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Toshakhana Case That May Get Imran Khan Arrested Soon
Former Pakistan PM Imran Khan is evading arrest in the Toshakhana Case. The PTI chief is accused of paying for just part of the goods he took home from the government treasure-house’.

Delhi:March 14: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaaf Chief and 
former Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan could be soon 
arrested in connection 
with the Toshakhana Case. 
The former Pak PM Khan 
is accused of paying for 
just part of the goods he 
took home from the ‘Tosh-
khana,’ but most items that 
he took from the govern-
ment treasure-house was 
done so without paying 
for them. He was was ac-
cused of failing to report 
the gifts he received and 
concealing the facts in his 
statements. Imran Khan re-
portedly made millions of 

rupees from the jewel-class 
watches that foreign digni-
taries gave him. A district 
and sessions court on Mon-
day (March 13) restored 
Khan’s non-bailable arrest 
warrant in the Toshakhana 
case. The Islamabad police 
had arrived on March 5 as 
well in Lahore, but they 
were told that Khan was 
not at his Zaman Park resi-
dence, resulting in them 
leaving empty-handed. 
What is the Toshakhana 
Case? Toshakhana (house 
of treasure) is a govern-
ment department under 
the cabinet division. The 
state depository was es-

tablished in 1974 and 
holds presents donated to 
Pakistani leaders (only the 
president and prime minis-
ter are exempt from receiv-
ing such gifts). The presi-
dent or prime minister can 
keep gifts that are less than 
Rs 30,000 for themselves. 
More costly gifts, however, 
are required by law to be 
kept in the Toshakhana.
Pakistan’s two premiers can 
also keep the pricey pres-
ents from Toshakhana by 
paying a set proportion of 
their worth as determined 
by the government. What 
Are The Charges Against 
Imran Khan? According to 

Dawn, Imran Khan received 
31 presents from July 2018 
to June 2019, but only paid 
for four of them as the law 
says any gift worth less 
than PKR 30,000 can be 
kept without payment. In 
August 2022, Pakistan’s rul-
ing alliance filed a petition 
with the election commis-
sion seeking Imran’s life-
time disqualification for 
failing to disclose informa-
tion about gifts from the 
Toshakhana in his assets 
declaration. In his response 
to the ECP, Imran admitted 
to selling the four gifts he 
received as prime minister 
from various heads of state. 

He claimed that the gifts he 
bought from the Toshakha-
na for Rs 21.56 million sold 
for around Rs 58 million. 
One of the gifts included 
a Graff watch and some 
cufflinks, a ring, and an 
expensive pen, while the 
other three included four 
Rolex watches. However, 
As per the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP), 
the former premier made 
“false statements and erro-
neous declarations” about 
the presents on October 
21, 2022. ECP barred him 
from holding public office 
for five years. Imran Khan 
retained some of the most 

expensive presents at a 
rate of 20%, despite rais-
ing the retention amount 
from 20% to 50% of the 
assessed value on coming 
to power. As a result, over 
the course of nearly three 
years, he paid an average 
retention amount on all 
gifts that came to just 27%, 
Dawn quoted ECP as say-
ing. According to ECP es-
timates, Khan earned PKR 
104.78 million from the 
presents he kept and sold, 
said Dawn. million from the 
presents he kept and sold, 
said Dawn.

BJP Should Not Say Modi Ji Has Directed ‘RRR’:
Kharge’s Dig At PM After Naatu Naatu’s Oscar Award

Delhi:March 14: Rajya Sab-
ha MPs on Tuesday (March 
14, 2023) congratulated the 
makers of “Naatu Naatu”, 
the chartbuster from SS 
Rajamauli’s film “RRR”, and 
the documentary “The El-
ephant Whisperers” for win-
ning two Oscars. When the 
House met, Rajya Sabha 
Chairman and Vice Presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankhar 
mentioned “Naatu Naatu” 
for winning the Academy 
Award for “Best Original 
Song” and “The Elephant 
Whisperers” for winning 
the Oscar for “Best Doc-
umentary Short Film”. 

Leader of Opposition and 
Congress president M Mal-

likarjun Kharge took a dig 
at the ruling Bharatiya Jana-

ta Party (BJP) and said that 
they should not say Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
has “directed” the movie. In 
a lighter vein, he also said 
that the BJP should not 
jump to claim credit for the 
Oscars. Kharge also stated it 
was a matter of great pride 
that two cinemas from 
southern India have won 
the award. “My request 
is that the ruling party 
should not take credit that 
we have directed, we have 
written the poem, or Modi 
Ji has directed this film. 
They should not say that 
is only my request. It is the 

contribution of the coun-
try,” the Congress president 
quipped as Dhankhar and 
Rajya Sabha MPs broke into 
laughter. Kharge’s party 
colleague Jairam Ramesh 
added that the chair should 
not expunge these re-
marks. “This is an occasion 
for collective celebration 
and not for narrow partisan 
point scoring the leader 
of the house is doing,” Ra-
mesh said. Earlier during 
the proceedings, Jagdeep 
Dhankhar expressed that 
the 95th Academy Awards 
was a moment of glory for 
us. “The wins for .

AAP Will Contest On All 230 Seats In MP
Arvind Kejriwal Promises Free Electricity

Bhopal:March 14: Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal said that his Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) will contest 
on all 230 seats in the up-
coming Madhya Pradesh 
Assembly Elections and 
promised free power, edu-
cation and healthcare if his 
party is voted to power in 
the BJP-ruled state. Mad-
hya Pradesh. Addressing 
a public rally at Dussehra 
Maidan in BHEL here, Ke-
jriwal also announced 
the AAP government will 
regularize the services of 
employees and end cor-
ruption in the state. “Just 
give me an opportunity 
to bring a change to serve 

you. I will provide free 
power in Madhya Pradesh 
like Delhi and Punjab,” the 
AAP leader said. The Delhi 
CM highlighted the per-
formance of AAP govern-
ments in Delhi and Punjab 
and urged people to vote 
the party to power in Mad-
hya Pradesh, where elec-
tions are due later this year. 

Kejriwal is accompanied 
by his Punjab counterpart 
Bhagwant Mann. Delhi 
Chief Minister attacked 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, saying that he is 
afraid of the AAP and that 
he (PM) would suffer heav-
ily in the 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections. “Modiji is afraid 
of AAP as the way we have 
performed in Gujarat, like 
challenging a tiger in its 
den and the way people 
supported us..,” Kejriwal 
told reporters outside the 
state hangar when asked 
about ruling BJP targeting 
opposition leaders in the 
country. In last year’s Guja-
rat elections.

Street Battle As Pak Cops Try To Arrest 
Imran Khan, Supporters Block Them

New Delhi/Lahore: March 
14 : The supporters of for-
mer Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan have 
blocked policemen from 
reaching his home in La-
hore to arrest him. The 
police are using armoured 
vehicles fitted with wa-
ter cannons amid stone-
throwing by supporters of 
the former Prime Minister 
who is accused of corrup-
tion. Hundreds of Mr Khan’s 
supporters gathered out-
side his house after a po-
lice team arrived from Is-
lamabad to arrest him on 
a court order, government 
spokesman Amir Mir told 
news agency Reuters. Mr 
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf (PTI) workers started 
the violence, which injured 
several police officials, he 
said, adding, “If Imran Khan 
ensures his presence in the 
court, it will be good, oth-
erwise the law will take its 
course.” Amid the protest, 
Mr Khan released a video 

statement, asking people 
to fight for their rights 
even if he is jailed or killed. 
“The police have arrived to 
arrest me. They think that if 
Imran Khan goes to jail, the 
people will go to sleep. You 
have to prove them wrong. 
You have to prove that the 

qaum (people) is alive,” Mr 
Khan said. “We have come 
here just for the compli-
ance of the court order,” 
Deputy Inspector General 
of Police Syed Shahzad 
Nadeem told reporters. 
The PTI workers started 
throwing stones and bricks 
at the police, and in re-
sponse the police directed 
water-cannon at them 
and in some cases baton 
charged them, he said. 
Live TV footage showed 
the supporters also using 
sling-shots and attacking 
the police with sticks. Paki-
stan’s election commission 
in October last year found 
the 70-year-old cricketer-
turned-politician guilty 

CBI To 
Harass 
Opposition 
Leaders: 
Yechury

Delhi:March 14: CPI-M 
general secretary Sitaram 
Yechury on Tuesday ac-
cused the government of 
using the Enforcement 
Directorate and the CBI to 
harass opposition leaders 
and challenged it to reveal 
the conviction rate in such 
cases in the last nine years. 
Speaking at the Lokmat 
Conclave, he also denied 
any rift among the op-
position parties. “We are 
nothing against a probe 
by investigative agencies. 
But in the last nine years, in 
all ED cases that you have 
started, what is the convic-
tion rate in those cases? 0.5 
per cent? If you are saying 
that you are catching only 
those that have broken 
laws, then why aren’t con-
victions happening?” he 
said. “This only proves that 
ED and CBI are being used 
to harass opposition.

BJP Legislator Suspended After He Rips 
Out Microphone In Bihar Assembly

Delhi:March 14: A BJP MLA 
in Bihar was on Tuesday 
suspended for two days 
on account of unruly be-
haviour, triggering protests 
from his party colleagues 
who staged a walkout 
though the government 
praised Speaker Awadh 
Bihari Chaudhary for set-
ting a “good precedent”. As 
Chaudhary announced the 
suspension of Lakhendra 
Raushan, the latter rose in 
his seat in protest, claim-
ing that he had “not van-
dalised the microphone”, 
which he was being held 
guilty of, and claimed that 
the device “was defective 
and came off on its own”. “I 
was taking part in the pro-
ceedings. It was my turn to 
speak during the Question 

Hour and the microphone 
was not working properly. 
I tried to adjust it but it 
was defective and came 
off on its own”, Raushan 
screamed, recalling the in-
cident that had taken place 
in the pre-lunch session. 
He added, “Satya Dev Ram 
(CPI-ML Liberation MLA) 
used abusive language 
against me. Still I am being 
held guilty of misconduct. 

A Dalit legislator must not 
be harassed in this fash-
ion”. Bedlam erupted in the 
House for a few minutes 
and continued till all BJP 
members staged a walkout 
in protest. The Speaker’s 
action followed a state-
ment by Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Vijay Kumar 
Chaudhary who deplored 
the “undemocratic and 
unparliamentary behav-
iour of the member, what-
ever might have been the 
provocation”, and sought 
an apology from Raushan. 
However, the Leader of 
the Opposition sought to 
adopt a combative stance 
as he told the House “both 
sides are equally respon-
sible for what happened. 
Our MLAs were provoked 

Tablesh 
Pandey 
appointed LIC 
MD
Delhi:March 14: Life Insur-
ance Corporation (LIC) 
on Tuesday said it has el-
evated Tablesh Pandey, 
executive director of the 
company, as its managing 
director. His appointment 
is effective from April 1, 
2023, according to a regu-
latory filing. Pandey will 
replace present managing 
director B C Patnaik, it said. 
LIC presently.

Cong’s Shaktisinh Gohil files breach
of privilege notice against Piyush Goyal

Delhi:March 14: Congress 
leader Shaktisinh Gohil on 
Tuesday filed a breach of 
privilege notice against 
Piyush Goyal, Leader of 
the House in Rajya Sabha, 
for allegedly violating the 
rules and established pro-
cedures by making allega-
tions against a Lok Sabha 
member. In his notice to 
the Rajya Sabha chairman 
under Rule 188, Gohil said 
Goyal violated Rule 238, 
which clearly states that 
“no allegation of a de-

famatory or incriminatory 
nature shall be made by a 
member against any other 
member or a member of 
the House”. As the Upper 
House resumed for the af-
ternoon session on Mon-
day after being adjourned 
earlier, Goyal said he had 
raised a serious matter in 
the morning regarding 
a senior Congress leader 
going abroad and stat-
ing that “democracy is in 
danger” in India and even 
sought the US and Europe 

Rahul Gandhi should speak 
more responsibly

Delhi:March 14: RSS Gener-
al Secretary Dattatreya Ho-
sabale on Tuesday said that 
Rahul Gandhi should speak 
more responsibly and see 
the reality of the Sangh’s 
acceptance in society, af-
ter the Congress leader 
repeatedly targeted the 
organisation in his recent 
speeches. Hosabale also 
said that the RSS agrees 
with the Centre’s view on 
same-sex marriage, add-
ing that marriage can take 
place only between two 
people from opposite gen-
ders. Asked about Gandhi’s 

recent remarks against 
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh, Hosabale said 
he must be doing this for 
his “political agenda” but 
RSS does not work in the 
political field and he has 
no competition with the 
Sangh. “As a political party 
leader, he should speak 
more responsibly and see 
the reality (of Sangh’s ex-
pansion and acceptance.
responsibly and see the re-
ality (of Sangh’s expansion 
and acceptance.
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Voices against Bandi Sanjay within BJP get 
louder, spill out on social media

Hyderabad: The protest 
against BJP State presi-
dent Bandi Sanjay’s de-
rogatory remarks against 
BRS MLC K Kavitha, 
which is continuing 
across the State, is now 
making strong headway 
into the BJP as well, with 
the stiff opposition to 
Sanjay’s ‘immature’, ‘ir-
rational’ and ‘autocratic’ 
way of functioning be-
ing openly criticized by 
senior party leaders. If 
it was Nizamabad BJP 
MP Dharmapuri Arvind 
on Sunday, it was the 
turn of senior BJP leader 
and former national ex-
ecutive member Perala 
Chandrasekhar Rao on 

Monday. Rao not only 
slammed Sanjay for his 
comments but also ac-
cused him of running the 
party in an autocratic and 
undemocratic manner, 
apart from accusing him 
of underhand dealings 
in several scams. Sec-
onding Arvind’s stance, 
he said Arvind had done 
what senior leaders like 
G Kishan Reddy and K 
Laxman failed to do. In a 
hard-hitting social media 
post, Rao said Sanjay’s 
‘immature, inappropri-
ate words, autocratic and 
undemocratic actions’ in 
fact reflected the state of 
affairs in the Telangana 
BJP. “Instigating state-

ments, especially digging 
up of mosques, deroga-
tory language, blackmail, 
raising different issues 
and indulging in inter-
nal settlements, insult-
ing honest and dedicated 
workers, lack of coordi-
nation, personal finan-
cial interests and use and 
throw attitude were not 
part of the party’s cul-
ture,” he said. Powered 
By VDO.AI PlayUn-
mute Fullscreen Citing 
the Karimnagar mining 
scam highlighted by pri-
vate channel Raj News, 
he said Sanjay first raised 
the issue and then settled 
the matter secretly and 
even forced four BJP 
leaders to invest in that 
channel. Another mining 
scandal too, first raised 
by Sanjay, was settled in 
a similar backdoor deal, 
Rao said, adding that the 
Secunderabad Canton-
ment Board vice-pres-
ident post was handed 
over to a new party mem-
ber just because of his 
financial prowess. “I can 

prove all these charges,” 
he said, adding that since 
the ‘culture of listen-
ing and debating’ within 
the BJP had vanished, 
he had to take to social 
media to call for a thor-
ough internal cleansing 
of the party. Another BJP 
leader and social media 
influencer Girish Dara-
moni also came out con-
demning different party 
members taking sides 
with Arvind and Sanjay. 
He said what Sanjay has 
done was wrong, but the 
party should not get di-
verted from the issue of 
the Delhi Liquor scam. 
He also said the party 
central leadership had 
given guidelines to the 
State unit, which should 
not deviate into internal 
squabbling. Stating that 
though Arvind had de-
feated Kavitha in Nizam-
abad, he said the party 
still should not make 
objectionable comments 
against her. The BJP’s 
culture is to respect ev-
eryone, especially.

For last 8 years, Telangana witnesses Centre’s 
discrimination in extending financial assistance

Hyderabad: The Telanga-
na government’s charges 
of discrimination by the 
BJP-led union govern-
ment in terms of extend-
ing financial assistance 
has once become evident, 
this time from figures on 
the share of union tax-
es and duties given by 
the Centre to different 
States, shared by union 
Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman in the 
Parliament. In the last 
eight financial years, the 
union government under 
the States’ share of union 
taxes and duties gave 
Rs.1,19,403.42 crore to 
Telangana. In contrast, 
the neighbouring State 
of Andhra Pradesh was 
given Rs.2,11,727.18 
crore while the BJP-
ruled Gujarat was given 
Rs.1,69,650.23 crore. 
These details were shared 
by Sitharaman in the Lok 
Sabha on Monday af-
ter Congress MP Abdul 
Khaleque sought details 
on the collection of taxes 
from the States and devo-

lution of tax revenues by 
the union Government. 
In reply, the Finance 
Minister tabled a state-
ment, however, stating 
that the State-wise data 
for total tax collected by 
the government was not 
maintained due to ‘na-
ture of some taxes’. The 
Minister however shared 
the gross tax revenue col-
lection (actuals) for the 
last eight financial years 
and said that the same 
in the 2021-22 financial 

year was Rs.27,09,315 
crore. The figures, which 
show the discrimina-
tion towards Telangana, 
have also proved what 
IT and Industries Min-
ister KT Rama Rao has 
been vociferously pro-
testing against citing the 
unfair devolution of tax-
es to States. He had also 
pointed out that the taxes 
collected from Telangana 
were being utilized for 
executing different de-
velopment works in BJP-

ruled States. Telangana, 
have also proved what 
IT and Industries Min-
ister KT Rama Rao has 
been vociferously pro-
testing against citing the 
unfair devolution of tax-
es to States. He had also 
pointed out that the taxes 
collected from Telangana 
were being utilized for 
executing different de-
velopment works in BJP-
ruled States.

KTR Requests UAE Govt to Release and Repatriate 
5 NRIs from Dubai Prison

Half day schools in Telangana 
from March 15

Hyderabad: The Direc-
tor of School Education, 
Telangana on Monday 
announced half-day 
schools for primary, up-
per primary and high 
schools under govern-
ment, government-aided 
and private managements 
from March 15 to last 

working day i.e. April 
24, for the academic year 
2022-23. In a circular to 
all Regional Joint Direc-
tors of School Educa-
tion and District Educa-
tional Officers (DEOs) in 
Telangana, the Director 
of School Education said 
“The schools i.e. Prima-

ry, Upper Primary and 
High Schools under all 
managements shall func-
tion from 8 am to 12.30 
pm and midday meals 
shall be provided at 12:30 
pm”. The special classes 
for Class X students who 
are preparing for the SSC 
Public Examination, 
April-2023, will continue 
undisturbed. The schools 
which have SSC Exami-
nation Centres shall func-
tion from 1 pm to 5 pm, 
the circular said. “All the 
Regional Joint Direc-
tors of School Education 
and DEOs are directed to 
communicate the orders 
to schools functioning 
under all managements 
and monitor the imple-
mentation,” the circular 
said.

Hyderabad: IT and Indus-
tries Minister K.T. Rama 
Rao requested the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) 
government to release 
the five NRIs from Ra-
janna Sircilla who have 
been lodged in Dubai 
jail. He handed over the 
request letter to the Am-
bassador of UAE to In-
dia, H.E. Dr. Abdulnasser 
Alshaali at Pragathi Bha-
van, Hyderabad on Mon-
day. Shivarathri Mallesh, 
Shivarathri Ravi, Nam-
pelli Venkati, Dandugula 
Laxman and Shivarathri 
Hanmanthu were lodged 
in Dubai Prison in con-
nection with the death 
of a Nepali named Mr. 
Dil Prasad Rai in 2005. 
Powered by In the let-
ter, KTR mentioned that 

he had personally vis-
ited Nepal in 2013 to 
meet the  family mem-
bers of the deceased. The 
Minister reminded Dil 
Prasad’s family accepted 
and received Rs.15 lakhs 
as ‘victim’s compensa-
tion’ as per Sharia Law 
“Diyyah” (also referred 
as ‘blood money’). The 
necessary documents 
were submitted by the 
deceased’s family to 
the Dubai government 
in 2013. The Minister 
pointed out that he per-
sonally took it to the no-
tice of the Embassy of 
India, Embassy of UAE 
several times. However, 
the UAE Court has re-
jected their mercy peti-
tion. KTR said that the 
only way left for the five 

Indian labourers to be 
released is through the 
approval of their mercy 
petition by the Prime 
Minister of UAE, H.H. 
Sheik Mohammed bin 
Rashid AI Maktoum. 
KTR requested the Am-
bassador to enquire into 
facts of the case, its status 
and take it to the notice 
of the PM of the UAE to 
approve the mercy peti-
tion of the five Indian la-
bourers for their release 
from Aweer Jail, Dubai 
and also to get them re-
patriated at the earli-
est from Dubai to India. 
During the meeting, H.E. 
Dr. Abdulnasser Alshaali 
praised the development 
of Telangana. He said 
that the infrastructure 
built here to compete 

with international cities 
will change the face of 
Hyderabad. The Startup 
ecosystem in Hyderabad, 
strengths of the IT and 
its allied sectors in the 
city have been discussed 
during the meeting. KTR 
presented the investment 
opportunities, Telangana 
government’s policies 
to the UAE Ambassa-
dor. The Minister said 
that venture capitalists 

from America, France 
have joined hands with 
the startup ecosystem in 
Hyderabad and request-
ed H.E. Dr. Abdulnasser 
Alshaali to introduce T-
Hub to the venture capi-
talists in the UAE. The 
UAE ambassador who 
responded positively as-
sured that he will try to 
establish a connection 
between the enthusiastic 
venture capitalists.

Former Minister K Vijayarama Rao 
passes away, CM KCR condoles demise

Hyderabad: Former CBI 
Director and Minister 
in the erstwhile Andhra 
Pradesh, K Vijayarama 
Rao, passed away while 
undergoing treatment at a 
corporate hospital in Hy-
derabad on Monday eve-

ning. He was 84. He had 
suffered a stroke. Chief 
Minister K Chandrashek-
har Rao expressed shock 
over the demise of Vi-
jayarama Rao and ex-
tended condolences to 
the latter’s family. He 

said the services ren-
dered by Vijayarama Rao 
as a government official 
and people’s representa-
tive were commendable. 
Recalling his association 
with Vijayarama Rao, the 
Chief Minister prayed 
for the departed soul to 
rest in peace. He directed 
Chief Secretary Shanti 
Kumari to make arrange-
ments for conducting the 
last rites of the former 
Minister with full State 
honours. Vijayarama Rao 
was a native of Eturun-
agaram in Warangal dis-

trict. A 1959 batch IPS 
officer, he joined service 
as ASP of Chittoor dis-
trict in erstwhile Andhra 
Pradesh. He served in 
various positions includ-
ing as Hyderabad Police 
Commissioner. Later, 
he went on to become 
the CBI Director where 
he played a key role in 
high-profile cases like 
the Hawala scam, the 
Babri Masjid demolition, 
Mumbai blasts and oth-
ers. After retiring from 
service, Vijayarama Rao 
joined the Telugu Desam.

India will be declared Hindu rashtra by 2026: BJP MLA T Raja Singh
Pune: Suspended Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) leader 
and MLA T. Raja Singh has 
said India will be declared 
as “akhand Hindu rash-
tra” by 2026. Addressing a 
programme organised by 
Hindutva bodies at Rahata 
in Ahmednagar district 
of Maharashtra recently, 
Singh said the names of 
Ahmednagar and Hyder-
abad (capital of Telangana) 
cities will be changed to 
Ahilyabainagar and Bha-
gyanagar, respectively. 
“Hindus are demanding 

the country be made an 
‘Akhand Hindu Rashtra’. If 
there can be more than 50 
Islamic countries and more 
than 150 Christian nations, 
why can’t India be de-
clared a Hindu Rashtra giv-
en that Hindus constitute a 
majority of its 100 million 
people?” “Come what may, 
in 2025 and 2026, India 
will be declared as ‘Akhand 
Hindu Rashtra’. I am not 
saying this, this is the roar 
of all sadhus and sants and 
it is their prophecy,” said 
Singh, who represents the 

Goshamahal constituency 
in Hyderabad, amid cheers 
by the crowd. He said re-
naming Aurangabad and 
Osmanabad cities in Ma-
harashtra is just the begin-
ning. Notably, the Union 
government recently ap-
proved the renaming of 
Aurangabad city as ‘Chha-
trapati Sambhajinagar’ 
and that of Osmanabad 
city as ‘Dharashiv’. “Some 
people are pained by the 
renaming of Aurangabad 
and Osmanabad cities. 
I would like to tell these 

people this is just the be-
ginning as the renaming 
of Ahmednagar will also 
happen. It will be renamed 
as Ahilyabainagar and the 
name, Ahmednagar, will 
be erased,” he said, add-
ing that Hyderabad will 
also be renamed as Bha-
gyanagar. In an apparent 
dig at AIMIM MP Imtiaz 
Jalil who has been oppos-
ing the renaming of Au-
rangabad city, Singh said 
some people say they were 
born in Aurangabad and 
they will die in Aurang-

abad. “I would like to tell 
them that even if you were 
born in Aurangabad, you 
will have to die in Samb-
hajinagar. You will die in 
Hindu Rashtra. Come what 
may, the (new) name will 
not be changed as Hindus 
have risen,” he added. Jalil 
who has been opposing 
the renaming of Aurang-
abad city, Singh said some 
people say they were born 
in Aurangabad and they 
will die in Aurangabad. “I 
would like to tell them that 
even if you were born in 

Minister Indrakaran Reddy and District Administrator Varun Reddy Nirmal 
inspects the construction works of Integrated Collectorate complex 

N i r m a l , 
March,14,(M.A.Waseem, 
Staff Reporter) Forest, 
Environment, Law, En-
dowments,  Science and 
Technology Minister Allola 
Indrakaran Reddy inspect-
ed the construction work 
of the new integrated Col-
lectorate building complex 
along with District Admin-
istrative Officer Karnati 
Varun Reddy. On the occa-
sion he said preparations 
are being made to start 
an integrated collectorate 
complex by the hands of 
Chief Minister KCR.  He said 
that the ‘Integrated Col-
lectorate  building com-
plex, which is being con-
structed with advanced 

facilities and all amenities, 
will be inaugurated in the 
first week of April. The of-
ficials were ordered to 
make all arrangements in 
this regard. On this occa-
sion, he asked to speed up 
the finishing touches and 
gardening and planting 

beautification works in the 
premises and said it should 
be completed as soon as 
possible. Later he said that 
it has been decided to start 
the integrated collectorate 
Complex in the first week 
of April and the date of the 
visit of Chief Minister KCR 

is to be finalized. He said 
that along with the Collec-
torate complex inaugura-
tion, foundation stone will 
be laid for the construc-
tion of the medical college 
building. Chief Minister 
will inaugurate Telangana 
Bhavan, Minority Residen-
tial School buildings. Simi-
larly arrangements are be-
ing made to provide about 
2 thousand double bed-
room houses to the benefi-
ciaries through the hands 
of Chief Minister KCR. On 
the other hand, he said 
that the construction work 
of the integrated collector-
ate is almost complete and 
the authorities are taking 
steps to complete.
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n BJP’s Kerala Masterplan, Huge Out-
reach To Christians, Muslims: Sources

New Delhi: Northeast 
under its belt, the BJP is 
out to win Kerala, with a 
massive public outreach 
programme that plans 
to embrace the two key 
non-Hindu communities 
-- Muslims and Chris-
tians. Together, the two 
comprise 46 per cent of 
the population, crucial 
to crack into a state that 
has traditionally been a 
bastion of the Left and 
the Congress. The BJP, 
which stepped up its out-
reach in Kerala ahead of 
the 2019 election, has 
been unable to make in-
roads. Bucking the na-
tional trend, the party had 
drawn a blank in the state 
despite its high-pitched 
agitation on the Sabari-

mala issue. The Congress 
had won 15 of the state’s 
20 Lok Sabha seats. Its 
allies won another four 
-- the Indian Union Mus-
lim League bagged two 
and the Kerala Congress 
(Mani group) and Revo-
lutionary Socialist Party 
one seat each. The out-
come was seen as a rejec-
tion of the party’s stance 
on religious issues. The 
BJP’s growth in the state 
has been stymied since, 
despite the many inci-
dents of communal clash 
between the right-wing 
supporters and the Left. 
Sources said the huge 
outreach programme 
planned this time will 
involve BJP workers vis-
iting the homes of Chris-

tians on Easter week. On 
April 9, Easter Sunday, 
10,000 BJP workers 
will visit the homes of 
1 lakh Christians. Last 
year, during the Christ-
mas week, thousands 
of BJP workers visited 
the homes of Christians 
with gifts, sources said. 
The right-wing workers 
will also visit the homes 
of Muslims on Eid in 
the third week of April. 
Christians will be invited 
to the homes of right-
wing activists on the fes-
tival of Vishu on April 
15. BJP leaders say while 
the common people have 
welcomed the initia-
tive, it is being closely 
watched by the ruling 
Left and the opposition 
Congress. The outreach 
is the brainchild of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
who had asked the party 
cadre to organise a “sne-
ha samvaad” (message of 
affection) to the minori-
ties in Kerala during the 
party’s national execu-
tive meet in Hyderabad. 

After the victory in the 
three northeastern states, 
PM Modi also said at a 
programme organised at 
the BJP headquarters in 
Delhi that the party will 
form a coalition govern-
ment in Kerala, where as-
sembly elections are due 
in 2026. He indicated that 
this time, the party would 
bank on the support of 
the Christian community, 
who, he said, had given 
much support to it in the 
northeast. Pointing to the 
two dominant parties in 
Kerala, he had said while 
the Left and Congress are 
bitter rivals in the state, 
they contested the Tri-
pura elections as allies. 
Post a comment Sources 
said the BJP is also plan-
ning a “Thank Modi” 
programme, which will 
involve testimonies from 
beneficiaries of various 
Central projects in the 
state. Already around 
12,000 people have sent 
in “Thanks Modi” videos 
in Malayalam.

New Delhi: The audi-
tor of Telangana’s ruling 
party leader K Kavitha 
has been summoned by 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate for questioning in 
the Delhi liquor policy 
case. Buchi Babu, who 
audits the accounts of Ms 
Kavitha, the daughter of 
Telangana Chief Minister 
K Chandrasekhar Rao, 
has been told to come to 
the central agency’s office 
on March 15, a day be-
fore Ms Kavitha’s second 
questioning in the case. 
She was questioned for 
the first time on March 11 
in the Delhi liquor policy 
case. Delhi Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia, 
who faces corruption al-
legations in framing the 
liquor policy to favour a 
certain “south group”, is 
already under arrest by 
the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) and 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED). His bail re-
quest in the CBI case is 
scheduled to be heard in 
a special court on March 
21. A key focus of the in-

vestigation into the Delhi 
liquor policy case is on 
an alleged network of 
middlemen, businessmen 
and politicians which the 
central agencies have 
called the “south group”. 
The investigators have 
linked Ms Kavitha with 
this group, and by exten-
sion her auditor. Since K 
Chandrasekhar Rao, pop-
ularly known as KCR, is 
a key opposition leader 
in the centre, this has led 
to allegations against the 
BJP-led centre of using 
central agencies to harass 
opposition leaders with 
false cases. Ms Kavitha, 
44, has said the BJP is 
trying to “intimidate my 
leader”, referring to her 
Chief Minister father who 
is hoping for a third con-
secutive term in power in 
Telangana, where assem-
bly elections are due in 
a few months. “In India, 
there’s no difference be-
tween Enforcement Di-
rectorate summons and 
(Narendra) Modi’s sum-
mons... It is a practice 
now wherever there’s 

an election, before PM, 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate comes. What can 
the opposition do? Go 
to people’s court or the 
Supreme Court,” Ms Ka-
vitha told NDTV on Fri-
day, a day before she was 
questioned by the ED in 
Delhi. Mr Sisodia’s Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) has 
denied taking bribe from 
anyone, whether traders 
or politicians, in framing 
the Delhi liquor policy. 

His lawyer during the 
last court hearing said the 
Delhi Lieutenant Gover-
nor, too, had cleared the 
new liquor policy file, 
and so he should be sum-
moned for questioning. 
Post a comment The BJP 
has said the AAP would 
not have withdrawn the 
liquor policy if it was 
confident of not having 
done anything wrong.

Karnataka Businessman Allegedly Linked 
To Fall Of Congress Coalition Joins Party

Bengaluru: The Congress 
in Karnataka on Monday 
inducted a businessman, 
who is alleged to be one 
of those who played a key 
role in ‘Operation Kama-
la’, which led to the col-
lapse of Congress-JD(S) 
coalition government in 
2019. “Operation Ka-
mala” (Operation Lotus), 
coined by opposition par-
ties, refers to an alleged 
attempt of the BJP to 
engineer defection of op-
position legislators to in-
stall its own government 
and to ensure its stability. 
Uday KM, also known as 
‘Kadalur Uday Gowda, 
was welcomed into the 
party fold in the presence 
of state Congress Presi-
dent D K Shivakumar. 

PauseUnmute Fullscreen 
“Uday is being inducted 
into the Congress and he 
has promised to work for 
strengthening the party 
in Mandya district. He is 
joining the party without 
any conditions. His join-
ing has been approved 
by all local leaders,” Shi-
vakumar told reporters. 
Congress Used Karna-
taka As ATM To Fund Its 
Leaders: Anurag Thakur 
Congress Used Karna-
taka As ATM To Fund Its 
Leaders: Anurag Thakur 
Karnataka Congress 
Leader R Dhruvanaraya-
na Dies Karnataka Con-
gress Leader R Dhru-
vanarayana Dies “BJP 
Won’t Cross 65 Mark In 
Assembly Polls.

”: Karnataka Congress 
Chief “BJP Won’t Cross 
65 Mark In Assembly 
Polls”: Karnataka Con-
gress Chief Promot-
edListen to the latest 
songs, only on JioSaavn.
com Responding to a 
question about induct-
ing Uday, despite his 
alleged role in engineer-

ing defections through 
Operation Kamala, he 
said: “...he (Uday) might 
have done things while 
in the opposite party....A 
Manju, Srinivas Gowda, 
Gubbi Vasu, Shivalinge 
Gowda, Madhu Banga-
rappa (all MLAs/former 
MLAs)- they’ve shifted 
and come back to Con-

gress. It’s politics, there 
will be compulsions.” 
“Didn’t JD(S) leader H 
D Kumaraswamy and 
I, who had fought each 
other for long, join hands 
following the high com-
mand’s order (to form a 
coalition government af-
ter the 2018 polls)?” he 
asked.

Acute drinking water crisis in TS, but no 
special fund for new borewells, repairs

ADILABAD: The public 
representatives of elected 
local bodies in Telangana 
State are under pressure 
from people for more 
borewells and repairs to 
the defunct ones. Howev-
er, the state government 
has stopped funding such 
works after the launch of 
Mission Bhagiratha. The 
alternative is the release 
of special funds from the 
Zilla Parishads -- unlike 
in the past when gram 
panchayats and man-
dals earmarked funds for 
borewell repairs and for 
digging new ones. Some 
elected MPTCs and Sar-
panches are releasing 
money from their offi-
cial funds and getting the 
borewells repaired so as 
to meet the water needs 
of the people at the onset 

of the summer season. 
These representatives 
say this alone would not 
suffice and hence their 
plea to the state govern-
ment to allocate special 
funds for the works on 
an urgent basis. People in 
some villages are bring-
ing drinking water by 
vehicles from long dis-
tances and many women 
are spending the whole 
day in queues at the local 
borewell to fetch water in 
various villages. Adding 
to the problem, district 
officials have stopped 
supplying drinking wa-
ter by tankers even to the 
villages that are facing a 
very serious water crisis. 
The tribal and hilly areas 
are the worst affected. 
The situation there is get-
ting worse with the steady 

rise in temperatures. Wa-
ter bodies are fast dry-
ing up in the Adilabad 
region. Inhabitants of 
interior areas, especially 
Adivasis depending on 
streams and rivulets as 
their main water sources 
during the summer, are 
faced with hard times 
this summer. These wa-
ter bodies are also on the 
verge of getting dried up 
as the heat keeps rising. 
Interior villages and hilly 
areas in Indravelli, Ga-
diguda, Narnoor, Utnoor, 
Sirikonda, Boath, Ichoda, 
Lingapur, Tiryani, Sirpur 
(U), Wankidi and Ke-
rameri mandals in Adi-
labad region are among 
the worst-hit. Last year, 
Asifabad MLA Atram 
Sakku dug up borewells 
at his own initiative in 

Two women bringing first ever Oscar, no 
better news to wake up to: MK Stalin

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister MK Stalin on 
Monday extended his greet-
ings to Producer Guneet 
Monga and Director Kartiki 
Gonsalves for winning Os-
car in the ‘Best Documen-
tary Short Film’ category 
for their film ‘The Elephant 
Whisperers’. Taking to Twit-
ter, Stalin said, “Congrats 
to Kartiki Gonsalves and 
Guneet Monga on winning 
the Oscar. No better news to 
wake up to than two women 
bringing the first ever Oscar 
for an Indian Production. 
The patient making and the 
moving story of The El-
ephant Whisperers deserve 
all the praises and accolades 

it’s getting.” On, Monday, 
Indian documentary film 
‘The Elephant Whisperers’ 
won the Oscar in the ‘Best 
Documentary Short Film’ 
category at the 95th Annual 
Academy Awards. Producer 
Guneet Monga along with 
director Kartiki Gonsalves 
took centre stage to accept 
the honour. The documen-
tary won against ‘Haul Out,’ 
‘How Do You Measure A 
Year?’ ‘The Martha Mitch-
ell Effect,’ and ‘Stranger At 
The Gate’. The film’s plot 
revolves around a family 
who adopts two orphan baby 
elephants in Tamil Nadu’s 
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve. 
Well, this is not the first 

time that Guneet Monga has 
brought the Oscar to India. 
In 2019, Guneet Monga’s 
documentary ‘Period. End 
of Sentence’ bagged the 
Oscar in the Documentary 
Short Subject. While, Naatu 
Naatu from ‘RRR’ became 
the first Indian film song 
to win Oscar for ‘Original 
Song’. Congratulating the 
team of ‘RRR’, Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister said that 
Naatu Naatu has created 
history by becoming the 
first Indian & Asian song 
to win the Oscars. #Naatu-
Naatu has created history by 
becoming the first Indian & 
Asian song to win the #Os-
cars . 

“Karnataka Has Minimum Unemploy-
ment Problem”: Basavaraj Bommai

Bengaluru: Stating that 
there is a big strength of 
the government of India 
behind the creation of 33 
lakh jobs in Karnataka in 
the past five years with 
13 lakh jobs in last year 
alone, Chief Minister 

Basavaraj Bommai on 
Sunday claimed Karna-
taka has a “minimum un-
employment problem.” 
Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of IIT Dharwad, 
the Hubballi-Dharwad 
Smart City project and 

other development works 
in which Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi also 
participated, the CM 
said, “Karnataka has the 
minimum unemployment 
problem.” “The PM is 
one such stateman who 
has a vision for which he 
helped in establishing the 
IIT in Dharwad to make 
the country technology 
strong. A lot of reforms 
have been brought by 
him including the elec-
trification of the Hospet-
Hubballi-Tinaighat Rail-
way line,” he added. CM 

Bommai further said in 
Union Budget, ₹ 7,651 
crores have been ear-
marked to improve rail-
way facilities in Karnata-
ka. This is the work of the 
double-engine govern-
ment. Both the state and 
union governments are 
taking up projects in the 
fields of education, infra-
structure and industry, he 
said. “The PM has done 
a lot to provide the con-
nectivity from the port to 
inland. In total, the NDA 
government has given 
more stress on the all-

around development of 
the North Karnataka re-
gion. So, it is progressing 
like never before,” CM 
said. Chairman of the 
State Legislative Coun-
cil Basavaraja Horatti, 
Ministers Govind Karjol, 
CC Patil, V Somanna, B 
A Basavaraj and Shankar 
Patil Munenkoppa and 
others were present. Ear-
lier on Sunday, PM Modi 
inaugurated IIT Dhar-
wad. The foundation 
stone for the institute was 
laid by the Prime Minis-
ter in February 2019.

Andhra Pradesh likely to order 
shut down of Margadarsi

V I J AYAWA D A : T h e 
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment is likely to order the 
winding up of operations 
of the Margadarsi Chit 
Fund Pvt Ltd in the state 
following the detection 
of a series of violations 
like diversion of funds 
and investing them in 
speculative markets. CID 
additional director gen-
eral N. Sanjay and Regis-
tration & Stamps Depart-

ment inspector general 
V. Ramakrishna told the 
media here on Monday 
that the recent searches 
on the entity’s branches 
showed there was no 
security to the deposits 
made by the chit sub-
scribers. “The foremen 
functioning as branch 
managers had no role to 
play except to forward 
the subscribers’ sums to 
the company’s head of-

fice in Hyderabad, Telan-
gana state,” Sanjay said. 
The senior official added, 
“Based on prima facie 
evidence, we noticed 
that the chit firm resorted 
to a series of violations. 
Hence, the need for a 
thorough probe to safe-
guard the interests of the 
subscribers.” He said the 
Registration & Stamps 
Department’s assistant 
registrar was the author-

ity to keep tabs on the 
chit fund business in his/
her jurisdiction while the 
chit foremen or branch 
managers should protect 
the deposited amount 
from being diverted for 
other purposes. “The 
firm’s branch manag-
ers were given power 
to issue cheques of upto 
`500 only. They have no 
clue where the deposited 
amounts were being.

Electric Scooter Explodes In Karnataka Home, 5 
Of Family Have Narrow Escape

Bengaluru: Five people 
of a family in Karnata-
ka’s Mandya district had 
a narrow escape when an 
electric scooter exploded 
inside their house, burn-
ing several household 
items and appliances. An 
electric scooter from the 
Route Electric company, 
which was charging in-
side a home, suddenly 
exploded within minutes 
of being plugged in. The 

incident took place in 
Valagerehalli village of 
Maddur taluk of Man-
dya district in Karnataka. 
The owner of the vehi-
cle, Muthuraj, who had 
purchased the e-scooter 
for ₹ 85,000 about six 
months ago from a show-
room in Mandya, had 
parked it inside the house 
for charging around 8:30 
am today. Within min-
utes, the battery explod-

ed, and the scooty was 
engulfed in flames. The 
incident took place when 
five people were inside 
the house. Fortunately, 
everyone was away from 
the scooter at the time of 
the accident and had a 
narrow escape. However, 
due to this explosion, a 
TV, a fridge, a dining 
table, mobile phones, and 
other items were burnt. 
“At the time of the acci-

dent, my family members 
were all present. There 
was a child close to the 
scooty when it caught 
fire. We couldn’t control 
the fire,” Muthuraj said. 
Post a comment “Two-
three mobile phones 
have been damaged. All 
the household items like 
fridge, TV, dining table, 
the glasses shattered due 
to the impact,” he added-
household.

KCR’s Daughter’s Auditor Summoned For 
Questioning In Delhi Liquor Policy Case
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Continuous Increase In Green Cover In 
Delhi Welcome Sign: Centre To High Court

New Delhi: The Cen-
tre on Monday told the 
Delhi High Court that 
there has been a continu-
ous increase in the green 
cover in the national 
capital and this shift to-
wards increase in denser 
forest areas is a welcome 
sign. The Ministry of En-
vironment, Forest and 
Climate Change, in an 
affidavit filed before the 
court, submitted that the 
rising denser forest ar-
eas signifies an “increase 
in the capacity of forests 

to sequester carbon and 
mitigate environmental 
pollution”. The affidavit 
was filed before a bench 
of Chief Justice Satish 
Chandra Sharma and 
Justice Subramonium 
Prasad, which listed the 
matter for further hearing 
on July 13 while granting 
time to the amicus curiae 
to file his response to the 
affidavit. The high court 
was hearing a batch of 
PILs on the problem of 
poor ambient air quality 
in Delhi, an issue which 

it has also taken up suo 
motu and in which it has 
also appointed an am-
icus curiae. The affidavit 
was filed in pursuance to 
the court’s earlier direc-
tion asking the Centre, 
Delhi government, For-
est Department and Mu-
nicipal Corporation of 
Delhi (MCD) to explain 
how did a multi-storeyed 
building, in ridge area, 
got permission for con-
struction of flats. The 
Centre, in its affidavit 
filed through Central gov-
ernment standing coun-
sel Ajay Digpaul, said 
the day-to-day manage-
ment of sanctuaries and 
national parks is the re-
sponsibility of states and 
Union territories. It said 
the Union ministry pro-
vides technical and finan-
cial support to the states 
and Union territories and 
as per the relevant pro-
visions of the Wild Life 
(Protection) Act,1972, 
the Chief Wild Life War-

den of the state or Union 
territory is the authority 
to control, manage and 
maintain all sanctuaries 
and national parks. “It 
may also be noted that 
in case of any encroach-
ments in the sanctuaries 
and national parks, the 
powers to remove such 
encroachments are vest-
ed with States / Union 
Territories under Sec-
tion 34A of the Wild Life 
(Protection) Act, 1972,” 
the affidavit said. It said 
the comparative areas of 
(Forest Cover and Tree 
Cover) Delhi reported 
from 2001 to 2021 has 
shown continuous in-
crease in the forest cover 
and tree cover as reported 
between India State For-
est Report (ISFR) 200I 
to ISFR 2021. The Cen-
tre said as per ISFR 2021 
published by Forest Sur-
vey of India, the Green 
Cover (forest and tree 
cover) of Delhi shows a 
manifold increase from 
151 sq km in 2001 to 342 

sq km in 2021, which 
depicts gradual improve-
ment in percentage share 
of the geographical area 
of the state from 10.2 per 
cent in 2001 to 23.06 per 
cent in 2021. “The ISFR 
2021 further reveals that 
‘Very dense forest’ cover 
has remained constant 
and ‘Medium dense for-
est’ cover in Delhi has in-
creased over the past two 
years. This shift towards 
increase in denser forest 
areas is a welcome sign 
as it signifies an increase 
in the capacity of forests 
to sequester carbon and 
mitigate environmental 
pollution,” the affidavit 
said. It added that large 
scale plantation pro-
gramme has been taken 
up in Delhi in the last 3-4 
years with the help of 20 
greening agencies. It said 
prior approval of the cen-
tral government under 
section 2 of the Forest 
(conservation) Act, 1980 
is mandatory for carrying 
out any non-forestry.

Delhi-Gurugram Travel: NH-48 To Close 
For 90 Days, Here Are Alternate Routes

The Delhi Police on 
Monday issued a traf-
fic advisory on Sunday, 
informing commuters 
about closure of a section 
of the Delhi-Jaipur High-
way (NH-48) between 
Rangpuri and Rajokari 
for 90 days. The road 
stretch has been closed 
to facilitate construction 
work related to Dwarka 
Expressway. According 
to the Delhi Police advi-
sory, the National High-
ways Authority of India 
(NHAI) is constructing 
the Dwarka Expressway 
under the Bharat Mala 
Project from Dwarka 
Link Road near Shiv 
Murti on the National 
Highway. NH-48 con-
nects Delhi to Gurugram. 
Under this project, two 
underpasses and an ele-
vated section will be con-
structed on the national 
highway. To execute this 
work, its both carriage-
ways between Rangpuri 
and Rajokari will be 
closed for three months, 
as per the police’s ad-
visory. Post a comment 

Here are the traffic diver-
sions announced in Delhi 
Police advisory: Traffic 
near the Shiv Murti inter-
section will be diverted 
from the main highway 
to the newly-built slip 
roads. The closure of the 
carriageways is expected 
to increase the volume 
of traffic on the roads. 
The advisory further said 
that people travelling to-
wards Delhi airport, the 
interstate bus terminus or 
railway stations should 
carefully plan their com-
mute with sufficient time 
at hand. Commuters go-
ing towards or coming 

from Gurugram or Jaipur 
have been advised to use 
the Mehrauli-Gurgaon 
Road. Those going to-
wards Dwarka, Kapash-
era and Najafgarh have 
been advised to take the 
Palam Road from Gur-
gaon Road flyover. The 
commuters travelling 
from Gurugram, Kapash-
era and Dwarka towards 
Dhaula Kuan and Vasant 
Vihar may take Dwarka 
Flyover Road No 201. 
People have been urged 
to cooperate by planning 
their journey in advance 
and take the alternate 
routes mentioned routes.

Delhi MLAs Get 66 Percent Hike In Salary, Allowances
New Delhi: Delhi’s leg-
islators will now get an 
over 66 per cent hike in 
their salaries and allow-
ances as a proposal by 
the Delhi government 
to increase their pay has 
received the president’s 
nod. The Delhi govern-
ment has issued a no-
tification to this effect. 
According to the notifica-
tion, an MLA who used to 
draw a total monthly pay 
of ₹ 54,000 will now get 
₹ 90,000. Their monthly 
basic salary has been in-
creased from ₹ 12,000 to 
₹ 30,000. Their constitu-
ency allowance has been 
raised from ₹ 18,000 
to ₹ 25,000, while the 
conveyance allowance 
has been hiked from ₹ 
6,000 to ₹ 10,000. The 
telephone allowance has 
been hiked from ₹ 8,000 

to ₹ 10,000, while the 
secretariat allowance 
has been raised from 
₹ 10,000 to ₹ 15,000. 
The overall pay of the 
ministers, Speaker and 
Deputy Speaker, chief 
whip, and the leader of 
opposition has been in-
creased from ₹ 72,000 to 
₹ 1.70 lakh per month. 
Their monthly basic sal-
ary has been raised from 
the current ₹ 20,000 to 
₹ 60,000. Their constitu-
ency allowance has been 
raised from ₹ 18,000 to 
₹ 30,000, sumptuary al-
lowance from ₹ 4,000 
to ₹ 10,000 and daily al-
lowance of ₹ 1,500 from 
the existing ₹ 1,000. 
They will also get a sec-
retariat assistance of ₹ 
25,000. Centre To Take 
Over 123 Delhi Waqf 
Board Properties, “Won’t 

Allow,” Says AAP MLA 
Centre To Take Over 
123 Delhi Waqf Board 
Properties, “Won’t Al-
low,” Says AAP MLA 
Thieves Steal 2 TVs 
From BJP MLA’s House 
In Delhi: Cops Thieves 
Steal 2 TVs From BJP 
MLA’s House In Delhi: 
Cops “Life In Danger”: 
AAP MLA Shows Wads 

Of Notes In Assembly, 
Alleges Bribery “Life 
In Danger”: AAP MLA 
Shows Wads Of Notes In 
Assembly, Alleges Brib-
ery Besides they will also 
get reimbursement of an-
nual travel with family 
up to ₹ 1 lakh that was 
earlier ₹ 50,000. Rent-
free furnished accom-
modation of ₹ 20,000 

per month, free use of car 
with driver or monthly 
₹ 10,000 as convey-
ance allowance (earlier 
₹ 2,000), and free medi-
cal treatment. In July last 
year, the Delhi Assem-
bly passed bills pertain-
ing to the hike in pay for 
Delhi’s MLAs, who were 
considered among the 
lowest-paid lawmakers 
in the country. Five dif-
ferent bills were tabled 
for the hike in salaries of 
ministers, MLAs, chief 
whip, Speaker and Depu-
ty Speaker, and Leader of 
Opposition in the Assem-
bly, which were passed 
by the members. The 
bills, after being passed 
by the assembly, were 
sent for the president’s 
nod. The Department of 
Law, Justice and Legisla-
tive Affairs issued.

Man Found Hanging From 
Ceiling Fan Of Delhi Hotel

New Delhi: A 23-year-
old man was found hang-
ing from a ceiling fan of 
a hotel at Devli Road, 
informed Delhi Police 
officers on Tuesday. He 
was identified as Ra-
hul. “On the intervening 
night of March 12 and 
13, a PCR call for hang-

ing was received by Neb 
Sarai police station from 
a hotel at Devli Road. 
Police reached the spot 
and found a man hang-
ing from the ceiling fan 
of a room,” an officer 
said. Further, according 
to the police, the Crime 
team inspected the body, 

which was then sent to 
the mortuary of AIIMS, 
Delhi for conducting due 
proceedings under Sec-
tion 174 of CrPC. When 
the police checked the 
CCTV footage of the 
hotel, they found that a 
man, clad in the Delhi 
Police uniform, had en-
tered the hotel. “It was 
later found that a man 
in Delhi Police uniform 
had entered the hotel and 
introduced himself as 
Constable Nabab, posted 
in Jyoti Nagar police sta-
tion. However, he failed 
to produce any identity 
card,” the officer said. A 
case of impersonation has 
been registered against 
him. An investigation is 
underway and further de-
tails are awaited.

Delhi Boy Dies In Accident, 3 Friends 
Dump His Body, Avoid Hospital

New Delhi:  Three friends 
dumped their friend’s 
body in an underpass in 
the Vivek Vihar area of 
the national capital after 
the auto-rickshaw they 
were travelling in over-
turned, informed Delhi 
Police. According to po-
lice, the auto-rickshaw 
they were travelling in 
met with an accident in 
which one of them was 
injured. “The injured boy 
died later. He was then 
taken from the spot in the 
same auto-rickshaw by 
his three friends, How-
ever, instead of taking 

him to a hospital, they 
dumped him at an under-
pass in the Vivek Vihar 
area,” a police officer 
said. Further, according 
to the police, the auto-
rickshaw belonged to one 

of the three accused per-
sons. “All three of them 
have been arrested and 
an investigation is under-
way,” the officer added. 
Further details are await-
ed. .

Delhi Power Minister Atishi Says No Plans To     
Revise Power Subsidy Scheme

New Delhi: The Delhi 
government has no plan 
to revise its power sub-
sidy scheme and it will 
continue without any re-
strictions of sanctioned 
load to consumers, Pow-
er Minister Atishi said on 
Monday. She told report-
ers the Delhi Electricity 
Regulatory Commission 
had issued a statutory 
advice to the Delhi gov-
ernment in 2020, asking 
it to consider restricting 
electricity subsidy to the 
poor and needy consum-
ers. The DERC withdrew 
the advisory on January 

6 this year, saying the is-
sue did not fall under its 
jurisdiction. Last week, 
Lieutenant Governor VK 
Saxena asked Chief Sec-
retary Naresh Kumar to 
direct the power depart-
ment to place the DERC 
advisory before the coun-
cil of ministers and take a 
decision within 15 days. 
“The Delhi government 
is committed to ensure 
round-the-clock power 
supply. There is no plan 
to revise the subsidy 
scheme as was reported 
recently. The LG was 
perhaps briefed incor-

rectly because the DERC 
has withdrawn its statuto-
ry advice,” Minister Ati-
shi said. She also said the 
government will “sim-
plify” the process for 
consumers applying for 
subsidy or giving it up. 
Last year, Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal declared 
that only those who ap-
ply for the subsidy will 
get it. She said the DERC 
has stated that its advice 
was legally “incorrect” 
and it could give advice 
to the government only 
on 4 matters excluding 
subsidy. The consum-

ers have to apply online 
as well as offline to get 
a 100 per cent subsidy 
on consumption of 200 
units per month and 50 
per cent subsidy (up to 
₹ 800) on monthly con-
sumption of 201 to 400 
units. The LG’s instruc-
tion was based on a re-
port by the chief secre-
tary that said the DERC 
had advised the Delhi 
government in October 
2020 to extend the power 
subsidy to consumers 
with a sanctioned load of 
either up to 3KW or up 
to 5KW, as it will cover 

almost 95 per cent of the 
total domestic consumers 
and save the government 
up to ₹ 316 crore. Minis-
ter Atishi alleged that the 
LG’s instruction hinted at 
“malafide intent” to cre-
ate hurdle in CM Kejri-
wal government’s work. 
She added that around 95 
per cent domestic power 
consumers who earlier 
availed subsidy have ap-
plied for it so far. and 
other properties could be 
sealed, officials said, cit-
ing an earlier warning by 
the Lieutenant.

Ownership Rights Of Delhi Waqf Properties 
Rest With Centre: Minister

New Delhi: Days after it 
decided to “absolve” the 
Delhi Waqf Board from 
all matters pertaining to 
123 properties, including 
mosques, dargahs, and 
graveyards in the city, 
the Union Housing and 
Urban Affairs Ministry 
on Monday said that the 
ownership of these estab-
lishments already vests 
with the Central govern-
ment. In a written reply 

to a question in Rajya 
Sabha, Union Housing 
and Urban Affairs Min-
ister Hardeep Singh Puri 
said that progress of allot-
ment of these properties 
for other purposes has 
not been initiated. “The 
ownership of the 123 
properties already vests 
with the Government of 
India (61 with Land and 
Development Office and 
62 with Delhi Develop-

ment Authority), there-
fore the question of sei-
zure of these properties 
does not arise,” Mr Puri 
said. The minister said 
that no representation or 
objections were made by 
the Delhi Waqf Board 
before the two-member 
Committee on the sub-
ject of de-notified waqf 
assets. “The Government 
intends to inspect all 
123 properties in ques-

tion. However, the actual 
physical inspection pro-
cess is yet to begin,” he 
said in the written reply. 
The Delhi Waqf Board, 
chaired by AAP MLA 
Amanatullah Khan, has 
moved the Delhi High 
Court, contending that all 
these properties are ei-
ther dargahs, mosques or 
graveyards, which have 
always remained in its 
possession and cannot.

Delhi’s Ashram flyover a relief, but traffic 
mess not over yet

NEW DELHI: The resump-
tion of traffic on the Ashram 
flyover and its extension 
proved a temporary relief. 
Vehicles run smoothly on 
the new facility but have 
to slow down immediately 
when the flyover ends when 
they run into merging traffic 
on Outer Ring Road, mostly 
comprising heavy vehi-
cles that are currently not 
permitted on the Ashram 
flyover. Traffic from two 
stretches - one from the Sa-

rai Kale Khan loop and the 
other who are driving below 
the flyover - merges on Out-
er Ring Road. On Monday, 
the traffic moved at snail’s 
pace also on the Barapullah 
elevated road because of 
a vehicle breakdown. The 
ripple effect was evident 
also on the DND Flyway. In 
addition to these, as antici-
pated by traffic police, ve-
hicular volume was heavy 
both on the Sarai Kale Khan 
stretch and near Maharani 

Bagh. “Currently, there are 
two problems at Ashram,” 
said a traffic officer. “There 
still is voluminous traffic 
under the flyover consisting 
mostly of heavy vehicles 
not allowed on the flyover 
because of high-tension 
wires that haven’t yet been 
shifted. The other problem 
is heavy vehicles from Ash-
ram going to Noida that are 
not allowed on the flyover 
breaking the barriers there.” 
The officer pointed out that 

there was heavy traffic input 
from Sarai Kale Khan which 
merged with the commer-
cial vehicles driving below 
the flyover. The cars using 
the newly extended flyover 
drive into the merged traf-
fic. As expected, traffic on 
the Sarai Kale Khan stretch 
and near Maharani Bagh 
will remain heavy until the 
loop from Sarai Kale Khan 
towards Ashram is opened 
and heavy vehicles.
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Russia-Ukraine War: Putin To Attend G20 Summit 
in India? Kremlin Answers

New Delhi: The Kremlin 
on Monday (March 13, 
2023) said it was not rul-
ing out Russian President 
Vladimir Putin attending 
a summit of leaders of 
the Group of 20 (G20) 
developed and emerging 
economies in India. Putin 
has so far not travelled 
beyond the borders of 
the former Soviet Union 
since Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in February last 
year. The Russian Presi-
dent had also missed the 
G20 summit in Indonesia 
in 2022. Asked whether 
Putin might attend the 
Delhi summit, Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Pes-
kov told reporters, “It 

can’t be ruled out. Russia 
continues to participate 
fully in the G20 frame-
work. It intends to contin-
ue to do that. But no deci-
sion has been made yet.” 
The 18th G20 Heads of 
State and Government 
Summit is scheduled to 
take place from Septem-
ber 9 to September 10 in 
New Delhi. The Summit 
will be a culmination of 
all the G20 processes and 
meetings held throughout 
the year among ministers, 
senior officials, and civil 
societies. A G20 Lead-
ers’ Declaration will also 
be adopted at the conclu-
sion of the New Delhi 
Summit, stating Leaders’ 

commitment towards the 
priorities discussed and 
agreed upon during the 
respective ministerial 
and working group meet-
ings. The key Summit is 
likely to be attended by 
US President Joe Biden, 
Britain PM Rishi Sunak, 
and French President 
Emmanuel Macron -- the 
three global leaders who 
have continuously and 
openly opposed Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. It 
is notable that India as-
sumed the presidency 
of G20 on December 1 
last year and will hand 
over the baton to Brazil 
when its presidency ends 
on November 30, 2023. 
The theme of India’s 
presidency is ‘One Earth, 
One Family, One Future’ 
which shows its commit-
ment to ‘Vasudhaiva Ku-
tumbakam’ (the world is 
one family). What is G20 
or Group of 20? The G20 
or Group of 20 is an in-
tergovernmental forum 
of the world’s major de-
veloped and developing 
economies. by Taboola-
Sponsored LinksYou 

May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to 
your name Golden Gate 
University This is an 
opportunity to make in-
come online. Resurveyed 
It was founded in 1999 
after the Asian financial 
crisis as a forum for Fi-
nance Ministers and Cen-
tral Bank Governors to 
discuss global economic 
and financial issues. The 
G20 was then upgraded 
to the level of Heads of 
State/Government af-
ter the global economic 
and financial crisis in 
2007. Subsequently, in 
2009, it was designated 
the “premier forum for 
international economic 
cooperation”. It current-
ly comprises Argentina, 
Australia, Brazil, Cana-
da, China, France, Ger-
many, India, Indonesia, 
Italy, Japan, the Republic 
of Korea, Mexico, Rus-
sia, Saudi Arabia, South 
Africa, Turkey, the UK, 
the US, and the Euro-
pean Union (EU). The 
G20 members represent 
around 85% of the global 
GDP, over 75% of the 
global trade.

Asia’s largest tulip garden in Srinagar is 
all set to open on March 19

With over 1.5 million tu-
lips of 68 varieties, Asia’s 
largest tulip garden in 
Srinagar, Kashmir is all 
set to be open for the 
public from March 19. 
Hundreds of gardeners 
are working tirelessly to 
make sure the garden is in 
full bloom at the time of 
the opening. With spring 
on, the tulip garden locat-
ed below the Zabarwan 
Hills and overlooking the 
world-famous Dal Lake, 
is looking no less than a 
floral wonderland. The 
floriculture department is 
also planning a tulip fes-
tival in the first week of 
April. “About 16 lacs of 
tulips would be in bloom 
this season in the tulip 
garden. Around 68 vari-
eties of tulips have been 
put up this year, And 
along with tulips, there 
are many other flowers 
that we are putting up. 
We also prepare crates 
from greenhouses which 
we make sure to bloom 
in greenhouses so that at 
the opening the visitors 
find tulips all around. We 
decorate the main gate 

with these crates. Around 
3000 pots of flowers are 
prepared with a lot of hard 
work for the visitors,” 
said Inam-ul-Rehman, 
who is in charge of the 
tulip garden. Around 500 
gardeners and staff are 
working day and night to 
ready the garden for the 
public. It takes around 
six months to get the gar-
den ready and huge plan-
ning is done much earlier 
before the opening of the 
garden. “We have been 
working day and night, 
whether it rains or snows. 
We are making sure to 
prepare the garden for the 
season. As you see right 
now also, we are working 
hard as the garden is days 
away from being thrown 
open. This time we have 
around 68 varieties and 
over 1.6 million tulips. 
We want people to visit 
and appreciate our hard 
work,” said Riyaz Pa-
than, who is a gardener. 
The tulip garden has be-
come extremely famous 
to people across India. 
A lot of travellers make 
plans to visit the valley 

during the tulip bloom. 
This year, the floriculture 
department has planted 
other varieties of flowers 
like hyacinths, daffodils, 
muscari and cyclamens 
to make the garden look 
more colourful. How-
ever, the tourists who are 
already in the Valley are 
extremely disappointed 
that they would not be 
able to witness the beau-
ty of the garden as it will 
open next week. “I re-
ally miss that I can’t see 
the garden. We came to 

see the glimpse but were 
not allowed. We are leav-
ing on the 17th and the 
Garden is opening on 19 
March. I still peeked in 
from a gap. Our children 
are also feeling sad that 
we won’t be able to see 
it,” said Suhas Mehta, 
who is a tourist. The gar-
den was opened in 2008 
by the then-chief minister 
of Jammu and Kashmir, 
Ghulam Nabi Azad. The 
garden was made to at-
tract more tourists to the 
Valley during.

We Do Not Know Politics But...’: Arvind 
Kejriwal To Rajasthan Voters

Jaipur: Delhi Chief Minister 
and AAP national convenor 
Arvind Kejriwal on Mon-
day said the Congress and 
the BJP have alternately 
worked to loot the state for 
years and they are fighting 
for power and not for the 
people. The Congress has 
ruled Rajasthan for 48 years 
and the BJP for 18 years, 
they cannot say they were 
not given a chance, the AAP 
national convenor said, ex-
horting people to bring his 
“honest party” to power in 
the state which goes to polls 
later this year. Kejriwal was 
addressing a gathering dur-
ing a ‘Tiranga Yatra’ from 
Sanganeri Gate to Ajmeri 
Gate. He was accompanied 
by Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann. “The Con-
gress and the BJP have al-
ternately worked to loot the 
state. This time, vote for an 
honest party and bring the 
AAP to power. We do not 
know politics but we know 

how to build good schools, 
construct roads, provide 
water, free electricity and 
health facilities,” Kejriwal 
told the gathering. “Go-
ing by this trend, this time 
it is the BJP’s turn. They 
will come and say bring the 
double-engine government 
to power. This is their code 
word for double corruption. 
I have seen it in Karnataka 
where corruption has dou-
bled,” he said. Vote for the 
BJP and the Congress if you 
want filth, drama and cor-
ruption, he said. “They are 
not fighting for you, they 
are fighting for the chief 
minister’s post,” he added. 
Kejriwal claimed Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot and 
BJP leader Vasundhara Raje 
are “one party” and they 
mobilise their party work-
ers to support each other 
whenever there is a crisis. 
“I have heard that Vasund-
hara Raje and Ashok Gehlot 
get along very well... They 

are great friends. “If Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot’s 
government faces a crisis, 
then former chief minister 
Vasundhara Raje makes the 
whole BJP stand for him... 
When there was talk that the 
BJP top brass were remov-
ing Vasundhara Raje, Ashok 
Gehlot made the entire Con-
gress stand for her. They 
are one party... Vasundhara 
Raje-Ashok Gehlot party,” 
the AAP national conve-
nor said. Before taking part 
in the rally, Kejriwal told 
reporters that the AAP is 
working to strengthen its 
organisation and working 
day and night to win the up-
coming assembly elections. 
Asked about the AAP’s 
chief ministerial candidate 
for the Rajasthan polls, Ke-
jriwal said all faces will be 
known, wait a little. “This is 
our first visit and when we 
meet again after a few days, 
you will see a strong organ-
isation,” he said. On the al-

leged manhandling of the 
widows of the three CRPF 
jawans killed in the 2019 
Pulwama terror attack, who 
have been protesting since 
February 28, by police, Ke-
jriwal said, “I am very sorry 
that the family members 
of our soldiers who went 
to meet the chief minister 
were misbehaved with. This 
should not have happened.” 
The three Pulwama widows 
are demanding a change 

in rules so that their rela-
tives and not just children 
can get government jobs 
on compassionate grounds. 
Addressing the rally, Pun-
jab Chief Minister Maan 
said the BJP and the Con-
gress don’t want the AAP 
to expand its base in the 
country as its governments 
have built good schools and 
hospitals. “And when poor 
children will become edu-
cated.

Russia Remains India’s Main Weapons 
Supplier, Though Imports Dip Sharply

Russia remains India’s 
main source of weap-
ons even as the nation 
has drastically trimmed 
purchases, highlighting 
the challenge for Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
of recalibrating New 
Delhi’s dependence on 
Moscow, while its bor-
ders with both China and 
Pakistan remain tense. 
Russian weapon imports 
dropped by 19 per cent 
for the five year period 
starting 2018 compared 
to a similar time frame 
earlier, according to a 
report from the Stock-
holm International Peace 

Research Institute, an 
independent think tank 
which studies conflict, 
weapon sales and disar-
mament. “Russia was the 
largest supplier of arms 
to India in both 2013-
17 and 2018-22, but its 
share of total Indian arms 
imports fell from 64 per 
cent to 45 per cent,” ac-
cording to the latest re-
port released on Monday. 
India’s dependence on 
Moscow for weapons 
is one of the factors be-
hind New Delhi’s neu-
tral stance on Vladimir 
Putin’s war in Ukraine, 
despite pressure from 

countries such as the 
US, Japan and Australia. 
The South Asian nation 
has supported calls for 
a ceasefire and a dip-
lomatic solution to end 
Russia’s war, but has ab-
stained at the United Na-
tions on votes condemn-
ing Russia’s invasion. 
It has also continued its 
purchases of cheap Rus-
sian oil. India has been 
the world’s largest arms 
importer since 1993 and 
“tensions with Pakistan 
and China largely drive 
its demand for arms im-
ports,” the report added. 
Sanctions on Russia, af-
fecting weapons exports, 
increased defense equip-
ment manufacturing 
in India, and increased 
competition from coun-
tries like France - that 
has seen its arms exports 
to New Delhi jump a 
whopping 489% over the 
same period - leading to 
the drop.

West Bengal DA Hike Protests: Agitators Urge Guv 
To Arrange Meeting With Mamata Banerjee

Kolkata: West Bengal 
government employees, 
agitating to press for 
their demand for a hike 
in dearness allowance, 
have urged Governor C 
V Ananda Bose to act as 

a mediator in the matter 
and arrange a meeting 
with Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee. The pro-
testers stated they would 
withdraw their hunger 
strike only after getting 

assurance from the state 
government regarding 
their demand. Following 
Bose’s request to sit to-
gether to find a way out 
of the imbroglio, repre-
sentatives of the agitating 
employees met him at the 
Raj Bhavan on Sunday. | 
In Eye Of Storm Over 
Dearness Allowance Ar-
rears, Mamata Banerjee 
Govt Pays Rs 20 Cr More 
To Ministers, MLAs “We 
want the governor to me-
diate in the matter and ar-
range for a meeting with 

the chief minister,” one 
of the agitating employ-
ees present at the meet-
ing told PTI. Following 
the meeting, which lasted 
for around 20 minutes, 
Bose said, “I appealed 
to those on hunger strike 
to kindly withdraw it be-
cause human life is pre-
cious. Every complex 
problem has a solution 
and we should try for it 
with an open mind.” The 
governor had on Satur-
day, too, urged the agita-
tors to withdra.

Centre’s Plea For Additional Compensation To Victims
New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court on Tuesday 
dismissed the Centre’s 
curative plea seeking an 
additional Rs 7,844 crore 
from the Union Carbide 
Corporation’s (UCC) 
successor firms to extend 
higher compensation to 
the victims of the 1984 
Bhopal gas tragedy that 
killed over 3,000 people 
and caused environ-
mental damage. A five-
judge constitution bench 
headed by Justice Sanjay 
Kishan Kaul said there 
was no rationale by the 
Centre to rake up the is-
sue two decades after the 

settlement. The top court 
said that a sum of Rs 50 
crore lying with the RBI 
for the victims shall be 
utilised by the Union of 
India to satisfy pending 
claims of victims.”We 
are unsatisfied with the 
Union of India for not 
furnishing any rationale 
for raking up this is-
sue after two decades...
We are of the view that 
curative petitions can-
not be entertained,” the 
bench said. The bench 
also comprising Justices 
Sanjiv Khanna, Abhay S 
Oka, Vikram Nath and 
J K Maheshwar had on 

January 12 reserved its 
verdict on the Centre’s 
curative plea. The Centre 
wanted another Rs 7,844 
crore from the UCC’s 
successor firms over and 
above the USD 470 mil-
lion (Rs 715 crore) it got 

from the American com-
pany as part of the settle-
ment in 1989. A curative 
petition is the last resort 
for a plaintiff after an 
adverse judgement has 
been delivered and the 
plea for its review.

Arvind Kejriwal, Bhagwant Mann In Madhya Pradesh Ahead Of Elections
Bhopal: Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal and 
his Punjab counterpart 
Bhagwant Mann are in 
Madhya Pradesh today, 
campaigning to add yet 
another state to the Aam 
Aadmi Party’s bag. Yester-
day, the two were in Raj-
asthan, which, along with 
Madhya Pradesh, will be 
up for election by the end 
of this year. AAP has an-

nounced that would con-
test all 200 assembly seats 
in Rajasthan and 230 seats 
in Madhya Pradesh. At a 
public meeting in Bhopal, 
Mr Kejriwal hit out at the 
ruling BJP and its prede-
cessor Congress over the 
defection of Jyotiraditya 
Scindia which pulled down 
the Kamal Nath govern-
ment. “In Madhya Pradesh, 
governments are bought 

and sold. After every elec-
tion, one party hist the 
road with a pushcart, cry-
ing ‘MLAs for sale’. Another 
party is sitting ready to 
buy. They have made a 
market of the system and 
democracy itself,” he said, 
without naming anyone. 
“The people in Madhya 
Pradesh are frustrated. No 
matter who they vote for, 
the government of ‘mama’ 

will come,” he added in 
a dig at Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan. 
Both Delhi and Punjab 
were ruled by the Congress 
before AAP wrested power 
from it. The party is expect-
ing to break into two more 
-- Rajasthan and Chhattis-
garh -- this year. Chhattis-
garh also goes to polls this 
year along with Rajasthan 
and Madhya Pradesh. In 

2018, all three states were 
won by the Congress, but 
the party lost control of 
Madhya Pradesh in 2020 
with the walkout by Jyoti-
raditya Scindia along with 
20-odd MLAs supporting 
him. AAP’s high-profile 
campaign in BJP-ruled Gu-
jarat in the last round of as-
sembly elections, though, 
fell short of expectation. 
The party, which contested 

180 of the state’s 182 seats, 
won only five. Around 120 
candidates lost their de-
posit. The party, however, 
gained national party sta-
tus by scooping up nearly 
13 per cent of votes. This 
time, besides Madhya 
Pradesh, AAP is also con-
testing in the other BJP-
ruled state, Karnataka.
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Indian Teen Girls And 
Pre-Marital Sex

In the mid ‘80s, Ma-
donna’s ‘Like a Virgin’ 
upset many conserva-
tive Indian ideals at a 
time when even dat-
ing was discouraged, 
leave alone pre-marital 
sex. Things have come 
a long way since. To-
day when you meet the 
mob, the pop singer’s 
gyrations seem like a 
Macarena rendition. 
‘I was twelve when I 
first had sex,’ says sev-
enteen-year-old Priya. 
‘The guy was about 
nine years older than 
me, in the second year 
of college, and lived 
two doors away. The 
attention he showed 
me was very different, 
I have always craved 
validation from older 
people. I knew what 
sex was by the time I 
was ten and two years 
later, I was pretty sure 
I knew what it would 
feel like. He treated me 
- and it sounds very cli-
chéd - like the only girl 
in the world. I thought 
I wouldn’t regret it and 
I still don’t.’ Priya is 
now the go-to person 
in her school for advice 
on sexual matters for 
other girls. She says she 
doesn’t like using pro-
tection but knows the 
risks and trusts the guy 
− the word trust again. 
Honestly, virginity is 
hyped up a little too 
much today because it 
is like a status symbol,’ 
she adds. ‘To fit in a lot 
of teens think it’s cool 
to lose it and say hey, I 
can get some action. I 
think for a lot of teenag-
ers, peer pressure is big 
because being accepted 
by your friends’ circle 
and kids your own age 
is very important. Not 
just teens but people in 
general, I think we all 
love attention, we all 
love validation and love 
to be loved. So, for that 
thirst of being liked, I 
think we take virgin-
ity as something to just 
get out of the way.’ So, 
now when some reports 
say Gen Z is having 
less sex than previous 
generations (since their 
oldest is twenty-five, 
perhaps anyway let’s 
give them some time), 
one must know that 
sex now doesn’t mean 
just intimacy, whether 
physical or emotional. 
Snapchatting nudes − 
how else can one define 
it? ‘The entire concept 
of flashing ... Snapchat 
serves the purpose. 
Everything has to be 
recorded, like a drag 
of a cigarette and then 
it disappears in five 
minutes,’ says Mohit, 
a father. Alice has now 
emerged from the rab-
bit hole sexually em-
powered; but her level 

of confidence depends 
on her last hook-up. 
Many parents though 
may be left wonder-
ing if they are at the 
wrong tea party. ‘There 
is a very big concept of 
hooking up, especially 
among girls,’ says An-
nika. ‘The peer pres-
sure is such that if a girl 
has not had sex by the 
age of seventeen she is 
looked down upon. It’s 
not a big deal because 
relationships are super-
ficial, and everyone is 
cheating on everyone. 
It is very cool to have a 
“main chick” and “side 
chick”. This is a big in-
fluence of the hip-hop 
culture.’ The Ameri-
can TV show Sex and 
the City had a famous 
quote on relationships: 
‘Monogamy is on its 
way out again. It had a 
brief comeback in the 
90s, but as the millen-
nium approaches, ev-
eryone’s leaving their 
options open.’ This now 
seems to be holding 
true across India’s cit-
ies. Alice though isn’t 
alone because it always 
takes two to tango, the 
mad hatter wants his 
own adventure. There 
was the case of the 
fourteen-year-old boy 
and his girlfriend, who 
was also his classmate. 
They were caught hav-
ing sex in school de-
spite having two friends 
stand guard outside 
the dance studio. The 
school felt it was better 
if they left − once again 
it was easier than facing 
irate parents. Despite 
being exceptional stu-
dents and athletes, the 
school decided to expel 
them. ‘It’s a difficult 
choice,’ says Sonya, 
mother of a teen girl. 
‘If the school doesn’t 
act, then everyone will 
think it’s a licence to do 
whatever they want at 
school. But I also feel 
it’s harsh to be thrown 
out for something like 
this.’ Should the pun-
ishment meted out to 
two consenting minors 
and to those belliger-
ently discussing rape 
be the same? Curiosity 
and recklessness − en-
couraged by social me-
dia are not the same as 
being fearless − of God, 
parents or society. Yet, 
it seems both instanc-
es are given the same 
sweeping treatment 
by those in authority - 
of banishment. ‘Kids 
making out is natural, 
we cannot take such 
harsh measures for it,’ 
agrees Shibani. ‘Un-
like what happened in 
the Mumbai WhatsApp 
chat case, it’s not ag-
gressive. To suspend 
them is a bit harsh. 

A Legal Remedy Is Required to Stop Caste 
Discrimination in Academic Institutions

Remember George 
Floyd? A 47-year-old Af-
rican-American man was 
murdered by four racist 
police officers of Min-
neapolis in May 2020. 
The day after the killing, 
widespread protests were 
witnessed not only in the 
United States but across 
the globe, demonstrating 
deep anguish and anger 
against the brutal murder. 
In India, on primetime 
TV, the national media 
discussed this case under 
the sentimental rubric of 
‘Black Lives Matters’. 
Within civil society dis-
course, the issue received 
vibrant support. Similar-
ly, in 2012, India’s civil 
society showed great 
resistance on the streets 
in protests against the 
brutal gangrape and mur-
der of a young woman in 
Delhi. Chinese Construc-
tion of Waterfalls in the 
building 350,  - Travel 
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protests show that there 
exists deep sensitivity 
and awareness for unfor-
tunate victims, and the 
people can rise against 
such heinous crimes on 
occasion. However, it 
also appears that such 
awakening and uproar 
by civil society are se-
lective. Many cases of 
brutal murder, lynching, 

rape and violence against 
Dalits, Muslims and 
Adivasis find only a few 
takers in the media or in 
civil society circles. Fur-
ther, mainstream politi-
cal parties neglect these 
cases or provide sym-
bolic lip service when 
asked. The recent ‘insti-
tutional murder’ of Dar-
shan Solanki, a young 
student of the Indian 
Institute of Technology 
(IIT) Bombay, reaffirms 
the criticism that the rul-
ing political establish-
ment, civil society and 
the mainstream media 
overtly distance them-
selves from the everyday 
tragedies and traumas of 
Dalit lives. For many, 
such incidents are treated 
merely as any another 
case of a ‘depressed and 
poor’ student’s suicide in 
the campuses of higher 
education. The recent 
report by the 12-mem-
ber inquiry committee to 
examine Solanki’s sui-
cide endorses a similar 
attitude. It rules out the 
possibility of caste dis-
crimination against So-
lanki and suggested that 
it might be the student’s 
failure to bear the aca-
demic burden. Often, an 
‘institution of excellence’ 
like IIT, JNU or DU 
highlights the so-called 
poor educational aptitude 
of Dalit and Adivasi stu-
dents, and suggests that 
there is a lack of confi-
dence amongst the stu-
dents which makes it dif-

ficult to survive in such 
competitive places. Even 
in a case of visible victi-
misation and harassment, 
Rohith Vemula’s case, 
the defenders suggest-
ed that the institutional 
practices were legitimate 
and put the blame on the 
Dalit student instead. 
Brahmanical academic 
institutions Thanks to 
constitutional provisions, 
Dalit students’ partici-
pation in the corridors 
of higher learning has 
become a reality now. 
A majority of Dalit stu-
dents to have entered the 
citadels of higher educa-
tion are first-generation 
learners, coming mostly 
from rural backgrounds 
with poor economic con-
ditions. Their lack of so-
cial and economic capital 
often becomes hurdle to 
pursue their academic 
career freely. As the nor-
mal social milieu in most 
of these campuses is lop-
sided towards the upper 

caste-Brahminic cultural 
values, the presence of 
Dalit-Adivasi members 
is often treated with in-
sensitivity, prejudice and 
hatred. They are often 
mocked due to their so-
cial background, belittled 
for their language skills 
and even punished when 
they compete against 
their upper-caste coun-
terparts. As a response, 
many Dalit-Adivasi stu-
dents hide their caste 
identities and operate 
under distress, fear and 
anxieties. Also read: 
IIT Bombay Suicide: 
Did Authorities Fail to 
Act Even After Surveys 
Pointed to Rampant Cas-
teism? During the pro-
tests to seek justice for 
Rohith Vemula, multiple 
testimonies from Dalit 
students across universi-
ties has established the 
fact that non-Dalit faculty 
members, authorities and 
other members of institu-
tions discriminate against 

Dalit students. There are 
numerous individual 
examples: a non-Dalit 
student changing his/
her hostel room because 
the roommate is a Dalit; 
giving minimum marks 
to Dalit students in viva-
voce exams; or hurling 
insensitive and abusive 
comments against Dalit 
castes and Dalit icons. 
There is also structural 
social discrimination 
like not allowing com-
mon mess facilities and 
not fulfilling the reserved 
quota in admissions, or 
in faculty and adminis-
trative positions. Further, 
political and social activ-
ism by Dalit students is 
met with a violent and re-
pressive onslaught by the 
university administration 
and by upper-caste-dom-
inated student organisa-
tions. Many such cases 
in HCU, AIIMS, IITs and 
JNU are open examples 
of caste discrimination. 
Caste-based discrimina-
tion forces many students 
to fall into acute depres-
sive conditions, result-
ing into growing cases 
of suicide. It has been 
pointed out that before 
Solanki’s suicide, in the 
last decade, there were 
more than 40 cases of 
Dalit students dying by 
suicide in some of the 
major academic institu-
tions. Two commission 
reports on caste discrimi-
nation in two central in-
stitutions of higher learn-
ing by Sukhdeo Thorat 

(2007) and Bhalchandra 
Mungekar (2012) have 
concretely demonstrated 
that Dalit students go 
through multiple diffi-
culties and harassment 
while pursuing their edu-
cation. There are subtle 
and direct ways to dis-
criminate against Dalit 
students including caste 
prejudices, bias, casteist 
abuses, social humilia-
tion and physical assault. 
Though these prestigious 
institutions admit SC/ST 
students to fulfil the con-
stitutional mandate, they 
lack a deeper sensitiv-
ity to abide by the prin-
ciples of social justice. 
Institutional authorities 
often show their inabil-
ity to prevent cases of 
caste discrimination or 
to propose an effective 
resolution against such 
complaints. Importantly, 
there is no institutional 
mechanism within aca-
demic institutions to look 
into compartmentalised 
caste relationships and 
its dire effect on cam-
pus life. The institutions 
are unaware of any pro-
cedural guidelines that 
should be implemented 
as corrective measures 
to address issues of dif-
ferential treatment. Need 
for legal remedy The 
Scheduled Castes and 
Tribes (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Act, 1989, 
(SC/ST PoAA) is one of 
the powerful legislations 
to fight social.

Right Outcome, Wrong Remedy: Why SC’s ECI 
Judgment Deserves Support and Criticism

In a bold judgment that 
deals with issues that 
are matters of moment 
for Indian democracy, a 
constitution bench of the 
Supreme Court modified 
the selection process for 
the appointment of mem-
bers of the Election Com-
mission of India. Chinese 
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verto Player The court 
was adjudicating upon a 
set of writ petitions, dat-
ing back to 2015, that 
challenged the extant 
process for the appoint-
ment of members of the 
ECI and its structural 
and operational indepen-
dence. The court held 
that the Chief Election 
Commissioner or CEC 
and other Election Com-
missioners or ECs must 
be appointed by a com-
mittee consisting of the 
Prime Minister, Leader 
of Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha and the Chief Jus-
tice of India. Predict-
ably, the judgment has 
garnered immense sup-
port and criticism. One 
school of thought views 
the judgment as filling 
an important legislative 
vacuum – namely creat-
ing an independent and 
non-partisan process for 
the appointment of ECI 
members. On the other 
hand, there are those who 
argue that resolution of 

this impasse would have 
been best left to the po-
litical process. They fur-
ther contend that the key 
precedent that Justice 
Joseph’s judgment relies 
on for creating the new 
appointment framework 
– the collegium system 
for appointing judges 
to the higher judiciary – 
has itself been beset with 
concerns as to its effec-
tiveness and transpar-
ency – a reliable and ac-
curate bellwether for how 
the new framework will 
work for the ECI. The 
court’s concerns for the 
need for judicial interven-
tion were well-founded 
and the new framework 
that it created justified 
and proper. However, it 
could have adopted a dif-
ferent remedial option 
that would have arguably 
accounted for some of 
the concerns voiced by 
critics of the judgment. 
Also read: Decoding the 
Supreme Court’s Elec-
tion Commission Judg-
ment Recall that Article 
324(2) of the constitu-
tion, as the default rule, 
vests the power to ap-
point the CEC and ECs 
in the president of India. 
However, the provision 
enables the parliament to 
alter the default by enact-
ing a law, by stating that 
the default rule is ‘subject 
to the provisions of any 
law to be made by parlia-
ment’. In our opinion, the 
framers deliberately and 
consciously conceived 
the default arrangement 
to provide time to the 
parliament to explore a 

robust, independent and 
rule-bound mechanism 
for the appointment of 
ECI members. Given that 
Article 324(2) creates a 
default framework until 
such time as parliament 
steps in, it is difficult to 
agree with the court when 
it concludes that there is a 
legislative vacuum which 
the court had to step in to 
close. Equally, there is no 
denying that the indepen-
dence of the ECI is criti-
cal for the sustenance of 
Indian democracy and for 
the right to vote – a con-
stitutional right – to have 
meaning. It is also beyond 
dispute that the process 
for appointing members 
of the ECI is an important 
element in securing such 
independence. The ECI 
is, to use the language 
of Oxford law profes-
sor Tarunabh Khaitan, a 
guarantor institution, that 
guarantees compliance 

with important constitu-
tional norms. Further, the 
enabling language that 
empowers the parliament 
to step in to make a law 
on the appointment of 
ECI members evinces a 
desire of the framers for 
a rule-bound and non-
partisan framework in the 
long term to regulate the 
appointment process of 
ECI. To that extent, the 
judgment produces an 
outcome consistent with 
the vision of the fram-
ers in creating Article 
324(2). While we do not 
believe that there was a 
legislative vacuum, as ar-
gued above,, it is equally 
true that Article 324(2) of 
the constitution is not ac-
companied by an imme-
diate trigger that would 
require parliament to act 
to create a framework for 
appointing ECI members. 
As the court wisely notes, 
political parties have a 

special interest in not 
framing such a law, due 
to the vital link that ex-
ists between the ECI and 
“the pursuit of power, its 
consolidation and perpet-
uation.” For all these rea-
sons, we have significant 
sympathy for the view 
adopted by the court that 
the extant framework for 
appointing members of 
the ECI is not appropriate 
as a constitutional mat-
ter, necessitating judicial 
intervention. Where we 
disagree with the court 
is at the stage of the rem-
edy that it formulated. 
It held that the new ap-
pointment system cre-
ated by it would operate 
immediately and would 
be “subject to any law to 
be made by Parliament.” 
The court could have 
instead opted for a rem-
edy that is often used by 
the apex courts of South 
Africa and Canada – a 

suspended declaration of 
invalidity. Under this ap-
proach, the court’s judg-
ment would have been 
in abeyance for a given 
time period, say one year. 
During this time, parlia-
ment would have had 
the opportunity to step 
in and cure the consti-
tutional infirmity found 
by the court, namely the 
absence of a non-partisan 
and rule-bound mecha-
nism to appoint members 
of the ECI. If parliament 
would have failed to act 
within this one year pe-
riod, the court’s judgment 
would then have come 
into force. This approach 
would have imbued the 
court’s judgment with 
greater legitimacy and 
set in motion a constitu-
tional dialogue between 
the court and parliament. 
The court could have also 
used this latitude to lay 
down norms on two im-
portant issues that it left 
to parliamentary wisdom 
– norms for removal of 
ECs or variation in their 
service conditions and 
having a permanent sec-
retariat and funding ar-
rangement for the ECI. 
Under the framework we 
propose, the court could 
have ruled on these two 
aspects without having 
to encounter the charge 
of judicial activism that 
perhaps made it stay 
its hand. In conclusion, 
while the judgment pro-
duces an outcome that 
strengthens Indian de-
mocracy, it could have 
done so in a way that 
equally strengthens.
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What two Oscars for India mean in a world where art meets business
It is a momentous occa-
sion for India when it 
wins two Academy 
awards on the same day, 
one for a catchy street 
song that is not necessar-
ily delightful to a country 
with classical music tra-
ditions that go back cen-
turies, and the other for a 
documentary on the rela-
tionship between man 
and animal featuring the 
country’s mascot animal, 
the elephant. There are 
cheers all around but also 
some murmurs of protest 
at the fact that the Oscar 
for the best song has gone 
to “Naatu Naatu”, a gyra-
tional tune that sounds a 
lot like the usual fare at 
an average Indian wed-
ding dance. It doesn’t 
help that it is from the 
Telugu movie RRR that 
has turned history into 
kitsch by creating a fic-
tional fantasy out of real 
people who lived in dif-
ferent times, with a na-
tionalist agenda that 
sounds disturbingly jin-
goist. It all depends on 
who you are talking to. 
There are those who say 
that “Naatu Naatu” cele-
brates popular culture 
with its subaltern aesthet-
ic in which simple 
rhythms make for great 
joy. There are others who 
chime in: “What the hell, 
if “Gangnam Style” can 
do it, why can’t India’s 
Average Jai enjoy his 15 
minutes of global fame?” 
The foot-tapping South 
Korean global hit by rap-
per Psy had become the 
first song to get one bil-
lion views on YouTube. 
Why should Koreans 
have all the fun? So there. 
Discerning art lovers, 
however, will heave a 
sigh of relief at the fact 

the Oscars themselves 
are not necessarily in 
question. After all, The 
Elephant Whisperers, an 
elegant short documenta-
ry produced by Guneet 
Monga and made by Kar-
tiki Gonsalves, ticks all 
the right boxes for those 
who lean to the left: A 
cute, environmentally-
conscious documentary 
made by two women 
with no big-budget hype. 
You get the picture. So 
where does all that leave 
the Oscars? To get the an-
swer you have to sit at the 
intersection of art and 
commerce, which is what 
the Academy awards are 
all about. It is easy to 
draw a parallel between 
the Oscar-winning “Naa-
tu Naatu” and Sushmita 
Sen winning the Miss 
Universe contest in 1994 
when India was barely 
three years into its eco-
nomic reform programme 
and was being wooed as 
a huge consumer market. 
Those who said the pag-
eant was a Western con-
spiracy to make Indians 
buy more facial creams 
and lipsticks are pretty 
close to the ones who 
would show hard num-
bers to show India as the 
juiciest market for digital 
music, given that popu-
lous China lives behind a 
digital Great Wall. They 
could well be right. The 
number of internet users 
in India is forecast to 
touch the one-billion 
mark this year, and that 
makes it about three 
times the population of 
the entire United States. 
With the number expect-
ed to hit 1.5 billion by 
2040 and with the current 
GDP growth rate the fast-
est among major econo-

mies despite hiccups, the 
pull of the Indian market 
is undeniable. You don’t 
expect the global temple 
of capitalism and show 
business to miss all that, 
do you? It also helps that 
aggressive lobbying to 
build up market potential 
is part of the Oscar rou-
tine. Netflix last year had 
about 225 million sub-
scribers worldwide and 
the Indian number was 
estimated at only five 
million. Cut-price offers 
to the bottom of the mar-
ket pyramid by Netflix 
shows that Asia and par-
ticularly India are where 
it must tell Hollywood 
stories that appeal to Wall 
Street. Cynicism much? 
But you don’t make mov-
ies without an eye on the 
big chance. It costs mon-
ey to produce grandiose 
flicks. Netflix, which has 
won six Oscars this year, 
is cut from the same cloth 
as Paramount and Fox. 
The studio system knows 
which market to go after 
and keeps a sensible eye 
on what the audiences 
there gyrate to. But then, 
this is not necessarily 
crass commerce. It could 
be a show of double-
edged chutzpah by stu-
dios that know how to 
woo erudite middle-class 
living rooms and cut-
price mass audiences 
alike. With platforms like 
Spotify, YouTube and 
Amazon Prime available 
to earn money from, Hol-
lywood is digitally savvy 
in both cinema and mu-
sic. Elephant-size studios 
and heavy-duty movie 
producers are well aware 
of what is likely to work. 
And where. Hollywood 
does have a soul and does 
search it sometimes. At 

least its Indie cousins do. 
It is a delight when 
American cinema turns 
the camera on itself, as it 
did in the 2008 satire ti-
tled What Just Happened 
in which Robert De Niro 
plays a Hollywood pro-
ducer struggling with a 
perfectionist British di-
rector and trying to please 
money-minded studio 
executives as well. The 
film shows rather well 
the art-commerce trad-
eoffs and dilemmas in the 
show business as well as 
the conflict between 
American and French 
(Cannes festival) sensi-
bilities. You can sum it 
all up with an aphorism: 
There is an art to market-
ing and there is a market 
for art. This is where we 
need to place the two Os-
cars India has won this 
year. If one song makes 
you dance to big money, 
the other should evoke 
tears of joy in la-di-da 
living rooms. It takes all 

kinds. the pull of the In-
dian market is undeni-
able. You don’t expect 
the global temple of capi-
talism and show business 
to miss all that, do you? It 
also helps that aggressive 
lobbying to build up mar-
ket potential is part of the 
Oscar routine. Netflix 
last year had about 225 
million subscribers 
worldwide and the Indian 
number was estimated at 
only five million. Cut-
price offers to the bottom 
of the market pyramid by 
Netflix shows that Asia 
and particularly India are 
where it must tell Holly-
wood stories that appeal 
to Wall Street. Cynicism 
much? But you don’t 
make movies without an 
eye on the big chance. It 
costs money to produce 
grandiose flicks. Netflix, 
which has won six Os-
cars this year, is cut from 
the same cloth as Para-
mount and Fox. The stu-
dio system knows which 

market to go after and 
keeps a sensible eye on 
what the audiences there 
gyrate to. But then, this is 
not necessarily crass 
commerce. It could be a 
show of double-edged 
chutzpah by studios that 
know how to woo erudite 
middle-class living 
rooms and cut-price mass 
audiences alike. With 
platforms like Spotify, 
YouTube and Amazon 
Prime available to earn 
money from, Hollywood 
is digitally savvy in both 
cinema and music. Ele-
phant-size studios and 
heavy-duty movie pro-
ducers are well aware of 
what is likely to work. 
And where. Hollywood 
does have a soul and does 
search it sometimes. At 
least its Indie cousins do. 
It is a delight when 
American cinema turns 
the camera on itself, as it 
did in the 2008 satire ti-
tled What Just Happened 
in which Robert De Niro 

plays a Hollywood pro-
ducer struggling with a 
perfectionist British di-
rector and trying to please 
money-minded studio 
executives as well. The 
film shows rather well 
the art-commerce trad-
eoffs and dilemmas in the 
show business as well as 
the conflict between 
American and French 
(Cannes festival) sensi-
bilities. You can sum it 
all up with an aphorism: 
There is an art to market-
ing and there is a market 
for art. This is where we 
need to place the two Os-
cars India has won this 
year. If one song makes 
you dance to big money, 
the other should evoke 
tears of joy in la-di-da 
living rooms. It takes all 
kinds. which has won six 
Oscars this year, is cut 
from the same cloth as 
Paramount and Fox. The 
studio system knows 
which market to go after 
and keeps a sensible eye 

on what the audiences 
there gyrate to. But then, 
this is not necessarily 
crass commerce. It could 
be a show of double-
edged chutzpah by stu-
dios that know how to 
woo erudite middle-class 
living rooms and cut-
price mass audiences 
alike. With platforms like 
Spotify, YouTube and 
Amazon Prime available 
to earn money from, Hol-
lywood is digitally savvy 
in both cinema and mu-
sic. Elephant-size studios 
and heavy-duty movie 
producers are well aware 
of what is likely to work. 
And where. Hollywood 
does have a soul and does 
search it sometimes. At 
least its Indie cousins do. 
It is a delight when 
American cinema turns 
the camera on itself, as it 
did in the 2008 satire ti-
tled What Just Happened 
in which Robert De Niro 
plays a Hollywood pro-
ducer struggling with a 
perfectionist British di-
rector and trying to please 
money-minded studio 
executives as well. The 
film shows rather well 
the art-commerce trad-
eoffs and dilemmas in the 
show business as well as 
the conflict between 
American and French 
(Cannes festival) sensi-
bilities. You can sum it 
all up with an aphorism: 
There is an art to market-
ing and there is a market 
for art. This is where we 
need to place the two Os-
cars India has won this 
year. If one song makes 
you dance to big money, 
the other should evoke 
tears of joy in la-di-da 
living rooms. It takes all 
kinds.

Supreme Court’s Live Stream - 
Sunlight As Disinfectant

They say sunlight is the best 
disinfectant. With the live 
streaming of constitutional 
cases (Challenge to Eco-
nomically Weaker Section 
Quota, Shiv Sena Defec-
tion case and Challenge to 
All India Bar exam) in the 
Supreme Court, this will 
culminate into reality. This 
has been a long time com-
ing. Live streaming of par-
liament happened as early 
as 2006 (Lok Sabha) and 
2011 (Rajya Sabha). Crit-
ics might say that judges 
and lawyers will play to the 
gallery, but I am sure this 
transparency will do more 
good than bad. A Constitu-
tion bench of the Supreme 
Court is hearing the chal-
lenge to the reservation and 
criteria for the Economical-
ly Weaker Section (EWS). 
When the court expressed 
doubts about the rationality 
of an 8 lakh income crite-
ria, the government had no 
answers to defend the same. 
Let’s take you back to Janu-
ary 2019 when the 124th 
Constitutional Amendment 
Bill was introduced in par-
liament. It was passed in the 
Lok Sabha as well as the 
Rajya Sabha and became 

what we know as the 103rd 
Constitutional Amendment 
Act, 2019. The Act provides 
for a 10% reservation for the 
EWS belonging to the gen-
eral category in education 
and jobs. The precedents 
for scrutiny and review of 
bills have been used spar-
ingly of late. Only 13% of 
all Bills were sent to parlia-
mentary committees in the 
17th Lok Sabha (till 2021), 
down from 60% in the 14th 
Lok Sabha (2004-09). This 
Bill too was bulldozed, 
and was not scrutinised by 
either a standing commit-
tee or a select committee 
of parliament. The Bill left 
the criteria for qualifying 
as EWS to the discretion of 
the government, entitling it 
to receive potential political 
benefits of the reservation. 
An official memorandum 
was released by the Union 
Government three days af-
ter receiving the President’s 
assent to the Bill, mention-
ing the criterion for apply-
ing under EWS reservation 
would be that the gross an-
nual family income should 
not exceed ₹ 8 lakh. The 
criterion was pulled out of 
thin air in a matter of three 

days. The Oxfam Report on 
Inequality suggests that the 
top 10% of the Indian popu-
lation holds 77% of the total 
national wealth. When basic 
needs become inaccessible 
to the poorest of the popu-
lation, the move to provide 
reservations to the economi-
cally backward becomes es-
sential. Having said this, it 
is imperative that the other 
reserved categories are not 
excluded from the benefit of 
this policy. It is plausible to 
assume that other reserved 
categories might also meet 
the said criteria. But only 
people belonging to the 
general category can avail 
the reservation, making it 
exclusionary for the most 
needy. Moreover, the last 
census was conducted over 
a decade ago, and a deci-
sion as huge as this cannot 
be based on a population 
drawn from ten-year-old 
data. It can be argued that 
the government’s definition 
of EWS is ripped off from 
the criteria for defining 
the creamy layer for Other 
Backward Classes (OBCs), 
which also stands at ₹ 8 
lakh. However, it is a grave 
error to equate the two class-
es. OBCs comprise those 
who suffer from social and 
educational backwardness 
on account of their birth. 
They also often lie at the in-
tersection of class and caste 
deprivations. This limits 
their ability to access oppor-
tunities for social and eco-
nomic mobility due to inter-
generational transmission 
of social disadvantages. The 
Union Government is yet 
to explain how the amount 
of ₹ 8 lakh, which is way 

above the average house-
hold income of India, has 
been decided as the criteria 
for EWS reservation. Even 
if the government is able 
to provide an explanation 
for this number, it remains 
unclear how reservations 
for EWS reflect the current 
definition, which is that of 
a socially and economically 
emancipatory tool of devel-
opment. That is why crit-
ics would call it a glorified 
welfare scheme. The Major 
Sinho Commission, which 
called for reservations for 
EWS, never suggested the 
₹ 8 lakh figure. In fact, it 
recommended that the cri-
teria be fixed according to 
tax brackets. Secondly, the 
Commission’s report has a 
limited view of the problem 
as it mostly revolves around 
government representations 
and not public surveys and 
data. The report suggested 
that the individuals entitled 
to such benefits should pos-
sess “economic backward-
ness compounded with their 
social and educational back-
wardness”. When this legis-
lation was finally challenged 
in the court and the criteria 
questioned, the government 
did not justify the manner 
of its implementation, in 
line with the full depth of 
the recommendations of the 
Commission. This makes 
the law short-sighted, am-
biguous and exclusionary 
for the most deprived. Here 
are five questions that need 
to be answered. 1) What is 
the government’s rationale 
for setting out the current 
criteria for defining EWS, 
and why were existing.

Ashok Gehlot’s Magic Trick 
Needs A BJP “Sawed In Half”

The Rajasthan election, due 
later this year, is turning 
out to be quite the thriller 
with the state’s ruling Con-
gress and its rival BJP both 
struggling with infighting. 
Rajasthan has thrown out 
the incumbent every five 
years since 1998, and it’s 
the BJP’s turn to win. Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot’s 
strategy to beat the trend 
is to exploit factionalism 
within the BJP, announce 
pro-poor measures and 
launch an extensive PR 
campaign to showcase the 
“Rajasthan model of de-
velopment”. But the BJP is 
a house divided too, with 
multiple aspirants, though 
the Ashok Gehlot-Sachin 
Pilot rivalry has captured 
more airtime. On Vasund-
hara Raje’s birthday recent-
ly, rival factions - one led by 
the former Chief Minister 
and the other led by Rajast-
han BJP chief Satish Poonia 
- organised parallel events. 
Vasundhara Raje is pressing 
the BJP’s central bosses to 
name her presumptive chief 
minister, but the party pre-
fers a contest under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
leadership. Besides Va-
sundhara Raje and Poonia, 
there are aspirants like Ga-
jendra Shekhawat, Rajen-
dra Rathore, Om Birla and 
Ashwini Vaishnaw. Raje, 
who reportedly doesn’t en-
joy a great rapport with the 
Modi-Shah duo, is wary of 
their penchant for picking 
not-so-strong leaders for the 
top job. Lessons from other 
states Anti-incumbency. Is 
it possible to break such a 
strong trend? Three states 

did - Punjab (2012), Tamil 
Nadu (2016) and Kerala 
(2021). Learning from 
these states, Ashok Gehlot, 
a.k.a “Jadugar (magician)”, 
hopes to: (i) Fuel a split/
have a tacit understanding 
with/pluck some BJP lead-
ers before the polls (Akali 
Dal’s Punjab model) (ii) 
Announce welfare policies 
(Jayalalithaa’s Tamil Nadu 
model) and (iii) Work on 
his communication, visibil-
ity, and delivery (Pinarayi 
Vijayan’s Kerala model). 
1. Welfarism In his govern-
ment’s final Budget, Ashok 
Gehlot announced pro-poor 
schemes directed at vari-
ous voting segments. He 
is making efforts to create 
his own laabharthi (ben-
eficiary) vote bank. Ujjwala 
scheme consumers will get 
LPG cylinders at ₹ 500, 
which will benefit 76 lakh 
people (women voters). 
100 units of electricity a 
month will be provided 
free of charge to domestic 
consumers, compared to 50 
units earlier (poor families). 
A one-time registration fee 
will be charged for appear-
ing in competitive exams 
instead of multiple fees 
(young voters). One lakh to 
be given government jobs 
this year (young voters). 
The Old Pension Scheme 
will also cover employees 
of boards, corporations, 
academies, and universities 
(state government employ-
ees). The medical cover 
under Chiranjeevi Health 
Insurance Scheme has been 
increased to Rs 25 lakh/
family per year from ₹ 
10 lakh earlier. Under the 

Chief Minister’s Annapurna 
Yojana, free ration will be 
provided to about one crore 
families under the National 
Food Security Act. 2. Per-
ception Management Ashok 
Gehlot realises that drastic 
situations call for drastic 
measures. He needs to do 
something completely un-
orthodox to buck the trend. 
For someone known to be 
shy and averse to show-
manship, the 71-year-old 
has hired PR firms to bur-
nish his image. That’s a big 
change for a status quoist. 
Newspapers of the country 
are awash with Rajasthan 
government ads. A new 
TV ad showcases “Bachat, 
Rahat and Badhat”, based 
on Budget announcements. 
Gehlot’s team is identify-
ing schemes that are work-
ing and tightening the nuts 
and bolts. Taking a leaf out 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s book, he has also 
been raising social issues 
like calling for a ban on 
ghoonghat (veil). He has 
been meeting with young 
school and college girls to 
encourage the use of sani-
tary pads and he has also 
been pushing the Udaan 
scheme. 3. Presidential 
Style Elections Local anti-
incumbency plays a big role 
in elections in the state, re-
sulting in a high number of 
swing seats and first term 
MLAs (50% of the assem-
bly strength). Of the four 
states that voted together in 
2018 - Rajasthan, Madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and 
Telangana - voting on the 
basis of a chief ministerial 
face was the lowest in Ra-

jasthan (4%). This implies 
that elections in Rajasthan 
are seat-by-seat. An incum-
bent government cannot 
contest seat-by-seat senti-
ment. To offset local level 
disaffection, Gehlot may 
drop many MLAs, per re-
ports. There are plans for a 
“Gehlot vs Who” campaign 
to highlight the absence of a 
BJP chief ministerial candi-
date. Gehlot may also craft 
an emotional pitch around 
his “last” election. Chal-
lenges galore... All is not 
well in Congress either. It 
has been all quiet on Sa-
chin Pilot’s front lately, 
and Gehlot seems to have 
the go-ahead of the leader-
ship to continue as Chief 
Minister. In the 75-member 
list for the AICC (All India 
Congress Committee) ple-
nary session, the majority 
were loyalists of Gehlot. 
But there is no definite 
compromise formula yet. 
If Pilot, who belongs to the 
influential Gujjar commu-
nity and is popular among 
the youth, doesn’t give his 
100%, then Gehlot will find 
it difficult to return. Any po-
sition like campaign com-
mittee chief or state presi-
dent for Pilot in a balancing 
act will complicate matters 
while picking candidates. In 
a glimpse of trouble ahead, 
Jat leader Harish Chaud-
hary has been needling his 
own government. The Guj-
jars, Jats and Bishnois are 
reportedly unhappy w i t h 
the Gehlot government. 
Law and order is becoming 
a pain point. Rajasthan has 
registered the highest num-
ber of criminal.
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New York truck attacker escapes 
death penalty as jurors fail to agree

An Uzbek man, who was 
accused of killing eight 
people in a truck attack 
that took place six years 
ago in New York, was 
sentenced to life impris-
onment after the jurors 
failed to agree on the 
punishment of the death 
penalty Monday. Pros-
ecutors had argued de-
manding capital punish-
ment for Sayfullo Saipov, 
who was convicted in 
January of various mur-
der and terrorism charges 
over the truck attack that 
happened on October 31, 
2017. Saipov was sen-
tenced to a life term, de-
void of any possibility of 
parole after the Manhat-
tan federal court’s jury 
failed to unanimously 
agree on the death pen-
alty. | Five arrested for 
kidnapping and killing of 
US citizens in Mexico A 
rented pickup truck was 
driven by Saipov down 
a Manhattan bike path 
where New Yorkers were 

preparing to celebrate 
Halloween. Among those 
killed was a group of five 
friends who had travelled 
from Argentina. Around 
12 others were injured 
before Saipov was shot 
in the abdomen by the 
police. It was termed the 
deadliest attack that took 
place in New York since 
the World Trade Centre 
buildings were brought 
down on September 11, 
2001, Al-Qaeda hijack-
ings. Saipov, who had 
shifted to the United 
States in 2010, is be-
lieved to have acted as 
per the instructions of 

the Islamic State mili-
tant group, which called 
him one of its “soldiers”. 
Saipov’s trial was the first 
federal prosecution car-
ried out during the presi-
dency of Joe Biden in 
which capital punishment 
was sought by the Jus-
tice Department (DoJ). | 
WION Speed News: Buf-
falo mass shooter sen-
tenced to life; 1 killed, 3 
wounded in Texas mall 
shooting The step was 
taken despite the incum-
bent US president’s op-
position to the death pen-
alty and a moratorium on 
any federal.

Tracking microbes 
through a malodor-
ous network of sewer 
lines led virologist Marc 
Johnson to the source 
of unusual coronavirus 
mutants. After months 
of sampling effluent, the 
University of Missouri 
School of Medicine mi-
crobiologist found ex-
actly where the mutants 
originated: from a regu-
lar user of restrooms at a 
specific Wisconsin busi-
ness. Although unable to 
identify that individual, 
Johnson could still see 
from genetic data that 
viral particles were be-
ing freshly made and 
expelled for more than a 
year - many times longer 
than a typical two-week 
Covid infection. And 
during that time, the mu-
tations showed the virus 
was “running like hell,” 
trying to evade the per-
son’s immune system, 
Johnson said. Labora-
tory analysis of his sew-
er samples exposed the 
battleground inside the 

patient’s body, where the 
virus was quickly evolv-
ing to maintain a strong-
hold. “You can find lots 
of chronic infections - 
people that are probably 
infected for over a year 
- where the virus hasn’t 
changed at all,” he said. 
“And I don’t understand 
why in some patients it 
just goes crazy.” As the 
Covid-19 scourge enters 
a fourth year, patients 
like the one Johnson 
uncovered by tracing 
back through miles of 
waste pipes and drains 
are nudging research-
ers closer to answers for 
key questions: namely, 
where do worrisome new 
mutants come from? And 
what’s their role in long 
Covid, the mysterious 
post-infection ailment 
that afflicts more than 140 
million people globally? 
Scientists are exploring 
the possibility that some 
of the most infectious 
versions of the corona-
virus - omicron and its 
descendants - came from 

chronically infected indi-
viduals whose immune 
systems were weakened 
by disease, drugs or both. 
Research released in De-
cember shows the virus 
can persist throughout 
the body and brain for 
months. That suggests it 
may be able to hide out 
in human cells and tis-
sues, not unlike the way 
HIV and the shingles-
causing chickenpox virus 
do. Intriguing Autopsies 
Traces in the blood and 
stool of patients experi-
encing protracted symp-
toms suggest that SARS-
CoV-2 might be holed 
up in the gut, fat or other 
tissues that give shelter 

from the body’s immune 
defenses. Researchers at 
the US National Insti-
tutes of Health who con-
ducted meticulous autop-
sies on the bodies of 44 
Covid victims found viral 
genetic material through-
out patients’ bodies and 
brains for as long as 7 1/2 
months after symptoms 
began. In one case, virus 
particles isolated from 
the brain were grown in 
a lab dish, proving they 
were fully functional and 
capable of replicating. 
“The predominant dam-
age continues to appear 
to be in the lungs,” said 
Daniel Chertow, who led 
the research.

US To Extend Humanitarian Stay For 
Ukrainians Who Entered Via Mexico

Washington: The Biden 
administration will al-
low Ukrainians who en-
tered the United States 
last year at the Mexico 
border to renew their hu-
manitarian status, giving 
them continued access 
to government benefits 
like health insurance and 
food stamps. The exten-
sion is a victory for advo-
cates who have urged the 

administration of U.S. 
President Joe Biden to 
expand legal pathways 
for thousands of migrants 
from a select group of 
countries who have been 
allowed to enter the coun-
try in recent years on a 
temporary emergency 
basis. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Secu-
rity (DHS) said on Mon-
day that about 25,000 

Ukrainians who fled 
the conflict in Ukraine 
and sought refuge in the 
United States via Mexico 
in early 2022 can now 
extend their stay beyond 
the one-year permit they 
were initially granted. 
Many showed up at the 
U.S.-Mexico border be-
cause they had few oth-
er avenues to reach the 
United States. In April 

of last year, under pres-
sure to accept more refu-
gees, Biden to allow the 
entry of Ukrainians with 
U.S. sponsors via air and 
discourage border cross-
ings. More than 118,000 
Ukrainians have come to 
the United States through 
that program with two-
year grants of “humani-
tarian parole” that will 
not expire until 2024 or 
later, according to DHS. 
Immigrant advocates 
hope to secure a similar 
extension for an esti-
mated 77,000 Afghans 
who arrived in the United 
States in 2021 as part of 
the U.S. military with-
drawal from Afghanistan. 
Many Afghans could see 
their humanitarian pa-
role expire later this year. 
Meredith Owen, director 
of policy and advocacy 
at Church World Service, 
a refugee resettlement 
group, called for Afghans 
to receive a similar ex-
tension, calling it “long 
past due.”

Former US president Trump slams 
nation’s ‘insane’, ‘woke’ education system 

“Business As Usual”: SVB’s New CEO Writes To Clients
New Delhi: Silicon Val-
ley Bank’s new CEO Tim 
Mayopoulos has writ-
ten a letter to the bank’s 
clients, stating that the 
lender is not just open, 
it is conducting busi-
ness as usual. “Silicon 
Valley Bank NA is open 
and conducting business 
as usual. We are here to 
serve you. I recognize 
that the past few days 
have been an extremely 
challenging time for our 
clients and our employ-
ees, and we are grateful 
for the support of the 
amazing community we 
serve. I have joined the 
company starting today,” 
Mr Mayopoulos wrote in 
the letter. Mr Mayopou-
los said that new depos-
its and all assets of the 
Silicon Valley Bank to 
a newly created FDIC-
operated ‘bridge bank’. 
“Over the weekend, the 
FDIC transferred all de-
posits and substantially 
all assets of the former 
Silicon Valley Bank to 
a newly created, full-

service FDIC-operated 
‘bridge bank’ in an action 
designed to protect all de-
positors of Silicon Valley 
Bank,” he said. “Deposi-
tors have full access to 
their money and new and 
existing deposits are pro-
tected.” A ‘bridge bank’ 
is a chartered national 
bank that operates under 
a board appointed by the 
FDIC. It assumes the de-
posits and certain other 
liabilities and purchases 
certain assets of a failed 
bank. The bridge bank 
structure is designed to 
“bridge” the gap between 
the failure of a bank and 
the time when the FDIC 
can stabilise the institu-
tion and implement an 
orderly resolution. Mr 
Mayopoulos added that 
the bank will provide 
more information as soon 
as it was available. “I 
look forward to getting to 
know the clients of Sili-
con Valley Bank...I also 
come to this role with ex-
perience in these kinds of 
situations. I was part of 

the new leadership team 
that joined Fannie Mae in 
the wake of the financial 
crisis in 2008-09, and 
I served as the CEO of 
Fannie Mae from 2012-
18,” Mayopoulos said 
in the letter. The SVB 
has been a key lender to 
startups across the Unit-
ed States since the 1980s. 
Its overnight collapse 

baffled many in the tech 
industry. Post a comment 
The chaos post its fall led 
US President Joe Biden 
to reassure Americans 
about the country’s finan-
cial system amid worries 
of inflation. CEO of Fan-
nie Mae from 2012-18,” 
Mayopoulos said in the 
letter. The SVB has been 
a key lender to startups 

across the United States 
since the 1980s. Its over-
night collapse baffled 
many in the tech indus-
try. Post a comment The 
chaos post its fall led 
US President Joe Biden 
to reassure Americans 
about the country’s finan-
cial system amid worries 
of inflation.

Former United States 
president Donald Trump 
on Monday slammed the 
nation’s “insane” educa-
tion system and vowed 
to revamp it. He further 
pledged to bring back 
“common sense” school-
ing as part of his “Amer-
ica First” campaign. 
Trump was speaking to 
potential voters in Iowa 
when he touched upon 
the highly debated issue 
that is expected to contin-
ue to dominate the con-
versations throughout the 
year and up to next year’s 
elections.”We have to get 
back to common sense, 

and that is reading, writ-
ing, arithmetic,” Trump 
told the crowd in Daven-
port. As per AFP, he was 
answering an audience 
question about schools 
becoming “indoctrination 
camps,” focused on “sex-
ualizing our children.” 
Reiterating Republican 
allegations of appropria-
tion of “wokeness” into 
teaching Donald Trump 
Iowa at the rally said 
that “what they’re teach-
ing in schools today is 
insane.”Earlier, in Janu-
ary, Trump had called for 
federal funding cuts to 
school programmes that 

dealt with “critical race 
theory, gender ideology, 
or other inappropriate 
racial, sexual, or politi-
cal content.” Trump also 
promised to champion 
“school choice” i.e., giv-
ing parents the right to 
elect principals, and state 
— rather than federal 
— control over curricu-
lums. As per Merriam-
Webster, it also means 
that “students are given 
the choice to attend a 
school other than their 
district’s public school”.
Former president Trump 
said that if he were to 
win the 2024 Presidential 
elections, he’ll “fight to 
expand that right to every 
single state in America.” 
He also echoed his previ-
ous pledge to “keep men 
out of women’s sports.” 
This is a reference to 
another highly debated 
topic about whether 
transgender women and 
girls should be allowed 
to participate in women’s 

Pak Court Issues Non-Bailable Warrant 
Against Imran Khan For Threatening Judge

Lahore: In more trouble 
for ex-Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, 
a district and sessions 
court in Islamabad issued 
a non-bailable arrest war-
rant for the PTI chairman 
on Monday in a case per-
taining to using threat-
ening language against 
a woman additional dis-
trict and sessions judge 
and senior police officers 
while addressing a public 
gathering last month, ac-
cording to Dawn News. 
Senior civil judge of Is-
lamabad’s district and 

sessions court Rana Mu-
jahid Rahim has instruct-
ed the police to arrest 
the former prime minis-
ter and present him be-
fore the court by March 
29. The case against 
Khan, the chairman of 
the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) party was 
registered in August last 
year, over his remarks at 
a rally here, in which he 
warned Additional Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge 
Zeba Chaudhry and top 
police officials of dire 
consequences for their 

“biased” attitude towards 
his party. He also blamed 
them for the treatment 
meted out to his aide 
Shehbaz Gill, whom he 
alleged was subjected to 
torture in judicial cus-
tody. Initially, Imran was 
booked under various 
sections of the Pakistan 
Penal Code after the Is-
lamabad High Court ini-
tiated contempt of court 
proceedings against the 
former premier. In Sep-
tember last year, Khan 
appeared before the ses-
sions judge to personally 
apologise to Chaudhry. 
Consequently, the Is-
lamabad High Court re-
moved terrorism charges 
against Khan. However, 
a similar case was filed 
against him after the FIR 
was registered. Khan, the 
70-year-old former crick-
eter-turned-politician 
has heavily criticised the 
state institutions after a 
botched attempt by po-

lice to arrest him from his 
residence in the Zaman 
Park area of Lahore on 
the weekend. The police 
raid unfolded on March 5 
after a court in Islamabad 
issued a non-bailable 
arrest warrant against 
Khan in the Toshakhana 
case. Separately, Judge 
Zafar Iqbal of the dis-
trict and sessions court 
in Islamabad took up the 
Toshakhana case against 
Khan on Monday. by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksY-
ou May Like Extra online 
income chance for India 
residents. Resurveyed 
Get personalized Home 
interiors tailored to your 
budget. HomeLane The 
PTI chief has been in 
the crosshairs for buying 
gifts, including an expen-
sive Graff wristwatch he 
had received as the pre-
mier at a discounted price 
from the state depository 
called Toshakhana and 
selling them for profit. 

The Islamabad court is-
sued a non-bailable arrest 
warrant in the Toshakha-
na case against Khan last 
month for his repeated 
failure to appear before 
the court. According to 
Khan, he was facing at 
least 80 different cases 
in various courts across 
Pakistan. Khan was 
ousted from power in 
April last year after los-
ing a no-confidence vote 
in his leadership, which 
he alleged was part of a 
US-led conspiracy tar-
geting him because of his 
independent foreign pol-
icy decisions on Russia, 
China, and Afghanistan. 
Amid all this, the Lahore 
Police also booked for-
mer prime minister and 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) chief Imran Khan 
in a case regarding the 
death of a party activ-
ist, Pakistan-based ARY 
News reported. The La-
hore Police.

Viruses Hiding Out in Patients Hold 
Long Covid Answer
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Infinix Zero Ultra and Zero 20 First 
Impressions: Spec Overhaul

Infinix is known for its 
low-cost, large-screen 
smartphones in India 
such as the Infinix Hot 
20. However, with its 
Zero series of smart-
phones, the company is 
approaching the mid-
budget segment with 
some promising features 
and premium specs. In-
finix has launched the 
Zero Ultra and Zero 20 
and here are our initial 
thoughts on both the de-
vices. Play Video Start-
ing with the Infinix Zero 
20, this smartphone ap-
pears to have similar de-
sign elements between 
the Oppo F21s Pro and 
the Vivo V23, especially 

the Glitter Gold finish. 
It has smooth sides and 
Infinix claims the frame 
is made of metal. On the 
right, we have the power 
button with an integrated 
fingerprint sensor, and 
the volume controls; 
while on the left, we 
have the SIM tray. The 
USB Type-C charging 
port, a 3.5mm headphone 
port, a microphone, and 
a bottom-firing speaker 
are all located on the 
bottom. The Infinix 
Zero 20 comes in three 
colour options, Glitter 
Gold, Green Fantasy, and 
Deep Grey, all of which 
have matte textures. The 
back panel is not made 

of glass and does not 
attract fingerprints but 
the same cannot be said 
about the frame. 1 Infi-
nix Zero 20 Colours The 
Infinix Zero 20 has three 
rear cameras It was unex-
pected to see no Infinix 
logo on the Zero 20, and 
for some reason, all we 
have is a ‘Zero’ inscrip-
tion on the back panel. 
The camera module pro-
trudes quite a bit on this 
device. We have a three-
camera setup here, along 
with a flash. The Infinix 
Zero 20 has a 108-mega-
pixel primary camera 
(no OIS), 13-megapixel 
ultra-wide-angle camera, 
and a 2-megapixel depth 
sensor on the back. You 
also get a high resolu-
tion 60-megapixel cam-
era on the front that does 
support OIS. In the little 
time I had with the de-
vice, I found the colours 
to be fairly true to life in 
photos shot using both 
the rear and front cam-
eras. However, to cap-
ture pictures at the full 

108-megapixel resolu-
tion, one has still to delve 
deep into the camera UI, 
which is a letdown. 6 In-
finix Zero 20 Screen The 
Infinix Zero 20 has an 
optically stabilised selfie 
camera As for the screen, 
the Infinix Zero 20 has 
a large 6.7-inch full-
HD+ AMOLED display 
which, in my opinion, is 
fairly sharp and produces 
nice colours. This device 
should make content 
consumption enjoyable. 
The bezels are small and 
do not interfere with the 
viewing experience. This 
smartphone is powered 
by the MediaTek Helio 
G99 SoC, a 6nm proces-
sor capable of perform-
ing basic tasks smoothly. 
If the 4500mAh battery 
isn’t enough to get you 
through a day of mixed 
usage, the included 45W 
power adaptor should 
help you recharge quick-
ly. One thing to keep in 
mind is that this is a 4G 
smartphone and it still 
ships with Android 12.

iQoo 11 5G First Impressions: Setting A 
Performance Benchmark

iQoo 11 5G has been of-
ficially launched and it is 
the first flagship Android 
smartphone in India this 
year. The device arrives 
as a successor to the 
iQoo 9T, which launched 
last year in India. Com-
pared to its predecessor, 
the new iQoo 11 5G has 
received some upgrades, 
which according to the 
company, makes it an 
all-round performer. The 
iQoo 11 5G is the first 
smartphone to feature 
Qualcomm’s latest and 
fastest Snapdragon SoC 
in India. It also gets the 
new V2 co-processor 
from Vivo, support for 
super-fast charging, and 
a smooth display. The 
iQoo 11 5G has launched 
in two colour options. 
The variant that the com-
pany sent us is called 
Legend, which has the 
iconic BMW Motors-
port racing stripes on the 
back. This variant uses 
a faux-leather material 
and has a textured back. I 
also held the Alpha vari-
ant, which has a glass 
back. Between the two, 

I liked the Alpha vari-
ant more as it felt more 
modern, while offering 
a premium in-hand feel. 
iPhone 14 and iPhone 
14 Plus Review: Minor 
Refreshes and a New 
Balance Since it is a tall 
phone and the weight 
is well distributed, the 
iQoo 11 5G does not feel 
as heavy in the hand, 
even though it weighs 
205g on paper. The metal 
frame houses the power 
and volume buttons on 
the right, whereas the 
bottom edge has the USB 
Type-C port, sandwiched 
between the SIM tray 
and the primary speaker 
grille. The iQoo 11 5G 

comes with a tall 6.78-
inch 2K AMOLED dis-
play. iQoo has bumped 
up the refresh rate to 
144Hz and the resolution 
to 2K, compared to its 
predecessor. The screen 
is still flat and has fairly 
thin bezels around it. It 
is also an E6 AMOLED 
panel, which according 
to the company, amps up 
the peak brightness up 
to 1800 nits while prom-
ising up to 13 percent 
better power efficiency. 
Lastly, there is a layer 
of Corning Gorilla Glass 
Victus for protection 
against accidental drops 
and scratches. iQoo 11 
5G WM 2 iQoo 11 5G 

The iQoo 11 5G comes 
with 2K flat AMOLED 
display The screen re-
freshes smartly as per 
the content on the screen. 
Further, with the addi-
tion of the new Vivo V2 
Image Signal Processor 
(ISP), iQoo says that 
phone can perform frame 
interpolation in games 
to achieve a higher and 
smoother framerate up to 
144fps, even if the game 
doesn’t officially support 
it. This will be particu-
larly useful for gamers 
who play resource-in-
tensive games such as 
Genshin Impact. Under 
the hood, there is a Qual-
comm Snapdragon 8 Gen 
2 SoC, with up to 16GB 
of LPDDR5X RAM and 
256GB of UFS 4.0 inter-
nal storage. To keep ther-
mals under check, there 
is a new vapour chamber 
liquid cooling system. 
iQoo claims that the 11 
5G is capable of achiev-
ing impressive scores in 
AnTuTu, although this 
alone shouldn’t be con-
sidered as any measure of 
real-world performance.. 

Redmi Note 12 Pro+ 5G Review: 
A Strong Overall Package

Redmi Note 12 Pro+ 5G is 
Xiaomi’s latest mid-range 
smartphone offering in In-
dia. The top-of-the-line 
phone in the Note 12 se-
ries is a direct successor to 
the Redmi Note 11 Pro+ 
5G (Review), which didn’t 
quite pan out to be a seg-
ment leader as many would 
have hoped for, in our opin-
ion. Xiaomi is now try-
ing to fill the void with the 
Redmi Note 12 Pro+ 5G, 
with some segment-first 
hardware. Play Video The 
headlining feature of the 
Redmi Note 12 Pro+ 5G is 
its 200-megapixel primary 
camera. The phone is also 
the fastest charging Redmi 
Note, ever. However, the 
combination of premium 
and segment-first hardware 
has also attracted a higher 
price tag. Not only is it a 
lot more expensive than the 
Redmi Note 11 Pro+ 5G, it 
sits almost next to the Xiao-
mi 11i HyperCharge (Re-
view). Despite the higher 
price tag, should you con-

sider buying the Redmi 
Note 12 Pro+ 5G? Here is 
our full review to help you 
decide. Redmi Note 12 
5G First Impressions: No 
Longer a Budget Option 
Redmi Note 12 Pro+ 5G 
price in India The Redmi 
Note 12 Pro+ 5G comes in 
two storage options. The 
phone’s base model packs 
8GB of RAM and 256GB 
of internal storage and is 
priced at Rs. 29,999. The 
variant that Xiaomi sent 
us has 12GB of RAM and 
256GB of internal storage. It 
is priced at Rs. 32,999. Red-
mi Note 12 Pro+ 5G design 
The Redmi Note 12 Pro+ 
5G continues to offer a pre-
mium in-hand feel thanks 
to its glass body. The rear 
panel curves towards to the 
flat plastic frame, ensuring 
it feels comfortable to hold 
even for long durations, de-
spite the phone weighing 
about 208g. Because the 
weight is well distributed, 
the phone does not feel as 
heavy in the hand. The de-

vice also has an IP53 rating 
for basic protection against 
water splashes. Xiaomi sent 
us the Arctic White colour 
of the Redmi Note 12 Pro+ 
5G, which, according to me, 
is the best looking of the lot. 
The shiny texture makes the 
phone look striking and pre-
mium. Despite the glossy 
paint job, the white colour 
helps hide fingerprints and 
smudges a lot better com-
pared to the Obsidian Black 
and Iceberg Blue colours. 
What I did not like as much 
was that the phone.

The Last of Us Season 1 Review: A Tale of Single 
Parentage Rooted in an Unforgiving, Mouldy World

When you’re lost in the 
darkness, look for the 
light.” This is a message 
that resonates throughout 
The Last of Us series, in 
both a literal and meta-
phorical sense, signifying 
the search for hope in an 
otherwise lifeless waste-
land. You know what 
else is known for being 
lifeless? Video game ad-
aptations that are clearly 
made to cash in on the 
popularity of the original 
property, often ruining 
the original experience 

and drawing hatred from 
fans. HBO’s latest post-
apocalyptic drama, how-
ever, is anything but that. 
On top of the immacu-
late piece Neil Druck-
mann sculpted —  that 
is the original PS3 game, 
filmmaker Craig Mazin 
(Chernobyl) has laid a 
thick spit-shine, deliver-
ing a splendidly emo-
tional tale that appeals to 
both fans and newcom-
ers alike. As cheesy as 
it sounds, The Last of 
Us is indeed that scarce 

beam of light seeping 
through the shady, dense 
branches of ill-fated ad-
aptations. Now to be 
fair, the HBO series was 
somewhat primed for 
success, given the source 
material was fashioned 
like an interactive movie. 
A lot of the groundwork 
was already laid, and 
this new rendition sticks 
close to it, often incorpo-
rating the same dialogues 
that fans might be able to 
predict before the actors 
even start moving their 
lips. These interactions 
separate Druckmann’s 
universe from other zom-
bie media by focusing on 
the humane aspect. Sure, 
there’s the overarching 
dystopian theme pep-
pered with violence and 
bandits, but at its core, it 
is a story about two key 
figures — Joel and El-
lie. ALSO SEEAll Mov-

ies and Shows Coming 
to Disney+ Hotstar in 
March Play Video Pe-
dro Pascal embodies the 
former, a grizzled sur-
vivor still coping with 
the loss of his daughter 
from 20 years ago. Time 
has been rough on him, 
causing him to develop a 
penchant for getting into 
risky situations, while he 
continues living in a to-
talitarian quarantine zone 
with Tess (Anna Torv). 
SPOILERS AHEAD: 
On one of his odd jobs, 
he crosses paths with a 
teenage girl Ellie (Bella 
Ramsey), whom he is 
then tasked with escort-
ing to a Fireflies’ (a rebel 
group) base. This un-
likely relationship forms 
the crux of The Last of 
Us, albeit with a level of 
poignance that doesn’t 
make it overly sappy 
or sentimental. There’s 

a lot of back-and-forth 
between the two charac-
ters, stemming from their 
differing understanding 
of pain. In Joel’s case, 
he has too much knowl-
edge about the world — 
the people, betrayal, and 
memories from before 
the Cordyceps fungal 
outbreak turned things 
around. Ellie, however, 
was raised in a mili-
tary compound, lacking 
someone to call family 
and trusting no one. The 
loss of loved ones is the 
only thing connecting 
these characters, and the 
narrative builds upon that 
to slowly bring them to-
gether in a father-daugh-
ter relationship of sorts, 
in a dramatic set piece 
that brought tears to my 
eyes, even after having 
experienced it before in 
the game. It’s incredible 
on-screen chemistry.

Motorola Moto Buds 600 ANC 
Earphones With Google Assistant

Motorola Moto Buds 600 
ANC, a new pair of truly 
wireless stereo (TWS) 
earbuds can now be pur-
chased separately by cus-
tomers, the company an-
nounced on Wednesday. 
These earphones were 
previously available as 
part of the Motorola Edge 
30 Fusion package in the 
US. Even though Motor-
ola is best known for its 
smartphones, the Leno-
vo-owned company has 
dabbled in sound tech-
nology and products such 

as earbuds, headphones, 
and wireless speakers. 
Motorola Sound already 
has a decent portfolio 
aimed at various price 
segments. The new TWS 
earphones is an upgrade 
from the company’s pre-
vious model, and are 
claimed to provide bet-
ter sound clarity and call 
quality, along with sup-
port for active noise can-
cellation. Moto Buds 600 
ANC price According to 
the company, the Moto 
Buds 600 ANC is priced 

at $149.99 (roughly Rs 
12,400) in the US. The 
TWS earbuds were pre-
viously available as part 
of the Motorola Edge 30 
Fusion package. Custom-
ers will be able to select 
one of two colours: Wi-
netasting and Jet Black. 
Motorola is yet to an-
nounce details of avail-
ability of the earbuds in 
India. Moto Buds 600 
ANC specifications, fea-
tures The earbuds are 
designed with a stem and 
slightly slanted pods on 
top. They are equipped 
with silicone ear tips to 
ensure that active noise 
cancellation works prop-
erly. The charging case 
has an oval shape with 
rounded edges. It resem-
bles a box of face powder. 
A physical button can be 
found in the centre of the 
vacant space on one side 
of the charging case. 
This button activates the 
pairing mode on the ear-
buds.

Jio is offering unlimited 5G data with its Rs 2999 
prepaid plan: Check details

Reliance Jio has upgrad-
ed its Rs 2,999 prepaid 
plan. The updated plan 
now offers unlimited 5G 
data to the eligible sub-
scribers in addition to 
offering the benefits that 
it already offers as a part 
of the plan. Also Read - 
Apple likely to include 
its in-house 5G modems 
in iPhones soon: Here’s 
what we know so far 
For the unversed, Jio’s 
Rs 2,999 prepaid plans 
comes with a validity of 
365 days and it offers 
2.5GB of data per day, 
which totals to 912.5GB 
of data in a year. As a part 
of the Happy New Year 
offer, subscribers will get 
additional 23 days of va-
lidity and additional 75G 
of data. In total, Jio’s Rs 
2,999 prepaid plan of-
fers 388 days of validity 
along with 987.5GB of 
data. Also Read - Qual-
comm says Apple may 
use its own 5G modems 

in iPhone 16 Additional 
benefits included as a part 
of this plan include com-
plimentary subscription 
to Jio TV, Jio Cinema, Jio 
Security and Jio Cloud. 
And now, the upgraded 
plan offers unlimited 5G 
data. Also Read - Inter-
net speeds for Jio and 
Airtel improved since the 
launch of 5G service in 
India: Report Image: Jio 
In addition to Rs 2,999 
plan, Jio is also offering 
a 5G upgrade plan worth 
Rs 61 that comes with 
the same validity as your 
existing plan and offers a 
total of 6GB of data. This 
plan can be coupled with 
other prepaid plans worth 
Rs 119, 149, Rs 179, 
Rs 199 and Rs 209 by 
Jio subscribers in cities 
where Jio’s 5G service 
is active to get access to 
Jio’s True 5G network. 
Jio says that the unlim-
ited 5G data is applica-
ble only in cities where 

Jio True 5G has been 
launched and user has 
been invited for Jio Wel-
come Offer. It is worth 
noting that the change 
comes just days after Jio 
expanded the availability 
of its True 5G network 
to more than 27 cities, 
making the service avail-
able in 331 Indian cit-
ies. Here is the entire list 
of cities where Jio’s 5G 
network is available: Jio 
True 5G network avail-
ability Andhra Pradesh – 
Chittoor, Eluru, Guntur, 
Kadapa, Kakinada, Kur-
nool, Narasaraopet, Nel-
lore, Ongole, Rajamahen-
dravaram, Srikakulam, 
Tirumala, Tirupati, Vi-
jayawada, Visakhapat-
nam, Vizianagaram, 
Ananthapuramu, Bhi-
mavaram, Chirala, Gun-
takal, Nandyal, Tenali, 
Hindupur, Madanapalle, 
Proddatur, Anakapalli, 
Machilipatnam, Tadipatri 
Arunachal Pradesh – Ita-

nagar Assam – Guwa-
hati, Silchar, Nagaon, 
Dibrugarh, Jorhat, Tez-
pur, Bongaigaon, North 
Lakhimpur, Sivasagar, 
Tinsukia Bihar – Pat-
na, Muzaffarpur, Gaya, 
Bhagalpur, Katihar, Ar-
rah, Begusarai, Bihar 
Sharif, Darbhanga, Pur-
nia Chandigarh Chhat-
tisgarh – Bhilai, Durg, 
Bilaspur, Korba, Raipur, 
Rajnandgaon, Ambika-
pur, Raigarh, Dhamtari, 
Jagdalpur, Bhatapara 
Goa – Panaji, Mormugao 
Delhi Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli and Daman and 
Diu — Diu Gujarat – 
Ahmedabad, Ahwa, Am-
reli, Anand, Bharuch, 
Bhavnagar, Bhuj, Botad, 
Chhota Udaipur, Dahod, 
Godhra, Himatnagar, 
Jamnagar, Junagadh, 
Kalol, Khambalia, Lu-
nawada, Mehsana, Mo-
dosa, Morbi, Nadiad, 
Navsari, Palanpur, Pa-
tan, Porbandar, Rajkot, 

Rajpipla, Surat, Va-
dodara, Valsad, Vera-
val, Vyara, Wadhwan, 
Gandhidham, Anklesh-
war, Savarkundla, Vapi 
Jharkhand – Dhanbad, 
Jamshedpur, Ranchi, 
Bokaro Steel City, De-
oghar, Hazaribag, Ka-
tras Jammu and Kashmir 
— Anantnag Haryana 
– Ambala, Bahadurgarh, 
Faridabad, Gurugram, 
Hisar, Karnal, Panch-
kula, Panipat, Rohtak, 
Sirsa, Sonipat, Thane-
sar and Yamunanagar 
Himachal Pradesh — 
Shimla, Bilaspur, Hamir-
pur, Nadaun, Baddi-
Barot iwala-Nalagarh 
Karnataka – Bagalkote, 
Belgaum, Bellary, Ben-
galuru, Bidar, Bijapur, 
Chikkamagaluru, Dava-
nagere, Gadag-Betageri, 
Hassan, Hospet, Hubli-
Dharwad, Kalaburagi, 
Mandya, Mangalore, 
Manipal, Mysuru, Shiva-
mogga, Tumakuru.
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Six Adani Group Stocks Settle Lower; Four 
Firms Hit Upper Circuit Limit

New Delhi: Shares of six 
Adani group firms out of 
ten listed entities ended 
the day in the negative 
territory on Monday 
amid a volatile trend in 
the equity markets. At 
the close, six of the group 
firms were in the red ter-
ritory while four were in 
the green. The stock of 
Adani Enterprises Ltd 

(AEL) fell 1.20 percent 
to close at Rs 1,873.60 
apiece on the BSE. The 
flagship firm’s market 
valuation dropped to Rs 
2.13 lakh crore. NDTV 
tanked 4.96 percent to 
settle at Rs 222.15 apiece 
on BSE. During the day, 
the shares of the media 
firm hit an intra-day low 
of Rs 222.10 -- also its 

lower price band. (Also 
Read: ‘Your Deposits 
Will Be There When You 
Need Them’: US Presi-
dent Joe Biden On SVB 
Crisis) ACC tumbled 
4.17 percent to close at 
Rs 1,770.10, Adani Wil-
mar plunged 3.95 percent 
to settle at Rs 435.40 and 
Adani Ports and Special 
Economic Zone (AP-
SEZ) declined 2.42 per-
cent to end at Rs 680.95 
on the exchange. (Also 
Read: Mumbai: Woman 
Switched From iPhone 
To Android Phone To 
Activate Credit Card, 
Duped Rs 7 Lakh- Here’s 
How) Also, shares of 
Ambuja Cements dived 
2.78 percent to settle at 
Rs 367.85 on BSE. How-
ever, four Adani group 

companies, Adani Pow-
er, Adani Transmission, 
Adani Green Energy, and 
Adani Total Gas jumped 
5 percent each. by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksY-
ou May Like Extra online 
income chance for India 
residents. Resurveyed 
India Citizens aged 40-
80 can take advantage of 
this opportunity. Home-
ownerhome Adani Pow-
er closed at Rs 215.50, 
Adani Transmission at 
Rs 949, Adani Green En-
ergy at Rs 717.20, and 
Adani Total Gas at Rs 
997.65 -- also their upper 
price bands on BSE. The 
30-share BSE Sensex 
tumbled 897.28 points 
or 1.52 percent to close 
at 58,237.85 points. The 
NSE Nifty.

Psychological Safety at Workplace Leads to 
Higher Employee Retention, Engagement

New Delhi: Psychologi-
cal safety at workplace 
is a crucial need for cor-
porate India as it leads 
to higher employee re-
tention and engagement, 
says a report. Psycho-
logical safety refers to 
employees believing 
that they can take risks 
without being shamed 
by other members. Ac-
cording to leading job 
site Indeed’s report on 
Diversity, Inclusion and 
Belonging (DI&B) at 
Indian Workplaces, 45 
per cent of all employ-
ers surveyed believe that 
psychological safety is a 
strong performance indi-
cator and 47 per cent be-
lieve it is a crucial need. 
This study was carried 
out by Valuevox on be-

half of Indeed across 15 
sectors and 16 cities, in-
volving 1,200 employers 
and 1,500 employees of 
small, medium, and large 
businesses. According to 
Rohan Sylvester, Talent 
Strategy Advisor, Indeed, 
amidst various global un-
certainties, organizations 
are looking to build high-
performing teams. “In 
the last couple of years, 
employees have faced 

various stressors related 
to work such as burn-
out, mental health issues, 
overwork etc. Therefore, 
prioritizing employees 
will be at the forefront for 
organizations to enhance 
psychological safety at 
work which can further 
lead to strong business 
growth,” Sylvester said. 
Sylvester further said that 
“our data shows that 23 
per cent of organizations 

are planning to initiate 
formal policies around 
DI&B in the next 12-18 
months. It will be critical 
for employers to focus 
on this in order to thrive 
in the new normal.” The 
major reasons for em-
ployees feeling psycho-
logically unsafe at work 
are mental health issues, 
unaddressed/unsatisfac-
torily addressed griev-
ances and fear of losing 
their anonymity while 
providing feedback. As 
per the study, biases also 
play a role in determining 
psychological safety at 
work. The most common 
biases employees face 
are gender and sexual 
orientation (59 per cent), 
their religion, caste and 
ethnicity.

FDIC Nominated Fannie Mae’s Former CEO, Tim 
Mayopoulos, To Lead Silicon Valley Bank

New Delhi: Tim Mayo-
poulos, a former CEO 
of Fannie Mae, was ap-
pointed by the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration on Monday to 
lead Silicon Valley Bank, 
a division of the now-
defunct SVB Financial 
Group. He steps in af-
ter the startup-focused 
lender was shut down 
by regulators on Friday 

following a run on its 
deposits that left it with 
a lack of capital. Before 
joining fintech Blend, 
Mayopoulos spent more 
than six years as the CEO 
of mortgage financier 
Fannie Mae. The great-
est bank failure since 
the 2008 financial crisis, 
SVB’s failure has deci-
mated stocks and raised 
worries about a global 

market contagion. (Also 
Read: HSBC Buys UK 
Division Of Silicon Val-
ley Bank) by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like This is an oppor-
tunity to make income 
online. Resurveyed Add 
a ‘Dr.’ to your name 
Golden Gate University 
The sale of a $21 bil-
lion portfolio of securi-
ties that were available 

for sale last week, which 
resulted in a $1.8 billion 
loss and a sharp decline 
in deposits, prevented 
the bank from raising 
capital to cover the short-
fall. (Also Read: Signa-
ture Bank 2nd Lender 
To Fail In Last Three 
Days, 3rd Largest Bank 
Failure In US History) 
Also, the regulator has 
moved nearly all of the 
bank’s assets, including 
all insured and uninsured 
deposits, to a recently 
established bridge bank. 
For the unversed, once 
Silicon Valley Bank went 
under, leaving behind 
billions of dollars in de-
posits, HSBC purchased 
the UK division of the 
firm. The UK branch of 
Silicon Valley Bank will 
be sold to HSBC UK 
Bank Plc, the Bank of 
England announced in 
a statement on Monday, 
following discussions 
with the Prudential Reg-
ulation Authority (PRA), 
HM Treasury (HMT), 
and the Financial Con-
duct Authority (FCA). 
The FCA and PRA have 
given HSBC its approv-
al. According to the UK 

central bank, the mea-
sure was taken to support 
financial system trust, 
stabilise SVBUK, assure 
the continuity of banking 
services, and minimise 
damage to the UK tech-
nology sector. Jeremy 
Hunt, a South West Sur-
rey MP, addressed the sit-
uation on Twitter “This 
morning, a private sale 
of Silicon Valley Bank 
UK to HSBC was made 
possible by the govern-
ment and the Bank of 
England. Deposits will 
be safeguarded with-
out assistance from the 
taxpayer. I promised to 
protect the IT sector yes-
terday, and we have been 
working hard to keep that 
pledge.” This outcome 
comes after the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration was designated 
to assume control of 
the lender’s deposits by 
California banking au-
thorities on Friday after 
closing startup-focused 
Silicon Valley Bank. The 
last bank to fail that was 
insured by the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration occurred in Oc-
tober of 2020.

Sebi To Auction 66 Properties Of 
Saradha Group On April 11

New Delhi: Markets 
regulator Sebi on Mon-
day said it will auction 
66 properties of Saradha 
Group on April 11 at 
a reserve price total-
ling Rs 32 crore to re-
cover money raised by 
the firm from the public 
through illicit schemes. 
The properties to go un-
der the hammer include 
land parcels located in 
West Bengal, the Securi-
ties and Exchange Board 
of India (Sebi) said in a 
notice. The regulator said 
that the e-auction will be 
conducted between 11 
am and 1 pm on April 11, 
2023. The total reserve 
price of these properties 
is pegged at about Rs 32 
crore. (Also Read: Sebi 
has engaged Quikr Re-
alty to assist it in the sale 
of the properties and ap-
pointed C1 India as the 
e-auction provider. The 
development came after 
the Calcutta High Court 
passed an order in June 
2022, whereby it direct-
ed Sebi to proceed with 
the auction of properties 
of the Saradha Group of 
Companies. The entire 
exercise was directed 
to be completed within 

three months. Saradha 
Group, a consortium of 
over 239 private com-
panies, allegedly ran 
chit-fund operations in 
West Bengal, Assam, and 
Odisha and raised around 
Rs 4,000 crore from 1.7 
million depositors be-
fore it collapsed in April 
2013. As per the notice, 
the regulator said bidders 
should make their own 
independent enquiries re-
garding the encumbranc-
es, litigations, attach-
ments, and acquisition 
of liabilities of the prop-
erty put on auction, prior 
to submitting their bid. 

“The purchaser shall par-
ticipate in the e-auction 
on his own behalf and no 
third party intervention, 
like authorized agent/
representative, would be 
permitted. The success-
ful bidder shall bear the 
charges/ fee payable for 
the transfer of the prop-
erty in his/her name. All 
taxes shall be borne by 
the purchaser,” the notice 
said. In September 2022, 
the regulator said that it 
will auction 69 properties 
of the Saradha Group of 
Companies on November 
1 at a reserve price of Rs 
30 crore.

Reddit Aims For IPO (Public 
Issue) Later This Year

West Bengal Extends Stamp Duty 
Rebate for Home Buyers till Sep 30
New Delhi: West Ben-
gal government has an-
nounced to extend stamp 
duty rebate for home 
buyers till 30 Septem-
ber in the state budget 
2023-24. The Bengal 
Finance Minister Chan-
drima Bhattacharya an-
nounced the huge relief 
today while presenting 
the state budget. Stamp 
Duty is a tax that is put 
on single property pru-
chases or documents. Be-
fore a document could be 
used lawfully, a physical 
revenue stamp had to be 
affixed to it or imprinted 
on it to demonstrate that 
stamp duty had been 
paid. The Bengal gov-
ernment also announced 
in the budget to increase 
the Dearness Allowance 
(DA) hike by 3%. Earlier, 
the West Bengal govern-
ment incresed dearness 
allowance of employees 
and pensioners at 34%. 
Employees protested that 
is 35% lesser than paid 
by the central govern-

ment. West Bengal gov-
ernment is presenting 
the state budget 2023-24 
on Wednesday. Bengal 
government employees 
had been protesting for 
DA hike for the last few 
months. It will give a 
huge relief to employees 

and pensioners. Other 
annoucements by Bengal 
government in the budget 
2023-24: Bengal govern-
met announced Rs 350-
Cr startup fund to extend 
up to Rs 5 lakh each to 
young entreprenuers. 
12000-km of rural roads 

to be constructed at a cost 
of Rs 3000 crore, includ-
ing maintenance in the 
‘Rasta Shree’ Project. 
Government announced 
Agricultural income tax 
on Tea Garden for 2023-
24 and 2024-25 to be 
waived.

Social media platform 
Reddit Inc is looking to 
go public later this year, 
likely in the second half, 
the Information reported 
on Tuesday, citing people 
familiar with the matter. 
Reddit and other firms 

including grocery de-
livery firm Instacart are 
keeping their initial pub-
lic offering paperwork up 
to date, in preparation for 
their debuts when market 
conditions improve, the 
report added. Reddit did 

not immediately respond 
to Reuters’ request for 
comment. The IPO mar-
ket had come to a virtual 
standstill last year with 
several high-profile list-
ings on ice as a selloff in 
high-growth tech stocks 

and volatility in the capi-
tal markets soured in-
vestor sentiment. Reddit 
Gets Hacked After Em-
ployee Falls Victim To 
“Phishing Attack” Reddit 
Gets Hacked After Em-
ployee Falls Victim To 
“Phishing Attack” Red-
dit Users Debate Over 
“Measuring Vegetable 
In Cups” In Food Reci-
pes Reddit Users Debate 
Over “Measuring Veg-
etable In Cups” In Food 
Recipes Woman Hides 
Secret Candy Stash From 
Her Husband, Reddit Us-
ers Can Relate Woman 
Hides Secret Candy Stash 
From Her Husband, Red-
dit Users Can Relate In 
December 2021, Reddit 
had confidentially filed 
for an initial public offer-
ing with the US securities 
regulator, after the com-
pany’s message boards 
became the go-to des-
tination for day traders 
during the meme stock 
frenzy.
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Three-time Grand Slam champion Stan Wawrinka 
reaches Indian Wells round of 16

Three-time Grand Slam 
champion Stan Wawrin-
ka scored a win for the 
old guard Monday, beat-
ing 19-year-old seventh 
seed Holger Rune 6-2, 
6-7 (5/7), 7-5 to reach the 
fourth round at Indian 

Wells. A former world 
number three now ranked 
100th, Wawrinka has had 
two left knee and two 
left foot surgeries since 
he reached the Indian 
Wells and Roland Garros 
finals in 2017. At 37, he 

had 18 years on his op-
ponent, but he avenged 
a first-round defeat to 
the Dane at the Paris 
Masters in November, 
where Rune saved three 
match points to launch 
his run to a first Masters 

title. Also Read: PSG 
defender Achraf Hakimi 
named in Morocco squad 
despite rape accusations 
It looked like the young 
Dane, ranked eighth in 
the world, might pull off 
a similar comeback when 
he saved a match point 
and broke Wawrinka in 
the ninth game of the 
second set. Rune clawed 
back from 5-2 down in 
the second-set tiebreaker 
to force a third set, but 
Wawrinka dictated the 
pace using his trademark 
backhand to good effect. 
The Swiss, who won the 
Australian Open in 2014, 
the French Open in 2015 
and the US Open in 2016, 
finished with 12 aces and 
didn’t face a break point 
in the final set. He broke 
Rune in the penultimate 
game and served out the 
victory in two hours and 
40 minutes -- and more 
than an hour after his first 
match point. “I should 
have won the match 

way before,” Wawrinka 
said. “I started feeling 
nervous and hesitated a 
little bit. He came back 
in the match. He is an 
amazing player, a young 
player. “But it is special 
to keep winning. I re-
ally enjoy the second 
seek atmosphere,” said 
Wawrinka , who has 
reached quarter-finals in 
Marseille and Rotterdam 
this year. “It was impor-
tant to stay there men-
tally because I am play-
ing well. All my career 
I know only one way: to 
keep fighting, working 
pushing myself and stay 
positive.” Wawrinka will 
fight for a quarter-final 
berth against another 
young talent in 21-year-
old Italian Jannik Sinner, 
who beat France’s Adri-
an Mannarino 7-6 (9/7), 
6-4.The Gunners have 
dropped more points in 
those three games (8) 
than they did in the first 
19 (7).

PSG defender Achraf Hakimi named in 
Morocco squad despite rape accusations

Paris Saint-Germain de-
fender Achraf Hakimi, 
charged with rape in 
France, was called into 
the Morocco squad Mon-
day for friendly games 
against Brazil and Peru. 
One of the stars of Mo-
rocco’s historic charge 
to the semi-finals of the 
World Cup last year, Ha-
kimi was charged earlier 
this month with alleg-
edly raping a 24-year-old 
woman. Hakimi alleg-
edly paid for his accuser 
to travel to his home on 
February 25 in the Paris 
suburb of Boulogne-Bil-
lancourt while his wife 
and children were away 
on holiday. He denies the 
accusations. Also Read: 
Winning a Champions 
League title will even-
tually define my era at 
Manchester City, says 
Pep Guardiola “We are 
behind him and that’s the 
most important thing,” 
Morocco coach Walid 
Regragui said. “There is 
the presumption of in-

nocence until there is 
proof to the contrary, we 
and all Moroccans are 
backing him,” Regragui 
told a press conference 
in Rabat. “He is unfazed 
and that’s important,” he 
said. “We are all behind 
him and it would do him 
good to return to Mo-
rocco and feel that every-
one supports him.” The 
match against Brazil will 
be held on March 25 in 
Tangiers while the game 

against Peru is due for 
March 28 in Madrid. “He 
is someone who is strong 
on and off the field,” Re-
gragui said, adding that 
he had spoken to Hakimi 
after the rape allegations 
surfaced. In Qatar, Ha-
kimi was a cornerstone 
of the Morocco team 
that became the first Af-
rican or Arab nation to 
reach the semi-finals of a 
World Cup.

Mary Kom Wants To Compete At Asian Games, 
Says ‘I’ll Be Forced To Retire’

Racing against time to 
get fit, six-time world 
champion boxer MC 
Mary Kom is targeting 
the Asian Games 2023 as 
her swansong in the ring 
before she is ‘forced’ 
to retire next year. The 
veteran boxer, who had 
torn her anterior cruciate 
ligament after twisting 
her left knee during the 
Commonwealth Games 
2022 selection trials last 
year, underwent a recon-
structive surgery to repair 
the ACL tear in August. 
“What happened dur-
ing the Commonwealth 
Games trials was very 
unfortunate. I suffered a 
major injury and I had to 
undergo a surgery,” Mary 
said at the unveiling of the 
Indian team jersey ahead 
of the women’s World 
Boxing Championship 
2023. “I’m trying to 
come back soon. Because 
I have only this year, next 
year I’ll be forced to re-
tire. So this year I want 
to compete in any com-
petition before the re-
tirement.” According to 

the rules, the maximum 
participation age for a 
boxer is 40 years and the 
Manipuri will turn 41 in 
November. “I don’t want 
to retire at all. I want to 
compete for the next five 
years, but above 40, we 
can’t compete, that is the 
rule. “My main (target) is 
the Asian Games, hope-
fully I will recover by 
then. I will have time for 
preparation also. It is my 
dream to compete once 
this year before retire-
ment,” Mary Kom said. 
The Asian Games 2023, 
which were postponed 
last year, are set to be 
held from September 23 
to October 8 this year. 
However, in order to be 
selected for the marquee-
event, the London Olym-
pics bronze medallist will 
have to go through the 
new selection process, 
which requires a boxer to 
go through an evaluation 
test in the national camp. 
“My recovery is going 
very well. Very soon I’ll 
be able to run and train. 
I’m trying my level best. 

If I’m able to compete 
then I will try to beat the 
boxers to get selection. 
But if I don’t get fit by 
the Asian Games then I 
want to compete in any 
other international com-
petition once,” she said. 
Boxing Federation of In-
dia President Ajay Singh 
said, “We will fully sup-
port her recovery process 
and her desire to box 
again and from our side, 
we will try to give her a 
wonderful send-off.” The 
Asian Games is also a 
qualifying event for the 
2024 Olympics and if 
Mary wins then she will 
have earned a quota for 

the Paris Games where 
she will not be eligible 
to participate due to her 
age. “May be the IBA 
president will allow me 
to compete (at the Olym-
pics),” she jokingly com-
mented. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Second income 
opportunity for Indians. 
Resurveyed India Citi-
zens aged 40-80 can take 
advantage of this oppor-
tunity. Homeownerhome 
Asked if she plans to turn 
pro post retirement, Mary 
said she hasn’t decided 
yet. “Pro is also not easy. 
But the easy part is in one 
year.

Adeyemi Strike Helps Dortmund Stun Chelsea 
in Champions League 2023 Rd of 16

Borussia Dortmund vs Chelsea UEFA 
Champions League Match Livestreaming

Not even Kylian Mbappé’s 
substitute appearance could 
end Paris Saint-Germain’s 
slump, as it lost 1-0 at 
home to Bayern Munich on 
Tuesday (February 14) in 
the first leg of their round-
of-16 Champions League 
clash. A third straight loss 
made it five defeats in 11 
games this year for PSG 
coach Christophe Galtier’s 
team. Bayern winger King-
sley Coman volleyed home 
inside the penalty area from 
Alphonso Davies’ left-wing 
cross in the 53rd minute. 
The Paris-raised Coman, 
who PSG sold to Juven-
tus when he was 18, held 
his hands up to show he 
wasn’t celebrating scoring 
against his former club — 
again. “It’s the city where 
I was born and raised so it 
was difficult to celebrate 
here,” Coman said. “Given 
our performance we could 
have done more, but at the 
end it was a bit difficult 
so we’re satisfied with the 
win.” When Bayern won 
the last of its six Champi-
ons League titles in 2020, it 

beat PSG 1-0 with Coman 
heading home the winner. 
The World Cup superstar 
Mbappé made an unexpect-
edly quick recovery from 
injury and had two would-
be goals disallowed for off-
side after coming on in the 
second half. “It was diffi-
cult, unpredictable. I wasn’t 
supposed to play but I 
wanted to play and help my 
mates. We did everything, 
we worked night and day 
to get me some game time,” 
Mbappé said. “I wanted to 
(start the game). But some-
times you have to be satis-
fied with what you can do, 
and that’s all I could do.” 
The return leg is on March 
8. PSG was eliminated by 

Real Madrid in the last 16 
last season and may need 
Mbappé at this best to avoid 
another early exit. “When 
we have our players ready 
and we can play our attack-
ing game, they (Bayern) are 
not comfortable,” Mbappé 
said. “We have to retain 
how we finished the game. 
We saw that we can cause 
them problems.” Mbappé 
showed no ill effects of 
the thigh tear he sustained 
two weeks ago. He had a 
shot saved by Yann Som-
mer in the 73rd after rac-
ing through down the left. 
Sommer saved Neymar’s 
follow-up and the ball fell 
to Mbappé near the line, 
but he was well offside. 

Mbappé peeled away in de-
light after volleying Nuno 
Mendes’ cross from close 
range with 10 minutes 
left, but it was chalked off 
following a quick video 
review. “That’s the new 
soccer, there’s VAR. If it’s 
offside, it’s offside, you just 
have to switch quickly,” 
Mbappé said. “The impor-
tant thing is to go over there 
and qualify, and from what 
I saw that’s possible.” Bay-
ern’s defense held firm un-
der some.
late pressure, although de-
fender Benjamin Pavard 
received a second yellow 
card was sent off for a late 
tackle on Lionel Messi in 
stoppage time. Bayern im-
mediately generated pres-
sure from the start against 
a nervous-looking PSG 
by closing down high up 
the field. PSG hadn’t lost 
three straight games since 
late 2011, which was only 
months into the new reign 
of Qatari owners QSI. 
“Bayern really got on top of 
us and we struggled to hold 
the ball high.

Premier League 2023: Arsenal Regain 5-Point 
Lead After Hammering Fulham

Chants of “We’re gonna 
win the league” boomed 
out of Arsenal’s gleeful 
away contingent of fans at 
one end of Craven Cottage 
as their team piled up the 
goals against Fulham. It’s 
getting increasingly hard 
to argue against it. Indeed, 
judging by their latest styl-
ish victory, Arsenal’s play-
ers showed they might even 
be embracing the pressure 
of capturing a first Premier 
League title since 2004. 
They cut through Fulham 
time and again in a 3-0 win 
on Sunday to re-establish a 
five-point lead over second-
place Manchester City, the 
reigning champion which 
isn’t giving up the trophy 
easily. Eleven games re-
main for both clubs in what 
is surely now a two-team 
race for the title. That’s 
because third-place Man-
chester United dropped 16 
points off the pace with a 
0-0 draw at home to last-
place Southampton, which 
failed to fully capitalize on 
a first-half red card to Unit-
ed midfielder Casemiro. It 
was the Brazil midfielder’s 

second sending-off in his 
last three league games and 
will earn him a four-match 
ban — three of them to be 
served in the league. Giv-
en his importance, United 
could be vulnerable to the 
teams just below them. 
Newcastle is one of them. 
The northeast club ignited 
its ambitions for Champi-
ons League qualification 
by beating Wolverhampton 
2-1, ending a five-match 
winless run in the league. 
WATCH highlights of Arse-
nal win over Fulham here... 
Newcastle moved six points 
behind Man United in fifth 
place and has a game in 
hand. The two teams meet 
at St. James’ Park this 
month, too. Three goals in 
a 26-minute burst in the 
first half saw Arsenal over-
whelm Fulham, a week af-
ter the leaders needed a dra-
matic strike in the seventh 
minute of stoppage time to 
beat lowly Bournemouth 
at home. by TaboolaSpon-
sored LinksYou May Like 
Second income opportunity 
for Indians. Resurveyed 
Add a ‘Dr.’ to your name 

Golden Gate University 
Gabriel Magalhães, Ga-
briel Martinelli and Martin 
Odegaard were the scorers 
in Arsenal’s fifth straight 
win, which was made much 
more comfortable by the 
absence of Fulham’s sus-
pended midfielder Joao 
Palhinha. Leandro Tros-
sard — a January signing 
who has quickly fitted in 
— benefitted most from the 
extra space that Palhinha’s 
absence allowed, providing 
the assist for all three goals. 
City had applied pressure 
on Mikel Arteta’s team 
by winning 1-0 at Crystal 
Palace on Saturday, briefly 
reducing the gap to two 

points. There was further 
good news for Arsenal, with 
Brazil striker Gabriel Jesus 
coming off the bench in the 
77th for his first appear-
ance since undergoing sur-
gery on Dec. 6 on a medial 
collateral ligament injury 
sustained during the World 
Cup. “A perfect win,” was 
how Trossard described it. 
Man United manager Erik 
ten Hag could find himself 
in trouble after his criticism 
of referee Anthony Taylor 
following the draw with 
Southampton “This game 
was influenced by the refer-
ee,” Ten Hag said after see-
ing Casemiro get another 
red card,

Lots of talent, but not the 
results to match. It’s be-
coming a familiar story 
for Chelsea. Despite 
spending record sums 
on new signings, Chel-
sea fell short once again 
in a 1-0 loss at Borussia 
Dortmund on Wednes-
day and will need to im-
prove in the second leg 
to avoid elimination in 
the Champions League 
round of 16. Karim Ad-
eyemi sprinted the length 
of the field to score the 
only goal on a light-
ning counterattack after 
Chelsea created — and 
missed — many of the 
best chances. After Chel-

sea’s João Félix missed 
a headed chance on a 
corner, the German team 
launched into the counter 
as Adeyemi surged down 
the field, beating Enzo 
Fernández before round-
ing goalkeeper Kepa 
Arrizabalaga and scor-
ing into the empty net. 
Starting from the edge 
of his own penalty area, 
Adeyemi picked up the 
ball from a clearance and 
needed fewer than nine 
seconds to score at the 
other end. He celebrated 
with a backflip. Kalidou 
Koulibaly was at the 
heart of the Chelsea de-
fense but nearly rescued 

a draw for his team at 
the other end. Dortmund 
goalkeeper Gregor Kobel 
couldn’t hold Koulibaly’s 
low shot in the 78th min-
ute and the ball rolled 
onto the goal line before 
Emre Can hooked it away 
to keep Dortmund ahead. 
Fernández — Chelsea’s 
expensive signing last 
month — nearly scored 
a last-gasp equalizer in 
stoppage time but the 
World Cup winner from 
Argentina saw his curl-
ing shot saved by Ko-
bel. “There was a bit of 
luck in there for us and a 
good performance from 
our goalkeeper,” Dort-
mund coach Edin Terzic 
told DAZN. It was Dort-
mund’s seventh win in a 
row, while Chelsea has 
one victory from nine 
games overall in 2023 
as manager Graham Pot-
ter tries to integrate new 
faces. “It was a very 
strong performance from 
us, especially in the sec-
ond half. Overall, we cre-
ated a lot of chances, had 
a lot of efforts on goal,” 

Potter told broadcaster 
BT Sport. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Learn to Analyse 
Recession Trends using 
Data Analytics Scaler 
Data Science Croma 
Magical Summer - Great 
Deals on AC, Refrigera-
tors, Air Coolers Croma 
“Of course we’re disap-
pointed with the goal we 
conceded but I thought 
we were the dominant 
team in the second half. 
We need to regroup and 
attack the game at Stam-
ford Bridge.” Chelsea 
was allowed to add only 
three of its nine January 
arrivals to its Champions 
League squad, but Félix, 
Fernández and Mykhai-
lo Mudryk were all in 
the starting lineup and 
all posed a threat. With 
Chelsea chairman Todd 
Boehly watching from 
the stands, Félix had the 
two best chances of a 
first half in which neither 
team had a shot on target. 
Thiago Silva put the ball 
into the net for Chelsea.
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Oscars 2023: Biggest Snubs And Surprises 
From 95th Academy Awards

Los Angeles: Every year 
the greatest of all awards, 
Oscar has its fair share of 
moments of glory, joy as 
well as snubs and surpris-
es. It’s no exception this 
year. The 95th Academy 
Awards witnessed some 
historical moments on 
Monday morning: Asian 
actors Michelle Yeoh and 
Ke Huy Quan, along with 
costume designer Ruth E. 
Carter becoming the first 
Black woman to win two 
Oscars and best original 
song winner ‘Naatu Naa-
tu’ marking the first vic-
tory in the category for an 
Indian film. “Everything 

Everywhere All at Once” 
dominated with five wins, 
with “All Quiet on the 
Western Front” right be-
hind it with four. None-
theless, many noteworthy 
works go empty-handed 
as well. “Elvis,” “The Fa-
belmans,” “Banshees of 
Inisherin” and “Tar” did 
not win a single trophy 
despite 30 nominations 
between them, reported 
Variety, a US-based me-
dia company. Here’s a 
quick look at the biggest 
snubs and surprises of the 
Oscar night. SNUB: An-
gela Bassett, Best Sup-
porting Actress, ‘Wakan-

da Forever’ All season, 
the supporting actress 
category has been a bit of 
a question mark. While 
Bassett seemed the early 
frontrunner with wins 
from Golden Globes and 
Critics` Choice Awards, 
neither of those voting 
bodies overlap with the 
Oscars. So when Kerry 
Condon won BAFTA and 
Jamie Lee Curtis took 
home the SAG Award, 
the category started to 
look fairly open. Bassett 
still won kudos, however, 
getting a sweet shoutout 
from presenters Michael 
B. Jordan and Jonathan 
Majors. “Hey, Auntie,” 
Jordan - who played 
her nephew in the first 
“Black Panther” said as 
Majors added, “We love 
you.” SNUB: Catherine 
Martin and ‘Elvis’ ‘El-
vis’ went into the night 
with an impressive eight 
nominations, including 
three for Martin in pic-
ture, production design 

and costume design. It 
looked like Austin But-
ler might take home lead 
actor after his BAFTA 
win for ‘Elvis,’ but SAG 
Award winner Brendan 
Fraser ultimately tri-
umphed in that category 
for his comeback vehicle 
‘The Whale’, reported 
Variety. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Inbound Call Center 
Services Best Call Center 
Online Digital Marketing 
Courses Might Surprise 
You Digital Martketing 
Course | Search SNUB: 
Mandy Walker, Best Cin-
ematography, ‘Elvis’ His-
tory was made one week 
ago when Walker became 
the first female director 
of photography to take 
home the top prize at the 
American Society of Cin-
ematographers Award in 
the feature film category 
- and it looked like she 
might repeat the win at 
the Oscars, becoming the 
first woman.

Kartik Aaryan’s ‘Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3’ To Clash With 
Ajay Devgn’s ‘Singham Again’

Mumbai: Bollywood 
will witness two ma-
jor clashes between two 
of the much-awaited 
films-Ajay Devgn star-
rer `Singham Again` and 
Kartik Aaryan`s horror 
comedy `Bhool Bhulai-
yaa 3`. `Singham Again` 
is going to be the third in-
stalment of the super hit 
cop franchise `Singham`. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like Sec-
ond income opportunity 
for Indians. Resurveyed 
Get personalized Home 
interiors tailored to 
your budget. HomeLane 
Helmed by Rohit Shetty 
`Singham Again` will 
also star actor Deepika 
Padukone in a cop ava-
tar. On Monday, taking 
to Twitter, trade analyst 
and critic Taran Adarsh 
shared the release date 
of the film. He wrote, 
“AJAY DEVGN - RO-
HIT SHETTY: `SING-
HAM AGAIN` ON 
DIWALI 2024... #Sing-
hamAgain - the third 

part in #RohitShetty`s 
super-successful #Sing-
ham franchise - to re-
lease on #Diwali2024... 
#AjayDevgn returns 
as #BajiraoSingham... 
Starts July 2023.” Re-
cently, Ajay and Rohit 
Shetty began the prepara-
tions for their upcoming 
action film. `Singham` 
was released in the year 
2011, and starred Kajal 
Aggarwal and Prakash 
Raj in the lead roles, fol-
lowed by `Singham Re-

turns` in 2014, and both 
projects were declared 
box office hits. On the 
other hand, speaking 
about the `Bhool Bhu-
laiyaa 3`, Kartik Aaryan 
is all set to return as the 
famous `Rooh Baba` and 
upcoming horror comedy 
is slated to hit the theatres 
on the occasion of Diwali 
2024. The third instal-
ment is being helmed 
by Anees Bazmee and 
produced by Bhushan 
Kumar. Kartik headlined 

the second instalment of 
`Bhool Bhulaiyaa` which 
emerged to be one of the 
highest-grossing films of 
2022. The film revolves 
around the story of a 
cursed ghost who wan-
ders into an old mansion. 
However, hell breaks 
loose when the spirit, 
trapped for 18 years in 
an abandoned room, is 
set free. The horror-com-
edy has an unpredictable 
twist in the end, much to 
the surprise of the fans.

trailer of Kanjoos Makhichoos starring 
Kunal Kemmu, Shweta Tripathi

Satish Kaushik’s wife denies foul play in 
actor’s death: ‘Stop playing games’

Bollywood actor Satish 
Kaushik’s sudden and 
untimely death left the 
nation shocked and 
dumbstruck. According 
to reports, he died of a 
cardiac arrest in Delhi on 
Wednesday late at night. 
Kaushik was attending a 
Holi party at businessman 
Vikas Malu’s farmhouse 
when at the midnight, he 
complained of chest pain 
and was taken to a Guru-
gram hospital. Days after 
Kaushik’s demise, Vikas 
Malu’s second wife Saa-

nvi Malu alleged that her 
husband had a major role 
in the death of the actor. 
She even filed a com-
plaint to the police in the 
matter, post which the 
Delhi Police initiated an 
inquiry into the serious 
allegations. In the com-
plaint, the farmhouse 
owner’s wife alleged that 
Kaushik and her hus-
band had business links 
and there was a mon-
etary dispute between 
the two. “In actor Satish 
Kaushik’s death case, an 

inquiry has been initiated 
into allegations of foul 
play levelled by a woman 
(wife of one Vikas Malu). 
An inspector-level offi-
cer from the South West 
district has been asked 
to probe the entire mat-
ter. The woman will be 
called by police to record 
her statement,” Delhi Po-
lice told ANI. Slamming 
Saanvi Malu for her 
claims, Kaushik’s wife 
Shashi has now come 
forward to deny any foul 
play in the actor’s death. 

Kaushik’s wife refuted 
the claims of financial 
transactions made by Vi-
kas Malu’s wife and even 
asked her to withdraw 
the case. Shashi claimed 
that said Vikas Malu is 
“very rich”, so there will 
be no situation where 
he needs money from 
Satish Kaushik. She said 
the allegations of money 
transactions are baseless. 
Shashi Kaushik said that 
the post-mortem report 
has confirmed that the 
late actor had 98 per cent 
blockage in his arteries 
and no drug was found in 
his sample. She further 
questioned the motives 
of Saanvi, saying the 
Delhi Police has verified 
everything but she does 
not understand how the 
farmhouse owner’s wife 
is claiming that the actor 
was drugged and killed. 
“I do not understand 
why she is trying to de-
fame my husband after 
his demise. She has some 
agenda, maybe because 
she wants money from 
her husband and she is 

Popular Thriller-Comedy Marathi film ‘Vaalvi’ is 
all set to Release on OTT, Deets Inside

Rana Naidu trailer: Rana Daggubati, 
Venkatesh get in a face-off

Rana Daggubati and his 
uncle Venkatesh Dag-
gubati will appear on 
the screen together for 
the first time in Netflix’s 
Rana Naidu. It is the In-
dian adaptation of Ray 
Donovan. In the project, 
the Telugu films stars 
will play the warring fa-
ther and son duo. They 
will take on the roles of 
Liev Schreiber and Jon 
Voight of the original 
series.Rana Naidu will 
drop on Netflix on March 
10. Created by Karan 
Anshuman and produced 
by Sunder Aaron through 
Locomotive Global, it 
is helmed by Anshuman 

and Suparn S Varma.In 
the Netflix show, Dead-
line reports that Rana 
Daggubati will play a ce-
lebrity fixer who can deal 
with any problem, but 

when it comes to dealing 
with his father, he gets all 
worked up. On the role, 
the actor said, “Playing 
the role of Rana Naidu 
was exceptionally chal-

lenging. He’s a complex 
character with a deep 
emotional connection 
to his family, but also 
struggles with his rela-
tionship.

New Delhi: ZEE5, In-
dia’s largest home-grown 
video streaming platform, 
announced the world dig-
ital premiere of the highly 
acclaimed Marathi film 
‘Vaalvi’. After bringing 
forth blockbuster Marathi 
films like Pandu, Zom-
bivali, Har Har Mahadev 
and Timepass 3, ZEE5 is 
set to premiere ‘Vaalvi’ 
on 24th February. Direct-
ed by Paresh Mokashi, 
the film stars Swwapnil 
Joshi, Subodh Bhave, 
Anita Date-Kelkar and 
Shivani Surve in lead-
ing roles. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Want to spruce up 
your home interiors? 

HomeLane Add a ‘Dr.’ to 
your name Golden Gate 
University Produced by 
Zee Studios and Mad-
hugandha Kulkarni, Vaal-
vi had a successful run at 
the box office. The film 
starts with Avni (Anita 
Date-Kelkar) and Aniket 
(Swapnil Joshi) decid-
ing to kill themselves at 

the same time. They are 
convinced that there is 
no way out of their finan-
cial problems and that 
suicide is the best solu-
tion present at their helm 
then. However, as it turns 
out, this is not a suicide 
mission but an attempt 
to murder and the mas-
terminds behind this are 

Aniket and his girlfriend 
Devika (Shivani Surve) 
in the hope to get rid of 
Aniket’s nagging wife. 
There is also a mysteri-
ous man (Subodh Bhave) 
with a hidden ulterior mo-
tive. Now, what happens 
further on judgement day 
is what the film is about. 
With an IMDB rating of 
8.8, Vaalvi is one of the 
highest-rated Marathi 
films. It was appreciated 
by critics and viewers 
alike for its unique plot, 
unexpected twists and 
turns and strong perfor-
mances by the actors. 
With its World Digital 
Premiere on ZEE5.

Trailer of ZEE5 original 
Kanjoos Makhichoos 
dropped today. Written 
and directed by Vipul 
Mehta, the comedy dra-
ma stars Kunal Kemmu, 
Shweta Tripathi, Piyush 
Mishra, Alka Amin, Ra-
jiv Gupta and the late 
Raju Srivastav in pivotal 
roles. Kanjoos Makh-
ichoos is touted as a com-
edy story of Jamnaprasad 
Pandey played by Kunal 
Khemu, who is infamous 
in the entire town of De-
oria, Uttar Pradesh as a 
miser. His parents, Gan-
gaprasad Pandey (Piyush 
Mishra) and Saraswati 
Pandey (Alka Amin), 
wife Madhuri (Shweta 
Tripathi) and son Krish, 
are fed up with Jamna’s 
penny-pinching habits. 
Right from allocating 
one bucket per person 
for bathing to using one 
agarbatti throughout the 
month, Jamnaprasad 
never spares a single ru-
pee unnecessarily. How-
ever, little does the fam-
ily know that Jamna has 

been saving up to fulfill 
his father’s long stand-
ing wish of going on a 
char-dhaam yatra. Di-
rector Vipul Mehta said, 
“Kanjoos Makhichoos is 
a story of a middle-class, 
simple-minded Pan-
dey family, belonging 
to Lucknow. The story 
has a very realistic ap-
proach with humane and 
relatable characters. The 
humour depicted in the 
film is also very natural. 
In this world of nuclear 
urban families, our film 
is focussing on the story 
of a joint, close-knitted 
family. The protagonist 
Jamnaprasad is a miser 
minded person and his 
miserly ways will steal 
the heart of the audience. 
Overall, my journey with 
Zee has been everlasting 
as my first show ’Kosh-
ish Ek Aasha’ aired on 
Zee and now my first 
Hindi debut film Kan-
joos Makhichoos is also 
releasing on ZEE5”. 
Meanwhile, actor Kunal 
Kemmu said, “Kanjoos 

Makhichoos is the kind 
of film that I would love 
to watch with my family 
because it is a complete 
mass entertainer. It has 
the perfect dose of dra-
ma, comedy, plot twists, 
a sweet message and a 
whole lot of entertain-
ment. Also, I had a great 
time shooting with my 
co-actors and the entire 
crew because the energy 
on-set was great. I am 
sure that my fans and 
their families will en-
joy this film”. Kanjoos 
Makhichoos will stream 
exclusively on ZEE5 
from 24th March 2023. 
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