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Delhi Police Custody Of Man 
Who Killed Girlfriend, Kept 

Body In Fridge Extended

Court Refuses To Consider 
Request To Bar Demolition 

In Delhi’s Mehrauli

Pak Audience “All 
Clapped”: Javed 

Akhtar On Viral “26/11 
Attackers” Remark

RSS Chief 
Mohan 
Bhagwat To 
Take Part 
In ‘Prabhat 
Gram Milan’ In 
Rajasthan

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat 
will take part in a ‘Prabhat 
Gram Milan’ programme in 
Rajasthan’s Dungarpur dis-
trict on Friday. Organised 
every five years, the ‘All In-
dia Village Development - 
Prabhat Gram Milan’ will be 
held at Bhemai village from 
Friday to Sunday. Bhag-
wat will address a gather-
ing, RSS leader Rajendra 
Lalwani said. He will also 
participate in the two-day 
‘Gram Vikas Baithak’. Bhag-
wat is scheduled to meet 
volunteers from Sagwara 
district on Sunday morning 
before leaving for Udaipur.

Telangana rising in life sciences, to double value to $100 billion
IT and Industries Minister KT Rama Rao said efforts were also underway to double the size of the 

life sciences sector in the State from the current $50 billion to $100 billion in size in five years.
Hyderabad: Feb21:  IT 
and Industries Minister 
KT Rama Rao said Hyder-
abad would soon turn into 
a pharma manufacturing 
hub of international im-
portance with the Pharma 
City, the world’s largest 
integrated pharma manu-
facturing cluster, nearing 
completion. Efforts were 
also underway to double 
the size of the life sciences 
sector in the State from the 
current $ 50 billion to $ 100 
billion in size in five years. 
There were about four lakh 
people working in the life 

sciences and allied sectors 
and this would also double 
to 8,00,000 in the coming 
five years in Telangana. “We 
will play to our strengths, 
consolidate our current po-
sition and aim for growth in 
new areas. We have many 
research, contract research 
and manufacturing firms 
here in the State. In an en-
couraging sign, companies 
are ready to expand fur-
ther,” he said. Interacting 
with the media ahead of 
the the 20th edition of in-
dustry event BioAsia here 
on Tuesday, the Minister 

said the Genome Valley 
would see an additional 20 
lakh sqft real estate space 
getting added. Already, 
about 30 lakh sq ft was 

built and was being used. 
Currently, about nine bil-
lion doses of vaccines were 
being made in Telangana. 
This is about 35 per cent 

of the total vaccines made 
in the world. Next year, the 
number of doses would in-
crease to 14 billion doses 
or about 50 per cent of the 
vaccines made globally, 
he said, adding that vac-
cines made in Telangana 
were exported to about 
100 countries. Telangana 
also accounted for more 
than one-third of pharma 
exports from the country. 
The medical devices clus-
ter at Sultanpur, which was 
home to Asia’s largest stent 
making facility, had evoked 
good response and hardly 

had any space vacant, he 
said. No support from Cen-
tre Stating that the State’s 
IT and health and life sci-
ences sectors had grown 
due to the presence of a 
nurturing ecosystem and a 
progressive government in 
Telangana, Rama Rao how-
ever said a similarly pro-
active government at the 
Centre would have made 
things much better. Even 
though the Centre talked 
of cooperative federalism 
and Team India, the same 
was not reflected in its ac-
tions. An ITIR project given 

to the State was cancelled. 
If it were allowed, it would 
have helped Telangana 
with more opportunities 
in the IT sector. The Centre 
also ignored Telangana’s 
pleas for a bulk drugs park, 
despite having a large sup-
porting ecosystem present 
here. Telangana is home to 
214 US FDA facilities, the 
largest in a single province. 
Next in line is New Jersey 
with 189 USFDA units. De-
spite having so many US 
regulator approved phar-
ma units, the Centre did 
not give Telangana.

‘Call Us Shiv Sena’: Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde
Election Commission last week recognized Eknath Shinde faction as the 

real Shiv Sena in its dispute with the Uddhav Thackeray faction.
Mumbai feb21: Ahead of 
the national executive 
meeting of the Shiv Sena 
led by Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde, the 
group has asked the media 
to call it “Shiv Sena” and not 
as “Shinde camp”. The Elec-
tion Commission last week 
recognized the Shinde fac-
tion as the real Shiv Sena 
in its dispute with the Ud-
dhav Thackeray faction, 

and allotted it the party’s 
poll symbol `bow and ar-
row’. A letter making the 
request to media houses 

was issued by party secre-
tary Sanjay Bhaurao More. 
Shinde would be chairing 
the party’s first national 
executive meeting on Tues-
day evening. “As per the 
order of the Election Com-
mission of India, instead of 
referring as Shinde camp, 
it should be described as 
Shiv Sena. A detailed in-
formation should be given 
to your representatives for 

further coverage,” the let-
ter said. Earlier, the Shinde 
group was officially re-
ferred to as Balasahebanchi 
Shiv Sena and Thackeray 
group as Shiv Sena (Ud-
dhav Balasaheb Thackeray). 
Shinde rebelled against 
then Chief Minister and 
Sena president Uddhav 
Thackeray and toppled his 
government in June 2022.

Muslim Men’s Killing
Case Against Rajasthan Cops Over Violent Raid Claim

New Delhi:Feb21: The Hary-
ana Police has filed a case 
against around 30 to 40 un-
named cops of Rajasthan 
Police on a complaint by a 
woman that her pregnant 
daughter-in-law was as-
saulted during a raid linked 
to the killing of two Muslim 
men. The woman’s son, Sri-
kant Pandit, is an accused 
in the kidnapping and 
murder of 25-year-old Na-
sir and 35-year-old Junaid 
alias Juna. Pandit is a mem-
ber of a cow protection 
group led by Bajrang Dal 
member Monu Manesar, 
who is among the five ac-
cused evading arrest. Du-
lari Devi, Pandit’s mother, in 
her complaint alleged that 
a team of Rajasthan Police 
assaulted her family mem-
bers, and kicked her preg-
nant daughter-in-law in 
the stomach, which caused 
her to have a miscarriage. 
A case has been registered 
under sections 148 (rioting, 

armed with deadly weap-
ons), 149 (unlawful assem-
bly), 354 (assault or criminal 
force to woman with intent 
to outrage her modesty), 
452 (house-trespass) and 
312 (causing miscarriage) 
of the Indian Penal Code, 
the police said. The Raj-
asthan Police has denied 
Devi’s allegation. The cause 
of death of the child is yet 

to be known as the viscera 
examination report from 
the forensic science labo-
ratory is awaited, the of-
ficial said. The woman had 
also accused around “40 
personnel of the Rajasthan 
Police of forcibly entering” 
her house, “abusing” them 
and taking away her other 
two sons.

Don’t Want Any Property Linked
To Team Uddhav, Says Shinde Faction MLA

Mumbai: Feb 21:  Maha-
rashtra cabinet minister 
Deepak Kesarkar on Tues-
day said the Eknath Shinde 
faction is not interested in 
taking over the Shiv Sena 
Bhavan in Mumbai or any 
other property linked to 
the rival camp headed by 

former CM Uddhav Thac-
keray, who he claimed, was 
trying to gain sympathy 
over the issue after an Elec-
tion Commission ruling. 
Mr Kesarkar, a spokesper-
son of the Sena faction led 
by Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde, said his outfit is not 

even interested in laying 
claim to party funds after 
the EC recognised their 
group as the real Shiv Sena 
and allotted it the “bow 
and arrow” poll symbol. He 
said Mr Shinde has already 
made it clear his faction 
is not interested in stak-
ing claim to the Shiv Sena 
Bhavan, the party head-
quarters at Dadar in central 
Mumbai, or any property 
linked to the Thackeray 
group, and that the school 
of thoughts advanced by 
Sena founder late Bal Thac-
keray was their real asset. 
Speaking to reporters here, 
Mr Kesarkar said, “There is 
a gross misconception that 
we are going to take over 

the Shiv Sena Bhavan or 
any other property linked 
to Uddhav Thackeray. We 
are not even interested 
in party funds.” “Uddhav 
Thackeray is trying to gain 
sympathy out of the issue. 
We do not want anything 
as we have thoughts of late 
Balasaheb Thackeray with 
us,” said the school educa-
tion minister. Asked about 
reports that party funds are 
being transferred by Thac-
keray camp members to 
some other bank accounts 
after the poll panel order, 
Mr Kesarkar said, “It was 
wrong to transfer the mon-
ey to some personal bank 
accounts. These funds were 
raised from contributions 

All Know Bhimashankar Jyotirling Is 
In Maharashtra: Fadnavis

Mumbai Feb21: Days after 
a controversy over the As-
sam government’s claims 
about the existence of ‘Bhi-
mashankar Jyotirling’ in the 
north-eastern state, Maha-
rashtra Deputy CM Deven-
dra Fadnavis said everyone 
is aware that the holy place 
is located in the western 
Indian state. “Everyone is 
aware that Bhimashankar 

Jyotirling is in Maharash-
tra and nobody has any 
doubts over this,” Fadnavis 
told reporters on Tuesday. 
“If I were to give an adver-
tisement tomorrow claim-
ing that Kamakhya temple 
is in Maharashtra, will Ka-
makhya temple come to 
Maharashtra? It will stay 
where it is, at Guwahati,” 
Fadnavis.

Kerala CM Insecure, Afraid 
Of Protests: Congress

Kerala Feb21: The Congress 
in Kerala on Tuesday hit 
back at the CPI(M) for refer-
ring to its black flag waving 
youth wing workers as sui-
cide squads by calling Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
as “insecure” and afraid of 
protests. CPI(M) state secre-
tary M V Govindan had re-
cently remarked that Youth 
Congress workers carrying 
black flags and jumping be-
fore the Kerala CM’s motor-
cade were “suicide squads”. 
Reacting to it, Leader of 
Opposition in the state As-
sembly V D Satheesan said 
those protesting against 
the state’s tax policies or 
waving black flags at the 
CM were the bravehearts 
of the Congress and not 
suicide squads. Satheesan 

also alleged that like all au-
tocrats, Vijayan was scared 
that protests were aimed 
at overthrowing him and 
that is why he was scared 
of the black flag waving 
Youth Congress workers. 
“The CM is insecure. That 
is why whenever someone 
protests they are termed 
as maoists or urban nax-
alites and now a new term 
has been coined - suicide 
squads.

ISRO To Launch 2 Missions Under 
Gaganyaan Programme In 2023

New Delhi:Feb21: The In-
dian Space and Research 
Organisation (ISRO) will 
launch two initial missions 
later this year under the 
‘Gaganyaan’ programme 
followed by country’s 
maiden human space-
flight mission in 2024, 
Union Minister Jitendra 
Singh has said. The second 
part of the 2023 mission 
will carry a female robot 
“Vyommitra” to space, the 
science and technology 
minister said. In an inter-
view with PTI, Singh said 
these missions were envis-
aged to be launched in the 
75th year of Indian inde-
pendence, but due to the 
emergence of COVID-19 
these programmes were 
delayed by two to three 
years. ”The then ongoing 
training of our astronauts 
in Russia was stopped mid-
way due to the pandemic,” 
he said, adding that they 
were sent back to complete 
their training once the situ-
ation subsided. “In the sec-
ond half of this year, two 
initial missions will be sent 
under the Gaganyaan pro-
gramme. One mission will 

be completely unmanned 
and a female robot named 
‘Vyommitra’ will be sent in 
the second one,” Singh said. 
These missions will com-
plete the whole process, he 
added. The union minister 
said the purpose of these 
two missions is to ensure 
that the Gaganyaan rocket 
returns safely from the 
same route it took off. “After 
this, next year a man of In-
dian origin will go to space.” 
He said Rakesh Sharma, an 
Indian citizen, has already 
been to space, but that mis-
sion was launched by So-
viet Russia, whereas Gaga-

nyaan is an Indian mission. 
“Gaganyaan mission will be 
the best example of self-
reliant India. It will prove to 
be a milestone in the his-
tory of India’s space travel,” 
he added. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had an-
nounced the Gaganyaan 
mission in his Indepen-
dence Day address in 2018 
at a cost of Rs 10,000 crore. 
ISRO also plans to launch 
the Chandrayaan-3 mission 
to the moon in June next 
year. It is a successor to the 
Chandrayaan-2 mission 
that crash-landed on the 
lunar surface.

Naga peace 
talks under-
way, hopeful 
PM Modi’s 
initiative will 
bear fruit: Shah
New Delhi:Feb21: Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
on Tuesday asserted that 
Naga peace talks are un-
derway and hoped that the 
initiative taken by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
to bring lasting peace in 
the northeastern state will 
bear fruit. Addressing an 
election rally in Tuensang, 
Shah said there are some 
issues related to develop-
ment and rights of eastern 
Nagaland and those will be 
addressed after the assem-
bly elections. “There was an 
insurgency in Nagaland be-
fore 2014... We started the 
peace process. I am hopeful 
that the initiative of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
will bear fruit in bringing 
lasting peace in the state 
with the preservation of 
Naga culture, language and 
tradition,” he said. Eastern 
Nagaland People’s Organ-
isation (ENPO), the apex 
tribal body in the region, 
had called for a boycott 
of the assembly elections 
over their ‘Frontier Naga-
land’ separate statehood 
demand. “The Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) has 
held discussions with ENPO 
and an ‘agreed agreement’ 
has been reached. But we 
could not materialise it 
due to the implementa-
tion of the Model Code of 
Conduct. “I promise you all 
that after the elections, the 
agreement will be imple-
mented through which all 
issues of eastern Nagaland 
will be addressed. There 
will be massive develop-
ment in the region and 
you will get your rights,” he 
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Need to respect India’s diversity, 
says KT Rama Rao

Nizamabad: Stating that 
democracy is India’s as-
set, Industries Minister 
KT Rama Rao stressed 
on the need to respect the 
country’s diversity. De-
mogoguery and insulting 
our institutions or people 
would not propel India 
into first world’s orbit, 
he said at a fireside chat 
as part of the Kakatiya 
Sandbox programme 
here on Saturday. BJP 
preparing to tax farmers 
after pushing them into 

crisis, says KTR Parks 
developed at Gollapadu 
to be inaugurated soon 
by KTR: Puvvada KTR 
instructs officials to con-
struct integrated markets 
in each town by March 
31 China and India had 
almost similar GDPs in 
the 1980s. China was 
now a 16 trillion dollar 
economy and India was 
still a three trillion dol-
lar economy. This was 
mainly due to China fo-
cusing on development 

and India’s focus was on 
politics and development 
took a backseat, he said. 
Sharing his experiences 
from recent visit to the 
World Economic Forum, 
Davos, the Minister said 
world over, countries 
realized the over depen-
dency on China and have 
slowly started moving 
away from China. This 
gives a great opportunity 
for India to leverage and 
surge ahead. India needs 
to diversify more into 
manufacturing, services 
and other sectors. And, 
India has a great asset in 
the form of young think 
force, he explained. “In-
novators irrespective of 
their gender, age, region 
and religion should be 
given equal and inclusive 
opportunities to propel 
India into first world’s 

orbit,” Rama Rao said. 
Capital was no more a 
challenge. Markets were 
ready to lap the right kind 
of products. People, espe-
cially youth have to think 
big and global. They 
should move on from be-
ing job seekers to becom-
ing job providers. Parents 
should promote entre-
preneurship among their 
children, he stressed. On 
involving more private 
people into the adminis-
tration, the Minister said 
bureaucracy in India was 
more about administra-
tive capabilities. Pushing 
bureaucracy into private 
sector for a short term and 
engaging private profes-
sionals would be a right 
model of administration, 
he said, adding a perfor-
mance appraisal system 
needs to be introduced in 

We still have lot of work to do: Formula 
E CEO ahead of Hyderabad race

New Delhi: “We are a 
few weeks out and there 
is a lot of work to do but 
we will overcome the ob-
stacles,” Formula E CEO 
Jamie Reigle said about 
the Hyderabad round of 
the all-electric racing 
series on February 11. 
Speaking to PTI ahead 
of the Formula E double 
header in Saudi Arabia, 
Reigle expressed confi-
dence in local promoters 
of the Hyderabad event 
— the Telangana gov-
ernment and renewable 
energy company Green-
ko, which is also the 
title sponsor of the race. 
“We are very excited to 
be going to Hyderabad. 
There is no doubt when 
you go to a new city for 
the first time there are 
always big hurdles to 
overcome anywhere in 
the world. We are close 

to the situation,” Reigle 
said. Formula E: Dennis 
races to victory in season 
opener Hyderabad E-
Prix an achievement for 
India, says KTR Ticket 
sale for Formula E race 
in Hyderabad begins “I 
certainly understand that 
we are few weeks out 
and still a lot of work 
to do. But we have seen 
that before and part of 
the Formula E story is 
to overcome these obsta-

cles,” he added. Sources 
on the ground said that 
the construction of the 
foot over bridges around 
the 2.83km circuit is yet 
to be completed and the 
work on stands where 
fans will be seated is 
also moving at a slow 
pace. “Inevitably, as you 
get closer to the event, 
there is degree of anxi-
ety around of whether 
all this would come to-
gether but we have had a 

101 races so far. Hyder-
abad will be our 104th,” 
said Reigle, who has the 
experience of working 
with iconic football club 
Manchester United and 
American football out-
fit Los Angeles Rams. 
Since the championship 
runs mainly on street 
circuits, majority of the 
infrastructure created is 
temporary. Formula E 
has signed a four-year 
deal for the race with lo-
cal promoters but wants 
to go well beyond that in 
a big market like India. 
“Formula E is unique in 
the sense that effectively 
does these pop up race 
tracks. We build the cir-
cuit from scratch and are 
going through the city 
streets that requires a lot 
of government involve-
ment, permits and opera-
tional challenges.

Telangana govt spending huge amounts of 
funds to develop infra in schools: Puvvada

SPEA to hold introduction of new 
brides, grooms on Sunday

Mancherial: Members 
of Singareni Padmashali 
Employees Association 
(SPEA) will organize an 
introduction of new bride 
and grooms at Old Com-
munity Hall in Naspur 
mandal centre on Sun-
day. They released bro-
chures of the event here 
on Friday. SPEA presi-
dent Chiluveru Sadanan-
dam and coordinator of 

the programme Munu-
kuntla Rajesham said that 
they were conducting the 
event for the convenience 
of children of coal min-
ers. They requested the 
employees of coal giant 
and members of Pad-
mashali community to 
utilise the opportunity to 
find suitable matches for 
their sons and daughters. 
They advised interested 

persons to dial 63042 
42113, 97047 48828, 
90006 06170 and 99632 
12784 for more details. 
Honorary president of 
Mancherial district Pad-
mashali Welfare Associa-
tion Gaddam Sudhakar, 
President Gadasu Bapu, 
town president Ram Sat-
taiah and general secre-
tary Neeli Srinivas were 
present.

Telangana Governor Says Citizens 
Living Under Stress in Telangana

The deteriorating rela-
tionship between the 
governor and state gov-
ernment was on display 
on the Republic Day as 
Telangana Chief Minis-
ter K Chandrashekar Rao 
did not attend an event at 
Raj Bhavan and skipped 
At Home in Hyderabad. 
During the Republic Day 
speech, Telangana Gov-
ernor Tamilisai Sounda-
rarajan said: “My at-
tachment with Telangana 
is not three years old. 
It came from birth. My 
role would definitely be 

there in the progress of 
Telangana people. My 
biggest strength is hard 
work, honesty and love. 
Some may not like me. 
But I like the people of 
Telangana. That’s why I 
will work, however hard 

it is.” Next Stay She also 
said that development 
meant all farmers should 
have farms and houses 
and not a few own farm-
houses. “Buildings are 
not development. Nation-
building is development.

Khammam: The State 
government has been de-
veloping infrastructure in 
government schools in 
Telangana by spending 
huge amounts of funds, 
said Transport Minister 
Puvvada Ajay Kumar. He 
along with Khammam 
MP Nama Nageshwar 
Rao and ZP chairman L 
Kamal Raj inaugurated 
additional classrooms 
built at Patarlapadu vil-
lage of Chintakani man-
dal in the district on Fri-
day. The Panchayat Raj 
engineering wing built 
the classrooms at a cost 
of Rs 34 lakh. ALSO 
READ ‘Mana Ooru-Ma-
na Badi’ brings new lease 
of life for govt schools 
in Telangana Schools 
revamped under Mana 
Ooru-Mana Badi to be 
inaugurated on Jan 30 
Addressing a gathering 
on the occasion the min-
ister said the Telangana.

 government aims to 
spend around Rs 3000 
crore on infrastructure 
development in gov-
ernment schools under 
‘Mana Ooru Mana Badi‘ 
programme in the State. 
The schools would be 
given a facelift with infra-
structure development in 
as many as 9123 schools 
in this financial year. The 
government was plan-
ning to make funds al-

location in the next bud-
get, Ajay Kumar noted. 
Steps like construction 
of additional classrooms, 
digital classrooms, elec-
trification, improving 
sanitation conditions and 
introduction of English 
medium instruction in 
all government schools 
were being taken to offer 
corporate level education 
to students from poorer 
sections, he said. MP 

Nageshwar Rao stated 
that the previous govern-
ments have neglected the 
education sector but the 
BRS government had 
given importance to edu-
cation and embarked on 
Mana Ooru Mana Badi 
to strengthen the public 
education system. Later 
the minister, the MP and 
the ZP chairman handed 
over units to Dalit Band-
hu scheme beneficiaries 

in Chintakani mandal. 
They appealed to the 
beneficiaries to run the 
units they were given 
successfully to grow eco-
nomically and to provide 
employment to a few 
others. Minister Ajay 
Kumar stated that Dalit 
Bandhu has been bright-
ening up the lives of poor 
dalits. The dalits in Chin-
takani were fortunate as 
the government decided 
to implement the scheme 
on saturation mode ben-
efitting as many as 3462 
dalits in the mandal. He 
lauded the District Col-
lector VP Gautham for 
effectively implementing 
the scheme in the man-
dal. Seeds Corporation 
chairman K Koteshwar 
Rao. DCC Bank chair-
man K Nagabhushanam, 
additional Collector Sne-
halatha Mogili and others 
were present.

Boath segment undergoes unprecedented 
transformation in road infra: MLA Bapu Rao

Adilabad: Boath MLA 
Rathod Bapu Rao assert-
ed that he worked hard 
for improvement of road 
connectivity of the seg-
ment reserved for Sched-
uled Tribes (ST), which 
was deprived of the basic 
amenity for quite a long 
time. In an interview 
with Santosh Padala, the 
teacher-turned legislator 
explained how he devel-
oped the constituency in 
many aspects during his a 
little over four-year long 
stint in the office. Re-
member sacrifices of free-

dom fighters: MLA Ra-
thod Bapu Rao Focus on 
sanitation in government 
hospitals across Telanga-
na Excerpts: Successive 
governments ignored 
Boath Assembly Con-

stituency for 75 years. 
However, it is witnessing 
a remarkable growth in 
many fronts for the past 
few years, following the 
creation of Telangana 
state. Telangana Chief K 

Chandrasekhar Rao gives 
paramount importance to 
address major challenges 
of the constituency. Two 
new mandals such as 
Sirikonda and Bheempur 
mandals were carved out 
to ease administration in 
addition to existing seven 
mandals. Special focus 
on improving road con-
nectivity The segment, 
in particular, is seeing a 
striking change in road 
connectivity. For in-
stance, a new road is be-
ing laid through a rocky 
terrain from Raghu-

nathpur village in Boath 
mandal to Adelli village 
in Sarangapur mandal 
of Nirmal district spend-
ing Rs 13.50 crore. The 
facility has been a long 
pending dream of people 
of Boath and Sarangpur 
mandals as it can reduce 
the travelling distance 
drastically. Realizing 
long pending demands of 
remote villages Similar-
ly, a road is being formed 
between Boath mandal 
centre to interior Nigini-
kantegaon village spend-
ing Rs 19 crore, realising 

AIMIM announces Mirza Rahmath Baig as MLC candidate
Hyderabad: The All In-
dia Majlis–e-Ittehadul 
Muslimeen party has an-
nounced Mirza Rahmath 
Baig as its candidate for 
the forthcoming Mem-
ber of Legislative Council 
elections. AIMIM president 
Asaduddin Owaisi on Tues-
day made the announce-
ment on Twitter. “Happy to 
announce that Mirza Rah-
math Baig @_MirzaRah-
math will be @aimim_na-
tional’s MLC candidate. I’d 
also like to thank outgoing 
MLC Syed Amin Ul Hasan 
Jafri sb for his valuable 

services to AIMIM. Inshal-
lah, we’ll continue to ben-
efit from his experience 
& wisdom in future too,” 
(sic) he tweeted. Rahmath 
Baig has been associated 
with the AIMIM party for 
long and had in the past 
contested unsuccessfully 
from the Rajendranagar 
Assembly Constituency. 
He was also in-charge of 
Goshamahal constituency. 
AIMIM party for long and 
had in the past contested 
unsuccessfully from the 
Rajendranagar Assembly 
Constituency. 
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Hyderabad: A man called 
off his marriage in Hy-
derabad after he report-
edly found that “old” fur-
niture was given by the 
bride’s family as dowry, 
police said on Monday. 
The groom, who works 
as a bus driver, did not 
turn up for the wedding, 
which was scheduled on 
Sunday, following which 
a complaint was lodged 
by the bride’s father with 
the police and a case was 
registered. The bride’s 

father told media that the 
groom’s father misbe-
haved with him when he 
had gone to their house. 
“They said the items 
which they had asked for 
were not given and the 
furniture was also old. 
They refused to come. 
I had arranged for the 
feast for the wedding and 
invited all relatives and 
guests. But the groom 
did not come for his wed-
ding,” the bride’s father 
said. The groom’s family 

had expected furniture 
among other items as 
dowry, but as used furni-
ture was reportedly given 
by the bride’s family, the 
groom’s family rejected 
it and did not turn up on 
the day of the marriage, 
police said based on the 
complaint. According to 
police, a case under rel-
evant sections of the IPC 
and Dowry Prohibition 
Act was registered and 
further investigations 
were on.

Indian Horizon Bu-
reau Chief M.A.Samad 
: Nizamabad February 
21 ; Under the auspices 
of TNGOU, under the 
chairmanship of Employ-
ees JAC District Chair-
man Aluka Kishan, as 
part of the 34th District 
Level Inter-Departmen-
tal Sports Competition 
conducted Late Vemula 
Surender Reddy Memo-
rial Cricket Tournament, 
on Tuesday 21th Febru-
ary 2023 . As part of the 
cricket tournament to be 
held till Thursday 23rd 
February 2023. The de-
tails of first day cricket 
games are Pitch-1 : First 
match: ZP vs DWAMA, 
the ZP team batting first 
scored 76 runs for the 
loss of 8 wickets in the 
stipulated 10 overs...  The 
DWAMA team, which 
came into the ring with 

a target of 77 runs, lost 
3 wickets and hit a huge 
target of 77 runs in 8 
overs to win, Sushil Red-
dy, who scored 19 runs 

and became the man of 
the match, Tngo district 
president and secretary 
congratulated both the 
teams .

Nirmal, February, 21, 
(M.A. Waseem, Staff Re-
porter) Telangana Irriga-
tion Development Cor-
poration Chairman Dr. 
Venugopala Chary vis-
ited Nirmal for the first 
time after  taking charge 
of his office. He was 
welcomed by elders of 
Muslim community Syed 
Azhar Hussain, Habeeb 

Ahmed Al-Jeelani, M.A.  
Waseem, M. N. Ahmad, 
Muhammad Masood Ali, 
Rafi Ahmad Qureshi, 
Naziruddin, Aleem Pa-
helwan, Mahboob, 
Aslam Ali, Mateenud-
din, Syed Nabi, Ateeq 
Ahmed, Syed Musheer-
uddin, Atharuddin, Oth-
ers and was honored with 
flowers, bouquets.

TNGOU Conducts 34th DLIDSC : 

“They Said Furniture Was Old”: Father Of 
Bride As Groom Doesn’t Show Up

Telangana Irrigation Development Corporation 
Chairman Dr Venugopala Chary visits Nirmal 

KCR Nutrition Kits distributes to Pregnant Women : 

Indian Horizon Bureau Chief M.A.Samad : Ka-
mareddy February 21 ; CM KCR’s aspiration 
is to achieve a healthy Telangana said Smita 
Sabharwal, Chief Secretary of the Chief Min-
ister’s Office.  She visited the Biknoor Primary 
Health Center on Tuesday.  On this occasion, 
KCR Nutrition Kits were distributed to pregnant 
women.  She spoke on this occasion.  KCR Nu-
trition Kit has multiple benefits.  He said that 
KCR Nutrition Kit will contribute to the health 
care of pregnant women.  It is mentioned that 
Chief Minister KCR has introduced this scheme 
with the aim of preventing the problem of ane-
mia among pregnant women.  It is said that 
the unborn child will be healthy.  It is said that 
the height and weight of the girls will be able 
to study and get high jobs.  He said that after 
studying the health of pregnant women in 
the states of Kerala and Tamil Nadu and bring-
ing it to the attention of Chief Minister KCR, 
the KCR Nutrition Kit has been started in our 

state.  Itwas advised to use the nutrition and 
medicines given in the KCR Nutrition Kit, think-

ing that my health and the health of my child 
should be good.  It is said that if children born 
without fragility are kept healthy till the age 
of six, they will be healthy for life.  Opinions of 
pregnant women were asked.  Additional Com-
missioner of Women and Child Welfare Depart-
ment spoke.  They want to see normal births in 
government hospitals.  He said that if pregnant 
women give birth normally, mother and child 
will be healthy.  Young girls are told not to get 
married until they turn 18.  Women with two 
children are said to undergo family planning 
surgeries.  It is suggested that women must 
drink toned milk for their babies born within 
an hour of delivery.  It is claimed that drinking 
toned milk increases the immunity of children.  
Smita Sabharwal, Principal Secretary, Chief 
Minister’s Office, visited the Anganwadi Cen-
ter in Mandal Centre.  Anganwadi worker was 
asked about the nutritional food provided to 
children and pregnant women.

Loans should disbursed according to specified targets : 
Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : Nizam-
abad 21 ; District Collector 
Rajiv Gandhi Hanuman-
thuhas suggested that the 
bankers should work hard 
to achieve the specified 
targets in the distribution 
of loans to the respective 
sectors.  Especially since 
Nizamabad district is an 
agriculture-based region, 
it is desirable to give high 
priority to the distribution 
of crop loans.  A meeting of 
the District Level Bankers 
Consultative Committee 
was held under the chair-
manship of the Collector in 
the conference hall of the 
integrated district office 
complex on Tuesday.  The 
Collector reviewed bank 
wise the targets set and the 
progress achieved in rela-
tion to the previous Kharif 
and Rabi seasons.  The col-
lector inquired the reasons 
why many banks have pro-
vided loans in accordance 

with the target while oth-
ers are lagging behind.  He 
said that last year on an av-
erage 88 percent crop loan 
target was achieved, but 
this year many banks have 
disbursed only 30 percent 
crop loans.  They want to 
speed up the disburse-
ment of loans and take the 
initiative to achieve the 
target within a specified 
period.  If the bankers do 
not provide the necessary 
investment in the form of 
loans for the cultivation of 

crops, there is a risk of fi-
nancial loss by the farmers 
resorting to private mon-
eylenders, so that such a 
situation does not arise, 
the bankers should take 
the initiative to provide 
ample loans to the agricul-
tural sector.  The District 
Agriculture Officer has 
been directed to examine 
whether the farmers are 
facing any difficulties in 
terms of crop loans at the 
field level.  Farmers should 
be made aware on a wide 

scale by explaining that re-
newal of loans will provide 
exemption from interest 
burden as well as ease of 
getting new crop loans.  
The bankers were ad-
vised to regularly organize 
awareness programs for 
rice donors in farmers’ ven-
ues in coordination with 
the Agriculture Depart-
ment. As agriculture is the 
main base in the district, 
the bankers were advised 
to work sincerely to extend 
services to every farmer.  A 
clear change in the situa-
tion should be seen by the 
next meeting.  It has been 
suggested that full linkage 
loans should be distributed 
to self help societies and 
no delay should be made 
in disbursement of subsi-
dized loans.  The officials 
of the SC and ST welfare 
departments were ordered 
to complete the selection 
process of the beneficia-
ries quickly.  They want to 

provide loans under Stand 
Up India along with Mudra 
loans to street vendors.  
Bankers should take the 
initiative to provide loans 
for establishment of units 
to the eligible candidates 
who have successfully 
completed the training 
offered to rural youth in 
self-employment courses 
under the auspices of State 
Bank of India.  Whereas, 
this year, 5905 for agri-
culture sector.  While the 
target is to provide loans 
of Rs.60 crore, Rs. 4172.74 
crores has been distrib-
uted and 70 percent of the 
target has been achieved, 
the District Manager of 
Lead Bank Srinivas Rao 
brought to the attention 
of the Collector.  RBI DGM 
Rajendra Prasad, NABARD 
DDM Nagesh, district level 
officials of various depart-
ments and bankers partici-
pated in this meeting.

During Baisakhi Great Opportunity To Travel In Guru Kripa
Yatra By Bharat Gaurav Tourist Train To Famous Sikh Shrines

The tour is specially conceptualized after detailed con-
sultations with various Gurudwara Management com-
mittees, organizations and various Sikh associations. The 
11 Days / 10 Nights all inclusive tour will start from Luc-
know on 5th April, 2023 and will end on 15th April, 2023 
Visit Sikh places like Sri Kesgarh Sahib Gurudwara and 
Virasat-e-khalsa at Anandpur Sahib, Gurudwara Sri Pa-
talpuri Sahib at Kiratpur Sahib, Gurudwara Sri Fatehgarh 
Sahib at Sirhind, Sri Akal Takht Sahib and Sri Harman-
dir Sahib at Amritsar, Sri Damdama Sahib at Bathinda, 
TakhtSachkhand Sri Hazur Sahib at Nanded, Gurudwara 
Sri Guru Nanak Jhira Sahib at Bidar and Gurudwara Sri 
Harmandarji Sahib at Patna. 678 devotees can travel on 
this special train • IRCTC to operate the Guru Kir-
paYatra with its exclusive Bharat Gaurav Tourist Train in 
April which also coincides with the Baisakhi festival. • 
Composition of 9 Sleeper Class Coaches, 1 AC-3 Tier and 
1 AC- 2 Tier coach, 1 Pantry car, 2 Generator coaches. 
• IRCTC is offering the tour package across 3 cat-
egories namely: Standard, Superior and Comfort. • Pas-
sengers can Board/De-board at Lucknow, Sitapur, Pilib-
hit& Bareilly. •  Cost of Tour packages starts from Rs. 

19,999/- per person. Minis-
try of Railways is promoting 
the cultural and religious 
heritage of India through 
its fleet of Bharat Gaurav 
Tourist Trains which are be-
ing operated by Railways 
on various famous theme-
based circuits to showcase 
the cultural heritage of this 
great nation. With rever-
ence for the believers of 
Sikhism, Indian Railways is 
launching the Guru KirpaY-
atra with its exclusive Bharat 
Gaurav Tourist Train in the 
forthcoming month of April 

– also celebrated as the month of Baisakhi in the entire 
North India. After detailed consultations with stakehold-
ers at various levels,Indian Railways has specially con-

ceived this tour to holy Sikh shrines located in different 
parts of the country. Indian Railways has come up with 
the 11 Days / 10 Nights all inclusive tour,which will start 
from Lucknow on 5th April, 2023 and will end on 15th 
April, 2023. During this holy tour, the pilgrims will visit 
the most prominent revered sites of Sikhism which in-
cludes the five Holy Takhts. The tour will include visit to 
Sri Kesgarh Sahib Gurudwara&Virasat-e-khalsa at Anan-
dpur Sahib, Gurudwara Sri PatalpuriSahib at Kiratpur Sa-
hib, Gurudwara Sri Fatehgarh Sahib at Sirhind, Sri Akal 
Takht Sahib and Sri Harmandir Sahib at Amritsar, Sri Dam-
dama Sahib at Bathinda, TakhtSachkhand Sri Hazur Sahib 
at Nanded, Gurudwara Sri Guru Nanak Jhira Sahib at Bi-
dar and Gurudwara Sri Harmandarji Sahib at Patna. IRCTC 

will operate this train with a composition of 9 Sleeper 
Class Coaches, 1 AC-3 Tier and 1 AC- 2Tier coach.IRCTC 
is offering the tour package across 3 categories namely: 
Standard, Superior and Comfort  with total capacity of 
678 passengers (with majority in budget segment stan-
dard category). This all inclusive tour package will essen-
tially include comfortable rail journey in ergonomically 
designed exclusive coaches, complete on-board & off-
board meals, accommodation in quality hotels, complete 
road transfers alongwith sightseeing.The services of tour 
escorts, travel insurance, on-board security and house-
keeping will also be available. The option to take part in 
Langars will also be available at important Gurudwaras as 
well as during the journey. IRCTC has priced.
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Court Refuses To Consider Request 
To Bar Demolition In Delhi’s Mehrauli

New Delhi: The Delhi 
High Court Monday re-
fused to entertain a plea 
seeking a bar on demo-
lition in the Mehrauli 
Archaeological Park 
area in south Delhi till a 
fresh demarcation report 
has been prepared. As a 
bench of Chief Justice 
Satish Chandra Sharma 
and Justice Subramoni-
um Prasad said it was not 
going to interfere in the 
matter, the petitioner’s 
counsel sought to with-
draw the petition which 
the court allowed. The 
high court was informed 
by the counsel for the 
Delhi Development Au-
thority (DDA) that de-
marcation of the area has 
already been done in 2021 
and the demolition action 
had started only there-
after. The court, which 
was hearing a petition by 
Mehrauli Minorities Res-
ident And Shop Owners 
Welfare, also questioned 

the petitioner about its 
locus standi. “Who are 
you? What is your locus 
to ask for demarcation? 
We are not going to inter-
fere. You file a civil suit 
raising your claim, if you 
want to,” the bench said. 
The petitioner’s counsel 
said his prayer was only 
that a proper demarca-
tion of the area be carried 
out. Without interfering 
with the demolition ex-

ercise, a single judge of 
the high court had earlier 
issued notice on the peti-
tion and directed that the 
matter be placed before 
the division bench head-
ed by the chief Justice 
where a similar matter is 
already pending. Nearly 
20 multi-storey build-
ings, a large number of 
shops and houses and a 
private school building 
are among the structures 

constructed “illegally” 
over the last few decades 
in the Mehrauli Archaeo-
logical Park, which the 
authorities have identi-
fied as part of the ‘anti-
encroachment’ drive. The 
DDA, on February 10, 
started a demolition drive 
in the Mehrauli area 
amid heavy police secu-
rity. However, on Febru-
ary 14, Delhi Lieutenant 
Governor V K Saxena 
directed the DDA to stop 
the anti-encroachment 
drive in Mehrauli and 
Ladha Sarai villages till 
further instructions, Raj 
Niwas officials had said. 
The drive came a month 
ahead of a proposed G20 
meeting at the park in 
south Delhi. According 
to the DDA, the old park 
has about 55 monuments 
under the protection of 
the Archaeological Sur-
vey of India, state arche-
ological department and 
the urban civic body. The 
petitioner had alleged 

the revenue minister of 
the Delhi government 
said on February 11 that 
a fresh demarcation re-
port should be prepared 
as the present report has 
“certain objections” and, 
in the meantime, no de-
molition exercise should 
be carried out. The pe-
titioner had submitted 
Mehrauli has many slum 
clusters and several waqf 
properties, including 
mosques and dargahs, 
were located there. On 
December 23, 2022, the 
high court had refused to 
stay the demolition exer-
cise proposed in Mehrau-
li Archaeological Park. 
The DDA had then in-
formed the court that no 
mosque or graveyard was 
being demolished by the 
authorities and that only 
the encroachers will be 
removed from places in 
and around the Mehrauli 
Archaeological Park. It 
said the exercise will be 
carried out in accordance 

Delhi Police Custody Of Man Who Killed 
Girlfriend, Kept Body In Fridge Extended

New Delhi: A metropoli-
tan court here on Monday 
extended the police cus-
tody of Sahil Gehlot, ac-
cused of killing his girl-
friend Nikki Yadav and 
stuffing her body into a 
refrigerator in southwest 
Delhi, by two days. The 
link court of Additional 
Chief Metropolitan Mag-
istrate Samiksha Gupta 
remanded the other five 
co-accused in the case 
in judicial custody for 
14 days. The investiga-
tion officer had sought 
a three-day extension of 
Gehlot’s custodial inter-
rogation. Last Tuesday, 
Chief Metropolitan Mag-
istrate Archana Beniwal 
had remanded Gehlot 
(24) in five days’ police 
custody. Gehlot’s father 
Virender Singh, cous-
ins Naveen and Ashish 
and friends Lokesh and 
Amar were sent to po-
lice custody last Friday 
after being produced be-
fore a duty magistrate. 
Police had said the five 
co-accused were arrested 
after their roles in the 

killing of Yadav were as-
certained. Sahil Gehlot’s 
Family Unaware Of Re-
lationship With Nikki 
Yadav, Claims Relative 
Sahil Gehlot’s Family 
Unaware Of Relation-
ship With Nikki Yadav, 
Claims Relative Nikki 
Yadav’s Partner Wanted 
To Pass Off Murder As 
Road Accident: Report 
Nikki Yadav’s Partner 
Wanted To Pass Off Mur-
der As Road Accident: 
Report Nikki Yadav’s 
Partner’s Father Was Ar-
rested Earlier In Another 
Murder Case Nikki Ya-
dav’s Partner’s Father 
Was Arrested Earlier In 

Another Murder Case 
Police had initially said 
Gehlot, after being ar-
rested on February 14, 
had confessed to killing 
Yadav as she was pres-
suring him to marry her. 
In a twist in the case, po-
lice later said Yadav was 
Gehlot’s wife and the 
couple had tied the knot 
in 2020. According to a 
top Delhi Police officer, 
Yadav was opposed to 
the impending marriage 
of Gehlot that his family 
had fixed. Gehlot killed 
Yadav after he could not 
convince her to allow 
him to go ahead with the 
wedding.

Sahil Gehlot’s Family Unaware Of Relationship 
With Nikki Yadav, Claims Relative

New Delhi: The family of 
Sahil Gehlot, accused of 
killing his girlfriend Nik-
ki Yadav and stuffing her 
body into a refrigerator in 
southwest Delhi before 
being caught, was not 
aware of the accused’s 
relationship with the vic-
tim, a relative claimed on 
Monday. Sahil Gehlot’s 
maternal uncle Yogi 
Mathur told PTI that they 
came to know about the 
relationship between the 
couple through media re-
ports. “None of us knew 
that they were in regular 
touch or that they were 
married and wanted to 
part ways,” he said. If the 
family was aware of their 
relationship, a tragedy of 
this magnitude would not 
have occurred, Mathur 

said. The family mem-
bers would have inter-
vened to prevent the trag-
edy, he added. “When we 
got together for the wed-
ding (between Gehlot 
and a woman chosen 
by his family), we were 

not aware of anything ... 
We cannot believe what 
has happened,” Mathur 
said, adding, “The fam-
ily is in shock and pain.” 
Recounting the day of 
Gehlot’s engagement, 
he said Gehlot suddenly 

went missing and the 
family could not trace 
him. Delhi Police Cus-
tody Of Man Who Killed 
Girlfriend, Kept Body In 
Fridge Extended Delhi 
Police Custody Of Man 
Who Killed Girlfriend, 
Kept Body In Fridge 
Extended Nikki Yadav’s 
Partner Wanted To Pass 
Off Murder As Road Ac-
cident: Report Nikki Ya-
dav’s Partner Wanted To 
Pass Off Murder As Road 
Accident: Report Nikki 
Yadav’s Partner’s Father 
Was Arrested Earlier In 
Another Murder Case 
Nikki Yadav’s Partner’s 
Father Was Arrested Ear-
lier In Another Murder 
Case “I was angry but 
his (Gehlot’s) mother 
told me not to get angry 

with him as he is getting 
married,” Mathur said. A 
court extended Gehlot’s 
police custody by two 
days on Monday. Police 
also informed the court 
that the identity of the 
priest who had solem-
nised the marriage be-
tween the victim and the 
accused was “verified”. 
The investigating officer 
(IO) told the court that 
during the investiga-
tion, it came to light that 
Gehlot had secretly mar-
ried Yadav in October 
2020 and the victim was 
asking the accused to get 
a social sanction for the 
marriage. Meanwhile, 
Gehlot’s family was pres-
suring him to marry a 
woman of its choice and 
his engagement was fixed 

Delhi Woman, 28, Dies After Being 
Set On Fire By Live-In Partner: Cops

Stop Demolition Of Religious Structures: 
Manish Sisodia To Delhi Lt Governor

New Delhi: Delhi Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish 
Sisodia on Monday ap-
pealed to Lt Governor V 
K Saxena to stop the pro-
posed demolition of 74 
religious structures for in-
frastructure development 
projects in the capital, 
saying it could hurt senti-
ments and lead to a seri-
ous law and order situa-
tion. “Lakhs of devotees 
visit these religious struc-
tures and their demolition 
could trigger a law and 
order situation in the cap-
ital,” a statement quoted 
Sisodia said. Mr Siso-

dia’s appeal came after 
the Delhi Police released 
reports, recommending 
that the religious struc-
tures should not be de-
molished. The proposed 
infrastructure projects 
include the construction 
of flyovers, roads, and 
housing projects by the 
central government. “The 
Delhi Police reports men-
tion that the demolition 
of religious structures 
will lead to massive pro-
tests and law and order 
situation in the capital 
that might escalate to ri-
ots,” he said. The deputy 

Chief Minister said these 
structures can be protect-
ed by making changes to 
the project designs.”In 
the era of modern archi-
tecture and technology, 
it is possible to modify 
designs to meet the re-
quirements of the envi-
ronment, and the same 
can be done in this case to 
save the temples, mazars, 
and gurudwaras,” he said. 
Development is essential, 
but it should not hurt 
people’s religious senti-
ments, Manish Sisodia 
said. Earlier this month, 
officials had said that Mr 

At 33 Degrees, Delhi’s Warmest Day In 
February In Last 17 Years

New Delhi: Delhi ap-
pears to have skipped 
spring entirely, going 
from a freezing cold win-
ter to hot days in just a 
few weeks as it saw the 
warmest February day in 
17 years today. The maxi-
mum temperature of 33.6 
degrees is the highest for 
the month since 2006, 
showed data from the 
weather department. The 
maximum temperature 
today was nine notches 
above normal. Today is 
also the third warmest 
February in the last 55 

years. February 20 is the 
third warmest since 1969, 
showed the data from the 
India Meteorological De-
partment. Kuldeep Sriv-
astava, head of the India 
Meteorological Depart-
ment’s (IMD) regional 
forecasting centre, said 

the lack of strong western 
disturbances was the pri-
mary reason for the early 
heat in Delhi and other 
parts of northwest India. 
The national capital has 
been seeing a steady rise 
in temperatures over the 
past few days. On Sun-

day, the city recorded a 
maximum temperature 
of 31.5 degrees Celsius, 
seven notches above the 
season’s average and the 
highest in the month in 
two years, the India Me-
teorological Department 
said. The onset of sum-
mer earlier than expected 
this year has raised con-
cern over the weather’s 
effect on wheat crop and 
rapid snow melt in the 
mountains. A top weather 
scientist warned of even 
warmer days in Delhi in 
the coming days. 

The temperature in the 
national capital is likely 
to rise up to 33 degree 
Celsius in the coming 
days, much before the 
spring festival of Holi in 
early March, IMD senior 
scientist Naresh Kumar 
told NDTV. The weather 
department had attrib-
uted the unusual heat to 
the lack of rainfall due 
to the absence of active 
western disturbances 
over north India and any 
major system over south 
India. Post a comment 
The country as a whole 

2000 Red Fort Attack: Prisons Body 
Seeks Death Warrant Against Guilty

New Delhi: The Delhi Pris-
ons Department has writ-
ten to a city court to issue 
a death warrant against the 
guilty in the 2000 Red Fort 
attack case, officials said 
on Monday. The Supreme 
Court in November last year 
dismissed a plea by Lash-
kar-e-Taiba (LeT) terrorist 
Mohammad Arif alias Ash-
faq seeking a review of its 
verdict awarding him death 
penalty. A senior jail official 
said they have written to a 

court earlier this month and 
initiated further procedure. 
Arif has not appealed to the 
President for reducing his 
term. The case is listed for 
February 27, official added. 
On the night of December 

22, 2000, some intruders 
entered the Mughal-era fort 
where unit 7 of Rajputana 
Rifles of the Indian Army 
was stationed and opened 
fire at them. Three Army 
jawans were killed in the 

attack. The intruders later 
escaped by scaling the rear 
side boundary of the fort. 
Supreme Court Asks If It 
Can Direct Legislature To 
Make Uniform Laws Su-
preme Court Asks If It Can 
Direct Legislature To Make 
Uniform Laws Arif was 
awarded death sentence by 
a trial court in October 2005 
affirmed by Delhi High 
Court in September 2007. 
He then approached the Su-
preme court challenging the 

Delhi Lt Governor Trying To Act Against 
Assembly Committees: AAP

New Delhi: The AAP 
on Monday alleged that 
Delhi Lt Governor VK 
Saxena is trying to “act” 
against Vidhan Sabha 
committees and has writ-
ten to the chief secretary 
and the assembly seek-
ing details on their func-
tioning. Party national 
spokesperson Saurabh 
Bhardwaj told a press 
conference that the Peti-
tions Committee of the 

Delhi assembly had rec-
ommended action against 
officials on three different 
issues. But the Lt Gover-
nor (LG), instead of tak-
ing action against them, 
decided to take action 
against the committee, 
he alleged. There was no 
immediate reaction from 
the LG office to the alle-
gations. “The Delhi LG is 
trying to act against Vid-
han Sabha committees. 

He has written to Chief 
Secretary Naresh Ku-
mar and the Delhi Vid-
han Sabha questioning 
how the committees are 
functioning and whether 
they are going against 
the law,” the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) leader said. 
However, he did not 
share a copy of the letter. 
“He feels that they are 
interfering in the work 
of government officials. 

The LG has problems 
with the committees. 
This makes it clear that 
whatever the officials do 
to interfere in the func-
tioning of the govern-
ment is done at the behest 
of the LG,” he alleged. 
Citing instances where 
the Petitions Committee 
of the Delhi assembly 
intervened, Mr Bhardwaj 
said that the committee 
had taken up the matter 

New Delhi: A 28-year-old 
woman died on Monday, 
days after she was alleg-
edly set on fire by her 
live-in partner following 
a dispute over drugs in 
northwest Delhi’s Aman 
Vihar, police said. On 
February 11, the police 
received information re-
garding the admission of 
a woman with burn in-
juries in SGM Hospital. 
When the police reached 
the hospital, the woman 
was found unfit to record 
her statement, they said. 
She was later identified 
as a resident of Balbir 
Vihar in northwest Delhi 
and worked as a labourer 
in a footwear factory. She 
was shifted to Safdarjung 
Hospital and then to AI-
IMS Trauma Centre for 
further treatment, they 

said. Investigations re-
vealed that the victim had 
left her husband and was 
living with the accused, 
identified as Mohit, for 
the past six years, a se-
nior police officer said. 
She had two children -- 
one from her marriage 
and one with Mohit. The 
woman was unfit to re-
cord a statement due to 
her critical condition. 
On Monday, she died at 
the hospital and the post-
mortem was conducted, 
the officer said. Supreme 
Court Asks Delhi Police 
To File Charge Sheet In 
Hate Speeches Case Su-
preme Court Asks Report 
Nikki Yadav’s Partner’s 
Father Was Arrested 
Earlier In Another Mur-
der Case Nikki Yadav’s 
Partner’s Father Was Ar-

rested Earlier In Another 
Murder Case On the basis 
of her family members’ 
statement, a murder case 
has been registered at 
Aman Vihar police sta-
tion, the police said. It 
has been alleged in the 
complaint that the wom-
an got into an argument 
with Mohit on the night 
of February 10 after she 
found him taking drugs 
at his friend’s place, the 
senior officer said. The 
accused allegedly poured 
‘tarpin oil’ over her and 
set her on fire, the police 
said. PromotedListen to 
the latest songs, only on 
JioSaavn.com Mohit has 
been detained and further 
investigation is under-
way, they added.
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‘Can’t Even Resolve Belagavi Row...’: KTR 
on ‘Modi Stopped Ukraine War’ Remark

Telangana Minister KT 
Rama Rao has been a 
vocal critic of the Modi 
government’s policies. 
While the BJP is aggres-
sively trying to make its 
space in the Southern 
state, the ruling Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi led by 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekar Rao has also 
sharpened its attack 
against the saffron party. 
In the latest dig at the 
Narendra Modi-led rul-
ing dispensation, KTR 
criticised BJP president 
JP Nadda for saying that 
the Modi Government 
stopped the Ukraine war 
to evacuate Indians. KTR 
said that the claim comes 

from the BJP which is 
not able to resolve a 
border dispute between 
two states ruled by the 
party. “Modi can’t even 
resolve Belagavi Border 
dispute between 2 BJP 
ruled states Karnataka 
& Maharashtra. But BJP 
president Nadda falsely 
claims that Modi stopped 
the Russia-Ukraine war! 
Their own Ministry of 
External Affairs says it’s 
Farce & Inaccurate! Aur 
Kitna Phekoge Sir?,” 
said KTR in a tweet. 
KTR’s jibe came after 
Nadda yesterday said 
that no other Prime Min-
ister got their people res-
cued from a conflict zone 

like PM Narendra Modi 
did by evacuating over 
22,500 students while en-
forcing a ceasefire after 
war broke out between 
Russia and Ukraine. “No 
other Prime Minister in 
the history of India has 
been as great as Modi ji. 
He stopped the Russia-
Ukraine war to evacu-
ate 22,500 students from 
there back to India,” Nad-
da said while address-
ing a public gathering in 
poll-bound Karnataka’s 
Udupi. He further said 
that many students, who 
were rescued during the 
Ukrain-Russia war, were 
from Karnataka. It may 
be recalled that when 
the Russia-Ukraine war 
broke out last year, the 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs carried out an evac-
uation mission in close 
coordination with Russia 
as well as Ukraine. Over 
22 thousand people in-
cluding the majority of 
students were evacuated 
from Ukraine. Ukraine is 
a major hub for medical 
education and many In-
dian visit the country for 

educational purpose.
He said that India be-
lieves that there is no 
need to have a lengthy 
introduction of the docu-
ment and that a factual 
account of the IGN meet-
ings should be presented 
as a separate document. 
“It is important to in-
clude attributions of po-
sitions in all parts of the 
document, as in any nor-
mal UN process. The fact 
that some sections of the 
membership do not want 
to have their positions 
clearly stated, should not 
preclude the right of oth-
ers to have their views 
duly reflected and attrib-
uted. Attribution of posi-
tions contributes to the 
promotion of convergen-
ces,” R Ravindra said. 
Post a comment “The 
division between con-
vergence and divergence 
throughout the document 
should eventually be 
eliminated. The language 
used in all items grouped 
under “divergence” al-
ready makes it clear that 
those topics require fur-
ther discussion.

‘Waiting to Take my Mother to Mecca’: 
Mufti Writes to Jaishankar, Here’s why

Jammu: PDP president 
Mehbooba Mufti on 
Monday sought External 
Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar’s intervention for 
her passport, saying she 
has been waiting for it 
for the past three years 
to take her 80-year-old 
mother on a pilgrimage 
to Mecca. In a letter to 
the minister, she said her 
passport’s renewal has 
been pending as the Jam-
mu and Kashmir CID 
gave an adverse report 
that issuing the travel 
document to her would 
undermine national se-
curity. Mehbooba also 
highlighted the delay in 
issuing of passport to 
her daughter Iltija who 
wants to pursue higher 
studies outside the coun-
try. “I am writing to you 
about a matter that has 
dragged on needlessly 
for the last three years, 
the former Jammu and 
Kashmir chief minister 
said and added that “my 
mother (Gulshan Nazir) 
and I applied for pass-
port renewal in March 

2020”. “J&K CID gave 
an adverse report that 
issuing passports to my 
80-year-old mother and 
me would undermine na-
tional security. In J&K, 
it has become the norm 
to arbitrarily reject pass-
port applications of thou-
sands, including journal-
ists, students and others, 
by misusing national in-
terest as a pretext,” Peo-
ples Democratic Party 
(PDP) leader said in 
her letter. She said they 
moved the Jammu and 
Kashmir High Court and 
after the case “dragged” 
on for three years, the 
court gave clear direc-
tions that the Regional 
Passport Office in Sri-
nagar should not operate 
as the CID’s “mouth-
piece” by denying pass-
ports on vague grounds. 
“In my case, I was asked 
to approach the Pass-
port Authority of India 
which I have done mul-
tiple times since 2021. 
Unfortunately, I have 
not received a positive 
response yet. The inordi-

nate and deliberate delay 
in issuing my passport 
is a grave violation of 
my fundamental right,” 
Mehbooba, who is cur-
rently in Jammu, said. 
She said that “if suspend-
ing my basic rights in a 
democracy like ours is 
done with such brazen 
impunity and contempt, 
one cannot even imagine 
what an ordinary Kash-
miri goes through”. “My 
daughter Iltija applied 
for her passport renewal 
in June 2022. Her appli-
cation too is in limbo and 
it seems that the Passport 
Office in Srinagar is yet 
again failing to discharge 
its duty,” the PDP leader 
said. For the past three 

years, “I have been wait-
ing eagerly to take my 
mother on a pilgrimage 
to Mecca”, she said and 
added that “as a daugh-
ter, I feel pained and 
anguished to be unable 
to fulfil such a simple 
wish because of petty 
politics”. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Uni-
versity Learn from IIT 
Madras Faculty & Indus-
try Experts. Intellipaat “I 
write to you hoping that 
you will look into the 
matter urgently,” she said 
in her letter to the exter-
nal affairs minister. Last 
week, Iltija filed a peti-
tion in the high court for 

Muslim Men’s Killing: 3 Accused Had 
Worked As Haryana Police Informers

New Delhi: Three of 
the five cow vigilantes 
who allegedly killed two 
Muslim men in Haryana 
worked as police inform-
ers to crack down on cat-
tle smuggling, according 
to four first information 
reports, or FIRs, from 
previous cases. The five 
men are Anil, Srikant, 
Rinku Saini, Lokesh 
Singhla and Mohit Ya-
dav alias Monu Manesar. 
Of these, Rinku Saini, 
Lokesh Singhla and Sri-
kant used to accompany 
Haryana Police teams 
during raids on cattle 
smugglers, according to 
the FIRs. In four FIRs 
of cow smuggling cases 
accessed by NDTV, the 
Haryana Police declared 
the three men who face 
murder cases as their 
“informers”. The burnt 
bodies of the two Mus-

lim men, Nasir and Jun-
aid, were found in a Ma-
hindra Bolero SUV last 
Thursday in Haryana’s 
Bhiwani district. The 
police are investigating 
whether cow vigilantism 
was the reason behind the 
murders. The police have 
said Junaid faced five 
cases of cow smuggling. 
Nasir had no criminal re-
cord. In a cow smuggling 
case filed in January, the 
Haryana Police had tak-
en Lokesh Singhla with 
them during a raid. The 
four FIRs are from Firo-
zpur Jhirka police station 
in Haryana’s Mewat. The 
two Muslim men from 
Rajasthan were first tak-
en to the cops while still 
alive, police sources told 
NDTV on Saturday last. 
They said Nasir and Jun-
aid were attacked by four 
men after being suspect-

ed of smuggling cows. 
Rinku Saini, a taxi driver 
and member of the cow 
vigilante group, told in-
vestigators they took the 
two Muslim men to Firo-
zpur Jhirka police station. 
They said Saini and his 

group wanted Haryana 
Police to arrest Junaid 
and Nasir on charges of 
cow smuggling, but see-
ing the condition of the 
two half-dead men, the 
policemen at the station 
asked them to leave. Not 

long after, Junaid and 
Nasir died from their in-
juries. The terrified group 
of cow vigilantes then 
contacted their friends to 
discuss how to dispose of 
the bodies, sources said. 
They finally decided to 
take their Bolero SUV 
and both the bodies to 
Bhiwani, 200 km away. 
On Thursday morning, 
both the bodies, along 
with the vehicle, were 
doused in petrol and set 
alight, police sources 
said. Post a comment 
According to Saini, they 
hoped that no one would 
be able to trace the bod-
ies and the burnt vehicle 
back to them if they burnt 
it far away from the scene 
of the crime. However, 
Junaid and Nasir were 
identified from the chas-
sis number.

“Nothing But Drama”: Ashok Gehlot On 
Probe Agency Raids In Chhattisgarh

Jaipur: Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
on Monday, attacked the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) over the raids 
conducted by Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
in Chhattisgarh and said 
that the “enmity” will 
come heavily against 
BJP. Talking to ANI, Mr 
Gehlot said, “What mes-
sage are they (BJP) trying 
to give before the plenary 
session of Congress? It’s 

painful to see the raids 
in Chhattisgarh”. “Every 
Congress worker is en-
raged. The people of the 
country are understand-
ing that it is nothing but a 
drama,” he added. Ashok 
Gehlot said, “They think 
that Congress will get 
scared? Congress party 
fought against the Brit-
ish, and many of our 
leaders went to jail. 
We will fight against 
it. The way BJP lead-

ers are having enmity, it 
will come down heavily 
upon them.” Earlier on 
Monday, the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
conducted searches at 
more than a dozen loca-
tions in Chhattishgarh in 
a mining case. The places 
searched include residen-
tial and office premises 
of various Congress lead-
ers. The searches were 
conducted at the prem-
ises of Ramgopal Agar-
wal, Treasurer, Chat-
tisgarh Congress. ED is 
also conducting raids on 
Bhilai MLA Devendra 
Yadav, Girish Devan-
gan, RP Singh, Vinod 
Tiwari, Sunny Agarwal, 
sources informed. Post 
a comment As per the 
sources, the Enforcement 
Directorate has strong 
evidence of Ramgopal 
Agarwal received ₹ 52 
crore from Suryakant Ti-
wari.

Digital Transactions Will Soon Exceed 
Cash Payments In India: PM Modi

New Delhi: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi today 
expressed hope that digital 
transactions will soon sur-
pass cash, as Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI) is 
increasingly becoming the 
most preferred payment 
mechanism in the country. 
PM Modi after the launch 
of the cross-border con-
nectivity between the UPI 
and PayNow of Singapore 
said about 74 billion trans-
actions amounting to more 
than ₹ 126 trillion, which 
is approximately 2 tril-
lion Singapore dollar, was 

done through UPI in 2022. 
“Many experts are estimat-
ing that very soon India’s 
digital wallet transactions 
are going to overtake cash 
transactions,” he said. A 
large number of transac-
tions via UPI demonstrate 

that this indigenously de-
signed payment system is 
very secure, he said. PM 
Modi along with his Sin-
gaporean counterpart Lee 
Hsien Loong witnessed the 
launch of cross-border con-
nectivity between the UPI 

and PayNow of Singapore 
via video conferencing. 
The facility was launched 
through token transactions 
by Reserve Bank of India 
Governor, Shaktikanta Das 
and Managing Director of 
Monetary Authority of Sin-
gapore Ravi Menon using 
the UPI-PayNow linkage. 
The UPI-PayNow linkage 
will enable users of the two 
fast payment systems in ei-
ther country to make con-
venient, safe, instant, and 
cost-effective cross-border 
funds transfers using their 
respective mobile apps, 

Gangster-terror link: National Investigation 
Agency carries out raids across India

India’s National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) on 
Tuesday (February 21) 
conducted raids across 
the country at more than 
70 locations with connec-
tions to gangsters Law-
rence Bishnoi, Neeraj 
Bawana and their aides. 
The raids were carried 
out in and around Delhi 
and in states like Rajas-
than, Haryana, Madhya 
Pradesh, Gujarat, Chan-
digarh and Uttar Pradesh. 
The officials began the 
raids early on Tuesday 
and they were ongoing 

at the time of publishing 
of this story. Lawrence 
Bishnoi was placed under 
arrest by the NIA on No-
vember 24, 2022 in con-
nection with a case relat-
ed to conspiracy hatched 
by terrorists, gangsters 
and drug smugglers` 
syndicate to create terror 
among the public. His ar-
rest was made when he 
was lodged in the Bhatin-
da Jail. The case pertains 
to conspiracy hatched by 
the members of criminal 
syndicate based in In-
dia and abroad, to raise 

funds, recruit youth to 
carry out terrorist acts 
in Delhi and other parts 
of the country to exe-
cute spectacular heinous 
crimes, including target-
ed killings of prominent 
persons, with an inten-
tion to strike terror in the 
minds of the people of 
the country. The case was 
initially registered at po-
lice station Special Cell, 
Delhi Police on August 
4, 2022 and later on the 
probe of the matter was 
taken over by the NIA. 
“We have learnt that the 

terrorist-gangster-drug 
smugglers syndicate led 
by Bishnoi was involved 
in many targeted kill-
ings and extortion from 
businessmen, profes-
sionals, including doc-
tors. This had created a 
widespread scare and ter-
ror among the public at 
large. All such criminal 
acts were not isolated lo-
cal incidents but part of a 
deep-rooted conspiracy 
amongst the terrorists, 
gangsters, drug smug-
gling cartels and net-
works.

Pak Audience “All Clapped”: Javed Akhtar On Viral “26/11 Attackers” Remark
New Delhi: Music icon Ja-
ved Akhtar, whose com-
ment about 26/11 attack-
ers roaming free in Pakistan 
went viral on social media, 
told NDTV today that his 
response was extremely 
well-received by the audi-
ence across the border too. 
Mr Akhtar was in Pakistan 
last week for a festival in La-
hore in memory of legend-
ary Urdu poet Faiz Ahmed 

Faiz. Asked about the com-
ment today in an exclusive 
interview, the  writer and 
poet told NDTV: “They 
all clapped. They agreed 
with me. There are many 
people who admire India, 
want to have a relationship 
with us”. “We tend to think 
of countries as monolith. 
That is not the case. How 
do we connect with mil-
lions of people who want 

to connect with India,” he 
added. Asked if this is then 
the right time to engage 
in talks, Mr Akhtar said, 
“I don’t have that kind of 
calibre”(to respond to this 
query)”. “People who are 
in power, who are holding 
that position, understand 
what is happening, what 
is the situation how to go 
about it. Pakistan Army, 
Pakistani people, Pakistani 

establishment are not on 
the same page,” he added. 
Asked if he believed a 
middle ground is needed 
for talks, he said, “People 
who run the country know 
better. My information 
is little. We in India have 
very limited information 
about Pak people. Same is 
the case with them”. In the 
video that has gone viral, 
Mr Akhtar is seen respond-

ing to someone in the au-
dience saying: “You have 
visited Pakistan so many 
times. When you go back 
do you tell your people 
that these are good peo-
ple. They aren’t just bomb-
ing us but also greeting us 
with garlands and love?” 
“We should not blame each 
other. It will solve nothing,” 
Mr Akhtar responded. “The 
atmosphere is tense, that 

should be doused. We are 
people from Mumbai, we 
have seen the attack on 
our city. They (attackers) 
did not come from Nor-
way or Egypt. They are still 
roaming free in your coun-
try. So if there is anger in 
the Hindustani’s heart, you 
can’t complain,” he added.
hey are still roaming free in 
your country. So if there is 
anger in the Hindustani’s 
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Baba’s Bulldozer Has 
Come Home To Roost
Don’t tell me you didn’t 
see it coming. Baba’s 
bulldozer may have been 
politically programmed 
to raze Muslim houses 
and shops, but it was a 
matter of time before it 
went rogue. The death 
of a mother and daugh-
ter during a demolition 
drive in Kanpur is the 
manifestation of a sick-
ness that the society has 
fed and nurtured, think-
ing the bulldozer will 
only turn on “Them, 
not Us”. 54-year-old 
Pramila Dikshit and 
her 22-year-old daugh-
ter Shiva died in a fire 
that broke out during a 
demolition drive, when 
a bulldozer was raz-
ing their home in Kan-
pur Dehat. The house 
was allegedly built on 
government land. The 
family said they were 
never given notice. In 
the imagination of the 
bulldozer cheerleaders, 
the machine was only 
meant to satisfy a col-
lective bloodlust and 
deep-rooted hatred for 
Muslims. It symbolised 
their “tough” leader’s 
(Yogi Adityanath’s) re-
solve to put Muslims in 
their place. You protest, 
we raze. You demand 
rights, we bulldoze. 
You ask questions, we 
let the bulldozer do the 
talking. Many “Me Too 
Tough” leaders in other 
parts of the country took 
their cue from Bull-
dozer Baba and showed 
they could do it too. 
The bulldozer, without 
fail, found Muslim ad-
dresses on the slightest 
of pretexts. The Baba’s 
fans cheered, and some 
TV anchors, in the 
name of ground report-
ing, jumped onto the 
bulldozers tearing down 
houses, livelihoods, and 
lives. The bulldozers 
were unleashed on any-
one the state deemed an 
accused, a gangster, ma-
fia, etc. From UP rallies 
to US parades, bulldoz-
ers were flaunted as a 
symbol of triumph and 
pride. The very bulldoz-
ing of justice was sold 
as “justice” and decisive 
action. A Chief Minis-
ter and his henchmen 
in the administration 
played judge, jury, and 
executioner with impu-
nity. Bulldozers became 
“do-gooders”. Those 
who raised questions 
were mocked. Saharan-
pur, Allahabad, Jahan-
girpuri and Khargone 
became examples and 
symbols of “justice” in 
Amrit Kaal. The ruler 
bulldozed the rule of 
law. Then the bulldozer 
went off script. Kanpur 
Dehat happened. Yogi 
Adityanath knows this 
time his bulldozer took 

a wrong turn. A Ra-
jput Chief Minister’s 
bulldozer on a poor 
Brahmin family is bad 
optics. He swung into 
action, formed a Spe-
cial Investigation Team, 
and ordered a magiste-
rial probe. Arrests were 
made and heads rolled. 
The Kanpur Dehat Sub 
Divisional Magistrate 
was transferred. When 
is the last time we saw 
such swift action over 
bulldozers tearing 
down lives? The Kan-
pur Dehat incident has 
stumped fans of Yogi’s 
bulldozer. They shed 
tears for the Dikshits 
and pinned the blame on 
“insensitive” babus and 
demanded action. The 
narrative quickly went 
from eulogizing “Baba 
Bulldozer” to diss-
ing “Bad Babus”. The 
double standards are 
monumental. How did it 
come to this? What gave 
these “Bad Babus” the 
impunity to train their 
bulldozers on the poor 
Dikshits of Kanpur? 
The obvious answer is 
that these officials were 
convinced they have 
political blessings; their 
actions over the last few 
years have only earned 
them rewards, praise 
and a back-up career in 
politics. Will the Kanpur 
Dehat incident trigger a 
rethink on the bulldozer 
policy? Will it make the 
bulldozer worshippers 
pause and think? Will 
it make Adityanath and 
others like him go back 
to the boring old ways 
of due process? Unlike-
ly. Let this be said. The 
bulldozer will remain a 
potent symbol of “les-
son taught” to Muslims. 
An incident or two will 
at best be mourned as 
collateral damage. Be-
lief in rule of law and 
due process is the only 
way to put the brakes 
on this obscenity. Belief 
that governance is best 
done by the book, not 
by bulldozer..The Kan-
pur Dehat incident has 
stumped fans of Yogi’s 
bulldozer. They shed 
tears for the Dikshits 
and pinned the blame on 
“insensitive” babus and 
demanded action. The 
narrative quickly went 
from eulogizing “Baba 
Bulldozer” to diss-
ing “Bad Babus”. The 
double standards are 
monumental. How did it 
come to this? What gave 
these “Bad Babus” the 
impunity to train their 
bulldozers on the poor 
Dikshits of Kanpur? 
The obvious answer is 
that these officials were 
convinced they have 
political blessings; their 
actions over the last few 
years have only.

How Maulana Azad Prevented A Congress Split Before Independence
Anti-colonial sentiments 
began to rise during 
Azad’s house arrest near 
Ranchi, which lasted 
more than three years. In-
dia had already seen two 
Home Rule League agita-
tions led by Bal Gangad-
har Tilak and Annie Be-
sant. Mahatma Gandhi 
had experimented with 
two mass movements in 
Champaran and Kheda 
in 1917-18. The British 
government had brought 
in the repressive Rowlatt 
Act, which led to a mass 
upsurge and ultimately 
culminated in the tragic 
massacre of the inno-
cent and peaceful crowd 
in Jallianwala Bagh on 
13 April 1919. Mahatma 
Gandhi had already ex-
tended his support to 
the Khilafat Movement 
with the intention of get-
ting more support for the 
anti-colonial struggle in 
the subcontinent. Azad 
was released during this 
period of significant po-
litical developments on 
27 December 1919, but 
he stayed in Ranchi until 
the beginning of Janu-
ary 1920. On his release, 
Azad had to decide be-
tween himself a secluded 
corner where he could 
read and write or throw-
ing his weight behind 
the freedom struggle. ‘It 
was a torrent in conso-
nance with my will and 
intent, a torrent in which 
I could hear the voice of 
heavens, calling a man to 
accept God’s will instead 
of his own.’ Ultimately, 
Azad upheld ‘God’s 
will’ and surrendered his 
own, thus making a sac-

rifice for the cause of the 
country. It was soon after 
his release from jail that 
Azad first met Gandhi 
on 18 January 1920. The 
meeting seemed to have 
had a profound impact 
on both men. Gandhi had 
tried meeting Azad in 
Ranchi while he was in-
terned there, but the gov-
ernment did not permit 
this. Azad entered the na-
tionalist struggle through 
the Khilafat agitation 
and was later closely in-
volved with most of the 
mass movements that 
we shall briefly discuss. 
Soon after coming out of 
exile, he presided over 
the Khilafat Commit-
tee meeting in Calcutta 
in February 1920, where 
he presented the pro-
gramme of non-coopera-
tion, which was adopted 
by the All-India Khilafat 
Committee four months 
before the Congress did. 
In a way, Azad was re-
sponsible, along with 
Mahatma Gandhi, for 
the adoption of the non-
cooperation programme, 
though the latter became 
the sole exponent and 
practitioner of the idea. 
It is pertinent here to re-
fer briefly to Maulana’s 
role as Congress presi-
dent twice - both occa-
sions were equally chal-
lenging. Maulana was 
released from prison on 
1 January 1923 after the 
Khilafat-Non-coopera-
tion protests but found 
the political climate in 
the country rather dis-
mal. The Congress party 
was on the verge of a 
split on the issue of coun-

cil entry, the two groups 
were ‘No-Changers’ and 
‘Pro-Changers’ and the 
senior Congress leader-
ship was divided on the 
issue. Azad was asked 
to chair the special ses-
sion of the Congress in 
Delhi on 15 December 
1923. This speaks vol-
umes about Azad’s stat-
ure, as he was accepted 
by all despite being just 
thirty-five-years old. He 
did succeed in reconcil-
ing the two Congress 
factions, thus prevent-
ing the catastrophic split. 
The second challenge 
came in 1940 when the 
Congress party decided 
to field Maulana Azad 
for the position of Con-
gress president, again in 
a very volatile political 
situation. Once Gandhi 
threw his weight behind 
Azad, there was hardly 
any contest. Azad polled 
1,841 votes against his 
rival M. N. Roy, who got 
only 181 votes. The Mus-
lim League and Jinnah 
had been vociferous in 

their demand for a sepa-
rate Muslim nation earli-
er that year, so Azad had 
a huge task ahead of him 
- he had to convince Jin-
nah that after living to-
gether for centuries, ‘We 
all are an indivisible na-
tion. No vision of separa-
tion from each other can 
ever fructify.’ Jinnah and 
the Muslim League saw 
Azad’s stance as a ma-
jor challenge to Muslim 
consolidation, which was 
a crucial factor in lobby-
ing for a separate state 
successfully. Jinnah’s 
hostility towards Azad 
was palpable: I refuse to 
discuss with you by cor-
respondence or otherwise 
as you have completely 
forfeited the confidence 
of Muslim India. Can-
not you realize that you 
are made a Muslim Show 
Boy Congress President? 
You represent neither 
Muslims nor Hindus. 
The Congress is a Hindu 
body. If you have self re-
spect resign at once. You 
have done your worst 

against the League so far. 
I know you have hope-
lessly failed. Give it up. 
Azad remained steadfast 
in his role as the president 
of the Congress during 
these turbulent political 
times, which finally led 
to the historic Quit In-
dia resolution during the 
AICC meeting in Bom-
bay during 7-9 August 
1942. Gandhi declared 
that the Quit India Move-
ment had to be based on 
non-violence, just as his 
previous movements had 
been. In a last bid to quell 
dissent, all senior leaders 
of the Congress were ar-
rested soon after this by 
colonial authorities, in-
cluding Maulana Azad, 
who was sent to the 
Ahmednagar Fort prison. 
Azad was released after 
three years in June 1945, 
during which he lost 
his wife. The Muslim 
League used this oppor-
tunity, when most of the 
Congress leaders were 
incarcerated, to commu-
nalize the polity to an 

irreversible degree. Jin-
nah’s hostility towards 
Azad was palpable: I re-
fuse to discuss with you 
by correspondence or 
otherwise as you have 
completely forfeited the 
confidence of Muslim 
India. Cannot you realize 
that you are made a Mus-
lim Show Boy Congress 
President? You repre-
sent neither Muslims nor 
Hindus. The Congress 
is a Hindu body. If you 
have self respect resign 
at once. You have done 
your worst against the 
League so far. I know 
you have hopelessly 
failed. Give it up. Azad 
remained steadfast in 
his role as the president 
of the Congress during 
these turbulent political 
times, which finally led 
to the historic Quit In-
dia resolution during the 
AICC meeting in Bom-
bay during 7-9 August 
1942. Gandhi declared 
that the Quit India Move-
ment had to be based on 
non-violence, just as his 
previous movements had 
been. In a last bid to quell 
dissent, all senior leaders 
of the Congress were ar-
rested soon after this by 
colonial authorities, in-
cluding Maulana Azad, 
who was sent to the 
Ahmednagar Fort prison. 
Azad was released after 
three years in June 1945, 
during which he lost 
his wife. The Muslim 
League used this oppor-
tunity, when most of the 
Congress leaders were 
incarcerated, to commu-
nalize the polity to an ir-
reversible degree.

Ukraine and Pakistan: Friends, enemies or frenemies?
Pakistan has report-
edly sent 10,000 rockets 
to Ukraine for its war 
against Russia, while it 
was seeking cheap en-
ergy supplies from Mos-
cow for itself. But don’t 
be surprised, this is just 
the tip of the iceberg. 
This has been going on 
for a while now. Ukraine 
– Pakistan Alliance: 
Pakistan and Ukraine’s 
defence ties started way 
back in 1991 shortly af-
ter the Soviet Union was 
dissolved and Ukraine 
got its own identity. 
From 1991 to 2020 the 
two nations have had 
arms deals worth $1.6Bn. 
Pakistan has purchased 
320 Ukrainian T-80UD’s 
which are main battle 
tanks and there is a fur-
ther deal worth $85.6 
million between the na-
tions to repair Pakistan’s 
T-80 tank fleet. “We ex-
pect greater solidarity of 
Pakistan for Ukraine. Big 
potential (for Pakistan-
Ukraine)” said Ukraine’s 
FM Dmytro Kuleba six 
months into the Ukraine-
Russia conflict. The two 
nations have shared in-
terests and count on each 
other for mutual gains. 
What Ukraine gains 
from Pakistan: Pakistan 
recently shipped 10,000 
rockets to Ukraine meant 
for use in Grad-multi 
barrel rocket launchers. 
Defence firms in East-
ern Europe are reaching 
out to Islamabad-based 
arms suppliers like DMI 
Associates. In January, a 
Karachi-based shipping 
firm named Project Ship-
ping sent 146 containers 
from Pakistan Ordnance 

Factories. Another ship-
ment of 50,000 defence 
supplies was also sent 
recently. × 122mm How-
itzer HE-D30 artillery 
being used by Ukrainian 
forces is produced in 
Pakistan. the regular us-
age of British-style steel 
boxes and the LIU-4 type 
fuzes were clear give-
aways of the Soviet-style 
122mm artillery made in 
Pakistan ordnance facto-
ries. Shipping Route: The 
shipments are being sent 
through two routes, es-
sentially. The shipments 
are sent via Karachi port 
in Pak’s Sindh province, 
first reaching Germany 
via the Emden port. From 
there the shipment enters 
Poland before finally 
reaching Ukraine. The 
other route is to enter Po-
land directly through the 
Gdansk port and then to 
Ukraine. What Pakistan 
gets from Ukraine in re-
turn: In return for its mil-
itary supplies, Pakistan is 
expected to receive some 
assistance to upgrade its 
Mi-17 helicopters from 
Ukraine. Pakistan’s aid 
to Ukraine is also being 
seen as a way of stand-
ing alongside the US 
and of course, Pakistan 
gains from the US in 
the process as well. Just 
to refresh your memory, 
Pakistan received a hefty 
maintenance package 
from the US worth 450 
million dollars for its F-
16s. Any deal with the 
US will clearly hamper 
any possible deals with 
Russia and Pakistan’s ne-
gotiations to get cheaper 
oil from Russia have not 
lead anywhere...so far. 

The India factor: Another 
bonding factor for the 
two nations is their sen-
timents towards India. 
Ukraine’s senior law-
maker Oleksandr Mer-
ezhko recently urged the 
U.S. to impose sanctions 
on India if it doesn’t stop 
buying Russian oil. Once 
bitten, twice shy – who 
would know better than 
the U.S. that India will 
not succumb to such 
threats so it dismissed 
Ukraine’s plea straight 
away saying India is its 
partner. Even In the past, 
Ukraine condemned In-
dia at the UNSC when 
India conducted nuclear 
tests in Pokhran in 1998. 
So, like a double agent in 

spy thrillers, Pakistan is 
avoiding taking sides in 
the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict and also attempting 
to purchase oil from Rus-
sia at discounted rates. 
Do you think Russia will 
provide discounted oil 
to Pakistan while Paki-
stan sends rockets to 
Ukraine to use against 
Russia? Pakistan has 
reportedly sent 10,000 
rockets to Ukraine for 
its war against Russia, 
while it was seeking 
cheap energy supplies 
from Moscow for itself. 
But don’t be surprised, 
this is just the tip of the 
iceberg. This has been 
going on for a while 
now. Ukraine – Pakistan 

Alliance: Pakistan and 
Ukraine’s defence ties 
started way back in 1991 
shortly after the Soviet 
Union was dissolved and 
Ukraine got its own iden-
tity. From 1991 to 2020 
the two nations have had 
arms deals worth $1.6Bn. 
Pakistan has purchased 
320 Ukrainian T-80UD’s 
which are main battle 
tanks and there is a fur-
ther deal worth $85.6 
million between the na-
tions to repair Pakistan’s 
T-80 tank fleet. “We ex-
pect greater solidarity of 
Pakistan for Ukraine. Big 
potential (for Pakistan-
Ukraine)” said Ukraine’s 
FM Dmytro Kuleba six 
months into the Ukraine-

Russia conflict. The two 
nations have shared in-
terests and count on each 
other for mutual gains. 
What Ukraine gains 
from Pakistan: Pakistan 
recently shipped 10,000 
rockets to Ukraine meant 
for use in Grad-multi 
barrel rocket launchers. 
Defence firms in Eastern 
Europe are reaching out 
to Islamabad-based arms 
suppliers like DMI Asso-
ciates. In January, a Ka-
rachi-based shipping firm 
named Project Shipping 
sent 146 containers from 
Pakistan Ordnance Facto-
ries. Another shipment of 
50,000 defence supplies 
was also sent recently. 
× 122mm Howitzer HE-
D30 artillery being used 
by Ukrainian forces is 
produced in Pakistan. the 
regular usage of British-
style steel boxes and the 
LIU-4 type fuzes were 
clear givepose sanctions 
on India if it doesn’t stop 
buying Russian oil. Once 
bitten, twice shy – who 
would know better than 
the U.S. that India will 
not succumb to such 
threats so it dismissed 
Ukraine’s plea straight 
away saying India is its 
partner. Even In the past, 
Ukraine condemned In-
dia at the UNSC when 
India conducted nuclear 
tests in Pokhran in 1998. 
So, like a double agent in 
spy thrillers, Pakistan is 
avoiding taking sides in 
the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict and also attempting 
to purchase oil from Rus-
sia at discounted rates. 
Do you think Russia will 
provide discounted oil to 
Pakistan while Pakistan 
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Biden in Ukraine: A perfect photo-op, but why now? Is it too little, too late?
US President Joe Biden 
made an unannounced 
visit to war-ravaged 
Ukraine on Monday 
(February 20) during 
his pre-planned trip to 
Poland. Ahead of the 
Russia-Ukriane war an-
niversary, Biden pledged 
further military assis-
tance to Ukraine, with 
Russia expected to dou-
ble down and forge ahead 
with the invasion. Ever 
since the war started on 
24 February 2022, sever-
al world leaders have vis-
ited the war-torn nation 
and extended support 
to Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky and 
millions of people who 
are impacted, but Biden’s 
visit is seen as the most 
significant one. Pictures 
and videos from ground 
zero showed Biden walk-
ing with Zelensky, who 
welcomed the US leader 
and hailed the visit. He 
said on Telegram in Eng-
lish, “Joseph Biden, wel-
come to Kyiv! Your visit 
is an extremely important 
sign of support for all 
Ukrainians.” Biden came 
to Ukraine with the an-
nouncement of another 
half-billion dollars in 
US assistance, which in-
cludes another delivery 
of critical equipment, in-
cluding artillery ammu-
nition, anti-armour sys-
tems, and air surveillance 
radars to help protect the 
Ukrainian people from 
aerial bombardments. 
This is not the first such 
announcement, as during 
the course of the war, the 
US sent multiple packag-
es of military aid, which 
includes infantry fighting 
vehicles and other ar-
moured vehicles to help 
Ukraine. But these sup-

plies are, in a way, help-
ing American defence 
companies, which will 
eventually make millions 
in profit. Besides that, as 
demanded by Kyiv, the 
US and other Western 
allies fell short of send-
ing fighter jets and long-
range missiles to hit Rus-
sia deep inside. European 
powers dilly-dallied on 
sending tanks to Ukraine. 
On one side, Russia is 
able to hit some of the 
main Ukrainian cities, but 
Kyiv, to some extent, has 
been crippled in the ab-
sence of long-range mis-
siles. And this pseudo-
help has been called out 
by several experts. When 
Biden visited the Ukrai-
nian capital, it looked 
normal as in the past 
few weeks, the fighting 
has concentrated in the 
country’s eastern front, 
with incessant attacks 
by cruise missiles and 
drones against military 
and civilian infrastruc-
ture. But will his visit 
guarantee such normal-
cy in the coming days? 
Analysts have speculated 
that Russia might accel-
erate its partially-halted 
invasion after the first 
war anniversary and the 
unannounced visit by 
Biden carries the risk of 
further angering Russia 
and bringing the two nu-
clear-armed nations into 
direct conflict. IN PICS 
| Russia-Ukraine war: 
From Joe Biden to Em-
manuel Macron - a look 
at significant war-time 
visitors How the world 
should see this visit? Ear-
lier, several experts from 
across the world weighed 
in on when Biden will 
visit the war-torn na-
tion when they spoke to 

media outlets. And now 
as he has finally visited 
Ukraine, people are ask-
ing, why now? And is it 
too little, too late? Per-
haps some of the answers 
lay in US domestic poli-
tics. Gun violence, racial 
tensions, the tussle over 
abortion rights, and the 
recent conundrum over 
unidentified flying ob-
jects: the US has quite 
a few burning issues on 
its plate but the war has 
emerged as a terrific op-
portunity for Biden to 
become the war-time 
president, with the appar-
ent persuasion of a direct 
conflict with Russia, in-
stead of backing diplo-
macy and opting to end 
the war with dialogue. 
The war and suffering 
of millions can also be 
a perfect PR opportu-
nity for the Democrats 
ahead of the presidential 
election in 2024. China, 
Iran and other interna-
tional factors The way 
the Ukraine war is esca-
lating, it appears Europe 
has been gradually drift-
ing into it and being in-
directly at war with Rus-
sia as several European 
countries have pledged 
to send battle tanks. Rus-
sia has already warned 
that such deliveries by 
the Western nations will 
be seen as a provoca-
tion. The West has raised 
concerns over the pos-
sibility that China, Iran, 
and North Korea might 
extend support to Russia 
and help with military 
assistance. US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken 
has warned that China 
was considering provid-
ing weapons including 
ammunition to Rus-
sia. If it happens, it will 

boost Russia’s strength. 
WATCH | Ukraine-Rus-
sia war reaches critical 
stage × Oil trade in non-
US currencies a threat 
Biden’s visit should also 
be seen as an attempt to 
showcase the US as the 
centre of military powers 
as well as global com-
merce. The rise of alter-
native power blocs across 
the world is not palatable 
to US hegemony. Nucle-
ar power and oil trade 
are some of the deciding 
factors when it comes to 
analysing a nation and its 
influence on the world. 
But in the past few de-
cades, there’s been a shift 
in the world order, with 
the US losing the power 
concentration, a situation 
exacerbated by the rise of 
China and the increasing 

assertion of Russia under 
President Vladimir Putin. 
In January, Saudi Ara-
bia, which is the world’s 
largest crude oil exporter, 
said it is open to discuss-
ing oil trade settlements 
in currencies other than 
the US dollar. In an in-
terview with Bloomberg 
TV at the Davos gather-
ing, Saudi Minister of 
Finance, Mohammed 
Al-Jadaan, weighed in 
on the possibility of oil 
trade in non-US cur-
rencies, which should a 
shocker for America. In-
creasingly, there’s talk of 
energy trade in the Chin-
ase yuan, Russian rouble 
and Indian rupee, as well 
as other currencies. This 
is a fundamental threat 
to the supremacy of the 
US dollar as the currency 

of global trade. Biden 
showcases a unified face 
of the Western alliance 
With this visit, Biden is 
also putting out a uni-
fied face to the tottering 
western alliance, as some 
European countries like 
Italy and Germany are 
weary of helping Zelen-
sky or footing the bill. 
And French President 
Emmanuel Macron con-
stantly drew criticism 
from some NATO al-
lies for delivering mixed 
messages regarding his 
policy on the war be-
tween Ukraine and Rus-
sia. Some have even con-
sidered Paris a weak link 
in the Western alliance. 
With the symbolism of 
Biden’s presence in Kyiv, 
the expectation is that the 
Western alliance will set-

tle differences and put up 
a unified front in assisting 
Ukraine in its resistance-
sia war reaches critical 
stage × Oil trade in non-
US currencies a threat 
Biden’s visit should also 
be seen as an attempt to 
showcase the US as the 
centre of military powers 
as well as global com-
merce. The rise of alter-
native power blocs across 
the world is not palatable 
to US hegemony. Nucle-
ar power and oil trade 
are some of the deciding 
factors when it comes to 
analysing a nation and its 
influence on the world. 
But in the past few de-
cades, there’s been a shift 
in the world order, with 
the US losing the power 
concentration, a situation 
exacerbated by the rise of 

China and the increasing 
assertion of Russia under 
President Vladimir Putin. 
In January, Saudi Ara-
bia, which is the world’s 
largest crude oil exporter, 
said it is open to discuss-
ing oil trade settlements 
in currencies other than 
the US dollar. In an in-
terview with Bloomberg 
TV at the Davos gather-
ing, Saudi Minister of 
Finance, Mohammed 
Al-Jadaan, weighed in 
on the possibility of oil 
trade in non-US cur-
rencies, which should a 
shocker for America. In-
creasingly, there’s talk of 
energy trade in the Chin-
ase yuan, Russian rouble 
and Indian rupee, as well 
as other currencies. This 
is a fundamental threat 
to the supremacy of the 
US dollar as the currency 
of global trade. Biden 
showcases a unified face 
of the Western alliance 
With this visit, Biden is 
also putting out a uni-
fied face to the tottering 
western alliance, as some 
European countries like 
Italy and Germany are 
weary of helping Zelen-
sky or footing the bill. 
And French President 
Emmanuel Macron con-
stantly drew criticism 
from some NATO al-
lies for delivering mixed 
messages regarding his 
policy on the war be-
tween Ukraine and Rus-
sia. Some have even con-
sidered Paris a weak link 
in the Western alliance. 
With the symbolism of 
Biden’s presence in Kyiv, 
the expectation is that 
the Western alliance will 
settle differences and put 
up a unified front in as-
sisting Ukraine in its re-
sistance.

Rishi Sunak Move Allows Criticism That 
He Has Failed First Hurdle

Britain’s new prime min-
ister notably promised “in-
tegrity, professionalism and 
accountability” at Downing 
Street. But with the (re)ap-
pointment of Suella Braver-
man as Home Secretary, 
Rishi Sunak has opened 
himself to the charge that he 
failed at the first hurdle. The 
Home Secretary is a dar-
ling of the party’s Brexiteer 
wing. The barrister daugh-
ter of immigrants, she shot 
up the ranks of the Tory par-
ty to become attorney gen-
eral under Boris Johnson. 
She is also a former chair 
of the European Research 
Group that doomed Theresa 
May’s Brexit deal and pre-
miership and helped elevate 
Johnson to prime minister. 
In her own leadership cam-
paign this summer, Braver-
man pledged to cut taxes 
and restore efficiency to 
government, suspend Brit-
ain’s net-zero 2050 target, 
end the jurisdiction of the 
European Court of Human 
Rights and deliver “Brexit 
opportunities.” At the Tory 
Party conference, she de-
scribed the prospect of see-
ing a front-page photograph 
of a flight deporting illegal 
immigrants as her “obses-
sion.” When that leader-
ship campaign fizzled, she 
backed Liz Truss’s and got 
rewarded with the Home 
Office. In that earlier stint, 
Braverman threatened to 
derail trade talks with India 
when she complained that 
Indians were the migrant 
group that most overstayed 
their visas. She denounced 
“Guardian-reading, tofu-
eating wokerati” as respon-
sible for disruption caused 
by protestors. A day later, 

she was forced to resign 
for sending a confidential 
ministerial document to an 
MP over her private email. 
There are conflicting ac-
counts of how serious this 
security breach was and 
whether Braverman’s apol-
ogy and resignation should 
draw a line under the affair. 
Unsurprisingly, Shadow 
Home Secretary Yvette 
Cooper has demanded a full 
investigation. More unusu-
ally, former Conservative 
Party Chair Jake Berry, who 
was sacked by Sunak, has 
publicly accused Braver-
man of “multiple breaches” 
of the ministerial code, 
significantly worse than 
the minor oversight that 
Braverman claims. Whether 
Berry is genuinely outraged 
at Braverman’s breach or 
just really unhappy that 
he’s been kicked out of the 
tent is unclear but perhaps 
beside the point. His inter-
vention keeps the issue live. 
Is an apology all it takes 
to hold a job in Sunak’s 
cabinet after a breach of 
the ministerial code? Ex-
pect Labour to keep that 
theme going. Braverman’s 

appointment speaks to Su-
nak’s desire to keep a noisy 
right-wing faction onside 
as he seeks to rebuild party 
unity and make some dif-
ficult economic decisions. 
But it increasingly looks 
like a lose-lose. In keeping 
her, he signs up to an il-
liberal immigration policy 
that undermines his broader 
economic vision and Brit-
ain’s global standing. In 
shuffling her out, he’d anger 
the right of his party and 
confirm suspicions that her 
appointment showed poor 
judgment. Truss reportedly 
wanted higher immigra-
tion numbers baked into 
growth forecasts to give 
the government more room 
for tax cuts, while Braver-
man wants to return to the 
Tories’ old pledge to reduce 
immigrant numbers to the 
“tens of thousands,” which 
was never realistic. Sunak is 
likely to clash with Braver-
man too. Though he took a 
tough line on immigration 
during the summer leader-
ship race and does not want 
limits lifted, he’s resisting 
setting targets. That leaves 
the party trapped in a pol-

icy that neither appeases 
anti-immigrant factions nor 
serves the economy. Despite 
a new points-based immi-
gration system, the Home 
Office is struggling to deal 
with backlogs, and spon-
sors are finding the process 
bureaucratic and expensive. 
Businesses have been lob-
bying hard for higher im-
migration numbers as Brit-
ain faces a major worker 
shortage. Hospitality, con-
struction and other indus-
tries say staffing shortages 
are costing them billions 
of pounds in lost business 
(which also means lost tax 
revenue for the Treasury). 
Immigration has distribu-
tional effects that can’t be 
ignored, but higher levels of 
migration would likely pro-
vide a modest boost to GDP 
growth; and immigrants 
bring fiscal benefits, paying 
in more to the Treasury than 
they receive in benefits. Of-
ten the bigger benefits come 
with the second generation, 
too. Yet although public 
attitudes toward immigra-
tion are more pragmatic 
and nuanced these days, 
the Tory view seems to be 
that nobody ever lost votes 
by promising to reduce the 
numbers. Still, the Home 
Office’s signature policy 
on that front - a scheme to 
deport asylum-seekers ar-
riving in boats to Rwanda 
- could prove an embarrass-
ment for Sunak. The policy 
has been subject to a num-
ber of legal challenges and 
is unlikely to have much 
impact on migrant num-
bers. Britain’s international 
standing won’t be helped 
either by Sunak threatening 
to withdraw.

Behind-The-Scenes Of Mamata 
vs BJP Over Sourav Ganguly

Didi is on Team Dada. 
Today, Mamata Baner-
jee, known as “Didi” on 
her home turf of Bengal, 
has said she appeals to 
the Prime Minister to ex-
ercise an intervention in 
support of Sourav Gan-
guly aka “Dada”. The is-
sue is this: Sourav Gan-
guly, 50, has been refused 
a second term as the boss 
of the super-powerful 
BCCI or Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India. 
Mamata Banerjee says 
“the pride of Bengal” be-
ing dropped is “a matter 
of shame.” Therefore, 
she says, Sourav Gan-
guly should be allowed 
to contest the election 
for International Cricket 
Council, the globe’s top 
governing body for the 
sport. In order to do that, 
Ganguly will have to be 
endorsed by the BCCI. 
After the falling out, un-
less Modi intervenes, as 
asked for by Mamata Ba-
nerjee, the BCCI is unlike 
to endorse him. Sports is 
just the cover. Dada has 
become the latest proxy 
battle between Mamata 
Banerjee’s Trinamool 
Congress and the BJP. 
Behind the scenes likes a 
juicy mix of cricket, fame 
and bare knuckles fight. 
The widespread belief 
is that Sourav Ganguly 
is being punished by the 
BJP because he spurned 
its overtures to sign up 
as its Chief Ministerial 

candidate for the Bengal 
election earlier this year. 
That election was won 
spectacularly by Mamata 
Banerjee. Both she and 
her party make the point 
that Sourav Ganguly was 
allowed a three-year ex-
tension as chief of BCCI 
by the Supreme Court 
- with that, his term 
would end on October 
23. The same extension 
was allowed to Jay Shah, 
BCCI treasurer and son 
of Home Minister Amit 
Shah. If Jay Shah can 
continue in office, Team 
Trinamool argues, why 
not Sourav Ganguly? The 
BCCI is currently pretty 
much run by the BJP with 
top posts of Secretary & 
IPL Chief belonging to 
close relatives of the 
party’s cabinet ministers. 
It’s a classic case of dy-
nasty privilege, or “pari-
varvaad”, said Derek O’ 
Brien, TMC parliamen-
tary party leader in Ra-
jya Sabha, speaking to 
me for this column. He 
said he echoed a poster 

he had shared on social 
media which was snarky 
about Shah and Arun 
Singh Dhumal, brother 
of Sports Minister An-
urag Thakur. Derek O’ 
Brien called Sourav Gan-
guly a cricket legend and 
said he has been unfairly 
treated by the BJP. Amit 
Shah, who has been the 
most senior BJP leader 
attacking the Trinamool, 
mainly on corruption 
charges,is now seeing 
retaliation from the Tri-
namool’s red-flagging of 
his son’s position in the 
BCCI. For this column, 
I spoke to a cross-section 
of BJP and Trinamool 
leaders who were unani-
mous that “things had 
soured between Ganguly 
and the BJP recently”. 
This is also apparent 
in the timeline as the 
BCCI, just a month ago, 
had approached the Su-
preme Court to allow its 
top functionaries includ-
ing Shah and Ganguly 
to continue for a second 
term without the manda-

tory cooling off period 
of three yearsthat is re-
quired. From that to re-
moving Sourav Ganguly 
is a large leap in a very 
short time. BJP leaders 
confirm that Amit Shah 
saw in Sourav Ganguly 
an icon in West Bengal 
to fight against Mamata 
Banerjee or just be a star 
campaigner for the BJP in 
the election this year. As 
talk was growing of his 
joining the BJP, Sourav 
Ganguly suffered a mild 
heart attack and was hos-
pitalised. Ashok Bhat-
tacharya, a senior CPI(M) 
leader who is a long-time 
Ganguly friend, had at 
the time stated that the 
BJP was pressuring Gan-
guly to join the party. 
The implication was 
clear - that the stress had 
made Dada very sick. On 
a recent trip to Kolkata, 
Amit Shah had dinner at 
Sourav Ganguly’s home 
with other BJP leaders. 
Sources close to Sourav 
Ganguly say that leaders 
from the BJP in Bengal 
tried to get him to con-
demn violence against 
BJP workers but he re-
fused to oblige, making 
it clear that he’s not in-
terested. The Amit Shah 
version of the BJP is 
not used to politi- c a l 
stonewalling and Sourav 
Ganguly’s refusal to get 
involved reportedly upset 
some leaders.
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Biden’s 4 am Flight Out Of Washington, 
10-Hour Train Ride To Ukraine

President Joe Biden did 
little to tip his hand about 
his unannounced visit to 
Kyiv, heading to church 
on Saturday afternoon 
and then taking his wife 
out to dinner at a cozy 
Washington restaurant. 
But by the pre-dawn 
hours Sunday, he was al-
ready aboard a US mili-
tary plane crossing the 
Atlantic, the first leg of 
an itinerary to the Ukrai-
nian capital carried out 
under cloak-and-dagger 
secrecy after months of 
meticulous planning by 
a close circle of advis-
ers. Americans woke 
up on a public holiday, 
Presidents’ Day, to clips 
of Biden in his trade-
mark aviator sunglasses 
strolling in the cold next 
to Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy as 
air raid sirens blared in 
the background. “Kyiv 
has captured a part of 
my heart,” he said stand-
ing alongside Zelens-

kiy while announcing 
$460 million in addi-
tional military aid. This 
account of how Biden 
slipped into a war zone 
is based on US officials 
who spoke on the record 
after the president had 
departed the capital city. 
His trip began with a 4 
a.m. departure from Joint 
Base Andrews outside 
Washington, continued 
through a 10-hour train-
ride from Poland into 
Ukraine, and culminated 
in his arrival Monday 
morning in Kyiv, where 
he stayed five hours. The 
war is at a pivotal stage, 
with a weariness setting 
in about the likelihood 
of a prolonged conflict 
that could put pressure 
on Ukraine to enter peace 
talks. Zelenskiy needed a 
shot in the arm and Biden 
came in person to pro-
vide that psychological 
boost two months after 
the Ukrainian leader’s 
own surprise visit to 

Washington in late De-
cember. It was during a 
huddle in the Oval Of-
fice on Friday that Biden 
made his final decision to 
go. Even inside his own 
White House and Pen-
tagon, very few people 
knew about it. Indeed, 
Biden decided that send-
ing the message that the 
US stayed committed 
to Ukraine was worth 
the risk of traveling to a 
country at war. The ques-
tion then turned to the 
delicate matter of when 
to tell the Russians. “For 
deconfliction purposes” 
the Kremlin was noti-

fied “some hours before” 
Biden’s departure, Na-
tional Security Adviser 
Jake Sullivan told report-
ers. No details were pro-
vided about how Russia 
took the news and there 
has been no formal re-
sponse to Biden’s pres-
ence in Ukraine. The trip 
will draw parallels with 
past presidential visits to 
war zones like Iraq or Af-
ghanistan, and yet it was 
potentially far more peril-
ous. Unlike those places, 
the US didn’t control air-
space or airports. For this 
reason, it was planned on 
a far smaller scale..

Kabul: Taliban has called 
on the international com-
munity to recognise the 
“Islamic Emirate” of 
Afghanistan, claiming 
that if recognised, the 
concerns and complaints 
of the world community 
will be addressed in a 
better way, Afghanistan-
based Tolo News report-
ed. “The Islamic Emirate 
will be paying more at-
tention to its responsibil-
ities and the complaints 
we have among ourselves 
or from other countries 
will be addressed in a 
good way. Because one 
side will feel itself re-
sponsible regarding the 
laws and regulation,” 
Afghan Taliban spokes-
man Zabiullah Mujahid 
said, as quoted by Tolo 
News. According to Mu-
jahid, if some powerful 
world countries prevent 
Afghanistan`s recogni-
tion, the rest of the world 
countries should not fol-
low them. This comes as 
the Taliban led Ministry 
of Economy said that the 
lack of recognition of the 
“Islamic Emirate” by the 

international community 
since last August has 
caused challenges in the 
country. “If the Islamic 
Emirate is recognized, 
the engagement of Af-
ghanistan with the inter-
national community will 
increase and this will 
cause stabilization in the 
region,” said Abdul Latif 
Nazari, Afghan deputy 
Minister of Economy 
under the caretaker Tali-
ban regime. Also Read: 

Budget 2023: India An-
nounces Rs 200 Cr aid 
for Afghanistan; Taliban 
Responds According 
to analysts, forming an 
inclusive government, 
countering terrorism, not 
allowing the use of Af-
ghan soil against other 
countries, and ensuring 
human rights, especial-
ly the rights of women 
and girls, will pave the 
ground for recognition of 
the Islamic Emirate.”To 

earn recognition, the Tal-
iban should refer to the 
people first. They should 
observe law, politics and 
governance. They should 
recognize the rights of 
the people,” said Sayed 
Jawad Sijadi, a political 
analyst, according to Tolo 
News. “They (Islamic 
Emirate) should reach an 
agreement with the inter-
national community and 
solve their problems via 
diplomatic ways,” said 

Torialai Zazai, another 
political analyst.  As Af-
ghanistan continues to 
face a humanitarian cri-
sis and grapples with the 
worst political turmoil, 
the European Union 
(EU) special envoy for 
Afghanistan Tomas Nik-
lasson, recently, said that 
they are not in favour 
of isolating Afghanistan 
but recognising the Tali-
ban regime is also not 
an option, Khaama Press 
reported. Taliban pro-
hibited co-education in 
universities, separating 
morning classes for girls 
and afternoon classes 
for boys. Recently, the 
group also banned sec-
ondary education for fe-
male students. Although 
this decision has been 
withdrawn, the schools 
are yet to be reopened. 
Niklasson also empha-
sised the importance of 
forming an inclusive ad-
ministration and defend-
ing the rights of the Af-
ghan people, including 
the rights of women and 
girls, as well as religious 
minorities.

Thousands Take to Street in Pakistan 
to Protest Female Suicide Bomber

Balochistan: Thousand 
of people came out to 
the streets in Pakistan`s 
Balochistan to protest 
against the arrest of Ma-
hal Baloch, who has been 
identified as a female 
suicide bomber, and the 
imposition of fabricated 
charges against her, ver-
nacular media The Balo-
chistan Post reported. 
Many protesters were 
seen holding placards 
calling for the immediate 
release of Mahal in Tur-
bat and an end to the use 
of false charges to sup-
press dissent, reported 
The Balochistan Post. 
Earlier, on Friday, Mahal 
Baloch was arrested in 
Quetta by the Counter-

Terrorism Department 
(CTD) and according to 
The Express Tribune, she 
was forced to support the 
Balochistan Liberation 
Front (BLF). According 
to details, Mahal Baloch 
was used by and forced 
to support BLF`s militant 
wing. She had been sepa-
rated from her children 
and turned into a suicide 
bomber in yet another 
case of Baloch mothers 
and sisters being used by 
terror outfits for nefari-
ous purposes, the report 
said. Also Read: Pakistan 
Defence Minister Kha-
waja Asif Acknowledges 
Country Has Already 
Gone Bankrupt The CTD 
recovered from her hand-

bag a suicide jacket with 
four to five kilos of ex-
plosive material attached 
to it. The Balochistan 
CTD spokesperson 
said the alleged suicide 
bomber was planning to 
attack important instal-
lations or security forces 
in Quetta, The Express 
Tribune reported. FIR 
No 09/2023 U/S 4-5 Exp, 
11F(1)(2)(6)-11I-11N-07 
ATA was lodged against 
the suspect at the CTD 
Police Station in Quetta. 
The accused was accord-
ingly produced before a 
court of law for physical 
custody. An investiga-
tion was launched to ar-
rest the remaining mem-
bers of the network and 
more raids were planned 
in other areas of Balo-
chistan. Baloch`s hus-
band, Bebegar Baloch 
alias Nadeem, belonged 
to the armed wing of BLF 
while her father, Muham-
mad Hussain, belongs to 
the central committee 
of the Baloch National 
Movement (BNM),

“Thought Earth Was Going To Split 
Open”: 6.3 Magnitude Quake Hits Turkey

North Korea Missile Tests Put Thousands 
In China, Japan At Radiation Risk

Tens of thousands of 
North Koreans and peo-
ple in South Korea, Ja-
pan and China could be 
exposed to radioactive 
materials spread through 
groundwater from an un-
derground nuclear test 
site, a Seoul-based hu-
man rights group said in a 
report on Tuesday. North 
Korea secretly conducted 
six tests of nuclear weap-
ons at the Punggye-ri site 
in the mountainous North 
Hamgyong Province be-
tween 2006 and 2017, 
according to the U.S. 
and South Korean gov-
ernments. The study by 
the Transitional Justice 
Working Group said ra-
dioactive materials could 
have spread across eight 
cities and counties near 
the site, where more than 
1 million North Koreans 
live, and where ground-
water is used in everyday 
lives including drinking. 
It also said that neigh-

bouring South Korea, 
China and Japan might 
be at risk due partly to 
agricultural and fisheries 
products smuggled from 
the North. The group, 
formed in 2014, worked 
with nuclear and medi-
cal experts and defectors 
and used open source 
intelligence and publicly 
available government 
and U.N. reports for the 
study, which was backed 
by the National Endow-
ment for Democracy, a 
non-profit corporation 
funded by the U.S. Con-
gress. “This report is sig-
nificant in showing that 
North Korea’s nuclear 
tests could threaten the 
right to life and health 
of not only the North 
Korean people, but also 
of those in South Korea 
and other neighbouring 
countries,” said Hubert 
Young-hwan Lee, the 
group’s chief and a co-
author. Telephone calls 

by Reuters to North Ko-
rea’s diplomatic mission 
to the United Nations in 
New York went unan-
swered. In 2015, South 
Korea’s food safety 
agency detected nine 
times the standard level 
of radioactive cesium 
isotopes in imported 
hedgehog mushrooms 
that had been sold as 
Chinese produce though 
their actual origin was 
North Korea. China and 
Japan have ramped up 
radiation monitoring and 
expressed concerns over 
potential exposure fol-

lowing the North’s previ-
ous nuclear tests but did 
not openly provide infor-
mation.
 on contaminated food. 
Many outside experts 
have raised concerns 
over potential health 
risks from contaminated 
water, but North Korea 
rejected such concerns, 
saying there were no 
leaks of harmful materi-
als following past nuclear 
tests, without providing 
evidence. When North 
Korea invited foreign 
journalists to witness the 
destruction of some tun-

Antakya, Turkey: An-
other earthquake struck 
the border region of Tur-
key and Syria on Mon-
day, just two weeks after 
the area was devastated 
by a larger quake that 
killed more than 47,000 
people and damaged 
or destroyed hundreds 
of thousands of homes. 
Monday’s quake, this 
time with a magnitude of 
6.4, was centred near the 
southern Turkish city of 
Antakya and was felt in 
Syria, Egypt and Leba-
non. It struck at a depth 

of 10 km (6.2 miles), 
the European Mediterra-
nean Seismological Cen-
tre (EMSC) said. Hatay 
Mayor Lutfu Savas told 
HaberTurk broadcaster 
that he had received re-
ports about some people 
stuck under rubble after 
the latest quake. Three 
people were killed and 
more than 200 injured, In-
terior Minister Suleyman 
Soylu said. In Saman-
dag, where the country’s 
Disaster and Emergency 
Management Authority 
AFAD reported one per-

son dead, residents said 
more buildings collapsed 
but most of the town had 
already fled after the ini-
tial earthquakes. Mounds 
of debris and discarded 
furniture lined the dark, 
abandoned streets. Muna 
Al Omar said she was in 
a tent in a park in central 
Antakya when the ground 
started heaving again. “I 
thought the earth was go-
ing to split open under 
my feet,” she said, crying 
as she held her 7-year-old 
son in her arms. Hours 
earlier, U.S. Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken 
said on a visit to Turkey 
that Washington would 
help “for as long as it 
takes” as rescue opera-
tions in the wake of the 
Feb. 6 earthquake and its 
aftershocks were winding 
down, and focus turned 
to toward urgent shelter 
and reconstruction work. 
The death count from 
the quakes two weeks 

ago rose to 41,156 in 
Turkey, AFAD said on 
Monday, and it was ex-
pected to climb further, 
with 385,000 apartments 
known to have been de-
stroyed or seriously dam-
aged and many people 
still missing. President 
Tayyip Erdogan said con-
struction work on nearly 
200,000 apartments in 11 
earthquake-hit provinces 
of Turkey would begin 
next month. Total U.S. 
humanitarian.
assistance to support the 
earthquake response in 
Turkey and Syria has 
reached $185 million, the 
U.S. State Department 
said. Among the survi-
vors of the earthquakes 
are about 356,000 preg-
nant women who urgent-
ly need access to health 
services, the U.N. sexual 
and reproductive health 
agency has said. They in-
clude 226,000 women in 
Turkey.

‘Sex Between Brother and Sister Okay?’: Pakistan’s 
COMSATS University Quiz Question Sparks Row

Islamabad-based COM-
SATS University has 
sparked a row after a 
question paper having a 
passage on sex between 
brother and sister went 
viral on social media. The 
passage asked students 
to write their opinion on 
whether it was a good or 
bad decision. The ques-
tion also asked students 

to share their personal 
opinion about the quiz. 
As soon as the question 
paper got uploaded on 
the social media site, it 
created a huge uproar as 
netizens criticised the 
university. The question 
paper has gone viral on 
social media. Follow-
ing the controversy, the 
university terminated the 

teacher who framed the 
contentious question. A 
letter from the Minister 
of Science and Technol-
ogy reads, “The Hon’ble 
Federal Minister of Sci-
ence and Technology has 
taken serious notice and 
shows his great concerns 
and grievance about the 
content of the quiz of 
English subject of Bach-

elors of Engineering of 
COMSATS University 
Islamabad (CUI). The 
quiz was conducted on 
the 4th/5th of December, 
2022. The content of the 
quiz is highly objection-
able and totally against 
the curriculum laws of 
the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan and caused un-
rest among the families 
of the students.” The 
Ministry had then direct-
ed the university to take 
strict action against the 
responsible quarters and 
conduct an inquiry into 
the highly objectionable 
contents. The university 
has informed the ministry 
that the Lecturer (visiting 
faculty) was terminated 
with effect from January 
5, 2023, and was black-
listed from the univer-
sity. The netizens reacted 
sharply to the content and 
slammed the university 
for overlooking the ques-
tion paper. 

Taliban Urges Countries to Recognise Afghanistan
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Coinbase Considering Appeal as 
Netherlands Hits Crypto 

Coinbase has been fined 
$3.5 million (roughly Rs. 
30 crore) in the Nether-
lands. The Dutch central 
bank has served the cryp-
to exchange with a legal 
notice for offering crypto 
services in Netherlands 
without completing the 
required procedures, in-
cluding registration. In 
May 2020, the Nether-
lands mandated crypto-
related companies to 
register as official money 
transmitters. The coun-
try is aiming to curb the 
misuse of cryptocurren-
cies for money launder-

ing. The fine levied on 
Coinbase by De Neder-
landsche Bank (DNB) 
is a notch higher than 
the base amount of $2 
million (roughly Rs. 16 
crore) that can be issued 
under the law. As per a 
Bitcoin.com report, the 
penalty amount has been 
decided based on the 
“severity and degree of 
culpability of the non-
compliance”. The Dutch 
central bank has claimed 
that Coinbase was op-
erational in the country 
without a registration 
for nearly two years, be-

tween November 2020 
and August 2022. Ama-
zon Could Be Gearing 
Up to Enter NFT Space 
Around April: Report 
In this period, the bank 
claims, Coinbase was not 
able to report details on 
suspicious transactions 
to the authorities. Ne-
farious actors could have 
exploited this window to 
facilitate illicit cross bor-
der payments that could 
have gone undetected. 
The crypto exchange can 
raise an appeal against 
the DNB decision till 
March. The report further 

states that the exchange 
said it disagrees with the 
decision and is consider-
ing an appeal. Visa CEO 
Al Kelly Backs Stable-
coins, CBDCs Days 
Before Stepping Down 
Coinbase obtained an 
operational registration 
in Netherlands last Sep-
tember. In December, 
Coinbase said it recorded 
a 66 percent increase in 
requests that it received 
from law enforcement 
agencies throughout the 
year. These requests from 
Netherlands rose by 163 
percent, Coinbase had 
said at the time. Analytics 
firm Triple-A estimates 
that Netherlands housed 
over 520,000 crypto 
holders as of 2021. Amid 
the growing number of 
crypto investors, the na-
tion is taking a strict ap-
proach towards enforcing 
the Anti-Money Laun-
dering and Anti-Terrorist 
Financing Act. Coinbase 
rival Binance also faced 
a similar fine situation 
in Netherlands over the 
same reasons last year.

Gmail admins will now be able to disable 
spam filters, hide warning banners

Google announced that 
it is rolling out a new 
feature in Gmail, which 
will allow admins to dis-
able spam filters and hide 
warning banners for all 
users or for “a specific al-
lowlist of senders”. “You 
may consider turning 
off these warnings when 
conducting anti-phishing 
training with your end 
users,” the tech giant said 
in a workspace updates 
blogpost. Also Read - 
Google India sacks 400 
employees from various 
operations Gmail admins 
can now disable spam 
filters The new options 
provide more flexibility 
around the visibility of 
the warnings across ad-
mins’ organisation how-
ever they choose to con-
figure them. Also Read 
- Indian-American Neal 
Mohan is new YouTube 
CEO: All you need to 
know about him More-
over, warning banners 
can be turned on or off 
at the domain and OU 
level, the company said. 
Also Read - Google adds 
new features to Chrome 

on Android gmail Image: 
Google Meanwhile, in 
December last year, the 
tech giant had launched a 
beta of its client-side en-
cryption for Gmail on the 
web, which would ensure 
sensitive data in email 
bodies, and keep attach-
ments unreadable even to 
Google servers. “Google 
Workspace already uses 
the latest cryptographic 
standards to encrypt all 
data at rest and in transit 
between our facilities. 
Client-side encryption 
helps strengthen the con-

fidentiality of your data 
while helping to address 
a broad range of data 
sovereignty and compli-
ance needs,” the com-
pany said. The blogpost 
further reveals that for 
admins, warning ban-
ners can be turned on or 
off at the domain and OU 
level. The end users will 
not get this access, “your 
admin configuration will 
determine whether you 
see spam warning ban-
ners in Gmail”. For the 
unversed, it was recent-
ly reported that Google 

plans to discontinue a 
pilot programme that let 
some political campaign 
emails bypass spam fil-
ters in Gmail. Addition-
ally, Gmail’s filtering 
methods “apply equally” 
to every sender whether 
or not there’s a politi-
cal connection. With this 
programme, candidates, 
political party commit-
tees, and leadership po-
litical action commit-
tees are exempt from 
Google’s spam detection 
systems.

OnePlus 11 launched with LTPO 3.0 
display, Hasselblad cameras

OnePlus on Wednesday 
launched the OnePlus 
11 in China. The device 
comes with a new design 
on the back having a cir-
cular camera island. It 
has a new chip, the Snap-
dragon 8 Gen 2, and it 
features 100W fast charg-
ing. Also Read - OnePlus 
Buds Pro 2 with 39 hours 
of battery life launched: 
Price, specifications The 
OnePlus 11 comes in 
the premium segment 
roughly priced under Rs 
60,000. Also Read - One-
Plus 10 series, OnePlus 8 
and more are compatible 

for 5G network in India 
OnePlus 11 price, colors, 
availability The OneP-
lus 11 is priced at CNY 
3,999 (Rs 48,100) for the 
12GB + 256GB variant. 
It costs CNY 4,399 (Rs 
52,900) for the 16GB + 
256GB variant and CNY 
4899 (Rs 58,900) for the 
16GB + 512GB variant. 
Also Read - OnePlus 11 
to launch today: How to 
watch the live stream, 
what to expect Now that 
the China launch is done, 
OnePlus will focus on the 
global markets including 
India. The India launch 

is scheduled for Febru-
ary 7 at 7:30 PM. OneP-
lus 11 specifications The 
OnePlus 11 comes with a 
6.7-inch punch-hole dis-
play with a Quad-HD+ 
resolution of 3216 x 
1440 pixels. It is a Sam-
sung E4 AMOLED panel 
with LTPO 3.0 support. It 
has up to 120Hz refresh 
rate, 10-bit color depth, 
and Dolby Vision certi-
fication. It has Corning 
Gorilla Glass protection, 
1300 nits of peak bright-
ness, and 525 PPI pixel 
density. The device has 
an in-display fingerprint 
scanner offering added 
security. As for the cam-
eras, the device has a 
triple rear camera sys-
tem branded by Hassel-
blad. This time around, 
OnePlus has gone with a 
circular camera island as 
opposed to the squarish 
camera island.

Indian govt warns against fake websites, 
mobile apps offering passport services

People looking for pass-
port related services 
should not fall prey to 
fake websites or mobile 
applications targeting 
people online, the gov-
ernment warned on Mon-

day. Also Read - Google 
releases Privacy Sand-
box Beta on Android 13 
devices for ad-tracking It 
has come to the notice of 
the authorities that many 
fraudulent websites and 

mobile applications are 
collecting data from ap-
plicants and also levying 
additional hefty charges, 
a government alert said. 
Also Read - Android 14 
may feature new set-

tings for region-specific 
preferences: Check de-
tails Govt warns against 
fake websites providing 
passport services “It has 
come to the notice of 
the Ministry that many 
fraudulent websites and 
mobile applications are 
collecting data from ap-
plicants and also levying 
additional hefty charges 
for filling up the online 
application form and 
scheduling appointments 
for passport and related 
services. Some of these 
fake website are regis-
tered in the domain name 
*.org, *.in, *.com such 
as www.indiapassport.
org, www.online-pass-
portindia.com, www.
passportindiaportal.in, 
www.passport-india.in, 
www.passport-seva.in, 
www.applypassport.org 
and many other similar 
looking websites,” said 

the alert on fake websites 
related to passport ser-
vices. Also Read - What-
sApp is soon expected 
to let users pin messages 
within chats, group “It is 
therefore advised to all 
citizens applying for In-
dian passport and related 
services that they should 
not visit the above men-
tioned fraudulent web-
sites or make payment re-
lated to passport services. 
The official website of 
the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of 
India, for Passport ser-
vices is www.passportin-
dia.gov.in,” said the alert. 
Alternatively, applicants 
may also use the official 
mobile app mPassport 
Seva which can be down-
loaded from Android and 
iOS application store, 
said the alert.

Apple’s first-generation iPhone from 
2007 sells for Rs 52 lakh at auction

A first-generation iPhone 
has sold for a record-
breaking price of $63,356 
(approx Rs 52,00,000) at 
an auction, the highest 
sale ever recorded for an 
original 2007 iPhone. As 
per IANS, a cosmetic tat-
too artist in the US named 
Karen Green received 
the 8GB smartphone as 
a congratulations gift 
for starting a new job 
in 2007. This was the 
first iPhone, featuring a 
3.5-inch display and a 
2-megapixel camera, re-
tailing for $599, a far cry 
from the best iPhone of 
today with its 6.7-inch 
display and a 48-mega-

pixel camera. Also Read 
- Apple iPhone 15 Pro 
may come with USB-
C Port, curved design, 
thinner bezels and more 
Originally released as 
an AT&T exclusive (an 
American multination-
al telecommunications 
holding company), the 
iPhone did not work 
with any other carriers 
at launch. Green chose 
to keep the first-gener-
ation iPhone sealed in 
order to avoid losing her 
Verizon (an American 
multinational telecom-
munications company) 
phone lines. Also Read 
- iPhone 15, iPhone 15 

Plus may come with a 
redesigned camera bump 
Fast forward 16 years 
and her decision to stay 
with Verizon has paid off 
handsomely, the report 
mentioned. The cost of 
original iPhones has ris-
en dramatically in recent 
years, with prices reach-
ing as high as $39,000 
last year for a sealed 
first-generation iPhone, it 
added. Also Read - Apple 
iPhone 15 Pro Max to 
feature 2,500 nits display 
panel from Samsung: Re-
port Meanwhile, Apple 
has released its new de-
veloper beta, iOS 16.4,.
which includes expanded 
emoji support, keyboard 
updates for certain lan-
guages, and much more. 
“Beginning with iOS & 
iPadOS 16.4 beta, mem-
bers of the Apple Devel-
oper Program will see 
a new option to enable 
developer betas directly 
from Software Update 
in Settings,” the tech gi-
ant said in the release 

BTC, ETH Record Minor Price Spikes, Most 
Altcoins Register Significant Profits

he crypto price charts 
reflected profits next to 
most cryptocurrencies 
on Tuesday, February 
21. Bitcoin grew by 2.09 
percent to trade at the 
price point of $24,920 
(roughly Rs. 20 lakh). 
The oldest, most expen-
sive cryptocurrency fol-
lowed a similar trajectory 
on international exchang-
es such as Binance and 
CoinMarketCap to trade 
at the same price point. 
In the last 24 hours, the 
value of Bitcoin has ris-
en by $664 (roughly Rs. 
54,950) and experts pre-
dict its next resistance is 
likely to be at $31,000 
(roughly Rs. 25.6 lakh). 
Ether tailed behind Bit-
coin on the gain trail. 
With a small gain of 1.14 
percent, ETH took its val-
ue to $1,703 (roughly Rs. 
14 lakh), as per Gadgets 
360’s crypto price track-
er. Stablecoins Tether, 
USD Coin, Ripple, and 

Binance USD recorded 
gains. EU’s Pending 
Banking Law Calls for 
Fast-Track Crypto Capi-
tal Rules for Banks They 
were joined by other pop-
ular altcoins such as Car-
dano, Solana, Polkadot, 
Avalanche, and Uniswap 
on the profit-making side 
of the price chart. Doge-
coin and Shiba Inu, both 
the memecoins reeled-in 
gains. As per CoinMar-
ketCap, the global crypto 
market valuation rose by 
1.03 percent in the last 24 
hours. At the time of writ-
ing, the crypto market 
cap stood at $1.13 trillion 
(roughly Rs. 93,42,500 
crore). Sony, Astar Net-
work Partner to Launch 
Web3 Incubation Initia-
tive: Details Among loss-
making cryptocurrencies, 
Binance Coin, Polygon, 
Litecoin, Tron, LEO, and 
Monero marked their 
presence. Circuits of Val-
ue, Flex, Husky, Kishu 

Inu, and Doge Killer also 
settled with price slips. In 
recent times, the outlook 
towards cryptocurren-
cies as a quick money-
making instrument has 
drastically changed for 
the better, Edul Patel, the 
CEO and co-founder of 
crypto investment firm 
Mudrex tod Gadgets 360 

in an exclusive interac-
tion. “Cryptocurrencies 
are no longer being seen 
like a lottery ticket. In-
stead, investors have be-
gun seeing crypto assets 
as long-term investment 
tools. Instead of purchas-
ing crypto assets in bulk, 
individual as well as in-
stitutional investors have 

regularised their pur-
chases and broken them 
up into smaller sizes. The 
global level regulations 
around crypto that India 
is working on along with 
other G20 nations, could 
benefit the overall indus-
try-consumer relation 
for the long run, even if 
it looks like a time-con-
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B V R Subrahmanyam Appointed as new Niti 
Aayog CEO, Replacing Parameswaran lyer

New Delhi: Former IAS 
officer B V R Subrah-
manyam was on Monday 
appointed as the Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) 
of Niti Aayog replac-
ing Parameswaran lyer, 
who has been named as 
the Executive Director 
of World Bank. Subrah-
manyam, a 1987-batch 
Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) officer of 

Chhattisgarh cadre, was 
last year appointed as 
chairman and manag-
ing director, India Trade 
Promotion Organisation 
(ITPO) on contract basis 
for a period of two years 
after his superannuation 
on September 30. | Mark 
Zuckerberg’s Old Reac-
tion Video of Getting Ac-
cepted to Harvard Goes 
Viral The Appointments 

Committee of the Cabi-
net has approved Subrah-
manyam’s appointment 
for a period of two years 
from the date of assump-
tion of the charge of the 
post, a Personnel Minis-
try order said. Iyer, who 
was working as Niti 
Aayog CEO, has been 
appointed as Executive 
Director, World Bank 
headquarters, Washing-

ton DC, USA for a tenure 
of three years, it said.  | 
Twitter User Takes 
Swipe on Meta Copying 
Twitter-Like Paid Model, 
Musk Reacts He will be 
replacing Rajesh Khullar, 
a 1988-batch IAS officer, 
who has been repatriated 
to his cadre state Hary-
ana, the order said. Iyer 
was on June 24, 2022, 
appointed as Niti Aayog 
CEO for a period of two 
years. In another order, 
Rajesh Rai has been ap-
pointed as Chairman and 
Managing Director of ITI 
Limited -- a public sector 
undertaking -- for a peri-
od of five years. Rai is at 
present General Manag-
er, Mahanagar Telephone 
Nigam Limited (MTNL).

Wipro Offering Freshers Lower Pay 
--Check How Much Company Wants to Pay

Bengaluru: At a time 
when the job market 
is hit by rising layoffs, 
Wipro has written to 
fresh recruits who have 
been offered Rs 6.5 lakh 
per annum, asking if they 
would be able to work 
for Rs 3.5 lakh per an-
num. The move has come 
from Wipro following 
delays in onboarding 
2022 batch of graduates. 
Candidates who come 
within the bracket of Rs 
6.5 lakh per annum, wait-
ing to be on-boarded, re-
ceived an email from the 
management of Wipro 
on February 16, asking 
them whether they would 
work for lesser pay, tell-
ing them to respond by 
February 20, according 
to sources. “Like oth-

ers in our industry, we 
continue to assess global 
economies and customer 
needs, which factor into 
our hiring plans. We ap-
preciate your commit-
ment and patience as we 
try to identify joining op-
portunities for you. Cur-
rently, we have certain 

project engineer roles 
available for recruitment 
with an annual compen-
sation of Rs 3.5 lakh. We 
would like to offer all 
our velocity graduates in 
the FY2023 batch an op-
portunity to opt for these 
roles,” the email read. 
The email added, “If you 

choose to accept this of-
fer, all previous offers 
will stand void. We en-
courage you to grab this 
opportunity as it is time-
bound.” Sources also 
said that if a candidate 
chooses not to accept the 
offer with lesser pay.

Vedanta’s Debt-Cut Plan At Risk As India 
Opposes $3 Billion Asset Sale

Vedanta Resources’ ef-
forts to manage its debt 
load were dealt a blow 
after the government op-
posed the mining con-
glomerate’s proposed 
$2.98 billion deal to 
move certain zinc assets 
from its flagship compa-
ny to another in which it 
is a majority shareholder. 
The government opposed 
Hindustan Zinc Ltd, in 
which it holds a near 30% 
stake, buying the Africa-
based assets from Ve-
danta Ltd, its top share-
holder with a near-65% 
stake, as it was a “related 
party transaction”. “We 

always believe in and op-
erate in perfect manners 
of corporate governance, 
so (there is) no deviation 
on that count,” Hindustan 
Zinc Chief Executive 
Arun Misra told CNBC-
TV18. The company and 
Vedanta Ltd did not re-
spond to Reuters’ request 
for comment. The devel-
opment comes a week 
after Vedanta Resources 
said it had slashed net 
debt by $2 billion in the 
last 11 months, to $7.7 
billion, seeking to al-
lay concerns days S&P 
Global Ratings raised 
doubts about the billion-

aire Anil Agarwal-owned 
group’s financial health. 
S&P Global had said the 
group’s ability to meet 
its financial obligations 
beyond September would 
depend on a planned $2 
billion fundraise as well 
as the proposed sale of 
THL Zinc Ltd, a Vedanta 
Ltd unit that holds zinc 
assets in Africa. That 
deal, announced on Jan. 
19, is now in doubt after 
the government-nominat-
ed directors on Hindustan 
Zinc’s board opposed the 
acquisition and said in 
a letter they would op-
pose further resolutions. 

However, the Ministry 
of Mines, in its letter, 
urged Hindustan Zinc to 
“explore other cashless 
methods” for the deal. 
The government is look-
ing to sell its entire stake 
in Hindustan Zinc as part 
of its efforts to replenish 
state coffers. Foxconn-
Vedanta to Open India’s 
First Semiconductor Fa-
cility in Dholera Fox-
conn-Vedanta to Open 
India’s First Semicon-
ductor Facility in Dhol-
era Reduced Net Debt 
By $2 Billion In Fiscal 
2023: Vedanta Resources 
Reduced Net Debt By $2 

Billion In Fiscal 2023: 
Vedanta Resources Ve-
danta’s Semiconductor 
Unit in Gujarat to Be 
Headed by David Reed; 
to Manufacture Chips 
for Phones, Laptops Ve-
danta’s Semiconductor 
Unit in Gujarat to Be 
Headed by David Reed; 
to Manufacture Chips 
for Phones, Laptops The 
deal, analysts have said, 
is unfavourable to Hin-
dustan Zinc’s minority 
shareholders, who have 
to sign off any board de-
cision on related party 
deals in a meeting that 
Hindustan Zinc has to 
call within three months 
of announcing the deal. 
Hindustan Zinc said in an 
exchange filing it had not 
yet called for the meeting 
but its board would con-
sider the government’s 
position. While miner 
Vedanta Ltd, has been 
hit by a fall in commod-
ity prices, Vedanta Re-
sources is betting growth 
will be bolstered by its 
associate firms’ invest-
ment in areas like semi-
conductors, display glass, 
renewables, optical fibre, 
and transmission. Hindu-
stan Zinc’s shares have 
lost nearly 14.5% since 
the deal was announced a 
month ago, while Vedan-
ta Ltd’d shares have lost 
about 5%. Both stocks 
were little changed on the 
day.

Foreign Exchange Reserves Rise To 
Near 6-Month High Of $573.7 Billion

Mumbai:  India’s foreign 
exchange reserves rose 
to a near six-month high 
of $573.7 billion in the 
week through Jan. 20, the 
Reserve Bank of India’s 
(RBI) statistical supple-
ment showed on Friday. 
This is the second con-
secutive week that the 
country’s reserves have 
risen. In the week to Jan. 
13, the reserves stood at 
$572 billion. The RBI has 
intervened to buy dol-
lars as the Indian rupee 
has stabilised, accord-
ing to forex market par-
ticipants. This, coupled 

with valuation changes, 
adds to the central bank’s 
forex reserves. The rupee 
appreciated 0.3% against 
the dollar in the week to 
Jan. 20, its second con-
secutive weekly rise, 
and traded in a range 
of 81.0675 to 81.8925. 
PauseUnmute Fullscreen 
Separately, the central 
bank’s forward dollar 
holdings jumped in No-
vember, according to 
data released earlier this 
month. The RBI’s net 
forward dollar holdings 
stood at $8.49 billion as 
of end-November, com-

pared with $241 million 
as of end-October. Pak 
Currency Plunges To 
262 Against Dollar Amid 
IMF Aid Uncertainty 
Pak Currency Plunges 
To 262 Against Dol-
lar Amid IMF Aid Un-
certainty Tata Motors’s 
Stock Jumps Over 8% 
After Earnings Declara-
tion Tata Motors’s Stock 
Jumps Over 8% After 
Earnings Declaration 
“Remarkable Progress”: 
Air India CEO As Tata-
Takeover Completes One 
Year “Remarkable Prog-
ress.

West Bengal DA Hike: Employees Stick 
to Hold a 48-Hour Strike From Monday

New Delhi: West Bengal 
government employees of 
different departments stuck 
to their decision to hold a 
48-hour strike from Mon-
day for DA parity with the 
central government, ignor-
ing government warning of 
action against them. They 
are also demanding cor-
ruption free appointment. 
State government employ-
ees organisations, like the 
‘Sangrami Joutha Mancha’ 
(United Struggle Platform), 
joined the cease work in 
different departments in 
the Writers’ Buildings, 
New Secretariat, in courts, 
schools and other educa-
tional institutions in the city 
as well as in Siuri, Birbhum, 
Medinipur, Nadia, Malda, 
Murshidabad, Howrah, 
Hooghly and other districts. 
“We are sticking to our de-
cision on the ceasework 
for regularisation of dear-
ness allowance and corrup-

tion free appointments. We 
are shocked with the state 
government’s decision of 
a three per cent hike in the 
DA. We will continue with 
our agitation,” said a protes-
tor at the food and supplies 
department here. The state 
government has issued an 
order stating that employ-
ees who stays away from 
work on these two days will 
have to face action. “The 
protestors will lose salary 
and this pen down will be 
treated as break in service. 

We will issue show cause 
and initiate disciplinary ac-
tion if they fail to furnish 
satisfactory explanation for 
their absence from office,” 
said an official at the state 
secretariat ‘Nabanna’. The 
state government on Febru-
ary 15 announced pay hike 
of three per cent additional 
DA to its employees in the 
2023-24 budget at the as-
sembly. “We cannot accept 
this hike. We are not beg-
gars.

New Delhi: Adani group 
firm Adani Ports & SEZ 
paid ₹ 1,500 crore loan 
and promised to repay 
more as the embattled 
conglomerate mapped a 
comeback strategy after 
a sellout triggered by a 
damning report by US-
based Hindenburg Re-
search. Adani Ports and 
SEZ paid SBI Mutual 
Funds’ due amount of 
₹ 1,500 crore on Mon-
day and will also pay 

another ₹ 1,000 crore 
of commercial papers 
due in March (as per 
the payment scheme), a 
company spokesperson 
said. “This part prepay-
ment is from the existing 
cash balance and funds 
generated from the busi-
ness operations,” the 
spokesperson said. “This 
underscores the confi-
dence which the market 
has placed on the pru-
dent capital and liquidity 

management plan for the 
group.” The apple-to-
airport conglomerate is 
hoping to claw back the 
narrative with payback 
and calm jittery inves-
tors and lenders who 
were spooked by allega-
tions of accounting fraud 
and stock manipulations. 
Adani group has denied 
all the allegations. The 
firm has already brought 
in Kekst CNC as a global 
communications advisor 
to help change the narra-
tive building in interna-
tional media. It has also 
engaged American law 
firm Wachtell, Lipton, 
Rosen and Katz to fight 
back against the short 
seller’s allegations. Adani 
group’s gross debt stood 
at ₹ 2.26 lakh crore as of 
September 2022 and had 
cash of ₹ 31,646 crore. 
Adani group has been on 

an overdrive to address 
investor concerns around 
debt. It has called off a 
plan to acquire a coal 
plant of DB Power for 
over ₹ 7,000 crore and 
is drawing up a roadmap 
detailing the repayment 
schedule of existing debt. 
ALSO READ Adani 
Ports To Prepay Rs 1,000 
Crore In Commercial Pa-
pers Maturing In March 
Adani Ports To Prepay 
₹ 1,000 Crore In Com-
mercial Papers Maturing 
In March Rupee Gains 10 
Paise To Close At 82.72 
Against US Dollar Ru-
pee Gains 10 Paise To 
Close At 82.72 Against 
US Dollar Sensex Gains 
165.9 Points In Early 
Trade, Nifty Rises To 
17,979.45 Sensex Gains 
165.9 Points In Early 
Trade, Nifty Rises To 
17,979.45 APSEZ on 

February 8 said it will re-
pay ₹ 5,000 crore debt in 
year financial year start-
ing April and the group 
would also repay a USD 
500 million bridge loan 
due next month. Earlier 
this month, French oil 
major TotalEnergies said 
it would wait for the re-
sult of an independent 
audit before proceeding 
with investing in Adani 
Group’s USD 50 bil-
lion plans to make green 
hydrogen. According 
to Bernstein Research, 
Adani Green is capable 
of paying off all its debt 
of ₹ 22,000 crore due in 
the financial year end-
ing in March 2025, if it 
divests some renewable 
energy assets, seeks fresh 
equity capital from exist-
ing investors, or cancels 
some planned projects 
and avoids bidding for 

Adani Group Firm Repays Rs1,500 Crore In Comeback Strategy
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La Liga: FC Barcelona go Eight Points Clear 
of Real Madrid with 2-0 win Against Cadiz

Robert Lewandowski and 
Sergio Roberto scored for 
FC Barcelona against Ca-
diz to get their side three 
vital points. Barcelona 
are now 8 points clear 
of rivals Real Madrid. 
Barca were struggling to 
break down a tough Ca-
diz defense until the 43rd 
minute when Ferran Tor-
res crossed for Lewan-
dowski to head toward 
the goal. The striker`s 
header was blocked, but 
Roberto was on hand to 

score from close range. 
(READ: Lionel Messi, 
Kylian Mbappe Star 
in PSG’s 4-3 win over 
Lille, WATCH) Lewan-
dowski doubled Barca`s 
lead two minutes later 
when he worked space 
to fire home a powerful 
left shot on the verge of 
halftime. Real Madrid 
won 2-0 away to Osa-
suna thanks to late goals 
from Fede Valverde and 
Marco Asensio on Sat-
urday night. Valverde ar-

rived from deep to open 
the scoring in the 78th 
minute after being set 
up by Vinicius Jr. Vini-
cius had a goal ruled 
out in the 90th minute 
for offside, but Asensio 
doubled Madrid`s lead 
moments afterward after 
good work from young-
ster Alvaro Rodriguez. 
Real Sociedad dropped 
two points in a 1-1 draw 
at home with Celta Vigo. 
Mikel Oyarzabal put 
Real Sociedad ahead in 
the fourth minute and 
their task got much easier 
in the 74th minute when 
Celta midfielder Renato 
Tapia was sent off. Robin 
de Normand put the ball 
into his own net deep into 
injury time, as he tried to 
clear a shot from Iago 
Aspas. Atletico Madrid 
remain fourth after An-
toine Griezmann scored 
the only goal of the game 
in the 72nd minute to 
give his side a 1-0 win 

at home to Athletic Club 
Bilbao. Griezmann has 
now scored 14 goals in 
30 games against Ath-
letic, who were the bet-
ter side in the first half, 
while Atletico were 
much improved after the 
break. Betis won a tight 
game 2-1 at home to an 
improving Valladolid 
thanks to a second min-
ute goal from Juanmi 
and a penalty from Ser-
gio Canales, which came 
after Cyle Larin`s third 
goal in four matches had 
drawn Valladolid level. 
Rayo Vallecano and Se-
villa shared the points 
after an exciting draw in 
Vallecas after an exciting 
1-1 draw. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Will the trading 
platform suddenly col-
lapse? WikiFX The age 
group of 40 to 80 years 
in India is eligible to par-
take in this opportunity.

WWE Royal Rumble 2023: Top 5 HOTTEST 
Divas to Take Part in Showpiece Event

Antonio in Texas and can 
be watched in India on 
Januaey 29 from 6.30 am 
IST. The matches will be 
televised on Sony Sports 
Network and can be live 
streaed on Sony LIV app. 
There will be the Royal 
Rumbles women’s match 
in which 30 wrestlers 
take part and the winner 
will book the ticket to 
main event slot in Wres-
tler Mania that will take 
place in April. Here we 
look at top 5 Divas from 
WWE Raw and Smack-
down who will be in ac-
tion at Royal Rumble 
2023. Zee Media Bureau| 
Updated:Jan 28, 2023, 
09:48 AM IST Share 
Ronda Rousey 1/5 Ron-
da Rousey Ronda will 
be eyeing to come vic-
torious in the upcoming 
Royal Rumble match that 
involves 30 wrestlers. 
Ronda is one of the top 
contenders to win and she 
is also one of the hottest 
Divas in WWE currently. 

Not to forget, Ronda is 
a former judoka and a 
mixed martial artist. She 
is also a bronze medal 
winner in judo in Olym-
pics, becoming the first 
American in women’s 
judo to win an Olympic 
medal. Share Liv Mor-
gan 2/5 Liv Morgan Liv 
Morgan is the ring name 
for Gionna Jee Daddio, 
a professional American 
wrestler and also an ac-
tress. She joined WWE 
in 2014 but her entry 
into the main event hap-
pened only in 2017 when 
she joined The Riott that 
included Ruby Riott and 
Sara Logan. Liv remains 
one of the boldest divas 
in WWE and will do her 
best to win the Royal 
Rumble match. Share Al-
exa Bliss 3/5 Alexa Bliss 
Akexa Bliss is gorgeous 
and sexy equally. She is 
a two-time Smack Down 
Champion and is the first 
woman wrestler to do 
so. She entered the main 

WWE event in 2016 af-
ter she signed a contract 
with WWE in 2014. She 
was transferred to WWE 
RAW in 2017 and be-
came three-time RAW 
Women’s Champion as 
well.Becky Lynch 4/5 
Becky Lynch Becky 
Lynch’s original name is 
Rebecca Quin and she is 
an Irish pro wrestler. She 
is among the highest paid 
women wrestlers in the 
world. Not to forget, she 
featured among the top 
female athletes world-
wide list in 2019 made 

by Twitter. Share Bianca 
Belair 5/5 Bianca Belair 
Bianca Belair was made 
to play sport. She is ex-
tremely fit. She is a for-
mer Track and Field star 
so that makes sense. She 
is the current RAW wom-
en’s champion and is ex-
pected to win the Royal 
Rumble match as well on 
January 29. Belair is all 
set to defend her WWE 
Raw Women’s Champi-
onship at the upcoming 
Royal Rumble premium 
live event.

Rhea Ripley’s latest opponent breaks 
character after Elimination Chamber

Rhea Ripley is a real 
deal; well, we aren’t the 
only ones saying that, 
one of her latest oppo-
nents has also echoed 
the same words. Rip-
ley is one of the best 
things going around in 
the women’s division in 
WWE. After winning 
the Women’s 2023 Royal 
Rumble, Ripley chal-
lenged the 14-time Wom-
en’s Champion, Charlotte 
Flair for the SmackDown 
Women’s title at Wrestle-
Mania 39. Rhea, who is 
termed by many as the 
future WWE Women’s 
Champion, is part of the 
Judgement Day faction 
on Monday Night RAW 
that also include Finn 
Balor, Dominic Myste-
rio and Damien Priest. 
ALSO READ: WWE: 
Female superstar Asuka 
joins Brock Lesnar, John 
Cena, Randy Orton and 
Edge in elite list Mean-
while, at the recently-
concluded second live 
PPV event of the year in 
Montreal – the Elimina-
tion Chamber, Rhea and 

Finn took on the veteran 
pair of Edge and his wife 
Beth Phoenix. A match 
that drew good enough 
attention from the crowd 
ended with Finn and 
Rhea going down after 
a feisty fight. Following 
the match, veteran in-ring 
performer, Beth Phoenix 
praised Rhea by tweet-
ing about her – openly 
breaking the character. 
Beth wrote, “@RheaRi-
pley_WWE is the real 
deal. Now. Go get that 
gold. #WrestleMania39” 
.@RheaRipley_WWE is 

the real deal. Now. Go 
get that gold. #Wrestle-
Mania39 pic.twitter.
com/Sdi8r9qJLb — THE 
GLAMAZON (@The-
BethPhoenix) February 
19, 2023 × Priest praises 
Rhea Teammates on TV, 
friends and good col-
leagues off it, Damien 
Priest and Rhea share 
a good bond. Having 
spent time together in 
trainings and gyms and 
even on live shows, both 
have known each other 
well; and that is where 
the former WWE United 

States Champion opened 
up about Rhea. Talking 
to FOX News recently, 
Damien said, “That’s 
my homie. Man, I’m so 
proud of her. What I see is 
the cuffs are off. There’s 
nothing holding her back. 
She’s just letting loose. 
People who know her 
but are close to her like 
myself, we knew that she 
had this other side that, 
even as much as she ac-
complished, the WWE 
Universe and even her 
peers hadn’t seen every-
thing Rhea could give.” 
As Rhea now gets ready 
for her Road to Wrestle-
Mania, Priest believes 
there’s no stopping as 
she has let herself loose, 
and will win everything 
that is there to win. “And 
I don’t think she has yet, 
but she’s definitely let-
ting loose, and we’re get-
ting to see a whole new 
level of Rhea Ripley. 
She’s earning everything 
and I can’t wait to see her 
just take everything that 
she deserves,

Sania Mirza Retirement: Tennis Star 
Says she is not a ‘Rebel or Trend-Setter’

WWE: Legend Teddy Long expresses 
wish to manage superstar Sami Zayn

WWE superstar Sami 
Zayn needs no introduc-
tion as he has made him-
self a stalwart in the are-
na. The wrestler also has 
millions of fans and the 
growing list now has an-
other name added - Ted-
dy Long. After Zayn’s 
fight of his life at WWE 
Elimination Chamber 
2023, Teddy Long, in an 
interview with Sports-

keeda, made his desires 
of managing Zayn pub-
lic. Long, however, de-
nied that the popular 
opinion that he wants 
to manage Zayn as the 
former Intercontinental 
champ has made himself 
very famous in the recent 
times. Long went to say 
that he wants to share 
the wrestling business 
‘knowledge’ with Sami 

Zayn. Also Read: WWE: 
14-time champion Char-
lotte Flair wishes to have 
a fued with THIS super-
star in future “Because 
see a lot of people will 
say, ‘Well now you want 
to get with Sami Zayn 
because he’s on top now 
and everybody’s cheer-
ing him. So you want to 
ride Sami Zayn’s back.’ 
But nah, that ain’t it. The 

only reason I’d want to 
be with Sami Zayn is 
because I have a lot of 
knowledge and I want to 
pass on that knowledge 
to Sami Zayn. Some-
thing that’s going to help 
him get over. He knows 
how to do that. He’s cer-
tainly over. There ain’t 
a lot I can do for Sami, 
I think he’s doing it for 
himself, but Sami Zayn 
is my pick,” said Long. 
Read More: WWE: Rhea 
Ripley’s latest opponent 
breaks character after 
Elimination Chamber, 
calls her the ‘real-deal’ At 
the Elimination Chamber 
fight against WWE Uni-
versal champion Roman 
Reigns, Zayn fell short, 
although not before mak-
ing the Montreal crowd 
believe that he could take 
down Reigns. It was af-
ter multiple knocked-out 
referees, hijinks of The 
Bloodline and the usual 
shenanigans.

Kane fires two in Tottenham win as 
Forest escape relegation zone

Harry Kane lifted the 
gloom at Tottenham 
on Wednesday, scoring 
twice in a convincing 
4-0 win against Crystal 
Palace as Nottingham 
Forest hauled themselves 
out of the relegation 
zone. Forest beat bottom 
side Southampton 1-0 
while troubled Wolves 
drew 1-1 at Aston Villa 
and struggling West Ham 
shared the points with 
Leeds in a 2-2 draw. 
Antonio Conte’s incon-
sistent Tottenham, who 
finished fourth last sea-
son, had taken just one 
point from two matches 
after the Premier League 
resumed following the 
World Cup. The disaf-
fected Italian manager, 
used to success at In-
ter Milan, Chelsea and 
Juventus, warned this 
week he would only stick 
around if he was 100 per 
cent convinced by the 
club’s project. Conte was 

looking for a reaction af-
ter Sunday’s 2-0 defeat 
at home against Aston 
Villa and he eventually 
got it despite an insipid 
first-half performance 
from his team. WATCH 
| Gravitas: The death of 
possession football? × 
“The character of this 
team always shows,” he 
told Sky Sports. “May-
be only in the last game 
against Aston Villa we 
didn’t have a strong re-
action. Otherwise every 

game we show strong 
character.” “It is really 
important. We got three 
points. We continue to 
stay very close for the 
good positions. After you 
don’t win and the con-
fidence is down, it was 
important to win.” Spurs 
were second best in the 
first half at Selhurst Park, 
lacking zip in attack, and 
had goalkeeper Hugo 
Lloris to thank for keep-
ing the score at 0-0 but it 
was a different story after 

the break. England cap-
tain Kane scored twice 
in five minutes in his 
300th Premier League 
appearance to move just 
two goals behind Jimmy 
Greaves’ all-time re-
cord of 266 goals for 
Spurs. Tottenham broke 
the deadlock in the 48th 
minute when Ivan Perisic 
crossed to Kane from the 
left and he neatly nodded 
past Vicente Guaita at the 
near post. Kane doubled 
Spurs’ lead when the 
ball fell to Bryan Gil on 
the right and he flicked 
a pass to the England 
forward, who sent a low 
strike unerringly into the 
bottom left corner. 
Matt Doherty made it 
3-0 midway through 
the second half and Son 
Heung-min completed 
the scoring four minutes 
later, lifting Spurs to 33 
points, just two behind 
fourth-placed Manches-
ter United.

Sania Mirza is not apolo-
getic for being one of a 
kind. A few people chose 
to call her a trailblazer 
while some labelled her a 
rebel. She says she is none 
and just lived life ‘on her 
own terms’. Splashed 
with mind-blowing suc-
cess and achievements 
that no Indian female 
tennis player could enjoy 
and which are unlikely 
to be emulated in the im-
minent future, Sania has 
lived an inspiring life. 
During a free-wheeling 
chat at her villa in Dubai, 
Sania implored the soci-
ety to accept differences 
in opinion and not brand 
as ‘villain or heroes’ the 
people who dare to do 
things in their own way. 
“I don’t think that I broke 
the rules. Who are these 
people who are making 
these rules and who are 
these people who are say-
ing this is the norm and 
this is the stereotype. “I 
think each individual is 
different and each indi-
vidual should have the 
freedom to be differ-

ent,” Sania told PTI news 
agency in an exclusive 
interview, before bid-
ding adieu to her tennis 
career. The 36-year-old 
Indian added, “I think 
that’s where as a society 
we can probably do bet-
ter, a little bit where we 
are trying to hail people 
or make people the bad 
guys just because they 
are doing something dif-
ferently. “And I don’t 
necessarily think that I 
was some kind of a great 
rule-breaker or some 
trendsetter. That’s not 
what I was trying to do. I 
was living my life. We all 

say things differently, we 
all have different opin-
ions. I think once we all 
accept that we are all dif-
ferent, and we can co-ex-
ist with those differences 
is when it will not be 
about breaking the rules 
anymore.” Holder of six 
Grand Slam doubles ti-
tles and a year-end WTA 
Championships trophy to 
go with a career-best sin-
gles rank of 27, if Sania 
is not a trend-setter then 
what is she? “I do look 
at myself as trying to be 
as authentic as possible. 
That’s what I’ve tried to 
do. I’ve tried to stay true 

to myself. And I have 
tried to live life on my 
own terms. I think every-
body should be able to do 
that and have the freedom 
to do that without being 
told that you are break-
ing the rules because you 
are doing something that 
you want to do,” she said. 
“That is something I take 
a lot of pride in because 
I think that it’s not that 
I was necessarily differ-
ent. I might have been 
different to you, but that 
doesn’t mean that I am 
someone who is a rebel, 
or someone who is break-
ing some kind of rules. 
It’s just my individual-
ity and another person’s 
individuality.” A lot has 
changed in Indian sport 
in the last few years, but 
in the not too distant past, 
women athletes struggled 
for acceptance and rec-
ognition, and were not 
even considered worthy 
of pursuing a career in 
sport. And if one was 
from a Muslim family, it 
was more difficult. 
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Dadasaheb Phalke Awards 2023: ‘The Kashmir 
Files,’ ‘RRR’ win big at International Film Festival

New Delhi: SS Rajamou-
li’s ‘RRR’ and Vivek Ag-
nihotri’s ‘The Kashmir 
Files’ bagged the Dada-
saheb International Film 
Festival Awards. ‘RRR’ 
received the International 
Film of the Year and ‘The 

Kashmir Files’ bagged 
one for Best Film. Film-
maker Vivek Agnihotri 
took the news to Twit-
ter and shared pictures 
and announcement video 
from the award ceremony. 
He wrote, “#TheKash-

mirFiles wins the ‘Best 
Film’ award at #DadaSa-
hebPhalkeAwards2023. 
“This award is dedicated 
to all the victims of ter-
rorism and to all the 
people of India for your 
blessings.”” Alia Bhatt 

and Ranbir Kapoor swept 
the Dadasaheb Phalke In-
ternational film festival 
awards 2023, held at a 
five-star hotel in Mum-
bai on Monday. Alia won 
the best actress award 
for portraying the iconic 
character Gangubai in 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s 
‘Gangubai Kathiawadi’, 
while Ranbir was named 
the best actor for ‘Brah-
mastra’. ‘Kantara’ fame 
actor Rishabh Shetty 
was chosen as the Best 
Promising Actor. Varun 
Dhawan was given the 
Critics Best Actor Award 
for ‘Bhediya.’ Anupam 
Kher was adjudged Most 
Versatile Actor for ‘The 
Kashmir Files.’ Rekha 
was honored for her 
contribution to the film 
industry. As per their of-
ficial website, the festival 
celebrates the brilliance 
of the Indian film indus-
try by making an effort to 
acknowledge and aid na-
scent projects by bring-
ing them to mainstream 

Dadasaheb Phalke Awards 2023: Alia Bhatt wins Best 
Actress as Gangubai, Ranbir Kapoor Bags for Brahmastra

MUMBAI: Alia Bhatt 
and Ranbir Kapoor swept 
the Dadasaheb Phalke In-
ternational film festival 
awards 2023, held at a 
five-star hotel in Mum-
bai on Monday. Alia won 
the best actress award 
for portraying the iconic 
character Gangubai in 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s 
‘Gangubai Kathiawadi’, 
while Ranbir was named 
the best actor for ‘Brah-
mastra’. Ranbir was not 
present at the occasion. 
Alia received the award 
on his behalf. Varun Dha-
wan won the Critics best 
actor award for ‘Bhedi-
ya’. Vivek Agnihotri’s 
‘The Kashmir Files’ was 
awarded the Best film 
award. For this film, An-
upam Kher received the 
award of most versatile 
actor of the year. It’s a 
proud moment for Neetu 
Kapoor as two awards 
came to her home. Tak-
ing to Instagram, Neetu 
shared the screenshot of 
recipients on her story. 

Alia posed with her tro-
phy and shared it on her 
Instagram story. Alia 
Bhatt Varun Dhawan 
has also posted glimpses 
from the night and his 
award on his story. Va-
run Dhawan Anupam 
Kher posted a long note 
saying, “Thank you 
#DadaSahebPhalkeIn-
ternationalFilmFestival 
for honouring me with 
the #MostVersatileAc-
tor of the year award for 
#TheKashmirFiles #Kar-
tikeya2 & #Uunchai. I 
dedicate this award to 
my audiences who have 
loved me for the last 38 
years. I will continue to 
dream and work hard. 
Also proud that #TheK-
ashmirFiles got the 
#BestFilmAward. Jai 
Ho!” As per their official 
website, the festival cel-
ebrates the brilliance of 
the Indian film industry 
by making an effort to 
acknowledge and aid na-
scent projects by bring-
ing them to mainstream 

audiences. Other celebs 
present at the event in-
cluded Varun Dhawan, 
Ronit Roy, Shreyas Tal-
pade, R Balki, Sahil 
Khan, Natalia Barulich, 
Jayantilal Gada, Sachet, 
Parampara, Vivek Agni-
hotri, Rishab Shetty and 
Hariharan among oth-
ers. Here is the complete 
list of the winners: Best 
Film: The Kashmir Files 
Best Director: R Balki 
for Chup: Revenge of 
The Artist Best Actor: 
Ranbir Kapoor for Brah-
mastra: Part 1 Best Ac-
tress: Alia Bhatt for Gan-
gubai Kathiawadi Most 

Promising Actor: Rishab 
Shetty for Kantara Dada-
saheb Phalke Internation-
al Film Festival Awards 
2023 for Outstanding 
Contribution In The Film 
Industry: Rekha Best 
Web Series: Rudra: The 
Edge of Darkness Critics 
Best Actor: Varun Dha-
wan for Bhediya Film of 
The Year: RRR Televi-
sion Series of The Year: 
Anupamaa by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Uni-
versity This term plan 
gives your premium back 
at no extra cost.

This is what Shahid Kapoor has to say 
about working with Raj & DK in Farzi

It’s fun getting old’ says Pamela Anderson in new post

Pamela Anderson has 
aged like fine wine. The 
55-year-old star recently 
made way to Netflix with 
her documentary Pamela, 
A Love Story and there’s 
obviously her book too. 
Sharing thoughts on ag-
ing and accepting her 
body as it is, Pamela is 
not holding any card too 
close to her. In a recent 
Instagram post, Pamela 

stunned her fans as she 
flaunted a thin, floor-
length gown with a large 
cutout from her hip to the 
stomach, showing off her 
toned abs. In another, she 
flaunted her sans makeup 
look in which her freck-
les are visible. “I’d rather 
show my freckles…It’s 
fun getting old. It’s a re-
lief. And at a certain age 
we just look younger and 

fresher without makeup,” 
she captioned the post 
“This is me—I’m happy 
with who I am right now. 
It’s a new world and I’m 
very grateful for all of the 
love.” View this post on 
Instagram A post shared 
by Pamela Anderson (@
pamelaanderson) × This 
is not the first time when 
Pamela has opened up 
embracing the aging pro-

cess. Earlier in an inter-
view with Dax Shepherd, 
she said, “I can’t wait to 
see myself old. I want 
to let my hair go kind of 
natural gray, put my little 
straw hat on, don’t wear 
makeup...I mean, that’s 
my comfortable kind of 
state.”

Shah Rukh Khan Reveals why his Next is 
Called ‘Jawan’ and it is Hilarious

Luv Ranjan Turns Chef on Sets of Ranbir-
Shraddha’s ‘Tu Jhoothi Main Makkar’

New Delhi: Luv Ran-
jan who is known for 
his impeccable take on 
love and relationships in 
modern times also has a 
hidden hobby that very 
few people know about. 
Luv is touted to be one 
of the best movie direc-
tors in today’s time, but 
not everyone is aware of 
the fact that he is a won-
derful cook. by Taboola-
Sponsored LinksYou 
May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to 
your name Golden Gate 
University Learn from 
IIT Madras Faculty & 
Industry Experts. Intel-
lipaat On the last day of 
the shoot, Luv decided to 

cook for the entire cast 
and crew as a gesture 
to express his gratitude 
towards the team who 
put in all the hard work 
to make the film along 
with him. View this post 
on Instagram A post 

shared by Luv Films (@
luv_films) Since it was 
an impromptu plan and 
the team was working on 
a night shift, it was diffi-
cult to arrange for all the 
groceries. But, to Luv’s 
surprise, his entire team 

decided to arrange for 
the groceries from their 
respective houses. By the 
end of it, the team man-
aged to arrange for 16 
kgs of cottage cheese/
paneer to help Luv whip 
up items for everyone. 

New Delhi: After his ac-
tion entertainer ‘Pathaan’ 
turned out to be a block-
buster, superstar Shah 
Rukh Khan is gearing up 
for his next ‘Jawan’. He 

gave a hilarious reason 
behind the title of his up-
coming movie, directed 
by Atlee. On Monday, 
SRK treated his fans with 
a question-and-answer 

session. A user said that 
an FIR should be filed 
against the star for saying 
that he is 57-years-old. 
The fan also shared a pic-
ture of the actor flaunting 

his well-chiseled body. 
To which, SRK replied: 
“Please mat karo yaar. 
Theek hai main hi maan 
jaata hoon I am 30 years 
old. There I have now 
told you the truth..and 
that’s why, even my next 
film is called Jawan.” A 
fan asked him about his 
book, he replied: “Not 
yet but after I finish final 
shoot of Jawan and Dun-
ki I will get back to it.” A 
netizen wanted the key to 
a happy married life from 
the superstar. “Gauri has 
the most simple heart and 
mind. She has just kept 
us all believing in the 
goodness of family.

Set to make his OTT de-
but with Prime Video’s 
thriller series Farzi, Sha-
hid Kapoor is ready to 
surprise his fans. The 
show created by ‘The 
Family Man’ makers, 
Raj & DK, promise to 
woo the audiences with 
something new up their 
sleeves. Known for their 
style of edgy thrillers, the 
showmakers are excited 
to collaborate with Sha-
hid on this show. On his 
collaboration with Raj & 
DK, Shahid Kapoor said, 
“They really allow the 
actors to come out and 
express themselves and 
sometimes they are really 
worried with what we are 
doing with the shots.. But 
they let you do what you 
want to do and I felt very 
free. I also feel that this 
show has been made in 
a very fluid manner. It’s 
very contemporary the 
way we shot the show, the 
way the characters have 
been written and devel-
oped allows every actor 
to really like dig-in deep 

because there is enough 
meat there if you really 
go looking hard for it and 
it’s very democratic.” “I 
think they let everybody 
bring what they feel and 
then they kind of final it 
together to make it what 
they feel is right. I had a 
lot of fun and I felt  very 
free. I think they felt very 
nervous like what’s up 
with him but I was hav-
ing a great time,” Shahid 
added. Watch the trailer 

here: Packed with signa-
ture humour, director Raj 
& DK’s Farzi is an eight-
episode crime thriller. 
The series revolves 
around Sunny, a small-
time con artist, who finds 
himself pulled into the 
dark while planning the 
perfect con. However, a 
ferocious and unconven-
tional task force officer 
has made it his mission 
to rid the country of the 
threat he represents. The 

series also features an en-
semble cast including tal-
ented actors Vijay Sethu-
pathi, Raashii Khanna, 
Kay Kay Menon, Bhuvan 
Arora, Regina Cassan-
dra, and Amol Palekar in 
pivotal roles. Produced 
by D2R Films, Farzi 
will stream in India and 
across 240 countries and 
territories starting Febru-
ary 10, 2023.


