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Delhi mayor elections 
called off for third time

Delhi Lt Governor Reviews 
Locations For Repair, Revamp 

Ahead Of G20 Summit

“Even Parliament Says Delhi’s Air 
Quality Has Improved”: 

Arvind Kejriwal

Odisha Preps For Two-Day Visit Of
President Murmu From Feb 10

Tight security measures will be ensured from the airport to the venues of the president’s programmes and 
Raj Bhavan, Priyadarshi said. A full dress rehearsal will also be held ahead of Murmu’s visit, officials said.

Delhi Feb 06 : The Odisha 
government Monday re-
viewed the preparedness 
for President Droupadi 
Murmu’s two-day visit to 
the state that will begin on 
February 10. Chief Secre-
tary SC Mohapatra chaired 
a meeting, which was at-
tended by senior police 
officers and the heads of 
all related departments. 
Security measures for 

her visit were discussed 
at length at the meeting, 
Commissioner of Police of 
Bhubaneswar-Cuttack Sou-
mendra Priyadarshi said. 
The president is scheduled 
to attend two programmes 
in Bhubaneswar and one 
event in Cuttack. She is also 
slated to visit the Lingaraj 
Temple in the state capital 
on the morning of February 
11, he said. While the CISF 

will look after the security 
of the president during her 
arrival and departure at the 
airport, the Odisha Police 
will make arrangements 
during her programmes in 
Bhubaneswar and Cuttack, 
he added. Tight security 
measures will be ensured 
from the airport to the ven-
ues of the president’s pro-
grammes and Raj Bhavan, 
Priyadarshi said. A full dress 

rehearsal will also be held 
ahead of Murmu’s visit, offi-
cials said. In Bhubaneswar, 
the president is scheduled 
to attend the convocation 
of Rama Devi Women’s Uni-
versity and another pro-
gramme at Utkal Mandap 
on February 10. Murmu did 
her graduation in Arts from 
the varsity in 1979. The 
president will inaugurate 
the 2nd Indian Rice.

Delhi CM Kejriwal Bemoans Indians Going Abroad For Studies
In a written response to a question by JD(U) MP Rajiv Ranjan Singh alias Lalan Singh and others, Union Minister of 
State for Education Subhas Sarkar said 30 lakh Indians went abroad for higher education during 2017-2022. Sarkar 

said 7.50 lakh Indians disclosed their purpose of visit as study or education while going abroad in 2022.
Delhi Feb 06 : Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on 
Monday lamented Indians 
going to countries such 
as Ukraine to study medi-
cine and said India should 
have developed the capac-
ity to attract students from 
across the globe rather 
than “our youths having 
to go abroad”. Kejriwal’s 
remarks came after the 
Union Ministry of Educa-
tion said more than 30 lakh 
Indians went abroad for 
higher education during 
2017-2022. “75 years after 
Independence, we should 
have, by now, developed 
the capacity to attract 
youth from across globe to 

study in India rather than 
our youth having to go 
abroad. Sad that our youth 
have to go to countries like 
Ukraine to study medicine? 

India can become no 1 des-
tination for education,” the 
Delhi chief minister tweet-
ed. In a written response 
to a question by JD(U) MP 

Rajiv Ranjan Singh alias La-
lan Singh and others, Union 
Minister of State for Educa-
tion Subhas Sarkar said 30 
lakh Indians went abroad 

for higher education dur-
ing 2017-2022. Sarkar said 
7.50 lakh Indians disclosed 
their purpose of visit as 
study or education while 
going abroad in 2022. The 
number in the preceding 
years was 4.40 lakh (2021), 
2.59 lakh (2020), 5.86 lakh 
(2019), 5.17 lakh (2018) and 
4.54 lakh (2017). The minis-
ter was also asked if it was 
a fact that the money being 
spent by Indian students 
abroad was more than In-
dia’s education budget and 
if the government had any 
proposal to establish an 
“international university of 
high standard” to save the 
funds.

Global Investors Summit To Open Doors
Of Opportunities For Youth In UP: Yogi
Delhi9 Feb 06 : The Global 
Investors’ Summit sched-
uled this week in Lucknow 
will open doors of new 
possibilities for the youth 
of the state by bringing in 
massive investments in var-
ious sectors, Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath said on Monday. The 
youth will no longer have 
to go to other countries 
and states for employment, 
an official statement quot-
ed Yogi as saying. While 
addressing the 11th con-
vocation of GLA University 
in Mathura, Adityanath said 
that under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the National Educa-
tion Policy has been formu-
lated keeping in mind the 

bright future of the youth 
of the country and added 
that the youth should not 
confine themselves to pro-
curing degrees only, and 
should move beyond with 
a multidimensional ap-
proach. “The investor sum-
mit in the state will open 
doors of new possibilities 
for the youth by bringing 
in massive investments in 
various sectors. Now they 
will not have to go abroad 
or other states for the job,” 
he said. The Chief Minister 
on the occasion suggested 
educational institutions 
conduct research on the 
activities related to social, 
economic and traditions of 
their geographical areas, to 
speed up development.

Renewables, 
Hydrogen To 
Make India 
World’s 3rd 
Largest Eco, Says 
PM
Delhi Feb 06 :Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Monday laid out his vision 
of making India the world’s 
third-largest economy 
with a focus on renew-
able energy, biofuels and 
hydrogen as he pivots a 
roadmap to cut reliance 
on imported oil and gas. 
Modi met top oil and gas 
industry leaders for the 
annual brainstorming to 
discuss ideas and initia-
tives to put India on a 
sustainable growth path, 
sources aware of the mat-
ter said. The meeting on 
the sidelines of the India 
Energy Week here saw 
the Prime Minister outline 
his vision to make India 
the world’s third-largest 
economy from the current 
fifth-largest. For this, the 
fuel needed should come 
from renewables, biofuels 

PM Modi Con-
gratulates Kej 
On Winning 
Grammy

Delhi Feb 06 :Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Monday congratulated 
music composer Ricky Kej 
on winning his third Gram-
my Award. He tweeted 
“Congratulations Ricky Kej 
for yet another accom-
plishment. Best wishes for 
your coming endeavours.” 
Kej, based out of Bengalu-
ru, won his third Grammy 
Award for the album ‘Di-
vine Tides’ and dedicated 
the honour to his home 
country, India. The US-
born musician shared the 
award with Stewart Cope-
land, the drummer of the 
iconic British rock band 
The Police, who collaborat-
ed with Kej on the album.

‘Fear Among 
People’: CPI(M) 
Leader MY 
Tarigami On 
Jammu And 
Kashmir Anti-
Encroachment 
Delhi Feb 06 :The ongoing 
anti-encroachment drive 
in Jammu and Kashmir has 
generated fear among the 
common masses, senior 
CPI(M) leader MY Tarigami 
said on Monday. Assert-
ing that the drive gave 
the impression that the 
administration is waging 
a “war” against the public, 
he alleged that the cam-
paign seemed selective 
and discriminatory. “The 
ongoing so-called anti 
land encroachment drive 
and eviction has gener-
ated fear psychosis among 
the common masses at the 
ground level in Jammu 
and Kashmir,” Tarigami 
said. While big land grab-
bers have to be identified 
and action taken under 
the law, the method used 
to evict the alleged en-
croachers.

Tipra Motha 
trying to 
bring back 
Communist 
rule in Tripura: 
Shah
Delhi Feb 06: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Monday alleged that 
Tipra Motha has a “secret 
understanding” with the 
Congress and the CPI(M), 
and that the newly formed 
regional party is “trying 
to bring back Commu-
nist rule in the state by 
misleading indigenous 
people”. Banking on its 
stupendous performance 
in the 2021 Tripura Tribal 
Areas Autonomous Dis-
trict Council (TTAADC) 
polls, Tipra Motha, head-
ed by former royal scion 
Pradyot Manikya Deb-
barma, has decided to go 
solo in the February 16 as-
sembly elections but the 
party has not ruled out the 
possibility of a post-poll 
alliance with any party 
that supports its Greater 
Tipraland statehood de-
mand. Tipra Motha has 
decided to contest 42 of 
the 60 constituencies in 
Tripura. There are around 
20 tribal-dominated seats, 
and these hold the key to 
power in the northeastern 
state. “Voting for Tipra Mo-
tha means supporting the 
CPI(M ), and supporting 
Congress means voting for 
Communists...Giving man-
date to the Communists 
means bringing back the 
days of unrest. “You have 
seen the performance 
of the Communists and 
the Congress... They have 
ruled the state for 50 years, 
yet there was no develop-
ment. They never respect-
ed tribals, never thought 
about ‘janjati’ (tribal) wel-
fare. Tipra Motha is trying 
to bring back Communist.

Socio Economic Outlook: 
Telangana records robust growth of 15.6 percent in GSDP

Hyderabad: Indicating a 
robust economic growth 
of Telangana, the Gross 
State Domestic Product 
(GSDP) at current prices 
was Rs.13.27 lakh crore in 
2022-23, recording 15.6 
percent increase from the 
previous year of 2021-
22. Between 2018-21, the 
share of Development Ex-
penditure in total budget 
for Telangana was 78.1 
percent which is highest 
among the Indian States 
whose average Develop-
ment Expenditure was 68.4 
percent during the period. 
Further, the Per Capita In-
come (PCI) at current prices 
in Telangana is Rs.3.17 lakh 
in 2022-23, which is Rs. 
1.46 lakh higher than the 
national per capita income 
of Rs.1.71 lakh. Interesting-
ly, the PCI of every district 
in Telangana was higher 
than the country’s PCI of Rs 
1,26,855 in 2020-21. Based 
on the Compound An-
nual Growth Rate (CAGR) 
of PCI at current prices for 
Telangana and India for 
2014-15 to 2022-23, the av-
erage citizen in Telangana 
can expect their income 
to double in roughly 5 to 
6 years, whereas the aver-
age citizen in the country 
as a whole would have to 
wait for about 8 to 9 years 

for their income to double. 
As per the Socio Economic 
Outlook for 2022-23 re-
leased on Monday, the Ser-
vices sector accounted for 
62.8 percent of Telangana’s 
Gross State Value Added 
(GSVA) at current prices, 
followed by the Industries 
sector with 19 percent and 
the ‘Agriculture and Allied’ 
sector with 18.2 percent 
in 2022-23. Telangana has 
made significant progress 
in the agriculture sector by 
adopting innovative meth-
ods, increasing the use of 
technology, and providing 
financial support to farm-
ers. The industrial sector 
has also witnessed tremen-
dous growth in the state 
with the establishment of 
several new industries, and 
the expansion of existing 
ones by attracting invest-
ments from all over the 
world. The TS-iPASS policy 
has made it easier for new 
industries to set up opera-
tions in the State. In terms 
of growth compared to 
2021-22, the current price 
Gross Value Added (GVA) 
by the Agriculture and Al-
lied sector, which employs 
45.8 percent of Telanga-
na’s population, grew by 
11.9 percent in the State. 
For second consecutive 
year, the Industries sector 

recorded a double-digit 
growth with the current 
price GVA of 10.5 percent 
in 2022-23. In 2021-22, it 
was 17.9 percent, consider-
ing the havoc wreaked by 
the COVID-19 pandemic in 
2020-21. Meanwhile, the 
Services sector witnessed 
a remarkable growth of 
17.5 percent in its current 
price GVA in 2022-23, after 
an excellent post-COVID 
growth rate of 20.5 percent 
in 2021-22. Further, the So-
cio Economic Outlook 2023 
of Telangana highlights the 
endeavours and achieve-
ments of the State on all 
fronts during previous fis-
cal as well as showcases 
the State’s commitment 
to balanced and inclusive 
growth, and its continued 
efforts to create a better fu-
ture for its citizens. Telanga-
na’s SOTR (State Owned Tax 
Revenue) average monthly 
receipts rose in 2022–2023 
(April to Dec) to Rs.8,804 
crore when compared to 
that during the same pe-
riod of the previous year 
which was Rs.7,226 crore. 
State Owned Tax Revenue) 
average monthly receipts 
rose in 2022–2023 (April 
to Dec) to Rs.8,804 crore 
when compared to that 
during the same period of 
the previous year.
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Telangana Budget: Harish Rao presents 
tax-free budget of Rs.2.9 lakh crore

Hyderabad: Finance 
Minister T Harish Rao 
has presented a tax-free 
budget of Rs 2,90,396 
crore for 2023-24 in the 
State Legislative Assem-
bly here on Monday. Of 
this, the total revenue 
expenditure is pegged 
at Rs 2,11,685 crore and 
the capital expenditure at 
Rs 37,525 crore. This is 
around Rs 34,000 crore 
more than the previous 
budget of Rs. 2.56 lakh 
crore for 2022-23. The 
State government gave 
priority to infrastructure 
development and public 

welfare in the latest bud-
get. A total of Rs 2,500 
crore were allotted to 
maintenance of Roads 
and Buildings roads and 
Rs 2,000 crore for main-
tenance of Panchayat Raj 
roads. Around Rs 1,000 
crore have been set aside 
towards new recruit-
ments in different gov-
ernment departments.For 
the State government’s 
flagship programme 
of Dalit Bandhu, Har-
ish Rao sanctioned Rs 
12,980 crore to ensure 
benefit for 1,100 ben-
eficiaries per each of the 

118 constituencies in the 
State this year. Around 
Rs 7,890 crore have been 
allocated for construc-
tion of double bedroom 
houses for the benefit of 
2,000 eligible persons 
per each of 119 constitu-
encies in the State. An-
other 25,000 houses will 
be allotted at the discre-
tion of the Chief Minis-
ter. Further, the Finance 
Minister stated that for 
effective implementation 
of Palle Pragathi and Pat-
tana Pragathi schemes in 
the State, the State gov-
ernment will release the 
State’s matching share 
along with the Finance 
Commission grants di-
rectly to the bank ac-
counts of the local bod-
ies. A total of Rs 3,360 
crore for Palle Pragathi 
and another Rs 1,474 
crore for Pattan Pragathi, 
have been sanctioned. 
Continuing to extend 
highest priority to agri-
culture and allied sectors, 

the State government 
will spend around Rs 
26,831 crore for the Ag-
riculture department, Rs 
2,071 crore for Animal 
Husbandry and Fisheries 
department. Harish Rao 
has set aside Rs 15,075 
lakh crore for Rythu 
Bandhu, Rs 1,589 crore 
towards Rythu Bima in-
surance and increased the 
farm loan waiver scheme 
amount from Rs 4,000 
crore in 2022-23 to Rs 
6,385 crore in 2023-24. 
A total Rs 26,885 crore 
were sanctioned to the 
Irrigation department. 
While the Finance de-
partment was allocated 
Rs 49,749 crore towards 
salaries, pensions and 
other expenditure at its 
disposal, the highest allo-
cation of Rs 31,426 crore 
will be for Panchayat Raj 
and Rural Development 
departments. While pre-
senting the State budget, 
Harish Rao accused the 
Centre for discrimination 

against Telangana and 
creating hurdles in the 
path of the State’s prog-
ress. He said the Centre 
has imposed a cut of Rs 
15,033 crore on the State 
and acted against the 
federal spirit of the na-
tion. He pointed out that 
the promises made un-
der the Andhra Pradesh 
Reorganisation Act have 
remained unfulfilled. 
About Rs 1,350 crore to-
wards backward districts 
development fund, were 
due from the Centre. He 
said despite restrictions 
and discrimination by the 
Centre, Telangana has 
not compromised on the 
development and welfare 
programmes of the peo-
ple. Notwithstanding the 
disruptive forces trying 
to disturb communal and 
social harmony, he said 
Telangana is continuing 
its growth trajectory by 
maintaining its ‘Ganga 
Jamuni Tehzeeb’. “Telan-
gana .

RTAs increase booking slots 
to shorten wait time
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Hyderabad: To provide 
hassle-free services for 
those purchasing vehi-
cles, the Regional Trans-
port Authority (RTA) in 
Hyderabad, Ranga Red-
dy and Medchal-Malkaj-
giri limits have increased 
the number of online reg-
istration slots. There have 
often been complaints of 
vehicle owners having 
to spend weeks, at times 
months, to get a slot for 
getting their vehicles reg-
istered. The reasons at-
tributed for the long wait 
are a large number of ap-
plications, slow servers 
and technical glitches. 
ALSO READ Telangana: 
RTA to temporarily issue 
Driving Licence, RCs 
without electronic chips 
However, these issues 
will soon be a thing of 
the past as the RTAs are 
now keeping an adequate 
number of slots available 
online on a regular basis. 
Of late, there have been 

complaints from several 
motorists of being penal-
ised by the traffic police 
for driving vehicles with 
Temporary Registration 
(T/R) number plates. In 
most cases, it was due 
to the unavailability 
of slots. To this effect, 
the RTAs have made 
changes in the server of 
the official website and 
increased the quota to 
400-500 slots, with the 
Ranga Reddy RTA offer-
ing the highest number 
of slots. It is learnt that 
while vehicle registra-
tions in the Ranga Reddy 
district have been going 
on at a brisk pace, in Hy-
derabad, it is yet to pick 

up the pace. The slots for 
booking appointments 
for Certificate Registra-
tion (RC) and Driving 
Licence (DL) have been 
increased at the RTAs in 
Ibrahimpatnam, Attapur, 
Medchal-Malkajgiri, Up-
pal, Kukatpally and Pet-
basheerabad. To ensure 
good availability of slots 
for RCs and DLs, the 
officials said additional 
staff has been hired on a 
temporary basis. In order 
to counter touts, who lure 
citizens for a faster issue 
of RCs and DLs, the of-
ficials have warned citi-
zens against approaching 
them and instead.

Telangana Budget: Rs 500 crore for basic 
amenities in State universities

Hyderabad: The State 
universities have received 
a major fillip in the bud-
get with the State govern-
ment proposing Rs.500 
crore for providing basic 
amenities. Presenting the 
State budget 2023-24 in 
the Legislative Assembly 
here on Monday, Finance 
Minister T Harish Rao 
said an amount of Rs.500 
crore was proposed for 
basic amenities such as 
modernization of hostels 
and construction of new 
buildings in the universi-
ties across the State. This 
was the first time in the 
history of the State that 
such a big allocation is 
being made, he said.The 
Finance Minister pro-
posed Rs.100 crore each 

for the Telangana Mahila 
Viswavidyalayam (Wom-
en’s University) and For-
est College. In total, an 
amount of Rs.19,093 
crore was proposed for 
the Education department 
in the budget for 2023-
24. For scholarships and 
diet of the students, the 
government has allocated 
5,609 crore for 2023-24 
as against 4,690 in the last 
financial year. Recalling 
that there were only 293 
residential institutions 
with 1.31 lakh students 
and insufficient facilities 
at the time of State for-
mation, he said soon after 
the formation of Telan-
gana, Chief Minister K 
Chandrashekhar Rao 
took firm steps for the 

development of residen-
tial educational institu-
tions. Today the number 
of residential education-
al institutions stands at 
1,002 imparting quality 
free education in Eng-
lish medium to 5,59,000 
students, he said. The 
allocation of grants for 
residential schools which 
was Rs.784 crore in the 
initial years of the forma-
tion of the State has been 
substantially increased to 
Rs.3,400 crore in 2022-
23, he said, adding that 
this demonstrated the 
commitment of Telan-
gana government to pro-
vide quality education 
to the children from the 
economically weaker 
sections. Stating that 14 

new polytechnic col-
leges were established in 
the last eight and a half 
years, Harish Rao said 
from the academic year 
2023-24, polytechnic 
colleges will be estab-
lished at Maheshwaram 
in Ranga Reddy dis-
trict and at Manuguru in 
Bhadradri Kothagudem 
district. The Minister 
mentioned that the two 

new engineering colleg-
es under the jurisdiction 
of the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Technological Univer-
sity (JNTU)-Hyderabad 
have already commenced 
functioning and said col-
leges at Mahabubnagar 
and Kothagudem would 
begin operating shortly. 
Keeping in view the de-
velopment of the pharma 
sector in Telangana, 

KCR Nutritional Kits to benefit 
4 lakh pregnant women

Hyderabad: Continuing 
its focus on Mother and 
Child Health (MCH), the 
State government in its 
annual budget 2023-24, 
has decided to extend 
the KCR Nutritional Kit 
to all pregnant women 
across 33 districts. To 
implement the KCR Nu-
tritional Kit initiative, 

which will benefit nearly 
4 lakh pregnant women 
across Telangana, the 
State government has 
proposed to allocate Rs. 
200 crore for the upcom-
ing year.The State gov-
ernment in the annual 
budget has also proposed 
to further expand the con-
cept of Basthi Dawakha-

nas by deciding to launch 
them across all towns in 
Telangana. To this effect, 
100 more such urban 
healthcare facilities will 
be established. Overall, 
the Medical and Health 
Department, an amount 
of Rs.12,161 crore has 
been proposed in the 
budget 2023-24.

Bird walk concludes in 
Kawal Tiger Reserve

CM KCR calls for out-of-the-box thinking 
to make India super power

Hyderabad: Emphasizing 
on the need to think out-
side the box to make India 
an economic super power, 
BRS President and Chief 
Minister K Chandrashekhar 
Rao said this would become 
possible only by changing 
the thinking of the people 
and the polity in the coun-
try. Proposing revolution-
ary changes in water and 
energy policies to ensure 
optimal use of available re-
sources for needy sections, 
the Chief Minister pointed 
out at a press conference 
that about 50,000 TMC ft 
water was going into the 
sea untapped every year 

even as farmers were los-
ing crops due to shortage 
of irrigation facility. Simi-
larly, against the installed 
capacity of 4.1 lakh MW 
power generation, the peak 
load handled so far was less 
than 2.16 lakh MW. Fur-

ther, the Centre declared 
about 40,000 MW capacity 
of power plants as stressed 
assets due to disputes in 
the National Company Law 
Tribunal, which could actu-
ally be brought into usage 
with the Centre’s inter-

ventionIf voted to power, 
the BRS and like-minded 
parties will construct three 
to four major reservoirs at 
strategic locations across 
the country to tap the avail-
able water. We will also en-
sure that 90 percent of the 
power sector is kept with 
the government and also 
ensure uninterrupted power 
supply to all within two 
years,” he said, expressing 
concern that if the power 
utilities and infrastructure 
were privatised, corporate 
companies would dictate 
terms and hold the govern-
ment for ransom. On inter-
State river water disputes, 

Chandrashekhar Rao said 
all such issues could be 
sorted out amicably as there 
were abundant water and 
ample solutions like inter-
linking of rivers, by meet-
ing local needs on priority 
basis. He reminded how he 
had reached a consensus 
with the then Maharashtra 
government to construct 
the Kaleshwaram project. 
Stressing on the need to 
have women’s representa-
tion in politics, he proposed 
to increase reservation by 
33 percent in State Legisla-
ture and the Parliament, by 
taking up and completing 
the delimitation.

Mancherial: A two-day long 
bird walk, organised by the 
Forest department, ended 
in the Kawal Tiger Reserve 
in Jannaram mandal centre 
on Sunday. Around 100 
participants spotted over 
100 bird species at percola-
tion tanks and other spots 
of the reserve. Nature lov-
ers, wildlife photographers, 
enthusiastic birders from 
across the State and some 
from other States along 
with students of Forest Col-
lege and Research Institute 
(FCRI)-Mulugu in Siddi-
pet district took part in the 
bird walk.The birders, aged 
between 10 to 70, com-

peted with each other for a 
glimpse and clicks of wide-
ranging activities of the 
avian community includ-
ing a heartwarming scene 
of sharing food by pairs of 
parakeets. The participants 
visited watch towers and 

had a panoramic view of 
the forests. They earlier had 
a camp fire at the percola-
tion tanks locally called 
Maisammakunta, Gan-
ishettikunta, Bisonkunta, 
Gonduguda base camps on 
Saturday night. .

Telangana likely to witness higher growth
rate during 2023-24 fiscal: T Harish Rao has said the State was likely to witness higher growth rate during the upcoming fiscal year

Hyderabad: Finance Min-
ister T Harish Rao has said 
the State was likely to wit-
ness higher growth rate 
during the upcoming fiscal 
year (2023-24). Telangana’s 
Gross State Domestic Prod-
uct (GSDP) during the cur-
rent 2022-23 fiscal has wit-
nessed an increase of 15.6 
percent compared to the 
last financial year (2021-
22), he said. Speaking to 
the media after releasing 

the Telangana Socio Eco-
nomic Outlook 2023 in 
the assembly conference 
hall here, Harish Rao said 
the government had allo-
cated separate funds to a 
few departments and pro-
grammes apart from the 
ones allocated in the Bud-
get presented in the State 
assembly on Monday. In 
order to improve the con-
ditions of the roads in the 
State, the government had 

allocated Rs.2,500 crore 
to Roads and Buildings 
Department and Rs.2000 
crore to Panchayati Raj De-
partment. These amounts 
are additional to the Rs 
22,260 crore allocated to 
R&B Department and Rs 
31,426 crore to Panchayat 
Raj Department in the 
State Budget, he informed. 
Similarly, Rs.500 crore has 
been separately allocated 
for the construction of 

new hostel buildings, ren-
ovation and modernisa-
tion of buildings in various 
universities in the State. It 
has come to the notice of 
the government that A few 
universities in the State 
need new hostels and 
there was also a need to 
undertake repairs of hostel 
buildings in these univer-
sities, hence, the govern-
ment had allocated sepa-
rate funds for that purpose, 

he said. “This amount will 
be a grant and not loan,”he 
clarified. He said the gov-
ernment has allocated Rs 
4,500 crore separately for 
the sheep and goat distri-
bution scheme and Rs 200 
crore for KCR Nutrition Kit. 
The State government has 
allocated Rs 12,000 crore 
for those who are willing 
to construct houses on 
their own land, he said. 
“The government will be 

providing financial assis-
tance of Rs 3 lakh for the 
construction of houses,”he 
said. The Finance Minister 
stated there has been an 
increase of Rs 275 crore 
in Rythu Bandhu scheme 
and Rs 460 crore for Kaly-
ana Lakshmi and Shaadi 
Mubarak Schemes. An ad-
ditional Rs 220 crore was 
allocated for the farmer’s 
insurance scheme, while 
Rs 5,609 crore .
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Karnataka Animal Husbandry Minister Can’t 
Tell Goat From Cow: Congress’s Siddaramaiah
Bengaluru (Karnataka): 
Former Karnataka chief 
minister and the Leader 
of Opposition in the Kar-
nataka Assembly, Sid-
daramaiah, on Saturday 
launched an attack on 
state Animal Husbandry 
Minister, Prabhu Chau-
han, calling him a ‘fool’ 
who cannot tell a goat 
from a cow. Taking to so-
cial media, Siddaramaiah 
made a series of tweets 
in which he slammed 
the Animal Husbandry 

Minister of state and the 
functioning of the state 
government. “This min-
ister is not fluent in any 
language including Kan-
nada. Such people are 
unfit to be MLAs,” he 
wrote in the Kannada. 
“Minister Prabhu Chau-
han had said that they 
will vaccinate all the cat-
tle in the state by January 
15, but still 10 to 15 lakh 
cattle have not been vac-
cinated. Such unqualified 
ministers are in the BJP 

government. Those who 
tell such blatant lies are 
unfit to be MLAs, Sid-
daramaiah wrote. “We 
supported the JDS to stop 
the communalist BJP 
from coming to power. 
However, the coalition 
government could not be 
sustained by HD Kuma-
raswamy. He lost power 
by staying at the Westend 
Hotel and not allowing 
MLAs and ministers to 
visit him,” the minister 
said. Lashing out at the 

BJP, the minister com-
pared said, “The BJP 
leaders paid ₹ 15 to 20 
crores to each MLA and 
formed the government 
under the leadership of 
Yeddyurappa through 
‘Operation Kamala.” PM 
Modi To Inaugurate ‘In-
dia Energy Week 2023’ 
In Bengaluru On Mon-
day PM Modi To Inaugu-
rate ‘India Energy Week 
2023’ In Bengaluru On 
Monday Ex Minister’s 
New Party May.

Indian HorizonBureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : 
Nizamabad February 06 
; The Telangana State 
Road Transport Corpo-
ration Chairman Nizam-
abad Rural Legislator 
Bajireddy Goverdhan 
participated in the Dich-
pally Quilla Ramalayam 
Sri Sitarama Chandrase-
amy Brahmotsav pro-
gram organised, in which 
Sri Sitarama Chandras-
wami participated in 
Yagna Homala program 
as part of Brahmotsav 
programme. The Special 
pooja was performed for 
Sri Sitarama Chandras-
wami, and Sri Sitarama 
Chandraswami partici-
pated in the Pallaki and 
Radhamu mahotsavam. 
Later, the Hon’ble MLA 
Bajireddy Govardhan 
said that everyone should 
adopt the sense of devo-
tion and that everyone 
should adopt the quali-
ties of Lord Rama. He 
said that Dichpally Qilla 
Ramalayam will be con-
verted into tourism with 
all the charms. He sug-

gested that every leader 
should rule like Rama 
and every politician 
should practice the gov-
ernance done by Rama. 
He assured the people of 
the village that they will 
support the development 
of Dichpally village in all 
ways. After visiting the 
temple, the temple com-
mittee discussed with 
them the funds needed 
for the temple and the 

development works. 
MLA Bajireddy Govar-
than was accompanied 
by District Youth Lead-
ers, Zilla Parishad Eco-
nomic Planning Sangh 
members, ZPTC District 
Olympic Vice President 
Bajireddy Jaganmohan. 
Joint Districts DCMS 
Chairman Sambari Mo-
han, Local ZPTC Dasari 
Indra Lakshmi Narasiah, 
Mandal Party President 

Srinivas Reddy, Senior 
Leaders Krishna, Local 
Sarpanch, Sub-Sarpanch, 
MPTC, Temple Commit-
tee Chairman, and Tem-
ple Committee Members, 
Sarpanchs of various vil-
lages were present in the 
program, Sub-Sarpanchs, 
MPTCs, Youth Section 
leaders, activists, and 
devotees, were partici-
pated .

Kerala Congress Leader Threatens To Shoot 
Wild Elephants Entering Human Habitats

A Congress leader in 
Kerala has said wild el-
ephants entering human 
settlements in the hills 
here will be eliminated, 
drawing criticism from 
the State Forest Minister 
A K Sassendran. Address-
ing a Youth Congress 
programme, president of 
the Idukki District Con-
gress Committee (DCC) 
C P Mathew said he has 
friends in neighbouring 
Tamil Nadu and Karna-
taka, who can shoot ele-
phants. “We have friends 
in Tamil Nadu and Kar-
nataka who are sharp-
shooters, they can shoot 
the elephants down. If 
the animals continue to 
create trouble, as respon-
sible members of the Op-
position party we will be 

forced to take such action 
to protect the people even 
if it’s illegal,” Mathew 
said. He asked the gov-
ernment to take immedi-
ate action and find a solu-
tion to shift the jumbos. 
Meanwhile, the Forest 
Minister told reporters 

that the Congress leader 
was provocative in na-
ture. “On January 31, we 
had an all-party-meeting 
in which he (Mathew) 
also participated. The 
meeting unanimously 
agreed to bring in a spe-
cial rapid force to capture 

the elephants. In fact, the 
special team has already 
reached the district from 
Wayanad and initiated 
the process,” Saseendran 
said. The Minister said 
a team led by chief for-
est veterinary officer Dr 
Arun Sakaria has reached 

the district and is study-
ing the topography of the 
region in order to capture 
the elephants. “I suspect 
that such a provocative 
statement by the leaders 
of the Congress party was 
to create unrest among 
the people. The govern-
ments can function only 
according to the law,” 
Saseendran said. He said 
no government can ac-
cept such killing of wild-
life as was mentioned by 
the Congress leader. The 
Idukki district has been 
facing many elephant 
attacks for sometime 
now. Recently, a team 
led by Sakaria captured 
two wild elephants from 
Wayanad and Palakkad

KTR as next CM buzz hots up 
in BRS circles

HYDERABAD: The buzz 
around ‘KTR as future CM’ 
began gaining momentum 
within BRS circles after IT 
minister K.T. Rama Rao 
replied to the debate on 
the motion of thanks to the 
Governor’s address in the 
Legislative Assembly on 
Saturday in the absence of 
Chief Minister K. Chan-
drashekar Rao, contrary to 
the tradition of the Chief 
Minister replying to the de-

bate. Ministers and ruling 
party MLAs made a beeline 
to meet and congratulate 
Rama Rao after he complet-
ed his marathon two-hour 
reply tearing into Opposi-
tion parties with facts and 
figures on the achievements 
of the BRS government in 
the last eight-and-a-half 
years and highlighting the 
failures of the BJP-led gov-
ernment at the Centre dur-
ing the same period. Known 

for his oratory in English, 
Hindi and Telugu, Rama 
Rao’s razor-sharp sarcasm, 
especially with regard to 
the BJP and Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, was on 
full display and in three lan-
guages. Chandrashekar Rao 
had replied to the debate 
on motion of thanks to the 
Governor’s address every 
year except in 2022, when 
the Budget Session com-
menced without the cus-
tomary Governor’s address. 
But it was an altogether 
different atmosphere in the 
House on Saturday when 
the House debated the mo-
tion of thanks to the Gov-
ernor’s address. While the 
Chief Minister stayed away, 
Rama Rao was present from 
10 am to 3.30 pm, when the 
debate ended. Armed with 
statistics from the RBI,

World-class Mobility Valley in Telangana! 
Minister KTR unveiled one-
of-its-kind Telangana Mo-
bility Valley (TMV) at the 
Mobility Next Hyderabad 
Summit 2023. Delivering 
the key note address, Minis-
ter KTR said that Mobility 
Next Hyderabad Summit is 
a testament to the progress 
Telangana & India made 
in mobility sector. TMV, 
India’s first new mobility 
focussed cluster, will accel-
erate the growth of sustain-
able mobility in India, said 
Minister KTR Minister said 
that Telangana Mobility 
Valley, created with active 
participation of Industry 
and Academia, will create 
best in class infrastructure 
making Telangana the most 
competitive destination for 
both manufacturing and 

R&D in India MP Dr Ran-
jith Reddy, Principal Sec-
retary of IT and Industries 
Depts.,  Jayesh Ranjan, 
Head of Software Busi-
ness and Product Manage-
ment - Global, Americas 
and Asia at Stellantis, Ma-

matha Chamarthi, President 
& MD of Volvo Group In-
dia, Kamal Bali & others 
participated in the summit. 
#mobilitynexthyderabad 
#emobilityweek2023

KCR’s Party Holds First Rally Outside 
Telangana In Maharashtra’s Nanded

Hyderabad: Telangana 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao, who has 
renamed his party for 
his national ambitions, 
started the journey today 
with a rally across the 
border in Maharashtra’s 
Nanded and an appeal 
to farmers. Nanded has a 
chunk of Telugu-speak-
ing population. Earlier, 
some villages in the area 
had demanded that they 
be allowed to merge with 
Telangana in view of the 
schemes in the neigh-
bouring state. To be con-

sidered a national entity, 
the relaunched Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi, must be 
recognised as a state par-
ty in at least four states 
or win six per cent of the 
votes in any four states 
and four Lok Sabha seats. 

Else it has to win two per 
cent Lok Sabha seats (11 
seats) in at least three 
states. Declaring that he 
plans to contest all elec-
toral contests in Maha-
rashtra, Mr Rao said 75 
years after Independence, 

it was time for farmers to 
take the reins of the na-
tion. “That’s why BRS 
slogan is ‘Abki ki baar, 
kisan sarkar’ (This time 
around, a government for 
the farmers),” he told the 
gathering. “If we unite, it 
is not impossible. In our 
country, farmers consti-
tute more than 42 per 
cent and if the number 
of farm labourers is also 
added to that it will be 
more than 50 per cent 
which is sufficient to 
form government,” Mr 
Rao said. “Today, the 

time has come. 75 years 
is a long period. Farm-
ers should also be able 
to write and make rules,” 
he said. Mr Rao, who had 
started out with a vision 
of a non-Congress-non-
BJP front, has modified 
it somewhat with a plan 
to take his party national. 
He is now looking at pan-
India groups like farm-
ers’ bodies, trade unions 
and civil society groups, 
where his party may have 
more traction and present 
an alternative welfare, 
development.

Telangana Budget Pegs Rs 2.9 Lakh Crore 
Expenditure In Next Financial Year

Hyderabad: Telangana Fi-
nance Minister T Harish 
Rao on Monday introduced 
the State Budget in the As-
sembly with an expendi-
ture outlay of ₹ 2,90,396 
crore for 2023-24. Chief 
Minister K Chandrasekhar 
Rao’s brainchild Dalit 
Bandhu scheme was allot-
ted ₹ 17,700 crore. The 
scheme provides financial 
assistance at the rate of ₹ 
10 lakh per beneficiary to 
take up any business of his 

or her choice. In the Bud-
get, an amount of ₹ 36,750 
crore is proposed as Spe-
cial Development Fund for 

Scheduled Castes while the 
Medical and Health Depart-
ment gets ₹ 12,161 crore. 
Providing statistics, Harish 

Rao said Telangana’s share 
in the country’s GDP grew 
to 4.89 per cent in 2020-21 
from 4.1 per cent in 2014-
15. ATelangana’s KCR Ab-
sent At Governor’s R-Day 
Event, Unfurls Flag At His 
Office Telangana’s KCR 
Absent At Governor’s R-
Day Event, Unfurls Flag At 
His Office PM Modi Holds 
Big NITI Aayog Meeting, 
KCR And Nitish Kumar 
Absent PM Modi Holds Big 
NITI Aayog Meeting, 

KCR announces to implement health cards : 
TNGO’s Mujeeb— In-
dian Horizon Bureau Chief 
M.A.Samad : Hyderabad 
February 06 ; Today Telan-
gana State Chief Minister 
Kalvakuntla Chandrasekha-
ra Rao in the Assembly 
has announced that Em-
ployees Health Cards will 
be implemented very soon 
in all the hospitals.  On 
this happy occasion Dr. 
Mujeeb specially thanked 
Hon’ble Chief Minister 
KCR , Hon’ble Ministers  
Kalvakuntla Taraka Rama , 
T. Harish Rao, V. Srinivas 
Goud, Nizamabad MLC 

Kalvakuntla Kavitha, Cen-
tral Union President Ma-
milla Rajender and General 
Secretary Rayakanti Pratap 
on behalf of the employees.  
On this occasion photo of 
Hon’ble KCR at Gruhakal-
pa Office was inaudated 
with Milk by Dr. Mujeeb 
along with District Secre-
tary S.Vikram Kumar, As-
sociate President K. R.Raj 
Kumar, Vice President 
Kurradi Srinivas, Members 
Khaleed Ahmed, Shankar, 
Units President, Secretary 
and primary members par-
ticipated in large number.

Rural MLA Bajireddy Goverdhan participates 
Dichpally Qilla Ramalayam Brahmotsav : 

Indian Horizon Bureau Chief M.A.Samad : Hon’ble MP D. Aravind had the privilege meeting with Chairman of the 
National Commission for Backward Classes & former Union Minister, Hansraj Ahir in New Delhi.
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Delhi Lt Governor Reviews Locations For 
Repair, Revamp Ahead Of G20 Summit

New Delhi: Delhi LG 
VK Saxena has directed 
officials to develop a 
food Street around the 
Salimgarh Fort and to 
connect the Qutub Minar 
with Mehrauli Archeo-
logical Park to convert 
the area into a heritage 
walk, officials said on 
Sunday. Mr Saxena had 
on Saturday visited sev-
eral locations in the na-
tional capital to review 
the repair and revamp 
work underway for the 
G20 summit, scheduled 
to be held here in Sep-
tember. The LG directed 
the land and road owning 
agencies to ensure that 
the green spaces on the 
Outer Ring Road along 
Yamuna are spruced up 
and made encroachment-
free. On February 2, Mr 
Saxena had chaired a high 
level committee meeting 
to take stock of the on-
going works. Mr Saxena 
began his inspection vis-
its from ISBT, Hanuman 

Mandir, Salimgarh Fort, 
Red Fort, Outer Ring 
Road along Yamuna and 
the Samadhi stretch, and 
proceeded to south Delhi. 
Walking on foot, he in-
structed the officials to 
have areas around Hanu-
man Mandir and under 
the Hanuman Setu fly-
over cleaned and decon-
gested, officials said. The 
ASI was asked to deep 
clean and repair the walls 
of the Salimgarh fort and 
also repair the bridge 
connecting it to the Red 
Fort. Railways too was 

asked to repair and re-
vamp the overbridge next 
to Salimgarh Fort. He 
discussed the possibility 
of setting up a food street 
with the officials accom-
panying him, and gave 
instructions on the spot 
to got ahead with it, they 
added. At ITPO complex 
on Mathura Road and 
Bhairon Marg, where 
the summit meeting is 
expected to be held, the 
LG reviewed the steps 
being taken by the Traf-
fic Police and the PWD to 
ensure seamless exit and 

entry to the complex from 
India Gate and Bhagwan 
Das road. Lt Governor’s 
Allegations An “Insult” 
To Teachers Of Delhi: 
Manish Sisodia Lt Gov-
ernor’s Allegations An 
“Insult” To Teachers Of 
Delhi: Manish Sisodia 
Mr Saxena directed the 
cleaning of an open drain 
adjacent tol the Old Fort 
and also reviewed the 
repairing of the lighting 
arrangements being done 
by the ASI. While walk-
ing through the Qutub 
Institutional Area, Qutub 
Minar, and the Mehrauli 
Archeological Park, he 
expressed his unhappi-
ness at the congestion in 
the area and uncleanli-
ness on roads, footpaths, 
and pavements, officials 
said. At the roundabout 
on the approach road to 
Qutub Minar, LG asked 
the Traffic Police to im-
mediately explore the 
possibility of making the 
stretch ‘one way’ to con-

gest the area. The Meh-
rauli Archeological Park 
and the Qutub Minar 
Complex were decided to 
be connected to develop 
the entire area into a heri-
tage walk. A ‘baoli’ in the 
area which has become 
nonexistent with silt and 
garbage deposited into 
it too was instructed to 
be cleaned and revived. 
The Archaeological Sur-
vey of India along with 
the Delhi Urban Heri-
tage Foundation under 
DDA will work together 
to implement the sugges-
tions made by the LG. 
They will also ensure the 
cleaning, repair and face-
lift of the historic Quli 
Khan Mazaar and the 
Jamali Kamali Mosque 
in the Qutub Complex, 
officials said. Mr Saxena 
also visited the areas sur-
rounding Hyatt Hotel on 
Ring Road, Leela Hotel 
on Africa Avenue, Taj 
Hotel on SP Marg and 
Dilli Haat-INA Market.

Delhi mayor elections 
called off for third time

NEW DELHI: Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) mayor elections 
were called off for the 
third time on Monday 
after ruckus erupted in 
Delhi assembly over the 
nominated members be-
ing allowed to vote in the 
election to the post. “Mu-
nicipal House in Delhi 
adjourned till next date,” 
said presiding officer 
Satya Sharma. Soon after 
the MCD House assem-
bled around 11.30am, 
after a delay of half an 
hour, Sharma announced 
that elections to the posts 
of mayor, deputy mayor 
and Standing Commit-
tee members will be held 
simultaneously. “Alder-
men will be allowed to 
vote in the elections for 
mayor, deputy mayor 
and Standing Committee 
members,” she said. The 
announcement drew pro-
tests from AAP council-
lors. Party leader Muke-
sh Goel said aldermen 
can’t vote. To this, Shar-
ma said, “People have 

sent you here to serve 
them, let the election be 
held.” Following this, 
the House was adjourned 
briefly. This is the third 
session of the House af-
ter the December 4 mu-
nicipal polls. The first 
two sessions -- held on 
January 6 and January 24 
-- were adjourned by the 
presiding officer without 
electing a mayor follow-
ing a ruckus and acrimo-
nious exchanges between 
the members of the BJP 
and the AAP. According 
to the Delhi Municipal 
Corporation (DMC) Act, 
1957, the mayor and the 

deputy mayor are to be 
elected in the very first 
session of the House after 
the civic polls. However, 
it’s been two months 
since the municipal elec-
tions were held and Del-
hi is yet to get a mayor. 
The AAP had earlier 
objected to Lt governor 
V K Saxena nominating 
10 aldermen to the MCD 
house without consulting 
the city government. On 
Sunday, AAP councillors 
wrote to Sharma seeking 
debarment of the alder-
men from voting in the 
election of mayor, deputy 
mayor.

AAP Councillors To Delhi Civic Body: 
Debar Aldermen From Voting Today

New Delhi: The council-
lors of AAP on Sunday 
wrote to MCD’s presid-
ing officer seeking de-
barment of aldermen 
from voting in election of 
mayor, deputy mayor and 
Standing Committee on 
February 6, saying that 
if it happens, it will be 
an insult to the people of 
Delhi. Aam Aadmi Par-
ty’s 134 councillors said 
nominated members can-
not vote in accordance 
with the Constitution and 
the DMC Act. The Delhi 
municipal House is set to 
convene on Monday to 
elect a mayor for the city 
after failing to complete 
the poll in two previous 
attempts. The council-

lors have raised their 
concerns regarding BJP’s 
conduct preceding the 
election which “shows an 
intention to influence and 
manipulate the exercise”, 
according to the letter. 
“This is to reiterate that 
as per the Article 243 R of 
the Constitution of India 
and as given in the Pro-
viso to Section 3 (b)(i) of 
the Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration Act, 1957, the 
nominated members (al-
dermen) are not entitled 
to vote in the elections,” 
the letter said. Section 
3(b)(i) of the Delhi Mu-
nicipal Corporation Act, 
1957 states that “...the 
persons nominated under 
this-clause shall not have 

the right to vote in the 
meetings of the Corpo-
ration.” ‘’It is, therefore, 
the bounden duty of the 
Protem Speaker of MCD 
to respect the law of the 
land Constitution of In-
dia and ensure that these 
laws debarring the nomi-
nated members from vot-
ing are implemented in 

letter and spirits in the 
ensuing election to the 
post of Mayor, Dy Mayor 
and Standing Commit-
tee of the MCD,” read 
the letter.”We, therefore, 
humbly request you that 
under no circumstance, 
the nominated members 
(aldermen) be allowed 
to vote in the upcom-

ing elections of Mayor, 
Dy Mayor and Standing 
Committee. Any attempt 
on the part of the nomi-
nated councillors (Al-
derman) to vote in the 
... election will be direct 
affront and insult to the 
mandate of the people of 
Delhi which had sent the 
Aam Aadmi Party with 
a majority to the MCD 
in the 2022 elections,” it 
added. The first two ses-
sions -- held on January 
6 and January 24 -- were 
adjourned by the presid-
ing officer without elect-
ing a mayor following a 
ruckus and acrimonious 
exchanges among the 
members of the BJP and 
the AAP. 

Delhi has a spring in its 
step ahead of G20

NEW DELHI: A treat 
is in store for Delhi 
residents with a host of 
events being planned 
over the next few days 
in the backdrop of the 
G20 summit. A two-day 
food festival at Talkatora 
Stadium, beginning on 
February 11, will be fol-
lowed by a cultural event 
at Nehru Park on Febru-
ary 19. In between, a Tu-

lip Festival will kick off 
at Shanti Path on Febru-
ary 14 and continue till 
February 28. A Flower 
Festival at Central Park 
(March 11-12) will usher 
in the spring season. The 
string of events, which 
will see participation 
from the G20 member 
nations, will conclude 
with a mini-marathon 
on March 12. NDMC’s 

two-day food festival at 
Talkatora Stadium will 
be centered around the 
themes of “Taste the 
World” and “Internation-
al Year of Millets”. It will 
give food enthusiasts an 
opportunity to taste vari-
ous international delica-
cies under a single roof. 
An NDMC official said: 
“We have invited 29 
countries to participate 
in the food festival. We 
will provide the required 
space and other on-site 
logistic support to all par-
ticipants. The G20 mem-
ber countries and other 
guest nations will bring 
their own chefs, man-
power and materials for 
the preparation of various 
delicacies.” A dedicated 

Delhi Lt Governor’s Office Refused 
Timely Appointment To Arvind Kejriwal

New Delhi: Amid a pow-
er tussle between Delhi 
Lieutenant Governor VK 
Saxena and the AAP dis-
pensation, government 
sources claimed on Tues-
day that the LG office has 
“refused” to give “timely 
appointment” to Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
for a meeting. No imme-
diate reaction was avail-
able from the LG office to 
the claim made by Delhi 
government sources. The 
LG had written to Mr 
Kejriwal on Monday in-
viting him for a meeting 
to discuss governance-
related issues, amid dif-

ferences between the two 
sides. Arvind Kejriwal 
had accepted the invi-
tation in a letter to Mr 
Saxena, saying, “I will 
fix up a convenient time 
with your office.” “The 
LG had yesterday invited 
the Chief Minister for 
discussion over existing 
conflict on governance 

powers. But the LG office 
refused to give timely ap-
pointment to the Chief 
Minister, saying the LG 
is very busy and can-
not meet before Friday,” 
one of the sources said. 
Mr Kejriwal had earlier 
questioned the LG over 
the appointments of the 
presiding officer and al-
dermen of the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi and 
Haj Committee members 
by him, saying if his role 
as the “administrator” of 
Delhi meant “bypassing” 
the elected government. 
“administrator” of Delhi 
meant “bypassing.

2 Arrested For Cheating Railway Job Seekers 
New Delhi: In a major 
breakthrough, Delhi Po-
lice’s Economic Offenc-
es Wing has arrested a 
67-year-old man and his 
43-year-old accomplice 
for being part of a gang 
that scammed 28 people 
from Tamil Nadu of ₹ 
2.68 crore with the prom-
ise of a job and “training” 
them in counting trains 
at New Delhi Railway 
Station, officials said 
on Sunday. Sivaraman 
V, who hails from Co-
imbatore in Tamil Nadu 
was arrested from gov-
ernment servant quarter 
here on Mahadev Marg, 
while his accomplice, Vi-

kas Rana, who is a resi-
dent of Govindpuri, was 
arrested from Darjeeling 
where he had been hid-
ing, they said. Police said 
Sivaraman, a freelancer, 
was ready to do any job 
to make easy money 
while Rana, who worked 
at National Museum of 
Natural History as an 

educational assistant but 
had quit his job in March 
2022. At least three teams 
of EOW worked to crack 
the case, police said. 
Police have identified 
a 35-year-old Satender 
Dubey from Bihar as the 
kingpin of the gang. He 
lived in southwest Del-
hi’s Uttam Nagar. Dubey, 

along with an accomplice 
of his, 24-year-old Rahul 
Chaudhary, are on the 
run, police said. Accord-
ing to Rana, it was Dubey 
who had contacted him to 
place two people in con-
tractual positions in his 
department at the Natural 
Museum of Natural. Rana 
got the two people placed 
and was paid ₹ 6,000 for 
each placement, a senior 
police officer told PTI. 
”Later, Dubey floated the 
idea of engaging in a big-
ger scam and discussed 
his plan with Rana. He 
knew that Rana was in 
debt and had got his kid-
ney operation done in 

2017 for which he had 
also taken ₹ 2 lakh loan 
from a bank and had to 
return money to others as 
well. Taking advantage 
of his financial crisis, 
Dubey convinced Rana to 
join him and dupe people 
on the pretext of getting 
them jobs in Indian Rail-
ways,” he said. As part of 
the plan, Rana posed as 
a deputy director of the 
Northern Railway office 
in Delhi. He received the 
cheated amount from one 
Subbusamy via online 
transaction as well as in 
cash. Rana always met 
the victims outside for 
collection of money.

23-Year-Old Man Arrested For Last 
Year’s Murder In Delhi’s Bhalswa Dairy

New Delhi: A 23-year-
old man, who is the 
prime accused in a mur-
der case in outer Delhi’s 
Bhalswa Dairy area last 
year, has been arrested by 
the Delhi Police’s Crime 
Branch, officials said on 
Sunday. Gautam Kumar, 
a resident of Bhalswa 
Dairy, had been abscond-
ing since the incident last 
October. Police said his 
two accomplices -- Istek-

ar alias Rocky and Ajay 
-- were already arrested 
and efforts on to nab a 
fourth accused, identified 

as Rizwan. The murder 
took place over a mon-
etary dispute, they said. 
On how Kumar was ar-

rested, Special Commis-
sioner of Police (Crime) 
Ravindra Singh Yadav 
said their team received 
information that a person 
wanted in a murder case 
in Bhalswa Dairy area 
would come near the 
Bhalswa lake. Delhi Man 
Kills Father For Refus-
ing To Give Money For 
Drugs, Arrested Delhi 
Man Kills Father For Re-
fusing.

“Even Parliament Says Delhi’s Air Quality Has 
Improved”: Arvind Kejriwal

New Delhi: Even Parlia-
ment has acknowledged 
that the air quality in 
Delhi has improved sig-
nificantly, Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal said on 
Sunday, citing a news re-
port. He credited the con-
tinued efforts of Delhiites 
for the improvement in 
the air quality. Taking to 
Twitter, Kejriwal shared 
a screenshot of a news 

report which stated that 
the Economic Survey 
2022-23 mentioned that 
the number of ‘good’, 

‘satisfactory’ and ‘mod-
erate’ air quality days in-
creased to 197 in 2021 as 
compared to 108 in 2016. 

“Even the country’s Par-
liament has accepted that 
the air quality in Delhi 
is improving. This is the 
result of the continued ef-
forts of Delhiites. Every 
difficult task is possible 
when you are determined 
to do it. Similarly, we 
have to further improve 
the air quality in future,” 
the chief minister said 
in a tweet in Hindi. The 
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‘Why did BJP Negotiate Ceasefire....”: Shashi 
Tharoor Hits Back on Criticism

New Delhi: Why did 
the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) negotiate a 
ceasefire and sign a joint 
statement with former 
Pakistan President Per-
vez Musharraf, if he was 
`anathema to all patriotic 
Indians`, Congress leader 
Shashi Tharoor said on 
Monday. Tharoor`s re-
marks came while hitting 
out at criticism from the 
BJP drawn at him after 
his tweet condoling the 
demise of the former 
Pakistan military ruler by 
calling him a “real force 
for peace”. “Question to 
BJP leaders frothing at 
the mouth: if Musharraf 
was anathema to all patri-
otic Indians, why did the 
BJP government negoti-
ate a ceasefire with him in 
2003 & sign the joint Va-
jpayee-Musharraf state-
ment of 2004? Was he not 
seen as a credible peace 
partner then?” Tharoor 
said in his tweet. Earlier, 
Tharoor had said, “I was 
raised in an India where 
you are expected to speak 

kindly of people when 
they die. “I was raised in 
an India where you are 
expected to speak kindly 
of people when they die. 
Musharraf was an impla-
cable enemy and was re-
sponsible for Kargil but 
he did work for peace w/
India, in his own interest, 
2002-7. He was no friend 
but he saw strategic ben-
efit in peace, as did we,” 
Tharoor said. by Tabool-
aSponsored Links a ‘Dr.’ 
to your name Golden 
Gate University This is 
an opportunity for India 
citizens. ESCLAW Thar-
oor on Sunday condoled 

the demise of the former 
Pakistan military ruler 
stating that though he 
was once an implacable 
foe of India, he became 
a real force for peace be-
tween 2002-2007.”`Per-
vez Musharraf, Former 
Pakistani President, Dies 
of Rare Disease`: once 
an implacable foe of In-
dia, he became a real 
force for peace 2002-
2007. I met him annu-
ally in those days at the 
UN and found him smart, 
engaging and clear in his 
strategic thinking. RIP,” 
Tharoor said in a tweet. 
Tharoor`s post brought 

fierce criticism from the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party. Union Minister 
Rajeev Chandrashekhar 
hit out at Tharoor saying 
his post “best describes 
Cong” (Congress). Chan-
drashekhar while taking 
to Twitter, slammed the 
party for finding peace 
in a person who “in-
flicted terror a backstab-
bing conflict and tortured 
our soldiers in violation 
of every International 
law”.”Nothing like a 
proper military thrash-
ing for Fatcat Pak Dicta-
tor Generals to become 
a “force for peace” and 
develop “clear strate-
gic thinking”. Not with-
standing many lives lost 
n Intl laws violated n 
harm caused all around, 
these Generals will have 
their admiring fans in 
India (sic),” Minister of 
State for Electronics and 
Information Technology 
Rajeev Chandrasekhar 
wrote in his tweet. In 
another tweet, Chan-
drasekhar said, “That 

a former Cong Foreign 
Min (a party that refused 
to celebrate Kargil Vijay 
Diwas till 2010) wud 
think that a Pak General 
who inflicted terror, a 
backstabbing conflict n 
tortured our Soldiers in 
violation of every Intl 
law, wud be a “force for 
peace” - best describes 
Cong. “Musharraf passed 
away on Sunday at a hos-
pital in the UAE after a 
prolonged illness, report-
ed Daily Pakistan. Mush-
arraf was Pakistan`s 
army chief during the 
Kargil war between In-
dia and Pakistan. The 
conflict between the two 
countries is believed to 
have been orchestrated 
by Musharraf without the 
knowledge of the then 
Pakistan Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif. Musharraf 
was the tenth president of 
Pakistan after a success-
ful military coup in 1999. 
He served as the 10th 
Chairman Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Committee of Paki-
stan.

Indians seeking American visa 
appointments can now go to US     

embassies abroad
Those seeking an ap-
pointment for US B1 and 
B2 visa (travel and busi-
ness) urgently and want-
ing to avoid long waiting 
periods in India can now 
travel to other countries 
to the US embassy or 
consulate. The US mis-
sion in New Delhi on 
Friday announced that 
this new facility has been 
opened in Thailand and 
will soon be made acces-
sible in other countries. 
“Do you have upcoming 
international travel? If 
so, you may be able to get 
a visa appointment at the 
U.S. Embassy or Consul-
ate in your destination. 
For example, @USEm-
bassyBKK has opened 
B1/B2 appointment ca-
pacity for Indians who 
will be in Thailand in the 
coming months,” US em-
bassy, India, tweeted. On 
average, the waiting pe-
riod in India’s northeast-
ern Kolkata state is 589 
days, and 638 days in 
Mumbai, as opposed to 
just 14 days in Bangkok. 

The US has been acceler-
ating work to reduce the 
longer waiting hours to 
process visas for Indians. 
From arranging special 
interviews for first-time 
applicants and expand-
ing the strength of con-
sular workers, to holding 
“special Saturday inter-
view days” on January 
21, the US embassy has 
been implementing a 
multi-pronged approach 
to reduce the delays. 
For applicants with prior 
US visas, the US State 
Department has also in-
stituted remote process-
ing of interview waiver 
instances. More than 
250,000 additional B1/
B2 appointments were 

made public two weeks 
ago by the US mission in 
India. A senior US visa 
officer told PTI news 
agency recently that the 
US is “putting every 
ounce of its energy” into 
reducing the lengthy visa 
wait time in India. This 
includes sending a team 
of consular officers to 
the nation and making 
its other overseas em-
bassies, including those 
in Germany and Thai-
land, open to Indian citi-
zens seeking visas. India 
has been one of the few 
countries where applica-
tions for US visas saw a 
major upswing after Co-
vid-related travel restric-
tions were lifted.

National Green Hydrogen Mission To Give 
New Direction To India: PM Modi

Karnataka: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
today said that the Na-
tional Green Hydrogen 
Mission would give a 
new direction to India in 
the 21st century. While 
addressing people at the 
India Energy Week 2023 
event, in Bengaluru, Kar-
nataka, PM Modi said, 
“We are working on mis-
sion mode to increase our 
Energy Mix Natural Gas 
Consumption by the year 
2030.” He added, “Apart 
from this, another sector 
in which India is taking 
the lead in the world is 
that of green hydrogen.” 
“The National Green Hy-
drogen Mission will give 
a new direction to India 
in the 21st century,” he 
stated. He lauded Banga-
lore for “brimming” with 
the energy of technology, 
talent and innovation. 
“Like me, you too must 

be feeling the youthful 
energy here,” he stated 
while adding that this is 
the first significant ener-
gy event of India’s G-20 
Presidency calendar. In-
dia has unparalleled op-
portunities in the field of 
energy sector develop-
ment. India stands tall 
as regards the processes 
of development of en-
ergy resources and en-
ergy transition; this will 
truly build a great future 

for the nation in the 21st 
century, he further stated. 
Budget A “Silent strike 
On Poor” By Modi Gov-
ernment: Sonia Gandhi 
Budget A “Silent strike 
On Poor” By Modi Gov-
ernment: Sonia Gandhi 
India Ready To Help: PM 
Modi After Earthquake 
In Turkey Kills Hundreds 
India Ready To Help: PM 
Modi After Earthquake 
In Turkey Kills Hundreds 
PM Modi To Inaugu-

rate India Energy Week, 
Open Helicopter Factory 
In Karnataka Today PM 
Modi To Inaugurate India 
Energy Week, Open He-
licopter Factory In Kar-
nataka Today He praised 
the country for thriving 
during the pandemic due 
to COVID-19 and said 
that whatever had been 
the ‘external circum-
stances’, the ‘internal 
resilience’ of India kept 
her standing firm even 

during the storms. “India 
has been a global bright 
spot in 2022 despite the 
effects of the pandemic 
and war,” he further 
stated. “Today, there 
has been a change in the 
quality of life for crores 
of people in India. Today 
crores of people are com-
ing out of poverty and 
reaching the level of the 
middle class,” he said. 
He further said that mul-
tiple factors have been 
there behind this strength 
of the country - the first 
is ‘Stable Decisive Gov-
ernment’, the second 
is ‘Sustained Reforms’ 
and the third is ‘Socio-
economic empowerment 
at the grassroot levels’. 
PM Modi unveiled the 
twin-cooktop model of 
the solar cooking system, 
developed by Indian Oil, 
at the India Energy.

Tripura Polls: Congress Promises 
Free Electricity, Old Pension Scheme

Agartala: The Congress 
manifesto for the Tripura 
Assembly election prom-
ised old pension scheme 
for government employ-
ees, 50,000 new jobs, 
increase in wages of ag-
ricultural labourers and 
free 150 units of electric-
ity, if the party is voted to 
power. At the release of 
the Congress manifesto 
on Sunday, senior leader 
and lone party MLA Su-
dip Roy Barman said a 
20-point programme has 

been chalked out keep-
ing in mind the welfare 
of poor and middle class 
people. In the manifesto, 
the party has focussed 
on employment, welfare 
of employees, poor and 
middle class people, he 
said. “The old pension 
scheme for the employ-
ees will be brought back 
if the party is voted to 
power in the Assembly 
elections. Besides, gov-
ernment employees will 
get dearness allowance 

hike twice in a year ...”, 
Roy Barman said. Em-
ployment in the govern-
ment sector will be done 
on a regular basis, he 
said, adding that 50,000 
job opportunities will 
be created in the next 
five year. “The wages of 
tea garden, agricultural 
labourers and other la-
bourers will be increased 
based on the consumer 
price index”, he said, 
adding integrated pack-
age would be given for 
socio economic develop-
ment of minority people. 
Roy Barman said a realis-
tic approach will be made 
to solve the problem of 
10,323 retrenched teach-
ers and SSA teachers will 
be given better remuner-
ation. The Congress also 
favours empowerment of 
Tripura Tribal Areas Au-
tonomous District Coun-
cil.

AAP To Move Supreme Court As Delhi 
Civic Body Fails To Elect Mayor Again

New Delhi: After the Delhi 
municipal House was ad-
journed for the third time in 
a month without electing a 
mayor, AAP leader Atishi 
on Monday said the party 
will move the Supreme 
Court so that the polls can 
be held in a “court-moni-
tored manner”. The munici-
pal House failed to elect a 
mayor on Monday after 
a ruckus erupted over the 
nominated members being 
allowed to vote in the elec-
tion to the post. Soon after 
the Municipal Corporation 
of Delhi (MCD) House as-

sembled around 11:30 am, 
after a delay of half an hour, 
Presiding Officer Satya 
Sharma announced that al-
dermen will be allowed to 
vote in elections to the posts 
of mayor, deputy mayor and 
Standing Committee mem-
bers which will be held si-
multaneously. This drew 
protests from AAP council-
lors. Party leader Mukesh 
Goel said aldermen can’t 
vote. After emerging from 
the House, AAP leader Ati-
shi told reporters, “We will 
go to the Supreme Court, 
and we will go today itself 

so that the mayoral elections 
can be held in a court-mon-
itored manner.” Supreme 
Court Gets 5 New Judges. 
Chief Justice Administers 
Oath Of Office Supreme 

Court Gets 5 New Judges. 
Chief Justice Administers 
Oath Of Office Centre To 
File Petition Over Supreme 
Court’s Remarks On Sik-
kimese Nepalis Centre To 

File Petition Over Supreme 
Court’s Remarks On Sik-
kimese Nepalis Supreme 
Court To Get 5 New Judges 
Today Supreme Court To 
Get 5 New Judges Today 
The first two sessions of the 
House -- held on January 6 
and January 24 -- were ad-
journed by the presiding 
officer without electing a 
mayor following a ruckus 
and acrimonious exchanges 
between the members of the 
BJP and the AAP. Accord-
ing to the Delhi Municipal 
Corporation (DMC) Act, 
1957.

Will Raise Adani Issue in Parliament: 
Congress President Malliakrjun Kharge
New Delhi: Congress Presi-
dent and Leader of Opposi-
tion in Rajya Sabha Mal-
likarjun Kharge on Monday 
said that the opposition 
would raise the Adani issue 
in Parliament as the gov-
ernment especially Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is 
silent on the issue. “We will 
raise Adani issue in Parlia-
ment. Government is silent 
on such a big issue, espe-
cially PM Modi,” Kharge 
said. Meanwhile, Congress 
Lok Sabha MP Adhir Ran-
jan Chowdhury said that the 
opposition has made a strat-
egy for Parliament over the 
Adani issue. “We will have 

a meeting now. The entire 
opposition will come to-
gether; the discussion will 
be done and a decision will 
be made. It`s not an issue of 
Congress only, but that of 
India`s common people,” 
he said. Chowdhury also at-
tacked Union Finance Min-

ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
over her remarks that “op-
position is doing hypocrisy 
over Adani issue.” “I would 
like to advise Nirmala Sith-
araman that democracy, in-
stead of autocracy, should 
continue in India. 

Yemenis’ wait for war crimes justice lingers
The Yemen crisis con-
tinues. It has completed 
eight years. The country’s 
internal political factions 
and Saudi-led military in-
tervention have spawned 
the catastrophe. The in-
tractable civil war initially 
has gradually transformed 
into a full-blown tragedy 
leading to the deaths of 
millions, especially chil-

dren and women. And it 
has added more numbers 
to the international refu-
gee crisis. The real tragedy 
lies in blatant violation of 
all universal norms set by 
the UN and prescribed by 
the international humani-
tarian laws. The rules and 
principles of the global 
humanitarian framework 
provide full protection to 

all civilians and others who 
are not participating in the 
war. In fact, all sets of inter-
national humanitarian law 
demands and normally en-
sures from the conflicting 
groups the greatest possi-
ble measures to reduce hu-
man suffering during the 
conduct of fighting. There-
fore, these laws clearly dis-
tinguish between military 

objectives and civilian ob-
jectives. The final objective 
is to minimise harm to civil 
society. What has been ob-
served in Yemen is flouting 
all humanitarian restric-
tions while pursuing mili-
tary objectives. It has led to 
disproportionate attacks 
over civilian targets. Thus, 
many civil society organ-
isations and global human 

right agencies are claim-
ing that indiscriminate and 
disproportionate attacks 
carried out by the warring 
parties in Yemen are akin 
to war crimes. As long as 
there have been conflicts 
and wars, attempts have 
been made by internation-
al jurists and other experts 
to define “war crimes”. 
However, only by the 20th 

century, the very concept 
of war crime was defined in 
the legal sense of the term. 
According to the UN, a war 
crime is a serious breach of 
international law commit-
ted against civilians or en-
emy combatants during an 
international or domestic 
armed conflict.
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 Modi Sarkar Needs To 
Act Like A Government
Arun Shourie once said 
the Modi Government 
manages the headlines, 
not the economy. He was 
right, as a quick look at 
economic growth over the 
past few years can tell you. 
Still, what’s the economy? 
Just jobs and livelihoods, 
right? It isn’t lives. Per-
haps not even Shourie 
would have expected that 
when it comes to a deadly 
pandemic, the government 
would again be more fo-
cused on the headlines 
than on saving Indians’ 
lives. Certainly, that seems 
to be the impression we’re 
left with, especially over 
the past week. The Hindu-
stan Times, for example, 
reported that 300 top of-
ficials of the union gov-
ernment participated in a 
session meant to “manage 
perception” and “create a 
positive image of the gov-
ernment” so that it could 
“be seen to be sensitive, 
quick, responsive, hard-
working, etc.”. The work-
shop focused on ensuring 
that bureaucrats with ac-
cess to their ministers pro-
vided “timely inputs” - not 
on the fight against Covid, 
but to make sure “the nar-
rative is positive”. This 
discussion was presided 
over by a member of the 
Union Cabinet, the Infor-
mation and Broadcasting 
Minister. Nor is this a one-
off. The Foreign Minister 
also briefed Indian am-
bassadors last week about 
countering the “one-sided” 
narrative in international 
media about the govern-
ment’s “incompetent” 
handling of the second 
wave. Any government is 
entitled to deploy some of 
its time and resources to-
wards ensuring its side of 
the story gets out. Indeed, 
if you don’t do that, you 
can be paralysed by the 
public reaction - witness 
what happened to UPA-II. 
But who could defend the 
current administration’s 
focus on narrative manage-
ment at a time when cases, 
hospitalisations and deaths 
are widespread? Any In-
dian today would ask the 
government one question: 
why are you surprised that 
there are so many negative 
stories about the pandem-
ic? Do you really think that 
you have handled it well 
enough to avoid these neg-
ative stories? As a report 
in Mint pointed out, even 
hardcore BJP voters, ac-
tivists and full-time party 
workers are, in UP What-
sApp groups, sharply criti-
cising the government’s 
denialism and maladmin-
istration. If even your own 
partymen are upset and 
angry, why do you think 
the media is going to cover 
your pandemic response 
positively? You know how 
you get positive coverage? 
By doing positive things. 
Address the real prob-
lems - oxygen, beds, mis-
information. Apparently it 
hasn’t even occurred to the 
Modi Sarkar that the safest 
way to more positive sto-
ries is by doing a good job. 
But the union government 
has spent the past months 
first denying that a second 

wave could happen; then, 
by ignoring the wave when 
it was visible but not over-
whelming; then, by shift-
ing the problem on to state 
governments; and now, 
unsurprisingly, by tack-
ling “messaging”. This 
has been, by and large, 
their playbook for any ma-
jor problem over the past 
seven years. Why should 
a murderous virus be any 
different? It is remarkably 
easy to see this dynamic 
in action. In response to 
any statement about union 
government failings or 
inaction over the past 
weeks, several responses 
will come in swiftly. First, 
that this is exaggerated. 
Second, actually the Con-
gress is responsible for 
this wave because they 
asked questions about Co-
vaxin’s hasty regulatory 
approval without Phase 3 
data. Third (if the state-
ment is published in or by 
a foreign media outlet), 
that it is racist and insen-
sitive, or (if domestic, it is 
unpatriotic. Fourth, it is all 
Uddhav Thackeray’s fault 
because the new variant 
emerged from Maharash-
tra. (This one makes as 
much sense as blaming the 
RSS because it was first 
detected in Nagpur.) Or, 
of course, it is Kejriwal’s 
fault, didn’t Mamata also 
campaign, Vijayan’s state 
has the most cases, Ama-
rinder let the farmers come 
to Delhi, have you seen 
video from Baghel’s state, 
etc., etc. (The same people 
anxious to blame Ud-
dhav/Kejriwal/Amarinder/
Mamata/Vijayan/Baghel 
never seem to also blame 
Adityanath, for some rea-
son.) And, finally, when 
everything else runs out: 
“It is a pandemic. What 
can Modi do? Be positive. 
Your negativity itself is 
killing people. Everyone 
should be together at this 
time.” This reaction is fine 
for social media. But the 
government can’t run like 
that. You’re a union gov-
ernment, not a WhatsApp 
group. Over and over dur-
ing the pandemic, it’s tak-
en negative stories going 
viral for the government 
to actually respond. Ex-
cept it responds primarily 
to check the narrative, and 
only then to do what it is 
supposed to. Consider the 
story recently that donated 
oxygen concentrators and 
other medical goods from 
abroad were lying in air-
ports waiting for Customs 
clearance. The govern-
ment swiftly tried to coun-
ter the narrative by saying 
that everything had been 
assigned to states, etc., 
etc. But the fact is that the 
standard operating proce-
dure for these allocations 
was issued only on May 2, 
a week after the aid started 
arriving, and after people 
began to ask questions. A 
similar story seems to have 
been the case about the 
situation with Covid-19 
in foreign embassies in 
Delhi. Only after negative 
stories about diplomats 
asking opposition leaders 
for oxygen cylinders.

New Report Shows Alarming Changes 
in the Entire Global Water Cycle

Floods devastated Paki-
stan in 2022. Photo: Ab-
dul Majeed/European 
Union CC BY 2.0 For the 
first time, we’ve drawn 
on those many terabytes 
of data to paint a full pic-
ture of the water cycle 
over a year for the entire 
globe, as well as for indi-
vidual countries. Glob-
ally, the air is getting 
hotter and drier, which 
means droughts and risky 
fire conditions are devel-
oping faster and more 
frequently. Global tem-
peratures will continue 
to increase until green-
house gas emissions are 
cute. New records will 
continue to be broken: 
for heatwaves, cloud-
bursts, flash droughts, 
bushfires and ice melt. 
In 2022, a third La Niña 
year brought much rain 
to Australia and South-
east Asia and dry condi-
tions to the other side of 
the Pacific. These pat-
terns were expected, but 
behind these variations 
there are troubling signs 
the entire global water 
cycle is changing. Our 
research team watches 
the global water cycle 
closely. We analyse ob-
servations from more 
than 40 satellites that 
continuously monitor the 
atmosphere and Earth’s 
surface. We merge those 
with data from thousands 
of weather and water 
monitoring stations on 
the ground. For the first 
time, we’ve drawn on 
those many terabytes of 
data to paint a full picture 
of the water cycle over a 
year for the entire globe, 
as well as for individual 
countries. The findings 
are contained in a re-

port released on January 
11. The key conclusion? 
Earth’s water cycle is 
clearly changing. Glob-
ally, the air is getting 
hotter and drier, which 
means droughts and risky 
fire conditions are devel-
oping faster and more 
frequently. The year in a 
nutshell In 2022, a third 
consecutive La Niña in-
fluenced weather around 
the world. Three La Niña 
years in a row is unusual 
but not unprecedented. 
A La Niña is an oceanic 
event in which sea sur-
face temperatures are 
cooler than normal in the 
central and eastern tropi-
cal Pacific and warmer 
than normal in the west-
ern Pacific. The phenom-
enon strengthens easterly 
trade winds that bring 
rain to southeast Asia 
and Australia. In 2022, 
La Niña combined with 
warm waters in the north-
ern Indian Ocean to bring 

widespread flooding in a 
band stretching from Iran 
to New Zealand, and al-
most everywhere in be-
tween. The most devas-
tating floods occurred in 
Pakistan, where about 8 
million people were driv-
en out of their homes by 
massive flooding along 
the Indus River. Austra-
lia also experienced sev-
eral severe flood events 
throughout the year – 
mostly in the east, but 
also in Western Austra-
lia’s Kimberly region at 
the very end of the year 
and into 2023. As is typi-
cal for La Niña, the rain 
was much less plentiful 
on the other side of the 
Pacific Ocean. A multi-
year drought in the west-
ern United States and 
central South America 
saw lakes fall to historic 
lows. Another year of 
drought also decimated 
crops and led to a rapidly 
worsening humanitar-

ian situation in the Horn 
of Africa. Major water-
related events in 2022. 
Photo: Global Water 
Monitor 2022 Summary 
Report A change in the 
rains Although our data 
do not suggest a change 
in average global rain-
fall, there are troubling 
trends in several regions. 
The monsoon regions 
from India to Northern 
Australia are getting wet-
ter. Parts of the Americas 
and Africa are getting 
drier, including the west-
ern United States, which 
experienced its 23rd 
year of drought in 2022. 
Monthly rainfall total re-
cords appear intact. But 
rainfall over shorter peri-
ods is becoming increas-
ingly intense in many 
regions. As our report 
highlights, intense rain-
fall events struck com-
munities across the globe 
in 2022 – from Brazil, 
Nigeria and South Africa 

to Afghanistan, India and 
Pakistan. The downpours 
caused flash floods and 
landslides, killing thou-
sands and leaving many 
thousands more without 
a home. Growing popu-
lation pressures are push-
ing ever more people 
into floodplains and onto 
unstable slopes, mak-
ing heavy rain and flood 
events even more dam-
aging than in the past. A 
hotter, drier world Aver-
age global air tempera-
tures are rising. While 
La Niña years are histori-
cally relatively cool, that 
effect is largely lost in the 
upward march of global 
temperatures. Heatwaves 
are increasing in sever-
ity and duration and this 
was noticeable in 2022. 
Apart from being natu-
ral disasters in their own 
right, heatwaves and un-
seasonally high tempera-
tures also affect the water 
cycle. In 2022, intense 
heatwaves in Europe and 
China led to so-called 
“flash droughts”. These 
occur when warm, dry 
air causes the rapid evap-
oration of water from 
soils and inland water 
systems. In 2022, many 
rivers in Europe ran dry, 
exposing artefacts hid-
den for centuries. Air is 
not only getting warmer 
but also drier, nearly ev-
erywhere. That means 
people, crops and eco-
systems need more water 
to stay healthy, further 
increasing pressure on 
water resources. Dry air 
also means forests dry 
out faster, increasing the 
severity of bushfires. In 
2022, the western US 
experienced major fires 
in January, in the middle 
of Northern Hemisphere 

winter. Warmer tempera-
tures also melt snow and 
ice faster. The Pakistan 
floods were made worse 
by a preceding intense 
heatwave that increased 
glacier melt in the Hima-
layas. This raised river 
flows even before the 
rains hit. Climate change 
is not the only way hu-
manity is changing the 
water cycle. There has 
been a steady increase 
in the volume of lakes 
worldwide. This is most-
ly due to individuals and 
governments construct-
ing and enlarging dams 
to secure their access 
water, which changes 
river flows downstream. 
Welcome to the future 
La Niña’s influence ap-
pears to be waning, and a 
switch to an El Niño half-
way through this year is 
possible. Hopefully, that 
will mean fewer flood di-
sasters in Asia and Ocea-
nia and more rain for 
drought-affected regions 
in the Americas and East 
Africa. Australia, how-
ever, may see a return to 
heatwaves and bushfires. 
In the longer term, 2023 
may mark the start of an-
other multi-year drought. 
The seesawing between 
El Niño and La Niña is 
a natural phenomenon. 
But it remains to be seen 
whether the triple La Niña 
was a statistical fluke or a 
sign of disruption from 
climate change. If La 
Niña or El Niño stays 
around longer in future, 
we’re likely to experi-
ence deeper droughts and 
worse floods than seen to 
date. Humanity’s success 
in reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions will deter-
mine the planet’s future.

Does Pathaan’s Phenomenal Success Mark the 
Start of a Pushback Against Hate?

The verdict was 

out on the very day of 
its release. Pathaan, the 
Shah Rukh Khan starrer, 
was set to be a block-
buster. And so it is – in 
the first week after it 
hit the theatres, the film 
has grossed over Rs 600 
crore worldwide, and 
over Rs 300 crore in the 
domestic market. Chi-
nese Construction of Wa-
terfalls in the building 
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is shattering all manner 
of box-office records as 
screaming, ecstatic fans 
throng cinema halls ev-
erywhere and lap up the 
gorgeous King Khan’s 
latest turn as a Mission 
Impossible-style action 
hero (but did we ever see 
such jaw-dropping abs 
on Tom Cruise?), a pa-
triot nonpareil, prepared 
to shed the last drop of 
his blood to save his 
country, and, indeed, the 

world. The monster suc-
cess of Pathaan is not 
just an affirmation of the 
57-year-old Shah Rukh 
Khan’s mesmeric hold on 
the public imagination. It 
is not merely proof that 
even after three decades 
in the film industry, SRK 
has what it takes to de-
liver a giant hit and lift 
Bollywood out of the 
doldrums into which it 
had fallen in the wake 
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Also read: With 
Pathaan, Shahrukh Gives 
His Fans What They’ve 
Been Missing All These 
Years The success of 
Pathaan is also exhilarat-
ing because it shows that 
despite the best efforts 
of some of our political 
leaders to spread hate 
and divisiveness, Indi-
ans retain their essential 
humanism. They can and 
will reject hate after a 
point, especially if its ob-
ject is to vilify that which 
they hold dear. Hindutva 
activists at a film theatre 
screening Pathaan in 
Madhya Pradesh. Photo: 
Video screengrab. The 
right-wing fusillade 
against Pathaan started 
more than a month before 
it was released. Narottam 
Mishra, the home minis-
ter of Madhya Pradesh, 

who is usually first off 
the block when it comes 
to banning this or that 
for their alleged moral 
turpitude, decreed that 
the film’s song Besharam 
Rang, featuring a stun-
ning Deepika Padukone 
in a variety of skimpy 
swimwear, was picturised 
with noxious intent. Her 
saffron bikini was par-
ticularly objectionable, 
the BJP leader said, and 
declared that unless the 
offensive bits were ex-
cised, the film may not be 
shown in the state. What 
happened next followed 
an all too familiar pat-
tern: the call to oppose 
the movie was quickly 
picked up by the proxies 
of Hindutva groups and 
their troll armies on social 
media. Until the movie 

released on January 25, 
#BoycottBollywood and 
#BoycottPathaan trended 
on social media, right-
wing goons ripped off 
the movie’s posters, and 
one wondered if Pathaan 
would suffer the same 
fate as Aamir Khan’s 
Laal Singh Chaddha, 
which got a lukewarm re-
ception, due in part to a 
vicious campaign against 
yet another Khan who 
bestrides Bollywood. 
Also read: Bollywood Is 
a Major Target for Right 
Wing Groups Looking 
for Signs of ‘Hindu-
phobia’ But perhaps the 
common man had had 
enough. When the guns 
were trained on one more 
beloved icon, who hap-
pened to be Muslim, 
perhaps it simply did 

not go down well with 
people. Perhaps they re-
called SRK’s ordeal in 
2021 when his son Aryan 
was kept behind bars and 
denied bail for almost 
a month, on charges of 
drug use which could not 
be proven. Perhaps they 
remembered the way the 
superstar had maintained 
a dignified silence on the 
episode, even though 
it stank of unabashed 
persecution. And when 
Pathaan released in the 
face of this pumped-up, 
manufactured hate, per-
haps people decided to 
repudiate it by showing 
up in droves at the the-
atres. ADVERTISING 
Sure, the movie is a fast-
paced crowd-pleasing 
cocktail of spectacular 
action scenes, deshbhak-
ti, evil Pakistani general, 
a deadly tussle between 
“good Indian” and “bad 
Indian”, and a comely 
Pakistani spy (played by, 
who else, but the long-
stemmed Deepika Padu-
kone). And it has a sub-
text that is of significance 
in these communally po-
larised times. The hero is 
an orphan – he does not 
know if he was born a 
Hindu or a Muslim – and 
was christened ‘Pathaan’ 
after he saved an Afghan 

village from a missile at-
tack. In other words, his 
only identity is that of a 
patriotic Indian who will 
always be on the side of 
the good. That Pathaan is 
a hit is not a surprise. But 
would the scale of it have 
been as mind-boggling if 
King Khan not been per-
ceived to have been un-
justly targeted? After all, 
the film is also gloriously 
mindless in parts and re-
quires you to suspend 
disbelief in large doses. 
In truth, the euphoric re-
sponse to Pathaan, one 
that is pushing its revenue 
collection o stratospheric 
levels, is an outpouring 
of love and support for 
a superstar who shuns 
controversy but has evi-
dently not pledged his fe-
alty to the powers that be. 
The mood of the people 
was not lost on the poli-
ticians, and BJP leaders, 
including the prime min-
ister himself, suddenly 
started urging people not 
to give calls for boycot-
ting films. In other words, 
if the pushback against 
hate is strong enough, its 
purveyors will backtrack. 
And therein lies the real 
triumph of Pathaan. You 
never know what will 
trigger a popular revolt 
against the poison of di-
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Carbon Tunnel Vision 
Dominates the Climate 

Crisis Narrative

Representative image 
of land degradation. Pho-
to: CIFOR/Flickr CC BY 
NC ND 2.0 The climate 
crisis is embedded in a 
breakdown of the larger 
socio-ecological system, 
wherein solving carbon 
will not necessarily solve 
the crises we are in. The 
West has been push-
ing a carbon-obsessed 
mitigation narrative. The 
same hard push is not 
observed for solving the 
multitude of crises in the 
Global South, even in In-
dia. While we admit that 
there are many frame-
works and conventions 
to address non-emission 
issues, funding and com-
mitment have failed to 
reflect the urgency to 
solve the problems. The 
27th Conference of Par-
ties (COP27) concluded 
its annual meeting at 
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, 
in November 2022. For 
two weeks a year during 
COP, the world hyper 
focuses on carbon emis-
sions. Yet emissions are 
only one part of a much 
larger problem. The cli-
mate crisis is embedded 
in a breakdown of the 
larger socio-ecological 
system, wherein solving 
carbon will not necessar-
ily solve the crises we are 
in. Recognising this, gov-
ernments from around the 
world reached a historic 
agreement at the 15th 
United Nations Conven-
tion on Biological Diver-
sity (COP 15) last month 
to halt and reverse nature 
loss by 2030. While this 
is indeed positive news, 
we need to reflect on the 
multiple socio-ecological 
system crises that we 
face while being tasked 
with the additional bur-
den of solving the global 
emissions problem. So-
cio-ecological systems 
and justice Socio-eco-
logical systems comprise 
a deeply interconnected 
relationship between 
society and nature. Ac-
tivities in either sphere 
have profound implica-
tions for the other. In the 
Global South, especially 
in India, our bare neces-
sities for survival (food 
and water) are highly 
dependent on socio-eco-
logical systems, with an 
emphasis on local. For 
instance, our predomi-
nantly rural population 
does not have access to 
centralised water supply 
systems but is dependent 
on streams, groundwater 
systems, or spring sheds 
for water. The degrada-
tion of local socio-eco-
logical systems can have 
significant global impli-
cations. The loss of the 
Amazon forest in Brazil 

has negative impacts on 
native communities and 
the world’s atmospheric 
balance. These tropical 
rainforests, often called 
the ‘lungs of the planet’, 
are essential to regulate 
carbon dioxide and oxy-
gen concentrations in 
our atmosphere, which 
affect populations liv-
ing outside the borders 
of the Amazon. Carbon 
emissions also have dire 
global consequences 
but will have to be miti-
gated through local so-
cio-ecological systems; 
the strength of our local 
socio-ecological systems 
will reflect how much we 
can mitigate. The Global 
South with its develop-
mental aspirations has the 
challenge of navigating 
through the climate crisis 
while neck-deep in other 
socio-ecological crises. A 
singular focus on carbon 
emissions will be a symp-
tomatic treatment that 
ignores the complexity 
of a deeply intertwined 
socio-ecological system 
that is slowly decaying. 
Also Read: India Pitches 
for Climate Finance In-
ternationally, But Pri-
oritises ‘Development’ 
at Home The crises The 
West has been pushing a 
carbon-obsessed mitiga-
tion narrative. The same 
hard push is not observed 
for solving the multitude 
of crises in the Global 
South, even in India. Our 
lands are degrading (be-
coming less productive) 
at an alarming rate, and 
60% of these lands, af-
fecting the most margin-
alised communities in the 
country. The topsoil of 
29.5 million hectares of 
rainfed agricultural lands 
is simply washing away, 
causing land degrada-
tion and desertification 
in India. As a party to 
the United Nations Con-
vention to Combat De-
sertification, we pledged 
land degradation neutral-
ity by 2030. This is no 
small feat to achieve as 
we are currently losing 
more land to degradation 
and desertification than 
we are reclaiming. This 
has significant implica-
tions for India’s net-zero 
target as land degrada-
tion is a major source 
of greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Also, India’s food 
security and the grow-
ing economic disparity 
between rural and urban 
areas will increase with 
further degradation of 
our socio-ecological sys-
tems. Let us not forget 
that our water resources 
are not faring well either. 
We are the largest user 
of groundwater in the 
world, and our supplies 
are running dry. Ground-

water spurred the Green 
Revolution that made In-
dia a food-secure nation. 
This might have been the 
need of the hour; howev-
er, the widespread over-
extraction of groundwa-
ter resources has led to 
its alarming decline. In 
20 years, about 60% of 
our aquifers will have 
been critically exploited. 
Dependence on ground-
water has also exposed a 
mass of our population to 
arsenic and fluoride tox-
icity, causing an endemic 
health emergency across 
India’s rural geogra-
phies. A woman irrigates 
a field with groundwater. 
Photo: IWMI/Flickr CC 
BY NC ND 2.0 Amidst 
all of this, we have the 
responsibility of acting 
to solve the global emer-
gency – climate change. 
There are also expecta-
tions from India to con-
tribute to the ‘loss and 
damage’ fund and pay 
carbon border taxes, both 
of which Indian negotia-
tors at COP27 rejected. 
While we admit that 
there are many frame-
works and conventions 
to address non-emission 
issues, funding and com-
mitment have failed to 
reflect the urgency to 
solve the problem(s). A 
‘carbon tunnel vision’ (a 
phrase coined by Dr Jan 
Konietzko, Maastricht 
University) ignores the 
multiple socio-ecological 
system crises that we face 
to focus only on emis-
sions and/or reduces all 
the other crises to a solv-
able emissions problem. 
Both are erroneous. In a 
country that has been de-
scribed by eminent econ-
omists Jean Drèze and 
Amartya Sen as ‘pockets 
of California in a sea of 
Sub-Saharan Africa’, we 
simply cannot afford to 
ignore the multitude of 
crises that we face to ac-
commodate the interests 
of the Global North. The 
arguments presented in 
this article are not meant 
to divert policy focus 
from carbon emissions 
but rather to elevate the 
other crises to the extent 
to which carbon emis-
sions are debated (and 
rightfully so because of 
their widespread impact 
across the globe) and to 
recognise the embedded-
ness of the crisis in socio-
ecological systems. The 
developing world cer-
tainly has a role to play 
in mitigating carbon, and 
India has demonstrated 
this through our nation-
ally determined contri-
bution commitments on 
expanding the share of 
renewables and by re-
leasing the Long-Term 
Low Emission.

19th Century’s Hindu Nationalism Was Flawed 
But Had Purpose. Now, We Have Only Hate

For the past few years, 
the political discourse 
that has emerged from 
the corridors of power 
is dominated by Hindu-
ism and yet more Hindu-
ism. Our power holders 
have restored temples, 
called into question the 
existence of mosques, 
catapulted environmental 
disaster in the Himalayan 
region to facilitate pil-
grimages, and terrorised 
minorities. Now they are 
trying to rewrite history 
to focus on the glories 
of ancient India with-
out verification and sans 
methodology. Chinese 
Construction of Water-
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same time there is un-
easiness and insecurity 
in the corridors of power. 
Scholars with debatable 
credentials are on the 
selection committees of 
prestigious universities. 
Their task is to ensure 
that no one, but no one, 
who possesses the gift of 
critical scholarship is ap-
pointed to faculties. Dis-
senters are jailed. Above 
all we have begun to hear 
the chant that India is the 
‘mother of democracy’. 
The last claim is bound 
to evoke ridicule among 
democrats across the 
world. History shows us 
that democracy was first 
invented in ancient Ath-
ens. The etymological 

basis of democracy is the 
demos, which is a Greek 
word for populace. But 
democracy in Athens had 
nothing to do with mod-
ern forms of democracy 
that were hammered into 
shape through revolu-
tions in the 18th century, 
notably in France. These 
introduced the belief that 
power emanates from 
the people, and that the 
people have rights inde-
pendent of the govern-
ment. The nation is also 
an invention of the 18th 
century. Both these con-
cepts belong to political 
modernity based on indi-
vidualism, or the primacy 
of the individual and his 
capacity to think and act 
rationally [it was always 
a ‘he’ in those days]. In-
dividualism is, of course, 
a progeny of capitalism: 
the consumer in the mar-
ketplace. Standing above 
all concepts of political 
modernity is the nation 
state, which is now seen 
as one of the greatest 
blunders of history. The 
historian Eric Hobsbawm 
told us that when history 
is yoked to the cause of 
nationalism it causes 
more deaths than those 
wrought by irrespon-
sible builders. Tired of 
ethnic wars, towards the 
end of the 20th century 
and the cessation of the 
Cold War, scholars began 
to conceive regional and 
global organisations and 
their attendant ideology 
of cosmopolitanism and 
global justice. Today we 
are, once against caught 
up in an era of hyper-
nationalism based on 
the presumed glories of 

ancient India. This is, of 
course, not the first time 
that ancient India has 
been yoked to the creation 
of a national identity. The 
leaders of our national 
movement skipped 500 
years of history; a history 
marked by a remarkable 
fusion of ideas, language, 
architecture, painting, 
and music, and went 
back to Vedic India. This 
was a historical mistake 
because it laid the seeds 
of animus and exclusion 
against minorities. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
along with UP Governor 
Anandiben Patel, Chief 
Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath, RSS chief Mohan 
Bhagwat and others per-
form Bhoomi Pujan ritu-
als for the construction 
of the Ram Mandir, at 
Ayodhya on August 5. 
Photo: PTI The two na-
tionalist projects But this 
is not the point I wish to 
labour on. I wish to argue 
that there is a vital dif-
ference between the way 
ancient India was yoked 
to the project of creat-
ing a national identity in 
the 19th century, and to-
day’s project of control-

ling the country through 
invocations of Hinduism 
that took shape in ancient 
times. In the 19th cen-
tury, public intellectuals 
positioning themselves 
against colonial officials 
and missionaries invoked 
the ancient past to create 
a unique identity for In-
dia, but also to critique 
contemporary practices 
of Hinduism as violative 
of the essence of the re-
ligion. The past served 
to criticise the present. If 
an ancient leader of the 
time of the Upanishads, 
the Buddhist period or 
later classical age were 
to be set down in modern 
India, wrote Aurobindo 
Ghose in The Founda-
tions of Indian Culture, 
he would “see his race 
clinging to forms and 
shells and rags of the past 
and missing nine-tenths 
of its nobler values…he 
would be amazed by the 
extent of its later degen-
eracy, its mental poverty, 
immobility, static rep-
etition, the comparative 
feebleness of the creative 
institution, the long ste-
rility of art, the cessation 
of science.” Earlier, this 

despondency had been 
expressed by Ram Mo-
han Roy, popularly hailed 
as the father of the Indian 
Renaissance. Roy [1772-
1833] was among the first 
to ask the question – who 
are we? His response 
catapulted the thorny is-
sue of how Indians could 
recover self-respect and 
forge a collective self, 
into a nascent public 
sphere. Given the context 
of his times, he launched 
the project of understand-
ing the past to speak to 
western audiences, and 
to counter attacks by 
Christian missionaries on 
what they considered an 
inferior form of religion. 
He began his exposition 
by accepting that the 
Hinduism of his day was 
sadly wanting. Writing in 
a deeply regretful tone to 
a friend, John Digby, in 
England on January 18, 
1928, Roy complained 
that the Hindu commu-
nity was immersed in 
‘gross idolatry’ and pe-
culiar beliefs. “I regret to 
say that the present sys-
tem of religion adhered to 
by the Hindus is not well 
calculated to promote 
their political interest. 
The distinction of castes, 
introducing innumerable 
divisions and sub-divi-
sions among them has 
entirely deprived them 
of patriotic feeling, and 
the multitude of religious 
rites and ceremonies and 
laws of purification have 
totally disqualified them 
from undertaking any 
difficult enterprise…It 
is, I think, necessary that 
some change should take 
place in their religion

Muslim Supremacy’ Is Yet Another Bogey 
Rasied by Mohan Bhagwat and RSS

Several Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) bigwigs, 
including Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, claim 
repeatedly that India is a 
“Vishwaguru” (teacher to 
the world). But Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh 
chief Mohan Bhag-
wat recently accused 
Muslims of practising 
a “boisterous rhetoric 
of supremacy”, advis-
ing them to abandon it. 
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But if India has really 
become a global leader, 
why should Muslims – 
who constitute 15% of 
the country’s population 
– abandon this rhetoric? 
is this an exercise that 
is only reserved for the 
majority Hindu com-
munity? Another related 
question is, are Indian 
Muslims really indulging 
in “boisterous rhetoric of 
supremacy”? By all in-
dicators of development, 
they are way behind the 
majority Hindu com-
munity. Before Indepen-
dence, when India had 
more than 25% Muslim 
population, there may 
have been some Muslim 

leaders who had a supe-
riority complex. But their 
numbers were small and 
all of them would have 
crossed over to live in 
Pakistan. Before Inde-
pendence, there might 
have been some takers of 
the RSS’s view of Mus-
lim superiority. But it 
seems that in the last 75 
years, the organisation 
has learnt nothing. They 
are still engaged in Hin-
du-Muslim polarisation 
in secular India. It seems 
that the RSS and its chief 
have not come out from 
the pre-Independence 
mindset. They do not 
seem to realise that by 
claiming that Muslims 
are indulging in the rhet-
oric of supremacy, they 
are unconsciously expos-
ing their own inferior-
ity complex. The Sangh 
parivar appears to be a 

confused lot. They claim 
that Hindu civilisation is 
the Vishwaguru, but at 
the same time say that 
Muslims indulge in the 
rhetoric of supremacy. 
By instilling a feeling in 
the mind of the majority 
community that Muslims 
are superior – when the 
case is not so – Bhagwat 
and other Sangh leaders 
are doing a disservice to 
Hindus. They must un-
derstand that psychology 
plays a crucial role in the 
development of any com-
munity or nation. There 
is a difference between 
the rhetoric of supremacy 
and being superior. Even 
for the sake of argument, 
if one accepts Bhagwat’s 
assertion that Muslims 
indulge in the “boister-
ous rhetoric of suprema-
cy”, it does not make any 
difference. They are ac-

tually not so. Thus, there 
is no need to keep 80% of 
the population of India in 
constant fear. Any nation, 
community or country 
can become superior by 
its deeds, and not just by 
making fantastic claims. 
It is meaningless even if 
the Muslims are indulg-
ing in this rhetoric and 
are living in a fool’s para-
dise. Let them remain so. 
After all, it is not a crime. 
Should a personality like 
the RSS chief issue such 
a trivial statement? Also 
Read: What Lies Behind 
Mohan Bhagwat’s Justi-
fication of Hate Speech 
and Violence? Apart from 
this, Bhagwat’s refer-
ence to a 1,000-year war 
is also meaningless. He 
was obviously hinting to-
wards the repeated inva-
sions from foreign lands, 
especially by Muslims. 

No doubt, Muslim con-
querors did invade India 
and ruled it for several 
centuries. But this was 
not an unusual phenom-
enon. Attacks from the 
northwest of India were a 
regular occurrence since 
the days of Alexander. 
But then, India was not 
a single geographical en-
tity like it is today. It was 
divided into several small 
kingdoms. So when the 
Muslims or even the Brit-
ish came, they did not 
fight the whole of India, 
but relatively small rul-
ers. Even Ibrahim Lodhi 
was the ruler of a small 
part of North India when 
he was defeated by the 
invading army of Babur 
in 1526. Lodhi’s army 
had Hindu soldiers too. 
This was followed by the 
defeat of Rana Sangha, a 
Rajput king. Calling the 
Delhi Sultanate or Mu-
ghal Empire as Muslim 
rule would be a misno-
mer. Many historians are 
of the view that from the 
reign of Akbar to Baha-
dur Shah Zafar, it was 
the combined rule of the 
Mughals and Rajputs. 
Most of the rulers had 
Rajput wives and Rajputs 
had a substantial pres-
ence in the court a n d 
army. In a coun- t r y 
that has more than 100 
crore Hindus, it is bizarre 
to raise the bogey of 
Muslim superiority.
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“Seriously Impacted Relations”: China 
On US Shooting Down ‘Spy’ Balloon

Beijing: A US decision 
to shoot down a Chi-
nese balloon that Bei-
jing claimed had veered 
off course has “seriously 
impacted and damaged” 
relations between the two 
countries, China’s for-
eign ministry said Mon-
day. The aircraft, which 
Washington said was a 
spy balloon, had spent 
several days flying over 
North America, lead-
ing the United States to 
call off a planned visit 
to Beijing by Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken. 
Washington on Satur-
day said a fighter jet had 
shot it down off the coast 
of South Carolina, be-
cause of what it called 
Beijing’s “unacceptable 
violation” of American 
sovereignty. Beijing pro-
tested the move, claim-
ing the balloon was a 
civilian aircraft that was 
blown off course, and on 
Sunday lodged an official 
complaint with the US 
embassy in China. “The 

United States’ actions 
have seriously impacted 
and damaged both sides’ 
efforts and progress in 
stabilising Sino-US re-
lations since the Bali 
meeting,” vice foreign 
minister Xie Feng said 
in the complaint, accord-
ing to a foreign ministry 
statement. He was refer-
ring to a summit between 
presidents Joe Biden and 
Xi Jinping in November. 
Beijing, the statement 
added, “is paying close 
attention to the develop-
ment of the situation” 
and “reserves the right to 

make further necessary 
reactions”. Pentagon offi-
cials on Friday described 
the airship as a “high-
altitude surveillance bal-
loon”, adding that Wash-
ington had taken steps to 
block it from collecting 
sensitive information. A 
day after Pentagon offi-
cials said another balloon 
had been spotted some-
where over Latin Amer-
ica, air force officials in 
Colombia said an object 
with “characteristics sim-
ilar to those of a balloon” 
had been detected Friday 
and “monitored until it 

Hong Kong To Begin Trial Of 47 Prominent 
Pro-Democracy Figures TodayHong Kong: The trial 

of 47 of Hong Kong’s 
most prominent pro-de-
mocracy figures begins 
Monday, in the largest 
prosecution under a na-
tional security law that 
has crushed dissent in 
the city. The proceed-
ings are expected to last 
more than four months, 
and the defendants face 
up to life imprisonment 
if convicted. Those on 
trial represent a cross-
section of Hong Kong’s 
opposition -- includ-
ing legal scholar Benny 
Tai, former lawmakers 
Claudia Mo, Au Nok-hin 
and Leung Kwok-hung, 
and democracy activ-
ists Joshua Wong and 
Lester Shum. They are 
charged with “conspiracy 
to commit subversion” 
for organising an unof-
ficial primary election. 
According to authorities, 
they were trying to topple 
Hong Kong’s govern-
ment, while the defen-
dants say they are being 
prosecuted for practising 

normal opposition poli-
tics. Their stated aim was 
to win a majority in the 
city’s partially elected 
legislature, which would 
allow them to veto bud-
gets and potentially force 
the resignation of Hong 
Kong’s leader. That vote 
was ultimately scrapped 
and Beijing installed 
a new political system 
that strictly vets who can 
stand for office. The 47 
were charged en masse 
under the national secu-

rity law that China im-
posed in 2020, after huge 
and often violent pro-de-
mocracy protests. Beijing 
says the law was needed 
to curb unrest, but critics 
say the crackdown on the 
opposition has eviscer-
ated the city’s autonomy 
and political freedoms. 
Fair or farce? Dennis 
Kwok, a former opposi-
tion lawmaker who now 
lives in the United States, 
described the trial as “a 
complete farce”. “Sub-

version is a crime that 
used to require someone 
who threatened to use 
violence... to overturn 
the regime,” Kwok told 
AFP. “It doesn’t include 
people who simply run 
for office and pledge to 
use their public office to 
force the government to 
respond to the demands 
of the people they rep-
resent.” Prosecutors and 
government supporters 
see the unofficial primary 
differently. “I would as-

sume if your intent is to 
bring down the govern-
ment, then that must be 
unlawful,” said Ronny 
Tong, a veteran lawyer. 
A city transformed While 
Hong Kong has never 
been a democracy, it en-
joyed far more freedoms 
than mainland China. 
The national security 
law has transformed the 
city’s political landscape 
as well as its common 
law legal traditions, re-
fashioning Hong Kong’s 
courts to more closely 
resemble the mainland’s. 
The law also empowered 
China’s security appa-
ratus to operate openly 
in the city. Judges who 
sit on national security 
cases are handpicked 
by the city’s leader and 
there has not yet been 
a trial in front of a jury. 
Most of the defendants in 
this case -- 34 out of 47 
-- have been jailed for al-
most two years. The few 
granted bail have to abide 
by strict conditions, in-
cluding speech.

7.8 Magnitude Earthquake Jolts     
Turkey; 31 Dead, Buildings Damaged

Ankara: More than 30 
people have died after 
a powerful earthquake, 
measuring 7.8 on the 
Richter Scale, jolted 
central Turkey early on 
Monday and was fol-
lowed by another strong 
temblor. The earthquake 
was centred about 33 ki-
lometers (20 miles) from 
Gaziantep, a major city 
and provincial capital. It 
was about 26 kilometers 
(16 miles) from the town 
of NurdagiIt was centred 
18 kilometres (11 miles) 
deep, according to the 
US Geological Survey. 
The tremors were felt in 

Lebanon, Syria and Cy-
prus, according to Turkey 
media reports. The south-
ern region of Gaziantep 
- one of Turkey’s key in-
dustrial and manufactur-
ing hubs - borders Syria. 
According to reports, the 
earthquake triggered pan-
ic among the residents 
forcing them to flee their 
homes and gather out-
side in the open on a cold 
winter night. At least 31 
were killed, and the toll 
is expected to rise fur-
ther. People on the street 
shouted up to others in-
side a partially toppled 
apartment building, lean-

ing dangerously, reported 
news agency PTI Austin 
said he has “not seen any 
hard data that directly 
links the Covid mandate 
to an effect on our re-
cruiting.” And Deputy 
Pentagon Press Secretary 
Sabrina Singh said the 
mandate “appears to have 
very minimal impact on 
recruiting,” and that do-
ing away with it “would 
impact the readiness of 
the force.” Singh also 
said that the majority of 
respondents to a survey 
spanning from January to 
September 2022 said the 
mandate did not change 
the likelihood they would 
consider joining the mili-
tary. Rescue workers and 
residents using flash-
lights were searching 
through piles of tangled 
metal and concrete rub-
ble in one of the stricken 
cities. Turkey authori-
ties had earlier said there 
were no casualties, but 
several videos posted on 
social media platforms 
showed the earthquake 
damaged.

‘We Belong to Allah...’ PML-N Supremo Nawaz on 
Pak’s Former President Demise

Heavy Snow Hits Alps, Avalanches 
Kills 9 in Austria, Italy

Frankfurt: Nine people 
died in avalanches in 
Austria and Italy over the 
weekend as heavy snow 
and school holidays drew 
skiers into the Alps, with 
some of the victims dying 
after skiing in unmarked 
areas despite warnings of 
elevated avalanche risk, 
police said. On Sunday 
a snow plow driver in 
East Tirol in Austria re-
covered dead after being 
swept away. In Oetztal a 
32-year-old Chinese ski-
er died, while in Zillertal 
a 17-year-old male from 
New Zealand was buried 
and in Kleinwalsertal a 
55-year-old German man 
missing since Friday was 
found dead. More than a 
dozen avalanches were 
reported in the Tirol re-
gion of Austria alone and 
authorities had set the 
warning level at four on 
a scale of five and urged 
caution. A 31-year-old 

German woman was 
killed on Saturday in 
the South Tirol region of 
Italy when a Snowmass 
broke loose at 2,200 me-
ters (7,200 feet) near the 
Limo Pass some 80 kilo-
meters (50 miles) east of 
Bolzano, the dpa news 
agency reported. Rescue 
efforts were complicated 
by 120-kilometre-per-
hour (75-mile-per-hour) 
winds; her body was re-

covered from under 2.5 
meters (8.2 feet) of snow. 
Another woman skiing 
with her was freed from 
the snow unharmed. Oth-
er victims on Saturday in-
cluded a 29-year-old ski 
guide and his 33-year-old 
male guest who was ski-
ing away from prepared 
ski runs when a snow-
boarder set off an ava-
lanche above them in St. 
Anton in Austria.

London: Former Pakistan 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif has reacted to the 
demise of the ex-chief 
of army staff and for-
mer President General 
Pervez Musharraf. Tak-
ing to his official Twitter 
handle, Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
supremo wrote a verse in 
Arabia with the hashtag 
Pervez Musharraf. The 
verse loosely translated 
to English reads, “We 
belong to Allah, and to 
Him, we shall return. 
“Musharraf, who had 
been living in Dubai 
since 2016, passed away 
on Sunday. His mortal 
remains will be brought 
to Pakistan for burial, 
The Express Tribune re-
ported. Pakistan`s former 
President and chief of 
army staff were suffer-
ing from amyloidosis, a 
rare disease caused by a 
build-up of an abnormal 

protein called amyloid 
in organs and tissues 
throughout the body, The 
Express Tribune reported 
citing his family. The 
build-up of amyloid pro-
teins can make it difficult 
for the organs and tis-
sues to function properly. 
Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif condoled 

the demise of the ex-
chief of army staff and 
former President Pervez 
Musharraf. He tweeted, 
“I offer my condolences 
to the family of General 
(retd) Pervez Musharraf. 
May the departed soul 
rest in peace!” Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
leader Fawad Chaudhry 

also condoled the demise 
of Parvez Musharraf. He 
tweeted, “Pervez Mush-
arraf passed away, he was 
a great person, his friends 
proved to be small, al-
ways Pakistan first was 
his thought and ideology, 
may God have mercy on 
him. “Reacting to the 
news, Inter-Services Pub-

lic Relations (ISPR) said 
that the Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Commit-
tee (CJCSC) General 
Sahir Shamshad, and tri-
services chiefs expressed 
heartfelt condolences on 
the former army chief`s 
demise.”CJCSC and 
services chiefs express 
heartfelt condolences on 
the sad demise of Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf, 
former president, CJC-
SC, and chief of army 
staff. May Allah bless the 
departed soul and give 
strength to the bereaved 
family,” the military`s 
media wing said. Nota-
bly, Musharraf joined the 
Pakistan Army in 1964, 
as per The Express Tri-
bune report. He assumed 
the post of Chief Execu-
tive after imposing mar-
tial law in Pakistan in 
1999. Pervez Musharraf 
served as the President of 
Pakistan from 2001.

Massive earthquake kills over 600 people in Turkey, Syria
Turkish Vice-President Fuat Oktay said the death toll had now risen to 284, while 2,323 

people were reportedly injured, Xinhua news agency reported.
Ankara/Damascus: More 
than 600 people were 
killed and over 3,320 oth-
ers injured in Turkey and 
Syria after a massive earth-
quake measuring 7.8 on 
the Richter scale struck 
a wide area near the two 
countries’ border, accord-
ing to authorities. Turkish 
Vice-President Fuat Oktay 
said the death toll had now 
risen to 284, while 2,323 
people were reportedly in-
jured, Xinhua news agency 
reported. He also said that 
more than 1,700 buildings 
were damaged and at least 
78 successive earthquakes 
were recorded following 
the initial temblor with a 
maximum magnitude of 
6.6. In Syria, more than 
380 people lost their lives 
and nearly 1,000 others 
were injured. The power-
ful quake that occurred 
at 4.17 a.m. at a depth of 
17.9 km near the Turkish 
city of Gaziantep, was felt 
in Lebanon and Cyprus as 
well. The epicentre of the 
quake was in the Pazarcik 
district of Kahramanma-
ras province. According to 

Turkey’s Interior Minister 
Suleymon Soylu, 10 cities 
were the worst-affected — 
Gaziantep, Kahramanma-
ras, Hatay, Osmaniye, Adi-
yaman, Malatya, Sanliurfa, 
Adana, Diyarbakir and Kilis. 
In Gaziantep, at least 80 
people were killed, while 
70 died in Kahramanma-
ras. In Malatya province, 
north-east of Gaziantep, at 

least 47 people were killed, 
while Sanliurfa, to the east, 
there were 18 deaths. Oth-
er deaths were reported in 
various places including 
Diyarbakir and Osmaniye. 
In a statement, the Syrian 
Health Ministry said that 
of the overall fatalities, 
239 were reported from 
the provinces of Aleppo, 
Latakia, Hama and Tartus. 

The White Helmets rescue 
group, which operates in 
rebel-controlled areas of 
north-western Syria, said 
on Twitter that at least 147 
people had died there. 
Rescue operations are 
currently underway amid 
massive damages in the 
affected areas. The Syrian 
Ministry of Defence has 
put all its units on high 

alert to help the people 
directly affected by the 
earthquake and rescue 
those still stuck under the 
rubble. In the wake if the 
quake, the Transport Min-
istry suspended trains on 
all routes as a precaution-
ary measure. Meanwhile, 
Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad held an emergency 
meeting with his cabinet 
to discuss the repercus-
sions of the earthquake. 
The devastating temblor 
came as the region was un-
der a snowstorm expected 
to continue until Thursday. 
As a result of the quake, ex-
plosion occurred on a gas 
pipeline in Turkey’s south-
ern province of Hatay. 
The state-owned energy 
company BOTAS has sus-
pended natural gas flow 
to southern Gaziantep, 
Hatay and Kahramanmaras 
provinces. Monday’s earth-
quake is believed to be the 
strongest in Turkey since 
the magnitude 7.9 temblor 
that hit eastern Erzincan 
province in 1939, which 
killed 33,000 people.
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Meta to Block Ads Targeted at 
Teenagers Based on Gender

Meta, owner of Insta-
gram and Facebook, 
on Tuesday said it will 
stop allowing advertis-
ers to target ads at teens 
based on gender, as it 
fights accusations that 
its platforms are harm-
ful to young users. Be-
ginning in February, the 
social media giant said 
advertisers, the source of 
the company’s massive 
revenues, would only be 
able to use age and loca-
tion when targeting ads 

at teens globally. In an-
other break with practice, 
a teen’s previous activity 
on Meta-owned apps will 
no longer inform the ads 
they see, the company 
said. Why the EU Wants 
Details of Big Tech, Tel-
cos’ Investment Plans In 
a blog post, Meta said 
that the changes came 
because it recognizes 
“that teens aren’t nec-
essarily as equipped as 
adults to make decisions 
about how their online 

data is used for advertis-
ing.” Meta said that the 
changes reflected feed-
back from parents and 
experts and would com-
ply with new rules in sev-
eral countries on content 
geared at young people. 
The company formerly 
known as Facebook is 
facing increasing pres-
sure and fines to curb 
its practice of delivering 
narrowly targeted ads to 
its users, a practice that 
brings in billions of dol-

lars in revenue from ad-
vertisers every year. Why 
US Public Schools Are 
Suing Big Tech Over So-
cial Media Harm After 
a long legal tussle, the 
Silicon Valley titan was 
handed a Euro 390 mil-
lion (roughly Rs. 3,400 
crore) fine last week as 
part of a years-long tussle 
with the European Union 
over advertising. More 
worryingly for the firm 
founded by Mark Zuck-
erberg, European regula-
tors also rejected the legal 
basis Meta used to justify 
gathering users’ personal 
data for use in targeted 
advertising. Google and 
Apple have also faced 
investigations and fines 
by regulators for breach-
ing privacy laws through 
targeted ads. In the US, 
Meta and other social 
media giants have mostly 
faced scrutiny from local 
authorities, with nation-
wide laws blocked due 
to intense lobbying by 
tech giants and a politi-
cally divided Congress in 
Washington. 

Moto E13 Price in India Tipped Ahead of 
Launch, Could Be Under Rs. 7,000

Moto E13 is set to make 
its debut in India on Febru-
ary 8. Motorola has already 
launched this smartphone 
in some European mar-
kets, priced at EUR 119.99 
(roughly Rs. 10,600). Now, 
a reliable tipster has shared 
the supposed price range of 
this smartphone in India. It 
is believed that the Moto 
E13 could be placed in the 
sub-Rs. 7,000 segment. The 
company has also shared 
the specifications of this 
Motorola smartphone. It 
features a 6.5-inch IPS LCD 
screen and is powered by a 
Unisoc T606 SoC. Moto 
E13 price in India (ex-
pected) According to a post 
by tipster Debayan Roy 
(Twitter: @Gadgetsdata), 
the Moto E13 could cost 
between Rs. 6,499 and Rs. 
6,999 in India. Motorola is 
set to launch this smart-
phone in India on February 
8. It will come with 2GB 
RAM and 4G RAM op-
tions. The Moto E13 will 
be offered in Aurora Green, 
Cosmic Black, and Creamy 
White colours. Moto E13 
specifications, features This 
smartphone gets a 6.5-inch 
HD+ IPS LCD screen with 
a 60Hz refresh rate and a 
20:9 aspect ratio. Under the 

hood, the Moto E13 packs a 
UnisoC T606 SoC, coupled 
with a Mali-G57 MP1 GPU. 
This is a dual-SIM (Nano) 
smartphone that runs on An-
droid 13 (Go edition). Moto 
Edge 40 Pro Price, Ren-
ders, Specifications Surface 
Online For optics, the Moto 
E13 gets a 13-megapixel 
main camera on the back 
and a 5-megapixel selfie 
camera on the front. The 
handset gets up to 4GB of 
RAM and 64GB of onboard 
storage, which can be ex-
panded via microSD card 
(up to 1TB). Moto G73 5G, 
Moto G53 5G Launched 
Globally: Price, Specifica-
tions The Moto E13 offers 
Wi-Fi 802.11 a/b/g/n/ac 
and Bluetooth 5.0 wireless 
connectivity options. There 
is also a USB Type-C port 

and a 3.5mm headphone 
jack. Its 5,000mAh battery 
is said to last for up to 36 
hours and supports 10W 
wired charging. The hand-
set also has an IP52 dust 
and water resistance rating. 
a FHD IR camera, WiFi 6E, 
Bluetooth 5.2 and Alien-
ware Command Centre 6.0 
for gaming. It comes with 
a 97Whr battery, and it will 
be available with a dark 
metallic chassis and a moon 
aluminum finish with Leg-
end 3.0 design. Alienware 
M16 Alienware m16 speci-
fications The Alienware 
m16 comes with a 16-inch 
display that is available in 
two variants — one with a 
QHD+ panel with a 165Hz 
or 120Hz screen refresh rate 
and the other with a FHD+ 
panel with a 480Hz screen 

refresh rate. Both the vari-
ants come with Dynamic 
Display Switching technol-
ogy, NVIDIS G-SYNC and 
AMD FreeSync support. It 
is powered by the 13th-gen 
Intel Core processor that is 
coupled with NVIDIA Ge-
Force RTX or AMD Rade-
on graphic and up to 9TB of 
storage space. It comes in 
three keyboard options — 
a 1-zone backlit keyboard, 
a per-key AlienFX backlit 
keyboard and a CherryMX 
ultra low-profile mechani-
cal keyboard. It also fea-
tures support for Dolby 
Vision, Dolby Atmos, a 
FHD IR camera, Alienware 
Command Centre 6.0 for 
gaming and Legend 3.0 de-
sign. Alienware x16 speci-
fications The Alienware 
x16 comes with a 14-inch 
display that is a available 
in three variants– a QHD+ 
panel with 165Hz screen re-
fresh rate, and NVIDIA G-
SYNC+ advanced optimus 
support, a FHD+ panel with 
480Hz screen refresh rate, 
and NVIDIA G-SYNC+ 
advanced optimus support, 
and a QHD+ panel with 
240Hz screen refresh rate, 
and NVIDIA G-SYNC+ 
advanced optimus support.

Dizo Watch D Pro, Watch D Ultra With Over 
100 Sports Modes Launched in India

Dizo Watch D Pro, and 
Dizo Watch D Ultra have 
been launched as the lat-
est entrants to the Dizo 
smartwatch lineup from the 
Realme TechLife brand, 
Dizo. The Dizo Watch D 
Pro is powered by a custom 
Dizo D1 SoC and features 
Bluetooth calling support 
while running on a custom 
Dizo OS. Dizo Watch D Ul-
tra has been launched with 
an AMOLED screen. Both 
smartwatches come with 
three different strap co-
lour options - Blue, Black, 
and Grey. Dizo Watch D 
Pro price, availability Dizo 
Watch D Pro is set to launch 
on January 17 on the e-com-
merce website Flipkart at a 
launch price of Rs. 2,699. As 
previously mentioned, the 
smartwatch comes in three 
strap colour options - Blue, 
Black, and Grey. Customers 
who wish to buy the Dizo 
Watch D Pro may choose 
to get notified by Flipkart 
once the sale commences. 
Dizo, OEL to Manufacture 
Smartwatches Audio Wear-

ables in India: Details Dizo 
Watch D Ultra price, avail-
ability Dizo Watch D Ultra 
is set to launch on January 
12 on Flipkart at a launch 
price of Rs. 3,299. The 
Dizo Watch D Ultra, too, 
arrives in three strap colour 
options - Blue, Black, and 
Grey. Customers can also 
set up an alert on Flipkart 
for the launch of the Dizo 
Watch D Ultra. Dizo Watch 
D Pro specifications The 
Pro monikered latest entry 
from Dizo runs on Dizo OS 
and features a 1.85-inch dis-
play that delivers up to 600 

nits of peak brightness and 
supports 60Hz refresh rate. 
Dizo Watch D Pro is pow-
ered by a Dizo D1 SoC cou-
pled with an independent 
GPU and four times more 
RAM. This is, the company 
claims, to aid fluid scrolling 
and better animations on 
the Dizo Watch D Pro. Dizo 
Watch R Talk, Watch D Talk 
With SpO2 Tracking, Blue-
tooth Calling Debuts in In-
dia The smartwatch sports 
an aluminium frame with a 
physical button on the right-
facing side. Dizo Watch D 
Pro packs sensors for heart 

Apple iPhone Ultra for 2024 could be pricier than you think

Apple for some time has 
been rumored to launch 
an iPhone with the ‘Ul-
tra’ branding. While this 
year’s iPhone 15 lineup 
may or may not have a 
phone with the ‘Ultra’ 
moniker, the specs are 
said to be still upgraded, 

making the Pro lineup 
distinct from the vanilla 
models. Also Read - Ap-
ple iPhone 14 is selling 
with up to Rs 12,000 dis-
count on Flipkart: Check 
deal As per Bloomberg’s 
Mark Gurman, the com-
pany could launch an 

‘Ultra’ premium iPhone 
next year. And its pricing 
could make it an opulent 
device just like the Apple 
Watch Ultra. Also Read - 
Global smartphone ship-
ments see 15.4 percent 
fall from the previous 
year Apple’s 2024 iPhone 

Ultra may have distinct 
features at a distinct price 
Gurman in his newsletter 
has shed some light on 
what Tim Cook believes 
about the increasing 
price of the iPhone. Also 
Read - Apple has more 
than 2 billion active de-
vices worldwide “I think 
people are willing to re-
ally stretch to get the best 
they can afford in that 
category,” said Cook. 
As per Gurman, Apple 
has internally discussed 
introducing a higher-end 
iPhone to the top of its 
smartphone lineup. Con-
trary to previous news 
that said the Pro Max 
could be replaced with 
the Ultra, the journalist 
has now revealed that the 
Ultra could be a separate 
phone altogether. The 
iPhone Ultra for next 
year could have several 
features such as a better 
camera, a faster chip, and 
a larger display. Apple 
may also drop the charg-

ing port on the Ultra, if 
it decides to add some 
future-forward features. 
All of this could make 
the 2024’s iPhone Ul-
tra a pricier iPhone than 
ever. Apple has already 
used the Ultra branding 
on some of its products 
such as the Apple Watch 
and the top version of 
the M1 chip. While both 
are more expensive than 
their counterparts, they 
offer an edge either in 
features or performance. 
Similarly, The iPhone 
Ultra, as said above, may 
offer plenty of things 
over the other models 
but could arrive at an 
expensive price. This 
year, Apple may or may 
not bring an Ultra device 
but it is expected to add 
a periscope lens on the 
top-of-the-line model. 
Now remains to be seen 
what Apple calls its top-
of-the-line iPhone this 
year, iPhone 15 Pro Max 
or iPhone 15 Ultra.

Oppo Reno8 T 5G First 
Impressions: A Worthy Refresh?

Oppo’s Reno smartphones 
have typically had good 
cameras, along with some 
quirky features to woo 
customers. Oppo launched 
the Reno 8 series last year 
and for 2023, the brand has 
chosen to refresh the Reno 
8 (Review) with the new 
Reno 8T 5G first, instead of 
the Oppo Reno 9 which has 
already launched in China. 
The new Reno8 T 5G is 
priced at Rs. 29,999, which 
is exactly the same as the 
Reno 8 but lower than the 
Reno 8 Pro 5G (Review). 
Does the Reno8 T 5G live 
up to the hype that usually 
surrounds the Reno series? 
Here’s our first impressions 

of the device. The Oppo 
Reno8 T 5G is available in 
a single variant with 8GB 
of RAM and 128GB of stor-
age. It comes in two colour 
options, Sunrise Gold and 
Midnight Black in India. It 
will be available from Feb-
ruary 10 in offline and on-
line stores, such as Flipkart. 
The smartphone will com-
pete with the likes of the 
Realme 10 Pro+ (Review) 
and Redmi Note 12 Pro+ 
(Review) in India. Oppo 
Reno 8T Body Oppo Reno 
8T Body Oppo Reno8 T 5G 
weighs 171g and is 7.7mm 
thick The Oppo Reno8 T 
5G features a polycarbon-
ate body and chrome side 

rails that surprisingly does 
not attract a lot of finger-
prints. On the right side of 
the smartphone is the power 
button, while the volume 
buttons are on the left. The 
USB Type-C charging port, 
speaker grille, microphone 
and SIM tray are all located 
at the bottom of the smart-
phone. Oppo Reno 8 5G 
Review: Familiar Wine in a 
New Bottle? On the top, we 
have another microphone 
for noise cancellation and 
an additional speaker for 
stereo sound. The smart-
phone uses a hybrid SIM 
slot, which means you can 
either use a second SIM 
card or a microSD card. 
The Oppo Reno8 T 5G’s 
back panel is made of poly-
carbonate. It feels a little 
flimsy as there’s noticeable 
flex when you apply pres-
sure, which is unappealing. 
The back panel has a superb 
finish though, that does not 
attract fingerprints. The 
coating also changes colour 
depending on which angle 
you look at it. The Oppo 
Reno8 T 5G has a triple-
camera.

Government Bans Over 230 Betting, Loan Lending Apps 
With Chinese Links After Complaints of Extortion

In a major crackdown, 
the Central government 
has initiated the process 
to ban and block 138 
betting apps and 94 loan 
lending apps with Chi-
nese links on an ‘urgent’ 
and ‘emergency’ basis, 
top government sources 
said on Sunday. Minis-
try of Electronics and 
Information Technology 
(MeitY) is learnt to have 
taken the decision based 
on the recommendations 
of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA). As per 
sources, the MHA recom-
mended the MeitY this 
week to ban and block 
these apps, and the Min-
istry subsequently initi-
ated the process as per 
communication. Govern-
ment to Discuss PIB Fact 
Checks With Stakehold-
ers in February The move 
was taken after confirm-
ing that these apps attract 
Section 69 of the IT Act 
as they contain material 

which is prejudicial to 
sovereignty and integrity 
of India. The action be-
hind the move is based on 
several complaints of ex-
tortion and harassment of 
common people who had 
availed small amounts of 
loans through the mobile 
apps being run by those 
entities and persons. It 
is learnt that these apps 
are the brainchild of 
Chinese nationals who 
hired Indians and made 

them directors in opera-
tion. Government to Act 
Against Dubious Digital 
Loan Apps, Finance Min-
ister Says As per inputs, 
desperate individuals are 
lured into taking on a 
loan and then jacked up 
the interest by up to 3,000 
per cent annually. When 
the debtors were unable 
to repay the interest, let 
alone the entire loan, in-
dividuals representing 
these apps started harass-

ing those in debt. They 
sent them lewd messag-
es, threatening to release 
their morphed photos and 
shaming them with mes-
sages to their contacts. 
RBI, MeitY Ask Google 
to Act Against Illegal 
Digital Lending Apps: 
Report The matter came 
into the spotlight after a 
spate of suicides, particu-
larly in Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana, by those 
who opted for such loans 

or lost money to betting 
apps. States like Telan-
gana, Odisha and Uttar 
Pradesh as well as cen-
tral intelligence agen-
cies had then asked the 
Union Home Ministry to 
take action against these 
apps, sources said. Based 
on these inputs, the MHA 
started analysing 28 Chi-
nese loan lending apps 
six months ago. How-
ever, they found that 94 
apps are available on e-
stores and that others are 
working through third-
party links. It is learnt 
that many apps are now 
not available to down-
load on smartphones but 
sources say the betting 
apps and games are be-
ing downloaded through 
independent links or 
websites. The Ministry of 
Information and Broad-
casting (MIB) issued 
an advisory, stating that 
since betting and gam-
bling.
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4 Adani Group Stocks Rebound, Adani Ports Jumps 8%, 
New Delhi: Shares of 
four Adani Group firms, 
including Adani Enter-
prises and Adani Ports 
bounced back on Friday 
after facing heavy drub-
bing in the past six days. 
The stock of Adani En-
terprises rebounded 1.25 
per cent to settle at ₹ 
1,584.20 apiece on the 
BSE. During the day, it 
tumbled 35 per cent to ₹ 
1,017.10 -- its one-year 
low. Shares of Adani 
Ports also bounced back 
and climbed 7.98 per cent 
to ₹ 498.85 after fall-
ing 14.51 per cent to ₹ 
394.95 -- its one-year low 
-- during the day. Ambuja 
Cements rallied 6.03 per 
cent and ACC climbed 
4.39 per cent. Some Ad-
ani Group stocks revived 
post the confident state-
ment by TotalEnergies, a 
French energy company, 

raising the sentiment of 
the market, said Vinod 
Nair, Head of Research 
at Geojit Financial Ser-
vices. However, shares 
of Adani Transmission 
tanked 10 per cent, Adani 
Green Energy (10 per 
cent), Adani Power (5 per 
cent), Adani Total Gas (5 
per cent), Adani Wilmar 
(4.99 per cent), NDTV 
(4.98 per cent). Many 
of the group firms hit 
their lower circuit limits 
during the trade. Adani 
Group stocks have taken 
a beating on the bourses 
after US-based Hinden-
burg Research made a lit-
any of allegations in a re-
port, including fraudulent 
transactions and share 
price manipulation at the 
Gautam Adani-led group. 
Adani Row: Congress To 
Hold Nationwide Pro-
tests Today Adani Row: 

Congress To Hold Na-
tionwide Protests Today 
“Unusual Price Move-
ment In Stocks Of Busi-
ness Conglomerate”: 
SEBI “Unusual Price 
Movement In Stocks Of 
Business Conglomerate”: 
SEBI “Regulators Will 
Do Their Job”: Finance 
Minister On Adani Stock 
Crash “Regulators Will 
Do Their Job”: Finance 
Minister On Adani Stock 

Crash Adani Group has 
dismissed the charges as 
lies, saying it complies 
with all laws and disclo-
sure requirements. The 
10 listed Adani Group 
firms have faced a com-
bined erosion of over ₹ 
8.76 lakh crore in the 
past 6 days. French en-
ergy giant TotalEnergies, 
which had in past years 
taken stakes in two Ada-
ni group listed firms, on 

Friday said it has not per-
formed any re-evaluation 
of its holdings because of 
volatility in stock prices 
following allegations of 
fraud. In a statement, the 
French firm said its in-
vestment in Adani group 
entities were undertaken 
in full compliance with 
the Indian laws and its 
own internal governance 
processes. The company 
has a 37.4 per cent stake 
in Adani Total Gas Ltd 
and a 20 per cent holding 
in Adani Green Energy 
Ltd. “The board of Adani 
Enterprises Ltd., (AEL) 
decided not to go ahead 
with the fully subscribed 
FPO. Given the unprec-
edented situation and the 
current market volatil-
ity, the company aims to 
protect the interest of its 
investing community by 
returning.

Centre Likely to Increase Dearness Allowance of 
Employees and Pensioners by 4 % to 42 %

New Delhi: The central 
government is likely to in-
crease dearness allowance 
(DA) for its over one crore 
employees and pensioners 
by four percentage points 
to 42 per cent from existing 
38 per cent as per the agreed 
formula for the purpose. 
The dearness allowance for 
employees and pensioners 
are worked out on the ba-
sis of the latest Consumer 
Price Index for Industrial 
Workers (CPI-IW) brought 
out by the Labour Bureau 
every month. The Labour 
Bureau is a wing of the La-
bour Ministry.Talking to 
PTI, All India Railwaymen 
Federation, General Secre-
tary, Shiva Gopal Mishra 
said, “The CPI-IW for De-
cember 2022 was released 
on January 31, 2023. The 
dearness allowance hike 
works out to be 4.23 per 
cent. But the government 

does not factor in hiking 
DA beyond decimal point. 
Thus DA is likely to be in-
creased by four percentage 
points to 42 per cent.” He 
further explained that the 
expenditure department of 
the Finance Ministry will 
formulate a proposal to hike 
DA along with its revenue 
implication and will put 
up the proposal before the 
Union Cabinet for approval. 

The DA hike will be effec-
tive from January 1, 2023. 
Presently over one crore 
central government em-
ployees and pensioners are 
getting 38 per cent dearness 
allowance. Last revision in 
DA was done on September 
28, 2022, which was effec-
tive from July 1, 2022. The 
Centre had increased DA by 
four percentage points to 38 
per cent.

Elon Musk Cleared of Fraud Charges 
in Tesla Funding Secured Case

New Delhi: A court in 
the US has cleared Elon 
Musk in a class-action 
securities fraud over his 
tweets about taking Tesla 
private. The jurors de-
liberated for about two 
hours before reaching the 
verdict, called a “disap-
pointed” one by Nicholas 
Porritt, partner at Levi 
& Korsinsky, the firm 
representing the Tesla 
shareholders in the class 
action, reports CNBC. 
Musk tweeted that he 
is “deeply appreciative 
of the jury’s unanimous 
finding”. His lead coun-
sel Alex Spiro argued 
before the jury on Friday, 
saying “fraud cannot be 
built on the back of a con-
sideration”. (Also Read: 
GST Council to Meet on 
February 18; Tax on Pan 
Masala, Gutka Compa-
nies, Online Gaming Top 

Agenda) The controver-
sial 2018 tweets by Musk 
on taking Tesla private 
has come back to haunt 
him and he stands to lose 
billions. The plaintiffs 
have argued that Musk`s 
tweets about taking 
Tesla private, in which 
he said he had “funding 
secured”, led them to 
lose millions of dollars. 
(Also Read: Mastercard’s 
NFT Product Lead Chief 
Satvik Sethi Resigns, 
Citing Abuse and Emo-
tional Suffering) Musk 
had earlier admitted in a 
US court that he ignored 
his advisors and inves-
tors while tweeting about 
Tesla securing fund-
ing in 2018. In August 
2018, he tweeted: “Am 
considering taking Tesla 
private at $420. Funding 
secured.” “Sharehold-
ers could either sell at 

420 or hold shares & go 
private,” he added. The 
notorious tweet cost him 
his role as Chairman of 
Tesla. The August 2018 
tweet resulted in Musk 
and Tesla reaching a set-
tlement of fraud charges 
with the US SEC. The 
settlement included $40 
million in penalties, 
split equally between the 
company and Musk, and 
the removal of Musk as 
chairman of the Tesla 
board.The Twitter saga 
stretched throughout the 
year with Elon Musk had 
been having ifs and buts 
since he proposed the 
deal early this year. Fi-
nally, he had to conclude 
the deal by October end 
after facing a legal pres-
sure. Tesla Shareholders 
lost trust in Elon Musk 
as they believed Musk 
to get distracted from the 

“On The Brink Of Collapse”: Pakistan Oil 
Industry’s SOS Ahead Of IMF Meet

Islamabad: Oil compa-
nies in cash-strapped 
Pakistan have warned 
that the industry is on 
the “brink of collapse” as 
the dollar liquidity crisis 
persists and their cost of 
doing business balloons 
due to the rupee’s deval-
uation. The government 
removed the dollar cap 
to meet the International 
Monetary Fund’s (IMF) 
demand which resulted 
in the Pakistani rupee 
falling to a historic low 
of ₹ 276.58 in the inter-
bank market, according 
to a Geo News report. 
The IMF has set several 
conditions for resuming 
the bailout, including a 
market-determined ex-
change rate for the local 
currency and an easing 
of fuel subsidies, both 
conditions which the 
government has already 
implemented. In a letter 
to the Oil and Gas Regu-
latory Authority (OGRA) 
and Energy Ministry, 
the Oil Companies Ad-
visory Council (OCAC) 
said that the “sudden de-
preciation” of the rupee 
has caused losses worth 
billions of rupees to the 
industry as their letters 
of credit (LCs) are ex-
pected to be settled on 
the new rates, “whereas 
the related product has 
already been sold”, it 
said. The government has 

also restricted LCs due 
to dwindling foreign ex-
change reserves, which 
fell to USD 3,086.2 mil-
lion as of January 27, just 
enough to cover only 18 
days’ worth of imports, 
the report said. Paki-
stan is facing a balance 
of payments crisis and 
the plummeting value 
of the local currency is 
pushing up the price of 
imported goods. Energy 
comprises a large chunk 
of Pakistan’s import bill. 
The country typically 
meets more than a third 
of its annual power de-
mand, using imported 
natural gas, prices for 
which shot up follow-
ing Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. According to 

the OCAC, these losses 
not only have an impact 
on the profitability of the 
sector -- which is already 
under severe pressure 
-- but also on its viabil-
ity since these setbacks 
in some cases might ex-
ceed the “entire year’s 
profit for the sector”. 
“Although compensa-
tion for foreign exchange 
losses is allowed for LCs 
up to 60 days using PSO 
as a benchmark as per 
ECC approval of April 1, 
2020, our other Member 
Companies are unable to 
recover their entire losses 
due to import profile dif-
ferences with PSO,” Geo 
News quoted the OCAC 
as saying. “It is requested 
to urgently revise this 

mechanism and ensure 
that exchange losses of 
the sector are fully reim-
bursed if the viability of 
the industry and supplies 
to retail outlets are to be 
ensured,” the OCAC told 
the authorities. Pakistan, 
IMF At Odds Over 900 
Billion Rupees Fiscal 
Gap: Report Pakistan, 
IMF At Odds Over 900 
Billion Rupees Fiscal 
Gap: Report ‘Focus On 
Pakistan T20 World Cup 
Clash Despite WPL Auc-
tion’: Harmanpreet Kaur 
‘Focus On Pakistan T20 
World Cup Clash Despite 
WPL Auction’: Harman-
preet Kaur Watch - Paki-
stan Pacer Naseem Shah 
Honoured With DSP 
Rank In Balochistan 
Police Watch - Paki-
stan Pacer Naseem Shah 
Honoured With DSP 
Rank In Balochistan Po-
lice The letter mentioned 
that OGRA has adopted 
the practice of not fully 
passing on the impact of 
the rupee depreciation 
and instead putting an 
immense burden on the 
sector. Due to the chal-
lenges still being faced 
by the sector of previous 
exchange rate adjust-
ments and the enormous 
impact of the current 
depreciation, the OCAC 
said it is crucial that 
OGRA pass the impact 
of the exchange rates in 

one go and not stagger 
this compensation, the 
report said. The council 
added that due to an in-
crease in oil prices and 
successive depreciation 
of the Pakistani rupee 
over the last 18 months, 
the trade finance limits 
available from the bank-
ing sector to the industry 
have become inadequate. 
As a result of the recent 
devaluation alone, the 
LC limits have overnight 
shrunk by 15-20 per cent, 
the OCAC said. “In or-
der to ensure the import 
of adequate products into 
the country, it is impor-
tant to Increase the trade 
finance/LC limits of the 
industry in line with the 
current oil prices, ex-
change rate and the vol-
umes being handled by 
each company,” it said. 
“The industry is on the 
brink of collapse if im-
mediate steps are not 
taken in respect of the 
above,” the OCAC said. 
Hours after the letter was 
sent, Cnergyico, an oil 
refinery, informed the 
petroleum division that 
it will shut down opera-
tions for over a week. 
“This is to inform your 
office that Cnergyico re-
finery shall go for shut-
down from February 2, 
2023 and will restart pro-
duction from February 
10, 2023.

‘Never, ever bet against India’: Anand Mahindra 
Gives Reply to Global Media

GST Council to Meet on February 18; 
Check Top Agenda Here

New Delhi: The 49th meet-
ing of the GST Council is 
scheduled to be held in New 
Delhi on February 18, 2023, 
according to a tweet posted 
by the council. The GST 
Council meeting will be 
chaired by Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man. The 49th GST Council 
meeting is likely to take up 
issues relating to taxation 
on ‘pan masala’ and ‘gutka’ 
companies, setting up of ap-
pellate tribunals, and GST 
levy on online gaming, ca-
sino, and horse racinghe 
48th Meeting of the GST 
Council was held on De-
cember 17, 2022, through 
video conference, under 
the chairpersonship of the 
Union Finance and Corpo-
rate Affairs Minister Nir-
mala SitharamanThe 48th 
Meeting of the GST Coun-
cil was held on December 
17, 2022, through video 
conference, under the chair-
personship of the Union Fi-

nance and Corporate Affairs 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man. (Also Read: Realme 
10 Pro Coca-Cola Edition 
Design Officially Unveils: 
Check Price, Launch Date 
in India, Specifications, and 
More) It introduced several 
recommendations related 
to GST tax rate changes, 
trade facilitation measures, 
and measures for streamlin-
ing compliance with goods 
and services tax (GST). The 

47th meeting of the GST 
Council was held in late 
June 2022, in Chandigarh. 
After the recommendations 
that were taken up in the 
two-day 47th GST Council 
meeting in Chandigarh in 
June, the Goods and Servic-
es Tax (GST) was rational-
ised for numerous items 
including LED lamps, and 
solar water heaters, among 
other items.

New Delhi: Mahindra 
Group Chairman Anand 
Mahindra has believed 
in India’s capability to 
come out unscathed and 
to be a global economic 
force despite of current 
challenges in the busi-
ness sector. He conclud-
ed by saying, “Never, 
ever bet against India”. 
His remark came after 
global media is speculat-
ing whether the emerging 
challenges will flounder 
India’s ambition to be a 
global economic force. 
He futher said, “lived 
long enough to see us face 
earthquake, droughts, 
recessions, wars, terror 
attacks.“Global media 
is speculating whether 
current challenges in the 
business sector will trip 

India’s ambitions to be 
a global economic force. 
I’ve lived long enough to 
see us face earthquakes, 
droughts, recessions, 
wars, terror attacks. All 
I will say is: never, ever 
bet against India,” Anand 
Mahindra tweeted on 
February 4.Mahindra’s 

NEW EnterpRiseBharat 
Initiative Mahindra has 
announced to launch a 
new initiative in order 
to help MSMEs across 
India to get investment 
and fund for the devel-
opments. He said, “I’m 
creating an initiative 
#EnterpRISEBharat with 

a corpus of Rs 10 cr”. He 
further explained that the 
it would invest up to Rs 
25 lakh each in deserv-
ing micro enterprises. In 
an infographic, it is writ-
ten steps to participate in 
#EnterpRISEBharat. En-
ter or nominate a small 
business based in India 

by sharing its tory on 
twitter in response to my 
tweet using the hashtag 
#EnterpRISEBharat The 
entry must be in the form 
of a tweet, supported by 
an image or video – ex-
plaining how the busi-
ness is unique & inno-
vative. Please follow @
ERISEBharat for official 
updates. If shortlisted, 
you will receive a DM 
from @ERISEBharat 
asking you to furnish de-
tails regarding your busi-
ness. Shortlisted entries 
will go through a verifi-
cation process to reach 
the finals. Final entries 
will undergo evaluation 
to get a grant or an in-
vestment of up to Rs 25 
L each.as it defaces them 
and reduces their life.
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Barcelona Open 8-Point Lead in La Liga After 
Champions Real Madrid Suffer Loss

Barcelona took advan-
tage of Real Madrid’s 
stumble to kick off the 
second half of the sea-
son with another win and 
enjoy their biggest lead 
so far at the top of the 
Spanish La Liga. After 
Madrid’s 1-0 loss at Mal-
lorca, Barcelona extend-
ed its 10-game winning 
streak in all competitions 
with a comfortable 3-0 
victory over Sevilla on 
Sunday to open an eight-
point lead over Madrid 
after 20 of 38 rounds. It 
is the biggest lead by any 
team this season, put-
ting the Catalan club in 
firm control as it chases 
its first league title since 
2018-19. “We are having 
a great season. We have 
been playing well, not 
giving many chances for 
our opponents,” Barce-
lona defender Jordi Alba 
said. “It’s eight points. 
There’s a lot of league 
left, but it’s a good gap.” 
Alba, Gavi and Raphinha 

scored a goal each in the 
second half to give Bar-
celona their fifth straight 
victory in the league. 
The last game Barcelona 
failed to win was a 1-1 
league draw against Es-
panyol last year. Sevilla, 
which got off to a surpris-
ingly awful start to the 
season, was coming off 
two straight league wins 
that had helped it move 
further away from the rel-
egation zone. It dropped 
to 16th place with the 
loss, two points from the 
drop zone. Sevilla hasn’t 
won in 15 league match-
es against Barcelona, and 
in 20 straight visits to the 
Catalan club. Barcelona 
captain Sergio Busquets 
had to be replaced eight 
minutes into the match 
at Camp Nou with an 
apparent ankle sprain. 
Marco Asensio missed a 
penalty kick in Madrid’s 
loss at Mallorca in its last 
match before traveling to 
Morocco to play at the 

Harry Kane Smashes Tottenham’s All-Time 
Scoring Record in win Over Man City

Harry Kane broke Tot-
tenham’s all-time scoring 
record with a goal — his 
267th for the club — that 
will have been celebrated 
almost as jubilantly by 
the other team in north 
London. The England 
captain’s milestone strike 
earned Tottenham a 1-0 
win on Sunday (February 
5) over Manchester City, 
which was looking for a 
victory to trim the gap to 
Premier League leader 
Arsenal to two points. In 
the end, Arsenal wasn’t 
punished for losing 1-0 
at Everton on Saturday 
— and maybe that’s no 
surprise. After all, City 
now hasn’t won, or even 
scored, in five games at 
Tottenham’s new stadi-
um in either the Premier 
League or the Champi-
ons League. Even the 
absence of Tottenham 
manager Antonio Conte, 
recovering in his native 
Italy after having his 
gallbladder removed this 

week, couldn’t change 
the narrative around this 
particular fixture. Kane 
swept home the winner 
in the 15th minute after 
Pierre-Emile Højbjerg 
intercepted a pass out 
from the back by City 
midfielder Rodri and set 
up the striker to score his 
200th Premier League 
goal. Only two other 
players — Alan Shearer 
(260) and Wayne Rooney 
(208) — have reached 
that figure. Kane broke 
the tie for all-time Tot-
tenham goals he had with 
the late Jimmy Greaves, 
who played for the club 
from 1961-70. “Just a 
magical moment,” Kane 
said in an on-field inter-
view as he looked out at 
Tottenham’s celebrating 
fans, “and I was desper-
ate to do it with a win. To 
do it in front of the home 
fans is a moment I’ll nev-
er forget.

La Liga: Title Race Between Real 
Madrid, Barcelona Gets Intense

FC Barcelona and Real 
Madrid continue their 
battle for La Liga as 
Barca host Sevilla and 
Real Madrid visit Mal-
lorca on Sunday. Both 
sides in midweek won 
their matches against Be-
tis and Valencia, which 
were postponed due to 
their participation in the 
Supercup in January, 
leaving Barca five points 

clear of Madrid, who are 
six ahead of Real Socie-
dad. Real Madrid are first 
into action on Sunday 
lunchtime away to Mal-
lorca, who have won their 
last three home games 
by 1-0. Although Javier 
Aguirre`s side has scored 
just 15 goals this season, 
they have only conceded 
18 in 19 matches and are 
tough to break down. 

Cristiano Ronaldo Scores 
First Goal for Al-Nassr in 
Clash Against Al-Fateh) 
The match will test Real 
Madrid`s stamina after 
they played Valencia on 
Thursday night, leaving 
them little recovery time. 
The packed fixture calen-
dar means Karim Benze-
ma and Eder Militao miss 
the trip to the island.

Relationship between Shikhar Dhawan and Aesha gets 
dirty, estranged wife threatens to ruin his career

Indian cricketer Shikhar 
Dhawan hasn’t had the 
best of times on and off 
the field lately. While he 
got dropped from India’s 
white-ball squads owing 
to some mediocre perfor-
mances, his relationship 
with his estranged wife, 

Aesha Mukerji also took 
an ugly turn. As per latest 
reports, Aesha tried de-
faming Dhawan by even 
circulating defamatory 
messages to Dhawan’s 
IPL franchise Delhi 
Capitals’ CEO, Dheeraj 
Malhotra, in an attempt 

to tarnish his reputation. 
The reports further claim 
that Dhawan has now 
filed a plea in Delhi’s Pa-
tiala House Court against 
her, who is also believed 
to have threatened Dha-
wan of ruining his career. 
Looking into this case, 

Judge Harish Kumar 
has said, if Aesha actu-
ally has some ‘real griev-
ances’ against Shikhar 
Dhawan, she cannot be 
restrained from lodging 
with the concerned au-
thorities. ALSO READ: 
WPL: Mumbai team 
ropes in legend Char-
lotte Edwards as head 
coach, Jhulan Goswami 
as mentor However, he 
further added saying, 
“She can certainly be 
restrained from sharing 
her grievance against 
him (Dhawan) with her 
friends, relatives, peers 
of parties as well as from 
making it public even 
before approaching the 
appropriate authority.” 
“In these circumstances, 
she is hereby restrained 
till further order from 
circulating any of her 
grievances against Dha-
wan or her version of the 
dispute involved herein 
or the alleged defama-
tory and false material 
against him in social me-
dia, print media or to any 

other forum or to friends, 
relatives or colleagues of 
the parties,” Kumar said 
as quoted by the Quint. 
Dhawan married Aesha 
in 2012 and they even 
have a son who stays 
with Aesha in Australia. 
View this post on Ins-
tagram A post shared 
by Shikhar Dhawan (@
shikhardofficial) × What 
future lies for Dhawan? 
Out of favour opener 
Shikhar Dhawan last fea-
tured for India during the 
third ODI against Ban-
gladesh in December last 
year. Now with the young 
players like Shubman 
Gill and Ishan Kishan de-
livering at the top in the 
white-ball cricket, Dha-
wan’s comeback doesn’t 
look likely to happen, at 
least in the 50-over for-
mat. Even in the shortest 
format, the left-handed 
batter could still feature 
for his IPL franchise in 
Delhi Capitals this sea-
son, his chances of play-
ing T20Is for India any 
further look bleak too.

Ligue 1: Lionel Messi’s Second-Half 
Goal Helps Beat PSG Toulouse 

Paris Saint-Germain 
(PSG) beat Toulouse 2-1 
on Saturday, February 
4 to further strengthen 
their dominance in the 
table in Ligue 1. Lionel 
Messi came to his best in 
the second half in PSG’s 

Saturday night win vs 
12th-placed Toulouse 
even if they looked list-
less for most part of the 
match. It was a typical 
Messi goal which came 
in the 57th minute of the 
match via a curling strike 

as Morocco right-back 
Achraf Hakimi provided 
a brilliant assist. Hakimi 
had helped PSG earlier 
draw level with Tou-
louse after Branco van de 
Boomen had given lead 
to his side in the match in 

20th minute. Also Read 
| Lionel Messi Breaks 
THIS Huge Record of 
Cristiano Ronaldo in 
PSG win Over Mont-
pellier, WATCH Not to 
forget, PSG were play-
ing without star French 
striker Kylian Mbappe 
and Brazil’s Neymar. In 
their absence, PSG relied 
heavily on Messi who fi-
nally delivered to ensure 
their campaign was right 
on track in the tourna-
ment. That was Messi’s 
15th goal this season for 
PSG and 10th in Ligue 1. 
In 24 matches this season 
for PSG, he has scored 
15 goals and made 14 
assists. Watch Messi’s 
goal below: PSG are bat-
tling injury issues with 
Mbappe ruled out for a 
minimum of three weeks 
due to thigh trouble while 
Neymar has missed his 
second consecutive game 
as he is getting treatment 
for a sore adductor. Por-

PCB chief Najam Sethi tells BCCI secretary Jay 
Shah, ‘If Asia Cup is moved out of Pakistan then.

Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) chief, Najam 
Sethi is believed to have 
spoken to BCCI secre-
tary Jay Shah after his re-
cent comments on mov-
ing the Asia Cup 2023 
out of Pakistan were 
made public. Sethi, who 
replaced Ramiz Raja as 
the new boss of Paki-
stan cricket, has echoed 
Raja’s words only; and 
as per a source close to 
the information, Sethi 
has threatened BCCI that 
Pakistan will pull out of 
the 2023 World Cup if 
Asia Cup is played at a 
neutral venue. The de-
cision on the change 
in venue for this year’s 
Asia Cup will be taken 
in ACC’s next meeting in 
March. In September last 
year, Pakistan was allot-
ted the hosting rights of 
2023 Asia Cup but after 

Jay Shah got appointed 
as the new Asian Cricket 
Council (ACC) head, he 
in October said, India 
will not travel to Pakistan 
owing to political ten-
sions between both coun-
tries. Even when Ramiz 
Raja was in-charge of 

Pakistan cricket, he was 
firm on his stance of boy-
cotting this year’s World 
Cup if what Jay Shah said 
would come true. Mean-
while, as per the source, 
PCB chief Sethi has had 
a meeting with Pakistan 
Prime Minister Shahbaz 

Sharif last Tuesday be-
fore leaving for Bahrain 
and discussed the matter 
with him. Boys are look-
ing good to go, says Ra-
hul Dravid ahead of the 
Nagpur Test against Aus-
tralia “Sethi has made his 
stance.
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Shah Rukh Khan And His “Pehli Heroine” Renuka 
Shahane’s Twitter Exchange Dates Back To TV Series 

New Delhi: Shah Rukh 
Khan, who is basking in 
the success of his mov-
iePathaan, recently en-
gaged in a fun banter 
with his “pehli (first) 
heroine” Renuka Shah-
ane. On Sunday, Renuka 
shared pictures featur-
ing her husband and ac-
tor Ashutosh Rana on 
Twitter as they went on 
a movie date to watch 
Pathaan. Interestingly, 
Ashutosh plays the role 
of Col Luthra in the 
film. Soon after Renuka 
shared the images, SRK 
teased her about being 
his first heroine. In the 
first image, Renuka and 
Ashutosh are happily 
posing for the camera in-
side a car, while the sec-
ond image seems to be 
clicked inside a theatre. 
Sharing the post, the ac-
tress wrote, “Finally go-
ing to watch #Pathaan.
Mausam bilkul sahi hai, 
kursi ki peti baandh li hai 

(The weather is good, 
have fastened the seat 
bealts). With Col Luthra 
ji.” Reacting to the post, 
Shah Rukh Khan wrote, 
“Col Luthraji ko bataya 
aapne ki aap meri pehli 
heroine hain (Did you 
tell Col Luthra that you 
are my first heroine)!! Or 
should we keep it a Top 
Secret otherwise he may 
fire me from the agen-
cy!!!” Renuka was also 
quick to respond to SRK, 
“Hahaha unsey koi baat 
chhupti kahaan hai? Aa-
phi ne unhe antaryaami 
kaha hai. Aur chaahey jo 
ho jaaye, woh aapko fire 
nahi kar saktey kyunki 
jo kaam aap kartey hain 
woah koi aur nahi kar 
saktaa (Can anything be 
hidden from him? You 
only have called him all-
knowing. And whatever 
might happen, he can’t 
fire you because nobody 
can do the work you do).

Indian Music Composer Ricky Kej 
Wins his Third Grammy Award

Los Angeles: It`s indeed 
a proud moment for In-
dia as musician Ricky 
Kej won his third Gram-
my Award on Monday 
for the album `Divine 
Tides` with rock-legend 
Stewart Copeland. The 
Bengaluru-based Indian 
music composer and pro-
ducer won the award for 
`Divine Tides` as he was 
nominated in the Best 
Immersive Audio Album 
category. The result was 
announced at the live cer-
emony held at the Crypto.
com arena in Los Ange-
les, USA. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Uni-
versity Get Certified from 
IIT Roorkee EICT & In-
tellipaat Intellipaat This 
song was Kej`s collab-
orative project with Co-
peland and they bagged 
another Grammy for Best 
New Age Album in 2022. 

Grammys 2023: Beyonce Scripts History By 
Winning Her 32nd Award - List Of Winners

New Delhi: Beyonce led 
the 65th annual Grammy 
Awards, scripting history 
by breaking the record for 
the most Grammy wins. 
She won her 32nd award 
this year. She won the tro-
phy for Best Dance/Elec-
tronic Music Album for 
Renaissance. Also, she 
won three awards in Best 
R&B Song for Cuff It, Best 
Dance/Electronic Record-
ing for Break My Soul and 
Best Traditional R&B Per-
formance for Plastic Off 
The Sofa. Next in the line 
is Harry Styles as he won 
the Album Of The Year for 
Harry’s House against some 
big names Abba (Voyage), 
Adele (30), Bad Bunny (Un 
Verano Sin Ti), Beyonce  
(Renaissance), Mary J Blige  
(Good Morning Gorgeous), 
Brandi Carlile  (In These 
Silent Days), Lizzo (Spe-
cial) and Coldplay (Music 
of the Spheres). Adele won 
Best Pop Solo Performance 
for Easy On Me, while 
Lizzo won Record Of The 
Year for About Damn Time. 
Samara Joy won Best New 
Artist. Kim Petras scripted 
history.

 as she became the first trans 
woman to win Grammys. 
She and Sam Smith won 
Best Pop Duo Performance 
for the song Unholy. Indian 
composer Ricky Kej won 
his third Grammy for the al-
bum Divine Tides with rock 
legend Stewart Copeland. 
Check out the complete list 
below: Record of the Year: 
About Damn Time - Lizzo 
Album of the Year:Harry’s 
House - Harry Styles Song 
of The Year: Just Like 
That Best New Artist: Sa-
mara Joy Best Pop Solo 
Performance:Easy On Me - 
Adele Best Pop Duo/Group 
Performance:Unholy - Sam 
Smith and Kim Petras 
Best Traditional Pop Vo-
cal Album: Higher - Mi-
chael Buble Best Pop Vo-
cal Album: Harry’s House 
- Harry Styles Best Dance/
Electronic Recording: 
Break My Soul - Beyonce 
Best Dance/Electronic 
Album:Renaissance - Be-
yonce Best Contempo-
rary Instrumental Album: 
Empire Central - Snarky 
Puppy Best Rock Perfor-
mance: Broken Horses - 
Brandi Carlile Best Metal 
Performance:Degradation 

Veteran Playback Singer Vani Jairam        
Cremated in Chennai with State Honours

New Delhi: Veteran play-
back singer Vani Jairam, 
78, who was conferred 
with the Padma Bhushan, 
was cremated on Sunday 
with full state honours at 
the Besant Nagar electric 
crematorium. The singer, 
who has won three Na-
tional awards and state 
awards from four state 
governments, passed 
away on Saturday at her 
residence in Haddows 

Road, Chennai. Earlier 
on Sunday, Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister, M.K. 
Stalin reached her resi-
dence and paid tributes 
to the deceased singer. 
Stalin was accompanied 
by the State Health Min-
ister, Ma Subramanian. A 
wreath was laid on behalf 
of the Kerala Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan by 
Kerala government of-
ficial in-charge of Non-

Resident Kerala Affairs 
in Chennai. Jairam has 
sung more than 10,000 
songs in 19 different lan-
guages, including Tamil, 
Telugu, Kannada, Ma-
layalam, Hindi, Odiya, 
Hariyanvi, Bengali, 
Bhojpuri, Gujarati and 
several other languages. 
She won state govern-
ment awards for the best 
singer from Tamil Nadu, 

Shah Rukh Khan-starrer ‘Pathaan’ beats Aamir Khan’s 
‘Dangal’, here’s how much the film has earned

Jackie Shroff Joins Rajinikanth’s ‘Jailer’, 
Shares Intense First Look Poster

Mumbai: Actor Jackie 
Shroff shared his look 
from the upcoming film 
`Jailer` on Sunday. Tak-
ing to Instagram, Jackie 
posted the look with the 
caption, “Repost from 
@sunpictures, Jackie 
Shroff from the sets of 
#Jailer.”In the frame, 
Jackie`s face is half cov-
ered with a torn scarf. 
Jackie`s rugged look 
intrigued his fans and 
followers. Jackie`s wife 
and Ayesha Shroff and 
daughter Shroff posted 
fire emojis on his post. 
Starring Rajnikanth in 
the lead role, this mov-

ie also includes stars 
like Ramya Krishnan, 
Priyanka Arul Mohan 
and Shiva Rajkumar 
and Tamannaah Bhatia. 
The `Lingaa` actor has 
teamed up with filmmak-

er Nelson Dilipkumar for 
this project. In the poster, 
Rajinikanth was seen 
wearing off-white shirt 
and khaki trousers. He 
was also seen keeping 
his hands at the back and 

a full-sleeved off-white 
shirt. Turning 66 this 
year, Jackie will be next 
seen in `Baap` along-
side Sunny Deol, Sanjay 
Dutt, Jackie Shroff and 
Mithun Chakraborty.
the actor said, “If I win, 
I will ask my director to 
leave the trophy at my 
place and probably he 
won’t get it back. I will 
sleep with it.” ‘RRR’ was 
competing in two catego-
ries at the awards - Best 
Non-English Language 
Film and Best Original 
Song for Naatu Naatu. 
The film stars Jr NTR 
and Ram Charan.

Shah Rukh Khan’s 
‘Pathaan’ is the new 
king of Bollywood. After 
shattering multiple box 
office records, Sidharth 
Anand’s film has now 
surpassed the box of-
fice collection of Aamir 
Khan’s superhit film 
‘Dangal’. SRK’s film, 
which was released on 
January 25, has raked in 
Rs 400 crore (4 Billion) 
at the box office so far, 
surpassing Dangal’s re-
cord of Rs 387 crore and 
becoming the highest-
grossing film in Hindi. 
Cardi B pays homage to 
Kallman, Greenwald at 
pre-Grammy.


