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Giving Board Exams

BJP President JP Nadda 
To Tour Poll-Bound 

Karnataka

Police Vehicle On 
Guard After Stones 

Thrown At A Owaisi’s 
Delhi House

Uddhav 
Thackeray 
faction of Shiv 
Sena moves 
SC against EC 
decision

Delhi Feb 20: The Uddhav 
Thackeray faction on Mon-
day approached the Su-
preme Court challenging 
the decision of the Election 
Commission recognising 
the Eknath Shinde-led fac-
tion as the real Shiv Sena 
and ordering allocation of 
the “bow and arrow” poll 
symbol to it. Senior advo-
cate Abhishek Manu Sing-
hvi mentioned the matter 
before a bench headed by 
Chief Justice DY Chand-
rachud for an early listing 
of the Thackeray-led Sena 
faction’s petition. The CJI, 
however, refused to pass 
any order. “The rule applies 
equally to all, whether left, 
right or centre. Come to-
morrow through proper 
process,” the bench said. 
The Election Commission 
on Friday had recognised 
the Eknath Shinde-led fac-
tion as the real Shiv Sena 
and ordered the alloca-
tion of the “bow and ar-
row” poll symbol to it. In a 
78-page order on the pro-
tracted battle for control 
of the organisation, the 
Commission allowed the 
Uddhav Thackeray faction 
to keep the “flaming torch” 
poll symbol allocated to it 
till the completion of the 
assembly by-polls in the 
state. The Commission said 
MLAs backing Shinde got 
nearly 76 per cent of votes 
polled in favour of the 55 
winning Shiv Sena candi-
dates in the 2019 Maha-
rashtra Assembly polls. The 
Uddhav Thackeray faction’s 
MLAs got 23.5 per cent of 
votes polled in favour of 
the winning Shiv Sena can-
didates, the three-member 
Commission said.

UP session: 
SP MLAs 
stage dharna 
in assembly 
premises
Delhi Feb 20: Ahead of the 
start of the Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly session, Sama-
jwadi Party MLAs on Mon-
day sat on a dharna in as-
sembly premises raising 
various issues including 
that of farmers and law and 
order. The Budget session is 
scheduled to commence at 
11 am and Governor Anan-
diben Patel will address the 
joint session of the House. 
SP MLAs led by party gen-
eral secretary Shivpal Singh 
Yadav sat on a dharna at the 
entry gate of the assem-
bly with placards in their 
hands raising issues related 
to farmers and the law and 
order situation in the state. 
Yadav told reporters that 
they want the session to 
run so that they can raise 
issues of public interest. 
While trying to evict SP leg-
islators, marshals posted in 
the premises were involved 
in a scuffle with photojour-
nalists at the site leading to 
protests. Deputy Chief Min-
ister Keshav Prasad Mau-
rya termed the protest as 
an attempt to “vitiate” the 
atmosphere, and said the 
SP does not have any issue 
left. “The state is progress-
ing on the path of develop-
ment. The SP does not have 
any issue and is trying to 
divert attention of people 
towards them and vitiate 
the atmosphere,” Maurya 
said. “Whatever issues they 
have, they should come to 
the House and discuss. 

“Please Go 
Home”: Indore 
Firm Uses Soft-
ware To Promote 
Work-Life Bal-
ance
New Delhi:Feb20:  A small 
IT company in Indore has 
come up with an unusual 
way to ensure its employ-
ees maintain a healthy 
work-life balance - by cre-
ating software to remind 
them when their shift is 
up and it is time to head 
home. Softgrid Comput-
ers’ software is equipped 
with a notification system 
that kicks in the moment 
an employee’s shift is over, 
warning them that “the of-
fice system will shut down 
in 10 mins” and asking 
them to “please go home”. 
The measure comes amid 
an increased focus.

IndiGo Flight 
From Delhi To 
Odisha Diverted 
To Lucknow After 
Bomb Hoax

New Delhi:Feb20:  An In-
diGo flight from New Delhi 
to Odisha’s Deogarh was 
diverted to the Lucknow 
airport following a “specific 
bomb threat” which was 
later declared a hoax, the 
airlines said. Flight 6E 6191 
was checked thoroughly 
at the Chaudhary Charan 
Singh International Airport 
(CCSIA) and was cleared for 
takeoff 2.35 hours later, an 
airport official said. The air-
line said in a statement that 
it followed security agen-
cies’ rules in the investiga-
tion. An airport spokesper-
son said the flight landed 
safely at 12:20 pm and was 
taken to the isolation bay. 
He said the airport security 
followed necessary checks 
to verify the threat which 
turned out to be a hoax. 
The aircraft was released 
for the onward journey at 
14:55, he said. Details about 
the number of passengers 
onboard could not be im-
mediately ascertained.

KCR government tops in asset creation among all major states
HYDERABAD: The BRS gov-
ernment has overseen a 
phenomenal growth in as-
set creation in the last eight 
years. At the time of its for-
mation in 2014, the gov-
ernment had buildings to-
talling 60 lakh square feet. 
In eight years, it has grown 
this to 2.30 crore sq. ft. Of 
this, the new Secretariat 
alone accounts for about 
8.50 lakh sq.ft. New inte-
grated district collectorate 
complexes, educational 
institutions and hospitals 
have been constructed in 
districts leading to huge 
asset creation. As per the 
Telangana Socio-Economic 
Survey 2023, tabled in the 
recent Budget session of 
the Assembly, Telangana 
stands second in the coun-
try after Goa if all states are 
taken into consideration 
and is at No.1 if only major 

states are considered, in 
terms of per capita devel-
opment expenditure for 
creating assets. The deci-
sions of Chief Minister K. 

Chandrashekar Rao to in-
crease districts from 10 to 
33 and build integrated dis-
trict collectorate complexes 
in all the districts, construc-

tion of a new Secretariat 
and state-of-the-art police 
command control centre 
in Hyderabad have resulted 
in creation of assets of over 

40 lakh sq. ft. Most of these 
projects are being execut-
ed by the roads and build-
ings department. R&B min-
ister Prashanth Reddy said, 
“Asset creation has been 
the priority of the Chief 
Minister. I am fortunate to 
be heading the R&B de-
partment, which has been 
entrusted with the task of 
asset creation. Recently, 
when Delhi and Punjab 
Chief Ministers visited 
Khammam to take part in 
the inauguration of the in-
tegrated district collector-
ate complex, they said that 
it looked like the state sec-
retariat. It’s the best com-
pliment I have received.” 
The state government has 
spent Rs. 617 crore to con-
struct 8.50 lakh sq.ft Sec-
retariat, Rs. 585 crore for 
construction of 5.06 lakh 
sq.ft police command con-

trol centre, Rs. 1,600 crore 
for construction of inte-
grated district collectorate 
complexes totaling 32 lakh 
sq.ft. This apart, IT minister 
K.T. Rama Rao’s initiative to 
build the largest incubator 
‘T-Hub 2.0’ in Hyderabad 
and to expand the IT sector 
to tier-II cities by building IT 
Towers has resulted in cre-
ation of assets of 10,68,850 
sq.ft. While T-Hub 2.0 was 
built at a cost of nearly Rs. 
400 crore with a built up 
area of 5.83 lakh sq.ft, con-
struction of IT towers in 
eight districts resulted in 
asset creation of 4,85,850 
sq.ft. IT Towers have come 
up in Warangal, Khammam, 
Nizamabad, Karimnagar, 
Mahbubnagar, Siddipet, 
Nalgonda and Adilabad. 
The Health City in Waran-
gal comprising a 24-storey 
hospital building.

PM Interacts With Personnel Involved In ‘Operation 
Dost’ For Assistance In Quake-Hit Turkiye

Delhi Feb 20: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Monday interacted with In-
dian human assistance and 
disaster relief teams which 
were deployed in quake-
hit Turkiye and lauded 
their work. In a tweet, Modi 
said he interacted with 
the personnel involved in 
‘Operation Dost’ in Türkiye 
and Syria. Their efforts in 
disaster response and relief 
measures have been com-
mendable, he said. A total 
of three NDRF teams were 

sent to the quake-affect-
ed country on February 7 
following Prime Minister 
Modi’s directive to offer all 

possible assistance to that 
country. Final NDRF team 
under #OperationDost re-
turns home from Türkiye. 

3 Teams of 151 @NDRFHQ 
personnel & dog squads 
extended assistance to 
earthquake affected Tür-
kiye,” Ministry of External 
Affairs Spokesperson Arin-
dam Bagchi said on Twitter. 
“Teams executed search, 
rescue & relief operations 
including life detection in 
35 work sites of Nurdagi 
& Antakya,” he said. India 
launched ‘Operation Dost’ 
to extend assistance to Tur-
kiye as well as Syria after 
various parts.

Air India New York-Delhi Flight Diverted
To London Due To Medical Emergency

Delhi Feb 20: An Air India 
flight from New York to Del-
hi was diverted to London 
on Monday due to a medi-
cal emergency, according 
to an official. According to 

data available on the flight 
tracking website Flightra-
dar24, the flight is being 
operated with a Boeing 
777-337 (ER) aircraft. The 
official said the flight was 
diverted to London due to 
a medical emergency on-
board. After deplaning the 
passenger concerned, the 
flight will take off from Lon-
don for Delhi, the official 
added. Details about the 
medical emergency could 
not be immediately ascer-
tained. 

None Can Develop State Single-Handedly,
All Stakeholders Need To Contribute: Rijiju In Arunachal

Delhi Feb 20: Asserting that 
there will be no dearth of 
funds for development 
work in Arunachal Pradesh, 
Union minister Kiren Ri-
jiju on Monday urged the 
people of the northeast-
ern state to be a part of the 
growth story. Nobody can 
develop the state single-
handedly, every stakehold-
er will have to make con-
certed efforts, Rijiju, who 
represents the Arunachal 
East constituency in Lok 
Sabha, said. The Union law 

and justice minister, while 
addressing people on the 
37th Statehood Day, said, 
“Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has always priori-

tised the development of 
Arunachal Pradesh, and 
I, being the state’s repre-
sentative at the Centre, 
will see to it that there is 
no dearth of funds for the 
state.” He recalled that of-
ficers and ministers from 
the state had to go to Delhi 
in the past for sanction-
ing projects, and that, too, 
by “offering commission”. 
“Things have changed af-
ter PM Modi came to pow-
er in 2014. Now, nobody 
needs to go to Delhi for 

projects, which are being 
sanctioned by the Centre 
without any requests,” he 
pointed out. Rijiju noted 
that Arunachal Pradesh, 
before attaining statehood, 
barely had any road. “I had 
seen aircraft first and then 
vehicles as we didn’t have 
road connectivity during 
childhood. The scenario 
has now changed with the 
state witnessing rapid de-
velopment in the last few 
years,” the minister added.

Himachal Ministers Reject 
Anurag Thakur’s Charge

Delhi Feb 20: Rejecting BJP 
leader and Union minister 
Anurag Thakur’s charge 
that the Himachal Pradesh 
government is borrowing 
money to indulge in lav-
ish expenditure, two state 
ministers on Monday said 
the loan was taken to repay 
the liabilities left behind by 
the previous BJP dispensa-
tion. In a joint statement, 
Education Minister Rohit 
Thakur and Rural Devel-
opment Minister Anirudh 
Singh asked Anurag Thakur 

to first point his finger at 
the previous BJP govern-
ment which crossed all 
limits of borrowing from 
the Centre. The Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu-led Congress 
government has taken a 
loan to repay the liabilities 
of the Jai Ram Thakur gov-
ernment, which has left 
the state crushing under 
the whopping debt of Rs 
75,000 crore, they claimed. 
The ministers accused the 
previous BJP government 
of financial.

TMC Misleading Backward Castes
In Bengal With Fake Assurances: BJP
New Delhi:Feb20: Accus-
ing the Mamata Banerjee 
government in West Ben-
gal of misleading members 
of Scheduled Caste and 
Scheduled Tribe communi-
ties with “fake assurances”, 
BJP leader Sudip Das on 
Monday asked them to be 
“cautious” about the ruling 
dispensation’s game plan 
in the future. Das, who led 
a rally of backward caste 
members of the BJP in Es-
planade, said the TMC-con-
trolled government is only 
interested in appeasing 
the minority community, 
overlooking the welfare of 
SC, ST, and OBC members. 
“When it comes to deliver-
ing on the promises made 
to backward caste com-
munity members, includ-
ing Matuas, Chief Minister 

Mamata Banerjee always 
fails. Members of Dalit and 
general category are over-
looked when it comes to 
hiring them for state gov-
ernment jobs,” he alleged. 
In sharp contrast to the 
“double-faced policy” of 
the TMC regime, the BJP 
government at the Centre 
has shown its commitment 

to backward caste and 
Dalits by nominating per-
sonalities like Ramnath Ko-
vind and Droupadi Murmu 
for the post of President, 
Das, the BJP state SC Mor-
cha chief, said. “There are 
around 2.20 crore mem-
bers of various backward 
communities in the state 
with several assembly seats 

reserved for them. If we 
all get together against 
the injustice meted out by 
the state government, the 
hypocrite anti-Dalit TMC 
can be defeated,” he stated. 
Das also claimed that “the 
majority of those killed in 
TMC terror after the 2021 
assembly poll results be-
longed to the backward 
caste”. The rally, attended 
by over 500 members of SC, 
ST, and OBC members, was 
also addressed by BJP MLA 
Ambica Roy and several 
other leaders belonging to 
the morcha. Making light 
of the allegation, TMC state 
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh 
said that his party gives 
little importance to what 
the BJP says. “None should 
teach us ways to show re-
spect to Matua community 

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
To Visit India On February 25-26

New Delhi:Feb20: German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz will 
pay a State visit to India 
on February 25 and 26, 
his first trip to the coun-
try more than a year after 
he took charge of the top 
post. Announcing the Ger-
man chancellor’s visit, the 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) said on Monday that 

Scholz will be accompa-
nied by senior officials and 
a high-powered business 
delegation. He is scheduled 
to arrive in Delhi on Febru-
ary 25 and will proceed to 
Bengaluru on February 
26, the MEA said. It added 
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Chancellor 
Scholz will hold discussions 
on bilateral, regional and 
global issues. “Chancellor 
Scholz’s visit will enable 
both sides to take stock 
and progress on the key 
outcomes of the 6th IGC, 
strengthen security and 
defence cooperation, work 
towards closer economic 
ties, enhance opportunity 
for mobility of talent and 
give strategic guidance to 
ongoing collaboration in 
science and technology,” 
the MEA said.
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Telangana in focus as seed hub 
at ISTA meet held at Washington

Hyderabad: International 
Seed Testing Associa-
tion (ISTA)’s Governing 
Board meeting for the 
year 2023 was held in the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA), 
Washington DC from 
February 13 to 18. Dr. 
Keshavulu, in his capaci-
ty as ISTA President, pre-
sided over the Governing 
Board meeting of ISTA, 

wherein members and 
representatives from dif-
ferent countries and in-
ternational organisations 
participated. During the 
meeting, Dr. Keshavulu 
narrated the scenario of 
the Indian seed industry, 
with special emphasis on 
Telangana. He briefed 
about the seed bowl ini-
tiatives of the State gov-
ernment towards making 

Telangana a global seed 
hub. TSSDC director 
Keshavulu becomes first 
Asian to get elected as 
president of ISTA Telan-
gana has been emerging 
as a seed export hub in 
the Asian region owing 
to the farmer-friendly 
and supportive policies 
of State government, he 
said, pointing out that re-
gionally harmonised seed 
standards, phytosanitary 
requirements, and trade 
regulations will provide a 
great opportunity for In-
dia as well as Telangana 
to increase seed exports 
in the future. Experts at 
the meeting stressed that 
farmers’ access to good 
quality seeds was a ma-
jor problem for food 

production in Mekong 
region countries, includ-
ing Myanmar, Cambo-
dia, Bangladesh, Laos 
and Vietnam and need 
to focus on seed sector 
development in the Me-
kong region. India and 
Telangana seed industry 
in particular could play 
a major role in exporting 
seeds to the Mekong re-
gion countries. In this re-
gard, need to have multi 
stakeholders’ awareness 
programmes including 
governments, they sug-
gested. ISTA will be turn-
ing 100 years in 2024 and 
it was decided to have 
centenary celebrations in 
a grand manner at Cam-
bridge, United Kingdom.

Kanti Velugu 2.0 a big hit, Over 43 lakh eye 
examinations done across Telangana

Hyderabad: Ever since 
the second phase of the 
Kanti Velugu programme 
was launched on Janu-
ary 19 this year, 43.83 
lakh eye examinations 
have been done across 
the State so far. As many 
as 8.42 lakh reading 
glasses were distributed 
free of cost to the needy. 
Examinations were be-
ing conducted for those 
who come with eye-
related diseases. Apart 
from free distribution of 
medicines and reading 
glasses to those suffering 
from eye diseases, spe-
cially ordered spectacles 
were being offered to 
the persons as prescribed 
by doctors at the Kanti 
Velugu camps. ALSO 
READ Kanti Velugu: 
33.6 lakh undergo eye 
tests in second phase TS 
Medical Devices Park 
leads the way for ‘Made 
in Telangana’ This year, 
the State government 

had decided to conduct 
the programme for 100 
days from January 19 to 
June 15. District collec-
tors, medical and health 
officials and officials of 
different departments 
are coordinating in ad-
vance and conducting 
the camps successfully 
at remote places as well. 
Nearsightedness prob-
lems are common As per 
the data recorded at dif-
ferent camps in the dis-

tricts, doctors have ob-
served that many people 
have vision problem, 
especially close range. 
This was even more par-
ticular in people aged 
40 and above. Reading 
glasses were being pro-
vided to such people, 
besides vitamin A, D and 
B complex tablets. Like-
wise, people aged above 
50 were mostly suffer-
ing from cataracts. For 
such people, the medi-

cal staff were intimating 
about treatment and if 
required surgery, through 
a voicemail. This apart, 
for those who have al-
ready undergone surgery 
and were suffering from 
other problems, doc-
tors were giving instruc-
tions accordingly. Boon 
for daily wage workers 
The Kanti Velugu pro-
gramme is also turning 
out to be a boon for daily 
wage workers. Moham-

mad Naseem and Shyam 
Chandra, daily labor-
ers from Nalgonda, got 
their eyes examined at 
a camp in their vicin-
ity after learning about 
the programme through 
their colleagues. “After 
the eye check-up, doc-
tors are providing free 
glasses to everyone in 
the camp. Thanks to the 
free spectacles offered 
us, the vision is clear and 
Kanti Velugu scheme is 
definitely a benefit to the 
poor like us,” they said. 
Good response from peo-
ple “We have set up an 
eye camp in Veliminedu 
village under the Gov-
ernment Primary Health 
Centre. Till February 13, 
there was good response 
from villagers. During 
the camp, it was observed 
that many people were 
suffering from pterizium 
problem and may have 
to undergo surgery,” said 
Dr. Ubbu Narasimha, Ve-

Bandi Sanjay challenges AIMIM to contest 
all 119 assembly seats in Telangana

Hyderabad: BJP State 
president Bandi Sanjay 
on Sunday challenged the 
AIMIM to contest from 
all the 119 assembly seats 
in the forthcoming polls 
in the State. Addressing 
a rally on the occasion of 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
haraj Jayanti in the Old 
City here, Sanjay said the 
AIMIM always confined 
itself to constituencies in 
the Hyderabad city juris-
diction during Assembly 
polls. Cong-BRS to join 
hands after Assembly 
polls: Bandi Sanjay Ban-
di’s comment on Secre-
tariat domes: CM KCR 
says people won’t sit and 
watch “If the AIMIM 
leadership has the guts, 

they should contest from 
all the 119 assembly seats 
in the upcoming assem-
bly polls. We will ensure 
that all their candidates 
lose their deposits,” he 
claimed. Sanjay also 
called upon Hindu youth 
to dedicate their time 

for next eight months to 
bring the BJP to power in 
Telangana. He also reit-
erated that he would de-
molish the domes on the 
newly built Secretariat 
if his party was voted to 
power.

BRS to resume public meetings across India
Hyderabad: After a brief 
lull, the Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi (BRS) is all set 
to continue the exten-
sion of its activities to 
more parts of the coun-
try. Though the proposed 
meeting on February 17 
had to be postponed due 
to the Model Code of 
Conduct on account of 
the MLC elections in the 
State, the party leader-
ship is likely to go ahead 
with its public meetings 
in other States.The BRS 
already held two massive 
rallies at Khammam in 
Telangana and Nanded 
in Maharashtra over the 
last two months which 
evoked huge response 
from people. The BRS 
leaders intend to repli-
cate the same by organis-
ing similar mega rallies 
in other neighbouring 

States over the next 
three to four months, 
for which the dates are 
being worked out. Ac-
cordingly, the party has 
lined up more meetings 
in Andhra Pradesh, Odis-
ha, Karnataka, Delhi and 
Hyderabad as well. The 
meeting proposed to be 
held at Parade Grounds 
in Hyderabad was slated 
to be attended by Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister MK 
Stalin, Jharkhand Chief 
Minister Hemant Soren, 

Bihar Deputy Chief 
Minister Tejashwi Ya-
dav and JD (U) national 
president Rajiv Ranjan 
Singh, along with Dr BR 
Ambedkar’s grandson 
and social activist-poli-
tician Prakash Ambed-
kar. However, it was 
postponed along with 
the inauguration of the 
State Secretariat, due to 
the MLC election code 
coming into force in the 
State. While it has been 
decided to inaugurate the 

State Secretariat on April 
14 marking the birth an-
niversary of BR Ambed-
kar, the party sources 
said they were working 
on the guests to attend 
the inaugural ceremo-
ny and the BRS public 
meeting, based on their 
scheduled programmes. 
A few guests had al-
ready confirmed their 
participation and others 
were yet to confirm the 
same. “The public meet-
ings at Visakhapatnam 
in Andhra Pradesh and 
Delhi are very much on. 
We are working on them 
and the dates will be an-
nounced shortly. Each 
of these public meet-
ings will have prominent 
leaders from the respec-
tive States who would 
be joining the BRS and 
strengthening.

Telangana Govt plans big on 
waste to energy projects

Hyderabad: After com-
missioning South India’s 
largest Waste to Energy 
(WTE) plant at Jawaha-
rnagar in 2021, the State 
government is now set-
ting its eye on generation 
of 100 MWs energy from 
waste in the near future 
and to top the list in the 
country. In 2021, the 19.8 
MW plant was commis-
sioned at Jawaharnagar 
and it was later upgrad-
ed to a 24 MW plant. It 
consumes around 1300 
to 1500 metric tonnes 
of waste per day. Kanti 
Velugu 2.0 a big hit, Over 
43 lakh eye examinations 
done across Telangana 
Telangana Govt provides 
Rs 2,626 crore financial 
assistance to weaker sec-
tions under ESS As of 
January, this year, the 
plant utilized 6.35 lakh 
tonnes of waste and pro-
duced 225 MW of power. 
This plant has been now 
augmented to its full ca-
pacity to 48 MW and is 

utilizing about 2,500 MT 
to 3,000 MT of waste a 
day. In addition to this, 
construction of another 
14.5 MW plant with a 
waste-consumption ca-
pacity of 1000 to 1200 
MT is being set up at 
Dundigal. This plant has 
the potential to reduce 
pressure on the landfill, 
lower the foul smell in 
the area, and prevent 
ground, soil and water 
pollution. It is expected 
to commence operations 
in about 18 months. Fur-
ther, another plant of 15 
MW capacity is being 
proposed to be set up on 
150 acres of government 
land at Pyaranagar of 
Sangareddy district, 11 
MW at Bibi Nagar and 
14 MW at Yacharam. The 
proposed plant at Pya-
ranagar is aimed at bring-
ing down transportation 
costs too by offering in 
situ storage and treat-
ment options for process-
ing the waste. The plant 

may consume 800 MTs 
to 1000 MTs of waste 
per day, collected from 
the northern parts of the 
city. Once all the above 
plants become opera-
tional, Telangana would 
have an installed capac-
ity of 100 MW, a senior 
MAUD official said. To 
ensure effective waste 
management practice in 
the districts, the State 
government is already 
taking up bio-mining in 
nine clusters. Of these, 
Waste to Energy plants 
are being proposed in two 
clusters of Warangal and 
Karimnagar. The Refuse 
Derived Fuel (RDF) gen-
erated from the clusters 
would be utilized at the 
proposed energy plants 
to produce electricity. 
RDF is produced from 
combustible components 
of municipal solid waste. 
It is generally transported 
from processing sites and 
dried and baled before fi-
nally burning to produce 

Telangana Leader Shreds KCR, Sparks Political Row
Mahabubabad (Telan-
gana): YSRTP Chief 
YS Sharmila on Sunday 
said that Telangana is 
the Afghanistan of India 
and KCR is its Taliban. 
While talking to media-
persons in Mahbubabad, 
Sharmila said, “He 
(Telangana CM KCR) is 
a dictator, he is a tyrant, 
there is no Indian Consti-
tution in Telangana, there 
is only KCR’s Consti-
tution. Telangana is the 
Afghanistan of India and 
KCR is its Taliban.” On 
Sunday, Telangana Po-
lice detained YS Sharmi-
la for allegedly making 
inappropriate remarks 
against the Mahabubabad 
MLA and BRS leader 
Shankar Naik. The police 
moved her to Hyderabad 

to avoid any law and or-
der problems in the town 
of Mahabubabad. They 
registered a case against 
her under section 504 of 
the Indian Penal Code 
Intentional insult with 
intent to provoke breach 
of the peace] and section 
3(1)r of the SC ST POA 

Act. Addressing a public 
meeting, YS Sharmila al-
legedly attacked the Ma-
habubabad MLA for not 
fulfilling his promises 
and said, “You gave many 
promises to the people, 
which you have not ful-
filled. If you are not ful-
filling your promises, 

that means you are a ko-
jja [castrate],” she said in 
a public meeting on Sat-
urday. Video: Telangana 
Leader Roasts KCR, Sets 
Off Political Row Video: 
Telangana Leader Roasts 
KCR, Sets Off Political 
Row Telangana Leader 
YS Sharmila In Police 

BJP President JP Nadda To Tour Poll-Bound Karnataka
Bengaluru: BJP National 
President J P Nadda will 
be on a two-day visit to 
poll bound Karnataka 
on February 20 and 21, 
and will take part in vari-
ous activities and events, 
aimed at preparing and 
strengthening the party 
for Assembly elections 
likely by April or May. 
Karnataka BJP General 
Secretary and MLC N 
Ravi Kumar in a state-
ment said, Mr Nadda, 

who will arrive in Manga-
luru tonight, will be visit-
ing parts of Udupi, Chik-
kamagaluru and Hassan 
districts during the next 
two days. He said the 
BJP chief after arriving 
in Managluru will stay in 
the city. He will take part 
in booth level convention 
in Udupi on February 20 
morning, and later by 
afternoon will attend a 
public meeting in Byn-
door. By evening that day 

he will be in Koppa in 
Chikkamagaluru district 
to take part in Arecanut 
growers convention, and 
thereafter will participate 
in a public representa-
tives meeting at Sringeri. 
On February 21, Nadda, 
who will take part in a 
meeting with “intellectu-
als” in Chikkamagaluru, 
will attend a public meet-
ing at Beluru in Hassan 
district in the afternoon.  
“Hindus Became Poor 

Under BJP Rule”: Me-
hbooba Mufti “Hindus 
Became Poor Under BJP 
Rule”: Mehbooba Mufti 
In Setback For Karnata-
ka BJP, Lingayat Leader 
Joins Congress Ahead 
Of Polls In Setback For 
Karnataka BJP, Lingayat 
Leader Joins Congress 
Ahead Of Polls Con-
gress Starts “Flower On 
Ear” Campaign Against 
BJP In Poll-Bound Kar-
nataka Congress Starts 

“Flower On Ear” Cam-
paign Against BJP In 
Poll-Bound Karnataka 
Mr Kumar said, on the 
February 21 evening, 
Nadda will attend a booth 
level convention in Has-
san, following which he 
will fly to Delhi via Ben-
galuru. BJP is considered 
to be strong in Udupi 
and Chikkamagaluru dis-
tricts, however the Sring-
eri in Chikkamagaluru 
district, which Nadda is 

visiting, is currently rep-
resented by Congress. 
PromotedListen to the 
latest songs, only on Jio-
Saavn.com Hassan, the 
other district which the 
BJP national president 
will be travelling to, is 
a JD(S) bastion and the 
home turf of its patriarch 
and former Prime Min-
ster H D Deve Gowda. 
Post a comment Six of 
the seven assembly seg-
ments in the district.

Nikki Yadav mur-
der case: Accused 
Sahil’s father was 
arrested for murder 
25 yrs ago
The investigators probing 
the murder of 23-year-old 
Nikki Yadav by Sahil Gehlot 
whom she had married in 
2020, have found that Sa-
hil’s father Virender Singh 
was reportedly involved 
in a murder case lodged 
25 years ago. Sources 
claimed that during scan-
ning of the criminal re-
cord and interrogation it 
was found that following 
a land dispute in 1997, Vi-
render Singh was arrested 
for allegedly beating up a 
man who succumbed to 
his injuries. “Virender was 
convicted by the Sessions 
Court in 2001 but later, he 
appealed in the Delhi High 
Court and was acquitted,” 
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Penang Roadshow to India 202
‘Chalo Penang’ Cam-
paign to boost MICE in-
dustry. India: The Penang 
Convention & Exhibition 
Bureau (PCEB) is once 
again hosting the 6th edi-
tion of Penang Roadshow 
to India 2023 that will be 
taking place in 4 differ-
ent cities from 13 – 20 
February in Mumbai (13 
February), New Delhi 
(15 February), Chennai 
(17 February) and Hy-
derabad (20 February). 
There will also be a net-
working event hosted in 
each city to connect and 
collaborate with India 
buyers from the MICE 
industry. Penang’s sec-
ond virtual roadshow to 
India early last year at-
tracted 24 buyers and 
trade visitors register-
ing from various travel 
trade sectors in India. 

Going back to its physi-
cal form, this year a total 
of 14 registered exhibi-
tors together with Team 
PCEB will be welcom-
ing an estimation of 800 
buyers and trade visitors 
in total. The Penang State 
Minister for Tourism and 
Creative Economy, the 
Hon. Yeoh Soon Hin, 
said ‘’PCEB will also 
be launching the latest 
meeting and incentive 
packages to re-establish 
connections with the In-
dia market to cater to the 
preferences of our busi-
ness travellers.” These 
are one of the many ef-
forts in providing a fresh 
perspective of Penang by 
including the attractions 
available in Mainland, 
Penang. This year, Pen-
ang anticipates around 
2500 events with 260,000 

delegates, with an esti-
mated economic impact 
(EEI) of RM1 billion. 
This conveys a message 
of confidence that Pen-
ang is ready and reflects 
its capability to host large 
and world-class events. 
One to mention will be 
the V-Convention, one of 
the largest events hosted 
bi-annually in Penang 
with a total delegate of 
15,000 in each round. 
This notable convention 
draws a majority of dele-
gates from India. ‘’PCEB 
is strategising compre-
hensive blueprints to po-
sition Penang higher in 
the Indian market. The 
growth and advance-
ments of the tourism in-
dustry in Penang is rapid-
ly moving forward now, 
especially in the main-
land of Penang,’’ said 

Ashwin Gunasekeran, 
CEO of Penang Conven-
tion & Exhibition Bureau 
(PCEB).  Moving for-
ward, Team PCEB will 
be doing more site in-
spections in the mainland 
to identify and utilise the 
products and services 
in Mainland, Penang 
for the MICE industry. 
This effort will also be 
in line with the vision 
and mission of Penang 
State Government. As a 
strategic partner, Malay-
sia Airlines will support 
and provide a wide range 
of services and connec-
tions across our local and 
global network. There-
fore, Penang is working 
closely to activate airline 
connectivity with India 
to accommodate the In-
dian market. Malaysia 
Airlines is also able to 

market Business Events 
Penang in their key mar-
kets, including India, the 
UK, China, Australia, 
North Asia and ASEAN 
Countries. During the 
Penang Roadshow to In-
dia, PCEB will also be 
launching its very own 
campaign ‘Chalo Pen-
ang’ in all the four cit-
ies. The campaign aims 
to strongly activate Pen-
ang as a preferred meet-
ing & leisure destination 
for the Indian travellers. 
This campaign will be 
an opportunity to foster 
mutually beneficial rela-
tionships with the India 
travel agents and explore 
potential avenues to en-
tice the India market, 
which is a key market for 
Penang.

Whirlwind visits of Rural MLA Bajireddy : 

Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : 
Nizamabad February 19 
; Today the State Road 
Transport Corporation 
Chairman Nizamabad 
Rural Legislator Bajired-
dy Govardhan made a 
whirlwind visit to Mopal 
mandal . The newly con-
structed double bedroom 

houses were inspected in 
Nailkal village of Mopal 
mandal, after which the 
MLA instructed the of-
ficials to ensure quality 
of work to the contractor 
and to complete the work 
quickly without any de-
lay in the construction 
and bring to their notice 
any problems in the con-

struction. On the occa-
sion of Shivaji Maharaj’s 
birth anniversary, Bhumi 
Pooja was performed in 
Nailkal and Sirpur vil-
lages, after which he said 
that he is a nickname for 
bravery, patriotism, pi-
ety and bravery. Navnath 
Siddulagutta, In Sirpur 
village a special pooja 
and jalabhishekam was 
performed for Lord Lin-
geswara in Sri Sri Pan-
chmukhi Lingeswara 
Temple. Sirpur Rajakota 
will be developed as a 
tourist center with a cost 
of Rs.32 lakhs. In Sirpur 
village, the royal fort 
with history was exam-
ined.Later, DE Lakshmi 
Narayana, Planning De-
partment, TPO Praveen, 

Teen Gives Part Of Liver To Father, 
Becomes Youngest Organ Donor In India

Thrissur: A 17-year-old 
girl from Kerala has do-
nated a part of her liver to 
her father, becoming the 
youngest organ donor in 
the country. Devananda, 
a Class 12 student, had 
approached the Kerala 
High Court seeking an 
exemption as the law in 
the country does not al-
low minors to donate 
organs. After getting the 
court’s nod, Devananda 
on February 9 donated 
a portion of her liver to 
save her ailing father 
Pratheesh - who is suf-
fering from chronic liv-
er disease. 48-year-old 
Pratheesh runs a cafe 
in Thrissur. Devananda 

made drastic changes in 
her diet and joined a lo-
cal gym with regular ex-
ercises to ensure her liver 
was in the best condition 
for donation. The surgery 
was conducted at Raja-

giri Hospital in Aluva. 
Appreciating the heroic 
efforts of Devananda, the 
hospital waived off the 
surgery expenses. After 
a week’s stay in hospi-
tal, Devananda has been 

discharged from hospital 
and says she is “proud, 
happy and relieved”. 
Pratheesh’s life suddenly 
turned upside down when 
he was diagnosed with a 
liver disease along with 

cancerous lesion. Deva-
nanda decided to donate 
a portion of her liver to 
her father after the family 
could not find a suitable 
donor. According to the 
Transplantation of Hu-
man Organ Act, 1994, the 
provisions do not permit 
donation of organs from 
minors. She explored 
all possibilities and ap-
proached the Kerala High 
Court after finding that in 
a similar case, a court had 
allowed the organ dona-
tion by a minor child. 
7 Comments The court 
while giving a go ahead 
to Devananda praised her 
for fighting against all 
odds.

WPP conducts meeting on wakf properties : Tamil Nadu moves SC, challenges validity of NEET
New Delhi: The Tamil Nadu 
government has moved the 
Supreme Court challenging 
the validity of the National 
Eligibility cum Entrance 
Examination (NEET) for 
admissions in medical 
courses in colleges across 
the nation, alleging that the 
single window common test 
is violative of the principle 
of federalism. The NEET is 
a pre-medical entrance test 
for admissions in under-
graduate medical courses 
such as MBBS and BDS 
and also for post-graduate 
courses in government and 
private medical colleges. In 
a lawsuit, filed under Article 
131 of the Constitution, the 

state government has al-
leged that the principle of 
federalism, which is part 
of the basic structure of the 
Constitution, is being vio-
lated by examinations like 
NEET as it takes away the 

autonomy of states to make 
decisions regarding educa-
tion. The plea, filed through 
lawyer Amit Anand Tiwari, 
said the validity of NEET 
was upheld in 2020 by the 
apex court on grounds that 

it was required to curb the 
evil of unfair practises such 
as granting admission based 
on paying capacity of can-
didates, charging capitation 
fee, large-scale malpractic-
es, exploitation of students, 
profiteering, and commer-
cialisation. However, such 
grounds are not applicable 
in the case of admissions to 
government seats and the 
reasoning of the judgment 
is applicable only to private 
college seats, it said, adding 
the verdict upholding the 
NEET does not bind a state 
in so far as admissions to 
government.

TNGOU Organised inter district level department games : 
Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : Nizam-
abad February 20 ; Under 
the auspices of TNGOU 
Honorary Employees 
presided over by District 
Chairman Aluka Kishan 
on 21th to 25th Febru-
ary. The 34th district level 
inter-departmental games 
are being held. The emer-
gency district executive 
meeting organized at TN-
GO’s office today. Honor-
ary Joint Districts MLC Mrs. 
Kalvakuntla Kavita, RTC 
Chairman Nizambad Rural 

MLA Bajireddy Govardhan, 
Armoor MLA Asanna Gari 
Jeevan Reddy participated 
in the opening and closing 

ceremony.  District Minister 
Vemula Prashant Reddy, 
Urban MLA Bigala Ganesh 
Gupta, Bodhan MLA Sha-

keel, ZP Chairman Dada-
nna Gari Vittal Rao, City 
Mayor Dandu Neetu Kiran 
and other chief guests an-
nounced the arrival of the 
inauguration and closing 
ceremony at the new Col-
lector Integrated Office 
Complex (IDOC) grounds.  
He said that the organiza-
tion is being organized 
and the employees of all 
the departments should 
cooperate and make the 
sports a success. Honorary 
employee JAC chairman 
requested.

Another major investment in Telangana! Gland Pharma 
announced over Rs 400 Cr investment in Genome Valley. 
The facility will have potential to generate employment 
to over 500 local youth. The announcement was made 

after Industries Minister KTR’s meeting with the MD and 
CEO of Gland Pharma, Srinivas Sadu, today. 

Photo Caption ;left to Right   M.C. Kavitha tourism, Ashwin Gunasekeran, CEO of Penang Convention & Exhibition 
Bureau (PCEB)., Datin Bharathi, supaiah, Director of penang  convention and exhibition bureau, bureau,  Mr. Imran 

Mohammed,  Malaysia Airlins

Municipal Corporation 
Approval of budget 2023-2024 : 

Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : Nizam-
abad, February 20 : The 
Nizamabad Municipal Cor-
poration’s proposed bud-
get for the financial year 
2023-2024 has been ap-
proved. Nizamabad Urban 
Legislators Bigala Ganesh 
Gupta, Collector Rajeev 
Gandhi Hanmanthuand 
Additional Collector Chi-
tra Mishra participated in 
a special meeting presid-
ed over by Mayor Dandu 
Neetukiran at the local 
New Ambedkar Bhavan 
on Monday.  Along with 
the proposed budget for 

the year 2023-2024, the 
revised estimated budget 
for 2022-2023 was intro-
duced in the meeting and 
approved by the council 
members.  As on April 01, 
2022 the opening balance 
is Rs.  8257.68 Lakhs, 2022 
- 2023 Revised Estimat-
ed General Revenue Rs.  
8777.10 lakhs and total Rs.  
17034.78 lakhs.  Estimated 
general income in 2023-
2024 is Rs.17303.77 lakhs 
have been included in the 
budget.  Cost Rs. 9007.44 
lakhs and by the end of 
March 20224 Rs.8296.33 
lakhs is expected.

₹20 lakh worth SDF  awarding : Indian Horizon Bureau Chief M.A.Samad : Nizamabad 
February 19 ; Today in Jakranpally Mandal about ₹5 lakh rupees for Community Hall of 
Chintalur Grama Vaddera Sangam, in Nizamabad Rural Mandal. ₹5 lakhs for Commu-

nity Hall to Gundaram Grama Mala Sangh. ₹5 lakh rupees for community hall to Gupan 
Pallygrama Rajaka Sangh. Sanctioned SDF proceeding papers distributed

Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : Hyder-
abad February 19 ; Today 
on Sunday 19th February 
at 12.30 pm Mohammed 
Abdul Aziz  State President 
MPJTS addressed  a com-
bined meeting of Wakf 
Protection Committee at 
media plus, opposite  Gun-
foundary, Hyderabad, all 
parties dignitaries and so-
cial activist actively partici-
pated, meeting followed 
by Joint Statement and 
combined resolution, in 
respect of Wakf properties 
protection and demanded 
the Wakf Commissionarate 
with judicial powers, long 
term written promises 

announced by TRS party 
during 2014  and 2019 
manifesto, as on today a 

unfulfilled promise, a wake 
up call for 2023. He said 
that the forthcoming elec-

tion are near, but People 
are definitely innocent but 
not fools.
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What Is The ‘Delhi Liquor Scam’? Your 10-Point Guide
New Delhi: Delhi’s 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia has been 
called for questioning 
today by the CBI in con-
nection with the capital’s 
now-scrapped liquor 
sales policy, thrusting 
the case into the spotlight 
once again. Here is your 
10-point explainer on 
the alleged Delhi liquor 
scam: The investiga-
tion relates to the now-
withdrawn Delhi liquor 
sales policy introduced 
in 2021. Manish Sisodia 
is the head of Delhi’s ex-
cise department, which 
is how he has come into 
the line of fire. Under 
the policy, in a depar-
ture from norms in most 
states, the government 
no longer had anything 
to do with selling liquor 
and allowed only private 
shops to do so. The cen-
tral aim was to stop black 
marketing, increase reve-
nue and improve the con-
sumer experience. It also 
allowed the home deliv-
ery of liquor and shops 
to stay open till 3 AM. 

Licensees could also of-
fer unlimited discounts. 
The government reported 
a substantial 27 per cent 
increase in income from 
the policy, generating 
around ₹ 8,900 crore. 
However, the reforms 
soon ran into trouble, first 
with the Economic Of-
fences Wing of the Delhi 
Police, which reports to 
the BJP-led government 
at the centre. Then, with 
Delhi’s new Lieutenant 
Governor VK Saxena, 
also a representative of 

the central government. 
Citing a report from 
Delhi’s top bureaucrat 
which accused Mr Siso-
dia of bending rules and 
providing undue benefits 
to liquor vend licensees, 
Mr Saxena asked for a 
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) probe. Not 
long after, Manish Siso-
dia said the policy was 
going to be cancelled 
because the BJP was 
using the investigating 
agencies it controls to in-
timidate vendors. He also 

blamed Mr Saxena’s pre-
decessor Anil Baijal for 
a “last-minute change” 
that crippled the reforms. 
Mr Sisodia is yet to be 
named as accused in the 
charge sheet filed by the 
agency, but last year, the 
CBI raided 31 locations, 
including his home. The 
agency did not find any-
thing incriminating, the 
minister said - a stand 
not challenged by the 
agency. Separately, the 
Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) also launched 

a probe into the Delhi 
liquor scam, alleging 
money laundering, and 
claimed a liquor lob-
by dubbed the “South 
Group” paid at least ₹ 
100 crore in kickbacks to 
AAP for its Goa election 
campaign via one of the 
arrested businessmen. 
The ED widened the 
scope of the probe, go-
ing as far as to implicate 
K Kavitha, daughter of 
Telangana Chief Minister 
K Chandrashekar Rao, 
another strident critic of 
the BJP, and arresting 
her former accountant. 
It claimed the policy 
caused a ₹ 2,800 crore 
loss to the government. 
The AAP has dismissed 
all charges and said the 
investigation is the BJP’s 
attempt to settle politi-
cal scores. However, it 
has maintained that it 
will cooperate with in-
vestigators. Party boss 
and Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal on 
Saturday said, “There is 
no such thing as a liquor 
scam. We formulated the 
best and most transparent 

Farmer Loses Lakhs To Fraudsters
New Delhi: 55-year-old 
Pawan Kumar Soni, a 
farmer based in Sri Gan-
ganagar City in Rajast-
han, became a victim of 
a cyber fraud when his 
26-year-old son Harsh 
Vardhan opened a link 
from a phishing message 
that flashed on his mo-
bile phone. Within min-
utes, more than ₹ 8 lakh 
was withdrawn from his 
account in four differ-
ent transactions. Harsh 
Vardhan, who lives in 
Dwarka in Delhi, had his 
phone number registered 
with his father’s account 
at the State Bank of In-
dia branch of Sri Ganga-
nagar City. The message, 
which was delivered on 
his mobile at around 3.45 
PM on Saturday, January 
7, said, “Your account 
is blocked, please up-
date your KYC.” Harsh 
already had a YONO 
application but the mo-
ment he clicked on the 
link, another duplicate 
app downloaded on his 
phone. “I thought that I 
should update my KYC 
on this new app so I en-
tered my user ID and 

password. Suddenly, I 
started receiving mes-
sages for the withdrawal 
of money from my fa-
ther’s account and in 
seven minutes we lost ₹ 
8,03,899,” Mr Vardhan 
said. Later on, he realised 
that with the help of the 
duplicate app, his phone 
was hacked and the user 
ID and password that he 
had entered, were ac-
cessed by a cyber fraud 
sitting somewhere else. 
The money swindled was 
a loan that his father had 
taken under Kisan Credit 
Card Scheme for farming 
purposes. Mr Vardhan 
called his father in Gan-
ganagar City, who rushed 
to the bank to inform the 
manager. Vardhan went 
to the District Cyber Cell 
in Dwarka where he was 
asked to lodge an online 
complaint and visit the 
office on any working 
day. The bank manager, 
at the request of his fa-
ther, acted swiftly and 
called the local cyber 
cell. The manager also 
sent an email to finan-
cial institutions to get 
those accounts blocked 

in which the money was 
transferred. Mr Soni said, 
“The manager informed 
me that money went 
from my account to three 
accounts - ₹ 5 lakh and 
1.24 lakh went into PayU, 
1,54,899 was transferred 
into CCAvenue, and the 
rest ₹ 25,000 went into 
Axis Bank.” Both PayU 
and CCAvenue are digi-
tal payment companies 
that act as a bridge be-
tween customers and 
business ventures. They 
collect payments from 
buyers when they make 
online purchases and 
deliver these to the mer-
chants’ bank accounts. 
“The bank manager in-
formed me that PayU 
reverted to his email and 
said that it withheld the 
money. It also said that 
if it wouldn’t receive any 
email from the cyber-
crime dept within two 
days for the reversal of 
the amount, it would re-
lease the money into the 
merchant’s account,” Mr 
Soni alleged. CCAvenue 
said that it also responded 
to the cyber officials and 
provided all information 

New Delhi: The Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
today, after hours of sus-
pense, accepted Delhi 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia’s request 
to defer his questioning 
in a case linked to alleged 
corruption in the scrapped 
liquor sales policy. Here’s 
your 10-point cheatsheet 
to this big story: Fresh 
summons will soon be 
issued, officials said. Mr 
Sisodia had earlier this 
morning requested the 
probe agency to give him 
till end of February as he 
was busy in preparing 
Delhi’s budget. Speak-
ing to NDTV, he said 
Delhi’s budget process 
is in its final stages, and 
he is working “day and 

night” to complete it on 
time. “I got the CBI no-
tice yesterday, when I am 
working day and night to 
prepare Delhi’s budget. 
Every day is important 
to ensure there is no de-
lay,” Mr Sisodia, who is 
also the Finance Minister 
of Delhi, said. He is not 
afraid of getting arrested 
and is not running away 
from any questions, but it 
shouldn’t be “at the cost 
of the people of Delhi”, 
he had said, terming the 
CBI summons a politi-
cal with-hunt.  Pointing 
to the timing of the CBI 
notice, he said that just a 
day after the BJP lost a 
case regarding the Mayor 
election in the Supreme 
Court, he was summoned 

for questioning. Claiming 
the notices were sent at 
“the behest of the BJP”, 
he said the agency can 
arrest him later as well, 
after he has presented the 
budget. The investiga-
tion relates to the now-
withdrawn Delhi liquor 
sales policy introduced 
in 2021. Manish Sisodia 
is the head of Delhi’s ex-
cise department, which is 
how he has come into the 
line of fire. The Bharatiya 
Janata Party called Mr Si-
sodia’s request an excuse 
to run away from ques-
tions. Taunting Mr Siso-
dia, BJP’s Delhi spokes-
person Harish Khurana 
said he looked nervous 
from his body language. 
“I am not running away 

from the questions, I am 
just saying that the work 
of the budget will be de-
railed... That’s why I have 
requested the CBI for 
time till the end of Feb-
ruary,” Mr Sisodia said. 
Mr Sisodia is yet to be 
named as accused in the 
charge sheet filed by the 
agency, but last year, the 
CBI raided 31 locations, 
including his home. The 
agency did not find any-
thing incriminating, the 
minister said - a stand not 
challenged by the agency. 
Separately, the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
also launched a probe, 
alleging money launder-
ing, and claimed a liquor 
lobby dubbed the “South 
Group” paid at least Rs 

100 crore in kickbacks 
to AAP for its Goa elec-
tion campaign via one of 
the arrested businessmen. 
They also questioned 
K Kavitha, daughter of 
Telangana Chief Minister 
K Chandrashekar Rao, 
another strident critic 
of the BJP, and arrested 
her former accountant. 
Mr Sisodia, the deputy 
of Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal, and others face 
corruption allegations 
in bringing a new liquor 
sale policy in the national 
capital. Lieutenant Gov-
ernor VK Saxena had or-
dered the CBI probe last 
year. VK Saxena had or-
dered the CBI probe last 
year.

Delhi Records Minimum Temperature Of 
13.1 Degrees, Air Quality Very Poor

At 31.5 Degrees, Delhi Records 
Hottest February Day In 2 Years

New Delhi: Delhi on Sun-
day recorded a maximum 
temperature of 31.5 degrees 
Celsius, seven notches 
above the season’s average 
and the highest in the month 
in two years, the India Me-
teorological Department 
said. The minimum temper-
ature settled at 11.4 degrees 
Celsius, normal for the sea-
son, it said. The relative hu-
midity oscillated between 
50 per cent and 95 per cent. 
The weather department 
has predicted shallow fog 
for Monday morning. The 
maximum and minimum 
temperatures are likely to 
settle at 32 and 12 degrees 

Celsius, respectively. At 6 
pm, the 24-hour air quality 
index (AQI) in the national 
capital stood at 332, under 
the ‘very poor’ category. 
An AQI between zero and 
50 is considered ‘good’, 51 
and 100 ‘satisfactory’, 101 

and 200 ‘moderate’, 201 
and 300 ‘poor’, 301 and 400 
‘very poor’, and 401 and 
500 ‘severe’. On Friday, the 
maximum and minimum 
temperatures settled at 29.6 
and 11.7 degrees Celsius, 
respectively.

Delhi Government’s Warning To Bike Taxis
New Delhi: The Trans-
port department has cau-
tioned bike taxis against 
running on the roads of 
Delhi, warning that it 
was a violation of the 
Motor Vehicles Act, 
1988, that would make 
aggregators liable for 
a fine of ₹ 1 lakh. The 
use of two-wheelers for 
commercial purposes is 
in violation of the Motor 
Vehicles Act, 1988. The 
first offence could lead to 
a fine of ₹ 5,000 while a 
second offence could in-
cur a ₹ 10,000 fine and 
imprisonment of up to a 
year, the department said 
in a public notice. The 

driver will also lose their 
licence for three months 
under the circumstances. 
The notice said some 
app-based companies are 
portraying themselves 
as aggregators in viola-
tion of the 1988 act. This 
will be punishable with a 
fine of ₹ 1 lakh. Earlier 
this month, the Supreme 

Court refused to grant 
relief to bike taxi ag-
gregator Rapido against 
the Maharashtra govern-
ment’s refusal to grant 
licence to it. Rapido 
Moves Supreme Court 
Against Bombay HC Or-
der to Stop Operations 
in Maharashtra Rapido 
Moves Supreme Court 

Against Bombay HC Or-
der to Stop Operations 
in Maharashtra High 
Court Pulls Up Maha-
rashtra Government For 
Uncertainty Over Bike 
Taxi Policy High Court 
Pulls Up Maharashtra 
Government For Uncer-
tainty Over Bike Taxi 
Policy States Directed To 
Form Units In Police Sta-
tions For Motor Accident 
Claims States Directed 
To Form Units In Police 
Stations For Motor Acci-
dent Claims It had noted 
that amendments made 
to the Motor Vehicles 
Act in 2019 made it clear 
that aggregators cannot 

operate without a valid 
licence. A bench of Chief 
Justice DY Chandrachud 
and Justices PS Narasim-
ha and Justice JB Pardi-
wala noted that Pune’s 
Regional Transport Of-
fice had rejected its plea 
for licence on December 
21. The bench said Rop-
pen Transportation Ser-
vices Private Limited 
(Rapido) can challenged 
the state government’s 
January 19 notification 
which prohibited the use 
of “non-transport ve-
hicle” from car pooling 
in Bombay High Court. 
It stated that the validity 
of the RTO’s December 

Nikki Yadav’s Partner’s Father Was 
Arrested Earlier In Another Murder Case

New Delhi: The father 
of Nikki Yadav’s part-
ner, who killed her and 
stuffed her body in a 
fridge at a roadside res-
taurant owned by his 
family in Delhi, had 
been arrested in a murder 
case earlier, said police 
sources on Monday. The 
police have taken Sahil 
Gehlot and his father Vi-
render to the dhaba where 
Nikki’s body was found 
in a fridge, to recreate 

the crime scene, sources 
said. The police pro-
duced Virender, Sahil’s 
two cousins Ashish and 
Naveen, and two friends 
Amar and Lokesh, at the 
residence of the Duty 
Magistrate on Friday. 
Sahil and Nikki got mar-
ried in a temple three 
years back, according 
to the police. Nikki had 
invited her family to the 
wedding but they did not 
approve of the marriage 

due to caste differences. 
Suspecting the involve-
ment of Sahil’s father, 
cousins, and two friends, 
the police had interrogat-
ed them too and arrested 
them after finding their 
answers contradicting 
Sahil’s statement, said 
sources. A day after their 
arrest, the police took 
them to the dhaba where 
Sahil had stuffed Nikki’s 
body in a fridge, they 
added. According to the 

police, his friends said 
Nikki and Sahil got mar-
ried in 2020 when they 
lived in Greater Noida. 
“This is why the police 
took Sahil to the house in 
Noida where they lived. 
The neighbours were 
also questioned,” sources 
said. The investigation 
so far has revealed that 
Nikki’s family members 
were aware of her mar-
riage, though they have 
denied it since the begin-

Tantrik Raped, Impregnated 14-Year-
Old Girl On Pretext Of Exorcism

New Delhi: A ‘tantrik’ 
has been accused of rap-
ing a 14-year-old on the 
pretext of exorcism, the 
police said on Sunday. 
The police further said 
that after the matter was 
reported to the police, a 
case under the Protection 
of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act 
was registered. “A ‘tant-
rik’ has been accused of 
raping a 14-year-old. The 

victim’s mother took her 
to tantrik for exorcism. 

He repeatedly raped her, 
she was 2 months preg-
nant. After the matter was 
reported to the police, a 
case under POCSO was 
registered,” a Delhi Po-
lice official said on Sun-
day. According to the 
police, the girl was un-
well some time ago, after 
which the girl’s mother 
took her to a ‘tantrik’ for 
exorcism. “The accused, 
after some time, came to 

the girl’s house and then 
sent the mother out of the 
room and raped the girl. 
He did this 2-3 times. The 
girl told the police in her 
complaint that her health 
deteriorated again and 
an ultrasound revealed 
that she was two months 
pregnant. After this, the 
matter was informed to 
the police,” the police 
said further.

New Delhi: Delhiites 
woke up to a humid Mon-
day morning with the 
minimum temperature 
settling at 13.1 degrees 
Celsius, two notches 

above the season’s aver-
age. The relative humid-
ity in the city at 8.30 am 
was recorded at 91 per 
cent. The weatherman 
has forecast partly cloudy 

sky for the day with the 
maximum temperature 
likely to hover around 32 
degrees Celsius. Mean-
while, Delhi’s air quality 
stood in the ‘very poor’ 
category as the air quality 
index (AQI) read 343. An 
AQI between zero and 50 
is considered ‘good’, 51 
and 100 ‘satisfactory’, 
101 and 200 ‘moderate’, 
201 and 300 ‘poor’, 301 
and 400 ‘very poor’, and 
401 and 500 ‘severe’. 
Delhi on Sunday recorded 
a maximum temperature 
of 31.5 degrees Celsius, 
seven notches above the 
season’s average and the 
highest in the month in 
two years, the India Me-
teorological Department 
said. The minimum tem-
perature settled at 11.4 
degrees Celsius, normal 
for the season, it said.

CBI Accepts Manish Sisodia’s 
Request For Time, No New Date Yet
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Chhattisgarh Coal Levy Scam: ‘Third Rate 
Politics of PM Modi’, Congress After ED Raids

New Delhi: The Con-
gress on Monday (Febru-
ary 20, 2023) termed the 
Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) raids against its 
party leaders in Chhattis-
garh as an example of the 
“third-rate politics” of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. Speaking after ED 
conducted fresh searches 
across Chhattisgarh as 
part of an ongoing inves-
tigation into the coal levy 
money laundering case, 
Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh said 
that his party will not be 
intimidated by such “tac-
tics”. This is not ‘Amrit 
Kaal’ but an “undeclared 

emergency”, he said at 
a joint press conference 
with Congress spokes-
person Pawan Khera. 
Ramesh alleged that the 
probe agencies are be-
ing misused by the pres-
ent regime. He said 17 
opposition parties have 
already come together 
against the grant of pow-
ers to the ED under the 
PMLA and the opposi-
tion will jointly file the 
review petition in the 
Supreme Court against 
its previous judgment 
on the issue. The two 
leaders charged that the 
prime minister is practis-
ing the politics of “ven-

detta and vengeance” by 
raiding Congress leaders 
in Chhattisgarh. Their 
reactions came after the 
central probe agency 
on Monday conducted 
searches at multiple lo-
cations in Chhattisgarh, 
including at premises 
linked to Congress party 
leaders. The raids come 
days before the three-
day plenary session of 
the Congress party from 
February 24-26 in the 
state capital Raipur. BJP 
‘frustrated’ with Gautam 
Adani’s truth revelation: 
Bhupesh Baghel after 
ED raids Chhattisgarh 
Congress leaders Chhat-
tisgarh Chief Minister 
Bhupesh Baghel also re-
acted to ED raids and al-
leged that the crackdown 
shows BJP’s frustration 
over the party conven-
tion in the state’s capital 
and the true revelation 
of industrialist Gautam 
Adani by Hindenburg 
report. Taking to Twitter, 
he said, “Today the ED 
has raided the houses of 
many of my colleagues, 
including the treasurer of 

the Chhattisgarh Pradesh 
Congress Committee, the 
former vice-president of 
the party, and an MLA. 
After four days there is a 
Congress convention in 
Raipur. Our spirits cannot 
be broken by stopping our 
people engaged in prepa-
rations like this.” The 
Congress leader also said 
that the raids show the 
level of frustration of the 
BJP in the wake of Bharat 
Jodo Yatra`s success and 
Hindenburg`s report on 
Adani`s truth. by Tabool-
aSponsored LinksYou 
May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to 
your name Golden Gate 
University Learn from 
IIT Madras Faculty & In-
dustry Experts Intellipaat 
“BJP is frustrated with 
the success of `Bharat 
Jodo Yatra` and the truth 
of Adani being revealed. 
This raid is an attempt 
to divert attention. The 
country knows the truth. 
We will fight and win,” 
he tweeted. According to 
officials, the ED searches 
are underway since early 
this morning.

‘Adani ki Sacchai Khulne se...’: Chhattisgarh 
CM Bhupesh Baghel Blasts BJP After ED Raids

Raipur: As the Enforce-
ment Directorate raided 
the offices and residential 
premises of Chhattisgarh 
Congress leaders in a 
coal levy scam case, state 
Chief Minister Bhupesh 
Baghel on Monday al-
leged that the crackdown 
shows BJP`s frustration 
over party convention 
in the state`s capital and 
revelation of Adani by 
Hindenburg report. Tak-
ing to Twitter, he said, 
“Today the ED has raided 
the houses of many of my 
colleagues, including the 
treasurer of the Chhattis-
garh Pradesh Congress 
Committee, the former 
vice-president of the 
party, and an MLA. After 
four days there is a Con-
gress convention in Rai-
pur. Our spirits cannot be 
broken by stopping our 
people engaged in prepa-
rations like this.”He also 
said that the raids show 
the level of frustration 
of the BJP in the wake of 
Bharat Jodo Yatra`s suc-
cess and Hindenburg`s 
report on Adani`s truth. 
“BJP is frustrated with 

the success of `Bharat 
Jodo Yatra` and the truth 
of Adani being revealed. 
This raid is an attempt 
to divert attention. The 
country knows the truth. 
We will fight and win,” 
CM Baghel tweeted. Ear-
lier today, ED conducted 
fresh searches at nearly a 
dozen locations in Chhat-
tishgarh in mining and 
alleged coal levy scam. 
The places searched in-
clude residential and of-
fice premises of various 

Congress leaders nam-
ing Ram Gopal Agar-
wal, Girish Devangan, 
RP Singh, Vinod Tiwari 
ad Sunny Agrawal, said 
sources. The investiga-
tion relates to “a massive 
scam in which illegal 
levy of Rs 25 was being 
extorted for every tonne 
of coal transported in 
Chhattisgarh by a cartel 
involving senior bureau-
crats, businessmen, poli-
ticians and middlemen”, 
the agency has alleged. 

Chief Minister Bhupesh 
Baghel`s deputy secre-
tary Saumya Chaurasia, 
Vishnoi, coal trader and 
alleged “main kingpin 
of the scam” Suryakant 
Tiwari, his uncle Laxmi-
kant Tiwari and another 
coal businessman Sunil 
Agrawal have been ar-
rested in this case till 
now.The money launder-
ing case stems from an 
Income Tax department 
complaint that was regis-
tered following.

14 Indian States On List Of World’s Top 100 Facing Huge Climate Risk
New Delhi: Most of In-
dia’s major states, be it 
economic powerhouses 
like Tamil Nadu or Ma-
harashtra, or those with 
high populations like 
Uttar Pradesh or Bihar, 
have been ranked among 
top 100 states for climate 
risk in the built environ-
ment. A new climate risk 
analysis says the biggest 
damage risk in India is 
from flooding in 14 In-
dian states. That’s about 
one billion people, or 
one in every eight people 
globally; each state is 
equivalent to a mid-size 
or small country rang-
ing from Pakistan to the 
UK to Venezuela. China, 
the US and India domi-
nate over half the list of 
the top 100. The report 
‘Gross Domestic Cli-
mate Risk’ is a complex 
one, given the task it sets 
out to do, which is to be 
a measure for banks, in-
vestors, businesses and 
policymakers. It is an at-

tempt to price the risk of 
global warming in finan-
cial markets, given the 
amount of capital invest-
ment in the assets at risk 
in these states. It assesses 
the physical climate risk 
to the built environment 
in over 2,600 territories 
around the world in 2050. 
The more built-up a state, 
the greater the risk. It’s 
been created by Australia-
based Cross Dependency 
Initiative or XDI, which 
counts global banks and 
companies as part of its 
clientele; it is a part of 
the Climate Risk Group 
of companies quantify-

ing the costs of climate 
change. Flooding is only 
one of the eight different 
climate-related hazards 
the report has considered. 
These are riverine and 
surface flooding which 
is the biggest threat to 
the built environment 
globally, coastal inunda-
tion (coastal flooding), 
extreme heat, forest fire, 
soil movement (drought-
related), extreme wind, 
and freeze thaw. rs83g2j 
China, the US and In-
dia dominate over half 
the list of the top 100 
states for climate risk in 
the built environment. 

Another stand-out point 
for India is that a glance 
at the global heatmap 
shows it to be one of the 
very few countries where 
most of the territory is at 
risk. The report’s authors, 
in a response to a ques-
tion from NDTV, explain 
why: After China, India 
has the second highest 
number of states in the 
top 100 of the ranking 
for aggregated damage 
in 2050. The states that 
top tend to have the fol-
lowing features: they are 
large and they have areas 
of built infrastructure, in-
dustry, cities and towns 
that are particularly ex-
posed to extreme weather 
and climate change haz-
ards, particularly surface 
and riverine flooding. 
The 14 Indian states in 
the top 100 in the world 
for damage risk all share 
flooding as their main 
hazard - Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, Assam, Rajast-
han, Tamil Nadu, Maha-

rashtra, Gujarat, Punjab, 
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
West Bengal, Haryana, 
Karnataka and Andhra 
Pradesh. Because the re-
port is focused only on 
the built environment, it 
does not include the cli-
mate risks on agricultural 
production, biodiversity 
or human wellbeing and 
other such impacts but in 
no way are these risks di-
minished by the report’s 
analysis. This is why it 
doesn’t reflect the kind of 
extreme temperatures, for 
mid-February, that many 
Indian cities are currently 
experiencing, from Leh 
to Shimla to Mumbai. 
XDI’s CEO claims this 
is the most sophisticated 
analysis of physical cli-
mate risk yet. For the first 
time, Rohan Hamden 
says, the finance indus-
try can directly compare 
Mumbai, New York and 
Berlin using a like-for-
like methodology. 

Police Vehicle On Guard After Stones 
Thrown At A Owaisi’s Delhi House

New Delhi: Delhi Police 
on Monday launched an 
investigation on a com-
plaint of attack at the 
residence of AIMIM 
chief and MP Asaduddin 
Owaisi in the national 
capital. A patrolling ve-
hicle of the Delhi Police 
was also stationed out-
side Mr Owaisi’s resi-
dence in the wake of the 
alleged stone-throwing 
incident. “Legal action 
is being taken in the mat-
ter. Mr Owaisi wasn’t 
present at his residence 
when the alleged incident 
happened,” police said, 
adding that a brick was 

found in the parking area 
at the rear entrance of his 
house. Around 5.30 pm 
on Sunday, some uniden-
tified persons had alleg-
edly thrown the bricks at 
the AIMIM chief’s resi-
dence, damaging win-
dows. Mr Owaisi later 
approached the police 
and lodged a complaint in 
the matter. Acting on the 
complaint, a Delhi Police 
team led by an additional 
DCP visited his residence 
and surveyed the scene 
of the alleged attack. In 
his complaint lodged at 
Parliament Street po-
lice station, the AIMIM 

chief alleged that a group 
of “miscreants” threw 
stones at his residence, 
damaging windows.”I 
reached my residence at 
11.30 pm to find the glass 
on my windows broken 
and bricks and stones ly-
ing around. My domes-
tic help informed that 
a group of miscreants 
threw bricks and stones 
at my residence around 
5.30 pm,” Mr Owaisi 
said. The AIMIM chief 
claimed it was the fourth 
such attack at his resi-
dence. “This is the fourth 
time such an attack has 
taken place. The area sur-
rounding my house has 
enough CCTV cameras, 
and the culrprits could 
easily identified and ap-
prehended. It is unfor-
tunate such incidents of 
vandalism are happening 
with such impunity in a 
high-security zone,” Mr 
Owaisi said in his com-
plaint.

“Azam Khan’s Game Is Over, Will Pay 
For His Sins”: Jaya Prada

Meerut, UP: Taking 
a dig at Azam Khan, 
actor-turned-politician 
Jaya Prada has said the 
embattled Samajwadi 
Party leader was pun-
ished for his doing and 
that he will have to “pay 
for his sins”. The former 
Rampur MP, who was in 
Meerut for attending a 
programme, told report-
ers on Sunday, “In poli-
tics, there are differences 
between different par-
ties, but there should not 

be so much arrogance of 
power that one forgets to 
respect women and starts 
doing injustice to the 
poor and downtrodden.” 
“Azam Khan and his 
son Abdullah Azam do 
not know how to respect 
women. Azam Khan has 
been punished for his 
doing,” she added. The 
BJP leader further said, 
“Azam Khan’s game is 
over. They (Azam and 
his son) will have to 
pay for their sins.” No-

tably, Jaya Prada and 
Azam Khan had run 
into many controversies 
in the past. An FIR was 
lodged against the senior 
SP leader over his “kha-
ki underwear” remarks 
against the BJP leader, 
who was then fighting 
the Lok Sabha polls from 
Rampur against him in 
2019. Azam Khan, who 
was elected MLA from 
Rampur Sadar seat in the 
Uttar Pradesh Assembly 
elections held last year, 

was disqualified after 
being sentenced to three 
years imprisonment for 
giving hate speech dur-
ing the campaign for the 
2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. His son Abdullah 
Azam, who won from 
Swar seat, was also dis-
qualified after being sen-
tenced to two years in 
prison recently for hold-
ing illegal sit-in demon-
strations in 2008. Talking 
about the upcoming 2024 
general elections.

Gujarat Seeks Death Penalty For 11 
Godhra Train Burning Convicts

New Delhi: The Gujarat 
government on Monday 
told the Supreme Court 
that it will press for the 
death penalty to 11 con-
victs whose sentences in 
the 2002 Godhra train 
burning case were com-
muted to life imprison-
ment by the state’s high 
court. A bench compris-
ing Chief Justice D Y 
Chandrachud and Jus-
tices P S Narasimha and 
J B Pardiwala also fixed 
the bail pleas of sev-
eral accused in the case 

for hearing after three 
weeks. It asked counsel 
for both sides to file a 
consolidated chart giving 
details such as actual sen-
tences awarded to them 
and the period spent in 

jail till now. “We will 
be seriously pressing for 
award of death penalty to 
the convicts whose death 
penalties were commuted 
into life imprisonment 
(by the Gujarat High 

Court). This is the rarest 
of rare cases where 59 
people, including women 
and children, were burnt 
alive,” Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, appearing 
for the Gujarat govern-
ment, told the bench. “It 
is consistent everywhere 
that the bogey was locked 
from outside. Fifty-nine 
died, including ladies and 
children,” he added. Giv-
ing details, the law offi-
cer said 11 convicts were 
sentenced to death by the 
trial court.

SRK’s Motivational Words For Students Giving Board Exams
Mumbai: Shah Rukh Khan 
motivated 10th and 12th-
class students who are giv-
ing their board exams. On 
Monday, the ‘Pathaan’ ac-
tor conducted an #AskSRK 
session on Twitter, where 
he answered his fan’s ques-
tions. When a user asked 
him to give a few words of 
motivation for students of 
10th and 12th who’ll face 
board examination in the 
next few weeks. SRK re-

plied, “Study as hard as you 
can. Do not get anxious. I 
used to carry a placard in 
the school march past...’do 
your best and leave the 
rest’ just don’t stress. All the 
best.” CBSE Board exams 
2023 for classes 10 and 12 
got underway across the 
country. The examinations 
of Class 10 and Class 12 
are being held from Febru-
ary 15 to April 5, according 
to an official release from 

CBSE. CBSE has made elab-
orate arrangements for the 
conduct of examinations 
in India and in 26 countries 
abroad to ensure that all 
the important information 
for the conduct of exami-
nations is communicated 
to all responsible officials 
at the examination cen-
tres. CBSE has circulated 
detailed guidelines to all 
the stakeholders to ensure 
that the students are ap-

pearing in the examina-
tions without any stress. 
Apart from responding to 
tweets related to Pathaan’s 
success and upcoming 
projects, Shah Rukh Khan 
also addressed questions 
related to his personal life. 
Meanwhile, on the work 
front, SRK is busy shoot-
ing for Atlee’s directorial 
‘Jawan’. He recently headed 
to Pune for the film’s shoot. 

Ex-Andaman chief secy gets 
bail in rape case

The former chief secretary 
of Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands Jitendra Narain 
was granted bail by the 
Port Blair circuit bench of 
the Calcutta High Court 
on Monday in the rape 
case filed by a 21-year-old 
woman. The bench of Jus-
tice Chittaranjan Dash and 
Justice Md Nizamuddin 
granted conditional bail to 

Narain. Advocate Pathick 
Chandra Das, who repre-
sented the rape survivor, 
told PTI he was moving 
the Supreme Court against 
the bail order. “Narain was 
given conditional bail. 
Among the conditions are 
he cannot enter Andaman 
and Nicobar Island unless 
called for, he will not use 
officers to influence.
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The Dangers Of Election 
Commission’s Sena Order
The Election Commis-
sion of India, in a sur-
prise move on Friday, 
decided to hand over 
the Shiv Sena name and 
symbol to the Eknath 
Shinde faction, knowing 
fully well that the case 
between the two factions 
is in the Supreme Court, 
awaiting a verdict on the 
Speaker’s function and 
the disqualification of 
16 rebel MLAs. Surpris-
ingly, the Election Com-
mission handed over the 
party name and symbol 
to the very same faction 
that betrayed the lead-
ership and chose to run 
to Surat, Guwahati and 
Goa before forming a 
government in Maha-
rashtra along with the 
BJP. If this isn’t a mock-
ery of democracy, then 
what is? This is unas-
sailable proof that there 
is no independent agen-
cy that is functioning to 
uphold democratic prin-
ciples and constitutional 
morality. So complete 
is the centralisation of 
power that first, the 
Enforcement Director-
ate, CBI, and Income 
Tax were deployed to 
split the Sena, then the 
Election Commission 
of India - henceforth to 
be remembered as En-
tirely Compromised In-
stitution of India - was 
wheeled in to give this 
treachery a stamp of 
approval. The Eknath 
Shinde camp, instead 
of resigning and fac-
ing an election, as is the 
constitutional mandate 
for them, chose to steal 
power through deceit 
and manipulation. They 
may have stolen the 
mandate but they cannot 
take away the legacy of 
party founder Balasa-
heb Thackeray. With the 
exit of these rebels, the 
party has been purged of 
people who don’t have 
the stomach to fight the 
growing authoritarian-
ism of the BJP, a party 
that doesn’t mind finish-
ing off its long standing 
allies for its gains. The 
aftermath of the Sena 
split raises two very 
pertinent questions for 
India - the independence 
of executive institutions 
and the order of prece-
dence among the pil-
lars of democracy. The 
decision of the Elec-
tion Commission, or the 
Entirely Compromised 
Institution of India, is 
disappointing but pre-
dictable, given the state 
of India’s institutions 
under the BJP. A mere 
reading of the ‘final or-
der’ under the Election 
Symbols (Reservation 
and Allotment) Order, 
1968 is reflective of how 
the commission first ar-
rived at a conclusion, 
then framed the reason-

ing around it to justify 
the order. To quote, “the 
Commission was once 
again forced to rely upon 
‘Test of Majority’”. If 
the Commission were to 
indeed refer to the test, it 
must also delve into the 
aspect of how the ma-
jority was secured. The 
‘majority’ is nothing but 
an example of horse-
trading, allurement and 
coercion. If the apex 
body to regulate elec-
tions in the country does 
not qualitatively analyse 
such issues, politics will 
be reduced to a game of 
numbers. What is sur-
prising is the ruling that 
a “Test of Party Con-
stitution’ shows lack of 
internal party democra-
cy. Yet, there is enough 
and more evidence in 
the public domain that 
the election of Uddhav 
Thackeray followed the 
Election Commission 
rules and had the stamp 
of approval of all party 
representatives in 2018. 
As for inner party de-
mocracy, Uddhav Bala-
saheb Thackeray has the 
majority support of the 
grassroots workers of 
the Shiv Sena. The proof 
was in over 20 lakh affi-
davits of primary mem-
bers and 2.83 lakh affi-
davits of office bearers 
submitted to the Elec-
tion Commission, com-
pared to 12 lakh primary 
members and 711 office 
bearers of the Shinde 
faction. It is astonish-
ing to see the poll body 
ignorecadre support and 
rely on ‘legislative sup-
port’. While we are on 
internal party democ-
racy and transparency, 
will the ECI explain to 
the country how the BJP 
chooses its party presi-
dent? Indeed, to quote 
Arun Jaitley, “post-
retirement placements 
affect pre-retirement 
judgments”. Though 
this was said in the con-
text of the judiciary, it 
doesn’t seem misplaced 
to apply that statement 
to the ECI. This order 
is a dangerous devia-
tion from precedent. For 
instance, in 2017, when 
the AIADMK split be-
tween VK Sasikala and 
E Palaniswami, both 
factions took new names 
and symbols. Similarly, 
the Lok Janshakti Party 
split between Chirag 
Paswan and his uncle 
Pashupati Paras also 
required both factions 
to use new, modified 
names and party sym-
bols. These examples 
are for the ECI to un-
derstand that apart from 
numerical majority, it 
is important to consider 
the legacy of a party. 

From Porn Addiction To Vaping, What Bombay Begums Didn’t Show
Ahh, so our sensibilities 
have been hurt again. 
Our ‘precarious’ culture 
is under attack from an-
other Netflix show and 
‘Western influences’ will 
take down our children, 
announce those who 
think that if they scream 
loudly on social media, 
it becomes reality. This 
is true of our new soft 
target - OTT content. We 
are a society that seldom 
has the pulse of its chil-
dren. Those who are out-
raging over the portrayal 
of a 13-year-old girl in 
Bombay Begums pretend 
they see no evil and yet, 
ironically, talk evil - their 
public rant against the 
drama series is the real 
adult content. “She was 
fourteen when, bedrid-
den while recovering 
from a surgery, she start-
ed chatting online with 
another girl - or so she 
thought. They exchanged 
similar stories of adverse 
circumstances and before 
long, the other person 
had convinced Meera 
to share her nudes.” “I 
watch porn every day,” 
confides a fourteen-year-
old girl. “Even with it be-
ing banned, I downloaded 
VPN and I watch daily, 
since I was about ten, 
since I first got to know 
about sex.” “In my expe-
rience of over 35 years, I 
have never had children 
as young as 13 in my re-
hab till about five years 
ago. Since then, I have 
been seeing five to ten 
teenagers every month, 
and as of today, 25 per 
cent of the cases I see 
are teens...A favourite of 

school children as young 
as 12 is Mephedrone, or 
‘Meow Meow’ “ he tells 
me. “It does not have to 
be smoked and can be 
simply ingested by sniff-
ing.” These aren’t deleted 
portions from Bombay 
Begums, they are real 
conversations with real 
people - especially chil-
dren across schools in the 
country who confided in 
me for my book “Stoned, 
Shamed, Depressed”. 
This is the Netflix gener-
ation that identifies with 
all that is shown on Bom-
bay Begums - and more. 
Vaping (it is called “pen 
hookah” amongst the 
Tier-2 children in Mum-
bai and could be posing 
as the pen drive in your 
child’s geometry box), 
hacking Instagram to 

make a quick buck on the 
side, and sharing nudes 
is some additional con-
tent the makers can chew 
on if they are allowed to 
make a Season 2. By ac-
cusing the new release 
of glorifying wrongs, we 
have shown once again 
why even a ludicrous 
series like ‘Naagin’ has 
many runs. It does not 
make us uncomfortable 
with some home truths. 
Of course, the saas-bahu 
ones are ideal, they con-
tinue to enable a section 
of society that needs no 
enabling. No one is forc-
ing anyone to watch the 
show. If you don’t like 
it, don’t subscribe. Also, 
it has an 18+ rating, so 
act the adult and be the 
parent. Don’t allow your 
underage child to watch 

it. I won’t. If you can’t 
control that, the problem 
is yours, don’t blame it 
on a filmmaker. Many of 
those indignant are prob-
ably the same people who 
have given their child 
unrestricted freedom on 
a mobile at a young age. 
Shooting the messenger 
is our favourite pastime 
these days. A teenager is 
shown sniffing cocaine 
and we missed the wood 
from the trees, once again 
- the toll it is taking on a 
social media generation 
to ‘belong’. Our condi-
tioning prefers to dismiss 
it as a small sample, but 
many children that I have 
spoken to over a period 
of almost two years were 
from middle-class fami-
lies where daily joints 
are casual. Nor do I re-

call an uproar over nine 
and 10-year-olds on the 
streets who are addicted 
to drugs. Are they not 
young or are they not our 
children? The normali-
sation of drug culture 
among the youth does 
need urgent intervention 
- some children are them-
selves peddlers, earning 
a quick buck on the side 
and yet, “polluting young 
minds” is a convenient 
default mechanism that 
shifts responsibility away 
from us. All this as a Mi-
crosoft survey says that 
53% of Indian children 
between the ages of 8-17 
have been bullied online. 
There are expected to be 
more than 700 million 
smartphone users in the 
country by this year and 
with a dominant young 

population, imagine the 
lethal cocktail of vulner-
ability and aggression. 
Like Shai in Bombay Be-
gums, many children are 
on the outside looking in, 
Rani’s cut - throat corpo-
rate competition is not 
a patch on what a child 
can do in the despera-
tion to conform. Many 
schools that I spoke with 
said self-harm among 
students is an epidemic. 
Spiking water bottles is 
not unheard of in school 
corridors. Instead of 
blind denial, have we 
once stopped to ask why 
our children are crack-
ing? Misogyny trivialises 
anything uncomfortable 
- whether it is adolescent 
curiosity with the body 
or a woman struggling 
with hers. Bombay Be-
gums has barely touched 
the tip of peer pressure 
today. Ask most students 
and they will tell you that 
sex education remains at 
a nascent stage, mere to-
kenism even now. It is no 
secret that the preference 
remains to replace it with 
yoga lessons. Many chil-
dren have written in ask-
ing for help, they want 
to openly speak about 
this with their parents. I 
don’t envy them the task 
after seeing the reaction 
over Bombay Begums. 
Despite its claims, this 
generation is less woke 
and more confused but as 
adults, we have a choice. 
To understand why these 
days some children think 
they have none. why 
these days some children 
think they have none.

Single, Indian And 40-Something. It’s Better Than Ok
My sister and best friend 
are both single. They 
love children - mine. 
They play the perfect 
aunts, pampering my 
girls and smiling through 
the world of make-be-
lief, which is not always 
child’s play. Their only 
concern while travelling 
is that the person sit-
ting next to them knows 
how to wear headphones. 
Mine is to make sure no 
kid’s meal goes flying in 
the air once again. Yet, 
I understand them, and 
they, me. In the world 
of mothers that women 
my age and theirs tend to 
operate in, some can give 
Tiger Moms a run for 
their money; these “sin-
gles” are the outsiders, 
sometimes to be pitied 
but most often dismissed 
as the failures who have 
not “delivered”. If you 
have ever been around 
a bunch of enthusiastic 
young moms, they can 
tire even veterans more 
quickly than a sleepless 
night. It’s sometimes 
difficult to stop them 
from personally show-
ing the ballet moves of 
their 4-year-old nor have 
I still been able to calcu-
late how many winners a 
math Olympiad can actu-
ally have! Etiquette isn’t 
always their forte, since 
what their kid did not di-
gest or tolerate is seen as 
perfectly palatable con-
versation. Guess what? 
TMI. But this isn’t about 
me and the washroom 
and how a call of nature 
is usually impeded by a 
law of nature - inevitably, 
a crisis at my door that is 
usually about a missing 
piece of Lego. That spe-

cial treat is for another 
column on another day. 
Instead, this is about be-
ing single late into your 
30s or gasp - even 40s. 
As a woman whose “late” 
marriage surprised even 
herself, this is hello from 
the other side. A shout-
out in support of single 
friends by a married 
woman, and a mother 
who has been there, was 
stared at and whispered 
about. So if you are a sol-
itary reaper in your 30s or 
40s, I have your back. It 
wasn’t that long ago that 
I was trying to calculate 
how far I could run to 
dodge that plump intru-
sive aunt who had no 
problem in asking me ev-
ery time we met if things 
had changed. Infuriat-
ing, yes, but expecting a 
relative who should have 
been long-lost to think 
any differently about an 
unmarried 30-year-old 
is like being at a Punjabi 
wedding without a Bol-
lywood number by sev-
eral items. 26 Comments 
My sister, Niharika I was 
equally plagued by re-
cent converts of “I do.” 
Not too long ago, they 
were pub crawlers and  
die-hard members of the 
singles club, chasing the 
bad boys and mixing 
drinks with tears. Over-
night, their “know it all” 
lectures about marriage 
and motherhood and the 
torrential blessings of 
both could put a mother-
in-law’s sermonizing to 
shame. Imagine telling 
these patronizing (and 
rarely) well-meaning la-
dies that your dog is your 
baby! He is. A column on 
him soon. He’s named 

Disco, FYI. The hap-
pily or even the not-so-
happily married women 
who share the benefits of 
their experience with my 
sister and my best friend 
have forgotten the count-
less rishtas they rebelled 
against. I had friends 
who behaved like they 
were cannibals when in-
troduced to vegetarian 
suitors. I myself made it 
a point to discuss only 
butter chicken recipes 
while the starving man 
haplessly pointed out we 
were in the middle of the 
Navratras. ALSO READ 
Cigarette-Makers Moved 
To Environment-Friendly 
Packs Before Plastic Ban 
Cigarette-Makers Moved 
To Environment-Friend-

ly Packs Before Plastic 
Ban Large Consumer, 
Agro-Food Firms Switch 
To Paper As Plastic Ban 
From Today Large Con-
sumer, Agro-Food Firms 
Switch To Paper As Plas-
tic Ban From Today India 
Achieves Highest Ever 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
In Single Day: Centre 
India Achieves Highest 
Ever COVID-19 Vac-
cination In Single Day: 
Centre But people are 
not easily thrown off the 
marriage trail. When rel-
atives are on a mission, 
nothing can stop them. 
“Tinder, Tinder, tell your 
sister to log on to it, there 
are many eligible boys 
who are on these dating 
sites”, I am told by those 

unaware that the gents on 
Tinder don’t seem to be 
looking to conclude on 
earth a marriage made 
in heaven, but I hold my 
peace. We as Indians will 
never be able to fathom 
why settling down is not 
everyone’s cup of tea. It 
wasn’t mine for a long 
time. Like the earlier me, 
many not-so-young ladies 
aren’t moping around 
just waiting to tick mar-
riage off their checklist. 
Mostly, as a friend says, 
every knight has his own 
timing and no one knows 
that better than actress 
Suhasini Mulay who got 
married at the age of 60. 
My mother always used 
to say, “Get married and 
then have all the fun you 

want”. I never tire of tell-
ing her I am  thankful 
that I didn’t listen. There 
were elephant rides in 
the middle of the night 
jumping park boundar-
ies, para-sailing despite 
being a non-swimmer, 
and other adventures that 
only come with being 
single. So while some 
married types lecture my 
sister and friends, I hope 
they hold out. It’s not like 
they don’t want to get 
married, they do but just 
haven’t found the right 
guy. In the meantime, it’s 
fun to live vicariously 
through their single-dom, 
it’s treats and potholes. 
So if you run into her, 
share a coffee if you can 
without constantly.
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If Ukraine does lose the war, will Putin really be the winner?
It was nearly a year ago, 
on February 24, 2022, 
when tanks and armoured 
vehicles rolled into the 
Ukrainian territory along 
with nearly 200,000 sol-
diers. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin was brim-
ming with confidence of 
an impending victory, 
and his forces progressed 
up to Kyiv without much 
resistance, but by April 
they had to retreat and 
shift focus to the sepa-
ratist region of Donbas. 
Putin’s dream triumph 
has been eluding him 
as the Ukrainian troops 
withstood the initial on-
slaught and came up 
with a strong counterof-
fensive with the help of 
arms and warfare inputs 
from the West. As a con-
sequence, the war has 
stretched much beyond 
Putin’s calculations and 
imagination, turning out 
to be much costlier than 
anticipated, while mea-
sures like conscription 
bred discontent among 
Russians at home, fur-
ther adding to his woes. 
Cutting the umbilical 
cord Cut to December 
25, 2022, Ukrainians for 
the first time celebrated 
Christmas earlier, cut-
ting their umbilical cord 
with the Russian tradi-
tion, venting their anger 
and resentment over the 
massive devastation in 
their homeland, loss of 
dear ones and livelihood, 
homes being reduced to 
rubble and suffering the 
vagaries of the extreme 
winter cold without 
power and heating. Pic-
tures capturing the mas-
sive destruction, pain and 
agony send a chill down 
the spine and remind us 
about the grisly, despi-

cable repercussions of 
war. It takes so much to 
build, and just a whim 
to destroy. It was a sub-
dued Xmas celebration in 
Ukraine, but one that was 
marked by exceptional 
resilience, courage and 
indefatigability amidst 
suffering. Many had lost 
a family member, kin, 
friend, neighbour, or 
benefactor, in the mas-
sive waves of strikes by 
Russian missiles, rockets 
and kamikaze drones, but 
they still lit candles de-
spite their hearts seething 
with pain, just to spite the 
enemy. ALSO READ | 
Russia slams Emmanuel 
Macron for his remarks, 
says Moscow remembers 
Napoleon’s fate Families 
of fallen Ukrainian sol-
diers decorated Christ-
mas trees on their graves 
as heavens showered 
snow as if it were sharing 
their grief. Volunteers in 
the southern Ukrainian 
city of Mykolaiv made 
a Christmas tree out of 
camouflage nets that 
were donated to soldiers 
fighting on the front-
line after the holidays. It 
was a poignant, pensive 
Christmas for Ukraini-
ans. A fortnight later, 
Russia also celebrated 
Christmas, on January 
7, since its Orthodox 
Church still follows the 
Julian calendar and not 
the Gregorian calendar 
in which Xmas falls on 
December 25. Going by 
the celebrations in Rus-
sia, there was not even 
the faintest inkling of the 
country being at war, but 
this picture is just super-
ficial. Every war bleeds 
the economy within, dur-
ing and afterwards. The 
so-called “special opera-

tions” have resulted in 
massive casualties for 
Moscow’s forces also, as 
Putin had to order a par-
tial mobilisation. Loss 
of Russian men and ma-
chines Remember, Mos-
cow had a strong army of 
850,000 active troops be-
fore the invasion. When 
war gets extended to a 
year, the costs are obvi-
ously high and though 
Russians may be living 
a normal life now — as 
there is no war action on 
Russian soil — the costs 
of the war will pinch 
them sometime eventual-
ly. As per the estimates of 
UK intelligence officials, 
the Russian regular forc-
es along with the Wagner 
troops may have suffered 
around 175,000-200,000 
casualties. Ukraine has 
been using weapons sup-
plied by several countries 
and managed to repulse 
the attack as Russia lost 
captured ground in a mas-
sive counter-offensive. 
Conscription of 300,000 
recruits and the deploy-
ment of Wagner Group 
mercenaries revealed that 
casualties in the Russian 
army had been massive. 
And now, as the West 
is again lining up fleets 
of Challenger, Leopard 
and Abrams tanks, more 
fatalities would follow. 
Since the mobilisation 
call led to protests and 
Russian men used all pos-
sible ways to flee, there 
would be more reliance 
on the mercenaries and 
the Wagner group would 
further grow in stature 
and pose a challenge to 
the Russian army. Russia 
is estimated to have lost 
nearly 40% of its fleet 
of tanks in the Ukraine 
war, as per a count by the 

specialist think tank, the 
International Institute of 
Strategic Studies (IISS). 
It lost the missile cruiser 
Moskva, the flagship of 
the Russian Black SeaF-
leet, in April when it was 
hit by Ukrainian missiles. 
Putin’s spending on war 
material has also gone 
up as he has been pro-
curing Kamikaze drones 
and missiles from Iran 
and Pyongyang. WATCH 
| Macron: Russia should 
be defeated in Ukraine, 
not crushed at home × 
Fall from grace, dent in 
image The invasion has 
hit Russia in other ways 
as well, as it has also 
lost its position of pre-
eminence in the comity 
of nations. Its image of a 

powerful country in the 
region in the post-Soviet 
space has been hit hard. 
Moreover, Putin is align-
ing with rogue nations 
and those looked at with a 
doubt as he builds a new 
axis, bringing Moscow 
into its closest ever rela-
tions with China, North 
Korea and Iran. Russia, 
Iran, and North Korea 
are facing restrictive 
economic sanctions and 
are tying up for trade to 
circumvent the punitive 
measures besides work-
ing together on tactical 
and strategic levels. The 
G-7 nations are weigh-
ing sanctions on Chi-
nese, Iranian and North 
Korean firms for aiding 
Russia’s military. It’s not 

difficult to fathom what 
Putin wanted by invading 
Ukraine, but Russians 
definitely would not like 
seeing their country be-
ing clubbed with North 
Korea and Iran. For-
mer comedian Vs leader 
flaunting macho image 
The war can make or 
mar image, there will be 
twists and turns as it pro-
gresses but providence 
seems to have been fa-
vouring Ukraine Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelen-
sky, a former actor and 
comedian. The war has 
given him a grand entry 
on the stage of geopoli-
tics all of a sudden, and 
he has been making the 
right moves. His lead-
ership has won him ac-

claim and he has become 
a symbol of Ukrainian 
resistance. Zelensky was 
named the Time Person 
of the Year for 2022. 
He shed suit and tie and 
switched to wearing 
army-green T-shirts and 
sweatshirts in public ap-
pearances since the onset 
of the war in solidarity 
with his troops fighting 
Russians, and the world 
has seen him wearing the 
same clothes for the past 
10 months, even while 
visiting abroad. Com-
mentators even drew a 
parallel between his attire 
and Winston Churchill’s 
historic appearance at 
the White House during 
World War II in a siren 
suit. Putin, known to be 

fond of his macho im-
age, has been presenting 
himself as a tough leader, 
while scolding a minister 
during a meeting that was 
captured live. The war 
has kept him away from 
his macho pursuits as he 
had been photographed 
shirtless while riding a 
horse, firing darts with 
a crossbow at a grey 
whale from a motorboat, 
flooring the opponent in 
a Sambo wrestling ses-
sion. What will Russia 
and Putin gain and lose? 
Ukraine is devastated and 
may well take a decade 
or more to bounce back. 
Rebuilding Ukraine after 
the destruction caused by 
the Russian invasion will 
cost around $349 billion, 
said a joint assessment 
by the World Bank, Eu-
ropean Commission and 
Ukraine government. The 
Russian economy, on the 
other hand, will contract 
further due to the price 
cap on its crude oil and 
the EU’s embargo on oil 
and petroleum products. 
The effect of sanctions 
will become more evi-
dent on the ground grad-
ually as public finances 
will shrink, and domestic 
manufacturing will be 
under stress. The Munich 
Security Conference saw 
nations pledging all sup-
port for Ukraine, expedit-
ing weapons’ supply and 
imposing tougher sanc-
tions on Moscow. It will 
also be held accountable 
for war crimes as lead-
ers mentioned Bucha and 
Mariupol. The earlier the 
war ends the better for 
both Ukraine and Russia, 
and the world as well, 
since till then the possi-
bility of the conflict esca-
lating will keep.

Nikki Haley’s presidential run: Take 
predictions with a pinch of salt

The day after America’s 
most prominent Indian-
American politician, Nikki 
Haley, announced her run 
for the US presidency at a 
rally packed with enthusi-
astic supporters, the New 
York Times came out with 
a headline free of doubt 
about her chances. “Nikki 
Haley Will Not Be the 
Next President’: Our Col-
umnists Weigh In.” That 
brought back memories of 
the summer of 2015, when 
Donald Trump opened his 
campaign for the presiden-
cy and virtually the entire 
American commentariat, 
as political pundits, poll-
sters and prognosticators 
are known, came to a quick 
and categorical conclusion: 
There is no way Trump can 
win. One of the prognos-
ticators, Dana Milbank of 
the Washington Post, wrote 
that “I’m so certain Trump 
won’t win the (Republican) 
nomination that I’ll eat my 
words if he does. Literally: 
the day Trump clinches the 
nomination I will eat the 
page on this is written.” To 
his credit, he did. Haley’s 
entry into the race, the first 
Republican to challenge 
Trump, who announced 
his campaign three months 
ago, has triggered a flood 
of analyses of the former 
South Carolina governor’s 
chances of winning the 
Republican Party primary 
elections. They feature a 
series of televised debates 
between next February and 
June and decide who will 
be the party’s nominee. 
ALSO READ | Nikki Haley 
takes a jibe at Trump in her 
first presidential campaign 

speech Under its categori-
cal “will not be” headline, 
the New York Times ran re-
flections by nine of its best-
known pundits, most of 
whom thought Haley’s can-
didacy should not be taken 
seriously. Except for Bret 
Stephens, a conservative, 
who addressed the question 
of likeability, which played 
a major role in Trump’s vic-
tory over Hillary Clinton in 
the 2016 elections. Talking 
of the governor of Florida, 
Ron DeSantis, who is cur-
rently rated as popular as 
Trump in internal polls, Ste-
phens said “It’s said of Ron 
DeSantis that the closer you 
get to him, the less you like 
him. Haley is the opposite.” 
She is often described as 
charismatic, outgoing, and 
of a sunny disposition that 
makes her an excellent re-
tail politician. “She can 
light up a room of Repub-
licans,” said an assessment 
of her prospects by the Wall 
Street Journal’s editorial 
board, which also termed 
her “relentlessly upbeat.” 
That showed, according to 
attendants, when she re-
cently addressed a meeting 
of auto dealers, the kind of 
audience a Republican poli-

tician needs to court, and 
received thunderous stand-
ing ovations. Charisma and 
likeability are not qualities 
often mentioned for a slew 
of Republicans – so far 
at least a dozen – who are 
considering entering the 
race but have yet to declare. 
They include Trump’s for-
mer Vice President, Mike 
Pence, and former Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo. 
How much does personality 
and charisma matter in win-
ning party nominations and 
eventually the most power-
ful job in the land?  In my 
view, a lot. The televised 
debates watched by mil-
lions of voters blend po-
litical arguments, oratorical 
skills and body postures not 
unlike the reality shows so 
beloved by American audi-
ences. WATCH | Indian-
American Nikki Haley 
kicks-off U.S. Presidential 
Campaign for 2024 Trump 
excelled in the debates, us-
ing the skills he acquired 
when he hosted and co-pro-
duced a popular television 
reality show, The Appren-
tice, from 2004 to 2015. It 
turned him into a house-
hold name. Likeability and 
sunny disposition apart, 

Haley brings a wide range 
of strengths and accom-
plishments to the table, plus 
a life story that ticks off all 
the right boxes for many 
Americans. She was born 
in a small town in South 
Carolina to Indian parents 
from Punjab and joined her 
family’s clothing business 
after earning an accounting 
degree. Her political career 
ranged from three terms in 
the South Carolina House of 
Representatives to election 
in 2014 as the first female 
governor of South Carolina 
and the youngest governor 
in the country to joining 
the Trump cabinet in 2017 
as U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations. She won 
praise from UN colleagues 
for being a quick learner 
and her surprise resignation 
at the end of 2018 sparked a 
frenzy of speculation partly 
because she left on ami-
cable terms unlike other se-
nior members of the Trump 
administration who became 
targets of nasty tweets from 
the president. Haley joined 
the board of Boeing but re-
signed after less than a year 
because she opposed the 
company’s request for a $60 
billion bailout to help the 
aircraft manufacturer cope 
with the coronavirus crisis. 
She described her decision 
as “a matter of philosophi-
cal principle.” In her brief 
announcement speech, Hal-
ey pointed out that the Re-
publican Party had lost the 
popular vote in seven of the 
last eight presidential elec-
tions, having failed to win 
the confidence of the ma-
jority of Americans. “Well, 
that ends today. If 

News Channels, Chasing TRPs, Ignore The Necessary
In the new year, Tele-
vision Rating Points 
(TRPs) should be re-
named by media net-
works. To reflect the con-
tent being churned out 
every evening, the abbre-
viation could just as eas-
ily stand for Third Rate 
Programming (TRP)! 
Controversial, cynical 
statements that polarize 
are a prime time favorite. 
A Chief Minister of a BJP 
state will try and outdo 
a woman MP from his 
party to spew communal 
venom. An easy way to 
earn points in the Modi-
Shah era. Ninety per cent 
of the narrative on Indian 
television today lingers 
on these contrived, di-
visive issues. When was 
the last time you saw a 
TV programme discuss-
ing the plight of manual 
scavengers risking their 
lives or the importance 
of safe drinking water 
for all ? Sadly, the same 
illness affects the quality 
of the output in Parlia-
ment- but that’s a story 
for another day in 2023. 
Prime time news is now a 
cacophony of triviality, a 
chorus of anchors turned 
cheerleaders. In all this 
madness, there have been 
worthy exceptions- a 
credible network or two, 
built over decades of trust 
and following the rules of 
good old-fashioned jour-
nalism. One such gem is 
NDTV. Which is why I 
am writing this piece here 
- not to garner ‘Likes’ or 
re-tweets or ‘Views’. In-
stead, allow me to draw 

attention at the beginning 
of the new year to an is-
sue that will - God for-
bid- cause national and 
international strife. Not 
oil, nor gold, nor data. 
This is about safe drink-
ing water. Safe drinking 
water is not only cru-
cial to human health and 
well-being but access to 
it is also a fundamental 
right protected under the 
ambit of the Right to Life 
(Article 21) in the Con-
stitution. India has about 
18 per cent of the world’s 
total population, but only 
4 per cent of the water 
resources. This makes 
us one of the most wa-
ter-stressed countries in 
the world. Many Indians 
face high to extreme wa-
ter stress caused by lack 
of availability and poor 
quality of available wa-
ter, according to the NITI 
Aayog as well. On top of 
that, chemical pollution 
of water remains a health 

burden, whether natural 
in origin or anthropogen-
ic. It affects livelihood, 
school attendance, stan-
dard of living, people’s 
dignity and the environ-
ment. More than 60 per 
cent households do not 
treat their water before 
drinking. According to 
UNICEF, only 1/4th of 
the total population in 
the country has drinking 
water in their households 
and approximately three-
quarters of all illnesses 
in India are caused by 
impurities in the water 
supply. About 38 per cent 
children under the age 
of five are stunted, and 
50 per cent of malnutri-
tion cases are linked to 
diarrhoea. Around 30 
diseases are a conse-
quence of unsafe water, 
poor sanitation, and hy-
giene. According to the 
National Family Health 
Survey 5, diarrhoea was 
prevalent in 7.3 per cent 

children under five years 
of age. The existing 
sources of data for track-
ing water and its safety 
are the Census, National 
Family Health Survey 
and Integrated Manage-
ment Information Sys-
tem. The first two do not 
dwell upon the quality 
and reliability of water 
and the third lacks data 
on sufficiency of water 
and is not standardised 
and comprehensive for 
rural areas. Delay in the 
Census and data gaps 
such as these provide a 
big lacunae in handling 
water resources to the 
optimal level. There is an 
urgent need to strength-
en, standardise existing 
reporting and expand the 
scope of surveys to cover 
more indicators o f 
safely managing t h e 
drinking water services. 
This is critical to good 
policy-making and plan-
ning of welfare schemes. 
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Western Conspiracy’: Taliban Bans Use of 
Contraceptive Pills in two Afghan Cities

Afghanistan News: In its 
latest attack on women’s 
rights, the Taliban has 
banned the use of con-
traceptive pills or birth 
control pills in two cit-
ies so far. The Taliban 
fighters are going door 
to door threatening mid-
wives and ordering phar-
macies to remove all 
birth control medicines 
and devices. The Taliban 
fighters are claiming that 
the birth control pills are 
western conspiracy to 
control the Muslim popu-
lation. It may be recalled 
that Afganis are already 
suffering from extreme 
poverty and lack of fa-
cilities including medical 
infra. Many families with 
multiple children are fac-
ing hardship in meeting 
their daily needs as the 
Taliban has also asked 
women not to work. 
Taliban, which came to 
power in August 2021, 
have since launched a 
crackdown on women’s 
rights and freedom by 

ending higher education 
for girls, closing univer-
sities to young women, 
and forcing women out 
of their jobs. by Tabool-
aSponsored LinksYou 
May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to 
your name Golden Gate 
University Learn High-
Level Design - Free 
Live Masterclass Scaler 
Academy Taliban have 
also launched a ‘purifica-
tion’ campaign across the 
country to replace civil 
laws with Islamic ones, 
according to The Wash-
ington Post. When the 
Taliban took control of 
Afghanistan, the group 
quickly launched what 

officials called a “purifi-
cation” campaign aimed 
at stripping the country of 
civil laws and institutions 
to build an entirely Is-
lamic society. A year and 
a half later, the Taliban 
has gutted the country’s 
justice system by scrap-
ping the constitution and 
replacing the legal code 
with rules based on a dra-
conian interpretation of 
Islamic law, said Georg-
es. Also Read: Telangana 
is Afghanistan of India, 
KCR is Taliban: YSRTP 
Chief YS Sharmila 
Sparks Row The Taliban 
has filled prisons to over-
flowing, deprived men 

and women of basic civil 
rights, and eroded social 
safety nets meant to pro-
tect the most vulnerable 
Afghans. It is also seek-
ing to transform the me-
dia, using it to promote 
its vision for the country 
and restricting content 
deemed un-Islamic, in-
cluding music and the 
presence of women, 
reported The Washing-
ton Post. Within recent 
months, the purification 
campaign has escalated 
further, with the Taliban 
formalizing these legal 
and policy changes, said 
George. Moreover, the 
Taliban’s supreme leader, 
Haibatullah Akhundzada, 
has become more vocal 
about subjecting alleged 
criminals to Islamic law, 
and this has translated, 
for instance, into more 
frequent public beatings. 
Also Read: Pakistan’s 
Defence Minister Blames 
Imran Khan, Previous 
PTI Government for 
Spread.

SIALKOT: Pakistan De-
fence Minister Khawaja 
Asif on Saturday said that 
the previous regime was 
responsible for the spread 
of terrorism in the country, 
reported The News Interna-
tional. Without naming the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) led by Imran Khan, 
he said that security forces 
were fighting against the 
terrorists last night (refer-
ring to the Karachi police 
office terror attack) as they 
were brought back (TTP) 
and rehabilitated nearly a 
year ago. Asif was refering 
to the terror attack on the 
Karachi police chief’s of-
fice. Karachi Police office 
was attacked on Friday and 
began at 7:10 pm, while 
police and Rangers person-
nel cleared the five-story 
building in phases, finally 
sweeping the entire office 
by around 10:46 pm. The 
hours-long combat between 
terrorists and law-enforce-
ment agencies -- compris-
ing Pak Army Special Ser-
vice Group (SSG), Pakistan 
Rangers Sindh & Sindh 
Police -- on Friday at the 
Karachi Police Office lo-
cated at Sharea Faisal left 
four people killed and 19 

injured, as per the report 
in Dawn. In contrast, all 
three terrorists belonging to 
the banned militant group 
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) were killed.Lash-
ing out at the former PTI 
government, Asif said that 
terrorists were brought to 
Pakistan two and a half 
years ago which eventu-
ally resulted in the current 
wave of terrorism, reported 
Dawn. Notably, former 
Pakistani Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s adminis-
tration wished to resume 
talks with the TTP. By the 
time the second round of 
discussions began in Feb-
ruary 2022, the govern-
ment had already freed at 
least 100 TTP detainees. 
However, no progress was 
made towards reaching a 
peace accord with TTP and 
the banned outfit called off 
its ceasefire on November 
28.Since then Pakistan has 
been hit by a wave of ter-
rorism, mostly in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, but also in 
Balochistan and the Punjab 
town of Mianwali, which 
borders KP. Terror attacks 
have also reached as far as 
Islamabad and Karachi. by 
TaboolaSponsored LinksY-

ou May Like Get Certified 
from IIT Roorkee EICT & 
Intellipaat Intellipaat Add a 
‘Dr.’ to your name Golden 
Gate University The Kara-
chi terror attack occurred 
after a deadly suicide attack 
at a Peshawar Civil Lines 
mosque that left 84 dead, 
reported Geo News.Speak-
ing about the economic cri-
sis, Asif said that Pakistan 
has already defaulted as the 
country and there is no ear-
ly respite in sight, reported 
The News International. 
Incidentally, his statement 
comes even before Pakistan 
could get an IMF bailout. 
“The country has defaulted. 
We live in a state that has 
defaulted,” Asif, a senior 
leader of the main party in 

the coalition government, 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), said 
while addressing a conven-
tion at a private college in 
Sialkot. Pakistan’s econo-
my is in dire straits, stricken 
by a balance-of-payments 
crisis as it attempts to ser-
vice high levels of external 
debt amid political chaos 
and deteriorating security. 
Inflation has rocketed, the 
rupee has plummeted and 
the country can no longer 
afford imports, causing a 
severe decline in the indus-
try, reported The News In-
ternational. The critical po-
sition of foreign exchange 
reserves -- which stand at 
around USD 3.19 billion 
as of February 10 -- reflects 

the miseries of the USD 
350 billion economy strug-
gling to fund imports as 
thousands of containers of 
supplies were stranding at 
its ports stalling production 
and putting jobs of millions 
of people at risk. Khawaja 
Asif said all the solutions to 
Pakistan’s economic prob-
lems are within the country 
and not the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) -- 
whose crucial USD 1.1 
billion loan Pakistan is des-
perately trying to secure, 
reported The News Interna-
tional. Presenting a solution 
to address the country`s 
economic woes, the Pak 
defence minister said that 
golf clubs were built on 
1,500 acres of government 
land and Pakistan can pay 
off a quarter of its debt by 
selling two of its golf clubs. 
He added that everyone, 
including the country`s 
military, bureaucracy and 
politicians, are to blame for 
the current economic mess 
as the law and Constitution 
is not followed in Pakistan, 
The News International. 
“For the last 32 years, I 
have seen politics getting 
disgraced in Pakistan,” he 
further said. 

Taliban Detains Social Media Influencer, 
Ex Security Force Member

Taliban detained a so-
cial media influencer and 
former member of secu-
rity forces in the previous 
government in Kabul, 
Afghanistan’s vernacu-
lar media Reporterly re-
ported. The victim has 
been identified as Abdul 
Rahim and originally is 
from the Dare Abdul-
lah Khel area of Pan-
jshir province. He was 
detained on Thursday. 
Meanwhile, according 
to local sources, Taliban 
members also detained 
Imran Ahmadzai a social 
media influencer from his 
home in Kabul. Report-
erly citing local sources 
reported that Ahmadzai 
was detained on Feb-
ruary 12 for spreading 

anti-Taliban propaganda. 
On Facebook, Ahmadzai 
has 23,327 followers and 
his last video was about 
people running on Kabul 
Street with a caption of 
‘go towards turkey’ on 
February 8, according to 
Reporterly. On February 
8, hundreds of Afghan 
citizens rushed to the 
Kabul airport, after there 
were rumours that the 
Taliban were sending Af-
ghans to Turkey. Taliban 
members had violently 
engaged with the people 
and scattered them with 
aerial shots. Meanwhile, 
on February 16, Abdul 
Haq Hemad, director of 
media oversight at the 
Taliban’s ministry of in-
formation and culture 

confirmed that the Tali-
ban has arrested people 
who have been suspected 
of spreading rumours 
about the transfer of Af-
ghans to Turkiye. While 
Hemad didn’t provide 
details about the arrested 
people, it seems that Ah-
madzai might have been 
one of these people ar-
rested by the Taliban 
on charges of spreading 
rumours about Turkiye, 
reported Reporterly. Tali-
ban continue to arrest Af-
ghan citizens who have 
been active on social 
media, and those who 
happen to have worked 
in the previous Afghan 
government. These ar-
rests particularly from 
the security forces have 
been mainly focused on 
Tajiks and Hazara ethnic 
groups. After the fall of 
the republic order on Au-
gust 15, 2021, hundreds 
of former soldiers who 
have been unable to leave 
the country have been ar-
rested, tortured, and even 
killed by the Taliban. 

An ‘apocalypse’: Report warns of a 
‘catastrophic cyber event’ in next two years

Influencer Andrew Tate Threatens $300 Million 
Lawsuit Against Rape And Trafficking Accuser

Controversial internet per-
sonality Andrew Tate, who 
is being held with his broth-
er in Romania, has threat-
ened legal action against at 
least one of the women who 
accused him of rape and hu-
man trafficking. According 
to the BBC, a US law firm 
representing the Tate broth-
ers sent a “cease-and-de-
sist” letter to the unnamed 
woman’s American lawyer 
in December. The letter in-
cluded a threat to sue the 
woman and her family for 
$300 million if she didn’t 
take back her accusations. 
“In April 2022,” the letter 
reads, “you falsely stated 
to a third party that our Cli-
ent human trafficked you, 
abused you and held you 
against your will [...] You 
have repeated false and de-
famatory statements to the 
police, the media, and an-
other United States citizen 
about the Tate brothers,” it 
adds as per the outlet. Mr 
Tate, his brother Tristan 
and two Romanian citizens 
were arrested by prosecu-
tors last year in December 

on suspicion of human traf-
ficking, rape and forming 
an organised crime group 
to exploit women. The for-
mer kickboxer and others 
have denied the allegations, 
a stance he maintains on 
Twitter - which he has con-
tinued to use since he has 
been imprisoned. Also Read 
| US Military Says ISIS Ter-
rorist Captured In Helicop-

ter Raid In Syria Speaking 
to the BBC, the lawyer of 
the woman threatened with 
being sued, Benjamin Bull, 
said that his client is a key 
witness in the Romanian 
investigation and that the 
letter was meant to silence 
her. “[It] was intended to 
shut down the witness; stop 
the witness from bringing 
testimony forward in any 

proceedings,” Mr Bull said, 
adding, “They want these 
young ladies to climb into a 
hole and hide, never come 
forward [or] describe what 
they saw and what hap-
pened to them. It’s clearly 
an effort to intimidate.” 
Separately, lawyers for the 
Tate brothers told the out-
let that the cease-and-desist 
letter was sent in Decem-

ber, as a civil matter for 
defamation and slander in 
the United States, but deny 
any intimidation. They also 
revealed that the brothers 
filed criminal complaints in 
Romania last April against 
two women as well, in-
cluding the witness who 
received the cease-and-
desist letter in December. 
Also Read | Woman Shot In 
Front Of Her Children Dur-
ing An Argument On Valen-
tine’s Day Post a comment 
Mr Bull said that the legal 
action had been upsetting 
and intimidating for his 
clients, while his colleague 
Dani Pinter warned that her 
clients were also receiv-
ing harassment online for 
speaking out. “Regular, 
high production value vid-
eos, meant to embarrass 
and harass them, are shared 
among Tate’s followers,” 
she said, adding that the two 
alleged victims she repre-
sents are “scared to death” 
and “both in hiding”, feel-
ing unable to “settle any-
where, because people are 
trying to find them”.

Cyber security has become 
a huge issue in the past few 
years with several compa-
nies and countries falling 
victim to  cyber attacks. 
Everyone who has been af-
fected or is at risk of being 
affected by cyber attacks 
has been trying to deal with 
the problem. Now, a new 
report on cyber security 
has warned that in the com-
ing two years cyber attacks 
might pose an unprecedent-
ed threat. The World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF) Glob-
al Security Outlook Report 
2023 has predicted that a 
“catastrophic cyber event” 
is on the way and will hit us 
in the “near future”. WEF 
managing director Jeremy 
Jurgens, during a presenta-

tion, said that “geopolitical 
instability makes a cata-
strophic cyber event likely 
in the next two years”. Ju-
rgens said that the predic-
tion comes from 93 per cent 
of cyber leaders, and 86 
per cent of cyber business 
leaders. “This far exceeds 
anything that we’ve seen in 
previous surveys.” Talking 
about cyber security, Jur-
gens referred to a recent cy-
berattack that aimed to shut 
down Ukrainian military 
abilities, but unexpectedly 
led to closing off parts of 
electricity production across 
Europe. Secretary-General 
of Interpol, Jürgen Stock, 
was also present and called 
it “a global threat”. “It calls 
for a global response and 

enhanced and coordinated 
action.” He urged multiple 
bad “actors” who benefit 
from cybercrime to encour-
age world leaders to work 
together to thwart all such 
efforts. Also Read | Rus-
sia accuses US of training 
‘Ukrainian IT Army’ Alba-
nia, one of the countries that 
fell prey to a massive cy-
berattack recently, has now 
been working with larger al-
lies to fight cyber criminals. 
Edi Rama, Albania’s prime 
minister, came up with 
some shocking numbers at 
the presentation, saying that 
if cybercrime was a state, it 
would be the third largest 
global economy after the 
US and China. Rama said 
that the cybercrime.industry 
stood at $3 trillion in 2015 
and is expected to grow to 
$10.5 trillion in 2025. Rama 
compared the predicted cy-
berattack to a virus like Co-
vid-19 and how it can turn 
to an “apocalypse”. “Let’s 
imagine an exponential 
multitude of viruses that 
mutate everyday exponen-
tially while not threatening 
our body.

Heavy Rains in Brazil Cause Flooding, 
Landslides; at Least 26 Dead

Sao Paulo: Brazilian au-
thorities said that at least 
26 people have died in 
two cities in north Sao 
Paulo state amid floods 
and landslides, and this 
number could still rise. 
The city hall of Sao Se-
bastiao confirmed on 
Sunday that 25 people 
died and the mayor of 
Ubatuba said a 7-year-old 
girl was killed. The cities 
of Sao Sebastiao, Uba-
tuba, Ilhabela, and Ber-

tioga, some of the hardest 
hit and now in a state of 
calamity, canceled their 
Carnival festivities as 
rescue teams struggle to 
find missing, injured, and 
feared dead in the rubble. 
Our rescue teams are not 
managing to get to sev-
eral locations; it is a cha-
otic situation, said Felipe 
Augusto, the mayor of 
Sao Sebastiao. Later, he 
added there are dozens of 
people missing and that 

50 houses collapsed in 
the city due to the land-
slides. Augusto posted on 
his social media channels 
several videos of wide-
spread destruction in his 
city, including one of 
the baby being rescued 
by locals lined up on a 
flooded street. Brazil’s 
President Luiz Incio Lula 
da Silva said on Twitter 
he will visit the region 
on Monday. Sao Paulo 
state government said in 

a statement that precipi-
tation in the region has 
surpassed 600 millime-
ters in one day, one of 
the highest amounts ever 
in Brazil in such a short 
period. Bertioga alone 
had 687 millimeters dur-
ing that period, the state 
government said. Gov. 
Tarcisio de Freitas said in 
a statement he requested 
support from the army, 
which sent two airplanes 
and rescue teams to 
the region. TV footage 
showed houses flooded 
with only the roof vis-
ible. Residents are using 
small boats to carry items 
and people to higher po-
sitions. A road that con-
nects Rio de Janeiro to 
the port city of Santos 
was blocked by land-
slides and floodwaters. 
The northern coast of Sao 
Paulo state is a frequent 
Carnival destination for 
wealthy tourists who 
prefer to stay away from 
massive street parties.

Pakistan’s Defence Minister Khawaja Asif Blames Imran 
Khan, Previous PTI Government for Spread of Terrorism
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‘AI Could Be the Next Platform’: Silicon Valley 
Investors Rush to Find the Next ChatGPT

ChatGPT, Silicon Val-
ley’s latest app sensation, 
has investors rushing to 
find the next big thing in 
generative AI, the tech-
nology that some hail as 
the beginning of a new 
era in big tech. Artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) has 
been increasingly present 
in everyday life for de-
cades, but the November 
launch of the conversa-
tional robot from start-up 
OpenAI marked a turning 
point in its perception by 
the general public and in-
vestors. “Every so often 
we have platforms that 
come along and result in 
an explosion of new com-
panies. We saw this with 
the internet and mobile, 
and AI could be the next 
platform.” said Shernaz 
Daver of California-
based Khosla Ventures. 
This is How Microsoft 
Responded to Reports 
About Bing’s Mistakes 
Generative AI, of which 
ChatGPT is an example, 
wades through oceans of 
data to conjure up origi-
nal content - an image, a 
poem, a thousand-word 
essay - in seconds and 

upon a simple request. 
Since its discrete release 
in late November, Chat-
GPT has become one of 
the fastest growing apps 
ever and pushed Micro-
soft and Google to rush 
out projects that had un-
til now stayed carefully 
guarded over fears that 
the technology wasn’t 
yet ready for the public. 
“Just five days after its 
release, a million people 
used ChatGPT - about 
60 times faster than it 
took Facebook to reach 
one million users,” said 
Wayne Hu, a partner at 
SignalFire, another ven-
ture capital firm. Mi-
crosoft is Looking to 
Tame Bing After Users 

Claim Chatbot Insulted 
Them “Suddenly inves-
tors are all talking about 
how ChatGPT might 
eliminate millions of 
knowledge worker jobs, 
disrupt trillion-dollar 
industries, and funda-
mentally change the way 
we learn, consume, and 
make decisions,” he said. 
The explosion of genera-
tive AI comes at an oth-
erwise morose time for 
the tech sector, with tens 
of thousands of layoffs 
cascading through the 
world’s biggest compa-
nies as well as smaller 
ones that are struggling 
for survival. “While oth-
er categories are facing 
a contraction in valua-

tions and raising capital, 
generative AI companies 
are not,” said Daver. 
Why OpenAI Will Soon 
Let You Customise Its 
Viral ChatGPT Chatbot 
Hu said that the market 
valuations for generative 
AI companies have been 
sky high, while they have 
contracted for everything 
else. ‘Hard to keep up’ 
OpenAI, the ChatGPT 
creator, is valued by Mi-
crosoft at nearly $30 bil-
lion (roughly Rs. 2.4 lakh 
crore) despite still burn-
ing through money at a 
high speed, he said. How 
Google’s Search Busi-
ness Can Survive in a 
World With AI Chatbots 
Entrepreneurs specializ-
ing in generative AI say 
they no longer need to 
scream out for attention 
when hunting for cash or 
walk through the details 
of what they are trying 
to offer. “It’s helped us 
a lot,” said Sarah Nagy, 
founder of Seek AI, a 
start-up that allows non-
specialists to extract 
technical data from a da-
tabase using queries in 
everyday language.

Vivo V27 Series India Launch to Take Place 
on March 1; Specifications Teased

Vivo V27 series is all set 
to hit the Indian market 
on March 1. Vivo, via its 
official Twitter handle, 
has confirmed the ar-
rival of the new V-series 
smartphones on Monday. 
The lineup could include 
the regular Vivo V27 and 
Vivo V27 Pro and they 
will be unveiled in the 
country alongside the 
global launch event. The 
smartphones are teased 
to come with 3D curved 
screens with 120Hz re-
fresh rates and hole-
punch display designs. 
The Vivo V27 series is 
confirmed to feature a co-
lour-changing back panel 
and Sony IMX 776V sen-
sor. The upcoming hand-
sets will likely succeed 
the Vivo V25 and Vivo 
V25 Pro that debuted last 
year. The new Vivo V27 
series will be launched 
in India on March 1 at 
12:00pm IST. The India 
launch will happen along-
side the global launch. 
It is confirmed to go on 
sale in India via Flipkart. 
The company website 
and the online market-

place are actively teasing 
the design and specifica-
tions of the upcoming 
handsets. The Vivo V27 
smartphones are teased 
to come with a 3D curved 
display with 120Hz re-
fresh rate. The displays 
have a hole-punch cutout 
to house the selfie shoot-
ers. Vivo has confirmed 
Sony IMX766V sensors 
with support for OIS 
(Optical Image Stabi-

lisation) and ‘Aura Light 
Portrait’ mode for the 
handsets. They will have 
a colour-changing back 
panel design as well. The 
handsets are shown in 
multiple colour options 
with a triple rear camera 
setup. Vivo Y100 With 
Colour Changing Rear 
Panel Launched in India: 
Price, Offers Vivo V27 
series is expected to suc-
ceed last year’s Vivo V25 

lineup. As per past leaks, 
the vanilla model will 
have an initial price tag 
of Rs. 35,000, while the 
Vivo V27 Pro could come 
with a starting price of 
Rs. 40,000. A MediaTek 
Dimensity 7200 SoC is 
expected to power the 
Vivo V27. The Vivo V27 
Pro, on the other hand, 
could feature the Me-
diaTek Dimensity 8200 
SoC under the hood.

Airtel Hikes Basic Tariffs in Seven 
Regions by Nearly 57 Percent

Bharti Airtel, India’s No. 
2 telecom carrier by sub-
scribers, has introduced 
a new entry level plan at 
Rs. 155 in seven regions, 
the company’s spokes-
person said on Tuesday, 
effectively raising basic 
tariffs by nearly 57 per-
cent. The new plan was 
introduced in regions 
including the states of 
Karnataka, Bihar and Ra-
jasthan, after discontinu-
ing the existing tariffs of 
Rs. 99, the spokesperson 
added. The company had 
late last year introduced 
the new plan on a trial ba-
sis in the states of Odisha 
and Haryana. Airtel Ex-
pands 5G Network Roll-
out to These NCR Cit-
ies Telecom firms were 
widely expected to hike 
tariffs to shore up rev-
enues after having spent 
billions of dollars in the 
country’s 5G auction 
last year. Video Player 

is loading. PauseUnmute 
Fullscreen Airtel’s av-
erage revenue per user 
(ARPU), a key perfor-
mance indicator for tele-
com firms, was Rs. 190 
in the September-quarter, 
a 3.8 percent sequen-
tial rise and a roughly 
24 percent year-on-year 
increase. The ARPU 
needed to be at Rs. 200 
and ultimately at Rs. 300 
for a financially healthy 
business model, Airtel 
said in November 2021, 
when it last raised tariffs. 
Airtel 5G Services Begin 

Rolling Out in These Cit-
ies in Rajasthan Larger 
rival Reliance Jio, the 
telecom arm of billion-
aire Mukesh Ambani’s 
Reliance Industries, had 
ARPU at Rs. 177.2 in the 
September quarter which 
rose slightly to Rs. 178.2 
in the December quarter. 
Jio, which disrupted the 
industry with cut-price 
rates in 2016, has not yet 
raised tariffs in over a 
year. Airtel is scheduled 
to report its third-quarter 
results on February 7

Meta Launches Twitter Blue-Style Subscription for Face-
book and Instagram, Service Starts at $11.99 a Month

Facebook, the social net-
work that was supposed 
to stay free “always,” and 
its stablemate Instagram 
launched on Sunday a 
paid subscription ser-
vice, as the advertising-
based business model 
that has long dominated 
the internet falters. Mark 
Zuckerberg, the CEO of 
Facebook-parent Meta, 
announced on Sunday 
the launch of Meta Veri-
fied, a service starting at 
$11.99 (roughly Rs. 990) 
a month to authenticate 
one’s account, which 
follows a similar move 
by Elon Musk at Twit-
ter. “This new feature is 
about increasing authen-
ticity and security across 
our services,” Zucker-
berg wrote in a statement 
posted to Facebook and 
Instagram. Instagram 
Is Rolling Out a New 
Telegram-Like Broad-

cast Chat Feature Meta 
Verified will be rolled 
out in Australia and New 
Zealand this week be-
fore coming to markets 
in the United States and 
other countries. Sub-
scribers will get a badge 
indicating their account 
has been verified with 
a government ID, extra 
protection against imper-
sonation, direct access 
to customer support and 
more visibility, according 
to the company. The so-

cial media giant said the 
service would be primar-
ily aimed at content cre-
ators looking to expand 
their presence on the 
platforms and could see 
adjustments after a test 
phase. Instagram is Roll-
ing Back Live Shopping 
Feature Next Month: De-
tails There would be no 
changes to accounts on 
Facebook and Instagram 
that are already verified, 
the company said, adding 
that only users who are 

over the age of 18 will be 
allowed to subscribe. The 
service is not yet avail-
able to businesses. It was 
not immediately clear 
how Zuckerberg planned 
to price Meta Verified 
in countries where users 
cannot afford to pay $12 
a month, or in cash-based 
economies where they 
may have fewer ways to 
get the money to Meta. 
Musk’s initial attempts 
to launch a similar ser-
vice at rival social media 
network Twitter last year 
backfired, with an em-
barrassing spate of fake 
accounts that scared ad-
vertisers and cast doubt 
on the site’s future. Meta 
Oversight Board to Re-
view More Cases, Ex-
pedite Decision-Making 
Process He was forced to 
briefly suspend the effort 
before relaunching it to 
muted reception.

 in December. ‘Free’? 
Facebook helped estab-
lish the dominant model 
of large platforms on the 
internet today, which sees 
users benefit from “free” 
services that collect their 
data to sell personalized 
ad space. Meta Gets Nod 
to Buy VR Maker Within 
Unlimited, FTC’s Re-
quest Gets Denied It is 
a model that has earned 
the company, along with 
other advertising titans 
such as Google, tens of 
billions of dollars a year. 
For years the Facebook 
homepage proudly de-
clared that the site was 
“free and always will 
be.” But in 2019 the 
company quietly ditched 
the slogan. At the time 
experts suggested it was 
because the value of us-
ers’ personal data meant 
the site was never truly 
free. In 2022, 

Microsoft Said to Invest $10 Billion 
Into OpenAI, Other Venture Firms

Microsoft Corp is in talks to 
invest $10 billion (roughly 
Rs. 82,200 crore) into Ope-
nAI, the owner of Chat-
GPT, which will value the 
San Francisco-based firm 
at $29 billion (roughly Rs. 
2,38,400 crore), Semafor 
reported on Monday, cit-
ing people familiar with 
the matter. The funding in-
cludes other venture firms 
and deal documents were 
sent to prospective inves-
tors in recent weeks, with 
the aim to close the round 
by the end of 2022, the 
report said. Microsoft de-
clined to comment, while 
OpenAI did not immedi-
ately respond to Reuters’ 

request for comment. Chat-
GPT Creator Mulling Ten-
der Offer Valuing Firm at 
$29 Billion: Report This 
follows a Wall Street Jour-
nal report that said OpenAI 
was in talks to sell existing 
shares at a roughly $29 bil-
lion valuation, with ven-
ture capital firms such as 
Thrive Capital and Found-
ers Fund buying shares 
from existing shareholders. 
OpenAI, founded by Tesla 
CEO Elon Musk and inves-
tor Sam Altman, made the 
ChatGPT chatbot available 
for free public testing on 
November 30. A chatbot 
is a software application 
designed to mimic human-

like conversation based on 
user prompts. The Sema-
for report said the funding 
terms included Microsoft 
getting 75 percent of Ope-
nAI’s profits until it recoups 
its initial investment once 
OpenAI figures out how to 
make money on ChatGPT 
and other products like 
image creation tool Dall-
E. Here’s How Microsoft 
Could Be Using ChatGPT 
AI to Compete With Google 
On hitting that threshold, 
Microsoft would have a 49 
percent stake in OpenAI, 
with other investors tak-
ing another 49 percent and 
OpenAI’s nonprofit parent 
getting 2 percent,.

Google Maps navigation now works without 
a phone on Wear OS: How to use it

Google has rolled out an 
important and an inter-
esting update for Google 
Maps app on Wear OS 
3. Up until now, smart-
watch users had to keep 
their Android devices 
nearby while using turn-
by-turn navigation on 
their Wear OS 3-powered 
smartwatches. But now, 
with Google Maps‘ lat-
est update, users can use 
turn-by-turn navigation 
on their Wear OS 3 pow-
ered smartwatches with-
out keeping their smart-
phones nearby. Also Read 
- Google Pixel January 
software update now roll-
ing out: List of eligible 
phones This means that, 
users can go for a run in 
the morning without tak-
ing their phones along. 
Similarly, while explor-
ing a new city, they can 
use their smartwatches 
for getting some coffee 
from the nearby market 
even if they have put their 
smartphones for charg-

ing. Also Read - Google 
Chrome is making it dif-
ficult to download sneaky 
HTTP files But there is a 
catch. This feature will 
only work if the smart-
watch is connected to 
an LTE network or to a 
Wi-Fi network. “We’re 
excited to share that 
you can now get Google 
Maps turn by turn navi-
gation right on your 
LTE* watch, no phone 
required. If you have an 
LTE-enabled* watch, or 
your watch is connected 
to the internet via WiFi, 
you can now enjoy hav-
ing Maps available on 
your wrist,” Google 
wrote in an update on its 
community page. Also 
Read - Google Pixel to 
get 5G support in India 
in Q1 2023: Report It’s 
worth noting that while 
having LTE connectivity 
will make it easy for us-
ers to use Google Maps’ 
turn-by-turn navigation 
feature, especially since 

this feature doesn’t work 
in offline mode, how the 
company plans on letting 
use Wi-Fi networks for 
the same remains uncer-
tain as Wi-Fi networks 
are usually restricted 
to smaller spaces while 
the turn-by-turn naviga-
tion feature is quite dy-
namic in nature. If you 
have a Wear OS 3 pow-
ered smartwatch, here is 

a step-by-step guide of 
how you can use Google 
Maps’ navigation feature 
without your phone. How 
to use Google Maps’ 
navigation feature with-
out your phone Step 1: 
Open Google Maps app 
on your Wear OS 3-pow-
ered smartwatch. Step 2: 
Tap Search and enter the 
name of your destina-
tion. Step 3: Select your 

mode of transportation. 
From here, you can view 
your ETA. Step 4: Start 
your walk, bicycle, or car 
trip. Google in its sup-
port page said that users 
can also enable mirror-
ing on their connected 
smartwatch and Android 
phone to start navigation 
on their phones and then 
leave your phone behind 
for their watches to take 
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Centre Likely To Peg Nominal GDP 
Growth At About 11% In Budget 2023

India is likely to peg its 
nominal gross domestic 
product (GDP) growth 
at around 11% in the an-
nual budget next week, 
marking a slowdown 
from its estimate for the 
current fiscal year due 
to the prospect of weak 
exports, two government 
officials said. Nominal 
GDP growth — which 
includes inflation and is 
the benchmark used to 
estimate tax collections 
— could be pressured 
by suppressed external 
demand next year due to 
a likely U.S. recession, 
said the sources, who 
declined to be named as 
discussions are not yet 
public. The government 
expects nominal growth 
of 15.4% for the current 

fiscal year that ends on 
March 31. With nominal 
GDP of 10.6%-11%, In-
dia’s gross tax collection 
growth rate is likely to be 
around 8% in 2023/24, 
compared with 14.5% in 
the current year, due to 
base effect, said Gaura 
Sengupta, an economist 

at IDFC First Bank. In-
dia’s finance ministry did 
not reply to an email and 
a message seeking com-
ments. “The biggest risk 
to these estimates is the 
interest rate hikes by the 
U.S. Federal Reserve, 
which is expected to tip 
their economy into re-

cession, hurting India’s 
exports,” one of the of-
ficials told Reuters. The 
official added that a fall 
in exports and a contin-
ued rise in imports to 
support domestic con-
sumption would lead to a 
widening current account 
deficit (CAD). India’s 
CAD was 4.4% of GDP 
in the July-September 
quarter, higher than 2.2% 
a quarter ago and 1.3% a 
year ago, as rising com-
modity prices and a 
weak rupee increased the 
trade gap. The real GDP 
growth is expected to be 
pegged at 6.0%-6.5% in 
the Economic Survey of 
2022/23, one of the of-
ficials said. The second 
official said it would be 
under 7%.

Entire GST Compensation Cess Dues 
of Rs 16,982 Crore will be Cleared

New Delhi: Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Saturday 
said the entire pending 
dues for the GST com-
pensation cess to the 
states will be cleared as 
of today. “Till May 31, 
we have already cleared 
GST compensation,” the 
Finance Minister added. 
Sitharaman said the en-
tire pending balance 
of the GST compensa-
tion cess -- a total of Rs 
16,982 crore -- will be 
cleared and “although 
this amount is not avail-
able with the compensa-
tion fund as of today, we 
have decided to release 
from our own resources 
and the same amount will 
be recouped from the fu-

ture compensation cess 
collection”. (Also Read: 
SBI vs PNB vs HDFC vs 
BoB: Latest Home Loan 
Interest Rate Compared) 
While speaking dur-
ing the press conference 
after the GST Council 
Meeting on Saturday, the 
Finance Minister said, 
“With this release, the 
Centre would clear the 
entire provisional ad-
missible compensational 
cess dues for five years 
as envisaged in the GST 
Compensation to States 
Act, 2017.” (Also Read: 
‘People Not Losing Jobs 
in India...’: MoS Rajeev 
Chandrasekhar Amid IT 
Layoffs) In addition, the 
Finance Minister said 
the Centre would clear 

the admissible final com-
pensation to those states, 
which have provided 
the revenue figures as 
certified by the audit ac-
countant general of the 
states, and that amounts 
to Rs 16,524 crore. While 
speaking on the reduc-
tion of GST rates, Sith-
araman also said, “We 

are reducing the item on 
Raab -- the kind of liquid 
jaggery -- to between nil 
to 5 percent.” She said 
if it’s loose it will be nil 
and if it’s prepackaged 
and labelled, it will be 5 
percent. The GST rates 
on pencil sharpeners will 
come down from 18 per-
cent to 12 percent.

Tcs Not Considering Layoffs, Hiring 
Impacted Employees from Startups

Mumbai: Tata Consultan-
cy Services (TCS) is not 
considering any layoffs 
as it believes in groom-
ing talent for longer ca-
reers once it hires an em-
ployee, a top official has 
said. The country’s larg-
est information technol-
ogy services exporter is 
also looking to hire start-
up employees who have 
lost their jobs, its chief 
Human Resources offi-
cer Milind Lakkad told 
PTI in an interview. The 
comments have come 
amid IT companies, in-
cluding big tech giants, 
the world over laying 
off people due to a slew 
of reasons. We don’t do 
that (layoffs), we believe 
in grooming talent in 
the company(there will 
be) no layoffs, Lakkad 

said, replying to a spe-
cific question on whether 
there will be layoffs or 
involuntary attrition. He 
said many companies 
are forced to take such a 
step because they hired 
more than they wanted 
while the cautious TCS 
believes that once a staff 
member joins, it is the 
company’s responsibility 
to make them produc-
tive and derive value. 
In cases where it finds 
a gap between the skill 
sets required and what 
an employee possesses, 
it focuses on training the 
employee by giving her 
more time, Lakkad add-
ed. He said the company, 
which employs over 6 
lakh people, will be an-
nouncing hikes which 
will be similar to earlier 

years. With a slew of 
startups laying off peo-
ple, especially in sectors 
like education technolo-
gy, Lakkad said TCS will 
be looking to hire such 
impacted workers. It is 
a very large canvas, we 
are doing exciting work 
across different industries 
in different technologies. 
I think all of that requires 
some phenomenal tal-
ent to come in and par-
ticipate. We are getting it 
obviously from startups, 
people who have actually 
done some good work 
in those companies and 
have short-term career 
challenges, he said. Spe-
cifically, it is looking for 
talent in user experience 
design, artificial intelli-
gence, many aspects of 
cloud and having product 

experience, Lakkad said. 
When asked if TCS will 
be reviewing its stock 
options schemes, given 
that startups attract a lot 
of talent based on such 
offers, Lakkad said it is 
continuing to evaluate 
on this aspect as it feels 
that both loyalty and per-
formance play a signifi-
cant role. To a question 
on whether the decline 
of over 2,000 staffers in 
overall employee count 
in the December quarter 
was a one-off, Lakkad 
declined to specify if the 
March quarter will have 
an addition or continue 
with a decline. He ex-
plained that over the last 
year, it has hired over 2 
lakh people including 
1.19 lakh trainees, who 
are still getting into bill-
able projects and hence, 
the slowdown in new 
hires resulted in the de-
cline. Over the next few 
quarters, the company 
does not see significant 
additions from a net em-
ployees standpoint, Lak-
kad said, pointing out that 
it is leveraging its past in-
vestments now. This will 
lead to an increase in the 
overall utilisation num-
ber, before it starts going 
down as the over 40,000 
trainees it expects to hire 
in FY24.

Microsoft Making Multibillion-Dollar 
Investment In Company Behind ChatGPT

Redmond: Microsoft has 
confirmed it is making 
a “multibillion dollar” 
investment in OpenAI, 
the company behind the 
viral new AI chatbot tool 
called ChatGPT, CNN 
has reported. Microsoft, 
an early investor in Ope-
nAI, said it plans to ex-
pand its existing partner-
ship with the company as 
part of a greater effort to 
add more artificial intelli-
gence to its suite of prod-
ucts, according to CNN 
report. In a separate blog 
post, OpenAI said the 
multi-year investment 
will be used to “develop 
AI that is increasingly 
safe, useful, and power-
ful.” “We formed our 
partnership with OpenAI 
around a shared ambition 
to responsibly advance 
cutting-edge AI research 
and democratise AI as 
a new technology plat-
form,” Satya Nadella, 
Microsoft’s CEO, said in 
a statement. The deepen-
ing partnership between 
the two companies has 
the potential to super-
charge OpenAI’s ambi-
tious projects, including 
ChatGPT, which has 
captured the attention of 
- and sometimes sparked 
concerns from - academ-
ics, business leaders and 
tech enthusiasts with its 

ability to create provide 
lengthy and thorough re-
sponses to user prompts 
and questions, accord-
ing to CNN report. The 
investment could also 
catapult Microsoft as an 
AI leader and ultimate-
ly pave the way for the 
company to incorporate 
ChatGPT into some of 
its hallmark applications, 
such as Word, Power-
Point and Outlook, CNN 
said. 3M To Cut 2,500 
Jobs As Consumer Fac-
ing Businesses Face 
“Rapid Decline” 3M To 
Cut 2,500 Jobs As Con-
sumer Facing Businesses 
Face “Rapid Decline” 
Airtel Raises Basic Tar-
iffs By Nearly 57% In 
Seven Regions Airtel 

Raises Basic Tariffs By 
Nearly 57% In Seven 
Regions Finance Minis-
try Officials Meet Private 
Bankers, Review Prog-
ress Of Schemes Finance 
Ministry Officials Meet 
Private Bankers, Review 
Progress Of Schemes As 
a result of its existing 
exclusive deal with Ope-
nAI, Microsoft recently 
said it would soon add 
ChatGPT features to its 
cloud computing service, 
Azure, CNN said, adding 
that if ChatGPT becomes 
available on that service, 
businesses could use the 
tools directly within its 
apps and services, too. 
The report said the in-
vestment comes days af-
ter Microsoft announced 

plans to lay off 10,000 
employees as part of 
broader cost-cutting 
measures. Nadella said 
at the time that the com-
pany would continue to 
invest in “strategic areas 
for our future” and point-
ed to advances in artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) as 
“the next major wave” 
of computing. OpenAI is 
also the company behind 
DALL-E, which gener-
ates a seemingly limit-
less range of images in 
response to prompts from 
users. Both DALL-E and 
ChatGPT are trained on 
vast amounts of data in 
order to generate content, 
according to the CNN re-
port.

SBI Announces Amrit Kalash Deposit FD Scheme 
with upto 7.60 percent Rate of Interest

New Delhi: India’s larg-
est lender State Bank 
of India (SBI) has an-
nounced a new Fixed 
Deposit (FD) Scheme 
for domestic and NRI 
customers. The SBI Am-
rit Kalash Deposit FD 
Scheme for domestic and 
NRI customers comes 
with ‘attractive interest 
rates’ and has a tenure of 
400 days, said SBI. The 
SBI Amrit Kalash Depos-
it FD scheme offers 7.10 
percent interest rates, 
while senior citizens will 
get 7.60 interest on the 
FD. However, the SBI 
Amrit Kalash Deposit is 
valid only for a limited 
period. Customers avail-
ing the FD can do so till 
31 March 2023. SBI has 
tweeted, “Introducing 
“Amrit Kalash Deposit” 
for domestic and NRI 
customers with attractive 
interest rates, 400 days 
tenure and much more.” 
State Bank of India 

(SBI) has announced to 
increase its key lending 
rate by 10 basis points 
(bps) across tenures fol-
lowing the repo rate hike 
by Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI). The new rates is 
effective from February 

15, as per SBI’s website. 
The Bank is now offering 
7% from 6.75% interest 
for FDs maturing be-
tween 2 years to less than 
3 years and 6.5% from 
6.25% on 3 years to less 
than 5 years.

New Delhi: A “crazy 
nut” and an aged “bark-
ing dog” is how real es-
tate doyen K P Singh 
described billionaire fi-
nancier George Soros, 
who caused an outrage in 
India after saying the Ad-
ani-Hindenburg turmoil 
would lead to weakening 
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s grip on pow-
er. Singh, who helmed 
India’s biggest listed pri-
vate real estate company 
DLF Ltd and is known 
for plain-speaking, said 
in an interview with PTI 
that India has got the best 
democratically elected 
Prime Minister, who 
has been elected with 
thumping majority not 
once but twice. “When 
you do something well, 
so many dogs bark. Do 
you respond to each dog? 
No. Dogs bark but qui-
eten after some time,” he 

said. On comments made 
by Soros at the Munich 
Security Conference, he 
said, “the fact of the mat-
ter is that when you rise 
others try to pull you 
down.” “He is a crazy 
nut, completely,” he said. 
“Although he is younger 
than me. I am 93 (and he 
is 92) but at that age there 
is sometimes confused 
thinking, by nature,” he 
said in an hour-long in-
terview where he spoke 

lucidly about a wide 
range of topics including 
urbanisation to his love 
for golf and art. Soros 
had stated on Thursday 
that “Modi and business 
tycoon Adani are close 
allies; their fate is inter-
twined” and the conglom-
erate’s troubles following 
allegations of fraud by a 
US short-seller would 
“significantly weaken 
Modi’s stranglehold on 
India’s federal govern-
ment” and “open the door 
to push for much needed 
institutional reforms”. 
The ruling BJP on Friday 
accused Soros of trying 
to undermine India’s de-
mocracy. Singh said min-
isters from the govern-
ment and the ruling party 
have aptly responded to 
Soros’ comments. by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksY-
ou May Like Learn from 
IIT Madras Faculty & 

Industry Experts Intel-
lipaat Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Uni-
versity Soros, he said, is 
“nothing” and his “non-
sense” comments can in 
no way undermine the 
democracy in the coun-
try. Asked what he would 
tell Soros if he were to 
meet him, Singh said, 
“I will say you are hor-
ribly wrong. I will say 
that India has got the best 
democratically elected 
Prime Minister. I would 
say in which democracy 
so many votes have come 
to a Prime Minister, 
not once (but) twice (in 
democratic elections).” 
Without commenting on 
the motives behind the 
comments by Soros, the 
chairman emeritus of 
DLF said, “Is he feeling 
jealous of him (Modi)?” 
“Can India be governed 
by a heterogeneous gov-

ernment?,” he asked. “In-
dia needs a strong-willed 
person that’s why votes 
are given to him. Who the 
hell is he? What George 
Soros got to do with it. 
Completely nonsense.” 
Apples-to-airports con-
glomerate Adani group 
has been under severe 
pressure since the US 
short-seller Hindenburg 
Research on January 24 
accused it of accounting 
fraud and stock manipu-
lation, allegations that 
the conglomerate has 
denied as “malicious”, 
“baseless” and a “calcu-
lated attack on India”. 
The group’s listed firms 
together lost about USD 
125 billion in market.
value in three weeks be-
fore some stocks made 
recovery in the last cou-
ple of days.

George Soros ‘is a Crazy Nut’, Addled by Age, 
Says Industry Doyen KP Singh of DLF
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Lionel Messi, Kylian Mbappe Star in 
PSG’s 4-3 win over Lille

Paris Saint-Germain was 
only minutes away from 
a fourth consecutive loss 
on Sunday (February 19) 
when Kylian Mbappe 
and Lionel Messi came 
to the rescue to avert a 
major crisis at the Qatari-
backed club. The French 
league leaders gave away 
a two-goal lead and were 
trailing by one goal with 
four minutes left before 
Kylian Mbappe and Lio-
nel Messi turned things 
around to transform a 
fiasco in the making into 
a 4-3 win against Lille. 
As PSG looked headed 
for yet another setback, 
Mbappe snatched a late 
equalizer at the Parc des 
Princes. Messi then slot-
ted home the winner 
deep in added time from 
a free kick, with a lethal 
left-footed shot into the 
bottom right corner. “I 
will simply say that it’s a 
great relief,” PSG coach 
Christophe Galtier said. 

Lionel Messi’s match-
winning free-kick here… 
The hard-fought win 
followed a 1-0 defeat at 
home midweek against 
Bayern in the Champions 
League that came after a 
3-1 defeat to Monaco in 
the league and another 
loss against bitter rival 
Marseille in the French 
Cup. PSG kept a five-
point lead over second-
place Marseille, which 
kept the pressure on the 
leaders with a 3-2 win at 
Toulouse ahead of their 
clash next week at the 
Stade Velodrome in the 

biggest match in French 
football. After playing 
just half an hour against 
Bayern after return-
ing from a thigh injury, 
Mbappe was back in Gal-
tier’s starting lineup. His 
impact throughout made 
up for PSG’s defensive 
inadequacies and lapses 
of concentration. PSG led 
2-0 after 17 minutes with 
goals by Mbappe and 
Neymar but the French 
champions then conced-
ed three times — with 
Bafode Diakite, Jona-
than David and Jonathan 
Bamba all scoring — and 

lost Neymar through in-
jury. There were obvious 
signs of nerves amid the 
PSG ranks from the start. 
The hosts were immedi-
ately under pressure as 
Tim Weah’s shot took a 
deflection and Gianlu-
igi Donnarumma was 
forced into a reflex save 
to stop the ball with his 
feet. PSG defender Pres-
nel Kimpembe then put 
Donnarumma in a dif-
ficult situation when he 
headed the ball back to-
ward the keeper, only to 
set up David for a one-
to-one. The Lille forward 
appeared surprised by 
the unintended assist and 
his right-footed shot was 
not good enough to beat 
the Italy keeper. Look-
ing fragile, PSG relied 
on Mbappe to lead the 
way. Set up by Neymar, 
the France forward burst 
down the left and cut in-
side to come face to face 
with Tiago Djalo.

FC Barcelona vs Cadiz Match Live Streaming 
Details: When and Where to Watch 

FC Barcelona are set to 
host Cadiz at Camp Nou 
in their La Liga fixture. 
Xavi’s side will look to 
continue their unbeaten 
run in the Spanish top 
flight. Barca are cur-
rently leading the table 
eight points clear of 
arch-rivals Real Madrid. 
Cadiz are struggling this 
season sitting on the 16th 
position of the table with 
just two points clear of 
the relegation zone. It 
will be interesting to see 
whether defender Eric 
Garcia gets a chance to 
start in the eleven or not. 
Coach Xavi Hernandez 
has already expressed his 
guilt that Garcia does de-
serve more playing time. 
Bad news for Barcelona 
is that Pedri has been 
ruled out of the clash due 
to a hamstring injury, he 
joins Ousmane Dembele 
in the injury list. Check-
out the live streaming 
details of FC Barcelona 
vs Cadiz LaLiga match 
below: When is the La 

Liga match FC Barce-
lona vs Cadiz going to 
be played? The La Liga 
match FC Barcelona vs 
Cadiz will be played on 
Monday (February 20) 
from 1:30 AM (IST) on-
wards. Where is the La 
Liga match FC Barce-
lona vs Cadiz going to 
be played? The La Liga 

match FC Barcelona vs 
Cadiz will be played at 
Camp Nou. How can I 
live stream the La Liga 
match FC Barcelona vs 
Cadiz in India? The La 
Liga match FC Barcelo-
na vs Cadiz will be live-
streamed on the Voot app 
and website. FC Barce-
lona vs Cadiz Predicted 

XI Barcelona possible 
XI: Ter Stegen; Kounde, 
Christensen, Alonso, 
Balde; Roberto, F de 
Jong, Kessie; Raphinha, 
Lewandowski, Gavi 
Cardiz Predicted XI – 
Ledesma; Carcelen, Fali, 
Hernandez, Arzamendia; 
Bongonda, Alcaraz, Es-
calante, Ocampo.

Australian Open 2023: Linette Stuns 
Pliskova to Enter First-Ever Semifinal

Two days after advancing 
to her first Grand Slam 
tournament quarterfinal, 
unseeded Magda Linette 
has gone one better and 
is into the Australian 
Open 2023 semifinals. 
The 30-year-old Linette 
beat Karolina Pliskova 
6-3, 7-5 on Wednesday 
(January 25), adding the 
former No. 1 to the list of 
top players she has beaten 
at Melbourne Park during 
this tournament. Linette, 
who had lost seven of 
nine previous matches 
against Pliskova, has de-
feated Anett Kontaveit, 
Ekaterina Alexandrova 
and WTA Finals cham-
pion Caroline Garcia 
in successive rounds. A 
player from Poland was 
favored to reach the latter 
stages of the tournament, 
but it was top-seeded Iga 
Swiatek that everyone 
would have expected — 
and not Linette. “It’s so 
emotional I can’t really 

believe it,” Linette said. 
“I tried to stay composed 
and took my chances 
when I could.” Pure joy 
on her face _@Magda-
Linette _ @wwos _ @
espn _ @eurosport _ @
wowowtennis _ #Au-
sOpen _ #AO2023 pic.
twitter.com/SqmrazAjnf 
— #AusOpen (@Aus-
tralianOpen) January 25, 
2023 Linette will play 
the winner of the second 
women’s quarterfinal on 
Wednesday between No. 
5 Aryna Sabalenka and 

unseeded Donna Vekic. 
They meet in Thursday 
night’s semifinals. The 
other women’s semifinal-
ists were determined on 
Tuesday. Two-time for-
mer Australian champion 
Victoria Azarenka will 
play Wimbledon title-
holder Elena Rybakina 
for a chance to play in 
Saturday night’s final. 
Rybakina beat Swiatek 
in the fourth round. Later 
on Wednesday, the re-
maining men’s semifinal-
ists will be determined. 

Unseeded Americans 
Ben Shelton and Tommy 
Paul play before nine-
time champion Novak 
Djokovic takes on An-
drey Rublev. Djokovic 
will be looking to qualify 
for his 44th Grand Slam 
semifinal and a win in 
that match on Friday 
would advance him on 
Sunday night to his 33rd 
major singles final. The 
other men’s semifinal 
on Friday will see third-
seeded Stefanos Tsitsipas 
play Karen Khachanov.

WWE: Female superstar Asuka joins Brock Lesnar, 
John Cena, Randy Orton and Edge in elite list

NFL: Ex-Raiders QB Derek Carr to meet 
with New York Jets, say reports

Former Las Vegas Raider 
quarterback Derek Carr, 
who is a free-agent now, 
will be visiting the New 
York Jets for a poten-
tial tie-up, reported NFL 
network first. The news 
has also been confirmed 
by the sources to ESPN, 
which also said that the 
nine-year veteran QB 

will be going to meet the 
Jets. Carr became a free 
agent after being released 
by the Raiders on Tues-
day after he decided to 
decline to waive his no-
trade clause which would 
have gotten him more 
than $40 million and see 
him become guaranteed. 
The QB, however, holds 

most of the passing re-
cords for the Raiders. 
Read More: NBA: G-
League player Mac Mc-
Clung soars to win 2023 
All-Star Slam Dunk con-
test The QB, who’ll be 
turning 32 next month, 
has passed for more than 
4,000 yards in four of 
the past five seasons and 

has went 63-79 as the 
team’s starter. The Fres-
no State QB, who was 
selected in second round 
of 2014, has started 91 
straight games until be-
ing benched this season, 
with a record 142 starts 
since entering the league 
in 2014 - a record he ties 
with Tom Brady in that 
period. Also Read: NBA: 
Damian Lillard wins 
2023 All-Star 3-Point 
contest with a clutch shot 
If a deal is struck with 
the Jets, it would a dif-
ferent picture for them as 
they, so far, have opted 
for rookie QBs straight 
out of the NFL Draft. 
Some examples of it are 
first-round picks of Sam 
Darnold in 2018, Zach 
Wilson in 2021 and Mark 
Sanchez in 2009. The 
team, however, could not 
reach the desired stabil-
ity. This has made Jets 
owner Woody Johnson to 
go for an experience QB 
and he made his thoughts 
public recently as said he 
would ‘absolutely’ pay 

Premier League: Harry Kane Equals Huge 
Record of Jimmy Greaves for Spurs

England forward Harry 
Kane netted his 266th goal 
for Tottenham Hotspurs 
earning them a 1-0 win 
over Fulham and equaling 
Jimmy Greaves’s record of 
most goals for the club. Just 
before halftime, Kane lev-
elled the record in spectacu-
lar fashion by dodging Tim 
Ream on the edge of the 
Fulham box and launching a 
thunderous attempt into the 
corner. Informed that a win 
would move Fulham up to 
the fifth position, ahead of 
their underperforming op-
ponents, Fulham got off to 
a promising start. However, 
they were unable to capital-
ise on their early advantage, 
and Spurs quickly took con-
trol. by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like In-
vestment opportunity only 
for Senior India Citizens! 
Hoxton Capital Indian citi-
zens born before 1981 may 
qualify for this compensa-
tion. ESCLAW After a dull 
second half, Kane’s close-
range header was saved by 
Bernd Leno, denying him 
the chance to add a second 
goal and break Greaves’ 
record. Spurs, though, won 
for just the second time in 
six Premier League games 

this season, closing the 
distance to fourth-placed 
Manchester United to three 
points. While Fulham is 
still in seventh place, their 
loss was made even worse 
by the sight of Aleksandar 
Mitrovic needing assistance 
to leave the field after in-
juring his ankle in a colli-
sion with Eric Dier. Spurs 
forward Harry Kane said 
after the match that he and 
his teammates had a “great 
chat” with manager Anto-
nio Conte to discuss how 
to turn around Tottenham’s 
recent losing streaks against 
Arsenal and Manchester 
City. “We had a good meet-
ing amongst ourselves and 
the manager in the week, 
just to talk amongst our-
selves, to get back to what 
we are good at. We are go-
ing to keep fighting. The 
manager is really passion-
ate and we have just got 
to keep working hard for 
him,” Kane said as quoted 
by Sky Sports. The next 
weekend, Fulham will fo-
cus on the FA Cup as they 
play Sunderland in a match 
that will begin at 3 pm on 
Saturday. The following 
Friday, the west Londoners 
return to Premier League 

action with a west London 
derby away at Chelse. Be-
fore playing host to Wolves 
on February 24, the Cottag-
ers play Nottingham Forest 
and visit Brighton. Totten-
ham will play Preston of 
the Championship in the 
FA Cup`s fourth round on 

Saturday. On Super Sun-
day, Spurs host Manches-
ter City at home. After two 
challenging away journeys 
to Leicester and AC Milan 
later in February, Antonio 
Conte`s team will host two 
London derbies against 
West Ham and Chelsea.

Former WWE RAW 
Women’s Champion 
Asuka made history af-
ter winning Saturday 
Night’s WWE Elimina-
tion Chamber 2023 bout. 
The female superstar 
joined an elite list of male 
WWE superstars Brock 
Lesnar, Edge, John Cena 
and Randy Orton as the 
winner of the Elimina-

tion Chamber fight, the 
Royal Rumble bout, and 
the Money In The Bank 
Ladder clash after win-
ning last night’s Elimi-
nation Chamber 2023 
match, a feat which only 
she has achieved among 
the female WWE fight-
ers. Asuka, who has done 
very well in the last eight 
years with the company, 

will now be eying a win 
at The Show of Shows. 
Read More: WWE Elimi-
nation Chamber: Roman 
Reigns-Sami Zayn pro-
duce yet another exciting 
segment, Jey Uso returns 
The fight, which Asuka 
won, at the last night’s 
WWE Elimination 
Chamber 2023 event, 
was fought for a shot 
at the RAW Women’s 
Championship at Wres-
tleMania 39. The Asuka 
fight went on for about 20 
minutes with the Empress 
of Tomorrow register-
ing a massive win. With 
the win, however, she 
has guaranteed herself 
a place against Bianca 
Belair for her title at the 
Show of Shows fight in 
April. Asuka would defi-
nitely be looking to add 
the title of Bianca Belair, 
who has held the title of 
RAW Women’s Cham-
pionship after beating 
Becky Lynch at Wrestle-
Mania 38 last year. Asu-

ka, who has won titles on 
RAW, SmackDown, and 
NXT, would surely be 
looking to beat Belair at 
The Show of Shows fight. 
Also Read: WWE: Mad-
cap Moss loses Intercon-
tinental title bout against 
Gunther in SmackDown 
In more news from the 
2023 WWE Elimination 
Chamber event, superstar 
Brock Lesnar competed 
in a single match against 
Bobby Lashley but lost 
via DQ. Fellow fight 
Edge also showed up at 
the event and teamed up 
with WWE Hall of Famer 
Beth Phoenix for the fight 
against The Judgement 
Day’s Finn Balor and 
Rhea Ripley. Edge and 
his teammate managed 
to win the match. Randy 
Orton, on the other hand, 
is still out with a injury 
and it has been almost an 
year since he was in ac-
tion. There’s is no final 
date yet for Orton’s po-
tential return as of now.
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Kartik Aaryan reacts to his and Sara 
Ali Khan’s viral pic from Udaipur

A few days back, fans of 
Kartik Aaryan and Sara 
Ali Khan got excited 
when photos of the two 
together surfaced online. 
Fans speculated if the two 
were back together al-
though there has been no 
confirmation from either 
of the actors. In the vi-
ral images, the two were 
seen talking and smil-
ing at each other. There 
were also speculations 
on whether the two actors 
were working on a new 
film together. Now Kar-
tik Aaryan has reacted to 
the viral images. Kartik 
Aaryan has broken his 

silence in his recent pic-
ture with Sara Ali Khan. 
The two were reportedly 
clicked in Udaipur. Inter-
estingly, the two actors 
had posted pics of them-
selves from their Udaipur 
visit on Instagram just 
hours after being clicked 
together. However, they 
did not tag each other. 
Now, while speaking to 
RJ Siddharth Kannan, 
Kartik said, “We hap-
pened to be at the same 
place. Toh bas waha se 
kisine photo kheech li thi. 
Waha bohut saare logo 
the jo already kheech 
rahe the. I was surprised 

ki ek do hi photo hai (So 
somebody there clicked a 
picture. There were many 
people there who were 
already clicking pictures. 
I was surprised that there 
are only one or two pho-
tos).” Sara and Kartik 
worked together in Love 
Aaj Kal helmed by Imtiaz 
Ali in 2020. They were 
rumoured to be dating 
while they working on 
the film but later broke 
up. They never con-
firmed their relationship 
or their break up. Kartik 
Aaryan & Sara Ali Khan 
refuel romance rumors as 
they get spotted together, 
sparking hopes in their 
fans’ hearts.#kartikaaryan 
#saraalikhan #Spotted 
#Bollywood pic.twitter.
com/aWTt9n4w5p — 
Circle Of Bollywood (@
CircleBollywood) Febru-
ary 9, 2023 × Fans saw 
Kartik last in Shehzada, 
helmed by Rohit Dha-
wan. The film also stars 
Kriti Sanon, Manisha 

Koirala, Paresh Rawal, 
Ronit Roy, and Sachin 
Khedekar in the lead 
roles. It was released in 
theatres on February 17. 
Apart from this, he also 
has director Kabir Khan’s 
next untitled film and a 
romantic musical Satya-
prem Ki Katha with Kiara 
Advani. Read review of 
Shehzada here When he 
was asked if they are do-
ing a film together again, 
Kartik hesitated for a bit 
before saying, “As of 
now aesa kuch announce-
ment nahi hai. Aur as of 
now toh abhi pata nahi 
mujhe (As of now there 
is no such announce-
ment. And as of now I 
don’t know anything).” 
In the photo of Kartik 
and Sara that emerged 
online, he was seen in a 
checked shirt while Sara 
opted for a white crop 
top and black tights. Sara 
will be next seen in direc-
tor Laxman Utekar’s next 
untitled romantic drama.

 Shah Rukh Khan, John Abraham-Starrer Inches Close 
to Rs 1000 Cr Globally, Enters Rs 500 Cr Club in India

New Delhi: Yash Raj 
Films’ Pathaan, directed 
by Siddharth Anand, is 
on a historic run at the 
domestic and overseas 
box office. Released on 
January 25, the film has 
already collected Rs 981 
crores globally and is 
now inching close to Rs 
1000 crore, the film has 
also minted Rs 500 crore 
at the nationwide box 
office and broken many 
records. ‘Pathaan’ is the 
highest-grossing film of 
YRF’s Spy Universe. 
With this insane result, 
all films of YRF’s Spy 
Universe- ‘Ek Tha Ti-
ger’, ‘Tiger Zinda Hai’, 
‘War’ and ‘Pathaan’ are 
blockbusters. Trade ana-
lyst Taran Adarsh took 
to Twitter the latest num-
bers of the film and wrote, 
“#Pathaan continues to 
score over weekends… 
Gathers speed on [fourth] 
Sat [#MahaShivratri hol-
iday]: national chains + 
mass pockets witness an 
upward trend… #Pathaan 
#Tamil + #Telugu [Week 

4] Fri 5 lacs, Sat 7 lacs. 
Total: ₹ 17.82 cr. NOTE: 
#Pathaan #Hindi + 
#Tamil + #Telugu *com-
bined* biz: ₹ 511.42 cr. 
#India biz. Nett BOC” 
Earlier, with the over-
whelming response of 
Pathaan, Shah Rukh 
Khan earlier took to In-
stagram and shared his 

sunkissed picture. In the 
caption he wrote, ‘The 
Sun is alone… it Burns… 
and comes out of the 
darkness to Shine again. 
Thank u all for letting the 
Sun shine on Pathaan.’ 
Pathaan has become a 
must-watch theatrical 
entertainer which is be-
ing celebrated across the 

nation. Pathaan is part of 
Aditya Chopra’s ambi-
tious spy universe and 
has the biggest superstars 
of the country Shah Rukh 
Khan, Deepika Padu-
kone and John Abraham 
in it. The stars have been 
showered with all the 
love from fans world-
wide and this is here.

Anil Kapoor confirms his collaboration 
with Jeremy Renner in new web series 

Kangana Ranaut Announces 
Film Wrap Of ‘Emergency’

New Delhi: Bollywood 
actress Kangana Ranaut 
is back on the micro-
blogging site, Twitter and 
the very first tweet after 
her return on the platform 
talks about her upcom-
ing directorial ‘Emer-
gency’. On Tuesday, the 
actress took to her Twit-
ter handle to announce 
her film’s wrap. She also 
shared a BTS video of 
her film in which one can 
see different departments 
of the film unit coming 
together to put together 

Kangana’s ambitious 
project. The film, which 
will now enter the post-
production stage, has set 
its release date as Octo-
ber 20, 2023. Kangana 
wrote in her tweet, “And 
it’s a wrap !!! Emergency 
filming completed suc-
cessfully, see you in cin-
emas on 20th October 
2023 a 20-10-2023.” The 
BTS video features table 
reading sessions with the 
team, the storyboarding, 
moodboards, location 
hunting, the production 

hustle-bustle and Kan-
gana busy brainstorming 
with her team and inter-
acting with fellow actor 
Anupam Kher. ‘Emer-
gency’, directed by Kan-
gana Ranaut, will also 
see her essaying the role 
of former Indian Prime 
Minister, Indira Gandhi. 
The film will tell the 
story of India’s biggest 
political event when the 
Emergency was imposed 
in the country by Gan-
dhi who was then Prime 
Minister.

Salman Khan fans Rejoice as Kisi Ka Bhai 
Kisi Ki Jaan Teaser plays in Theatre

Telugu Actor Taraka Ratna’s Mortal Remains 
Arrive at his Home in Rangareddy

Bengaluru: Mortal remains 
of actor and politician Nan-
damuri Taraka Ratna was 
brought to his residence 
in Rangareddy on Sunday 
morning. Nandamuri Tara-
ka Ratna, who was `RRR` 
actor Jr NTR`s cousin, 
passed away on Saturday 
at the age of 39. Nandamuri 
reportedly was admitted to 
a private hospital in Benga-
luru where he died. As per 
media reports Nandamuri, 
who is survived by his wife 
and their daughter, had ear-
lier collapsed during a rally 
in January. The late actor 
was the grandson of Telugu 
actor and former chief min-
ister of Andhra Pradesh, N. 
T. Rama Rao. His demise 
sent shockwaves and sev-

eral Tollywood celebrities 
and political figures includ-
ing Karnataka Health Min-
ister Dr Sudhakar K and 
actors Allu Arjun and Chi-
ranjeevi Konidela paid their 
condolences. Actor Allu 
Arjun tweeted, “Heartbro-
ken to learn of the passing 
away of #TarakaRatna garu. 
Gone to soon. My deepest 
condolences to his family, 
friends & fans. May he rest 
in peace.” Andhra Pradesh 
MP K Raghu Rama Krish-
na Raju wrote on Twitter, 
“Deeply saddened by the 
demise of #NandamuriTa-
rakaRatna. Gone too soon. 
My heartfelt condolences to 
all his family members and 
friends. May his soul rest in 
peace.” After his debut with 

`Okato Number Kurraadu` 
(2003), Nandamuri acted in 
several films as the lead ac-
tor. His role as the antago-
nist in Amaravathi (2009) 
was widely appreciated. 
Live Tv and moves to Paki-
stan as an Indian spy. Her 
grit and resilience to help 

her country by finding out 
important information from 
Pakistan makes this movie 
a brilliant watch. `Uri: The 
Surgical Strike` Starring 
Vicky Kaushal and Yami 
Gautam, this movie is no 
doubt one of the best films 
one can watch.

New Delhi: Salman Khan 
Fans who have been 
waiting for a long time 
to catch a Salman Khan 
Mass entertainer on the 
big screen ever since 

screens opened post-Co-
vid, thronged the theatres 
to catch the first shows 
of Pathaan to witness a 
glimpse of their favorite 
star on the Bi Screen for 

his upcoming Eid Block-
buster Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi 
Ki Jaan. After ‘Bharat’, 
KBKJ 2023 marks the re-
turn of Bhai’s mega Eid 
offering to Bollywood 
lovers worldwide, ring-
ing in the year 2023 with 
a high start, Bollywood 
is off to a great start. The 
morning of January 25 
saw the release of Shah-
rukh Khan’s ‘Pathaan’ 
in theatres all across the 
country to mass crowds 
of jubilant fans. The cel-
ebrating audiences were 
treated to yet another 
bonanza with the teaser 
of Salman Khan’s much-

awaited ‘Kisi Ka Bhai 
Kisi Ki Jaan’ playing on 
the big screens, much to 
celebrate the frenzy of 
fans in the theatres. Amid 
the raucous celebrations, 
the theatres all over the 
country reverberated 
with chants of “Love 
you bhaijaan” while the 
teaser of Salman Khan’s 
latest offering was play-
ing on the big screens. In 
the videos, that have al-
ready gone viral, we can 
see the fans’ madness as 
they are clapping, whis-
tling, cheering, scream-
ing shouting and enjoy-
ing glimpses.

Indian actor Anil Ka-
poor is collaborating 
with  ‘Avatar’ star Jer-
emy Renner for a new 
web series. The rumours 
of Kapoor being a part of 
Renner starrer Rennerva-
tions was already doing 
the rounds for a while and 
now the actor has con-
firmed the news on so-
cial media. Kapoor’s first 
OTT series The Night 
Manager released just a 
few days to rave reviews. 
On Friday, Anil Kapoor 
confirmed the news of his 
latest project while reply-
ing to filmmaker Shekhar 
Kapur’s tweet. The ac-
tor had worked with the 
filmmaker in the iconic 
film Mr India in 1987. 
was replying to film-
maker Shekhar Kapur, 
with whom he worked 
in 1987. “Amazing how 
the actor in Anil Kapoor 
evolves with everything 
he does. And OTT allows 
him to explore what the-
atrical cinema never did. 
What’s next Anil? Hope 
it’s international?” the 

filmmaker tweeted on 
Friday about The Night 
Manager. Anil Kapoor 
replied to Shekhar Ka-
pur’s tweet, “You’re too 
kind, Shekhar. OTT is a 
whole new beast and I 
love it. As for what’s next 
international, I am look-
ing forward to Jeremy 
Renner’s Rennervations 
for Disney…Hopefully, 
I’ll continue living up to 

your words!” ak Kapoor 
and Renner had previ-
ously worked together 
in Tom Cruise’s Mis-
sion: Impossible Ghost 
Protocol but they never 
featured on the screen 
together. Rennervations 
will mark their first on-
screen appearance to-
gether. Reports about 
Anil Kapoor starring in 
Rennervations surfaced 

on the Internet last year 
when he was spotted 
with Jeremy Renner in 
Rajasthan’s Alwar. Ear-
lier this year, when the 
Marvel star suffered se-
rious injuries due to a 
snowplow accident, Anil 
Kapoor tweeted throw-
back pictures of him and 
Jeremy Renner. “Praying 
for your speedy recovery 
Jeremy,” he tweeted. ak 

In the Indian remake of 
the British hit series The 
Night Manager, Kapoor 
is playing Shelly Rungta, 
a business tycoon and a 
dreaded arms dealer. The 
show also stars Aditya 
Roy Kapur (in the titular 
role), Sobhita Dhulipala 
and Tillotama Shome. It 
is streaming on Disney+ 
Hotstar.


