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Manish Sisodia’s 
Rehabilitation Order 
Ahead Of Demolition

In Delhi Fridge Murder, 
What The Post-Mortem 

Report Says

10 BBC Employees Have 

Spent 2 Nights In Office, Tax 

‘Survey’ Enters Day 3

CM KCR’s birthday celebrations begin
Hyderabad: Cutting across 
sections, people, irrespec-
tive of religion and com-
munity, organized different 
programmes on Thursday 
ahead of the Chief Min-
ister’s 69th birthday on a 
grand note in the State. On 
Thursday, blood donation 
camps were organized by 
TNGOs in the city, while 
a cake cutting ceremony 
was organized sporting the 
Chief Minister’s mask at Ali-
ya School. Similarly, many 
programmes were orga-
nized by different organisa-
tions at different venues. 
IT Minister KT Rama Rao 
released a special book in 

Braille on the life history of 
the Chief Minister at Pra-
gathi Bhavan. The book 
was published by the State 
Disabled Corporation and 

was unveiled by visually 
challenged persons in the 
presence of the Minister. He 
complimented the Corpo-
ration chairman Vasudeva 

Reddy for coming up with 
the book, which would 
help the next generations 
to learn about the Chief 
Minister’s life and the chal-
lenges faced by him. On 
the Chief Minister’s birth-
day on Friday too, several 
organisations have sched-
uled different programmes 
across the State. Farmers at 
Wanaparthy have a made a 
huge portrait of Chief Min-
ister K Chandrashekhar Rao 
usuing groundnuts, hor-
segram and salt and other 
ingredients. The Dupa Dipa 
Naivedhya Archaka Sang-
ham is performing special 
pujas at 5,000 temples 

across the State on Friday 
to pray for the wellbeing of 
the Chief Minister. The city 
has already been decked 
up with colourful banners 
and hoardings depicting 
the State government’s 
different welfare and de-
velopment programmes 
for the benefit of all sec-
tions. If this was one way 
of celebrations, under the 
aegis of the Chief Minister’s 
childhood teacher Veleti 
Mruthyunjaya Sharma, Si-
tarama Kalyanam is being 
organized at Ramalayam 
near Fever Hospital in the 
city.

PM Modi 
To Address 
Global 
Business 
Summit On 
Friday
Delhi Feb 16: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will 
address a global business 
summit on Friday, his office 
said. The summit, Econom-
ic Times Global Business 
Summit 2023, is hosted an-
nually by The Times Group, 
the Prime Minister’s Office 
(PMO) said in a statement 
on Thursday. The theme of 
the summit is “Resilience. 
Influence. Dominance”. The 
two-day summit will be 
held on February 17-18, it 
said. It will bring together 
thought leaders, policy-
makers, academicians and 
corporate heads on a com-
mon platform, seeking to 
provide solutions to key 
economic challenges, it 
said. More than 200 busi-
ness leaders will speak 
across 40 sessions at the 
summit.

Water Security Important 
Concern For India: PM Modi

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday said 
water security is an impor-
tant concern for India and 
conserving the resource 
is a collective responsibil-
ity. Modi said this in a vir-
tual address at the launch 
of Jal Jan Abhiyan, a joint 
nationwide campaign of 

Brahma Kumaris and the 
Union Ministry of Jal Shakti, 
in Rajasthan’s Sirohi district. 
“We will have to generate 
faith in the value of water 
conservation among the 
people of the country,” he 
said and called for combat-
ing water pollution.

Pak Court Grants Bail To Ex-Minister
Rashid Ahmed In Case Linked To Allegations Against Former Prez Zardari

Delhi Feb 16: A Pakistani 
high court on Thursday 
granted bail to former 
interior minister Sheikh 
Rashid Ahmed in a case 
linked to his allegations 
against former president 
Asif Ali Zardari for plot-
ting to assassinate ousted 
prime minister Imran Khan. 
Ahmed had approached 
the Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) for bail where Justice 
Mohsin Akhtar Kayani pre-
sided over the hearing of 
his post-arrest bail plea. He 
was arrested by the Islam-
abad police on February 2 
in connection with remarks 
he allegedly made against 
Zardari, accusing him of 
hatching a “murder plot to 
eliminate Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) chief Imran 
Khan”. An ally of Khan’s PTI 
party, Ahmed is the chief of 
the Awami Muslim League 
(AML). Ahmed was arrested 

on a police complaint filed 
by Raja Inayat-ur-Rehman, 
the vice president of Paki-
stan People’s Party’s (PPP) 
Rawalpindi division. In his 
complaint, Raja said that 
the AML chief, in a televi-
sion interview on Janu-
ary 27, alleged that PPP’s 
co-chairman Zardari got 
the assistance of some ter-
rorists to kill Khan. After 
hearing from his lawyer 
Salman Akram Raja, the 
judge granted the bail plea 

and ordered Ahmed to 
deposit a surety bond of 
Rs 50,000. The judge also 
warned him to not repeat 
such allegations without 
strong proof. “We will have 
to start training from the 
primary school curriculum 
itself,” Justice Kayani said 
while talking about the 
statements of politicians. 
Ahmed was an ally of Khan 
in his government which 
was toppled through a 
no-confidence vote in 

April last year. In the past, 
as an ally of Nawaz Sharif, 
he used objectionable re-
marks against former prime 
minister Benazir Bhutto. 
Recently, he gave offensive 
statements against leaders 
of the PPP and the Pakistan 
Muslim League (Nawaz). He 
has been particularly us-
ing demeaning words like 
“Billo Rani” against foreign 
minister Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari. A separate case 
has been registered against 
him at Mochko Police Sta-
tion in Karachi for using 
such unparliamentary lan-
guage against Bilawal. Be-
ing historically close to the 
powerful establishment, 
Ahmed in the past escaped 
the law for using such foul 
language. But since the 
military establishment has 
recently declared its “neu-
trality” vis-a-vis politics of 
the country, he was arrest-

Tripura Assembly Poll Remains
“Largely Violence-Free”: Election Body

New Delhi: Feb16:  The 
Election Commission on 
Thursday said the Tripura 
assembly polls remained 
“largely violence-free”, with 
Bru migrant voters being 
able to exercise their fran-
chise for the first time in 
many years. The tentative 
voter turnout was record-
ed at around 80 per cent. 
Final turnout figures will 
be known by Friday, it said. 
No complaints have been 
received so far by the EC 
demanding repolling, EC 

officials said. ”There have 
been no reports of any 
major violence or attack 
on candidates or (polling) 
agents, intimidation of vot-
ers, throwing of bombs, re-
poll (or) damage to EVMs. 
As against 168 repolls in 
the state in the 2019 Lok 
Sabha polls, today’s polls 
in 60 assembly seats in 
Tripura have been largely 
peaceful with no (demand 
for) repoll reported so far,” 
the poll panel said. “Mi-
nor instances” of violence 

which were reported were 
promptly looked into by 
local teams, it said. For the 
first time in many years, 
Bru migrant voters were 
able to exercise their fran-
chise. Special efforts were 
made to enrol voters from 
the Bru community. Some 
14,055 eligible Brus were 
enrolled in the state in 12 
locations. They cast their 
votes at these locations 
spread across four districts. 
A 25-fold increase in sei-
zures amounting to ₹ 44.67 
crore was recorded this 
time as against the 2018 
assembly elections when 
the figure stood at ₹ 1.79 
crore. Increased seizures 
were witnessed under all 
heads -- cash, liquor, drugs, 
precious metals, and free-
bies. The EC referred to a 
statement of Chief Election 
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar 
that violence before, dur-
ing, and after elections.

‘PM Narendra Modi Takes Israel’s Help To Win Elections’
Congress Makes Serious Accusations

NEW DELHI feb 16:  Con-
tinuing its tirade against 
the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment at the Centre, the 
main opposition party 
Congress on Thursday 
made serious accusations 
against Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi. The Congress 
accused the Prime Minister 
of taking help from Israeli 
agencies to win elections 

in the country and to re-
main in power. Address-

ing a press conference at 
the party headquarters in 
Delhi, Congress spokesper-
sons – Pawan Khera and 
Supriya Shrinate – alleged 
that PM Modi is playing 
with democracy, he is in-
fluencing elections in the 
country with the help of 
Israeli agencies. The Con-
gress leaders alleged that 
democracy is in danger in 

India since the Prime Minis-
ter is conspiring against the 
country by colluding with 
foreign military agencies. 
The allegation made by the 
Congress leaders is based 
on an investigative report 
released by a consortium 
of international journalists. 
Shrinate went on to claim 
that a group of internation-
al journalists has claimed 

that Israeli contractors 
have influenced several 
elections in the world. Their 
main tactic is to spread lies. 
Traces of these agencies 
working secretly have also 
been found in India, she 
said. “This cannot happen 
without the consent of the 
government,” she said add-
ing that “their method of 
spreading propaganda and 

“Bad Manners To Talk About...”
Fiji PM On China At Meet With S Jaishankar

Suva: feb16:  Noting that 
he discussed bilateral co-
operation during his meet-
ing with External Affairs S 
Jaishankar, Fiji Prime Min-
ister Sitiveni Ligamamada 
Rabuka on Thursday indi-
cated that China did not 
figure in the meeting and 
they thought it was “bad 
manners to talk about 
somebody who is not in 
the building”. “We thought 
it was bad manners to talk 
about somebody who is 
not in the building. We 
spoke about our own co-
operation and we’re very 

fortunate to have such a 
great power and economy 
talking to us,” Rabuka said. 
He was asked if China was 
discussed in the talks be-
tween the Jaishankar and 
him. During a media state-
ment with Jaishankar in 
Suva on Thursday, Rabuka 
called India Fiji’s “special 
and trusted friend.” He 
stressed that India and Fiji 
have built a “robust multi-
faceted partnership” which 
covers cooperation in all 
major sectors of nation-
building. “I’m pleased to 
say that India will always be 

a special friend and trusted 
partner to Fiji,” Sitiveni Ra-
buka said. “Together we’ve 
built a robust multifaceted 
partnership which covers 
cooperation in all major ar-
eas of nation-building. In-
dia has stood by us in times 
of great need. We’re grate-
ful to Government of India 
for supporting us through 
the provision of life-saving 
vaccines and humanitarian 
assistance,” he added. Si-
tiveni Rabuka appreciated 
PM Modi and the Indian 
government for their sup-
port in co-hosting.

Rahul Gandhi Invited To UK’s
Cambridge University to Deliver Lecture
New Delhi: Former Con-
gress president Rahul 
Gandhi will be visiting the 
United Kingdom later this 
month and will also deliver 
a lecture at Cambridge Uni-
versity’s business school. 
Sharing information about 
his visit to the UK, Gandhi 
said he is looking forward 
to visiting his alma mater 
and that he will be en-
gaging with some of the 
brightest minds in geopoli-
tics, international relations 
and democracy. “Looking 

forward to visiting my alma 
mater Cambridge Univer-
sity and delivering a lec-
ture at @CambridgeJBS,” 
Gandhi tweeted. ”Happy to 
engage with some of the 

brightest minds in various 
domains, including geo-
politics, international rela-
tions, big data and democ-
racy,” the Congress MP said. 
In a tweet, the Cambridge 
Judge Business School said 
it was delighted to wel-
come back Gandhi to Cam-
bridge University later this 
month. “He will lecture on 
@CambridgeMBA and hold 
closed-door sessions on Big 
Data and Democracy and 
India-China relations, with 
@shrutikapila, supported 

by the Bennett Institute for 
Public Policy, the Centre for 
Geopolitics at the Univer-
sity of Cambridge and the 
History Faculty, University 
of Cambridge,” it said. From 
February 24 to 26, Gandhi 
will be attending the Con-
gress’ 85th plenary session 
in Raipur in Chhattisgarh, 
where the party will brain-
storm its strategy for the 
2024 general elections and 
will deliberate on several 
internal matters.

Manish Sisodia Asks Delhi University
To Cancel Interviews For Permanent Faculty

New Delhi: Feb16 Delhi 
Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia on Thursday 
wrote a letter to DU Vice 
Chancellor Yogesh Singh 
asking him to cancel inter-
views for permanent fac-
ulty, scheduled in some of 
the 28 colleges fully or par-
tially funded by the state 
government. The minister, 
in the letter, alleged that 
the appointments were 
being made without the 
government’s consent, and 

that such decisions create a 
financial implication on the 
state government. “Inter-
views for permanent posts 
are being held.

Adani 
Power’s 
Rs 7k cr 
deal to buy 
DB Power 
assets falls 
through
New Delhi: Feb16: Adani 
Power Ltd’s Rs 7,017-crore 
deal to buy thermal power 
assets of DB Power has 
fallen after the initial pact 
expired. “We wish to inform 
that the long stop date un-
der the memorandum of 
understanding dated Au-
gust 18, 2022, has expired,” 
Adani Power said in a regu-
latory filing on Wednesday. 
Earlier in August 2022, Ada-
ni Power had informed the 
bourses that it has agreed 
to acquire DB Power Ltd 
(DB Power), which owns 
and operates a running 
2x600 MW thermal power 
plant at district Janjgir 
Champa in Chhattisgarh. 
Queries regarding the 
status of the deal sent to 
Adani Power did not elicit 
any response. This assumes 
significance in view of alle-
gations of fraud against Ad-
ani group by the US-based 
short-seller Hindenburg 
Research. This issue rocked 
Parliament also earlier this 
month and opposition had 
demanded Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee as well 
as a Supreme Court moni-
tored probe into the issue. 
The initial term of the MOU 
(memorandum of under-
standing) was October 31, 
2022. Later the deadline for 
the transaction got four ex-
tensions till November 30, 
2022, December 31, 2022, 
January 15, 2023 and Feb-
ruary 15, 2023. DB Power 
is engaged in the business 
of establishing, operating 
and maintaining a thermal 
power.
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KTR writes to Nirmala Sitharaman
Pushes for International Data Embassies in Hyderabad

Hyderabad: IT and Indus-
tries Minister KT Rama Rao 
on Thursday made a strong 
case for setting up Interna-
tional Data Embassies in 
Hyderabad and appealed 
to the Centre to establish 
the proposed data embas-
sies at multiple locations 
and not in one single loca-
tion in Gujarat. In a letter 
to union Finance Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman, he cit-
ed her budget proposal to 
establish Data Embassies 
in the Gujarat International 
Finance Tec-City (GIFT city), 
and pointed out that Guja-
rat was a State highly prone 
to earthquakes. Detailing 
the huge risks in establish-
ing the data embassies in 
such a potentially risk area, 
the Minister said Hyder-

abad was one of the least 
active seismic zones in the 
country, which makes it an 
ideal location for setting 
up such data centres. The 
move to set up Data Em-
bassies in Gujarat might 
also pose a security threat 
as Gujarat shared its bor-
der with another country, 
he said, also suggesting 
that the interests of client 

countries should be con-
sidered while choosing the 
location for Data Embas-

sies. “In contrast to Hyder-
abad, GIFT city is located in 
Seismic Zone-III and is very 
close to Seismic Zone-IV, 
indicating that the region 
is at a high risk for earth-
quakes. Developing inter-
national data embassies in 
such an area presents po-
tential risks and could have 
significant consequences 
for international relations, 

if critical infrastructure is 
impacted,” Rama Rao said. 
Highlighting the advan-
tages that Hyderabad held 
as an ideal location for data 
centres, the Minister said 
that after due diligence, 
global data centre majors 
had chosen Telangana to 
invest in setting up their 
large data centres. From 
Amazon Web Services to 

Microsoft Azure, the State 
was now home to several 
hyper scale and edge data 
centres. He also said that 
the Telangana government 
had launched its Data Cen-
tre Policy in 2016 and of-
fered several important 
incentives and approval 
provisions to facilitate the 
setting up of data centres. 
Access to dual power grids, 

low-cost power supply and 
a high-speed fiber network 
were a few such provisions. 
“The overall experience of 
the companies which have 
invested in Telangana has 
been extremely positive. 
The State will be happy to 
provide similar support to 
International Data Embas-
sies,” Rama Rao said, urging 
Sitharaman to modify.

KTR inaugurates American India 
Foundation’s first chapter in Hyderabad

Hyderabad: IT and In-
dustries Minister KT 
Rama Rao invited mem-
bers of the American In-
dia Foundation (AIF), 
the US nonprofit organ-
isation working in India 
and the industry to work 
with the Telangana gov-
ernment to address three 
principle needs of peo-
ple – education, public 
health and livelihoods. 
He emphasised the need 
to focus on nurturing the 
young population and 
help India to leap into 
the first world. “India has 
the best human capital 
which needs nurturing 
where we all need to fo-

cus with a lot of synergy. 
We need voluntarism and 
people to contribute their 
time not just resources,” 
he said at the inaugura-
tion of the Hyderabad 
chapter of the American 
India Foundation (AIF) 
India, the foundation’s 
first chapter outside the 
US. Hyderabad Metro 
Rail Phase III in BRS 
third term, says KT Rama 
Rao Bosch arm to double 
manpower to 3,000 in 
Hyderabad Speaking on 
the occasion, the Min-
ister said the Telangana 
government was doing 
its best to address the 
needs of people in terms 

of education, healthcare 
and livelihood. The State 
had the largest number 
of doctors and beds for 
one lakh people which 
is highest for any State 
in the country. However, 
the State government was 
further ramping up its 
healthcare infrastructure 
by setting up a medical 
college and hospital each 
in all the 33 districts. “As 
long as the promises are 
delivered and results are 
achieved, raising capi-
tal will not be an issue 
for any organisation. We 
are working with a lot of 
NGOs to improve educa-
tion and healthcare in the 

State. We need people to 
volunteer and contribute 
their time,” he said. On 
the occasion, he appreci-
ated the “1-1-1” policy of 
the cloud services com-
pany Salesforce where 
they dedicate one percent 
of wealth, time and prod-
ucts to improve educa-
tion, healthcare and live-
lihood, urging others to 
emulate the policy. Rama 
Rao shared the deep ties 
between the US and India 
in terms of people, cul-
ture, entrepreneurial and 
now philanthropic activi-
ties. He stated that Telu-
gus from both Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh were 
performing well in dif-
ferent sectors in the US, 
even as the US Consulate 
in Hyderabad was issu-
ing the highest number of 
student visas anywhere in 
the world. Cyient found-
er chairman BVR Mohan 
Reddy, representatives of 
the US Consulate of Hy-
derabad, founder mem-
bers of AIF India and 
others were present.

Ensure land regularisation in transparent 
manner: Arvind Kumar tells officials

Warangal: Urban Devel-
opment Special Chief 
Secretary Arvind Kumar 
has ordered officials to 
take measures to com-
plete development works 
on a war footing. Gov-
ernment land regularisa-
tion as per GO 58 (regu-
larisation of encroached 
lands under “free cat-
egory” for the poor) and 
GO 59 meant for others 
under “payment catego-
ry” should be made in the 
most transparent manner, 
Arvind Kumar told of-
ficials of Hanamkonda, 
Warangal, Jangaon, Ma-
habubabad, Bhupalpally, 
and Khammam districts 
at Hanamkonda IDOC 
here on Wednesday. KTR 
inaugurates American 
India Foundation’s first 
chapter in Hyderabad 
Referring to water sup-
ply during the summer 
under GWMC limits, 
he said strict measures 
should be taken to en-
sure that there would be 
no water shortage. Re-
minding that MA&UD 
Minister KT Rama Rao 

wanted drinking water to 
be provided to the peo-
ple under GWMC limits 
every day, he asked the 
Hyderabad Metro Water 
Supply Board’s retired 
operations director Ravi 
Kumar to study the tech-
nical problems faced in 
water supply and submit 
a comprehensive report. 

While reviewing the ac-
tion plan for flood pre-
vention, he said measures 
should be taken keep-
ing in mind past expe-
riences of floods in the 
city. “Proposals should 
be sent to the State gov-
ernment immediately 
for setting up a single 
sluice for Bhadrakali 

Lake. The ducts should 
be constructed where 
necessary and important 
works should be done on 
war footing. To desilt the 
canals, five floating trash 
machines should be in-
stalled immediately,” he 
added. Commissioners 
of 16 municipalities and 
others participated.

Telangana: After 8 months of rigorous training, 
48 canines ready for passing out parade

Punjab CM Bhagwant Singh Mann in Hyderabad 
to study Telangana’s irrigation reforms

Hyderabad: Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Singh 
Mann arrived in Hyder-
abad on Wednesday eve-
ning as part of a two-day 
visit to Telangana. He 
will tour Siddipet district 
on Thursday to visit vari-
ous development works 
taken up by the Irrigation 
and other departments in 
Gajwel and Siddipet con-
stituencies. Chief Min-
ister K Chandrashekhar 

Rao is likely to accom-
pany Bhagwant Mann to 
Siddipet where they are 
slated to visit Kondapo-
chamma Sagar reservoir 
as part of Kaleshwaram 
Lift Irrigation Scheme, 
followed by a visit to 
check-dams constructed 
at Erravelly and to un-
derstand the artificial 
recharge structures de-
veloped by the Irriga-
tion department. Punjab 

CM meets CM KCR in 
Hyderabad As CM K 
Chandrashekhar Rao vis-
its Kondagattu, vintage 
family pics go viral Lat-
er, both the Chief Minis-
ters are scheduled to visit 
Pandavula Cheruvu tank 
and study the tank res-
toration works taken up 
under Mission Kakatiya. 
They will also interact 
with the local farmers.

Sexual harassment in brick kiln: Seven minor 
girls, 47 workers rescued in Sangareddy

Sangareddy: Child Pro-
tection Cell officials and 
Labour department offi-
cials rescued 54 migrant 
workers, including seven 
minor girls, of Odisha 
from a brick kiln at Darga 
Thanda in Narayankhed 
Mandal on Wednesday. 
As the brick kiln own-
ers Amgoth Paramesh, 
Amgoth Shankar, Ra-
mesh, and Gangaram 
were allegedly harassing 
the minor girls sexually 
besides ill-treating the 
other 47 workers, the 
Odisha workers with the 
help of their relatives in 

their State had contacted 
Odisha Chief Secretary 
Suresh Chandra Mo-
hapatra seeking his help. 
Mohapatra alerted Telan-
gana Labour department 
officials. Sangareddy 
Collectorate first in 
Telangana to receive 

multiple ISO certificates 
Floating bridge vessel 
with 100 people onboard 
gets stuck in Odisha Fol-
lowing the directions 
of Joint Commissioner 
R Chandrasekharam, 
Child Protection Of-
ficer R Rathnam and 

Labour department of-
ficials Yadagiri, Praveen 
and Yadaiah raided the 
brick kiln and found that 
the owners were sexu-
ally harassing the mi-
nor girls. They further 
found that the brick kiln 
management was giving 
wages of only Rs.500 
per week as against the 
Rs.1,000 per week they 
had promised. The work-
ers further alleged that 
the owners were not giv-
ing them proper water 
and food besides making 
them work for additional 
hours. 

Hyderabad: Completing 
eight months of rigor-
ous training, 48 canines 
of the 22nd batch will 
pass out of the Integrat-
ed Intelligence Training 
Academy (IITA), Moin-
abad, on Thursday. Five 
different breeds of dogs 
including Labrador (21), 
German Shepherd (1), 
Belgium Malinois (21), 
Cocker Spaniel (4) and 
Golden Retriever (1) 
were trained in differ-
ent aspects at the acad-
emy. This apart, 64 dog 
handlers also completed 
their training. ALSO 
READ TSRTC employ-
ees win big at All India 
Masters Games Women 
students of TTWRDC to 
be trained in web, mobile 
application development 

Of the total 48 canines, 36 
will join different units of 
the Telangana police and 
the remaining would take 
up roles with police units 
in Arunachal Pradesh. 
These dogs were trained 
in sniffing out explo-
sives, narcotic substanc-
es, alcohol and regular 
task of criminal tracking 
to help out the detec-
tives in investigation of 
crime. The training was 
divided into phases. In 
the initial phase the re-
cruits were put through 
exercises to bond with 
their handlers followed 
by two months of train-
ing for basic obedience 
and then specialized cat-
egory training in sniffing 
explosives, narcotics and 
alcohol apart from track-

ing, assault and guard-
ing. During the training 
period, the performance 
was evaluated through a 
test every month and re-
medial measures taken 
up where needed to im-
prove the performance 
of canines. Mock drills 
were conducted to give 
these canines a feel of 
real-time experiences in 

sniffing activities in bus 
and railway stations and 
airports. They also had 
taken a mid-term test be-
fore the final examination 
in sniffing and tracking, 
and for their handlers, a 
written and oral test by a 
visiting faculty of other 
reputed training centers 
was also conducted. Dr 
(Col) P K Chug, Consul-

tant Director, PSK9 cell, 
MHA was the examiner 
for the final tests. Telan-
gana Director General 
of Police, Anjani Kumar 
congratulated Additional 
Director General of Po-
lice (Intelligence) Anil 
Kumar and Intelligence 
Security Wing DIG 
Tafseer Iqubal for their 
efforts in supervising the 

Rajya Sabha MP Santosh Kumar announces 
adoption of 1000-acre forest land in Kondagattu

Hyderabad: On the oc-
casion of Chief Minister 
K Chandrashekhar Rao’s 
birthday, Rajya Sabha 
MP J Santosh Kumar 
announced adoption of 
more than 1000 acres 
of the Kodimyala for-
est area in Kondagattu 
under the Green India 
Challenge initiative. 
Kondagattu in Jagityal 
district is synonymous 
with Lord Hanuman. 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao had an-
nounced on Wednesday 
that the famous Konda-
gattu Temple, which is in 

the midst of dense forests 
and mountains, would be 
developed into a spiritual 
and tourist hub. Support-
ing the Chief Minister’s 
decision, the Rajya Sab-
ha MP on Thursday an-
nounced that he would 
adopt above thousand 

acre forest land in the 
Kondagattu area as part 
his Green India Chal-
lenge. 752 acres in Kodi-
myala Reserve Forest’s 
compartment 684 and 
342 acres in compart-
ment 685, a total of 1,094 
acres of land is being ad-

opted. In the first install-
ment, the MP announced 
that above thousand acres 
of forest land will be fur-
ther greened at a cost of 
Rs.1 crore. The MP said 
that the remaining works 
would be completed in 
installments. The MP 
said that the Chief Minis-
ter aspired for a Telanga-
na that radiates green and 
spiritual auras along with 
development in all fields, 
including construction of 
Kaleswaram project, re-
construction of Yadadri, 
or the development of the 
Anjanna Temple.
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TNGO’s dist Hyd Organised megha blood 
donation camp on CM KCR’s  Birthday : 

Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : Hy-
derabad February 16 
; Today on the eve of 
Telangana State Hon’ble 
Chief Minister Kalva 
Kuntla Charasekhar 
Rao’s birthday Tngo’s 
district Hyderabad con-
ducted ‘Megha Blood 
Donation Camp’ under 
the leadership of TN-
GO’s Union, Hyderabad 
District President Se-
varatna, Dr.S.M.Hussaini 
(Mujeeb) at Gruhakalpa 
Office, Nampally, Hy-
derabad. Telangana State  
Home Minister Hon’ble 
Mohammed Mah-
mood Ali and Hon’ble 
P&E, Sports Minister 
V.Srinivas Goud graced 
the programme as a Chief 
Guests. TS Wakf Board 
Chairman Masiullah 
Khan, TNGO’s Central 
Union President Mamilla 
Rajender, General Sec-
retary Raikanti Prathap, 
DIG-Medchal Malkajgiri 
Stamps                     & Registra-
tion Smt.M.Subhashini, 

DIG-Hyderabad Stamps 
& Registration Smt.
Twinkle John, The News 
Editor-in-Chief Mohd.
Nizamuddin & Hyder-
abad District Registrar 
(South) Smt.I.Valli Subba 
Lakshmi graced the oc-
casion as Guests of Hon-
ors. District Units Presi-
dent, Secretary, Primary 
members, Family Mem-
bers and friends attended 
the programme. On this 
day nearly 700 members 
donated their blood to 
Thalassemia, MNJ and 
IPM Blood Bank accord-
ingly. District Secretary 
S.Vikram Kumar, execu-
tive members, volunteers 
of People Helping Chil-
dren Organisation, NCC 
& NSS volunteers of 
Govt Degree College of 
Twin Cities attended the 
camp and made a grand 
success. While address-
ing to media TS Hon’ble 
Home Minister Moham-
med Mahmood Ali and  
TS Hon’ble P&E, Sports 
Minister V.Srinivas.

M.A. Waseem, Staff Re-
porter Nirmal, February, 
16. Allola Indrakaran 
Reddy, Minister of For-
est, Environment, Law, 
Endowments, Science 
and Technology has been 
greeted on his birthday 
by the BRS leaders, fans 
and workers at Nirmal. 
They present flowers, 
bouquets and Shawls and 
wished him happy birth-
day. Many public repre-
sentatives are express-
ing their birthday wishes 
to Minister Indrakaran 
Reddy on the platform 
of Twitter. Minister In-
drakaran Reddy cut the 
cake after participating in 
his birthday celebrations 
organized at the MLA 
camp office.  Nizamabad 
Urban MLA., Beegela 
Ganesh Gupta and others 
were present. Later, the 
minister inaugurated the 
blood donation camp or-
ganized by Bhagyalaksh-
mi milk center manage-
ment under the patronage 
of Devender Yadav. Min-
ister Indrakaran Reddy as 
the chief guest at the con-
cluding program of the 

police department em-
ployees “sports compe-
tition” held at the sports 
ground of the Govern-
ment Degree College and 
handed over the trophies 
to the winners with the 
Superintendent of Police 
Challa Praveen Kumar. 

There, District Collector 
K. Varun Reddy wished 
the minister on his birth-
day and fed him a cake. 
Later the Minister inau-
gurated the food dona-
tion program organized 
by Lakkadi Jaganmohan 
Reddy in Shastrinagar.

Minister KTR launched American India Foundation’s 
first India Chapter in Hyderabad today evening.  

Founded in 2001 at the 
initiative of President 
Bill  Clinton following 
a request from Prime 
Minister Vajpayee, AIF 
is committed to catalyz-
ing social and econom-
ic change in India and 
building a lasting bridge 
between the United 
States and India through 
high-impact interven-
tions in education, liveli-
hoods, public health, and 
leadership development, 
with a particular empha-
sis on empowering girls 
and women to achieve 
gender equity. Minister 
KTR said that more than 
500 American companies 
have invested in Telan-
gana. Their biggest pres-
ence in Tech, defence 
and aerospace, and life 

sciences. Top global tech 
companies have set their 
largest campuses outside 
their own US headquar-
ters here in Hyderabad. It 
is interesting to note that 
the US Consulate in Hy-
derabad issues the highest 
number of student visas 
among all other Consul-
ates in the world, said the 
Minister. Telugu diaspora 
is strongly placed across 
various professions like 
medicine, technology, 
academics, and venture 
capital. Some of them 
have even tasted political 
success, said KTR The 
Minister said that it is a 
matter of great satisfac-
tion that American India 
Foundation has decided 
to set up its first Chapter 
in Hyderabad. Govt of Telangana will be glad to partner with AIF.

Mumbai gang supplying drugs to IT 
circles in Hyderabad , suspect police

Hyderabad: The Hyderabad 
Narcotics Enforcement 
Wing (HNEW) busted a 
major drug-supplying rack-
et operating from Mumbai 
and arrested four persons, 
suspecting this gang has 
penetrated more in the IT 
circles in the city, supplying 
drugs to techies, particu-
larly women. They are also 
preparing to take Dinesh 
Mohan Kodmur of Mum-
bai, who supplied drugs to 
this gang in bulk quantities 
into custody. He is already 
arrested by the Mumbai 
police and is currently in 
judicial remand. Police are 
exploring the possibility of 
bringing him to the city on a 

transit warrant. A thorough 
interrogation of Dinesh 
would lead to the MDMA 
manufacturing units in 
Mumbai, through which 
city police hope to crack 
down on the illegal business 
to a major extent. Mumbai 
police have already seized 

a couple of such units, but 
there are several units still 
producing MDMA in large 
quantities and releasing 
them into the market, from 
where it is smuggled to oth-
er parts of the country, said 
city police officials

Kerala Finance Minister castigates Centre 
over fiscal policies, calls it ‘damaging’

Thiruvananthapuram: 
Kerala Finance Minis-
ter K N Balagopal has 
castigated the Centre by 
terming its fiscal poli-
cies as ‘damaging’ to the 
federal structure of the 
country. He also targetted 
the opposition Congress-
led UDF in the state over 
“unprecedented protests” 
against the Left govern-
ment over the imposition 
of cess on fuel prices, 
saying they were silent 
over the cess collected 
by the union government. 
The Congress has been 

organising widespread 
protests across the state 
against the fuel cess of 
Rs 2 imposed by the state 
government in the recent 
budget. Addressing the 
media here on Wednes-
day, Balagopal said this 
was not the first time a 
cess was proposed in the 
budget. “We have not re-
ceived the GST compen-
sation since June last year. 
The Centre has reduced 
the tax but its benefit was 
not going to the consum-
ers but to huge corporate 
companies. I would like 

to reiterate that today 
the state governments in 
this country do not even 
have the power of pan-
chayats,” Balagopal said. 
He claimed that the fiscal 
policies were ‘damaging’ 

the federal structure of 
the country. “States have 
a federal authority but 
that authority of the state 
governments has been 
curtailed and they took 
away the control over 

tax collection.” Taking 
on the Congress party, 
Balagopal recalled that 
in 2015-16, the then UDF 
government had imposed 
Rs 1 as cess on fuel pric-
es. “Similarly, this cess 
was imposed for social 
security seed fund pur-
poses. We need to look at 
the situation of the state. 
Last two times, we did 
not impose any major tax 
due to the pandemic but 
announced packages of 
Rs 20,000 and Rs 5,000 
among others,” 

India’s biggest Hanuman temple in Telangana: KCR
Jagtial: Chief Minister 
K. Chandrashekar Rao 
on Wednesday declared 
that the state government 
would spend Rs 1,000 
crore to develop the re-
nowned Sri Anjaneya 
Swamy temple as the 
largest Hanuman temple 
in the country spread over 
800 acres in Kondagattu 
of Jagtial district and di-
rected officials to prepare 
plans for approval. The 
announcement came a 
day after TPCC presi-
dent and Congress MP A. 

Revanth Reddy claimed 
that, if the Congress 
were elected to power, it 
would construct temples 
of Lord Rama in 100 As-
sembly constituencies. 
Rao, who arrived by he-

licopter in Nachupally 
8 km from Kondagattu, 
offered special prayers 
at the temple. After of-
fering prayers, the Chief 
Minister visited Koneru, 
new Pushkarini, Bethala 

Swamy Temple, Seet-
hamma Kanneeti Dhara, 
and Kondala Rayudi 
Gutta on Kondagattu hill. 
Later, the Chief Minister, 
who held a review meet-
ing on the development 
of Kondagattu temple 
with endowments minis-
ter A. Indrakaran Reddy 
and senior officials, ex-
amined the maps and re-
viewed land acquisition 
needed for the temple’s 
development with the 
revenue department of-
ficials. 

Soldier Dies Days After Attack By Mob Led By 
DMK Councillor In Tamil Nadu

Chennai: A 29-year-old 
soldier was killed after he 
was allegedly attacked by 
a DMK councillor in Tamil 
Nadu’s Krishnagiri district. 
The soldier, Prabhu, served 
in Jammu and Kashmir. The 
police said there was an ar-
gument between the soldier 
and the DMK councillor, 
Chinnnasamy, over wash-
ing clothes at a public tank. 
The soldier’s brother, Prab-
hakaran, was also injured in 
the attack, the police said. 

Later, the argument esca-
lated into a full attack with 

more men joining the DMK 
councillor in thrashing the 

two brothers on February 
8. Prabhu was admitted to 
a hospital, where he died 
last night. Six men were ar-
rested on February 9. Three 
more including the DMK 
councillor were arrested to-
day. The mob used logs to 
attack the soldier, the police 
said. “Chinnnasamy and the 
brothers are relatives too,” 
Deputy Superintendent 
of Police Manoharan told 
NDTV. The ruling DMK is 
yet to respond.

Minister Indrakaran Reddy Birthday 
Celebrations in Nirmal 

Today Minister for Health and Finance Mr Harish Rao Laid foundation 
stone for 100Bedded hospital and addressed the public gathering at 

Yadagirigutta
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In Delhi Fridge Murder, What The Post-Mortem Report Says
New Delhi: The post-
mortem reports of 
25-year-old Haryana 
woman Nikki Yadav, who 
was allegedly strangled 
by her boyfriend with a 
charging cable, revealed 
her death occurred due 
to suffocation, said the 
Delhi Police sources on 
Wednesday. Nikki was 
found dead in a freezer 
at Delhi’s Mitraon vil-
lage on Tuesday and was 
taken from Rao Tularam 
Memorial Hospital to 
Deen Dayal Upadhyay 
Hospital for a post-
mortem on Wednesday. 
According to the Police 
Sources, the post-mortem 
reports have revealed 
that she died because of 
suffocation. There were 
marks on her neck and 
no other injury marks 
were found on the body. 
PauseUnmute Fullscreen 
According to doctors, 
when the body was in the 
fridge, it is difficult to 
tell the exact time of the 
death, because there is 
no natural process in the 
fridge. The viscera re-
port has been preserved. 

The Police sources fur-
ther said the killing of 
a 25-year-old Haryana 
woman will be investi-
gated on the lines of the 
Shraddha Walkar murder 
case and that evidence 
is being collected on the 
basis of forensic investi-
gation, as was collected 
in the Shraddha murder 
case. In the CCTV cam-
eras installed in the house 
where Nikki Yadav lived 
on rent in Delhi’s Uttam 
Nagar, it can be seen in 
the CCTV footage, that 
Nikki was seen going to 
the terrace at around 1 
pm, and can be seen com-
ing out the other day at 
around 9 pm. Nikki was 

living in this flat with 
one of her sisters for the 
last five months and ac-
cused Sahil Gehlot used 
to visit her regularly. She 
had told his neighbours 
that she was studying 
and mostly did not talk to 
the people there but the 
people present here have 
seen Sahil coming to her 
flat several times. The 
post-mortem of the vic-
tim has been completed 
and the body of Nikki Ya-
dav has been brought to 
the Mortuary in Delhi’s 
Deen Dayal Upadhyay 
Hospital. Soon her dead 
body will be handed over 
to her relatives and then 
the relatives will take the 

dead body to their ances-
tral residence in Jhajjar 
in Haryana. Nikki was 
strangled to death alleg-
edly by her live-in partner 
after she came to know of 
his impending marriage 
with another woman, po-
lice said. After his arrest 
on Tuesday, the accused 
Sahil Gehlot was present-
ed before a Delhi court 
and sent to five-day po-
lice remand. DCP Crime 
Branch Satish Kumar 
said that the accused is on 
remand for five days and 
an inquiry is on to iden-
tify the route taken that 
night. “The accused is 
on remand for five days. 
Inquiry is on. Our multi-
ple teams are working to 
identify the route taken 
that night. We are also 
scanning CCTV footag-
es,” said the DCP crime. 
Mr Kumar further said 
that on February 9 there 
was an argument about 
his marriage and Sahil 
got and strangled the vic-
tim with a mobile cable. 
The accused was getting 
engaged on February 
9. The accused went to 

meet Nikki at her flat and 
left early in the morning, 
they went to many places 
in Delhi, during which 
there was an argument 
about his marriage. Dur-
ing this, he got angry and 
strangled the victim with 
a mobile cable, said DCP 
Crime Branch “After 
that, he kept the victim’s 
body in the refrigerator 
in a dhaba in Mitraon vil-
lage and then the accused 
went to his marriage. We 
are investigating deeply 
about this case,” he add-
ed. Delhi Police Crime 
Branch, meanwhile, said 
it has recovered the car 
in which Sahil allegedly 
murdered Nikki. He also 
transported her body 
to the dhaba (eatery) in 
the same vehicle, police 
added. According to the 
police, Nikki called Sahil 
after learning that he was 
going to marry another 
woman. The woman’s 
body was recovered from 
a freezer in New Delhi’s 
Najafgarh area, police 
said on Tuesday. The vic-
tim was a resident of Ut-
tam Nagar in Delhi.

New e-way: Infrastructure push to 
drive up property prices in Sohna?

GURUGRAM: Sohna 
witnessed significant real 
estate activity between 
2013 and 2022, thanks 
to its affordable property 
prices. And now with 
the opening of the Soh-
na-Dausa stretch of the 
Delhi-Mumbai Industrial 
Corridor (DMIC), the 
realtors are hoping for 
a significant increase in 
housing demand in the 
region. Moreover, with 
the department of town 
and country planning 
(DTCP) and Haryana 
Shahari Vikas Prad-
hikaran (HSVP) having 
launched a hunt for land 
for the development of 
infrastructure in Sohna, 
the realtors believe that 
this would significantly 
drive up property prices 
and create new invest-
ment opportunities for 
them. Around 10,000 
families are currently 
living in the 36 sectors 
of Sohna, where around 
34,500 units have been 
launched in the past few 
years with the average 
property price ranging 

between Rs 4,000 and 
Rs 4,500 per sq ft. The 
DTCP has issued a to-
tal of 80 licences for 
residential projects and 
commercial colonies in 
Sohna. However, the 
area lacks proper water 
supply, power and drain-
age infrastructure. As a 
result, the owners prefer 
to sell their land directly 
to the developers then to 
the state government due 
to better prices and quick 
process. The departments 
are, therefore, facing 
challenges in acquiring 
the land for developing 
infrastructure. District 
town planner (planning) 

Rajesh Kaushik told TOI, 
“The department and 
HSVP are aggressively 
hunting for land for the 
development of infra-
structure in the newly 
carved sectors of Sohna 
as per the masterplan. We 
are also holding aware-
ness drives in the area to 
encourage landowners to 
give their land to us un-
der the TDR policy.” As 
per the TDR policy, own-
ers can offer their land 
to the government in ex-
change for development 
certificates that can be 
bought by developers to 
carry out extra construc-
tion in their projects.

71 Demolition Drives Conducted In 
South Delhi In 2023 So Far: Civic Body

New Delhi: Civic author-
ities have carried out 71 
demolition drives against 
“unauthorised proper-
ties” in south Delhi this 
year so far, officials said 
on Wednesday. The Mu-
nicipal Corporation of 
Delhi (MCD) has also 
carried out 41 sealing 
actions in the same time 
period, they said. In a 
statement, the MCD’s 
South Zone said it has 
conducted a demolition 
and sealing drive against 
“unauthorized construc-
tions” in different areas 
of South Delhi. “Seven-
ty-one demolition and 41 
sealing actions have been 
taken against unauthor-
ized constructed prop-
erties in Said-ul-Azaib, 

Khirki Extension, Panch-
sheel Vihar, Chhattarpur, 
Freedom Fighter En-
clave, Panchsheel Vihar, 
Greater Kailash-1, Great-
er Kailash-2,Neb Sarai, 
Malviya Nagar, Mehrauli 
etc. this year,” the state-
ment said. The field staff 
of the Building Depart-
ment of South Zone has 

been exclusively focused 
in taking demolition and 
sealing action against 
unauthorised construc-
tion, it said, adding that 
the areas were regularly 
inspected and unauthor-
ised construction by 
unscrupulous builders 
were identified. “These 
unscrupulous builders 
carried out unauthorised 

construction in blatant 
violations of various laws 
and luring general public 
into buying cheaper flats 
with extra ground cover-
age. “Massive demoli-
tion actions have been 
taken by the department 
with a view to discour-
aging the unauthorized 
construction activities 
by unscrupulous build-
ers,” the MCD said in the 
statement.The MCD said 
on some occasions, there 
was stiff resistance from 
local residents who tried 
to create a ruckus and 
hindrances to thwart the 
demolition staff from tak-
ing actions, but the drive 
was carried out success-
fully. The MCD said it 
will further intensify the 

demolition drive. “The 
drive is aimed at bringing 
constructions in proper-
ties within the parame-
ters of Master Plan-2021 
and Unified Building 
Bye-Laws-2016, which 
contain the notified reg-
ulations applicable for 
construction activities in 
the Capital,” the state-
ment read. “These de-
molition and sealing ac-
tions are strong messages 
against unscrupulous 
builders to abide by the 
provisions of DMC Act, 
1957, Master Plan-2021 
and Unified Building 
Bye-Laws-2016. “With 
these actions, the depart-
ment will keep persever-
ing in taking such puni-
tive actions with the sole 

Manish Sisodia’s Rehabilitation 
Order Ahead Of Demolition

New Delhi: Delhi Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish Si-
sodia has directed Chief 
Secretary Naresh Kumar to 
identify land for the rehabil-
itation of displaced people 
ahead of a proposed demo-
lition drive in the Tughlak-
abad Fort area, an official 
statement said. The Archae-
ological Survey of India 
(ASI) intends to demolish 
over a thousand houses in 
Tughlakabad village as part 
of its demolition campaign, 

it alleged in the statement. 
There was no immediate 
reaction available from the 
ASI. Mr Sisodia has asked 
Mr Kumar to identify land 
for the rehabilitation of 
those affected, urgently pre-
pare a proper plan and sub-
mit a status report within a 
week, the government said 
in the statement. “The pro-
posed demolition drive in 
Tughlakabad village by the 
Archaeological Survey of 
India, a central government 

agency, will prove extreme-
ly cruel to the people living 
in that area for a long time 
and will have a very adverse 
impact on the people. “The 
elderly, children, women, 
and disabled individuals 
there will be particularly 
impacted by it. The Delhi 
government asserts that 
no demolition should take 
place in such a circum-
stance without ensuring ad-
equate rehabilitation first,” 
the statement quoted Mr Si-
sodia as saying. The deputy 
chief minister directed Mr 
Kumar to coordinate with 
the land-owning agency 
(ASI), identify land closest 
to the current location and 
prepare a detailed rehabili-
tation plan to allocate it to 
the people affected. “The 
chief secretary has been 
asked to submit the status 
report within a week,” the 
statement added.

25-Year-Old Delhi Man Stabbed To 
Death After Argument

New Delhi: A 25-year-old 
man was stabbed to death 
allegedly by some uniden-
tified people following an 
argument in west Delhi’s 
Nangloi area, police said 
on Wednesday. The incident 
took place on Tuesday eve-
ning on the Kavita Colony 
road nearly 150 metres from 
the Nangloi police station. 
Three people have been ar-
rested, police said. A case 
under sections 302 (mur-
der) and 34 (common in-
tension) of the Indian Penal 
Code was registered at the 
Nangloi police station and 
investigation was taken up, 
police said. The victim has 
been identified as Sahil Ma-

lik, a resident of Kavita Col-
ony in Nangloi, they said. 
The elder brother of Sahil, 
identified as Vishal Malik, 
was returning from the gym 
when he had an argument 
with a RTV driver after his 
bike allegedly touched the 
latter’s mini bus. The argu-
ment escalated further at 

the bus parking near Nan-
gloi metro station where 
Vishal’s bike was damaged 
by the RTV staff. However, 
Vishal managed to escape 
and reached the nearest po-
lice station after narrating 
the incident to his family 
members over phone, the 
latter claimed.

CCTV Shows Delhi Woman Hours Before Murder
New Delhi: A young Del-
hi woman, who was stran-
gled by her boyfriend 
with a charging cable and 
stuffed in a fridge, is seen 
in security footage from 
her home, close to the 
spot where she was mur-
dered. The body of Nikki 
Yadav, 23, was found on 
Tuesday inside a fridge at 
a restaurant owned by her 
boyfriend Sahil Gehlot’s 
family. Sahil, 24, was 
arrested after he led the 
police to the body. Nikki 
Yadav was last seen in 
CCTV footage entering 
her rented home in south-
west Delhi. In the video, 
dated February 9, she is 

alone. The police say she 
was killed hours later by 
Sahil Gehlot, a pharma 
graduate. Not far from 
the house, the couple 
fought inside a car for 
around three hours over 
Sahil marrying another 
woman. As the fight es-

calated, Sahil strangled 
Nikki using a charging 
cable, the police said. He 
allegedly panicked and 
decided to hide the body 
in the freezer at his fami-
ly’s dhaba. “We are look-
ing into the CCTV foot-
age and also scanning for 

more to collect evidence 
and establish what hap-
pened,” a police officer 
said. Nikki never knew 
that her live-in partner 
was engaged to another 
woman. She found out 
a day before his wed-
ding, police sources said. 
Some reports said she had 
threatened to file a case if 
he married someone else. 
Other reports claimed 
she had booked tickets 
to Goa and was pressing 
him to go with her. Af-
ter allegedly strangling 
Nikki, Sahil went to his 
parents’ home just 700 
metres from where he hid 
her body. The murder, 

which surfaced on what is 
widely celebrated as Val-
entine’s Day, has chilling 
similarities to the murder 
of Shraddha Walkar last 
year by her boyfriend 
Aaftab Poonawalla, who 
chopped up the body 
into several pieces and 
disposed of them bit by 
bit, keeping the parts 
in his fridge for weeks. 
The police tracked down 
Sahil after a neighbour 
reported Nikki missing. 
Her family lives in Jhaj-
jar in Haryana. Special 
Commissioner of Police 
(Crime) Ravindra Singh 
Yadav said on February 
10,.

7-Year-Old Girl Burnt With Tongs, Beaten Up 
By Adoptive Mother In Delhi

New Delhi: A seven-
year-old girl was alleg-
edly burnt with tongs and 
beaten up by her adop-
tive mother and her son 
in Delhi’s RK Puram, 
police said on Wednes-
day. The 50-year-accused 
woman works as a nurse 
at a central government 
hospital here and is cur-
rently on the run. Her son 
was arrested and sent to 
judicial custody, police 

said. The girl’s biological 
parents are relatives of 
the accused, police said. 

RK Puram police station 
received information on 
February 9 regarding a 

minor being physically 
abused by her adoptive 
mother. There were scars 
and injuries on her body, 
a senior police officer 
said.The girl was medi-
cally examined and a 
case under relevant sec-
tions of the Indian Penal 
Code, Juvenile Justice 
Act and Protection of 
Children from Sexual 
Offences Act Act was 
registered.

1 Killed, 2 Injured As Car Rams Into Auto 
Rickshaw In South Delhi

New Delhi: A 37-year-old 
auto driver was killed while 
two others were injured af-
ter their vehicle was alleg-
edly hit by a car, police said 
on Wednesday. The incident 
took place on Wednesday 
morning around 6 am on 
the Panchsheel Flyover 
in south Delhi, they said, 
adding that the accused car 
driver has been arrested. 
The driver of the car was 
returning from the Indira 
Gandhi International Air-
port after dropping his boss, 

police said. Ratan Lal Guru 
was travelling with his 
wife in the auto rickshaw 
when the vehicle was hit by 
the car on the Panchsheel 
flyover, police said. The 
driver of the offending ve-
hicle fled the spot after the 
incident, they said. All the 
three injured -- auto driver 
Megh Singh and the couple 
-- were shifted to the AIIMS 
Trauma Centre where Singh 
was declared brought dead. 
The husband and wife are 
under treatment, a senior 

police officer said. ALSO 
READWe have registered 
a case under sections 279 
(Rash driving or riding on 
a public way), 304A (Caus-
ing death by negligence) 
and 337 (Causing hurt by 
act endangering life or per-
sonal safety of others) of 
the Indian Penal Code and 
the accused Illias Ali Khan 
(31) has been arrested,” the 
officer said. Khan, who is a 
resident of Jamia Nagar, has 
been taken into police cus-
tody and the offending ve-

hicle has been seized, police 
said. PromotedListen to the 
latest songs, only on JioSaa-
vn.com “On enquiry, Khan 
told police the accident 
took place when he was re-
turning after dropping his 
owner at the airport. He was 
alone in the vehicle and fled 
the spot after the incident,” 
the officer added. following 
the issuance.He was alone 
in the vehicle and fled the 
spot after the incident,” the 
officer added. following the 
issuance.
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10 BBC Employees Have Spent 2 Nights In 
Office, Tax ‘Survey’ Enters Day 3

New Delhi: At least 10 
senior employees of 
the British Broadcast-
ing Corporation (BBC) 
in Delhi have not gone 
home since the Income 
Tax department launched 
a “survey” at their Indi-
an offices, sources have 
said, as the operation 
entered its third day on 
Thursday. Officials gath-
ered financial data from 
staffers and made copies 
of documents of the news 
organisation in an action 
that comes weeks after 
the broadcaster aired a 
two-part documentary 
“India: The Modi Ques-

tion” on Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and the 
2002 Gujarat riots. A 
BBC staffer in Delhi said 
they were broadcasting 
their news like usual and 
many employees were 
working from home. The 
operation that began at 
the BBC offices in Del-
hi and Mumbai around 
11:30 am on Tuesday has 
clocked more than 45 
hours now, officials said. 
Authorities had said on 
Wednesday that the ex-
ercise would continue for 
some more time, saying 
the “exact time frame to 
call the operation closed 

rests entirely on the 
teams on the ground”. 
The survey is being car-
ried out to investigate 
issues related to interna-
tional taxation and the 
way funds are transferred 
between different arms 
of a multinational cor-
poration, officials have 
said. The survey teams 
are seeking answers on 
financial transactions, the 
company structure and 
other details about the 
news company, and are 
copying data from elec-
tronic devices as part of 
their task of collecting 
the evidence, tax officials 

had said. Opposition 
parties have denounced 
the tax department’s ac-
tion against the London-
headquartered public 
broadcaster, terming it 
a “political vendetta” in 
response to the documen-
tary on PM Modi. The 
ruling BJP has accused 
the BBC of “venom-
ous reporting” and being 
“most corrupt”. While 
there has been no official 
statement from the In-
come Tax department on 
the action, the BBC has 
said it was cooperating 
with the authorities. The 
Supreme Court last week 
dismissed a plea seeking 
the imposition of a com-
plete ban on the BBC in 
India in the wake of the 
controversial documen-
tary, terming the petition 
“entirely misconceived” 
and “absolutely merit-
less”. Another set of pe-
titions challenging the 
government’s decision to 
block the documentary’s 
links on social media 
platforms will be heard 
in April. 

Kerala Temple-Saffron Flag Row: Big Setback for Left 
Government; High Court Rules Favour Committee

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), Hindu Ai-
kya Vedi and other Hin-
du organisations today 
held a protest in front 
of Nemom Police Sta-
tion in Thiruvanantha-
puram over restriction 
on Major Vellayani Devi 
Temple from using only 
saffron-coloured decora-
tions and flags as part of 
Kaliyoottu festival. The 
district administration’s 
ban has sparked a contro-
versy and the issued was 
taken to the Kerala High 
Court. The Kerala High 
Court today ruled that 
the District Administra-
tion or the Police cannot 
insist that only politically 
neutral-coloured decora-
tive materials are used 
for temple festivals. The 
judgements come while 
the Police restrained the 
temple authorities of Ma-
jor Vellayani Bhadrakali 
Devi temple in Thiruva-
nanthapuram from using 
only saffron-coloured 
decorative materials as 
part of the Kaliyoottu 
festival. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 

Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Uni-
versity Elecrama 2023 
– Powering the Future 
of Energy Elecrama.com 
The Court ruled this on a 
petition filed by the Ma-
jor Vellayani Devi Tem-
ple Advisory Committee 
at Nemom in Thiruvana-
nthapuram seeking nec-
essary steps to ensure the 
use of saffron/orange co-
loured decorative materi-
als at the temple prem-
ises and festival ground 
during Kaliyoottu festi-
val at Major Vellayani 
Bhadrakali Devi temple. 
It also sought to restrain 
the Inspector of Police, 
Nemom Police Station 
from interfering with 
the affairs of the Temple 
Advisory Committee and 
the devotees during the 
Kaliyoottu festival. Di-
vision Bench of Justice 
Anil K Narendran and 
Justice PG Ajithkumar 
further ruled that “Kali-
yoottu festival at Major 
Vellayani Bhadrakali 
Devi Temple, which is 
a temple under the man-
agement of Travancore 

Devaswom Board has to 
be conducted in accor-
dance with the custom, 
rituals and practices of 
that temple. Politics has 
no role to play in the 
conduct of daily worship 
and temple ceremonies 
and festivals. A worship-
per or a devotee has no 
legal right to insist that 
saffron/orange-coloured 
decorative materials 
alone are used for fes-
tivals in a temple under 
the management of the 
Travancore Devaswom 
Board....Similarly, the 
District Administration 
or the Police cannot in-
sist that only politically 
neutral coloured decora-
tive materials are used 
for temple festivals. The 
District Administration 
or the police cannot med-
dle with the power of the 
Travancore Devaswom 
Board in conducting Ka-
liyoottu festival in accor-
dance with the custom, 
rituals and practices of 
that temple.” Court also 
made it clear that “Roads 
are for vehicular traffic, 
which cannot be con-

verted as a parking space 
for commercial or other 
establishments, religious 
institutions etc., or even 
for putting up temporary 
structures in connection 
with festivals in temples, 
churches, mosques etc., 
or for putting up tempo-
rary structures as resting 
place for headload work-
ers, etc., or for putting up 
bus shelters by political 
parties or by any other 
organisations. By per-
mitting encroachments 
on public roads by way 
of temporary structures 
on the right of way or on 
the pavements or on the 
pedestrian facilities pro-
vided on such roads, on 
political considerations 
or otherwise, the State 
Government or the con-
cerned Local Self Gov-
ernment Institution is 
committing a breach of 
trust. Any failure on the 
part of the designated au-
thorities, contractor, con-
sultant or concessionaire 
in maintaining the safety 
standards of public roads 
will attract the penal con-
sequences.

Financial Visionary Mohit Bhargava Paves the 
Way for India’s Cashless Future with Digirashi

Financial Visionary Mo-
hit Bhargava Paves the 
Way for India’s Cash-
less Future with Digi-
rashi New Delhi (India), 
February 15: In today’s 
fast-paced world, fi-
nancial stability and 
independence have be-
come increasingly im-
portant for individuals 
to achieve their aspira-
tions and goals. Despite 
advancements in digital 
financial services, India 
still remains a largely 
cash-reliant nation. This 
highlights the need for a 
more comprehensive ap-
proach to promote digi-
tal financial services and 
encourage individuals to 
adopt cashless transac-
tions. Enter Mohit Bhar-
gava, the visionary be-
hind the brand Digirashi, 
who aims to empower 
individuals with financial 
autonomy and promote 
financial inclusivity. 

Bhargava’s approach is 
based on promoting per-
sonal prosperity, which 
when combined, contrib-
utes to the advancement 
of the nation as a whole. 
He believes that a shift 
towards a cashless soci-
ety is crucial for national 
development, as seen in 
most developed nations. 
Digirashi, under Bhar-
gava’s leadership, will 
make it easier for indi-
viduals to attain financial 
independence through 
its innovative financial 
services. The company 
provides instant account 
opening with full KYC, 
available in multiple lan-
guages, and even voice-
responsive for illiterate 
individuals. The applica-
tion is user-friendly and 
accessible to everyone, 
making it a boon for 
small shopkeepers and 
merchants. By accept-
ing payments through 

UPI and enabling direct 
payments to suppliers 
through the app, Digi-
rashi shall not only make 
the lives of small business 
owners easier but will 
also contribute to their 
business growth. Bhar-
gava has set his sights 
on providing financial 
freedom to India’s rural 
population, which makes 
up 61% of the country’s 
citizens but lacks access 
to basic financial servic-
es. He is working to re-
fine a specific credit rat-
ing engine for the mostly 
rural and semi-urban user 

base, remove bottlenecks 
preventing rural popula-
tions from making cash-
less transactions, and ad-
dress the inertia of banks 
in the minds of the rural 
population. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Looking for 2bhk 
Interiors? Book a Free 
Design Session Now! 
HomeLane Add a ‘Dr.’ to 
your name Golden Gate 
University Digirashi pro-
vides a hassle-free trans-
action interface and cash 
deposit services from the 
nearest merchant. Mer-
chants are incentivized 

to accept digital pay-
ments by being offered 
commissions. Bhargava 
is confident that with the 
right support, Digirashi 
can help turn India into 
a cashless society in the 
next 5 to 7 years. In con-
clusion, Mohit Bharga-
va’s vision for Digirashi 
is to empower individu-
als with financial autono-
my and to promote finan-
cial inclusivity. Through 
its innovative financial 
services, the brand aims 
to bridge the gap between 
individuals and financial 
independence and, at the 
same time, contribute to 
the nation’s advancement 
towards a cashless soci-
ety. Disclaimer: Above 
mentioned article is a 
Consumer connect.
initiative, This article 
does not have journal-
istic/editorial involve-
ment of IDPL, and IDPL 
claims.

G20 Finance Chief Meet In 
India With Debt In Focus

New Delhi: G20 finance 
and central bank chiefs 
meet in India next week 
at the first-year anniver-
sary of Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine to discuss ris-
ing debt troubles among 
developing countries, the 
regulation of cryptocur-
rencies and the global 
slowdown. The Feb. 22-
25 meeting in the Nandi 
Hills summer retreat near 
Bengaluru is the first ma-
jor event of India’s G20 
presidency and will be 
followed by a March 1-2 
meeting of foreign min-
isters in New Delhi. As 

global borrowing costs 
rise, India - whose neigh-
bours Sri Lanka, Pakistan 
and Bangladesh have 
all sought International 
Monetary Fund support 
in recent months - wants 
to put debt relief at the 
forefront of discussions 
at the finance talks. It is 
drafting a proposal for 
G20 countries to help 
debtor nations badly hit 
by the economic impact 
from the pandemic and 
the Ukraine war, by ask-
ing big lenders includ-
ing China to take a large 
haircut on loans, Reuters 

reported on Wednesday. 
New Delhi also sup-
ports a push by the IMF, 
the World Bank and the 
United States for the so-
called Common Frame-
work (CF) - a G20 initia-
tive launched in 2020 to 
help poor countries de-
lay debt repayments - to 
be expanded to include 
middle-income coun-
tries, though China has 
resisted. “We support ex-
ploring a possible exten-
sion of the CF to middle-
income countries facing 
debt vulnerabilities,” said 
a European Union paper, 
signalling its backing 
for such moves ahead of 
the meeting. The World 
Bank said in December 
the world’s poorest coun-
tries owed $62 billion in 
annual debt service to 
bilateral creditors, a year-
on-year increase of 35%, 
triggering a higher risk of 
defaults.

“She Pushed Me, I Didn’t”: Odisha BJP 
MLA Amid Cop’s Charge, Viral Video

S a m b a l p u r / B h u -
baneswar: Odisha’s 
Leader of Opposition 
Jaynarayan Mishra has 
stirred controversy by 
allegedly assaulting a 
woman police officer, af-
ter accusing her of taking 
bribes, during a BJP pro-
test in Sambalpur. The 
BJP MLA from Sambal-
pur, however, dismissed 
the charge and claimed 
that the Dhanupali Po-
lice Station Inspector in-
charge, Anita Pradhan, 
had pushed him. Both 

lodged police complaints 
in connection with the 
incident, which occurred 
on Wednesday during 
BJP’s protest outside the 

district collector’s office 
in Sambalpur, as part of 
the state-wide stir on the 
“worsening law and or-
der situation”. According 

to Pradhan, as BJP work-
ers were trying to barge 
into the premises, she 
came face-to-face with 
Mishra, who asked who 
she was. “When I identi-
fied myself, he accused 
me of taking bribes and 
called me a dacoit. When 
I asked why he was level-
ling such allegations, he 
pushed me in the face,” 
the woman officer said. 
Mishra, however, dis-
missed the charge, saying 
that he went to the fore-
front upon hearing that 

Bengal Bureaucrat Officer Targeted By BJP Moved 
Out Of Governor’s Office

Kolkata: Bengal Gov-
ernor CV Ananda Bose 
will set up a new team at 
the Raj Bhavan to handle 
his affairs and in the first 
move in that direction, 
his Principal Secretary 
Nandini Chakravorty 
has been moved to the 
Tourism Department 
from the Raj Bhavan. Ms 
Chakravorty, an IAS of-
ficer, has been repeatedly 
targeted by the BJP. The 
Raj Bhavan requested 
her transfer on Sunday 
and relieved her from her 
duties. An order from the 

Home Department issued 
on Wednesday evening 
read: “The Governor is 
pleased to appoint Smt. 
Nandini Chakravorty, 
IAS (WB: 1994), Prin-
cipal Secretary to the 
Hon’ble Governor West 
Bengal, as Principal 

Secretary, Tourism De-
partment, until further 
order. This is issued in 
interest of public ser-
vice.” The BJP has been 
upset over the Governor 
maintaining a cordial 
relation with Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee, 

including his high praise 
for her in a speech at St. 
Xavier’s University and 
his address to the state 
assembly. The party has 
accused Ms Chakravorty 
of “misleading” him on 
many issues and alleged 
that it was she who was 
driving the state govern-
ment’s agenda in the Raj 
Bhavan. The local unit of 
the BJP kept demanding 
her removal. Sources said 
the situation had become 
such that the Governor 
felt compelled to replace 
her. The action from the 

Any committee other than JPC
will be exercise in ‘exoneration’: Cong on Adani issue

The Congress on Thursday 
said a thorough investiga-
tion into the Adani issue 
is necessary, holding that 
any committee other than 
a JPC will be nothing but 
an “exercise in legitimisa-
tion and exoneration”. Con-
gress General Secretary 
Communications Jairam 

Ramesh said the proposal 
before the Supreme Court 
for setting up of a commit-
tee by the government can 
hardly ensure transparen-
cy. In a statement, he said, 
a Supreme Court bench 
on February 13, while 
hearing petitions on the 
Adani-Hindenburg matter, 

discussed the creation of 
a committee of experts to 
examine the regulatory re-
gime post the allegations 
made by the US-based 
short-seller. He said it had 
directed the Government 
to give its submissions in 
this regard by February 17. 
“Where the allegations are 

of close, intertwined prox-
imity between the ruling 
dispensation, the govern-
ment of India and the Ada-
ni Group, the setting up of 
a committee with terms of 
reference proposed by the 
Government of India can 
hardly carry any insignia 
or reassurance of indepen-

dence or transparency,” he 
said. “It is an exercise initi-
ated by the two principal 
actors—the government 
and the Adani Group— to 
cover up, avoid, evade and 
bury all genuine scrutiny. It 
is becoming clear that the 
proposed Committee is 
part of a carefully orches-

BJP’s Kausar Jahan wrests Delhi Haj Committee
chairperson post from AAP

In a setback to the AAP, BJP 
leader Kausar Jahan was 
elected as the Delhi Haj 
Committee chairperson on 
Thursday. Kausar is the sec-
ond woman to be elected 
to the post. She received 
three of the five votes cast 
by the committee mem-
bers in the election held 
at the Delhi Secretariat. 

The committee comprises 
six members -- two each 
from the AAP and the BJP, 
Muslim theology expert 
Mohammad Saad and 
Congress councillor Nazia 
Danish. BJP MP Gautam 
Gambhir is among the 
committee members. Del-
hi BJP working president 
Virendra Sachdeva said 
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BJP’s Revamp Gives Away Its Nerves 
About Karnataka - And Yogi

Major purging in the 
BJP. Nitin Gadkari be-
ing dropped from the 
party’s highest decision-
making bodies - the BJP 
Parliamentary Board 
and Election Commit-
tee - has a very strong 
message for the party 
and also for the RSS’s 
top leadership. That the 
BJP, under Modi ,will 
not tolerate any kind of 
discordant note, be it in 
the government or in 
the party. Nitin Gadkari 
is no pushover and is 
probably the only leader 
of stature who has still 
not fallen in line with 
Modi. In the last eight 
years, he has emerged 
as one of the most ef-
ficient ministers in the 
Modi Cabinet but also 
as a leader who speaks 
his own mind. Now he 
is paying the price for 
being outspoken. Un-
der Modi, the BJP has 
metamorphosed into 
a party which has for-
gotten that it used to 
profess the value of 
collective leadership 
and opinions of senior 
members of the party. 
In the era of “Atal-Ad-
vani”, their supremacy 
was never challenged, 
but in the Cabinet and 
within the organisation, 
differences of opinion 
and disagreements were 
welcome. And once the 
party had taken a deci-
sion, it was expected 
that everybody would 
fall in line and outspo-
kenness outside the par-
ty forum was not per-
mitted. But since Modi 
has taken command, no 
one is allowed to differ 
with the top boss, nei-
ther in the Cabinet nor 
at party forums. To fol-
low the leader verbatim 
is the only option. If 
Indian democracy has 
since 2014 moved to-
wards one-party-rule at 
the Centre, after a gap 
of approximately 30 
years, then the BJP has 
shrunk into a one-man-
party. Modi is the leader 
and Modi is the party, 
nothing else matters. 
46839jk4 Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi (File 
photo) The RSS is the 
BJP’s mother organisa-
tion. The RSS is also 
the source of the party’s 
ideology. A large num-
ber of its cadre derive in-
spiration from the RSS. 
So for any BJP leader, it 
is very difficult to defy 
the RSS. Modi, who 
has been a pracharak, 
knows this well. Ini-
tially, he had to accom-
modate the wishes of 
the RSS but slowly, he 
took total control of the 
party and today, the BJP 
under Modi has freed 
itself from the moral 
and organisational grip 
of the RSS. When Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee was 

Prime Minister, the 
RSS dictated terms to 
the government. The 
verbal assault by then 
RSS chief K Sudarshan 
on the Vajpayee gov-
ernment is still vivid 
in my memory. Mohan 
Bhagwat has shown 
more maturity vis-a-vis 
the Modi government. 
He has been very sub-
dued in criticism but 
with the appointment 
of Dattatreya Hosabale 
as second-in-command 
in the RSS, Bhagwat 
has been further weak-
ened. Now Modi is to-
tally autonomous. Ni-
tin Gadkari’s sacking 
is a significant pointer 
in that direction. Nitin 
Gadkari is a favourite 
of the RSS, especially 
of Mohan Bhagwat. 
He was chosen to lead 
the BJP after the BJP’s 
loss in 2009 elections, 
ignoring the claims of 
big leaders like Arun 
Jaitley, Sushma Sushma 
Swaraj, Anant Kumar 
and Venkaiah Naidu. 
The RSS also wanted 
to project him as Prime 
Ministerial candidate 
for 2014 elections but a 
major corruption scan-
dal linked to his busi-
nesses cancelled that 
plan. Modi was the 
only option left and the 
RSS, led by Bhagwat, 
grudgingly accepted 
him the PM candidate. 
guvfkah8 Nitin Gad-
kari and Mohan Bhag-
wat (File photo) In fact, 
Modi detractors had 
convinced themselves 
in 2019 that if the BJP 
were to fall short of a 
majority, Gadkari could 
emerge as its leader. 
Gadkari also misread 
his prospects. He tan-
gentially attacked the 
leadership after the loss 
of Rajasthan, MP and 
Chattisgarh in 2018. He 
declared, “If the lead-
ership takes credit for 
victories, it should also 
take credit for defeats.” 
Gadkari, at a time when 
BJP has been criticising 
Nehru and Indira Gan-
dhi ruthlessly, has been 
praising them. Very re-
cently, he said, “Poli-
tics today 100% had 
been reduced to only 
staying in power rather 
than being a vehicle for 
social change. Politics 
is a true instrument of 
socio-economic reform 
and that is why today’s 
politicians must work 
for the development of 
education, arts etc in 
society”. This statement 
of his was seen as criti-
cism of the Modi brand 
of politics. It seems to 
have been the last straw. 
The big test for him 
now will be whether he 
survives a Cabinet re-
shuffle, whenever that 
takes place. Like Gad-
kari, 

Bangladesh elections are likely to be tough for parties
In a shocking but not 
altogether surprising 
move, fourteen Hindu 
temples in Thakurgaon 
in Bangladesh were van-
dalised on February 5, in 
a series of pre-meditated 
attacks. Nine idols in 
Sindurpindi and four in 
Collegepara area of Paria 
Union and fourteen idols 
in a temple in Sahbajpur 
Nathpara area of Charol 
Union were also des-
ecrated. Unfortunately, 
police have not been as 
active as they should 
have been. The Hindu 
community in Bangla-
desh, which is always in 
minority, is distressed on 
repeated assaults on their 
religion and deities by 
Islamic fanatics. Accord-
ing to them, in the lat-
est incident, many idols 
were not only destroyed 
but were found inside the 
pond along the temple 
locations. Local leaders 
say that such communal 
violence targeting Hindu 
idols in this particular 
region is unprecedented 
and undermines inter-
faith harmony. Mean-
while, Hindu social and 
cultural groups have an-
grily reacted over this 
incident calling for a fair 
and impartial investiga-
tion to bring the perpe-
trators to justice. Leading 
politicians assess that in 
view of the upcoming 
elections, likely within 
this year, chances of such 
attacks in order to whip 
up communal frenzy 
have spiked. Clearly, 
this is the handiwork of 
communally inclined 
fanatical elements who 

thrive only on the poli-
tics of religion. In the 
meantime, politicking 
for the next Bangladesh 
election is steadily enter-
ing into a feverish pitch 
and the opposition Ban-
gladesh National Party 
(BNP) has intensified 
its meetings and rallies. 
They are in a mood for 
provocation so that the 
law and order agencies 
unleash a crackdown on 
them or spark commu-
nal violence to discredit 
the present regime so as 
to deprive them of the 
votes they are ordinarily 
banking upon. Economic 
issues are highlighted 
time and again and the 
opposition in their rheto-
ric are raising apprehen-
sions about a Sri Lanka 
type economic meltdown 
so as to confuse the coun-
trywide electorate. On its 
part, the ruling Awami 
League (AL) has started 
highlighting its achieve-
ments in the preceding 
five years outlining the 
development projects, 
construction of Padma 
Bridge, and effective 
control over the crime & 
law and order situation. 
AL has also projected in 
its progress report, vari-
ous successes attained on 
its external policies main-
taining harmonious rela-
tions with many coun-
tries including the ones 
in the neighbourhood.  
AL also claims, while 
assuring the people, that 
2024 elections will be 
peaceful, inclusive and 
competitive. However, 
critics of AL feel that 
while development work 

in Bangladesh has shown 
stellar results and the av-
erage income and life ex-
pectancy has increased, 
development alone can 
not win popularity or 
people’s confidence. Ac-
cording to them, people 
want further freedom 
of speech, freedom of 
thought and freedom of 
media. AL leaders are 
hopeful that over the past 
14 years, they have taken 
the country along the de-
velopment highway, that 
people will spontane-
ously vote for them and 
bring them to power in 
the next election. Surely, 
they recall, there were 
significant developments 
in Sheikh Hasina’s first 
term too. The allowances 
for poor and distressed 
people were initiated in 
that term. They had man-
aged the floods well too. 
Despite the World Bank’s 
opposition, the govern-
ment had provided plenty 
of subsidies to agriculture 
and people had reaped 

the benefits. But even af-
ter so much achievement 
and success, the Awami 
League failed dismally 
in the 2001 elections. 
On the whole, this time 
elections are bound to 
be tough according to 
Dr Syed Mudassar Ali, a 
well-known Bangladesh 
academic and an election 
analyst. He recommends 
that the onus now is on 
the people of Bangladesh 
who should collectively 
join hands together to 
consolidate the devel-
opmental gains. In other 
words, he means that 
much will not help if the 
people look up only to 
Prime Minister and rul-
ing party leader Sheikh 
Hasina and instead, they 
need to comprehend the 
directions given by her 
and convert roadmap 
into votes. Corruption 
is the other issue which 
is likely to dominate the 
electoral politics ahead 
of the elections. Opposi-
tion is certain to exploit 

this issue as this menace 
has seeped in deeply into 
the Bangladesh system 
of administration and it 
looks an uphill task to 
extricate it from the body 
politic. All said and done,  
the Jihadi elements in 
Bangladesh are looking 
for an opportune move-
ment to capitalise the 
communal situation so 
as to vitiate the peaceful 
atmosphere, divide the 
society, and sow seeds of 
discord to blame Hasina 
for her alleged pro-India 
and pro-minority poli-
cies.  In this regard, the 
seculars, the progressive 
civil right groups and the 
intelligentsia must play 
a pivotal role in keeping 
the communal elements 
in check ensuring the 
deserving party is victo-
rious to defeat the regres-
sive forces for a strong 
and secular Bangladesh 
maintaining warm re-
lations with India and 
other countries. He rec-
ommends that the onus 

now is on the people of 
Bangladesh who should 
collectively join hands 
together to consolidate 
the developmental gains. 
In other words, he means 
that much will not help if 
the people look up only to 
Prime Minister and rul-
ing party leader Sheikh 
Hasina and instead, they 
need to comprehend the 
directions given by her 
and convert roadmap 
into votes. Corruption 
is the other issue which 
is likely to dominate the 
electoral politics ahead 
of the elections. Opposi-
tion is certain to exploit 
this issue as this menace 
has seeped in deeply into 
the Bangladesh system 
of administration and it 
looks an uphill task to 
extricate it from the body 
politic. All said and done,  
the Jihadi elements in 
Bangladesh are looking 
for an opportune move-
ment to capitalise the 
communal situation so 
as to vitiate the peaceful 
atmosphere, divide the 
society, and sow seeds of 
discord to blame Hasina 
for her alleged pro-India 
and pro-minority poli-
cies.  In this regard, the 
seculars, the progressive 
civil right groups and the 
intelligentsia must play 
a pivotal role in keeping 
the communal elements 
in check ensuring the 
deserving party is victo-
rious to defeat the regres-
sive forces for a strong 
and secular Bangladesh 
maintaining warm rela-
tions with India and other 
countries.

Should Bangladesh Get Out of the Adani Power Deal?
As billionaire Gautam 
Adani’s business empire 
and its practices have 
become a subject of in-
tense global scrutiny, 
Bangladesh, too, seems 
to be drawn under the 
scanner. Chinese Con-
struction of Waterfalls in 
the building 350, - Trav-
el Nfx 00:00 Previous 
PauseNext 00:18 / 03:02 
Unmute Fullscreen Copy 
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and more experts are 
now coming out ques-
tioning the rationale be-
hind Bangladesh’s power 
purchase deal with Adani 
Power (Jharkhand) Lim-
ited (APJL), which many 
of them have termed as 
“one-sided” and against 
Bangladesh’s interests. 
Amid such controversy, 
Tawfiq-e-Elahi Chowd-
hury, adviser to the prime 
minister on energy, while 
responding to questions 
from the Indian media re-
cently, said talks with the 
Adani Group on power 
supply were “private” 
and “can’t be made pub-
lic.” It’s unclear whether 
the prime minister’s 
energy adviser meant 
commercial secrecy of 
the deal or the political 
compulsion alleged by 
The Washington Post in 
a report on December 9, 
2022. The question of 
commercial secrecy is 
no longer a valid argu-
ment, since a number 
of news organisations 
have obtained a copy of 
the contract and experts 
have published detailed 
analysis of it. Reviewing 
the Adani contract, The 

Washington Post sug-
gested that though the 
deal appeared unfavour-
able, not signing it was 
not an option for politi-
cal reasons. Surprisingly, 
the Bangladesh govern-
ment did not respond to 
the newspaper’s request 
for comments or protest 
its suggestions after the 
story was published. This 
policy of secrecy seems 
to be maintained strictly, 
as the government re-
frains from contesting 
the claims in the local 
press that the APJL will 
be paid almost double the 
purchase price of power 
compared to that paid to 
Bangladeshi producers, 
and three times the price 
of power imported from 
other sources in India at 
present. These price com-
parisons are crucial as the 
import of Adani power is 
in addition to the existing 
overcapacity. Last week, 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi, in his speech in 
Lok Sabha, made simi-
lar suggestions when he 
questioned why Prime 
Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s deal for selling power 
to Bangladesh became a 
deal between Bangladesh 
and the Adani Group. 
Rahul Gandhi’s attack 
on Modi’s relationship 
with Adani is nothing 
new. Also read: ‘Clear 
That PM Is Protecting 
Adani’, Says Rahul Gan-
dhi After Modi’s Speech 
What’s new, though, is 
the timing as the Adani 
Group’s share values and 
fortune have been bleed-
ing heavily following the 
allegations of widespread 
fraud and irregularities 
by the well-known ac-

tivist investment firm 
Hindenburg Research. 
Hindenburg called it “the 
largest con in corporate 
history.” Before all this 
media brouhaha, another 
serious research pointed 
out the flaw in the con-
tract and put out a figure 
of more than US $ 1 bil-
lion that Adani would be 
getting from Bangladesh 
over its 25-year term. In 
a joint study, published 
in June 2022, the Bangla-
desh Working Group on 
External Debt (BWGED) 
and Growthwatch, a vol-
untary research and ad-
vocacy institution in In-
dia, said the Bangladesh 
Power Development 
Board (BPDB) would 
have to pay a maximum 
of US $ 1.17 billion and a 
minimum of US $ 918.18 
million per year to buy 
electricity from Adani 
Group’s Godda Power 
Plant. Of this amount, 
US $ 423.29 million is 
the capacity charge per 
year, which amounts 
to US $ 11.01 billion 
over its lifetime, which 
will only benefit the bil-
lionaire Adani Group to 
make more money. Now 

AdaniWatch, a non-profit 
project established “to 
shine a light on the Adani 
Group’s misdeeds across 
the planet,” claims that 
the contract between 
Bangladesh and Adani 
may be “legally invalid.” 
In a co-authored article, 
Ravi Nair, an indepen-
dent Indian journalist, 
says there are at least two 
issues that may allow ei-
ther parties to scrap the 
deal altogether. Accord-
ing to India’s Guidelines 
on Cross Border Trade 
of Electricity, coal-fired 
power plants owned by 
private companies would 
only be allowed to ex-
port electricity if they 
had surplus capacity. 
AdaniWatch says India 
still doesn’t have power 
surplus, and bending 
the rules by the state of 
Jharkhand to exempt Ad-
ani may not be legal. Also 
read: Will the Hinden-
burg Episode Affect Ad-
ani’s – and India’s – En-
ergy Plans? It then adds 
that Adani’s inclusion of 
costs that appear to be 
non-existent may allow 
Bangladesh to claim the 
deal invalid, too. Accord-

ing to the report, under 
the contract, the BPDB 
will have to pay a refer-
ence tariff that includes 
excise duty, customs duty 
for imported goods, ser-
vice tax, krishi kallyan 
tax, central sales tax, VAT 
on equipment, composite 
tax on civil construction, 
work contract tax, con-
struction workers’ wel-
fare fees, water charges, 
and income tax. But four 
and a half months before 
the contract was signed, 
the Indian government 
rolled out a comprehen-
sive Goods and Services 
Tax regime, replacing 
almost all those state and 
centre taxes. Then again 
in 2019, 15 months after 
signing the contract, the 
Godda Power Plant proj-
ect was declared a Special 
Economic Zone (SEZ), 
granting them a lot of tax 
exemptions. Documents 
showed that the majority 
of the company’s imports 
came after the project 
was declared an SEZ, and 
the company also avoids 
paying import duty or 
any other tax on imported 
coal. It also doesn’t have 
to pay GST, surcharges 

on duties, or any other 
import duty. AdaniWatch 
says the power purchase 
agreement (PPA) “stipu-
lates that APJL must 
inform BPDB of any 
changes in law that might 
affect these assumptions 
within 30 days of such 
an occurrence, and any 
variation shall be ad-
justed in the reference 
capacity price.” Clearly, 
the PPA was signed with-
out informing the BPDB 
about the changes that 
hugely cut APJL’s tax lia-
bilities. AdaniWatch asks 
whether these changes 
were notified to the other 
contracting party, and if 
it wasn’t, the agreement 
may be legally voided 
by the BPDB for breach 
of contract. There’s scant 
public debate in Bangla-
desh over such a costly 
blunder, compared to for-
eign observers and me-
dia, despite the fact that 
it will be the Bangladeshi 
consumers who will have 
to carry the burden. Ada-
ni Power Ltd, on Febru-
ary 3, 2023, informed the 
National Stock Exchange 
of India that its subsid-
iary APJL had received 
a request from the BPDB 
to consider a discount 
on the energy charge 
as per the PPA, adding 
that no PPA amendment 
was under consideration. 
This latest development 
suggests that the BPDB 
might do well by de-
manding scrapping the 
contract for the deliber-
ate breach by Adani to 
take undue advantage. Or 
else questions of political 
compulsion would prove 
hard to dispel.
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Media Coverage After a Disaster: Lessons from Turkey
Despite the growing in-
fluence of social media, 
television channels and 
newspapers remain the 
biggest gatekeepers of in-
formation sharing. Tradi-
tional media not only in-
forms the public, but also 
documents and shares in-
formation related to the 
earthquake in Turkey and 
communicates it with a 
wider audience through 
public officials and ex-
perts. Chinese Construc-
tion of Waterfalls in the 
building 350,  Travel Nfx 
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munication is a 
multidisciplinary field 
that requires the interac-
tion of actors involved in 
the process, in order to 
enable as uninterrupted 
communication with the 
public as possible. Disas-
ter management, health 
communication and me-
dia risk communication 
constitute the main disci-
plines in this field. AD-
VERTISING The info-
demic and social media 
An infodemic is defined 
as people’s inability to 
access reliable and accu-
rate information due to 
the prevalence of false 
information, especially in 
times of crises such as 
earthquakes. In this pro-
cess, the public is ex-
posed to conspiracy theo-
ries, fake news and 
provocation more than 
ever. With the increasing 
need for accurate infor-
mation in times of crises, 
an individual’s inability 

to distinguish between 
correct and incorrect in-
formation causes the in-
fodemic to spread very 
quickly. This situation 
can then turn into a pub-
lic health problem. This 
is what we saw happen 
during the big earthquake 
in Turkey and Syria on 
February 6. For instance, 
voice recording saying 
“There will be a 6.3 mag-
nitude earthquake in 
Samsun within an hour” 
spread on social media in 
a short time, and after a 
while it turned out that 
this rumour was un-
founded. ADVERTIS-
ING We also witnessed 
the false claim that Turk-
ish disaster management 
authority AFAD made a 
statement that an earth-
quake of 8.5 magnitude 
was expected in the eve-
ning. Fake calls for help 
were also made by some 
people on social media. 
While TV channels pro-
vided information that 
the rescue work was car-
ried out from the first 
moment, alternative and 
independent media 
learned that there was no 
access to most of the de-
bris until the third day of 
the earthquake. Officials 
and local citizens person-
ally tried to extract living 
and lifeless bodies from 
the debris with their own 
efforts, since there was 
no machine at hand. In 
other words, we have 
seen that what the media 
showed did not match 
with reality. The fact that 
disinformation is wide-
spread at such times is 
undeniable, but the intro-
duction of social media 
restrictions to combat 
disinformation created an 

obstacle to solidarity, co-
operation, freedom of 
communication and 
therefore the right to life 
during the earthquake. 
Given that, the restric-
tions on Twitter and Tik-
Tok were lifted soon after 
being imposed. Media 
and questions ADVER-
TISING What is impor-
tant here is how much 
and how the media in-
cludes the right and ap-
propriate questions and 
criticisms in their news. 
A journalist who goes 
down to the field should 
hold the microphone to 
the earthquake victims 
and the employees there. 
The fact that a channel 
reporter wants to avoid 
the views of an earth-
quake victim who says 
that they cannot get the 
necessary help causes a 
justified perception that 
citizens’ voices are being 
muzzled. There were 
several important ques-
tions that needed asking: 
why the buildings built 
after the new earthquake 
regulations were de-
stroyed, who is responsi-
ble for the supervision of 
the destroyed buildings, 
what is the fate of earth-
quake taxes, why the de-
lay in intervention, 
cranes, construction ma-
chinery, generator con-
tainers, etc. Journalism 
cannot be done without 
asking questions about 
lack of equipment, water 
and electricity; journal-
ists have to hold the pow-
ers that be accountable. 
The task of the media is 
not only to publish up-
dates on search and res-
cue operations, but also 
to bring out the failures 
and errors. ADVERTIS-

ING Claiming that the 
information shared by 
earthquake survivors is a 
lie creates a feeling of 
helplessness, hopeless-
ness, resentment, anger 
and loneliness in the peo-
ple who are experiencing 
this disaster. News fram-
ing Personalisation, dra-
matisation and conflict 
biases were often used in 
news framing. In this 
process, newspaper head-
lines and stories have 
tended to focus on human 
losses as ‘inevitable’, al-
though this focus only 
leads fatalistic conclu-
sions and can contribute 
to the devastation and 
desperation. On TV, the 
dramatic effects and mu-
sic can also lead to fur-
thering pain, instead of 
being a useful way to dis-
seminate information. 
The media, at a time like 
this, holds a heavy re-
sponsibility of reporting 
– it must bring out the de-
tails people need, like 
emergency contacts, 
where shelter is avail-
able, how to contact rela-

tives, what security mea-
sures are in place, etc. 
Instead – by focusing on 
photos of children in dis-
tress with emotional cap-
tions, or using words like 
‘miracle child’ – the fo-
cus seems to be on catch-
ing eyeballs with person-
alised and dramatic 
framing. There is also an 
unnecessary focus on in-
dividual stories, thereby 
taking the news out of 
context. For instance, one 
reporter said, “Now I’m 
going to pass a micro-
phone to the brick and 
say to the earthquake vic-
tim, ‘Mr. Ercan, can you 
hear me? Did the sound 
come? How many of 
you?’” The purpose of 
reportage of this kind is 
unclear, and may only 
heighten victims’ pain. 
Victims It is possible to 
empathise with a disaster 
victim for a reporter 
while asking questions, 
but this requires proper 
training. Information 
whose source is unreli-
able should not be trans-
mitted, while reliable de-

tails should be presented 
objectively. It is worth 
remembering the follow-
ing statement from the 
Turkish Journalists Asso-
ciation’s Declaration of 
Journalist’s Rights and 
Responsibilities, under 
the heading ‘Shocking 
Situations’: “In the case 
of people in a state of 
sadness, distress, danger, 
destruction, disaster or 
shock, the journalist’s ap-
proach and investigation 
of the incident should be 
humane and avoid emo-
tional exploitation by re-
specting confidentiality.” 
News should not be de-
livered in a way that 
makes it harder for vic-
tims to rebuild their lives. 
Child victims, especially, 
should not be turned into 
“poster children”; this 
may cause children to 
have difficulty under-
standing their own situa-
tion. Long-lasting images 
of them in vulnerable sit-
uations can lead to fur-
ther hurt. Now more than 
ever, we need people to 
practice a rights-based 

journalism. Reporting 
should come from the 
perspective of the people 
and those affected by di-
saster, rather than only 
trying to make the system 
look good. hopelessness, 
resentment, anger and 
loneliness in the people 
who are experiencing this 
disaster. News framing 
Personalisation, dramati-
sation and conflict biases 
were often used in news 
framing. In this process, 
newspaper headlines and 
stories have tended to fo-
cus on human losses as 
‘inevitable’, although 
this focus only leads fa-
talistic conclusions and 
can contribute to the dev-
astation and desperation. 
On TV, the dramatic ef-
fects and music can also 
lead to furthering pain, 
instead of being a useful 
way to disseminate infor-
mation. The media, at a 
time like this, holds a 
heavy responsibility of 
reporting – it must bring 
out the details people 
need, like emergency 
contacts, where shelter is 
available, how to contact 
relatives, what security 
measures are in place, 
etc. Instead – by focusing 
on photos of children in 
distress with emotional 
captions, or using words 
like ‘miracle child’ – the 
focus seems to be on 
catching eyeballs with 
personalised and dramat-
ic framing. ADVERTIS-
ING There is also an un-
necessary focus on 
individual stories, there-
by taking the news out of 
context. For instance, one 
reporter said, “Now I’m 
going to pass a micro-
phone to the brick and 
say to the earthquake vic-

tim, ‘Mr. Ercan, can you 
hear me? Did the sound 
come? How many of 
you?’” The purpose of 
reportage of this kind is 
unclear, and may only 
heighten victims’ pain. 
Victims It is possible to 
empathise with a disaster 
victim for a reporter 
while asking questions, 
but this requires proper 
training. Information 
whose source is unreli-
able should not be trans-
mitted, while reliable de-
tails should be presented 
objectively. It is worth 
remembering the follow-
ing statement from the 
Turkish Journalists Asso-
ciation’s Declaration of 
Journalist’s Rights and 
Responsibilities, under 
the heading ‘Shocking 
Situations’: “In the case 
of people in a state of 
sadness, distress, danger, 
destruction, disaster or 
shock, the journalist’s ap-
proach and investigation 
of the incident should be 
humane and avoid emo-
tional exploitation by re-
specting confidentiality.” 
News should not be de-
livered in a way that 
makes it harder for vic-
tims to rebuild their lives. 
Child victims, especially, 
should not be turned into 
“poster children”; this 
may cause children to 
have difficulty under-
standing their own situa-
tion. Long-lasting images 
of them in vulnerable sit-
uations can lead to fur-
ther hurt. Now more than 
ever, we need people to 
practice a rights-based 
journalism. Reporting 
should come from the 
perspective of the people 
and those affected by di-
saster.

Making Aadhaar-Based Payments Compulsory 
for NREGA Wages Is a Recipe for Disaster

On January 30, 2023, the 
Ministry of Rural Devel-
opment (MoRD) told state 
governments that “all pay-
ments to the Mahatma Gan-
dhi NREGS beneficiaries 
would be mandatorily made 
through Aadhaar Based 
Payment System (ABPS) 
only” from February 1, 
2023 – two days later. Chi-
nese Construction of Water-
falls in the buil- Travel Nfx 
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Player As recklessness 
goes, this is on par with a 
national lockdown at four 
hours’ notice. ADVERTIS-
ING To understand this, 
we need to remember the 
basics of NREGA wage 
payments. Until now, the 
NREGA payment system 
allowed two modes of wage 
payment: “account-based” 
and “Aadhaar-based”. 
The former is an ordinary 
bank transfer, based on the 
worker’s name, bank name 
and account number. The 
latter refers to the ABPS, 
which treats Aadhaar as a 
financial address. For the 

ABPS option to work, not 
only must the worker’s Job 
Card and bank account be 
seeded with Aadhaar, the 
account must also be con-
nected to the National Pay-
ments Corporation of India 
(NPCI) mapper, a process 
known as “mapping”. If a 
worker has several bank 
accounts, as often happens, 
the ABPS sends wages to 
her latest-mapped bank ac-
count. If this sounds a little 
complicated, think of how 
it sounds to an average 
NREGA worker. Also read | 
Chart: Budget 2023’s NRE-
GA Allocation Is Lower 
Than All Previous Modi 2.0 
Years Seeding and mapping 
a bank account can be very 
cumbersome. It involves 
stringent KYC require-
ments, biometric or demo-
graphic authentication, and 
resolving possible incon-
sistencies between the Aad-
haar database and the bank 
account. Inconsistencies be-
tween any of those two and 
the Job Card can also cre-
ate problems for Aadhaar-
based payments of NREGA 
wages. ADVERTISING 
This helps to explain why, 
after many years of relent-
less push for maximum use 

of the ABPS option by the 
Union government, a ma-
jority of NREGA workers 
are still not “eligible for 
ABPS”. According to the 
MoRD’s own MIS Report 
1.1.9, only 43% of NREGA 
workers are eligible for 
ABPS today. In Gujarat, 
less than 20% are eligible. 
By making ABPS payments 
compulsory, the MoRD’s 
recent order threatens to 
create a situation where a 
majority of NREGA work-
ers cannot be paid. It is not 
clear what the ministry pro-
poses to do about wages due 
to NREGA workers who are 
not eligible for ABPS. Are 
their wages going to be held 
up, illegally, until they are 
eligible? Are they going to 
be prevented from work-
ing in the first place? The 
January 30 order is silent 
on this. Also read: How a 
Villager’s ‘Wild Chase’ to 
Retrieve Aadhaar Number 
Reflects a Crushing Lack 
of System ADVERTISING 
This is just another instance 
of the “ultimatum method” 
being used to force Aadhaar 
systems on the population: 
a deadline is set, and people 
who don’t comply are de-
prived of benefits after that. 

This ultimatum method has 
caused havoc across welfare 
schemes. A telling example 
is the manner in which old-
age pensions have been dis-
continued from time to time 
in various states to force the 
recipients to comply with 
the requirements of Aad-
haar-based payments. Why 
is the ABPS being imposed 
in the first place? There is no 
evidence that it works better 
than the account-based sys-
tem for NREGA wage pay-
ments. In fact, according to 
recent work by Lib Tech In-
dia, the speed of payment is 
much the same for account-
based and Aadhaar-based 
payments. And while rejec-
tion rates are similar, re-
jection problems are much 
harder to resolve for Aad-
haar-based payments. AD-
VERTISING Sometimes 
they take months to resolve, 
even with special assistance 
– I have some experience of 
this myself. In more than a 
few cases, ABPS rejection 
problems are as good as 
impossible to resolve. Fur-
ther, the ABPS has created a 
new generation of payment 
glitches, like the diversion 
of wages to bank accounts 
(or even Airtel wallets) that 
people know nothing about. 
An impression has been 
created that Aadhaar-based 
payments help to prevent 
corruption. This assumption 
is questionable in my view. 
The fact of the matter is that 
Aadhaar-based payments 
have made some forms of 
corruption harder and oth-
ers easier (the “scholarship 
scam” in Jharkhand is a use-
ful reminder of their vulner-
abilities). But in any case, 
corruption concerns are not 
a licence to trample.

Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
‘Corruption Revolution’ in Israel

The former chief justice 
of Israel, Aharon Barak, 
compared the raft of Bills 
that the new Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu government wants 
to introduce and enact as 
laws to a “tank putsch”, in 
a recent interview. Accord-
ing to Barak, couched in 
legalese, these Bills, once 
passed, would further open 
doors for endless corruption 
both by the government and 
Knesset (parliament) mem-
bers. Chinese Construction 
of Waterfalls in the build-
ing 350,  - Travel Nfx 00:00 
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Across the democratic 
world, the nature of corrup-
tion has changed constantly 
to escape scrutiny. But when 
it is exposed, it is bound to 
be dealt with legally. On the 
other hand, in undemocratic 
states – lacking indepen-
dent courts, prosecution, 
police and media, as well as 
minimal defence of rights 
to equality and freedom of 
expression and information 
– corruption is institution-
alised and an integral part 
of the ‘governing’ system. 
Corruption becomes nec-
essary in undemocratic re-
gimes both for personal ma-
terial gain and for ensuring 
the eternal stability of the 
regime itself, through the 
creation of personal inter-
ests to prevent any change 
to existing the political, 
economic, and military es-
tablishments. The future of 
each of these elites is tied 
to the stability of the ex-

isting regime. In order to 
avoid international sanc-
tions, most undemocratic 
states in the world maintain 
at least a veneer of democ-
racy, through a hollow shell 
of democratic components. 
They maintain courts (not 
independent and partly cor-
rupt in themselves); they 
seemingly allow an active 
press (owned by the rul-
ing party or people close to 
the regime’s seniors); they 
conduct periodic elections 
from time to time (fake, 
or through voting systems 
changed by law according 
to the regime needs; or an-
nulling the participation 
of opposition parties and 
candidates; or by disrupt-
ing proper voting in opposi-
tion regions physically and 
by means of disseminating 
“fake news”); and a certain 
activity of other political 
parties is made possible 
(satellite parties, not really 
independent ones). Some 
of these states even have a 
relatively progressive con-
stitution (bypassed when it 
comes to security, war on 
terror and repeated decla-

rations of states of emer-
gency). Also read: Four 
Reasons Why Netanyahu’s 
New Government Threat-
ens Israel’s Democratic 
Institutions Although such 
exercises are merely hol-
low in nature, these seem-
ing democratic components 
still create anxiety among 
those in power that the op-
position might at some 
point organise and consti-
tute a real threat, or that a 
certain group within the 
regime would split and try 
to replace those now glued 
to their positions. Thus, 
massive corruption helps 
undemocratic regimes deal 
with this existential para-
noia. An Israeli flag. Rep-
resentative image. Photo: 
Taylor Brandon/Unsplash 
Encouraging corruption 
through legal means Cor-
ruption does not necessarily 
mean just cash envelopes of 
which former Israeli prime 
minister Ehud Olmert was 
convicted, or champagne 
and cigars and favourable 
media coverage of which 
present Prime Minister Ne-
tanyahu is now indicted. 

The big money in the world 
of corruption is present in 
the bias of tenders and con-
tractual bonds with govern-
ment offices, government 
firms and public bodies, 
as well as job handouts, li-
censing and public resource 
allocation to supporters of 
the ruling party and persons 
close to power. This is true 
of many states, from Yoweri 
Museveni’s dictatorship in 
Uganda (144th place out of 
180 on the corruption scale 
of Transparency Interna-
tional), through the military 
dictatorship in Myanmar 
(140th place on the same 
scale), to the regime of Vik-
tor Orban in Hungary (73rd 
place in the same scale). In 
Uganda, for example, cor-
ruption takes place not just 
by stealing revenue from 
the state coffers and inter-
national financial and hu-
manitarian aid but bureau-
cratically as well. When 
Museveni took captured 
power in 1986, there were 
32 districts in Uganda. By 
2018, 121 districts were 
created, and each of the new 
ones served Museveni as an 
excuse to hand out jobs and 
money to his supporters, 
with the excuse that it was 
necessary for running new 
districts, as well as hand-
ing out jobs in the capital, 
Kampala, to representa-
tives of a particular district. 
Such thinking is prevalent 
not just in distant, overseas 
states. A person in Isra-
el hearing the declarations 
of members of the Knesset 
and ministers about their 
plans does understand the 
real meaning of such plans 
regarding human rights.
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Joe Biden, 80, To Undergo Medical 
Checkup Ahead Of Potential 2024 Bid
Washington: Joe Biden 
will complete a routine 
medical checkup on 
Thursday, a crucial step 
for the oldest-ever US 
president ahead of his 
expected fight for reelec-
tion in 2024. The White 
House has promised to 
release the report by the 
80-year-old president’s 
doctor, as it also did dur-
ing his previous checkup 
in 2021. This time around, 
with the Republican 2024 
campaign already kick-
ing off, it will be scruti-
nized even more closely. 
Despite poor poll ratings, 
Biden -- a Democrat -- 
has been suggesting for 
some time that he intends 
to run again, potentially 
lining up a rematch of his 
2020 battle with his pre-
decessor Donald Trump, 
who has already declared 
his candidacy. “That’s 
my intention, I think, 
but I haven’t made that 
decision firmly yet,” he 
said in a PBS interview 

on February 8. Biden’s 
last checkup was on No-
vember 19, 2021, when 
he underwent a complete 
examination, including a 
colonoscopy under gen-
eral anesthesia. He trans-
ferred his powers for one 
hour and 25 minutes to 
Vice President Kamala 
Harris, making her the 
first woman in US history 
to hold the presidential 
prerogative. Biden’s doc-
tor, Kevin O’Connor, at 
the time painted a picture 
of a healthy man fit to 
carry out his presidential 
duties. But he did also 
point out relatively minor 
signs of old age, and not-
ed Biden’s stiffer gait, at-

tributing it to a mild nerve 
condition affecting the 
feet; as well as a frequent 
cough caused by gastro-
esophageal reflux. Biden 
does not smoke, does not 
drink, plays sports, and 
has not had any major 
health concerns since un-
dergoing brain surgery in 
1988. He tested positive 
for Covid-19 last July, 
but did not have a seri-
ous form of the disease. 
The American president 
has shown uncommon 
stamina, making public 
appearances and travel-
ling. But his age remains 
a frequent angle of attack 
by the Republican oppo-
sition. 

Mexico City: Scientists 
studying Antarctica’s 
vast Thwaites Glacier - 
nicknamed the Dooms-
day Glacier - say warm 
water is seeping into its 
weak spots, worsening 
melting caused by rising 
temperatures, two papers 
published in Nature jour-
nal showed on Wednes-
day. Thwaites, which is 
roughly the size of Flor-
ida, represents more than 
half a meter (1.6 feet) of 
global sea level rise po-
tential, and could destabi-
lize neighboring glaciers 
that have the potential 
to cause a further three-
meter (9.8-foot) rise. As 
part of the International 
Thwaites Glacier collab-
oration - the biggest field 
campaign ever attempted 
in Antarctica - a team of 
13 US and British sci-
entists spent about six 
weeks on the glacier in 
late 2019 and early 2020. 
Using an underwater ro-
bot vehicle known as 
Icefin, mooring data and 
sensors, they monitored 

the glacier’s grounding 
line, where ice slides off 
the glacier and meets the 
ocean for the first time. 
In one of the papers, led 
by Cornell University-
based scientist Britney 
Schmidt, researchers 
found that warmer wa-
ter was making its way 
into crevasses and other 
openings known as ter-
races, causing sideways 
melt of 30 meters (98 
feet) or more per year. 
“Warm water is getting 
into the weakest parts of 
the glacier and making 
it worse,” Schmidt told 
Reuters. “That is the kind 
of thing we should all be 
very concerned about,” 
she said about the find-
ings which underscored 
how climate change is 
reaching isolated Ant-
arctica. The other pa-
per’s findings, which 
Schmidt also worked on, 
showed about five me-
ters (16 feet) per year of 
melt near the glacier’s 
grounding line - less than 
what the most aggressive 

thinning models previ-
ously predicted. But she 
said the melting was still 
of grave concern. “If we 
observe less melting... 
that doesn’t change the 
fact that it’s retreating,” 
Schmidt said. Scientists 
have previously depend-
ed on satellite images to 
show the behavior of the 
ice, making it difficult to 
get granular details. The 
papers represent the first 
time a team has been to 
the grounding line of a 
major glacier, providing 
a look right where “the 
action begins,” Schmidt 

said. The findings will 
help in the development 
of climate change mod-
els, said Paul Cutler, pro-
gram director of Antarctic 
Sciences at the National 
Science Foundation. He 
reviewed the papers, but 
was not involved in the 
research. PromotedLis-
ten to the latest songs, 
only on JioSaavn.com 
“These things can now 
be taken on board in the 
models that will predict 
the future behavior, and 
that was exactly the goal 
of this work,” he said.

Meteorite spotted over Texas, 
residents ‘heard the earth shake’

Two aircraft reported 
seeing a meteorite in 
Texas on Wednesday 
with residents saying that 
they heard a loud explo-
sion. The meteorite was 
spotted over Mission in 
South Texas and parts of 
McAllen, the police said, 
adding that the news was 
shared by two aircraft 
with Houston Air Traf-
fic Control. The police 
announced at around 
8:30 pm that a meteorite 
has been seen in Texas . 
Where did the meteorite 

exactly hit is not known 
yet. People also said that 
the explosion was so 
powerful that their homes 
started shaking.  “Where 
the exact point of impact 
is unknown,” Hidalgo 
County Sheriff Eddie 
Guerra said. “No reports 
of any damage in that 
area has been received.” 
Police Chief Cesar Torres 
told KVEO-TV that they 
started getting calls about 
a meteorite in Texas at 
around 6 pm. The calls 
gradually started grow-

ing and now hundreds of 
residents have called in 
reporting about the Texas 
meteorite. People report-
edly said that they “heard 
the earth shake.” A “loud 
explosion” was heard in 
Mission which is situated 
just north of the Mexico-
United States border. 
Alton Police Chief Jona-
than Flores said that they 
also felt the blast, but 
aren’t really sure of what 
caused it. The meteorite 
has not been found yet. 
Also Read | Rare mete-

orite that crashed in In-
dia may reveal secrets of 
other planets “I do know 
that it was widespread,” 
Flores told KVEO-TV. 
“There are multiple cities 
receiving the same call.” 
Images of the alleged 
meteorite are all over so-
cial media, however, the 
pictures of the meteorite 
haven’t been verified. 
People took to Facebook 
to share the news of the 
meteorite, with one of 
them saying that he felt 
a “rumble or explosion”. 
Another Texan claimed 
that “everyone heard the 
loud noise and houses 
shake”. Can meteorites 
cause destruction? Me-
teorites are not the same 
as meteors. Meteorites 
are solid pieces of debris 
that normally come from 
the asteroid belt between 
Mars and Jupiter. Mete-
ors don’t typically cause 
any damage to Earth 
as they burn up before 
reaching the ground. 
However, meteorites can 
hit the Earth, causing 
some level of damage.

Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif 
Leaves for Earthquake-hit Turkey

Violent protests erupt in Nigeria over scarcity of cash
Violent protests have 
erupted in Nigeria over 
a scarcity of cash, news 
agency AFP reported on 
Wednesday (February 
15) citing local media. 
Nigeria has been facing 
a shortage of physical 
cash since the central 
bank started to swap old 
bills of the local naira 
currency for new ones, 
which caused a short-
fall of banknotes. On 
Wednesday, protesters 
attacked Automated Tell-
er Machines (ATM) and 
blocked roads in three 
cities. At present, banks 
in the country have lim-
ited access to cash and 
ATM withdrawals due 
to the scarcity of new 
notes. The AFP report 
said that some business-
es are refusing to accept 
the old notes causing 
huge queues, angering 
customers and disrupt-
ing businesses. In Delta 
State, the police said that 
unguided youths in the 
name of protests set two 
banks and two vehicles 

on fire. Taking to Twit-
ter, state police spokes-
person Bright Edafe that 
the cops have arrested 
nine suspects so far. On 
Twitter, the Channels 
news station shared a 
video of men burning 
tyres in the streets on 
the outskirts of the city 
of Warri. In Edo State, 
governor spokesperson 
Crusoe Osagie said on 
Wednesday that pro-
tests broke out in Benin 
City after police stopped 
“hoodlums” from at-
tacking a local office of 
the central bank. “The 
hoodlums then started at-
tacking and vandalising 
banks. They also blocked 
roads and forced busi-
nesses to close,” Osagie 
said. This unrest in Ni-
geria comes days before 
the country holds elec-
tions on February 25 to 
decide on a successor to 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari. On Wednesday, 
Crusoe Osagie blamed 
the violent protests on 
politically motivated ac-

tions by the ruling All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC). “Although the 
people are dissatisfied 
with the naira scarcity, 
the APC capitalized on 
the discontentment and 
instigated hoodlums and 
thugs to cause violence 
in the city,” he said, AFP 

reported. The APC and 
the opposition Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
have repeatedly traded 
accusations over cash 
shortages during cam-
paigning for the upcom-
ing election. There were 
no immediate reports of 
deaths or injuries dur-

ing Wednesday’s unrest. 
However, last week, two 
people were killed in 
clashes. Meanwhile, on 
Thursday, President Mu-
hammadu Buhari would 
address the country amid 
the strong opposition to 
the cash scarcity. It is not 
yet clear.

New Delhi: Pakistan 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on Thursday (Feb-
ruary 16, 2023) said that 
he is leaving for Turkey, 
where a powerful earth-
quake last week killed 
over 35,000 lives. In a 
tweet, Sharif said that he 
is “leaving for Türkiye 
with a message of unwav-

ering solidarity”. “I am 
leaving for Türkiye with 
a message of unwavering 
solidarity and support for 
our Turkish brothers and 
sisters from the people 
and government of Paki-
stan. True to the spirit 
of one nation living in 
two states, we consider 
their loss as ours,” Sharif 

tweeted. This comes a 
week after he was report-
edly asked to postpone 
his visit to the country 
due to Turkish leader-
ship’s engagements relat-
ed to the ongoing rehabil-
itation work. Sharif was 
due to leave for Turkey 
on February 8. The visit, 
however, was delayed 
as Turkey President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdoğan and 
other officials were busy 
with rescue and relief op-
erations. | ‘International-
Level Insult’: Twitter Re-
acts After Earthquake-hit 
Turkey Refuses to Host 
Pakistan PM Shehbaz 
Sharif Turkey and neigh-
boring Syria have been 
rocked by a devastating 
earthquake on Febru-
ary 6 which killed more 
than 41,000 people and 
left millions in need of 
humanitarian aid, with 
many survivors having 
been left homeless in 
near-freezing.

Indian-American Nikki Haley Announces 
2024 US Presidential bid

Washington: Nikki Haley 
formally launched her 
2024 campaign for the 
White House on Wednes-
day (local time), pitching 
herself to voters as part 
of a “new generation” 
of Republican leaders 
who can win at the bal-
lot box. Haley is now 
the first Indian Ameri-
can woman from the Re-
publican Party to run for 
the presidential bid. As 
the former governor of 
South Carolina and US 
ambassador to the United 
Nations, took the stage, 
Haley introduced herself 
as the proud daughter of 
Indian immigrants pitch-
ing a new future for the 
Republican party. Haley 
noted her parents who 
were in the audience and 
said, “My parents left 
India in search of a bet-
ter life. They found it in 
Bamberg, South Caro-
lina, with a population 
of 2,500. Our little town 
came to love us ... but it 

wasn`t always easy. We 
were the only Indian fam-
ily. Nobody knew who 
we were, what we were, 
or why we were there. 
But my parents knew. 
And every day, they re-
minded my brothers and 
my sister that even on our 
worst day, we are blessed 
to live in America,” 
Haley added. Haley`s 
parents hail from rural 
Punjab and they moved 
to Amritsar before emi-
grating to America in the 
early 1960s. Haley has 
often been heard talking 
about her Indian heritage, 
something that she even 
leaned into in a video de-
claring her candidacy on 
Tuesday.”I was the proud 
daughter of Indian im-
migrants. Not black, not 
white. I was different,” 
she says in the video. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
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Golden Gate University 
US President Joe Biden 
Reacts to Voters’ Con-
cern About His Age, 
Reveals if He’s Running 
for 2024 Elections “But 
my mom would always 
say, `Your job is not to 
focus on the differences, 
but the similarities.`””I 
know America is better 
than all the division and 

distractions that we have 
today,” Haley told sever-
al hundred supporters in 
Charleston, South Caro-
lina. “And I`m confident 
that the American people 
agree. We`re ready to 
move past the stale ideas 
and faded names of the 
past, and we are more 
than ready for a new gen-
eration to lead us into 

the future.” Haley de-
clined to criticize former 
President Donald Trump 
directly, and instead fo-
cused her criticism on 
President Joe Biden and 
establishment politicians 
of both parties in Wash-
ington. In one not-so-
subtle dig at both Trump 
and Biden, Haley called 
for “mandatory mental 
competency tests” for 
politicians over the age 
of 75. Trump is 76, and 
Biden is 80.” America is 
not past our prime -- it`s 
just that our politicians 
are past theirs,” she told 
the crowd. Haley is so 
far the only GOP chal-
lenger to her former boss 
Trump, who announced 
his candidacy for the Re-
publican nomination last 
November. She joined 
the Trump administration 
as the US ambassador 
to the United Nations in 
January 2017 and depart-
ed the post at the end of 
2018.

Antarctica’s ‘Doomsday Glacier’ In Trouble 
As Warm Water Melts Weak Spots
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Elon Musk says that he might step 
down as Twitter CEO by the end of 2023

Twitter Chief Execu-
tive Elon Musk said on 
Wednesday that towards 
the end of 2023 would 
be “good timing” to 
find someone else to run 
Twitter, when he expects 
the social media platform 
to be stable. Also Read - 
Elon Musk addresses two 
major problems in his 
long day at Twitter HQ 
Elon Musk talks about 
stepping down as Twitter 

CEO “I think I need to 
stabilise the organisation 
and just make sure it’s 
in a financially healthy 
place and that the prod-
uct roadmap is clearly 
laid out,” said Musk, 
speaking virtually at the 
World Government Sum-
mit in Dubai, when asked 
if he had identified a new 
Twitter CEO and when 
that person would be 
hired. Also Read - Twit-

ter to charge $100 from 
developers for access to 
basic API “I don’t know, 
I’m guessing probably 
towards the end of this 
year would be good tim-
ing to find someone else 
to run the company, be-
cause I think it should 
be in a stable position 
around, you know, at 
the end of this year,” he 
said. Musk that he does 
not want to be the CEO 

of Twitter or Tesla. “I 
frankly don’t want to be 
the CEO of any com-
pany. At SpaceX, it’s re-
ally that I’m responsible 
for the engineering of the 
rockets and Tesla for the 
technology in the car that 
makes it successful,” he 
said. “So, CEO is often 
viewed as somewhat of 
a business-focused role, 
but in reality, my role is 
much more that of an en-
gineer developing tech-
nology and making sure 
that we develop break-
through technologies 
and that we have a team 
of incredible engineers 
who can achieve those 
goals,” Musk elaborat-
ed. On Dec. 21, Musk 
said on Twitter that he 
would resign as its chief 
executive “as soon as 
I find someone foolish 
enough to take the job!” 
He added that he would 
“just run the software & 
servers teams”. Musk ran 
a poll on the social media 
platform days earlier on 
whether he should step 
down as Twitter CEO.

Returnal PC Review: Eternal 
Awakenings on a Lovecraftian Planet

Returnal might have 
struggled to wow gam-
ers after its initial reveal 
as a PS5 exclusive, but it 
amassed a niche follow-
ing when some gameplay 
emerged online. Finnish 
developer Housemarque 
faced a few challenges: 
for one, it was a less-
known studio trying to 
sell an original IP for a 
full $70 — competing 
against a pool of well-
established AAA creators 
that anyone could blindly 
trust. Furthermore, in its 
original marketing cam-
paign, Sony portrayed the 
game as a generic action 
shooter, where all you 
do is run around and kill 
aliens. While that is true 
to an extent, its highly 
addictive roguelike DNA 
was made clear a bit 
later — ultimately turn-
ing heads. Joining hands 
with Climax Studios, Re-
turnal’s frenzied bullet-
hell action now heads to 
PC, with some tweaks 
for a new audience. The 
game opens in a rather 
abrupt fashion, setting 
you among the stars as 

deep space voyager Se-
lene Vassos. Steering her 
ship into the eye of a cy-
clone, she approaches the 
forbidden planet Atropos 
to investigate a mysteri-
ous signal called “White 
Shadow.” Unfortunately, 
things go awry and she 
crashlands on the surface, 
overgrown with exotic 
vegetation and strewn 
with the ruins of an an-
cient Xeno-type civilisa-
tion. Barebone introduc-
tions are a hallmark of 
roguelike titles, giving 
you only just enough in-
formation to get going, 
as the larger narrative 
unfurls through repeated 
runs. You see, Selene is 
stuck in a bizarre, infinite 
time loop, in which every 
death brings her back to 
the crash site and scram-
bles her brain a little. In 
fact, our journey in Re-
turnal starts right in the 
middle of one, but that 
isn’t conveyed directly. 
By exploring the world 
and retrieving Scout logs 
(audio recordings) left 
by your former selves, 
you slowly peel apart 

the layers of the mys-
tery. If anything, Selene’s 
hazy memory serves as 
a tool to immerse you, 
by feeding exposition 
in a less obvious man-
ner. “I don’t remember 
recording that,” she says 
at one point, closing the 
gap between the char-
acter and the player’s 
mentality. Both start on 
a similar, relatable note 
with scant knowledge of 
the situation they’re in. 
ALSO SEEReturnal to 
Like a Dragon: Ishin!, 
the 8 Biggest Games Re-
leasing in February Play 
Video With no dramatic 
build-up but loads of 
questions, Returnal gets 
straight into the action 
with zero hand-holding. 
Selene is pitted against 

an array of door-to-door 
levels, where both the 
environment and the hos-
tile aliens within them 
are randomised upon 
subsequent deaths and 
runs. While roguelikes 
commonly have an iso-
metric or top-down view, 
Housemarque has shaken 
things up by presenting 
Returnal in a third-per-
son shooter format. Not 
only is it visually unique, 
but the design serves as a 
gateway for mainstream 
gamers to get a taste of 
this niche genre. Even 
with the pivot, the devel-
oper has retained its core 
bullet-hell philosophy 
from past titles such as 
Nex Machina and Mat-
terfall — urging you to 
time jumps.

Sennheiser IE 200 Wired Earphones Review: 
Familiar Approach at a Lower Price

While most mainstream 
personal audio brands have 
pivoted towards a wireless 
future, Sennheiser is per-
haps the only major brand 
to continue earnestly on its 
wired audio portfolio, while 
also working on competitive 
wireless products. This also 
means that it’s among the 
few big names with prod-
ucts made for audiophiles, 
including wired headphones 
and earphones across price 
points. Among the latest in 
the company’s range is the 
Sennheiser IE 200, which is 
priced at Rs. 14,990 in In-
dia. The Sennheiser IE 200 
has a similar form factor 
and feature set to the IE 300 
earphones, but is consider-
ably more affordable. With 
3.5mm wired connectivity, 
detachable cables, and a sin-
gle dynamic driver system, 
is the Sennheiser IE 200 the 
best wired IEM headset un-
der Rs. 15,000 that you can 
buy right now? Find out in 
this review. sennheiser ie 
200 review plug Sennheiser 
The Sennheiser IE 200 uses 
the universal 3.5mm plug 

for connectivity Sennheiser 
IE 200 design and speci-
fications The IE line of 
wired in-ear monitors from 
Sennheiser maintains im-
pressive consistency across 
the range, particularly when 
it comes to design. Every-
thing from the IE 200 to the 
top-of-the-line IE 900 has 
the same general design, 
with the differences appar-
ent only in the colours, tex-
tures, and materials used. 
The IE 200 comes across as 
looking a bit more plain than 
the more expensive IE 300, 
but that isn’t a dealbreaker 
by any means. Sennheiser 
IE 300 Audiophile Ear-
phones Review The con-

struction material is the 
same as on the IE 300 (the 
actual earpieces are plastic), 
and weigh the same at 4g 
each without the cables at-
tached. Usefully, the cables 
are detachable and replace-
able, and the use of the 
MMCX connector standard 
means that you can swap in 
any compatible cable from 
other brands as well. The in-
cluded cable has flexible ear 
hooks and twisted wires that 
look quite nice, but feel less 
durable than the solid cables 
on the IE 300 headset. The 
connector on the cable is a 
standard 3.5mm L-shaped 
stereo plug.

Apple Said to Push Back Launch of Mixed Reality 
Headset to June Over Hardware, Software Issues

Apple has postponed a 
planned introduction of 
its first mixed-reality 
headset from around 
April to June, according 
to people familiar with 
the matter, marking the 
latest setback for the tech 
giant’s next big initia-
tive. The iPhone maker 
is now aiming to unveil 
the product at its annual 
Worldwide Develop-
ers Conference, said the 
people, who asked not to 
be identified because the 
plans are confidential. 
Apple made the deci-
sion to delay the launch 
earlier this month after 
product testing showed 
that both hardware and 
software issues still 
needed to be ironed out, 
they said. The debut of 
the headset has been a 
long time coming, with 
Apple working on the 
technology since around 

2015. At one point, the 
company aimed to in-
troduce the product in 
June of last year, before 
pushing back the in-
troduction until around 
January 2023. It was then 
shifted to spring before 
the latest postponement. 
Apple’s 15.5-Inch Mac-
Book Air Could Launch 
Soon: Report The de-
vice, which melds virtual 
and augmented reality, 
would vault Apple into 
its first major new prod-
uct category since the 
company began selling 
smartwatches in 2015. 
That could help bolster 
growth following a re-
cent slowdown, but it’s 
still an uncertain mar-
ket, and Apple plans to 
charge around $3,000 
(roughly Rs. 2,50,000) 
for the new product — a 
daunting price tag. Dan 
Riccio — Apple’s for-

mer hardware chief, who 
now helps oversee the 
mixed-reality project — 
has become increasingly 
involved in the endeavor 
in recent weeks as the 
company looks to resolve 
remaining issues, the 
people added. An Apple 
spokeswoman declined 
to comment. Apple’s ear-
lier plan was to unveil the 
product in early spring at 
a launch event aimed at 
consumers. It could then 
provide more extensive 
details and development 
tools to third-party soft-

ware developers at its an-
nual June expo, known as 
WWDC. Now the com-
pany is aiming to debut 
all aspects of the device 
at that conference. The 
product would then go 
on sale later in the year. 
iPhone 15 Pro Models 
Might Get Thinner Dis-
play Bezels: Details The 
timing could always 
change again, but the 
Cupertino, California-
based company is intent 
on bringing the device 
to market by the end 
of 2023 if possible. It’s 

meant to be a centerpiece 
of Apple’s new product 
lineup during an other-
wise modest year. The 
company is introducing a 
larger MacBook Air, new 
Mac Pro desktop, and up-
dates to the iPhone, but 
there won’t be signifi-
cant changes to its watch, 
AirPods or iPad. Apple’s 
mixed-reality headset 
will feature a new op-
erating system, dubbed 
xrOS internally, that 
features a 3D-like view 
of an iPhone interface, 
complete with apps like 
Messages, Mail, Safari, 
and TV. The device — 
codenamed N301 — will 
allow for more advanced 
virtual videoconferenc-
ing, with realistic ava-
tars, as well as immer-
sive video streaming. It 
will also include an App 
Store like Apple’s other 
core products. 

Garmin Instinct Crossover Solar Review: 
A Fun, Multi-Sport Smartwatch

Garmin’s Instinct Cross-
over Solar hybrid smart-
watch is an update to its 
Instinct 2S Solar, which 
was launched in India last 
year. While the Instinct 
2S Solar was launched as 
a multi-sport smartwatch 
with a rugged design, the 
Instinct Crossover So-
lar adds several updates. 
The visual updates in-
clude analogue hands for 
timekeeping, and a solar 
panel which can be used 
to charge the watch and 
power it infinitely. While 
the watch is quite unique 

for a Garmin device, be-
ing the first smartwatch 
in its arsenal to combine 
the two features, there’s 
plenty more here to check 
out so let’s begin. Gar-
min Instinct Crossover 
Solar price in India The 
Garmin Instinct Cross-
over Solar is available in 
two variants. There’s the 
base Instinct Crossover 
variant called the Stan-
dard edition, which is 
priced at Rs. 55,990. The 
second in line is the solar 
variant, which is the one 
I have for review and is 

available at Rs. 61,990. 
As the name implies, it 
comes with the addition 
of a solar panel. Garmin 
Instinct Crossover So-
lar design and specifica-
tions The two variants of 
the new Garmin Instinct 
Crossover have the same 
external design but with 
slightly varying finishes. 
The Standard edition 
comes in Blue Gran-
ite and Black finishes, 
while the Solar variant 
comes in Graphite and 
Tidal Blue. I received 
former colour for review. 
The Garmin Crossover 
Solar’s design is fairly 
similar to the previous 
Instinct 2 and the Instinct 
2S series and features 
a case that’s made of a 
fibre-reinforced polymer 
with a stainless steel.
 bezel insert. Compared 
to the Instinct 2 series, 
the display glass sits a lot 
higher and closer to the 
protective bezel which 
also makes.

Honor Magic 5 Lite With 6.67-Inch Curved AMOLED 
Display Launched: Price, Specifications

Honor has confirmed that 
it will unveil the Honor 
Magic 5 series and Honor 
Magic Vs foldable at the 
Mobile World Congress 
2023 event on Febru-
ary 27. In the build-up 
to the event, the Chinese 
tech giant has launched 
the Honor Magic 5 Lite. 
This Honor smartphone 
has a 6.67-inch full-HD+ 
curved AMOLED display 
with a 120Hz refresh rate. 
The handset is believed 
to be a rebranded version 
of the Honor X9a that 
launched in China in De-
cember last year. Honor 
Magic 5 Lite price, avail-
ability The Honor Magic 
5 Lite is priced at EUR 
379 (roughly Rs. 33,500) 
for the 6GB RAM + 
128GB storage model. It 
comes in Emerald Green, 
Midnight Black, and Ti-
tanium Silver colours. 
The Honor handset will 
be available to pre-order 
in the European market 

starting February 20. 
Honor Magic 5 Lite spec-
ifications, features This 
dual-SIM (Nano) 5G 
smartphone runs on An-
droid 12-based MagicUI 

6.1. The Honor Magic 5 
Lite sports a 6.67-inch 
full-HD+ (1,080x2,400 
pixels) curved AMOLED 
display with a 120Hz 
refresh rate. Under the 

hood, this handset packs 
a Qualcomm Snapdragon 
695 SoC, paired with an 
Adreno 619 GPU. Honor 
X8a With 100-Megapixel 
Camera Launched: Price, 

Specifications In the cam-
era department, the Hon-
or Magic 5 Lite features 
a triple rear camera unit 
headlined by a 64-mega-
pixel main camera. There 
is also a 5-megapixel 
ultra-wide sensor and a 
2-megapixel macro lens. 
It also sports a 16-mega-
pixel selfie camera on the 
front. These camera units 
are capable of record-
ing full-HD videos. The 
smartphone also supports 
2D face recognition. The 
Honor Magic 5 Lite packs 
a 5,100mAh battery with 
support for 40W fast 
charging. The handset is 
claimed to offer a bat-
tery life of up to 2 days. 
Wireless connectivity op-
tions include dual-band 
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 5.1, and 
NFC. It also gets a USB 
Type-C port as well. The 
company says that this 
smartphone measures 
161.6x73.9x7.9mm and 
weighs about 175g.
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‘The new CEO of Twitter is Amazing’: Elon 
Musk Unveils the new Head of Platform

New Delhi: Tech billion-
aire Elon Musk had start-
ed a poll a while ago ask-
ing users if he would be 
stepped down from the 
position of Twitter. Over 
56% Twitter users agreed 
Musk to be stepped down 
against 42% users at the 
conclusion of the poll. 
As Musk conceded the 
defeat and proposed to 
leave the post as soon 
as he would find a wor-
thy contender for the 
post. Nothing major hap-
pened since then. ALSO 
READ | Paytm Pay-
ments Bank Launches 
UPI LITE Feature Elon 
Musk has now shared a 
meme of a dog sitting on 
the Twitter CEO’s chair 
and said, “the new CEO 
of Twitter is amazing”. 

He shared more Dog as 
a Twitter CEO meme. He 
further said, “he’s great 
with numbers and has a 
style”. Twitter had been 
acquired by Elon Musk 
in October end last year 
in a whopping $44 Bil-
lion deal. Since the take-
over, he has been making 
a lot of changes to make 

the plaform more attrac-
tive and profitable. Twit-
ter recently expanded 
its Twitter Blue to other 
countries including India. 
Now Twitter users have 
to pay Rs 650 per month 
to get the verified blue 
tick for web and Rs 900 
for mobile. Moreover, 
the microblogging plat-

form increased the char-
acter limit from 280 to 
4000 for US Twitter Blue 
users. In the comment 
section, Elon Musk add-
ed that he was so much 
better than that other guy. 
Netizens start taking a 
dig A Meme page Shi-
betoshi Nakamoto com-
mented he was the only 
one crazy enough to take 
the job. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Looking for 2bhk 
Interiors? Book a Free 
Design Session Now! 
HomeLane Add a ‘Dr.’ to 
your name Golden Gate 
University Another user 
BlockBar said, “Hard 
worker as well!”. That’s 
how they react.for the 
clean energy partnership.

Psychological Safety at Workplace Leads to 
Higher Employee Retention, Engagement

New Delhi: Psychologi-
cal safety at workplace 
is a crucial need for cor-
porate India as it leads 
to higher employee re-
tention and engagement, 
says a report. Psycho-
logical safety refers to 
employees believing 
that they can take risks 
without being shamed 
by other members. Ac-
cording to leading job 
site Indeed’s report on 
Diversity, Inclusion and 
Belonging (DI&B) at 
Indian Workplaces, 45 
per cent of all employ-
ers surveyed believe that 
psychological safety is a 
strong performance indi-
cator and 47 per cent be-
lieve it is a crucial need. 
This study was carried 
out by Valuevox on be-

half of Indeed across 15 
sectors and 16 cities, in-
volving 1,200 employers 
and 1,500 employees of 
small, medium, and large 
businesses. According to 
Rohan Sylvester, Talent 
Strategy Advisor, Indeed, 
amidst various global un-
certainties, organizations 
are looking to build high-
performing teams. “In 
the last couple of years, 
employees have faced 

various stressors related 
to work such as burn-
out, mental health issues, 
overwork etc. Therefore, 
prioritizing employees 
will be at the forefront for 
organizations to enhance 
psychological safety at 
work which can further 
lead to strong business 
growth,” Sylvester said. 
Sylvester further said that 
“our data shows that 23 
per cent of organizations 

are planning to initiate 
formal policies around 
DI&B in the next 12-18 
months. It will be critical 
for employers to focus 
on this in order to thrive 
in the new normal.” The 
major reasons for em-
ployees feeling psycho-
logically unsafe at work 
are mental health issues, 
unaddressed/unsatisfac-
torily addressed griev-
ances and fear of losing 
their anonymity while 
providing feedback. As 
per the study, biases also 
play a role in determining 
psychological safety at 
work. The most common 
biases employees face 
are gender and sexual 
orientation (59 per cent), 
their religion, caste and 
ethnicity.

Adani Group Touts ‘Very Healthy’ Balance 
Sheet in Bid to Calm Investors

New Delhi: Billionaire 
Gautam Adani’s em-
battled conglomerate 
said its balance sheet is 
“very healthy” and is la-
ser focused on continu-
ing business momentum, 
as it looked to reassure 
investors to keep faith in 
the conglomerate despite 
a share rout triggered by 
a damning report by a 
US short-seller. Group 
CFO Jugeshinder (Rob-
bie) Singh in an earn-
ings call said the group 
is confident of its internal 
controls, compliance and 
corporate governance. 
Separately, it released a 
compendium of group 
companies to highlight 
that it has adequate cash 
reserves and has ability 
to refinance debt. “Our 
balance sheet is very 
healthy. We have indus-
try-leading development 
capabilities, strong cor-
porate governance, se-
cure assets and strong 
cash flows,” Singh said. 
“Once the current mar-
ket stabilises, we will re-
view our capital market 
strategy, but rest assured 
we are confident in our 
continued ability to de-
liver business that pro-
vides superior returns to 
shareholders.” The group 
has been under pressure 
since the Hindenburg 
Research on January 24 
accused it of accounting 

fraud and stock manipu-
lation, allegations that 
the conglomerate has 
denied as “malicious”, 
“baseless” and a “calcu-
lated attack on India”. 
Listed companies of the 
group lost over USD 125 
billion in market value 
in three week. Stocks of 
most group firms were 
up on Wednesday. “We 
are laser focused on con-
tinuing our business mo-
mentum, in this market 
volatility,” Singh said. 
“We are confident in our 
internal controls, compli-
ance and corporate gov-
ernance.” Adani group’s 
gross debt stood at Rs 
2.26 lakh crore as on 
September 2022 and had 
cash of Rs 31,646 crore. 
“Our businesses oper-
ate on long-term annuity 
contracts generating as-
sured and consistent cash 

flows with no market 
risk,” it said in the credit 
report. Despite the ports-
to-energy conglomerate 
denying allegations, the 
report triggered a mas-
sive sell-off in the group 
firms’ shares. “The cur-
rent market volatility is 
temporary,” Adani had 
said in the earnings state-
ment of the group’s flag-
ship Adani Enterprises 
Ltd (AEL) on Tuesday. 
“As a classical incuba-
tor with a vision of long-
term value creation, 
Adani Enterprises will 
continue to work with the 
twin objectives of moder-
ate leverage and looking 
at strategic opportunities 
to expand and grow.” 
Adani said the group’s 
fundamental strength 
lies in mega-scale infra-
structure project execu-
tion capabilities, organ-

isational development 
and exceptional O&M 
management skills com-
parable to the best in the 
world. The Group CFO 
expanded on his chair-
man’s comments in the 
earnings call. by Tabool-
aSponsored LinksYou 
May Like SabPaisa Pay-
ment Gateway- The Most 
Trusted and Secure PG- 
RBI Approved SabPaisa 
Add a ‘Dr.’ to your name 
Golden Gate University 
AEL, he said, has a prov-
en 25-year track record 
of deploying capital in a 
disciplined way to create 
value for shareholders. 
“During this time, we 
have incubated leaders 
in sectors that are vital 
to the continued growth 
and economic prosper-
ity of India -- companies 
like Adani Ports, Adani 
Transmission, Adani 
Green Energy, Adani To-
tal Gas and Adani Wil-
mar.” It is now incubating 
new energy, data centres, 
airports and roads trans-
port business which to-
gether account for over 
33 per cent of AEL’s 
EBITDA. On withdraw-
ing a fully-subscribed 
follow-on share of AEL, 
Singh said this was ow-
ing to the unprecedented 
market and stock price 
fluctuation that followed 
the Hindenburg report. 
“The decision to not go 

ahead with the FPO will 
not adversely affect our 
existing operations and 
future plans.” “We have 
an impeccable track re-
cord of responsibly man-
aging our balance sheet. 
We are undisputed lead-
ers in executing complex 
infrastructure projects,” 
he said, adding while in 
the initial stages of a new 
project, leverage tends 
to increase, strong cash 
flows thereafter results in 
rapid deleveraging. Last 
week, Moody’s Investors 
Service cited concerns 
about Adani’s ability to 
raise capital or refinance 
maturing debt in the 
coming years while S&P 
Global Ratings cut the 
rating outlook for four 
group firms, including 
Adani Ports and Special 
Economic Zone Ltd and 
Adani Electricity Mum-
bai Ltd, to negative from 
stable. “There is a risk 
that investor concerns 
about the group’s gov-
ernance and disclosures 
are larger than we have 
currently factored into 
our ratings,” S&P had 
said. In August last year, 
CreditSights, a Fitch 
Group unit, described the 
conglomerate that spans 
ports to electricity, city 
gas and cement as “deep-
ly overleveraged”. Adani 
Group had rebutted the 
CreditSights assessment.

Reduced Net Debt By $2 Billion In 
Fiscal 2023: Vedanta Resources

Bengaluru: Vedanta Re-
sources said on Wednes-
day it had brought down 
debt significantly, seek-
ing to allay market con-
cerns after S&P Global 
Ratings last week raised 
doubts about its ability to 
meet financial obligations 
beyond September. The 
billionaire Anil Agarwal-
owned company - parent 
of Indian resources giant 
Vedanta Ltd - said it had 
cut net debt by $2 billion 
in the last 11 months, 
ahead of its own target. 
S&P Global Ratings said 
on Feb. 8 that while the 
company was likely to 
meet its obligations until 
September, liquidity be-
yond that would depend 
on critical fund-raising 
and proposed sale of in-
ternational zinc assets by 
Vedanta Ltd to Hindustan 
Zinc. Vedanta Resources 
said on Wednesday it 
has healthy cash flow 
boosted by robust do-
mestic consumption and 
that growth would be 
propelled by its associate 
firms’ investments into 
semiconductors, display 
glass, renewables, optical 
fibre, and transmission. 
The London-based com-
pany also said it plans to 
cover 50% of its liquidity 
requirements for fiscal 
2024 internally and the 
rest through refinancing. 
Vedanta Resources’ state-
ment also comes at a time 
when Indian conglomer-

ate Adani Group is still 
battling the fallout from 
a U.S. short-seller’s criti-
cal report on its business 
practices that has wiped 
off $120 billion from its 
market value. Vedanta 
Ltd, which mines zinc, 
silver and aluminium 
and drills for crude, re-
ported a 41% slump in 
third-quarter profit in 
January, hit by a fall in 
commodity prices. Stock 
Indices Slide In Morn-
ing Trade, Sensex Down 
225 Points Stock Indices 
Slide In Morning Trade, 
Sensex Down 225 Points 
Sensex Gains 600 Points 
To Scale 61,000 Mark, 
Nifty Just Below 18,000 
Sensex Gains 600 Points 
To Scale 61,000 Mark, 
Nifty Just Below 18,000 

Sensex Gains 222 Points 
In Morning Trade, Nifty 
Rises Sensex Gains 222 
Points In Morning Trade, 
Nifty Rises In its report, 
S&P said its rating on 
Vedanta Resources was 
likely to come under 
immediate pressure if a 
planned $2 billion fund 
raise and a sale of assets 
did not progress over the 
coming weeks. The rat-
ings agency added that 
the group would be left 
with about $500 million 
after repayments in the 
absence of external fund-
ing. In 2020, Vedanta 
Resources failed to take 
Vedanta Ltd private as it 
did not get the required 
number of shares needed 
to buy back.

Reddit Aims For IPO (Public 
Issue) Later This Year

West Bengal Extends Stamp Duty 
Rebate for Home Buyers till Sep 30
New Delhi: West Ben-
gal government has an-
nounced to extend stamp 
duty rebate for home 
buyers till 30 Septem-
ber in the state budget 
2023-24. The Bengal 
Finance Minister Chan-
drima Bhattacharya an-
nounced the huge relief 
today while presenting 
the state budget. Stamp 
Duty is a tax that is put 
on single property pru-
chases or documents. Be-
fore a document could be 
used lawfully, a physical 
revenue stamp had to be 
affixed to it or imprinted 
on it to demonstrate that 
stamp duty had been 
paid. The Bengal gov-
ernment also announced 
in the budget to increase 
the Dearness Allowance 
(DA) hike by 3%. Earlier, 

the West Bengal govern-
ment incresed dearness 
allowance of employees 
and pensioners at 34%. 
Employees protested that 
is 35% lesser than paid 
by the central govern-
ment. West Bengal gov-
ernment is presenting 
the state budget 2023-24 

on Wednesday. Bengal 
government employees 
had been protesting for 
DA hike for the last few 
months. It will give a 
huge relief to employees 
and pensioners. Other 
annoucements by Bengal 
government in the budget 
2023-24: Bengal govern-

met announced Rs 350-
Cr startup fund to extend 
up to Rs 5 lakh each to 
young entreprenuers. 
12000-km of rural roads 
to be constructed at a cost 
of Rs 3000 crore, includ-
ing maintenance in the 
‘Rasta Shree’ Project. 

Social media platform 
Reddit Inc is looking to 
go public later this year, 
likely in the second half, 
the Information reported 
on Tuesday, citing people 
familiar with the matter. 
Reddit and other firms 
including grocery de-
livery firm Instacart are 

keeping their initial pub-
lic offering paperwork up 
to date, in preparation for 
their debuts when market 
conditions improve, the 
report added. Reddit did 
not immediately respond 
to Reuters’ request for 
comment. The IPO mar-
ket had come to a virtual 

standstill last year with 
several high-profile list-
ings on ice as a selloff in 
high-growth tech stocks 
and volatility in the capi-
tal markets soured in-
vestor sentiment. Reddit 
Gets Hacked After Em-
ployee Falls Victim To 
“Phishing Attack” Reddit 

Gets Hacked After Em-
ployee Falls Victim To 
“Phishing Attack” Red-
dit Users Debate Over 
“Measuring Vegetable 
In Cups” In Food Reci-
pes Reddit Users Debate 
Over “Measuring Veg-
etable In Cups” In Food 
Recipes Woman Hides 
Secret Candy Stash From 
Her Husband, Reddit Us-
ers Can Relate Woman 
Hides Secret Candy Stash 
From Her Husband, Red-
dit Users Can Relate In 
December 2021, Reddit 
had confidentially filed 
for an initial public offer-
ing with the US securities 
regulator, after the com-
pany’s message boards 
became the go-to des-
tination for day traders 
during the meme stock 
frenzy.
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Premier League 2023: Manchester City Hammer 
Leaders Arsenal 3-1 to Grab Edge in Title Race

Manchester City seized 
the momentum in the 
Premier League title race 
after Jack Grealish and 
Erling Haaland scored 
second-half goals to se-
cure a 3-1 win at Arsenal 
on Wednesday (February 
15). Having trailed Arse-
nal by as much as eight 
points just weeks ago, 
City suddenly finds itself 
atop the table after the 
defending champions ex-
tended their recent domi-
nance over the Gunners 
and showed they won’t 
relinquish the title easily. 
The win puts City in first 
place ahead of Arsenal on 
goal difference, although 
the Gunners still have 
a game in hand. More 
importantly, perhaps, it 
maintained a psychologi-
cal edge over its title rival 
as City has now beaten 
Arsenal in 11 straight 
league matches. “We can 
all agree that (Arsenal) 
has been the best team 

this season, so to come 
to their place and play 
against them is not easy,” 
Haaland said. “But we 
played an amazing game 
and we got the three re-
ally important points, 
and we’re in it again.” In 
a game that lived up to 
the billing of the biggest 
Premier League match 
of the season so far with 
moments of end-to-end 
action, City took the lead 
when Kevin de Bruyne 
capitalized on a defen-
sive error in the 24th 
minute, before Bukayo 
Saka equalized from the 
penalty spot in the 42nd. 
WATCH Erling Haaland 
score his 32nd goal of the 
season here… Arsenal 
made a bright start but 
gave away the lead cheap-
ly after City goalkeeper 
Ederson booted the ball 
up the field. Right-back 
Takehiro Tomiyasu tried 
to pass the ball back to 
Aaron Ramsdale but only 

hit it into the path of De 
Bruyne, who curled a 
lob over the onrushing 
goalkeeper and into the 
empty net. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Want to spruce up 
your home interiors? 
HomeLane Add a ‘Dr.’ to 
your name Golden Gate 
University “I’ve never 
seen Tomiyasu make that 
pass back in seven years 
but he did it today,” Ar-
senal manager Mikel 
Arteta said. Minutes ear-
lier, Eddie Nketiah had 
spurned the best chance 
of the game so far when 
Oleksandr Zinchenko 

picked him out in the 
box with a cross but the 
striker headed wide. But 
Arsenal kept pushing for-
ward and the host’s pres-
sure paid off when it was 
awarded a penalty for a 
foul by Ederson on Ed-
die Nketiah as the striker 
tried to shoot from a dif-
ficult angle. Saka calmly 
rolled the spot kick into 
the left corner after send-
ing Ederson the wrong 
way. City improved after 
the break and thought it 
had a penalty early in the 
second half when Gabriel 
clumsily pulled down 
Haaland in the area, but 

the decision was over-
turned for an offside on 
the Norway striker. But 
City still retook the lead 
after another mistake by 
Gabriel, who turned the 
ball over in his own half. 
The visitors countered 
quickly and Ilkay Gun-
dogan squared the ball 
for Grealish, who beat 
Ramsdale with a low shot 
that took a deflection off 
Tomiyasu. Haaland was 
fit to start after picking 
up a knock in the previ-
ous game against Aston 
Villa on Sunday and took 
his tally to 26 league 
goals this season when 
De Bruyne cut the ball 
back for the striker, who 
took one touch before 
slotting a shot into the far 
corner. Nketiah sent an-
other header wide late on 
but that was the closest 
Arsenal came to pulling 
a goal back. Arsenal has 
now gone three straight 
league.

Sara Khadem, an Iranian chess 
player who refused to wear hijab

In the latest development 
in regards to the top Iranian 
chess player Sara Khadem, 
also known as Sarasadat 
Khademalsharieh, who 
while competing in FIDE 
World Rapid and Blitz 
Chess Championships in 
Almaty, Kazakhstan in De-
cember last year refused 
to wear a hijab, is now be-
lieved to be exiled from her 
birth country, Iran. For those 
who don’t know, a hijab is a 
headscarf that is mandatory 
to wear under Iran’s strict 
dress code. Meanwhile, 
the 25-year-old didn’t wear 
the scarf during the tourna-
ment on purpose to show 
solidarity with the protest 
movement going on in Iran 
since September 2022. It 
all started when a 22-year-
old Iranian Kurdish woman 
Mahsa Amini died in the 
custody of morality police 
who detained her for ‘in-
appropriate attire.’ ALSO 
READ: IPL: BCCI-Saudi 
Arabia Tourism join hands 
in a bid to tighten cricketing 
ties between both countries 
Now, as a per a report in 
BBC as quoted by NDTV, 
Sara, who is currently stay-

ing somewhere in Southern 
Spain – location of which 
remains unknown due to 
security reasons, cannot 
move to her country as the 
arrest papers are waiting 
for her. On the other hand, 
as per Reuters, a source 
close to the information 
had revealed that Sara had 
has been receiving multiple 
phone calls – where on one 
hand the individuals have 
warned her against return-
ing to Iran, while others are 
urging her to come home 
after the tournament ends 
as they promise to solve her 
problem. The source, who 
asked not to be named con-
sidering the sensitivity of 
the matter, further revealed 

that Sara’s parents and rela-
tives who are living in Iran 
have also received multiple 
threat calls. Born in 1997, 
Sara is currently ranked 
804 in the world, according 
to the International Chess 
Federation. Meanwhile, 
not only Sara, several other 
Iranian athletes have also 
stood against the govern-
ment and suffered severe 
consequences. While foot-
baller Amir Nasr-Azadani 
was sentenced to 16 years 
in prison for raising voice 
against the current regime, 
execution of karate cham-
pion Mohammad Mehdi 
Karami sent shivers down 
the spine.

Basketball great Michael Jordan to make 
record donation of $10 million to nonprofit

Basketball great Mi-
chael Jordan will make 
a record-breaking $10 
million donation to the 
Make-A-Wish founda-
tion to mark his 60th 
birthday later this week, 
a statement said on 
Wednesday. Jordan’s do-
nation to Make-A-Wish 
-- which aims to fulfill 
the wishes of children 
aged between 2-18 bat-
tling critical illness - is 
the largest in the Ari-
zona-based nonprofit’s 
43-year history. The six-
time NBA championship 
winner has had a long 
association with the non-
profit, first working with 
the organization in 1989. 
A statement from Make-
a-Wish said the 59-year-
old billionaire hoped his 
gesture would inspire 
others to donate to the 
foundation. “For the 
past 34 years, it’s been 
an honor to partner with 
Make-A-Wish and help 
bring a smile and hap-
piness to so many kids,” 
Jordan said in a news re-
lease. “Witnessing their 

strength and resilience 
during such a tough time 
in their lives has truly 
been an inspiration.  “I 
can’t think of a better 
birthday gift than seeing 
others join me in support-
ing Make-A-Wish so that 
every child can experi-
ence the magic of having 
their wish come true.” 
Also Read: Ex-Michigan 
State player Keith Ap-
pling pleads guilty in 
murder case and firearm 
charge Make-A-Wish 

said Jordan had granted 
“hundreds” of wishes 
to children all over the 
world since 1989. His 
multimillion-dollar do-
nation will be used to 
create an endowment to 
help grant wishes in the 
future for children and 
young people with seri-
ous illnesses. “Everyone 
knows about Michael’s 
legacy on the basketball 
court, but it’s what he 
has consistently done off 
the court when no one’s 

watching that makes him 
a true legend for wish 
families and the wider 
Make-A-Wish commu-
nity,” said Make-A-Wish 
America chief executive 
Leslie Motter. Jordan is 
regarded by many as the 
greatest basketball player 
in history, with six NBA 
Finals MVP awards in 
addition to his champion-
ship rings.  He also won 
five season MVP awards 
and was a 14-time All-
Star during a career.

Adeyemi Strike Helps Dortmund Stun Chelsea 
in Champions League 2023 Rd of 16

Borussia Dortmund vs Chelsea UEFA 
Champions League Match Livestreaming

Not even Kylian Mbappé’s 
substitute appearance could 
end Paris Saint-Germain’s 
slump, as it lost 1-0 at 
home to Bayern Munich on 
Tuesday (February 14) in 
the first leg of their round-
of-16 Champions League 
clash. A third straight loss 
made it five defeats in 11 
games this year for PSG 
coach Christophe Galtier’s 
team. Bayern winger King-
sley Coman volleyed home 
inside the penalty area from 
Alphonso Davies’ left-wing 
cross in the 53rd minute. 
The Paris-raised Coman, 
who PSG sold to Juven-
tus when he was 18, held 
his hands up to show he 
wasn’t celebrating scoring 
against his former club — 
again. “It’s the city where 
I was born and raised so it 
was difficult to celebrate 
here,” Coman said. “Given 
our performance we could 
have done more, but at the 
end it was a bit difficult 
so we’re satisfied with the 
win.” When Bayern won 
the last of its six Champi-
ons League titles in 2020, it 
beat PSG 1-0 with Coman 

heading home the winner. 
The World Cup superstar 
Mbappé made an unexpect-
edly quick recovery from 
injury and had two would-
be goals disallowed for off-
side after coming on in the 
second half. “It was diffi-
cult, unpredictable. I wasn’t 
supposed to play but I 
wanted to play and help my 
mates. We did everything, 
we worked night and day 
to get me some game time,” 
Mbappé said. “I wanted to 
(start the game). But some-
times you have to be satis-
fied with what you can do, 
and that’s all I could do.” 
The return leg is on March 
8. PSG was eliminated by 

Real Madrid in the last 16 
last season and may need 
Mbappé at this best to avoid 
another early exit. “When 
we have our players ready 
and we can play our attack-
ing game, they (Bayern) are 
not comfortable,” Mbappé 
said. “We have to retain 
how we finished the game. 
We saw that we can cause 
them problems.” Mbappé 
showed no ill effects of 
the thigh tear he sustained 
two weeks ago. He had a 
shot saved by Yann Som-
mer in the 73rd after rac-
ing through down the left. 
Sommer saved Neymar’s 
follow-up and the ball fell 
to Mbappé near the line, 

but he was well offside. 
Mbappé peeled away in de-
light after volleying Nuno 
Mendes’ cross from close 
range with 10 minutes 
left, but it was chalked off 
following a quick video 
review. “That’s the new 
soccer, there’s VAR. If it’s 
offside, it’s offside, you just 
have to switch quickly,” 
Mbappé said. “The im-
portant thing is to go over 
there and qualify, and from 
what I saw that’s possible.” 
Bayern’s defense held firm 
under some.late pressure, 
although defender Benja-
min Pavard received a sec-
ond yellow card was sent 
off for a late tackle on Lio-
nel Messi in stoppage time. 
Bayern immediately gener-
ated pressure from the start 
against a nervous-looking 
PSG by closing down high 
up the field. PSG hadn’t 
lost three straight games 
since late 2011, which was 
only months into the new 
reign of Qatari owners QSI. 
“Bayern really got on top of 
us and we struggled to hold 
the ball high up the pitch. 

Women’s T20 WC: India make it two in two, beat 
Windies comprehensively by six wickets

The Indian women’s crick-
et team on Wednesday 
won their second match in 
the Women’s T20 World 
Cup by beating the Wind-
ies by six wickets. Rid-
ing on Deepti Sharma’s 
history-making spell, India 
claimed an easy win at the 
Newlands in Cape Town. 
Captain Harmanpreet Kaur 
and keeper-batter Richa 
Ghosh also delivered with 
the bat hitting 33 and 44*, 
respectively. Electing to bat 
first after winning the toss, 
the Windies lost their cap-
tain Hayley Matthews in 
the second over itself. Sta-
fanie Taylor and Shemaine 
Campbelle then applied the 
counter-attacking mode and 
put the Indian bowlers on 
the backfoot. Some glori-
ous shots over the covers 
had the crowd on its feet 
but it was not long before 
India staged a comeback 
by picking up three quick 
wickets inside three runs. 
At one stage, the Windies 
were reeling at 79 for four 
in 15 overs. : Unaware of 
India’s Test record in Delhi, 
coach Rahul Dravid not 

discounting Australia ahead 
of 2nd Test Deepti Sharma, 
who didn’t have the best of 
outings against Pakistan, 
made a solid comeback in 
the game. Not only did she 
return with figures of three 
for 15 in four overs, but she 
also became the first Indian 
player - male or female 
to pick up 100 wickets in 
T20Is. Thanks to her spell 
and tight bowling from 
seamers from the other end, 

India restricted Windies to 
a mere 118 for six in 20 
overs. While Smriti Mand-
hana’s return to the XI did 
boost the confidence in In-
dia’s camp, she couldn’t 
deliver big, getting out on 
a quickfire 10 off 7 hitting 
two boundaries. Jemimah 
Rodrigues, last match hero 
got out cheaply on one too 
as India was jolted with two 
blows inside the Powerplay. 
On the other hand, Shafali 

Verma went about her busi-
ness but couldn’t convert 
her start to a big score as 
she got dismissed on 28 as 
well. Captain Harmanpreet 
Kaur and Richa Ghosh then 
took the onus on them-
selves to bail their team out 
of trouble. The pair smoked 
some classy shots and and 
got India close with just 
four runs to win before the 
skipper got caught in deep 
on 33.

Lots of talent, but not the 
results to match. It’s be-
coming a familiar story 
for Chelsea. Despite 
spending record sums 
on new signings, Chel-
sea fell short once again 
in a 1-0 loss at Borussia 
Dortmund on Wednes-
day and will need to im-
prove in the second leg 
to avoid elimination in 
the Champions League 
round of 16. Karim Ad-
eyemi sprinted the length 
of the field to score the 
only goal on a light-
ning counterattack after 
Chelsea created — and 
missed — many of the 
best chances. After Chel-

sea’s João Félix missed 
a headed chance on a 
corner, the German team 
launched into the counter 
as Adeyemi surged down 
the field, beating Enzo 
Fernández before round-
ing goalkeeper Kepa 
Arrizabalaga and scor-
ing into the empty net. 
Starting from the edge 
of his own penalty area, 
Adeyemi picked up the 
ball from a clearance and 
needed fewer than nine 
seconds to score at the 
other end. He celebrated 
with a backflip. Kalidou 
Koulibaly was at the 
heart of the Chelsea de-
fense but nearly rescued 

a draw for his team at 
the other end. Dortmund 
goalkeeper Gregor Kobel 
couldn’t hold Koulibaly’s 
low shot in the 78th min-
ute and the ball rolled 
onto the goal line before 
Emre Can hooked it away 
to keep Dortmund ahead. 
Fernández — Chelsea’s 
expensive signing last 
month — nearly scored 
a last-gasp equalizer in 
stoppage time but the 
World Cup winner from 
Argentina saw his curl-
ing shot saved by Ko-
bel. “There was a bit of 
luck in there for us and a 
good performance from 
our goalkeeper,” Dort-
mund coach Edin Terzic 
told DAZN. It was Dort-
mund’s seventh win in a 
row, while Chelsea has 
one victory from nine 
games overall in 2023 
as manager Graham Pot-
ter tries to integrate new 
faces. “It was a very 
strong performance from 
us, especially in the sec-
ond half. Overall, we cre-
ated a lot of chances, had 
a lot of efforts on goal,” 

Potter told broadcaster 
BT Sport. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Learn to Analyse 
Recession Trends using 
Data Analytics Scaler 
Data Science Croma 
Magical Summer - Great 
Deals on AC, Refrigera-
tors, Air Coolers Croma 
“Of course we’re disap-
pointed with the goal we 
conceded but I thought 
we were the dominant 
team in the second half. 
We need to regroup and 
attack the game at Stam-
ford Bridge.” Chelsea 
was allowed to add only 
three of its nine January 
arrivals to its Champions 
League squad, but Félix, 
Fernández and Mykhai-
lo Mudryk were all in 
the starting lineup and 
all posed a threat. With 
Chelsea chairman Todd 
Boehly watching from 
the stands, Félix had the 
two best chances of a 
first half in which neither 
team had a shot on target. 
Thiago Silva put the ball 
into the net for Chelsea.
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Yami Gautam Labours In The Service Of A Lost Cause
The film opens with 
breaking news of a 
deadly bomb explosion 
somewhere in Bengal’s 
Purulia district. That is 
about the only bang that 
Lost, streaming on Zee5, 
delivers. For the rest of 
its runtime, the plodding 
two-hour journalistic 
procedural is a bit of a 
whimper. That is not to 
say that Lost, directed 
by multiple National 
Award-winning director 
Aniruddha Roy Chow-
dhury (Anuranan, Anta-
heen, Pink), is devoid of 
redeeming qualities. It 
has moments that seem 
promising, but these are 
way too sporadic to help 
the film kick into top 
gear. The cast includes 
the formidable Pankaj 
Kapur. He buoys things 
up with minimum visible 
effort when he is on the 
screen. Also in the film 
are three Bengali cinema 
stalwarts - Suman Muk-
hopadhyay, Arindam Sil 
and Kaushik Sen. Their 
combined might has only 
peripheral impact. Lost 

seems close at times to 
formulating a political 
statement of some im-
port on youth alienation. 
Three young people - an 
investigative journalist, a 
street theatre activist and 
a television news anchor 
- are at the heart of the 
film. But all things con-
sidered, the film lacks the 
fire to go the whole hog 
and call a spade a spade. 
In aiming for the safe and 
the palatable, Lost loses 
its way and falls appre-
ciably short of what it as-
pires to be - an acute and 
urgent enumeration of 
the obstacles that hinder 
a truth-seeker’s progress 
in a society that turns a 
blind eye to people who 
have been pushed to its 
margins. Lensed and lit 
with his customary skill 
by cinematographer Avik 
Mukhopadhyay, Lost is 
definitely not wanting 
in finesse, technical or 
directorial. Sadly, gloss 
isn’t what the film needed 
as much as a stout.

Adarsh Gourav shares the trailer of ‘Extrapolations’ 
co-starring Meryl Streep, Kit Harington

It’s a moment of glory 
for Adarsh Gourav. The 
young actor’s new proj-
ect is a dystopian sci-fi 
co-starring Meryl Streep, 
Kit Harington, Edward 
Norton, Forest Whitaker, 
Tobey Maguire, Gemma 
Chan, and Sienna Miller 
and called `Extrapola-
tions`. Adarsh took to In-
stagram to share the trail-
er of the series and wrote, 
“A window into our fu-
ture. Act now. Premier-
ing on the 17th of March 
only on @appletvplus 
Directed by the wonder-
ful @richiemehta. And 
what a dream to be work-
ing with @gaz_choudhry 
@zuleikharobinson @
houseofwaris and Keri 
Russell#extrapolations”. 
A known face for his 
stint on OTT platforms, 
Adarsh shot to stardom 
with the Netflix original 
`The White Tiger`, based 
on the bestseller of the 
same name by Aravind 
Adiga. Priyanka Chopra 
and Rajkumar Rao were 

also a part of the proj-
ect. The 2021 film gar-
nered critical praise for 
the entire cast, especially 
Adarsh who even earned 
a nomination at BAFTA 
for Best Leading Actor 
for his performance in 
the film. × He will also 
be seen in Zoya Akhtar`s 
next `Kho Gaye Hum 
Kahan`.Filmmaker Zoya 
Akhtar expressed her joy 
with a star emoji on the 
post. Amruta Subhash 
wrote, `So proud of you,’ 

reacting to the trailer. 
``Extrapolations` spans 
eight episodes that cover 
a 33-year timespan, ex-
ploring a future Earth 
impacted by devastating 
climate change and how 
the necessary adaptations 
required to survive the 
environmental crisis in-
fluence love, faith, work, 
and family. `Contagion` 
fame director Scott Z. 
Burns directed the proj-
ect, though, Adarsh has 
featured in the anthology, 

directed by ̀ Delhi Crime` 
fame Richie Mehta. The 
show will be available 
on Apple TV+. View this 
post on Instagram A post 
shared by Adarsh Gourav 
(@gouravadarsh) × He 
will also be seen in Zoya 
Akhtar`s next `Kho Gaye 
Hum Kahan`.Filmmaker 
Zoya Akhtar expressed 
her joy with a star emoji 
on the post. Amruta Sub-
hash wrote, `So proud 
of you,’ reacting to the 
trailer. ``Extrapolations` 
spans eight episodes that 
cover a 33-year times-
pan, exploring a future 
Earth impacted by dev-
astating climate change 
and how the necessary 
adaptations required to 
survive the environmen-
tal crisis influence love, 
faith, work, and family. 
`Contagion` fame direc-
tor Scott Z. Burns direct-
ed the project, though, 
Adarsh has featured in 
the anthology, directed 
by `Delhi Crime` fame 
Richie Mehta.

Fans Flood Ayushmann ‘s Instagram with 
Love After ‘Dream Girl 2’ Teaser Drops

Aditya Chopra Opens up on why Brother 
Uday Couldn’t Become a Star

New Delhi: Director-
producer Aditya Chopra, 
who is known to be a 
very private person and 
seldom comes out in the 
media, has shared his 

opinion on his brother 
Uday Chopra not be-
coming a star. He said 
that privilege can only 
open first doors for ac-
tors in the film industry. 

After that, the audience 
decides whom they want 
to watch, admire and ap-
preciate. In the recently 
released Netflix docu-
series ‘The Romantics’, 

the YRF honcho, said: 
“One of the things that 
people tend to ignore, is 
that every person who 
comes from a privileged 
background is not suc-
cessful. I can articulate it 
without mentioning other 
people. I can just articu-
late it by mentioning my 
own family.” He further 
mentioned: “My brother 
is an actor, and he’s not 
a very successful actor. 
Here is the son of one of 
the biggest filmmakers. 
He’s the brother of a very 
big filmmaker. Imagine a 
company like YRF who 
has launched so many 
newcomers, we could 
not make him a star.” In 
conclusion, he said that 
only the audience has 
the power in showbiz 
to make someone a star. 
“Why could we not do 
it for our own? The bot-
tom line is, only an audi-
ence will decide ‘I like 
this person, I want to 
see this person’. No one 
else.” ‘The Romantics’ is 
streaming on Netflix.

Popular Thriller-Comedy Marathi film ‘Vaalvi’ is 
all set to Release on OTT, Deets Inside

Rana Naidu trailer: Rana Daggubati, 
Venkatesh get in a face-off

Rana Daggubati and his 
uncle Venkatesh Dag-
gubati will appear on 
the screen together for 
the first time in Netflix’s 
Rana Naidu. It is the In-
dian adaptation of Ray 
Donovan. In the project, 
the Telugu films stars 
will play the warring fa-
ther and son duo. They 
will take on the roles of 
Liev Schreiber and Jon 
Voight of the original 
series.Rana Naidu will 
drop on Netflix on March 
10. Created by Karan 
Anshuman and produced 
by Sunder Aaron through 
Locomotive Global, it 

is helmed by Anshuman 
and Suparn S Varma.In 
the Netflix show, Dead-
line reports that Rana 
Daggubati will play a ce-

lebrity fixer who can deal 
with any problem, but 
when it comes to dealing 
with his father, he gets all 
worked up. On the role, 

the actor said, “Playing 
the role of Rana Naidu 
was exceptionally chal-
lenging. He’s a complex 
character.

New Delhi: ZEE5, In-
dia’s largest home-grown 
video streaming platform, 
announced the world dig-
ital premiere of the highly 
acclaimed Marathi film 
‘Vaalvi’. After bringing 
forth blockbuster Marathi 
films like Pandu, Zom-
bivali, Har Har Mahadev 
and Timepass 3, ZEE5 is 
set to premiere ‘Vaalvi’ 
on 24th February. Direct-
ed by Paresh Mokashi, 
the film stars Swwapnil 
Joshi, Subodh Bhave, 
Anita Date-Kelkar and 
Shivani Surve in lead-
ing roles. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Want to spruce up 

your home interiors? 
HomeLane Add a ‘Dr.’ to 
your name Golden Gate 
University Produced by 
Zee Studios and Mad-
hugandha Kulkarni, Vaal-
vi had a successful run at 
the box office. The film 
starts with Avni (Anita 
Date-Kelkar) and Aniket 

(Swapnil Joshi) decid-
ing to kill themselves at 
the same time. They are 
convinced that there is 
no way out of their finan-
cial problems and that 
suicide is the best solu-
tion present at their helm 
then. However, as it turns 
out, this is not a suicide 

mission but an attempt 
to murder and the mas-
terminds behind this are 
Aniket and his girlfriend 
Devika (Shivani Surve) 
in the hope to get rid of 
Aniket’s nagging wife. 
There is also a mysteri-
ous man (Subodh Bhave) 
with a hidden ulterior mo-
tive. Now, what happens 
further on judgement day 
is what the film is about. 
With an IMDB rating of 
8.8, Vaalvi is one of the 
highest-rated Marathi 
films. It was appreciated 
by critics and viewers 
alike for its unique plot.

New Delhi: The sequel 
to the 2019 hit movie 
‘Dream Girl’ has been 
a hot topic since the an-
nouncement, now a teas-
er has taken over the in-
ternet and fans have been 
going gaga over it. It fea-
tured Ayushmann Khur-
rana in his quirky yet 
charming avatar of Pooja 
talking to ‘Pathaan.’ The 
teaser has been received 
very well by fans, who 
have flooded social me-
dia with messages of 
love and appreciation for 
Ayushmann and Ektaa. 
Fans have been par-
ticularly impressed with 
Ayushmann’s portrayal 
of Pooja, his comic tim-
ing has left fans eagerly 
waiting for the movie’s 
release. On Twitter, fans 
have been sharing the 
asset and expressing 
their excitement for the 
movie’s release. Many 
fans have praised Ay-
ushmann’s acting skills, 
some fans have even gone 
on to call Ayushmann 
the ‘king of unconven-

tional roles.’ Fans have 
also been lauding Ektaa 
R Kapoor for producing 
yet another entertaining 
movie. On Instagram, 
fans have been flooding 
Ayushmann and Ektaa’s 
handles with messages 
of love and appreciation. 
Ayushmann shared the 
asset on his handle and 
fans have been shower-
ing him with compli-
ments on his look, acting 
skills, and his choice of 
movies. Ektaa, too, has 
been receiving a lot of 
love from fans, who have 
been praising her for pro-
ducing yet another suc-
cessful movie. Directed 
by Raaj Shaandilyaa and 
produced by Ektaa R Ka-
poor, ‘Dream Girl 2’ is 
set to hit theaters on 7th 
July, 2023. Ektaa, too, 
has been receiving a lot 
of love from fans, who 
have been praising her 
for producing yet anoth-
er successful movie. Di-
rected by Raaj Shaandi-
lyaa and produced by 
Ektaa R Kapoor,


