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‘Not the way to run House’: 

Dhankhar Adjourns Rajya Sabha 

Till March 13, Warns Kharge

Delhi Lt Governor Recalls 
Files On Pending Infra, 

Cites AAP “Inaction”

“Can’t Be Displaced 
Until...”: Delhi Govern-

ment Opposes

PM Modi inaugurates Aero India 2023
Delhi Feb13: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Mon-
day showcased India as an 
attractive destination for 
investment in the defence 
manufacturing sector, and 
said it will move towards 
becoming one of the lead-
ing exporters of military 
hardware globally. Modi 
made the comments in his 
address after inaugurating 
the 14th edition of Aero 
India at the Yalahanka Air 
Force station complex on 
the outskirts of Bengaluru. 
The five-day exhibition 
is being participated by 
over 700 defence compa-
nies and delegates from 
98 countries, officials said. 
This edition of Aero India is 
showcasing the country as 

an emerging hub for man-
ufacturing of military air-
craft, helicopters, military 
equipment and new-age 
avionics. They said around 
250 business-to-business 

agreements are expected 
to be firmed up at Aero In-
dia which is estimated to 
unlock investment to the 
tune of around Rs 75,000 
crore. “New India” of 21st 

century will neither miss 
any opportunity nor will 
there be any shortage in its 
hard work, Modi said. The 
prime minister said India 
today is not only a market 
but also a potential defence 
partner for so many coun-
tries, adding the nation is 
moving towards becoming 
one of the leading export-
ers of military hardware 
globally. “Today, Aero India 
is not only a show, but it is 
also reflection of India’s self 
confidence and capabili-
ties,” he said in the presence 
of top executives of various 
global defence majors and 
delegates from a signifi-
cant number of countries. 
He said Aero India’ reflects 
India’s new strength and 

aspirations. Today, our suc-
cesses are a proof of India’s 
potential, he said, noting 
that the indigenously de-
veloped Tejas aircraft is an 
example of it. A plethora 
of aircraft of the Indian Air 
Force displayed their aerial 
prowess in an air show at 
the event. The theme of 
Aero India is “The runway 
to a billion opportunities” 
and is aimed at projecting 
India’s growth and capa-
bilities in the defence and 
aerospace sector. The focus 
of the event is to showcase 
indigenous equipment and 
technologies and forging 
partnerships with foreign 
companies, in line with 
‘Make in India, Make for 
the World’ vision of the 

government, officials said. 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh said Aero India will 
act as a catalyst in further 
growth of the aerospace 
sector in India. Singh will 
host a Defence Ministers’ 
conclave on Tuesday on 
the theme “Shared Pros-
perity through Enhanced 
Engagements in Defence 
(SPEED)”. The major exhibi-
tors at Aero India include 
Airbus, Boeing, Dassault 
Aviation, Lockheed Martin, 
Israel Aerospace Industry, 
BrahMos Aerospace, Army 
Aviation, HC Robotics, 
SAAB, Safran, Rolls Royce, 
Larsen & Toubro, Bharat 
Forge Limited, Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL), 
Bharat Electronics.

“BJP Guarantees Development”
The Prime Minister accused the Congress and the CPI (M) of promoting violence and corruption. He said the Left 

and Congress are doing ‘kusti’ (fight) in Kerala and ‘dosti’ (friendship) in Tripura.
Delhi Feb13: Choosing the 
BJP is a guarantee of de-
velopment, underscored 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi at a rally in Tripura 
today, and appealed to 
the people to vote for a 
double engine govern-
ment to reap benefits. The 
Prime Minister accused the 
Congress and the CPI (M) 
of promoting violence and 
corruption. He said the Left 
and Congress are doing 
‘kusti’ (fight) in Kerala and 
‘dosti’ (friendship) in Tripu-

ra. “Many people belong-
ing to the Congress party 
were killed by the Left cad-
res in Tripura. The victim 
Congress family members 
would never vote for the 
Left parties. All of you reject 
the unholy alliance for the 
betterment of Tripura,” the 
Prime Minister said on his 
second visit within a week 
to the state which is set to 
go to polls on February 16. 
The votes will be counted 
on March 2. PM Modi, ex-
uding confidence to win 

the election by a huge mar-
gin, said that his party does 
the politics of “badlav”, not 
“badla”. “BJP does politics 
of change, not revenge. We 
do politics of public interest 
and national interest. That’s 
why this time BJP is coming 
back with more votes than 
last time,” PM Modi said. 
The Prime Minister hit out 
at the Congress-Left alli-
ance, saying that they have 
pushed the state to the 
brink of destruction. ”The 
first condition for devel-

opment is rule of law and 
order. The Communist rule 
had pushed Tripura to the 
brink of destruction. The 
people of Tripura can never 
forget the chaotic situation 
wherein cadres had taken 
hostage every aspect of life. 
The Left had treated the 
people of Tripura as slaves 
and themselves as kings,” 
PM Modi said, adding that 
only the BJP brought peace 
and established rule of law 
in Tripura.

Efforts Afoot To Have Built-In 
Satellite Tuners In TV Sets

Delhi Feb13: Information 
and Broadcasting Minister 
Anurag Thakur on Mon-
day said efforts are afoot 
to have a built-in satellite 
tuner in television sets to 
offer access to over 200 
channels, a move that 
could make set-top boxes 
redundant. He said there 
has been a humongous ex-
pansion of general enter-
tainment channels on Free 
Dish, which has helped 
attract crores of viewers. 
“I have made a new begin-
ning in my department. If 
your television has a built-

in satellite tuner, then there 
will be no need to have a 
separate set-top box. One 
can have access to more 
than 200 channels at the 
click of the remote,” he 
told reporters. The minis-
ter, however, made it clear 
that the decision in this 
matter is yet to be taken. In 
December last year, Thakur 
had written to Electronics 
and Information Technol-
ogy Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw to issue directions to 
television manufacturers to 
adopt the standards issued 
by the Bureau of Industrial 
Standards for built-in satel-
lite tuners. Television sets 
with built-in satellite tuners 
would enable reception of 
free-to-air television and 
radio channels by mount-
ing a small antenna at a 
suitable place such as at 
the rooftop or side wall of a 
building.

‘He Insulted Me Directly’
Rahul Gandhi Attacks PM Modi over Parliament Speech
New Delhi feb13: Congress 
Wayanad MP Rahul Gandhi 
on Monday (February 13, 
2023) accused Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi of insult-
ing him and alleged that 
his words were not taken 
off the record during par-
liamentary proceedings. 
Rahul Gandhi made these 
remarks a day after the Lok 
Sabha Secretariat sought 
Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi’s reply on the Breach 
of Privilege notice issued 
against him by the BJP. Ra-
hul Gandhi claimed that 
parts of his speeches were 
expunged although he did 

not insult anybody. “Parts 
of my speech in Parliament 
were removed. I did not in-
sult anybody. I was asked 
to show proof with regards 
to what I said and I have 
written a letter to the Lok 

Sabha Speaker with every 
point they have removed 
along with supporting 
proof,” said Rahul Gandhi. I 
don’t expect my words will 
be allowed to go on the re-
cord. The PM of the coun-

try directly insult me but 
his words are not taken off 
the record. He said why is 
your name Gandhi and not 
Nehru,” he added. Earlier, 
Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Pralhad Joshi and BJP 
MP Nishikant Dubey issued 
privilege notice against 
Rahul over “misleading, de-
rogatory, unparliamentary 
and incriminatory state-
ments” during a discussion 
of the motion of thanks on 
the President’s address. Ra-
hul Gandhi also said that 
PM Modi thinks he is pow-
erful but he doesn’t realise 
the absolute.

Cadre Raj In Tripura During 25 Years Of
Congress-Left Misrule”: Amit Shah

Agartala:Feb13 :  Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
on Sunday said that after 
27 years of “misrule” by the 
Left-Front, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) “restored 
peace” in Tripura. Mr Shah 
arrived in poll-bound Tri-
pura on Saturday night. 
Speaking at the Vijay Sank-
alp Rally in Chandipur, he 
said, “The BJP has restored 
peace and stability in Tri-
pura by signing a peace ac-
cord with insurgent groups. 
Earlier, Tripura was marred 
by fear, violence and cor-
ruption under Congress 
and communist regimes.” 
“Your vote will change the 
fate of Tripura. Give your 
vote to BJP and see devel-

opment in the state,” he 
added. Hitting out at Con-
gress and the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist), 
Mr Shah said both parties 
ignored the plight of the 
poor and tribal people of 
Tripura. “The Congress-Left 
alliance has done nothing 
for the poor and tribal peo-
ple of Tripura. They have 
only exploited the people 

of the state by doing noth-
ing. After coming to power 
in the state, the BJP worked 
for the all-around develop-
ment of Tripura. The state 
which was riddled with cor-
ruption and violence has 
now seen development 
under Biplab Kumar Deb 
and Manik Saha,” Mr Shah 
said. Mr Shah said “Cadre 
Raj” dominated Tripura dur-
ing the 25 years of rule by 
Left parties. “The commu-
nist cadre killed Congress 
workers, but now they 
have formed an alliance 
to defeat the BJP. But that 
will not happen because 
we have done great work 
in the state in the last five 
years. If they are voted to 

power, then ‘Jungle Raj’ will 
return to Tripura,” he add-
ed. Mr Shah claimed that 
during the Congress-Left 
rule in the state, Tripura 
saw many scams including 
the ₹ 115 crore MGNREGA 
scam, the chit fund scam, 
and others. Addressing a 
public gathering in Unakoti 
district, the Union Home 
Minister alleged that the 
Pradyot Deb Barma-led 
Tipra Motha Party (TMP) 
has signed a “secret pact” 
with the Congress-Left alli-
ance. “After CPI(M) formed 
an alliance with Congress, 
they proved that they can-
not defeat the BJP,” he said. 
“The Left Front has made 
Tipra Motha one of their 

Adani-Hindenburg row: Centre agrees
to SC proposal of setting up of a panel 
of experts on regulatory mechanism

New Delhi feb13: The Centre has no objec-
tion to a proposal for setting up a panel of 
domain experts to look into strengthening 
the regulatory mechanisms for the stock 
market, the Supreme Court was told on 
Monday while it was hearing pleas relating 
to the Adani stocks rout after the Hinden-
burg report. The central government, how-
ever, told a bench headed by Chief Jus-

tice DY Chandrachud that it 

wanted to give the names 
of the domain experts for 
the committee and the 
scope of its mandate in a 
sealed cover in larger inter-
est. Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, appearing for the 
Centre and SEBI, said that 
the market regulator and 
other statutory bodies are 
equipped to deal with the 
present situation arising 
out of the Hindenburg re-
port. “The government has 
no objection to forming a 
committee. But, the remit 
of the committee, we can 
suggest. We can provide 
names in a sealed cover,” 
the law officer said. Mehta 
apprehended that any “un-
intentional” message on 
setting up of the panel may 
have some adverse impact 
on the inflow of money. 

The top court 
has now listed 
two PILs, al-
leging exploi-

tation of innocent investors 
and “artificial crashing” of 
the Adani Group’s stock 
value, for hearing on Fri-
day. On February 10, the 
top court said the interests 
of Indian investors need to 
be protected against mar-
ket volatility in the back-
drop of the Adani stocks 
rout and asked the Centre 
to consider setting up a 
panel of domain experts 
headed by a former judge 
to look into strengthen-
ing the regulatory mecha-
nisms. It had also sought 
the views of the Securities 
and Exchange Board of In-
dia (SEBI) and the Centre as 
to how to ensure a robust 
mechanism is in place since 
the capital movement now 
is “seamless” in the country.

Air Passenger Traffic To Further Rise In 
2023: Union Minister Kishan Reddy

New Delhi feb13: Air pas-
senger traffic is expected 
to further rise this year 
due to G20 meetings and 
other factors, Union minis-
ter G Kishan Reddy said on 
Monday as he highlighted 
the progress made by the 
country’s civil aviation sec-
tor. The government is also 
making efforts to make 
the country a hub for MRO 
(Maintenance, Repair and 
Overhaul) activities of air-
craft, increase the number 

of operational flight routes 
as well as the airports, ac-
cording to the minister. In-
dia is the world’s third larg-
est aviation market and the 
air traffic is on the rise after 
the sector was significantly 
impacted by the coronavi-
rus pandemic. Reddy, who 
is the tourism minister, said 
there will be an increase in 
air passenger traffic by the 
end of 2023 due to G20 
meetings and other factors. 
Aviation is key for tourism 
and cultural exchanges, he 
added. While mentioning 
about the regional air con-
nectivity scheme UDAN 
(Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik), 
Reddy said an amount of Rs 
2,360 crore has been given 
as viability gap funding for 
the scheme so far. On Feb-
ruary 12.

Part 1 Of 
Budget 
Session 
Concludes, 
Lok Sabha To 
Meet Again On 
March 13
Delhi Feb13: Lok Sabha was 
adjourned on Monday for a 
month-long recess and will 
meet again on March 13. 
The first part of the Budget 
session saw Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi responding 
to a debate on the ‘Motion 
of Thanks to the President’s 
Address’ and Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
tabling the Union Budget. 
The session began on Janu-
ary 31 with the address of 
President Droupadi Murmu 
to a joint sitting of Lok Sab-
ha and Rajya Sabha. During 
the first part of the session, 
Sitharaman also replied to 
the general discussion on 
the Union Budget.

Congress 
Did 
‘Irreparable 
Damage’ To 
Judiciary 
Back In 
Time: BJP
Delhi Feb13: The BJP on 
Monday rebutted Con-
gress’ criticism of the ap-
pointment of a former 
Supreme Court judge as 
governor, saying the party 
did “irreparable damage” to 
the judiciary when it was in 
power and cited instances 
from the past. “History les-
sons for Mallikarjun Kharge 
ji and Rahul Gandhi. Indira 
Gandhi twice superseded 
the senior Judge of the 
Supreme Court, wanting 
to have a committed judi-
ciary. “Did irreparable dam-
age to India & Judiciary. 
India didn’t get the finest 
CJI it deserved in Justice 
HR Khanna,” BJP spokesper-
son Gaurav Bhatia tweeted. 
Accusing the Congress of 
having a “bitter past”, he 
said its leader Bahrul Islam 
resigned.

Aero India 
2023 gives 
India new 
identity in 
the world: 
Rajnath
Delhi Feb13 Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh Monday 
stated that Aero India Show 
2023 has given a strength 
to the Indian defence sec-
tor and a new identity to 
the country in the world. 
He was addressing the 
gathering at Yelahanka 
Airbase in Bengaluru at 
the inaugural programme 
of Aero India Show 2023. 
“In the last few years, our 
defence sector has trav-
elled a long journey. The 
sector has achieved many 
successes. These successes 
have become pillars of 
the Indian defence sector. 
Aero India is one of those 
pillars. Step by step it has 
strengthened India’s de-
fence sector,” Rajnath Singh 
said. “Under PM Modi’s 
leadership, the country 
is achieving glory in all 
sectors. The country has 
made a mark in the politi-
cal and economic spheres 
of the world and emerged 
as a strong player,” he said. 
“Aero India show exhib-
its the aerospace sectors’ 
prowess. This show has two 
important characteristics. 
One is height and another 
is speed. These two charac-
teristics also symbolize the 
PM’s working personality,” 
he stated. “He symbolizes 
the height of integrity and 
commitment for India. The 
speed could be seen in de-
cision making and delivery 
of results. In the world In-
dia is emerging as a shin-
ing star and it is also taking 
many countries along.
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Telangana Legislative Assembly, 
Council adjourned sine die

Hyderabad: The Telan-
gana Legislative Assem-
bly and Council were 
adjourned sine die on 
Sunday after passing the 
State Appropriation Bill, 
2023 by a voice vote. 
Speaker Pocharam Srini-
vas Reddy adjourned the 
House after the day’s 
business was transacted. 
Giving details of the sta-

tistics of the proceedings 
of the House, the Speaker 
said the House met for 
7 days and held over 56 
hours and 25 minutes of 
proceedings in which 
five bills and one gov-
ernment resolution were 
passed. He said 38 ques-
tions were answered, 
78 supplementaries and 
41 speeches were made 

by the members of the 
House during the seven 
days of the Budget ses-
sion. ALSO READ Gov-
ernance of Congress and 
BJP forced me to form 
BRS: CM KCR 7.70 per 
cent green cover increase 
in Telangana: Indrakaran 
Reddy Legislative Coun-
cil chairman Gutha Suk-
ender Reddy adjourned 

the House after the day’s 
business was transacted. 
The chairman said the 
House met for five days 
and held over 17 hours 
of proceedings, during 
which one resolution was 
adopted and five Bills 
were passed. He said 
the answer to 15 starred 
questions were given in 
the House. Legislative 
Assembly Time Taken: 
Leader of the House: 2 
hours 31 minutes, Floor 
leader of AIMIM: 5 
hours 20 minutes, Floor 
Leader of Cong: 3 hours 
14 minutes Ministers: 
30 hours 43 minutes 
BRS: 11 hours 05 min-
utes AIMIM: 6 hours 04 
minutes Cong: 5 hours 
46 minutes BJP: 2 hours 
33 minutes Legislative 
Council: Time Taken: 
CM/Ministers: 7 hours 
42 minutes BRS: 5 hours 
33 minutes AIMIM: 38 
minutes Cong: 1 hour 06 
minutes PRTU: 51 min-
utes Ind/nominated: 1 
hour 06 minutes

Governance of Congress and BJP forced 
me to form BRS: CM KCR

Hyderabad: Chief Min-
ister K Chandrashek-
har Rao said on Sunday 
that he was forced to 
form the Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi and venture into 
national politics after 
getting vexed with the 
governance of both the 
Congress and the BJP. 
Both these parties had 
failed the people of the 
country over decades and 
preferred to cater to their 
political goals rather than 
addressing issues plagu-
ing the country. “Despite 
availability of abundant 
natural resources, the 
Congress and the BJP 
could not cater to the ba-
sic needs of the people 
of the nation. Without a 
farmer-friendly govern-
ment at the Centre, this 
nation cannot progress,” 
he said, raising his slogan 
of “Ab ki Baar, Kisan 
Sarkar”. ALSO READ 
Bandi’s comment on 
Secretariat domes: CM 
KCR says people won’t 
sit and watch CM KCR 
questions PM Modi over 
Census study Replying 

to the discussion on the 
State budget in the As-
sembly, the BRS Presi-
dent explained about 
what prompted him to 
form the BRS. India had 
nearly 50 percent of its 
land fertile enough for 
cultivation. The country’s 
rivers had nearly 70,000 
TMC of water of which 
only 21,000 TMC were 
being utilised. Similarly, 
despite availability of 
nearly 361 billion tonnes 
of coal reserves required 
to supply electricity to 
the nation for 125 years, 
India was importing coal. 
“We have a concrete plan 
to address two major is-
sues – water and power 
supply, which are plagu-
ing the country for de-
cades. We will supply 
water to every acre and 
drinking water to every 
household within four-
five years. We will en-
sure uninterrupted power 
to all within two-three 
years,” he added. React-
ing to the Opposition’s 
remarks over his assur-
ance to supply water from 

Sri Ram Sagar project to 
Maharashtra, the Chief 
Minister said he was an 
Indian first before being 
the son of Telangana and 
that he wanted the coun-
try develop on the lines 
of Telangana. He said the 
Babri Masjid issue was a 
meagre one compared to 
over 2,000 TMC water 
from Godavari River was 
going waste into the sea. 
He felt that States could 
not trust the Centre to 
address the inter-State 
river water disputes and 
20-year delay in finalis-
ing Telangana’s share in 
Krishna River water was 
a classic example. “If 
the Chief Ministers of 
all the stakeholder States 
are willing, I am ready 
to resolve all inter-State 
disputes across the table. 
We have done it with Ma-
harashtra and completed 
the Kaleshwaram project 
successfully,” he said. 
On recent disruptions in 
power supply in the State, 
Chandrashekhar attribut-
ed it to a technical prob-
lem in transmission lines 

due to increased power 
consumption in the State. 
He said the issue was re-
solved and there would 
be no power cuts even if 
the load goes upto 16,000 
MW. Following requests 
from MLAs, the Chief 
Minister announced that 
the State government 
completed construction 
of 650 checkdams in 
first phase and will soon 
take up second phase of 
checkdams for which 
budgetory allocations 
have been made. In re-
sponse to issues raised by 
BJP MLA Eatala Rajen-
der, he announced that the 
diet charges of University 
students will be revised 
shortly. He instructed the 
Ministers to take note of 
the issues raised by Ra-
jender and resolve them. 
He instructed the Min-
isters to take note of the 
issues raised by Rajender 
and resolve them. He in-
structed the Ministers to 
take note of the issues 
raised by Rajender and 
resolve them.

2024 will see end of BJP regime in country, says CM KCRIIT-Hyderabad to hold techno-
cultural fest from Feb 17

Hyderabad: The student 
community of IIT Hy-
derabad is organizing the 
14th edition of its annual 
techno-cultural fest ‘Elan 
and nVision’ with the 
theme ‘Secrets of Valen-
row – A mystical town 
awaits’ between Febru-
ary 17 and 19. The tech-
no-fest, being organized 
in offline mode for the 
first time in two-years, 
will feature interesting 

academic sessions in the 
form of workshops and 
seminars and loads of fun 
events that will be an-
chored by DJs, stand-up 
comedians, and singers. 
ALSO READ Banana 
cultivation as internal 
crop yields profits for 
Nalgonda farmers The 
‘Elan and nVision, for 
which Telangana Today 
is the media partner, also 
has a social cause theme 

‘Ikshana – Save Animals’ 
featuring actress Amala 
Akkineni, who will de-
liver a talk on the value of 
animal lives. The CEO of 
Ramoji Film City, Sesha 
Kanthamraju will discuss 
on the topic ‘Creative 
thinking inside the box.’ 
Entertainers who are 
scheduled to participate 
include Indie rock band 
Anand Bhaskar Collec-
tive, singer Gajendra 
Verma, stand-up comic 
Aashish Solanki, musi-
cians DJ Shaan and elec-
tronic pop-duo DJ Zeph-
yrtone. The fest also has 
an online treasure hunt 
Cryptex and Hip-hop 
group dance competition, 
fun quiz, robo-soccer for 
robotic enthusiasts and a 
ramp show for modeling 
aspirants.

7.70 per cent green cover increase in 
Telangana: Indrakaran Reddy

Hyderabad: Forests and 
Environment Minister 
A Indrakaran Reddy on 
Sunday informed the As-
sembly that there was 
an increase of 7.70 per-
cent in green coverage 
in Telangana from 2015 
to 2021. Replying to a 
question raised by BRS 
members Kranthi Kiran, 
D Manohar Reddy and 
Ajmeera Rekha during 
the Question Hour, In-
drakaran Reddy said as 
per the assessment made 
by the Forest Survey of 
India using the satel-

lite remote sensing data, 
the forest cover of the 
State had increased by 
7.70 percent during the 
last six years. in Krishna 
River water To improve 
green cover in the State, 
the government has 
planned to undertake a 

massive plantation pro-
gramme during the next 
two years. He said as part 
of the Haritha Haram 
programme, about 19.29 
crore saplings would be 
planted during 2023 and 
20.02 crore during 2024. 
Under the CAMPA Soil 

Moisture Conservation 
programme, about 6.7 
lakh acres of degraded 
forest lands were being 
rejuvenated to improve 
green cover, he said. In-
drakaran Reddy said that 
10 percent of the annual 
budget of Gram Pan-
chayat and municipalities 
was being earmarked for 
taking up sapling planta-
tion programmes in GP 
and urban local bodies. 
Geotagging of saplings 
was being done to ensure 
proper monitoring, he 
said.

Hyderabad: Armed with 
facts and figures from 
the Comptroller Auditor 
General of India, Chief 
Minister K Chandrashek-
har Rao on Sunday laid 
threadbare every aspect 
of the BJP-led Centre’s 
failures and its discrimi-
nation towards Telangana 
and wound up saying that 
the BJP regime would see 
its end in 2024. Speaking 
in the Assembly, Chan-
drashekhar Rao said that 
after the Bangladesh war, 
former Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi was hailed 
as invincible but people 
had dethroned the Con-
gress government. Inte-
grated Markets soon in 
every constituency, says 
CM KCR 134 tests in 
Basti Dawakhanas from 
March, says Harish Rao 
“Power is temporary and 
people will teach a fitting 

lesson with their votes,” 
he said, pointing out that 
the Centre announced 
157 medical colleges 
across the country, but 
not even one was sanc-
tioned for Telangana. 
Same was the case with 
nursing colleges. “Is this 
democracy or federal 
spirit?” he asked. “When 

the BJP cannot sanction 
one medical college to 
Telangana, why should 
we cast one vote for the 
BJP?” he continued, 
slamming the BJP gov-
ernment for its lack of 
vision and development. 
After the Modi govern-
ment came to power, 20 
lakh people had given 

up Indian citizenship. 
People were celebrat-
ing when their children 
secured Green Cards 
in the United States, he 
said, asking what such 
trends indicated. Stating 
that former Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh 
had performed well than 
Modi, the Chief Minis-
ter said the former never 
boasted about achieve-
ments and went about 
his job quietly. On the 
contrary, despite the na-
tion faring poorly across 
all sectors, the BJP gov-
ernment was making 
tall claims with false 
achievements, he said, 
referring to a book ‘The 
Lost Decade’ written by 
journalist Puja Mehra. 
After 2014, people be-
lieved in the BJP and 
made Narendra Modi 
the Prime Minister, but 

the country’s situation 
has turned from bad to 
worse since then, he said. 
Stressing that he was not 
a Congress member, the 
Chief Minister said had 
the country performed 
well as it did during 
Manmohan Singh’s rule, 
Telangana’s GSDP would 
have been Rs.16 lakh 
crore against the present 
Rs.13 lakh crore. Due to 
the BJP’s failure, Telan-
gana had lost Rs.3 lakh 
crore, he said, adding 
that despite going bank-
rupt in vision and per-
forming badly, the BJP 
government still tried for 
political one-upmanship. 
Referring to The Econo-
mist magazine’s story on 
the humbling of Gautam 
Adani being a test for 
Indian capitalism, the 
Chief Minister.

Bandi’s comment on Secretariat domes: 
CM KCR says people won’t sit and watch

Hyderabad: Chief Min-
ister K Chandrashekhar 
Rao on Sunday gave a 
strong counter to BJP 
State president Bandi 
Sanjay and TPCC presi-
dent A Revanth Reddy 
who recently called for 
demolishing the domes 
of the State Secretariat 
building and the Pragathi 
Bhavan respectively. 
He said the people of 
Telangana would not sit 
quiet and watch them 
destroying public prop-
erties. “Do they expect 
us to sit back and watch 
them? People will take 

care of those who talk 
nonsense,” he said, add-
ing that the Telangana 
government had hon-
oured Dr BR Ambed-

kar by naming the State 
Secretariat building after 
him. CM KCR questions 
PM Modi over Census 
study 2024 will see end 

of BJP regime in country, 
says CM KCR However, 
though he advised and 
the BRS MPs submitted 
a representation to the 
Centre to name the newly 
built Parliament building 
after the architect of the 
Indian Constitution, the 
BJP government had not 
responded. on Sankranti, 
the next day. Beautifully 
decorated bullock carts 
called ‘Prabhalu’ are 
taken in a procession on 
the Sankranti day, and 
the Brahmotsavam cur-
tains will come down on 
March 22.

CM KCR’s visit to Kondagattu
postponed to Wednesday The decision was taken in view of the rush of devotees at Kondagattu on Tuesday

Hyderabad: Chief Minister 
K Chandrashekhar Rao‘s 
visit to Kondagattu on 
Tuesday, has been post-
poned to Wednesday. The 
decision was taken in view 
of the rush of devotees at 
Kondagattu on Tuesday, 
considered to be auspi-
cious for Lord Anjayaneya. 
The officials have already 
made all arrangements for 
the Chief Minister’s visit. 
Chandrasekhar Rao has re-

cently announced Rs 100 
crore for the reconstruc-
tion of the famous An-
janeya temple at Konda-
gattu in Jagtial district. 
Accordingly, he was sched-
uled to visit the temple on 
Tuesday and inspect it at 
the field level, before dis-
cussing with the officials 
to finalise the develop-
ment plan. Accordingly, 
the Chief Minister will go 
to Kondagattu temple 

on Wednesday and have 
darshan of Sri Anjaneya 
Swamy. He will inspect the 
existing facilities at Kon-
eru Pushkarini, Kondala-

rayuni Gutta, Seethamma 
Vari Kannitidhara, Bethala 
Swamy temple and other 
places. After inspecting the 
temple, he will hold a re-
view meeting with the offi-
cials in the conference hall 
of JNTU campus, on the 
temple development proj-
ect which has been long 
overdue. The 400-year-old 
temple lacks facilities and 
authorities have already 
submitted reports request-

ing the State government 
to develop the shrine. Art 
director and Yadadri tem-
ple architect Anand Sai vis-
ited the Kondagattu shrine 
on Sunday and examined 
the temple for the devel-
opment project. A master 
plan would be prepared 
to provide all facilities to 
devotees by verifying sur-
vey records and discussing 
with priests. All develop-
mental works.

Melody of Rhythm’ concert to be held on Feb 18
The concert is conceptualised by Savani Events of 
Pune and the ArtHub Foundation of Hyderabad

Hyderabad: Hyderaba-
dis are going to witness 
a memorable concert 
of a life-time by the In-
dian musical duo – Us-
tad Zakir Hussain who is 
a tabla player, composer, 
percussionist and music 
producer; and Pt. Rakesh 
Chaurasia, a flautist who 
plays the bansuri, at Shil-
pakala Vedika on February 
18. The poster unveiling 
of the historic ‘Melody of 
Rhythm’ concert was at-

tended at iSprout Business 
Centre, Purva Summit in 
HITEC City, online and of-
fline, by Pt. Rakesh Chaura-
sia, Dr Shrinivas, founder of 
ArtHub; Vags representa-
tives Shiva Teja and Puneet 

Goel, along with the 
founder of iSprout Sun-
dari Patibanlda and head 
of Savani Events Surendra 
Mohite and Archana Puro-
hit, and other sponsors. On 
this occasion, Pt. Chaurasia 
said that sharing the stage 
with Ustad Zakir Hussain is 
a different experience for 
any artiste and “it is a mat-
ter of fortune for me to be 
part of the concert”. Music 
connoisseurs are waiting 
eagerly.
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CARRERA EYEWEAR COLLABORATES WITH PROWL, 
Mumbai, 11th February 
2023: Carrera the re-
nowned Italian lifestyle 
and sports eyewear brand 
has announced its collab-
oration with Prowl, the 
famous active lifestyle 
brand of Bollywood actor 
Tiger Shroff to launch the 
‘Carrera x Prowl’ eye-
wear collection. Through 
this association Carrera 
aims to widen its appeal 
among aspiring young 
customers and millennial 
groups that live by their 
own rules and approach 
life standing out from the 
crowd. With Tiger Shroff 
as the face of Carrera 
Prowl, the new collection 
incorporates the bold and 
unique sense of style of 
the wearers and will be 
extensively promoted via 
all channels to strengthen 
the brand presence across 
India. On the announce-
ment of this association, 
Ashutosh Vaidya, Man-
aging Director, Safilo 
India Pvt. Ltd. said “We 
are delighted to part-
ner with one of India’s 
most promising lifestyle 

brands – Prowl by Tiger 
Shroff that has witnessed 
unprecedented popu-
larity among the youth 
within a short span, ow-
ing to the star who stands 
as an icon of dedication 
and a fit lifestyle for the 
youth, having continu-
ously inspired many to 
follow the path. Prowl 
revolves around having 
a feeling of power, con-
fidence, and continuity 

that perfectly embodies 
the brand values of Car-
rera. I am confident that 
the Carrera Prowl collec-
tion will be hugely popu-
lar among sports and life-
style enthusiasts and will 
be particularly embraced 
by millennials. Espe-
cially with someone like 
Tiger behind it, who has 
great appeal among the 
kids, youth and also the 
masses, it is going to be 

an exciting association.” 
“Carrera is the perfect 
embodiment of Prowl 
as it genuinely connects 
with its bold, cheerful, 
and fearless outlook. I am 
honored to partner with 
Carrera which is synony-
mous with pioneering 
design and a great legacy 
and super excited to en-
dorse the Carrera Prowl 
collection. I have always 
been an outdoor person 

and have a keen fascina-
tion for eyewear. Carrera 
Prowl is a personifica-
tion of me and a perfect 
lifestyle accessory for 
the youth who is always 
on the move” said Tiger 
Shroff. Carrera x Prowl 
collection: The C Logo 
Easy series from Car-
rera Prowl represents the 
most recognizable shapes 
of the active concept that 
are newly interpreted to 
embody the iconic de-
signs in a more contem-
porary way. Dedicated to 
a younger and more sport-
ive target, these models 
take inspiration from the 
sportswear industry bear-
ing contrasting colours 
and lightweight materials 
that make them unique, 
thanks to the iconic C on 
the temples. Bi-injected 
styles from Carrera x 
Prowl apply technical 
features that combined 
together ensure to offer 
to the wearer comfort and 
durability paired with the 
perfect fitting. On top, 
flexible hinges ensure ad-
ditional grip for any out-
door sports activity.

Thiruvananthapuram: Se-
nior Congress leader and 
former Kerala chief min-
ister Oommen Chandy 
was on Sunday airlifted 
to a private hospital in 
Bengaluru, party sources 
said. Mr Chandy had 
been admitted to a pri-
vate hospital in nearby 
Neyyattinkara for treat-
ment after he was in-
fected with pneumonia. 
The Congress veteran, 
who was taken out of the 
hospital in a wheelchair, 
thanked the doctors and 
staff of the hospital and 
said there was no basis 
for the concerns regard-
ing the treatment given 
to him. “There is no basis 
for the controversy relat-
ed to my treatment,” Mr 
Chandy said in a feeble 
voice to the media. His 
wife, two daughters and 
son, Chandy Oommen, 
accompanied the senior 
leader to Bengaluru. On 
Saturday, AICC general 
secretary in-charge of or-
ganisation K C Venugo-
pal had said the Congress 

has decided to shift CMr 
handy to a hospital in 
Bengaluru. Earlier, con-
cerns were raised from 
various quarters over 
his deteriorating health. 
On Amit Shah’s Jibe At 
Kerala, Chief Minis-
ter’s “Everyone Knows” 
Counter On Amit Shah’s 
Jibe At Kerala, Chief 
Minister’s “Everyone 
Knows” Counter Watch: 
Man’s Soulful Rendition 
Of <i>’Teri Deewani’</
i> Impresses Kerala Cops 
On Night Duty Watch: 
Man’s Soulful Rendi-
tion Of ‘Teri Deewani’ 
Impresses Kerala Cops 
On Night Duty Man Ar-
rested For Attacking 

Union Minister V Mu-
raleedharan’s House In 
Kerala Man Arrested For 
Attacking Union Minis-
ter V Muraleedharan’s 
House In Kerala His rela-
tives had alleged that the 
veteran Congress leader 
was being denied proper 
medical care by his close 
family members. As the 
social media was abuzz 
with reports of his health 
condition, Mr Chandy 
had posted a video on 
his son’s Facebook page, 
claiming that he was 
given proper care by his 
family and the party. The 
development came after 
Oommen Chandy’s 42 
close relatives,.

Telangana Urdu Working Journalists Association 
Nirmal, February, 
13,(M.A.Waseem, Staff 
Reporter) An organiza-
tional elections of Telan-
gana Urdu Working Jour-
nalists Union (TUWJU) 
district Nirmal were held 
at the office of Telangana 
Muslim Employees As-
sociation Nirmal under 
the supervision of the 
state general secretary 
of the organization Mufti 
Rayeesuddin Qasmi, in 
the presence of Muham-
mad Abdul Azeem state 
member.  Faheem Ahmed 
Khan, Staff Reporter, 
Munsif Daily, was elect-
ed the District Patron 
of the organization, and 
Wasiullah Khan, Staff 
Reporter, Etemaad Dai-
ly, Nirmal District, was 
elected President, Khaja 
Abdul Baseer, Shaik 

Parvez, Mir Waris Ali, 
Vice Presidents, Muham-
mad Muzammil, Report-
er, Munsif TV Bhainsa 
was elected General Sec-
retary, Syed Zahid Hash-
mi was elected Joint Sec-
retary, Salman Sheikh 
and Ahmed Shah Khan 
were elected Organizing 
Secretaries, Muhammad 
Azharuddin was elected 
Treasurer, Abdul Ahad 
Sahil Bhainsa was elect-
ed publicity secretary, 
beside Muhammad Lisa-
nul Haq Bhainsa, Mu-
hammad Abdul Aleem 
Nirmal, Syed Rahmat 
Bhainsa,  Syed Sarfaraz 
Bhainsa, Aleemuddin 
Khanapur, Hafiz Qaiser 
Pasha Khanapur and Mu-
hammad Faheemuddin 
were elected members. 
Earlier, the state general 

secretary of the organiza-
tion and election observ-
er Mufti Rayeesuddin 
Qasmi said that this orga-
nization has been regis-
tered as a trade union.  He 
said that uniting all Urdu 
journalists and trying to 
solve all the problems 
faced by them is the main 
objective of this union.  
He said that under the 
guidance of the state pa-
tron of the organization, 
Sajid Meraj and the state 
president, Shujauddin If-
tekhari known as Haqqa-
ni Pasha, work is being 
done to unite Urdu jour-
nalists across the state 
and solve the problems 
faced by them.  He gave 
important suggestions 
and advices to strengthen 
and stabilize the organi-
zation in Nirmal district. 

He said that all problems 
of the Urdu journalists 
including accreditation 
cards and benefits from 
various official schemes 
introduced by the gov-
ernment will be resolved 
and every democratic 
method including protest 
will be adopted to solve 
the problems of Urdu 
journalists. He said that 
problems can be solved 
only through united ef-
forts and struggle. He 
advised newly elected 
office bearers and mem-
bers of the union to work 
together for the develop-
ment and promotion of 
Urdu language and Urdu 
journalism and actively 
participate in the activi-
ties of the Union for the 
welfare of Urdu jour-
nalists.  So that we can 

get our legitimate right. 
On this occasion newly 
elected District Presi-
dent Wasiullah Khan and 
District General Secre-
tary Muhammad Mu-
zammil were felicitated 
with flowers and shawls 
and congratulated by the 
members. The state pa-
tron of the organization 
Sajid Meraj, senior jour-
nalists of Nirmal District 
and leaders of Telangana 
Urdu Working Journal-
ists Federation Nirmal 
District M.A.Waseem, 
Muhammad Muqeemud-
din, Iftekhar Ahmad, 
Muhammad Akbar Khan, 
M.A. Rasheed also con-
gratulated Telangana 
Urdu Working Journal-
ists Association Nirmal 
District   newly elected 
body.

Man Arrested For Attacking Union 
Minister V Muraleedharan’s 

House In Kerala

Thiruvananthapuram: A 
46-year-old man was ar-
rested on Sunday for al-
legedly attacking the res-
idence of Union Minister 
V Muraleedharan here 
last week, police said. 
Manoj, a Kannur resident 
was picked up in Tham-
panoor near Thiruvana-
nthapuram. “We already 
had the CCTV visuals of 
the man and were trying 

to trace him. We found 
him in Thampanoor here 
while he was attempting 
to leave the city.” Asked 
about the reports sug-
gesting that the accused 
was suffering from men-
tal illness, the police said 
no medical records have 
been found to establish 
this. The man is said to 
be familiar with the lo-
cality and he was earlier 

working at many hotels 
in the city. We are look-
ing at all angles, police 
said, adding that he will 
be produced before the 
court,” the police said. 
Watch: Man’s Soul-
ful Rendition Of ’Teri 
Deewani’Impresses Ker-
ala Cops On Night Duty 
Watch: Man’s Soulful 
Rendition Of ‘Teri Dee-
wani’ Impresses Kerala 
Cops On Night Duty 
Kerala Ex Chief Minister 
Oommen Chandy Air-
lifted To Bengaluru For 
Treatment: Report Kerala 
dren In Drug Trap Ganja 
Post a comment On Feb-
ruary 9, unidentified men 
targeted Muraleedharan’s 
residence, smashing its 
window panel.

TNGOU district Hyd encourages to hoist 
Indian and Union Flag : 

Bureau Chief M.A.Samad 
: Hyderabad February 13 ; 
With the encouragement of 
TNGO’s Union, Hyderabad 
District President Sevaratna 
Dr. S.M.Hussaini (Mujeeb) 
Telangana state government 
employee Vemula Nitin, Se-
nior Assistant at I&PR De-
partment, climbed mountain 
at Argentina, South Amer-
ica and hoisted Indian Na-
tional Flag and the TNGO’s 
Union Flag.  On this occa-
sion, Vemula Nitin, while 
interacting with Mujeeb 
from Argentina, said that he 
was very proud to hoist the 
Indian National Flag and 
TNGO’s Union Flag on the 
Argentinian mountains, and 
thanked Dr.Mujeeb who 

supported him in his jour-
ney. Speaking to the media 
on this occasion, Dr.Mujeeb 
said that it was a matter of 
pride for a middle-class em-
ployee to climb a mountain 
in Argentina and hoist In-
dian National Flag and the 
TNGO’s Union Flags.  He 
said that he could not ex-
press his happiness in words 
and his eyes are filled with 
tears after seeing the photo 
that was sent. In the coming 
days, Telangana should be 
taken forward in all fields, 
everyone is doing their best 
as a government employee 
and under the kind admin-
istration of Kalvakuntla 
Chandrasekhara Rao both 
the employees.

District Collector Launches Annual 
Sports and Games Meet - 2023 : 

Press Media Bureau Chief 
M.A.Samad : Nizamabad 
February 13 ; Annual 
Sports and Games Meet 
- 2023 under the aus-
pices of Nizamabad Dis-
trict Police Department 
today 10 AM at District 
Police Parade Ground 
Hon’ble Nizamabad Dis-
trict Collector Rajeev 
Gandhi Hanmanthu, and 
Commissioner of Police 
K.R. Nagaraju. First, the 
District Collector took 
the parade salute and un-
furled the flag, and after 
lighting the light, the An-

nual Sports and Games 
Meet 2023 was inaugu-
rated.  Nawathe Srinivas 
carried the Olympic light 
and ran around the pa-
rade ground.  After that, 
the pledge was made. On 
this occasion, Hon’ble 
District Collector said 
that if the state is in peace 
and security today, it is 
the performance of po-
lice duty, those who are 
in uniform service are 
on duty 24 X 7, other de-
partments have all kinds 
of holidays, there are all 
kinds of festivals, what 

kind of holidays and fes-
tivals are there for police 
personnel.  that they are 
always on duty, this An-
nual Sports and Games 

Meet-2023 will bring 
excitement and fun to 
the policemen who are 
on such demanding du-
ties, and these sports will 

be very useful to give 
all kinds of strength and 
energy to the personnel 
to cope with the work 
pressure at all times.  He 
said that it creates a good 
relationship between 
people.  He said that it is 
highly commendable that 
these games are held in 
a friendly environment, 
take any inspiration from 
the victories and every-
one should be committed 
to the games.  Sportsper-
sons were asked to per-
form well at district level.

Veteran Journalist G Sekharan Nair, Ex Bureau 
Chief Of Kerala’s “Mathrubhumi” Daily, Dies

Thiruvananthapuram: 
Veteran journalist and 
former Thiruvanantha-
puram bureau chief of 
“Mathrubhumi” Daily, 
G Sekharan Nair passed 
away at a private hospi-
tal here, family members 
said. He was 75 and was 
undergoing treatment for 
heart-related ailments for 
some time, they said. G 
Sekharan Nair, who had 
joined the Mathrubhumi 

during the 1980s, worked 
in various bureaus and the 
desk of the well-known 
daily for several years. 

Known for his in-depth 
investigative reports and 
political write-ups, Nair 
also wrote several news 

series about corruption 
in various government 
departments including 
health, motor vehicle 
and housing-board which 
caught wide attention. 
G Sekharan Nair re-
ceived over 30 honours 
including three state 
media awards during 
his decades-long career. 
The Kerala Assembly 
recently honoured him 
for completing 25 years 

Ganja In Bags, Girls As Carriers: Kerala 
School Children In Drug Trap

Thiruvananthapuram: Few 
months ago, a shocking vid-
eo surfaced on social media 
in which a young woman 
was seen screaming loudly 
under the influence of drugs 
after being caught by police 
from a lodge in a central 
Kerala town during a raid. 
The investigation into the 
incident later revealed that 
the woman, once a bright 
student, was lured into the 
trap of drugs by the deadly 
mafia and was being used 

as a carrier to run their lu-
crative business. It was one 
of such several incidents 
that shook the collective 
consciousness of Kerala 
society, prompting the gov-
ernment to crack down on 
those engaged in the dirty 
business in the southern 
state. A new survey con-
ducted by Kerala police 
among youths below 21 
years of age, who were vic-
tims of substance abuse, has 
revealed another shocking 

fact that 40 percent of them 
were children below the age 
of 18. What is more fright-
ening is that majority of 
them were girl children and 
after falling prey to the drug 
cartels, they were being 
used as carriers. “In earlier 
days, substance abuse cases 
were reported more in col-
leges, now more cases are 
reported in schools and girl 
children are becoming vic-
tims of substance abuse,” 
says ADGP (Law and Or-

der), M R Ajith Kumar. Mr 
Kumar, who is also the state 
nodal officer for the anti-
drug campaign of the state 
police called ‘Yoddhav’, 
said women carriers are 
being used to lure girl chil-
dren into the trap. They first 
befriend the school going 
girls and then slowly intro-
duce them to the dangerous 
world of substance abuse, 
Mr Kumar told PTI. The 
senior police officer said 
the small roadside eater-

Kerala Ex Chief Minister 
Oommen Chandy Airlifted To 

Bengaluru For Treatment
THE ACTIVE LIFESTYLE BRAND OF TIGER SHROFF TO LAUNCH THE ‘CARRERA x PROWL’ EYEWEAR COLLECTION

Nirmal District body elections, Wasiullah Khan elects President and Muhammad Muzammil General Secretary  
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Delhi Lt Governor Recalls Files On 
Pending Infra, Cites AAP “Inaction”

New Delhi: Delhi Lieu-
tenant Governor (LG) 
VK Saxena has recalled 
files related to several 
pending infrastructure 
projects citing “inaction” 
on the part of the city gov-
ernment, officials said on 
Sunday. They alleged 
that despite the recom-
mendations of a commit-
tee to remove “unauthor-
ised religious structures” 
that have held up several 
key infrastructure proj-
ects, the Delhi govern-
ment’s home department, 
headed by Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia, 
has kept 78 such propos-
als from various agencies 
pending since May last 
year. Mr Sisodia accused 
Mr Saxena of “playing 
politics” over the matter 
and stressed that deci-
sions over making any 
alteration to religious 
structures cannot be tak-
en in haste. The officials 
said invoking his powers 
under rule 19(5) of the 

Transaction of Business 
of the GNCTD Rules 
(ToBR), 1993, the LG has 
ordered to recall all files 
pending for more than a 
month at the ministers’ 
level from the home de-
partment. Rule 19(5) of 
the ToBR empowers the 
LG to recall files pending 
inordinately with minis-
ters or the chief minister 
in public interest. The 
rule forces the govern-
ment to send the files to 
the LG, irrespective of 
whether those have been 
approved or not, the offi-
cials explained. The proj-
ects that have been held 
up include the decon-
gestion of critical traf-
fic corridors, such as the 
Mehrauli-Gurgaon road, 
the Mehrauli-Badarpur 
road, Dhaula Kuan-RTR 
Marg, Ring Road at vari-
ous sites, Loni Road and 
the Vijay Nagar-Bura-
ri stretch, completion 
of works on the Delhi 
stretch of the Delhi-Saha-

ranpur Expressway and 
construction of housing 
projects for government 
employees. “These files 
have been inexplicably 
pending for years togeth-
er due to inaction on the 
part of the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) govern-
ment, although all statu-
tory requisite formalities, 
procedures and permis-
sions have been put in 
place as regards the re-
moval of unauthorised re-
ligious structures erected 
land-grabbers after 2009, 
when the Supreme Court 

barred any further occu-
pation by such structures 
and ordered for their re-
moval,” an official said. 
A committee was formed 
in 2014 following the top 
court judgment to consid-
er and recommend the re-
moval of such unauthor-
ised religious structures 
upon the receipt of a re-
quest from the land-own-
ing agency concerned. 
The committee is headed 
by the Delhi home secre-
tary and comprises repre-
sentatives from the city 
police and land-owning 

agencies. The LG and 
the AAP dispensation 
have been at loggerheads 
over various issues, in-
cluding sending govern-
ment school teachers to 
Finland for training. Ac-
cording to officials, the 
decongestion of 77 traffic 
corridors, which is pend-
ing since 2017 due to the 
“inaction” of the Delhi 
government, is extremely 
critical for a smooth traf-
fic flow and the mitiga-
tion of air pollution in the 
capital. At the same time, 
the Delhi-Saharanpur 
Expressway, which is a 
part of the Delhi-Deh-
radun Expressway, is a 
time-bound project being 
monitored at the level of 
the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice (PMO) and has been 
pending since 2018, they 
said. The proposals for 
removal of unauthorised 
religious structures.per-
tain to the construction 
of the Delhi-Saharanpur 
Expressway.

Delhi Mayor Election On Thursday, Was 
Stalled Thrice Due To AAP-BJP Fight

ht tps : / /www.google .
co.New Delhi: Delhi’s 
civic body will meet on 
Thursday to elect a mayor 
after three failed attempts 
amid a tussle between the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
and the BJP. Delhi Lieu-
tenant Governor VK 
Saxena has accepted a 
proposal by Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal’s 
party to hold the mayor 
election on February 
16, officials said today. 
The mayor could not be 
elected when the council-
lors met on January 6 and 
24, and February 6 due 
to protests by the BJP 
and AAP after 10 MCD 
members nominated by 
the Lieutenant Governor 
were allowed to vote. 
The Delhi Municipal 
Corporation Act says 
nominated members, or 
aldermen, cannot vote in 
house meetings. AAP has 
strongly opposed vot-
ing rights for the alder-
men nominated by Mr 
VK Saxena - who is the 
Centre’s representative in 
Delhi. The party alleges 

that these members are 
inclined to support the 
BJP. Delhi Government 
Approves Mayoral Elec-
tion Date, Lt Governor’s 
Nod Needed Delhi Gov-
ernment Approves May-
oral Election Date, Lt 
Governor’s Nod Needed 
Supreme Court Notice 
To Delhi Lt Governor 
On Mayor Election Su-
preme Court Notice To 
Delhi Lt Governor On 
Mayor Election On Delhi 
Mayor Polls, Supreme 
Court Seeks Reply From 
Lt Governor’s Office On 
Delhi Mayor Polls, Su-
preme Court Seeks Re-
ply From Lt Governor’s 
Office Chief Minister’s 
AAP says the BJP is try-
ing to capture the Munic-
ipal Corporation of Delhi 

by electing a BJP leader 
to the mayor’s post, al-
though the AAP won far 
more seats than the BJP 
in the recent election to 
the civic body. The AAP 
emerged as the clear win-
ner in the MCD polls in 
December, winning 134 
wards and ending the 
BJP’s 15-year rule in the 
civic body. The BJP won 
104 wards to finish sec-
ond, while the Congress 
won nine seats. The post 
of Delhi mayor sees five 
single-year terms on ro-
tation, with the first year 
being reserved for wom-
en, the second for the 
open category, the third 
for the reserved category, 
and the remaining two 
again for the open cat-
egory.

Delhi Police To Partner With 
Truecaller To Curb Cyber Frauds

New Delhi: The Delhi 
Police is all set to sign 
an MoU with caller ID 
verification platform 
Truecaller to help the 
public identify verified 
numbers and protect 
themselves from cyber 
frauds and scams relat-
ing to impersonation in 
the name of government 
officials. In addition to 
educating Delhiites and 
holding a joint awareness 
campaign against cyber 
frauds, Truecaller will 
soon help display offi-
cial numbers of the Delhi 
Police representatives on 
the app’s government di-
rectory services, police 
said. “During the Covid 
pandemic, Truecaller had 
helped us a lot because 

there were a lot of scams 
and frauds reported then 
on the pretext of selling 
oxygen cylinders, con-
centrators, medicines and 
other essentials associ-
ated with treatment of 
the deadly virus. So, then 
our officials identified the 
number of those fraud-
sters and alerted True-
caller which displayed 
those unverified numbers 
as spam,” Suman Nalwa, 
Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Public Rela-
tions Officer), told PTI. 
“Now we are signing 
an MOU with them fol-
lowing which they will 
verify all the official con-
tact numbers of the Delhi 
Police since fraudsters 
have many times posed 

as officials of the force 
and extorted money from 
the public by displaying 
picture of senior officers 
on their WhatsApp pro-
file,” she said. “This will 
help users identify veri-
fied numbers and protect 
them from frauds and 
scams relating to imper-
sonation in the name of 
government officials. All 
verified numbers of Delhi 
Police will have a green 
badge and a blue tick 
mark, with a government 
service tag highlight-
ing that it has been veri-
fied for users,” Nalwa 
added. According to offi-
cials, Truecaller will also 
mark the phone numbers 
furnished by the Delhi 
Police against whom it 

has received complaints 
regarding harassment, 
scam or other registered 
issues. This will help 
Delhiites protect them-
selves and alert them 
in case these numbers 
continue to remain ac-
tive. Earlier this week, a 
22-year-old Indian based 
in Italy was arrested for 
allegedly posing as the 
Vice President of India 

by creating a fake What-
sApp account using Jag-
deep Dhankhar’s picture 
as his profile display to 
dupe people and seek 
favours from senior bu-
reaucrats. The accused, 
Gagandeep Singh, who is 
living in Offanengo, Italy 
since 2007 with his fam-
ily, got the idea of imper-
sonation after watching 
several YouTube.

Man Jumps In Front Of Moving 
Train At Delhi Metro Station

New Delhi: A “mentally 
ill” man allegedly died by 
suicide by jumping in front 
of a moving train at Mayur 
Vihar-1 metro station on the 
Blue Line in east Delhi on 
Sunday, police said. Ajay 
Laxman Pakhale, a former 
senior manager at Gas Au-
thority of India Limited 
(GAIL), jumped from the 
station’s platform no. 1, 
they said. Officials sources 
said there was a “brief de-
lay” in metro services due 

to the incident, impacting 
other trains on the corri-
dor. A passenger requesting 
anonymity said, “I boarded 
the train at around 1.50 pm 
from Noida sector 18 sta-
tion for Rajiv Chowk sta-
tion, but it got stuck at the 
next station at Noida sector 
16. “After a few minutes, it 
was announced that the train 
would not move further. 
All passengers deboarded 
the train and it returned to-
wards Noida. No train came 

for the next 20-25 minutes,” 
the passenger said. Earlier 
in the day, police said, a call 
was received from the sta-
tion controller of Mayur Vi-
har-1 metro station, saying a 
man had jumped in front of 
a moving train. The victim 
was taken to Lal Bahadur 
Shastri Hospital where he 
was declared brought dead. 
Later, his father and sister 
were informed, a senior 
police officer said. It was 
found during inquiry that 
the man was “mentally ill” 
and was undergoing treat-
ment at a private hospital, 
he said. “During an analy-
sis of CCTV footage, it was 
found that the man jumped 
on his own from platform 
no. 1 at Mayur Vihar-1 
metro station at 1:51 pm. 
Further inquiry is underway 
and inquest proceedings.

Women Protesters Throw Chilli Powder 
on Cops at Mehrauli Demolition Drive

New Delhi: Some wom-
en protesters were de-
tained on Sunday after 
they allegedly threw red 
chilli powder on police 
personnel deployed dur-
ing an anti-encroachment 
drive here, officials said. 
Nearly 1,200 square me-
tres of government land 
was reclaimed during the 
anti-encroachment drive 
in the Mehrauli Archaeo-
logical Park area on Fri-
day, the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) 
said in a statement on 
Saturday. The DDA has 
been carrying out the 
drive since Friday amid 

police security, triggering 
protests from local resi-
dents and a blame-game 
between the AAP and the 
BJP. On Sunday, a group 
of women staged a pro-
test against the demoli-
tion drive and alleged that 
they were lathicharged 
by police personnel de-
ployed at the spot. Deny-
ing the allegations, a se-
nior officer said, “There 
was no lathicharge and 
no one was injured. They 
(protesters) were ob-
structing the DDA per-
sonnel and the police. 
“Some women threw red 
chilli powder on police 

personnel and a few of 
them have been detained. 
Suitable legal action will 
be taken.” The DDA con-
tinued with the anti-en-
croachment exercise on 
Sunday. On Friday, the 
urban body said, “Dur-
ing the demolition pro-
gramme on 10.02.2023, 
approximately 1,200 sq 
m of government/DDA 
land has been reclaimed 
from the encroachers.so 
far, and the exercise is on 
to reclaim the rest of the 
encroached government 
land for its rightful use 
by all citizens as a park.

“Can’t Be Displaced Until...”: Delhi Government Opposes
New Delhi: The Arvind 
Kejriwal government on 
Saturday asked the Delhi 
Development Authority 
(DDA) to stop its anti-
encroachment drive in 
Mehrauli and announced 
a fresh demarcation exer-
cise in the area, officials 
said. The DDA used the 
revenue department’s 
demarcation as the ba-
sis for demolition of al-
leged encroachments, 
they claimed. Revenue 
Minister Kailash Gahlot 
has ordered a fresh de-
marcation exercise in 
Mehrauli. The minister 
said the residents of the 
area cannot be displaced 

until a fresh demarcation 
is conducted, the officials 
said. DDA officials, how-
ever, said the demolition 
drive will continue. The 
DDA launched the demo-
lition drive in the Meh-
rauli Archaeological Park 
area on Friday, triggering 

protests from locals. The 
demolition drive will be 
carried out till March 9, 
according to officials. In 
a statement, Mr Gahlot 
said the DDA used the 
revenue department’s de-
marcation as the basis for 
its demolition drive but 

the Delhi government has 
struck down the demar-
cation after finding short-
comings in it. “The de-
marcation was conducted 
by keeping the residents 
in dark and without serv-
ing any notices to them,” 
the minister claimed. 
The district magistrate 
(South) has been asked 
to conduct a fresh de-
marcation of the land and 
inform the DDA about it 
immediately, he added. 
Mr Gahlot had received 
representations from the 
residents of Ladha Sarai 
village whose land falls 
under the demolition 
area.

 the statement said.and 
other properties could be 
sealed, officials said, cit-
ing an earlier warning by 
the Lieutenant Governor. 
It was stated in the said 
representations that the 
demarcation of the land 
in question by the Delhi 
government’s revenue 
department was the only 
source for the DDA to 
identify the encroach-
ment, it said. According 
to the representations, the 
demarcation carried out 
by the revenue depart-
ment was “illegal and 
void ab-initio” and con-
ducted without issuing 
notices to the concerned 

Teen Boy Sexually Abused By 5 Men From 
Neighbourhood In Delhi

New Delhi: A 16-year-
old boy was allegedly 
sexually assaulted by five 
men living in his neigh-
bourhood in north Delhi’s 
Civil Lines area, police 
said on Saturday. One of 
the accused has been ar-
rested. He was identified 
Vikram, 26, who works 
in a private company in 
Noida, a senior police 
officer said. The senior 
police officer said the 

Civil Lines police station 
received information on 
Friday regarding the sex-
ual abuse by five people. 
After reaching the spot, 
the victim told that he 
has been sexually abused 
by some locals. The vic-
tim with his mother filed 
a complaint against five 
men for sexually abusing 
him. The accused have 
been living in his neigh-
bourhood for the last few 

years, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (north) 
Sagar Singh Kalsi said. 
The victim’s medical 
examination was con-
ducted and a case under 
section 4 of the POCSO 
Act along with section 
377 (unnatural offences) 
of the Indian Penal Code 
has been registered, he 
said. Further investiga-
tion is underway, police 
added. Between India 

And Sri Lanka “Some 
accounts are posting pic-
tures of the daughters of 
two senior players of the 
country, Virat Kohli and 
Dhoni, on Twitter and 
making lewd comments. 
Disgusting comments 
about two-year-old and 
seven-year-old girls.” “If 
you don’t like a player, 
will you abuse his daugh-
ter? Issuing notice to po-
lice .

Warrant Against Women’s Team Football 
Coach For Alleged Sexual Misconduct

New Delhi: A Delhi court 
has issued a warrant of ar-
rest against Alex Mario 
Ambrose who was sacked 
as assistant coach of Indian 
women’s under-17 football 
team for alleged sexual 
misconduct. An FIR was 
registered against Ambrose 
at the Dwarka Sector 23 po-
lice station under Section 12 
(punishment for sexual ha-
rassment) of the Protection 
of Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act. The 

assistant coach was called 
back from Norway for the 

alleged misconduct with a 
player during a training and 

exposure tour of Europe. 
The All India Football Fed-
eration sacked Ambrose in 
July last year. On Friday, 
additional sessions judge 
Gagandeep Jindal issued 
a warrant of arrest under 
Section 70 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (CrPC). 
The court also issued a no-
tice to the surety on breach 
of a bond under Section 446 
of the CrPC. It had issued 
summons against Ambrose 
on October 27 last year. 
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‘Not the way to run House’: Dhankhar Adjourns 
Rajya Sabha Till March 13, Warns Kharge

New Delhi: Rajya Sab-
ha proceedings were on 
Monday (February 13) 
adjourned till March 13 
with Chairman Jagdeep 
Dhankhar telling the Op-
position parties  that it is 
“not the way to run the 
House. Rajya Sabha was 
first briefly adjourned in 
the morning as Opposi-
tion leaders disrupted 
the House, demanding 
revocation of the sus-
pension of Congress MP 
Rajani Patil and setting 
up of a Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee (JPC) to 
probe allegations against 
the Adani Group. Chair-
man Dhankar was also 
upset at Leader of Op-
position and Congress 
president Mallikarjun 
Kharge for alleging that 

the government was put-
ting pressure on the chair. 
Kharge was speaking 
about the suspension of 
Patil, who was suspend-
ed from the House for the 
remainder of the Budget 
session for circulating 
an unauthorised video of 
house proceedings. He 
was also speaking on the 
expunction of his part of 
speech by the chair dur-
ing the motion of thanks 
on President’s Address. 
“LoP, you’ve indicated 
in so many words that 
the Chair is acting under 
pressure. These words 
are expunged. You are 
forfeiting your right 
to hold the floor of the 
House... every time you 
are saying that the Chair 
is acting under pressure,” 

Dhankhar said. “Deliber-
ate obstruction is being 
created and this is not the 
way to run the House. We 
have already wasted a 
lot of time. If the House 
is subjected to such dis-
ruption, I will be con-
strained to act as per the 
expectation of people,” 
the Vice President said. 
He also warned several 
opposition MPs, who had 
trooped into the well of 
the House. The House 
will now meet at 11 am 
on March 13 during the 
second part of the Budget 
Session. Leaders of 14 
Opposition parties meet 
to chalk out strategy in 
Parliament Earlier in the 
day, leaders of 14 Oppo-
sition parties held a meet-
ing to discuss their joint 
strategy in Parliament. 
The leaders of Congress, 
RJD, DMK, NCP, JDU, 
AAP, and Left parties 
met in the chamber of 
Leader of Opposition in 
Rajya Sabha Mallikar-
jun Kharge in Parliament 
complex. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Learn from IIT Ma-
dras Faculty & Industry 

Experts. Intellipaat Add 
a ‘Dr.’ to your name 
Golden Gate University 
“Parliament should be 
the platform of discus-
sion, debate and honest 
deliberations. Parliament 
should not be used as 
a platform to stifle the 
voice of the opposition. 
Opposition parties met 
today to discuss further 
strategy in this regard,” 
Kharge said in a tweet 
and shared a picture from 
the meeting. The meet-
ing came in the wake of 
a continued attack on the 
Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment over the Adani 
issue and the demand 
for a Joint Parliamentary 
Committee probe into it. 
Adani Group stocks have 
taken a beating on the 
bourses after US-based 
short-selling firm Hin-
denburg Research made 
a litany of allegations, in-
cluding fraudulent trans-
actions and share-price 
manipulation, against 
the business conglomer-
ate. The Adani Group has 
dismissed the charges as 
lies.

Smart Cities Mission: From Agra, Bhopal to 
Chennai, 22 Cities to be Ready by March

New Delhi: Agra, Vara-
nasi, Chennai, Pune and 
Ahmedabad are among 
the 22 cities that will 
complete all projects 
under the government’s 
ambitious Smart Cities 
Mission by next month, 
giving their citizens a 
better quality of life and 
a clean and sustainable 
environment, officials 
said on Sunday. In the 
remaining 78 cities se-
lected under the mission, 
the ongoing projects will 
be completed in the next 
three-four months, a se-
nior official of the Union 
Housing and Urban Af-
fairs Ministry said. The 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment launched its flag-
ship Smart Cities Mis-
sion on June 25, 2015, 
and 100 cities were se-
lected for redevelopment 
through four rounds of 
competition from Janu-
ary 2016 to June 2018. 
According to the minis-
try, the mission’s objec-
tive is to promote cities 
that provide core infra-
structure and give its citi-
zens a decent quality of 

life and a clean and sus-
tainable environment, be-
sides adopting “smart so-
lutions” to various issues. 
22 cities part of ‘Smart 
Cities Mission’ that will 
be ready by March The 
22 smart cities where all 
projects will be complet-
ed by March are Bhopal, 
Indore, Agra, Varanasi, 
Bhubaneswar, Chen-
nai, Coimbatore, Erode, 
Ranchi, Salem, Surat, 
Udaipur, Visakhapatnam, 
Ahmedabad, Kakinada, 
Pune, Vellore, Pimpri-
Chinchwad, Madurai, 
Amaravati, Tiruchirap-
palli and Thanjavur. “We 
will complete 22 smart 
cities by March as proj-
ects in these cities are 
in final stages. In the 
next three-four months, 
we will be completing 
the project works of the 
remaining cities,” the 
official told PTI. The 
implementation of the 
Smart Cities Mission at 
the city level is done by 
a special purpose vehicle. 
These SPVs plan, imple-
ment, operate, monitor 
and evaluate their Smart 

City projects. by Tabool-
aSponsored LinksYou 
May Like A Network 
Built Only For Women. 1 
Month Trial ₹199. leap.
club Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Uni-
versity On February 6, 
Union Minister of State 
for Housing and Urban 
Affairs Kaushal Kishore 
told Rajya Sabha that 
as on January 27 this 
year, out of 7,804 proj-
ects worth Rs 1,81,322 
crore for which work 
orders have been issued 
in the 100 smart cities, 
5,246 projects worth Rs 
98,796 crore have been 

completed. The central 
government has released 
Rs 36,447 crore under 
the mission, of which 
Rs 32,095 crore (88 per 
cent) has been utilised. 
According to the mission 
guidelines, the central 
government will provide 
financial support to the 
extent of Rs 48,000 crore 
over five years, on an av-
erage Rs 100 crore per 
city per year. An equal 
amount on a matching 
basis will be contributed 
by the state government 
or urban local body. The 
ministry has said that 
currently.

‘Great Threat’ to Judiciary: Congress on ex-SC 
Judge Abdul Nazeer’s Appointment as Governor

New Delhi: The Congress 
on Sunday (February 12, 
2023) slammed the Naren-
dra Modi-led government 
over the appointment of ex-
Supreme Court judge S Ab-
dul Nazeer as the new gov-
ernor of Andhra Pradesh 
and called the move a “great 
threat” to the independence 
of the judiciary. Nazeer, 
who retired last month, 
was part of several path-
breaking verdicts, including 
those on the politically sen-
sitive Ayodhya land dispute, 
instant ‘triple talaq’, and the 
one that declared the ‘right 
to privacy’ a fundamental 
right. He is now among the 
six new faces who were 
appointed as governors 
on Sunday. Asked about 
Nazeer’s appointment, 
Congress spokesperson 
Abhishek Manu Singhvi 
told reporters, “One of your 
(BJP) tall leaders sadly no 
more with us, Arun Jaitley, 
on September 5, 2013, in 
the House and several times 

outside stated that ‘the de-
sire of a post-retirement job 
influences pre-retirement 
judgments. It is a threat to 
the Independence of the ju-
diciary.” He also dismissed 
the argument that this has 
happened several times ear-
lier also so such an appoint-
ment is acceptable. “We are 
not talking about persons 
or individuals. Personally, I 
have very great respect for 
this person (Nazeer). I know 
him, it is not about him at 
all. As a matter of principle 
we oppose it, as a matter of 
principle we believe it is a 

matter of great diminution 
and a great threat to the 
Independence of the judi-
ciary for the reasons I have 
just quoted on the excerpt I 
played out,” Singhvi said, 
referring to Jaitley’s re-
marks. “Therefore, we con-
demn it, we oppose it and 
we do not agree with it,” 
the Rajya Sabha MP added. 
Attacking the Centre, Con-
gress general secretary Jai-
ram Ramesh also retweeted 
a video on Twitter of former 
Union Minister Arun Jaitley 
saying in 2012 that “pre-re-
tirement judgments are in-

fluenced by post-retirement 
jobs”. “Adequate proof of 
this in the past 3-4 years 
for sure,” Ramesh said. 
Whole ecosystem is in full 
swing once again: Kiren 
Rijiju on criticism over Ab-
dul Nazeer’s appointment 
as governor In an apparent 
swipe at the Congress, after 
it questioned the appoint-
ment of Abdul Nazeer as a 
governor, Union Law Min-
ister and senior BJP leader 
Kiren Rijiju said that the 
“whole ecosystem” is once 
again in “full swing” over 
the issue. They should bet-
ter understand that they 
can no longer treat India as 
their “personal fiefdom”, 
the minister said, without 
naming anyone. by Tabool-
aSponsored LinksYou May 
Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Univer-
sity If You are Watching this 
Ad, it Means the Universe 
is Giving You a Sign Mrs. 
India WorldWide Taking 
to Twitter, Rijiju said India 

will be guided by the pro-
visions of the Constitution. 
“The Whole Eco-system is 
once again in full swing on 
the appointment of a Gov-
ernor. They should better 
understand that, they can no 
more treat India as their per-
sonal fiefdom. Now, India 
will be guided by the peo-
ple of India as per the provi-
sions of the Constitution of 
India,” he said in a tweet. 
It’s Congress’s habit to 
politicise every issue: BJP’s 
Anil Baluni on criticism on 
appointment of ex-judge 
Abdul Nazeer as Andhra 
Pradesh governor BJP chief 
spokesperson Anil Baluni 
also rejected the Congress’ 
criticism and said such ap-
pointments have past prec-
edents and they are also not 
barred by the Constitution. 
Baluni said the Congress 
has a habit of politicising 
every issue, and it was un-
fortunate that the opposition 
party is doing so with the 
appointment.

Rahul Gandhi Must Apologise In 
Parliament Or Risk Losing His Seat

New Delhi: BJP MP Ni-
shikant Dubey today said 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi must apologise 
in Parliament or else he 
will lose his seat in Lok 
Sabha for allegedly mak-
ing unparliamentary re-
marks on Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in Lok 
Sabha. On Sunday, the 
Lok Sabha Secretariat 
asked Rahul Gandhi to 
submit his reply after 
two BJP members -- Mr 
Dubey and Prahlad Joshi 
-- filed a breach of privi-
lege notice against him 
for his remarks on Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 

He was asked to respond 
by Wednesday. Speaking 
to ANI, Mr Dubey said, 
“Without giving any no-
tice to the Speaker, you 
can’t raise such allega-
tions against our PM. In 
the notice, we have asked 
Rahul Gandhi to furnish 
proof to the Speaker by 
February 15 to support 
his claims (against PM 
Modi) or he must apolo-
gise in Parliament, fail-
ing which he will lose his 
seat in the Lok Sabha.” 
On February 8, Mr Dubey 
sent a letter to Lok Sabha 
Speaker Om Birla, say-
ing that the statements 

are misleading, deroga-
tory, indecent, unparlia-
mentary, undignified and 
incriminatory in nature to 
the dignity of the House 
and the Prime Minister. 
“Rahul Gandhi, despite 
making a statement in 
the House that he would 
provide documentary ev-
idence has not submitted 
any duly authenticated 
document for supporting 
his statements,” he added 
in the letter. He said the 
Congress MP’s statement 
amounts to misleading 
the House in the absence 
of any documentary evi-
dence and also casts as-
persions of the image of 
Prime Minister Modi. 
“This conduct is in clear 
violation of privileges 
of House and its mem-
bers besides being a clear 
case of contempt of the 
House.. I request you to 
take immediate action 
against Rahul Gandhi for 
breach.

“Don’t Crush Rights”: Priyanka Gandhi Slams 
Bulldozer Action In Jammu and Kashmir

New Delhi: Congress 
leader Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra on Monday at-
tacked the government 
over the ongoing anti-en-
croachment drive in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, saying 
that for peace and trust, 
it is necessary to listen to 
the common people and 
not “crush their rights 
under the bulldozer”. 
Major political parties 
such as the Congress, 
the National Conference, 
and the PDP have voiced 
their concerns against the 

drive and demanded an 
immediate end to it. The 
authorities have so far re-
trieved more than 10 lakh 
kanals (one kanal =605 

sq yards) of land across 
Jammu and Kashmir af-
ter the Commissioner 
Secretary, Revenue de-
partment, Vijay Kumar 

Bidhuri directed all dep-
uty commissioners to en-
sure 100 per cent removal 
of encroachments from 
the state land on Janu-
ary 7. In a tweet in Hindi, 
Priyanka Gandhi alleged 
that atrocities are being 
committed on the people 
demanding restoration of 
their constitutional rights 
in Ladakh. “In Kashmir, 
without paying heed to 
what the common people 
are saying, their houses 
are being bulldozed.

Tripura Chief Minister On Upcoming Polls: 
“Something Like A Tsunami Will Happen”

New Delhi: Expressing 
confidence that BJP will 
improve its performance 
compared to the last as-
sembly polls, Tripura 
Chief Minister Dr Manik 
Saha has said that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
has changed the defini-
tion of politics and no 
arithmetic works in front 
of trust of people. In an 
exclusive interview with 
the ANI, the Chief Min-
ister said that BJP has 
improved law and or-
der situation in the state 
and there has been been 

a lot of improvement 
in railways, airways, 
national highways and 
internet connectivity. 
“You’ve heard of a tsu-
nami, something like that 
will happen. Anything 
can happen but it will 
not be less than 2018. 

In 2018, we got 36 seats 
and our alliance partner 
got 8 seats. So this time 
we will get more than 
36 seats,” he said. The 
elections to 60-member 
Tripura assembly will be 
held on February 16. The 
BJP created a record in 

the 2018 poll by defeat-
ing the Left Front in its 
bastion. Asked about the 
pre-poll pact between 
the Congress and Left 
parties and possibility 
of Tipra Motha joining 
hands with any party af-
ter the polls, Saha said no 
arithmetic works in front 
of public’s trust. “They 
(the opposition) is doing 
traditional politics. PM 
Modi changed the defini-
tion of politics...(Opposi-
tion) are doing arithmetic 
as to how many (votes) 
they.

Jammu And Kashmir Government Approves Rs 329-Crore Project To Achieve Self Reliance In Mutton Sector
The majority of the livestock population is held by Bakerwals who follow traditional methods of farming, resulting in low productivity and profits. The UT has less than five breeds of sheep 

with the majority being dual purpose breeds such as Kashmir Merino, Rambouillet, and Corriedale. However, there is increasing demand for fast-growing mutton breeds like Dorper,
Delhi Feb 13: In a bid to 
boost production and re-
duce import costs, the 
Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment has approved a 
Rs 329 crore project for the 
next five years to achieve 
self reliance in mutton sec-
tor. He said that the project 
is aimed at creating 6,000 
jobs besides setting up 
of 122 enterprises in the 

mutton sector in the Union 
Territory. “In view of huge 
mutton usage in Jammu 
and Kashmir, especially in 
the Kashmiri cuisine and in 
order to reduce meat im-
port, the government has 
approved an ambitious Rs 
329 crore project for next 
five years to achieve self 
reliance in mutton sector”, 
Additional Chief Secretary, 

Agriculture Production 
Department (APD), Atal 
Dulloo said. The initiative 
also envisages achieving 
self-reliance in the mutton 
sector through a combina-
tion of innovative inter-
ventions including vertical 
upgrades, horizontal ex-
pansion besides focused 
attention on health cover 
and nutrition, he said. De-

spite the region’s competi-
tive advantage and poten-
tial to become self-reliant 
in the mutton sector, there 
is a shortfall of 41 per cent 
leading to an import bill of 
Rs 1400 crore every year, 
officials said. “Investing in 
growth and improvement 
of the mutton sector in J&K 
is not only about boosting 
production and reducing 

import costs, but it is also 
about providing quality 
and safe meat to consum-
ers, improving the liveli-
hoods of traditional farm-
ers besides creating new 
job opportunities in the 
region”, Dulloo said. One 
of the major interventions 
planned is import of mut-
tonous breeds, which will 
lead to establishment of 

72 breed-based farms to 
provide high genetic merit 
to animals. The project 
aims to conduct 1,00,000 
Artificial Inseminations an-
nually and establish 400 
new commercial farms ev-
ery year. The project also 
focuses on clusterization, 
creation of mandis, abat-
toirs and common facility 
centers (CFCs), to support 

marketing and value ad-
dition of the sector, he 
said. The existing mutton 
production is not only of 
insufficient quantity but 
also lacks quality and is not 
FSSAI compliant, putting 
consumers at risk. The ma-
jority of the livestock pop-
ulation is held by Bakerw-
als who follow traditional 
methods of farming, re-

sulting in low productivity 
and profits. The UT has less 
than five breeds of sheep 
with the majority being 
dual purpose breeds such 
as Kashmir Merino, Ram-
bouillet, and Corriedale. 
However, there is increas-
ing demand for fast-grow-
ing mutton breeds like 
Dorper, Romnov, South 
Down and others.
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Lust Stories Rated 
From My Favourite To 

Least Liked
Mumbai: Bombay Talk-
ies (2013) directors 
Karan Johar, Anurag 
Kashyap, Zoya Akhtar 
and Dibakar Banerjee 
are back. This time, the 
theme given to them to 
make four short films 
is lust, resulting in the 
Netflix anthology Lust 
Stories. Their films 
show complicated re-
lationships in four dif-
ferent stories. All four 
stories have a female 
protagonist. First comes 
Anurag Kashyap’s film 
which has Radhika Apte 
as a married woman and 
a teacher in a physical 
relationship with her 
student. Bhumi Ped-
nekar plays a house help 
in Zoya’s film; she is 
in a physical relation-
ship with the single 
man at whose house she 
works. Manisha Koirala 
is cheating on her hus-
band in Dibakar’s film. 
In Karan’s short film, 
Kiara Advani discovers 
a vibrator to masturbate, 
which was also used 
by Neha Dhupia in the 
school library. Here’s 
my order of preference, 
starting with the best 
and going down to my 
least favourite short film 
in Lust Stories. 1) An-
urag Kashyap’s film is 
my favourite out of the 
four films in Lust Sto-
ries. Kalindi (Radhika 
Apte) is married but is 
also exploring relations 
outside her marriage. 
She is in a physical rela-
tionship with her student 
and is obsessed with 
him. Radhika has a lot 
of monologues in this 
film, she looks into the 
camera and pours her 
heart out. She is frank 
and bold, and all her 
dialogues strike a chord. 
It’s because of Anurag’s 
control over the narra-
tive and Radhika’s natu-
ral talent that this film 
works brilliantly. lust 
stories youtube Rad-
hika Apte in a still from 
Lust Stories (Courtesy 
YouTube) 2)Karan Jo-
har’s film comes right 
at the end of the anthol-
ogy; it’s number two on 
my list. This is the only 
story with some humour 
and also a fearless one. 
Neha Dhupia, a saree-
clad teacher, uses a vi-
brator to masturbate in 
the school library and 
Kiara Advani’s charac-
ter, also a teacher who 
is not sexually satisfied 
with her husband (Vicky 
Kaushal), sneakily 
takes the vibrator and is 
caught in the act by her 
in-laws. Some scenes 
are hilarious, and that’s 
a good change in this 
otherwise slow narra-

tive. lust stories youtube 
Neha Dhupia in a still 
from Lust Stories (cour-
tesy YouTube) 3) Diba-
kar Banerjee’s revolves 
around three charac-
ters played by Manisha 
Koirala, Sanjay Kapoor 
and Jaideep Ahlawat. 
Based on infidelity, this 
one too makes power-
ful statements. Mani-
sha plays a wife who 
is not happy with her 
husband and in a rela-
tionship with another 
man. Even when her 
husband finds out about 
her relationship with his 
good friend there is no 
drama or showdown. In-
stead there is an under-
standing between them 
because of business 
reasons. lust stories you-
tube Manisha Koirala in 
a still from Lust Stories 
(courtesy YouTube) 4) 
Zoya Akhtar’s is the 
most sensitive story out 
of all. Bhumi Pednekar 
is a house help; she is 
in a physical relation-
ship with the bachelor in 
whose house she works. 
Bhumi’s character 
doesn’t have dialogues, 
but she expresses herself 
so well that you know 
exactly what she is feel-
ing. Though this story 
fits perfectly in the con-
cept of Lust Stories, it’s 
low on drama and en-
tertainment. lust stories 
youtube 3 Comments 
Bhumi Pednekar in a 
still from Lust Stories 
(courtesy YouTube) Ev-
ery performance in Lust 
Stories is outstanding. 
The female protagonists 
hold the films firmly, 
and the men add a lot 
to these stories. Overall 
these films make a point 
and may help start a dia-
logue about important 
issues like infidelity and 
monogamy. The whole 
thing is low on entertain-
ment, however, which is 
crucial for someone sit-
ting and watching four 
films back to back. The 
good thing though is 
that it’s on Netflix and 
not in the cinemas. So 
the power of the remote 
will come handy when 
you are watching Lust 
Stories.will flee to more 
welcoming jurisdictions 
like Dubai. If a com-
parison with a global 
financial center like Sin-
gapore is not very help-
ful, maybe India should 
look to Thailand for 
inspiration. There, the 
existing digital regula-
tions are being tweaked 
to actively create a role 
for the central bank in 
safeguarding investors 
at licensed entities like 
Zipmex (Thailand) Ltd., 
a cryptocurrency.

Does Love Conquer All? Pathaan, Bharat Jodo 
Yatra and Representation

There are moments in his-
tory when the only cor-
rect answer to the ques-
tion: “Are you Muslim?” 
is a quiet “Yes”. Those 
are moments of truth, and 
moments in solidarity. 
Instants in which a gruff 
policeman asks you that 
question, after calling 
you a jihadi-terrorist for 
protesting against certain 
discriminatory laws; or 
when there is only a very 
slightly embarrassed 
pause in dinner conver-
sation, where they’ve 
been holding forth on 
Muslims’ propensity to-
wards crime and general 
disorder. It doesn’t do 
to giggle apologetically 
and agree, ‘nobody on 
this table is that kind of 
Muslim.’ Chinese Con-
struction of Waterfalls 
in the building 350,  - 
Travel Nfx 00:00 Previ-
ous PauseNext 00:13 / 
03:02 Unmute Settings 
Fullscreen Copy video url 
Play / Pause Mute / Un-
mute Report a problem 
Language Share Vidverto 
Player When those things 
still held some cultural 
capital, sometimes you 
would say in response: 
“only culturally Mus-
lim”, to indicate that you 
were not a hijab-wearing 
Muslim, but rather the 
gharara-owning, aadab-
saying, wine drinking, 
fine dining, Faiz quoting 
one. Alas, those signi-
fiers of elitism are also 
all cut down to size now. 
In the eponymous film, 

there is a moment when 
Pathaan is asked if he 
is Muslim. One answer 
could have been a sim-
ple ‘Yes’ (from Dilli, or 
from any old provincial 
town in UP or Bihar, if 
he had wanted to further 
elaborate). Or he might 
even have come from 
lower Assam, worrying 
about his family having 
to commandeer papers to 
show to the Tribunal. His 
family could have been 
tanners in Kanpur, weav-
ers in Banaras, farmers in 
Murshidabad, or business 
owners in Chennai, each 
with their particular set 
of ‘Muslim problems’. 
And he might even have 
added, “Baqrid to khair 
ab kya hogi, magar Mu-
harram bohat zabardast 
hota hai. Kya Soz parha 
jaata hai; kya juloos ni-
kalta hai”. The invocation 
of provincial Muharram 
would have ticked all the 
boxes for syncretism and 
inclusive nationalism. 
Additionally, it might 
have served to throw the 

Pakistani spy who quite 
superfluously wanted to 
know whether Pathaan 
was Muslim. It would 
have established a safe 
distinction between ISI 
Muslim and Shia Mus-
lim. In the event, Pathaan 
chooses more kosher 
forms of inclusiveness: 
its hero is born without 
a religion, or history and 
political context; brought 
up in national together-
ness, and much later in 
life adopted by a Pathaan 
village in Afghanistan. 
Although, traditionally, 
Eid (much like Holi) 
is spent at home, as in 
‘watan’ – you’d see the 
last stragglers, and stu-
dents, and migrant work-
ers catching the last train 
or bus home on ‘chand 
raat’ – he spends Eid in 
Afghanistan. Pathaan is 
probably sentimentally 
Muslim. Which would 
in normal times be as 
good a Muslim as any 
other, I suppose. Also 
read: Three Signs of a 
New Cultural Defiance 

in India Outside of the 
present political context, 
the ambiguity around 
Pathaan’s religious iden-
tity is just fine. It’s a 
good thing in fact, when 
such ambiguity allows 
you to form solidarities 
with other marginalised 
identities, or even when 
it gives you space to dis-
tinguish yourself from 
those within your own 
religion, whose politics 
you might disagree with. 
The present context I 
have argued elsewhere 
that our present political 
context has successfully 
delegitimised certain 
political identities and 
articulations as ‘anti-na-
tional’. Acceptable citi-
zen action is redrawn as 
one that does not overtly 
identify itself with any 
‘Muslim cause’, but has 
a working relationship 
with majoritarian senti-
ments. Take for instance 
the prosecution’s case 
against Umar Khalid, 
which is based solely on 
the delegitimisation of 

certain counterpublics. 
Thus Khalid and his ‘co-
conspirators’, who or-
ganised protests against 
the CAA-NRC legal re-
gime are accused of hav-
ing deliberately mobil-
ised Muslim protestors, 
after suggesting to them 
that certain policies of 
the present government 
were discriminatory and 
must be challenged on 
the streets. There were 
other participants at the 
street protests, but they 
were brought in only to 
provide “secular cover, 
gender cover and media 
cover” to the ‘Muslim 
critical mass’[…] In cre-
ating, a ‘critical mass’ of 
Muslim protestors they 
communalised the po-
litical space and excited 
violence.” In popular 
imagination, the counter-
mobilisation to quell the 
protests, supported by 
the state and by majori-
tarian sentiments have 
never been identified as 
‘Hindu political mass’. 
In fact, the counter pro-
test are popularly seen 
as an organic, ‘nation-
alist response’, which 
sought to clear the streets 
of anti-nationals. The 
formation of ‘Muslim 
political identities’ thus 
disturbs the inclusive 
fabric, while the counter-
force, Hindu majoritari-
anism is the corrective. I 
couldn’t help but notice 
that Pathaan’s superior 
officer did not carry the 
same burden of having to 

be evasive about identity 
and context that Pathaan 
did. She was Hindu, had 
a family (whom she evi-
dently neglected in the 
line of duty), was secular 
and inclusive, and most 
important, a healer of 
all broken souls. She is 
a good woman, and isn’t 
located in the dystopian 
frames of the present that 
I have described above. 
She is very likely Neh-
ruvian, but yet her reli-
gious identity ( which is 
revealed in a prominent 
way towards the end) is 
able to segue lightly into 
inclusive nationalism. 
In fact, in an ironical in-
version of the history of 
wars, the post-nationalist 
lines are all delivered 
by the evil, deranged 
and very violent vil-
lain, whereas the heroes 
positively thrive in their 
national identities, even 
when cooperating with 
each other, and work to-
wards peace within the 
nation-state framework. 
Pathaan and the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra A similar 
criticism about evasion 
of marginalised identi-
ties may also be levelled 
at the Bharat Jodo Yatra. 
Sagar, writing in the Car-
avan says: “Gandhi clas-
sifies the victims of this 
hatred and violence in 
terms of identities such 
as farmers, the youth and 
the owners of small busi-
nesses. Such categorisa-
tion, which may strike a 
chord with Savarna.

Three Signs of a New Cultural Defiance in India
The enlightened public 
in India is well-briefed 
about the advent of popu-
list right-wing regimes in 
the present conjuncture 
of world politics. Here I 
wish to write about the 
popular rather than the 
populist, and this too in 
the field of arts. Literature 
and the media – culture 
in short – which is tak-
ing the urban and rurban 
India by storm. Chinese 
Construction of Water-
falls in the building 350, 
- Travel Nfx 00:00 Pre-
vious PauseNext 00:35 / 
03:02 Unmute Settings 
Fullscreen Copy video 
url Play / Pause Mute / 
Unmute Report a prob-
lem Language Share Vid-
verto Player This spurt of 
popular culture has as its 
vanguard the youth and 
the student population. 
In what follows, I delin-
eate three manifestations 
of this upsurge: the Bol-
lywood movie Pathaan, 
the protest over the ban-
ning and more-or-less 
openly defiant watch-
ing of BBC documen-
tary ‘India and the Modi 
Question’ and, finally, the 
captivating ambience of 
an Urdu literary festival, 
Jashn-e-Rekhta, which I 
attended in Delhi late last 
year. Each of these three 
events is a big poster of 
cultural dissent and defi-
ance. The movie Pathaan 
neatly sidesteps the by-
now jaded and repetitive 
narratives of communal-
ism and nationalism in 
our country. Firstly, the 
protagonist Shahrukh 
Khan is an orphan, ambi-
dextrously neither Hindu 
nor Muslim, who has 

bestowed upon himself 
the title ‘Pathaan’ for his 
valorous deed of rescu-
ing Pashtun villagers. 
Neither the geographi-
cally unspecified territory 
nor the religion of this 
character is significant 
for the movie, rather the 
moniker ‘Pathaan’ sym-
bolises his neutral eth-
nicity in relation to India 
and Pakistan. Then there 
are ‘goodies’ and ‘bad-
dies’ on either side of the 
Indo-Pak border and – to 
heighten the semiotically 
fuzzy transcendent and 
global provenance of 
the film’s message – it 
is humanity, the people 
at large, who are saved 
in the movie’s denoue-
ment. The unprecedented 
box-office killings that 
this film made are a re-
minder of the audience 
fatigue of a belaboured 
and imposed narrative 
of nationalism and its 
replacement by riveting 
and spectacular entertain-
ment. A breath of fresh 
air! Also read: Fractured 
Times Are Never Beyond 

Repair The students’ de-
fiant viewing of the BBC 
documentary not only 
signals a protest against 
censorship and denial of 
citizens’ freedom, it is a 
slap on the face of those 
who would forcibly wish 
to rub the youths’ noses 
to the grindstone of the 
establishment. The au-
dio-visual media – the 
documentary, movies like 
Pathaan and statements 
in support of freedom of 
expression by big stars 
like Amitabh Bachchan 
and Shahrukh Khan – are 
clear signals of a cultural 
rebellion and revival in 
the country. It is not for 
nothing that a nervous 
Indian prime minister, 
in a representative meet-
ing of his party cadres, 
cautioned his party men 
to keep their hands off 
films. The audience at 
Jashn-e-Rekhta. Photo: 
Twitter/@JashneRekhta 
The vernacular revolu-
tion (and here I treat the 
English language of the 
BBC documentary as an 
Indian vernacular) was 

powerfully signalled 
to me at the Jashn-e-
Rekhta festival. There 
was a shoulder-to-shoul-
der milling around of a 
crowd of Muslim and 
non-Muslim youth. They 
jointly savoured Urdu 
recitations and speeches. 
What was remarkable 
was that eating joints 
had relatively much less 
patrons than booksellers 
selling Urdu books, that 
too in Devanagari script. 
When one considers the 
by-now well-known re-
pressive moves by the 
state authorities to brow-
beat and stigmatise the 
Muslim minority, the fes-
tival was nothing short of 
a spectacle of cultural re-
sistance. The excited and 
enthusiastic watchers of 
a blockbuster movie like 
Pathaan, the ‘clandestine’ 
viewers of the BBC docu-
mentary, and the connois-
seurs at Jashn-e-Rekhta 
are, according to the self-
appointed gatekeepers of 
Hindutva, aided and abet-
ted by the powers that be, 
the ‘deviants’ who need 

to be regimented and 
brought to book. For me, 
on the other hand, they 
are a timely reminder 
in India of those Ira-
nian revolutionaries for 
whom Michel Foucault 
wrote damningly against 
state power. For these 
purveyors of the new vi-
sual media and events, 
our protesting youth and 
their comrades-in-arm, 
the so-called incarcerated 
‘urban Naxals’, there is 
this message from Fou-
cault: “to be respectful 
when something singu-
lar arises; to be intransi-
gent when power offends 
against the universal”. 
The enlightened public 
in India is well-briefed 
about the advent of popu-
list right-wing regimes in 
the present conjuncture 
of world politics. Here I 
wish to write about the 
popular rather than the 
populist, and this too in 
the field of arts. Literature 
and the media – culture 
in short – which is tak-
ing the urban and rurban 
India by storm. Chinese 
Construction of Water-
falls in the building 350,  
- Travel Nfx 00:00 Pre-
vious PauseNext 00:35 / 
03:02 Unmute Settings 
Fullscreen Copy video 
url Play / Pause Mute / 
Unmute Report a prob-
lem Language Share Vid-
verto Player This spurt of 
popular culture has as its 
vanguard the youth and 
the student population. 
In what follows, I delin-
eate three manifestations 
of this upsurge: the Bol-
lywood movie Pathaan, 
the protest over the ban-
ning and more-or-less 

openly defiant watch-
ing of BBC documen-
tary ‘India and the Modi 
Question’ and, finally, the 
captivating ambience of 
an Urdu literary festival, 
Jashn-e-Rekhta, which I 
attended in Delhi late last 
year. Each of these three 
events is a big poster of 
cultural dissent and defi-
ance. The movie Pathaan 
neatly sidesteps the by-
now jaded and repetitive 
narratives of communal-
ism and nationalism in 
our country. Firstly, the 
protagonist Shahrukh 
Khan is an orphan, ambi-
dextrously neither Hindu 
nor Muslim, who has 
bestowed upon himself 
the title ‘Pathaan’ for his 
valorous deed of rescu-
ing Pashtun villagers. 
Neither the geographi-
cally unspecified territory 
nor the religion of this 
character is significant 
for the movie, rather the 
moniker ‘Pathaan’ sym-
bolises his neutral eth-
nicity in relation to India 
and Pakistan. Then there 
are ‘goodies’ and ‘bad-
dies’ on either side of the 
Indo-Pak border and – to 
heighten the semiotically 
fuzzy transcendent and 
global provenance of 
the film’s message – it is 
humanity, the people at 
large, who are saved in 
the movie’s denouement. 
The unprecedented box-
office killings that this 
film made are a reminder 
of the audience fatigue 
of a belaboured and im-
posed narrative of nation-
alism.
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How a Human Rights Law Became a Tool of Repression in Sri Lanka
The recent arrest of the 
YouTuber Sepal Amaras-
inghe has drawn attention 
to Sri Lanka’s Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (IC-
CPR) Act. Amarasinghe 
is accused of making dis-
paraging comments 
about the Sacred Tooth 
Relic in Kandy, which 
many Buddhists vener-
ate. His arrest is not the 
first time the ICCPR Act 
has been deployed to 
punish speech deemed to 
be offensive to Bud-
dhism. In 2019, the writ-
er Shakthika Sathkumara 
was similarly arrested for 
publishing a fictional 
short story titled ‘Ardha’ 
(‘Half’). The story was 
considered offensive to 
Buddhism and the Bud-
dhist clergy as it depicted 
sexual abuse in Buddhist 
temples. Chinese Con-
struction of Waterfalls in 
the building 350,  - Trav-
el Nfx 00:00 Previous 
PauseNext 00:11 / 03:02 
Unmute Settings 
Fullscreen Copy video 
url Play / Pause Mute / 
Unmute Report a prob-
lem Language Share Vid-
verto Player Both Amar-
asinghe and Sathkumara 
were arrested under Sec-
tion 3 of the ICCPR Act, 
while also facing other 
charges. This section is 
modelled on Article 20 of 
an international human 
rights treaty bearing the 
same name, to which Sri 
Lanka is party. How did a 
law that was originally 
crafted to protect human 
rights become a repres-
sive tool to punish blas-
phemy in Sri Lanka? In 
the aftermath of the Sec-
ond World War, member 
states of the United Na-
tions made commitments 

to prohibit hate speech 
that incited violence 
against people on the ba-
sis of their identity. The 
Holocaust taught the 
world that hate and pro-
paganda against a com-
munity could lead to ter-
rible consequences, 
including mass expulsion 
and genocide. This expe-
rience formed the back-
drop to Article 20 of the 
ICCPR. Article 20 (2) 
obliges states to prohibit 
the advocacy of national, 
racial or religious hatred 
that constitutes incite-
ment to discrimination, 
hostility or violence. In 
2007, Sri Lanka attempt-
ed to fulfil its obligation 
as a signatory of the trea-
ty by enacting Section 3 
of the ICCPR Act. De-
spite being modelled on 
Article 20 (2), Section 3 
of Sri Lanka’s ICCPR 
Act contains serious 
weaknesses. Also read: 
Over 9 Million Sri Lank-
ans Have Slipped Into 
Poverty Since January, 
Finds Study First, it does 
not differentiate between 
the three types of incite-
ment found in the inter-
national treaty. States are 
not necessarily expected 
to replicate the treaty and 
prohibit the different 
types of incitement in 
identical ways. For ex-
ample, the penalty for in-
citing violence could in-
clude incarceration, 
whereas the penalty for 
inciting discrimination or 
hostility could be the re-
vocation of a broadcast 
license or the restriction 
of a social media account. 
Yet, Section 3 (1) of Sri 
Lanka’s ICCPR Act 
clumsily lumps each type 
of incitement defined in 
the international treaty 

into a common offence. 
Second, Section 3 (4) of 
the ICCPR Act, allows 
for a person to be arrest-
ed for an alleged offence 
without a warrant. The 
same section also makes 
the offence non-bailable, 
meaning that only the 
High Court, rather than a 
magistrate, may grant 
bail to anyone arrested. 
As a result, this section 
facilitates the arbitrary 
arrest and detention of an 
individual even without 
concrete evidence that 
the individual has com-
mitted an offence. Such 
detention can be pro-
longed until they are pro-
duced before a High 
Court judge. In effect, the 
section permits the state 
to punish individuals 
without ever prosecuting 
and convicting them. 
Weapon against blasphe-
my Blasphemy can be 
defined as an act that is 

sacrilegious or insulting 
towards a divine being or 
sacred object. The term 
“blasphemy” is not found 
in Sri Lankan law. Yet 
Section 290 of the Penal 
Code and Section 31 of 
the Antiquities Ordinance 
outline offences against 
objects and sites consid-
ered sacred by a faith 
group. Both Sathkumara 
and Amarasinghe were 
arrested on suspicion of 
committing offences un-
der the Penal Code in ad-
dition to Section 3 (1) of 
the ICCPR Act. These of-
fences operate on the ba-
sis that a physical or ver-
bal attack against a sacred 
object or site can insult 
the faith concerned or of-
fend the religious suscep-
tibilities of the faith 
group. They clearly 
evoke a prohibition on 
blasphemy. In Sri Lanka, 
pseudo-blasphemy laws 
have become majoritari-

an tools that are selec-
tively applied to protect 
the country’s dominant 
faith. Buddhism, and 
Buddhist clergy, objects 
and sites are typically 
protected under these 
laws. Rarely do we en-
counter the enforcement 
of these laws when an 
object or site associated 
with another faith is at-
tacked. For instance, no 
one involved in the de-
struction of the 200-year-
old Pallakele Masjidhul 
Laafir Jummah Mosque 
during the 2018 anti-
Muslim violence in Kan-
dy District appears to 
have been prosecuted. 
Not fit for purpose The 
ICCPR Act has nothing 
to do with blasphemy. 
The offence of ‘incite-
ment’ involves speech 
that targets a particular 
person or group on the 
basis of their identity. 
The prohibition of the ad-

vocacy of national, racial 
or religious hatred found 
in Section 3 of the Act 
clearly concerns an of-
fence against human be-
ings. It does not relate to 
speech that is disparaging 
of a faith or of a sacred 
object or site associated 
with a faith. Yet, in addi-
tion to its myriad sub-
stantive and procedural 
weaknesses, it appears 
that Section 3 of the IC-
CPR Act is being abused 
to punish acts deemed 
blasphemous. Such abuse 
is evident in the cases of 
Sathkumara and Amaras-
inghe, and the bizarre ar-
rest and detention of 
M.R. Mazahima. Maza-
hima, a Muslim woman, 
was arrested in 2019 for 
allegedly wearing cloth-
ing perceived as offen-
sive to Buddhism. She 
was later released when it 
transpired that her cloth-
ing depicted a ship’s 

wheel, which police offi-
cers mistook for a dharm-
achakra – a sacred Bud-
dhist symbol. The 
charges against Sathku-
mara for his short story 
were eventually dropped 
when it became clear that 
his actions could not be 
legitimately prosecuted 
under Section 3 of the 
ICCPR Act. But the dam-
age was done and the 
punishment already met-
ed out, as Sathkumara 
was arrested without a 
warrant and held in re-
mand custody for several 
months without bail. An 
identical scheme of pun-
ishment is now being im-
posed on Amarasinghe, 
who was arrested without 
a warrant and remains in 
custody until he is even-
tually produced in the 
High Court. In each case, 
the suspect was not ac-
cused of inciting discrim-
ination, hostility or vio-
lence against the 
Buddhist community; 
they were instead ac-
cused of offending Bud-
dhism itself or an object 
or symbol sacred to Bud-
dhists. Section 3 of the 
ICCPR Act is notionally 
designed to protect hu-
man rights and shield 
vulnerable groups from 
incitement to violence. 
Yet, in the 15 years since 
its enactment, it has not 
led to the conviction of 
even a single instigator of 
anti-minority violence in 
Sri Lanka. The instiga-
tors of anti-Muslim vio-
lence in Aluthgama in 
2014, Gintota in 2017, 
Digana and Ampara in 
2018 and Gampaha and 
Kurunegala in 2019 are 
yet to face any form of 
accountability. In some 
cases, the alleged instiga-

tors were militant Bud-
dhist monks. By contrast, 
Ramzy Razeek, a Mus-
lim activist, was detained 
for five months in 2020 
for criticising the govern-
ment policy of mandating 
the cremation of persons 
who died from COV-
ID-19 on Facebook. 
Razeek called for an 
“ideological jihad… us-
ing the pen and keyboard 
as weapons”, in response 
to this policy which ef-
fectively prevented Mus-
lims from observing buri-
al rites in Sri Lanka. In 
addition to such selective 
application, the ICCPR 
Act is being repurposed 
as an anti-blasphemy 
law. This distortion is 
precisely what prompted 
Ahmed Shaheed, a for-
mer UN Special Rappor-
teur on the Freedom of 
Religion or Belief, to 
comment in 2020 that Sri 
Lanka’s ICCPR Act has 
become “a repressive 
tool curtailing freedom of 
thought or opinion, con-
science and religion or 
belief.” In Sri Lanka, the 
ICCPR Act has mutated 
into an affront to the hu-
man rights norms it was 
meant to advance. In-
stead of protecting vul-
nerable communities 
from incitement, it is be-
ing abused to protect the 
dominant faith from in-
sult. It is not fit for pur-
pose and must either be 
radically reformed or re-
pealed altogether. Gehan 
Gunatilleke is an attor-
ney-at-law, and a senior 
partner at the Colombo-
based law firm LexAG. 
He is a post-doctoral fel-
low at Pembroke Col-
lege, University of Ox-
ford, with expertise in 
constitutional law.

The Pandemic and Lockdown Have Been 
Catastrophic for India’s Pre-Schoolers

The results of the first post-
pandemic Annual Status of 
Education Report (ASER) 
are out but the situation may 
be even worse than what the 
2023 survey has captured. 
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port a problem Language 
Share Vidverto Player As 
an educationist of 45 years 
standing, the question I ask 
myself is – Are we on the 
brink of losing a whole gen-
eration? I am serious when 
I pose this question. It both-
ers me, fills me with an-
guish to see what we adults 
are allowing to happen to 
our children, irrespective 
of the age bracket they be-
long to. Mobile, screen time 
exposure is having a cata-
strophic effect on them. The 
worst hit are the ones born 
a few years before or dur-
ing the COVID-19 period. 
What will happen to them, 
when they reach their pu-

berty, teens, adolescence, 
is beyond comprehension. 
We, at Mothercare School, 
have had pre-schoolers 
coming to us for the last 
45 years. We have never 
before witnessed what we 
get to see now. Children 
who are unable to speak, 
interact with others, focus, 
relate to others, socialise, 
share. Their cognitive abil-
ity is lacking, they do not 
have the required fine or 
gross motor control. In fact, 
we find quite a few cannot 
chew or swallow solid food. 
Most of them throw tan-
trums if not given what they 
want. Some, even at the age 
of 5/6 years, are speaking 
a mix of Korean, English, 
Hindi which no one can un-
derstand. Why? These kids 
have got addicted to Korean 
or other language cartoons 
and that’s the mixture of 
garbled language they can 
speak, which no one, not 
even their parents or speech 
therapists, can understand. 
Also read: ‘Exams as War’, 
‘Focus on Science’, Boys 
Shown More: Report on 

Edtech Ads Flags Con-
cerns Some little ones do 
not sleep before midnight 
because of their addiction 
and get up by noon the next 
day. The COVID-19 pe-
riod was an abnormal one 
for middle-class families. 
With work from home, no 
domestic help, ailing, dy-
ing family members, finan-
cial setbacks…. these kids 
were left to fend for them-
selves, often with a mo-
bile device handed over to 
them. It starts with parents 
saying we only give them 
the mobile while feeding 
them. The children don’t 
open their mouth to eat, till 
they have a mobile in their 
hand. Blackmailing learnt 
at a very early age. The 
screen time saga has begun, 
regardless of what dam-
age electromagnetic waves 
do to the fast, multiply-
ing brain cells of the child. 
Even now, with both par-
ents working, breakdown 
of the joint family system in 
India, or elderly ailing old-
er generation at home and 
kids left in care of maids 
who use their own, mobiles 
as pacifiers for the kids, 
watching their own favou-
rite TV programmes. The 
little one quiet and manage-
able with her or his hand-
held mobile. Everyone is 
happy but clueless about 
the permanent damage to 
the young child. Is there 
nothing that can be done? 
This issue needs to be taken 
up on a war footing. What 
we have found to work is 
to get the kids engaged in 
things – more interesting 
activities, interaction with 
other sensitive adults and 
children. We humans are 

gregarious animals and we 
need human one-to one in-
teraction. The children need 
varied stimuli for each and 
every development area. 
They need the human touch 
in every stimulus providing 
activity.  The virtual kind 
makes us into isolated be-
ings lacking in human traits. 
Watch: ‘Once in a Century’ 
Crisis as Schools Struggle 
to Make Up for COVID 
Learning Loss If we cannot 
give time and inputs needed 
by these little ones at home 
– in these formative years 
of their life, when 95% of 
brain development and per-
sonality traits get ingrained 
– we should look for a good 
pre-school/day care facil-
ity, one that is a home away 
from home. A place where 
personalised attention is 
given and conscious effort 
made to fill in all the gaps 
mentioned above. Chil-
dren should have the op-
portunity to try their hands 
at different activities. And 
adults must be able to see 
what game, sports, music, 
art, dance, dramatisation, 
story narration, interests 
the child. What inherent 
talent, attributes, does the 
child have. What is her or 
his god given gift. An early 
start with sensitive teachers 
who can sow the seeds of 
interest, which can, some-
day, perhaps, become a ca-
reer for them. The seed gets 
sown in a child-friendly 
way, at this formative stage. 
Blank faced toddlers with 
mobiles in their hands. Our 
future generation is too pre-
cious. This whole problem 
requires in depth research, 
study and an effort to find 
constructive solutions. This 

The Dangerous Agenda Behind 
Probing Interfaith Marriages

The move to set up a panel 
to monitor and probe in-
terfaith marriages appears 
to be a sinister one – it has 
the possibility of dovetail-
ing into an anti-conversion 
law such as the ones passed 
by nine other states already. 
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Vidverto Player The panel, 
named ‘Interfaith marriage-
family coordination com-
mittee (state level)’, will be 
headed by the women and 
child development minister, 
who is a vocal Bharatiya 
Janata Party leader from 
Mumbai’s rich constitu-
ency of Malabar Hill, Man-
gal Prabhat Lodha, who 
is well known for his anti-
Muslim views. Initially the 
panel was to probe both 
inter-caste and interfaith 
marriages, but the govern-
ment resolution (GR) was 
amended quickly due to op-
position from various polit-
ical parties as Maharashtra 
has a policy of encouraging 
inter-caste marriages. So 
the word ‘inter-caste’ was 
dropped and now the panel 
will probe only interfaith 
marriages (read: Hindu 
women marrying Muslim 
men). Deputy chief min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis 
commented: “It is alarm-
ing that there has been an 
increase in cases of cheat-
ing in interfaith marriages 
in some parts of the state. 
Therefore, fraud in the 

name of love jihad has to be 
stopped.” ‘Love jihad’ is an 
unproven conspiracy theory 
used by Bharatiya Janata 
Party leaders and Hindutva 
groups to accuse Muslim 
men of converting Hindu 
women using the lure of 
marriage. The panel will 
collect information about 
such marriages through the 
registrar’s office and stamp 
duty offices, and not only 
marriages registered un-
der the Special Marriage 
Act but those performed in 
temples or other informal 
forums will be scrutinised 
too. Even live-in relation-
ships will come under the 
scanner. Also read: Using 
‘Love Jihad’ as a Rallying 
Cry, Sanatan Sanstha At-
tempts to Communalise the 
Konkan It is obvious that 
the motive of such moni-
toring is to prevent Hindu 
women from marrying 
Muslim men. However, it 
has put Hindu women who 
wish to marry men from 
another faith out of their 
own choice at great risk 
and endangered their lives. 
Most parents oppose such 

marriages and inflict a great 
deal of violence to prevent 
such marriages from taking 
place. The stated motive of 
bringing about a ‘reconcili-
ation’ between the parents 
and the woman in question 
seems to be a hoax. It will 
only strengthen patriarchal 
control over women and 
prevent women from ex-
ercising their autonomy in 
the matter of choosing a life 
partner. In this panel, state 
power will coalesce with 
patriarchal power to choke 
women’s choices. The ruse 
for this move is the recent 
gruesome murder of  Shrad-
dha Walker by her live-
in Muslim partner, Aaf-
tab Poonawala. Right-wing 
groups have refused to view 
this as a case of domestic 
violence against women in 
general and have turned it 
into a communal frenzy, 
as though all murders and 
violence takes place only 
in inter-faith relationships. 
Most of the women who 
face domestic violence are 
in same-faith marriages/
relationships and are sub-
jected to an unspeakable 

degree of cruelty. However, 
their plight does not seem to 
be of concern to this panel. 
This alone exposes the 
government’s hidden mo-
tive. The panel will not be 
concerned with addressing 
issues of violence against 
women within marriage or 
in marriage-like relation-
ships, and will not make any 
effort to address it or pro-
vide remedies. That’s not 
the aim of this committee. 
The entire move is directed 
towards infantilising young 
women and disregarding 
their agency. This will also 
place Hindu women at great 
risk from vigilantist groups 
who might attack them and 
threaten their lives. It will 
normalise interference in 
people’s personal lives and 
violate their right to priva-
cy, which is a fundamental 
right. It will expose young 
women to newer  ways 
of harassment and black-
mail. It appears to b e 
a shortsighted move driv-
en by a single, one-point 
agenda of preventing Hindu 
women from falling in love 
or marrying.
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Israel To Legalise 9 Settlements 
In Occupied West Bank

Jerusalem: Israel’s secu-
rity cabinet announced 
on Sunday that it would 
legalise nine settlements 
in the occupied West 
Bank following a series 
of attacks in east Jerusa-
lem, including one that 
killed three Israelis. “In 
response to the murder-
ous terrorist attacks in 
Jerusalem, the security 
cabinet decided unani-
mously to authorise nine 
communities in Judea 
and Samaria,” Prime 
Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu’s office said in 
a statement that included 
the name Israel uses for 
the West Bank, Palestin-
ian territory occupied by 
Israel since 1967. “These 
communities have ex-
isted for many years; 
some have existed for 
decades,” it said. These 
so-called “wild” settle-
ments were built without 
authorisation from the 
Israeli government. “The 
Civil Administration 

Higher Planning Com-
mittee will be convened 
in the coming days to ap-
prove the construction of 
new residential units in 
existing communities in 
Judea and Samaria,” the 
statement said. It said the 
“security cabinet made a 
series of additional deci-
sions in the framework 
of the determined fight 
against terrorism” includ-
ing strengthening security 
forces in Jerusalem. Ne-
tanyahu said earlier Sun-
day during a meeting of 
his government he want-
ed to “strengthen settle-
ments”, which are illegal 
under international law. 

More than 475,000 Israe-
lis reside in settlements 
in the West Bank, where 
2.8 million Palestinians 
live. Netanyahu also an-
nounced that his govern-
ment wanted to submit 
legislation to the Knesset 
(parliament) this week to 
revoke the Israeli nation-
ality of “terrorists”. The 
measures apply to Israeli 
Arabs as well as to Pales-
tinians with resident sta-
tus in east Jerusalem, part 
of the city annexed by Is-
rael. This announcement 
comes amid an outbreak 
of Israeli-Palestinian 
violence. A Palestinian 
killed three Israelis, 

The US Air Force gen-
eral overseeing North 
American airspace said 
on Sunday after a series 
of shoot-downs of un-
identified objects that he 
would not rule out aliens 
or any other explana-
tion yet, deferring to 
US intelligence experts. 
Asked whether he had 
ruled out an extraterres-
trial origin for three air-
borne objects shot down 
by US warplanes in as 
many days, General Glen 
VanHerck said: “I’ll let 
the intel community and 
the counterintelligence 
community figure that 
out. I haven’t ruled out 
anything.” “At this point 
we continue to assess 
every threat or potential 
threat, unknown, that ap-
proaches North America 
with an attempt to iden-
tify it,” said VanHerck, 
head of US North Ameri-
can Aerospace Defense 
Command (NORAD) 
and Northern Command. 
VanHerck’s comments 
came during a Pentagon 

briefing on Sunday af-
ter a US F-16 fighter jet 
shot down an octagonal-
shaped object over Lake 
Huron on the US-Canada 
border, acting on orders 
from US President Joe 
Biden. It was the third 
unidentified flying ob-
ject to be knocked out of 
the sky by US warplanes 
since Friday, follow-
ing the Feb. 4 downing 
of a suspected Chinese 
weather balloon that put 
North American air de-
fenses on high alert. An-
other US defense official, 
speaking on condition of 

anonymity, said separate-
ly after the news briefing 
that the military had seen 
no evidence suggesting 
that any of the objects 
in question were of ex-
traterrestrial origin. Van-
Herck told reporters that 
the military was unable 
to immediately deter-
mine the means by which 
any of the three latest ob-
jects were kept aloft, the 
means of their propulsion 
or where they were com-
ing from. “We’re calling 
them objects, not bal-
loons, for a reason, said 
VanHerck, who is head 

of the joint US-Canadian 
North American Aero-
space Defense Com-
mand (NORAD) and the 
US Air Force Northern 
Command. The incidents 
come as the Pentagon has 
undertaken a new push 
in recent years to inves-
tigate military sightings 
of UFOs - rebranded 
in official government 
parlance as “unidenti-
fied aerial phenomena,” 
or UAPs. However, the 
government’s effort to 
investigate anomalous, 
unidentified.

Imran Khan Says “Experiment Of Regime 
Change” Has Failed In Pakistan

Imran: Former prime 
minister and Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chairman Imran Khan 
on Sunday said that the 
“experiment of regime 
change has failed” by the 
new military leadership, 
reported Geo News. “I’m 
sure amongst the new 
military leadership there 
is a realization that this 
experiment of regime 
change has gone wrong,” 
he said in an interview 
with the US broadcaster, 
Voice of America. Since 
his ouster from power in 
a parliamentary vote of 
no-confidence last April, 
Khan has had a public 
falling out with the mili-
tary, despite previously 
enjoying a close relation-
ship with the country’s 
most powerful institu-
tion. While responding 
to a question regarding 
his relationship with the 
military as the premier, 
the PTI chief said that all 
the policies of the mili-
tary in Pakistan depend 
on one individual. “Mili-
tary [in Pakistan] means 

one man, the army chief. 
So, the whole policy of 
military vis-a-vis their 
dealing with the civilian 
government depends on 
the personality of one 
man.” The deposed prime 
minister went on to say 
that the positive side of 
his relationship with the 
then-army chief, General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa, was 
his government having 
the “organized strength 
of Pakistan Army to help 
us”. He said that the ef-
fect of this relationship 
was seen in the form of 
Pakistan’s successful re-
sponse to COVID-19. 
He accused then-army 
chief Gen. Qamar Javed 

Bajwa of conspiring with 
his political opponents 
to remove him from of-
fice with help from the 
United States -- allega-
tions that Washington, 
the Pakistani military, 
and the government have 
repeatedly denied. The 
“problem”, according to 
Imran Khan, occurred 
when Gen Bajwa “fa-
voured some of the big-
gest crooks in this coun-
try”. He claimed that 
the former army chief 
wanted his government 
to turn a blind eye to the 
“biggest problem” and 
work in cooperation with 
the corrupt leaders, “giv-
ing them immunity from 

their corruption cases”. 
Khan further stated that 
the former COAS had 
close ties with Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
and they “conspired”, 
and as a result the “re-
gime change took place”. 
According to the oust-
ed premier, Pakistan’s 
economy has gone into 
a tailspin and the coun-
try is facing the worst 
political and economic 
crisis in history, reported 
Geo News. Khan further 
stated that it was the se-
curity forces’ negligence 
that allowed the Paki-
stani Taliban, or TTP, to 
resume its activities. He 
expressed hope that the 
military would stop in-
terfering in politics and 
would build good rela-
tions with Washington 
-- despite accusing it of 
conspiring in his ouster, 
reported VOA. Sharing 
his views on his demand 
for general elections, the 
PTI chief said that stag-
ing “free and fair elec-
tions is not possible.

 Body of Missing Indian 
Found Under Collapsed Hotel

Russia Supplied India With Arms Worth 
$13 Billion In Past 5 Years

Russia supplied India 
with around $13 bil-
lion of arms during the 
past five years, and New 
Delhi has orders placed 
with Moscow for weap-
ons and military equip-
ment exceeding $10 bil-
lion, Russian state news 
agencies reported late 
on Sunday. India is the 
world’s biggest buyer of 
Russian arms, account-
ing for around 20% of 
Moscow’s current order 
book, and New Delhi 
has not explicitly con-
demned Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine. Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has called for dia-
logue and diplomacy to 
solve the conflict, now 
in its 12th month. Scores 
of Western countries im-
posed sanctions on Rus-
sia, including on arms, in 
response to the invasion, 
which Moscow calls a 
“special military opera-

tion”. India, China and 
some Southeast Asian 
countries have main-
tained their interest in 
buying Russian arms, 
according to Dmitry 
Shugayev, the head of 
Russia’s Federal Service 
for Military-Technical 
Cooperation, the agen-
cies reported. “Despite 
the unprecedented pres-
sure on India from West-
ern countries led by the 
United States in connec-
tion with Russia’s special 
operation in Ukraine, it 
continues to be one of 
Russia’s main partners 
in the field of military-
technical cooperation,” 
Interfax agency quoted 
Shugayev as saying. An-
nual arms exports were 
about $14-15 billion, and 
the order book has re-
mained steady at around 
$50 billion, Interfax re-
ported. Asian customers 
are particularly interested 

in Russia’s S-400 Triumf 
missile defence systems, 
short-range surface-to-
air missiles systems such 
as the Osa, Pechora or 
Strela, as well as Su-
30 warplanes, MiG-29 
helicopters and drones, 
Shugayev said. Russia’s 

TASS state news agen-
cy reported that Russia 
will present about 200 
samples of weapons and 
military equipment at the 
14th international aero-
space exhibition Aero In-
dia 2023, which opens on 
Monday in Bengaluru. 

India is scouting for bil-
lions of dollars worth of 
military planes, complet-
ing jetliner deals to meet 
civilian demand and 
pressing global aircraft 
manufacturers to pro-
duce more locally at the 
show this week.

Bengaluru: The body of 
an Indian, who went miss-
ing following the massive 
earthquake in Turkey, 
has been found under 
the rubble of a hotel on 
Saturday, the Indian Em-
bassy said, adding that it 
would be sent to India as 
early as possible.”We in-
form with sorrow that the 

mortal remains of Vijay 
Kumar, an Indian missing 
in Turkey since the Feb-
ruary 6 earthquake, have 
been found and identified 
among debris of a hotel 
in Malatya, where he was 
on a business trip,” the 
Indian Embassy said in a 
statement. As per sourc-
es, Vijay Kumar’s body 

was identified with his 
tattoo of the word “Om” 
on one of his hands as 
his face was badly dis-
figured. Hailing from 
Uttarakhand`s Kotdwar, 
Vijay Kumar worked at 
Bengaluru-based Oxy-
plants India Private Ltd 
and was on a business 
trip to Turkey`s Malatya 

Austria faces criticism for granting visas to 
sanctioned Russian lawmakers

Austria is facing heavy 
criticism after the coun-
try granted visas to Rus-
sian lawmakers who 
have been sanctioned 
amid Moscow’s ongo-
ing conflict with Ukraine 
to attend the Organiza-
tion for Security and 
Cooperation (OSCE) 
meeting in Vienna. This 
comes as the European 
Union member nation 
has tried to balance its 
long-standing position of 
military neutrality amid 
the conflict between Rus-
sia and Ukraine. At least 
81 OSCE delegates from 
20 countries criticised 

Austria’s decision, in a 
letter and called upon the 
government to ban the 
participation of the sanc-
tioned Russians, reported 
the Associated Press. 
The letter in question 
was addressed to Aus-
tria’s chancellor, foreign 
minister and other offi-
cials in which at least 81 
delegates from 20 coun-
tries including France, 
the United Kingdom, 
Poland, Ukraine, and so 
on have called upon the 
government in Vienna 
to ban the participation 
of sanctioned Russian 
lawmakers. They wrote, 

“Russian parliamentar-
ians are an integral part 
of the power system and 
complicit in the crimes 
Russia commits every 
day in Ukraine.” There-
fore, lawmakers from 
Moscow “have no place 
in an institution tasked 
with promoting sincere 
dialogue and opposi-
tion to the war,” the let-
ter added. They also said 
that Russia would use the 
meeting to “sow disin-
formation, fake news and 
hate speech” and their 
participation would be 
read as “indirect legitimi-
sation and part of a return 
to ‘business as usual,’” 
reported AFP. Since the 
beginning of the conflict, 
while the Austrian gov-
ernment has condemned 
the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, it has asserted 
the need to maintain dip-
lomatic relations with 
Moscow. The European 
country is also home to 
several international or-

ganisations, including the 
57-member nation OSCE 
which was established 
during the Cold War to 
facilitate dialogue be-
tween the East and West, 
of which Russia is also a 
part. Reports suggest that 
Moscow plans to send 
delegates on February 23 
and 24 when the OSCE’s 
parliamentary assembly 
is set to convene. How-
ever, the Russian del-
egation includes at least 
15 lawmakers who have 
been sanctioned by the 
EU. Earlier this month, 
Austrian Foreign Minis-
ter Alexander Schallen-
berg also defended the 
government’s decision 
to issue visas to the sanc-
tioned Russian lawmak-
ers. He argued that de-
spite the “brutal Russian 
attack against Ukraine”, 
it is important to have 
open channels of com-
munication with Mos-
cow. Additionally, the 
foreign ministry said that 

they are legally obligat-
ed as the host of OSCE 
headquarters in the coun-
try’s capital city to grant 
visas to representatives 
of nations who want to 
participate. So far, Aus-
tria has only sent hu-
manitarian aid to Ukraine 
but unlike most of its EU 
counterparts has not sent 
weapons to Kyiv. This 
also comes days after 
Austria expelled four 
Russian diplomats for 
acting “in a manner in-
consistent with their dip-
lomatic status”. Out of 
the four diplomats, the 
two stationed at the Rus-
sian Embassy in Austria 
were declared personae 
non-gratae and ordered 
to leave the country by 
February 8. Whereas the 
other two worked at the 
Russian mission to the 
United Nations in Vi-
enna, said the Austrian 
foreign ministry.

Aliens? Not Ruling Out, Says US General 
As 3rd Object Shot Down In 3 Days
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Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates talks 
about ChatGPT: Here’s what he has to say

Microsoft’s AI bot Chat-
GPT has taken the world 
by a storm. The company 
has strengthened its pres-
ence and popularity by 
introducing a new an up-
dated version of its web 
search engine Bing and 
web browser Edge with 
an AI bot which the com-
pany says is more pow-
erful than the original 
ChatGPT. In response, 
Google has launched its 
own ChatGPT competi-
tor Bard and announced 
that it will soon be bring-
ing Bard to its search 
engine, Google Search. 
The internet right now 
is brimming with ac-
counts wherein users are 
increasingly sharing their 
own experience of using 
ChatGPT. At a time like 
this, Microsoft co-found-
er Bill Gates has shared 
his thoughts on ChatGPT 
and how it is likely to 
change the world. Also 
Read - Google Meet 
hacks: How to record a 
meeting “Until now, ar-
tificial intelligence could 
read and write, but could 
not understand the con-

tent. The new programs 
like ChatGPT will make 
many office jobs more ef-
ficient by helping to write 
invoices or letters. This 
will change our world,” 
Gates told German busi-
ness daily Handelsblatt 
in a podcast. Also Read 
- Amazon announces 
Fab Phones Fest: Check 
top deals and offers here 
Furthermore, the Micro-
soft co-founder said that 
AI bots like ChatGPT 
and Google Bard offer 
optimisations for reading 

and writing that will have 
a ‘huge impact’ in vari-
ous sectors, particularly 
in health care and educa-
tions. Gates believes that 
in these field AI bots like 
Bard and ChatGPT can 
‘tangibly improve effi-
ciency and meaningfully 
improve outcomes. Also 
Read - Supreme Court 
rejects Google’s plea to 
modify court imposing 
Rs 1337.76 cr penalty 
“The easiest way to un-
derstand it is that AI has 
got very good at speech 

recognition and visual 
recognition, but they es-
sentially couldn’t read,” 
Gates said as reported by 
CNBC. Simply put, older 
AI platforms could pro-
cess or derrive meaning 
out of the language that 
was being fed to them. 
However, newer AI plat-
forms like ChatGPT and 
Bard ‘are capable of train-
ing, improving, and read-
ing and writing through 
new knowledge’. They 
are more intelligent that 
way. During the podcast, 
the Microsoft co-founder 
also talked about some 
potential applications 
that we could see in the 
near future. For instance, 
ChatGPT could be used 
in everyday office tasks. 
He also said that an in-
tegration of ChatGPT in 
Microsoft Teams could 
lead the AI to keep a 
track of coversations in 
a meeting and store rel-
evant information from 
the meeting. He said that 
these platforms are go-
ing to witness profound 
improvements in the next 
couple of years.

Poco X5 Pro first sale today at 12 PM: 
Check price, offers, and specs

Poco last week launched 
the much-awaited Poco 
X5 Pro mid-range smart-
phone in India. The 
device comes with the 
signature Poco design 
and an impressive specs 
sheet. Also Read - Poco 
X5 Pro alternatives to 
consider: Nothing Phone 
(1), iQOO Z6 Pro, and 
more It is one of the 
cheapest phones with 
Snapdragon 778G and an 
IR blaster. Starting today, 
the smartphone will go 
on sale in India via Flip-
kart. Let’s take a look at 
the details. Also Read - 
Poco X5, Poco X5 Pro 
to launch in India today 
at 5.30 pm IST: How 
to watch it live; what to 
expect Poco X5 Pro first 
sale: Price, offers, and 
more The Poco X5 Pro 
will go on its first sale 
today at 12 PM on Flip-
kart. The device is priced 
starting at Rs 22,999 for 
the 6GB + 128GB vari-
ant and Rs 24,999 for the 
8GB + 256GB variant. 
However, with offers, the 
device can be purchased 
at a lower price. Also 

Read - Poco X5, Poco 
X5 Pro 5G to launch to-
morrow in India: All we 
know so far The smart-
phone has Rs 2,000 in-
stant discount on ICICI 
and HDFC Bank Credit 
and Debit card transac-
tions. With this, the final 
price comes down to Rs 
20,999 and Rs 22,999, 
respectively. Flipkart is 
also offering a No Cost 
EMI option starting at Rs 
3,645 per month. There’s 
an exchange offer of up 
to Rs 20,000 on the de-
vice. It comes in three 
color options including 
a new shade. It has As-
tral Black, Poco Yellow, 

and the new Horizon 
Blue color. Poco X5 Pro 
specifications The Poco 
X5 Pro comes with a 
6.67-inch Xfinity display 
with a 120Hz refresh rate 
and Full-HD+ resolution. 
It is an AMOLED panel 
with 1920 PWM dim-
ming, Dolby Vision, and 
HDR10+ support. The 
display has Corning Go-
rilla Glass 5 protection. 
The smartphone features 
a triple camera system on 
the back with a 108MP 
main lens, an 8MP ultra-
wide lens, and a 2MP 
macro sensor. The de-
vice is capable of shoot-
ing 4K videos at 30fps. 

It has a 16MP camera on 
the front. As for perfor-
mance, the device houses 
a Snapdragon 778G chip-
set paired with up to 8GB 
of LPDDR4X RAM and 
UFS 2.2 internal storage. 
The device has dual ste-
reo speakers with Dolby 
Atmos support. Coming 
to the battery, it packs a 
5,000mAh cell with sup-
port for 67W fast charg-
ing. It is said to charge 
completely in just 45 
minutes. Unfortunately, 
Poco has offered Android 
12 OS out of the box, but 
it does have the latest 
MIUI 14.

ChatGPT Frenzy Takes Over China 
as Firms Rush to Integrate

Microsoft-backed OpenAI 
has kept its hit ChatGPT app 
off-limits to users in China, 
but the app is attracting 
huge interest in the country, 
with firms rushing to inte-
grate the technology into 
their products and launch 
rival solutions. While resi-
dents in the country are 
unable to create OpenAI 
accounts to access the arti-
ficial intelligence-powered 
(AI) chatbot, virtual private 
networks and foreign phone 
numbers are helping some 
bypass those restrictions. At 
the same time, the OpenAI 
models behind the Chat-
GPT programme, which can 
write essays, recipes and 
complex computer code, 
are relatively accessible in 
China and increasingly be-
ing incorporated into Chi-
nese consumer technology 
applications from social 
networks to online shop-
ping. Google Warns Against 
Pitfalls of AI in Chatbots: 
Report The tool’s surging 
popularity is rapidly rais-

ing awareness in China 
about how advanced US 
AI is and, according to ana-
lysts, just how far behind 
tech firms in the world’s 
second-largest economy 
are as they scramble to 
catch up. “There is huge 
excitement around Chat-
GPT. Unlike the metaverse 
which faces huge difficulty 
in finding real-life applica-
tion, ChatGPT has suddenly 
helped us achieve human-
computer interaction,” 
said Ding Daoshi, director 
of Beijing-based internet 
consultancy Sootoo. “The 

changes it will bring about 
are more immediate, more 
direct and way quicker.” 
OpenAI or ChatGPT itself 
is not blocked by Chinese 
authorities but OpenAI does 
not allow users in mainland 
China, Hong Kong, Iran, 
Russia and parts of Africa 
to sign up. Bard, Bing and 
Baidu: How the AI Race 
Will Change Computing 
Forever OpenAI told Re-
uters it is working to make 
its services more widely 
available. “While we would 
like to make our technology 
available everywhere,.

Google Meet hacks: How to turn on live 
translated captions in your meetings

Google Meet is an in-
credibly useful video 
conferencing platform 
that makes catching up 
with far away family 
members and colleagues 
easy. It offers a bouquet 
of features and function-
alities that make it easier 
for users to understand 
the conversation going 
on in a meeting even if 
it isn’t happening in the 
language that a particular 
user uses predominantly. 

Case and point, the live 
translated captions fea-
ture. It lets users under-
stand the conversation 
in a meeting by showing 
captions in the language 
of choice in real time. 
Also Read - WhatsApp’s 
new feature will let you 
share high-quality im-
ages with ease But there 
is a caveat. This feature 
is available in select lan-
guages at the moment. 
Users can use translated 

captions to translate Eng-
lish to or from these lan-
guages: French, German, 
Portuguese and Spanish. 
On the other hand, users 
can use translated cap-
tions to translate English 
into these languages: 
Japanese (Available on 
Desktop and Android); 
Mandarin, simplified 
(Available on Desktop 
and Android); and Swed-
ish (Available on Desktop 
and Android). Also Read 
- Apple’s 27-inch dis-
play with mini-LEDs is 
not likely to arrive soon: 
Report Also, this feature 
is available for Business 
Standard, Business Plus, 
Enterprise Starter, En-
terprise Standard, Enter-
prise Plus, Teaching & 
Learning Upgrade and 
Education Plus custom-
ers only. Also Read - Mi-
crosoft is bringing Mine-
craft to Chromebooks: 

Check if you are eligible 
for the update So, if you 
check all these boxes and 
you want to turn on this 
feature for your meet-
ing in Google Meet, 
here’s what you need to 
do: How to turn on live 
translated captions in 
Google Meet on your 
computer Step 1: Open 
Google Meet on your 
computer. Step 2: In your 
meeting, click the More 
Options button. Step 3: 
Now click the Settings 
button. Step 4: In the 
settings menu, go to the 
Captions option. Step 5: 
Now toggle the button 
to turn on Captions. Step 
6: Now, select the “Lan-
guage of the meeting.” 
Step 7: Next, toggle on 
the Translated Captions 
button. Step 8: Select 
the language to translate 
into. How to turn on live 
translated captions in 

Google Meet on Android 
Step 1: On your Android 
device when you’re in a 
meeting, tap the screen 
to display call controls. 
Step 2: Now, tap More 
Controls option and then 
tap the Settings option. 
Step 3: Now toggle the 
button to turn on Live 
Captions functional-
ity. Step 4: Next, select 
the Language of the call 
Closed Caption. Step 5: 
Tap Save. Step 6: Now, 
tap the Translation Lan-
guage option. Step 7: Se-
lect the language to trans-
late you want to translate 
the conversation into and 
then tap Save. Step 8: To 
return to the main screen, 
tap the Close button. 
How to turn on live trans-
lated captions in Google 
Meet on iOS Step 1: On 
your iOS device.when 
you’re in a meeting, tap 
the screen to display call 

Motorola Moto Buds 600 ANC 
Earphones With Google Assistant

Motorola Moto Buds 600 
ANC, a new pair of truly 
wireless stereo (TWS) 
earbuds can now be pur-
chased separately by cus-
tomers, the company an-
nounced on Wednesday. 
These earphones were 
previously available as 
part of the Motorola Edge 
30 Fusion package in the 
US. Even though Motor-
ola is best known for its 
smartphones, the Leno-
vo-owned company has 

dabbled in sound tech-
nology and products such 
as earbuds, headphones, 
and wireless speakers. 
Motorola Sound already 
has a decent portfolio 
aimed at various price 
segments. The new TWS 
earphones is an upgrade 
from the company’s pre-
vious model, and are 
claimed to provide bet-
ter sound clarity and call 
quality, along with sup-
port for active noise can-

cellation. Moto Buds 600 
ANC price According to 
the company, the Moto 
Buds 600 ANC is priced 
at $149.99 (roughly Rs 
12,400) in the US. The 
TWS earbuds were pre-
viously available as part 
of the Motorola Edge 30 
Fusion package. Custom-
ers will be able to select 
one of two colours: Wi-
netasting and Jet Black. 
Motorola is yet to an-
nounce details of avail-
ability of the earbuds in 
India. Moto Buds 600 
ANC specifications, fea-
tures The earbuds are 
designed with a stem and 
slightly slanted pods on 
top. They are equipped 
with silicone ear tips to 
ensure that active noise 
cancellation works prop-
erly. The charging case 
has an oval shape with 
rounded edges. It resem-
bles a box of face powder. 
A physical button can be 
found in the centre of the 
vacant space on one side 

WhatsApp’s new feature will let you share high-
quality images with ease

WhatsApp, over the 
years, has made it easy 
for users to share images 
in bulk on its platform. 
What was once upon a 
time limited to just shar-
ing 10 images at a time 
has now been increased to 
30 images. However, one 
issue that has remained 
consistent is that of im-
age quality. As of now, 
the Meta-owned messag-
ing app compresses im-
ages before sharing it on 
the platform. One way 
around that WhatsApp 
users have found in a bid 
to retain the image qual-
ity is by sending images 
in a PDF format. Now, a 
new report says that the 
company is working on 
a functionality that will 
enable WhatsApp users 
to share high-quality im-
ages with their friends 
and family. Also Read 
- Apple’s 27-inch dis-
play with mini-LEDs is 
not likely to arrive soon: 

Report According to a 
report by WABetaInfo, 
the feature in develop-
ment will soon make it 
possible to send photos 
in their original quality. A 
screenshot of the feature 
shared by the blog post 
shows that WhatsApp 
will soon introduce a but-
ton in its image-editor 
tool that will enable users 
to pick between Standard 
Quality images and HD 
Quality images, giving 
users more flexibility in 
terms of sharing images. 
Also Read - Microsoft 
is bringing Minecraft to 
Chromebooks: Check if 
you are eligible for the 
update “This is a great 
improvement compared 
to the current image 
compression that occurs 
when sending images. 
People will no longer 
have to worry about their 
images losing quality or 
resolution when sending 
them,” the blog site wrote 

in a post. Also Read 
- WhatsApp is extend-
ing media sharing limit 
on iOS: Here’s what we 
know Furthermore, the 
blog site says that even 
as WhatsApp introduces 
the functionality to share 
high-quality images, us-
ers will still have the op-
tion of sending photos 
using the standard com-

pression method, ‘which 
can be useful for those 
who wish to conserve 
storage space, and it is al-
ways the default option.’ 
WhatsApp is developing 
this feature for its What-
sApp beta for Android 
and Desktop beta apps. 
There is no word on 
when this feature will be 
available in the main app. 

What else? WhatsApp, as 
per another report by the 
blog site is also working 
on a functionality that 
would extend its image 
sharing capabilities. As 
of now, WhatsApp users 
can share up to 30 im-
ages at a time. Now, the 
company is working on a 
feature that would extend 
this limit.
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Over 17,400 Tech Employees Got Fired 
in Feb Globally to Date

New Delhi: More than 
17,400 employees in 
the tech industry have 
lost jobs in the month 
of February globally to 
date, with many work-
ers in India receiving 
pink slips amid deepen-

ing global macroeco-
nomic conditions. In 
2023 so far, around 340 
companies have laid off 
more than 1.10 lakh em-
ployees worldwide, and 
there appears to be no 
respite from job cuts. 

Major companies which 
commenced layoffs 
this month include Ya-
hoo, BYJU’s, GoDaddy, 
GitHub, eBay, Autodesk, 
OLX Group and oth-
ers. In January, close to 
1 lakh of them lost jobs 
in the month of Janu-
ary globally, dominated 
by companies like Ama-
zon, Microsoft, Google, 
Salesforce and others, 
according to layoff.fyi, 
a website that tracks job 
cuts globally. More than 
3,300 tech employees 
lost jobs daily on an av-
erage by more than 288 
companies worldwide in 
January alone. More job 
cuts are likely coming in 
days to come amid reces-
sion fears. After firing 
11,000 employees in No-

vember last year, Meta 
(formerly Facebook) is 
reportedly planning to re-
duce headcount further in 
its “year of efficiency”. 
Aviation giant Boeing 
is slashing 2,000 jobs in 
finance and HR verticals 
this year and the com-
pany outsources about 
a third of those jobs to 
Tata Consulting Services 
(TCS) in Bengaluru. In 
2022, over 1,000 com-
panies laid off 154,336 
workers, as per the data 
by layoffs tracking site 
Layoffs.fyi. So far, more 
than 2.5 lakh tech em-
ployees have lost jobs.for 
the clean energy partner-
ship, aimed at knowledge 
transfer on ethanol tech-
nology.

Domestic Market Ownership Rises for 5th 
Quarter in a Row to 24.44% in Dec

New Delhi: The equity 
ownership of domestic 
investors, including insti-
tutions and high networth 
individuals, touched an 
all-time high of 24.44 per 
cent in December quar-
ter, making it the fifth 
consecutive quarterly in-
crease. Retail investors’ 
ownership in the market 
stood at 7.23 per cent in 
December 2022, margin-
ally down from 7.34 per 
cent in September 2022. 
But in rupee terms, the 
same increased to Rs 
19.94 lakh crore from 
Rs 19.48 lakh crore in 
the previous quarter, reg-
istering an increase of 
2.35 per cent. In Septem-
ber 2022, the share was 
24.25 per cent, according 
to data collated by mar-

ket information major 
Prime Database, based 
on the shareholding pat-
terns of 1,832 of the total 
1,857 companies on NSE 
for the quarter to Decem-
ber 2022. According to 
Pranav Haldea, managing 
director of Prime Data-
base Group, this was the 
fifth consecutive quarter 
of increase from 22.37 
per cent in September 
quarter 2021 and show-
cases the rising domi-
nance of domestic inves-
tors. Net inflows from 
domestic institutional 
investors (DIIs) stood at 
Rs 27,134 crore during 
the quarter, as against 
net inflows from for-
eign institutional inves-
tors (FIIs) at Rs 47,349 
crore, resulting in their 

shareholding marginally 
increasing to 20.18 per 
cent in December 2022, 
from 19.98 per cent in 
September 2022, mas-
sively down from 23.30 
per cent in March 2015, 
when the combined share 
of DIIs, retail and HNIs 
was only 18.47 per cent. 
The widest gap between 
FII and DII holding was 

in March 2015 quarter, 
when DII holding was 
55.45 per cent lower than 
FII holding. The FII to 
DII ownership ratio has 
also declined to an all-
time low of 1.32 in De-
cember 2022 from 1.33 
as of September 2022.
Over a 13-year period, 
since June 2009.

Upcoming WB Budget to test Mamata 
govt’s ability to think out of box

Kolkata: West Bengal 
minister of state for fi-
nance (independent 
charge) Chandrima Bhat-
tacharya is all set to table 
the state budget for the 
financial year 2023-24 in 
the assembly on Febru-
ary 15. As per indications 
so far it is almost certain 
that West Bengal will not 
only meet its target for 
state excise collection for 
the financial year ending 
March 31, 2023 but will 
also surpass it. As per 
the budget estimates for 
the fiscal ending March 
31, 2023, the target for 
state excise collection 
was Rs 16,500 crore and 
as per records of the ex-
cise department the col-
lections under this head 
had already crossed Rs 
13,500 crore as of Janu-
ary 31, 2023. “We can 
now confidently set a 
much higher state excise 
revenue collection in the 
budget estimates for the 
financial year 2023-24, 
considering that there 
had been an upward re-
vision in liquor prices in 
January this year,” said 
a senior finance depart-
ment official who refused 
to be named. There is the 
question that while the 
state government will 
exceed its target of ex-
cise collection, whether 
the state government 
will achieve its targeted 

collection of the state’s 
own tax revenue, where 
excise is just one of the 
12 components. As per 
the budget estimates for 
2022-23, the state gov-
ernment has set a target 
of collecting Rs 79,346 
crore as state tax revenue. 
Besides excise, this time 
there is yet another pro-
posal to get substantial 
funds for the exchequer. 
The state government 
is planning to change 
the land holding laws to 
convert leased land to 
owned land. Under the 
change, the state govern-
ment will give an option 
to the parties to whom 
they have leased lands 
on a long-term basis to 
purchase that land at the 
existing market rates in 
the areas where the land 
is located. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Himalayan Home-
stays Supporting Rural 

Empowerment The Bet-
ter Traveller Add a ‘Dr.’ 
to your name Golden 
Gate University “Gener-
ally, when the state gov-
ernment gives the land 
on lease to any party the 
lease amount is much less 
than the market price of 
land. So now, by selling 
that same land at market 
rate, the state govern-
ment will be able to get 
substantial funds for the 
state exchequer which 
can be used for different 
welfare and development 
projects,” said an offi-
cial. Economists feel that 
while this is undoubtedly 
an effective way to get 
funds for the exchequer, 
this will not help the 
state government in earn-
ing or improving its own 
tax revenue. “By selling 
a piece of land the state 
government will get a 
one-time fund for its ex-
chequer. But if the same 

land could be used for 
setting up a big industry, 
the tax revenue generated 
from that industry would 
have been there year af-
ter year. Selling assets 
for meeting expenditure 
is not healthy economics. 
Rather using assets for 
recurring revenue gen-
eration should always be 
the target. In fact it seems 
the policies of the Union 
government and the state 
government on this count 
are the same, which is 
selling state assets for 
meeting regular govern-
ment expenditure,” said 
professor of economics 
Santanu Basu. Mean-
while, finance depart-
ment sources said that 
the budget speech this 
time might announce 
some policies for en-
couraging start-ups and 
the manufacturing sec-
tor. According to econo-
mist PK Mukhopadhyay 
while encouraging start- 
ups will be a good ini-
tiative on the part of the 
state government, it is 
high time that the focus is 
shifted to attracting big-
ticket investment both in 
the manufacturing and 
the services sectors. “But 
for the manufacturing 
sector the necessity is the 
change in the land policy 
of the state government 
where it has come out of 
its announced stand of no 

state role in land procure-
ment for industry. Con-
sidering the fragmented 
land holding nature no 
industrialist will be inter-
ested in purchasing land 
from individual owners 
especially when the land 
requirement at one go is 
high. As for the services 
sector, especially infor-
mation technology and 
IT-enabled services sec-
tor, it will be difficult for 
the state government to 
attract big-ticket invest-
ments unless it moves 
away from its stand of 
not allowing fresh spe-
cial economic zones in 
the state,” he said. Also, 
all eyes will be on what 
will be the projected ac-
cumulated debt of the 
state government by the 
end of the next financial 
year of 2023-24. As per 
the budget estimates for 
the financial year 2022-
23, the state’s total ac-
cumulated debt is slated 
to rise to Rs 5,86,438.05 
crore by March 31, 2023, 
up from Rs 5,28,833.05 
crore as per the revised 
estimates for 2022-23. 
During the financial year 
ending March 21, 2011, 
which was the last fiscal 
under the previous Left 
Front regime, West Ben-
gal’s accumulated debt 
was around Rs 1,90,000 
crore. 

India’s Exports to Turkiye May Get Impacted 
in Short Run due to Earthquake

New Delhi: India’s mer-
chandise exports of com-
modities such as cotton, 
manmade yarn and textile 
dyes may be impacted in 
the short run to earthquake-
hit Turkiye, according to 
exporters. Two powerful 
earthquakes hours apart on 
Monday last week caused 
widespread destruction of 
property and killed more 
than 28,000 people, leaving 
millions homeless in Tur-
kiye. by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like Hima-
layan Homestays Support-
ing Rural Empowerment 
The Better Traveller Add a 
‘Dr.’ to your name Golden 
Gate University The earth-
quakes also caused dam-
age to the infrastructure 
and logistics network with 
the Port of Iskenderun re-
maining closed for around 
a week. Exports to Turkiye 
increased to USD 6.2 bil-
lion during April-Novem-
ber 2022 against USD 5.1 
billion in the corresponding 
period in 2021. Federation 
of Indian Export Organisa-
tions (Fieo) Director Gen-
eral Ajay Sahai said that the 
extent of the damage in Tur-
kiye is yet not known and 
thus its impact on exports is 
difficult to ascertain. How-
ever, the earthquake will 
further depreciate Turkish 
Lira , which has significant-
ly depreciated recently, and 
has touched its record low 
following the earthquake 
making imports costlier 
and impacting the demand, 
he said. “Since the textile 
manufacturing centres of 
Gaziantep and Kahraman-
maras provinces are worst-
affected, our exports of cot-

ton and manmade yarn and 
textile dyes may be impact-
ed in short run,” Sahai said. 
Gaziantep is a province in 
south-central Turkiye. It is 
a major manufacturing hub 
of that country. Sharing 
similar views, Hand Tools 
Association President S 
C Ralhan said that India’s 
exports to Turkiye are in-
creasing. “Trade may get 
impacted in the short-term 
only due to the earthquake 
there, but not in the long 
run. There was no news so 
far from the MSME seg-
ment exporters of any is-
sue while exporting to Tur-
kiye so far,” Ralhan said. In 
2021-22, India’s exports to 
Turkey stood at about USD 
9 billion, while imports ag-
gregated at USD 2 billion in 
the same fiscal. The major 
Indian exports to Turkiye 
include mineral oils and 
fuels, man-made filaments 

and staple fibres, automo-
tive spare parts and acces-
sories, organic chemicals. 
Turkiye’s exports to India 
include broken/unbroken 
poppy seeds; machinery 
and mechanical appliances, 
iron and steel articles there-
of, inorganic chemicals, 
pearls and precious/semi-
precious stones and metals 
(including imitation jewel-
lery), and marble. The In-
dian community in Turkiye 
is small, mostly working in 
business establishments and 
universities in Istanbul and 
Ankara. A small number of 
professionals also work on 
certain projects there. State 
Bank of India has a repre-
sentative office in Istanbul. 
Turkish Airlines (in a code 
sharing arrangement with 
Air India) operates daily 
flights from Istanbul to 
Mumbai and Delhi.

Amazon, Flipkart Among 20 E-Tailors Given 
Notices for Selling Drugs Without Licence

Adani Group Firms Pledge More Shares for SBI
New Delhi: Three Adani 
Group companies have 
pledged additional shares 
for State Bank of India, 
days after a scathing re-
port by a US short-seller 
led to over USD 100 
billion loss in its mar-
ket value, as per stock 
exchange filings. Adani 
Ports and Special Eco-
nomic Zone (APSEZ), 
Adani Transmission Ltd, 
and Adani Green Energy 
pledged shares to SBI-
CAP Trustee Company, 
a unit of India’s biggest 
lender, SBI. (Also Read: 
Turkey Earthquake: 
WhatsApp Saves Student 
in Quake- Here’s How) 
As many as 75 lakh more 
shares of APSEZ have 
been pledged, taking the 
total to 1 percent of all 
shares with SBICAP. 
(Also Read: SBI vs ICI-
CI vs HDFC vs PPF FD 
Rates 2023: Here’s Com-

parison of Latest Fixed 
Deposit Interest Rate) In 
the case of Adani Green, 
pledge of 60 lakh more 
shares took the total to 
1.06 percent. Pledge of 

13 lakh more shares of 
Adani Transmission took 
the total to 0.55 percent, 
the filings showed. The 
additional pledges are 
part of a USD 300 million 

letter of credit - issued by 
a bank to another bank as 
a guarantee for payments 
made - provided by SBI.

New Delhi: Amazon and 
Flipkart Health plus are 
among the 20 online sell-
ers that have been issued 
show-cause notices by the 
Drugs Controller General 
of India (DCGI) over the 
online sale of drugs in 
violation of norms. The 
show-cause notice dated 
February 8 by DCGI V 

G Somani cited a Delhi 
High Court order dated 
December 12, 2018, 
which prohibits online 
sales of medicines with-
out a licence. The notice 
stated that the DCGI had 
forwarded the order to 
all state and Union Ter-
ritories in May and No-
vember 2019 and again 

on February 3 for nec-
essary action and com-
pliance. “In spite of the 
same, you are found to be 
engaged in such activi-
ties without a licence,” 
the notice to the online 
medicine sellers said. “...
You are hereby asked to 
show cause within 2 days 
from the date of issue of 

this notice, why action 
shall not be taken against 
you for sale, or stock, or 
exhibit or offer for sale 
or distribution of drugs 
in contravention of the 
provisions of the Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act 1940 
and rules made thereun-
der,” the notice said. The 
notice states that the sale 
or stock or exhibit or of-
fer for sale or distribution 
of any drug requires a li-
cence from the concerned 
state licensing authority 
and conditions of a li-
cence are required to be 
complied with by the li-
cence holders. The DCGI 
has said that in case of no 
reply, it will be presumed 
that the company has 
nothing to say in the mat-
ter and necessary.
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Vinicius Junior Scores Twice as Real Madrid Beat 
Al-Hilal 5-3 to win 8th Club World Cup

Vinicius Junior scored 
twice and assisted Karim 
Benzema to lead Real 
Madrid to its record-
extending eighth Club 
World Cup title by beat-
ing Saudi Arabia’s Al-
Hilal 5-3. Federico Val-
verde added two more 
goals for the European 
champions in a final that 
turned into a shootout on 
Saturday. Al-Hilal never 
led but showed it was no 
fluke that it upset Bra-
zil’s Flamengo to reach 
the decider in Morocco’s 
capital. Vinicius has been 
the target of racist slurs 
in the Spanish league 
and even had his effigy 
hung from a bridge, but 
has not let that negatively 
impact his performanc-
es. The Brazil forward, 
who scored the only goal 
when Madrid beat Liv-
erpool in last season’s 
Champions League final, 
leads Madrid with 16 
across all competitions. 

Vinicius opened the scor-
ing in the 13th minute 
and curled home Ma-
drid’s fifth and final goal 
in the 69th. “Vinicius has 
been improving since last 
season just as the team 
has also grown. We won 
the Champions League 
and now the world title, 
and Vinicius has grown 
along the way,” Madrid 
coach Carlo Ancelotti. 
“We are thrilled with 
what he is doing, above 
all because he keeps get-
ting better. He is much 
more decisive now and 
is making the difference 
in every match.” Luciano 
Vietto scored twice and 
Moussa Marega once 
for the Asian champions, 
who fell behind early and 
never got closer than 2-1 
by halftime. Madrid last 
won the Club World Cup 
in 2018. It has succeeded 
in five different decades. 
Benzema was a mild sur-
prise in Madrid’s starting 

lineup a day after Ance-
lotti said it was touch-
and-go if he could play 
at all. The Ballon d’Or 
holder missed Madrid’s 
last two games, includ-
ing the 4-1 semifinal win 
against Egyptian club Al 
Ahly on Wednesday. The 
France striker cued the 
opener after exchang-
es with Valverde and 
played Vin?cius clear to 
beat goalkeeper Abdul-
lah Al-Mayouf. Valverde 
smashed a poor clearance 
between the legs of a de-

fender, who deflected it 
slightly before it whizzed 
past Al-Mayouf in the 
18th. by TaboolaSpon-
sored LinksYou May 
Like Himalayan Home-
stays Supporting Rural 
Empowerment The Bet-
ter Traveller Learn from 
IIT Madras Faculty & In-
dustry Experts Intellipaat 
After struggling in the 
opening period to even 
connect three passes, 
Al-Hilal found its stride 
after Marega caught Ma-
drid’s backline trying to 

spring an offside trap in 
the 26th. The former Por-
to striker streaked away 
unbothered, sized up An-
driy Lunin and fired past 
Madrid’s backup goalie, 
who started for the in-
jured Thibaut Courtois. 
The goal settled Al-Hilal 
and Madrid was stymied 
until Vin?cius made an 
exquisite pass to serve 
up a goal by Benzema. 
Vinicius used the outside 
edge of his right boot to 
bend a short cross around 
a defender and meet Ben-
zema’s darting move. 
Benzema did the rest by 
using one touch to blast 
it in in the 54th. Valverde 
added his second in the 
58th. Vietto scored on 
either side of Vinicius’ 
second goal, netting in 
the 63rd and 79th as Ma-
drid’s defense failed to 
track the Argentine in 
the box. A late miss by 
Marega denied providing 
Al-Hilal a chance to go 

Marcus Rashford Scores in Manchester 
United win Over Leeds, Build Pressure

If Arsenal is to win their 
first Premier League title 
in 19 years, it will have to 
hold off a growing double 
threat from Manchester. 
The battle to be crowned 
English champions looks 
set to come down to just 
three clubs after wins for 
Manchester City and Man-
chester United on Sunday 
tightened the gap at the 
top of the table. Defending 
champion City beat Aston 
Villa 3-1 and has the chance 
to move above leader Arse-
nal on goal difference with a 
win when the sides meet on 
Wednesday. United is now 
five points off the top after 
beating Leeds 2-0 at Elland 
Road. But the immediate 
threat to Arsenal, which 
has led the standings since 
August, is a City team that 
has the chance to wipe out 
an eight-point deficit that 
existed less than a month 
ago, even if it has played 
a game more. “We will see 
after all the games when the 
Premier League is finished. 
But we are going to London 
to try to get a win,” City 
manager Pep Guardiola 
said. “When one team has 
made 50 points in the first 

leg (half of the season) it is 
because they are very good. 
We closed the gap today be-
cause the performance from 
the team was really, really 
good.” The wins for City 
and United will increase 
the sense of injustice felt 
by Arsenal at Ivan Toney’s 
equalizer against Mikel Ar-
teta’s team in a 1-1 draw 
with Brentford on Satur-
day. Referees chief Howard 
Webb contacted the club to 
explain “significant” and 
“human” error after VAR 
failed to rule Toney’s goal 
out for offside, but that is 
likely to be of little comfort 
to a team whose title chal-
lenge is beginning to show 
signs of faltering. Rodri, 

Ilkay Gundogan and Riyad 
Mahrez all scored in the 
first half as City issued a 
defiant response on the field 
following accusations this 
week of breaching financial 
regulations. While City is 
primed to challenge, United 
has also emerged as a seri-
ous contender — even if 
manager Erik ten Hag may 
yet rue the dropped points 
in a 2-2 draw with Leeds 
midweek. His team at least 
got the better of its rival 
from Yorkshire when meet-
ing for a second time in the 
space of four days. Even 
then United left it late, with 
Marcus Rashford opening 
the scoring.

Champions League is Back! Read All 
About Messi’s Quest, Dark Horses Here

The Champions League 
returns on Tuesday to a 
very different European 
football scene than it 
was before a three-month 
mid-season break. In the 
interim, Lionel Messi 
won his first World Cup 
title. Kylian Mbappe al-
most won his second, 
then got injured. Early-
season favorites for the 
European title fell into 
slumps at home. Mean-
while, one standout team 
before the World Cup, 
Napoli, has marched 
on and aims for its first 
quarterfinals place in the 
competition’s 68-year 
history. Off the field, the 
Super League project that 
tried to effectively kill the 
Champions League met 
a serious legal setback, 
and English title holder 
Manchester City faces 
Premier League charges 
of financial wrongdo-
ing that can one day stop 
the club entering future 
Champions Leagues. It 
adds up to plenty of dra-
ma even before soccer’s 

most prized club com-
petition resumes with 
a stellar game between 
Paris Saint-Germain and 
Bayern Munich. A re-
match of the 2020 final 
won by Bayern pairs 
two powers that helped 
stop the Super League 
in 2021 by refusing to 
join it. What it won’t 
have at Parc des Princes 
are the goalscorer and 
goalkeeper with the best 
records from the group 
stage. Mbappe, who 
scored seven goals across 
five different Champions 
League games in the fall, 
is out most of February 
with a thigh injury. Bay-
ern goalkeeper Manuel 
Neuer’s season is over 
because he broke a leg 
skiing on a vacation tak-
en after Germany’s quick 
exit from the World Cup. 
The other game Tuesday 
pairs AC Milan and Tot-
tenham, two of the seven 
round of 16 teams that 
are currently outside the 
Cha
mpions League qualify-

ing places in their domes-
tic leagues. Chelsea is an-
other and visits Borussia 
Dortmund on Wednes-
day, when Club Brugge 
hosts Benfica. Four more 
first-leg games are sched-
uled Feb. 21-22. MESSI 
QUEST At age 35, Messi 
finally has a World Cup 
title for Argentina. Now 
back to the business of 
winning a fifth Cham-
pions League. When 
Messi won his fourth 
title with Barcelona in 
2015 Barack Obama was 
president, Britain was 
in the European Union 

and Jose Mourinho won 
a league title, at Chel-
sea. Messi has not been 
to the final since and his 
first try with PSG ended 
in the round of 16 against 
Madrid. When he last 
faced Bayern it was an 
8-2 rout over Barcelona 
in the single-leg quarter-
finals of the pandemic-hit 
2020 edition. Both PSG 
and Bayern have misfired 
since the World Cup. 
PSG was unbeaten enter-
ing 2023 then lost three 
in the league and is out of 
the French Cup. 

FIFA opens disciplinary proceedings against 
Argentina for World Cup celebrations

R Madhavan’s son Vedaant Bags 5 Gold, 2 
Silver Medals at Khelo India Games 2023

Actor R Madhavan’s son 
Vedaant Madhavan won 
seven medals at the Khelo 
India Games 2023 held 
in Mandhya Pradesh. The 
proud father shared the 
news with his fans across 
social media platforms 
while congratulating his son 
and other medal winners. 
Madhavan wrote: “Con-
gratulations team Maha-
rashtra for the 2 trophyies...
Blown away by and very 
grateful and humbled by the 
performances and achieve-
ments of @fernandes_
apeksha (6 golds, 1 silver, 
PB and records) and @
vedaantmadhavan (5golds 

and 2 silver). Thank you @
ansadxb and Pradeep sir for 
the unwavering efforts and 
Govt of Madhya Pradesh @
chouhanshivrajsingh Ji and 
@official.anuragthakur Ji . 
So happy and Proud.” Also 
Read | R Madhavan’s son 
Vedaant Madhavan creates 
new Swimming record, fa-
ther reacts - WATCH by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksYou 
May Like Learn Electric 
Vehicle Design | Dedicated 
Career Assistance Great 
learning We Lower Prices 
where we can. IKEA Take 
a look at Madhavan’s post 
for his son and Maharashtra 
team below: Madhavan in-

formed that while Vedaant 
was part of the team that 
won the two gold medals, 
he also clinched gold in 
100m, 200m and 1500m 
while winning silver in 
400m and 800m respective-
ly. After knowing about the 
glorious achievement, neti-
zens including members of 
the film industry showered 
the teenager with congratu-
latory wishes. Vedaant has 
become one of India’s most 
promising swimmers over 
the past couple of years and 
has already won the coun-
try numerous awards on 
the international level. At 
the Danish Open swimming 
event in Copenhagen, Ve-
daant won the gold medal 
in the men`s 800m freestyle 
event, beating local swim-
mer Alexander L Bjorn. He 
had earlier won a silver in 
the 1500m freestyle at the 
same meet. Vedaant had 
earlier won a bronze medal 
at the Latvia Open in March 
2021 and had bagged seven 
medals (four silver and 
three bronze) at the Junior 
National Aquatic Champi-

onships last year. With ANI 
inputs Live Tv before India 
was to platheir first match 
against England, IOA 
dropped a bomb. A month 
after the election had taken 
place, IOA suddenly had a 
suggestion to make to the 
Union Education Ministry. 
It submitted a memoran-
dum to the ministry request-
ing it to appoint an officer.
of some ‘judicial eminence’ 
to look into the operations 
of the election and decide 
whether it was held as per 
rules or not. IOA, in its 
memorandum, had written 
about objections of some 
of the members of the IHF 
over irregularities in the 
procedure of the election. 
Sahani argued that the elec-
tions were not fair. One rea-
son for it was that former 
Chief Justice of India PB 
Gajendragadkar had not the 
presided over the election 
as told by the government 
earlier. Gajendragadkar had 
readied to look after the af-
fair of Indian hockey and 
fix the system at the request 
of the Education Ministry. 

FC Barcelona vs Villarreal Match Live 
Streaming Details: When and Where to Watch
La Liga leaders FC Bar-
celona will face Villar-
real away from home 
eyeing a win so that they 
can extend their lead to 
11 points clear off ri-
vals Real Madrid, who 
are currently second in 
the league and currently 
away from the country 
following their FIFA 
Club World Cup title vic-
tory in the Middle-east. 
Robert Lewandowski 
and co face a tough task 
as Villarreal are in fine 
form sitting sixth in the 
Spanish top-flight table. 
Their last two outings 
have been disappoint-
ing but Villarreal will 
to bounce back in their 
latest fixture against 
the Xavi-managed side. 
Barcelona have only 
lost one game so far in 
La Liga this season out 
their 20 matches played 
with 53 points, 17 wins 
and 2 draws. Checkout 
the live streaming de-

tails of FC Barcelona vs 
Villarreal LaLiga match 
below: When is the La 
Liga match FC Barcelo-
na vs Villarreal going to 
be played? The La Liga 
match FC Barcelona vs 
Villarreal will be played 
on Monday (February 
13) from 1:30 AM (IST) 
onwards. Where is the 
La Liga match FC Bar-
celona vs Villarreal go-
ing to be played? The 
La Liga match FC Bar-
celona vs Villarreal will 
be played at the Estadio 
de la Ceramica. Vinicius 
Junior Scores Twice as 
Real Madrid Beat Al-
Hilal 5-3 to win 8th Club 
World Cup) How can I 
live stream the La Liga 
match FC Barcelona vs 
Villarreal in India? The 
La Liga match FC Bar-
celona vs Villarreal will 
be live-streamed on the 
Voot app and website. 
FC Barcelona vs Villar-
real Predicted XI Villar-

real possible XI: Reina; 
Foyth, Albiol, P Torres, 
Mojica; Capoue, Pare-
jo; Chukwueze, Baena, 
Pino; G Moreno Bar-
celona possible XI: Ter 

Stegen; Kounde, Araujo, 
Christensen, Alba; Pedri, 
De Jong, Gavi; Raph-
inha, Lewandowski, Fati

Nearly a month after the 
epic final of the World 
Cup in Qatar, football’s 
top governing body, FIFA 
has opened a disciplin-
ary proceeding against 
Argentina for ‘offensive 
behaviour’. FIFA in a 
statement on Friday said 
the Argentine squad had 
potentially breached the 
rules, particularly article 
11 (Offensive behaviour 
and violations of the prin-
ciples of fair play) and 
article 12 (misconduct of 
players and officials) in 

the aftermath of the final. 
“The FIFA Disciplinary 
Committee has opened 
proceedings against the 
Argentinian Football As-
sociation due to potential 
breaches of articles 11, 12 
of the FIFA Disciplinary 
Code, as well as of arti-
cle 44 of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022,” read 
the official notification. 
The Argentine side led by 
Lionel Messi came out 
on top after battling hard 
against 2018 champi-
ons France. The moment 

was visceral as well as 
emotional and the Argen-
tine squad went berserk 
in celebrations. How-
ever, the merrymakings 
crossed the line, accord-
ing to FIFA. According 
to various media reports, 
the Argentine players 
ventured into the offi-
cial interview area while 
celebrating. As a result, 
the partition walls were 
damaged while some did 
not bother speaking to 
international media, de-
spite the commitments. 
However, the focal point 
arguably was the celebra-
tion of goalkeeper Emil-
iano Martinez. The Aston 
Villa keeper made lewd 
gestures with the Golden 
Glove award he received 
during the post-match 
ceremony. When asked 
why he did such a cele-
bration, Martinez said, “I 
did it because the French 
were booing me, pride 
doesn’t go with me.”His 
celebration was not well 
received across the foot-
balling community with 
opposition keeper Hugo 

Lloris as well as former 
players like Patrick Vi-
era criticising the move. 
“I don’t think they re-
ally needed that. You 
sometimes can’t control 
people’s emotional deci-
sions. But that was a stu-
pid decision, I think, from 
Martinez to do that. I was 
really disappointed,” said 
Vierra. Argentina’s cel-
ebrations spilled out of 
control during the offi-
cial parade as well.  After 
millions of fans poured 
into the streets of Bue-
nos Aires, the Argentine 
players were forced off 
the bus via a helicopter 
to a secure location.Apart 
from Argentina, FIFA has 
also opened disciplin-
ary proceedings against 
Croatia, Serbia, Mexico 
and Ecuador. The Serbian 
Football Association has 
been fined $54,000 and a 
partial stadium closure in 
its next FIFA match after 
Serbian supporters made 
uncouth chants in the 
game against arch-rivals 
Switzerland.
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Big Boss Season 16 Winner MC Stan takes home 
glamourous trophy, ₹31 Lakhs & Hyundai Grand i10

Big Boss declared MC 
Stan the winner of season 
16 after 19 long weeks 
of the reality show. Shiv 
Thakare was the runner-
up for Big Boss 16. Pri-
yanka Chahar-Choud-
hary, Shalin Bhanot, and 
Archana Gautam were 
the other finalists on the 
reality show hosted by 
Salman Khan. MC Stan, 
the winner of Big Boss 
16, won a glamourous 

trophy, a whooping cash 
prize of ₹31,80,000 and 
a Hyundai Grand i10 
Nios. Former contestants 
also attended the finale 
and showcased their 
journeys through grand 
acts. Abdu Rozik, Shiv 
Thakare, Sajid Khan, 
Nimrit Kaur and Sumbul 
Touqeer Khan celebrated 
their friendship on the fi-
nal episode of Big Boss 
16. Bharti Singh also ap-

peared on the show and 
tickled Salman Khan’s 
funny bone. Later, Sunny 
Deol and Ameesha Patel 
joined Salman Khan to 
talk about their upcoming 
movie, Gadar 2. Many 
people believed MC Stan 
would not win the show 
due to his game strategy. 
However, in the last few 
weeks, MC Stan got the 
hang of the show and 
started enjoying it. MC 

Stan has grown his fan-
base during his journey 
on Big Boss, including 
fights, friendships, and 
raw talent. Through the 
course of Big Boss 16, 
MC Stan proved a par-
ticipant does not need a 
loud voice or a love an-
gle to win Big Boss 16. 
Stan’s friends have stood 
beside him throughout 
the show. Their ‘Man-
dali’ is one of the most 
cherished groups in the 
history of Big Boss 16. 
Abdu Rozik, one of the 
most loved contestants 
on Big Boss, dressed as 
Tara Singh and danced to 
some tunes with Salman 
Khan. Later, Sunny Deol 
lifted Abdu. Abdu also re-
vealed that he purchased 
a miniature of the Taj 
Mahal for Ameesha. Rap-
per MC Stan, also known 
as Altaf Shaikh, finally 
became the winner of Big 
Boss 16 after 133 days 
of living in the Big Boss 
House. and Voot.

After Shah Rukh Khan’s Blockbuster Pathaan, 
Kartik Aaryan’s Shehzada set to storm Box Office

NEW DELHI: Shah 
Rukh Khan’s comeback 
film ‘Pathaan’ broke all 
Box Office records and 
became one of the big-
gest Bollywood block-
busters. The action-thrill-
er film has been inching 
towards the coveted Rs 
1000 crore mark. After 
the thunderous perfor-
mance of ‘Pathaan’, all 
eyes are now on Kartik 
Aaryan’s upcoming film 
‘Shehzada’, which is all 
set to storm the Box Of-
fice numbers. Moviego-
ers, critics, and audiences 
across all age groups are 
looking forward to Kartik 
and Kriti Sanon-starrer 
‘Shehzada’. The action-
drama is an official re-
make of the 2020 Telugu 
film ‘Ala Vaikunthapur-
ramuloo’, which starred 
Allu Arjun and Pooja 
Hegde, besides Tabu, 
Jayaram and Sushanth. 
Trade analyst Joginder 
Tuteja said, “The market 
sentiments are very high 
for a family film like 

‘Shehzada’. It’s been too 
long since a film like this 
came in. With time, Kar-
tik has found some very 
good bearings among 
family audiences. When 
‘Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2’ was 
released, the film brought 
the family audience back 
to theatres. ‘Shehzada’ 
is a film that deals with 
family and it ticks all 

the right boxes and most 
importantly with Kartik 
Aaryan taking the leap, 
the family audience is 
back in the theatres. I 
am very positive that 
‘Shehzada’ will take a 
good start and will also 
sustain for a long time.” 
‘Shehzada’ is directed by 
Rohit Dhawan and pro-
duced by T-Series Films, 

Haarika and Hassine 
Creations, Geetha Arts 
and Brat Films. Besides 
Kartik and Kriti, the film 
also stars Manisha Koi-
rala, Paresh Rawal, Ronit 
Roy, Sachin Khedekar 
in key roles. The music 
is by Pritam. The film is 
set to arrive in theatres on 
February 17, 2023.

Salman Khan’s ‘Kisi ka Bhai Kisi ki Jaan’ song 
Naiyo Lagda to Launch on Bigg Boss 16 Finale

Kantara actor Rishab Shetty Called in for Questioning 
by Kerala Police Over Plagiarism Case

Kozhikode: The director 
and producer of Kannada 
superhit movie ‘Kantara’ 
on Sunday appeared be-
fore the investigating of-
ficers and recorded their 
statement in connection 
with a case alleging pla-
giarism in a song in the 
flick. Producer Vijay Kir-
gandur and actor-director 
Rishab Shetty appeared 
before the Kozhikode 
city police today as per 
the direction of the High 
Court. “They appeared 
before the investigating 
officer as per the court’s 

direction. Their state-
ments were recorded. If 
it’s required, they will 
be called again,” a se-
nior police official of the 
district told PTI. The Su-
preme Court had on Feb-
ruary 10 stayed the Kera-
la High Court’s condition 
directing the producer 
and director of the Kan-
nada blockbuster to not 
exhibit the film with the 
song ‘Varaharoopam’ till 
a final order in the copy-
right infringement case. 
The bench had modified 
one of the conditions 

of the High Court and 
directed that producer 
Kirgandur and director 
Shetty be released on 
bail immediately if ar-
rested. On February 8, 
the High Court granted 
anticipatory bail to the 
director and producer in 
the case registered in a 
Kozhikode police station 
alleging plagiarism in the 
song. The allegation was 
that ‘Varaharoopam’ was 
an unauthorised copy of 
the song ‘Navarasam’, 
performed by Thaikku-
dam Bridge band, and 

shown on Malayalam 
music channel Kappa TV 
owned by Mathrubhumi 
Printing and Publishing 
Co. Ltd. The court laid 
out five conditions and 
asked Kirgandur and 
Shetty to surrender be-
fore the investigating of-
ficer for two days on Feb-
ruary 12 and 13 between 
10 am and 1 pm for inter-
rogation. It said the ac-
cused shall not intimidate 
the witnesses or tamper 
with evidence and they 
shall cooperate with the 
investigation and shall be 
available for trial. It also 
said that the accused/pe-
titioners should not leave 
the country without prior 
permission of the juris-
dictional court. The High 
Court had noted that alle-
gation of the prosecution 
against both the producer 
and director of the movie 
is that they have com-
mitted an offence pun-
ishable under Section 63 
of the Copyright Act by 
using the music of ‘Na-
varasam’ performed by 
Thaikkudam Bridge.

Rihanna, Pregnant Again, Shows Off Baby 
Bump At Super Bowl Halftime Show

Kiara-Sidharth’s Wedding Reception: 
Meet The Advanis And The Malhotras

New Delhi: Kiara Advani 
and Sidharth Malhotra got 
married on February 7 at 
the Suryagarh Palace in 
Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. Af-
ter their wedding, Kiara 
Advani and Sidharth Mal-
hotra flew to Delhi for a 
reception. The star couple 
ended the final leg of their 
wedding festivities with a 
grand reception in Mumbai 
for their industry friends 
on Sunday night. Both Ki-
ara and Sidharth opted for 
Manish Malhotra’s outfits 
for all their wedding fes-
tivities. At the reception, 
the newlyweds happily 
posed with their families. 
The couple were joined by 
Kiara Advani’s dad Jagdeep 
Advani and her mother 

Genevieve, Kiara’s brother 
Mishaal also featured in the 
family picture. Sidharth’s 
dad Sunil Malhotra, mom 
Rimma Malhotra and broth-
er Harshad were all smiles 
for the camera. See photos 
of Kiara Advani and Sid-

harth Malhotra with their 
families here: 5248k7ko 
The newlywed couple with 
their families. hgptevng 
The newlywed couple with 
their families. lev7dd3 The 
newlywed couple with their 
families. 1nb7ab9g The 

newlywed couple with their 
families. foea4b2o Sidharth 
Malhotra and Kiara Advani 
at their reception. Kiara 
Advani and Sidharth Mal-
hotra  first met during the 
wrap of Lust Stories. They 
began dating on the sets of 
the 2021 film Shershaah, 
their first film together. 
Sharing their wedding 
post, the couple wrote on 
social media: “Ab humari 
permanent booking hogayi 
hai. We seek your bless-
ings and love on our jour-
ney ahead.” ALSO READ 
They Met: Kareena Kapoor 
And Shilpa Shetty Hugged 
At Kiara Advani-Sidharth 
Malhotra’s Reception Jab 
They Met: Kareena Kapoor 
And Shilpa Shetty.

New Delhi: Dear Rihanna 
fans, we have some fan-
tastic news coming your 
way.  Yes, she is expect-
ing her second child with 
partner, rapper A$AP 
Rocky. The couple wel-
comed their son in May, 
last year. Fans couldn’t 
keep calm after Rihanna 
dropped a hint during her 
performance at the Su-
per Bowl halftime show, 
where the Philadelphia 
Eagles faced Kansas 
City Chiefs. Oh, and, her 
baby bump dominated 
the conversation on so-
cial media. The news was 
confirmed by the singer’s 
representative following 

her power-packed perfor-
mance at the State Farm 
Arena in Glendale, Ari-
zona, as per The Holly-
wood Reporter. Rihanna 
delivered some of her 

biggest hits, including 
Where Have You Been, 
Diamonds, We Found 
Love, Umbrella, and Run 
This Town. Earlier, in 
an interview with Apple 

Music, Rihanna said that 
she wasn’t sure about the 
Super Bowl opportunity. 
“I was like, ‘You sure? 
I’m three months post-
partum. Should I be mak-
ing major decisions like 
this right now? I might 
regret this,” she was 
quoted as saying. On how 
motherhood changed her 
mindset, Rihanna said, 
“When you become a 
mom, there’s something 
that just happens where 
you feel like you could 
take on the world   you 
can do anything. And 
the Super Bowl is one of 
the biggest stages in the 
world.

New Delhi: The teaser 
of Naiyo Lagda, the 
first song of the Salman 
Khan’s most anticipat-
ed Eid release ‘Kisi Ka 
Bhai Kisi Ki Jaan’ has 
received a tremendous 
response from fans and 
has created quite a storm 
over social media. The 
teaser, which is the first 
music number to be re-
leased from the Salman 
romantic-actioner, show-
cases alluring chemistry 
between the megastar 
and Pooja Hedge and 
has been filmed in the 
beautiful locales around 
Kashmir and Ladakh 
Valleys. Himesh Res-
hammiya composed the 
music for the song, with 
lyrics by Shabbir Ahmed 
and Kamaal Khan and 
Palak Muchhal lending 
their voice to the song. 
The composer of the 
song Himesh Resham-
miya in his Instagram 
Story dropped a hint for 
the audience about the 
song launch going to be 
‘BIGG’, it has raised a 
wave of speculation that 

the song will be launched 
in the BIGG BOSS Fina-
le while rising the excite-
ment of the audience to a 
whole new level. Himesh 
posted a story on his sto-
ry writing, “@BEING-
SALMANKHAN Really 
excited for Tomorrow, 
Kuch special tareeke se 
launch hoga #NaiyoLag-
da kal raat by Bhaijaan 
Hint: It’s gonna be BIGG 
#Kis iKaBhaiKis iKi-
Jaan.” After that, Palak 
Muchhal also shared a 
post where she is seen 
humming the songs mu-
sic and shares her excite-
ment on the song launch 
and says “Mera latest 
gaana Naiyo Lagda’ from 
Salman Khan’s KBKJ is 
releasing today evening, 
I’m so excited. And Boss 
it’s going to be BIGG.” 
This has made the fan 
army of Salman Khan go 
gaga over this post from 
Himesh. This fire subse-
quently took over social 
media as fans couldn’t 
control and were seen 
expressing their excite-
ment for the launch of the 

song. As the fans have 
taken ahead the wave to 
another level reveling in 
the speculation that Su-
perstar Salman Khan will 
be launching the song at 
the Bigg Boss finale en-
abling them to enjoy the 
song and the presence of 
their favorite superstar 
simultaneously making 
it a Blockbuster Sunday 
experience. A Salman 
Khan Films Produc-
tion, produced by Salma 
Khan, Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi 
Ki Jaan, is directed by 
Farhad Samji. The film 

stars Salman Khan, Ven-
katesh Daggubati, Pooja 
Hegde, Jagapathi Babu, 
Bhumika Chawla, Vijen-
der Singh, Abhimanyu 
Singh, Raghav Juyal, 
Siddharth Nigam, Jassie 
Gill, Shehnaaz Gill, 
Palak Tiwari and Vinali 
Bhatnagar with all the 
elements of a Salman 
Khan film – romance, 
action and drama. The 
film is slated to release 
on Eid 2023 and will be 
a Zee Studios worldwide 
release.


