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Manish Sisodia Proposed To 
Scrap 244 School Principals 

Posts: Delhi Lt Governor

High Court Upholds 6-Year 
Jail Term To Cleric For 

Sexually Assaulting Girl

Helpline Issued For People 
From Karnataka Stuck In 

Earthquake-Hit Turkey

PM Modi Talks To Israeli PM Benjamin
Netanyahu, Discusses Innovation And Security Partnership

The India-Israel relationship has been on an upward trajectory in recent years In 
2017, Narendra Modi became the first Prime Minister of India to visit Israel.

Delhi Feb 08 : Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday held a tel-
ephonic conversation with 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu. Modi 
and Netanyahu discussed 
innovation and defence 
and security cooperation, 
according to a tweet by a 
Modi. The Israeli PMO said, 
“The two leaders discussed 
ways to strengthen the 
close and important rela-
tions between Israel and 
India. The two leaders ex-
pressed a mutual desire to 

deepen the cooperation 
between the countries 
in the fields of high-tech, 
economy and security.” 
In their statements, Modi 
called the India-Israel re-
lationship “multifaceted 
India-Israel friendship” 
and Israeli PMO called it 
“close and important”. Ear-
lier, Modi and Netanyahu 
talked on January 11 when 
Modi called to congratu-
late him for becoming the 
Prime Minister of Israel for 
the sixth time. He is already 
Israel’s longest-serving 

Prime Minister. The India-
Israel relationship has been 
on an upward trajectory in 
recent years, particularly 
under the Modi govern-
ment. In 2017, Modi be-
came the first Prime Min-
ister of India to visit Israel. 
The ‘chemistry’ between 
the two leaders became 
the subject of intense dis-
cussion during the visit. 
Netanyahu accompanied 
Modi ‘like a shadow’ during 
the visit and extended to 
him the welcome reserved 
for the US President.

PM Modi Takes Swipe
At Opposition Using Couplets

Delhi Feb 08: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Wednes-
day read out couplets of 
Hindi satirist Kaka Hathrasi 
and poet Dushyant Kumar 
to target the Opposition 
and Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi in Lok Sabha. Re-
sponding to a debate on 
the Motion of Thanks on the 
President’s Address in the 
lower house of Parliament, 
Modi said the world was 
looking at India with hope 
amid instability in some 
parts of the globe due to 
the once-in-a-century pan-
demic and conflicts. “But 
some people who are neck 
deep in frustration refuse 
to accept India’s growth 
story. They cannot see the 
achievements of 140 crore 

Indians,” Modi said, target-
ing the Opposition. He said 
Kaka Hathrasi had written 
something very interest-
ing. “Aaga-peecha dekh 
kar, kyon hote gamgin, jaisi 
jiski bhavna, vaisa dikhe 
scene (why be sad looking 
here and there, one will 
view a scene according to 
one’s perspective).” On an-
other occasion, the prime 
minister quoted Dushyant 
Kumar, “Tumhaare paanv 
ke neeche koi zameen na-
hin, kamaal ye hai ki phir 
bhi tumhen yaqeen nahin 
(no ground under your 
feet, amazing that you still 
don’t believe it).” The prime 
minister drew attention of 
the House to the decade 
before 2014 and said that 

the years between 2004 to 
2014 were burdened with 
scams, and at the same 
time there were terror at-
tacks taking place in vari-
ous parts of the country. 
This decade saw the decline 
of the Indian economy and 
the Indian voice grew very 
feeble on global fora. The 
era was marked by “mauke 
mein musibat” (adversity 
in opportunity). In the ear-
ly part of his speech, the 
prime minister said during 
Tuesday’s proceeding, af-
ter the speech of some, the 
entire “ecosystem” and sup-
porters were elated. They 
were happy and said “yeh 
hui na baat”. They must 
have slept well, he said in 
a dig at the Opposition. For 

such people, it has been 
said, “Ye keh keh ke hum dil 
ko behla rahe hain, woh ab 
chal chuke hain, wo ab aa 
rahe hain (we are befooling 
our hearts by telling it, they 
have left, and now they 
are coming),” Modi quoted 
a couplet by famous poet 
Jigar Moradabadi. On Tues-
day, Rahul Gandhi had led 
a blistering opposition at-
tack in Lok Sabha over the 
Hindenburg report, claim-
ing that the meteoric rise 
in Gautam Adani’s fortunes 
happened after the BJP 
came to power in 2014 as 
he climbed the global rich 
list from the 609th to the 
second spot eventually.

PM Modi’s Reply On President’s Address
‘Disappointing,’ Says BRS MLC Kavitha
Delhi Feb 08: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s re-
sponse to the motion of 
thanks on the President’s 
address in Parliament is 
‘disappointing’ and was 
‘rhetorical’, BRS MLC K Ka-
vitha said on Wednesday. 
Speaking to reporters, she 
said his reply had no men-
tion of the Adani group and 
the alleged “loss” of money 

belonging to middle-class 
people, common people. 

The BRS leader claimed 
that the BJP government 
at the Centre emulates the 
flagship scheme of Chief 
Minister K Chandrasekhar 
Rao’s government in Telan-
gana--Rythu Bandhu-- and 
the figures of PM Kisan Yo-
jna cited by Modi are far 
from fact. Adani becomes 
the second richest person 
in the world with the sup-

port of Modi’s government, 
wherein many significant 
projects and sectors of 
national concern are also 
awarded to the Gujarat-
based conglomerate, she 
alleged. The BRS party 
seeks an inquiry by  Joint 
Parliamentary Committee 
or a sitting Supreme Court 
judge on the Adani group 
issue.

PM Modi’s Speech Instilled New Hope Among Youth
Revived Trust Of Poor, Tribals: Amit Shah

Delhi Feb08: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Wednesday hailed Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
speech in Lok Sabha and 
said it instilled new hope 
among the youth and re-

vived the trust he has built 
among the poor, tribals 
and the deprived by giv-
ing them their rights. Shah 
said with his power-packed 
positive approach, Modi 
validated that there is no 
looking back for India in its 
‘Amrit Kaal’. “While setting 
new examples of best Par-
liamentary practice in his 
speech, PM @narendramo-
di Ji today, instilled new 
hope among the youth. 
With his power-packed 
positive approach, PM 
Modi validated that there 

is no looking back for India 
in its Amrit Kaal,” the home 
minister tweeted. Prime 
Minister Modi’s speech re-
vived the trust he has built 
among the poor, tribals 
and the deprived by giv-
ing them their due rights 
and lifting their living stan-
dards, Shah said. “And this 
bedrock of trust now can-
not be shaken by the ones 
who kept them deprived 
for decades after indepen-
dence,” he said in another 
tweet. In his speech, Prime 
Minister Modi said the trust 

reposed in him by crores of 
people was his protective 
shield against the “lies, al-
legations and abuses” of 
his critics, as he launched a 
stinging counterattack on 
the Opposition over its bid 
to target him over the Ad-
ani-Hindenburg issue. Re-
plying to the debate on the 
Motion of Thanks on the 
President’s Address in Lok 
Sabha, Modi said he had 
spent every moment of his 
life working for the nation 
and contrasted the “lost de-
cade” of the Congress-led 

UPA rule with the advent of 
“India’s decade” under his 
government. In his nearly 
85-minute speech, Modi 
said the world was look-
ing at India with hope and 
positivity amid instability 
in many parts of the globe 
due to the once-in-a-cen-
tury pandemic in Covid-19 
and conflicts. The trust of 
global institutions in India 
is due to the presence of a 
stable and decisive govern-
ment, he stressed. This gov-
ernment has the strength.

Kharge targets Centre,
demands JPC probe on Adani

Delhi Feb08: Amid in-
terruptions from the 
ruling party MPs and 
the chair, Mallikarjun 
Kharge, the Leader of 
Opposition attacked 
the Central govern-
ment over the de-
mand for a probe by 
the joint parliamen-
tary committee in the 
Adani case even as 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi was seated 
in the House. Kharge 
said, “There should be 

a joint parliamentary com-
mittee probe in the Adani 
row... when the govern-
ment is not afraid of any-
thing then constitute a JPC.” 
While attacking the PM, 
Kharge alleged, “Wealth of 
one of the closest friends 
of the Prime Minister in-
creased by 12 times in the 
last two and half years. In 
2014 it was Rs 50,000 crore 
group while in 2019 it be-
came Rs 1 lakh crore group, 
but what ‘jadu’ (magic) hap-
pened that suddenly.

Crackdown On Child Marriages
Delhi Feb08: As the crack-
down on child marriage 
continued in Assam, the 
police are now setting up 
additional prison facilities 
to house the accused, with 
two such arrangements in 
Goalpara and Cachar dis-
tricts already in the offing. 
While accused from differ-
ent districts have already 
been moved to the facility 
in Goalpara, another such 
temporary jail is coming 
up in Cachar as well. “We 
have got the approval for 
setting up a temporary jail. 

It will be established in a 
non-functional existing 
government premises near 
Silchar,” Cachar Superinten-

dent of Police Nomal Ma-
hatta said. He said building 
and other infrastructure are 
already available.

Government Running Away From JPC
Probe In Allegations Against 

Adani Group: Venugopal

Delhi Feb08: Rajya Sabha 
Congress MP K C Venugo-
pal on Wednesday alleged 
that the government was 
“running away” from an in-
vestigation by a Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee (JPC) 
on the allegations against 
the Adani Group as it wants 
to “hide something”. Lead-
ers from different opposi-
tion parties in the Upper 
House also alleged that the 
President’s speech missed 
out key issues, especially 
the “attacks” on minority 

Muslims, price rise and un-
employment, and demand-
ed a caste-based census. 
Several of them demand-
ed a JPC probe into the 
Hindenburg-Adani issue. 
Speaking on the Motion of 
Thanks on the President’s 
Address in Rajya Sabha, 
Venugopal said the truth 
will not come out with a 
JPC probe. ”This House has 
the greatest tradition. That 
House also has the great-
est tradition. Whenever this 
type of big scam is raised in 
the public domain, it is the 
right of the parliamentar-
ians to ask for an inquiry 
from the government“If the 
government does not need 
to hide any truth, then it 
should come forward for a 
JPC inquiry, like during the 
UPA rule, how many JPC in-
quiries.

Jaishankar, 
Fiji’s Deputy 
PM Discuss 
Development 
Partnership
Delhi Feb 08External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar 
held talks with Fiji’s Dep-
uty Prime Minister Biman 
Chand Prasad on Wednes-
day and discussed the 
development partnership 
between the two coun-
tries, including in sectors 
such as health and educa-
tion. Prasad, Fiji’s minister 
for finance, strategic plan-
ning, national develop-
ment and statistics, who 
is paying a visit to India 
from February 5 to 10, 
held talks with Jaishan-
kar during which the two 
ministers reiterated the 
close connection that ex-
ists between the peoples 
of the two countries. This 
is the first high-level visit 
from Fiji following the for-
mation of the new govern-
ment under .

Mamata Likely 
To Visit Purulia, 
Bankura, 
Paschim 
Medinipur Next 
Week

Delhi Feb08: West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee is likely to visit Pu-
rulia, Paschim Medinipur 
and Bankura next week to 
chair district administrative 
meetings, a senior official 
said on Wednesday. Baner-
jee is likely to fly to Purulia 
on February 15 afternoon, 
and the next day she will 
chair an administrative re-
view meeting at the Pas-
chim Medinipur College 
ground in the Paschim 
Medinipur district, he said. 
She will return to Purulia 
around 2 pm, and chair 
the district administrative 
meeting at the Simulia Bat-
tery Ground, he added. On 
February 17.

PM To Reply 
On ‘Motion Of 
Thanks’ At 2 
Pm In RS On 
Thursday
Delhi Feb08: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will reply to 
the Motion of Thanks to the 
President’s Address at 2 pm 
in Rajya Sabha on Thurs-
day. President Droupadi 
Murmu addressed the joint 
sitting of Lok Sabha and 
Rajya Sabha on January 
31, the first day of the Bud-
get Session. “Reply by the 
prime minister will be at 2 
pm tomorrow,” said Rajya 
Sabha Chairman Jagdeep 
Dhankhar after the last 
speaker spoke on the mo-
tion on Wednesday. Modi 
replied to the motion of 
thanks in Lok Sabha earlier 
in the day.

Maximum 
Temperature 
Settles At 24.5 
Deg Celsius In 
Delhi
Delhi Feb08: Mercury fell 
by a notch in the national 
capital on Wednesday as 
the maximum temperature 
settled at 24.5 degrees Cel-
sius. The relative humidity 
in the city was recorded at 
48 per cent at 5:30 pm. Del-
hi on Wednesday logged 
the minimum temperature 
at 9.7 degrees Celsius, while 
the maximum temperature 
settled at 24.5 degrees Cel-
sius, a notch above normal. 
On Tuesday, the city had 
recorded a low of 12.8 de-
grees Celsius and a high of 
25.4 degrees Celsius. The 
weatherman has forecast 
mainly clear sky. 
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MLAs’ poaching case: Telangana 
HC refuses to hear interim petition
Hyderabad: The Telan-
gana High Court on 
Wednesday declined to 
hear an interim petition 
by the Telangana govern-
ment seeking suspension 
of the single judge’s or-
der to transfer the inves-
tigation into the MLAs 
poaching case to the 
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI). The state 
government had sought 
a stay on December 26, 
2022 order for three 
weeks facilitating it to 
move the Supreme Court. 
Telangana: Governor 
summons meeting of As-
sembly, Council Telan-
gana HC stays ED move 
to attach BRS MP’s prop-
erties Chief Justice Uj-
jal Bhuyan made it clear 
that since the matter was 
heard and disposed of 
by the division bench, it 
can’t be taken up again 
by the court and that the 
order can be challenged 
only in the Supreme 
Court. Advocate General 
B. S. Prasad brought to 

the notice of the Chief 
Justice that the CBI is 
pressurising for case file. 
He submitted that the CBI 
wrote to the Chief Secre-
tary again on Tuesday for 
case file. The Advocate 
General approached the 
Chief Justice for permis-
sion a day after Justice 
B. Vijaysen Reddy made 
the suggestion when the 
interim petition came up 
before him on Tuesday. 
It was on December 26 
that Vijaysen Reddy had 
pronounced his order, 
handing over the case 
to the CBI. He had also 

quashed the Government 
Order (GO) constitut-
ing Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) to probe the 
case relating to the al-
leged attempt to poach 
four legislators of the 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS). The single judge 
had pronounced the order 
on the petitions filed by 
the accused priest Ram-
chandra Bharati, pontiff 
Simhayaji, and restaurant 
owner Nandu Kumar that 
they did not have faith 
in the SIT investigation. 
The judge had also ob-
served that the media 

should not have been giv-
en access to investigation 
material. He also noted 
that the state has not re-
sponded to the question 
who provided the Chief 
Minister with investiga-
tive materials. A division 
bench comprising Chief 
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan 
and Justice N Tukaramji 
on February 6 dismissed 
the petition of the state 
government challenging 
the order of the single 
judge transferring the 
case to the CBI. The di-
vision bench ruled that 
the single judge bench’s 
order can’t be faulted and 
interfered with. The three 
accused were arrested by 
Cyberabad police from a 
farmhouse at Moinabad 
near Hyderabad on the 
night of October 26, 2022 
when they were allegedly 
trying to lure four MLAs 
of BRS with offers of 
huge money. Cyberabad 
police conducted the raid 
on a tip-off by Pilot Rohit 
Reddy,.

Police complaints filed against Telangana 
Congress chief over controversial remark

Hyderabad: Leaders of 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) on Wednesday 
filed police complaints 
and the ruling party has 
called for protests against 
Telangana Congress pres-
ident A. Revanth Reddy 
over his remark con-
cerning the Chief Minis-
ter. Reddy had said that 
“even if Maoists blow 
up the official residence 
of the chief minister with 
explosives it would be 
of little consequence as 
it was of no use to the 
people”. BRS social me-
dia cell lodges complaint 
against Revanth Reddy 
BRS counters Revanth 
Reddy’s complaint Govt 
usurping power of Gram 
Panchayats: TPCC presi-
dent Revanth Reddy The 
complaints were filed in 
Mulugu and Narasmpet 
police stations. The BRS 
leaders expressed doubts 
that there could be a con-
spiracy behind Revanth 
Reddy’s remarks. The 
complainants alleged that 
the Congress leader gave 

a call to Maoists to blow 
up Pragati Bhavan as a 
conspiracy to endanger 
the life of Chief Minister 
K. Chandrasekhar Rao. 
Telangana Pradesh Con-
gress committee (TPCC) 
president Revanth Reddy 
had made the controver-
sial remarks on Tuesday 
in Mulugu district dur-
ing his ongoing Hath Se 
Haath Jodo padayatra. 
Revanth Reddy, who is 
also a member of the Lok 
Sabha, alleged that Chief 
Minister KCR was indif-
ferent to the woes of the 
people as he was barri-

caded by the walls of the 
Pragati Bhavan. He went 
on to add that even if 
Maoists blow up Pragati 
Bhavan, it would make 
no difference as it was 
of no use to the people. 
“What use is a structure 
built with hundreds of 
crores when the chief 
minister is indifferent 
to the sufferings of the 
people as long as he is in-
side it? If it is of no use 
to the public,” he asked. 
Alleging that hundreds of 
crores of public money 
was spent to build Praga-
ti Bhavan, he asked why 

Pragati Bhavan is home 
to KCR family. Mean-
while, the BRS has also 
called for protests against 
Revanth Reddy. The 
party has called up on 
its cadres to set afire the 
effigies of the Congress 
leader during the protests. 
BRS MLA P. Sudershan 
Reddy said large-scale 
protests would be held in 
Narasmpet constituency 
on Wednesday. He said 
Revanth Reddy’s effi-
gies would be burnt and 
the protesters would also 
take out his mock funeral 
processions. The BRS 
leader said an MP call-
ing for blowing up the 
Pragati Bhavan is highly 
condemnable. “Con-
gress party which banned 
Maoists should respond 
to the statement of its 
own leader calling upon 
Maoists to blow up the 
official residence of the 
chief minister,” he said. 
The MLA demanded that 
a case under the Preven-
tive Detention (PD) Act 
should be booked .

Development of entire Hyderabad is 
Telangana Govt’s ultimate moto: KTR

Telangana State Medical Council 
exempts CME hours for doctors

Hyderabad: The Telanga-
na State Medical Coun-
cil (TSMC) on Friday 
exempted mandatory 
submission of Continu-
ing Medical Education 
(CME) credit hours for 
doctors who apply for 
renewal of registration 
from January 1 to De-
cember 31, 2023. Ac-
cording to National 

Medical Council (NMC) 
guidelines, it is manda-
tory to earn 30 CME 
credit hours with effect 
from January 1, 2023 by 
all doctors who apply for 
renewal of registration. 
In view of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the State’s 
Medical Council has ex-
empted the CME points 
for license renewal. 

ALSO READ TS Medi-
cal Council urges doctors 
to mention generic names 
of drugs in prescriptions 
A total of 6 and 12 CME 
credit hours have to be 
produced by doctors who 
apply for renewal of reg-
istration from January 1, 
2024 and January 1, 2025 
respectively.

Vinod Kumar seeks UoH satellite 
campus at Warangal or Karimnagar

Hyderabad: Telangana 
State Planning Board 
vice chairman B Vinod 
Kumar on Tuesday 
sought establishment of 
a satellite campus of the 
University of Hyderabad 
at Karimnagar or Waran-
gal. He wanted the Union 
Education Ministry to of-
fer five-year integrated 
courses through the sat-
ellite campus and ensure 
quality higher education 
for students from the so-
cially and economically 
backward sections. In a 
letter to Union Education 

Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan, Vinod Kumar 
said many social welfare 
schools and more than 
1,000 Gurukul residential 
schools have been estab-
lished and being run suc-
cessfully in Telangana. 
As a result, many young 

students from margin-
alised and poor sections 
are able to pursue their 
school education. He said 
several students from 
these institutions, were 
able to secure admis-
sion into reputed premier 
educational institutions 

like IIT, IIM and Central 
universities others. So-
cio Economic Outlook: 
Telangana govt schools 
see steady rise in admis-
sions Further, he also re-
quested the Union Minis-
ter to provide a domicile 
quota of 30 percent for 
students of Telangana for 
admission into the Uni-
versity of Hyderabad. He 
pointed out that similar 
quotas were being of-
fered in the Pondicherry 
University, National Law 
School of India Univer-
sity.

Hyderabad: Develop-
ment of entire Hyder-
abad, irrespective of 
parties and places, is the 
ultimate motto of the 
Telangana government, 
said the Municipal Ad-
ministration and Urban 
Development (MA&UD) 
Minister KT Rama Rao. 
In a high-level review 
meeting on the develop-
ment of the old city of 
Hyderabad here on Tues-
day, the Minister listed 
out the works underway 
and progress achieved in 
providing drinking water, 
power supply, mobility 
infrastructure, sanitation, 
conservation of heritage 
structures. With 11 more 
SRDP projects lined up 
in 2023, Hyderabad’s 
road infra set to take ma-

jor leap Double Decker 
buses back on Hyder-
abad roads! Home Min-
ister, Mohd Mahmood 
Ali, AIMIM floor leader 
Akbaruddin Owaisi, MP 
Dr G Ranjith Reddy, 
Chief Secretary A Santhi 
Kumari, Special Chief 
Secretary of MA&UD 
Department, Arvind Ku-
mar, and officials from 
GHMC, HMDA, HM-
WSSB, TSSPDCL and 
other departments par-
ticipated in the meeting. 
The Minister said that 
as part of the SRDP, the 
works to strengthen the 
road network in the old 
city area were going on 
at a brisk pace and sever-
al flyovers, construction 
of roads were completed. 
Stating that widening 

of roads in the densely 
populated old city was 
a challenge, Rama Rao 
asked the officials to 
speed up the works in lo-
calities where road wid-
ening is essential. The 
works related to traffic 
junctions, construction of 
foot over bridges and the 
bridges over Musi, where 
necessary, is going on 
at a brisk pace, and the 

Minister said more than 
Rs 1200 crore was spent 
for the development of 
drinking water facilities 
and over 2.5 lakh con-
nections were taken in 
the old city under the free 
water supply scheme. 
The power supply system 
improved tremendously 
in the old city along with 
other parts. Special atten-
tion was paid to maintain 

sanitation in tourist plac-
es including Charminar, 
Chowmahalla Palace, 
Mecca Masjid and Sala-
rjung Museum. Along 
with various health 
schemes provided by the 
State government, 84 
Basthi Dawakhanas were 
set up in the region. Plans 
were ready for restora-
tion of Mir Alam Mandi 
and proposals for a six-
line cable bridge over 
Mir Alam Tank were in 
the DPR stage. Express-
ing satisfaction over 
the priority given to the 
development of the old 
city, Akbaruddin Owaisi 
thanked the Telangana 
government, with a spe-
cial mention to Rama 
Rao and brought to his 
notice.

KTR inaugurates blood donation poster of KCR birthday : 
TNGOU Mujeeb— Indi-
an Horizon Bureau Chief 
M.A.Samad : Hyderabad 
February 08 ; Today the 
TNGO’s Union, Hyderabad 
District President Seva Ratna 
Dr.S.M.Hussaini (Mujeeb) 
met Hon’ble Minister KTR 
conved regarding conduct-
ing Mega Blood Donation 
Camp on the occasion of 
KCR’s Birthday with nearly 
1000 employees. KTR ap-
preciated the services of 
Dr.Mujeeb and inaugurated 
Wall Poster and Diary’2023 
and conveyed best wishes 
to Dr. Mujeeb and his team 
for effortless services to the 
employees and society. S. Vi-
kram Kumar Secretary TNGO’s Union, Hyderabad District 
was also present. On this occasion Dr. Mujeeb said Mega 
blood donation camp will be inaugurated by Hon’ble 
Ministers Mahmood Ali, V. Srinivas Goud , MLC K. Kavitha 

, Central Union President Mamilla Rajender and General 
Secretary Rayakanti Prathap. All the district employees 
along with their family and friends must participate the 
camp and make a grand success.

Bharat Ratna Dr. Zakir Hussain Khan
Dr. Zakir Husain Khan (8 February 1897 – 3 May 1969) was 
an Indian economist and politician who served as the third 
President of India, from 13 May 1967 until his death on 3 
May 1969. He was Pashtun from Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
“Province of Pakistan” who hailed from Afridi tribe. He previ-
ously served as the governor of Bihar from 1957 to 1962 and 
as the second vice president of India from 1962 to 1967. He 
was also the co-founder of Jamia Milia Islamia, serving as 
its vice-chancellor from 1928. Under Husain, Jamia became 
closely associated with the Indian freedom movement. 
He was awarded the Bharat Ratna (India’s highest civilian 
honour) in  1963. He was the first Muslim president of India 
and the first Indian president to die in office. At Gandhi’s 
invitation, he also became chairman of the National Com-
mittee on Basic Education, established in 1937 to design a 

District Collector Rajeev Gandhi Hanmanthu, who recently took charge as a new Col-
lector of Nizamabad District, met with Minister Vemula Prashanth Reddy in his cham-

ber in the Assembly on Wednesday.  Minister Vemula Prashant Reddy .

On The Birth Anneversary of Third President of India  
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Helpline Issued For People From Karnataka 
Stuck In Earthquake-Hit Turkey

Bengaluru: The Karnata-
ka government on Tues-
day set up a helpline to 
facilitate information and 
assistance flow for effect-
ed people of Karnataka in 
Turkey. State Emergen-
cy Operation Helpline 
Numbers (Revenue De-
partment-Disaster Man-
agement)- 080-1070, 
080-22340676- will fa-
cilitate information and 
assistance flow (through 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs) for effected people 
of Karnataka in Turkey, 
Karnataka State Disaster 
Management Authority 
said in a release. Earlier 
in the day, Karnataka 
Chief Minister Basavaraj 
Bommai said his gov-
ernment is setting up a 
helpline to come to the 

aid of people from the 
state, in the earthquake-
hit Turkey. He also said 
the state government is in 
touch with the External 
Affairs Ministry and the 
Indian Embassy to gather 
information regarding 

Kannadigas there. “If 
people share information 
about their family mem-
bers there in Turkiye, our 
government will try to 
reach out and help them, 
and will also make all re-
quired arrangements for 

them to come back (to 
India) if required,” the 
CM added. The earth-
quake of magnitude 7.8 
on Monday killed more 
than 5,000 people and 
flattened thousands of 
buildings in Turkey and 

neighbouring Syria. It 
was centred in Turkey’s 
southeastern province of 
Kahramanmaras and was 
felt as far away as Cai-
ro. India has dispatched 
Humanitarian Assis-
tance and Disaster Relief 
(HADR) to Turkey. The 
release has also shared 
the helpline number of 
Embassy of India, at An-
kara in Turkey: Samant 
Rohan Rajendra, First 
Secretary (C,P&I) Email: 
cons.ankara@mea.gov.in 
Mob:+90-530 314 2203 
Tel: +90-312 438 2195-
98. Also, Bobby Rawat, 
Consular Officer Email: 
cons1.ankara@mea.gov.
in Mob:+90-535 490 
4071 (24x7 Helpline 
Number)

BRS to hold rally to woo Backward 
Classes in Hyderabad on March 10

Hyderabad: Ahead of 
the Assembly elections 
scheduled for December, 
the BRS is all set to orga-
nise a rally of the Back-
ward Classes community 
in the city on March 10 
aimed to garner the sup-
port of BCs, who are an 
all-important factor dur-
ing elections within the 
state, as they comprise 
around 52 per cent of the 
population. The rally will 
be held after BRS presi-
dent and Chief Minister 
K. Chandrashekar Rao 

inaugurates the “self-re-
spect bhavans” of Yadavs 
and Kuruma community 
in Kokapet. The party 
leaders have been tasked 
with mobilising more 
than one lakh BCs from 
all the  districts for the 
rally. The state govern-
ment began wooing the 
BC community by an-
nouncing a series of wel-
fare schemes and benefits 
for the various castes that 
make up the group. The 
Chandrashekar Rao-led 
BRS government granted 

87.3 acres to 41 BC com-
munities in Kokapet for 
the construction of “self-
respect” buildings and re-
leased Rs 95.25 crore for 
the project. Of these, two 
buildings belonging to 
Yadav and Kuruma com-
munities have reached fi-
nal stages of construction 
and slated for inaugura-
tion on March 10. BC 
welfare minister Gangula 
Kamalakar along with his 
colleagues T. Harish Rao, 
Talasani Srinivas Yadav, 
and V. Srinivas Goud, 
also laid the foundation 
stone for the construction 
of four buildings for the 
communities of Areka-
tika, Gandla, Rangrez, 
and Bhatraj in addition 
to reviewing the work on 
these two buildings.

Parents Of Telangana Student Shot Dead In US 
Seek Help In Bringing Back Body

Hyderabad: The parents 
of a student from Kham-
mam district of Telan-
gana, who allegedly died 
of a gunshot wound in 
the United States, have 
requested the govern-
ments’ help in bringing 
the body back home. 
Akhil Sai Mahankali, 25, 
from Madhira town in 
Khammam district, died 
in the state of Alabama, 
US, on Monday and an 
Indian national was ar-
rested and charged with 
manslaughter, police 
said. Mr Mahankali was 
studying MS in the US. 

He went there a little over a year ago and did part-

time jobs, his parents 
said on Tuesday. Their 
son had said his course 
would get completed in 
another three months 
and that he would get a 
job. His weeping mother 
said she never imagined 
her son would come back 
home dead. “We’d sent 
him for higher studies. 
Never imagined even in 
the dreams that we will 
lose our son like this,” 
she said. His parents re-
quested the Telangana, 
India and the US govern-
ments to help in sending 
their son’s body to their 

native place. His family 
is planning to conduct the 
last rites at Miryalaguda. 
Police and medical per-
sonnel in the US found 
Akhil Sai Mahankali with 
a life-threatening gunshot 
wound around 9.30 pm 
on Sunday. They took 
him to the hospital, where 
doctors pronounced him 
dead, according to the 
Montgomery Advertiser, 
a newspaper. Both the 
victim and the accused 
are from Montgomery, 
the capital city of Ala-
bama, it said, adding that 
the latter is now in jail.

In Hyderabad, employees are exploited, 
not given regular offs nor statutory leaves
Hyderabad: Some employ-
ers have been forcing em-
ployees to work without 
availing their statutory 
leaves or even weekly offs. 
From waiters to construc-
tion labourers, vendors 
and salespersons, several 
employees say they are 
even unaware of laws that 
guarantee them paid leaves 
and would still not dare 
speak up. Anil Raju (name 
changed) who migrated to 
Hyderabad from a small 

town village in Andhra 
Pradesh, regrets taking the 
job of a waiter in a popular 
mess in Ameerpet, thanks 
to no offs “granted” by his 
employer. “I got married six 
months ago and convinced 
my wife to move with me 
to Hyderabad for a better 
life. I don’t remember the 
last time I spent good time 
with her or took her out. 
I am now forced to look 
for another job because 
my current does not allow 

a weekly off, leaves are 
a distant dream,” he told 
Deccan Chronicle. He nar-
rated the story of his former 
colleague and friend at the 
mess who was not allowed a 
weekly off to attend church. 
“He did not know of a life 
outside of regularly visit-
ing the church on Sunday. 
He pleaded with the boss 
for just two hours on Sun-
days in exchange for over-
time, but in vain. He left a 
few months back. I will too, 

soon,” he said. This is the 
story of not just Anil and his 
friend but many who work 
as waiters, construction la-
bourers, vendors at tiffin 
stalls and even watchmen, 
Rajushared. “Humari toh 
chaahkar bhi ghar waapsi 
nahi ho paa rahi,” laughed 
Moinuddin, a labourer at 
a construction site in Nal-
lakunta. His pain from 
wanting to visit home was 
evident despite his attempts 
to hide that with laughter. 

Andhra Pradesh spends Rs 30,000 crore a 
year for education: Minister

Kakinada: Education Min-
ister Botsa Satyanarayana 
said that the state govern-
ment has been spending 
Rs 30,000 crore a year 
for education in Andhra 
Pradesh. He was partici-
pating as chief guest at the 
inauguration of the B Phar-
macy building, the women 
hostel building and other 
development works at Adi-
kavi Nannayya University’s 
Tadepalligudem campus on 
Tuesday. The minister said 

that subject teachers have 
been appointed in schools 
from Class III and in high-
er education, students can 
go for internship and these 
would help the students 
achieve their goals and at-
tain global standards. “Stu-
dents are being given train-
ing in computer courses in 
view of their bright future.” 
He said chief minister Ja-
gan Reddy has introduced 
several changes in the edu-
cation system. He advised  

Adikavi Nannayya Univer-
sity registrar to provide all 
necessary facilities to stu-
dents at all the hostels of the 
university within 15 days 
and promised that he would 
help develop the university 
further. Endowment minis-
ter and deputy chief minis-
ter Kottu Sayanarayana said 
land worth `150 crore had 
been allotted by the govern-
ment to Adikavi Nannayya 
University. “However, there 
is no staff cadre strength to 

the university and all the 
employees are working on 
an ad hoc basis,” he said. 
Satyanarayana requested 
the education minister to 
allocate staff cadre strength 
on a regular basis and de-
velop the playground, roads 
and other infrastructure. 
The education minister 
should take the initiative 
to introduce M Pharm, M 
Com, MCA and M Sc data 
analysis courses and sanc-
tion a women engineering 

TNGOU held an emergency meet : 

Bureau Chief M.A.Samad 
: Hyderabad February 08 ; 
TNGO’s Union Hyderabad 
District President Sevarat-
na, Seva Bhushan, Praja-
ratna Dr.Syed Majeedullah 
Hussaini (Mujeeb) organ-
ised emergency meeting 
held at Gruhakalpa Of-

fice with District Working 
Members, Units President 
and Secretaries. Inquired 
on the units not paying 
annual subscription and 
spoke briefly on the is-
sues of CPS employees and 
other issues in the units. 
The president specially 

requested the employees 
and their relatives to at-
tend the mega blood do-
nation camp organized by 
Hyderabad district on the 
occasion of the birthday 
celebrations of Kalvakunt-
la Chandrasekhara Rao on 
16th February 2023.

Minister KTR today inaugurated #HyderabadEMotorShow2023, held as part of annual 
Hyderabad #EMobilityWeek. In the years to come, the e-motor show will emerge as 
a pioneering platform for automobile companies to launch and showcase their next 
generation EV models. On the occasion, the Minister for Industries unveiled Citroen 
India’s eC3 all electric car, Hop Electric’s OXO, QuantumEV_India’s Plasma vehicles.

Telangana Government partners with British Council
 for a student study programme at University of Glasgow

The programme is under the ‘Scholarships for Outstanding Undergradu-
ate Talent (SCOUT)’ scheme by GREAT, for Government of Telangana 
• 15 students at the undergraduate level in the state of Telangana 
have been selected to pursue a short-term certificate course in the UK 
Nizamabad, 8 February 2023: British Council and the State of Telangana 
today announced a residential short-term certificate course in the UK for 
15 meritorious students from the state, under the Scholarships for Out-
standing Undergraduate Talent (SCOUT) programme by GREAT for Gov-
ernment of Telangana. The initiative has been designed to provide ex-
posure and skills to talented young students who have limited means to 
access or experience international education and inspire them towards 
world-class innovation and research. Shri. Navin Mittal, IAS Commission-
er of Collegiate, Technical & Intermediate Education; Shri. Rahul Bojja, 
IAS Secretary, SCD, Hyderabad; Donna Gall, Senior International Officer 
at University of Glasgow and Janaka Pushpanathan, Director South In-
dia, British Council addressed the gathering at an event to launch the 
programme. As a part of this initiative, 15 undergraduate level students 
along with two faculty members from Telangana will be hosted by the 
University of Glasgow in March and April 2023 for a two-week short-term 
certified course on ‘How to be More Rational: Critical Thinking, Logic and 
Reasoning’. The short course will help in developing academic and re-

search skills of the students and will allow them to gain inter-disciplinary 
knowledge through new pedagogical methods. The activity will also en-
able students to impact their own local community, institutions and fu-
ture workplaces through their learning. As part of the arrangement, the 
opportunity was extended to students pursuing their graduation from 
higher education institutions in Telangana and were selected based on 
their merit. The program will be funded by the GREAT campaign by the 
British Council and will cover the course fees, accommodation and other 
expenses for the students while in UK. The Government is funding the 
travel and visa costs for all students and faculty. In a reciprocal arrange-
ment, the Telangana government will reserve 5 masters scholarships for 
study in UK universities as part of their Chief Minister’s Overseas Scholar-
ship Scheme in the state. Shri. Navin Mittal, IAS, Commissioner of Colle-
giate, Technical & Intermediate Education said, “Our objective is to make 
the State of Telangana the centre of cutting-edge knowledge by forg-
ing international collaboration, and we are particularly pleased that the 
Govt of Telangana is deepening its ties with UK, to achieve our goals. We 
are excited about this new programme which complements our existing 
initiatives for merit-based student scholarships and are looking forward 
to the impact it will have on the talented individuals we have hand-
picked from across the State. We expect that such engagements and the 
ongoing work of the British Council will lead to innovation and better 
educational output, which will have a significant influence on student 
employability in Telangana.” Shri. Rahul Bojja, IAS Secretary, SCD, Hyder-
abad, said, “We are always finding ways to keep at the cutting edge of 
teaching methodologies. This programme too will support our efforts 
to deliver the best possible learning experience to our students. The 
State of Telangana and the British Council have collaborated very suc-
cessfully over the past many years, working on extensive programmes 
that have yielded phenomenal results allowing us to improve our qual-
ity of teaching and equipping our students. We look forward to more 
collaborations like this that will help us inspire young talented individu-
als across the state to realise their true potential.” Janaka Pushpanathan, 
Director South India, British Council, said, “The State of Telangana and 
the UK together have been working on various initiatives in education. 
British Council is delighted to work with the State government towards 
accelerating the creation of mutually beneficial programmes which in 
turn helps in achieving the State’s knowledge goals. With this collabora-
tion.
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High Court Upholds 6-Year Jail Term To 
Cleric For Sexually Assaulting Girl

New Delhi: The Delhi 
High Court has upheld 
the six-year jail term 
awarded to a Muslim cler-
ic for sexually assaulting 
a six-year-old girl, say-
ing great faith and trust 
are reposed in a ‘maulvi’ 
who teaches others the 
tenets of the holy Quran 
and is looked up to with 
reverence. The high court 
refused to either set aside 
his conviction or reduce 
the sentence, stressing 

he does not deserve any 
indulgence as the convict 
held a position of great 
trust and faith which he 
breached by sexually as-
saulting a gullible girl 
child. “It is established 
that the appellant/ac-
cused (cleric) sexually 
assaulted the victim, who 
was six years of age at 
the time of the incident. 
“Thus, I find no infirmity 
in the judgment of the 
trial court in concluding 

that the appellant is guilty 
of aggravated sexual as-
sault in terms of Section 
9 (m) POCSO Act, which 
is punishable under Sec-
tion 10 POCSO Act and 
convicting the appellant 
under Section 354 (mo-
lestation) IPC and Sec-
tion 10 POCSO Act,” 
Justice Poonam A Bamba 
said while dismissing the 
convict’s appeal. Deal-
ing with the convict’s 
alternative request for a 

reduction in sentence to 
the period he has already 
been incarcerated, that 
is two-and-a-half years, 
the high court said, “It 
may be mentioned that 
the appellant is a maulvi/ 
hafiz, who taught Quran 
Sharif and ‘Kayda’ (ba-
sics to beginners) to the 
victim”. “A great faith 
and trust is reposed in the 
maulvi/ hafiz, who teach-
es to others, the tenets 
of the holy Quran and is 
looked up to, with rever-
ence. Thus, the appellant 
held a position of great 
trust and faith, which 
he breached by sexually 
assaulting the victim, a 
gullible girl child of six 
years of age. Thus, the 
appellant does not de-
serve any indulgence in 
this regard,” it said. The 
convict had challenged 
the trial court’s January 
2021 judgment by which 
he was sentenced to six 
years imprisonment. 
Seeking a reduction of 

sentence, he had submit-
ted that he has four minor 
children and a wife to 
look after and has clean 
antecedents with good 
conduct in jail. The inci-
dent took place in Delhi’s 
Burari area in September 
2016 and a complaint was 
given to the police by the 
girl’s family that she has 
been sexually assaulted 
by him. The child, who 
used to go to the man’s 
house for learning ‘Kay-
da’, had informed her 
mother about the incident 
and was medically ex-
amined at a hospital. The 
cleric denied the allega-
tions and claimed that he 
has been falsely implicat-
ed in this case as 15 days 
prior to the incident, an 
altercation took place be-
tween him and the father 
of the victim after some 
water had sprinkled on 
the latter’s cot when the 
appellant was watering 
plants

Brackish Groundwater In Most Of 
Delhi, High Nitrate In Northeast

New Delhi: The ground-
water in most parts of 
Delhi is brackish in na-
ture and the nitrate con-
centration is high in the 
northeastern parts of 
the capital, the Central 
Ground Water Board 
(CGWB) has said in a re-
port. “Chemical analysis 
of ground water samples 
collected in May 2021 
showed that nitrate con-
tent in groundwater is 
within the permissible 
limit of 45 micrograms 
per litre in most of the 
state. However, concen-
tration in the north-east-
ern parts of Delhi is high,” 
the CGWB’s groundwa-
ter year book 2021-22 
said. Except a few loca-
tions in the northern and 
western parts of the city, 
all areas have a fluoride 
concentration within the 
permissible limit of 1.5 
micrograms per litre, it 
said. The eastern parts 
of Delhi, especially the 
areas around the Yamuna 
floodplains and the Delhi 
Quartzite Ridge zones, 
have an electrical con-

ductivity (EC) within the 
permissible range of 0 to 
2,250 microsiemens per 
centimetre, the CGWB 
said. “The rest of the cap-
ital, barring some pockets 
of southwest, northwest 
and west districts, has EC 
value of more than 3,000 
microsiemens per centi-
metre. It is also observed 
that water from deeper 
aquifers have greater 
EC value than the water 
from shallow aquifers. 
The EC value increases 
with depth,” it said. Sa-
linity, the measure of 
the amount of dissolved 
salts in water, is directly 
proportional to electri-
cal conductivity (EC). In 
general, fresh water has 

an EC of less than 1,500 
microsiemens per centi-
metre, brackish water be-
tween 1,500 and 15,000 
microsiemens per cen-
timetre and saline water 
has an EC of more than 
15,000 microsiemens per 
centimetre. The chloride 
content in the ground-
water is mostly below 
250 micrograms per litre 
except in cases where in-
land salinity is prevalent. 
According to the Bu-
reau of Indian Standards 
(BIS), the desirable limit 
of chloride in drinking 
water is 250 micrograms 
per litre. However, it can 
be extended to 1,000 
micrograms per litre in 
cases.

Manish Sisodia Proposed To Scrap 244 
School Principals Posts: Delhi Lt Governor

New Delhi: Delhi’s Edu-
cation Ministry under 
Manish Sisodia had pro-
posed to scrap 244 posts 
of school principals and 
these were “deemed 
abolished” as they could 
not filled for five years, 
the lieutenant governor’s 
office said Tuesday, days 
after the AAP leader al-
leged the LG was with-
holding appointment 
on these posts. LG VK 
Saxena’s also said con-
trary to the claims made 
by the deputy chief min-
ister, he did not agree 
with the proposal, and 
instead advised the edu-
cation department to get 
conducted a study on the 
abolition or creation of 
posts of principals. It also 

rejected charges levelled 
against VK Saxena by 
Manish Sisodia, terming 
them “patently false, be-
reft of facts, wrong, de-
liberately misleading and 
in utter disregard of con-
stitutional provisions and 
orders of the High Court 
of Delhi”. Mr Sisodia 

had told a press confer-
ence on Sunday that they 
had ensured the file for 
the appointment of 370 
principals was sent to the 
LG office, but only 126 
were approved and the 
LG was withholding ap-
pointments of 244 posts 
on “flimsy grounds”. He 
had also accuse the LG of 

taking over the services 
department unconstitu-
tionally. The LG office 
rejected these claims. “In 
fact, the Education De-
partment, under Manish 
Sisodia, submitted a pro-
posal for the revival of 
126 posts and abolition 
of 244 posts of principal, 
for approval of Lt Gover-
nor,” it said. According 
to a ministry of finance 
memo dated April 12, 
2017, these posts were 
“deemed abolished” as 
the education department 
could not fill them for 
over five years, the LG 
office the said. It said the 
finance ministry memo 
provides that a post fall-
ing in the category of 
“deemed abolished” can-

not be filled without per-
mission of the competent 
authority. The finance 
ministry memo also pro-
vides that posts remain-
ing vacant for five years 
may be abolished imme-
diately, it said.Out of the 
total 370 vacant posts of 
Principal, 126 posts were 
vacant for more than 
two years and 244 posts 
were vacant for more 
than five years bringing 
them within the purview 
of “deemed abolition” as 
per the finance ministry 
memo, it said. Contrary 
to the claims made by the 
deputy chief minister, the 
LG did not agree with the 
proposal of the education 
department for abolition 
of 244 posts.

Man Killed After Explosion At 
Gas Cylinder Shop In Delhi

New Delhi: One person 
was killed after a fire 
broke out due to a cylin-
der explosion in Delhi’s 
Tilak Nagar area, fire de-
partment officials said. 
The incident took place 
yesterday evening at a gas 
cylinder refilling shop in 
Harijan Colony near Ti-
lak Nagar in west Delhi. 
Officials said a total of 
six fire tenders along 
with the rescue teams 
of the fire department 
were rushed to douse the 
flames and carry out the 
rescue operation. “Prime 
facie, it appears that there 
was a short-circuit in 
some electronic gadget 
that led to fire and explo-
sion,” officials added. 
Police said the deceased 
was identified as Ravi 
Sharma, 25 and was the 

son of the shop owner. 
No other casualty was 
reported During the en-
quiry, it was learnt that 
the fire broke out on the 
ground floor, at a grocery 
shop, due to a short cir-
cuit. The flames reached 
a cylinder that exploded. 
A case of death by neg-

ligence and negligent 
conduct with respect to 
fire and the combustible 
matter was registered un-
der Indian Penal Code’s 
sections 304A and 285,” 
officials said.Further in-
vestigation is underway, 
officials said.

President To Visit Gurugram Tomorrow, 
Traffic Curbs On Delhi-Jaipur Highway

Gurugram: Traffic will be 
restricted on the Delhi-
Jaipur Highway (National 
Highway 48) for six hours 
on Thursday due to Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu’s 
visit to the Om Shanti Re-
treat Centre in Bhora Kalan. 
In an advisory, police said 
traffic would be interrupted 
from 9 am to 12 pm and 
again from 2-5 pm. Accord-
ing to the diversion plan, ve-
hicles travelling from Delhi 
to Jaipur using National 
Highway 48 will turn left 
from Shankar Chowk and 
then go through Golf Course 
Road or Rajeev Chowk via 
Sohna Road or Gurugram-
Pataudi Road. Vehicles trav-
elling from Jaipur will go 

via Panchgaon, Manesar via 
the Kundali-Manesar-Palw-
al Expressway.”In order to 
run the traffic smoothly, the 
Gurugram Police appeals to 
the general public to follow 
the traffic advisory and use 
alternative routes so that 
they do not face any prob-
lem,” the advisory said. 
from the Central Pollution 

Control Board (CPCB), the 
overall Air Quality Index 
(AQI) at 9 am stood at 373 
(very poor). Post a com-
ment An AQI between zero 
and 50 is considered good, 
51 and 100 satisfactory, 101 
and 200 moderate, 201 and 
300 poor, 301 and 400 very 
poor, and 401 and 500 se-
vere.

“Why Aaftab Poonawala, Shraddha Walkar Fought
New Delhi: Aaftab Poon-
awala had been in touch 
with many women, from 
Delhi to Dubai, which 
led to the relationship 
between him and his 
girlfriend, Shraddha 
Walkar, going south, the 
police said in a 6,600-
page chargesheet that 
also includes other hor-
rific details of the ma-
cabre murder case. Aaf-
tab Poonawala allegedly 
killed his girlfriend and 
chopped up her body into 
dozens of pieces at their 
rented apartment in Delhi 
in May last year. The po-
lice had then said Aaftab 
Poonawala also dated an-

other woman using the 
dating app Bumble after 
killing Shraddha Walkar 
and brought her to his 

apartment, where he had 
stored Shraddha Walkar’s 
body parts in the fridge. 
The couple often fought 

over Aaftab Poonawala’s 
friendship with other 
women, the police said 
last year after he was ar-

rested. The chargesheet, 
too, mentions this and 
claims all the women he 
were in touch were from 
different locations, from 
Delhi to Dubai. Aaftab 
Poonawala and Shraddha 
Walkar lived together in 
their hometown Vasai 
near Mumbai before they 
moved to Delhi. Post a 
comment Her WhatsApp 
conversations and Insta-
gram chats with friends 
and co-workers from two 
years ago show that she 
was once beaten so badly 
by Aaftab Poonawala that 
she couldn’t get off the 
bed and had to later be 
hospitalised.

Delhi Man Looted Of Rs 17 Lakh On 
Way To ATM: Cops

New Delhi: Two uniden-
tified criminals allegedly 
robbed a man of ₹ 17 lakh 
when he was on his way to 
deposit the cash in an ATM 
after ambushing and as-
saulting him in outer Del-
hi’s Sultanpuri area, police 
said on Tuesday. The inci-
dent was reported around 
2.30 pm. Ashish Kumar, 
who works for milk dis-
tributor Surender Rana, was 
going to the nearest ATM 
on his motorcycle to de-

posit the money, they said. 
The money was part of the 
daily collection. When he 

was near Krishan Vihar, he 
was allegedly waylaid by 
two pedestrians. The duo, 

one of whom was wearing 
a mask, allegedly started 
hitting Mr Kumar with 
sticks, snatched his back-
pack and fled, a senior of-
ficial saidWe have regis-
tered a case based on the 
complaint. Efforts are being 
made to arrest the accused 
and recover the money,” 
said Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Outer) Harendra 
Kumar Singh. The police 
are looking at footage from 
CCTV cameras.

Girl, 9, Suffers Epileptic Seizures 
Triggered By Henna: Delhi Hospital

New Delhi: Doctors at a 
leading private hospital 
here on Tuesday said they 
have reported an “unusu-
al” case of a nine-year-old 
girl who suffered epileptic 
seizures triggered by the 
smell of “mehndi” applied 
on her hand. The case study 
has been published in the 
January 2023 edition of the 
Clinical Neurophysiology, 
the Sir Ganga Ram Hospi-
tal said in a statement. The 
department of neurology at 
the hospital recently report-

ed “an unusual case” of a 
nine-year-old girl who was 
suffering epileptic seizures 

after application of “mehn-
di”, it said. When she had 
suffered her first convul-

sion after application of 
“mehndi”, she had “abrupt 
loss of consciousness, lead-
ing to fall and convulsions 
for 20 seconds”, doctors at 
the hospital said. Recently, 
she was brought to the 
hospital for further check-
up, they said. “Mehndi” is 
the art of making designs 
on someone’s hands with 
“henna”, a reddish-brown 
herbal dye. According to 
Dr (Col) PK Sethi, senior 
consultant, department of 
neurology.
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Money Trail, Bizarre Shopping List Were Clues In Delhi Murder Case
New Delhi: More details 
of Aaftab Poonawala’s 
elaborate attempts to 
dispose of his girlfriend 
Shraddha Walkar’s body 
and cover his tracks 
have been revealed in 
the Delhi Police charge 
sheet that runs to 6,600 
pages. One of the big-
gest clues that Aaftab 
was lying about Shrad-
dha’s whereabouts was in 
the money he transferred 
from her account to his 
own after their supposed 
“break-up”. On May 18, 
after murdering Shrad-
dha, Aaftab Poonawala 
transferred ₹ 50,000 
from her bank account to 
his own, then ₹ 4,000. A 
day later, he transferred 
₹ 250 from the account. 
On June 7, he transferred 
₹ 6,000 more from her 
account to his. The bank 
activity exposed his lie 

about not knowing where 
Shraddha was, the po-
lice say. After strangling 
Shraddha, Aaftab cut up 
her body and disposed of 
the parts bit by bit, over 
three months. He used 
a stone grinder to turn 
her bones to powder for 
easy disposal. Her head 
was one of the last piec-
es he threw away. Aaf-
tab dumped Shraddha 
Walkar’s lipstick, mobile 
phone, credit and debit 
cards in the sea waters at 
Bhayandar in Mumbai, 
where he went to school. 
Clumps of Shraddha’s 
hair were found near MG 
Road, Gurugram. He al-
legedly disposed of the 
weapons used to cut up 
her body - a saw, a chop-
per and a blade - in the 
bushes in Aya Nagar near 
MG Road in Gurugram. 
They haven’t been found 

yet, the charge sheet says. 
A knife, hammer, and a 
pair of scissors, also used 
in the gruesome task, 
were kept in Aaftab’s 
apartment in Chhattarpur. 
The mobile phone that he 
had on the night of the 
killing, sold on Amazon 
to a man named Ubaidul-
lah, was also found by 

the police. Videos and 
audio recordings of Aaf-
tab and Shraddha’s coun-
selling sessions are also 
part of the evidence. The 
troubled pair had signed 
up for the sessions on a 
medical App after a huge 
fight in Mumbai, the po-
lice said. Computer logs, 
GPS tracking and activity 

on the Bumble dating App 
proved that Shraddha’s 
mobile phone was active 
in the apartment where 
she was killed, long af-
ter her disappearance. 
Shraddha first logged on 
to Bumble on May 13, 
and her final login was 
on May 20, two days af-
ter her death. A ring that 
Aaftab had gifted Shrad-
dha was recovered from 
the woman that he started 
dating after the murder. 
He had bought the ring 
online in 2021; he gifted 
a similar ring to his sister. 
The police said Shrad-
dha and Aaftab’s mobile 
phone locations were the 
same between June 1 and 
8 - another of many give-
aways in his claims about 
her disappearance. From 
June 10 to 19, Shraddha’s 
mobile phone was said to 
be in Delhi. 

RBI Proposes To Launch Code-Based 
Coin Vending Machine In 12 Cities

New Delhi: The Reserve 
Bank of India’s Governor 
Shaktikanta Das said on 
Wednesday that the cen-
tral bank would launch a 
pilot project on QR code-
based coin vending ma-
chine (QCVM) in 12 cit-
ies in the country. These 
vending machines will 
dispense coins against 
debit to the customer’s 
account using Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI) 
instead of physical ten-
dering of banknotes. 
“This will enhance the 
ease of accessibility 
to coins. Based on the 
learnings from the pilot, 
guidelines will be issued 
to banks to promote the 
distribution of coins us-
ing these machines,” the 
governor said. Address-
ing the outcome of the 
Monetary Policy outcome 

for calendar year 2023, 
the central bank’s gov-
ernor said that the RBI 
will launch the QR code-
based coin vending ma-
chine to enhance ease of 
access to coins. In a move 
that will raise borrowing 
costs for corporates and 
individuals even further, 
the RBI Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) led 
by Governor Shaktikanta 
Das hiked the repo rate 
by 25 basis points to 6.5 

per cent on Wednesday. 
According to the gover-
nor, a rate hike of 25 ba-
sis points is considered as 
appropriate at the current 
juncture. “The reduction 
in the size of the rate hike 
provides the opportunity 
to evaluate the effects of 
the actions taken so far 
on the inflation outlook 
and on the economy at 
large,” he added. When 
high levels of inflation 
prevail,

Rajya Sabha Walkout By AAP, KCR Party, 
Team Thackeray As Notices Rejected

New Delhi: Members of 
the Aam Aadmi Party, 
Shiv Sena Thackeray 
faction and Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi (BRS) on 
Wednesday staged a 
walkout from the Ra-
jya Sabha after their ad-
journment notices were 
disallowed by the chair. 
Soon after laying of pa-
pers, Chairman Jagdeep 
Dhankhar said he has 
received four notices 
under Rule 267 from 
BRS member K Keshava 
Rao, AAP member San-
jay Singh and Shiv Sena 
members Sanjay Raut 
and Priyanka Chaturve-
di and disallowed the 
same. Mr Rao stood up 
and raised objection to 
the Rajya Sabha chair-
man’s remarks on Tues-
day on their boycott of 
the House. Sanjay Singh 
also rose to seek a discus-
sion on the Adani issue 
but was not allowed by 
the chair as their notices 

were disallowed. Soon, 
the BRS, Sena and AAP 
members staged a walk-
out from the House. The 
House started the discus-
sion on the motion of 
thanks to the president’s 
address as there was no 
Zero Hour and Question 
Hour. The discussion 
on the motion of thanks 
would continue without 
lunch break. “I have re-
ceived four notices under 
Rule 267 from Sanjay 
Raut, K Keshava Rao, 

Sanjay Singh, Priyanka 
Chaturvedi. I reiterate 
my stand. I have care-
fully gone through them. 
I do not find the notices 
in order. I am constrained 
not to allow them,” the 
chairman said. On BRS 
member Mr Rao’s an-
guish over the chair-
man’s remarks made on 
Tuesday, he said, “The 
kind of aggressive body 
language you are reflect-
ing is most unfortunate. 
You have perhaps not 

had the occasion to go 
through what I had said 
yesterday with full sense 
of sublimity, sobriety and 
seriousness.” PM Modi 
To Reply To Debate On 
President’s Address In 
Lok Sabha Today PM 
Modi To Reply To De-
bate On President’s Ad-
dress In Lok Sabha To-
day Uddhav Thackeray 
Faction Boycotts Parlia-
ment Debate On Presi-
dent’s Address Uddhav 
Thackeray Faction Boy-
cotts Parliament Debate 
On President’s Address 
PM Modi Attends BJP 
Parliamentary Meet PM 
Modi Attends BJP Par-
liamentary Meet Asking 
him to take his seat, he 
said, “This is not the way 
we conduct this House. 
What I said is on record, 
you can take recourse to 
rules. This is not the way 
to do it. I have conveyed 
my sentiments and these 
are the sentiments of 

millions of people.” Mr 
Dhankhar said for the 
first time in this country, 
a history of the “wrong 
type” has been created by 
engaging in a proclaimed 
boycott of the President. 
“I would urge the mem-
bers, we are sending a 
very dangerous signal 
to people. Their anger 
is beyond tolerance. Ev-
ery time in the morning 
they see this spectacle of 
the House being plunged 
into disorder as part of 
strategy,” the chairman 
said. AAP, BRS mem-
bers created uproar by 
raising slogans of “PM 
sadan mein aao. jawaab 
do. JPC se jaanch karao 
(PM should come to the 
House and answer and 
JPC probe should be or-
dered)” and later staged a 
walkout. They later held 
a demonstration in front 
of the Gandhi statue in 
Parliament premises.

Lucknow To Be Renamed? What 
Yogi Adityanath’s Deputy Said

Bhadohi: Uttar Pradesh 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Brajesh Pathak made 
a statement about the 
demand to change the 
name of Lucknow and 
said that it is well known 
about Lucknow that 
it was the city of Lax-
man. The government 
will update about the 
situation regarding the 
name change, said the 
Deputy Chief Minister, 
who reached Bhadohi 
today. In Bhadohi, the 
Deputy Chief Minister 
held a review meeting 
regarding the progress 
of various schemes and 
development works the 

in the district. After he 
also unveiled the statue 
of former Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee in 
Suriyava. On this occa-
sion, Deputy Chief Min-
ister Brajesh Pathak gave 
a big statement regard-
ing the demand of BJP 
MP Sangam Lal Gupta 
to change the name of 
Lucknow. He said that 
everyone knows that 
Lucknow was the city of 
Laxman. There will be 
further talks on the situa-
tion regarding the change 
of name. The way the 
Deputy CM named Luc-
know as Laxman Nagri, 
it is clear that he has the 

intention of renaming 
Lucknow as Laxman 
Nagri. On the other hand, 
he said that Rahul Gan-
dhi’s mental balance has 
completely deteriorated. 
Whenever Congress 
governments have been 
there, they have been 
completely immersed in 
corruption. Coal scams, 
commonwealth scams 
and many big scams took 
place in Congress gov-
ernments. Congress is 
just a family party. While 
attacking Rahul Gan-
dhi, he said that Rahul 
Gandhi’s mental balance 
has completely deterio-
rated. Bharatiya Janata 
Party MP Sangam Lal 
Gupta on Tuesday urged 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah to change the 
name of Uttar Pradesh’s 
capital city of Lucknow 
to “Lakhanpur or Lax-
manpur”. Stating that the 
city was earlier named 
Lakhanpur and Laxman-
pur.

“Called An Apple, An Apple”: Mahua 
Moitra On Profanity In Parliament

New Delhi: A defiant 
Mahua Moitra, Trin-
amool Congress MP, 
on Wednesday, said she 
“stood by” using an ex-
pletive against the BJP’s 
Ramesh Bidhuri in par-
liament amid calls for 
an apology and action 
against her. “I’ve called 
an apple, an apple and 
I stand by it,” she told 
reporters outside parlia-
ment, a day after contro-
versy erupted over her 
comment. “This is a gen-
tleman who has called 
farmers ‘pimps’. It is on 
record, I have tweeted 
the video. The Honour-
able Minister for Urban 
Development Hardeep 
Singh Puri, in the Rajya 
Sabha, called Dr Shanta-

nu Sen an absolutely of-
fensive word,” she said. 
“This is not the first time 
that expletives or harsh 
words have been used 
in parliament, and what 
makes me laugh is that 
the BJP is saying ‘Yeh 
mahila hokar kaise yeh 
word use ki’. Do I need 
to be a man to give it 
back as good as it gets?” 

Ms Moitra said. During a 
discussion in parliament 
that saw the opposition 
target Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment over allegations of 
fraud against the Adani 
Group on Tuesday, Ms 
Moitra reportedly got 
into a verbal fight with 
BJP MP Ramesh Bid-
huri. Alleging that she 

was being heckled, and 
her speech was being in-
tentionally disrupted, she 
used an expletive that 
was not taken on record 
because Telugu Desam 
Party (TDP) MP K Ram 
Mohan Naidu was mak-
ing his statement. How-
ever, her comment trig-
gered a huge uproar, with 
Union Minister of Parlia-
mentary Affairs Pralhad 
Joshi later demanding 
an apology from the Tri-
namool Congress. Post a 
comment Among those 
who criticised the com-
ment was BJP MP Hema 
Malini, who on Wednes-
day said, “They should 
control their tongue and 
not get over-excited and 
emotional.

Punjab Businessman Arrested In Delhi     
Liquor Policy Case

New Delhi: The En-
forcement Directorate 
on Wednesday arrested 
Punjab-based business-
man Gautam Malhotra 
in the money laundering 
investigation linked to al-
leged irregularities in the 
Delhi excise policy, offi-
cials said. Mr Malhotra, 
linked to the Oasis group 
of Punjab, has been taken 
into custody under the 
criminal sections of the 
Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA). 
He will be produced be-
fore a Delhi court where 
the ED will seek his 
custody. Mr Malhotra is 
linked to liquor business 
in Punjab and some other 
other regions, officials 
said. The excise policy 
2021-22 was scrapped in 

August last year and the 
Delhi LG later asked the 
CBI to probe the alleged 
irregularities. KCR’s 
Daughter’s Ex Audi-
tor Arrested By CBI In 
Delhi Liquor Policy Case 
KCR’s Daughter’s Ex 
Auditor Arrested By CBI 
In Delhi Liquor Policy 

Case “Truth Will Pre-
vail”: KCR’s Daughter 
On Liquor Policy Kick-
backs Charge “Truth 
Will Prevail”: KCR’s 
Daughter On Liquor 
Policy Kickbacks Charge 
Rs 100-Crore Kickbacks 
Charge Against KCR’s 
Daughter In Liquor Pol-

icy Case Rs 100-Crore 
Kickbacks Charge 
Against KCR’s Daugh-
ter In Liquor Policy Case 
The ED’s money laun-
dering stems from the 
CBI FIR. Delhi Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish 
Sisodia and other excise 
officials of the govern-
ment were named as ac-
cused in the CBI and the 
ED complaints. The ED, 
till now, has filed two 
charge sheets or prosecu-
tion complaints in this 
case and has arrested a 
total of seven people, 
including Malhotra. The 
CBI arrested a Hyder-
abad-based chartered 
accountant (CA), under-
stood to be the auditor 
of BRS MLC K Kavitha, 
in connection with the 

Invest in defence modernisation
The only surprise in the defence budget was no surprise: 
static, in real terms, a negative budget for moderniza-
tion- the litmus test of capability enhancement for main-
taining deterrence in order to meet the two-and-a-half 
threat challenge plus government articulated missions of 
retaking PoK and Aksai Chin. Much of the capital is con-
sumed by committed liabilities – payment for equipment 
already ordered and in the pipeline. Overconfidence in a 
strong government and leader, the chimera of G20 gran-
deur, and ‘it is not an era of war’ but ‘Amrit Kaal has ruled 
out conflict with China and Pakistan. Northern Army 

Commander, Lt Gen Dwivedi earlier and former Army 
Chief, Gen Naravane, only last month, revived illusions of 
‘we are in a position of strength’ in Ladakh. In the last nine 
years, the ruling government has invested more in lip ser-
vicing and symbolism than in closing the capability gap 
with China as defence budgets have hovered between 
1.5 and 1.6 percent of GDP. Former Defence Minister 
Arun Jaitley would admit: “we have no money, we can’t 
put cess on defence”. So the government has renamed 
anonymous islands after PVC winners, built giant statues, 
installed tall flags, and embellished Jai Jawan Jai Kisan Jai 

Vigyan with Jai Anusandhan. In the current fiscal defence 
has dropped to 1.4 percent of GDP and for the first time 
in decades, dipped below 2 percent of GDP if the pension 
bill is included. The capital acquisition increased from Rs 
12,000 crore to Rs 1.6 lakh crore just an 8 percent increase 
well below inflation and the falling rupee. As there is no 
National Defence Strategy and a Policy, Plans, and Bud-
geting System to evaluate inter se capabilities, alloca-
tion is erratic and prioritized by CDS. IAF chief Air Chief 
Marshal VR Chaudhuri has thrice publicly mentioned 
the dangers of combat squadron strength dwindling to 

28/30 squadrons against the authorized 45 squadrons. 
PM Modi acquired 38 Rafales against 126 MRCA urgently 
sought by IAF. Its requirement of 114 MRCA has been 
languishing for years: Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) is 
still not fructified i.e. forget it. Similarly, the Navy, whose 
missions have multiplied – from the Gulf of Aden to the 
Indo-Pacific – is woefully deficient in submarines, and 
the indigenous aircraft carrier Vikrant is minus aircraft 
and other subsystems. At this pace of modernization, 
the third aircraft carrier is a mirage. Manpower-intensive 
Army needs a new tank, a light tank, and a new gun. 
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Kamala Harris’s Black Identity 
And The Indian-American Vote
Kamala Harris could be 
the first Indian-Amer-
ican Vice President of 
the United States. Let 
that sink in. She’s been 
chosen by presumptive 
Democratic presiden-
tial nominee Joe Biden 
as his running mate. It 
took the largest protest 
moment in US history 
to push career politi-
cians to finally pick a 
colored woman as a run-
ning mate, another first 
in US history. Kamala 
Harris is the first person 
of Indian descent to be 
nominated by a major 
political party to be the 
deputy commander-in-
chief of the US forces. 
The most popular fig-
ure in Biden’s vice-
presidential selection 
list - he had more than 
a dozen women candi-
dates to choose from 
-- was Elizabeth War-
ren. Susan Rice, Karen 
Bass, Val Demings, 
Stacey Abrams and at 
least three other colored 
women were finalists 
but it finally came down 
to Rice and Harris. What 
clicked in favour of 
California’s junior sena-
tor Harris will emerge 
in the coming days but 
many believe the Black 
Lives Matter movement 
played a role. The so-
cial movement became 
a clarion call for a black 
Democratic vice-presi-
dential candidate. But is 
Harris black? She once 
said in an interview: 
“I’m black, and I’m 
proud of being black. I 
was born black. I will 
die black.” Last year, 
during the Democratic 
presidential debate, 
Donald John Trump, 
the eldest son of Don-
ald Trump, shared a vi-
ral tweet, which he later 
deleted - Kamala Harris 
is *not* an American 
Black. She is half Indian 
and half Jamaican. I’m 
so sick of people rob-
bing American Blacks 
(like myself) of our 
history. It’s disgusting. 
Now using it for debate 
time at #DemDebate2? 
These are my people 
not her people. Freak-
ing disgusting. - Ali Al-
exander (@ali) June 28, 
2019 cebt7924 Kamala 
Harris been chosen by 
presumptive Democrat-
ic presidential nominee 
Joe Biden as his running 
mate Kamala Harris was 
born to an Indian moth-
er and a Jamaican fa-
ther. She is married to a 
white Jewish man from 
New York. Would it be a 
problem if she said, ‘I’m 
black, brown, white, In-
dian, Jewish, and Amer-
ican?’ What she wants 
to identify as is Ka-
mala Harris’s preroga-
tive. Similarly, what the 
voter perceives is their 
choice. The door for 

whether Harris is Black 
or not has been closed 
on racist bigots with the 
momentum of the Black 
Lives Matter movement 
but will it further alien-
ate a vote bank that is 
increasingly cashing 
out to Donald Trump 
- the Indian-American 
voters? Traditionally, 
Indian-Americans vote 
for Democrats but in the 
2016 elections, a size-
able chunk of one of the 
largest immigrant popu-
lations in America voted 
for Trump. The bonho-
mie of Trump and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
has been visible on two 
occasions in the past 
year - in Houston and 
in India. Given this fact, 
for a candidate to re-
fuse to acknowledge her 
identity is to potentially 
alienate a large group of 
people. This debate has 
cropped up in the past 
too with Tressie McMil-
lan Cottom, a sociology 
professor at Virginia 
Commonwealth Univer-
sity, tweeting “People 
aren’t wholesale crazy 
for debating Kamala’s 
racial solidarity any 
more than they debate 
it with any other candi-
date,” she wrote. “What 
I am not going to let 
people do is pretend that 
black voters are stupid 
or wrong for doing what 
people surely do to us, 
which is question our 
bona fides.” The ques-
tion here is about what 
Kamala Harris adds 
to the electability of 
Joe Biden as a running 
mate. Some believe if 
she refuses to acknowl-
edge her Indian back-
ground, it could alienate 
South Asians and create 
doubts even about her 
Black identity. Since 
Harris hasn’t spoken 
much about the issue, 
the question of whether 
she derived anything 
from her Indian mother 
growing up comes up. 
On her part, Harris has 
already suggested that 
because she grew up in 
the black community 
and went to Howard 
University, one of the 
country’s few historic 
black universities, she 
identifies as black. The 
question she may face is 
why she couldn’t iden-
tify as being from two 
or more races and chose 
only Black. Her sister 
Maya Harris reveals 
little of her personal life 
and the extended family 
in India has not spoken 
to the media. Harris, 
it may be recalled, has 
traveled to Chennai, her 
mother’s hometown in 
India, to meet her rela-
tives in the past. Harris 
has proclaimed this is 
the same birther contro-
versy.

The Great and Sudden Joy of Ending Child Marriage in Assam
The government of As-
sam and its Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma are responsible 
for the death, by suicide, 
of Khushbu Begum. Chi-
nese Construction of Wa-
terfalls in the building 
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the mother of two chil-
dren. Her husband had 
passed away due to CO-
VID-19 just two years 
ago. She lived in Assam. 
It can be easy to assume 
that she had endured sig-
nificant disease, depres-
sion and poverty since 
the premature death of 
her husband. Then came 
the cruel drive by the 
chief minister of Assam 
to end the social crime of 
child marriage. Khushbu 
Belgaum is among the 
31% women in Assam 
who were married as 
before the legal age for 
marriage. Assam’s CM, 
meanwhile, has suddenly 
realised that child mar-
riage is a heinous social 
crime that needs to be 
stopped immediately. For 
this, he wants to teach a 
lesson to those people 
who are responsible for 
the child marriage of 
girls – who could it be, 
other than their fathers 
and husbands? The chief 
minister ordered that 
all of them be arrested. 
And the police officers, 
obeying the order, have 
proactively launched a 

drive of mass arrests. 
According to the media, 
more than 2,700 people 
have been arrested and 
sent to jail on the charge 
that they have been in-
volved in the crime of 
child marriage. Khushbu 
Begum was married sev-
eral years ago. Her hus-
band is dead. But she 
was filled with the fear 
that his father would be 
arrested because of her 
marriage. This fear is not 
without reason. In As-
sam, the police are busy 
arresting people like him 
at various places as if this 
is its most urgent task at 
the moment. It is no co-
incidence that, as MP 
Badruddin Ajmal said, 

more than 90% of those 
arrested are Muslims. 
The CM says that action 
will be taken against ev-
eryone guilty of child 
marriage irrespective of 
the religion he belongs to. 
Does the CM want to ar-
rest the fathers, relatives 
and husbands of these 
31% of all women in the 
state? The CM says that 
he is only implementing 
the 2006 Child Marriage 
Act. Pundits, clerics or 
anyone else who has 
done the work of get-
ting such marriages done 
can be punished in these 
laws. One need not guess 
which religion they will 
largely come from. At 
various places, women 

are protesting against the 
arrests of their husbands, 
fathers and relatives. 
They are protesting in 
front of the police, block-
ing their way, but the 
police are determined to 
stop this social crime. Is 
it just a coincidence that 
the police are enthusias-
tically arresting mostly 
Muslims? These arrests 
are similar to the large 
number of people being 
uprooted in the name of 
removal of encroach-
ments. The majority of 
them are also Muslims. 
Even in that case, the 
Assam CM justifies that 
atrocity by saying that 
his determination to free 
Assam’s soil from ille-

gal occupation is secular. 
Also read: Assam Govt 
Evicts Over 800 Fami-
lies From Village Popu-
lated Mostly by East 
Bengal-Origin Muslims 
Child marriage is a social 
crime which harms girls. 
So one can ask the Assam 
CM what his government 
was doing for the seven 
years it has been in pow-
er. How, suddenly, has 
the idea of implementing 
this law come to mind 
now? And even if the in-
tent is to implement the 
law, the maximum pun-
ishment for being found 
guilty in this law is jail 
for two years. According 
to the Supreme Court, in 
crimes in which the pun-
ishment is up to jail for 7 
years, arrests should not 
be made. Notice should 
be given and investiga-
tion should be done. But 
when the intention is to 
harass Muslims on any 
pretext, every direction 
of the Supreme Court 
can be defied. There is 
also the question as to 
whether arrests are justi-
fied in any way for mar-
riages that took place 
many years ago, even 
before the law was made. 
As we can see in the case 
of Khushboo Begum, she 
was the mother of two 
children. Her husband 
had passed away. These 
women, to save whom 
the CM is arresting the 
men of their homes, are 
asking who will feed 
them and their children. 
The progressive Assam 
CM does not care about 
these questions. There is 
no hiding his diabolical 

joy over these arrests. He 
is making public state-
ments on the number of 
arrests daily. He claims 
that these arrests will cre-
ate fear among the people 
and they will desist from 
this evil. Stopping child 
marriage is a progres-
sive step, everyone feels 
that. There are differing 
voices. Let us leave them 
aside for the moment and 
agree with this proposi-
tion. Even then, all know 
that the matter is not so 
simple. Child marriage 
is closely related to edu-
cation and social and 
economic security. Why 
is child marriage more 
prevalent among the so-
called backward classes, 
Dalits and Muslims as 
compared to other sec-
tions? Due to illiteracy 
and poverty. Security is 
also a factor. Parents feel 
have that getting married 
will protect their girls 
from sexual violence. 
Child marriage also in-
creases during the times 
of natural or social ca-
lamity. According to 
studies, 43% of women 
in India between the ages 
of 20 and 24 are married 
before the age of 19 and 
61% are married by the 
age of 21. It was found 
that child marriage in 
2005-6 was 47.4% and 
declined to 26.8% in 
2015-16. How did this 
happen? Was a puni-
tive method adopted to 
achieve this? No. It was 
achieved by improving 
the economic condition 
of the people, increas-
ing social well-being and 
feeling.

Sharad Yadav had a dra-
matic debut in the Indian 
parliament in 1974. But 
his death on January 12 
went relatively unnoticed. 
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ing Lalu Prasad Yadav 
– perhaps the greatest in 
the dwindling breed of 
the Lohiaite socialists – 
expressed grief on the de-
mise of two of his social-
ist compatriots, Mulayam 
Singh Yadav and Sha-
rad Yadav, within three 
months in an emotion-
ally choked voice from 
Singapore. But it’s more 
appropriate to compare 
Sharad’s death with that 
of George Fernandes, 
four years ago in 2019, 
than with Mulayam. The 
Catholic Christian turned 
charismatic Lohiaite had 
stunned the mighty Con-
gress by winning the 
Bombay (now Mumbai) 
Lok Sabha seat in 1967. 
Sharad, a gold medallist 
engineering graduate, too 
had stunned the mighty 
Indira Gandhi by winning 
the Jabalpur Lok Sabha 
seat in 1974 as a joint op-
position candidate. Jay-
aprakash Narayan had fa-
mously declared Sharad 
– 27 years old then – a 
“people’s candidate”, and 
his victory a “people’s 
victory”. Both George 
and Sharad made Bi-

har their karmabhoomi. 
Both fell forlorn in the 
last leg of their lives and 
both died unsung. It was 
largely because both ar-
dent Lohiaites fell prey 
to the Sangh parivar’s 
“chakryavuh” – the mili-
tary formation used in 
the Mahabharata to trap 
the enemy. The Sangh 
parivar’s chakravyuh, 
though, was vastly dif-
ferent from the one laid 
by the Kauravas against 
Arjuna’s son Abhimanyu. 
Abhimanyu fought till 
his last breath; the Kaura-
vas failed to win over 
him. But Fernandes and 
Sharad fell into the trap 
very easily. The Sangh 
parivar lured them with 
power and lucre, making 
them abandon what con-
stituted the basis of their 
politics. They fell into the 
charms of “liberal” A.B. 
Vajpayee and “genial” 
L.K. Advani, and lost 
the path shown to them 
by Lohia and JP. They 
stayed ailing and inactive 
for a long period of time 

before their deaths. The 
deprived sections and 
the minorities – battling 
under the Sangh’s cease-
less attack on them under 
the Narendra Modi-Amit 
Shah era that began in 
2014 – had lost hope in 
them much before they 
met their end. From 1998 
to 2004, Fernandes as the 
convenor of the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) functioned more 
as an emissary of Va-
jpayee. Leaving behind 
his fire against the Sangh 
from 1960’s onwards, 
Fernandes even forgot to 
criticise the rioters of Gu-
jarat. Vajpayee had asked 
Modi, the then chief min-
ister, to observe “rajd-
harma”. But Fernandes 
kept a studied silence 
on the genocide. In fact, 
he conspired against his 
protégée Nitish Kumar 
when the latter opened a 
front against his Gujarati 
counterpart from 2009 
onwards. Instead of sup-
porting Nitish, Fernandes 
sided with the BJP leaders 

in the Modi camp. Listen: 
‘What Governor Ravi 
Did in His Tamil Nadu 
Speech Was Out of Order 
and Impertinent’ Unlike 
Fernandes, who along 
with Madhu Limaye was 
the most ardent adherent 
of Lohia earlier, Sharad 
rose under the guidance 
of JP and worked more 
under the patronage of 
Choudhary Charan Singh 
and Devi Lal. Sharad hit 
the headlines by champi-
oning the backward class 
movement in the wake 
of the implementation 
of the Mandal Commis-
sion report in 1990. He 
took out the Mandal rath 
yatra to counter Advani’s 
Ram rath yatra. But be it 
because of his personal 
jealousy or competitive 
politics, Sharad fell out 
with Lalu – once Sha-
rad’s protégée – in 1997. 
He looked more insecure 
after parting ways with 
Lalu. He joined the Va-
jpayee cabinet. There too, 
he couldn’t command the 
Sangh parivar’s trust as 

much as Fernandes did. 
Nitish – another one Sha-
rad’s protégées – got him 
to replace Fernandes as 
the Janata Dal (United) 
president in the early 
2000s. But Sharad, in-
stead of pursuing larger 
socialist politics, got into 
competition with Lalu in 
Bihar. Lalu eventually 
outsmarted him. Thus, 
because of their own fail-
ings, both Fernandes and 
Sharad fell into the Sangh 
parivar’s chakravyuh and 
were left forlorn in the 
last legs of their lives. 
The 1990’s witnessed the 
decline of the Congress 
at the grassroots level 
in the Hindi heartland. 
Mandal politics propelled 
regional satraps Lalu and 
Mulayam, who consoli-
dated their OBC support 
bases. Seeing these lead-
ers with larger social 
bases, Muslims broke out 
from the Congress fold 
and shifted to them. On 
the other hand, the resur-
gent BJP made inroads 
into the Congress’s up-
per caste and Dalit vote 
base. In the beginning, 
the Sangh parivar made 
their way into the OBC 
vote base by aligning it-
self with splinter groups 
of Mandal-related parties 
– Samata Party in Bihar, 
Lok Dal in Haryana, and 
Apna Dal and other caste-
based parties in Uttar 
Pradesh. The Modi-Shah 
era infused Hindutva 
into India’s body politic 
in a starker manner. The 
BJP has weaponised a 
large chunk of the OBCs 
and Dalits using welfare 

schemes laced with jin-
goistic slogans and vio-
lent campaigns against 
minorities in the name 
of love jihad, cow pro-
tection and nationalism. 
Many socialist theorists 
believe that Lalu, besides 
representing Lohia’s 
legacy, also carries the 
streaks and mores of the 
iconoclast revolutionar-
ies of freedom struggle 
era, B.R. Ambedkar and 
Erode Venkatappa Rama-
samy alias Periyar, father 
of the Dravidian move-
ment in Tamil Nadu. 
Lalu has been a relentless 
campaigner against the 
Sangh’s politics for over 
35 years. 
And Nitish has proverbi-
al Machiavellian streaks. 
He was the first among 
the NDA partners to no-
tice what he referred to 
in Modi (without nam-
ing him) as “adhinayak 
or adhinayakwadi (dicta-
tor or dictatorial)”, rose 
in revolt against him 
way back in 2009 and 
broke out from the BJP 
in 2013. He buried the 
hatchet with Lalu and 
formed the Mahagath-
bandhan, winning Bihar 
in 2015 against the BJP. 
However, he switched 
over to the NDA, mak-
ing corruption an issue 
after the central invest-
ing agencies framed his 
deputy Tejashwi Yadav 
in cases in 2017. But Nit-
ish has himself described 
his 2017 switchover as a 
“mistake” and now has 
got back to the Maha-
gathbandhan, embarking 
on the exercise to unite 

How Lohiaite Socialists Found Themselves 
Caught in Sangh Parivar’s Chakravyuh
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How ‘Digital India’ Has Transformed the Landscape of Policing and Criminal Justice in Delhi
The 37th Dr. Ra-
manadham Memorial 
Meeting, organised by 
the PUDR, has brought 
us all together this eve-
ning. It is a pleasure to be 
in the company of Jinee 
Lokaneeta, whose book 
Truth Machines delves 
into the intersection of 
science, criminal investi-
gation, and state vio-
lence. It poses troubling 
questions on how lie de-
tectors and narco-analy-
sis offer a pseudo-science 
that appeals to the biases 
of investigating officers, 
prosecutors and even our 
judges. My own work, 
first with a private prac-
tice and then for broader 
policy change through 
the Internet Freedom 
Foundation, centres on 
the effects of technolo-
gies on human freedom 
and social justice. 00:00 
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TISEMENT Based on 
my working experience, I 
intend to explore the 
ways in which ‘Digital 
India’ has transformed 
the landscape of policing 
and criminal justice in 
Delhi. I believe I can 
speak with some confi-
dence, if not authority on 
it, given it is the city of 
my birth. Delhi has been 
my home for the past 38 
years, a place that has 
given me tough love, al-
ways challenged me to 
grow and adapt. As I’ve 
grown older, I’ve wit-
nessed firsthand the 
transformation of the 
city’s landscape, from the 
construction of new 
buildings and roads, to 

the changing state of 
parks, even how the 
Ashok, Gulmohar and Ja-
mun trees that dot the 
streets have grown, 
shaped and wilted. One 
development that has 
caught my attention in re-
cent years is the prolifer-
ation of CCTV cameras 
on our streets, often 
mounted on trees. Quite 
often I have noticed 
someone standing under 
its gaze held in the hyp-
nosis of a smartphone. 
Understandably, many 
find such forms of sur-
veillance reassuring. It 
brings comfort from a 
constant sense of anxiety 
in an unsafe and aggres-
sive city. So, when I en-
counter everyday surveil-
lance, try as I do to 
reconcile myself, I can’t 
help but feel uneasy. Our 
chief minister has stoked 
this populist sentiment 
with billboards announc-
ing CCTV deployment. 
In December 2021, he 
announced the installa-
tion of 140,000 cameras 
boasting that “[w]ith 
4-megapixel resolution 
and night vision capabili-
ties, these cameras are 
meant to increase the 
sense of security in the 
city. We are far ahead of 
London, New York, Sin-
gapore, and Paris, to the 
point that there is no 
comparison.” It leads me 
to question whether this 
massive deployment of 
digital technology truly 
makes us safer, or if it 
simply gives us the illu-
sion of safety. From a 
project development per-
spective, for a poor coun-
try like India, is this ex-
pense justified? Or, an 
inquiry more concerned 
with today’s meeting, 

does it offer us a chance 
at justice? Representative 
image of CCTV cameras. 
Photo: Lianhao Qu/Un-
splash “What do judges 
know that we cannot tell 
a computer?” I believe 
some answers may be 
found from trends emerg-
ing two decades ago. At a 
time when, “penetration 
of Broadband, Internet 
and Personal Computer 
(PC) in the country was 
0.02%, 0.4% and 0.8% 
respectively at the end of 
December 2003.” At this 
juncture, the Justice 
Malimath Committee on 
Criminal Justice Reforms 
identified two major is-
sues facing the criminal 
justice system: a high 
volume of pending crimi-
nal cases and long delays 
in their disposal, as well 
as a low rate of convic-
tion for serious crimes. It 
advocated for the use of 
technology, noting, “If 
the existing challenges of 
crime are to be met effec-
tively, not only the mind-
set of investigators needs 
a change but they have to 
be trained in advanced 
technology”. Its other 
recommendations also 
included, for the police 
to, “develop and share in-
telligence tools and data-
bases, which would help 
investigation and prose-
cution of cases.” Its con-
cluding recommendation 
on the last page ends with 
stating, “Society chang-
es, so do its values. 
Crimes are increasing es-
pecially with changes in 
technology.” A few years 
later, Madhava Menon 
Committee’s report on a 
Draft National Policy on 
Criminal Justice provides 
a clearer view of the an-
ticipated impact of digital 

technologies in policing. 
The report contains a 
separate chapter on “elec-
tronic surveillance and 
use of scientific evi-
dence” and notes “Devel-
opments in Science and 
Technology (S&T) have 
both positive and nega-
tive implications for the 
crime and justice scenari-
os. S&T can help solve 
more efficiently the prob-
lems and challenges of 
crime particularly those 
perpetrated with techno-
logical tools and devic-
es.”. This framing of 
technology as both an op-
portunity and a risk high-
lights the role of the state, 
including the police and 
judicial authorities, as the 
primary institutions but 
also the stakeholders in 
this issue. This framing 
also implies a bias in fa-
vour of technology, 
which is a form of deter-
minism in the sense that 
the adoption of technolo-
gy imparts objectivity, 
efficiency and effective-
ness in the processes of 
criminal investigation 
and trial. I believe such a 
framing lacks foresight 
on how technology by it-

self may be used to deep-
en police abuses and ero-
sion of democratic 
freedoms. I wonder if 
these committees headed 
by legal luminaries may 
have benefited from read-
ing the debate between 
one of the founders in the 
field of Artificial Intelli-
gence that is the logical 
conclusion of a technolo-
gy fetish. As John Mc-
Carthy provocatively in-
quired, “What do judges 
know that we cannot tell 
a computer?” Policy doc-
uments do not turn by 
themselves into practiced 
realities. Hence, it is ob-
vious that digital technol-
ogies for policing could 
not be provisioned with-
out their development 
and availability. Answer-
ing, even at times 
prompting a need, private 
industry stepped up dur-
ing this period. This is 
reported in rich detail by 
Manisha Sethi where she 
details the offering of 
surveillance technologies 
by national and interna-
tional vendors at the 
Homeland Security Fair 
organised in Greater Noi-
da. She further notes that 

the principal response by 
the FICCI Task Force to 
the tragic Mumbai terror 
attacks in 2008 was, “in-
vasive technology”. As 
per FICCI and Ernst & 
Young, the foundation 
for smart and safe cities 
is, “totalising surveil-
lance technology includ-
ing centralised data sys-
tem, GIS-based analysis 
and reporting, and the 
ubiquitous CCTV cam-
era.” Today, this technol-
ogy determinism has 
only accelerated with 
phrases such as, “predic-
tive policing” entering 
the policy lexicon. But, 
before we step into these 
magical wares, I believe 
it is important to consider 
the use of digital technol-
ogies more widely from 
the site of violence for it 
closely intersects with 
policing responses. More 
toxic than the Ghazipur 
landfill Here, the lawless-
ness that occurred in 
North East Delhi between 
February 23 and 26, 
2020, serves as a case 
study of the role of digi-
tal policing and criminal 
justice. As per a Right to 
Information (RTI) re-

quest answered by the 
Delhi Police, it resulted 
in 53 deaths and 581 in-
juries, with 754 FIRs and 
1,369 arrests. The high 
teledensity in Delhi, with 
an estimated 2.8 connec-
tions per person, meant 
that many residents were 
likely using social media 
platforms such as Face-
book and WhatsApp at 
the time of the incident. It 
is important to under-
stand their role in the cy-
cle of hate speech and 
provocation that led to 
the events of February. A 
fact-finding report by the 
Constitutional Conduct 
Group concluded that 
“the use of social media 
platforms are often part 
and parcel of episodes of 
violence, whether 
through spreading false 
rumours, circulating of-
fensive inciting tropes, or 
facilitating the conduct of 
violent acts.” I posit that 
social media serves as the 
central hub, a backbone, 
for a ubiquitous digital 
media ecology that 
shapes the experiences of 
many individuals in Del-
hi. To fully comprehend 
the cycle of hate speech 
and provocation that cul-
minated in the events of 
February, it is crucial to 
grasp the broader digital 
media ecosystem that is 
rapid, ever-present, and 
influencing our thoughts. 
This ecosystem is driven 
by constant connectivity, 
algorithms that hack 
away at our cognitive bi-
ases. It creates factions 
and tribalistic tendencies 
to serve a reality that is 
closer to our imagination. 
Here powerful tools of 
both speech and censor-
ship that are legal and 
technical, constantly cu-

rate the information that 
we consume. It cocoons 
our understanding. Such 
is its hypnotism and a 
forced need for social 
participation that even 
those who clearly see its 
harms cannot help them-
selves. They may refer to 
it as a “hell site” but each 
day they will choose to 
be its resident. Somewhat 
similar to an urban waste 
landfill like Ghazipur. 
Constantly ablaze and re-
leasing a toxic fume. Yet, 
we cannot help but re-
fresh our feeds and touch 
the smartphone every 
few minutes. Almost like 
a nervous tick. Represen-
tative image. Photo: PTI 
The flood of digital me-
dia we encounter is para-
doxically also rationed as 
per qualitative assess-
ments. Here, specially in 
post-colonial societies 
such as India, censorship 
continues to control the 
medium. This can result 
from absolute measures 
that can result in com-
plete information black-
outs. These are common-
ly referred to as internet 
shutdowns and are the 
most severe form of in-
ternet censorship. It is 
practised frequently in 
India not only in border 
states but even in the na-
tional capital. So for in-
stance, while the state did 
not shut down the inter-
net during the North-East 
Delhi riots, the Delhi Po-
lice did shut down the in-
ternet during the farmer 
protests on Republic Day. 
Here, evidence is often 
disregarded, and contrary 
to their intent the impact 
of internet shutdowns 
may be counter-produc-
tive during periods of 
mass violence.

It Is Time To Move Away From the 
Absurd Narratives on Violence in J&K

The attack on civilians in 
the Dangri village of the 
Pir-Panjal borderland dis-
trict of Rajouri on January 
2 is the latest in a series of 
targeted killings in Jammu 
and Kashmir. Three of the 
four persons who lost their 
lives have been identified as 
Satish Kumar, Deepak Ku-
mar and Pritam Lal, while 
a few others were injured. 
The next day, an IED blast 
within the cordoned area 
killed two children. Chi-
nese Construction of Wa-
terfalls in the building 350,  
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Player The Pir-Panjal belt 
is home to ethnic minori-
ties (Paharis, Gujjars and 
Bakerwals) in Jammu and 
has been looked upon as 
a relatively peaceful belt 
with fewer occurrences of 
targeted killings in the past 
decade. But the region went 

through one a very violent 
period in the 90s, of which 
there are hundreds of stories 
told by local communities. 
But only a few documented 
accounts of the impact of 
militancy and terrorism on 
Poonch and Rajouri during 
those years exist. The work 
of Luv Puri, a former cor-
respondent of The Hindu, is 
an exception. ADVERTIS-
ING While the headlines 
state that there was “another 
round of civilian killings 
in Jammu and Kashmir”, 
another important ques-
tion – related to identity 
– is also asked: Who was 
killed? Identifying victims 
and the victimiser through 
various identity markers 
is not new in the region. A 
simple Google search of 
‘unknown gunmen’ reveals 
the importance of identi-
fication in killings across 
Jammu and Kashmir, par-
ticularly in the Valley. Be-
tween the questions “Ab 
kaun maara gaya (Who got 
killed)” and “Kisne maara 

(Who’s the killer?)” lie bod-
ies, bodies that have a his-
tory of living an uncertain 
life in uncertain zones that 
are alternatively homes and 
fronts. The narratives of life 
in the partitioned border-
lands of Rajouri-Poonch 
vary a great deal when com-
pared to other narratives 
of violence across Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
the Valley. Along with the 
experiences of killings and 
violence at the hands of 
militants and terrorists, it 
is the experience of cross-
border violence along the 
Line of Control that makes 
their stories different. The 
experiences of violence 
for these communities are 
not completely detached 
from what we know of the 
violence in the Valley or 
detached from the general 
subjectivity of violence on 
bodies and minds, but there 
is certainly a difference on 
many levels. Likewise, the 
experiences of militancy 
and terrorism differ as well, 

and this stands true vis-à-vis 
accounts of violence across 
Pir-Panjal when looked 
at in the light of violence 
experienced in the Valley. 
File photo of Indian Army 
soldiers at the Line of Con-
trol. Photo: PTI While the 
reasons for such differences 
are manifold, two stand 
out: one, the nature of these 
multiethnic homelands 
converted to hostile fronts 
in the aftermath of Parti-
tion; two, the ethnic(socio-
cultural) differences, where 
the communities residing 
in these belts are minor-
ity cultural groups within 
Jammu and Kashmir, most 
of them territorial linguistic 
ethnic groups. Enshrouded 
in the discourse on violence 
here are the partition nar-
ratives and the episodes of 
violence therein. Thousands 
of Muslims, Hindus and 
Sikhs belonging primarily 
to prominent ethnic groups 
– the Paharis, Gujjars and 
Bakerwals – were displaced 
across the boundary lines 
in Pir-Panjal. The minority 
Hindus and Sikhs are gener-
ally Paharis, Mirpuris and 
Muzaffarabadis, who were 
displaced across the LoC 
and gradually resettled their 
lives on the Indian side. 
Dangri is one such village 
where the concentration 
of ‘refugees’ (as these dis-
placed persons are known 
locally) is high. Therefore, 
any reading of another 
round of ‘civilian killing’ 
– particularly from the bor-
derland belts in Jammu and 
Kashmir – cannot overlook 
the violence ensconced in a 
partitioned-post-partitioned 
reality of life here.

Establishment Liberals Are Complicit in Far 
Right Extremism Seizing Political Power

The recent attack by sup-
porters of Jair Bolsonaro on 
Brazil’s legislative, presi-
dential and Supreme Court 
buildings, while city police 
largely looked on, has been 
analysed as the work of 
Bolsonaro alone, as a threat 
that’s largely been dealt 
with by the authorities, and 
one that should not unduly 
worry the people. Chinese 
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falls in the building 350, - 
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PauseNext 00:12 / 03:02 
Unmute Settings Fullscreen 
Copy video url Play / Pause 
Mute / Unmute Report a 
problem Language Share 
Vidverto Player Nothing 
could be further from the 
truth. Across the world, 
fascist and far-right power 
and influence is deeply em-
bedded in state, political, 
corporate and media struc-
tures, resorts to the Nazi 
‘Big Lie’ technique of ‘loss’ 
or ‘theft’ of ‘their’ country 
by cosmopolitan support-
ers of the UN, or WHO, 
EU, who favour foreigners, 
immigrants, refugees, ter-
rorists, etc. This is argued 
as being true of the US as 
of Brazil, of Bolsonaro and 
Trump, and others, alike. In 
both cases, there has been a 
focus on arresting and pros-
ecuting relatively ordinary 
protestors or members of 
fringe groups enabled by 
elites, rather than bring-
ing to book those elites 
who orchestrated, financed, 
planned and fomented 
violent insurrectionary at-
tacks on the constitution. 
The consequence is that 
the fascist danger remains, 
gets stronger, emboldened, 
even more deeply embed-

ded in the body politic, and 
becomes more dangerous to 
popular political and eco-
nomic rights. Just look at 
the embedding of a fascistic 
Republican party in the US 
House of Representatives. 
Also Read: Brazil Riots, 
Bolsonaro, an ‘Attempted 
Coup?’: Five Essential 
Questions Answered Unre-
liable establishment liber-
als Establishment liberals 
– who publicly take up the 
mantle of defenders of de-
mocracy – are unreliable 
allies in the fight against 
fascism. They fear mass 
anti-fascist marches and 
movements far more than 
they fear fascism because 
at the heart of liberalism 
is a theory of government, 
economy and society that 
is elitist, top-down, anti-
democratic, corporate-
backed, and bought into 
the neoliberal project in 
all its essentials. And mas-
sive resistance to all those 
forces and factors has been 
mounting across the world 
– which is why neoliberal 
establishments and their 
allies turn to authoritarian-
ism and fascism to divide 
people on lines of race, 
ethnicity, religion or other 

elite-cultivated cleavages 
in the social fabric. While 
fascists and far-right groups 
scream about the rise of the 
‘Left’ and minorities and 
immigrants, liberals down-
play fascist threats, disarm 
ordinary people, and enable 
more and more restrictive 
and undemocratic legisla-
tion – strengthening police 
and border force powers, 
restricting voting rights and 
rights or legitimate protest. 
We see this most starkly in 
the ways protesting workers 
and minorities are policed 
in contrast with extremely 
violent right-wing forces 
are treated. It is argued by 
establishment liberals in 
both Brazil and the US that 
prosecuting either Bolso-
naro or Trump would be 
politically provocative and 
cause more far-right and 
fascist violence. But we 
also know that where US 
Democrats govern cities 
and states during periods 
of mass rebellion and pro-
test – such as those follow-
ing the police murder of 
George Floyd – that they 
order massive policing to 
quell peaceful protests. And 
historically the treatment by 
the FBI of the civil rights 

movement and of the Black 
Panther Party was repres-
sive, murderous, sustained, 
and anti-democratic. The 
white supremacist Ku Klux 
Klan on the other hand… 
There is little to separate 
Democrats and Republicans 
in those regards in practice. 
This is rooted in a consen-
sus over the basic funda-
mentals of US society – it’s 
fair, the system works, and 
mass protest against forces 
that protect the corporate-
dominated status quo is 
irrational and dangerous 
and must be suppressed or 
be lulled or deceived into 
thinking the fascist danger 
is over-played or has been 
quelled. Top-down elit-
ist politics – funded by big 
business lobbies and arms 
firms – loathes democ-
racy and fears a mobilised 
mass public that demands 
democratic rights, an end to 
economic precarity, decent 
health, housing and educa-
tion – in short, a massive 
redistribution of economic 
and political power away 
from the few and towards 
the many. DC National 
Guard Military Police of-
ficers and law enforcement 
officers stand guard during 
protests against the death 
in Minneapolis custody 
of George Floyd, near the 
White House in Wash-
ington, DC, US, June 1, 
2020. Photo: Reuters/Jona-
than Ernst Divide and rule 
politics to deflect peoples’ 
struggles It is such demands 
for redistribution o f 
wealth, income and political 
power that threaten the ex-
isting neoliberal, globalised 
corporate-dominated order. 
And it is the ruling.
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Turkey Earthquake: Emergency Declared in 
10 Provinces as Death Toll Crosses 3,500

New Delhi: Turkish Presi-
dent Tayyip Erdogan on 
Tuesday (February 7, 2023) 
declared a state of emergen-
cy in 10 provinces devastat-
ed by two earthquakes that 
have so far killed more than 
3,700 people in Turkey. Er-
dogan declared the 10 Turk-
ish provinces affected as a 
disaster zone and imposed 
a state of emergency there 
for three months. This will 
permit the government to 
bypass parliament in enact-
ing new laws and to limit 
or suspend rights and free-
doms. Erdogan, who faces 
a national election in three 
months’ time, said that the 
government will open up 
hotels in the tourism hub 
of Antalya to temporarily 
house people impacted by 
the powerful quakes. The 
death toll in Turkey had ris-
en to 3,549 people, Erdogan 
said. 13.5 million people af-
fected due to 7.8 magnitude 
earthquake in Turkey Ac-
cording to Turkish authori-
ties, some 13.5 million peo-
ple have been affected in an 
area spanning roughly 450 
km from Adana in the west 
to Diyarbakir in the east, 

and 300 km from Malatya 
in the north to Hatay in 
the south, due to Monday’s 
magnitude 7.8 earthquake, 
which was followed hours 
later by a second one almost 
as powerful. | Earthquake in 
Turkey: ‘Have Never Felt 
Anything Like it’, Says 
Survivor Turkey’s Disaster 
and Emergency Manage-
ment Authority (AFAD) 
said 5,775 buildings had 
been destroyed in the quake 
and that 20,426 people had 
been injured. by Taboola-
Sponsored LinksYou May 
Like Investment opportu-
nity only for Senior India 
Citizens! Hoxton Capital 

Indian people over 35 year-
old can earn online. Edge-
Survey Authorities have 
said that more than 12,000 
search and rescue personnel 
are working in the affected 
areas, along with 9,000 
troops. Some 70 countries 
are sending personnel, 
equipment and aid to the 
disaster-hit country. Over 
1,700 killed in Syria earth-
quake The earthquake had 
also struck neighbouring 
Syria, where the toll was at 
least 1,712. As per the Syr-
ian authorities, deaths have 
been reported as far south as 
Hama, some 250 km from 
the epicentre of the quake. 

Turkey-Syria Earthquake 
Latest News: The 7.8 
magnitude earthquake 
that hit Turkey and Syria 
on Monday has brought 
massive devastation to 
the country besides un-
predictable loss of lives 
being reported. However, 
if the respective govern-
ments would have paid 
heed to a researcher’s 
prediction, the loss of 
lives could have been re-
duced. However, barely 
anyone believes in quake 
prediction but it’s scary 
as well as astonishing 
that a researcher pre-
dicted these devastating 
earthquakes four days in 
advance based on his cal-
culations. Dutch geolo-
gist Frank Hoogerbeets 
in a tweet dated Febru-
ary 3 said, “Sooner or 
later there will be a ~M 
7.5 #earthquake in this 
region (South-Central 
Turkey, Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon).” In his You-
tube video, Hoogerbeets 
explained in detail the 
solar system geometry 

index predicting the 
massive earthquake. 
Frank Hoogerbeets is a 
researcher with an insti-
tute called Solar System 
Geometry Survey (SS-
GOES). by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Click here to see 
new Investment oppor-
tunities for Indians. Hox-
ton Capital Indian people 
over 35 year-old can earn 
online. EdgeSurvey After 
the earthquake hit the re-
gion, he said, “My heart 

goes out to everyone af-
fected by the major earth-
quake in Central Turkey. 
As I stated earlier, sooner 
or later this would hap-
pen in this region, simi-
lar to the years 115 and 
526. These earthquakes 
are always preceded by 
critical planetary geom-
etry, as we had on 4-5 
Feb.” While Hoogerbeets 
and SSGOES claimed 
that planetary alignments 
play an important role 
behind earthquakes, ne-

tizens remained divided 
with many claiming that 
earthquakes cannot be 
predicted in advance. 
Search teams and aid 
poured into Turkiye and 
Syria as rescuers work-
ing in freezing tempera-
tures and sometimes us-
ing their bare hands dug 
through the remains of 
buildings flattened by 
a powerful earthquake. 
The death toll soared to 
around 8,000 and was 
still expected to rise.

Oil Still Indispensable To Global 
Economy: UAE Climate Change Envoy

Bengaluru: The ener-
gy industry must play 
a role in the campaign 
to tackle global warm-
ing, the president of this 
year’s UN climate talks 
said on Tuesday, denying 
any “conflict of interest”. 
Sultan Al Jaber, who 
heads oil giant ADNOC 
and is the United Arab 
Emirates’ special envoy 
for climate change, also 
called for “policies that 
are pro-growth and pro-
climate”. “The energy 
transition will require 

every segment of society 
working together in an 
inclusive effort, and that 
surely means including 
the efforts of the energy 
industry,” he told the In-
dia Energy Week confer-
ence in Bengaluru. “It’s 
not a conflict of interest, 
it is in our common inter-
est to have the energy in-
dustry working alongside 
everyone on the solutions 
that the world needs.” 
Climate activists have 
criticised the decision to 
hold COP28 in the UAE, 

a major oil producer, and 
the choice of Al Jaber as 
the meeting’s president. 
The Gulf monarchy, 
which will host COP28 in 
Dubai in November and 
December, argues that 
oil remains indispensable 
to the global economy. 
Al Jaber added that the 
energy transition could 
bring “the greatest leap 
in economic prosperity 
since the first industrial 
revolution”. “The world 
still needs hydrocarbons 
and will need them to 

bridge from the current 
energy system to the new 
one,” he said. “We can-
not unplug the current 
energy system before we 
have built the new one. 
As such, we must mi-
nimise their carbon foot-
print (and) only invest in 
the least carbon-intensive 
barrels”. Al Jaber prom-
ised to use his experi-
ence and connections to 
“convene the entire en-
ergy industry to speed 
things up”. COP27, held 
in Egypt in November, 
concluded with the adop-
tion of a hotly contested 
text on aid to low-income 
countries affected by cli-
mate change, but failed 
to set new ambitions for 
lowering greenhouse gas 
emissions. “We must 
eliminate energy poverty, 
while keeping 1.5 alive,” 
said Al Jaber, referring 
to the goal of restricting 
global warming to 1.5 
degrees Celsius above 
pre-industrial levels. 
“And we need to move 
from talking about goals, 
to getting the job done.”

Pervez Musharraf Laid to Rest, Several 
Pakistan Military Officers Attend Funeral

Biden’s Big Push For “Made In America” 
With New Construction Norms

Washington: US Presi-
dent Joe Biden has said 
that “Made in America” 
is the top priority of his 
administration and an-
nounced that bridges, 
roads and highways in 
the country will be made 
with American construc-
tion materials. Biden in 
his second State of the 
Union Address on Tues-
day said to maintain the 
strongest economy in the 
world, the US also needs 
the best infrastructure in 
the world. The US used 
to be number 1 in the 
world in infrastructure, 
but then it fell to num-
ber 13th, he said. “Now 
we’re coming back be-
cause we came together 
to pass the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law, the 
largest investment in in-
frastructure since Presi-
dent Eisenhower’s Inter-
state Highway System,” 
he said. He said ‘Buy 
American’ has been the 

law of the land since 
1933. “But for too long, 
past administrations have 
found ways to get around 
it. Not anymore,” Biden 
said in his joint address 
to the US Congress. “To-
night, I’m also announc-
ing new standards to 

require all construction 
materials used in federal 
infrastructure projects 
to be made in America. 
American-made lumber, 
glass, drywall, fiber optic 
cables,” he said. He said 
under his watch, Ameri-
can roads, bridges and 

highways will be made 
with American products. 
Biden asserted that his 
economic plan is about 
investing in places and 
people that have been 
forgotten. Amid the eco-
nomic upheaval of the 
past four decades, too 
many people have been 
left behind or treated 
like they’re invisible, 
he noted. “Maybe that’s 
you, watching at home. 
You remember the jobs 
that went away. And you 
wonder whether a path 
even exists anymore for 
you and your children to 
get ahead without mov-
ing away. I get it,” he 
said. That’s why, Biden 
asserted, that his admin-
istration is building an 
economy where no one 
is left behind. “Jobs are 
coming back, pride is 
coming back, because of 
the choices we made in 
the last two years. This 
is a blue-collar blue-

print to rebuild America 
and make a real differ-
ence in your lives,” he 
said. Biden asserted that 
manufacturing has been 
one of the top priorities 
of his administration. 
“For too many decades, 
we imported products 
and exported jobs. Now, 
thanks to all we’ve done, 
we’re exporting Ameri-
can products and creat-
ing American jobs,” he 
said. “Inflation has been 
a global problem because 
of the pandemic that dis-
rupted supply chains and 
(Russian President Vlad-
imir) Putin’s war (against 
Ukraine).that disrupted 
energy and food sup-
plies,” Biden said. But 
the United States is bet-
ter positioned than any 
country on Earth, he in-
sisted. Acknowledging 
that his administration 
has more to do, “but here 
at home, inflation is com-
ing down”, he said.

Karachi: Pakistan’s for-
mer military ruler General 
Pervez Musharraf was on 
Tuesday laid to rest with 
full military honours in an 
army graveyard here in the 
presence of his relatives 
and several retired and serv-
ing military officers. The 
79-year-old former presi-
dent’s funeral prayers were 
held at the Gulmohar Polo 

Ground in Malir Canton-
ment in the afternoon in a 
low key ceremony which 
was neither attended by 
President Arif Alvi, nor 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif. However, Joint 
Chiefs of Staff General Sa-
hir Shamshad Mirza and 
former army chiefs - Qamar 
Javed Bajwa, Ashfaq Parvez 
Kayani and Aslam Beg - at-

tended the funeral.Former 
ISI chiefs - General (retd) 
Shuja Pasha and General 
(retd) Zaheerul Islam - and 
several serving and retired 
military officers also at-
tended the funeral prayers. 
Politicians including Mut-
tahida Qaumi Movement 
(Pakistan) leaders Khalid 
Maqbool Siddiqi, Dr Fa-
rooq Sattar, Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz leader 
Amir Muqam, Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaaf leader 
and former Sindh governor 
Imran Ismail, former fed-
eral information minister 
Javed Jabbar, were also in 
attendance. No top leaders 
from the ruling Pakistan 
Peoples Party in the Sindh 
province or the Jamaat-
e-Islaami were present at 
the final rites. Musharraf’s 
coffin was draped in Paki-
stan’s green and white flag, 
though the ceremony was 
not a state funeral. The cas-
ket of Musharraf was then 
taken to the army graveyard 
reserved for top officials on 
Shahrah-e-Faisal and buried 
there with full military hon-
ours and protocol.

‘Talks With India Only Possible if Article 370 
is Restored in J&K’: Imran Khan

Lahore: Pakistan’s oust-
ed prime minister Imran 
Khan has said that the 
only way forward in re-
lations with India is that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi restores the spe-
cial status of Kashmir. 
In 2019, Indian Parlia-
ment revoked Article 
370 of the Constitution 
which gave special status 
to Jammu and Kashmir 
and bifurcated the state 
into two Union Territo-
ries -- Jammu and Kash-
mir, and Ladakh. “India 
had revoked the special 
status for Kashmir. Now 
the only way forward in 
holding talks with India 
is first the Modi adminis-
tration restores it,” Khan 
told PTI on Tuesday 
evening while interact-
ing with foreign media 
at his Lahore’s Zaman 
Park residence. To an-
other question about rule 
of law, the Pakistan Teh-
reek-i-Insaf leader said, 

“There will be no future 
for Pakistan if there is 
no rule of law. Take In-
dia for example. It pro-
gressed because of rule 
of law.” Khan is look-
ing up to the judiciary 
to “protect the Constitu-
tion” and “foil” the ruling 
PML(N)-led coalition’s 
design to delay elections 
in Pakistan’s Punjab and 
Kyber Pakhtaunkhawa 
provinces where polls are 
due in 90 days following 
the dissolution of assem-
blies last month. Also 
Read: ‘Biggest Blunder 

in the 75-Year History 
of the Country’: Maryam 
Nawaz Attacks Imran 
Khan The Pakistan Teh-
reek-i-Insaf leader, who 
was ousted as prime min-
ister through a vote of 
no confidence by PMLN 
and its allies in April last 
year, alleged that the rul-
ing coalition with the 
backing of their handlers 
in the military establish-
ment has planned to oust 
him from politics. “They 
have made a plan to dis-
qualify me. All efforts 
are being made at all 

powerful quarters in the 
country to keep me out 
of politics,” he claimed. 
Asked if Army Chief Gen 
Syed Asim Munir was 
also behind such efforts, 
Khan said, “He has been 
in office for two months 
and I give him a benefit 
of doubt.” Khan also al-
leged that his political ri-
val and three-time prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif, 
wants him disqualified. 
“Nawaz has set a con-
dition (to the establish-
ment) for his return from 
the United Kingdom 
and that is my disquali-
fication,” he claimed. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like Dis-
cover the Hidden Gems 
of Haiti: 13 Must-See 
Tourist Attractions That 
Will Leave You Speech-
less! www.traveltourxp.
com Leverage your Data 
Science skill set - Free 
Masterclass Scaler Data 
Science The PML(N) 

recently declared that its 
supreme leader Nawaz 
Sharif will return ahead 
of the general elections. 
Imran Khan also claimed 
that the PML(N) and its 
allies have also planned 
to target his party’s 
leaders and rig the elec-
tions. Khan also accused 
Nawaz Sharif of striking 
a deal with former army 
chief Qamar Javed Bajwa 
during his extension vote 
in the parliament. “Giv-
ing an extension to Gen 
Bajwa was my biggest 
mistake. It was a huge 
blunder. After a deal with 
Nawaz, Bajwa ensured 
that Nawaz, his family 
members and partymen 
get relief in multi-billion 
corruption cases,” he al-
leged. Imran Khan said 
he fails to understand 
how the military estab-
lishment can “side with 
the corrupt criminals like 
Sharifs and Zardaris.

Scary! Dutch Geologist Predicted Turkey, 
Syria Earthquake Four Days in Advance
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Tecno Phantom X2 5G review: A surprise 
package packed with power

Tecno as a brand is 
known for its budget 
and mid-budget smart-
phones. The company 
has a strong portfolio of 
smartphones consisting 
of devices such as Pova 
4 and the Camon 19 Pro 
series that offer features 
and performance in under 
25K price segment. But 
recently, the company 
did something unexpect-
ed and unthinkable. It 
launched the Phantom X2 
series and with that, the 
company took a leap to 
the premium mid-budget 
smartphone segment. For 
the unversed, the Tecno 
Phantom X2 series in-
cludes two smartphones 
– the Phantom X2 Pro 5G 

and the Phantom X2 5G, 
which is the star of this 
review, costs Rs 39,999 
in India. Also Read - Intel 
launches 13th-gen Core 
i9 processor with 6GHz 
speed: Check details The 
Tecno Phantom X2 5G 
has all the hallmarks of 
a power performer – a 
curved-screen AMOLED 
display, a glass body, a 
high-end processor (Di-
mensity 9000), a 64MP 
triple camera setup, a 
large battery and 5G con-
nectivity to name a few. 
But it faces stiff compe-
tition from established 
rivals such as Xiaomi Mi 
11T Pro 5G, Asus ROG 
Phone 5s 5G, and OneP-
lus 10R. Also Read - Riot 

celebrates success of Val-
orant’s Indian agent Har-
bor by displaying Mural 
Art and Billboards across 
India Under the circum-
stances, the question isn’t 
if the phone is capable of 
delivering what it prom-
ises, but if it is able to 
stand tall against the 
competition. We will try 
to answer that and more 
in the detailed review be-
low. But before we get 
there, let’s take a look 
at its detailed specifica-
tions. Also Read - Micro-
soft Teams gets chat bub-
bles, 4K display support 
and more Tecno Phantom 
X2 5G specifications 
Display: 6.8-inch Curved 
AMOLED display with 
120Hz screen refresh 
rate, 1080×2400 resolu-
tion, Gorilla Glass Vic-
tus Processor: MediaTek 
Dimensity 9000 Storage: 
8GB of RAM, 5GB of 
extended RAM (13GB 
of LPDDR5 RAM) and 
256GB of UFS3.1 stor-
age Operating System: 
Android 12-based HiOS 
12.0 Camera: 64MP ul-
tra clear night portrait 

lens with RGBW sen-
sor + 13 MP wide angle 
lens + 2MP sensor, 32MP 
front camera Battery: 
5160mAH battery with 
45W wired charging sup-
port Connectivity: 5G, 
WiFi 6, Bluetooth v5.3, 
Colours: Moonlight Sil-
ver and Stardust Grey 
Tecno Phantom X2 5G 
review: Design There are 
a lot of smartphones in 
the premium mid-budget 
segment right now, but 
few have the beauty and 
the grace that sets them 
apart from the rest. Tec-
no Phantom X2 5G is 
among the few devices 
in its price segment that 
is simple yet incredibly 
elegant, which makes all 
the difference. The phone 
comes with a unibody 
double curved screen de-
sign with a 3.5D Lunar 
Crater Dazzling stained 
glass at the back, which 
Tecno says is inspired 
by moon’s craters. We 
got the Moonlight Sil-
ver colour variant, which 
blends perfectly with the 
theme.

Zoom to Lay Off 1,300 Workers as Firm Cuts 
15 Percent of Workforce Amid Slowing Demand

Zoom Video Communi-
cations said on Tuesday 
it would cut about 1,300 
jobs, as demand for the 
company’s video con-
ferencing services slows 
with the waning of the 
pandemic, and take a re-
lated charge of up to $68 
million (roughly Rs. 560 
crore). The company’s 
shares, which fell 6 per-
cent last year amid a rout 
in technology shares, 
closed up 9.9 percent on 
the news but were down 
marginally in extended 
trading. While announc-
ing the layoffs, which 
will hit nearly 15 percent 
of its workforce, Chief 
Executive Officer Eric 
Yuan said he would take 
a pay cut of 98 percent 
for the coming fiscal year 
and forego his bonus. 
“We worked tirelessly... 
but we also made mis-
takes. We didn’t take as 
much time as we should 
have to thoroughly anal-
yse our teams or assess 
if we were growing sus-
tainably, toward the high-
est priorities,” Yuan said. 
Zoom will incur about 

$50 million (roughly Rs. 
410 crore) to $68 million 
(roughly Rs. 560 crore) 
in charges related to the 
layoffs, according to a 
regulatory filing on Tues-
day. The company said a 
substantial part of it will 
be spent in the first quar-
ter of fiscal 2024. The 
company, which became 
a household name dur-
ing lockdowns due to the 
popularity of its video-
conferencing tools, has 
seen its revenue growth 
slow. Analysts are fore-
casting Zoom’s revenue 
to have risen just 6.7 
percent in fiscal 2022 af-
ter a more than four-fold 

jump in revenue and a 
nine-fold surge in profit 
increase in 2021. Profit is 
estimated to have fallen 
38 percent in 2022. “I 
would say incrementally, 
maybe this is telling us 
we shouldn’t expect re-
acceleration in the near-
term on the revenue side, 
but we could see addi-
tional upside to margins 
for a company that is al-
ready profitable,” RBC 
Capital Markets analyst 
Rishi Jaluria said. Zoom 
had bumped up hiring 
during the pandemic to 
meet surging demand, 
but now joins US com-
panies in reining in costs 

to brace for a potential 
recession. A raft of US 
companies from Gold-
man Sachs to Alphabet 
have laid off thousands 
this year to ride out a de-
mand downturn wrought 
by high inflation and ris-
ing interest rates. The 
video conferencing soft-
ware maker also said that 
its executive leadership 
team will reduce their 
base salary by 20 percent 
in the same period. De-
parting employees will 
receive 16 weeks of sal-
ary, healthcare coverage 
and a bonus for the year, 
Yuan said.

Poco X5 Pro 5G Review: The 
Complete Package?

The Indian smartphone 
market has seen a lot of 
activity recently in the sub-
Rs. 30,000 category. Most 
of the new launches have 
generally been successors 
of phones which were avail-
able last year in and around 
the Rs. 20,000 mark. The 
price hike of new launches 
can be attributed to various 
factors such as the rising 
cost of components and raw 
materials, weakening Rupee 
against the dollar, and so on. 
Poco, a company known to 
offer value-for-money hard-
ware in the mainstream and 
mid-range segment, has 
now launched the Poco X5 
Pro 5G as its new offer-
ing under Rs. 25,000. The 
phone succeeds the Poco 
X4 Pro 5G (Review) and 
has received many upgrades 
in the display, camera, and 
performance departments. 
However, just like the other 
new launches, the Poco X5 
Pro is also more expensive 
than the outgoing model. 
Should you consider buy-

ing this phone? We help you 
decide. Play Video Poco X5 
Pro 5G price in India The 
Poco X5 Pro 5G has been 
launched in two storage 
options in India. The base 
variant of the phone has 
6GB of RAM and 128GB of 
internal storage. It is priced 
at Rs. 22,999. The company 
sent us the 8GB RAM vari-
ant with 256GB of internal 
storage. This is priced at 
Rs. 24,999. As part of the 
launch offers, customers 
with an ICICI Bank card can 
claim an instant discount of 
Rs. 2,000 on the purchase of 
the phone. Redmi Note 12 
Pro+ 5G Review: A Strong 
Overall Package Poco X5 

Pro 5G design and display 
The Poco X5 Pro 5G has 
broadly the same structure 
as the Poco X4 Pro 5G with 
a flat frame and a flat rear 
panel. However, unlike the 
previous model which had 
a rear glass back panel, the 
Poco X5 Pro 5G uses plas-
tic. The polycarbonate shell 
also helps the phone feel a 
lot lighter than its prede-
cessor. The Poco X5 Pro 
5G weighs 181g but when 
you hold the phone, it feels 
even lighter. With a 7.99mm 
thickness, the device is also 
said to be the slimmest Poco 
smartphone in India. From 
the back, the phone looks a 
lot like the Redmi note.

Microsoft Announces ChatGPT-Like AI Technology 
for Search Engine Bing, Edge Browser

Microsoft is fusing Chat-
GPT-like technology into 
its search engine Bing, 
transforming an internet 
service that now trails 
far behind Google into a 
new way of communicat-
ing with artificial intelli-
gence. The revamping of 
Microsoft’s second-place 
search engine could give 
the software giant a head 
start against other tech 
companies in capitalis-

ing on the worldwide 
excitement surrounding 
ChatGPT, a tool that’s 
awakened millions of 
people to the possibilities 
of the latest AI technol-
ogy. Along with adding 
it to Bing, Microsoft is 
also integrating the chat-
bot technology into its 
Edge browser. Microsoft 
announced the new tech-
nology at an event Tues-
day at its headquarters in 

Redmond, Washington. 
“Think of it as faster, 
more accurate, more 
powerful” than Chat-
GPT, built with tech-
nology from ChatGPT-
maker OpenAI but tuned 
for search queries, said 
Yusuf Mehdi, a Micro-
soft executive who leads 
its consumer division, 
in an interview. A pub-
lic preview of the new 
Bing launched Tuesday 
for desktop users who 
sign up for it, but Mehdi 
said the technology will 
scale to millions of us-
ers in coming weeks and 
will eventually come to 
the smartphone apps for 
Bing and Edge. For now, 
everyone can try a limit-
ed number of queries, he 
said. The strengthening 
partnership with Ope-
nAI has been years in the 
making, starting with a 
$1 billion (roughly Rs. 

8,300 crore) investment 
from Microsoft in 2019 
that led to the develop-
ment of a powerful su-
percomputer specifically 
built to train the San 
Francisco startup’s AI 
models. While it’s not 
always factual or logi-
cal, ChatGPT’s mastery 
of language and gram-
mar comes from having 
ingested a huge trove of 
digitised books, Wikipe-
dia entries, instruction 
manuals, newspapers 
and other online writ-
ings. Microsoft CEO 
Satya Nadella said Tues-
day that new AI advances 
are “going to reshape ev-
ery software category we 
know,” including search, 
much like earlier innova-
tions in personal comput-
ers and cloud computing. 
He said it is important to 
develop AI “with human 
preferences and societal 

norms and you’re not 
going to do that in a lab. 
You have to do that out 
in the world.” The shift 
to making search engines 
more conversational — 
able to confidently an-
swer questions rather 
than offering links to 
other websites — could 
change the advertising-
fuelled search business, 
but also poses risks if 
the AI systems don’t get 
their facts right. Their 
opaqueness also makes 
it hard to source back to 
the original human-made 
images and texts they’ve 
effectively memorised, 
though the new Bing in-
cludes annotations that 
reference the source data. 
“Bing is powered by AI, 
so surprises and mistakes 
are possible,” is a mes-
sage that appears at the 
bottom of the preview 
version of Bing.

Asus ROG Phone 7 tipped to 
launch later this year

While Asus announced the 
ROG Phone 6 last year in 
India, it wasn’t available 
for purchase immediately. 
Eventually, it was made 
available in the sale, but 
not many units were put 
up for sale. Now, as per a 
new leak, Asus is already 
planning for the release of 
its successor Asus ROG 
Phone 7 series. The model 
numbers, key specs, and the 
launch timeline has been 
revealed. Asus ROG Phone 
7 series model numbers As 
per tipster Paras Guglani 
via Tech Outlook, the ROG 
Phone 7 series will have 
at least three phones – the 
ROG Phone 7, ROG Phone 

7D, and ROG Phone 7 Ul-
timate. The ROG Phone 7 
and Phone 7 Ultimate will 
be reserved for the global 
markets. Following with 
be their model numbers – 
AI2205_A and AI2205_E, 
respectively. Interestingly, 
there will be a model re-
served for the Indian mar-
ket. The device named 
ROG Phone 7 with model 
number AI2205_C is said to 
launch in India. The com-
pany’s home market, China 
will get all three models. 
Following are the Chinese 
model numbers – ROG 
Phone 7 (AI2205_B), ROG 
Phone 7D (AI2205_D), 
and ROG Phone 7 Ulti-

mate (AI2205_F). Apart 
from the model numbers, 
the tipster has also revealed 
the key specs of the smart-
phone. Asus ROG Phone 
7 series specifications The 
Asus ROG Phone 7 series 
is tipped to come with an 
AMOLED display. It will 
be powered by the Qual-
comm Snapdragon 8 Gen 2 
SoC paired with up to 16GB 
of RAM and 256GB of 
storage on the ROG Phone 
7. The ROG Phone 7 Ulti-
mate will get a maximum 
of 512GB of internal stor-
age. Although not revealed, 
we can expect the device to 
have LPDDR5X RAM and 
UFS 4.0 storage given that 
it will have Snapdragon 8 
Gen 2, under the hood.
 It will boot on Android 
13 out of the box. There’s 
no other information about 
the ROG Phone 7 series, 
but as we move closer to 
its release we should learn 
more. Speaking of release, 
the gaming phone series 
is tipped to launch in Q3 
of this year. Although this 
news is exciting.

OnePlus to announce foldable phones later 
this year: All you need to know

OnePlus was rumored to 
launch a foldable smart-
phone sometime back. 
However, there wasn’t 
any official confirmation 
by the brand. Now, at the 
Cloud 11 event, OnePlus 
itself confirmed that it is 
gearing up for the release 
of its first foldable phone. 
Also Read - OnePlus 11 
5G is now available for 
pre-order on Amazon: 
Check offers, price and 
more Additionally, it also 
shared the release time-
line of the device, signal-
ing that it will soon join 
the foldable bandwagon 
that’s currently dominat-
ed by brands like Sam-
sung and Huawei. Also 
Read - OnePlus Cloud 11 
event to start at 7.30 pm 
IST today: How to watch 
the livestream OnePlus 
foldable phones to launch 
sooner than expected 
OnePlus has confirmed 
that it will launch its first 
foldable phone in Q3 this 

year. This means by Sep-
tember of this year, we’ll 
get to see a OnePlus-
branded foldable phone. 
Also Read - OnePlus 
launch event tomorrow: 
OnePlus 11 5G, OneP-
lus 11R 5G, OnePlus Pad 
and more expected It is 
worth noting that Sam-
sung releases its fold-
ables every year around 
August, which means 
OnePlus foldable will 

be a new competition to 
Samsung’s Fold series. 
While there’s no official 
information from the 
brand, OnePlus might as 
well release a flip phone. 
For starters, two trade-
mark filings for OneP-
lus phones were spotted 
sometime back. These 
trademarks were for two 
of the OnePlus foldable 
models – the OnePlus V 
Fold and the OnePlus V 

Flip. You read that right, 
OnePlus also has a flip 
phone up its sleeve. The 
OnePlus V Fold will like-
ly compete with the yet-
to-launch Samsung Gal-
axy Z Fold 5, whereas, 
the OnePlus V Flip will 
go against the Samsung 
Galaxy Z Flip 5. As of 
now, only the monikers 
have been revealed. No 
information about the 
specs is available. How-

ever, there are reports 
that indicate these One-
Plus foldables to be in-
spired by Oppo foldables. 
Oppo currently has the 
Oppo Find N2 and Oppo 
Find N2 Flip, which 
were launched in Decem-
ber 2022, in China. The 
company is expected to 
showcase these devices 
at the MWC to the global 
markets. If we go by the 
reports, the upcoming 
OnePlus V Fold and V 
Flip could be rebadged 
devices.Corning Gorilla 
Glass Victus was intro-
duced two years ago with 
the glass being used in 
flagship smartphones like 
Samsung Galaxy S22 Ul-
tra and OnePlus 10 Pro 
5G. Gorilla Glass has 
been designed into more 
than 8 billion devices by 
over 45 major brands. 
For more than a decade, 
Gorilla Glass has helped 
revolutionize the way.
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Cryptocurrencies are equivalent to 
gambling: RBI Governor

New Delhi: Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) 
Governor Shaktikanta 
Das on Friday reiterated 
that crypto currencies are 
equivalent to gambling, 
as their perceived value 
is only make believe. Ad-

dressing a media event 
here, Das called for a ban 
on cryptos, saying there 
is no underlying value 
in it. Those supporting it 
call it an asset or a finan-
cial product, but there is 
no underlying value in it, 

he added. | Budget 2023: 
AiMeD asks increasing 
import duty on Chinese 
medical devices To coun-
ter the growth of cryp-
tocurrencies, the central 
bank recently launched 
in pilot mode, its own 

e-rupee or central bank 
digital currency (CBDC). 
“Every asset, every fi-
nancial product has to 
have some underlying 
(value) but in the case of 
crypto, there is no under-
lying value. So anything 
without any underlying, 
whose value is dependent 
entirely on make-believe, 
is nothing but 100 per 
cent speculation or to put 
it very bluntly, it is gam-
bling,” he said.  | Anand 
Mahindra shares video of 
Laurel and Hardy danc-
ing to Natu Natu song 
“Since we don`t allow 
gambling in our country, 
and if you want to allow 
gambling, treat it as gam-
bling and lay down the 
rules for gambling. But 
crypto is not a financial 

Microsoft Teams Back up After Outage 
in Asia-Pacific Region Today

New Delhi: A major out-
age hit the Microsoft 
Corporation’s Teams app 
in the Asia-Pasific region 
on Wednesday. Users in 
India are unable to access 
the app and its function-
alities. Microsoft’s offi-
cial account tweeted that 
it had heard from users 
who were unable to use 
any features or access 
Microsoft Teams. The 
tech behemoth added that 
it is looking into the mat-
ter and it will restore the 
services soon. Taking to 
Twitter, it said, “We’re 
investigating an issue 
affecting user access to 
Teams services and func-
tionality for customers 
hosted within the Asia-
Pacific region. Please 

refer to TM512596 in 
the Microsoft 365 admin 
centre for further details.” 
Also Read: Microsoft 
Rolls Out ChatGPT-En-
abled Premium Version 
of Microsoft Teams The 
tech giant in a separate 
tweet claimed that it has 
fixed the problems oc-

curring in app start-up 
and sign-in. The tweet 
read, “We’ve completed 
re-routing traffic and 
our monitoring indicates 
that Teams start-up and 
sign-in have mostly re-
covered. We’ll continue 
working until the service 
has fully recovered. Ad-

ditional details are avail-
able through TM512596 
in the admin centre.” Ear-
lier on Tuesday, users in 
North America were hav-
ing difficulties accessing, 
sending, or searching 
emails on the platform, 
and Microsoft Corp. an-
nounced that it was look-

Adani Enterprises Shares Jump 25% Day 
After Announcement To Prepay Loans

Mumbai: Shares in the 
flagship firm of troubled 
Indian conglomerate 
Adani rocketed as much 
as 25 percent Tuesday, 
clawing back some of its 
recent huge losses, after 
saying it would repay 
more than $1 billion in 
loans. The group owned 
by tycoon Gautam Adani 
lost around $120 billion 
in value after claims of 
accounting fraud were 
levelled by short-seller 
US investment group 
Hindenburg Research on 
January 24. The rise on 
Tuesday of Adani Enter-
prises and several other 
listed units of India’s 
biggest conglomerate 
helped trim the total loss 
to around $112 billion, 
Bloomberg reported. The 
slide has raised concerns 

about the group’s ability 
to raise fresh financing 
to pay down its debts. It 
cancelled a share sale, 
and reportedly also a 
bond issue, last week. 
But Adani said Monday 
it was repaying early 
loans worth $1.1 billion, 
in a move meant to re-
assure investors. Adani 
Enterprises, the group’s 
flagship firm, soared as 
much as 25 percent on 
Tuesday, with trading 
suspended three times on 
the way up. They pared 
back some of the gains 
after transactions re-
sumed, but remained 15 
percent up in afternoon 
trade -- although still 
down by more than half 
since the start of the year. 
Other group companies 
were mixed, with Ada-

ni Transmission rising 
five percent before fall-
ing and Adani Total Gas 
down five percent and 
trade suspended again. 
“The markets are happy 
that they prepaid their a 
chunk of their borrow-
ings. This is a refreshing 
sign of confidence,” mar-
kets commentator Sri-
nath Sridharan told AFP. 
Traders said investors 
would be closely watch-
ing earnings announce-
ments due this week 
from several Adani firms 
for clues on their finan-
cial health. ‘Largest con’ 
Hindenburg accused Ad-
ani of “brazen stock ma-
nipulation and account-
ing fraud scheme” in “the 
largest con in corporate 
history”. Adani artifi-
cially boosted the share 

prices of its units by fun-
nelling money into the 
stocks through offshore 
tax havens, the document 
said. Shares Of Adani 
Enterprises Jump Nearly 
15 Per Cent Shares Of 
Adani Enterprises Jump 
Nearly 15 Per Cent SBI 
Has ‘Well-Manageable’ 
Exposure To Adani 
Group, Says CreditSights 
SBI Has ‘Well-Manage-
able’ Exposure To Adani 
Group, Says CreditSights 
It’s Tough To Short Ada-
ni Stocks Listed In India. 
Here’s Why It’s Tough To 
Short Adani Stocks List-
ed In India. Here’s Why 
The group benefited from 
what it called a “decades-
long pattern” of govern-
ment leniency, and that 
“investors, journalists, 
citizens and even politi-
cians have been afraid 
to speak out for fear of 
reprisal”. The company 
has rejected the claims as 
a “maliciously mischie-
vous” reputational at-
tack. The loan repayment 
announcement came as 
The Economic Times 
newspaper reported that 
Britain’s Standard Char-
tered had joined Swiss 
banking giant Credit Su-
isse and Citigroup in the 
United States in halting 
the acceptance of Adani 
bonds as collateral for 
loans it advances to pri-
vate banking clients. Last 

week Gautam Adani, 60, 
insisted that the “funda-
mentals of our company 
are very strong, our bal-
ance sheet is healthy and 
assets robust”. “These 
allegations are base-
less,” he told India To-
day television on Friday. 
His personal wealth has 
more than halved, see-
ing him fall from number 
three in the Forbes real-
time list of the richest 
people in the world to 
17th as of Tuesday, with 
a fortune of $63 billion, 
down from $127 bil-
lion. The opposition says 
Adani’s closeness with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who is also from 
Gujarat state, allowed 
him to win contracts un-
fairly and to avoid proper 
oversight. The publicity-
shy school dropout saw 
his operations expand at 
breakneck speed, with 
Adani Enterprises shares 
soaring more than 1,000 
percent over the past five 
years before the recent 
rout. Analysts say the 
turmoil has hurt India’s 
image just as it seeks to 
woo overseas investors 
away from China. Com-
merce Minister Piyush 
Goyal on Saturday de-
fended Indian regulators, 
saying they were “very 
competent”.

PhonePe Launches UPI 
International Service for 
its Users in 5 Countries

New Delhi: Fintech firm 
PhonePe on Tuesday said 
its users will now be able 
to pay to international 
merchant outlets in five 
countries, including the 
UAE, Nepal, and Sin-
gapore, using the Uni-
fied Payments Interface 
system. Phonepe Us-
ers will be able to make 
payments in foreign 
currency directly from 
their Indian bank - just 
like they do with in-
ternational debit cards, 
the company said in a 
statement. “The current 
launch supports all inter-
national merchant outlets 
in the UAE, Singapore, 
Mauritius, Nepal, and 
Bhutan that have a local 

QR code,” the statement 
said, adding that Phone-
Pe is the first fintech app 
to launch this feature in 
India. (Also Read: Swig-
gy Teases Newlyweds 
Kiara Advani, Sidharth 
Malhotra With Adorable 
Post, Take a Look) The 
company has over 43.5 
crore registered users. 
Indian customers need 
to use a foreign currency, 
or their credit or forex 
cards to pay at interna-
tional merchant outlets 
but with the ‘UPI inter-
national’ payments fea-
ture, PhonePe can now 
use their Indian Bank ac-
counts to pay using UPI. 
(Also Read: 18-year-old 
Canadian Girl Buys Lot-

tery Ticket on her Birth-
day, Wins Rs 290 Crore, 
Purchases Plane) UPI In-
ternational is the first ma-
jor step in letting the rest 
of the world experience 
UPI too. I am sure this 
launch will prove to be 
a game-changer and will 
completely transform the 
way Indians traveling 
overseas pay at merchant 
outlets abroad,” PhonePe 
CTO and Co-Founder, 
Rahul Chari said. Over 
the course of this year, 
NPCI in collaboration 
with NIPL (NPCI Inter-
national Payments Lim-
ited) plans to roll out UPI 
International to more 
countries.

Sorry, A Bit Late...: Zomato Founder’s Tweet 
After Paytm’s Surprise Operating Profit

Relationship With India Is Solid: 
OPEC Secretary General

Bengaluru: The relation-
ship between India and 
Organization of Petro-
leum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) is solid and 
it is forging ahead into 
other dimensions such as 
investments, OPEC Sec-
retary General Haitham 
Al Ghais said on the 
sidelines of India Energy 
Week in Bengaluru. In 
an exclusive interaction 
with ANI, the OPEC 
Secretary General said 
that reduced oil import 
by India doesn’t affect 
the relationship and most 
OPEC countries have 
very strong and historical 
ties with India and OPEC 
stands ready to continue 
supplying India with its 
requirements of oil. “Not 
only crude oil but also 
there are many countries 
within OPEC which sup-

ply petroleum products 
LPG. On the question of 
its a diverse relationship, 
which is dating back to 
hundreds of years ago, the 
relationship between In-
dia and OPEC countries 
is solid...,” OPEC Sec-
retary said. He also said 
the collective decision to 
cut output in October was 
the right move and added 
that credit should be giv-
en to the OPEC alliance 
for its constructive role in 
supporting global market 
stability. “Due recogni-
tion should be given for 
our constructive and pos-
itive role in supporting 
global market stability 
including to remind our-
selves that the G20 and 
major consumers around 
the world commended 
us for our historical ac-
tions taken since 2020,” 

Haitham Al Ghais said on 
Monday. The OPEC Sec-
retary General said, “De-
mand of crude oil is rising 
and we are under invest-
ment. Global economy 
is expanding.” “OPEC 
countries are investing in 
hydrogen, biofuels. We 
need to invest more to ca-
ter the energy demand,” 
Haitham Al Ghais further 
said. OPEC, an alliance 
that includes members 

of the OPEC and others 
including Russia, agreed 
last year to cut its pro-
duction target by 2 mil-
lion barrels a day, about 
2 per cent of world de-
mand, from November 
until the end of 2023 to 
support the market.We 
held the Joint Ministe-
rial Monitoring Com-
mittee (JMMC) meeting 
on February 1 where we 
reviewed everything.

New Delhi: As shares of 
One 97 Communications, 
the parent Firm of Paytm, 
rose after the company’s 
December quarter earn-
ings performance, Zom-
ato CEO (Chief Execu-
tive Officer ) Deepinder 
Goyal congratulated 
Paytm founder Vijay 
Shekhar Sharma on Twit-
ter. The message of sup-
port comes after a tough 
2023 for Paytm where 
its stock had dipped to 
a yearly low of ₹ 441 
in the month of Novem-
ber. Deepinder Goyal 
mentioned that he was 
working on improving 
Zomato’s margins. Pay-
tm’ stock rose as much 
as 7.4% yesterday, its 
biggest intraday jump in 
two months after the firm 
posted its first-ever quar-
terly operating profit as a 

listed firm. Paytm posted 
EBITDA (earnings be-
fore interest, taxes, de-
preciation, and amortiza-
tion) of $3.8 million for 
Q3, nine months ahead 
of its target of September 
2023. “This was mainly 
on the back of rising mix 
of high-margin lend-
ing revenue, improving 
merchant subscription, 
reducing payment pro-
cessing and promotional 

charges,” BofA Securi-
ties analysts said in a 
note. Watch: Zomato 
And Google Share In-
ternet ‘Safe-Tea’ Recipe 
To Deal With Cyber 
Threats Watch: Zomato 
And Google Share Inter-
net ‘Safe-Tea’ Recipe To 
Deal With Cyber Threats 
Zomato’s Response To 
Virat Kohli’s Tweet On 
Losing His Phone Goes 
Viral Zomato’s Response 

To Virat Kohli’s Tweet 
On Losing His Phone 
Goes Viral Watch: Zom-
ato And Google Prepare 
Cyber ‘Safe-Tea’ To Deal 
With Online Threats 
Watch: Zomato. And 
Google Prepare Cyber 
‘Safe-Tea’ To Deal With 
Online Threats There 
have been doubts over 
the ability of the com-
pany to turn profitable 
ever since its IPO (initial 
public offer), still India’s 
biggest ever share sale, in 
November 2021. The fin-
tech firm had seen a 75% 
decline in its share price 
since the IPO. Although 
Paytm still posted a net 
loss for the December 
quarter, it nearly halved 
as a result of growing 
demand for BNPL (buy-
now-pay-later) loans. 
Paytm.
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LeBron James Surpasses Kareem Abdul-Jabbar to 
Become Highest Points Scorer in NBA

LeBron James is the 
NBA’s new career scor-
ing leader. With a step-
back jump shot with 
10.9 seconds left in the 
third quarter against the 
Oklahoma City Thunder 
on Tuesday night, James 
pushed his career total to 
38,388 points and broke 

the record that Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar held for 
nearly four decades. 
James outstretched his 
arms, threw both hands 
in the air, then smiled. 
Abdul-Jabbar rose from 
his seat and clapped. 
The game was stopped 
as some members of 

James’ family, includ-
ing his mother, wife and 
children, took the floor 
for a ceremony recogniz-
ing the moment. Abdul-
Jabbar — one of many 
celebrities and sports 
stars who made sure they 
were there to see history 
— became the league’s 

all-time leading scorer on 
April 5, 1984 and wound 
up retiring in 1989 with 
38,387 points. It was a 
record that some thought 
would last forever, with 
very few even coming 
close. Karl Malone re-
tired 1,459 points be-
hind Abdul-Jabbar, Kobe 
Bryant was 4,744 points 
shy, and Michael Jor-
dan was 6,095 points 
away. James passed them 
all, then caught Abdul-
Jabbar, too. He did it in 
his 20th season. Abdul-
Jabbar also played 20 
NBA seasons. And now, 
King James — a moni-
ker he’s had since high 
school — is the NBA’s 
scoring king. LeBron 
James break NBA scor-
ing record here… Abdul-
Jabbar held the ball aloft, 
then handed it to James, 
the ceremonial passing of 
the torch. They posed for 
photos with NBA Com-
missioner Adam Silver, 

then with one another. 
James wiped away tears 
from his eyes, then ad-
dressed the crowd. “I just 
want to say, thank you to 
the Laker faithful. You 
guys are one of a kind,” 
James said. “To be able to 
be in the presence of such 
a legend as great as Ka-
reem, it’s very humbling. 
Please give a standing 
ovation to the Captain, 
please.” James then 
thanked his family and 
those who have support-
ed him, including Silver 
and the late NBA Com-
missioner David Stern. “I 
thank you guys so much 
for allowing me to be a 
part of something I’ve 
always dreamed about,” 
James said. At least 16 
different players have, 
technically, been the all-
time leading scorer in 
league history — most of 
those coming in the open-
ing month of the league’s 
existence in 1946, 

NFL - Recently retired Tom Brady eyes 
joining Fox Sports as lead analyst

Recently-retired quarter-
back Tom Brady said on 
Monday he will make his 
highly-anticipated debut 
as a lead NFL analyst 
with Fox Sports in the 
fall of 2024. Speaking 
during an appearance on 
Fox Sports’ “The Herd 
with Colin Cowherd”, 
the seven-time Super 
Bowl champion said he 
will use the time off to 
focus on other aspects 
of his life before begin-
ning preparations for 
his broadcasting career. 
“Decompression’s really 
important,” Brady said 
when asked if he needed 
downtime before step-
ping into the TV booth 
to begin his new role 
as a lead NFL analyst. 
“You’re on this kind of 
really crazy treadmill, 
hamster wheel for a long 
time, loving the moment 
and journey. At the same 
time, it’s a daily fight. “I 
have appreciation for so 
many people that are so 
committed every day to 

showing up, to put their 
max effort into their life 
and career. For me, I 
want to be great at what 
I do — talking, even last 
week, with the people at 
Fox Sports, and the lead-
ership there, allowing me 
to start my Fox opportu-
nity in the fall of 2024, 
something that’s great for 
me,” he added. Second-
ranked Man City referred 
to independent commis-
sion for alleged breaches 
of PL finance rules The 
45-year-old Brady, who 
announced his retire-
ment from the NFL last 

week after 23 seasons 
with the New England 
Patriots and Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers, agreed last 
May to join Fox Sports 
when his age-defying 
playing career came to 
an end. Terms of Brady’s 
deal with Fox Sports 
were never disclosed 
but media reports said 
he agreed to a 10-year 
contract worth $375 mil-
lion. There have been no 
shortage of players who 
went on to become foot-
ball analysts after their 
NFL careers and Brady, 
whose intense prepara-

‘Banned’ Ronaldo will not be making his 
Al-Nassr debut today. Here’s why

The Portuguese superstar 
was scheduled to play 
in his side’s Saudi Pro 
League match against Al-
Ta’ee. However, a two-
match ban imposed by the 
England’s Football Asso-
ciation (FA) for smashing 
an Everton fan’s phone 
last year means that Ron-
aldo will have to warm 
the bench, per a report 
by The Daily Mail. The 
37-year-old forward was 
storming down the tun-
nel of Goodison Park last 
season when he angrily 
smashed the boy’s phone. 
Following an investiga-
tion by the FA, Ronaldo 
was handed a $60,000 
(£50,000) fine and two-
match ban. Notably, the 
five-time Ballon d’Or 
player apologised to 
the boy after the match 
through an Instagram 
post. “It’s never easy to 
deal with emotions in 
difficult moments such 
as the one we are facing. 
Nevertheless, we always 
have to be respectful, pa-
tient and set the example 

for all the youngsters who 
love the beautiful game,” 
wrote Ronaldo. “I would 
like to apologise for my 
outburst and, if possible, 
I would like to invite 
this supporter to watch 
a game at Old Trafford 
as a sign of fair-play and 
sportsmanship.” × | Cris-
tiano Ronaldo unveiled 
as Al Nassr player in 
Saudi Arabia’s Riyadh × 
The decision came a day 
after Manchester United 
and Ronaldo decided to 
part ways following the 
latter’s now-infamous in-
terview with Piers Mor-

gan. While Ronaldo is 
not in the same league or 
the country, the ban still 
stands and he will be eli-
gible to play for the club 
only after Al-Nassr have 
played two competitive 
matches. Local reports, 
however, suggest that 
Ronaldo would still not 
have started the match as 
coach Rudi Garcia want-
ed to give his star player 
time to regain full fitness 
before he could make his 
first appearance. | Cris-
tiano Ronaldo makes a 
geographical gaffe dur-
ing Al-Nassr unveiling 

Ronaldo signed for Al-
Nassr for a world record 
$214.04 million fee for 
two years after being a 
free agent for almost two 
months. After putting pen 
to paper, Ronaldo said 
he was thrilled about a 
new experience in a new 
country. “I’m thrilled for 
a new experience in a dif-
ferent league and a dif-
ferent country, the vision 
that Al Nassr has is very 
inspiring.” Read more: 
‘I am thrilled for a new 
experience...’ - Cristiano 
Ronaldo on joining Saudi 
Arabia club Al Nassr

Sania Mirza Divorce Rumours: Tennis Star 
Posts Cryptic Message on Social Media

Racism is Spanish Football’s problem, not Vinicius, 
and it must be solved, says Carlo Ancelotti

Real Madrid coach Carlo 
Ancelotti said on Tuesday 
that the abuse that has been 
directed at his player Vini-
cius Jr is a problem for the 
whole of Spanish football, 
not for the 22-year-old Bra-
zilian. Vinicius received 
racist abuse from fans in 
Mallorca on Sunday dur-
ing an ill-tempered match 
in which the Brazilian was 
fouled 10 times, the most 
for any player in LaLiga 
this season. Vinicius has 
been subjected to racial 

abuse by fans on at least 
three other occasions and 
is the most fouled player in 
Europe’s top seven leagues 
by a big margin. “It seems 
that the problem is Vinicius, 
and it is not like that. It is a 
problem of Spanish football 
and it must be solved,” An-
celotti told a news confer-
ence in Rabat on Tuesday, 
on the eve of Real Madrid’s 
Club World Cup semi-final 
against Egypt’s Al Ahly. 
“The question I ask is this: 
Is it Vinicius or his team 

mates? What do his team 
mates have to defend Vini-
cius from? Vinicius is the 
victim of something that 
I don’t understand.” Sup-
porters in Mallorca could 
be heard racially insult-
ing the player in a video 
published by streaming 
company DAZN on social 
media on Sunday. Spanish 
police are also investigat-
ing a possible hate crime 
against the Brazilian after a 
mannequin wearing his No. 
20 shirt was hung from a 

bridge in front of the club’s 
training centre ahead of the 
Madrid derby two weeks 
ago. The mannequin was 
hung by the neck next to a 
banner in Atletico Madrid’s 
red and white colours that 
read “Madrid hates Real” 
during the early hours of 
Jan. 26, police said. ALSO 
READ: Hate crime sus-
pected: Dummy of Vinicius 
Jr hanged in public in Ma-
drid ahead of Atletico derby 
In September, prosecutors 
in Madrid decided not to 
press charges over racist 
chanting aimed at Vinicius 
after finding it had “lasted 
a few seconds” and had not 
constituted a crime. Pele, 
Neymar and other leading 
Brazilian figures defended 
Vinicius in September af-
ter a panelist on a Spanish 
soccer show compared his 
goal celebrations to that of a 
monkey, sparking an imme-
diate backlash on social me-
dia. Vinicius issued a video 
statement at the time in re-
sponse to what he called a 
“xenophobic and racist” in-
sult, saying he “won’t stop 
dancing” and that “the hap-

Australian Football legend Barry Cable sued 
over historical child sexual abuse claims

Barry Cable faces sexual 
assault charges: Austra-
lian Rules legend Barry 
Cable is grappling with 
child sexual abuse alle-
gations. A Perth teenager 
accused Barry Cable of 
sexual abuse when he 
touched the peak of his 
career. Since then, the 
case has not been re-
solved because, until 
now, the District Court 
of Western Australia sup-
pressed Barry Cable’s 
identity. The 79-year-old 
Australian football leg-
end has denied the ac-
cusations. Moreover, the 
cops did not arrest him 
even once after the Perth 
teenager filed the allega-
tions. The woman, who 
remains anonymous, 
started the proceedings 
in 2019. She claimed that 
Barry Cable sexually as-
saulted her between 1968 
and 1973. She was 12 
years old in 1968. She 
has accused Barry Cable 

of psychiatric harm. The 
woman says she was sub-
ject to sexual harassment 
between 1974 and 1991. 
However, Barry Cable’s 
lawyers told the court 
that he was bankrupt. 
Thus, there were no funds 
if the judgement cost 
anything. In response, 
Australia’s District Court 
Judge Mark Herron in-
formed that Barry Cable 
won’t participate in the 
upcoming five-day trial. 
On Tuesday, February 7, 
Judge Herron lifted a se-
ries of suppression orders 
in the Barry Cable case. 
The civil trials will begin 
on Wednesday, February 
8. “In my view, the rea-
sons and justification for 
making the orders ano-
nymising the name of the 
defendant and suppress-
ing the public reporting 
of the proceedings in a 
way which might tend 
to identify him, and the 
further order prevent-

ing a non-party from 
having access to court 
documents in the pro-
ceedings, are no longer 
relevant or necessary,” 
Judge Herron said in a 
decision taken on Tues-
day. Barry Cable Fam-
ily, Career & Net Worth 
Barry Cable has a wife 
named Helen. However, 
not much is known about 
her. From his marriage 
with Helen, he has two 
children. However, Barry 

Cable has not opened up 
much. about his personal 
life and family. Barry 
Cable, considered one of 
the greatest ever rovers, 
won two VFL premier-
ships. He also has four 
WAFL titles in a 17-year 
career. Barry Cable took 
retirement in 1979. Barry 
Cable has played 379 
games across Perth and 
North Melbourne. He has 
a legendary status in the 
Australian Football Hall 

Indian tennis legend Sa-
nia Mirza played her fi-
nal Grand Slam match 
last month, reaching the 
Australian Open 2023 
mixed doubles final with 
partner Rohan Bopanna. 
On Tuesday (Febru-
ary 7), Sania began the 
final leg of her illustri-
ous career in Abu Dhabi 
amid rumours of divorce 
with husband and former 
Pakistan captain Shoaib 
Malik. Sania has posted 
multiple cryptic message 

on social media, which 
have added fuel to the 
fire. On Tuesday, Sania 
once again fuelled sepa-
ration rumours with her 
latest Instagram post. 
Posting a photo of her-
self, Sania wrote, ‘This is 
not the time to lose faith 
, this is the time to hold 
onto it’. Meanwhile, Sa-
nia Mirza and her Ameri-
can partner Bethanie 
Mattek-Sands suffered a 
straight-set defeat against 
the pair of Kirsten Flip-

kens and Laura Siege-
mund in the first round 
of the Abu Dhabi Open. 
The Sania-Bethanie duo 
lost 3-6, 4-6 to their Bel-
gian-German opponents 
in the match that lasted 
one hour and 13 minutes 
Monday night to make an 
early exit from the tour-
nament. Sania, a six-time 
Grand Slam winner, is set 
to retire from profession-
al tennis after playing in 
the Dubai Tennis Cham-
pionships beginning Feb-

ruary 19. Last month, Sa-
nia and Rohan Bopanna 
had finished runners-up 
in the mixed doubles in 
the Australian Open in 
Melbourne as they lost to 
Brazilians Luisa Stefani 
and Rafael Matos in the 
final. Interestingly, Sania 
claimed her first major in 
2009 at Melbourne Park, 
when she paired up with 
Mahesh Bhupathi. And 
she ended her illustri-
ous Grand Slam career 
at the same venue. From 
2009 to 2016, Sania Mir-
za won six Grand Slam 
doubles titles - three each 
in the women`s doubles 
and mixed doubles. In 
2015, she even became 
the world`s No. 1 in 
women`s doubles rank-
ing. “The journey of 
my professional career 
started in Melbourne in 
2005 when I played Ser-
ena Williams in the third 
round as an 18-year-old,” 
a teary-eyed Sania said 
after the Australian Open 
mixed doubles final
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Allahabad High Court issues notice to 
Censor Board, hearing on February 21

LUCKNOW: The Luc-
know Bench of Alla-
habad High Court has 
issued a notice to the 
Censor Board to file 
its reply on a PIL filed 
against upcoming mega-
starer ‘Adipurush’. The 
bench has fixed February 
21 as the next date of the 
hearing. A division bench 
of Chief Justice Rajesh 
Bindal and Justice BR 

Singh passed the order on 
the PIL moved by Kul-
deep Tiwari. The upcom-
ing Indian mythological 
film ‘Adipurush’ is based 
on the epic Ramayana. 
‘Adipurush’ is written 
and directed by Om Raut 
and produced by T-Series 
and Retrophiles. Shot si-
multaneously in Hindi 
and Telugu languages, 
the film stars Prabhas as 

Raghava, Kriti Sanon 
as Janaki, and Saif Ali 
Khan as Lankesh. The 
petition claimed that the 
film’s producers released 
the promo of the movie 
without obtaining a cer-
tificate from the Central 
Board of Film Certifica-
tion (CBFC), which is a 
clear violation of rules. 
The petition also raised 
objection to the costume 

worn by the actress who 
plays goddess Sita in 
the movie. It stated that 
people deeply believe in 
Lord Ram and the god-
dess Sita, but the film 
contradicts that belief. 
The petitioner has made 
actors parties to his peti-
tion and made the film’s 
producer and director the 
‘respondents’.

New Day, New Dance Video From Akshay 
Kumar’s Main Khiladi Collection

New Delhi: Akshay Ku-
mar’s Main Khiladi fe-
ver has taken over Bol-
lywood. The actor, who 
has been making every-
one groove to the remake 
version of the hit song 
Main Khiladi Tu Anari 
from his 1994 film of the 
same name, did the last 
take of the dance chal-
lenge with the “ladies 
in the house.” Akshay, 
on Wednesday, posted a 
video of himself dancing 
his heart out to the track 
with a group of perform-
ers, all dressed in black 
lehenga-choli. He wore a 
black kurta and white py-
jamas. Towards the end 
of the clip, Akshay Ku-
mar can be seen cheering 
for the dancers. “Last but 
not the least, Main Kh-
iladi with all the ladies 
in the house,” he wrote 
in the caption and added, 
“What are you waiting 
for, get grooving now! 
#Selfiee.” Earlier, Ak-
shay did the dance chal-

lenge for his film Selfiee 
with Salman Khan and 
Tiger Shroff but more 
on that later. First, check 
out his latest post: Ak-
shay Kumar, who has 
worked with Salman 
Khan in movies such as 
Jaan-E-Mann and Mu-
jhse Shaadi Karogi, made 
him shake a leg to Main 
Khiladi recently. Akshay 
posted a clip of himself 
and Salman nailing the 
hook step like pros. He 
wrote, “And when Main 
Khiladi captured Salman 

Khan’s imagination, it 
barely took him seconds 
to get on the beat. Phir 
kya bhai...bas dhoom 
machaai. Selfiee.” Be-
fore Salman Khan, Ak-
shay Kumar completed 
the dance challenge with 
his Bade Miyan Chote 
Miyan co-star Tiger 
Shroff. The duo can be 
seen performing the sig-
nature step in the clip, 
which ends with a hug. 
“So, Tiger Shroff played 
Main Khiladi with me 
and this happened!! How 

about you make a Main 
Khiladi reel with your 
bestie? I’ll repost,” Ak-
shay wrote while sharing 
the clip. Here, Akshay 
Kumar is seen groov-
ing to Main Khiladi with 
choreographer Ganesh 
Acharya. Post a com-
ment The original song 
Main Khiladi Tu Anari 
featured Akshay Kumar 
and Saif Ali Khan. The 
remake stars Akshay Ku-
mar, Emraan Hashmi, 
Nushrratt Bharuccha and 
Diana Penty. 

Karan Johar gives a shoutout 
to Kartik Aaryan’s Shehzada

Ram Charan’s Wife Upasana Apologises To Kiara Advani 
And Sidharth Malhotra For Missing The Wedding

New Delhi: Kiara Ad-
vani and Sidharth Mal-
hotra got married in the 
presence of family and 
a few friends in Jaisalm-
er’s Suryagarh Palace on 
Tuesday. The guest list 
included only a few close 
friends. Turns out, Ram 
Charan and wife Upasa-
na were also meant to at-
tend the wedding. How-
ever, they couldn’t make 
it. After Kiara Advani 

and husband Sidharth 
Malhotra shared their 
wedding album, Ram 
Charan’s wife Upasana, 
in the comments section 
of Kiara’s post, apolo-
gised for not attending 
the wedding and wrote: 
“Congratulations! This 
is so beautiful. Sorry we 
couldn’t be there. Lots 
of love to both of you.” 
Ram Charan, who will 
co-star with Kiara in di-

rector S Shankar’s un-
titled film, wrote in the 
comments: “Match made 
in heaven.” Read Upas-
ana’s comment here: 
nvovd33g Screenshot of 
Upasana’s comment on 
Kiara’s post. Meanwhile, 
other guests at Kiara Ad-
vani and Sidharth Mal-
hotra’s wedding includ-
ed Kiara’s Kabir Singh 
co-star Shahid Kapoor, 
who was accompanied 

by wife Mira Rajput. 
Kiara’s childhood friend 
Isha Ambani along with 
husband Anand Piramal 
were also present at the 
wedding. Juhi Chawla, 
who happens to be a a 
family friend of Kiara 
Advani, attended with 
husband Jay Mehta. 
Manish Malhotra dou-
bled up as a friend as 
well as the wedding cou-
turier. Karan Johar, who 
has worked with both 
Sidharth Malhotra and 
Kiara in multiple proj-
ects, was also an attend-
ee. The filmmaker gave 
Sidharth his big Bolly-
wood break with Student 
Of The Year in 2012. 
Kiara has starred in mul-
tiple projects backed by 
KJo’s Dharma Produc-
tions, including Good 
Newwz, Jugjugg Jeeyo. 
The duo also worked to-
gether in the 2018 Netf-
lix anthology film Lust 
Stories. The 2021 film 
Shershaah, starring Sid-
harth and Kiara, was also 
backed by Karan Johar. 

Kiara Advani and Sid-
harth Malhotra shared 
pictures from their wed-
ding last night on social 
media. In their caption, 
they referred to a dia-
logue from their 2021 
film Shershaah and she 
wrote:”Ab humari per-
manent booking hogayi 
hai We seek your bless-
ings and love on our jour-
ney ahead.”On the work 
front, Kiara Advani was 
last seen in Dharma Pro-
ductions’ Govinda Naam 
Mera, co-starring Vicky 
Kaushal and Bhumi Ped-
nekar. She also starred 
in Jugjugg Jeeyo, co-
starring Neetu Kapoor, 
Anil Kapoor and Varun 
Dhawan last year. She 
will next be seen with 
Ram Charan in a project. 
She will star with Kar-
tik Aaryan in Satyaprem 
Ki Katha as well. Post a 
comment Sidharth Mal-
hotra was last seen in the 
espionage thriller Mis-
sion Majnu with Rash-
mika Mandanna.

Anil Kapoor’s The Night Manager Look 
Approved By Jackie Shroff: “Lakhan, Ek Number”

Samantha Ruth Prabhu’s mythological film 
Shaakuntalam release postponed

MUMBAI: Makers of 
the upcoming mytho-
logical romantic drama 
film ‘Shakuntalam’ has 
postponed the theatri-
cal release of the film 
on Tuesday. Taking to 
Twitter, the makers of 
the film shared an official 
statement which reads, 
“We regret to inform our 
beloved audience that 
we would not be able to 
release Shaakuntalam 
this 17th of February, we 
would be announcing the 
release date soon. Thank 
you for your continued 
support and love.” The 
post was shared with the 
caption, “The theatrical 

release of #Shaakunta-
lam stands postponed. 
The new release date 
will be announced soon.” 
Earlier the film was slat-

ed to hit the theatres on 
February 17, 2023. The 
Pan-India mythologi-
cal romantic drama stars 
Samantha Ruth Prabhu 

and Dev Mohan in lead 
roles. The film is based 
on a popular Indian play 
Shakuntala by Kalidasa. 
Shakuntala is the wife.

New Delhi: Anil Kapoor 
and Aditya Roy Kapur’s 
web series, The Night 
Manager, is just 10 days 
away from its premiere 
on an OTT platform. 
Ahead of the release of 
his spy series, Anil Ka-
poor has been sharing 
posters of his character 
Shailendra Rungta, who 
is an arms dealer, and 
leaving his fans more 
intrigued about his up-
coming project. In his 
latest post, Anil Kapoor 
showed us the moods of 
Shailendra aka Shelly 
and it got the seal of ap-
proval from his Ram 

Lakhan co-star Jackie 
Shroff. Wearing a black 
overcoat and a blue muf-
fler, Anil Kapoor is look-
ing intense in the new 
posters, which also show 
him smoking. He bor-
rowed a line from ghazal 
maestro Jagjit Singh’s 
Dhuan Utha Hai and 
wrote, “‘Dhuan utha hai, 
kahin aag jal rahi hogi.’ 
Shelly woh aag bhi hai 
aur dhuan bhi [Shelly is 
that fire and that smoke, 
too].” Referring to his 
last image, Anil Kapoor 
added, “Disclaimer: 
Smoking is injurious to 
health.

New Delhi: The trailer 
of Kartik Aaryan-starrer 
`Shehzada` has been 
trending ever since it was 
unveiled on Thursday. 
From fans to members of 
the film industry, almost 
everyone went gaga over 
the trailer. Surprisingly, 
filmmaker Karan Johar, 
too, heaped praises on 
team Shehzada. Tak-
ing to Instagram, Karan 
wrote, “MASAALE SE 
BHARPOOR AUR EN-
TERTAINMENT KA 

ZABARDAST TAD-
KA! CONGRATULA-
TIONS TO TEAM SHE-
HZADA!” What makes 
Karan`s post-attention-
grabbing is his history 
with Kartik. Kartik and 
Janhvi were supposed to 
feature in KJo`s Dostana 
2 and the film`s shooting 
had already begun. But 
Karan`s production com-
pany Dharma Produc-
tions released an official 
statement, stating that 
the film would be recast. 

Neither Dharma Produc-
tions nor Kartik has pro-
vided any further infor-
mation about the matter. 
Since then, Kartik and 
Karan have maintained a 
distance. However, now 
it seems like all is well 
between the two. Com-
ing back to `Shehzada`, 
the film also stars Kriti 
Sanon, Manisha Koirala, 
Paresh Rawal, Ronit Roy, 
and Sachin Khedekar in 
the lead roles.


