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Delhi: Third bid to elect 
mayor fails as MCD 

House adjourned

Gangster Chhota Rajan’s 
Aide Arrested By Delhi Cops 

From Uttarakhand Jail

Delhi Court Takes 
Cognisance Of Charge 

Sheet In Shraddha 
Walkar Murder Case

BJP MP Compares PM Modi With Lord Ram
BJP MP C P Joshi, the Lok Sabha member from Chittorgarh, also said ‘Shabari’ was 

eagerly waiting to welcome Lord Ram in ‘Treta Yug’ (world age).
Delhi Feb 07: BJP member 
C P Joshi on Tuesday com-
pared President Droupadi 
Murmu with ‘Shabari’ and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi with Lord Ram, in-
voking incidents from the 
Hindu epic Ramayana. Ini-
tiating the debate on the 
Motion of Thanks on Presi-
dent’s Address, Joshi, the 
Lok Sabha member from 
Chittorgarh, said ‘Shabari’ 
was eagerly waiting to wel-
come Lord Ram in ‘Treta 

Yug’ (world age). Shabari 
is a character from Rama-
yana who was an ardent 
devotee of Lord Ram ”Dur-
ing this joint session when 
the honourable president 
was entering Parliament, 
it felt like Lord Ram was 
welcoming Maata Shabari 
at the doorsteps of Parlia-
ment to honour her,” Joshi 
said. BJP members raised 
“Jai Shri Ram” slogans when 
Joshi made a reference to 
the construction of Ram 

Temple in Ayodhya. Joshi 
also accused the Congress 
of creating hurdles in the 
construction of Ram Tem-
ple, and by telling the Su-
preme Court that Lord Ram 
was ‘imaginary’. He said the 
opposition party often ridi-
culed the BJP for holding 
out assurances on building 
the temple, but not spelling 
out the date when it would 
be completed. “Today, the 
biggest cultural and spiri-
tual centre is taking shape 

in Ayodhya,” Joshi said. The 
BJP member also took a dig 
at Rahul Gandhi’s ‘Bharat 
Jodo Yatra’, saying people 
had maintained a distance 
from the foot march in Ra-
jasthan. “Somebody was 
holding someone’s hand, 
somebody was hugging 
someone. I wish to say 
when some rituals do not 
take place at the right time, 
such things happen. There 
is an appropriate time for 
conception.

Integrative Medicine Centres
Will Be Opened At All Govt Medical Establishments: Health Minister
Delhi Feb 07: The Centre 
has decided to open Inte-
grative Medicine Centres at 
all government medical es-
tablishments in the country 
especially at AIIMS, Union 
Health Minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya said on Tues-
day. Opening such centres 
will help in harmonising 
the Indian and modern 
systems of medicine and 
providing joint multidis-
ciplinary care to patients, 
Mandaviya said.  The health 
minister and Union Minis-
ter of Ayush Sarbananda 
Sonowal on Tuesday jointly 
inaugurated an Integra-
tive Medicine Centre at the 
Department of Integrative 
Medicine of All India In-

stitute of Ayurveda (AIIA) 
at Safdarjung Hospital 
here. Integrative medi-
cine is aimed at harness-
ing the potential of India’s 
rich heritage and medical 
knowledge, along with us-
ing modern advancements 
in allopathy, Mandaviya 
said. Both traditional and 
modern medical practices 

would help in providing 
better avenues of health 
and wellness, he said. It is, 
thus, the need of the hour 
that different medical sys-
tems must not compete 
but complement each 
other. Only then we can 
ensure the wellbeing of our 
citizens and further help in 
achieving health for all,” he 
said. Mandaviya stated that 
the health and wellness 
programs are being run 
in more than 1,56,000 Ay-
ushman Bharat Health and 
Wellness Centres (AB-HW-
Cs) across the country. “In-
dia has achieved opening 
more than 1.56 lakh HWCs 
before December 31, 2022 
which are turning out to be 

crucial in providing various 
types of services to our citi-
zens,” he said. “The Govern-
ment has decided to open 
such Integrative Medicine 
Centres at all government 
medical establishments, 
especially all AIIMS in the 
country,” he said. Manda-
viya said that stakeholders 
like health sector experts, 
private medical sector 
are also pushing forward 
for this integrative medi-
cine approach. Today, the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and other global 
counterparts are appreciat-
ing India’s efforts in main-
streaming and streamlin-
ing different medicinal 
systems, he said.

4 More Arrested In Jammu 
Stone Pelting Case

Delhi Feb 07: Four more 
people, including a politi-
cal activist, were arrested 
in connection with stone 
pelting incidents during an 
anti-encroachment drive 
here last week, officials said 
on Tuesday. With this, nine 
people have so far been ar-
rested in this connection, 
they said, adding that two 
more people have been 
detained for questioning. 

Three policemen were in-
jured in stone pelting on 
February 3 during the anti-
encroachment drive to de-
molish a vehicle showroom 
situated in Malik Market in 
Narwal bypass area. ”Nine 
people have been arrested 
and six others have been 
detained till now in this 
connection,” a senior police 
officer said. The arrested 
include political activist 
Mehraj Din Malik, he said. 
Out of these, five people, 
including a businessman, 
were arrested and four 
people were detained on 
Sunday, while four others 
were arrested on Tuesday. 
The owner of the car show-
room.

RS Chairman Expresses Anguish Over
‘Proclaimed Boycott’ By Two Political Parties Of President’s Address

Delhi Feb 07: Rajya Sab-
ha Chairman Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Tuesday ex-
pressed anguish over two 
political parties abstaining 
the President’s address to 
the Joint Sitting of Parlia-
ment last week, saying it 
is for the “first time” in the 
country’s history that a 
“proclaimed boycott” has 
taken place. He was ap-
parently referring to the 
boycott of the address by 
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) and the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) on January 31, 
the first day of the Budget 
Session. “I share the an-
guish of many in the coun-
try that we created history 

of sorts. There have been 
walkouts, there have been 
something in the House 
when the Hon’ble presi-
dent addressed the joint 
session of Parliament. But it 
was for the first time in our 
country that political par-
ties proclaimed boycott,” 

Dhankhar said. He made 
the remarks in Rajya Sab-
ha after senior Congress 
leader Digvijaya Singh 
completed his speech on 
the ‘Motion of Thanks on 
the President’s Address’. 
He, however did not name 
any party. Dhankhar, who is 

the vice president of India, 
also expressed dismay, say-
ing even when President 
Droupadi Murmu was ad-
dressing the joint sitting, 
an “orchestrated” campaign 
was taking place outside. 
“Let us have respect for 
the highest constitutional 
office in every sense of 
the term,” he added. As he 
made the remarks, Oppo-
sition MPs of some parties 
were heard making their 
observations. Dhankhar 
said if one examines the 
Constitution, he or she will 
find that Parliament con-
sists of the president and 
the two Houses -- Lok Sab-
ha and Rajya Sabha.

Adani Row: Rahul Gandhi Alleges
PM Modi Favoured Gautam Adani With Deals, BJP 

Calls Comments Baseless And Shameless
Delhi Feb 07: Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi on 
Tuesday led the party’s 
charge against Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in the 
Parliament over the evolv-
ing Adani row. Following 
a report by Hindenburg 
Research that alleged that 
Gautam Adani-led Adani 
Group was engaged in a 
number of corrupt practic-
es and had inflated the val-
ue of its businesses artifi-
cially, the Congress and the 
Opposition have mounted 
an offensive on Modi, to 
whom Adani is said to have 
a close relationship. Speak-
ing in Lok Sabha, Rahul 
linked Adani’s meteoric rise 

to Modi’s coming to power 
and said “magic” happened 
after 2014 that propelled 
the businessman from the 
609th to the second spot 
on the global rich list. Ra-
hul also produced photo-
graphs of Modi in a plane 
with Adani and stepping 
off a plane with Adani logo. 
Speaker.

Education Department Under Sisodia
Had Proposed Abolition Of 244 Posts Of Principal: LG office

Delhi Feb 07: Delhi’s Edu-
cation Department under 
Manish Sisodia had pro-
posed to scrap 244 posts of 
school principals and these 
were “deemed abolished” 
as they could not be filled 
for five years, the lieuten-
ant governor’s office said 
Tuesday, days after the AAP 
leader alleged the LG was 
withholding appointment 
on these posts. LG V K Sax-
ena’s office also said con-
trary to the claims made 
by the deputy chief min-
ister, it did not agree with 
the proposal and instead 
advised the education de-

partment to get conducted 
a study on the abolition or 
creation of posts of princi-
pals. It also rejected charg-
es levelled against Saxena 
by Sisodia, terming them 
“patently false, bereft of 
facts, wrong, deliberately 

misleading and in utter 
disregard of constitutional 
provisions and orders of 
the High Court of Delhi”. 
Sisodia had told a press 
conference on Sunday that 
they had ensured the file 
for the appointment of 370 
principals was sent to the 
LG office, but only 126 were 
approved and the LG was 
withholding appointments 
of 244 posts on “flimsy 
grounds”. He had also ac-
cused the LG of taking over 
the services department 
unconstitutionally. The LG 
office rejected these claims. 
“The Education Depart-

ment, under Manish Siso-
dia, submitted a proposal 
for the revival of 126 posts 
and abolition of 244 posts 
of principal, for approval of 
Lt Governor,” it said. Accord-
ing to a ministry of finance 
memo dated April 12, 2017, 
these posts were “deemed 
abolished” as the educa-
tion department could not 
fill them for over five years, 
the LG office said. It said 
the finance ministry memo 
provides that a post falling 
in the category of “deemed 
abolished” cannot be filled 
without permission of the 
competent authority. The 

finance ministry memo 
also provides that posts 
remaining vacant for five 
years may be abolished 
immediately, it said. Out of 
the total 370 vacant posts 
of Principal, 126 posts were 
vacant for more than two 
years and 244 posts were 
vacant for more than five 
years bringing them within 
the purview of “deemed 
abolition” as per the fi-
nance ministry memo, it 
said. Contrary to the claims 
made by the deputy chief 
minister, the LG did not 
agree with the proposal of 
the education.

President Murmu 
to be chief guest 
at Delhi Univer-
sity convocation, 
over 1.5 lakh 
degrees to be 
awarded

Delhi Feb 07: President 
Droupadi Murmu will be 
the chief guest at Delhi 
University’s convocation 
during which over 1.5 lakh 
students will receive their 
degrees, a varsity official 
said. The varsity will hold 
its 99th convocation on 
February 25, according to 
an official notification. This 
year, the highest number 
of PhD degrees will be 
handed over, Dean of Ex-
amination DS Rawat told 
PTI. “President Droupadi 
Murmu will be the chief 
guest at the convocation 
where 1,57,426 students 
will receive their degrees,” 
he said. Union Education 
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han will be the guest of 
honour, Rawat added. 

Banks’ exposure 
to Adani group not 
large enough to af-
fect credit quality: 
Rating agencies

Delhi Feb 07: Global rat-
ing agencies Fitch and 
Moody’s on Tuesday said 
banks’ exposure to Adani 
group is not large enough 
to affect their credit quality, 
and bank ratings are driven 
by expectations that they 
would receive ‘extraordi-
nary’ sovereign support, if 
needed. “Fitch Ratings be-
lieves that Indian banks’ ex-
posure to the Adani group 
is insufficient in itself to 
present a substantial risk.

Interests of 
poor at centre 
of every bud-
get presented 
by BJP govern-
ment: PM Modi
Delhi Feb 07: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi asserted 
on Tuesday that interests of 
the poor have been at the 
centre of every budget pre-
sented by his government. 
Addressing the first BJP 
parliamentary party meet-
ing after the Union Budget 
was presented on February 
1, he said no one is calling 
it a “chunavi budget” (bud-
get influenced by polls) 
even though it was the 
last full-fledged one before 
the next Lok Sabha polls. 
Overall development and 
the interests of every sec-
tion of society have driven 
its proposals, he said. Even 
those who have been ideo-
logically opposed to the 
BJP have welcomed the 
budget, Union minister Pr-
alhad Joshi told reporters 
quoting Modi’s speech to 
the MPs.

Protest to contin-
ue until Adani is-
sue is discussed 
in Parliament: 
IYC outside LIC 
building
Delhi Feb 07: Members of 
the Indian Youth Congress 
staged a protest outside 
LIC Building at Connaught 
Place here on Tuesday de-
manding a probe into the 
allegations of fraud made 
against the Adani group in 
the Hindenburg research 
report. They said the agi-
tation will continue until 
the matter is not discussed 
in Parliament. They raised 
anti-government slogans 
holding placards that read 
“Adani Modi Bhai Bhai,” 
“Chowkidar Chor Hai” and 
“Adani Scam Exposed”. 
Youth Congress president 
Srinivas BV said, “Rahul 
Gandhi ji has been con-
tinuously speaking on this 
issue for the last several 
years, but the central gov-
ernment has been running 
away from this issue every 
time.” “But now no matter 
how much the Prime Min-
ister tries to save his friend, 
he will not be able.

Minister KTR Along with mr Akbaruddin Owaisi, Chief Secratary Ms Santhi 
Kumari, Mr Arvind Kumar (IAS, Spl Chief Secratary) Flag Off The First 3 
E-Double Decker Buses Ordered By Hyderabad MetropolitanIse  Authority 
(HMDA) Were Opened For Traffic Today. These Will Be Used For Tourism 

Purposes On Important Routes!
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Dharani portal helps resolve decade-old 
land issue in Mahabubabad

Mahabubabad: Thanks 
to the Dharani portal, a 
decade-old land issue in 
Narayanapuram village of 
Kesamudram mandal in the 
district was resolved in just 
about six weeks. Till date, 
225 farmers were given pat-
tadar pass books for an ex-
tent of 484.03 acres. There 
is a total of 1827.12 acres 
of land in this village which 
was formed as a Revenue 
village on May 31, 2018 
under 43 survey numbers. 
However, the new Revenue 
village and its survey num-
bers were not visible on on-
line revenue records due to 
some issues. ALSO READ 
Dharani comes as a boon to 
farmers of Bethupalli vil-
lage in Khammam Telan-
gana: Dharani portal clocks 
two years, registers 2.81 
lakh gift deeds Further, a pe-
culiar issue arose pertaining 
to six survey numbers with 
an extent of 1420.12 acres, 
which had patta numbers 
initially, later notified under 
forest and dis-reserved sub-
sequently, and further got 
transacted through registra-
tion in 1963. However, en-

tries in ‘pahanies’ continued 
in the name of Forest, and 
land possessors (farmers) 
were reflected under the oc-
cupant’s column over the 
years. Only some of them 
could obtain physical (old) 
pattadar pass books out of 
above 800 farmers in these 
six survey numbers. Once 
village data was ported in 
May 2022, the administra-
tion itself uploaded the ap-
plications for farmers, in 
Dharani TM 33 in a camp 
mode, considering the large 
number of farmers interests 
involved. On approval of 
the Chief Secretary (CS), 

notice period, eKYC re-
quirements, charges were 
waived-off with a view to 
facilitate these requests 
expeditiously. “Following 
this, notices were gener-
ated for the applications re-
ceived, obtained enquiry re-
ports from the field, verified 
against available copies of 
PPBs / entries in ‘pahanies’, 
available enjoyment survey 
details and processed. Out 
of these, 366 applications 
have been processed (ap-
proved) pertaining to an ex-
tent of 688.05 acres of the 
land,” District Collector K 
Shashanka told Telangana 

Today. “All farmers’ appli-
cations in these six survey 
numbers with a copy of 
old PPB/ entry in ‘pahani’ 
were attended to. To en-
able a new PPB generation 
for these approved cases, a 
special camp was set up in 
the village to mobilise ap-
plications under the GLM 
module while completing 
the eKYC procedures. The 
remaining 579 acres of the 
land is pertaining to more 
than 424 possessors who 
claim to have ‘Sadabaina-
ma’ and others without any 
documents,” he said, add-
ing that they were verifying 
documents of the current 
possessors to establish chain 
of ownership and to process 
their claims accordingly. “A 
long pending issue with a 
large number of farmers has 
been dealt through Dharani 
portal under the guidance 
of the higher officials in a 
time bound manner bring-
ing relief to hundreds of 
farmers spread over a large 
extent as Dharani applica-
tion has the flexibility to 
handle bulk issues wherein 
multiple issues like change 

of name, extent correction, 
changes in nature / type of 
land could be resolved by 
a single application from a 
farmer through the newly 
introduced TM 33 (PDC) 
module,” Shashanka said. 
Since the time bulk appli-
cations were uploaded by 
the end of September 2022, 
verification and further pro-
cessing of applications were 
completed in the next three 
weeks’ time. Immediately, 
approved applicants were 
made to apply under GLM 
and PPB got generated via 
approval in a week’s time, 
said the official. MPTC 
Dharavath Ravi said that 
the enjoyment survey of 
dis-reserved lands was 
conducted in June 2021 af-
ter a long fight. “Since the 
farmers were denied ‘Rythu 
Bandhu’ , we met the CS 
and other officials and sub-
mitted memorandums sev-
eral times. The village was 
merged into Kesamudram 
mandal from Chinnamup-
param revenue village of 
Nellikudur mandal in 2018. 
The total extent of land in 
the village.

Wholesale fish market to 
come up at Koheda

Hyderabad: Animal Hus-
bandry and Fisheries 
Minister Talasani Srini-
vas Yadav said a whole-
sale fish market with 
modern facilities would 
be set up on 10 acres at a 
cost of Rs 50 crore at Ko-
heda on the outskirts of 
the city. Srinivas Yadav, 
who held a review meet-
ing here on Friday, said 
the proposed fish market, 
along with the wholesale 
market, would have a re-
tail market, cold storage 
and canteen facilities. He 
said the fisheries sector 
has registered tremen-
dous growth since the 
formation of Telangana 
and Chief Minister K 
Chandrashekhar Rao was 
encouraging the sector in 
a big way by allocating 
adequate funds. ALSO 
READ KT Rama Rao 
meets Nadella, discusses 
‘business and biryani’ 
Winter chill to make 
comeback in Hyder-
abad Srinivas Yadav said 
Telangana was now at 

the top in terms of inland 
fish farming and fish pro-
duction has gone up to 4 
lakh tonnes from 1.9 lakh 
tonnes since the State’s 
formation. He said mod-
ern fish markets were 
being set up across the 
State so that fishermen 
could get good prices. 

The Minister directed of-
ficials to construct sheep 
and goat meat markets 
in all districts. He asked 
them to identify sites for 
setting up meat markets 
in districts and send pro-
posals to their respective 
district Collectors.

Expedite works on nine new medical 
colleges, Harish Rao directs officials

PlayUnmute Fullscreen 
Hyderabad: Health Min-
ister, T Harish Rao on 
Saturday directed the 
medical and health of-
ficials to expedite the 
works on nine new medi-
cal colleges being estab-
lished in the State. At 
a review meeting held 
here, the Minister asked 
the officials to complete 
the tender processes and 
commence the works. 
ALSO READ Telangana 
govt sanctions Rs 34 cr 
for establishment of five 
new medical colleges 
Under the guidance of the 
Chief Minister, K Chan-
drashekhar Rao, a record 
was created last year by 
starting eight new medi-

cal colleges in one go. 
“With the same spirit, 
steps need to be taken 
to commence MBBS 
classes this year in 
Karimnagar, Khammam, 
Kamareddy, Vikarabad, 

Jangaon, Nirmal, Bhu-
palpalli, Sircilla and Asi-
fabad districts,” he said. 
All arrangements should 
have been taken up by 
the time the National 
Medical Council team ar-

rives for inspection, Har-
ish Rao told the officials. 
Instructions were also is-
sued on early completion 
of works for the mother 
and child health (MCH) 
centres and readying the 

MCH centre at Nizam’s 
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (NIMS) at the ear-
liest. The meeting also 
reviewed the progress 
of works on 23 CHCs, 
13 Telangana Diagnos-
tic Centres in different 
districts, mortuaries and 
central drug stores. The 
Minister said nine critical 
care centres were being 
set up near areas that re-
port more road accidents 
and asked the officials 
to have these facilities 
ready at the earliest to 
provide care to acci-
dent victims. Directions 
were given to ensure that 
medicines were available 
at all the hospitals and a 
three-month.

Poaching case: Telangana 
HC hears arguments

Hyderabad: The two-
judge Bench of the 
Telangana High Court, 
comprising Chief Justice 
Ujjal Bhuyan and Justice 
N Tukaramji, on Friday 
inconclusively heard ar-
guments on the appeal in 
the MLA poaching case. 
The court heard for about 
three hours the argu-
ments by senior counsels 

L Ravichander and DV 
Seetharamurthy repre-
senting the accused in the 
case and senior counsel 
C Damodhar Reddy for 
the BJP State wing. The 
CBI also came before the 
court and said the SIT 
had not transferred the 
investigation material 
to them despite making 
an official request to the 

State Chief Secretary. 
ALSO READ Telan-
gana HC virtually hears 
pleas on CBI probe into 
poaching case To this, the 
Bench pointed out that it 
was seized of the matter 
and that the CBI could 
wait. It also assured the 
central agency that it 
would grant an opportu-
nity to the CBI to make 
submissions. The coun-
sels for the accused, who 
argued that 37 MLAs had 
defected to the BRS from 
other political parties 
since 2014, alleged that 
the State government had 
no credibility to question 
defections. Arguing that 
the police were part of 
the pre-planned registra-
tion and execution.

Telangana BJP Chief Bandi Sanjay Booked 
in Kamareddy Farmers Protest Case 

Hyderabad: A day after 
arresting the Telangana 
BJP chief Bandi Sanjay  
in Kamareddy who joined 
the farmers protest in Ka-
mareddy and shifting him 

to Hyderabad, the Telan-
gana police filed a case 
against the BJP leader 
on Saturday. Kamareddy 
farmers have been pro-
testing against the al-

leged inclusion of their 
agricultural lands in the 
industrial zone in a draft 
master plan for the town. 
Unconfirmed reports 
said that the police have 
booked eight BJP leaders 
including Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar in the Kamareddy 
farmers case. During his 
visit to Kamareddy, the 
state BJP chief visited 
the household of a farmer 
who allegedly committed 
suicide and consoled his 
family. Powered by “He 
has been booked under 
the Prevention of Dam-
age to Public Property 
Act (PDPP) act.

Industrial Zone Master Plan: Kamareddy 
Farmers File Plea in Telangana High Court

Farmers from Kamared-
dy district filed a writ pe-
tition in Telangana High 
Court on Saturday against 
the state government pro-
posed  industrial zone 
master plan. The farm-
ers approached the High 
Court challenging the 
declaration of the land as 
a recreational zone with-
out consulting them. The 
case is likely to come up 
for hearing on Monday. 
Powered by Farmers 
said that the master plan 
has been drafted only to 
distress them and that 

they are ready to knock 
on the doors of the Su-
preme Court if necessary. 
Farmers observed bandh 
called by the farmers 
joint action committee 
in the districts. Protests 
followed in the evening 
with Congress and BJP 
leaders joining the pro-
tests at Kamareddy Col-
lectorate. The farmers 
and police clashed with 
farmers raising slogans 
against the police and the 
district collector. Also 
Read: Kamareddy Tense 
After Bandh.

KTR to open LTIMindtree centre in Warangal soon: MLA Vinay Bhaskar
Hanamkonda: Govern-
ment Chief Whip and MLA 
Dasyam Vinay Bhaskar said 
IT and Industries Minister 
KT Rama Rao was likely 
inaugurate multinational 
IT services and consulting 
firm LTIMindtree’s centre 
under the GWMC limits 
next week. Speaking to 
Telangana Today, the MLA 
said LTIMindtree Execu-
tive Vice President Krishna 
Gollapudi had called on 
the Minister in Hyderabad 
on Tuesday and invited 
him for the inauguration in 
Warangal. “The State gov-

ernment is striving to pro-
vide employment oppor-
tunities to local people in 
Tier-II cities like Warangal 
by encouraging IT and ITES 
companies to set up their 
centres here,” the MLA said, 
pointing out that IT majors 
Cyient and Tech Mahindra 
were already working from 
the IT SEZ at Madikonda 
under the GWMC limits. 
The Minister would also 
inaugurate the BRS party 
office at Balasamudram 
near the MLA’s camp of-
fice in Hanamkonda and 
lay foundation for several 

other development works 
in Warangal West Assem-
bly constituency. He was 
likely to lay the foundation 
for a modern bus station 
planned in two acres in 
Warangal during his visit. 
The new bus station will 
be a 10-storied building 
with 32 platforms, park-
ing facilities and shopping 
zones. The Kakatiya Urban 
Development Author-
ity will be executing the 
Rs.75 crore project. The 
Centre said the establish-
ment of three airports – 
two brownfield airports at 

Warangal, Adilabad and 
one greenfield airport at 
Jakranpally of Nizamabad 
district in Telangana, was 
under its consideration. 
However, the Centre asked 
the State government to 
submit financial closure 
to consider giving neces-
sary approvals from the 
Civil Aviation Ministry and 
other regulatory authori-
ties for development of 
these airports. Respond-
ing to a question raised by 
BRS MPs Maloth Kavitha, 
B Venkatesh Netha and G 
Ranjith Reddy in the Lok 

Sabha on Thursday, Civil 
Aviation Minister VK Singh 
said the State government 
proposed three greenfield 
airports at Jakranpally 
(Nizamabad district), Pal-
vancha (Bhadradri Koth-
agudem) and Devarakadra 
(Mahabubnagar) along 
with three brownfield air-
ports at Mamnoor (Waran-
gal district), Basanth Nagar 
(Peddapally district) and 
Adilabad. Accordingly, the 
Airport Authority of India 
(AAI) conducted Techno-
Economic Feasibility Study 
(TEFS),
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TSMFC Chairman thanks CM KCR for Uplifts : 

“Irrespective of parties 
and places, development 
of entire Hyderabad is the 
ultimate motto of Telan-
gana Government”: Mu-
nicipal Administration 
Minister KTR in a review 
meeting on the progress 
development works in the 
Old City held at HGCL 
Office, Hyderabad. Min-
ister KTR said that under 
SRDP & CRMP, the road 
infrastructure has been 
strengthened through 
new flyovers & roads. 
Plans were afoot for Mir 
Alam Mandi market res-
toration and DPR for 
a cable bridge on Mir 
Alam tank is in process, 
the Minister added. Min-
ister Sri Mahmood Ali, 
MP Dr Ranjith Reddy, 
MLA Sri Akbaruddin 
Owaisi, Telangana CS A 
Santhi Kumari, Special 
CS of MAUD Arvind 
Kumar, Hyderabad Met-
ro Rail MD NVS Reddy 
& officials from GHMC, 
HMDA, HMWSSB, 
TSSPDCL attended the 
meeting.

Supreme Court Notice To Same-Sex Couple 
Who Challenged High Court Order

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court on Monday issued 
a notice to respondents 
on a petition filed by a 
girl in a same-sex rela-
tionship challenging the 
Kerala High Court order 
directing her partner to 
attend counselling ses-
sions. The supreme court 
stayed further proceed-
ings in the Kerala High 
Court till the next date 
of hearing. Earlier, the 
same-sex couple moved 
the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the Kerala High 
Court order directing one 
of them to attend coun-
selling sessions with a 
psychiatrist. A bench 
headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India DY Chan-
drachud asked the peti-
tioner’s lawyer to keep 

the brief ready and said 
it will hear the matter at 
the end of the board. Pe-
titioner’s counsel Advo-
cate Sriram P mentioned 
the plea before the Su-
preme Court seeking an 
urgent hearing. The Peti-
tioner challenged Kerala 
High Court’s January 
13, 2023 order whereby 
the High Court directed 
one of them to attend 
counselling sessions with 
a psychiatrist as far as 
her sexual orientation is 
concerned.  “Cannot Be 
Any Compromise On 
Hate Speech At All”: 
Supreme Court “Can-
not Be Any Compromise 
On Hate Speech At All”: 
Supreme Court Centre 
Appoints 13 Additional 
Judges To 3 High Courts 

Centre Appoints 13 Ad-
ditional Judges To 3 High 
Courts Bar Members 
Must Learn To Behave: 
Supreme Court On Odi-
sha Lawyers’ Protest Bar 
Members Must Learn To 
Behave: Supreme Court 
On Odisha Lawyers’ 
Protest In the petition, 
the same-sex couple said 
they are female as per 
their gender orientation 
and both wish to get mar-
ried and be together. But 
the parents of the detenu 
have kept the detenu in 
illegal custody against 
her will so as to impede 
the marriage between the 
petitioner and the detenu, 
the plea stated. It further 
said the petitioner is, in 
letter and spirit, challeng-
ing the interim orders 

dated January 24, 2023 
and February 2, 2023 all 
of which denied the pe-
titioner her fundamental 
rights. These orders have 
denied the detenu safety 
and liberty for a long 
period from January 9, 
2023 to the present day, 
the plea said. “The pres-
ent Special Leave Peti-
tion carries a substantial 

question of law among 
many others. Whether the 
High Court ought to have 
allowed the detenu the 
right to be heard physi-
cally in the safety and 
security of the building 
of the High Court,” the 
petition said, adding that 
the plea also raised the 
question.

“”Minister KTR review meeting on prog-
ress Development work in Old City”” 

Bengaluru: A man was 
shot by police in a busy 
marketplace in Karna-
taka’s Kalburagi after 
he threatened to attack 
the locals with a knife. 
Armed with a knife, the 
man, dressed in black 
vest and trousers, was 
standing in the middle of 
the Kalburagi super mar-
ket, gheraoed by cops on 
Sunday night, showed a 
video. A stream of curi-
ous onlookers too gath-
ered at the scene as the 
police tried to arrest the 
man. After a tense fa-
ceoff, he was shot in the 

leg and as he collapsed 
on the ground, the cops 
charged in with lathis and 
kicks. PromotedListen to 
the latest songs, only on 
JioSaavn.com “A miscre-
ant with knife was trying 

to attack the public near 
the supermarket. When 
police tried to stop and 
detain him, he even at-
tacked our police person-
nel. In self defence and 
for the safety of public.

In Karnataka, PM Explains Why Finance 
Minister Called Millets “Sri Anna”

Tumakuru (Karnataka): 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Monday 
revealed the rationale 
behind terming millets as 
‘Sri Anna’ as announced 

by Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
in her budget speech. Ad-
dressing a public rally 
in Tumakuru district, he 
said this name has been 

picked up from Karna-
taka where the millets 
are called ‘Siri Dhaanya’, 
which is a colloquial way 
of saying ‘Sri Dhaanya’. 
“People in Karnataka un-
derstand the importance 
of ‘thick food grains’ 
(millets). That’s the rea-
son that you all call it 
‘Siri Dhaanya’. The 
country is taking forward 
millets by respecting the 
sentiment of the people 
of Karnataka,” the Prime 
Minister said. “Now, the 
millets will be known 
as ‘Sri Anna’ across 

the country. ‘Sri Anna’ 
means the best among all 
the food grains,” Modi 
added as he sought to 
connect with people in 
poll-bound Karnataka, 
where assembly elections 
are due by May. This 
is the Prime Minister’s 
third visit to the state in 
less than a month. He is 
scheduled to inaugurate 
the Aero India show here 
on February 13 and un-
veil the airport in the dis-
trict headquarters town of 
Shivamogga on February 
27. Modi pointed out that 

Karnataka had been pro-
ducing Raagi (Madiya), 
Navane (foxtail millet), 
Saame (little millet), 
Haraka (Kodo), Kooralu 
(Browntop millet), Udalu 
(Barnyard Millet), Bara-
gu (Proso millet), Sajje 
(pearl millet), and Bili 
Jola (great millet). The 
Prime Minister received 
a cheerful response from 
the audience as he men-
tioned the popular food 
made of Raagi. “Who can 
forget the taste of ‘Raagi 
Mudde’ (Raagi balls) and 
Raagi Roti?

Hospital Staff Arrested For Sexually 
Abusing Patient In Kerala: Cops

Karate Teacher Jailed For 10 Years For 
Sexually Assaulting Minor In Karnataka

“”Minister KTR review meeting on 
progress Development work in Old City

TSMFC Chairman 
thanks CM KCR for Up-
lifts : Indian Horizon Bu-
reau Chief M.A.Samad : 
Hyderabad February 07 
; Mohd Imtiyaz Ishaq, 
Chairman, TSMFC 
has thanked K. Chan-
drashekar Rao , Hon’ble 
Chief Minister, Telan-
gana State for allocating 
Rs.2,200.00 crores for 
the upliftment of minor-
ity community in the 
State during the budget 
session of the Telangana 
State Legislative Assem-
bly - 2023. He has also 

thanked T. Harish Rao , 
Hon’ble Minister of Fi-
nance, Health-Medical 
& Family Welfare, K.T.  
Rama Rao Hon’ble Min-
ister of IT, Koppula Es-

hwar Hon’ble Minister 
for Scheduled Castes 
Development, Minori-
ties Welfare, Mohammed 
Mahmood Ali Hon’ble 
Minister Home, Prisons 
and Fire Services and 
A.K.  Khan Advisor for 
Minorities for allocating 
Rs.270.00 crores for the 
Telangana State Minori-
ties Finance Corporation. 
Also extending thanks for 
allotting 20,000 Sewing 
Machines. The BJP Gov-
ernment in Central has 
allocated the budget of 
Rs.3,097.60 crores only 

for entire 29 States of 
India, whereas the BRS 
Government in Telan-
gana State has allocated 
the budget for minorities 
Rs.2.200.00 crores this 
obviously proves that 
the Hon’ble Chief  Min-
ister of Telangana State 
is a Secular leader. The 
Chairman has praised 
K. Chandrashekar Rao , 
Hon’ble Chief Minister 
of Telangana State for 
extending his continuous 
support to the minorities 
in the State.

Mangaluru: The Udupi 
Additional District and 
Sessions Court and Fast 
Track POCSO Court 
has sentenced a karate 
instructor to 10 years of 
rigorous imprisonment 
and imposed a total fine 
of ₹ 22,000 on finding 
him guilty of sexually as-
saulting a 12-year old girl 
at a karate class in Padu-
bidri. The court judge 
Srinivasa Suvarna sen-

tenced Umesh Bangera 
to 10 years of rigorous 
imprisonment and im-

posed fine of ₹ 10,000 
each for offences under 
Section 6 of Protection 

of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act 
and Section 376 (rape) 
of IPC respectively. The 
karate instructor was also 
sentenced to one-year 
simple imprisonment and 
fined ₹ 1,000 each for 
offences under Section 
506 (criminal intimida-
tion) of IPC and section 
8 of POCSO Act. All the 
sentences will run con-
currently, 

Thrissur (Kerala): An 
electrician working in 
a hospital has been ar-
rested in Kerala’s Thris-
sur for allegedly sexually 
abusing a woman, who 
was admitted to Thris-
sur Government Medical 
College Hospital follow-
ing a failed suicide bid, 
police said on Monday. 
Dayalal, an electrician 
employed at Kodungal-
lur Taluk hospital near 

Thrissur, was arrested on 
the basis of the woman’s 
complaint. According to 

the police, the woman, 
who attempted suicide, 
was immediately taken 

to the taluk hospital in 
Kodungallur. She was 
later referred to the Gov-
ernment Medical College 
hospital. The accused ac-
companied the woman 
in the ambulance to the 
medical college and al-
legedly abused her when 
she was admitted to a 
room in the hospital on 
Friday, they said. The 
matter came to light after 
the woman informed.

TNGOU district Nizamabad met CCLA : 
Bureau Chief M.A.Samad : 
Nizamabad February 07 ; 
Today the  Hon’ble Chief 
Commissioner of Land Ad-
ministration (CCLA) was met 
in Hyderabad on behalf of 
TNGO’s under the chair-
manship of Honorable Em-
ployees JAC State Chairman 
Mamilla Rajender and TNGO 
State General Secretary Ray-
akanti Pratap who respond-
ed positively after a lengthy 
discussion on Dharani and 
Revenue issues.  Employees 
JAC District Chairman Aluka 
Kishan and TNGO District Secretary Sangam Amruth Ku-
mar thanked the Hon’ble Commissioner and the TNGO 

State President General Secretaries for their positive re-
sponse for their assurance that they would work to re-
solve the issues.

Government Old Age Home 
Building Inaugurates : 

Bureau Chief M.A.Samad : 
Nizamabad February 07 ; 
Dichpally mandal Rampur 
village with all amenities 
Rs.  Collector Rajiv Gandhi 
Hanumanthu along with 
Chairman of State Road 
Transport Corporation, 
Nizamabad Rural Legisla-
tor Bajireddy Govardhan 
and Legislative Council 
members V. Gangadhar 
Goud inaugurated the 
newly constructed govern-
ment old age home build-
ing by spending 50 lakh 
funds.  In the old age home 
premises Rs.  The founda-
tion stone was laid for the 
green park works which 
are being established at 
an estimated cost of five 
lakhs.  Visited various sec-
tions of the old age home 
and inspected the facili-
ties.  Participated in foun-
dation laying programs of 

other development works 
organized locally.  They 
were accompanied by 

ZPTC Bajireddy Jagan, DW 
Sudharani, Tehsildar Srini-
vas, MPDO Gopi.
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Gangster Chhota Rajan’s Aide Arrested 
By Delhi Cops From Uttarakhand Jail

New Delhi: Delhi Po-
lice has arrested gang-
ster Chhota Rajan’s aide 
Bhupendra alias Bhuppi 
and brought him to the 
national capital on tran-
sit remand from Utta-
rakhand, officials said 
today. Bhupendra alias 
Bhuppi, and accused in a 
2020 case of fake curren-
cies, was arrested from 
Haldwani jail in Uttara-
khand and presented in 
a court here after which 
he was sent to four-day 
custody. Bhuppi along 
with a gangster named 
Bunty were close aides of 
Chhota Rajan and has un-
derworld connections. As 
per police, Bhuppi was 
engaged in fake currency 
note business with terror-
ist Naushad, who was ar-
rested from Jahangirpuri 

in the national capital last 
month. Bhuppi has been 
absconding in a case dat-
ing back to 2020. Naush-
ad, who is already under 
arrest, will also be ques-
tioned, the police said. 
Naushad Ali and his as-
sociate Jagjit Singh alias 
Jagga were arrested last 
month from Jahangirpui. 
They were in touch with 
terrorists of the Harkat-ul 
Ansar outfit and the Hiz-
bul Mujahideen, which 
has been designated as 
a terror outfit in India. 
Naushad, the terrorist 
who was arrested in the 
Jahangirpuri area of the 
national capital had on 
interrogation earlier dis-
closed to Delhi Police 
that he received instruc-
tions from his Pakistani 
handlers and attempted 

going to Pakistan through 
Nepal twice but failed, 
sources claimed. The duo 
was also in touch with 
certain gangsters name-
ly Sunil Rathi, Neeraj 
Bawana, Irfan Chhenu, 
Hashim Baba, Ible Hasan 
and Imran Pehelwan, po-
lice have found. Both the 
arrested terrorists were 
tasked to carry out target-
ed attacks on “right-wing 
Hindu leaders,” accord-

ing to Delhi Police Wom-
an Poses As Bank Offi-
cial, Cheats Delhi Couple 
Of Rs 25 Lakh Woman 
Poses As Bank Official, 
Cheats Delhi Couple Of 
₹ 25 Lakh Man Robbed 
Of Rs 32 Lakh At Gun-
point In East Delhi: Po-
lice Man Robbed Of ₹ 
32 Lakh At Gunpoint In 
East Delhi: Police 2 Ar-
rested For Cheating Rail-
way Job Seekers Of Rs 

1.68 Crore: Delhi Cops 
2 Arrested For Cheat-
ing Railway Job Seekers 
Of ₹ 1.68 Crore: Delhi 
Cops According to the 
sources, during the inter-
rogation by the Special 
Cell, Naushad revealed 
that he was constantly re-
ceiving instructions from 
Pakistani handlers As-
faq and Suhail. Naushad 
had constant contact with 
Pakistani terrorist Asfaq 
alias Arif. Asfaq alias 
Arif is a special member 
of the terrorist organi-
zation Lashkar e Taiba. 
Naushad revealed during 
the probe that when he 
was in jail, he had met 
Nadeem associated with 
the terrorist organization 
Harkat-ul-Ansar. Sources 
said that Naushad also 
went to Nepal.

Delhi: Third bid to elect mayor 
fails as MCD House adjourned

NEW DELHI: The MCD 
House called for electing 
the mayor, deputy mayor 
and standing committee 
members was adjourned for 
the third time on Monday, 
soon after presiding officer 
Satya Sharma gave three 
controversial rulings, in-
cluding allowing the nomi-
nated aldermen to vote in 
the mayoral election. AAP 
leaders had several times 
in the past expressed the 
apprehension that this was 
likely to happen. On Mon-
day, the house meeting start-
ed half an hour late at 11.30 
am. Soon after, the presid-
ing officer announced the 
aldermen will participate 
in the elections for mayor, 
deputy mayor and standing 
committee members, which 
AAP later opposed. She 
added the polls for all posts 
will be held simultaneously 
and then debarred two AAP 
MLAs from participating 
in the proceedings, citing 

a session’s court ruling. 
The House didn’t function 
for even 45 minutes. Two 
months on, MCD doesn’t 
have a mayor The deci-
sion of MCD presiding of-
ficer Satya Sharma to allow 
nominated aldermen to vote 
in Monday’s mayoral elec-
tion didn’t go down well 
with the AAP councillors 
but they didn’t protest and 
remained silent except for 
senior councillor Mukesh 
Goel, who questioned the 
decision. “According to the 
May 11, 2016 judgment of 
the high court, aldermen 
can vote in the first House 

meeting, and on the basis of 
this order, I allowed them 
to participate in the elec-
tions. Though there is no 
precedent of aldermen par-
ticipating in the elections, 
we made this order the ba-
sis for taking the decision,” 
Sharma had earlier said. Ta-
bling the high court’s orders 
and a copy of the DMC Act 
before the presiding officer, 
Goel argued, “There are 
three high court judgments 
given in this regard, includ-
ing two of a single bench 
and one of a double bench, 
denying participation of the 
aldermen.

Delhi Man Kills Paralysed Father 
After He Peed On Bed

New Delhi: A 20-year-
old man was arrested for 
allegedly killing his para-
lysed father in Delhi’s 
Anand Parbat area, police 
said on Monday. The ac-
cused has been identified 
as Sumit Sharma. The 
police received informa-
tion regarding the death 
of a man, identified as 
Jitendra Sharma, around 
9 pm on Friday. When 
they reached the spot, 
they found Sharma lying 
unconscious in his bed, 
a senior officer said. He 
was shifted to RML Hos-
pital where an autopsy 
was conducted on Satur-
day, the officer said. The 
autopsy revealed it to be 
a case of strangulation. 
During the investigation, 
the statement of a neigh-
bour who was drinking 

with Sharma and his son 
till 6.30 pm on the day 
of the incident was re-
corded, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Central) 
Shweta Chauhan said. 
The accused alleged that 
their neighbour killed 
his father. However, af-

ter sustained interroga-
tion, he confessed to the 
crime, the police said. In-
dian-Origin Man Killed 
Father In UK; Was Found 
With 100 Alcohol Bot-
tles Indian-Origin Man 
Killed Father In UK; Was 
Found With 100 Alcohol 

Bottles US Man Arrested 
For Murder After His 
Father’s Body Found In 
Home US Man Arrested 
For Murder After His 
Father’s Body Found In 
Home Man Beats Father 
To Death Over Long-
Standing Dispute: Maha-

rashtra Police Man Beats 
Father To Death Over 
Long-Standing Dispute: 
Maharashtra Police The 
accused said his father 
was paralysed and he had 
to take care of him alone. 
He added that Sharma 
was an alcoholic and the 
two of them had been 
consuming alcohol since 
the morning on the day of 
the incident. In the eve-
ning, Sharma urinated on 
his bed and the accused 
allegedly strangled him 
out of frustration, Chau-
han said. Sharma’s wife 
left the family years ago 
as he allegedly used to 
assault her after consum-
ing alcohol, the police 
said. He used to work in 
a factory before taking 
up driving an autorick-
shaw. He was paralysed 

Not A Must For Delhi Metro To Give 
Drinking Water At Stations: Centre

New Delhi: It is not in-
cumbent upon the Delhi 
Metro Rail Corporation 
(DMRC) to provide free 
drinking water and toi-
let facilities at stations 
within the provisions of 
the Consumer Protection 
Act, 2019, the govern-
ment told Rajya Sabha on 
Monday. Minister of State 
for Housing and Urban 
Affairs Kaushal Kishore 
said this in a written re-
sponse to a query. “The 
decision to provide free 
drinking water and toi-
let facilities is within the 

domain of the concerned 
Metro Rail administra-
tion. It is not incumbent 
upon DMRC to provide 
free drinking water and 
toilet facilities at stations 
within the provisions of 
The Consumer Protec-
tion Act, 2019,” he said. 
The DMRC has, how-
ever, informed that “they 
have arranged drinking 
water facilities at stations 
by way of shops/kiosks/
water ATMs on payment 
basis”, Kaushal Kishore 
said.  Delhi Metro Uses  
Meme To Urge People 

Not To Shoot Reels In-
side Coaches ‘’Na-Na-
cho’’: Delhi Metro Uses 
‘RRR’ Meme To Urge 
People Not To Shoot 
Reels Inside Coaches 
Rajiv Chowk Metro Sta-
tion’s Gate No. 4 To 
Remain Closed From 
Sunday Rajiv Chowk 
Metro Station’s Gate 
No. 4 To Remain Closed 
From Sunday Man Jumps 
In Front Of Train At Del-
hi Metro’s Mandi House 
Station, Dies Man Jumps 
In Front Of Train At Del-
hi Metro’s Mandi House 
Station, Dies “Further, 
they have issued direc-
tions to all station staff to 
provide drinking water to 
passengers on demand. 
Further, toilet facilities 
are provided at all metro 
stations of Delhi met-
ro through outsourced 
agenc.

Delhi Court Takes Cognisance Of Charge 
Sheet In Shraddha Walkar Murder Case

New Delhi: A Delhi 
court on Tuesday took 
cognisance of a charge 
sheet filed by Delhi Po-
lice against Aaftab Amin 
Poonawala in the Meh-
rauli murder case. Police 
had filed the 6,629-page 
charge sheet on January 
24. Aaftab Poonawala 
is accused of killing his 
live-in partner Shraddha 
Walkar and chopping 
her body into pieces. The 
court posted the matter 
for scrutiny of the charge 
sheet on February 21. 
Poonawala, 28, allegedly 
sawed Mr Walkar’s body 
into 35 pieces and kept 
them in a 300-litre fridge 
for almost three weeks 

at his residence in south 
Delhi’s Mehrauli before 
dumping them across the 

city over several days. He 
was arrested on Novem-
ber 12.

Delhi’s Maximum Temperature Soars 
To 29 Degrees Celsius

New Delhi: Delhi on 
Monday recorded a 
maximum temperature 
of 29 degrees Celsius, 
six notches above nor-
mal and the highest in the 
month in two years, ac-
cording to the India Me-
teorological Department.  
The minimum tempera-
ture settled at 9.2 degrees 
Celsius, normal for this 
time of the year, it said. 
This is also the first time 
since 2011 that the na-
tional capital recorded a 
maximum temperature 
of 29 degrees Celsius or 
above in the first week 
of February. Normally, 
the city logs an average 

maximum temperature 
of 23.2 degrees Celsius 
from February 6 to 9. On 
Sunday, the city recorded 
a maximum temperature 
of 25.7 degrees Celsius, 

three notches above 
normal. It had logged a 
maximum temperature 
of 33.2 degrees Celsius 
on February 26 in 2021. 
Delhi Kabaddi Player 

Accuses Coach Of Rape, 
Extortion, Blackmail. 
Case Filed Delhi Kabaddi 
Player Accuses Coach Of 
Rape, Extortion, Black-
mail. Case Filed Delhi’s 

Maximum Settles At 25.3 
Degrees Celsius Delhi’s 
Maximum Settles At 25.3 
Degrees Celsius Man As-
saults Delhi Parking At-
tendant For Asking To 
Pay Fee, Arrested Man 
Assaults Delhi Parking 
Attendant For Asking To 
Pay Fee, Arrested The 
national capital’s 24-hour 
average air quality index 
(AQI) on Monday wors-
ened to 265 from 244 on 
Sunday. Strong surface 
winds are expected to 
improve the air quality 
from Tuesday. An AQI 
between 201 and 300 is 
considered ‘poor’, 301 
and 400 ‘very poor’ and 

Delhi Auto, Taxi Drivers To Wear Uniform, 
Face Fine For Violation

New Delhi: “All the 
drivers of taxi and auto 
rickshaw are hereby di-
rected not to drive the 
vehicle, without wearing 
prescribed uniform, fail-
ing which challan will 
be issued for violation 
of permit condition,” the 
Monday order read. The 
“habitual offender” may 
face “stringent action” 
for not wearing uniform 
ranging from heavy chal-

lan along with either 
suspension or cancella-
tion of driving licence or 
registration of vehicle, 

as deemed fit, it stated. 
Wearing of uniforms is 
also mandatory for driv-
ers of electric passen-

ger vehicles. Rajinder 
Soni, general secretary 
of Delhi Autorickshaw 
Sangh, said that the uni-
form will give the driv-
ers an identity. “How-
ever, there should not 
be a heavy fine, which is 
₹ 10,000, in case some 
driver fails to turn up in 
uniform because of any 
genuine reason. Present-
ly, the fine amount is not 
fixed, sometimes drivers 

Man Robbed Of 32 Lakh At Gunpoint 
In East Delhi: Police

New Delhi: Five men, 
two of them food delivery 
executives, were arrested 
for allegedly robbing ₹ 
32 lakh from a man at 
gunpoint near Hedgewar 
hospital in east Delhi, po-
lice said on Monday. The 
accused have been iden-
tified as Rihaan, 28, and 
Nazim, 27, both residents 
of Uttar Pradesh, and An-
saar alias Aahad Khan, 
30, Rahul Verma, 20, and 

Aakash, 25, all residents 
of Delhi, they said. On 
January 29, police got 
information regarding a 

robbery of ₹ 32 lakh near 
Hedgewar Hospital. The 
complainant said that 
three people came on a 

bike, hit him with the butt 
of the pistol and robbed 
him of his bag that had ₹ 
32 lakh in it, a senior po-
lice officer said. During 
the investigation, police 
checked several CCTV 
cameras and analysed the 
entry and exit route. Ver-
ma and Aakash were the 
first ones to be arrested, 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Shahdara) Rohit 
Meena said. At their in-
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Protests Block Parliament Soon After 
Opposition Says “Will Cooperate”

New Delhi: Both houses 
of parliament were ad-
journed within moments 
amid loud opposition 
protests and demands 
for an investigation into 
allegations linked to the 
Adani Group and invest-
ments of public sector 
firms. The disruptions 
stalled both Lok Sabha 
and Rajya Sabha soon 
after a meeting in which 
most opposition parties 
decided to participate in 
discussions while main-
taining their demand for 
a probe. Arvind Kejri-
wal’s Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) and K Chan-
drasekhara Rao’s Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) 
were the exceptions, in-
sisting that there should 
be no discussion in par-
liament without a debate 
on fraud allegations in-
volving the Adani Group. 
The Congress, AAP, 
Samajwadi Party and a 
dozen other parties dis-

cussed the opposition’s 
strategy in the meeting 
at Leader of Opposition 
Mallikarjun Kharge’s of-
fice in parliament. Most 
parties, barring AAP and 
BRS, favoured “coop-
erating with parliament 
proceedings” and allow-
ing the traditional debate 
on the President’s open-
ing address. The oppo-
sition parties said while 
they were ready to end 
the blockade, their prior-
ity would be to demand 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s response to 
US-based short seller 
Hindenburg’s allegations 
of accounting fraud by 
Adani Group companies. 
“Most Opposition par-
ties have decided to par-
ticipate in parliamentary 
proceedings from today 
and continue to raise their 
demand for a JPC (Joint 
Parliamentary Commit-
tee) into the PM-linked 
Adani ‘Maha mega 

scam’,” Congress leader 
Jairam Ramesh said in a 
tweet after the meeting. 
Opposition parties allege 
that the recent meltdown 
in Adani Group shares 
involves public money, 
as public sector compa-
nies LIC (Life Insurance 
Corporation of India) and 

SBI (State Bank of India) 
have invested in them. 
The Adani group says 
it has complied with all 
laws and disclosure re-
quirements. Both houses 
of parliament have been 
disrupted repeatedly be-
cause of protests linked 
to the Hindenburg-Adani 

row. Though there is a 
broad consensus among 
opposition parties on 
calling for a joint parlia-
mentary probe into the 
allegations, there are dif-
ferences over a strategy 
to corner the ruling BJP. 
AAP and BRS are against 
tamping down the pro-
tests in parliament unless 
the government agrees to 
a debate on the stock mar-
ket turmoil following the 
Hindenburg allegations. 
Post a comment Gautam 
Adani’s ports-to-energy 
business empire has lost 
more than $100 billion in 
value since the Hinden-
burg report emerged. The 
Adani Group has called 
the Hindenburg report a 
“malicious combination 
of selective misinforma-
tion and stale, baseless 
and discredited allega-
tions that have been test-
ed and rejected by India’s 
highest courts.

AAP Protests Outside BJP Office After 
Delhi Mayor Polls Stalled Again

New Delhi: The AAP 
staged a protest near the 
BJP headquarters here on 
Tuesday, a day after the 
presiding officer of the 
Delhi municipal House 
announced that members 
nominated by the LG will 
be allowed to vote in the 
mayoral election. Car-
rying placards, several 
AAP leaders and workers 
gathered at Rouse Avenue 
road and raised slogans 
against the BJP. Security 
around the BJP headquar-
ters was stepped up with 
heavy police presence 
seen in the area and mul-
tiple barricades erected at 
Rouse Avenue road. The 
Municipal Corporation 
of Delhi (MCD) House 
failed to elect a mayor 
even in the third attempt 
following a ruckus on 
Monday after Presiding 
Officer Satya Sharma 
said that the aldermen 
nominated by Lieutenant 
Governor (LG) will vote 

in the elections. The AAP 
said it would move the 
Supreme Court so that the 
mayoral polls can be held 
in a “court-monitored 
manner”. At BJP Meet, 
PM Modi’s ‘Mantra’ To 
Win 2024 Lok Sabha 
Elections At BJP Meet, 
PM Modi’s ‘Mantra’ To 
Win 2024 Lok Sabha 
Elections PM Modi At-
tends BJP Parliamentary 
Meet PM Modi Attends 
BJP Parliamentary Meet 
Chhattisgarh BJP Leader 
Dragged From Home, 
Killed By Maoists Before 
Family Chhattisgarh BJP 
Leader Dragged From 

Home, Killed By Mao-
ists Before Family The 
first two sessions of the 
MCD House -- held on 
January 6 and January 24 
-- were adjourned by the 
presiding officer follow-
ing a ruckus and acrimo-
nious exchanges between 
the members of the BJP 
and the AAP. According 
to the Delhi Municipal 
Corporation (DMC) Act, 
1957, the mayor and the 
deputy mayor are to be 
elected in the very first 
session of the House after 
the civic polls. Howev-
er, it’s been two months 
since the municipal.

Lekshmana Chandra Victoria Gowri Sworn in as 
Additional Judge of Madras HC After SC Dismisses Plea

Chennai: Lawyer Leksh-
mana Chandra Victoria 
Gowri, who faced oppo-
sition from a section of 
legal fraternity to her ap-
pointment to the higher 
judiciary for her alleged 
‘hate speech’ against mi-
norities, on Tuesday took 
oath of office as the ad-
ditional judge of Madras 
High Court. Gowri in her 
address after sworn in as 
additional judge asserted 
that she would dispense 
justice in realising the 
dreams of the makers of 
the Constitution. Fol-
lowing usual practice, 
including reading out the 
Warrant of Appointment 
issued by the President 
and a Central govern-
ment notification, Gowri 
was administered the 
oath of office by Act-
ing Chief Justice of Ma-
dras High Court Justice 
T Raja. In her speech, 
Gowri expressed grati-
tude and thanked former 

Chief Justice of Madras 
High Court, Justice Mu-
nishwar Nath Bhand-
rai, former Acting Chief 
Justice Justice M Du-
raiswami (Retired) and 
Acting Chief Justice, T 
Raja for reposing faith in 
her and for recommend-
ing her name for the post 
of judge. She thanked the 
Supreme Court judges 
including the Chief Jus-
tice D Y Chandrachud. 
Gowri said she hailed 
from a very remote vil-
lage (West Neiyur) in 
Kanyakumari district of 

Tamil Nadu
 and is a first generation 
lawyer from a ‘very ordi-
nary family.’ She thanked 
all her senior advocates, 
including Maniraj and 
Jacob Fletcher. She is an 
alumnus of Madurai Law 
College. Finally, she said 
she bowed to the ‘noble 
feet of my husband Thi-
ru Thulasi Muthu Ram’ 
who stood by her in all 
her ‘experitments’... Fa-
cilitating ‘the flow of my 
life like an enchanting 
river without stagnation.’ 
She thanked her two 

daughters. by TaboolaS-
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SYMBOLIST TECH-
NOLOGY PRIVATE 
LIMITED Also, she said: 
“I bow to the noble feet 
of all the elder brother 
and sister judges who are 
on the dais and who are 
watching from my be-
loved Madurai Bench..” 
She also thanked mem-
bers of the Bar and 
sought their blessings. 
Citing a quote of Swami 
Vivekananda, Gowri 
said she is conscious that 
she is handed over the 
‘greatest responsibility 
of being a judge’ to work 
for the cause of the ‘un-
heard and the oppressed 
voices of the poorest of 
the poor, to liberate the 
marginalised, ‘scuttle’ in-
equalities of society and 

nurture fraternity in the 
diverse country. “With 
all humility, I undertake 
to dispense justice in 
realising the dreams of 
the makers of our Con-
stitution. Thank You. Jai 
Hind.” Earlier today, the 
Supreme Court on Tues-
day refused to entertain 
a plea seeking to re-
strain lawyer Lekshmana 
Chandra Victoria Gowri 
from taking oath as a 
judge of the Madras High 
Court. Besides Gowri, 
four others also took 
oath as additional judges 
of the High Court. Pil-
laipakkam Bahukutumbi 
Balaji and Kandasamy 
Kulandaivelu Ramak-
rishnan (both advocates), 
Ramachandran Kalaim-
athi and K Govindarajan 
Thilakavathi (both wom-
en judicial officers) took 
oath as additional judges. 
Their tenure (as addition-
al judge) is for two years.

Hillary Clinton To Visit Ellora Caves, 
Temple In Maharashtra Tomorrow

Aurangabad: Former US 
secretary of state Hillary 
Clinton will on Tues-
day arrive in Maharash-
tra’s Aurangabad district 
where she will visit the 
world famous Ellora 
Caves on Wednesday, an 
official said. Clinton, who 
was on a visit to Gujarat 
for the last two days, will 
arrive in Aurangabad on 
Tuesday afternoon and 
head to Khultabad town 
for an overnight stay, he 
said. On Wednesday, she 
will visit Grishneshwar 
temple, which is the 12th 
jyotirlinga in the country, 
and the Ellora Caves, the 

official said. Around 100 
policemen will be de-
ployed for her security 
during the Aurangabad 
visit, he added. On Mon-
day, Clinton announced 
a Global Climate Resil-
ience Fund of 50 mil-
lion dollars for women 
to fight climate change in 
association with the Self 
Employed Women’s As-
sociation (SEWA) found-
ed by late activist Ela 
Bhatt. The fund will em-
power women and com-
munities to fight climate 
change and help provide 
new livelihood resources 
and education, she said. 

Hillary Clinton, On Gu-
jarat Visit, Announces 
$50 Million Climate 
Fund For Women Hillary 
Clinton, On Gujarat Vis-
it, Announces $50 Mil-
lion Climate Fund For 
Women Hillary Clinton’s 
Climate Change Warn-
ing To Women Workers 
In India Hillary Clinton’s 
Climate Change Warning 
To Women Workers In 
India Hillary Clinton To 
Pay Respects To SEWA 
Founder Ela Bhatt In Gu-
jarat Tomorrow Hillary 
Clinton To Pay Respects 
To SEWA Founder Ela 
Bhatt In Gujarat Tomor-
row She attended a pro-
gramme in Ahmedabad 
on Sunday to mark 50 
years of SEWA as a trade 
union and paid homage 
to its founder and re-
nowned social activist 
Ela Bhatt, who passed 
away in November last 
year. Clinton visited salt 
pan workers in the Little 
Rann of Kutch.

At BJP Meet, PM Modi’s ‘Mantra’ To Win 2024 
Lok Sabha Elections

New Delhi: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi had a 
poll mantra for BJP lead-
ers to fight anti-incum-
bency in the 2024 gener-
al elections at a meeting 
of party MPs today. He 
said if the party lawmak-
ers reach out to the vot-
ers, “there will be no an-
ti-incumbency”. “Party 
MPs should go to their 
constituencies and stay 
connected with the pub-
lic,” said PM Modi. He 
was addressing the first 
BJP parliamentary party 
meeting after the Budget 
announcement on Feb-

ruary 1. PM Modi said 
even though it was the 
last full-fledged Bud-
get before the next Lok 
Sabha polls, “no one 
has the courage to term 
it a ‘chunavi’ Budget 
(Budget influenced by 
polls)”. “The poor and 
marginalised were the 
focus of the budget,” he 
said, asking all the MPs 
to go to their constitu-
encies and “talk to the 
people about what they 
have got from the Bud-
get”. The Prime Minister 
had earlier also stressed 
the importance of out-

reach to the voters. At 
the BJP National Execu-
tive last month, he asked 
party leaders to gear up 
for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. “We have 400 days 
(until the big Lok Sabha 
elections) and we have 

to do everything to serve 
the people. We have to 
create history,” senior 
BJP leader Devendra 
Fadnavis quoted him as 
saying iduring the two-
day meeting. PM Modi 
had also asked the BJP 

members to reach out to 
every section of society, 
without electoral consid-
erations. “The BJP is no 
longer merely a political 
movement but a social 
movement as well that 
is working to transform 
socio-economic condi-
tions,” he told the 350-
odd party members who 
attended the session. In 
the next year’s election, 
the BJP will seek a third 
straight term and hopes 
to override any anti-in-
cumbent sentiment over 
its 10-year rule. In De-
cember, the BJP.

PM Modi Attends BJP 
Parliamentary Meet

New Delhi: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi participated 
in Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) parliamentary party 
meeting today. BJP national 
president JP Nadda felici-
tated Prime Minister Modi 
on arriving for the meeting. 
The weekly meeting of the 
BJP in the Parliament takes 
place every Tuesday when 
the House is in function. 
Discussion on crucial is-
sues, including the recently 
passed Union Budget 2023-
24 is likely to take place in 
this meeting. The budget 
session of Parliament start-
ed on January 31 this year 
with the joint address by 
President Droupadi Murmu. 

Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman pre-
sented the Budget 2023-24 
on February 1. Since then 
there has been no business 
in Parliament because of the 
continued logjam over the 
Adani issue. The Opposi-

tion has demanded that the 
government should come 
up and respond in Parlia-
ment about the Adani stock 
issue following which dis-
ruption has been witnessed 
in both Houses.

Budget waters down farm sector
At a time when there is a 
twin crisis in agriculture: 
in food and fertilizers, cre-
ating fears of a fall in pro-
duction and availability of 
food, rise in food inflation, 
and shooting up prices of 
fertilizers and other farm 
chemicals, the budget mis-
erably fails in addressing 
the most pressing prob-

lems in Indian agriculture. 
Unfortunately, it lacks sci-
entific and grounded vi-
sion which was the need 
of the hour. The farmers 
were expecting that food 
and fertilizers subsidies 
would be retained or in-
creased. But, the budget 
proved otherwise. The 
expectations of the farm 

sector from the budget 
were two-fold. One, it must 
have taken steps to raise 
net incomes from cultiva-
tion, and two must-have 
protected farmers and 
consumers from the food 
and fertilizer crisis. But, the 
budget has failed on both 
counts. The food subsidy 
was cut from Rs 2.87 lakh 

crore in 2022-23 (RE) to Rs 
1.97 lakh crore in 2023-24 
(BE). Fertilizer subsidies 
have also been cut from 
Rs 2.25 lakh crore to Rs 
1.75 lakh crore. These cuts 
would prove disastrous 
for the farmers and would 
leave them at the mercy 
of the market forces. The 
already disturbed input 

and output ratios of the 
production of crops would 
put the survival of farm 
families at stake. The ag-
riculture sector proved to 
be a saving grace in boost-
ing the economy when all 
other sectors were on the 
decline, especially during 
the crucial phase of Cov-
id-19. This stands authenti-

cated by economic surveys 
which say that the agricul-
ture sector has grown at 
an average annual growth 
rate of 4.6% in the past six 
years. However, instead of 
getting a better deal, agri-
culture and rural incomes 
are under stress. The pur-
chasing power of the rural 
population has declined 

due to higher inflation in 
rural areas which has re-
sulted in negative real ru-
ral growth and has been a 
matter of concern for the 
fast-moving consumer 
goods and other consum-
er durables players. Official 
data show that between 
2020-21 and 2022-23, an-
nual growth rates in agri-

culture and allied sectors 
have been stagnant be-
tween 3% and 3.5%. The 
real incomes from cultiva-
tion have fallen in absolute 
terms after 2015. The rise 
in support prices between 
2020-21 and 2021-22 bare-
ly covered the rise in input 
cost, hardly leaving any 
space.
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Hollywood Is Always 
Punctual. Bollywood 

Runs On Indian 
Stretchable Time

Over the years, I have 
interviewed Bolly-
wood and Hollywood 
stars, the biggest and 
the busiest actors from 
each. The one thing 
that’s a given at most 
Bollywood events is 
that the talent just do 
not make it on time. 
Whether they can’t or 
won’t - they just don’t. 
A handful of actors like 
Amitabh Bachchan do 
come on time for every 
event, but I can count 
professionals like him 
on my fingers. And on 
the other hand, each 
time I travel to inter-
view Hollywood actors, 
these A-listers with fan 
followings across the 
globe and with tons of 
commitments reach the 
venue bang on time. I 
can’t think of even one 
instance when a Hol-
lywood star made me 
wait. If Hollywood can 
be punctual, why must 
Bollywood run on In-
dian Stretchable Time? 
I just got back from the 
Avengers: Infinity War 
media junket in Singa-
pore. Interviews were 
lined up with actors 
Benedict Cumberbatch, 
Karen Gillan, direc-
tor Joe Russo and co-
producer Trinh Tran. 
The roll time for the 
interview was 10 am, I 
was asked to be seated 
outside the interview 
room at 9:50 am. After 
a couple of minutes, I 
looked at my watch, 
it was 9:57. Finally, a 
Hollywood interview 
that wouldn’t start on 
time? At 9:59, on the 
dot, the door of the lift 
at the end of the corri-
dor opened and Bene-
dict and Karen walked 
towards their interview 
rooms with one guard 
and one manager. I 
was inside the room in 
the next 30 seconds, 
and the cameras rolled 
at dot 10. Can’t not be 
impressed with how 
seriously they stick to 
their commitment and 
follow the show flow. 
When I interviewed 
Mark Hamill in Japan 
in December for Star 
Wars: The Last Jedi, 
the first question he 
asked me was, “Hope 
you didn’t have to wait 
long to see me?” And I 
didn’t have to wait at 
all. Maybe the delays 
in B-Town have got 
to do a lot with people 
around the stars like 
organizers and event 
managers. But I guess 
if the celebrity says he/
she would like to be on 
time, I am sure the or-
ganizers wouldn’t mind 

making that happen. 
There was a time when 
Aamir Khan would turn 
up everywhere on time; 
he liked it that way. 
Once, I was traveling 
with him from Delhi to 
Mumbai and his staff 
didn’t inform him that I 
had arrived in the lobby 
- we were to leave to-
gether for the airport. 
He was mighty upset 
with his staff, he asked 
them why he hadn’t 
been told I was waiting 
and then he told them 
that he would discuss 
this in detail once they 
got home. But even 
Aamir changed over 
the years. I don’t doubt 
that he still wants to be 
on time and do the job, 
but maybe they pack 
too much into one day. 
If one meeting starts 
or ends late, then their 
entire schedule goes 
for a toss. Any film 
journalist will tell you, 
waiting for one hour is 
considered absolutely 
normal in Bolly-land. 
If Shah Rukh Khan 
turns up in an hour af-
ter the scheduled time, 
that is considered early. 
If it’s an event where 
SRK is making an ap-
pearance, the only 
question journos ask 
the publicists is, “Has 
SRK left home?” A few 
months ago a journalist 
asked SRK about be-
ing late. In this video, 
SRK explains why he 
is late. Watch SRK’s 
explanation about be-
ing late for events. 
ALSO READ Amitabh 
Bachchan Found The 
Perfect Throwback Pic 
For Backstory On His 
Nickname Amitabh 
Bachchan Found The 
Perfect Throwback 
Pic For Backstory On 
His Nickname Pathaan 
Box Office: Shah Rukh 
Khan Starrer Breaks 
Records in India and 
Overseas Pathaan Box 
Office: Shah Rukh 
Khan Starrer Breaks 
Records in India and 
Overseas Nora Fate-
hi In A Slinky Lime 
Backless Dress By The 
Beach Is Peak “Birth-
day Behaviour” Nora 
Fatehi In A Slinky 
Lime Backless Dress 
By The Beach Is Peak 
“Birthday Behaviour” 
He explains, “Every 
time I am late it’s be-
cause I have been told 
by the organizer to 
come late and people 
think I am late because 
I like to come late.” He 
even promised that he 
would get everywhere 
on time in future.

A civil general who despised civilians: Gen 
Musharraf’s peace overtures were overrated

You don’t exactly shed 
copious tears when mili-
tary dictators, past or 
present, die. But it must 
be said to the dubious 
credit of General Pervez 
Musharraf that he had a 
cult following not only 
in his country, Pakistan, 
but also some grudging 
admirers, or rather hope 
addicts, on the side of 
the Indian border that his 
army used to violate with 
impunity. So what/who 
was he? India’s Congress 
party MP and former UN 
diplomat Shashi Tharoor 
is in the dock for reading 
some of the tea leaves left 
behind by Musharraf’s 
legacy as a leader who 
strived for peace rather 
late in his career. I don’t 
blame Tharoor. The gen-
eral had a civil style that 
was charming, but he 
was far from a civilian. 
You have to take a deep 
breath and take stock of 
his context, approach, 
and mindset to truly as-
sess his personality. Facts 
help, especially when 
seen in chronological or-
der and keeping in mind 
that a smart general can-
not be a lone ranger in a 
diplomatic, political, or 

military game involving 
hundreds of millions of 
people. Yes, Gen Mush-
arraf was the butcher of 
Kargil, if the number of 
dead soldiers, both Indian 
and Pakistani, were to be 
counted for his adventur-
ist violation of the Line 
of Control in Kashmir in 
1999. Yes, he is a mili-
tary strongman who was 
shrewd enough to start 
a successful coup liter-
ally from the skies when 
elected civilian prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif 
tried to sack him months 
later while he was on a 
flight back from Sri Lan-
ka. Benign views about 
Musharraf as a man of 
peace come from reports 
about his talks with then 
prime minister Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee in July 
2001 at Agra, not from 
his own birthplace Delhi. 
His so-called ‘four-point 
solution’ to the Kashmir 
dispute with India in-
volved demilitarisation 
of Kashmir, self-gover-
nance, and free move-
ment of people across 
the LoC. under joint su-
pervision. The formula 
emanating from the Agra 
summit was attempted to 

be carried forward by BJP 
leader Vajpayee’s succes-
sor Manmohan Singh of 
the Congress party. It all 
sounds so good, but for 
the fact that Gen Mush-
arraf was himself the el-
ephant in the room. As a 
military dictator, he may 
have tried the old military 
belief that once you show 
strength, the rivals come 
to the table. That does 
not always work. First 
up, he badly lost the Kar-
gil Conflict, and it was 
he who lacked strength. 
Secondly, as someone 
who overthrew an elect-
ed government, he lacked 
credibility. How can two 
countries that already had 
a trust deficit go on with 

an arrangement that has a 
credibility deficit as well? 
Here’s where we need 
to understand the wider 
context. Musharraf was 
in China in May 1999, 
the month when the Kar-
gil conflict happened, in 
his role as army chief. 
And two months after he 
seized power in October, 
Pakistan’s military wing, 
the Inter-Services Intel-
ligence (ISI) was linked 
to the December 1999 hi-
jack of an Indian Airlines 
flight from Kathmandu 
that led to India releas-
ing Islamist terrorists at 
Kandahar in Afghanistan, 
where it was the ISI that 
set up the Taliban rule 
in 1996. Pakistan also 

has strong military ties 
in with Sri Lanka, an is-
sue that hardly figures in 
India’s diplomatic circles 
but is of immense signifi-
cance if you consider the 
idea that a military notion 
of surrounding one’s ad-
versary is to be brought 
into play. Pakistan 
has consistently voted 
against human rights res-
olutions against Colombo 
in the UN, and in return, 
as it were, Sri Lanka has 
stayed neutral in the UN 
on issues linked to Kash-
mir. Sri Lanka was a base 
for Pakistan’s military 
during the East Pakistan 
war in 1971 which led 
to the liberation of Ban-
gladesh thanks to the In-
dian army. Pakistan later 
supplied Sri Lanka with 
military aid and training 
to fight the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam. In-
terestingly enough Paki-
stan eventually sought 
Sri Lanka’s support on 
counter-insurgency when 
it was itself hit by ter-
ror attacks. Fun fact: 
Pakistan’s ISI has even 
produced TV dramas 
(serials) to strengthen its 
domestic base by glorify-
ing the army in its scripts. 

Now that Pakistan’s army 
has also dispensed with 
elected Prime Minister 
Imran Khan, once its 
blue-eyed boy, it is clear 
who is the boss - or wants 
to be. Last but not least, 
Pakistan’s military under 
Musharraf’s leadership 
was seen helping bloody 
rioters in Karachi when 
clashes had erupted be-
tween the supporters of 
deposed Supreme Court 
chief justice Iftikhar Mo-
hammad Chaudhry and 
activists of the MQM 
party. About 50 people 
died in the riots. As a re-
port in Karachi’s Dawn 
newspaper noted: “May 
12, 2007, will live long 
in infamy. A dictator 
fending off a populist 
challenge from a de-
posed chief justice had 
turned to his political al-
lies to stage a show of 
strength.... whatever the 
role of the MQM, it is 
undeniable that Karachi 
was plunged into chaos 
on May 12 because Per-
vez Musharraf desired 
that Iftikhar Chaudhry 
not enter the city.” In es-
sence, Musharraf was cut 
from the cloth of a Paki-
stan.

Dependency trap: Chinese strategy to mute 
global response to its multidomain aggression

China is known to en-
trap weaker economies 
through its debt trap, but 
the bigger threat, not so 
much talked about, is its 
strategy to entrap stron-
ger economies like US, 
G7 Countries as well as 
India into its dependency 
trap, which indirectly 
mutes counter actions 
against Chinese aggres-
sive design, irrespective 
of its magnitude, dimen-
sion and implications. 
How Grave is Chinese 
Aggression? China has 
launched multi-domain 
aggression on most 
countries of an unprec-
edented magnitude, but 
it has not been acknowl-
edged globally to avoid 
responding aggressively 
to it. The western world 
has been keenly counting 
the casualties in Russia 
Ukraine War and collec-
tively contesting against 
Russia, whereas the casu-
alties’ figures caused by 
China through corona-
virus by direct invasion 
on to global health sys-
tem remains unpunished. 
China lied, and people 
died is a common slogan 
but the clamour to probe 
into its origin seems to be 
waning, once the US got 
dragged into the contro-
versy of gain of function 
research. After two years 
of the pandemic, it ap-
pears that the world has 
to lump the bitter pill to 
assume that coronavirus 
originated from nowhere! 
While global deaths of 
over 6.7 million people 
may not be attributed to 
China alone, but the de-
lay in the declaration of 
the pandemic by tamed 
WHO and not control-
ling international flights 
two years back to avoid 
its economic setback by 
China is certainly a di-
rect assault on global 

health. The death due to 
coronavirus certainly ex-
ceed deaths in all wars of 
many decades put togeth-
er. China has once again 
unleashed the infection 
by suddenly opening up 
after the draconian ‘ze-
ro-Covid’ policy due to 
unprecedented domestic 
protests and has threat-
ened countries like Japan 
and South Korea trying to 
test people arriving from 
China by visa stoppages, 
thereby forcing them to 
accept infected Chinese, 
but there is no unified 
global response. Many 
countries like Thailand 
have succumbed to its 
pressure by doing away 
with tests putting their 
people at risk. It embold-
ens China that the world 
is ready to adjust to its 
needs and lump its ag-
gression. Its blatant re-
fusal to share data which 
impacts global health 
hasn’t seen any sanc-
tions by the world com-
munity and organizations 
meant to take action. No 
one has gone beyond ex-
pressing concerns and no 
resolution was sought to 
force China to share in-
formation to protect the 
lives of others. As a to-
ken Chinese reluctantly 
released the first official 
deaths toll of almost 
60,000 Covid-related 
deaths in a month, after 
suddenly lifting con-
trols on the ‘zero-Covid 
policy’ with over 90 per 
cent of casualties of over 
65 years as per its Na-
tional Health Commis-
sion. This appears to be 
a gross under-report by 
referring Covid as fever 
and not reporting fever 
deaths as Covid-related 
deaths. Is CCP cleans-
ing older people using 
COVID, who were left 
least vaccinated due to its 

awkward policy, to get 
the correct demographics 
for mass manufacturing? 
In other domains too in-
cluding Chinese incre-
mental encroachment, 
the global response has 
been inadequate, be it 
grabbing inhabited fea-
tures in the South China 
Sea and converting them 
into military bases and 
junking all rulings of 
PCA on the subject. Its 
aggression on Himalayan 
borders is being respond-
ed to by India in a stand-
alone mode. Its firepower 
demonstration on Taiwan 
has been responded to 
by nothing beyond pos-
turing. Its fishing trawl-
ers illegally fishing all 
over the globe have seen 
limited resistance from 
individual affected coun-
tries. It dares to operate 
secret police stations in 
all so-called powerful 
countries as influence 
operations as part of its 
Three warfare Strategy 
hasn’t seen a worthwhile 
pushback. Its BRI proj-
ects have pushed many 
weak economies into an 
unending debt trap. Why 
global response is muted 
against China? By design 
as well as default China 
became the global fac-
tory due to US efforts to 

push China up to disinte-
grate USSR. The invest-
ments as well as the de-
pendence of the West on 
China grew to an extent 
that during the coronavi-
rus outbreak, New York 
had a sanitation problem 
when the supply chain 
of toilet rolls from China 
got disrupted. The world 
realized its helplessness 
due to over-dependence 
on China during Co-
vid-19 pandemic but the 
magnitude of dependen-
cy was such that despite 
strong desire/efforts to 
decouple, it is finding 
difficulty in doing so 
till date. Countries suf-
fering from Chinese ag-
gression like Japan may 
be criticizing it on daily 
basis but their trade with 
China continues to grow. 
Chinese total goods trade 
touched a record high in 
2022, reaching 42.07 tril-
lion yuan ($6.3 trillion), a 
rise of 7.7% from 2021. 
Measured in US dol-
lars, exports jumped 7% 
in 2022, while imports 
increased 1.1%. That 
translates into a trade 
surplus of $877.6 billion, 
surpassing 2021’s record 
of $676 billion. Chinese 
exports to Japan in 2022 
saw an increase of 3.87 
per cent over 2021. Simi-

lar is the story of most 
major economies includ-
ing US, which suffered 
the maximum deaths due 
to coronavirus. The al-
legation that coronavirus 
was a biological weapon 
unleashed to dislodge US 
from its top position in 
global dominance is yet 
not ruled out. The nature 
of warfare has changed 
and so have the instru-
ments of war. Its certain 
that the commercial in-
terest of countries have 
overshadowed/compro-
mised the security inter-
est and health of their 
people in the context of 
China. China has thus 
muted global response 
to its unchecked aggres-
sion making full use of 
global commercial de-
pendency on it. The trade 
figures indicated above 
prove that. That’s why 
China is again infecting 
world with new variants 
of Covid-19 & no one 
has stopped its flights. 
The case of India While 
troops endure freezing 
winters at the LAC, MEA 
India says its relations 
with China can’t be nor-
mal till the border issue 
is resolved. However, the 
trade deficit has grown to 
$101 billion in 2022, out 
of bilateral trade of $126 

billion, marking a sharp 
rise of 46 per cent tells a 
different story. More than 
160 companies in India 
have Chinese CEOs. The 
API reliance is indirectly 
humbling Indian border 
efforts. China continues 
to cherish such ‘not nor-
mal relations’, which in 
financial terms are better 
than normal. Indian con-
sumers too need to set it 
right besides expecting 
concrete measures by 
the Government of India. 
What needs to be done? 
It is necessary to pursue 
some initial steps taken 
by the Quad countries to 
synergize medical, scien-
tific, financial, manufac-
turing, important emerg-
ing technology, and 
developmental capabili-
ties in order to create an 
alternative supply chain, 
trade, technological, and 
health ecosystem that is 
independent of China. 
To send the proper sig-
nals that the intentions 
of a non-military group-
ing can alter overnight 
if there is interoperabil-
ity between militaries of 
like-minded countries, 
Quad members must con-
tinue freedom of naviga-
tion and military drills in 
the Indo-Pacific. To pre-
vent vulnerable econo-
mies from falling into the 
debt trap set up by China 
through the BRI, an al-
ternative infrastructure 
architecture in the form 
of the B3W, Blue Dot 
Network, and Friend-
ship Highways is crucial. 
It is necessary to plan 
a collective reaction to 
threats from cyberspace, 
space terrorism, biologi-
cal agents, and Chinese 
nuclear expansion. India 
needs to be self-reliant 
at unprecedented speed. 
India must increasingly 
create a negative import 
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Bollywood Vs Paparazzi - When 
Cameras Get Too Close

Mumbai: Paparazzi cul-
ture is new neither to 
Bollywood nor to the rest 
of the world but now, this 
industry of sorts is spawn-
ing new digital ventures 
which thrive on celebrity 
gossip. Social media is 
a monster that needs to 
be fed 24X7 and that’s 
where content providers, 
creating as per market 
demand, play an impor-
tant role. Videos of ce-
lebrities on social media 
platforms go viral regu-
larly and the numbers 
suggest that consumers 
are hooked. Fans can’t 
stop sharing pictures of 
movie stars snapped at 
the airport, outside gyms 
and restaurants. Now, 
even celebrities are us-
ing this platform to their 
benefit, sometimes just 
to make a style state-
ment. Mumbai’s inter-
national airport, where 
celebs take off and land 
every hour, is now a hub 
for photographers. The 
‘airport look’ is now se-
rious business for stylists 
and fashionistas. Kareena 
Kapoor Khan, trolled for 
wearing a cap and dress 
at the airport, recently 
said during a magazine 
photoshoot, “We should 
dress like normal hu-
man beings. Why should 
we dress up to go on a 
flight? But there’s pres-
sure. There has to be. 
Fine. But we should be 
as normal. You should 
allow us to be normal. 
Jeans, T-shirt... whatev-
er!” Other celebrities are 
ambivalent - some show 
up at the airport dressed 
for the cameras, others 
make it a point to dress 
for comfort. Karan Johar 
recently told Alia Bhatt 
live on Facebook that he 
enjoys getting clicked 
at the airport. In a wry 
tweet earlier, he predict-
ed that the ‘airport look’ 
was already on its way 
out and reminded stars 
that being photographed 
was a function of fame. 
Dear Celebrity(includes 
me) smile for the 
paparazzi(you invited 
them)pose with fans(they 
created you)and message 
back( it’s free and po-
lite) — Karan Johar (@
karanjohar) July 3, 2017 
As per Karan Johar’s 
forecast, Alia declared 
that the ‘gym look’ had 
eclipsed the ‘airport 
look.’ “Gym is the new 
red carpet,” she said at a 
recent event. Not so long 
ago, on the last season of 

Koffee With Karan, Alia 
had said, “I just want to 
know where Kangana is 
going,” citing Kangana 
Ranaut’s frequent airport 
photos. The ‘gym look’ 
is now exemplified by 
Kareena, Shahid Kapoor, 
Malaika Arora, Jacque-
line Fernandez and other 
stars who are pictured 
almost daily at their re-
spective gyms in Ban-
dra. Paparazzi stake out 
the various exits of these 
landmarks and actors, 
now used to seeing them 
on their way in and out, 
oblige with a pose and a 
smile. Saif Ali Khan re-
cently spoke about his 
discomfort with having 
to look a certain way, 
telling Filmfare, “I don’t 
like dressing for the gym 
in a gym look or catch 
flights in an airport look. 
I want to be normal and 
not a fashion victim... I 
will not ever dress for the 
paparazzi.” Increasingly, 
its not just celebs but also 
their kids who are trailed 
by photographers. Sara 
Ali Khan, Jhanvi Kapoor 
and Navya Naveli Nanda 
are all person of inter-
est and weeks ago, Shah 
Rukh Khan’s 17-year-
old daughter Suhana was 
mobbed at a screening of 
Tubelight. SRK later said 
to News 18, “I am okay 
with them getting photo-
graphed... I have told (my 
kids), if photographers 
come, give the pictures 
and ask, ‘Can I go now’. 
They’ll all listen to you 
because I have known 
them for 25 years.” 
SRK’s DDLJ co-star 
Kajol was less circum-
spect, telling mid-day, “If 
something like this were 
to happen with Nysa or 
Yug, I’d be infuriated. 
It’s sad that the Indian 
paparazzi has reached 
a stage where it can do 
this to a kid. What hap-
pened with her sounds 
like bullying to me.” In-
ternationally, stars like 
Sienna Miller and Lily 
Allen have taken legal 
action against paparaz-
zi - George Clooney’s 
Lake Como home is out 
of bounds for cameras. 
Back home, celebs seem 
to enjoy being photo-
graphed - publicity agents 
often tip photographers 
off on their whereabouts 
and even flight details. 
ALSO READ Salman 
Khan On <i>Pathaan</
i> Scenes With Shah 
Rukh: “Needed Special 
Film To Come Together” 

Salman Khan On Pathaan 
Scenes With Shah Rukh: 
“Needed Special Film To 
Come Together” Pathaan 
Box Office: Shah Rukh 
Khan Starrer Breaks Re-
cords in India and Over-
seas Pathaan Box Of-
fice: Shah Rukh Khan 
Starrer Breaks Records 
in India and Overseas 
<i>Pathaan</i> Box Of-
fice Collection Day 12: 
Shah Rukh Khan’s Film 
Makes Bollywood’s 
Quickest Rs 400 Crore 
Pathaan Box Office Col-
lection Day 12: Shah 
Rukh Khan’s Film Makes 
Bollywood’s Quickest 
₹ 400 Crore Sections 
of Bollywood appear 
to have an uneasy truce 
with the paparazzi - but 
not all celebs are toler-
ant of cameras. Last year, 
superstar Hrithik Roshan 
confiscated the camera 
of a photographer with a 
tabloid who clicked him 
filming the climax scene 
of Mohenjo Daro; he said 
he would return it only 
after the tabloid apolo-
gized - which he eventu-
ally did. Aishwarya Rai 
Bachchan lashed out at 
photographers crowd-
ing the airport after her 
mother tripped and fell in 
the crush. Rani Mukherji 
also yelled at airport pho-
tographers when they 
tried to take photos of 
her then eight-month-old 
daughter Adira, whose 
privacy Rani and hus-
band Aditya Chopra 
guard fiercely. Pulkit 
Samrat lost his cool with 
lensmen who showed 
up at the Mumbai court 
which was granting him 
a divorce from Shweta 
Rohira. Saif and Karee-
na appear to have made 
peace with the interest 
in their seven-month-
old son Taimur. “He 
gets clicked wherever he 
goes, even when I’m not 
with him. All those flash-
bulbs make him blink,” 
Kareena told Mumbai 
Mirror. kareena ndtv Post 
a comment Kareena and 
Saif at the airport with 
Taimur ADVERTISING 
The writing, however, 
is on the wall. Cameras 
here may not be as intru-
sive as they are abroad, 
but it seems to be just a 
matter of time. “The pa-
parazzi culture is getting 
really bad. They are al-
ways outside our home. 
But it isn’t as bad as it is 
abroad. It will only get 
there for sure,” Saif told 
DNA.

AgriStack: Under the New Digital Initiative, 
Farmers Will Be at the Mercy of Big Businesses

India is rapidly digitising. 
There are good things 
and bad, speed-bumps on 
the way and caveats to be 
mindful of. The weekly 
column Terminal focuses 
on all that is connected 
and is not – on digital 
issues, policy, ideas and 
themes dominating the 
conversation in India and 
the world. Chinese Con-
struction of Waterfalls in 
the building 350, - Trav-
el Nfx 00:00 Previous 
PauseNext 00:09 / 03:02 
Unmute Fullscreen Copy 
video url Play / Pause 
Mute / Unmute Report a 
problem Language Share 
Vidverto Player The eco-
nomic survey and the 
budget announcement 
last week have everyone 
speaking about India’s 
digital infrastructures. 
Although they are be-
ing termed ‘digital pub-
lic infrastructures’ and 
‘digital public goods’, it 
is wise to re-check the 
word “public” in the title, 
especially when they are 
being built on the sugges-
tions of the private sec-
tor, by the private sector 
and for the private sector. 
The chief economic advi-
sor and finance minister 
are bullish on the role of 
these infrastructures in 
Indian economic growth 
and have announced that 
the new digital infrastruc-
ture on agriculture to 
boost investments in the 
sector. AgriStack or In-
dia Digital Ecosystem for 
Agriculture (IDEA) has 
been under development 
since 2020 with public 
consultations in 2021, 
along with MoUs for pi-
lots with several BigTech 
companies including JIO 

Platforms, Microsoft and 
Amazon. The proposals 
part of AgriStack include 
a Unique Farmer ID, 
Unified Farmer Service 
Interface, Core databas-
es and repositories with 
all 360-degree informa-
tion on farming. The ar-
chitecture of AgriStack/
IDEA will be similar to 
InDEA 2.0, India Digital 
Enterprise Architecture 
with the same archi-
tect; J. Satya Narayana 
designing most digital 
infrastructures. Satyana-
rayana is a retired Indian 
Administrative Service 
(IAS) officer who now 
works for the World Eco-
nomic Forum’s Centre 
for the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution. The stated 
purpose of AgriStack is 
to help the use of data in 
agriculture to promote 
data-driven agriculture. 
The challenge in achiev-
ing this goal is to help 
farmers actually get this 
data. Instead what we will 
witness is the farmers’ 
personal data is used by 
the businesses/markets 
to decide their economic 
life. The architecture of 
AgriStack will determine 
how the information is 
collected, shared and 
sold across the agri-mar-
ket ecosystems. From a 
traditional economic per-
spective, the entities with 
access to more data and 
information about the 
markets will profit from 
them. It is hardly going 
to be the farmers them-
selves with no access to 
this data other than the 
choice to part with the 
data. AgriStack will help 
facilitate the shift in the 
markets from physical 

APMC infrastructures to 
digital e-Markets. The 
now-repealed Farm Bills 
passed by the parliament 
in 2020 actually allowed 
the private sector to 
maintain its own e-mar-
kets. NCDEX e-Markets 
Ltd (NeML) and Ninjac-
art have signed an MoU 
with the ministry of ag-
riculture for pilots to de-
velop digital marketplac-
es for agriculture. Also 
read: Farm Organisations 
Flag Privacy Concerns, 
Seek Withdrawal of 
Agristack by Centre This 
brings back the question 
of market regulation and 
how the data collected 
using these digital infra-
structures will be gov-
erned. Without a law, all 
of this is determined by 
the code and architecture 
of AgriStack. It is an im-
portant question of who 
has access to the code 
and which entity will be 
producing and owning it. 
Finance minister Nirmala 
Sitaraman stated that 
the digital infrastructure 
will be based on “Open 
Source, Open Standards 
and Interoperable pub-

lic good”. I don’t think 
the minister knows what 
she is claiming or she is 
being asked by the busi-
nesses who profit from 
the digital infrastructure 
to claim AgriStack as 
Open Source or based 
on Open Standards. If it 
is truly open source, then 
Indian farmers will have 
access to digital infra-
structure and they can 
technically (with the right 
resources) access it on 
their own. Except there 
is no proof of agri-digital 
infrastructures or any 
digital infrastructure in 
India being actually open 
source (where the source 
code can be accessed/
copied/shared and used). 
A market-based solution 
to data-driven agricul-
ture will start classifying 
and determining farmers’ 
credit ratings with indi-
vidual farmers profiles 
being created, based on 
their land ownership. In 
this direction, the min-
istry of agriculture has 
already been centralis-
ing land ownership in-
formation from states for 
the purpose of creating 

Unique Farmer ID. Land 
ownership and farming 
in India are not always 
interlinked with millions 
of tenant farmers, land 
labourers not owning any 
land. The claim of this 
digital infrastructure be-
ing federated (distribut-
ed) is not to be confused 
with it being federal (de-
centralised). AgriStack is 
indeed a centralised in-
teroperable digital infra-
structure that will allow 
any business across the 
country to access a uni-
fied agri-market. While 
states are being told that 
they own the information 
and can determine how 
agriculture in their states 
will be shaped, these 
are but mere claims. In 
its current state, AgriS-
tack only helps private 
companies with access 
to capital, computer sci-
ence engineers and data 
to profit from this digital 
infrastructure. This can 
change and it could actu-
ally benefit the farmers 
if they have more con-
trol over their personal 
data. I doubt that is what 
the Venture Capitalists 
friends of the Govern-
ment of India want. Sev-
eral farmer groups and 
civil society actors have 
been engaging with the 
ministry of agriculture 
to help shape how this 
digital infrastructure will 
be designed. Some even 
made presentations of 
what they wanted in this 
infrastructure and how 
land databases are flawed 
to be used for building 
this infrastructure. I hope 
they succeed in their en-
deavours.

The Long Shadow of the Nazi ‘Kristallnacht’ Fell 
on the 2002 Violence in Gujarat

The Gujarat riots (Febru-
ary 28–March 1, 2002) 
have been compared to 
anti-Jewish pogroms that 
took place in 1941 in 
Jedwabne and Radzilow, 
in Nazi-occupied Po-
land. I would argue that 
the Gujarat pogrom, in 
which the then chief 
minister Narendra Modi 
and his Hindu nationalist 
(BJP) government stand 
accused of being com-
plicit, has more in com-
mon with the anti-Jewish 
pogrom that took place 
in Nazi Germany on 
November 9–10, 1938. 
This incident was popu-
larly called “Kristall-
nacht” (“Night of Bro-
ken Glass”) at the time, 
referring to the shards of 
glass from the vandalised 
Jewish homes, shops and 
synagogues with which 
streets in German cit-
ies and towns were be-
strewn. Later, it came to 
be called the November 
Pogrom. Chinese Con-
struction of Waterfalls in 
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el Nfx 00:00 Previous 
PauseNext 00:10 / 03:02 
Unmute Fullscreen Copy 
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Mute / Unmute Report a 
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known that proponents of 
Hindu nationalism open-
ly admire ideas of racial 
purity and homogeneity 
that characterised Euro-
pean fascism and Na-
zism. A central ideal of 
the latter was the national 
community or Volksge-
meinschaft, based on a 
perceived racial kinship 
of the so-called Aryans. 
In order to maintain the 
“racial purity” of this 
“Aryan” community, the 
Semites, who supposedly 
represented an “impure” 
racial type, needed to be 
“cleansed” from its body 
politic. In Gujarat, the 
pogrom of 2002 repre-
sented a concerted effort 
by the Hindu national-
ists to establish a shuddh 
(pure) Gujarat, for which 

“sacrificing” elements 
which were perceived to 
be “polluting” and “im-
pure” was considered 
necessary. It is also com-
mon knowledge that de-
monisation of Muslims in 
India predates the rise of 
Hindu nationalism. Brit-
ish colonisers, pursuing 
a divide and rule policy, 
encouraged tensions be-
tween the communities. 
The Partition of 1947 has 
also left unhealed scars in 
the collective psyche of 
both communities. A leg-
acy of this history is that 
many Hindus continue to 
perceive Indian Muslims 
as the “other” who threat-
ens Indian society “from 
within”. Jews were sin-
gled out by the Nazi pro-
paganda machine as “the 
enemy within”. Though 
most of the half a mil-
lion Jews of Germany 
had lived in the country 
for generations and con-
sidered themselves to be 
Germans, they were seen 
as the “other” by many, a 
prejudice that the Nazis 
could exploit. The No-
vember Pogrom was the 
culmination of the sys-
tematic persecution of 
Jews from 1933 onwards, 
accompanied by rabid 
anti-Semitic propaganda. 
The pogrom in Gujarat 
represented a high point 
in the systematic dis-
crimination against the 
Muslims, which intensi-
fied with the BJP coming 
to power in the state in 

1995. The socio-econom-
ic and -political spheres 
in Gujarat are controlled 
by a large community of 
upper caste Hindu and 
Jain traders. This nexus 
is particularly suscep-
tible to Hindu nationalist 
politics, with its upper-
caste and pro-business 
agenda. Also read: Does 
Pathaan’s Phenomenal 
Success Mark the Start 
of a Pushback Against 
Hate? The unfettered 
capitalist policies of the 
state government, along 
with the decline of the 
Gandhian ideals of so-
cial justice and tolerance, 
have resulted in widen-
ing the communal chasm. 
Marginalised workers 
belonging to Hindu low-
er castes, with precarious 
or no jobs, have increas-
ingly turned to Hindu 
religious politics since 
it gives them a sense of 
solidarity. The shooting 
down of the German dip-
lomat Ernst vom Rath in 
Paris by 17-year-old Pol-
ish Jew Hershel Gryn-
szpan on the morning 
of November 7, 1938 
served the same function 
as the burning of a train 
coach containing Hindu 
nationalist cadres at the 
station of Godhra on 
February 27, 2002. Fifty-
seven Hindus perished in 
the fire, which was never 
satisfactorily explained. 
In both cases, politicians 
in power aggravated the 
situations. As news of 

the attempt on Ernst vom 
Rath’s life reached Ger-
many on the evening of 
November 7, anti-Semit-
ic violence broke out in 
Kurhessen in south Ger-
many, mostly at the insti-
gation of regional Nazi 
leaders. On the evening 
of November 9, news of 
the death of Ernst vom 
Rath reached the Nazi 
ruling coterie. Hitler de-
cided that the police was 
to be withdrawn so that 
the “spontaneous demon-
strations” could continue 
and the Jews could feel 
the rage of the people. 
Fast forward to Guja-
rat, February 27, 2002: 
Though the administra-
tive officer of Godhra, 
Jayanti Ravi, collector of 
Panchamahal, to which 
Godhra belonged, gave 
a public statement that 
the Godhra train burning 
was an accident, chief 
minister Narendra Modi 
gave a televised address 
that it was a pre-planned 
attack. On February 28, 
Narendra Modi publicly 
claimed that the Godhra 
incident was a “one-sid-
ed collective violent act 
of terrorism from one 
community”. This im-
plied the involvement of 
Islamic terrorists, whom 
many Hindus associ-
ate with Paki- stan. 
Modi’s insinuation thus 
hinted that the loyalty of 
Indian Muslims lay with 
Pakistan.
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“Attempt To Spy On US Anticipated From 
China”: Biden On Balloon Incident

Washington: President 
Joe Biden on Monday 
defended the decision to 
wait until a Chinese bal-
loon crossed the United 
States before shooting 
it down, and the White 
House said valuable in-
telligence was being 
culled from the device. 
ADVERTISING China 
says the balloon was an 
errant weather observa-
tion aircraft with no mili-
tary purpose, but Wash-
ington has described it 
as a sophisticated high-
altitude spying vehicle. 
A US fighter plane shot 
down the balloon Satur-
day just off the east coast 
in the Atlantic and naval 
and coast guard forces 
are currently recover-
ing the debris for intel-
ligence analysis. “Once 
it came over the United 
States from Canada, I 
told the Defense Depart-
ment I wanted to shoot 
it down as soon as it was 

appropriate,” Biden told 
reporters. “They con-
cluded we should not 
shoot it down over land. 
It was not a serious threat 
and we should wait till it 
got (over) the water.” Na-
tional Security Council 
spokesman John Kirby 
said US personnel “have 
recovered some remnants 
off the surface of the sea,” 
although weather condi-
tions have not permitted 
much undersea surveil-
lance of the debris field. 
They will “in the coming 
days be able to get down 
there and take a better 

look at what’s on the bot-
tom of the ocean, but it’s 
just started,” Kirby said. 
Measures were taken to 
ensure the balloon’s in-
struments were “mitigat-
ed” in their ability to spy 
during the flyover, while 
“at the same time increas-
ing and improving our 
ability to collect intelli-
gence and information 
from it,” Kirby added. 
“We’re still analyzing the 
information that we were 
able to collect off of the 
balloon before we shot it 
out of the sky and now 
we’re going to recover 

it and I suspect we may 
learn even more.” Biden, 
who has tried to estab-
lish more stability in the 
relationship with China, 
said he was not surprised 
by the balloon incident. 
“The question of the bal-
loon and attempting to 
spy on the United States 
is something that is an-
ticipated from China,” 
he said. “It’s not a ques-
tion of trusting China, 
it’s a question of decid-
ing where we can work 
together and where we 
have opposition.” Huge 
balloon and payload Af-
ter slowly traversing the 
middle of the United 
States, reportedly over 
several top secret mili-
tary sites, the balloon 
headed out over the 
east coast, where it was 
downed. General Glen 
VanHerck, head of the 
US Northern Command, 
told reporters that a naval 
ship is in the process of 

mapping the debris field, 
which is expected to 
measure about 1,500 by 
1,500 meters (yards) in 
the Atlantic. The balloon 
itself was up to 200 feet 
(60 meters) tall and car-
ried a payload weighing 
several thousand pounds 
that was roughly the size 
of a regional jet aircraft, 
he said. According to 
Kirby, there was no in-
tention to send the pieces 
back to China. “I know 
of no such intention or 
plans to return it,” he 
said. And VanHerck said 
the balloon debris would 
be carefully studied. “I 
don’t know where the 
debris is going to go for 
a final analysis, but I will 
tell you that certainly the 
intel community along 
with the law enforcement 
community that works 
this under counterintel-
ligence will take a good 
look at it,”
 

Syria Earthquake: A look at World’s 
Deadliest Earthquakes Since 2000

Washington: The combined 
death toll after the devas-
tating earthquake hit cen-
tral Turkey and bordering 
Syria on Monday morn-
ing has now risen to 4300 
on Tuesday as rescuers in 
the two countries continue 
their search hoping to pull 
out more survivors believed 
to be trapped under debris. 
The 7.8 magnitude earth-
quake, which was followed 
by two more powerful 
earthquakes and aftershocks 
has destroyed thousands of 
buildings, killed thousands 
of people and raised the 
specter of a new humani-
tarian disaster in an area of 
the world already racked 
by war, a refugee crisis and 
deep economic troubles. 
Here is a list of some of 
the world’s deadliest earth-
quakes since 2000:- June 22, 
2022: In Afghanistan, more 
than 1,100 people die due to 
a magnitude 6.1 earthquake. 
August 14, 2021: In Haiti, a 
magnitude 7.2 earthquake 
kills more than 2,200 peo-
ple. September 28, 2018: A 
magnitude 7.5 earthquake 
hits Indonesia, killing more 

than 4,300 people. August 
24, 2016: A magnitude 6.2 
earthquake in central Italy 
kills more than 300 people. 
April 25, 2015: In Nepal, 
more than 8,800 people are 
killed by a magnitude 7.8 
earthquake. August 3, 2014: 
A magnitude 6.2 earthquake 
near Wenping, China, kills 
more than 700 people. Sep-
tember 24, 2013: A mag-
nitude 7.7 quake strikes 
southwest Pakistan, kill-
ing more than 800 people. 
March 11, 2011: A magni-
tude 9.0 quake off the north-
east coast of Japan triggers 
a tsunami, killing more than 
20,000 people. February 
27, 2010: A magnitude 8.8 
quake shakes Chile, gener-
ating a tsunami and killing 
524 people. January 12, 

2010: In Haiti, a staggering 
316,000 people are killed by 
a magnitude 7.0 quake, ac-
cording to government esti-
mates. September 30, 2009: 
More than 1,100 people die 
when a magnitude 7.5 quake 
hits southern Sumatra, In-
donesia. April 6, 2009: A 
magnitude 6.3 quake kills 
more than 300 people in and 
around L’Aquila, Italy. May 
12, 2008: A magnitude 7.9 
quake strikes eastern Sich-
uan in China, resulting in 
over 87,500 deaths. August 
15, 2007: A magnitude 8.0 
earthquake near the coast of 
central Peru kills more than 
500 people. May 26, 2006: 
More than 5,700 people die 
when a magnitude 6.3 quake 
hits the island of Java, Indo-
nesia. October 8, 2005: 

‘Blanket ban not suitable’: Pakistan PM Shehbaz 
Sharif orders immediate restoration of Wikipedia
Pakistani Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif on Mon-
day ordered the imme-
diate restoration of the 
Wikipedia website that 
was banned by the coun-
try’s telecom regulator 
last week citing failure 
to remove “sacrilegious 
content.” Pakistan Tele-
communication Author-
ity (PTA) on Wednes-
day warned Wikipedia 
of blocking its services 
if it failed to adhere to 
their order. “The action 
was taken because some 
of the content is still 
available on Wikipedia 
after the expiry of a 48-
hour deadline,” Malahat 
Obaid, spokesperson 
for Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority, 
told Bloomberg. Even 
before the blanket ban 
of the website, the coun-
try’s telecom authority 
degraded Wikipedia ser-
vices countrywide. In the 
most recent development, 
the Prime Minister’s 

Office (PMO) handout 
published on February 6 
stated that Shehbaz held 
discussions with a com-
mittee of the ministries 
to conduct an initial in-
vestigation. Also Read | 
Pakistan’s former presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf’s 
mortal remains brought 
to Karachi The handout 
also said that the com-
mittee met and that its 
members discussed how 
Wikipedia supported the 
dissemination of knowl-

edge and information for 
the public, students, and 
the academics. “Blocking 
the site in its entirety was 
not a suitable measure to 
restrict access to some 
objectionable content,” 
the PMO statement said. 
“The unintended conse-
quences of this blanket 
ban, therefore, outweigh 
its benefits.” After com-
mittee’s recommenda-
tions, PM Shehbaz or-
dered the website’s quick 
restoration and estab-

lished a special cabinet 
committee including the 
ministries of law, infor-
mation, commerce, and 
communication under 
the leadership of Aminul 
Haque, the IT minister. 
Also Read | These na-
tions, global organisa-
tions pledged support to 
Turkiye in its quake relief 
efforts In addition, the 
committee would consid-
er social, cultural, and re-
ligious sensibilities while 
considering alternative 
technological means for 
the deletion or banning 
of undesirable content 
on Wikipedia and other 
online information sites. 
Wikimedia Foundation 
in its argument said that 
it does not make choices 
about what information 
is allowed on Wikipedia 
or how that content is 
maintained as it is “by 
design” to ensure that 
articles are the result of 
many individuals coming 
together to choose what 

information should be 
provided on the web, re-
sulting in “richer”, more 
unbiased articles. Watch | 
Turkiye and Syria struck 
by powerful earthquakes 
“We believe that access 
to knowledge is a human 
right. A block of Wiki-
pedia in Pakistan denies 
the fifth most populous 
nation in the world ac-
cess to the largest free 
knowledge repository. If 
it continues, it will also 
deprive everyone access 
to Pakistan’s history and 
culture,” it had said. It 
added, “We hope that 
the Pakistan government 
joins with the Wikimedia 
Foundation in a com-
mitment to knowledge 
as a human right and re-
stores access to Wikipe-
dia and Wikimedia proj-
ects promptly, so that the 
people of Pakistan can 
continue to receive and 
share knowledge with the 
world.”

20 ISIS Terrorists Escape After 
Earthquake Damages Syria Prison

Azaz, Syria: Prisoners 
mutinied in a northwest-
ern Syria prison Mon-
day following a deadly 
earthquake, with at least 
20 escaping the jail hold-
ing mostly Islamic State 
group members, a source 
at the facility told AFP. 
The military police prison 
in the town of Rajo near 
the Turkish border holds 
about 2,000 inmates, 
with about 1,300 of them 
suspected to be IS fight-
ers, said the source. The 
prison also holds fighters 
from Kurdish-led forces. 

“After the earthquake 
struck, Rajo was affected 
and inmates started to 
mutiny and took control 
of parts of the prison,” 
said the official at Rajo 
jail, which is controlled 
by pro-Turkish factions. 
“About 20 prisoners 
fled... who are believed 
to be IS militants.” The 
7.8-magnitude quake -- 
which was followed by 
dozens of aftershocks in 
the region -- caused dam-
age to the prison, with 
walls and doors crack-
ing, the source added. 

The British-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights war monitor said 
it could not verify wheth-
er prisoners had escaped, 
but confirmed there was 
a mutiny. The incident 
in Rajo comes on the 
heels of an IS attack in 
December on a security 
complex in their former 
de facto Syrian capital 
of Raqa, which aimed to 
free fellow jihadists from 
a prison there. Six mem-
bers of the Kurdish-led 
security forces that con-
trol the area were killed 
in the foiled assault. The 
conflict in Syria started in 
2011 with the brutal re-
pression of peaceful pro-
tests and escalated to pull 
in foreign powers and 
global jihadists. Nearly 
half a million people 
have been killed, and 
the conflict has forced 
around half of the coun-
try’s pre-war population 
from their homes, with 
many seeking refuge.

Kim Jong’s “Disappearance” Before 
Mass Parades Fuels Health Speculation

Boeing to cut at least 2,000 white-collar jobs in 
finance and HR; will outsource their work to TCS

The United States-based 
planemaker, Boeing, on 
Monday (February 6) 
confirmed that they are 
going to cut about 2,000 
white-collar jobs in the 
company’s finance and 
human resources depart-
ments through a com-
bination of attrition and 
layoffs, as per media re-
ports. This comes after a 
report in the Seattle Times 
which first reported about 
the possible “reductions 
this year” primarily in the 
two departments. The Ar-
lington, Virginia-based 
company said that it will 
continue to “simplify 
our corporate structure”, 
in the context of these 
job cuts. This comes a 
month after the plane-
maker announced that 
it will hire some 10,000 
workers this year after 
hiring 15,000 people last 
year. However, at the 
time Boeing had said that 
it would cut some sup-
port positions. Boeing 
has also confirmed that 

it will be outsourcing at 
least one-third of those 
jobs to Tata Consulting 
Services (TCS) in Benga-
luru, India, as per media 
reports. Last month, the 
company also indicated 
that it would lower “staff-
ing within some support 
functions” which was 
meant to enable it to bet-
ter align resources to sup-
port current products and 
technology development. 
“Over time, some of our 
corporate functions have 
grown quite large. And 
with that growth tends 
to come bureaucracy or 
disparate systems that 
are inefficient…So we’re 
streamlining,” said a 
senior director of com-
munications at Boeing, 
Mike Friedman, to the 
Seattle Times. According 
to the report, there are 
some 5,800 employees 
in the company, out of 
which at least a quarter 
will be affected, with at 
least 1,500 jobs cut from 
finance and up to 400 

more in human resourc-
es. Additionally, Fried-
man also spoke about 
how the planemaker will 
make sure to hire more 
production workers and 

engineers which would 
ensure the overall growth 
of Boeing. In 2021, the 
planemaker had planned 
to cut more than 150 fi-
nance jobs in the US in a 

bid to simplify its corpo-
rate structure and focus 
on manufacturing and 
product development.

Pyongyang: Speculations 
about North Korea’s su-
preme leader Kim Jong 
Un’s health have again 
come to the fore, after 
his alleged disappear-
ance before the mass pa-
rade slated to be held this 
week, Fox News reported 
on Monday. North Ko-
rea’s capital Pyongyang 
is expected to hold mass 
parades this week but the 
leader has not been seen 
in public for a month. 
Fox News cited a South 
Korean-based outlet NK 
News, in stating that Kim 
skipped a Polibuto meet-
ing on Sunday, which 

is the third time he has 
done that. Kim Jong Un’s 
longest-ever disappear-
ance came in 2014 when 
he was not seen in public 
for 40 days, Fox News 
cited NK News. The 
mass parades are slated 
to be held in Pyongyang 
on Tuesday or Wednes-
day and will be celebrat-
ing the 75th founding an-
niversary of the Korean 
People’s Army. Kim may 
use the parade to show-
case the latest hardware 
from his growing nucle-
ar weapons and missile 
program which is also a 
growing concern for the 

US and its allies in Asia, 
Fox News reported. Last 
week, North Korea con-
demned the US plans to 
expand its joint exercise 
with South Korea and de-
ploy more advanced mil-
itary assets like bombers 
and aircraft carriers to the 
region. It even threatened 
to counter the military 
moves of the US with 
the “most overwhelm-
ing nuclear force”, Fox 
News reported. In 2022, 
North Korea fired more 
than 70 ballistic missiles, 
which included potential 
nuclear-capable weapons 
designed to strike targets 
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Vodafone Idea inches closer to 5G launches, 
partners with Motorola for the same

Vodafone Idea (Vi) today 
announced a partnership 
with Motorola India. As 
a part of this partnership, 
the two companies are 
working together over 
deployment of Vodafone 
Idea’s 5G network in 
India. The telecom gi-
ant today said that it has 
successfully tested its 5G 
network over Motorola’s 
portfolio of 5G smart-
phones. The company 
also said that this testing 
happened in New Delhi 
over 3350 to 3400 MHz 
spectrum bands on Vi 

5G network. Also Read - 
OnePlus launch event to-
morrow: OnePlus 11 5G, 
OnePlus 11R 5G, One-
Plus Pad and more ex-
pected The two compa-
nies also shared a list of 
all of the Motorola’s 5G 
smartphones that support 
Vi’s 5G smartphone. The 
list includes — Motorola 
Edge 30 Ultra, Motorola 
Edge 30 Fusion, Moto 
G62 5G, Motorola Edge 
30, Moto G82 5G, Mo-
torola Edge 30 Pro, Moto 
G71 5G, Moto G51 5G, 
Motorola Edge 20, Mo-

torola Edge 20 Pro, and 
Motorola Edge 20 Fu-
sion smartphones. Also 
Read - How to lock in-
cognito tabs in Chrome 
on Android and iOS “We 
are happy to partner with 
Motorola in one more 
step towards our 5G roll 
out. We believe that the 
partnership will help de-
velop the 5G device eco-
system, helping more Vi 
customers upgrade to a 
superior 5G ready smart-
phone in time for service 
roll out,” Vodafone Idea 
CMO, Avneesh Kho-
sla, said on the occasion. 
Also Read - Dell report-
edly fires 6,650 employ-
ees in latest job cuts This 
announcement indicates 
that Vodafone Idea is 
inching closer to the roll 
out of its 5G services in 
India. However, the com-
pany is yet to announce 
the date of roll out of its 
5G services in the coun-
try yet. 5G in India For 
the unversed, Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi of-
ficially launched 5G ser-
vices in India in October 
last month. Shortly after, 
both Reliance Industries’ 
Jio and Bharti Enterprise’ 
Airtel started deploying 
their 5G services in cit-
ies across the country. As 
of now, Reliance Jio has 
rolled out its standalone 
5G network, dubbed as 
True 5G services, in 226 
cities across the country 
with Haridwar in Utta-
rakhand being the latest 
one to join the list. Bharti 
Airtel, on the other hand, 
has so far deployed its 
5G services in 77 cit-
ies across the country 
with Bhopal, Ujjain and 
Gwalior being the latest 
cities to join the list. It 
is worth noting that both 
Airtel and Jio are offering 
their 5G services at 4G 
tariffs in India. While Jio 
says that it will complete 
5G roll out by the end of 
December 2023, 

Google Announces ChatGPT Rival Bard, 
Releases AI Service to Early Testers

Google-parent Alphabet 
is planning to launch a 
chatbot service and more 
artificial intelligence for 
its search engine as well 
as developers, marking 
a riposte to Microsoft in 
a rivalry to lead a new 
wave of technology. In 
a blog post on Monday, 
Alphabet CEO Sundar 
Pichai said the company 
is opening a conversa-
tional AI service called 
Bard to test users for 
feedback, followed by 
a public release in the 
coming weeks. As per 
the blog, experimental 
conversational AI service 
Bard is being powered 
by LaMDA (Language 
Model for Dialogue Ap-
plications), which was 
unveiled by Google two 
years ago. The CEO also 
added about the abilities 
of Bard, which will be a 
combination of “power, 
intelligence and creativi-
ty of the company’s large 

language models.” Bard 
will seek knowledge 
based on the responses 
provided by the users, as 
well as the information 
available on web. The 
company is initially roll-
ing out the AI system for 
testers along with light-
weight model version of 
LaMDA. The focus for 
now is diverted towards 
collecting feedback to 

make the AI system bet-
ter for future application. 
Bard from Google is 
Alphabet’s competition 
to OpenAI’s ChatGPT, 
headed by Microsoft. 
ChatGPT has been in 
news for becoming the 
fastest-growing consum-
er application in history, 
beating TikTok and Ins-
tagram. ChatGPT is es-
timated to have reached 

100 million monthly ac-
tive users in January, just 
two months after launch. 
ChatGPT has the abil-
ity to generate articles, 
essays, jokes and even 
poetry quickly when in 
response to a user’s need. 
OpenAI, a private com-
pany backed by Micro-
soft, made it available to 
the public for free in late 
November. The company 
has rolled out a ChatGPT 
Plus services to users in 
US at subscription fee of 
$20 (nearly Rs. 1,600). 
Apart from Bard, Google 
is also focused on sup-
porting other reliable 
AI systems through the 
Google Cloud partner-
ships. These AI systems 
include Cohere, C3.ai 
and Anthropic. It was 
recently reported that 
Google has invested 
almost $400 million 
(roughly Rs. 3,299 crore) 
in Anthropic.

How to lock incognito tabs in 
Chrome on Android and iOS

Google Chrome, unlike 
some other browsers, comes 
with several security fea-
tures. It has features such 
as a password manager, safe 
browsing, and safety check. 
Also Read - How to make 
Google Chrome your de-
fault web browser on Win-
dows PC, Mac, Android 
phone, iPhone Sometime 
back, Google also updated 
the app to make the Incog-
nito experience better on 
smartphones. It introduced 
fingerprint/facial locking 
for Incognito tabs on the 
Chrome browser. With the 
help of fingerprint/facial 
lock, you can secure your 
private searches. Although 
this feature was accessible 
for some time, not many 
know about it. That said, in 
this article, we’ll show how 
you can lock incognito tabs 
on Google Chrome on An-
droid and iOS. How to fin-
gerprint/facial lock Google 
Chrome’s Incognito tabs 
Before we get started make 
sure you are on the latest 

version of Google Chrome. 
You can check if the app 
is updated on PlayStore/
App Store. Once you are 
on the latest version of the 
app, follow the steps below. 
Android On Android, you’ll 
first need to enable the re-
authentication option. Step 
1: Open Google Chrome on 
your Android device Step 2: 
Head to the flags page by 
entering the following URL 
– chrome://flags Step 3: 
Search Reauthentication for 
incognito in the search bar 
Step 4: Once you follow the 
third step, you should see 
‘Enable device reauthenti-

cation for Incognito.’, tap 
on the Default option. Step 
5: Select Enabled from the 
list of options and relaunch 
the app Step 6: Now, tap on 
the three dots in the upper 
right corner Step 7: Tap on 
Settings Step 8: Open the 
Privacy and Security tab 
Step 9: Turn on the ‘Lock 
incognito tabs when you 
leave Chrome’ option Now, 
whenever you close the app 
in between your surfing in 
incognito mode, all the in-
cognito tabs will be locked 
with a fingerprint iOS If you 
are on iOS.

Sony PlayStation 5, God of War Ragnarok 
Bundle pre-booking today at 12 PM

It’s February and today 
(February 7) is the first 
Sony PS5 restock of the 
month. This PlaySta-
tion 5 restock is differ-
ent since the price of the 
console has been hiked 
and also, there’s the God 
of War Ragnarok bundle 
going up for pre-book-
ing. Also Read - PlaySta-
tion 5 God of War Ragn-
arok Bundle to go up for 
pre-booking on February 
7 Sony PlayStation 5 re-
stock, God of War Ragn-
arok Bundle pre-booking 
The Sony PlayStation 5 
will be available in the 
disc version priced at 
Rs 54,990. On the other 
hand, the Sony PS5 God 
of War Ragnarok bundle 
costs Rs 59,390. Also 
Read - PlayStation Plus 
Collection will not be ac-
cessible from May 8 This 
time around the price 

has been increased and 
it also affects the bundle. 
For instance, last time the 
Horizon Forbidden West 
bundle was priced under 
Rs 55,000. But for the 
GOW Ragnarok bundle, 
buyers have to shell out 
more, almost closer to 

the Rs 60,000 mark. For 
the unversed, the price of 
the PS5 console was in-
creased back in Novem-
ber last year. Nonethe-
less, if you are interested 
in pre-booking the con-
sole or GOW Ragnarok 
bundle, you can head to 

ShopATSC, Amazon.
in, e2zStore, and other 
authorized online stores 
at 12 PM. What’s in the 
GOW Ragnarok Bundle? 
Buyers who are getting 
the PS5 console for the 
first time could go with 
a bundle since it comes 

with the game to get 
started with. That said, 
here’s what the PS5 God 
of Wat Ragnarok Bundle 
gets you. PS5 console 1x 
wireless controller GOW 
Ragnarok full game 
voucher Printed mate-
rials HDMI cable AC 
power cord Sony Play-
Station 5 specifications 
and features The Sony 
PlayStation 5 comes 
powered by a custom 
AMD Zen 2 octa-core 
processor clocked at up 
to 3.5GHz. It has RDNA 
2 GPU, 10.3 TFPOs, and 
16GB of GDDR6 RAM. 
The console has 825GB 
of SSD storage, which 
is expandable via the 
NVMe M.2 SSD slot. 
The PS5 is capable of 
playing games at 120fps 
and supports 4K Blu-ray. 
It also has Dolby Atmos 
and 7.1 surround.

WhatsApp: How to use the 
proxy feature to access it

WhatsApp has announced a 
new proxy feature that will 
allow users to get access to 
the messaging app even if 
their connection is blocked. 
WhatsApp aims to provide 
a secure connection for us-
ers during internet shut-
downs, or for people resid-
ing in WhatsApp-banned 
countries like Iran. Also 
Read - WhatsApp an-
nounces new proxy support 
feature to allow users to ac-
cess it even during internet 
shutdowns As per a state-
ment by WhatsApp, “Our 
wish for 2023 is that these 
internet shutdowns never 
happen. Such blockades, as 

we have seen in Iran over 
the past several months, vi-
olate people’s human rights 
and prevent them from get-
ting immediate help.” Also 
Read - WhatsApp removes 
NY live stream, after min-
ister Rajeev Chandrasekhar 
objects WhatsApp has 
rolled out proxy support on 
the app for all users. Also 
Read - WhatsApp update: 
WhatsApp working on fea-
ture to let users select chats 
on Desktop beta Here’s a 
step-by-step guide on how 
you can set up the What-
sApp proxy feature on your 
smartphones. How to use 
WhatsApp proxy on An-

droid, iOS Notably, to get 
access to this feature, you 
need to make sure that you 
are using the latest version 
of the app. Open WhatsApp 
and open Settings from the 
top right corner Tap on Stor-
age & data > Proxies > Use 
proxy Select “Set up proxy” 
and enter the proxy address. 
Once done, Tap ‘Save’. You 
will see a green check once 
it is set up In case you still 
are not receiving messages 
or are unable to send mes-
sages, the proxy might be 
banned too. You can try de-
leting that particular proxy 
and then set up a new one

Big Tech Firms Not Doing Enough to Remove Fake News, 
Comply With EU Online Content Rules: NGO Avaaz

Twitter, Google’s You-
Tube, Meta Platform’s 
Facebook, Microsoft’s 
LinkedIn and TikTok 
are not doing enough to 
remove fake news from 
their platforms, raising 
doubts about their abil-
ity to comply with new 
EU online content rules, 
activist NGO Avaaz said 
on Tuesday. The com-
panies are due to pres-
ent reports this week on 
the measures they have 
taken to comply with the 
updated EU code of prac-
tice on disinformation 
which is linked to the on-
line content rules known 
as the Digital Services 
Act (DSA) that came 
into force last November. 
Avaaz said it analysed a 
sample pool of 108 fact-
checked pieces of content 
related to a 2022 Ameri-
can anti-vaccine film and 
found efforts by the so-
cial media platforms in-
cluding Meta’s Instagram 
to remove disinforma-
tion fell short. Meta Can 
Be Sued for Inhumane 
Working Conditions, 
Rules Kenyan Court 

“Overall, just 22 percent 
of disinformation content 
we analysed was either 
labelled or removed by 
the six major platforms,” 
Avaaz said. It said the 
companies did not do 
enough to tackle disin-
formation in languages 
other than English. “De-
spite explicit platform 
commitments in the code 
to improve their services 
in all EU languages, our 
research found that in 
certain EU languages - 
Italian, German, Hungar-
ian, Danish, Spanish and 
Estonian - no platform 
took any action against 
violating posts,” Avaaz 
said. Google Announces 
ChatGPT Rival Bard, 
Releases AI Service to 
Early Testers “This study 
suggests that most of the 
major platforms are fail-
ing to comply with their 
Code of Practice commit-
ments and might infringe 
upcoming DSA obliga-
tions,” the group said. 
Meta, Alphabet, Twitter, 
and Microsoft last year 
vowed to take a tougher 
line.
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How India Earns Each Rupee And Where It Goes
New Delhi: For every ru-
pee that the Government 
of India earns, 34 paise 
comes through borrow-
ings and liabilities while 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) contributes 17 
paise, the 2023 Union 
Budget reveals. Income 
tax and corporation tax 
add 15 paise each to ev-
ery one rupee the Centre 
earns each year, while 
Union Excise Duty and 
Customs add seven and 
four paise respectively. 
The remaining eight 
paise comes from non-
tax receipts and non-
debt capital receipts. As 
per Union Budget 2023, 
the outstanding internal 
and external debt, and 
other liabilities of the 
Centre are estimated at 
₹1,69,46,666.85 crore 
for FY 2023-24. On the 

other hand, GST is esti-
mated to rise by 12 per 
cent from ₹8,54,000 
crore to ₹9,56,600 crore 
in 2023-24. vm428c4 In-
come tax, which is paid 
by just a small fraction of 
India’s population, is ex-
pected to cross ₹9 lakh 
crore in 2023-24. Corpo-
ration tax, which is the 
tax levied on companies’ 
incomes, is expected to 
be at ₹9,22,675 crore 
by March 2024. These 

two taxes along with the 
total debt and liabilities 
contribute to 64 per cent 
of the government’s to-
tal income, which stands 
at ₹45 lakh crore in 
2023-24. Non-tax rev-
enue, which is estimated 
at ₹3,01,650 crore in 
2023-24 - an increase of 
15.2 per cent over the 
revised estimate of 2022-
23 - adds six per cent 
to the Centre’s coffer. 
Where Does One Rupee 

Go?The high percentage 
of debt and liabilities in 
the government’s yearly 
income, however, also 
means that interest pay-
ments constitute 20 per 
cent of the expenditure in 
2023-24. In other words: 
For every rupee that the 
government spends, 20 
paise goes into the repay-
ment of debt and liabili-
ties. The second biggest 
chunk of expenditure 
for the Centre is sharing 
the revenue earned from 
taxes and duties with the 
states - 18 per cent. The 
total amount that will be 
shared with states stands 
at ₹10.21 lakh crore for 
the financial year 2023-
24, which is 41 per cent 
of the total net proceeds 
of the sharable central 
taxes, as per the recom-
mendations of the 15th 

Finance Commission. 
The states of UP and Bi-
har will get nearly 28 per 
cent of the total share 
of central taxes and du-
ties, as per the Union 
Budget 2023. 7nuh5nr 
Central Sector Schemes 
(17 per cent) and Cen-
trally Sponsored (9 per 
cent), which are 100 per 
cent Centre-funded and 
partially-funded by the 
Centre respectively, con-
stitute over one-fourth 
of the total government 
spending. In one-rupee 
terms, 26 paise goes into 
these schemes. Defence, 
which is the single-big-
gest sectoral expenditure 
in Indian budget, takes 
away eight paise of ev-
ery one rupee the Cen-
tre spends. The defence 
budget in 2023 stands at 
₹5.94 lakh crore.

Anand Mahindra Shares Photo of 
Chat GPT Corner; Netizens Go Crazy

New Delhi: Anand Ma-
hindra certainly knows 
how to keep his follow-
ers interested by provid-
ing stuff that quickly be-
comes viral. He posted a 
really amusing image of 
the “Chat GPT” golgappa 
stall on Monday. A chat-
bot powered by artificial 
intelligence (AI), called 
Chat GPT, is currently all 
the rage on social media. 
Mahindra acknowledged 
that the photo may have 
been altered, but he still 
thought it was creative. 
Anand Mahindra tweet-
ed about the article. The 
post included an image of 
the “Chat GPT” golgappa 
corner. Given that chaat 
is another name for deli-
cacies like aloo tikki, the 
wordplay was absolutely 

genius. (Also Read: One-
Plus 11 to Launch on 
Feb 7; Check Expected 
Price Release Date, Price 
in India, Specifications, 
Other Details) “Though 
it appears to have been 
Photoshopped, this is in-
genious. Everything we 

come across is de-mysti-
fied and “Indianized” by 
us!” Mahindra wrote the 
post’s caption. The post 
received a tonne of on-
line attention as well as a 
tonne of responses from 
Twitter users. 

Tata Steel Q3 Net Loss At 2,501 
Crore As Demand Softns

New Delhi: Steel major 
Tata Steel on Monday 
reported a consolidated 
net loss of ₹ 2,501.95 
crore in the quarter ended 
on December 31, 2022, 
on account of higher ex-
penses. The company 
had posted a net profit 
of ₹ 9,598.16 crore in 
the year-ago period, ac-
cording to a regulatory 
filing. Total income on a 
consolidated basis fell to 
₹ 57,354.16 crore in the 
October-December quar-
ter from ₹ 60,842.72 
crore earlier. The com-
pany’s expenses rose 
to ₹ 57,172.02 crore in 
the quarter under review 
from ₹ 48,666.02 crore 
in the year-ago period. In 
a separate statement, the 

company said its current 
debt level stands at ₹ 
71,706 crore. During the 
quarter, Tata Steel spent 
₹ 3,632 crore on capex. 
The phased commission-
ing of its 6 MTPA pellet 
plant at Kalinganagar site 
has begun, and work on 
2.2 MTPA cold roll mill 
complex and 5 MTPA ex-
pansion is ongoing, the 
statement said. The work 
with respect to setting 
up a 0.75 MTPA electric 
arc furnace in Punjab has 
also begun. “(In Decem-
ber quarter) The British 
Steel Pension Scheme 
(BSPS) with Tata Steel 
UK as Sponsor has com-
pleted a substantial part 
of its de-risking journey 
with 60% of its liabili-

ties insured. The buy-in 
transaction along with 
actuarial movements has 
resulted in a non-cash 
deferred tax expense of 
₹ 1,783 crores and in-
creased the overall de-
ferred tax expense for the 
quarter to ₹ 2,150 crore,” 
the statement said.Tata 
Steel’s consolidated steel 
production fell to 7.56 
million tonnes (MT) 
in October-December 
2022-23, from 7.76 MT a 
year ago. Deliveries rose 
by 11 per cent to 7.15 MT 
compared to 7.01 MT in 
the year ago quarter. Tata 
Steel CEO & MD T V 
Narendran said, “We de-
livered steady growth in 
India volumes despite the 
volatile operating envi-
ronment. Domestic de-
liveries stood at around 
13.7 MT in the first nine 
months of the financial 
year and were up 4 per 
cent y-o-y. In Europe, 
our deliveries were lower 
in 9MFY23 due to slow-
down in demand. Reces-
sion concerns weighed 
on steel prices, which 
coupled with elevated 
energy costs affected.

PM-KISAN 13th Installment of Rs 2,000 Likely to 
Come Before Holi, Check Your Name in the List

New Delhi: The central 
government provides 
benefits of Rs 6,000 
every financial year to 
farmers families which 
is directly transferred to 
the their account of eli-
gible farmers under PM 
Kisan Samman Nidhi 
Scheme (PM-KISAN). 
All the three install-
ments of the current fi-
nancial year have been 
transferred in the bank 
accounts of the farmers 
while it is believed that 
the next installment will 
be credited before Holi. 
Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Samman Nidhi (PM-
KISAN) Yojna Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 

had released the 12th 
instalment of financial 
benefit under the Prad-
han Mantri Kisan Sam-
man Nidhi (PM-KISAN) 
scheme. Modi transferred 
over Rs 16,000 crores to 
more than 10 lakh ben-
eficiary farmer families 
on Monday, October 
17. PM Kisan Samman 
Nidhi 13th installment 
Status Check -Visit offi-
cial PM KISAN website 
https://pmkisan.gov.in/ 
Portal - You will see the 
map of India under Pay-
ment Success tab. - On 
the right hand side, there 
will be a yellow coloured 
tab called “Dashboard” 
- Click on Dashboard - 

After clicking, you will 
be taken to a new page 
- On the Village Dash-
board tab, you will have 
to fill your complete de-
tails - Select the state, 
district, Sub-District and 
Panchayat - Then click 
on show button - Af-
ter this you can choose 
your details by Taboola-
Sponsored LinksYou 
May Like Data Science 
Course from IIIT-B up-
Grad | IIIT Bangalore 
This is a opportunity for 
India Citizens. GetsTake 
Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Samman Nidhi (PM-
KISAN) Scheme De-
tails The Pradhan Man-
tri Kisan Samman Nidhi 

(PM-KISAN) Scheme, 
was launched by PM 
Narendra Modi in 2019, 
aims to provide income 
support to all landholder 
farmer families across 
the country with culti-
vable land, subject to 
certain exclusions. Under 
the Scheme, the amount 
of Rs 6000 per year is re-
leased in three 4-monthly 
instalments of Rs 2000 
each directly into the 
bank accounts of the ben-
eficiaries. Who are eligi-
ble to get benefits under 
the PM-KISAN Scheme? 
All landholding farm-
ers’ families, which have 
cultivable landholding in 
their names are eligible 
to get benefit under the 
scheme. Who are exclud-
ed from the PM-KISAN 
Scheme? Those excluded 
from the PM-KISAN in-
clude institutional land 
holders, farmer families 
holding constitutional 
posts, serving or retired 
officers and employees 
of State or Central gov-
ernment as well as Pub-
lic Sector Undetakings 
and Government Au-
tonomous bodies. Pro-

fessionals like doctors, 
engineers and lawyers as 
well as retired pensioners 
with a monthly pension 
of over Rs 10,000 and 
those who paid income 
tax in the last assess-
ment year are also not 
eligible for the benefits. 
PM-KISAN Scheme for 
only Small and Marginal 
Farmers’ families? ln the 
beginning when the PM- 
PM-KISAN Scheme 
was launched (Febru-
ary, 2019), its benefits 
were admissible only to 
Small & marginal Farm-
ers’ families, with com-
bined landholding upto 
2 hectare. The Scheme 
was later on revised in 
June 2019 and extended 
to all farmer families ir-
respective of the size of 
their landholdings The 
Central Government had 
notified a decision to 
extend the benefit of Rs 
6,000 per year under the 
Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Samman Nidhi scheme 
to all 14.5 crore farmers 
in the country, irrespec-
tive of the size of their 
landholding.

RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee Meeting 
Starts Amid Expectations of Lower Rate Hike

Amid Layoff Season, THIS Firm to 
Create 30,000 New Jobs in India

New Delhi: Amid the 
layoff season, global 
consultancy firm PwC 
on Monday said that it 
will add 30,000 new jobs 
in India in the next five 
years. The company cur-
rently has a workforce of 
over 50,000 people in the 
country. Towards achiev-
ing this, PwC India and 
PwC US have entered a 
joint venture in India to 
accelerate growth, ex-
pand client relationships 
and enhance quality. As 
a part of its new global 
strategy, The New Equa-

tion launched in 2021, 
the firm announced its 
commitment to further-
ing the country’s eco-
nomic development, har-
nessing the potential of 
the domestic market and 
creating more opportuni-
ties for society at large. 
In 2022 alone, PwC India 
opened three new offices 
in Bhubaneswar, Jai-
pur, and Noida to focus 
on hiring local, highly 
skilled talent. Sanjeev 
Krishan, Chairperson, 
PwC in India, said that 
the company is commit-

ted to playing a meaning-
ful role in India’s growth 
story. “Our new venture 
is just one step forward 
in this direction and will 
further attempt to harness 
India’s vast demographic 
dividend,” he added. Tim 
Ryan, Chair and Senior 
Partner, PwC US, said 
that the enhanced col-
laboration between PwC 
India and PwC US will 
further accelerate the 
“growth of our global 
talent footprint and help 
deliver greater value to 
our clients”.

New Delhi: RBI Governor 
Shaktikanta Das-headed 
Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC) started its three-day 
meeting on Monday amid 
expectations of a smaller 25 
basis points rate increase or 
a pause on the rate hiking 
spree that started in May last 
year to check inflation. The 
decision of the six-member 
rate-setting panel will be 
announced by the Governor 
on Wednesday. With retail 
inflation showing signs of 
moderation and remaining 
below the Reserve Bank 
of India’s 6 per cent upper 
tolerance level, and pro-
jected slowdown in GDP 
growth in the next fiscal 
starting April, experts are of 
the opinion that the central 
bank may only opt for a 25 
basis points hike in the key 
interest rate. (Also Read: 
RBI’s 3 day MPC meet-
ing starts today: Will RBI 
to continue or hit the pause 
button on rate hike?) An-
other opinion is that the RBI 
may press the pause button 
on the rate hike on Wednes-
day itself. “We expect the 
RBI to pause in February 
policy,” State Bank of In-
dia’s Economic Research 

Department said in a re-
port titled ‘Prelude to MPC 
Meeting on Feb 6-8, 2023’. 
(Also Read: Google Layoffs 
2023: Employee Gets Fired 
at 2 AM, Was Feeding New 
Born Baby) In the current 
rate cycle, it said that rate 
actions, both hikes, and 
cuts, have been largely syn-
chronised with actions of 
the monetary authorities in 
the developed nations. The 
stance, the SBI report said 
could continue to be with-

drawal of accommodation, 
even as liquidity is close to 
neutral. “Even though the 
RBI could pause as it allows 
past rate actions to work 
with long and variable lags, 
the RBI could still guide the 
markets with a rate action 
in future that will be purely 
data dependent,” it said. Ac-
cording to the report, 6.25 
per cent repo rate could be 
the terminal rate for now. In 
its December monetary pol-
icy review, the central bank 

raised the key benchmark 
interest rate (repo) by 35 
basis points (bps) after de-
livering three back-to-back 
increases of 50 bps. by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksYou 
May Like A Network Built 
Only For Women. 1 Month 
Trial ₹199. leap.club Add a 
‘Dr.’ to your name Golden 
Gate University Since May 
last year, the RBI has in-
creased the short-term lend-
ing rate by 225 basis points 
to contain inflation, mostly 
driven by external factors, 
especially global supply 
chain disruption follow-
ing the Russia-Ukraine war 
outbreak. Madan Sabnavis, 
Chief Economist at Bank 
of Baroda, said the credit 
policy will be announced 
against the background 
of both the Budget that 
was presented as well as 
the Economic Survey that 
served as the prelude to it. 
The Budget has maintained 
a virtually unchanged bor-
rowing programme while 
the Survey has pointed to 
the persistence of higher 
interest rates in the coming 
year. While inflation has 
been trending downwards, 
there has been a tendency 

for core inflation to remain 
sticky. Inflation has come 
down mainly due to lower 
food inflation which can be 
volatile. Also, the decision 
taken this time cannot be 
reversed soon, he said. “Un-
der these conditions, the 
RBI will pitch for another 
25 bps hike in the repo rate 
which will be the last in this 
cycle, and then pause. The 
stance however may change 
from the withdrawal of ac-
commodation to neutral as 
liquidity is no longer in a 
large surplus. In fact, based 
on developments that take 
place, there may be a need 
to infuse liquidity during 
the course of the year,” Sab-
navis opined. The RBI has 
been tasked to ensure that 
retail inflation remains at 4 
per cent with a margin of 2 
per cent. However, it failed 
to keep the inflation rate 
below six per cent for three 
consecutive quarters begin-
ning January 2022. Howev-
er, the retail inflation based 
on the Consumer Price In-
dex (CPI) has shown signs 
of moderation in November 
and December as it fell be-
low the RBI’s upper toler-
ance level of 6 per cent. 
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National Kabaddi Player Accuses Coach 
of Sexual Assault and Blackmail

Delhi Police has filed an 
FIR on the basis of the 
complaint of a 27-year-
old national level kabad-
di player who has ac-
cused her coach of sexual 
assault and blackmail by 
threatening to leak her 
private photos. The com-
plaint was made at Baba 
Haridas Nagar police sta-
tion. The kabaddi player 
alleged that she was pre-
paring for the kabaddi 

competition in Hirankud-
na near Mundka in West 
Delhi since 2012, and her 
coach ‘made sexual rela-
tions with her without her 
consent’ in March 2015. 
She accused the coach of 
forcing her to give him a 
part of her earnings from 
a competition she won 
in 2018. She transferred 
Rs 43.5 lakh to the bank 
account of the accused 
coach Joginder. In 2021, 

she got married and the 
accused is blackmail-
ing her to leak her pri-
vate photos, police said. 
Based on the complaint, 
police have registered a 
case against the coach, 
under various sections 
of the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC). The Delhi police 
have started an investiga-
tion into the matter. The 
kabaddi player joined the 
investigation on Monday 

and her statement is be-
ing recorded in the court. 
In January, some promi-
nent wrestlers including 
Vinesh Phogat, Sakshee 
Mallikkh and Bajrang 
Punia had staged a sit-in 
protest at Jantar Mantar 
in the national capital al-
leging sexual harassment 
of women wrestlers by 
the president and coaches 
of the Wrestling Federa-
tion of India (WFI) and 
of mismanagement in the 
functioning of the fed-
eration. They withdrew 
their protest after talks 
with the government. The 
government has formed 
an oversight committee 
and allegations of wres-
tlers are being probed. An 
FIR under Sections 376 
(rape) and 506 (criminal 
intimidation) of the In-
dian Penal Code has been 
registered, the police 
said, adding that teams 
have been formed to nab 
the accused.

Like father, like son! Tagenarine history 
Chanderpaul, Shivnarine’s son creates

Tagenarine Chanderpaul, 
son of former Wind-
ies legend Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul emerged on 
the international scene 
with little history to his 
name. Having made his 
Test debut against the 
mighty Aussies last year 
only, Tagenarine im-
pressed one and all with 
his technique and com-
posure - giving glimpses 
of his father, who carried 
Windies’ middle-order 
burden on his shoulder 
for over two decades. 
Meanwhile, in the on-
going first Test against 
Zimbabwe in Bulawayo, 
Tagenarine alongside his 
opening partner and cap-
tain Kraigg Brathwaite 
entered record books 
with respective tons. 
Electing to bat first af-
ter winning the toss, the 
pair went about their in-
nings slowly with both 
reaching their half cen-
turies on day one. Kraigg 
and Tagenarine then 
started accelerating and 

found themselves chas-
ing a world record that 
wasn’t touched for the 
last 33 years. The young 
Chanderpaul slammed 
his maiden hundred and 
became only the sec-
ond opener after Kraigg 
Brathwaite to compete 
a three-digit score for 
the Windies in Tests for 
the first time since 2013. 
ALSO READ: ‘India is 
the hardest place to trav-
el; win in India is bigger 
than winning Ashes’ - Oz 
cricketers ahead of BGT 
Braithwaite, on the other 
hand, also completed his 
12th Test century in 226 
balls. Both in no time 
came close on breaking 
the record for the highest 
opening stand for a Win-
dies pair in Tests; and 
as soon as they crossed 
298 – the previous high-
est opening-wicket re-
cord held by the leg-
endary pair of Gordon 
Greenidge and Desmond 
Haynes in 1990, they en-
tered the record books. 

They both stitched a 
336-run stand for the 
1st wicket. × Tagenarine 
Chanderpaul then eyed 
his maiden double hun-
dred in only his third 
Test match. While wick-
ets were falling regularly 
on the other end, the 
left-handed Chander-
paul looked determine to 
break his father’s highest 
Test score of 203. And 
well, the moment came 
when Tagenarine Chan-

derpaul completed his 
maiden Test double ton 
that too with a six. With 
this, they became the sec-
ond father-son duo to hit 
double centuries in Test 
cricket. Windies declared 
their first innings on 447 
for six with Tagenarine 
remaining unbeaten on 
207 off 467 balls with 16 
fours and three sixes. At 
stumps on day two, Zim-
babwe was 21 for zero

‘India can go to hell...’ - Javed 
Miandad bashes ICC, BCCI

A day after it got report-
ed that the PCB chief 
Najam Sethi has threat-
ened BCCI secretary 
Jay Shah that Pakistan 
will think about boycot-
ting the 2023 World Cup 
in India if the venue for 
this year’s Asia Cup 
is changed, the former 
Pakistani legend Javed 
Miandad has commented 
on the same. Pakistan 
was allotted the hosting 
rights of this year’s Asia 
Cup, however, follow-
ing Jay Shah’s selection 
as the new president of 
the Asian Cricket Coun-
cil (ACC) last year, this 
decision was put on hold 
as Shah had cleared that 
India will not travel to 
Pakistan owing to po-
litical tensions between 
both countries. During 
the recent ACC meeting 
in Bahrain on the past 
Saturday, it is believed 
the dialogues were ex-
changed between both 
parties and now the final 

decision on the change in 
venue for the Asia Cup 
will be taken in the next 
meet in March. the World 
Cup-winner Javed Mi-
andad lashed out at the 
board saying India can go 
to hell, and that Pakistan 
doesn’t care about them. 
Speaking to the media at 
an event in Pakistan, Ja-
ved added that it’s ICC’s 
job to ensure that India 
travels to Pakistan for 
the Asia Cup, and if they 
can’t do that, then what’s 
the point of being a gov-
erning body. “I have said 
this before as well, India 

can go to hell if they don’t 
want to come to Paki-
stan. It doesn’t bother 
us. It is ICC’s job to en-
sure that India comes. If 
ICC can’t control it then 
what’s the use of being 
a governing body? Ja-
ved said. “It should have 
the same rules for every 
team, if they don’t fulfill 
commitments, however, 
strong they may be. In-
dia doesn’t run cricket. 
It may be a powerhouse 
but in its home, not for 
us, and not for the world. 
Come play in Pakistan, 
why don’t you play?.

Barcelona Open 8-Point Lead in La Liga After Champions 
Real Madrid Suffer Shock Loss to Mallorca

Barcelona took advan-
tage of Real Madrid’s 
stumble to kick off the 
second half of the sea-
son with another win and 
enjoy their biggest lead 
so far at the top of the 
Spanish La Liga. After 
Madrid’s 1-0 loss at Mal-
lorca, Barcelona extend-
ed its 10-game winning 
streak in all competitions 
with a comfortable 3-0 
victory over Sevilla on 
Sunday to open an eight-
point lead over Madrid 
after 20 of 38 rounds. It 
is the biggest lead by any 
team this season, put-
ting the Catalan club in 
firm control as it chases 
its first league title since 
2018-19. “We are having 
a great season. We have 
been playing well, not 
giving many chances for 
our opponents,” Barce-
lona defender Jordi Alba 
said. “It’s eight points. 
There’s a lot of league 

left, but it’s a good gap.” 
Alba, Gavi and Raphinha 
scored a goal each in the 
second half to give Bar-
celona their fifth straight 
victory in the league. 
The last game Barcelona 
failed to win was a 1-1 
league draw against Es-
panyol last year. Sevilla, 
which got off to a surpris-
ingly awful start to the 
season, was coming off 
two straight league wins 
that had helped it move 
further away from the rel-
egation zone. It dropped 
to 16th place with the 
loss, two points from the 
drop zone. Sevilla hasn’t 
won in 15 league match-
es against Barcelona, and 
in 20 straight visits to the 
Catalan club. Barcelona 
captain Sergio Busquets 
had to be replaced eight 
minutes into the match 
at Camp Nou with an 
apparent ankle sprain. 
Marco Asensio missed a 

penalty kick in Madrid’s 
loss at Mallorca in its last 
match before traveling to 
Morocco to play at the 
Club World Cup. Madrid 
was depleted by injuries 
and rested some players 
ahead of the Club World 
Cup, “We already expect-
ed a very tough match,” 
Madrid coach Carlo An-
celotti said. “We had our 
chances but couldn’t take 
advantage of them.” An-
celotti couldn’t count on 
several injured starters, 
including striker Karim 

Benzema, defender Éder 
Militão and goalkeeper 
Thibaut Courtois, who 
was dropped from the 
squad at the last minute 
after getting injured dur-
ing the warmup. Ance-
lotti also rested midfield-
ers Toni Kroos and Luka 
Modric, who came on in 
the second half. Asensio 
missed a chance to equal-
ize when his 60th-minute 
penalty kick was saved 
by Mallorca goalkeeper 
Pedrag Rajkovic after 
Madrid forward Vinícius 

Júnior had been fouled. 
Madrid’s last chance was 
a header by Antonio Rü-
diger that went narrowly 
wide deep into stoppage 
time. The hosts got on 
the board with an own-
goal by Nacho Fernán-
dez, who was replac-
ing Militão in defense. 
Nacho went for a high 
cross and deflected the 
ball into his own net over 
goalkeeper Andriy Lu-
nin, who started in place 
of Courtois. “I hit the ball 
with my head and unfor-
tunately it went into the 
top corner,” Nacho said. 
“It was a complicated 
match, against a team 
that is having a good sea-
son. It’s a pity that we let 
three points get away.” 
Madrid was coming off 
a win against Valencia 
after being held by Real 
Sociedad. Its opponent in 
the semifinals of the Club 
World Cu.

Premier League: Manchester City beat 
Chelsea to cut gap to leaders Arsenal

Manchester City trimmed 
the gap to Premier League 
leader Arsenal to five points 
by beating Chelsea 1-0 on 
Thursday (January 5) af-
ter a double substitution 
by Pep Guardiola paid off 
immediately at Stamford 
Bridge. Riyad Mahrez and 
Jack Grealish entered in the 
60th minute and combined 
for the only goal three min-
utes later, with Mahrez tap-
ping in from close range 
after a perfectly weighted 
cross by his fellow winger. 
City only came to life in the 
second half after a curious-
ly passive display before 
halftime, perhaps brought 
on by a confusing team se-
lection by Guardiola that 
saw a number of players 
deployed in unusual roles. 
Known for his overthinking 
at times, Guardiola accept-
ed after the game he got it 
wrong. That’s why he took 
off two full backs — Joao 
Cancelo and Kyle Walker 
— at halftime and restored 
Rodri to center midfield, 
with the Spaniard having 
also been in a hybrid role 
covering central defense, 
too. WATCH Riyad Mahrez 
of Manchester City score 

against Chelsea HERE… 
Suddenly, City was all over 
Chelsea and creating chanc-
es, even if top scorer Erling 
Haaland was largely kept 
quiet and Kevin De Bruyne 
shone only fleetingly. “In 
the second half, it was miles 
better in all departments,” 
said Guardiola, who re-
served special praise for 
halftime sub, the 18-year-
old Rico Lewis, because he 
“changed the game.” The 
goal came after Guardio-
la’s second double change, 
though it might have been 
kept out had Chelsea goal-
keeper Kepa Arrizabalaga 
stretched out to block Gre-
alish’s low cross from the 

left rather than pull away 
his arm. “I felt the keep-
er was going to get it at 
one point,” Grealish said, 
“though maybe I should be 
praising my cross!” by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksYou 
May Like We offer health 
care and welfare of elderly 
person Senocare Add a ‘Dr.’ 
to your name Golden Gate 
University City pulled four 
points clear of third-place 
Newcastle and closed in on 
Arsenal, which drew 0-0 
at home to Newcastle on 
Tuesday. “We don’t focus 
on the table ... there’s a long 
way to go,” City defender 
John Stones said. “In previ-
ous years we have gone on 

long unbeaten runs and we 
need to do it again.” Chel-
sea stayed in 10th place, 
19 points off the leaders. 
Graham Potter’s team is as 
close to the relegation zone 
as the top four. Chelsea lost 
forwards Raheem Sterling, 
who joined from City in 
the offseason, and Chris-
tian Pulisic to injuries in the 
first half. Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang came on for 
Sterling in the fifth minute 
and was substituted in the 
68th. Another of the substi-
tutes, Carney Chukwueme-
ka, struck a shot against the 
post at the end. of the first 
half. “When you consider 
everything, losing Raheem 
and Christian so early, the 
lads gave everything,” Pot-
ter said. “It was a spirited 
performance against a top 
team, so apart from the re-
sult I’m proud of the play-
ers. “It’s tough at the mo-
ment, I must admit, and I 
feel for the boys. We have 
to stick together. It was 
disappointing to lose those 
guys but the players on 
the pitch and the ones that 
came in gave everything 
and that’s all you can ask 
for.” The teams meet again.

Former Chelsea and Newcastle Footballer 
Christian Atsu Trapped Under Rubble

Former Chelsea and 
Newcastle forward 
Christian Atsu is miss-
ing and believed to be 
trapped under rubble 
following the powerful 
earthquake that struck 
Turkey on Monday and 
left more than 2,500 
people dead. The Ghana 
international, who plays 
for Turkish club Hatay-
spor, is thought to be 
in a building that was 
destroyed, Hatayspor 
spokesman Mustafa Özat 
said, according to Turk-
ish media. Özat said 
club director Taner Sa-
vut was also believed to 
be in a building that col-
lapsed and club officials 
couldn’t contact both 
men. They were likely 
trapped, Özat said. At 
least two other Hatay-
spor players had to be 
pulled out of rubble but 
were now safe, Özat said. 
Atsu and Savut were the 
only two Hatayspor play-
ers or officials still unac-
counted for, he added. 
The 31-year-old Atsu 
joined Hatayspor, which 

is based in the southern 
city of Antakya, last year 
after a spell playing in 
Saudi Arabia. The 7.8 
magnitude earthquake 
rocked large parts of Tur-
key and neighboring Syr-
ia in the pre-dawn hours 
of Monday. by Taboola-
Sponsored LinksYou 
May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to 
your name Golden Gate 
University Advance your 
career in Data Science 
upGrad | IIIT Bangalore 
The quake was centered 
in Turkey’s southeastern 
province of Kahraman-
maras, and was felt as far 
away as Cairo in Egypt. 
Hours later, a second 7.5 
magnitude jolt, which 
was possibly an after-
shock, struck more than 
100 kilometers (60 miles) 
away from the epicenter 
of the earthquake and 
caused more destruction. 
Turkish authorities said 
more than 3,700 build-
ings were destroyed. The 
death toll is expected to 
rise. Ghana President 
Nana Akufo-Addo of-
fered condolences to the 

people of Turkey on his 
official Facebook ac-
count and added: “We 
pray that our fellow Gha-
naian, Christian Atsu, is 
found safe and sound.” 
Ghana Football Associa-
tion spokesman Henry 
Asante-Twum wrote in 
an email to The Associ-
ated Press that they had 
no news of Atsu and 
Ghana’s international 
relations department 
was seeking information 

from Turkish authori-
ties. Ibrahim Kwarteng, 
a friend of Atsu, said he 
had tried calling Atsu but 
couldn’t reach him. “We 
are only praying that he 
will be found,” Kwart-
eng said. Kwarteng runs 
a foundation in Ghana 
that helps former pris-
oners convicted of petty 
crimes to be reintegrated 
into society after their re-
lease.from jail. He said 
Atsu was the single.
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On Lata Mangeshkar’s Death Anniversary, A 
Meeting Of “Legends” - Asha Parekh And Hema Malini

On legendary singer Lata 
Mangeshkar’s first death 
anniversary on Febru-
ary 6, a musical tribute 
– Latanjali –  was held in 
Mumbai to commemo-
rate her memories and 
legacy. The event, or-
ganised by Mumbai BJP 
president Ashish Shelar, 
was attended by many 
Bollywood stalwarts, 

including Hema Malini, 
Asha Parekh, Pyarelal 
Ramprasad Sharma, Re-
ena Roy, Anandji Virji 
Shah, Kajol and Ravee-
na Tandon. Glimpses of 
the musical night were 
shared by the attendees 
on social media. Actress 
Raveena Tandon posted 
a few photos with Asha 
Parekh, Hema Malini 

and Kajol. “All about 
tonight! Legends in hon-
our of Lata Mangeshkar 
ji, Asha Parekh ji, Hema 
Malini ji,” she wrote in 
the caption. While Hema 
Malini and Asha Parekh 
are seen wearing sa-
rees, Kajol and Raveena 
Tandon opted for Indo-
western outfits for the 
event that took place at 

the Shanmukhananda 
Auditorium in Mumbai’s 
Matunga. Lata Mangesh-
kar died on February 6, 
2022, at the age of 92. 
Many eminent personali-
ties from the Indian film 
industry paid their trib-
utes to Lata Mangeshkar 
at the concert. Photos and 
videos of renowned sing-
ers like Sharayu Date, 

Sampada Goswami, 
Sadhana Sargam, Bela 
Shende and Nirupama 
De from Latanjali were 
also shared by Ashish 
Shelar on his Twitter ac-
count. Other than Hema 
Malini, Asha Parekh, 
Raveena Tandon and Ka-
jol, Bollywood actresses 
like Rakhi, Mousumi 
Chatterjee, Padmini 
Kolhapure, Bindu, Re-
ena Roy, Poonam Dhil-
lon and Rani Mukher-
jee were also present at 
the event. We also got 
glimpses of music direc-
tors Anandji Shah and 
Pyarelal from Latanjali. 
In a career spanning 
eight decades, legendary 
singer Lata Mangesh-
kar recorded songs in 
Hindi, Marathi, Bengali 
and other regional lan-
guages.  Known as the 
‘Nightingale of India,’ 
she was honoured with 
the Bharat Ratna.

Akshay Kumar brutally trolled for 
‘walking on India’s map’ in new

Salman Khan On Pathaan Scenes With Shah 
Rukh: “Needed Special Film To Come Together”

Mumbai (Maharashtra): 
Not only for Shah Rukh 
Khan’s fans but Pathaan 
is also special for Salman 
Khan’s fans. Pathaan 
marked the on screen 
reunion of Shah Rukh 
Khan and Salman Khan 
after a long time. AD-
VERTISING On mak-
ing a special appearance 
in Pathaan, Salman said, 
“For Shah Rukh and I to 
come together on the big 
screen, it always needed 
a special film and I’m 
glad Pathaan is that film. 
When we did Karan Ar-
jun, it was a blockbuster 
and now, Pathaan, which 
is part of YRF’s Spy 
Universe, has also turned 
out to be a blockbuster. 
I’m aware that audienc-
es love to see us together 
on screen and I’m happy 
that they have given us 
so much love in Pathaan. 
I was floored when Adi 
narrated the sequence 
to me and told me about 
his vision to bring us to-
gether on screen again.” 
He added, “His (Adi’s) 
intention was to play to.

 the gallery and give our 
fans and audiences what 
they wanted to see from 
us. Given how closely 
Adi has known Shah 
Rukh and me, he truly 
managed to capture how 
we are as personalities in 
the scenes. This is why 
people are loving us on 
screen. Also, the way 
Siddharth executed the 
sequence and presented 
us was just brilliant. I’m 
happy for Shah Rukh and 
YRF for all the records 
that Pathaan is achiev-
ing. It is a huge win for 
Indian cinema that we 
are able to bring people 
back to the theatres af-
ter the pandemic.” Prior 
to Pathaan, SRK and 
Salman have worked to-
gether in ‘Karan Arjun’, 
‘Kuch Kuch Hota Hai’ 
and ‘Hum Tumhare Hain 
Sanam’. On collaborating 
with Salman after ages, 
SRK also expressed his 
happiness. Pathaan Box 
Office: Shah Rukh Khan 
Starrer Breaks Records 
in India and Overseas.

Kartik Aaryan Grooves on ‘Shehzada’ Songs With 
Fans, Says, ‘Your Love Makes me Unstoppable

New Delhi: Kartik Aary-
an has been looked up to 
by the masses for his up-
coming mass entertainer 
‘Shehzada’. While the 
youngest superstar truly 
left the entire nation im-
pressed with his action 
avatar and cool massive 
swag in the trailer of the 
film, he also gave every-
one a fun, party number 
and a romantic song. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like Get 
your LLM Degree at just 
INR.9,480/month. LL.B. 
Mandatory* Powered 

by Upgrad Unexpected 
ways for Indians to earn 
money online, within 
reach. GetsTake While 
the fever of the film has 
been constantly taking 
over the audience, our 
very own Shehzada is 
rigorously promoting 
the film and his tour has 
now reached Agra and 
Delhi where the super-
star witnessed a crazy 
crowd while totally win-
ning the grounds with 
his charm. Kartik took 
to his social media while 
sharing some glimpses 

of his Shehzada promo-
tional tour. While the 
pictures capture his mo-
ments with the crowd, 
he also shared some vid-
eos in which he can be 
seen grooving with the 
kids and cheering the 
audience on the songs 
of the film. Express-
ing his love to his fans, 
he jotted down a cap-
tion, “Your love makes 
me unstoppable #She-
hzada.” Watch the video 
shared by Kartik Aaryan 
Moreover, as Kartik had 
a super success-

ful 2022, with ‘Bhool 
Bhulaiyaa 2’ being the 
biggest blockbuster and 
having given his finest 
performance in ‘Freddy’, 
he is currently topping 
all the headlines for his 
upcoming film ‘Shehza-
da’. On the work front, 
besides ‘Shehzada’, Kar-
tik also has ‘Satya Prem 
Ki Katha’ lined up for 
this year and will also be 
seen in the 3rd install-
ment of Aashiqui. He 
also has Kabir Khan’s 
untitled in his kitty. 

‘Fans ka Sawaal hai’: SRK Opens up on his 
Reunion With Salman Khan in Pathaan

Rishab Shetty’s Kantara Is “Actually 
Part 2.” Prequel Expected Next Year

New Delhi: It’s official! 
Rishab Shetty has an-
nounced the prequel of 
his hit film Kantara. Yes, 
as the film completed 
100 days at the theatre, 
the star celebrated the 
milestone with his team 
and announced the news 
of a prequel. During an 
event, he thanked the au-
dience and said, “What 
you have seen is actually 
Part 2, Part 1 will come 
next year.” He added 
that the idea for the pre-
quel came to his mind 
while he was shooting 
for Kantara. “We are 
very pleased and thank-

ful to the audience who 
had shown immense love 
and support to Kantara 
and taking the journey 
ahead, with the bless-
ing of almighty Daiva 

the film has successfully 
completed 100 days and 
I would like to take this 
opportunity to announce 
the prequel of Kantara. 
What you have seen is 

actually Part 2, Part 1 
will come next year,” as 
per a report in Rishab 
Shetty added, “The idea 
has been flashed into my 
mind while I was shoot-
ing for Kantara because 
the history of Kantara 
has more depth to it, and 
currently, if the writing 
part is concerned we are 
in the middle of digging 
into more details. As the 
research is still progress-
ing, it would be very 
early to reveal details 
about the film.” During 
an event, the produced 
Vijay Kiragandur.

Mumbai: Not only for 
Shah Rukh Khan`s fans 
but Pathaan is also spe-
cial for Salman Khan`s 
fans. Pathaan marked 
the on-screen reunion of 
SRK and Salman after 
a long time. On making 
a special appearance in 
Pathaan, Salman said, 
“For Shah Rukh and I to 
come together on the big 
screen, it always needed 
a special film and I`m 
glad Pathaan is that film. 
When we did Karan Ar-
jun, it was a blockbuster 
and now, Pathaan, which 
is part of YRF`s Spy Uni-
verse, has also turned 
out to be a blockbuster. 

I`m aware that audiences 
love to see us together 
on screen and I`m happy 
that they have given us 
so much love in Pathaan. 
I was floored when Adi 
narrated the sequence to 
me and told me about his 

vision to bring us together 
on screen again.” He add-
ed, “His (Adi`s) intention 
was to play to the gallery 
and give our fans and au-
diences what they want-
ed to see from us. Given 
how closely Adi knows 

Shah Rukh and me, he 
truly managed to capture 
how we are as personali-
ties in the scenes. This is 
why people love us on 
screen. Also, the way 
Sidharth executed the 
sequence and presented 
us was just brilliant. I`m 
happy for Shah Rukh and 
YRF for all the records 
that Pathaan is achiev-
ing. It is a huge win for 
Indian cinema that we 
are able to bring people 
back to the theatres af-
ter the pandemic.” Prior 
to Pathaan, SRK and 
Salman have worked to-
gether in `Karan Arjun`, 
`Kuch Kuch Hota Hai.` 

Bollywood actor Akshay 
Kumar is once again getting 
trolled on social media. The 
actor is getting slammed 
by some netizens for walk-
ing on India’s map in a 
new promo video from the 
upcoming The Entertain-
ers’ North America Tour. 
The video shows the actor 
walking on the globe along 
with other Bollywood stars 
Disha Patani, Nora Fatehi, 
Mouni Roy and Sonam Ba-
jwa. However, only Kumar 
is getting trolled because 
his feet apparently stepped 
on the map of India. While 
sharing the now-controver-
sial promo video, Kumar 
wrote on Twitter, “The En-
tertainers are all set to bring 
100% shuddh desi (pure 
Indian) entertainment to 
North America. Fasten your 
seat belts, we’re coming 
in March!” Check out the 
tweet below. The Entertain-
ers are all set to bring 100% 
shuddh desi entertainment 
to North America. Fas-
ten your seat belts, we’re 
coming in March! ₹ @
qatarairways pic.twitter.
com/aoJaCECJce — Ak-

shay Kumar (@akshay-
kumar) February 5, 2023 
Reacting to the tweet, a 
user wrote, “What will the 
boycott gang say after see-
ing Akshay walk on our 
respected map???” Another 
commented, “Canadian 
citizen insulting my India. 
Is there any outrage from 
the right-wingers who were 
crying over the song Be-
sharam Rang.” And, one 
tweet read, “What kind of 
behaviour is this? Disre-
specting our country?” Also 
read: Anoushka Shankar 
picks Indian designer Rahul 
Mishra’s Fall 2022 Couture 
gown for Grammys 2023 
The actor, who is getting 
trolled for holding a Cana-

dian passport, spoke about 
his citizenship at HTLS 
2022. “Having a Canadian 
passport does not mean I 
am any less of an Indian. 
I am very much Indian. I 
have been here for nine 
years since I got my pass-
port. And I don’t want to 
get into the reason of why 
what happened, my films 
were not working, blah 
blah blah,” Kumar said. 
On the professional front, 
Kumar will be next seen in 
‘Selfiee’ as Vijay Kumar. 
The film is directed by Raj 
Mehta and also stars Em-
raan Hashmi, Diana Penty 
and Nushrratt Bharuccha. 
Kumar will also feature in 
‘OMG 2 – Oh My God! 2.


