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Courts Suspends Man’s 
Rape Sentence, Says Minor 

Girl Misrepresented Age

Will Restore 4% Quota 
For  Muslims If Elected In 

Karnataka: Congress

Despite 75 years of 
independence,India still 
plagued with water and 

power shortage: KCR

Rahul Gandhi Gets Notice To Vacate
Government Bungalow In A Month
The eviction notice from the Lok Sabha housing panel came two days after Rahul Gandhi’s disqualification from parliament

Delhi March 27 : Congress’s 
Rahul Gandhi has been 
asked to vacate his Tughlaq 
Lane bungalow, which he 
has been occupying since 
2005. The eviction notice 
from the Lok Sabha hous-
ing panel came two days af-
ter his disqualification from 
parliament following the 
two-year jail term handed 
to him by a Gujarat court in 
a defamation case. Mr Gan-
dhi’s team said they have 
not received the notice, 
which came amid Congress 
assertions that he would 

file an appeal against the 
Gujarat court’s judgment. 
He has been given 30 days 
to file an appeal. “This was 
expected of the BJP be-
cause the BJP is out on a 
witch hunt,” said Congress 
MP and its national spokes-
person Dr Naseer Hussain.  
“They use all kinds of tac-
tics to silence voices of dis-
sent. They have thrown one 
of our important leaders 
out of parliament by devi-
ous means and this is noth-
ing new,” he told NDTV. The 
eviction though, could be 

a technicality since as a 
recipient of “Z-Plus” secu-
rity, Mr Gandhi is entitled 
to accommodation pro-
vided by the government, 
sources pointed out. One 
should understand that he 
is a special protectee. Be-
fore he can find his accom-
modation, he will have to 
have some time. Whether 
he will write to them or not, 
or what will happen can be 
seen only after he takes ac-
tion,” said Dr Hussain. “Every 
MP is given a time frame, 
specially those are close to 

the ruling dispensation... 
from that party... they got 
three months, four months, 
six months’ time,” Dr Hus-
sain added, underscoring 
that he would not like to 
“name names”. Mr Gandhi 
has been given time till 
April 23 to vacate the 12 
Tughlaq Lane bungalow. 
To Congress allegations of 
“vindictiveness”, the BJP 
has responded with an ac-
cusation of “melodrama”. 
“You know the lines of pro-
priety, what is acceptable in 
the political system, the le-

gal system. He (Rahul Gan-
dhi) has been convicted by 
a court. Then, there are au-
tomatic procedures,” Union 
minister Hardeep Singh 
Puri has said, alluding to Mr 
Gandhi’s disqualification. 
Them in a jab at Mr Gandhi 
for his “I’m not Savarkar” re-
mark, he added, “You know 
the contribution of people 
like Savarkarji? As I said, 
you are getting an ass to 
run a horse’s race”. Mr Gan-
dhi was found guilty and 
sentenced to two years in 
prison last week.

Karnataka BJP MLA Arrested In Bribery Case
Madal Virupakshappa was named as the prime accused in the case after his son, Prashanth Madal, was 
caught allegedly accepting a  40 lakh bribe, allegedly on his behalf, last month

Bengaluru:March 27 :  Kar-
nataka BJP MLA Madal 

Virupakshappa, whose bail 
in a corruption case was 

recently cancelled, was ar-
rested today in a bribery 
case involving the Karna-
taka Soaps and Detergents 
Ltd where he was the chair-
man. The BJP MLA was ar-
rested near Kyathsandra 
toll booth near Tumakuru 
Road by the Lokayukta 
police on basis of a tip-off. 
Sources said he was travel-
ling from Channagiri in Da-
vangere district to Benga-
luru. Madal Virupakshappa 
was named as the prime 

accused in the case after his 
son, Prashanth Madal, was 
caught allegedly accepting 
a ₹ 40 lakh bribe, allegedly 
on his behalf, last month. 
The bribe was to meant to 
secure a tender to supply 
raw materials to Karnataka 
Soaps and Detergents Ltd, 
said the Lokayukta police, 
which was investigating 
the case. In the raid that fol-
lowed, unaccounted cash 
worth ₹ 8 crore was seized 
from his house. The Chan-

nagiri MLA had claimed 
that it was proceeds from 
the sale of arecanut (su-
pari). Shortly after, Mr Viru-
pakshappa stepped down 
from the chairman post. 
Earlier this month, the MLA 
got a hero’s welcome at his 
home town in Davangere 
when he surfaced after get-
ting anticipatory bail. But 
the bail was challenged in 
the top court, which asked 
him to appear and defend 
it. 

‘Madam President, Save Our Constitution
From A Disaster’: Mamata Urges Murmu

Delhi March 27 :Days after 
attacking Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi over Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi’s 
disqualification from Lok 
Sabha, West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee on Monday (March 27, 
2023) requested President 
Droupadi Murmu to “pro-
tect the Constitution” of the 
country and save it from a 

“disaster”. “Madam Presi-
dent, you are the constitu-
tional head of this country. 
I would request you to pro-
tect the Constitution and 
the constitutional rights 
of the poor people of this 
country. We would request 
you to save it from a disas-
ter,” Banerjee said at the 
civic reception hosted for 
Murmu, who arrived in Kol-

kata on Monday for a two-
day visit to West Bengal. 
The Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) supremo also lauded 
the President as a “Golden 
lady” and said the country 
has a proud heritage of 
people from various com-
munities, castes and creeds 
living in harmony for ages. 
She also spoke about West 
Bengal’s rich culture and 

heritage and said, “All the 
big reforms have come 
from Bengal and the inde-
pendence movement also 
rose from Bengal.” Earlier 
last week, Mamata, with-
out naming Rahul Gandhi, 
who has been disqualified 
from Lok Sabha after being 
convicted in a defamation 
case, said the country is 
witnessing.

‘Looks Like MNC Building’
Atishi Inspects Newly Built Delhi Govt School

Delhi March 27 :Delhi Edu-
cation Minister Atishi on 
Monday inspected a newly 
constructed city govern-
ment’s four-story school 
with 127 classrooms and 
other world-class facilities 
in Badli and assured the 
parents that finances will 
never become a barrier in 
the way of quality educa-
tion for their children. Ac-
cording to a government 
statement, Atishi inspected 

another state-of-the-art 
government school on 
Monday. The recently con-
structed four-story school 
in Libaspur village of Badli 
is no less than a magnifi-
cent building of a multi-
national company, it said. 
It is equipped with 127 
classrooms, eight labs, two 
libraries, an MP Hall with a 
capacity of 250 children, 
etc. Along with this, there 
is also a plan to build an 
indoor sports complex in 
this school, the statement 
stated. During the inspec-
tion of the school along 
with the officials of PWD 
and the education depart-
ment, the officials said that 
the construction work of 
the school.

Why no investigation into Adani issue, why 
so much of fear: Rahul targets PM Modi

Delhi March 27 :Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi on 
Monday asked Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi why 
there was no investiga-
tion into the investment of 
people’s retirement fund in 
the Adani group even after 
various allegations were 
levelled against the firm. 
Taking to Twitter, Gandhi 
said, “LIC’s capital, to Ada-
ni! SBI’s capital, to Adani! 

EPFO’s capital too, to Adani! 
Why is public’s retirement 
money being invested in 
Adani’s companies even 
after ‘Modani’ exposed?”. 
“Mr prime minister, no in-
vestigation, no answer! 
Why so much of fear,” he 
asked in a tweet in Hindi. 
A major political contro-
versy erupted after Adani 
Group stocks took a beat-
ing on the bourses after 

US-based short seller Hin-
denburg Research made 
a litany of allegations, in-
cluding fraudulent transac-
tions and share-price ma-
nipulation, last month. The 
Gautam Adani-led group 
has dismissed the charges 
as lies, saying it complies 
with all laws and disclosure 
requirements. Gandhi has 
been attacking the prime 
minister on the Adani issue 
and has been demanding 
an investigation into the 
matter. He has alleged that 
his disqualification from 
the Lok Sabha was due to 
him raising questions on 
the Adani issue, but assert-
ed that he will continue to 
do so even if he is disquali-
fied from Parliament for life. 
The former Congress chief 
was disqualified.

Tejashwi becomes 
father, RJD celebrates

Delhi March 27 :Jubilations 
erupted in the RJD camp 
on Monday as news spread 
that Tejashwi Yadav, the 
party’s de facto leader and 
the deputy chief minister of 
Bihar, has become a father. 
Yadav, who has stayed back 

in Delhi by the side of his 
wife Rajshree after an in-
terrogation by the CBI last 
weekend, broke the news 
on his Twitter handle and 
also shared a picture of 
himself holding the baby 
girl. Yadav was on March 
25 quizzed by the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
for more than eight hours, 
while the Enforcement 
Directorate questioned 
his MP sister Misa Bharti 
for over six hours, in con-
nection with the railways 
land-for-jobs scam case. 

SC notice 
to Centre, 
Gujarat govt on 
Bilkis Bano’s 
plea against 
remission to 
convicts

Delhi March 27 :The Su-
preme Court on Monday 
sought a response from 
the Centre, Gujarat govern-
ment and others on a plea 
filed by Bilkis Bano, who 
was gang-raped and sev-
en members of her family 
were killed during the 2002 
post-Godhra riots. Bano 
has challenged remission 
of sentence of 11 convicts 
in the case. While posting 
the matter for hearing on 
April 18, a bench of Justices 
K M Joseph and B V Naga-
rathna said there is a gamut 
of issues involved.

Security breach 
during Shah’s K’taka 
visit, two students held

Delhi March 27 :Karnataka 
Police have arrested two 
students from Bengaluru 
and are grilling them for vi-
olating security during the 
visit of Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, sources said 
on Monday. The arrested 
persons are identified as 
Imran and Zibran, both stu-

dents from Bengaluru and 
residents of Neelasandra. 
The incident took place on 
Sunday late night when 
Shah was reaching HAL 
Airport to take return flight 
to New Delhi after partici-
pating in the core commit-
tee meeting at the party 
headquarters in Bengaluru. 
The accused students had 
violated rules and travelled 
along with convoy of Amit 
Shah from Safina Plaza to 
Manipal Centre after enter-
ing the stretch of the road 
suddenly from nowhere. 
The bikers had continued 
to ride even as police men 
tried to stop them for 300 
meters. The police stopped 
them at the Manipal .

Attacks on Savarkar will reduce people’s sympathy over 
Disqualification, Sena reminds Rahul

Delhi March 27 :The Shiv 
Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb 
Thackeray) on Monday 
said Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi’s attack on free-
dom fighter V D Savarkar 
will lead to ebbing of sym-
pathy he has gained due 

to his disqualification as 
Lok Sabha MP. An edito-
rial in party mouthpiece 
‘Saamana’ said the truth, 
which Gandhi is fighting 
for today, will not win by 
making defamatory state-
ments against Savarkar. At 
a rally on Sunday, Uddhav 
Thackeray said he consid-
ers Savarkar as his “idol”, 
and asked Gandhi to refrain 
from “insulting” him. Thac-
keray said the Maha Vikas 
Aghadi (MVA) alliance of 
three parties - Sena (UBT), 
Congress and Nationalist 

Congress Party (NCP) - was 
formed to protect democ-
racy and it was necessary 
to work unitedly for it. “By 
making defamatory state-
ments against Savarkar, the 
sympathy gained by Rahul 
Gandhi will start ebbing. 
This will, for sure, put the 
Maharashtra Congress in 
a uncomfortable position,” 
the editorial said. Gandhi’s 
remarks that he is not Sa-
varkar to apologise will not 
affect the faith of the peo-
ple in the Hindutva ideo-
logue.
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Despite 75 years of independence,     
India still plagued with water and power shortage: KCR

Nanded: Ripping apart 
both the Congress and 
the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty for failing to ensure 
welfare of farmers, Chief 
Minister K Chandrashek-
har Rao said despite 75 
years of independence, 
India was still plagued 
with water and power 
shortage. Reiterating that 
India was replete with 

natural resources, he said 
there was abundant wa-
ter and the country’s vast 
lands were suitable for 
cultivation much more 
than those in China and 
the United States. Every 
year, there was provision 
of about 75,000 tmc of 
water and of this, only 
19,000 tmc was being 
utilized. Nearly 50,000 

tmc was flowing down 
into the Bay of Bengal. 
Similarly, there were 
361 billion tonnes of 
coal reserves with which 
24 hours quality power 
can be supplied for 125 
years, he explained. Yet 
the farmers were de-
prived of water and pow-
er for agriculture. When 
the country was blessed 
with resources, the Prime 
Minister at the Centre and 
the Chief Minister in Ma-
harashtra, with their lack 
of vision, were becom-
ing hurdles in ensuring 
optimum utility of these 
resources, he said. “Fight 
with me, I assure you wa-
ter will be supplied to ev-
ery acre,” Chandrashek-
har Rao said at the BRS 
meeting in Nanded on 
Sunday amidst ‘Desh 
ki Netha kaisa ho, KCR 
jaisa Ho’ slogans from 
the audience. The Con-
gress ruled the country 
for 54 years and BJP has 
been ruling for about 16 

years. Yet there was no 
substantial difference 
or development. There 
could have been some 
difference for some po-
litical parties and leaders, 
but the fate of people, es-
pecially farmers has not 
changed, he pointed out. 
All these aspects have to 
be discussed with fam-
ily and friends and there 
should be debates in vil-
lages, he said. “The key 
is our vote and unity. We 
have the ability to rule 
the nation, show your 
strength,” Chandrashek-
har Rao said, pointing 
out that as people con-
tinue to fight on caste 
and religion-based issues 
and stay divided, farmers 
would continue to die by 
suicide. “The only man-
tra is farmers have to stay 
united and form a team 
to fight against these par-
ties, which have taken the 
farming community for 
granted,” he said.

‘I am a citizen of India, I have work in every State’: 
CM KCR’s sharp retort to Devendra Fadnavis
Hyderabad: Not mincing 
words in a sharp retort 
to Maharashtra Deputy 
Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis’s recent re-
marks asking what busi-
ness K Chandrashekhar 
Rao had in Maharash-
tra, the BRS President 
said he is a citizen of 
India and has work in 
every State. Not stop-
ping with that, the Chief 
Minister also challenged 
Devendra Fadnavis to 
replicate Telangana’s 
model of welfare and de-
velopment. Even while 
demanding the BJP-Shi-
va Sena coalition in Ma-
harashtra to implement 
24 hours free power and 
water supply to farmers, 
give financial assistance 
of Rs 10,000 per acre and 
insurance coverage of 
Rs 5 lakh programmes, 
Chandrashekhar Rao also 
wanted the Maharashtra 
government to procure 
the yield from farmers as 

was done in Telangana by 
setting up over 7,000 pro-
curement centres across 
the State, besides imple-
menting Dalit Bandhu 
for upliftment of Dalits. 
“Devendra Fadnavisji, 
give me assurance and 
execute these works and 
I will stop coming to Ma-
harashtra, failing which 
I will continue to visit 
the State,” he said to ap-
plause from the massive 
crowd at Kandhar Loha 
on Sunday. Listing out 
what was wrong in Ma-
harashtra and how these 
could be rectified with a 
committed approach, the 
Chief Minister said he 
had noticed large tracts 
of parched lands on his 
way to Nanded. This was 
even when River Goda-
vari and Krishna origi-
nated from Maharash-
tra. Farmers here were 
facing severe shortage 
of water and power for 
agriculture. Telangana 

was much backward than 
Maharashtra eight years 
ago and farmers were 
committing suicides due 
to acute shortage of wa-
ter and power, he said. 
However, due to effec-
tive implementation of 
welfare programmes and 
abundant supply of water 
and power, the farming 
community in Telangana 
was now happy. Farmers 
in Maharashtra should 
also be happy, he said. 
“Dhan (finance) ki karni 
se zyada, Mann (commit-
ment) ki karni chahiye,” 
he said. Pointing out that 
free lunch programmes 

were arranged at differ-
ent places in Nanded to 
stop people from attend-
ing the BRS meeting, 
Chandrashekhar Rao 
said despite such cheap 
attempts, there was pres-
sure from people in West 
Maharashtra to convene 
BRS meetings in Chan-
drapur, Solapur and other 
places, he said. Taking 
a dig at the Maharash-
tra government, he also 
said the Nanded airport, 
which was supposed to 
be operated for 24 hours, 
was now being shut for 
night operations. “What 
does this reflect – devel-

BRS Will Contest in Upcoming Local 
Body Elections in Maharashtra: KCR

anded: Setting the tone 
for the Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi’s foray into Ma-
harashtra politics, Party 
President and Chief Min-
ister K Chandrashekhar 
Rao dared the BJP-Shiva 
Sena combine to imple-
ment the Telangana mod-
el of development for 
farmers and for the Dalit 
community as well. An-
nouncing that the BRS, 
which was now regis-
tered with the State Elec-
tion Commission, would 
contest from every seat 

in the forthcoming lo-
cal body elections in the 
neighbouring State, he 
called upon farmers and 
the BRS cadre to show 
their strength in the Pan-
chayat Raj and Zilla Pari-
shad elections, following 
which not just the State 
government but even the 
union government would 
come running to their 
doorsteps to solve their 
problems. Calling upon 
a massive gathering at 
Kandhar Loha in Nanded 
district of Maharashtra to 

set aside ‘jativad’ (caste) 
and ‘dharmvad’ (religion) 
and to uphold ‘kisanvad’ 
(farmer’s welfare), the 
Chief Minister said the 
first meeting itself of the 
BRS at Nanded’s Bho-
kar on February 5 had 
jolted the Maharashtra 
government into action, 
which then hastened to 
announce an input sub-
sidy of Rs.6,000 per acre 
to farmers. “This is the 
power of the pink flag,” 
he said, stating the input 
subsidy should be in-
creased to Rs.10,000 per 
acre as was being given 
in Telangana. “Why was 
this assistance not an-
nounced earlier? The 
BJP government is tak-
ing farmers for granted 
and that’s why the BRS 
coined the slogan ‘Ab ki 
Baar Kisan Sarkar’, he 
said. Recalling a question 
from Maharashtra Depu-
ty Chief Minister De-

Dr P. Raghu Ram, Direc-
tor, KIMS-USHALAK-
SHMI Centre for Breast 
Diseases, has been cham-
pioning several life trans-
forming philanthropic 
initiatives over the past 
8 years in his adopted 
village - Ibrahimpur, the 
remotest hamlet in Me-
dak District, Telangana. 
Most recently, he has 
contributed Rs 10 lakhs 
towards the SUKANYA 
SAMRIDDHI YOJANA 
SCHEME Accounts of 
all 37 girl children under 
the age of 10 years study-
ing at Ibrahimpur Prima-
ry School. Rs 27, 000 has 
been credited into each 
of the 37 Suknaya Sam-
riddhi Yojana accounts of 
these girl children, which 
would mature to around 
Rs 1 lakh each, when 
they turn 21. This amount 

could cover expenses 
towards higher stud-
ies/wedding of the girl 
child. Powered by This 
hugely impactful highest 
interest generating post 
office savings scheme, 
which was launched by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in 2015, fetches 3 
– 4 times the Principal 
invested amount at the 
time of maturity. Further-
more, money cannot be 
withdrawn by any family 
member until maturity, 
to ensure the girl child 
is protected. Interacting 
with the recipients of 37 
girl children and their 
families in Siddipet to-
day, Harish Rao, Minis-
ter for Finance, Health, 
Medical & Family Wel-
fare, Govt. of Telangana 
paid rich tributes to Dr 
Raghu Ram for spear-

heading several phil-
anthropic initiatives in 
Ibrahimpur since 2015, 
which includes con-
struction of a modern 
crematorium for village 
residents, a cattle shed 
in the village outskirts to 
prevent cattle born infec-
tions, Home solar system 
to ensure zero electricity 
bills for life, a Digital 
class room & a Dining 
Hall in the school prem-
ises & an open air Gym 
to ensure healthy living. 
He also said that Ibra-
himpur has attracted the 
attention & appreciation 
from Bureaucrats, Offi-
cers & Politicians from 
across the Country, who 
have personally visited 
the village & witnessed 
first-hand the impact of 
the hugely beneficial de-
velopmental activities in 

the village. Speaking on 
the occasion, Dr Raghu 
Ram, said “ It has been 
a blessing and an incred-
ible privilege to have 
been able to reach out to 
the residents of my ad-
opted village - Ibrahim-
pur. It is unreasonable to 
expect the Government 
to do everything & is 
vitally important for the 
citizenry who have the 

resources to stand shoul-
der to shoulder with the 
Government and do what 
is required to improve 
the lives of those who 
are less fortunate. There 
are around 10, 000 vil-
lages in Telangana. It is 
my wish and desire that 
if just 10, 000 citizens 
adopt one village each 
and invest part of their 
time & energy to uplift.

Health Minister Harish Rao applauds Dr Raghu Ram
philanthropic initiatives in Ibrahim-
pur over the past 8 years

The national medical commission team will conduct
Surprise inspection of Government Medical College, Nirmal any time

M.A.Waseem, Staff Report-
er Nirmal, March, 27. An 
experienced, able and em-
inent Medical educationist 
Dr. J.V.D.S.Prasad had tak-
en charge as an incharge 
Principal, Government 
Medical College and Gen-
eral Hospital Nirmal. He 
was an Assistant Director 
Medical Education depart-
ment and was the Head Of 
the Department of Derma-
tology, Osmania Medical 
College Hyderabad and 
having well experience of 
establishing Government 
Medical College, Mah-
boobnagar  successfully 
in 2015. In an exclusive 
interview  with this news-
paper Dr. Prasad said that 
he is appointed here to 
take all steps to establish 
necessary infrastructure 
and system for the Govern-
ment Medical College Nir-
mal which is going to be 
established this academic 
year to satisfy the norms of 
National Medical Commis-
sion. As per his previous 
experience of establish-
ing Government Medical 
College, Mahboobnagar 
in 2015, he is working in 
the same spirit here since 
day one of his joining. He 

said that he ordered to 
the concerned engineers 
to speed up the construc-
tion work of the medical 
college building and visit-
ing the site regularly and 
monitoring the construc-
tion work and taking all 
necessary steps to develop 
infrastructure to satisfy the 
norms of National Medical 
Commission, as they want 
to be seen without errors 
in any circumstances, for 
consideration by the NMC 
team. He said that the NMC 
team will conduct surprise 
inspection of Government 
Medical College Nirmal 
any time. He said the Telan-
gana State Government 
is trying to provide more 
medical education and 
medical, health, facilities to 
the people. Last year Telan-
gana government started 
8 medical colleges at the 
same time and created a 
record and in the same 
spirit the Telangana Gov-
ernment is taking steps to 
start 9 Medical colleges in 9 
new districts this academic 
year. In which one college 
will be start at Nirmal dis-
trict headquarters. He said, 
though it is a challenge 
for the Telangana Govern-

ment but to develop the 
medical education, medi-
cal and  health,  facilities in 
the state the government 
accepted the challenge, 
now this is the moral duty 
of the people of Telangana 
to co-operate the govern-
ment in all aspects, he add-
ed. He said Health Minister 
T. Harish Rao is conducting 
review meetings in the 
matter and has directed to 
speed up the construction 
works related to 9 medical 
colleges and suggested 
to provide all necessary 
hostel accommodation 
for medical students in 
these 9 government medi-
cal colleges and ordered 
to prepare the necessary 
furniture and equipment 
by the time the MBBS first 
year classes start. Dr.Prasad 
said that the academic 
year start by next July - Au-
gust, medical education 
and medical and health 
facilities will be more ac-
cessible to the people in 
these 9 new districts. He 
said that if 9 medical col-
leges are completed this 
year the number of gov-
ernment medical colleges 
in Telangana State will 
reach to 26 and number of 

MBBS seats will increase to 
3690. He said there were 5 
government medical col-
leges before the formation 
of Telangana state, now 
reaching 26 is proof of 
Telangana government’s 
perseverance to strength-
en medical education and 

medical and health facili-
ties in the state. He said 5 
government medical col-
leges were established in 
Telangana in 60 years and 
after formation of Telan-
gana state 21 government  
medical colleges were es-
tablished in last 8-9 years. 

Dr. Prasad said that as 
part of the target of start-
ing 9 medical colleges 67 
people have already been 
given promotions and the 
government has decided 
to give postings to 210 as-
sociate professors through 
counseling and process 

of appointment of 1,442 
assistant professors has 
reached in final stage, he 
added. Dr. Prasad said that 
the Telangana Health Min-
ister Harish Rao is conduct-
ing a video conference on 
28th March with the min-
isters , MLAs , district col-

lectors, college principals , 
and engineers of the 9 dis-
tricts to speed up the work 
of the medical colleges. He 
said that the DME Dr. Ra-
mesh Reddy will visit the 
new medical colleges in 
the next few days and will 
take steps to speed.
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Will Restore 4% Quota For  
Muslims If Elected In Karnataka: Congress

Bengaluru: Flaying the 
BJP-led Karnataka gov-
ernment for its decision 
to scrap reservation for 
Muslims under Catego-
ry 2B in the OBC list, 
the Congress declared 
on Sunday that it would 
restore the quota to the 
minority community in 
the event of the party 
coming to power in the 
State, where Assembly 
elections are due by May. 
The Cabinet meeting 
on Friday also decided 
to split this quantum 
(four per cent) equally 

between Vokkaliga and 
Veerashaiva-Lingayats 
at two per each in jobs 
and admissions in edu-
cational institutions, 
which was welcomed by 
the two politically influ-
ential communities. The 
government moved Mus-
lims into the 10 per cent 
Economically Weaker 
Sections (EWS) pool. 
President of the Karna-
taka Pradesh Congress 
Committee (KPCC) DK 
Shivakumar termed the 
step “unconstitutional”. 
“They (the government) 

think that reservation 
can be distributed like a 
property. It’s not a prop-
erty. It’s a right (of mi-
norities)”, he told report-
ers here. “We don’t want 
their four per cent to be 
scrapped and given to 
any of the major commu-
nities. They ((members 
of the minority commu-
nity) are our brothers and 
family members”. “En-
tire Vokkaligas and Veer-
ashaiva-Lingayats are 
rejecting this offer,” Mr 
Shivakumar claimed. Ex-
uding confidence that the 
Congress party will come 
to power in the “next 45 
days”, he said: “we will 
scrap all this” and added 
that there is no basis to 
remove Muslims from 
the OBC list.Charging 
the Basavaraj Bommai-
government with trying 
to rake up “emotional 
issues” as it’s set to lose 
the polls, Mr Shivaku-
mar said as party presi-
dent, he wants to declare 
that the first meeting of 

the Cabinet, in the event 
of Congress coming to 
power, would take a deci-
sion to restore the quota. 
A Congress statement 
said the complete taking 
away of the decades-old 
reservation for Muslim 
minorities of four per 
cent has caused great 
consternation and a sense 
of injustice in the minor-
ity community. It alleged 
that shifting of Muslims 
to the EWS quota is per 
se unconstitutional and 
is an attempt to deceive 
the minority community. 
“EWS quota is founded 
upon economic status and 
income. It is not based 
upon caste or religion. 
A member of any caste 
or religion would any-
way be entitled to EWS 
reservation based on his 
or her economic status,” 
the party said. “How is 
the (Basavaraj) Bommai 
government then making 
false claims of shifting 
Muslim minority to EWS 
quota?”

Davanagere (Karnataka): 
Invoking an incident in 
which former Karnataka 
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah allegedly slapped 
a Congress supporter, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday said 
that someone who can-
not respect party workers 
can never respect people. 
A video from Friday’s in-
cident, in which Siddara-
maiah is seen purportedly 
slapping a supporter who 
had come to meet him at 
his Bengaluru residence, 
was shared widely across 
social media platforms. 
Addressing a rally in poll-
bound Karnakata on Sat-
urday, PM Modi, without 
naming the former Kar-
nakata CM, said, “I came 
across a video on social 
media where a prominent 
leader of a political party 
is seen slapping his own 
party worker in full pub-
lic view. Can those, who 
can’t treat their own party 
workers with respect, be 
respectful of the people? 
In the BJP, no one is big 

or small.” Further, taking 
the attack to the police, 
PM Modi said Karnataka 
has seen opportunistic 
and selfish governments 
for a long time and it is 
time for the state to have 
a stable government of 
the BJP. “Karnataka saw 
many opportunistic and 
selfish governments for 
a period in its history, 
seriously impairing its 
growth and progress. 
The state needs a stable 
BJP government for its 
development,” said PM 
Modi, addressing the Vi-
jaya Sankalp Yatre Maha 
Sangama on Saturday. 
Taking a jibe at the Con-
gress for raising the slo-
gan ‘Modi teri kabar khu-
degi’ (Modi, your grave 
will be dug), Prime Min-
ister Modi said while the 
grand old party may be 
dreaming of digging his 
grave, the people of Kar-
nataka are saying “Modi 
Tera Kamal Khilega” 
(Modi, more lotuses will 
bloom).”Our country had 
been mired in dirty poli-

tics for years. What pre-
vailed in the country then 
was the politics of allega-
tion and blame game. But 
since coming to power, 
the BJP has transformed 
the ‘Politics of Percep-
tion’ in the country into 
the ‘Politics of Perfor-
mance’,” PM Modi said. 
Flaying the Opposition 
in Karnataka, which the 
BJP considers as its gate-
way to the South, PM 
Modi said, “Karnataka 
saw and suffered oppor-
tunistic and selfish gov-
ernments for a long time, 
which affected its prog-
ress. That is why a stable 
government of the BJP is 

the need of the hour, in 
the interest of the state’s 
development.” “Karnata-
ka has made up its mind 
to bring back the double-
engine government in the 
state. The BJP has put de-
velopment on fast-track. 
Therefore, the need of 
the hour is for the BJP 
to return to power in the 
interest of taking Karna-
taka to development and 
prosperity,” he added. 
The term of the exist-
ing Karnataka Assembly 
is due to expire on May 
24. An official announce-
ment of the poll schedule 
by the Election Commis-
sion is expected soon.

‘Quota For Muslims Was   Unconstitutional’: 
Amit Shah As Karnataka Scraps It

Bidar (Karnataka): Fol-
lowing the removal of 4 
per cent OBC reservation 
for Muslims in Karnata-
ka, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah on Sunday 
lashed out at Congress 
and said that there is no 
provision in the Consti-
tution to provide reserva-
tion on the basis of reli-
gion. In a cabinet meeting 
on Friday, the Karnataka 
government scrapped 
the 4 per cent OBC res-
ervation for Muslims 
and distributed it among 
two dominant commu-
nities, Veerashaiva-Lin-
gayats and Vokkaligas. 
It also decided to move 
OBC Muslims to the 10 
per cent Economically 
Weaker Section (EWS) 

category. Mr Shah inau-
gurated the ‘Garota Sha-
heed Smarak’ and a me-
morial of Sardar Vallabh 
Bhai Patel. He also hoist-
ed a 103-ft high national 
flag in Karnataka. While 
addressing a public meet-
ing, Mr Shah said, “Res-
ervations provided to 
the minority was not as 
per Constitution. There 
is no provision in the 
Constitution to provide 
reservation on the basis 
of religion.” “The Con-
gress government, due to 
its polarisation politics, 
provided reservation to 
the minority. The BJP 
scrapped that reserva-
tion and provided reser-
vations to Vokkaliga and 
Lingayat communities,” 

added Mr Shah. Attack-
ing Congress’ polarised 
politics, Mr Shah said 
that in the greed of the 
vote bank, Congress nev-
er commemorated those 
who died while fight-
ing for Independence 
and ‘Hyderabad mukti’. 
Will Restore 4% Quota 
For Muslims If Elected 
In Karnataka: Congress 
Will Restore 4% Quota 
For Muslims If Elected 
In Karnataka: Congress 
Karnataka Congress 
Chief Said This On 
Scrapped 4% Quota For 
Muslims Karnataka Con-
gress Chief Said This On 
Scrapped 4% Quota For 
Muslims KCR’s Party 
To Back “Natural Ally” 
Janata Dal Secular In 

Karnataka Polls: Report 
KCR’s Party To Back 
“Natural Ally” Janata 
Dal Secular In Karnataka 
Polls: Report “If Sardar 
Patel had not been there, 
Hyderabad would have 
never attained indepen-
dence. Bidar too would 
not have attained inde-
pendence,” added Amit 
Shah. Mr Shah also high-
lighted the sacrifice of 
people in Gorata village 
where people were alleg-
edly killed by the army of 
a cruel Nizam for hoist-
ing a 2.5-ft tall tricolour. 
“In this Gorata village, 
hundreds of people were 
killed by the army of a 
cruel Nizam for hoisting 
just a 2.5-ft tall Trico-
lour. Today, I proudly say 

that on the same land, we 
have hoisted a 103-ft tall 
Tricolour that can’t be 
hidden from anyone”. 
While inaugurating a 20-
ft tall statue of Sardar Pa-
tel and Garota Shaheed 
Smarak, Mr Shah said the 
statue is a symbol of the 
significant role played by 
the country’s first Home 
Minister. “On the same 
land, a memorial of those 
immortal martyrs has 
been erected. This 20-
foot tall statue of Sardar 
Patel is a symbol of the 
significant role played 
by our first Home Minis-
ter in ousting the Nizam 
from Hyderabad. That is 
why this area, this Bidar 
could become a part of 
India,” said Mr Shah.

Shah slams BRS, Cong for ignoring 
Hyderabad liberation martyrs

BIDAR: Union home 
minister Amit Shah 
raised the political heat 
in poll-bound Karna-
taka and adjacent Telan-
gana by slamming both 
the Congress and the 
K.Chandrashekar Rao-
led BRS government for 
“hesitating” to celebrate 
the Hyderabad Libera-
tion Day on Septem-
ber 17 and for failing 
to remember those who 
fought and sacrificed 
their lives to liberate Hy-
derabad from the clutch-
es of the “brutal Nizam 
rule”. Shah, who inaugu-
rated a martyrs’ memo-
rial in Gorata in Karna-
taka’s Bidar, where 200 
people were massacred 
by the Razakar militia, 
stated that after the BJP 
is re-elected in Karnataka 
and the grand memo-

rial is built, the party will 
celebrate the next Hy-
derabad Liberation Day 
at Gorata. “The people 
of Hyderabad state were 
crushed under the Nizam 
rule even after India got 
independence from the 
British,” he said. “Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
respected the aspirations 
of Telangana people and 
decided to celebrate Hy-
derabad Liberation Day 
every year,” he said. He 
was addressing a large 
public gathering after 
inaugurating the memo-
rial at what is called the 
“Jallianwala Bagh of 
South India”, unveiling 
a statue of the first home 
minister late Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel Shah and 
hoisting a 103-feet high 
National Flag at Gorata 
in Bidar. Shah stated that 

200 people were mas-
sacred on May 9, 1948. 
It was an important day 
for an “emotional person 
like him” because the 
“ruthless army of Nizam 
butchered hundreds of 
people” for hoisting a 
2.5 ft Tricolour. Despite 
the massacre, the Con-
gress had never remem-
bered those who fought 
and sacrificed their lives 
for Hyderabad libera-
tion only for its greed 
for vote bank. “Today, 
I can proudly proclaim 
that I hoisted the 103-feet 
Tricolour, which no one 
can ever reach,” Shah re-
marked. Paying his trib-
utes to Sardar Patel, Shah 
stated that without Patel, 
Hyderabad would not 
have been liberated. “The 
Telangana government is 
hesitating to celebrate.

Congress protests in AP against 
Rahul Gandhis disqualification

Vijayawada: AP Con-
gress leaders staged 
Sankalpa Satyagraha 
protests all over the state 
on Sunday against the 
disqualification of Rahul 
Gandhi from Parliament. 
They flayed the politics 
of vendetta of the BJP, 
prime minister Narendra 
Modi and home minister 
Amit Shah. APCC presi-
dent and former MLC 
Gidugu Rudra Raju par-
ticipated in the protest 
at the Mahatma Gandhi 
statue near Kaleswara 
Rao Market in Vijayawa-

da. Rudra Raju said that 
Rahul Gandhi’s two-year 
jail term awarded by a Su-
rat court was not accept-
able to the party. While 
there had been instances 
of BJP legislators being 
convicted, their mem-
bership in the respective 
legislatures was not ter-
minated, he pointed out. 
He said though the court 
has given 30 days’ time 
to Rahul Gandhi to ap-
peal in higher courts, 
the BJP has shown an 
unjustified hurry in dis-
qualifying him. The BJP 

schemed to disqualify 
Rahul Gandhi to escape 
from the questions he 
was asking in Parlia-
ment, it was alleged. 
APCC working president 
Janga Gowtham alleged 
that the BJP was at-
tempting to silence those 
questioning it. “The BJP 
is trying to divert public 
attention from whopping 
NPAs and the unsustain-
able public debt, which 
are a result of the BJP’s 
wrong policies and crony 
capitalism,” he said. CPI 
secretary K Ramakrishna 

Suspended ML A Sridevi vows to give return gift to 

Vijayawada: Suspended 
YSRC MLA from Ta-
dikonda Dr Vundavalli 
Sridevi on Sunday ve-

hemently denied the al-
legation that she did 
cross-voting in the re-
cent MLC elections, and 

warned the party that she 
would give a ‘return gift’ 
to Jagan Mohan Reddy 
and the YSR Congress 
in the future elections. 
Claiming that she was 
now an independent 
MLA without any po-
litical affiliation, Sridevi 
extended her full support 
to the ‘Amaravati capi-
tal’ cause and promised 
to put her life at stake to 
fight for it. Sridevi com-
plained on Sunday that 

she was facing a threat 
to her life from party 
general secretary and 
government adviser Saj-
jala Ramakrishna Reddy. 
“Unfortunately, Andhra 
Pradesh is facing a situa-
tion where even a woman 
MLA has no protection. I 
would lodge a complaint 
to the National Sched-
uled Caste Commission 
against Ramakrishna 
Reddy,”

Job Exam Paper Leak: Investigation Team 
Issues Notice To Telangana BJP President

Hyderabad: The Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) 
of Telangana police, 
probing the alleged leak 
of a question paper of the 
State public service com-
mission, on Saturday is-
sued notice to State BJP 
President Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar directing that 
he appear before it on 
March 26. Referring to 
the reported comments of 

Mr Kumar that there are 
some incredible truths 
on the paper leak issue, 
the SIT officials sought 
his appearance with any 
documents in his posses-
sion in the interest of the 
investigation. Respond-
ing to the notice issued to 
him, Mr Kumar said the 
party’s legal team would 
go into the issue and that 
an appropriate response 

would be given. Mr Ku-
mar, who was address-
ing a ‘Maha Dharna’ 
organised by his party 
against the alleged paper 
leak and seeking jobs for 
unemployed youth, at-
tacked the Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi (BRS) govern-
ment for issuing notices 
to opposition leaders 
instead of taking action 
as per law against those 

guilty. On Thursday, 
State Congress president 
and Member of Parlia-
ment A Revanth Reddy 
appeared before the SIT 
after being summoned 
to give evidence over his 
allegations in connection 
with the case. Speaking 
to reporters after appear-
ing before the SIT, he al-
leged that by issuing no-
tices to him.

“Those Who Can’t Treat Own Workers 
With Respect”: PM Jabs Siddaramaiah

NTPC Ramagundam holds one-day Workshop on use of  Hindi 
Peddapalli, March 27: “It is 
not only our constitutional 
obligation but also our 
moral obligation to use of-
ficial language Hindi in our 
day-to-day work,” said Gen-
eral Manager Alok Chan-
dra Thakur.  Presiding over 
the inaugural of a one-day 
workship organized by 
the NTPC Ramagundam 
on Monday, he said that 
the workship was aimed 
at motivating the employ-
ees to work in the official 
language Hindi and to re-
move the difficulties in the 
use of Hindi.  He also sug-
gested that all computers 
had the facility of Google 
Indic keyboard through 
this, the use of Hindi can 
be increased easily. Speak-
ing on the occasion, Senior 

Manager Somla Bukaya 
was awarded for his special 
contribution in Hindi im-
plementation. Additional 
General Manager (Electri-
cal Maintenance) BRP Rao 
coordinated the workshop 
in which 21 employees of 
the Electrical Maintenance 
Department participated. 
Senior Manager Rajbha-
sha Adesh Kumar Pandey 
thanked all the partici-
pants and gave detailed 
information to the people 
about Hindi Incentive 
Scheme, Hindi Award and 
Book Writing Scheme and 
told them tips to follow the 
rules of Hindi. Other senior 
officers of the department 
actively participated in this 
workshop.
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Courts Suspends Man’s Rape 
Sentence, Says Minor Girl Misrepresented Age

New Delhi: The Delhi 
High Court has suspend-
ed the sentence of a man, 
who was convicted for 
raping a minor, noting 
that the girl had volun-
tarily gone with him by 
misrepresenting herself 
to be a major. Justice 
Jasmeet Singh noted in 
an order on Friday that 
the girl was 17 years and 
four months old when 
she eloped with the man 
and, thereafter, they had 
a child who is in the care 
and custody of the pros-
ecutrix. The high court, 
which was hearing an 

appeal filed by the man 
challenging his convic-
tion and 12 years’ impris-
onment, said to uphold 
the trial court judgment 
or to set it aside would 
require detailed hearing 
and appreciation of facts 
which shall be taken up 
when the appeal is fi-
nally heard. However, 
the sentence of the appel-
lant is suspended during 
the pendency of the ap-
peal on certain terms and 
conditions including that 
the man will not inter-
fere in the life of the girl 
and the minor child until 

and unless she so desires 
and permits. The girl, in 
her statement recorded 
before a magistrate as 
well as in her evidence, 
has stated that she ran 
away with the man out of 
“her own free will” and 
that “she is in love with 
him” and prayed that he 
be released on bail. In 
her cross-examination, 
the girl further stated 
that she was the one who 
misrepresented her age to 
the man to state that she 
was a major at the time of 
running away with him. 
“These are facts which 
persuade me to suspend 
the sentence of the ap-
pellant even though he 
has not undergone 50 per 
cent of the awarded sen-
tence. The evidence, the 
section 164 CrPC state-
ment and the cross exam-
ination of the prosecutrix, 
seem to suggest that it 
was the prosecutrix who 
had gone with the ap-
pellant by misrepresent-

ing her age and showing 
herself to be a major,” 
the judge said. The high 
court was dealing with 
the man’s application 
seeking suspension of 
his sentence awarded to 
him in November 2020 
by a trial court here. Man 
held for blackmailing, 
sexually harassing girls 
on Instagram Man held 
for blackmailing, sexu-
ally harassing girls on 
Instagram Delhi Court 
Notice To Centre On Re-
quest Of Boy Suffering 
From Rare Disease Delhi 
Court Notice To Centre 
On Request Of Boy Suf-
fering From Rare Disease 
Court Asks Child Rights 
Body To Reply Over Ra-
hul Gandhi’s Pic With 
Rape Victim’s Parents 
Court Asks Child Rights 
Body To Reply Over Ra-
hul Gandhi’s Pic With 
Rape Victim’s Parents As 
per the nominal roll of 
March 13, 2023, the man 
has undergone 3 years 1 

month 7 days’ imprison-
ment. He has a remission 
of 6 months 27 days and 
an unexpired portion of 8 
years 3 months 26 days, 
the high court noted. It 
said the man be released 
from jail on furnishing a 
personal bond and surety 
bond of ₹ 10,000 each 
and he shall provide his 
mobile phone number to 
the investigating officer 
(IO), which shall be kept 
in working condition at 
all times. The man shall 
furnish his permanent ad-
dress to the IO and shall 
appear before the court 
as and when the appeal is 
taken up for hearing and 
shall not leave the coun-
try, it said. “The appellant 
shall not be in the vicinity 
of the prosecutrix or any 
of her family members. 
He shall try and contrib-
ute some amount towards 
the upbringing of the mi-
nor child. He shall not in-
dulge in any act or omis-
sion that is unlawful.

Chirag Delhi Flyover Likely To 
Re-Open For Traffic By April 1
New Delhi: The ongoing 
repair work on Chirag 
Delhi flyover was de-
layed by a couple of days 
due to recent rains in the 
city, an official said on 
Saturday. Public Works 
Department (PWD) min-
ister Atishi have directed 
officials to ensure open-
ing it for traffic by April 
1. The minister in her 
second visit of the fly-
over on Saturday, second 
in last one week, also di-
rected them to keep one 
lane of the flyover open 
for traffic during repair 
work. She observed dur-
ing the visit that mainte-
nance work was running 
2 days behind the sched-
uled date of completion 
due to unexpected rains 
in the past few days. 
“The PWD minister in-
structed the officials to 
expedite the maintenance 
work on the first part of 
the flyover and prepare to 
open it for traffic by April 
1,” said a Delhi govern-
ment statement. Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejri-

wal is closely monitoring 
the maintenance work of 
the Chirag Delhi flyover, 
Atishi said. “Our prior-
ity is to get the people of 
Delhi traffic-free. PWD 
is working on a war foot-
ing in this direction and 
will complete the main-
tenance work of the Chi-
rag Delhi flyover soon so 
that people can get relief 
from traffic,” she stated. 
ALSO READ Chirag 
Delhi Flyover Repair 
Work Going On Even 
At Night: Arvind Kejri-
wal Chirag Delhi Flyover 
Repair Work Going On 
Even At Night: Arvind 
Kejriwal Traffic Crawls 
In South Delhi As Roads 
Undergo Repair, Con-

struction Work Traffic 
Crawls In South Delhi As 
Roads Undergo Repair, 
Construction Work Traf-
fic Jams In Delhi Contin-
ue To Trouble Commut-
ers For Third Day Traffic 
Jams In Delhi Continue 
To Trouble Commuters 
For Third Day During 
the joint inspection with 
the officials of PWD 
and Delhi Police, she in-
structed the officials to 
make an action plan for 
better traffic manage-
ment during the mainte-
nance of both phases of 
work. Maintenance work 
is going on at the Chirag 
Delhi flyover and a part 
of the flyover has been 
closed for traffic, l

Spoofed calls trick politicians, IPS officers
with pride. I want to tell 
him - we will give more 
such chances to make you 
feel proud -- if you do not 
interfere in our work.” 
NEW DELHI: Delhi Po-
lice recently conducted 
raids in different parts 
of the country and ar-
rested four members of a 
gang, who had allegedly 
spoofed numbers of the 
office of a chief minister, 
apart from senior intel-
ligence and government 
officials, to con politi-
cians and some IPS of-
ficers on different pre-
texts, including getting a 
ticket for the upcoming 
2024 elections. Spoofed 
calls trick politicians 
GFX The suspects even 
extorted Rs 50 lakh as 
an advance for the ticket 
from the politician. Most 

of the siphoned money 
was converted to crypto-
currency and stashed in a 
wallet. The police have 
seized the mobile phone 
having the wallet named 
Octafx, which contains 
around $59,000. The sus-
pects were found to be 
using a spoofing appli-
cation named Viberplus. 
The accused searched 
the numbers of senior of-
ficers on the internet by 
surfing the government 
portals and registered 
them on the application, 
after which calls were 
made from the desired 
numbers. The arrested 
men were identified as 
Justin Mohanlal Pareira 
(46), Dasrath Makwana 
(33) and his, cousin, Na-
resh Kumar (36) from 
Gujarat, and Himanshu 

Singh (22) from Luc-
know. The suspects 
initially dealt in multi-
level marketing and cryp-
to-currency business, but 
resorted to crime for easy 
money. The operation, 
which was kept under the 
wraps, was conducted 
along with sleuths of an 
intelligence agency. The 
accused, part of an elab-
orate racket, were pro-
duced in court and taken 
on police remand for in-
terrogation. They have 
subsequently been sent to 
Tihar jail in judicial cus-
tody. The police had filed 
an FIR on February 17 
on a complaint received 
from a government of-
ficial and started covert 
tracking of the suspects. 
As per documents sub-
mitted in court, two of 

the calls were made on 
January 31 and February 
16 to a senior IPS offi-
cer, seeking favours re-
garding transfer of some 
police officers. The IPS 
officer was asked by the 
crooks -- impersonating 
an official from the office 
of a chief minister -- to 
meet a politician as well 
and gave names of three 
police officials for the 
transfer as a “test task”. 
The officer verified the 

call after hanging up and 
it was established that it 
was a fake. On this, an 
FIR under IPC sections 
of impersonation, fraud, 
cheating and criminal 
conspiracy, apart from 
section 66 C of the In-
formation Technology 
Act, was registered with 
Delhi Police. The police 
conducted analysis of the 
internet protocol address 
details records (IPDR 
logs) and concluded.

Delhi Saves 279 Megawatts Of 
Electricity During Earth Hour

New Delhi: Delhi saved 
279 MW of electricity 
during ‘Earth Hour’ as 
electric appliances were 
switched off across the 
city from 8.30 pm to 9.30 
pm on Saturday, discom 
officials said. They said 
last year, 171 MW of 
power was saved as Del-
hi observed Earth Hour. 
In the areas covered by 
BSES discoms BRPL 
and BYPL, 178 MW of 
power was saved, said a 
company spokesperson. 
0r2p31bg Tata Power 

Delhi Distribution Lim-
ited (TPDDL) consumers 
successfully managed to 
save 15 MW during the 
Earth Hour 2023, said a 
spokesperson of the dis-
com. Figures of power 
saved in Delhi Cantt and 
New Delhi Municipal 
Council (NDMC) area 
were not available. WPL 
2023: Hayley Matthews 
Claims Purple Cap, Meg 
Lanning Takes Orange 
WPL 2023: Hayley Mat-
thews Claims Purple 
Cap, Meg Lanning Takes 

Orange Mumbai Indians 
thrash Delhi Capitals By 
7 Wickets, Clinch Inau-
gural Women’s Premier 
League Title Mumbai In-
dians thrash Delhi Capi-
tals By 7 Wickets, Clinch 
Inaugural Women’s Pre-
mier League Title Crane 
Overturns On Vehicles 
At North-East Delhi 
Construction Site Crane 
Overturns On Vehicles At 
North-East Delhi Con-
struction Site Earth Hour 
is one of the largest glob-
al grassroots campaigns 
for raising awareness on 
climate change issues 
supported by the World 
Wildlife Fund. itids9m8 
The event creates aware-
ness about conservation 
of natural resources and 
draws attention to the 
fragile condition.

Heavy Rain In Parts Of 
Delhi, Air Quality ‘Moderate’
New Delhi: Parts of the 
national capital witnessed 
heavy rainfall on Friday 
night. The rainfall was 
reported in Laxmi Nagar, 
ITO, Mandi House, Jor 
Bagh, Lajpat Nagar and 
North Delhi. The national 
capital witnessed a driz-
zle during the daytime. 
The weather remained 
pleasant throughout the 
day with the sun peeking 
through the clouds for 
brief moments. The rain 
brought the mercury one 
notch below normal to 
30.2 degrees Celsius on 

Friday, according to the 
India Meteorological De-
partment. Till 5.30 pm, 
the city recorded 0.6 mm 
of rainfall as the humid-
ity oscillated between 92 
per cent and 50 per cent, 

the IMD noted. received 
light rain. The weather 
office has forecast a part-
ly cloudy sky for Satur-
day. “The maximum and 
minimum temperatures 
would be around 30 and 

D e l h i  C a b  D r i v e r  K i l l s  W o m a n

New Delhi: A 34-year-
old cab driver was arrest-
ed for allegedly killing 
a woman for not agree-
ing to marry him, police 
said on Saturday. The 
incident took place in 

east Delhi’s New Ashok 
Nagar area. Identified as 
Shiv Shankar Mukhiya, 
the accused is a resident 
of Madhubani in Bihar 
and works as a cab driver. 
PauseUnmute Fullscreen 

He is married and has 
four children, police said, 
adding that Mukhiya 
presently lives in Chirag 
Delhi with his family and 
his wife works as a maid. 
Police received informa-
tion about the murder on 
February 26 and reached 
the spot where the body 
of a 30-year-old woman 
was found lying on the 
floor, a senior police of-
ficer said. The autopsy 
report revealed that the 
victim had suffered head 
injuries along with a few 
others in her inner mouth, 
suggesting smothering, 
the officer said. Dur-

ing the investigation, a 
friend of the victim in-
formed police that a taxi 
driver was forcing her to 
marry him. The friend 
of the victim had nei-
ther met the person nor 
seen his picture, the of-
ficer said. On checking 
the CCTV footage of the 
nearby area, police spot-
ted a man behaving sus-
piciously. He was seen 
entering the lane at 7.13 
pm and coming out at 
7.27 pm, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (east) 
Amrutha Guguloth said. 
“Genuine Advice”: Shi-
khar Dhawan On Viral 

Video Of Him Telling 
Rishabh Pant To Drive 
Carefully “Genuine Ad-
vice”: Shikhar Dhawan 
On Viral Video Of Him 
Telling Rishabh Pant To 
Drive Carefully WPL 
2023: Hayley Matthews 
Claims Purple Cap, Meg 
Lanning Takes Orange 
WPL 2023: Hayley Mat-
thews Claims Purple 
Cap, Meg Lanning Takes 
Orange Mumbai Indians 
thrash Delhi Capitals By 
7 Wickets, Clinch Inau-
gural Women’s Premier 
League Title Mumbai In-
dians thrash Delhi Capi-
tals By 7 Wickets,

Special Meeting For Delhi Civic Budget 

New Delhi: A special 
meeting has been con-
vened at the MCD head-
quarters on March 28 to 

discuss and deliberate on 
the civic budget, officials 
said on Saturday. As re-
quired by norms, the civ-

ic budget is to be cleared 
by March 31. The MCD 
passed the “schedule of 
taxes” in the civic budget 
for 2023-24 on Febru-
ary 15. But, the remain-
ing budget process was 
stalled as the standing 
committee of the civic 
body is yet to be elected. 
The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi is “explor-
ing options” to have the 
remainder of the civic 
budget cleared by March 

31, official sources said 
on Friday. The MCD on 
Saturday said in a state-
ment, the “special bud-
get meeting” of MCD 
for budget proposals for 
the revised estimates 
for the year 2022-2023 
and 2023-2024 would 
be held on Tuesday at 
Aruna Asaf Ali Meeting 
Hall at 2 pm. Earlier, the 
MCD had also written to 
the Delhi government to 
seek permission.

Sex Racket Busted In Delhi’s Nirman Vihar   

New Delhi: The Delhi 
Police have busted a flesh 

trade racket running at a 
spa in Delhi’s Nirman Vi-

har and arrested two peo-
ple. The arrested accused 
have been identified as 
Ram Sagar (24), a resi-
dent of Jhilmil Colony 
and Deepak (20) a resi-
dent of Vishwas Nagar. 
The racket was unearthed 
following a raid by a spe-
cial staff team of East 
Delhi and Preet Vihar 
police station who con-
ducted the raid following 
secret information. As a 
decoy customer finalised 

a deal with the spa, po-
lice raided the parlour, 
and arrested the accused. 
According to the police, 
the manager of the spa 
Ajay Singh is missing. 
“Total of 9 girls were 
found engaged in the spa. 
The spa was being run 
by one Praveen alias Titu 
Chaudhary. The manager 
of the Spa Ajay Singh is 
missing. Efforts are on 
to apprehend him,” DCP 
East Amrutha.
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Bilkis Bano Gangrape Case: SC To Hear Pleas 
Against Premature Release Of 11 Convicts Today

New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court will hear a 
batch of pleas on Mon-
day challenging the re-
lease of 11 convicts who 
had gang-raped Bilkis 
Bano and murdered her 
family members during 
the 2002 Godhra riots. 
The Gujarat government 
granted remission to 11 
convicts on August 10 
last year following which 
they walked free on Au-
gust 15, 2022. A bench 
of Justices KM Joseph 
and BV Nagarathna will 
hear the case on March 
27. On March 22, Chief 
Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud said that he 
will constitute a bench to 

hear pleas. “I will have a 
bench constituted. Need 
to break two benches 
for it. Will look at it this 
evening,” he said after 
advocate Shobha Gup-
ta, appearing for Bano, 
mentioned the plea for an 
early listing of the case. 
Earlier also advocate 
Gupta mentioned the 
matter for urgent hearing 
and said that a new bench 
needs to be constituted 
by the CJI as Justice Bela 
M Trivedi recused from 
hearing the plea. A bench 
of Justices Ajay Ras-
togi and Bela M Trivedi 
earlier had ordered that 
matter be listed before 
the bench, which Justice 

Trivedi is not a part of as 
she had recused herself 
from hearing the case. 
Besides filing a petition 
against the pre-mature 
release of convicts, Bano 
had also filed a review 
petition seeking a review 
of its earlier order by 
which it had asked the 
Gujarat government to 
consider the plea for the 
remission of one of the 
convicts. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Uni-
versity Ab Term Insur-
ance Kharidne Ke Sath, 
Enjoy Tax Savings! Term 
Life Insurance - Insur-
anceDekho The review 
petition was dismissed. 
Some PILs were filed 
seeking directions to 
revoke the remission 
granted to 11 convicts. 
The pleas were filed by 
the National Federation 
of Indian Women, whose 
General Secretary is An-
nie Raja, Member of the 
Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) Subhashini 
Ali, journalist Revati 
Laul, social activist and 

professor Roop Rekha 
Verma, and TMC MP 
Mahua Moitra. Gujarat 
government in its affida-
vit had defended remis-
sion granted to convicts 
saying they completed 14 
years of sentence in pris-
on and their “behavior 
was found to be good”.
The State government 
said it has considered the 
cases of all 11 convicts as 
per the policy of 1992 and 
remission was granted on 
August 10, 2022, and the 
Central government also 
approved the pre-mature 
release of convicts. It is 
pertinent to note that the 
remission was not grant-
ed under the circular gov-
erning grant of remission 
to prisoners as part of the 
celebration of “Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav”, it had 
said. The affidavit stated, 
“State government con-
sidered all the opinions 
and decided to release 
11 prisoners since they 
have completed 14 years 
and above in prisons and 
their behavior was found 
to be good. “The govern-
ment.

Rahul Gandhi’s “Not Savarkar” 
Remark Draws A Warning From Uddhav Thackeray
New Delhi/Mumbai: 
Upset by Rahul Gan-
dhi’s “My name is not 
Savarkar, won’t apolo-
gise” comment after his 
disqualification as an 
MP, ally Uddhav Thac-
keray on Sunday warned 
of “fissures in the Ma-
harashtra opposition al-
liance” if the Congress 
leader didn’t stop “insult-
ing our God”. “I want to 
tell Rahul Gandhi that 
we have come together, 
that’s right, we have 
come together to save 
democracy and constitu-
tion in this country. But 
do not make any state-
ments that will create 
fissures. They (BJP) are 
trying to provoke you, if 
we miss this timing, then 
our country will surely 
go towards autocracy,” 
Uddhav Thackeray said. 
The Congress and Ud-
dhav Thackeray’s Shiv 
Sena, along with the 
NCP, have been in an al-
liance since they formed 
a coalition government 
in Maharashtra in 2019. 
They stayed in the alli-

ance even after a coup 
in the Shiv Sena brought 
down Uddhav Thac-
keray’s government and 
rebel Eknath Shinde took 
power in an alliance with 
the BJP. Rahul Gandhi’s 
criticism of Hindu ideo-
logue Vinayak “Veer” Sa-
varkar during his Bharat 
Jodo Yatra last year had 
sparked a rift between the 
Congress and Uddhav 
Thackeray’s party. The 
allies had smoothed over 
differences at the time, 
with Mr Thackeray’s top 
aide Sanjay Raut joining 
Rahul Gandhi’s march. 
On Saturday, when Rahul 
Gandhi was asked about 
his refusal to apologise 
for his comments on de-
mocracy in the UK or 
for the “Modi surname” 
remark that led to his 
conviction in a court, he 
said: “My name is not Sa-
varkar. My name is Gan-
dhi and Gandhi doesn’t 
apologise.” In a sharp 
reaction, Uddhav Thac-
keray said he considered 
Savarkar his idol and the 
Congress leader should 

refrain from insulting 
him. “Savarkar suffered 
unimaginable torture in 
the Andaman cellular jail 
for 14 years. We can only 
read the sufferings. It is a 
form of sacrifice. We will 
not tolerate the insult of 
Savarkar,” Uddhav Thac-
keray said. “I want to tell 
Rahul Gandhi that you 
walked from Kanyaku-
mari to Kashmir, Sanjay 
Raut walked with you, 
we are with you. But I 
want to tell Rahul Gandhi 
openly that this fight is for 
saving democracy. I want 
to tell Rahul Gandhi that 
Savarkar is our God, we 
won’t tolerate his insult. 
We will not tolerate this 
at all.” An editorial in the 
Shiv Sena mouthpiece 

Saamna doubled down 
on his condemnation of 
Rahul Gandhi’s remarks. 
“What happened with 
Rahul Gandhi in defama-
tion case is injustice, but 
by insulting Savarkar, he 
can’t win the battle of 
truth. Gandhi is born into 
a family who sacrificed 
their lives for the coun-
try and that is the truth, 
but even Savarkar and 
his family has worked 
for the country. Insult-
ing Savarkar will reduce 
sympathy for Rahul Gan-
dhi,” the editorial said. 
Rahul Gandhi was dis-
qualified as an MP after 
a Surat court sentenced 
him to two years in jail in 
a criminal defamation.

“We Welcome...”: Congress On Trinamool’s 
Surprise Entry At “Black” Protest
New Delhi: In a rare feat 
of Opposition unity, the 
Trinamool Congress, 
which said it will remain 
equidistant from the BJP 
and the Congress, today 
joined the big strategy 
meeting in the office of 
Congress chief Mal-
likarjun Kharge. Prasun 
Banerjee and Jawhar 
Sircar represented TMC 
in the meeting, which 
discussed the Opposi-
tion strategy on Rahul 
Gandhi’s disqualification 
from the Parliament. The 
party said the Opposition 
should be united, even 
though they are distanc-
ing themselves from a 
joint front on other is-
sues. Mr Kharge said the 
Congress party welcomes 
anyone who strides for-
ward to “protect democ-
racy”. “I thank everyone 
who supported this. That 
is why, I thanked every-

one yesterday and I thank 
them today as well. We 
welcome anyone who 
comes forward to pro-
tect democracy and Con-
stitution and safeguard 
the people. We extend 
heartfelt gratitude to the 
people who support us,” 
the Congress president 
said. Congress MPs wore 
black shirts as a mark of 
protest over Mr Gandhi’s 
disqualification. K Chan-
drasekhar Rao-led Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi, a rival 
of the Congress in Telan-
gana, joined the “black 
shirt” protest along with 
Shiv Sena (Uddhav Bala-
saheb Thackeray). After 
Rahul Gandhi’s “not Sa-
varkar” jibe at the BJP 
over its demand for an 
apology, Uddhav Thac-
keray had, on Sunday, 
warned him that demean-
ing Vinayak Savarkar 

would create “cracks” in 
the opposition alliance. 
17 opposition parties 
-- INC, DMK, SP, JDU, 
BRS, CPM, RJD, NCP, 
CPI, IUML, MDMK, 
KC, TMC, RSP, AAP, 
J&K NC, and Shiv Sena 
(UBT) -- attended the 
meeting. TMC shares an 
uneasy relationship with 
the Congress, which is 
part of the opposition, 
along with the Left, in 
Tr inamool -governed 
West Bengal. The party 
had initially maintained 
a calculated silence on 
Rahul Gandhi’s disquali-
fication in a 2019 defa-
mation case, even among 
widespread calls for a 
united opposition against 
the BJP’s alleged target-
ting of opposition lead-
ers. TMC has in the past 
avoided joining Opposi-
tion strategy meetings 

that Congress was part 
of. TMC chief and West 
Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee, who 
has been a strong critic of 
the BJP, supported Rahul 
Gandhi. “In PM Modi’s 
New India, Opposition 
leaders have become the 
prime target of the BJP! 
While BJP leaders with 
criminal antecedents are 
inducted into the cabi-
net, Opposition leaders 
are disqualified for their 
speeches. Today, we have 
witnessed a new low for 
our constitutional de-
mocracy,” she had earlier 
said. Ms Banerjee had 
earlier this month ac-
cused the Congress-Left 
combine of having an 
‘immoral alliance’ with 
the BJP, and said that 
her party will not enter 
into any partnership with 
the two to fight for the 

2024 Lok Sabha polls. 
Ms Banerjee claimed that 
the Congress, after hav-
ing sought the “saffron 
camp’s help”, should 
refrain from calling it-
self anti-BJP. Congress 
has called Mr Gandhi’s 
disqualification a “con-
spiracy” to silence Rahul 
Gandhi, who they say 
was making the PM and 
the BJP uncomfortable 
with sharp questions on 
the Adani-Hindenburg 
issue. Congress work-
ers have been protesting 
across the country for the 
last two days. Party pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge 
and top leader Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra have ac-
cused the government 
of “trying to silence” a 
“martyr’s son”. Asserting 
that the action against Mr 
Gandhi was lawful, and 
initiated.

‘Want To Kill Me…’: Gangster-Politician Atiq 
Ahmed As UP Police Take Him To Prayagraj

Ahmedabad: Gangster-
turned-politician Atiq 
Ahmed on Sunday ex-
pressed fear that he 
might be murdered while 
being taken to Praya-
graj from Ahmedabad`s 
Sabarmati Central jail 
by Uttar Pradesh police. 
Stepping out of Sabar-
mati jail here Ahmed told 
reporters waiting outside 
that a conspiracy was is 
being hatched to kill him 
on the pretext of follow-
ing court orders. “Court 
Ke Kandhe Par Rakh-
kar Hume Maarna Chah 

Rahe Hai (They are us-
ing the court`s orders 
as a pretext to get him 
killed),” Atiq Ahmed 
said as he was being es-
corted inside a police 
van. A 45-member team 
of Uttar Pradesh po-
lice. Ahmed, who was 
lodged in Sabarmati 
jail since 2019, is being 
brought back to Praya-
graj in connection with 
an old kidnapping case 
of Umesh Pal in which 
he is the main accused. 
As per an Uttar Pradesh 
Court`s order, the verdict 

in the kidnapping case 
will be pronounced on 
March 28. All accused in 
the case, including Atiq 
Ahmed, will be produced 
in court. Prayagraj Police 
Commissioner Ramit 
Sharma said that Atiq is 
being shifted to Praya-
graj as he will be pro-
duced before a court on 
March 28 in connection 
with a kidnapping case, 
the verdict of which is 
slated to be pronounced 
on the same day. by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksY-
ou May Like App Design 
of Uber decoded - Free 
Live Masterclass Scaler 
Academy Ab Term In-
surance Kharidne Ke 
Sath, Enjoy Tax Savings! 
Term Life Insurance - 
InsuranceDekho As per 
the UP police`s detailed 
plan for the trip, they 
have chosen a route that 
passes through Madhya 
Pradesh`s Shivpuri .

Women-Led Development Is Governance 
Mantra Of Modi Govt: Smriti Irani
India is now setting new 
standards on the issue of 
gender justice during its 
G-20 presidency, Union 
minister Smriti Irani said 
on Monday, stressing that 
women-led development 
is the governance mantra 
of the Modi government. 
Addressing the India Glob-
al Forum annual summit, 
the women and child de-
velopment minister said 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi exhorted communi-

ties to ensure women have 
access to financial services 
and that is why more than 
213 million Indian women 
now have a bank account 
under the Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Dhan Yojana. “India is 
now setting new standards 
on the issue of gender 
justice in the G-20 presi-
dency,” she said in a video 
message. Noting that 
women-led development 
is now the governance 
mantra of the Modi gov-

ernment, Irani said 70 per 
cent of the over 320 mil-
lion beneficiaries who got 
loans under Mudra Yojana 
were females. Apart from 
this, when the prime minis-
ter tried to support midsize 
companies and the tran-
sition of companies from 
SME segments to midsize 
firms, he started an initia-
tive called Stand Up India, 
where close to Rs 1 crore 
was given as credit support 
to enterprises,” she said. “I 

should highlight that over 
six million women, front-
line workers, doctors, and 
nurses across India were 
at the helm of affairs when 
the Covid pandemic struck 
globally. I also proudly say 
that while we celebrate the 
potential of Indian women 
in permanent commission 
in the Indian Army, we also 
celebrate them when they 
touch the skies through 
the Indian Air Force or 
service at sea through the 

Indian Navy,” Irani said. 
“Today 1.9 crore Indian 
women served in various 
administrative capacities 
under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Modi and 
that is why this summit 
of yours which discusses 
issues regarding women 
becomes more important 
because India has now 
proven a social and eco-
nomic case for gender jus-
tice,” she said.

President Droupadi Murmu To Embark 
On 2-Day Visit To West Bengal Today
New Delhi: President 
Droupadi Murmu is set 
to begin a two-day visit 
to West Bengal, her first 
since taking office as 
the President of India. 
According to an official 
statement released on 

Sunday, the President 
will begin her visit by 
paying homage to Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose 
at the Netaji Bhawan 
in Kolkata. Following 
this, she will visit the Jo-
rasanko Thakurbari, the 

residence of Rabindra-
nath Tagore, to pay her 
respects to the revered 
poet and philosopher. 
Later in the day, the Pres-
ident will attend a civic 
reception that will be 
held in her honour at the 

Netaji Indoor Stadium in 
Kolkata. On the second 
day of her visit, President 
Murmu will visit Belur 
Math, the headquarters 
of the Ramakrishna Math 
and Mission. She will 
also attend.

Ahead Of G20 Meetings, Murals                      
Put Up In Uttarakhand’s Ramnagar To Depict Local Culture

Nainital: The G20 sum-
mit is set to be organized 
in Ramnagar from March 
28 to 30. For this, spe-
cial preparations have 
been made in Ramnagar 
under which the civiliza-
tion and culture of Utta-

rakhand are being shown 
at the venue of the G20 
meeting, along the walls 
and roads. Kusum Pan-
dey, the first woman from 
Uttarakhand to be award-
ed the National Award in 
Fine Arts, and her team 

have taken up the task 
of carving the culture of 
Uttarakhand on the walls 
for the G20 meeting in 
Ramnagar. In this regard, 
Kusum Pandey told ANI, 
“Guests coming from 
the country and abroad 

in the G20 meeting will 
be exposed to the culture 
of Uttarakhand through 
these paintings. At the 
same time, being inspired 
by this, they will spread 
the message of this cul-
ture in their.
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Editorial
Amazon, Google Scramble 
To Keep Pace With OpenAI 

Despite Huge AI Teams
Of all the questions that 
ChatGPT has raised 
about the future of ar-
tificial intelligence, 
one still reverberates 
through Silicon Valley: 
Why couldn’t the in-
dustry’s largest technol-
ogy firms breed an in-
novative service with a 
similar kind of impact, 
especially after amass-
ing some of the world’s 
largest AI teams? Ex-
clusive new data from 
a London-based analyt-
ics startup show that 
the five biggest tech 
firms have an estimated 
army of 33,000 people 
working directly on AI 
research and develop-
ment, with Amazon 
boasting the largest pool 
of AI-focused employ-
ees, at 10,113. Microsoft 
Corp. has 7,133 AI staff 
and Google has 4,970, 
according to Glass.ai, 
which used machine-
learning technology to 
scrutinize tech company 
websites and thousands 
of LinkedIn profiles of 
their AI-focused em-
ployees. The numbers 
might not yet account 
for recently announced 
layoffs at Amazon, 
which were expected to 
affect AI staff, but they 
are also a conserva-
tive estimate, excluding 
software engineers who 
might well be working 
on AI, too. The numbers 
underscore how seri-
ously the world’s big-
gest technology firms 
have been taking their 
work on artificial intel-
ligence, but also how 
slow and cautious they 
have been to create ser-
vices with the technol-
ogy until a tiny firm, 
San Francisco-based 
OpenAI, prodded them 
to act. Just a few months 
after research lab Ope-
nAI released ChatGPT 
, the chatbot became 
the fastest-growing on-
line service of all time, 
sparking a race between 
Google and Microsoft to 
plug generative AI into 
many parts of their soft-
ware. (Microsoft also 
has a partnership with 
OpenAI and has invest-
ed more than $10 billion 
in the smaller company.) 
Adobe Inc., meanwhile, 
has unveiled an AI im-
age generator after the 
success of OpenAI’s 
DALL-E 2, Snap Inc. re-
cently launched a chat-
bot similar to ChatGPT 
and Facebook’s Meta 
Platforms Inc. is racing 
to build similar “AI per-
sonas.” Most of this is in 

response to the work of 
OpenAI’s tiny team of 
artificial intelligence ex-
perts, who number just 
154 people, according to 
Glass.ai. The scuttlebutt 
in the AI community is 
that OpenAI’s success 
really comes down to 
clever marketing. The 
company has been on 
a promotional tear for 
the last two years with 
glowing media coverage 
for earlier projects like 
its language model GPT-
3 and DALL-E 2. But 
its success also comes 
down to the direct ac-
cess its most specialized 
researchers have to the 
public. OpenAI isn’t a 
product company but a 
research and develop-
ment lab. That means 
it launched ChatGPT 
without the battalions of 
engineers and product 
managers who would 
normally have their 
hands in the develop-
ment of a product at a 
larger tech firm - and 
who inadvertently can 
create bottlenecks inhib-
iting the development of 
new technology. Ama-
zon makes an interesting 
alternative case study 
for turning AI research 
into successful products. 
Despite having the larg-
est team of AI research-
ers in the industry, it 
has had mixed success 
turning its AI research 
into popular or innova-
tive products. Nearly 
a decade ago, Amazon 
introduced Alexa to the 
world as an exciting 
new virtual assistant. 
But the service, avail-
able for free through 
the $99 Echo speaker, 
has been something of a 
flop, having drained the 
company of billions of 
dollars. Many of Alexa’s 
customers use it to play 
music or set timers and 
nothing more. Why are 
Alexa and other digital 
assistants like Siri and 
Google Assistant so lim-
ited when chatbots like 
ChatGPT are so human-
like and versatile? Be-
cause the latter tools are 
powered by large lan-
guage models, which are 
trained to generate text 
based on huge datasets 
scraped from the web. 
Alexa is powered by a 
more limited command-
and-control system, 
which is programmed 
to recognize certain 
commands like, “What 
time is it?” An Amazon 
spokeswoman said the 
company disagreed that 
Amazon.

Does Kerala’s New Public Health Bill Address the State’s Challenges?
In 1920, C.E.A. Win-
slow, the founder of Yale 
School of Public Health, 
stated, “Public health 
is the science and art of 
preventing disease, pro-
longing life, and pro-
moting health through 
the organised efforts and 
informed choices of soci-
ety, organisations, public 
and private communities, 
and individuals.” The 
US National Academy 
of Medicine (formerly 
known as the Institute 
of Medicine) in 1998 
defined public health as 
“what we, as a society, 
do collectively to assure 
the conditions in which 
people can be healthy.” 
Chinese Construction of 
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metrics, Kerala has done 
better than most juris-
dictions globally in se-
curing health outcomes 
for its population. This 
hasn’t been an overnight 
achievement but the re-
sult of popular engage-
ment and responsive 
governance. Unlike most 
other states, health was 
politically prioritised, 
and the population grad-
ually become universally 
literate and rights aware. 
A key highlight of the 
Kerala Public Health Bill, 
2023 that was passed by 
the state assembly earlier 
this week is gender sen-
sitivity in the language – 
the inclusion of feminine 
pronouns everywhere in 
conjunction with the mas-
culine. This is entirely 

consistent with the status 
of women and the sex ra-
tio at birth that is favour-
able to the female gender. 
However, for a state that 
has been making major 
strides in affirming third 
and inter-sex identities, 
the absence of non-bina-
ry pronouns is a missed 
opportunity, given that 
there are public health 
concerns that directly re-
late to this constituency. 
Health, not merely the 
absence of disease, but 
complete physical, men-
tal and social well-being, 
is a complex outcome at 
the individual level. At 
the level of the commu-
nity, its mechanisms of 
achievement and mea-
surement are not easy. 
Delivering health, and 
the administration of its 
operations at the popula-
tion level requires analy-
sis, understanding and 
incorporation of multiple 
influences and mecha-
nisms. A simplistic, ill-
ness-specific approach 
reduces public health 
administration to a set 
of programmatic boxes 
in which communicable 
and non-communicable 
diseases are placed and 
managed from, with a 
nod to a few influencing 
factors like sanitation, 
water supply, the man-
agement of gatherings 
of people, and life de-
stabilising emergencies. 
Life, and public health, 
is much more compli-
cated and intertwined, at 
least in the 21st-century 
context. Kerala does not 
have the same level of 
challenge in the manage-
ment of basic health indi-
cators as other states of 
the Union of India have. 
It has instead, challenges 

that are further along the 
complexity continuum, 
and the advantage of 
underlying administra-
tive, political, and social 
infrastructure to address 
them. The new public 
health Bill does not re-
flect this status fully. Nor 
does it take advantage of 
the opportunity to forge 
a path forward that will 
set standards for others, 
in India, and globally, to 
emulate. A One Health 
approach, as the Bill now 
reads after its review 
from the select commit-
tee, requires a still larger 
framing than the “focus 
on improving the social 
determinants of health 
such as clean water and 
environment, sanitation 
and waste management”, 
to quote the Kerala 
health minister. We have 
a far better understanding 
today of how commercial 
and social status motiva-
tions can impact health. 
For example, a state like 
Kerala with its sizeable 
diabetes burden, its con-
sumption of nutritionally 
poor foods and beverages 
would need to become a 
focus for public health 
action. We also under-
stand that the shifting 
patterns of personal mo-
bility – from walking to 
use of buses and trains, to 
use of personal vehicles 
– impact time spent sit-
ting and on the air qual-
ity. Reduced physical 
activity and poor air do 
not help diabetics at all. 
Industrial pollution of 
air and water, and poor 
management of garbage 
generated by humans add 
insult to injury. The si-
lent but real epidemic of 
mental illnesses gets lay-
ered on top. The elderly, 

who form a sizeable pro-
portion of the popula-
tion, represent a special 
societal responsibility. 
The changing patterns of 
weather, vegetation and 
water bodies influence 
disease-bearing vectors, 
impacting the population 
variably, sometimes with 
no prior experience of 
the disease being trans-
mitted. A one health ap-
proach, a public health 
perspective, would take 
all of these, and much 
more into account, and 
create a dynamic, re-
sponsive, platform to 
address them. The three-
tier administrative for-
mulation proposed is fit 
for purpose for a far-con-
strained perspective. In 
multi-layered, complex 
contexts, the easy way is 
to be seen doing some-

thing that can be held to 
account and audit. That 
may be counterproduc-
tive from a health out-
comes perspective – we 
may get more activity 
and reports, while public 
well-being deteriorates. 
In such settings, as in 
politics and many other 
contexts, less is more. 
That “less” would con-
form to an agreed set of 
norms but would differ 
in how it gets adminis-
tered at the state, district 
or local levels, and would 
leverage the full strength 
and social reach of lo-
cal self-governing bod-
ies. The Bill also marks 
a missed opportunity for 
the state to reimagine 
the administrative struc-
ture of the health minis-
try, and transform itself 
into a Ministry of Public 

Health, with reorganised 
departments that would 
be responsible for 1. 
Health Services Delivery, 
2. Biomedical Research 
and Education, 3. Emer-
gency Preparedness and 
Response and 4. Health 
Metrics and Evaluation. 
It would also make au-
tonomous and directly 
responsible to the apex 
bureaucrat of the minis-
try a ring-fenced Food 
& Drug Authority & a 
Healthcare Worker reg-
istry. Consolidating and 
codifying old laws – the 
Travancore Cochin Pub-
lic Health Act of 1955 
and the Madras Hospital 
Act of 1939 – into the 
present Bill is certainly 
a good move. However, 
given its already impres-
sive health achievements, 
it isn’t the best.

Saakhi is a Sunday col-
umn from Mrinal Pande, 
in which she writes of 
what she sees and also 
participates in. That has 
been her burden to bear 
ever since she embarked 
on a life as a journalist, 
writer, editor, author and 
as chairperson of Prasar 
Bharti. Her journey of 
being a witness-partici-
pant continues. Chinese 
Construction of Waterfa- 
Travel Nfx 00:00 Previ-
ous PauseNext 00:12 / 
03:02 Unmute Fullscreen 
Copy video url Play / 
Pause Mute / Unmute 
Report a problem Lan-
guage Share Vidverto 
Player One no longer 
gives a start at the sight 
of lone men in jogging 
gear, talking seemingly 
to themselves in a public 
park. Of course they are 
all using that miracle of 
the 21st century, a cord-
less device connected to 
a smart phone in their 
pocket, to converse with 
unseen friends with loads 
of time on their hands. 
You just get a whiff of 
stale armpits or their co-
logne when they open 
their arms wide. There 
is something about this 
man that I dislike. He is 
walking ahead of me, un-
aware of the beauty of a 
public park all lit up with 
spring flowers, explain-
ing the Hindu dharma 
to an unseen companion 
with a passionate inten-
sity in his voice that still 
remains impersonal. First 

he wishes his friend a 
happy Hindu New Year 
which, in his fake accent-
ed American English, he 
pronounces as Shubha 
Nava Sam Vatsara, roll-
ing his ‘R’s. He then 
proceeds to say a Hindu 
should not say Naya 
Saal Mubarak. Mubarak 
is Islamic, not Hindu. 
And from there on, it is 
all about being a proud 
Hindu, no matter where 
in the world he has cho-
sen to relocate. It is obvi-
ous from the nasal mono-
logue that follows that 
our walker is on his an-
nual visit to his ancestral 
house and touching base 
with old friends. Each 
time he visits, he is tell-
ing the guy at the other 
end, he can only marvel 
at the new Shining India 
and the wonderful air of 
a resurrected Hindu pi-
ety that surrounds this 
land today. Mrinal Pande 
Illustration: Pariplab 
Chakraborty I’d hardly 
recognise this man if I 
ever met him outside 
of the park, but I’d hate 
to bump into him again. 
He is now talking gush-
ingly of the new wide 
roads that can take you 
from Delhi to the hills 
in a couple of hours, the 
posh new malls and of 
course gloriously rebuilt 
pilgrimage spots. The 
Char Dhams, the 12 Jy-
otirlingas, the dazzlingly 
new Kashi with the mag-
nificent corridors around 
the Shiva temple, the 

spectacular Ganga aarti. 
Ageless, the aarti, he 
says. I wish I could give 
him a hefty push and tell 
him the garish aarti was 
started only in 1991, 
with the explicit aim of 
attracting more foreign 
tourists! But by now he 
has moved on to the an-
cient ecological concerns 
of Indian scriptures and 
the great Hindu emphasis 
on cleanliness recorded 
in our Brahminical texts. 
Our scriptures yaar, 
he says, have been the 
backbone of Hindu soci-
ety and its piety. Hindu 
dharma is codified in Dev 
Bhasaha, the language of 
Gods, and has survived 
six centuries of Muslim 
rule or two centuries of 
the British Raj… Know 
what, yaar? The Brah-
mins who have absorbed 
it generation after gener-
ation, are today heading 
Western academia and 
digital giant companies, 
and are winning Book-
ers for English writing! 
It was obvious the tar-
get of the fulsome spiel 
didn’t say much beyond 
‘yes’ or ‘that’s right’ or 
maybe ‘absolutely’. The 
bluetooth bully strode 
on: “I wish to also tell 
you how happy I am with 
our leadership’s great 
involvement in saving 
the planet from ecologi-
cal degradation and sav-
ing our rivers forests and 
mountains! Oh man!” 
“Great trip to Varanasi, 
yaar,” he says, “had our 

fill of divine street food 
– all those kachauris and 
jalebis washed down 
with lassi. I need to work 
off all that fat now, haha-
ha! And I say yaar, great 
aarti there on the ghats, 
centuries old tradition the 
Panda fellow said. Got 
some great videos. So 
since we were there, we 
said why not go also to 
do the Buddhist circuit? 
Even Richard Gere goes 
there. Great guy, Bud-
dha! The Japanese can’t 
have enough of spend-
ing their yens to maintain 
those monuments. No no, 
didn’t go to Nalanda, no 
time and then who wants 
to go to Bihar! Even Am-
artya Sen couldn’t last 
there, hahaha! Next year 
we are planning to visit 
the Himalayas. I under-
stand they’ve built great 
green resorts there!” His 
voice, though, remained 
dry as dust that coats the 
once green fields and 
forests and rural homes 
in the Himalayan re-
gion, coming apart with 
annual landslides and 
floods. The young in the 
villages he plans to visit 
have left for the plains in 
droves, only a few fee-
ble old men and women 
hang there like old family 
locks. A newfound Hindu 
piety hangs around his 
neck like a lead weight, 
dragging him down to the 
bottomless seas of idiocy. 
And he does not have the 
courage to either get rid 
of it or question the un-

avoidable traffic jams, its 
dusty slums and stinking 
small town bylanes. Piety 
inside those Nike togs 
sloshes around like some 
incipient attack of diar-
rhoea, which he is pow-
erless to control. I didn’t 
have the courage or the 
breath to argue with this 
man. I was tired and de-
spairing and wished to 
finish my usual rounds 
without pushing past 
regulars even older than 
me, shuffling slowly with 
their home laundered 
clothes and rubber tipped 
walking sticks. Some 
have indifferent atten-
dants with them, holding 
leashes of ageing family 
dogs, others are just tired 
and lonesome and must 
sit down periodically to 
catch their breath. After 
the walk, my rage cooled 
but a certain sadness 
and anger still remained. 
This survival as a typi-
cal non resident Indian 
filled with intense hatred 

of Islam and one’s own 
vague notions of Hindu 
piety and the scriptures 
cause a state of emo-
tional, social and moral 
confusion. All NRIs are 
not the same, but many 
of them are slowly be-
coming a strange bunch 
– with their feet in the 
21st century and heads 
turned backwards to the 
first. They do not vote in 
India, but celebrate it as 
Vishwaguru, teacher to 
the world. They are law 
abiding in their adoptive 
land but we may sud-
denly see some of them 
picketing the Indian em-
bassies or high commis-
sions, protesting against 
groups of other NRI 
protesters alleging mis-
treatment of non-Hindus 
in India. Look at a great 
achambha (astonish-
ing sight) brothers, say 
Kabir, a cow is taking a 
lion out to graze, a Guru 
is touching the feet of his 
disciples.

The Blind ‘Hindu Piet y’  of Those Who Choose Not to See
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Dear IndiGo, You Are A Nightmare For A New Mother

As a new mother to a 
four-month-old, finding 
the time and brain space 
to write this blog is a 
testament to how over-
whelmed I am after my 
recent travel nightmares 
with IndiGo Airlines. In 
December, I booked In-
diGo to fly out of Delhi 
with my newborn, then 
40 days old. I chose In-
diGo after carefully read-
ing the infant travel poli-
cies of different airlines 
and checking for the 
most convenient flights. 
When I called the airline 
to book infant travel and 
block the front row seats, 
I learnt that IndiGo al-
lows passengers with 
infants to sit only in the 
back rows, that too 23rd 
and beyond. But I need 
the extra leg room with 
a baby, I argued. I was 
told the speakers are too 
loud at the front and that 
the air pressure is “dan-
gerous” for a baby at the 
front. I called other air-
lines to crosscheck and 
learnt that these were 
just excuses to deny me 
the seats I wanted. Af-
ter I tweeted about In-
diGo’s infant travel pol-
icy, customer relations 
apologized for what they 

called a “misunderstand-
ing”. Not only were we 
given the front row, but 
we were greeted with 
a handmade card and a 
bouquet at the airport by 
the airline’s staff. I tweet-
ed to thank them, hoping 
fervently that these cour-
tesies are not limited to 
a journalist who called 
them out, that this is their 
gesture for any woman 
travelling with an infant. 
Alas, this was not the 
happy end we thought it 
was. This month, I once 
again booked an IndiGo 
flight to Goa with my 
baby son. Counting on 
the airline to keep its 
promise, I booked, paid, 
and confirmed front row 
seats. The customer rela-
tions staff confirmed that 
infant services have been 
added to my seat and sent 
me a payment link. I had 
an unadventurous flight 
on seat 1F. Five days 
later, on the flight back 
from Goa, I was seated 
on the same 1F seat. But 
just before take-off, three 
male employees ap-
proached me and ordered 
me to move to the back. 
They threatened to hold 
the flight until I vacated 
my seat. The men argued 

with me while I was feed-
ing. They refused to look 
at my previous board-
ing pass and said they 
couldn’t possibly allow 
me to fly in the front row 
because - you guessed 
it - no oxygen masks for 
infants and it is “danger-
ous”. My baby started 
wailing and I didn’t have 
the energy to fight. So, 
I buttoned up and went 
to the back rows. With 
hardly any leg room, my 
feeding pillow and my 
baby, I sat there, seeth-
ing about being forced to 
get up while breastfeed-
ing, angry at the inces-
sant misinformation, and 
overwhelmed that my 
baby was crying. Sure 
enough, a card and a bou-
quet were waiting for me 
at the airport, and again, 
an apologetic airline 
employee. This time, an 
apology would not cut it. 
According to many news 
articles dated 2016, Indi-
Go took a decision to not 
offer extra leg room seats 
to passengers traveling 
with infants or young 
children, but they don’t 
declare that in their in-
fant travel policy or any-
where on their website. 
I reached out to IndiGo 
with specific questions 
on whether the airline has 
a quiet zone or child-free 
zone. And if so, why it’s 
not specified on the web-
site under infant travel. 
So far, I have no re-
sponse. I am not judging 
the merits of the policy. I 
am questioning IndiGo’s 
decision to be ambigu-
ous, vague and mislead-
ing to people travelling 
with young children. 
Why is the airline train-
ing its staff to mislead 
and misinform? “Too 

loud, no air pressure and 
no oxygen masks” - these 
are terrifying scenarios 
to casually hand out to 
people. Why can’t the 
airline be transparent and 
let people make informed 
choices? If you do have a 
quiet zone, then own it, 
and advertise it. I may 
even book it when I am 
traveling without my 
son. Postscript: After 
this blog was posted on 
March 22, I got the fol-
lowing response from In-
diGo Airlines today: We 
have taken cognisance of 
the issue and are working 
towards a well-defined 
infant policy to avoid 
any such experiences 
in the future. IndiGo is 
conscious of the needs 
of its valued custom-
ers and it is our constant 
endeavour to provide a 
courteous and hassle-free 
experience to all. “Too 
loud, no air pressure and 
no oxygen masks” - these 
are terrifying scenarios 
to casually hand out to 
people. Why can’t the 
airline be transparent and 
let people make informed 
choices? If you do have a 
quiet zone, then own it, 
and advertise it. I may 
even book it when I am 
traveling without my 
son. Postscript: After 
this blog was posted on 
March 22, I got the fol-
lowing response from In-
diGo Airlines today: We 
have taken cognisance of 
the issue and are working 
towards a well-defined 
infant policy to avoid 
any such experiences in 
the future. IndiGo is con-
scious of the needs of its 
valued customers and it 
is our constant endeavour 
to provide a courteous 
and hassle-free experi-

BJP’s Quota Challenge In Karnataka

Elections are months 
away in Karnataka and 
the ruling BJP faces a 
January deadline to in-
crease quota for the Vok-
kaliga community in jobs 
and education. HD Deve 
Gowda was India’s first - 
and so far, only - prime 
minister from the power-
ful community that has 
been a dominant force in 
Karnataka’s politics, es-
pecially in the southern 
part of the state. The first 
family of the Janata Dal 
(Secular) - Deve Gowda 
and his sons and their 
families - have produced 
not just a prime minister 
but two chief ministers, 
MPs and MLAs. The 
Lingayats are another 
large community, mainly 
from the northern part of 
the state, who have also 
produced many chief 
ministers. The Lingay-
ats are believed to out-

number the Vokkaligas 
17% to 14%. The figures 
vary, depending on your 
source, but generally, the 
Lingayats are believed 
to be numerically stron-
ger. The Lingayats, also 
a powerful group, are 
seen to strongly support 
the BJP. The Vokkaligas, 
on the other hand, tradi-
tionally favour the Janata 
Dal Secular(JDS) and 
the Congress. The BJP, 
which formed the gov-
ernment in Karnataka in 
2019 after toppling the 
JDS-Congress coalition, 
does have a comfort-
able majority in the state 
assembly. Its numbers 
swelled when Congress 
and JDS MLAs quit their 
parties and joined the 
BJP, enabling the coup. 
With just a few months 
to the next election, the 
BJP wants to take no 
chances. To ensure its 

comeback in the only 
southern state it rules, the 
party knows it needs the 
Vokkaligas in its corner. 
244p3apg Chief Minister 
BBommai is a Lingayat, 
one of the reasons he 
was chosen to replace BS 
Yediyurappa Recently, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi unveiled a massive 
statue of Kempegowda, 
the ruler considered to 
be the founder of Ben-
galuru. Kempegowda 
belonged to the Vokka-
liga community. But the 
party’s real challenge is 
to go beyond cosmetic 
moves and deliver on 
the community’s biggest 
demand - more reserva-
tion. Vokkaliga leaders 
want reservation for the 
community to increase 
from the current 4% to 
12% within the Other 
Backward Class (OBC) 
quota, which, they say, 
is the proportion of the 
Vokkaligas in the popu-
lation. The Vokkaligas 
also want a fixed quota 
within the 10% seats set 
aside for the Economi-
cally Weaker Sections. 
They want this to apply 
to poorer Vokkaligas in 
urban areas. Just like it is 
for the Lingayats, not just 
politicians but also reli-
gious heads are making 
the demand. At a recent 
convention, Vokkaliga 
seers were also present 
and quite vocal on quota, 
including Swami Nirma-
lananda of the influential 
Adichunchanagiri Mutt. 
They declared a Janu-

ary 23 deadline for the 
Basavaraj Bommai gov-
ernment to meet their 
demands. If it doesn’t, 
it will face agitation, the 
seers warned. Vokkaliga 
ministers in the state gov-
ernment also spoke at the 
event. They had to tread 
cautiously as they tried to 
mollify their community 
while standing by their 
own government. Health 
Minister K Sudhakar re-
quested patience and said 
the government would 
not let the community 
down. The BJP may be 
concerned about upset-
ting others if they give 
in to one community. 
But if they don’t agree, 
will the Vokkaligas make 
them pay in the elections 
that are just around the 
corner? It doesn’t help 
the BJP that the Con-
gress’s DK Shivakumar 
- a potential candidate 
for chief minister and the 
party’s troubleshooter - is 
a Vokkaliga. He says the 
community is just ask-
ing for the quota that is 
its share of the popula-
tion and that he is ready 
to do anything to make it 
happen. The other major 
opposition party in the 
state, JDS, is led by Vok-
kaligas. The BJP already 
has its work cut out when 
it comes to the Vokkaliga 
vote. Its performance has 
not been very strong in 
the Vokkaliga-dominated 
areas of south Karnataka 
in earlier elections. Add-
ing to the churn are the 
Panchamasali .

Regulation of OTT Platforms: 
Challenges and Solutions
A rapid ascension into a 
culture of ‘binge-watch-
ing’ has begun to phase 
out the days of Doordar-
shan and satellite disks, 
with OTT content offer-
ing leisure viewing at 
home. India’s OTT view-
ership stands at 43 mil-
lion people and is project-
ed to rise up to 50 million 
by the end of 2023. The 
rising popularity of OTT 
platforms hosting a wide 
variety of content has of-
ten raised issues regard-
ing its regulations. The 
Information Technology 
(Intermediary Guidelines 
and Digital Media Ethics 
Code) Rules, 2021 (IT 
Rules), was the first at-
tempt to provide a dedi-
cated framework for the 
previously unregulated 
OTT sector. It envisaged 
the creation of a three-
tier grievance redressal 
mechanism which in-
cluded a government 
body at its third level. 
The IT Rules enclosed a 
Code of Ethics aimed to 
guide platforms to self-
classify content into cat-
egories based on age ap-
propriateness. Although 
this system attempts 
to emulate the Central 
Board of Film Certifica-
tion (CBFC), albeit in a 
self-regulatory mecha-
nism, monitoring is more 
complex considering the 
volume of content on 
OTT platforms and its 
accessibility. Television 
and film, i.e. linear modes 
of transmissions differ 
from the on-demand na-
ture of digital content, 
which requires a change 
in legislative thinking 
and a dynamic system 
capable of withstanding 
accelerating technologi-
cal growth and globalisa-
tion. The IT Rules faced 
significant backlash, with 
many fearing its detri-
mental impact on media 
freedom. The Bombay 
High Court while staying 
the operation of Rules 
9(1) 9(3),2, held that it 
was “an affront on the 
guarantee of the right of 
freedom of free speech 
and expression conferred 
by Article 19(1)(a) of the 
Constitution”. Moreover, 
it was observed that the 
Code of Ethics cannot 
be enforced in the man-
ner envisaged under IT 
Rules, and like journal-
istic norms, should act as 
guiding principles. Else, 
it would have a “chill-
ing effect qua the right 
to freedom of speech and 
expression of writers/
editors/publishers”. This 
was also upheld by the 
Madras High Court. Reg-
ulation of media hinges 
on a delicate balance 
between public inter-
est and the fundamental 
rights guaranteed under 
the Constitution. De-
mocratisation of media 
is underpinned by these 
principles, distinguishing 
online content from con-
ventional. Web content 
is generally more liber-
alised, covering themes 
and concepts that are 
not seen in conventional 
media. Thus, it tends to 
stray from conventional 
censorship paradigms. 
Notably, the draft amend-
ments to the IT Rules re-
leased in 2022, are still a 
cause for concern due to 

their vague and uncertain 
provisions; the apprehen-
sion is that the proposed 
censorship body severely 
lacks transparency, pos-
sibly posing unreason-
able restrictions on me-
dia. In fact, ‘censorship’ 
should not be the goal 
of media-related legisla-
tion or regulation, rather 
it should ensure that con-
tent reaches appropri-
ate audiences, especially 
given the diversity of this 
country. Censorship may 
have been a necessity for 
British India, but it does 
not serve any purpose in 
a free, democratic nation. 
Television content, for 
example, is regulated by 
a self-regulatory body, 
the Indian Broadcasting 
Foundation (IBF). Com-
plications escalate since 
there is a substantial in-
flux of OTT content from 
foreign countries, as not-
ed by the Supreme Court 
previously. Effective en-
forcement of domestic 
redressal mechanisms 
against foreign entities 
remains a concern. In-
advertently, the blocking 
of foreign content also 
gives rise to piracy, an-
other epidemic legal sys-
tems have struggled to 
control. No matter how 
the regulation of content 
is approached, there will 
be hurdles. Any mode 
of disseminating content 
incites protest calling for 
its removal – while the 
number of petitions filed 
against web series is in-
creasing, films released 
theatrically also face this 
issue. The makers of the 
web series Tandav were 
charged with offenses 
under the IPC,6 and the 
IT Act. Multiple FIRs 
were registered against 
the makers of Aashram, 
and petitions were filed 
against the release of 
Mirzapur. These are just 
a few examples in a sea 
of many. Unfortunately, 
finding a solution is not 
as easy as pointing out 
the challenges. While it 
is well understood that 
although the right to 
freedom of speech and 
expression is fundamen-
tal, it is not unfettered 
and subject to reason-

able restrictions. A sound 
principle, but difficult to 
implement to create a co-
hesive legal framework, 
especially for digital 
media. A hybrid model 
of governance may be a 
possible solution. Pre-
screening mechanisms 
would be challenging to 
implement. So, a likely 
option could entail an 
independent, self-regu-
latory body comprising 
stakeholders from the in-
dustry to deal with griev-
ances and complaints re-
lating to the OTT content, 
whose working would be 
guided by a certain set of 
principles, reflecting the 
ethos and mores of so-
ciety in the 21st century. 
Recommendations by 
this self-regulatory body 
could be appealed before 
an appellate committee 
established by the same 
body, with independent 
members on the panel. 
The next level of regula-
tion could be a quasi-ju-
dicial body, comprised of 
industry experts and judi-
cial members, whose de-
cision will be conclusive. 
This structure can ensure 
speedy resolution and 
lessen the burden of High 
Courts and Supreme 
Courts that are inundated 
with somewhat frivolous 
claims against OTT con-
tent. However, the effec-
tiveness of the proposed 
system depends entirely 
on the independence of 
self-regulatory bodies, 
the guiding principles, its 
members, and other min-
ute details. There is cer-
tainly a growing need for 
a better redressal / regu-
latory system for OTT 
content. However, an ef-
fective solution can only 
be reached when there is 
a convergence between 
the media industry, pub-
lic interest, and govern-
ment policy. theatrically 
also face this issue. The 
makers of the web series 
Tandav were charged 
with offenses under the 
IPC,6 and the IT Act. 
Multiple FIRs were reg-
istered against the mak-
ers of Aashram, and pe-
titions were filed against 
the release of Mirzapur. 
These are just a few ex-

amples in a sea of many. 
Unfortunately, finding 
a solution is not as easy 
as pointing out the chal-
lenges. While it is well 
understood that although 
the right to freedom of 
speech and expression 
is fundamental, it is not 
unfettered and subject to 
reasonable restrictions. 
A sound principle, but 
difficult to implement to 
create a cohesive legal 
framework, especially 
for digital media. A hy-
brid model of gover-
nance may be a possible 
solution. Pre-screening 
mechanisms would be 
challenging to imple-
ment. So, a likely option 
could entail an inde-
pendent, self-regulatory 
body comprising stake-
holders from the industry 
to deal with grievances 
and complaints relat-
ing to the OTT content, 
whose working would be 
guided by a certain set of 
principles, reflecting the 
ethos and mores of so-
ciety in the 21st century. 
Recommendations by 
this self-regulatory body 
could be appealed before 
an appellate committee 
established by the same 
body, with independent 
members on the panel. 
The next level of regula-
tion could be a quasi-ju-
dicial body, comprised of 
industry experts and judi-
cial members, whose de-
cision will be conclusive. 
This structure can ensure 
speedy resolution and 
lessen the burden of High 
Courts and Supreme 
Courts that are inundated 
with somewhat frivolous 
claims against OTT con-
tent. However, the effec-
tiveness of the proposed 
system depends entirely 
on the independence of 
self-regulatory bodies, 
the guiding principles, 
its members, and other 
minute details. There is 
certainly a growing need 
for a better redressal / 
regulatory system for 
OTT content. However, 
an effective solu-
tion can only be reached 
when there is a conver-
gence between the media 
industry, public interest, 
and government policy.
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Khalistanis In Canada Target New 
Students From Punjab To Further Their Agenda

Ottawa: As Khalistani 
activists in Canada have 
grabbed headlines after 
the Amritpal Singh inci-
dent in Punjab, many fear 
that the pro-Khalistani 
sentiment is rising in the 
country. “What did the 
promptness of NDP lead-
er Jagmeet Singh, MP So-
nia Sidhu, and others in 
tweeting about the Punjab 
situation after Amritpal 
Singh`s incident and ban 
on Internet services, say? 
It was done at the behest 
of radical vote banks,” 
says a Brampton Sikh en-
trepreneur, requesting an-
onymity. He says the ma-
jority is silent because of 
fear of reprisal. “Nobody 
opens their mouth against 
the Khalistanis who en-
joy political patronage. 
Any leader who says 
anything against them 
is banned from entering 
gurdwaras and joining 
Vaisakhi parades,” he 
says. “When events such 
as the arrest of Amritpal 
Singh happen, Khalistan 
supporters bombard the 
offices of mayors, MPs, 
MPPs, and ministers 

with messages, forcing 
them to issue hasty state-
ments or tweet,” says an 
Indo-Canadian restaurant 
owner in Toronto. The 
restaurant owner claims 
that Khalistanis are luring 
and using new students 
from Punjab to further 
their agenda. They brain-
wash these students while 
helping them with jobs, 
accommodation, and 
food, he says. “The stu-
dents are being roped in 
for Khalistani demonstra-
tions. In return for help-
ing these students, the 
radicals ask the parents of 
these students in Punjab 
to help pro-Khalistan ac-
tivists in the state,” says 
the Toronto restaurant 
owner. Ritesh Malik, the 

national convener of the 
Canada-India Foundation 
which has been targeted 
by radicals as being pro-
RSS, blames the political 
appeasement for the rise 
of anti-Indian sentiment 
in Canada. “Politicians 
must stop playing iden-
tity politics. A criminal 
is a criminal -- not a Sikh 
or a Hindu or a Muslim. 
By supporting these el-
ements, ministers and 
MPs are playing danger-
ous games and harming 
Canada which needs In-
dia more than ever now,” 
says Malik. Brampton 
Punjabi journalist Balraj 
Deol also blames the In-
dian government for em-
boldening Khalistanis by 
deleting their names.

Mississippi Governor 
Tate Reeves warned that 
more storms and severe 
weather ahead after the 
devastating tornadoes 
killed 26 people. Gov-
ernor Reeves said that 
many parts of the state 
are facing significant 
risks. Hundreds of citi-
zens were displaced due 
to the tornadoes which 
tore through Alabama 
and Mississippi in the 
United States on Friday 
night. The mayor of one 
of the worst-hit towns 
said that some of his per-
sonal friends were also 
killed in the natural di-
saster. The tornado that 
came on Friday was the 
deadliest among all the 
tornadoes which have 
hit Mississippi in more 
than 10 years. Around 25 
people lost their lives in 
the state while one per-
son was confirmed dead 
in the neighbouring state 
of Alabama. Trucks were 
overturned into houses, 
trees were uprooted and 
power lines were broken 

by the tornado which was 
classified as “violent”. 
| Mississippi weather-
man breaks down dur-
ing news forecast of tor-
nado destruction Some 
volunteers came from 
the neighbouring state 
of Louisiana, Tennes-
see and Arkansas to help 
the locals in the clean-
up operation. A state 
of emergency was de-
clared by United States 
President Joe Biden and 
federal resources were 
deployed to accelerate 
the work of rescue and 
response in some of the 
towns which were worst 
hit. Crews have been 
working to remove the 
fallen trees which have 
pinned down the power 
lines because of which 
thousands have been 
living in darkness since 
Friday. A few stations 
have been established 
outside some buildings 
which are standing par-
tially for the survivors to 
collect sandwiches and 
water. However, as local 

communities are work-
ing towards providing 
a swift response, warn-
ings have been issued for 
the severe storm ahead. 
Addressing a press con-
ference held in Rolling 
Fork, Governor Reeves 
said, “What we’ve seen, 
much like the storm that 
occurred Friday night, is 
in the 24-36 hours that 
are leading up to this af-
ternoon, it appears that 
the risks seem to be get-
ting worse and worse, not 
better.” US: Devastating 
Tornado in Mississippi 
kills 25, Biden describes 
images as ‘heartbreak-
ing’ | WION “And when 
you stand here and see 
this, what feels like a 
beautiful weather day in 

Mississippi, please be 
aware and please know: 
if you are south of I-55 in 
Mississippi today there 
are significant risks. We 
are prepared,” he added. 
The governor stated that 
it was “heartbreaking” to 
see the devastation and 
loss caused by the torna-
does, however, he added 
that he was “damn proud 
to be a Mississippian” 
after seeing how swiftly 
locals responded to the 
disaster. “Because Mis-
sissippians have done 
what Mississippians do. 
In times of tragedy, in 
times of crisis, they stand 
up and they show up, 
and they’re here to help 
themselves, help their 
neighbours,” he said

Ex-Pakistan PM Imran Khan Says, 
‘Taliban Will Not Respect Human Rights 

Kabul (Afghanistan): 
Former Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan has 
said that the Taliban will 
not respect human rights, 
including women`s right 
to education until they 
are recognised by the in-
ternational community, 
Khaama Press reported. 
Imran Khan said that the 
Taliban should be made 
part of the international 
community and then the 
human rights and mat-
ters related to the edu-
cation of girls should be 
discussed, Khaama Press 
reported citing Britain’s 
Channel 4 interview. “If 
you isolate them [Tali-
ban], what influence are 
you going to have on 

them? If you mainstream 
and let them have a state, 
then talk about human 
rights. Right now, you 
push them on isolation; 
their money is frozen, 
so why would they lis-
ten to anyone?,” Khaa-
ma Press quoted Imran 
Khan as saying in an 
interview with Channel 
4. ‘Get them (Taliban) 
involved’: Imran Khan 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) chairman Imran 
Khan said, “My advice 
is to get them involved, 
give them a stake in the 
international community 
so that when you tell 
them to have girls edu-
cated, they will listen to 
you; right now, they are 

not.” by TaboolaSpon-
sored LinksYou May 
Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Uni-
versity Citizens of India 
aged 40-80 can take ad-
vantage of this opportu-
nity. Homeownerhome 
Imran Khan’s remarks 
come amid the human 
rights crisis in Afghani-
stan. Afghan women 
have been calling on the 
Taliban to reopen second-
ary schools for girls in 
Afghanistan. This is not 
the first time Imran Khan 
has asked the interna-
tional community to rec-
ognize the Taliban. Ear-
lier in 2022, Imran Khan, 
who was then Pakistan`s 
Prime Minister said that 
there is “no other alter-
native to Taliban in Af-
ghanistan,” so the “only 
option the world has right 
now is to engage with 
the Taliban for things to 
move forward.” In an 
exclusive interview with 
Fareed Zakaria for CNN, 
Imran Khan while speak-
ing about Pakistan`s 

diplomatic ties with the 
Taliban in Afghanistan 
said that the Taliban will 
have to be recognised by 
the world as it is about 
the well-being and fu-
ture of about 40 million 
Afghans. “Afghanistan 
is on the verge of experi-
encing the worst humani-
tarian crisis,” PM Imran 
Khan said. “Consider-
ing the circumstances, 
is there any other alter-
native to the Taliban in 
Afghanistan? No, there 
isn`t,” Imran Khan said. 
“Forty million people 
in Afghanistan are in 
dire straits because of 
the ongoing situation 
in the country,” Khan 
said. ‘People of the US 
should understand’ He 
added that people of the 
US should understand 
that disliking the Taliban 
is one thing, however, 
thinking about the people 
of Afghanistan is another 
as they were facing “ex-
treme difficulties.” Im-
ran Khan called working 
with the Taliban.

US: Shooting at a Sacramento 
gurudwara injures two, one suspect at large

Israel PM Fires Defence 
Minister Over Call To Stop Judicial 
Jerusalem: Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu on Sunday fired 
Defence Minister Yoav 
Galant a day after he 
broke ranks, citing secu-
rity concerns in calling 
for a pause to the gov-
ernment’s controversial 
judicial reforms. On a 
day when 200,000 peo-
ple took to the streets of 
Tel Aviv to protest the 
reforms, Galant -- who 
had been a staunch Ne-
tanyahu ally -- on Satur-
day said “we must stop 
the legislative process” 
for a month in view of its 
divisiveness. The plans 
to hand more control to 
politicians and diminish 
the role of the Supreme 
Court have been ques-

tioned by Israel’s top al-
lies including the United 
States, while regularly 
igniting protests in Is-
rael. “The growing social 
rift has made its way into 
the (army) and security 
agencies,” said Galant, 
who is a member of Ne-
tanyahu’s right-wing Li-
kud party. “It is a clear, 
immediate and tangible 
threat to Israel’s security. 
“I am committed to Li-
kud values... and placing 
the State of Israel above 
all... but major changes 
on the national level 
must be made through 
deliberations and dia-
logue,” he added, also 
calling for a halt to the 
protests. Detractors say 
the reform project threat-

ens Israel’s democracy, 
but the government ar-
gues changes are needed 
to rebalance powers be-
tween lawmakers and 
the judiciary. Netanyahu 
on Sunday decided to 
“dismiss Defence Min-
ister Yoav Galant”, the 
prime minister’s office 
said in a brief statement. 
In response to the deci-
sion, Galant countered 
on Twitter: “The security 
of the State of Israel has 
always been and will al-
ways remain the mission 
of my life.” - Slim major-
ity - Galant’s call for a 
halt to the reforms came 
as lawmakers are due to 
vote this coming week 
on a central part of the 
proposals, which would 

change the way judges 
are appointed. Two other 
Likud lawmakers had 
tweeted their support for 
Galant, raising questions 
over whether the gov-
ernment could count on 
a majority if it pushes 
ahead with a vote. Op-
position leader Yair La-
pid responded on Twitter 
to Galant’s dismissal by 
saying the prime min-
ister could fire Galant, 
“but he cannot fire real-
ity and cannot fire the 
people of Israel who are 
standing up to the insan-
ity of the coalition. “The 
Prime Minister of Israel 
is a danger to the security 
of the State of Israel,” 
Lapid added. Adding to 
the political uncertainty, 

Israel’s consul general 
in New York, Asaf Za-
mir, tendered his resig-
nation Sunday, saying 
Netanyahu’s “dangerous 
decision” to sack the de-
fense minister convinced 
him he could “no longer 
continue representing 
the government.” “Fol-
lowing today’s develop-
ments, it is now time for 
me to join the fight for 
Israel’s future to ensure 
it remains a beacon of 
democracy and freedom 
in the world,” Zamir said 
in a tweet posting his res-
ignation letter. Galant, 
a former general, was 
named to his post in De-
cember as part of Netan-
yahu’s coalition.

A shooting was reported 
from a Sikh temple along 
Bradshaw Road in Sac-
ramento County, US, on 
Sunday. Two people were 
injured in the shooting 
that happened around 
2:30 pm local time. The 
Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s Office said the 
shooting happened as a 
result of a fight between 
two men. One of them 
pulled out and fired a gun 
at the other man. A friend 

of the man then shot back 
in retaliation, investiga-
tors said. The police are 
looking for a suspect and 
those injured in the shoot-
ing have been hospital-
ised. They further said 
that the incident does not 
seem to be linked to hate 
crime. A Sikh Society Pa-
rade had taken place at 
the same gurudwara ear-
lier in the day. The Sikh 
society issued a statement 
and called the shooting 

an “unfortunate” inci-
dent, adding “a few mis-
guided people” tried to 
ruin the Nagar Kirtan pa-
rade that was being held. 
“We hope the culprit(s) 
is punished to the full-
est extent of the law.” 
The Sacramento Bee re-
ported that following the 
shooting at the Gurdwara 
Sacramento Sikh Society, 
police officials held two 
men from the parade, al-
though it isn’t known if 
they were involved in the 
shooting in any way. Sac-
ramento County Sheriff’s 
Office spokesman Sgt. 
Amar Gandhi told Sacra-
mento-based TV station 
KCRA-TV that one of 
the two men involved in 
the brawl has been arrest-
ed, while the second, de-
scribed as an “East Indian 
man in his 20s or 30s.

A Month’s Delay In Clock Change Splits Lebanon

Beirut: Wracked by 
a crippling economic 
meltdown and political 
deadlock, Lebanon on 
Sunday added a seem-
ingly odd question to its 
growing list of problems: 
“What time is it?” A last-
minute decision to delay 
daylight savings by a 
month has left the small 
country divided between 
two time zones after the 
move was met with op-
position from the influ-
ential Maronite Church. 
Lebanon’s caretaker 
government announced 
Thursday its decision 
to delay rolling clocks 
forward until April 20, 
instead of the last week 
of March as is usually 
the case in the country 
and many others in the 
northern hemisphere. In-

stitutions including the 
church, as well as some 
schools and media outlets 
instead insisted on turn-
ing their clocks forward 
at midnight (2200 GMT 
on Saturday). While the 
government has not ex-
plained the move, a video 
shared widely on social 
media may provide an 
explanation. It shows a 
discussion between care-
taker prime minister Na-
jib Mikati and parliament 
speaker Nabih Berri, who 
asks the premier to delay 
the clock change until 
the end of Ramadan, in 
an apparent attempt to 
cater to Muslims who 
fast daily until sunset 
during the holy month. 
Education Minister Ab-
bas Halabi said Sunday 
the eleventh-hour deci-

sion had “inflamed sec-
tarian discourse”, argu-
ing a cabinet decision 
was required to make the 
change. In a statement on 
Twitter, he said schools 
and universities should 
observe daylight savings 
time as initially planned 
-- but some institutions 
had already said they 
would abide by the roll-
back. ‘Purely administra-
tive’ Pierre Daher, CEO 
of Lebanese broadcaster 
LBCI, said “the worst 
thing is that the decision 
on when to begin sum-
mer time took a sectar-
ian turn.” The channel 
had said in a statement 
it would defy the gov-
ernment’s decision as 
the delay would affect 
its operations. “Had the 
government taken the de-
cision a month ago, and 
not 48 hours in advance, 
then there wouldn’t have 
been a problem,” Daher 
told AFP. Three other 
Lebanese networks also 
moved clocks forward. 
Mikati in a statement on 
Saturday called the move 
“purely administrative”. 
But the powerful Ma-
ronite Church said the 

decision had been taken 
“without consultations 
and without any regard 
for international stan-
dards”. “A decision like 
this should have been an-
nounced a year earlier to 
avoid harming people’s 
lives,” church spokes-
man Walid Ghayad told 
AFP. “It cannot be made 
over a cup of coffee.” 
The church had refused 
to comply in order to 
prevent “further isolating 
Lebanon”, he said. Two 
prominent Christian po-
litical parties have called 
on the government to re-
verse its decision. Gebran 
Bassil, leader of one of 
them, the Free Patriotic 
Movement, tweeted: “Do 
not change your clocks, 
they will move forward 
automatically.” ‘Which 
timing?’ Lebanon’s two 
major telecommunica-
tions companies advised 
customers over the week-
end to change to manual 
clock settings on mobile 
phones to avoid the nor-
mally automatic change. 
Justice Minister Henri 
Khoury has supported 
calls for Mikati to go 
back on the decision, say-

ing it would have “cata-
strophic” consequences 
for an economy in free 
fall since 2019. “The de-
cision has created confu-
sion and caused divisions 
and disturbances among 
religious authorities, pri-
vate media and education 
institutions,” Khoury 
said in a statement. Flag 
carrier Middle East Air-
lines, while implement-
ing the government-or-
dered delay, said it would 
move departure times 
by one hour to adhere 
to international flight 
schedules. At Beirut’s 
international airport on 
Sunday, passenger Ma-
rissa Daoud expressed 
confusion after flying in 
from France. “I don’t un-
derstand what time it is,” 
she told AFP. “How am I 
supposed to set it on my 
phone? On which tim-
ing?” Lebanese slammed 
the uncanny dispute on 
social media, with some 
sarcastically alluding to 
sectarian tensions that 
had fuelled a bloody 
civil war in 1975-1990. 
One user said on Twitter: 
“Will our children read in 
history books.

Mississippi braces for more storms 
after being routed by devastating tornado
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India to Soon Start Semiconductor 
Manufacturing, Production: IT Secretary

Electronics and IT sec-
retary Alkesh Kumar 
Sharma on Tuesday said 
that the production of 
semiconductors in the 
country will start very 
soon. He was responding 
to a query around plan of 
action of the Ministry of 
Electronics and IT after 
state-owned company 
Energy Efficiency Ser-
vices Limited (EESL) 
raised the issue of short-
age of electronic chip 
and printed circuit board 
(PCB or motherboard) 
hindering domestic pro-

duction of electric me-
ters. “India will be one 
of those top 6-7 partners 
which will have semicon-
ductor manufacturing. It 
will happen very soon,” 
Sharma said. Speaking at 
a conference on technol-
ogy transfer by C-DAC, 
Thiruvananthapuram for 
local manufacturing of 
smart meters and elec-
tric chargers, Sharma 
said Meity has taken lead 
in technology develop-
ment, be it electronic or 
automotive sector, arti-
ficial intelligence. “We 

have taken a lead when 
it comes to the climate 
change initiative. One big 
component is the shift to-
wards green technology, 
and EV is an important 
mission in that. Demand 
is increasing. We need 
5,000 chargers at pres-
ent in the top 20 cities of 
India. ToT for EV will 
provide immense benefit 
to the country,” he said. 
The C-DAC, Thiruvana-
nthapuram under the Na-
tional Mission on Power 
Electronics Technology 
(NaMPET) programme 

has developed a Smart 
Energy Meter based on 
Indian standards and is 
suitable for Advanced 
Metering Infrastructure 
(AMI). Sharma said that 
the development of lo-
cal smart meters will 
enhance efficiency in 
metering, reduce power 
consumption, people 
will get correct bills and 
benefit power distribu-
tion companies. A se-
nior official from EESL 
said that it is a transient 
phase from conventional 
smart meters to digital 
smart meters. “As on 
date we are facing chal-
lenges like hardware 
components, chips and 
PCBs (printed circuit 
board) are not available 
because of which we all 
have to depend on differ-
ent countries. Thanks to 
C-DAC for developing 
indigenous technology, 
we will have our own 
manufacturing. Our own 
country PCB.

Apple ditches plans to 
launch iPhone SE 4 in 2024
Apple’s next-gen budget 
iPhone, that is, the iPhone 
SE 4, has been in the 
news since the company 
launched the iPhone SE 
3 in 2022. Reports, over 
the span, of almost a year 
have predicted that the 
phone will get an iPhone 
XR-like design with a 
bigger 6.1-inch display, 
Face ID — an upgrade 
from iPhone SE 2022’s 
Touch ID — and other 
upgraded internals, most 
significantly support for 
5G network, a feature 
that has been a standard 
on iPhones since the 
launch of the iPhone 12 
series in 2020. More re-
cently, reports suggested 
that the company may 
delay the launch of the 
iPhone SE 4 until 2024. 
However, a new report 
suggests otherwise. Also 
Read - Forget iPhone 14 
Pro, Qualcomm has an-

other plan to bring satel-
lite connectivity to your 
phone According to the 
details shared by noted 
Apple analyst Ming Chi 
Kuo, Apple has report-
edly cancelled plans of 
launching iPhone SE 4 
completely. In a post on 
Medium Kuo wrote that 
the company’s ‘supply 
chain has received in-
structions from Apple in-
dicating that the produc-
tion and shipment plans 
for the 2024 iPhone SE 
4 have been canceled 
rather than delayed’. 
Also Read - CES 2023: 
Qualcomm unveils Snap-
dragon Ride Flex SoC 
for an advanced automo-
tive experience Elaborat-
ing on the decision, Kuo 
said that the move comes 
owing to the concerns 
regarding the company’s 
in-house baseband chip. 
Also Read - Apple’s 

‘Find My’ app helps to 
locate stolen car: Here’s 
how For the unversed, 
Apple has been working 
on developing its own 5G 
modems for years now. 
Earlier, reports suggest-
ed that Apple’s in-house 
5G modem will debut in 
its iPhones in 2023 and 
that going forward, Qual-
comm will supply only 
20 percent of the chipset 
required by Apple in its 
iPhone models. How-
ever, a report by Kuo last 
year suggested that Ap-

ple’s plans of including 
its own 5G modems in its 
2023 iPhone models may 
have been delayed as the 
chip’s performance isn’t 
satisfactory enough for 
use in iPhones and other 
Apple devices. Now, the 
Apple analyst says that 
the company had planned 
to launch its 5G modem 
in its iPhone SE 4 to test 
the waters before the 
company started using it 
in its 2023 iPhone series. 
However, it looks like 
the company’s in-house 

Indus pre-registrations to cross one 
million, community playtest 3 date revealed

Supergaming’s Indus Battle 
Royale went for pre-reg-
istrations sometime back 
for Android on Play Store. 
Earlier this month, the 
company revealed that the 
game has crossed 500,000 
pre-registrations on the Play 
Store while also reveal-
ing the pre-registration re-
wards. Also Read - Made in 
India Indus Battle Royale’s 
pre-registration rewards re-
vealed, iOS registrations to 
begin soon Now, in only a 
few weeks, the game’s pre-
registrations are about to 
cross the one million mark. 
On this occasion, Super-
gaming has revealed the 
next community playtest 
date. It has also revealed a 
host of improvements the 
game will go through before 
the Playtest. Indus Battle 
Royale Community Playtest 
date is here Before the game 
is released, Supergaming is 
testing it and polishing it for 
the final release. The com-
pany has been conducting 
community playtests of the 
game, and now, it is prep-
ping for the 3rd community 

playtest. The community 
playtest 03 will be conduct-
ed on February 25 in Surat 
at White Orange Software. 
At the community playtest 
in Surat, players will get 
access to the latest build of 
the game. Players will be 
able to play the game with 
developers and community 
members of Indus. There 
are a host of changes that 
the game has gone through 
considering the feedback 
from previous community 
playtests. For the unversed, 
the last community playtest 
was held in November in 
Bengaluru. The new build 
that players will be able 
to play at the community 

playtest 3 will include the 
following improvements 
and changes. Better graph-
ics and smoother visuals 
New playable paragons 
(characters) New paragon 
skins New weapons Map 
improvements Mini-map 
upgrades Slide feature Cus-
tomisable controls Supply 
drops Weapon testing facil-
ity (to try before landing on 
the Virlok map) Apart from 
this, Indus will soon go up 
for pre-registrations on iOS 
devices, as confirmed by 
the company. Indus will be 
a made-in-India game offer-
ing a battle royale experi-
ence. It will have a floating 
island map.

Motorola Razr 2023 Design Leaks Tip 
Bigger Cover Display and More
Motorola introduced the 
Razr 2022 globally in 
October 2022. It had a 
much larger external dis-
play than its predecessor, 
a Snapdragon 8+ Gen 1 
SoC, and a 144Hz fold-
able display. The design 
of the upcoming Motor-
ola Razr 2023 foldable 
phone has been revealed 
in a couple of new leaks. 
The 2022 version had a 
2.7-inch outer display, 
and according to new 
leaks, the Razr 2023, ex-
pected to drop later this 
year, will have an even 
larger display. According 
to the images, the cover 
display almost complete-
ly fills the top rear panel 
shell. According to im-
ages uploaded by promi-
nent tipster Evan Blass 
(@evleaks), the Motor-
ola Razr 2023 will have 
a large cover display that 

fills almost the entire top 
rear panel shell. The out-
er display of the foldable 
smartphone will have 
three cutouts at the bot-
tom right. These include 
slots for the dual-camera 
setup as well as the LED 
flash. The exact dimen-

sions of the cover display 
are unknown. The Razr 
2023 may have a larger 
cover display than the 
3.26-inch outer screen of 
the Oppo Find N2 Flip. 
Another leak by The 
Tech Outlook shows that 
the Motorola Razr 2023 

phone has no cutout for 
the front camera on the 
inside. Motorola may re-
lease the phone with an 
under-screen front cam-
era or without one at all. 
The cover display is big 
enough to function as a 
viewfinder for selfies. 

When using the foldable 
screen, this will also aid 
in creating an immersive 
viewing experience, the 
report added. Moto G 
Stylus (2023) Design Re-
vealed via Leaked Ren-
der The bezels around the 
foldable display are rela-
tively thin and the frame 
as seen in the images 
is also curved, which 
should aid in providing a 
comfortable grip. At the 
moment, no phone speci-
fications have leaked 
online. The Razr 2023 
could be equipped with a 
Qualcomm or MediaTek 
flagship chipset. Given 
the higher consumption 
of larger displays, the 
company could increase 
the phone’s battery ca-
pacity. Motorola has not 
yet confirmed the Razr 
2023’s official release 
date.

Meta Quest now lets users to tap, 
swipe in VR without controllers

Meta announced that it 
is rolling out a new ex-
perimental feature “Di-
rect Touch” with Meta 
Quest’s latest “v50” up-
date, which will allow 
users to tap and swipe in 
virtual reality (VR) inter-
face without controllers. 
Also Read - Samsung 
Galaxy Z Fold5 may not 
sport S Pen slot: Check 
details here With the new 
feature, users can now 
tap buttons with their in-
dex finger to adjust the 
settings or select a game 
from their library, quick-
ly type out messages on 
the virtual keyboard and 

much more, the com-
pany said in a blogpost 
on Tuesday. Also Read - 
Samsung to manufacture 
fabless Ambarella’s auto-
motive chips The Direct 
Touch feature is a major 
improvement to the com-
pany’s hand-tracking 
technology, offering a 
more intuitive and en-
gaging way to interact 
with the system and 2D 
panels in general. Also 
Read - Hackers steal Ac-
tivision’s employee data, 
upcoming CoD games 
The company also intro-
duced a new “gesture for 
hands-based locomotion, 

which you can try out in 
the latest version of First 
Hand.” “We’re adding 
in-game multitasking, al-
lowing you to use a 2D 
app, like the Meta Quest 
Browser, without closing 
the game you’re play-
ing,” it mentioned. With 
the v50 update, the com-
pany also reduced the 
“amount of time it takes 
for tracking to initialise 
on the Meta Quest Touch 
Pro controllers”. Last 
month, Meta had im-
proved its Quest’s hand 
tracking technology with 
the v2.1 update and made 
it default for Quest.

Infinix Zero Ultra 5G Review: Big on 
Numbers, Small on Experience
The premium, mid-range 
smartphone segment in 
India has seen a surge in 
the number of launches 
lately. Most smartphone 
companies have launched 
new options around Rs. 
30,000, which is consid-
ered to be the new entry-
point for premium de-
vices. Infinix, a company 
known for its budget and 
mid-range smartphones 
in India, has launched 
its first premium smart-
phone in the country. 
The Infinix Zero Ultra 
packs some big num-
bers on paper that tries 
to justify its price tag of 
Rs. 36,999. What really 
matters though is if the 
phone offers good value 
based on how it performs 
in the real world. Should 
you look past the estab-
lished premium players 
and pick the Infinix Zero 
Ultra 5G instead? We 
help you decide. Infinix 
Zero Ultra 5G price in In-
dia The Infinix Zero Ultra 
5G has been launched as 
a single variant in India. 

The phone has 8GB of 
RAM and 256GB of stor-
age and is priced at Rs. 
36,999 on Flipkart. The 
phone is available in two 
colours, Genesis Noir 
and Coslight Silver. Red-
mi Note 12 Pro+ 5G Re-
view: A Strong Overall 
Package Infinix Zero Ul-
tra 5G design and display 
The Genesis Noir colour 
of the Infinix Zero Ultra 
stands out as it looks dif-
ferent from most other 
phones in the market. The 
rear panel has a dual-tone 
and dual-texture design. 
Majority of the rear panel 
is made of glass and has 
a glossy finish, which at-
tracts many fingerprints. 
The right portion has, 
what looks like, vegan or 
faux leather but feels like 
rubberised plastic to the 
touch. This does aid in 
offering better grip while 
playing games or simply 
holding the phone. The 
phone is slightly on the 
heavier side and weighs 
213g. It is also quite thick 
at 9.16mm. While the de-

sign is mostly subjective, 
I would prefer the Cos-
light Silver colour which 
looks a lot more premi-
um. The plastic frame is 
curved on the sides and 
flat at the top and bot-
tom. This design reminds 
me of the Vivo X80 Pro 
(Review) and many other 
Vivo X-series smart-
phones. You get the pow-
er and volume buttons on 
the right side, which are 
quite easy to reach and 
offer good feedback. At 
the bottom, there is the 
primary speaker grille, a 
dual-SIM tray and a USB 
Type-C port. Realme 
10 Pro+ 5G Review: If 
Looks Were Everything 
Infinix Zero Ultra 5G 
WM 4 Infinix Zero Ultra 
5G WM The Infinix Zero 
Ultra 5G has a tall AMO-
LED display One of the 
highlight features of the 
Infinix Zero Ultra 5G is 
its 6.8-inch curved-edge 
AMOLED display. Since 
the bezels at the top and 
bottom are fairly thin, the 
multimedia experience 

is quite immersive. You 
do get WideVine L1 cer-
tification for HD video 
playback in apps such as 
Netflix, but the lack of 
HDR10 support is a bum-
mer. iQoo Neo 6 Review: 
Mighty Performance at 
a Great Price That being 
said, the full-HD+ screen 
is plenty bright and did 
not give me any trouble 
while using the phone 
outdoors, during the day. 
I also did not experience 

any accidental touches 
due to the curved dis-
play as the frame is thick 
enough to offer room to 
rest your fingers while 
playing games in land-
scape mode. Infinix Zero 
Ultra 5G WM 9 Infinix 
Zero Ultra 5G WM.
 The Infinix Zero Ultra 
5G has very thin bezels at 
the top and bottom of the 
display There is support 
for a up to 120Hz refresh.
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Working Closely With India For Operational, 
Mission Readiness Of Defence Forces: Boeing
New Delhi: Aerospace 
major Boeing said it is 
working closely with In-
dia to enable operational 
capabilities and mission 
readiness for its defence 
forces. “We are working 
closely with our partners 
in India to enable excep-
tional operational capa-
bilities and mission read-
iness for Indian Air Force 
and Indian Navy,” Boe-
ing India said in a tweet 
on Thursday. Its C-17 
fleet has over 31,000 fly-
ing hours, its P-8I fleet 
over 35,000 flying hours, 
and many more flying 
and training hours across 
platforms, the tweet said. 
Air India, which will buy 
250 aircraft from Air-
bus, just selected Boeing 
for the purchase of up to 

290 planes as part of its 
growth strategy. Air India 
selected 190 737 MAX, 
20 787 Dreamliner and 
10 777X Boeing air-
planes. The agreement 
between Boeing and Air 
India includes options for 
50 additional 737 MAXs 
and 20 787-9s aircrafts. 
Boeing said when final-
ized, this will be its larg-
est Boeing order in South 

Asia and a historic mile-
stone in the aerospace 
company’s nearly 90-
year partnership with Air 
India. US President Joe 
Biden said in a statement 
released by the White 
House that the purchase 
of over 200 American-
made aircraft through an 
agreement between Air 
India and Boeing reflects 
the strength of the US-

India economic partner-
ship. “The United States 
can and will lead the 
world in manufacturing. 
I am proud to announce 
today the purchase of 
over 200 American-made 
aircraft through a his-
toric agreement between 
Air India and Boeing. 
This purchase will sup-
port over one million 
American jobs across 44 
states, and many will not 
require a four-year col-
lege degree,” the state-
ment said. Air India was 
looking for a remix of 
aircraft to boost their do-
mestic and international 
network through recent 
orders. Soon after the di-
vestment of the airline, 
CEO Campbell Wilson 
announced in a speech 

to AI employees that 
the airline is going for a 
historic order. The day 
Boeing’s deal with Air 
India was made public 
-- Tuesday, the US-based 
aviation major projected 
India’s long-term air pas-
senger growth rate of 
nearly 7 per cent annu-
ally through 2041. It its 
2022 Commercial Mar-
ket Outlook for India, 
it said the growth will 
be largely driven by the 
strength of the domestic 
market, which has recov-
ered to 98 per cent of pre-
pandemic levels, Boeing 
said India’s air traffic has 
transitioned from recov-
ery to growth. Further, 
it said India will require 
approximately 2,210 new 
airplanes.

Paytm Gets 15-Day Extension To 
Apply For Online Payment Aggregator Permit
New Delhi: Digital fi-
nancial services firm 
One97 Communications, 
which operates the Paytm 
brand, has 15 days more 
to apply for the online 
payment aggregator li-
cence for its subsidiary 
PPSL, a regulatory fil-
ing said on Sunday. The 
Reserve Bank of India 
in November rejected its 
application for a payment 
aggregator (PA) licence 
for Paytm Payments Ser-
vices Limited (PPSL) and 
asked to resubmit the ap-
plication the same within 
120 days. (Also Read: 
Pakistan Economic Cri-
sis: Onions Prices Rise 
By 228%, Wheat Rates 
Up By 120% - Check 
Rates Of Other Kitchen 
Items Here) One97 Com-

munications (OCL) in the 
regulatory filing said that 
it has received a letter 
from the RBI, which says 
PPSL can continue with 
the Online Payment Ag-
gregation business, while 
it awaits approval from 
the central government 
for past investment from 
OCL into PPSL as per 
FDI Guidelines. (Also 
Read: RBI May Hike 25 
bps Interest Rate In Next 
MPC, Says Expert) “As 
per RBI’s letter, on re-
ceipt of approval from 
GoI, PPSL will have fif-
teen days to submit the 
application, seeking au-
thorisation for PPSL to 
operate as an online PA,” 
the filing said. Paytm re-
quires a permit to oper-
ate its payment gateway 

business through which 
it facilitates payments to 
various merchants. The 
company said that dur-
ing the pending process, 
PPSL can continue with 
its online payment ag-
gregation business for 
existing partners with-
out onboarding any new 
merchants. “This con-
tinues to have no mate-
rial impact on our busi-
ness and revenues since 
the communication from 
RBI is applicable only to 
onboarding of new online 
merchants and we can 
continue to provide pay-
ment services to our ex-
isting online merchants,” 
the filing said. to our ex-
isting online merchants,” 
the filing said.

Extended Trading Hours to Help in 
Hedging Risk From Global Uncertainties
New Delhi: Longer trad-
ing hours in the Indian 
stock markets can poten-
tially decrease the over-
night risk arising from 
global information flow, 
experts said on Tuesday. 
The remarks came amid 
media reports that the 
National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) is looking to ex-
tend the trading hours in 
the equity segment till 5 
pm. This is not the first 
time, when discussion 
over extended trading 
hours has created a lot of 
buzz. At present, the do-
mestic stock markets are 
open between 9:15 am 
and 3:30 pm.”In today’s 
world, economies are 
highly connected and the 
integration of the global 
markets is gradually in-
creasing. The Indian 
stock market reacts to the 
developments in other 
major economies and 
markets in the US and 
Europe. Therefore, mar-
kets which have longer 
trading hours can hedge 
the risk arising due to the 
global information flow 
in a more efficient way,” 
A Balakrishnan, Execu-
tive Director at Geojit 

Financial Services, said. 
Therefore, any move by 
the NSE to increase the 
trading time for the eq-
uity segment will help 
the market participants 
and retail investors, he 
added. Tejas Khoday, 
Co-Founder and CEO of 
FYERS, said that extend-
ing market hours in the 
equity F&O and currency 
segments is necessary for 
hedging overnight risk 
from global uncertain-
ties. He, further, said that 
resistance and negativity 
regarding this topic could 
inhibit the growth of our 
capital markets because 
financial markets are in-
creasingly interconnect-
ed, and cutting off access 
to hedge will prevent 
India from becoming a 
global investment desti-
nation. “Extended trad-
ing hours for F&O will 
maybe signal the matu-
rity of our markets. They 
also level the playing 
field for domestic trad-
ers against international 
traders and are also good 
for capital markets busi-
nesses in terms of reve-
nues, but I’m conflicted,” 
Zerodha Co-Founder 

Nithin Kamath tweeted. 
Market experts said that 
extended trading hours 
would assist in increas-
ing capital formation by 
enabling more people 
from India to participate 
and attract foreign inves-
tors to invest and hedge 
their portfolios with cur-
rency and equity F&O. 
In January, Sebi came 
out with a standard op-
erating procedure (SOP) 
asking stock exchanges 
to inform about trading 
disruptions to stakehold-
ers within 15 minutes 
of such occurrences and 
extending the trading 
time by one-and-a-half 
hours in certain outage 
conditions. In 2018, the 
markets regulator al-
lowed stock exchanges 
to set their trading hours 
in the equity derivatives 
segment between 9:00 
am and 11:55 pm. This 
was similar to the trad-
ing hours for commod-
ity derivatives segment 
which are presently fixed 
between 10 am and 11:55 
pm. The move was part 
of Sebi’s efforts to enable 
integration of stocks and 
commodities trading.

New Delhi: With retail 
inflation remaining above 
the comfort level of 6 
percent and most glob-
al peers including US 
Fed continuing hawkish 
stance, the Reserve Bank 
of India too may go in for 
a 25 basis points hike in 
the bi-monthly monetary 
policy to be announced 
on April 6, opined ex-
perts. The Monetary Pol-
icy Committee (MPC) of 
the Reserve Bank will be 
meeting for three days on 
April 3, 5, and 6 to take 
into account various do-
mestic and global fac-
tors before coming out 
with the first bi-monthly 
monetary policy for fis-
cal 2023-24. The two key 
factors which the com-
mittee will deliberate in-
tensely while firming up 
the next monetary policy 
are elevated retail infla-
tion and the recent action 
taken by central banks 
of the developed nations 
especially the US Fed-
eral Reserve, European 
Central Bank, and Bank 
of England. (Also Read: 
Bengaluru Techies Post 
On Clearing ‘Google In-

terview, But Failing Ten-
ant Interview’ Goes Vi-
ral, Social Media Reacts) 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like 
Citizens of India aged 
40-80 can take advan-
tage of this opportunity. 
Homeownerhome Stop 
wondering, start earn-
ing. AltiFi The Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) has 
been raising benchmark 
rates since May 2022 to 
contain inflation which 
has been largely driven 
by external factors, es-
pecially the disruption of 
the global supply chain 
following the outbreak 
of the Russia-Ukraine 
war. (Also Read: India’s 
Forex Reserves Rise 
Sharply) In its last policy 
meeting held in February, 
RBI raised the policy rate 
or repo by 25 basis points 
to 6.50 percent. Having 
remained below six per-
cent for two months (No-
vember and December 
2022), the retail inflation 
breached the comfort 
zone warranting action 
by the Reserve Bank. 
The Consumer Price In-
dex (CPI)-based infla-

tion was 6.52 percent in 
January and 6.44 percent 
in February. “Given that 
CPI inflation has been 6.5 
percent and 6.4 percent 
in the last two months 
and that liquidity is now 
near neutral, we may 
expect the RBI to raise 
rates once again by 25 
bps and probably change 
stance to neutral to signal 
that this cycle is over,” 
opined Madan Sabnavis, 
Chief Economist, Bank 
of Baroda. India Rat-
ings and Research Chief 
Economist D K Pant too 

expect the central bank to 
raise the policy rate by 25 
bps (basis points). “This 
is likely to be the last rate 
hike in the present policy 
tightening cycle,” he said 
and added that the infla-
tion trajectory from here 
is going to decline due to 
the impact of past policy 
rate hikes, softening of 
global commodity prices, 
and base effect. Mean-
while, Ranen Banerjee, 
Partner, Economic Advi-
sory Services, PwC In-
dia, said that the risk of 
dis-anchoring the infla-

tion expectations by go-
ing for a pause owing to 
the banking turmoil has 
forced the US Fed, ECB, 
and BoE to raise the pol-
icy rates. The speech of 
the US Fed chair clearly 
articulates that there is 
going to be less hawkish-
ness going forward. The 
case for disengagement 
of the Indian monetary 
policy moves with the US 
Fed has become stronger 
and the probability of a 
pause by the RBI on rate 
hikes has increased, he 
said. PwC India.

Another Crisis In Making? Inside The Debt 
Story Of Anil Agarwal & Vedanta Resources

Work-Life Balance: 4-Days Work Project 
Sees Success in THIS Country

New Delhi: British com-
panies trialling a four-
day working week have 
mostly decided to stick 
with it after a six-month 
pilot in what campaign-
ers for better work-life 
balance view as a break-
through. Employees at 61 
companies across Britain 
worked an average of 34 
hours across four days 
between June and De-
cember 2022, while earn-
ing their existing salary. 
Of those, 56 companies, 
or 92%, opted to contin-
ue like that, 18 of them 
permanently. The trial is 
the largest in the world 
to date, according to Au-
tonomy, a British-based 
research organisation 
which published the re-
port alongside a group of 
academics and with back-
ing from New Zealand-
based group 4 Day Week 
Global. Most companies 
involved, across differ-
ent sectors and sizes with 
2,900 staff overall, said 
productivity was main-
tained. Staff said their 

well-being and work-life 
balance had improved 
while data showed em-
ployees were much less 
likely to quit their jobs 
as a result of the four-day 
week policy. “This is a 
major breakthrough mo-
ment for the movement 
towards a four-day work-
ing week,” Joe Ryle, Di-
rector of the 4 Day Week 
Campaign, said in a state-
ment on Tuesday. “These 
incredible results show 
that the four-day week 
with no loss of pay really 
works.” ‘MORE BUSY, 
LESS STRESSED’ The 
founder of a craft brew-
ery involved in the trial 
said the trial encour-
aged greater productiv-

ity in shorter time. “We 
want to be more busy, 
less stressed,” the report 
quoted the founder as 
saying. For some em-
ployees surveyed, the 
extra day off was more 
important than any pay 
rise: 15% said no amount 
of money would induce 
them back to a five-day 
week. Companies from 
the marketing and adver-
tising, professional ser-
vices and charity sectors 
were most represented in 
the trial. Some 66% of 
those participating had 
25 or fewer employees, 
while 22% had 50 or 
more staff. Which four 
days employees worked 
varied. 

New Delhi: “Anil has 
always been a survivor,” 
that’s what Tom Albanese 
said about Anil Agarwal, 
the chairman of Vedanta 
Resources, one of the 
biggest mining compa-
nies in India that also has 
presence across South 
Africa, Liberia, and Na-
mibia. Tom Albanese 
served as the Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer (CEO) of 
Vedanta Resources from 
2014 to 2017. Also Read: 
$1 Billion Is Peanuts For 
Us: Anil Agarwal Plays 
Down Vedanta’s Piling 
Debt Concerns India’s 
First Semiconductor 
Plant By Vedanta-Fox-
conn Finalises Address 
In Dholera SIR, Guja-
rat Vedanta-Foxconn’s 
Greenfield Chip Plant 
In Gujarat Struggles To 
Find Investors: Report 
Vedanta Resources has 
been one of the highly 
leveraged companies 
that have been under 
investors’ and authori-
ties’ scrutiny after New 

York-based short seller 
Hindenburg Research’s 
attack on Gautam Adani 
and his business empire 
erased a chunk of inves-
tors’ wealth. Powered By 
Video Player is loading. 
Earlier this month, Anil 
Agarwal had revealed 
his aim to make Vedanta 
Resources a “zero debt 
company”. In an inter-
view with the Financial 
Times, he said that the 
total debt of Vedanta is 
“less than $13 billion” 
and that becoming “a 
zero-debt company is 
not a distant dream, but 
a medium-term, achiev-
able goal.” In the same 
interview, the mining 
mogul dismissed con-
cerns about the payment 
of debt maturities worth 
$900 million by June, 
2023. He told FT that his 
commodities businesses 
are “throwing off enough 
cash“, adding that he 
expected $9 billion of 
profit across the group 
for the coming year. “$1 

billion is peanuts for 
us,” FT quoted Agarwal. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like This 
Refugee Sisterhood in Ja-
karta has No Borders Our 
Better World Citizens of 
India aged 40-80 can take 
advantage of this oppor-
tunity. Homeownerhome 
VEDANTA’S DEBT 
REPAYMENT In Febru-
ary, Vedanta Resources 
had slashed its debt by 
$2 billion amid inves-
tor concerns following 
Adani Group’s steep fall 
after the publication of 
Hindenburg Research’s 
report. The Mumbai-
listed company had a net 
debt of $9.66 billion as 
of 31 March 2022, as per 
information available on 
its website. After repay-
ments and borrowings, 
the company presently 
has an outstanding debt 
of $7.7 billion of which 
$3 billion is due for re-
payment in the fiscal 
starting April 2023, as per 
a TOI report. The compa-

ny had issued a statement 
in which it has “delev-
eraged by $2 billion in 
the past 11 months, thus 
achieving half of its $4 
billion 3-year debt reduc-
tion commitment in the 
first year alone.” “Dur-
ing 2023-24 (FY24) and 
2024-25 (FY25), Vedanta 
will continue to delever-
age from net debt of $7.7 
billion and plans to cover 
50 per cent of FY24 li-
quidity requirements 
internally and balance 
through refinancing,” the 
Vedanta statement said. 
Earlier this month, news 
agency Bloomberg had 
reported the Anil Agar-
wal-led firm is studying 
the possibility of selling 
less than 5 per cent of the 
company as a “last-resort 
option”. However, repre-
sentatives of the company 
had denied it. “Any talks 
of stake sale in Vedanta 
Ltd. is untrue and base-
less,” a representative 
for the companies said in 
response to Bloomberg’s 

query. Vedanta Resources 
Ltd has debt obligations 
of up to $2 billion due 
by June 2023, as per ET. 
The report, which quoted 
people familiar with the 
matter, said that the com-
pany had approached in-
vestors about a strategic 
stake sale of up to 10 per 
cent in India listed Ve-
danta Ltd. The company 
has also approached Gulf 
sovereign wealth funds 
(SWFs) and alternative 
asset managers such as 
Abu Dhabi’s Mubadala, 
ADQ, Bahrain’s Invest-
corp, and Saudi Arabia’s 
Public Investment Fund 
(PIF), The International 
Holding Company (IHC) 
of Abu Dhabi, led by 
Sheikh Tahnoon bin Za-
yed al-Nahyan, for up to 
10 per cent dilution in the 
company, said the ET re-
port that quoted multiple 
sources. Vedanta Ltd’s 
share price has fallen by 
6.12 per cent in the past 
one month. The company 
said on March 23.

RBI May Hike 25 bps Interest Rate 
In Next MPC Against Air India Pilots
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Cristiano Ronaldo Scores Twice 
As Portugal Rout Luxembourg 6-0 In Euro 2024 Qualifier

Cristiano Ronaldo scored 
twice to lead a 6-0 rout 
of Luxembourg in Eu-
ropean Championship 
qualifying as the Portu-
gal star added to his re-
cords for international 
goals and appearances 
on Sunday (March 26). 
The double from Ron-
aldo, the all-time scoring 
leader in men’s football, 
took his career tally for 
Portugal to 122 goals in 

198 games. The 38-year-
old Ronaldo opened the 
scoring and netted his 
team’s fourth goal just 
after the half-hour mark 
as the 2016 champions 
easily beat the outplayed 
hosts. João Félix and 
Bernardo Silva scored 
inbetween Ronaldo’s 
goals, while substitutes 
Otavio and Rafael Leão 
added goals in the second 
half. WATCH highlights 

of Portugal win over 
Luxembourg HERE… 
The comfortable win 
comes three days af-
ter Ronaldo became the 
most-capped player in 
men’s international soc-
cer when he scored twice 
in his 197th appearance 
to help beat Liechten-
stein 4-0 in the debut of 
coach Roberto Martínez. 
Ronaldo’s place as Portu-
gal’s unquestioned leader 
has been restored under 
the Spanish coach, who 
joined Portugal after fin-
ishing his long stint in 
charge of Belgium fol-
lowing the World Cup. 
Ronaldo hit the low point 
of his spectacular career 
in Qatar when former 
coach Fernando Santos 
benched him for Portu-
gal’s knockout games, 
including a quarterfinals 
loss to Morocco. His fall-
ing out with Santos came 
amid his break with Man-

chester United, before 
he made his surprising 
move to the Saudi Arabi-
an league. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Uni-
versity Citizens of India 
aged 40-80 can take ad-
vantage of this opportu-
nity. Homeownerhome 
He has now scored brac-
es in back-to-back starts, 
albeit against European 
minnows. Portugal leads 
Group J with six points. 
Slovakia is next with four 
points after its 2-0 win 
over Bosnia and Herze-
govina, which has three. 
Iceland also has three 
points after it crushed 
Liechtenstein 7-0. Aar-
on Gunnarsson scored 
three times for Iceland. 
The top two finishers of 
the group advance to the 
tournament to be played 
in Germany next year. 
Ronaldo found goal No. 

121 just nine minutes 
into a rainy first half at 
Stade de Luxembourg. 
The Al-Nassr striker was 
all alone to push in a 
headed pass from Nuno 
Mendes after the Paris 
Saint-Germain defender 
squared a cross from 
Bruno Fernandes. Félix 
headed in a well-placed 
cross by Silva to double 
the lead in the 15th. Silva 
headed in a third goal 
just three minutes later 
when he steered in a long 
ball forward by João Pal-
hinha. Ronaldo made it 
goal No. 122 when he 
took a through ball from 
Fernandes and fired just 
inside the near post in 
the 31st. Martínez substi-
tuted Ronaldo, who had 
picked up a yellow card 
for simulating a foul, 
with just over a half-hour 
left. Otavio added an-
other header in the 77th 
before .

NBA: Bulls beat Lakers in LeBron’s 
return, Cavaliers clinch playoff berth

The Chicago Bulls spoiled 
superstar LeBron James’s 
return from a 13-game inju-
ry absence on Sunday, beat-
ing the Los Angeles Lakers 
118-108 to tighten their 
hold on the final Eastern 
Conference play-in spot. 
As the push to the post-
season headed into its final 
two weeks, the Cleveland 
Cavaliers clinched their 
first playoff berth since 
2018 with a 108-91 victory 
over the Houston Rockets. 
Jarret Allen tied his season 
high with 24 points, pulled 
down 14 rebounds and 
blocked three shots while 
All-Star guard Donovan 
Mitchell added 22 points 
for the Cavs, who are as-
sured of one of the top six 
places in the Eastern Con-
ference to avoid the play-in 
tournament for the seventh- 
through 10th-placed teams. 
Also Read: IPL 2023: I’m 
back, says Virat Kohli ahead 
of upcoming season It’s the 
first time since 1998 that 
the Cavaliers have reached 
the playoffs without James, 
whose 20-year NBA career 
has included two stints with 
his hometown team, where 

he won one of his four titles 
in 2016. James said Sunday 
that the chance to challenge 
for a fifth title overall, and a 
second with the Lakers, had 
driven his rapid return from 
what he revealed was a torn 
tendon in his right foot. All 
eyes were on the 38-year-
old forward at Crypto.com 
Arena, where he came off 
the bench for just the sec-
ond time in his career -- the 
only other occasion com-
ing in December of 2007 
when he was with Cleve-
land. James checked in to 
a standing ovation with the 
Lakers up 12-9 in the first 
quarter -- going through his 
traditional hand-chalk toss 
near the scorer’s table be-
fore hitting the floor. He led 
the Lakers with 19 points 
in 27 and a half minutes 
on court. Troy Brown and 
Malik Beasley added 18 
apiece while Anthony Da-
vis scored 15. But the Bulls 
crashed the party, Zach 
LaVine scoring 32 points 
and DeMar De Rozan add-
ing 17 points and 10 assists 
as Chicago gave themselves 
a three-game cushion over 
the Washington Wizards 

for the 10th place in the 
East. “They came out with 
a sense of urgency tonight,” 
Lakers coach Darvin Ham 
said. “We came out a little 
flat, turned the ball over 
early. We weren’t aggres-
sive enough, physical 
enough.” The Lakers, who 
had gone 8-5 in James’s ab-
sence, saw their three-game 
winning streak end. They 
slipped from eighth to ninth 
in the Western Confer-
ence, half a game ahead of 
Oklahoma City and half a 
game behind New Orleans 
and Minnesota. James said 
seeing his teammates claw 
out wins in his absence 
had spurred his injury re-
turn. “It definitely changed 
my mindset on me coming 
back and trying to be a part 
of this. Well, I don’t even 
want to say changed my 
mindset. It just enhanced 
what I was trying to do as 
far as my workouts, as far 
as my treatment and every-
thing.” Elsewhere, Jaylen 
Brown scored 41 points and 
pulled down 13 rebounds to 
lead the Boston Celtics to 
a 137-93 home rout of the 
San Antonio Spurs.

Women’s World Boxing Championships: Lovlina Borgohain 
Beats Caitlin Parker To Become World Champion
As the referee raised 
Lovlina Borgohain’s 
hand, the Olympic med-
allist Assam boxer let out 
a scream, pent-up emo-
tions finally getting the 
better of her. She finally 
won her maiden World 
Championships gold af-
ter two bronze medals, in 
her fourth attempt. After 
her semifinal win over 
China’s Li Qian, Lovlina 
had broken her ‘bronze 
medal jinx’. And what 
better shade of the medal 
than gold to change the 
bronze to. The 25-year-
old has won three bronze 
medals at marquee 
events, including two 
at the World Champi-
onships and one at the 
Tokyo Olympics. “I am 
happy to win the gold 
and make India proud,” 
a relieved Lovlina said 
after her final bout. “I 
had two bronze in Worlds 
and one in the Olympics. 
Worked really hard to 
change the colour. I am 
ecstatic to have changed 
the colour,” she said. 

“Ups and downs are part 
of life, but I took these as 
opportunities and worked 
hard and I have gold to-
day.” LOVLINA IS A 
WORLD CHAMPION! 
The Olympic medalist 
wins her first gold medal 
at the World Champion-
ships. @LovlinaBorgo-
hai defeated Caitlin Park-
er of Australia to clinch 
the gold! Getty #Lov-
linaBorgohain #WW-
CHDelhi #TeamIndia 
#BharatArmy pic.twit-
ter.com/AKe5n9DsVO 
— The Bharat Army (@
thebharatarmy) March 
26, 2023 It was also a re-
demption of sorts after a 
string of underwhelming 
performances after the 
Olympic medal. Lovlina 
has had a roller coaster 
of a year and a half. The 
Assam boxer, who pre-
fers to keep a low profile, 
was pushed to the spot-
light ever since she won 
the bronze at the Tokyo 
Olympics in 2021. She 
had afterwards admit-
ted that she lost focus 

due the endless felicita-
tions and other commit-
ments outside the box-
ing ring, which affected 
her performance. She 
made an early exit from 
the last edition of cham-
pionships in 2022. Lov-
lina was at the centre of 
controversy at the 2022 
Commonwealth Games 
as she alleged that her 
preparations were getting 
affected due to the “con-
tinuous harassment” of 
her coaches. by Tabool-
aSponsored LinksYou 
May Like App Design of 
Uber decoded - Free Live 
Masterclass Scaler Acad-

emy Doctors amazed - do 
This every day and lose 
pounds! Diet Drops Her 
personal coach Sandhya 
Gurung, whom she cred-
its for pulling her out of a 
difficult mental situation 
before the Tokyo Olym-
pics, was not allowed to 
enter the Games Village 
since she did not have 
an accreditation. In the 
end, Gurung was given 
an accreditation and also 
allotted a room in the 
Games Village. But the 
result was the same as 
the World Championship 
-- an early exit. Lovlina 
then bulked herself.

Shooting World Cup: Manu Bhaker Wins India’s 
Sixth Medal, China Win Sixth Gold

Euro 2024 Qualifiers round-up: England 
beat Ukraine, Ronaldo’s double powers Portugal

Harry Kane scored again 
as England made it two 
wins from two in Euro 
2024 qualifying by beat-
ing Ukraine 2-0 at Wem-
bley on Sunday, while 
Cristiano Ronaldo ex-
tended his international 
goals record to 122 with 
a double as Portugal 
thrashed Luxembourg. 
Captain Kane, who broke 
Wayne Rooney’s all-time 
England goalscoring re-
cord in midweek, turned 
home his 55th interna-
tional goal from Bukayo 
Saka’s cross in the 37th 
minute. In-form Arsenal 
winger Saka all but end-
ed Ukraine’s resistance 
three minutes later, turn-
ing from Jordan Hender-
son’s pass and curling 
a sublime strike from 
outside the area into the 
top corner. Also Read: 
Russia beat Iraq 2-0 in 
first home international 
friendly since Ukraine 

invasion The victory 
takes England three 
points clear at the top of 
the early Group C table 
after winning in Italy for 
the first time since 1961 
on Thursday. “Two wins 
out of two is all we asked 
for at the start of the 
camp,” midfielder Jude 
Bellingham told Chan-
nel 4. “We’ve followed 
up a really good result 
in Italy with another one 
tonight and when you 
do that, it feels reward-
ing.” Gareth Southgate’s 
men produced an ac-
complished performance 
in their first home game 
since an agonising World 
Cup quarter-final defeat 
by France last December. 
Kane missed one great 
early chance before he 
gave England the lead. 
Ukraine failed to mus-
ter a shot on target and 
Conor Gallagher, Harry 
Maguire and Jack Greal-

ish all went close to net-
ting a third for the hosts 
late on. England, still 
waiting for a first major 
tournament title since 
1966, return to qualify-
ing action against Malta 
and North Macedonia in 
June. The top two teams 
in each group will auto-
matically book a place 
in next year’s European 
Championship in Ger-
many. Reigning champi-
ons Italy bounced back 
from their loss to Eng-
land with a straightfor-
ward 2-0 away win over 
Malta. Argentine-born 
forward Mateo Retegui 
followed up his debut 
goal against England by 
opening the scoring early 
on. Monza midfielder 
Matteo Pessina made it 
two before the half-hour 
mark and Italy comfort-
ably saw out the victory. 
Ronaldo scores twice 
Ronaldo marked his re-

cord-breaking 197th in-
ternational appearance in 
midweek with two goals 
against Liechtenstein 
and he repeated the trick 
as Portugal thumped 
Luxembourg 6-0. The 
38-year-old diverted in 
Nuno Mendes’ headed 
pass to give Roberto 
Martinez’s men a ninth-
minute lead. Goals from 
Joao Felix and Bernardo 
Silva put the game to bed 
inside 18 minutes, before 
Ronaldo slotted home his 
second from Bruno Fer-
nandes’ through ball in 
the 31st minute. Ronaldo 
has now scored 11 goals 
against Luxembourg in 
his career. Late strikes 
from substitutes Otavio 
and Rafael Leao, who 
also missed a penalty, 
rounded off a fine per-
formance from Portugal 
who are already clear at 
the top of Group J. “It’s 
important.

Golf: Sam Burns wins WGC Match Play 
Championship in all-American final

Sam Burns captured the 
biggest title of his career 
by winning the WGC 
Match Play Champion-
ship on Sunday, routing 
Cameron Young 6&5 in 
an all-American final. 
World number 15 Burns 
took a $3.5 million top 
prize at Austin Country 
Club in Texas by making 
eight birdies in the last 10 
holes to dispatch 17th-
ranked Young, last year’s 
British Open runner-up. 
“What a week. Man, I’m 
so tired,” Burns said. “It 
was fun playing Cam. I 
know he didn’t have his 
best stuff.” Also Read: 
Celine Boutier wins 
LPGA Drive On Cham-
pionship title It was the 
fifth career PGA title for 
Burns, who won all seven 
of his matches to become 
the first player to capture 
the WGC Match Play 
in his debut since Aus-
tralian Geoff Ogilvy in 

2006. “I just tried to stack 
one good swing after an-
other,” Burns said. “Re-
ally have tried to put the 
hard work in and it’s nice 
to see it paying off on 
the golf course.” Burns 
dethroned top-ranked de-
fending champion Scot-
tie Scheffler in 21 holes 
in morning semi-finals 
while Young, last year’s 
PGA Rookie of the Year, 
ousted third-ranked Rory 
McIlroy in 19 holes. 
“Felt like I found some-
thing this morning at the 
end of my match with 
Scottie and kind of was 
able to carry that on this 
afternoon,” Burns said. 
“It’s huge. I haven’t 
played my best golf the 
past couple months and 
was really struggling 
with my swing the past 
couple weeks.” Young, 
who chased his first PGA 
victory, settled for his 
sixth runner-up show-

ing. “Frustrating to lose 
today,” Young said. “Out 
here you have to make 
a bunch of birdies and I 
just didn’t quite do it.” In 
the final, Young won the 
second hole with a five-
foot birdie putt but Burns 
dropped his approach 
inches from the hole for 
a birdie to claim the fifth 
and pull level. Burns 
nearly holed out from 45 
yards and birdied to win 
the par-5 sixth then took 

the par-3 seventh when 
Young missed a six-foot 
par putt and captured his 
fourth consecutive hole 
with a 20-foot birdie putt 
at the eighth, seizing a 
3-up advantage. Burns 
sank a 12-foot birdie putt 
to win the 10th for a 4-up 
lead and made a 24-foot 
birdie putt at the par-3 
11th, although Young 
tied the hole with a 22-
foot birdie putt. 

Women’s pistol ace Manu 
Bhaker, won India’s sixth 
medal of the Interna-
tional Shooting Sport 
Federation (ISSF) World 
Cup Rifle/Pistol Bhopal, 
picking up a bronze in 
the women’s 25m pistol 
at the M.P. State Shoot-
ing Academy range. 
China however, contin-
ued their domination of 
the tournament, winning 
a sixth gold medal out of 
the eight decided so far. 
The final competition day 
comes up on Sunday with 
two more finals left to be 
played- the women’s 3P 
and the men’s 25m rapid 
fire pistol (RFP). All fi-
nals are being streamed 

LIVE on the ISSF and 
NRAI YouTube chan-
nels. Aishwary finishes 
fourth Du Linshu won 
the first medal event of 
competition day four, de-
feating Hungary’s Istvan 
Peni 16-10 in the men’s 
3P gold medal clash. Sea-
soned Swiss 3P special-
ist Jan Lochbihler won 
bronze when he edged out 
home favourite Aishwary 
Tomar in the top eight 
ranking round. He fin-
ished the 40-shot round 
with a score of 407.4 
while Aishwary, courtesy 
three five-shot series in 
the 40s in the final Stand-
ing position, finished 
with a score of 405.5. Du 

topped the round with 
410.7 while Istvan was 
second with 408.2. The 
Indian had earlier topped 
the 60-shot qualification 
round with a score of 
591. Manu wins bronze 
In the women’s 25m pis-
tol, two Indians made 
the ranking round with 
Manu shooting a solid 
294 in the second rapid-
fire stage to finish third 
with a score of 584. Esha 
Singh bagged the sev-
enth spot with 581. That 
meant both Indians found 
themselves in the first 
ranking match together 
from where, eventual 
gold medallist Doreen 
Vennekamp of Germany 
and Manu, qualified for 
the medal match with 14-
hits each out of 20. Esha 
was third with 11-hits 
while Zavala of Mexico 
was fourth with 10-hits. 
Two Chinese shooters, 
Xiong Yaxuan and even-
tual silver medallist Du 
Ziyue came through from 
the second ranking match 
with 12-hits apiece as the 
Koean and Singaporean 

shooters were eliminat-
ed. In the medal match, 
where the fourth shooter 
is eliminated after the 
first four five-shot series, 
Xiong bowed out with 
12-hits, confirming In-
dia’s medal. Doreen was 
leading at that stage with 
16-hits while both Manu 
and China’s Ziyue were 
tied on 14-hits each. The 
Indian fought hard there-
after but her opponents 
did not falter, leaving 
Manu to settle for bronze 
after the sixth series with 
20-hits to her name. Do-
reen finished with 30-hits 
at the end of 40-shots 
to Ziyue’s 29, returning 
a popular winner. This 
was the German two-
time world championship 
medallist’s second medal 
in Bhopal, after winning 
silver in the women’s 
10m air pistol earlier. 
China now has 10 medals 
at the Bhopal World Cup 
stage including two silver 
and bronze medals each, 
besides six golds. India 
lies second with the lone 
gold.
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MM Keeravani Calls 
Ram Gopal Varma His 
‘First Oscar’:  Naatu 
Naatu hitmaker MM 
Keeravani tagged Ram 
Gopal Verma as his ‘first 
Oscar’ in an interview 
and talked about how 
the filmmaker gave him 
a breakthrough with the 
1991 crime thriller film 
Kshana Kshanam. Keer-
avani in an interview 
had been asked about 
his breakthrough with 

the director, to which 
he replied: “Ram Gopal 
Verma was my first Os-
car. Now I received the 
Academy Award in 2023, 
it is my second Oscar. Let 
me tell you why. Because 
like all the people I ap-
proach around 51 peo-
ple, they might have… 
some of them might have 
thrown my audio cassette 
into the trash can… never 
heard me.” Also Read: 
MM Keeravani Reveals 

Guneet Monga Was Hos-
pitalized After She Went 
Breathless During Os-
cars’ Win: ‘She Was Not 
Given Time to Speak’ 
“Naatu Naatu has be-
come the song of the 
country” Says Actor Ram 
Charan- Watch Video Jr 
NTR And RRR Team 
React to Oscar Win For 
‘Naatu Naatu’: ‘This is 
a Victory For India’ “A 
stranger approaches you 
and asks you to listen to 
his tune… some of them 
might have liked but 
they are not interested. 
But that was my merit.” 
He added: “Ram Gopal 
Verma gave me a chance 
to work for his movie 
‘Kshana Kshanam’, but 
he was the ‘Siva’ Ram 
Gopal Verma… Siva 
played an Oscar role for 
him because it was his 
first movie being a mega-
hit.” “And Ram Gopal 
Verma played an Oscar 
role in my career. He was 

my Oscar.” Powered By 
PlayUnmute Fullscreen 
Keeravani added: “So, 
who is this Keeravani 
who is this person… you 
never heard of him. But 
Mr Ram Gopal Verma is 
working with him now. 
That must be something. 
Book him, come on! Let’s 
have him for our project 
also. That’s how Ram 
Gopal Verma’s associa-
tion helped me in getting 
more chances. That’s 
how he helped me a lot.” 
Sharing the clip of the 
interview, Ram tweeted: 
“Hey a@mmkeeravaani I 
am feeling dead because 
only dead people are 
praised like this.” MM 
Keeravani’s song ‘Naatu 
Naatu’ from SS Raja-
mouli’s magnum opus 
‘RRR’ brought the 95th 
Oscar Award in the Best 
Original Song category. 
The song has also won 
a Golden Globe honour 
and was also feted.

Twinning and winning! Shah Rukh Khan     
strikes stylish pose with wife Gauri and kids Suhana, Aryan, AbRam

Bollywood superstar 
Shah Rukh Khan’s fans 
were in for a treat as his 
wife Gauri Khan shared 
a perfect family picture 
across social media plat-
forms. The interior de-
signer also announced 
a new coffee table book 
titled My Life in Design. 
Alongside the announce-
ment, she dropped a 
picture that shows them 
twinning in black en-
sembles. “Family is what 
makes a home… Excited 
for the @penguinindia 
coffee table book… com-
ing soon. #GauriKhanDe-
signs #MyLifeInDesign 
(sic),” she captioned the 
post. Check out Gauri 
Khan’s post below! 
Family is what makes a 
home… Excited for the 
@PenguinIndia coffee 
table book… coming 
soon. #GauriKhanDe-
signs #MyLifeInDesign 
pic.twitter.com/T58bw-
e4vPR — Gauri Khan 
(@gaurikhan) March 26, 
2023 Also read: Viral 

video: Dwayne John-
son gets special make-
over from his daughters 
- watch King Khan and 
his son Aryan, both, wore 
black leather jackets. The 
father-son duo paired 
their jackets with black 
T-shirts. Gauri looked 
gorgeous in a black 
dress featuring a plung-
ing neckline. Meanwhile, 
Suhana opted for a white 
and black corset outfit. 
Little munchkin AbRam, 
on the other hand, wore 
a black co-ord set. The 

family picture went vi-
ral online in no time 
and caught everyone’s 
attention. Reacting to 
the post, actress Neelam 
Kothari Soni comment-
ed, “Gorgeous picture.” 
Shweta Bachchan, Zoya 
Akhtar, Karisma Kapoor 
and Manish Malhotra 
dropped red heart emo-
jis in the comment sec-
tion. Shah Rukh first met 
Gauri in 1984, when he 
was just 18 years old. 
He bumped into her at 
a party where she was 

dancing with her friend. 
After Gauri spoke to him 
for “more than three sec-
onds”, he felt “encour-
aged” and wanted to date 
Gauri. After dating for a 
couple of years, the two 
tied the knot in 1991. Six 
years after their wedding, 
the couple welcomed 
their first son, Aryan 
Khan. Suhana Khan was 
born in 2000, while their 
youngest, son AbRam 
Khan, was born in 2013 
via surrogacy.

Malayalam Actor, Former MP Innocent Passes Away At 75

New Delhi: Innocent, 
one of the most popular 
actors in the Malayalam 
film industry, died here 
in Kerala on Sunday 
night. He was 75. He 
was admitted to a pri-
vate hospital in Kochi 
on March 3. The former 
MP -- a two-time cancer 
survivor, had contracted 
Covid and later suf-
fered from pneumonia 
that eventually led to his 
death. His body will be 
taken to the Rajiv Gan-
dhi Indoor stadium in Er-

nakulam at 6.30 a.m. on 
Monday morning. The 
body will be kept there 
for three hours. From the 
stadium, his body will be 
taken to his native place 
Iringalakkuda where the 
funeral will be held in 
the evening. The veteran 
actor who had acted in 
around 700 movies and 
produced many of them 
was a comedian and a 
character actor. He had 
won from the Chalakudy 
Lok Sabha constituency 
in 2014 as a CPI-M can-

didate and had been quite 
a “significant voice” in 
the Parliament while rep-
resenting the constitu-
ency. Kerala Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan in 
his condolence message 
said: “Innocent, through 
his natural acting had 
entered the hearts of 
people. He was also a 
good social worker. He 
has stamped his pres-
ence in all the areas of 
the film industry and had 
performed as a come-
dian, character actor and 

producer.” Vijayan also 
offered condolences to 
the bereaved family of 
the actor. Innocent has 
written a popular Malay-
alam book, ‘Cancer War-
dile Chiri’ or ‘Smile in 
Cancer Ward’. Innocent 
entered the Malayalam 
film industry with the 
movie ‘Nrithasala’ di-
rected by Mohan, one of 
the most popular Malay-
alam directors. Innocent 
was also the president of 
the Association of Ma-
layalam Movie Actors 
(AMMA) -- an organ-
isation for Malayalam 
actors. He headed the 
AMMA for 18 years. He 
also worked towards the 
development of a pen-
sion scheme for retired 
Malayalam actors. Inno-
cent won the state award 
for the best actor in the 
movie, ‘Mazhavilkava-
di’. Malayalam superstar 
Mammootty, Jayaram, 
and several other top ac-
tors of the Malayalam 
film industry are pres-
ent in the hospital where 
he passed away. Kerala 
Minister for Higher Edu-
cation.

Nawazuddin Siddiqui Seeks Rs 100 
Crore From Brother And Ex-Wife For Alleged Defamation 

Vijay Deverakonda’s Messy Look 
Rules The Hearts Of Indian Women
New Delhi: One of the 
most attractive and en-
dearing performers in the 
Indian film industry is 
Vijay Deverakonda. The 
South entertainment in-
dustry was where the su-
perstar began his career 
many years ago, and yes, 
Vijay’s journey has been 
quite an eventful one. Be-
fore achieving enormous 
recognition and acclaim, 
he appeared in quite a 
few films in the South, 
but without a shadow of 
a doubt, ‘Arjun Reddy’ 
was his most ground-
breaking work. by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksY-
ou May Like Build an 

app like Uber - Free Live 
Masterclass Scaler Acad-
emy Call Center Services 
India Best Call Center 
The film was such a tre-
mendous success that it 
was recreated in Hindi 
with Shahid Kapoor 
playing “Kabir Singh’’ 
in addition to being re-
leased in numerous lan-
guages. The actor soon 
made his Bollywood de-
but with Liger and with 
that he has set the bar 
high for his audiences. In 
addition to the fact that 
Vijay Deverakonda is 
highly adored as an actor 
and superstar, one sig-
nificant aspect of him is 

his attractiveness, which 
makes him very popular 
with girls around the na-
tion. Every girl was fasci-
nated by his swagger and 
his unruly hair, so it’s no 
surprise that they all de-
veloped real crushes on 
him. With his long hair, 
which is popular among 

girls, Vijay Deverakonda 
has taken on some of his 
most attractive personas. 
Here are some looks that 
you simply can’t get over 
1. The actor’s unkempt 
hair and pastel shirt gave 
off a pleasant vibe. His 
innate attractiveness was 
enhanced by his messy 

Actor Nawazuddin Sid-
diqui who has been mak-
ing headlines for alleg-
edly harassing her wife 
has approached the Bom-
bay High Court claiming 
damages worth Rs. 100 
crores against his brother 

Shamsuddin and his for-
mer wife Anjana Pandey 
aka Aaliya Siddiqui. The 
lawsuit was presented to 
the Justice Riyaz Chagla 
bench, which will hear it 
on March 30, by attorney 
Sunil Kumar. According 

to the suit, Nawazuddin 
Siddiqui appointed his 
younger brother as his 
manager in 2008 on ac-
count of his unemploy-
ment. Shamsuddin also 
had the work of auditing, 
filing income tax returns, 
payment of GST, etc. 
Also Read: Nawazuddin 
Siddiqui Reveals he Once 
Lost His Job as a Securi-
ty Gaurd For Being ‘Too 
Weak’ Nawazuddin Sid-
diqui’s Manager Hugged 
His Daughter Inappropri-
ately: Wife Aaliya Makes 
New Allegations | Read 
Official Statement Amid 
Feud With Wife Aaliya, 
Nawazuddin Siddiqui 

Gets Support From Paki-
stani Actor Feroze Khan, 
Accused of Domestic 
Violence According to 
the petition, Nawazud-
din gave his credit cards, 
debit cards, ATM cards, 
signed cheque book, 
bank passwords, email 
addresses, etc to Sham-
suddin for the work and 
he concentrated on his 
acting. Shamsuddin start-
ed cheating and defraud-
ing Siddiqui, the petition 
alleges. According to the 
petition, Shamsuddin 
brought properties jointly 
but told Siddiqui that the 
properties were being.

Bhojpuri actor Akanksha Dubey 
found dead, suicide suspected
Bhojpuri actress Akank-
sha Dubey was found 
dead in a hotel in Vara-
nasi, Uttar Pradesh. As 
per the reports, the ac-
tress has died by suicide. 
She was 25. Akansha 
was in the city to shoot 
her upcoming project. 
The actress’s body was 
found hanging from the 
fan with a piece of cloth 
in the room of the hotel 
where she was staying. 
The senior police officer 
has said, as per the PTI, 
“The family members 
of the deceased live in 
Mumbai. They have been 
informed about the inci-
dent. No suicide note has 
been recovered from her 
room. Prima facie it ap-
pears to be a case of sui-
cide.” The body has been 
sent for post-mortem and 
the police are investigat-
ing the case. Akansha is a 
well-known face of Bho-
jpuri cinema. She has 
starred in several films 
including, Mujhse Shaa-
di Karogi (Bhopuri), 
Veeron ke Veer among 

others. View this post on 
Instagram A post shared 
by (@akankshadubey_
official) × She was an 
ardent social media user 
with a following of 1.7 
million on Instagram. 
She kept on updating 
her profile regularly with 
photos and ‘reels’. A few 
hours before her death, 

the actress shared a video 
of her dancing. Soon af-
ter the news of her death 
was confirmed, her fans 
and friends from the in-
dustry took to social me-
dia to pay condolences. 
Actress Rani Chatterjee 
commented: “Can’t be-
lieve seeing this news. 
What should I write, it is 

not right to end your life 
like this. May your soul 
find peace wherever it is, 
which it could not find in 
this world, it could find in 
heaven. It is hurting a lot! 
Om Shanti! #rip #aakan-
shadubey,” Shocked by 
her death, one user com-
mented on her post.

MM KEERAVANI CALLS RAM GOPAL 
VARMA HIS ‘FIRST OSCAR FILMMAKER GIVES HILARIOUS REPLY


