
Volume 13    |         Issue : 80 |       Published From Hyderabad and Delhi  |  HYDERABAD Tuesday - March- 21-2023     |   Pages 12      |    Price: 3.00
www.indianhorizon.org  |   RNI No: APENG/2010/35309  |   IN MEMORY OF DR ASIMA KEMAL AND PROF. DR. SALIM W KEMAL   |  Email:  indianhorizon2010@gmail.com

Delhi Lt Governor Flags 

Off G20 Cyclothon Rally
2,000 Disputes Over Rs 29 

Crore Settled By Special Lok 
Adalat In Delhi

Congress’s “Deal With 
PM” Reply After Mamata 
Banerjee Targets Rahul 

Gandhi

Cops Intensify Ops To Arrest Khalistani Leader
Internet Cut In Punjab The hunt for Khalistan leader Amritpal Singh

Delhi March 20 : The hunt for Kha-
listan leader Amritpal Singh, 30, to-
day entered the third day as the Pun-
jab intensified its search operation to 
arrest him. The state government has 
suspended mobile Internet and SMS 
services till Tuesday noon. Accord-
ing to police, Amritpal’s uncle Harjit 
Singh and driver Harpreet Singh sur-
rendered near Bullandpur gurdwara 
in Mehatpur area in Jalandhar late 
Sunday night. Police on Saturday 
had launched a major crackdown 
against Amritpal and members of 
his outfit ‘Waris Punjab De’. The elu-
sive preacher, however, gave police 
the slip and escaped their dragnet 
when his cavalcade was intercepted 
in Jalandhar district. Here are the Live 
Updates on Amritpal Singh’s Arrest: 

Who is Amritpal Singh? The 30-year-
old’s family is from Jallupur Khera in 
Punjab’s Amritsar district. His fam-
ily reportedly runs a transport busi-
ness in Dubai and Amritpal had been 
staying there since 2012. During the 
year-long farmers’ protest against the 
centre’s now-repealed farm laws, Am-
ritpal travelled to India and joined the 
agitation. Later, he returned. Amid 
the massive crackdown against Kha-
listani leader Amritpal Singh, Punjab 
Police have put out a meme to spread 
awareness against fake news that 
can potentially lead to tension and 
law and order issues. The meme de-
picts how the state police are trying 
to spread awareness against disinfor-
mation and rumours. We don’t love 
the way you lie (But we will definitely 

catch up to you) Think twice before 
sharing any type of news on social 
media!#FakeDiKhairNahipic.twitter.
com/RtGXYK9hcD — Punjab Police 

India (@PunjabPoliceInd) March 20, 
2023 “We don’t love the way you lie 
(But we will definitely catch up to 
you) Think twice before sharing any 

type of news on social media! #Fake-
DiKhairNahi,” the official handle of 
Punjab Police said in the accompany-
ing post. The hashtag “#FakeDiKhair-
Nahi” loosely translates to “we won’t 
spare fake news”. The meme message 
comes amid a wave of rumours on 
the Khalistani leader’s whereabouts, 
some of which can potentially incite 
people. Punjab Police chief Sukh-
chain Singh Gill told the media today 
that Punjab was completely peaceful 
and urged people not to believe ru-
mours and fake news. He said strict 
action will be taken against those 
found involved in spreading disinfor-
mation. Not many people had heard 
of Khalistani leader Amritpal Singh till 
a couple of months ago. And yet, he 
is now Punjab’s most wanted criminal 

and such is his following that the state 
police crackdown against him has 
sparked protests at Indian embassies 
abroad. Who is Amritpal Singh? The 
30-year-old’s family is from Jallupur 
Khera in Punjab’s Amritsar district. 
His family reportedly runs a trans-
port business in Dubai and Amritpal 
had been staying there since 2012. 
During the year-long farmers’ protest 
against the centre’s now-repealed 
farm laws, Amritpal travelled to India 
and joined the agitation. Later, he re-
turned. What is Waris Punjab De? Pun-
jabi actor-turned-activist Deep Sidhu, 
who was arrested over the farmers’ 
protest at Red Fort on January 26, 
2021, founded Waris Punjab De after 
he was granted bail. The stated objec-
tive of the outfit.

‘Deal With PM Narendra Modi’
Congress Hits Out At TMC After Mamata Banerjee Targets Rahul Gandhi

Delhi March 20 :Congress 
Member of Parliament Ad-
hir Ranjan Chowdhury on 
Monday alleged that West 
Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
have a deal to “defame the 
image of Rahul Gandhi and 
the Congress.” Speaking 
to the news agency ANI, 
Chowdhury said, “Mamata 
Banerjee is speaking on the 
directions of the PM. PM 

and `didi` have a deal to 
defame the image of Rahul 
Gandhi and Congress.” “She 
wants to save herself from 
ED-CBI raids that`s why she 
is against Congress and 
with this PM will be happy,” 
he added. Earlier on Sun-
day, while addressing party 
workers at an internal party 
meeting in Murshidabad 
district the Trinamool Con-
gress leader had accused 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 

(BJP) of attempting to shift 
attention from current is-

sues by attempting to por-
tray Congress leader Rahul 

Gandhi as a “hero” and stall-
ing Parliament proceedings 
over his comments in the 
UK. BJP is trying to make a 
hero out of Rahul Gandhi 
so that no one questions 
PM Modi,” she told party 
workers. “The BJP is trying 
to divert attention from the 
burning issues by stalling 
the parliament proceed-
ings over Rahul Gandhi’s 
recent remarks in the UK,” 
the TMC.

Manish Sisodia’s Judicial Custody Extended 
By 14 Days In Delhi Liquor Scam Case

Delhi March 20 : NEW 
DELHI:  Delhi’s Rouse Av-
enue Court on Monday ex-
tended the judicial custody 
of senior AAP leader and 
former Delhi Deputy CM 
Manish Sisodia by 14 days 
in connection with the li-
quor scam probe against 
him. Sisodia is presently on 
ED remand till March 22. 
The ED has so far arrested 
12 people in the case, in-
cluding former Delhi dep-
uty chief minister and AAP 
leader Manish Sisodia. Siso-

dia is also facing a probe by 
the CBI in the Delhi liquor 
scam case. The CBI on Sun-
day deferred his question-
ing in connection with the 
case after he sought time 
from the probe agency cit-
ing the city government’s 

ongoing budget exercise. 
The agency had earlier 
asked Sisodia to appear 
for questioning on Sunday. 
The central probe agency 
accepted Sisodia’s applica-
tion to defer the question-
ing and will give a new date 
soon, officials said. Sisodia 
on Sunday said the BJP was 
using the probe agency to 
take “revenge” on him and 
expressed apprehension 
that he would be arrest-
ed. by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like.

India, Japan resolve to expand ties

Delhi March 20 :Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
his Japanese counterpart 
Fumio Kishida on Monday 
vowed to expand the In-
dia-Japan global strategic 
partnership, holding that 
it is important for a peace-
ful, stable and prosperous 
Indo-Pacific besides ben-
efitting the two countries 
in diverse areas. The Japa-

nese prime minister arrived 
in Delhi this morning on a 
nearly 27-hour visit amid 
global geopolitical turmoil 
over the Ukraine conflict 
and increasing concerns 
over China’s aggressive be-
haviour in the Indo-Pacific. 
In his media statement, 
Modi referred to India’s 
presidency of the G20 
and Japan chairing the G7 

grouping, and said it is the 
best opportunity to work 
together on priorities of 
both sides for global good. 
Modi said he briefed Prime 
Minister Kishida extensive-
ly about priorities of the 
Indian presidency of G20. 
The prime minister said the 
India-Japan Special strate-
gic and global partnership 
is based on the democratic 
principles and respect for 
international rule of law 
and that it is important for 
the Indo-Pacific as well. 
Modi said the two sides re-
viewed progress in bilateral 
relations especially in areas 
of defence, digital technol-
ogy, trade and investment 
and health among others. 
He said both sides also dis-
cussed the importance of 
reliable.

‘Abar khela 
hobey’: 
Mamata says 
Bengal will 
show path to 
India
Delhi March 20 :“Abar 
khela hobey (we will play 
again),” Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee asserted on 
Monday as she felicitated 
Mohun Bagan for winning 
the Indian Super League 
(ISL), maintaining that 
Bengal will show the path 
to the rest of the country. 
Banerjee made the com-
ments at the Mohun Bagan 
tent on Kolkata’s famous 
‘Maidan’ as she threw au-
tographed footballs at club 
supporters, but the politi-
cal overtones in the phrase 
that drew from her party 
TMC’s slogan for the 2021 
assembly elections as-
sumed significance ahead 
of the Lok Sabha battle for 
2024. “We are proud that a 
football club from Bengal 
topped the country. What 
Bengal thinks today, India 
thinks tomorrow. Mohun 
Bagan again has shown 
that. Mohun Bagan’s vic-
tory reaffirms that Bengal 
cannot be neglected... 
Bengal shows the path and 
Bengal will win the world,” 
she said. “I believe -- khela 
hoyeche, khela hobey, abar 
khela hobey (the game was 
played and will be played 
again). I want you to win 
again,” Banerjee said as the 
crowd roared. ATK Mohun 
Bagan held their nerves in 
a tightly contested.

Third Front Attempt?
Arvind Kejriwal Planned Meet With 7 Chief Ministers

Delhi March 20 : A fresh 
effort to move towards a 
Third Front ahead of 2024 
general elections appears 
to have nosedived. This 
time, the author was Aam 
Aadmi Party chief Arvind 
Kejriwal, who wanted to 
enhance cohesion and 
form a forum of non-BJP, 
non-Congress Chief Min-
isters, with what, sources 
indicated, could be an eye 
to 2024. But the dinner 
he invited them to, never 
happened, with his invi-
tees returning a less-than-
warm response. The Delhi 
Chief Minister -- who has 
been battling the Centre 

and its representative, the 
Lieutenant Governor, since 
coming to power in 2014 -- 
wrote to seven Chief Minis-
ters, inviting them to Delhi 
on March 18. The idea was 
to find common cause and 
form a “progressive group 
of Chief Ministers” who 
were battling the Centre 
on similar issues. The letter 
-- which has been accessed 

by NDTV -- was sent on 
February 5 to Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee, 
Kerala’s Pinarayi Vijayan, 
Tamil Nadu’s MK Stalin, 
Jharkhand’s Hemant Soren 
and others. Sources, how-
ever, said Telangana Chief 
Minister K Chandrasekhar 
Rao, who was also among 
the invitees, has turned it 
down, citing poor health. 
In recent years, Mr Rao has 
been the first to push for 
a non-BJP, non-Congress 
coalition, but appeared to 
have abandoned his efforts 
in view of the lukewarm 
response from other par-
ties. He is focussing his at-

tention now on taking his 
party to other states. Mr 
Kejriwal was one of the few 
attendees when Mr Rao’s 
Telangana Rashtra Samithi 
morphed into the national 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi last 
month. Sources in Bihar 
and Bengal governments 
have also confirmed Mr 
Kejriwal’s invite. The Delhi 
Chief Minister’s office is 
yet to respond on the is-
sue. Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee -- one of 
the key interlocuters of the 
opposition in 2019 -- has 
already declared that she 
intends to go it alone in the 
2024 general elections.

Indo-Bangla Border Along Dhubri ‘Hot 
Zone Of Crime’: Assam CM In Assembly

Delhi March 20 : The Indo-
Bangladesh border along 
Assam’s Dhubri district is 
a ‘hot zone of crime’, in-
cluding cattle smuggling, 
and the BSF has to main-
tain strict vigil in the area 
to control such activities, 
Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma said in the As-
sembly on Monday. While 
local people may at times 
face ‘difficulties’ due to high 

security in the border area, 
the state government can 
address those issues only 
after due consultation with 
the BSF, he added. Replying 
to a question by AIUDF leg-
islator Nazrul Hoque, Sarma 
said, “The India-Bangladesh 
border is a sensitive area 
due to various reasons. 
Cattle smuggling, illegal 
trade of other items, etc are 
attempted frequently and 
hence, the BSF has to take a 
lot of precautionary steps.” 
Hoque said that the mar-
kets in Dhubri district lo-
cated two kilometres away 
from the international bor-
der are closed by the BSF 
personnel daily at 5 pm and 

the MLA wanted to know 
if there were any such in-
structions. Sarma, who also 
holds the Home portfolio, 
said prohibitory orders un-
der CrPC section 144 are 
in force within 500 metres 
of the Indo-Bangla border 
from 6 pm to 5 am daily. 
“The BSF has to be strict in 
the area. It is a hot zone of 
crime. I am not aware of the 
BSF’s views on the matters 
raised by you. But I will ask 
the deputy commissioner 
to hold discussions with 
all stakeholders, including 
the BSF, and see what steps 
can be taken to minimise 
the issues,” he said. In 2021, 
Sarma said, 1181 cases.

Have sought 
time for 
Rahul Gandhi 
to speak in 
Lok Sabha 
tomorrow
Delhi March 20 : Congress 
president Mallikarjun 
Kharge said time has been 
sought for Rahul Gandhi to 
speak in the Lok Sabha on 
Tuesday and he will make 
his statement if allowed. 
Kharge also slammed the 
BJP-led government over 
the Delhi Police team 
reaching Gandhi’s resi-
dence on Sunday to inquire 
about his “women are still 
being sexually assaulted” 
statement made during.

Digital Solutions Hold Capacity To Revolutionize 
Healthcare Delivery Systems: Mandaviya

Delhi March 20 : Digital so-
lutions hold the capacity to 
revolutionize the health-
care delivery systems and 
under the visionary lead-
ership of the prime minis-
ter, India aims to launch a 
global initiative on digital 
health as an institutional 
framework, said Union 
Health Minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya on Monday. 
This framework aims to 
converge the global efforts 
for digital health and scale 
up digital solutions with 
use of cutting-edge tech-
nologies, Mandaviya said as 
he virtually addressed the 
‘Global Conference on Digi-
tal Health - Taking Univer-
sal Health Coverage to the 

Last Citizen’, a co-branded 
event under India’s G20 
Presidency organised by 
WHO - South-East Asia Re-
gion in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Health. “It 
is time to move from ‘silos 
to systems’ with collabo-
ration of all countries for 

enhanced coverage and 
quality of healthcare ser-
vices,” he said. Highlighting 
the importance of digital 
health, Mandaviya said dig-
ital health is a great enabler 
in delivery of healthcare 
services and has the poten-
tial to support overall. 
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Adani Group’s dark history hidden under 
diamonds and inflated bills

The Adani Group’s rise 
to become one of the top 
business empires in the 
world might have seen 
an unprecedented surge 
in the last nine years. But 
fraud, right from siphon-
ing funds offshore and 
market manipulation of 
share prices of the group 
in India, are nothing new 
to the group. In fact, the 
Adani Group’s shady af-
fairs were revealed as 
early as in 1999, when 
the Directorate of Reve-
nue Intelligence arrested 
Rajesh Adani, a younger 
brother of Gautam Adani 
and currently the manag-

ing director of the Adani 
Group, on charges of 
evading customs duties. 
He was arrested several 
times again, on charges 
of customs fraud too, 
most recently in 2013. 
The DRI also investigat-
ed the 2004-06 diamond 
scam, in which Rajesh 
Adani and Gautam Ada-
ni’s brother-in-law Samir 
Vora were accused of cir-
cular trading of diamonds 
and over-invoicing so as 
to siphon funds to tax 
havens like Dubai and 
Singapore, and also of 
fraudulently claiming ex-
port subsidies. In 2013, 

the Commissioner of 
Customs imposed fines 
on Rajesh Adani, Samir 
Vora, Adani Enterprises 
and five diamond trad-
ing companies linked to 
the Adani Group. How-
ever, in 2015, soon after 
the Modi government 
came to power, the Cus-
toms Excise and Service 
Tax Appellate Tribunal 
(CESTAT) dismissed the 
findings of investiga-
tions that spanned sev-
eral years. Much before 
that, in 2007, the Adani 
Group was banned by the 
Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) 

from participation in the 
securities market for two 
years. The SEBI passed 
the order after it found 
the involvement of pro-
moters of Adani — along 
with controversial stock 
broker Ketan Parekh and 
his associates — in the 
price rigging of Adani 
stocks between October 
1999 and March 2001. 
DRI investigation still 
pending before SC In 
2013-14, intelligence 
was gathered by the DRI 
that certain power sector 
companies were involved 
in over-invoicing of coal 
and power.

BRS intensifies outreach programmes with 
party activists and people

Hyderabad: With eye on 
the Assembly elections, 
the ruling Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi (BRS) inten-
sified its outreach pro-
grammes with the party 
activists and people. 
While the Atmeeya Sam-
melans (get-togethers) 
are turning out to be plat-
forms to bridge any gaps 
between the party cadre, 
the outreach programmes 
with people are creating 
awareness among them 
on various government 
programmes. BRS Presi-
dent and Chief Minister 
K Chandrashekhar Rao 
had recently directed all 
the elected representa-

tives especially the leg-
islators to remain ac-
cessible to the people as 
well as the party activists 
at the grassroot level. 
This was to ensure that 
the MLAs do not loose 
connect with either with 
people or the party activ-
ists. “It was observed that 
some MLAs were not ac-
cessible to people as well 
as the party cadre in their 
respective constituencies. 
The Chief Minister had 
cautioned them such neg-
ligence will not be toler-
ated. To ensure that such 
MLAs reconnect and oth-
ers strengthen their rela-
tions, he suggested that 

the get-togethers and out-
reach programmes should 
be conducted across the 
State,” a party general 
secretary told Telanga-
na Today. Accordingly, 
the party leadership has 
planned a variety of pro-
grammes until June this 
year. Several legislators 
have already commenced 

organising the Atmeeya 
Sammellans to strength-
en their relations with 
the party cadre which are 
proving to be succesfull. 
Since the party State gen-
eral body meeting a week 
ago, majority of MLAs 
have organised at least 
two-three meetings.

TSPSC question paper leak issue: Gangula 
slams Oppn for trying to gain political mileage

‘Telangana govt taking up many 
initiatives for minorities’

Hyderabad: The Telan-
gana government has al-
located a budget of Rs 
2,200 crore for the minor-
ities’ welfare department 
for 2022–2023. Former 
IPS officer and Advisor 
to Government for Mi-
norities Affairs, AK Khan 
details the initiatives and 
welfare schemes of the 
BRS government for the 
minorities in a chat with 
Asif Yar Khan. Priorities 
of the State government 
for welfare of minorities 
The government took up 
many initiatives to ensure 
progressive development 
of minority communi-
ties in the State. Prior to 
2014, minorities’ welfare 
meant grants to dargas, 
masjids and graveyard 
compound wall repairs. 
Now, it’s about educa-
tion and empowerment 
of the underprivileged. 
Since the formation of 
the State in June 2014 till 

January 2023, an amount 
of Rs 8,581 crore has 
been spent by the gov-
ernment for the welfare 
of Minorities On stu-
dents and youth centric 
initiatives A substantial 
chunk of the sanctioned 
budget is for student 
and youth welfare pro-
grammes. There are 204 
TMREIS institutions of-
fering quality education 
to more than 7,000 stu-
dents. Every year, around 
500 students seeking 
admission in foreign 
universities are getting 
grants through overseas 
scholarship schemes. On 
welfare schemes for girls 
and women The Shaadi 
Mubarak scheme has ush-
ered in a social change as 
families are now marry-
ing girls only after they 
attain 18 years of age. 
Again due to the financial 
assistance extended for 
marriages the ‘contract 

or Arab marriage’ cases 
have come down. On the 
Anees ul Gurba orphan-
age at Nampally The 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao is keen 
on the project located at 
Nampally. The six storied 
building will be inaugu-
rated soon and 600 chil-
dren will be accommo-
dated here. A school will 
be set up here. On Urdu 
language promotional 
activities Urdu language 
is recognized as the sec-
ond official language in 
the Telangana. The posts 
of Urdu officers were 
sanctioned and filled. 
Moreover around 2,000 
schools with Urdu as me-
dium of instruction are 
functioning in Telangana 
and between 1.5 lakh to 
2 lakh children study in 
these schools. Telangana 
and between 1.5 lakh to 
2 lakh children study in 
these schools.

Centre allocates Rs 6,612 crore for roads 
and bridges construction in Telangana

Hyderabad: The Union 
Ministry of Road Trans-
port and Highways has al-
located Rs 6,612.44 crore 
in the 2023-24 budget for 
the construction of roads 
and bridges in Telangana. 
According to State R&B 
officials out of the pro-
posed Rs 6,612.44 crore 
sanctioned, Rs 535.09 
crore has been allocat-
ed to widen the 25-km 
stretch of NH-65 from 
LB Nagar to Malkapur 
into six lanes. About Rs 
500 crore has been pro-
posed for the construc-
tion of the iconic hybrid 
cable suspension bridge 
across Krishna River on 
NH-167-K. For widening 
the 4192 km road from 

Gourell to Waliponda on 
NH-930P into 2 lanes Rs 
20 crore has been allot-
ted. Similarly, Rs 355.45 
crore has been allocated 
for widening 70 km road 

of NH-765 between Me-
dak-Siddipet, Rs 322.96 
crore for widening of 
Kalwakurthy-Kolhapur 
section of NH-167K, Rs 
278. 28 crore for widen-

ing of NH-161 between 
Bodhan-Basara-Bhainsa 
NH-167 between Ma-
habubnagar Chincholi 
and Rs 254 crore for 
widening 167-N to four 

Hyderabad: Adhering 
to Chief Minister and 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) Party President K 
Chandrashekhar Rao’s 
instructions, district units 
of the BRS are conduct-
ing Atmeeya Sammelans 
to improve the rapport 
between grass-root level 
workers and State-level 
leaders. The objective 
behind these meetings 
is to create awareness 
among the 60 lakh party 
workers on the welfare 
programmes being im-
plemented by the State 
government. In a way, 
these meetings also aid 
infusing new energy 
in the party cadre. Af-
ter Peddapally district, 
which conducted a meet-
ing on Friday, the BRS 
Rangareddy unit con-
ducted a similar meeting 
at Bobbiligama village at 
Shabad mandal on Sat-
urday. The party leaders 

were guiding the workers 
to counter false claims 
by the opposition parties 
claims and ensure BRS 
chief K Chandrashekhar 
Rao becomes the Chief 
Minister for the third time 
in the State. Right from 
BRS District Coordina-
tors to MLAs, ZPTC and 
grass-root level work-
ers, party activists turned 
up in large numbers for 
the meeting. After hoist-
ing the party flag at the 
venue, BRS Rangareddy 
incharge MLC L Ramana 
said the meeting was be-
ing organized to learn 
about different issues 
and creating awareness 
about the welfare and de-
velopment programmes. 
In each constituency, 10 
such meetings would be 
conducted in the next 
four months, he said. The 
BRS MLC said the State 
government was working 
on to complete the Pal-

amuru Rangareddy Lift 
Irrigation project at the 
earliest to ensure provi-
sion of sufficient drink-
ing water to households, 
besides irrigation water 
to farming community. 
“The Chief Minister is 
striving hard to get a 
Kisan Sarkar at the Cen-
tre but the BJP is creating 
hurdles. All the conspira-
cies of the BJP should 
be curbed and ensure 
that the BRS Chief be-
comes the Chief Minister 
for the third time,” said 
L Ramana. BRS MLA 
Yadaiah, Zilla Parishad 
Chairperson Teegala 
Anitha Reddy and ZPTC 
Patnam Avinash Reddy 
also spoke on the occa-
sion. At a similar meet-
ing in Peddapally district 
on Friday, Scheduled 
Castes Development, 
Minority Welfare Minis-
ter Koppula Eshwar said 
opposition was unable to 

stomach the welfare and 
development of all sec-
tions in the State. Telan-
gana’s welfare measures 
were reaching to the 
doorsteps of the house-
holds in the State. Im-
pressed with Telangana’s 
programmes, there was 
growing demand to repli-
cate the welfare and de-
velopment programmes 
in other States as well, 

he said. In tune with the 
district units, the BRS 
Greater Hyderabad unit 
was also gearing up for 
conducting the rapport-
building meetings in the 
city. Beginning with the 
Greater Hyderabad BRS 
General body meeting on 
March 21, rapport build-
ing meetings will be con-
ducted till April 20, said 
BRS leader Dasoju.

Kavitha appears before ED for 
questioning in money laundering case 

New Delhi: BRS leader 
K Kavitha on Monday 
appeared before the En-
forcement Directorate 
(ED) here for the second 
round of questioning in 

the Delhi excise policy 
linked money launder-
ing case, officials said. 
The 44-year-old MLC 
daughter of Telangana 
Chief Minister K Chan-

drashekar Rao was first 
questioned in the case 
on March 11 follow-
ing which she was sum-
moned again on March 
16. Kavitha, however, 
skipped the deposition 
citing her pending plea 
for relief against the ED 
action in the case. The 
federal probe agency 
rejected her claims and 
asked her to depose on 
March 20. During the 
nine hours she spent at 
the ED office on March 
11, Kavitha is understood 
to have been confronted 
with the statements made 
by Hyderabad-based 
businessman Arun Ram-
achandran Pillai, an ar-
rested accused in the case 

who allegedly shares 
close ties with her, apart 
from those of few oth-
ers involved in the case. 
The BRS MLC’s state-
ment was recorded under 
the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA). 
Kavitha has asserted that 
she had done nothing 
wrong and alleged that 
the BJP-led Centre was 
“using” the ED as the saf-
fron party could not gain 
a “backdoor entry” in 
Telangana. Pillai, the ED 
had said, “represented 
the South Group”, an al-
leged liquor cartel linked 
to Kavitha and others that 
paid kickbacks amount-
ing to about Rs 100 crore 
to the Aam Aadmi Party 

LPG is under GST, but cylinder price shot up from Rs 400
To Rs 1200 in last eight years Minister KTR argued that despite LPG being brought under GST,

Hyderabad: Coming down 
heavily on the BJP-led 
Union Government over 
rising fuel and LPG prices, 
Industries Minister KT 
Rama Rao pointed out that 
despite LPG being brought 
under GST, prices had sky-
rocketed from Rs.400 to 
Rs.1200 in the last eight 
years. The BJP has been 
strongly advocating the 
need to bring petrol, die-
sel and other petroleum 
products under the single 
national GST regime stat-
ing that the move would 
aid in reducing taxes on 
these products. The BJP 

leaders also stressed that 
it would increase revenue 
for both union and State 
governments. However, 
the Industries Minister 
argued that despite LPG 
being brought under GST, 
prices continued to hit 
through the roof. Taking 
a dig on the BJP govern-
ment, he also wondered 
that how could a govern-
ment, which failed to con-
trol LPG prices, expect to 
cut down fuel prices. Rama 
Rao wondered in a tweet 
about those who believed 
that petroleum product 
prices could come down 

if they were included in 
GST regime. “LPG is already 
under GST. But the price 
increased from Rs.400 to 
Rs.1200 in 8 years. How 
can a Non performing Al-
liance (NPA) that cannot 
reel in LPG Cylinder prices 
be entrusted with Petro-
leum products?” (sic), he 
questioned. Demands an 
explanation from PM Modi 
over rising fuel prices The 
Industries Minister asked 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to explain the ‘pecu-
liarity’ over the rising petrol 
prices even as the crude oil 
price was declining in the 

international market. He 
said while in May 2014, the 
crude oil price was $107 
per barrel, petrol price 
stood at Rs 71 per litre. 
However, by March 2023, 
the crude oil price was at 
$65 per barrel, while the 
petrol price shot to Rs 110 
per litre. “If fuel prices had 
to be hiked when price of 
crude oil went up, should 
they also not be brought 
down when prices drop?” 
he asked while wondering 
who was benefitting from 
the hike. KT Rama rao’s 
tweet on the issue evoked 
some responses from BJP 

suppoters, who demanded 
that the Telangana govern-
ment should reduce VAT 
on fuel prices. Countering 
these arguments, a social 
media influencer P Vish-
nuvardhan Reddy argued 
that the Modi government 
imposed highest cesses 
on petrol and diesel. The 
Centre had enhanced the 
fuel tax by 294% on petrol 
and 612% on diesel. From 
2014 to 2022, the union 
Govenrment had collected 
Rs.26,51,919 crore, he said. 
He also pointed out that 
the current crude oil price 
was much less than what 

it was in 2014. Oil bonds 
paid by NDA government 
constituted just three per 
cent of taxes collected. The 
Telangana government 
had not increased the VAT. 
Prior to 2014, the centre 
and states shared taxes 
equally, but now it was 
68:32 ratio. If the Centre 
scrapped the Cess, Petrol 
prices would come down 
to Rs 70 per litre, he argued 
in a tweet. the centre and 
states shared taxes equally, 
but now it was 68:32 ratio. 
If the Centre scrapped the 
Cess, Petrol prices would 
come down to Rs 70.
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Mercury drops by 6.5 degrees in AP

Visakhapatnam: Many 
parts of north coastal 
and south coastal AP and 
Rayalaseema witnessed 
widespread light-to-mod-
erate rainfall followed by 
thunderstorm, lightning 
and gusty winds on Sun-
day. Massive damage to 
crops has been reported. 
A report from Ananta-
pur said hail storms with 
gusty winds damaged 
outstanding orchards and 
crops in the region for the 
past two days. A progres-
sive farmer, Chidambar, 
who established a farm in 
more than hundred acres 
incurred a loss of around 
a crore after the orchards 
and crops were badly 
damaged. Most parts of 
the coastal AP region re-

ceived heavy rain on Sat-
urday due to a trough em-
bedded with the cyclonic 
circulation over neigh-
bouring states of AP. 
Thunderstorms accom-
panied by lightning and 
gusty winds with speed 
of 30-40 kmph are likely 
at isolated places over 
all the districts of north 
coastal Andhra Pradesh, 
Yanam and south coast-
al Andhra Pradesh and 
Rayalaseema region on 
Monday, the weather of-
fice said. As a result of 
the rain, the maximum 
temperature dropped in 
many districts. Narasa-
pur recorded a maximum 
temperature of 25.5 de-
gree C, about 7.5 less 
than the normal. Gan-

navaram recorded 29.7 
degrees, a drop of 6.5 
degrees, Cuddapah regis-
tered 33.10, a drop of 6.1 
degrees and Kakinada 
28.5 degrees, recording a 
drop of 6.1 degrees. The 
rainfall recorded during 
the last 24 hours end-
ing at 8.30 am on Sun-
day: Amalapuram of BR 
Ambedkar Konaseema 
district and Garugubilli 
of Parvathipuram district 
received a cumulative 
rainfall of 8cm each. Ra-
pur of Nellore district re-
ceived 7cm, followed by 
6cm in Velairpad of El-
uru district, 6cm rainfall 
in Veeraghattam of Man-
yam district, 6cm in Man-
galagiri in Guntur district 
and 5cm in Seethanaga-
ram in Manyam district. 
The report from Ananta-
pur said farmer Chambar, 
who was also running a 
chit fund company had 
invested heavily in the 
farms at Kesinepalli in 
Narpala mandal towards 
introducing modern tech-
niques. He also set up 
sheds for several crops. 
The untimely heavy 

rainfall with hail storms 
caused massive damage 
to all crops in the re-
gion. Chidambar said he 
incurred a loss of more 
than a crore. About 15 
acres of muskmelon, five 
acres of ridge guard, 10 
acres of kakara and 10 
acres of mango as also 
shade houses were dam-
aged as the hail storms hit 
the entire field, he said. 
Many other farmers too 
suffered huge losses due 
to hail storms and gusty 
winds in the region. Ba-
nana, Mango and papaya 
orchards at the close-to-
harvest stage were badly 
damaged. Farmers staged 
a protest at Tadipathri 
main road in Narpala 
mandal seeking compen-
sation from the govern-
ment for the huge losses. 
Farmers protested along 
with banana, mango and 
other produce that fell 
due to heavy rain. Traffic 
was disrupted for a few 
minutes. Anantapur MP 
T.Rangaiah called the 
protesters over the phone 
and promised govern-
mental support to them.

Bengaluru: Congress MP 
Rahul Gandhi will today, 
for the first time since a 
successful ‘Bharat Jodo 
Yatra’ in Karnataka, en-
ter the state to kickstart 
the grand old party’s 
election campaign. The 
Wayanad MP will ad-
dress a mega rally in the 
Belagavi district amid an 
increasingly heated poll 
battle for the summer 
assembly elections. Mr 
Gandhi will take part in 
the ‘Yuva Kranti Rally’, 
to announce the Con-
gress’ fourth poll prom-
ise. The party’s unit in 
Karnataka, when it began 
its election campaign in 
January, promised ‘five 
guarantees’ if voted to 
power. Three have been 
announced so far -- 200 
units of free power to 
all households, ₹ 2,000 
monthly assistance to 
the woman head of every 
family, and 10 kg of free 
rice to every member of 
a Below Poverty Line 
(BPL) household. During 
his visit, the former Con-
gress president will an-

nounce the fourth guar-
antee, which is aimed 
at catering to the youth. 
He will hold a meeting 
with Congress workers 
to discuss the poll strat-
egies in Belagavi. After 
making his first political 
speech ahead of the state 
elections, he will leave 
for Tumakuru. 70 km 
northwest of Bengaluru, 
where he will attend a 
rally. Belagavi, with 18 
Assembly seats, has the 

second-largest number 
of seats, after Bengaluru, 
and the party hopes to 
strengthen its prospects 
in the northern region of 
the state. The BJP holds 
13 of the 18 seats in Be-
lagavi. Post a comment 
Karnataka goes to the 
polls in May this year 
to elect representatives 
from 224 assembly seats. 
he will leave for Tumak-
uru. 70 km northwest of 
Bengaluru, where he will 

attend a rally. Belagavi, 
with 18 Assembly seats, 
has the second-largest 
number of seats, after 
Bengaluru, and the party 
hopes to strengthen its 
prospects in the northern 
region of the state. The 
BJP holds 13 of the 18 
seats in Belagavi. Post a 
comment Karnataka goes 
to the polls in May this 
year to elect representa-
tives from 224 assembly 
seats.

‘Millet Man’ PV Satheesh
Hyderabad: The man 
who deserves the hon-
our of being called the 
Millet Man of India for 
pioneering work in dem-
onstrating an alternate, 
ecologically sustainable 
agricultural food system, 
died in Hyderabad on 
Sunday morning after a 
prolonged illness. PV 
Satheesh was founder 
and Executive Director of 
Deccan Development So-
ciety (DDS) that worked 
out of Pastapur village 
in Sangareddy district 
of Telangana, where last 
rites of the 77-year-old 
will take place on Mon-
day at 10.30 am. As DDS 
Board member Vinod 

Pavarala put it, Mr Sath-
eesh was one of the icons 
of civil society activism 
in India. His Zaheerabad-
based organisation in 
rural Telangana success-
fully championed issues 
of agri-biodiversity, food 
sovereignty, women’s 
empowerment, social 
justice, local knowledge 
systems, participatory 
development, and com-
munity media. The wom-
en’s groups, called sang-
hams, of DDS, and their 
steadfast adherence to 
millet cultivation and or-
ganic agriculture, led the 
way nationally in offer-
ing demonstrable alter-
natives to the dominant 

agricultural paradigm. 
cosvjkao The recent ef-
forts to incorporate mil-
lets into the public dis-
tribution system owes 
much to the work of DDS 
under his guidance. Years 
ago, Mr Sathesh had set 
up a local public distribu-
tion system, run by wom-
en farmers, solely based 
on millet crops. Born on 
June 18, 1945, in My-
sore, Periyapatna Ven-
katasubbaiah Satheesh 
was a graduate from the 
Indian Institute of Mass 
Communication, New 
Delhi, and started out 
as a journalist. He went 
on to work as a pioneer-
ing television producer 

for nearly two decades 
for Doordarshan, mak-
ing programmes related 
to rural development and 
rural literacy in the then-
united Andhra Pradesh. 
He played an important 
role in the historical Sat-
ellite Instructional Televi-
sion Experiment (SITE) 
in the 1970s. In the ear-

ly 1980s, Mr Satheesh, 
along with a few friends, 
started the Deccan De-
velopment Society in the 
semi-arid Zaheerabad re-
gion by bringing together 
poor Dalit women in the 
villages, to rediscover 
their faith in traditional 
knowledge systems that 
helped challenge.

Rahul Gandhi On 3 Day Visit To Karna-
taka To Kickstart Election Campaign

Bengaluru: Former Con-
gress president Rahul 
Gandhi on Sunday em-
barked on a three-day 
visit to Karnataka at-
tending a series of pro-
grammes starting from 
Sunday, the Congress 
party said. In view of the 
Assembly elections due 
by May, the Congress 
leader will participate in 
two programmes in Bel-
agavi in North Karnataka 
and Kunigal in Tumakuru 
district. As per his itiner-
ary, the leader will arrive 
at the Hubballi airport 
and go to Belagavi by 
road. The Wayanad MP 
will hold a meeting with 
the Congress leaders and 
workers regarding the 
preparations made for 
the ‘Yuvakranti Samave-
sha’ in Belagavi, which 

is scheduled on Monday 
afternoon. He will later 
fly to Bengaluru the same 
evening and will have 
night halt in Bengaluru. 
Mr Gandhi will then trav-
el to Kunigal on Tuesday 
where he will attend 
‘Praja Dhwani’ event. 
Vice President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Warns Of “In-
cubators Of Anti-Indian 
Forces” Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar Warns 
Of “Incubators Of Anti-
Indian Forces” “Nobody 
Can Target PM If...”: Ma-
mata Banerjee Skewers 
Rahul Gandhi “Nobody 
Can Target PM If...”: Ma-
mata Banerjee Skewers 
Rahul Gandhi “Insult”: 
Minister On Congress’ 
Rahul Gandhi Pic With 
“Savarkar” Caption “In-
sult”: Minister On Con-

gress’ Rahul Gandhi Pic 
With “Savarkar” Caption 
After attending the event, 
he will return to Ben-
galuru. Congress leaders 
have claimed that they 
will win about 140 to 150 
seats in the Assembly 
elections this time. Post 
a comment (Except for 
the headline, this story 
“Savarkar” Caption Af-
ter attending the event, 
he will return to Ben-
galuru. Congress leaders 
have claimed that they 
will win about 140 to 150 
seats in the Assembly 
elections this time. Post 
a comment (Except for 
the headline, this story 
“Savarkar” Caption After 
attending the event, he 
will return to Bengaluru. 
Congress leaders have 
claimed.

 Rain-hit farmers seek assistance from 
state government

Kakinada: Farmers are 
in dire straits as their 
harvested crop has been 
badly damaged due to 
the recent rain. Rain and 
gales in erstwhile East 
and West Godavari dis-
tricts affected normal life 
on Sunday too. Stand-
ing crops like tobac-
co, maize, lime, chilli, 
mango, Papaya, banana, 
drumsticks and the har-
vested crop in some of 
the villages have been 
damaged.  Maize crop 
is currently being har-
vested. Rain came while 
farmers were trying to 
sell their crop in the mar-

ket. Un-harvested maize 
crops fell down in many 
farms. Tree branches 
heavy with lemon have 
fallen down. The price 
of lemon fell drastically 
in the market. Chilli crop 
in the fields has been to-
tally spoiled by the rain. 
Farmers have requested 
the government to pur-
chase their crop with 
MSP as traders are not 
coming forward to buy 
maize and tobacco yields 
at present.  The crops at 
T Narasapuram mandal, 
Koyyalgudem, Jeelu-
gumili, Denduluru, Ve-
lerupadu, Bhimavaram, 

Tadepalligudem, Tanuku, 
Unguturu, Gopalapuram, 
R a m p a c h o d a v a r a m , 
Chinturu etc have been 
damaged. The Rampa-
chodavaram CPM divi-
sional Secretary B Kiran 
said four mandals in the 
agency area have in-
curred losses. Due to the 
floods last year, the farm-
ers had started the agri-
culture works late at VR 
Puram, Kunavaram and 
Yatapaka mandals. The 
chilli farmers have been 
badly hit due to pests 
and the unseasonal rain, 
he pointed out. Farmers 
urged the government.

uprooted, spell trouble
HYDERABAD: With 
the city experiencing un-
seasonal rains and thun-
derstorms, unprotected 
live electric wires hang-
ing from power poles in 
streets and roads, particu-
larly in some parts of the 
city, pose a major hazard 
to residents. Even after 
a morning walker and 
an employee of English 
and Foreign Languages 
University (EFLU) was 
electrocuted while on 

a morning walk at the 
GHMC park in Padmara-
onagar after coming into 
contact with a high-ten-
sion wire that had fallen 
on the walking track, the 
officials concerned ap-
pear to be apathetic and 
indifferent to the issue. 
Low-hanging wires were 
everywhere, especially 
on the Raj Bhavan Road 
and in the Moosaram-
bagh area. “A morning 
walker had lost his life 

due to electrocution due 
to negligence of officials. 
We are worried about 
venturing out, especially 
when it rains. Our apart-
ment secretary had spo-
ken to the officials who 
responded positively,” 
said Shreya Palukuri, a 
resident. Officials from 
the Greater Hyderabad 
Municipal Corporation 
(GHMC) could not be 
reached, but those from 
the Hyderabad Metro-

politan Water Supply 
and Sewerage Board 
(HMWS&SB) and the 
Telangana State Southern 
Power Distribution Com-
pany Limited (TSSP-
DCL) claimed to have 
already received com-
plaints and were working 
to find prompt, long-last-
ing solutions to the issue. 
“The problem has already 
been identified in several 
locations throughout the 
city, and we will address 

them in a phased man-
ner,” stated a TSSPDCL 
official. Further, three 
days of unseasonal rain 
devastated roads, sew-
ers, and infrastructure in 
various parts of the city. 
The damage has worried 
commuters and residents, 
with many making des-
perate attempts to contact 
authorities in order for 
them to be repaired as 
soon as possible. Monika 
Bajaj, a resident.

Heavy rains throw traffic out of gear in Hyderabad
HYDERABAD: Telan-
gana received heavy 
showers across several 
districts for the third 
consecutive day on Sat-
urday. Many parts of the 
state witnessed heavy 
storms and rainfall along 
with hail storms in a few 
places including Hyder-
abad’s KPHB, Pragathi 
Nagar, Gajularamaram, 
Nizampet, JNTU, Nalla-
gandla, Manikonda, and 
Chandanagar. Kamared-
dy, Sircilla, Karimnagar, 

Peddapalli, Rangareddy, 
and parts of Vikarabad, 
Bhadradri - Kothagu-
dem and Khammam too 
witnessed hail storms. 
The city’s temperatures 
dipped to 18°C in some 
areas like Rajendranagar 
at around 5 pm, when 
rains intensified. Mean-
while, the rains con-
tinued to cause terrible 
traffic jams in the city, 
sewage water flowing 
onto the roads, and a 
minor scuffle in a traffic 

jam in Hitec City. In an-
other incident, two mo-
torcycles were damaged 
when a tree fell onto the 
road from Lakdikapul 
towards the Telugu Talli 
Flyover. Motorists es-
caped unhurt. The Indian 
Meteorological Depart-
ment said that clouds are 
moving from westwards 
to eastwards towards 
Hyderabad and that the 
city will receive light to 
moderate rain and thun-
dershowers lightning for 

a few hours. An IMD-
H scientist said that the 
rains are likely to con-
tinue through the night 
until Sunday morning. 
For Sunday, the Met de-
partment sounded a yel-
low alert for a thunder-
storm accompanied by 
lightning that will likely 
occur at isolated places 
in all the districts of 
Telangana. The showers 
are expected to subside 
by the second half of the 
day, with no rains.

Villagers blamed for waterlogging at 
Bengaluru-Mysuru expressway

BENGALURU: The of-
ficials of National High-
ways Authority of India 
(NHAI) have blamed the 
villagers of Madapura 
and adjoining areas of 
the newly opened Benga-
luru-Mysuru Expressway 
for blocking the drainage 
which led to waterlog-
ging of the expressway. 
Parts of the expressway 
near Sanghabasavana-

doddi village in Raman-
agar district was flooded 
in the summer rains on 
Friday night and Satur-
day morning. Villagers of 
Madapura and surround-
ing areas are trying to 
make a shortcut to access 
their agriculture fields 
for which they blocked 
the drain with soil for 
a width of 3 meters, al-
leged NHAI. The block-

age, which resulted in the 
flooding of the express-
way, has been removed 
for smooth flow of traf-
fic along the expressway, 
said the NHAI officials. 
The NHAI also attrib-
uted the waterlogging 
to excess rainfall during 
summer. “There was ex-
cess rainfall of 3.9 mm as 
against 0.1 mm of normal 
rainfall in the region,” 

said NHAI officials. The 
motorists expressed dis-
pleasure over the inunda-
tion of the Expressway 
who had to wade through 
the waterlogged road. 
Mysuru-Kodagu Lok 
Sabha member Pratap 
Simha said that pipelines 
have been installed to 
prevent further waterlog-
ging of the expressway.

Rahul Gandhi To Kick-Start Congress’ 
Karnataka Poll Campaign From Belagavi

Heavy rains leave electric wires

‘Millet Man’ PV Satheesh
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2,000 Disputes Over Rs 29 Crore Settled By 
Special Lok Adalat In Delhi

New Delhi: Delhi State 
Legal Services Author-
ity on Sunday said that 
it has constituted 41 Lok 
Adalat Benches in vari-
ous districts complexes 
in the city in which 2,008 
cases were settled and the 
settlement amount was ₹ 
29.28 Crore. “Overall, in 
this Special Lok Adalat, 
41 Lok Adalat Bench-
es were constituted in 
which 2,008 cases were 
settled and the settlement 
amount was ₹ 29.28 
Crore,” DSLSA said in 
a statement. DSLSA said 
that in the six District 
Court Complexes, 28 
Lok Adalat Benches were 
constituted to deal with 
cases where 695 cases 
have been disposed of for 
a total settlement amount 
of ₹ 22.25 Crore approx. 
Out of the aforesaid data, 
262 cases of MACT were 
settled and the settlement 
amount was ₹ 19.30 
Crore approx. It is fur-
ther informed that espe-

cially in one MACT case 
titled “Smt. Pragati Tyagi 
and Ors Vs Ramesh Ku-
mar Dubey and Ors” the 
maximum compensation 
amount agreed to be paid 
by the Insurance Com-
pany is ₹ 62 lakh and 
the oldest matter of the 
year 2015 titled “Ginni 
Devi Vs. Satender” was 
settled. DSLSA also said 
that Lok Adalat benches 
were also constituted at 
State and District Con-
sumer Redressal Com-
missions where 119 
cases were settled and 

the settlement amount 
was ₹ 2.26 crores. Lok 
Adalat benches were also 
constituted at Perma-
nent Lok Adalat benches 
where 1,194 cases were 
settled and the settle-
ment amount was ₹ 4.76 
crores. Lok Adalat is an 
effective means for the 
amicable resolution of 
disputes in an inexpen-
sive and faster manner. 
DSLSA has been con-
tinuously organizing Lok 
Adalats benefiting sev-
eral litigants and result-
ing in the resolution of 

a large number of cases 
throughout Delhi. As 
per the mandate of the 
National Legal Services 
Authority, DSLSA under 
the guidance of Justice 
Satish Chandra Sharma, 
Chief Justice, Delhi High 
Court/Patron-in-Chief, 
DSLSA and Justice Sid-
dharth Mridul, Judge, 
High Court of Delhi and 
Executive Chairperson, 
DSLSA organized Spe-
cial Lok Adalat in all Del-
hi District Court Com-
plexes, State and District 
Consumer Redressal 
Commissions, Perma-
nent Lok Adalats (PLAs) 
on 19th March 2023. 
Consumer Affairs Min-
istry To Refer Pending 
Cases To National Lok 
Adalat Consumer Affairs 
Ministry To Refer Pend-
ing Cases To National 
Lok Adalat Lok Adalats 
Eased Courts’ Pressure, 
Decided 8.2 Crore Cases: 
Judge Lok Adalats Eased 
Courts’ Pressure, De-

cided 8.2 Crore Cases: 
Judge One-Day National 
Lok Adalat Held; 715 
Cases Settled One-Day 
National Lok Adalat 
Held; 715 Cases Settled 
This Special Lok Adalat 
was organized for the 
disposal of specific sub-
ject matters that is Motor 
Accident Claims Tribu-
nal (MACT) Cases, Bank 
Recovery matters, Matri-
monial Disputes (except 
divorce), Land Acquisi-
tion cases and IPR mat-
ters, Electricity matters 
pending before PLAs and 
Consumer cases pending 
before Consumer Forums 
were taken up. In to-
day’s Special Lok Adalat, 
Mukesh Kumar Gupta, 
Ld. Member Secretary, 
DSLSA personally vis-
ited the Rohini Courts 
complex to oversee the 
overall arrangements for 
litigants and also visited 
the Lok Adalat Benches 
to observe the working 
of Lok Adalats. He also 

Parts Of Delhi See Hailstorms, Minimum 
Temperature Drops To 15.4 Degrees

New Delhi: India Me-
teorological Department 
(IMD) on Sunday said 
hailstorms have been re-
ported at isolated places 
over Delhi’s Ayanagar 
and Palam with the 
minimum temperature 
in the national capital 
being settled at 15.4 de-
grees Celsius. Dr Kul-
deep Srivastava, Head, 
of the Regional Weather 
Forecasting Center, New 
Delhi said, “Hailstorm 
was reported at Delhi’s 
Ayanagar and Palam 
which was small in size. 
With the western distur-
bance that is affecting, 
such activity will con-
tinue tomorrow as well 
and there are chances of 
thunderstorms and light 
rain in Delhi NCR. Hail-
storms may also occur in 
a few places in Delhi.” 
The activity of light to 
moderate rainfall, light-
ning, and thunderstorms 
are affecting the whole of 
Northwest India. Snow-
fall has also occurred in 
the Himalayan region. 
Rainfall activity will 

continue tomorrow as 
well, but the day after it 
will come down,” he fur-
ther added. According to 
IMD, “Thunderstorms 
with light to moderate 
intensity rain are also ex-
pected in parts of Hary-
ana and Rajasthan. IMD 
predicted light-intensity 
rain/drizzle in adjoining 
isolated places in South 
Delhi and NCR, and hail 
storms were predicted 
in the adjoining areas of 
Behror in Rajasthan.” 
Delhi Sees Heavy Rain, 
Hailstorm, Waterlogging 
In Several Parts Delhi 
Sees Heavy Rain, Hail-
storm, Waterlogging In 

Several Parts Delhi Gets 
Light Spell Of Rain, 
Thunderstorm Predicted 
Delhi Gets Light Spell Of 
Rain, Thunderstorm Pre-
dicted At 34.1 Degrees, 
Delhi Records Hottest 
Day Of The Season To-
day At 34.1 Degrees, 
Delhi Records Hottest 
Day Of The Season To-
day “Thunderstorms 
with light to moderate in-
tensity rain would occur 
over and adjoining areas 
of Farukhnagar, Kosali, 
Mahendargarh, Rewari, 
Narnaul, Bawal (Hary-
ana) Khairthal, Kotputli, 
Alwar, Rajgarh (Rajast-
han),” IMD added.

2 Phone Snatchers Arrested, Delhi Cops Say 
They Used SIMs For Online Theft

New Delhi: Two persons 
have been arrested by 
a team of Special Staff, 
North District for alleg-
edly snatching mobile 
phones and using the 
SIM card inside to trans-
fer money from the wal-
lets and bank accounts 
of the victim, said Delhi 
police on Saturday. The 
accused have been identi-
fied as Shoib alias Shibu 
and Arman alias Monu. 
According to the police, 
the accused used to tar-
get mostly the inter-state 
travellers near Majnu ka 
Tila, ISBT of Kashmere 
Gate, Red Fort Old Delhi 
and New Delhi railway 
station at a specific time. 
“The accused used to 
take the benefit of the de-

lay in blocking the sim by 
the victim to log in to the 
wallet and transfer mon-
ey to their account,” said 
Delhi police. “A total 
of three mobile phones, 
two scooties and various 
SIM cards have been re-
covered from the posses-
sion of the accused”, the 
police added. Further in-
vestigation into the mat-
ter is underway. Earlier, 
the Delhi Police’s Cyber 
cell of the outer district 
busted an online Ponzi 
Fraud Scheme and arrest-
ed one person who duped 
people of more than ₹ 
40 crores on the pretext 
of giving exponential re-
turns of 10 per cent on 
a daily basis, officials 
said on Saturday. Delhi 
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The accused has been 
identified as Akashya 
Sanjay Dhanuka 32, a 
resident of Thane in Ma-
harashtra. “The accused, 
who was the handler of 

the bank account and 
who claimed to be work-
ing for a company lured 
people to deposit ₹ 40 
crores in less than 10 
days on the pretext of giv-
ing exponential returns 
of 10 per cent daily,” the 
police official said. Ac-
cording to police, an FIR 
was lodged on the basis 
of the complaint by one 
Prakash, who alleged that 

he came to know about a 
‘GD Fund Application’, 
a Ponzi scheme through 
one of his friends, which 
provided high returns 
on investments. During 
sustained interrogation, 
accused Akshay San-
jay Dhanuka disclosed 
victims are contacted 
through Telegram/What-
sApp to create an account 
on a fake.

Delhi Businessman, Friend 
Assaulted By Bouncers At Hotel

New Delhi: A 29-year-
old businessman and 
his friend were alleg-
edly assaulted by bounc-
ers at a five-star hotel in 
the Janpath area, police 
here said on Sunday. In 
a purported video of the 
incident, the bouncers 
are seen approaching a 
group of men and the 
two parties getting into 
a fistfight. The bouncers 

are also seen thrashing, 
punching and kicking 
the victims. The police 
said the victim and his 
friend got into an argu-
ment with the bouncers 
outside a club at the ho-
tel over entering the es-
tablishment. The alleged 
incident took place on 
March 8 when the busi-
nessman, his wife and 
their friends had gone to 

the hotel for a Holi party, 
the police said. The vic-
tim was outside with his 
friend while his wife was 
inside the club. Around 
7-8 pm, he was stopped 
by the bouncers when 
he tried to enter the es-
tablishment. He alleged 
that the bouncers did not 
allow them inside on the 
grounds that “stag” en-
try was not allowed and 
hurled abuses at them, the 
police added. Delhi Man 
Loses Rs 9 Lakh In Fake 
Work-From-Home Job, 
2 Arrested: Cops Delhi 
Man Loses ₹ 9 Lakh In 
Fake Work-From-Home 
Job, 2 Arrested: Cops 
Thousands Of Farmers 
To Hold Rally In Delhi 
Today. Roads To Avoid 
Thousands.

Mystery Of Human Body Parts In 
Drain Baffles Cops In Delhi

New Delhi: The Delhi 
Police has contacted its 
Noida counterparts, who 
have recovered severed 
body parts from a drain in 
Sector 8, over the recov-
ery of some human body 
parts close to a Rapid 

Metro construction site 
in the national capital, 
officials said on Sunday. 
The Delhi Police found a 
human skull, wrist bones 
and other small bones in 
southeast Delhi’s Sarai 
Kale Khan area on Sat-

urday, the officials said. 
The Noida Police recov-
ered severed arms and 
legs earlier last week. Po-
lice received information 
at 11.56 am about human 
body parts found near 
Sarai Kale Khan ISBT, 
Ring Road, adjoining 
the flyover in the area of 
construction site of Rapid 
Metro, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (south-
east) Rajesh Deo said. 
After reaching the spot, 
it was found that some 
human body parts -- in 
various stages of decom-
position -- and a bunch of 

Delhi Lt Governor Flags Off G20 Cyclothon Rally

The event began at the 
Netherlands embassy 
in Chanakyapuri. New 

Delhi: The Lieutenant 
Governor (LG) of Delhi 
Vinai Kumar Saxena 

flagged off the G20 ‘Cy-
cling4LiFE’ Cyclothon 
Rally at the Netherlands 
Embassy in Chanakya-
puri on Sunday. Tak-
ing to Twitter, the Delhi 
L-G said, “Flagged off 
the ‘Cycling4LiFE’ Cy-
clothon along with dip-
lomatic representatives 
of Slovenia, Nether-
lands, European Union 
(EU), Italy & Germany 
in Chanakyapuri, today 
morning. In congruence 
with the overarching 
G20 theme of Lifestyle 
for Environment (LiFE), 
the Cyclothon saw varied 
participants.” Mr Sax-
ena also said that cycling 

would make a sustain-
able and healthy future 
and should be encour-
aged. “As more and more 
people take up cycling, it 
becomes incumbent upon 
all to ensure safe, secure 
and adequate road spaces 
and respect the cyclist’s 
right over their space”, 
Mr Saxena added in his 
tweet. India Highest 
Ranked G20 Nation On 
Climate Change Perfor-
mance: RBI Chief India 
Highest Ranked G20 Na-
tion On Climate Change 
Performance: RBI Chief 
Ties Intact, Says Lt Gov-
ernor. These Are Small 
Things, Says Arvind Ke-

jriwal Ties Intact, Says 
Lt Governor. These Are 
Small Things, Says Ar-
vind Kejriwal RBI Chief 
Cautions Banks On As-
set-Liability Mismatch 
Amid SVB Crisis RBI 
Chief Cautions Banks On 
Asset-Liability Mismatch 
Amid SVB Crisis Earlier 
on March 12, Mr Saxena 
visited the G20 Flower 
Festival and appreciated 
the efforts of the New 
Delhi Municipal Council 
(NDMC) for organizing 
such events towards ac-
tive participation of peo-
ple with enthusiasm in 
India’s G20 presidency-
related programs,

Delhi Man Loses  9 Lakh In Fake Work-From-Home Job

New Delhi: Officials of 
Delhi Police on Sunday 
arrested two persons, ac-
cused of duping people 
on the pretext of pro-

viding them with work-
from-home jobs. The 
accused persons, Ankit 
(30) and Sudhir Kumar 
(45) were arrested based 

on the complaint filed 
by Harin Bansal, a resi-
dent of Pitampura, Delhi. 
According to the com-
plaint, registered by Mrr 
Bansal, the duo cheated 
him of over ₹ 9 lakh 
on the pretext of provid-
ing him with a job. “The 
complainant was surfing 
on social media when he 
came across a post about 
‘earning huge money 
daily working from 
home’. He clicked on the 
post and was taken to a 

Whatsapp number. The 
number then asked him 
to register on a website 
through a link given to 
him,” Delhi Police said. 
“The website then, as a 
part of a work-for-home 
job, asked him to com-
plete the tasks given to 
him. The website told the 
complainant to deposit a 
sum and withdraw it, for 
which he will be given a 
commission along with 
the original amount,” 
police said. The police 

Thousands Of Farmers To Hold Rally In Delhi
New Delhi: Sanyukt Kisaan 
Morcha is organizing a 
Kisaan Rally on 20 March 
at Ramleela Ground, New 
Delhi. As per the orga-
nizers, around 20,000 to 
25,000 participants are 
likely to attend the same, 
who will start coming to 
Ramlila Ground from the 
intervening night of 19-
20, March 2023. Accord-
ing to Delhi Traffic police, 
there are some diversions 
points like Maharaja Ran-
jeet Singh Marg, Mirdard 
Chowk, Delhi Gate, JLN 

Marg, Minto Road R/L, 
R/A Kamala Mkt. to Ham-
dard Chowk, Ajmari Gate, 
Bhavbhuti Marg, Cha-
man Lal Marg, Paharganj 
Chowk “Traffic restrictions/
regulation/diversion may be 
imposed on 20 March from 
9 am on these road stretch-
es and surrounding roads/
stretches are Ranjeet Singh 
flyover from Barakhamb-
ha Road to Guru Nanak 
Chowk, From Minto Road 
R/L to R/A Kamla Mkt., Vi-
vekanand Marg, JLN Marg 
( Delhi gate to Guru Nanak 

Chowk), R/a Kamla Mar-
ket to Guru Nanak Chowk, 
Chaman Lal Marg., Ajmeri 

Gate towards Asaf Ali 
Road, Pahargaj Chowk and 
R/A Jandewalan,
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‘End Sealed Cover Business’: Chief Justice 
Blasts Government’s Top Lawyer

New Delhi: Chief Jus-
tice of India DY Chan-
drachud, hearing the 
One Rank One Pension 
(OROP) case today, 
lashed out at the practice 
of using sealed cover en-
velopes for submissions 
to courts. He refused to 
accept a sealed cover en-
velope submitted by the 
Attorney General of In-
dia stating the decision of 
the Defence Ministry on 
the payment of pensions, 

asking the government’s 
top lawyer to read it or 
take it back. “We will not 
take any confidential doc-
uments or sealed covers, 
and am personally averse 
to this. There has to be 
transparency in court. 
This is about implement-
ing the orders. What can 
be the secrecy here?” 
he said, adding that he 
wanted to put an end to 
“the sealed cover busi-
ness”. “If the Supreme 

Court follows it, High 
Courts will also follow”, 
he told the Attorney Gen-
eral. The Chief Justice 
further called sealed cov-
ers ‘completely against’ 
settled judicial princi-
ples. “It can be resorted 
to only when it is about 
a source or endanger-
ing someone’s life”, DY 
Chandrachud said. On 
the case, he said the court 
sees the government’s 
difficulties on payment 

of OROP arrears to ex-
service personnel, but 
needs to know the plan 
of action. The Attorney 
General then read the 
report. “Budget outlay 
is not able to meet this 
huge outflow at one go. 
Resource is limited and 
expense needs to be reg-
ulated. The finance min-
istry was taken into con-
fidence, and it has said it 
is unable to meet this out-
flow at one go,” he said. 
A bench of Chief Justice 
DY Chandrachud and 
Justices PS Narasimha 
and JB Pardiwala is cur-
rently hearing the Indian 
Ex-Servicemen Move-
ment’s (IESM) plea over 
payment of OROP dues. 
The top court, on March 
13, came down heavily 
on the government for 
“unilaterally” deciding to 
pay OROP dues in four 
instalments. Post a com-
ment The defence minis-
try has recently filed an 
affidavit and a compli-
ance note in the top court, 
giving the time schedule 
for payment of the ar-
rears of ₹ 28,000 crore.

Internet In Punjab To Remain Suspended Till March 21 
As Manhunt Continues For Amritpal Singh

New Delhi: The Bhag-
want Mann-led govern-
ment on Monday (March 
20, 2023) again extended 
the suspension on all mo-
bile internet, SMS, and 
dongle services in Pun-
jab as the police contin-
ued its manhunt to nab 
‘Waris Punjab De’ chief 
and Khalistan sympa-
thizer Amritpal Singh. 
An official order from 
the Punjab government 
said that mobile inter-
net services will remain 
suspended in Punjab till 
12 pm on March 21. The 
state authorities had first 
suspended the internet 
and SMS services on Sat-
urday till Sunday noon, 
which was then extended 
till Monday 12 pm. “Di-
rector General of Police, 
Punjab has brought to my 
notice that certain sec-
tions of society are hold-
ing protests at several 
places in the State and 
are likely to threaten pub-
lic order by incitement to 
violence as also resorting 
to widespread violence 
with an aim to stoke and 

cause communal tension, 
obstruction or injury to 
persons, danger to human 
life and property, distur-
bance of public peace 
and tranquillity thereby 
threatening public safety 
and public order in the 
State of Punjab,” the or-
der by Additional Chief 
Secretary to Government 
of Punjab, Home Depart-
ment, read. The official 
said that the Punjab DGP 
has brought to his notice 
that these “sections of so-
ciety” widely use social 
media platforms such 
as Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, WhatsApp, 
etc, and also Short Mes-
sage Service (SMS) for 
spreading “inflamma-
tory material” and “false 
rumours”, to provoke 
mobilization of mobs of 
agitators and demonstra-
tors, mobilize their own 
manpower and resources 
for their “anti-national 
activities”. ALSO READ 
| Crackdown On Amrit-
pal ‘Deliberately’ Timed 
To Coincide With My 
Son’s Death Anniversa-

ry: Moosewala’s Father 
“There is a clear continu-
ation of the potential of 
threat to public safety, 
disruption of public utili-
ties, damage to public as-
sets and amenities, and 
disturbance of public law 
and order in the State 
of Punjab on account of 
misuse of mobile inter-
net services, SMS ser-
vices, and other dongle 
services,” the Additional 
Chief Secretary added. 
“Therefore, in exercise 
of powers conferred on 
me, it is directed that all 
mobile internet services 
(2G/3G/4G/5G/CDMA/
GPRS), all SMS services 
(excluding banking and 

mobile recharge), and all 
dongle services provided 
on mobile networks, ex-
cept the voice calls, in 
the territorial jurisdic-
tion of Punjab shall be 
further suspended from 
20/03/2023 (1200 hrs) to 
21/03/2023 (1200 hrs),” 
the order said. It said that 
the step has been taken 
in the interest of public 
safety, to prevent any 
incitement to violence, 
and to prevent any distur-
bance of peace and pub-
lic order. The broadband 
services are not being 
suspended so that bank-
ing facilities, hospital 
services and other essen-
tial services.

Supreme Court Agrees Request Seeking 
CBI Probe In Palghar Mob-Killing Case

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court Monday agreed 
to list for hearing pleas 
seeking a CBI probe into 
the alleged lynching of 
three people in Palghar 
district in April 2020, 
after it was apprised that 
the Maharashtra govern-
ment has consented to 
the investigation by the 
agency. A bench of Chief 
Justice DY Chandrachud 
and Justices PS Narasim-
ha and JB Pardiwala was 
told by a lawyer appear-

ing for one of the petition-
ers that the state govern-
ment has also agreed for 
a CBI inquiry. The law-
yer mentioned the matter 
saying the case can be 
heard and disposed of on 
any Friday or Monday. 
“We’ll list it,” the bench 
said. Earlier, in a change 
of stance, the Maharash-
tra government had told 
the Supreme Court it 
was ready to hand over 
to the CBI the investi-
gation into the alleged 

lynching of three people, 
including two seers. The 
state government had 
earlier told the Supreme 
Court that the Maharash-
tra Police has punished 
“delinquent” policemen 
for dereliction of duties 
in the alleged lynching 
incident and sought dis-
missal of pleas seeking a 
CBI probe. The affidavit 
was filed in response to 
a batch of petitions, in-
cluding one by seers of 
Shri Panch Dashban Juna 

Akhara and relatives of 
the victims. Their plea 
alleged the investiga-
tion by the state police 
was being conducted in 
a biased manner. The 
other pleas have been 
filed by advocates Sha-
shank Shekhar Jha and 
Ghanshyam Upadhyay. 
The three people from 
Kandivali in Mumbai 
were travelling in a car 
to attend a funeral in Su-
rat in Gujarat amid the 
COVID-19-induced na-

Congress’s “Deal With PM” Reply After 
Mamata Banerjee Targets Rahul Gandhi

New Delhi: Congress 
MP Adhir Ranjan Chow-
dhury on Monday al-
leged that West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi have 
a deal to “defame the im-
age of Rahul Gandhi and 
the Congress.” Speaking 
to ANI, Mr Chowdhury 
said, “Mamata Banerjee 
is speaking on the direc-
tions of the PM. PM and 
‘didi’ have a deal to de-
fame the image of Rahul 
Gandhi and Congress.” 

“She wants to save her-
self from ED-CBI raids 
that’s why she is against 
Congress and with this 
PM will be happy,” he 
added. Earlier on Sun-
day, while addressing 
party workers at an in-
ternal party meeting in 
Murshidabad district 
the Trinamool Congress 
leader had accused the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) of attempting to 
shift attention from cur-
rent issues by attempt-
ing to portray Congress 

leader Rahul Gandhi as 
a “hero” and stalling Par-
liament proceedings over 
his comments in the UK. 
“BJP is trying to make a 
hero out of Rahul Gandhi 
so that no one questions 

PM Modi,” she told party 
workers. “The BJP is try-
ing to divert attention 
from the burning issues 
by stalling the parliament 
proceedings over Rahul 
Gandhi recent remarks.

For 2024, Rahul Gandhi Must Open Talks With These 3 Leaders
The meeting between 
Akhilesh Yadav and Mama-
ta Banerjee is definitely not 
good news for opposition 
unity. If anything, it will 
most certainly impede the 
process of unity. This might 
also deflate the Congress’s 
campaign to nail the Modi 
government on the Adani 
issue. If Mamata Banerjee 
and Akhilesh Yadav had 
said they are coming to-
gether to defeat Narendra 
Modi, then it would have 
added a different flavour to 
the unity process. But the 
two being openly critical 
of the Congress and trying 
to keep their distance from 
the grand old party smacks 
of short-sightedness and 
parochialism. I have been 
saying for a long time that 
regional leaders today 
lack a national vision and 
ideological conviction, un-
like opposition politicians 
of the Congress era, who 
belonged to small parties 
but were tall in national 
stature. Those leaders had 
a national perspective and 
were willing to sacrifice 
their small interests for a 
larger national goal. It is 
no wonder that in 1977, all 
opposition parties except 
a few merged to form the 
Janata Party. They were 
driven by the conviction 
that Indira Gandhi’s dicta-
torial regime had to be de-
feated to save democracy. 
Today, that conviction is 
missing and self-interest 
is the prime mover. This is 
the single most important 
challenge that the oppo-
sition today is facing in its 
fight against Modi and the 

BJP. Since the Congress 
is the biggest party in 
the opposition, it is duty-
bound to constantly be 
in talks with opposition 
leaders and make them 
understand the urgency 
of opposition unity. Since 
Rahul Gandhi is the lead-
er of the Congress, it will 
be a test of his leadership 
skills to corral the oppo-
sition despite these im-
pediments. The Congress, 
which has been accused 
of arrogance while dealing 
with opposition parties, of-

fered a major climb-down 
when Mallikarjun Kharge 
said in Chennai that the 
Congress was not stuck 
on leading the opposi-
tion front. Kharge, while 
replying to Farooq Abdul-
lah’s statement that the 
Congress should not insist 
on the post of prime min-
ister, said that opposition 
parties should sink their 
differences and be united 
to defeat the BJP at the 
Centre. A similar senti-
ment was expressed by 
Priyanka Gandhi at the 

Raipur session of the Con-
gress when she said, “The 
world is looking at us (op-
position) and opposition 
unity is needed to defeat 
BJP.” Rahul Gandhi, during 
his London visit said, “A lot 
of coordination is going 
on with opposition parties 
and conversation is also 
happening among them.” 
He further said, “There are 
complications in many 
states, but the opposition 
is very much capable of 
having this discussion and 
resolving it.” These three 

statements by the three 
top leaders of the Con-
gress are indicative of the 
fact that the Congress, as 
a party which has ruled 
country for more than five 
decades, is aware of its 
weakness and knows that 
it cannot defeat the BJP 
on its own; like the anti-
Congress-ism of the past, 
anti-BJP-ism can be the 
only glue for opposition 
unity. This political clarity 
was absent in the Congress 
thought process during 
the 2019 general election. 

The opposition was a di-
vided house. Every party 
was pulling in different 
directions. Rahul Gandhi 
was the president of the 
Congress, which had just 
won assembly elections in 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajast-
han and Chhattisgarh. Ra-
hul Gandhi was confident 
that the Congress alone 
could give a tough fight 
to Modi, and he proved to 
be dead wrong. Not only 
the opposition but even 
the Congress was divided 
into factions. Big and older 

leaders had no faith in Ra-
hul Gandhi’s leadership 
skills. In fact, Rahul Gan-
dhi said the same in his 
resignation letter after the 
election defeat - he was 
“fighting alone”. It is also 
said that more than the 
BJP and the Modi govern-
ment, it is Congress leaders 
who were instrumental in 
the whisper campaign that 
rose to a crescendo about 
Rahul as “Pappu” (good for 
nothing). But now, Rahul 
Gandhi is a changed per-
son and the Congress is no 
longer a fractured house. 
Those who underestimat-
ed Rahul Gandhi were in 
for a shock when he em-
barked on an ambitious 
project like the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra. Some were 
skeptical about Rahul Gan-
dhi completing the Yatra 
and others ridiculed the 
very idea. The Bharat Jodo 
Yatra proved to be a beam 
of light in the darkness for 
the Congress. Skeptics and 
critics were shocked by the 
response that the Yatra 
generated throughout. I 
am sure the Congress must 
have organised crowds for 
the Yatra, but the over-
whelming response could 
not be the result of just 
party management. Peo-
ple genuinely came to see 
and meet Rahul Gandhi. 
It is no secret that the BJP 
initially tried to malign the 
Yatra with their below-
the-belt propaganda but 
soon they realised that 
it might boomerang on 
them, so they stopped. Ra-
hul Gandhi is no longer the 
“Pappu”. He has emerged 

as a serious politician. He 
has earned this for himself 
through his hard work and 
sincerity. Now the accusa-
tions of entitlement will 
not cut ice with people. It 
is this transformation of 
Rahul Gandhi from a so-
called ‘Pappu’ to ‘Pundit’ 
that is a singular achieve-
ment for the Congress. In 
their desperation to soil 
Rahul’s newfound image, 
the Modi Government 
and the BJP are going out 
of their way to paint him 
as anti-national. The Yatra 
has also caused heartburn 
for many opposition lead-
ers; the space which many 
of them clamoured to oc-
cupy is no longer vacant. 
It’s no secret that Mamata 
Banerjee wanted to be 
projected as prime min-
isterial candidate for the 
opposition. Nitish Kumar 
is another aspirant, along 
with Arvind Kejriwal. Now 
it is incumbent on Rahul 
Gandhi to break the ice 
with these leaders and 
involve them in a one-on-
one conversation for larger 
unity and make them un-
derstand that leadership is 
not an issue at all, and that 
the first priority should be 
to unseat the BJP. There is 
undoubtedly some move-
ment in the direction of op-
position unity. In this ses-
sion of parliament, more 
than a dozen opposition 
parties have not only been 
meeting regularly and but 
they have also coordinated 
effectively on the Adani is-
sue, except Mamata Baner-
jee’s Trinamool Congress.
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Editorial
The ‘Financial Wizards’ 

Of Social Media
Parliament is not in ses-
sion but there’s so much 
to be said. So let’s pull 
out the laptop and share 
a few thoughts on an 
issue that has always 
interested me: content 
creation. The Cen-
tral Consumer Protec-
tion Authority (CCPA) 
Chief Commissioner 
recently announced that 
the government is set to 
introduce guidelines to 
regulate social media 
influencers (including 
penal provisions to the 
tune of ₹ 50 lakh) for 
non-disclosure of finan-
cial ties with brands. 
Content creation on so-
cial media has become 
a legitimate industry 
with a growth estimate 
of 25% per year and is 
slated to be worth ₹ 
2,200 crore by 2025. As 
of January 2022, You-
Tube has more than 26 
crore monthly active 
users in India; 1,200 of 
its creators have crossed 
the one million sub-
scriber milestone. Ins-
tagram had a total of 23 
crore users in India in 
January 2022, the larg-
est Instagram audience 
in the world. Nearly 
two-thirds of the Indian 
population follow an in-
fluencer. As an avid so-
cial media user myself, 
I was intrigued by the 
revenue model of this 
industry. I found that 
content creators get a 
share of the platform’s 
revenue. But more than 
70%-80% of a creator’s 
revenue comes from 
branded content. This 
revenue is determined 
by the number of fol-
lowers, type of content, 
genre, engagement rate 
and demographics. A 
micro-influencer (one 
who has 10,000 to 1 
lakh followers) can 
earn anywhere between 
₹ 10,000 to ₹ 30,000 
per Instagram post. 
This number increases 
to more than 4 lakh ru-
pees for mega influenc-
ers (more than 10 lakh 
followers). The area 
becomes murky when 
financial influencers, 
daily vloggers (people 
who record their daily 
chores) and people gen-
erally not qualified to 
tender financial advice 
promote financial prod-
ucts without full disclo-
sure of a brand collabo-
ration. Many first-time 
investors turn to the 
internet for financial ad-
vice to make easy mon-
ey with a single swipe. 
Influencers have filled 
the void created by un-

employment and lack of 
access to credit by pro-
moting a variety of fi-
nancial products on spe-
cific trading platforms, 
attracting very high 
returns. Nearly 70% of 
the new acquisition on 
stock trading platforms 
is under 30 years of age. 
There exist significant 
concerns around influ-
encer content: the fit-
ness and qualification 
of the person providing 
advice, the veracity of 
the information provid-
ed, the risk of potential 
scams and the risk ap-
petite of consumers of 
such content. In July 
2022, a crypto-trading 
platform which was 
heavily promoted by 
influencers suspended 
all its operations includ-
ing withdrawals and 
deposits, leaving 8 lakh 
patrons at a point of no 
return. In August 2022, 
India’s top two crypto 
platforms had all their 
assets frozen by the ED 
due to non-compliance. 
These platforms had 
been talked up by vari-
ous influencers in the 
garb of giving financial 
advice in good faith. 
A 2021 study from the 
Digital Marketing In-
stitute reports that 70 
percent of teens trust in-
fluencers more than tra-
ditional celebrities. 40 
per cent of Twitter users 
reported making a pur-
chase at the recommen-
dation of a tweet alone. 
In 2021, China held a 
consultation laying out 
detailed regulatory re-
quirements for online 
promotion of financial 
products. It included 
procedures to curb il-
legal financial product 
marketing, misleading 
advertisements and un-
fair competition. The 
norms dictate that in-
fluencers, at least, must 
have used the product 
first-hand and have 
documentation to prove 
it. The Financial Mar-
ket Authority (FMA) of 
New Zealand issued a 
Guide to Talking About 
Money Online in Janu-
ary 2021. In March 
2022, Australian Secu-
rities and Investments 
Commission (ASIC) 
issued an information 
sheet (INFO 269) for 
social media influenc-
ers, explaining potential 
violations of the law and 
discouraging unlicensed 
finfluencers from cre-
ating finance-focused 
posts. In May 2021, the 
Advertising Standards 
Council.

The Conduct of LS Speaker and the RS Chairman Goes Against 
the Vision of a Level Playing Field

The expunction of re-
marks of some MPs of 
the opposition benches 
on Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s links with 
Adani was adversely 
commented upon in edi-
torials of some of the ma-
jor dailies like the Indian 
Express and the Hindu on 
February 22, 2023. Also 
read: Rajya Sabha Ad-
journs Till Next Month 
After Opposition MPs 
Protest Over Adani, Ex-
punged Remarks More 
later on the scathing re-
marks of these editori-
als. They bring out the 
extent of damage done 
to our parliamentary de-
mocracy by Presiding 
officers. Our democracy 
has anyway been con-
tinuously facing serious 
assault. The intensity of 
these assaults has gone 
up manifold after 2014. 
Mahatma Gandhi on 
the role of speakers On 
July 16, 1938, Mahatma 
Gandhi wrote an article 
“Speaker and Politics” 
in the Harijan against 
the backdrop of what he 
said was “some contro-
versy…raged round the 
propriety of the speakers 
of the various Provincial 
Assemblies taking an 
active part in politics”. 
It may be recalled that 
in 1937, the Indian Na-
tional Congress had won 
elections to form govern-
ments in several prov-
inces and speakers were 
elected to preside over 
those provincial legisla-
tures. In that article, Gan-
dhi, while commenting 
on the controversy gener-
ated by the participation 
of speakers in politics, 

deeply reflected on their 
roles and thoughtfully 
observed, “..the speaker’s 
position assumes very 
high importance, greater 
than that of the Prime 
Minister”. He proceeded 
to explain the important 
duties of a speaker and 
wrote: “… he has to dis-
charge the functions of a 
judge while he occupies 
the chair. He has to give 
impartial and just rul-
ings. He has to enforce 
decorum and laws of 
courtesy between mem-
bers. He has to be calm 
in the midst of storms. 
He has opportunities of 
winning over opponents 
which no other member 
of the House can pos-
sibly have.” Then he 
added, “Now if a speaker 
outside the House ceases 
to be impartial and in-
dulges in party polemics, 
he cannot possibly carry 
the weight he would if he 
observed impartiality and 
calmness everywhere.” 
Eighty-five years after 
those weighty words of 
Gandhi, editorials in the 
media are commenting 
on the dangerous collapse 
of the ideal of neutrality 
defining the office of the 
presiding officers of our 
apex legislature. Muz-
zling of the opposition’s 
voice A bizarre develop-
ment took place in the 
Lok Sabha on March 18, 
2023, when Sansad TV 
covering the proceedings 
of the House switched off 
the audio a few seconds 
after several opposition 
MPs shouted “Rahulji 
ko Bolne Do (Let Rahul 
Speak)” in response to 
the high- decibel slogan 

of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) MPs of the 
treasury benches, “Ra-
hul Gandhi Mafi Mango 
(Rahul Gandhi tender 
apology)”. A view of 
the Lok Sabha. Repre-
sentative image. Photo: 
LSTV/PTI Photo Ruling 
BJP party MPs have been 
demanding an apology 
from Rahul Gandhi and 
disturbing the proceed-
ings of the House from 
March 13, 2023, onwards 
for his allegedly offen-
sive remarks on Indian 
democracy in speeches 
he delivered recently in 
London. A close look at 
those speeches, however, 
clearly establishes that 
he never made any offen-
sive remarks, rather he 
famously stated that In-
dian democracy is a pub-
lic good and the recur-
ring assaults on it by the 
Modi regime is an inter-
nal problem, the solution 
to which would come 
from within the country. 
Treasury benches’ attack 
on Rahul Gandhi In fact, 
Rahul Gandhi, while ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence in Delhi on March 
16, said that he met the 
speaker of Lok Sabha on 
that day itself and said 
that four ministers of 
the Modi regime made 
allegations against him 
in the Lok Sabha from 
March 13 itself when 
the House resumed the 
second part of the bud-
get session. He, there-
fore, submitted before 
the speaker that he, as an 
MP has the right, as per 
the rules of the House, to 
give a reply to those al-
legations. According to 

him, the Speaker only 
smiled while quietly lis-
tening to him. However, 
Rahul Gandhi expressed 
his apprehension that he 
would not be allowed 
to reply to those allega-
tions and yet hoped that 
the speaker would grant 
him time to speak in the 
House. He proceeded to 
assert that it would be a 
test for our democracy to 
see how his request to the 
speaker is dealt with. The 
House was adjourned by 
the speaker following 
the pandemonium and 
Gandhi could not speak. 
Rahul Gandhi’s appre-
hensions were proved to 
be true when he was not 
given any time to speak 
on March 17 in spite of 
his request and the de-
mand of some opposi-
tion MPs of Lok Sabha 
that he should be called 
to speak. The sad part is 
that as soon as opposi-
tion MPs shouted “Ra-
hulji ko Bolne do” the 
audio of the  Sansad TV 
was switched off and 
only the visuals showing 
a smiling speaker were 
transmitted! The con-

trasting visuals of Sansad 
TV only airing high-
decibel slogans of BJP 
MPs asking for Rahul 
Gandhi’s apology and 
switching off the audio 
seconds after opposition 
MPs shouted “let Rahul 
Gandhi speak” clearly 
bring out the partisan ap-
proach adopted to keep 
away opposition voices 
from the public domain. 
In fact, the switching off 
of the audio of Sansad 
TV for a fairly long time 
proves the point, repeat-
edly made by several 
opposition MPs, includ-
ing Rahul Gandhi, that 
their microphones are 
being turned off when 
they speak on the floor 
of the House. Doctrine 
of differential rights to 
discriminate against op-
position In other words, 
the current regime un-
officially follows the 
doctrine of differential 
rights. While there is one 
set of rights for the ruling 
BJP MPs, another set of 
rights seem to have been 
made for those on the 
opposition benches. The 
infamous doctrine was 

followed and adopted 
by European colonialists 
who framed for them-
selves some rights which 
were completely denied 
to the people of colonies. 
So what happened in the 
Lok Sabha on March 17, 
2023, and what the op-
position MPs are com-
plaining about for a long 
time, is that their voices 
are being stifled in a way 
that constitutes the re-
play of the colonial era 
doctrine of differential 
rights, that too in the 
apex legislature of our 
country. The aggressive 
employment of the doc-
trine of differential rights 
by some ministers of the 
ruling Modi regime was 
evident when they con-
demned Rahul Gandhi 
for allegedly denigrating 
the whole nation because 
he made sharply critical 
comments on democracy 
and allegedly invited the 
United States and Europe 
to intervene and salvage 
it. Also read: What Rahul 
Gandhi Said in the UK 
and Why It Hit a Raw 
Nerve of the BJP’s While 
those allegations are ut-

Lucknow: In what ap-
pears to be an undis-
guised attempt to use the 
state apparatus to pro-
mote Hindutva and mesh 
it with the state bureau-
cracy officially, the Uttar 
Pradesh government has 
ordered district magis-
trates (DMs) to organise 
temple events, including 
recitation of Durga Sap-
tashati and Ramcharit-
manas during Chaitra 
Navratri and Ram Na-
vami festivals. Chinese 
Construction of Water-
falls in the building 350, 
- Travel Nfx 00:00 Pre-
vious PauseNext 00:04 
/ 03:02 Unmute Settings 
Fullscreen Copy video 
url Play / Pause Mute / 
Unmute Report a prob-
lem Language Share Vid-
verto Player All DMs will 
be given Rs 1 lakh each 
for payment to artistes 
performing at the events, 
said the order passed by 
Mukesh Meshram, prin-
cipal secretary in the 
state’s culture depart-
ment, on March 10. The 
order has also been sent 
to all divisional commis-
sioners. Meshram denied 
that these programmes 
were being held for the 
first time in India’s larg-
est state. Former chief 
minister Akhilesh Yadav 
took a swipe at the state 
government and said 
that at least Rs 10 crore 
should be given for cel-
ebrating festivals of all 

religions as Rs 1 lakh 
for artistes’ honorarium 
was too small an amount. 
The Hindu religious fes-
tivals will coincide with 
the Muslim holy month 
of Ramzan, which is ex-
pected to begin on March 
22, depending on the 
sighting of the moon. 
Ram Navami will be 
celebrated on March 30. 
The events which will be 
held at government (pub-
lic) expense will mark a 
new chapter of religion 
intermeshing seamlessly 
in administration at the 

district level. The show-
ering of flower petals 
from choppers on kan-
wariyas (Shiva worship-
pers) during the month of 
Saawan had made news 
earlier. For the BJP, host-
ing roza iftar parties by 
the previous Samajwadi 
Party governments of 
Mulayam Singh Yadav 
and Akhilesh Yadav was 
‘appeasement’ of minori-
ties but it sees nothing 
wrong with the public 
funding of Hindu reli-
gious events. In fact, it is 
pushed as desirable. The 

chief minister had an-
nounced last month and 
also tweeted that “Sana-
tan Dharm was India’s 
national religion.” At 
BJP’s Samajik Pratinidhi 
Sammelan for the Lodh 
community in Lucknow 
in October 2021, chief 
minister Yogi Adityanath 
alleged that opposition 
parties used to compete 
for hosting iftar parties 
but imposed curfews 
during Hindu festivals. 
The shoe is now on the 
other foot, though the 
government won’t call it 

appeasement. Also read: 
What We Need in India Is 
Freedom From Religion 
Government bias The 
government’s bias is ap-
parent from the statement 
of UP minority commis-
sion chief Ashfaq Saifi 
who alleged that there 
were “lots of complaints” 
about loudspeakers being 
forcibly removed from 
mosques by the local ad-
ministration. These loud-
speakers were installed 
in accordance with the 
Allahabad high court’s 
guidelines on decibel 
levels. In a letter to UP 
chief secretary D.S. Mis-
ra, Saifi requested that 
Muslims should be given 
a “feeling of security and 
harmony”. Whether dis-
trict administrations will 
ensure compliance with 
decibel guidelines to 
avoid noise pollution at 
the upcoming events re-
mains to be seen. Goswa-
mi Tulsidas’ epic ‘Ram-
charitmanas’ has recently 
been in the eye of a storm 
for the alleged deni-
gration of women and 
Dalits. Samajwadi Party 
leader Swami Prasad 
Maurya, who earlier de-
manded the deletion of 
the alleged controversial 
passages, called the gov-
ernment the “enemy” of 
women, Dalits and trib-
als for allowing 24-hour 
recitation of ‘Ramcharit-
manas’. His comments 
on ‘Ramcharitmanas’ 

had also led to his entry 
being barred in a Luc-
know-based temple of 
Lord Hanuman. Mukesh 
Meshram’s order man-
dates all local adminis-
trations to arrange for the 
recitation of Durga Sap-
tashati, Devi gaan (songs 
in praise of the goddess) 
and Devi Jagran which 
is a night long affair. It 
is the first time that the 
government is organising 
Chaitra Navratri celebra-
tions at this scale in the 
state. Normally recitation 
of the ‘Ramcharitmanas’ 
during Ram Navami is 
held in temples and in the 
homes of devout Hindus. 
The involvement of state 
machinery in the festi-
val which celebrates the 
birth of Lord Ram is a 
strong political message 
to Swami Prasad Maurya 
that the government will 
stand by the epic poem. 
With parliamentary elec-
tions due in 2024, the 
move is also aimed at en-
suring that the BJP does 
not lose a section of its 
OBC base. The row over 
‘Ramcharitmanas’ in UP 
was started by Maurya in 
January this year with the 
purpose of weaning votes 
of Dalits and OBCs away 
from the BJP, which has 
made a significant dent 
into the vote share of the 
Bahujan Samaj Party and 
the Samajwadi Party.

UP: Govt Funds for Hindu Festivals Is the Latest Attempt 
by the BJP to Politicise Religion
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With Ukraine war at critical junction, China takes bigger role
Russia’s assault on 
Ukraine is turning into a 
war of attrition and the 
defenders are facing a 
critical problem – they 
are firing more artillery 
shells than Ukraine or 
its allies can produce. 
Which means industrial 
capacity is becoming as 
important as combat sol-
diers are. Along much of 
a 600-mile front in the 
east and south, the com-
batants face each other 
from trenches reminis-
cent of World War I. The 
similarities of the hor-
rifying conditions are so 
startling that scenes from 
an Oscar-winning movie 
set in the 1914-1918 war 
(All Quiet on the West-
ern Front) look like video 
taken in Ukraine yester-
day. While Russia’s sup-
plies are also shrinking, 
its inventory was much 
larger to begin with and 
Ukraine’s shortage is 
more critical, military ex-
perts estimate. On aver-
age, the opposing armies 
fire around 30,000 shells 
at each other every day. 
To get this in perspective, 
one of the biggest am-
munition factories in the 
United States, the Scran-
ton Army Ammunition 
Plant, produces roughly 
11,000 shells per month. 
Capacity at this and 
other plants in the US 
and its allies is planned 
to increase substantially 
but the process will take 
months. The present 
stalemate has raised fears 
that China, Moscow’s 
closest ally, would step 
into the breach and draw 
from its ample arsenal 
of 122 mm and 152 mm 
shells to help out Rus-
sian forces for whom this 

is the standard calibre. 
US officials have repeat-
edly warned China that 
providing lethal aid to 
Russia would have seri-
ous consequences and 
made clear that Presi-
dent Xi Jinping’s visit 
to Moscow, beginning 
on Monday, would be 
watched with very close 
attention. The visit will 
go down in history even 
if it ends without any 
notable agreements. Xi 
Jinping arrives to pomp 
and circumstance just 
three days after the Inter-
national Criminal Court 
in The Hague issued a 
warrant for the arrest of 
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin for war crimes 
in Ukraine. The warrant 
is based on the ICC’s 
finding that Russian 
forces, with the blessing 
of Putin and one of his 
cabinet ministers, force-
fully deported hundreds 
of Ukrainian children to 
Russia from areas seized 
after the 2022 invasion. 
In theory, Putin could be 
arrested in any of the 123 
countries which signed 
the treaty establishing 
the court. In practice, 
it is a symbolic move, 
given that Russia does 
not recognise the court 
and it cannot try a defen-
dant in absentia. Another 
historical first: Putin, a 
president accused of war 
crimes and facing an ar-
rest warrant plays host 
to another president, Xi 
Jinping, who has been 
accused by the United 
States and several other 
countries of committing 
genocide against Chi-
na’s Uyghur population 
and other Muslim ethnic 
groups in the Xinjiang re-

gion. The Chinese lead-
er’s visit comes a week 
after Putin hosted Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad of 
Syria, where Russian air 
power turned the tide in 
a 12-year civil war killed 
nearly half a million peo-
ple and displaced almost 
half the country’s pre-
war population. Among 
the weapons Assad’s 
government forces used 
to stay in power was the 
nerve agent Sarin and 
chlorine gas used to kill 
civilians in opposition 
strongholds, according to 
the Organisation for the 
Prohibition of Chemi-
cal Weapons. They are 
forbidden under the Ge-
neva Conventions on the 
conduct of armed con-
flict. Putin’s welcoming, 
in quick succession, of 

leaders who scoff at in-
ternational conventions, 
democracy and the rule 
of law brings to mind 
the old adage “birds of 
a feather flock together.” 
A Chinese government 
statement announcing 
Xi Jinping’s visit left no 
doubt about his ambition 
to become the dominant 
figure on the world stage, 
surpassing the role US 
presidents have played 
since the end of World 
War II. “As the world en-
ters a new period of tur-
bulence and change, as 
a permanent member of 
the UN Security Council 
and an important power, 
the significance and in-
fluence of China-Russian 
relations go far beyond 
the bilateral scope,“ the 
statement said. The visit 

was aimed, it added, at 
deepening the Chinese-
Russian friendship “for 
generations.” Xi Jinping 
arrived in Moscow fresh 
from a diplomatic tri-
umph in the Middle East, 
where the United States 
has been the dominant 
power broker for decades. 
But in a surprise move on 
March 10, Saudi Arabia 
and Iran agreed to restore 
diplomatic relations after 
four days of secret talks 
in Beijing. It was stark 
evidence of China’s ris-
ing power and influence 
on the global diplomatic 
stage. Saudi Arabia and 
Iran, both oil-rich na-
tions, have long been ri-
vals for Middle Eastern 
dominance and China’s 
role in their rapproche-
ment drew applause 

from the United Nations. 
Last month, the Chinese 
government published a 
12-point position paper 
on how to end the war in 
Ukraine which will be a 
topic of discussion dur-
ing the Chinese leader’s 
visit. The plan is part of 
an effort by China to por-
tray itself as neutral in 
the conflict -- despite its 
repeated refusal to con-
demn the invasion in UN 
General Assembly votes. 
The proposal pointedly 
omitted a call for the 
withdrawal of Russian 
troops from Ukrainian 
territory they occupy, a 
move Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelen-
sky sees as a precondi-
tion for any negotiations 
on halting the bloodshed. 
He has, however, said he 

is open to talks that might 
follow Xi’s Moscow 
visit. The Chinese plan 
calls for an immediate 
ceasefire, an idea that has 
run into vocal opposition 
from the United States, 
which has been leading 
a Western coalition of 
50 countries to arm and 
finance Ukraine’s fight 
against the Russians. 
“A ceasefire now would 
amount to the ratification 
of Russian conquest,” 
John Kirby, spokesman 
of the White House Na-
tional Security Council, 
said on the eve of Xi Jun 
Ping’s Moscow visit. 
“Russia would be free 
to use a ceasefire to only 
further entrench their 
positions in Ukraine, to 
rebuild, refit and refresh 
their forces so they can 
restart attacks on Ukraine 
at the time of their choos-
ing.” All wars end even-
tually, but the prospect 
of the guns soon falling 
silent in this conflict ap-
pear very remote. Both 
sides are preparing for 
spring offensives. where 
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topic of discussion dur-
ing the Chinese leader’s 
visit. The plan is part of 
an effort by China to por-
tray itself as neutral in 
the conflict -- despite its 
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demn the invasion in UN 
General Assembly votes. 
The proposal pointedly 
omitted a call for the 
withdrawal of Russian 
troops from Ukrainian 
territory they occupy, a 
move Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelen-
sky sees as a precondi-
tion for any negotiations 
on halting the bloodshed. 
He has, however, said he 
is open to talks that might 
follow Xi’s Moscow 
visit. The Chinese plan 
calls for an immediate 
ceasefire, an idea that has 
run into vocal opposition 
from the United States, 
which has been leading 
a Western coalition of 
50 countries to arm and 
finance Ukraine’s fight 
against the Russians. 
“A ceasefire now would 
amount to the ratification 
of Russian conquest,” 
John Kirby, spokesman 
of the White House Na-
tional Security Council, 
said on the eve of Xi Jun 
Ping’s Moscow visit. 
“Russia would be free 
to use a ceasefire to only 
further entrench their 
positions in Ukraine, to 
rebuild, refit and refresh 
their forces so they can 
restart attacks on Ukraine 
at the time of their choos-
ing.” All wars end even-
tually, but the prospect 
of the guns soon falling 
silent in this conflict.

Mohan Bhagwat-Muslim Meet Is Good 
Symbolism, Not Dialogue

RSS chief Mohan Bhag-
wat’s meeting with a 
group of Muslim intellec-
tuals last month and the 
visit to a Delhi madrasa 
on Thursday have created 
headlines. “RSS Muslim 
Outreach,” say the head-
lines. Many have rushed 
to heap praise and credit 
on Bhagwat for “reach-
ing out” to Muslims, for 
“starting a dialogue”, for 
trying to “bridge the di-
vide”. Of course, when 
a Sangh chief meets 
some prominent Mus-
lims or visits a mosque 
and a madrasa, it’s quite 
an event. And it’s loaded 
with symbolism. And 
who could disagree with 
the importance of sym-
bolism and dialogue in a 
democracy? But amid all 
the media hype and hoop-
la around these events, 
we must pause and talk 
substance, instead of 

just getting carried away 
by the symbolism. RSS 
leaders have been meet-
ing Muslim leaders and 
influencers periodically. 
The Sangh has a specific 
arm called “Rashtriya 
Muslim Manch” for the 
“Muslim outreach”. The 
RSS chief had recently 
also met Maulana Arshad 
Madani of the Jamiat 
Ulema Hind, and an-
other group of Muslims 
in Mumbai before that 
in 2019. Bhagwat also 
keeps making occasional 
conciliatory remarks. 
Recent is his advice to 
Hindus to “stop looking 
for a shivling under every 
mosque” in the context 
of the Gyanvapi mosque 
controversy. A very wel-
come statement indeed, 
and was taken as such. 
But how much have all 
these periodic meeting, 
and occasional concilia-

tory comments mattered 
on ground? A sarsangh-
chalak is no small deal. 
The RSS boss holds a lot 
of sway over the swam-
sevaks, the government, 
the social and religious 
bodies representing Hin-
dus. His good words 
must translate into some 
concrete changes on the 
ground: in the attitudes of 
the RSS-BJP state gov-
ernments, on its foot sol-
diers, on hundreds of its 
offshoots. Have we seen 
that happening? Sadly, 
no. Bhagwat visited the 
Delhi madrasa at a time 
when BJP governments in 
UP and Assam, which are 
full of Sangh functionar-
ies, have been targeting 
madrasas in the most bla-
tant manner. Will his visit 
send the needed signal to 
these state governments? 
Or will it remain a photo-
op, headline event? Dur-
ing his interaction with 
the Delhi madrasa stu-
dents, Bhagwat told them 
to study both Quran and 
Geeta. Will he welcome 
a Muslim cleric to one 
of his shakhas and advise 
swamsevaks or Saraswati 
Shishu Mandir students 
to also read the Quran 
and Bible along with the 
Bhagwad Geeta? He also 
reportedly said at the ma-
drasa, and at the meet 
with Muslim intellectu-
als, that work needs to be 
done to erase many mis-
conceptions that Muslims 
have about Hindus. Have 

we ever seen the Sangh to 
work towards misconcep-
tions and prejudices that 
common Hindus have 
towards Muslims? To-
day, Muslims feel threat-
ened and targeted under 
a regime that has many 
lifelong swamsevaks at 
the very top. Bhagwat 
also needs to relay the 
message of reconcilia-
tion and harmony down 
that lane. His followers, 
both online and on the 
ground, take immense 
pleasure in degrading, 
demonizing, and harm-
ing Muslims day in and 
day out. Sangh follow-
ers in various institutions 
aid and abet this targeting 
and daily humiliation. 
Bhagwat’s buddies in the 
governments instigate the 
lynch mobs and celebrate 
the bloodbath. The line 
of Bhagwat’s arguments 
in both these meetings 
was to put Muslims in a 
corner and to paint them 
as a problem. That Mus-
lims need to do X, Y, Z 
to become acceptable to 
the Hindu majority. And 
that’s the basic RSS phi-
losophy: that the Mus-
lims must merge their 
identity into the larger 
Hindu identity, which, in 
Bhagwat’s worldview, is 
also the sole Indian iden-
tity. The RSS doesn’t cel-
ebrate diversity, it seeks 
uniformity through a 
convergence of all other 
identities into a Hindu 
cultural identity.

 Didi’s Solo Plan For 2024 Can Work 
If She Nails Bengal

In a big blow to oppo-
sition unity, Mamata 
Banerjee, chief of Trin-
amool Congress (TMC), 
has announced she will 
fight the 2024 election 
“alone with the peo-
ple’s support”. A loss in 
by-polls in home state 
Bengal, a dismal perfor-
mance in the northeast-
ern states and the failure 
to emerge as the nucleus 
of the opposition seems 
to have driven this deci-
sion. After the shock loss 
in the Sagardighi by-poll 
by 23,000 votes, Mamata 
accused the BJP, CPM 
and Congress of stitching 
together an “unholy alli-
ance” to defeat the TMC, 
resulting in a trust deficit 
situation. In its 25th foun-
dation year, Trinamool 
now aims to spread its 
wings outside Bengal 
and take a shot at becom-
ing the principal opposi-
tion party at the centre, 
taking advantage of a 
weakened Congress. It is 
the fourth largest party in 
Lok Sabha and third larg-
est in Rajya Sabha. It has 
the third highest number 
of MLAs in India. West 
Bengal sends the third 
highest number of MPs 
to Parliament (42) after 
UP (80) and Maharashtra 
(48). A sweep in Bengal, 
the party hopes, will put 
it in pole position in an 
opposition-led govern-
ment, if the BJP falls 
short of the magical fig-

ure. The TMC has had a 
remarkable stint ruling 
Bengal for 13 out of the 
25 years of its existence. 
It has emerged as the real 
Congress in the state. Af-
ter the BJP made signifi-
cant inroads in the state 
in the 2019 general elec-
tions, reducing TMC’s 
tally from 34 to 22, Ma-
mata’s party recorded a 
stupendous 3/4th major-
ity victory in the 2021 
state election, crushing 
the BJP. The TMC hopes 
to outdo itself in the 2024 
general election. After its 
2021 victory, the party 
launched its national am-
bitions, chalking out an 
expansion plan in small 
and northeastern states. 
That plan has had limited 
success. Its high-pitch 
campaign in Goa in 2022 
- “Gonychi Navi Sakal” - 
yielded not even a single 
seat. In Tripura, which 
has more than 60 per cent 
Bengali speaking popu-
lation, the party’s vote 
share (0.88%) was lower 
than the None Of The 
Above option or NOTA 
(1.36%). Despite taking 
over the entire Congress 
party in Meghalaya, it 
failed to better the Con-
gress tally of five and its 
14 per cent vote share. 
Challenges galore, party 
banking on luck? The 
TMC doesn’t have any 
presence in any other 
state except for a few 
northeastern states that 

do not send many MPs 
to parliament. It doesn’t 
appear to be building or-
ganisational blocks like 
AAP in states outside 
Bengal or finalising alli-
ances with smaller par-
ties. The TMC doesn’t 
have cadre, leaders, vot-
ers or supporters outside 
Bengal. In 2019, 99.8% 
of the votes for Trin-
amool came from Ben-
gal. The TMC is primar-
ily banking on poaching 
leaders from the Con-
gress or other parties. 
Leaders like Yashwant 
Sinha, Shatrughan Sinha, 
Luizinho Falerio, Mukul 
Sangma, Majid Menon 
are well past their prime. 
Inorganic growth has its 
limitations as new join-
ers do not share the same 
ideology and are seen as 
opportunistic. Mamata 
doesn’t enjoy significant 
appeal outside Bengal; 
coming from a non-Hindi 
background hinders her 
expansion plans in other 
states. Neither is she the 
tallest woman leader in 
the country - the party 
hasn’t made this pro-
jection yet. The imple-
mentation of the Bengal 
model of development 
all over the country is 
questionable. AAP today 
has a larger national pres-
ence than the TMC. Most 
regional parties harbour 
prime ministerial ambi-
tions and are unlikely to 
let Didi call the shots if 

the BJP falls short of the 
magic figure. K Chan-
drasekhar Rao or KCR 
has launched a national 
party and is making every 
effort to emerge as the 
pivot of a non-Congress, 
non-BJP front, giving 
stiff competition to Ma-
mata. Mamata’s relation-
ship with the Gandhis has 
soured with the poaching 
of Congress MLAs. Oth-
er regional parties too are 
wary of Trinamool’s na-
tional ambitions, like Ni-
tish Kumar, Arvind Ke-
jriwal and KCR. With no 
significant presence out-
side Bengal and Megha-
laya, Mamata lacks the 
moral right to lead any 
front in a hung parlia-
ment scenario. Leaders 
nursing prime ministe-
rial ambitions may not 
accept her as leader. This 
is where numbers matter. 
The TMC hopes to be in 
the reckoning if it bags 
40-odd seats in Bengal. 
However, it is a tall task. 
The by-poll results show 
that the Congress and 
Left alliance could make 
some dent in her minor-
ity and poor/lower socio-
economic class vote bank 
in 2024. So, the TMC will 
primarily bank on invok-
ing the Bengali pride dur-
ing the polls. The Lef t 
parties are likely t o 
play a role in the forma-
tion of any non-BJP, non-
Congress government.
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North Korea’s Military Drills “Simulating 
A Nuclear Counterattack”

Seoul: North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un 
led two days of mili-
tary drills “simulating a 
nuclear counterattack”, 
including the firing of a 
ballistic missile carrying 
a mock nuclear warhead, 
state news agency KCNA 
reported Monday. Kim 
expressed “satisfaction” 
over the weekend drills, 
which were held to “let 
relevant units get familiar 
with the procedures and 
processes for implement-
ing their tactical nuclear 
attack missions”, the re-
port said. The drills were 
the fourth show of force 
from Pyongyang in a 
week and came as South 
Korea and the United 
States stage their own 
military manoeuvres -- 11 
days of joint drills known 
as Freedom Shield, their 
largest in five years. 
North Korea views all 
such exercises as rehears-
als for invasion and has 
repeatedly warned it 
would take “overwhelm-
ing” action in response. 
Saturday and Sunday’s 
drills were divided into 

exercises simulating the 
shift to a nuclear counter-
attack posture and a drill 
for “launching a tactical 
ballistic missile tipped 
with a mock nuclear war-
head”, KCNA said. “The 
missile was tipped with 
a test warhead simulat-
ing a nuclear warhead,” 
it added later, without 
giving further details. 
Seoul’s joint chiefs of 
staff said Sunday that 
the short-range ballistic 
missile fired by Pyong-
yang flew 800 kilome-
tres (500 miles) before 
landing in the East Sea, 
also known as the Sea of 
Japan. They branded it 
a “serious provocation” 

that violated United Na-
tions sanctions and said 
it was being analysed by 
US and South Korean in-
telligence. Tokyo has also 
condemned the launch, 
as did the US military’s 
Indo-Pacific Command. 
Seoul and Washington 
have ramped up defence 
cooperation in the face 
of growing military and 
nuclear threats from the 
North, which has con-
ducted a series of banned 
weapons tests in recent 
months. The flurry of ag-
gression by Pyongyang 
has also pushed Seoul 
and Tokyo to mend fenc-
es over historical disputes 
and try to boost.

LAHORE: Interior Min-
ister Rana Sanaullah 
hinted that legal proceed-
ings could be initiated 
to declare former prime 
minister Imran Khan`s 
political party Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) a 
banned outfit, Tribune 
reported. Speaking at a 
press conference in La-
hore on Saturday, Rana 
said that the legal team 
of the ruling Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) was examin-
ing the matter in light of 
several revelations that 
could lead to a reference 
being filed against the 
party. He however clari-
fied that it is ultimately up 
to the courts to officially 
ban a political party. Ac-
cording to him, Punjab 
Police along with other 
law enforcement agen-
cies conducted an opera-
tion against the “no-go 
area” in Lahore where a 
purported political leader 
had allegedly created an 
“atmosphere of fear”. 
Sanaullah said that the 
action was taken after re-

sistance was encountered 
during the execution of 
court orders, leading to 
concerns about a possible 
terrorist organisation`s 
presence, Tribune report-
ed. “The operation re-
sulted in the clearance of 
the no-go area in Zaman 
Park. Despite having a 
search warrant, officials 
did not enter the residen-
tial area,” he added. The 
interior minister said that 
65 people have been ar-
rested from the outer part 
of the building, most of 
them do not belong to 
Punjab and their role is 
suspicious. He further 
said that guns, petrol 
bomb-making equip-
ment, slingshots and oth-
er weapons were recov-
ered from Zaman Park. 
Earlier on Saturday, the 
Punjab police launched 
a surprise search opera-
tion at Imran`s residence, 
hours after he left to ap-
pear before a local court 
in Islamabad, and arrest-
ed several party workers. 
Former Punjab chief min-
ister and Pakistan Teh-

reek-e-Insaf president 
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi 
termed police raid at Za-
man Park a grave viola-
tion of the Lahore High 
court orders and said 
that the police operation 
in Zaman Park was car-
ried out on the direction 
of Maryam Nawaz and 
Rana Sanaullah. The PTI 
lead!ership has strongly 
condemned the “state ter-
rorism” launched at the 
residence of party chair-
man Imran Khan which 
they said was “part of a 
London Plan to eliminate 
him”, the Dawn reported. 
Tribune reported that 
the Capital City Police 
Officer (CCPO) Lahore 
himself monitored the 
operation as the police 
used heavy machinery to 
break down the gate of 
PTI chief Imran Khan`s 
residence. Police were 
accompanied by water 
cannons, bulldozers, and 
a prisoner van. They soon 
demolished PTI camps 
in the area with the help 
of cranes and removed 
barriers and containers.

Punjab Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP) Dr 
Usman Anwar said that 
weapons were recovered 
during today`s search 
operation. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Easy Gold Loans, 
Low Interest IN_IIFL 
Add a ‘Dr.’ to your name 
Golden Gate Univer-
sity “We have recovered 
weapons from Imran 
Khan`s house. There are 
more arms present there. 
An impression was be-
ing given that it is a 
no-go area but we have 
cleared it,” the Punjab 
IGP said during a press 
conference, flanked by 
Caretaker Punjab Minis-
ter for Information Amir 
Mir. He said that there 
were also some bunkers 
constructed at Zaman 
Park whereas some bul-
let-proof equipment was 
also found. He added that 
all illegal encroachments 
have also been removed, 
Tribune reported. Legal 
proceedings against Im-
ran Khan began after he 
was ousted from.

Israel, Palestine Hold Key Meet To Ease 
Tensions, US Welcomes Move

Washington: US Presi-
dent Joe Biden on Sunday 
spoke with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu over the phone 
after the Sharm El Sheikh 
meeting between officials 
of Israel and the Palestin-
ian Authority. During the 
call, Joe Biden welcomed 
the meeting between se-
nior political and secu-
rity officials from Israel, 
the Palestinian Author-

ity, Egypt, Jordan, and 
the United States with an 
aim to reduce tensions, 
the White House said 
in a readout of the call. 
Joe Biden reinforced the 
need for all sides to take 
urgent, collaborative 
steps to enhance security 
coordination, condemn 
all acts of terrorism, and 
maintain the viability 
of a two-state solution, 
the White House said. 

Video Player is loading. 
“The President also un-
derscored his belief that 
democratic values have 
always been, and must 
remain, a hallmark of the 
US-Israel relationship, 
that democratic societ-
ies are strengthened by 
genuine checks and bal-
ances, and that funda-
mental changes should 
be pursued with the 
broadest possible base of 
popular support,” it said. 
According to the White 
House, Joe Biden offered 
support for efforts under-
way in Israel to forge a 
compromise on proposed 
judicial reforms consis-
tent with those core prin-
ciples. “The two leaders 
also discussed tensions 
and violence in the West 
Bank,” it said. Joe Biden 
reiterated his unwavering 
commitment to Israel’s 
security and the ongo-
ing cooperation between 
the two national security 
teams, including to coun-
ter all threats posed by 
Iran. Both leaders agreed 

to stay in regular contact 
over the coming weeks, 
the White House said. 
“The participants noted 
that meetings at this level 
have not taken place in 
nearly a decade, and that 
these meetings are build-
ing toward establishing a 
series of understandings 
upon which to de-esca-
late tension,” Adrienne 
Watson, a spokesperson 
for the National Security 
Council, White House, 
said in a separate state-
ment. We welcome the 
meeting and understand-
ings reached today in 
Sharm El Sheikh be-
tween senior political and 
security officials of Israel 
and the Palestinian Au-
thority,” he said adding 
that this was the second 
such meeting in this for-
mat, with participation 
by senior officials from 
the United States, Egypt, 
and Jordan, following the 
gathering in Aqaba three 
weeks ago. “We look for-
ward to continuing these 
discussions.

Kenya To Curb Alcohol Abuse 
With ‘One Pub Per Town’ Plan

Japanese PM Fumio Kishida To Begin Two-Day 
India Visit On Monday

New Delhi: Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida will be on a 
2-day India visit start-
ing Monday (March 20) 
morning that will focus 
on strengthening the Spe-
cial Strategic and Global 
Partnership between the 
two countries. Kishida’s 
itinerary includes crucial 
talks with Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
delivering the 41st Sapru 
House Lecture on Indo-
Pacific, and visiting the 
Bodhi Tree at Delhi’s 
Buddha Jayanti Park. He 
is expected to lay out his 
vision of Indo-Pacific 
during his lecture. The 
Bodhi Tree is of signifi-
cant importance, as it is 
a sapling from the Holy 
Bodhi Tree, under which 
the Buddha attained 
enlightenment. It was 

gifted by the then Prime 
Minister of Sri Lanka, 
Sirimavo Bandaranaike, 
and planted by India’s 
then Prime Minister, 
Lal Bahadur Shastri, in 
1964. The 81-acre Bud-
dha Jayanti Park, located 
in Delhi’s central ridge, 
is a popular attraction 
for tourists and locals 
alike. India and Japan 
share a Special Strategic 
and Global Partnership, 
which has been elevated 
over the years to signify 
the growing importance 
of the relationship. An-
nual Summits and 2+2 
Foreign and Defence 
Ministerial Meetings are 
held between the two 
countries to discuss vari-
ous areas of cooperation, 
including defence and se-
curity, trade and invest-
ment, S&T, education, 

healthcare, and critical 
and emerging technolo-
gies. Defence and secu-
rity cooperation between 
India and Japan have 
been growing. Recent 
milestones in this area in-
clude the successful con-
duct of the first fighter jet 
exercise “Veer Guardian” 
in January 2023, and the 
4th “Dharma Guardian” 
army exercise, which 
was conducted for the 
first time in Japan. Mari-
time security coopera-
tion and Navy-to-Navy 
cooperation have also 
seen significant progress, 
with several joint exer-
cises conducted between 
the two countries. Japan 
is a significant inves-
tor in India, and the two 
countries have set up 
Japan Industrial Town-
ships (JITs) to promote 

economic partnership, 
investment, industry, and 
infrastructure develop-
ment. The two countries 
also have a Comprehen-
sive Economic Partner-
ship Agreement (CEPA) 
that covers various areas, 
including trade in goods 
and services, movement 
of natural persons, in-
vestments, and intellec-
tual property rights. Skill 
development and move-
ment of skilled workers 

from India to Japan is an 
area where complemen-
tarities between the two 
economies exist. Several 
Memorandums of Coop-
eration have been signed 
between India and Japan 
to facilitate the same. 
Kishida’s visit comes at 
a time.when India and 
Japan are holding im-
portant discussions on a 
range of issues, includ-
ing the rapidly changing 
geopolitical landscape.

In a bid to reduce alco-
hol abuse in the country, 
Kenya’s deputy president 
Rigathi Gachagua has in-
structed county govern-
ments to allow only one 
pub per town. Accord-
ing to the BBC, Central 
Kenya has been battling 
what the government 
warns is an alcohol and 
drugs epidemic. The of-
ficials have not provided 
any data to back this 
claim but they have stat-
ed that there is a problem, 
which they blame on the 
high number of unregu-
lated bars and pubs and 
an influx of cheap, illicit 
brews. Now, citing this 
rise in the region’s illegal 
brew industry, Mr Ga-
chagua announced, “Bars 
and restaurants should be 
given one per town. The 
rest should be closed and 

operate in the evening 
from 5pm to 11pm”. “We 
cannot watch our chil-
dren being killed by il-
licit brews when there are 
administrators. We want 
the chiefs to help us make 
sure we bring this to an 
end,”  Mr Gachagua add-
ed as per the BBC. Sepa-
rately, Nyandarua County 
Women Representative 
Faith Gitau claimed that 
individuals have turned 
to producing their own 
counterfeit brands. Only 
600 of the 2,600 bars and 
other alcohol-sales busi-
nesses that are now open 
are licenced to sell alco-
hol in  Nyandarua County 
as of late last year, she 
noted, according to Ke-
nya news Agency. “We 
should stop focusing on 
the seller of the illicit 
brew but also on their 

source in order to deal 
with the problem once 
and for all,” Ms Gitau 
said, adding, “The county 
administration should 
also wake up and relook 
on the issue of licensing 
to reduce the numbers of 
outlets and control the al-
cohol being sold”. Also 
Read | Rolls-Royce To 
Build A Nuclear Reactor 
On Moon, Receives 2.9 
Million Pounds Fund-
ing PromotedListen to 
the latest songs, only on 
JioSaavn.com Governor 
Moses Kiarie Badilisha 
also stated that his office 
would review the roles 
controlling the issuing 
of licenses to restrict the 
number of alcohol stores. 
He claimed that the alco-
hol menace has led to a 
breakdown in the social 
order. “It is no longer ten-

Donald Trump Says He Expects To Be Arrested Over 
Hush Money Paid To Porn Star Stormy Daniels

NEW YORK: Former 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump on Saturday said 
he expects to be arrest-
ed on Tuesday as New 
York prosecutors con-
sider charges over a hush 
money payment to a porn 
star, and called on his 
supporters to protest. “Il-
legal leaks from a corrupt 
& highly political Man-
hattan district attorney’s 
office ... indicate that, 
with no crime being able 
to be proven ... the far & 
away leading Republican 
candidate & former pres-
ident of the United States 
of America, will be ar-
rested on Tuesday of next 

week,” Trump wrote on 
Truth Social. A spokes-
man for Trump said the 
former president had not 
been notified of any ar-
rest. Trump provided no 
evidence of leaks from 
the district attorney’s of-
fice and did not discuss 
the possible charges in 
his post. “Protest, take 
our nation back!” said 
Trump, whose supporters 
stormed the U.S. Capi-
tol building on January 
6, 2021, to try to over-
turn his 2020 presiden-
tial election defeat. The 
probe comes as Trump 
seeks the Republican 
nomination for the presi-

dency in 2024. No U.S. 
president - while in of-
fice or afterward - has 
faced criminal charges. 
Trump has said he will 
continue campaigning 
even if he is charged with 
a crime. A spokesperson 
for Manhattan District 
Attorney Alvin Bragg, 
whose office has been 
investigating a $130,000 
hush payment Trump’s 
former personal lawyer 
Michael Cohen made to 
porn actor Stormy Dan-
iels, declined to com-
ment. Sources have said 
Bragg’s office has been 
presenting evidence to a 
grand jury about the pay-
ment, which came in the 
waning days of Trump’s 
2016 campaign in ex-
change for Daniels’ si-
lence about an affair she 
said she had with Trump 
a decade earlier. Trump 
has denied the affair hap-
pened and called the in-
vestigation by Bragg, a 
Democrat, a witch hunt. 
An additional witness is 
expected to appear be-
fore the grand jury on 
Monday, at the request 

of Trump’s lawyers, a 
person familiar with the 
matter said on Saturday. 
Trump’s statement that 
he expected to be arrest-
ed on Tuesday is based 
on news reports that 
Bragg’s office is going 
to be meeting with law 
enforcement to prepare 
for a possible indictment, 
said the person, who 
spoke on the condition 
of anonymity. The Re-
publican speaker of the 
U.S. House of Represen-
tatives, Kevin McCar-
thy, on Saturday decried 
the investigation. “Here 
we go again — an out-
rageous abuse of power 
by a radical DA who lets 
violent criminals walk as 
he pursues political ven-
geance against President 
Trump,” McCarthy said 
on Twitter. McCarthy’s 
predecessor as speaker, 
Democratic Representa-
tive Nancy Pelosi, who 
like McCarthy was pres-
ent at the Capitol when 
hundreds of Trump sup-
porters stormed the build-
ing, battling with police, 
denounced Trump’s call. 

“The former president’s 
announcement this morn-
ing is reckless: doing so 
to keep himself in the 
news and to foment un-
rest among his support-
ers,” Pelosi said in a state-
ment. “He cannot hide 
from his violations of the 
law, disrespect for our 
elections and incitements 
to violence.” Trump’s 
former vice president 
Mike Pence told ABC 
News Trump’s possible 
indictment “just feels 
like a politically charged 
prosecution here.” Asked 
about Trump’s call for 
people to protest if he 
is indicted, Pence said 
he thinks protesters will 
understand “they need to 
do so peacefully and in a 
lawful manner.” Bragg’s 
office earlier this month 
invited Trump to testify 
before the grand jury 
probing the payment, 
which legal experts said 
was a sign that an indict-
ment was close. Trump 
declined the offer, the 
person familiar with the 
matter said. Bragg ad-
dressed.

More Trouble For Imran Khan? Pakistan 
Government Mulling Legal Options To Ban PTI
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North Korea’s Military Drills “Simulating 
A Nuclear Counterattack”

Seoul: North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un 
led two days of mili-
tary drills “simulating a 
nuclear counterattack”, 
including the firing of a 
ballistic missile carrying 
a mock nuclear warhead, 
state news agency KCNA 
reported Monday. Kim 
expressed “satisfaction” 
over the weekend drills, 
which were held to “let 
relevant units get familiar 
with the procedures and 
processes for implement-
ing their tactical nuclear 
attack missions”, the re-
port said. The drills were 
the fourth show of force 
from Pyongyang in a 
week and came as South 
Korea and the United 
States stage their own 
military manoeuvres -- 11 
days of joint drills known 
as Freedom Shield, their 
largest in five years. 
North Korea views all 
such exercises as rehears-
als for invasion and has 
repeatedly warned it 
would take “overwhelm-
ing” action in response. 
Saturday and Sunday’s 
drills were divided into 

exercises simulating the 
shift to a nuclear counter-
attack posture and a drill 
for “launching a tactical 
ballistic missile tipped 
with a mock nuclear war-
head”, KCNA said. “The 
missile was tipped with 
a test warhead simulat-
ing a nuclear warhead,” 
it added later, without 
giving further details. 
Seoul’s joint chiefs of 
staff said Sunday that 
the short-range ballistic 
missile fired by Pyong-
yang flew 800 kilome-
tres (500 miles) before 
landing in the East Sea, 
also known as the Sea of 
Japan. They branded it 
a “serious provocation” 

that violated United Na-
tions sanctions and said 
it was being analysed by 
US and South Korean in-
telligence. Tokyo has also 
condemned the launch, 
as did the US military’s 
Indo-Pacific Command. 
Seoul and Washington 
have ramped up defence 
cooperation in the face 
of growing military and 
nuclear threats from the 
North, which has con-
ducted a series of banned 
weapons tests in recent 
months. The flurry of ag-
gression by Pyongyang 
has also pushed Seoul 
and Tokyo to mend fenc-
es over historical disputes 
and try to boost.

LAHORE: Interior Min-
ister Rana Sanaullah 
hinted that legal proceed-
ings could be initiated 
to declare former prime 
minister Imran Khan`s 
political party Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) a 
banned outfit, Tribune 
reported. Speaking at a 
press conference in La-
hore on Saturday, Rana 
said that the legal team 
of the ruling Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) was examin-
ing the matter in light of 
several revelations that 
could lead to a reference 
being filed against the 
party. He however clari-
fied that it is ultimately up 
to the courts to officially 
ban a political party. Ac-
cording to him, Punjab 
Police along with other 
law enforcement agen-
cies conducted an opera-
tion against the “no-go 
area” in Lahore where a 
purported political leader 
had allegedly created an 
“atmosphere of fear”. 
Sanaullah said that the 
action was taken after re-

sistance was encountered 
during the execution of 
court orders, leading to 
concerns about a possible 
terrorist organisation`s 
presence, Tribune report-
ed. “The operation re-
sulted in the clearance of 
the no-go area in Zaman 
Park. Despite having a 
search warrant, officials 
did not enter the residen-
tial area,” he added. The 
interior minister said that 
65 people have been ar-
rested from the outer part 
of the building, most of 
them do not belong to 
Punjab and their role is 
suspicious. He further 
said that guns, petrol 
bomb-making equip-
ment, slingshots and oth-
er weapons were recov-
ered from Zaman Park. 
Earlier on Saturday, the 
Punjab police launched 
a surprise search opera-
tion at Imran`s residence, 
hours after he left to ap-
pear before a local court 
in Islamabad, and arrest-
ed several party workers. 
Former Punjab chief min-
ister and Pakistan Teh-

reek-e-Insaf president 
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi 
termed police raid at Za-
man Park a grave viola-
tion of the Lahore High 
court orders and said 
that the police operation 
in Zaman Park was car-
ried out on the direction 
of Maryam Nawaz and 
Rana Sanaullah. The PTI 
lead!ership has strongly 
condemned the “state ter-
rorism” launched at the 
residence of party chair-
man Imran Khan which 
they said was “part of a 
London Plan to eliminate 
him”, the Dawn reported. 
Tribune reported that 
the Capital City Police 
Officer (CCPO) Lahore 
himself monitored the 
operation as the police 
used heavy machinery to 
break down the gate of 
PTI chief Imran Khan`s 
residence. Police were 
accompanied by water 
cannons, bulldozers, and 
a prisoner van. They soon 
demolished PTI camps 
in the area with the help 
of cranes and removed 
barriers and containers.

Punjab Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP) Dr 
Usman Anwar said that 
weapons were recovered 
during today`s search 
operation. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Easy Gold Loans, 
Low Interest IN_IIFL 
Add a ‘Dr.’ to your name 
Golden Gate Univer-
sity “We have recovered 
weapons from Imran 
Khan`s house. There are 
more arms present there. 
An impression was be-
ing given that it is a 
no-go area but we have 
cleared it,” the Punjab 
IGP said during a press 
conference, flanked by 
Caretaker Punjab Minis-
ter for Information Amir 
Mir. He said that there 
were also some bunkers 
constructed at Zaman 
Park whereas some bul-
let-proof equipment was 
also found. He added that 
all illegal encroachments 
have also been removed, 
Tribune reported. Legal 
proceedings against Im-
ran Khan began after he 
was ousted from.

Israel, Palestine Hold Key Meet To Ease 
Tensions, US Welcomes Move

Washington: US Presi-
dent Joe Biden on Sunday 
spoke with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu over the phone 
after the Sharm El Sheikh 
meeting between officials 
of Israel and the Palestin-
ian Authority. During the 
call, Joe Biden welcomed 
the meeting between se-
nior political and secu-
rity officials from Israel, 
the Palestinian Author-

ity, Egypt, Jordan, and 
the United States with an 
aim to reduce tensions, 
the White House said 
in a readout of the call. 
Joe Biden reinforced the 
need for all sides to take 
urgent, collaborative 
steps to enhance security 
coordination, condemn 
all acts of terrorism, and 
maintain the viability 
of a two-state solution, 
the White House said. 

Video Player is loading. 
“The President also un-
derscored his belief that 
democratic values have 
always been, and must 
remain, a hallmark of the 
US-Israel relationship, 
that democratic societ-
ies are strengthened by 
genuine checks and bal-
ances, and that funda-
mental changes should 
be pursued with the 
broadest possible base of 
popular support,” it said. 
According to the White 
House, Joe Biden offered 
support for efforts under-
way in Israel to forge a 
compromise on proposed 
judicial reforms consis-
tent with those core prin-
ciples. “The two leaders 
also discussed tensions 
and violence in the West 
Bank,” it said. Joe Biden 
reiterated his unwavering 
commitment to Israel’s 
security and the ongo-
ing cooperation between 
the two national security 
teams, including to coun-
ter all threats posed by 
Iran. Both leaders agreed 

to stay in regular contact 
over the coming weeks, 
the White House said. 
“The participants noted 
that meetings at this level 
have not taken place in 
nearly a decade, and that 
these meetings are build-
ing toward establishing a 
series of understandings 
upon which to de-esca-
late tension,” Adrienne 
Watson, a spokesperson 
for the National Security 
Council, White House, 
said in a separate state-
ment. We welcome the 
meeting and understand-
ings reached today in 
Sharm El Sheikh be-
tween senior political and 
security officials of Israel 
and the Palestinian Au-
thority,” he said adding 
that this was the second 
such meeting in this for-
mat, with participation 
by senior officials from 
the United States, Egypt, 
and Jordan, following the 
gathering in Aqaba three 
weeks ago. “We look for-
ward to continuing these 
discussions.

Kenya To Curb Alcohol Abuse 
With ‘One Pub Per Town’ Plan

Japanese PM Fumio Kishida To Begin Two-Day 
India Visit On Monday

New Delhi: Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida will be on a 
2-day India visit start-
ing Monday (March 20) 
morning that will focus 
on strengthening the Spe-
cial Strategic and Global 
Partnership between the 
two countries. Kishida’s 
itinerary includes crucial 
talks with Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
delivering the 41st Sapru 
House Lecture on Indo-
Pacific, and visiting the 
Bodhi Tree at Delhi’s 
Buddha Jayanti Park. He 
is expected to lay out his 
vision of Indo-Pacific 
during his lecture. The 
Bodhi Tree is of signifi-
cant importance, as it is 
a sapling from the Holy 
Bodhi Tree, under which 
the Buddha attained 
enlightenment. It was 

gifted by the then Prime 
Minister of Sri Lanka, 
Sirimavo Bandaranaike, 
and planted by India’s 
then Prime Minister, 
Lal Bahadur Shastri, in 
1964. The 81-acre Bud-
dha Jayanti Park, located 
in Delhi’s central ridge, 
is a popular attraction 
for tourists and locals 
alike. India and Japan 
share a Special Strategic 
and Global Partnership, 
which has been elevated 
over the years to signify 
the growing importance 
of the relationship. An-
nual Summits and 2+2 
Foreign and Defence 
Ministerial Meetings are 
held between the two 
countries to discuss vari-
ous areas of cooperation, 
including defence and se-
curity, trade and invest-
ment, S&T, education, 

healthcare, and critical 
and emerging technolo-
gies. Defence and secu-
rity cooperation between 
India and Japan have 
been growing. Recent 
milestones in this area in-
clude the successful con-
duct of the first fighter jet 
exercise “Veer Guardian” 
in January 2023, and the 
4th “Dharma Guardian” 
army exercise, which 
was conducted for the 
first time in Japan. Mari-
time security coopera-
tion and Navy-to-Navy 
cooperation have also 
seen significant progress, 
with several joint exer-
cises conducted between 
the two countries. Japan 
is a significant inves-
tor in India, and the two 
countries have set up 
Japan Industrial Town-
ships (JITs) to promote 

economic partnership, 
investment, industry, and 
infrastructure develop-
ment. The two countries 
also have a Comprehen-
sive Economic Partner-
ship Agreement (CEPA) 
that covers various areas, 
including trade in goods 
and services, movement 
of natural persons, in-
vestments, and intellec-
tual property rights. Skill 
development and move-
ment of skilled workers 

from India to Japan is an 
area where complemen-
tarities between the two 
economies exist. Several 
Memorandums of Coop-
eration have been signed 
between India and Japan 
to facilitate the same. 
Kishida’s visit comes at 
a time.when India and 
Japan are holding im-
portant discussions on a 
range of issues, includ-
ing the rapidly changing 
geopolitical landscape.

In a bid to reduce alco-
hol abuse in the country, 
Kenya’s deputy president 
Rigathi Gachagua has in-
structed county govern-
ments to allow only one 
pub per town. Accord-
ing to the BBC, Central 
Kenya has been battling 
what the government 
warns is an alcohol and 
drugs epidemic. The of-
ficials have not provided 
any data to back this 
claim but they have stat-
ed that there is a problem, 
which they blame on the 
high number of unregu-
lated bars and pubs and 
an influx of cheap, illicit 
brews. Now, citing this 
rise in the region’s illegal 
brew industry, Mr Ga-
chagua announced, “Bars 
and restaurants should be 
given one per town. The 
rest should be closed and 

operate in the evening 
from 5pm to 11pm”. “We 
cannot watch our chil-
dren being killed by il-
licit brews when there are 
administrators. We want 
the chiefs to help us make 
sure we bring this to an 
end,”  Mr Gachagua add-
ed as per the BBC. Sepa-
rately, Nyandarua County 
Women Representative 
Faith Gitau claimed that 
individuals have turned 
to producing their own 
counterfeit brands. Only 
600 of the 2,600 bars and 
other alcohol-sales busi-
nesses that are now open 
are licenced to sell alco-
hol in  Nyandarua County 
as of late last year, she 
noted, according to Ke-
nya news Agency. “We 
should stop focusing on 
the seller of the illicit 
brew but also on their 

source in order to deal 
with the problem once 
and for all,” Ms Gitau 
said, adding, “The county 
administration should 
also wake up and relook 
on the issue of licensing 
to reduce the numbers of 
outlets and control the al-
cohol being sold”. Also 
Read | Rolls-Royce To 
Build A Nuclear Reactor 
On Moon, Receives 2.9 
Million Pounds Fund-
ing PromotedListen to 
the latest songs, only on 
JioSaavn.com Governor 
Moses Kiarie Badilisha 
also stated that his office 
would review the roles 
controlling the issuing 
of licenses to restrict the 
number of alcohol stores. 
He claimed that the alco-
hol menace has led to a 
breakdown in the social 
order. “It is no longer ten-

Donald Trump Says He Expects To Be Arrested Over 
Hush Money Paid To Porn Star Stormy Daniels

NEW YORK: Former 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump on Saturday said 
he expects to be arrest-
ed on Tuesday as New 
York prosecutors con-
sider charges over a hush 
money payment to a porn 
star, and called on his 
supporters to protest. “Il-
legal leaks from a corrupt 
& highly political Man-
hattan district attorney’s 
office ... indicate that, 
with no crime being able 
to be proven ... the far & 
away leading Republican 
candidate & former pres-
ident of the United States 
of America, will be ar-
rested on Tuesday of next 

week,” Trump wrote on 
Truth Social. A spokes-
man for Trump said the 
former president had not 
been notified of any ar-
rest. Trump provided no 
evidence of leaks from 
the district attorney’s of-
fice and did not discuss 
the possible charges in 
his post. “Protest, take 
our nation back!” said 
Trump, whose supporters 
stormed the U.S. Capi-
tol building on January 
6, 2021, to try to over-
turn his 2020 presiden-
tial election defeat. The 
probe comes as Trump 
seeks the Republican 
nomination for the presi-

dency in 2024. No U.S. 
president - while in of-
fice or afterward - has 
faced criminal charges. 
Trump has said he will 
continue campaigning 
even if he is charged with 
a crime. A spokesperson 
for Manhattan District 
Attorney Alvin Bragg, 
whose office has been 
investigating a $130,000 
hush payment Trump’s 
former personal lawyer 
Michael Cohen made to 
porn actor Stormy Dan-
iels, declined to com-
ment. Sources have said 
Bragg’s office has been 
presenting evidence to a 
grand jury about the pay-
ment, which came in the 
waning days of Trump’s 
2016 campaign in ex-
change for Daniels’ si-
lence about an affair she 
said she had with Trump 
a decade earlier. Trump 
has denied the affair hap-
pened and called the in-
vestigation by Bragg, a 
Democrat, a witch hunt. 
An additional witness is 
expected to appear be-
fore the grand jury on 
Monday, at the request 

of Trump’s lawyers, a 
person familiar with the 
matter said on Saturday. 
Trump’s statement that 
he expected to be arrest-
ed on Tuesday is based 
on news reports that 
Bragg’s office is going 
to be meeting with law 
enforcement to prepare 
for a possible indictment, 
said the person, who 
spoke on the condition 
of anonymity. The Re-
publican speaker of the 
U.S. House of Represen-
tatives, Kevin McCar-
thy, on Saturday decried 
the investigation. “Here 
we go again — an out-
rageous abuse of power 
by a radical DA who lets 
violent criminals walk as 
he pursues political ven-
geance against President 
Trump,” McCarthy said 
on Twitter. McCarthy’s 
predecessor as speaker, 
Democratic Representa-
tive Nancy Pelosi, who 
like McCarthy was pres-
ent at the Capitol when 
hundreds of Trump sup-
porters stormed the build-
ing, battling with police, 
denounced Trump’s call. 

“The former president’s 
announcement this morn-
ing is reckless: doing so 
to keep himself in the 
news and to foment un-
rest among his support-
ers,” Pelosi said in a state-
ment. “He cannot hide 
from his violations of the 
law, disrespect for our 
elections and incitements 
to violence.” Trump’s 
former vice president 
Mike Pence told ABC 
News Trump’s possible 
indictment “just feels 
like a politically charged 
prosecution here.” Asked 
about Trump’s call for 
people to protest if he 
is indicted, Pence said 
he thinks protesters will 
understand “they need to 
do so peacefully and in a 
lawful manner.” Bragg’s 
office earlier this month 
invited Trump to testify 
before the grand jury 
probing the payment, 
which legal experts said 
was a sign that an indict-
ment was close. Trump 
declined the offer, the 
person familiar with the 
matter said. Bragg ad-
dressed.

More Trouble For Imran Khan? Pakistan 
Government Mulling Legal Options To Ban PTI
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Google Stops Paying Remaining Maternity, 
Medical Leave For Sacked Workers

New Delhi: Google is 
reportedly indicating 
ex-employees who were 
laid off while on mater-

nity or medical leave that 
they will not be paid for 
the remainder of their 
time off. According to 

CNBC, sacked Google 
employees are asking the 
company to honour their 
approved medical time 

off. Over 100 former 
employees have formed 
a group called “Laid off 
on Leave”. They are re-
questing that executives 
compensate them for the 
weeks and months they 
were authorised to take 
off prior to the January 
job cuts. (Also Read: 
OpenAI CEO Sam Alt-
man Admits ChatGPT 
Can Eliminate Human 
Jobs) The group of ex-
employees wrote to exec-
utives, including Google 
CEO Sundar Pichai and 
Chief People Officer Fio-
na Cicconi, three times, 
most recently on March 
9, without receiving a 
response, said the report. 
People who have been 
approved for or are cur-
rently on maternity leave, 
baby bonding leave, 
caregiver’s leave, medi-
cal leave, or personal 
leave are included in this 
group. “We respectfully 

request a good faith ef-
fort to honour the terms 
of our original parental 
and/or disability leave ar-
rangements for all leaves 
that were approved as 
of January 20, 2023,” a 
group of laid-off staff-
ers, was quoted as say-
ing. Moreover, the report 
mentioned that Pichai and 
other leaders are urged to 
provide immediate clar-
ity on the matter because 
of an upcoming deadline. 
It is expected that offi-
cial severance terms will 
arrive by March 31 for 
those who were laid off 
while on medical leave. 
The company announced 
in January the elimina-
tion of 12,000 jobs, rep-
resenting about 6 per 
cent of its workforce, to 
reckon with slower sales 
growth after an extended 
period of expansion in 
the tech sector. Live Tv.

Customer Gripes Pile Up 
Against Online Delivery Boys

New Delhi: “I miss you lot, 
nice your beauty, wonderful 
behaviour,” a Delhi woman 
received these messages on 
her WhatsApp from a Swig-
gy agent, who had delivered 
groceries at her doorstep in 
June last year. Prapthi post-
ed a screenshot of the mes-
sage on her Twitter handle 
while narrating her ordeal. 
“I’m sure that most women 
on here can relate to this. I 
got a grocery delivery from 
Swiggy Instamart on Tues-
day night (June 14, 2022). 
The delivery guy sent me 
creepy messages on What-
sApp today (June 16, 2022). 
Not the first time, not the 
last time something like this 
is happening,” she had said 
in a series of tweets. “But I 
decided to something more 
than just blocking his num-
ber this time. So I contacted 
Swiggy Cares through the 
app and registered a com-
plaint. Surprisingly, all I 
received were generic re-
sponses which did nothing 
to ease my discomfort or re-
assure me of quick action”. 

“I hope Swiggy does better. 
Please do not take harass-
ment enabled by your app 
lightly. They know where 
we live. Support protocol 
must be reassuring to the 
complainant and put a stop 
to an incident quickly and 
for good before it escalates 
to more serious offences/
danger”. “I’ve been in a 
situation where an incident 
has escalated to being real 
physical threat because of 
inaction by LE agencies. 
So, this was a trigger. Now, 
inevitably, today’s incident 
will come to mind whenev-
er I order groceries/food late 
at night or when I’m alone 
at home”. However, in an-
other post a day later, she 
said that she had received 
a call from the Swiggy’s 
CEO office, who had as-
sured her to take all neces-
sary measures. “Post this 
thread, I was contacted by 
Swiggy’s escalation team 
yesterday and by their CEO 
Office today. They listened 
to me and assured that they 
would do take all the neces-

sary measures to stop this 
and to learn from this so as 
to prevent it from happen-
ing again,” she tweeted. No 
police complaint was filed 
in the case. According to a 
senior police official, when-
ever complaints of misbe-
haviour and harassment are 
received, strict action is 
taken against the accused. 
“We also keep in touch with 
the companies urging them 
to sensitise the delivery staff 
to avoid any untoward inci-
dent,” the official said. This 
is not the first case where 
such complaints of misbe-
haviour or harassment by 
the delivery agent with cus-
tomers had come to light, 
especially on social media. 
On March 15, a Twitter user 
in Delhi claimed that a man 
who was her Rapido driving 
partner sent her messages 
on WhatsApp around 1.25 
a.m. The tweet has been go-
ing viral with many users 
questioning the safety of 
women while sharing per-
sonal details on ride-hailing 
apps.

Jazeera Airways Operates First All-Women 
Crew Flight From Kuwait To Riyadh

New Delhi: Jazeera Air-
ways, Kuwait’s leading 
low-cost airline, became 
the first Kuwaiti carrier 
to fly with an all-women 
deck and cabin crew. The 
flight commemorating 
International Women’s 
Day flew from Kuwait to 
Riyadh, encouraging di-
versity, gender parity and 
women’s empowerment. 
This step is a significant 
achievement especially 
in an industry considered 
male oriented. The eight-
member crew including 
the pilot and co-pilot 
flew Jazeera’s A320neo 
carrying 172 passengers. 
This initiative by Jazeera 
Airways also highlights 
this year’s International 
Women’s Day theme to 
#EmbraceEquity.Seham 

Al Husaini, Board Mem-
ber, Jazeera Airways who 
was a passenger with the 
crew, said: “It’s been a 
pleasure to be a part of 
today’s all women flight 
to Riyadh on Internation-
al Women’s Day. I would 
like to congratulate the 
entire crew headed by 
Capt. Elif Guveyler and 
the amazing Jazeera team 
on the ground. The avia-
tion industry is one of the 
most exciting places to 
build a career and break 
barriers, I am hoping to be 
on many more flights led 
by women in the air and 
supported by women on 
the ground.” Powered By 
PlayUnmute Fullscreen 
Jazeera Airways first 
took off from Kuwait in 
2005 and now flies 19 

aircraft to 59 destinations 
across the Middle East, 
Central and South Asia, 
Africa, and Europe. With 
an employee base of over 
1,200 employees from 68 
nationalities, the airline 
encourages diversity, in-
clusion and gender parity. 
The airline is also com-
mitted to the Internation-
al Air Transport Associa-
tion (IATA) 25by2025, 
an initiative to change 
the gender balance with-
in the aviation industry. 
Rohit Ramachandran, 
CEO, Jazeera Airways, 
highlighted: “This year 
started with us announc-
ing record profits for the 
year which was followed 
by the launch of two new 
destinations and now this 
momentous flight. I truly 
appreciate our crew for 
their service every day. 
While it is a historic mo-
ment for us, for these 
hardworking women, it is 
just another day at work. 
At Jazeera, employees 
are the backbone of our 
company and we pride 
ourselves on being an 
equal opportunity em-
ployer. We believe that 
by valuing and absorbing 
diverse perspectives from 
employees, we can create 
a stronger, more innova-
tive, and more successful 
organization.”

Jayanti Chauhan To Head Bisleri After Tata Junks Acquisition
New Delhi: Bisleri In-
ternational chairman Ra-
mesh Chauhan has said 
in an interview that his 
daughter Jayanti Chau-
han will head the bottled 
water company. This 
comes days after Tata 
Consumer Products an-
nounced that it has called 
off the discussions with 
Bisleri International for 
the potential acquisi-
tion of the bottled-water 
giant.“Jayanti will run 
the company with our 
professional team and 
we do not want to sell 
the business,” said Chau-
han, in an interview with 
The Economic Times. 
Powered By PlayUnmute 
Fullscreen On Friday, 17 
March 2023, Tata Con-
sumer Products, in a stock 
exchange filing said, 
“The company wishes 
to update that it has now 
ceased negotiations with 
Bisleri with regard to a 
potential transaction and 
to confirm that the com-
pany has not entered into 
any definitive agreement 
or binding commitment 
on this matter.” Jayanti 
Chauhan, 42, is currently 
the vice chairperson at 
the company that her fa-
ther promoted and built. 
According to people with 
knowledge of the mat-
ter, she will work with 

the professional manage-
ment team led by Angelo 
George. Jayanti has been 
involved with the busi-
ness periodically over 
the years. Her focus has 
been the Vedika brand, 
part of Bisleri’s portfolio, 
has been her focus in re-
cent years. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Best Business Loan 
Provider Here. Loan Ap-
proval | Search Ads Extra 
online income chance 
for India residents. Re-
surveyed In November 
2022, India.com had re-
ported that Tata Group is 
in talks with Bisleri Inter-
national to buy the com-
pany for an estimated Rs 
6,000-Rs 7,000 crore. “I 
like the Tata culture of 
values and integrity and 
hence made up my mind 
despite the aggression 
shown by other inter-
ested buyers,” Ramesh 
Chauhan, the chairman 
of Bisleri International 
had then said in an inter-
view. On 1 March 2023, 
India.com reported that 
the two-year-old talks 
between Tata Consumer 
Products and Bisleri In-
ternational have hit a 
roadblock because of cer-
tain disagreements over 
the valuation of Bisleri. 
However, as per the latest 
report on ET that quoted 

sources, there were no 
disagreements about val-
uation. The deal with In-
dia’s largest bottled water 
brand was cancelled by 
Tata Consumer Products 
due to ‘indecisiveness.’ 
As per analysts men-
tioned in the report the 
promoters may change 

their minds in the future. 
“Let us wait and watch,” 
one of them told ET. “We 
are sure that interested 
buyers will continue to 
wait for an opportunity to 
buy the brand,” he added. 
Tata Consumer Products’ 
managing director Sunil 
D’Souza stated on recent 

earnings calls that acqui-
sitions remain a core part 
of the company’s growth 
strategy. “The company 
will now focus on build-
ing its existing bottled 
water portfolio of Hima-
layan, Tata Copper Plus 
Water and Tata Gluco,” 
one of the executives.

Key Things To Know About The Historic Deal 
Between UBS & Credit Suisse

Disney Instructs Managers To 
Identify Layoff Candidates

New Delhi: Entertain-
ment giant Disney has 
directed managers to 
propose budget cuts and 
compile lists of employ-
ees who will be laid off 
in the coming weeks, 
the media reported. It is 
unclear whether Disney 
will start laying off em-
ployees in small batches 
or lay off thousands all 
at once, but the company 
will announce that at least 
4,000 current employees 
will be laid off some-
time in April, reports 
Business Insider, citing 
sources. The planned 
job cuts were announced 
ahead of Disney`s annual 
meeting on April 3. The 
entertainment giant also 
announced a reduction 
in general entertainment 
aimed at adults and that it 
is considering options for 

what to do with Hulu, the 
streaming service that 
specialises in general-
entertainment shows and 
is owned two-thirds by 
Disney and one-third by 
Comcast Corp, the report 
said. (Also Read: Tax-
Saving Investment Op-
tions: Check out These 5 
Schemes With High Re-
turn) In February, CEO 
Bob Iger announced to 
lay off 7,000 employees 
as Disney looks to save 
billions of dollars by re-
structuring the compa-
ny, cutting content, and 
trimming payroll. (Also 
Read: Tax-Saving In-
vestment Options: Check 
out These 5 Schemes 
With High Return) Dis-
ney expects to deliver 
approximately $3 billion 
in savings over the next 
few years, excluding 

sports. He said that under 
the strategic reorganisa-
tion, there will be three 
core business segments: 
Disney Entertainment, 
ESPN and Disney Parks, 
Experiences and Prod-
ucts. “This reorganisa-
tion will result in a more 
cost-effective, coordinat-
ed and streamlined ap-
proach to our operations 
and we are committed to 
running our businesses 
more efficiently, espe-
cially in a challenging 
economic environment. 
In that regard, we are 
targeting $5.5 billion of 
cost savings across the 
company,” said the CEO. 
$5.5 billion of cost sav-
ings across the compa-
ny,” said the CEO. $5.5 
billion of cost savings 
across the company,” 
said the CEO.

New Delhi: Swiss-based 
multinational investment 
bank UBS Group AG  
has agreed to take over 
its crisis-hit banking ri-
val Credit Suisse for $3.2 
billion. The government-
brokered deal was nego-
tiated in hurry over the 

weekend before the Asian 
markets opens.KEY 
THINGS TO KNOW 
ABOUT UBS-CREDIT 
SUISSE DEAL UBS is 
paying 3 billion francs 
($3.3 billion) for its rival 
in an all-share deal that 
includes extensive gov-

ernment guarantees and 
liquidity provisions. The 
price per share marked a 
99 per cent decline from 
Credit Suisse’s peak in 
2007. The Winner: Ralph 
Hamers-led UBS has 
emerged as the winner 
in the deal as the bank’s 

wealth and asset man-
agement invested assets 
have soared to about $5 
trillion and got a special 
waiver to keep Credit 
Suisse’s profitable Swiss 
unit that many analysts 
said was worth more than 
triple what UBS paid for 
the whole firm. Credit 
Suisse will lose nearly 
16 billion francs ($17.3 
billion) of its bonds as 
this deal has triggered an 
agreement with Europe-
an bank regulators that is 
designed to wipe out the 
bonds if a bank’s capi-
tal falls below a certain 
level. UBS had sought 
aa $6 billion guarantee 
from the Swiss govern-
ment to cover the risks 
involved in the takeover 
of Credit Suisse, as per 

a Reuters report quot-
ing sources. One of the 
sources mentioned in the 
Reuters report added that 
the combination of two 
banks, Credit Suisse and 
UBS, will lead to the lay-
off of nearly 10,000 em-
ployees. Credit Suisse, 
the 167-year-old banking 
giant, is the biggest name 
that has yet emerged in 
the turmoil unleashed by 
the collapse of US lend-
ers Silicon Valley Bank 
and Signature Bank over 
the past week. Authori-
ties have been forced 
to take extraordinary 
measures to keep banks 
afloat as the collapse of 
these banking majors has 
spurred a rout in banking 
stocks.
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Barcelona Strike In Stoppage Time To Beat 
Real Madrid, Edge Close To La Liga Title

Closer than ever to the 
title, Barcelona finished 
the last Spanish league 
‘clasico’ of the season by 
celebrating on the field 
at Camp Nou. Real Ma-
drid was left complain-
ing about the refereeing 
after seeing its chances 
of retaining the title all 
but end. Barcelona took 
a major step toward win-
ning its first league title 
since 2019 after coming 
from behind to beat Ma-
drid 2-1 on Sunday, with 
Franck Kessié scoring in 
stoppage time to give the 

Catalan club the home 
victory and a 12-point 
lead over second-place 
Madrid with 12 matches 
to go. Barcelona’s players 
huddled and celebrated in 
front of its jubilant fans 
after the final whistle. 
WATCH Franck Kessie’s 
92nd minute goal vs Real 
Madrid HERE… Bar-
celona was saved by the 
VAR for the second con-
secutive game, as Madrid 
had a potential go-ahead 
goal by Marco Asensio 
called back in the 81st 
minute because of off-

side. Last week, it edged 
Athletic Bilbao when 
an 87th-minute equal-
izer by Athletic forward 
Iñaki Williams was disal-
lowed by video review. 
“We are still not sure that 
it was an offside,” Ma-
drid coach Carlo Ance-
lotti said about Asensio’s 
goal. “It didn’t look to be 
100% an offside. We will 
go back to Madrid with 
that doubt.” Barcelona 
coach Xavi disagreed. “It 
was clearly offside, I’m 
surprised by Ancelotti’s 
comments,” he said. “It’s 
either offside or it isn’t. 
There is no debate. The 
result was fair.” Barce-
lona went into the match 
still facing criticism over 
its payments of several 
millions of dollars over 
several years to the for-
mer vice president of the 
country’s refereeing com-
mittee. Prosecutors have 
formally accused Barce-
lona of alleged corrup-
tion, fraudulent manage-

ment and falsification of 
documentation. Madrid 
is among the clubs siding 
against Barcelona in the 
legal proceedings, as is 
the Spanish government, 
the league and the soccer 
federation. Barcelona has 
consistently denied any 
wrongdoing or conflict 
of interest, saying it paid 
for technical reports on 
referees but never tried 
to influence their deci-
sions in games. Madrid 
needed a win to give it-
self a realistic chance of 
catching Barcelona and 
defending its title. “We’ll 
keep fighting,” Ma-
drid goalkeeper Thibaut 
Courtois said. “But we 
have to be honest, it’s a 
four-game advantage. 
It’s not impossible but 
its going to be difficult.” 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like Easy 
Gold Loans, Low Inter-
est IN_IIFL Call Center 
Services India Best Call 
Center Barcelona.

Lionel Messi’s PSG Vs Rennes Live Streaming: When 
And Where To Watch 1 Match

Lionel Messi’s Paris 
Saint-Germain (PSG) are 
set to host Rennes in their 
Ligue 1 fixture on Sun-
day night (March 19) at 
the Parc des Princes. The 
rivalry between these 
two clubs began in 1972 
and since then, it is an 
intense affair whenever 
the two teams face each 
other. The French cham-
pions hold the edge as 
they have won 70 percent 
of their meetings against 
Rennes. Lionel Messi 
and Kylian Mbappe will 
be keen on getting their 
names on the scoresheet 
after the recent failure 
in the UEFA Champi-
ons League. PSG fans 
were furious at the star 
trio of Neymar, Mbappe 
and Messi after another 
failure in the Europe-
an competition. ALSO 
READ: Lionel Messi’s 
PSG Exit Rumour In-
tensifies After Alleged 
Fight With Club’s Man-
ager; Footballer’s Father 
Says THIS Checkout the 

livestreaming details of 
Lionel Messi’s PSG vs 
Rennes Ligue 1 match 
below Where can I watch 
the Ligue 1 League match 
between Paris Saint-Ger-
main (PSG) vs Rennes? 
The Ligue 1 League 
match between Paris 
Saint-Germain (PSG) 
and Rennes will live tele-
cast on Viacom18 Media. 
(ElClasico: Real Madrid 
Star Karim Benzema To 
Miss Clash Against FC 
Barcelona? Coach Carlo 
Ancelotti Provides Injury 
Update) by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Easy Gold Loans, 
Low Interest IN_IIFL 
Call Center Services 
Best Call Center Where 
will the Paris Saint-Ger-
main (PSG) and Rennes 
Ligue 1 match going to 
be played? The Ligue 1 
League match between 
Paris Saint-Germain 
(PSG) and Rennes will 
be played at Parc des 
Princes, Paris. When 
will the Ligue 1 League 

match between Paris 
Saint-Germain (PSG) 
vs Rennes played? The 
Ligue 1 League match 
between Paris Saint-Ger-
main (PSG) and Rennes 
will be played on Sun-
day (March 19) from 
9:35 PM (IST). How can 
I live stream the Ligue 1 
League match between 
Paris Saint-Germain 
(PSG) vs Rennes in In-
dia? The Ligue 1 League 
match between Paris 

Saint-Germain (PSG) 
and Rennes will be live-
streamed on Voot. PSG 
vs Rennes Predicted 11 
PSG: Gianluigi Don-
narumma, Timothee 
Pembele, Sergio Ra-
mos, Marquinhos, Juan 
Bernat, Danilo, Marco 
Veratti, Vitinha, Lio-
nel Messi, Mbappe, 
Ekitike. Rennes: Man-
danda; Traore, Wooh, 
Rodon, Theate, Truffert; 
Bourigeaud,

Carlos Alcaraz beats Daniil Medvedev to win 
Indian Wells trophy, displaces Djokovic

Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz 
swept past Daniil Med-
vedev 6-3, 6-2 on Sun-
day to win the Indian 
Wells ATP Masters 1000 
and secure his return to 
number one in the world. 
US Open champion Al-
caraz ended Medvedev’s 
19-match winning streak, 
denying him a fourth title 
in as many tournaments 
to ensure he will supplant 
Australian Open champi-
on Novak Djokovic atop 
the rankings. “It feels 
amazing to lift the tro-
phy here, to recover the 
No. 1,” Alcaraz said. “I 
would say this has been 
the perfect tournament.” 
Serbia’s Djokovic, barred 
from entering the United 
States because he hasn’t 
been vaccinated against 
Covid-19, sat out Indian 
Wells and will miss the 
Miami Open starting 
this week, where Alcaraz 

is the defending cham-
pion. Also Read: India’s 
Rohan Bopanna creates 
history, becomes oldest 
player to win ATP Mas-
ters 1000 Alcaraz, 19, 
who became the young-
est world number one 
ever after his triumph at 
Flushing Meadows last 
year, claimed his third 
Masters 1000 title and 
joined compatriot Rafael 
Nadal as the only play-
ers to win at least three 
as a teenager. Nadal won 
six before turning 20. 
He was unstoppable on 
Stadium Court, breaking 
through what he’d called 
the “wall” of Medvedev’s 
formidable defenses. 
Medvedev, coming off 
titles in Rotterdam, Doha 
and Dubai, could find no 
answer as Alcaraz fired 
winners from all over the 
court, defying the windy 
conditions. “Daniil obvi-

ously didn’t play at his 
best level, but I’m very 
happy for my perfor-
mance and how I played 
this tournament.” He said 
the big change in him 
since a semi-final defeat 
to Nadal last year at In-
dian Wells was his com-
fort level on the game’s 
biggest stages. “I think 
my tennis didn’t improve 
so much since last year. 
What I improve a lot is to 
not take the pressure, just 
to play relaxed. That, for 
me, is the most important 
thing. “That’s why I show 
a great level, because I 
feel like I have no pres-
sure. I enjoy.” Medvedev 
certainly wasn’t able to 
ratchet up the pressure on 
him. A stinging backhand 
winner gave Alcaraz an 
early break in the open-
ing set as he raced to a 
3-0 lead. He gave himself 
a set point with a sharply 

angled forehand vol-
ley and sealed it with an 
unreturnable serve, then 
won the first 10 points 
of the second set on the 
way to a 4-0 lead. He 
didn’t face a break point 
as he polished it off in 
one hour and 11 minutes, 
a diving volley winner 
giving him match point 
that he converted with 
another service winner. 
Not easy “I expected a 
tougher match,” he said. 
“Against him is always 
a tactic match, and I did 
perfect today. That’s 
why it looks easy -- but 
it wasn’t.” Alcaraz has 
returned to number one 
despite a late start to the 
year. Injury forced him 
to miss the Australian 
Open, where Djokovic 
claimed a record-equal-
ling 22nd Grand Slam 
title. Since launching his 
season in February.

Women’s World Boxing Championship: Nikhat 
Zareen, Manisha Moun Cruise Into Quarters

India’s top pugilists 
Nikhat Zareen and Mani-
sha Moun dominated pro-
ceedings on Day 4 of the 
Mahindra IBA Women’s 
World Boxing Champi-
onships and advanced 
to the pre-quarterfinals 
after securing identi-
cal wins by unanimous 
decision at the Indira 
Gandhi Sports Complex 
on Sunday (March 19). 
Being at her razor-sharp 
best, Nikhat toppled the 
top seed Boualam Rou-
maysa of Algeria with a 
5-0 victory in the 50kg 
category. The reigning 
World Champion assert-
ed her dominance over 

the Algerian from the 
get-go and landed accu-
rate, powerful punches to 
have the first round to her 
name. The 26-year-old 
maintained her momen-
tum from the first round 
in scintillating fashion 
and kept her opponent 
at bay in the next two 
rounds as well to earn the 
win by unanimous deci-
sion. Speaking after her 
stellar victory, Nikhat 
said, “My strategy today 
was to dominate a little 
from the first round it-
self as she (Roumaysa) 
is the top seed and had an 
advantage. I have never 
played against her be-

fore but I have seen her 
bouts previously. She is 
a fighter and she gets ag-
gressive if one goes in 
close range with her so 
my strategy was to play 
from distance. There 
was some clinching from 
time to time but in the 
end, I won so I am happy. 
Nikhat will now take on 
Mexico`s Herrera Alva-
rez Fatima in what will 
be a rematch of last edi-
tion’s Round of 32 bout 
between the two pugi-
lists. Similar to Nikhat, 
the 2022 World Cham-
pionships bronze med-
allist Manisha (57kg) 
also recorded a 5-0 win 
by ousting Tina Rahimi 
of Australia. marking 
a successful day at the 
office for India. Start-
ing on the front foot, the 
25-year-old pugilist from 
Haryana was in cruise 
control throughout the 
bout and gave her oppo-
nent no chance to make 
a comeback. “While we 
had planned the strategy 
for this bout beforehand, 

the coaches’ advice in 
between the bout helped 
me understand the op-
position’s mindset, land 
my punches perfectly 
and conserve my energy. 
I am here to fight and feel 
great carrying the weight 
of the country on my 
shoulders. I would like to 
thank the amazing sup-
port from Indians which 
has been crucial in help-
ing the women boxers 
reach pre-quarters,” said 
Manisha. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like IIFL Finance: Gold 
Loans, Business Loans 
& Persona IN_IIFL Call 
Center Services India 
https://bestcallcenter.in/ 
Manisha will next face 
Nur Elif Turhan of Tur-
key in the next round. 
Meanwhile, the 2016 
Rio Olympics bronze 
medallist Ingrit Valencia 
(50kg) of Colombia also 
began her campaign with 
a victory as she defeated 
Nziva Veronica Mbithe 
of Kenya with a Referee 
Stops Contest.

 India’s Jehan Daruvala In F2 Race; Finishes At 
Third Place In Saudi Arabia

India’s Jehan Daruvala 
raced to his 16th Formula 
2 podium with a hard-
fought third-place finish 
in Sprint race of the cham-
pionship’s Saudi Arabian 
round. The 24-year-old 
MP Motorsport driver 
started fifth and was 
hustling eventual win-
ner Ayumu Iwasa for the 
win but dropped to third 
just three laps from the 
end after making a daring 
bid for the lead that very 
nearly earned him his 
first win of the season. 

Still, he crossed the line 
just over a second behind 
Iwasa and less than half a 
second behind runner-up 
Victor Martins to score 
his second successive po-
dium around the barrier-
lined, high-speed sweeps 
of the Red Sea track. 
“To be honest, there are 
a bunch of mixed emo-
tions,” said Jehan after 
the race on Saturday. “I 
would definitely say I 
was disappointed I didn’t 
win because the car was 
very good and I had a 

lot of pace today?but 
also not disappointed be-
cause I took a lot of risks. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like 
Easy Gold Loans, Low 
Interest IN_IIFL Knee 
Surgeons Baffled: New 
₹2999 Device Relieves 
Years Of Knee Pain Pro-
Relax Massager “I have 
no regrets. I tried to win 
the race and, in the end, 
it didn’t pay off.” Jehan 
made a lightning start off 
the line but was boxed 
in by the Campos cars 
of Ralph Boschung and 
compatriot Kush Maini. 
A second-lap safety car 
that bunched the field up 
gave him a shot at pass-
ing Maini and Jehan duly 
seized the opportunity to 
muscle his way past his 
fellow Indian and set off 
in pursuit of Red Bull-
backed racer Jak Craw-
ford. Jehan despatched 
Crawford on Lap 7 just 
seconds before a collision 

between Theo Pourchaire 
and Oliver Bearman trig-
gered a second safety car 
period. Jehan was hot 
on second-placed Bosc-
hung’s heels as the race 
got underway. The Swiss 
racer was powerless to 
resist the MP Motors-
port racer’s charge as he 
swept around the outside 
of Turn 1 to take second. 
He then battled Iwasa, 
while also keeping the 
rapid Martins at bay, be-
fore ultimately having to 
concede after his turn 1 
gamble for a fifth F2 win 
failed to pay off. The po-
dium was Jehan’s first of 
the season. Set to move 
up one spot on the grid to 
fourth after a penalty for 
Theo Pourchaire, he has 
a good chance of com-
pleting a podium sweep. 
Jehan, however, is eyeing 
victory. “All in all, I’m 
happy,” he said. “I think I 
can even fight for the win 
tomorrow in the Feature 

Manchester United reach FA Cup semi-finals 
after chaotic 3-1 victory over Fulham

Manchester United set 
up a FA Cup semi-final 
against Brighton in re-
markable fashion as Ful-
ham captain Aleksandar 
Mitrovic was sent off for 
pushing the referee in a 
3-1 defeat at Old Trafford 
on Sunday. Mitrovic was 
shown one of three Ful-
ham red cards in a matter 
of seconds as he barged 
into Chris Kavanagh for 
awarding United a pen-
alty after a VAR review 
for Willian’s handball 
on the line. The Brazil-
ian was also dismissed, 
along with Fulham man-
ager Marco Silva on the 
touchline. United took 
advantage as two goals 
from Bruno Fernandes 
and Marcel Sabitzer’s 
first for the club kept Erik 
ten Hag’s men on course 
for a treble of cup com-
petitions. “Mitro should 
control his emotions a 
bit,” said Silva. “If he 
wants to give me the red 
card I have to accept it 
because he didn’t listen 
to me at all. As I left my 
area I have to accept it.” 
Fulham’s fury was partly 
born out of a penalty ap-

peal for a foul on Mitro-
vic in the first half that 
VAR did not intervene to 
award. “It is a shame the 
ref wasn’t shown VAR 
for the first-half mo-
ments,” added Silva. “It 
is difficult to be Fulham 
at Old Trafford, the VAR 
feels the pressure too.” 
The Cottagers had been 
on course to reach the last 
four for the first time in 
21 years when Mitrovic 
fired them ahead early in 
the second half. United 
needed goalkeeper David 
de Gea to make a remark-
able save to deny the 
Serbian a second before 
the tie completely turned 
on one incident 18 min-
utes from time. Willian 
used his hand to deflect 
Jadon Sancho’s shot be-
hind, preventing a certain 
goal. Kavanagh initially 
only gave a corner, but 
reversed his decision on 
seeing the replay to spark 
chaotic scenes. Silva was 
first to be shown red for 
approaching the official 
near the VAR monitor. 
Willian was then dis-
missed, but it is Mitro-
vic who faces the most 

severe ban after pushing 
the referee on the arm 
and then squaring up to 
Kavanagh. Fernandes 
coolly sent Bernd Leno 
the wrong way from the 
penalty spot to level. 
United quickly made the 
most of the two-man ad-
vantage as Luke Shaw 
crossed for Sabitzer to 
flick home. Fernandes 
inflicted the final blow 
as he blasted home in the 
sixth minute of added 
time to take United to 
Wembley on April 23. 
“This team has great 
character,” said Ten Hag 
after his side shrugged 
off the fatigue of play-
ing away to Real Betis 
in the Europa League 
on Thursday. “We are 

mentally and physically 
fit, and I’m happy with 
our progress as a team.” 
Brighton too good for 
Grimsby Earlier, Brigh-
ton dashed League Two 
Grimsby’s dreams of a 
trip to Wembley with a 
5-0 thrashing. Fourth-tier 
Grimsby had made his-
tory on their way to the 
quarter-finals by beating 
five sides from higher di-
visions. But Paul Hirst’s 
men were caught out 
by the class of in-form 
Brighton, who are eyeing 
the club’s first ever major 
trophy. The floodgates 
threatened to open when 
Deniz Undav scored for 
the Seagulls after just six 
minutes. Grimsby held 
out to limit.
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SS Rajamouli, Jr NTR, Ram Charan Made 
Oscars Producers Richer By USD 75,000

New Delhi: When ‘Naatu 
Naatu’ bagged the Oscar 
to become the first Indian 
and Asian song to re-
ceive the coveted award, 
the ‘RRR’ team led by 
director S.S. Rajamouli 
basked in the glory of 
the moment. But now it 
seems it came at a sig-
nificant cost. Being nom-
inees, music composer 
M.M. Keeravani (and 
wife Srivalli) and lyri-
cist Chandrabose were 
entitled to free seating at 
their allotted table, along 
with singers Rahul Sipli-
gunj and Kaala Bhairava, 
who performed on state, 
but other members of 

‘RRR’ team present at the 
95th Academy Awards in 
Los Angeles on March 13 
had to buy tickets to at-
tend the event. And the 
tickets came for $25,000 
(Rs 20.6 lakh) apiece. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like Easy 
Gold Loans, Low Interest 
IN_IIFL Learn Data Sci-
ence & Analytics without 
quitting your job. Great 
Learning Rajamouli 
with wife Rama, son 
Karthikeya and daugh-
ter-in-law, NTR Jr, who 
came sans wife Pranathi, 
Ram Charan and his 
wife Upasana Kamineni, 
and choreographer Prem 

Rakshith were present 
for the historic moment 
along with Keeravani, 
Chandrabose and the 
singers. That the ‘RRR’ 
team members had to buy 
tickets to the 95th Acad-
emy Awards was a shock 
to Indian fans, who were 
already upset that Raja-
mouli and others were 
seated at the rear, close to 
the exit, during the cere-
mony. They took to social 
media to register their 
displeasure. Though the 
viral heel-tapping hit cre-
ated history by winning 
a prestigious award, the 
on-stage performance of 
the song during the cere-
mony without any dancer 
of Indian descent has also 
sparked a row. Dancers of 
South Asian origin were 
outraged that Billy Mus-
tapha and Jason Glover, 
both Americans but not 
of South Asian descent, 
had replaced Junior NTR 
and Ram Charan, while 
choreographers Napo-

leon and Tabitha adapted 
Rakshith’s original cho-
reography. Junior NTR 
and Ram Charan were 
expected to perform on 
stage, but reportedly 
backed out due to mul-
tiple reasons. They did 
not feel comfortable rec-
reating the dance on the 
stage. Some reports attri-
bute this to the other pro-
fessional commitments of 
the actors and the limited 
time they had to rehearse. 
‘Naatu Naatu’ won the 
coveted award beating 
‘Applause’ from ‘Tell 
It Like a Woman’ (from 
the segment ‘Sharing A 
Ride’ by Leela Yadav), 
which, incidentally, fea-
tured Bollywood actress 
Jacqueline Fernandes; 
Lady Gaga’s ‘Hold My 
Hand’ (‘Top Gun: Mav-
erick’), Rihanna’s ‘Lift 
Me Up’ (‘Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever’) and 
‘This Is A Life’ by Son 
Lux, Mitski and David 
Byrne (‘Everything.

When a British actor told Zeenat Aman that 
she should get married immediately

Veteran actress Zeenat 
Aman is very active on 
Instagram nowadays. The 
71-year-old actress, who 
is known for her charm, 
elegance, and beauty, re-
cently made her debut on 
the photo-sharing app, 
and time and again, the 
actress is blessing our 
Insta feed with breath-
taking photos of her. 
However, on Saturday, 
Zeenat shared a throw-
back photo of her, that 
she found on the internet. 
Along with the photo, the 
actress got nostalgic and 
shared a story behind the 
picture and the advice 
that she got from a Brit-
ish actor. ‘’I’ve seen this 
image of myself floating 
around on the Internet, 
and thought it would be 
good to add some con-
text to it,’’ she wrote. In 
the caption, Aman wrote 
that the photo was taken 
during the ‘muhurat’ cer-
emony of the 1978 film 
Shalimar starring Dhar-

mendra, Shammi Kapoor 
and Hollywood star Rex 
Harrison. In the black 
and white picture, the 
actress is wearing a sil-
ver colour gown with a 
deep front and cut-outs. 
The silver attire, which 
was designed by Zeenat 
herself, was created by 
the renowned costume 
designer Mani Raba-
di. The caption reads, 
‘’The year was 1977, 
and the cast and crew of 
Krishna Shah’s Shalimar 
had gathered at the Turf 
Club in Mumbai for the 
film’s ‘muhurat’. It was 
a packed, high-profile 
event and everyone was 
dressed to the nines.’’ 
View this post on Ins-
tagram A post shared 
by Zeenat Aman (@
thezeenataman) × ‘’My 
glorious silver gown was 
created by renowned 
costume designer Mani 
Rabadi based on a de-
sign of my own making. 
Its plunging neckline and 

sleek silhouette certainly 
turned some heads. In 
fact, Mani literally sewed 
me into the gown to give 
it that exquisite fit.’’ At 
the end of the message, 
Zeenat shared an interest-
ing story about how Brit-
ish actor Rex Harrison, 
who was mesmerised by 
her beauty, gave her ad-
vice to get married im-
mediately because she 
was so beautiful. ‘’Brit-
ish actor Rex Harrison 
wasn’t at the event, but 

he was in the film. One 
day on set, he told me, 
‘A beautiful girl like you 
should get married im-
mediately’. I had a good 
laugh over that. And for 
the record, I think that’s 
a terrible reason to get 
married.’’ Recently, the 
actor walked on the ramp 
as the showstopper for 
fashion designer Shahin 
Mannan. With her daz-
zling appearance, Zeenat 
made some heads turn at 
the event.

Sonali Kulkarni apologises for calling Indian 
women ‘lazy’: ‘If unknowingly, caused pain’

Actress Sonali Kulkarni 
faced major backlash for 
her lazy women remark. 
Days after she got bru-
tally trolled for her com-
ments on modern Indian 
women, Sonali has fi-
nally issued an apology. 
On Sunday, the actress 
shared a long note on 
her Instagram account 
in which she apologised 
to all the Indian women 
for “unknowingly” hurt-
ing their sentiments. Her 
note reads: “Dear all, 
I’m overwhelmed with 
the feedback I’m receiv-
ing. I would like to thank 
all of you, especially the 
entire press and media 

for the extremely mature 
conduct of connecting 
with me. Being a woman 
myself, my intention was 
not to hurt other women. 
In fact, I have extensive-
ly expressed myself time 
and again in support of 
us and what is it being 
a woman. I’m grateful 
to all of you for reach-
ing out to me personally 
to appreciate or to criti-
cise. Hope we will be 
able to have more open 
exchange of thoughts.” 
She continued, “In my 
capacity I am trying to 
think, support and share 
warmth not only with 
women, but with the en-

tire mankind. It will be 
only strengthening if we 
women with our vulner-
abilities and wisdom 
shine through as fair and 
able beings. If we are in-
clusive and empathetic, 
we will be able to create 
a healthier, happier place 
to be.” Concluded the 
letter, Sonali wrote that 
she’s apologising rom 
the bottom of her heart, 
“Having said that, if un-
knowingly, I may have 
caused pain, I want to 
apologise from the bot-
tom of my heart. I do not 
thrive upon headlines 
neither do I want to be 
the center of sensational 
situations. I’m a diehard 
optimist and I strongly 
believe that life indeed 
is beautiful. Thanks for 
your patience and sup-
port. I have learned a 
lot from this incident.” 
Check her post here: 
View this post on Insta-
gram A post shared by 
Sonali Kulkarni (@son-
alikul) × At a press meet 
recently, Sonali gave a 
controversial comment 
on modern Indian wom-
en, as she called them 
lazy and how instead of 

working hard they want 
a rich husband and boy-
friend, who earn well. 
Kulkarni said, “Bharat 
mein bahut saari ladki-
yan aalsi hain (in India 
a lot of women are lazy). 
They want a boyfriend 
or husband, who earns 
well, owns a house and 
gets regular increments. 
But, in the middle of this, 
women forget to take 
a stand for themselves. 
Women don’t know what 
will they do. I urge ev-
eryone to bring up such 
women in your houses 
that are able and can earn 
for themselves. Who can 
say that yes, we want a 
new fridge in the house, 
you pay for half of it, I 
will pay the other half.” 
She further went on to 
add, “I think when boys 
turn 18, they have this 
pressure on them that the 
studies and fun are about 
to get over and now you 
have to earn. I feel like 
crying for my brothers 
and my husband. He got 
selected from the campus 
interview when he was 
all of 20 and he started 
earning.”

The Kashmir Files Bag The Award For 
‘Best Film Of The Year

Rani Mukerji-Starrer ‘Mrs Chatterjee v/s Norway’ 
Goes Well, While Kapil Sharma’s ‘Zwigato’ Struggles

New Delhi: Rani Muker-
ji-starrer `Mrs Chatterjee 
v/s Norway` and Kapil 
Sharma`s `Zwigato` 
were released on Friday 
(March 17). Helmed by 
Nandita Das, `Zwiga-
to` has received good 
reviews from critics, 
though, the box office 
numbers are not over-
whelming. On the other 
hand, Rani Mukerji`s 
movie had a mixed bag 
of reactions so far. How-
ever, the movie started on 
a promising note at the 
box office. Trade analyst 

Taran Adarsh tweeted on 
Saturday, “Released at 
limited screens [409] and 
shows, #Zwigato puts 
up a dull score on Day 
1... The word of mouth 
is positive, but it needs 
to convert into foot-
falls over the weekend... 
Fri Rs 42 lacs. #India 
biz.” On day 2, Zwigato 
raked 62 lakhs rupees. 
According to the esti-
mate given by Adarsh, 
“#Zwigato witnesses an 
upward trend on Day 2 
[+44.19%], but the 2-day 
total remains very low 

due to its biz on Day 
1... Biz needs to have a 
miraculous turnaround/
jump on Day 3 for a re-

spectable weekend to-
tal... Fri 43 lacs, Sat 62 
lacs. Total: Rs 1.05 cr..

New Delhi: Filmmaker 
Vivek Ranjan Agnihotri 
created examples of suc-
cess with his film The 
Kashmir files all across 
the globe, he is gear-
ing up for his next ‘The 
Vaccine War’ that is cur-
rently running into post-
production. As we saw 
filmmaker has been win-
ning accolades one after 
the other for ‘The Kash-
mir Files’, it just has add-
ed yet another glory to 
its book by winning the 
Iconic Gold Awards 2023 

for ‘Best Film Of The 
Year’. While the awards 
have been presented to 
Vivek Ranjan Agnihotri 
and Pallavi Joshi, the 
filmmaker dropped his 
sincere apologies for 
not being able to be part 
of the award ceremony 
due to his busy schedule 
with the post-production 
of  ‘The Vaccine War’. 
The filmmakers shared a 
poster of the Iconic Gold 
Awards 2023 featuring 
him and Pallavi Joshi and 
yet another picture.

Malaika Arora on her wedding plans with Arjun 
Kapoor: We are enjoying our pre-honeymoon phase

Malaika Arora and Arjun 
Kapoor are not in any 
hurry. One of the most 
talked about couples in 
the tinsel town, Arjun and 
Malaika have been dat-
ing each other for years 
now. The couple never 
shies away from showing 
their love to each other 
publicly, but one thing 
that they both have kept 
quiet about so far is their 
wedding plans. However, 
now Malaika has finally 
broken her silence and 
shared that they are in no 
hurry as they are current-
ly enjoying their ‘’pre-
honeymoon phase’’. Ma-
laika, who always stays 
in the news for her slay-
ing looks, addressed her 
relationship with Arjun 
during her recent appear-
ance on the India Today 
conclave. Talking about 
her relationship, Malaika 
said, “Why is marriage 
the be all and end all for 
everything? Marriage 
is something which is 
discussed between two 
people.’’ View this post 
on Instagram A post 
shared by Malaika Arora 
(@malaikaaroraofficial) 
× Further adding, the 
model-turned-actress 

said, ‘’If we have to take 
that plunge, we will think 
about it, we will decide 
and we will talk about it. 
In this moment, we are 
just loving our life. We 
are enjoying our pre-hon-
eymoon phase.’’ While 
speaking to the publica-
tion, Malaika, who has 
broken many old stereo-
types, opened up about 
dating a younger man, “I 
think it’s amazing. When 
I got divorced I was told 
that tag will always be 

there. To find love af-
ter getting divorced was 
another thing. And then 
finding love in a younger 
man, I was clearly told 
I have lost my marbles. 
I would just like to say 
that love doesn’t have 
an age.’’ Malaika and 
Arbaaz Khan got di-
vorced in 2017 ending 
their 19 years long mar-
riage. After this, she met 
Arjun, and they both fell 
in love with each other. 
She added, “If you fall 

in love, you fall in love. 
Irrespective of whether 
he is a younger man or 
older man, it should not 
define the space we are 
in. I am grateful that I 
found a partner who un-
derstands me. The fact 
that he is younger keeps 
me younger. I just feel on 
top of the world.” Arjun 
and Malaika have been 
dating for a while now 
and made their relation-
ship official in 2019


