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L-G forced his counsel on 
Delhi govt, says Kejriwal, 

day after win in SC’

How BJP Reacted To Man-
ish Sisodia’s Request To 
CBI To Defer Questioning

‘Pakistan-based terror-
ist Rinda was on video 

call with shooter during 
Mohali RPG attack’

President Murmu 
On Two-Day Visit 
Of Arunachal 
Pradesh For The 
37th Statehood 
Day

Delhi Feb19: President 
Droupadi Murmu will visit 
Arunachal Pradesh from 
February 20 to 21, the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan said 
in a statement on Sunday. 
The president will grace 
the 37th statehood day 
celebrations of Arunachal 
Pradesh and attend a civic 
reception to be hosted in 
her honour by the state 
government at Itanagar on 
Monday, it said. On Febru-
ary 21, President Murmu 
will address the special ses-
sion of Arunachal Pradesh 
Legislative Assembly in Ita-
ganar, it added.

Aim Must Be To Win All 48 Maha LS Seats, Shah Tells 
Tells BJP Workers; Slams Uddhav For ‘surrendering’ At Pawar’s Feet

Delhi Feb19: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Sunday set the Bharatiya 
Janata Party and its allies 
a target of winning all 48 
seats in Maharashtra in 
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls. 
Addressing a gathering of 
BJP workers in Kolhapur, 
he also lashed out at Shiv 
Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav 
Thackeray for “surrender-
ing at the feet of (Nation-
alist Party Congress chief ) 
Sharad Pawar” to become 
chief minister. Thackeray 
had broken the alliance 
with BJP after the 2019 As-

sembly poll results were 
declared claiming the latter 
had reneged on its promise 
to share the chief ministe-
rial tenure with the Shiv 
Sena. He teamed up with 
the NCP and Congress and 
led the Maha Vikas Aghadi, 
till a rebellion by Eknath 
Shinde brought it down in 
June last year. “In 2019, the 
BJP and its allies won 42 
out of 48 seats. This time, 
we should win all 48 seats,” 
Shah told his party workers. 
Attacking Thackeray, Shah 
said, “Hinduhriday Samrat 
Balasaheb Thackeray’s Shiv 

Sena was surrendered at 
the feet of Sharad Pawar. 
(Thackeray) contested As-
sembly elections with us 
with the largest cut-outs 
being that of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. But af-
ter the results were out, he 
(Thackeray) surrendered at 
the feet of Pawar.” “We are 
not greedy for power nor 
have we ever sacrificed our 
principles. The last Maha-
rashtra assembly election 
was contested under the 
leadership of then-chief 
minister Devendra Fad-
navis. PM Modi and I had 

openly said this during 
our rallies. Despite this, 
(Thackeray) joined hands 
with the opposition,” he 
added. Hailing the Elec-
tion Commission’s decision 
on Friday to recognise the 
Shinde faction as the real 
Shiv Sena and give it the 
bow and arrow symbol, 
Shah said they (The thac-
keray group) will now learn 
a lesson. “By deceit, you can 
attain power for a few days, 
but when it comes to the 
battlefield, you need the 
courage to win,” Shah said 
without naming .

Delhi Riots 2020: Court Frames Charges Against School, 4 Others
A group of individuals were accused of participating in a riotous mob that set fire to a 

school (DRP Public School), houses, and shops in the Dayalpur area on February 25, 2020
Delhi Feb19: A Delhi court 
has charged a school own-
er and four others of riot-
ing and arson in an alleged 
case of torching of prop-
erties and stone pelting 
during the 2020 northeast 
Delhi riots. The court was 
hearing a case against Fais-
al Farooq, the owner of Ra-
jdhani School, Md Parvez, 
Ashraf Ali, Sonu Saifi and 
Anis Qureshi. A group of 
individuals were accused 
of participating in a riot-
ous mob that set fire to a 
school (DRP Public School), 
houses, and shops in the 
Dayalpur area on February 
25, 2020. They were also ac-
cused of throwing stones 
and petrol bombs during 
the incident. According to 

the prosecution, the riot-
ous mob was “using Rajd-
hani School as a base for 
the purpose of throwing 
petrol bombs and pelting 
stones at the properties 
belonging to Hindus”. “I 
find that (all) accused per-
sons… are liable to be tried 
for offences punishable 
under sections 120B (crimi-

nal conspiracy) read with 
147 (rioting) 148 (rioting, 
armed with a deadly weap-
on), 153A (punishment 
for promoting enmity be-
tween different groups on 
the ground of religion, race, 
place of birth, residence, 
language), 427 (punish-
ment for committing mis-
chief and thereby caus-

ing loss or damage to the 
amount of ₹ 50 or upwards) 
and 436 (mischief by fire or 
explosive substance with 
intent to destroy house) 
of the Indian Penal Code,” 
Additional Sessions Judge 
Pulastya Pramachala said in 
a recent order. Farooq was 
also liable to be tried for 
offences under Indian Pe-
nal Code (IPC) sections 109 
(punishment of abetment 
if the act abetted is com-
mitted in consequence and 
where no express provision 
is made for its punishment) 
and 505 (statements con-
ducing to public mischief ), 
the judge said. According 
to the court, it was evident 
from the statements of 
multiple witnesses that the 

accused individual named 
Farooq had incited the 
mob to launch an attack on 
DRP School and cause its 
destruction, with the inten-
tion of “teaching a lesson 
to Hindus”. After Farooq al-
lowed his school to be used 
as a base by the riotous 
mob, arrangements were 
also made there to throw 
petrol bombs by catapult, 
the court said. It said that 
“all these acts of accused 
Faisal (Farooq) show that 
he had a meeting of mind 
with other members of 
the mob”. In this case, ac-
cused Parvez, Ashraf Ali, 
Sonu Saifi and Anis Qureshi 
indulged in targeting the 
properties.

Introspect Cause Of Defeat 
In Himachal Assembly Polls, 

Anurag Thakur Tells BJP Cadre

Delhi Feb19: Union Infor-
mation and Broadcasting 
Minister Anurag Thakur 
on Sunday exhorted the 
BJP cadre to introspect the 
reasons behind the party’s 
defeat in the Himachal 
Pradesh assembly elections 
and remove the shortcom-
ings ahead of next year’s 
Lok Sabha polls. Address-
ing party workers during a 
two-day residential meet-
ing of the BJP in Hamir-
pur, Thakur discussed the 
Centre’s achievements and 
its various schemes -- es-
pecially for the women, 

farmers, and the youth 
-- in the recent Union Bud-
get. The Centre has taken 
care of every section in the 
Budget and there are im-
mense possibilities for the 
development of all, he said. 
Thakur also attacked the 
Congress and said it won 
the assembly elections in 
Himachal Pradesh by lying 
to the public. “In just two 
months of forming the gov-
ernment, the Congress has 
taken a loan of more than 
Rs 3,000 crore,” he added. 
Before the elections, Con-
gress promised Rs 1,500 to 
every woman in the state 
but the number of benefi-
ciaries has been drastically 
reduced by changing the 
eligibility criteria, the BJP 
leader alleged. Thakur and 
other office-bearers also 
took part in a signature 
campaign against the de-
notification of institutions 
set up during the BJP re-
gime.

Asaduddin Owaisi Says Delhi 
Home Pelted With Stones By 

“Miscreants”

New Delhi: Feb19:  Uniden-
tified miscreants arrived at 
the All India Majlis-e-Itte-
hadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) 
chief Asaduddin Owaisi’s 
residence in the national 
capital and allegedly pelted 
stones at it, damaging win-
dows on Sunday evening, 
the police said. Following 
the incident, AIMIM Chief 
approached the police 
and lodged a complaint. In 
his complaint, Asaduddin 
Owaisi alleged that stones 
were pelted at his Delhi 
residence by some un-
known miscreants The inci-
dent happened at the Delhi 
residence of the AIMIM 
chief at Ashoka Road area 
at around 05.30pm. Fol-
lowing information, a team 
of Delhi police led by an 
Additional DCP visited his 

residence and collected 
evidence from the spot. 
Mr Owaisi in his complaint 
to Parliament Street Po-
lice Station alleged that a 
group of miscreants pelted 
stones at his residence 
and damaged windows. “I 
reached my residence at 
11:30 pm. Upon returning I 
found the glass of the win-
dows broken and stones/
rocks lying around. My do-
mestic help informed that a 
group of miscreants threw 
stones at around at the res-
idence around 5:30 pm,” A 
Owaisi alleged. The AIMIM 
chief also said that this is 
the fourth such attack at 
his residence. “This is the 
fourth time such an attack 
has taken place. The area 
surrounding my house has 
enough CCTV cameras, and 
the same may be accessed, 
and the culprits should be 
apprehended immediately. 
It is conceived that such 
acts of vandalism are hap-
pening in such a high-secu-
rity zone,” the letter further 
stated. “Immediate action 
must be taken, and the cul-
prits should be arrested at 
the earliest,” he added in 
the letter.

“Mogambo Khush Hua”: Uddhav Thackeray 
Taunts Amit Shah Over Sena Name Row

Mumbai:Feb19:  Shiv Sena 
faction chief Uddhav Thac-
keray, stripped of the party 
name and its election sym-
bol by the Election Com-
mission, ripped into the 
BJP and its chief strategist 
Amit Shah today with one 
of the best-known lines 
from the movie “Mr India” 
-- ‘Mogambo khush hua”. 
Mr Thackeray also targeted 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, saying when the Shiv 
Sainiks saved Mumbai dur-
ing the serial blasts of 1993, 
“Those talking of Hindutva 
now, where were they? Ad-
dress not known. Now they 
brag about 56-inch chest. 
Where was that 56-inch 
chest then? He was sweat-
ing,” he said. While once 

people wore “Modi masks 
at rallies, now it is PM Modi, 
who is after the mask of Bal-
asaheb Thackeray,” he add-
ed, pointing to the months-
long battle with the BJP 
and Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde for the legacy of his 
father. That battle was set-

tled in Mr Shinde’s favour 
by the Election Commis-
sion on Friday -- a decision 
that Mr Thackeray plans to 
challenge in the Supreme 
Court. “Yesterday, some-
one (Amit Shah) came to 
Pune. He asked how things 
are going in Maharashtra. 

Then someone said it was 
a very good day, because 
the name and symbol of 
Shiv Sena was given to the 
slaves who came with us. 
So he (Mr Shah) said very 
well, ‘Mogambo khush 
hua’,” Mr Thackeray said at 
a public meeting in Mum-
bai’s Andheri. “These are 
the Mogambos of today. 
Like the original Mogam-
bo, they want people to 
fight among each other, 
so they can enjoy power,” 
Mr Thackeray added, citing 
one of the iconic villains of 
Bollywood. The 62-year-
old former Chief Minister 
of Maharashtra, however, 
dubbed the poll body’s 
move a “good thing” since 
it has “enraged the people”. 

“They turned me out of my 
own house and the ver-
dict went in the favour of 
thieves,” he said, warning 
that if they are allowed to 
get away with it, this can 
be repeated with any other 
party. Mr Thackeray also 
had a stinging response to 
Amit Shah’s allegation that 
he had surrendered “at the 
feet of (Nationalist Party 
Congress chief ) Sharad 
Pawar” to become the Chief 
Minister. “In 2019, Uddhav 
Thackeray campaigned 
with us but when poll re-
sults came, he forgot about 
all the ideologies and fell 
on Sharad Pawar’s feet and 
requested to make him CM. 
BJP doesn’t have greed for 
power.

“Value Of My Time More Than That Of Adani, Tata, Ambani, Birla”: Ramdev
Ramdev was addressing a function organised to felicitate his aide Acharya Balkrishna in 

the presence of Chief Minister Pramod Sawant and Union Minister Shripad Naik.
Panaji: Feb19:  Corpo-
rates use 99 per cent of 
their time on self-interest, 
while the time of a seer is 
for the good of all, Yoga 
guru Ramdev said in Goa’s 
Panaji on Sunday. He also 
said the three days he was 
here were more valuable 
than the time of billionaire 
industrialists like Ambani 
and Adani. Ramdev was ad-
dressing a function organ-
ised to felicitate his aide 
Acharya Balkrishna in the 

presence of Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant and Union 
Minister Shripad Naik. “I 
have come here for three 
days from Haridwar. The 
value of my time is more 
than that of Adani, Ambani, 
Tata, and Birla. Corporates 
spend 99 per cent of their 
time in self-interest, where-
as a seer’s time is for com-
mon good,” he claimed. He 
hailed Balkrishna for reviv-
ing Patanjali from a sick 
company to a firm with a 

turnover of ₹ 40,000 crore 
this financial year due to his 
professional governance, 
transparent management 
and accountability. The 
dream of making India 
‘param vaibhavshali’ can 
be achieved by creating 
empires like Patanjali. man-
agement and accountabil-
ity. The dream of making 
India ‘param vaibhavshali’ 
can be achieved by creat-
ing empires like Patanjali.

“Can Be Heir To 
Property, Not 
Thoughts”: D 
Fadnavis’s Jibe 
Over Sena Row

Mumbai: Uddhav Thac-
keray claimed the Shiv 
Sena had rotted during 
its 25-year alliance with 
the Bharatiya Janata Party, 
while it has been decimat-
ed in its two-and-half-year 
alliance with the National-
ist Congress Party and Con-
gress, Maharashtra Deputy 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis quipped on Sun-
day. Speaking at a ‘Vijay 
Sankalp’ rally in Kolhapur 
in the presence of Union 
Home Minister and senior 
colleague Amit Shah, he 
said the “traitors” had been 
taught a lesson and shown 
their place six months ago, 
apparently a reference to 
the split in the Shiv Sena, 
which brought down the 
Uddhav Thackeray-led 
Maha Vikas Aghadi gov-
ernment. Taking a swipe 
at Thackeray, the deputy 
CM said, “Those who said 
they rotted in the 25-year 
alliance with the BJP have 
now seen their party fin-
ished in two-and-half years 
after joining hands with the 
NCP, Congress (to form the 
Maha Vikas Aghdi post the 
2019 Assembly poll results). 
They have been brought to 
the streets.” In an apparent 
attack on Thackeray’s re-
peated utterances that the 
party was founded by his 
father late Bal Thackeray, 
who groomed its leaders.



2 City Indian Horizon
            Monday|February 20 |2023

Harish Rao slams BJP government over 
medical colleges issue

Hyderabad: Coming 
down heavily on the BJP-
led union Government for 
not sanctioning medical 
colleges for Karimnagar 
and Khammam districts, 
Health Minister T Harish 
Rao said Telangana Gov-
ernment would estab-
lish government medical 
colleges in the two dis-
tricts this year with State 
funds. Stating that the ex-
isting colleges in Karim-
nagar and Khammam 
were private institutions, 
the Health Minister said 
the Telangana govern-
ment was requesting for 
government medical col-
leges in the two districts. 
ALSO READ Nirmala 
Sitharaman bid to cover 
up Centre’s discrimina-
tion towards Telangana 
Nirmala Sitharaman 
twists facts on sanction-
ing medical colleges to 
Telangana He asked the 
union government as to 
why government colleg-
es were not sanctioned 

for the two districts. “Is 
it not discrimination to-
wards Telangana. Are 
Karimnagar and Kham-
mam not part of India?,” 
asked Harish Rao. Peo-
ple of Karimnagar and 
Khammam would teach 
a fitting lesson to the BJP 
for failing to sanction 
medical colleges. Due to 
the union government’s 
discrimination, Telan-

gana was now losing 
nursing colleges as well, 
he pointed out. The BJP 
government was ada-
mant in sanctioning col-
leges and people should 
observe the opportunis-
tic politics of the saffron 
party, he said while ad-
dressing media persons 
at Gajwel on Friday. He 
also found fault with 
union Finance Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman for 
covering up BJP govern-
ment failures and pre-
senting Telangana gov-
ernment in a bad light. 
The union Finance Min-
ister during a programme 
in the city on Thursday 
had commented that 
Telangana’s debts were 
rising considerably. The 
State Government was 
obtaining loans as per 
the FRBM rules and the 
funds were being utilized 
for constructing projects 
and executing different 
development works, he 
said. In contrast, the BJP 
Government had incurred 
lakhs of crores debts and 
no major development 
works were taken up. 
Infact, crores was be-
ing paid as interests on 
the loans obtained, he 
explained, adding “If 
Telangana debts are in-
creasing, it is the union 
government, which needs 
to be blamed”. The Min-
ister said stressed that 

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao had laid 
threadbare the union gov-
ernment’s performance 
with facts and figures 
in the State Assembly. 
Slamming the BJP gov-
ernment for its anti-poor 
policies, the Health Min-
ister said the union bud-
get was nothing but jug-
glery of numbers. There 
was nothing substantial 
for the poor in the budget 
and interestingly taxes 
were cut down for the 
corporates, indicating 
the priorities of the BJP 
government, he said. He 
stated that the union gov-
ernment was sidelining 
the Finance Commission 
decisions and was meting 
injustice to Telangana. 
“If the BJP government is 
really committed towards 
Telangana, then the right-
ful funds of Rs.1.25 lakh 
crore should be released 
immediately. All the 
rights as per the AP Reor-
ganisation.

BTech (Hons) students eligible for 
PhD programme: JNTU-Hyderabad

Hyderabad: Undergradu-
ate engineering students 
of Jawaharlal Nehru 
Technological University 
(JNTU) – Hyderabad can 
now leapfrog into a PhD 
programme by earning 
a BTech Hons degree. 
Starting next academic 
year, the university will 
be conferring BTech 
Hons degree on students 
who secure a total 178 
credits i.e., 160 credits 
for normal BTech and 
additional 18 credits in 
the same discipline. For 
instance, Computer Sci-
ence and Engineering stu-
dents securing additional 
18 credits by completing 
a course in the same dis-
cipline along with 160 
credits will be awarded 
BTech Hons degree. This 
way the students can by-
pass pursuing the MTech 
programme, which is 
presently mandatory for 
PhD admissions. JNTU-
Hyderabad instructs 
colleges to ensure 20 
credits in each semester 
The move by the univer-
sity comes following the 

University Grants Com-
mission tweaking the 
PhD eligibility norms 
and allowing candidates 
with four-year or eight 
semester bachelor’s de-
gree with research work 
and a minimum CGPA 
of 7.5 out of 10 to pursue 
PhD. “From next aca-
demic year, students with 
BTech Hons degree will 
be given eligibility for 
PhD admissions. Such 
students have to clear 
the entrance test and 
enroll for the PhD pro-
gramme,” JNTU-H Vice 
Chancellor Prof. Katta 
Narasimha Reddy told 
‘Telangana Today’. On 
the other hand, students 
completing additional 18 
credits outside the dis-
cipline will be awarded 
BTech along with a mi-
nor degree in the disci-
pline concerned. For ex-
ample, an undergraduate 
Mechanical Engineering 
student pursuing a minor 
in Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) and Machine Learn-
ing (ML) will be granted 
a BTech in Mechanical 

Engineering with a minor 
in AI and ML. PhD pro-
grammes in private col-
leges too: Another ma-
jor decision that will aid 
more candidates pursue 
doctoral programmes, 
the university has de-
cided to allow private au-
tonomous and affiliated 
colleges to enroll PhD 
students. However, such 
colleges must have pro-
fessors in the discipline 
concerned and establish 
a research centre. These 
colleges will be allowed 
to conduct their own en-
trance test but selection 
of students will be done 
by a panel comprising 
subject experts from the 
university. Each profes-
sor can guide a maxi-
mum of eight research 
scholars. Presently, the 
university campus and 
affiliated colleges enroll 
PhD students. The move 
to allow private autono-
mous and affiliated col-
leges to offer PhD pro-
grammes will ease the 
burden on the university. 

Mancherial: Masterminds of spurious cotton 
seed business evade arrest

Mancherial: Even as po-
lice and officials of the 
Agriculture department 
are cracking down on 
smugglers of spurious 
cotton seeds, they are 
drawing flak for failing 
to eradicate the menace 
and nab the key players 
behind the crime. Police 
and officials of the Agri-
culture department joint-
ly conduct awareness 
meetings with farmers 
and authorized dealers of 
seeds over consequences 
of trading spurious cot-
ton seeds ahead of com-
mencement of agricul-
ture season in a year. 
They are also cracking 
the whip against smug-
glers of the seeds by 
chalking out an action 

plan and working in tan-
dem. Special task force 
teams were formed to 
curb the menace. ALSO 
READ Podu lands: KCR 
rekindles hopes of tribals 
Mancherial Library Cor-
poration approves annual 
budget of Rs 55 lakh On 
an average, 33 cases were 
booked against offenders 
every year from 2019 to 
2022. Around 5,000 kilo-
grams of the seeds were 
seized in the district ev-
ery year while Preven-
tive Detention (PD) cases 
were registered against 
habitual traders. Ironi-
cally, the menace goes 
on unabated. One of the 
reasons is that the official 
machinery has not been 
able to nab the master-

minds behind the illegal 
business. “Merely book-
ing cases against drivers 
of vehicles and small-
time smugglers cannot 
wipe out the menace. 
Police and officials of the 
agriculture department 
should identify the sourc-
es of the seeds and mas-
terminds who indulge 
in the crime. They can 
visit States from where 
the seeds are being im-
ported to the district,” an 
official said. It is learnt 
that the masterminds are 
procuring spurious cot-
ton seeds from Kurnool, 
Guntur and other parts 
of Andhra Pradesh and 
neighboring Maharash-
tra, Karnataka apart from 
Mahabubnagar and Na-

lgonda much before the 
beginning of a season. 
They are hiding the con-
signments in warehouses 
before recruiting agents 
in rural parts to sell the 
seeds. They transport 
the seeds by trolleys, 
jeeps and cars at night 
to hoodwink law enforc-
ing agencies by offering 
huge wages to drivers. 
Bheemini, Thandur hubs 
of spurious seeds Both 
Bheemini and Thandur 
mandals in Mancherial 
district are considered 
to be hubs of the men-
ace. Evidently, a major 
portion of cases were 
reported in these two 
mandals. Rebbena and 
Kaghaznagar of Kumram 
Bheem Asifabad district 

too are said to be key 
areas, from where smug-
glers easily target farm-
ers of several villages. 
When asked, Ramagun-
dam Commissioner of 
Police Rema Rajeshwari 
told ‘Telangana Today’ 
that surveillance had in-
creased like never be-
fore. Task force teams 
have been revamped. 
They were trained and 
guided as to how to de-
tect smugglers and to nab 
the offenders. A special 
focus was being laid on 
convicting the criminals. 
Similarly, police were 
coordinating with neigh-
boring districts, she said. 
Similarly, police were 
coordinating with neigh-
boring districts.

T-Hub, HAL to support startups 
in aerospace and defence

Hyderabad: Startup eco-
sytem enabler T-Hub an-
nounced a partnership 
with aerospace company 
Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL) to sup-
port startups in the aero-
space and defence com-
posite market. HAL will 
assist startups in building 
proof of concepts (PoC). 
T-Hub will provide ac-
cess to niche technologi-

cal areas, mentorship, 
training, and support 
services to help startups 
succeed. Telangana hosts 
StateStreet team at T-Hub 
“By leveraging HAL’s 
expertise and T-Hub’s 
resources, startups can 
gain support and guid-
ance to bring their ideas 
to market. We are hope-
ful our partnership will 
foster a culture of inno-

vation and entrepreneur-
ship in India’s aerospace 
sector, driving growth 
and creating new oppor-
tunities,” said M Srini-
vas Rao, CEO, T-HUB. 
“We anticipating that this 
partnership will help the 
country and HAL in par-
ticular to achieve self-
reliance in cutting edge 
defence technologies,” 
said Dr D K Sunil, Direc-
tor (Engineering, R&D), 
HAL. HAL has insti-
tuted a funding mecha-
nism wherein 2% of the 
operating profit after tax 
is earmarked for startup 
engagement. HAL is fo-
cusing on research and 
development, indigenisa-
tion, and startup corpus, a 
release said.

 Debt ridden man steals uncle’s gold, heldSCCL undertakes Flue Gas Desulphurization project 
with Rs 696 crore to make STPP pollution-free

Hyderabad: The Singar-
eni Collieries Company 
Limited (SCCL), as 
part of its environment-
friendly mining initia-
tives, has undertaken the 
construction of a subsid-
iary project called Flue 
Gas Desulphurization 
(FGD) at a cost of Rs.696 
crore to make the Singar-
eni Thermal Power Plant 
(STPP) a completely pol-
lution-free facility. This 
is the first project being 
constructed in the State 
following the directives 
of the union Ministry of 
Environment and For-

ests.

Hyderabad-based PES 
Engineers Private Lim-
ited has undertaken the 
construction of the proj-
ect through the tender 
process and has already 
completed 20 percent of 
the works.Centre’s con-
spiracies to privatize Sin-
gareni will be opposed, 
says KTRCentre forcing 
States to buy coal to ben-
efit business tycoon close 
to BJP, says KTRSCCL 
Chairman and Manag-
ing Director N Sridhar 
on Thursday reviewed 

the progress of the envi-
ronment-friendly project 
with Director (E&M) D 
Satyanarayana Rao, ther-
mal plant officials and 
construction agencies at 
Singareni Bhavan. He set 
the timeframe to com-
plete the FGD of unit one 
of the project by June 
2024 and the construc-
tion of the second unit by 
September next year.He 
said the FGD set up as an 
environmentally friendly 
measure was likely to 
contribute to the plant’s 
operating costs through 
the sale of gypsum.

Hyderabad: A young 
man, who lost huge 
money to online bet-
ting and stole jewellery 
from his uncle’s house 
to clear the debt, was ar-
rested by the Task Force 
along with Ramgopalpet 
police on Friday. The 
police recovered 32 to-
las gold ornaments from 
him. The suspect Suraj 
Malani (29), a resident 
of Ramgopalpet is the 
nephew of Gopal Das, 
the complainant. Po-
lice said Suraj regularly 
placed betting online for 
easy money and recently, 
he lost huge money and 
landed in debt. To clear 
it, Suraj committed theft 

of gold ornaments from 
his uncle’s house on Feb-
ruary 11, in the absence 
of family members. NIA 
arrests funds provider in 
Hyderabad terror con-

spiracy case Based on a 
complaint and suspicion, 
Suraj was taken into cus-
tody and he confessed 
the offence.

Telangana Govt provides Rs 2,626 crore financial assistance to weaker sections under ESS
Under the ESS as many as 1,62,444 SC beneficiaries were provided with different assets under Industries, Services, 

Business and Transport Sector with a total subsidy of Rs 2,029.78 crore from 2014-15 to January 2023
Hyderabad: The Telan-
gana government, which 
has been taking steps to 
make weaker sections self-
reliant through its various 
schemes, has spent about 
Rs 2626.04 crore for the 
upliftment of the Sched-
uled Castes, Scheduled 
Tribes and other weaker 
sections financially under 
the Economic Support 
Schemes (ESS) from 2014-
15 to 2022-23 (till January 

2023). According to the 
Socio-Economic Survey 
report released recently 
by the State government, 
under the ESS as many 
as 1,62,444 SC beneficia-
ries were provided with 
different assets under 
Industries, Services, Busi-
ness and Transport Sector 
with a total subsidy of Rs 
2,029.78 crore from 2014-
15 to January 2023. The 
State government has al-

located Rs 100 crore under 
ESS for the 2023-24 fiscal. 
Apart from this, the Sched-
uled Castes Cooperative 
Development Corporation 
Limited was conducting 
a skill development pro-
gramme for SC youth. Dur-
ing the last nine years, Rs 
104.62 crore were spent 
on imparting training to 
about 17,240 candidates. 
Most of the candidates 
got placements in reputed 

companies such as Dell, 
CISCO, Deloitte, TCS, L&T 
and many corporate hos-
pitals. In 2022-23, over 
20,888 ST beneficiaries 
were covered under the 
livelihoods sector through 
ESS, CM’s Girivikasam, Ru-
ral Transportation, Tribal 
artist, MSMEs, ST skill train-
ing and other schemes, 
with an investment of Rs 
135.87 crore. The State 
government has allocated 

Rs 323.45 crore under ESS 
and Rs 50. crore under the 
CM ST Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation Scheme for 
the 2023-24 fiscal. Similar-
ly, under BC Corporation, 
Most Backward Classes 
and 11 BC Federations, 
including Free Electricity 
of Washer men & Nayee 
Brahmin, a total of 1,75,647 
beneficiaries were pro-
vided with a subsidy of Rs 
460.39 crore from 2014-15.
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Beat forester succumbs to burn 
injuries, Dy RFO undergoing treatment

BENGALURU: Beat 
forester Sundaresh at-
tached to Sakaleshpura 
forest range in Hassan 
district succumbed to 
burn injuries at a hospital 
in Bengaluru on Saturday 
while Manjunath, a Dep-
uty Range Forest Officer 
is continuing to get treat-
ment for burn injuries 
which the duo sustained 
during an operation to 
douse wild blaze in re-

serve forest of Sakalesh-
pura on Thursday. A 
couple of years back, a 
forest guard Murigeppa 
succumbed to serious 
burn injuries which he 
sustained while dousing 
wildfire at Moleyur range 
of Bandipura National 
Park in Chamarajanagar 
district in February, 2017. 
On Thursday, Sundaresh, 
Manjunath and four for-
est personnel were en-

gaged in firefighting in 
a deep forest place of 
Mannibikthi reserve for-
est area of Sakaleshpura 
and the wildfire intensi-
fied with the gusty winds 
blowing across the area. 
The reserve forest with 
tall grass growth made 
it difficult for the forest 
personnel to douse the 
fire. Sundaresh and Man-
junath both sustained se-
rious injuries and were 

lifted from the deep forest 
and shifted to Kadumane 
Estate, 10 km away from 
the forest, and admitted 
to a hospital. The duo 
were treated at a hospital 
in Hassan before being 
shifted to a private hos-
pital in Bengaluru where 
Sundaresh succumbed to 
the injuries. Sundaresh 
worked in the Kadumane 
beat of Sakaleshpura and 
was serving in the range 
for six years. Earlier, he 
was posted in Tumakuru 
where he is said to have 
worked for four years. 
He belongs to Shikaripu-
ra taluk in Shivamogga 
district. He is survived 
by wife and a child. A 
forest personnel in Has-
san, Pruthvi, an associate 
of Sundaresh told Dec-
can Chronicle that he 
led from the front during 
rogue elephant capture 
operations in Sakalesh-
pura and was commit-
ted to his work. Wildlife 
veterinarian Mujid-ur-
Rehman termed Sundar-
esh a hard working.

Thiruvananthapuram: 
Kerala Finance Minis-
ter K N Balagopal has 
castigated the Centre by 
terming its fiscal poli-
cies as ‘damaging’ to the 
federal structure of the 
country. He also targetted 
the opposition Congress-
led UDF in the state over 
“unprecedented protests” 
against the Left govern-
ment over the imposition 
of cess on fuel prices, 
saying they were silent 
over the cess collected by 
the union government. 
The Congress has been 
organising widespread 
protests across the state 
against the fuel cess of 
Rs 2 imposed by the state 
government in the recent 
budget. Addressing the 
media here on Wednes-
day, Balagopal said this 
was not the first time a 
cess was proposed in the 
budget. “We have not 
received the GST com-
pensation since June last 
year. The Centre has re-
duced the tax but its ben-
efit was not going to the 

consumers but to huge 
corporate companies. I 
would like to reiterate that 
today the state govern-
ments in this country do 
not even have the power 
of panchayats,” Balago-
pal said. He claimed that 
the fiscal policies were 
‘damaging’ the federal 
structure of the country. 
“States have a federal au-
thority but that authority 
of the state governments 
has been curtailed and 
they took away the con-
trol over tax collection.” 
Taking on the Congress 
party, Balagopal recalled 
that in 2015-16, the then 
UDF government had 
imposed Rs 1 as cess on 
fuel prices. “Similarly, 
this cess was imposed 
for social security seed 
fund purposes. We need 
to look at the situation 
of the state. Last two 
times, we did not impose 
any major tax due to the 
pandemic but announced 
packages of Rs 20,000 
and Rs 5,000 among oth-
ers,” the CPI(M) leader 

pointed out. Justifying 
the cess, Balagopal said 
the rise was “not exor-
bitant” whereas over Rs 
19 was being collected 
by the central govern-
ment. The government 
has said the social secu-
rity cess on Indian Made 
Foreign Liquor (IMFL) 
and on the sale of petrol 
and diesel were part of 
its commitment to con-
tinue protecting the lives 

of vulnerable sections of 
society by supplement-
ing financial resources. 
An additional revenue of 
Rs 400 crore is expected 
through the social secu-
rity cess on each bottle of 
IMFL while an additional 
revenue of Rs 750 crore 
is expected from the cess 
on sale of petrol and die-
sel at the rate of Rs 2 per 
litre.

AP hosts investment drive in Chennai to promote GIS VizagKerala CM, Muslim outfits question 
intention of RSS - Jamaat-e-Islami talks

A recent meeting of lead-
ers of the Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi Hind (JeI) with RSS 
leaders has raised many 
eyebrows in Kerala. Af-
ter leaders of various 
Muslim outfits flayed the 
meeting, Kerala Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijay-
an also asked Jamaat-e-
Islami to make open the 
purpose of the talks. Vi-
jayan said in a statement 
on Friday that the meet-
ing between two com-

munal forces raises seri-
ous concerns as it could 
be seen as an attempt to 
destroy secularism and 
democracy. The JeI’s ver-
sion that the meeting was 
to discuss the concerns of 
the minority community 
could not be believed 
as RSS and other Sangh 
Parivar outfits were tar-
geting the minority com-
munities. After leaders 
of various Muslim out-
fits flayed the meeting, 

Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan also 
asked Jamaat-e-Islami to 
make open the purpose 
of the talks. Vijayan said 
in a statement on Friday 
that the meeting between 
two communal forces 
raises serious concerns 
as it could be seen as an 
attempt to destroy secu-
larism and democracy. 
The JeI’s version that the 
meeting was to discuss 
the concerns of the mi-
nority community could 
not be believed as RSS 
and other Sangh Parivar 
outfits were targeting 
the minority communi-
ties Indian Union Mus-
lim League leaders P 
K Kunhalikutty and M 
K Muneer said that the 
meeting of JeI with com-
munal outfits like RSS 

India needs ‘anti-fascist’ 
group of Oppn parties

Booker Prize-winning 
author and social activ-
ist Arundhati Roy Friday 
launched a sharp attack on 
the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment at the Centre and 
stressed on the need for 
forging an “anti-Fascist” 
grouping of opposition 
parties. Roy was in the Bi-
har capital for addressing 
a convention organized by 
the CPI(ML) Liberation, 
which is a part of the multi-
party ‘Mahagathbandhan’ 
but supports the Nitish Ku-
mar government in the state 
from outside. “The country 
is run by four people. Two 
of them happen to be buyers 
and the rest two are sellers. 

All of them belong to Guja-
rat”, said the writer evoking 
applause from the crowds. 
She was obviously referring 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah and indus-
trialists Gautam Adani and 
Mukesh Ambani. She said 
“Modi ji thinks that he need 
not speak about Adani, since 
the common people should 
remain ever thankful to him 
for five kilograms of ration. 
But the Hindenburg report 
speaks about a scam involv-
ing 100 billion dollars. It is 
the biggest corporate scam 
in the country”. Referring 
to the alleged proximity of 
the business tycoon with 

the prime minister, she said 
“Earlier, Modi ji used to 
travel by Adani’s aircraft. 
Now, Adani travels with 
Modi ji in the latter’s plane. 
“The farm laws had been 
brought to benefit Adani 
and his ilk, which is evident 
from the fact that his ware-
houses had come up across 
the country,” Roy said. “No 
raids were ever conducted 
on properties owned by Ad-
ani. But BBC is paying the 
price for bringing to the fore 
the truth behind the Gujarat 
riots of 2002”, she quipped 
and questioned the “silence 
of US and UK” over the In-
come Tax department’s ac-
tion.

Hindu, Muslim Rituals In Karnataka Dargah, 
Police On Toes

Bengaluru: A small town 
of about 60,000 in north-
ern Karnataka is on alert 
as Hindus and Muslims 
observe separate festivals 
inside the same dargah or 
shrine. With drones and 
extra personnel keeping 
a watch, the police have 
banned large gatherings 
in Aland city of Karna-
taka Kalaburagi district, 
around 600 km from 
the capital Bengaluru, 
to thwart any attempt to 
stoke tension. In a rare 
ruling, the Kalaburagi 
bench of the Karnataka 

High Court on Friday 
allowed a group of Hin-
dus to carry out Shivratri 
prayers inside the Ladle 
Madhaq Dargah. The 
prayers were cleared 
earlier by a religious tri-
bunal, and the high court 

refused to cancel the ver-
dict based on an appeal 
by the dargah authori-
ties. The dargah houses 
the shrine of a Sufi saint, 
and the compound has a 
Raghava Chaitanya Shiv-
linga as well. Around 15 

people have been allowed 
to worship the Shivlinga 
and perform their ritu-
als between 2 pm and 6 
pm on Saturday. Since 
the day also marks the 
Urs, or the death anniver-
sary of the Sufi saint, the 
court has permitted 15 
people from the Muslim 
community also to offer 
prayers between 8 am 
and noon. The commu-
nally sensitive area had 
seen instances of stone-
throwing last year over 
the face-off. The Kala-
buragi police have set up 

around 12 check posts 
around Aland city and are 
using drone cameras to 
keep vigil. Senior police 
officer Alok Kumar said 
that around 500 police 
personnel from various 
units have been posted at 
various vantage points in 
the city. PromotedListen 
to the latest songs, only 
on JioSaavn.com Kar-
nataka will hold a high-
stakes election later this 
year, and some groups 
have tried to polarise vot-
ers by fanning religious 
strife.

Ola Electric to invest Rs 7,614 cr to make 
cars, lithium-ion cells in Tamil Nadu

Home-grown Ola Electric 
Saturday pledged to invest 
Rs 7,614 crore over the 
next five years to expand 
its massive production unit 
at Pochampalli in Tamil 
Nadu’s Krishnagiri district 
to manufacture cells that go 
into electric vehicles (EV) 
and four-wheelers, pro-
viding jobs for over 3,000 
people. A Memorandum of 
Understanding between Ola 
Electric Mobility Private 
Limited and the Tamil Nadu 

government was signed on 
Saturday in the presence 
of Chief Minister M K Sta-
lin and Bhavish Aggarwal, 
CEO of Ola Electric at the 
Secretariat here. Of the Rs 
7,614 crores, as much as Rs 
5,114 crore will go into the 
cell manufacturing plant as 
Indian EV manufacturers 
make a push to reduce their 
dependence on imports 
from countries like China. 
The remaining Rs 2,500 
crore will go into the four-

wheeler plant which will 
have the capacity to manu-
facture 1.4 lakh units per 
annum. Ola Cell Technolo-
gies Pvt Ltd (OCT) targets 
to install 20 GWH capacity 
Giga factory inside its exist-
ing facility in Pochampalli, 
120 km from Bengaluru. 
Like the existing factory, 
the new units are also likely 
to employ only women. The 
company’s application to 
manufacture EV cells un-
der the production-linked 

incentive (PLI) scheme for 
developing advanced cells 
was approved by the Union 
Government in 2022, which 
allotted it 20 GWh capacity. 
Ola Electric Technologies 
Pvt Ltd (OET) will invest 
Rs 2,500 crore to set up 
the four-wheeler plant. The 
combined investments will 
generate jobs for 3,111 per-
sons. “Tamil Nadu is known 
as the automobile capital of 
India, and it is only natural.

No flinching from 3-Capitals decision, 
Vizag is executive capital of AP, says Botsa
Vijayawada: Education 
Minister Botsa Saty-
anarayana reiterated on 
Thursday that the 3-Cap-
itals policy of the YSR 
Congress government 
and Chief Minister Y.S. 
Jagan Mohan Reddy will 
be a reality soon.” The 
minister said the chief 
minister is keen on de-
veloping three regions 
of AP and will not flinch 

from the decision. Saty-
anarayana said, “We are 
committed to the 3-Capi-
tals plan for the compre-
hensive development of 
all the 26 districts and 

development of all ar-
eas.” “We are putting 
pressure on the CM to 
start administration from 
Vizag on the auspicious 
occasion of Telugu New 

Year Ugadi.” He rejected 
allegations of the oppo-
sition parties including 
from Chandrababu Naidu 
that the present govern-
ment was neglecting 
Amaravati. “Jagan has 
already started develop-
ment activities and would 
develop Amaravati as the 
legislature capital. Re-
garding the Yuvagalam 
padayatra, the minister 

Kerala Finance Minister castigates Centre 
over fiscal policies, calls it ‘damaging’

Vijayawada: Andhra 
Pradesh is hosting an inves-
tors’ drive in Chennai on 
Friday as part of its efforts 
to attract businesses and 
investors for the upcom-
ing Andhra Pradesh Global 
Investors Summit (GIS) 
2023.  The event in Chennai 
follows a successful event 
in Bengaluru on February 
14, preceded by an equally 
prominent curtain-raiser 
event in New Delhi on 
January 31. Officials said 
the investor drive has been 
carefully designed to give 
businesses and investors 
a taste of what’s to come 
at the summit. The meet 
would take place in Vi-
sakhapatnam on March 3-4. 
Under the theme of “Ad-
vantage Andhra Pradesh 
- Where Abundance Meets 
Prosperity,” the summit 
would showcase the state’s 
strong industrial base, ro-
bust presence of MSMEs 
and start-ups, and investor-
friendly atmosphere. The 

summit is intended to high-
light the “formidable indus-
trial base, well-established 
presence of MSMEs and 
start-ups, and overall inves-
tor-friendly environment of 
the southern state.” “With a 
sizable manufacturing base, 
impressive infrastructure, 
business friendly policies 
and skilled and talented 
young population, Andhra 
Pradesh is widely recog-
nised as a key player in the 
Indian economy,” says the 
government. The GIS Vizag 
would offer a deep dive into 
critical sectors such as IT, 
manufacturing, pharmaceu-
ticals, automobiles, tourism, 
and energy. The conference 
would provide businesses a 
chance to network and the 
state to engage with key in-
vestors, influential industry 
leaders and officials, with 
attendees having the oppor-
tunity to explore the diverse 
range of investment pros-
pects available throughout 
the state, officials claimed. 

The officials said, “Andhra 
Pradesh is well-known 
for its large manufactur-
ing base, excellent infra-
structure, business-friendly 
environment, and pool of 
talented, skilled young 
people. All the advantages 
and facilities and schemes 
will be explained in the 
Chennai meet and we will 
clear all the doubts of the 
participants during the in-
teractive session.” “AP has 
consistently ranked first in 
the Ease of Doing Business 

(EoDB), for the last three 
years, which is significant 
given that this survey is 
based on stakeholder feed-
back.” “According to the 
numbers released thus far, 
AP has the highest double-
digit GSDP growth rate in 
the country in 2021-22, at 
11.43 per cent. It also has 
maritime infrastructure, as 
it is the gateway to South-
east Asia, with 974 km of 
coastline, the second lon-
gest in the country, 6 air-
ports, 6 existing ports, and 

4 upcoming ports. It has 
a favourable business en-
vironment and industry-
focused policies, as well 
as a proactive government 
guiding the state.” Officials 
also noted, “Three of the 
country’s eleven industrial 
corridors are being built in 
Andhra Pradesh alone. To 
name a few, the state has 
received the LEADS award 
for logistics 2022, the Ener-
tia Award for Energy 2022, 
the ET award for port led, 
and the infrastructure proj-
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Madhya Pradesh Temple Head’s 
Brother Crashes Wedding, 

Points Gun At Guests

Chhatarpur: The brother 
of the head of Bageshwar 
Dham temple in Madhya 
Pradesh crashed a wed-
ding of a Dalit woman 
and threatened the guests 
with a katta (local-made 
pistol), showed a video. 
Reports say that Saurabh 
alias Shaligram, brother of 
Dhirendra Krishna Shash-
tri, a religious preacher, 
was drunk. Saurabh ob-
jected to popular Rai folk 

dance music being played 
instead of songs from the 
Bageshwar Dham at the 
ceremony in Gada village, 
said police. With a ciga-
rette in one hand, Saurabh 
is seen abusing a man and 
pointing a pistol over his 
head. The video, in internet 
speak, is now viral. A team 
has been formed to probe 
the incident, said police. 
Dhirendra Krishna Shastri 
is known.

How BJP Reacted To Manish Sisodia’s Request To CBI To Defer Questioning
Taunting Mr Sisodia, who is in charge of Delhi’s excise department, BJP’s Delhi spokesperson Harish Khurana said he looked nervous from his body language.

New Delhi: Feb19:  Soon af-
ter Delhi Deputy Chief Min-
ister Manish Sisodia wrote 
to the Central Bureau of 
Investigation requesting 
one more week to appear 
before it in connection 
with alleged corruption 
in the now-shelved policy 
of liquor sales in the na-
tional capital, the Bharati-
ya Janata Party has called 
it an excuse to run away 
from questions. Manish 
Sisodia, while requesting 
deferment, said prepar-

ing the budget was “very 
important” to him as the 
Finance Minister of Delhi, 
and that he would visit the 
probe agency by the end 
of this month. Taunting Mr 
Sisodia, who is in charge of 
Delhi’s excise department, 
BJP’s Delhi spokesperson 
Harish Khurana said he 
looked nervous from his 
body language. He also 
questioned why Mr Sisodia 
scrapped the excise policy 
after the Lieutenant Gover-
nor ordered an investiga-

tion into it. Manish Sisodia 
has earlier said the policy 
was going to be cancelled 
because the BJP was using 
the investigating agencies 
it controls to intimidate 
vendors. “Budget is just an 
excuse, the real aim is to 
run away from the ques-
tions @msisodia Mr Siso-
dia’s request for more time 
may not be accepted, CBI 
sources have said, adding 
that he had confirmed last 
evening that he would visit 
the central probe agency’s 

office in Delhi this morn-
ing. But around 8.45 am, 
the CBI received a letter in 
which he requested for at 
least a week’s time to ap-
pear before the agency, 
sources said. The Deputy 
Chief Minister’s request 
has been forwarded to the 
CBI Director, who now has 
to take a call on whether 
he will allow the defer-
ment request. Speaking 
to reporters this morning, 
Mr Sisodia said, “I will visit 
the CBI office by the end of 

February, whenever they 
will call me. Being the Fi-
nance Minister of Delhi, 
preparing the budget is 
very important, so I have 
requested to shift the date. 
I have always cooperated 
with these agencies.” He 
said that this is a “crucial 
time” for Delhi. Mr Sisodia 
is scheduled to visit the 
CBI headquarters at south 
Delhi’s Lodhi Road around 
11 am. “CBI has called me 
again tomorrow (Sunday). 
They have unleashed the 

full power of CBI, ED (En-
forcement Directorate) 
against me, raided my 
house, searched my bank 
locker, and yet found noth-
ing against me,” he tweet-
ed yesterday. Delhi’s Lodhi 
Road around 11 am. “CBI 
has called me again tomor-
row (Sunday). They have 
unleashed the full power 
of CBI, ED (Enforcement 
Directorate) against me, 
raided my house, searched 
my bank locker,

“Don’t Fear Arrest, But It Should Not Cost Delhi”
“I got the CBI notice yesterday, when I am working day and night to prepare Delhi’s 

budget. Every day is important to ensure there is no delay,” he said.
New Delhi: Feb19:  Delhi 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia today said 
he is not afraid of getting 
arrested and is not running 
away from any questions, 
but it shouldn’t be “at the 
cost of the people of Del-
hi”. He was summoned to-
day for questioning by the 
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation in a case related to 
alleged corruption in the 
now-scrapped liquor sales 
policy, which his govern-
ment brought with him 
heading the excise depart-
ment, but requested a de-
ferment this morning, say-
ing he has to work on the 
budget. Speaking to NDTV, 
he said Delhi’s budget pro-
cess is in its final stages, 

and he is working “day and 
night” to complete it on 
time. “I got the CBI notice 
yesterday, when I am work-
ing day and night to pre-
pare Delhi’s budget. Every 
day is important to ensure 
there is no delay,” he said. 
Mr Sisodia also claimed 
that it was a political witch 
hunt. Pointing to the tim-
ing of the CBI notice, he 
said that just a day after 
the BJP lost a case regard-
ing the Mayor election in 
the Supreme Court, he was 
summoned for question-
ing. Claiming the notices 
were sent at “the behest 
of the BJP”, he said the 
agency can arrest him later 
as well, after he has pre-
sented the budget. Mr Si-

sodia claimed the BJP was 
trying to get him arrested 
as “revenge” for their court 
loss. “The BJP can get me 
arrested as revenge if they 
want to, but not by stop-
ping the budget of Delhi’s 
people,” he said. “BJP may 
have its own politics, but 

I have full hope that the 
CBI officers will listen to 
my request. I will answer 
every question, am not 
running away,” he added. 
The Bharatiya Janata Party 
has called it an excuse to 
run away from questions. 
Taunting Mr Sisodia, BJP’s 

Delhi spokesperson Har-
ish Khurana said he looked 
nervous from his body lan-
guage. “I am not running 
away from the questions, 
I am just saying that the 
work of the budget will be 
derailed... That’s why I have 
requested the CBI for time 
till the end of February,” Mr 
Sisodia said. The sources 
said Mr Sisodia had con-
firmed last evening that he 
will visit the central probe 
agency’s office in Delhi this 
morning. But around 8.45 
am, the CBI received a let-
ter in which he requested 
for at least a week’s time to 
appear before the agency, 
sources said. Speaking to 
reporters this morning, 
Mr Sisodia said, “I will visit 

the CBI office by the end of 
February, whenever they 
will call me. Being the Fi-
nance Minister of Delhi, 
preparing the budget is 
very important, so I have 
requested to shift the date. 
I have always cooperated 
with these agencies.” He 
said that this is a “crucial 
time” for Delhi. Post a com-
ment Mr Sisodia, the depu-
ty of Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal, and others, face 
corruption allegations in 
bringing a new liquor sale 
policy in the national capi-
tal. Lieutenant Governor 
VK Saxena ordered the CBI 
probe last year. He was first 
questioned by CBI on Oc-
tober 17 last year.

L-G forced his counsel on Delhi govt, says Kejriwal, day after win in SC’
According to Kejriwal, the Delhi government as well as the Office of the L-G were “two different parties to 

the same case” because the views of both “were very different”.
New Delhi: Feb19: A day 
after the Supreme Court 
held that members nomi-
nated by the Lieutenant 
Governor cannot vote in 
the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi’s mayoral 
election – an outcome in 
favour of the AAP – Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
accused L-G VK Saxena of 
constitutional overreach 
and “interference in ad-
ministration of justice”.The 
AAP national convenor 
said Saxena had tried to 
“forcibly prevent” the AAP 
government from present-
ing its views before the Su-
preme Court by forcing the 
urban development de-
partment to appoint Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta, 
who happened to be the 
L-G’s counsel, to argue the 
government’s case.Raj Ni-

was did not issue an official 
response to the Chief Min-
ister’s allegations, but an 
L-G House source claimed 
that the Delhi government 
was not a respondent in 
the case in the first place. 
The LG, the source said, 
was respondent number 
1 and had directed the 
department to argue the 
case in his capacity as Ad-
ministrator of Delhi.“In a 
victory for democracy, the 
Supreme Court has come 
in the way of the BJP and 
the L-G trying to have a 
BJP mayor by force. Shelly 
Oberoi, our mayoral can-
didate, had taken the mat-
ter to court; the L-G on the 
night of February 9, the 
eve of the hearing, direct-
ed the urban development 
secretary to appoint his 
own counsel, Tushar Meh-

ta, to represent the Delhi 
government,” Kejriwal said. 
“The L-G essentially said: 
My lawyer is Tushar Mehta, 
your lawyer too should be 
Tushar Mehta. The urban 
development secretary 
was forced by the L-G to 
appoint him… The L-G, 
to hide the facts from the 
court and the people, mus-

cled his way into getting 
this appointment done. 
This is illegal,” he said.On 
February 8, a bench presid-
ed by Chief Justice of India 
D Y Chandrachud issued 
notice on a plea by Aam 
Aadmi Party and Oberoi 
seeking early conduct of 
the mayoral elections to 
the office of the L-G and 

pro tem speaker, pointing 
out that even assuming 
that nominated members, 
or aldermen, are allowed 
to vote, the “difference 
between” the petitioners 
and opposition was “very 
substantial”.According to 
Kejriwal, the Delhi govern-
ment as well as the Office 
of the L-G were “two dif-
ferent parties to the same 
case” because the views of 
both “were very different”. 
The Delhi government had 
asked the secretary of the 
Urban Development de-
partment to appoint Gau-
tam Narayan as its lawyer 
in the case and had the 
option of picking a lawyer 
of its choice. In a commu-
nication on February 9, Raj 
Niwas had written to the 
UD Secretary: Hon’ble Lt 
Governor has desired that 

the Urban Development 
Department, GNCTD shall 
defend this Petition on 
behalf of Respondent No. 
1 also i.e. Office of Lt Gov-
ernor, Delhi and engage 
the services of Shri Tushar 
Mehta, Ld Solicitor Gen-
eral of India to defend this 
Petition.”Alleging that this 
amounted to criminal con-
tempt of court, Kejriwal 
appealed to Saxena “not 
to resort to hooliganism to 
interfere in the function-
ing of the government”. 
“The L-G is trampling upon 
the Constitution. How can 
Delhi function like this? 
How can the country go 
on like this?”On its part, an 
L-G House source sought 
to clarify that the L-G, in his 
capacity as Administrator 
of Delhi, had engaged the 
service.

‘Pakistan-based terrorist Rinda was on video call 
with shooter during Mohali RPG attack’

New Delhi: Feb19: AB-
SCONDING TERRORIST 
Harwinder Singh Sandhu 
alias Rinda was on a video 
call with the “main shoot-
er” in the RPG attack on the 
Punjab Police intelligence 
headquarters in Mohali last 
year — during the attack.
According to sources, this 
is one of the key findings of 
the probe by the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
into the attack following 
the arrest last month of 
the shooter who has been 
identified as Deepak Ran-
ga from Surakhpur village 
in Haryana’s Jhajjar. Before 
the attack, the sources 
said, Pakistan-based Rinda 
had taught Deepak how to 
use a rocket-propelled gre-
nade over two video-call 
sessions. The NIA has also 
found that Rinda managed 
to radicalise Deepak with 
stories of how the police 
had allegedly tortured the 
family members of one 
of Rinda’s associates, the 
sources said According to 
sources, Deepak was also 
allegedly involved in the 
murder of builder Sanjay 
Biyani in Maharashtra’s 

Nanded in April last year 
on Rinda’s orders. Deepak 
was arrested from Gora-
khpur in UP on January 25, 
an NIA spokesperson said 
in a statement issued that 
day. On Friday, the Ministry 
of Home Affairs (MHA) de-
clared Rinda as a terrorist 
under the UAPA, saying he 
“is associated with Babbar 
Khalsa International (BKI) 
and is presently based in 
Lahore, Pakistan under the 
patronage of cross-border 
agencies”.The Mohali at-

tack took place in the eve-
ning of May 9, 2022, with 
the RPG causing damage 
to the facility but not any 
injuries to personnel. The 
NIA had registered a case 
suo motu on September 
20, 2022, after it emerged 
that terror outfits and ele-
ments based abroad were 
operating with criminal 
gangs in the northern 
states for targeted killings 
and violence. Following 
Deepak’s arrest, the NIA 
had said in its statement 

that he “is a close associate 
of Canada-based gangster-
turned-terrorist Lakhbir 
Singh Sandhu alias Landa 
and Pakistan-based gang-
ster-turned-terrorist Har-
vinder Singh Sandhu alias 
Rinda”. According to sourc-
es, Deepak told the agency 
during questioning that 
he was initially associated 
with jailed gangster Law-
rence Bishnoi — and had 
allegedly committed two 
murders on the directions 
of Bishnoi and an associ-
ate. “But he did not get 
the exact amount that 
was promised by them. 
Bishnoi later connected 
Deepak with his Canada-
based associate Goldy Brar. 
A few months later, Goldy 
connected Deepak with 
Landa and Rinda,” sources 
said.“After coming in touch 
with Rinda, he was asked to 
eliminate Sanjay Biyani in 
Nanded, who had refused 
an extortion demand of 
Rs 5 crore. Deepak came in 
touch with a juvenile and 
they killed Biyani on April 
5 last year. After the mur-
der, Rs 23 lakh was given 
to Deepak and Rs 9 lakh to 

the juvenile,” the sources 
said. The Delhi Police Spe-
cial Cell had arrested the 
juvenile in November last 
year.During questioning, 
sources said, Deepak told 
the NIA that Rinda had also 
asked him to eliminate a 
senior leader of the Shiv 
Sena. “But he refused after 
he found heavy security 
arrangements,” the sources 
said “After a few months, 
Rinda asked him to carry 
out the RPG attack in Mo-
hali. Rinda told him that 
some of the family mem-
bers of his associate were 
tortured by the police. 
Rinda started teaching him 
how to operate an RPG. 
Deepak had two online 
sessions with Rinda. One 
of Rinda’s associates deliv-
ered the RPG,” sources said. 
“(After the attack), they 
managed to escape to UP 
from where they went to 
Nepal. Rinda started giv-
ing Rs 75,000-1 lakh every 
month to them. But Deep-
ak had a heated argument 
in Nepal with his associate 
(the juvenile), who came 
back to India,” sources said.

Christians protest at Jantar Mantar 
against ‘rising hate and violence

New Delhi: Feb19: Mem-
bers of the Christian com-
munity held a protest at 
Jantar Mantar Sunday 
against the escalation of 
hate and violence against 
Christians in several states 
in the country. About 100 
churches and organisa-
tions and more than 15,000 
people participated in the 
protest.Dr Michael William, 
president of the United 
Christian Forum, said: “To-
day we’ve gathered here 
peacefully at Jantar Man-
tar because we want to 
share the anguish of our 
fellow citizens who also 
follow the Christian faith 
in the states of Chhattis-
garh, Jharkhand, Madhya 

Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, 
Karnataka and so many 
other places where their 
basic fundamental rights 
are being snatched.”“We 
are standing up on their 
behalf… We are also going 
to be submitting a memo-
randum to the President 
of India,” he added. Other 
protestors also expressed 
their views. “We are here 
to express our peaceful 
protest against atrocities 
against Christians and 
Christian institutions. As 
per our Constitution, we 
have the freedom to exer-
cise our faith. But I don’t 
know why they are attack-
ing us. The government 
comes to our help.

JNUSU claims attack on students, 
ABVP denies charge

New Delhi: Feb19: The 
Left-controlled JNU Stu-
dents’ Union on Sunday 
alleged that the ABVP at-
tacked some students after 
a march seeking justice for 
an IIT Bombay student who 
died by suicide. The ABVP 
has denied the charge.
The RSS-affiliated ABVP ac-
cused the Left-backed stu-
dent outfits of “insulting” 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj.The Jawaharlal Nehru 

University Students’ Union 
(JNUSU) organised seek-
ing justice for IIT Bombay 
student Darshan Solanki. 
Solanki, 18, who belonged 
to a Scheduled Caste com-
munity, allegedly commit-
ted suicide by jumping off 
the seventh floor of a hos-
tel building on the Powai 
campus of the IIT on Feb-
ruary 12, but his family sus-
pects foul play in his death 
and said he faced.

Release Rs 5 
crore to AIIMS 
for treating chil-
dren with rare 
diseases: Delhi 
High Court to 
Centre
New Delhi: Feb19: The Del-
hi High Court has directed 
the Centre to release Rs 5 
crore to All Indian Institute 
of Medical Sciences, Delhi, 
to ensure the treatment 
of children suffering from 
rare diseases does not 
stop due to lack of funds. 
While hearing a batch of 
pleas concerning children 
suffering from rare dis-
eases like Duchenne Mus-
cular Dystrophy (DMD) 
and Gaucher on February 
15, Justice Prathiba Sigh 
was informed that one of 
these children suffering 
from Gaucher was pro-
vided medicines by AIIMS 
till January, thereafter the 
treatment was stopped. AI-
IMS submitted that it was 
stopped stopped because 
funds for the treatment of 
the patient were exhaust-
ed.The HC noted that AI-
IMS, Delhi is recognised as 
a “centre of excellence” for 
treating.



5 Nation Indian Horizon
            Monday|February 20 |2023

“Didn’t Know Modi Government Was So...”: P 
Chidambaram’s Swipe At George Soros Row

New Delhi: Reacting 
to billionaire investor 
George Soros’ criticism 
of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and ques-
tions on Hindenburg 
Research’s report on in-
dustrialist Gautam Adani, 
senior Congress leader P 
Chidambaram said that 
he disagrees with most of 
what George Soros had 
said in the past, and he 
does not agree with most 
of what he says now. Mr 
Chidambaram tweeted, 
“I did not agree with most 
of what George Soros 
had said in the past, and 
I do not agree with most 
of what he says now. But 
to label his remarks as 
an “attempt to topple the 
democratically elected 
government in India” 
is a puerile statement.” 
Mr Soros at the Munich 
Security Conference on 
Thursday said Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
would be weakened by 
the stock crash of busi-
ness tycoon and alleged 
close ally Gautam Adani, 
“opening the door” to 

a democratic revival in 
the country. In a series of 
tweets from his official 
account on Saturday, the 
leader said that the people 
of India will determine 
who will be in and who 
will be out of the govern-
ment of India, and added, 
“I did not know that the 
Modi government was 
so feeble that it can be 
toppled by the stray state-
ment of a 92-year-old 
rich foreign national.” 

In another tweet, he ad-
vised to “ignore George 
Soros and listen to Nou-
riel Roubini.” According 
to Mr Chidambaram’s 
tweet, Roubini warned 
that India is “increasing-
ly driven by large private 
conglomerates that can 
potentially hamper com-
petition and kill new en-
trants”. Nouriel Roubini 
is CEO of Roubini Macro 
Associates, a global mac-
roeconomic consultancy 

firm in New York. He is 
also the chief economist 
for Atlas Capital Team 
LP, as well as co-founder 
of Rosa and Roubini As-
sociates, according to 
nourielroubini.com. At a 
2006 address to the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, 
Mr Roubini warned of 
the impending reces-
sion due to the credit and 
housing market bubble. 
In one of his tweets and 
while continuing in this 

thread, the Congress 
leader also said, “Lib-
eralisation was to usher 
in an open, competitive 
economy. The Modi gov-
ernment’s policies have 
created oligopolies.” The 
92-year-old billionaire 
philanthropist said in a 
speech on Thursday that 
PM Modi would “have to 
answer questions” from 
foreign investors and 
Parliament on allegations 
of fraud and stock ma-
nipulation at Mr Adani’s 
industrial empire, noting 
that PM Modi had been 
“silent” on the topic. The 
BJP had yesterday blast-
ed Mr Soros’s remarks, 
calling it a ‘declaration 
to destroy India’s demo-
cratic processes’. Adani 
Group has come under 
fierce scrutiny since US 
short-seller Hindenburg 
Research accused the 
company of engaging in 
“brazen stock manipu-
lation and accounting 
fraud” over decades. The 
Adani Group has dis-
missed the allegations as 
baseless.

“BJP Will Go Below 100”: Nitish Kumar 
Pitches For Opposition Unity

Patna: Bihar Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar once 
again advised all the op-
position parties, includ-
ing the Congress, to join 
hands to defeat the BJP in 
the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. A “united front” 
would be able to reduce 
the BJP to less than 100 
seats, the 71-year-old 
Bihar leader said to loud 
cheering at an event at-
tended by several oppo-
sition leaders including 
from the Congress. “I 
want you people (Con-
gress) to take a quick 
decision. If they take my 
suggestion and fight to-
gether, they (BJP) will 
go below 100 seats, but 

if they don’t take my sug-
gestion, you know what 
will happen,” Mr Ku-
mar said without naming 
his former ally. Speak-
ing at the 11th General 
Convention of CPI-M in 
Patna, he also reiterated 
that he does not have any 
ambitions to become the 
Prime Minister, or was 
a contender for the post. 
“My only ambition is 
to unite the country and 
set it free from people 
spreading hatred. I really 
don’t want anything. We 
will stand with you,” he 
said. The event was at-
tended by his deputy Te-
jashwi Yadav, Congress 
leader Salman Khurshid, 

and former Chief Min-
ister of Bihar Jitan Ram 
Manjhi. Nitish Kumar, 
after swapping allies and 
forming a new govern-
ment with the RJD, has 
made several attempts to 
stitch together an alliance 
of like-minded parties to 
challenge the BJP in the 
upcoming Lok Sabha 
elections. Last year, the 
Bihar leader has said that 
parties opposed to the 
BJP can win with a “huge 
majority” in the 2024 Lok 
Sabha polls if they agree 
to join hands. Post a com-
ment He had said he will 
keep trying to make it a 
reality, and that it’s up to 
these parties now.

Samajwadi Party Seeks Front Row Seat In 
UP Assembly For Shivpal Yadav

Lucknow: After his 
patch-up with Samajwa-
di Party chief Akhilesh 
Yadav and appointment 
as the party’s National 
General Secretary, Shiv-
pal Singh Yadav could be 
seen sitting in the front 
row in the Uttar Pradesh 
assembly which begins 
on February 20. Sama-
jwadi Party chief whip 
Manoj Kumar Pandey 
has written a letter to 
Speaker Satish Mahana 
for a change in the seat-
ing arrangement. “Now 
Shivpalji will sit in the 
front row on party MLA 
Awadhesh Prasad’s seat. 
Prasad will sit next to 
Akhilesh Yadav.” Mr 
Pandey told Press Trust 
of India. Till now the seat 
next to Akhilesh Yadav, 
the leader of the oppo-
sition, was reserved for 
Azam Khan. Now Mr 
Prasad, Samajwadi Party 

MLA from Milkipur seat 
in Ayodhya, will sit there. 
Shivpal Yadav, who is 
party MLA from Jaswant 
Nagar seat in Etawah dis-
trict, was till now seen 
sitting in a seat in the 
back row. “We have got 
the letter. Arrangements 
will be made accord-
ingly,” a senior official 

of the state assembly 
said. After Disqualifica-
tion, Azam Khan’s Son’s 
Name Struck Off Elec-
toral Rolls After Disqual-
ification, Azam Khan’s 
Son’s Name Struck Off 
Electoral Rolls Akhilesh 
Yadav Asks Party Lead-
ers To Avoid Debating 
Communal Issues On 

TV Akhilesh Yadav Asks 
Party Leaders To Avoid 
Debating Communal Is-
sues On TV Samajwadi 
Party Leader Azam Khan, 
Son Get 2 Years In Jail 
For 2008 Protest Sama-
jwadi Party Leader Azam 
Khan, Son Get 2 Years In 
Jail For 2008 Protest On 
the rocks since 2017, the 

“chacha-bhatija” rela-
tionship improved after 
the death of Samajwadi 
Party supremo Mulayam 
Singh Yadav in October 
last year. The two have 
been seen together a 
number of times since, a 
probable factor in Dim-
ple Yadav’s winning the 
Mainpuri Lok Sabha by-
poll by a record margin. 
The relationship between 
Shivpal Yadav and his 
cousin Ramgopal Yadav 
has also seen a concomi-
tant improvement. Since 
the development, the 
BJP, which tried to lever-
age the rift in the family 
for its gains, has turned 
hostile towards Shivpal. 
During the campaign in 
the Mainpuri by-elec-
tion, Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath had likened 
Shivpal Yadav to a pen-
dulum.

2 Arrested For Cheating 100 People By 
Using Pics Of “High Profile” People

Alwar: Two men were ar-
rested for allegedly im-
personating high-profile 
people by using their pic-
ture as WhatsApp DP and 
taking money from the im-
personated men’s relatives 
and friends, police said 
on Saturday. The accused, 
19-year-old Javed Khan and 
23-year-old Amit Kumar, 
used pictures of high-profile 
people from social media, 
and cheated more than 100 
people in the last one year 
alone, they said. The two 
were arrested from Alwar 
in Rajasthan. According to 
the police, Khan and Kumar 
opened several bank ac-
counts using the documents 
of people known to them 
and received the money in 

those accounts. The matter 
came to light in January, 
when a victim approached 
police saying that someone 
was using his photograph 
on WhatsApp as a ‘display 
picture’ and was asking for 
money from his relatives 
and friends. During the in-
vestigation, it was found 
that the mobile number 
used by the frauds was also 
linked to another matter in 
which the accused had pro-
jected himself as an army 
officer and cheated about 
₹ 47,000 offering to sell an 
old vehicle on OLX web-
site, a senior police officer 
said. The cheated amount 
was transferred to a bank 
account in Alwar, Rajast-
han, Jitendra Kumar Mee-

na, Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Northwest) said. 
Police first arrested Amit 
Kumar, who during inter-
rogation, revealed that he 
lent his bank account to re-
ceive the defrauded money 
and was paid a commission 
on it. Delhi Man Arrested 
For Sexually Assaulting 
7-Year-Old Girl Delhi Man 
Arrested For Sexually As-
saulting 7-Year-Old Girl 
2 Police Constables Sus-
pended In Custodial Death 
Case In UP’s Bijnor 2 Po-
lice Constables Suspended 
In Custodial Death Case 
In UP’s Bijnor Teen Raped 
By 2 Men Posing As Cops 
Near Mumbai: Police Teen 
Raped By 2 Men Posing 
As Cops Near Mumbai: 
Police At his instance, po-
lice arrested Javed Khan, 
the main accused, who 
confessed to masterminded 
the scam. “He ... disclosed 
that he searched Facebook 
accounts of high-profile 
educated professionals 
and downloaded their pho-
tographs to use them on 
WhatsApp.

Biocon Recalls 3,665 Bottles Of Antifungal 
Drug In US For “Failed Specifications”

New Delhi: Biotechnology 
major Biocon is recalling 
3,665 bottles of antifungal 
medication in the US mar-
ket for “failed degradation 
specifications”, according 
to the US Food and Drug 
Administration (USFDA). 
In its latest Enforcement 
Report, the US health regu-
lator said that the Bengal-
uru-based firm is recalling 
3,665 bottles of Posacon-
azole Delayed-Release 
Tablets (100 mg, 60-count 
bottle), used to treat serious 
fungal infections like inva-
sive aspergillosis. USFDA 

noted that the New Jersey-
based Biocon Pharma Inc 
is recalling the affected lot 
due to “Failed Impurities/

Degradation Specifications: 
High Out Of Specification 
degradation results.” The 
lot has been manufactured 

by Biocon Pharma and dis-
tributed in the US by Iselin-
based Biocon Pharma Inc, it 
added. Biocon initiated the 
Class II nationwide (US) 
recall on January 31, this 
year. As per the USFDA, a 
class II recall is initiated in 
a situation in which use of, 
or exposure to, a violative 
product may cause tempo-
rary or medically reversible 
adverse health consequenc-
es or where the probability 
of serious adverse health 
consequences is remote. On 
February 12, Biocon stated 
that the USFDA has issued 

a Complete Response Let-
ter (CRL) for the biologics 
licence application filed for 
Bevacizumab by its part-
ner Viatris. The USFDA 
issues a CRL to convey to 
a company that its initial 
review of an application is 
complete and it cannot ap-
prove the application in its 
present form. Earlier on 
January 7, the company had 
stated that the USFDA has 
issued a complete response 
letter for Biocon Biologics’ 
application for Insulin-R, a 
proposed biosimilar for dia-
betes treatment.

“BJP Wants To...”: Tejashwi Yadav’s 
Jibe After Tax Searches At BBC Office
Patna: Bihar Deputy Chief 
Minister Tejashwi Yadav 
on Friday took a swipe at 
the Centre over the sur-
vey at the BBC offices 
and alleged that the BJP is 
misusing the Central agen-
cies and also attempting 
to make India a country of 
Nathuram Godse. The RJD 
leader alleged that the Cen-
tre wants to send a message 
that anybody who “speaks 
against” the government 
would be dealt with. “They 
(BJP) are misusing the Cen-
tral agencies. They want to 
give a message that those 
who speak against them 

or speak the truth will be 
dealt with. You all know 
what happened with BBC. 
Everyone knows what hap-
pened in Gujarat. They 
want to make the country of 
Mahatma Gandhi a country 
of Nathuram Godse. They 
talk about Hindu Rashtra. 
But our diversity is our 
beauty,” Tejashwi said ad-
dressing an event. The I-T 
officials surveyed the UK-
based broadcaster’s offices 
over a charge of deliberate 
non-compliance with Indi-
an laws, including transfer 
pricing rules and the di-
version of profits illegally. 

Earlier, holding the Central 
government responsible for 
the nearly 60 hours long 
I-T survey, JD(U) leader 
Sunil Singh said this opera-
tion was a part of vindic-
tive politics. “I-T raids on 
BBC reflect that the central 
government misuses central 
agencies like Income Tax, 
CBI, and ED out of politi-
cal vendetta,” he said. He 
added, “BBC is a press, and 
the press is a fourth pillar of 
democracy. This operation 
is an attack on democracy 
and the Central government 
is responsible for this.” The 
I-T survey on BBC offices 

After Team Uddhav’s 2,000-Crore Deal Charge, Shinde Camp Hits Back
“This is an initial figure and is 100% true. Soon there will be many revelations. This has never happened before in the country’s history,” he tweeted in Hindi.

New Delhi: Shiv Sena (Ud-
dhav Balasaheb Thackeray) 
leader Sanjay Raut on Sun-
day said he is confident 
that “deals and transac-
tions worth ₹ 2000 crore” 
have been done so far, 
in six months, to get the 
Shiv Sena party name and 
symbol. 40 MLAs who de-
fected from the party last 

year, amid huge chaos 
that resulted in a regime 
change, were given ₹ 50 
crore each, he said. “This 
is an initial figure and is 
100% true. Soon there will 
be many revelations. This 
has never happened be-
fore in the country’s his-
tory,” he tweeted in Hindi. 
In a huge setback for his 

party, the Election Com-
mission on Friday allot-
ted the party name “Shiv 
Sena” and the symbol ‘bow 
and arrow’ to the faction 
led by Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde, 
who rebelled against Ud-
dhav Thackeray, toppled 
his government by taking 
away most of his MLAs, and 

joined forces with the BJP 
last year. Uddhav Thacker-
ay’s father Bal Thackeray 
founded the outfit in 1966. 
Mr Raut has been claiming 
the Uddhav Thackeray fac-
tion is the ‘real’ Shiv Sena, 
and his party has also ap-
proached the Supreme 
Court. In another tweet, 
he said the Election Com-

mission’s order ‘does not 
inspire confidence’. “A Con-
stitutional Body with quasi 
judicial powers should not 
only be impartial but ALSO 
APPEAR TO BE AWAY FROM 
ANY INFLUENCE. Unfortu-
nately ECI Order doesnot 
inspire confidence. BJP has 
no scruples & can go to any 
extreme to safeguard its 

investment of 2000 Crs (40 
MLAX 50 Cr),” he tweeted. 
In a huge setback for his 
party, the Election Com-
mission on Friday allotted 
the party name “Shiv Sena” 
and the symbol ‘bow and 
arrow’ to the faction led by 
Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde, who re-
belled against.
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The Truth About The 
Darjeeling Trouble

The unrest in Darjeeling 
has reminded some peo-
ple of the Gorkhaland 
agitation that erupted 
against the CPI(M) 
government in Bengal 
in the 1980s. This led 
to a demand for a sepa-
rate state and a call for 
greater development. 
Are we seeing a repeat 
of it? The short answer 
is “No”. The context 
and circumstances are 
very different. The de-
mand for a separate 
state in Darjeeling is 
just not viable. The area 
is so small it comprises 
one parliamentary seat 
and two assembly con-
stituencies. If such pa-
rameters were accepted 
for forming new states, 
India would not have 
29 states but 290. And 
it would be completely 
chaotic and ungovern-
able. In the early 1980s, 
though, it was clear 
the CPI(M) was ignor-
ing the hill districts of 
North Bengal and there 
was a genuine sense of 
neglect. This time, quite 
to the contrary, Mamata 
Banerjee and the Tri-
namool Congress are 
gaining popularity in 
the hills of North Ben-
gal. Discredited and 
disgruntled elements 
are fighting a last-ditch 
battle by sabotaging the 
developmental process 
and causing disruption 
in peak tourist season. 
It all began in May 
when Trinamool swept 
the municipal election 
in Mirik, winning six 
of the nine seats. This 
stunned the GJM, which 
has been running the 
Gorkhaland Territorial 
Administration (GTA). 
Elections to the GTA are 
expected in the near fu-
ture. The Mamata buzz 
is evident in Darjeel-
ing and its neighbour-
hood and Trinamool is 
widely expected to do 
well in the GTA elec-
tions as well. Honestly, 
this is not about parties 
winning or losing, but 
about democracy flour-
ishing in the north Ben-
gal hills. For Trinamool, 
this electoral success 
is a validation of hard 
work. Mamata Banerjee 
has personally overseen 
developmental projects 
in the region. Between 
May 2011, when she 
became Chief Minister, 
and June 2017, she has 
visited Darjeeling 17 
times, easily a record for 
a head of government 
from Kolkata. As part of 
her initiative, Uttarkan-
ya, the secretariat for 
North Bengal, has been 
opened. Local people 
no longer need to travel 
to Kolkata to interact 
with the state adminis-
tration. Much more has 

been done. The Kalim-
pong sub-division has 
been made into a dis-
trict and Mirik upgrad-
ed to a sub-division. 
Fifteen separate devel-
opment boards have 
been established for the 
Lepcha, Sherpa, Bhu-
tia, Tamang and other 
communities. There is a 
new medical college be-
ing set up in Kurseong. 
Over 850,000 people 
have benefited from 
discounted medicines 
available at a wide net-
work of fair price shops. 
Under the Khadya 
Suraksha Scheme, 1.4 
million people in the 
Darjeeling area are re-
ceiving foodgrains at ₹ 
2 per kg. Hundred per 
cent electrification, a 
long-standing demand 
in the hills of Bengal, 
has been achieved. Con-
trast this with the GJM’s 
record. Since 2012, the 
GTA has received ₹ 
900 crore from the state 
government and ₹ 600 
crore from the central 
government. It has not 
submitted documents 
on how the money was 
spent. Recently, the Tri-
namool government has 
asked for a special audit 
of GTA funds. This has 
rattled the GJM, which 
believes its misdeeds 
are about to be ex-
posed and its electoral 
future is in jeopardy. 
That is why it has gone 
back on a key clause 
in the Memorandum of 
Agreement on the GTA 
signed in 2011 by the 
centre, the state govern-
ment and the GJM. The 
clause reads: “The GJM 
agrees to ensure that 
peace and normalcy will 
be maintained in the re-
gion.” Today, the GJM 
is inciting violence.The 
GJM is taking to the 
streets under false pre-
texts, by claiming the 
state government is im-
posing Bengali on the 
local people. This, even 
after the Chief Minister 
has made it very clear 
that Bengali in schools 
is optional for people 
in the hills, not at all 
compulsory. In recent 
days, from students to 
office-goers to busi-
nesspeople, everybody 
has been affected by the 
GJM’s criminal actions. 
Darjeeling receives 
half a million domes-
tic tourists and 50,000 
foreign tourists a year. 
This summer, in holiday 
season, a tourism econ-
omy worth hundreds of 
crores has been crip-
pled. From the ordinary 
roadside vendor and the 
tourist guide to the ho-
tel owner and the tourist 
bus operator, thousands 
have been affected. 

A ‘Boom’ Is Coming Soon, But Only For The Top 1% Of Indians
There’s an economic 
‘boom’ coming to India 
very soon. Why the scare 
quotes, you ask? It’s be-
cause, like the previous 
boom of 2002-11, this 
one too, will only be for 
a minuscule minority of 
households, right at the 
top of India’s income 
scale. If the previous 
boom was about finance, 
media, telecom, housing 
and infrastructure, this 
one will be driven by tech, 
tech and tech. Of course, 
finance will always be 
there, as both the mon-
arch and under-maiden. 
If you are sceptical, you 
probably don’t appreci-
ate how little it takes to 
make India’s economy 
look good. All you need 
is for the top 5 million 
households, in terms of 
income, to feel things 
are looking up. That is 
less than 2 percent of the 
total number of house-
holds in the country. The 
reason there was a sense 
of despondency amongst 
these ‘affluent’ families 
in India is a steady drop 
in their incomes over 
the past few years. A bit 
of number crunching on 
official Income Tax data 
for 2017-18 shows that 
there were roughly 5 mil-
lion households in India 
who earned more than Rs 
10 lakh in that year. This 
number dropped, first 
because of the economic 
slowdown and then be-
cause of Covid. Mahesh 
Vyas of CMIE (Centre 
for Monitoring Indian 
Economy) has written 
that there were only 3 
million households who 
earned more than Rs 10 
lakh in 2020-21, signifi-
cantly lower than the 4 
million before the pan-
demic hit us. Combining 
these two sources, one 
can see a rough trend of 
how at least one million 
households dropped out 

of the top bracket be-
tween 2018 and 2020, 
and then another one mil-
lion slipped during Co-
vid. These are the buying 
classes. They are the most 
vocal of India’s citizens. 
They live in the better 
localities and condomini-
ums in India’s big cities, 
read English newspapers, 
send their children to 
‘good’ private schools, 
and occupy all decision-
making posts, whether in 
government or the private 
sector. They determine 
the contours of dominant 
discourse, which then 
gets reproduced and dis-
seminated through mass 
media of all sorts. The 
media perfectly mir-
rors their mood. If they 
are anxious, the media 
focuses on corruption, 
global-warming, terror-
ism, urban naxals and an-
ti-nationals. If they ‘feel 
good’, the media focuses 
on food, fun and frolic. If 
two million households 
have slipped below the 
Rs 10 lakh threshold over 
the past few years, it is 
most likely because the 
key earning member ei-
ther took a pay cut, or lost 
their job and got rehired 
at a lower salary. Some of 
these families might also 
have small businesses, or 
are medium-sized trad-
ers. The economic slow-
down since mid-2018 has 
affected their margins 
and pushed some of them 
below the top earnings 
bracket. What does it take 
for them to sense that 
things are improving? 
There were about 18.1 
million white collar jobs 
in India in April 2020, 
which dropped sharply 
to just 13.8 million one 
year later. If one assumes 
that about 15% of these 
were top-tier jobs, fetch-
ing more than Rs 8-10 
lakh a year, then roughly 
2.7 million people with 

white collar jobs earned 
enough for their house-
hold income to be more 
than Rs 10 lakh. Since 
there are an average of 
1.25 earning members 
per household, that works 
out to roughly 2 million 
households with well-
paid white collar jobs. 
Since there were about 4 
million such households 
(earning over Rs 10 lakh) 
in 2020, we can assume 
that the remaining af-
fluent households were 
either self-employed or 
owned businesses. Us-
ing the same assump-
tions for April 2020, we 
can say that roughly 1.6 
million households with 
white collar jobs earned 
over Rs 10 lakh in April 
2021, and about 1.4 mil-
lion business households 
were in the same brack-
et. It is clear from these 
numbers how little one 
needs for a ‘feel-good 
factor’ to develop at the 
top of the economy. For 
starters, approximately 
400,000 households 
holding 500,000 white 
collar jobs need to feel 
optimistic about their 
future earnings. That is 
all. And for that to hap-
pen, all one needs is just 
25% of them to get bet-
ter job offers. This will 

immediately unleash a 
competition amongst 
employers to retain talent 
and push up all salaries, 
across the board, even for 
those who are unlikely to 
get new jobs. That’s be-
cause despite variable 
pay and performance bo-
nuses, most corporates 
operate with a basic pay 
scale system. When some 
people are paid more, the 
entire pay-scale structure 
moves upwards. The big 
salary boosts are already 
happening in any job that 
is related to tech. A report 
by staffing firm XPheno 
estimates that there were 
285,000 open positions 
for white collar jobs in 
September, which is 60% 
more than last year. Much 
of this is coming from the 
IT/ITes sector, includ-
ing ecommerce, fintech, 
BFSI (banking, financial 
services and insurance) 
and EdTech. The stock 
market boom has also 
improved job prospects 
for those who work in 
the financial sector. Even 
non-tech firms are hiring 
tech people to keep pace 
with changing work-
environments. More and 
more young tech pro-
fessionals are switching 
jobs as they get better 
offers. XPheno estimates 

that the attrition in the IT 
sector is about 16-20%, 
which means one in ev-
ery five to six employees 
are moving to more at-
tractive jobs. These peo-
ple will inevitably spend 
more and buy more. This 
in turn will boost busi-
nesses that cater to them, 
and business households 
whose earnings had 
slipped will also gain. 
We might not recognise 
this immediately, just as 
it took a couple of years 
when the previous boom 
began, for its patterns to 
emerge clearly. This new 
generation of white collar 
professionals, who make 
their money in the ‘new’ 
AI-driven tech and new 
types of finance (e.g., 
crypto, fintech), might 
approach consumption 
in a very different way. 
They might not want to 
possess things and prefer 
just to use them. So, we 
might not see them buy-
ing cars or houses or even 
white goods. Instead, 
their spending might 
show up in things that we 
do not expect right now 
- hotels turned into high-
end serviced apartments, 
luxury car rental servic-
es, expensive subscrip-
tions to websites, stream-
ing services and niche 

e-products, memberships 
of gyms and clubs, the 
internet of things. Busi-
nesses, especially in the 
service sector, will also 
have to adjust to this 
new kind of consump-
tion demand, and rein-
vent themselves to make 
the most of it. Of course, 
this new boom at the top 
will be driven entirely by 
the money that has flown 
into start-ups, ecom-
merce and tech compa-
nies, whether as direct 
financing from funds or 
from money raised from 
the capital markets. One 
could argue that these 
companies don’t really 
make any money and 
their valuations are driv-
en entirely by the cash 
they burn to acquire new 
customers. In a sense, 
this is a consumption 
bubble subsidised by fi-
nance capital, and it will 
collapse when investors 
begin to demand earn-
ings. But is that very dif-
ferent from the previous 
boom period of 2002-11? 
That too was driven en-
tirely by finance - first by 
the global stock market 
boom, and then by huge 
loans given by public 
sector banks, and finally 
by two years of heavy fis-
cal spending by the UPA 
government. I have ar-
gued elsewhere, that this 
financial bubble led to a 
capital formation bubble 
- building of productive 
assets and infrastructure - 
that was way beyond the 
potential consumption 
demand in the economy 
could sustain. This com-
ing ‘boom’ will also be a 
bubble that will directly 
benefit the top 1-2% of 
households in India, and 
at best have a positive 
multiplier effect on the 
top 10%. As always, the 
remaining 90% will con-
tinue to barely keep their 
nose above water.

What BJP Hopes To Gain With New Savarkar vs Gandhi Claim
If there’s one thing that the 
Congress has, and the BJP 
needs, it is icons of the na-
tional movement. The BJP’s 
own heroes had a dubious 
role during the Raj, often 
opposing the anti-colonial 
struggle at key moments. 
This creates a big hole in 
the dominant discourse in 
today’s public culture that 
equates nationalism with 
Hindutva. The one anti-co-
lonial figure Hindutva can 
claim as its own is Vinayak 
Damodar Savarkar. And 
since the late 1990s, succes-
sive BJP-led governments 
have been trying to project 
him as a colossal figure of 
the national movement, one 
who could have rivalled 
Gandhi, kicked the British 
out earlier and stopped the 
partition. Savarkar’s figure 
lends itself to myth-making. 
He was arrested in Mar-
seilles in 1910 and almost 
managed to escape from 
the ship where he was held, 
supposedly by bending the 
iron bars of a porthole. The 
British found him danger-
ous enough to lock him up 
in the infamous Cellular 
Jail in the Andamans for 
10 years. He spent another 
three years in the Ratnagiri 
jail in Maharashtra, and was 
only released on the condi-
tion that he would never 
step outside the district. 
That is how it was for an-
other 13 years, till BG Kher, 
the newly-elected Congress 
Premier of Bombay, re-
leased him unconditionally. 
This story of heroic resis-
tance, much amplified in the 
mythopoeic imagination of 
India’s right, was punctured 

when it came to be known 
in 2002 that Savarkar had 
written several mercy peti-
tions to the British, asking to 
be forgiven and promising 
to “serve the government 
in any capacity they like” if 
he were to be released. This 
became a perfect stick with 
which to beat Hindutva’s 
most muscular hero. Sa-
varkar’s clemency petitions 
not only make him look like 
a wimp, but also a collabo-
rator with the Raj. One way 
to counter this is to present 
the petitions as temporary 
tactics in a war of attrition. 
Apologists for Savarkar’s 
apologies claim that he was 
trying to trick the British 
into releasing him so that 
he could renew his cam-
paign to oust them. Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh’s 
claim - that Savarkar wrote 
the clemency petitions on 
Gandhi’s advice - is part of 
this project of justifying the 
appeals for mercy. If Gan-
dhi can be shown to have 
come up with the idea of 
writing clemency petitions, 
then Savarkar becomes just 
a vessel for this tactic, per-
haps even a reluctant one. 
Of course, sticklers for facts 
will point out that Gandhi’s 
‘advice’ came in a letter 
on January 25, 1920, writ-
ten to Savarkar’s brother, 
Narayan; by this time, Sa-
varkar had already written 
three clemency petitions. 
His first petition was writ-
ten in 1911, within a month 
of being transported to Port 
Blair, when Gandhi was not 
even in India. Gandhi did 
meet Savarkar in London 
in 1909, but that was before 

the latter was arrested. If 
Savarkar did heed Gandhi’s 
advice, he went way beyond 
it in his fourth clemency 
petition written in March 
1920. Gandhi had suggest-
ed to Savarkar’s brother that 
he should write “a brief pe-
tition setting forth the facts 
of the case bringing out in 
clear relief the fact that the 
offence committed by your 
brother was purely politi-
cal.” Savarkar’s own peti-
tion said “...far from believ-
ing in the militant school...I 
do not contribute even to 
the peaceful and philosoph-
ical anarchism...and recent-
ly I have publicly avowed 
my faith in and readiness to 
stand by the side of orderly 
and constitutional develop-
ment.” Although Savarkar’s 
petition was rejected, once 
again, he broadly stuck to 
his promise of not agitat-
ing against the British. His 
politics focused on working 
with the British state to help 
get military training for 
Hindu Mahasabha mem-
bers. “Hinduize all politics 
and militarize Hindudom,” 
he wrote, “and the resurrec-
tion of our Hindu Nation is 

bound to follow it as Dawn 
follows the darkest hour of 
the Night.” In 1942, when 
the Gandhi-led Congress 
demanded that the British 
Quit India, Savarkar issued 
“definite instructions” that 
all “Hindu Sanghathanists 
in general holding any post 
or position of vantage in 
the government services 
should stick to them and 
continue to perform their 
regular duties.” Yet, none 
of these facts matter. Ra-
jnath Singh’s manoeuvre, 
the new books on Savarkar, 
the propagation of the revi-
sionist history of Savarkar’s 
legacy through TV shows 
and social media - they all 
endeavour to create a new 
set of ‘facts’. These half-
truths will be used to defuse 
Savarkar’s embarrassing 
history of repeated apolo-
gies and appeals for mercy. 
Savarkar has a much murk-
ier connection with Gandhi 
- his assassination. One of 
the conspirators, Digam-
bar Badge, who turned ap-
prover, had pointed to Sa-
varkar’s complicity in the 
assassination plot. Accord-
ing to Badge, on January 

14, 1948, he had accompa-
nied Nathuram Godse and 
co-conspirator Narayan 
Apte to meet Savarkar at 
his residence. Godse and 
Apte went in to Savarkar’s 
room to meet him, while 
Badge waited outside. As 
they returned, Savarkar fol-
lowed them out and said 
“yashaswi houn ya” (Be 
successful and come). As 
they left Savarkar Sadan in 
a taxi, Apte told Badge that 
Savarkar had said “Gan-
dhi’s 100 years are over, 
there is no doubt the work 
will succeed.” A fortnight 
later, Godse would fire three 
shots into the frail chest of 
the Mahatma, shooting him 
dead. Savarkar was acquit-
ted on lack of evidence - the 
police found no corroborat-
ing evidence against him. 
Badge’s testimony was 
rejected even though the 
judge believed it, saying “It 
is difficult to conceive of 
anyone memorising so long 
and so detailed a story if 
altogether without founda-
tion.” Yet, junior lawyers on 
the prosecution team sus-
pected that the case against 
Savarkar had been deliber-
ately weakened on the in-
structions of Morarji Desai, 
the Home Minister of Bom-
bay State, and Sardar Patel. 
Desai was worried what 
Savarkar’s arrest would do 
in the communally-charged 
atmosphere of the time. 
Patel might have wanted 
to use Savarkar to defang 
the Hindu Mahasabha and 
get its cooperation in key 
princely states where it was 
strong. The government had 
suspected Savarkar’s in-

volvement in the first failed 
attempt on Gandhi’s life, 
and he had been placed un-
der surveillance. When De-
sai was asked in court, by 
Savarkar’s defence lawyers 
to explain why Savarkar 
was under watch, he report-
edly replied, “Shall I give 
the full facts? I am prepared 
to answer. It is for him (Sa-
varkar) to decide.” At that 
point, Savarkar reportedly 
signalled to his lawyers to 
withdraw the question. De-
spite his acquittal, Savarkar 
remained persona-non-grata 
for the Nehru Government 
and the PM refused to share 
a dais with him during the 
centenary celebrations of 
the Revolt of 1857. By the 
time Nehru died, Savarkar 
himself was close to death. 
By then, the Congress had 
established its complete he-
gemony over India’s poli-
tics. It had also perfected 
the art of being a political 
amoeba, shifting shape, en-
gulfing and incorporating 
different opposing elements 
within itself. So the Con-
gress project of writing the 
history of the Indian nation 
no longer needed to exclude 
Savarkar. He could be de-
fanged and re-presented as 
a nationalist who disagreed 
with Gandhi, but was a pa-
triot nevertheless. This is 
what allowed Indira Gan-
dhi to issue a postage stamp 
in his honour in 1970, and 
later call him a “remarkable 
son of India.” It is no secret 
that the Congress govern-
ment, established.



7 Op - Ed Indian Horizon
            Monday|February 20 |2023

Centre Doesn’t Know 
Meaning Of F-Word

For all its lip service 
to federalism, the BJP-
led government at the 
centre is systematically 
undermining powers of 
the states. The recent re-
striction and virtual ban 
on the sale of cattle for 
slaughter - it amounts 
to a blanket ban on cow 
slaughter, for all prac-
tical purposes - is one 
example. Regulation of 
market committees, in-
cluding market commit-
tees for cattle, agriculture 
and animal husbandry, 
are state subjects under 
the constitution. The cen-
tral government has used 
an Environment Ministry 
clause to sabotage this 
right of the state govern-
ments. Not only that, the 
move violates the Funda-
mental Right of Freedom 
to Practice Trade and 
Business [Article 19(1)
(g)] and the Fundamen-
tal Right to Life [Article 
21], which encompasses 
the Right to Livelihood. 
The new rules restrict 
inter-state sale and trans-
fer of cattle. This is con-
trary to Article 301 of the 
constitution, which stipu-
lates that “trade and com-
merce throughout the ter-
ritory of India” shall be 
free. The new rules have 
been announced under 
the Prevention of Cru-
elty Act, 1960. Ironically, 
the Act itself is clear that 
slaughter of animals for 
food is permissible. But 
here the rules are impos-
ing restrictions on sale 
of animals for slaugh-
ter, even though the par-
ent Act is liberal on this 
count! The cattle issue 
is not the only one. On 
devolution of funds too, 
the centre has been dis-
criminating against the 
states, while claiming to 
do otherwise. Following 
the Finance Commission 
report, the BJP govern-
ment announced the de-
volution of tax revenues 
to the states would go 
up from 32 per cent to 
42 per cent. Simultane-
ously, it announced a 
cruel slash in budgetary 
allocations to key min-
istries and a reduction 
in support to centrally-
sponsored schemes. 
What it gave with one 
hand, it took away with 
the other. The centre has 
completely withdrawn 
its financial support from 
39 major schemes like 
the National E-Gover-
nance Action Plan, the 
Modernisation of Police 
Force Scheme, the addi-
tional central support for 
Maoist affected areas, the 
Backward Region Grant 
Funds (BGRF), special 
assistance for hill areas, 
the support to states for 
setting up export infra-
structure and other al-
lied activities, and the 
National Mission for 

Food Processing. The 
centre has also reduced 
its contribution to 58 key 
welfare programmes - 
including the Rashtriya 
Kisan Vikas Yojana, the 
National Food Security 
Mission (aimed at bring-
ing the Green Revolu-
tion to eastern India), the 
National Rural Drinking 
Water Mission, the Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan, and the 
National Livelihood Mis-
sion. It continues to owe 
state governments a lot 
of money. A CAG report 
says the centre has failed 
to give states a massive ₹ 
17,322 crore in tax shares 
in 2014-15. The figure 
must have grown since 
then. When the Central 
Sales Tax rate was re-
duced from four to two 
per cent, states were sup-
posed to be compensated. 
Bengal’s dues on this 
score stand at ₹ 6,500 
crore (2011-16). The 
UPA and now the NDA 
have been equally unwill-
ing to pay.  “Big Change 
In Country After Naren-
dra Modi Became PM”: 
Amit Shah “Big Change 
In Country After Naren-
dra Modi Became PM”: 
Amit Shah PM Modi 
To Meet Economists 
At NITI Aayog Today 
Ahead Of Union Budget 
PM Modi To Meet Econ-
omists At NITI Aayog 
Today Ahead Of Union 
Budget “I Won’t Maybe 
Repeat It...”: Ex-Bureau-
crat’s “Mixed” Review 
Of Notes Ban “I Won’t 
Maybe Repeat It...”: Ex-
Bureaucrat’s “Mixed” 
Review Of Notes Ban 
This is not the only out-
standing amount. Under 
the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment 
Guarantee Programme, 
the centre owes Bengal 
₹ 1,700 crore towards 
wages. Under the BGRF, 
it owes ₹ 2,300 crore. 
We are still waiting. I 
am sure there are other 
states that are waiting 
too. Where is the change? 
States don’t know who 
to talk to in Delhi. The 
Planning Commission 
had its problems but al-
lowed for a developmen-
tal conversation between 
central and state gov-
ernments. Its successor, 
NITI Aayog, is a tooth-
less, purposeless body, 
resembling a PR agency 
with a busy Twitter ac-
count. Decisions on de-
velopmental projects are 
being taken by the gov-
ernment and by individ-
ual ministries in Delhi, 
without consulting states 
at any level. The BJP 
government has pushed 
the trend of imposing 
cesses - Swachh Bharat 
Cess or Krishi Kalyan 
Cess - on taxes. This too 
is anti-federalism, as cess 
revenues don’t come into 
the divisible pool and are 

not shared with the states. 
There has been unease at 
the manner in which of-
ficers are being deputed 
from states to the centre 
without speaking to state 
governments. Each of 
these may seem minor 
by itself, but collectively 
they add up. They also 
run contrary to the claims 
and the commitment of a 
regime of “cooperative 
federalism”. The govern-
ment had come in in 2014 
promising a new culture 
in centre-state relations, 
but its delivery has been 
anything but represen-
tative of a new culture. 
The new cow slaughter 
sale rules, and the rejec-
tion of the economic and 
social diversity of India 
as well as of the adminis-
trative autonomy of state 
governments, is telling 
of the disappointing and 
dangerous approach of 
the BJP. Well, the centre 
doesn’t know the true 
meaning of the F word! 
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If Shashi Tharoor does 
fight the elections for the 
next top boss of the Con-
gress, it will be the big-
gest challenge yet to the 
Gandhi family’s control 
over the party. Tharoor 
is not an old-school Con-
gressman; he made a lat-
eral entry into the party 
after a failed attempt at 
becoming Secretary-
General of the UN, an 
organisation where he 
spent nearly three de-
cades of his professional 
life. His first brush with 
fame came in 1989 dur-
ing the golden days of 
Indo-Anglian literature. 
Tharoor’s The Great In-
dian Novel is a retell-
ing of the Mahabharata 
in modern India, and it 
holds some clues to his 
attitude to the Nehru-
Gandhi family and its 
politics. In that fictional 
world, the characters are 
thinly-veiled references 
to real historical figures; 
Dhritarashtra is Jawahar-
lal Nehru, Priya Duryod-
hani is Indira Gandhi, 
Yudhishtir is Morarji De-
sai, Drona is Jayaprakash 
Narayan, and the narrator 
Ved Vyasa is most prob-
ably a combination of 
C Rajagopalachari and 
Neelam Sanjiva Reddy. 
Nehru as Dhritarashtra is 
potrayed as a blind ideal-
ist who self-confessedly 
is only good at foreign af-
fairs since it “is the only 
subject where it does 
not matter that I can’t 
see: everything else re-
quires an empiricism of 
which I am incapable.” 
Dhritarashtra has an il-
legitimate daughter with 
a Lady Georgina Drew-
pad (a not-too-subtle al-
lusion to Lady Mount-
batten) called Draupadi 
Mokrasi, better known as 

Di Mokrasi (democracy) 
who is envied and dis-
trusted by her half-sister 
Priya Duryodhani (Indira 
Gandhi). It is telling that 
Nehru-as-Dhritarashtra 
leaves nothing for Di 
Mokrasi in his will when 
he dies, and she is courted 
and sustained after that by 
the rivals of the Kauravas 
(Congress), the Panda-
vas, who are led by their 
eldest brother Yudhishtir 
(Morarji Desai) and 
trained by Jayaprakash 
Drona (Jayaprakash Na-
rayan). If Tharoor has 
some sympathy for Ne-
hru (he later wrote a bi-
ography of India’s first 
Prime Minister), he has 
almost none for Indira 
Gandhi. Her character 
Priya Duryodhani is por-
trayed as someone who 
“acted only according to 
the dictates of her own 
conscienceless mind” 
and who “emasculated 
her party by appointing 
state leaders rather than 
allowing them to be elect-
ed.” Tharoor’s narrator 
sets himself up against 
Duryodhani’s betrayal of 
the spirit of the freedom 
struggle by imposing a 
‘Siege’ (Emergency). It 
would be wrong to as-

cribe to the Shashi Tha-
roor of today the same 
assessment of Indira 
Gandhi that he had when 
he was just 33 years old. 
But even in 2003, just a 
few years before Thar-
oor joined the Congress, 
he hadn’t changed his 
views. In his biography 
of Nehru, Tharoor wrote 
that Indira’s proximity 
to her father gave her “a 
taste for power and its ac-
quisition, with little sense 
of the larger good for 
which it could be used... 
she seized the mantle of 
Nehruvianism but never 
understood it.” What 
about Indira’s ‘leftist’ 
economic policies, such 
as bank nationalisation? 
Here is what the narrator 
has to say about it: “To-
day we all realise what 
some of us realised even 
then, that nationalization 
(sic) only means transfer-
ring functioning and suc-
cessful institutions from 
the hands of competent 
capitalists to those of 
bumbling bureaucrats.” 
Tharoor’s views on Ne-
hru’s economic policies 
are equally negative. In 
the Nehru biography, 
Tharoor writes that the 
Prime Minister’s dog-

matic adherence to Plan-
ning (with a capital P) 
“actively impeded, rather 
than facilitated, the coun-
try’s development,” and 
that even the achieve-
ments of Nehruvian 
‘socialism’ “could have 
come through the pri-
vate sector and that most 
of India’s public sector 
industries were so inef-
ficient that the country 
would actually have been 
better off without them.” 
Tharoor, therefore, is the 
most published critic of 
the policies of the Nehru-
Gandhis within the Con-
gress, a party he chose 
to join because he was 
“ideologically comfort-
able with it”. It would 
be easy to dismiss Tha-
roor as a caricature of 
the Lutyens liberal who 
prides himself on being 
a walking thesaurus, an 
English language - snob, 
a lover of elite comforts 
(remember that he landed 
in trouble for referring to 
economy seats in airlines 
as “cattle class”). Yet, un-
like the Gandhis, whose 
attempts to flirt with 
temple-hopping found 
few takers, Tharoor has 
publicly called himself a 
Hindu, and written two 

books on it. His position 
on the Sabarimala tem-
ple-entry issue was care-
fully constructed to avoid 
being branded anti-Hin-
du. In an article written 
around that time, Tharoor 
backed those who op-
posed allowing women 
into the Sabarimala tem-
ple, writing that “when 
you disturb the beliefs of 
worshippers, you violate 
a space beyond reason-
ing.” Despite his overt 
Anglophilia, Tharoor has 
successfully managed to 
project himself as a vo-
cal anti-colonialist. His 
Oxford Union speech on 
“Britain owes reparations 
to her former colonies” 
went viral on YouTube, 
and his subsequent book 
on the Raj, An Era of 
Darkness, is a bestseller. 
This is a crucial position-
ing which makes it diffi-
cult for the BJP to attack 
Tharoor as a deracinated 
anti-national. One cannot 
call someone a Macau-
layputra, however faux-
British their accent might 
be, if they have made an 
impassioned critique of 
British colonialism. It is 
important to also remem-
ber that despite his lack of 
political pedigree, Thar-
oor withstood the “Modi 
Wave” to be re-elected to 
parliament both in 2014 
and 2019. Tharoor there-
fore appeals to that sec-
tion of India’s elite which 
doesn’t like the BJP’s po-
litical Hindutva, but also 
dislikes Rahul Gandhi’s 
anti-capitalist rhetoric 
and his idealistic adher-
ence to liberalism and his 
brand of secularism. Un-
like Rahul Gandhi, who 
has closed most doors to 
India Inc, Tharoor would 
be welcome there. 

 Making Sense Of Paytm’s Debacle Debut
India’s biggest-ever IPO 
has fallen flat on its face on 
Day 1. Paytm sold shares at 
₹ 2,150, listed at ₹ 1,950 
and closed at its day low 
of ₹ 1,560. That means 
anyone who was hoping 
to cash in on listing day is 
down more than 27% on 
their investments. This has 
come in the middle of In-
dia’s IPO fever and after 
Zomato gave 66% returns 
on debut and Nykaa almost 
doubled at the end of its first 
day. Paytm’s IPO valued 
the company at roughly $20 
billion, it closed on listing 
day at a valuation of about 
$14 billion. That is lower 
than what it was worth in 
2019, when it raised one 
billion dollars. And if the 
brokerage firm Macquarie 
has got it right, then the 
Paytm stock is overvalued 
even now. Macquarie says 
Paytm is not worth more 
than ₹ 1,200 because it 
does nothing that other big 
players don’t already do, 
and that the company’s core 
business of wallets has be-
come redundant with the 
spread of UPI. Macquarie 
calls Paytm a “cash guz-
zler” which has, in funding 
losses, burnt 70% of the 
money it has raised since 
its launch. None of this is 
new. The valuation guru As-
wath Damodaran, followed 
by many serious investors 
across the world, had put 
out his own valuation of 
Paytm six weeks ago, where 
he called the company “In-
dia’s premier cash burning 
machine”. Damodaran said 
Paytm’s performance leads 
“to a cynical conclusion 
that the company is adding 
new services and giving 
them away for nothing (or 
close to it) to pad its user/

transaction numbers. Sec-
ond, this is a company that 
seems to run on hyperbolic 
forecasts from its founders 
and top management, that 
are not just consistently 
higher than what the com-
pany deliver, but often by a 
factor of three or four.” Yet 
– and here’s the interest-
ing part – Damodaran, who 
tends to be a cautious inves-
tor, found several reasons to 
give Paytm an initial valu-
ation of ₹ 1.46 lakh crore 
or around $20 bn. This is 
broadly the same as Paytm’s 
IPO valuation. Compare 
that to Damodaran’s assess-
ment of the other big ‘start-
up’ IPO, Zomato. Damoda-
ran valued Zomato at about 
₹ 41 per share (based on 
an “upbeat story”) versus 
its IPO offer price of ₹ 76 
and its listing price of ₹ 
116. In fact, as Damodaran 
had identified, Zomato has 
several problems of its own 
– high costs of customer 
acquisition and marketing, 
backlash from vendors and 
delivery partners, limited 
proprietary data that’s re-
stricted to food preferenc-
es of customers, a nimble 

and aggressive competitor 
like Swiggy and the new 
entrant, Amazon Foods, 
which has the deep pock-
ets to give big discounts to 
price out its rivals. Yet, the 
market decided to reward 
Zomato, but punish Paytm. 
What explains this? Is it 
because Paytm is largely a 
Chinese company, with Ali-
baba, Ant Group and SAIF 
Partners owning 54% of the 
shares before the IPO? Are 
the markets worried that 
Paytm will not be able to 
expand into more lucrative 
businesses, like running a 
finance bank, because of its 
China connection? Or has 
there been a coordinated 
effort by big market play-
ers to ensure Paytm comes 
a cropper on its debut? The 
timing of Macquarie’s re-
port, giving their first rating 
on the stock, on the day of 
its listing, has raised many 
questions  that will never 
be answered satisfactorily. 
Some would say that Pay-
tm is unlucky. Its business 
model is no different than 
that of several other fintech 
and ecommerce businesses. 
All of them are betting on 

future earnings, with virtu-
ally no profits to show in 
the present. They burn cash 
to give massive discounts 
to customers in the hope 
that people will get so ha-
bituated to these platforms 
that they will remain ac-
tive even when the prices 
are hiked. Betting on them 
is to believe that India has 
a massive untapped market 
for e-commerce to penetrate 
deeper. It is a narrative that 
is based on the idea that In-
dians have got hooked to 
their mobile phones, and 
that they will reorient their 
spending priorities to buy 
more smartphones and data. 
The trouble with this story 
is that it overestimates the 
Indian economy’s ability 
to make a majority of its 
citizens richer. If one be-
lieves the estimates made 
by CMIE’s Mahesh Vyas, 
then just about 23 million 
households in India earn 
more than five-lakh-rupees 
per year (less than ₹ 42,000 
a month). That is about 7% 
of all Indian families. This 
is broadly the size of India’s 
buying classes, of people 
who can afford various 
kinds of goods and services. 
If any company wants to 
reach beyond this ,it will 
have to give big discounts 
-  exactly what India’s tech 
platforms have been doing 
to shore up their customer 
base. But once these dis-
counts are withdrawn, the 
customers will drop off as 
well because they simply do 
not have the money to buy 
things at their real market 
price. There are no indica-
tors in India’s economy to 
suggest that this massively 
skewed and unequal pat-
tern of income distribution 
is going to change anytime 

soon. CMIE’s data for Oc-
tober shows a sharp drop in 
employment in the middle 
of the festival season with 
a large number of people 
moving into small entre-
preneurship to make a liv-
ing. Consumer sentiment in 
October continues to be de-
pressed, including amongst 
the affluent. And if there’s a 
recovery right at the top of 
the consumption pyramid, 
it is probably restricted to 
just the top 1-2% of Indi-
ans. That means most of 
India’s consumer-facing 
tech companies have prob-
ably already reached the 
saturation point of their real 
customer-base, of people 
who can afford to pay for 
their services even if there 
were no discounts. This is 
also one reason why these 
unicorns have suddenly 
tapped the markets to raise 
funds, and list themselves. 
They have made the most 
of the bull-run in the stock 
markets which has contin-
ued since mid-March last 
year, giving their original 
investors a chance to walk 
away with a large profit. 
Despite this, there is reason 
to believe that Paytm’s de-
but debacle is an aberration. 
India’s economy is getting 
increasingly centralised 
in the hands of a few big 
corporate houses. They all 
know that the future is digi-
tal, and the only way to stay 
in the game is to invest in 
it. This means the Paytms of 
the world will continue to 
be funded, even if they keep 
burning cash. These a r e 
platforms that have estab-
lished themselves amongst 
millions of customers.

Why Shashi Tharoor Could Be Real Challenger To Gandhis
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Three men convicted by court over plot to 
attack President Emmanuel Macron in 2018

hree men were convicted 
by an anti-terror court in 
France late Friday (Feb-
ruary 17) over a plot to 
attack President Em-
manuel Macron in 2018. 
The men were part of a 
Facebook group called 
the “Barjols” and were 
convicted of conspiracy 
to commit a terrorist act 
after the court heard how 
they discussed using a 
ceramic knife to stab 
Macron at a World War 
I commemoration, ac-
cording to a report by the 
news agency AFP. The 
accused are expected to 
file appeals. Barjols was 
formed in 2017 in the af-
termath of several deadly 
attacks in France, includ-
ing one at the Charlie 
Hebdo magazine and the 
Bataclan concert hall in 
Paris. Jean-Pierre Bouy-
er, a former mechanic, 
was handed the longest 
sentence of four years 
in prison, with one year 

suspended, which is well 
below the maximum jail 
term of 10 years for the 
offence. Bouyer, 66, was 
arrested on November 6, 
2018, with three others in 
the eastern Moselle re-
gion. The AFP report said 
that cops found a com-
mando-style knife and 
an army vest in his car 
as well as three firearms 
at his home.  Munich 
Security Conference: 

French President Macron 
bashes Putin in a hard-
hitting address Two other 
men arrested with the 
66-year-old were handed 
shorter prison sentences, 
while nine co-defendants 
and fellow members of 
the Barjols were cleared. 
A 13th member was 
given a suspended sen-
tence for illegally pos-
sessing a firearm. The 
chief prosecutor called 

the Barjols an “incubator 
of violent action” when 
she summed up her ar-
guments against the 13 
defendants, almost all of 
whom had no criminal 
record. Their ideas could 
seem “eccentric” but the 
“threat was real”, she 
said. Since the beginning 
of the trial last month, the 
anti-terror court heard 
details of the group’s al-
cohol-fuelled meetings, 

their racist online discus-
sions of migration, their 
fear of a civil war, and 
their hatred of President 
Emmanuel Macron. The 
case also raised questions 
about the point at which 
online conspiracies and 
violent fantasies become 
criminal, with defence 
lawyers claiming the 
prosecution lacked evi-
dence of any real desire 
to act, the news agency 
reported. Speaking to re-
porters on Friday, Jean-
Pierre Bouyer’s lawyer 
Olivia Ronen said she 
regretted that the judges 
did not recognise the 
case was blown out of 
proportion and there was 
no hard evidence to con-
vict. “The court ended 
up a bit in the middle of 
the road,” fellow defence 
lawyer Francois Ormil-
lien said, highlighting the 
guilty verdicts but “ex-
tremely light” sentences.

US shot down hobbyists’ balloon worth 
$12 using missile costing $439,000?

Breaking the balloon of 
hysteria created around 
Chinese spy devices fly-
ing over the United States, 
a hobby group in Illinois 
has claimed that probably 
it was just a $12 inflat-
able launched by them. If 
the reports are to be be-
lieved, the United States 
Air Force (USAF) used a 
missile worth $439,000 
to shoot down the flying 
balloon which was just a 
$12 hobby balloon and 
not the suspected Chinese 
spy device. Northern Illi-
nois Balloon Brigade, a 
hobbyist group in the US, 
has reportedly claimed 
that on February 11, one 
of its pico balloons went 
“missing in action” in 
Alaska, coincidentally 
when the suspected bal-
loon was shot down by 
the USAF F-22 fighter jet 
using a Sidewinder mis-
sile, costing $400,000, in 
the vicinity of Yukon ter-
ritory in Canada. ALSO 
READ | US President 
Biden to talk to China’s 

Xi in wake of balloon 
controversy A pico bal-
loon has trackers in-
stalled in it for measuring 
humidity, temperature, 
pressure or wind currents. 
NIBBB said that the last 
location reported by their 
‘K9YO’ balloon was near 
the coast of southwest 
Alaska at around 1 am 
GMT on Saturday (Feb-
ruary 11) US ends search 
for debris of downed Chi-
nese balloon Meanwhile, 
the search for debris of 
the alleged Chinese sur-
veillance balloon, which 
was shot down earlier, 
along with the two un-

identified objects which 
were downed on Lake 
Huron and near Alaska 
was ended by the United 
States, said the military’s 
Northern Command on 
Friday. “Recovery op-
erations concluded Feb-
ruary 16 off the coast of 
South Carolina, after US 
Navy assets assigned to 
US Northern Command 
successfully located and 
retrieved debris from 
the high-altitude PRC 
surveillance balloon,” 
NORTHCOM’s state-
ment read, as it referred 
to China.

Over 100 minors illegally employed in hazardous conditions
A slaughterhouse clean-
ing firm in the United 
States illegally employed 
over 100 children at 13 
meat processing facili-
ties in eight states where 
they used caustic chemi-
cals to clean razor-sharp 
saws, and other high-risk 
equipment, the US De-
partment of Labour said 
on Friday (February 17). 
Packers Sanitation Ser-
vices Inc. has paid $1.5 
million in civil money 
penalties for violating 
rules. A total of 102 mi-
nors - between the age of 
13 and 17 years  - were 
employed by the firm in 
hazardous occupations. 
They also worked in 
overnight shifts. At least 
three minors suffered 
injuries at work, federal 
investigators said. “One 
of the nation’s largest 
food safety sanitation 
services providers has 
paid $1.5 million in civil 
money penalties after the 
US Department of La-
bour’s Wage and Hour 
Division found the com-
pany employed at least 
102 children – from 13 
to 17 years of age – in 

hazardous occupations 
and had them working 
overnight shifts at 13 
meat processing facili-
ties in eight states,” read 
an official statement by 
the government depart-
ment. The firm provides 
cleaning services under 
contract to some of the 
largest meat and poultry 
producers in the US. The 

federal investigation was 
carried out between Au-
gust and December last 
year. Solicitor of Labour 
Seema Nanda, respond-
ing to the probe, said: 
“The Department of La-
bour made it absolutely 
clear that violations of 
child labour laws will 
not be tolerated. No child 
should ever be subject to 

the conditions found in 
this investigation. The 
courts have upheld the 
department’s rightful au-
thority to execute federal 
court-approved search 
warrants and compelled 
this employer to change 
their hiring practices to 
ensure compliance with 
the law.” Also read: Ko-
rean auto giant Hyundai 

investigating child labour 
violations in its US sup-
ply chain “Let this case 
be a powerful reminder 
that all workers in the 
United States are entitled 
to the protections of the 
Fair Labour Standards 
Act and that an employer 
who violates wage laws 
will be held account-
able,” she further added.

 53 killed in ambush blamed on 
Islamic State, say reports

Fifty-three people were 
killed on Friday (Febru-
ary 17) in an ambush in 
central Syria blamed on 
the Islamic State. Ac-
cording to state televi-
sion, the victims were 
truffle hunting when they 
were killed “during an at-
tack by the terrorists of 
IS to the southwest of the 
town of Al-Sokhna.” The 
director of the Palmyra 
hospital Walid Audi said 
the victims included 46 
civilians and seven sol-
diers. Speaking to radio 
station Sham FM, Audi 
said the bodies had “been 
brought to the hospital 
after the ambush” that 

targeted dozens. Accord-
ing to the Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights, 
the attack was carried out 
by IS terrorists on mo-
torcycles who opened 
fire on truffle hunters, 
news agency AFP re-
ported early Saturday. 
The IS did not immedi-
ately claim responsibility 
for the ambush. This was 
the deadliest attack by 
the group since January 
2022 when they stormed 
a prison in the Kurdish-
controlled northeastern 
city of Hasakeh in a bid 
to free fellow members. 
The resulting fighting 
inside the city killed 105 

people, mostly civilians, 
as well as 268 terrorists. | 
Senior ISIS leader killed, 
four American troops, 
dog wounded after heli-
copter raid in Syria: US 
military Also on Friday, 
American troops killed a 
senior IS leader in Syria. 
The leader, identified as 
Hamza al-Homsi, was 
killed with the US Cen-
tral Command saying 
that four military per-
sonnel were injured dur-
ing the raid. The injured 
were being treated at an 
American medical facil-
ity in Iraq. After losing 
their last scraps of ter-
ritory following a mili-
tary onslaught backed 
by a US-led coalition in 
March 2019, the Islamic 
State remnants in Syria 
mostly retreated to hide-
outs in the desert. Since 
then, the group has used 
such hideouts to am-
bush Kurdish-led forces 
and Syrian government 
troops while continu-
ing to mount attacks in 
neighbouring Iraq.

‘Old, rich, opinionated...’: Jaishankar’s 
sharp reply to George Soros.

US President Biden to not cross into 
Ukraine during his Poland visit

United States President Joe 
Biden will not be entering 
Ukraine during a visit to Po-
land next week to mark the 
Russia-Ukraine war’s one-
year anniversary. On Friday, 
White House Press Sec-
retary Karine Jean-Pierre 
said that Biden will visit 
Warsaw, Poland, where he 
had delivered a speech last 
year at the Royal Castle of 
the city, extending his sup-
port to the defence efforts 
of Ukraine. | US President 
Biden to talk to China’s Xi 
in wake of balloon contro-
versy Jean-Pierre added 
that the president will hold 
talks with Polish President 
Andrzej Duda and will 
also meet leaders of NATO 
“eastern flank” nations to 
“reaffirm the United States’ 
unwavering support for the 
security of the alliance”. 
Biden will also deliver a 
speech to commemorate 
the war’s first anniversary. 
National Security Council 
spokesperson John Kirby 
said that Biden will discuss 
the bilateral relationship 
between US and Poland 
in his meeting with Duda 

as well as the two nations’ 
“collective efforts to sup-
port Ukraine and to bolster 
Nato’s deterrence”. “The 
two leaders will discuss Po-
land’s important logistical 
role ... in helping us facili-
tate deliveries of military 
and humanitarian assistance 
to Ukraine from not only 
the United States but from 
our allies and partners,” he 
stated. He further stated that 
Biden will also thank Po-
land for allowing US troops 

to station there since the 
time the war started. When 
asked if Biden would cross 
into Ukraine while travel-
ling to Poland, Kirby re-
plied: “No”. Although the 
White House has denied 
any plans for the president 
to visit Ukraine when he 
visits the region next week, 
Kyiv has been visited by 
other NATO leaders since 
the war began last year.

Foreign Minister S Jais-
hankar, who is known 
for his sharp remarks on 
national and international 
issues, on Friday (Febru-
ary 17) hit out at billion-
aire investor George So-
ros over his comments on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. The 92-year-old 
American businessman 
has kicked off a row with 
his comments linking the 
controversy over Gautam 
Adani’s business empire 
and PM Modi. Jaishan-
kar said Soros was “old, 
rich opinionated person, 
sitting in New York” 
who still thinks that his 
views determine how the 
world should work. “Es-
sentially, Mr Soros at the 
Munich conference said 
that India is a democratic 
country. But he does not 
think that the prime min-
ister of India  is a demo-
crat. A few years ago, 
in the same conference, 

when I was there, he ac-
tually accused us of plan-
ning to strip millions of 
Muslims of citizenship. 
That, of course. did not 
happen... it was a ridicu-
lous suggestion,” Jais-
hankar is heard saying in 
a video tweeted by news 
agency ANI while mak-
ing a reference to the Citi-

zenship Amendment Act, 
which was labelled by 
critics as an “anti-Mus-
lim law”. “But you have 
to understand what this 
actually means. I could 
take a view that the in-
dividual in question - Mr 
Soros - is old, rich opin-
ionated person, sitting in 
New York. He still thinks 

that his views should de-
termine how the world 
works. Now, if I could 
only stop at old, rich and 
opinionated, I would put 
it away.... such people ac-
tually invest resources in 
shaping narratives,” the 
Foreign Minister further 
said. Also read: Why is 
everyone talking about 
George Soros? What did 
he say about PM Modi 
& Adani? The comment 
by Soros at the Munich 
Conference has drawn 
strong rebuttal from the 
leaders of the ruling BJP 
in India. Union Minis-
ter Smriti Irani termed it 
as a “declaration to de-
stroy India’s democratic 
processes”. #WATCH | 
Mr Soros is an old, rich 
opinionated person sit-
ting in New York who 
still thinks that his views 
should determine how 
the entire world works...
such people actually in-

vest resources in shap-
ing narratives: EAM Dr 
S Jaishankar pic.twitter.
com/k99Hzf3mGK  ANI 
(@ANI) February 18, 
2023 × Soros was talk-
ing about the fallout of 
the Hindenberg report on 
Gautam Adani, one of the 
wealthiest Asians, when 
he said:  “Modi and busi-
ness tycoon Adani are 
close allies; their fate is 
intertwined. Adani Enter-
prises tried to raise funds 
in the stock market, but 
he failed,” he said. “Ada-
ni is accused of stock ma-
nipulation, and his stock 
collapsed like a house of 
cards. Modi is silent on 
the subject, but he will 
have to answer questions 
from foreign investors 
and in parliament,” he 
further added. The com-
ments have given more 
fodder to the opposition 
parties in India to target 
the government.
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Meta to Block Ads Targeted at 
Teenagers Based on Gender

Meta, owner of Insta-
gram and Facebook, 
on Tuesday said it will 
stop allowing advertis-
ers to target ads at teens 
based on gender, as it 
fights accusations that 
its platforms are harm-
ful to young users. Be-
ginning in February, the 
social media giant said 
advertisers, the source of 
the company’s massive 
revenues, would only be 
able to use age and loca-
tion when targeting ads 
at teens globally. In an-
other break with practice, 
a teen’s previous activity 
on Meta-owned apps will 
no longer inform the ads 

they see, the company 
said. Why the EU Wants 
Details of Big Tech, Tel-
cos’ Investment Plans In 
a blog post, Meta said 
that the changes came 
because it recognizes 
“that teens aren’t nec-
essarily as equipped as 
adults to make decisions 
about how their online 
data is used for advertis-
ing.” Meta said that the 
changes reflected feed-
back from parents and 
experts and would com-
ply with new rules in sev-
eral countries on content 
geared at young people. 
The company formerly 
known as Facebook is 

facing increasing pres-
sure and fines to curb 
its practice of delivering 
narrowly targeted ads to 
its users, a practice that 
brings in billions of dol-
lars in revenue from ad-
vertisers every year. Why 
US Public Schools Are 
Suing Big Tech Over So-
cial Media Harm After 
a long legal tussle, the 
Silicon Valley titan was 
handed a Euro 390 mil-
lion (roughly Rs. 3,400 
crore) fine last week as 
part of a years-long tussle 
with the European Union 
over advertising. More 
worryingly for the firm 
founded by Mark Zuck-

erberg, European regula-
tors also rejected the legal 
basis Meta used to justify 
gathering users’ personal 
data for use in targeted 
advertising. Google and 
Apple have also faced 
investigations and fines 
by regulators for breach-
ing privacy laws through 
targeted ads. In the US, 
Meta and other social 
media giants have mostly 
faced scrutiny from local 
authorities, with nation-
wide laws blocked due to 
intense lobbying by tech 
giants and a politically di-
vided Congress in Wash-
ington. The public school 
district in the US city of 
Seattle last week filed a 
lawsuit against tech gi-
ants, including Meta, for 
allegedly causing mental 
harm, depression, and 
anxiety among students. 
Public school officials 
said they are “holding 
social media companies 
accountable for the harm 
they have wreaked on the 
social, emotional, and 
mental health” of teenage 
students.

Elon Musk continues cost-cutting at 
Twitter, shuts down two offices in India

Twitter has shut down 
two of its three India 
offices and directed its 
employees to work from 
home, as part of Elon 
Musk‘s mission to cut 
costs and turn the strug-
gling social media ser-
vice profitable, the me-
dia reported. Also Read 
- Amazon announces 
Mega Electronics Days 
sale: Check top deals on 
laptops, tabs and acces-
sories Twitter closed its 
offices in the country’s 
capital New Delhi and 
financial hub Mumbai 
and continued to operate 
an office in the southern 
tech hub of Bengaluru, 
reports Bloomberg, cit-
ing sources. Also Read 
- OnePlus 11R 5G to 
get three years of An-
droid updates and four 
years of security patches 
In November last year, 
Musk fired more than 
90 per cent of its staff in 
India, around 200-plus. 
Also Read - Google In-
dia sacks 400 employees 
from various operations 
Globally, Twitter has laid 
off more than 50 per cent 

of its staff. Last month, 
Musk, who failed to pay 
the rent for Twitter head-
quarters in San Fran-
cisco, asked its remain-
ing staff in Singapore to 
stop coming to the office 
and work remotely as 
the company has report-
edly failed to pay the 

monthly rent. According 
to reports, Twitter em-
ployees were informed 
about the decision via 
email, instructing them 
to leave the CapitaGreen 
building and work from 
home. Casey Newton 
of Platformer said in a 
tweet, “Twitter employ-

ees were just walked out 
of its Singapore office 
– its Asia-Pacific head-
quarters – over nonpay-
ment of rent”. In the US, 
Twitter has been sued as 
it failed to pay $1,36,250 
rent for its office space in 
San Francisco.

Dizo Watch D Pro, Watch D Ultra With Over 
100 Sports Modes Launched in India

Dizo Watch D Pro, and 
Dizo Watch D Ultra have 
been launched as the lat-
est entrants to the Dizo 
smartwatch lineup from the 
Realme TechLife brand, 
Dizo. The Dizo Watch D 
Pro is powered by a custom 
Dizo D1 SoC and features 
Bluetooth calling support 
while running on a custom 
Dizo OS. Dizo Watch D Ul-
tra has been launched with 
an AMOLED screen. Both 
smartwatches come with 
three different strap co-
lour options - Blue, Black, 
and Grey. Dizo Watch D 
Pro price, availability Dizo 
Watch D Pro is set to launch 
on January 17 on the e-com-
merce website Flipkart at a 
launch price of Rs. 2,699. As 
previously mentioned, the 
smartwatch comes in three 
strap colour options - Blue, 
Black, and Grey. Customers 
who wish to buy the Dizo 
Watch D Pro may choose 
to get notified by Flipkart 
once the sale commences. 
Dizo, OEL to Manufacture 
Smartwatches Audio Wear-
ables in India: Details Dizo 

Watch D Ultra price, avail-
ability Dizo Watch D Ultra 
is set to launch on January 
12 on Flipkart at a launch 
price of Rs. 3,299. The 
Dizo Watch D Ultra, too, 
arrives in three strap colour 
options - Blue, Black, and 
Grey. Customers can also 
set up an alert on Flipkart 
for the launch of the Dizo 
Watch D Ultra. Dizo Watch 
D Pro specifications The 
Pro monikered latest entry 
from Dizo runs on Dizo OS 
and features a 1.85-inch dis-
play that delivers up to 600 
nits of peak brightness and 
supports 60Hz refresh rate. 

Dizo Watch D Pro is pow-
ered by a Dizo D1 SoC cou-
pled with an independent 
GPU and four times more 
RAM. This is, the company 
claims, to aid fluid scrolling 
and better animations on 
the Dizo Watch D Pro. Dizo 
Watch R Talk, Watch D Talk 
With SpO2 Tracking, Blue-
tooth Calling Debuts in In-
dia The smartwatch sports 
an aluminium frame with a 
physical button on the right-
facing side. Dizo Watch D 
Pro packs sensors for heart 
rate monitoring, SpO2 mon-
itoring, sleep, calories.

WhatsApp Picture-in-Picture Feature for Video 
Calls Rolling Out to iOS Users: All Details

WhatsApp for iOS is re-
ceiving an update that 
will allow iPhone own-
ers to multitask on their 
phone while on a video 
call. Unlike the Android 
version of the app, which 
has supported multi-task-
ing while on video calls 
for ages, WhatsApp for 
iOS would pause a user’s 
video stream when the 
app was minimised or 

the user switched to an-
other app. Now, iPhone 
users will see a floating 
picture-in-picture (PiP) 
window with a mini-
mised version of the win-
dow, allowing them to 
access other apps on a 
video call. The popular 
messaging service an-
nounced that it was add-
ing support for the PiP 
feature on iOS via the 

release notes for the lat-
est stable version on the 
App Store. “With support 
for iOS Picture in Picture 
(PiP), you can now mul-
titask during a WhatsApp 
call without your video 
being paused,” the chan-
gelog reads. Gadgets 360 
was able to confirm that 
the feature was enabled 
on two iPhone models 
after updating to What-

sApp for iOS 23.3.77. 
It is worth noting that 
Apple added support for 
PiP mode in 2020 with 
the release of iOS 14, 
while Google added sup-
port back in 2017, when 
it rolled out Android 8, 
popularly known as An-
droid Oreo. Third-party 
Android apps have re-
ceived support for PiP 
mode faster than their 
iOS counterparts — You-
Tube users on iOS were 
finally able to minimise 
video playback to a float-
ing window in the second 
half of 2022. WhatsApp 
Starts Testing Ability to 
Share Up to 100 Images 
at a Time Meanwhile, the 
update also adds support 
for captions while send-
ing documents on What-
sApp for iOS. The app 
previously allowed users 
to add captions to im-
ages and video, and users 

can now add context to 
documents while sharing 
them. Users on iOS will 
also be able to enter lon-
ger subjects and descrip-
tions for group chats, af-
ter updating to the latest 
version of WhatsApp. 
The company rolled out 
these improvements to 
the Android version of 
the app earlier this week 
— along with the ability 
to share 100 images or 
videos at a time, which 
doesn’t appear to be in-
cluded as part of the lat-
est update or iOS. What-
sApp also states that 
users can create avatars 
as stickers and their pro-
file photo, but it is worth 
noting that the company 
first announced the roll-
out of this feature, along 
with support for 36 cus-
tomisable stickers based 
on user-generated ava-
tars, in December.

How to record calls on Oppo, Realme, 
and OnePlus phones with ODialer

Android phones for some-
time have been coming 
with Google dialer as their 
default dialer app. Although 
Google dialer is minimal 
and offers a handful of fea-
tures, it lacks some essential 
ones. Also Read - Govt. an-
nounces new guidelines for 
social media influencers do-
ing paid promotions For in-
stance, Google dialer has a 
call recording option, how-
ever, it will notify every-
one that it’s recording your 
conversation. As opposed 

to this, some OEMs’ own 
dialer apps can record calls 
without notifying anyone. 
Also Read - Reliance Jio 
announces two new 2.5GB 
per day recharge plans 
Oppo recently launched 
its proprietary phone di-
aler called ODialer on Play 
Store. The ODialer comes 
as a replacement for the 
Google dialer and can re-
cord calls without announc-
ing. Also Read - Apple 
HomePod mini and iMac 
receive a price increase in 

India Odialer is specifical-
ly for Oppo, Realme, and 
OnePlus phones. So, it will 
be incompatible with devic-
es from other brands. If you 
are curious to know how 
the call recording feature 
of the dialer works, follow 
along. Or else, you jump to 
the section at the bottom to 
know other features of the 
ODialer. Record calls with 
ODialer on Oppo, Realme, 
and OnePlus phones [Note: 
Recording calls without 
the other person knowing 
is considered a breach of 
privacy. With that kept in 
mind, the steps below are 
only for users who want to 
record office meetings or 
conference calls with con-
sent and for official purpos-
es.] Before we get started, 
note that ODialer will be 
compatible with Oppo, 
Realme, and OnePlus de-
vices running on Android 
12 or above. .Step 1: Open 
Play Store on your device 
and search for ODialer in 

GTA Trilogy Definitive Edition now available 
on Steam, Rockstar Publisher sale

GTA Trilogy Definitive 
Edition was released last 
year but so far it was only 
available on Rockstar’s 
official website. A few 
rumors in the past hinted 
that the game will soon 
release on third-party 
stores like Epic Games 
and Steam. Also Read - 
Jio’s True 5G network 
will not be available 
on these Xiaomi smart-
phones: Report Finally 
on Thursday, Rockstar 
officially announced the 
arrival of the Trilogy De-
finitive Edition on Steam. 
That said, the game is 
now available for pur-
chase on Steam, and the 
good news is that it’s 
listed for 50 percent off. 
Also Read - Netflix an-
nounces new movies ar-
riving in 2023: Extraction 

2, Heart of Stone, Murder 
Mystery 2 and more GTA 
Trilogy Definitive Edi-
tion gets listed on Steam 
The Definitive Edition 
of the trilogy is priced 
at Rs 3,299, but as part 
of Rockstar’s publisher 
sale, it can be purchased 
at Rs 1,649. This is 50 
percent off of the origi-
nal price.  Google parent 
Alphabet reportedly fires 
12,000 employees with 
immediate effect Rock-
star sale Launching the 
game at 50 percent off is 
a good move by Rockstar 
as so far the game has 
garnered mixed reviews 
from fans. The game will 
be available at the afore-
said price only till Febru-
ary 2, which is the last 
day of the Rockstar Pub-
lisher sale. Coming to 

the sale, it’s a great time 
to buy any of the Rock-
star games since they are 
available at up to 76 per-
cent off. Currently, the 
two of the hottest games 
by the studio, GTA 5 and 
Red Dead Redemption II 
are also available at 64 
percent and 67 percent, 
respectively. Several 
GTA 5 bundles like the 
Great White Shark Card, 

Whale Shark Card, and 
Megalodon Shark Card 
are up for grabs at 69 per-
cent, 75 percent, and 76 
percent. The GTA 4 and 
Episodes from Liberty 
City game is available 
for only Rs 299, that’s 70 
percent off of its original 
price – Rs 999. Keeping 
Grand Theft Auto and 
Red Dead Redemption 
games aside, the Max 

Payne franchise, classics 
like Bully and Manhunt 
can also be purchased for 
under Rs 1,000, depend-
ing on the game. Are you 
excited about GTA Tril-
ogy Definitive Edition 
coming to Steam? Or are 
you planning to get a new 
Rockstar title in the sale? 
Do let us know
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After Air India’s Historic Order, Indian Carriers 
Planning To Order 1,200 Aircraft

New Delhi: After Air 
India’s historic order 
of 840 planes to Airbus 
and Boeing, other Indi-
an carriers are planning 
to order close to 1,200 
more aircraft in over 24 
months. According to the 
Centre for Asia Pacific 
Aviation India (CAPA 
India), Indian carriers 
are expected to place or-
ders for additional 1,000-
1,200 aircraft, starting off 
with another large order 
from IndiGo. According 
to a CAPA report, almost 
every carrier in India is 
expected to order more 
aircraft in the next couple 
of years, for fleet replace-
ment as well as growth, 
given that the order book 
for most incumbent car-
riers could be considered 
conservative relative to 

the growth potential of 
the market over the next 
decade and beyond. In-
diGo had been planning 
to place a significant 
order of around 300 air-
craft prior to Covid-19, 
which was deferred due 
to the pandemic. This 
is now likely to pro-
ceed and could be even 
larger than previously 
envisaged, increasing to 

around 500 aircraft now, 
according to the CAPA 
report. In recent months, 
there have been numer-
ous cases of aircraft de-
liveries being delayed 
where the airframe was 
ready, but the engines 
were not available due to 
supply chain issues. The 
incidence of such cases 
is expected to ease by the 
end of FY2024 (2023-

2024). However, even 
after supply-side chal-
lenges are resolved, air-
craft and engine original 
equipment manufactur-
ers (OEMs) face a very 
significant backlog of or-
ders that could take years 
to address, the report 
said. Airbus and Boeing 
combined had 12,669 
unfulfilled orders as on 
December 31, 2022. De-

livery slots are very hard 
to come by for at least 
the next couple of years, 
while for narrow bodies 
the situation is reportedly 
tight until 2029, CAPA 
said in the report released 
on Friday. On Thursday, 
Nipun Aggrawal, chief 
commercial and transfor-
mation officer (CCTO), 
Air India, posted on a 
social media site that out 
of the airline’s order of 
840 aircraft from Euro-
pean giant Airbus and US 
Boeing, the firm’s order 
is for 470 planes and the 
remaining 370 are op-
tions. In a LinkedIn post, 
he mentioned, “The or-
der comprises 470 firm 
aircraft, 370 options and 
purchase rights to be pro-
cured from Airbus and 
Boeing over the next.

Meme Fest Begins on Twitter as Disney+Hotstar 
Stops Working Amid Ind Vs Aus Test Match

New Delhi: Streaming 
platform Disney+Hotstar 
has crashed in India amid 
India Vs Australia test 
match with several us-
ers venting out frustation 
to not able to watch the 
game. The website Down-
detector.in has reported 
the spike of outage by 
users. Netizens are also 
sharing the screenshots 
of crashing homepage 
when they were trying to 
log in on Twitter. | Who 
is Indian-American Neal 
Mohan, YouTube’s new 
CEO? Here are 5 Facts 
The problem is prevalent 
in many regions of the 
country including Delhi, 
Jaipur, Kolkata, Mum-
bai, and Chandigarh. A 
user commented with the 
screenshot that Hotstar 
Domain has been expired 

and it failed to renew the 
domain server. He even 
shared the details in the 
screenshot. “LOL, no 
wonder the entire #Hot-
star website is down - 
their domain expired and 

they’ve just renewed it 
a while ago Someone is 
gonna get for this #IND-
vsAUS #INDvAUS,” he 
tweeted. Twitteratis are 
taking a dig That’s how 
they react.

Apple Begins Laying Off Third-Party 
Contractors: Report

New Delhi:  Apple, the 
only Big Tech company 
that has avoided mass 
layoffs to date, has re-
portedly started laying 
off third-party contrac-
tors. The New York Post 
reported, citing people 
with direct knowledge, 
that the iPhone maker has 
started to cut ties with 
hundreds of contractors 
quietly. “Instead of wait-
ing for contracts that are 
typically renewed every 
12 to 15 months to ex-
pire, Apple is firing con-
tractors outright,” said 
the report, citing sources. 
Apple did not comment 
on the report. (Also Read: 
SBI vs HDFC vs ICICI 
vs PNB vs BoB: Savings 
Accounts Minimum Bal-
ance and Penalty Charges 
Compared) According to 
the report, firing contrac-

tors is a move to cut costs. 
The company hasn’t dis-
closed the size of its con-
tractor workforce, but re-
ports suggest it numbers 
in the thousands. (Also 
Read: Twitter Shuts 
Delhi, Mumbai Offices, 
Only Three Employees 
Running Company’s In-
dia Operations) Apple 
CEO Tim Cook had 
called layoffs at the com-
pany a “last resort kind of 
thing”, adding that “You 
can never say never”. 
Cook had told the Wall 
Street Journal that Apple 
is managing costs very 
tightly. “We want to man-
age costs in other ways to 
the degree that we can,” 
he was quoted as saying. 
Apple faced supply chain 
disruptions in October 
and November as China 
faced a Covid surge and 

protests erupted at its key 
supplier Foxconn’s main 
factory in the country. 
Cook said that Covid-
related challenges “sig-
nificantly impacted the 
supply of iPhone 14 Pro 
and iPhone 14 Pro Max 
and lasted through most 
of December”. As a re-
sult of a challenging en-
vironment, “our revenue 
was down 5 percent year 
over year”, he added. Ac-
cording to Wedbush tech 
analyst Dan Ives, Apple 
didn’t overhire during the 
pandemic. Apple’s em-
ployee count went up by 
about 7 percent in 2022 
compared to 2021. Cook 
has already taken a huge 
pay cut of $35 million, or 
more than 40 percent of 
his compensation.

India To Set Up $4 Billion Fund To 
Backstop Corporate Debt Market

India is setting up a fund 
worth 330 billion rupees 
($4 billion) to provide 
liquidity to its corpo-
rate debt market during 
bouts of stress, to help 
stem panic selling and 
ease redemption pres-
sures, an SBI Mutual 
Fund executive told Re-
uters. The government 
will provide 90% of 
the money for the fund, 
and other asset manag-
ers would contribute the 
rest, deputy managing 
director D.P. Singh said. 
SBI Mutual Fund, a unit 

of India’s largest state-
owned lender, State Bank 
of India, has been tasked 
with administrating the 
backstop fund, which 
was first proposed by the 
Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) in 
2020 after high-profile 
defaults rocked the do-
mestic debt market. “We 
have seen in the past that 
whenever there is a credit 
event, there is a run on 
the funds for redemp-
tion which in turn creates 
pressure on liquidity,” 
said Singh in an emailed 

response to questions 
from Reuters. “This 
fund is being created to 
avoid such a situation in 
the future and meet the 
redemption pressure in 
any such event.” During 
times of stress, the back-
stop fund could step into 
the market to buy rela-
tively illiquid investment 
grade bonds. The need 
for a buyer and seller of 
last resort for corporate 
bonds was highlighted 
by Franklin Templeton 
India’s move to stop re-
demptions from six debt 

funds in April 2020 as in-
vestors withdrew money 
and the fund house was 
unable to sell debt in-
vestments in the market. 
India vs Australia: Ravi-
chandran Ashwin Joins 
Anil Kumble In Elite 
India Test List India vs 
Australia: Ravichandran 
Ashwin Joins Anil Kum-
ble In Elite India Test 
List “Would Have Crum-
bled Under Pressure...”: 
Cheteshwar Pujara’s Fa-
ther Cites Family Trage-
dy And How It Impacted 
Star “Would Have Crum-

bled Under Pressure...”: 
Cheteshwar Pujara’s Fa-
ther Cites Family Trage-
dy And How It Impacted 
Star “Fed Up With Air 
India”: PM’s Economic 
Advisory Council Chair-
man “Fed Up With Air 
India”: PM’s Economic 
Advisory Council Chair-
man “This backstop fa-
cility fund comes out of 
Indian market peculiar-
ity that the bonds are 
investment grade and 
still illiquid,” said An-
ubhav Shrivastava, part-
ner, Infinity Alternatives, 
an alternate investment 
fund (AIF). “The market 
for secondary corporate 
bonds is thin which is 
why we need the buyer 
and seller of last resort, 
the backstop fund will do 
this.” Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman an-
nounced last year that the 
government had taken 
up SEBI’s proposal for 
the fund, without giving 
details. The fund will be 
operational within three 
months, a person famil-
iar with the plans told 
Reuters on condition of 
anonymity as they were 
not allowed to speak to 
the media. The fund is 
small relative to 39 tril-
lion rupees ($471 billion) 
Indian corporate bond 
market, but its size could 
be increased later, the 
source said

Apple is offering HUGE discounts on 
iPhones, iPads, MacBooks, Air Pods, more

Swiggy lays off its 380 employees 
after town hall meeting

New Delhi: Food deliv-
ery app Swiggy has laid 
off its 380 employees that 
accounted for 6% staff 
amid tough times and stark 
compeitition among food 
delivery market in India. 
Swiggy joined the league 
of the companies that laid 
off its employees in the first 
20 days of January, mostly 
tech companies amid fear of 
recession and slow growth 
in 2023. company is no 1 
service brand in the world; 
check list of top 10 “We’re 
implementing a very diffi-
cult decision to reduce the 
size of our team as a part 
of a restructuring exercise. 
In this process, we will be 
bidding goodbye to 380 tal-
ented Swiggsters. This has 
been an extremely difficult 
decision taken after explor-
ing all available options, 
and I’m extremely sorry to 
all of you for having to go 
through with this,” the com-
pany announced in an email 

this morning. | Best camera 
smartphones under 15000 
in India 2023: Check here 
“Effective very soon, we 
will be shutting down our 
Meat marketplace. While 
the team has done excep-
tionally well with solid in-
puts, we haven’t hit prod-
uct-market fit here despite 
our iterations. From a cus-
tomer perspective, we will 
still continue to offer meat 
delivery through Instamart. 

We will continue to stay.
 invested in all other new 
verticals,” the mail said. 
Swiggy CEO said the 
company is committed to 
exploring new business 
opportunities but has also 
taken harder look at some 
of its existing new verticals. 
According to the layoffs.
fyi, the site that keeps track 
on all lay offs around the 
world, a total of 38815 em-
ployees.

New Delhi: Hardware 
giant Apple is offering 
good discounts and offers 
on an array of its devices 
ranging iPhones, iPads, 
MacBooks, and more. 
Customers can avail up 
to Rs 10,000 discounts 
on Apple Online store 
by taking the advantage 
of Apple’s instant saving 
offers. It’s a great chance 
for customers to get a 
Apple product at a dis-
counted price. Customers 
having HDFC bank cred-
it card will avail instant 
discount up to Rs 10,000 
on selected products 
and can save up to Rs 
12,000 when upgrading 
their existing iPhones.  
Google to lay off 12,000 
employees: CEO Sundar 
Pichai The tech giant is 

knocking Rs 3,000 off 
the cost of the iPad 10th 
generation, Rs 4,000 off 
the cost of the iPad Air, 
and Rs 5,000 off the cost 
of the 12.9-inch iPad Pro. 

The iPad 10th genera-
tion 64GB Wi-Fi model 
is now only Rs 41,900, 
compared to the iPad Air 
64GB Wi-Fi only mod-
el’s price of Rs 55,900 

and the iPad Pro 12.9-
inch Wi-Fi only model’s 
price of Rs 1,07,900, re-
spectively. ALSO READ 
| Swiggy lays off its 380 
employees after town hall 

meeting Remember that 
only holders of HDFC 
Bank Credit Cards are 
eligible for the discounts. 
Apple is offering Rs 
3000, Rs 4000, Rs 5000, 
and 10,000 instant dis-
count on iPad 10th Gen, 
iPad Air, iPad Pro 12.9-
inch, and MacBook Air 
M2 Chip respectively. 
The company also pro-
vides Rs 7000 discounts 
on iPhone 14, iPhone 
14 Plus, iPhone 14 Pro 
Max. Not only iPhones 
but smart watches and 
air pods are getting huge 
offs. AirPods pro (2nd 
Gen), Apple watch series 
8 and Apple watch ultra 
are getting offs about Rs 
2000, Rs 4000 and Rs 
5000.as it defaces them 
and reduces their life.
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Liverpool vs Real Madrid Live Streaming: How to 
watch Liverpool vs Real Madrid match Live in India

Liverpool vs. Real Ma-
drid Live Streaming: The 
UEFA Europa League 
2023 came back with a 
bang with a blockbuster 
match between Manches-
ter United and Barcelona 
on Thursday, February 
16. The Liverpool and 
Real Madrid match will 
kick off on Wednesday, 
February 22 in Anfield 

Stadium. After a disas-
trous performance in the 
Premier League, Liver-
pool’s season may be un-
done by the outcome of 
the Champions League. 
Real Madrid has been 
inconsistent and ham-
pered by injuries since 
the World Cup. Los Blan-
cos is an experienced 
player in taking home 

major championships, 
but Madrid would be 
mindful of the threat that 
red presents. Here are all 
the live-streaming de-
tails of the Liverpool vs 
Real Madrid UEFA Eu-
ropa League 2023 match: 
Europa League 2023: 
When will Liverpool vs 
Real Madrid match be 
played? The Liverpool 

vs Real Madrid match is 
on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 22, 2023. What time 
will Liverpool vs Real 
Madrid match begin? 
The Liverpool vs Real 
Madrid match will begin 
at 1:30 am IST. Where 
will Liverpool vs Real 
Madrid match be played? 
The venue of the knock-
out playoff of the UEFA 
Europa League 2023 be-
tween Liverpool and Real 
Madrid is Anfield Stadi-
um in Liverpool, United 
Kingdom Where can I 
watch Liverpool vs Real 
Madrid in India? You can 
watch the live telecast of 
Liverpool vs Real Madrid 
on Sony Sports Network 
in India. Where can I live 
stream Liverpool vs Real 
Madrid match on mobile 
in India? Sony LIV App 
will live stream the Liv-
erpool vs Real Madrid 
in India. You can use the 
app to watch the upcom-
ing matches of the UEFA 
Europa League 2023.

 Check Chennai Super Kings fixture, date, 
time, venues, captain, squad, player list

CSK 2023 full schedule: 
IPL Schedule 2023 was re-
leased by BCCI on Friday, 
February 17. As per the IPL 
schedule, Chennai Super 
Kings (CSK) will play its 
first match of the IPL 2023 
on March 31, 2023, against 
the Gujarat Titans. The 
four-time champion team 
had a disappointing perfor-
mance last year as it ended 
the league stage tournament 
in ninth spot. The team 
will look forward to reviv-
ing its fortunes this year. 
This year, all 10 IPL teams 
have been divided into two 
groups, Group A and Group 
B. CSK, along with Punjab 
Kings, Sunrisers Hyder-
abad, Royal Challengers 
Banglore and Gujarat Ti-
tans are placed in Group B. 
The IPL 2023 grand finale 
will be played on May 28 
at Ahmedabad’s Narendra 
Modi Stadium. Here is the 
CSK 2023 full schedule; 
with fixture, date, time and 
venue of all the matches 
of Chennai Super Kings in 
IPL 2023 Match 1: March 
31, 2023 - Gujarat Titans 
vs Chennai Super Kings, 

Ahmedabad (7:30PM IST) 
Match 2: April 3, 2023 - 
Chennai Super Kings vs 
Lucknow Super Giants, 
Chennai (7:30PM IST) 
Match 3: April 8, 2023 - 
Mumbai Indians vs Chen-
nai Super Kings, Mumbai 
(7:30PM IST) Match 4: 
April 12, 2023 - Chennai 
Super Kings vs Rajasthan 
Royals, Chennai (7:30PM 
IST) Match 5: April 17, 
2023: Royal Challeng-
ers Bangalore vs Chennai 
Super Kings, Bengaluru 
(7:30PM IST) Match 6: 
April 21, 2023: Chennai Su-
per Kings vs Sunrisers Hy-
derabad, Chennai (7:30PM 
IST) Match 7: April 23, 
2023: Kolkata Knight 
RIders vs Chennai Super 
Kings, Kolkata (7:30PM 
IST) Match 8: April 27, 
2023 - Rajasthan Royals vs 
Chennai Super Kings, Jai-
pur (7:30PM IST) Match 
9: April 30, 2023 - Chen-
nai Super Kings vs Punjab 
Kings, Chennai (3:30PM 
IST) Match 10: May 4, 2023 
- Lucknow Super Giants vs 
Chennai Super Kings, Luc-
know (3:30PM IST) Match 

11: May 6, 2023 - Chennai 
Super Kings vs Mumbai 
Indians, Chennai (3:30PM 
IST) Match 12: May 10, 
2023: Chennai Super Kings 
vs Delhi Capitals, Chennai 
(7:30PM IST) Match 13: 
May 14, 2023: Chennai Su-
per Kings vs Kolkata Knight 
Riders, Chennai (7:30PM 
IST) Match 14: May 20, 
2023: Delhi Capitals vs 
Chennai Super Kings, Delhi 
(3:30PM IST) Chennai Su-
per Kings (CSK) full squad 
for IPL 2023 MS Dhoni 
(c), Devon Conway, Ru-
turaj Gaikwad, Ambati Ra-
yudu, Subhranshu Senapati, 
Moeen Ali, Shivam Dube, 
Rajvardhan Hangargekar, 
Dwaine Pretorius, Mitchell 

Santner, Ravindra Jadeja, 
Tushar Deshpande, Muke-
sh Chowdhary, Matheesha 
Pathirana, Simarjeet Singh, 
Deepak Chahar, Prashant 
Solanki, Maheesh Theek-
shana, Ajinkya Rahane, Ben 
Stokes, Shaik Rasheed, Nis-
hant Sindhu, Kyle Jamie-
son, Ajay Mandal, Bhagath 
Varma. Captain of Chennai 
Super Kings (CSK) in IPL 
2023 MS Dhoni will be 
leading the CSK camp in 
IPL 2023. Under his leader-
ship, CSK has lifted the IPL 
trophy 4 times. The team’s 
vice-captain will be Ravin-
dra Jadeja. When will CSK 
play its first match of IPL 
2023? CSK will play its first 
match of IPL 2023.

What is Dwayne ‘The Rock’ Johnson’s 
daughter Ava Raine’s new WWE name

Three years after signing 
with the WWE, Dwayne 
‘The Rock’ Johnson’s 
daughter Simone John-
son or Ava Raine as she 
is known around in wres-
tling circles has been re-
christened once again. 
According to WWE’s of-
ficial website, the NXT 
superstar does not have 
a last name anymore. 
The fans are speculat-
ing that from hereon, the 
Schism member will only 
fight under the moniker 
Ava. The development 
comes in the backdrop 
of Raine’s recent kidnap-
ping exploits. Simone 
debuted in 2020 under 
the name Ava Raine, but 
it appears that the execu-
tives have decided to sep-
arate her identity com-
pletely from her superstar 
father who has been a 
WWE crowd-puller for 
the major part of the last 
two decades. WATCH 
| WWE superstar Seth 
Rollins shares THIS en-
dearing moment with a 
little fan Despite being 
The rock’s oldest daugh-
ter, she is yet to wrestle 
in her first WWE match. 
However, she does have 

an intriguing storyline 
and character develop-
ment already. Ava is cur-
rently part of a storyline 
with Thea hail. During 
one of the recent edi-
tions, Ava could be seen 
kidnapping and choking 
Hail. × Meanwhile, The 
Rock has heaped praises 
on his daughter for fol-
lowing the family lin-
eage of wrestling. After 
Raine’s debut, The Rock 
in an interview with Jim-
my Kimmel discussed 
about her debut. “She 
made her debut in WWE, 
their smaller federation, 
NXT. She did so good,” 
he said before adding, 
She went out there on the 
microphone. You have 
to be poised when you 

go out there. She has a 
cool wrestling name, Ava 
Raine.” Reflecting on her 
name, The Rock said it 
could mean a lot of dif-
ferent things. “It’s prob-
ably a mix of what she 
wanted to do, what she 
wanted to be called. Ul-
timately, what the pow-
ers that be want her to be 
called as well. She’s the 
first fourth generation of 
pro wrestler in WWE. 
I always like to say that 
Ava Raine could mean a 
lot of things, but in my 
mind, it means she’s go-
ing to lay the smackdown 
on candy a**es.” The 
WWE universe is cer-
tainly looking at Ava as a 
future star. If she contin-
ues the hard work,

MSU coach Tom Izzo says team wants ‘to get 
back on the floor’ after shooting incident

In the wake of a fa-
tal shooting incident, 
on February 13, by a 
43-year-old man in 
which three people were 
killed, Michigan State 
University men’s basket-
ball coach Tom Izzo, on 
Thursday, said that his 
team wanted to ‘get back 
on the floor’. The inci-
dent saw shutting down 
of all college activities 

for several days. The 
coach also said that his 
team has spent past sev-
eral days trying to find 
a middle path between 
processing the shooting 
incident and a will to 
return to normalcy. The 
Michigan State Spartans 
met at the head coach’s 
house on Tuesday to left 
players know about the 
mental health resources 

available if needed. Also 
Read: Premier League: 
Multiple bidders from 
Middle East interested in 
buying Manchester Unit-
ed “You have to figure 
out a way to honor the 
people who were sense-
lessly killed, and our way 
of being able to do that is 
to play the game,” Izzo 
said during a news con-
ference Thursday night. 

“[The players] felt that if 
they played it would help 
not only themselves [but] 
maybe the campus heal a 
little bit,” he added. “...
We also know everybody 
grieves different and ev-
erybody processes trau-
ma in a million different 
ways.” The coach also 
said that the Spartans 
did not consider cancel-
ling the upcoming road 

game against Michigan 
on Saturday night. Read 
More: Damar Hamlin 
jacket controversy: The 
NFL star issues apology 
after allegedly commit-
ting blasphemous act 
Michigan State Univer-
sity stopped all campus 
activities after a man, 
not connected with the 
college, opened fire in a 
classroom building and 
at the student union on 
Monday Night in which 
three lives were lost and 
five other remain hos-
pitalized, according to 
police. The campus was 
locked down afterwards 
for several hours until 
police announced that 
the shooter took his own 
lifer after being confront-
ed by them. The athletic 
activities, however, set 
to resume from Friday in 
MSU and the classes for 
students will begin next 
week. Spartans women’s 
basketball team will also 
be hosting Maryland in 
East Lansing on Saturday 
afternoon.

Australian Open: Two-time finalist Daniil 
Medvedev crashes out in straight sets

Sebastian Korda stunned 
two-time losing final-
ist Daniil Medvedev at 
the Australian Open on 
Friday, adding the Rus-
sian to a growing list of 
top seeds crashing out 
early. The 31st-ranked 
American, son of 1998 
Australian Open cham-
pion Petr Korda, blasted 
past the seventh seed 
7-6 (9/7), 6-3, 7-6 (7/4) 
on Rod Laver Arena 
to race into the last 16. 
Korda’s upset teed up a 
clash with Polish 10th 
seed Hubert Hurkacz 
who battled past Cana-
da’s Denis Shapovalov 

7-6 (7/3), 6-4, 1-6, 4-6, 
6-3 - for a place in the 
quarter-finals. “An un-
believable match, I sort 
of knew what I had to do 
and I stuck with it even 
when I was going up 
and down with the emo-
tions,” said the 22-year-
old Korda, adding that 
his game plan was “just 
go for it”. Medvedev was 
a losing finalist at the last 
two Australian Opens, to 
Novak Djokovic in 2021 
and then in a demoral-
ising five-set defeat 12 
months ago against Ra-
fael Nadal after leading 
by two sets. He was at-

tempting to become only 
the fourth man in the 
Open era to reach three 
consecutive Melbourne 
Park finals after Djokov-
ic, Mats Wilander, and 
Ivan Lendl. But that 
quest is now over as he 
joined defending cham-
pion Nadal, second seed 
Casper Ruud and eighth 
seed Taylor Fritz as high-
profile first-week casual-
ties at the season-open-
ing Grand Slam. Read 
more: Australian Open: 
Defending champion 
Rafael Nadal crashes out 
in straight sets Djokovic 
remains in the hunt for a 
10th title, but has a ham-
string injury and con-
fessed on Thursday he 
was “worried” it could 
derail his tournament. 
Korda displayed his cre-
dentials when he pushed 
Djokovic to the brink 
in the Adelaide Interna-
tional final this month, 
earning a championship 

point before the Serb ral-
lied to win in three close 
sets. The Florida native 
bounced back to claim a 
pair of victories in Mel-
bourne against Cristian 
Garin and Yosuke Wata-
nuki before meeting for-
mer world number one 
Medvedev. Korda started 
aggressively, earning 
four break points in an 
11-minute opening game 
before putting one away 
to take an early edge. 
The Russian had minor 
treatment on his right 
hand at the changeover 
before Korda consolidat-
ed for 2-0. The American 
dominated from the base-
line in some lung-busting 
rallies and broke again 
for 4-1 before the Rus-
sian came roaring back 
with two breaks to level 
it up at 4-4. Read more: 
Another top seed casu-
alty in Australian Open 
as Casper Ruud crashes.

Social media influencer who attacked Indian 
cricketer sent to four-day police custody

A Mumbai court on Fri-
day sent social media 
influencer Sapna Gill to 
four-day police custody 
till February 20, a day 
after she allegedly as-
saulted Indian cricket 
star Prithvi Shaw for re-
fusing a selfie. Gill was 
arrested on Thursday 
evening alongside her 
friend Shobhit Thakur 
and six others for alleged 
rioting and extortion. 
They have been charged 
under various sections 
of the Indian Penal Code 
(143, 148, 149, 384, 437, 
504, 506). Meanwhile, 
Gill’s lawyer Ali Ka-
shif claimed that it was 
the cricketer that physi-
cally assaulted his client. 
“Sapna was assaulted by 
Prithvi. A stick was seen 
in Prithvi’s hand. Prith-
vi’s friends assaulted the 
group first. Sapna is cur-

rently at Oshiwara police 
station. The police are 
not allowing her to go 
for medical treatment,” 
said Kashif. The lawyer 
also denied that Gill had 
asked $600 (Rs 50,000) 
from Shaw to settle the 
matter. VIRAL: Prithvi 
Shaw faces nightmare 
experience with a fan, at-
tacked for denying selfie 
- Watch Notably, Shaw 
was out for a dinner with 
his friend on Thursday 
when he was approached 
by Gill and Thakur for 
the selfie. At first, the In-
dian opener agreed but 
when he was interrupted 
again, for more pictures, 
he asked the group which 
had gathered around 
to leave him and com-
plained to the manager of 
a five-star hotel in Mum-
bai. However, Gill and 
Thakur allegedly started 

allegedly abusing and as-
saulting Shaw who could 
be seen rattled in the 
pictures and videos that 
have since gone viral on 
social media platforms. 
WATCH | Indian cricket-
er Prithvi Shaw attacked 
in Mumbai for denying 
selfies × Shaw eventually 
had to take another car to 
leave the scene whereas 
his friend Ashish filed a 
complaint at the Oshi-
wara Police station..

 Shaw in his complaint 
added that both Gill and 
Thakur were in an ine-
briated state when the 
ruckus ensues. Shaw re-
cently made a comeback 
in the Indian team during 
the India-New Zealand 
home T20Is. He didn’t 
get a game under his belt 
and is now gearing up for 
IPL 2023, where he will 
represent the Delhi Capi-
tals (DC)
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When Yami Gautam wanted to quit films and 
do farming like Sushant Singh Rajput

Actress Yami Gautam be-
gan her acting career with 
TV in 2008. She bagged 
her first Hindi film after 
working in regional film 
industries. It was in 2010 
when she featured in her 
first film, Ullasa Uthsaha, 
followed by her debut in 
a Punjabi movie and then 

a Telugu film in 2011. 
With a humble start, she 
ventured into Hindi films 
and soon became popular 
for her charismatic pres-
ence on the big screen. 
This translated to star-
dom but Yami, all this 
while, kept a low profile. 
She was apparently never 

comfortable socialising 
for work. In a recent in-
terview, Yami revealed 
that she wanted to quit 
films just like Sushant 
Singh Rajput and take 
up farming as a profes-
sion. She also felt there 
was an unsaid pressure to 
socialise and network at 

Bollywood parties, if you 
wanted to chart the lad-
der of success. In the said 
interview, Yami Gautam 
told the portal, “This city 
tests you and breaks you. 
There was this time in 
my life — I have a piece 
of land in Himachal 
Pradesh, and I thought 
that I would take up farm-
ing, if this film does not 
work.” “I told my mother 
if this film does not work, 
I would just come back. 
I am happy with acting 
and roles, but the process 
tests you — the people, 
the process, and the un-
spoken culture, notions,” 
she said. Yami also spoke 
of the networking that 
was expected of all ac-
tors. “Why do you have 
to tell people you are a 
good actor? But for the 
longest time I was told 
to network, and socialise. 
This isn’t bad, but there 
are people like me who 
aren’t comfortable. Why 
should I go to a party to 

make a conversation just 
to get work? If you like 
it, go ahead — I am not 
judging”, said Yami. The 
actress also revealed that 
many of her contempo-
raries complain about 
the same parties and net-
working pressure in the 
industry. However, they 
would still show up at 
the same place. We heard 
something similar from 
the late actor Sushant 
Singh Rajput who died 
by suicide. The actor’s 
father in an FIR post his 
death had told media, “At 
one point of time, my son 
decided to give up films, 
settle down in Coorg and 
pursue farming along 
with Mahesh Shetty. My 
son was blackmailed by 
Rhea Chakraborty who 
threatened him that she 
would make his medical 
history public and let the 
world know that he was 
mentally unstable, put-
ting his career in jeop-
ardy.”

Shah Rukh Khan starrer ‘Pathaan’ Tickets at 
Flat Rs 110 Across Indian Theatres

Mumbai: The spy action 
film ‘Pathaan’, which 
stars the Bollywood su-
perstar Shah Rukh Khan, 
Deepika Padukone and 
John Abraham will be 
available at reduced 
ticket prices in theatres 
across India on Friday. 
The film will be avail-
able for exhibition at flat 
Rs 110 across cinemas in 
India. The move is be-
ing done to celebrate the 
film’s performance at the 
box-office as it has sin-

gle-handedly bailed the 
Hindi film industry out 
of troubled waters and 
has set the cash registers 
ringing collecting Rs 963 
crore gross worldwide. 
To celebrate Pathaan be-
ing the highest-grossing 
Hindi film worldwide in 
the history of Hindi cin-
ema, top theatre chains 
of India - PVR, Inox, 
Cinepolis, Miraj, Movi-
etime, MuktaA2 and oth-
er participating cinemas 
have come together to 

celebrate this Friday as 
‘Pathaan Day’. The SRK-
starrer ‘Pathaan’ has 
minted Rs 498.85 crore in 
India (Hindi - Rs 481.35 
crore, Dubbed - Rs 17.50 
crore). The film, pro-
duced by Yash Raj Films 
and directed by Siddharth 
Anand, tells the story of 
the titular spy, who fights 
the odds to save the na-
tion from the evil plans 
of an ex-RAW agent who 
turned rogue.

Vijay Deverakonda Made Good On A Promise - Sends 
100 Fans On A Paid Vacation

New Delhi: It’s time for 
“Deverasanta.” Yes, that’s 
what Vijay Deverakonda 
would like to call his treat 
to his 100 lucky fans from 
across the country – a free 
trip to the mountains. The 
actor has arranged a 5-day 
all-expenses paid holiday, 
including food, travel and 
accommodation, for 100 
of his fans in Manali as a 
Christmas gift. On Saturday, 
Vijay posted a heartwarm-
ing video his fans made for 
him on a flight. They can 
be seen cheering for him 
on the plane. Describing 
the video as the “cutest,” 
Vijay Deverakonda wrote: 
“They sent me a video from 
their flight this morning. 
And they are off on their 
holiday to the mountains! 
100 from across the coun-
try, makes me so happy. 
#Deverasanta2022.” Vijay 
Deverakonda began this an-
nual tradition of giving his 
fans special Christmas gifts 
five years ago. Last year in 
December, he announced a 
free holiday for 100 lucky 
fans. Vijay Deverakonda 
has certainly made this year 
a lot more special for his 
fans. When the actor an-

nounced the all-expenses 
paid trip last year, he had 
asked his fans to choose be-
tween “mountains, beaches, 
desert or cultural trip.” In 
a poll, 42.5% per cent of 
his fans voted for a trip to 
the mountains. A few days 
later, Vijay Deverakonda 
revealed the final plan for 
the trip where he will pay 
all expenses on behalf of 
his fans during their holi-
day. “100 of you go to the 
mountains. Update! Happy 
new year. Big kisses and 
lots of love to all of you,” 
read his tweet. Vijay Dever-
akonda Shares Pics From 
His Dubai Diaries Vijay 
Deverakonda Shares Pics 
From His Dubai Diaries Sa-
mantha Ruth Prabhu Apolo-
gises To Vijay Deverakonda 
Fans. His Reply Samantha 
Ruth Prabhu Apologises To 
Vijay Deverakonda Fans. 
His Reply Vijay Devera-
konda Just “Bought Part Of 
A Sports Team” - Details 
Here Vijay Deverakonda 
Just “Bought Part Of A 
Sports Team” - Details Here 
In a subsequent tweet, Vijay 
Deverakonda also shared 
the scenic views of the re-
sort where his fans will be 

staying in Manali. “Booked 
your stay. This is where 
you’ll be staying… These 
most beautiful properties in 
Manali - hosted by #Stay-
Vista. Final list of names 
will be announced tomor-

row. #Deverasanta2022,” 
he wrote. Post a comment 
Vijay Deverakonda was 
last seen in Liger, where he 
was paired opposite Ananya 
Panday. The actor next has 
a film with Gowtam Tin-

nanuri, where he will play 
the role of a cop. Vijay 
will also be seen alongside 
Samantha Ruth Prabhu in 
Kushi.

Tiger Shroff shares first look from 
‘Bade Miyan Chote Miyan’

Pooja Entertainment’s 
highly anticipated film 
‘Bade Miyan Chote Mi-
yan’ starring Akshay Ku-
mar and Tiger Shroff is 
gearing up for its mega 
release this year. Tiger 
shroff’s first solo picture 
from the film just dropped 
and his fans show a lot of 
excitement for it on the 
internet. Taking to social 
media, the official handle 
of Pooja Entertainment 
re-shared Tiger Shroff’s 
post. In the photof, Tiger 

can be seen showing off 
his ripped-back muscles 
in what looks like a high-
octane action film. The 
post is captioned, “@
tigerjackieshroff Almost 
time ₹” See the picture 
here: View this post on 
Instagram A post shared 
by Pooja Entertainment 
(@pooja_ent) × The film 
is set to be one of the big-
gest films this year with 
‘Bade Miyan Chote Mi-
yan’ presenting the new 
squad of Akshay Kumar, 

Tiger Shroff, and Prith-
viraj Sukumaran. Prith-
viraj Sukumaran is all 
set to play an antagonist 
in the film. ‘Bade Mi-
yan Chote Miyan’ stars 
Akshay Kumar, Tiger 
Shroff, and Prithviraj 
Sukumaran. The film is 
directed by Ali Abbas 
Zafar and produced by 
Vashu Bhagnani, Jackky 
Bhagnani and Deepshi-
kha Deshmukh.

Manoj Manchu to make comeback 
after six years with ‘What The Fish

Manoj Bajpayee Drops Hori Mein Song 
From Family Drama Gulmohar

MUMBAI: Makers 
of the upcoming fam-
ily drama ‘Gulmohar’ 
unveiled the first song 
‘Hori Mein’. Taking to 
Instagram, Manoj Ba-
jpayee treated fans with 
a Holi celebratory song. 
Sharing the song video, 
he wrote, “A symphony 
of colours, a melody of 
joy. This Holi, celebrate 
with the most colourful 
song of the season with 
Batra Family! The much 
anticipated heartwarm-
ing family drama #Gul-
mohar streaming from 3 
March!” The song depict-
ed the Holi scenario. The 
Batra family can be seen 

celebrating a symphony 
of colours and a melody 
of joy in the song. by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksY-
ou May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ 
to your name Golden 
Gate University This 
benefit provides Indian 
citizens with a chance to 
earn additional income. 
Homeownerhome ‘Hori 
Mein’ sung by Kavita 
Seth and music directed 
by Siddhartha Khosla 
and Alan Demoss. ‘Gul-
mohar’ is a drama about 
three generations of a 
family who have grown 
apart through time. The 
film directed by Rahul V 
Chittella, stars Sharmila 

Tagore as the matriarch 
Kusum Batra, who de-
cides to sell Gulmohar 
and go to Pondicherry. 
Her declaration creates 
a commotion in the fam-
ily, leaving her son Arun 
(Manoj Bajpayee) un-

easy and her grandson 
(Suraj Sharma) wishing 
for independence. After 
the trailer of ‘Gulmohar’, 
Manoj received mixed 
reactions from fans as 
they expected.

Mumbai: Telugu star 
Manoj Manchu is back 
after a six-year hiatus 
with ‘WHAT THE FISH’ 
which is all set to hit the 
floors. The film is origi-
nally in Telugu language 

but will also be dubbed 
and released pan-India in 
Hindi, English and mul-
tiple other regional lan-
guages. The Hindi title 
for the film is ‘WHAT 
THE FISH ...When The 

Crazy Becomes Cra-
zier!’ The actor, director 
and the production have 
dropped the announce-
ment poster on their so-
cial media wowing all 
the fans. Manchu returns 
with this heart-pump-
ing, action-packed, and 
side-splittingly hilarious 
feature film with more 
energy than ever. Varun 
Korukonda, a debutant 
writer -director will be 
helming the project and 
it is being produced by 
6ix Cinemas. The an-
nouncement poster gives 
out a quirky yet world-
class vibe. Standing in 

the middle of the road, 
Manoj is gearing up for 
a big fight, as baddies ap-
proach him. In this very 
intriguing poster audi-
ences also get to see the 
caricature of a girl with 
a goggle mask. He looks 
fit in a back pose and the 
grapevine has it that the 
actor has gone through a 
makeover for this film. 
Speaking about the proj-
ect, actor Manoj Manchu 
said, “I’m really excited 
about WHAT THE FISH. 
It’s a very interesting film 
which seamlessly cuts 
across genres.


