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Manish Sisodia Called 
For Questioning By CBI

Delhi Fridge Murder: Victim’s 
Father “Unaware” Of Daughter’s 

Marriage To Accused

“Near-Perfect Model...”: 
Former Chief Justice UU 

Lalit Backs Collegium 
System

LG tried to pre-
vent Delhi govt 
from presenting 
its views in SC in 
MCD case: Kejri-
wal

Delhi Feb 18 : Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
accused Lieutenant Gover-
nor (LG) VK Saxena on Sat-
urday of trying to “forcibly” 
prevent the city govern-
ment from presenting its 
views before the Supreme 
Court in a case involving 
the MCD, a day after the 
top court said aldermen 
cannot vote in the mayoral 
poll. Addressing a press 
conference here, Kejriwal 
alleged that the LG tried to 
“interfere in the administra-
tion of justice” and commit-
ted “contempt of court”. No 
reaction was immediately 
available from the LG’s of-
fice to the claims and alle-
gations made by the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader. 
Kejriwal said the petition-
er in the case, the AAP’s 
mayoral candidate Shelly 
Oberoi, had added the 
LG and the Delhi govern-
ment as separate parties 
to her petition in the apex 
court. “The Delhi govern-
ment had asked the urban 
development secretary to 
hire Gautam Narayan in the 
case. But the LG, on Febru-
ary 9, directed the urban 
development secretary to 
appoint Tushar Mehta as 
the government’s lawyer 
to defend the case,” he said. 
The chief minister added 
that he has written to the 
LG, conveying it to him that 
his actions did not behove 
the constitutional post he 
held.

Thackeray 
thunders at 
ECI order, 
vows to finish 
off ‘thieves’ in 
elections

Delhi Feb 18 : In a mas-
sive show of strength, Shiv 
Sena (UBT) President Ud-
dhav Thackeray targeted 
the Election Commission of 
India, terming it as a ‘slave’ 
of the Centre and vowed to 
finish off the ‘thieves’ who 
have been given the origi-
nal ‘Shiv Sena’ name and 
‘Bow-and-Arrow’ symbol, 
here on Saturday. “These 
thieves have stolen the 
name and symbol of Bala-
saheb Thackeray’s party... 
It was done on the eve of 
Maha Shivratri today and 
Shivaji Jayanti tomorrow. 
But my ‘Sainiks’ (soldiers) 
are with me. We shall not 
rest till we bury these rob-
bers in the elections,” roared 
Thackeray amidst loud 
rounds of applause. Slam-
ming the Centre, he said 
that all institutions includ-
ing the ECI have become 
the slaves of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, but they 
can never ‘destroy’ Balasa-
heb Thackeray’s Shiv Sena, 
though the name-symbol 
has been given away to 
the breakaway group led 
by Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde. “Even the ECI com-
missioners are behaving 
like Modi’s slaves... prob-
ably they may be rewarded 
with some plum posts after 
retirement... But the peo-
ple of Maharashtra know 
very well who is genuine... 

Chidambaram 
slams George 
Soros over ‘re-
vival of democ-
racy’ remark
Delhi Feb 18 :Congress 
leader and former finance 
minister P. Chidambaram 
on Saturday reacted sharp-
ly to George Soros’s “revival 
of democracy” remark. In 
a series of tweets he said, 
“I did not agree with most 
of what George Soros had 
said in the past and I do not 
agree with most of what he 
says now. But to label his 
remarks as an “attempt to 
topple the democratically 
elected government in In-
dia” is a puerile statement”. 
The former union minister 
further said in the tweet 
that the people of India 
will determine who will be 
in and who will be out of 
the government of India. “I 
did not know that the Modi 
government was so feeble 
that it can be toppled by 
the stray statement of a 
92 year old rich foreign na-
tional”, he said in another 
tweet. He further said to 
ignore.

Delhi LG gives 
nod to convene 
MCD House, hold 
mayoral poll on 
February 22
Delhi Feb 18 :Delhi Lieu-
tenant Governor (LG) VK 
Saxena has given his nod 
to convene the municipal 
House on February 22 to 
hold the election for the 
post of mayor, Raj Niwas of-
ficials said on Saturday. The 
LG’s nod came hours after 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal recommended to him 
that the mayoral election 
be held on the said date. 
The development comes 
a day after the Supreme 
Court ordered the issuance 
of a notice within 24 hours 
for convening the first 
meeting of the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
to fix the date of elections 
for the mayor, the deputy 
mayor and the members of 
the Standing Committee. In 
a shot in the arm for the rul-
ing Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), 
the apex court also held on 
Friday that the members 
nominated by the LG to the 
MCD cannot vote.

Violence Due To Terrorism, Insurgency And Left-Wing
Extremism Down By 80 Per Cent Under Modi Govt

Delhi Feb 18 :The country 
has seen an 80 per cent 
reduction in violence from 
terrorism in Kashmir, in-
surgency in the Northeast 
and left-wing extremism 
under the Narendra Modi 
government, said Union 
home minister Amit Shah, 
underscoring that the 
prime minister’s vision is to 
see India at the top in the 
world. Shah was speaking 
at an event organised by 
the Lokmat Media group 
in Nagpur to celebrate the 
birth centenary of founder-
editor and veteran freedom 
fighter Jawaharlal Darda, 
popularly known as ‘Babuji’, 

and the golden jubilee of 
its Marathi newspaper’s 
edition from the city. Ex-
plaining the three big aims 
of ‘Amrit Kaal’, the 25-year 
period culminating in the 
centenary of India’s inde-
pendence, mooted by PM 
Modi, Shah said the first 
goal is to showcase the sac-
rifices of freedom fighters 
before the present genera-
tion. The second aim is to 
bring before the people 
the progress made by the 
country in the past 75 
years, while the third aim is 
to ensure that India reach-
es the top in all sectors in 
the next 25 years, said the 

senior BJP leader. Before 
the Modi government, the 
country faced internal se-
curity challenges in terms 
of Kashmir, Northeast and 

left-wing extremism. “To-
day, I can say that there 
has been an 80 per cent 
reduction in violence from 
terrorism in Kashmir, insur-

gency in the Northeast and 
left-wing extremism under 
the Modi government,” he 
said. The home minister 
said the Kashmir Valley saw 
about 1.8 crore tourists in 
one year, which he called 
a “big thing”. There had 
been investments worth 
Rs 12,000 crore in Kashmir 
in 70 years but under the 
Modi government, it has 
got Rs 12,000 crore in just 
three years, he said. “Each 
home in Kashmir has been 
provided with tap water 
and electricity, which is a 
huge change,” he said. In-
surgency has significantly 
come down in the North-

east, he said, stressing that 
the Armed Forces (Special 
Powers) Act (AFSPA), a con-
troversial statute, has been 
withdrawn from about 60 
per cent of the area in the 
Northeast. PM Modi’s vision 
is to see India at the top in 
the world, said the minister. 
He said India is becoming 
“atmanirbhar” in defence 
production – with 70 per 
cent self-reliance – and as-
serted that the country is 
turning into a manufactur-
ing hub in the world under 
Modi. The government has 
been taking decisions that 
are beneficial to the peo-
ple.

Meghalaya Votes For 60-Member Assembly On February 27
The term of the 60-member Meghalaya Assembly ends on March 15

Delhi Feb 18 :Meghalaya 
will vote for a new govern-
ment on February 27 along 
with Nagaland. The election 
results for the northeastern 
states of Tripura, Megha-
laya, and Nagaland will be 
announced on March 2. 
The voting for all 60 Assem-
bly seats in Tripura was held 
in a single phase on Febru-
ary 16. The Election Com-
mission announced the 
election schedule for the 
three states on January 18. 
The term of the 60-mem-
ber Meghalaya Assembly 
ends on March 15. The last 
date to file nomination was 
February 7. A total of 375 

candidates are trying their 
luck in the 2023 Meghalaya 
election. A party needs to 
win at least 31 seats in the 
election to form the gov-
ernment in Meghalaya. In 
the 2018 Meghalaya As-
sembly election, the Na-

tional People’s Party (NPP) 
won 19 seats, the Congress 
claimed 21 seats, and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) won two seats. The 
United Democratic Party 
(UDP) emerged victori-
ous in six constituencies. 

The Congress emerged as 
the largest single party in 
the last Assembly election. 
The NPP-led Meghalaya 
Democratic Alliance (MDA), 
however, came to power 
with support from BJP, UDP, 
and other regional par-
ties. This time, the BJP and 
NPP haven’t formed an al-
liance and are contesting 
solo while the Trinamool 
Congress has emerged as 
a strong force in the state. 
BJP is contesting the elec-
tion alone and has fielded 
candidates in all 60 Assem-
bly constituencies. Con-
gress is also contesting in 
all 60 seats.

Congress Slams Chief Minister’s 
Party Over “Poor” Healthcare System
Shillong:Feb18:  The Con-
gress in Meghalaya alleged 
that the ruling National 
People’s Party (NPP) has 
failed to protect women 
and children, “with the 
state faring poorly on the 
infant and maternal mor-
tality rate indexes”. Ad-
dressing a press meet in 
the poll-bound state on 
Thursday, AICC media coor-
dinator Bobbeeta Sharma 
said that the NPP had in 
2018 election manifesto 
promised to empower 
women in Meghalaya but 
“data tells us another story”. 
“The fifth round of the Na-
tional Family and Health 
Survey (NFHS-5 2019-20) 

has exposed the condition 
of the healthcare system in 
the state. Only 26% of all 
children under the age of 
12 months have received 
any immunisation,” she 
stated The Maternal Mor-
tality Rate stood at 197 
per 100,000 and the Infant 
Mortality Rate stands at 34 
per 1,000 live births, she 
noted. 

AIMIM To Hold Two-Day Meet In Mumbra In Thane: Owaisi To Attend
On Saturday, All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) party’s Lok Sabha MP from Aurangabad Imtiaz 

Jaleel said will organise a two-day conference in Mumbra in Thane district on February 25-26.
Mumbai Feb18: The All In-
dia Majlis-e-Ittehadul Mus-
limeen (AIMIM) will orga-
nise a two-day conference 
in Mumbra in Thane district 
on February 25-26, the par-
ty’s Lok Sabha MP from Au-
rangabad Imtiaz Jaleel said 
on Saturday. District and 
city unit chiefs and other 
functionaries will deliber-
ate on various issues under 
the leadership of Telangana 
MP and party chief Asadud-

din Owaisi and pass some 
resolutions on the current 
situation in the country, he 
told PTI. “We felt we must 
hold national level meets 
of this kind and zeroed in 
on Mumbra as an ideal lo-
cation as we have a lot of 
supporters in the town-
ship. We had also thought 
of organising it in Delhi and 
Aurangabad,” he said. Jaleel 
said his party plans to con-
test all civic, state.

The J&K LG Has No Mandate To Take Decisions

Dogra Swabhiman Sanga-
than Party (DSSP) presi-
dent Lal Singh on Saturday 
criticized an anti-encroach-
ment drive being carried 
out in Jammu and Kashmir 
to retrieve State land. Singh 
said that the lieutenant 
governor-led administra-
tion has no mandate to 
take a decision as such that 
is rendering people “home-
less and jobless”. He also 
asked the Union Territory 
administration to make the 
names public of the alleged 

land grabbers. “This is not 
an anti-encroachment 
drive, but a criminal act un-
der which they are harass-
ing the public and taking 
away their land, demolish-
ing homes and businesses. 
The LG-led administration 
is the encroacher here and 
not the public,” the former 
Jammu and Kashmir min-
ister told reporters in Jam-
mu. He also accused the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
of deliberately delaying the 
Assembly polls.

Khurshid Draws Romance Analogy While Speaking On Opposition Unity
It is a question of who ut-
ters I love you first, senior 
Congress leader Salman 
Khurshid said on Saturday, 
with reference to his party’s 
intent to forge opposition 
unity and take on the BJP 
juggernaut in Lok Sabha 
polls next year. The former 
Union minister drew the 
analogy of romance at a 
symposium he attended, 
besides Bihar Chief Minis-

ter Nitish Kumar and Dep-
uty Chief Minister Tejashwi 
Yadav. “Honorable chief 
minister, you made many 
points, some bluntly and 
others indirectly”, Khurshid 
said about the speech of 
Kumar, the JD(U) boss, who 
had exhorted the grand 
old party to take the lead 
in forging opposition unity. 
As far as my understanding 
of my own party goes, I can 

assure you that your senti-
ments are shared by us. But 
the situation is akin to lov-
ers taking their time to de-
cide who should say I love 
you first”, said the senior 
Congress leader evoking 
peals of laughter. Khurshid, 
who retains penchant for 
using colourful metaphors, 
some of which have landed 
him in the soup, added 
cryptically “it happens that 

sometimes an inexperi-
enced lover is uninhibited 
enough to make the first 
move”. Showering encomi-
ums on the Bihar CM and 
his deputy for giving up 
their old political hostility, 
the former Union minis-
ter said “the Bihar model 
serves as a viable alterna-
tive to the Gujarat model 
(of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi)”. He also lavished 

In Muslim Men’s Killing In Haryana, Shocking Claim By Accused
New Delhi: The two Mus-
lim men from Rajasthan, 
who were found charred to 
death in Haryana earlier this 
week in what is believed to 
be an attack by cow vigilan-
tes, were first taken to the 
cops while still alive, police 
sources have told NDTV, in 
a startling new revelation. 
According to Rajasthan 
Police sources, 25-year-
old Nasir and 35-year-old 

Junaid alias Juna were at-
tacked by a group of four 
men after being suspect-
ed of smuggling cows for 
slaughter on Wednesday 
night in Haryana’s Nuh. 
They were beaten and in-
jured severely in the attack. 
Rinku Saini, a taxi driver 
and member of the cow 
vigilante group who was 
arrested a day ago, has told 
investigators that they then 

took the two victims to the 
nearest police station in 
Haryana’s Firozpur Jhirka, 
sources said. They said that 
Saini and his group wanted 
Haryana Police to arrest Ju-
naid and Nasir on charges 
of cow smuggling, but see-
ing the condition of the two 
half-dead men, the police-
men at the station baulked 
and asked them to leave. 
The Haryana Police is yet to 

respond to the charge. Not 
long after, Junaid and Nasir 
died from their injuries. The 
terrified group of cow vigi-
lantes then contacted their 
associates to brainstorm 
ways of disposing of the 
bodies, sources said. They 
finally decide to take their 
Bolero SUV and both the 
bodies to Bhiwani, 200 km 
away.
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Poachgate: Telangana govt 
assails HC order for CBI probe

New Delhi: The Telan-
gana government on 
Friday assailed in the 
Supreme Court the High 
Court’s order for a CBI 
probe into the alleged 
attempts to poach BRS 
MLAs, saying the allega-
tions are against the BJP, 
which is in power at the 
Centre and controlling 
the central probe agen-
cies. A Bench, compris-
ing Justices BR Gavai 
and Manoj Mishra, ad-
journed the hearing on 
the State government’s 
appeal against the Telan-
gana HC order till Feb-
ruary 27. The SC heard 
the brief submissions 
made by senior advo-
cates Dushyant Dave and 
Mahesh Jethmalani, who 
appeared in the matter 
for the State government 
and the BJP respectively, 
before deferring the hear-
ing. ALSO READ Telan-
gana HC refuses permis-
sion for RSS parade in 
Bhainsa on Feb 19 Dave 
questioned the HC order, 
saying, “How can the 

CBI investigate when the 
allegations are against 
the BJP? The Central 
government controls the 
CBI.” Jethmalani, on the 
other hand, said the Chief 
Minister himself was to 
blame for this as he had 
released the details of the 
police probe to the media, 
casting a doubt on the in-
dependence of the inves-
tigation. “In every CBI, 
ED investigation against 
opposition leaders, infor-

mation is leaked to the 
media,” Dave said. “Two 
wrongs do not make a 
right,” the counsel for the 
BJP said. It is a serious 
matter affecting the roots 
of democracy, Dave said, 
adding that the judiciary 
is the “only institution 
which can save democ-
racy”. On February 7, 
the State government had 
sought an urgent hear-
ing in the Supreme Court 
on its appeal against the 

TSLPRB extends last date to submit 
medical certificates by pregnant women

Hyderabad: Telangana 
State Level Police Re-
cruitment Board (TSL-
PRB) on Friday extended 
the last date for submis-
sion of an undertaking 
and bonafide medical 
certificates by pregnant 
and recently delivered 
women to undergo physi-
cal measurement test or 
physical efficiency test, 
till February 28. The 
Board, as per the High 
Court orders, decided to 
allow pregnant and re-
cently delivered women 
to appear in the Final 
Written Examination as 
one-time opportunity. 
ALSO READ Group-II 
recruitment: TSPSC re-
ceives over 5.5 lakh ap-
plications Such police job 

aspirants must submit an 
undertaking stating that 
they would participate in 
the Physical Efficiency 
Test within one month 

from the date of publica-
tion of the result of the 
Final Written Examina-
tion, if they qualify the 
same. They should also 

submit requisite bonafide 
medical certificates from 
hospitals concerned. The 
undertaking and bonafide 
medical certificates 

should be submitted in 
the inward section at the 
Director General of Po-
lice, Telangana, Lakdi-
kapul, Hyderabad. This 
is applicable only to the 
candidates who qualified 
in the Preliminary Writ-
ten Test(s) and submit-
ted part-II applications 
online. Candidates who 
do not submit represen-
tations along with an 
undertaking by February 
28 would be presumed to 
be not interested in avail-
ing of the opportunity 
and they would not be 
allowed the said relief, 
the Board said. For more 
details, visit the website 
https://www.tslprb.in/.

Endowment Minister presents silk clothes 
to Rajarajeshwara Swamy in Vemulawada

Rajanna-Sircilla: Endow-
ment Minister A Indra-
karan Reddy presented 
silk clothes to the lord 
Shiva on the occasion 
of maha shivaratri jatara 
which began in Sri Ra-
jarajeshwara Swamy 
temple in Vemulawada 
on Saturday morning. 

The Minister along with 
Zilla Parishad Chairper-
son Nyalakonda Aruna, 
Vemulawada municipal 
Chairperson Ramathir-
thapu Madhavi, Collec-
tor Anurag Jayanthi, SP 
Akhil Mahajan and oth-
ers present silk cloths to 
the presiding deity on 

behalf of the state gov-
ernment. Earlier, TTD 
deputy executive officer 
Harinath presented silk 
clothes to Rajarajesh-
wara swamy continu-
ing the age-old tradition. 
ALSO READ ED can 
only probe money laun-
dering cases: Delhi HC 
Rajanna-Sircilla: Gulf 
JAC stages protest with 
body at MLA’s house in 
Vemulawada Youngster 
axed to death by wife’s 
relatives in Rajanna-
Sircilla The Minister, 
who arrived at the shrine 
along with family mem-
bers on Friday night, in-
augurated Shivarchana, 
a cultural programme 
organized to entertain the 
devotees who would visit 
the temple to take part in 
the three day maha shi-
varatri jatara

Sunday-Funday At Tank 
Bund Set To Return

The popular Tank Bund 
event “Sunday-Funday” 
is scheduled to continue 
this weekend with a num-
ber of entertaining activi-
ties on Sunday evening. 
The event main attrac-
tion will be the Hussain 
Sagar Lake’s largest mu-
sical floating fountain in 
India. Along Tank Bund 
Road, there will be a lot 
of food trucks in addition 
to music, shopping, and 
a wide range of other ac-
tivities. Sunday-Funday 
event was closed dur-

ing the covid pandemic 
time. The Sunday-Fun-
day program became a 
hit event and people in 
large number visit Tank 
Bund and enjoys street 
food.The largest musical 
floating fountain in India 
was recently launched by 
Hyderabad Metropoli-
tan Authority (HMDA) 
at Hussain Sagar Lake, 
close to NTR Marg, 
and it would add charm 
to the Sunday-Funday 
event. The unusual float-
ing fountain has a height 

of 90 metres, a width of 
10 metres, and a length 
of 180 metres. It cost 
Rs. 17 crore to construct. 
The fountain has three 
sets of lasers to display 
different themes, fog to 
simulate clouds as music 
plays, approximately 800 
high-powered jet nozzles, 
and 880 submerged LED 
lights to provide a dy-
namic appearance. It will 
be played four times for 
approximately 15 min-
utes with and hour gap 
starting from 7 pm.

Telangana urges KRMB to calculate 
Krishna water usage by Telugu states

Hyderabad: Telangana 
government has asked 
the Krishna River Man-
agement Board (KRMB) 
to calculate the consump-
tion of Krishna water 
by Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana in the current 
water year to determine 
the actual usage of water 
by both of them. Telan-
gana Engineer-In-Chief 
Muralidhar, while pre-
senting his arguments in 
front of the three-member 
committee of the KRMB 
here on Friday, stated 
that calculating water 
consumption by both 

the States, would enable 
them to know how much 
share of water was actu-
ally consumed by each of 
them and how much was 
left to be consumed. TS 
asks KRMB to stop AP 
from taking up works on 
GNSS, TGP Telangana 
writes to KRMB on AP’s 
illegal expansion of canal 
projects Krishna waters: 
Telangana govt sticks to 
50:50 ratio He further 
stated that in the current 
year, Andhra Pradesh 
has already used Krishna 
water beyond its quota, 
whereas Telangana still 

has a chance of utilising 
141 TMC. Since Andhra 
Pradesh Engineer-In-
Chief Narayana Reddy 
could not attend the 
meeting, the three-mem-

ber committee adjourned 
the meeting. The next 
meeting was likely to be 
held in the first week of 
March. Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh have 

been involved in the 
water sharing disputes 
for the past eight years. 
During a series of meet-
ings, Telangana raised 
the demand for alloca-
tion of Krishna water 
between Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana in the ra-
tio of 50:50 per cent. The 
board, however, decided 
to retain water sharing in 
the river between Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana in 
the ratio of 66:34. Andhra 
Pradesh also wanted the 
ratio to be revised to 
70:30 per cent but the 
board ruled out.

CM KCR extends Maha Shivaratri greetings

Hyderabad: Chief 
Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao ex-
tended Maha Shivar-
atri greetings to the 
people on Saturday. 
The chanting of Lord 
Shiva names, fasting 
the entire day and 
performing abhishek-
ham and special pujas 
cleanse the inner soul 
and instigate spiritual 
reforms in the people, 
he said and urged that 
the festival should be 
celebrated with devo-
tion. The Chief Min-
ister prayed to Lord 
Shiva for the well-be-
ing of all sections and 
sought blessings of 
the Lord for the pros-
perity of the people. 
Meanwhile, Endow-
ments Minister A In-
drakaran Reddy pre-
sented Pattu Vastrams 

to the deities at the fa-
mous Raja Rajeshwara 

Swamy temple, Vemu-
lawada. The Minister 

prayed to the Lord to 
shower his blessings 

on the people.

The Chief Minister prayed to Lord Shiva for the well-being of all sections and 
sought blessings of the Lord for the prosperity of the people.

Actor Sonu Sood launches India’s biggest mandi plate in Hyderabad
The launch event at Kondapur branch was attended by celebrities including actor Himaja and Instagrammer Paddu Padmavathi.

Hyderabad: Actor and 
philanthropist Sonu 
Sood has launched 
‘Sonu Sood Plate,’ 
said to be India’s big-
gest and the world’s 
first unlimited mandi 
plate, at Gismat Ara-
bic Mandi (Jail Theme) 
restaurant here in 
the city. The launch 
event at Kondapur 

branch was attended 
by celebrities includ-
ing actor Himaja and 
Instagrammer Paddu 
Padmavathi. “Hyder-
abad is home to a di-
verse range of food 
flavors that are unique 
to the city. To provide 
food lovers with a va-
riety of cuisines, Gis-
mat restaurant has 

come up with India’s 
biggest unlimited 
mandi plate in an in-
novative way that no 
one has thought of 
before, which is defi-
nitely commendable,” 
the actor said. Accord-
ing to restaurant staff, 
the ‘Sonu Sood Plate’ 
measures eight feet 
and will be available 

at all their branches. 
It can accommodate 
about 20 members.
ommendable,” the ac-
tor said. According 
to restaurant staff, 
the ‘Sonu Sood Plate’ 
measures eight feet 
and will be available 
at all their branches. 
It can accommodate 
about 20 members.
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“Majestic Ram Temple In Karnataka Soon”: 
Chief Minister’s Big Announcement

Bengaluru: Karnataka 
Chief Minister Basa-
varaj Bommai on Friday 
announced a ‘majestic’ 
Ram temple will be con-
structed at Ramadevara 
Betta (hill) in Raman-
agara district near here. 
The Chief Minister also 
said Anjanadri hill in 
Koppal district, which is 
believed to be the birth-
place of Lord Anjaneya 
(Hanuman), will get bet-
ter tourist facilities as a 
detailed project report 
has been formulated in-
volving various works 
at an estimated cost of 
₹ 100 crore and a ten-
der has been invited. He 
also said that in the next 
two years, a comprehen-
sive development and 

renovation drive of vari-
ous temples and Maths 
will be undertaken by 
the government with an 
expenditure of ₹ 1,000 
crore. “A majestic Rama 
Mandira will be con-
structed in Ramadevara 
Betta of Ramanagara,” 
Mr Bommai, who also 
holds the finance portfo-
lio, said while presenting 
the 2023-24 budget in 
the Assembly. Raman-
agara, part of Vokkaliga-
dominated Old Mysuru 
region, is not considered 
among the BJP’s strong-
holds. Assembly polls are 
due in Karnataka by May 
this year. Ramanagara 
district in-charge Min-
ister C N Ashwath Na-
rayan had in December 

last year urged Bommai 
to constitute a develop-
ment committee to build 
a temple at Ramadevara 
Betta on the lines of Sri 
Ram temple at Ayodhya 
in Uttar Pradesh.In a let-
ter to Bommai and Muz-
rai Minister Shashikala 
Jolle, he had demanded 
that Ramadevara Betta 
should be developed as 
the ‘Ayodhya of South 
India’. The Ram temple 
should be built using 19 
acres of space that be-
long to the Department 
of Muzrai at Ramade-
vara Betta, Narayan had 
said. Stating that there 
is a strong belief among 
the people of the region 
that Sugriva had installed 
Ramadevara Betta, Na-
rayan in his letter had 
said, “Considering the 
religious feelings of the 
people of the district, it 
should be developed as 
a heritage and attractive 
tourist spot. This would 
enable us to portray our 
culture as well as nur-
ture tourism.” “They also 

believe that seven great 
sages did their penance 
here. In addition, this 
is a prominent vulture 
conservation area in the 
country.” The traditional 
connection between Ra-
madevara Betta and the 
epic Ramayana dates 
back to the era of Treta-
yuga, he had said in the 
letter. According to the 
state’s Tourism Depart-
ment, Ramadevara Betta 
is situated 50 kilometres 
away from Bengaluru, 
and the famous Hindi 
blockbuster ‘Sholay’ was 
shot on this picturesque 
hill. While Ramanagara 
is the home district of 
state Congress President 
D K Shivakumar, it is 
also the ‘karma bhoomi’ 
of JD(S) leader and for-
mer Chief Minister H D 
Kumaraswamy. While 
the latter is MLA from 
the district’s Channapat-
na segment, his wife 
Anitha Kumaraswamy 
represents the neighbour-
ing Ramanagara seat. 
Post a comment.

Vemulawada ( Rajan-
na-Sircilla dist), Feb 
18:   Mahashivratri cel-
ebrations commenced 
on grand note  at the fa-
mous Shaivite temple 
of Vemulawada Sri Ra-
jarajeswara Swamy in 
the district on Saturday. 
Endowments Minister 
A Indrakaran Reddy on 
behalf of the State gov-
ernment presented ‘Pattu 
Vastraalu’ to the Lord 
Rajarajeshwara Swamy 
and performed a special 
Abhikshesm.  Earlier, 
Deputy Executive Of-
ficer  Harindranath too 
presented silk clothes 
to Swamy on behalf of 
Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanam (TTD). Mean-
while, devotees in large 
numbers thronged the 
temple to offer prayers. 
In view of the heavy in-
flux of pilgrims, the dis-
trict administration in as-
sociation with the temple 
authorities and police 
made elaborate arrange-
ments to ensure smooth 
darshan for the devotees. 
Local MLA Dr Chen-

namaneni Ramesh Babu 
and District Collector 
Anurag Jayanthi oversaw 
the arrangements  for the 
convenience of devotees 
coming to the jatara from 
different parts of the 
State and other States. It 
was estimated that nearly 
two lakh devotees visited 
the temple on Saturday. 
Officials made arrange-
ments for free mineral 
water distribution in the 
name of ‘Rajanna Jala 
Prasad’. On other hand, 
permanent toilets were 
constructed in place of 
the makeshift ones for the 
use of the devotees sepa-
rately for men and wom-
en.  Help desks were also 

set up at the junctions to 
provide the necessary in-
formation and guide the 
devotees in the fair.  In 
view of the visit of the 
lactating mothers, baby 
feeding centers were set 
up near the temple. A 
special command control 
room was also set up to 
prevent any untoward 
incidents during the Ma-
hashivratri fair by setting 
up hundreds of CCTV 
cameras for surveillance. 
Since it is an age-old 
tradition for devotees to 
take a holy bath before 
visiting the Lord, the au-
thorities have arranged 
a battery of taps at the 
temple pond area. It is the 

dream for many to have 
an aerial view by heli-
copter at the temple. Al-
though it is an expensive 
venture, some devotees 
have got the chance by 
making payment as the 
choppers were arranged 
for the special visit. MLA 
Ramesh Babu launched 
the helicopter services 
in the temple premises 
under the auspices of 
the tourism department 
for the convenience of 
devotees. The authorities 
have also developed an 
Android App to provide 
information for the use 
of people. Thousands of 
people have downloaded 
the application from the 
Google Play Store on 
their smartphones and 
learned the information. 
ZP Chairman Nyala-
konda Aruna, Municipal 
Chairman Ramatirthapu 
Madhavi Raju, CESS 
Chairman Chikkala 
Rama Rao, Additional 
Collector Kimya Naik, 
RDO Srinivasa Rao and 
others participated.

Congress Starts “Flower On Ear” 
Campaign Against BJP In Poll-Bound 

Bengaluru: Intensifying 
its election campaign in 
poll-bound Karnataka, 
the Congress on Satur-
day launched a ‘poster 
war’ against the BJP 
by pasting ‘Kivi Mele 
Hoova’ (flower on the 
ear) on BJP posters in 
Bengaluru and Dakshina 
Kannada districts. The 
campaign was pursued 
aggressively a day after 
Congress MLAs tucked 
flowers on their ears in-
side the assembly floor to 
show their protest against 
the unfulfilled promises 
made by the ruling BJP. 
The Congress stepped 
up the ‘Kivi Mele Hoo-
va’ campaign by taking 
it to the streets now, the 
party said in a statement. 

“Posters of ‘Kivi Mele 
Hoova’ are seen on the 
top of the BJP ‘Achieve-
ment Wall’ paintings and 
posters in many parts of 
the Bengaluru city and 
Mangalore this morn-
ing,” it added. Karnataka 
Congress on Friday had 
attacked the BJP govern-
ment for failing to fulfil 
90 per cent of its 2018 
manifesto promises and 
also for utilising only 
56 per cent of allocated 
funds of the 2022-2023 
budget, the statement 
said. Former chief minis-
ter and Congress Legisla-
tive Party leader Sidda-
ramaiah, Congress state 
president D K Shivaku-
mar and other Congress 
MLAs sported flowers on 

their ears to highlight that 
BJP was making people 
‘phool’ out of people, it 
added. The ‘Kivi Mele 
Hoova’ is a pamphlet 
showing flowers tucked 
on the ear pasted on 
BJP posters. I’m One 
Of 10 Chief Ministerial 
Aspirants In Congress: 
Karnataka Leader I’m 
One Of 10 Chief Minis-

terial Aspirants In Con-
gress: Karnataka Leader 
Tipu Sultan Followers 
“Shouldn’t Be Alive”: 
Karnataka BJP Chief’s 
Shocker Tipu Sultan Fol-
lowers “Shouldn’t Be 
Alive”: Karnataka BJP 
Chief’s Shocker “This 
Election About Tipu vs 
Savarkar”: Karnataka 
BJP Chief Sparks Row 

Ahead Of Polls “This 
Election About Tipu vs 
Savarkar”: Karnataka 
BJP Chief Sparks Row 
Ahead Of Polls The Con-
gress poster appeared 
on BJP posters showing 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, BJP national presi-
dent J P Nadda, Chief 
Minister Basavaraj Bom-
mai, his predecessor B 
S Yediyurappa and BJP 
state president Nalin Ku-
mar Kateel. These post-
ers were seen on Jaya-
mahal Road in Bengaluru 
and Kankanadi in Dak-
shina Kannada district, 
a Congress activist said. 
The BJP in reaction start-
ed a Twitter campaign 
“Thatt Antha Heli” (Re-
ply Quickly) to portray 

Pragna greets Tngou 

Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : Hy-
derabad February 18 ; 
Today Stita Pragna SRO 
Stamps and Registra-
tion Department and 
President, Contribu-
tory Pension Scheme 
was the special guest at 

the “Mega Blood Dona-
tion” camp organized 
under the leadership of 
Dr.S.M.Hussaini (Mu-
jeeb), President TNGO’s, 
Union Hyderabad Dis-
trict on birthday celebra-
tions of Telangana Chief 
Minister Kalvakuntla 

Chandrasekhar Rao . 
On this occasion Stita 
Pragna expressed heart-
felt congratulations to the 
District President and the 
working group for orga-
nizing such a wonderful 
program.

AP Polycet 2023 exam on May 10
VIJAYAWADA: AP 
State Board of Technical 
Education and Training 
chairperson Chadalavada 
Nagarani on Thursday 
set the process rolling for 
online filing of applica-
tions to appear for AP 
Polycet 2023. The last 
date for submission of 
applications is April 30 
for the exams that will be 
conducted on May 10 all 
across the state. Partici-
pating in a programme at 
the office of the Commis-
sioner of Technical Edu-
cation, Nagarani released 
pamphlets with details of 
filling out the sample ap-
plication form online and 

the process for polytech-
nic admissions for the 
new academic year. She 
said free Polycet coach-
ing will be provided to 
interested students in all 
government polytechnics 
immediately after com-
pletion of their Class X 
examinations. For more 
information and updates, 
candidates can visit the 
official website https://
polycetap.nic.in. They 
may also personally con-
tact the help centres at 
the nearest government 
polytechnics. Nagarani 
explained that the exam 
will be conducted in of-
fline mode for two hours 

in the multiple-choice 
format. Candidates who 
qualify in the entrance 
examination will be able 
to get admitted into di-
ploma courses, including 
mechanical, civil, com-
puter engineering and 
electronics and commu-
nication engineering in 
government and private 
polytechnic colleges. 
Technical Education joint 
director Padma Rao and 
State Technical Educa-
tion and Training Council 
secretary Vijaya Bhaskar 
participated in the pro-
gramme.

Karnataka To Launch Online System For 
Adoption Of Stray Dogs

Bengaluru: Karnataka 
Chief Minister Basavaraj 
Bommai, who is an avid 
dog-lover, on Friday said 
an online software will 
be developed for taking 
care of stray dogs and to 
allow the public to adopt 
them. Presenting his gov-
ernment’s last budget in 
the Legislative Assem-
bly, he said with this an 
opportunity is created 
for dog-lovers to adopt 
dogs by registering their 
names. Further pointing 
out that Mudhol Hound 
Dog Breed has been rec-

ognised as an Indian na-
tive breed by the National 
Bureau of Animal Genet-
ic Resources (NBAGR), 
the Chief Minister also 
said, in order to develop 
this breed, a grant of ₹ 
five crore will be provid-
ed. To prevent violence 
against animals and for 
the welfare of animals, a 
grant of ₹ five crore will 
be provided to the Ani-
mal Welfare Board, he 
said. Mobile veterinary 
clinics will be launched 
by the Board in Bengalu-
ru for the treatment of de-

serted animals. In 2021, 
videos and pictures of 
Mr Bommai flanked by 
family members bidding 
farewell to his dog ‘Sun-
ny’ by reaching down to 
kiss it, just ahead of the 
pet’s last rites were to be 
performed, and wiping 
his eyes with a handker-
chief, had gone viral on 
social media. It was on 
July 12, 2021, when he 
was the Home Minister. 
He took over as the Chief 
Minister, a few days later 
on July 28. Why Heli-
copter Shooters Plan To 

Kill Stray Cows In US’s 
New Mexico Why Heli-
copter Shooters Plan To 
Kill Stray Cows In US’s 
New Mexico “Majestic 
Ram Temple In Karna-
taka Soon”: Chief Minis-
ter’s Big Announcement 
“Majestic Ram Temple 
In Karnataka Soon”: 
Chief Minister’s Big An-
nouncement Karnataka 
Budget: Loan Term Lim-
its For Farmers Raised, 
Subsidies Announced 
Karnataka Budget: Loan 
Term Limits For Farm-
ers Raised, Subsidies 

Announced Mr Bommai 
is often seen affection-
ately caressing and kiss-
ing cows after perform-
ing ‘Gau Puja’, wherever 
he goes. He was in tears 
after watching Rakshit 
Shetty-starrer “777 Char-
lie”, which was based on 
a dog, in July last year. 
prevails? You all are ob-
serving what is happen-
ing today, how evil at-
tempts to put the country 
on the wrong path are 
taking place,” he said.

Ahead of polls, Telangana govt plans to 
distribute plots to poor

Hyderabad: After the de-
lay in the implementation 
of the 2BHK housing 
scheme, a major election 
promise of the BRS in 
2014 and 2018, the state 
government is now plan-
ning to distribute house 
sites to the poor. As the 
elections approach, the 
Telangana state govern-
ment has accelerated 
the distribution of house 
sites to the poor, and 

Chief Secretary A. Santhi 
Kumari held a video con-
ference with the district 
collectors on Thursday 

to identify suitable land 
parcels for distribution of 
the house sites in all dis-
tricts. In its first term, the 

BRS government sanc-
tioned 2.92 lakh 2BHKs 
for the underprivileged 
in 2014, but could only 
finalise the tenders for 
the construction of 2.28 
lakh 2BHKS so far. Now, 
the final 60,000 two-bed-
room houses are being 
constructed. More than 
1.60 lakh 2BHKs are 
currently available for 
distribution. However, 
the government received 

Minister Indrakaran Reddy presents ‘Pattu Vastraalu’

“Tamil Or Hindi,” Man Asks, Then Assaults Migrant Workers
Chennai: A man was seen 
abusing three migrant work-
ers and assaulting them on a 
moving train in Tamil Nadu. 
A video of the incident has 
gone viral on social media. 
The Tamil Nadu railway po-
lice have registered a case 
in connection with the inci-
dent and are on the lookout 
for the man who is currently 
missing. “Government Rail-
way Police Tamil Nadu has 
registered an FIR against 
the accused persons under 
relevant provisions of law. 
Perpetrators of the crime 
will be brought to book,” 

the railway police said in a 
statement. In the video, the 
man can be seen verbally 
and physically abusing mi-

grant workers in what ap-
pears to be inside a packed 
unreserved compartment of 
a moving train. The man 

asks one of the travellers if 
he was “Tamil or Hindi”. 
He then proceeds to assaults 
him and a couple of his co-
passengers despite calls to 
stop. The man reportedly 
accused the migrant work-
ers of stealing away the jobs 
of local people in Tamil 
Nadu. 1 Comments Further 
investigations are under-
way.” said Marri Shashid-
har Reddy, one of the senior 
most Congress leaders in 
Telangana who had recently 
joined the BJP.

to Sri Raja Rajeswara Swamy Helicopter services in Vemulawada launched
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Delhi Fridge Murder: Victim’s Father “Unaware” 
Of Daughter’s Marriage To Accused

Jhajjar (Haryana): Re-
acting to Delhi Police’s 
claim that Nikki Yadav, 
who was strangulated to 
death with a phone’s data 
cable, got married to ac-
cused Sahil Gehlot in an 
Arya Samaj Temple three 
years ago, Sunil Yadav, 
father of deceased girl on 
Saturday said that he was 
“unaware” of it. “None 
in the family knows any-
thing about this (mar-
riage),” he said. Ear-
lier today, Delhi Police’s 
Crime Branch after inter-
rogating Sahil at length 
revealed that the accused 
and the victim were mar-
ried and not just mere 
live-in partners. Officials 
of the Crime Branch after 
interrogating Sahil, ac-
cused of strangulating her 
Nikki (25) with a phone’s 
data cable and stuffing 
her body in a fridge of 
his family-owned dhaba 
in Delhi’s Mitraon vil-
lage, at length revealed 
that the duo had solem-
nised their marriage in an 

Arya Samaj Temple three 
years ago. “During police 
custody, Sahil disclosed 
that Nikki was asking 
him not to marry another 
girl because both had al-
ready solemnised their 
marriage in 2020 and 
were actually husband 
and wife and not live-
in partners,” Special CP 
Ravinder Yadav said. He 
also told police that Nikki 
was repeatedly objecting 
to his impending mar-
riage, fixed by his family 
on 10 February, 23. Fed 
up with repeated objec-
tions by the deceased, Sa-
hil planned to kill Nikki 
and executed the murder 
along with his accom-
plices, also family mem-
bers and acquaintances, 
on February 10 on the 
day of his second mar-
riage,” Special CP Ra-
vinder Yadav said. Delhi 
Police earlier told ANI 
that the Crime Branch 
has arrested five persons, 
including Sahil’s father 
in connection with the 

case on charges of help-
ing his son in the “con-
spiracy”. Sahil’s father, 
Ashish, Naveen, Amar, 
and Lokesh were ar-
rested by Crime Branch. 
Later it was revealed that 
among the arrested per-
sons, Naveen-- a cousin 
of the prime accused-- is 
a Delhi Police Constable, 
who accompanied Sahil 
in hatching the conspira-
cy. Sahil Gehlot Married 
Nikki Yadav In 2020, 
Killed Her For 2nd Mar-
riage: Cops Sahil Gehlot 
Married Nikki Yadav In 
2020, Killed Her For 2nd 
Marriage: Cops Delhi 
Fridge Murder: Family 

Helped Man Plan Part-
ner’s Killing, Say Cops 
Delhi Fridge Murder: 
Family Helped Man 
Plan Partner’s Killing, 
Say Cops Nikki Yadav 
Murder Accused Sahil 
Gehlot’s Father Among 
5 Arrested: Report Nikki 
Yadav Murder Accused 
Sahil Gehlot’s Father 
Among 5 Arrested: Re-
port The five persons 
have been booked under 
sections 120 B (criminal 
conspiracy), 201 (Caus-
ing disappearance of 
evidence of offence), 202 
(knowing or having rea-
son to believe that an of-
fence has been commit-

ted), and 212 (harbouring 
or concealing offender) 
of the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC). Earlier on Wednes-
day, the last rites of Nikki 
Yadav, who was alleged-
ly strangled by her boy-
friend with a charging 
cable, were performed in 
her native Haryana’s Jha-
jjar. Nikki was strangled 
to death allegedly by her 
partner after she came to 
know of his impending 
marriage with another 
woman, police said. After 
his arrest on Tuesday, the 
accused Sahil Gehlot was 
presented before a Delhi 
court and sent to five-
day police remand. DCP 
Crime Branch Satish Ku-
mar said that the accused 
is on remand for five days 
and an inquiry is on to 
identify the route taken 
that night. “The accused 
is on remand for five 
days. Inquiry is on. Our 
multiple teams are work-
ing to identify the route 
taken that night.

How Delhi Police Arrested Teen Who 
Would Brag About Crimes In Advance

New Delhi: A 17-year-
old boy who allegedly 
bragged about his crimi-
nal activities on Insta-
gram, and also about his 
association with a jailed 
gangster to instil fear, has 
been arrested by the po-
lice in connection with at 
least four cases in Delhi, 
the police said on Friday. 
The boy, who was just 
days from turning 18, 
led a gang that was in-
volved in shootings and 
robberies in northeast 
Delhi, officials said. The 
gang used to fire upon 
innocent people without 
any reason to assert their 
dominance in the area 
and to seek the attention 
of Lawrence Bishnoi 
Gang. One member of 
the gang bragged about 
being in touch with a 
member of the Bishnoi 
gang, police officials 
said. A top Delhi gang-
ster, Lawrence Bishnoi 
is involved in the killing 
of Punjabi singer Sidhu 
Moose Wala. By reveal-
ing the identity of the 
person he intended to kill, 

the boy was also trying to 
challenge the police, of-
ficials added, saying he 
was influenced by actor 
Vivek Oberoi’s charac-
ter in 2007 action thriller 
Shootout at Lokhand-
wala on dreaded gangster 
Maya Dolas. The gang 
used Instagram IDs like 
302 and 307 which are 
sections for murder and 
attempt to murder under 
the Indian Penal Code. 
The boy was caught by 
the police while he was 
about to kill a person he 
had mentioned in his In-
stagram Live two days 
ago. The gang was plan-
ning to gun down the 

man because he had beat-
en one of them recently, 
and recorded a video of 
the act, the police said. A 
resident of Ghaziabad’s 
Loni who dropped out of 
school after Class 7, the 
boy was once arrested in 
connection with a murder 
on November 2021, but 
was released later that 
year after the case was 
disposed of by Juvenile 
Justice Board, police of-
ficials said. After his re-
lease, the boy formed a 
gang with two other mi-
nor boys and continued 
his criminal activities. 
Post a comment He has 
also been involved.

Criminal Contempt Of Court: AAP’s 
Sensational New Claim On Delhi Lt Governor

New Delhi: Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal today said that Delhi 
Lieutenant Governor 
VK Saxena has commit-
ted criminal contempt of 
court in the recent case 
on the voting right of 
appointed members of 
Delhi’s civic body by try-
ing to get his lawyer to 
argue both sides of the 
case. The Supreme Court 
had ruled in favour of the 
Aam Aadmi Party, after 
the Delhi Mayor’s elec-
tion was postponed thrice 
in over two months. 
However, Mr Kejriwal 
made sensational claims 
of the LG deceitfully try-
ing to influence the case. 
The Lieutenant Governor 
tried to ‘unconstitution-

ally’ influence the case 
so that the truth doesn’t 
come out in the court, 
the Delhi Chief Minis-
ter said. AAP’s Mayor 
candidate Shelly Oberoi 
made the Delhi govern-
ment and the LG parties 
in the case, separately, he 
elaborated, adding that 
the Delhi government, 
which has the right to 
choose any lawyer, asked 
the Urban Development 
Secretary to appoint Gau-
tam Narayan. However, 
on the night of February 
9, directed the UD sec-
retary that the Lt Gover-
nor has “desired” that the 
Urban Development De-
partment shall defend this 
petition on behalf of the 
office of the Lt Governor 

and engage the services 
of Tushar Mehta, Solici-
tor General of India, to 
defend the petition, Mr 
Kejriwal alleged. “This 
is like my lawyer is mine, 
but your lawyer is also 
mine,” Mr Kejriwal re-
marked, alleging that the 
LG wanted Tushar Mehta 
to defend all his “wrong 
acts” in the court by 
representing both sides. 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia asked 
the Secretary to appoint 
Gautam Narayan, but LG 
directed him to appoint 
his own lawyer from 
our side as well, he said. 
ALSO READ “Full Pow-
er Against Me”: Manish 
Sisodia Called For Ques-
tioning Again “Full Pow-

er Against Me”: Manish 
Sisodia Called For Ques-
tioning Again Supreme 
Court Relief For Arvind 
Kejriwal In UP Election 
Campaign Speech Case 
Supreme Court Relief 
For Arvind Kejriwal In 
UP Election Campaign 
Speech Case “Clear Lt 
Governor, BJP Togeth-
er”: Arvind Kejriwal Af-
ter Supreme Court Win 
“Clear Lt Governor, BJP 
Together”: Arvind Kejri-
wal After Supreme Court 
Win “Delhi government 
and LG had contrary 
viewpoints on all issues. 
In the interest of justice 
and to enable Hon’ble SC 
to arrive at correct con-
clusion, it was important 
that all viewpoints were 

presented before Hon’ble 
SC. However, there was 
an attempt by Hon’ble 
LG to prevent Delhi gov-
ernment from presenting 
its views before Hon’ble 
SC,” Me Kejriwal’s let-
ter said. The Delhi Chief 
Minister further accused 
the LG of threatening to 
suspend, and even fire 
the Urban Development 
Secretary if he didn’t 
comply. “Like in mov-
ies when someone is 
threatened, kidnapped, 
their family kidnapped to 
force them,” he said, add-
ing that what the LG al-
legedly did was a crime. 
Post a comment “Luck-
ily, the court didn’t need 
to ask for any clarifica-
tions and understood the 

Web Designer Steals Passenger’s 
Handbag While Deboarding Flight

New Delhi: A 37-year-old 
web designer was arrested 
for allegedly stealing the 
cabin handbag of a fellow 
passenger while deboard-
ing a Mumbai-Delhi flight 
at the Indira Gandhi Inter-
national airport in Delhi, 
police said on Friday. The 
accused has been identified 
as Hari Garg, a resident of 
Jodhpur in Rajasthan, they 
said. He is a graduate and 
has done a web designing 
course in Jodhpur. He also 
runs a restaurant business 

there, police said. The arrest 
was made based on a com-
plaint by a Dehradun-resi-
dent who lodged an e-FIR 
alleging that his bag went 
missing from the Mumbai-
Delhi flight. He suspected 
that a passenger who was 
travelling from Mumbai 
to Jodhpur in a connecting 
flight via Delhi might have 
taken his hand baggage 
from the cabin. During the 
investigation, the suspi-
cious person was zeroed in 
as he was seen carrying the 

hand baggage in the CCTV 
footage. He was identified 
as Hari Garg and was asked 
to join the investigation 
of the case, but he refused 
and fled away from his 
residence. Later, police ap-
prehended him from Jodh-
pur, Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (airport) Devesh 
Kumar Mahla said. He was 
interrogated and arrested 
in the case, police said. He 
said he took the handbag in-
tentionally and dumped the 
complainant’s passport, and 
six credit and debit cards 
somewhere in Jodhpur on 
February 7, the DCP said. 
He wanted to keep the re-
maining articles for person-
al use, police said, adding 
an I-Phone 14 pro, a laptop, 
USD 350 and 200 Canadian 
dollars were recovered from 
his possession.

Nigerian Woman Arrested With 
Cocaine Worth ₹ 18 Crore

New Delhi: A Nigerian 
woman has been arrested 
for allegedly smuggling 
cocaine worth ₹ 18 crore 
into the country at Delhi 
airport, a customs offi-
cial said on Friday. The 
accused was intercepted 
at Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI) airport after 
her arrival from Addis 
Ababa on February 8, he 
said. About 1.2 kg co-
caine, valuing ₹ 18 crore, 
concealed in the false 
cavity of her bag was re-
covered, he said, adding 
that further investigation 
in the matter  underway.

Centre To Take Over 123 Delhi Waqf Board Properties
New Delhi: The Union 
Housing and Urban Af-
fairs Ministry has de-
cided to take over 123 
properties of the Delhi 
Waqf Board, includ-
ing mosques, dargahs 
and graveyards, evok-
ing a sharp reaction from 
board chairman and AAP 
MLA Amanatullah Khan. 
Mr Khan asserted that he 
will not allow the central 
government to take over 
the Waqf properties. The 
deputy land and develop-
ment officer, in a letter to 
the board on February 8, 
informed it of the deci-
sion to “absolve” it from 
all matters pertaining to 

the 123 Waqf properties. 
The Land and Develop-
ment Office (L&DO) of 
the central ministry said 
the two-member com-
mittee headed by Justice 
(retired) SP Garg on the 
issue of denotified Waqf 

properties in its report 
submitted that no repre-
sentation or objection was 
received by it from the 
Delhi Waqf Board. The 
committee was formed 
by the government of 
India on the order of the 

Delhi High Court, ac-
cording to the L&DO let-
ter. The L&DO said the 
Delhi Waqf Board was 
the main stakeholder/af-
fected party to whom the 
opportunity was given by 
the committee. However, 
it did not appear before 
the committee or filed 
any representation or 
objection regarding 123 
properties. “It is evident 
from the above facts that 
Delhi Waqf Board does 
not have any stake in the 
listed properties, neither 
have they shown any in-
terest in the properties 
nor filed any objections 
or claims. It is, therefore, 

decided to absolve Delhi 
Waqf Board from all mat-
ters pertaining to ‘123 
Waqf Properties’,” said 
the L&DO letter. Physical 
inspection of all the 123 
properties will now be 
carried out by the L&DO. 
According to Mr Khan, 
the L&DO has pasted 
notices at 123 properties, 
which has caused “wide-
spread anxiety, fear and 
resentment” among the 
Muslim community. “We 
have already raised our 
voice in the court on 123 
Waqf properties, our Writ 
Petition No.1961/2022 
is pending in the High 
Court. 

Over Delhi Demolition Drive, Court Directs 
Authorities To File Affidavits

New Delhi: The Delhi 
High Court Friday asked 
the Delhi Urban Shel-
ter Improvement Board 
(DUSIB) to file an affi-
davit explaining the rea-
sons for adding and then 
deleting a slum cluster in 
Mehrauli from the list of 
rehabilitated/ notified JJ 
clusters. The high court 
granted time to the coun-
sel for DUSIB and Delhi 
Development Author-

ity (DDA) to file their 
affidavits in the matter 
by February 21. It also 
asked the Archaeologi-

cal Survey of India (ASI) 
to file a short affidavit in 
the matter. “This relates 
to 400 houses of people. 

You will have to give me 
reasons why you deleted 
it. How you added it first 
and then deleted it from 
the list. I want the details 
along with the reasons,” 
Justice Manmeet Pritam 
Singh Arora said. The 
high court was hearing 
a plea by Ghosiya Slum 
Colony in Mehrauli, 
which was to be demol-
ished by the authorities. 

Manish Sisodia Called For Questioning By CBI
New Delhi: The CBI 
has called Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia 
for questioning in con-
nection with the Delhi 
Excise Policy case nearly 
three months after filing 
the charge sheet in the 
case, officials said to-
day. Mr Sisodia, called 
on Sunday for question-
ing, has not been named 
as accused in the charge 
sheet, they said. Arrested 
businessmen Vijay Nair 
and Abhishek Boinpally 

were among the seven 
accused named in the 
chargesheet. It is al-
leged the Delhi govern-
ment’s policy to grant 
licences to liquor traders 
favoured certain dealers 

who had allegedly paid 
bribes for it, a charge 
strongly refuted by the 
AAP. CBI Recovers Rs 
3 Crore In Delhi During 
Probe Against Fake Call 
Centre CBI Recovers ₹ 

3 Crore In Delhi During 
Probe Against Fake Call 
Centre Manish Sisodia 
Asks Delhi University 
To Cancel Interviews For 
Permanent Faculty Man-
ish Sisodia Asks Delhi 
University To Cancel In-
terviews For Permanent 
Faculty Manish Sisodia’s 
Rehabilitation Order 
Ahead Of Demolition 
Drive In Delhi Manish 
Sisodia’s Rehabilitation 
Order Ahead Of Demoli-
tion Drive.
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‘Accept it and Take New Symbol’: Sharad Pawar to Uddhav Thackeray 
After EC Awards ‘Bow and Arrow’ Symbol to Shinde Faction
Pune: Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP) Chief 
Sharad Pawar remarked 
on the loss of the “bow 
and arrow” symbol of 
his ally Uddhav Thac-
keray faction on Friday, 
stating that it would not 
have any major impact. 
He also stressed that the 
people would accept the 
new symbol. Pawar`s 
remarks came after Elec-
tion Commission of In-
dia (ECI) ordered that the 
party name “Shiv Sena” 
and the party symbol 
“Bow and Arrow” will 
be given to the Eknath 
Shinde faction. The NCP 
chief asked Thackeray 
to accept the Election 
Commission`s decision 
and take a new symbol. 
“It`s the decision of the 
Election Commission. 
Once a decision is given, 
there can be no discus-
sion. Accept it and take a 
new symbol. It (the loss 
of the old symbol) is not 
going to have any major 
impact as people will ac-
cept (the new symbol). It 
just would remain in the 
discussion for the next 

15-30 days, that`s it,” 
Pawar said. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Modular Kitchens 
starting at 1.75 Lakhs 
HomeLane Elecrama 
2023 – Powering the 
Future of Energy Elec-
rama.com He recalled 
the Congress having to 
change its symbol from 
two bullocks with a yoke 
to hand and said that the 
people would accept the 
new symbol of Uddhav 

Thackeray faction like 
the way they accepted the 
Congress` new symbol. 
“I remember Indira Gan-
dhi also faced this situ-
ation. Congress used to 
have a ̀ two bullocks with 
a yoke` symbol. Later 
they lost it & adopted 
`hand` as a new symbol 
& people accepted it. 
Similarly, people will ac-
cept the new symbol (of 
Uddhav Thackeray fac-
tion),” he said. In a ma-

jor setback to the Uddhav 
Thackery faction of Shiv 
Sena, the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) 
on Friday allotted the 
party name “Shiv Sena” 
and the symbol “Bow 
and Arrow” to the faction 
led by Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde. 
While the Shinde faction 
welcomed the decision of 
being recognized as the 
real Shiv Sena, the Ud-
dhav Thackeray faction 
said they will move the 
Supreme Court. Earlier, 
the Eknath Shinde fac-
tion burst crackers and 
celebrated in Nashik to-
day after the Election 
Commission order. The 
Uddhav Thackeray fac-
tion accused the Election 
Commission of haste and 
said the decision shows 
“it works as BJP agent”. 
The Commission ob-
served in its order that the 
current constitution of 
the Shiv Sena party is un-
democratic and has been 
“mutilated to undemo-
cratically appoint people 
from a coterie as office 
bearers without any elec-

tion at all”. It said such 
party structures fail to in-
spire confidence. Calling 
the poll panel`s decision 
as “murder of democra-
cy”, Uddhav Thackeray 
said he will approach 
the Supreme Court 
against the decision. 
“They should first under-
stand Balasaheb. They 
have come to know that 
`Modi`s face does not at-
tract people in Maharash-
tra anymore so they have 
to put Balasaheb`s mask 
on their face for their 
own benefit. I had said 
that ECI should not give 
a decision before the SC 
verdict. If the party`s ex-
istence is decided based 
on the number of MLAs 
and MPs, any capitalist 
can purchase MLA, MP 
and become CM,” Ud-
dhav Thackeray said at 
a press conference. He 
said they have the sup-
port of people and will go 
to them. “We will surely 
go to the Supreme Court 
against this EC order. We 
are sure that the SC will 
set aside this order.

“Near-Perfect Model...”: Former Chief Justice 
UU Lalit Backs Collegium System

New Delhi: At a time 
when it is under attack, 
former Chief Justice of 
India UU Lalit on Sat-
urday backed the Colle-
gium system, remarking 
that nothing is better than 
this system, and also said 
that reiteration of names 
by the Supreme Court 
Collegium is unanimous. 
Addressing a seminar on 
judicial appointments 
and reforms, the former 
CJI shared his experi-
ence as part of the Col-
legium system for two 
years. The seminar on 
judicial appointments 
and reforms was organ-
ised by Campaign for 
Judicial Accountabil-
ity and Reforms. “Initial 
recommendation made 

by Supreme Court col-
legium for appointment 
of judges to the top court 
and high courts need not 
be unanimous and could 
be by majority vote. But 
reiteration of name by 
the Supreme Court Col-
legium has to be unani-
mous,” former CJI Lalit 
said. Backing up the Col-
legium, he said, “we don’t 
have a system better than 
the Collegium system. If 
we don’t have anything 
qualitatively better than 
the collegium system, 
naturally, we must work 
towards making it pos-
sible that this collegium 
system survives.” He 
also stressed that there is 
no need for interference 
in the system. Calling 

it a near-perfect model, 
former CJI Lalit said that 
there can be infirmities as 
some recommendations 
get dropped. Elaborating 
on the Collegium system, 
Justice Lalit shared his 
experience as part of the 
system and said that al-
most 255 names recom-
mended by Collegium 
during his tenure as a 
member were accepted 
by the government, and 
about 30 odd recommen-
dations were not cleared 
by government till he 
demitted office. He also 
pointed out that many 
judges in this country 
normally get appointed 
at the level of the High 
Court, and very few get 
directly.

Mahashivratri: Security Beefed up in Jharkhand’s 
Palamu; Section 144 Enforcement Continues

Palamu: Security has 
been beefed up in 
Jharkhand`s Palamu on 
the occassion of Ma-
hashivratri in the wake 
of the massive clash be-
tween two groups of peo-
ple in the Panki area over 
the installation of `toran 
dwar` (entry gate) for the 
festival on February 15. 
Heavy security forces, 
RAF and other units are 
deployed at the entrance 
and inside the temple, 
while Section 144 is 
still enforced, informed 
Palamu SP. Speaking to 
ANI, Chandan Kumar 
Sinha, SP of Palamu said, 
“To prevent unlawful ac-
tivities, security has been 
beefed up. Section 144 
has been imposed in the 
area. Shivratri Commit-
tee members are offer-
ing prayers.” He said that 
about 4 people had been 
arrested. Meanwhile, 

the situation at the Pan-
ki town of Jharkhand`s 
Palamu is peaceful and 
the Shivratri puja is be-
ing done peacefully at 
the temple. Every year, 
the temple and surround-
ing areas used to wit-
ness heavy footfall on 
the occasion of Shivratri. 
Speaking with ANI Su-
shil Mishra head priest 
said, “Devotees are a 
little disappointed be-
cause of the clash, as a 
large number of devotees 
used to come every year 
to offer prayers. These 

kinds of clashes should 
not happen and everyone 
should celebrate the fes-
tivals with love. I wish 
everyone a happy Maha 
Shivratri.” Paras Nath 
Singh president, of the 
temple committee, said, 
“Whatever decision has 
been taken by the senior 
officers we respect that 
and we are following all 
the rules. Every year a 
large number of devotees 
used to come to the tem-
ple to offer prayer but the 
situation is not the same.” 
On Saturday, the situa-

tion at the Panki town 
of Jharkhand`s Palamu 
seems to be improving 
as the people have start-
ed opening their shops. 
Earlier on Thursday, 
around 40 people were 
booked and 11 of them 
were arrested in connec-
tion to a clash incident 
between two groups in 
Jharkhand`s Palamu, the 
police said. The situa-
tion is likely to become 
normal in nearly a day or 
two, they said. “Positive 
discussions were held 
with both groups. There 
was a good response from 
them. We are controlling 
the situation in a bal-
anced manner. The situa-
tion will become normal 
in the next 1-2 days. 2 
FIRs were filed while 11 
have been arrested. 30-40 
have been named,” Raj-
kumar Lakra, IG, Palamu 
told ANI. by Taboola-
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Palamu said that Section 
144 which was imposed 
after the clashes will re-
main intact for a few 
more days.”Section 144 
will remain in force for 
a few days now. Inter-
net service will also re-
main closed for 2 days,” 
he said. A massive clash 
erupted between two 
groups over the installa-
tion of ̀ toran dwar` (entry 
gate) in front of a Mosque 
on the occasion of the up-
coming Mahashivratri in 
Jharkhand`s Palamu on 
February 15, a police of-
ficial said on Wednesday. 
According to the locals, 
the matter was initially a 
verbal argument.

Kejriwal Recommends Delhi LG Saxena 
to Hold MCD Mayoral Election on Feb 22

NEW DELHI: Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on Saturday 
recommended to Lt Gov-
ernor V K Saxena that 
the mayoral election be 
held on February 22. 
This comes a day after 
the Supreme Court or-
dered issuance of a no-
tice within 24 hours for 
convening the first meet-
ing of the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) 
to fix the date of elec-

tion for mayor, deputy 
mayor and members of 
the Standing Committee. 
In a shot in the arm for 
the ruling AAP, the apex 
court on Friday also held 
that members nominated 
by the LG to the MCD 
cannot vote to elect the 
mayor. “Recommended 
MCD Mayor elections 
to be held on 22 Feb,” 
Kejriwal said in a tweet. 
According to the Delhi 
Municipal Corporation 

(DMC) Act, 1957, the 
mayor and the deputy 
mayor are to be elected 
in the very first session of 
the House after the civic 
polls. However, it’s been 
over two months since the 
municipal elections were 
held on December 4 and 
Delhi is yet to get a may-
or. The MCD could not 
elect the mayor on three 
previous occasions amid 
tumult as AAP and BJP 
councillors quarrelled 
over the voting rights 
of the nominated mem-
bers. The first meeting of 
the newly elected MCD 
House was adjourned on 
January 6 amid clashes 
between AAP and BJP 
members. The AAP, 
which holds the major-
ity in the 250-member 
House with 134 council-
lors, has alleged that the 
saffron party is trying to 
steal its mandate by giv-
ing voting rights to the 
nominated members. 

‘Full Power of CBI, ED Used Against Me’: Manish Sisodia After 
Being Called for Questioning in Delhi Excise Policy Case

NEW DELHI: The CBI has 
called Deputy Chief Min-
ister Manish Sisodia on 
Sunday for questioning in 
connection with the Delhi 
Excise Policy case nearly 
three months after filing the 
charge sheet in the case, of-
ficials said. Sisodia has not 
been named as accused in 
the charge sheet as the in-
vestigation against him and 
other suspects is still going 
on, they said. The Deputy 
Chief Minister in the Aam 
Aadmi Party government, 
who also held the charge 
of the Excise department, 
was earlier questioned on 

October 17 last year and 
his home and bank lock-
ers were also searched in 
connection with the case. 
“The further investigation 
in the case regarding the 
money trail and the larger 
conspiracy in the formula-
tion and implementation of 
Delhi Excise Policy 2021-
22 is still in progress,” an 
official said. In a tweet, 
Sisodia said nothing was 
found against him during 
searches, and he would con-
tinue cooperating in the in-
vestigation. “CBI has called 
again tomorrow. They have 
used the full power of CBI, 

ED against me, raided my 
house, searched bank lock-
er, but nothing was found 
against me,” Sisodia said. 
Apparently referring to the 
centre, he said that the CBI 
has been made to go after 
him because “they” want to 
stop him from doing “good 
work” on the education of 
the children in Delhi. “They 
want to stop me. I have al-
ways cooperated with the 
investigation and will con-
tinue to do so,” he said. The 
CBI is now focussed on 
the alleged influence of a 
“South Lobby” of business-
men and politicians in for-

mulating and implementing 
Delhi liquor policy to swing 
it in their favour using 
middlemen, liquor traders, 
and public servants, CBI 
said. Arrested businessmen 
Vijay Nair and Abhishek 
Boinpally were among the 
seven accused in the charge 
sheet filed on November 
25 last year. It is alleged 
the Delhi government’s 
policy to grant licences 
to liquor traders favoured 
certain dealers who had al-
legedly paid bribes for it, a 
charge strongly refuted by 
the AAP. by TaboolaSpon-
sored LinksYou May Like 
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was further alleged that ir-
regularities were commit-
ted including modifications 
in Excise Policy, extending 
undue favours to the licens-
ees, waiver/reduction in li-
cence fee, extension of L-1 
license without approval 
etc. “It was also alleged that 
illegal gains on the count of 
these acts were diverted to 
concerned public servants 
by private parties by mak-
ing false entries in their 
books of accounts.

Kashmir: Three Associates of Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen Terrorist Arrested

Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice today claimed to have 
arrested three terrorist as-
sociates of the Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen outfit in South 
Kashmir’s Kulgam district. 
They said that police parties 
of PC Hatipora and Police 
station Behibagh arrested 
them last evening. Accord-
ing to a police spokesman, 
the operation was carried 
out based on credible in-
put regarding anti-national 
elements carrying illegal 
arms and ammunition and 
Kulgam police then es-
tablished a specific Naka 
at Daderkoot, Alamganj 
Crossing to nab them. The 

police recovered 1 Pistol, 
2 Pistol Magazines and 
13 live Pistol rounds from 
the possession of the ac-
cused. It said that all three 
persons were detained and 
the preliminary investiga-
tion reveals that they are 

involved in terror crimes 
and are providing support 
to terrorist organisations. 
In this regard, a case with 
FIR No 05/2023 under rel-
evant sections of law have 
been registered and further 
investigation.

Not prudent to cross fiscal ‘Laxman Rekha’
Pakistan has now been 
abandoned by its donors. 
Pakistan’s Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif knocked 
at the doors of all the do-
nors in the recent weeks. 
He went to Saudi Arabia. 
Sharif rushed to Beijing 
to congratulate Xi Jinping 
when he took the third 
term as the general secre-

tary of the Chinese Com-
munist Party. He went to 
Washington and Dubai. 
Turkey has spurned him. 
At last, Pakistan is now 
signing on the dotted lines 
to secure a $1.2 billion 
tranche loan from the In-
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF). The foreign currency 
reserves of Pakistan is now 

below $3 billion. Pakistan 
is not left with enough 
foreign currency to meet 
three months of imports. 
Offices and commercial 
establishments now down 
their shutters by the dusk 
in Pakistan. Electricity at 
home is a luxury. Buying 
petrol and diesel now is a 
sign of the richness of the 

people. As long as dol-
lars flowed into Pakistan 
because of the largess of 
the donors, Islamabad 
indulged in excesses. 
Economic prudence was 
foreign to the policy mak-
ers and the political estab-
lishment. The people were 
addicted to not paying for 
the electricity consump-

tion. Electricity subsidies 
touched all sections of the 
society. Military, farmers, 
businessmen, politicians 
and others indulged in the 
freebies of Pakistan. Little 
more than a year ago, the 
US left Afghanistan and 
also left behind a message 
to Pakistan that Wash-
ington would now give a 

damn to its geo-strategic 
blackmailing. Pakistan’s 
former patrons too learnt 
lessons that they had 
burnt their cash enough 
in the Pakistani black hole. 
China never forgives those 
who fritter away its money. 
The pipeline of easy mon-
ey to leverage a life of in-
dulgence even while there 

was no healthy revenue 
ran dry in a span of one 
year. Pakistan has gone for 
a steep hike in the electric-
ity charges. The govern-
ment there has imposed 
several surcharges across 
the electricity consump-
tion groups. Now, all will 
have to pay for the electric-
ity at rates, which would be 

much higher than normal 
market pricing. Sri Lanka 
also has decided to hike 
the electricity rates. The 
Sri Lankan government 
on Thursday announced 
a 66 per cent hike in the 
electricity rates. Inflation 
in Pakistan and Sri Lanka is 
riding rockets.
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Bulldozers, Now Most Feared w
The bulldozer has be-
come the most feared 
tool in Jammu and Kash-
mir. More feared than 
guns and grenades. As 
thousands face dispos-
session in anti-encroach-
ment drives, the govern-
ment’s carefully crafted 
“development” narrative 
appears to have been 
replaced by bulldoz-
ers. The Uttar Pradesh 
shocker - a mother and 
daughter were burnt 
alive during a demolition 
drive at slums in Kanpur 
- is a chilling example 
of the unbridled use of 
“bulldozer justice”. The 
government insists only 
the rich and the powerful 
are being targeted in the 
eviction drive. But real-
ity doesn’t match that 
claim. It is the common 
man who is suffering the 
most. Bulldozer action 
across Jammu and Kash-
mir, to evict people from 
state-owned land that 
they had called home 
and had cultivated for 
generations, has inflicted 
deep cuts. Thousands 
of families given land 
ownership in 2007 under 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
State Lands (Vesting of 
Ownership to the Occu-
pants) Act 2001 are now 
illegal occupants. After 
central rule was imposed 
in 2018, the decision 
on ownership rights on 
state land was reversed 
by then Governor Satya 
Pal Malik. In October 
2020, the Jammu and 
Kashmir High Court de-
clared the Act null and 
void ab initio, or invalid 
from the beginning. Af-
ter sensing trouble, and 
the impact on hundreds 
of thousands of families, 
the J&K administration 
filed a review petition 
before the High Court in 
December 2020. The pe-
tition said landless cul-
tivators and those who 
have built their homes 
on small patches of land 
should be spared evic-
tion. The administration 
also requested that of-
ficials involved in the 
land transfer are not sub-
jected to investigation. 
The review petition will 
come up for hearing on 
March 9. But before the 
court could decide on 
the petition, the same 
administration issued an 
order in January direct-
ing district collectors 
to evict all encroachers. 
The bulldozers followed. 
Officials claim vast 
stretches of encroached 
land have been retrieved 
in the drive. After a mas-
sive outcry, the bulldoz-
ers slowed down some-
what but that’s little 
comfort for those who 
have been dispossessed 
and declared illegal en-
croachers. Land defines 
everything for people 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 
The Big Landed Estates 

Abolition Act 1950 (giv-
ing ownership rights 
to the tiller & limiting 
ownership to 22 acres) 
played a huge role in 
shaping the social and 
economic conditions of 
people. Known as “land 
to the tiller” by Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah, 
the Act created an egali-
tarian society. Jammu 
and Kashmir is the only 
place in the country 
where every family, in-
cluding people from 
marginalised sections - 
Dalits and tribals - were 
granted ownership of 
land. This ended over 
400 years of landless 
peasantry enforced since 
the Mughal era. It was 
because of the historic 
land reforms that no one 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
is homeless. No one 
goes to bed hungry. The 
opposition blames the 
government for creat-
ing homelessness and 
snatching livelihoods 
using bulldozers. The 
anti-encroachment drive 
is aimed at retrieving 
20 lakh kanals (2.5 lakh 
acres) of government 
land and also large tracts 
of common use land and 
grazing land. The im-
pact is so widespread 
that even BJP work-
ers in Kashmir were 
seen marching with the 
national flag in Shop-
ian district demand-
ing, “Baba ka bulldozer 
bandh Karo.” “Bulldoz-
er Baba” is the monicker 
that Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath earned after pio-
neering “bulldozer jus-
tice”. Bulldozers have 
captured the imagination 
of people, feeding into 
hate politics and also 
propping up Yogi Ad-
ityanath’s “strongman” 
credentials. If the 2014 
election spotlighted the 
Gujarat model of devel-
opment, the Bulldozer 
Baba appears to be gain-
ing more traction than 
the development nar-
rative ahead of 2024. 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Union Territory admin-
istration has used bull-
dozers on a much larger 
scale across the region. 
Today, all that every-
one is talking about is 
bulldozers, while the 
administration asserts 
that the poor will not be 
targeted. After Kanpur 
tragedy it appears bull-
dozers in Kashmir have 
also been slowed down. 
But no one is sure what 
happens next. Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Union 
Territory administra-
tion has used bulldozers 
on a much larger scale 
across the region. Today, 
all that everyone is talk-
ing about is bulldozers, 
while the administration 
asserts that the poor will 
not be targeted. Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Arvind Kejriwal, A Startup Founder Who’s Understood The Game
I spent a lot of time 
over the past couple of 
months reading books 
and watching videos pro-
duced by startup gurus. 
One thing they all say 
startup founders must do 
is to begin lean: focus on 
a burning problem that 
people want solved, find 
a way to solve it, iden-
tify a few early adopt-
ers to use your product, 
service them personally, 
get their constant feed-
back and regularly tweak 
your product to improve 
user experience. In fact, 
there is a name for early 
versions of a startup’s 
product - a “Minimum 
Viable Product” or an 
“MVP”. Most successful 
startup founders say that 
the most important word 
here is “minimum”, fol-
lowed by “viable”. Make 
the first usable version of 
your product available 
to customers - it most 
likely won’t be great, but 
it must be viable. I am a 
late-comer to these man-
tras, but Arvind Kejriwal 
practically invented them 
entirely on his own. Well 
before startup talk flood-
ed the internet, Mr. Kejri-
wal had implemented its 
rules in his political start-
up AAP. In fact, he had 
already tested them out in 
his original avatar as the 
brains behind the “Anna 
Movement”. Team Anna 
found a thing that ev-
eryone considered to be 
India’s biggest problem - 
corruption in high places, 
came up with a solution 
called “Lokpal”, and 
pushed out a rough-and-
ready MVP called “India 
Against Corruption” to 
get as many early adopt-
ers as possible. And as 
startup gurus say, the best 
way to spread the word 
about your product is to 
get users to like it. The 
“Anna Movement” went 

viral like nothing before. 
82fsa11s Anna Hazare 
and Arvind Kejriwal 
(File photo) Mr. Kejriwal 
did the same thing with 
AAP. He took one burn-
ing problem that people 
in Delhi’s tenement colo-
nies faced, that of high 
electricity bills, and came 
up with an MVP for that 
- disconnect the meters. 
You could legitimately 
say that I am stretching 
the analogy here. But 
that is why it is an anal-
ogy for a product, not the 
real thing. It didn’t solve 
the problem of high bills, 
but it did bring the issue 
to the media’s notice. 
And that is what Arvind 
Kejriwal’s MVP had set 
out to achieve. He had 
emerged out of the shad-
ow of Anna Hazare when 
many said he would not 
be able to stand on his 
own. By pulling the elec-
tricity meter ‘stunt’, he 
managed to convince 
his ‘users’ that he was 
on their side and could 
be trusted to deliver. The 
Kejriwal story parallels 
startups in another way. 
In many successful start-
ups, one amongst a group 
of co-founders acquires 
the dominant position: 
Facebook is a prime ex-

ample. This is exactly 
what happened in AAP. 
And like many startups, 
AAP let its early success 
in 2013 go to its head. 
The party spread itself 
too thin, contesting 432 
seats in the 2014 Lok 
Sabha election, and Mr. 
Kejriwal himself wasted 
crucial party resources 
in his doomed contest 
against Narendra Modi 
in Varanasi. AAP broke 
all records in Delhi the 
very next year, but soon 
ended up spending too 
much time and energy on 
internal reorganisation 
instead of its MVP. In the 
process, AAP performed 
way below expectations 
in the state elections it 
fought over the next few 
years. eic9m174 Arvind 
Kejriwal at a road show 
Successful startups learn 
lessons from their set-
backs, and Mr. Kejriwal 
appears to have done the 
same. He is back to fo-
cusing on smaller groups 
of electorates (users) 
with specific grievances 
(burning needs), instead 
of pitching his message 
at a larger ideological 
level. If anything, AAP 
has emerged as an ideol-
ogy-neutral party, which 
is almost like a service-

provider: you elect it to 
provide certain material 
services, such as educa-
tion, health, ration and 
Wi-Fi, and if elected, the 
party will provide those 
services like any corpo-
rate entity which tries to 
maximise customer satis-
faction to expand its own 
market share. This model 
has the possibility of 
traction because it occu-
pies one of the two domi-
nant strands in India’s 
contemporary public-
culture. The first is that of 
extreme-nationalism as a 
unifying identity across 
India. In this, the citizen 
embodies the values of 
the hard-state, which to-
day has also coalesced 
in a majoritarian ideol-
ogy. This space is over-
whelmingly occupied by 
PM Modi and the BJP. 
The second is a culture 
of transaction, that repre-
sents the growing spread 
of the market-mecha-
nism. Here, a citizen 
gives a vote, and takes a 
governmental service. It 
is contingent on the ef-
ficiency and ideological 
disinterest of the govern-
mental serviceprovider 
(“we will vote for you, 
as long as you ignore our 
majoritarian bigotry and 

provide good schools”). 
This is a perfect space 
for AAP to occupy. And 
Mr. Kejriwal knows that 
the only way to expand 
in this space is by con-
stantly displaying AAP’s 
efficiency as a service 
provider. Where does 
Rahul Gandhi fit in with 
this scheme of things? 
The only space open is 
on the other side of pow-
er. Alongside those who 
have been disenfran-
chised by the operation 
of this new system of 
extreme-nationalist and 
transactional power. It is 
not just the minorities, 
but linguistic groups who 
feel left out by the surge 
of the Hindi belt, hitherto 
influential farmer groups 
who feel threatened by 
the door opened to cor-
porate presence, caste 
groups who are miffed at 
the rise of the mercantile 
classes, strands of civil 
society who feel dis-
mayed by the path taken 
by politics and culture, 
and various other groups 
who feel they don’t have 
access to power. They are 
disparate and dispersed, 
and can only be brought 
together through a long 
process of localized en-
gagement. s00m5hi8 Ra-

hul Gandhi participating 
in the ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ 
Mr. Gandhi’s problem 
is the Congress party’s 
legacy. It is too much of 
a Leviathan to be an ag-
ile startup like AAP. The 
only saving grace for the 
party is that so many of 
its stalwarts have aban-
doned ship and left it at 
a wrecking yard. This is 
an opportunity for Mr. 
Gandhi to reimagine the 
Congress as a newborn 
entity that has to start 
from scratch. It can still 
think of itself as a startup 
and follow the rules of 
finding a burning prob-
lem, offering a solution, 
taking it to early adopt-
ers, working with them 
to iterate new and better 
versions of the product. 
The “Bharat Jodo Yatra” 
is one such opportunity, 
as long as it moves by 
building a chain of local 
issues, local solutions, 
and creating a suite of 
messages that can come 
together in one unified 
political app. But like all 
startups, Rahul Gandhi’s 
new Congress will need 
funds at some stage. This 
means selling the idea 
of the Congress to those 
who have the moolah 
- corporates. There are 
today many corporates 
who will be watching the 
rise of two big houses 
with a degree of disquiet. 
While they would not 
overtly want to do any-
thing that would tie them 
to the Opposition, they 
might still be willing to 
open channels with the 
Congress. Realpolitik de-
mands that Mr. Gandhi 
recognises this and rolls 
back his anti-corporate 
rhetoric. Without that, his 
Congress will not suc-
ceed, whether or not it 
learns from Mr. Kejriwal 
and reinvents itself as a 
startup.

Giant Win Aside, Akhilesh Yadav’s Result Will Worry The BJP
There are two big stories 
out of Uttar Pradesh to-
day. The first, which was 
more or less expected, is 
the BJP’s big win in the 
state. The second, which is 
probably a bigger story, is 
the rise of Akhilesh Yadav 
and his Samajwadi Party 
(SP) 2.0. Let us talk about 
the winner first. Received 
wisdom tells us that state 
election results should only 
be compared with previous 
state elections. This is not 
valid for Uttar Pradesh. The 
reason is that UP is a labora-
tory of PM Modi’s political 
economy to which we were 
introduced on November 
8, 2016. Demonetisation, 
widely seen as an economic 
disaster, reinvented the PM 
as a gareebon ke masiha 
(messiah of the poor). It 
played a key role in win-
ing over UP’s poor in 2017. 
The Modi government built 
on that through a system of 
government handouts and 
freebies. In 2019, Jayant 
Choudhury’s RLD, Akh-
ilesh Yadav’s SP and May-
awati’s BSP came together, 
in a Mahagathbandhan, to 
challenge the BJP. On pa-
per, the alliance appeared 
unbeatable. What no one 
had anticipated was how 
the coming together of the 
two big parties would make 
other non-dominant OBC 
and Dalit castes switch 
to the BJP. sm6jsrb Akh-
ilesh Yadav and Mayawati 
(file photo) At that time, 
the SP was seen as largely 
a Yadav party, while the 
BSP was perceived to be 
a Jatav party. Yadavs are 

the biggest OBC caste-
group in UP and they form 
about 10-12 percent of the 
state’s population. Jatavs 
are the biggest Dalit caste-
group in the state, mak-
ing up about 11 percent of 
the population. These two 
caste-groups are subaltern 
in relation to upper castes, 
but they are dominant when 
compared to other OBC and 
Dalit caste-communities. 
The fear of two dominant 
groups joining hands, and 
then reorienting govern-
ment resources for their 
own benefit, pushed many 
non-Yadav and non-Jatav 
castes towards the BJP. 
Above that sat PM Modi’s 
Hindutva appeal, which 
could expand the domain of 
common political identity 
beyond caste. While ele-
ments of this were already 
present in 2017, the social 
and economic engineering 
was perfected only by 2019, 
especially after the an-
nouncement of PM-Kisan, 
where small and poor peas-
ants got some cash in their 
hands. This is why 2019 
needs to be the benchmark 
for the then-vs-now results 
in UP, as also to under-
stand the significant politi-
cal shifts. d8qa8ug8 Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi In 
that sense, this is not great 
news for the BJP. Even 
though it has won a two-
thirds majority, its alliance 
has dropped over 6 percent 
in votes. While this can 
happen when Lok Sabha 
votes get translated to state 
elections, the worry for the 
BJP is that Akhilesh Yadav 

has taken away a big part 
of the votes for Mayawati 
and the Congress. The SP 
has effectively consolidated 
a big chunk of the anti-BJP 
vote, turning UP into a two-
horse race for the first time 
in several decades. Between 
2002 and 2014, UP’s voters 
were largely split between 
the three big parties - SP, 
BSP and BJP. 2014 changed 
the game when Narendra 
Modi took the BJP past 
the 40 percent mark. PM 
Modi won the state for his 
party in 2017 (remember 
the Chief Ministerial can-
didate wasn’t even decided 
then) almost maintaining 
the party’s vote-share. The 
SP and BSP, which used to 
together get more than half 
the votes, dropped to the 

low 40s first and then, in 
2019, their alliance polled 
less than 40 percent, with 
votes being equally split be-
tween them. It was impor-
tant for Akhilesh to change 
this, to take his party’s 
vote-share towards the 40 
percent mark. To do that, he 
needed to consolidate the 
entire Muslim vote behind 
the SP and also recover 
non-Yadav OBC votes from 
the BJP; perhaps, even get 
some non-Jatav Dalit votes 
as well. A simple look at the 
electoral math would have 
told you that this was going 
to be impossible this time in 
the absence of any big anti-
incumbency wave and a 
media that was largely hos-
tile to the SP and its allies. 
3q5rdn6o Akhilesh Yadav 

at a rally What Akhilesh 
has managed to do is not a 
mean feat. And that is why 
this could well be a semi-
final for the SP before it can 
really challenge the BJP’s 
hegemony in the state. In 
2017, the BJP had an 18 
percent lead over the SP in 
terms of vote-share, which 
increased to nearly 32 per-
cent in 2019. Now Akhilesh 
has brought this down to 
less than 10 percent. If one 
looks at the alliance-level 
votes, the gap between the 
BJP-led alliance and the 
SP-RLD-led alliance is just 
8 percent. This time, the al-
liance would have needed a 
swing of more than 16 per-
cent to beat the BJP (based 
on 2019 votes). Next time, 
it will need just a shade 

more than 4 percent. That 
is well within the realm of 
possibility. One reason why 
the SP couldn’t quite make 
it is that loyal voters of the 
BSP and Congress stuck to 
their parties. Some Mus-
lim votes might also have 
gone to these parties in area 
where their candidates ap-
peared strong. The SP’s 
success will send a signal 
to those who are at the mar-
gins of the Congress and 
BSP’s loyal constituency 
that Akhilesh and his part-
ners have a better chance of 
beating the BJP. This could 
lead to a further collapse 
of the Congress and BSP’s 
vote, and a stronger con-
solidation behind the SP. 
That is something the BJP 
will watch closely over the 
coming years. The party’s 
victory in four of the five 
states that had elections 
shows that the combination 
of polarisation and econom-
ic-populism is still yielding 
rich dividends. The ruling 
party is now likely to redou-
ble its efforts to deliver ben-
efits to non-Yadav OBCs to 
win them back. There will 
be a more organised effort 
to break the network of Ya-
dav and Muslim strongmen 
without whom the SP’s al-
liance would not be able 
to function on the ground. 
Akhilesh is nipping at the 
heels of the Modi-BJP. The 
BJP will not make things 
easy for him. UP will have 
to be ready for daily politi-
cal battles over the next two 
years.
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Why The Gandhis Have No 
Takers Among Voters

Lt. Col. Pusapati Vijay 
Ananda Gajapathi Raju, 
the honourable Maharaja 
of Vizianagaram, best 
known as Vizzy, became 
the captain of the Indian 
cricket team on its tour to 
England in 1936. Vizzy 
was a big cricket enthu-
siast and had bankrolled 
Indian cricket for years. 
The trouble was that he 
was terrible at the game, 
and envious of those who 
could play. The story 
goes that he bribed one 
team member with a gold 
watch to run another out, 
and forced an injured 
batsman to pad-up and 
wait for hours to ensure 
he couldn’t rest. But no 
one could say anything 
to him since he paid ev-
eryone’s salaries. Even 
an angry word said sot-
to voce could get a top 
player sacked from the 
team and sent home. Lat-
er, when he was too old 
to play, Vizzy became a 
commentator. His public 
speaking skills were so 
poor that once, when he 
was regaling the listen-
ers with stories about his 
exploits in tiger-hunting, 
his co-commentator 
quipped, “I thought you 
left a transistor radio on 
while commentating and 
bored them (the tigers) 
to death.” And for such 
sterling services, Vizzy 
was knighted by King 
Edward VIII. Many In-
dians, especially those 
on the liberal side of the 
political divide, believe 
Rahul Gandhi is the Con-
gress party’s Vizzy. He 
is a poor politician, an 
erratic communicator, 
doesn’t understand re-
alpolitik and is insecure 
about young leaders in 
the party who could prob-
ably do a better job of 
leading it. You will hear 
frustrated commentary 
from liberals about how 
it is time for the Gandhi 
scion to quit politics alto-
gether, and let someone 
more competent handle 
India’s Grand Old Party. 
The question that no one 
wants to answer is why is 
there no open challenger 
for the post of Congress 
President from any of the 
favourites of Lutyens lib-
erals? Why don’t other 
stars of the party split 
it and then demand the 
Congress party’s election 
symbol from the Elec-
tion Commission? The 
answer, as every Con-
gress leader knows, is 
that there can really be 
no Congress without the 
Gandhis. They are still 
the only pan-national 
brand of the party. The 
Gandhi name is still the 
most identifiable symbol 
for the Congress, much 
more than the hand, the 
party’s symbol on Elec-
tronic Voting Machines 
or EVMs. 1eav1o3 For 

many, they are still In-
dia’s version of the Royal 
Family. So even an aver-
age political opponent on 
the street wants to see, 
touch and perhaps take a 
selfie with them. A recent 
example came from Ut-
tar Pradesh, where BJP 
workers returning from 
a rally wanted to interact 
with Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra. In our deeply rac-
ist and colour-conscious 
post-colonial nation, it 
helps that they are half-
phoren. That means even 
when voters have no in-
tention of voting for the 
Congress, they turn up for 
rallies and road-shows 
held by the Gandhis. No 
other Congress leader 
can hope for such mass 
interest. This, indeed, 
is the Congress party’s 
tragedy. It is trapped in a 
mode where it can only 
be led by a dynasty, but 
at the same time, that dy-
nasty is an easy target for 
the Opposition. It can be 
blamed for India’s prob-
lems (Nehru is the cul-
prit), it can be called cor-
rupt (Rajiv’s Bofors) and 
it can be called anti-dem-
ocratic (Indira’s Emer-
gency). The Gandhis are 
like the proverbial poison 
in Shiva’s throat - which 
can neither be spat out 
nor swallowed. So the 
only real option for am-
bitious leaders is to leave 
the party and join other 
formations which will 
have them. The Gandhis 
themselves know that 
they are indispensable. 
That makes them auto-
cratic and whimsical. 
Rahul Gandhi’s public 
persona appears to be 
that of a person driven by 
a personal sense of mo-
rality, informed more by 
political theory than by 
the pragmatism required 
by electoral politics. If he 
makes overtures towards 
vote-gathering populism 
(appearing in temples 
every now and then), it 
seems half-hearted. Ra-
hul Gandhi often sticks 
his neck out to sup-
port politically-correct 
but unpopular causes, 
much to the chagrin of 
his backers. They say he 
should take a leaf out of 
Arvind Kejriwal’s play-
book and simply avoid 
issues that inflame ma-
joritarian passions. How-
ever, it would be naive to 
think that the Congress 
party’s problems are just 
that of Rahul Gandhi’s 
leadership style and his 
frequent absenteeism. 
Its bigger issue is that 
the structure of power in 
India has changed fun-
damentally. The Nehru-
Congress was essentially 
a ‘governmental’ party, 
which represented the 
bureaucratic-managerial 
class that ruled India. It 
commanded the heights 

of India’s economy, and 
played the role of balanc-
ing the interests of the 
capitalist class and big 
landlords. The bureau-
cratic-managerial class 
further tightened its con-
trol over institutions and 
policy during Indira Gan-
dhi’s first stint as Prime 
Minister. Yet, when she 
came back to power in 
1980, Indira set in mo-
tion a process that would 
lead to the disempow-
erment of the Lutyens 
elite. India’s tryst with 
privatisation and liber-
alisation, which began 
under Indira’s Operation 
Forward would gradually 
take power away from 
the babus and shift it to-
wards India’s mercantile 
caste-communities. This 
process got accelerated 
after the Rao-Manmo-
han reforms in 1991. It 
still took another two 
decades to finally cul-
minate in the rule of the 
mercantile classes. To-
day, public discourse is 
dominated by mercantile 
ideas and the culture of 
India’s business castes 
and communities. The 
Congress party, with its 
overwhelming Lutyens-
tilt, has no place here. On 
the other side is the par-
ty’s over-centralisation, 
which began under Indira 
Gandhi. She needed it 
to fight the regional sa-
traps who were opposed 
to her leadership. In the 
process, she diminished 
regional leaders and 
disemboweled party or-
ganisations in states. Re-
gional aspirations could 
only get expressed in 
regional parties, outside 
the Congress fold. Equal-
ly, the Congress party’s 
top-down approach 
meant that the political 
movements of backward 
castes and Dalits could 
only get articulated in 
distinct caste-parties. So 
in states with strong re-
gional elites and in those 
with populous dominant 
castes, the Congress has 
no space. That means 
the Gandhis will have to 
work out a strategy out-
side this framework. This 
is easier said than done, 
but some broad contours 
can be drawn out. The 
most important of these 
is raising funds. While 
Rahul Gandhi has made 
it a fetish to attack the 
big two of India Inc, the 
Congress doesn’t seem 
to have made any seri-
ous attempt to reach out 
to other business houses 
which have been ignored 
by the Modi regime. Ra-
hul Gandhi also needs to 
find a way to reach out 
to middle level entrepre-
neurs and take up their 
causes, lobby for them 
and even agitate on their 
behalf. This is a constitu-
ency which has been 
loyal to the BJP, and to 
political Hindutva, but it 
can switch to the Con-
gress if the party con-
sistently bats for them. 
t4llst58 The Gandhis 
also have to stop wasting 
time on states where the 
Congress has no chance. 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and 
perhaps even West Ben-
gal are three such states. 
They are big, require a lot 
of detailed attention, time 
and resources. 

Another Modi Message To Lutyens’ Delhi 
On Transfer Of Power

46 Why did Indira Gandhi 
choose to erect a memorial 
to soldiers who had given 
their lives for the Bangla-
desh War right under the 
archway of that monument 
to the colonial army, India 
Gate? And why has PM 
Modi chosen to extinguish 
its fire and merge it into 
another eternal flame that 
formally breaks with any 
memory of the Raj? To un-
derstand this, we need to 
revisit the tensions that un-
derlay the formation of the 
independent Indian state. 
But first, a detour to an 
early morning in August, 
1965. Two days before In-
dependence Day. Prime 
Minister Shastri was prob-
ably awake, poring over re-
ports from General Jayanto 
Chaudhuri on how India’s 
soldiers were poised against 
their Pakistani counterparts. 
In another three weeks, In-
dia would push through its 
advantage and almost encir-
cle Lahore. But that day, in 
the heart of Lutyens Delhi, 
a motley crew of activists 
from the Samyukta Social-
ist Party were on their way 
to fight a battle of their own. 
Armed with buckets of tar, 
a ladder and some ham-
mers, they silently walked 
up to India Gate, overpow-
ered two soldiers, knocking 
one unconscious, climbed 
up onto the imposing statue 
of King George V under the 
adjoining canopy, smeared 
his face with tar, hacked 
off his crown, chipped 
off the nose and ears, and 
hung a picture of Subhash 
Chandra Bose on it. Hav-
ing achieved their symbolic 
victory, the group disap-
peared into the night. The 
act was universally panned 
by English-language news-
papers. Frank Moraes, 
father of the poet Dom 
Moraes, a Gandhian pukka 
sahib, who was editor of 

the Indian Express, called 
it “perverted patriotism”. In 
this, his views were no dif-
ferent from those of Nehru 
or Sardar Patel. As Home 
Minister, Patel had formally 
reprimanded the Bombay 
government for bothering 
about British monuments 
when there were much more 
urgent matters to deal with. 
Nehru had an even more 
accommodating attitude to-
wards symbols of the Raj, 
considering British statues 
and monuments to be an in-
tegral part of India’s history. 
dk9cah58 Amar Jawan Jyoti 
was inaugurated on Repub-
lic Day 1972 This surprised 
many foreign visitors to the 
New Delhi of those times. 
President Eisenhower 
would comment in 1959 on 
a visit to the capital, “When 
I noted an impressive statue 
of King George V standing 
in a prominent place near 
the Palace, I could not help 
wondering whether we in 
our early days of indepen-
dence would have tolerated 
among us a statue of King 
George III.” The magnani-
mous approach that India’s 
new ruling elite had towards 
relics of the Raj had a lot to 
do with which strand of the 
ruling classes dominated the 
system of power when we 
became independent. The 
nationalist elite consisted 

of three broad groups - mer-
chants and industrialists, 
regional big landlords, and 
the bureaucratic-manageri-
al-intellectual class which 
manned the apparatuses of 
the state. Since neither the 
capitalist class nor the land-
lords had enough strength 
to rule on their own, the bu-
reaucratic-managerial elite 
acquired significant autono-
my in directing state power. 
This dominance didn’t take 
place overnight. It took sev-
eral years of struggle before 
the bureaucratic-managerial 
elite could establish them-
selves at the commanding 
heights of the polity, econ-
omy and civil society. This 
struggle found its parallel 
in the Congress party too, 
in the battles between the 
government led by Nehru, 
and the party satraps. In his 
fight against the more con-
servative elements within 
the Congress party, Nehru 
increasingly recruited apo-
litical members of the elite 
to his side. Amongst them 
were English-educated 
technocrats, planners, and 
former ICS officers who 
were till recently loyal to 
the British Raj. 9hjkk8lg 
The government has chosen 
to omit ‘Abide With Me’, 
the solemn hymn that sig-
nalled the conclusion of the 
Beating Retreat ceremony. 

The ruling elite saw itself 
as a ‘welfare-bureaucracy’ 
that would modernise and 
develop India from the top. 
It looked to England for in-
spiration when it came to 
liberal values and individu-
al rights, and to the Soviet 
Union for its egalitarian im-
pulses. It was not surprising 
that they would be sympa-
thetic to the structure that 
the colonial state had built, 
especially its systems of 
gathering knowledge, enu-
merating the people, con-
necting different parts of 
the country, pushing com-
merce. It was a naïve anti-
colonialism that believed 
in the empowering mission 
of Western Enlightenment 
discourse, and considered 
the Raj to be a perversion of 
the true spirit of liberal de-
mocracy. Indira Gandhi was 
no different. For her, there 
was both a disjunction and 
a continuity between the 
Raj and independent India. 
So, it was natural for the 
heroes of the Bangladesh 
war to be remembered in an 
unbroken chain of all mili-
tary heroes who preceded 
them. What better place for 
that than India Gate? Even 
the aesthetic of the Amar 
Jawan Jyoti, which was in-
augurated on Republic Day 
1972, is of a piece with the 
rest of Lutyens Delhi. It is 

spartan and austere in its de-
sign, grand and imposing in 
its effect. As I have argued 
in the past, the hegemony of 
the bureaucratic-managerial 
‘Lutyens’ elite’ has steadily 
weakened over the past 35 
years. Now, under Naren-
dra Modi, we are in the last 
stages of its ouster from 
the corridors of power. The 
mercantile-entrepreneurial 
elite, which initially played 
second fiddle to the ‘Lu-
tyens elite’, is now in com-
plete command of the state. 
It must reimagine the site of 
power with a new material-
ity, with a new semiotic of 
authority. This includes a 
new architecture of the state 
at the centre of Delhi, which 
is what the Central Vista 
project is all about. The 
new ‘Central Vista elite’ 
must also produce its own 
nationalistic rituals, its own 
traditions of showcasing 
state power. This is why the 
Amar Jawan Jyoti must be 
extinguished and ‘merged’ 
into the new Jyoti at the 
National War Memorial. It 
is also why “Abide With 
Me”, a Christian hymn that 
was a favourite of Mahatma 
Gandhi, must be dropped 
from the list of tunes to be 
played at the Beating the 
Retreat ceremony. The ‘Lu-
tyens elite’, and those who 
were part of its ecosystem 
of power, can see their way 
of life being systematically 
dismantled around them. 
They see it as philistines 
and parvenus attacking the 
symbols of modern India, 
much like the Taliban de-
stroyed the Bamiyan Bud-
dha to make a political state-
ment to the world. The old 
elite knows that these are 
all surgical strikes to disen-
franchise and disempower 
them, since they are of no 
use to the propertied classes 
any more. Their flame has 
been extinguished.

Netaji’s Growing Status In Project Political Hindutva
I had a distant uncle, 
my mother’s cousin, 
who would visit us from 
Kolkata every couple of 
years. One day, in the 
winter of 1981, wrapped 
up in a couple of shawls, 
sipping tea in our living 
room, he made a sig-
nificant pronouncement. 
“He is returning,” my un-
cle said, “and that is why 
Indira hasn’t allowed At-
tenborough to put him in 
his film.” “Who is return-
ing?” I asked. “Neta-ji,” 
he answered semi-con-
spiratorially. “Hmmpff,” 
snorted my mother. “You 
don’t believe me?” asked 
Uncle Distant. “He has 
been in hiding for more 
than 30 years. He has 
just been waiting for the 
right occasion. Indira 
knows. That is why Ne-
taji isn’t going to be even 
mentioned in that film 
on Gandhi they are mak-
ing.” My mother gave me 
a ‘don’t believe this rub-
bish’ look. But that epi-
sode prompted my father 
to come up with a family 
joke - who is the oldest 
living Bengali? The an-
swer was obviously Net-
aji, because he will never 
die. Forty years later, the 
myths surrounding Sub-
has Chandra Bose have 
only multiplied. Part of 
the reason for this is the 
way official histories 
have treated him. The 
post-independence Indi-
an state has been deeply 
embarrassed about Ne-
taji. He disturbs the cosy 
story that we have told 

ourselves about the Brit-
ish being defeated by a 
frail old man in a loin-
cloth who taught Indians 
to turn the other cheek. 
It also reminds us that 
Gandhi was not above 
political machinations 
when it came to getting 
rid of those who opposed 
his approach to the anti-
colonial struggle. Above 
all, Netaji has become a 
sign for a particular type 
of politics, a national at-
titude and leadership, 
which appeals to people 
with very different politi-
cal ideologies. He repre-
sents the idea that real 
change can only come 
through force, and a mas-
culine, militaristic organ-
isation of citizens as a 
unified, disciplined body 
which is ready to sacri-
fice personal comfort for 
the greater national good. 
In the present context, 
the figure of Netaji is of 
tremendous importance 
to the project of ‘political 
Hindutva’. Unlike Gan-
dhi, whose non-violence 
is perceived as a form 
of effete and ineffectual 
politics by those on the 
right, Subhas Bose is 
seen as a man of action 
who was able to inspire 
Indians to take up arms 
against the British. The 
episodes from his life - 
how he beat up the rac-
ist Professor Oaten as a 
19-year-old student in 
Calcutta’s Presidency 
College, or his daring es-
cape to Kabul, dressed as 
an insurance agent called 

Ziauddin - have only 
helped build his mys-
tique. His story has all 
the elements of intrigue, 
adventure and bravery 
that appeal to the overt 
machismo of right-wing 
ideologies. If Netaji’s 
alliance with Hitler and 
fascist Japan is a source 
of embarrassment for lib-
erals, it adds to his appeal 
in right-wing circles. Af-
ter all, Hitler has always 
been a secret hero of the 
right and there are many 
admirers in the extreme-
right of the Nazi idea of 
racial purity as the foun-
dation of a unified nation. 
Supporters of political 
Hindutva’ justify Bose’s 
decision to fight along-
side Germany and Japan 
as a tactical anti-colonial 
move to defeat the Brit-
ish Raj. But underlying 
their support is a covert 
sympathy for fascism 
as an ideology. The ico-
nography of Netaji in 
post-independence India 
is overwhelmingly mili-
tary. He is presented not 
as a bespectacled Ben-
gali in a dhoti-kurta and 
shawl, but in the combat 
uniform of the Indian Na-
tional Army. He is often 
depicted on a horse, as if 
perpetually charging to-
wards the enemy. Or else, 
he stands at attention, sa-
luting a parade of absent 
soldiers. His most popu-
lar slogan, “Tum mujhe 
khoon do, main tumhein 
azaadi doonga (You give 
me blood, I will give 
you freedom)”, dovetails 

beautifully with a mus-
cular, extremist and au-
thoritarian politics. It is a 
leader asking for violent 
sacrifice; in return, he 
will deliver us from un-
freedom. The ‘I’ in “I will 
give you freedom” high-
lights the supreme role of 
the leader who demands 
unquestioning submis-
sion and loyalty. This is 
exactly what right-wing 
politics espouses today. 
Equally importantly, Ne-
taji is a symbolic victim 
of the ‘dirty’ politics of 
the Congress party. Even 
though official history 
textbooks in schools and 
colleges gloss over his 
relationship with Gandhi 
and Nehru, some snap-
shots of what transpired 
has entered and been am-
plified in popular histo-
riography. We know that 
Subhas Bose defeated 
Gandhi’s candidate, Pat-
tabhi Sitaramyya, and 
became President of the 
Indian National Con-
gress for the second time 
in 1939. As historian 
Rudhrangshu Mukherjee 
writes, “Gandhi’s reac-
tion to Subhas’s win was 
uncharacteristically de-
void of grace. In a pub-
lic statement he said that 
since he had prevailed 
upon Sitaramayya not to 
withdraw from the con-
test, the latter’s defeat 
‘was more mine than 
his’.” It is now well-doc-
umented how Gandhi en-
gineered things to make it 
very difficult for Subhas 
to function as party presi-

dent. Ultimately, Subhas 
realised that he had been 
out-manoeuvred and 
resigned. He appealed 
to Gandhi to restart the 
political mobilisation 
against the British, but 
the party prohibited any 
Congress worker from 
launching ‘satyagraha’ 
without express permis-
sion from the Work-
ing Committee. Subhas 
publicly opposed this 
move and was expelled 
from the Congress party 
for three years. Gandhi 
had prevailed. Subhas’s 
planned ouster from the 
Congress has acquired a 
life of its own in public 
imagination. It is used 
as an example to coun-
ter the official narrative 
of Gandhi’s moral poli-
tics. After independence, 
it was used by both the 
right and the left to point 
to the undemocratic na-
ture of Gandhian politics. 
It has been revived now, 
when right-wing ide-
ologies dominate public 
discourse, and Gandhi is 
being increasingly pro-
jected by ‘political Hin-
dutva’ as a villain. What 
the right would not want 
to highlight is that Sub-
has Bose was sidelined in 
the Congress for being a 
leftist and a socialist. He 
was perceived to be an 
uncompromising mod-
ernist and secular- i s t 
who was strongly op-
posed to religion in poli-
tics. He was a fierce critic 
of the Hindu Mahasabha. 
He was an opponent.
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Who is George Soros? From ‘Modi-Baiter’ to ‘Economic 
War criminal’, Know All About Billionaire Investor

New Delhi: US hedge fund 
creator George Soros, who 
is now under the scanner 
of the ruling BJP, has trig-
gered a row by stating that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is “silent” on the 
Adani-Hindenburg row and 
that he will have to “answer 
questions from foreign in-
vestors and in Parliament.” 
His comments triggered a 
war of words between the 
BJP and the Congress-led 
Opposition parties with the 
ruling side claiming that 
US tycoon George Soros 
- an international entrepre-
neur - has declared his ill 
intention to intervene in 
the democratic processes of 
India. What Did George So-
ros Say? Soros in a speech 
on Thursday said that in-
dustrialist Gautam Adani 
is “accused of stock ma-
nipulation’’ and his stock 
collapsed like a house of 
cards after the Hindenburg 
Report came out. “Adani 
Enterprises tried to raise 
funds in the stock market 
but failed,” Soros alleged. 
Adani Group has been ac-
cused by US short-seller 
Hindenburg of engaging in 

“brazen stock manipulation 
and accounting fraud” over 
decades, a claim that Adani 
Group has stoutly denied. 
Terming Modi and Adani 
as “close allies,” whose 
“fate is intertwined”, the 
92-year-old billionaire in-
vestor said, “This will sig-
nificantly weaken Modi`s 
stranglehold on India`s 
federal government and 
open the door to push for 
much-needed institutional 
reforms.” “I may be naive, 
but I expect a democratic 
revival in India,” Soros said 
in his remarks delivered 
at the 2023 Munich Secu-
rity Conference. US-based 
short seller, in its report on 
January 24, raised concerns 

about shares of Adani group 
companies having a pos-
sibility of declining from 
their current levels owing 
to high valuations, “brazen 
stock manipulation”, and 
“accounting fraud”, among 
others. After the report 
came out, the share prices 
of companies in the Adani 
Group dropped significant-
ly. The continued sell-offs 
in the group`s stocks led its 
flagship firm, Adani Enter-
prises Limited, to cancel a 
fully subscribed Rs 20,000 
crore follow-on public of-
fer. So, Who Is George So-
ros? Soros is an American 
billionaire philanthropist, 
who has been accused of us-
ing his wealth and influence 

t shape politics and funding 
regime change. Known as a 
Modi-baiter, Soros has also 
been very critical of Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
and former US President 
Donald Trump. In 2020, the 
billionaire investor pledged 
USD 1 billion to fund a new 
university network to tackle 
the spread of nationalism. 
According to a Forbes Mag-
azine report, George Soros 
has amassed a huge for-
tune – a net worth of USD 
6.7 billion as of February 
17, 2023. He is among the 
wealthiest people in the 
world. He had also report-
edly doated billions of USD 
dollars to Open Society 
Foundations. by Taboola-
Sponsored LinksYou May 
Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Univer-
sity Get Certified from IIT 
Roorkee EICT & Intellipaat 
Intellipaat Born in Buda-
pest, George Soros had to 
face a lot of struggles in 
his early childhood days. 
He also managed to sur-
vive the Nazi occupation of 
Hungary. He settled in the 
United Kingdom in 1947 
and completed his BSc 

from the London School 
of Economics. However, 
he had to work as a railway 
porter and waiter to fund 
his studies at the London 
School of Economics. So-
ros began his career in the 
1950s and took several jobs 
at banks in the UK and the 
US. It was in 1969, that he 
created his Soros Fund, and 
launched the second one 
in 1970 at a seed value of 
USD 12 million. The value 
of the fund in 2011 was es-
timated to be around USD 
25 billion. However, before 
that, he worked at a Lon-
don merchant bank. Soros 
moved to New York City 
in 1956 where he started 
off as an analyst of Euro-
pean securities. Man Who 
Broke Bank Of England 
He is also largely blamed 
for the collapse of the UK 
Central Bank - The Bank of 
England - in 1992 because 
he short-sold USD 10 bil-
lion worth of pounds that 
made him a profit of USD 
1 billion. For the unversed, 
the term short selling means 
buying a commodity for a 
lesser price and selling it at 
high prices. 

Indian-Origin UK Man Kills Father With 
Champagne Bottle, Jailed For Life

London: An Indian-origin 
man who was found guilty 
of the murder of his father 
by smashing a champagne 
bottle over his head in 
north London has been sen-
tenced to life imprisonment. 
Deekan Paul Singh Vig, 54, 
was convicted following a 
trial at the Old Bailey court 
last month and was sen-
tenced for a minimum term 
of 18 years before being 
considered for parole at the 
same court on Friday. “The 
actions of Deekan Paul 
Singh Vig have left his fam-
ily devastated – they must 
continue to deal with the 
loss of a loved one while he 
will spend a significant peri-
od of time in jail as a conse-
quence of his actions,” said 
Wayne Jolley, Detective 
Chief Inspector of the Met-
ropolitan Police who led the 
murder investigation. The 
Met Police said Vig’s father, 
86-year-old Arjan Singh 
Vig, lived at the same home 
as him in Southgate, north 
London, where police were 
called to a disturbance in 
October 2021. Despite the 
efforts of emergency servic-
es, Arjan was pronounced 
dead at the scene, the police 

said. “A post-mortem ex-
amination gave the cause of 
death as blunt force trauma 
to the head,” the police said. 
Later, the trial heard how of-
ficers found the body of Ar-
jan on the floor of his son’s 
bedroom with his “head 
caved in”. According to the 
‘Evening Standard’ newspa-
per, his son was naked and 
surrounded by about 100 
bottles of Champagne, in-
cluding blood-stained bot-
tles of Veuve Cliquot and 
Bollinger. “I killed my dad. 
I hit him over the head with 
a f***ing bloody bottle of 
Bollinger champagne,” he 
reportedly saidJurors heard 
how Vig had lived with his 
accountant father and zool-

ogist mother Damanjit Vig, 
85, in their four-bedroom 
home for about 40 years. 
The family had moved from 
Uganda to the UK when Vig 
was aged five at the time Idi 
Amin expelled members of 
the South Asian community 
from the east African coun-
try. The court was told that 
Vig had developed a taste 
for alcohol during the CO-
VID lockdown and admit-
ted to drinking 500ml of 
whisky earlier on the eve-
ning of the incident. At the 
crime scene, police uncov-
ered 100 bottles of cham-
pagne, 10 Amazon delivery 
boxes of whisky bottles, and 
an empty bottle of Talisker 
Scotch.

Canada Bans All Research Funding With Chinese 
Military, Urges Universities to Do Same

Ottawa: The Canadian 
government has an-
nounced to end all re-
search funding with the 
Chinese military and 
state security institutions 
and urged the provinces 
and universities to adopt 
similar national security 
measures, The Globe and 
Mail reported. Innova-
tion Minister Francois-
Phillipe Champagne an-
nounced on Tuesday that 
Ottawa has instructed 
the Canada Foundation 
for Innovation and fed-
eral research granting 
councils to screen fund-
ing requests from Cana-
dian universities that are 
collaborating on sensi-
tive research with China 
and other hostile states. 
Last month, Champagne 
vowed to bring the new 
national-security rules 
to protect from slip-
ping technology into the 
hands of China and oth-
er hostile countries. On 
January 30, the Globe re-
ported that the joint proj-
ects with China`s Nation-

al University of Defence 
Technology (NUDT). 
Some of the Chinese mil-
itary scientists who were 
involved are experts in 
missile performance and 
guidance systems, mo-
bile robotics, and auto-
mated surveillance, ac-
cording to The Globe and 
Mail. “Grant applications 
that involve conducting 
research in a sensitive 
research area will not be 
funded if any of the re-
searchers working on the 
project are affiliated with 
a university, research in-
stitute, or laboratory con-
nected to the military, 
national defence, or state 
security entities of for-
eign state actors that pose 

a risk to our national se-
curity,” Champagne said 
in a statement Tuesday. 
He added the govern-
ment has also written to 
Universities Canada and 
the U15 Group of Cana-
dian Research Universi-
ties urging them to follow 
similar guidelines for all 
their research partner-
ships, and “more particu-
larly those partnerships 
involving sensitive re-
search areas.” by Tabool-
aSponsored LinksYou 
May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to 
your name Golden Gate 
University Video from 
our partners Brought to 
you by Taboola Get Cer-
tified from IIT Roorkee 
EICT & Intellipaat Intel-

lipaat Champagne said 
the new policy will be 
implemented rapidly and 
in close consultation with 
government departments, 
national security agen-
cies, and the Canadian 
research community., 
as per the reports in The 
Globe and Mail. “We 
will work closely with 
our university-sector col-
leagues to ensure these 
additional steps are im-
plemented effectively,” 
he said. In 2021, Canada 
put stricter guidelines 
for the national security 
reviews for academics 
seeking federal fund-
ing from the Natural 
Sciences and Engineer-
ing Research Council 
(NSERC). But that did 
not apply to other federal 
funding bodies. Mean-
while, Margaret McCu-
aig-Johnston, former 
executive vice-president 
of NSERC called the 
Canadian government`s 
announcement “a very 
good step,” according to 
The Globe and Mail. She 

said that Canada should 
prepare a comprehen-
sive list of all academic 
institutions and labs to 
be avoided, reported The 
Globe and Mail. While 
giving the details about 
the Chinese universi-
ties, Johnston said that 
in China alone there are 
about 65 universities and 
teaching institutions for 
the military. And there 
are 160 other military-
focused labs in civilian 
Chinese universities, she 
said. “A list of all of these 
should be provided to the 
universities and federal 
granting councils.” She 
said federally funded 
Genome Canada should 
also be required to break 
off research with China`s 
BGI Group, formerly 
Beijing Genomics Insti-
tute, which works closely 
with the People`s Libera-
tion Army. Johnston said 
collaborating with civil-
ian researchers in China 
is also risky because they 
too are obliged to work 
with the Chinese military 

6-Year-Old US Girl Shoots 
Grandmother In Moving Car

A six-year-old girl shot 
her grandmother from the 
backseat of a moving car 
in Florida, US, on Feb-
ruary 16, as per a report 
in Fox News. According 
to a press release by the 
North Port Police De-
partment, the girl found 
her 57-year-old grand-
mother’s gun in the back-
seat of the car. She then 
shot her in the lower back 
around 3 pm. “A 57-year-
old woman reported that 
her 6-year-old grand-
daughter got ahold of a 
firearm in the backseat of 
the vehicle and acciden-

tally fired a single shot 
through the driver seat, 
striking her in the lower 
back,” they added. The 
police department men-
tioned that the weapon 
was originally located in 
a holster, “tucked in the 
back pocket of the driver 
seat, beneath a seat cov-
er”. However, the woman 
was able to drive home 
and called US emergen-
cy helpline number 911. 
She was then airlifted 
to a hospital with “non-
threatening injuries”. 
North Port Police Depart-
ment added that an inves-

tigation was launched 
into the matter and the 
girl was also questioned. 
“An interview of the 
child was conducted by 
those with the Child Pro-
tection Centre in North 
Port. All other parties 
involved were also ques-
tioned,” they added in the 
press release. 73 Mass 
Shootings In US This 
Year, Joe Biden Says 
“Enough” Police chief 
Todd Garrison issued a 
statement and said, “This 
is an unfortunate exam-
ple of the importance of 
gun safety.” Mr Garrison 
stated that although “it 
appears that everyone is 
going to be okay”, the in-
cident “could have been 
much worse, not just for 
the grandma but for the 
child.” He concluded by 
saying, “Please take ap-
propriate measures to 
make sure children can-
not access firearms.” Post 
a comment Police found 
that the shooting was “ac-
cidental” after interview-
ing the six-year-old and 
other persons involved.

US Mass Shooting: 6 Shot Dead in Small 
Mississippi Town; Suspect Detained

Heatwave To Snowfall: Argentina’s Heat 
And Cold Records Broken In 5 Days

Buenos Aires: Argentina 
broke records for heat and 
cold within a short window 
of just five days this week, 
with temperatures plum-
meting a jaw-dropping 30 
degrees Celsius as a heat-
wave gave way to historic 
snowfalls. A cold front from 
Patagonia caused tempera-
tures in Buenos Aires to 
drop from a high of 38.1 C 
(100.6 degrees Fahrenheit) 
last Sunday to only 7.9C 
(46.2F) on Thursday -- a 
record low for the month 
of February since 1951, 
the National Meteorologi-
cal Service reported. The 
lowest ever was 4.2C in 
1910. The South American 
country this week battled its 
eighth heat wave so far this 
summer with temperatures 
shooting up to nearly 40C 
(104F) in the center and 
north. But in the same week, 
on Friday, snow fell for the 
first time since records be-
gan in the low peaks of the 
Sierra de la Ventana moun-
tains some 560 kilometers 
(350 miles) west of the 
capital Buenos Aires, with 
a minimum of minus 4C 

recorded in the town of the 
same name. Record Febru-
ary lows were also recorded 
elsewhere as a mass of cold 
air from the South Pole en-
tered central Argentina after 
crossing the Andes from 
neighboring Chile, accord-
ing to meteorologist Chris-
tian Garavaglia. In just five 
days, Buenos Aires’s streets 
turned from sunny to grey, 

from people wiping off 
sweat to donning coats. The 
“extreme variability” was 
likely caused by a strong 
La Nina weather phenom-
enon, said Garavaglia. Pro-
motedListen to the latest 
songs, only on JioSaavn.
com He said La Nina causes 
the air and soil to be drier 
than usual, which makes for 
more extreme temperature 

Arkabutla: Six people were 
fatally shot Friday (Feb 
17) at multiple locations in 
a small town in rural Mis-
sissippi near the Tennessee 
state line, and authorities 
blamed a lone suspect who 
was arrested and charged 
with murder. Mississip-
pi Department of Public 
Safety spokesperson Bailey 
Martin confirmed the kill-
ings in Arkabutla, in Tate 
County, to The Associated 
Press. County Sheriff Brad 
Lance told local news out-
lets the killings occurred 
at a convenience store and 
two homes. Trucks marked 
as belonging to the sher-
iff’s office and Tate County 
search and rescue were 
parked outside the store, 
where authorities used yel-
low tape to cordon off the 
building. Richard Dale 
Crum, 52, was booked into 
jail on one count of capi-
tal murder, said Katherine 
King, an administrative 
employee at the Sheriff’s 
Department. She said Crum 
was being held without 

bond and investigators 
could file further charges. 
It was not immediately 
known if he had an attor-
ney who could speak on his 
behalf. Gov. Tate Reeves’ 
office said he had been 
briefed on the shootings. 
“At this time, we believe he 
acted alone,” Reeves said 
in a statement. “His motive 
is not yet known.” by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksYou 
May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to 

your name Golden Gate 
University Learn from IIT 
Madras Faculty & Industry 
Experts. Intellipaat “I heard 
the gunshot from inside my 
house,” Ethan Cash, who 
lives near the store, told 
WREG-TV. “I had just wo-
ken up and I look back here, 
and I see dude walking back 
here with a shotgun.” Cash 
said he went to the scene 
and found one person who 
had been shot. He said he 

checked for a pulse but 
found none. An elementary 
school and a high school 
in nearby Coldwater both 
went on lockdown while the 
suspect was being sought, 
according to the Coldwater 
Elementary School Face-
book page. A short time lat-
er, a second post on the page 
said the lockdown had been 
lifted and “all students and 
staff are safe.” April Wade, 
who lives in Arkabutla and 

grew up in Coldwater, said 
both are small communities 
where most people know 
each other, “but if you 
don’t, you know somebody 
who knows somebody.” 
Speaking from a local tire 
store in the afternoon, Wade 
said she and her husband 
were aware of the shootings 
but had not heard the names 
of the suspect or victims. 
“I think it’s crazy,” Wade 
said. “You do not expect 
something like that to hap-
pen so close to home.” The 
shootings are the first mass 
killing in the US Since Jan. 
23, which saw the last of 
six in a three-week period, 
according to an Associated 
Press/USA Today database. 
It defines a mass killing as 
four or more people dead, 
not including the perpetra-
tor. The Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives said its agents 
were providing assistance 
to the sheriff’s department 
and state investigators. 
Arkabutla lies about 50 ki-
lometers south of Memphis, 
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Amazon Kindle (2022) Review: Your 
Basic Kindle, Now Refined

The all-new Amazon 
Kindle (2022) has been 
launched in India at Rs. 
9,999. Compared to the 
previous model which 
was priced at Rs. 7,999, 
the newer model has 
received a noticeable 
bump in price. On paper, 
the new Kindle (2022) 
comes with plenty of 
useful upgrades. This 
includes more storage, 
a compact and lighter 
design, and a much bet-
ter display compared to 
the previous model. But, 
should you upgrade to 
it if you already own a 
10th generation model? 
More importantly, is the 
slightly pricier Kindle 
Paperwhite a better deal 
at Rs. 13,999? Read 
on to find out. Amazon 
Kindle (2022) build qual-
ity and design The Ama-
zon Kindle (2022) looks 
quite different compared 
to any previous Kindle 
model. This is mainly 
down to the new cos-
metic design and the fact 
that Amazon’s engineers 
have managed to shrink 

the bezels while still re-
taining the display’s size 
at six inches. The new 
Kindle is now thinner 
than the sleek-looking 
Kindle Paperwhite by a 
mere 0.1mm and is avail-
able in Black and Denim 
finishes. I received the 
latter finish for this re-
view. Most of the above 
changes are mainly be-
cause Amazon switched 
to, what appears to be, 
a simpler matte-finished 
polycarbonate body. 
Without the optional cov-
er, it feels far from premi-
um, and since it lacks the 
soft rubber-like texture, it 
is also very slippery. The 

big curved arrow (smile) 
logo, which was first 
seen on the Kindle Paper-
white, replaces the usual 
Amazon branding on the 
back panel. Amazon Kin-
dle Paperwhite Signature 
Edition Review: For the 
Serious Reader The large 
embossed logo has some 
sharp edges and the same 
can be said about the cut 
out for the USB Type-C 
port, which finally makes 
it to the base Kindle mod-
el too. Of course, you can 
attach the optional Kin-
dle Fabric Cover which 
is available in four co-
lours for an additional 
Rs. 1,799 to make it feel 

more premium. Amazon 
Kindle 2022 back de-
sign ndtv AmazonKin-
dle2022  Amazon The 
back panel and frame on 
the new Kindle is made 
from polycarbonate and 
feels a bit cheap One of 
the main advantages of 
the polycarbonate body 
is that it makes the new 
Kindle (2022) a lot light-
er at 158g, compared to 
the previous model. The 
slightly coarse texture of 
the body also means that 
it does not gather many 
fingerprints or smudges, 
which was the case with 
previous models, includ-
ing the Kindle Paper-
white Signature Edition. 
Kindle Oasis (2019) 
Review When using it 
single-handed for read-
ing, the new Amazon 
Kindle (2022) is only a 
bit taller than the iPhone 
14 Pro, making it quite 
comfortable. However, 
any sort of interaction 
with the software such 
as browsing through the 
library, will still require 
you to use both hands. 

Windows 11 is making it easier for you 
to end tasks: Here’s how

Microsoft is reportedly 
working on adding a 
new end task option to 
the Windows 11 taskbar, 
which will allow the abil-
ity to force close an app 
when users right-click 
on it in the taskbar. Also 
Read - Five Lord of the 
Rings games set to arrive 
by 2024: Here’s what we 
know so far According to 
Windows Latest, this new 
option has started ap-
pearing in the latest Win-
dows 11 test builds. Also 
Read - Apple release iOS 
16.4 with new emojis, 
but it is not for everyone 
Windows 11 currently 
allows users to kill any 
process using Task Man-
ager, Command Prompt, 
PowerShell, and Settings 
as long as they can iden-
tify the name or Process 
Identifier (PID). Also 
Read - Apple iPhone 
15 Pro may come with 
USB-C Port, curved de-
sign, thinner bezels and 
more Moreover, the re-
port mentioned that Task 
Manager also comes with 
a new search bar, making 
it much easier .

to identify background 
processes. The new Win-
dows 11 test build also 
comes with a big update 
for accessibility features. 
This update enhances the 
Live Captions feature 
by adding support for 
several new languages, 
including Chinese (Sim-
plified and Traditional), 

French, German, Italian, 
Japanese, Portuguese 
(Brazil), Spanish, and 
others. Further, the tech 
giant is also trying out 
different designs for snap 
layouts, including new 
ways to improve the dis-
coverability and usage of 
snap layouts, according 
to the report. Meanwhile, 

Microsoft will reportedly 
bring a new feature to 
Windows 11, which will 
allow users to control 
RGB lighting. Twitter 
user Albacore found that 
the latest Insider build of 
Windows 11 includes a 
hidden feature for con-
trolling RGB compo-
nents.

WhatsApp might soon roll out 
‘Report status update’ feature

Meta-owned messag-
ing platform WhatsApp 
is reportedly working 
on a new ‘Report sta-
tus update’ feature on 
Android beta. The new 
feature will allow users 
to report status updates 
that might violate the 
platform’s Terms of Ser-
vice, in addition to the 
already available feature 
to report messages, re-
ports WABetaInfo. Also 
Read - WhatsApp: How 
to use the proxy feature 
to access it WhatsApp 
might introduce a new 
‘Report Status Update’ 
feature: How it will work 
A report button will be 
available within the sta-
tus options. The report 
also shows a screenshot 
of the same. Also Read 
- WhatsApp announces 
new proxy support fea-
ture to allow users to ac-
cess it even during inter-
net shutdowns whatsapp, 
whatsapp status Image: 

WABetaInfo If users re-
port a status update, that 
content will be sent to 
the moderation team for 
review to check if it vio-
lates the platform’s Terms 
of Service. Also Read - 
WhatsApp removes NY 
live stream, after minister 
Rajeev Chandrasekhar 
objects However, this 
feature does not compro-
mise end-to-end encryp-
tion. Nobody, not even 
WhatsApp, Meta and 
any proxy provider, can 
see the content of users’ 
messages and listen to 
their private calls, but it 
is important for the com-
pany to bring a report 
option to keep the plat-
form and users safe, the 
report said. As per the 
report, “The introduction 
of this feature does not 
compromise end-to-end 
encryption as messages, 
voice calls, media, loca-
tion sharing, calls, and 
status updates are all pro-

tected by the end-to-end 
encryption protocol on 
all devices.” Meanwhile, 
last week, it was reported 
that the messaging plat-
form was working on a 
new feature called ‘Chat 
Transfer’, which would 
allow users to transfer 
their data from one An-
droid device to another 
using a local network. 
For the unversed, What-
sApp now comes with 
support for proxy sites 
that will allow users to 
get access to the messag-
ing app even when their 
connection is blocked or 
there’s an internet shut-
down. It is now being 
rolled out for all What-
sApp Android and iOS 
users globally. This way 
people in countries like 
Iran, where WhatsApp 
is banned, will be able to 
communicate privately 
by setting up a proxy.

Ola Electric to open 100 experience centres in India 
by January 26, says founder Bhavish Aggarwal

Ola Electric has been 
steadily increasing its 
presence in India. The 
company had 100 Ola 
Experience Centres in 
cities across the coun-
try by the end of De-
cember 2022. Now, the 
company has announced 
that it will soon be open-
ing 100 more experi-

ence centres in India. 
Ola Electric founder and 
CEO Bhavish Aggarwal 
has announced that the 
company will be open-
ing 100 more experience 
centres in India by Janu-
ary 26, 2023. Also Read 
- Ola S1, Ola S1 Pro ar-
rives in Gerua colour 
variant, Ola S1 gets five 

more colours “We had 
100 experience centers at 
end of Dec 2022. Open-
ing 100 more by 26th Jan 
across India. All these 
centers will also have 
service desks,” he wrote 
in the tweet announcing 
the news adding that all 
these experience centres 
will also include service 

centres. Also Read - Ola 
to roll out 10,000 elec-
tric cars in its fleet across 
India Notably, the devel-
opment comes shortly 
after the company’s cab-
aggregator service, Ola, 
announced that it was set 
to enter the premium EV 
category in India with a 
fleet of 10,000 cars. At 
the time, the company 
had said that it was in the 
final stages of rolling out 
the pilot in the new cat-
egory and that its new of 
cars would be operated 
by the top-rated drivers 
and come with benefits 
such as 100 percent ride 
assurance post allocation 
of the cab, zero cancel-
lations, and 100 per-
cent cashless payments 
among other things. As 
far as Ola Electric’s fu-
ture plans are concerned, 
the Ola Electric founder 
has already revealed 

that the company plans 
to launch a mass-market 
scooter, a mass-market 
motorcycle and a host 
of premium electric mo-
torcycles in 2023. “In 
2023 and 2024, we will 
launch many more 2W 
EV products – a mass 
market scooter, a mass 
market motorcycle, and 
multiple premium mo-
torcycles (sports, cruis-
ers, adventure and road 
bikes),” Aggarwal had 
written in the blog post 
last month. In addition 
to this, he said that Ola 
will be launching its first 
electric car, which he 
teased earlier last year, 
in 2024. “Our first car 
will launch in 2024 and 
by 2027 we will have 6 
different products in the 
market,” the Ola Electric 
founder added.

Twitter cuts staff overseeing 
global content moderation

Twitter Inc made further 
staff cuts in the trust and 
safety team handling global 
content moderation and, 
in the unit, related to hate 
speech and harassment, 
Bloomberg news reported 
on Saturday. Also Read - 
Elon Musk unveils new 
Twitter user interface, long 
form tweets will come in 
early February At least a 
dozen more cuts on Fri-
day night affected workers 
in the company’s Dublin 
and Singapore offices, the 
report said, citing people 

familiar with the matter. 
Also Read - Twitter an-
nounces to lift political ads 
ban soon Those laid off at 
the social media platform 
owned by Elon Musk in-
clude Nur Azhar Bin Ayob, 
a relatively recent hire as 
head of site integrity for 
the Asia-Pacific region, 
and Analuisa Dominguez, 
Twitter’s senior director of 
revenue policy, Bloomberg 
reported. Also Read - Noth-
ing CEO Carl Pei shares 
his predictions for 2023: 
Here’s what he has to say 

Workers on teams handling 
policy on misinformation, 
global appeals and state 
media on the platform were 
also eliminated, the report 
added. Twitter’s vice presi-
dent of trust and safety, Ella 
Irwin, confirmed to Reuters 
that Twitter made some cuts 
in the trust and safety team 
on Friday night but did not 
give details. “We have thou-
sands of people within Trust 
and Safety who work con-
tent moderation and have 
not made cuts to the teams 
that do that work daily,” 
she said via email. Some 
of the cuts, she added, were 
in areas that lacked suffi-
cient volume going forward 
or where it made sense to 
consolidate. Twitter laid 
off roughly 3,700 employ-
ees in early November in 
a cost-cutting measure by 
Musk, and hundreds more 
subsequently resigned. The 
company was also hit with 
a lawsuit last month that 
claimed the social media 
company disproportionate-
ly targeted female employ-
ees in layoffs.

Google Calls CCI Fine Over Mobile App 
Distribution ‘Unfair Imposition’

Tech giant Google on Fri-
day submitted before the 
NCLAT that there was 
“unfair imposition” by 
the competition watch-
dog CCI over its mobile 
app distribution agree-
ment with device mak-
ers as it does not restrict 
from installing other 
apps, including that of 
rivals. A two-member 
NCLAT bench headed 
by Chairperson Justice 
Ashok Bhushan on Fri-
day said it will start day-
to-day hearing of the 
matter from February 23, 
the next date of hearing. 
Google while arguing its 
matter before the Nation-
al Company Law Appel-
late Tribunal (NCLAT) 
said that the placement 
of its apps on devices 
through pre-installation 
under MADA (Mobile 
Application Distribution 
Agreement) is not “un-
fair” as there is no restric-
tion from installing other 
apps and enough space is 

available for them. The 
appellate tribunal was 
hearing a plea filed by 
Google against Rs. 1,337 
crore penalty imposed 
by the fair trade regula-
tor CCI for abusing its 
dominant position in re-
lation to Android mobile 
devices. Under MADA, 
OEMs (original equip-
ment manufacturers) are 
required to have Google 

Mobile Suite (GMS) 
while installing the An-
droid OS of Google. This 
cannot be uninstalled. 
Senior Advocate Arun 
Kathpalia, represent-
ing the global IT ma-
jor said its apps, which 
are merely pre-installed 
“does not translate into 
dominance”. There is no 
embargo on pre-instal-
lation on other apps and 

Android users can down-
load apps like WhatsApp, 
Instagram, Twitter from 
its Play Store as per their 
choice. In 2021, 26 bil-
lion downloads of apps 
were recorded. More-
over, contrary to this, 
OEMs are also happy 
with GMS as they said 
these apps make their 
products more sellable, 
Kathpalia added. “Where 
is the harm to the OEM 
and users in this?,” he 
said adding CCI’s order 
reflects “unfairness”. It is 
not charging any royalty 
and is ensuring a healthy 
ecosystem, said Kath-
palia. He further said 
Google does not has a 
closed system like Apple. 
“There is huge competi-
tion within the Android 
ecosystem,” he added. 
On October 20 last year, 
CCI slapped a penalty 
of Rs. 1,337.76 crore on 
Google for anti-compet-
itive practices in rela-
tion to Android mobile 

devices. In the October 
ruling, CCI had also or-
dered the internet major 
to cease and desist from 
various unfair business 
practices. NCLAT, an ap-
pellate authority over the 
orders passed by CCI, 
had started its hearing 
in the Android matter on 
February 15, following a 
direction of the Supreme 
Court. The apex court 
had directed NCLAT 
to decide the appeal by 
March 31. Earlier, a sep-
arate bench of NCLAT 
had on January 4 issued 
notice over Google’s 
plea.directing it to pay 10 
percent of the Rs. 1,337 
crore penalty imposed by 
the CCI. It had declined 
to stay the CCI order and 
put the matter for a final 
hearing on April 3, 2023. 
This was challenged by 
Google before the Su-
preme Court, which also 
declined to stay the CCI 
order but directed the 
NCLAT.
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Raj Kapoor’s Bungalow Acquired by Godrej Properties to 
Turn Into a Premium Residential Project

New Delhi: Leading real 
estate developer Godrej 
Properties on Friday an-
nounced that it has ac-
quired Raj Kapoor`s 
bungalow in Chembur 
to develop a premium 
residential project. The 
site is located at Deonar 
Farm Road, Chembur, 
Mumbai, adjacent to 
Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences (TISS) and 
considered to be one of 
the most premium resi-
dential neighbourhoods 
of Chembur, the devel-
oper said, adding that the 
land was purchased from 
the Kapoor family, legal 
heirs of Raj Kapoor - In-
dian actor, film director, 
and producer. In May 
2019, Godrej Proper-
ties acquired RK Studios 

in Chembur, Mumbai, 
from the Kapoor family, 
to develop a premium 
mixed-use project, Go-
drej RKS. The project is 
expected to be delivered 
in 2023.Gaurav Pandey, 
Managing Director and 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Godrej Properties, said, 
“We are pleased to add 
this iconic project to our 
portfolio and are grate-

ful to the Kapoor family 
for entrusting us with this 
opportunity. The demand 
for premium develop-
ments has been strong 
over the past few years. 
He said this project 
would allow the compa-
ny to further strengthen 
its presence in Chembur. 
“We will aim to build an 
outstanding residential 
community that creates 

long-term value for its 
residents and celebrates 
the legacy of the site,” 
Pandey said.Randhir Ka-
poor, actor, said, “This 
residential property in 
Chembur has been of 
great emotional and his-
torical significance to our 
family. We are happy to 
once again associate with 
Godrej Properties to take 
forward this rich legacy 

for the next phase of de-
velopment for this loca-
tion. “According to the 
real estate firm, Chembur 
is an established residen-
tial location with good 
infrastructure consisting 
of healthcare centres, 
educational institutions, 
entertainment & recre-
ational centres along with 
commercial and retail 
outlets in close proximi-
ty. Godrej Properties also 
said the site is in proxim-
ity to the Eastern Express 
Highway and Eastern 
Freeway, providing good 
connectivity to Bandra 
Kurla Complex, Central 
and Western suburbs of 
Mumbai, South Mumbai, 
Thane and Navi Mumbai 
via Sion-Panvel highway.

Apple CEO Tim Cook takes 
40% pay cut for FY 2023

Apple Inc Chief Executive 
Tim Cook’s pay package 
for the fiscal 2023 year is 
expected to be smaller than 
last year and depend more 
on how well the iPhone 
maker’s shares perform 
relative to market peers, 
regulatory filings showed. 
Cook’s compensation for 
the fiscal 2022 year ended 
September was $99.4 mil-
lion, slightly higher than the 
$98.7 million he received 
the previous year, the com-
pany said in securities fil-
ings. For 2023, Cook’s 
compensation target was set 
at $49 million, more than 
40% lower than his 2022 
pay. Apple made the chang-
es after 64% of shareholders 
approved Cook’s pay pack-
age at its annual meeting 
last year, down from 94.9% 
the previous year. The big-

gest change came in Cook’s 
stock awards. For fiscal 
2022, Apple granted him 
$75 million in stock awards, 
half of which were based on 
how well Apple’s shares 
performed. For fiscal 2023, 
Cook’s stock award target 

was reduced to $40 million, 
with $30 million of the total 
depending on share perfor-
mance. If Apple’s shares hit 
performance thresholds, the 
$30 million in performance 
awards could double to at 
least $60 million.

Here’s How Smallcaps Are Likely To 
Perform In 2023

Here’s How Smallcaps 
Are Likely To Perform 
In 2023 There were a 
few smallcaps which ral-
lied over 200% in 2022. 
(Representational) Re-
cently, we wrote about 
the penny stocks that ral-
lied more than 1,000% 
in 2022. While none of 
the smallcap stocks were 
able to deliver such huge 
gains, there were a few 
which rallied over 200%. 
Let’s take a look at the 
top performing smallcap 
stocks of 2022 and how 
they are set up for 2023. 
We will discuss how 
these stocks performed 
over the last few quar-
ters and identify the core 
opportunities that exist 
for them going forward. 
#1 Cressanda Solutions 
(313%) In what was pos-
sibly one of the worst 
years for Indian IT stocks 
and tech stocks across the 
globe, this IT company 
managed to rise over 3x! 
Cressanda Solutions of-

fers a host of IT, digital 
media, and IT enabled 
services. It’s a software 
development company 
that provides middleware 
products, systems inte-
gration services, and be-
spoke software solutions. 
The company started 
the year 2022 at a share 
price of ₹ 6.47. On 30 
December 2022, i.e. the 
last trading day of 2022, 
the stock price closed at 
₹ 26.75. pb05aijg As is 
visible in the chart above, 
the real gains came post 
April 2022. This was af-
ter Cressanda forayed 
into the machine learn-
ing and artificial intelli-
gence (AI) space through 
an indirect route. In May 
2022, Cressanda acquired 
a 100% stake in Benga-
luru-based Lucida Tech-
nologies. Lucida is a dig-
ital technology company 
providing support servic-
es such as data analytics, 
AI and machine learn-
ing. Some of the gains 

might also be attributed 
to the company doubling 
profits in financial year 
2022 and reporting mind-
blowing numbers for the 
September 2022 quarter. 
After the massive surge 
in 2022, foreign inves-
tors have taken interest 
in the company and have 
take a minor stake in the 
September 2022 quarter. 
Going forward, the com-
pany is likely to report a 
massive jump in its FY23 
profits as suggested from 
the quarter numbers. So, 
it might be placed bet-
ter for the time being. 
#2 Choice International 
(294%) Second on the 
list is a holding company. 
Choice International of-
fers services in the areas 
of project financing, as-
sisting in raising funds 
by equity or debt routes, 
debt structuring, private 
equity, acquisitions, long 
term strategic planning, 
turnaround and structur-
ing and joint ventures, di-
vestitures and takeovers. 
The company started the 
year 2022 at a share price 
of ₹ 63.42. On 30 De-
cember 2022, the stock 
price closed at ₹ 249.70. 
ecuce6e As can be seen 
from the chart above, the 
company has had a stel-
lar 2022, rising gradually 
every month. The rally 
started when the com-
pany announced rights 
issue in early 2022 at a 
price of ₹ 51 per share.

George Soros Says Turmoil at Adani Group may 
‘Weaken’ Narendra Modi Govt

New Delhi: Billionaire 
philanthropist George 
Soros believes the tur-
moil at Gautam Adani’s 
business empire may 
weaken Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s hold on 
the government - a state-
ment which was strongly 
countered by BJP as 
an attack on Indian de-
mocracy. Adani group 
has been under severe 
pressure since the US 
short-seller Hindenburg 
Research on January 24, 
accused it of accounting 
fraud and stock manipu-
lation, allegations that 
the conglomerate has 
denied as “malicious”, 
“baseless” and a “calcu-
lated attack on India”. 
While listed companies 
of the group lost over 
USD 125 billion in mar-
ket value in three weeks, 
opposition parties inside 
and outside Parliament 
attacked the BJP govern-
ment for the meteoric 
rise of the ports-to-ener-
gy conglomerate. Stocks 
of most group firms have 
risen in the last couple of 
days. Soros, in a speech 
at the Munich Security 
Conference on Thursday, 
said Modi would “have 
to answer questions” 
from foreign investors 
and Parliament on allega-
tions the Adani group is 
facing. His speech drew 
sharp reactions. Ruling 
BJP said Soros was not 
only targeting the Prime 

Minister but also the 
Indian democratic sys-
tem. This war is being 
mounted against India 
and what stands between 
the war and India’s inter-
ests is Modi, BJP lead-
er and Union minister 
Smriti Irani told report-
ers. “Everyone should 
condemn his remarks in 
one voice”. She alleged 
that Soros wants to de-
stroy Indian democracy 
and wanted some “hand-
picked” people to run the 
government here. He has 
created a fund of over 
USD one billion to inter-
vene in democratic sys-
tems, including in India, 
she claimed. Soros in his 
speech said the turmoil at 
Adani may open the door 
to a democratic revival 
in the country. His near 
42-minute speech oscil-
lated between climate 
change, Russia-Ukraine 
war, rumbling in the US, 
Turkey disaster and fail-
ures in China. “Modi 
and business tycoon Ad-

ani are close allies; their 
fate is intertwined,” he 
claimed. “Adani is ac-
cused of stock manipu-
lation and his stock col-
lapsed like a house of 
cards. Modi is silent on 
the subject, but he will 
have to answer questions 
from foreign investors 
and in Parliament.” He 
did not offer any evi-
dence for his claim. “This 
will significantly weaken 
Modi’s stranglehold on 
India’s federal govern-
ment and open the door 
to push for much needed 
institutional reforms,” he 
said. “I may be native, 
but I expect a democrat-
ic revival in India.” His 
comments drew sharp 
reaction from the ruling 
establishment. Kanchan 
Gupta, senior adviser to 
the Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting, 
said the faces behind 
repeated regime change 
stands exposed. “Face 
behind repeated ‘regime 
change’ attempts in In-

dia with collaborators 
paid by The Open Soci-
ety Foundations stands 
exposed. India’s enemies 
are many: George Soros 
leads the pack. Democ-
racy in India is strong, 
resilient. 2024 is not 
too far away and Soros 
will eat crow again,” he 
tweeted, attaching news 
of Soros’ comments. 
Gupta went on to state 
that the Munich Security 
Conference (MSS) was 
a platform for discuss-
ing global security chal-
lenges and seeking paths 
to peace and stability, 
not conflict. ‘Designated 
Economic War Crimi-
nal...’: BJP Hits Back at 
George Soros for trying 
to ‘Break Indian De-
mocracy’ “Soros being 
given a platform to share 
his subversive ‘regime 
change’ agenda to under-
mine India tells a differ-
ent story about MSS,” he 
said. The 92-year-old in-
vestor started his speech 
at the conference talking 
of understanding the cur-
rent state of affairs and 
finding a way to distin-
guish what is important 
from what is less so. “Let 
me start with a bold as-
sertion. While two sys-
tems of governance are 
engaged in a fight for 
global domination, our 
civilization is in danger 
of collapsing because of 
the inexorable advance 
of climate change. “This 

is a very succinct state-
ment, but I believe it 
provides an accurate 
summary of the current 
state of affairs,” he said, 
devoting a good deal of 
his speech on climate 
change. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Uni-
versity This benefit pro-
vides Indian citizens with 
a chance to earn addition-
al income. Homeowner-
home He then stated that 
as the founder of Open 
Society Foundation, he 
considers open societ-
ies “morally superior” to 
closed ones. At this point, 
he talks of repressive 
states and distinguishes 
between open and closed 
societies. “India is an in-
teresting case. It’s a de-
mocracy, but its leader 
Narendra Modi is no 
democrat,” he claimed. 
Modi, he said, maintains 
close relations with both 
open and closed societ-
ies. “India is a member 
of the Quad (which also 
includes Australia, the 
US, and Japan), but it 
buys a lot of Russian oil 
at a steep discount and 
makes a lot of money on 
it,” he said before turning 
to Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
of Turkey. “Erdogan has 
much in common with 
Modi,” he said. “But, 
while Modi seemed to be 
firmly in the saddle until 
recently, 

CCPA issues notice to Amazon, Flipkart, and 
Snapdeal for THIS reason

Qatar Pulls Down Ban on Frozen Sea-
food From India

New Delhi: Qatar has 
lifted its temporary ban 
on the import of frozen 
seafood from India, a 
move which would help 
increase exports of the 
product, the commerce 
ministry said on Friday. 
The ban was imposed in 
November last year, just 
ahead of the FIFA World 
Cup following alleged 
detection of Vibrio chol-
era from a few consign-
ments from India. The 
Qatari authorities had in-
formed India that the ban 
was temporary and ow-
ing to lack of sufficient 
testing laboratories in 
their country in the run-
up to the football event, 
it said. The Department 
of Commerce along with 
the embassy of India in 
Qatar had since been 
making constant efforts 

to resolve the issue, it 
said. A rally of discus-
sions with Qatar’s Minis-
try of Public Health had 
been taken, leading to the 
February 16 notification 
lifting the ban on frozen 
seafood. However, re-
strictions continue on the 
export of chilled seafood, 
it added. “This week is 
proving to be very good 
for the seafood exporters 
in India, considering a 
similar lift in the suspen-
sion by China. We hope 
that the restrictions by 
Qatar on the chilled sea-

food will also be cleared 
soon after a reassessment 
of the situation,” Marine 
Products Export Devel-
opment
 Authority (MPEDA) 
Chairman D V Swami 
said. On February 14, 
Beijing had lifted sus-
pension of 99 Indian sea-
food-processing export-
ers after acknowledging 
India’s assurance over 
source control. MPEDA 
along with other agencies 
had played a crucial role 
in withdrawing of Bei-
jing’s suspension.

New Delhi: The Central 
Consumer Protection Au-
thority (CCPA) on Thurs-
day issued notifications 
to e-commerce behe-
moths Flipkart, Amazon, 
Snapdeal, and others for 
allegedly selling toys on 
its platform without the 
BIS quality certification. 
The Center had previous-
ly reported on Wednes-
day the seizure of 18,600 
toys from major retailers, 
including Hamleys and 
Archies, at airports and 
shopping centres around 
the nation in the previous 
month. This was due to 
the lack of the BIS qual-
ity label on their prod-
ucts. (Also Read: FD in-
terest rates 2023: THESE 
banks hikes fixed deposit 
rates in new year; Check 

calculator along with oth-
er details Since January 
2021, the government has 
required toys to adhere to 
safety standards estab-

lished by the Bureau of 
Indian Standards (BIS), a 
national standard-setting 
organisation. The Central 
Consumer Protection Au-

thority (CCPA) on Thurs-
day issued notifications 
to e-commerce behe-
moths Flipkart, Amazon, 
Snapdeal, and others for 
allegedly selling toys on 
its platform without the 
BIS quality certification. 
(Also Read: Pensioner’s 
ALERT! THESE em-
ployees will get bonus 
pension; Check details 
inside) The Center had 
previously reported on 
Wednesday the seizure of 
18,600 toys from major 
retailers, including Ham-
leys and Archies, at air-
ports and shopping cen-
tres around the nation in 
the previous month. This 
was due to the lack of the 
BIS quality label on their 
products. Since January 
2021, the government has 

required toys to adhere to 
safety standards estab-
lished by the Bureau of 
Indian Standards (BIS), a 
national standard-setting 
organisation. Last year 
in July, the CCPA, step-
ping up its vigil on e-
commerce platforms fol-
lowing a spurt in unfair 
trade practices, had sent 
notices to 5 e-commerce 
players for selling haz-
ardous products on their 
platform. The notices 
were sent to e-commerce 
major Amazon, Flipkart, 
ShopClues, Paytm Mall 
and Snapdeal. Apart from 
the e-commerce players, 
the authority has also is-
sued ten notices to sell-
ers who were found to be 
selling these hazardous 
goods.
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Manchester City coach Pep Guardiola wants 
‘star players’ to raise their performance

Pep Guardiola has called 
on Jack Grealish and 
Kevin De Bruyne to raise 
their performances to 
new heights as Manches-
ter City fight to retain the 
Premier League title. Gre-
alish and De Bruyne both 
scored in Wednesday’s 
vital 3-1 win at Arsenal 
as City moved above the 
Gunners into first place 
on goal difference. But, 
with no margin for error 
in their bid to hold off 
Arsenal, Guardiola be-
lieves England forward 
Grealish and Belgium 
midfielder De Bruyne 
have even more to give. 
Grealish has excelled for 
City since the World Cup 
break, producing his best 
run of form after a dif-
ficult time since joining 
from Aston Villa in 2021. 
“Obviously he’s playing 
really good. I’m not talk-
ing about the decision-
making, but more about 
his ambition and aggres-
sion to point to the op-
ponent, to attack the back 

line,” Guardiola told re-
porters on Friday. “The 
quality was always there 
but his commitment to 
take risks and make im-
portant decisions, makes 
the difference. But he has 
to continue.” Read More: 
Man admits assaulting 
Arsenal goalkeeper Aar-
on Ramsdale during Lon-
don derby De Bruyne has 
found it harder to deliver 
his usual masterful dis-
play this term, with his 
goal at Arsenal only the 
fourth time he has scored 
in the current campaign. 
Guardiola is encouraged 
by De Bruyne’s recent 
efforts however, saying: 

“Kevin is playing really 
good, too. It’s like Jack, 
I’m so pleased for every-
one, but I want more. “I 
had the feeling Kevin can 
do more, and Jack can do 
more. They can do better. 
“We have tough, aggres-
sive opponents (to play). 
We need the players who 
have the feeling we can 
do better.” Also Read: 
Three-time UCL win-
ning manager Zinedine 
Zidane hints at football 
comeback Although City 
have overhauled Arsenal 
to take pole position in 
the title race, Guardiola 
believes Mikel Arteta’s 
men are still favourites. 

City have the momentum 
after trailing Arsenal by 
eight points last month, 
but Guardiola pointed 
to the Gunners’ game in 
hand as a key factor. “Ar-
senal still have a game 
in hand, so nothing has 
changed much,” Guar-
diola said ahead of Satur-
day’s trip to Nottingham 
Forest. “When you are a 
lot of points in front or a 
lot of points behind, yes 
there is a big difference, 
but we are tight. “Mo-
mentum is when you win 
10 games in a row and it 
didn’t happen this sea-
son. We lost three games 
ago in London against 
Tottenham.” Beating Ar-
senal was a statement of 
intent from City as they 
chase a fifth English title 
in six seasons. But Guar-
diola was just relieved to 
see City show they are 
still hungry for silver-
ware after so much suc-
cess in recent years. 

WWE: Gunther, aka, The Ring General makes 
history as Intercontinental champion

WWE superstar Gunther, 
better known as The Ring 
General, has created his-
tory as he is now the 
longest reigning Inter-
continental Champion of 
the 21st century. Corey 
Graves informed about 
the feat on this week’s 
After the Bell podcast 
and said that Gunther is 
now the longest-reigning 
IC champion with 251 
days on the top spot. 
The Ring General was 
equally happy about his 
feat which, according to 
him, restored the prestige 
of the title. He also felt 
that there is long way to 
go before his reign as the 
IC title winner came to 
an end. The IC title is one 
of the marquee titles in 
the world of WWE. Also 
read: What is Dwayne 
‘The Rock’ Johnson’s 
daughter Ava Raine’s 
new WWE name? Find 
out “I mean, I’m not done 
yet. I’m just focused on 
whatever’s next. Obvi-

ously all of that, the num-
bers have been around 
recently and stuff. That’s 
like a win underneath the 
wins, like a little bit of 
extra motivation if that 
makes sense. And yeah, 
I think it’s a great ac-
complishment so far. I’m 
very grateful for that. The 
Intercontinental Champi-
onship is definitely one 
of the most prestigious 
titles in WWE and just to 
put my own stamp in the 
history, yeah it’s very re-

warding,” said The Ring 
General on his historic 
feat. Read More: ‘Have 
to come in with....’: Cody 
Rhodes shares how he 
aims to dethrone Roman 
Reigns at WrestleMania 
39 Meanwhile, Madcap 
Moss, in shock to the 
wrestling fans last week, 
defeated the likes of Kar-
rion Kross,, Rey Myste-
rio, and Santos Escobar 
in a a Fatal Four-Way 
match to become the top 
contender for the Inter-

continental Title. Moss, 
on Friday night, will now 
have the most important 
opportunity of his career 
with a chance to win the 
IC title against the Ring 
General in a one-on-one 
bout. The odds, however, 
are not in the favour of 
the rookie as Gunther, so 
far, has defeated every 
single one of the chal-
lengers put in front of 
him for the title.

Meet Nilam Xess, Indian hockey 
player, son of small-time farmers

Nilam Xess, who will be 
playing his first hockey 
World Cup in his home-
town Rourkela, is the 
hero over there. The In-
dian defender has seen 
tough days and will now 
don the national jersey to 
help India win their first 
World Cup since 1975. 
His parents are small-
time farmers, growing 
potato and cauliflower 
in their field. Xess feels 
embarrassed to tell his 
story as he feels he 
comes from a very poor 
background. Not to for-
get, that he has spent 19 
years of life at his house 
in village Kadobahal 
without electricity. This 
village on the outskirts of 
Rourkela, one of the two 
host cities in this World 
Cup, had no electricity. 
The power has come to 
this village only in 2017. 
Forget about playing for 
India, Xess did not even 
know anything about the 
past players from the city 
like Michael Kindo, Dil-
ip Tirkey, Lazarus Barla. 
Also Read | ‘Will BURN 
the field if India come to 
play here’, why Pakistan 
LOST hosting rights of 

first hockey World Cup 
in 1971 by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Click here to see 
new Investment opportu-
nities for Indians. Hoxton 
Capital Learn to Build a 
Messaging App - Free 
Live Masterclass Scaler 
Academy “Current bhi 
nahi tha (There was no 
electricity even). Forget 
the world, I didn’t even 
know what was happen-
ing in Rourkela,” Xess 
told Indian Express. Bi-
pin, his father, said, “We 
aren’t saying there was 
a power cut… there was 
absolutely no electricity. 
We only started getting 
power supply in 2017. 
Until then, we lived in 
complete darkness.” The 
situation was so bad at 
home that Xess’ family 
had to make oil lamps 
called dibhris in hindi 

by using small contain-
ers. Even when Xess 
played hockey when he 
studied, he did it as a 
recreational activity and 
out of fun. He was never 
serious about hockey and 
wanted a good job in the 
city. But life changed in 
2010 when Xess was 
picked for a sports hostel 
in Sundergarh and there 
he realised that he could 
make money by playing 
hockey. “That’s when 
I got to know you can 
make money by playing 
hockey. Izzat milti hai 
(You earn respect). So I 
worked hard to become 
a player. And then, when 
I saw the London Olym-
pics in 2012, I set myself 
a goal — to play for In-
dia,” said Xess.

It’s official! Bids put in for Manchester United 
by Qatari banker and British billionaire

After much hullabaloo, a 
formal bid has been sub-
mitted for the takeover 
of Manchester United. 
Sheikh Jassim bin Ha-
mad Al Thani, the chair-
man of one of Qatar’s 
biggest banks as well 
as British billionaire Sir 
Jim Ratcliffe on Friday 
confirmed the decision. 
The former released a 

statement where he sug-
gested that a 100 per cent 
takeover of the English 
clubs was on the cards. 
“Sheikh Jassim Bin Ha-
mad Al Thani today con-
firmed his submission of 
a bid for 100 per cent of 
Manchester United Foot-
ball Club,” read the state-
ment released. Al Thani 
added that putting in the 

bid was an attempt to 
steer the club to its ‘for-
mer glories’ both on and 
off the pitch. Explaining 
how he will be changing 
the footballing landscape 
of one of the biggest 
clubs in the world, the 
statement read: “The bid 
will be completely debt 
free via Sheikh Jassim’s 
Nine Two Foundation, 

which will look to invest 
in the football teams, the 
training centre, the stadi-
um and wider infrastruc-
ture, the fan experience 
and the communities 
the Club supports.” × Al 
Thani is said to be a life-
long United supporter. 
His father Hamad bin 
Jassim bin Jabar Al Thani 
served as Qatar’s prime 
minister between 2007-
2013. He is a known fig-
ure in footballing circles 
due to Qatar’s ownership 
of Ligue 1 giants Paris 
Saint-Germain. WATCH 
| Qatari group prepar-
ing Manchester United 
takeover × As for Sir Jim 
Ratcliffe, the billionaire 
on previous occasions 
has confirmed that he 
has been in talks with the 
United board regarding a 
succession plan. Along-
side Al Thani, he sub-
mitted a formal bid just 
before the 10 PM dead-
line on Friday. Currently, 
the Glazers family own 
Manchester United since 
2005 but the fans have 

been adamant to force 
them out, primarily for 
not doing enough for the 
club. Succumbing to the 
pressure, the American 
group in November last 
year shared their inter-
est in seeking outside in-
vestment in the club. The 
Glazers peg the club at 
$7.2 billion but the indus-
try experts, as per ESPN, 
believe that the realistic 
price tag is around $5.4 
billion. Notably, United 
is not the only club in 
the ‘Big-six’ that might 
be sold in the upcoming 
months. Rumours have 
been swirling around the 
potential sale of United’s 
arch-rival Liverpool to 
Qatar-based businesses 
too. Similarly, Totten-
ham Hotspurs could be 
in for a takeover attempt 
from another gulf coun-
try. Currently, Manches-
ter City and Newcastle 
United are the two clubs 
in Premier League han-
dled by entities from the 
region.

Temba Bavuma named South Africa test 
captain in a shake-up

Middle-order batsman 
Temba Bavuma has been 
named as the new captain 
of the South African test 
team for the two-match 
series against West In-
dies, but has relinquished 
leadership of the T20 
side, officials confirmed 
on Friday. Bavuma has 
replaced Dean Elgar as 
skipper in the longest 
format, though the latter 
remains part of a much-
changed squad. South 
Africa’s director of
 cricket Enoch Nkwe has 
also released convenor 

of selectors Victor Mpit-
sang from his duties, 
with more power given 
to new test coach Shukri 
Conrad to pick the side. 
The test squad contains 
three uncapped players -- 
batsman Tony de Zorzi, 
fast bowler Gerald Coe-
tzee and left-arm spin-
ner Senuran Muthusamy. 
The batting line-up has 
been bolstered by the re-
turn of Keegan Petersen 
from injury, and recalls 
for Aiden Markram and 
Ryan Rickelton. Hein-
rich Klaasen will play 

as a wicketkeeper-bats-
man. Also Read: Ind vs 
Aus, 2nd Test: Ravindra 
Jadeja fastest Indian to 
reach 250 wickets and 
2,500 runs in Test cricket 
“We believe we have se-
lected the strongest pos-
sible group for this series 
against a strong West In-
dies team who are com-
ing here fresh from beat-
ing Zimbabwe,” Conrad 
said in a media release. 
“We are pleased to see 
the likes of Keegan Pe-
tersen fit again and ready 
to play after his injury. 
He will add some much-
needed stability to the 
batting, which has also 
been strengthened by the 
return of Aiden Markram 
and the maiden call-up 
of Tony de Zorzi.” Read 
More: IPL schedule 2023 
out: Check fixture, date, 
time, venue, live stream-
ing details, squads- All 
you need to know Play-
ers dropped include bats-

men Sarel Erwee and 
Rassie van der Dussen, 
while Theunis de Bruyn 
announced his retirement 
from international crick-
et this week. The series 
against the West Indies 
starts in Pretoria on Feb. 
28 and the tour will also 
contain three one-day 
internationals and three 
T20 games. Bavuma will 
remain 50-over captain 
but his successor in the 
shortest form of the game 
has yet to be announced. 
The South African white 
ball sides are also led by 
a new coach, 
Rob Walter. Test squad: 
Temba Bavuma (cap-
tain), Gerald Coetzee, 
Tony de Zorzi, Dean 
Elgar, Simon Harmer, 
Marco Jansen, Heinrich 
Klaasen, Keshav Maha-
raj, Aiden Markram, Wi-
aan Mulder, Senuran Mu-
thusamy, Anrich Nortje, 
Keegan Petersen, Kagiso 
Rabada, Ryan Rickelton.

NFL: Super Bowl LVII winner Travis Kelce to 
host ‘Saturday Night Live’ on March 4

Super Bowl LVII might 
be done & dusted but the 
Kansas City Chiefs, winner 
of the championship show-
down, are still living the 
dream with parades and trip 
to Disneyland by Chiefs 
QB Patrick Mahomes. Tra-
vis Kelce has now joined 
the list of players showered 
with affection as the Chiefs 
Tight End announced that 
he’ll be guest hosting the 
iconic NBC show ‘Satur-
day Night Live’ on March 
4. Kelce was on ‘The To-
night Show starring Jimmy 
Fallon’ when he made the 
announcement. The musi-
cal guest on the show dur-
ing Kelce’s episode will be 
country singer Kelsea Bal-
lerini. Well, it clearly does 
get better than winning a 
Super Bowl, at least for 
Travis Kelce! Also Read: 
Damar Hamlin jacket con-
troversy: The NFL star is-
sues apology after allegedly 
committing blasphemous 

act “I was a huge like Far-
ley, Ferrell, Fallon kind of 
guy growing up,’’ the two-
time Super Bowl winner 
said. “And I used to watch 
‘Saturday Night Live’ with 
my mother. It’s an absolute 
honor and a privilege to be 
hosting ‘SNL’ March 4th. I 
am so nervous for that, oh 
my gosh,” he added. Here’s 
the tweet with the bit when 
Kelce made the big an-
nouncement on The Tonight 
Show: .@tkelce announces 
that he will be hosting @
nbcsnl with musical guest 
@KelseaBallerini on 
March 4th! #FallonTonight 
pic.twitter.com/PeeEM-
c7ASw — The Tonight 
Show (@FallonTonight) 
February 17, 2023 × While 
Travis Kelce is all happy 
and jumpy after winning 
the Super Bowl, his brother 
Jason, who also played in 
the game but ended up on 
losing side - the Philadel-
phia Eagles, got emotional 

about the eventful week. 
Speaking on Kelce broth-
ers’ popular podcast New 
Heights, the Eagles centre 
talked about his future and 
said that he’s exhausted as 
of now but will be answer-
ing the question soon about 
playing next season. Read 
More: College Basketball: 
MSU coach Tom Izzo says 
team wants ‘to get back on 
the floor’ after shooting in-
cident “Man, I can’t answer 
that right now. No chance,” 
35-year-old Jason said dur-
ing the podcast. “We’ll an-

swer that soon enough, I 
guess. I don’t know the an-
swer to that right now. So I 
can’t answer it,” said Jason. 
“I do know it was a lot of 
fun this year. I had an amaz-
ing team and time doing 
this show with my brother, 
so we’ll see. I’m gonna let 
the batteries recharge. I’m 
exhausted, man. It’s a long 
season, mentally, physical-
ly, emotionally drained, and 
I’m gonna let all that kinda 
recover before we decide 
on that,” he added
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Rihanna’s Reply To Troll Who Commented 
On Her Post With Baby Son

New Delhi: Just a few 
days after her Super Bowl 
Halftime Show perfor-
mance almost broke the 
Internet, pop sensation 
Rihanna navigated her 
way back to the list of 
trends. Why, you ask? 

Well, the singer recently 
featured on the cover 
of British Vogue and it 
wasn’t just any shoot. 
The shoot features Ri-
hanna with her baby son. 
Another shot features 
Rihanna with her part-

ner, rapper A$AP Rocky, 
with whom she is expect-
ing her second child. The 
singer shared an adorable 
picture with her baby son 
and she wrote in the cap-
tion: “My son so fine! Idc 
idc idc! How crazy both 

of my babies were in 
these photos and mom-
my had no clue. Thank 
you so much Edward 
Eninful (Editor-in-Chief 
of British Vogue) and 
Inezand Vinoodh (the 
photographer) for cel-
ebrating us as a family.” 
In the comments section 
of her post, however, an 
Instagram user attempt-
ed to troll Rihanna and 
criticised her for calling 
her baby “fine.” The In-
stagram user wrote: “Riri 
IK you did not just say 
fine.” Rihanna’s reply: 
“AF.” IYKYK. See Ri-
hanna’s post featuring 
her baby boy for British 
Vogue: Rihanna featured 
in headlines earlier this 
week. She performed 
her iconic tracks Where 
Have You Been, Dia-
monds, We Found Love, 
Umbrella and Run This 
Town at the Super Bowl 
Halftime Show. The 
singer also revealed 

that she is expecting her 
second baby during the 
show. Here’s a glimpse 
of her performance: Ri-
hanna’s Sign Language 
Interpreter Is Going Vi-
ral. Here’s Why Rihan-
na’s Sign Language In-
terpreter Is Going Viral. 
Here’s Why Valentine’s 
Day Came Early For Us 
As Rihanna Reveals She 
Is ‘Red-y’ For Baby #2 
Valentine’s Day Came 
Early For Us As Rihanna 
Reveals She Is ‘Red-y’ 
For Baby #2 Rihanna, 
Pregnant Again, Shows 
Off Baby Bump At Super 
Bowl Halftime Show Ri-
hanna, Pregnant Again, 
Shows Off Baby Bump 
At Super Bowl Halftime 
Show Post a comment In 
terms of songs, Rihanna 
recorded music for the 
Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever soundtrack - Lift 
Me Up last year. Rihanna 
also runs a beauty brand 
and she also starred.

Ekta Kapoor to enter ‘Bigg Boss 16’ 
house to cast a new face for her film

Mumbai: TV czarina Ekta 
Kapoor has announced 
that she will be casting a 
new face for her upcom-
ing film and would enter 
the ‘Bigg Boss 16’ house 
to look for the cast. Ekta 
also bid adieu to Tejasswi 
Prakash, who had bagged 
Ekta’s ‘Naagin’ Season 
6 while she was in the 
Bigg Boss 15 house last 
season. As the show’s 
sixth season is wrapping 
up, Ekta penned an emo-
tional note for Tejasswi, 
whom she tagged as Nag-

ina. Ekta wrote, “Lots 
of love for this nagina! 
Found her in the bigg 
boss house n in throes 
of corona n high fever n 
cough forced @colors n 
Manisha that I wanted to 
cast her!” She is also ex-
cited to enter Bigg Boss 
16 house to cast a new 
face for an upcoming 
film. “Hopefully going to 
big boss for an exciting 
film announcement, let’s 
see who we find there this 
time #byebyyenagin.” In 
another video, sharing 

the promo of Naagin 6, 
she bid adieu to the show. 
‘Naagin 6’ is soon go-
ing to wrap up and Ekta 
wrote: “As we introduce 
a new folklore weekend 
show .Time to say bye 
to my favourite show n 
India’s biggest folklore 
franchise #naagin6 ! 
This season marked@d 
comback@n found its 
place right with season 
one n three! Thanku for 
all d love and now for the 
next .JAI MATA DI. P.s 
to the team party.

Shah Rukh Khan, Mouni Roy, Ekta Kapoor 
And Other Stars At Smriti Irani’s Daughter’s 

New Delhi: Union Min-
ister Smriti Irani’s daugh-
ter Shanelle married Ar-
jun Bhalla in Rajasthan 
earlier this month. A few 
days after the wedding of 
daughter Shanelle, Smriti 
Irani hosted a Mumbai 
reception, which was at-
tended by members of 
the film and television 
fraternity. The guest 
list included superstar 
Shah Rukh Khan, TV 
producer Ekta Kapoor, 
who backed the popular 
TV show Kyunkii...Saas 
Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi, of 
which Smriti Irani, a for-
mer actress, was a part. 
Ronit Roy and Mouni 
Roy, who co-starred with 
Smriti Irani in Kyunkii...
Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu 
Thi, also attended the 
event. Mouni Roy, who 
attended the reception 
with her husband Suraj 
Nambiar, posted pictures 
from the event. The al-
bum also features SRK in 
one of the shots. Sharing 
the pictures, Mouni Roy 
wrote: “Congratulations 

Shanelle and Arjun...
Wishing you both the 
happiest most meaning-
ful journey ahead. Love 
you di.” In the com-
ments section, Smriti 
Irani wrote: “See you 
soonest.” Ekta Kapoor, 
who attended the recep-
tion with her father and 
veteran actor Jeetendra, 
wrote this in her caption: 
“When your fav bahu is 
now a sassy saas! Con-
grats Shanelle Irani and 
Arjun on your wedding 
(no pic )! And proud par-
ents Smriti Irani and Zu-
bin Irani (don’t miss my 
handsome nephew Zohr 
Irani in this pic).” Smriti 
Irani’s Daughter Gets 
Married In Rajasthan 
Smriti Irani’s Daughter 
Gets Married In Rajas-
than Portuguese Code 
Cited In Cafe Row Amid 
Congress Attack On 
Smriti Irani Portuguese 
Code Cited In Cafe Row 
Amid Congress Attack 
On Smriti Irani “Apolo-
gise”: Smriti Irani To 
Congress Leaders In Le-

gal Notice On Bar Row 
“Apologise”: Smriti Irani 
To Congress Leaders In 
Legal Notice On Bar Row 
Smriti Irani’s Kyunkii...
Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu 
Thi co-star Ronit Roy 
also posted pictures from 
Shanelle Irani’s recep-
tion and he wrote in his 
caption: “Years of friend-

ship Smriti Irani, Ravi 
Kishan and the warmth 
and love keeps growing. 
Grateful. Congratula-
tions Shanelle Irani and 
Arjun. Wish you a bliss-
ful wedded life ahead. 
Thank you Zohr Irani for 
taking such good care of 
us. Lovely meeting you.” 
Post a comment Smriti 

Irani, before venturing 
into politics, famously 
starred in Ekta Kapoor’s 
Kyunkii...Saas Bhi Kab-
hi Bahu Thi in 2001. She 
is best-known for her 
character Tulsi Virani in 
the show and she also 
featured in shows such as 
Thodi Si Zameen Thoda 
Sa Aasmaan.

Shriya Saran’s Namaami Namaami Song 
From Period Actioner Kabzaa Out

NEW DELHI: Ever since 
the teaser of Under-
world Ka Kabzaa is out, 
it generated quite a stir 
amongst the audiences to 
watch this action-packed 
film. Keeping the inter-
est level at a peak, mak-
ers drop another song, 
Namaami Namaami from 
the most awaited film. 
‘Namaami Namaami’ is 
the introductory song of 
Shriya Saran in Under-
world Ka Kabzaa. Being 
a divine and piety song, 

it emphasises the culture 
of Amarapura province 
and how Shriya worships 
Nataraj (Shiva) with ‘Na-
maami Namaami’. Sung 
by Aishwarya Rangara-
jan, the song leaves you 
with love and affection 
towards lord Shiva. Lyr-
ics of Namaami Namaa-
mi are penned by Deepak 
Bharti and the music is 
directed by Ravi Basrur. 
Underworld Ka Kabzaa 
is a story about the Mafia 
World and the journey of 

Arkeshwara in the under-
world. The film features 
Shriya Saran, Upendra 
and Kiccha Sudeepa in 
pivotal roles and is all set 
to hit theatres on the 17th 
of March 2023 in Kanna-
da, Hindi, Tamil, Telugu 
and Malayalam. The film 
is produced by Anand 
Pandit Motion Pictures in 
association with Sri Sid-
deshwara Enterprise and 
Alankar Pandian and di-
rected by R. Chandru.

Mirzapur Actor Shahnawaz Pradhan Dies In Mumbai Akshay Kumar’s Cuttputlli by Pooja 
Entertainment tops ‘Most Streamed List’!

New Delhi: Results are 
out, Pooja Entertain-
ment’s psychological 
crime thriller Cuttputlli, 
starring Akshay Kumar 
and Rakul Preet Singh, 
has topped the list of the 
most viewed films of 
2022. Disney+ Hotstar 
leads the most streamed 
movies and series list 
for the year 2022, with 
Pooja Entertainment’s 
Cuttputlli ruling the pack 
with whopping 26.9 mil-
lion views, as per a report 
by media consulting firm 
Ormax. The film starring 
Sargun Mehta, Joshua 
LeClair, and Chand-

rachur Singh, struck a 
chord with the audience 
with its gripping narra-
tive, stellar background 
score and superlative per-
formances by the entire 
ensemble. Pooja Enter-
tainment’s movie played 
a pivotal role in Disney+ 
Hotstar leading the view-
ership of Hindi language 
OTT originals in India 
in 2022, according to 
a report by media con-
sulting firm Ormax. The 
platform streamed seven 
out of the top 15 most-
watched original shows 
and films, and Cuttputlli 
is leading the list. Mov-

ies such as A Thursday, 
Govinda Naam Mera, 
and Freddy along with 

Gehraiyaan on Amazon 
Prime Video, were close.

Mumbai: Shahnawaz 
Pradhan, best known for 
his appearance in Mirza-
pur and Raees, has died 
following a heart attack, 
actor Yashpal Sharma 
said. He was in his late 
50s. Shahnawaz Prad-

han complained of se-
vere chest pain, fell un-
conscious and suffered 
a heart attack during an 
award function in Mum-
bai on Friday evening. He 
was immediately rushed 
to Kokilaben Dhirubhai 

Ambani Hospital but the 
doctors couldn’t revive 
him. Yashpal Sharma, 
who was also present at 
the event, shared a note 
on Instagram detailing the 
incident. “Today I attend-
ed this program in Mum-
bai... Everything was go-
ing great... Hundreds of 
artists were present but 
shortly after receiving 
the award our beloved 
artist Shahnawaz had an 
attack... “The whole pro-
gram stopped with the 
help of the people and 
the doctor picked him up 
and took him to Kokila-
ben Hospital which was 
the closest but no one 
could save him and he 
passed away... May his 

soul rest in peace and 
courage to the family,” 
Yashpal Sharma wrote. 
Shahnawaz Pradhan has 
played character roles in 
films MS Dhoni: The Un-
told Story, Khuda Haaf-
iz, Raees and Phantom; 
web series The Family 
Man and Hostages, and 
TV show Krishna and 
24 among others. Rajesh 
Tailang, who worked 
with Pradhan in Prime 
Video series Mirzapur, 
paid tribute to the actor 
in a Twitter post. Actor 
Playing Hafiz Saeed in > 
Goes Underground Ac-
tor Playing Hafiz Saeed 
in Phantom Goes Un-
derground “Shahnawaz 
bhai.


