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Manish Sisodia Asks Delhi 
University To Cancel Interviews For 

Permanent Faculty

Delhi Demolition: Arvind 
Kejriwal Orders Tents, Food For 

Those Affected
Nirmala Sitharaman 

bid to cover up Centre

Owaisi Attacks BJP Over “Murder” Of Two Men In Haryana
Owaisi also alleged that the men were beaten up and burnt alive after being kidnapped from Rajasthan and taken to Haryana.

Delhi Feb 17: AIMIM presi-
dent Asaduddin Owaisi on 
Friday claimed that one of 
the members of the gang 
that allegedly abducted 
and killed two men from 
Rajasthan, is patronised 
by the BJP. Owaisi also al-
leged that the men were 
beaten up and burnt alive 
after being kidnapped 
from Rajasthan and taken 
to Haryana. Speaking to 
reporters here, the AIMIM 

chief said, one of the ac-
cused is a “blue eyed boy 
of the BJP government in 
Haryana.” Condemning the 
murder of Nasir and Junaid 
in the “strongest words”, he 
sought to know whether 
BJP and Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi would speak 
on the incident. The Hyder-
abad MP further said the 
deaths remind him of the 
ghastly killing of Australian 
missionary Graham Staines 

in Odisha two decades ago. 
He accused the Congress 
government in Rajasthan 
of failing to act swiftly in 
the matter. He dubbed the 
incident as ‘organised tar-
getted violence’ against 
Muslims in the country 
(vis-a-vis cow protection). 
Nasir (25) and Junaid alias 
Juna (35), both residents 
of Ghatmeeka village in 
Bharatpur district of Raj-
asthan, were allegedly ab-

ducted on Wednesday and 
their bodies were found 
inside a burnt car in Lo-
haru in Bhiwani on Thurs-
day morning. The families 
of the deceased alleged in 
their police complaint that 
the people who abducted 
the two men were from the 
Bajrang Dal. AIMIM presi-
dent Asaduddin Owaisi on 
Wednesday attacked the 
central government over 
the I-T department’s survey 

operation at BBC offices, 
saying when it suited the 
BJP during the Emergen-
cy period (1975-77) their 
leaders used to praise the 
foreign broadcaster. He 
stressed that the freedom 
of the press was very im-
portant for a functional de-
mocracy while concurring 
with the statement issued 
by the Editors Guild of In-
dia, condemning the raids. 

Victory of 
democracy: 
Delhi CM 
Arvind Kejriwal 
on SC ruling on 
mayoral poll

Delhi Feb 17: Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on 
Friday termed the Supreme 
Court’s order on mayoral 
poll a victory of democracy 
and claimed that it proves 
how the Lt Governor and 
the BJP were passing “il-
legal and unconstitutional 
orders”. The Supreme Court 
on Friday said the nomi-
nated members of the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) cannot vote in the 
mayoral election. “SC order 
victory of democracy. Many 
thanks to SC. Delhi will now 
get a mayor after two-and-
a-half months. It has been 
proved how the LG and the 
BJP together were passing 
illegal and unconstitutional 
orders in Delhi,” Kejriwal 
tweeted in Hindi. A bench 
comprising Chief Justice 
DY Chandrachud and Jus-
tices PS Narasimha and JB 
Pardiwala directed that the 
election of the Delhi mayor 
shall be conducted at the 
first MCD meet and once 
elected, the mayor shall 
preside over the deputy 
mayor’s election. The top 
court’s order came on a 
plea moved by the ruling 
Aam Aadmi Party’s (AAP) 
mayoral candidate, Shelly 
Oberoi, seeking early con-
duct of the election. The 
apex court had, on Febru-
ary 8, sought the responses 
of the Lieutenant Gover-
nor’s (LG) office, MCD’s 
pro-tem presiding officer 
Satya Sharma and others 
on Oberoi’s plea.

“Murder Of Democracy”
Uddhav Thackeray On Losing Shiv Sena Name, Symbol

Mumbai feb 17:  Former 
Maharashtra Chief Min-
ister Uddhav Thackeray 
launched a strong attack 
on his rival Eknath Shinde, 
calling him a “traitor who 
won’t change”, after the 
Election Commission today 
allowed Team Shinde to 
keep the Shiv Sena name 
and the party’s bow and 
arrow symbol. The Elec-
tion Commission’s decision 
comes nearly eight months 
after Mr Shinde, the current 
Chief Minister, revolted 
with over 40 Sena MLAs 
and wrested control of the 
party from Mr Thackeray’s 
alliance government with 

the Congress and the Na-
tionalist Congress Party. 
“They have stolen the Shiv 
Sena symbol. We will keep 
fighting and won’t lose 
hope. For now, let Shinde 
be happy with his theft. 
Once a traitor, always a 
traitor,” Mr Thackeray said. 
In the order today, the 
Election Commission said 
Team Eknath Shinde can 
keep the name “Shiv Sena” 
and the “bow and arrow” 
symbol, while the Uddhav 
Thackeray faction can 
keep the name “Shiv Sena 
Uddhav Balasaheb Thac-
keray” and the “flaming 
torch” symbol. Referring to 
this, Mr Thackeray said the 
decision would be “fatal 
for democracy”. “Now the 
Prime Minister should an-
nounce from the Red Fort 
that democracy is dead,” Mr 
Thackeray told reporters in 
a packed hall at his Mumbai 
home, Matoshree. “The real 

bow and arrow are with us. 
They (Team Shinde) only 
have these on paper,” said 
Mr Thackeray, whose father 
Bal Thackeray founded the 
Shiv Sena. The Supreme 
Court is yet to give its ver-
dict on a request by Team 
Thackeray to disqualify 
16 Sena MLAs among the 
ones who revolted against 
him last year, yet the Elec-
tion Commission’s order on 
the party name and symbol 
has come, which is “unfair”, 
the former Chief Minister 
said. “I had requested the 
Election Commission to 
wait as the hearing is going 
on in the Supreme Court. It 
is very unfortunate. In fu-
ture, anyone can buy MLAs 
or MPs and become chief 
minister or Prime Minis-
ter,” Mr Thackeray said. Mr 
Shinde called the Election 
Commission’s decision to 
recognise his faction as 
the real Shiv Sena a vic-

80-Year-Old Acquitted In 1997
Rohtak Blast Case, But Will Stay In Jail

Chandigarh:feb 17:  A court 
in Haryana on Friday ac-
quitted Abdul Karim Tunda 
in the 1997 twin Rohtak 
bomb blast cases, his coun-
sel said. Rohtak Additional 

Sessions judge Raj Kumar 
Yadav pronounced the 
verdict acquitting 80-year-
old Tunda for a lack of 
evidence, advocate Vineet 
Verma said. Tunda was pro-
duced in the court through 
video conferencing. He is 
currently lodged in the cen-
tral jail in Rajasthan’s Ajmer. 
He will continue to remain 
in the jail as he faces trial in 
multiple other cases. Two 
bomb went off at the Old 
Sabzi Mandi and Qila road 
on January 22 in 1997 in 
Haryana’s Rohtak, leaving 

eight injured. Tunda was 
charged with Section 307 
(attempt to murder), 120-B 
(conspiracy) of the Indian 
Penal Code and relevant 
sections of the Explosives 
Act, said Verma. Tunda 
was caught from near the 
India-Nepal border in Au-
gust 2013. He was brought 
to Rohtak on a production 
warrant on October 26, 
2013. Tunda is a resident of 
Pilkhua in Ghaziabad dis-
trict of Uttar Pradesh. Tun-
da was booked in several 
bomb blast cases including 

Day Before Billionaire Soros’ Remarks
Vice President’s Warning On “Sinister Designs”

New Delhi: Feb17: A day 
before billionaire George 
Soros made comments on 
the Adani group and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
Vice President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar had warned 
against “doctored narra-
tives” coming in the way 
of India’s growth. The Vice 
President, while address-
ing Indian Information 
Service (IIS) probationers 
at his official home in Delhi 
on Wednesday, asked the 
young officers - who handle 
the media wing of the gov-
ernment - to guard against 
“sinister designs” that try to 
hurt India’s growth story. 
“While India is on the rise, 
sinister designs are there to 

set afloat a narrative by free 
fall of information. We have 
to be alert. This is another 
way of invasion. We have 
to neutralize it boldly. We 
have to instil in us a spirit 
of nationalism. We cannot 
allow free fall of doctored 

narratives to run down our 
growth story.” The Vice Pres-
ident, giving an example of 
how the “narrative” works, 
referred to the COVID-19 
outbreak. “India... is rightly 
reckoned in the world as 
the land of opportunity 

and land of investment. 
But all this can be muddied 
if our information mecha-
nism is not strong. Imag-
ine and it will flash in your 
mind - when we were bat-
tling Covid, the narrative 
was ‘Where is Covid? It’s a 
political tool to side track 
the issue facing the nation’. 
You have faced it. Covid did 
come. The government was 
right,” Mr Dhankhar said. Mr 
Dhankhar’s comments also 
came while income tax of-
ficers were doing a “sur-
vey” at the BBC’s Delhi and 
Mumbai offices to check 
alleged mismatch between 
the income/profits of the 
British broadcaster’s group 
firms and their scale.

BJP lashes out at investor George Soros
says he is ‘targeting’ Indian democratic system

New Delhi: Feb17: The 
BJP on Friday launched a 
frontal attack on billion-
aire investor George Soros, 
accusing him of not only 
targeting Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi but also 
the Indian democratic 
system. This war is being 
mounted against India and 
what stands between the 
war and India’s interests 
is Modi, BJP leader and 
Union minister Smriti Irani 
told reporters here. She 
alleged that Soros wants 
to destroy Indian democ-
racy and wanted some 
“hand-picked” people to 

run the government here. 
“We have defeated foreign 
powers earlier too and will 
do so again,” she asserted. 
“George Soros wants a 
government that is pliable 
to his needs for making 
his nefarious plans suc-
cessful. It is evident from 
his statements that he has 

declared funding of over 
one billion dollars particu-
larly to ‘target’ leaders like 
PM Modi, which is signifi-
cant,” she said. Soros had 
announced that he will 
target India’s democratic 
system and Modi will be at 
the centre of his attack, she 
said, adding he wants an 
order in the country which 
will protect his and not In-
dia’s interests. “Notably, at 
a time when India rises to 
become the fifth largest 
economy in the world and 
when India receives grati-
tude by global leaders like 
presidents of the USA and 

France, and the PM of Eng-
land for enabling employ-
ment not only in India but 
also in these three nations, 
the imperialist intentions of 
an entrepreneur are com-
ing to light who seeks to 
demonise our democracy,” 
Irani said. He has created a 
fund of over USD one bil-
lion to intervene in demo-
cratic systems, including in 
India, she claimed, urging 
every person, organisation 
and society to denounce 
the intention of this “indi-
vidual who is seeking to 
weaken our democratic in-
terests.

Concept of ‘Hindu Rashtra’
Against Mahatma Gandhi’s ideals: Nitish

Patna Feb17: Bihar Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar on 
Friday frowned upon the 
Sangh Parivar’s concept 
of India as a “Hindu” na-
tion, underscoring that 
this militated against what 
Mahatma Gandhi stood for. 
The veteran socialist leader, 
who ended his long alliance 
with the BJP last year, was 
responding to queries from 
journalists about the “Hin-
du rashtra” clamour, which 
was openly endorsed ear-
lier this week by his Uttar 
Pradesh counterpart Yogi 
Adityanath. “We must not 
listen to anything that goes 
against what Bapu stood 
for. In this country, people 

of all religions live together. 
Bapu stood for unity and 
this was the reason for his 
assassination”, said Kumar, 
who draws inspiration 
from the Mahatma’s views 
in formulating his ideas of 
governance. The chief min-
ister also warned that any 

deviation from Gandhi’s 
insistence on secularism 
could lead to perversions 
(jo isse kuchh alag karna 
chahta hai, vo ulta pulta 
karna chahta hai). A prod-
uct of the Bihar movement 
of 1974, Kumar had aligned 
with the BJP way back in 
the 1990s and held impor-
tant portfolios in the Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee govern-
ment. The longest serving 
CM assumed power in Bi-
har in 2005 and his rule has 
been marked by a refusal to 
give in to the BJP’s “Hindu-
tva” plank despite alliance. 
The hardline “Hindutva” 
image of his then Gujarat 
counterpart.

Maha crisis: 
SC refuses 
immediate 
decision on 
question of 
reference to 
larger bench
New Delhi: Feb17: The 
Supreme Court on Friday 
declined to make an im-
mediate reference to a sev-
en-judge bench to recon-
sider its 2016 Nabam Rebia 
judgment, which restricted 
the power of the Speaker 
to examine disqualification 
petitions against MLAs if a 
resolution for his removal 
is pending. A five-judge 
bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India said the issue 
of reference will be decided 
only with the merits of the 
case, and fixed the mat-
ter for hearing on merits 
on February 21. The bench 
observed that the ques-
tion of reference to 2016 
Nabam Rebia judgement 

Series of events mark KCR’s birthday
With the BRS party founder turning 69, wishes poured in from leaders across the country

Hyderabad: A jubilant 
mood prevailed across the 
State as people from dif-
ferent sections celebrated 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao’s birthday 
on Friday by organizing 
free food distribution to 
the poor, cake cutting, 
special pujas in temples, 
sports tournaments and 
many other programmes. 
The city was decked up 
with colourful banners and 
hoardings depicting the 
State government’s differ-
ent welfare and develop-
ment programmes for the 
benefit of all sections. The 
Chief Minister spent quality 
time with his family at the 
farm house in Gajwel. With 
the Bharat Rashtra Samtihi 
(BRS) party founder turning 
69, wishes poured in from 

leaders across the country. 
President Draupadi Murmu, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Governor Tamilisai 
Soundararajan, and Chief 
Ministers of Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala, Assam, Andhra 
Pradesh and Delhi, M K 
Stalin, Pinarayi Vijayan, Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma, YS Ja-

ganmohan Reddy and Ar-
vind Kejriwal respectively 
extended birthday wishes 
to the Chief Minister. “Birth-
day greetings to Telangana 
CM Shri KCR Garu. I pray 
for his long life and good 
health,” the Prime Minister 
tweeted. Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister MK Stalin tweeted 

“Heartiest Birthday Greet-
ings to Telangana Chief 
Minister Thiru K Chan-
drasekhar Rao Garu. Wish-
ing you a long and healthy 
life in service of the people 
of Telangana and in fight-
ing divisive politics,” Kerala 
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan shared a photo of the 
two leaders on the social 
media platform and said 
“Warm birthday wishes to 
K Chandrashekar Rao Garu. 
Your dedication to public 
service and efforts to fos-
ter healthy relations with 
other states, especially 
Kerala, are truly appreci-
ated. Best wishes for your 
good health and continued 
success. Assam Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
tweeted: “Warm birthday 
wishes to Chief Minister.
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Medical Colleges row: KT Rama Rao takes jibe at PM Narendra Modi
Hyderabad: Fuming over 
BJP-led union Govern-
ment for distorting facts 
over sanctioning medical 
colleges to Telangana, In-
dustries Minister KT Rama 
Rao took a jibe at Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and urged him to train the 
Union Ministers in main-
taining consistency on 
uttering lies and mislead-
ing the people. The State 
government has been very 

critical of the union gov-
ernment for failing to sanc-
tion single medical college 
to Telangana, while 157 
colleges were sanctioned 
across the country. Every 
time, a Union Minister vis-
its Telangana, the issue is 
raised and they come up 
with different versions. 
While, Union Tourism 
Minister G Kishan Reddy 
claimed nine colleges were 
sanctioned, Union Minister 

of Health and Family Wel-
fare Mansukh Mandviya 
said no proposals were 
received from Telangana 
and Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
said that only two propos-
als were received. Vexed 
with the attitude of the 
Union Ministers, Indus-
tries Minister KT Rama Rao 
on Friday tweeted “Three 
union Cabinet Ministers on 
medical colleges in Telan-

gana State. Kishan Reddy 
– nine sanctioned, Man-
sukh Mandviya – 0 propos-
als received and Nirmala 
Sitharaman – two propos-
als received. Modiji, train 
your Ministers well at least 
to consistently peddle the 
same lies and fakery.” Fur-
ther sharing an image of 
Union Tourism Minister’s 
past tweet on Global Cen-
tre of Traditional Medicine, 
KT Rama Rao tweeted 

“Gem among these union 
Cabinet Ministers has to 
be our own Kishan Reddy 
garu. He announces cre-
ation of nine non-existent 
medical colleges in Telan-
gana out of thin air and 
also a fictitious Global Cen-
tre of Traditional Medicine 
in Hyderabad” tweeted 
“Gem among these union 
Cabinet Ministers has to 
be our own Kishan Reddy 
garu.

The Minister urged Prime Minister to train the Union Ministers in maintaining consistency on uttering lies and misleading the people.

Nirmala Sitharaman bid to cover up Centre
Hyderabad: Despite the 
backlash from different 
sections over the union 
budget, Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman claimed that it 
was the best budget en-
suring welfare of all sec-
tions. Speaking at the 
Doordarshan’s Dialogue 
on Amritkaal Budget 
here on Thursday, the Fi-
nance Minister also tried 
to cover up the BJP gov-
ernment’s discrimination 
towards Telangana and 
gave a few incorrect re-
plies on the issues raised 
by the State government. 
2024 will see end of BJP 
regime in country, says 
CM KCR KTR writes 
to Nirmala Sitharaman; 
pushes for International 
Data Embassies in Hy-
derabad On the five tril-
lion dollar economy 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao had said 
the BJP-led Union gov-
ernment’s target of a five 
trillion dollar economy 
had turned out to be a 
joke as India was still a 
3.5 trillion dollar econo-
my. Union Finance Min-

ister’s reply: It is criticis-
ing and humiliating the 
people of the country. 
Every State was trying 
to contribute to the coun-
try’s target of achieving 
a five trillion economy 
and Telangana should 
also contribute. Fact: 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had promised to 
the people that by 2022, 
India would become a 
five trillion economy. But 
India is still a 3.5 trillion 
dollar economy, lagging 
behind by 1.5 trillion dol-
lars. The Centre’s latest 
campaign is that India 
would become a five tril-
lion economy by 2024-
25. By repeatedly chang-

ing its own deadlines, it 
is clear upon whom the 
joke is. When compared 
to 2014-15, Telangana’s 
contribution to the coun-
try’s GSDP had increased 
from Rs.5.06 lakh crore 
to Rs.13.27 lakh crore, 
registering a growth of 
165 percent. Telangana’s 
contribution to the na-
tion had increased from 
4.1 per cent to 4.9 per 
cent and so did the per 
capita income. Had the 
country progressed at the 
pace at which Telangana 
did, the State’s GSDP 
would have been Rs.15 
lakh crores. While try-
ing to keep the people in 
the dark on these issues, 

the union Finance Minis-
ter in an emotional note 
urged not to criticize the 
people of the nation. On 
tax devolution CM KCR: 
Telangana has been con-
tributing more to the 
union government’s kitty 
than what it was receiv-
ing as devolution. Union 
Finance Minister: The 
union government has 
given Telangana much 
more than the State gov-
ernment paid to the Cen-
tre. Fact: The State gov-
ernment has paid Rs.3.68 
lakh crore to the union 
government. The Union 
Finance Minister claims 
that under Grant in Aid 
Rs.1.39 lakh crore and 
share in Central taxes 
Rs.1.30 lakh crore were 
paid to the State. Interest-
ingly, the Finance Minis-
ter included the amount to 
be received during 2023-
24 financial year as well 
and this could be nearly 
Rs.40,000 crore. Simi-
larly, for Railway lines, 
an allocation of Rs.7,000 
crore was claimed out 
of which, Rs.4000 crore 
are pertaining to the 

next financial year. Of 
the total cumulative fig-
ure of Rs.2.76 lakh crore 
claimed by the union 
Finance Minister, about 
Rs.40,000 crore will be 
realised during the next 
financial year. On rising 
debts Cm KCR: Under 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the country’s 
debts have increased sub-
stantially. Union Finance 
Minister: Telangana’s 
debts have increased 
from Rs.60,000 crore in 
2014 to Rs.3 lakh crore 
in 2023. Fact: If the 
2023-24 union budget 
estimates are considered, 
under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s rule 
during the last 10 years, 
the debts are Rs.112 lakh 
crore. During the next 
financial year, the union 
government is likely to 
incur debts of Rs.5.34 
lakh every second. In the 
10 years, debts have in-
creased by 170 per cent. 
The annual interest com-
ponent paid by the union 
government on debts is 
eight lakh crore. As per 
the FRBM rules, 

MLC Kavitha reacts to Nirmala’s comments
Hyderabad: Countering 
union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman’s 
comments on the Telan-
gana government, MLC 
K Kavitha shot back 
stating that the BJP gov-
ernment was repeatedly 
claiming that China was 
India’s competition and 
wondered as to why Chi-
na had become an 18 tril-
lion dollar economy and 
India failed to achieve 
its five trillion dollar 
economy target. Due to 
the myopic policies of 
the BJP government, In-
dia’s potential remained 
underutilized, she said. 
“If the Modi Govern-
ment cannot unlock the 
potential of the nation, 
don’t blame the States. 
Telangana is a progres-
sive State and if you can-
not think progressively, 
please don’t blame us,” 
Kavitha said. If the BJP 
government was serious-
ly committed to its ‘Sab-
ka Saath, Sabka Vikas’ 
campaign, the BRS MLC 
asked as to why was the 
union government not 
customizing schemes ac-
cording to requirements 

of the States. “The Gov-
ernment should not hide 
its failures and should 
discontinue its ‘No Data 
Policy’ before the people. 
No Votes Available will 
be the people’s reply,” 
she said, pointing out 
that the wealthiest people 
in the country, who hold 
60 per cent of the coun-
try’s wealth, contributed 
only three per cent to 
the GDP, while the poor 
and poorest of Indians 
contribute much higher. 
“But, the Modi govern-
ment makes policies for 
the rich. They are cor-
porate friendly and not 

poor friendly,” she said, 
also stating that though 
there were over 81 crore 
NREGS Job Card Hold-
ers, the money allocated 
by the union Govern-
ment to the scheme was 
meagre. Coming down 
heavily on the BJP gov-
ernment for the coun-
try’s rising debts, she 
said before 2014, India 
incurred debts to the 
tune of Rs 55 lakh crore, 
which had now crossed 
Rs.155 lakh crore. “Why 
does the Modi govern-
ment try to teach us on 
fiscal prudence? Telan-
gana is growing at more 

Nirmala Sitharaman twists facts on 
sanctioning medical colleges to Telangana

Hyderabad: Union Minis-
ters appear to have made 
it a habit to twist facts 
and mislead the public 
when it comes to Central 
allocations to Telangana, 
especially in connection 
with sanctioning medi-
cal colleges to the State. 
On Thursday, union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman criticized the 
State for pointing out that 
it was not sanctioned a 
single medical college 
even when the Cen-
tre had sanctioned 157 
medical colleges across 
the country. She claimed 
that when the Centre 
had asked for the list of 
places for medical col-
leges, the State had listed 
Karimnagar and Kham-
mam. But these places 

already had medical col-
leges, she said. This is in 
stark contrast to what her 
own Cabinet colleagues 
said earlier. KTR writes 
to Nirmala Sitharaman; 
pushes for International 
Data Embassies in Hyder-
abad Nirmala Sitharaman 
bid to cover up Centre’s 
discrimination towards 
Telangana In March 
last year, in response to 
a question from A Re-
vanth Reddy in the Lok 
Sabha, Minister of State 
for Health Bharati Pravin 
Pawar said the Centre 
had not received any 
proposal for new govern-
ment medical colleges in 
Telangana. In December 
2021 as well, respond-
ing to a question from 
N Uttam Kumar Reddy, 

Dr Pravin Pawar said no 
proposal was received 
from Telangana for medi-
cal colleges under the 
Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme. The fact is that 
in 2019, the then Health 
Minister C Laxma Reddy 
had repeatedly written to 
Dr Harshvardhan, urging 
him to upgrade district 
hospitals, particularly in 
Karimnagar and Kham-

mam to medical colleges 
under CSS. The union 
Minister’s reply was that 
it would not be possible 
to cover Telangana in 
phases 1 and 2 of the CSS 
and that it would be con-
sidered in Phase 3. How-
ever, Phase 3 of the CSS 
scheme was approved in 
August 2019 with a com-
pletion timeline of 2023-
24. But even three years 

later, Harshvardhan’s 
promise has remained on 
paper. There are more. 
For instance, just a cou-
ple of months ago, in De-
cember, union Tourism 
Minister G Kishan Red-
dy claimed that the Cen-
tre wanted to establish a 
medical college in every 
district of Telangana with 
at least two union Health 
Ministers J P Nadda and 
Dr Harshavardhan, writ-
ing to the Telangana gov-
ernment to send propos-
als as per the prescribed 
format but there was no 
response. Interestingly, 
Kishan Reddy, in a tweet 
in July 2021, claimed that 
the Modi government 
had set up 90 medical 
colleges in the country in 
three years.

Group-II recruitment: TSPSC 
receives over 5.5 lakh applications

Hyderabad: Tough com-
petition is ahead in the 
Group-II services re-
cruitment with around 
700 candidates vying for 
each of the vacancy. As 
the online submission of 
applications concluded 
at 5 pm on Thursday, 
the Telangana State Pub-
lic Service Commis-
sion (TSPSC) received a 
whopping 5,51,943 ap-
plications.The TSPSC 

had notified a total of 783 
posts including 165 As-
sistant Section Officers 
in the General Adminis-
tration department, 126 
Mandal Panchayat Offi-
cers, 98 Naib Tahsildars 
in the Land Administra-
tion department and 97 
Prohibition and Excise 
Sub Inspectors under the 
Group-II services. Ac-
cording to sources, the 
Commission would an-

nounce the recruitment 
examination date the next 
week. The recruitment 
examination comprises 
four papers with paper I 
on General Studies and 
General Abilities, paper 
II – History, Polity and 
Society, paper III – Econ-
omy and Development, 
and paper IV-Telangana 
Movement and State For-
mation. The objective 
type test in English, Telu-
gu and Urdu is conducted 
for 600 marks with 150 
marks allotted to each 
paper. The State govern-
ment has done away with 
interviews in the Group – 
I and II services recruit-
ment and marks secured 
in the written examina-
tion would be considered 
for the final selection 
subject to certificate.

2-day national workshop on AI and ML in 
healthcare concludes at KITS Warangal

Warangal: Orthopedic 
surgeon of the MGM 
Hospital Dr Ramkumar 
Reddy has stressed the 
need for engineering so-
lutions by designing pre-
cise instruments for the 
orthopedic procedures. 
He delivered a talk on 
“Open issues and chal-
lenges in orthopaedics” 
at the national level 
workshop on “Artificial 
Intelligence and Machine 
Learning in Healthcare” 
on the second day at KITS 
Warangal campus. Dr 
Reddy also stressed for 
adopting smart technolo-

gies in the area of medi-
cal diagnosis as they will 
surely help the doctors to 
serve the common man at 
lower cost.Neurosurgeon 
of the Rohini Superspeci-
ality hospitals, Dr T San-
jay delivered a lecture on 
“Artificial intelligence 
in neurosurgery applica-
tions and future perspec-

tive”. He said there is a 
lot of scope for engineers 
to do research in the area 
of neurological disorder 
diagnosis using AI and 
ML. He advised the par-
ticipants to collaborate 
with medical institutes to 
find novel solutions for 
critical issues in surgical 
procedures.

Telangana among top in healthcare 
in country: Harish Rao

Yadadri-Bhongir: Health 
Minister T Harish Rao on 
Thursday said the State 
stood in the third place in 
the country in the healthcare 
sector. Laying the founda-
tion stone for a 100-bed 
hospital at Yadagirigutta, 
he said Chief Minister K 
Chandrashekhar Rao was 
working with a mission to 
make quality healthcare ser-
vices accessible to the poor 
people across the State. The 
100-bed hospital at Yada-
girigutta would provide 
medical services to the lo-
cal people as well as devo-
tees coming from different 
places, he said. BC residen-

tial schools up to 294 from 
19 in Telangana: Harish 
Rao Telangana created his-
tory in setting up medical 
colleges, says Harish Rao 
Pointing out that there were 
only three medical colleges 
in Telangana in the erst-
while Andhra Pradesh, the 
Minister said the number 
of medical colleges had 
now increased to 26 after 
the formation of a separate 
Telangana State. Telangana 
topped in medical educa-
tion in the country as well, 
he said, pointing out that 
the number of MBBS seats 
were increased to 2915 
from 850 in government 

medical colleges. Similarly, 
the State stood in the second 
place in postgraduation in 
medicine courses, with the 
PG medical seats also be-
ing increased to 1208 from 
515 after formation of the 
State. In private colleges, 
the number of MBBS seats 
had gone up to 6715 and PG 
seats to 2548. In affiliation 
to medical colleges, nursing 
colleges would also be set 
up in the State, further aug-
menting the medical educa-
tion infrastructure in Telan-
gana, he said. Detailing how 
the quality of healthcare 
services improved in gov-
ernment hospitals due to the 
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Facebook Post By Murder Accused 
Triggers Political Row In Kerala

Bengaluru: Senior Con-
gress leader Siddara-
maiah on Thursday ac-
cused Karnataka Minister 
CN Ashwath Narayan of 
trying to ‘instigate’ peo-
ple to kill him as he took 
exception to the latter’s 
statement that he should 
be “knocked out and sent 
off” like the 18th century 
ruler of erstwhile Mysuru 
Kingdom, Tipu Sultan. 
He urged Chief Minister 
Basavaraj Bommai to 
immediately initiate ac-
tion against CN Ashwath 
Narayan by sacking him 
from the cabinet. The 
Leader of Opposition in 
the state assembly was 
referring to Ashwath Na-
rayan’s recent remark in 
Mandya while targeting 
him. “Tipu’s son Sid-
daramaiah will come.... 
Do you want Tipu or 
Savarkar? Where should 
we send Tipu Sultan? 
What did Uri Gowda 
and Nanje Gowda do? In 
the same way he should 
be knocked out and sent 
off,” Mr Narayan had 

said. A section in the old 
Mysuru belt claims that 
Tipu did not die fighting 
the British, but was killed 
by two Vokkaliga chief-
tains Uri Gowda and 
Nanje Gowda, which has 
been disputed by some 
historians. Mr Narayan 
on his part said, his state-
ment was not personally 
directed at Siddaramaiah 
and in case the Congress 
legislature party leader is 
hurt, he will express re-
gret. He also clarified that 
he only meant defeating 
electorally and not caus-
ing any physical harm, 
as being misinterpreted. 
“Higher Education Min-
ister Ashwath Narayan 
has appealed to people to 
kill me the way Tipu was 
killed. Ashwath Narayan, 
Why are you trying to 
instigate people? Get the 
gun yourself,” Siddara-
maiah said.Expressing 
surprise that no action 
has been taken against the 
minister who has openly 
appealed people to kill, 
the former CM in a series 

of tweets said this shows 
that Bommai, Home 
minister Araga Jnanen-
dra and their “incom-
petent cabinet is sleep-
ing and is in agreement 
with Ashwath Narayan”. 
Has Gujarat BJP culture 
crept into Karnataka BJP 
as well? he asked while 
seeking to know whether 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will remain 
silent even now just as 
he was in 2002 (Gujarat 
riots). “Kannadigas will 
never let Karnataka to 
become like Gujarat.” 
Urging Bommai to im-

mediately sack Narayan 
from the cabinet and ar-
rest him, Siddaramaiah 
said, “If no action is 
taken, it only means that 
BJP is in agreement with 
the appeal or they think 
Ashwath Narayan has 
become ‘Mentally Unsta-
ble”. With his statement 
snowballing into a con-
troversy, eliciting sharp 
reaction from opposition 
party leaders, especially 
the Congress, Narayan 
said attempts are being 
made to present his state-
ment by misinterpreting 
it. 

Kanti Velugu program should conduct 
in Govt school, colleges : 

Bureau Chief 
M.A.Samad : Nizamabad 
February 17 ; A represen-
tation was given to the 
District Medical Officer 
under the auspices of 
PDSU Nizamabad Dis-
trict Committee to con-
duct eye light program 
in the colleges and in 
the government schools . 
On this occasion, PDSU 
Nizamabad district gen-
eral secretary Karka Ga-
nesh said that the gov-
ernment used to conduct 
regular eye tests for stu-
dents in schools and now 
the situation is not there.  
He said that more people 
will be benefited if the 
kanti velugu program is 
allowed in educational 
institutions. He urged 

the government to carry 
out the second phase of 
‘Kantivelugu’ to correct 
vision defects and to pro-
vide eye glasses to those 
who need them, and the 
medical staff to identify 
those who need surgery 
and take necessary mea-
sures.  He said that it is 
sad that the government 
is not paying attention to 
the fact that the school 
and inter students are 
asking for eye tests to be 
conducted for them too in 
these camps. Registration 
of details He said that the 
details of school, inter 
students and those ap-
pearing for the examina-
tions should be registered 
in the portal to conduct 
eye tests for themselves 

in these camps.  He said 
that since the portal was 
designed to be useful for 
people above 18 years of 
age, it became difficult to 
register people younger 
than that.  It is for this 
reason that the staff is not 

willing to conduct tests 
for the students in the 
camps.  He said that the 
government should en-
courage teachers and par-
ents to fix the portals and 
provide opportunities to 
students as well. He said 

that there is a high num-
ber of visually impaired 
students and the problem 
is getting worse as they 
do not tell their parents 
and do not recognize the 
visual impairment, and 
there are 10-20 boys and 

MLA Bajireddy celebrates grand birthday : 
Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : 
Nizamabad February 17 ; 
Today proudly the  Telan-
gana State Road Trans-
port Corporation Chair-
man Nizamabad Rural 
Legislators birthday cel-
ebrations of Hon’ble 
Bajireddy Govardhan 
was organised. MLA cel-
ebrated the birthday by 
performing special pooja 
along with his family 
members at Sri Lakshmi 
Ganapati Temple Bor-
gam in the constituency 
and took the blessings 
of Lord. Then they vis-
ited to Lingeswara Gutta 
Ashram Temple Mal-
laram Village Sri Lin-
geswara Swamy along 
with his family members 
performed special Arch-
ana, Palabhishekam and 
special pujas has done 
to the Swami. Later, spe-
cial pooja programs were 

organized for Swami at 
Sri Subrahmanyaswamy 
Temple along with Sri.
Sri.Valli Devasena in 
Borgam village. The fam-
ily members participated 
in Manavata Sadan in Di-
chpally Mandal and there 
he cut the cake along 
with the childrens and 

celebrated his birthday in 
a grand manner and dis-
tributed the cake, then he 
has given a cheque of ru-
pees ten thousands to the 
childrens. After that, a 
cake was cut and a grand 
birthday celebration was 
held at MLA’s residence 
with BRS party.

TNGOU district Nizamabad 
celebrates grand CM KCR’s birthday  TNGOU Kamareddy celebrates 

“Will PM Be Silent?” Siddaramaiah On 
Karnataka Minister’s Tipu Remark

Thiruvananthapuram: A 
social media post, by an 
accused in the killing of 
a Youth Congress activist 
five years ago, has put the 
ruling CPI(M) in Kerala 
in the dock, as opposition 
Congress today attacked 
the party and demanded 
a CBI probe in the sen-
sational case. Akash 
Thillankeri, a prime ac-
cused in the murder of 
Youth Congress activist 
SP Shuhaib in Kannur in 
2018, put up a Facebook 
post on Wednesday ac-
cusing the local leader-
ship of the ruling party 
in Kannur of giving him 
directives to commit 
crimes. The shocking 
revelation was made in a 
response to a post by a lo-
cal leader of Democratic 
Youth Federation of In-
dia (DYFI) in Mattannur 
in the politically volatile 
district. In the Facebook 
post, Thillankeri had 
claimed that Edayannur 
party leaders had direct-
ed him and his gang to 
carry out the crimes. He 

said if they opened their 
mouths, many of them 
(CPI-M leaders) would 
not be able to walk in 
open. The accused even 
alleged that those who 
ordered the killing had 
received jobs in the co-
operative bodies, run by 
the party, but they were 
pushed to poverty and 
ostracism which forced 
them to turn to crimes 
like gold smuggling. The 
Facebook posts were 
continuation of a war of 
words going on for some 
time between the DYFI 
leaders and those sup-
porting Thillankeri over 
certain local issues. The 
revelations were widely 
implied as the revela-
tions in connection with 

the killing of Shuhaib 
and the Congress party 
on Thursday demanded 
a CBI probe into the 
five-year old murder 
case, which had trig-
gered widespread politi-
cal storm in the southern 
state. Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Assembly V 
D Satheesan charged that 
the CPI(M) has degraded 
into a “terror outfit” and 
mafia groups and crimi-
nal gangs are thriving 
under the party-led re-
gime. This is the biggest 
threat the Kerala soci-
ety is facing, he said in 
a statement. “Now, it is 
clear why the CPI(M) is 
opposing a CBI probe in 
the Shuhaib murder case. 
Top lawyers have been 

hired by the government, 
at the expense of the com-
mon man’s tax money, to 
oppose the CBI probe 
in the Supreme Court,” 
he said. The Left Party 
leaders would surely be 
nabbed if the investiga-
tion is done properly and 
so a CBI probe is inevi-
table for that, Satheesan 
said. “A CBI probe is 
required to bring out the 
truth,” the LoP added. 
Senior party leaders Ra-
mesh Chennithala and 
K Muraleedharan also 
came down heavily on 
the Left government on 
the issue and urged them 
to leave the investigation 
of the case to the cen-
tral agency. Opposition 
BJP’s Kannur district 
leadership demanded 
its CPI(M) counterpart 
to recommend the state 
government for a CBI 
probe in the wake of 
startling revelations by 
the accused. However, 
CPI(M) Kannur district 
secretary MV Jayarajan 
rejected the charges.

Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : Nizam-
abad February 17 ; Today 
under the auspices of TN-
GOU, under the chairman-
ship of Employees JAC 
District Chairman Aluka 
Kishan, Hon’ble ZP Chair-
man Dadanna Gari Vittal 
Rao and City Mayor Dandu 
Neetu Kiran was attended 
as a Chief Guests, in the 
premises of Sri Sri Nava-
durga Mata Temple in Old 
Collector Office ,  TNGO’s 
celebrated the birthday of 
Hon’ble Chief Minister Kal-
vakuntla Chandrashekhar 
Rao by conducting special 
pujas, distributed sweets 
and then cut a cake. After 
that the “Maha Annadana” 

program was started by 
the chief guests of honour 
who came to the program. 
In this program a large 
number of union leaders, 
employees and people of 
the district participated.  

Union body members 
thanked all on behalf of 
Employees JAC to every-
one who attended and 
made the program a grand 
success.

CP inspected Indalwai PS

Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : Nizam-
abad February 17 ; Today 
Nizamabad Police Com-
missioner K.R. Nagaraju 
conducted a thorough in-
spection of Indalwai Police 
Station under Nizamabad 

Police Commissionerate as 
part of annual inspections. 
Saplings were planted 
at the police station. On 
this occasion, he received 
a salute at Police Station 
and the records of the po-
lice station were checked 
thoroughly.  CP expressed 
satisfaction after perusal 
of records, he asked about 
the health conditions of 
the staff and their prog-
ress.  The concerned of-
ficials were directed to 
take immediate action. 
On this occasion, he was 
congratulated for perform-
ing the duties well in the 

ICDS officials observe health nutrition day : 

Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : Ka-
mareddy February 17 ; Dis-
trict Collector Jitesh V Patil 
said that the ICDS officials 
should observe the health 

nutrition day at the village 
level in the first week of 
every month.  A meeting 
of the Nutrition Abhiyan 
Coordination Committee 
was held on Friday at the 

meeting hall of Kamared-
dy Collectorate.  Collector 
spoke in this meeting. He 
said that nutrition festi-
vals should be organized 
for 15 days in the month 
of March.  Asha workers 
want to ensure that ANC 
tests are done four times 
for pregnant women at 
the village level.  They 
said that pregnant women 
should be provided with 
nutritious food.  We want 
to identify weak children 
in Anganwadi centers and 
get them medically exam-
ined.  They want to see that 
they get additional.

Violation of Buyback Agreement in purchase of Corn  : 
Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : Nizam-
abad February 17 ; District 
Collector Rajeev Gandhi 
Hanmanthuhas directed 
the concerned officials to 
carry out armed supervi-
sion at the field level so 
that the seed traders can 
buy the red maize crop 
cultivated by the farmers 
in the respective mandals 
under the Armoor Rev-
enue Division as per the 
buyback agreement.  On 
Thursday evening, the Col-
lector reviewed the current 
status of red sorghum crop 
procurement with the Ag-

riculture Department offi-
cials along with Additional 
Collector Chandrasekhar 
in his chamber in the inte-
grated district office com-
plex.  They inquired about 
the area of   red sorghum 
cultivated in the respec-

tive mandals, the yield, the 
price agreed by the seed 
companies under the buy-
back agreement with the 
farmers, and the current 
price of red sorghum in 
the market.  The Collector 
made it clear.

CM KCR’s birthday
Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : Ka-
mareddy February 17 ; 
Today on 17th February 
the TNGOU Kamareddy 
District President Narala 
Venkat Reddy and his team 
presided over the birthday 
celebrations of Hon’ble 
Chief Minister of Telan-
gana State Kalvakuntla 
Chandrasekhar Rao at the 
District Integrated Office 
Complex by cutting the 
cake. After that, the district 
president Narala Venkat 

Reddy said that the Telan-
gana movement, the hero 
who fought at the risk of 
his life for the cause of the 
state, the charioteer of the 
Telangana movement, the 
dreamer who had ambi-
tious dreams for the devel-
opment of the state, the 
visionary who achieved 
them was praised as the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister 
of Telangana State. Later 
District Secretary B. Sailu 
said.. The Chief Minister of 
Telangana, as the leader 

of the tribal communities, 
treated the employees as 
his younger children and 

praised them for under-
taking many job welfare 
programs for the welfare 

of the employees. For this 
program.. Along with Dis-
trict President Narala Ven-
kat Reddy, District Secre-
tary B. Sailu, Co-President 
M. Nagaraju, Treasurer M. 
Devaraj, Vice Presidents M. 
Chakradhar, MC Pochaiah 
and B. Laxman, Joint Sec-
retaries Ganesh, Surender, 
B. Rajeshwar and Rajyal-
akshmi, Santosh Kumar, 
Organizing Secretary, EC 
members Srikanth and 
Shantaiah, Kamareddy Ur-
ban.
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Delhi Demolition: Arvind Kejriwal Orders 
Tents, Food For Those Affected

New Delhi: Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
on Thursday directed the 
South district administra-
tion to provide families 
affected by the recent 
DDA demolition drive in 
Mehrauli with tents, food 
and other basic amenities, 
officials said. This comes 
two days after Lt Gover-
nor VK Saxena directed 
the Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA) to stop 
demolitions in Mehrauli 

and Ladha Sarai villages 
till further instructions. 
The DDA, which comes 
under the BJP-led gov-
ernment at the Centre, 
had launched the demoli-
tion drive in the Mehrauli 
Archaeological Park area 
on February 10, trigger-
ing protests by locals. 
“Mr Kejriwal has issued 
directions to provide af-
fected families with tents, 
food and blankets along 
with other basic ameni-

ties. He has directed the 
district administration to 
immediately jump into 
action and ensure that 
no family is hassled,” a 
government official said. 
The demolition drive 
came a month ahead of a 
proposed G20 meeting in 
South Delhi. According 
to officials, the area has 
about 55 monuments un-
der the protection of the 
Archaeological Survey 
of India, the state archae-

ology department and the 
DDA. Revenue Minister 
Kailash Gahlot said the 
matter of demarcation of 
Mehrauli Archaeological 
Park in Ladha Sarai came 
to his notice when he re-
ceived a representation 
signed by two residents 
of the area. Manish Siso-
dia’s Rehabilitation Or-
der Ahead Of Demolition 
Drive In Delhi Manish 
Sisodia’s Rehabilitation 
Order Ahead Of Demo-
lition Drive In Delhi 71 
Demolition Drives Con-
ducted In South Delhi In 
2023 So Far: Civic Body 
71 Demolition Drives 
Conducted In South Del-
hi In 2023 So Far: Civic 
Body 10-Member Panel 
To Suggest Best Jammer 
Technology For Delhi 
Jails 10-Member Panel 
To Suggest Best Jammer 
Technology For Delhi 

Jails “I held a meeting 
with DM (South) on Feb-
ruary 10 when it (I) was 
informed that the demar-
cation was carried out in 
December 2021 on the 
request of the DDA,” he 
said in an official com-
munication. The minis-
ter said he was also told 
that the affected people 
were not informed about 
the demarcation exercise. 
According to officials, 
the DDA used the rev-
enue department’s de-
marcation as the basis for 
the demolition of alleged 
encroachments. The Del-
hi government on Febru-
ary 11 announced a fresh 
demarcation exercise in 
the area. The BJP has 
demanded Mr Gahlot’s 
resignation citing the 
demarcation exercise 
carried out by his depart-
ment.

AAP vs BJP As Supreme Court To Hear 
Request On Delhi Mayoral Polls Today

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court will today resume 
hearing the plea filed by 
Aam Aadmi Party’s (AAP) 
mayoral candidate Shelly 
Oberoi seeking early hold-
ing of the mayoral election 
for the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD). In its 
previous hearing, on Mon-
day, the Supreme Court 
bench headed by Chief 
Justice DY Chandrachud 
observed that “nominated 
members cannot go for 
election,” vindicating the 
Aam Aadmi Party’s asser-
tion. “The constitutional 
provision is very clear,” 
the bench observed as it 
posted the matter for hear-
ing today. The election has 
been postponed to a date 
after February 17. Amid a 
prolonged tussle between 
the AAP and the BJP, there 
have been three failed at-
tempts to elect the Mayor. 
Delhi Lieutenant Governor 
VK Saxena had earlier ac-
cepted a proposal by Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s 
party to hold the election 

on February 16. The Mayor 
could not be elected when 
the councillors met on Janu-
ary 6 and 24, and February 
6, due to protests by the 
BJP and AAP after 10 MCD 
members nominated by the 
Lieutenant Governor were 
allowed to vote. The elec-
toral college for the election 
of the MCD mayor com-
prises 250 elected council-
lors, seven Lok Sabha and 
three Rajya Sabha MPs 
from Delhi and 14 MLAs. 
The Delhi Assembly Speak-

er has nominated 13 AAP 
MLAs and a BJP member 
to the civic body. AAP won 
134 wards and the BJP 104 
in the civic body polls held 
in December last year. A 
BJP rebel, who had con-
tested as an independent, 
rejoined the party after 
winning from the Mundka 
ward. The total votes in 
the mayoral polls are 274. 
The numbers game favours 
AAP, which has 150 votes 
against the BJP’s 113.

Lokayukta Appointed In Delhi, High Court Informed
New Delhi: The Delhi 
government on Thursday 
informed the Delhi High 
Court about the appoint-
ment of the Lokayukta in 
the national capital and 
said with this a plea seek-
ing a direction with regard 
to the appointment of the 
ombudsman has become 
infructuous. Noting the de-
velopment, a bench of Chief 
Justice Satish Chandra 
Sharma and Justice Subra-
monium Prasad disposed 
of the petition. The court 
was hearing a 2022 public 
interest litigation seeking a 
direction to the AAP gov-
ernment here to appoint a 
Lokayukta as promised by 
the party in its election man-
ifesto of 2020. At the outset, 
Delhi government stand-
ing counsel Santosh Kumar 
Tripathi informed the court 
that the Lokayukta was ap-
pointed in March last year 
and the petition has become 
infructuous now. Petitioner 
lawyer Ashwini Kumar 
Upadhyay said it was unfor-
tunate that the Lokayukta 

was appointed only after a 
petition was filed by him 
in court. Retired Jharkhand 
High Court judge Justice 
Harish Chandra Mishra has 
been appointed as the Loka-
yukta in the national capital, 
the court was told. In Feb-
ruary last year, the Delhi 
Government had told the 
high court that the process 
of appointing a Lokayukta 
was underway and a name 
has been recommended 
for the appointment. Af-
ter Man’s Request To Free 
Son Jailed In UAE, Court 
Notice To Foreign Minis-
try After Man’s Request To 
Free Son Jailed In UAE, 
Court Notice To Foreign 
Ministry “Every Person...”: 
Court Upholds Man’s Di-
vorce Over Cruelty By Wife 
“Every Person...”: Court 
Upholds Man’s Divorce 
Over Cruelty By Wife Ap-
pellate Mechanism Set For 
Social Media Users’ Griev-
ances: Centre To High 
Court Appellate Mechanism 
Set For Social Media Us-
ers’ Grievances: Centre To 

High Court In his petition, 
Mr Upadhyay had sought 
the appointment of the Lo-
kayukta within one month 
and stated that although the 
political party came into 
existence after the historic 
anti-corruption movement, 
the post of Lokayukta has 
been lying vacant since 
December 2020. The pe-
titioner alleged the Delhi 
government is not taking 
steps to weed out the men-
ace of bribery, black money, 
benami property, tax eva-

sion, profiteering, and other 
economic as well as white-
collar offences and there-
fore, being the protector 
of fundamental rights, the 
court has to intervene in the 
matter of the appointment 
of a Lokayukta. “When 
Justice Reva Khetrapal re-
tired as Delhi Lokayukta, 
the government did noth-
ing to fill the post till date 
and hundreds of complaints 
relating to corruption are 
pending in the office,” the 
petition claimed. “The AAP 

promised a stringent and 
effective Jan Lokpal Bill 
in 2015 and 2020 election 
manifesto but rather enact-
ing the Law, it is not even 
appointing the Lokayukta 
under outdated ineffective 
1995 Act and hundreds of 
serious complaints relating 
to corruption against MLAs 
are pending in Lokayukta 
Office,” it submitted. The 
petitioner sought a direction 
to the Delhi government to 
appoint the Lokayukta in 
the spirit of the promises.

Manish Sisodia Asks Delhi University To 
Cancel Interviews For Permanent Faculty

New Delhi: Delhi Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish Si-
sodia on Thursday wrote a 
letter to DU Vice Chancellor 
Yogesh Singh asking him to 
cancel interviews for per-
manent faculty, scheduled 
in some of the 28 colleges 
fully or partially funded by 
the state government. The 
minister, in the letter, al-
leged that the appointments 
were being made without 
the government’s consent, 
and that such decisions cre-
ate a financial implication 
on the state government. 
“Interviews for permanent 
posts are being held in some 

of the 28 colleges funded 
by GNCTD. I understand 
the importance of conduct-
ing interviews for filling up 
important teaching posts 
but any financial decision 
taken for these colleges cre-
ates a financial implication 
on GNCTD as well. There-
fore, scheduled interviews 
must be cancelled with im-
mediate effect,” the letter 
read. Mr Sisodia, in the let-
ter, also instructed Yogesh 
Singh to not take any finan-
cial decision without the 
approval of a full-fledged 
governing body which has 
adequate representation 

from GNCTD. Manish Si-
sodia’s Rehabilitation Order 
Ahead Of Demolition Drive 
In Delhi Manish Sisodia’s 
Rehabilitation Order Ahead 
Of Demolition Drive In 
Delhi Delhi Lt Governor 
Recalls Files On Pending 
Infra, Cites AAP “Inac-
tion” Delhi Lt Governor 
Recalls Files On Pending 
Infra, Cites AAP “Inaction” 
Delhi High Court To Hear 
Challenge Against Activist 
Sharjeel Imam’s Release 
Delhi High Court To Hear 
Challenge Against Activist 
Sharjeel Imam’s Release 
“In light of the importance 
of filling up teaching posi-
tions, the process for form-
ing governing bodies in 28 
GNCTD colleges shall be 
expedited. Any decision 
with financial implications, 
including on hiring for the 
permanent posts in the col-
leges, must be taken after 
approval from a fully func-
tioning governing body,” he 
said.

Delhi Man Kidnapped, Robbed Of 
Rs 7 Lakh, Six Arrested: Police

New Delhi: Six people 
were arrested for alleg-
edly kidnapping and rob-
bing a businessman of 
over ₹ 7 lakh in north-
west Delhi’s Alipur area, 
police said on Thursday. 
The accused have been 
identified as Anand, 
Aakash, Kishanvir, Ra-
hul, Akash and Kishor, 
they said. A man filed a 
complaint that he runs 
a business of import of 
polythene rolls and has 
a godown in Alipur. On 
February 7, he collected 
₹ 7.5 lakh cash from his 
clients, a senior police of-
ficer said. When he was 
going home around 6.30 
pm in his car, a motor-

cycle-borne man stopped 
him on the pretext that 
he hit the two-wheeler 
with the car. Meanwhile, 
three more persons came 
there and forced the busi-
nessman to sit on the rear 
seat of the vehicle, police 
said. One of them drove 
the victim’s car and the 
other two sat with him on 
the rear seat. The accused 
persons called two more 
associates. One of them 
was having a pistol while 
another carried a knife, 
the officer said. They beat 
the businessman and kept 
him hostage for about 
two hours. They then 
took him to a secluded 
area near Yamuna river, 

Palla village, where they 
robbed him of his mo-
bile phone, wristwatch, 
₹ 7.5 lakh cash from the 
car and ₹ 20,000 from 
the pocket. They also 
took the car and dumped 
him, he said Police got 
a tip-off on Tuesday that 
one Aakash, involved in 
the crime, would come 
to meet his friend. A trap 
was laid near Narela, 
and Aakash was arrested 
while the robbed car was 
seized, Special Commis-
sioner of Police (crime) 
Ravindra Singh Yadav 
said. Later, the other five 
accused were also arrest-
ed, police said.

Court Rejects Bail Of 5 Accused In Delhi Liquor Policy Case
New Delhi: A city court 
today dismissed the bail 
applications of five ac-
cused in a Delhi excise 
policy-related money 
laundering case, noting it 
was not possible to hold 
they will make no at-
tempt to tamper with the 
evidence if released. Spe-
cial Judge M K Nagpal 
denied the relief to Vijay 
Nair, Sameer Mahendru, 
Sharath Reddy, Abhishek 
Boinpally and Benoy 
Babu, saying that further 
investigation, including 
the role of other persons 
involved in commission 
of alleged offences and 
to trace the complete trail 
of ill-gotten money, was 
still pending. “Keeping 
in view their (accused) 

conduct as reflected on 
record it will not be pos-
sible for this court to hold 
that they will make no 
attempt to tamper with 
the evidence of this case 
in case they are perma-
nently released on bail 
as serious allegations 
of tampering with evi-
dence by way of destruc-

tion or change of their 
mobile phones various 
times have already been 
made by the ED against 
them... “And further even 
the specific allegations 
of destruction of digital 
data have also been lev-
elled against the accused 
Reddy,” the judge said. 
The court said the fact 

that the accused were in-
volved in a case of eco-
nomic offence could not 
be “totally ignored as the 
economic offences have 
been held to be consti-
tuting a class apart as 
the same tend to destroy 
the economic fabric of 
the nation”. Further, 
the above fact assumes 

more importance when 
the accused is found to 
be involved in a case of 
money laundering as the 
Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act imposes 
certain restrictions on 
powers of the court to re-
lease an accused on bail 
in such a case, the judge 
said. The court further re-
jected the argument made 
by Reddy and Babu that 
they are not accused in 
the scheduled offences 
case of CBI, terming it 
“without any merits”. 
The judge said the oral 
and documentary evi-
dence brought on record 
by the ED were enough 
to infer the existence of 
a criminal conspiracy be-
tween the accused

Delhi Woman Arrested For Running 
Mercedes Over Another Woman

Delhi Woman Arrested For 
Running Mercedes Over 
Another Woman The car 
was identified with the help 
of CCTV footage, police 
said. (Representational) 
New Delhi: A 24-year-old 
woman was arrested for 
allegedly hitting another 
woman with her Mercedes 
car in east Delhi’s Anand 
Vihar area, police said on 
Thursday. The accused has 
been identified as Nupur 
Gupta, a resident of Yojna 

Vihar, they said. On Sunday 
around 3.45 pm a 27-year-
old woman was run over by 
a Mercedes car, allegedly 
being driven by Nupur. The 

incident happened when 
Jhilmil resident Akshita 
Aggarwal was standing 
in front of gate number 4 
of Rishabh Vihar with her 

younger sister waiting for 
a rickshaw to go to Karkar-
dooma Metro Station. She 
was run over by a black 
Mercedes car coming from 
the Vivek Vihar side and 
suffered a leg fracture, po-
lice said. The driver, who 
did not stop to check on Ag-
garwal, was booked under 
sections 279 (rash driving) 
and 338 (causing grievous 
hurt by act endangering life 
or personal safety of others.

Cop Removed From Field Duty For Not 
Helping Man Killed In Delhi Road Rage

New Delhi: A Delhi Police 
sub-inspector was with-
drawn from field duty over 
allegations that he did not 
help a man involved in a 
road accident in Nangloi, 
which eventually escalated 
and led to the fatal stabbing 
of his brother. Sub-Inspec-
tor Mukesh Malik, posted at 
the Nangloi police station, 
has been sent to the district 
lines pending an inquiry, of-
ficials said today. A senior 
police officer said the in-

quiry is being conducted by 
the additional deputy com-
missioner of police of the 
district. Malik was attached 
with the district lines on 

Wednesday in order to keep 
him away during the inqui-
ry, the officer said. Further 
action will be taken as per 
the report of the inquiry, he 

added. According to police, 
Sahil Malik’s elder brother 
Vishal Malik was returning 
from his gym when he had 
an argument with an RTV 
driver after his bike alleged-
ly brushed past the latter’s 
mini bus. The argument 
escalated further at the bus 
parking near Nangloi metro 
station where Vishal’s bike 
was damaged by the RTV 
staff. However, Vishal man-
aged to escape and reached 
the nearest police station.



5 Nation Indian Horizon
          Saturday|February 18 |2023

‘Designated Economic War Criminal...’: BJP Hits Back at 
George Soros for trying to ‘Break Indian Democracy’

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) today re-
turned fire at billionaire 
investor George Soros al-
leging that the business-
man not only attacked 
PM Narendra Modi but 
also expressed a desire to 
break Indian democracy. 
Addressing a press con-
ference in New Delhi, 
senior BJP leader and 
Union Minister Smriti 
Irani said that Soros, who 
is a ‘economic war crimi-
nal’, has expressed a de-
sire to break India. Irani 
said that a foreign power, 
at the centre of which is 
a man named George So-
ros, has announced that 
he will attack the demo-
cratic structure of India. 
“They have announced 
that they will make Prime 
Minister Modi the main 
point of their attack... 
They have announced 
that they will create such 
a system in India un-
der their foreign power 

which will protect their 
interests and not India’s. 
Every Indian should give 
a befitting reply to the 
announcement of George 
Soros that he will make 
Modi bow down in India 
and demolish the demo-
cratically elected gov-
ernment of India,” said 
Irani. The Union Minis-
ter also said that Soros 
wants a government that 
is pliable to his needs 
for making his nefarious 
plans successful. “The 
man who broke the bank 
of England and is des-
ignated by the nation an 

economic war criminal 
has now pronounced his 
desire to break Indian de-
mocracy. George Soros, 
an international entre-
preneur has declared his 
ill intention to intervene 
in the democratic pro-
cesses of India...George 
Soros wants a govern-
ment that is pliable to 
his needs for making his 
nefarious plans success-
ful. It is evident from his 
statements that he has 
pronounced funding over 
one billion dollars par-
ticularly to target leaders 
like PM Modi is signifi-

cant,” alleged Irani. The 
BJP leader further said 
that under democratic 
circumstances, the demo-
cratically elected govern-
ment and Prime Minister 
Modi will not bow down 
before such wrong inten-
tions. “We have defeated 
foreign powers in the 
past as well and will de-
feat them in the future as 
well,” she said. Irani said 
that the attack by Soros 
came at a time when In-
dia has risen to become 
the 5th largest economy 
in the world, and when 
India has received grati-
tude from global leaders 
like the Presidents of the 
USA and France, and the 
PM of England for en-
abling employment not 
only in India but also in 
these three nations. “We 
as a nation-state have 
become a ‘Pharmacy of 
the World’. We have wit-
nessed how PM Modi has 
secured food security for 

around 800 million Indi-
ans. We as a nation-state 
are witness to an Amrit 
Kaal Budget which has 
the highest allocation for 
defence. We as a nation-
state are together with 
PM Modi laying the 
foundation for the future 
of our country that will 
not only fulfil our dreams 
but will lead to a resil-
ient and stronger econ-
omy,” stated Irani. Irani 
called upon the citizens 
to denounce Soros for 
his intention to weaken 
India’s democratic inter-
ests for his gains. In Pics: 
Saudi Arabia’s Proposed 
World’s Largest Modern 
Downtown ‘New Mu-
rabba’ in Riyadh Earlier 
yesterday, Soros said that 
the trouble in the Indian 
stock market due to the 
Adani Group-Hinden-
burg report would spur 
‘democratic revival in 
India.

Sena Vs Sena: Government 
Formed With BJP Legal

Mumbai: Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde, who heads a fac-
tion of the Shiv Sena, 
on Friday said his party 
believes in judiciary and 
expects that the Supreme 
Court will give its ver-
dict in the case related 
to the June 2022 Maha-
rashtra political crisis 
based on merit. Sanjay 
Raut, a leader of Shiv 
Sena (UBT), however, 
asserted that the party led 
by Uddhav Thackeray is 
the “real” Shiv Sena and 
truth will prevail when 
the top court hears the 
case on February 21. 
The Supreme Court on 
Friday refused to refer 
pleas related to the June 
2022 Maharashtra politi-
cal crisis triggered by the 
Shiv Sena’s division to a 
seven-judge bench for re-
consideration of the 2016 
Nabam Rebia judgement. 
The 2016 judgement 
deals with powers of as-

sembly speakers to decide 
on disqualification pleas. 
A five-judge Constitution 
bench headed by Chief 
Justice DY Chandrachud 
said whether the 2016 
Nabam Rebia judgement 
requires reference or not 
will be considered with 
the merits of the case 
on February 21. React-
ing to the development, 
Chief Minister Shinde 
said, “We trust the judi-
ciary. We expect a verdict 
based on merit. We are 
a majority government 
formed legally.” The op-
position wanted a larger 
bench to prolong the case 
hearing, he alleged. “In a 
democracy, the majority 
has a say and our govern-
ment was formed on that 
basis. We are working for 
the welfare of people,” 
he said. Talking to PTI, 
Mr Raut said his party 
believes that truth will 
prevail and justice will 
be delivered by the top 

court. “Governments and 
political parties cannot 
be destabilised through 
use of power and mon-
ey. We want a clean po-
litical system,” he said. 
Rahul Shewale, Shinde 
faction’s group leader in 
Lok Sabha, told report-
ers that the legal stand of 
the Thackeray-led Sena 
was weak. “They want-
ed to prolong the case. 
But their stand is weak,” 
he said. Shiv Sena (Ud-
dhav Balasaheb Thac-
keray) does not believe 
in democratic principles 
and doesn’t trust the ju-
diciary, he alleged, and 
added, “They did all they 
can to prolong the case in 
the Supreme Court and 
the Election Commission 
of India.” Sanjay Shirsat, 
an MLA from the Shinde-
led faction, welcomed the 
Supreme Court’s refusal 
to refer pleas seeking a 
review of its 2016 ver-
dict.

‘Continue to Report Without Fear or Favour’: 
BBC After Tax-Survey Concludes

New Delhi: The Income 
Tax survey at the Brit-
ish Broadcasting Corpo-
ration (BBC) offices in 
Mumbai and Delhi ended 
on Thursday. The drive 
that started on Tuesday 
over a charge of deliber-
ate non-compliance with 
Indian laws, including 
transfer pricing rules 
and diversion of prof-
its illegally, concluded 
nearly after 60 hours. 
Confirming that the I-T 
survey has ended, BBC 
said its colleagues and 
journalists will continue 
to report without fear or 
fervour. The statement 
shared by BBC News 
PR on Twitter said, “The 
Income Tax Authorities 
have left our offices in 
Delhi and Mumbai. We 
will continue to cooper-
ate with the authorities 
and hope matters are 
resolved as soon as pos-
sible.” “We are support-
ing staff - some of whom 

have faced lengthy ques-
tioning or been required 
to stay overnight - and 
their welfare is our pri-
ority. Our output is back 
to normal and we remain 
committed to serving our 
audiences in India and be-
yond,” the statement add-
ed. Also Read: ‘Has No 
Merit’: SC Quashes Plea 
Seeking Complete Ban 
on BBC From Operating 
in India “The BBC is a 
trusted, independent me-
dia organisation and we 
stand by our colleagues 
and journalists who will 
continue to report with-
out fear or favour,” it 
further said. by Taboola-
Sponsored LinksYou 
May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to 
your name Golden Gate 
University Learn from 
IIT Madras Faculty & In-
dustry Experts Intellipaat 
Earlier on Tuesday, In-
come tax officials arrived 
at BBC offices located at 
the national capital`s KG 

Marg for the survey. The 
British broadcaster`s of-
fice at Kalina Santacruz 
in Mumbai was also sur-
veyed, sources said add-
ing that the survey was 
limited to the business 
premises of BBC only. 
However, as the survey 
was underway, the Brit-
ish public broadcaster 
BBC News released a 
statement, saying that it 
is cooperating with the 
Income Tax department, 
which is conducting a 

survey at its offices in 
New Delhi and Mum-
bai. As per sources, dur-
ing the third day of the 
`survey`, the employees 
working with the media 
house were asked not to 
“delete” any data until it 
is on. The sources added 
they are also asked to ap-
pear whenever called by 
IT officials for investiga-
tion. Pertinent to mention, 
the development comes 
weeks after the BBC re-
leased a documentary on 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi - `India: The Modi 
Question,” which caused 
controversy. The Centre 
had issued directions for 
blocking multiple You-
Tube videos and Twitter 
posts sharing links to the 
controversial BBC docu-
mentary on PM Modi. 
The Supreme Court had 
on February 3 directed 
the central government to 
produce original records 
relating to its decision to 
block the BBC docume.

SC to Consider Pleas Against Quashing 
of Article 370 Giving J&K Special Status

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court Friday (February 17) 
said it will take a decision 
on early listing of petitions 
challenging the Centre’s 
decision to abrogate provi-
sions of Article 370 which 
had given special status 
to Jammu and Kashmir. A 
bench comprising Chief 
Justice D Y Chandrachud 
and Justices P S Narasim-
ha and J B Pardiwala took 
note of the submissions 
of senior advocate Raju 
Ramchandran, appearing 
for one of the parties, that 
the pleas needed an urgent 
hearing. “All right. I will 
take a call on it,” the CJI 
said. by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like Learn 

how to Design an OTT Plat-
form from scratch? Scaler 
Academy Elecrama 2023 – 
Powering the Future of En-
ergy Elecrama.com On De-
cember 14, last year also, 
the pleas for urgent listing 
were mentioned before the 
bench by Radha Kumar, an 
academic and author, who 
had intervened in pending 
petitions. Earlier on April 
25 and September 23, last 
year, a bench headed by 
the then CJI N V Ramana, 
since retired, had agreed 
to list for hearing the pleas 
challenging the Centre’s 
decision to abrogate provi-
sions of Article 370. The 
apex court will have to 
re-constitute a five-judge 

bench to hear the pleas as 
ex-CJI Ramana and Jus-
tice R Subhash Reddy, who 
were part of the five-judge 
bench which had heard the 
pleas, have retired. Besides 
the two former judges, Jus-
tices Sanjay Kishan Kaul, 
B R Gavai and Surya Kant 
were part of the bench 
which, on March 2, 2020, 
had declined to refer to a 
larger seven-judge bench 
the batch of petitions chal-
lenging the constitutional 
validity of the Centre’s 
decision to abrogate pro-
visions of Article 370 on 
August 5, 2019. Several 
petitions challenging the 
Centre’s decision to abro-
gate provisions of Article 
370 and the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganisation 
Act, 2019, which split J-K 
into two Union Territories 
“Jammu and Kashmir, and 
Ladakh” were referred to a 
Constitution Bench headed 
by Justice Ramana in 2019 
by the then CJI Ranjan Go-
goi. By abrogating Article 
370, the Central govern-
ment had revoked the spe-
cial status.

Lucknow to be Renamed ‘Laxmanpur’? Here’s 
What Union Home Minister Amit Shah Says

NEW DELHI: Amid grow-
ing demands to rename 
the Uttar Pradesh capital 
Lucknow as ‘Laxmanpur’, 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah has said that the 
BJP does not want to erase 
the contribution of Mughal 
Emperors to India’s his-
tory, growth, and cultural 
prosperity. Responding to 
a question on the Mughal 
legacy and the attempts be-
ing made to erase it com-
pletely, the Union Home 
Minister categorically re-
jected those allegations. by 
TaboolaSponsored LinksY-
ou May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ 
to your name Golden Gate 
University Learn from IIT 

Madras Faculty & Indus-
try Experts Intellipaat He 
stated that BJP does not 
want to remove anybody’s 
contribution to history, in-
cluding that of the Mughals. 
He, however, defended the 
renaming spree in BJP-
ruled states and said that 
several old Indin cities had 

Indian names before they 
were renamed by the Mu-
ghals. Shah also said that 
not a single city that previ-
ously did not have an old 
name has been changed. “If 
someone wants to establish 
the tradition of the country 
then no one should have 
any objection,” he replied 

when asked to reason for 
some name changes.  “We 
have not changed the name 
of even a single city that 
previously did not have an 
old name. Our governments 
have taken well-thought-
out decisions. Every gov-
ernment has its statutory 
rights,” Shah added. Union 
Home Ministr’s state-
ment came just days after 
UP Deputy CM Brajesh 
Pathak appealed to change 
the name of Lucknow as 
it is “well known as the 
city of Laxman.” After 
this, BJP MP Sangam Lal 
Gupta urged Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah to re-
name UP’s capital city of 

Lucknow as “Lakhanpur” 
or “Laxmanpur.” Reacting 
sharply to allegations of 
wiping out the history of 
Mughals and changing the 
names of cities associated 
with them, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah has 
said that the BJP state gov-
ernments have taken “well-
thought decisions” which 
are within their statutory 
rights. Driving his point, 
BJP MP Sangam Lal Gupta 
claimed that the city was 
earlier named as Lakhanpur 
and Laxmanpur in the Treta 
Yug. Later, Nawab Asaf-ud-
Daula renamed it Lucknow. 
Shah, when asked about the 
allegations.

Congress Accuses BJP Government 
Of Harming Small Businesses

New Delhi: The Congress 
on Friday accused the Modi 
government of benefitting 
its crony capitalist friends 
and harming the medium 
and small businesses which 
provide employment oppor-
tunities to 12 crore people. 
Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge termed it as 
“Cease of doing small busi-
ness under Modi Govern-
ment”. “In the past 5 years 
— 72 percent  MSMEs 
which provide 12 Crore 
Jobs saw Zero growth. In 
2.5 years — PM’s ‘param 
mitr’ who provides only 
30,000 jobs, saw wealth 
grow by 13 times,” he said 
on Twitter. “Modi Magic = 
Benefiting Cronies + Bleed-

ing MSME’s,” the Congress 
chief added. Congress Gen-
eral Secretary, Communica-
tions, Jairam Ramesh also 
accused the government of 
harming the MSME sector 
in order to benefit its crony 
capitalist friends. “In order 
to benefit his crony capital-
ist friends more, the Modi 
government has harmed the 
micro, small and medium 

enterprises (MSME) which 
provides employment to 12 
crore people of the coun-
try,” he charged. “The result 
is in front of you. The prob-
lem of unemployment has 
increased and crores of fam-
ilies have suffered financial 
losses,” Ramesh said in a 
tweet in Hindi. He also cited 
a report that claimed 72 per-
cent MSMEs.

Future of AI in data journalism is unclear
In the wake of increasing 
use of artificial intelligence 
(AI) in journalism, data 
journalism and the nature 
of storytelling are taking 
shifts which have further 
invited deliberations on 
news values, the political 
economy of news media, 
and media ethics. There 
is no doubt that AI tools 

are immensely contribut-
ing to the news industry. 
Subsequently, there are 
paradigm shifts in the 
realm of journalism, as a 
form of art and profession. 
However, excessive and 
unstructured use of tech-
nologies in newsrooms 
has plummeted to various 
ailments in the media in-

dustry. Inculcated foray of 
AI into newsrooms have 
accumulated pointless 
pitfalls. Due to the bottle-
necks that such compli-
cated and opaque systems 
pose for undermining 
accountability, decision-
making, and professional 
judgment, this intelligibil-
ity issue is especially acute 

for public service media. 
Unraveling the dichotomy 
between the Global North 
and Global South has fur-
ther worsened the feasibil-
ity of using the AI tools in 
data journalism. Inclusive 
journalism has become a 
distant dream. Moreover, 
there are other several un-
identified factors plaguing 

the news industry, are to 
be scientifically probed. 
Journalism is the process 
of gathering, analysing, 
producing, and presenting 
news and information. His-
tory demonstrates that a 
society tends to have more 
news and information the 
more democratic it is. Jour-
nalism as a means of craft 

and business remains a 
dynamic field at the same 
time. With the pace of time 
and demand, data journal-
ism is increasingly signifi-
cant these days. And sub-
sequently, this approach 
to storytelling is getting 
apparent in newsrooms 
across the globe. The prac-
tice of reporting on facts 

while using structured 
data as the central ele-
ment of the narrative and 
managing it impartially is 
known as data journalism. 
It covers an expanding 
range of storytelling tools, 
methods, and approaches. 
It can include everything 
from conventional com-
puter-assisted reporting 

to the most cutting-edge 
news applications and 
data visualisation. The 
overarching objective is a 
journalistic one: dissemi-
nating data and analysis 
to help us all learn more 
about pressing current af-
fairs. Digital tools are used 
to streamline data collec-
tion in data journalism, 
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How Do We Ensure Students Don’t Lose Faith in Our Universities?
“I could not get admis-
sion, Sir,” the email be-
gan. “There is darkness 
ahead. I just don’t know 
what to do,” it continued. 
Chinese Construction of 
Waterfalls in the building 
350,  - Travel Nfx 00:00 
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00:16 / 03:02 Unmute 
Settings Fullscreen Copy 
video url Play / Pause 
Mute / Unmute Report a 
problem Language Share 
Vidverto Player I read 
and re-read the mail. I 
could almost touch his 
despondency, feel the 
darkness he was en-
gulfed in. Similar mes-
sages on the phone from 
other students left me 
helpless.They are talk-
ing about admission to 
the PhD course. What 
dejected them more was  
fact that the Department 
of Hindi at the Univer-
sity of Delhi was admit-
ting 210 students – yet 
there was no place for 
them. When the list was 
published, the number 
astounded them. But to 
see that they couldn’t be 
a part even of this crowd 
was more disappointing. 
Why are there no marks 
against the names? Why 
cannot I know the marks 
that you people gave me? 
Where is the merit list? 
What was the criteria for 

selection? I have no an-
swer for these questions. 
I am not in the Depart-
mental Research Com-
mittee, I tell them. This 
is of no solace to them. 
At least the department 
must have a method, 
some criteria which is 
individual neutral, they 
ask. Should the commit-
tee not be accountable 
or answerable to the de-
partment? To the faculty? 
You, as faculty member, 
have to take ownership 
of the decision. How can 
you innocently say that I 
don’t know, as I was not 
involved in the decision-
making process? Is the 
committee not account-
able to us, the applicants? 
How is it that some stu-
dents were interviewed 
by only one teacher, 
some by two or three 
and some by four? Who 
graded whom? How do 
you ensure uniformity in 
assessment when you do 
it this way? ADVERTIS-
ING Again the answer 
that I have is that I was 
not in the committee. 
What is this committee 
you are talking about? 
How do you constitute 
it? How is it that three 
or four people take all 
the decisions and all you 
can do is show helpless-
ness? Also read: Foreign 

Universities Regulations 
Reflect Modi Govern-
ment’s Indifference To 
Higher Education I can-
not tell him that these are 
exactly the questions we 
are asking ourselves, and 
seeking an answer from 
the authorities. So I try 
to deflect his question. 
Why don’t you apply to 
other universities? “I do, 
I did. I am also not in the 
list of the successful stu-
dents in the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University but I 
have no issues with them. 
They have published the 
marks. I missed by two 
marks. That is okay. I at 
least know how they as-
sessed me and I am sat-
isfied. The whole depart-
ment was sitting in on the 
interview. All of them 
talked to me. I was very 
happy after the interview, 
unlike here in the Delhi 
University. Here I came 
out with a feeling of un-

ease and uncertainty. I 
just didn’t know how 
I would be assessed.” 
He is asking valid ques-
tions. But I have no an-
swer. “What shocked me 
was that there were 210 
students to be admitted. 
But when the admission 
process was notified, we 
were told that 98 posi-
tions were available. 
How did the number 
shoot up? How do you ar-
rive at the number of the 
students you would admit 
to the PhD course?” he 
persisted with his ques-
tions. No answer again. I 
go to the rule book. Any 
change in the number has 
to be notified at least a 
fortnight before the ad-
mission process begins. 
I also want to know the 
rationale behind the in-
crease in numbers. I ask 
my head. He does not feel 
the need to respond. My 
colleagues in the com-

mittee are not bound to 
respond to us. The dean 
evades the question. Our 
emails and petitions to 
him and to higher author-
ities remain unanswered. 
So, how am I supposed 
to answer the students 
calling me with these 
queries? I ask them to go 
to the authorities. They 
smile. “If you, who have 
taught us for two years, 
don’t answer me, why 
should they who barely 
know us talk?” “But 98 
itself is a huge number,” 
a colleague from a dif-
ferent institution says 
disapprovingly. “How do 
you manage such large 
numbers?” “We have 
a sufficient number of 
teachers in the colleges,” 
I responded. “Okay. But 
do they have any say in 
the selection process? 
You impose your deci-
sion on them? Who de-
cides the topic? Does 
the guide have any role 
there or not?” she asks. 
“You cannot massify the 
PhD,” she reminds me. 
Now that is a different 
debate. We, as a teaching 
community, need to de-
liberate on this question. 
What is the purpose of a 
PhD? Why can’t it be a 
democratic right for ev-
eryone? This is a separate 
issue. I am trying to find 

an answer to the ques-
tions of my students who 
are operating in the field 
given to them. What are 
the rules of the game? 
This much they are enti-
tled to know. But there is 
no way they can find the 
answer. ADVERTISING 
“All we ask for is trans-
parency,” my student 
tells me. “I am not ask-
ing the JNU people ques-
tions I am putting before 
you.” I feel like telling 
him that the judgment 
of the teachers is mostly 
subjective. You have to 
trust them. Collectivity 
always corrects individu-
al biases. Eventually you 
have to trust the collec-
tive decision. Also read: 
Dalit Student’s Suicide 
Points to Well-Known – 
But Ignored – Caste Dis-
crimination in IITs This 
trust is shaken and there 
is no way for me to ask 
him not to question the 
wisdom of the collective 
decision because I see 
the norms of collectivity 
being ignored or broken. 
He knows better than me. 
Students who have ac-
cess to the decision mak-
ers are the beneficiaries. 
But there are also some 
good students who have 
got through the process. 
“That is an exception, Sir. 

My Experiments with Attenborough’s ‘Gandhi’
This year on January 30 
will be exactly 75 years 
to Mahatma Gandhi’s as-
sassination at the hands 
of those against his mes-
sage of non-violence and 
fierce defence of a syn-
cretic India. In a series of 
articles and videos, The 
Wire takes stock of Gan-
dhi’s murder, and delves 
deeper into the forces and 
ideas behind independent 
India’s first act of terror. 
Recent years have seen 
another attempt to kill 
Gandhi, his ideas, spirit 
and message. We hope to 
help unpack where India 
stands today and its fu-
ture, through the lense of 
how the Father of the Na-
tion’s legacy is being 
treated. Chinese Con-
struction of Waterfalls in 
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many years now, I have 
shown Richard Attenbor-
ough’s Gandhi to high 
school audiences (as 
have a great many history 
and political science 
teachers down through 
the years). I show this 
movie to young teenag-
ers as part of the ‘life 
skills’ workshops I do 
with them and use it to 
underscore virtues like 
courage, humility, for-
giveness and non-vio-
lence. It helps students 
who have little or no idea 
about Gandhi to see him 
as an actual person who 
shaped the course of his-
tory through the choices 
he made, and not just as a 
photo on a wall or a chap-
ter in a textbook. Young 
people born after the turn 
of the century, I have no-
ticed, have little or no 
idea about the man or his 
life, and the movie helps 
them to appreciate the re-
ality of India’s freedom 

struggle. It also serves as 
a good starting point for a 
longer conversation 
about the importance of 
satya and ahimsa in a so-
ciety that seems to value 
both less and less. The 
response from the stu-
dents has usually been 
one of awe. Many of 
them have not seen the 
movie before and most 
are genuinely moved by 
it. Students in particular 
resonate with scenes that 
show Gandhi’s bravery, 
such as the time he calm-
ly faces down a group of 
young bullies while 
walking down a street 
with Charlie Andrews in 
South Africa, or his quiet 
courage while standing 
in front of British police-
men and judges, or in-
deed, murderous and 
bloodthirsty mobs in 
post-partition Calcutta. 
Illustration: Pariplab 
Chakraborty I pause the 
movie at various points 
during the screening and 
ask them questions like, 
“How would you feel if 
you were thrown out of a 
first-class train compart-
ment because of the co-
lour of your skin? What 
would you have done as a 
result?” Or “Was Gandhi 
right to suspend the free-
dom struggle after the 
violence at Chauri Chau-
ra that took the lives of 
Indian policemen?” etc. 
In 2022, however, I start-
ed noticing a disturbing 
new trend. Audiences as 
young as 13 years of age 
started to laugh out loud 
during the depiction of 
Gandhi’s assassination! 
Every time this has hap-
pened, I have stopped the 
movie and asked why 
they laughed. Invariably, 
the audience has looked a 
little bewildered, and 
been unable to come up 
with a satisfying answer. 
I recall when my school-
mates and I were taken 
by our school to see the 
movie in a hall in 1983. I 

was 14 at the time but re-
member the assassination 
scene at the beginning of 
the movie well. There 
was a collective gasp in 
the hall as Godse pumped 
three bullets into the Ma-
hatma at close range. No 
one laughed. We all 
watched the funeral pro-
cession that followed 
very, very quietly. Not so 
many of the current gen-
eration of teenagers. 
Having discussed this 
disturbing and ghoulish 
response with a number 
of teachers, parents, psy-
chologists, and teenagers 
themselves, I came up 
some hypotheses as to 
why this might be hap-
pening: 1. Teenagers tend 
to laugh during awkward 
moments, especially 
when having to process 
an unexpected emotion 
as a group. 2. When one 
person in a class laughs, 
the rest normally tend to 
follow suit. 3. During the 
two-year Covid lock-
down, pre-teens ended up 
playing way more com-
puter games than they 
should have, some of 
them quite violent. They 
also ended up watching 
too much TV, and now as 
a result, possibly don’t 
differentiate between vir-
tual murder and an actual 
killing and, hence think it 
is funny to see someone 
shot down in cold blood 
without realising its im-
plications. (In video 
games, blood is simply a 
splash of red on the 

screen.) 4. The over-ex-
posure to screen time and 
lack of actual physical 
interaction with teachers 
and peers at a crucial 
point in their lives has 
also stunted their socio-
emotional growth, and 
has, in many ways, dead-
ened their natural empa-
thy, and warped their 
normal responses to hu-
man pain, suffering, and 
death. 5. Teenagers are 
natural barometers. They 
pick up what is happen-
ing around them in soci-
ety at large and mirror it. 
Also read: Reflections on 
Bestu Varas: Gandhi and 
His Values Are Now Un-
wanted in Gujarat Re-
cently, at the request of a 
school in a large metro-
politan city, I showed 
Gandhi to a few hundred 
students of Class 9. This 
school is, in fact, very 
concerned about the ero-
sion of secular values in 
society and takes pains to 
sensitise its students to 
the problems of those 
less fortunate. The reac-
tion of the students to the 
assassination scene, how-
ever, left me stunned! 
Not only did they laugh, 
they also clapped, 
cheered and whistled. 
The laughter continued 
well into the funeral 
scene that followed. To 
my deep consternation, 
some kids clapped again 
during the replay of the 
assassination at the end 
of the movie, although 
this time around, thank-

fully they were much less 
in number and were 
quickly “shush-ed” by 
the rest. That evening, I 
received a mail from one 
of the students thanking 
me for showing the mov-
ie. He also apologised for 
his classmates’ behaviour 
and made it a point to tell 
me he was not one of 
those who had clapped. I 
decided to write all the 
students who had 
watched the movie that 
day a mail, and asked 
them: Would you mind 
telling me why so many 
of you clapped and 
cheered when Gandhi 
was murdered in the first 
scene of the movie? As 
you know, this movie is 
based on actual events, 
not fiction. What exactly 
was so funny about an 
old man being shot at 
point-blank range? I be-
lieve that there is always 
a reason why we do what 
we do, and so I would 
like to request you to 
please take a few minutes 
to think about why you 
all clapped and cheered 
when Gandhi was killed. 
I am not coming from a 
place of anger, but from 
one of bewilderment and 
sadness. Because I don’t 
think you would laugh 
and clap if someone actu-
ally got shot and killed in 
front of you, would you? 
Or would you? Then next 
day I received close to a 
hundred responses. The 
vast majority of students 
apologised profusely for 
their peers’ behaviour. 
They genuinely felt bad 
for what had happened, 
and most said they were 
not amongst those who 
had cheered the murder. 
Many of them went on to 
say how much they had 
learned from the movie. 
One or two said they had 
just gotten swept along 
with the cheering and 
were now regretting it. 
But a handful of students 
said that they felt abso-

lutely no remorse in 
cheering Gandhi’s death, 
and that he deserved to 
be killed! Their reasons 
were based on a litany of 
half-truths taken out of 
context, and blatant lies 
that have been debunked 
time and again by genu-
ine scholars of Gandhi 
and Indian history. What 
these young people had 
clearly overlooked in 
their glee was that, what-
ever their gripes against 
Gandhi may have been, 
they had, in fact, cheered 
for violence and murder! 
As one of the other stu-
dents who did not con-
done the applause asked 
in consternation, “Sure 
you can disagree with 
Gandhi, but applauding 
and cheering his murder? 
How does that make you 
different from those who 
killed him?” Also read: 
What Freedom Meant for 
Gandhi Children and 
teenagers are often the 
‘canary in the mine’. Be-
ing the most vulnerable 
and impressionable, they 
are often the first to 
reflect.a deep shisiety. 
When 14 year olds start 
openly applauding mur-
der, it is time to ask our-
selves, is this the India 
we want our children and 
grandchildren to grow up 
in? And though the inci-
dent was deeply disturb-
ing, the reaction of many 
other students was heart-
ening. It showed there 
are many who still 
haven’t been corrupted or 
polluted by the ecosys-
tem of hate being built 
around us daily. It also 
showed there are still 
many schools and educa-
tors who are striving to 
be true to the spirit of the 
Constitution. And while 
schools – the conscien-
tious ones – can and do 
play a major role in help-
ing children grow up to 
become good.

The ‘Financial Wizards’ 
Of Social Media

Parliament is not in ses-
sion but there’s so much 
to be said. So let’s pull 
out the laptop and share 
a few thoughts on an 
issue that has always 
interested me: content 
creation. The Cen-
tral Consumer Protec-
tion Authority (CCPA) 
Chief Commissioner 
recently announced that 
the government is set to 
introduce guidelines to 
regulate social media 
influencers (including 
penal provisions to the 
tune of ₹ 50 lakh) for 
non-disclosure of finan-
cial ties with brands. 
Content creation on so-
cial media has become 
a legitimate industry 
with a growth estimate 
of 25% per year and is 
slated to be worth ₹ 
2,200 crore by 2025. As 
of January 2022, You-
Tube has more than 26 
crore monthly active 
users in India; 1,200 
of its creators have 
crossed the one million 
subscriber milestone. 
Instagram had a total 
of 23 crore users in In-
dia in January 2022, 
the largest Instagram 
audience in the world. 
Nearly two-thirds of the 
Indian population fol-
low an influencer. As an 
avid social media user 
myself, I was intrigued 
by the revenue model 
of this industry. I found 
that content creators get 
a share of the platform’s 
revenue. But more than 
70%-80% of a creator’s 
revenue comes from 
branded content. This 
revenue is determined 
by the number of fol-
lowers, type of content, 
genre, engagement rate 
and demographics. A 
micro-influencer (one 
who has 10,000 to 1 
lakh followers) can 
earn anywhere between 
₹ 10,000 to ₹ 30,000 
per Instagram post. 
This number increases 
to more than 4 lakh ru-
pees for mega influenc-
ers (more than 10 lakh 
followers). The area 
becomes murky when 
financial influencers, 
daily vloggers (people 
who record their daily 
chores) and people gen-
erally not qualified to 
tender financial advice 
promote financial prod-
ucts without full disclo-
sure of a brand collabo-
ration. Many first-time 
investors turn to the 
internet for financial ad-
vice to make easy mon-
ey with a single swipe. 
Influencers have filled 
the void created by un-
employment and lack of 
access to credit by pro-
moting a variety of fi-
nancial products on spe-
cific trading platforms, 
attracting very high 

returns. Nearly 70% of 
the new acquisition on 
stock trading platforms 
is under 30 years of age. 
There exist significant 
concerns around influ-
encer content: the fit-
ness and qualification 
of the person providing 
advice, the veracity of 
the information provid-
ed, the risk of potential 
scams and the risk ap-
petite of consumers of 
such content. In July 
2022, a crypto-trading 
platform which was 
heavily promoted by 
influencers suspended 
all its operations includ-
ing withdrawals and 
deposits, leaving 8 lakh 
patrons at a point of no 
return. In August 2022, 
India’s top two crypto 
platforms had all their 
assets frozen by the ED 
due to non-compliance. 
These platforms had 
been talked up by vari-
ous influencers in the 
garb of giving financial 
advice in good faith. 
A 2021 study from the 
Digital Marketing In-
stitute reports that 70 
percent of teens trust in-
fluencers more than tra-
ditional celebrities. 40 
per cent of Twitter users 
reported making a pur-
chase at the recommen-
dation of a tweet alone. 
In 2021, China held a 
consultation laying out 
detailed regulatory re-
quirements for online 
promotion of financial 
products. It included 
procedures to curb il-
legal financial product 
marketing, misleading 
advertisements and un-
fair competition. The 
norms dictate that in-
fluencers, at least, must 
have used the product 
first-hand and have 
documentation to prove 
it. The Financial Mar-
ket Authority (FMA) 
of New Zealand is-
sued a Guide to Talking 
About Money Online in 
January 2021. In March 
2022, Australian Secu-
rities and Investments 
Commission (ASIC) 
issued an information 
sheet (INFO 269) for 
social media influenc-
ers, explaining poten-
tial violations of the 
law and discouraging 
unlicensed finfluencers 
from creating finance-
focused posts. In May 
2021, the Advertising 
Standards Council of 
India (“ASCI”), a self-
regulatory body, re-
leased the “Guidelines 
for Influencer Advertis-
ing in Digital Media” 
to enable consumers to 
identify when influenc-
ers are deriving some 
benefit for promoting a 
product. The said guide-
lines do not have the 
force of law.
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When Rabbits Are Impressed 
by the ‘Simplicity’ of the Wolf

Some eminent Muslims 
recently met Mohan Bhag-
wat, chief of the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS). Their eminence has 
a lot to do with the high po-
sitions some of them held 
in the state apparatus – one 
is a former chief election 
commissioner, another a 
former lieutenant governor 
of Delhi, a third a deputy 
chief of the army. Chinese 
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they met is also eminent, 
though he does not hold any 
office in the government. 
He heads an organisation 
which is now running the 
Indian state, through its 
members like Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and oth-
ers. Last week, the eminent 
Muslims provided some 
information about their 
meeting with Bhagwat. 
Through newspaper articles 
and video interviews, they 
went to town explaining the 
significance of the visit and 
why they thought it neces-
sary to engage with him. 
Curiously, the eminent per-
son they visited didn’t feel 
it necessary to say a word 
about this meeting. As an 
aide explained, “All kinds 
of people come to see him”. 
In other words, this interac-
tion was one such meeting 
and should not be read into 
much. This itself explains 
who was more eager to 
meet whom. Watch: ‘RSS 
Chief Accepts We Are In-
dian Muslims, Not Hindu 
Muslims; Next We’ll Meet 
Modi’ The eminent Mus-
lims informed the media 
that their conversation with 
the RSS supremo was very 
positive. Bhagwat listened 
to them silently, without 
any interruption. His at-
tention convinced them 
that he was really serious 
about their words. Why, he 
even laughed on one occa-
sion when, apparently, they 
explained why Muslims 
cannot procreate in large 
numbers – a charge often 
levelled against the com-
munity by the RSS – with 
the collective aim of out-
numbering Hindus. Bhag-
wat’s laughter meant that 
he had noted this important 
point too. So, what does this 
mean? From tomorrow, will 
the RSS will stop telling 
Hindus that Muslims are 
conspiring to expand their 
population? Will each Mus-
lim born should not be seen 
as a threat to Hindus? But 
first things first. Bhagwat’s 
visitors were greatly im-
pressed by the fact that the 
room of the Sangh pramukh 
was very simple. He was 
also very punctual. That his 
simplicity and punctuality 
were extraordinary to them 
shows how these qualities 
have become rare in their 
and our lives. On the other 
hand, it also tells you that 
by possessing the qualities 
of simplicity, discipline, 
humility, and so on, you 
can get a license to propa-

gate the ideology of hate. 
Gandhi, who also lived a 
punctual and simple life, 
was not at all confused by 
the simplicity and discipline 
demonstrated in the shakhas 
of the RSS. Discipline was 
also a virtue of the Nazis, 
he warned his friends. This 
meeting has been treated 
as a major event, possibly 
because the visitors to the 
chief of an Islamophobic 
organisation happen to be 
Muslims, but more so be-
cause they are former bu-
reaucrats, army officers and 
journalists. Their eminence 
made this meeting impor-
tant. They have worked 
in decisive positions for 
the Indian state. Did the 
delegation know that this 
very eminence is seen as a 
threat by the RSS and did 
they raise this matter with 
Bhagwat? The report adopt-
ed in March, 2022, by the 
Akhil Bharatiya Pratinidhi 
Sabha – the Sangh’s high-
est decision-making body 
– expressed concern over 
a sinister conspiracy by a 
‘particular community’ to 
infiltrate the government 
machinery. Those who went 
to meet the RSS chief be-
long to that same ‘particular 
community’ that the Sangh 
was talking about, without 
taking its name. They are, in 
the eyes of the Sangh, early 
‘infiltrators’. And the RSS 
does not want more like 
them in the state machinery. 
The Sangh’s report is ex-
actly what Sudarshan News 
had claimed two years 
ago. It accused Muslims of 
‘UPSC jihad’, ‘job jihad’ 
and also ‘education jihad’. 
Muslims are conspiring to 
infiltrate the government 
machinery by cornering 
government jobs – this is the 
poison the channel tried to 
spread before the Supreme 
Court, in September, 2020, 
ordered it to stop. Also read: 
‘Thook Jihad’ Is the Latest 
Weapon in Hindutva’s Ar-
senal of Islamophobia Yet, 
a year-and-a-half later, the 
RSS, in a formal written 
report, repeats this bogus 
charge. The Sangh objects 
to the creation of a Mus-
lim middle-class because 
middle-classes can be vo-
cal and will speak on behalf 
of not just themselves, but 
the wider society, too. The 
Sangh does not want Mus-
lims to reach decision-mak-
ing positions in Indian soci-
ety. They should, instead, be 
subordinate to Hindus and 
live their lives according to 
the wishes of the RSS. If the 
RSS has its way, Muslims 
will not be allowed emi-
nence. Had the RSS been 
as powerful a few decades 
ago as they are now, the five 
eminent Muslims who met 
Bhagwat would never have 
been allowed to reach the 
positions they did in the first 
place. We don’t know if this 
theme ever came up in the 
discussion. But we are told 
that this was only the begin-
ning of a process. So, hope-
fully in their next meeting, 
the five will consider re-
questing the RSS to with-
draw their report. We have 
been told that the Sangh 
chief is upset that Muslims 
call Hindus ‘kafirs’. In my 

long life – and I have been 
brought up in a Muslim 
locality – I do not remem-
ber any Muslim calling me 
a kafir. On the contrary, 
many Muslims remember 
the innumerable derogatory 
words that have been and 
are being used for them in 
schools, on the street, in of-
fices. I don’t know whether 
this delegation complained 
about why Muslims are 
addressed like this. Or did 
the RSS chief laugh when 
it was, if at all, mentioned? 
Hindus feel bad that Mus-
lims eat beef, Bhagwat ap-
parently told his visitors. 
The team agreed and said 
that Muslims could avail 
of other sources of protein. 
They said that already in 
many states, laws against 
cow slaughter are in force 
and Muslims should respect 
the sentiments of Hindus 
and follow the law. One 
wonders if they asked why 
the Sangh and the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) do 
not open their mouths on 
the consumption of beef in 
states like Kerala, Goa and 
Nagaland. It is clear from 
this that the Sangh’s love of 
the cow is only an excuse to 
spread hatred against Mus-
lims and justify violence. 
Besides, it is not Muslims 
alone who eat beef. There 
are numerous communi-
ties in the Hindu fold who 
do so too. The RSS knows 
that now, it is very difficult 
to act like Hitler. The idea 
of a ‘Final Solution’ may be 
attractive, but it is impracti-
cal and costly. The best and 
cheapest solution is to turn 
Muslims into second-class 
citizens forever. I remem-
ber a remark by an RSS 
intellectual in a TV discus-
sion a few years back. The 
occasion was Muharram. 
We were talking after an 
incident in Delhi in which 
Muslims were prevented 
from bringing a Tazia to the 
square of a locality in Delhi. 
The RSS intellectual said, in 
a very humble manner, that 
Muslims would have free-
dom in India but with some 
restrictions. As long as they 
stay within that limit, they 
will have no problem. The 
RSS knows Germany’s 
model can’t be repeated. 
It is better to turn Muslims 
and Christians into perma-
nently subjugated popula-
tions, who agree to live ac-
cording to the way of life 
prescribed by the Sangh. 
If they want to ensure that 
hot-headed organisations 
like the Vishwa Hindu Pari-
shad or Bajrang Dal don’t 
use violence against them, 
Muslims should stop doing 
things that make Hindus 
run out of patience. We are 
told that the delegation has 
managed to get some assur-
ance that Muslims would 
not be lynched. One of its 
members has also accepted 
that India is a Hindu Rash-
tra. However, the problem 
before this delegation – and 
the RSS – is that majority 
of Muslims are still fight-
ing with all their resources 
to reclaim the republic. 
They have not given up 
on the idea of a secular In-
dia where they have equal 
rights.

With BBC Tax Raid, the Modi Cult Makes 
India the ‘Smother of Democracy’

Within an hour of a raid-
ing party from the In-
come Tax Office swoop-
ing down on the BBC’s 
premises in Delhi and 
Mumbai, the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
launched a boorish at-
tack on the British pub-
lic broadcaster. Chinese 
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official capacity as a na-
tional spokesperson of 
the BJP, Gaurav Bhatia 
described the BBC as 
‘bhrasht, bakwas corpo-
ration’ (corrupt, claptrap 
corporation) and listed a 
short – though very odd – 
inventory of its supposed 
misdeeds. Insulting Ma-
hatma Gandhi by say-
ing he “failed in his at-
tempt to liberate India in 
1946” is one of the three 
‘charges’ he levelled – 
though that is arguably 
more a statement of fact 
than an insult since India 
actually won its freedom 
only in 1947 . Other BJP 
leaders have accused the 
BBC of insulting the Su-
preme Court of India by 
producing a documentary 
reminding viewers about 
the questionable role Na-
rendra Modi played as 
chief minister of Guja-
rat during the 2002 anti-
Muslim riots. Since the 
unofficially made ‘of-
ficial’ claim is that the 
tax raid on the BBC has 
nothing to do with the 

Modi documentary, we 
must thank the BJP and 
its over-eager spokesper-
sons for connecting the 
dots. As it is, only a fool 
or an apologist for the 
government will try and 
pretend the Income Tax 
authorities just happened 
to stumble upon evidence 
of tax evasion by the 
BBC within a month of 
the documentary’s tele-
cast. Enough has been 
said and written about 
the Modi government’s 
ongoing attacks on media 
freedom and democracy 
but the latest offensive 
raises three noteworthy 
points. ‘Shared values’ 
with Xi, Putin, but it’s 
great doing business with 
ya The first is that West-
ern democracies which 
swear by press freedom 
and the importance of 
‘shared values’ are too 
busy looking for business 
deals and geopolitical 
props to care a farthing 
about what the Modi 
government is doing on 
the ground. The BBC 
is owned by the Brit-
ish people, and Modi’s 
attempts to strong-arm 
the Beeb ought to have 
drawn some kind of a 

public response from its 
government. Unfortu-
nately, Rishi Sunak was 
more interested in how 
Britain would benefit 
from Air India’s huge or-
der for aircraft from Air-
bus. The US and France, 
whose leaders spoke to 
Modi on the day he un-
leashed his taxmen, have 
no direct stake in the 
BBC but ought to know 
that the weapons being 
deployed against one me-
dia platform will eventu-
ally be deployed against 
others. Already, French 
correspondents in India 
are having a tough time 
getting their press visas 
processed and at least 
one US-based reporter 
was denied entry into In-
dia despite having valid 
papers. Yet Joe Biden 
and Emmanuel Macron 
remain as unconcerned 
about the state of me-
dia freedom in India as 
their British counterpart. 
That such a brazen attack 
on the BBC could come 
with just a fortnight to 
go before the G20 for-
eign ministers meet in 
India is an indication of 
how confident Modi feels 
about the West’s continu-

ing silence. Cross the 
Modi rekha at your peril 
Secondly, the tax raids 
are a reminder that while 
garden variety criticism 
may trigger retribution 
of some sort, questions 
about Modi’s personal 
reputation will invariably 
lead to the heavy guns 
being deployed. The first 
part of the BBC’s docu-
mentary was banned not 
because it insulted the 
Supreme Court (which 
it did not) but because it 
reminded the world about 
the shameful role the 
Great Leader played in 
2002. Incidentally, since 
the BJP loves to say the 
Supreme Court is the final 
word, this is what one of 
its benches said in 2004 
about Modi’s role as Gu-
jarat chief minister when 
more than a thousand in-
nocent people were killed 
on his watch: “The mod-
ern day ”Neros” were 
looking elsewhere when 
[the] Best Bakery and 
innocent children and 
helpless women were 
burning, and were prob-
ably deliberating [over] 
how the perpetrators of 
the crime can be saved or 
protected… Law and jus-
tice become flies in the 
hands of these ”wanton 
boys”. When fences start 
to swallow the crops, no 
scope will be left for the 
survival of law and order 
or truth and justice. Pub-
lic order as well as pub-
lic interest become mar-
tyrs and monuments.” 
[emphasis added] In 
2022, the Supreme Court 
merely decided there was 
insufficient evidence to 
charge Modi with con-

spiracy – as Zakia Jafri 
had urged in her peti-
tion – and not that he had 
behaved honourably or 
honestly as chief min-
ister in dealing with the 
anti-Muslim violence. 
The answer to that ques-
tion the court had already 
provided in 2004 and is 
now an indelible part of 
India’s political and judi-
cial history – that Modi’s 
priority was to protect 
the pogrom’s perpetra-
tors. Here’s the smell of 
blood still. To paraphrase 
Lady Macbeth, “All the 
perfumes of the G20 will 
not sweeten this little 
hand.” The BBC docu-
mentary reminded the 
world about the moral 
and political questions 
which still bedevil Modi 
not as an abstract history 
lesson but as a necessary 
backstory to the kind of 
anti-Muslim policies he 
has continued to pursue 
as PM. His government’s 
first response was apo-
plexy and abuse. Then 
came the ban, unconstitu-
tional though it was. And 
now the tax raid. Nor is 
this the final word. Simi-
larly, the opposition’s 
references to Modi’s 
nexus with controver-
sial businessman Gau-
tam Adani in parliament 
were expunged from the 
official record and BJP 
leaders telephoned edi-
tors at night to demand 
that media reports of the 
debate also expunge Mo-
di’s name. Many com-
plied. Those who didn’t 
are probably bracing 
themselves for the conse-
quences. Now that press 
freedom.

Why Upendra Kushwaha’s Criticism of Nitish 
Kumar as ‘Alliance Hopper’ Is Laughable

It is a classic case of 
the pot calling the kettle 
black. Lately, Upendra 
Kushwaha, the rebel 
Janata Dal (United) lead-
er, has sharpened his at-
tack on his own party’s 
leader and chief minister 
Nitish Kumar. His criti-
cism of Kumar has been 
to do with the fact that 
the latter is a “habitual 
alliance hopper”, refer-
ring to his joining hands 
with the Rashtriya Janata 
Dal (RJD) recently after 
snapping ties with the 
National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA). Chinese 
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observers in the state be-
lieve Kushwaha neither 
has the locus standi nor 
the credibility to speak 
about Kumar, given that 
Kushwaha’s political ca-
reer has also been marked 
by numerous instances 
of party-hopping. At the 
same time, there is no de-
nying the fact that Kumar 
has deservingly earned 
the sobriquet of being a 
‘Paltu Ram’, described 
otherwise as a ‘U-turn 
man’, due to his record of 
shifting political loyalties 
from time to time. Also 

read: Nitish Kumar Has 
Made Another U-Turn. 
Will His Decision Stick? 
But the problem with 
Kushwaha – who served 
as the Union minister of 
state for human resources 
development in the first 
Narendra Modi cabinet 
– is that he has changed 
his party loyalty so many 
times that it is difficult 
for anyone to keep a 
track of it. Due to this, he 
has been getting very lit-
tle attention even though 
he has been raising some 
genuine issues. Lack of 
credibility In this era of 
changing loyalty, Kumar 
is not the first politician 
in India to jump ship and 
join hands with other par-
ties/alliances. From the 
same Bihar, Ram Vilas 
Paswan of the Lok Jan-
shakti Party had done so 
many a time. Paswan was 
thus dubbed as mausam 
vagyanik (weathervane 
by Lalu Prasad Yadav to 
underline that he was ad-

ept at predicting the po-
litical environment and 
switching sides. There is 
no dearth of examples of 
politicians conveniently 
changing tack and shift-
ing loyalties. In fact, their 
numbers are ever-grow-
ing with the passage of 
time. The only difference 
in the case of Khushwaha 
is that he mostly hap-
pens to be on the wrong 
side while most join 
hands with winning par-
ties or alliances. Upendra 
Kushwaha. Photo: PTI 
For example, immedi-
ately after Kumar made a 
homecoming to the NDA 
on July 26, 2017, Kush-
waha, who was then the 
Union minister, opposed 
him vehemently. He went 
a step further to resign 
from the Union Cabinet 
just four months before 
the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. Since then, he has 
been living in the po-
litical wilderness, as his 
party, the Rashtriya Lok 

Samata Party (RLSP), 
could not win a single 
seat either in the 2019 
parliamentary elections 
or in the 2020 assembly 
polls. In 2019, he joined 
hands with RJD and 
Congress, which now 
have become the target 
of his criticism. In 2020, 
he along with Asaduddin 
Owaisi’s All India Ma-
jlis-E-Ittehadul Musli-
meen (AIMIM), Bahujan 
Samaj Party (BSP) and 
former Union minister 
Devendra Prasad Yadav’s 
outfit formed the Grand 
Secular Democratic al-
liance. While AIMIM 
and BSP won four and 
one seats respectively, 
RLSP drew blank. Also 
read: Upendra Kushwaha 
Announces Decision to 
Merge RLSP With JD(U) 
If there is one Koeri lead-
er in whom Nitish has 
invested the maximum, it 
is Kushwaha. He was the 
leader of the opposition 
in the Bihar assembly 
way back in 2004, when 
he was a first-time MLA. 
As the plan was to form a 
strong Luv-Kush alliance 
(Kurmi-Koeri) combina-
tion against Yadavs, Nit-
ish tried to promote the 
young Kushwaha. The 
latter, however, lost the 
assembly election from 
his own constituency in 
2005 though the JD(U) 
and BJP won the elec-
tions convincingly and 
the NDA came to power 

on November 24 that 
year. Kushwaha quit the 
party and held Nitish re-
sponsible for his defeat. 
He then joined the Na-
tionalist Congress Party 
in 2006 and became its 
state unit chief. Nitish 
sent Kushwaha to the 
Rajya Sabha in 2010, but 
the latter left in 2013 to 
float the RLSP. In 2021, 
he was made the parlia-
mentary board chairman 
and MLC of the Janata 
Dal (United). BJP not 
keen on inducting Kush-
waha Because of his past 
record, Kushwaha is not 
trusted by any party. 
Even a BJP spokesman, 
in a recent panel discus-
sion on a television chan-
nel, made it amply clear 
that Kushwaha can come 
over to the saffron camp 
but will have to main-
tain discipline. Instead 
of rushing to welcome 
Kushwaha, the BJP is just 
using him to keep the pot 
boiling within the JD(U). 
This is in total contrast to 
the position the BJP had 
taken in the case of Ram 
Vilas Paswan. When in 
the last week of Febru-
ary 2014, he suddenly 
announced that his LJP 
has no problem joining 
the National Democratic 
Alliance, the BJP 
immeiately threw i t s 
door wide open and at-
tached no condition on 
his entry. The central 
leadership.
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Deadliest Natural Disaster In Turkey’s History 
As Quake Deaths Top 41,000

Istanbul: The death toll 
from the earthquake that 
has devastated parts of 
Turkey and Syria ex-
ceeded 41,000 on Friday 
as the United Nations 
appealed for $1 billion 
to address a growing hu-
manitarian crisis. Eleven 
days after the quake -- 
now one of the 10 deadli-
est in the past 100 years 
-- Turkish rescuers pulled 
a 17-year-old girl and a 

woman in her 20s out of 
the rubble. “She looked 
to be in good health. She 
opened and closed her 
eyes,” coal miner Ali 
Akdogan said after par-
ticipating in the rescue of 
Aleyna Olmez in Kahra-
manmaras, a city near the 
quake’s epicentre. But 
hopes of finding survi-
vors have largely faded. 
Many in the affected 
zones are facing a dire 

emergency as they try 
to pick up the pieces in 
freezing conditions, with-
out food, water and toi-
lets -- raising the spectre 
of further disaster from 
diseases. “The needs are 
enormous, people are 
suffering and there’s no 
time to lose,” said UN 
Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres in a state-
ment, calling for funds to 
help the victims. He said 
the contributions would 
provide humanitarian re-
lief for three months to 
5.2 million people. The 
money would “allow aid 
organizations to rapidly 
scale up vital support,” 
including in the areas 
of food security, protec-
tion, education, water 
and shelter, he added. 
“I urge the international 
community to step up 
and fully fund this criti-
cal effort in response to 
one of the biggest natural 
disasters of our times.” 

By Day 3 ‘She was dead’ 
Officials and medics said 
38,044 people had died 
in Turkey and 3,688 in 
Syria from the Febru-
ary 6 tremor, bringing 
the confirmed total to 
41,732. The quake -- in 
one of the world’s most 
active earthquake zones 
-- hit populated areas 
as many were asleep in 
houses that had not been 
built to resist such pow-
erful ground vibrations. 
Turkey’s President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan has 
pushed back hard against 
accusations that his gov-
ernment floundered in its 
response to the country’s 
deadliest natural disas-
ter of modern times. For 
every miraculous tale of 
survival, there are sto-
ries of dashed hopes of 
saving loved ones who 
slowly died in the rub-
ble. Hasan Irmak saw 
five family members -- 
including his six-year-

old daughter Belinda 
-- buried under his flat-
tened house in the Syr-
ian border region town 
of Samandag. “She was 
alive for two days,” the 
57-year-old said of his 
daughter. “I was talking 
to her in the ruins. Then 
she lost all her energy. 
On the third day, she was 
dead. Help arrived on the 
fourth.” Turkey has sus-
pended rescue operations 
in some regions, and the 
government in war-torn 
Syria has done the same 
in areas under its control. 
The Red Cross on Thurs-
day more than tripled its 
emergency funding ap-
peal to over $700 mil-
lion. The situation in reb-
el-held northwest Syria 
is particularly dire, with 
aid slow to arrive in the 
region ravaged by years 
of conflict. “There is no 
electricity, no water, no 
sanitation,

Fresh Earthquake of 5.4 
Magnitude Jolts North West Syria

DAMASCUS: A magni-
tude 5.4 earthquake jolt-
ed the province of Idlib 
in northwestern Syria on 
Thursday night, the Syr-
ian National Earthquake 
Center reported. The 
earthquake, which struck 
at 10:47 p.m. local time, 
has a depth of 18.8 km. 
Its epicenter was 61 km 
from the city of Idlib, the 
capital of the namesake 
province. The earthquake 
could be felt in the Syr-
ian capital Damascus and 
the northern province of 
Aleppo, Xinhua news 
agency reported. Another 
magnitude 3.4 earthquake 
hit the northwestern 
coastal province of Lata-
kia at 11:17 p.m. local 
time. With a depth of 46 
km, the second quake`s 
epicenter is 50 km from 
Latakia, the capital of the 
namesake province. Lo-
cal people in the coastal 
province saw dust falling 
from walls in their build-
ings and ran out to the 
streets in panic, witnesses 

told the news agency by 
phone. People in many 
Syrian areas took to the 
streets after the tremors, 
the Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights report-
ed. Northern Syria was 
hit hard by the magnitude 
7.7 and 7.6 earthquakes 
centered in southeastern 
Turkey on February 6. 
The Syrian Health Min-
istry announced on Tues-
day that the final death 
toll from the earthquake 

that hit Syria stands at 
1,414, while the number 
of injured people reached 
2,357. The ministry`s 
count of quake casualties 
only includes the quake-
hit areas under govern-
ment control. Mean-
while, the latest statistics 
from the Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights 
showed that the quake 
killed about 7,000 people 
in Syria`s government- 
and rebel-held areas.

‘Propaganda Video, Shoddy Journalism...’: UK MP 
Blackman Slams BBC Documentary on PM Modi

New Delhi: Terming the 
BBC documentary on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi as a “propaganda vid-
eo” and a “disgraceful piece 
of shoddy journalism,” 
British MP Bob Blackman 
has said that it should never 
have been released and that 
it didn`t look at the “all-
important fact” that India`s 
Supreme Court investigated 
the claims against Narendra 
Modi in connection with the 
2002 riots and found that 
there is not a shred of evi-
dence to support them. In an 
interview with ANI, Black-
man also talked about the 
issue “around the review 
of the British Broadcasting 
Coropration`s (BBC) tax 
affairs” in the context of 
Income Tax department`s 
survey at its offices in In-
dia and said “this is noth-
ing new and has been going 
on for quite sometime”. He 
said there have been discus-
sions between the Income 
tax authorities in India and 
the BBC and the broad-
caster has to follow the rel-
evant rules and regulations. 

Blackman a member of rul-
ing Conservative and MP 
for Harrow East, said that 
as Chief Minister of Guja-
rat in 2002, Narendra Modi 
had done his best to try and 
appeal for calm during the 
riots. Blackman accused 
the BBC documentary of 
casting aspersions and said 
it is extremely regrettable 
because it would seem as 
if there was some sort of 
agenda of BBC to disrupt 
UK-India relations. “I think 
that`s a great shame.”Noting 
that the British government 
regards India as a strong 
friend, and a strong ally 
and the two countries were 
negotiating a trade deal, he 
said anything that disrupts 
the process is extremely 
regrettable. The British MP 
said the Indian government 
has done a remarkable job 
under PM Modi of trans-
forming the country`s econ-
omy and it is on track to be-
come the leading economy 
in the world. Blackman 
said the BBC video on PM 
Modi was “full of innuen-
dos” and it was produced 

by an external organisation 
and overseen by the British 
broadcaster. “The so-called 
documentary which is more 
of a propaganda video, if 
you like in a two-part se-
ries... (was) disgraceful 
piece of shoddy journalism 
with an attack on Narendra 
Modi, both in his time as 
Chief Minister of Gujarat 
and then his time as Prime 
Minister....(was) complete-
ly full of innuendos,” the 
British MP said. “It should 
never have been broad-
cast by the BBC because 
the BBC has a worldwide 
reputation. People think, oh 
my goodness, this must be 
true. But, it was produced 

by an external organisation, 
overseen by the BBC....it 
(documentary) is far from 
the truth... it actually did 
not look in detail into the 
causes for the Gujarat riots 
20 years ago and it certainly 
didn`t look at the all impor-
tant fact that the Supreme 
Court thoroughly investi-
gated all the claims against 
Narendra Modi and found 
that not a shred of evidence 
to support them,” he added. 
Bob Blackman has been the 
Conservative Member of 
Parliament for Harrow East 
since 2010. He was Greater 
London Assembly member 
for Brent and Harrow for 
four years, after ousting the 

Labour Leader on the GLA 
in June 2004. According to 
his website, Blackman was 
also a Councillor for the 
Preston Ward in Brent for 
24 years, serving as leader 
of the Brent Conservatives 
from 1990 to 2010, before 
stepping down in order to 
stand as the Conservative 
candidate for Harrow East. 
The UK MP said that as 
Chief Minister of Gujarat 
in 2002, Narendra Modi 
had looked to additional 
police resources, not only 
within Gujarat but beyond 
and eventually had called 
in the army to help quell the 
riots. “They showed a film 
of him making appeals for 
calm and encouraging peo-
ple to not to riot.... (they) 
put a whole series of differ-
ent montages together with 
different people... I don`t 
know people involved but 
it was clear they had an axe 
to grind against Narendra 
Modi,” Blackman said. The 
central government had last 
month issued directions for 
blocking YouTube videos 
and Twitter posts.

‘Bad Manners to Talk About...’: Fiji 
PM on Discussions About China

Suva: Noting that he 
discussed bilateral coop-
eration during his meet-
ing with External Af-
fairs S Jaishankar, Fiji 
Prime Minister Sitiveni 
Ligamamada Rabuka 
on Thursday indicated 
that China did not figure 
in the meeting and they 
thought it was “bad man-
ners to talk about some-
body who is not in the 
building”.” We thought it 
was bad manners to talk 
about somebody who is 
not in the building. We 
spoke about our own co-
operation and we`re very 

fortunate to have such 
great power and econ-
omy talking to us,” Ra-
buka said. He was asked 
if China was discussed 
in the talks between Jais-
hankar and him. During 
a media statement with 
Jaishankar in Suva on 
Thursday, Rabuka called 
India Fiji`s “special 
and trusted friend.” He 
stressed that India and 
Fiji have built a “robust 
multifaceted partnership” 
which covers coopera-
tion in all major sectors 
of nation-building. “I`m 
pleased to say that India 

will always be a special 
friend and trusted partner 
to Fiji,” Sitiveni Rabuka 
said. “Together we`ve 
built a robust multifacet-
ed partnership that covers 
cooperation in all major 
areas of nation-building. 
India has stood by us 
in times of great need. 
We`re grateful to the 
Government of India for 
supporting us through the 
provision of life-saving 
vaccines and humanitar-
ian assistance,” he added. 
Sitiveni Rabuka appreci-
ated PM Modi and the 
Indian government for 
their support in co-host-
ing the 12th World Hindi 
conference in Fiji. “Fiji 
appreciates India`s com-
mitment towards the de-
velopment of our pacific 
region through collective 
priorities. We are more 
resolved now than ever 
to build a strong and sus-
tainable future for fami-
lies in Fiji, the Pacific 
and beyond,” he said.

Pakistan: Christians Facing Shortage of Graveyards, 
Forced to Bury 5 to 10 Bodies in Single Grave

Joe Biden, 80, Declared Medically “Fit” 
Ahead Of 2024 Presidential Polls

Washington: President 
Joe Biden was declared 
“fit for duty” by his doctor 
Thursday after the final 
annual medical check-up 
before he is expected to 
declare he’s running for 
re-election in 2024, when 
he will be 82. The keen-
ly awaited report after 
extensive testing found 
some relatively minor is-
sues, but said Biden was 
clear of serious physical 
and neurological prob-
lems. “President Biden 
remains a healthy, vig-
orous, 80-year-old male, 
who is fit to successfully 
execute the duties of the 
Presidency, to include 
those of as Chief Execu-
tive, Head of State and 
Commander in Chief,” 
Biden’s physician, Kevin 
O’Connor, said in a letter 
published by the White 
House. “The President 
remains fit for duty, and 
fully executes all of his 
responsibilities without 
any exemptions or ac-
commodations.” Biden, 
the oldest person ever to 

be US president, spent 
the morning completing 
a series of tests that he 
began last year at Walter 
Reed National Military 
Medical Center, a com-
plex in the Washington 
suburbs with a presiden-
tial facility. He has not 
declared a reelection bid 
but is widely expected to 
do so soon, with the cam-
paign starting to heat up. 
On the Republican side, 
so far the frontrunner is 
former president Donald 
Trump, whom Biden beat 
in the tumultuous 2020 

election. Biden is likely 
to run on his heavyweight 
political record after two 
years in which he steered 
the country past the Co-
vid pandemic, ended 
the US war in Afghani-
stan and rallied Western 
countries opposing Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
However, questions 
around his age and con-
stant Republican insinu-
ations that he is mentally 
incompetent will likely 
be a major through-line 
during the campaign.

Islamabad: Christian 
community is forced to 
burry five to 10 bodies 
in a single grave that is 
already filled with skel-
etons and bones as there 
are four graveyards for 
more than 70,000 Chris-
tians living in Peshawar 
and other cities of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, The 
News International re-
ported citing members, 
The News International 
reported. Augustin Ja-
cob, a representative of 
the Christian community 
in Peshawar, said that 
old graves are being dug 
up and used for burying 
the dead. by Taboola-
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He said that no attention 
has been paid to this as-
pect due to the increased 
population rate, as per 
the news report. He said 
that there have been dis-

cussions with the gov-
ernment, however, the 
authority`s talk of giv-
ing land outside the city 
for graveyards could 
cause more issues for the 
Christian community.”If 
the administration gives 
us space, it is outside of 
Peshawar. It is difficult 
for people to survive in 
these economic condi-
tions and it is also diffi-
cult to bear the expenses 
incurred on the burial of 
a dead,” The News Inter-
national quoted Augustin 
Jacob as saying. Jacob 
said that the Christian 
community needs a place 
in the city where people 
can reach easily. He said 
most of the Christians 
living in the region be-
long to the working class 
and cannot afford to pur-
chase land for the new 
graveyard, as per The 
News International re-
port. Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa allocated Pakistani 
Rupees (PKR) 75 million 
for the construction of 

five cremation grounds 
for the Hindu community 
and the creation of seven 
graveyards for Christians 
in March 2019, as per 
the news report. Officials 
said that PKR 24 mil-
lion has been allocated 
for building five crema-
tion grounds and PKR 
51 million have been 
set aside for purchasing 
land for seven Christian 
graveyards.The purchase 
of four kanal land for cre-
mation grounds in Pesha-
war and two-kanal each 
in Hangu, Bannu, Dera 
Ismail Khan and Now 

Shera districts of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa have 
been approved by the 
concerned department, 
The News International 
reported citing officials. 
According to officials, 
the purchase of six kanal 
of land for Christian 
graveyard in Peshawar, 
five kanal each in Mar-
dan, Kohat, Swabi and 
Lower Dir and four kanal 
each in Swat and Now-
shera districts have been 
approved by the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment.Alaica Khan, a so-
cial activist from Pesha-

war, said the government 
had allotted land for the 
graveyard, as per the 
news report. However, 
local Muslim community 
is not allowing them to 
construct a graveyard. 
Khan called on the gov-
ernment to take urgent 
action as they are forced 
to bury dead in old 
graves.”We ask for other 
land and urgent actions 
because we are forced 
to bury our dead in old 
graves,
” The News International 
quoted Alaica Khan as 
saying. Former advisor 
to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
chief minister on minori-
ties Ravi Kumar said the 
KP Department for Reli-
gious Affairs and minori-
ties had procured land 
for a Christian graveyard 
and a cremation ground 
for Hindus in 2020 in 
Budu Samar Bagh region 
in Peshawar. Ravi Kumar 
said that the provincial 
department has asked the 
Peshawar.
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Paytm Payments Bank get support for 
UPI Lite: Here’s what that means for you

Paytm Payments Bank 
has rolled out a new func-
tionality in its app that is 
aimed at making smaller 
transactions easier and 
faster. The company has 
announced that it has en-
abled NPCI’s (National 
Payments Corporation of 
India) UPI Lite function-
ality on its platform. Also 
Read - Poco C55 entry-
level phone confirmed 
to launch soon in India 
Availability of UPI Lite 

functionality will enable 
Paytm users to do instant 
transactions of up to Rs 
200 without providing 
several rounds of approv-
al and going through the 
hassle of entering a PIN. 
With UPI Lite, Paytm us-
ers can add a maximum 
of Rs 2,000 twice in a 
day to their UPI Lite wal-
lets, making the cumula-
tive daily usage up to Rs 
4,000. Also Read - New 
Vivo Y56 5G with An-

droid 13, 5000mAh bat-
tery now available in In-
dia “We are very excited 
to launch UPI LITE on 
Paytm Payments Bank. 
UPI LITE provides us-
ers a faster, secure, and 
seamless low-value 
transaction experience. 
With more than 50% 
of transactions through 
UPI below ₹200, UPI 
LITE will successfully 
provide a distributed 
way of authorising low 
value transactions, mov-
ing them away from core 
banking,” Praveena Rai, 
COO, NPCI, said on the 
occasion. As far as avail-
ability is concerned, Pay-
tm said that UPI Lite is 
available on Paytm App 
for all beta users on An-
droid. There is no word 
on when the feature will 
be available in Paytm’s 
iOS app. What is UPI 
Lite NPCI rolled out UPI 
Lite last year in a bid to 
make smaller transac-
tions easier and faster. It 

enables users to perform 
smaller transactions up to 
Rs 200 in value with an 
on-device wallet without 
using a PIN, which is un-
like other transactions 
online. It benefits include 
providing one-click sin-
gle factor authentication 
for UPI transactions, 
less infrastructure load 
on the bank, higher suc-
cess rate of UPI trans-
actions and uncluttered 
passbook for users. At 
the time of launch, UPI 
Lite was available only 
in NPCI’s BHIM app. 
Over the time, other 
banks, including the Ca-
nara Bank, HDFC Bank, 
Indian Bank, Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank, Punjab Na-
tional Bank, State Bank 
of India, Union Bank of 
India, and Utkarsh Small 
Finance Bank rolled out 
the feature for its users. 
Now, Paytm Payments 
Bank is the latest one to 
roll out the functionality 
for its users.

What Programming Languages Are 
Used For Game Development?

The gaming industry 
is one of the fastest-
growing industries in 
the world. This industry 
was valued at $173.7 
billion in 2020 and it is 
expected that by 2026, 
the gaming market will 
reach a value of $314.4 
billion. Behind every 
game out there, there is 
a huge pile of codes that 
make it possible for the 
users to play the game 
seamlessly. To develop 
a game, game develop-
ers have to use different 
programming languages 
and then gather all differ-
ent codes to create a full-
fledged game. There are 
different programming 
languages available and 
the choice of program-
ming language to be used 
for game development 
depends on different fac-
tors including what type 
of game it is, for which 
platform the game is be-
ing built, and the extent 

of interactivity. With that 
being said, let’s have a 
look at some of the major 
programming languages 
for game development: 
C++ C++ is one of the 
most commonly and pop-
ularly used programming 
languages among game 
developers. The ben-
efit of C++ is that it pro-
vides direct control over 
hardware and graphical 
processes due to a high 
abstraction level for 
both fine object-oriented 
programming and ge-
neric programming. In 
addition to this, C++ also 
allows very high-level 
optimization of special, 
which is something that 
is not achievable with 
other programming lan-
guages. C++ is mostly 
used for the development 
of consoles and Windows 
games. Notable mentions 
include Counter-Strike, 
Starcraft, Master of 
Orion III, etc. Java Java 

is a rich and versatile 
programming language 
that consists of a huge 
amount of open-source 
material. Generally, Java 
is used for the develop-
ment of mobile games 
mostly since it is user-
friendly, easy to use, be-
ginner-friendly, and has a 
lot of open-source mate-
rial available. If we com-
pare C++ with Java then 
we find out that writing, 
debugging, learning, & 
compiling are much easi-
er in Java than they are in 
C++. Games like Mine-
craft, FIFA 11, Mission 
Impossible III, etc have 

been developed using 
Java. Java is widely used 
language to develop both 
games and software ap-
plications. Applications 
such as GBWhatsApp 
is built using Erlang on 
server side and Java at 
client-side which can be 
installed on your Android 
phone through GetApps. 
HTML5 For the develop-
ment of cross-platform 
and cross-browser apps 
& games, the program-
ming language of choice 
is HTML5. HTML5 is a 
relatively easy language 
to code in and it can also 
be interchangeably.

Nothing Phone (1) is now receiving 
stable Android 13 update

Nothing Phone (1) users 
can finally relieve as the 
company has started rolling 
out the stable Android 13 
updates to the device. This 
comes a month after the 
company rolled out the last 
beta update to the device. 
Also Read - Google releas-
es Privacy Sandbox Beta 
on Android 13 devices for 
ad-tracking Stable Android 
13 update is finally reach-
ing the Nothing Phone (1) 
Nothing has started rolling 
out the Nothing OS v1.5 to 
the Phone (1). The newest 
update is based on the An-
droid 13 OS. This is a stable 
update that also packs a re-
cent security patch – Janu-
ary 2023. This isn’t the lat-
est, though, as Google Pixel 
devices are already getting 
the February 2023 security 
patch. Also Read - Valen-
tine’s Day offers: Nothing 
Phone (1), Ear (stick) avail-
able on huge discount Noth-
ing Phone 1 update change-
logAlso Read - Xiaomi 12 
Pro gets MIUI 14 in India, 
but your device may not 

get it right away Nonethe-
less, the update brings quite 
a few changes. The update 
appears to also offer im-
proved battery life improve-
ment. The update carries a 
size of 157MB and it brings 
changes to the weather app, 
offers a new Glyph sound-
pack, more color schemes, 
and a new collection of 
wallpapers. The update 
also brings improvement 
to system performance. 
Quicker app startup speeds, 
improved fingerprint un-
lock accuracy, and better 
system stability are among 
the performance improve-
ments. Note that Nothing 
is yet to confirm the roll-
out schedule of the update. 

But as per a Reddit screen-
shot, the update is reaching 
Phone (1) users slowly. That 
said, your Phone (1) may 
receive it soon if not imme-
diately. The Phone (1) was 
launched last year in June 
with a 6.55-inch OLED dis-
play. The screen has FHD+ 
resolution and a 120Hz re-
fresh rate. It has Corning 
Gorilla Glass 5 protection. 
The device is powered by 
Qualcomm’s Snapdragon 
778G SoC paired with up to 
12GB of RAM and 256GB 
of storage. It features a du-
al-rear camera system with 
a 50MP main lens and a 
50MP ultra-wide sensor. It 
also has a 16MP selfie snap-
per. It packs a 4,500mAh.

Instagram ‘Broadcast Channels’ start rolling out, 
Facebook and Messenger to get Channels soon

Meta CEO Mark Zuck-
erberg announced 
‘broadcast channels’ on 
Instagram. Broadcast 
Channels are Telegram-
like channels that allow 
you to share important 
information with your 
followers. Also Read - 
How to disable replies for 
Instagram Stories Meta is 
currently testing the fea-
ture with select creators 
in the US and will bring it 
to others soon. Following 
this, Channels will also 
reach other Meta-owned 
apps such as Facebook 
and Messenger. Also 
Read - How to hide your 
Instagram activity sta-
tus on Android and iOS 
Instagram Broadcast 
Channels are nothing but 
Telegram channels Meta 
published a blogpost on 
Thursday announcing the 
new Broadcast Channels 
for Instagram. Broadcast 

Channels are for creators 
and accounts that want to 
share information with 
their followers. Also 
Read - Meta restores 
Donald Trump’s access 
to Facebook, Instagram 
after 2-year suspension 
To demo it, Mark Zuke-
rberg himself created a 
Channel on Instagram. 
Instagram Broadcast 
Channels lets you share 
information in text, pho-

tos, videos, and even in 
voice notes. Those who 
have joined the channel 
can react to the infor-
mation shared, but they 
can’t reply or respond. 
Furthermore, ‘Broadcast 
Channel’ creator can also 
post polls, where people 
can vote. This will be 
helpful, for say, sing-
ers or bands that want 
to choose the next city 
for their concert. This 

sounds exactly like Tele-
gram Channels. How-
ever, Instagram is a full-
fledged social media app, 
unlike Telegram. On In-
stagram, if you follow a 
creator and he creates his 
first channel, you will re-
ceive a one-time notifica-
tion that will let you join 
his/her channel. Then, 
you can join the chan-
nel to get all updates. If 

you aren’t interested, you 
don’t necessarily need 
to join the channel, but 
you won’t receive any 
updates from the creator 
in the channel and you 
can’t react to the infor-
mation shared. “Once 
a creator gets access to 
broadcast channels and 
sends the first message 
from their Instagram in-
box, their followers will 
receive a one-time noti-
fication to join the chan-
nel. Anyone can discover 
the broadcast channel 
and view the content, but 
only followers who join 
the channel will receive 
notifications whenever 
there are updates,” noted 
Meta’s blogpost. As said 
above, the feature will 
soon reach more users in 
the coming months. The 
feature will then arrive 
on Facebook and Mes-
senger.

How Bitcoin, Ether Are Making a 
Comeback Along With a Bonk

Bitcoin is on the charge in 
2023, dragging the crypto 
market off the floor and 
electrifying bonk, a new 
meme coin. The number 1 
cryptocurrency has clocked 
a 26 percent gain in Janu-
ary, leaping 22 percent in 
the past week alone, break-
ing back above the $20,000 
(roughly Rs. 16,35,300) lev-
el and putting in on course 
for its best month since 
October 2021 - just before 
the Big Crypto Crash. Ether 
has also risen, by 29 percent 
this year, helping drive the 
value of the overall global 
cryptocurrency market 
above $1 trillion (roughly 
Rs. 81,76,700 crore), ac-
cording to CoinGecko. “Af-
ter a rough year last year 
for cryptos, we are seeing 
a form of mean reversion,” 
said Jake Gordon, analyst at 
Bespoke Investment Group, 
referring to the theory of as-
set prices returning to long-

term averages. Shiba Inu 
Team to Launch Layer-2 
Shibarium Blockchain Pro-
tocols: Details Researchers 
said investor bets on a ros-
ier macroeconomic picture 
were driving a jump in risk-
ier assets across the board. 
Few crypto tokens have 
benefited more than bonk, 
which was launched at the 
end of December on the 
Solana blockchain and had 
rocketed 5,000 percent by 
early January. It has since 
fallen back, though remains 
up 910 percent since the 
start of the year. It is the 
latest entrant to the hyper-
volatile world of meme 
coins, cryptocurrencies in-
spired by online memes and 
jokes, and is modeled after 
the same grinning Shiba Inu 
dog as dogecoin - which 
itself was catapulted to 
fame by Elon Musk tweets. 
Ethereum Set to Undergo 
Shanghai Update in March, 

Here’s What It Means 
Bonk’s a puppy, though. 
Even at its peak it was worth 
just $0.000004873759 with 
a market capitalisation of 
about $205 million (rough-
ly Rs. 1,675 crore). Other 
meme tokens are also up, 
with dogecoin and Shiba 
Inu up 19 percent and 27 
percent respectively in 
2023. But buyers beware. 
“Investors need to be es-
pecially cautious when it 
comes to coins like doge, 
Shiba Inu and bonk,” said 
Les Borsai, co-founder of 
digital assets services firm 
Wave Financial. “They fall 
just as hard as they surge.” 
Nonetheless, some market 
players pointed to the rela-
tive cheapness of these to-
kens - doge is worth .about 
eight cents - as a reason 
why speculators.
wwere willing to place bets 
on them. “Meme coins be-
long to crypto, it’s part of 
the culture,” said Martin 
Leinweber, digital assets 
product specialist at Mar-
ketVector Indexes. “It just 
takes a few lines of codes to 
create a meme token and if 
you have a community for 
it, people love that.” Ru-
mours of sol’s death exag-
gerated Bonk is a meme 
coin with a mission. It was 
created, in part,

Amazon, Google, Zomato, more get RBI nod to 
work as payment aggregators in India

The Reserve Bank of In-
dia has shared a list of 
54 companies that have 
been permitted to operate 
as payment aggregators 
or PAs in India. The list 
includes companies such 
as Google India Digital 
Services Private Limited 
that offers Google Pay, 
Google India Digital Ser-
vices Private Limited that 
operates Amazon Pay, 
Razorpay Software Pri-
vate Limited that oper-
ates Razorpay, Reliance 
Payment Solutions Lim-
ited, and PhonePe Private 
Limited to name a few. 
Also Read - Samsung 
Galaxy S23 FE likely to 
launch in 2023: All you 
need to know The list 
also includes names such 
as Freecharge Payment 
Technologies Private 
Limited that operates the 
Freecharge app, PayTM 
Payments Services Lim-
ited that operates Paytm 
and PayU Payments 
Private Limited that op-
erates PayU, whose ap-
plications have been re-
turned and yet they have 
been allowed to continue 
providing their services 

as payment aggregators 
in the country. Also Read 
- Nothing Phone (1) is 
now receiving stable 
Android 13 update The 
apex bank while sharing 
the list said, “While the 
exercise of scrutiny of 
applications of PAs is an 
ongoing process, for the 
purpose of disseminating 
information and ensuring 
greater transparency, the 
list of entities who have 
submitted application to 

RBI seeking authorisa-
tion to act as online PAs 
under the PSS Act along 
with the current status 
of their application as 
on February 15, 2023, is 
published…” Also Read 
- Instagram ‘Broadcast 
Channels’ start rolling 
out, Facebook and Mes-
senger to get Channels 
soon The list shared by 
the Reserve Bank in-
cludes three tables. The 
first table includes the 

names of existing pay-
ment aggregators who 
can operate as Online 
Payment Aggregators in 
the country. This table 
includes a total of 54 
names. The second table 
includes the names of 
new payment aggregators 
who have been granted 
in-principle authorisation 
and whose application is 
currently under process. 
These companies can-
not operate as payment 

aggregators in India yet. 
It has 28 names. “All 
stakeholders are advised 
to transact with only 
those existing PAs (a) 
who have been granted 
in-principle authorisa-
tion or (b) whose appli-
cation is currently under 
process,” RBI wrote. The 
third table includes a list 
of 57 payment aggrega-
tors whose applications 
were returned or were 
withdrawn and hence 
they cannot operate as 
PAs in the country. This 
list includes names such 
as Ezetap Mobile Solu-
tions Private Limited, 
GoKwik Commerce So-
lutions Private Limited, 
Indian Railway Catering 
and Tourism Corpora-
tion Limited, and Ola 
Financial Services Pri-
vate Limited among oth-
ers. “Stakeholders may 
transact with new PAs 
only after these entities 
have received ‘authorisa-
tion’2 under Section 7 of 
the PSS Act from the Re-
serve Bank of India,” the 
apex bank added.
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MARS Mission: Blue Origin Awarded 
Contract by NASA for Red Planet Mission

New Delhi: Blue Origin, 
the private space company 
founded by billionaire Jeff 
Bezos, was awarded its 
first interplanetary NASA 
contract on Thursday to 
launch a mission next year 
to study the magnetic field 
around Mars, the U.S. space 
agency and company said. 
Plans call for Blue Origin’s 
recently developed New 

Glenn heavy-lift rocket to 
blast off with NASA’s du-
al-spacecraft ESCAPADE 
mission in late 2024 from 
the Cape Canaveral Space 
Force Station in Florida, 
the agency said. It will take 
the identical twin ESCA-
PADEs, short for Escape 
and Plasma Acceleration 
and Dynamics Explorers, 
about 11 months to reach 

Mars orbit, where they will 
capture data from the plan-
et’s magnetosphere and its 
interactions with solar ra-
diation. New Glenn, with a 
reusable first stage designed 
to be flown on at least 25 
missions, is named for pio-
neering NASA astronaut 
John Glenn, who became 
the first American to orbit 
Earth in 1962. by Taboola-
Sponsored LinksYou May 
Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Univer-
sity Elecrama 2023 – Pow-
ering the Future of Energy 
Elecrama.com Blue Origin 
has flown previous NASA 
missions with its smaller, 
suborbital New Shepard 
rocket, which can carry re-
search payloads on short, 
microgravity trips to the 
edge of space and back. But 
ESCAPADE gives Blue Or-
igin another line of business 

with a valuable government 
customer as Bezos’ rocket 
company begins to com-
pete with SpaceX, United 
Launch Alliance and other 
major players for flights 
to low-Earth orbit and be-
yond. Blue Origin, known 
for its astro-tourism busi-
ness for wealthy customers 
and celebrities, is one of 
13 firms NASA chose last 
year for its Venture-class 
Acquisition of Dedicated 
and Rideshare missions 
(VADR) program. VADR 
essentially is intended to 
spur private development 
of private space launch ve-
hicles by assigning lower-
cost NASA science mis-
sions to new rockets with an 
unproven record and higher 
chance of failure. In doing 
so, NASA takes on greater 
risk by using promising up-

start rocket services with 
whom commercial custom-
ers might be unwilling to 
fly initially. NASA says the 
maximum possible price for 
a launch under the VADR 
program is $300 million. 
The space agency declined 
to disclose the value of the 
ESCAPADE contract, call-
ing such information pro-
prietary. Blue Origin also 
declined to discuss financial 
details. Although ESCA-
PADE marks NASA’s first 
flight on New Glenn, that 
booster has been selected to 
carry payloads to orbit for 
three leading satellite op-
erators: Eutelsat, JSAT and 
Telesat, according to Blue 
Origin. The company also 
has said Amazon’s Project 
Kuiper satellite constella-
tion has chosen New Glenn 
for 12 launches.

KPMG To Lay Off 700 In US, First 
Among Big 4 Firms To Slash Jobs

New Delhi: KPMG on 
Wednesday said that it will 
cut 2 per cent of its staff in 
the US, FT reported citing 
an internal announcement. 
According to the report, 
around 700 people will be 
affected by the job cuts. The 
decision to slash jobs was 
taken as the firm needed to 
“better align our workforce 
with current and anticipat-
ed demand in the market,” 
Carl Carande, vice-chair 
of KPMG’s advisory busi-
ness, said. According to the 
FT report, KPMG, like the 
other Big Four firms -- EY, 
Deloitte, and Pricewater-
houseCoopers, has been go-
ing through a bleak period 
due to the collapse in merg-
er and acquisition activity. 
This had an adverse effect 
on its deal advisory business 
and eased demand for con-
sulting. ATech CEOs Will 
Pay a Harsh Price for These 

Job Cuts Tech CEOs Will 
Pay a Harsh Price for These 
Job Cuts Disney CEO Bob 
Iger To Step Down In Two 
Years Disney CEO Bob Iger 
To Step Down In Two Years 
“We Also Made Mistakes”: 
Zoom To Cut 1,300 Jobs, 
CEO Will Take 98% Pay 
Cut “We Also Made Mis-
takes”: Zoom To Cut 1,300 
Jobs, CEO Will Take 98% 
Pay Cut “We have experi-

enced prolonged uncertain-
ty affecting certain parts of 
our Advisory business that 
drove outsized growth in 
recent year,” KPMG said to 
FT. Post a comment KPMG 
had been trying to cut ex-
penses off late by delaying 
new hiring, cutting travel 
expenses, and posting con-
sultancy workers to the au-
dit and tax departments of 
the company,

RBI Grants In-Principle Approval To 
32 Existing Payment Aggregators

Mumbai: The Reserve 
Bank on Wednesday re-
leased a list of 54 entities, 
including Amazon (Pay) 
India, Google India Digi-
tal Services, NSDL Da-
tabase Management, and 
Zomato Payments, which 
can continue to operate as 
Online Payment Aggre-
gators (PAs). In a state-
ment, the RBI said while 
the exercise of scrutiny of 
applications of PAs is an 
ongoing process, for the 
purpose of disseminating 
information and ensuring 
greater transparency, the 
list of entities that have 
submitted applications to 
RBI seeking authorisa-
tion to act as online PAs 
with the current status 
of their application as 
of February 15, 2023, is 
published. The list has 
three tables. One of the 

tables is on ‘Existing PAs 
who can operate as On-
line Payment Aggrega-
tors’ and has 54 names. 
Thirty-two existing enti-
ties have been granted 
in-principle authorisation 
to operate as payment ag-
gregators. Another table 
is on ‘New PAs who have 
been granted in-principle 
authorisation and whose 
application is currently 
under process - Cannot 
operate’. It has 28 names. 
The third is on ‘List of 
PAs whose applications 
were returned/withdrawn 
- Cannot operate’ and has 
57 entities. “All stake-
holders are advised to 
transact with only those 
existing PAs who have 
been granted in-principle 
authorisation or whose 
application is currently 
under process,” the RBI 

said. It further said that 
stakeholders may trans-
act with new PAs only 
after these entities have 
received ‘authorisation’ 
under the Payment and 
Settlement Systems Act 
from the Reserve Bank 
of India. With a view to 
bringing entities under-
taking online payment 
aggregation business 
within the regulatory 
fold, the Reserve Bank of 
India issued circulars on 
“Guidelines on Regula-
tion of Payment Aggre-
gators and Payment Gate-
ways”. PromotedListen 
to the latest songs, only 
on JioSaavn.com PAs 
are entities that facilitate 
e-commerce sites and 
merchants to accept vari-
ous payment instruments 
from customers. They fa-
cilitate merchants to con-
nect with acquirers. In 
the process, they receive 
payments from custom-
ers, pool and transfer 
them on to the merchants 
after a time period. As 
per the Guidelines, online 
non-bank PAs (existing 
as on March 17, 2020) 
were required to apply to 
RBI by September 30.

Neal Mohan to Become new YouTube CEO 
as Susan Wojcicki Steps Down

New Delhi: Indian-
American Neal Mohan 
will be the new YouTube 
CEO, as current head 
Susan Wojcicki has an-
nounced to step down 
after 25 years at the 
Google-owned company. 
Currently chief product 
officer, Mohan became 
part of Google, the parent 
company of YouTube, 
in 2008. He is a Stan-
ford graduate and earlier 
worked with Microsoft. 
Mohan and Wojcicki 
have worked together 
for nearly 15 years. He 
became YouTube`s chief 
product officer in 2015. 
“Today, after nearly 25 
years here, I`ve decided 
to step back from my role 
as the head of YouTube 
and start a new chap-
ter focused on my fam-
ily, health, and personal 
projects I`m passionate 
about,” Wojcicki said in 
a blog post late on Thurs-
day. She has agreed with 
Sundar Pichai to take on 
an advisory role across 
Google and Alphabet. 
“This will allow me to 
call on my different ex-
periences.

over the years to offer 
counsel and guidance 
across Google and the 
portfolio of Alphabet 
companies,” she add-
ed. Wojcicki managed 
marketing, co-created 
Google Image Search, 

led Google`s first Vid-
eo and Book search, 
as well as early parts 
of AdSense`s creation, 
worked on the YouTube 
and DoubleClick acqui-
sitions, served as SVP 
of Ads, and for the last 

nine years, was the CEO 
of YouTube. “I took on 
each challenge that came 
my way because it had 
a mission that benefited 
so many people`s lives 
around the world: find-
ing information, tell-

ing stories and support-
ing creators, artists, and 
small businesses,” she 
noted. “Mohan will be 
the SVP and new head 
of YouTube. I`ve spent 
nearly 15 years of my 
career working with Mo-
han, first when he came 
over to Google with the 
DoubleClick acquisition 
in 2007 and as his role 
grew to become SVP 
of Display and Video 
Ads,” said Wojcicki. He 
has set up a top-notch 
product and UX team, 
played pivotal roles in 
the launch of some of the 
biggest products, includ-
ing YouTube TV, You-
Tube Music and Premi-
um and Shorts, and has 
led the Trust and Safety 
team. Mohan ensured 
that “YouTube lives up 
to its responsibility as a 
global platform”. “With 
all we`re doing across 
Shorts, streaming, and 
subscriptions, together 
with the promises of AI, 
YouTube`s most exciting 
opportunities are ahead, 
and Mohan is the right 
person to lead us,a said 
Wojcicki.

FCI Sells 3.85 Lakh Tonnes Of Wheat In 
Open Market To Cool Prices

ChatGPT Is Coming Soon To 
Azure OpenAI Service

Washington: Micro-
soft will soon debut 
ChatGPT, the artificial 
intell igence-powered 
application capable of 
penning essays, poems 
or even completing a 
computer code, on the 
tech giant’s cloud-based 
Azure OpenAI Service, 
its CEO Satya Nadella 
announced. “ChatGPT 
is coming soon to the 
Azure OpenAI Service, 
which is now generally 
available, as we help 
customers apply the 
world’s most advanced 
AI models to their own 
business imperatives,” 
Satya Nadella tweeted on 
Tuesday. Microsoft has 
allowed its cloud-com-
puting users to preview 
tech by OpenAI, a start-
up that it is backing. The 
preview has been done 
through a program that 
Microsoft calls the Azure 
OpenAI service. OpenAI 
has released the Chat-
GPT, a text-based chat-
bot, which is powered 
by generative Artificial 

Intelligence (AI), that 
creates new content af-
ter being trained on large 
amounts of data. Micro-
soft debuted the Azure 
OpenAI Service at the 
end of November 2021 to 
enable customers to tap 
into the power of large-
scale generative Artifi-
cial Intelligence models. 
The application was able 
to gather its first million 
users in less than a week 
after it was introduced.
GPT-3 is an autoregres-
sive language model that 
outputs remarkably hu-
man-like text. GPT-3 one 
of the largest and most 
advanced language mod-
el in the world, clocking 
in at 175 billion parame-

ters, is trained on Azure’s 
AI supercomputer. Pro-
motedListen to the latest 
songs, only on JioSaavn.
com According to Micro-
soft startups like Move-
works to multinational 
corporations like KPMG, 
organisations small and 
large.
are applying the capa-
bilities of Azure OpenAI 
Service to advanced use 
cases such as customer 
support, customisation, 
and gaining insights from 
data using search, data 
extraction, and classifi-
cation. Post a comment 
“The pace of innovation 
in the AI community 
is moving at lightning 
speed,

New Delhi: Food Cor-
poration of India (FCI) 
sold 3.85 lakh tonnes of 
wheat to bulk consum-
ers in the second round 
of e-auction, as part of 
its efforts to boost do-
mestic supplies and con-
trol prices of wheat and 
atta (wheat flour). Last 
month, the government 
announced plans to sell 
30 lakh tonnes of wheat 
in the open market from 
its buffer stock under 
the Open Market Sale 
Scheme (OMSS). Out of 
the 30 lakh tonnes, the 
Food Corporation of In-
dia will sell 25 lakh (2.5 
million) tonnes to bulk 
consumers like flour 
millers through e-auction 
and 2 lakh tonnes will 
be given to states/union 
territories. As much as 3 
lakh tonnes of wheat are 
being provided to institu-
tions and state PSUs at a 
concession for converting 
wheat into wheat flour. 
“More than 1,060 bidders 
participated and 3.85 LT 
(lakh tonnes) wheat was 

sold during the second 
e-auction organised by 
the Food Corporation of 
India (FCI) on February 
15,” an official statement 
said. FCI, the govern-
ment’s nodal agency for 
procurement and distri-
bution of foodgrains, had 
offered 15.25 lakh tonnes 
of wheat stock during 
the auction. In the sec-
ond e-auction, quantities 

ranging from 100 to 499 
tonnes had maximum de-
mand followed by 500-
1,000 tonnes and 50-100 
tonnes. This indicates 
that small and medium 
flour millers and trad-
ers actively participated 
in the auction. “Only 5 
bids were received for 
the maximum quantity of 
3,000 tonnes at one go,” 
the statement said. The 

weighted average rate of 
₹ 2,338.01 per quintal 
was realised by FCI in the 
auction. “Rs 901 crore 
was generated by FCI in 
the 2nd e-auction,” the 
statement said. In the first 
round of e-auction, FCI 
had sold 9.2 lakh tonnes 
of wheat. In order to ad-
dress the rising price of 
wheat and atta in the 
country, FCI is offering 

wheat for e-auction. The 
sale of wheat through 
e-auction will continue 
throughout the country 
every Wednesday till the 
second week of March 
2023. According to the 
statement, the Centre has 
allocated 3 lakh tonnes 
to government PSUs, 
cooperatives/federations 
like Kendriya Bhandars, 
NCCF and NAFED for 
sale without e-auction. 
The concessional rates 
for wheat to be lifted 
have been recently re-
duced to ₹ 21.50/kg and 
the sale of atta from such 
stock at price not exceed-
ing ₹ 27.50 per kg. Out 
of these 3 lakh tonnes, 
the National Coopera-
tive Consumers’ Federa-
tion of India Ltd (NCCF) 
has been allowed to lift 
68,000 tonnes of wheat 
stock. Allotment of 1 
lakh tonne wheat is made 
to NAFED and 1.32 lakh 
tonnes to Kendriya Bhan-
dars.
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Australian Open 2023: THIS gorgeous tennis star 
denies using fake COVID-19 travel certificate

talian tennis player Cami-
la Giorgi has denied alle-
gations that she obtained 
a false COVID-19 vac-
cine certificate to allow 
her to travel. A doctor 
is under investigation in 
Italy for supplying false 
certificates and fake vac-
cines and Giorgi’s name 
was revealed in a long 
list of people implicated 
by an Italian newspaper. 
On Tuesday after her 6-0, 
6-1 win over Anastasia 

Pavlyuchenkova at the 
Australian Open 2023, 
Giorgi confirmed that she 
had visited the doctor but 
said she had done noth-
ing wrong. “I just did all 
my vaccination in differ-
ent places, so the trouble 
is hers, not me,” she said. 
“So with that, I’m very 
calm. Of course, if not, 
I couldn’t come here and 
play this tennis, I think.” 
Giorgi said she was vac-
cinated by the Italian 

doctor, and by medical 
officials in countries else-
where. “Once. The other 
vaccination, I did it in 
different kind of places, 
so it’s what I’m trying to 
explain,” she said. Her 
father, Sergio Giorgi, was 
sat at the back of the in-
terview room on Tuesday 
at Melbourne Park and 
when the media confer-
ence ended, he said: “Un-
believable, no questions 
about tennis.” Ahead of 
the tournament, Tennis 
Australia chief executive 
Craig Tiley said he was 
not fully aware of the 
fake certificate claims. 
“I think there’s still a lot 
to be uncovered on that 
and I think that’s going to 
be ultimately up to their 
family and the relevant 
authorities including the 
tour,” he said. Andrey 
Rublev beat 2020 finalist 
Dominic Thiem Andrey 
Rublev beat wild-card 
entry Dominic Thiem 
6-3, 6-4, 6-2 on Tuesday 
(January 17) to advance 

to the second round of the 
Australian Open 2023. 
Thiem, a runner-up at the 
Australian Open in 2020 
and the US Open winner 
the same year, missed 
much of 2021 due to in-
juries but has recovered 
from outside the top 350 
last year to a place just 
inside the top 100. He 
was given a wild-card 
entry by tournament or-
ganisers. “When you see 
you have to play against 
Dominic you know it’s 
not going to be easy. I 
know he’s going through 
some not easy times so I 
wish him all the best to 
come back to the level 
he can be as fast as possi-
ble,” Rublev said. Rublev 
will next play either the 
Australian qualifier Max 
Purcell or Emil Ruusu-
vuori of Finland. Thiem 
had treatment to his ab-
dominal muscles midway 
through the second set 
but said it was not serious 
and he was not disheart-
ened by his performance.

UEFA Europa League: Marcus Rashford Stars in 
Thrilling Draw for Manchester United With Barcelona

Barcelona and Manches-
ter United served up a 
thrilling 2-2 draw in the 
Europa League knock-
out playoffs on Thursday 
(February 17) that out-
ranked anything seen in 
the Champions League 
this week. The former Eu-
ropean champions traded 
leads in a back-and-forth 
second half of their first-
leg game at Camp Nou. 
Barcelona struck first in 
the 50th minute on de-
fender Marcos Alonso’s 
header from a corner and 
leveled in the 76th when 
Raphinha’s cross from 
the right wing curled 
into the net untouched. 
United’s defense was 
distracted by Robert Le-
wandowski’s failed at-
tempt to connect. In be-
tween, Marcus Rashford 
showed just why Barce-
lona coach Xavi Hernán-
dez described him as 
one of the most danger-
ous forwards in Europe. 
Rashford beat goalkeeper 
Marc-André ter Stegen at 
his near post with a shot 

from a tight angle in the 
53rd then created Unit-
ed’s go-ahead goal seven 
minutes later. Receiv-
ing the ball at the touch-
line from a corner taken 
short, Rashford dribbled 
into the penalty area then 
fired a low cross that was 
flicked on by Bruno Fer-
nandes and bounced up 
to ricochet into the net 
off defender Jules Koun-
dé for an own goal. “If 
you face number one of 
Spain in an away game 
and you are the dominant 
team, you can see this as 
a positive,” United man-

ager Erik ten Hag said. 
United goalkeeper Da-
vid de Gea preserved the 
lead with late saves, after 
ter Stegen’s best saves 
were in the first half to 
keep out shots by Rash-
ford and Wout Weghorst. 
A game of 35 attempts 
on goal was watched by 
former United manager 
Alex Ferguson, now aged 
81, in the stadium where 
his team won the 1999 
Champions League fi-
nal. It sets up an enticing 
second leg at Old Traf-
ford next Thursday with 
a place in the round of 16 

at stake. Barcelona has 
never won the second-ti-
er European competition 
— never even reached 
the final in 52 years as the 
UEFA Cup then the Euro-
pa League — and its 13th 
attempt looks to be no 
easier. A game between 
two former Champions 
League finalists saw Mo-
naco captain Axel Disasi 
score with a long-range 
shot in stoppage time to 
seal a 3-2 win at Bayer 
Leverkusen. Juventus 
was held 1-1 by Nantes, 
after leading in the 13th 
on Dušan Vlahović’s 
goal, and seemed sure 
to be awarded a penalty 
for a handball in the fifth 
minute of stoppage time. 
Instead, after a two-min-
ute review and consulting 
the pitchside screen, Por-
tuguese referee João Pin-
heiro awarded Nantes a 
free kick for a foul by the 
Juventus player Bremer. 
Shakhtar Donetsk’s first 
competitive game. of 
2023 during the midwin-
ter break.

FC Barcelona vs Manchester United UEFA 
Europa League Livestreaming details

England giants Man-
chester United will take 
on Spanish side FC Bar-
celona in a blockbuster 
clash in the UEFA Eu-
ropa League on Thursday 
(February 16). The Red 
Devils are in fine form 
at the moment coming 
into this fixture with a 
2-0 win over Leeds in the 
Premier League. Marcus 
Rashford is in red-hot 
goal-scoring form and he 
can surely be the differ-
ence-maker in tonight’s 
clash at Camp Nou. Bar-
celona on the other hand 
are also in a fine rhythm 
leading the La Liga table 
with comfort. Checkout 
FC Barcelona vs Man-
chester United UEFA 
Europa League 2022-
23 Livestream details 
below: When is the FC 
Barcelona vs Manches-
ter United UEFA Europa 
League 2022-23 match 
going to be played? The 
FC Barcelona vs Man-
chester United UEFA 

Europa League 2022-23 
match will take place 
on Thursday (February 
16). (READ: Champi-
ons League 2023: Kyl-
ian Mbappe Can’t Save 
Lionel Messi’s PSG as 
They Slump to 1-0 Loss 
to Bayern Munich) What 
time is the FC Barcelona 
vs Manchester United 
UEFA Europa League 
2022-23 going to be 
played? The FC Bar-
celona vs Manchester 
United UEFA Europa 
League 2022-23 match 
will take place at 11:15 
AM (IST). Where is the 
FC Barcelona vs Man-
chester United UEFA 
Europa League 2022-23 

match taking place? The 
FC Barcelona vs Man-
chester United UEFA 
Europa League 2022-23 
match will take place at 
Camp Nou. Where can I 
watch the FC Barcelona 
vs Manchester United 
UEFA Europa League 
2022-23 match? The FC 
Barcelona vs Manches-
ter United UEFA Europa 
League 2022-23 match 
will be telecast live on 
Sony network channels. 
How do I live stream FC 
Barcelona vs Manches-
ter United UEFA Europa 
League 2022-23 match? 
The live streaming of the 
FC Barcelona vs Man-
chester United.

Manchester City Hammer Leaders Arsenal 
3-1 to Grab Edge in Title Race

Manchester City seized 
the momentum in the 
Premier League title race 
after Jack Grealish and 
Erling Haaland scored 
second-half goals to se-
cure a 3-1 win at Arsenal 
on Wednesday (Febru-
ary 15). Having trailed 
Arsenal by as much as 
eight points just weeks 
ago, City suddenly finds 
itself atop the table after 
the defending champi-
ons extended their recent 
dominance over the Gun-
ners and showed they 
won’t relinquish the title 
easily. The win puts City 
in first place ahead of 
Arsenal on goal differ-
ence, although the Gun-
ners still have a game in 
hand. More importantly, 
perhaps, it maintained a 
psychological edge over 
its title rival as City has 
now beaten Arsenal in 11 
straight league matches. 
“We can all agree that 
(Arsenal) has been the 

best team this season, 
so to come to their place 
and play against them is 
not easy,” Haaland said. 
“But we played an amaz-
ing game and we got the 
three really important 
points, and we’re in it 
again.” In a game that 
lived up to the billing 
of the biggest Premier 
League match of the sea-
son so far with moments 
of end-to-end action, 
City took the lead when 
Kevin de Bruyne capital-
ized on a defensive error 
in the 24th minute, before 
Bukayo Saka equalized 
from the penalty spot in 
the 42nd. WATCH Er-
ling Haaland score his 
32nd goal of the season 
here… Arsenal made 
a bright start but gave 
away the lead cheaply 
after City goalkeeper 
Ederson booted the ball 
up the field. Right-back 
Takehiro Tomiyasu tried 
to pass the ball back to 

Aaron Ramsdale but 
only hit it into the path of 
De Bruyne, who curled 
a lob over the onrushing 
goalkeeper and into the 
empty net. by Taboola-
Sponsored LinksYou 
May Like Get Certified 
from IIT Roorkee EICT 
& Intellipaat Intellipaat 
Learn to Analyse Reces-
sion Trends using Data 
Analytics Scaler Data 
Science “I’ve never seen 
Tomiyasu make that pass 
back in seven years but 
he did it today,” Arsenal 
manager Mikel Arteta 
said. Minutes earlier, Ed-
die Nketiah had spurned 

the best chance of the 
game so far when Olek-
sandr Zinchenko picked 
him out in the box with 
a cross but the striker 
headed wide. But Arse-
nal kept pushing forward 
and the host’s pressure 
paid off when it was 
awarded a penalty for a 
foul by Ederson on Ed-
die Nketiah as the striker 
tried to shoot from a dif-
ficult angle. Saka calmly 
rolled the spot kick into 
the left corner after send-
ing Ederson the wrong 
way. City improved after 
the break and thought it 
had a penalty early in the 

second half when Gabri-
el clumsily pulled down 
Haaland in the area, but 
the decision was over-
turned for an offside on 
the Norway striker. But 
City still retook the lead 
after another mistake by 
Gabriel, who turned the 
ball over in his own half. 
The visitors countered 
quickly and Ilkay Gun-
dogan squared the ball 
for Grealish, who beat 
Ramsdale with a low 
shot that took a deflec-
tion off Tomiyasu. Haa-
land was fit to start after 
picking up a knock in the 
previous game against 
Aston Villa on Sunday 
and took his tally to 26 
league goals this season 
when De Bruyne cut the 
ball back for the striker, 
who took one touch be-
fore slotting a shot into 
the far corner. Nketiah 
sent another header wide 
late on but that was the 
closest.

Indian Football Legend Tulsidas 
Balaram Passes Away Aged 87

Asian Games gold medal-
list and Olympian Tulsidas 
Balaram, a part of Indian 
football’s ‘holy trinity’ in 
the 1950s and 60s, died 
here on Thursday after a 
prolonged illness, sources 
close to his family said. 
Balaram belonged to the 
golden generation of In-
dian football and teamed 
up with legends such as 
Chuni Goswami and PK 
Banerjee to forge a formi-
dable partnership upfront. 
Balaram was 87 and a wid-
ower living in a flat on the 
banks of Hooghly river in 
Uttarpara. The 1962 Asian 
Games champion was hos-
pitalised on December 26 
last year and was being 
treated for urinary infection 
and abdominal distension. 
“His condition did not im-
prove and he breathed his 
last around 2pm today,” a 
source close to his family 
told PTI. “We are grateful 
to the state government and 
the sports minister Aroop 
Biswas for taking good 
care of him during his last 
days,” he added. Born on 
October 4, 1936, to Tamil 
parents -- Muthamma and 
Tulsidas Kalidas -- in Am-
muguda village in the garri-

son town of Secunderabad, 
Balaram scored 131 goals 
across seven seasons. by 
TaboolaSponsored LinksY-
ou May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ 
to your name Golden Gate 
University Learn from IIT 
Madras Faculty & Indus-
try Experts Intellipaat An 
Arjuna awardee, Balaram’s 
exploits at the 1960 Rome 
Olympics are well docu-
mented. Placed in the 
‘group of death’ with Hun-
gary, France and Peru, India 

lost the opener to Hungary 
1-2 but Balaram covered 
himself in glory by scoring 
a 79th-minute goal. He also 
scored against Peru in the 
Games. India came close to 
upsetting France a few days 
later with Balaram again 
showing his class. The Ja-
karta Asian Games gold, 
where India beat South 
Korea 2-1 in the final, was 
the country’s second title 
triumph in football at the 
multi-discipline continental 

games, and the achievement 
hasn’t been repeated since. 
Besides his ability to score 
brilliant goals, Balaram was 
well-known for his amazing 
ball control, dribbling and 
passing abilities through 
a comparatively short 
but very successful ca-
reer. Balaram, who mostly 
played as a centre-forward 
or as a left-winger, called it 
a day in 1963 owing to poor 
health. His career spanned 
eight years between 1955 
and 1963, before being cut 
short by tuberculosis at the 
age of 27. Having made his 
international debut against 
Yugoslavia at the 1956 Mel-
bourne Olympics, where In-
dia finished fourth, he went 
on to play 36 matches for 
the country while finding 
the net 10 times, including 
four in the Asian Games. He 
has represented Bengal and 
Hyderabad in the Santosh 
Trophy and tasted success 
with both states. After his 
retirement as an active foot-
baller, Balaram coached the 
Calcutta Mayor’s team in 
the Gothia Cup in Sweden. 
He had also served as a tal-
ent spotter of the All India 
Football Federation. 

Genesis Invitational: Tiger Woods shoots 69 in his 
first non-major PGA Tour event since October 2020

Tiger Woods said he 
was trying to stay calm 
throughout his first round 
at the Genesis Invitation-
al on Thursday, where he 
posted a two-under-par 
69 in his first non-major 
PGA Tour event since 
October 2020. Woods 
has competed on a limit-
ed basis since a 2021 car 
crash almost cost him a 
leg, featuring in the field 
for the Masters, PGA 
Championship and the 
Open last year. He com-
peted in the PNC Cham-
pionship with his son, 
Charlie, in December 
despite developing plan-
tar fasciitis earlier in the 
month. “Misses, angles, 
wind - these are all things 
that have come second 
nature to a lot of these 
guys - I haven’t really 
done this in a while,” said 
the 15-times major win-
ner on Thursday. Woods, 
who made his PGA 
Tour debut at the Riv-
iera Country Club some 
three decades ago, closed 
out his round with three 
straight birdies, much to 

the delight of the packed 
galleries as fans clutched 
cell phones straining to 
catch a snapshot.”I didn’t 
really look up as much. I 
probably should have,” 
he later told reporters. 
“I was trying to calm 
myself down all day, try-
ing to figure out what 
the hell I’m doing out 
here because I haven’t 
played.” Woods, playing 
alongside Rory McIlroy 

(67) and Justin Thomas 
(68), chipped into a bun-
ker on 10, leading to one 
of three bogeys on the 
day. But he whipped the 
crowd into a frenzy as 
he drained a more-than 
23-foot putt on 17 and 
finished five shots shy of 
clubhouse leaders Max 
Homa and Keith Mitch-
ell (both 64). “I probably 
should have appreciated 
the fans more than I did, 

but there was so much 
going on in my head try-
ing to get the ball in the 
correct spots and the cor-
rect feels just because 
I haven’t done this in a 
while,” said Woods. The 
tournament was suspend-
ed due to darkness with 
the handful of players 
who had not completed 
the first round set to re-
sume on Friday at 7:45 
a.m. (1545 GMT).
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Kartik Aaryan’s Shehzada Trailer Lights Up 
Burj Khalifa - He’s “ On Top Of The World”

New Delhi: Kartik Aary-
an is back with another 
promotional event ahead 
of the release of his up-
coming movie Shehzada, 
but this time it’s amidst 
the glitz and glamour of 
Dubai’s Burj Khalifa. A 
day before the movie hits 
the theaters, Kartik Aary-
an shared a video on his 
Instagram wall in which 

we see him interacting 
with fans, clicking self-
ies with them, all while 
the promotional teaser of 
Shehzada is projected on 
the world’s tallest build-
ing, Burj Khalifa. In one 
shot in the video, we see 
him with his back to the 
camera as he watches 
the trailer, playing on the 
building. Kartik Aaryan 

looks awestruck and so 
do his fans who cheer 
him on as he sees his film 
trailer. Sharing the video 
he wrote, “Feeling like 
a Shehzada .. on Top of 
the world, literally #Bur-
jKhalifa”. Take a look 
at the video here. Mid-
way through the video, 
we also see a fan who 
screams “I love you Aary-
an” into the camera while 
the crowd chants “Mann 
Gaye, Kartik Bhai (Well 
Done, Kartik Brother)”. 
Kartik, who is known 
for always treating his 
fans with warmth is also 
seen waving back at the 
crowd. Earlier in the day, 
actress Kriti Sanon and 
Kartik Aaryan’s Shehza-
da co-star volunteered to 
be a fan’s plus one, who 
claimed he had no one 
to go to the theatre with. 
In the video uploaded 
on Instagram, Kriti says, 
“Valentine’s Day is the 
day of love and to cele-

brate it you don’t have to 
be boyfriend-girlfriend.” 
Then Kartik asks her, 
“Jinke pass koi bhi nahi 
hai woh kya karengay. 
[What about those who 
don’t have anyone in 
their lives?]” Kriti asks, 
“Dost toh hai na?Dost 
k sath ja sakte hai film 
dekhne k liye. [You can 
go with a friend to watch 
the film.] ” When a per-
son from the crowd tells 
Kriti, “I don’t even have 
a friend”, the actress says 
“Toh main chal lungi tere 
sath [I will come with 
you then.]” Too good, 
Kriti. In her caption, Kri-
ti wrote, “Kis kis ke dost 
nahi hai? [Who all don’t 
have friends?] Wait for it! 
Koi bahana nahi chalega.
[No excuses, please] See 
you guys in theatres on 
17th February Onwards! 
#Shehzada.” See the 
video here. Shehzada, 
directed by Rohit Dha-
wan, marks Kriti Sanon 

and Kartik Aaryan’s sec-
ond film together. They 
have previously shared 
the screen space in Luka 
Chuppi. It is a Hindi re-
make of the hit Telugu 
film Ala Vaikunthapur-
ramuloo, starring Allu 
Arjun and Pooja Hegde 
in lead roles. Shehzada 
also stars Manisha Koi-
rala, Paresh Rawal, Sun-
ny Hinduja, and Ronit 
Roy in crucial roles. Ear-
lier this week, the makers 
released the title track 
of Shehzada. The song 
launch event took place 
in Delhi’s India Gate. In 
the clips shared on Ins-
tagram, Kartik Aaryan 
is seen grooving to the 
peppy beats with “Cuto-
laaas”. Shehzada’s title 
track is sung by Sonu Ni-
gam. The music compo-
sition is by Pritam. Kar-
tik Aaryan will be next 
seen in Sameer Vidwans’ 
Satya Prem Ki Katha. 
The film also stars.

Rihanna is ready to release a new 
album: I want it to be this year

Bollywood actress Swara Bhasker announces 
engagement to Samajwadi Party activist Fahad 

Bollywood actress Swara 
Bhasker is engaged! The 
‘Tanu weds Manu’ ac-
tress announced her en-
gagement to political ac-
tivist Fahad Ahmad. On 
Thursday (February 16), 
the actress shared a mon-
tage video featuring some 
adorable moments of the 
couple together.  Along-
side the video, she wrote, 
‘’Sometimes you search 
far & wide for something 
that was right next to you 
all along. We were look-
ing for love, but we found 
friendship first. And then 
we found each other! 
Welcome to my heart@
FahadZirarAhmad It’s 
chaotic but it’s yours!’’ 
The video shows some 
beautiful moments of the 
couple together along 
with some inside details 
about their relationship, 
such as how it began with 
a protest, their first selfie, 
and WhatsApp chats, 
among other things. In 
the end, the video shows 
Swara getting emotional 
at the registrar’s office 
where the couple had a 
court wedding. Reports 

state that the couple had 
a court marriage on 6 
January 2023, under the 
Special Marriage Act, 
1954. Sometimes you 
search far & wide for 
something that was right 
next to you all along. We 
were looking for love, 
but we found friendship 
first. And then we found 
each other! Welcome to 
my heart @FahadZir-
arAhmad It’s chaotic but 
it’s yours! ♥ pic.twitter.
c o m / G H h 2 6 G O D b m 
— Swara Bhasker (@
ReallySwara) Febru-
ary 16, 2023 × Retweet-
ing Swara’s post, Fahad 
wrote, ‘’I never knew 
chaos can be so beauti-
ful. Thank you for hold-

ing my hand love.’’ As 
per his Twitter bio, Fahad 
is President of the Sama-
jwadi Party youth wing’s 
Maharashtra unit. Some 
photos of the couple from 
their engagement have 
gone viral. Swara and 
Fahad look absolutely 
stunning in the photos. 
On her engagement day, 
Swara wore a red saree 
with golden embroidery. 
She paired the saree 
with a beige-coloured 
blouse. Meanwhile, Fa-
had is seen wearing a 
white kurta-pyjama, 
which he has paired with 
a bright red jacket. View 
this post on Instagram 
A post shared by yogen 
shah (@yogenshah_s) 

× Soon after she made 
the big announcement, 
congratulatory messages 
from celebrities started 
pouring in for the couple. 
Actress Sonam Kapoor 
simply commented with 
red hearts. Meanwhile, 
Gauahar Khan wrote, 
‘’Many many congratu-
lations Swara ! May the 
almighty fill your lives 
with happiness! ery hap-
py for you!’’ The couple 
also hosted an engage-
ment party for close 
friends on Thursday. So-
nam Kapoor, Divya Dut-
ta and designer Sandeep 
Khosla were seen attend-
ing the party.

The Night Manager Review: Anil Kapoor 
Steals The Show Without Breaking A Sweat

Trans-creating a well-
regarded series in a new 
setting is fraught with 
risk.The Night Man-
ager, written jointly 
by creator and direc-
tor Sandeep Modi with 
Shridhar Raghavan, is 
another proof of that. 
The Disney+Hotstar 
show struggles to meet 
the high expectations 
set by the original show. 
The result is an average, 
if not entirely pointless, 
thriller. Comparisons are 
admittedly odious, but 
when Aditya Roy Ka-
pur steps into the shoes 
of Tom Hiddleston, it is 
hard not to look back at 
what the English actor 
had extracted from the 
titular role. In scope and 
substance, Kapur’s per-
formance isn’t a patch 
on Hiddleston’s. But the 
adaptation allows him to 
be himself. That works 
to his advantage. This 
iteration of The Night 
Manager caters clearly 
to a sensibility mark-
edly different from the 
one that the BBC One 

thriller was aimed at. 
It is at best a service-
able adaptation. Missing 
are the neat directorial 
flourishes that the Oscar-
winning Susanne Bier 
brought to bear upon her 
game. Shaan Sengupta, 
a soldier-turned-hotelier 
is dragged out of a com-
fortable sinecure by dis-
turbing events triggered 
by an illegal arms dealer 
and his ruthless cohorts. 
The villain masquerades 
as an agricultural equip-
ment supplier and phi-
lanthropist. The hero is 
out to blow the lid off. 
Going with the flow, the 
lead actor fleshes out 

an emotionally stricken 
and morally agitated 
man who does not ex-
actly wear his heart on 
his sleeve. A toughened 
combatant who has had 
his share of setbacks in 
the line of duty, he isn’t 
outwardly perturbed by 
the machinations of his 
new foe. With the aid 
of secret agent Lipika 
Saikia Rao (Tillotama 
Shome in the role that 
Olivia Colman made her 
own), Shaan sets out to 
bring down an evil busi-
ness empire built on war, 
chaos and death. The 
two are swayed more by 
emotion than cold logic, 

neither of which is a 
shield against the slime-
balls they are up against. 
The suave baddie, played 
with flair by Anil Kapoor, 
is as bad as they come 
but he does not bare his 
fangs all that often. The 
veteran actor overshad-
ows everyone else in The 
Night Manager pretty 
much like Hugh Lau-
rie did in the BBC One 
show. Laurie, one half of 
the well-known comedy 
double act Fry and Lau-
rie (with Stephen Fry), 
was a surprise choice 
for the role of “the worst 
person in the world”. Ka-
poor, whose screen per-
sona exudes warmth and 
chatty amiability, also 
ventures into uncharted 
territory here and thrives 
on the challenge that 
poses. There is obviously 
going to be much more 
of the two adversaries 
as they square off in the 
next part of The Night 
Manager, due to land in 
our midst in June. The 
four episodes currently 
streaming cover.

Zeenat Aman responds to Satyam Shivam Sundaram 
controversy: ‘Nothing obscene about human body’

Ranbir Kapoor’s ‘Tu Jhoothi Main Makkaar’ has 
this special connection with his lucky number 8

New Delhi: Recently, 
it came in the news that 
the trailer of Ranbir Ka-
poor and Shraddha Ka-
poor’s much awaited 
rom-com ‘Tu Jhoothi 
Main Makkaar’ will be 
attached to ‘Pathaan’ and 
will be seen by audienc-
es in cinemas from next 
week onwards. Now the 
makers of ‘Tu Jhoothi 
Main Makkaar’ will soon 
be releasing another post-
er and trailer of the film 
very soon. But, what’s 
interesting to know is 
that all Ranbir Kapoor 
fans know that the actor’s 
lucky number is 8. So the 
team will be releasing 
everything at 8 on every 

set date. We sure can see 
the Ranbir effect on this 
rom-com film of 2023! A 

source informs us, “Ran-
bir is coming back in the 
rom-com genre after a 

long time and the audi-
ence is eagerly waiting 
to watch him. So to make 
this even more special 
for his fans and the au-
dience the makers will 
launch all units at 8.” ‘Tu 
Jhoothi Mai Makkaar’ 
stars Ranbir Kapoor and 
Shraddha Kapoor in the 
lead role and is their first 
film together. It will also 
be the first time when 
Ranbir Kapoor will work 
with director Luv Ran-
jan which just adds up to 
the excitement. Since the 
time the title of the film 
was announced and the 
first teaser was dropped.

Yesteryear Indian actress 
and sex symbol Zeenat 
Khan has opened up about 
the allegations of obscen-
ity against her 1978 film 
Satyam Shivam Sundaram. 
Directed by Raj Kapoor, the 
film was a romantic drama 
that explored the themes 
of inner beauty, love, and 
self-acceptance. The story 
followed Rupa (Aman), a 
young woman who is con-
sidered unattractive due to 
a burn scar on her face. She 
falls in love with a wealthy 
man named Rajeev (Shashi 
Kapoor), but he is initially 
repulsed by her appearance. 
As the story progresses, Ra-
jeev begins to see beyond 
Rupa’s physical imperfec-
tions and falls in love with 
her. View this post on In-

stagram A post shared by 
Zeenat Aman (@thezeena-
taman) The film faced con-
troversy and legal challeng-
es at the time of its release 
due to its candid portrayal 
of sensuality and sexual-
ity, something which was 
rare in Indian films being 
released in that era. It was 
also praised by many, some-

times for the same reasons, 
and is now widely regarded 
as a path-breaking film. 
Sharing a photo of herself 
from the sets of the movie, 
Aman wrote, “This picture 
was taken by photographer 
J P Singhal during a look 
test for Satyam Shivam 
Sundaram around 1977. We 
shot the series at R K Stu-

dios, and my costumes were 
designed by Oscar win-
ner Bhanu Athaiya.” She 
added, “Anyone acquainted 
with the history of Bolly-
wood will know that there 
was much controversy and 
brouhaha about my charac-
ter Rupa in Satyam Shivam 
Sundaram. I was always 
quite amused by the accusa-
tions of obscenity as I did 
not and do not find anything 
obscene about the human 
body. I am a director’s actor 
and these looks were part of 
my job. Rupa’s sensuality 
was not the crux of the plot, 
but a part of it. As it is, the 
set is not even remotely a 
sensual space. Every move 
is choreographed, rehearsed 
and performed in front of 
dozens.

After she stunned us all 
with her exciting preg-
nancy announcement, 
Rihanna has another sur-
prise for her fans. This 
might finally be the year 
when Rihanna drops an 
album (yes, the impend-
ing one!) In an interview 
with British Vogue, Ri-
hanna opened up about 
being ready to come out 
with a new album. She 
said, “I want it to be this 
year” and added, “Like, 
honestly, it’d be ridicu-
lous if it’s not this year. 
But I just want to have 
fun. I just want to make 
music and make videos. 
And I need the right back-
ground music with the vi-
suals. I can’t just go shoot 
a video of me talking.” 
Rihanna’s last album was 
Anti. It was released in 
2016. The singer revealed 
she was not coming out 
with any album post that 
because Anti had been 
“my most brilliant al-
bum”. She added that she 
had put pressure on her-

self to make something 
equal to or better than her 
last work. “So I realised 
that if I keep waiting until 
this feels right and perfect 
and better, maybe it’s go-
ing to keep taking forever 
and maybe it’ll never 
come out and no, I’m not 
down to that. So I want to 
play. And by play, I mean 
I have my ideas in my 
head, but I can’t say them 
out loud yet,” she added. 
Rihanna gave us a smash-
ing Super Bowl perfor-
mance as she was decked 
up in blood red ensemble 

where she flashed her 
baby bump. Rihanna is 
pregnant with her second 
child with partner ASAP 
Rocky. She kicked off 
her performance wearing 
a bright red jumpsuit and 
revealed in midair that she 
was expecting her second 
baby as she cradled her 
baby bump. At the State 
Farm Stadium, she de-
livered her club smashes, 
including “Where Have 
You Been” to “Only Girl 
(In the World)” and the 
time-tested.


