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Delhi Lt Governor Had Led 
Mob Against Medha Patkar 

In 2002, Alleges AAP

Aiming To Remove 50 Lakh 
Metric Ton Waste From 
Landfill: Arvind Kejriwal

BJP Won’t Let Rahul Gandhi 

Speak In Parliament 

Without An Apology

Rajasthan Creates 19 New Districts
In Poll Year, BJP Says “Political Move”  “If the districts are smaller, than it helps in maintaining

Jaipur:  March 17 :The Raj-
asthan government today 
announced it will create 
19 new districts and three 
more divisional headquar-
ters to serve the needs of 
people who live far away 
from the divisional head-
quarters. The ruling Con-
gress government’s move 
in an election year, how-
ever, received criticism 
from the BJP, which alleged 
the real intention behind 
the decision by the Ashok 
Gehlot government is to 

meet “personal political 
ends”. “Rajasthan is the big-
gest state in the country in 
terms of geographical area. 
In some cases, the distance 
to the district headquar-
ters is more than a 100 km. 
People are unable to reach 
district headquarters easily 
and the administration, too, 
is unable to reach each and 
every family,” Mr Gehlot, the 
Chief Minister, said in the 
Rajasthan assembly today. 
Rajasthan currently has 33 
districts. The three new di-

visional headquarters are 
Pali, Sikar and Banswara. 
“If the districts are smaller, 
than it helps in maintain-
ing effective law and order 
and better administra-
tion can be provided,” Mr 
Gehlot told the assembly. 
Former Chief Minister and 
BJP leader Vasundhara Raje 
said Mr Gehlot decided to 
carve out the new districts 
“to fulfil political ends”. “The 
way in which new districts 
have been announced 
has put the (state) budget 

and economic structure at 
stake. Many important is-
sues have been overlooked 
in announcing the new dis-
tricts,” Ms Raje said, adding 
the move will cause more 
administrative challenges 
rather than making it eas-
ier. Mr Gehlot proposed 
a budget of ₹ 2,000 crore 
for infrastructure develop-
ment and human resources 
in the first phase of creating 
the new districts. Fifteen 
years ago, Ms Raje when 
she was the Chief Minister 

had created Pratapgarh as 
a district. The ruling Con-
gress and the BJP have al-
ready started warming up 
campaigns ahead of the 
election scheduled later 
this year. Both parties were 
seen last month reaching 
out to the electorally sig-
nificant Gujjar community 
in Rajasthan. Gujjars, who 
constitute around 9 to 12 
per cent of the state popu-
lation and are significant 
in 40 to 50 assembly seats 
in eastern Rajasthan, are a 

critical vote bank for both 
the Congress and the BJP. 
The Congress, however, has 
a rebel crisis at hand ahead 
of the election. Mr Gehlot 
and Sachin Pilot have been 
on loggerheads for long, 
and though there’s an ef-
fort to project unity, both 
have been quick to provo-
cation with subtle jibes at 
each other. Mr Gehlot has 
set the target of winning 
156 seats, the same num-
ber it achieved in 1998 
when the Congress.

Fugitive ‘Godman’ Nithyananda’s ‘Kailasa’
Cons 30 US Cities With ‘Sister-City’ Scam At least 30 US cities have signed a cultural partnership

New York: March 17 :Self-
proclaimed godman and 
fugitive Nithyananda’s 
‘United States of Kailasa’ 
has signed a ‘cultural part-
nership’ with over 30 Amer-
ican cities, a media report 
has said, days after the city 
of Newark in the US state of 
New Jersey said it rescind-
ed a ‘sister-city’ agreement 
with the fictional country. 
The sister-city agreement 
between Newark and the 
fake ‘United States of Kai-
lasa’ was inked on January 
12 this year and the signing 
ceremony took place at City 
Hall in Newark. Nityananda, 
whose mind-bending spiri-
tual homilies wrapped in a 
sheen of pseudo-science 
has provided much mirth 

on social media, claims to 
have set up a country called 
the “United States of Kaila-
sa” in 2019. According to its 
website, there are over 30 
American cities that have 
signed a cultural partner-
ship with the fake nation of 
Kailasa --- cities from Rich-

mond, Virginia to Dayton, 
Ohio, to Buena Park, Florida 
literally all over the map. 
A report in Fox News on 
Thursday said that “we are 
finding out the supreme 
fake pontiff” has a long list 
of cities that he’s duped. It 
said that it reached out to 

some of the cities in the US 
for a reaction on signing an 
agreement with the fake 
nation. “And so far most of 
the cities have confirmed 
these proclamations are in 
fact true,” the report said. 
Jacksonville, North Carolina 
told Fox News: “ Our proc-
lamations with Kailasa are 
not an endorsement. They 
are a response to a request 
and we do not verify the 
information that is request-
ed.” Fox News blamed the 
cities for not ‘googling’ for 
information about the fake 
nation. “If someone wants 
a proclamation, someone 
gets a proclamation. They’ll 
just say you’re an exotic 
Hindu Island and they’ll 
name a street after you,” the 

Fox News anchor said. The 
report added that it’s not 
just mayors or city coun-
cils but “people running 
the federal government” 
who are falling for the 
fake nation too. It added 
that according to the fake 
guru, two members of the 
Congress have given Kai-
lasa ‘special congressional 
recognition. One of them 
is Congresswoman Norma 
Torres of California, who is 
on the House Appropria-
tions Committee. “So, the 
person who decides what 
we spend our tax dollars 
on just got duped by an 
alleged rapist guru with a 
fake country,” the Fox News 
anchor said. Republican 
Troy Balderson.

H3N2 Influenza Outbreak
Delhi Govt Issues Advisory, Directs Hospitals To Monitor Situation Closely

New Delhi: March 17: In 
view of the risk of the H3N2 
influenza outbreak in the 
changing weather condi-
tions, the Delhi govern-
ment on Friday issued an 
advisory urging children 
and the elderly to take spe-
cial precautions and follow 
Covid-appropriate behav-
iour. The advisory was is-
sued by newly-appointed 
Delhi Health Minister Sau-
rabh Bhardwaj. Although 
not many cases of this vi-
rus have been reported in 
the government hospitals 
of Delhi, strict instructions 
have been given to the 
District Surveillance Units, 

health facilities and gov-
ernment hospitals to moni-
tor and prevent the spread 
of this seasonal influenza. 
Addressing a press con-
ference, the Delhi Health 
Minister said, “This is the 
season of influenza. This 
type of seasonal influenza 

runs all over the world. At 
present, not many cases 
of influenza have been re-
ported in the government 
hospitals of Delhi, so we 
do not need to panic and 
worry.” “We just have to be 
careful and responsible. 
Patients with flu-like symp-

toms and patients with se-
vere respiratory complaints 
will be monitored in the 
OPD and IPD of hospitals 
in all districts of Delhi to 
ensure early screening. 
If early rising trends are 
seen anywhere, they will 
be detected well in time,” 
he added. Bharadwaj said 
that currently H1N1 influ-
enza and H3N2 influenza 
are spreading widely in 
the country. Generally, its 
first peak time comes from 
January to March and the 
second peak comes at the 
end of the monsoon. This 
peak decreases till the end 
of March. “This time, many 

patients with influenza 
are coming, whose medi-
cal history has diseases re-
lated to the lungs, serious 
conditions due to corona, 
and asthma, which is af-
fecting them more. People 
are seeing symptoms like 
fever, cough for a long 
time, increased mucus 
production, watery nose, 
headache, body ache, etc. 
Elderly people above 65 
years of age and children 
below 5 years of age need 
to be more careful with in-
fluenza. At the same time, 
people complaining of 
lung disease also need to 
be cautious.

Manish 
Sisodia’s 
Bungalow 
Allotted To New 
Delhi Minister 
Atishi

New Delhi: March 17: Over 
a fortnight after his arrest 
by CBI in the Delhi excise 
policy case, former Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish Si-
sodia’s bungalow has been 
allotted to Atishi, who was 
inducted into the Cabinet 
earlier this month. Accord-
ing to an official letter by 
the Public Works Depart-
ment on March 14, Atishi 
has been asked to give her 
acceptance within eight 
days of the issuance of the 
letter. Sisodia had been 
staying at the AB-17 bun-
galow on Mathura Road, 
which was earlier with for-
mer Delhi Chief Minister 
Sheila Dikshit. The bunga-
low was allotted to Sisodia 
in 2015, when the AAP gov-
ernment came to power in 
Delhi. “It is a routine exer-
cise. Since Sisodia had re-
signed, his bungalow will 
be reallotted to Atishi,” said 
an official.

Those anti-
nationals 
themselves 
must not preach 
patriotism
Delhi: March 17: Hitting 
back at BJP chief JP Nadda 
for his criticism of Rahul 
Gandhi’s remarks made 
in the UK, Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge 
on Friday said those who 
are “anti-nationals” them-
selves must not preach his 
party about patriotism and 
must learn from it instead. 
Kharge’s attack came after 
Nadda slammed Gandhi 
over his recent comments 
made in the United King-
dom on the state of Indian 
democracy, charging him 
with becoming a “perma-
nent part of the toolkit” 
working against India. 
Kharge.

Court extends AAP leader 
Manish Sisodia’s ED 
custody by five days

Delhi: March 17: A court 
here on Friday extended by 
five days the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) custody of 
AAP leader Manish Sisodia 
who has been arrested in 
a money laundering case 
related to the Delhi excise 
policy. Sisodia was pro-
duced before special judge 
M K Nagpal, who extended 
his custody till March 22. 
The ED had sought a seven-
day extension of Sisodia’s 
custody. Heavy security de-
ployment was made inside 
and outside the Rouse Av-

enue Court premises. The 
Enforcement Directorate 
told the court that crucial 
information had come up 
during Sisodia’s custody 
and he had to be confront-
ed with other accused per-
sons. These included for-
mer excise commissioner 
Rahul Singh, Dinesh Arora 
and Amit Arora. The former 
Delhi deputy chief minister 
had also to be confronted 
with his former secretary 
C Arvind, the ED said. C Ar-
vind is not an accused in 
the case. The probe agency 
also told the court that vo-
luminous data from Siso-
dia’s email and mobile and 
other devices is also being 
forensically analysed. Op-
posing the ED’s plea, Siso-
dia’s lawyer said there is not 
a whisper from the agency 
regarding the proceeds.

SP to keep equidistance from 
both Congress and BJP: Akhilesh

New Delhi: March 17: Sama-
jwadi Party chief Akhilesh 
Yadav on Friday said that 
his party would maintain 
equidistance from both 
the Congress and the BJP. 
To defeat the saffron camp, 
the SP would stand firmly 
with Trinamool Congress 
supremo Mamata Baner-
jee, he said. “In Bengal, we 

are with Mamata didi. Right 
now, our stand is we want 
to maintain equidistance 
from both the BJP and the 
Congress” he said while 
talking to reporters on 
the sidelines of his party’s 
workers’ meet. Earlier while 
speaking at the workers’ 
meeting, the SP chief laud-
ed Banerjee for defeating 
the BJP in the West Bengal 
Assembly election in 2021. 
“The Samajwadi Party is 
ready to make any sacrifice 
to protect our Constitution. 
If we can defeat the BJP in 
Uttar Pradesh, the BJP can 
be defeated.

Will shut all madrasas in Assam
Says Sarma; calls Cong “new Mughals”

Assam March 17:  Assam 
Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, who is visiting 
Karnataka, said he intend-
ed to shut all the madrasas 
(Muslim religious schools) 
in his state, as they were 
not needed in “New India”. 
Addressing an event here 
on Thursday night, Sarma 
said what Assam needed 
were schools, colleges and 
universities to produce 
doctors, engineers and 
other professionals to serve 

the state and the country, 
and not madrasas. “I come 
from Assam, where every-
day people arrive from Ban-
gladesh. There is a threat to 
our culture and traditions,” 
the Chief Minister said. 
“Recently in a TV interview 
in Delhi, I was asked what 
my intention was in having 
shut down 600 madrasas. 
I said that I have shut 600, 
but my intention is to shut 
all madrasas,” he added. 
Going on a tirade against 

opposition parties, Sarma 
accused the Congress and 
Communists of having 
distorted history and mis-
represented facts. He also 

labelled the Congress “new 
Mughals”. “There is no need 
of madrasas in this ‘New 
India’,” he asserted, adding, 
“We have to move forward 
in this direction, we have 
to transform our education 
system; time has come to 
rewrite our history in a new 
way as it was distorted ear-
lier.” The Assam Chief Minis-
ter was addressing a large 
gathering here after inau-
gurating a light and sound 
show on Chhatrapati Shiva-

ji Maharaj. Noting that Ab-
hay Patil, a local BJP MLA, 
had planned the light and 
sound show six years ago, 
Sarma again made accusa-
tions against the Congress. 
“The Congress government 
then did not extend any 
help. Why will Congress 
help,” he asked, adding, 
“Congress will never help. 
Congress will think about 
Babar, but not Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj.

Jitan Ram Manjhi 
wades into 
Ramcharitmanas 
controversy
New Delhi: March 17: For-
mer Bihar chief minister 
Jitan Ram Manjhi on Friday 
forayed into the controver-
sy surrounding ‘Ramcharit-
manas’ which got triggered 
by utterances of a state 
minister a few months ago 
and has since refused to die 
down. Manjhi, who heads 
the Hindustani Awam 
Morcha and is part of the 
‘Mahagathbandhan’ gov-
ernment in the state, was 
reacting to questions.

Fake PMO 
official 
arrested in 
J&K was on 3rd 
‘VVIP visit’
New Delhi: March 17: The 
imposter arrested on Thurs-
day for posing as a top offi-
cial of the Prime Minister’s 
Office (PMO) was on his 
third ‘VVIP’ visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir when his luck 
failed him, an official said 
on Friday. Kiran Patel of Gu-
jarat was picked up from 
the Lalit Grand Palace Hotel 
in Srinagar after the police 
got suspicious.
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Telangana’s request to upgrade 14 
State roads to NH still pending

Hyderabad: A proposal 
for upgrading 1,656.6 km 
of inter-State and inter-
district roads into nation-
al highways, sent to the 
Centre by the Telangana 
government, is still await-
ing approval from the 
union Ministry of Road 
Transport & Highways. 
The proposals for some 
of these roads have been 
pending since 2015-16, 
with the Centre ignoring 
them in the latest budget 
proposal for the 2023-24 
fiscal too. According to 

the Budget Estimate de-
tails released by the Cen-
tre, the Ministry has pro-
posed Rs.6,612.44 crore 
in the 2023-24 budget for 
construction of roads and 
bridges in Telangana but 
in that proposal, the list of 
14 roads recommended 
by the State for upgrada-
tion has not found place. 
According to Roads & 
Buildings officials, the 
State government was 
expecting the Centre to 
honour its request and 
issue orders converting 

the State Highways into 
National Highways, but 
once again the Centre has 
ignored the request. The 
State government has 
been continuously com-
municating with the of-
ficials of the union Min-
istry of Road Transport 
& Highways to convert 
the State roads into Na-
tional Highways, but so 
far there has been no re-
sponse to their requests, 
R& B officials said. “If 
the proposal was ac-
cepted, Telangana would 

have benefited a lot as 
the road conversion to 
National Highways will 
improve connectivity and 
convenience for commut-
ers, besides promoting 
tourism,” a senior official 
said. The State govern-
ment had sent proposals 
to the union Ministry of 
Road Transport & High-
ways to consider a pro-
posal to upgrade 14 high-
priority roads connecting 
States, popular shrines 
and district headquarters. 
These included the Chou-
tuppal (NH-65)-Aman-
g a l - S h a d n a g a r - S a n -
gareddy (NH-65) – 182 
km, which is part of the 
Regional Ring Road and 
the Sarapaka (NH-30) – 
Eturunagaram (NH-163)- 
93 km stretch, which 
have been pending since 
2016. Similarly, Karim-
nagar (Junction NH-563) 
– Sircilla-Kamareddy-
Yellareddy-Pitlam (Junc-
tion NH-161) – 165 km 
stretch and Wanaparthy-
Kothakota-Gadwala-
Mantralayam (NH-167) 
stretch proposals have 
been pending since 2017.

Overseas Friends of BJP’ activist, who received 
Modi in Australia, arrested on rape charges

Hyderabad: A prominent 
BJP activist and founding 
president of the Overseas 
Friends of BJP in Austra-
lia, Balesh Dhankar, who 
is also a former associate 
of the Hindu Council of 
Australia, is now facing 
trial after being charged 
with 13 counts of sexual 
assaults, 17 counts of in-
timate recordings with-
out consent, six counts 
of using intoxicating sub-
stances to commit indict-
able offence, and assault 
with an act of indecency. 
Balesh Dhankar was 
prominent in organising 
the Sydney reception of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi when the PM vis-
ited Australia in 2014. He 
boasted of his access to 
the PM and posted pho-
tos with PM Modi on his 
social media accounts, 
according to reports in 
Australian media. On 
behalf of Hindu Council 
of Australia, he spoke at 
many functions includ-
ing interfaith seminars at 
the University of Sydney 
and at the Sydney Har-
bour Bridge climb organ-
ised by HCA in 2015. He 
was also in the leadership 
group at the Overseas 

Friends of BJP in Aus-
tralia. Police said Dhan-
kar filmed himself with 
a camera inside an alarm 
clock, raping five women 
who he had lured to fake 
job interviews to Hilton 
hotel. One newspaper 
report quoted Dr Yadu 
Singh, a well-known 
community elder, saying 
Dhankar was involved in 
organising the commu-
nity rally for the Indian 
PM in Sydney in Novem-
ber 2014. “A community 
newspaper in Sydney 
published many reports 
about him and his activi-
ties a few years ago, but 
the relevant people con-
ducted themselves very 
poorly and did not take 
any note of those reports. 
These allegations are ob-
viously serious and the 
Australian judicial pro-
cess will surely take them 
to the rightful conclusion 
in due course,” Singh 
added about the Balesh 
Dhankhar rape charge. 
The Sydney Morning 
Herald reported that the 
prosecutor told the jury at 
the opening of the trial on 
Tuesday that Dhankhar 
had a “particular interest” 
in young Korean women. 

He allegedly posted ads 
on Gumtree offering 
translation work to Ko-
rean-English speakers. 
He would then meet with 
them at the Hilton Hotel 
bar which was close to 
his Sydney apartment. 
Dhankhar had a “state of 
mind to satisfy his par-
ticular sexual interest” by 
posing as an interviewer 
and lying to them “so he 
could commit sexual acts 
on them and make inti-
mate recordings of them 
– and do so whilst they 
were under the influence 
of a substance”, the re-
port said. In a report from 
the court room, published 
by Sydney Morning 
Herald, another young 
woman recalled eating 
ice cream and having one 
glass of wine in his house 
and then nothing until 
a late-night call to her 
boyfriend. The woman 
remembers being naked 
and feeling dirty and diz-
zy, and remembers bright 
lights, a condom wrapper 
and feeling pain. The jury 
was told Dhankhar had a 
“particular tendency” to 
record intimate images 
and videos of uncon-
scious Asian and Korean 

women. Interestingly, 
Dhankhar’s barrister, 
Rebecca Mitchell, admit-
ted the allegations were 
unpleasant and confront-
ing, that Dhankhar had a 
sexual interest in women 
and used the ad to meet 
them, his business was 
false, and he was “decep-
tive”. She said that he 
also did not dispute hav-
ing a sexual relationship 
with the women. “Mr 
Dhankhar’s case is that 
each of the complain-
ants consented to sexual 
acts they engaged in but 
the prosecution needed 
to prove Dhankhar’s 
guilt,” Mitchell told the 
jury. Dhankhar also dis-
puted that the images 
were made without the 
women’s consent and de-
nied drugging them, the 
barrister said. Sergeant 
Katrina Gyde, the offi-
cer in charge of the case, 
told the court that a hard 
drive with 47 videos of 
him engaged in sexual 
intercourse was found in 
Dhankhar’s backpack. 
hard drive with 47 videos 
of him engaged in sexual 
intercourse was found in 
Dhankhar’s backpack.

CCTV cameras help ensure safety, 
prevent crimes: Ramagundam CP

Mancherial: Ramagun-
dam Commissioner of 
Police Rema Rajeshwari 
said that the CCTV cam-
era based surveillance 
systems would play a 

crucial role in prevention 
of crimes. She inaugu-
rated 30 CCTV cameras 
installed in Sector-1 un-
der Mancherial police 
station limits as part of 

community policing, on 
Thursday. Rajeshwari 
said offenders hesitate 
to committee a crime if 
a locality is under the 
surveillance of the cam-
eras. The system would 
be installed in other sec-
tors of the police station. 
She added that an action 
plan was being devised to 
meet the security needs 
of the growing popula-
tion of the town. The 
Commissioner also said 
a traffic training institute 
would be established in 
Mancherial soon. She 
stated that volunteers 
would be deployed to 
manage the traffic and to 
address traffic snarls. She 
informed that rehabilita-
tion would be extended 
to transgender persons. 
She then inaugurated a 
conference hall created at 
the office of Mancherial 

Former National DNT Commission Chairman 
meets BC Commission Chairman

Hyderabad: Former Na-
tional Commission for 
Denotified, Nomadic and 
Semi-Nomadic Tribes 
Chairman Balkrishna 
Renke on Thursday met 
with Telangana State 
Commission for Back-
ward Classes Chairman 
Dr Vakulabharanam 
Krishna Mohan Rao and 
discussed at length the 
issues confronting DNT, 
NT, and SNT Commu-
nities in the State. He 
was accompanied by 
representatives of a few 
nomadic castes. Dur-
ing the meeting, Renke 
lauded the measures be-
ing taken by Telangana 
government for the de-
velopment of these com-
munities, including in the 
BC-A list. However, he 
brought to the notice of 
the BC Commission that 
many castes were yet to 
receive the fruits of de-
velopment and stressed 
on the need for neces-
sary corrective steps to 

ensure their holistic de-
velopment. The State BC 
Commission had a big-
ger role to play and must 
make an integrated study 
and suggest constructive 
measures to make their 
lives better, he observed. 

These Communities had 
a substantial population 
in the State and devel-
opment should be acces-
sible to them, besides 
integrating them into the 
mainstream, he said. The 
former National DNT 

Commission Chairman 
discussed every issue of 
the nomadic communi-
ties during the meeting, 
which lasted for close to 
two hours. This was fol-
lowed with a separate 
meeting with Principal 

Hyderabad: It takes 
decades for any busi-
ness group to become a 
country’s largest airport 
operator. Ask the GMR 
Group, who entered the 
airports space in the early 
2000s and took the pro-
verbial slow and steady 
path to become the coun-
try’s largest airport op-
erator. On the other hand, 
it took just two years for 
Gautam Adani to surpass 
them and become India’s 
largest private airport 
operator. That too dur-
ing the raging days of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, 
when the aviation sec-
tor across the world 
went through the largest 
turbulence it ever saw. 
When other airport op-

erators faced severe fund 
crunches and devastating 
losses, the Adani Group 
was flying high, taking 
over eight airports, in-
cluding the upcoming 
Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport, all in just 
two years. How could a 
business group achieve 
that, that too in a time-
frame that included one 
of the most debilitating 
financial crisis the coun-
try saw as the pandemic 
tightened its grip on the 
markets? The answer is 
quite obvious. A friend 
who was always there 
for Adani’s needs was 
his friend in deed here 
too. The Modi-led Cen-
tre conceived and pushed 
through as well, with 

unprecedented speed, a 
proposal to privatize the 
six airports at Ahmed-
abad, Jaipur, Thiruva-
nanthapuram, Lucknow, 
Mangalore and Guwa-
hati. The paperwork 
was done in barely three 
months, from December 
2018 to February 2019. 
The paperwork, how-
ever, was not entirely in 
black and white. There 
were a lot of shades of 
grey as the government 
violated various laws and 
procedures while push-
ing through the proposal. 
That was not all. Rec-
ommendations made by 
the Department of Eco-
nomic Affairs (DEA) in 
the Ministry of Finance 
and even the NITI Aayog 

Question paper leak: TSPSC to reshuffle employees

Hyderabad: In the wake 
of the Assistant Engi-
neers recruitment ex-
amination question paper 
leak, the Telangana State 
Public Service Com-
mission (TSPSC) has 
decided to embark on 
a major administrative 
revamp that includes re-
shuffling employees and 
preparing fresh question 
papers for the forthcom-
ing examinations. To 
ensure the confidential-
ity of information, the 
TSPSC already decided 
to strengthen the cyber-

security of computer 
systems. It is also plan-
ning to seek the services 
of an IT expert to work 
with the commission on a 
permanent basis. Further, 
the TSPSC is working 
on re-shuffling its em-
ployees who have been 
working in the same sec-
tion for the past several 
years. These issues have 
been discussed at length 
during the commission’s 
internal meeting held in 
Hyderabad on Thursday, 
sources said. Meanwhile, 
the TSPSC will be pre-

paring fresh question pa-
pers for the upcoming ex-
aminations, including for 
recruitment to 22 posts 
of Horticulture Officer 
in the Horticulture De-
partment and 113 posts 
of Assistant Motor Ve-
hicle in the Transport De-
partment scheduled for 
April 4 and 23, respec-
tively. “As the Assistant 
Engineers recruitment 
exam question paper was 
leaked, the commission 
will be preparing fresh 
question papers for up-
coming exams by roping 

in new subject experts,” 
sources said. The com-
mission has already post-
poned the recruitment 
examinations to 175 va-
cancies of Town Plan-
ning Building Overseer 
Municipal Administra-
tion and Urban Develop-
ment Department sched-
uled for March 12 and 
185 vacancies of Veteri-
nary Assistant Surgeon 
in Veterinary and Animal 
Husbandry Department 
for March 15 and 16. The 
next dates of the exami-
nation will be announced 
shortly. As of now, the 
Group-I Main examina-
tion will be conducted as 
per the earlier announced 
schedule i.e., June 5 to 
12. So far, the commis-
sion has not prepared the 
question paper for this 
examination. As many as 
25,050 candidates were 
shortlisted for the Group-
I Main examination on 
the basis of the Group-I 
preliminary test. “Given 
the question paper leak, 
the commission.

Modani Files
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BS Yediyurappa Surrounded By BJP 
Workers, Forced To Cancel Poll Campaign

Bengaluru: The rift 
within the BJP in Karna-
taka was laid bare to the 
public on Thursday as 
former Karnataka Chief 
Minister BS Yediyurap-
pa was forced to cancel 
the party’s pre-election 
march in Chikkamaga-
luru district, after being 
gheraoed by party work-
ers apparently supporting 
party national general 
secretary CT Ravi. Mr 
Ravi had dismissed Mr 
Yediyurappa’s declara-
tion that his son BY Vi-
jayendra would contest 
from the family strong-
hold Shikaripura in Shi-
moga district in the up-
coming elections, which 
triggered a friction that 

resulted in Thursday’s 
showdown. Dramatic 
scenes unfolded at Mu-
digere constituency this 
afternoon as Mr Yediy-
urappa arrived to lead 
the BJP’s Vijay Sankalp 
Yatra. Sources said party 
workers and supporters 
of CT Ravi gheraoed the 
Lingayat strongman’s 
car, demanding that an 
assembly ticket not be 
given to MP Kumaras-
wamy, who is eyeing 
another term at the Mu-
digere constituency. Mr 
Kumaraswamy, known 
for his unfiltered com-
ments, is seen as a liabili-
ty by a section of the par-
ty. With Mr Yediyurappa 
holding a position in the 

parliamentary board, 
party workers hoped that 
he would not only be in 
a position to lobby for 
other aspirants, but also 
deny tickets, especially 
after he announced his 
son’s candidature from 
the Shikaripura constitu-
ency. There was also 
speculation that the in-
tention of the protesters 
was to make trouble and 
embarrass the Lingayat 
strongman, who is seen 
as indispensable by the 
party. Following the 
chaos, Mr Yediyurappa, 
visibly upset, was forced 
to cancel the roadshow.
Visuals from the spot 
showed him leaving the 
location without par-
ticipating in the yatra 
and CT Ravi, who was 
present at the spot, walk 
with his supporters in the 
other direction. Ahead of 
the elections due in May, 
infighting has peaked in 
the state BJP. In Kortage-
re, ticket aspirants were 
seen fighting ahead of 
the visit of Chief Min-

ister Basavaraj Bommai 
today. Cellphone videos 
from the spot showed as-
pirants for the Kortagere 
assembly seat -- Laksh-
mikant and Anil Kumar 
-- engage in a public 
spat. The argument was 
over putting up flex and 
banners in the area. The 
BJP came to power in 
Karnataka in 2019 after 
the coalition government 
of HD Kumarswamy and 
the Congress crashed a 
year after it was elected. 
The party is hoping for a 
second straight term, but 
is hamstrung by infight-
ing. Mr Yediyurappa, the 
BJP’s tallest leader in the 
south, had to step down 
from the Chief Minister 
post in 2021. This time, 
he said he would not con-
test the election but work 
behind the scenes and his 
younger son BY Vijay-
endra will contest from 
Shikaripura. The BJP has 
been unwilling to give 
Mr Vijayendra ticket or 
party post to ward off al-
legations.

Dr Srinivas Vooradi Ped-
dapalli, March 17: Quar-
terly Meeting of Official 
Language Implementa-
tion Committee Quar-
terly Meeting of Official 
Language Implementa-
tion Committee was held 
on Thursday evening at 
NTPC Ramagundam. 
The meeting was chaired 
by Sunil Kumar, Execu-
tive Director, Ramagun-
dam & Telangana. The 
progress of implementa-
tion of Hindi language 
in official work was re-
viewed. The success 
stories were appreciated 
and action plan was dis-
cussed. A short film on 
Rajbhasha by the Depart-
ment of Human Resourc-
es was released in the 
meeting. The movie high-
lighted the prevalence of 
Hindi language in a non 
Hindi speaking state with 
the intervention of NTPC 
Ramagundam. Students 
of St. Claire School en-
thralled the gathering 
with Sankrit Shlokas and 
poems followed by their 
meanings in Hindi. Ap-

preciating the students, 
Sunil Kumar, Execu-
tive Director, Ramagun-
dam & Telangana said, 
“Sanskrit  Shlokas when 
taught to students helps 
them inculcate moral val-
ues along with immense 
knowledge while ex-
tending positive energy. 
Further, he highlighted 
the importance of Hindi 
language saying, “Hindi 

language has the ability 
to bind all the cultures of 
the country in one thread 
and to actualise unity in 
diversity”. Later,  Alok 
Chandra Thakur, General 
Manager, Maintenance 
was also felicitated with 
appreciation letter re-
ceived from Government 
of India Official Lan-
guage Department. Gen-
eral Managers, Heads of 

Departments and other 
seniors officials of NTPC 
Ramagundam & Telan-
gana were also present at 
the meeting. SN Panigra-
hi, Regional Head of HR,  
Atar Singh Gautam, HoD 
Rajbhasha, CC graced 
the occasion virtually 
and extended their guid-
ance.

Kerala Assembly adjourned for the day amid 
Opposition protest over cases against UDF MLAs

The Kerala Assembly 
was adjourned for the day 
on Friday amid protests 
over registration of cas-
es against Congress-led 
UDF legislators under a 
non-bailable offence in 
connection with an al-
leged attack on House 
marshals during the ruck-
us in front of the office of 
Assembly Speaker A N 
Shamseer two days ago. 
The protest began after 
the speaker refused to 
allow Leader of the Op-
position V D Satheesan 
to raise the issue during 
Question Hour. The op-
position members pro-
tested against the Chair’s 
decision and trooped into 
the well of the House 
forcing the Speaker to 

adjourn the House for 
the day. The Kerala Po-
lice had registered cases 
against MLAs of the op-
position Congress-led 
UDF and ruling Left 
Front and a few mar-
shals in connection with 
the ruckus in front of the 
state Assembly Speaker’s 
office on Wednesday. The 
Assembly complex had 
witnessed unprecedented 
scenes on Wednesday 
when a section of UDF 
legislators who marched 
to the office of Speaker 
Shamseer, accusing him 
of being biased in the 
House, got into a scuffle 
with the House Marshals. 
At least four Opposition 
MLAs and seven watch-
and-ward staff 

who were injured in the 
exchange have sought 
treatment at various hos-
pitals here, sources had 
said. Museum police on 
Thursday registered a 
case against Left Demo-
cratic Front (LDF) MLAs 
H Salam and K M Sachin 
Dev and a few House 
Marshals under Sections 
324 and 323 of the Indian 

Penal Code (IPC) based 
on a complaint filed 
by United Democratic 
Front (UDF) legislator 
Saneesh Kumar Joseph. 
They have also regis-
tered a case against Op-
position MLAs based on 
a complaint filed by the 
Marshals under sections 
333 and 326 of the IPC. 
Reacting to the registra-

tion of the case against 
them, Opposition MLAs 
Anoop Jacob, Roji M 
John, Anwar Sadath, I C 
Balakrishnan, P K Ba-
sheer, K K Rema and 
Uma Thomas in a joint 
statement had termed the 
case “fake” and said they 
would challenge it legal-
ly and politically.

CPM Kerala leadership irked over 
leader’s picture on float during 

temple festival

Even as CPM in Kerala 
has been trying to inch 
closer towards various 
religions and faith, the 
party leadership is irked 
over displaying the pic-
ture of party state leader 
on a float during a temple 

festival at the party’s 
citadel, Kannur. Pictures 
of CPM state committee 
member and firebrand 
leader from Kannur, 
P Jayarajan, were dis-
played along with that of 
revolutionary leader Che 

Guevara as well as the 
party’s symbol on one of 
the floats during the fes-
tival in the district earlier 
this week. Also Read | 
Comprehensive probe 
into Kochi garbage fire; 
Congress raises allega-
tion against CM CPM 
Kannur district secretary 
M V Jayarajan said on 
Thursday that the party 
did not prefer using pic-
tures of politicians or 
symbols of political par-
ties in temple festivals. 
Politics should not be 
mixed with beliefs, he 
said. The reaction of the 
CPM leadership could be 
also seen as a strong mes-
sage against the popular-
ity being enjoyed.

Cost of suicides in Tamil Nadu: Rs 
30,000 cr or 1.3% of state GDP in 2021

The loss of lives due to 
suicides can have not just 
a psychological effect 
but a financial impact 
too. Citing a study con-
ducted by the Rehabilita-
tion Bioengineering Labs 
at the Indian Institute 
of Technology, Madras 
(IIT-M), the Times of In-
dia reported that the cost 
due to suicides, includ-
ing attempts in the state 
of Tamil Nadu for the 
year 2021 was around 
Rs 30,000 crore. This 
figure, in terms of state 
GDP, translates to 1.3%. 

Individually, it translates 
to Rs 1.29 crore. The 
cost also accommodates 
premature loss of life, 
health services, bereave-
ment, psychological im-
pact on survivors and 
productivity. The report, 

handed over to Health 
Minister Ma Subrama-
nian, further highlights 
the importance of suicide 
prevention initiatives in 
the form of a state-wide 
registry, strengthening 
district mental health 

Jagan government presents Rs 2.79 lakh 
crore Budget; welfare receives lion’s share

Andhra Pradesh Finance 
Minister Buggana Rajen-
dranath Reddy presented 
the state budget with an 
outlay of Rs 2.79 lakh 
crore for the financial 
year 2023-2024. In his 
budget speech in the AP 
assembly at Amaravati 
on Thursday, Buggana 
said that “Chief Minister 
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s 
vision is entwined in the 
welfare agenda with an 
enhanced social security 
system, more thrust on 
economic uplift of farm-
ers, women empower-

ment and handholding 
of weaker sections.” The 
state would go to as-
sembly polls, to be held 
simultaneously with 
the general elections, 
in April-May next year. 
Welfare is allocated the 
lion’s share with YSR 
Pensions provided Rs 
21,434 crore and the total 
Direct Benefit Transfers 
(DBT) running into Rs 
54,228 crore. The Chief 
Minister, in a tweet, 
termed the budget as 
“welfare-development 
oriented with education, 

health, medicare, farmer 
well-being and women 
empowerment being the 
core areas.” In the educa-
tion sector, Amma Vodi 
is given Rs 6,500 crore 
while Jagananna Vidya 
Deevena, Jagananna 
Vasathi Deevena, Jaga-
nanna Vidya Kanuka and 
Mana Badi Nadu-Nedu 
are allotted Rs. 2,841 
crore, Rs 2,200 crore, Rs 
560 crore and Rs 3500 
crore respectively. Fi-
nance Minister allotted 
Rs 15,882 crore for Med-
ical, Health and Family 

welfare, Rs 15,873 crore 
for Panchayati Raj and 
Rural Development, Rs 
9,381 crore for Munici-
pal and Urban Devel-
opment, Rs 6700 crore 
for YSR Asara, Rs 5000 
crore for YSR Cheyuta 
and Rs 1600 crore for 
YSR-PM Bima Yojana. 
Coming to economic 
empowerment of weaker 
sections, Rs 38,605 crore 
is allotted for BC com-
ponent, Rs 20,005 crore 
for SC component, Rs 
6,929 crore for ST com-
ponent, Rs 4887 crore 

for Kapu welfare and Rs 
4,203 crore for minority 
welfare. “The revenue 
expenditure is pegged at 
Rs 2.28 lakh crore while 
the capital expenditure is 
estimated to be Rs 31,061 
crore. The revenue deficit 
works out to Rs 22,316 
crore and the fiscal defi-
cit placed at Rs 54,587 
crore. The fiscal deficit 
would be 3.77 per cent 
of GSDP while revenue 
deficit would be 1.54 per 
cent of GSDP,” officials 
said. While Industry and 
Commerce.

Cases against MLAs over commotion in Kerala Assembly

While the Kerala As-
sembly was disrupted on 
Thursday also following 
protest by the Opposi-
tion Congress-led United 
Democratic Front, the 

police registered cases 
against MLAs of the rul-
ing front and Opposition 
as well as security staff in 
connection with the com-
motion on Wednesday. 

Cases were registered 
against two CPM MLAs 
and security personnel 
on the basis of a state-
ment given by Congress 
MLA Saneeshkumar 
Joseph, who was hos-
pitalised after fainting 
during the commotion 
in front of the Speaker’s 
office. Another case was 
registered against six 
MLAs of the Opposition, 
including two women, 
on the basis of the state-
ment given by a woman 

security staff who was 
allegedly manhandled. 
Non-bailable sections 
were learnt to be invoked 
against the Opposition 
MLAs. Meanwhile, as 
the Assembly proceed-
ings began on Thursday, 
Opposition leader V D 
Satheesan demanded 
action against the secu-
rity staff and some ruling 
front MLAs who alleged-
ly manhandled the oppo-
sition MLAs. Also Read | 
Kerala Assembly.

At least six people, in-
cluding women, were 
killed in a major fire that 
broke out in a multi-sto-
rey commercial complex 
in Secunderabad officials 
said. A senior police of-
ficer said the cause of 
death would be known 
after investigation but, 
most likely, inhaling 
smoke could be the rea-

son. “We have informa-
tion that six persons have 
died,” the officer said, 
adding the fire has been 
brought under control. 
Twelve people were ad-
mitted to different hos-
pitals and six of them 
died during treatment at 
one of the hospital, the 
officer said, adding the 
rest were still undergo-

ing treatment. The vic-
tims belong to Warangal 
and Khammam districts 
of Telangana. They were 
employed in a marketing 
company which had an 
office in the complex, of-
ficials said. According to 
a witness, the fire started 
at around 7.30 pm in the 
complex that houses sev-
eral offices. More than 10 

fire fighting vehicles, in-
cluding four fire engines, 
were rushed to the spot 
to extinguish the blaze 
as huge flames leapt out 
from one of floors of 
the eight-storey building 
earlier. Another official 
supervising rescue op-
eration said till midnight, 
there was still a lot of 
smoke coming .

Quarterly Meeting of Official Language 
Implementation Committee held 

Six killed in major fire in Hyderabad’s
Multi-storey commercial complex
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Aiming To Remove 50 Lakh Metric Ton 
Waste From Landfill: Arvind Kejriwal

New Delhi: Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal 
Thursday said the target 
of the Delhi government 
is to remove 50 lakh met-
ric ton of waste that is 
remaining at the Bhalswa 
landfill site by March next 
year. Mr Kejriwal visited 
the Bhalswa Landfill on 
Thursday and expressed 
satisfaction at the speed 
at which the work was 
going on to clear the 
legacy waste piled up at 
the site. He stressed on 
the need to clean Delhi at 
the earliest. Mr Kejriwal 
was informed by officials 
that against the initial tar-

get to remove 6,500 met-
ric tonnes of waste per 
day, 12,000 MT of waste 
will be removed every 
day soon. With this, the 
Bhalswa Sanitary Land-
fill will be cleared of all 
the garbage by March 
2024, they told the chief 
minister. The Bhalswa 
Landfill is a 28 year old 
site spread across 70 
acres. The landfill is one 
of the three infamous 
garbage mountains of 
Delhi. The initial height 
of the landfill was 65 me-
tres from ground level. 
When surveyed in 2019, 
it consisted of 80 Lakh 

MT of legacy waste. 
Since then, 24 Lakh MT 
of fresh waste has been 
dumped at the site and 
30.48 Lakh MT of waste 
has been bio-mined 
there. Talking to report-
ers, Mr Kejriwal said it 
was after the 2019 order 
of the NGT that work 
began to remove waste 
from the landfill site. 
“At that time, there was 
around 80 lakh metric 
tons of waste. From 2019 
until now, around 30 lakh 
metric tons of waste has 
been removed from this 
site and presently it holds 
around 50 lakh metric 
tons of waste. “The MCD 
now under the Aam Aad-
mi Party will work even 
faster and we are target-
ing to remove another 30 
lakh metric ton of waste 
by December this year,” 
he said. The CM added 
that the final target of 
the Delhi government is 
to remove the entire 50 
lakh metric ton of waste 

that is remaining at the 
site by March next year. 
Asserting that work has 
been ongoing at double 
the speed, he said the ini-
tial target was to remove 
6,500 metric tonnes of 
waste per day, but on 
Wednesday 9000 MT 
was removed. He also 
added that by the end of 
this month, 12000 MT of 
waste will be removed 
every day. He said with 
the speed at which the 
work was going on at the 
Bhalswa landfill site, the 
area would be cleared of 
all the garbage by March 
2024. Providing details 
about the waste gen-
eration in Delhi, he said 
around 11,000 MT of 
waste is generated every 
single day in the city. “Of 
this, around 8100 MT 
is cleared off on a daily 
basis through waste-to-
energy and other modes 
of segregation. There is 
a deficit of around 2800 
MT every day. For this 

purpose.
the process is underway 
in Okhla to dispose of 
an additional 1000 MT 
every day,” he said. For 
the remaining waste to 
be processed, a plant 
will come up in Bawana 
by 2026 and it will have 
a capacity of 2000 MT, 
he said. “Until then, the 
government has made 
temporary arrangements 
to clear off 2000 MT of 
waste over here at Bhals-
wa itself. On a daily basis, 
by the end of this month, 
around 10,000 MT of 
legacy waste and around 
2000 MT of daily waste 
will be cleared off,” he 
said. Talking about waste 
segregation, Mr Kejriwal 
highlighted that segrega-
tion of waste is important 
and urged the residents to 
try and segregate waste at 
source, i.e. in their house-
holds. However, he also 
said it is difficult to over-
night change the habits of 
residents.

Delhi Lt Governor Had Led Mob Against 
Medha Patkar In 2002, Alleges AAP

New Delhi: The AAP 
Thursday released a vid-
eo purportedly showing 
Delhi LG V K Saxena 
inciting a mob during the 
2002 Sabarmati Ashram 
attack in Ahmedabad. 
The party asked Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
to ensure that the Lt Gov-
ernor is held accountable 
for his “crimes.” There 
was no immediate reac-
tion from the LG office 
on Mr Saxena’s role in 
the incident which took 
place at the Mahatma 
Gandhi-founded ashram, 
where scores of jour-
nalists and activists had 
gathered to call for peace 
in the wake of the 2002 
Godhra train burning. 
Senior AAP Leader and 
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay 
Singh called upon the 
citizens of the country 
to “see and recognise the 
real face of the LG.” A 
man of criminal charac-
ter cannot be responsible 
for law and order and se-
curity in the national cap-
ital, he alleged. Mr Singh 
in a press conference 

here shared a video that 
purportedly showed Mr 
Saxena inciting and lead-
ing a mob that attacked 
activist Medha Patkar 
in 2002 at Sabarmati 
Ashram. Mr Saxena was 
named “Accused No. 4” 
in the FIR filed in con-
nection with the incident, 
he said. He went on to ac-
cuse Mr Saxena of riot-
ing, voluntarily causing 
hurt, wrongful restraint, 
criminal intimidation, 
unlawful assembly, and 
intentional insult with in-
tent to provoke breach of 
peace citing the FIR. “It 
is shameful for the entire 
country that a goon who 
led a violent mob attack 
on Medha Patkar, who 

has received many inter-
national honours for her 
contribution to uphold-
ing human rights, includ-
ing the Mother Teresa 
Award for Social Justice, 
was made the Lieuten-
ant General of Delhi,” he 
said. Mr Singh also said 
that Mr Saxena has filed 
an affidavit in the case, 
arguing that a criminal 
trial against him be kept 
in abeyance till he con-
tinues to occupy the of-
fice of LG. LG Saxena 
has argued that he should 
enjoy immunity from be-
ing answerable to courts 
while holding office, 
stating that his position 
“enjoys the ‘status of of-
fice.

In Delhi Assembly, BJP To Bring No-Confidence 
Motion Against Arvind Kejriwal Government

New Delhi: The budget 
session of the Delhi As-
sembly, starting Friday, 
is likely to witness heated 
exchanges between the 
treasury and opposition 
benches, with the ruling 
AAP targeting LG V K 
Saxena and the Centre 
over the arrest of Man-
ish Sisodia and the BJP 
bringing a no-confidence 
motion against the Ar-
vind Kejriwal govern-
ment. The session will 
start with an address by 
the lieutenant governor 
(LG) and the budget will 
be presented on March 
21, officials said. A se-
nior Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) leader said that 
the session will have dis-
cussions on the arrest of 

former deputy chief min-
ister Sisodia and how the 
lieutenant governor was 
interfering in the works 
of the elected govern-
ment. “The party will 
also raise the issue of the 
LG being involved in an 
incident with noted so-
cial activist Medha Pat-
kar in 2002. We will also 
raise the issue of misuse 
of CBI and ED by the 
BJP-ruled Centre and the 
LG’s interference in gov-
ernment functioning,” 
he said. Another senior 
functionary of the AAP 
said, “The misuse of CBI 
and ED by the Centre is 
the biggest issue. The 
world’s best education 
minister, Manish Sisodia, 
has been put behind bars 

in a false case. This is the 
biggest issue of Delhi.” 
Leader of Opposition in 
the Assembly Ramvir 
Singh Bidhuri said in a 
statement that the BJP 
will bring a no-confi-
dence motion against the 
Arvind Kejriwal govern-
ment over its involve-
ment in “corruption”. 
The BJP MLAs, in a joint 
statement, said that they 
will corner the Kejriwal 
government as its two 
ministers were behind 
bars and it was facing 
allegations of “scams” 
involving liquor policy, 
classroom construction, 
electricity subsidy, and 
snooping by its Feedback 
Unit. “In such a situation, 
this government has no 

moral or constitutional 
right to be in office and 
a no-confidence motion 
is being brought against 
the government,” it said. 
Bidhuri said the budget 
session has been called 
only for five days, out of 
which the provision of 
question hour has been 
kept only on two days. 
“This is like attacking the 
rights of the legislators 
and this government is 
continuously robbing the 
rights of the legislators,” 
he alleged. The BJP will 
demand that the session 
be extended by at least 
10 days, he said. The BJP 
MLAs have given notic-
es to discuss the serious 
problems of Delhi in the 
Assembly and they want 

that all issues should be 
discussed so that the truth 
can come before the pub-
lic, he said. Issues such as 
corruption, air pollution, 
drinking water crisis, 
collapse of the transport 
system, non-opening of 
new schools and col-
leges, lack of teachers, 
irregularities in mohalla 
clinics, and the Yamuna 
pollution will be raised 
by the opposition MLAs, 
he said. Delhi minister 
Saurabh Bharadwaj said 
the session will focus on 
making Delhi a modern, 
clean and development-
oriented city. “There will 
be more focus on provid-
ing funds for sanitation, 
cleaning garbage moun-
tains.

Woman Found Dead In Rented House In 
Delhi, Cops Looking For Her Husband

New Delhi: A 25-year-
old woman was found 
with her throat slit Thurs-
day afternoon inside her 
rented house in the north-
east Delhi’s Karawal 

Nagar area, police said. 
Police found one Nisha, 
a resident of Rama Bai 
Mohalla, Karawal Nagar, 
dead with her throat ap-
parently slit with a sharp 

edged weapon, a senior 
police officer said. Her 
32-year-old husband, 
Azeez, is missing along 
with their two children, 
police said. The couple 
was married for the last 
nine years. There is a 
history of frequent fights 
between them. They 
were living on rent and 
had shifted to this house 
just five days ago, the 
officer said. The victim 
had last spoken with a 
friend around 11 pm on 
Wednesday. Azeez, a 
native of Kasganj in Ut-
tar Pradesh, works as a 
glass carpenter in Bha-
janpura, police said. Pro-
motedListen to the latest 
songs, only on JioSaavn.
com Several teams have 
been formed.

Delhi Cops Identify Man In Video Showing 
People Riding Atop Moving Cars

Delhi Cops Identify Man 
In Video Showing Peo-
ple Riding Atop Moving 
Cars One of the men has 
been identified as Prince 
Pandit who has a You-
Tube channel (Represen-
tational) New Delhi: The 
Delhi Police has identi-
fied one of the many men 
in a video that showed up 
on social media recently 
in which they were seen 
riding on top of moving 
cars and in their win-
dows, it said on Thurs-
day. In the 1.15-min-long 
video, a group of men 
were seen cheering and 

waving riding on top of 
moving cars. A senior po-
lice officer said that the 
video seemed to be an 
edited version of differ-
ent clips and was prob-
ably shot last November. 
“Cognizance of the mat-
ter has been taken. We are 

inquiring into it to iden-
tify the offenders and to 
get the details of the time 
of incident. Appropri-
ate legal action shall be 
taken against the offend-
ers,” Delhi Police said in 
a tweet. One of them has 
been identified.

Rs 80,000 Budget To Include Double-Decker Flyovers

New Delhi: The 2023-24 
budget of the AAP gov-
ernment, to be tabled in 
the assembly on Tues-
day, will have “the big-
gest” outlay of capital 
expenditure for infra-
structure projects such as 
roads and double-decker 
flyovers, Delhi govern-
ment sources said. With 

a boost in tax revenue, 
the government’s bud-
get outlay for 2023-24 
may be close to ₹ 80,000 
crore, they said ahead of 
the Budget Session of 
the Delhi assembly that 
will start on Friday. The 
Arvind Kejriwal gov-
ernment’s plan to beau-
tify and modernise the 

national capital’s infra-
structure will be the main 
focus of Budget 2023-24. 
“The budget will have the 
biggest outlay for capital 
expenditure towards in-
frastructure projects in 
the last eight years of the 
Kejriwal government,” a 
source in the Delhi gov-
ernment said and added 
that education and health 
will also be major focus 
areas. The Delhi govern-
ment has plans to up-
grade and beautify the 
entire 1,400 kilometres 
road network of the pub-
lic works department and 
nearly ₹ 20,000 crore 
will be spent over a pe-

riod of 10 years on the 
project, he said. Three 
double-decker flyovers 
will be constructed in the 
city with the lower deck 
for vehicles and the upper 
deck for metro rail trains, 
the source said. The Ke-
jriwal government in the 
last eight years has com-
pleted 28 flyovers and 
underpasses, and another 
30 flyovers, underpasses 
and bridges will be con-
structed by it, he said. 
The tax collection of the 
government in the cur-
rent and the next finan-
cial year is expected to 
remain as per estimates, 
the sources said. The an-

nual budget size of the 
government for 2022-23 
was ₹ 75,800 crore and 
₹ 69,000 crore in the year 
earlier. The Delhi assem-
bly’s Budget Session will 
start with Lt Governor V 
K Saxena addressing the 
House. The budget will 
be presented on March 
21 and it will be preceded 
by an Outcome Budget of 
the government. Finance 
Minister Kailash Gahlot 
will present his first bud-
get in the assembly. He 
was given charge of the 
department after the res-
ignation of deputy chief 
minister Manish Sisodia 
who was arrested.

YouTuber Arrested After Old Videos Of 
Birthday Bash On Car Roof Go Viral

New Delhi: A YouTuber 
named Prince Dixit was ar-
rested by Delhi Police on 

Thursday for violating traf-
fic rules in the capital city. 
According to the police, 

Dixit had celebrated his 
birthday on 16 December 
last year, with his friends 
standing atop moving cars 
on the National Highway 
passing from Akshardham 
to Ghaziabad. Videos of the 
stunt went viral on social 
media following which the 
police jumped into action. 
“Cognizance of the mat-
ter has been taken. We are 
inquiring into it to identify 
the offenders & to get the 
details of the time of inci-

dent. Appropriate legal ac-
tion shall be taken against 
the offenders,” a Delhi Po-
lice statement read. In the 
viral videos, the YouTuber 
and his friends can be seen 
on rooftops of moving cars, 
driving at high speeds with 
loud music playing in the 
background. Dixit’s birth-
day cavalcade even had 
some men pushing through 
open windows of cars and 
some dancing on bonnets. 
Post a comment.

Delhi Man Arrested, Teen Detained For Robbing 
55-Year-Old At Metro Station

Delhi Man Arrested, Teen 
Detained For Robbing 
55-Year-Old At Metro Sta-
tion According to police, 
the accused has more than 
10 cases of robbery. (Rep-
resentational) New Delhi: 
A person was arrested and 
a juvenile detained for al-
legedly robbing a 55-year-
old man’s phone at Pratap 
Nagar Metro Station in the 
national capital, informed 
police. The accused was 
identified as Ankur, the 

sleuths informed further. 
“The victim was robbed of 
his mobile phone by two 
persons at Pratap Nagar 
Metro Station after choking 
him from behind. He was 
going to his home at Kishan 
Ganj from Pratap Nagar 
Metro station when the in-
cident took place,” a police 
officer said. According to 
police, the accused has more 
than 10 cases of robbery 
and snatching registered at 
Gulabi Bagh, Sarai Rohilla, 

Moti Nagar and Karol Bagh 
police stations. “A case vide 
FIR no 92/2023 under sec-
tion 392/394/397/34 dated 
March 16, 2023 was reg-
istered for further action,” 
the officer said. Further 
investigation is underway. 
Earlier, on March 9, a jew-
ellery showroom owner 
sustained serious head inju-
ries after a private security 
guard allegedly hit him with 
a hammer after committing 
a robbery, police said. The 

accused guard, identified as 
Pawan Das, was arrested by 
New Friends Colony Police 
from the Khagaria district 
of Bihar. The alleged inci-
dent took place at the New 
Friends Colony area of 
southeast Delhi on March 
8. Preliminary investigation 
revealed that the accused 
was in debt, officers said. 
“The Showroom owner was 
seriously injured in the at-
tack,” he said, adding,
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BJP Won’t Let Rahul Gandhi Speak In 
Parliament Without An Apology

New Delhi: Amid chaos 
in the parliament, lead-
ing to adjournment of 
both houses for the sec-
ond consecutive day, 
sources in the BJP today 
said they won’t let Con-
gress MP Rahul Gandhi 
speak in the house un-
less he apologises for 
his remarks on Indian 
democracy in London. 
Both houses of the par-
liament were adjourned 
again today amid loud 
sloganeering from the 
BJP, which is demand-
ing Congress MP Rahul 
Gandhi apologise for his 

remarks at Cambridge 
University, and opposi-
tion parties demanding 
a Joint Parliamentary 
Committee probe into the 
Adani-Hindenberg row. 
Audio of the proceed-
ings were muted while 
chaos ensued inside the 
parliament. Congress, re-
peating Rahul Gandhi’s 
charge that microphones 
of opposition leaders 
were muted in the parlia-
ment, took a dig at Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
“Earlier, the mic used 
to be turned off, today 
even the proceedings of 

the House were muted. 
The house is mute for 
PM Modi’s friend,” the 
grand-old-party tweeted 
in Hindi. Rahul Gandhi 
was seen in the Lok Sab-
ha for the second time to-
day since the row erupted 
over his comments, but 
the house was adjourned 
till next week before any 
business could be done. 
Mr Gandhi has said he 
wants to respond to al-
legations against him 
inside the house, but the 
BJP is adamant that he 
apologises first. Call-
ing Mr Gandhi’s remark 
“egregious and gravely 
offensive”, BJP National 
Spokesperson Shehzad 
Poonawalla said Mr Gan-
dhi should apologise out-
side before seeking re-
course in the parliament. 
“It is sad that the EGO 
on 1 Parivar is above IN-
STITUTION OF PAR-
LIAMENT (sic)? Rahul 
has made an egregious & 
gravely offensive remark 
against our sovereignty 
by demanding foreign in-
tervention on foreign soil 
If he is serious about Par-

liament he should have 
apologised immediately 
outside before seeking 
recourse in Parliament 
You cannot undermine 
Parliament & then seek 
its recourse Pehle Maafi 
Maango Desh se (first 
apologise to the nation),” 
he tweeted. Union Minis-
ter Anurag Singh Thakur, 
referring to Rahul Gan-
dhi’s “unfortunately, I am 
Member Of Parliament” 
slip-up yesterday, said 
he is truly an unfortunate 
MP because he is defam-
ing the same parliament 
that he is a part of. He 
also demanded an un-
conditional apology from 
him. “He does not know 
that the House is run by 
procedures, and policies. 
I had also brought the 
booklet of rules for him. 
If he attended the parlia-
ment, he would under-
stand. He does not read, 
and rarely comes to the 
parliament. Telling one 
lie after another has be-
come his habit. You lied, 
and tried to show that you 
are bigger than the parlia-
ment.

Seven Men, Including Delhi Police Personnel, 
Thrash Meat Vendors, Urinate On Them

New Delhi: Two meat 
vendors were allegedly 
beaten up and robbed 
by seven men, including 
three Delhi Police per-
sonnel, in east Delhi’s 
Shahdara, a senior officer 
said. The incident took 
place in Anand Vihar 
area on March 7 when 
the two meat vendors 
were travelling in their 
car and hit a scooter. The 
accused, alleged to be 
‘gau rakshaks’, urinated 
on the victims’ faces and 
threatened to kill them, 
the police said on Thurs-
day. Reportedly, a case 
was registered four days 
later, even though the 
victims had approached 
the police immediately. 
All the seven men in-
volved in the incident 
were booked and the 
three policemen, one of 
them an assistant sub-in-
spector, were suspended, 
the police said. by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksY-
ou May Like Basics of 
DSA: Stacks & Queues 
- Free Live Masterclass 
Scaler Academy Check 

19 Year-Old Becomes 
Richest Boy In Mum-
bai A3 Trading Nawab, 
who supplies meat to 
the Ghazipur slaughter-
house and a resident of 
Mustafabad, was headed 
home in his car with his 
cousin Shoaib when he 
hit a scooter near Anand 
Vihar. They were carry-
ing meat in the car, ac-
cording to the FIR. The 
scooter driver demanded 
Rs 4,000 in damages 
from them. Just then a 
PCR van arrived there 
and one of the policemen 
took Rs 2,500 from the 
meat suppliers and gave 
it to the scooter driver, 
the FIR stated. The po-
liceman then demanded 
Rs 15,000 from the meat 
suppliers and threatened 
to take them to the police 
station if they did not pay 
up, it said. The victims 
alleged the policemen in 
the PCR van called four 
other people and took 
them to an isolated spot. 
Nawab and Shoaib were 
confined and thrashed 
by the accused, who also 

tried to cut their hands 
with a knife. The accused 
also urinated on their 
faces and threatened to 
kill them, it added. The 
policemen also accused 
them of slaughtering 
cows and threatened to 
dump their bodies in a 
drain after killing them. 
The policemen allegedly 
extorted Rs 25,500 from 
the victims. The victims 
were “injected” with 
some narcotic and made 
to sign a few “blank pa-
pers” by the policemen, 

the FIR stated. The vic-
tims sustained injuries 
on their limbs and back, 
and were taken to the 
GTB Hospital, the police 
said. A case was filed on 
March 10 against the ac-
cused on charges of ex-
tortion and voluntarily 
causing hurt, they said. A 
senior police officer said 
they are verifying the 
allegations of the com-
plainant. However, as 
per preliminary inquiry, 
departmental action has 
been initiated against.

600 Madrasas Have Been Closed; Now I Will Shut 
Down...’: Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sharma

Himanta Biswa Sarma, the 
chief minister of Assam, as-
serted on Thursday that he 
has closed 600 madrassas 
and plans to close them all 
because he prefers schools, 
colleges, and institutions. 
Speaking to a crowd for 
“Shiva Charithe” at Bel-
gavi’s Shivaji Maharaj 
Garden in the upcoming 
election-bound state of Kar-
nataka, Sarma claimed that 
visitors from Bangladesh 
pose a danger to the civi-
lization and culture of the 
northeastern state. “People 
from Bangladesh travel to 
Assam and endanger our 
culture and society. We 
don’t want madrassas, so 
I’ve closed 600 of them and 
plan to shut them all down. 
We want schools, colleges, 
and universities,” Sarma 
was cited as saying by the 
news agency ANI. by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksYou 
May Like Basics of DSA: 
Stacks & Queues - Free 

Live Masterclass Scaler 
Academy Add a ‘Dr.’ to 
your name Golden Gate 
University Decision Of Su-
preme Court The decision 
by the Assam government 
to turn madrasas into regu-
lar schools has been up-
held by the Guwahati High 
Court. Several madrasa 
organizations appealed the 
High Court’s decision to the 
Supreme Court. However, 
the Supreme Court did not 
block the initiative taken by 
the Assam administration. 
In this case, the Himanta 
administration made the 
decision to convert the ma-
drasas into regular govern-
ment-aided schools by clos-
ing them entirely. Assam 
Government’s Argument 
The Assam government has 
resolved to turn all madra-
sas in the state into general 
schools because it believes 
that education should be 
secular. The Assam gov-
ernment had declared that 

it covered the majority of 
the costs for the institu-
tions that provide madrasa 
education at the time of the 
decision in 2020. Further-
more, the government does 
not foot the bill for offering 
distinct benefits to any one 
group. The Guwahati High 
Court affirmed the state’s 
declaration and judgment. 
‘Jihadi’ Doctrine Of Assam 
CM Sarma asserted that As-
sam had turned into a hub of 
‘jihadi activities’ last year 
after five “jihadi” units with 
connections to Bangladeshi 
terror organizations with 
ties to Al Qaida were dis-
covered. At least six ABT 
members from Bangladesh 
entered India illegally be-
tween 2016 and 2017, ac-
cording to intelligence re-
ports, Sarma said, in order 
to establish terror modules 
and sleeper cells by indoc-
trinating local youths with 
‘jihadi’ doctrine. ‘New Mu-
ghal’ Theory At a gathering 

in Belgavi, Sarma also criti-
cized the Congress, say-
ing the group represented 
the ‘new Mughals today’ 
and that it demonstrated 
how the Mughal emper-
ors dominated Indian his-
tory. “Once upon a time, 
the ruler of Delhi spoke of 
tearing down temples, but 
today, under PM Modi’s 
leadership, I speak of erect-
ing temples. This is the new 
India. This emerging India 

is being weakened by Con-
gress. The new Mughals are 
represented by Congress 
today”, Sarma said. The As-
sam chief minister claimed 
that Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj was also a signifi-
cant figure in Indian history 
and accused Congress and 
Communists of emphasiz-
ing the Mughals in that 
period. “The Congress and 
Communists demonstrated 
that Babur, Aurangzeb, 

As Delhi-NCR Gets Warmer, Light Rain 
Expected To Bring Relief Today

New Delhi: The national 
capital is likely to wit-
ness light rain on Fri-
day which will bring 
some respite from the 
warm weather, the India 
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said. The 
minimum temperature 
in Delhi was recorded at 
17.5 degrees Celsius, it 
said. The relative humid-
ity was recorded at 66 per 

cent at around 8:30 am. 
The maximum tempera-
ture, which has been hov-
ering around 35 degrees 
Celsius for the past few 
days, is expected to settle 
at 30 degrees Celsius, the 
IMD said. An IMD of-
ficial said the capital is 
likely to witness general-
ly cloudy skies with light 
rain during the day. The 
air quality index (AQI) 

in Delhi was recorded 
in the ‘moderate’ (185) 
category at around 9 am, 
according to System of 
Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting and Research 
(SAFAR) data. An AQI 
between zero and 50 is 
considered ‘good’, 51 
and 100 ‘satisfactory’, 
101 and 200 ‘moderate’, 
201 and 300 ‘poor’, 301 
and 400 ‘very poor.

“Dishonourable Act”: Varun Gandhi’s Dig 
At Rahul Gandhi After No To Oxford

New Delhi: In what is 
being seen as a dig at his 
cousin, Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi, BJP lead-

er Varun Gandhi, who 
on Thursday said he has 
declined an invitation to 
participate in a debate 

organised by the Oxford 
University on whether In-
dia, under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, “is on the right 
path”, today tweeted 
that subjecting India’s 
choices and challenges 
to international scrutiny 
“is a dishonourable act” 
to him. India’s polity 
regularly offers space for 
critique and constructive 
suggestion, he added. “I 
have declined the invita-
tion for a debate at the 

Oxford Union. India’s 
polity regularly offers us 
a space to critique & pro-
vide constructive sugges-
tions to improve our poli-
cies. Subjecting India’s 
choices & challenges to 
international scrutiny, 
for me, is a dishonour-
able act,” Varun Gandhi 
tweeted along with a 
newspaper article on his 
decision to reject the Ivy 
League college’s invita-
tion. He has written to the 
Oxford University that he 

Devendra Fadnavis Mentions “Trap” Set To 
Catch Woman Who Tried To Bribe Wife

Mumbai: Devendra Fad-
navis spoke about the 
‘trap’ that the Maharash-
tra government and the 
state police had laid to 
catch a designer who al-
legedly tried to bribe and 
blackmail his wife, Am-
ruta Fadnavis. Amruta 
Fadnavis, in a First In-
formation Report (FIR), 
alleged that a woman 
named ‘Aniksha’, claim-
ing to be a designer, tried 
to bribe her, offering her 
₹ 1 crore to intervene in 
a criminal case involv-

ing her father, who is 
a bookie. She filed the 
complaint on February 
20. After being cornered 
by the Opposition in the 
Maharashtra assembly, 
Mr Fadnavis spoke at 
length about the case. He 
told the house that Anik-
sha used to meet Amruta 
Fadnavis in 2015-16, but 
then the visits stopped. 
She again met Ms Fad-
navis in 2021 and con-
vinced her that she is 
a designer, the Deputy 
Chief Minister of Maha-

rashtra said. According 
to the FIR, Ms Fadnavis 
said the woman sent her 
video clips, voice notes, 
and messages from an 
unknown number on 
February 18 and 19. 
The Mumbai Police has 
filed a case against the 
woman and her father 
for conspiracy under the 
Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act. Mr Fadnavis 
told the House that the 
designer ingratiated her-
self with his wife in an 
attempt to save her fa-

ther. “The FIR details the 
corruption and bribery 
attempt. Anil Jaisinghani 
is a bookie, missing for 
four or five years. There 
are 14 cases against him. 
His daughter Aniksha, 
who is educated, got in 
touch with my wife after 
the Maha Vikas Aghadi 
(MVA) came to power,” 
Mr Fadnavis told report-
ers. Devendra Fadnavis 
said that the FIR by his 
wife was deliberately not 
made public.

Traffic Chaos From South Delhi Flyover Closure Spills Into Fifth Day
Noida resident Sunita 
Singh relies on the Chirag 
Delhi flyover to travel to her 
workplace near IIT-Delhi. 
These days, her daily com-
mute is dotted by count-
less stops and inordinate 
delays as closure of one of 
the flyover’s carriageways 
for repairs has choked traf-
fic along the route. “I have 
no option but to take this 
route. I am waiting for the 

work to finish so that it can 
return to normality. It’s not 
that there were no jams 
before the closure but that 
used to happen once in a 
while. Now, it has became 
a daily affair,” she said. Traf-
fic snarls stemming from 
the closure of key stretches 
for repair and construc-
tion works in south Delhi 
spilled into the fifth day on 
Friday. The Chirag Delhi fly-

over closed on Sunday for a 
combined 50 days while a 
section of the Delhi-Jaipur 
Highway (NH-48) between 
Rangpuri and Rajokari was 
shut for 90 days from Tues-
day. The Delhi Traffic Police 
has been regularly updat-
ing commuters about traf-
fic movement along the 
routes on its official Twitter 
handle. A senior traffic po-
lice official said, “We have 

deployed extra personnel 
along the closed routes 
and those on the ground 
are trying their best to 
ensure smooth flow. “At 
present, the movement 
of vehicles is slow due to 
the construction work on 
the other carriageway of 
the (Chirag Delhi flyover) 
route. Our personnel have 
been suggesting alternate 
routes to reduce incon-

venience.” The police are 
alerting commuters about 
the flow of traffic and urg-
ing them to follow its ad-
visory to plan their jour-
neys. “Movement of traffic 
is slow from Nehru Place 
towards IIT flyover due to 
traffic diversions along Chi-
rag Delhi flyover. Presently, 
there is delay of 15-20 min-
utes to commute through 
this stretch. Kindly see the 

advisory,” the Delhi Traffic 
Police said in a tweet. It 
also informed commuters 
about the diversions along 
NH-48 since a section of 
the Delhi-Jaipur Highway 
has also been closed for 
construction. “Movement 
of traffic is slow on the 
carriageway from Dhaula 
Kuan towards Rajokari due 
to traffic diversions along 
NH-48. Presently.



6 Edit Indian Horizon Hyderabad
            Saturday | March 18 |2023

The RSS Is No Longer 
What It Used To Be

Editorial

In a recent column on 
this website, my friend 
and senior journal-
ist, Javed Ansari, ex-
pressed the hope that 
the Rashtriya Swayam-
seva Sangh (RSS), “the 
ideological fountain-
head of the Sangh Or-
ganization”, is “ideally 
suited” to “rein in the 
hotheads in the govern-
ment and also among its 
ideological fellow trav-
elers like the VHP and 
the Bajrang Dal”. His 
hope was expressed in 
the context of the recent 
meetings of the RSS 
chief, Mohan Bhagwat, 
with five prominent 
members of the Muslim 
community. Two days 
later, Bhagwat went to 
a mosque in New Delhi 
to meet with the chief 
of the All-India-Imam 
Organization, Dr Imam 
Umer Ahmed Ilyasi. 
He also interacted with 
students of a madrasa. 
Ilyasi was sufficiently 
overwhelmed by this 
gesture to call Bhagwat 
the ‘Rastra Pita’, the 
father of the nation, a 
label hitherto used only 
for Mahatma Gandhi. 
999is9lo Mohan Bhag-
wat visited a mosque 
and a Madrasa in Delhi. 
The RSS explained that 
these meeting were part 
of the ‘samvad’ or dia-
logue that the organiza-
tion has always sought 
to establish between 
different religious com-
munities. Civilized 
samvad has been one 
of our great traditions, 
and we need to revive 
it. If the RSS feels that a 
dialogue will help stem 
the current systemic de-
monization and alien-
ation of the minorities, it 
is a good thing. Such an 
overture was long over-
due, but is it too late, 
or largely symbolic, or 
even efficacious, given 
the changes that have 
already been wrought 
in the last eight years? 
It is here that, even as 
I wish to believe in the 
optimism expressed by 
Javed Ansari, I have 
my doubts. The primary 
reason is that the RSS is 
no longer in control of 
the extreme right-wing 
forces it has itself em-
powered in the last few 
years. The RSS, not-
withstanding its mis-
guided support for the 
unachievable, impracti-
cal and outdated con-
cept of a Hindu Rash-
tra, has to be assessed in 
perspective. Its avowed 

purpose has been of 
uniting and strengthen-
ing the Hindu commu-
nity, which, in itself, 
cannot be faulted. It also 
stands for robust ser-
vice in the interests of 
the nation in moments 
of crisis. During the 
Partition and thereafter, 
RSS cadres contributed 
to the rehabilitation of 
Hindu refugees, leading 
the future President of 
the Republic, Dr Zakir 
Hussain, to say in 1949: 
“The allegations against 
the RSS of violence and 
hatred against Muslims 
are wholly false. Mus-
lims should learn the 
lesson of mutual love, 
cooperation and orga-
nization from RSS”. In 
1962, the RSS contrib-
uted actively to the war 
effort against China. 
This impressed Prime 
Minister Nehru, who 
invited the RSS to field 
a contingent of Sway-
amsevak in the 1963 
Republic Day Parade 
in New Delhi. The RSS 
also distinguished itself 
in assisting Prime Min-
ister Lal Bahadur Shas-
tri during the 1965 war 
with Pakistan. Shastri 
invited the then RSS 
chief, MS Golwalkar, 
to an all-party meet. In 
the 1971 war with Paki-
stan, RSS volunteers 
were the first to donate 
blood and help the army 
to dig trenches. Field 
Marshall Carisppa paid 
a glowing tribute to 
these efforts: “RSS is 
my heart’s work...The 
country is standing in 
need of your services.” 
When Indira Gandhi 
imposed the Emergen-
cy in 1975, RSS cad-
res played a significant 
role in clandestinely 
working for the resto-
ration of democracy. 
Jayaprakash Narayan, 
earlier a staunch critic 
of the RSS, acknowl-
edged, “RSS is a revo-
lutionary organization. 
No other organization 
in the country comes 
anywhere near it. It 
alone has the capac-
ity to transform society 
and casteism, and wipe 
the tears from the eyes 
of the poor.” But the 
RSS is no longer what 
it used to be. It has al-
lowed itself to be taken 
over by lumpen ele-
ments which, through 
their action and speech, 
are becoming clones of 
the same condemnable 
Islamic fundamentalism 
they want to fight. 

Akhilesh Yadav’s Jinnah Remark - Bad Call Or Concerted Move?
At an event in Hardoi in 
Central Uttar Pradesh 
on Sunday, an upbeat 
Akhilesh Yadav who has 
embarked on a rath yatra 
for the forthcoming elec-
tions, went on and on 
about the great contribu-
tions of “The Iron Man 
of India” - Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel. His hour-
long speech appeared 
to serve for supporters 
of his party as a master 
class in history. Except 
that in the middle of it, 
Mr Yadav, a one-time 
Chief Minister of India’s 
most politically crucial 
state, dropped a name 
that activated a huge 
controversy: Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah. “Sardar Patel, 
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawa-
harlal Nehru and Jinnah 
studied at the same insti-
tute and became barris-
ters. They became barris-
ters and they fought for 
India’s freedom. They 
never backed away from 
any struggle,” said Mr 
Yadav in a region where 
his Samajwadi Party has 
traditionally performed 
well. During the peak of 
the BJP wave in 2017, 
Hardoi remained with the 
Samajwadi Party. qmkc-
sll Akhilesh Yadav, in his 
speech, went on and on 
about the great contribu-
tions of “The Iron Man 
of India” First things first 
- Mr Yadav stated a fact. 
The four people he men-
tioned in the same breath 
were, at various points, 
alumni from University 
College London - Jinnah 
in the Links Inn wing, 
Gandhi and Nehru in the 
Inner Temple and Sar-
dar Patel in the Middle 
Temple of the college. It 
is also a fact that they all 
fought for freedom from 

British rule. But the part 
that has infused much 
backlash was Mr Yadav 
likening Jinnah’s role 
to that of Patel, the Ma-
hatma and Nehru. While 
they fought for uniting 
India, it is a historical 
fact that Jinnah pressed 
for the creation of a sepa-
rate country. 75 years 
after this happened, why 
does it matter so much? 
That too in the build up 
to an election in UP? The 
BJP has maintained an 
extremely hard position 
on any form of Jinnah 
glorification. Who can 
forget the two famous 
casualties within the 
BJP when they crossed 
the party line. One is 
Jaswant Singh who was 
booted out of his party in 
2009 for writing a book 
on Jinnah. The other 
was the party patriarch, 
LK Advani, who visited 
Pakistan and sang praises 
for Jinnah at his grave in 
2005. Though he wasn’t 
removed from his then 
position as BJP chief, 
that moment lit the down-
ward trajectory of the rest 
of his political career. Mr 
Yadav’s speech had just 
that one false note in an 
otherwise flawless cel-
ebration of Sardar Patel. 
But it allowed the BJP 
the opportunity to pump 
up its criticism of Mr 
Yadav as an appeaser of 
Muslims, none of it gno-
mic, with Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath tagging 
it a “Talibani mindset” 
and his deputy, Kes-
hav Maurya, declaring 
Mr Yadav should go by 
“Akhilesh Ali Jinnah”. 
There are two ways of 
looking at this. One - as 
Mayawati put it on Mon-
day afternoon in a tweet, 

both parties are catering 
to their constituencies: 
Akhilesh appeasing Mus-
lims and Yogi Aditya-
nath appeasing Hindus. 
fa33rn4k Mayawati said 
both BJP and Samajwadi 
Party are catering to their 
constituencies. (FILE) 
Picture this. Around 19 
per cent of UP’s popu-
lation is Muslim, most 
of which has tradition-
ally voted for the Sama-
jwadi Party. Originating 
with patriarch Mulayam 
Singh Yadav, the famous 
“MY” or Muslim-Yadav 
vote combo has led the 
party to several victo-
ries. This time around, 
with Muslim leader and 
AIMIM chief Asadud-
din Owaisi planning to 
contest 100 plus seats 
via strategic alliances, 
Mr Yadav needs to track 
strongly with Muslims. 
The prospects of a Bihar 
repeat stare in the face 
for Akhilesh Yadav. Mr 
Owaisi contested on 14 
seats out of 243 in Bihar 
in November last year. 
These were majorly con-
centrated in RJD strong-
hold of Seemanchal. Mr 
Owaisi’s party succeeded 
in his third attempt and 
won five seats in Bihar, 
and significantly dam-
aged the RJD-Congress 
alliance in other seats as 
well. In UP, Mr Owaisi 
plans to contest on 100 
seats. His is channelising 
his energy on Samajwadi 
strongholds like Aza-
mgarh and major pockets 
in and around Deoband, 
Shajahanpur and Muzaf-
farnagar in Western UP. 
The risk for Akhilesh is 
real. This could be one 
explanation for a form of 
appeasement. g8o7uv88 
With AIMIM chief Asa-

duddin Owaisi planning 
to contest 100 plus seats 
via strategic alliances, 
Akhilesh Yadav needs to 
track strongly with Mus-
lims. But is Jinnah com-
ments = Muslim votes a 
flawed assumption? Is 
Jinnah really important 
among Indian Muslims? 
Is praise for him going 
to resonate to Mr Yadav’s 
advantage? Unlikely that 
this can help consolidate 
Muslim votes. For UP’s 
Muslim voters, Jinnah is 
not a poll issue. On the 
other hand, the BJP gets 
to remind its support-
ers of its long-standing 
anti-Jinnah policy in the 
hope that it will help con-
solidate their voter base 
along very predictable 
lines. The weaponisation 
of hate can be a powerful 
and effective tool. This 
now brings us to the sec-
ond point. Who do these 

comments benefit? Mr 
Yadav could try to recov-
er some lost ground by 
telling his core constitu-
ency that the BJP is de-
monizing Muslims in the 
aftermath of this com-
ment which is reason to 
stand by the Samajwadi 
Party. He could suggest 
his party has stood for 
decades by the Muslims 
of UP which is why vot-
ers should ignore newer 
entrants. Or he could 
just choose to ignore the 
BJP’s diatribe and move 
on. For the BJP, the Jin-
nah controversy serves as 
a sweet distraction. Com-
mercial LPG cylinders in 
UP now cost more than 
₹ 2,000. Petrol is well 
over Rs100 per litre and 
diesel too will hit a cen-
tury soon. The govern-
ment was being cornered 
by the Opposition on 
this. There are questions 

about law and order too. 
The suicide two days ago 
of an Ayodhya girl for al-
legedly being harassed 
by members of the UP 
administration has em-
barrassed Yogi. So, Jin-
nah will be handy as a po-
litical savior. BJP sources 
in the state say the party 
will attack Mr Yadav’s 
Jinnah comments even 
more in the next few 
days. 70 years later, and a 
time when price rise has 
broken the backbone of 
consumers, it seems that 
in UP’s politics, Jinnah 
is far more inflammable 
than the expensive LPG 
cylinder. Thus it is no 
surprise that the atroci-
ties by Babar are being 
highlighted 491 years af-
ter his death, names are 
being changed 163 years 
after the end of Mughal 
rule; Jinnah himself died 
73 years ago.

Mayawati, the chief of the Bahujan Samaj Party 
Mayawati, the chief of 
the Bahujan Samaj Party 
or BSP, has a tradition of 
keeping her strategy clas-
sified. So the only reason 
given by her top aides for 
the party sitting out crucial 
elections this week is that 
participating in these would 
distract from the preps for 
the big state election early 
next year. On Saturday, Ut-
tar Pradesh held Zila Pari-
shad Adhyaksh elections. 
The BJP won a landslide, 
taking charge of governing 
villages in 67 of the 75 dis-
tricts of India’s most-popu-
lous state. The winners are 
elected by those who were 
elected to panchayats in 
April. Both the BJP and the 
Samajwadi Party claimed to 
have gained the upper hand 
in those elections, where 
candidates do not contest 
as members of political 
parties, but are backed by 
whichever outfit they are 
affiliated with. This set of 
elections for village gover-
nance is being used by poli-
ticians - and observers - to 
test the temperature of Ut-
tar Pradesh months before it 
picks its next government. 
So, Mayawati’s decision to 
hard-pass them may seem 
counter-intuitive. Critics 
say it establishes that the 
BSP is a spent force in its 
home state. “This is the big-
gest mistake they are mak-
ing,” says a senior MP of 
the Rajya Sabha from the 
party. The confidence is in-
congruous with Mayawati’s 
performance in recent elec-
tions - in 2019, she won just 
10 of the state’s 80 parlia-
mentary seats. But her party 
leaders warn that writing off 
Behenji, as she is known, 
is only for amateurs. “Be-

henji’s biggest strength is 
that even when we got zero 
Lok Sabha seats in 2014, 
her core voter never went 
anywhere. She still man-
aged 2.62 crore votes in UP. 
This shows that we are not 
out of the contest,” said a 
leader who works closely 
with Mayawati, who is now 
65, and has served 4 terms 
as Chief Minister of India’s 
most politically-vital state. 
jj7o3vfs Mayawati on her 
way to address a rally in 
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh 
(File photo) Mayawati’s 
numbers have shrunk with 
each successive state elec-
tion. From 206 in 2007 to 
80 in 2012 to a mere 19 in 
2017. This was a function 
of her shrinking vote per-
centage. 30.43% in 2007 to 
25.95% in 2012 and 22.23% 
in 2017. A slight swing led 
to disastrous results. The 
story in Lok Sabha though 
has been different. BSP 
scored a duck in 2014 de-
spite 2.6 crore people vot-
ing for it. Which forced her 
to team up with arch rival 
SP in 2019. BSP contested 
on 38 of the 80 seats. And 
bounced back with 10 seats. 
In a recent interview to 
NDTV, Akhilesh Yadav said 
the alliance was a poor ex-
perience. After the 2019 ex-
periment Mayawati’s party 
got 10 MPs but SP managed 
only 5. And yet, after a few 
months, Mayawati broke 
the alliance blaming the SP. 
She said that data analy-
sis showed her while BSP 
votes transferred to the SP, 
the reverse of that did not 
happen.  Mayawati’s confi-
dantes - tiny in number - say 
they’re losing no sleep over 
Akhilesh Yadav’s assess-
ment. “The problem is that 

BJP’s infighting and Yogi’s 
actions are visible (which 
will hurt the BJP). And the 
Samajwadi Party makes a 
lot of noise in any case. This 
is why a general assumption 
is made that these two are in 
the reckoning and the BSP 
is not. This is the same mis-
take people made in 2007 
as well. And look what hap-
pened,” said an MP from 
Mayawati’s party. fa33rn4k 
Akhilesh Yadav and May-
awati (File photo) He was 
referring to the first time 
that the BSP won a majority 
by itself with its unique so-
cial engineering, amalgam-
ating castes that were seen 
as hostile to each other: the 
Dalits, who were the BSP’s 
largest supporters, and 
Brahmins - the historically 
oppressed and the oppres-
sors. Mayawati won 22% 
of the Dalit vote and 12% 
of the Brahmin vote. This 
was new to the state, which, 
since the 1990s, had wit-
nessed political instability 
on account of a fragmented 
vote and the subsequent 
threading of coalitions 
which often collapsed under 
their own weight. But that 
is the BSP’s past. And in 
2014, the BJP managed to 
eat large chunks into May-
awati’s most loyal support 
base, that of Jatav Dalits, 
who form 54 percent of the 
Scheduled Caste population 
in the state. The Brahmin-
Dalit combination, starting 
2014, has been working in 
favour of the BJP and not 
Mayawati. But the tilt away 
from it can be corrected, 
claim Mayawati’s aides 
who work with her, led by 
Satish Mishra, her clos-
est confidante. “The tim-
ing is perfect,” says a BSP 

leader. He is referring to 
the perception that as Chief 
Minister, Yogi Adityanath 
has heavily skewed favours 
and important appointments 
towards the Thakur com-
munity, which he belongs 
to, much to the discom-
fort of Brahmins. 5h6h5u6 
Supporters of Mayawati’s 
Bahujan Samaj Party The 
BSP’s strategy to leverage 
this will involve picking 
more candidates for the state 
election from among the 
Brahmins and Dalits. “We 
gave 100 tickets in 2007 
to Brahmins. 45 of them 
won. 15 cabinet minister 
were Brahmins. 15 MLCs 
in Mayawati’s regime were 
Brahmin. Even the Vid-
han Sabha Adhyaksh was 
a Brahmin. Many commis-
sion heads were Brahmins. 
We even had to face media 
headlines at that time that 
we are not Bahujan Samaj 
Party, but Brahmins Samaj 
Party! And yet, Behenji be-
stowed her confidence in 
members of the community. 
But they deserted us,” said a 
BSP leader. Reverse migra-
tion is underway, according 
to the BSP. “Many Brahmin 
organisations approached 
our senior leaders, includ-
ing Behenji, saying that the 
community is in danger in 
the Yogi regime. There is 
a growing Thakurwaad in 
UP under his rule. The com-
munity now wants to come 
back,” says a BSP MP. 
NDTV has learnt that Brah-
min organisations from 70 
of a total of 75 districts in 
the state have held meetings 
with Mayawati at her Luc-
know residence over the 
past few months. And this 
is a continuous exercise. 
She will be meeting more 

leaders. Such is the des-
peration in the community 
that “many sitting MLAs 
from BJP may also sup-
port her and join the BSP,” 
claims one of her aides. t4k-
kiq4k Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
But here lies the problem. 
The BSP won 2007 and the 
Brahmins because the BJP 
was not strong then. Yes, 
there is resentment against 
Yogi Adityanath, but he is a 
strong and powerful mascot 
for the BJP and Hindutva. 
And Brahmins will not be 
persuaded to vote against 
the saffron robe-wearing 
monk, claim BJP leaders. 
“Mayawati can keep on for-
mulating whatever cocktail 
of castes and communities 
she wants to. They will only 
remain in her head, and sad-
ly for her, not materialize 
on the ground. The realities 
have changed and UP has 
moved beyond voting for 
castes,” says a senior BJP 
leader. What the BJP does 
acknowledge is that the tus-
sle for the Brahmins will be 
between Mayawati and Ad-
ityanath; Akhilesh Yadav 
and his Samajwadi Party 

(SP) are not in the reckon-
ing, BJP leaders believes. 
“Brahmins know that for 
the SP, they will always 
remain (a)low priority. 
SP is and will be a Yadav-
Muslim party,” said a BSP 
leader. f66f6j1s Akhilesh 
Yadav addressing a Kisan 
Mahapanchayat at Kasganj, 
Uttar Pradesh But even if 
the Dalits, forming 22% of 
the population, and Brah-
mins, who are 12%, were 
to choose Mayawati, would 
that be enough to cross the 
finish line? The BSP says 
that it is already working 
on that by reaching out to 
smaller religions and com-
munities “Work has already 
begun,” said a leader, insist-
ing that the party’s alliance 
with the Akalis in Punjab 
will have some impact in 
the Sikh-dominated areas 
of UP, like Lakhimpur and 
Pilibhit. For Muslims, who 
form 19 percent of UP’s 
population, the BSP needs 
to tread carefully. In 2012, 
2014 and 2017, the party 
experimented with a Mus-
lim-Dalit social engineering 
combination. 
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Can Kerala Get on Board With a New and More Compassionate Pooram?
The melam artists kicked 
off the musical perfor-
mance at the Irinjalakuda 
Sree Krishna Temple’s 
pooram. The drumbeats 
rose in crescendo, to be 
joined by the ilathalam 
(cymbals), and finally, 
the kombu players. Irin-
jadapilly Raman stood 
to one side of the per-
formers, his ears gently 
swaying. The ceremony 
culminated in the ex-
change of colourful um-
brellas (kodamattam) on 
top of the caparisoned 
and 11-foot-tall Raman, 
cheered by the crowd. 
These are the sounds and 
sights of the pooram, be-
loved to every seasoned 
pooram visitor. The only 
difference here was that 
Irinjadapilly Raman is a 
robotic elephant, with a 
skeleton of steel, an ex-
terior made of rubber, 
and with five motors that 
make movement possi-
ble. The robotic elephant 
was gifted by PETA India 
to the Irinjalakuda Sree 
Krishna Temple and un-
veiled to the public on 
February 26, 2023. Down 
the road at the same time, 
another temple was hold-
ing a pooram, with five 
live elephants. The pan-
chavadyam performance 
here was larger, as was 
the crowd. As the mu-
sic rose in volume and 
intensity, the swelling 
crowds cheered louder. 
Crackers went off; the 
crowd roared. But the 
elephants seemed to not 
have heard. They were 
unmoving. The only sign 
that they were alive was 
the flapping of their ears, 
which is said to cool them 
down. Elephants that 
are paraded at a pooram 
have their spirit crushed 

and their will broken. 
This was the resignation 
that I saw in the five live 
elephants at the other 
pooram in Irinjalakuda. 
The process of hardcore 
‘training’ that gets them 
to this zombie-like state 
is called ketti azhikkal, 
literally, tying and releas-
ing. The wild animal – for 
it is incontrovertible that 
even in captivity, the el-
ephant remains wild – is 
systematically dominated 
by man through constant 
chaining, brutal beating 
with rods, and depriva-
tion of food and water. In 
the pooram season, an el-
ephant that has thus been 
dominated usually travels 
long distances in a truck 
from one pooram district 
to another and is made to 
stand in the hot sun for 
hours. Come night, the 

cycle begins again. On-
ward in another truck, to 
another district and an-
other pooram. Also read: 
From Kerala to Tamil 
Nadu, a Good Week for 
Elephants Sometimes the 
elephant snaps, as did 
Thechikottukavu Ram-
achandran, the 65+ year 
old veteran and show-
stopper at the Thrissur 
pooram. Completely 
blind in the right eye 
and partially blind in the 
other eye, Ramachandran 
– called Raman by his 
fans – recently ran amok 
at a parade in Palakkad 
district. Ramachandran, 
now old and blind, has 
been headlining at the 
pooram for 18 years. He 
has killed 13 human be-
ings, including one mi-
nor, and three elephants. 
Most of these attacks 

take place because Ram-
achandran gets spooked 
by loud noises, such as 
the bursting of firecrack-
ers or, as happened last 
week in Palakkad, the 
trumpeting of another el-
ephant. Since he’s totally 
blind in his right eye, he’s 
said to be sensitive to un-
expected noises to his 
right. Ramachandran has 
been banned from being 
paraded several times, at 
Thrissur pooram and in 
other poorams, but each 
time, the ban is revoked 
because of pressure and 
blackmail from the pow-
erful elephant owners’ 
association. The blind 
and ailing elephant needs 
to be permanently retired 
to a sanctuary, both for 
his own sake and for the 
safety of people and el-
ephants at the Thrissur 

pooram. The response to 
Irinjadapilly “robot” Ra-
man from pooram lov-
ers and devotees alike on 
social media shows that 
the public may be ready 
to envisage a pooram 
without live elephants. 
As Raman’s unveil-
ing ceremony showed, 
the atmosphere was just 
as electrifying and the 
pooram rituals just as 
significant for the audi-
ence. Substituting the 
live elephant with a ro-
botic or other alternative 
takes nothing away from 
the cultural aspect of 
Kerala’s pooram, which 
attracts people across 
religions, or from the 
sanctity of the rituals that 
define the pooram. And 
alternatives are available 
in plenty, from robotics 
to hologram technology. 

In recent times, Circus 
Roncalli in Germany 
(which started phasing 
out the use of animals 
in the 1990s) introduced 
holographic projections 
of animals, including 
an elephant and a fleet 
of horses, with 360-de-
gree all-around visibility 
for spectators. What if 
such alternatives become 
the norm? On March 1, 
neighbouring state Tamil 
Nadu showed the way 
to the whole country on 
how it should treat el-
ephants in captivity. A 
historic judgment by Jus-
tice G.R. Swaminathan 
of the Madurai bench of 
the Madras high court 
declared that temples in 
the state should not ac-
quire further elephants, 
and added, “Time has 
now come to take a call 

if all such elephants now 
in captivity (both temples 
and privately owned) 
should be shifted to Gov-
ernment Rehabilitation 
Camps.” What if, across 
India, we could embrace 
this judgment? The lives 
of those elephants al-
ready in captivity would 
see a dramatic change. 
We cannot alter the fact 
of their captivity nor 
erase the cruelties they 
have suffered. But we 
can ensure that they live 
out the rest of their lives 
in the forests, surrounded 
by the wilderness that 
I’m sure they have mem-
ories of, from childhood. 
With the help of technol-
ogy, we could envisage a 
new pooram, true to form 
in its essence, and one 
that’s hailed across the 
world for its compassion 
and innovation. As the vi-
sionary head priest of the 
Irinjalakuda Sree Krish-
na Temple, Rajkumar 
Namboodiri, says, “Wor-
ship, to me, is compas-
sion for animals.”week 
in Palakkad, the trumpet-
ing of another elephant. 
Since he’s totally blind 
in his right eye, he’s said 
to be sensitive to unex-
pected noises to his right. 
Ramachandran has been 
banned from being pa-
raded several times, at 
Thrissur pooram and in 
other poorams, but each 
time, the ban is revoked 
because of pressure and 
blackmail from the pow-
erful elephant owners’ 
association. The blind 
and ailing elephant needs 
to be permanently retired 
to a sanctuary, both for 
his own sake and for the 
safety of people and el-
ephants at the Thrissur 
pooram. The response to 

Irinjadapilly “robot” Ra-
man from pooram lov-
ers and devotees alike on 
social media shows that 
the public may be ready 
to envisage a pooram 
without live elephants. 
As Raman’s unveil-
ing ceremony showed, 
the atmosphere was just 
as electrifying and the 
pooram rituals just as 
significant for the audi-
ence. Substituting the 
live elephant with a ro-
botic or other alternative 
takes nothing away from 
the cultural aspect of 
Kerala’s pooram, which 
attracts people across 
religions, or from the 
sanctity of the rituals that 
define the pooram. And 
alternatives are available 
in plenty, from robotics 
to hologram technology. 
In recent times, Circus 
Roncalli in Germany 
(which started phasing 
out the use of animals 
in the 1990s) introduced 
holographic projections 
of animals, including 
an elephant and a fleet 
of horses, with 360-de-
gree all-around visibility 
for spectators. What if 
such alternatives become 
the norm? On March 1, 
neighbouring state Tamil 
Nadu showed the way 
to the whole country on 
how it should treat el-
ephants in captivity. A 
historic judgment by Jus-
tice G.R. Swaminathan 
of the Madurai bench of 
the Madras high court 
declared that temples in 
the state should not ac-
quire further elephants, 
and added, “Time has 
now come to take a call 
if all such elephants now 
in captivity (both temples 
and privately owned) 
should be shifted.

 In UP’s Polarisation Laboratory, 
Decoding A Lower Voter Turnout

Phase 1 polling in UP is 
over. This was the polari-
sation laboratory that won 
BJP big in 2014, ‘17 and 
‘19. Despite an increase 
in the number of voters, 
the polling percentage in 
the 58 seats was around 
60 percent, down 2 per-
cent in comparison to 
2017. The story in Mu-
zaffarnagar was same, 
yet different. Muzaffar-
nagar’s six Vidhan Sabha 
seats polled 67 per cent in 
2017. While the percent-
age here too went down 
by 2 per cent, it still re-
mained among the high-
est in the region. Here’s 
a break up. Khatauli was 
the highest at 69, yet two 
percent behind its 2017 
total. Meerapur, where 
despite a BJP wave, the 
winning margin for the 
BJP candidate was just a 
little under 200, the poll-
ing percentage was 68, 
only 1.5 percent lower 
than 2017. Muzaffar-

nagar Sadar (city), which 
has a sizeable Muslim 
population, almost 40 
percent, saw the larg-
est dip in voting. From 
64.5 percent in 2017 to 
61 in 2022. Charthawal 
and Budhana bucked the 
trend by registering a 0.5 
and 0.2 per cent increase 
in voting at 67.69 and 
66 percent respectively. 
k8lj00jc Uttar Pradesh 
voted on Feb 10 for its 
first phase of elections. 
The number crunching 
become significant be-
cause of Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath’s early 
morning utterance on 
polling day, the 10th of 
February. It was meant 
to be an appeal to vote in 
large numbers. It ended 
up becoming a critique of 
2 Indian states and a cen-
trally administered union 
territory. “I have to tell 
you something from my 
heart. A lot of wonderful 
things have happened in 

these five years. Beware! 
If you miss, the labour 
of these five years will 
be spoiled. It would not 
take much time for Uttar 
Pradesh to become Kash-
mir, Kerala and Bengal,” 
Yogi Adityanath said in 
the video. While an in-
terstate battle began be-
tween Kerala and UP, 
understanding the impact 
on the ground seems to 
be very important. The 
lower voter turnout in the 
first phase seems to be 
an interesting trend that 
could mean a number of 
things. Either it meant no 
great appeal in the incum-
bents, it could also mean 
no wave of voting for the 
opposition. So, despite a 
dip across the first phase, 
how does one read the 
slight increase in voting 
in two Vidhan Sabha seg-
ments in Muzaffarnagar - 
and also, a very marginal 
dip yet high voting in the 
remaining four? Is Mu-
zaffarnagar undoubtedly 
the polarised capital of 
West Uttar Pradesh? 2lb-
ke6g8 Phase 1 of voting 
in Uttar Pradesh saw just 
over 60% turnout. Out-
side the Ch Chotu Ram 
College voting centre, we 
noticed an old uncle walk 
up to each news channel 
crew and chide them for 
being biased. He then 
chanced upon the NDTV 
microphone and said, “I 
want to say something”. 
This is what he said: “A 
political party is not let-

ting the wounds of 2013 
riots heal. They want it to 
hurt. The comment that 
UP will become Kerala 
and Bengal is nothing but 
desperate polarisation. 
If we become Kerala, 
we will actually have a 
100 percent literacy rate. 
Bengal’s industrialisation 
is way better than UP. If 
they continue this polari-
sation, then the country 
will become weaker,” 
said the Muzaffarnagar 
resident, Gyan Kumar. 
So, what was the biggest 
issue in this election ac-
cording to him? ‘Kisan’ 
(farmer), Mr Kumar said. 
“The manner in which the 
farmer was insulted in the 
name of the laws. They 
were called Pakistani and 
Khalistani. Farmer is not 
getting his due price for 
produce - the farmer will 
seek revenge. And now, 
for appeasing brahmins, 
the killer of farmers in 
Lakhimpur is out on bail. 
This is a result of a ter-
rible manner in which 
the prosecution presented 
its case in the court,” Mr 
Kumar added. A little 
distance away, outside 
the Kisan Union office - 
where we had stopped to 
record a show with local 
BJP and Samajwadi Party 
leaders, the battle lines 
over the Chief Minister’s 
Kashmir and Kerala com-
ment were drawn. “We 
have not forgotten how 
Hindu exodus happened 
in Kashmir.

 PM’s Strategy In Gujarat - Avoid 
Any Reference To AAP

As part of the NDTV’s 
election yatra in Gujarat, 
we have been travelling 
to various parts of the 
state. One of our halts was 
at the crucial south Guja-
rat city of Surat. This is 
the place which delivered 
for the Bharatiya Janata 
party (BJP) even when 
its performance hit rock 
bottom in the 2017 state 
polls. This time around, 
the big difference is the 
entry of the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) in the Guja-
rat poll arena. But it ap-
pears that in its election 
campaign, the BJP wants 
to skip any mention of 
this new entrant. From 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi mentioning last 
month that the Congress 
must not be considered a 
weak opponent, to Home 
Minister Amit Shah say-
ing a contest in Guja-
rat is primarily between 
the Congress, the ruling 
party has only sharpened 
its tactic to ignore the Ar-
vind Kejriwal-led party. 
hd5gtofg We attended a 
rally of the Prime Min-
ister in Navsari, about an 
hour’s drive from Surat. 
About 80 per cent of his 
speech focused on his 
own government and its 
performance. The Prime 
Minister has served as 
Gujarat’s chief minister 
for three terms, so it is 
needless to say that his 
speech was less off the 
tele-prompter and more 

from personal experi-
ence. He mentioned vari-
ous schemes launched 
during his tenure as 
chief minister and how 
they later found a place 
at the central level. The 
Prime Minister’s politi-
cal attack was targeted 
at the Congress, accus-
ing the grand old party 
of failure to look beyond 
dynastic politics. He hit 
out at Congress leader 
Madhusudan Mistry’s 
recent “aukaat” jab and 
went on to list personal 
remarks made by top 
Congress leaders against 
him, including “Maut ka 
saudagar” -- by Sonia 
Gandhi -- and “neech 
aadmi” and “chaiwala” -- 
by Mani Shankar Aiyar. 
dehmri48 Commenting 
on the Congress mani-
festo that promises to re-
name the Narendra Modi 
Stadium in Ahmedabad to 
Sardar Patel Stadium, Mr 
Mistry recently said the 
move will “show Modi 
his aukaat (place)”. The 

senior Congress leader’s 
comment, coupled with 
the earlier remarks by 
Congress leaders, pro-
vided the Prime Minister 
the perfect opportunity 
to target the Opposition 
party that is desperately 
trying to put up a tough 
fight against the BJP. But 
in his speeches on Mon-
day, the mention of AAP 
was negligible. In Navsa-
ri, the Prime Minister just 
said, “Do not let people 
coming from Delhi fool 
you.” The remark ap-
peared to be a barb at the 
AAP but the Prime Min-
ister did not take names. 
Later that evening, we 
spoke to supporters of 
the BJP and asked them 
about the prospects of 
the Kejriwal-led party. 
They responded dis-
missively: “Who Kejri-
wal?” South Gujarat is 
important for the BJP as 
it tries to tide over anti-
incumbency to retain its 
grip over the state. The 
region accounts for 35 

out of the 182 seats in the 
Assembly. Although the 
BJP returned to power 
in the 2017 election, its 
poll show was disap-
pointing. But this region 
was the silver lining, as 
the party recorded over 
a 90% strike rate here. 
This time, the Congress 
has started its campaign 
here late, with star fac-
es hitting the poll trail 
only now. uq90jfpo The 
AAP, however, has gone 
all out in south Gujarat. 
The party has planned 
several rallies by Arvind 
Kejriwal and state party 
leader Gopal Italia. Mr 
Italia is a prominent face 
of the anti-BJP Patidar 
agitation alongside Har-
dik Patel, who has now 
moved from the Con-
gress to the BJP. As Gu-
jarat gears up for t h e 
big poll fight, the k e y 
question is: will the BJP’s 
tactic to silently write off 
Arvind Kejriwal prove to 
be a well calculated strat-
egy or a grave mistake?
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2.5 Tons Of Missing Uranium 
Found in South Libya

More than 2 tonnes of 
natural uranium reported 
missing by the United 
Nations’ nuclear watch-
dog in Libya have been 
found, BBC reported. 
The Libyan National 
Army said in a statement 
that the containers of 
uranium had been recov-
ered “barely five kilome-
ters (three miles)” from 
where they had been 
stored in southern Libya. 
The group, led by rene-
gade Libyan commander 
Khalifa Hifter, also re-
leased a video of a work-
er counting what it said 
were barrels of uranium 
in the desert in southern 
Libya. ‘’The situation is 
under control. The IAEA 
has been informed,’’ 
General Khaled al-Mah-
joub, commander of east-
ern strongman Khalifa 
Haftar’s communications 
division, told AFP news 
agency. Earlier on Tues-
day, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
inspectors had reported 
the missing uranium. It 
said that the ‘’uranium 
had gone missing from a 

Libyan site and may pres-
ent a radiological risk.’’ 
On Tuesday, ‘’agency 
safeguards inspectors 
found that 10 drums con-
taining approximately 2.5 
tons of natural uranium 
in the form of uranium 
ore concentrate were not 
present as previously de-
clared at a location in the 
state of Libya,’’ the IAEA 
said. ‘’Further activities 
will be conducted by the 
agency to clarify the cir-
cumstances of the remov-
al of the nuclear material 
and its current location.’’ 
Uranium is a naturally-
occurring element that 
can have nuclear-related 
uses once it has been re-
fined, or enriched. Urani-
um ore concentrate is also 
considered to emit low 

levels of radioactivity. 
Though it can’t be made 
into a nuclear weapon in 
its current state, it could 
be used as the raw mate-
rial for a nuclear weapons 
program, experts told the 
BBC. Under its long-
ruling former dictator 
Moamer Kadhafi, Libya 
had a suspected nuclear 
weapons program, which 
it scrapped in 2003. How-
ever, the North African 
country has been mired 
in a political crisis since 
Kadhafi’s fall in 2011, 
with a myriad of militias 
forming opposing alli-
ances backed by foreign 
powers. It remains split 
between a nominally in-
terim government in the 
capital Tripoli in the west,

Islamabad:  A Chinese 
bank has assured Paki-
stan that it will provide 
another refinanced USD 
500 million loan within 
the next few days, bring-
ing the total of commer-
cial loans up to USD 
1.7 billion out of the to-
tal committed amount 
of USD 2 billion, The 
News International re-
ported. The Pakistani 
authorities are running 
from pillar to post to get 
100 per cent confirma-
tion from friendly do-
nor countries and mul-
tilateral creditors before 
moving toward striking 
a staff-level agreement 
with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 
It was an unwritten con-
dition from the IMF that 
Pakistan must secure the 
refinancing of commer-
cial loans as well as a 
rollover on deposits from 
China during the pro-
gramme period, which 
is scheduled to expire 
in June 2023. “Another 
USD 500 million com-

mercial loan is coming 
from a Chinese bank,” a 
top official of the Paki-
stan Finance Division 
confirmed on Wednesday 
and added that it would 
be done soon, The News 
International reported. 
Chinese banks have al-
ready provided re-financ-
ing of USD 1.2 billion 
in commercial loans in 
the past few weeks, and 
now Beijing has given 
an assurance on another 
USD 500 million in loan 
re-financing in the next 
few days. It is relevant 
to mention that Paki-
stan had also requested 
to grant rollover on the 
Chinese SAFE deposit 
of USD 2 billion within 
the ongoing month. All 
these, the refinancing of 
commercial loans and 
rollovers on SAFE de-
posits, are pre-requisite 
for moving towards the 
signing of a staff-level 
agreement between the 
IMF and Pakistani side. 
Now Pakistani authori-
ties are anxiously waiting 

for confirmation from the 
Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia, the UAE, and Qatar, 
as well as from the World 
Bank and the Asian In-
frastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB), for fulfill-
ing their external financ-
ing needs of USD 6 bil-
lion until the end of June 
2023, The News Interna-
tional reported. The guar-
antees for securing exter-
nal financing are crucial 
for the sustainability of 
the IMF programme, as it 
is quite hard for the State 
Bank of Pakistan to jack 
up its foreign exchange 
reserves to USD 8-10 
billion by the end of June 
2023. Though the staff 
had projected them at 
USD 16 billion in August 
2022, in the aftermath of 
completing the seventh 
and eighth reviews under 
the USD 6.5 billion Ex-
tended Fund Facility. It 
will be quite difficult for 
the IMF staff to defend a 
50 per cent reduction in 
the foreign exchange re-
serves held by the State 

Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 
when there have been no 
shocks to the economy of 
Pakistan on the external 
front. But Pakistani au-
thorities argued that the 
flash floods had struck 
many parts of Pakistan, 
causing USD 30 billion 
in losses to the economy. 
There is one good news 
for Pakistan’s economy: 
Brent crude is down at 
USD 74.39 and West Tex-
as Intermediate (WTI) is 
down at USD 68.16 per 
barrel in the international 
market. Meanwhile, the 
IMF secretly launched 
“Inclusive growth in the 
Middle East/North Africa 
(MENA) region” here at 
the National University 
of Sciences & Technol-
ogy (NUST) on Wednes-
day, in which presenta-
tions made by the IMF 
high-ups who argued that 
wherever state-owned 
enterprises (SOEs) pos-
sessed a major footprint, 
it resulted in the crowd-
ing out of the private sec-
tor. 

US Releases Video Of Su-27 Jet Dumping 
Fuel On Its Drone After Denial By Russia

KYIV: The Pentagon has 
released footage of what 
it says is a Russian air-
craft conducting an un-
safe intercept of a U.S. 
Air Force surveillance 
drone in international air-
space over the Black Sea. 
The 42-second video, re-
leased Thursday, shows a 
Russian Su-27 approach-
ing the back of the MQ-9 
drone and beginning to 
release fuel as it passes, 
the Pentagon said. The 
U.S. Military said it 
ditched the MQ-9 Reap-
er in the sea on Tuesday 

after the Russian fighter 
jet poured fuel on the 
unmanned aerial ve-
hicle, in an apparent at-
tempt to blind its optical 
instruments and drive it 
out of the area, and then 
struck its propeller. The 
released excerpt does not 
show events before or 
after the apparent fuel-
dumping confrontation. 
Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin and Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Chairman Gen. 
Mark Milley have spoken 
to their Russian counter-
parts about the destruc-

tion of the U.S. Drone 
following the encounter 
with Russian fighter jets. 
The calls with Russian 
Defence Minister Ser-
gei Shoigu and Chief of 
Russian General Staff 
Gen. Valery Gerasimov 
on Wednesday were 
the first since October. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like 
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While intercept attempts 
are not uncommon, the 
incident amid the war in 
Ukraine has raised con-
cerns it could bring the 
United States and Russia 
closer to direct conflict. 
That the two countries’ 
top defense and military 
leaders were talking so 
soon after the encounter 
over the Black Sea un-
derscored its seriousness. 
The Russian Defence 
Ministry said in its report 
of the call with Austin 
that Shoigu accused the 
U.S. Of provoking the in-
cident by ignoring flight 
restrictions the Kremlin 
had imposed because of 
its military operations 
in Ukraine. Russia also 
blamed ‘the intensifica-
tion of intelligence activ-
ities against the interests 
of the Russian Federa-
tion.’ Such U.S. Actions 
‘are fraught with escala-
tion of the situation in 
the Black Sea area,? the 
Defence Ministry said, 
warning that Russia’ will 
respond in kind to all 
provocations.

India-UAE sign MoU on digital currencies, 
will collaborate on developing CBDCs

Protests escalate as Macron overrides 
parliament to pass pension reform in France

Police clashed with pro-
testers in Paris after the 
French government took 
the decision to force 
through pension reforms 
without voting in parlia-
ment. People gathered 
on Place de la Concorde 
to protest against the in-
crease in the retirement 
age from 62 to 64. As 
protests escalated, tear 
gas was fired by the po-
lice as they tried to dis-
perse the crowd. Protest-
ers were seen throwing 
cobblestones. Special 
constitutional powers 
were used by the French 
government to force 
through the pension re-
forms bill amid chaos in 
parliament as radical left 
MPs started singing La 
Marseillaise loudly to 
stop French Prime Minis-
ter Elisabeth Borne from 

speaking. A last-minute 
decision was taken by 
French President Em-
manuel Macron to avoid 
a parliamentary vote 
and pass the legislation 
to increase the pension 
age from 62 to 64. Min-
utes before the country’s 
MPs were to cast vote in 
the lower house, Macron 
was busy conducting 
frantic meetings with se-
nior political figures, and 
in minutes, he decided 
to use special powers 
and not take the risk of 
voting, in which he had 
chances of losing. ALSO 
READ | France protests: 
Govt to force Paris rub-
bish collectors to return 
to work as trash stacks 
up Macron invoked the 
constitution’s article 49.3 
which gives the govern-
ment the power to bypass 

parliament. On the left, 
MPs shouted “Resign! 
Resign!” at Borne, and 
radical left party France 
Unbowed’s members 
sang the national anthem 
loudly so that Borne is 
not able to speak and the 
session gets suspended. 
Speaking at the parlia-
ment, Borne said that 
they will push the bill 
through because the gov-
ernment cannot afford 
to “gamble the future of 
our pensions”. The bill 
was earlier adopted by 
the Senate on Thursday, 
however, since the right-
wing opposition MPs 
present in the National 
Assembly were reluc-
tant to support Macron, 
hence, the government 
had a fair chance of fac-
ing defeat in the lower 
house. “We can’t take the 

risk of seeing 175 hours 
of parliamentary debate 
come to nothing,” Borne 
said while announc-
ing the move. Far-right 
leader Marine Le Pen 
said, “It’s a total fail-
ure for the government. 
From the beginning the 
government fooled itself 
into thinking it had a ma-
jority.” As per the polls, 
around two-thirds of citi-
zens in France oppose 
the pension overhaul. 
WATCH | French Up-

per House Senate passes 
Pension Bill “When a 
president has no majority 
in the country, no majori-
ty in the National Assem-
bly, he must withdraw his 
bill,” said Socialist Party 
chief Olivier Faure. Few 
opposition parties, in-
cluding Le Pen’s, are 
likely to call a no-con-
fidence vote on Friday, 
however, the cabinet of 
Borne is likely to survive 
because of support.

Indian central bank, the 
Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) and the Central 
Bank of the United Arab 
Emirates (CBUAE) on 
Thursday signed a Mem-
orandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) that aims to 
enhance cooperation and 
jointly enable innovation 
in financial products and 
services. Under this, the 
India and UAE central 
banks will jointly con-
duct pilot programmes on 

central bank digital cur-
rencies or CBDCs. Watch 
| India takes step towards 
Global Rupee Trade, 
signs Digital Currency 
deal with UAE As per the 
press release published 
on the RBI website, “the 
two central banks will 
collaborate on various 
emerging areas of Fin-
Tech, especially Central 
Bank Digital Currencies 
(CBDCs) and explore 
interoperability between 

the CBDCs of CBUAE 
and RBI.” CBUAE and 
RBI will jointly conduct 
proof-of-concept (PoC) 
and the pilot projects 
of the digital currencies 
“to facilitate crossborder 
CBDC transactions of 
remittances and trade.” 
Also read | RBI allows 
India and Tanzania to 
use national currencies 
for trading As per the 
statement, this “bilateral 
CBDC bridge” is expect-
ed to aid in the reduction 
of costs. Further, it will 
help “increase the ef-
ficiency of cross-border 
transactions and further 
the economic ties be-
tween India and UAE.” 
It also provides for tech-
nical collaboration and 
knowledge sharing “on 
matters related to Fintech 
and financial.

‘TikTok Can Threaten America’s Safety, National 
Security’: White House Press Secretary

Washington: Chinese-
owned video hosting ser-
vice TikTok can threaten 
America’s safety and 
its national security, the 
White House said on 
Thursday (Local Time). 
Responding to a media 
query over the TikTok 
ban during a press brief-
ing, White House Press 
Secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre said, “We have 
expressed concerns over 
China’s potential use 
of software platforms 
that could endanger or 
threaten America’s safety 
and national security so 

that is the President con-
cerned that is why we 
have called on Congress 
to take action.” “We have 
seen a bipartisan piece of 
legislation that you know 
and have been covering, 
which is the President’s 
main priority. I am sure 
when it comes to their 
safety when it comes to 
their security and when 
it comes to our national 
security, those things are 
protected and so that has 
been the President’s fo-
cus over the last couple 
of years,” she added. 
White House Press Brief-

ing with @PressSec Kar-
ine Jean-Pierre – LIVE 
online here: https://t.co/
bL1aRXPf1A — CSPAN 
(@cspan) March 16, 
2023 In the press brief-
ing, the White House 
press secretary further 
stated that Sophia, who is 
reviewing this particular 
software and the TikTok 
app, supports the biparti-
san legislation mentioned 
earlier. by TaboolaSpon-
sored LinksYou May 
Like Basics of DSA: 
Stacks & Queues - Free 
Live Masterclass Scaler 
Academy Add a ‘Dr.’ to 

your name Golden Gate 
University “Look the 
bottom line is that when it 
comes to potential threats 
to our national security, 
the safety of Americans, 
privacy, we are going to 
speak out and we are go-
ing to be very clear about 
that and the Prez has been 
last 2 years and so we are 
asking Congress to act, 
to move forward with 
this bipartisan legislation 
that was the strict action 
that we just mentioned 
and we are going to con-
tinue to do so,” Pierre 
said. This statement from 
the White House Press 
Secretary came after the 
group of Senators intro-
duced the “Restricting 
the Emergence of Secu-
rity Threats that Risk In-
formation and Commu-
nications Technology” 
(RESTRICT) Act. The 
Act would give new pow-
ers to the US government 
to take action against 
technologies posing risk 
to the country. The group 
of Senators led by sena-
tors Mark Warner and 

John Thune introduced 
the Bill that seeks to ad-
dress the ongoing threat 
posed by technology 
from foreign adversar-
ies by empowering the 
US Department of Com-
merce to review, prevent, 
and mitigate information 
communications and 
technology transactions 
that pose risk to national 
security like TikTok. US 
Senator John Thune said 
Congress needs to stop 
taking a “piecemeal ap-
proach” with respect to 
technology from “adver-
sarial nations that pose 
national security risks”. 
“Our country needs a 
process in place to ad-
dress these risks, which 
is why I’m pleased to 
work with Senator War-
ner to establish a holistic, 
methodical approach to 
address the threats posed 
by technology platforms 
like TikTok from for-
eign adversaries,” Thune 
said in a statement. “This 
bipartisan legislation 
would take a necessary 
step to ensure.

Cash-Strapped Pakistan To Receive 
$500 Million From Chinese Bank
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Google warns users against 18 bugs 
in mass-level Android phones

Google security teams 
have discovered 18 ze-
ro-day vulnerabilities in 
Samsung Exynos chips 
used in several top An-
droid smartphones and 
wearables that may put 
those devices at risk. 
Google’s Project Zero 
head Tim Willis said in 
a blog post that the four 
most severe of these vul-
nerabilities “allowed for 
Internet-to-baseband re-
mote code execution”. 
Also Read - Twitter adds 
Bookmark counter on 
iOS: Here’s how it works 
Google warns Android 

users against 18 bugs in 
Samsung Exynos chips 
Tests conducted by Proj-
ect Zero confirmed that 
those four vulnerabili-
ties allow an attacker to 
remotely compromise a 
phone at the baseband 
level with no user inter-
action, and require only 
that the attacker know 
the victim’s phone num-
ber. Also Read - Sam-
sung Galaxy F14 5G 
support page goes live in 
India: Check design With 
limited additional re-
search and development, 
“we believe that skilled 

attackers would be able 
to quickly create an op-
erational exploit to com-
promise affected devices 
silently and remotely”, 
said Google security re-
searchers. Also Read - 
Minecraft is coming to 
Chromebooks: Check 
price, availability here 
“Until security updates 
are available, users who 
wish to protect them-
selves from the baseband 
remote code execution 
vulnerabilities in Sam-
sung’s Exynos chipsets 
can turn off Wi-Fi call-
ing and Voice-over-LTE 

(VoLTE) in their device 
settings,” said Willis. 
Turning off these settings 
will remove the exploita-
tion risk of these vulner-
abilities, he added. The 
affected mobile devices 
include: Mobile devices 
from Samsung, including 
those in the S22, M33, 
M13, M12, A71, A53, 
A33, A21, A13, A12 
and A04 series; Mobile 
devices from Vivo, in-
cluding those in the S16, 
S15, S6, X70, X60 and 
X30 series; The Pixel 6 
and Pixel 7 series of de-
vices from Google; any 
wearables that use the 
Exynos W920 chipset; 
and any vehicles that use 
the Exynos Auto T5123 
chipset. Google expects 
that patch timelines will 
vary per manufacturer, 
and affected Pixel devic-
es have already received 
a fix. “As always, we 
encourage end users to 
update their devices as 
soon as possible, to en-
sure that they are running 
the latest builds that fix 
both disclosed and undis-
closed security vulner-
abilities,” said Google.

Twitter adds Bookmark counter on iOS: 
Here’s how it works

Twitter has added yet 
another metric to its plat-
form. The Elon Musk-
owned company via a 
series of tweets from its 
Twitter Support handle 
said that it is rolling out 
a feature called ‘Book-
mark Counter’ to users 
on its platform. Howev-
er, the feature isn’t avail-
able to all Twitter users 
just yet. The company 
said that at the moment 
it is rolling out book-
mark counter only to its 
iOS users. However, the 
company plans to expand 
this feature to its other 
platforms, that is, An-
droid and the web, soon. 
Also Read - Minecraft is 
coming to Chromebooks: 
Check price, availability 
here “Bookmark counts 
show the total number of 
times a Tweet has been 
bookmarked. This fea-
ture is currently avail-
able on iOS, with plans 
to expand,” the company 
wrote in a support page. 
Also Read - WhatsApp 
to release profile icons 
within group chats for 
Android If you are an 
avid Twitter user, the 
company’s new book-
mark counter will help 
you understand just 

how many people book-
marked a particular tweet 
that you shared. Or in 
other words how many 
people find the informa-
tion that you shared in 
your tweet useful enough 
to use for referencing lat-
er. Also Read - Telegram 
gets power saver mode, 
playback speed, new 
interactive emojis and 
more That said, there are 
several limitations to this 
feature, that is, if it’s your 
tweet that is being book-
marked. Besides limited 
availability, this feature 

will only show the num-
ber of times a tweet has 
been bookmarked. Users 
will not see details of the 
people who have book-
marked a tweet. “No, 
Bookmarks are still pri-
vate and are only view-
able to you within your 
Twitter account. We only 
show the total number of 
Bookmarks, not the spe-
cific accounts that have 
added a Tweet to their 
Bookmarks,” the compa-
ny explained. And like all 
other metrics on Twitter, 
view count for instance, 

all Twitter users can see 
bookmark counts on 
tweets of other users. It is 
hard to understand why 
anyone on Twitter would 
want to see bookmark 
count on their tweets or 
why would anyone want 
to see bookmark count 
on others’ tweets. At best, 
this metrics could have 
been a part of the dash-
board that shows more 
detailed engagement stat-
ics. But the Twitter boss 
clearly considers this fea-
ture a ‘major Twitter im-
provement’.

Apple is working on launching its 
own AI like ChatGPT for Siri

As AI chatbots rise, Apple 
is now reportedly experi-
menting with language-gen-
erating artificial intelligence 
(AI). The Cupertino-based 
tech giant recently held an 
internal event that focused 
on AI and large language 
models, reports The New 
York Times. Also Read - 
Foxconn wins Apple Air-
Pods order, plans to set $200 
million factory in India 
Apple might introduce arti-
ficial intelligence like Chat-
GPT Several teams includ-
ing people working on Siri 
voice assistant are testing 
“language-generating con-
cepts” regularly. Siri, along 
with Alexa and Google As-
sistant have failed to under-
stand various accents. Also 
Read - Indian govt may 
soon force companies to let 
users delete pre-installed 
smartphone apps “The vir-
tual assistants had more 
than a decade to become 
indispensable. But they 
were hampered by clunky 
design and miscalculations, 

leaving room for chatbots 
to rise,” the report men-
tioned. Also Read - Apple 
iPhone 14, iPhone 14 Plus 
Yellow colour variant now 
available for sale in India: 
Price, offers Apple is re-
portedly planning to join the 
AI race after ChatGPT has 
taken the world by storm. 
The company, however, de-
clined to comment on Siri. 
Voice assistants are “dumb 
as a rock,” said Microsoft 
Chairman and CEO Satya 
Nadella in an interview with 
The Financial Times. Ope-
nAI has now unveiled its 
next-generation AI engine, 
GPT-4, which powers Chat-
GPT and accepts image and 
text inputs. “We’ve created 
GPT-4, the latest milestone 
in OpenAI’s effort in scaling 
up deep learning,” the com-
pany said in a blogpost. Last 
month, Google unveiled its 
new AI service ‘Bard’ to 
compete against OpenAI’s 
ChatGPT, which is opened 
up to “trusted testers” be-
fore the company makes it 

“more widely available to 
the public”. In the future, 
the technologies of chatbots 
and voice assistants will 
converge, according to ex-
perts. Recently, the startup 
OpenAI said it is begin-
ning to release a powerful 
artificial intelligence model 
known as GPT-4, setting the 
stage for human-like tech-
nology to proliferate and 
more competition between 
its backer Microsoft Corp 
and Alphabet Inc’s Google. 
OpenAI, which created the 
chatbot sensation ChatGPT, 
said in a blog post that its 
latest technology is “mul-
timodal,” meaning images, 
as well as text prompts, 
can spur it to generate con-
tent. The text-input feature 
will be available to Chat-
GPT Plus subscribers and 
to software developers, 
with a waitlist, while the 
image-input ability remains 
a preview of its research. 
while the image-input abil-
ity remains a preview of its 
research.

Microsoft 365 Copilot With AI-Powered Features for 
Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Teams Announced

Microsoft on Thursday 
announced Microsoft 
365 Copilot, an AI-
powered upgrade for the 
company’s productivity 
apps. The Redmond firm 
says it uses large lan-
guage models, user data 
in Microsoft Graph, and 
the company’s applica-
tions to power the new 
Copilot features. Users 
will be able to access the 
AI-backed functionality 
in these apps to quickly 
generate documents, 
spreadsheets, presenta-

tions, draft emails, or 
coordinate meetings and 
quickly surface relevant 
content on Microsoft 
Teams. The company 
also says Copilot can be 
right or “usefully wrong” 
during regular use. Dur-
ing the company’s Mi-
crosoft 365 AI event 
on Thursday, Microsoft 
Chairman and CEO 
Satya Nadella revealed 
that the new Microsoft 
365 Copilot is coming 
to Word, Excel, Power-
Point, Outlook, Teams 

and other productivity 
applications. Although 
the company has worked 
closely with OpenAI 
and the service uses the 
startup’s GPT-4 technol-
ogy, Jared Spataro, Cor-
porate Vice President, 
said that the company 
didn’t “simply integrate 
ChatGPT” with its apps. 
Instead, it uses “the Co-
pilot System”, which is 
said to use a combina-
tion of the company’s 
apps, the data stored in 
your Microsoft account 
(like your email and pho-
tos), and a large language 
model. Microsoft also 
conducted comprehen-
sive demonstration of the 
various functionality that 
will come to its apps for 
word processing, spread-
sheet, presentation, and 
meetings. These includ-
ed the ability to quickly 
generate a presentation 

or a speech to celebrate 
an event like a family 
member graduating, us-
ing personalised images 
and messages. Copilot 
can also draft emails for 
you based on natural 
language commands, or 
quickly generate a draft 
for a specific document 
and rephrase it in your 
own writing style. Play 
Video Meetings on Mi-
crosoft Teams will also 
benefit from Copilot in-
tegration, according to 
Microsoft. This means 
that users will be able 
to access summaries of 
meeting in real time, or 
ask Copilot to help them 
sort through several mes-
sages on the messaging 
app. There’s no word on 
availability at the mo-
ment, and Microsoft says 
in its blog post that it is 
currently testing Micro-
soft 365 Copilot with se-

lect commercial custom-
ers, to glean feedback 
while improving these 
models as they are rolled 
out more widely. Mean-
while, customers will 
have to wait for other de-
tails such as pricing and 
licensing for the new Co-
pilot feature. Microsoft 
also announced that is 
planning to debut a new 
feature called Business 
Chat, a tightly integrated 
system that it says draws 
data and information 
from a variety of sources, 
including documents, 
presentations, email, 
calendar, notes, and con-
tacts. The new Business 
Chat feature will allow 
users to generate emails, 
find information in your 
Microsoft account quick-
ly, generate plans or a 
SWOT (strengths, weak-
nesses,

Foxconn wins Apple AirPods order, 
plans to set $200 million factory

Taiwanese contract man-
ufacturer Foxconn has 
won an order to make 
AirPods for Apple Inc 
and plans to build a fac-
tory in India to produce 
the wireless earphones, 
two people with direct 
knowledge of the matter 
told Reuters. Also Read 
- Indian govt may soon 
force companies to let 
users delete pre-installed 
smartphone apps The 
deal will see Foxconn, 
the world’s largest con-
tract electronics maker 
and assembler of around 
70 percent of all iPhones, 
become an AirPod sup-
plier for the first time 
and underlines efforts 
by the key Apple sup-
plier to further diversify 
production away from 
China. AirPods are cur-
rently made by a range of 
Chinese suppliers. Also 

Read - Apple iPhone 14, 
iPhone 14 Plus Yellow 
colour variant now avail-
able for sale in India: 
Price, offers One source 
said Foxconn will invest 
more than $200 million 
in the new India AirPod 
plant in the southern In-
dian state of Telangana. It 
wasn’t immediately clear 
how much the AirPod or-
der would be worth. Also 
Read - Apple is likely to 
soon upgrade its AirPods 
with health-tracking fea-
tures The person, who re-
quested anonymity as the 
matter was not public yet, 
said Foxconn officials 
had debated internally 
for months about wheth-
er to assemble AirPods 
due to relatively lower 
profit margins on making 
the device, but ultimately 
opted to go ahead with 
the deal to “reinforce en-

gagement” with Apple. 
“That way, we are more 
likely to get orders for 
their new products,” the 
person said. The deci-
sion to set up production 
in India was requested 
by Apple, according to 
the source. Foxconn vies 
with Taiwanese rivals 
such as Wistron Corp 
and Pegatron Corp to win 
more orders from Apple, 
the world’s most valuable 
company. A subsidiary, 
Foxconn Interconnect 
Technology Ltd, plans 
to start construction of a 
manufacturing facility in 
Telangana in the second 
half of this year and be-
gin production by the end 
of 2024 at the earliest, 
the person said. Shares in 
the Foxconn unit jumped 
nearly nine percent after 
Reuters first reported the 
news,

After UK, New Zealand to Ban TikTok on 
Government Devices Over Security Concerns

New Zealand said it will 
ban TikTok on devices 
with access to the coun-
try’s parliamentary net-
work due to cybersecu-
rity concerns, becoming 
the latest nation to limit 
the use of the video-shar-
ing app on government-
related devices. Concerns 
have mounted globally 
about the potential for 
the Chinese government 
to access users’ location 
and contact data through 
ByteDance, TikTok’s 
Chinese parent company. 
The depth of those con-
cerns was underscored 
this week when the Biden 
administration demanded 
that TikTok’s Chinese 
owners divest their stakes 
or the app could face a 
US ban. US Lawmaker 
Wants TikTok CEO to 
Detail Actions to Protect 

Kids In New Zealand, 
TikTok will be banned on 
all devices with access 
to parliament’s network 
by the end of March. 
Parliamentary Service 
Chief Executive Rafael 
Gonzalez-Montero said 
in an email to Reuters 
that the decision was 
taken after advice from 
cybersecurity experts and 
discussions within gov-
ernment and with other 
countries. “Based on this 
information the Service 
has determined that the 
risks are not acceptable 
in the current New Zea-
land Parliamentary en-
vironment,” he said. UK 
Set to Announce Ban on 
TikTok on Government 
Smartphones: Report 
Special arrangements 
can be made for those 
who require the app to 

do their jobs, he added. 
ByteDance did not im-
mediately respond to a 
Reuters request for com-
ment. Britain on Thurs-
day banned the app on 
government phones with 
immediate effect. Gov-

ernment agencies in the 
U.S. have until the end 
of March to delete the 
app from official de-
vices. TikTok has said it 
believes the recent bans 
are based on “fundamen-
tal misconceptions and 

driven by wider geopoli-
tics, adding that it has 
spent more than $1.5 bil-
lion (roughly Rs. 12,376 
crore) on rigorous data 
security efforts and re-
jects spying allegations.



10 Business Indian Horizon Hyderabad
            Saturday | March 18 |2023

Anil Singhvi strategy: Key share market 
triggers, important levels to watch in Nifty50

Anil Singhvi expects 
support for the Nifty50 
benchmark at 16,925-
17,000 levels on Friday, 
March 17. He sees a 
strong buy zone com-
ing in at 16,750-16,850 
levels. For the Nifty 
Bank — whose 12 con-
stituents include HDFC 
Bank, SBI, Bank of 
Baroda and Axis Bank, 
he sees support emerging 
at 38,950-39,050 levels, 
and a strong buy zone in 

the 38,450-38,625 area. 
Here’s how Anil Singhvi 
sums up the market setup 
on March 17: Global: 
Positive FII: Negative 
DII: Positive F&O: Neu-
tral Sentiment: Neutral 
Trend: Negative For the 
50-scrip headline index, 
he expects a higher zone 
at 17,100-17,150 levels 
and a strong sell zone at 
17,200-17,325 levels.  
For the banking index, 
he sees a higher zone at 

39,375-39,550 levels and 
a strong sell zone in the 
39,750-39,900 band. FII 
index longs at oversold 
levels at 11 per cent on 
Friday vs 12 per cent on 
Thursday Nifty put-call 
ratio (PCR) at 0.88 vs 
0.67 Nifty Bank PCR 
at 0.72 vs 0.53 Fear in-
dex India VIX down 0.5 
per cent at 16.22 ANIL 
SINGHVI MARKET 
STRATEGY For existing 
long positions: Nifty50 
intraday and closing stop 
loss at 16,850 Nifty Bank 
intraday and closing stop 
loss at 38,600 For exist-
ing short positions: Nifty 
intraday and closing stop 
loss at 17,250 Nifty Bank 
intraday and closing stop 
loss at 39,600 For new 
positions in Nifty: Buy 
Nifty with a stop loss 
at 16,850 for targets of 
17,050, 17,100, 17,150, 

17,200, 17,225 and 
17,325 Aggressive trad-
ers can sell Nifty in the 
17,150-17,225 range with 
a strict stop loss at 17,325 
for targets of 17,100, 
17,050, 17,000, 16,975 
and 16,925 For new posi-
tions in Nifty Bank: Buy 
Nifty Bank in the 38,625-
38,925 range with a stop 
loss at 38,400 for tar-
gets of 39,050, 39,150, 
39,375 and 39,450 Ag-
gressive traders can buy 
Nifty Bank with a strict 
stop loss at 38,900 for 
targets of 39,375, 39,450, 
39,550, 39,675, 39,750, 
39,825 and 39,900 Ag-
gressive traders can sell 
Nifty Bank in the 39,750-
39,900 range with a strict 
stop loss at 40,000 for 
targets of 39,575, 39,450, 
39,375, 39,150, 39,050 
and 38,950

SIP stoppage ratio at 27-month high as 
investors shut accounts aggressively

The SIP stoppage ra-
tio rose to a 27-month 
high of 0.68 in February, 
data from mutual fund 
industry body Associa-
tion of Mutual Funds in 
India (AMFI) showed 
on Thursday. The SIP 
ratio determines the 
proportion of SIP ac-
counts closeed to those 
opened. Simply put, the 
latest data indicates that 
a majority of people are 
shutting their SIP ac-
counts on Dalal Street, 
amid shrinking returns 
in the past one year. In 
February, the Sensex fell 
over one per cent and the 
Nifty50 two per cent — 
a third straight month of 
falls for both headline in-
dices. Over the previous 
12 months, an average 
of over 9.2 lakh SIP ac-
counts were added each 
month. The figure for 

February came in at 6.6 
lakh accounts, an eight-
month low. Meanwhile, 
14.3 lakh SIP accounts 
were shut in February 
— a multi-year high on 
a rolling three-month ba-
sis. This crossed 13 lakh 
account closings for the 
third month in a row. 
As many as 11 lakh ac-
counts were cancelled in 
February 2022. Accord-
ing to market experts, the 
reason for account clos-
ing could be the trailing 
equity market returns. 
In the last five months, 
the mutual fund account 
stopping ratio increased 
from 0.52 in October 
2022 to 0.68 in February 
2023. While in January 
2023, it was 0.59; in De-
cember 2022, it was 0.66 
and in November 2022, it 
stood at 0.48. Simultane-
ously, new accounts ad-

dition increased to 6.64 
lakh in February 2023 
from 9.53 lakh in Octo-
ber 2022, and 9.19 lakh, 
7.86 lakh, and 11.27 lakh 
accounts were added in 
January 2023, Decem-
ber 2022, and November 
2022 respectively. Mean-
while, according to the 
AMFI website, Indian 
Mutual Funds have cur-
rently about 6.28 crore 
SIP accounts through 
which investors regularly 
invest in Indian Mutual 
Fund schemes. The total 
amount collected through 

SIP during February 2023 
was Rs 13,686 crore. SIP 
is a highly handy way to 
invest in mutual funds 
using standing instruc-
tions to debit your bank 
account every month. It 
is becoming more and 
more popular among In-
dian MF investors as it 
facilitates rupee cost av-
eraging and disciplined 
investment without hav-
ing to worry about mar-
ket volatility or timing 
the market. Get Latest 
Business News, Stock 
Market Updates and Vid-

TCS leadership change: Outgoing CEO Rajesh Gopinathan 
says ‘transition will not be very dramatic’

TCS CEO Resigns, TCS 
CEO Name: Outgoing 
Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices (TCS) CEO Rajesh 
Gopinathan on Friday 
described his stint with 
TCS as wonderful and 
that “there couldn’t be a 
better time to move on”. 
Addressing the media a 
day after stepping down 
as the CEOP of India’s 
largest IT services pro-
vider, he said that TCS 

has been built on pillars 
of customer centricity 
and employees who have 
always committed and 
given their best to the 
company. Gopinathan 
said that he will be avail-
able to CEO-designate 
K Krithivasan 100 per 
cent during the transition 
period. “I asked myself 
if not now, will there be 
a better time, as I have 
been having discussions 

with N Chandrasekaran 
(chairman of Tata Sons) 
off and on,” he said. “I 
don’t expect this transi-
tion to be very dramatic,” 
he added. Gopinathan on 
Thursday resigned just a 
year into his second five-
year term at the helm of 
the company. Gopinathan 
was re-appointed last 
year as the Indian IT be-
hemoth’s CEO till 2027. 
He would leave TCS in 

September to pursue oth-
er interests. Gopinathan 
has been with TCS since 
2001 and has held multi-
ple leadership positions, 
including that of chief fi-
nancial officer. Under his 
leadership, TCS shares 
nearly tripled in value 
and revenue almost dou-
bled and profit zoomed 
about 60 per cent, as of 
last quarter. Gopinathan 
said that the choice of 

Krithivasan was driven 
by the board and N Chan-
drasekaran, “they looked 
at a variety of candidates 
and felt Krithi was the 
best fit”. Responding to 
a Zee Business question 
on the biggest challenge 
he will go through, CEO-
designate K Krithivasan, 
said, “Every time there is 
a change in the market, 
it gives new opportunity. 
We will not make any 
changes and continue 
to focus on core prin-
ciples.” “I don’t expect 
or you should expect to 
see great strategy change 
or organisational change 
coming in in future im-
mediately,” he said. TCS 
has named K Krithiva-
san as CEO-designate, 
effective March 16. He 
would take over as CEO 
and managing director in 
the next financial year, 
subject to shareholders’ 
approval. He had joined 
TCS in 1989 and has 
held various leadership 
roles in the company. 
The move comes as the 
Indian IT industry faces 
a challenging macroeco-
nomic environment in its 
key markets of Europe 
and the United States 
while also coming under 
renewed focus due to its 
big exposure to the US 
banking sector, which is 
currently experiencing a 
financial crisis.

1.2 lakh pensioners opt for 
higher pension amount

More than 1.20 lakh in-
dividuals have applied 
online to opt for higher 
pension under Employ-
ees’ Pension Scheme 
1995 (EPS-95) till March 
9, 2023, Parliament was 
informed on Thursday. In 
November last year, the 
Supreme Court had asked 
the Employees’ Provi-
dent Fund Organisation 
(EPFO) to give four 
months time to subscrib-
ers as well as pension-
ers to contribute on their 
actual salaries towards 
EPS-95. Check below if 
you are eligible to apply 
for the same and how you 
can proceed with your 
application. Employees 
Pension Scheme: Eligi-
bility criteria to receive 
a higher pension amount 
Employees need to ful-
fill the following crite-
ria for a higher pension 
in EPFO: Employees 

must have retired before 
01/09/2014 The person 
should have made a con-
tribution above the maxi-
mum limit of Rs 5,000 
or Rs 6500 per month. 
Employees must have 
submitted a joint declara-
tion with their employer 
to opt for higher pension 
contributions and their 
request would have been 
rejected by the EPF au-
thorities. To be eligible 
for a higher pension, one 
needs to be a member 
of the Employees’ Pen-
sion Scheme (EPS) for at 
least 10 years and should 
reach the age of 50 or 58 
years Employees Pension 
Scheme: Follow these 
steps to apply for a higher 
pension The employees 
need to fill the joint op-
tion/higher pension claim 
application, as specified 
by the concerned Re-
gional Provident Fund 

Commissioner (RPFC). 
Pensioners can fill the 
application online by 
visiting the official web-
site, and following these 
steps— Visit the  official 
website of EPFO Unified 
Member portal- https://
unifiedportal-mem.epfin-
dia.gov.in/ Click on the 
‘Application form for 
joint option’ If you have 
retired before 2014, click 
‘Validation of joint op-
tions who retired before 
01.09.2014 and exer-
cised joint option’. If you 
have retired after 2014, 
then click ‘Exercise of 
joint option for employ-
ees who were in service 
prior to 01.09.2014 and 
continued to be in service 
01.09.2014 but could not 
exercise the joint option’. 
Fill in the details and 
click the submit button

SJVN, Indian Oil To Form JV For Renewable 
Energy Projects Immigration fraud: 700 Indian 

students face deportation from Canada 
Getting a degree from a 
reputed college in Cana-
da, landing a dream job, 
and getting permanent 
resident status can be 
a dream for any Indian 
student. But what if, af-
ter spending their par-
ents’ hard-earned money, 
staying many years in 
Canada, pursuing a col-
lege degree there, and in 
some cases landing jobs, 
they are told that they 
can’t stay in the country 
anymore as their admis-
sion letters were fake? 
A similar incident has 
come to light in Canada, 
where as many as 700 
Indian students are fac-

ing deportation from the 
North American coun-
try after spending many 
years there. Some of the 
students had completed 
their studies and were 
working as well, while 
many others were in 
line to get jobs. It was 
only when they applied 
to become permanent 
residents (PR) that they 
knew it was the end of 
their dream. These stu-
dents have now received 
deportation letters from 
the Canadian Border Se-
curity Agency (CBSA). 
What is the matter? Zee 
Biz has learned that as 
many as 700 students 

reportedly applied for 
Canadian visas through 
Jalandhar-based Educa-
tion Migration Services, 
co-partnered by Brijesh 
Mishra, Prashant Kumar, 
and Rahul. They alleg-
edly charged over Rs 16 
lakh per student for ad-
mission to Toronto’s fa-
mous Humber College. 
The fee included the ad-

mission fee, but excluded 
air tickets and security 
deposits. These students 
left for Canada in 2018-
19. Most of the students 
reportedly didn’t get ad-
mission to the promised 
college. They were either 
sent to other colleges or 
asked to wait for the next 
semester.

State-owned SJVN has 
inked an initial pact with 
India Oil Corp. to form a 
joint venture for devel-
oping renewable energy 
projects. SJVN Chairman 
and Managing Director 
Nand Lal Sharma said 
in a statement that SJVN 
has entered into an MoU 
with Indian Oil Corp. to 
form a joint venture. The 
JV company will engage 
in the development of 
renewable energy proj-
ects, which include solar, 
wind, hydro and hybrid 
power projects, it said. 
The company will also 
develop energy storage 
systems, such as battery 
storage and pumped stor-

age projects for the supply 
of round-the-clock pow-
er. The JV company will 
also venture into electric 
mobility infrastructure, 
and the production of 
green hydrogen and other 
green synthetic fuels. He 
said the power produced 
by the projects of this 
JV will also help in the 
mitigation of the carbon 
footprint of IOCL. Shar-
ma further said in line 
with the targets set by the 
government, SJVN has 
ambitious goals for the 
development of renew-
able energy. This MOU 
will be a step towards 
meeting SJVN’s targets 
of developing renewable 

energy as well as IOCL’s 
target to achieve net-zero 
operational emissions by 
the year 2046. The MOU 
was signed by RK Gupta, 
Chief GM, SJVN, and 
Shantanu Gupta, Execu-
tive Director, IOCL, in 
the presence of Shrikant 
Madhav Vaidya, Chair-
man, IOCL and Geeta 
Kapoor, Director (Per-
sonnel) SJVN. The MoU 
was signed at the Green 
Energy Conclave organ-
ised by IOCL here. On 
this occasion, senior of-
ficers from SJVN and 
IOCL were also present. 
SJVN has expanded and 
diversified in hydro, ther-
mal, solar & wind Energy 

sectors, power transmis-
sion & power trading. It 
has emerged as a major 
public sector power en-
tity in the Indian power 
scenario. Currently, 
the project portfolio of 
SJVN is around 46,879 
MW, executing around 
75 projects in India and 
Nepal, and is moving 
towards achieving the 
shared vision of generat-
ing 50,000 MW by 2040. 
target to achieve net-zero 
operational emissions by 
the year 2046. The MOU 
was signed by RK Gupta, 
Chief GM, SJVN, and 
Shantanu Gupta, Execu-
tive Director, IOCL, in 
the presence.
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Women’s World Boxing C’ships: Nikhat Zareen Begins 
Campaign With Dominant Win

Star boxer Nikhat Zareen 
kickstarted India’s chal-
lenge impressively at 
the IBA Women’s World 
Boxing Championships 
with a dominating vic-
tory while Sakshi Chaud-
hary, Nupur Sheoran and 
Preeti also made winning 
starts at the Indira Gandhi 
Sports Complex in New 
Delhi on Thursday. The 
26-year-old exuberant 
boxer from Telangana, 
who clinched 52kg gold 
in the last edition in Is-
tanbul, began her title de-

fence in style as she took 
just over four minutes to 
outclass Anakhanim Is-
mayilova with the Ref-
eree Stops Contest (RSC) 
verdict in the 50kg open-
ing round contest. The 
pugilists from Azerbaijan 
looked clueless against 
Zareen’s strong jabs 
and quick movement in 
a thoroughly lopsided 
bout. The Indian will 
take on top-seeded Rou-
maysa Boualam of Alge-
ria in the second round. 
Zareen’s dominating tri-

umph, in the first bout 
of the day, provided a 
befitting start to the pres-
tigious event, which is 
being hosted by the Box-
ing Federation of India 
for the record third time 
in the country. Extending 
India’s domination fur-
ther on the opening day, 
2021 Asian Champion-
ships bronze medallist 
Chaudhary and Sheoran 
also registered emphatic 
wins with an identical 5-0 
margin in their respec-
tive matches. Chaudhary 

dominated Colombian 
Maria Jose Martinez with 
supreme technical abil-
ity in the 52kg Round-
of-32. Sheoran (+81kg), 
on the other hand, 
proved too strong for 
Abiola Jackman of Guy-
ana in the Round-of-16 
bout. Chaudhary will 
now face Kazakhstan’s 
Urakbayeva Zhazira in 
the next round whereas 
debutant Sheoran will be 
up against tough Lazzat 
Kungeibayeva of Ka-
zakhstan, the 2016 World 
Champion, in the quar-
ter-finals. Later, Preeti’s 
RSC win over Hungary’s 
Hanna Lakotar in the 
54kg opening round en-
sured an unbeaten record 
for hosts on Day 1 of the 
tournament. She will be 
up against last edition’s 
silver medallist Lacra-
mioara Perijoc of Roma-
nia in the second round. 
Meanwhile, in a surpris-
ing turn of events, French 
boxer Lkhadiri Wassila 
caused a major upset of 
the day in the 50kg cat-
egory when she sent the 

2018 Asian Games gold 
medallist Chang Yuan 
of China packing with a 
5-2 win in a thrilling bout 
after the review. The on-
going event is witnessing 
the participation of 324 
boxers, including several 
Olympic medallists, from 
65 countries fighting for 
the titles in the 12 weight 
categories. Rio Olympics 
champion Estelle Mos-
sely (60kg) of France is 
scheduled to begin her 
campaign on the second 
day of the tournament on 
Friday along with some 
other top boxers, includ-
ing the five-time World 
Championships medal-
list Elif Guneri (75kg) of 
Turkey, reigning Asian 
Champion Oh Yeon-Ji 
(60kg) of South Korea, 
and former world cham-
pions Italy’s Alessia Me-
siano (60kg) and Lina 
Wang (81kg) of China. 
Among Indians, Jaismine 
Lamboria (60kg), Shashi 
Chopra (63kg) and Shruti 
Yadav (70kg) will fight 
in the Round-of-32. The 
tournament.

Gianni Infantino Re-Elected As 
FIFA President By Acclaim 

Gianni Infantino was re-
elected FIFA president 
by acclaim on Thursday 
through 2027, after sug-
gesting the financial results 
under his leadership would 
keep an industry CEO in the 
job for life. Infantino had 
no election opponent and 
won by acclaim instead of a 
formal vote by the congress 
of 211 member federations 
whose basic annual funding 
from FIFA has risen from 
$250,000 to $2 million 
since his first win in 2016. 
FIFA had $4 billion re-
serves after the World Cup 
in Qatar finished in Decem-
ber. It has conservatively 
forecast record revenue of 
at least $11 billion through 
the men’s 2026 World 
Cup being hosted in North 
America. “If a CEO tells 
the stakeholders that the 
products were multiplied 
by seven I believe that they 
would keep that CEO for-
ever,” Infantino told FIFA 
members. “They would 
love for this story to keep 
on going. “But I am here 
for a four-year cycle only,” 
said Infantino, whose presi-
dency can eventually run 
for 15 years through 2031. 
The Swiss lawyer was first 
elected in 2016 with FIFA in 
crisis after a sweeping Unit-

ed States federal investiga-
tion of corruption removed 
a swath of soccer officials 
in the Americas. The fall-
out also removed veteran 
FIFA president Sepp Blatter 
from office within months 
of being re-elected. Under 
Infantino, FIFA has created 
new and bigger competi-
tions, raising its income and 
giving national teams more 
chances to qualify for the 
men’s and women’s World 
Cups, while facing down 
resistance from European 
soccer officials. by Tabool-
aSponsored LinksYou May 
Like Pay for a few years, 
get covered for a lifetime 
ICICI Pru Life Insurance 
Plan Citizens of India aged 
40-80 can take advantage 
of this opportunity. Home-
ownerhome FIFA’s sup-
port for 2022 World Cup 
host Qatar, where Infan-

tino moved to live in 2021, 
and his close ties to Saudi 
Arabian soccer have also 
caused unease among rights 
activists and some Euro-
pean member federations. 
That spilled over at the 
World Cup in a dispute over 
FIFA and Qatari organizers 
blocking some team cap-
tains wearing an anti-dis-
crimination armband. “To 
all those that love me, and 
I know there are so many, 
and those that hate me, and 
I know there are a few, I 
love you all of course, to-
day especially,” Infantino 
said after being elected. In 
an earlier congress-open-
ing address, Infantino said 
he took inspiration from 
Rwanda’s recovery from its 
genocidal civil war of the 
1990s when his own cam-
paign to become FIFA pres-
ident in 2016 was strug-

Sporting stun Arsenal in Europa League 
shoot-out after Goncalves masterpiece

Sporting Lisbon’s Pedro 
Goncalves scored an in-
credible equaliser and the 
Portuguese team went on 
to knock Arsenal out of 
the Europa League with 
a 5-3 penalty shootout 
victory in Thursday’s 
last 16 second leg. Sport-
ing trailed when Gra-
nit Xhaka gave Premier 
League leaders Arsenal 
the lead in the first half 
at the Emirates Stadium. 
But Portugal midfielder 
Goncalves forced extra-
time when he beat Arse-
nal keeper Aaron Rams-
dale with a breathtaking 
strike from 46 yards out. 
Goncalves’s audacious 
goal was reminiscent of 
David Beckham’s long-
range chip for Manches-
ter United against Wim-
bledon that launched him 
to superstardom in 1996. 
ALSO READ | Rashford 
sends Man United into 
Europa League quarters 
as Juve, Sevilla progress 
With reality television 
star Kim Kardashian 
and her Arsenal fan son 

Saint watching from the 
stands, a pulsating en-
counter ended level at 
1-1 on the night and 3-3 
on aggregate, requiring 
penalties to settle the 
tie. It was Sporting who 
emerged with a shock 
victory as Gabriel Mar-
tinelli’s effort was saved 
by Antonio Adan and 
Nuno Santos dispatched 
the winning kick. “A 
huge blow obviously. 
There were moments 
in the first 75 minutes 
where we weren’t at our 
level. We gave every ball 
away and we didn’t have 
the capacity to take the 
game,” Arsenal manager 
Mikel Arteta said. “We 
had big chances to fin-
ish the game. We have 
to look at ourselves and 
why we were not good 
enough to go through,” 
he added. Adding to Ar-
senal’s problems, de-
fenders William Saliba 
and Takehiro Tomiyasu 
limped off injured in the 
first half after Arteta tried 
to protect his key players 

by making five changes. 
Arsenal haven’t won a 
European trophy since 
lifting the Cup-Winners’ 
Cup in 1994 and their 
wait will go on for an-
other year. But the Gun-
ners would gladly swap 
Europa League success 
for a long-awaited Pre-
mier League title. Arse-
nal sit five points clear of 
second placed Manches-
ter City in the Premier 
League as they chase a 
first title since 2004. “We 
have 11 games left. Our 
next game with Palace is 
a final. All the work we 
do right now has to be to-
wards Palace. We have to 

be better than this game,” 
Arteta said. Arteta had 
fielded a strong side in 
the first leg in Lisbon, but 
was more cautious ahead 
of Sunday’s Premier 
League clash with Crys-
tal Palace, resting Bu-
kayo Saka, Martin Ode-
gaard, Leandro Trossard, 
Ben White and Thomas 
Party. Bewildered Rams-
dale Arteta’s one conces-
sion to Arsenal’s attempt 
to reach the last eight was 
including Brazil forward 
Gabriel Jesus for his first 
start since undergoing 
knee surgery following 
his injury at the World 
Cup.

All England Badminton: Treesa Jolly And Gayatri 
Gopichand Post Stunning Win

Elena Rybakina sets up semis date with Iga Swiatek 
following crunch win over Karolina Muchova

Wimbledon champion 
Elena Rybakina survived 
a stern test from Czech 
Karolina Muchova be-
fore advancing 7-6(4) 
2-6 6-4 and will face 
Iga Swiatek in Friday’s 
semi-final after the world 
number one rolled past 
Sorana Cirstea 6-2 6-3 
at Indian Wells. Mucho-
va smacked a backhand 

crosscourt winner to 
break serve in the first set 
for a 3-2 lead and, despite 
having played several 
grueling three-set match-
es at the tournament and 
having her left thigh 
wrapped, looked fresh. 
The hard-hitting Ry-
bakina struck back when 
she converted her sixth 
break point opportunity 

of the set by pouncing 
on a weak approach shot 
from Muchova, who then 
could not get her volley 
over the net for 5-5. In 
the tiebreaker momen-
tum swung firmly in Ry-
bakina’s favour when she 
sent a blistering backhand 
winner down the line 
for 4-4 and the 76-min-
ute first set ended on a 
Muchova double fault. 
ALSO READ: Sporting 
stun Arsenal in Europa 
League shoot-out after 
Goncalves masterpiece 
The unseeded Muchova, 
a former top 20 player 
now ranked 76th, played 
nearly flawless tennis in 
the second set to force 
the decider. In the third, 
the 10th-seeded Rybaki-
na went up an early break 
on another untimely dou-
ble fault by Muchova 

and held at love to push 
the advantage to 3-1. 
Muchova continued to 
battle, saving two match 
points on her serve in the 
ninth game. But Rybaki-
na did not miss her third 
opportunity to secure the 
win, crushing her sixth 
ace to end the two-hour, 
45-minute contest on a 
sunny day at the WTA 
1000 event in the South-
ern California desert. 
“It was a really tough 
match today,” said Ry-
bakina, who became the 
first Kazakhstani woman 
to make it to the tourna-
ment’s semis. “I served 
much better in the third. 
I didn’t start that well 
at the beginning of the 
match. I was a bit slower 
than usual and here the 
conditions are not that 
easy for me.

PV Sindhu’s Losing Run Continues, Shuttler 
Crashes Out Of All England Open

There was no end to PV 
Sindhu’s poor run as the 
star Indian shuttler made 
a first round exit from 
the All England Cham-
pionships after losing to 
Zhang Yi Man of China 
in straight games on 
Wednesday. The world 
number nine Sindhu, a 
double Olympic medal-
list, lost 17-21 11-21 in 
the 39-minute women’s 
singles contest. This is 
the third time that Sindhu 
has lost her first round 
match this year. She had 
lost to Carolina Marin 
of Spain in Malaysia 
Open in January before 
exiting the Indian Open 
at the same stage in the 
same month. She had 
recently parted ways 
with her coach Park Tae-
sang of Korea, under 
whose guidance she won 

a bronze at the Tokyo 
Olympics. Also Read | 
PV Sindhu Sacks Coach 
Who Helped Her Win 
Second Olympics Medal 
After Recent Disappoint-
ments Sindhu was rusty 
and subdued throughout 
the match with her world 
number 17 opponent 
showing more agility and 
attacking intent. There 
was not much to differ-
entiate initially between 
the two who had 1-1 
head-to-head record be-
fore Wednesday’s match. 
Sindhu led 6-5 and then 
made it 16-13. But the 
Chinese shuttler won 
seven straight points to 
lead 20-16 before taking 
the first game in 21 min-
utes. In the second game, 
the two players were tied 
5-5 but Sindhu commit-
ted a few unforced errors 

and was soon down 5-10. 
Sindhu recovered a bit to 
trail 7-11 but was soon 
down 9-16 before los-
ing the second game and 
the match. Earlier during 
the day, India’s women’s 
doubles pair of Treesa 
Jolly and Gayatri Gopi-
chand Pullela stunned 
seventh seeded Thai-
land duo of Jongkolphan 

Kititharakul and Rawin-
da Prajongjai 21-18 21-
14 in a 46-minute first 
round match. The Indian 
duo will meet the Japa-
nese pair of Yuki Fuku-
shima and Sayaka Hirota 
in the pre-quarterfinals. 
On Tuesday, Lakshya 
Sen and HS Prannoy 
had won their respective 
men’s singles.

Indian women’s dou-
bles pair of Treesa Jolly 
and Gayatri Gopichand 
scripted a stunning win 
to progress to the quar-
terfinals but Lakshya Sen 
bowed out in the men’s 
singles competition of 
the All England Champi-
onships in Birmingham 
on Thursday (March 16). 
Commonwealth Games 
bronze medallists Treesa 
and Gayatri continued 
their rise as they shocked 
former world No. 1 pair 
of Yuki Fukushima and 
Sayaka Hirota 21-14, 24-
22 in a pulsating contest. 
The world No. 17 Indian 
pair, which had reached 
the semifinals of the last 
edition, will next face 
Chinese combination 
of Li Wen Mei and Liu 
Xuan Xuan. Last year’s 
finalist Sen, however, 
couldn’t find his touch 
against Anders Antonsen, 
going down 13-21, 15-
21 in 52 minutes. It was 
a sweet revenge from the 
Danish, who had gone 
down in straight games 
to the Indian in 2022. 

by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like 
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and Tricks USA Visas 
- Search Ads Outbound 
Call Center Services | 
BPO Outsourcing Com-
panies Best Call Center 
Returning from an injury, 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
paired up with his part-
ner Chirag Shetty but 
their gallant fight ended 
with a 21-10, 17-21, 19-
21 loss to China’s world 
No. 10 Liang Wei Keng 
and Wang Chang. Treesa 
and Gayatri have been 
in good form, having 
claimed a win over world 
No. 7 Tan Pearly and 
Thinnah Muralitharan 
at the Badminton Asia 
Mixed Team Champion-
ship in February. In their 
opening round here, the 
Indian duo upset seventh 
seeds Jongkolphan Kitii-
harakul and Rawinda 
Prajongai of Thailand. In 
the men’s singles match, 
Sen and Antonsen en-
gaged in some high-qual-
ity rallies with the latter 

jumping to a 8-4 lead ini-
tially and then grabbing 
a three-point cushion at 
the break. But Sen soon 
started moving well and 
levelled at 11-11 after 
winning a 52-shot rally 
but the Indian couldn’t 
continue the momentum 
as Antonsen pulled away 
to 19-13 after unleash-
ing a winner on his op-
ponent’s forehand to win 
another exciting rally. A 
couple of errors from Sen 
and Antonsen held the 
bragging right in the bat-
tle between the two for-
mer top-10 players. After 
the change of sides, Sen 
stepped up his game and 
worked his way to a 9-4 
and then 11-5 advantage 
at the mid-game interval. 
Antonsen then scripted a 
fightback to move within 
one point of the Indian 
at 10-11. Sen lost his 
way after that as Anton-
sen started dictating the 
terms to turn the tables 
at 14-13 as the Indian 
pushed one to the net. 
Sen missed a few shots 
as the Dane grabbed five 

match points and sealed 
it on first chance. The 
second-round exit means 
Sen will lose a lot of his 
ranking points and slip 
further in the BWF chart. 
The former world No. 6 
had lost in the first round 
at German Open to slip to 
the 19th rank last Tues-
day. of football in India 
that we were somehow 
experimenting. No, we 
were looking for those 
players who can handle 
the pressure of interna-
tional football. We were 
giving chances to every-
one who was doing well 
domestically. As simple 
as that. The door of the 
national team was wide 
open. We were looking 
for players with more 
technical ability, more 
strength, with a good 
mindset, with a positive 
attitude, good behaviour 
and a strong character. 
And to check that, you 
need to give everyone a 
chance,” he added. And 
to check that, you need to 
give everyone a chance,” 
he added.
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Meghna Gulzar, Vicky Kaushal Pose With 
Filed Marshal Sam Manekshaw Statue

MUMBAI: After com-
pleting the shoot of her 
upcoming directorial 
‘Sam Bahadur’, Meghna 
Gulzar shared a couple 
of pictures with the team 
and cast. Taking to Insta-
gram, Meghna dropped 
a picture with Vicky 
along with a caption. She 
wrote, “The man. And 
the muse. It has been an 
honour to tell the story 
of Field Marshal Sam 

HFJ Manekshaw MC. 
And a privilege to have 
had @vickykaushal09 on 
this immense journey.” 
by TaboolaSponsored 
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She also shared pictures 
with the production and 
directorial team.Vicky 
re-shared Meghna`s 

story and wrote, “It was 
only possible with you 
holding my hand and 
guiding me every step 
of the way.” View this 
post on Instagram A 
post shared by Meghna 
Gulzar (@meghnagul-
zar) On Tuesday, Vicky 
took to Insta and shared 
a new still from the sets 
of the film on his stories 
which he captioned, “It’s 
a Film wrap!! Sam Ba-
hadur 1-12-23.” In the 
picture, Vicky could be 
seen dressed up as Field 
Marshal Sam Manek-
shaw and sitting on a 
car bonnet, with director 
Meghna Gulzar standing 
in front of him. Helmed 
by Meghna Gulzar and 
produced by Ronnie 
Screwvala (RSVP), ‘Sam 
Bahadur’ is the story 
of India’s war hero and 
first Field Marshal Sam 
Manekshaw which also 
stars Sanya Malhotra and 
Fatima Sana Sheikh in 
the lead roles. The film is 

all set to hit the theatres 
on December 1, 2023. 
Talking about the film, 
Vicky said, “I am fortu-
nate to portray the role 
of a real-life hero and 
patriot who is still re-
membered and loved for 
his contributions to our 
country. There is a lot to 
learn and take back as an 
actor. With the amount of 
prep and hard work the 
whole team has put in, 
I am sure the audiences 
will be thrilled to watch 
Sam’s mesmerising jour-
ney to making India 
what it is today.” Mean-
while, Vicky will be next 
seen in director Laxman 
Utekar’s next romantic 
comedy film with Sara 
Ali Khan and in a yet-to-
be-titled film alongside 
Triptii Dimri. The Vicky-
starrer is a co-production 
of Prime Video with 
Dharma Productions and 
Leo Media Collective. It 
is touted to be an eclectic 
mix of drama.

TikTok user calls out the Academy for cutting 
off Guneet Monga’s speech at the Oscars

Producer Guneet Mon-
ga and director Kartiki 
Gonsalves brought glory 
to India on March 12 as 
they picked up Best Doc-
umentary Short Oscar. 
Even though their win 
was historic, most fans 
noticed how Monga’s 
winning speech on the 
stage was abruptly cut 
off by music. Now a user 
on Tik Tok has pointed 
out how the Academy 
did not show any such 
time stamp for the speech 
when a British man won 
an Oscar a few seconds 
after Monga. Fans would 
recall that when The El-
ephant Whisperers won 
the Oscar for Best Docu-
mentary Short, both Kar-
tiki and Guneet took the 
stage to accept the award. 
Kartiki, who directed the 
film, took to the mic first 
and as TikTok user @
Iam7even pointed out, 
took 43 seconds to de-
liver her speech. Kar-
tiki said, “I stand here 

today to speak for the 
sacred bond between us 
and our natural world, 
for the respect of indig-
enous communities, and 
empathy towards other 
living beings we share 
space with and finally, 
for coexistence. Thank 
you to the Academy for 
recognising our film, 
highlighting indigenous 
people and animals.” 
Then when Guneet was 
about to speak, the mu-
sic was played indicating 
for them to get off the 
stage. Monga ultimately 
had to walk out without 
delivering her speech. 
TikTok user @iam7evn 
pointed out that although 
Guneet’s speech was cut 
short due to the 45-sec-
ond acceptance speech 
rule that the Acaddemy 
follows- similar treat-
ment was not meted out 
to the next set of winners. 
The viral video shows the 
next winners walking up 
the stage and getting to 

speak on stage without 
getting cut off by music. 
Charles Mackesy and 
Matthew Freud won Best 
Animated Short Oscar for 
The Boy, the Mole, the 
Fox and the Horse. Their 
speech extended more 
than 45 seconds. The 
TikTok user then goes on 
to share Monga’s speech 
which talked of the his-
toric win by two Indian 
women. Monga eventu-
ally spoke backstage to 
the press and said, “To-
night is historic! This is 
the first Oscar for any In-

dian production and two 
women here won this... I 
just want to say to every-
one watching, the future 
is audacious and the fu-
ture is us and the future 
is here.” Watch the viral 
video here: this needs 
to be talked abt more 
this is insane pic.twitter.
com/LmOSjM16N4 — 
persian roman roy (@
theronfilm) March 14, 
2023 × The blatant bias 
of the Academy towards 
white British men over 
two Indian women irked 
many.

Inside Pics From Alanna Panday And Ivor 
McCray’s Wedding, Shared By Cousin Ananya

New Delhi: Ananya Pan-
day’s Alanna Panday 
cousin got married to 
Ivor McCray on Thurs-
day in the presence of 
her family and friends in 
Mumbai. Now, Ananya 
and Aaliyah Kashyap 
(Alanna’s friend) have 
offered a glimpse of the 
dreamy wedding. Anan-
ya shared two videos 
on her Instagram stories 
that show the bride and 
groom twinning in white 
ivory outfits. Alanna 
looks beautiful in a white 

embroidered lehenga, 
while Ivor looks dapper 
in a sherwani. Both can 
be seen with white flo-
ral varmalas around their 
neck. Seeing the decor, 
it seems the theme was 
white and golden, as we 
can see the white and 
green floral decorations. 
In the first video shared 
by Ananya Panday, the 
couple can be seen tak-
ing pheras, while in the 
next, they can be seen 
sitting, what seems like, 
listening to the vachanas 

(promises). Take a look 
below: gbna75o8 svt-
bddkg Anurag Kashyap’s 
daughter Aaliyah Kashy-
ap also shared a photo of 
the newlyweds hugging 
each other. ALSO READ 
Pics: Ananya Panday, 
Chunky-Bhavana, Jack-
ie Shroff And Others 
At Alanna’s Wedding 
Pics: Ananya Panday, 
Chunky-Bhavana, Jackie 
Shroff And Others At Al-
anna’s Wedding Brides-
maid Ananya Panday 
Is Dressed And Ready 

For Cousin Alanna And 
Ivor McCray’s Wed-
ding Bridesmaid Ananya 
Panday Is Dressed And 
Ready For Cousin Al-
anna And Ivor McCray’s 
Wedding Ananya Pan-
day’s FloralIs Straight 
Out Of A Fairytale 
Ananya Panday’s Floral 
Lehenga Is Straight Out 
Of A Fairytale Check out 
the post below: 7feekd7 
Alanna’s wedding was 
no less than a starry af-
fair as several celebs 
were spotted arriving. 
The Panday family - 
Ananya, Bhavana and 
Chunky - was of course 
on the guest list. Apart 
from them, Mahima 
Chaudhary, Alvira Khan-
Atul Agnihotri, Manish 
Malhotra, Jackie Shroff, 
Anusha Dandekar and 
others were pictured ar-
riving. For her cousin Al-
anna’s wedding, Ananya 
Panday opted for a pas-
tel blue saree by Manish 
Malhotra. The actress has 
also dropped a reel on 
her Instagram, offering 
a closer glimpse of her 
wedding attire. Check 
out the post below: Post a 
comment Meanwhile, on 

Sana Khan And Anas Saiyad Are Expecting 
Their First Child

New Delhi: Sana Khan 
and her husband Mufti 
Anas Saiyad are expect-
ing their first child. Sana, 
during an interview with 

Iqra TV, announced the 
pregnancy and revealed 
that her delivery is due 
around the end of June. 
When asked how she 

would feel after becom-
ing a mother, she replied, 
“Bohot acha (very nice). 
Sana added, “I’m looking 
forward to it. Obviously, 
it’s a different journey 
altogether. Bohot emo-
tionally bhi thoda mere 
liye as a woman ek up 
and down both chalta 
rehta hai (Emotionally, I 
have been facing many 
ups and downs). But I 
think it’s a beautiful jour-
ney. I’m waiting to have 
my baby in my arms... 
that’s it.” Sana Khan also 

clarified that she is not 
expecting twins, “Nahi 
nahi... single hi hai abhi 
toh (No, I’m not expect-
ing twins). I think slowly 
and steadly.” In early 
February, Sana Khan of-
fered Umrah and shared a 
post that hinted at a spe-
cial announcement. The 
caption read, “Alham-
dullilah soooo Happy. 
This umrah is very very 
special for some reason 
which In Sha Allah I 
will share soon with all. 
May Allah make it easy.” 

Who is Aman Dhaliwal? Punjabi actor who 
got stabbed at a gym in America

Punjabi actor Aman 
Dhaliwal was attacked 
by an unidentified man 
in America while he was 
working out at the gym. 
The CCTV footage of the 
shocking incident shows 
an assailant holding 
Aman at knifepoint as he 
threatens the other gym 
members. The actor has 
sustained multiple inju-
ries across his body. The 
shocking incident took 
place at the Planet Fit-
ness gym in Grand Oaks, 
California, US, around 
9:20 am. In the video, 
a man wearing a green 
jacket is holding the ac-
tor at knifepoint. Later 
in the video, the injured 
actor hits the man back 
and pushes him to the 
ground when the other 
people present at the gym 
rush towards the actor to 
save him from the at-
tacker. Aman is currently 
in the hospital and has 
sustained serious injuries 
across the torso, hands, 
and face. A picture of 
Aman covered with ban-
dages from the hospital 
has gone viral. Watch the 
video here: Famous ac-
tor Aman Dhaliwal, who 
has worked in Punjabi 

and Hindi films, has been 
fatally attacked in Amer-
ica. The attack took place 
when he was exercising 
in the gym. An assailant 
entered the gym armed 
with a knife and launched 
an attack. pic.twitter.
com/4CgtTYJB3y — 
Parmeet Bidowali (@
ParmeetBidowali) March 
16, 2023 × The video of 
the shocking incident 
was shared by the Twit-
ter handle of Parmeet 

Bidowali. Sharing the 
video, he wrote, ‘’The fa-
mous actor Aman Dhali-
wal, who has worked in 
Punjabi and Hindi films, 
has been fatally attacked 
in America. The attack 
took place when he was 
exercising in the gym. 
An assailant entered the 
gym armed with a knife 
and launched an attack.” 
Who is Aman Dhaliwal? 
Aman is a well-known 
face of the Punjabi film 

industry. He has worked 
in movies like Ajj De 
Ranjhe, Saka – The Mar-
tyrs of Nankana Sahib, 
DSP Dev, and Qissa Pan-
jab among others. For 
the unversed, he has also 
worked in various Bol-
lywood films also, like 
Hrithik Roshan’s Jodha 
Akbar. Born in the Man-
sa city of Punjab, India, 
Aman started his career 
as a model.

After Sita Ramam’s success
Mrunal Thakur finds new home in Hyderabad

Bollywood actress Mrunal 
Thakur is known for captur-
ing the spotlight with her 
exceptional on-screen per-
formances. Mrunal Thakur, 
who received praise for her 
performance in her debut 
Telugu film ‘Sita Ramam’, 
has decided to focus on 
her acting career in South 
Indian cinema. She has 
reportedly moved to Hy-
derabad and, according to 
reports, has recently ac-
quired a new residence in 
the lively city. The actress 
is said to have purchased a 
luxurious home.

 


