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Ambedkar University To 
Set Up 2 New Campuses: 
Delhi Education Minister

Traffic Jams In Delhi 
Continue To Trouble 

Commuters For Third Day

Muslim-Hindu Arrest Ratio 
55:45: Himanta Sarma On 

Child Marriage Crackdown

Amid Rising Covid Cases 
Centre Writes To 6 States To Contain Infection

Delhi Mar 16: With Covid 
cases rising, particularly in 
six states, the Centre has 
written to them saying they 
should focus on control-
ling the sudden increase 
in the viral infection. The 
Union Health Secretary on 
Wednesday wrote to Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat, Telangana, 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and 
Karnataka asking them to 
stress on testing, treating, 
tracking, and vaccination. 
“There are few states which 
are reporting higher num-

ber of cases indicating pos-
sible localised spread of in-
fection and there is a need 
to follow a risk assessment-
based approach to prevent 
& contain the infection, 
without losing the gains 
made so far in the fight 
against the pandemic,” the 
letter said. More than 700 
Covid cases were recorded 
in a day after a gap of over 
four months, taking the 
active caseload to 4,623, 
according to Union Health 
Ministry data updated on 

Thursday morning. The 
country had recorded 734 
cases on November 12 last 
year. “It is essential that 
the state must maintain a 
strict watch and take pre-
emptive action if required 
in any areas of concern to 
control emerging spread 
of infection,” the letter said. 
The letter advised states to 
examine the situation of 
Covid at micro level (dis-
trict and sub-districts), and 
maintain focus on imple-
mentation of necessary 

measures for prompt and 
effective management of 
Covid-19, “duly ensuring 
effective compliance with 
various advisories issued 
by this ministry”. Health 
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan 
had on Saturday as well 
written a letter to states 
and union territories flag-
ging a gradual rise in Covid 
test positivity rates in some 
states. Calling it a concern-
ing issue, he had said it 
needs to be promptly ad-
dressed. Active cases now 

comprise 0.01 per cent of 
the total infections, while 
the national Covid recovery 
rate has been recorded at 
98.80 per cent, according 
to the health ministry web-
site. The number of people 
who have recuperated 
from the disease surged to 
4,41,57,297, while the case 
fatality rate was recorded at 
1.19 per cent. 220.64 crore 
doses of Covid vaccine 
have been administered in 
the country so far under 
the nationwide.

Rahul’s 
comments 
cannot 
become 
barometer 
of success 
or failure of 
democracy: 
BJP

Delhi Mar 16: The BJP on 
Thursday slammed Rahul 
Gandhi for claiming that 
whether he is permitted to 
speak in Parliament or not 
is a test of democracy, say-
ing his comments cannot 
become the “barometer” of 
success or failure of democ-
racy. Former Union min-
ister and BJP leader Ravi 
Shankar Prasad accused 
Gandhi of making it a habit 
of seeking to derail and 
demean Indian democ-
racy from foreign soils. At a 
press conference, he noted 
that the Congress leader 
did not deny making com-
ments against the state of 
democracy in India and 
seeking the intervention of 
the US and Europe. Prasad 
said the BJP had posted 
the video of Gandhi’s com-
ments in Britain in which 
he urged foreign powers to 
take “notice” of the “falling 
standards” of democracy 
in India. The BJP will con-
tinue to campaign against 
the Congress leader, seek-
ing his apology for insult-
ing the country and its 
people, he said. The same 
democracy elected him to 
Lok Sabha from Wayanad 
and the Congress to power 
in Himachal Pradesh re-
cently, he noted, asserting 
that Gandhi begins raising 
questions on it after his 
party is defeated in elec-
tions. The Congress drew a 
blank in the recent assem-
bly polls in three northeast-
ern states, he noted. People 
do not vote Gandhi or his 
party .

BS Yediyurappa Surrounded By BJP Workers, 
Forced To Cancel Poll Campaign

Bengaluru: Mar 16 Former 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
BS Yediurappa was forced 
to cancel a BJP election 
campaign today after be-
ing gheraoed by party 
workers in Chikkamagalu-
ru district. The showdown 
started after BJP’s national 
general secretary CT Ravi 
dismissed Mr Yediyurap-
pa’s declaration that his 
son BY Vijayendra would 
contest from the family 
stronghold Shikaripura in 
the upcoming elections. 
Dramatic scenes unfolded 
at Mudigere constituency 
in Chikkamagaluru district 

when Mr Yediyurappa ar-
rived to lead the BJP’s Vijay 
Sankalpa Yatra. Party work-
ers and supporters of CT 
Ravi gheraoed the Lingayat 
strongman’s car, demand-
ing that an assembly ticket 
not be given to MLA MP 
Kumaraswamy, who is eye-
ing another term from the 
Mudigere constituency. Mr 
Yediyurappa, visibly upset, 
was forced to cancel the 
road show. Visuals from the 
spot showed him leaving 
the location without partic-
ipating in the yatra and CT 
Ravi walking with his sup-
porters on the other side.

Test of Indian democracy
Rahul on whether he will be allowed to respond to allegations in Parliament

Delhi Mar 16: Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi on 
Thursday alleged the whole 
“tamasha” around his re-
marks in the UK has been 
created by the government 
to divert attention from the 
Adani issue and asserted it 
is a “test of Indian democra-
cy” as to whether he would 
be allowed to respond to 
the allegations by the BJP 
in Parliament. Addressing 
a press conference at the 
AICC headquarters here, 
Gandhi said the question 
before the country is that 
whether after four BJP 
leaders have made allega-
tions about a member of 

Parliament, that person 
would be given the same 
space as them or he be “go-
ing to be told to shut up”. 
In an apparent reference 
to the controversy over his 
remarks in the UK, Gan-
dhi said this whole thing 
is about distraction, and 

claimed that the govern-
ment and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi are “scared” 
over the Adani issue and 
that is why they have “pre-
pared this whole tamasha”. 
Gandhi on Thursday ar-
rived in Parliament House 
after his return from abroad 
and met Speaker Om Birla 
urging him to allow him to 
speak in Lok Sabha. “I went 
to Parliament this morning 
with the idea of putting 
(forward) what I have said 
or what I feel on the floor 
of the House. Four minis-
ters have raised allegations 
against me in Parliament 
House, it is my right to be 

allowed to speak on the 
floor of the House,” the for-
mer Congress chief said. “I 
told him (the Speaker) that 
people from the BJP have 
made allegations against 
me and as a member of 
Parliament, it is my right 
to speak,” he said. Gandhi 
said Birla was “non-com-
mittal” and just smiled. The 
Congress leader said he is 
hopeful though not very 
sure that he would be al-
lowed to speak in Parlia-
ment on Friday. Gandhi said 
he had asked some funda-
mental questions about 
the relationship between 
Modi and Adani Group 

chairperson Gautam Adani. 
The whole idea is that all 
those questions must not 
be on the table and that is 
why this whole exercise of 
four-five ministers and the 
prime minister speaking, 
he claimed. “More impor-
tantly whose money is in 
these shell companies, who 
is this unknown person 
whose money is in these 
shell companies,” Gandhi 
asked. “As an MP I would 
like to first place my state-
ment on the floor of the 
House and then after that I 
would be happy to have a 
discussion with you all,” he 
told reporters.

Jairam Ramesh Corrects Rahul Gandhi’s
Unfortunate’ Presser Gaffe; BJP Takes Swipe At Congress MP

Delhi Mar 16: Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi today 
launched a fierce attack on 
the BJP and Prime Minister 
Modi after he could not 
speak in the Lok Sabha. 
Addressing a press con-
ference, the Wayanad MP 

said the BJP and PM Modi 
are afraid of Adani row and 
thus he was not allowed 
to speak in Parliament. He 
alleged that the drama 
around his remarks in the 
UK has been created by 
the government to divert 
attention from the Adani 
issue and asserted it is a 
“test of Indian democracy” 
as to whether he would be 
allowed to respond to the 
allegations by the BJP in 
Parliament. However, the 
presser gave the BJP fresh 

ammunition against Rahul 
Gandhi after the Congress 
general secretary Jairam 
Ramesh was caught on 
camera correcting a gaffe 
made by the former party 
president. Addressing the 
media, Rahul Gandhi said, 
“Unfortunately I am a Mem-
ber of Parliament and I am 
hopeful I will be allowed 
to speak in Parliament.” To 
this, Ramesh intervened 
and asked Rahul Gandhi to 
correct his statement. “Un-
fortunately I am a Member 

of Parliament...They can 
make a joke on it saying it’s 
unfortunate for you,” said 
Ramesh while advising Ra-
hul Gandhi to correct his 
statement. After this, Ra-
hul Gandhi said, “I want to 
make it clear. Unfortunately 
for you, I am a Member of 
Parliament and as the al-
legation has been made in 
Parliament...” The BJP was 
quick enough to grab the 
opportunity and take a 
swipe at the Congress lead-
er. “Well Jairam .

Rahul Gandhi must first publicly 
demonstrate his apology: BJP

Delhi Mar 16: The BJP on 
Thursday insisted on an 
apology from Rahul Gan-
dhi and asked him to “first 
demonstrate” his regret as 
the Congress leader met 
Lok Sabha Speaker Om 

Birla seeking permission to 
speak in the House amid an 
impasse in Parliament over 
his comments in Britain 
on the state of democracy 
in India. Union ministers 
Piyush Goyal and Pralhad 
Joshi told reporters after 
another day of washout 
during the ongoing bud-
get session that not only 
MPs but the entire country 
is angry over his comments 
which gravely insulted not 
just Parliament but the en-
tire nation. He has levelled 
“absolutely baseless and 

Mumbai cops detain 2 for trying to ‘bribe 
& blackmail’ Fadnavis’ wife

MUMBAI Mar 16:   Maha-
rashtra Deputy Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis 
has claimed a political plot 
to frame him a day after 
his banker-singer wife Am-
ruta Fadnavis, lodged a 
police complaint accusing 
a father-daughter duo of 
bribe-blackmail, here on 
Thursday. Moving swiftly, 
the Malabar Hill Police Sta-
tion detained the two per-

sons -- a bookie, Anil Jais-
inghani, and his daughter 
Aniksha, a professional de-
signer -- from Ulhasnagar 
in Thane district. They have 
been booked under IPC 
Section 120(B), and Pre-
vention of Corruption Act 
Section 8 and 12, and fur-
ther investigations are on. 
Fadnavis said that his wife 
Amruta came in touch with 
Aniksha for nearly one-
and-half years. She (Anik-
sha) had visited the Fadna-
vis home and had tried to 
give a bribe of Rs One Crore 
and when they did not fall 
for it, resorted to threats 
and blackmail. Anishka had 
given Amruta some design-
er clothes and jewellery to 
be promoted at her social.

SC reserves verdict on batch of 
pleas on Maharashtra political row

MUMBAI Mar 16: The Su-
preme Court on Thursday 
reserved its verdict on a 
batch of cross-petitions of 
Uddhav Thackeray and CM 
Eknath Shinde factions per-
taining to the Maharashtra 
political crisis. A five-judge 
Constitution bench headed 
by Chief Justice DY Chand-

rachud reserved its verdict 
after hearing arguments 
advanced on behalf of both 
Uddhav and Eknath fac-
tions and the office of the 
governor. The bench, com-
prising Justices MR Shah, 
Krishna Murari, Hima Kohli 
and PS Narasimha conclud-
ed the hearing.

Govt yet to receive 
recommendations 
by HC collegiums 
for 216 vacancies 
of judges
Delhi Mar 16: Against 334 
vacancies in various high 
courts, 118 recommenda-
tions made by HC collegi-
ums are at various stages of 
processing, while the gov-
ernment is yet to receive 
recommendations for 216 
vacancies of judges, the Ra-
jya Sabha was informed on 
Thursday. In a written reply, 
Law Minister Kiren Rijiju 
said as on March 10, there 
was no vacancy.
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BRS leader Kavitha skips ED 
summons in Delhi Excise Policy case

New Delhi: Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi (BRS) MLC 
K Kavitha on Thursday 
skipped the summons by 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) in connection 
with a money laundering 
case related to Delhi Ex-
cise Policy case. The BRS 
leader had approached 
the Supreme Court for an 
urgent hearing claiming 
that as a woman, she can-
not be summoned to the 
ED office, and the probe 
agency’s representatives 
must visit her instead 
On Wednesday the Su-
preme Court had agreed 
to hear her plea challeng-

ing the ED summons on 
March 24 but refused to 
grant her interim relief. 
Kavitha did not appear 
for the third round of ED 
questioning conveying 
to the probe agency that 
the matter is still pend-
ing before the apex court. 
According to the sources, 
Kavitha has sent the nec-
essary documents sought 
by the probe agency 
through her legal repre-
sentative. The ED had 
asked the BRS MLC to 
appear before it today. 
Heavry security was de-
ployed outside the Delhi 
residence of the Kavitha 

ahead of her question-
ing by ED. The court has 
agreed to hear her petition 
on March 24, in the Delhi 
excise policy case. Ka-
vitha, who is the daugh-
ter of Telangana Chief 
Minister K Chandrashek-
har Rao, approached the 
Supreme court saying as 
per norms a woman can-
not be summoned for 
questioning before ED in 
office and her question-
ing should take place at 
her residence. The ad-
vocate for Kavitha said 
that a woman is now be-
ing summoned by ED for 
questioning and that it is 

“completely against the 
law”. Kavitha’s lawyer 
mentioned the plea be-
fore a bench headed by 
Chief Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud and sought 
an urgent hearing on 
her petitions. The court 
agreed to list it on March 
24. The court asked the 
lawyer what was the ur-
gency in the matter and 
the lawyer replied that 
Kavitha has been asked 
to appear before ED to-
morrow. In a petition 
filed through advocate 
Vandana Sehgal, Kavitha 
has urged the top court to 
quash the ED summons 
dated March 7 and 11 
stating that asking her to 
appear before the agency 
office instead of her resi-
dence is contrary to the 
settled tenets of criminal 
jurisprudence and thus, 
wholly unsustainable in 
law being violative of 
the Proviso to Section 
160 of the CrPC. She has 
also sought that all pro-
cedures carried out by 
ED, including those in 
relation to the recording 
of statements be audio or 
videographed in the pres-
ence of her lawyer.

Restore Names of 35,000 Secunderabad 
Cantonment Board Electors: KTR’s Appeal

Hyderabad: Minister KT 
Rama Rao wrote a letter 
to Union Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh seek-
ing immediate interven-
tion of the Government 
of India in restoring the 
names of 35,000 elec-
tors who were deleted 
from eight wards of the 
Secunderabad Canton-
ment Board (SCB) and 
help them participate 
in the democratic exer-
cise of voting. Elections 
for the board members 
will be held on April 30, 
2023. Stating that SCB 
has deleted about 35,000 
electors’ names from the 
voters’ list on the ground 
that the said persons al-
legedly encroached on 
the defence land, KTR 
said that it is a complete-
ly illegal and unconstitu-
tional act as none of the 
electors whose names 
were deleted from the 
electors’ list were given 
any show cause notice 
before the deleting their 
names from the list. 
Powered by “These elec-
tors and their families 
have been residing in 
Secunderabad Canton-
ment Board limits over 

the past 75 years. Such 
incidents are intimidating 
these electors as such an 
act is indirectly or direct-
ly posing a threat to their 
identity, while they are 
very much the citizens 
of India who are resid-
ing in Telangana State,” 
said KTR. The Minister 
said that like every other 
responsible citizen of the 
country, the voters from 
SCB have showcased ut-
most sincerity in execut-

ing all their duties which 
includes payment of elec-
tricity and water bills. 
He said that these elec-
tors have been exercis-
ing their right to vote in 
various elections, which 
include SCB elections, 
Assembly elections, and 
also Parliamentary elec-
tions. KTR said that the 
relevant law relating to 
the preparation of the 
voter list for a Canton-
ment is contained in Sec-

tions 27 and 28 of the 
Cantonment Act. Stating 
that he firmly believes 
that none of the electors 
breached these sections 
but are unfortunately be-
ing penalised by the SCB 
by removing their names 
from the voters’ list arbi-
trarily, he said that so far, 
no court in the country 
gave a judgement that 
declares any of these 
individuals to be a non-
resident of the SCB. 

BJP’s BL Santosh Shown As ‘Wanted Criminal’ As 
Poster War Erupts In Hyderabad

TSPSC cancels Assistant Engineer 
recruitment exam after question paper leak

Hyderabad: The Telan-
gana State Public Service 
Commission (TSPSC) 
has cancelled the exami-
nation held on March 5 
for the recruitment of as-
sistant engineers, munic-
ipal assistant engineers, 
technical officers and ju-

nior technical officers in 
various engineering de-
partments. In a statement 
here on Wednesday, the 
TSPSC said the Commis-
sion, after careful exami-
nation of the First Infor-
mation Report registered 
by the Central Crime 

Station, Hyderabad with 
regard to leakage of the 
question papers of the 
exam, had decided to 
cancel the exam held on 
March 5. A fresh date for 
conducting the examina-
tion would be announced 
later, it said. The TSPSC 
had issued a notification 
on September 12 last year 
for 837 vacancies includ-
ing posts of assistant en-
gineers, municipal assis-
tant engineers, technical 
officers and junior tech-
nical officers in various 
engineering departments. 
In response to the notifi-
cation, 74,478 candidates 
applied, of whom 68,257 
downloaded the hall tick-
ets and 54,917 appeared 
for the examination, 
which was conducted in 
162 centres in seven dis-
tricts in the State.

Derogatory Remarks Against Kavitha: Bandi 
Sanjay to Appear Before Telangana State 

Women’s Commission on Mar 18
Hyderabad: The Telan-
gana BJP chief Bandi 
Sanjay will appear be-
fore State Women’s 
Commission on March 
18 in connection with his 
‘derogatory remark’ on 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) MLC K Kavitha, 
The Karimnagar MP 
had sought time after the 
Women’s Commission 
had issued summons to 
the BJP leader asking 
him to appear before it on 
March 15. Bandi Sanjay 
requested the Commis-
sion to allow him to ap-
pear on March 18 citing 
the ongoing Budget ses-
sion of Parliament. Pow-
ered by “I would like to 
inform you that since the 
Parliament is in session, 
as an elected Member 
of Parliament, my pres-
ence is required during 
the Budget Session of the 
Parliament in New Delhi. 
Hence, it will not be pos-

sible for me to attend be-
fore the Commission on 
a given date and time,” 
the BJP leader said. He 
also sought permission to 
join the inquiry on March 
18. The BJP leader had 
maintained that he did 
not use any derogatory 
word against the ruling 
party leader and said it is 
a common phrase used in 

the local dialect of Telan-
gana. The State Women’s 
Commission accepted 
Bandi Sanjay’s request 
and allowed him to ap-
pear before it on March 
18 at 11 am and also 
warned him of action 
against him if he failed to 
appear on that date. The 
BRS legislator Danam 
Nagendar had criticised 

the alleged remarks of 
the state BJP chief who 
had commented that if 
Kavitha is not arrested, 
would she be kissed 
while referring to her on-
going questioning by the 
Enforcement Directorate 
officials in a case related 
to the now scrapped Del-
hi liquor policy.

New Delhi: The poster 
war between Telangana 
CM K Chandrashekar 
Rao’s party and the BJP 
has increased ahead of 
BRS MLC K Kavitha’s 
ED interrogation for the 
second time. Posters 
with the word ‘wanted’ 
written above the image 
of BJP national general 
secretary BL Santosh ap-
peared in two locations 
in Hyderabad. According 
to the poster, Santhosh is 
‘talented in MLA poach-
ing,’ Individuals who 
provide him with infor-
mation will receive a 
sanction of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s 
offer of Rs 15,00,000’ as 
a reward. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Learn DSA Inter-
view Questions - Free 
Live Masterclass. Scaler 

Academy Add a ‘Dr.’ to 
your name Golden Gate 
University The use of 
posters to criticize the 
Centre for alleged misuse 
of central agencies began 
after the ED questioned 
Kavitha about the Delhi 
liquor policy case. To-
gether with the BRS, the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
joined in the poster war. 
The BRS welcomed 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah’s arrival to 
Hyderabad to attend the 
CISF Rising Day ever 
with a quip. A poster was 
displayed portraying a 
couple of BJP politicians 
who joined the party 
from other parties and 
are accused of being in-
volved in various scams. 
The BRS compared BJP 
to the Nirma detergent 
powder brand. Posters 

referring to ‘raid deter-
gents’ were also seen in 
Hyderabad, featuring 
Union minister Jyotira-
ditya Scindia and Assam 
chief minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, both of 
whom were accused of 
corruption and switched 
from the Congress to 
the BJP. The poster de-
picted the leaders’ dirty 
white T-shirts being col-
ored saffron after being 
washed with detergent.
In connection with the 
central agency’s inves-
tigation into the Delhi 
Excise Policy scandal, 
BRS MLC K. Kavitha 
is set to appear before 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) on Thursday 
(March 16). This will be 
her second appearance 
before the ED, follow-
ing her questioning on 

March 11.
Include Hyderabad in 
proposed Defence Indus-
trial Production corridor 
• Support for Kakatiya 
Mega Textile Park; There 
is provision for Rs 500 
crore as capital; Allot 
Rs 300 crore in budget 
• Sanction a Mega Pow-
erloom Cluster including 
Textile Park, Weaving 
Park and Apparel Park in 
Sircilla under the Com-
prehensive Powerloom 

Cluster Development 
Scheme • Upgradation 
of powerlooms under 
the IN-SITU Scheme • 
Sanction Block Level 
Handloom Clusters un-
der NHDP • Establish 
Indian Institute of Hand-
loom Technology (IIHT) 
• Exempt Handlooms 
Sector from GST • Na-
tional Aviation Universi-
ty campus in Hyderabad 
• Revive ITIR project or 
sanction.

Khammam-Vijayawada greenfield 
highway work to begin soon: Nitin Gadkari

Hyderabad: Union Road 
Transport and Highways 
Minister Nitin Gadkari 
has said that a four-lane 
access-controlled green-
field highway would 
be developed between 
Khammam-Vijayawada 
on NH-163G at a cost 
of Rs. 983.90 crore. He 
said the project would 
be undertaken as part of 

the first package between 
V Venkatayapalem and 
Brahmanapalli villages 
as part of the 405 km 
Nagpur – Vijayawada 
Economic Corridor. He 
said that Rs. 983.90 crore 
have been sanctioned 
for the 29.92 km four 
lane construction which 
would be undertaken in 
hybrid annuity mode. “In 

Telangana, we are devel-
oping a 4-Lane Access-
Controlled Greenfield 
Highway section on 
NH-163G (Khammam-
Vijayawada) from V 
Venkatayapalem village 
to Brahmanapalli(K) 
village under the Eco-
nomic Corridor (NH-O) 
program…” Gadkari 
tweeted. The Union Min-

ister also said the project 
would significantly re-
duce vehicle maintenance 
cost and travel time. He 
revealed that the objec-
tive of the project was 
to increase the road fa-
cilities between Maha-
rashtra, Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh and 
connect the ports in the 
South with the rest of the 
country. Construction of 
this greenfield corridor 
will be carried out un-
der the Bharatmala Pari-
yojana Phase-I program 
with a primary goal to 
improve the efficiency 
of freight movement and 
boost exports via port 
connectivity. This road is 
going to be 60 km in the 
erstwhile Khammam dis-
trict and 30 km in Andhra 
Pradesh. Once the project 
is completed, Khammam 
could be reached from 
Vijayawada in just 60 to 
70 minutes. Land acqui-
sition has already.
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TNGO’s Celebrates 55th Grand Birthday 
Celebration’s of Excise Minister : 

Indian Horizon Bu-
reau Chief M.A.Samad 
: Hyderabad March 16 
; Under the leadership 
of TNGO’s Union, Hy-
derabad District Presi-
dent Dr.S.M. Hussaini 
(Mujeeb) celebrated 55th 
birthday celebrations of 
Telangana State Excise 
Minister Dr. V. Srinivas 
Goud at MNJ Cancer 
Hospital. Distribution 
with hygienic food to 
2000 people & cake cut-
ting in the hospital prem-
ises.  Later cake cutting 
done with 50 children 
studying in Don Bos-
co Orphanage School. 
Later chadar offering at 
Nampally Hazrat Yusuf 
Baba Dargah and offer-
ing special pooja at Ban-
gara Maisamma Temple 
of Public Gardens and 
many programs specially 
on the occasion sincere-
ly prayed God to bless 
with wealth and long 
life, and in the days to 
come may take up many 
more important posi-
tions in Telangana state 

and also put more efforts 
in making golden Telan-
gana. District members 
K. R. Raj Kumar, Kur-

radi Srinivas, Khaleed 
Ahmed, B. Shankar, 
Vaidik Shastra, Muqeem 
Qureshi, Shiva Kumar, 

M.A. Mujeeb, APRO 
Md. Waheed, Moham-
mad Mustafa and Osman 
Ali Osmani participated 

Dindigul: A massive fire 
has erupted in the for-
est area near Kodaikanal 
hills of Dindigul district 
in Tamil Nadu, officials 
said today. Forest de-
partment officials said 
that they are working on 
controlling the forest fire. 
A video of the forest fire 
incident was also shared 
on social media. More 
details about the incident 
are awaited. This forest 
fire comes days after a 
massive forest fire broke 
out in the Mhadei Wild-
life Sanctuary in Goa. 
The Indian Airforce took 
up all required initiatives 
to tackle the forest fire 
and deployed helicopters 
to dispense water over 
the affected areas. Indian 
Air Force’s Mi-17 he-
licopter dispensed over 
25,000 litres of water 
over forest fire-affected 
areas in Goa on March 
11, the IAF said. Accord-
ing to information, 48 fire 
spots were detected from 
March 5 till Saturday. 4 
Arrested For Assaulting 

Migrant Workers In Tam-
il Nadu: Cops 4 Arrested 
For Assaulting Migrant 
Workers In Tamil Nadu: 
Cops Air Force De-
ploys Mi-17 Helicopter 
To Fight Forest Fires In 
Goa Air Force Deploys 
Mi-17 Helicopter To 
Fight Forest Fires In Goa 
Goa Wildlife Sanctuary 
Fire “Man-Made”, Says 
State Forest Minister 
Goa Wildlife Sanctuary 
Fire “Man-Made”, Says 
State Forest Minister Of 
which, 41 fires have al-
ready been doused, while 
seven were reported to 
be active as on March 

12. Further, as per the 
officials, the Indian Air 
Force is coordinating 
with the Indian Navy 
and the civil administra-
tion in combating forest 
fires in the affected areas 
of the coastal state. With 
forest fires continuing to 
rage in Goa, the Union 
environment ministry 
on Saturday established 
a 24x7 control room to 
monitor real-time alerts 
generated by the Forest 
Survey of India (FSI). 
Earlier Goa Forest Min-
ister Vishwajit Rane on 
Wednesday, informed 
that a detailed inquiry 

has been ordered into the 
Mhadei Wildlife Sanctu-
ary fire. The inquiry was 
ordered after a discus-
sion with Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant. The en-
vironment ministry also 
said that no major dam-
age to flora and fauna has 
been observed till now 
and the impacted areas 
have been divided into 
sectors and duties have 
been assigned to DCF 
and ACF level officers to 
immediately attend to the 
fires, for intensive man-
agement of forest fires in 
close coordination with 
line departments.

“No One Had Serious Health Problems”: 
Kerala Chief Minister On Kochi Plant Fire

Thiruvananthapuram: 
Kerala Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan on 
Wednesday said that no 
serious health problems 
were caused due to the 
Brahmapuram fire that 
broke out in Kochi on 
March 2. Mr Vijayan, 
who had come under 
scrutiny for not address-
ing the Brahmapuram 
crisis told the state Leg-
islative Assembly that 
according to available 
figures, 1,335 people 
sought medical help in 
government and private 
hospitals including 128 
children below 10 years 
of age and 262 above 60 
years of age. “21 people 
required hospitalization. 
No one had serious health 

problems,” CM said. His 
response was read out in 
the Assembly under rule 
300 of the procedure and 
conduct in the Assembly. 
He further said that the 
state government had de-
clared vigilance inquiry 
will be conducted into 
all the proceedings of 
the plant right from its 
inception. “Apart from 
this a special investiga-
tion team will be formed 
to investigate the crime 
case registered related to 
Brahmapuram,” Kerala 
CM also said. As per the 
CM, the government will 
roll out an action plan 
for evolving an effec-
tive waste management 
mechanism across the 
State on a war footing. 

“An expert committee, 
including technical ex-
perts, will be appointed 
to submit recommenda-
tions on all relevant mat-
ters including the causes 
that led to the fire at 
Brahmapuram, to make 
the waste management 
scheme operational and 
avoid such accidents in 
future,” he stated. He fur-
ther said that police spe-
cial investigation team 
will investigate the crime 
case registered related to 
Brahmapuram fire and 
a vigilance inquiry will 
be conducted into all the 
proceedings of the plant 
right from its inception. 
“The terms of reference 
for the enquiry include- 
What were the causes 

that led to the fire? What 
steps should be taken 
to prevent future fires? 
How suitable is the cur-
rent site as a solid waste 
treatment-waste disposal 
facility? To what extent 
have the observations 
and recommendations 
made by the State Pol-
lution Control Board 
been followed? Who is 
responsible for failure 
to implement the recom-
mendations? Were there 
flaws in the agreement 
entered into to implement 
windrow composting?” 
Mr Vijayan also told the 
House. A government 
empowered committee 
under section 24(l) of the 
Disaster Management 
Act to ensure flawless 

waste management and 
timely implementation 
of comprehensive action 
program prepared for the 
same and removal of bot-
tlenecks. He further add-
ed that the activities in 
Kochi will be evaluated 
daily by the Additional 
Chief Secretary of the 
Local Self-Government 
Department. “Apart from 
this, the Ministers of Lo-
cal Self-Government and 
Industries will conduct a 
review every week. The 
fire was completely ex-
tinguished by March 13. 
Due to the possibility of 
recurrence of small fires, 
precautions are still be-
ing taken,” he added. He 
also said that the health 
department.

Half-Day Classes For Telangana 
Schools From Today Amid Rise In 

Temperatures
Hyderabad: The Telan-
gana government has 
announced to implement 
half-day classes across 
the state from Wednes-
day in the wake of the 
state experiencing rising 
temperatures. “All the 
Regional Joint Direc-
tors of School Education 
and District Educational 
Officers in the state are 
hereby informed that the 
half days will commence 
from March 15 untill the 
last working day which 
is April 24, 2023,” an of-
ficial notification from 
the Director of School 
Education said on Mon-
day. The official notifi-
cation further stated that 
Primary, Upper Primary 
and High Schools under 

Government Govern-
ment aided and Private 
management shall func-
tion as half-day schools 
from 8:00 AM to 12:30 
PM. Mid-day meals shall 
be provided at 12:30 
PM. However, the spe-
cial classes for preparing 
Class X students for the 
SSC Public Examina-
tion shall continue. The 
schools which have SSC 
Examination Centres will 
function from 1.00 PM to 
5.00 PM. Watch: Invited 
Late, KCR Party’s MLA 
Loses Temper, Grabs Of-
ficial’s Collar Watch: In-
vited Late, KCR Party’s 
MLA Loses Temper, 
Grabs Official’s Col-
lar “Sexually Harassed 
In Hostel”: Telangana 

College Student Alleges 
Violent Ragging “Sexu-
ally Harassed In Hos-
tel”: Telangana College 
Student Alleges Violent 
Ragging 50 Telangana 
Students Fall Sick Due 
To Food Poisoning At 
Government School 50 
Telangana Students Fall 
Sick Due To Food Poi-
soning At Government 
School In 2022, Telan-
gana government also an-
nounced the commence-
ment of half-day schools 
from 15th March till the 
last working day of the 
academic year 2021-22 
as the state experienced 
rising temperatures. 
2021-22 as the state ex-
perienced rising tempera-
tures.

Opposition Protest In Kerala 
Assembly Against Speaker

Thiruvananthapuram: 
Kerala Speaker A N 
Shamseer’s office in the 
Assembly complex to-
day witnessed an un-
precedented protest by 
opposition Congress-
UDF members accusing 
him of being biased in 
the House. The opposi-
tion legislators have been 
protesting for some days 
against the Speaker’s 
decision denying them a 
nod to present notice for 
their adjournment motion 
continuously on vari-
ous pressing issues. Pro-
tests erupted early in the 

House when Mr Sham-
seer announced that their 
notice for adjournment 
motion on women’s se-
curity could not be taken 
up. Raising slogans and 
holding a banner saying 
‘Speaker should show 
justice’, they later walked 
out of the House and 
marched to the Speaker’s 
office in the same com-
plex. Tension prevailed 
in front of the office as 
Watch and Ward person-
nel blocked their way and 
some of the UDF MLAs 
tried to move forward 
with force. Video: Kerala 

MLAs Forcibly Lifted, 
Removed To Break Up 
Assembly Protest Vid-
eo: Kerala MLAs Forc-
ibly Lifted, Removed 
To Break Up Assembly 
Protest Chaos In Ker-
ala Assembly As MLA 
Reads Out Probe Report 
Naming Chief Minister 
Chaos In Kerala Assem-
bly As MLA Reads Out 
Probe Report Naming 
Chief Minister “Afraid 
Of Whom?”: Kerala Con-
gress Leader On Chief 
Minister’s “40-Vehicle 
Convoy” “Afraid Of 
Whom.

SC to hear K Kavitha’s plea against ED 
summons on March 24

NEW DELHI: In a ma-
jor setback, BRS MLC 
and Chief Minister 
K.Chandrashekar Rao’s 
daughter Kalvakuntla 
Kavitha who filed a pe-
tition in the Supreme 
Court on Wednesday 
challenging the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
summons in the Delhi 
liquor policy case, was 
denied an urgent hearing 
on her appeal to stay the 
summons issued by the 
ED. The Supreme Court 
refused to grant an in-
terim stay from attending 

the inquiry by the ED in 
the Delhi liquor scam. 
Following this decision, 
Kavitha is required to ap-
pear before the ED inqui-
ry on March 16. While 
refusing an immediate 
hearing, the Supreme 
Court bench headed by 
Chief Justice D.Y. Chan-
drachud agreed to hear 
her petition on March 24 
with regard to summons 
issued by the ED under 
the PMLA (money laun-
dering case) in the Delhi 
liquor scam. The ED has 
summoned Kavitha to 

appear before it on March 
16. The ED first ques-
tioned her for nine hours 
on March 11 at its Delhi 
headquarters. Kavitha’s 
counsel argued that she 
was not mentioned in the 
first information report 
(FIR) and petitioned that 
no woman, physically 
challenged person, or 
person under the age of 
15 should be required to 
attend as a witness any-
where other than where 
they reside. She claimed 
that she was questioned 
by the ED till 8.30 p.m. 

on her last appearance on 
March 12, in violation 
of the law. She asked the 
court to order the ED to 
question her at her resi-
dence in Hyderabad or 
via video conference. In 
her plea, Kavitha main-
tained that the ED had 
adopted coercive tactics 
by claiming that the cen-
tral investigating agency 
had coerced her to sur-
render her phone and that 
she was interrogated after 
sunset at the ED office in 
Delhi, despite the fact 
that the statutes say that 

a woman cannot be ques-
tioned anywhere other 
than her home. Further, 
she said that ED officers 
pressured and threatened 
people arrested in the 
Delhi liquor scam case 
to make false testimo-
nies against her. “This is 
evident from their treat-
ment of another witness, 
E. Chandan Reddy, who 
was ruthlessly manhan-
dled by personnel of the 
Enforcement Directorate 
and has suffered signifi-
cant hearing loss as a re-
sult.

DMK MP’s House, Car Vandalised By Tamil Nadu 
Minister’s Supporters

Tiruchirappalli: DMK 
Rajya Sabha MP Tiru-
chi Siva’s house and car 
were allegedly vandal-
ised by supporters of 
Tamil Nadu minister KN 
Nehru on Wednesday. 
According to officials, 
the DMK MP was not 
invited to an official state 
government function and 
neither was his name 
mentioned in the pro-
gramme held in Tiruchi-

rappalli on Wednesday. 
Tiruchi Siva supporters 
were upset at his name 
not being mentioned at 
the event and he was not 
invited to the said event. 
Siva supporters allegedly 
also showed black flags 
to minister KN Nehru. 
In retaliation, supporters 
of Mr Nehru allegedly 
vandalised Tiruchi Siva’s 
house and car. Trichy 
Deputy Commissioner 

of Police (DCP) Sridevi 
said, “This morning, 
DMK Rajya Sabha MP 
Tiruchi Siva’s house and 
car were vandalised by a 
group of people. We have 
launched a probe on the 
basis of the CCTV foot-
age.” “No one was inside 
Trichy Shiva’s residence 
when the incident took 
place. Though there is 
no official complaint on 
this, Trichy Police is in-

vestigating this matter,” 
the officer said. While 
Mr Nehru left after the 
event, it was alleged 
that his supporters broke 
into Tiruchi Siva’s resi-
dence and vandalised the 
property.n excreta in wa-
ter tanks. Tiruchi Siva’s 
residence and vandalised 
the property.n excreta in 
water tanks.

President’s six-day visit to Kerala, TN, 
Lakshadweep begins today

Kochi: President Drou-
padi Murmu will arrive 
here on Thursday as part 
of her six-day visit to 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and 
Lakshadweep. Murmu 
will visit INS Vikrant, 
the country’s first indig-
enously built aircraft car-
rier, when she arrives in 
Kochi in the afternoon. 
Later, she will present the 
President’s Colour to INS 
Dronacharya, the Gun-

nery School of the Indian 
Navy here, officials said. 
On Friday, the President 

will visit spiritual guru 
Mata Amritanandamayi’s 
Math in Kollam. On the 

same day, she will at-
tend a civic reception to 
be hosted in her honour 
in Thiruvananthapuram. 
She will also dedicate to 
the nation the Technical 
Books of Diploma and 
Engineering that have 
been translated into Ma-
layalam by Digital Uni-
versity Kerala (DUK) in 
a function being organ-
ised at Kowdiar. She will 
leave for Kanyakumari.

Massive Forest Fire In Tamil Nadu’s 
Kodaikanal Hills
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Traffic Jams In Delhi Continue To Trouble 
Commuters For Third Day

New Delhi: Traffic 
snarls continued to trou-
ble commuters for the 
third consecutive day on 
Wednesday following 
the closure of a couple 
of key stretches in Delhi 
for repair and construc-
tion work. The Chirag 
Delhi flyover was closed 
from Sunday for 50 days, 
while the a section of the 
Delhi-Jaipur Highway 
(NH-48) between Rang-

puri and Rajokari was 
closed from Tuesday for 
90 days. Keshav Kumar, 
a trader, said, “The situ-
ation in south and south-
east Delhi area are the 
same. I came from Noida 
and thought that Ashram 
flyover will give relief, 
but had no idea about the 
bumper-to-bumper traffic 
in Chirag Delhi. Now, I 
have to go to Gurugram 
and planning to take the 

metro due to the traffic 
situation.” Vrinda Bha-
tia, who works in central 
Delhi, said she reached 
home on Tuesday after 
spending two hours on 
choked roads. “I work 
in central Delhi and put 
up from Gurugram. On 
Tuesday, the traffic situ-
ation was smooth in the 
morning when I was 
going to work. “How-
ever, when I was return-

ing home, it seemed like 
the whole of Delhi has 
choked. It took me two-
and-half-hours to reach 
Gurugram. Today, I took 
a metro to the office and 
thinking to continue this 
till the stretch reopens,” 
Bhatia said. Several other 
commuters also shared 
updates of the traffic situ-
ation on Twitter. One of 
them said he has been 
stuck for 35 minutes and 
moved only 150 metres 
at Chirag Delhi. Others 
said there was a massive 
jam at Ashram and also 
heavy traffic between 
Kapashera to Rajokari. 
The commuters also took 
alternate routes to reach 
their destinations. “We 
were getting regular up-
dates about the closure 
of the Chirag Delhi fly-
over and the portion on 
NH-18 through news 
and social media. “Since 
Monday, I am taking the 
Bijwasan route to go to 
Gurugram. Though there 

is more traffic then usual, 
but the stretch is more 
convenient then the main 
NH-48,” Ankit Upadhy-
aya, an MNC employee, 
stated. The traffic was 
also affected in west 
Delhi due to construc-
tion work, with traffic 
police asking people to 
avoid the stretch. “Move-
ment of traffic is slow 
from Raja Garden to-
wards Britannia Chowk 
due to construction work 
of Punjabi Bagh flyover. 
There is delay of 10-
15 min to commute this 
stretch. Kindly avoid 
the stretch,”, Delhi Traf-
fic Police tweeted. On 
Tuesday, PWD Minister 
Atishi directed officials 
to complete the mainte-
nance work of the Chi-
rag Delhi flyover within 
a month as against 50 
days. The minister held a 
meeting with senior offi-
cials of the public works 
department (PWD) to re-
solve the issue.

Delhi’s Current Liquor Policy Gets 
6-Month Extension. 5 Dry Days Listed

New Delhi: The Delhi 
government today ex-
tended the old excise 
policy by six months. 
Government officials 
have been instructed to 
prepare a new policy 
soon. There will be five 
dry days in these six 
months - Mahavir Jayan-
ti, Good Friday, Buddha 
Purnima, Eid-ul-Fitr and 
Eid-ul-Zuha. The Delhi 
government scrapped its 
2021-22 Excise Policy 
on August 31 last year 
following allegations of 
irregularities and favou-
ritism in granting liquor 
licences to private shop 
owners. Delhi Lieuten-
ant Governor called for a 
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) probe into 
the alleged irregularities 
in the policy, leading to 
the recent arrest of for-
mer Delhi Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Siso-
dia. Under the 2021-22 
liquor policy, licences of 
849 liquor vends were 
issued through open bid-
ding to private firms. 
Delhi was divided into 

32 zones with each zone 
hosting a maximum of 
27 vends. Bidding was 
done zone-wise with 
each bider allowed to bid 
for a maximum of two 
zones. Earlier, four gov-
ernment corporations ran 
475 liquor stores out of a 
total of 864 stores in the 
city. Both the Congress 
and the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) opposed th 
new policy on “moral” 
and “ethical” grounds. 
The policy was later 

scrapped and following 
Mr Sisodia’s arrest, the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) booked him under 
the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA). 
Post a comment The poli-
cy was approved by Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriw-
al-led Delhi Cabinet in 
the middle of the second 
wave of COVID-19. Mr 
Kejriwal’s government 
claimed that the policy 
was formulated to ensure 
optimum revenue

Ambedkar University To Set Up 2 New 
Campuses: Delhi Education Minister

New Delhi: The Delhi 
government is establish-
ing two new campuses of 
the Ambedkar University 
to increase the number of 
seats and has prioritised 
re-conceptua l i sa t ion 
of technical institutes, 
Education Minister Ati-
shi said on Wednesday. 
Reviewing projects for 
higher education, the 
minister instructed of-
ficials to prepare an ac-
tion plan for modernisa-
tion and expansion of all 
universities and technical 
education institutions of 
the Delhi government. 
“In Delhi, 2.5 lakh chil-
dren pass out of class 12. 
But despite having tal-
ent and ability, only one 

lakh of these children get 
admission in any univer-
sity. Taking cognisance 
of this, the Delhi govern-
ment started increasing 
the capacity of its univer-
sities,” Ms Atishi said. 
She also directed officials 
to expedite the construc-
tion work of the Rohini 
and Dheerpur campuses 
of the Ambedkar Univer-
sity and said the new cam-
puses will address all ac-
ademic needs of students. 
“The Delhi government 
is working with a vision 
of changing the country 
through education. After 
the Dheerpur and Rohini 
campuses of the univer-
sity are ready, more than 
26,000 students will be 

able to get admission 
here,” the minister said.  
Delhi’s New Education 
Minister Atishi On Her 
Department’s “Top Prior-
ity” Delhi’s New Educa-
tion Minister Atishi On 
Her Department’s “Top 
Priority” Students De-
tained At Delhi Univer-
sity After Clashes Over 
BBC Series On PM Stu-
dents Detained At Delhi 
University After Clashes 
Over BBC Series On PM 
AMU Faculty Appointed 
Vice Chancellor, Agra 
University AMU Faculty 
Appointed Vice Chancel-
lor, Agra University Both 
the campuses will have 
multi-storey academic 
blocks, convention block, 

health centre, auditori-
um, administrative block, 
library block, amphithe-
atre, guest house, sepa-
rate hostels for girls and 
boys. Residential units 
will also be constructed. 
Ms Atishi said that two 
state-of-the-art academic 
blocks will be construct-
ed in Industrial Training 
Institute (ITI) Shahdara 

for 10,000 students. The 
first phase of the proj-
ect was reviewed by the 
Delhi education minister 
on Wednesday. There are 
a total of 11,000 seats in 
the current 19 ITIs of the 
Delhi government, where 
more than 30,000 appli-
cations are received ev-
ery year, according to the 
Directorate.

Parents Filing Duplicate Applications 
For School Admissions: Delhi To Cops

New Delhi: Delhi gov-
ernment has written 
to the director of the 
Unique Identification 
Authority of India and 
the city police chief re-
garding duplicate admis-
sion applications filed by 
parents using multiple 
Aadhaar numbers for 
the same child, officials 
said on Wednesday. The 
Directorate of Educa-
tion (DoE) has mandated 
the submission of Aad-
haar cards of students to 
“avoid duplicity” of ap-
plications for admission 
under the Economically 
Weaker Section (EWS) 
category in entry-level 
classes at Delhi’s private 
schools, and 108 dupli-
cate applications were 
found, they said. Accord-

ing to the DoE, multiple 
online applications for 
the same child was filed 
by the parents to increase 
the probability of admis-
sion in the disadvantaged 
group (DG) and children 
with special needs cat-
egory. The first list of 
around 42,000 children 
from EWS and disad-
vantaged group for ad-
mission to entry-level 
classes in Delhi’s private 
schools was published on 
Tuesday. Delhi Man Hits 
Daughter-In-Law With 
Brick Because She Wants 
To Work Delhi Man Hits 
Daughter-In-Law With 
Brick Because She Wants 
To Work David Warner 
To Lead Delhi Capitals 
In IPL 2023: Report Da-
vid Warner To Lead Del-

hi Capitals In IPL 2023: 
Report PM Lauds AIIMS 
Doctors After Successful 
Heart Surgery On Baby 
Inside Womb PM Lauds 
AIIMS Doctors After 
Successful Heart Surgery 
On Baby Inside Womb 
Private schools have re-
served 25 per cent seats 
for students from the 
EWS and the disadvan-
taged group as well as for 
the differently-abled, ac-
cording to the DoE. The 
first computerised draw 
of lots of EWS, DG and 
differently-abled chil-
dren for admission to en-
try-level classes was con-
ducted on Tuesday, the 
DoE said. to entry-level 
classes was conducted on 
Tuesday, the DoE said.

On Camera, Delhi Man Hits Daughter-In-Law 
With Brick. She Wanted To Work

Delhi: A 26-year-old 
woman in Delhi was 
grievously injured after 
her father-in-law hit her 
with a brick on Tues-
day in northwest Delhi 
because she wanted to 
work, the police said. The 
video of the incident has 
gone viral on social me-
dia. Kajal wanted to work 
to support her husband 
Praveen Kumar which 
made her father-in-law 
furious, officials said, 
adding she was attacked 
by the man on Tuesday 
while she was going for a 
job interview. The video 

shows Kajal walking in 
a lane in Delhi’s Prem 
Nagar when her father-
in-law approaches with 
a brick in his hands. He 
is seen confronting the 
woman and when she 
tries to leave, he repeat-
edly hits her in the head 
with the brick. Kajal tries 

to escape, but the man 
chases her with the brick, 
the video shows. She was 
rushed to Sanjay Gan-
dhi Hospital by Praveen 
where she received 17 
stitches to treat her head 
injury. A case has been 
filed against Kajal’s fa-
ther-in-law based.

Delhi AIIMS Doctors Perform Risky Heart Surgery On Baby

New Delhi: AIIMS Del-
hi performed success-
ful balloon dilation in a 
grape-sized baby’s heart 
in the mother’s womb. 
A 28-year-old pregnant 
patient was admitted to 
the hospital with three 

previous pregnancy loss-
es. The parents wished 
to continue the current 
pregnancy after the doc-
tors communicated about 
the child’s heart condi-
tion and consented to the 
procedure with a wish 

to improve the outcome. 
The procedure was done 
at the Cardiothoracic Sci-
ences Centre, AIIMS. 
The team of interven-
tional cardiologists and 
fetal medicine specialists 
performed a successful 
procedure. According to 
the team of doctors from 
Department of Cardiolo-
gy & Cardiac Anesthesia, 
along with Department of 
Obstetrics & Gynecology 
(Fetal medicine) of AI-
IMS, “The fetus and the 
mother are both doing 
well after the procedure. 
The teams of doctors are 
monitoring the growth 
of the heart chambers to 

ultimately determine the 
baby’s future manage-
ment.” “Some types of 
serious heart diseases can 
be diagnosed while the 
baby is in the mother’s 
womb. Sometimes, treat-
ing them in the womb 
may improve the outlook 
for the baby after birth 
and lead to near normal 
development,” the team 
further said. This pro-
cedure is called Balloon 
dilation of an obstructed 
valve in the baby’s heart. 
The procedure is done 
under ultrasound guid-
ance, “We placed a nee-
dle through the mother’s 
abdomen into the baby’s 

heart. Then, using a bal-
loon catheter, we opened 
the obstructed valve to 
improve blood flow. We 
expect and hope that the 
baby’s heart will develop 
better and the heart dis-
ease will be less severe 
at birth,” explained the 
senior doctor who per-
formed the surgery. The 
doctor said that such a 
procedure can have a risk 
of life of the fetus and has 
to be performed with ut-
most care. “Such a proce-
dure is very challenging 
as it can risk even the life 
of a fetus that also it has 
very precisely. Every-
thing has to be done un-

Delhi BJP To Launch Door-To-Door Campaign, 
Intensify Protest Against AAP

New Delhi: Delhi BJP will 
intensify its protest against 
the alleged liquor policy 
scam of the Arvind Kejriw-
al government by holding a 
door-to-door campaign and 
making people aware about 
it at markets and metro sta-
tions across the city, party 
leaders said on Wednes-
day. They said the party 
will launch the campaign 
on March 16 and it will run 
till March 26. Chief Min-
ister Kejriwal is “directly 

involved” in the liquor 
policy scam, alleged Leader 
of Opposition in Delhi As-
sembly Ramvir Singh Bid-
huri, asserting the BJP will 
continue the struggle till Mr 
Kejriwal steps down from 
his post. BJP leaders and 
workers will also stage a 
protest at Jantar Mantar and 
gherao the assembly and 
AAP ministers demanding 
Arvind Kejriwal’s resigna-
tion, Delhi BJP general sec-
retary Kuljeet Chahal said at 

a press conference. The BJP 
has sustained its attack on 
the AAP government over 
the alleged scam related 
to the Delhi Excise Policy 
for 2021-22. ALSO READ 
Arvind Kejriwal Pulls Up 
Officers Over Water Treat-
ment Plant Construction 
Arvind Kejriwal Pulls Up 
Officers Over Water Treat-
ment Plant Construction 
“Governments Bought And 
Sold Here”: Arvind Ke-
jriwal In Madhya Pradesh 

“Governments Bought And 
Sold Here”: Arvind Kejri-
wal In Madhya Pradesh Ar-
vind Kejriwal Can’t Escape 
Responsibility For Alleged 
Liquor Scam: BJP Arvind 
Kejriwal Can’t Escape Re-
sponsibility For Alleged Li-
quor Scam: BJP The policy 
was withdrawn by the AAP 
government last year after 
Lieutenant Governor VK 
Saxena recommended a 
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation probe.

CBI’s Fresh Corruption Case Against Jailed AAP 
Leader Manish Sisodia

New Delhi: The Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) 
registered a case against 
jailed Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) leader Manish Siso-
dia over alleged corruption 
in the Delhi government’s 
Feedback Unit (FBU). The 
FBU was formed by the 
AAP after coming to pow-
er in Delhi in 2015. “The 
unlawful manner of cre-
ation and working of the 
Feedback Unit has caused 
wrongful loss to the gov-

ernment exchequer to the 
tune of approximate ₹ 36 
Lakhs,” the CBI claimed. 
Reacting sharply to yet an-
other case against the jailed 
AAP leader, Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
termed the move as “sad for 
the country”. PM’s plan is 
to slap several false cases 
against Manish and keep 
him in custody for a long 
period. Sad for the country! 
https://t.co/G48JtXeTIc — 
Arvind Kejriwal (@Arvin-

dKejriwal) March 16, 2023 
“PM’s plan is to slap several 
false cases against Manish 
and keep him in custody 
for a long period. Sad for 
the country!” Mr Kejriwal 
tweeted. Amid Rift In BJP 
And Congress, AAP Makes 
Quiet Entry Into Rajasthan 
Amid Rift In BJP And Con-
gress, AAP Makes Quiet 
Entry Into Rajasthan “Text-
book Example Of Abuse Of 
Law”: AAP MP On Man-
ish Sisodia’s Arrest “Text-

book Example Of Abuse Of 
Law”: AAP MP On Manish 
Sisodia’s Arrest “Can Put 
Me In Jail But...”: AAP’s 
Manish Sisodia On Probe 
Agency Custody “Can Put 
Me In Jail But...”: AAP’s 
Manish Sisodia On Probe 
Agency Custody In Febru-
ary, the Union Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) gave 
its go-ahead to prosecute 
Mr Sisodia under the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act. 
A CBI report alleged.
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Rahul Gandhi Arrives In Parliament

New Delhi: Congress 
MP Rahul Gandhi who 
recently returned from 
his week-long UK trip 
arrived at Parliament on 
Thursday (March 16). 
He said that he is will-
ing to respond to BJP’s 
demands for an apology 
for his statements made 
abroad if he is allowed 
to speak in Parliament. 
As Rahul Gandhi stepped 
out of his car, report-
ers asked him if would 
apologise for his remarks 
about the country in the 
UK as demanded by the 
BJP. Gandhi smiled but 
stayed mum on the sub-
ject and stepped inside 

the Parliament building. 
Both Houses of Par-
liament have been ad-
journed till 2 pm. Later, 
he told reporters that if 
he is allowed to speak in 
Parliament, he will ex-
press his views on BJP’s 
demand for an apology 
over his comments on In-
dian democracy in Lon-
don. “If they allow me to 
speak in Parliament, then 
I will say what I think,” 
he said. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Uni-
versity Learn from IIT 
Madras Faculty & In-
dustry Experts Intellipaat 

#WATCH | Congress MP 
Rahul Gandhi arrives in 
Parliament, remains si-
lent on the question of 
BJP’s demand to tender 
an unconditional apol-
ogy for this London 
speech pic.twitter.com/
ksvV3pnyPP — ANI (@
ANI) March 16, 2023 
For the past two days, 
the ruling BJP and the 
Congress have been en-
gaging in a war of words 
in Parliament over Gan-
dhi’s remarks on Indian 
democracy in London. 
The BJP alleged that Ra-
hul Gandhi had defamed 
the country by making 
such remarks but the 

Congress has continued 
to defend the comments. 
Even Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had in-
directly snubbed Gandhi 
at an event in Karnataka 
wherein he called India 
the ‘Mother of Democ-
racy’. Union Minister 
Anurag Thakur also 
took several digs at the 
Congress MP and asked 
him to apologise to the 
Parliament. “No matter 
how much help he (Gan-
dhi) seeks from foreign 
friends, foreign news-
papers and channels, 
foreign soil, foreigners 
can never dominate In-
dia. You have to vote 
here, not in England or 
America,” Thakur said. 
“Rahul Gandhi should 
stop Cambridge cries and 
London lies and come 
back to Parliament and 
apologise to Parliament,” 
he said. Rahul Gandhi, in 
London, had alleged that 
there was an ‘attack’ on 
Indian democracy and 
claimed that Opposition 
MPs were often prevent-
ed from speaking.

PDP Chief Mehbooba Mufti Visits Temple 
In Poonch, BJP Says ‘Political Gimmick’

Poonch: People`s Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) 
chief Mehbooba Mufti 
on Wednesday visited 
a temple in the Poonch 
district and offered 
prayers. Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party termed Mufti`s 
temple visit a “political 
gimmick.”BJP leader 
and former Jammu and 
Kashmir chief minister 
Kavinder Gupta said, “I 
have also just come from 
the temple but the news 
is about her (Mehbooba 
Mufti) because she is do-
ing something different. 
“It is very obvious when 
elections are coming they 
start doing these kinds of 
“drama and gimmickry,” 
he said today. “If they 
are really doing this with 
their whole heart then it`s 
good. May god give them 
the wisdom to work for 
the country and Jammu 
and Kashmir. I hope they 
do not support Pakistan” 
Gupta said. Talking about 
PDP chief Mufti`s visit, 
Udesh Pal Sharma, son 
of a late PDP leader said, 
“We are very happy that 

she visited the temple. 
She is the former Chief 
Minister of Jammu and 
Kashmir. She visited the 
temple, offered prayers, 
and offered water (jal) to 
lord Shiva. “This temple 
was built by Yashpal 
Sharma & his son want-
ed me to go inside the 
temple. After that, some-
body gave me a vessel 
containing water, so it 
would have been wrong 
to deny it so I offered 
prayers,” says PDP chief 
M Mufti offering prayers 

at Navagraha temple in 
Pooch. #WATCH | This 
temple was built by Yas-
hpal Sharma & his son 
wanted me to go inside 
temple. After that, some-
body gave me a vessel 
containing water, so it 
would have been wrong 
to deny it so I offered 
prayers: PDP chief M 
Mufti on offering prayers 
at Navagraha temple in 
Pooch pic.twitter.com/
evgHCLAUs3 — ANI 
(@ANI) March 16, 2023 
She has set a tremendous 

example by visiting the 
temple.”The former CM 
has given a message to 
the whole of Jammu and 
Kashmir that no one can 
destroy and harm the 
peace of J&K,” he told 
ANI. Talking about the 
temple, he said, “In No-
vember 2017, the con-
struction of the temple 
was started by my father 
former PDP leader late 
Yashpal Sharma. Each 
and every person of 
Poonch have contributed 
to the making.

Muslim-Hindu Arrest Ratio 55:45: Himanta 
Sarma On Child Marriage Crackdown

Guwahati: Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma on Wednesday said 
his government tried to en-
sure that the controversial 
crack down against child 
marriage in Assam last 
month was not communal, 
and that nearly an equal 
proportion of Muslims and 
Hindus were arrested. Tak-
ing part in the budget ses-
sion of the Assam legisla-
tive assembly, he also said 
such crackdown would take 
place every six month, and 
that the state government 
is aiming to eradicate child 
marriage by 2026. He said 
that the ratio of arrests of 
Muslims to Hindus since 
the February 3 crackdown 
is 55:45. “I have got some 
of our people picked up too 
because you (opposition 
members) all will feel bad. 
The ratio of arrests of Mus-
lims to Hindus since the 
February 3 crackdown is 
55:45,” Mr Sarma. said dur-

ing his reply to a discussion 
on Vote Of Thanks on the 
Governor’s speech in the 
state assembly. The Chief 
Minister said people ‘are 
crying for criminals’ but not 
crying for 11-year-old girls 
who get impregnated. “The 
NFHS 5 (National Family 
Health Survey) data shows 
that the problem is highest 
in Dhubri and South Sal-
mara (Muslim-majority dis-
tricts). Not Dibrugarh and 
Tinsukia. But because you 
communalise every single 
thing, I told the Dibrugarh 
Superintendent of Police to 
pick up a few from there as 
well. NFHS 4 data collated 
during Congress times also 
shows that the highest num-
ber of underage marriages 
and childbirths is done 
in lower Assam districts 
(which has a higher Mus-
lim population),” Himanta 
Biswa Sarma said. Citing 
National Health Mission 
data, he claimed more cases 

of child marriages are from 
South Salmara and Dhubri, 
but he asked the Dibrugarh 
SP to pick up two-three 
from the district as well 
“since it is being commu-
nalised”. Opposition parties 
have protested the BJP-led 
government slapping the 
Prohibition of Child Mar-
riage Act, 2006 (PCMA) 
and Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences Act, 
2012 (POCSO) on those ac-
cused of conducting child 
marriages. Congress MLA 
Abdur Rashid Mandal re-
cently alleged in the assem-
bly that the Assam govern-
ment is “terrorising” people 
using the two acts. Leader 
of the Opposition Debabra-
ta Saikia had said slapping 
of POCSO and rape cases 
on child marriage accused 
have created disturbances 
in the society with many old 
people getting arrested. In a 
query by Independent MLA 
Akhil Gogoi, the Assam 

Chief Minister informed 
the assembly on Monday 
that 4,111 incidents of child 
marriage took place in the 
state from April 2021 to 
February 2023. “A total of 
4,670 cases have been reg-
istered naming 7,142 ac-
cused. Already 3,483 per-
sons have been arrested, 

of which 1,182 are in jail, 
2,253 have got bail and no-
tices have been issued to 
48 others,” he added. Post 
a comment Mr Sarma also 
informed the legislators that 
the government has not tak-
en any step to take respon-
sibility for the children born 
out of child marriage.

Tejashwi Yadav Will Not Be ‘Arrested’ 
This Month In Land-For-Jobs Scam: CBI

New Delhi: The CBI on 
Thursday assured the 
Delhi High Court it will 
not arrest Bihar Deputy 
Chief Minister Tejashwi 
Yadav this month, af-
ter which the politician 
agreed he will appear 
before the central probe 
agency on March 25 for 
questioning in connec-
tion with a case related to 
the alleged land-for-jobs 
scam. Justice Dinesh Ku-
mar Sharma recorded the 
CBI counsel’s statement 
that the agency was not 
thinking about arresting 

Tejashwi Yadav in this 
month. Following the as-
surance, senior advocate 
Maninder Singh, repre-
senting Tejashwi Yadav, 
submitted to the court 
his client will appear on 
March 25 before the in-
vestigating officer at CBI 
headquarters in Delhi 
at 10:30 am. Noting the 
submissions by both par-
ties, the high court dis-
posed of the petition, in 
which Tejashwi Yadav 
has sought quashing of 
summons issued to him 
by the Central Bureau 

of Investigation. RJD 
supremo and former Bi-
har Chief Minister Lalu 
Prasad Yadav’s son Te-
jashwi in his plea said he 
had requested the inves-
tigating officer through 
multiple letters to allow 
him some time as the 
current Bihar Assembly 
session will conclude on 
April 5. He said he had 
requested that either he 
be allowed to appear in 
the CBI office at Patna 
or if any information or 
documents are required 
from his side then he 
shall provide the same 
through his authorised 
representative in New 
Delhi. The case relates 
to alleged appointments 
made in the railways in 
return for land parcels 
gifted or sold to Lalu 
Prasad Yadav’s family 
when he was the railway 
minister.

Bengaluru Honoured With $150,000 
Global Award For Tobacco Control Efforts

New York: Bengaluru is 
among five global cities 
that have been recog-
nised for achievements in 
preventing noncommuni-
cable diseases (NCDs) 
and injuries, with the In-
dian tech city’s efforts in 
tobacco control winning 
a USD 150,000 award by 
a leading global initiative 
supported by the WHO. 
Bengaluru was honoured 
on Wednesday with the 
2023 Partnership for 
Healthy Cities Award, 

along with Montevideo 
in Uruguay; Mexico 
City, Mexico; Vancou-
ver, Canada and Athens, 
Greece, at the inaugural 
Partnership for Healthy 
Cities Summit held in 
London, a statement by 
the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) said. 
More photos from to-
day’s #cities4health sum-
mit in London. I met 
with representatives from 
Mexico City and Ben-
galuru, India - both cit-

ies won a Partnership for 
Healthy Cities Award for 
their work in improving 
the health of their citi-
zens. More at https://t.co/
QqKjUee18Z pic.twitter.
com/ZMWfBJU0sL — 
José Luis Castro (@JL-
CastroGarcia) March 15, 
2023 The cities were rec-
ognised for positively im-
pacting the health of their 
population and making 
sustainable and lasting 
strides toward NCD and 
injury prevention that 

can be replicated in other 
jurisdictions. Accord-
ing to the statement, the 
five winning cities each 
received USD 150,000 
to further their work 
with the partnership. The 
Karnataka capital was 
awarded for its “efforts 
in tobacco control, spe-
cifically, reducing smok-
ing in public places and 
improving compliance 
with existing mandates 
on public smoking bans,” 
the statement said. 

Devendra Fadnavis’ Wife Amruta Files FIR 
Against Designer For ‘Attempting To Bribe 

Mumbai: Maharashtra 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis’s 
wife Amruta Fadnavis 
has filed a police case 
against a ‘designer’ for 
allegedly trying to offer 
her money to intervene 
in a criminal case as well 
as threatening her, a po-
lice official said here on 
Thursday. On Amruta’s 
complaint, a first infor-
mation report (FIR) was 
registered on February 
20 at the Malabar Hill 
police station against the 

woman, identified by her 
as Aniksha, and her fa-
ther, the official said. No 
one has been arrested in 
the case so far, the offi-
cial said. As per the FIR, 
Aniksha was in touch 
with Amruta for the past 
16 months and also vis-
ited her residence. In her 
statement to the police, 
Amruta said she first met 
Aniksha in November 
2021. Aniksha claimed 
that she was a designer 
of clothes, jewellery, and 
footwear and requested 

the deputy CM’s wife 
to wear them at public 
events saying it would 
help her promote the 
products, said the official 
from Malabar Hill police 
station. Aniksha alleg-
edly told Amruta that her 
mother was no more and 
she was taking care of 
her family’s finances, the 
official said. After gain-
ing Amruta’s trust, An-
iksha offered to provide 
her with information on 
some bookies through 
which, she claimed, they 

could make money, the 
official said. She then di-
rectly offered Amruta Rs 
1 crore to get her father 
off the hook in a police 
case, said the official. 
Amruta told the police 
that she was upset by 
Aniksha’s behaviour and 
blocked her number, the 
official said. The woman 
then allegedly sent Am-
ruta video clips, voice 
notes, and many mes-
sages from an unknown 
number. She and her fa-
ther indirectly.

BJP, Congress Say CBI Should Probe FBU Snooping 
Scandal From Sedition And Internal Security Angles

The BJP welcomed the 
CBI’s FIR against former 
deputy chief minister Man-
ish Sisodia in connection 
with an alleged snooping 
scandal related to the Del-
hi government’s Feedback 
Unit (FBU) and demanded 
that the agency book Chief 

Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
as well. The Congress de-
manded that the accused 
in the snooping scandal 
be booked under the Un-
lawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act, saying it was 
an internal security issue. 
Delhi BJP working presi-

dent Virendra Sachdeva 
said this is a serious issue 
and the agency should 
probe it from the angle 
of sedition. “I believe it’s a 
matter of sedition. Was it 
that the information of the 
Feedback Unit was being 
shared with any foreign 

power. The agency should 
also probe if the FBU was 
getting funds from foreign 
countries,” he said. Sachde-
va said some people with 
affiliation to the ruling 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
like the special advisor to 
the chief minister were in 

the FBU which raised sus-
picion over its motive, he 
said. “We believe not only 
Manish Sisodia and some 
officers but Kejriwal also 
played a key role in func-
tioning of the FBU and the 
agency should also book 
and arrest him,” Sachdeva 

said. Delhi Congress vice 
president Ali Mehndi said 
his party had been rais-
ing this issue for the past 
six months. There should 
be a thorough investiga-
tion into the Feedback 
Unit case as people should 
know what exactly hap-

pened when it was func-
tioning, he said. “We think 
UAPA should be slapped 
in this case because it is 
a matter of internal secu-
rity. A state government 
cannot simply have such 
a snooping unit and it is 
rather a prerogative.

Amid Uproar Over His Remarks In London
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 Math + Chemistry In 
Karnataka’s Caste-

Driven Politics
The Old Mysore region, 
once a part of the Prince-
ly State of Mysore, is a 
big deal in the politics of 
Karnataka. This region, 
which accounts for close 
to half the MLAs of 
the state legislature, in-
cludes southern Karna-
taka and the Bengaluru 
region. Traditionally, it 
is a contest between the 
Congress and the Janata 
Party/Janata Dal. Over 
the last two decades, 
the BJP has emerged as 
a key player in the Ben-
galuru region and has 
started making interest-
ing forays into southern 
Karnataka. The Con-
gress and the Janata Dal 
Secular (JDS) handed 
the BJP a golden op-
portunity to penetrate 
in the region when they 
formed an alliance dur-
ing the 2019 Lok Sabha 
polls. The BJP swept the 
region, barring a few 
seats that the Congress 
and the JDS were able to 
cling to. Southern Kar-
nataka has been a regu-
lar in the travel plans of 
the BJP’s central lead-
ers in recent months. 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi dropped in at 
the weekend. It may be 
useful to record that the 
BJP’s inability to secure 
a majority in Karnataka 
has much to do with Old 
Mysore. This region is 
made up of the domi-
nant Vokkaliga caste and 
the non-dominant back-
ward castes and Dalits. 
No electoral math for 
this region is complete 
without these influential 
caste groups. In recent 
years, the Vokkaliga 
vote has been split three-
ways between the key 
players - Congress, BJP 
and JDS. The Lokniti-
CSDS post poll data of 
past elections indicates 
that the JDS and the 
Congress would secure 
a major chunk of this 
vote, with the BJP cor-
ralling a small segment. 
In the 2019 Lok Sabha 
polls, the BJP did excep-
tionally well among the 
Vokkaliga voters. The 
ruling party realises that 
its ability to swing the 
Vokkaliga vote is crucial 
to securing a majority. 
The BJP has assigned 
its frontline Vokkaliga 
leaders key regions 
to oversee during the 
campaign. The party’s 
intense focus on Benga-
luru, Tumkur, Mandya 
and Hassan needs to be 
viewed in this context. 
The Vokkaliga commu-
nity has been the main 
factor in keeping the 
JDS relevant in Karna-
taka politics. The JDS 
leadership is from this 
community, and it has 
pockets of influence in 

this region. After mul-
tiple splits in the party, 
the JDS now wins a 
huge chunk of its seats 
from this region. It faced 
a huge setback in the 
2019 Lok Sabha polls, 
when it aligned with the 
Congress. Its patriarch, 
HD Deve Gowda, lost 
the Tumkur seat, consid-
ered to be a Vokkaliga 
stronghold. The coming 
elections will be a litmus 
test for the party to reas-
sert its presence and at 
least retain its base in the 
region. The Congress is 
making an all-out effort 
to pursue the Vokkaliga 
community. Its Karna-
taka chief, DK Shiva 
Kumar, is a Vokkaliga 
and his chief ministerial 
ambitions are hinged on 
his capacity to mobilise 
the votes of this domi-
nant caste. In a straight 
contest with the BJP, 
the party is consciously 
projecting a Vokkaliga 
face in its top leadership 
spectrum. Shiva Ku-
mar’s ability to pull in 
votes is crucial to both 
his and the party’s fu-
ture. The non-dominant 
backward castes have 
always been a political 
force to reckon with, 
ever since D Devaraj 
Urs gave them a politi-
cal voice and stature in 
the 1970s. Within all 
the three major political 
parties in the state, the 
non-dominant backward 
caste leadership has oc-
cupied key positions in 
the party as well in the 
cabinet, irrespective of 
who formed the govern-
ment. During the 2013 
Karnataka election, the 
“AHINDA” movement 
(alliance of non-dom-
inant backward castes 
and Dalits) of Siddara-
maiah helped galvanize 
support for the Congress 
and pushed it beyond 
the half-way mark. The 
Lokniti-CSDS post-
poll survey carried out 
during the 2018 state 
election indicated that 
the Congress’s tally 
dropped sharply because 
of its sliding support 
among these groups. 
Siddaramaiah’s aggres-
sive campaign for the 
Congress as a former 
chief minister is aimed 
at winning back this vi-
tal group. The BJP, too, 
is aggressively courting 
the non-dominant back-
ward caste vote using 
multiple strategies. The 
focus on expanding the 
reservation pool and 
aligning this segment 
with the party’s larger 
Hindutva agenda is part 
of this approach. As the 
BJP has had a tradition-
ally strong presence 
among.

Rahul Gandhi’s SOS for India’s Collapsing 
Democracy – Is It a Crime?

During his recent tour in 
the UK, Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi repeat-
edly said that Indian de-
mocracy is under threat, 
blaming the Bharatiya 
Janata Party-led gov-
ernment for it. Chinese 
Construction of Water-
falls in the building 350,  
Travel Nfx 00:58 Previ-
ous PauseNext 01:11 / 
03:02 Unmute Settings 
Fullscreen Copy video 
url Play / Pause Mute / 
Unmute Report a prob-
lem Language Share 
Vidverto Player Dur-
ing a discussion at the 
Chatham House think 
tank in London, he said: 
“Democracy in India is 
a global, public good. It 
impacts way further than 
our boundaries. If Indian 
democracy collapses, in 
my view, democracy on 
the planet suffers a very 
serious, possibly fatal 
blow. So, it is important 
for you too. It is not just 
important for us. We will 
deal with our problem, 
but you must be aware 
that this problem is going 
to play out on a global 
scale.” He attributed this 
dangerous development 
to the Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS), 
a fundamentalist, fascist 
organisation, which, the 
Congress leader claimed, 
has captured pretty much 
all of India’s institu-
tions. To a dispassion-
ate individual like me, 
who has gone through 
the experience of the 
Emergency era imposed 
by Indira Gandhi, and 
has been closely watch-
ing the recent political 

developments and gov-
ernance style, Gandhi’s 
observations sound true 
and sincere. Civil rights 
stalwart Rajni Kothari 
has described the state-
of-affairs during the 
Emergency in the best 
way: “It was a state off-
limits, a government that 
hijacked the whole edi-
fice of the state, a ruling 
party and leader who in 
effect treated the state 
as their personal estate. 
It was the imposition of 
a highly concentrated 
apparatus of power on 
a fundamentally federal 
society and the turning 
over of this centralised 
apparatus for personal 
survival and family ag-
grandisement. It was one 
big swoop overtaking the 
whole country spreading 
a psychosis of fear and 
terror…” Are things any 
different? Has democ-
racy not collapsed now 
as it was during that dark 
era? An alarming report 
from Sweden-based V-
Dem (Varieties of De-
mocracy), University of 
Gothenburg, said that 
India is one of the worst 
autocratisers in the last 
10 years. In 2021, this 
institute classified India 
as an “electoral autoc-
racy”. In the same year, 
the Institute for Democ-
racy and Electoral Assis-
tance classified India as 
a backsliding democracy 
and a “major decliner” 
in its Global State of De-
mocracy report. The data 
made available in this 
report demonstrated that 
in 2020 India’s represen-
tative government score 

stood at 0.61, i.e, closer 
to the score India had in 
1975 (0.59) when it was 
under Indira Gandhi’s 
Emergency. Besides, a 
political system where 
corporations own most 
of the media, where bil-
lionaires buy politicians, 
where private interest 
lobbyists shape policies, 
projects, and legislations 
cannot be described as 
democracy. It is called 
plutocracy. That is what 
India is today and the Ad-
ani saga is the standing 
testament. Yet BJP is pro-
testing vociferously. For-
mer Union minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad said: 
“Rahul Gandhi has tried 
to embarrass the country 
by saying that Europe 
and America should in-
terfere in the internal af-
fairs of India… He has 
sought to shame India’s 
democracy, India’s pol-
ity, India’s parliament, 
India’s judicial system 
and her strategic secu-
rity from a foreign land.” 
And BJP spokesperson 
Shehzad Poonawala 
tweeted that Gandhi was 
demanding “foreigners to 
meddle into our affairs on 
the soil of a country that 
once ruled us.” Debunk-
ing the lies, Sam Pitroda, 
who was present at the 
Chatham House discus-
sion, has said in a Face-
book post: “Please, stop 
promoting and propagat-
ing lies about what Rahul 
Gandhi said in London. 
For clarification please, 
note that Rahul Gandhi 
basically said the follow-
ing 1. Indian Democracy 
is Global Public Good. 2. 

The state of democracy 
in India is of concern. 
3. It is an Indian prob-
lem, and we will deal 
with it. He never invited 
any foreign countries to 
help.” Despite this clari-
fication, the assault on 
Gandhi is continuing in 
parliament as well as in 
favourable media outlets. 
They want him to apolo-
gise. Ironically, none of 
those attacking Gandhi is 
countering what he said 
in the UK about the state 
of India’s democracy. 
They only speak about 
cliches like “Mother of 
Democracy” and “strate-
gic security”. Also read: 
Has India Ever Been a 
Democracy? Interven-
tion of international com-
munities The question is, 
whether this is the first 
time India’s democracy 
has been discussed on 
foreign soil. Not at all. 
There have been sev-
eral instances during the 
Emergency which had 
compelled Indira Gandhi 
to return to the democrat-

ic path and call for gen-
eral elections in January 
1977, in which she lost 
power in a humiliating 
manner. And the media, 
as well as eminent per-
sonalities, played an im-
portant role at the time. In 
fact, both the US and the 
UK had actually extend-
ed support to the revival 
of India’s democracy at 
the time. The New York 
Times published a long 
and stinking article titled 
Ruler of 600 million—
and alone by Claire Ster-
ling on August 10, 1975. 
The last paragraph of 
this article appeals to the 
patriotism of the Indian 
Army to effect a regime 
change: “Somebody once 
told me, as I was travel-
ing around India, that the 
one thing worse than try-
ing to govern the country 
by democratic persua-
sion would be trying to 
govern it by force. Yet 
that is how Mrs. Gandhi 
is trying to do it now. 
Depending on how fast 
and how far she goes in 

changing from a tradi-
tional Prime Minister to 
the one₹woman ruler of 
a police state, the Indian 
Army—the one group 
with the power to stop 
the process—could inter-
vene. If it were to do so, 
it would almost certainly 
be not to replace her with 
a military dictator but to 
restore the institutions it 
has been drilled into de-
fending since birth.” In-
dira Gandhi. Credit: Pub-
lic.Resource.Org/Flickr 
CC BY 2.0 In October 
1975, I was the district 
magistrate of Chandigarh 
and Jayaprakash Na-
rayan (JP), the “Enemy-
No: 1 of the State” was 
my prisoner in custody. 
On October 22, 1975, 
we received a letter bear-
ing the insignia of a lion 
and a crown addressed 
to JP directly from the 
prime minister’s office. 
Chief commissioner N.P. 
Mathur handed it over to 
me saying:

Lakshadweep MP’s Conviction Should Serve as a Stark Reminder                 
Lakshadweep MP, P.P. 
Mohammed Faisal, was 
convicted in an attempt 
to murder case on Janu-
ary 11 by the Sessions 
Court at Kavaratti, the 
administrative capital of 
Lakshadweep. The case 
dates back to 2009 when 
political violence took 
place in Androth Island in 
the run-up to the general 
election that year. Faisal, 
along with three others, 
including his brother, 
was sentenced to 10 
years in prison. Chinese 
Construction of Water-
falls in the building 350, 
Travel Nfx 00:00 Previ-
ous PauseNext 00:10 / 
03:02 Unmute Settings 
Fullscreen Copy video url 
Play / Pause Mute / Un-
mute Report a problem 
Language Share Vidverto 
Player What is interest-
ing – rather chilling – to 
note is that even before 
the court pronounced the 
verdict, two helicopters 
were kept ready to airlift 
Faisal to jail in Kannur, 
Kerala. It seemed as if the 
authorities were already 
aware of the judgment 
that was to be delivered, 
raising serious questions. 
Also read: ‘This is BJP’s 
Patent Style’: Why Lak-
shadweep is Being Com-
pared with Kashmir It 
has been widely believed 
for long locally that Lak-
shadweep administra-
tor, Praful Khoda Patel, 
was furious with Faisal 
because of the sense of 
humiliation he had faced 
during the inauguration 
event of the first Indian 

Oil Corporation’s pet-
rol pump at Kavaratti in 
March 2022. From the 
inauguration stage, Faisal 
had slammed Patel for 
introducing “reforms” on 
the island without taking 
people into confidence. 
By then, there had been 
continuous protests on 
the island for 15 months 
against alleged unilateral 
decisions by the admin-
istration to introduce so-
called reforms, which is-
landers were vehemently 
opposed to. LJD activists 
burn an effigy of Lak-
shadweep administrator 
Praful Patel to protest 
against policy changes 
announced by him out-
side Lakshadweep Ad-
ministration office in 
Kochi, Tuesday, May 
25, 2021. Photo: PTI. 
“We are not ready to co-
operate in any way with 
any ruler or administra-
tion that does not take 
into account democratic 
norms and beliefs of the 
people. By expressing 
my dissatisfaction with 
the brutal governance of 
the Lakshadweep Ad-
ministration, I would like 
to leave this platform,” 
Faisal had said while 
staging a walkout. Sever-
al joined Faisal as he left 
the venue. While Faisal 
received applause from 
the people at large for 
staging a walkout, his act 
also served to increase 
the outrage against Patel 
and his policies. Since 
then, locals and several 
of those in the politi-
cal circles have believed 

that Patel would wait for 
an opportunity to settle 
scores with Faisal soon. 
While Faisal did end up 
getting convicted in an 
old case (from 2009), his 
conviction and sentenc-
ing were ultimately sus-
pended by Kerala high 
court. Faisal had to wage 
a long and expensive 
battle to prevent himself 
from going to jail. The 
MP could afford to do so 
given his robust finan-
cial status. Faisal’s case 
prods many of us, on the 
island, to ask a question 
as to what would happen 
to an ordinary citizen if s/
he were to protest against 
the administrator and 
his policies. Would they 
be able to withstand the 
arm-twisting that the ad-
ministration was known 
to have resorted to with 
some protestors in the 
past? The imprisonment 
of three Communist Par-
ty of India (CPI) leaders 

in October 2022 offers 
some insights into how 
the administration deals 
with dissent. They were 
jailed for 29 days only 
because they had heated 
arguments with the advi-
sor to the administrator 
against the eviction of 
people from Bitra, the 
least populated island 
on Lakshadweep Union 
territory. Two courts in 
Lakshadweep – Munsiff 
court, Androth, and Ses-
sions court, Kavaratti 
– denied them bail. The 
CPI leaders had to move 
the high court to be able 
to walk out of jail. The 
above-mentioned cases 
have underlined how this 
Union territory in the 
largest democracy is far 
from experiencing true 
democracy. The people 
of Lakshadweep have 
been living under an au-
tocratic administration, 
which not only brings in 
changes unilaterally but 

also muzzle the voices of 
those who protest against 
such policies. Absence 
of democracy What is 
democracy? If we go for 
the basic definition by 
Abraham Lincoln, de-
mocracy is the “govern-
ment of the people, by 
the people and for the 
people”. On a practical 
level, we call the coun-
tries having elected gov-
ernments as democratic 
countries. But, if we see 
from the point of view of 
the citizens of a country, 
democracy is far more 
personal, about individ-
ual freedoms. Within the 
electoral framework, are 
individuals getting space 
to submit their griev-
ances? Are their views 
adequately represented 
during decision-making? 
Also read: As Fresh Pro-
tests Emerge, Lakshad-
weep Admin Uses FIR, 
Notices Against Dissent-
ers This is where Ma-
hatma Gandhi disagreed 
with many of his con-
temporaries in the Indian 
freedom struggle. Gandhi 
envisaged village repub-
lics to ensure that the last 
man also can be a part of 
the decision-making. It is 
this Gandhian spirit that 
was meant to have been 
the soul of the Panchayati 
Raj system to strengthen 
grassroots democracy 
and democratic institu-
tions. This is where Ma-
hatma Gandhi disagreed 
with many of his con-
temporaries in the Indian 
freedom struggle. Gandhi 
envisaged village repub-

lics to ensure that the last 
man also can be a part of 
the decision-making. It is 
this Gandhian spirit that 
was meant to have been 
the soul of the Panchayati 
Raj system to strengthen 
grassroot democracy and 
democratic institutions. 
Is Lakshadweep demo-
cratically governed? In 
every sense, the answer 
is no. Lakshadweep is 
‘ruled’ by an adminis-
trator appointed by the 
President of India. This 
administrative system is 
a single-line bureaucratic 
institution. The adminis-
trator is more powerful 
than a modern-day ruler 
of the Middle East. The 
appointment of admin-
istrators to Union ter-
ritories finds its roots in 
British India, where gov-
ernor generals appointed 
viceroys. The institution 
began in the pre-1857 
era under the East India 
Company. Students are 
taught in school about the 
three pillars of democ-
racy: legislature, execu-
tive, and judiciary. Media 
is considered the fourth 
pillar of democracy. In a 
place like Lakshadweep, 
only one pillar exists 
which is the executive, 
headed by an administra-
tor appointed by the Pres-
ident of India. For the 
sake of an argument, we 
can say the judiciary does 
exist. But, can a judiciary 
effectively work in the 
absence of a legislature? 
The question is whether 
an autocratic.
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 How India developing a naval base at Andamans chokes China in the region
For years the strategical-
ly important archipelago 
of Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands (ANIs) situated at 
the juncture of the Bay 
of Bengal and Andaman 
Sea to India’s southeast 
remained a dormant land-
mass. That changed when 
China started making 
radical movements near 
the border areas. Fast for-
ward to 2023 and New 
Delhi is in the advanced 
stage of building a naval 
base to counter its peren-
nial foe. Comprising 572 
Islands stretching over 
an area of 450 nautical 
miles with a total of 24 
ports, ANIs assume great 
significance in New Del-
hi’s Indian Ocean Region 
(IOR) strategy. Addition-
ally, it helps India counter 
China’s ‘String of Pearls’ 
strategy due to its close-
ness to the ‘Strait of Ma-
lacca’ chokehold. Man-
ning the Strait of Malacca 
chokehold The northern-
most point of the island 
chain is merely 22 nauti-
cal miles from Myanmar, 
while the southernmost 
point is only 90 nautical 
miles away from Indone-
sia. Nearly 70,000 out of 
the 1,20,000 ships sail-
ing through the Indian 
Ocean pass through the 
‘Strait of Malacca’ and 
the neighbouring Six 
Degrees channel located 
to the south of the ANIs. 
This strait is the heart-
beat of China’s operation 
as 80 per cent of its oil 
supplies pass through the 
strait. Militarising the re-
gion appears a no-brainer 
- not because India wants 
a conflict but to assert 
an aura of superiority. In 
case of an escalating con-
flict, New Delhi can sim-
ply alienate the region. 

Consequently, China’s 
hydrocarbon supply from 
the Middle East may 
come to a screeching 
halt. Long story short, 
controlling ANIs essen-
tially means controlling 
China’s economy. The 
Politburo in Beijing has 
previously attempted to 
use Sri Lanka, Pakistan, 
the Maldives and the 
Strait of Hormuz to pin 
India into a corner. How-
ever, New Delhi has man-
aged to thwart some of 
the pressure using clever 
manoeuvring. To neutral-
ise China’s grip over the 
Gwadar port in Pakistan, 
New Delhi sealed the 
Chahbahar port in Iran 
which acts as a counter-
balance presence in the 
region. The port simul-
taneously allows India 
to monitor the Strait of 
Hormuz- the busiest sea 
route for transporting oil 
in the world. After Sri 
Lanka submitted Ham-
bantota port to China, In-
dia managed to win some 
of the favour by helping 
the island nation through 
its worst economic cri-
sis. As for the Maldives, 
the two countries have 
signed the Greater Male 
Connectivity project 
which has brought them 
much closer than ever. 
Read more: China’s Ma-
lacca dilemma: How In-
dia controls Indian Ocean 
chokepoints Developing 
the islands militarily The 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Command (ANC) is the 
first and only tri-service 
theatre command of the 
Indian Armed Forces 
which suggests its sig-
nificance. The Narendra 
Modi government of In-
dia has also assessed its 
ace-in-the-hole in the 

form of ANIs. Current-
ly, seven Air Force and 
Navy bases are operating 
in the region. In 2019, a 
year after PM Modi first 
visited the island, an ex-
clusive Rs 5,650 military 
infrastructure develop-
ment plan was passed. 
The naval air stations 
INS Kohassa in Shibpur 
and INS Baaz in Camp-
bell Bay are having their 
runways extended. Once 
the runways are opera-
tional, the Indian Navy 
will be able to operate 
its P-8I maritime surveil-
lance and reconnaissance 
aircraft. Upon full execu-
tion, the investment will 
help India in the station-
ing of infantry soldiers, 
missile batteries, addi-
tional warships as well as 

drones in the Andamans. 
WATCH | Gravitas: Did 
China send a ‘spy bal-
loon’ to the Andamans? 
× New Delhi needs to be 
wary Even if India mili-
tarises Andaman island, 
it will have to remain 
circumspect due to the 
Chinese eye in its neigh-
bourhood. The Great 
Coco Island and Little 
Coco Island - geographi-
cally a part of the Anda-
man group of islands 
is right in the middle of 
an important waterway 
passage through which 
China ventures into the 
Malacca Strait. Owing 
to a few blunders by In-
dia’s former prime min-
ister Jawaharlal Nehru, 
the ownership of islands 
went to Burma, modern-

day Myanmar and cur-
rently, it is China that 
holds control over it. Ac-
cording to reports, China 
has used the base to spy 
on DRDO’s missile pro-
grammes. Beijing under-
stands it is operating from 
a position of weakness 
in the region. However, 
it also knows that it has 
a wild card in the Coco 
islands. Developing the 
Greater Nicobar islands 
Apart from utilising the 
archipelago for geopoliti-
cal gains, the government 
is developing it under 
the ‘Holistic Develop-
ment of Great Nicobar 
Islands in Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands’ project. 
The project conceived 
by India’s premier think 
tank NITI Aayog seeks 

to build an International 
Container Tranship-
ment Terminal (ICTT), a 
greenfield international 
airport, a township and a 
450-MVA gs and power 
plant. Developing the is-
land militarily is an idea 
that has been mooted pre-
viously on numerous oc-
casions. However, most 
establishments remained 
lethargic and refrained 
from taking a proactive 
approach. If used wisely, 
the ANIs hold the abil-
ity to bind the Indo-Pa-
cific and assimilate the 
Quad to counter China 
in the South China sea as 
well.y, seven Air Force 
and Navy bases are op-
erating in the region. In 
2019, a year after PM 
Modi first visited the is-

land, an exclusive Rs 
5,650 military infrastruc-
ture development plan 
was passed. The naval 
air stations INS Koha-
ssa in Shibpur and INS 
Baaz in Campbell Bay 
are having their runways 
extended. Once the run-
ways are operational, the 
Indian Navy will be able 
to operate its P-8I mari-
time surveillance and 
reconnaissance aircraft. 
Upon full execution, the 
investment will help In-
dia in the stationing of 
infantry soldiers, missile 
batteries, additional war-
ships as well as drones in 
the Andamans. WATCH 
| Gravitas: Did China 
send a ‘spy balloon’ to 
the Andamans? × New 
Delhi needs to be wary 

Even if India militarises 
Andaman island, it will 
have to remain circum-
spect due to the Chinese 
eye in its neighbourhood. 
The Great Coco Island 
and Little Coco Island - 
geographically a part of 
the Andaman group of is-
lands is right in the mid-
dle of an important wa-
terway passage through 
which China ventures 
into the Malacca Strait. 
Owing to a few blunders 
by India’s former prime 
minister Jawaharlal Ne-
hru, the ownership of 
islands went to Burma, 
modern-day Myanmar 
and currently, it is China 
that holds control over 
it. According to reports, 
China has used the base 
to spy on DRDO’s mis-
sile programmes. Beijing 
understands it is operat-
ing from a position of 
weakness in the region. 
However, it also knows 
that it has a wild card in 
the Coco islands. Devel-
oping the Greater Nico-
bar islands Apart from 
utilising the archipelago 
for geopolitical gains, the 
government is develop-
ing it under the ‘Holistic 
Development of Great 
Nicobar Islands in An-
daman and Nicobar Is-
lands’ project. The proj-
ect conceived by India’s 
premier think tank NITI 
Aayog seeks to build an 
International Container 
Transhipment Termi-
nal (ICTT), a greenfield 
international airport, a 
township and a 450-MVA 
gs and power plant. De-
veloping the island mili-
tarily is an idea that has 
been mooted previously 
on numerous occasions. 
However, most establish-
ments remained lethar-

 Rishi Sunak’s Big Political Gamble 
Ahead Of Election

Declaring that “enough 
is enough” and that the 
system is “not fair,” Brit-
ish Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak last week unveiled 
a five-point plan in the 
House of Commons to 
tackle illegal immigra-
tion. This plan involves 
setting up a new perma-
nent unified small boats 
operational command, 
enhancing the capacity 
of immigration officers 
to focus on enforcement, 
slashing costs by ceasing 
to use hotels for asylum 
seekers, increasing the 
number of asylum case-
workers, and a new pact 
with Albania to expe-
dite cases from the na-
tion. Along with a raft 
of measures with France 
to jointly address illegal 
boat crossings across the 
English Channel, this is 
by far the most ambitious 
plan by any British gov-
ernment in recent mem-
ory to address illegal im-
migrations. What makes 
this even more interest-
ing and significant is that 
those behind this over-
haul are Sunak and his 
Home Secretary Suella 
Braverman - both immi-
grants. Last year, 45,700 
people used small boats 
to travel to the UK from 
France - a record - put-
ting political pressure on 
the Sunak government to 
come up with a policy re-
sponse to a problem few 
have good answers to. 
Facing a precipitous de-

cline in the popularity of 
the Conservatives, Sunak 
also views this as a po-
litical priority, given that 
the issue resonates well 
with the rank and file of 
the Tories. A new bill 
aimed at removing peo-
ple who arrive in the UK 
illegally “within weeks” 
and banning them for life 
from claiming asylum 
is generating headlines 
around the world. The 
UNHCR has expressed 
concern, suggesting this 
is “effectively closing 
off access to asylum in 
the UK for people arriv-
ing irregularly” and “is a 
clear breach of the Refu-
gee Convention.” The 
opposition Labour Party 
has described the Bill as 
a “con”; Labour leader 
Keir Starmer argued that 
while “the problem has 
got to be dealt with, the 
crossings over the Chan-
nel...this isn’t a workable 
plan”. Yet, against a fusil-
lade of criticism, Sunak 
remains defiant, declar-
ing he’s “up for the fight” 
and that “it is this coun-
try (the UK) -and your 
government-who should 
decide who comes here, 
not criminal gangs”. He 
knows that with this pol-
icy he is setting the nar-
rative for next year’s gen-
eral elections and forcing 
the Labour Party, so far 
leading in opinion polls, 
to fight the electoral bat-
tle on terms set by the 
Conservatives. Economi-

cally too, this is an attrac-
tive option for the Tories. 
At a time when the Brit-
ish economy is still strug-
gling, there will be con-
siderable support among 
the people for a hard line 
against immigrants, espe-
cially low-skilled work-
ers seen to take jobs away 
from native Britons. Su-
nak has made it clear that 
he wants to attract highly 
skilled and talented mi-
grants, something that 
other developed coun-
tries have also been pur-
suing, though perhaps 
more subtly. A big rea-
son for Brexit in the first 
place was the disaffection 
in the UK about immi-
grants from EU countries 
seemingly taking jobs 
away from local workers. 
Sunak, a Brexiteer by in-
stinct, is basically taking 
that policy to its logical 
conclusion with his new 
immigration agenda. The 
proposed law will not 
face too many bumps in 
the House of Commons, 
where the Conservatives 
enjoy a large majority. 
Despite the Labour Par-
ty’s opposition - mostly 
centred around the un-
workability of the an-
nounced measures and 
not on the fundamental 
idea behind it - the Su-
nak government will not 
face any serious prob-
lems in the House. But 
there might be challenges 
and amendments in the 
House of Lords. Then 

the courts may intervene, 
especially as the Home 
Secretary has been un-
able to guarantee in par-
liament that the plan is 
compatible the European 
Convention on Human 
Rights. Suella Braver-
man has even admitted 
it has “more than a 50% 
chance” of being found 
unlawful. Sunak has 
suggested that he is also 
considering withdrawing 
from the European Con-
vention on Human Rights 
(ECHR) to facilitate his 
immigration policy. The 
consequences of this 
immigration debate are 
playing out much be-
yond the political space. 
Even the BBC is now 
under pressure after Gary 
Lineker, the broadcast-
er’s highest-paid present-
er, was suspended over 
his criticism of Britain’s 
immigration policy last 
week. Mr Lineker called 
it a “cruel policy directed 
at the most vulnerable 
people in language that 
is not dissimilar to that 
used by Germany in the 
30s”. Several presenters 
walked out in his sup-
port and the BBC had to 
put out an apology. Su-
nak refused to step into 
the controversy, though 
he underlined that it was 
important to maintain 
perspective, given the se-
riousness of the problem, 
with 45,000 people risk-
ing their lives crossing 
the Channel.

When General Bipin Rawat Was 
Pranked On First Day In Army

Winter of 1979 Amritsar 
Railway Station The sun 
was shining brightly. A 
young Gorkhali officer in 
combat uniform and DMS 
boots stood at the platform 
stomping his feet impatient-
ly. He was Second Lieu-
tenant Umed Singh Thapa 
of 5/11 Gorkha Rifles. He 
had come to receive 2Lt Bi-
pin Rawat, the new twenty-
one-year-old officer joining 
their unit and had removed 
his epaulettes, showing his 
rank, for a reason. Since Bi-
pin was the son of Brigadier 
Laxman Singh Rawat, for-
mer Commanding Officer 
of 5/11 GR, and had also 
been awarded the Sword 
of Honour for topping his 
course at the Indian Mili-
tary Academy, the unit of-
ficers had decided that he 
needed to be cured of any 
airs he might have devel-
oped and had to be brought 
back to mother earth. A 
mischievous plan had been 
hatched to rag Bipin, and it 
was now being put into ac-
tion. It also added some ex-
citement to the lives of the 
officers and men, who were 
a little bored with their staid 
regimental tenure at Khasa, 
a small army cantonment 
near the Wagah border, 
about 14 km from Amritsar. 
Thapa had driven down to 
the railway station in a jeep, 
bringing along a one-tonne 
(truck) for Bipin Rawat’s 
luggage. Being a Gorkhali, 
he had been chosen to pose 
as Bipin’s sahayak (helper). 
With narrow, twinkling eyes 
and a guileless smile, Thapa 
was tailormade for the role. 
All he had to do was re-

move his rank insignia. He 
had been tasked to receive 
Bipin and steal his identity 
card. A delighted Thapa had 
rubbed his hands in glee and 
immediately agreed. The 
then Commanding Officer 
of 5/11, Lt Col (later Briga-
dier) Ravi Devasar, was out 
of the unit location for some 
official work that day and 
completely unaware of the 
mischief brewing behind 
his back. There was the wail 
of a horn, and Thapa looked 
up to find a train thunder-
ing down the tracks. The 
noisy steam engine rushed 
past him, pulling along its 
cavalcade of bogies. As the 
train whined to a stop, Tha-
pa hastily put on his jungle 
cap and, reminding the four 
Gorkha troops with him to 
not address him as ‘Sahab’ 
in front of Bipin, started 
walking along the plat-
form to look for his guest. 
‘Pahilo kaksako dibba,’ he 
called out, pointing towards 
the first class carriage from 
where a smartly uniformed 
and slim Pahadi officer 
was stepping down-beads 
of perspiration on his face, 
cheeks red from the effort 
of pulling down his shin-
ing black steel box, which 
now rested on the platform. 
Stencilled on the side of the 
box, in bold white font, was 
‘2Lt Bipin Rawat, Indian 
Military Academy, Dehra-
dun to Amritsar’. It left no 
doubts about the identity of 
the officer who, at that mo-
ment, was busy dragging 
down a heavy khaki canvas 
bedroll with thick leather 
straps. Thapa broke into a 
quick sprint and was there 

by Bipin’s side in a flash. 
‘Ram Ram, hajur!’ he bel-
lowed, clicking his heels 
together and bringing his 
arms smartly to attention. 
‘Ma timro sahayak hun (I 
am your sahayak.’) Bipin 
saluted him back. ‘Tapaiko 
I card deno parcha. Adjutant 
Sahab le mangarnu bhaeko 
cha (You will need to give 
me your identity card. Ad-
jutant Sahab has asked for 
it),’ Thapa informed Bipin 
in Nepali, blinking inno-
cently. By then, the other 
soldiers had picked up the 
luggage waiting on the plat-
form. Bipin reached into his 
pocket and handed over his 
identity card to Thapa. Tha-
pa led him to the jeep wait-
ing outside and, instructing 
the driver to drive the ‘new 
saab’ to the unit location, 
assured Bipin that he would 
follow in the one-tonne 
along with the luggage. In 
twenty minutes, the jeep 
had driven into the unit lo-
cation, where the sentry on 
duty quickly gave a call to 
the main office, announcing 
the new sahab’s arrival. 2Lt 
(later Lt Gen.) Rakesh Shar-

ma, also a participant in the 
mischievous plan, scam-
pered across the corridor to 
ensconce himself firmly in 
the unit adjutant’s chair just 
before Bipin marched in. He 
greeted Sharma with a crisp 
salute. ‘2Lt Bipin Rawat re-
porting, sir!’ he said. ‘Good 
morning, Rawat!’ Sharma 
replied, looking up from the 
papers he had pretended to 
be busy signing. ‘Welcome 
to the unit! Let me see your 
identity card, please.’ A 
puzzled Bipin replied that 
he had already handed over 
his ID card to his sahayak, 
who, he was told, would be 
delivering it to the adjutant. 
‘No one has given it to me,’ 
Sharma exclaimed, look-
ing a little miffed. ‘Who is 
your sahayak?’ When Bi-
pin looked unsure, Sharma 
summoned the boys who 
had gone to pick him up 
from the railway station. 
‘Which of them is your 
sahayak?’ he asked. A be-
wildered Bipin could not 
identify the man, since all 
the fair and slim Gorkha 
boys looked similar to him. 
Also.
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Cyclone Freddy Kills Hundreds In 
Malawi, Mozambique

New Delhi: Cyclone 
Freddy has so far killed 
hundreds and displaced 
thousands as it barrelled 
through Mozambique 
and Malawi since late last 
week. It is set to move 
away from land later on 
Wednesday which should 
bring some relief to 
southern African regions 
that have been ravaged 
by its torrential rain and 
powerful winds. Cyclone 
Freddy has killed at least 
225 people in Malawi’s 
southern region including 
Blantyre, the country’s 
financial hub, accord-
ing to local authorities. 
Another 88,000 people 
are displaced. In neigh-
bouring Mozambique, 
officials say at least 20 
people have died since 
the storm made land-
fall in the port town of 
Quelimane on Saturday. 
Over 45,000 people are 
still holed up in shelters, 
with about 1,300 square 
kilometers (800 square 
miles) still underwater, 
according to the EU’s 
Copernicus satellite sys-
tem. Malawi, which has 
been battling a cholera 

outbreak, is now at risk 
of a resurgence of the dis-
ease. PM Modi Condoles 
Deaths Due To Cyclone 
Freddy In Malawi, Mo-
zambique, Madagascar 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday ex-
pressed deep grief over 
the loss of lives due to 
Cyclone Freddy in Ma-
lawi, Mozambique and 
Madagascar. In a tweet, 
the Prime Minister said, 
“Distressed by the dev-
astation due to Cyclone 
Freddy in Malawi, Mo-
zambique and Mada-
gascar. Condolences to 
President @LAZARUS-
CHAKWERA, President 
Filipe Nyusi and Presi-
dent @SE_Rajoelina, be-
reaved families and those 
affected by the cyclone. 

India stands with you in 
this tough time.” by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksY-
ou May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ 
to your name Golden 
Gate University Looking 
for 2bhk Interiors? Book 
a Free Design Session 
Now! HomeLane Why 
Was Cyclone Freddy So 
Powerful? Scientists say 
climate change caused 
by mostly industrialised 
nations pumping green-
house gases into the air 
has worsened Cyclone 
Freddy’s activity, mak-
ing them more intense 
and more frequent. The 
recently-ended La Nina 
that impacts weather 
worldwide also increased 
cyclone activity in the re-
gion. Cyclone Freddy has 
been causing.

New Delhi: Eric Garcet-
ti, who is President Joe 
Biden’s close aide, was 
on Wednesday (March 
15, 2023) confirmed by 
the US Senate as the 
country’s next ambas-
sador to India. The Sen-
ate voted 52-42 to fill 
the key diplomatic po-
sition that had been va-
cant for over two years. 
The former Los Angeles 
mayor’s nomination was 
pending before the US 
Congress since July 2021 
when he was nominated 
for the prestigious diplo-
matic posting by Biden. 
Last week, the Senate 
Foreign Relations Com-
mittee voted 13-8 in fa-
vour of his nomination. 
His nomination was not 
brought to the Senate 
floor for a vote during the 
last Congress as the rul-
ing Democratic Party did 
not have enough support 
to get the close aide of 
Biden through. Garcetti, 
52, was not confirmed by 
the Senate in President 
Biden’s first two years 

in office amid concerns 
by some lawmakers that 
the then-mayor had not 
adequately handled alle-
gations against a former 
senior adviser of sexual 
assault and harassment. 
President Biden renomi-
nated Garcetti to the 
same position in January 
this year. Kenneth Juster, 
the last occupant of the 
ambassadorial residence 
of the US in New Delhi, 
stepped down in January 
2021 after the change of 
government in America. 
Who Is Eric Garcetti, The 
New US Ambassador 
To India? Eric Garcetti 

was born on February 
4, 1971, in California. 
H was then raised in the 
San Fernando Valley and 
earned his BA and MA 
from Columbia Universi-
ty. The new US envoy to 
India studied as a Rhodes 
Scholar at Oxford and 
the London School of 
Economics and taught 
at Occidental College 
and USC. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Uni-
versity Looking for 2bhk 
Interiors? Book a Free 
Design Session Now! 
HomeLane He was an 

officer in the US Navy 
reserve for 12 years and 
is an avid jazz pianist and 
photographer. Garcetti 
was elected four times 
by his peers to serve as 
President of the Los An-
geles City Council from 
2006 to 2012. From 
2001 until taking office 
as Mayor, he also served 
as the Council member 
representing the 13th 
District which includes 
Hollywood, Echo Park, 
Silver Lake, and Atwater 
Village. A fourth-gener-
ation Angeleno, Garcetti 
and his wife Amy Elaine 
Wakeland.

Chinese billionaire, who had close ties 
with Trump advisor Bannon, arrested in US

Chinese businessman 
Guo Wengui, who is 
wanted in Beijing and has 
close ties with a former 
political advisor to Don-
ald Trump Steve Bannon, 
was arrested by New 
York police on Wednes-
day and faced charges of 
bilking around $1 billion 
from people supporting 
of his anti-Beijing ac-
tivities. Wengui along 
with still-at-large Brit-
ish co-conspirator Je Kin 

Ming was accused by the 
US Justice Department 
of stealing funds from 
people who participated 
in an investment scheme 
so that they can purchase 
luxuries, which include 
a 50,000 square foot 
(4,645 square meters) 
mansion, a yacht and a 
$3.5 million Ferrari. | 
Ditched by Communist 
Party, Chinese billionaire 
loses 93 per cent of his 
fortune On Wednesday, 

a court official said that 
Guo pleaded not guilty 
but agreed to detention 
during an initial arrest 
hearing. A fire broke out 
in the building of his 
Manhattan penthouse 
apartment overlooking 
Central Park, a few hours 
post his 6 am arrest. The 
arrest of Guo came nine 
years after the property 
billionaire left China in 
2014 where he was fac-
ing charges of corrup-

tion and fraud even as he 
openly spoke about the 
graft inside the Chinese 
government. The Justice 
Department said that 
Guo, using his Cantonese 
name, Ho Wan Kwok, 
leveraged his prominence 
as Chinese leader Xi Jin-
ping government’s critic 
while he remained in ex-
ile in New York where 
he build a massive group 
of online supporters. | 
Chinese billionaire Jack 
Ma to give up control of 
Ant Group His support-
ers were encouraged to 
invest or donate to non-
profits and businesses 
which were controlled by 
Guo, including GTV Me-
dia group, where Bannon 
was a director. The activ-
ity spread to other ave-
nues raising hundreds of 
millions of dollars which 
included the Himalaya 
Exchange cryptocurren-
cy issuer, a luxury club, 
and the Himalaya Farm 
Alliance which promised 
to provide discounted 
shares of GTV to its 
shares.

Brazilian Court Orders Jair Bolsonaro To 
Return Saudi Jewels Within 5 Days

Pakistan Facing “Perfect Storm” Of Crises: 
Foreign Minister Bhutto

Islamabad: Pakistan 
Foreign Minister Bi-
lawal Bhutto-Zardari 
on Wednesday said that 
the country is facing a 
“perfect storm” of crises 
as it battles worsening 
political, economic and 
security issues, Paki-
stan-based Geo News 
reported. Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari, while speaking 
during an interview with 
The Daily Show, said: 
“Unfortunately, Pakistan 
is facing a perfect storm. 
Not only do we have 
heightened partisanship 
and political polarisa-
tion, to the extent that 
political parties or po-
litical stakeholders aren’t 
even in a position to sit 
in a room and discuss 
issues amongst them-
selves, we’re also facing 

an economic crisis.” The 
Daily Show (TDS) is an 
American late-night talk 
and satirical news tele-
vision program. As the 
country faces a security 
threat and crisis follow-
ing the Afghan govern-
ment’s fall, he said, it is 
also suffering from the 
increasing frequency of 
terrorist attacks and reel-
ing from the aftermath 
of the biggest climate 
catastrophe in history, 
according to Geo News. 
On the ongoing unrest in 
Pakistan following news 
of the possible arrest of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
Chief Imran Khan, the 
foreign minister said that 
while the country deals 
with the chaos and si-
multaneous crises, the 
PTI chief believes the 

country’s law doesn’t ap-
ply to him. Heavy police 
forces on Wednesday 
morning reached Imran 
Khan’s Zaman Park resi-
dence after Islamabad 
police failed to arrest 
him amid fierce clashes 
between the PTI work-
ers and the anti-riot force 
in and around the party 
chief’s residence that left 
dozens of activists and 
police personnel injured 
since Tuesday. “He’s re-
signed from parliament 
and ran away from the 
system. In this particu-
lar instance, it’s not a 
question of me wanting 
to arrest Mr Khan [...] I 
would never want any 
politician in my country 
or any country to go to 
jail for political reasons. 
In Mr Khan’s case, he’s 

under the threat of ar-
rest because of his ego,” 
the minister said, adding 
that the former prime 
minister thinks he’s “too 
important and won’t turn 
up to the court,” Geo 
News reported.The For-
eign Minister called Mr 
Khan’s decisions a “com-
plete mockery of the ju-
dicial system in Pakistan, 

of rule of law, of the 
Constitution in Paki-
stan”. “We’re caught in 
a situation where there’s 
this political chaos play-
ing out on the streets and 
distracting from the real 
issues that are affecting 
everyday Pakistanis,” he 
said. On being asked if 
the state of democracy in 
Pakistan is fragile.

Brasilia: A Brazilian 
court ruled Wednesday 
ex-president Jair Bolso-
naro has five days to hand 
over pricey jewelry he re-
ceived as a present from 
Saudi Arabia, and ordered 
an audit of all official 
gifts during his presiden-
cy. The Federal Court of 
Accounts (TCU), which 
oversees the government 
coffers, also ordered the 

far-right ex-army captain 
to hand over to the presi-
dential palace collection 
two guns he received as 
presents from the United 
Arab Emirates in 2019. 
Under Brazilian law, pub-
lic officials can only keep 
gifts that are “both highly 
personal and of minimal 
monetary value,” said the 
court’s president, Bruno 
Dantas, in a public hear-

ing, giving Bolsonaro 
“five days to return all 
items involved in this 
case to... the rightful 
owner, the presidential 
palace.” The unanimous 
ruling from the court is 
the latest chapter in a 
drama that has dominated 
headlines in Brazil since 
allegations emerged ear-
lier this month that Bol-
sonaro tried to illegally 
import millions of dol-
lars’ worth of jewelry he 
and his wife received as 
gifts from Saudi Arabia. 
The episode has turned 
into a legal and political 
headache for the ex-pres-
ident, who is currently 
in the United States and 
expected to return soon 
to Brazil, hoping to lead 
the opposition to his left-
ist successor, Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva.

Pro Khalistan Supporters Force Indian 
Consulate In Brisbane To Shut Down

Brisbane [Australia]: 
Days after Australian 
Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese`s assured to 
curb anti-India elements 
in the country, the Indian 
Consulate in Brisbane 
was forced to close down 
on Wednesday by Kha-
listan supporters, report-
ed The Australia Today. 
“Slogans were raised 
against Hindus calling 
them supremacists with 
Khalistan Zindabad,” 
said The Australia To-
day at the Indian Con-
sulate located on Swann 
Road in the Taringa 
suburb of Brisbane. The 
Queensland Police said 
it was an unauthorized 
gathering. Notably, Alba-
nese on March 11th gave 
assurances that Australia 
won`t tolerate any ex-
treme actions and attacks 
that took place in reli-
gious buildings, and that 
there is no place for such 
action against Hindu 
temples while address-
ing a press conference 
in New Delhi. “Indian 
Consulate was forced to 
close today due to safety 

concerns after Sikhs for 
Justice targeted them 
with their propaganda, “ 
Sarah L Gates, Director 
of Hindu Human Rights, 
told The Australia Today. 
“They have been shout-
ing Khalistan Zindabad 
slogans, “ Gates said, 
adding that there is a 
heavy police presence in 
the area. Also Read: Cen-
tre Blocks 6 YouTube 
Channels Over Pro-Kh-
alistan Content “These 
thugs should not be al-
lowed to dictate how we 
live our life in Australia, 
“Parvinder Singh, a resi-
dent of Queensland who 
took leave from work to 
attend an appointment 
at the Indian Consulate, 

told The Australia Today. 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Australian 
Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese discussed dis-
turbances created by 
pro-Khalistani outfits in 
Australia and the later 
PM assured that his gov-
ernment will be taking 
all necessary measures 
to ensure that peace and 
harmony prevail. “Issues 
relating to the Indian di-
aspora in Australia also 
came up for discussions 
between the two Prime 
Ministers of significance 
in our people-to-people 
ties, also discussions on 
disturbances created by 
pro-Khalistani outfits 
in Australia,” Foreign 

Secretary Vinay Mo-
han Kwatra informed 
while addressing a press 
conference on Friday. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like 
Add a ‘Dr.’ to your name 
Golden Gate University 
Get Certified from IIT 
Madras Pravartak & In-
tellipaat Intellipaat Prime 
Minister Modi expressed 
strong concern about the 
incidence of vandalism 
and violence targeting 
the Indian community 
and temples in Austra-
lia. “Prime Minister Al-
banese assured Prime 
Minister Modi that his 
government has a deep 
understanding and ap-
preciation of India`s con-
cern and will be taking 
all necessary measures 
to ensure that peace and 
harmony prevail in their 
society, Kwatra informed 
further. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi today 
said that the Australian 
PM has assured of Indian 
community`s safety after 
incidents of vandalism of 
temples. “It is a matter 
of regret that reports of 

attacks on temples have 
come regularly from Aus-
tralia over the past few 
weeks. It is natural that 
such news worries ev-
eryone in India, disturbs 
our mind,” PM Modi said 
while addressing the me-
dia. “Since the last few 
weeks, news of attacks 
on temples in Australia 
are coming regularly. It 
is natural that such news 
worries people in India. 
I have raised these con-
cerns with Prime Minis-
ter Albanese who has as-
sured me that the safety 
of the Indian community 
is a special priority for 
him,” PM Modi said dur-
ing India-Australia: Ex-
change of Agreements 
and Press Statements on 
Friday. “I conveyed these 
feelings and concerns 
to Prime Minister Alba-
nese and he has assured 
me that the safety of the 
Indian community is of 
special priority for him. 
Our teams will be in reg-
ular contact on this mat-
ter, and will cooperate as 
much as possible,” the 
PM Modi added. 

Eric Garcetti, Biden’s Close Friend, Confirmed 
As New US Ambassador To India
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Samsung Galaxy S23 Series Renders Tip 
Multiple Colour Options, Galaxy S23 Ultra

Samsung’s first Galaxy 
Unpacked event of this 
year is approaching and 
rumours about new Gal-
axy S23 series smart-
phones are coming in. In 
a recent update, several 
images showing off the 
Galaxy S23 handsets 
have surfaced online, of-
fering a glimpse of their 
design. The upcoming 
lineup seems to share 
the design language of 
the Galaxy S22 series. 
Newly leaked renders 

suggest S Pen support 
for the Galaxy S23 Ultra. 
The vanilla Galaxy S23, 
Galaxy S23+ and Galaxy 
S23 Ultra are also tipped 
to come in at least four 
colour options. Tipster 
Evan Blass (@evleaks) 
tweeted alleged renders 
of Galaxy S23, S23+, 
and S23 Ultra without 
any watermarks. New 
high-resolution renders 
suggest four colourways 
for the upcoming smart-
phones. These could be 

called Phantom Black, 
Cotton Flower (Cream), 
Botanic Green, and 
Misty Lilac. They look 
almost similar to the de-
sign of their predeces-
sors, Galaxy S22, Galaxy 
S22+, and Galaxy S22 
Ultra, respectively. The 
Galaxy S23 Ultra is seen 
to sport an S Pen slot. All 
three devices appear to 
have a hole-punch cut-
out on display to house 
the selfie shooter. The 
renders show the Galaxy 

S23 and Galaxy S23+ 
with a triple rear camera 
unit and an LED flash. 
The Galaxy S23 Ultra, in 
contrast, is seen featur-
ing a quad camera setup 
at the rear. The power 
and volume buttons are 
seen placed on the left 
spine of the handsets. 
Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 
5 to Have an S-Pen Slot: 
Report Samsung is set to 
launch the Galaxy S23 
series on February 1 dur-
ing its Galaxy Unpacked 
2023 event. It will start at 
11:30pm IST and it will 
be livestreamed via the 
company’s official chan-
nels. The company has 
started pre-reservations 
for the upcoming flagship 
Galaxy S smartphones in 
India with a token pay-
ment of Rs. 1,999. Sam-
sung Galaxy S23 Series, 
Galaxy Book 3 Pre-Order 
Reservation Begins in 
US Although the compa-
ny hasn’t confirmed any 
specifications of Galaxy 
S23 smartphones, recent 
leaks suggest that the de-
vices will be powered by 
Qualcomm’s latest Snap-
dragon 8 Gen 2 SoC. 

Xiaomi Overhauls India Strategy After 
Samsung Steals Its Crown

Xiaomi is overhauling its 
India strategy after mis-
judging consumer tastes 
in mobile phones, a cost-
ly lapse that has allowed 
Samsung Electronics to 
pip the Chinese compa-
ny to the top spot in the 
world’s second biggest 
market for the devices. 
While Xiaomi remained 
focused on selling mobile 
phones under Rs. 10,000, 
Indian consumers were 
willing to pay up for bet-
ter looking models with 
richer features. South Ko-
rea’s Samsung launched 
products to meet those 
aspirations and offered 
innovative financing 
schemes that made them 
affordable to most. Those 
moves have helped Sam-
sung wrest leadership 
of India’s competitive 
mobile phones market 
from Xiaomi, with data 
from Hong Kong-based 
Counterpoint Research 
showing it had a 20 per-
cent market share for 
the last quarter of 2022 
compared to the Chinese 
company’s 18 percent. 
Redmi Note 10S, Poco 
F2 Pro Are Getting An-
droid 13-Based MIUI 
14 Update “The Indian 
market is witnessing a 

‘premiumisation’ trend. 
(But) Xiaomi has been 
caught underprepared for 
the shift with a budget 
phones-heavy portfolio,” 
said Tarun Pathak, a re-
search director at Coun-
terpoint. The loosening 
of Xiaomi’s vice-like 
grip on the 626 million 
Indian smartphone us-
ers - the second biggest 
after China - shows how 
companies that fail to 
cater to changing con-
sumer preferences in a 
fast-growing economy 
with rising disposable 
incomes are being pun-
ished. Most famously in 
India, Tata Motors’ Rs. 
100,000 Nano, billed as 
the world’s cheapest car, 
was shunned by con-
sumers who associated 
the low price tag with 
inferior quality. Govern-
ment Plans to Test Phone 
Security, Crack Down 
on Pre-Installed Apps 
Indians’ push for more 
expensive mobile phones 
to consume videos and 
other content will also 
benefit social media app 
providers such as Meta, 
and iPhone maker Ap-
ple, which so far has a 
tiny market share in the 
country due to its sole fo-

cus on high-end phones, 
priced from $605 (rough-
ly Rs. 50,000) to as high 
as $2,304 (roughly Rs. 
1,90,500), according to 
its website. According to 
Counterpoint, the market 
share of the sub-$120 
(roughly Rs. 10,000) 
phones in India fell to 26 
percent in 2022 from 41 
percent two years ago. 
And premium phones - 
priced above Rs. 30,000 
- saw their share double 
to 11 percent in the same 
period. Xiaomi and Sam-
sung both count India as a 
key growth market, with 
smartphones their top 
selling electronic device. 
The Chinese company 
recorded total revenue of 
$4.8 billion (roughly Rs. 
39,700 crore) in 2021-22 
in India, while Samsung 
registered $10.3 bil-

lion (roughly Rs. 85,230 
crore) in sales, of which 
$6.7 billion (roughly Rs. 
55,440 crore) came from 
smartphones. Here’s 
When the Xiaomi 13 Ul-
tra Could Be Launched in 
Global Markets Xiaomi, 
though, is already facing 
heat in India due to the 
departures of at least five 
senior executives, and 
increased government 
scrutiny amid frosty rela-
tions with neighbouring 
China. The company has 
$674 million (roughly Rs. 
5,580 crore) of its funds 
frozen by the country’s 
financial crime agency 
for alleged illegal remit-
tances to foreign entities, 
which Xiaomi denies. A 
Reuters check on prod-
uct listings on Xiaomi’s 
website showed the mis-
match between.

iPhone 15 Pro and iPhone 15 Pro Max Prices 
Could Increase for First Time Since 2017

iPhone 15 series — com-
prising the iPhone 15, 
iPhone 15 Plus, iPhone 15 
Pro, and iPhone 15 Pro Max 
— is likely to be unveiled 
sometime in September this 
year, based on the Cuper-
tino company’s previous 
launch schedules. However, 
unlike previous models, the 
iPhone 15 Pro and iPhone 
15 Pro Max models will 
come with a higher price 
tag, an analyst has claimed. 
The price increase could be 
attributed to several leaked 
hardware upgrades, includ-
ing a periscope camera, tita-
nium frame, solid-state but-
tons, and more RAM. The 
iPhone 15 Pro models are 
expected to be powered by a 
next-generation A17 Bionic 
chip. A report by MacRu-
mors citing a research note 
by analyst Jeff Pu, claims 
that the upcoming iPhone 
15 Pro models will be more 
expensive this year. The an-
alyst says that the increased 
cost may be because of 
several rumoured hardware 

upgrades. These upgrades 
could include a periscope 
lens, a new titanium frame, 
solid-state buttons with 
haptic feedback from ad-
ditional Taptic Engines, an 
A17 Bionic chip, and in-
creased RAM. Over the last 
five years, Apple has man-
aged to keep the starting 
price of its iPhone Pro mod-
els unchanged in the US. 
Due to the strong dollar, the 
latest iPhone models have 
become more expensive for 
buyers in countries outside 
the US. If the new report 
turns out to be true, it would 
be the first price increase 
of iPhone models in the 

US since the iPhone X was 
announced in 2017. This 
iPhone Model Became the 
Best-Selling Smartphone in 
2022: Counterpoint In the 
US market, the iPhone 14 
Pro was launched at $999 
(roughly Rs. 79,555) while 
the iPhone 14 Pro Max was 
priced at $1099 (roughly 
Rs. 87,530). The vanilla 
iPhone 14 price starts at 
$799 (roughly Rs. 63,700) 
and the iPhone 14 Plus 
starts at $899 (roughly Rs. 
71,600). In India, iPhone 
14 Pro pricing starts at Rs. 
1,29,900 with the top-of-
the-line iPhone 14 Pro Max 
priced at Rs. 1,39,900..

Tecno Phantom X2 5G review: A surprise 
package packed with power

Tecno as a brand is 
known for its budget 
and mid-budget smart-
phones. The company 
has a strong portfolio of 
smartphones consisting 
of devices such as Pova 
4 and the Camon 19 Pro 
series that offer features 
and performance in un-
der 25K price segment. 
But recently, the compa-
ny did something unex-
pected and unthinkable. 
It launched the Phantom 
X2 series and with that, 
the company took a leap 
to the premium mid-
budget smartphone seg-
ment. For the unversed, 
the Tecno Phantom 
X2 series includes two 
smartphones – the Phan-
tom X2 Pro 5G and the 
Phantom X2 5G, which 
is the star of this review, 
costs Rs 39,999 in In-
dia. Also Read - Intel 

launches 13th-gen Core 
i9 processor with 6GHz 
speed: Check details The 
Tecno Phantom X2 5G 
has all the hallmarks of 
a power performer – a 
curved-screen AMOLED 
display, a glass body, a 
high-end processor (Di-
mensity 9000), a 64MP 
triple camera setup, a 
large battery and 5G con-
nectivity to name a few. 
But it faces stiff compe-
tition from established 
rivals such as Xiaomi Mi 
11T Pro 5G, Asus ROG 
Phone 5s 5G, and OneP-
lus 10R. Also Read - Riot 
celebrates success of Val-
orant’s Indian agent Har-
bor by displaying Mural 
Art and Billboards across 
India Under the circum-
stances, the question 
isn’t if the phone is capa-
ble of delivering what it 
promises, but if it is able 

to stand tall against the 
competition. We will try 
to answer that and more 
in the detailed review be-
low. But before we get 
there, let’s take a look 
at its detailed specifica-
tions. Also Read - Micro-
soft Teams gets chat bub-
bles, 4K display support 
and more Tecno Phantom 
X2 5G specifications 
Display: 6.8-inch Curved 
AMOLED display with 
120Hz screen refresh 
rate, 1080×2400 resolu-
tion, Gorilla Glass Vic-
tus Processor: MediaTek 
Dimensity 9000 Storage: 
8GB of RAM, 5GB of 
extended RAM (13GB 
of LPDDR5 RAM) and 
256GB of UFS3.1 stor-
age Operating System: 
Android 12-based HiOS 
12.0 Camera: 64MP ul-
tra clear night portrait 
lens with RGBW sen-

sor + 13 MP wide angle 
lens + 2MP sensor, 32MP 
front camera Battery: 
5160mAH battery with 
45W wired charging sup-
port Connectivity: 5G, 
WiFi 6, Bluetooth v5.3, 
Colours: Moonlight Sil-
ver and Stardust Grey 
Tecno Phantom X2 5G 
review: Design There are 
a lot of smartphones in 
the premium mid-budget 
segment right now, but 
few have the beauty and 
the grace that sets them 
apart from the rest. Tec-
no Phantom X2 5G is 
among the few devices 
in its price segment that 
is simple yet incredibly 
elegant, which makes all 
the difference. The phone 
comes with a unibody 
double curved screen de-
sign with a 3.5D Lunar 
Crater Dazzling stained 
glass at the back, which 

Tecno says is inspired 
by moon’s craters. We 
got the Moonlight Sil-
ver colour variant, which 
blends perfectly with 
the theme. The Tecno 
Phantom X2 5G phone 
looks elegant and it is 
extremely comfortable 
to use. Its curved body 
design offers a strong yet 
comfortable grip and its 
glass back design eas-
ily protects it from dust 
and smudges. In addition 
to the design of the back 
glass, what stands tall in 
the design is the gigan-
tic rear camera module, 
which consists of a triple 
camera setup and an LED 
flash and an ‘X’ that is 
encased in a pill-shaped 
design. All of this, that 
is, the triple rear camera 
system and the LED flash 
module is housed inside 
a giant square-shaped .

WhatsApp to introduce a new 
feature on iOS

Meta-owned messag-
ing platform WhatsApp 
is widely rolling out the 
‘Text detection’ feature 
on iOS which allows us-
ers to extract text right 
out of an image. The 
company is rolling out 
this feature to everyone 
after installing the lat-
est WhatsApp for iOS 
23.5.77 update, reports 
WABetaInfo. Also Read 
- WhatsApp to release 
profile icons within 

group chats for Android 
WhatsApp to allow us-
ers to extract text from 
images When users 
open an image that con-
tains text, they will see 
a new button that allows 
them to copy text from 
the image. For privacy 
reasons, this feature is 
not compatible with the 
view once images. Also 
Read - WhatsApp to roll 
out ‘approve new par-
ticipants’ feature to beta 

testers whatsapp Image: 
WABetaInfo Last month, 
it was reported that the 
messaging platform was 
rolling out a sticker mak-
er tool on iOS, which al-
lows users to convert im-
ages into stickers. Also 
Read - WhatsApp roll-
ing out ‘multi-selection’ 
feature for messages on 
Windows beta The re-
port further adds, “As 
we explained in the ar-
ticle when the feature has 
been released to beta tes-
ters, this feature is only 
available on iOS 16 as 
WhatsApp uses iOS 16 
APIs to detect text within 
images. In addition, this 
feature is not compatible 
with view once images 
for added privacy.” Ear-
lier this week, WhatsApp 
was widely rolling out 
the ‘voice status updates’ 
feature.

Infinix GT 10 Pro With 260W Fast Charging Tipped 
to Launch in Q3 2023,  Key Specifications Leaked

Infinix GT 10 Pro will 
reportedly be launched 
later this year. The com-
pany recently launched 
the Infinix Zero 5G 2023 
and Infinix Zero 5G 2023 
Turbo smartphones as 
well as the Infinix Smart 
7 handset. Infinix also 
introduced the 260W 
All-Round FastCharge 
charging system, which 
is said to be the fastest 
wired smartphone char-
ger in the market. They 
also launched a 110W 
Wireless All-Round Fast-
Charge solution. Now, 
a report suggests that 
the company will soon 
launch the Infinix GT 10 
Pro in the coming months 
and has hinted at some 
of the key specifications 
of the purported device. 
The Chinese smartphone 
maker is likely to launch 

the GT 10 Pro smartphone 
with 260W fast charging 
support in the third quar-
ter of 2023, according to 
a MySmartPrice report. 
The report cites reliable 
tipster Paras Guglani and 
it also suggests the key 
specifications of the up-
coming device. Earlier 
this month the tipster had 
suggested that the com-
pany was likely to intro-
duce the Infinix GT series 
soon. According to the 
report, the Infinix GT 10 
Pro will sport a 6.8-inch 
curved AMOLED dis-
play with a refresh rate 
of 120Hz. The phone re-
portedly bears the model 
number X6739 and is 
expected to be powered 
by MediaTek’s Dimen-
sity 9000 chipset that 
was announced last year. 
The phone is likely to run 

Android 13 out-of-the-
box. Infinix Hot 30i India 
Launch Set for March 27: 
Here’s the First Look The 
upcoming handset by In-
finix is also expected to 
sport a 200-megapixel 
camera unit with opti-
cal image stabilisation 
(OIS) support. The de-
vice is also expected to 
be equipped with 12GB 
of RAM and 256GB of 
internal storage, as per 
the report. The Infinix 
GT 10 Pro may pack a 
5000mAh battery unit 
and the report suggests it 
will come with 260W fast 
charging support, which 
is said to be the fastest 
smartphone charger in 
the market. Notably, In-
finix recently launched 
the 260W All-Round 
FastCharge charging sys-
tem, along with a 110W 

Wireless All-Round 
FastCharge solution. 
The 260W wired charg-
ing solution can charge a 
battery from 0 to 25 per-
cent in one minute and 
to 100 percent in eight 
minutes. Infinix 260W 
Wired, 110W Wireless 
Fast Chargers Launched: 
Details Infinix Zero 5G 
2023 Turbo First Im-
pressions: Worth It? The 
Infinix Zero Ultra has a 
decent set of specifica-
tions on paper, but does 

the phone justify its high 
asking price? We discuss 
this and more on Orbital, 
the Gadgets 360 pod-
cast. Orbital is available 
on Spotify, Gaana, Jio-
Saavn, Google Podcasts, 
Apple Podcasts, Ama-
zon Music and wherever 
you get your podcasts. or 
night. This model comes 
with an adjustable warm 
light that makes it easier 
to read at night. Buy now 
at: Rs. 11,499 (MRP Rs. 
13,999) Echo Dot 3rd 
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GAIL wins bankruptcy court nod to 
acquire JBF Petrochemicals

ndia’s largest gas firm 
GAIL has won a nod of 
the country’s bankruptcy 
court to acquire insolvent 
private-sector chemi-
cal company JBF Pet-
rochemicals Ltd for Rs 
2,079 crore, helping the 
state-owned firm expand 
its footprint in the pet-
rochemical business. In 
a stock exchange filing, 
GAIL (India) Ltd said the 
Ahmedabad bench of the 
National Company Law 
Tribunal (NCLT) has 
approved the resolution 
plan it had submitted af-

ter JBF was auctioned by 
lenders to recover unpaid 
dues. GAIL had outbid 
a consortium of Indian 
Oil Corporation (IOC) 
and Oil and Natural Gas 
Corporation (ONGC) 
in the insolvency pro-
cess run by IDBI Bank 
to recover Rs 5,628 
crore of dues to financial 
and operational credi-
tors. “Resolution plan 
of GAlL (India) Limited 
has been approved by 
NCLT, Ahmedabad,” it 
said. “The closing of the 
transaction is yet to take 

place and we are in pro-
cess of implementation 
of the Resolution Plan in 
terms of the schedule as 
approved by the NCLT, 
Ahmedabad Bench.” 
JBF Petrochemicals was 
incorporated in 2008 
to set up a 1.25 million 
tonne per annum capac-
ity purified terephthalic 
acid plant at Mangalore 
Special Economic Zone. 
Also Read: M3M India 
acquires 3-acre land in 
Noida for Rs 250 crore; 
to invest Rs 350 crore 
more on development 
IDBI and other banks 
had lent JBF money to 
build the PTA plant for 
USD 603.81 million with 
technology support from 
BP and 50,000 tonnes per 
month of the feedstock 
of paraxylene from state-
controlled chemical pro-
ducer OMPL. The plant, 

which is a backward inte-
gration project for JBF In-
dustries’ polyester plants, 
was commissioned in 
2017 but stopped opera-
tions after the company 
defaulted on its loans in 
the same year. The de-
fault led to the lenders 
dragging it to corporate 
insolvency and bank-
ruptcy (IBC). Lenders 
and operational creditors, 
including employees, 
claimed Rs 7,918 crore 
in dues but only Rs 5,628 
crore in dues, including 
Rs 712 crore towards op-
erational creditors were 
admitted. Initially three 
parties - a consortium of 
IOC-ONGC, MPCI Pvt 
Ltd and GAIL - submit-
ted bids in August 2022 
to acquire JBF. They 
were asked to improve 
their financial proposals 
and cure.

Mindpsace REIT raises Rs 550 cr through 
green bonds to refinance loans

Mindspace Business 
Parks REIT (Mindspace 
REIT) has raised Rs 550 
crore through an issue of 
green bonds. In a regu-
latory filing, Mindpsace 
REIT stated that the Ex-
ecutive Committee of 
the manager (K Raheja 
Corp Investment Manag-
ers LLP) has approved 
the allotment of 55,000 
green debt securities in 
the form of listed, rated, 
secured, noncumulative, 
taxable, transferable, re-
deemable non-convert-
ible debentures of Rs 1 
lakh each aggregating to 
Rs 550 crore by way of 
the private placement. 
The tenure of the Non-
Convertible Debentures 
is three years and thirty 
days at a fixed quarterly 
coupon of 8.02 per cent 
per annum payable quar-
terly. The issue saw par-

ticipation from leading 
insurers, mutual funds, 
and other investor class-
es. The proceeds will be 
used towards refinancing 
loans availed by one of 
the asset SPVs (special 
purpose vehicle) to fund 
the eligible green proj-
ects. Mindspace Business 
Parks REIT, sponsored 
by the K Raheja Corp 
Group, got listed on the 
bourses in August 2020. 
It owns office portfolios 
located Mumbai Region, 
Pune, Hyderabad, and 
Chennai. Mindspace 
REIT has a portfolio of 
32 million square feet 
area, comprising 25.6 
million square feet of 
completed area, 1.8 mil-
lion square feet of area 
under construction and 
4.6 million square feet 
of future development.t 
needs to be made.

Credit Suisse to borrow $54 billion 
from Swiss central bank

Credit Suisse (CSGN.S) 
on Thursday said it 
would borrow up to $54 
billion from the Swiss 
central bank to shore up 
its liquidity and investor 
confidence after a slump 
in its shares intensified 
fears about a global fi-
nancial crisis. The Swiss 
bank’s announcement 
helped stem heavy sell-
ing in financial markets 
in Asian morning trade 
on Thursday, following 
torrid sessions in Europe 
and the United States 
overnight as investors 
fretted about a run on 
global bank deposits. In 
its statement early Thurs-
day, Credit Suisse said it 
would exercise its option 
to borrow from the Swiss 
National Bank up to 50 
billion Swiss francs ($54 
billion). That followed 
assurances from authori-
ties in the private bank-
ing hub on Wednesday 

that Credit Suisse met 
“the capital and liquidity 
requirements imposed on 
systemically important 
banks” and that it could 
access central bank li-
quidity if needed. Credit 
Suisse is the first major 
global bank to be given 
such a lifeline since the 
2008 financial crisis - 
though central banks 
have extended liquidity 
more generally to banks 
during times of market 
stress including the coro-
navirus pandemic. Asian 
stocks were hit by Wall 
Street’s tumble on Thurs-
day and investors bought 
gold, bonds and the dol-
lar. While the bank’s an-
nouncement helped trim 
some of those losses, 
trade was volatile and 
sentiment fragile. “It 
does help. It removes 
an immediate risk. But 
it confronts us with an-
other choice. The more 

we do this, the more we 
blunt monetary policy, 
the more we have to live 
with higher inflation -- 
and what is it going to be” 
said Damien Boey, Chief 
Equity Strategist at Bar-
renjoey in Sydney. “Do 
bailouts make things bet-
ter On the one hand, you 
are removing a source of 
risk to the markets which 
is a clear and present dan-
ger. On the other hand 
we are feeding into this 
paradigm of monetary 
policy bucking within 
itself.” The Swiss bank’s 
problems have shifted 
the focus for investors 
and regulators from the 
United States to Europe, 
where Credit Suisse led 
a selloff in bank shares 
after its largest investor 
said it could not provide 
more financial assistance 
because of regulatory 
constraints. The con-
cerns about Credit Suisse 
added to broader bank-
ing sector fears sparked 
by last week’s collapse 
of Silicon Valley Bank 
(SIVB.O) and Signature 
Bank, two U.S. mid-size 
firms. Credit Suisse’s 
borrowing will be made 
under the covered loan 
facility and a short-term 
liquidity facility, fully 
collateralised by high 
quality assets. It also an-
nounced offers for senior 

debt securities for cash 
of up to 3 billion francs. 
“This additional liquidity 
would support Credit Su-
isse’s core businesses and 
clients as Credit Suisse 
takes the necessary steps 
to create a simpler and 
more focused bank built 
around client needs,” the 
bank said. Investor focus 
is also on any action by 
central banks and other 
regulators elsewhere to 
restore confidence in 
the banking system as 
well as any exposure 
businesses may have 
to Credit Suisse. SVP’s 
demise last week, fol-
lowed by that of Signa-
ture Bank two days later, 
sent global bank stocks 
on a roller-coaster ride 
this week, with investors 
discounting assurances 
from U.S. President Joe 
Biden and emergency 
steps giving banks access 
to more funding. FINMA 
and the Swiss central 
bank said there were no 
indications of a direct 
risk of contagion for 
Swiss institutions from 
U.S. banking market 
turmoil. On Wednesday, 
Credit Suisse shares led 
a 7% fall in the European 
banking index (.SX7P), 
while five-year credit de-
fault swaps (CADS) for 
the flagship Swiss bank 
hit a new record high. 

The investor exit for the 
doors prompted fears of 
a broader threat to the 
financial system, and 
two supervisory sourc-
es told Reuters that the 
European Central Bank 
had contacted banks on 
its watch to quiz them 
about their exposures to 
Credit Suisse. The U.S. 
Treasury also said it is 
monitoring the situation 
around Credit Suisse and 
is in touch with global 
counterparts, a Trea-
sury spokesperson said. 
‘FLIGHT TO SAFETY’ 
Rapid rises in interest 
rates have made it harder 
for some businesses to 
pay back or service loans, 
increasing the chances of 
losses for lenders who 
are also worried about 
a recession. Traders are 
now betting that the Fed-
eral Reserve, which just 
last week was expected 
to accelerate its interest-
rate-hike campaign in 
the face of persistent in-
flation, may be forced 
to hit pause and even re-
verse course. Bets on a 
large European Central 
Bank interest-rate hike 
at Thursday’s meeting 
also evaporated quickly 
as the Credit Suisse rout 
fanned fears about the 
health of Europe’s bank-
ing sector. Money market 
pricing suggested trad-

Fuji Electric India sets up new factory    
in Tamil Nadu; to hire 250 people

Fuji Electric India, a 
leader in industrial au-
tomation and provider 
of energy efficient solu-
tions, has inaugurated a 
state-of-the-art factory 
in Tamil Nadu, set up 
at an investment of Rs 
150 crore, a top official 
said. The factory, spread 
across 65,000 sq ft in 
Perungudi along the Old 
Mahabalipuram Road in 
the city, would produce 
drives and other compo-
nents required for indus-
tries engaged in cement 
production, as well as 
heating, ventilation and 
air-conditioning, among 
others. Fuji Electric In-
dia produces automation 
products for various ap-
plications. The company 
is a leading supplier of 
drives and automation 
products in both domes-
tic and overseas markets. 
“This new facility will 

remain a testimony to our 
relentless efforts to im-
prove all aspects of our 
operations and to main-
tain our status as one of 
the best in the industry,” 
CEO Shivaji Waghmare 
said on Wednesday. The 
company said it would 
hire over 250 employ-
ees for the new factory. 
Click Here For Latest 
Updates On Stock Mar-
ket | Zee Business Live 
“The investment put into 
setting up this modern 
manufacturing plant in 
India will fulfil our vi-
sion to manufacture au-
tomation products, help 
us meet customers’ de-
mands and also propel 
us into becoming a Rs 
1,500 crore company by 
the end of 2024,” Fuji 
Electric India managing 
director Yosuke Ishizaka 
said. “Initially, we will 
be recruiting more than 

250 employees for the 
new factory. With all the 
factors working to our 
advantage, we are ex-
pected to grow by over 
25 per cent in the coming 
years,” he said. Built at a 
cost of Rs 150 crore, the 
factory would produce 
3,500 drives per month 
in a single shift. The fa-
cility is fully automated 
and has the capacity to 
produce a range of prod-
ucts on a scale of 0.4kW 
to 75kW. Fuji Electric 
India director Kentaroh 
Yamaguchi said the new 
facility was a product of 
extensive interaction and 
participation of execu-
tives. “Some of the criti-
cal equipment has been 
imported from Japan to 
match manufacturing 
processes between Fuji 
Electric India and Fuji 
Electric.” Yamaguchi 
said.

SJVN, Indian Oil To Form JV For Renewable 
Energy Projects

Credit Suisse to borrow $54 billion 
from Swiss central bank

New Delhi: A few days 
ago, Amazon CEO Andy 
Jassy confirmed rumours 
of the company’s latest 
round of layoffs. More 
than 18,000 employees 
from a variety of nations, 
including India, will be 
let go by the computer 
giant. According to prior 
estimates, the corpora-
tion may present the 
exit door to more than 
1000 Indian employees. 
An employee at one of 
Amazon’s Indian loca-
tions recounted the de-
pressing atmosphere at 
the company when lay-
offs started, saying that 
employees can be heard 

“sobbing and breaking 
down in the office.” An 
employee who used a 
fictitious name posted 
the article on Grapevine, 
a social network for In-
dian professionals. The 
message read, “Roughly 
75 percent of my crew 
is gone. Despite being 
in the final 25 percent, I 
no longer feel inspired 
to work. In cabins, they 
are firing people. In the 
office, there are crying 
people. HUGE Layoffs: 
THIS company to fire 
employees soon; Read 
details here) close to In-
dia sources The layoffs, 
which have affected of-

fices in Bengaluru, Gu-
rugram, and other cit-
ies, are occurring across 
a number of divisions, 
Today Tech had earlier 
revealed. The teams that 
suffer losses are those 
who are most negatively 
affected. Both new hires 
and seasoned work-
ers are being ordered 
to go. (Also Read: 10 
BIG companies that did 
MASSIVE lay offs re-
cently) The company 
had employed workers 
“rapidly over the prior 
several years,” according 
to Amazon CEO Andy 
Jassy, but this year’s 
evaluation had been 

more “challenging due to 
the uncertain economy.” 
“S-team and I are acutely 
aware of how tough it is 
for people to lose their 
roles, and we don’t make 
these decisions lightly or 
undervalue the potential 
impact they may have 
on people’s lives. We are 
offering packages that 
include a separation pay-
ment, temporary health 
insurance coverage, and 
outside job placement 
assistance in an effort to 
support people who are 
impacted. job placement 
assistance in an effort to 
support people who are 
impacted.

State-owned SJVN has 
inked an initial pact with 
India Oil Corp. to form a 
joint venture for devel-
oping renewable energy 
projects. SJVN Chairman 
and Managing Director 
Nand Lal Sharma said 
in a statement that SJVN 
has entered into an MoU 
with Indian Oil Corp. to 
form a joint venture. The 
JV company will engage 
in the development of 
renewable energy proj-
ects, which include solar, 
wind, hydro and hybrid 
power projects, it said. 
The company will also 
develop energy storage 
systems, such as battery 
storage and pumped stor-

age projects for the supply 
of round-the-clock pow-
er. The JV company will 
also venture into electric 
mobility infrastructure, 
and the production of 
green hydrogen and other 
green synthetic fuels. He 
said the power produced 
by the projects of this 
JV will also help in the 
mitigation of the carbon 
footprint of IOCL. Shar-
ma further said in line 
with the targets set by the 
government, SJVN has 
ambitious goals for the 
development of renew-
able energy. This MOU 
will be a step towards 
meeting SJVN’s targets 
of developing renewable 

energy as well as IOCL’s 
target to achieve net-zero 
operational emissions by 
the year 2046. The MOU 
was signed by RK Gupta, 
Chief GM, SJVN, and 
Shantanu Gupta, Execu-
tive Director, IOCL, in 
the presence of Shrikant 
Madhav Vaidya, Chair-
man, IOCL and Geeta 
Kapoor, Director (Per-
sonnel) SJVN. The MoU 
was signed at the Green 
Energy Conclave organ-
ised by IOCL here. On 
this occasion, senior of-
ficers from SJVN and 
IOCL were also present. 
SJVN has expanded and 
diversified in hydro, ther-
mal, solar & wind Energy 

sectors, power transmis-
sion & power trading. It 
has emerged as a major 
public sector power en-
tity in the Indian power 
scenario. Currently, 
the project portfolio of 
SJVN is around 46,879 
MW, executing around 
75 projects in India and 
Nepal, and is moving 
towards achieving the 
shared vision of generat-
ing 50,000 MW by 2040. 
target to achieve net-zero 
operational emissions by 
the year 2046. The MOU 
was signed by RK Gupta, 
Chief GM, SJVN, and 
Shantanu Gupta, Execu-
tive Director, IOCL, in 
the presence.
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Champions League 2023: Benzema Strikes As 
Madrid Beat Liverpool To Enter QF

There was no historic 
comeback for Liverpool. 
Real Madrid’s title de-
fense in the Champions 
League rolls into the 
quarterfinals. Liverpool 
never really came close 
to overcoming its three-
goal deficit from the 
first leg against the title-
holders at the Santiago 
Bernabéu Stadium on 
Wednesday, losing 1-0 to 
end its hopes of another 
run to the final. Karim 
Benzema scored late and 

Madrid advanced to the 
last eight for the third 
straight season with a 6-2 
aggregate score follow-
ing a 5-2 win from the 
first leg in England, when 
it rallied from two goals 
down early in the first 
half. Liverpool was try-
ing to pull off something 
never done before in the 
Champions League — 
erase a three-goal loss as 
a visitor. Only five times 
the team that lost at home 
rallied in the second leg 

in Europe’s top club com-
petition. “You needed a 
special performance and 
we didn’t show a special 
performance,” Liverpool 
manager Jurgen Klopp 
said. “In moments, it 
was a good performance, 
but Real Madrid was the 
team in control the whole 
game. Madrid was the 
better team and deserved 
to advance.” The only 
time Madrid failed to 
advance in the Champi-
ons League after winning 
the first leg on the road 
was in 2019, when it was 
eliminated by Ajax in the 
round of 16. It had won 
six of its last seven match-
es against Liverpool in 
the tournament, drawing 
another. “It was the type 
of match we wanted,” 
Madrid coach Carlo An-
celotti said. “It was dif-
ficult for them to press up 
front. The team played 
well, it was focused from 
the start.” Napoli defeat-
ed Eintracht Frankfurt 
3-0 in the other round-
of-16 match on Wednes-

day to join Madrid, AC 
Milan, Bayern Munich, 
Benfica, Chelsea, Inter 
Milan and Manchester 
City in the draw for the 
quarterfinals on Friday. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like Ba-
sics of DSA: Stacks & 
Queues - Free Live Mas-
terclass Scaler Academy 
Looking for 2bhk Interi-
ors? Book a Free Design 
Session Now! HomeLane 
Benzema scored from 
close range after a pass 
by Vinícius Júnior in 
the 79th minute. The 
France striker, who had 
missed Madrid’s Span-
ish league win against 
Espanyol last weekend 
because of an injury, has 
scored 13 goals in his last 
eight Champions League 
knockout stage matches. 
He limped during the 
goal celebration.but said 
afterward it was just a 
knock. “It was a com-
plicated match, against 
a good opponent,” Ben-
zema said. “We showed 
from the start that we 

wanted to attack, so it 
was a good match for 
the fans and we are into 
the quarterfinals.” Liv-
erpool came out with an 
attack-minded lineup 
and showed its intentions 
early, with Darwin Núñez 
forcing Madrid goal-
keeper Thibaut Courtois 
to make a tough save 
on a breakaway seven 
minutes into the match. 
It was an open match at 
the Bernabéu and Madrid 
had its chances as well, 
with Eduardo Camavinga 
coming close to scoring 
in the 20th with a shot 
from outside the area that 
struck the crossbar after 
a deflection by Alisson 
Becker. The Liverpool 
goalkeeper also stopped 
a chance by Madrid for-
ward Vinícius Júnior in 
the first half and another 
in the second in a one-
on-one situation with 
midfielder Federico Val-
verde. Klopp kept trying 
to push his team forward 
from the sideline, but 
as the minutes passed it 

Morocco confirm joint bid for 
2030 FIFA World Cup

North African nation Mo-
rocco will join forces with 
Spain and Portugal in a 
three-way bid to host the 
2030 soccer World Cup, of-
ficials confirmed on Tues-
day (March 14). Spain and 
Portugal had initially been 
joined by Ukraine as a po-
tential partner for their 2030 
bid, but with the latter’s 
war with Russia having no 
end in sight, Morocco have 
stepped in. “I would like to 
announce that the Kingdom 
of Morocco has decided, 
together with Spain and 
Portugal, to present a joint 
bid to host the 2030 World 
Cup,” Morocco’s King Mo-
hammed VI said in a letter 
read by the country’s min-
ister of sport Chakib Ben-
moussa in Kigali, where 
soccer body FIFA hosts its 
73rd Congress on Thursday 
(March 16). “This joint bid, 
which is unprecedented in 
football history, will bring 
together Africa and Europe, 
the northern and southern 
Mediterranean, and the Af-
rican, Arab and Euro-Med-
iterranean worlds,” added 
Benmoussa. Morocco have 
bid for several World Cup 
finals in the past, coming 
closest in the race to stage 
the 2010 tournament where 
they lost out to South Afri-

ca. They stunned the world 
at the tournament in Qatar 
last year when they became 
the first African side to 
reach the semi-finals before 
losing to France and even-
tually finishing in fourth 
behind Croatia. The African 
nation also hosted the 2022 
Club World Cup, which 
was delayed due to the Qa-
tar World Cup and held last 
month. ALSO READ | WPL 
2023: EXPLAINED! How 
Smriti Mandhana’s RCB 
can still qualify for playoffs 
after five successive defeats 
“I am here with a great 
emotion in front of you. A 
great emotion because per-
sonally – of course, as you 
know, you’ve said it – I 
don’t feel African, I am Af-

rican. And more particular-
ly, I am Rwandan and Mo-
roccan. And also for all the 
other 52 (African federa-
tions) too, of course,” FIFA 
President Gianni Infantino 
added. There is one other 
confirmed joint bid for the 
2030 finals from South 
American nations Argen-
tina, Paraguay, Chile and 
Uruguay. The latter hosted 
the first World Cup finals in 
1930. The 2026 World Cup 
will be co-hosted by the 
United States, Mexico and 
Canada with 48 teams play-
ing a total of 104 matches. 
FIFA approved a new for-
mat on Tuesday with 12 
groups where the top two 
teams and eight best third-
placed teams moving.

Benzema’s Real Madrid vs Liverpool UEFA 
Champions League Match LIVE Streaming

Real Madrid are set to 
lock horns with Liver-
pool in their second leg 
of the UEFA Champions 
League Round of 16 fix-
ture at the Santiago Bern-
abeu on Thursday (March 
16). In the previous 
clash, Liverpool lost the 
match 5-2 when as Karim 
Benzema’s side made a 
stunning comeback in 
the game after going 2-0 
down inside the first 15 
minutes. In what looks 
like an impossible task, 
Jurgen Klopp’s team will 
look to bounce back in 
this fixture just like Los 
Blancos did in the first 
leg. The Reds have had 
a below-par season so 
far as they are out of the 
Premier League race and 
their qualification chanc-
es in the UCL is also not 
confirmed as they are 
currently sixth in the EPL 
standings. On the other 
hand, despite provid-
ing inspirational perfor-
mances in the Champions 
League, Carlo Ance-
lotti’s Real Madrid are 

trailing in their domes-
tic competition as rivals 
FC Barcelona are ahead 
of them with a 9-point 
lead. (UEFA Champions 
League: Shocking! Lio-
nel Messi’s PSG Team-
mate Was Caught Drunk 
At Training Before 
Bayern Munich Clash) 
Checkout Real Madrid 
vs Liverpool UEFA 
Champions League: 
Livestream match details 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like 
Whisper circles help fight 
child marriage in India 
Our Better World Ex-
clusive Chance for Indi-
ans Born Between 1942 
- 1971: Don’t Miss Out 
Insistent savings When 
is the UEFA Champions 
League 2022-23 match 
between Real Madrid vs 
Liverpool? The UEFA 
Champions League 
2022-23 match between 
Real Madrid vs Liver-
pool will take place on 
Wednesday (March 16). 
(Lionel Messi’s Netf-
lix Series: World Cup 

Champion To Earn More 
Than Cristiano Ronaldo, 
Georgina Rodriguez? 
Check Here) What time 
is the UEFA Champions 
League 2022-23 match 
between Real Madrid vs 
Liverpool? The UEFA 
Champions League 
2022-23 match between 
Real Madrid vs Liver-
pool will take place at 
1:30 AM (IST). Where 
is the UEFA Champions 
League 2022 match be-
tween Real Madrid vs 
Liverpool taking place? 
The UEFA Champions 
League 2022 match be-
tween Real Madrid vs 

Liverpool will take place 
at the Santiago Berna-
beu. Where can I watch 
the UEFA Champions 
League 2022-23 match 
between Real Madrid vs 
Liverpool? The UEFA 
Champions League 
2022-23 match between 
Real Madrid vs Liver-
pool will be telecast live 
on Sony Channels in In-
dia. How do I live stream 
Real Madrid vs Liver-
pool UEFA Champions 
League 2022-23 match? 
The live streaming of 
the UEFA Champions 
League 2022-23 match 
between Real Madrid vs 

Sunil Chhetri To Retire? Stimac Makes Big 
Statement On India Captain’s Career

Rafael Nadal vs Jack Draper in Australia 
Open 2023 Live Streaming

A new era on Melbourne 
Park’s blue hardcourts will 
begin on Monday when 
Rafa Nadal begins his Aus-
tralian Open title defence 
against young Briton Jack 
Draper. Spanish player Ra-
fael Nadal carries the torch 
for the waning golden age 
at the first Grand Slam after 
Serena Williams’ “devel-
oping away” from tennis 
and Roger Federer’s retire-
ment as he competes for his 
third Grand Slam victory 
at Melbourne Park. The 
36-year-old is ranked third 
at Rod Laver Arena and is 
playing on the same centre 
court where, a year ago, 
he performed the “miracle 
of Melbourne” by defeat-
ing Daniil Medvedev in a 
five-set classic after fall-
ing behind two sets to love. 
Also Read: Ishan Kishan’s 
girlfriend Aditi Hundia 
celebrates her 25th birth-
day: Here’s all you need 

to know about Miss India 
finalist - In Pics But tennis 
moves rapidly, as Nadal 
noted on Saturday. The top 
seed conceded his title de-
fence was vulnerable to an 
early shock following two 
straight losses in the lead-
up because he had only one 
victory since the U.S. Open 
in September. Draper, 21, is 
a young man on the move 
who recently entered the 
top 40 after making it to the 
semifinals of the Adelaide 
II tournament last week. 
He has defeated a number 
of elite players in the past, 
including Stefanos Tsitsipas 
and Felix Auger-Aliassime. 
Match Details Rafael Nadal 
vs Jack Draper Australian 
Open 2023 First round·Rod 
Laver Arena January 16, 
Monday, 9 AM IST, When 
will Rafael Nadal vs Jack 
Draper in Australia Open 
2023 take place? Monday, 
January 16 Where will Ra-

fael Nadal vs Jack Draper 
in Australia Open 2023 
take place? Rod Laver Are-
na by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like Click 
here to see new Investment 
opportunities for Indians. 
Hoxton Capital Advance 
your career in Data Science 
upGrad | IIIT Bangalore At 
what time Rafael Nadal vs 
Jack Draper in Australia 
Open 2023 will start? 9 AM 
IST Where to watch Rafael 
Nadal vs Jack Draper in 
Australia Open 2023? The 
Australian Open 2023 will 
be broadcasted on ESPN, 
ESPN2, and the ESPN fam-
ily of networks. Check out 
the ESPN app and ESPN.
com to watch the ESPN 
family of networks. You 
can use your smartphone, 
tablet, laptop, connected 
TV, or video game console 
to access the app or web-
site. Sony Pictures Net-
works India will continue 

to broadcast the Australian 
Open from 2023. With this, 
the broadcaster will have 
TV and digital rights for 
the global sporting event 
across the Indian subcon-
tinent including Afghani-
stan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Nepal, Maldives, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka. The grand 
slam will be available on 
SPN’s sports channels as 
well as live-streamed on 
its OTT platform SonyLIV. 
Who has won the Austra-
lian Open title most times? 
Serbian Novak Djokovic, 
who plays men’s singles, 
has won nine Australian 
Open titles. Following him 
are six-time winners Roy 
Emerson and Roger Feder-
er. With 11 titles, Margaret 
Court from Australia tops 
the women’s singles chart. 
With seven titles, American 
Serena Williams comes in 
second place after the leg-
endary.Australian player. 

PV Sindhu’s Losing Run Continues, Shuttler 
Crashes Out Of All England Open

There was no end to PV 
Sindhu’s poor run as the 
star Indian shuttler made 
a first round exit from 
the All England Cham-
pionships after losing to 
Zhang Yi Man of China 
in straight games on 
Wednesday. The world 
number nine Sindhu, a 
double Olympic medal-
list, lost 17-21 11-21 in 
the 39-minute women’s 
singles contest. This is 
the third time that Sindhu 
has lost her first round 
match this year. She had 
lost to Carolina Marin 
of Spain in Malaysia 
Open in January before 
exiting the Indian Open 
at the same stage in the 
same month. She had 
recently parted ways 
with her coach Park Tae-
sang of Korea, under 
whose guidance she won 

a bronze at the Tokyo 
Olympics. Also Read | 
PV Sindhu Sacks Coach 
Who Helped Her Win 
Second Olympics Medal 
After Recent Disappoint-
ments Sindhu was rusty 
and subdued throughout 
the match with her world 
number 17 opponent 
showing more agility and 
attacking intent. There 
was not much to differ-
entiate initially between 
the two who had 1-1 
head-to-head record be-
fore Wednesday’s match. 
Sindhu led 6-5 and then 
made it 16-13. But the 
Chinese shuttler won 
seven straight points to 
lead 20-16 before taking 
the first game in 21 min-
utes. In the second game, 
the two players were tied 
5-5 but Sindhu commit-
ted a few unforced errors 

and was soon down 5-10. 
Sindhu recovered a bit to 
trail 7-11 but was soon 
down 9-16 before los-
ing the second game and 
the match. Earlier during 
the day, India’s women’s 
doubles pair of Treesa 
Jolly and Gayatri Gopi-
chand Pullela stunned 
seventh seeded Thai-
land duo of Jongkolphan 
Kititharakul and Rawin-

da Prajongjai 21-18 21-
14 in a 46-minute first 
round match. The Indian 
duo will meet the Japa-
nese pair of Yuki Fuku-
shima and Sayaka Hirota 
in the pre-quarterfinals. 
On Tuesday, Lakshya 
Sen and HS Prannoy 
had won their respective 
men’s singles first round 
matches.

ndian football team head 
coach Igor Stimac feels 
that Sunil Chhetri, a leg-
endary striker, “may be 
playing the final season” 
of his brilliant career. 
The Indian senior men`s 
team will be back in ac-
tion on home soil after 
nine months, in the Tri-
Nation Football Tourna-
ment from March 22. 
Imphal will welcome 
the Blue Tigers (106 in 
FIFA Rankings) for the 
first time, and the tour-
nament will also feature 
Myanmar (159 in FIFA 
Rankings) and the Kyr-
gyz Republic (94 in FIFA 
Rankings). A week be-

fore the first game, the-
aiff.com caught up with 
Stimac in the National 
camp in Kolkata. “Sunil 
Chhetri was nowhere 
to be seen this season. 
He was on the bench, 
waiting, preparing him-
self, working to take his 
weight down a few kilos, 
which is very difficult to 
handle at this age. But 
when it was most needed, 
he was there for his club, 
helping them, and tak-
ing them to the finals. He 
scored the most decisive 
goals. At his age, this will 
probably be his farewell 
from football. I`m quite 
sure that the upcoming 

months will be the best 
for Sunil Chhetri,” AIFF 
quoted Stimac as saying. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like 
Add a ‘Dr.’ to your name 
Golden Gate University 
Indian Call Center Ser-
vice Provider Best Call 
Center Along with Chhe-
tri, the Indian team has 
two other veteran stars 
central defender Sandesh 
Jhingan and goalkeeper 
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu, 
and Stimac understands 
that the core group of 
players will likely change 
in the near future. “Along 
with him, Sandesh (Jhin-
gan) and Gurpreet (Singh 
Sandhu) are the core 
strength of our team. I`ve 
never hidden that. I was 
never running away from 
the truth. They are free 
guys, with great charac-
ters, strong mindsets and 
a good mentality, which 
is a basic platform for us 
to build the team around. 
But of course, we need to 
keep their age in mind. 
Obviously, Sunil may be 
playing his last season, 
and definitely his last 

Asian Cup. Gurpreet and 
Sandesh may be there 
for four, or five years,” 
he added. Team India 
will train in Kolkata in 
a five-day camp, before 
travelling to Imphal, 
where they will play the 
Tri-Nation International 
Football Tournament, 
at the Khuman Lampak 
Stadium from March 22 
to 28, with Myanmar and 
Krygyz Republic being 
the two opponents. “But 
the rest of the team is 
just comprised of young-
sters. They are our future, 
which is amazing because 
that`s something which 
we can build on. We need 
to be patient with them. 
And I`m quite sure that 
the experience our young 
players have got in the 
last four years will serve 
them well at the Asian 
Cup,” said the Indian 
head coach. “In my first 
two years, we gave the 
chance to many players. 
It seemed to many people 
and followers. of foot-
ball in India that we were 
somehow experimenting. 
No.
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Shazam Fury of the Gods complete 
character guide! Of heroes and villains

The DC movie Shazam! 
Fury of the Gods is 
knocking at the doors. 
The 12th movie in the 
DCEU, the film serves 
as the sequel to 2019’s 
Shazam! and brings back 
Asher Angel and Zach-
ary Levi as two forms 
of the titular superhero. 
When Billy Batson (An-
gel)  speaks the wizard’s 
name - “Shazam” - he is 
transformed into an adult 
superhero with incredible 
strength, speed, and agil-
ity. Shazam also has the 
ability to shoot lightning 
bolts from his hands and 
is invulnerable to most 

forms of physical harm. 
Director David F Sand-
berg also comes back. 
Henry Gayden, the scribe 
of the first film, is joined 
by Chris Morgan as co-
writer. Billy Batson/
Shazam Played by Asher 
Angel and Zachary Levi 
respectively, Billy Bat-
son is a teenage orphan 
who has the ability to 
transform into the adult 
superhero Shazam. As 
Shazam, he possesses in-
credible strength, speed, 
and agility, as well as the 
ability to shoot lightning 
bolts from his hands. 
Freddy Freeman/Shazam 

Played by Jack Dylan 
Grazer, Freddy Freeman 
is Billy’s best friend and 
foster brother. He is a su-
perhero fanatic and helps 
Billy learn how to use 
his powers as Shazam. 
Mary Bromfield/Shazam 
Played by Grace Fulton, 
Mary Bromfield is Billy’s 
older foster sister and can 
also transform into the 
superhero Shazam. As 
Shazam, she possesses 
similar powers to Billy, 
including strength, speed, 
and lightning bolts. Also 
Read: Will the Shazam 
franchise survive? Zach-
ary Levi reflects on the 
fate of his DC Charac-
ter Pedro Pena/Shazam 
Played by Jovan Armand, 
Pedro Pena is another 
one of Billy’s foster sib-
lings and can also trans-
form into the superhero 
Shazam. As Shazam, he 
has the same powers as 
Billy and Mary. Eugene 
Choi/Shazam Played by 
Ian Chen, Eugene Choi is 

the fourth foster sibling 
who can transform into 
the superhero Shazam. 
As Shazam, he possess-
es the same powers as 
Billy, Mary, and Pedro. 
Darla Dudley/Shazam 
The youngest foster sib-
ling, played by Meagan 
Good and Faithe Her-
man (as adult and young 
versions, respectively), 
Darla also has the same 
powers. Hespera Played 
by Helen Mirren, Hes-
pera is the main villain 
of the movie and is the 
daughter of the god At-
las. She possesses im-
mense power and fights 
the Shazam family as 
she is resentful over their 
powers. Kalypso Played 
by Lucy Liu, Kalypso is 
another daughter of Atlas 
who also has significant 
powers. Anthea Played 
by Rachel Zegler, Anthea 
is the third daughter of 
Atlas and in the trailers at 
least appears to be gen-
tler than.

These popular shows are returning on 
Netflix for season 3

Some of the most popu-
lar shows on Netflix are 
returning for a third sea-
son. The OTT platform 
made the announcement 
on Tuesday that some of 
its top-rated shows will 
be back with a fresh sea-
son. Delhi Crime, Fabu-
lous Lives of Bollywood 
Wives, Kota Factory, 
Mismatched, and She 
will return for season 3. 
Except for Kota Factory, 
all the other series had 
their second season`s 
premiere in 2022. An-
nouncing the third part 
of their shows, Netflix 
India took to Twitter and 
wrote, “It`s time to spill 
and refill your coffee be-
cause our favourites are 
coming back for another 
season! A whole lot of 
twists, crime, drama and 
shway shway is coming 
our way.” Rohit Saraf 
and Prajakta Kohli, the 
stars of Mismatched, 
also shared the good 
news with their fans.”We 

weren`t ready to say 
goodbye yet, so we`re 
coming back for you! 
#MismatchedS03,” Rohit 
wrote on Instagram. View 
this post on Instagram 
A post shared by Rohit 
Suresh Saraf (@rohitsar-
af) × Helmed by Akarsh 
Khurana Nipun Dhar-
madhikari, Mismatched 
follows Rishi (Saraf), a 
die-hard romantic who 
believes in traditional 
ways of dating, who 
falls for Dimple (Koli), 
a gamer, and eventually 
wants to marry her. Ran-
nvijay Singha and Vidya 
Malvade also featured 
in the first and second 
seasons of Mismatched. 
Actress Shefali Shah also 
expressed happiness as 
Delhi Crime is expand-
ing its universe.”Madam 
sir is coming back with 
Delhi Crime Season 
3..only on @netflix_in,” 
she wrote on Instagram.
The first season of Del-
hi crime is based on the 

horrific 2012 Delhi gang-
rape. The cast of the web 
show comprised Shefali 
Shah playing the lead as 
Deputy Commissioner 
Vartika Chaturvedi. It 
also starred Abhilasha 
Singh, Rasika Dugal, 
Rajesh Tailang, and oth-
ers in key roles. View 
this post on Instagram 
A post shared by Shefali 
Shah (@shefalishahoffi-
cial) × Speaking of Fabu-
lous Lives of Bollywood 
Wives, it depicts the lives 
of star wives: Maheep 

Kapoor (wife of Sanjay 
Kapoor), Bhavana Pan-
dey (wife of Chunky 
Panday), Seema Khan 
(wife of Sohail Khan) 
and Neelam Kothari 
(wife of Samir Soni). The 
first season, which came 
out in 2020, also had 
guest appearances from 
prominent names from 
Bollywood, including 
Arjun Kapoor, Ananya 
Panday, Janhvi Kapoor, 
Shah Rukh Khan, Gauri 
Khan, Sidharth Malhotra 
and Sussanne Khan.

Monsoon Wedding’
A musical adaptation 
of ‘Monsoon Wedding’ 
starting Thursday in Qa-
tar had to remove alcohol 
and kissing, but the hit 
film’s director Mira Nair 
insists it has not lost its 
“soul”. One of the big-
gest made-in-India in-
ternational hits, the 2001 
film recounts the chaotic 
preparations for the Del-
hi wedding of an Indian 
girl to an Indian-Amer-
ican man. The musical 
version of ‘Monsoon 
Wedding’ has already 
played in Berkeley, Cali-
fornia. But just as its plot 
exposes cultural clashes 
when an extended Indian 
family comes together, 
bringing an adapted ver-
sion to Qatar on the mar-
gins of the football World 
Cup has also meant some 
upheaval. “With respect 
to Qatari society, we 
have made some adjust-
ments that are superficial 
because we do not mean 
to offend anyone,” Nair 
told AFP in an interview 
ahead of opening night. 
Alcohol.

 Rekha Lauds Rani Mukerji’s Performance 
in ‘Mrs Chatterjee Vs Norway

Did You Know Dimple Kapadia Slapped 
Ranbir 15-20 Times For A Scene In TJMM?

New Delhi: While the 
audience is showering 
immense love for Ran-
bir Kapoor and Shrad-
dha Kapoor starrer ‘Tu 
Jhoothi Main Makkaar’, 
the onscreen bond and 
mother-son chemistry 
between Dimple Kapa-
dia and Ranbir Kapoor is 
being hailed by the audi-
ence in the film. As their 
fun and playful kind of 
relationship is winning 
hearts all over, we got to 
know an interesting an-
ecdote from the sets of 

TJMM about Dimple Ka-
padia and Ranbir Kapoor. 
As we know, the film has 
a scene in which Ran-
bir Kapoor gets slapped 

by Dimple Kapadia but 
what’s interesting is that 
particular shot took 15-
20 retakes. Well, what we 
know is that Luv Ranjan 

got the perfect shot in the 
second take itself, but 
just to tease the team, he 
said one more take.

New Delhi: Rekha was 
in awe of actress Rani 
Mukerji’s power-packed 

performance in ‘Mrs 
Chatterjee Vs Norway’. 
The veteran star said that 

Rani has outdone herself 
in the role of the “eter-
nal mother” and has de-

picted all the “faces of 
Durga Maa.” She said: 
“Mrs Chatterjee Vs Nor-
way, was both exhilarat-
ing and heart-wrenching, 
was sitting at the edge of 
my seat from the word 
go. It was an absolute 
delight to watch the dy-
namic performance of 
this ‘Bengal Tigress’, of 
a mother fight tooth and 
nail for her kids. This 
film is for the world to 
see what ‘Mother India’ 
is all about!” Rekha.

Shah Rukh Khan’s ‘Jawan’ Postponed? Fans Speculate 
It Might Clash With Salman Khan’s ‘Tiger 3

New Delhi: After 
Pathaan’s massive suc-
cess at the box office, 
Shah Rukh Khan is all 
set to collaborate with 
Atlee for ‘Jawan’ and the 
superstar’s looks leaked 
from the sets have kept 
fans excited. However, 
the latest update on the 
film is that it has been 
postponed. Film trade 
analyst Ramesh Bala 
took to his Twitter handle 
and wrote, “#SRK - Dir 
#Atlee ‘s #Jawan release 
is being pushed from 
June to October.” This 
left the fans confused as 
Salman Khan’s Tiger 3 is 
also headed for a Diwali 
release so pushing the re-
lease date might led the 
two films to clash at the 
box office. “Oct means 
Diwali period? But, 
2023’s Diwali is pre-
occupied by @Being-
SalmanKhan’s #Tiger3,” 
a user commented. “Well, 
hang on! Diwali is on 
12th Nov this year. #Ti-
ger3 on 10th Nov. Maybe 
#Jawaan on 1st Friday 
of Oct?,” wrote another 
user. Jawan is helmed by 
Atlee. It also stars actress 
Nayanthara and Vijay 
Sethupathi. The film is 

billed as an event film 
with high-octane action 
sequences. Shah Rukh`s 
production company Red 
Chillies Entertainment 
has produced it. Salman 
Khan’s ‘Tiger 3’ on the 
other hand , is all set to 
release on November 10. 
In June 2022, SRK un-
veiled the film`s teaser 
which opened with a 
glimpse of the Northern 
Lights over mountain 

tops. We then saw Shah 
Rukh with his face in the 
dark, wrapping bandages 
on his face as the film`s 
theme played in the 
background. `Jawan` is 
set to hit the theatres on 
June 2, 2023, across five 
languages - Hindi, Tamil, 
Telugu, Malayalam and 
Kannada. Apart from 
Jawan, SRK also has Ra-
jkumar Hirani`s `Dunki`. 
The film marks SRK`s 

first collaboration with 
Taapsee Pannu Jawan` is 
set to hit the theatres on 
June 2, 2023, across five 
languages - Hindi, Tamil, 
Telugu, Malayalam and 
Kannada. Apart from 
Jawan, SRK also has Ra-
jkumar Hirani`s `Dunki`. 
The film marks SRK`s 
first collaboration with 
Taapsee Pannu
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