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Guru Randhawa Reacts 
After IIT Delhi Concert Gets 

Cancelled Due To Stampede

Delhi Hospitals Witnessing 
Spike In H3N2 Virus Cases, 

Say Doctors

KCR’s Daughter’s 
Auditor Summoned For 

Questioning In Delhi 
Liquor Policy Case

‘Mujhe Chalte Jaana Hai’
BJP Unveils Animated Video On PM Modi In Run-Up To 2024 Lok Sabha Polls

Delhi: March 15: The ruling 
BJP has released a short 
animated video showing 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi marching ahead in 
his mission to serve various 
sections of society and firm-
ly on course to make India a 
five-trillion dollar economy, 
brushing aside abuses and 
allegations showered on 
him by the Opposition. The 
four-minute-thirty-second 
video animation, titled 
“Mujhe Chalte Jaana Hai” 
(I have to keep walking), 
shows PM Modi’s journey 
from becoming the chief 

minister of Gujarat to the 
prime minister amid barbs 
by Congress leaders such 
as Sonia Gandhi, Rahul 
Gandhi, Mani Shankar Ai-
yar and Digvijaya Singh. 
The video makes no men-
tion of the 2024 parliamen-
tary elections and shows 
PM Modi climbing a flight 
of stairs past the 2014 and 
the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions towards a five-tril-
lion-dollar economy with 
a trademark jhola on the 
shoulder, walking past op-
position leaders levelling 
allegations against him 

and unveiling government 
schemes for the poor af-
ter becoming prime min-
ister. Opposition leaders 
are shown shouting “maut 
ka saudagar”, “chaiwallah”, 
“chowkidar chor hai” and 
“Gautam Das” which seem 
to have no impact on PM 
Modi’s journey. The Prime 
Minister is shown doing a 
tightrope walk over a deep 
valley carrying a huge sy-
ringe of indigenously de-
veloped vaccine during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
US President Joe Biden, 
his predecessor Barack 

Obama, and former British 
premier Boris Johnson also 
make cameo appearances 
in the short video, which 
was shared by several 
Union ministers. Obama is 
first seen alongside Sonia 
Gandhi as the US denied a 
visa to PM Modi when he 
was the chief minister of 
Gujarat. Obama is shown 
running up the stairs with a 
US visa in hand after Modi 
became prime minister in 
2014, leaving Gandhi gri-
macing. After the 2019 Lok 
Sabha win, Biden and John-
son are seen cheering PM 

Modi seated on the prime 
minister’s chair. PM Modi 
is shown walking past a 
distraught Rahul Gandhi, 
with the Rafale allegation 
landing at his feet after the 
prime minister launched a 
helicopter manufacturing 
unit at Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited and a BBC 
newsreader reaching out to 
him in connection with the 
documentary. The video 
ends with PM Modi march-
ing towards the target of a 
five-trillion-dollar economy 
ignoring abuses showered 
on him.

‘Is This Azadi Ka Amritkaal’...
Akhilesh Yadav Slams BJP Over HC Order On Illegalities In 69,000 Assistant Teacher Jobs In UP

Lucknow:Mar15: Days after 
the Allahabad High Court 
observed that several ille-
galities were committed in 
fixing quota for appoint-
ment of 69,000 assistant 
teachers, Samajwadi Party 
chief Akhliesh Yadav on 
Wednesday attacked the 
BJP government over the 
issue of reservation and as-
serted that a caste census 
is the right solution to this 
problem. “The decision on 
recruitment of 69,000 as-
sistant teachers has come. 
It is the result of weak ar-
guments in the case by the 
BJP government, which is 
against the basic spirit of 
reservation. “To take away 
the rights of Dalits-back-
wards, BJP complicates the 
reservation issue through 
‘vidhai mayajaal’ (legislative 
illusion). Caste census is the 
right solution to this prob-
lem so that reservation can 
be provided in proportion 
to the population,” Yadav 
said in a series of tweets in 
Hindi. The Lucknow bench 
of Allahabad High Court on 

Monday held that the au-
thorities committed several 
illegalities in fixing quota 
for appointment of 69,000 
teachers in Uttar Pradesh 
through the Assistant 
Teachers Recruitment Ex-
amination (ATRE)-2019. The 
court had directed the state 
government to review the 
final list issued in the mat-
ter on June 1, 2020, within 
the next three months after 
fixing the reservation in a 
proper manner. The bench 
had also quashed the se-
lect list of 6,800 teachers 
issued on January 5, 2022. 

“This is the sad story of ill-
treatment meted out to 
the Dalits and OBCs in the 
BJP government. Is this the 
‘Amritkal of freedom’ where 
assistant teachers are wail-
ing on the streets to protect 
their livelihood? Will India 
become Vishwaguru just 
like this? This time, 69,000 
will bring change!,” Yadav 
said in another tweet with 
a video of protesting teach-
ers. In a separate tweet 
with another video of pro-
testers, Yadav said, “Where 
there is no right to protest 
for one’s rights, everyone 

has to come forward to re-
vive democracy. Now the 
Dalit-backward youth have 
understood the conspiracy 
of the BJP regarding reser-
vation. BJP should remem-
ber that the youth have the 
power to change the ‘yug’ 
(era).” The HC in its order 
had said that the reserva-
tion limit must not exceed 
50 per cent of the total seats 
in any circumstances. “Ap-
parently, there was no clar-
ity of the score and details 
of the reserved category 
candidates, who appeared 
in the ATRE 2019. There 
had been no endeavour 
from the state authorities, 
who are custodian of the 
records of the ATRE 2019 
and would have assisted 
this court in providing the 
said records,” a bench of 
Justice Om Prakash Shukla 
said in his verdict dispos-
ing of as many as 117 writ 
petitions. The court also 
showed sympathy to the 
teachers, already posted, 
facing ouster as result of 
the review.

‘Rs 876 Crores Scam’
Bengal LoP Suvendu Adhikari Makes Explosive Claim Against Mamata Banerjee’s TMC Govt

West Bengal March15: West 
Bengal Leader of Opposi-
tion Suvendu Adhikari has 
made an explosive claim 
of corruption against the 
Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment. Adhikari even 
asked the state governor 
and enforcement director-
ate to take action in the 
case. Sharing some docu-
ments as proof on Twitter, 
Adhikari alleged that the 
state government is be-
ing made to bear a loss of 
Rs 876 crores deliberately 
through a land deal. “I’ve 
urged Hon’ble Governor to 
inquire into a major scam 
wherein 5.6 acres of land 
belonging to Correctional 
Administration Dept at Ali-
pore is being disposed of, 
at undervalued rate under 
the Alipore Green City De-
velopment Project causing 
a loss of Rs 876 Crores to the 
exchequer. M/s Palladium 
Construction (PCPL); a sub-
sidiary of Phoenix Mills, has 
acquired 5.6 acres of prime 
land in Alipore, Kolkata 

for a paltry Rs 414 Crores 
in exchange for  1 million 
square feet of saleable area 
with the estimated gross 
sales value in excess of Rs 
2300 Crores,” alleged Ad-
hikari. He said that the cost 
of land should have been 
Rs 1290 crore. “Assuming, 
an all-inclusive cost of con-
struction of ultra-premium 
apartments being Rs. 5,500 
per sq. ft & a 20% profit 
margin on revenue of Rs 
2300 crores; the cost real-
ized from the sale of plot of 
land should have been Rs 

1290 Crores (Rs 2300 cr – Rs 
550 cr – Rs 460 cr),” said the 
Bengal leader of the oppo-
sition. In the tweet, Bengal 
LoP Adhikari also tagged 
state Governor Dr C. V. 
Ananda Bose and Enforce-
ment Directorate. The Ben-
gal government is yet to 
respond to the allegations. 
This is another shocker for 
the Mamata Banerjee-led 
Bengal government which 
is already in the eye of the 
strom of SSC recruitment 
scams and cattle smug-
gling cases. Several TMC 

leaders have already been 
arrested by the ED in differ-
ent cases. The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) on Tuesday 
arrested jailed Trinamool 
Congress (TMC) strongman 
Anubrata Mondal`s char-
tered accountant Manish 
Kothari after his day-long 
questioning in connection 
with the West Bengal cattle 
smuggling case. A close 
aide of Mondal, Kothari was 
arrested by the ED after 
his questioning at the ED 
headquarters here for near-
ly 10 hours, said sources.

Who controls Elara
Rahul’s new salvo at govt

Delhi: March 15: Amid up-
roar over his UK statement 
and government seeking 
apology, Rahul Gandhi on 
Wednesday fired a fresh 
salvo at Adani Group and 
the government by raising 
questions on a foreign enti-
ty, named Elara. Gandhi, af-
ter arriving in the national 
capital from his foreign trip, 
alleged that Adani group 

and Elara have been given 
a contract for missile and 
radar upgrade. In a tweet, 
he said, “India’s missile and 
radar upgrade contract is 
given to a company owned 
by Adani and a dubious 
foreign entity called Elara. 
“Who controls Elara? Why 
is India’s national security 
being compromised by 
giving control of strategic 
defence equipment to un-
known foreign entities?” 
While Rahul Gandhi is at 
centre of the controversy, 
the opposition is united on 
Adani row. The Trinamool 
Congress, however, is stay-
ing away from the Con-
gress-led grouping. Con-
gress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge has ruled out any 
apology from Rahul Gandhi 
in his UK speech. Kharge 
said that Gandhi did not 
say anything wrong and 

only spoke about democra-
cy, “whereas the Prime Min-
ister spoke at many places 
in foreign lands and insult-
ed the country”. Amid the 
uproar over Rahul Gandhi’s 
statement, the Congress 
has tried to make it clear 
that the party is not going 
to yield on the subject and 
will be offensive on the is-
sue and press its demand 
of JPC in Hindenburg-Ad-
ani row. Hitting out at PM 
Modi, Congress chief and 
Leader of Opposition Mal-
likarjun Kharge had tweet-
ed: “I want to remind you 
of your statement made 
in China. You said - “Earlier, 
you felt ashamed of being 
born Indian. Now you feel 
proud to represent the 
country” Was this not an 
insult to India and Indians? 
Tell your Ministers to re-
fresh their memories.”

Criticising govt at home or abroad citizen’s right
Does not amount to being unpatriotic: 

Sibal amid Rahul’s remarks
Delhi: March 15: Amid a 
political storm over Rahul 
Gandhi’s “democracy under 
attack” remarks made in the 
UK, Rajya Sabha MP Kapil 
Sibal on Wednesday said 
criticising the government 
whether at home or abroad 
is a citizen’s right and does 
not amount to criticising 
India or being unpatriotic. 
Gandhi’s remarks during 
his recent trip to the United 
Kingdom have rocked Par-
liament, with both Houses 
failing to transact any sig-
nificant business on the 
first three days of the bud-
get session’s second half. 
In a tweet, former Union 
minister Sibal said, “House 
Logjam, Why? Govern-
ment is not synonymous 
with India, India is not syn-
onymous with the Govern-
ment. Criticising the Gov-
ernment whether at home 
or abroad is a citizen’s right. 
That does not amount to 

criticising India or being 
unpatriotic.” “Modi ji did it 
often in the past,” added 
Sibal, the eminent lawyer 
who on Saturday had laid 
down the agenda and a 
new vision for the country 
with his newly-launched 
platform ‘Insaaf’ that is 
aimed at fighting injustice. 
During his interactions in 
the UK, Gandhi alleged that 
the structures of Indian de-
mocracy are under attack 
and there is a “full-scale as-
sault” on the country’s in-

stitutions. The former Con-
gress president also told 
British parliamentarians in 
London that microphones 
are often “turned off” in Lok 
Sabha when an opposition 
member raises important 
issues. Gandhi’s remarks 
triggered a political slug-
fest, with the BJP accusing 
him of maligning India on 
foreign soil and seeking 
foreign interventions, and 
the Congress hitting back 
at the ruling party by citing 
instances.

No question of apology
Kharge on BJP demand over 

Rahul’s remarks in UK

Delhi: March 15: Con-
gress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Wednesday 
said there is no question 
of an apology over Rahul 
Gandhi’s remarks in the UK 
and that those demanding 
so must answer on Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
“humiliating” the people of 
the country with his com-
ments abroad. The BJP and 
several senior ministers 
have been demanding an 
apology from Gandhi over 
his “democracy under at-
tack” remarks in the UK. “I 
would like to ask a question 

to the people demanding 
an apology (from Rahul 
Gandhi) that (what about) 
when Modi ji went to 
five-six countries and hu-
miliated the people of our 
country and we were told 
by him that being born in 
India is a sin,” Kharge said. 
“Democracy is diminishing 
here, freedom of expres-
sion and speech are being 
weakened, TV channels are 
being pressured and peo-
ple speaking the truth are 
being jailed, so if this is not 
the process of ending de-
mocracy then what is?” the 
Congress president told 
reporters here. So, there 
is no question of an apol-
ogy, he added. Gandhi’s 
remarks during his recent 
trip to the United Kingdom 
have rocked Parliament, 
with both Houses failing 
to transact any significant 
business.
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Modi, ED can’t intimidate people of Telangana, says KTR
Kamareddy: Calling the 
Bharatiya Janata Party a 
disease plaguing the en-
tire country, BRS working 
president and Minister KT 
Rama Rao said the people 
of Telangana would not in-
timidated neither by Modi 
nor ED. Asserting that the 
BRS would put up an un-
relenting fight against the 
BJP and face the saffron 
party in the people’s court 
– the Assembly polls to be 
held this year, Rama Rao 
slammed Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for loot-

ing the country’s wealth 
and handing it over to his 
crony capitalists, who in 
turn were donating funds 
to Modi to topple non-BJP 
State governments and 
destroy the country. Par-
ticipating in various de-
velopment programmes 
in Jukkal constituency 
of Kamareddy district on 
Wednesday, Rama Rao said 
except for delivering rhet-
oric speeches and helping 
his crony capitalists, Modi 
had not done anything for 
the country and its people. 

While the Telangana gov-
ernment was implement-
ing numerous schemes like 
Rythu Bandhu, Rythu Bima 
and uninterrupted power 

supply, the same was not 
being implemented in 
neighbouring States of 
Maharashtra and Karnata-
ka ruled by the BJP. “Telan-

gana is a pioneer and role 
model in implementation 
of welfare and develop-
ment programmes, which 
are now being emulated 
by other States as well as 
the union government,” 
the Minister said. Howev-
er, the BJP-led Centre was 
not supporting the efforts 
of the State government 
and instead, was creating 
hurdles for the develop-
ment of Telangana. Taking 
a jibe at the Prime Minis-
ter, Rama Rao said Modi 
was a good actor and de-

served an Oscar award for 
all the electoral promises 
he failed to implement as 
well as the political con-
spiracies he hatched to 
split the Opposition par-
ties to ensure his victory 
in every election held in 
the country. “He promised 
to double farmers’ income, 
provide two crore jobs 
per annum and also bring 
back black money from 
off-shore accounts to de-
velop the country. None of 
them were implemented 
and Modi is busy diverting 

people’s attention,” he said. 
The Minister also ridiculed 
Congress leaders seeking 
an opportunity in the next 
Assembly elections. He 
reminded that despite be-
ing in power for 55 years, 
the Congress had done 
nothing for Telangana and 
instead, remained mute 
spectators of its destruc-
tion in erstwhile Andhra 
Pradesh. Rama Rao, who 
also laid the foundation for 
the Nagamadugu Lift Irri-
gation Scheme, said nearly 
40,000 acres would receive 

adequate irrigation water 
by completing the project 
in a record time. Due to the 
relentless efforts of Chief 
Minister K Chandrashek-
har Rao, the Nizam Sagar 
project was now brimming 
with water even during 
summer. Apart from devel-
oping several tribal ham-
lets into gram panchayats, 
the BRS government has 
also assured to upgrade 
Bichkunda and Pitlam into 
municipalities, he added. 
Speaker Pocharam Srinivas 
Reddy.

KT Rama Rao writes to Piyush Goyal to 
slash GST on medical devices

Hyderabad: Industries 
Minister KT Rama Rao 
on Tuesday wrote to the 
union government to 
slash the GST on medi-
cal devices to 12 percent 
and on diagnostics to 5 
per cent as against the 
existing 18 percent, and 
to introduce schemes 
to promote component 
manufacturing in India. 
He also stressed on the 
need to incentivize com-
panies by raising import 
duties in phases under 
a Phased Manufactur-
ing Programme (PMP) 
as was being done for 
mobiles and X-Ray ma-
chines. Suggesting mea-
sures for strengthening 
the medical devices in-
dustry in the country, the 
Minister wrote to union 

Minister for Commerce 
and Industry Piyush 
Goyal, raising key issues 
faced by the industry. 
“The Telangana govern-
ment is willing to partner 
with the union govern-
ment to set up a Medi-
cal Imaging Hub with 
advanced equipment and 
machinery in the Medi-
cal Devices Park, Hyder-
abad to promote indus-
try to manufacture these 
components,” Rama 
Rao said, pointing out 
that there was a need to 
ramp up testing facilities 
within the country as the 
number of labs for testing 
medical devices was in-
adequate for an industry 
that is growing at more 
than 15 per cent CAGR. 
The existing facilities 

were ill-equipped and did 
not always have the nec-
essary accreditation by 
National Accreditation 
Board for Testing and 
Calibration Laboratories 
(NABL) or notified and 
empaneled by Central 
Drugs Standard Control 
Organisation (CDSCO) 
and manufacturers did 
not have access to avail-
ability of blood and tis-
sue samples. The waiting 
time and charges at the 
existing facilities were 
also long and high. Rama 
Rao urged the union 
government to consider 
drafting of a legislation 
for quality testing labs 
in India, incentivize labs 
that were accredited and 
encourage setting up 
more testing facilities 

with advanced equipment 
to ensure Public Procure-
ment is encouraged on 
basis of CDSCO registra-
tion or Manufacturing Li-
cense and Indian Certifi-
cation of Medical devices 
accredited by National 
Accreditation Board 
for Certification Bodies 
(NABCB). Stating that 
the 20th anniversary edi-

tion of BioAsia conclud-
ed successfully in Febru-
ary this year, the Minister 
informed that a round-
table meeting on medical 
devices was conducted as 
part of the event, during 
which Chief Executive 
Officers and association 
representatives raised 
their concerns and sug-
gested effective measures 

Athmeeya Sammelanams: BRS 
cadres told to work in tandem

Khammam: Transport 
Minister Puvvada Ajay 
Kumar has asked the 
BRS ranks to make the 
party’s Athmeeya Sam-
melanams to be held 
across Khammam con-
stituency a success. He 
held a meeting with the 
key party leaders at his 
VDO’s Colony camp of-
fice here on Tuesday and 
told the party cadres to 
be prepared for bringing 
the BRS to power again. 

Town-wise weekly Ath-
meeya Sammelanams 
would be organised from 
the next Sunday onwards 
In the first week the sam-
melanam would be held 
in the first town, second 
week in the second town, 
in the third week in the 
third town followed by 
Khanapuram Haveli and 
Raghunathapalem man-
dals, he said. The divi-
sion-level leaders should 
take steps to ensure that 

all branches, affiliated or-
ganisations, caste organ-
isations, and every active 
member of the respective 
towns would participate 
in the sammelanams, 
Ajay said. The Minis-
ter wanted all the BRS 
ranks to work in coor-
dination to ensure that 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao scores 
a hat-trick winning the 
next Assembly elections. 
He said workers were 
the strength of the BRS 
and the Athmeeya Sam-
melanams were aimed at 
strengthening the bond 
between the workers 
working at the grassroots 
level and the State level 
leaders. Mayor P Neer-
aja, SUDA chairman B 
Vijay Kumar, BRS city 
president Pagadala Naga-

Demonetisation a failed experiment, Modi 
should apologise: Harish Rao

Hyderabad: Terming the 
demonetisation as a flop 
show that adversely af-
fected Indian economy 
and the people, Finance 
Minister T Harish Rao 
demanded that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
tender an unconditional 
apology and release a 
white paper on the en-
tire exercise and its im-
pact. He said the Centre’s 
failed experiment of de-
monetisation had result-
ed in a staggering burden 
of Rs 5 lakh crore on 
the country’s exchequer. 

Harish Rao, who listed 
out the adverse impact 
of the demonetisation 
before the media at the 
BRS Legislative Party 
office here on Tuesday, 
said demonetisation did 
not meet even one of its 
three core objectives – 
contain fake currency 
notes, limit the usage 
of high denomination 
banknotes for storage of 
unaccounted wealth and 
also disrupt financing to 
subversive activities like 
drug trafficking and ter-
rorism. “The BJP preach-

es something and practis-
es something else. Every 
time it does something, it 
always ends up as a flop 
show due to its ineffi-
ciency in implementing 
it. Demonetisation, GST 
and several other reforms 
which they claimed to 
improve the economy, 
have instead ruined it,” 
he said. He ridiculed 
the claims of the BJP 
over demonetisation and 
said all the claims were 
proved wrong. On Mon-
day, referring to union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman acknowledg-
ing in the Lok Sabha that 
the objectives of demon-
etisation were not met, 
Harish Rao said as per 
the RBI report, the circu-
lation of counterfeit cur-
rency in the market had 
increased by 54 per cent 
after demonetisation. 
Similarly, the cash to 
GDP ratio had increased 
from 11.6 percent in 
2014 to 13.7 per cent in 
2022. He pointed out that 

the data furnished by the 
Central Board of Direct 
Taxes (CBDT) revealed 
that black money had 
increased in an unprec-
edented manner where 
the authorities seized 
over Rs 40,000 crore in 
592 cases after currency 
of higher denomination 
of Rs 2,000 came to the 
market. “The list does 
not end here. Over 100 
people died while wait-
ing in the queue lines to 
exchange old notes and 
many unknown people 
suffered hunger deaths as 
over 62 lakh people lost 
employment, due to de-
monetisation,” he added. 
The Finance Minister 
said the Prime Minister 
sought 50 days time to 
improve situation across 
the country and urged 
people to cooperate, but 
after more than 2,000 
days, things are going no-
where. “On behalf of the 
BRS, we supported the 
Centre’s move as we too 
believed in their promis-

es which turned out to be 
mere statements. Due to 
utter negligence and lack 
of planning in imple-
mention of the demon-
etisation, the country’s 
economy bore severe 
brunt,” he said. Powered 
By VDO.AI PlayUnmute 
Fullscreen The Centre 
spent nearly Rs 21,000 
crore for printing of new 
currency notes of differ-
ent denominations which 
could have been utilised 
for completing a major 
irrigation project, Harish 
Rao pointed out. He said 
with adverse effect on the 
economy, the union and 
also the State govern-
ments are being forced to 
obtain loans. The Modi 
government has obtained 
fresh loans of Rs 1.07 
crore crores in the last 
nine years i.e. around Rs 
4,618 crore everyday. the 
Centre claimed to have 
allocated Rs 3,981.98 
crore to Telangana under 
the scheme. 

Telangana number one in India in 
organ donations, transplants

Hyderabad: Consistent 
efforts to promote brain-
dead organ donations and 
measures taken in the 
last 18 months to encour-
age government hospi-
tals to take up expensive 
transplant surgeries have 
started to yield results 
with Telangana emerg-
ing as number one in the 
country for deceased or-
gan donations and trans-
plants. Based on the data 
for organ donation and 
transplantation from Na-
tional Organ and Tissue 
Transplant Organization 
(NOTTO), Ministry of 
Health and Family Wel-
fare, the top five Indian 
States for deceased organ 
donation and donor trans-
plants in 2022 was Telan-
gana followed by Tamil 
Nadu, Karnataka, Guja-
rat, and Maharashtra. In-
terestingly, Telangana 
outperformed a State 
like Tamil Nadu, which 
has a highly developed 
and mature ecosystem 
of organ donation and 
transplantation. In fact, 
deceased donor organ 

transplantation in Tamil 
Nadu started in 2008 
with the launch of Tamil 
Nadu Cadaver Transplant 
Programme while Telan-
gana launched the Je-
evandan organ donation 
initiative in 2013. Gov-
ernment initiatives In 
the coming years, senior 
health officials in Hy-
derabad believe that the 
organ donation initiative 
will become even more 
robust and accessible for 
poor people, which will 
further strengthen the nu-
mero uno status of Telan-
gana in deceased organ 
donations and transplan-
tations. “The State gov-
ernment has consistently 
been supportive of the 

organ donation initiative. 
In the last year or so sev-
eral measures have been 
launched that will enable 
government hospitals to 
conduct transplants on 
a larger scale,” says Dr 
G Swarnalatha, Head, 
Nephrology, NIMS and 
in-charge, Jeevandan. To 
ensure proper infrastruc-
ture support, the State 
government is devel-
oping a state-of-the-art 
centralised State organ 
transplantation hub with 
eight high-end operation 
theatres at Gandhi Hos-
pital with a cost of Rs 30 
crore. Health Minister T 
Harish Rao also asked 
government hospitals to 
prepare standard guide-

JP Nadda pulls up Arvind and Perala 
for criticising Bandi Sanjay

Hyderabad: BJP national 
president JP Nadda has 
reportedly pulled up 
Nizamabad MP Dharma-
puri Arvind and former 
national executive mem-
ber Perala Chandrasekhar 
Rao for their criticism 
of party State president 
Bandi Sanjay on the is-
sue of derogatory com-
ments against BRS MLC 
K Kavitha. It is learnt 
that Nadda was also plan-
ning to issue show cause 
notices to both the lead-
ers shortly. Nadda was 
reportedly very angry 

with the duo for going to 
the media on the issue. 
He is said to have called 
the duo over phone and 
warned them of serious 
action if they continued 
to target Sanjay. Both 
Arvind and Perala had 
strongly condemned San-
jay’s comments against 

Kavitha and asked him to 
withdraw it. According to 
a senior party leader, fol-
lowing this, there was di-
vided opinion within the 
party on the issue, with 
a wrong message going 
to the party cadre. It is 
learnt that after the Bud-
get Session.

Four integrated markets in Karimnagar in 
next three months: Gangula Kamalakar 

Jagtial: BC Welfare and 
Civil Supplies Minister 
Gangula Kamalakar as-
sured to make available 
to the public the four in-
tegrated markets being 
constructed in Karim-
nagar town in the coming 
three months. The Minis-
ter inspected the ongoing 
works of Ramnagar inte-
grated market on Tues-
day. Enquiring about the 
progress of works, he 
instructed municipal of-
ficials to complete four 
markets in the coming 
three months. Speak-

ing on the occasion, Ka-
malakar said that four 
integrated markets were 
being constructed in dif-
ferent places of the town 
by spending Rs 40 crore 
for the convenience of 
the people. Each market 
costs Rs 10 crore. Besides 
avoiding traffic prob-
lems, all types of mar-
kets including veg and 
non-veg, fruit, and flower 
markets would be avail-
able in one place in inte-
grated markets. Besides 
a huge parking place, 
drinking water and other 

facilities would also be 
developed. Stating that 
3,000 vendors were op-
erating their business on 
roads due to the lack of 
markets, he said that all 
of them would be accom-
modated in integrated 
markets. Mayor Y Sunil 
Rao, market commit-
tee chairman Reddaveni 
Madhu, and others were 
present. Later, Kamala-
kar conducted a review 
meeting with the officials 
of various departments to 
discuss the progress of 
various.
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Key Andhra Council Polls End, High 
Voter Turnout Witnessed

Amaravati: Polling for 
eight MLC seats in the 
biennial elections for the 
Andhra Pradesh Legis-
lative Council has con-
cluded on a peaceful note 
with the local authorities 
constituencies logging 
the highest voter turnout, 
an official said on Tues-
day. Polling was held 
for three graduates, two 
teachers and three local 
authorities constituencies 
in the state on Monday. 
All the three local au-
thorities’ constituencies - 
Srikakulam, West Goda-
vari and Kurnool - have 
registered more than 

95 percent polling with 
West Godavari record-
ing the highest at 98.46 
percent. Likewise, gradu-
ates’ constituencies in 
Srikakulam - Vizianaga-
ram - Visakhapatnam 
have recorded a polling 
percentage of 60 while it 
is 65 percent in Prakasam 
- Nellore - Chittoor for 
the same constituen-
cies. Similarly, Kadapa 
- Anantapur - Kurnool 
graduates constituencies 
have recorded a polling 
percentage of 66 percent 
while the same districts 
under the category of 
teachers’ constituencies 

have seen a polling per-
centage of 89 percent. 
While Prakasam - Nel-
lore - Chittoor teachers’ 
constituencies registered 
a polling percentage of 
85 percent. A little over 
10 lakh graduates were 
eligible to vote in the 
graduates’ polls, 55,842 
voters in the two teach-
ers’ constituencies and 
3,059 in the local author-
ities’ polls. Counting for 
the MLC elections has 
been scheduled on Thurs-
day Counting for the 
MLC elections has been 
scheduled on Thursday

BJP MLA Eshwarappa sparks controversy 
by making remarks against Azaan

Mangaluru: BJP MLA 
and former minister 
K.S. Eshwarappa has 
sparked controversy 
by commenting on the 

use of loudspeakers for 
Azaan. KS Eshwarappa 
made the remarks dur-
ing the Vijaya Sankalpa 
Yatra in Kavoor. As the 

sound of azaan was heard 
while he was delivering 
his speech, Eshwarappa 
stated that the use of 
loudspeakers for ‘azaan’ 
is a headache wherever 
he goes. He referred to a 
Supreme Court judgment 
on the use of loudspeak-
ers. “This will end sooner 
or later. Does Allah listen 
only if mike is used,” he 
questioned. Addressing 
the media in Mangaluru 
on Monday, Eshwarappa 
defended his statement, 
saying he was express-
ing the feelings of the 

common man who faces 
inconvenience due to the 
use of loudspeakers for 
‘azaan.’ He also reiter-
ated the Supreme Court 
judgment against the use 
of loudspeakers. How-
ever, the Social Demo-
cratic Party of India 
(SDPI) has strongly con-
demned Eshwarappa’s 
statement, accusing him 
of deliberately insulting 
‘azaan’ and Allah during 
a mosque’s call to prayer. 
SDPI general secretary 
Anwar Sadat Bajathur 
stated that Eshwarappa’s 

statement was an attempt 
to spread communal ha-
tred and incite riots in the 
region. Bajathur accused 
Eshwarappa of trying to 
gain political mileage by 
criticizing Muslims and 
persuading Sangh Parivar 
leaders to win a ticket for 
the next assembly elec-
tions. Bajathur further 
demanded that the police 
department immediately 
register a case and take 
strict legal action against 
Eshwarappa failing 
which the SDPI would 
take legal.

YS Sharmila demands probe, detained 
during protest march to Parliament

YSR Telangana Party chief 
YS Sharmila was taken 
into custody by the Delhi 
police on Tuesday while 
she was on a “Chalo Parlia-
ment” march, over the al-
leged massive corruption in 
Telangana’s Kaleshwaram 
irrigation project executed 
by the K Chandrasekhar 
Rao government. Sharmila, 
daughter of late YS Ra-
jasekhar Reddy, a two-time 
chief minister of united 
Andhra Pradesh, parted 

ways with her elder brother 
and present AP chief minis-
ter Jaganmohan Reddy, and 
formed the YSRTP in 2021, 
and is focused on Telangana 
politics. Sharmila has been 
on a padayatra in the state, 
severely criticizing the BRS 
dispensation and alleging 
corruption of all forms in 
the state from the MLAs 
to chief minister level. On 
Tuesday, Sharmila took her 
corruption allegations to 
New Delhi, in a bid to “ex-

pose the irregularities in the 
Kaleshwaram project exe-
cution at the national level.” 
Sharmila was stopped and 
detained by the Delhi police 
while she was marching to-
wards Parliament from Jan-
tar Mantar. “Kaleshwaram 
is the biggest scam in the 
country, much bigger than 
the 2G, Coalgate etc scams. 
Rs 1.2 lakh crore public 
money was poured into the 
project and KCR looted 
thousands of crores in the 

process. While the promise 
was to irrigate 18 lakh acres 
of farmlands, not even 1.5 
lakh acre land was supplied 
water, as admitted by the 
BRS minister in the Telan-
gana assembly,” Sharmila 
told reporters. Expressing 
her “disappointment with 
concerned authorities for 
not initiating any audit or 
investigation into the ir-
regularities”, Sharmila is 
demanding action on the al-
legations now. 

Andhra Pradesh likely to order shut down of Margadarsi
V I J AYAWA D A : T h e 
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment is likely to order the 
winding up of operations 
of the Margadarsi Chit 
Fund Pvt Ltd in the state 
following the detection of 
a series of violations like 
diversion of funds and 
investing them in specu-
lative markets. CID addi-
tional director general N. 
Sanjay and Registration 
& Stamps Department 
inspector general V. Ra-
makrishna told the media 

here on Monday that the 
recent searches on the 
entity’s branches showed 
there was no security to 
the deposits made by the 
chit subscribers. “The 

foremen functioning as 
branch managers had 
no role to play except to 
forward the subscribers’ 
sums to the company’s 
head office in Hyder-

abad, Telangana state,” 
Sanjay said. The senior 
official added, “Based on 
prima facie evidence, we 
noticed that the chit firm 
resorted to a series of vi-
olations. Hence, the need 
for a thorough probe to 
safeguard the interests 
of the subscribers.” He 
said the Registration & 
Stamps Department’s as-
sistant registrar was the 
authority to keep tabs on 
the chit fund business in 
his/her.

First Bharat Gaurav Train originating from SCR to start from 18th March 2023
Ministry of Railways has 
introduced ‘Bharat Gaurav’ 
train concept to show-
case India’s rich cultural 
heritage by connecting 
magnificent places of the 
country through Rail. Ac-
cordingly, the Indian Rail-
ways Catering and Tourism 
Corporation (IRCTC) has 
registered as the first ser-
vice provider in SCR Zone. 
The first Bharat Gaurav 
tourist train service is be-
ing started by IRCTC from 
South Central Railway on 
18th March, 2023. This train 
namely the ‘Punyakshetra 
Yatra: Puri – Kasi – Ayodhya’ 
will start from Secunder-
abad Railway Station with 
stoppages at important 
enroute railway stations 
of both the Telugu states 
(for boarding/deboarding 
of passengers). In this re-
gard, Shri Arun Kumar Jain, 
General Manager, SCR held 
a press meet today i.e., 
15th March, 2023 at Rail 
Nilayam, Secunderabad 
to highlight the features 

of this train. Shri P. Uday 
Kumar Reddy, AGM, SCR, 
Shri Abhay Kumar Gupta, 
DRM, Secunderabad, Shri 
P. Raja Kumar, Group Gen-
eral Manager, IRCTC along 
with other senior Railway 
officials also participated 
in the meeting. Addressing 
the gathering, Shri Arun 
Kumar Jain stated that the 
“Punyakshetra Yatra: Puri 
– Kasi – Ayodhya” Bharat 
Gaurav tour which is be-
ing run by IRCTC is a great 
opportunity for Rail pas-
sengers intending to visit 
several historical and pil-
grimage places at one go. 
He stated that the Punyak-
shetra Yatra, which is an 8 
nights and 9 days tour from 
18th to 26th March, 2023 
will cover the important 
spiritual destinations such 
as Puri, Konark, Gaya, Va-
ranasi, Ayodhya and Praya-
graj. He said that this tour 
is sure to provide a diverse 
and comfortable tourist 
experience to the pas-
sengers. The Passengers 

can board/ deboard from 
the nominated stations in 
both the Telugu states viz., 
Secunderabad, Kazipet, 
Khammam, Vijayawada, 
Rajahmundry, Visakhapat-
nam and Vizianagaram, he 
added. He further stated 
that this train avoids all 
the difficulties in individu-
ally planning and making 
all travel related arrange-
ments like suitable trains, 
accommodation, food etc. 
This train service comes 
with an all inclusive pack-
age so that the passenger 
need not worry about all 
those arrangements as 
the IRCTC, which have ad-
equate experience in this 
field, have designed the 
tour program after taking 
all the factors into consid-
eration. This provides com-
fortable, safe and secure 
travel option. TOUR HIGH-
LIGHTS: Tour name 
Punya Kshetra Yatra: Puri-
Kashi - Ayodhya Duration 
8 Nights/9 Days Tour 
Date 18.03.2023 Tour/

Train Itinerary S e c u n -
derabad - Puri - Konark - 
Gaya - Varanasi - Ayodhya 
- Prayagraj- Secunderabad. 
Boarding/de-boarding sta-
tions S e c u n d e ra b a d, 
Kazipet, Khammam, Vijay-
awada, Eluru, Rajahmun-
dry, Samalkot, Visakhapat-
nam & Vizianagaram No. of 
seats 700 ( Sleeper: 460, 
3 AC: 192, 2 AC: 48) Desti-
nations and visits covered: 
Puri: Lord Jagannath Tem-
ple. Konark: Sun Temple & 
Beach. Gaya: Vishnu Pada 
Temple. Varanasi: Kashi 
Viswanath Temple & Cor-
ridor, Kashi Vishalakshi and 
Annapurna Devi temple. 
Evening Ganga Aarti Ayod-
hya: Ram Janma Bhoomi, 
Hanumangarhi and Aarati 
at Sarayu River. Pryagraj: 
Triveni Sangam, Hanuman 
Mandir and Shankar Viman 
Mandapam. The next trip 
of Bharat Gaurav Tourist 
Train will start from 18th 
April 2023 with same itin-
erary and train composi-
tion.

KCR’s Daughter’s Auditor Summoned For 
Questioning In Delhi Liquor Policy Case

New Delhi: The audi-
tor of Telangana’s ruling 
party leader K Kavitha 
has been summoned by 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate for questioning in 
the Delhi liquor policy 
case. Buchi Babu, who 
audits the accounts of Ms 
Kavitha, the daughter of 
Telangana Chief Minister 
K Chandrasekhar Rao, 
has been told to come to 
the central agency’s office 
on March 15, a day be-
fore Ms Kavitha’s second 
questioning in the case. 
She was questioned for 
the first time on March 11 
in the Delhi liquor policy 
case. Delhi Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia, 
who faces corruption al-
legations in framing the 
liquor policy to favour a 
certain “south group”, is 
already under arrest by 
the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) and 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED). His bail re-
quest in the CBI case is 

scheduled to be heard in 
a special court on March 
21. A key focus of the in-
vestigation into the Delhi 
liquor policy case is on 
an alleged network of 
middlemen, businessmen 
and politicians which the 
central agencies have 
called the “south group”. 
The investigators have 

linked Ms Kavitha with 
this group, and by exten-
sion her auditor. Since K 
Chandrasekhar Rao, pop-
ularly known as KCR, is 
a key opposition leader 
in the centre, this has led 
to allegations against the 
BJP-led centre of using 
central agencies to harass 
opposition leaders with 

false cases. Ms Kavitha, 
44, has said the BJP is 
trying to “intimidate my 
leader”, referring to her 
Chief Minister father who 
is hoping for a third con-
secutive term in power in 
Telangana, where assem-
bly elections are due in 
a few months. “In India, 
there’s no difference be-

tween Enforcement Di-
rectorate summons and 
(Narendra) Modi’s sum-
mons... It is a practice 
now wherever there’s 
an election, before PM, 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate comes. What can 
the opposition do? Go 
to people’s court or the 
Supreme Court,” Ms Ka-
vitha told NDTV on Fri-
day, a day before she was 
questioned by the ED in 
Delhi. Mr Sisodia’s Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) has 
denied taking bribe from 
anyone, whether traders 
or politicians, in framing 
the Delhi liquor policy. 
His lawyer during the 
last court hearing said the 
Delhi Lieutenant Gover-
nor, too, had cleared the 
new liquor policy file, 
and so he should be sum-
moned for questioning. 
Post a comment The BJP 
has said the AAP would 
not have withdrawn the 
liquor policy if it was 
confident.

Kerala Speaker cautions Opposition MLAs
Kerala Assembly Speak-
er A N Shamseer has 
cautioned MLAs of the 
Opposition Congress-led 
United Democratic Front 
that they may get defeat-
ed in the elections owing 
to their unruly behaviour 
in the House. The As-
sembly was disrupted for 
the second consecutive 
day on Tuesday over the 
Kochi garbage fire row. 
“Don’t spoil your image. 
Many of you have won 
the elections with a nar-
row margin and hence 
you may get defeated 
next time. The people 
who voted for you are 
seeing this. Shafi, (Palak-
kad MLA Shafi Param-
bil) you will get defeated 
next time,” the Speaker 
said as the Opposition 
MLAs entered the well 
of the House and raised 
placards and banners 
blocking the Speaker’s 
view. Opposition leader 
V D Satheesan and oth-
er senior leaders of the 
Opposition later called 
on the Speaker and con-
veyed the Opposition’s 

protest over the remarks. 
Congress leader and for-
mer Opposition leader 
Ramesh Chennithala de-
manded that the Speaker 
withdraw his remarks 
and tender an apology. 
Flaying the Speaker’s 
remarks, Palakkad MLA 
Shafi Parambil said that 
it was for the people to 
decide who should win 
and the speaker need 
not make a decision. 
Parambil, who defeated 
BJP candidate ‘Metro-
man’ E Sreedharan in last 
election, also asked the 
speaker to clarify which 
party’s victory he was 
looking for. The Opposi-
tion staged protest in the 
house after permission 

was denied for presenting 
an adjournment motion 
notice over police action 
on Congress councillors 
and leaders at Kochi cor-
poration in connection 
with a protest over the 
garbage plant fire. The 
Opposition later boycot-
ted the house after a sym-
bolic presentation of the 
notice in the well of the 
house. Opposition leader 
Satheesan alleged that 
permission was denied to 
the adjournment motion 
notice as Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan did 
not want to speak about 
the Kochi garbage issue. 
Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan did not want to 
speak.
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Delhi Hospitals Witnessing Spike In H3N2 
Virus Cases, Say Doctors

New Delhi: Delhi hos-
pitals are witnessing a 
spike in cases of H3N2 
virus that triggers symp-
toms like fever, cold and 
body aches, but in cer-
tain cases, leaves behind 
persistent cough making 
patients extremely weak, 
doctors said. There has 
been a nearly 150 per 
cent rise in patients com-
ing to OPDs with such 
complaints, they said, 
according to a report 
by Press Trust of India. 
Elaborating about the 
possible reasons behind 
the surge, Dr Viny Kan-
troo, Consultant, Respi-
ratory, Critical Care and 

Sleep Medicine Consul-
tant, Indraprastha Apollo 
Hospitals, said the out-
break could have been 
triggered due to seasonal 
change, mutation of vi-
rus and the economy be-
ing fully open. “Children 
are going to school and 
they are transmitting it 
to the elderly. A lot of 
cross-country travel is 
happening. In the last 
two years, Covid was 
the dominant virus and 
there were restrictions 
but with relaxation of 
norms and return of nor-
malcy, these outbreaks 
are being observed,” she 
opined. Delhi govern-

ment’s LNJP Hospital 
has set up a 20-bed iso-
lation ward in the emer-
gency block for such pa-
tients. In accordance with 
the ICMR guidelines, we 
have done so and also 
stocked up medicines. A 
15-doctor team has been 
constituted to monitor 
the patients, said a senior 
doctor. Dr Rajiva Gupta, 
Senior Consultant - Inter-
nal medicine at the CK 
Birla Hospital, Gurugram 
and Delhi, said the ILI 
(Influenza like illness) 
cases have seen a spike 
in the last few days. “For 
instance, if we were see-
ing two to three patients 
in OPDs last month, this 
month there is one-and-a-
half times rise. The symp-
toms are fever, discom-
fort, cold, body aches. In 
some cases, patients also 
experienc abdominal dis-
comfort, diarrhoea, and 
even fullness in ears,” he 
added. The senior doctor 
said the treatment ap-
proach changes lightly 

when the patient has co-
morbidities and stressed 
that in those cases, they 
ask the family members 
to monitor the BP, pulse, 
oxygen saturation levels 
and consciousness levels. 
“If these levels fluctuate, 
the patient needs hospi-
talisation,” he stressed. 
Explaining about the 
current strain, Dr Vikas 
Deswal, Senior Consul-
tant, Internal Medicine, 
Medanta, Gurugram said 
the influenza virus is the 
most prevalent virus that 
affects our respiratory 
system, and is present 
in three different types: 
A, B, and C. Hospital 
Submits Report On Pre-
mature Baby’s Death to 
Delhi Government Hos-
pital Submits Report On 
Premature Baby’s Death 
to Delhi Government 
Girl, 9, Suffers Epileptic 
Seizures Triggered By 
Henna: Delhi Hospital 
Girl, 9, Suffers Epileptic 
Seizures Triggered By 
Henna: Delhi Hospital 

Labourer Dies As Wall 
Of Under-Construction 
Building Collapses In 
Delhi Labourer Dies 
As Wall Of Under-Con-
struction Building Col-
lapses In Delhi “Among 
these, subtype A is the 
most commonly found. 
One subtype of the in-
fluenza A virus is H3N2, 
which produces symp-
toms similar to other flu 
viruses such as cough, 
fever, cold, sore throat, 
fatigue, muscle pain, and 
respiratory complica-
tions, especially in chil-
dren under two years, 
the elderly, and those 
with other medical con-
ditions,” he said. Both 
the doctors said in some 
cases, it has been ob-
served that patients have 
persistent cough even 
after the fever subsides. 
“One of my patients said 
he was having persistent 
cough and could not at-
tend meetings because of 
it. Patients also develop 
extreme weakness.

Delhi Resident Alleges Assault By 
AAP Councillor, Case Filed

New Delhi: A 24-year-
old man was allegedly 
assaulted by MCD coun-
cillor Nikhil Chaprana 
and others in southeast 
Delhi’s Jaitpur following 
which a case has been 
registered, police said on 
Tuesday. An immediate 
reaction was not avail-
able from Chaprana. Jait-
pur resident Dheeraj Ku-
mar claimed that he was 
assaulted by the accused 
after he livestreamed a 
video about a sick cow 
and alleged that the AAP 
councilor was not taking 
any action to remove it 
from the area. In his com-
plaint, Kumar alleged 
that Vishal, a man as-

sociated with Chaprana, 
took him to the council-
lor’s office on the pretext 
of helping him register 
a complaint. At the of-
fice, he was allegedly as-
saulted by four people, 
including Chaprana. 
The accused also took 
₹ 23,000 from him, Ku-
mar claimed. AAP Coun-
cillors To Delhi Civic 
Body: Debar Aldermen 
From Voting Today AAP 
Councillors To Delhi 
Civic Body: Debar Al-
dermen From Voting To-
day Ex AAP Leader Tahir 
Hussain Discharged In A 
Case Related To Delhi 
Riots Ex AAP Leader Ta-
hir Hussain Discharged 

In A Case Related To 
Delhi Riots AAP Mu-
nicipal Councillor Shot 
Dead Inside Gym: Pun-
jab Police AAP Munici-
pal Councillor Shot Dead 
Inside Gym: Punjab Po-
lice Kumar has named 
Chaprana, Yash Chap-
rana, Vishal and Sahil as 
the accused. They also 
made a video where the 
complainant was forced 
to speak against a person 
named Mohit Chokan, 
according to the FIR. The 
complainant managed to 
escape from the spot and 
informed the police. A 
case has been registered 
under relevant sections 
of the Indian.

Guru Randhawa Reacts After IIT Delhi 
Concert Gets Cancelled Due To Stampede

Singer Guru Randhawa’s 
concert was cancelled at 
IIT Delhi’s annual cul-
tural festival, “Rendez-
vous,” on Saturday night 
due to a heavy crowd 
and stampede. The sing-
er took to Instagram to 
share the same. The fest, 
which is regarded as one 
of the biggest cultural 
college fests in Asia, was 
organised from March 
9 to March 12. Sing-
ers Guru Randhawa and 
Sonu Nigam were sched-
uled to perform on March 
11 and March 12 respec-
tively. The IIT Delhi ad-
ministration, however, 
decided to cancel both 
of the live performances 
and informed about the 
same on social media. 

The “High Rated Gabru” 
singer took to Instagram 
and shared a video of 
the crowd along with a 
note. He said, “I deeply 
regret the abrupt can-
cellation of our concert 
at IIT Delhi today. Due 
to heavy crowding and 
stampede, we couldn’t 
make our way through 
the stage as per the au-
thorities guidelines. I 
promise to perform for 
you’ll very soon. Thanks 
for the love.” Further-
more, the official Insta-
gram page of the cultural 
fest said, “We regret not 
having the last two pro-
nites, despite the monu-
mental effort Team Ren-
dezvous put in to try to 
execute it.” They added, 

“The artist had reached 
the venue and was ready 
to perform. However, 
due to excessive crowd, 
the event was called off 
for security reasons. The 
safety of the audience, 
the artists, and the stu-
dent community is, and 
remains paramount to us. 
So, the institution, with a 
heavy heart, took a col-
lective decision to cancel 
them in order to ensure 
everyone’s well- being. 
We are sorry for any in-
convenience caused.” 
Some attendees of the 
event replied to the post 
and stated that the ar-
rangements made by the 
college authorities were 
not proper. “Pass book-
ing system was nonsense, 

communication about 
timings of entry/gate clo-
sure not done prior, ter-
rible crowd management 
I saw many injuries in-
front on me, security was 
brutal towards students. 
This was not expected 
from IIT Delhi,” said a 
user. “RIP Asia’s largest 
cultural festival !” said 
a second person. A third 
person stated, “We are 

iitian, still don’t get entry 
and if somebody gets... 
Then he and she must be 
injured. Is this kind of 
management you have? 
Why u guys allowing 
outsiders to campus...” 
“How will it be sucess 
if it does not conduct the 
main 2 pronites? This is 
not sucess, this is failure.. 
After the second pronite, 
you could have come.

Finish Key Flyover Repair In 30 
Days: Delhi Minister As Jams Rise

New Delhi: PWD Min-
ister Atishi has directed 
officials to complete the 
maintenance work of 
the Chirag Delhi flyover 
within a month as against 
50 days, in view of heavy 
traffic jams being wit-
nessed in the area with the 
closure of one of its car-
riageways, according to 
an official statement. The 
minister held a meeting 

with senior officials of 
the public works depart-
ment (PWD) to resolve 
the issue on a priority 
basis, it said. During the 
meeting, she directed the 
officials to identify alter-
native ways to decongest 
the Chirag Delhi flyover 
as soon as possible, and 
complete its maintenance 
work within a month, the 
statement said. Atishi 

said she will review the 
progress of the mainte-
nance work of the flyover 
and added that she has 
instructed PWD officials 
to give daily reports. Tak-
ing cognisance of traffic 
woes being faced at Chi-
rag Delhi flyover, we’re 
working on effective so-
lutions with PWD. Have 
asked the engineers to 
try and complete flyover 
maintenance in 1 month 
instead of 50 days. I will 
personally be monitor-
ing daily progress of 
the work. pic.twitter.
com/5UNu930T5G — 
Atishi (@AtishiAAP) 
March 14, 2023 Due to 
the maintenance work 
a part of the flyover -- a 
carriageway -- has been 
closed.

Delhi Mayor Holds Emergency Meeting 
Over Stray Dog Attacks In City

New Delhi: Delhi Mayor 
Shelly Oberoi held an 
emergency meeting on 
Monday, just days after 
two brothers, aged 5 and 
7, were killed reportedly 
in an alleged attack by 
stray dogs in two separate 
incidents within a span of 
three days. Ms Oberoi 
has asked authorities to 
come up with an action 
plan within a week. An-
ther meeting of veterinary 
experts, NGOs related to 
animal welfare has been 
called by the Mayor on 
Wednesday. “The mayor 
asked the officials to pre-

pare an action plan within 
a week on the issue of 
saving Delhiites from 
stray dogs. On this issue, 
the Mayor has called a 
meeting of NGOs relat-
ed to animals, Gaushala 
operators and veterinary 

experts on Wednesday,” 
news agency PTI re-
ported quoting officals. 
Meanwhile, the apex 
child rights body, Nation-
al Commission for Pro-
tection of Child Rights.

Woman Judge Gets Head Injury During Robbery
New Delhi: A woman 
judge suffered injuries 
to her head during an 
alleged robbery by two 
men on a motorcycle 
in north Delhi’s Gulabi 
Bagh area, police said 
today. The men alleg-
edly snatched her bag 
containing cash and es-
sential documents, they 
said. The matter came to 
light on March 7 after 
the woman’s minor son, 
who was accompanying 
her at the time of the al-
leged robbery, reported 
the incident. Two persons 
on a motorcycle snatched 
the woman judge’s bag, 
which contained around 

₹ 8,000 in cash, some 
documents and an ATM 
card. The goons pushed 
her during the snatching 
attempt, resulting in the 
woman suffering injuries 
to her head, the complain-
ant alleged. A case was 
registered under sections 
394 (voluntarily causing 
hurt in committing rob-
bery) and 34 (common 
intention) of the Indian 
Penal Code and an in-
vestigation taken up, the 
police said. With the help 
of technical surveillance 
and human intelligence, 
a Gulabi Bagh police 
station team apprehend-
ed the accused Dilshad 

and Rahul, said Deputy 
Commissioner of Po-
lice (North) Sagar Singh 
Kalsi. Dilshad was found 
involved in 10 criminal 
cases, including robbery 
and snatching, while Ra-
hul is a first-time offend-
er, he said. Truecaller, 
Delhi Police Sign MoU; 
App to Mark Suspicious 
Phone Numbers to Curb 
Cyber Fraud Truecaller, 
Delhi Police Sign MoU; 
App to Mark Suspicious 
Phone Numbers to Curb 
Cyber Fraud Man Found 
Hanging From Ceiling 
Fan Of Delhi Hotel: Po-
lice Man Found Hang-
ing From Ceiling Fan Of 

Delhi Hotel: Police Delhi 
Boy Dies In Accident, 3 
Friends Dump His Body, 
Avoid Hospital: Cops 
Delhi Boy Dies In Ac-
cident, 3 Friends Dump 
His Body, Avoid Hos-
pital: Cops The police 
also seized the motor-
cycle used in the crime 
and recovered the ATM 
card and ₹ 4,500. With 
their arrest, the police 
claimed to have solved 
six cases. Reacting to 
the incident, Delhi Com-
mission for Women chief 
Swati Maliwal tweeted in 
Hindi, “Crime in Delhi 
has increased to such an 
extent that now every 

man or woman walking 
on the road is unsafe. It 
is very shameful to have 
a scuffle with a woman 
judge in Delhi. Those 
who have the responsi-
bility of providing secu-
rity to women spend time 
on how to troll women.” 
“Crime in Delhi has in-
creased to such an extent 
that now every man or 
woman walking on the 
road is unsafe. It is very 
shameful to have a scuf-
fle with a woman judge 
in Delhi. Those who have 
the responsibility of pro-
viding security to women 
spend time on how to 
troll women.”

Delhi Ready To Meet 8,100 MW Peak Demand 
With “Zero Power Cut Policy”: Minister

New Delhi: With the 
national capital’s peak 
demand pegged at 8,100 
MW this summer, Delhi 
Power Minister Atishi 
on Tuesday suggested 
that discoms tie-up for 
additional power with 
generation companies. 
The peak power demand 
of Delhi was 7,695 MW 
last summer and it might 
reach 8,100 MW this 
year, officials informed 
the power minister in a 

meeting to review the 
summer action plan for 
uninterrupted electric-
ity supply. “The Delhi 
government is ready to 
meet this demand with 
the ‘Zero Power Cut’ 
policy. Keeping in view 
the increasing demand, 
all discoms should tie-
up additional power with 
power companies,” she 
said. The minister also 
asked the discoms to up-
grade and maintain pow-

er substations and power 
lines. BSES discoms 
are geared-up to ensure 
reliable power supply 
to meet demand of its 
over 48 lakh consumers 
in south, west, east and 
central Delhi during the 
summer months, said a 
company spokesperson. 
The arrangements in-
clude long-term power 
purchase agreements 
with other states. The 
BSES discoms -- BRPL 

and BYPL -- will get 
up to 630 MW of power 
through banking arrange-
ments, he said. Over 
1,500 MW of green pow-
er will play an important 
role in boosting supply 
this summer. The green 
power bouquet will com-
prise 486 MW of wind 
power, 40 MW from 
waste-to energy and 130 
MW of roof-top solar 
installed on roof-tops in 
south, west.

Court Convicts 9 In 2020 Delhi Riots Case
New Delhi: A court in 
Delhi has convicted nine 
accused in a case related 
to the 2020 North East 
Delhi riots of various of-
fences, including arson 
and theft. The court held 
guilty Mohd. Shahnawaz, 
Mohd. Shoaib, Shahrukh, 
Rashid, Azad, Ashraf Ali, 
Parvez, Mohd. Faisal 
and Rashid, who were 
accused of being part 
of a riotous mob that 
robbed, damaged and 
set ablaze the house of 

the complainant, Rekha 
Sharma, on the interven-
ing night of February 
24 and 25, 2020 in Cha-
man Park on Shiv Vihar 
Tiraha Road. “I find that 
charges levelled against 
all the accused persons… 
in this case are proved 
beyond doubts,” Ad-
ditional Sessions Judge 
Pulastya Pramachala 
said in an order passed 
on Monday. “Hence, the 
accused are convicted 
for offences punishable 

under sections 147 (riot-
ing), 148 (rioting, armed 
with a deadly weapon), 
380 (theft in dwelling 
house), 427 (mischief 
causing damage of ₹ 
50 or upwards) and 436 
(mischief by fire or ex-
plosive substance with 
intent to destroy house, 
etc.) of the Indian Penal 
Code…,” the judge said. 
The accused were also 
convicted of offences un-
der sections 149 (every 
member of unlawful as-

sembly guilty of offence 
committed in prosecu-
tion of common object) 
and 188 (disobedience to 
order duly promulgated 
by public servant) of the 
IPC, the judge added. 
The court has posted the 
matter for hearing argu-
ments on sentencing on 
March 29, Special Pub-
lic Prosecutor DK Bha-
tia said. On the basis of 
the overall evidence, the 
judge said it was well es-
tablished.
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Bengal Jobs Scam: Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee Urges HC To Rethink Sacking Teachers

Kolkata: West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Tuesday 
said corrective measures 
should be taken if “mis-
takes” were committed in 
the recruitment process 
but no one should be ter-
minated from services as 
they have families to take 
care of. Banerjee’s com-
ment came as the Calcut-
ta High Court terminated 
the services of thousands 

of people who were ap-
pointed illegally as teach-
ing and non-teaching 
staff at state-sponsored 
and state-aided schools 
across West Bengal 
through manipulation in 
the recruitment process. 
“If I have made any mis-
take, you can slap me and 
I will not mind. I have not 
wronged anyone, know-
ingly. After I came to 
power, I have not taken 

away the jobs of CPI(M) 
cadres, but why are you 
doing this? You don’t 
have the ability to give a 
job, but you are snatch-
ing away people’s liveli-
hoods,” she said, appar-
ently targetting CPI(M) 
MP Bikash Ranjan Bhat-
tacharya, a lawyer who 
was fighting many of 
these cases in court. Urg-
ing the court to rethink its 
decisions to terminate the 
services, Banerjee said a 
re-examination can also 
be considered for such 
people. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Uni-
versity Build Docker 
file from Scratch - Free 
Live Masterclass Scaler 
Academy “I will ask you 
to rethink. Even yester-
day, two people died by 
suicide in Jalpaiguri. If 

someone else did some-
thing wrong, why will 
these people suffer? If 
someone loses his job 
suddenly, how will they 
look after their fam-
ily? Give that person a 
chance. If needed, allow 
him to take another test. 
We will prepare another 
setup as per the court’s 
order,” she said. Banerjee 
was visibly emotional as 
she was speaking on the 
issue while addressing 
the 150th birth anniver-
sary celebrations of Sri 
Aurobindo at the Alipore 
Judges’ Court campus. 
“Not everyone is a TMC 
cadre. A government 
employee can be a sup-
porter of any political 
party. If any of them has 
done anything wrong, I 
will take action against 
them. I do not have any 
sympathy for them. But, 

we must see that those 
who got the jobs are not 
victimized,” she said. 
The ED and CBI have ar-
rested former education 
minister Partha Chat-
terjee along with several 
top-rung education of-
ficials and senior TMC 
leaders as the two central 
agencies began probing 
the allegations of illegal 
appointments made in 
the state’s schools in ex-
change of crores for ru-
pees. Bhattacharya, the 
senior CPI(M) leader, 
said that instead of ask-
ing the court to rethink 
its decision of terminat-
ing services of undeserv-
ing candidates, Banerjee 
must step down taking re-
sponsibility for the whole 
fiasco. “During the Left 
Front government, ap-
pointments were done 
following.

Lalu Prasad, Wife Rabri Devi Appear Before 
Delhi Court In Land-For-Jobs Scam Case

New Delhi: RJD chief 
Lalu Prasad, his wife 
Rabri Devi, and their 
daughter, RJD MP Misa 
Bharti arrived at Delhi’s 
Rouse Avenue Court on 
Wednesday (March 15) 
morning in connection 
with the land-for-jobs 
scam case. The hearing 
regarding the case will 
begin at 11 am. They 
were summoned by Spe-
cial Judge Geetanjali 
Goel of Rouse Avenue 
Courts on February 27. 
The land-for-jobs case 
pertains to alleged ap-
pointments made in the 
railways in exchange for 
land sold or given to Lalu 
Prasad’s family when 
was the Union Railway 
Minister from 2004 to 
2009, as per reports. 
The Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) has 
claimed that the appoint-
ments made in the rail-
ways were not abiding 

with the standards and 
guidelines established by 
the Indian Railways for 
hiring, reported IANS. 
#WATCH | Delhi: For-
mer Bihar CMs Lalu 
Prasad Yadav-Rabri Devi 
and their daughter & RJD 
MP Misa Bharti arrive 
at Rouse Avenue Court, 
in connection with land-
for-job case. pic.twitter.
com/Ypp0RkYV4H — 
ANI (@ANI) March 15, 
2023 What are the allega-
tions against Lalu Prasad 
and his family? Lalu 
Prasad’s family mem-
bers were able to buy the 

land at dirt-cheap prices 
as per the allegations. A 
chargesheet was filed by 
CBI on October 10, 2022, 
against 16 people includ-
ing Lalu Prasad’s Rabri 
Devi and their daughter. 
According to an obser-
vation made by Special 
Judge Geetanjali Goel of 
Rouse Avenue Courts on 
February 27, prima fa-
cie, the on-record report 
showed offences have 
been committed under 
different sections of the 
IPC and the Prevention 
of Corruption Act.

ISRO officials and Bhutan government inaugurate 
ground station of Indo-Bhutan satellite

The ground station of the 
jointly developed India-
Bhutan satellite has been 
inaugurated in Thimpu, 
the capital city of Bhutan. 
It is a ground-based facil-
ity that helps commu-
nicate with and receive 
information sent by the 
satellite. Ground stations, 
the major component of 
which is the parabolic 
antenna, communicate 
with satellites by trans-
mitting and receiving ra-
dio waves. “This ground 
station will enable Bhu-
tan to receive data from 
India-Bhutan SAT, per-
taining to its territory, 
directly from the satellite 
and process it in real-
time,” said Indian Space 
Research Organisation 
(ISRO). The inaugura-
tion in Bhutan was car-
ried out by Dr Somanath, 
chairman ISRO and sec-
retary, Department of 
Space, Lyonpo Tandi 
Dorji, Bhutan’s foreign 
minister, Lyonpo Karma 

Wangdi, Bhutan’s minis-
ter of industry, commerce 
and employment and 
Sudhakar Delela, Indian 
ambassador to Bhutan. 
BhutanSat was launched 
as a piggyback payload 
on ISRO’s PSLV C54 
rocket on November 26, 
2022. The primary satel-
lite payload was Indo-
French ocean observation 
satellite EOS-6 and there 
were eight nanosatel-
lites on board including 
BhutanSat.The ‘INS-2B’ 
or BhutanSat is ISRO’s 
second nanosatellite for 
Bhutan. It comprises two 
payloads — NanoMx 
and APRS-Digipeater. 
The NanoMx is a multi-
spectral optical imaging 
payload developed by 
India’s Space Applica-
tions Centre (SAC). The 
APRS-Digipeater pay-
load is jointly developed 
by DITTBhutan and IS-
RO’s UR Rao Satellite 
Centre (URSC), ISRO 
said. Bhutan’s Informa-

tion and Communication 
Minister Lyonpo Karma 
D Wangdi witnessed 
the launch mission from 
ISRO’s mission control 
centre in Sriharikota and 
said that ISRO’s com-
mendable track record 
in launching satellites 
left no doubt about the 
mission’s success. × He 
said the mission was an-
other key milestone for 
the close relationship be-
tween India and Bhutan. 
Speaking exclusively to 
WION after the launch, 
Bhutan’s Minister Lyon-
po Karma D Wangdi had 
said the satellite could 
capture images of Bhu-
tan for mapping forests, 
urban settlements, and 
landslide-prone areas and 
can enable amateur ham 
radio text messaging ser-
vices. He added that eight 
engineers from Bhutan 
worked along with their 
counterparts from ISRO 
on this project. “Bhuta-
nSat launch is a historic 

moment and a key mile-
stone in India-Bhutan 
ties. This is just a begin-
ning of collaborative ef-
forts in using outer space 
and a small beginning for 
Bhutan’s fledgling space 
programme,” he said.As 
part of Space diplomacy, 
India has been working 
with established space-
faring nations such as 
Russia, USA, France, and 

Japan. It is also support-
ing aspiring spacefaring 
nations at various levels. 
In 2017, ISRO launched 
the SAARC satellite - a 
geostationary satellite 
meant for communica-
tions and meteorologi-
cal purposes, specifically 
serving the South Asia 
region. The South Asia 
Satellite provides a role 
in telemedicine,

US To Vote On Eric Garcetti’s Nomination 
As Indian Ambassador Today

Washington: The United 
States Senate will vote 
on the nomination of Eric 
Garcetti as the country’s 
next ambassador to In-
dia on Wednesday. Such 
a move by Senate Major-
ity leader Chuck Schumer 
came amidst fresh round 
of campaign against Mr 
Garcetti by his ditractors on 
allegations of sexual assault 
against one of his staffers 
when he was the mayor of 
Los Angeles. If confirmed 
by the Senate, Mr Garcetti 
would soon head to India as 
US Ambassador, a position 
that has remained vacant 
for more than two years. 
The confirmation vote on 
his nomination is scheduled 
at 2.15 pm local Washing-

ton time. This would be 
preceded by a vote on the 
cloture motion on his nomi-
nation, which indicated 
that Schumer is confident 
of having enough votes to 
get Mr Garcetti confirmed 
as the US Ambassador to 
India. Mr Garcetti’s nomi-
nation has been pending 
before the US Congress 
since July 2021, when he 
was nominated for the pres-
tigious diplomatic posting 
by President Joe Biden. 
Last week, the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee, 
at its business meeting, had 
voted 13-8 in favour of his 
nomination. Kenneth Juster, 
the last occupant of the am-
bassadorial residence of the 
US in New Delhi, stepped 

down in January 2021 after 
the change of government 
in America. Ahead of the 
crucial confirmation vote, 
Mukesh Aghi, president, 
US India Strategic and Part-
nership Forum (USISPF) 
hoped that India would fi-
nally have an ambassador. 
“We are hopeful that this 
week or by next week, the 
Senate will confirm Mayor 
Garcetti to be the next am-
bassador to India,” Aghi 
told PTI in an interview. 
Responding to a question 
on the unusual delay of 
confirmation, Aghi said it 
is an aberration where local 
politics have an impact on 
international relationships. 
“But despite not having an 
ambassador, what we are 
seeing is a strong momen-
tum between the Biden 
administration and the Na-
rendra Modi government 
itself,” he said. “If you look 
at (US National Security 
Advisor) Jake Sullivan talks 
to (his Indian counterpart) 
(Ajit) Doval on a weekly 
basis. We have Secretary 
(of State) Antony Blinken 
talking to External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar on a 
regular basis.

Arunachal Integral Part Of India, China 
Trying To Change Status Quo: US

Washington: The United 
States recognises the 
McMahon Line as the 
international bound-
ary between China and 
Arunachal Pradesh, ac-
cording to a bipartisan 
Senate resolution that 
sees Arunachal Pradesh 
as an integral part of In-
dia. “At a time when 
China continues to pose 
grave and gathering 
threats to the Free and 
Open Indo-Pacific, it is 
critical for the United 
States to stand shoulder-
to-shoulder with our 
strategic partners in the 
region, especially India,” 
Senator Bill Hagerty, 

who along with Senator 
Jeff Merkley introduced 
a resolution in the Sen-
ate, said. “This biparti-
san resolution expresses 
the Senate’s support for 
unequivocally recognis-
ing the state of Arunachal 
Pradesh as an integral 
part of India, condemning 
China’s military aggres-
sion to change the status 
quo along the Line of Ac-
tual Control, and further 
enhancing the US-India 
strategic partnership and 
the Quad in support of 
the Free and Open In-
do-Pacific,” he said on 
Tuesday. The resolution, 
which comes following 

the biggest clash between 
the Republic of India 
and China in the Eastern 
Sector along the Line of 
Actual Control in six 
years, reaffirms that the 
United States recognises 
the McMahon Line as the 
international boundary 
between China and the 
Indian state of Arunachal 
Pradesh. The resolution 
also pushes back against 
People’s Republic of 
China (PRC) claims that 
Arunachal Pradesh is 
PRC territory, which is 
a part of the PRC’s in-
creasingly aggressive 
and expansionist poli-
cies. “America’s values 

supporting freedom and 
a rules-based order must 
be at the center of all of 
our actions and relation-
ships around the world, 
especially as the PRC 
government pushes an al-
ternative vision,” Merk-
ley said. “This resolu-
tion makes clear that the 
United States views the 
Indian state of Arunachal 
Pradesh as part of the Re-
public of India-not the 
People’s Republic of Chi-
na-and commits the US 
to deepening support and 
assistance to the region, 
alongside like-minded 
international partners and 
donors,” he said. The bi-

partisan Senators’ resolu-
tion condemns additional 
China’s provocations, in-
cluding the People’s Re-
public of China’s use of 
military force to change 
the status quo along the 
Line of Actual Control, 
construction of villages 
in contested areas, publi-
cation of maps with Man-
darin-language names for 
cities and features in the 
Indian state of Arunachal 
Pradesh, and expansion 
of PRC territorial claims 
in Bhutan. Furthermore, 
the resolution commends 
the Government of India 
for taking steps to de-
fend.

‘As A Political Leader...’: RSS Says Rahul 
Should Speak ‘More Responsibly’

Samalkha (Haryana): Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) General Secretary 
Dattatreya Hosabale on 
Tuesday (March 14, 2023) 
said that Rahul Gandhi 
should speak more respon-
sibly and see the reality of 
the Sangh’s acceptance in 
the society, after the Con-
gress leader repeatedly tar-
geted the organisation in his 
speeches. Asked about Gan-
dhi’s recent remarks against 
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh, Hosabale said 
he must be doing this for 
his “political agenda” but 
RSS does not work in the 
political field and he has no 
competition with the Sangh. 
“As a political party leader, 
he should speak more re-
sponsibly and see the real-
ity” of Sangh’s expansion 

and acceptance in society, 
Hosabale said at a press 
conference on the last day 
of RSS’s ‘Akhil Bharatiya 
Pratinidhi Sabha’ here. Re-
sponding to questions on 
Gandhi’s remarks in the 
UK, the RSS leader said, 
“Those who converted In-
dia into a jail have no right 
to comment on democracy 
in the country.” “Thou-

sands of people including 
me were put behind the bars 
during Emergency. They 
(Congress) are yet to apolo-
gise for this. The country 
will ask them if they have 
a moral right to talk about 
democracy,” he said. If 
there is no democracy in the 
country, how are elections 
being held and Parliament 
functioning.

Two Die Of Suspected Influenza In Maharashtra
Lucknow: Maharashtra on 
Wednesday reported two 
fatalities suspected to be 
caused by H3N2 influenza. 
One of them, a 74-year-
old man, died of the H3N2 
sub-type while the other 
victim was infected by CO-
VID-19 as well as the influ-
enza virus, state’s Health 
Minister Tanaji Sawant said 
in the Assembly. Sawant 
added that the state health 

machinery has been put 
on alert with 361 cases of 
influenza infections being 
reported in the state, and 
guidelines will be issued in 
the next two days. Mean-
while, the Yogi Aditya-
nath government in Uttar 
Pradesh has issued an ad-
visory and put all medical 
facilities on alert in view 
of rising cases of the H3N2 
virus across the state. In its 

advisory, the state govern-
ment has asked children 
and the elderly to take 
adequate precautions. The 
health department has is-
sued an alert in 75 districts 
and a team consisting of 
a health expert, a physi-
cian, an epidemiologist, a 
pathologist, a lab techni-
cian, and a microbiologist 
has been formed in every 
district. A separate nodal 

officer will also be nomi-
nated for this in every dis-
trict. The state government 
has also issued guidelines, 
asking officials to be vigi-
lant about influenza-like 
cases. UP Government’s 
H3N2 Advisory -A 10-bed 
isolation ward will be set 
up in every district hospital 
while OPD will also have a 
separate room for patients 
suspected of influenza so 

that they can be prevented 
from coming in contact 
with other patients. -Osel-
tamivir should be given to 
H3N2 patients. -The state 
government said has re-
leased a list of helpline 
numbers. -Special vigi-
lance will be in place for 
children, the elderly and 
those with serious symp-
toms. -People have been 
urged to start wearing 

masks in public places in 
order to save themselves 
from the virus. -The state 
government said informa-
tion on H3N2 influenza will 
be provided by the state 
using the helpline num-
bers. -The health depart-
ment has asked the medi-
cal staff to be on alert and 
provide medical assistance 
to patients. H3N2 Situation 
In UP Though.
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Dangerous For Akhilesh 
Yadav To Assume This 

About Muslims
Aligarh. A major centre 
of learning. Home to 
Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity (AMU). The city of 
locks. A common joke at 
the university here is that 
those locks were used 
to keep the university 
locked during Covid. 
As our election travels 
brought us to Aligarh, 
we explored what it 
would take for parties to 
unlock Muslim votes. At 
the university, we spoke 
to teachers and students 
to try and see what re-
ally is on the minds of 
the voters here, particu-
larly Muslims. “In an 
era of majority consoli-
dation, are you confident 
of learning about the 
mood of minorities?” 
quipped Professor Saj-
jad, who teaches his-
tory at the university. It 
was a loaded question. 
However, our limited 
objective at this point 
was to understand what 
the residents of Aligarh, 
particularly the Muslim 
community, are think-
ing this election. It’s an 
important question at a 
time the BJP’s campaign 
has been deeply polaris-
ing. Muslims seem to 
welcome farm leader 
Rakesh Tikait’s asser-
tion that west UP will not 
fall for a Hindu-Muslim 
trap. At the same time, 
they doubt his creden-
tials, given his history 
of openly supporting the 
BJP earlier. Their bigger 
disappointment is with 
the so-called champions 
of the Muslim cause - 
the Samajwadi Party. SP 
leaders, in this election, 
have tried to steer clear 
of any Hindu-Muslim 
discourse. They don’t 
want this to become 
a match on the BJP’s 
pitch. But is there a thin 
line between avoiding a 
conversation and ignor-
ing a community? While 
some residents, teach-
ers and students find 
this a welcome change, 
others fear the political 
isolation of Muslims - 
even a Samajwadi party 
choosing to ignore the 
polarising narrative and 
leaving Muslims to fend 
for themselves. Ahmad 
Mujtaba, an Assistant 
Professor of Geography, 
raises a very fundamen-
tal question. “In all these 
years, we have not ma-
tured as an electorate. 
We aren’t mature enough 
to know what elections 
should be fought on and 
what should be the is-
sues. This is why you 
see various polarising 
fault lines emerge again 
and again,” Dr Mujtaba 
says. “While BJP is no 
favourite for us, the 
Samajwadi party must 
not automatically as-

sume all votes will go 
to them. I frankly feel 
that the Enemy Num-
ber One for Muslims 
have been the so-called 
secular parties,” says 
a student union leader. 
Aligarh city has a size-
able Muslim population. 
In some wards, they 
form the majority too. 
But the district is divid-
ed into seven assembly 
constituencies. While 
the Muslim voters are a 
significant number, they 
do not form a majority in 
any of these seven con-
stituencies. In 2017, the 
caste calculations and 
the general mood of the 
state showed its impact 
on Aligarh as well. The 
BJP won all seven as-
sembly constituencies. 
Many AMU teachers 
feel there is a definite 
possibility that the BJP 
was able to achieve this 
number with the support 
of a few voters from the 
minority community as 
well. “The biggest mis-
take that all political 
parties make is to as-
sume that Muslims are 
a monolith. That they 
would vote like a bloc 
in favour of a political 
party. Just like Hindus 
where there are divisions 
along caste lines and 
voting patterns decided 
accordingly, Muslims 
too vote the same way,” 
says Professor Moibul 
Haque of the AMU Po-
litical Science depart-
ment. There is also an 
interesting conversation 
around 80 versus 20. Al-
most all those we speak 
to feel that the moment 
any political party starts 
to consolidate 80 per 
cent of the population, 
the remaining 20 per 
cent will always find it-
self neglected, and not 
needed politically any-
more. “Look at Akhilesh 
Yadav in this entire elec-
tion. He has not spoken 
even once in favour of 
Muslims. We have a 
feeling that while the 
BJP is practising hard 
Hindutva, the likes of 
the Congress and Akh-
ilesh Yadav are practis-
ing soft Hindutva. They 
probably feel speaking 
in favour of Muslims is 
going to damage their 
voting prospects among 
the majority,” another 
student leader says. Stu-
dents feel their commu-
nity has only been used 
as a political pawn, with 
no real development for 
them, stuck between the 
BJP’s Hindutva on one 
hand, and political iso-
lation by the “so-called 
secular” parties on the 
other. There is some 
resentment and anger 
against the Samajwadi 
Party.

The Valmiki Family in Hathras Defied Caste Order
A few weeks ago, a dis-
trict court in Hathras ac-
quitted three of the four 
accused who had raped a 
Dalit teenager while she 
was collecting grass from 
the millet fields in her vil-
lage and then choked her 
with her own dupatta and 
broken her neck in Sep-
tember 2020. The lone 
conviction that was made 
wasn’t for her killing or 
even rape but ‘culpable 
homicide not amounting 
to murder’. This was de-
spite the CBI report that 
invoked charges of rape 
when the senior officials 
in the UP police and ad-
ministration had disputed 
that the rape even took 
place since there were 
no ‘visible signs of in-
tercourse’. Chinese Con-
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thras case, as it became 
known both in national 
and international media, 
played out in the exact 
same fashion as other 
cases of violence against 
Dalits, especially Dalit 
women, play out across 
the country. On finding 
her naked, injured and 
bleeding, her mother put 
clothes back on her and 
then sat her down on a 
motorcycle between her 
older brother and herself 
to drive her to the local 
police station. The fam-
ily is Dalit. But they are 
not just from any ‘lower’ 
caste. They are Valmiki, 
a discerning term that 
barely conceals the dis-
gust that people harbour 
against this caste, when 
what they really want to 
call them is Bhangi – the 
caste of manual scaven-

gers, which incidentally 
is also my own. When 
this Valmiki ‘Bhangi’ 
family reached the po-
lice station with their 
daughter who was in 
extreme pain, her eyes 
bloodshot and her tongue 
mutilated, they laid her 
down on the ground on 
a cold, hard slab. And in 
a typical manner of ap-
proach, failed to regis-
ter a complaint of rape 
or even sexual assault, 
even when the Dalit girl 
suggested that she was 
sexually harassed and 
coerced. In fact, when 
the girl’s older brother 
pleaded them for help to 
transport her to the lo-
cal hospital which was 
several kilometers away, 
they suggested the fam-
ily take her how they got 
her there – on the back 
of a motorcycle; shored 
up between her brother 
on side and mother on 
another. The family got 
an auto instead. The un-
willingness of the police 
to register complaints 
of sexual violence and 
rape, especially when it 
comes to Dalit women, 
isn’t new. In fact, the 
idea of Dalit women as 
disposable, their lives 
insignificant and their 
sexual availability for the 
taking, is so common, 
that there have been in-
stances when the police 
have themselves raped 
the Dalit woman who 
came to register their 
complaint. In late 1980s, 
when a Dalit woman 
named Suman Rani 
came to a police station 
in Haryana to report her 
rape, the police consta-
bles allegedly raped her 
again in the bathroom at 
the police station. Also 
read: The Patriarchy’s 
Curfew Won’t Save Indi-
an Women from Violence 
In the Hathras incident, if 

the police didn’t actively 
rob a Dalit girl’s dignity 
in life, they certainly did 
so in death. After she 
passed away in Delhi’s 
Safdarjung Hospital after 
weeks of fighting for her 
life, the police refused 
to hand over her body to 
her family and cremated 
her body in the dead of 
the night before anyone 
could find out. In a case as 
closely monitored as this, 
the rushed cremation of a 
Dalit girl, snatched from 
her family even in death, 
justifiably caused out-
rage, online and in real 
life. The police and the 
state machinery respond-
ed by imposing Section 
144 (to prevent large 
gatherings) and actively 
stopped any Dalit and op-
position leaders, report-
ers or supporters from 
meeting the family by 
filing FIRs against them. 
However, neither the po-
lice (likely the same of-
ficers who had prevented 
the Valmiki family from 
performing the last rites 
on their deceased daugh-
ter) nor the state stopped 
men from the Thakur and 

other dominant castes 
along with leaders from 
right-wing outfits like the 
Bajrang Dal, Karni Sen 
and All India Kshatriya 
Mahasabha to openly 
gather and protest to de-
mand justice. Not for 
the Dalit girl who had 
been brutalised and was 
now dead, but instead for 
the rapists who they be-
lieve were ‘wrongfully 
accused’ of the crime. 
Members of the Valmiki 
community during a pro-
test over the death of a 
19-year-old Dalit woman 
who was brutally gang-
raped two weeks ago in 
Hathras (UP), in Mathu-
ra, Wednesday, Sept. 30, 
2020. Photo: PTI This 
sympathy for ‘upper’ 
caste men, regardless of 
the heinousness of their 
crime, would be puz-
zling if we didn’t live 
in a society that openly 
dehumanises Dalits and 
degrades Dalit women. 
In a social order where 
Dalits are never intended 
to prosper, thrive or even 
exist in a state that’s any-
thing but depleted, Dalits 
are always under attack. 

Our success, whether it’s 
within the caste-based 
professions we’re forced 
to follow or outside of 
them, is an immediate 
threat to our so-called 
culture and penalised 
harshly. In Boolgarhi vil-
lage where the Valmiki 
family lived, their house 
was in close proximity 
to the four rapists’. Ac-
cording to the judgment 
report released after the 
verdict, the Dalit girl’s 
father and grandfather 
had previously filed a 
case under the SC/ST 
ACT against one of the 
three acquitted accused, 
Ravi Kumar, and his 
older brother, Narendra, 
for assaulting the Dalit 
girl’s grandfather with a 
sickle and chopping his 
fingers when the Dalit el-
der had objected to them 
leading their buffaloes 
to graze on the Valmiki 
family’s land. Ravi Ku-
mar is also the uncle to 
the Sandeep Sisodia, who 
earned the lone convic-
tion in the Hathras case, 
and his brother Narendra 
is Sandeep’s father. Also 
read: The Post-Hathras 

Conundrum: Striving for 
a National Dalit-Bahujan 
Agenda While the case 
dates back to the early 
2001, both Ravi and his 
brother Narendra were 
acquitted of it only in 
2015 and allegedly spent 
three months in jail at the 
time of the crime. Ravi, 
Sandeep and the second 
acquitted accused Ramu 
(Ravi’s cousin and Sand-
eep’s other uncle) all cited 
this old case as the reason 
behind why the Valmiki 
family had ‘framed’ them 
in the fraudulent case 
of rape and subsequent 
murder in their individu-
al testimonies. They also 
mentioned how in June 
2020, about three months 
before the incident of 
rape and subsequent 
murder of the Dalit girl, 
their family along with 
the family of the fourth 
accused, LuvKush had 
filed a complaint against 
the Valmiki family for 
spreading garbage and 
dirty drain water in the 
locality. They also cited 
this recent complaint, 
which the accused and 
their families had made 
and not the other way 
around, as the reason 
why the Valmiki fam-
ily had ‘implicated’ the 
four dominant caste men 
in the case. In 2021, the 
Indian Supreme Court 
noted that cases filed un-
der the SC/ST Preven-
tion of Atrocity Act often 
fail to reach conviction 
due to ‘shoddy investi-
gations’, and witnesses 
often remain vulnerable 
to abuse, social boycotts 
and even violence. They 
also mentioned that the 
low conviction rate was 
often mistaken as proof 
for these complaints be-
ing false, while in reality 
most SC/ST folks.

Sonia Gandhi’s Troubled Legacy
Twenty-five years ago 
this day – March 14, 
1998 – some of the most 
congenital intriguers and 
conspirators the Con-
gress had nurtured over 
the years got together to 
defrock a duly elected 
party president, Sitaram 
Kesari, and install, in his 
place, Sonia Gandhi as 
the Congress boss. All 
the honourable men and 
women in the Congress 
leadership at the time 
– Pranab Mukherjee, 
Natwar Singh, A.K. An-
thony, Manmohan Singh, 
Jitendra Prasad, Sharad 
Pawar, Shivraj Patil, 
Ahmed Patel, Ambika 
Soni, Rajesh Pilot, Mad-
havrao Scindia, among 
others – were party to 
elevating someone who 
had once been been gra-
tuitously dismissed as “a 
simple housewife”, as 
head of the oldest politi-
cal organisation in India. 
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it happened, Sonia Gan-
dhi turned out to be the 
longest serving party 
chief and historians and 

political commentators 
give her credit for lead-
ing her party to power 
in 2004 after its longest 
stint out of government 
at the Centre. As the 
designated mascot of a 
powerful political legacy, 
Sonia had the advantage 
of name-recognition, a 
certain familiarity with 
the levers of power, an 
unexplored mystique and 
a shrewd mind. Above 
all, however, her great-
est asset was a persona 
that exuded decency and 
civility. It is possible to 
suggest, in retrospect, 
that the combination of 
calculations and per-
sonalities that led to her 
being given the party 
crown was a response to 
the felt need to restore a 
new cohesion and con-
fidence in the Congress 
– till then acknowledged 
and respected as the nat-
ural party of governance. 
The post-Rajiv Gandhi 
Congress had been in a 
veritable turmoil. Cas-
cading events – the 1991 
economic reforms, the 
Babri Masjid demolition 
and downstream disrup-
tion caused by the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union 
– underlined the need 
for some kind of lead-
ership consensus in the 
party; and, by extension, 
in the Indian polity. So-

nia seemed to be just the 
person to provide a calm 
and soothing presence 
in a party full of agitat-
ing egos and conflicting 
ambitions. The same re-
quirement of stability 
and cohesion in the pol-
ity had, in 1998, made 
the electorate turn to Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee, a famil-
iar, unthreatening lead-
er, with a well-earned 
reputation for working 
across the political di-
vide. The Centre does 
not permit any vacuum 
or uncertainty. Newly-
empowered, Corporate 
India put all its eggs in 
the Vajpayee basket. The 
combined political skills 
of L.K. Advani, Jaswant 
Singh and Pramod Ma-
hajan cobbled together a 
working majority behind 
the Vajpayee regime. 
But even before it could 
settle down to attend to 
the polity’s business of 
governance, the Vajpay-
ee innings got aborted 
by another set of Tamil 
Nadu-based intriguers. 
Watch: ‘Congress Raipur 
Meet Neither Success 
Nor Failure; Lot More 
Needed For It to Revive’ 
The over-reaching and 
over-ambitious players 
could come together to 
vote the Vajpayee gov-
ernment out but would 
not agree on backing So-

nia’s claims to form an 
alternative coalition in 
New Delhi. Indian po-
liticos were not the only 
ones making miscalcula-
tions; the generals in Is-
lamabad smelled an op-
portunity in chaos across 
the border and embarked 
ill-advisedly on the Kar-
gil adventure. When the 
country found itself vot-
ing once again in a gener-
al election after the Kar-
gil War, it made a clear 
choice – the “tried and 
tested” Vajpayee over 
Sonia Gandhi. On her 
part, Sonia also learnt a 
lesson: to not let darbaris 
stoke her ambitions. The 
country was looking for 
a calming presence that 
only a Vajpayee could 
provide. It is also pos-

sible to believe that she 
understood very clearly 
that as an Italian by birth, 
she probably would not 
be acceptable to the tradi-
tional Indian society. In-
stead, she devoted herself 
to producing a certain 
kind of order and stabil-
ity in the Congress. She 
understood, presciently, 
that all that the Congress 
had to do was to give evi-
dence of political maturi-
ty, seriousness and savvy, 
and wait for the Vajpayee 
regime to make mistakes. 
And the Vajpayee regime 
did make mistakes. As 
prime minister, Vajpayee 
found Advani snapping 
at his heels; he would not 
give the time of the day 
to those demanding su-
premos in Nagpur; and, 

when “9/11” transmitted 
its own ugly reverbera-
tions in this part of the 
world, Team Vajpayee 
fumbled and stumbled. 
Vajpayee’s failure to send 
the then Gujarat chief 
minister, Narendra Modi, 
packing after the horrific 
anti-Muslim violence 
sealed the NDA govern-
ment’s fate. 2004 was not 
as much a vote for the So-
nia Gandhi-led Congress 
as it was a rejection of 
the BJP politics of polari-
sation. Again, the Centre 
would not countenance a 
vacuum. Sonia brilliantly 
repurposed Indian poli-
tics: the Left was induced 
to become a partner, and 
she herself handed over 
the crown to Manmohan 
Singh. 
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India’s Risky Plan Betting On A 
Mild Omicron

The party is over. Covid 
is back with a bang and 
we could be getting into a 
worse outbreak than sum-
mer this year. Yet, with 
everyone sounding the 
alarm, why are we all so 
complacent? Markets are 
full of unmasked people, 
airfares have surged with 
demand, and partying is 
at its peak as we head to 
the end of the year. Yes, 
we the people seem to be 
blase about another wave 
despite the world warn-
ing us of a potential di-
saster. But we were like 
that before this summer, 
until the funeral pyres 
brought home the reality. 
With the relatively small 
numbers (126 Omicron 
cases so far), we probably 
feel there is no real wave. 
Unfortunately, the reality 
could be quite different. 
First, Omicron positivity 
only comes after four or 
five rounds of genome 
testing, so the 126 could 
be two to four multiples 
of that. Second, given 
that many of the symp-
toms seem mild, many 
people may not be test-
ing. Third, as WHO chief 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebr-
eyesus put it, “The reality 
is that Omicron is prob-
ably in most countries.... 
we have a more transmis-
sible virus, we could be 
setting ourselves up for 
a very dangerous situa-
tion.” Frankly, we cannot 
afford a repeat of what 
happened earlier this 
year. Even if Omicron is 
just a milder version, we 
know it is more virulent, 
spreading more than 5.5 
times faster than Delta 
and doubling every 1.5-3 
days. The government’s 
own estimates using UK 
data suggest Omicron 
is affecting 1.4 million 
people daily. Given that 
it takes 10 days to be rid 
of the virus, that means at 
any given time we could 
have 25 million people 
afflicted by the variant. 
To put that in perspec-
tive, that’s the population 
of Australia. sond4jsc 
India’s Omicron COV-
ID-19 count rose to 126 
on Saturday after Karna-
taka and Kerala reported 
six and four cases respec-
tively. After two years of 
lockdowns and restric-
tions, the economy is just 
about getting back on 
its feet. Another big Co-
vid blow will knock out 
whatever little resilience 
there is left, especially 
in construction, retail, 
hospitality and MSME 
sectors, which provide 
the bulk of employment 
in urban India. Despite 
both WHO and the G-7 
calling this ‘wave’ disas-
trous, there seems to be 
complacency both within 
the populace and the gov-
ernment, very similar to 
what we saw in March, 
when celebrating Holi, 

weddings and holding 
election rallies seemed 
to be the big concern. To-
day, Holi is replaced by 
Christmas and the New 
Year, and weddings and 
election rallies continue. 
Strangely, the Health 
Ministry, in its press con-
ference on Friday, played 
both sides of the coin; it 
sounded the alarm that 
we could be overrun by 
another wave - a brilliant 
bureaucratic cover in 
case things go awry - and 
yet offered solicitous ad-
vice on how to tackle the 
situation; avoid unneces-
sary travel, reduce party-
ing, follow Covid norms, 
get vaccinated etc etc. 
It also rejected the pos-
sibility of booster shots 
for health and frontline 
workers, as well as for 
senior citizens (like the 
writer) until everyone is 
vaccinated. The desire to 
get everyone vaccinated 
is understandable, even a 
noble goal. But we have 
only fully vaccinated 
39% of the total popula-
tion or 57% of the adult 
population (see below). 
At our current rate of vac-
cinations, we are unlikely 
to reach the target of all 
adults before March. 
The whole population? 
Never. 29h75ptg Partly, 
we have lost the oomph 
of vaccination. gdh8ijh 
Almost 120 million peo-
ple haven’t turned up for 
their second shot. The 
vaccination rate has fall-
en from an average of 8 
million shots a day in Oc-
tober to 6-7 million now. 
And we are not keeping 
pace with most countries 
in our overall drive to 
vaccinate. 42j1hng Even 
in the West, the vaccina-
tion levels aren’t going 
to reach 100%. Yet most 
of these countries have 
started the booster shot. 
In Britain, which is fac-
ing a huge outbreak, they 
have already managed to 
give 50% of the popula-
tion boosters, without 
waiting for the 15% who 
haven’t got vaccinated. 
So, for the government to 
hide behind the curtain of 
completing vaccinations 
before giving the booster 
shot is like waiting to 
eliminate poverty. There 
is an issue that a Cov-
ishield booster to those 
vaccinated with Cov-
ishield is not seen as the 
most effective booster, 
although studies do show 
that it does help (1). Since 
90% of the vaccinations 
are Covishield, the gov-
ernment needs an alterna-
tive. The first alternative 
is stop further Covaxin 
vaccinations (except the 
second shot) and use it 
for the 28 million health 
and frontline workers 
who are already vaccinat-
ed. Bharat Biotech says it 
will produce 80 million 
doses this month, so there 

should be adequate sup-
ply to kick off this part. 
Giving these two groups 
boosters immediately is 
absolutely necessary. For 
many of them it’s nine 
months or more since 
they were vaccinated. All 
studies show consider-
able waning in immunity 
after 6 months, which 
means this group needs a 
booster shot, Omicron or 
no Omicron. Delta is still 
around, so why should 
these workers risk their 
well-being because the 
government has some 
nebulous aim of total 
vaccination? The risk of 
them falling to Omicron 
could potentially bring 
our medical system to its 
knees, especially if we 
have an outbreak of the 
proportions that the gov-
ernment is saying is pos-
sible. The doctors’ body 
has been demanding this 
for a few weeks, and 
they know what’s good; 
they have to face the 
public, not bureaucrats 
isolated in their bunkers. 
Covaxin, along with the 
WHO-cleared Covavax 
(which SII is producing 
and is said to have ad-
equate stocks of - about 
250 million shots) is also 
seen as a very effective 
booster (1), and should 
be enough to give the 
third shot for the elderly 
and immune-compro-
mised without affecting 
the availability of vac-
cines for those not vac-
cinated or fully vaccinat-
ed. There must be some 
other reason the govern-
ment isn’t pushing for the 
booster. Could it be mon-
ey? The Business Stan-
dard (2) estimates that 
having spent ₹ 50,000 
crore on vaccines so far, 
they would need another 
₹ 10,000 crore to pay for 
the boosters. Given how 
stingy the Finance Min-
istry has been on Covid-
related spends (yes, we 
did get long plaintive 
lectures that professed 
crores and crores for ev-
eryone, but most of it was 
just reworked numbers, 
little extra came out of 
the kitty) would they, six 
weeks before the Budget, 
be willing to disturb the 
delicate deficit balance? 
Why are they unwilling 
to act more decisively 
to prevent another wave, 
instead of just offering a 
set of homilies in press 
conference? Where is the 
Health Minister? Who-
ever he is, since no one 
has seen or heard of him 
(oops, sorry! he was do-
ing press ups in Madhya 
Pradesh). Perhaps, hav-
ing seen his predecessor 
dispatched to the dust-
bin for talking too much, 
Mansukh Mandaviya 
believes that invisibility 
is a virtue. Isn’t it time, 
like other countries, to 
take some decisive ac-
tion, rather than making 
pithy requests to pub-
lic? Around the world, 
campaigns for booster 
shots are on, compulsory 
masking has returned, 
get-togethers have been 
reduced to immediate 
families, vaccine certifi-
cates are demanded for 
entry into restaurants, 
and night curfews are 
back. 

PM’s Strategy In Gujarat - Avoid Any Reference To AAP
we have been travelling to 
various parts of the state. 
One of our halts was at 
the crucial south Gujarat 
city of Surat. This is the 
place which delivered 
for the Bharatiya Janata 
party (BJP) even when 
its performance hit rock 
bottom in the 2017 state 
polls. This time around, 
the big difference is the 
entry of the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) in the Guja-
rat poll arena. But it ap-
pears that in its election 
campaign, the BJP wants 
to skip any mention of 
this new entrant. From 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi mentioning last 
month that the Congress 
must not be considered a 
weak opponent, to Home 
Minister Amit Shah say-
ing a contest in Guja-
rat is primarily between 
the Congress, the ruling 
party has only sharpened 
its tactic to ignore the Ar-
vind Kejriwal-led party. 
hd5gtofg We attended a 
rally of the Prime Min-
ister in Navsari, about an 
hour’s drive from Surat. 
About 80 per cent of his 
speech focused on his 
own government and its 
performance. The Prime 
Minister has served as 
Gujarat’s chief minister 
for three terms, so it is 
needless to say that his 
speech was less off the 
tele-prompter and more 
from personal experi-
ence. He mentioned vari-
ous schemes launched 
during his tenure as 
chief minister and how 
they later found a place 
at the central level. The 
Prime Minister’s politi-
cal attack was targeted 
at the Congress, accus-
ing the grand old party 
of failure to look beyond 

dynastic politics. He hit 
out at Congress leader 
Madhusudan Mistry’s 
recent “aukaat” jab and 
went on to list personal 
remarks made by top 
Congress leaders against 
him, including “Maut ka 
saudagar” -- by Sonia 
Gandhi -- and “neech 
aadmi” and “chaiwala” -- 
by Mani Shankar Aiyar. 
dehmri48 Commenting 
on the Congress mani-
festo that promises to re-
name the Narendra Modi 
Stadium in Ahmedabad to 
Sardar Patel Stadium, Mr 
Mistry recently said the 
move will “show Modi 
his aukaat (place)”. The 
senior Congress leader’s 
comment, coupled with 
the earlier remarks by 
Congress leaders, pro-
vided the Prime Minister 
the perfect opportunity 
to target the Opposition 
party that is desperately 
trying to put up a tough 
fight against the BJP. But 

in his speeches on Mon-
day, the mention of AAP 
was negligible. In Navsa-
ri, the Prime Minister just 
said, “Do not let people 
coming from Delhi fool 
you.” The remark ap-
peared to be a barb at the 
AAP but the Prime Min-
ister did not take names. 
Later that evening, we 
spoke to supporters of 
the BJP and asked them 
about the prospects of 
the Kejriwal-led party. 
They responded dis-
missively: “Who Kejri-
wal?” South Gujarat is 
important for the BJP as 
it tries to tide over anti-
incumbency to retain its 
grip over the state. The 
region accounts for 35 
out of the 182 seats in the 
Assembly. Although the 
BJP returned to power 
in the 2017 election, its 
poll show was disap-
pointing. But this region 
was the silver lining, as 
the party recorded over 

a 90% strike rate here. 
This time, the Congress 
has started its campaign 
here late, with star faces 
hitting the poll trail only 
now. uq90jfpo The AAP, 
however, has gone all 
out in south Gujarat. The 
party has planned several 
rallies by Arvind Kejri-
wal and state party leader 
Gopal Italia. Mr Italia is 
a prominent face of the 
anti-BJP Patidar agita-
tion alongside Hardik Pa-
tel, who has now moved 
from the Congress to the 
BJP. As Gujarat gears up 
for the big poll fight, the 
key question is: will the 
BJP’s tactic to silently 
write off Arvind Kejri-
wal prove to be a well 
calculated strategy or a 
grave mistake? coupled 
with the earlier remarks 
by Congress leaders, pro-
vided the Prime Minister 
the perfect opportunity 
to target the Opposition 
party that is desperately 

trying to put up a tough 
fight against the BJP. But 
in his speeches on Mon-
day, the mention of AAP 
was negligible. In Navsa-
ri, the Prime Minister just 
said, “Do not let people 
coming from Delhi fool 
you.” The remark ap-
peared to be a barb at the 
AAP but the Prime Min-
ister did not take names. 
Later that evening, we 
spoke to supporters of 
the BJP and asked them 
about the prospects of 
the Kejriwal-led party. 
They responded dis-
missively: “Who Kejri-
wal?” South Gujarat is 
important for the BJP as 
it tries to tide over anti-
incumbency to retain its 
grip over the state. The 
region accounts for 35 
out of the 182 seats in the 
Assembly. Although the 
BJP returned to power 
in the 2017 election, its 
poll show was disap-
pointing. But this region 
was the silver lining, as 
the party recorded over 
a 90% strike rate here. 
This time, the Congress 
has started its campaign 
here late, with star faces 
hitting the poll trail only 
now. uq90jfpo The AAP, 
however, has gone all 
out in south Gujarat. The 
party has planned several 
rallies by Arvind Kejri-
wal and state party leader 
Gopal Italia. Mr Italia is 
a prominent face of the 
anti-BJP Patidar agita-
tion alongside Hardik Pa-
tel, who has now moved 
from the Congress to the 
BJP. As Gujarat gears up 
for the big poll fight, the 
key question is: will the 
BJP’s tactic to silently 
write off Arvind Kejriwal 
prove to be a well calcu-
lated strategy.

Why the Conclusion in Ukraine Will Be Untidy
Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky was 
propelled into the headlines 
last year by the Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine, becom-
ing a permanent haranguer 
on the screens of Europe 
and the US, and projecting 
himself into whichever oc-
casion he could contrive to 
make demands for moral 
and material support on be-
half of his country. He was 
an actor elected in 2019 as 
an anti-establishment, anti-
corruption campaigner, in 
contrast to the oligarchs 
who had preceded him in the 
notoriously corrupt country. 
But by the end of 2021, his 
approval had fallen to 32% 
for non-performance. The 
invasion was his redemp-
tion; he now rates around 
95%. Chinese Construction 
of Waterfalls in the build-
ing 350, - Travel Nfx 00:00 
Previous PauseNext 00:07 
/ 03:02 Unmute Fullscreen 
Copy video url Play / Pause 
Mute / Unmute Report a 
problem Language Share 
Vidverto Player Ukraine is 
a state but has struggled to 
consolidate itself as a na-
tion; in the 30 years since 
the USSR’s dissolution, it 
produced no leader capable 
of uniting its citizens in 
any shared conception of 
national identity. The terri-
tory claimed by Kiev was 
assembled after World War 
II; eastern portions of Po-
land and Czechoslovakia 
were incorporated by Sta-
lin and Crimea by Khrush-
chev. Since the entire Soviet 
Union was controlled from 
Moscow, these accretions 
were of little practical sig-
nificance, but they produced 
fractures along linguistic, 
religious and cultural lines, 
made worse by the unitary 

government and not a fed-
eral one that could have 
allowed some devolution. 
The break-up of the Soviet 
Union in 1991 resulted in 
unfortunate consequences 
for many inside and outside 
the USSR, particularly the 
ethnic Russians that found 
themselves minorities in 
newly independent repub-
lics. A basic principle of 
Moscow’s foreign policy 
after 2000 has been atten-
tion to, and protection of, 
these Russian minorities, 
which was evident in Geor-
gia, Moldova and now in 
Ukraine. The 2014 Ukraine 
revolution that overthrew 
President Yanukovich be-
cause he preferred closer 
ties with Russia rather than 
with the European Union 
saw the US and EU open-
ly supporting the uprising 
in order to attach Ukraine 
to the EU and NATO, al-
though Ukraine was ineli-
gible for both under normal 
requirements. With Ya-
nukovich’s departure, the 
Donbas uprising against 
Kiev was supported by 
Russia. The 2014 and 2015 
Minsk agreements were to 
provide Donbas a degree 
of autonomy through elec-
tion of local officials with 
Kiev guarding the Donbas 
external borders, but the 
Kiev legislature rejected 
both the federal structure 
and amnesty for secession-
ists. An impasse developed; 
although Zelensky was ini-
tially anxious to arrive at a 
settlement with Moscow, 
he could not risk his po-
litical future by implement-
ing the Minsk agreements 
against nationalist and far-
right ‘neo-Nazi’ opposi-
tion, and he had the support 
of the US in not doing so. 

Only an implementation 
of Minsk might have per-
suaded Russia to withdraw 
from Donbas, though that 
is now moot with Moscow 
having incorporated the 
four eastern and southeast-
ern Ukraine provinces into 
Russia. Also read: How 
Feasible Is it For India to 
Broker Peace Between Rus-
sia and Ukraine? Due to 
naïveté or instigation from 
the West, Zelensky made 
no effort to reassure Mos-
cow about any intention to 
seek membership of NATO 
during the Russian build-up 
leading to the February in-
vasion, and within a month 
of the invasion, tripartite 
talks in Antalya between 
Turkey, Ukraine and Rus-
sia arrived at contours of a 
diplomatic solution, with 
Kyiv eschewing future 
membership of NATO and 
a time-bound status quo in 
Crimea, but expectations 
were dashed allegedly due 
to US objections. Now, a 
year later, with at least eight 
million Ukrainian refugees 
across Europe and six mil-
lion internally displaced, 
the fighting continues with 
increasing devastation. Nei-
ther party accepts the oth-
er’s conditions for a cease-
fire. The total donations 

to Ukraine for its military 
and administrative arrange-
ments are €106 billion, with 
the US leading with €48 bn 
and the EU with €35 bn. 
The World Bank and IMF 
have contributed $2 bn in 
contrast to their indiffer-
ence to the abject destitu-
tion in war-torn Yemen and 
Afghanistan. At every stage, 
with Zelensky like Oliver 
Twist ever asking for more, 
the West has delivered more 
modern weapons into Ukra-
nian hands, though some 
European electorates are 
feeling uneasy, and German 
Chancellor Scholtz has de-
plored the ‘bidding war’ in 
which every Western leader 
postures like a wartime 
Churchill, every Ukranian 
is a voluble hero and photo 
opportunities with Zelen-
sky reap domestic political 
benefits. With this degree 
of involvement, the US and 
NATO seem determined to 
prolong the fight until Rus-
sia is weakened and desta-
bilised, and its sympathis-
ers shamed. White House 
spokesperson Jen Psaki 
warned that India should 
worry about how the history 
of Ukraine would record it, 
and a Kiev parliamentar-
ian urged India to be sanc-
tioned by Washington. In 

fact, history will record that 
Ukraine rebuffed Indian ap-
proaches in the early 1990s 
on nuclear cooperation, 
sold Pakistan 320 Ukraini-
an T-80UD battle tanks and 
robustly opposed Indian 
nuclear testing at the Con-
ference on Disarmament in 
1998. This came as no sur-
prise; the new republics that 
separated from USSR were 
wary of India’s historic ties 
with Moscow, and over-
night, decades-old patterns 
of economic, trade and cul-
tural contacts were disrupt-
ed and are yet to be fully 
redeveloped. History will 
also record that no Asian 
country, other than known 
American allies, have im-
plemented anti-Russian 
sanctions and that India’s 
policy is a triumph of prag-
matic pursuit of the national 
interest. Many wonder how 
the current conflict will end. 
It will be an untidy conclu-
sion; Ukraine another di-
vided country like Korea 
or Cyprus, though it could 
achieve unity and prosper-
ity only through reasonable 
and cordial relations with 
Russia. A de facto partition 
of Ukraine would be a frag-
ile flashpoint prone to in-
surgency and partisan activ-
ity backed by intelligence, 
weapons, monetary and lo-
gistical support that would 
make life in the Russian-
absorbed enclaves difficult. 
Therefore, even a Russian 
face-saving outcome would 
prove pyrrhic. In the broad-
er context, Ukraine is the 
harbinger of future ‘ t o -
tal’ wars, weaponis- i n g 
artificial intelligence, pro-
paganda, energy, sanctions, 
finance, banking, cyber-
space, digital technologies 
and social media.
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US Advisory Panel Suggests Extending 
Grace Period For H1-B Visa Holders

Washington: A presiden-
tial advisory sub-com-
mittee has recommended 
the federal government 
to extend the grace pe-
riod for H1-B workers, 
who have lost their jobs, 
from the existing 60 days 
to 180 days so that the 
workers have enough 
opportunities to find a 
new job or other alterna-
tives. “The immigration 
subcommittee recom-
mends the Department of 
Homeland Security and 
the US Citizenship and 
Immigration Services 
(USCIS) to extend the 
grace period for H1-B 
workers, who have lost 
their jobs, from 60 days 
to 180 days,” Ajay Jain 
Bhutoria, member of 
the President’s Advisory 
Commission on Asian 
Americans, Native Ha-
waiians, and Pacific Is-
landers, said on Tues-
day. In his presentation, 
Bhutoria highlighted the 

significant challenges 
faced by H1-B workers 
laid off from their jobs. 
The current 60-day grace 
period presents numer-
ous hurdles, including 
finding a new job within 
a tight timeframe, com-
plex paperwork for trans-
ferring H1-B status, and 
delays in processing at 
USCIS, he said. As a re-
sult, many H1-B work-
ers are forced to leave 
the country which could 
result in a loss of skilled 
labour for the United 
States, he told members 
of the advisory commis-
sion. Mr Bhutoria, in his 
presentation, strongly ad-
vocated for the extension 
of the grace period, citing 
the need to support high-
ly skilled tech employees 
who he said are essential 
to the economic growth 
of the United States. The 
extension would also 
provide affected employ-
ees with more time to 

navigate the complex and 
time-consuming process 
of finding new employ-
ment opportunities and 
transferring their H1-B 
status, he said. Members 
of the commission, rec-
ognising the importance 
of supporting and retain-
ing highly skilled tech 
employees, supported 
the move. Mr Bhutoria’s 
recommendation to ex-
tend the grace period for 
H1-B workers is a criti-
cal step towards ensur-
ing that highly skilled 
tech employees can con-
tinue to contribute to the 
economic growth of the 
United States without 
fear of losing their status. 
H1-B visa holders face 
significant consequences 
when they are laid off 
from their jobs. After 
termination, they have 
a 60-day grace period 
during which they must 
either leave the United 
States, seek a change of 

immigration status, or 
have another employer 
file an H1-B petition on 
their behalf. If they do 
not do so within 60 days, 
they are considered to be 
in violation of the terms 
of their non-immigrant 
visa. However, if a new 
employer files a new 
H1-B petition for the visa 
holder within 60 days of 
a previous employer’s 
termination, the change 
of employer petition 
will typically be granted 
even if there was a gap 
in the employee’s H1-B 
status. ALSO READ US 
Drone-Russia Jet Col-
lide Over Black Sea: 
What We Know So Far 
US Drone-Russia Jet 
Collide Over Black Sea: 
What We Know So Far 
“I Want To Tell Mr. Pu-
tin...”: US Senator Slams 
Russia Over Drone Crash 
“I Want To Tell Mr. Pu-
tin...”: US Senator Slams 
Russia Over Drone Crash 

US Says Drone Had To 
Crash Into Black Sea Af-
ter Damage From Rus-
sian Jet US Says Drone 
Had To Crash Into Black 
Sea After Damage From 
Russian Jet H1-B work-
ers encounter many bar-
riers that make it difficult 
for them to complete all 
requirements for main-
taining their status within 
the current 60-day grace 
period. The job mar-
ket can be challenging, 
which is especially true 
for workers in special-
ised fields, he said. Tech 
companies typically con-
duct four to five rounds 
of interviews, which take 
several weeks before a 
candidate is offered a job. 
Even if an H1-B worker 
is able to find a new job 
within 60 days, the pro-
cess of transferring their 
H1-B status can be time-
consuming and complex 
given the significant.

Honduras To Establish Diplomatic 
Ties With China, Taiwan

Tegucigalpa, Honduras: 
Honduras will estab-
lish diplomatic relations 
with mainland China, 
President Xiomara Cas-
tro said Tuesday, a move 
that would result in the 
severing of longstanding 
official ties with Taiwan. 
Castro wrote on Twitter 
that she had instructed 
Foreign Minister Edu-
ardo Reina “to undertake 
the opening of official re-
lations with the People’s 
Republic of China.” The 
move comes weeks af-
ter her government an-
nounced it was negotiat-
ing with China to build a 
hydroelectric dam called 
Patuca II. Under Beijing’s 
“One China” principle, 
no country may main-
tain official diplomatic 
relations with both China 
and Taiwan. Honduras is 
one of only 14 countries 
that officially recognize 
Taiwan, a self-ruled is-
land that China considers 
part of its territory to be 
retaken one day, by force 

if necessary. The Hon-
duran government did 
not immediately confirm 
whether it had officially 
severed ties with Tai-
pei. On Wednesday, Tai-
wan’s foreign ministry 
expressed “serious con-
cern” at the announce-
ment. “We ask Honduras 
to carefully consider and 
do not fall into China’s 
trap and make the wrong 
decision to damage the 
long-term friendship 
between Taiwan and 
Honduras,” the foreign 
ministry said in a state-
ment. Central American 
countries aligned with 
the United States, which 

has a strong relationship 
with Taiwan despite dip-
lomatically recognizing 
Beijing, had maintained 
ties with Taipei for de-
cades. Latin America has 
been a key diplomatic 
battleground for China 
and Taiwan since the two 
split in 1949 after a civil 
war. Honduras is among 
three Central American 
states -- alongside Belize 
and Guatemala -- that 
still recognize Taiwan. It 
is one of its few remain-
ing allies in Latin Amer-
ica after China poached 
Nicaragua, El Salvador, 
Panama, the Dominican 
Republic.

‘Stand Resolute And Fight For Haqeeqi Azadi,’ 
Ex-Pakistan PM’s Video Message To People

Lahore: Former Pakistan 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan on Tuesday ap-
pealed to his countrymen 
to stand resolute and fight 
for ‘Haqeeqi Azadi’ and 
rule of law as police fired 
tear gas and used water 
cannons to disperse his 
supporters gathered out-
side his residence in La-
hore to prevent his arrest 
in the Toshakhana case. 
Khan took to Twitter and 
posted a video message, 
“My message to the na-
tion to stand resolute and 
fight for Haqeeqi Azadi 
& rule of law.” His vid-
eo message came as TV 
footage showed police 
slowly approaching the 
Zaman Park residence of 
Khan behind an armoured 
vehicle that was dispers-
ing his supporters with 
a water cannon. IMRAN 
KHAN’S VIDEO MES-
SAGE A senior police 
officer of Islamabad po-
lice said that his team has 
come here to arrest the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) chairman in the 

Toshakhana case. Khan 
has been in the crosshairs 
for buying gifts, includ-
ing an expensive Graff 
wristwatch he had re-
ceived as the premier at a 
discounted price from the 
state depository called 
Toshakhana and selling 
them for profit. Clashes 
Between PTI Supporters, 
Police In Lahore Clashes 
erupted between police 
and PTI workers when 
the former approached 
Khan’s residence to ar-
rest him. His support-
ers pelted stones at the 
policemen. Both Khan’s 
party workers and police-
men were injured. The 
official Twitter handle 
of the party earlier urged 
supporters and workers 
to gather outside the resi-
dence and ‘remain peace-
ful’. A large number of 
PTI workers equipped 
with clubs were present 
outside the 70-year-old 
leader’s residence to re-
sist the police action. The 
police blocked all roads 
leading to the house of

 the PTI chairman by 
placing containers and 
riot personnel took po-
sitions to launch the 
operation. Senior PTI 
leader Farukh Habib told 
reporters that come what 
may Imran Khan would 
not surrender to police 
in fake cases. “The arrest 
warrants in the case relat-
ed to threatening a female 
judge were today sus-
pended by the Islamabad 
High Court. Let’s see 
what new warrants police 
have brought with them 
now,” Habib said. One 
activist of Khan’s party 
was killed on Wednes-
day during a crackdown 
on his supporters who 
gathered outside his resi-
dence in Lahore, defy-
ing a government ban on 
rallies in the city. Khan 
Booked For Killing PTI 
Worker On Monday, 
the Lahore police had 
booked Khan in a case 
related to the killing of 
the PTI worker - Ali Bilal 
alias Zille Shah - in a 
road accident. Earlier, 

the Lahore police had 
registered an FIR against 
Khan and 400 others 
for the murder of Shah. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like 
Ready to Benefit? Indian 
Citizens Born Between 
1942 - 1971, Apply Now 
Insistent savings Look-
ing for 2bhk Interiors? 
Book a Free Design Ses-
sion Now! HomeLane 
“The new FIR has been 
registered against Imran 
Khan, Fawad Chaudhry, 
Dr Yasmin Rashid and 
a number of other PTI 

men for abetment to mur-
der, concealing facts and 
evidence related to the 
death of Zille Shah,” a 
senior police officer told 
PTI. He said the police 
may arrest Khan and 
others nominated in the 
FIR after direction from 
the “top”. The PTI had 
accused the police of 
murder of Shah after in-
flicting brutal torture on 
March 8. This is the 81th 
FIR against Khan since 
the PML-N led federal 
coalition came into pow-
er 11 months.

NASA Captures A Dying Star’s 
Rare Phase Before It Explodes

Cape Canaveral: The 
Webb Space Telescope 
has captured the rare and 
fleeting phase of a star on 
the cusp of death. NASA 
released the picture on 
Tuesday at the South by 
Southwest conference in 
Austin, Texas. The ob-
servation was among the 
first made by Webb fol-
lowing its launch in late 
2021. Its infrared eyes 
observed all the gas and 
dust flung into space by 

a huge, hot star 15,000 
light-years away. A light-
year is about 5.8 trillion 
miles. There is beauty in 
transience. Webb’s stun-
ning image of a super 
bright, massive Wolf-
Rayet star calls forth the 
ephemeral nature of cher-
ry blossoms. The Wolf-
Rayet phase is a fleeting 
stage that only some stars 
go through, soon before 
they explode: https://t.co/
ZOAmKgtshI pic.twit-

ter.com/fC0tL24iUe — 
NASA Webb Telescope 
(@NASAWebb) March 
14, 2023 Shimmering in 
purple like a cherry blos-
som, the cast-off material 
once comprised the star’s 
outer layer. The Hubble 
Space Telescope snapped 
a shot of the same transi-
tioning star a few decades 
ago, but it appeared more 
like a fireball without the 
delicate details. Such a 
transformation occurs 
only with some stars and 
normally is the last step 
before they explode, go-
ing supernova, according 
to scientists. “We’ve nev-
er seen it like that before. 
It’s really exciting,” said 
Macarena Garcia Marin, 
a European Space Agen-
cy scientist who is part 
of the project. This star 
in the constellation Sag-
ittarius, officially known 
as WR 124, is 30 times 
as massive as our sun and 
already has shed enough 
material to account for 
10 suns, according to 
NASA.

NASA awards Firefly Aerospace $112 million contract 
to deliver crucial payloads to far-side of moon

 Tons Of Garbage Pile Up In Paris 
As Pension Strike Continues

Tons of stinking garbage 
and rubbish have piled up 
on the streets of Paris as 
sanitation workers con-
tinue their strike against 
pension reform, BBC 
reported. Notably, the 
city’s garbage collectors 
have been on strike since 
March 6 over  President 
Emmanuel Macron’s pro-
posals to raise the pen-
sion age from 62 to 64. In 
photos and videos shared 
on social media, garbage 
bags could be seen piling 
up on the city’s normally 
picturesque streets, form-
ing shoulder-high piles of 
waste. Till Monday, more 
than 5,600 tonnes of un-
collected garbage was 
piling up on the roads 
of the city. Three waste 
treatment sites have been 
blockaded and a fourth 
partially closed. Watch 
the videos here: The 
trash buildup in Paris has 
now sparked health con-
cerns among Parisians, 
with many fearing that a 

rat invasion is imminent. 
“It’s dirty, it attracts rats 
and cockroaches,” com-
plained one Parisian on 
French radio. “The strike 
triggers a change in rat 
behaviour. They’ll rum-
mage in bins, reproduce 
there, and leave their 
urine and droppings. We 
have a worrying health 
risk for refuse collectors 
and the general popula-
tion.” specialist Romain 
Lasseur told Le Pa-
risien newspaper. Here 
are some other pictures: 
Not just Paris, cities like 

Rennes, Le Havre and 
Nantes, Rennes have 
also been affected by the 
strike. PromotedListen 
to the latest songs, only 
on JioSaavn.com The 
reform would increase 
the age of retirement for 
garbage collectors. They 
currently retire at the age 
of 57 because of difficult 
working conditions and 
under the reforms they 
would have to work for 
two more years. Post a 
comment According to 
the daily Le Parisien, the 
strike will last at least.

The National Aeronau-
tics and Space Adminis-
tration (NASA) on Tues-
day announced that it has 
picked US-based rocket 
builder Firefly Aerospace 
for an important $112 
million contract. The 

NASA contract is for the 
delivery of multiple lunar 
payloads to the far side 
of the moon in 2026. It is 
part of NASA’s efforts to 
put humans on the moon. 
As per the Firefly Aero-
space website, this is 

the second task the firm 
has won under NASA’s 
Commercial Lunar Pay-
load Services (CLPS) 
initiative. Watch | Arte-
mis I Explained: NASA’s 
first mission to land hu-
mans on the moon af-

ter 50 years To fulfil its 
contractual obligations, 
Firefly, as per the com-
pany website, will use its 
“Blue Ghost spacecraft 
in a two-stage configura-
tion to first place a satel-
lite into lunar orbit and 
then deliver two research 
payloads on the far side 
of the Moon.” “This mis-
sion will debut Firefly’s 
unique two-stage Blue 
Ghost spacecraft, of-
fering NASA and other 
customers multiple de-
ployment options as we 
collectively build the 
infrastructure for ongo-
ing lunar operations and 
planetary exploration,” 
said the rocket maker in 
a statement. Also read 
| Unravelling the ‘Dark 
Ages’ of our universe 
from far side of the moon 
As per Reuters, NASA 
had previously handed 
a similar contract worth 
$73 million to spacecraft 

software firm Draper last 
year. The award was for 
the delivery of science 
and technology payloads 
to the far side of the 
moon in 2025. The US 
space agency is attempt-
ing to take humanity to 
the moon through its 
Artemis program’s Com-
mercial Lunar Payload 
Services (CLPS) initia-
tive, which is undertak-
ing a crucial step before 
humanity lands on the 
moon. Also read | Mis-
sion to Moon: How US 
and Japan plan to once 
again send humans to the 
lunar surface CLPS is an 
effort to deploy privately 
built lunar landers to 
study the moon’s surface 
before humans set a foot 
on the celestial object. 
Humanity may make it to 
the moon in the next few 
years. Multiple countries, 
including the United 
States and China, have 
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Netflix Announces Third Season for 
Delhi Crime, Mismatched, Kota Factory

Streamer Netflix on 
Tuesday ordered third 
seasons of their critical-
ly-acclaimed and popular 
shows, including Delhi 
Crime, Mismatched and 
Kota Factory. Netflix has 
also announced third sea-
sons of reality TV series 
Fabulous Lives of Bol-
lywood Wives and Im-
tiaz Ali-created She. The 
streamer shared the news 
in a teaser video posted 
on Instagram. “Shway 
Shway! It’s time to re-

fill your coffee cups be-
cause these favourites are 
coming back for a NEW 
SEASON with a whole 
lotta twists, crime and 
drama!” Netflix wrote in 
the caption. Delhi Crime, 
fronted by Shefali Shah, 
follows the officers of 
Delhi police as they in-
vestigate high-profile 
crimes in the national 
capital. The show’s first 
two seasons were in-
spired by both real and 
fictional events. Based on 

Sandhya Menon’s 2017 
novel When Dimple 
Met Rishi, Mismatched 
is headlined by Prajakta 
Koli and Rohit Saraf. It 
follows Rishi (Saraf), a 
die-hard romantic who 
believes in traditional 
ways of dating, who falls 
for Dimple (Koli), a gam-
er, and eventually wants 
to marry her. Kota Fac-
tory, directed by Raghav 
Subbu, is about Vaibhav, 
a young student on his 
journey to Maheshwari 

— one of Kota’s leading 
training institutes, and 
how he tries to balance 
his friendships, his rela-
tionship with his mentor 
and the looming pres-
sure of getting into IIT. 
The show stars Jitendra 
Kumar, Mayur More, 
Ranjan Raj, Alam Khan, 
Ahsaas Channa, Revathi 
Pillai and Urvi Singh. 
Fabulous Lives of Bolly-
wood Wives follows the 
lives of four Bollywood 
wives — Maheep Ka-
poor (wife of Sanjay Ka-
poor), Bhavana Pandey 
(wife of Chunky Pan-
day), Seema Khan (wife 
of Sohail Khan) and 
Neelam Kothari (wife of 
Samir Soni). The show is 
produced by filmmaker 
Karan Johar’s Dharmatic 
Entertainment, the digital 
label of Dharma Produc-
tions. She, written and 
created by filmmaker Im-
tiaz Ali, features Aaditi 
Pohankar in the central 
role of an undercover 
Mumbai constable. It is 
produced by Viacom 18 
Studios’ Tipping Point 

Microsoft-Backed OpenAI Releases GPT-4, 
Calls Latest AI Model ‘Multimodal’

OpenAI, the creator of 
chatbot sensation Chat-
GPT, on Tuesday said it 
is beginning to release a 
powerful artificial intel-
ligence model known as 
GPT-4, setting the stage 
for even more human-
like technology to pro-
liferate. The startup, 
funded by Microsoft, 
said in a blog post that 
its latest technology is 
“multimodal”, mean-
ing images as well as 
text prompts can spur it 
to generate content. The 
text-input features will 
first be available to Chat-
GPT Plus subscribers 
and to software develop-
ers, with a waitlist, while 
the image-input ability 
remains a preview of its 
research. The highly-an-
ticipated launch signals 
how office workers may 
turn to ever-improving 
AI for still-more tasks, as 
well as how technology 
companies are locked in 
competition to win busi-
ness from such advances. 
Alphabet’s Google on 
Tuesday announced a 
“magic wand” for its col-

laboration software that 
can draft virtually any 
document, days before 
Microsoft is expected to 
showcase AI for its com-
peting Word processor 
that’s likely powered by 
OpenAI. The startup’s 
latest technology in some 
cases represented a vast 
improvement on its prior 

version known as GPT-
3.5, it said. In a simula-
tion of the bar exam re-
quired of US law-school 
graduates before profes-
sional practice, the new 
model scored around the 
top 10 percent of test 
takers, versus the older 
model ranking around 
the bottom 10 percent, 

OpenAI said. While the 
two versions can appear 
similar in casual conver-
sation, “the difference 
comes out when the com-
plexity of the task reach-
es a sufficient threshold,” 
OpenAI said, noting 
“GPT-4 is more reliable, 
creative, and able to han-
dle much more nuanced 

Twitter to Expand Types of Political 
Ads Permitted on Platform

Twitter on Tuesday said it 
would expand the types of 
political ads allowed on the 
social media platform, an 
apparent reversal of its 2019 
global ban on political ads, 
as the Elon Musk-owned 
company seeks to grow rev-
enue. The company tweeted 
it would also relax its ad-
vertising policy for “cause-
based ads” in the United 
States, and moving forward 
would align its advertising 
policy “with that of TV and 
other media outlets.” Twit-
ter banned political ads in 
2019 after it and other social 
media companies like Face-
book faced widespread crit-
icism for allowing election 
misinformation to spread 
across its services. It also 
restricted ads related to so-
cial causes. “We believe po-
litical message reach should 
be earned, not bought,” 
tweeted Jack Dorsey, Twit-
ter’s then-chief executive, 
in announcing the move. 
Twitter to Soon Allow Us-
ers to Side Sweep Through 
Tweets, Trends, Topics, 
More Since Musk took over 

Twitter in late October, 
corporate advertisers have 
fled in response to the Tesla 
CEO laying off thousands 
of employees, reversing 
the permanent suspension 
of former U.S. President 
Donald Trump and rushing 
a paid verification feature 
that resulted in scammers 
impersonating publicly 
listed companies on Twitter. 
Last month, Musk defended 
his deep cost-cutting mea-
sures, and said Twitter had 
been facing “negative cash 
flow” of $3 billion (roughly 
Rs. 24,900 crore) next year. 
Twitter recently restored a 
feature that promotes sui-
cide prevention hotlines 
and other safety resources 

to users looking up certain 
content, after coming under 
pressure from some users 
and consumer safety groups 
over its removal. Twitter 
Gets Server Architecture 
Changes, Should Feel Fast-
er, Says Elon Musk Reuters 
reported in December that 
the feature was taken down, 
citing two people familiar 
with the matter, who said 
the removal was ordered by 
the social media platform’s 
new owner Elon Musk. Af-
ter publication of the story, 
Twitter head of trust and 
safety Ella Irwin confirmed 
the removal and called it 
temporary. About 15 hours 
after the initial report, 
Musk, who did not initial-

Asus launches new ZenBook and VivoBook laptops in India

Asus today launched 
10 new laptops in In-
dia. These new laptops 
are powered by AMD’s 
Ryzen 7000 Series pro-
cessors and they bring 
significant upgrades to 
the company’s ZenBook 
and VivoBook series of 
laptops. Asus’ ZenBook 
and VivoBook series of 
laptops start at Rs 42,990 
and they go all the way 
up to Rs 89,990. They 
will be available in India 
online via ASUS e-shop, 
Flipkart, Amazon and of-
fline via Croma, Vijay 

Sales, Reliance Digital 
and all ASUS authorized 
dealers. Asus ZenBook 
and VivoBook series 
laptop pricing and avail-
ability in India The Asus 
ZenBook 14 OLED starts 
at Rs 89,990 in India and 
it will be available via 
Asus e-shop, Flipkart, 
Asus Exclusive Stores, 
ROG Stores, Croma, 
Vijay Sales, Reliance 
Digital and all Asus au-
thorised dealers. There 
is a non-OLED version 
of the ZenBook 14 that 
costs Rs 86,990 and will 

be available at Amazo 
India, Asus Exclusive 
Stores and ROG Stores. 
Similarly, the Asus Vi-
voBook Go 14 and the 
VivoBook Go 15 lap-
tops start at Rs 42,990 
and they will be avail-
able in India via Asus 
e-shop, Flipkart, Asus 
Exclusive Stores, ROG 
Stores, Croma, Vijay 
Sales, Reliance Digital 
and all Asus authorised 
dealers. Also, the Asus 
VivoBook Go 15 OLED 
starts at Rs 50,990 and it 
will be available in India 
via Asus e-shop, Flip-
kart, Amazon India, Asus 
Exclusive Stores, ROG 
Stores, Croma, Vijay 
Sales, Reliance Digital 
and all Asus authorised 
dealers. On the other 
hand, the Asus VivoBook 
14 OLED starts at Rs 
67,990 and will be avail-
able in India via Asus 
e-shop, Asus Exclusive 
Stores, ROG Stores and 
all Asus authorised deal-

ers, while the Asus Vi-
voBook 15 OLED starts 
at Rs 65,990 and it will 
be available in India via 
Amazon, Asus Exclusive 
Stores and ROG Stores. 
Similarly, the Asus Vi-
voBook 16 OLED laptop 
starts at Rs 55,990, and it 
will be available in India 
via Flipkart, Asus Exclu-
sive Stores, ROG Stores, 
Croma, Vijay Sales, Reli-
ance Digital and all Asus 
authorised dealers. Also, 
the Asus VivoBook 15X 
OLED starts at Rs 66,990 
and it will be available in 
India via Asus e-shop, 
Asus Exclusive Stores, 
ROG Stores and all Asus 
authorised dealers. Last-
ly, the Asus VivoBook S 
14 Flip starts at Rs 66,990 
and it will be available in 
India via Asus e-shop, 
Amazon India, Flipkart, 
Asus Exclusive Stores, 
ROG Stores and all 
Asus authorised deal-
ers. Asus ZenBook 14 
and ZenBook 14 OLED 

specifications This lap-
top comes with in an all-
aluminium body in a jade 
black colour. It comes 
with a 14-inch display 
with a 2.8K resolution 
and 90Hz screen refresh 
rate for the OLED panel 
and a 2.5K display for 
the IPS panel. Both the 
versions are either pow-
ered by the AMD Ry-
zen 7 7730U or Ryzen 
5 7530U processor that 
is coupled with AMD 
Radeon graphics, 16GB 
of LPDDR4X RAM and 
up to 1TB of PCle Gen 3 
SSD storage. It is backed 
by a 75Whr battery with 
support for a 65W fast 
charger. Additional fea-
tures include a full HD 
1080p 3DNR web cam-
era, WiFi 6E and Blue-
tooth 5 for connectiv-
ity, a fingerprint sensor 
that is embedded in the 
power button, a backlit 
keyboard, a lifetime sub-
scription of Office Home 
and Student 2021. Asus 

Instagram is shutting down its live 
shopping experience in March

Meta has announced that 
it is shutting down the live 
shopping experience on In-
stagram. The company in 
a support page on it photo 
and video sharing platform 
said that live shopping on 
Instagram will go away on 
March 16, 2023. Also Read 
- Microsoft could soon 
bring ChatGPT backed 
Bing AI to Android and 
iOS devices “Beginning on 
March 16, 2023, you will 
no longer be able to tag 
products in live broadcasts 
on Instagram,” Instagram 
wrote in a support page add-
ing, “You will still be able 
to set up and run your shop 

on Instagram as we con-
tinue to invest in shopping 
experiences for people and 
businesses across feed, sto-
ries, Reels, ads and more.” 
Also Read - Motorola Edge 
40 Pro benchmark reveals 
Snapdragon 8 Gen 2 chipset 
Furthermore, the company 
said that other live broad-
casting features remain 
unaffected, ‘including the 
ability to schedule a live 
broadcast, to invite guests 
to join your live broadcast, 
and to hold a live Q&A.’ 
Also Read - Motorola Moto 
E13 entry-level phone to go 
on sale today: Check price, 
offers, and specs What is 

changing? This means that 
Meta come March 16, Ins-
tagram users will no longer 
be able to shop as a com-
pany or a business hosts a 
live broadcast on the plat-
form. But that doesn’t mean 
that users won’t be able to 
shop on Instagram. Instead, 
they will have to wait until 
the business shares links on 
its page to let users shop for 
the newly introduced items. 
Other shopping experiences 
including the ones that in-
volve businesses sharing 
shoppable links will remain 
the same. Why is this hap-
pening? Meta hasn’t de-
tailed the reason why it is 
shutting down this experi-
ence. In its support page, 
the company said that it is 
making this change in order 
to “focus on products and 
features that provide the 
most value to our users.” 
This indicates that the move 
could be a part of the com-
pany’s .cost-cutting mea-
sures wherein it is removing 
its resources from work-
ing on functionalities that 
haven’t taken off or are no 
longer being used in a way 
they once were, especially 

Poco X5 5G with Snapdragon 695 and 
IP53 rating launched in India

After launching the Poco 
X5 Pro last month, Poco 
has now announced the 
vanilla Poco X5 5G. The 
smartphone comes with 
a Super AMOLED panel 
that’s bright at 1200 nits. 
It has triple cameras and 
Qualcomm’s Snapdragon 
chipset. Also Read - Poco 
F5 Pro specs are here: 
Snapdragon 8+ Gen 1, 
bigger battery, and more 
The Poco X5 5G is priced 
at around Rs 20,000 seg-
ment and has multiple 
shades. Also Read - Poco 
X5 5G India launch 
confirmed for March 
14 Poco X5 5G price in 
India, colors, and avail-
ability The Poco X5 5G 
starts at Rs 18,999 for the 
6GB + 128GB storage 
option and Rs 20,999 for 
the 8GB + 256GB stor-
age option. Also Read 
- Poco announces MIUI 
14 update rollout time-
line for India: Check all 
eligible devices Poco X5 

5G However, as a first-
day price, it will be avail-
able for Rs 16,999 and 
Rs 18,999, respectively 
with ICICI Bank cards. It 
has three different color 
options, namely, Wild-
cat Blue, Jaguar Black, 
and Supernova Green. 
It will go on its first sale 
on March 21 at 12 PM 
on Flipkart. Poco X5 5G 
specifications The Poco 
X5 5G comes with a 6.7-
inch water-drop notch 
display with an FHD+ 
resolution. It is a Super 
AMOLED panel with a 
120Hz refresh rate and 
240Hz touch sampling 
rate. The screen has 1200 
nits of peak brightness, 
100 percent DCI-P3 
color gamut, and Corn-
ing Gorilla Glass protec-
tion. It is powered by a 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 
695 octa-core SoC paired 
with 6GB/8GB of RAM 
and 128GB/256GB of in-
ternal storage. In terms of 

optics, it has a triple cam-
era system on the back 
with a 48MP main lens, 
an 8MP ultra-wide lens, 
and a 2MP macro sensor. 
It has a 13MP camera on 
the front for selfies. As 
for the battery, it packs a 
5,000mAh cell with sup-

port for 33W fast charg-
ing. Interestingly, Poco 
is offering the charging 
brick in the box. It boots 
on Android 12 OS out of 
the box and has MIUI 14 
for Poco devices. It has 
a side-facing fingerprint 
scanner and facial unlock 

support. The device has 
an IP53 rating and fea-
tures a 3.5mm headphone 
jack. It has dual-SIM 5G, 
Wi-Fi 6, and Bluetooth 
5.1 for connectivity. The 
device also has an IR 
Blaster.
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Gautam Adani’s Son Jeet Adani Gets Engaged 
In Low-Key Ceremony

New Delhi: On March 
12, Jeet Adani, the 
younger son of Adani 
Group Chairman Gautam 
Adani, became engaged 
to Diva Jaimin Shah, a 

diamond trader’s daugh-
ter. Just close friends 
and family members at-
tended the low-key cer-
emony for the engage-
ment, which took place 

in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. 
The diamond dealer Jai-
min Shah’s daughter is 
known as Diva Jaimin 
Shah. He is the owner of 
C Dinesh And Co-Private 
Limited, a diamond busi-
ness. Mumbai and Surat 
are the locations of the 
diamond company. It was 
founded by Dinesh Shah 
and Chinu Doshi. The 
couple can be seen wear-
ing traditional clothing in 
pastel colours in one of 
the images that have been 
released from their en-
gagement ceremony. The 
University of Pennsylva-
nia School of Engineer-
ing and Applied Sciences 
is where Jeet Adani fin-
ished his education. Now 
serving as the Vice Presi-
dent, Group Finance, he 

joined the Adani Group 
in 2019. He began his 
career at the Group 
CFO’s office, studying 
Capital Markets, Risk & 
Governance Policy, and 
Strategic Finance. Jeet 
is also “leading the Ad-
ani Airports company as 
well as the Adani Digital 
Labs - which is all set to 
construct a super app to 
serve to all the consum-
ers of Adani Group en-
terprises,” according to 
the Adani Group website. 
The eldest son of Gau-
tam Adani, Karan, gets 
wed to Paridhi Shroff, 
the daughter of Cyril 
Shroff, managing part-
ner of the legal firm of 
Cyril Amarchand Man-
galdas. Adani Airport 
Holdings Ltd’s director 

and CEO, Karan Adani, 
is also in charge of Adani 
Ports & SEZ Limited. 
Jeet Adani’s engagement 
occurs as Adani Group 
struggles to deal with the 
significant consequences 
from the critical study 
by American short seller 
Hindenburg Research on 
the ports-to-power busi-
ness. After a US firm 
accused seven listed Ad-
ani Group companies of 
stock manipulation and 
inappropriate exploita-
tion of tax havens and 
raised worries about debt 
levels, those companies 
collectively lost more 
than $100 billion in mar-
ket value. Adani has dis-
regarded the worries and 
denies doing anything 
improper.

 Facebook Parent Company Slashes 
Another 10,000 Jobs

New Delhi: Facebook par-
ent Meta is slashing another 
10,000 jobs and will not fill 
5,000 open positions as the 
social media pioneer cuts 
costs. The company said 
Tuesday it will reduce the 
size of its recruiting team 
and make further cuts in its 
tech groups in late April, 
and then its business groups 
in late May. This will be 
tough and there’s no way 
around that, said CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg. It will mean 
saying goodbye to talented 
and passionate colleagues 
who have been part of our 
success. The Menlo Park, 
California, company has 
invested billions of dollars 
to realign its focus on the 
metaverse. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Coding Education Is 
Crucial To American Busi-
ness Success: How Busi-
nesses Can Help Forbes 

Council - Desktop Ready 
to Benefit? Indian Citizens 
Born Between 1942 - 1971, 
Apply Now Insistent sav-
ings In February it posted 
lower fourth-quarter profit 
and revenue, hurt by a 
downturn in the online ad-
vertising market and com-
petition from rivals such as 
TikTok. The company an-
nounced 11,000 job cuts in 
November. As I’ve talked 
about efficiency this year, 
I’ve said that part of our 
work will involve remov-

ing jobs -- and that will be 
in service of both building 
a leaner, more technical 
company and improving 
our business performance 
to enable our long-term vi-
sion, said Zuckerberg. Meta 
cut roughly 11,000 jobs, 
or about 13 percent of its 
employees, last year. The 
reductions this year are ex-
pected to reach the same 
proportion of those who 
remain, the people said, 
though the final count of the 
cumulative.

TikTok Fires Remaining Workforce 
In India, Shuts Operations

New Delhi: Byte Dance-
owned TikTok fired as 
many as 40 employees 
last week, according to 
a report by Economic 
Times. The decision was 
communicated to the af-
fected employees during 
a call. “ TikTok India’s 
employees were told that 
February 28 would be 
their last day and were 
given feelers to look out 
for other opportunities 
for some time as it was 
conveyed that restarting 
India operations were not 
going happen because of 
the government’s stance 
on Chinese apps,” the 
report quoted a company 
source as saying. Follow-
ing TikTok’s exit from 
the Indian market after 
the country banned the 
platform along with 300 
other Chinese apps citing 
national security threats, 
most employees had been 
working for the Dubai 

and Brazil markets. The 
decision has its way com-
ing for a long time now. 
The report quoted anoth-
er source who informed 
that the employees were 
asked to look for new 
jobs as TikTok could 
completely shut down its 
operation in India. While 
the employees were told 
that they would be given 
six to seven months’ sev-
erance pay, most affected 
by the decision are likely 
to get 90 days’ compen-
sation in advance. Tik-
Tok had more than 200 
million users in India. 
US Teacher Duct-Tapes 
Girl’s Exposed Legs In 
Ripped Jeans US Teacher 
Duct-Tapes Girl’s Ex-
posed Legs In Ripped 
Jeans Proposal To Ban 
TikTok In The US 
‘’Should Be Looked At’’, 
Says Senator Proposal To 
Ban TikTok In The US 
‘’Should Be Looked At’’, 

Says Senator Is 13 Too 
Young to Have a TikTok 
or Instagram Account? Is 
13 Too Young to Have a 
TikTok or Instagram Ac-
count? The recent devel-
opment comes after the 
transfer of senior execu-
tive Sameer Singh as the 
company’s head of glob-
al business solutions in 
North America. Sameer 
Singh was previously 
leading the business so-
lutions in Southeast Asia 
after he was roped in by 
the platform in 2019. The 
future looks uncertain for 
TikTok in several inter-
national markets amidst 
the growing call for a 
ban on the app in North-
ern America and various 
other business segments. 
The US House Foreign 
Affairs Committee plans 
to hold a vote on a bill 
aimed at blocking the use 
of China’s popular social 
media app TikTok.

Unravelling the ‘Dark Ages’ of our 
universe from far side of the moon

What do you know about 
the “Dark Ages” of the 
universe? Scientists are 
now trying to peer into 
the universe’s ancient 
past by using the moon 
as a platform. They are 
preparing to place a 
small radio telescope on 
the far side of the moon 
which will help them 
learn more about the 
universe’s ancient past, 
or what they are calling 
the “Dark Ages”. What 
are the Dark Ages? Our 
universe’s Dark Ages 
can be traced back to be-
tween about 400,000 and 
400 million years after 
the Big Bang happened. 
This was when the stars 
and galaxies had not 
fully formed. Till now,  
a benchmark called the 
cosmic microwave back-
ground was being used 
to know more about the 
earlier stages of the uni-
verse. But now scientists 
are set to reach the far 
side of the moon to catch 
faint radio waves from 
the Dark Ages. Using Lu-
SEE-Night to catch sig-
nals from the universe’s 
ancient past Scientists 
are gearing up to send a 
Lunar Surface Electro-
magnetics Experiment-
Night (LuSEE-Night) to 
the moon in the next few 
years. The LuSEE-Night 
is a pathfinder being 
jointly developed by US 

Department of Energy’s 
Brookhaven and Law-
rence Berkeley National 
Laboratories, the Space 
Science Laboratory at the 
University of California, 
Berkeley, and NASA’s 
Science Mission Direc-
torate. The LuSEE-Night 
is currently scheduled 
for a late 2025 launch 
on a private robotic lu-
nar lander. It will touch 
down on the far side of 
the moon from where it 
will try to grab signals 
and faint radio waves 
from the universe’s Dark 
Ages using onboard an-
tennas, radio receivers 
and a spectrometer. “So 
far, we can only make 
predictions about earlier 
stages of the universe us-
ing a benchmark called 
the cosmic microwave 
background. The Dark 
Ages Signal would pro-
vide a new benchmark,” 
Brookhaven physicist 
Anže Slosar said in a 
statement. “And if pre-
dictions based on each 
benchmark don’t match, 
that means we’ve dis-
covered new physics.” 
But LuSEE-Night will 
just be the first step in 
a larger mission since a 
pathfinder cannot gather 
all relevant data by it-
self. The whole mission 
in itself might end up 
answering bigger cosmic 
questions such as, what 

is the nature of dark en-
ergy and more about the 
creation of the universe, 
the scientists said. Why 
the far side of the moon? 
Scientists explain that the 
far side of the moon of-
fers the best environment 
to study such signals and 
radio waves because of 
the unimaginable silence 
it offers. Earth has an 
extremely noisy environ-
ment due to the constant 
radio signals emanating 
from satellites. However, 
the far side of the moon, 
while being quiet, also 
presents several chal-
lenges. The far side of 
the moon faces away 
from us in the night sky. 
The temperature here 
fluctuates between 121 

and minus 173 degree 
Celsius. It also has a day/
night cycle, with each 
phase lasting 14 days. So 
LuSEE-Night will have 
to be designed keeping 
all this in mind. It needs 
to withstand the non-stop 
lunar-day sun and be able 
to stay powered for two 
weeks when it will be just 
cold darkness on the far 
side.ergy and more about 
the creation of the uni-
verse, the scientists said. 
Why the far side of the 
moon? Scientists explain 
that the far side of the 
moon offers the best en-
vironment to study such 
signals and radio waves 
because of the unimagi-
nable silence it offers. 
Earth has an extremely 

noisy environment due 
to the constant radio sig-
nals emanating from sat-
ellites. However, the far 
side of the moon, while 
being quiet, also presents 
several challenges. The 
far side of the moon faces 
away from us in the night 
sky. The temperature 
here fluctuates between 
121 and minus 173 de-
gree Celsius. It also has 
a day/night cycle, with 
each phase lasting 14 
days. So LuSEE-Night 
will have to be designed 
keeping all this in mind. 
It needs to withstand the 
non-stop lunar-day sun 
and be able to stay pow-
ered for two weeks when 
it will be just cold dark-
ness on the far side.

Big Change In SBI Credit Card Rules After Next 2 Days Gold Declines Rs 55; Silver Tumbles Rs 455
New Delhi: Gold price 
declined by Rs 55 to Rs 
56,865 per 10 gram in 
the national capital on 
Tuesday, according to 
HDFC Securities. The 
precious metal had ended 
at Rs 56,920 per 10 gram 
in the previous trade. 
Silver also tumbled Rs 
455 to Rs 66,545 per 
kilogram. (Also Read: 
“I’m Officially Leav-
ing Twitter Now”: Users 
When Elon Musk Posted 
Sexist Image on Twit-
ter) “Spot gold price in 
the Delhi markets trad-
ed at Rs 56,865 per 10 
gram, down Rs 55 per 
10 gram,” said Saumil 
Gandhi, Senior Analyst 
- Commodities at HDFC 
Securities. In the over-
seas market, gold was 
trading higher at USD 
1,863 per ounce while 
silver was lower at USD 
21.95 per ounce. Comex 

gold prices moved up 
in Asian trading hours 
on Tuesday but traded 

within range before US 
CPI data which will be 
released later in the day, 

The fees and charges for 
the SBI Credit Card have 
been updated by State 
Bank of India Cards & 
Payment Services. The 

new SBI Credit Card 
fees will take effect on 
March 17, 2023. Start-
ing on March 17, 2023, 
the SBI Processing Fee 

would increase from Rs 
99 plus applicable taxes 
to Rs 199 plus applicable 
taxes. In an email to cli-
ents, SBI Cards stated 

that rates on SBI Credit 
Cards would be revised 
as of 17th March 2023. 
“Please note that charges 
on your SBI Credit Card 
will be revised w.e.f 17th 
Mar’23” an email from 
SBI Cards to customers 
said. It is to be recalled 
that SBI Cards & Pay-
ment Services updated 
some regulations for its 
SimplyCLICK Cardhold-
ers, and those changes 
will take effect in January 
2023. Two rules regard-
ing the redemption of gift 
cards and reward points 
will change in the new 
year of 2023, accord-
ing to the State Bank of 
India Cards & Payment 
Services website. The 
Cleartrip voucher given 
to SimplyCLICK Card-
holders upon hitting an 
online expenditure mile-
stone must be used in a 

single purchase starting 
on January 6, 2023, and 
it cannot be combined 
with any other offer or 
voucher. For additional 
information, SBI Cards 
& Payment Services had 
stated. The policies gov-
erning Reward Points on 
purchases made online 
through SimplyCLICK/
SimplyCLICK at Ama-
zon.in will also change 
as of January 1. “Accrual 
of 10X Reward Points on 
online spends at Amazon.
in with SimplyCLICK/
SimplyCLICK Advan-
tage SBI Card will be 
revised to 5X Reward 
Points w.e.f 01 Jan’23. 
Your card will continue 
to accrue 10X Reward 
Points on online spends 
at Apollo 24X7, Book-
MyShow, Cleartrip , Ea-
zyDiner, Lenskart & Net-
meds.”
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All England Badminton Championships 2023 Live 
Streaming, Date, Time, India’s Squad

The All England Bad-
minton Championships 
2023 is just around the 
corner and India’s top 
badminton players are 
preparing themselves for 
the tournament. Accord-
ing to the official sched-
ule, the championship is 
scheduled to commence 
on March 14 and con-
clude on March 19, in 
Birmingham. Indian fans 
are advised to keep track 
of important dates and 
timings of the champion-
ship, which is set to start 
on Tuesday, March 14, 
2023. Also Read: Smriti 
Mandhana’s RCB Can 

Qualify For Playoffs Of 
WPL 2023 If... - Royal 
Challengers Bangalore’s 
Qualification Scenario 
Explained PV Sindhu, 
India’s premier badmin-
ton player, will be one 
of the players to watch 
out for in the All England 
Badminton Champion-
ships 2023. Other elite 
players are also working 
hard to showcase their 
skills and compete at 
their highest level. Each 
participant will give their 
best to claim the champi-
onship title. Fans in In-
dia should stay updated 
with the latest details. 

Here is everything you 
need to know about the 
upcoming All England 
Badminton Champion-
ships 2023. Learn about 
the time, date, and other 
crucial information re-
lated to live streaming in 
India. What is the time of 
the All England Badmin-
ton Championships 2023 
matches? The matches 
for the All England Bad-
minton Championships 
2023 are scheduled to 
begin at 2:30 pm, per 
the information provid-
ed on the schedule. The 
match times should be 
known by Indian view-
ers. What is the All Eng-
land Badminton Champi-
onships 2023 schedule? 
Let’s take a look at the 
All England Badminton 
Championships 2023 
complete schedule here: 
First Round: Tuesday, 14 
March and Wednesday, 
15 March 2023. Second 
Round: Thursday, 16 
March. Quarterfinals: 
Friday, 17 March 2023. 

Semifinals: Saturday, 18 
March 2023. Finals: Sun-
day, 19 March. Who all 
are playing from India 
in the All England Bad-
minton Championships? 
Men’s singles - Main 
draw: Lakshya Sen, Kid-
ambi Srikanth, and HS 
Prannoy. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Ready to Benefit? 
Indian Citizens Born Be-
tween 1942 - 1971, Ap-
ply Now Insistent savings 
Add a ‘Dr.’ to your name 
Golden Gate University 
Women’s singles - Main 
draw: Saina Nehwal and 
PV Sindhu. Men’s dou-
bles - Main draw: Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy/Chirag 
Shetty (6) and MR Arjun/
Dhruv Kapila. Women’s 
doubles - Main draw: 
Gayatri Gopichand/
Treesa Jolly and Ashwini 
Bhat K/Shikha Gautam. 
Mixed doubles - Main 
draw: Ishaan Bhatnagar/
Tanisha Crasto. Where to 
watch the live streaming 
and live telecast.

Lionel Messi’s Netflix Series: World Cup 
Champion To Earn More Than Cristiano Ronaldo

Lionel Messi is likely to 
enter the small screen via 
animated series which 
will showcase the fans of 
his journey to the FIFA 
World Cup trophy. It will 
be the third audiovisual 
production that will be 
made on the seven-time 
Ballon d’Or winner. In 
this series, fans will wit-
ness how a small kid 
from Argentina got to 
Qatar in the year 2022 
to win the most priced 
trophy in the world of 
football. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Ready to Benefit? 
Indian Citizens Born 
Between 1942 - 1971, 
Apply Now Insistent sav-
ings Prevent Customers 
From Mistyping Their 
Emails ZeroBounce.net 
Earlier, Cristiano Ron-
aldo’s long-time partner 
Georgina Rodriguez de-
cided to share her life 
story with Netflix. She 
got 10 million euros for 
the same. Now the fans 
wonder how much Lio-

nel Messi earn from shar-
ing his story with this 
animated series. (UEFA 
Champions League: 
Shocking! Lionel Mes-
si’s PSG Teammate Was 
Caught Drunk At Train-
ing Before Bayern Mu-
nich Clash) If the Paris 
Saint-Germain forward 
decides to release the 
animated series on the 
streaming platform, it 
will get him 15 million 
euros (approximately). 
Fans will witness a pre-
mium view of how things 
went right for the little 
magician in Qatar who 
likely played his last 
FIFA World Cup for Ar-
gentina. “From Grandoli 
to the World Cup in Qatar, 
almost 30 years passed. It 
was almost three decades 
in which the ball gave 
me many joys and also 
some sadness. I always 
had the dream of being 
World Champion and I 
never wanted to stop try-
ing, even though I knew 
it might never happen,” 

Messi wrote in an emo-
tional note on social 
media after winning the 
World Cup. (Al Nassr vs 
Abha, LIVE Streaming 
Details: Indian Timings, 
Telecast Date, When and 
Where to Watch Cristiano 
Ronaldo’s Match Online 
and on TV?) “This Cup 
we won also belongs to 
all those who did not win 
it in the previous World 
Cups we played, like in 
2014 in Brazil, where 
everyone deserved it for 
how they fought until the 
very end, worked hard 
and wanted it as much as 
I did.... and we deserved 

it even in that damn final. 
It also belongs to Diego 
[Maradona] who cheered 
us on from heaven. And 
of all those who always 
supported the National 
Team without looking so 
much at the result but at 
the desire we always had, 
even when things did 
not work out the way we 
wanted them to.” “And of 
course, it is for this entire 
beautiful group that was 
formed and the coaching 
staff and all the people of 
the national team who, 
being anonymous, work 
day and night to make it 
easier for us. 

UEFA Champions League: Shocking! Lionel 
Messi’s PSG Teammate Was Caught Drunk

Lionel Messi and Kylian 
Mbappe’s Paris Saint-
Germain were knocked 
out of the UEFA Champi-
ons League (UCL) after 
they were beaten by Bay-
ern Munich 2-0 at the Al-
lianz Arena last Wednes-
day. In what comes as a 
shocking report for all 
football fans, there is a 
report suggesting that 
one the PSG footballers 
was drunk before the ma-
jor clash against Bayern 
in the morning training 
session. In a video en-
titled, “PSG: If people 
(and the Emir) knew 
what was going on...”, 
created by journalist Ro-
main Molina, he claimed 
that a player had come 
to training inebriated 
state. Shockingly, he also 
said that the player was 
even picked in the play-
ing eleven against Julian 
Nagelsmann’s Bayern 
Munich. (WATCH: Cris-
tiano Ronaldo Takes Out 
Frustration Of Loss At 
Al Nassr Teammates, 
Kicks Water Bottles) “A 
player who was a starter 
at the Allianz Arena was 
drunk on Monday morn-
ing when he left the 
club at 6am, two days 

before the match,” Mo-
lina claimed in his video. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like 
Ready to Benefit? Indian 
Citizens Born Between 
1942 - 1971, Apply Now 
Insistent savings Want to 
land more emails in the 
inbox? ZeroBounce.net 
After the game, Bayern 
coach Julian Nagelsmann 
had spoken previously 
of having a plan to shut 
down Messi and Mbappe 
and it seemed to work as 
Bayern’s defenders grad-
ually squeezed them out 
of the game. “In the first 
game, we didn’t do what 
we had spoken about be-
fore very well,” Nagels-
mann told broadcaster 
DAZN. (Al Nassr vs 
Abha, LIVE Streaming 
Details: Indian Timings, 

Telecast Date, When and 
Where to Watch Cristia-
no Ronaldo’s Match On-
line and on TV?) “There 
was too much space. We 
defended better in the 
second half and were 
dangerous on the ball. In 
the end, we deserved to 
win.” Swiss goalkeeper 
Sommer signed to stand 
in for the injured Manuel 
Neuer paid tribute to de 
Ligt, telling DAZN that 
he would reward the de-
fender with a truck load 
of Swiss chocolate.” “I 
think we defended very 
well and, in the second 
half, were better at find-
ing the space between 
the lines,” Sommer said. 
After the first leg, Kyl-
ian Mbappe warned his 
teammates to be healthy 
and get an ample.

Paris Olympics: IOC to have ‘last word’ on Russian 
inclusion, says organising committee head Tony Estanguet

The head of the Paris Olym-
pics organising commit-
tee Tony Estanguet said in 
an interview to mark 500 
days before the start of the 
Games that the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee 
(IOC) would have the “last 
word” on whether athletes 
from Russian and Belarus 
will be allowed to compete 
next year.  Since the Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine, 
assisted by its ally Belarus, 
there have been calls from 
across the sporting world 
either to ban their athletes 
or have them compete un-
der a neutral flag. Last 
week, however, the Inter-
national Fencing Federa-
tion (FIE) became the first 

Olympic sport to reopen 
events to athletes from the 
two nations when it decided 
to allow fencers to com-
pete in Olympic qualifying 
events, sparking outrage in 
Ukraine. “The international 
federations are currently re-
fining their qualifications, 
to know if Russian or Be-
larusian athletes will be al-
lowed to participate in these 
qualifying competitions,” 
Estanguet told AFP. “And 
then the IOC, depending on 
what the international fed-
erations have done, even if 
Russian or Belarusian ath-
letes have qualified, will 
be able to say whether it 
will allow them to partici-
pate in these Games or not. 

“This decision has not been 
taken. And Paris 2024 is 
not in a position to decide.” 
Estanguet said the priority, 
however, was not the Olym-
pics but “how the situation 
can be resolved quickly and 
how we can best support 
the Ukrainian people, the 
Ukrainian athletes”. The 
three-time Olympic gold 
medallist said he had dis-
cussed the Russia/Belarus 
question with French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron. 
“Of course there are ex-
changes between us and the 
president of the republic, 
and between the president 
and the IOC,” Estanguet 
said. “Again, it is the IOC 
that has the last word.” 

ALSO READ | FACT 
CHECK: Is Aussie legend 
Adam Gilchrist the rich-
est cricketer in the world? 
Here’s the TRUTH In spite 
of the crisis surrounding the 
ongoing war in Ukraine, 
Estanguet sounded up-
beat as he looked ahead to 
next year’s Olympics and 
Paralympics in the French 
capital. “We feel that all the 
ingredients are in place for 
the magic of the Games to 
work,” he said. “The ath-
letes are already qualifying, 
the infrastructure continues 
to advance... fans are ready-
ing themselves. Three mil-
lion tickets were sold in the 
first phase of sales, in less 
than three weeks, a record 
in France. “The green light 
is on, we are on schedule, 
we still have the same am-
bitions.” In spite of the high 
sales, the organising com-
mittee has come in for criti-
cism for the high price of 
tickets and the system being 
used to sell them. “There 
are many more people inter-
ested than there are tickets 
available, even though we 
have 13 million tickets,” he 
said, citing numbers for the 
Olympics and the Paralym-
pics combined. “There are 

still opportunities (to get 
tickets). That starts with the 
second phase (beginning on 
Wednesday). “There will 
not be enough for everyone 
and I expect that this sec-
ond phase will continue to 
generate disappointments 
and frustrations. It’s inevi-
table. But some people will 
be lucky, you have to take 
your chances.” Estanguet 
also said there was “still 
time to refine” the opening 
ceremony which organisers 
intend to hold on the Seine, 
the river that cuts through 
Paris. “There are still adap-
tations to be made,” he said. 
“It is normal and I think 
that there will be many 
between now and July 26, 
2024.” RELATED Share on 
facebook Share on twitter 
Share on linkedin Inter Mi-
lan frustrate Porto to reach 
Champions League quarters 
Share on facebook Share on 
twitter Share on linkedin 
Haaland hits five to ease 
Man City into Champions 
League quarters Share on 
facebook Share on twit-
ter Share on linkedin WPL 
2023: Mumbai Indians con-
tinue impressive run with 
5th consecutive win; Har-
manpreet stars with bat

FIFA World Cup: 12 groups of 4 teams each to 
feature in 2026 tournament

The expanded 2026 
men’s World Cup in 
North America will start 
with 12 groups of four 
teams, a change from 
the original planned 
format of 16 groups of 
three, football’s world 
governing body FIFA 
announced on Tuesday. 
“The revised format miti-
gates the risk of collusion 
and ensures that all the 

teams play a minimum 
of three matches, while 
providing balanced rest 
time between competing 
teams,” FIFA said of the 
format for the first World 
Cup to feature 48 teams, 
up from 32 sides at the re-
cent tournament in Qatar. 
It means that there will 
be 104 matches played, 
a huge increase on the 64 
games at last year’s tour-

nament. FIFA’s original 
plan for 2026, when the 
World Cup will be held 
in the United States, 
Canada and Mexico, was 
for 16 groups of three 
teams, from which the 
top two would advance 
to a last 32. The new de-
cided format means the 
top two in each group 
will go through to the 
knockout round along 

with the eight best third-
placed sides. ALSO 
READ | FACT CHECK: 
Is Aussie legend Adam 
Gilchrist the richest 
cricketer in the world? 
Here’s the TRUTH As a 
result, the finalists, and 
the teams finishing third 
and fourth, will play a to-
tal of eight games instead 
of the current seven. The 
decision comes after a 
dramatic group stage at 
the tournament in Qa-
tar convinced FIFA that 
a rethink was needed. 
“The groups of four have 
been absolutely incred-
ible until the last minute 
of the last match,” FIFA 
president Gianni Infan-
tino said in December. 
Tuesday’s decision was 
announced following a 
FIFA Council meeting 
in the Rwandan capital 
Kigali, at which it con-
firmed the next men’s 
World Cup final will be 
played on Sunday, July 

WWE: Cody Rhodes teases a new 
match at WrestleMania 39

The American Night-
mare Cody Rhodes won 
the 2023 Royal Rumble 
and challenged the Trib-
al Chief Roman Reigns 
for a WWE Undisputed 
Championship match in 
the main event of Wres-
tleMania 39. However, 
the road to ‘The Show of 
Shows’ isn’t as plain and 
straight as most of the 
WWE fans thought it to 
be. In the latest develop-
ments, Cody has teased a 
new match at the Mania 
instead of one-on-one 
between him and Roman 
Reigns. Given how the 
crowd is reacting to Sami 
Zayn and Roman Reigns 
storyline on the other 
hand, don’t be surprised 
if the creative comes up 
with a dream match be-
tween all three for a title 
or separate titles at Wres-

tleMania 39. Sami Zayn 
broke Roman Reigns’ 
trust and left the Blood-
line after he hit him with 
a chair from behind dur-
ing the final segment of 
the Royal Rumble. That 
moment the WWE Uni-
verse realised they were 

up for something exciting 
in days to come. In the 
following two Smack-
Down episodes, Sami 
had cut promos with both 
Roman and his wise-man 
Paul Heyman, getting the 
crowd involved in the 
storyline. ALSO READ: 

UEFA blamed for chaos 
ahead of 2022 UCL final 
following independent 
review, issues apology 
Meanwhile, in all of this 
Sami had challenged Ro-
man for a championship 
match at the upcoming 
Elimination Chamber in 
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Poet, lyricist, screenwriter Javed Akhtar says Urdu 
‘doesn’t belong to Pakistan or Egypt but to Hindustan’

Veteran poet, lyricist 
and screenwriter Ja-
ved Akhtar has empha-
sised the importance of 
Urdu and the role Pun-
jab played in its growth 
and prominence during 
an Urdu poetry album 
launch event. He was ac-
companied by his wife 
and veteran actress Sha-
bana Azmi for the launch 
of Shayarana – Sartaj. 
Speaking at the event, 

Akhtar said that Urdu 
doesn’t belong to Paki-
stan or Egypt, it belongs 
to “Hindustan”. The 
78-year-old said, “Urdu 
hasn’t come from any 
other place. It is our own 
language. It isn’t spoken 
outside of Hindustan. 
Pakistan also came into 
existence after partition 
from India, earlier it was 
a part of India only. So, 
the language isn’t spoken 

outside Hindustan…” 
He added, “Punjab has 
a big contribution to-
wards Urdu and it is the 
language of India! But 
why did you leave this 
language? Because of 
partition? Because of 
Pakistan? Urdu should be 
given attention. Earlier it 
was only Hindustan – 
Pakistan later separated 
from Hindustan. Now 
Pakistan says that Kash-
mir is ours…will you be-
lieve that? I think ‘No’! 
Likewise, Urdu is a Hin-
dustani language and it 
remains (so). Nowadays, 
new generation youths 
speak less Urdu and Hin-
di in our country. Today 
more focus is on English. 
We must speak in Hindi 
because it’s our national 
language.” Akhtar con-
tinued, “Language is 
not based on religions, 
but is of regions. If lan-
guage was based on re-
ligion, then the whole of 
Europe would have one 

language. That’s why the 
language is not of reli-
gion, but of the region.” 
Also read: Parasite fame 
Choi Woo Shik opens 
up about working with 
BTS singer V in Jinny’s 
Kitchen The heart and 
soul behind the Urdu al-
bum Shayarana – Sartaj 
is famous Punjabi singer 
Dr Satinder Sartaaj. It 
comprises beautiful po-
etry in the nearly extinct 
Urdu language. Akhtar 
had recently created a 
buzz with his statement 
against Pakistan. He said 
that the perpetrators and 
conspirators of the 26/11 
Mumbai terror attacks 
were still “roaming free-
ly” in Pakistan. A clip of 
the poet-lyricist speaking 
about “bitterness” in the 
hearts of Indians over the 
26/11 attacks had gone 
viral on internet. Re-
sponding to an audience 
member while attending 
a poetry festival in La-
hore, he was purportedly 

heard saying, “When you 
visit your homeland, do 
you tell your fellow citi-
zens, ‘we (Pakistanis) 
are good people, we 
don’t just bomb people 
but also greet them with 
garlands?’” “Blaming 
each other won’t solve 
our problems. We saw 
how Mumbai was at-
tacked. They (terrorists) 
didn’t come from Nor-
way nor Egypt. They 
are still roaming freely 
in your country. So you 
shouldn’t be offended if 
there’s a grouse and bit-
terness in Indian hearts 
over the 26/11 attacks,” 
Akhtar said at the literary 
event held in the memory 
of Urdu poet Faiz Ahmed 
Faiz. Akhtar added, “I 
wouldn’t hesitate to say 
that though we have or-
ganised so many grand 
functions of Nusrat Fateh 
Ali Khan and Mehdi 
Hassan in our country, 
Pakistan couldn’t organ-
ise a single event of Lata 

Rana Daggubati Unveils First 
Glimpse of ‘Agninakshatram

New Delhi: Actress Lak-
shmi Manchu is set to 
essay the role of a cop 
in the upcoming film 
‘Agninakshatram’, the 
first glimpse of which 
was unveiled by ‘Baa-
hubali’ star Rana Dag-
gubati recently. The film 
also stars Lakshmi’s fa-
ther Mohan Babu Garu, 
Samuthrakani, Viswant 
Chitra, Siddique and few 
others. The film is touted 
as a high-octane crime 
thriller which will put the 
audiences on the edge of 
their seats. Talking about 

Lakshmi’s look and char-
acter in the film, Rana 
said: “Lakshmi is go-
ing to surprise everyone 
with this film. She plays 
a cop and a badass one! 
I have seen some rushes 
and it really looks fabu-
lous. Lakshmi is a dear 
friend and I’m more than 
happy to reveal a glimpse 
of the movie.” Lakshmi 
shared her excitement as 
she said: “Rana is a close 
friend, a confidante and 
he supports me in every-
thing I do. I am happy to 
see him wish the team 

well, he has been excited 
for this project of mine 
right from the begin-
ning. It is an extremely 
special one.” She further 
added, “Sharing screen 
space with dad is beyond 
a dream come true and to 
top it off, to produce this 
gives me that much more 
extra joy. I just can’t wait 
for this to hit the screens.” 
Produced by the father-
daughter duo under their 
home banner, Sree Lak-
shmi Prasanna Pictures 
and Manchu Entertain-
ment, the film is directed 

Mrs Chatterjee Vs Norway review: The story is 
the biggest winner of this Rani Mukerji starrer
When a film’s story cen-
tres around a mother’s 
relentless fight to reunite 
with her children, it is 
bound to pull at heart-
strings. Filmmaker Ashi-
ma Chiobber’s film Mrs 
Chatterjee Vs Norway 
stars Rani Mukerji as 
Debika Chatterjee who 
is separated from her 
two young children by 
the Norway Children’s 
Welfare Program on the 
pretext of bad parenting. 
Based on a real-life in-
cident that took place in 
2011 and led to a diplo-
matic row between India 
and Norway, Mrs Chat-
terjee Vs Norway boasts 
of great writing and per-
formances but is still not 
an easy watch. It tears 
you up ever so often and 
even makes you wonder 
about the what-ifs. The 
actual incident that took 
place in 2011 shook India 
as most followed the case 
of Indian couple Sagarika 
Bhattacharya and Anup 
Bhattarcharya’s ordeal 
with Barnevernet, the 

Norwegian Child Wel-
fare Services who had 
forcefully taken away 
their children on the 
pretext of improper par-
enting. The couple was 
accused of making their 
children sleep on their 
beds, feeding them with 
their hands, and apply-
ing kohl. The father was 
accused of not helping 
his wife with household 
chores and the mother 
was called mentally 
unstable. The harrow-
ing incident was widely 
reported by the Indian 
media and led to a diplo-
matic row between India 
and Norway over cultur-
al differences. Since the 
story of Mrs Chatterjee 
Vs Norway is known to 
many, there it was a big-
ger challenge to make the 
film engaging for the au-
dience. Written by Chib-
ber along with Rahul 
Handa and Sameer Sati-
ja, the film gets the mood 
right- which is of despair, 
uncertainty and anxious-
ness. Debika and her hus-

band Anirudh (Anirban 
Bhattacharya) run pillar 
to post to get back their 
children from the Nor-
wegian authorities but 
are hit by roadblocks one 
after the other. It doesn’t 
help that there are cracks 
in their relationship al-
ready. Anirudh is shown 
as an ambitious man, 
who does not want to an-
ger or challenge the Nor-
way government in order 
to secure citizenship in 
the country. He is also 
a misogynist who does 
not believe in helping 
the wife at home at any 
given time and is mostly 
driven by his ambition to 
excel at work. Debika on 
the other hand manages 
the household and two 
young children. Her son, 
the authorities suspect, 
has autism and she is still 
feeding her five-month-
old daughter. The sepa-
ration hits her more and 
she ends up behaving out 
of line on many court ap-
pearances, which in turn 
cements the Norweigein 

authorities’ claim about 
her mental instability 
and thereby hampering 
her chances of reuniting 
with her children. The 
writers should be given 
credit where is due. They 
get emotions right- you 
do end up sympathis-
ing with the mother and 
her deep pain for be-
ing separated from her 
children. Chibber also 
sets up a typical Ben-
gali household well. The 
conversations- especially 
between Mukerji and 
Bhattacharya are similar 
to how Bengali couples 
speak or argue. The emo-
tions are all there. At one 

time, Rani can be heard 
arguing about how one 
feeds the child macher 
jhol-bhaat (fish curry and 
rice ) with a fork- a dish 
that is a staple in every 
Bengali household. The 
food that the children are 
fed, or the families eat, 
and the reactions of the 
characters in the middle 
of arguments are all very 
accurate to a common 
Bengali family. That way 
the film is consistent in 
creating the right envi-
ronment. What is incon-
sistent- is Rani Mukerji’s 
accented Hindi, which 
she tries very conscious-
ly to speak badly because 

Underworld Ka Kabzaa: Shriya 
Saran Looks Mesmerising

New Delhi: When it 
comes to a beautifully 
choreographed Indian 
classical song what we 
see is only a glimpse of 
it and not the countless 
hours of practice and re-
hearsal. Many hours of 
planning and outstanding 
performances is what re-
ally happens behind the 
scene, especially for a 
song like Namaami Na-
maami, which Shriya Sa-
ran performed eloquently 
in producer Anand Pan-
dit’s ‘Underworld Ka 

Kabzaa’. One cannot 
overlook the making of 
this song. Shriya Saran 
looks like the epitome of 
beauty as she dances to 
the tunes choreographed 
by the legendary Chinni 
Prakash. ‘Namaami Na-
maami’ is an introductory 
song of Shriya Saran in 
Underworld Ka Kabzaa. 
Being a divine and piety 
song, it emphasises the 
culture of Amarapura 
province and how Shriya 
worships Nataraj (Shiva) 
with Namaami Namaami. 

Underworld Ka Kabzaa 
is a story about the Mafia 
World and the journey of 
Arkeshwara in the under-
world. The film features 
Shriya Saran, Upendra 
and Kiccha Sudeepa in 
pivotal roles and is all set 
to hit theatres on the 17th 
of March 2023 in Kanna-
da, Hindi, Tamil, Telugu 
and Malayalam. The film 
is produced by Anand 
Pandit Motion Pictures in 
association with Sri Sid-
deshwara Enterprise and 
Alankar Pandian and di-

Vicky Kaushal Wraps Gully Boy’ to ‘Darlings’
New Delhi: Gully Boy, 
India’s official entry to 
the Oscars celebrates 4 
years today, and while 
the film was highly cel-
ebrated for its impact-
ful performances, it was 
dark horse Vijay Varma 
who stood for the sheer 
potential he showed and 
for holding his own de-
spite the strong and es-
tablished cast. The actor 
was praised for his per-
formance as Moeen Arif, 
and his portrayal instant-
ly caught the attention 
of audiences and critics 
alike. From thereon, Vi-
jay continued to impress 

with web series’ like A 
Suitable Boy, She and 
Mirzapur 2 and Ok Com-
puter, all of which he 
won rave reviews for. But 
it was finally with Dar-
lings, that Vijay Varma 
cemented his position as 
the ‘King of Grey’ as his 
character ‘Hamza’ was 
yet another example of 
Vijay’s incredible prow-
ess as a performer who 
constantly raises the bar 
with every project he 
takes on. Critics spoke 
about how Vijay ‘nailed 
the character’, ‘was like 
a chameleon’, ‘terrific 
and absolutely scintillat-

ing’ making audiences 
feel the dread that Badru 
(Alia Bhatt) felt every-
time his character Hamza 
came home. From being 
a supporting cast along-

side Alia Bhatt in Gully 
Boy to being a parallel 
lead opposite her in her 
production Darlings, the 
actor has come a long 
way.

MUMBAI: The shooting 
for actor Vicky Kaushal’s 
upcoming film ‘Sam Ba-
hadur’ came to an end 
on Tuesday. Taking to 
Instagram, Vicky shared 
a new still from the sets 
of the film on his stories 
which he captioned, “It’s 

a Film wrap!! Sam Ba-
hadur 1-12-23.” In the 
picture, Vicky could be 
seen dressed up as Field 
Marshal Sam Manek-
shaw and sitting on a 
car bonnet, with director 
Meghna Gulzar standing 
in front of him. Helmed 

by Meghna Gulzar and 
produced by Ronnie 
Screwvala (RSVP), ‘Sam 
Bahadur’ is the story 
of India’s war hero and 
first Field Marshal Sam 
Manekshaw which also 
stars Sanya Malhotra 
and Fatima Sana Sheikh 
in the lead roles. While 
Sanya will play the role 
of Sam Manekshaw’s 
wife Silloo, Fatima will 
be seen as former Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi. 
The film is all set to hit 
the theatres on December 
1, 2023. Talking about 
the film, Vicky said, “I 

am fortunate to portray 
the role of a real-life hero 
and patriot who is still re-
membered and loved for 
his contributions to our 
country. There is a lot to 
learn and take back as an 
actor. With the amount of 
prep and hard work the 
whole team has put in, 
I am sure the audiences 
will be thrilled to watch 
Sam’s mesmerising jour-
ney to making India what 
it is today.” View this 
post on Instagram A post 
shared by Vicky Kaushal 
(@vickykaushal09) Ear-
lier.

Vijay Varma has come a long way, Read onSam Manekshaw’s Biopic Sam Bahadur


