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Over Rs 1,000 Crore Budget 

To Make Delhi G20 Summit
N o  D e l h i  M a y o r  P o l l s  O n 
T h u r s d a y,  Supreme Court 

Makes Big Observation

Delhi Government Clears 

Way For Executive Enclave 

For PM’s New Office

High-Voltage Poll Campaign Ends In Tripura
During the month-long campaign, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Home Minister Amit Shah, BJP president J P 

Nadda and a dozen central ministers canvassed in favour of candidates of the saffron party.
Delhi Feb 14: The high-
voltage campaign for the 
Tripura assembly elections 
ended on Tuesday, a top 
poll official said. Polling to 
the 60-member assembly 
will be held on February 16 
and votes will be counted 
on March 3. “The campaign 
for the assembly elections 
ended at 4 pm on Tues-
day without any major law 
and order issue. The poll 
machinery is geared up 
to conduct free, fair and 
peaceful elections on Feb-
ruary 16,” Chief Electoral 
Officer (CEO) Gitte Kiran-
kumar Dinakarrao told PTI. 
Polling will take place in 
3,328 polling booths, out 
of which 1,100 are sensi-
tive and 28 are categorised 
as critical, he said. During 
the month-long campaign, 
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah, BJP president J 
P Nadda and a dozen cen-
tral ministers canvassed 
in favour of candidates of 
the saffron party. The BJP 
organised ‘Vijay Sankalp 
Yatra, rallies and roadshows 
to woo the electors. CPI(M) 
general secretary Sitaram 

Yechury, and senior leaders 
Prakash Karat, Brinda Karat 
and Mohammad Salim, 
along with former CM Man-
ik Sarkar and party state 
secretary Jitendra Choud-
hury campaigned in favour 
of the party. Congress lead-
ers Adhir Chowdhury, Dipa 
Dasmunshi and AICC gen-

eral secretary Ajay Kumar 
campaigned for the grand 
old party, but neither Rahul 
Gandhi nor Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra visited the state 
for campaigning. Former 
royal scion Pradyot Kishore 
Manikya Debbarma single-
handedly canvassed for his 
Tipra Motha party. While 
the BJP’s star campaigners 
highlighted the develop-
ment that has taken place 
in the northeastern state in 
the last five years, the Left 
Front and the Congress 
stressed on “misrule and 
misgovernance” of the BJP-
IPFT government. Tipra Mo-
tha, a regional political par-
ty contesting 42 assembly 
constituencies, stressed on 
its Greater Tipraland state-
hood demand. Adequate 
security measures have 
been taken across the state 

and along the international 
border with Bangladesh, a 
senior police officer said. 
A total of 259 candidates 
are in the electoral race, of 
whom 20 are women. The 
BJP is contesting 55 as-
sembly seats, its ally IPFT 
has fielded candidates in 
six constituencies, while 
there will be friendly fight 
in one seat. The CPI(M) is 
contesting 47 seats and 
the Congress is fighting in 
13 constituencies. The Trin-
amool Congress has fielded 
nominees in 28 constituen-
cies and there are 58 inde-
pendent aspirants too. The 
ruling BJP has fielded the 
highest number of wom-
en candidates with 12. As 
many as 28.13 lakh voters 
are eligible to exercise their 
franchise on February 16.

No One Above Law
Union Minister Anurag Thakur 

On I-T Survey At BBC Offices
Delhi Feb 14: Information 
and Broadcasting Minister 
Anurag Thakur on Tuesday 
said no one was above the 
law and the Income Tax 
department would share 
details about the survey it 
had carried out at the offic-
es of BBC in New Delhi and 
Mumbai. “No one can be 
above the law of the coun-
try,” Thakur told reporters in 
Kalyan when asked about 
the Income Tax surveys on 
the BBC offices in India. He 
said the Income Tax Depart-
ment conducted surveys 
from time to time wherever 
there were some irregulari-
ties. When the surveys are 
over, it issues a press note 
or holds a press briefing 
to share information. I be-
lieve that when the I-T De-

partment will complete its 
survey, it will share details 
with you,” Thakur said. The 
Income Tax department on 
Tuesday conducted survey 
operations at the BBC of-
fices in Delhi and Mumbai 
as part of an investigation 
into alleged tax evasion. 
The UK-based British public 
broadcaster said that it was 
“fully cooperating” with 
the authorities and hoped 
that the situation will be re-
solved “as soon as possible”.

Terror Cases Dropped Drastically In J-K
After Art 370 Abrogation, Says Amit Shah

Delhi Feb 14: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Tuesday said the number of 
terror incidents in Jammu 
and Kashmir has reduced 
drastically after the abroga-
tion of Article 370 and a re-
cord number of tourists are 
visiting the Union Territory. 
Presenting the President’s 
Colour to the Haryana Po-
lice in recognition of its 
exceptional service, Shah 
also said the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre has suc-
cessfully tackled internal 
security challenges -- ter-
ror activities in Jammu and 
Kashmir, insurgency in the 
North East and Left Wing 
Extremism -- in the last 
eight years. “Today I can 
say with satisfaction that 

terror incidents in Jammu 
and Kashmir have reduced 
drastically after the abro-
gation of Article 370. And 
record number of tourists 
visit Jammu and Kashmir. It 
is a matter of satisfaction,” 
he said. The Union Home 
minister also said the Na-

rendra Modi government 
will bring changes in the 
Criminal Procedure Code, 
the Indian Penal Code 
and the Evidence Act to 
make forensic investiga-
tion compulsory for crimes 
which attract punishment 
of six years or more. Shah 

presented the President’s 
Colour on behalf of Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu in 
a ceremony organised at 
the Haryana Police Acad-
emy, Madhuban, Karnal. 
The President’s Colour is a 
special flag given to a mili-
tary, paramilitary or police 
unit as a mark of recogni-
tion for its services to the 
nation. A replica of the flag 
presented to the unit can 
be worn as an insignia by 
all officers and ranks of the 
force on their uniform. “Un-
der the leadership of the 
Prime Minister, the Home 
department is tackling sev-
eral internal security chal-
lenges effectively. Jammu 
and Kashmir, the North 
East and Left Wing Extrem-

ism, the pain of which the 
country suffered for many 
decades,” Shah said in his 
address. The Union minis-
ter said the Modi govern-
ment achieved a big suc-
cess in curbing terrorism in 
Jammu and Kashmir. The 
same way in the North East, 
more than 8,000 armed 
youths who were part of 
several insurgency groups 
surrendered and they were 
brought to the mainstream, 
he said. Shah said there is 
peace in the whole North 
East and a new atmosphere 
of development and con-
fidence has developed 
there. He also paid tributes 
to 40 CRPF personnel who 
lost their lives in a terror at-
tack on their convoy.

SC Voices Displeasure Over States 
Not Filing Affidavit On Time

Says Getting Pleadings Completed 
A “Herculean Task”

Delhi Feb 14 The Supreme 
Court on Tuesday ex-
pressed displeasure over 
some states not filing coun-
ter affidavits on time on a 
petition seeking directions 
for enacting well-defined 
laws/rules to ensure adher-
ence to the fundamental 
duties as enshrined in the 
Constitution, and said get-
ting the pleadings com-
pleted is a “herculean task”. 
A bench headed by Justice 
S K Kaul observed that af-
fidavits are being filed just 
a day before the scheduled 
hearing in the matter. “Get-
ting the pleadings com-
pleted is a herculean task,” 
the bench, also comprising 
Justices Manoj Misra and 
Aravind Kumar, said while 
asking why cannot the af-
fidavits be filed on time in 

advance. The bench was in-
formed that as per the offi-
cial report of the apex court 
in the matter, some states 
have not filed their counter 
affidavits. The top court re-
ferred to the official report 
and noted it showed some 
states have not filed the 
counter affidavit or filed 
it belatedly. While post-
ing the matter for further 
hearing on March 28, the 
bench said the secretary 
of the ministry concerned 
with states that still do not 
file the counter affidavit, 
will have to remain present 
before it through virtual 
mode. While hearing the 
matter in November last 
year, the apex court had 
given one last opportunity 
to the states to file their af-
fidavits within four weeks.

Valentine’s Day: Uttar Pradesh Minister
Dharmpal Singh Celebrates ‘Cow Love Day’

Delhi Feb 14: Uttar Pradesh 
minister Dharmpal Singh 
on Tuesday celebrated Val-
entine’s Day as cows, dub-
bing it “Cow Love Day”. 
Singh marked the Cow 
Love Day by offering jag-
gery and rotis to cows and 
said that they should be 
treated as mothers. He 
holds the Animal Husband-
ry Department in the Yogi 
Adityanath-led Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) govern-
ment in UP. Singh said, “To-
day, Valentine’s Day is cel-
ebrated all over the world. 
There are many relations 
like mother, father, broth-
er, sister, husband, wife, 

and one’s love should be 
expressed. We have three 
mothers -- our mother, who 
gives us birth, ‘gau mata’ 
(cow) and Bharat Mata. 
First love should be for our 
mother, then ‘gau mata’ 
(cow) and then Bharat Mata 

‘ko pranaam karna chahiye’ 
(should be saluted).” Singh 
said there is no animal like 
a cow in the world whose 
“mal-mutra” (stool and 
urine) is “pious”. Singh’s 
celebration of Valentine’s 
Day with cows is the latest 

in the BJP’s and the Hindu 
Right’s push for cows and 
opposition for Valentine’s 
Day. Recently, Union gov-
ernment’s Animal Welfare 
Board of India (AWBI) had 
issued an appeal to mark 
Valentine’s Day as Cow Hug 
Day. The appeal was with-
drawn after ridicule online. 
The Hindu Right opposes 
the Valentine’s Day which 
it sees as a Western encora-
chment of Indian values. 
Hardline groups such as Ba-
jrang Dal often harass peo-
ple of opposite genders in 
public places on Valentine’s 
Day. Therefore.

IT Survey At BBC Offices Brazen Hounding
Of Those Who Speak Truth: Mehbooba Mufti

Delhi Feb 14: PDP presi-
dent Mehbooba Mufti on 
Tuesday said the Income 
Tax department’s survey 
operation at the BBC’s of-
fices in Mumbai and Delhi 
was “brazen hounding of 
the critics” of the BJP-led 
government at the Cen-
tre. “Cause & effect of raids 
on the BBC Office is quite 
obvious. GOI is brazenly 

hounding those who speak 
the truth. Be it opposition 
leaders, media, activists or 
anyone else for that mat-
ter. The gloves are off & 
there is a price one pays 
for fighting for truth,” Mufti 
tweeted. The Income Tax 
Department action, part 
of an investigation into al-
leged tax evasion.

Digvijaya Singh Blames
‘Intelligence Failure’ For 
Pulwama Terror Attack

Bhopal:Feb14:  Senior 
Congress leader Digvijaya 
Singh on Tuesday sparked 
a fresh row by claiming 
that a “blatant intelligence 
failure” was responsible for 
the death of 40 CRPF per-
sonnel in the Pulwama ter-
ror attack of 2019. A tweet 
by Mr Singh on the fourth 
anniversary of the suicide 
bombing of a CRPF con-
voy evoked a sharp reac-
tion from Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan who demanded 
that the Congress’s “DNA” 
be examined. “Today we 
pay homage to the 40 CRPF 
Martyrs who died because 
of the blatant Intelligence 

Failure in Pulwama. I hope 
all the Martyred Families 
have been suitably rehabil-
itated,” Mr Singh tweeted. 
Mr Chouhan accused him 
of speaking Pakistan’s lan-
guage. “I think Digvijay ji’s 
intelligence has failed, it is 
his failure. He insults the 
country’s Army and speaks 
the language of Pakistan. 
He tries to demoralise the 
Army,” Mr Chouhan told re-
porters. Seeking a response 
from Congress leaders So-
nia Gandhi and Rahul Gan-
dhi on the issue, Mr Chou-
han said an investigation 
is needed to find out “who 
sowed the seeds in Singh’s 
mind that made him.

Centre Plans 
To Include 
Additional 21 
Airports Under 
Krishi Udan: 
Minister
Delhi Feb 14: Indore, Mad-
hya Pradesh: Civil Aviation 
Minister Jyotiraditya Scin-
dia today said the Krishi 
Udan scheme has been a 
huge success and the cen-
tral government is plan-
ning to include additional 
21 airports under this. “At 
least 31 airports are under 
the Krishi Udan. We are 
speaking with MoD (Minis-
try of Defence) to include 
another 21 airports under 
Krishi Udan,” Mr Scindia 
told reporters while brief-
ing about the second day 
deliberations of the first 
G20 Agriculture Deputies 
Meeting held in Indore. He 
said Krishi Udan, a special 
flight meant for quick trans-
portation of agricultural 
produce, has been a huge 
success. Citing examples, 
he said lemon, jackfruit and 
grapes grown in the North 
East are transported not 
only to other parts of the 
country but also to other 
nations like Germany, Lon-
don.

PM hails Tata-
Airbus deal, 
says India will 
become 3rd big-
gest market in 
aviation sector 
in near future
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday hailed the 
deal between Air India and 
Airbus under which the 
Tata-owned carrier will ac-
quire 250 aircraft and said 
India’s growing aviation 
sector would need over 
2,000 aircraft in the next 
15 years. Tata Sons Chair-
man N Chandrasekaran an-
nounced that Air India will 
acquire 250 aircraft, includ-
ing 40 wide-body planes, 
from Airbus. Addressing 
an online event at which 
the purchase of Airbus 
aircraft was announced, 
Modi said the “landmark 
deal” reflects the deepen-
ing ties between India and 
France, as well as the suc-
cesses and aspirations of 
India’s civil aviation sector. 
“Our civil aviation sector is 
an integral part of India’s 
development. Strengthen-
ing the civil aviation sector 
is an important aspect of 
our national infrastructure 
policy,” he said. In the last 
eight years, the number of 
airports has gone up from 
74 to 147, Modi pointed 
out. Through the scheme 
UDAN.

We condemn 
‘intimidation tac-
tics’, shows govt 
scared of criti-
cism: Cong on IT 
teams survey op 
at BBC offices

Delhi Feb 14: The Congress 
on Tuesday termed as “in-
timidation tactics” the In-
come Tax survey operation 
at the BBC offices and al-
leged that the action shows 
that the Modi government 
is scared of criticism. The 
Income Tax Department on 
Tuesday conducted a sur-
vey operation at the BBC’s 
offices in Delhi and Mum-
bai as part of an investiga-
tion into alleged tax eva-
sion, officials said. Congress 
general secretary Jairam 
Ramesh said that while the 
party is demanding a Joint 
Parliamentary Committee 
probe on the Adani issue, 
the “government is after 
the BBC”. He also used a 
Hindi idiom to attack the 
government, saying “Vi-
nash Kale, Vipreet Buddhi” 
(When doom approaches, 
a person’s intellect works 
against his interest). “Here 
we are demanding JPC on 
the Adani issue but the 
government is after the 
BBC. Vinash Kale Viprit.
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Telangana: Open Book System Increases 
Pass Percentage In Polytechnic Exams

HYDERABAD: The 
Open book examination 
system which was intro-
duced on an experimen-
tal basis in polytechnic 
courses in the year 2021-
22 by the Telangana 
State Board of Techni-
cal Education and Train-
ing (SBTET) proved to 
be successful. The open 
book exam conducted for 
first-year students who 
joined the polytechnic 
courses in the applied 
engineering mathemat-
ics paper registered a 

pass percentage of 59 % 
which was introduced on 
an experimental basis in 
the polytechnic examina-
tion held last November 
2022 in Telangana. While 
the same paper written in 
the regular mode in Feb-
ruary 2021 registered 
only a 35% pass percent-
age. The SBTET officials 
are planning to extend 
the open book examina-
tion system to a few other 
subjects after noting the 
increase in the pass per-
centage of the above sub-

ject. Powered by “More 
than acquiring a degree, 
there is a need for stu-
dents to develop good 
skills and thinking pow-
er. This is what makes for 
a good career in today’s 
job market. The open 
book approach can mea-
sure student proficiency 
and we have introduced 
a new policy in this di-
rection,” Dr C Srinath, 
Secretary, SBTET stated. 
The open book system 
was started with Eng-
lish paper first and then 

Maths was introduced. 
The SBTET is planning 
to conduct industrial 
management and entre-
preneurship in the new 
format, based on the re-
sults of these two papers 
the Technical Education 
Board officials stated last 
year. N. Praveen Kumar a 
polytechnic student from 
Hyderabad while speak-
ing to Sakshi about the 
open book examination 
system said that there is 
a big difference between 
the regular exam writ-
ing and the open book 
approach. Even with the 
book, I had to read the 
entire chapter to find the 
answers to the questions. 
But then one gets com-
mand over the subject 
beforehand. In the usual 
rote method of learn-
ing, we would mug the 
concepts and write, but 
now with the open book 
system, our answers are 
clearly written. This has 
boosted our confidence 
and we can also write 
competitive exams.

Vehicle population crosses 
1.5 crore in Telangana

Hyderabad: The total 
number of registered ve-
hicles in Telangana has 
crossed 1.51 crore with 
Hyderabad leading from 
the front, in terms of add-
ing the largest number 
of new vehicles every 
year. According to data 
available with the State 
Transport department, 
out of the 1.51 crore ve-
hicles in Telangana, mo-
torcycles and cars com-
bined account for over 85 
per cent while 5 percent 
comprise of tractors and 
the remaining 10 per-
cent made up for other 
vehicles. ALSO READ 
Telangana among five 
States with lowest debt 
to GSDP ratio TSRTC to 
run 2,427 special buses 
for Maha Shivratri As of 
November 2022, the to-
tal number of registered 
vehicles in Telangana is 
1,51,13,129 out of which 
nearly, 73 per cent of the 
total vehicles are mo-
torcycles while cars and 

cabs together account for 
13.6 per cent of the total 
vehicle strength. Overall, 
out of the 1.51 crore vehi-
cles, a total of 1.11 crore 
are two-wheelers, 19.45 
lakh are cars, 6.8 lakh 
are tractors and trailers, 
5.9 lakh are goods car-
riages and 4.48 lakh are 
auto rickshaws. In Hy-
derabad, there are more 
than 77 lakh vehicles out 
of which over 57 lakh are 
two-wheelers and 13.76 
lakh are cars. According 
to the data, in a span of 12 
years, the vehicle popula-
tion has increased three-
fold in the city, which 

included the pandemic 
time. As per reports, be-
tween 2020 and 2022, the 
city witnessed an 18 per 
cent increase in vehicu-
lar population with about 
14 lakh vehicles being 
registered during these 
years. In 2019, the city 
had about 64,02,482 ve-
hicles and in 20 months 
i.e., by August 2022, the 
vehicles increased to 
77,65,487, an increase of 
13,63,005 (13 lakh) ap-
proximately. On an aver-
age, a total of 2,300 new 
vehicles were registered 
each day. Senior trans-
port officials said that 

over the years, Telan-
gana has been recording 
a sustained growth in 
the number of new ve-
hicles and their registra-
tions. The development 
of good infrastructure, 
besides the State emerg-
ing as a major IT hub 
has enabled the acceler-
ated growth of vehicles, 
they added. Traffic police 
sources said for the esti-
mated population of one 
crore, public transporta-
tion caters to the needs of 
over 35 lakh .passengers. 
Thus, most of the other 
individuals opt for their 
own.

TS Wildlife Board approves diversion of land for bus 
terminal at Vanasthalipuram

BJP ruled States get lion share in 
Food Processing Units

Hyderabad: Continu-
ing it’s discriminatory 
policy against Telangana, 
the BJP-led government 
at the Centre has sanc-
tioned just 26 projects 
for setting up of food 
processing industries un-
der the Pradhan Mantri 
Kisan Sampada Yojana 
(PMKSY) in the State, 
whereas it sanctioned 
162 projects in Maha-
rashtra, 81 in Gujarat and 
66 in Uttar Pradesh. This 
was disclosed by union 

Minister of State for 
Food Processing Indus-
tries Prahlad Singh Patel 
in Rajya Sabha. A Cen-
tre’s discrimination to-
wards Telangana extends 
to Supplementary Nutri-
tion Programme funds 
Centre’s discrimination 
now towards Hyderabad 
Metro too, says KTR 
He said that his ministry 
has so far sanctioned 26 
projects for setting up of 
food processing indus-
tries in Telangana under 

various sub-schemes of 
PMKSY and has released 
total grants-in-aid of 
Rs.145.70 crore till Janu-
ary 31 against the ap-
proved projects. Though 
the State had sent 104 
proposals, the Centre had 
approved only 26. Even 
neighbouring BJP ruled 
Karnataka was sanc-
tioned 42 projects for set-
ting up of food processing 
industries. Interestingly, 
66 projects were sanc-
tioned in Andhra Pradesh 
by the Centre. The Cen-
tre released grants-in-aid 
of Rs 348.89 crore to 
Gujarat and Rs. 517.98 
crore to Maharashtra for 
setting up food process-
ing industries, whereas, 
Telangana was released 
only Rs 145 crore.

Teachers constituency election electoral 
rolls updation closed: CEO Vikas Raj

Hyderabad: Chief Elec-
toral Officer Vikas Raj 
said on Monday said that 
claims and objections 
with regard to electoral 
rolls updation for the up-
coming Mahabubnagar-
Rangareddy-Hyderabad 
Teachers constituency 
election was closed on 
Monday. The biennial 
elections to two seats of 
the Telangana Legisla-
tive Council, one teach-
ers’ constituency and one 
local authorities’ con-
stituency, will be held on 
March 13. in which a total 
of 29,501 electors were 

enrolled and thereafter, 
as part of continuous 
updation of the electoral 
rolls, about 1131 appli-
cation forms have been 
received so far. The CEO 
further said that applica-
tions for voter enrollment 
received as on Monday 

would be scrutinized by 
the Electoral Registra-
tion Officers (EROs) 
and Assistant Electoral 
Registration Officers and 
would be disposed of. 
This would form the sup-
plementary electoral roll 
for the teachers constitu-

ency, which will be pub-
lished on February 23, he 
informed. He said that 
the ECI had earlier di-
rected the ERO to recon-
sider 1440 applications 
which were rejected on 
the account of conflict-
ing instructions by the 
authorities with respect 
to countersigning of the 
service certificates after 
which, the ERO has duly 
verified all the applica-
tions and 788 Form – 19 
applications were found 
correct, which would be 
included as part of the 
supplementary roll.

Hyderabad: The State 
Wildlife Board approved 
a proposal to give 1.3 
hectares of Harina Vana-
sthali Park for construc-
tion of a bus terminal at 
Vanasthalipuram. Since 
long, Hyderabad Met-
ropolitan Development 
Authority (HMDA) has 
been appealing the forest 
department to allot land 
for construction of bus 
terminal. Citing hard-
ships faced by passen-
gers and the increasing 
traffic, HMDA wanted to 
construct the terminal on 
the Vijayawada highway. 
7.70 per cent green cover 
increase in Telangana: 
Indrakaran Reddy India’s 
largest musical floating 
fountain launched in Hy-
derabad The bus stand 

at Dilsukhnagar was too 
small and operating dis-
trict buses from the loca-
tion was resulting in traf-
fic jams. Hence, HMDA 
submitted a proposal 
for a terminal at Vana-
sthalipuram. The State 
Wildlife Board, which 
met here on Monday, ap-

proved the proposal and 
same will now be sent for 
National Wildlife Board 
for final approval. Dur-
ing the meeting, which 
was chaired by Forest 
Minister A Indrakaran 
Reddy and attended by 
PCCF RM Dobiryal and 
other senior officials, the 

Board declined State Na-
tional Highways Author-
ity’s request for forest 
land to widen the roads 
leading to Srisailam. The 
Board was of the opinion 
that widening the exist-
ing roads would make 
the drivers to drive the 
vehicles at high speeds 
and that could pose a 
threat to the wild animals 
in the Amrabad reserve 
forests. Already, wild an-
imals being hit by speed-
ing vehicles were being 
reported frequently in 
the forest. Another ma-
jor decision taken during 
the meeting was to in-
crease the compensation 
to be paid for victims in 
case of wild animals at-
tacks from the existing 
Rs 5 lakh to Rs 10 lakh. 

A proposal to this effect 
would be sent to the State 
government for approval. 
This apart, the Board has 
approved to set up more 
rescue teams, which are 
involved in rescuing the 
wild animals when they 
venture into human habi-
tats. At present, there are 
just two rescue teams on 
each in Hyderabad and 
Warangal. The teams 
were finding it challeng-
ing to reach the spot in 
time when an incident 
was reported from differ-
ent districts. To address 
the issue, the department 
has now proposed to set 
up at least two rescue 
teams. The five-member 
team will be equipped 
with a vehicle, veterinary 
doctor,.

Telangana HC Stalls Kamareddy Draft Plan, 
Ryots Thank High Court and Dr KA Paul

Hyderabad: The Telan-
gana High Court on 
Monday asked the state 
government to keep the 
proposed Kamareddy 
master plan in abeyance 
and posted the matter for 
next hearing on 17 April 
2023. A division bench 
comprising Chief Justice 
Ujjal Bhuyan and Justice 
N Tukaramji heard the 
plea filed by Praja Shan-
thi Party founder KA 
Paul seeking the cancel-
lation of a new draft plan 
which is being opposed 
by the Kamareddy farm-

ers. The bench directed 
the BRS government to 
not take any further de-
cision on the new draft 
plan. Powered by It was 
a historic moment as the 
Praja Shanti Party (PSP) 
chief Dr Paul appeared 
in the court as a party in-
person. He presented 17 
compelling points before 
the Honourable High 
Court stating how the 
state government’s move 
is affecting the local 
farmers. Continuing his 
arguments in the case, Dr 
Paul said the government 

has issued a notification 
without considering the 
problems of nearly 2000 
marginal farmers from 7 
villages who are strug-
gling to make both ends 
meet. Meanwhile, the 
BRS government told the 
court that the proposed 
Kamareddy master plan 
has been put on hold. Un-
satisfied with the govern-
ment’s response, Dr Paul 
accused the KCR gov-
ernment of disregarding 
the Court’s orders and at-
tempting to seize the land 
of the poor farmers. The 

Chief Justice agreed with 
Dr. Paul’s arguments and 
directed the BRS gov-
ernment not to revive 
the new draft plan. The 
farmers of Kamareddy 
expressed their gratitude 
to Chief Justice Bhuyan 
and Justice N Tukaramji. 
They performed a milk 
abhishekam outside the 
court to a banner carrying 
the images of Chief Jus-
tice Bhuyan and Justice 
N Tukaramji and thanked 
them. Notably, the PSP 
chief Dr Paul had earlier.

BRS ridicules Centre over I-T ‘survey’ at BBC India
Hyderabad: The Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) on 
Tuesday ridiculed the 
union government for us-
ing Central agencies like 
the Income Tax depart-
ment to conduct what they 
called a ‘tax survey’ at the 
offices of BBC India. The 
party working president 
KT Rama Rao took to social 
media, wondering wheth-
er the ED would conduct 
raids on Hindenberg next 
or whether there would 
be a hostile takeover at-

tempt. Taking to Twitter, 
Rama Rao tweeted that 
agencies like I-T, CBI and 
ED have become the BJP’s 
biggest puppets. What a 
surprise!! A few weeks after 
they aired the documen-
tary on Modi, BBC India 
now raided by IT. Agencies 
like IT, CBI and ED have be-
come laughing stock for 
turning into BJP’s biggest 
puppets. What next? ED 
raids on Hindenberg or a 
hostile takeover attempt?,” 
he asked. MLC K Kavitha 

also slammed the BJP gov-
ernment over its approach. 
“The entire ruling gov-
ernment defends against 
probe amidst allegation 
on one business house 
and the same government 
sends its agencies behind 
those who show the truth 
! Why?,” she asked. The sur-
prise action comes weeks 
after the broadcaster aired 
a two-part documentary, 
“India: The Modi Question” 
even as the Centre blocked 
access to this series at mul-

tiple YouTube videos and 
Twitter posts sharing any 
links. “Modi ji, you have 
reached the heights of dic-
tatorship,” said AAP Rajya 
Sabha MP Sanjay Singh, 
who is also the party’s na-
tional spokesperson, in a 
tweet in Hindi, reacting 
sharply to the survey. “First, 
imposed a ban on the BBC 
documentary. Now raids at 
their offices..Don’t forget 
Modi ji, Hitler’s dictator-
ship also came to an end.
Your dictatorship will also 

end,” the AAP leader add-
ed. The two-part BBC doc-
umentary, which claims 
it investigated certain as-
pects relating to the 2002 
Gujarat riots when Modi 
was the chief minister of 
the state, has been trashed 
by the Ministry of External 
Affairs as a “propaganda 
piece” that lacked objectiv-
ity and reflected a “colonial 
mindset”. Last week, the 
Supreme Court dismissed 
a plea seeking to impose a 
complete ban on the Brit-
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“First Time A PM Has Accepted...”: MK 
Stalin Tears Into Parliament Speech

Chennai: Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister MK Sta-
lin today slammed Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and the state’s Gover-
nor RN Ravi. Regarding 
several questions raised 
by Congress MP Ra-
hul Gandhi in his recent 
Parliament speech, he 
said he has learnt from 
the Prime Minister the 
art of speaking for hours 
without answering any-
one’s questions. “There 
are several allegations 
against the PM and the 
BJP government, but he 
hasn’t responded to any-
thing. He says the trust of 
the people is his protec-

tive shield. The people 
don’t think so,” he said. 
Mr Stalin further said the 
PM’s speech was “full 
of rhetoric”, but did not 
have any explanation on 
the BBC documentary 
(on the 2002 Gujarat ri-
ots) or the Adani issue 
(allegations of stock 
manipulation by Adani 
group companies). “Al-
legations against the 
Adani group are direct 
allegations against the 
BJP government at the 
Centre. Even a Supreme 
Court bench, led by the 
Chief Justice of India, 
is hearing the case seri-
ously. Hence, there must 

be a discussion in the 
Parliament, and a Joint 
Parliamentary Commit-
tee probe needs to be or-
dered,” MK Stalin said. 
Calling questions raised 
by Rahul Gandhi in the 
Parliament -- parts of his 
speech were expunged 
by the Speaker, leading 
to protests by the grand 
old party -- “genuine 
and valid”, he said it was 
“shocking” that the PM 
did not say a word on 
the allegations. On re-
marks by Mr Gandhi and 
Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge being ex-
punged from the Parlia-
ment’s records, he said it 
doesn’t mean they can be 
expunged from people’s 
minds. He further called 
the PM’s remark, that the 
Enforcement Directorate 
is uniting the Opposition, 
his confessional state-
ment. “For the first time, 
a Prime Minister has ac-
cepted in the Parliament 
that he does vendetta pol-
itics against the Opposi-

tion. This does not bode 
well for the country. It’s 
certainly not good for de-
mocracy,” the Chief Min-
ister said. MK Stalin said 
the PM did not respond 
to DMK’s questions as 
well, on Sethusamudram 
shipping canal project -- 
the project has been on 
hold since 2007, and the 
DMK has urged the Cen-
tre to immediately revive 
and implement it --, Pres-
idential assent for a Bill 
seeking exemption from 
National Eligibility cum 
Entrance Test (NEET) 
for medical admission, 
states’ rights, Tamil Nadu 
Governor’s alleged in-
terferences in the state 
government’s function-
ing, and the Governor not 
giving assent to the Bill 
banning online gambling. 
“The PM had nothing to 
say on anything on Tamil 
Nadu,” he said, pointing 
out that DMK members 
had raised several perti-
nent questions. The Chief 
Minister said the PM 

didn’t list promises he has 
fulfilled. Training guns at 
Governor RN Ravi, with 
whom the ruling party 
has had an ongoing tus-
sle, he said the Governor 
disrespects the Bill that 
was unanimously passed 
by the state Assembly. 
He mentioned four cas-
es of suicide in the last 
week due to people being 
trapped in online gaming, 
asking if the Governor 
wasn’t aware of them. 
It’s the Madras High 
Court which suggested 
bringing such a law, he 
added. It’s a mystery that 
the Governor who signed 
the ordinance doesn’t 
give assent for the Bill 
for three months, he said. 
The BJP has denied the 
allegations. Referring to 
expungement of parts of 
Rahul Gandhi’s speech, 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah today said that this 
is not the first time when 
someone’s comments 
made in Parliament have 
been expunge.

Colombo: Sri Lanka on 
Monday dismissed as a 
“joke” a top Tamil na-
tionalist leader’s claim 
that LTTE chief Velu-
pillai Prabhakaran, who 
was killed in 2009 by 
the island nation’s mili-
tary, was still alive. Pazha 
Nedumaran, a noted na-
tionalist leader in Tamil 
Nadu, told reporters in 
Thanjavur that the leader 
of the Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
“is doing well” and a 
“conducive atmosphere 
prevails for him to ap-
pear now.” Sri Lanka’s 
defence ministry dis-
missed Mr Nedumaran’s 
claim as a joke. “It is 
confirmed that he was 
killed on 19 May 2009. 
The DNA has proved it,” 
Colonel Nalin Herath, Sri 
Lanka’s defence ministry 
spokesman told PTI. In a 
bitterly fought campaign 
that began in 1983, Sri 
Lanka’s military ended 
the nearly three-decade 
brutal civil war in the is-
land nation in May 2009, 

by killing the leaders of 
the LTTE.The LTTE was 
fighting for an indepen-
dent state for the Tamil-
ians in Sri Lanka’s North 
and Eastern provinces. 
Though the exact date 
when Prabhakaran was 
killed by the Sri Lankan 
Army was not known, 
his death was announced 
on May 19, 2009. The 
then-president Mahinda 
Rajapaksa on May 18, 
2009 declared the end of 
a 26-year war in which 
over 1,00,000 people 
were killed and millions 
of Sri Lankans, mainly 
minority Tamils were 
displaced as refugees 
inside the country and 
abroad after the Assem-

bly adopted a resolution 
to record only the Gov-
ernor’s original speech, 
which was prepared by 
the state government and 
reportedly approved by 
the Speaker. RN Ravi 
walked off in a huff, 
without even waiting for 
the national anthem, sung 
moments later. The Gov-
ernor had skipped parts 
of the address prepared 
by the state government 
which had references to 
secularism, describing 
Tamil Nadu as a haven 
of peace, and mention of 
leaders like Periyar, BR 
Ambedkar, K Kamaraj, 
CN Annadurai, and Karu-
nanidhi,

Terrorism An Evil Affecting Life, 
Liberty Of People: Kerala High CourtKochi: Terrorism is an 

evil affecting the life and 
liberty of people and the 
growth of the nation in 
all respects, Kerala High 
Court said while refus-
ing to suspend the sen-
tence of three persons 
convicted of attempting 
to travel to Syria to join 
ISIS. No religion propa-
gates terrorism or hatred 
but some fanatics or re-
ligious fundamentalists 
have distorted the views 
of religion for spread-
ing messages of terror-
ism and hatred, the court 
said. A bench of Justice 
Alexander Thomas and 
Justice Sophy Thomas 
refused to suspend the 
sentence and grant bail 
to the trio -- Midlaj, Ab-

dul Razak. and Hamsa 
-- considering the gravity 
of the offence prima fa-
cie proved against them 
even though they have 
undergone a major por-
tion of their sentence. 
“Terrorism is an evil af-

fecting the life and lib-
erty of people. It affects 
the growth of the nation 
in all respects. In fact, no 
religion propagates ter-
rorism or hatred.” “But, 
unfortunately, some fa-
natics or religious funda-

mentalists have distorted 
the views of religion, 
for spreading messages 
of terrorism and hatred, 
without realising the 
amount of damage it is 
doing to the society as 
well as to the country as 
a whole,” the high court 
said. The court said in its 
order that innocent youth 
attracted by the call of 
terror organisations fall 
prey to violence and 
anti-national activities, 
destroying the tranquil-
lity in society, unmindful 
of the freedom, liberty 
and safety of their fel-
low beings, and the in-
tegrity of the nation. It 
noted that the application 
of the convicts was to be 
considered with serious-

ness as they were act-
ing against the security 
and integrity of the na-
tion and also the liberty 
and freedom of citizens. 
“Considering the grav-
ity of the offence prima 
facie proved against the 
applicants/appellants, 
though they have under-
gone (a) major portion of 
their sentence, we are not 
inclined to suspend their 
sentence and to release 
them on bail at present,” 
the court said in its Feb-
ruary 10 order. Accord-
ing to the prosecution, 
the accused persons, six 
in number, attempted to 
join the terror outfit for 
indulging in violent “ji-
had” as part of waging 
war against Asiatic pow-

With Official In Cage, How Leopard Was 
Rescued From Well In Karnataka

Mangaluru: A one-year-
old leopard, which fell 
into a well at Niddodin 
near Karnataka’s Man-
galuru, was rescued and 
later released into the 
wild, Forest Department 
officials said. The offi-
cials initially tried luring 
the animal inside a cage 
on Sunday by lowering it 
down the well and were 

unsuccessful, a release 
said. A rescue team led 
by wildlife specialist Dr 
Yashasvi Naravi with Dr 
Meghana, Dr Prithvi and 
Dr Nafisa then decided to 
immobilise the leopard 
and bring it up from the 
well which was too deep 
and had a small cave in-
side where the animal 
was hiding. Dr Meghana 

sat inside the cage with 
darts and gun. The cage 
was slowly put inside the 
well with ropes tied to 
it with the help of locals 
and forest department of-
ficials. The leopard was 
darted and after sedation, 
it was pulled inside the 
cage and was lifted up.

DLSA Secretary visited TSMR School and College : 

Bureau Chief M.A.Samad 
: Nizamabad February 14 
; Today in Nizamabad 
town Telangana Minority 
Residential School and 
College (Boys) DLSA 
Secretary and Senior Civ-
il Judge P. Padmavati was 

suddenly inspected the 
school premises, class-
rooms, bedrooms, store-
rooms and kitchens. She 
also talked to the children 
and about their problems.  
Several suggestions were 
made by talking to the au-

thorities and during this 
activity School Principal 
B. Swetha and Advocate 
Zeeshan Razvi and Sha-
hed Raja SLC and Upad-
hama team and staff of 
DLSA were participated .

“Government Cannot Act As Robber Of 
Citizens’ Lands”: Karnataka High Court

Bengaluru: Coming 
down heavily on the Kar-
nataka Industrial Area 
Development Board (KI-
ADB), the High Court of 
Karnataka has said that 
the government cannot 
“act as robbers”. Quot-
ing St Augustine from his 
5th century book ‘The 
City of God,’ the Court 
said, “Without justice, 
what else is the State 
but a great band of rob-
bers?” Petitioners M V 
Guruprasad and Nandini 
Gururpasad approached 
the High Court against 

the acquisition of their 
land by KIADB in 2007. 
Initially, their names were 
missing from the acquisi-
tion notification. It took 
them seven years to get 
the government to issue 
a corrigendum in 2014 
and include their names. 
However, no compen-
sation has been paid to 
them ever since. “There 
is no plausible explana-
tion as to why the pay-
ment of compensation is 
withheld for a decade and 
half,” Justice Krishna S 
Dixit said in his recent 

judgment. Though the 
challenge to land acquisi-
tion was rejected by the 
Court, it ordered that the 
compensation should be 
re-fixed at the rate of 50 
per cent computed under 

the Right to Fair Com-
pensation and Transpar-
ency in Land Acquisi-
tion, Rehabilitation and 
Resettlement Act, 2013. 
The KIADB was also di-
rected to pay a cost.

 of ₹ 25,000 per acre to 
the petitioners. Coming 
down heavily on the au-
thorities, the High Court 
in its judgment said, 
“The government cannot 
act as a robber of citi-
zens’ lands; taking away 
private lands for the pur-
ported public purpose 
sans compensation mili-
tates against the spirit of 
constitutional guarantee 
enacted under Article 
300A, the fundamental 
right to property no lon-
ger being on the statute 
book, notwithstanding.” 

Case Against 7 BJP Workers For Protesting 
Over Screening Of BBC Series On PM

Madurai: Seven BJP 
workers were booked af-
ter they protested against 
the screening of a BBC 
documentary on PM Na-
rendra Modi by the Com-
munist Party in a private 
hall in Madurai’s Meen-
akshi Nagar area yester-
day evening, police said. 
A few Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) members 
reached the spot on re-
ceiving information. The 

BJP members, who ar-
rived on the scene, at-
tempted to prevent the 
documentary from being 
screened also started pro-
tests. The police reached 
the spot and detained BJP 
members. On Sunday 
night, more BJP mem-
bers protested at the gate 
of Avaniyapuram police 
station to condemn the 
police action against the 
BJP. Avaniyapuram As-

sistant Commissioner 
of Police Selva Kumar 
confirmed to ANI, “The 
BBC documentary was 
screened at the Jamaat-
owned indoor mahal on 
Sunday. The BJP pro-
tested against it. We have 
filed a case against seven 
BJP workers and are in-
vestigating the matter.” 
The Supreme Court on 
Friday dismissed a PIL 
seeking a complete ban 

on the British Broadcast-
ing Corporation (BBC) 
and BBC India from op-
erating from Indian terri-
tory in the wake of airing 
the documentary titled, 
‘India: The Modi Ques-
tion’ relating to the 2002 
Gujarat riots. A bench of 
Justices Sanjiv Khanna 
and MM Sundresh said 
that the plea was miscon-
ceived and the court can-
not impose censorship

“Dravidian Movement Empowered Dalits”: DMK 
Leader Hits Back At Governor

Chennai: Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (DMK) leader 
TKS Elangovan today said 
barring a few sporadic inci-
dents of caste violence, the 
Dravidian movement em-
powered Dalits with educa-
tion and employment. He 
added that “the government 
is taking action against in-
cidents of caste atrocities”. 
“It is because of the Dravid-
ian movement that Dalits 
and OBCs, who were de-
nied education and employ-

ment, received education 
and jobs. We empowered 
them with education and 
employment,” DMK’s TKS 
Elangovan said. Mr Elan-
govan was replying after 
Tamil Nadu Governor RN 
Ravi took a dig at the DMK 
government and held them 
responsible for a rise in the 
number of attacks against 
Dalits. “There were spo-
radic incidents created by 
Hindutva policy of Manu 
Dharma that some are born 

upper caste and some lower 
caste. This is not our cul-
ture. It has come from the 
north, from Manu Dhar-
ma,” he added. “Culprits 
are promoters of Hindu re-
ligion,” Mr Elangovan al-
leged. “They (BJP leaders) 
speak what they were told 
to speak. There is no place 
for independent-thinking 
people in BJP or RSS. They 
have to obey the orders of 
the high command,” he took 
a dig at Governor RN Ravi.

Earlier, Tamil Nadu Gov-
ernor RN Ravi lashed out 
at the DMK government, 
holding it “responsible for 
a rise in the number of at-
tacks” against Dalits in 
Tamil Nadu. The Governor 
said law enforcement and 
the criminal justice system 
have failed to stop alleged 
crimes against Dalits. “In 
our state, we are talking so 
much about social justice 
but every other day you 
hear some atrocities.

“Joke”: Sri Lanka Dismisses 
Tamil Leader’s Claim That LTTE 

Chief Is Alive
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N o  D e l h i  M a y o r  P o l l s  O n  T h u r s d a y, 
Supreme Court Makes Big Observation

New Delhi: Election of 
Delhi’s Mayor, sched-
uled for Thursday, has 
been postponed as the 
Supreme Court will now 
hear the matter on Friday. 
The decision came after 
the office of the Delhi 
Lieutenant Governor 
told the Supreme Court 
that it would postpone 
the February 16 election 
to a date after February 
17. A bench headed by 
Chief Justice DY Chand-
rachud, which posted for 
February 17 a plea filed 
by AAP Mayoral candi-
date Shelly Oberoi seek-
ing early holding of the 
Mayoral poll, observed 
that nominated members 
cannot vote in the elec-
tion. “Nominated mem-
bers cannot go for elec-
tion. The constitutional 
provision is very clear,” 
the bench observed, vin-
dicating the Aam Aadmi 
Party’s assertion. As the 
top court bench posted 
the matter for hearing on 

Friday, Additional Solici-
tor General Sanjay Jain, 
representing the office of 
the LG, said the Febru-
ary 16 election would be 
postponed to a date after 
February 17. The Su-
preme Court had on Feb-
ruary 8 sought responses 
of the office of the LG, 
pro tem presiding offi-
cer Satya Sharma of the 
Municipal Corporation 
of Delhi (MCD), and oth-
ers, on Ms Oberoi’s plea. 
Amid a prolonged tussle 
between the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) and the BJP, 
there have been three 

failed attempts to elect 
the Mayor. Delhi Lieu-
tenant Governor VK Sax-
ena had earlier accepted 
a proposal by Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal’s 
party to hold the Mayor 
election on February 16. 
CBI Request Seeking 
Cancellation Of Ex NSE 
Chief’s Bail Rejected 
CBI Request Seeking 
Cancellation Of Ex NSE 
Chief’s Bail Rejected Su-
preme Court Asks Uber 
To Apply For License 
To Function In Maha-
rashtra Supreme Court 
Asks Uber To Apply For 

License To Function In 
Maharashtra “Don’t Dis-
band Hybrid Hearing 
Option”: Supreme Court 
Tells High Courts “Don’t 
Disband Hybrid Hear-
ing Option”: Supreme 
Court Tells High Courts 
The Mayor could not be 
elected when the council-
lors met on January 6 and 
24, and February 6, due 
to protests by the BJP 
and AAP after 10 MCD 
members nominated by 
the Lieutenant Governor 
were allowed to vote. 
The Delhi Municipal 
Corporation Act also says 
nominated members, or 
aldermen, cannot vote in 
house meetings. Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriw-
al-led AAP has strongly 
opposed voting rights for 
the aldermen nominated 
by the Lieutenant Gover-
nor, who was appointed 
by the Centre and faces 
allegations of further-
ing BJP’s agenda by try-
ing to hinder the Delhi 

government’s work. The 
party alleges that these 
nominated members are 
inclined to support the 
BJP. The AAP emerged 
as the clear winner in the 
MCD polls in December, 
winning 134 wards and 
ending the BJP’s 15-year 
rule in the civic body. 
The BJP won 104 wards 
to finish second, while 
the Congress won nine 
seats. The post of Delhi 
mayor sees five single-
year terms on rotation, 
with the first year being 
reserved for women, the 
second for the open cat-
egory, the third for the 
reserved category, and 
the remaining two again 
for the open category. 
Delhi will thus get a 
woman mayor this year. 
1 Comments This will be 
the first time in 10 years 
that the city will have 
one mayor, following the 
merger of three divisions 
of the municipal body 
last year.

Engineering graduate drugged and raped 
inside car in Gurgaon mall parking

GURGAON: A 27-year-
old woman was alleg-
edly drugged and raped 
by a man inside his car 
parked at the basement 
of a mall near Sikander-
pur on MG Road, police 
said on Monday. The 
accused had allegedly 
called the woman, an en-
gineering graduate, to the 
mall for a job interview 
on February 11. He later 
took her to the basement 
of the mall, offered her 
sedative-laced water and 
raped her. An FIR has 
been registered at the 
Women Police Station in 
Sector 51 on the basis of 
a complaint submitted by 
the woman. In her com-
plaint, the woman said 
the man had identified 
himself as Tushar Kapoor 
and approached her as a 
recruiter seeking young 
graduates. “He met me at 
the gate of the mall and 
took me to its basement. 
There he offered me wa-
ter. After consuming it, 
I lost consciousness and 
he pushed me into his 

car and raped me inside 
the vehicle. He fled from 
the spot leaving me in 
the parking,” the woman 
said in her complaint. 
She claimed that the ac-
cused had threatened to 
kill her if she approached 
cops. According to the 
police, after the job in-
terview, the accused took 
the woman for lunch. 
He later offered to drop 
of the woman and took 
her to the basement of 
the mall, where he alleg-
edly drugged and raped 
her. “We have registered 
a case under IPC sec-

tions 328 (causing hurt 
by means of poison), 376 
(rape), and 506 (criminal 
intimidation) on the basis 
of the complaint filed by 
the woman and are yet 
to verify the charges. We 
have asked for CCTV 
footage from the mall 
management to probe the 
matter and take further 
actions,” said women 
police station SHO in-
spector Suman Sura. A 
medical examination 
of the woman has been 
conducted. (The victim’s 
identity has not be

Locals Protest As Demolition Drive In 
Delhi’s Mehrauli Continues

New Delhi: The anti-
encroachment drive in 
New Delhi’s Mehrauli 
continued for the fourth 
consecutive day on Mon-
day amid heavy police 
and para-military forces 
deployment. A large 
number of locals whose 
structures were declared 
illegal held a protest and 
created a commotion 
while demanding the ac-
tion to be stopped. “We 
told them to wait for an 
hour during which the 
stay order will come. We 
had applied for a stay or-
der. This is hooliganism. 
But they are not ready 
to wait,” the locals said. 
Delhi Development Au-
thority (DDA) however 
did not listen to their cry 

and went ahead with the 
demolition action. Earlier 
on Sunday, raging pro-
testors allegedly threw 
red chilli powder on the 
security personnel de-
ployed at the protest site, 
prompting Delhi Police 
to issue a warning for 
suitable legal action. The 
police also clarified that 
they did not resort to lathi 
charge and that claims 
of locals being injured 
were baseless. An official 
statement from the DDA 
on Saturday said that the 
drive is intended to clear 
the unauthorised en-
croachments on the gov-
ernment’s land that hous-
es protected monuments 
of the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) 

among others was started 
by the DDA on Friday in 
co-ordination with Delhi 
Police at Lado Sarai Vil-
lage falling in Mehrauli 
Archaeological Park. The 
statement further read 
that a demarcation exer-
cise, to identify the ex-
tent of unauthorized and 

illegal encroachment or 
construction, for the pur-
pose of removing them, 
had been carried out as 
per the direction of the 
High Court by the Rev-
enue Department, rep-
resentatives, in the pres-
ence of DDA and Waqf 
Board representatives 

in December 2021. This 
matter pertains to DDA’s 
demolition drive in dif-
ferent colonies falling 
under ward number 8 of 
Mehrauli. Advocate An-
kit Jain appearing on be-
half of one petitioner Ru-
chi and 16 others moved 
a plea against the Delhi 
government, DDA, and 
the Archeological Sur-
vey of India (ASI) stat-
ing that the properties of 
the petitioners are in the 
urbanised village Meh-
rauli, which falls within 
‘Lal Dora’ land and has 
been duly registered with 
the Sub Divisional Mag-
istrate’s Office, Mehrauli 
since the year 2001.

Hackers Install Malware In Delhi ATM, 
Loot Rs 5.60 Lakh In Over An Hour

New Delhi: Unidenti-
fied hackers installed 
malware in an ATM in 
Delhi’s Mayur Vihar and 
robbed ₹ 5.60 lakh. The 
Delhi Police have regis-
tered an FIR and are in-
vestigating. According to 
the FIR, there has been 
a malware attack on an 
ATM (Automated Teller 
Machine) in the Mayur 
Vihar Phase-1 area of 
New Delhi. Malware was 
used to hack the ATM, 
and ₹ 5.60 lakhs was 
stolen from it by making 
illegal transactions. The 
ATM could not record 
the transactions because 
of the malware. Accord-
ing to the FIR, the ac-
cused went to the ATM 
and made it offline. The 
Police suspect that the 

looters disconnected the 
ATM from the local area 
network (LAN) and con-
nected it with their virus 
software. They then in-
stalled malware on the 
ATM machine’s system. 
After which the accused 
stole ₹ 5.60 lakh through 
several transactions in 
more than an hour’s time. 
ALSO READ Interstate 
Gang Targeting Citi-
zens At ATMs Busted In 
Maharashtra Interstate 
Gang Targeting Citizens 
At ATMs Busted In Ma-
harashtra US’ Largest 
Crypto ATM Installer 
Coin Cloud Files for 
Bankruptcy: Details US’ 
Largest Crypto ATM In-
staller Coin Cloud Files 
for Bankruptcy: Details 
Feeding Of Fake Notes 

In Coin Vending Ma-
chines Led To UPI-Based 
Alternative: RBI Feeding 
Of Fake Notes In Coin 
Vending Machines Led 
To UPI-Based Alterna-
tive: RBI The matter is 
said to be reported on 
October 28 last year, the 
police registered the case 
on February 9. At pres-
ent, the matter is being 
investigated. The police 
have not yet been able 
to reach the hackers. In 
a similar case, an ATM 
was looted in Tamil Nadu 
where unidentified mis-
creants broke open four 
ATM machines and de-
camped with over ₹ 80 
lakh cash in Tamil Na-
du’s Tiruvannamalai on 
the intervening night of 
Saturday and Sunday.

Mercedes Hits Woman In Delhi’s Anand 
Vihar, Leaves Her With Fractured Leg

New Delhi: A 27-year-
old woman suffered a 
leg fracture when she 
was hit by a Mercedes 
car in east Delhi’s Anand 
Vihar area, police said 
on Monday. The inci-
dent took place Sunday 
around 3.45 pm when the 
woman was run over by 
a car, whose driver too 
was a woman. Accord-
ing to police, the victim, 
Jhilmil resident Akshita 
Aggarwal, was standing 
in front of gate number 4 
of Rishabh Vihar with her 
younger sister waiting 
for a rickshaw to go to 

Karkardooma Metro Sta-
tion. Meanwhile, a black 
Mercedes car came from 
Vivek Vihar side and hit 
Ms Aggarwal. The impact 
threw her on the ground, 
and as it happened, the 
driver ran over her right 
leg, police said. The driv-
er, though she came out 

of the car, fled the scene 
after she saw Ms Aggar-
wal crying, they said. Ms 
Aggarwal noted down 
the registration number 
of the car.The driver has 
been booked under sec-
tions 279 (rash driving) 
and 338 (causing griev-
ous hurt by act.

Over Rs 1,000 Crore Budget To Make Delhi G20 Summit
New Delhi: It is esti-
mated that more than ₹ 
1,000 crore will be spent 
by various Delhi gov-
ernment agencies on the 
preparations for the G20 
summit and related events 
to be held in the city in 
the coming months, of-
ficials said on Monday. 
Apart from upgrading the 
civic infrastructure, the 
beautification work and 
such other preparations 
by various departments 
of the city government 
and the New Delhi Mu-
nicipal Council (NDMC) 
will cost ₹ 1,084 crore, 
they added. Delhi will 
host the main sum-

mit meeting of the G20 
(Group of 20) countries 
and seven other related 
events, starting March. 
Earlier this month, Depu-

ty Chief Minister Manish 
Sisodia had written a let-
ter to the Centre, seeking 
a grant of ₹ 927 crore to 
take up special devel-

opment projects for the 
G20 summit. According 
to the officials, 26 Delhi 
government departments 
and central agencies are 
working on the prepara-
tions for the summit. The 
public works department 
(PWD), the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) and the NDMC 
will mainly be associated 
with civic infrastructure 
improvement and beau-
tification work. It is es-
timated that the PWD, 
the MCD and the NDMC 
will spend ₹ 448 crore, 
₹ 249 crore and ₹ 78 
crore respectively on it, 
a senior government offi-

cer said. Repairing roads 
and pavements, beautifi-
cation of medians, pave-
ments and traffic islands 
on major road stretches, 
illumination work, hor-
ticulture, installation of 
LED lights, electric bus-
es for the visitors and for-
eign delegates have been 
planned for the summit. 
PromotedListen to the 
latest songs, only on Jio-
Saavn.com The tourism 
department of the city 
government has planned 
various events and pro-
grammes and estimated 
a budget of ₹ 72 crore 
for the same, the officials 
said

Delhi Government Clears Way For Executive 
Enclave For PM’s New Office

New Delhi: The Delhi 
government has granted 
permission to the Central 
Public Works Department 
to transplant trees from the 
site of the proposed Execu-
tive Enclave under the Cen-
tral Vista project, officials 
said today. The Executive 
Enclave will come up on the 
south side of South Block 
in plot number 36/38 in the 
high-security Lutyens’ Del-
hi. “Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal has cleared the 

way for (the) Prime Minis-
ter’s (Executive) Enclave.” 
“The CPWD (Central Pub-
lic Works Department) had 

sought permission for trans-
plantation of 173 trees from 
(the) project site from (the) 
Delhi government and the 

Chief Minister has cleared 
the file, thereby expedit-
ing the project,” an official 
said. The Kejriwal govern-
ment has approved the pro-
posal upon the condition 
that the agency would take 
up 10-times compensatory 
plantation. The Executive 
Enclave will be constructed 
under the Centre’s ambi-
tious Central Vista rede-
velopment project. “Can’t 
Be Displaced Until...”: 
Delhi Government Opposes 

D e l h i  S e e s  C l e a n e s t  A i r  S i n c e  L a s t 
October, Next 3 Days’ Forecast Is..

New Delhi: Delhi on Mon-
day logged a 24-hour aver-
age AQI of 135, the lowest 
since October 13 last year, 
owing to chilly winds that 
swept through the city dis-
persing the pollutants. The 
cold northwesterly winds 
-- blowing up to a speed 
of 48 kmph -- from the 
mountainous regions led 
to a drop in temperatures. 
The city recorded a high 
of 23.2 degrees Celsius, 
normal for this time of the 

year and a minimum tem-
perature of 8.7 degrees 
Celsius, two notches below 
the season’s average. Hu-
midity level during the day 

oscillated between 25 per 
cent and 62 per cent. The 
weather department has 
forecast a mainly clear sky 
with strong surface winds 

and occasional gusty winds 
for Tuesday. The maxi-
mum and minimum tem-
peratures are likely to settle 
around 26 degrees Celsius 
and 12 degrees Celsius re-
spectively on Tuesday. An 
AQI between zero and 50 
is considered good, 51 and 
100 satisfactory, 101 and 
200 moderate, 201 and 300 
poor, 301 and 400 very 
poor, and 401 and 500 se-
vere. According to the Min-
istry of Earth Sciences.
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Tax Survey At BBC’s Delhi, Mumbai 
Offices, Phones, Laptops Seized

New Delhi: Income Tax 
officials landed at the 
BBC offices in Delhi and 
Mumbai this morning for 
searches, weeks after a 
huge controversy over 
the UK national broad-
caster’s documentary 
series on Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and al-
legations linked to the 
2002 Gujarat riots. The 
taxmen were carrying out 
a “survey” over allega-
tions of international tax-
ation and transfer pricing 
irregularities involving 
the BBC (British Broad-
casting Corporation), 
said sources. Around 20 
tax officials searched the 

BBC’s Delhi office. In 
Mumbai, BBC Studios 
that deals with produc-
tion was searched. Pau-
seUnmute Fullscreen 
Documents were seized 
and phones and laptops 
of journalists were taken 
away, the sources said. 
The offices will be sealed 
for the duration of the sur-
vey and employees have 
been asked not to share 
details with anyone. Tax 
officials said this was a 
survey, not a search, and 
that the phones would 
be returned. “We needed 
some clarifications and 
for that our team is vis-
iting BBC office and we 

are carrying out a survey. 
Our officers have gone 
to check account books, 
these are not searches,” 
Income Tax sources as-
serted. Sources said the 
taxmen asked BBC’s fi-
nance department for de-
tails of its balance sheet 
and accounts. BBC was 
in the news recently over 
the two-part series, “In-
dia: The Modi Question”, 
which was taken down 
from public platforms 
last month. On Janu-
ary 21, the Centre, using 
emergency powers under 
the Information Technol-
ogy Rules, 2021, directed 
blocking multiple You-
Tube videos and Twitter 
posts sharing links to the 
controversial documen-
tary. Opposition leaders 
and students who ac-
cused the government of 
blatant censorship orga-
nized public screenings 
of the documentary and 
students clashed with col-
lege authorities and the 
police at several colleges. 
The opposition Congress 
accused the government 

of targeting BBC over 
the documentary criti-
cal of PM Modi. “Here 
we are asking for a Joint 
Parliamentary Commit-
tee (JPC) probe into the 
Adani-Hindenburg row, 
and there the govern-
ment is hounding BBC. 
Vinash Kaale Viprit Bud-
dhi (when one is doomed, 
one makes wrong de-
cisions),” commented 
Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh. Trinamool Con-
gress MP Mahua Moitra 
jibed in a tweet: “Re-
ports of Income Tax raid 
at BBC’s Delhi office. 
Wow, really? How unex-
pected.” Samajwadi Par-
ty chief Akhilesh Yadav 
too slammed the searches 
at the BBC offices, call-
ing them the beginning 
of “ideological emer-
gency”. “When a gov-
ernment stands for fear 
and oppression instead 
of fearlessness, then one 
should realise the end is 
near,” he said in a Hindi 
tweet. 25 Comments Last 
week, the Supreme Court 
rejected.

Intelligence Failure: Digvijaya Singh 
Slams BJP on Pulwama Attack Anniversary
New Delhi: Senior Con-
gress leader Digvijaya 
Singh on Tuesday said 
that the 40 Central Re-
serve Police Force per-
sonnel died because of 
the blatant Intelligence 
Failure in the Pulwama 
attack. The Rajya Sabha 
MP attacked the BJP 
while paying homage to 
the martyrs of the Pul-
wama terror attack on its 
fourth death anniversary. 
On Feb 14, 2019, Adil 
Ahmad Dar, a 22-year-
old suicide bomber, drove 
a Maruti Eeco down one 
of the alleyways and 
onto the highway before 
ramming the IED-laden 
vehicle into the CRPF 
convoy. Up to 40 troops 
died when the bus ex-
ploded, turning it into 
a twisted pile of metal. 
This was the biggest ter-
ror attack Kashmir val-
ley had witnessed in the 
last three decades. The 
bomber was affiliated 
with the Pakistan-based 
terror group Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JEM). JeM 
published a short video 

claiming the credit for the 
deadly attack. Taking to 
Twitter, Digvijaya wrote, 
“Today we pay homage 
to the 40 CRPF Martyrs 
who died because of the 
blatant Intelligence Fail-
ure in Pulwama. I hope 
all the Martyred Families 
have been suitably reha-
bilitated.” Pulwama Ter-
ror Attack Anniversary: 
Timeline of how Terror-
ist Attacked CRPF Con-
voy and India’s Response 
With Balakot Airstrike 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like 
Elecrama 2023 – Power-
ing the Future of Energy 
Elecrama.com Learn 
how to get a SDE job out-
side India? Scaler Acad-
emy ‘He insults Army, 
speaks Pak’s language’: 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
on Digvijaya Singh Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han has strongly reacted 
to Digvijaya Singh’s re-
marks on Pulwama at-
tack. “I think this (tweet) 
is a failure of the failing 
brain of Digvijaya Singh. 

He insults Army, speaks 
Pakistan’s language & 
tries to demotivate the 
Army. It is Digvijaya 
Singh who should be 
probed. Who sows seeds 
to speak against nation 
& Army in his brain?”, 
news agency ANI quoted 
Chouhan as saying. Ear-
lier today, Congress Pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge 
paid tributes to the 40 
CRPF personnel who 
died in a terror attack on 
this day four years ago. 
Kharge said, “We bow in 
reverence to the supreme 
sacrifice of the Pulwama 
martyrs. We remember 
their indomitable valour 

and courage in the ser-
vice of the nation. Lest 
We Forget.” Days after 
the dastardly terror at-
tack, Indian warplanes 
struck the biggest terror-
ist training camp of JeM 
deep inside Pakistan`s 
Balakot in retaliation. 
The National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA), 
which is probing the ter-
ror case, has named JeM 
chief Masood Azhar, his 
brother Abdul Rauf As-
ghar, slain terrorist Mo-
hammad Umar Farooq, 
suicide bomber Adil 
Ahmed Dar and other 
terrorist commanders op-
erating.

“India Offers Enhanced Defence Ties To 
Friendly Nations”: Rajnath Singh

Bengaluru: Union Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh to-
day said that India sees all 
nations as equal partners 
and the country does not 
believe in imposing exter-
nal solutions to country’s 
internal problems. As part 
of the ongoing ‘Aero India’ 
event, India’s biennial aero-
space exhibition, Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
hosted a Defence Ministers’ 
Conclave, ‘SPEED’, at Taj 
Westend in Bengaluru to-
day morning. Speaking on 
occasion, Mr Singh said, 
“India has always stood for 
a rules-based international 
order, in which the primor-
dial instinct of the “might 
being right” is replaced by 
the civilisational concept 
of fairness, cooperation, re-
spect and equality amongst 
all sovereign nations.” 
Highlighting the need for 
cooperation between na-
tions, Rajnath Singh said, 
“We wish to create symbi-
otic relationships where we 

can learn from each other.” 
He also pointed out terror-
ism illegal arms trade and 
drug smuggling as a security 
threat to the world. “Today 
collective security has be-
come sine-qua non for our 
development and prosper-
ity. Terrorism, illegal arms 
trade and drug smuggling 
pose a significant security 
threat to the whole world 
Singh. To counter security 
threats, there is a need to 
devise new strategies for 
our current reality. India 
does not believe in dealing 
with such security issues 
in the old paternalistic or 
neo-colonial paradigms. 
We consider all nations as 
equal partners,” Rajnath 
Singh said at the Aero In-
dia conclave. The conclave 
witnessed the participation 
of his counterparts from 
friendly foreign nations. 
The Aero India event was 
inaugurated by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Monday. Security Advisor 

to Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister Tarique Ahmed Sid-
dique, Nepal Defence Min-
ister Hari Prasad Uprety, Sri 
Lanka State State Minister 
of Defence Premitha Ban-
dara Tennakoon and other 
country defence dignitaries 
also addressed the event. 
Mr Singh also said that the 
commingling and contest 
of various thoughts in In-
dia had made us a global 
ideation centre. India Con-
siders All Nations As Equal 
Partners: Rajnath Singh At 
Aero India India Consid-
ers All Nations As Equal 

Partners: Rajnath Singh At 
Aero India Aero India 2023: 
Lord Hanuman’s Picture 
Removed From Tail Of Su-
personic Aircraft Aero India 
2023: Lord Hanuman’s Pic-
ture Removed From Tail Of 
Supersonic Aircraft “Trib-
ute To Brave Soldiers”: 
Rajnath Singh On Pulwama 
Attack Anniversary “Trib-
ute To Brave Soldiers”: 
Rajnath Singh On Pulwama 
Attack Anniversary “India 
has never been a closed 
country and has been al-
ways open to new ideas 
and thoughts from all over 

the world. Our past open-
ness continues to shape our 
present and future. Com-
mingling and contesting 
various thoughts in India 
have made us a global ide-
ation centre,” the Union 
Minister said. He further 
said that India supports 
the capacity building of its 
partner countries to “chart 
out” their own destiny, in 
accordance with their own 
genius. “India offers an en-

hanced defence partnership 
to friendly foreign nations. 
We offer a partnership that 
is accommodative of the na-
tional priorities and capaci-
ties. We want to build with 
you, we want to create with 
you and we want to develop 
with you,” he said, adding, 
“When we are procuring 
defence equipment from 
our valued partner nations, 
very often, they are shar-
ing the technical know how, 
setting up manufacturing 
plants in India, and working 
with our local firms.

BJP Will Cross Majority Mark Before 12 
PM on Tripura Polls Counting Day: Shah

Agartala (Tripura): Ex-
pressing confidence of 
BJP getting full majority 
in the Tripura assembly 
elections, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah has 
said that the BJP is seek-
ing a mandate to make 
the state prosperous in 
the next five years build-
ing on the development 
initiatives of the party-
led government. Re-
sponding to questions 
about a possible hung 
assembly in Tripura, 
Amit Shah said that the 
constituencies in Tripura 
are small and “you will 
see that before 12PM on 
counting day, the BJP 
would have crossed the 
majority mark.” In an 
exclusive interview with 
ANI, he also said that 
BJP`s `ChaloPaltai` slo-
gan in the last election 
was not a slogan to come 
to power in the state but 
to change the situation 

in Tripura. The BJP cre-
ated a record in 2018 by 
ousting the Left Front 
government which ruled 
Tripura for 35 years from 
1978. The state will go to 
the polls on February 16 
for its 60-member assem-
bly. The BJP is contest-
ing 55 seats while its ally 
Indigenous Peoples Front 
of Tripura (IPFT) is con-
testing the remaining five 
seats. Shah said Con-
gress and CPI-M joining 
hands shows that they 
are not in a position to 
defeat BJP on their own 
and “it is very good posi-
tion” for the party. Also 
Read: Tripura Assembly 
Election: BJP Believes 
in Politics of ‘Badlao’, 
not of ‘Badla’, Says PM 
Modi “We will increase 
our seats and also our 
vote share in Tripura. 
Congress and the Com-
munist party have come 
together as they have 

accepted that they can`t 
defeat BJP alone. We 
will form government 
with full majority in the 
state,” Shah said. “`Cha-
loPaltai` slogan was giv-
en to change the situation 
in Tripura, and we`ve 
done that. Earlier when 
the Left was in power in 
Tripura, government em-
ployees were paid under 
Pay Commission, but we 
implemented the 7th Pay 
commission in the state 
without increasing fiscal 
deficit. We eliminated 
violence in Tripura and 
also took strict action 
against drugs business 
from across the border 
in the state,” he added. 
Shah also outlined the 
“effective steps” of the 
state government to end 
violence in the border 
state and tackle the drug 
menace and added that 
these have sent a good 
message among people.

Can Rahul Gandhi Emerge as PM Candidate After 
Bharat Jodo Yatra? Amit Shah Answers

New Delhi: Union Home 
Minister and senior 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leader Amit Shah 
has spoken on the like-
lihood of former Con-
gress chief Rahul Gandhi 
emerging as the prime 
ministerial candidate 
for the 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections after his Bharat 
Jodo Yatra and said it 
will be known after the 
upcoming three Assem-
bly polls. In an inter-
view with news agency 
ANI, which was aired 

on Tuesday (February 
14, 2023), Shah said that 
the impact of Rahul Gan-
dhi’s 145-day foot march 
from Tamil Nadu’s Kan-
yakumari to Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Srinagar will 
be seen after this month’s 
elections in Tripura, Na-
galand, and Meghalaya. 
Rahul last month com-
pleted his five-month 
and over 4000-kilome-
ters Bharat Jodo Yatra, 
which the Gandhi scion 
walked the most part of. 
The yatra traversed 12 

states and two Union ter-
ritories after its launch 
on September 7 last year. 
Experts believe he has 
now “arrived as a man” 
and is no longer Indira 
Gandhi’s grandson, Ra-
jiv Gandhi’s son. “He is 
now Rahul Gandhi, the 
man. That is a very criti-
cal change in how people 
perceive him today,” an 
advertising industry vet-
eran told the news agen-
cy PTI after the Congress 
leader’s campaign ended 
on January 30. 2024 Lok 

Sabha polls | PM Modi 
has full support of peo-
ple, BJP has ‘no competi-
tion’: Amit Shah In an in-
terview with ANI, Amit 
Shah also exuded confi-
dence in Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and said that 
there is “no competition” 
for the saffron camp in 
the 2024 General Elec-
tions and that the people 
of the country are whole-
heartedly moving with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.Shah said India has 
made progress.

‘Nobody’s Contribution...: Shah on 
Allegations of Erasing ‘Mughal History’

Agartala: Reacting sharp-
ly to allegations of eras-
ing history of Mughals 
and changing the names 
of the cities associated 
with them, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah has 
said that the BJP state 
governments have taken 
“well-thought decisions” 
which are within their 
statutory rights. Shah, 
however, said that the 
BJP does not want to 
remove anybody`s con-
tribution to history. The 
Home Minister`s re-

marks came in response 
to allegations that the 
BJP is attempting to re-
write the country`s histo-
ry in which the BJP-ruled 
states have renamed or 
are planning to rename 

cities whose names are 
associated with Mughal 
history. “The contribu-
tion of no one should be 
removed, neither do we 
want to remove them. 
But if someone wants 

to establish the tradi-
tion of the country then 
no one should have any 
objection,” he said in 
an exclusive interview 
with ANI.”We have not 
changed the name of 
even a single city that 
previously did not have 
an old name. Our gov-
ernments have taken 
well-thought-out deci-
sions. Every government 
has its statutory rights,” 
Shah added. Notably, 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
MP Sangam.

Adani appoints Grant Thornton for audit to come clean on Hindenburg allegations
Embattled Adani group 
has appointed accountan-
cy firm Grant Thornton for 
an independent audit of 
some of its companies in 
a bid to come clean of the 
damning allegations lev-
elled by the US short-sell-
er Hindenburg Research 
and to assure investors 
and regulators. Sources 
said the audit is primarily 
to show to regulators like 
the Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) that the group has 
nothing to hide and it is in 
compliance with relevant 
laws. The audit will specifi-
cally look into if there was 
any misappropriation or 
repatriation of funds and 
if loans were used for any 
purpose other than the 
one they were intended 
for. The audit, they said, 
would go a long way to 
show that the books are 
healthy and project execu-

tions are on track - some-
thing that the investors are 
keenly watching given the 
damage to market value 
that the Hindenburg re-
port has caused. As the run 
on its shares continued, 
Adani Group had on Mon-
day attempted to calm the 
market, saying its growth 
plans are intact, business 
plans are fully funded and 
it remains confident of de-
livering returns to share-

holders. Market value of 
the group’s seven listed 
companies has halved 
since the January 24 report 
by the US-based short-sell-
er Hindenburg Research 
alleged that Adani pulled 
“the largest con in cor-
porate history” using off-
shore tax havens and stock 
manipulation. The group 
has denied all allegations, 
calling them “malicious”, 
“baseless” and a “calculat-

ed attack on India”. It called 
Hindenburg the “Madoffs 
of Manhattan”, referring 
to the late financier and 
fraudster Bernie Madoff. 
“Balance sheet of each of 
our independent portfolio 
companies is very healthy,” 
the group spokesperson 
had said. “We have indus-
try leading development 
capabilities, strong corpo-
rate governance, secure 
assets, strong cash flows, 

and our business plan is 
fully funded.” The group 
debunked reports of a cut 
in growth goal and ca-
pex. Projects may be de-
layed but none is shelved 
or deferred and plans for 
expansion of solar, green 
hydrogen and airports 
were on track. “Once the 
current market stabilizes, 
each entity will review its 
own capital market strat-
egy, be rest assured, we are 

confident in the continued 
ability of our portfolio to 
deliver superior returns to 
shareholders,” the spokes-
person added. The Adani 
crisis has sparked worries 
of financial contagion in 
India and ability to carry 
on infrastructure projects. 
Last week, French oil major 
TotalEnergies said it would 
wait for the result of an 
independent audit before 
proceeding with investing 

in Adani Group’s USD 50 
billion plans to make green 
hydrogen. According to 
Bernstein Research, Adani 
Green is capable of paying 
off all its debt of Rs 22,000 
crore due in the financial 
year ending in March 2025, 
if it divests some renew-
able energy assets, seeks 
fresh equity capital from 
existing investors, or can-
cels some planned proj-
ects and avoids.
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Satya Nadella Declares Second 
Search War On Google

Not too long ago, mar-
keters and search en-
gine optimisers used 
to avidly watch out for 
something called the 
Google Dance. As the 
World Wide Web ex-
pands constantly with 
new websites, and pages 
are added and some de-
leted, Google’s famed 
search algorithm con-
stantly adjusts its rank-
ing. It crawls through 
these pages, gauges 
their relevance, sniffs 
out frauds, and modi-
fies how sites appear on 
its page. This is what 
is called the Google 
Dance. I thought of it 
recently when Satya 
Nadella, the CEO of Mi-
crosoft, revised the defi-
nition of Google Dance, 
saying in an interview, 
“I hope with our inno-
vation they (Google) 
will definitely want to 
come out and show that 
they can dance. I want 
people to know that we 
made them dance.” This 
was the day Microsoft 
and OpenAI launched 
an updated version 
of the search engine 
Bing, which integrated 
ChatGPT’s astonishing 
generative AI abilities 
with traditional search. 
Nadella called it a ‘new 
day’ in search, throwing 
down the gauntlet to the 
“800-pound gorilla”, 
and sparking off the 
Second Search Wars. 
The First Search Wars 
started 14 years back, 
when Steve Ballmer 
and Microsoft launched 
the search engine Bing 
to take on Google. 
Google had annihilated 
other search engines 
like Yahoo, Lycos, and 
Excite to become a vir-
tual monopoly, through 
a combination of su-
perior search results 
and a profit-spinning 
business model. Much 
like the First World 
War, the Bing-Google 
search war was a grind-
ing battle fought in the 
trenches of technology. 
Google emerged victo-
rious, still controlling 
more than 90 per cent 
of the search market, 
besides overtaking Mi-
crosoft in revenues and 
profitability. Microsoft 
vowed to soldier on, and 
Bing still exists, though 
as a very poor second 
alternative. Therefore, 
the undisguised glee 
in Nadella’s tone when 
he declared the Second 
Search Wars. The Sec-
ond World War began 
with a blitzkrieg by the 
Germans as their tanks 
and artillery rolled into 
several European coun-
tries, the execution and 
sheer speed of it stun-
ning the world. Micro-
soft started the Search 
war though its own 
blitzkrieg, as it speed-

ily integrated OpenAI’s 
pathbreaking ChatGPT 
into its properties - 
Bing, the Azure cloud, 
Github, and its core 
Office software. It had 
patiently invested and 
partnered with OpenAI 
since 2019 and helped 
them develop their in-
novative products; 
recently it upped the 
game with a reported 
$10 billion investment. 
The patience is pay-
ing off in spades, with 
the pace and scale of 
its execution taking the 
tech world by surprise. 
Tech experts are gush-
ing about how startups 
could learn from Mi-
crosoft’s nimble ex-
ecution. The game that 
Nadella and Microsoft 
are playing is not about 
just winning in Search; 
in fact, a ChatGPT-like 
model will never re-
place Search. Google’s 
search business rev-
enues at $225 billion 
dwarf Microsoft Bing’s 
more than 20-fold. With 
8.5 billion searches a 
day, Google has the 
advantages of mas-
sive network effects, 
superior infrastructure 
and technology, and a 
brand which has be-
come synonymous with 
search. It has fearsome 
AI capabilities too - its 
vaunted Search labs ac-
tually ‘invented’ trans-
formers before OpenAI 
and GPT3, and it owns 
probably the best deep 
learning company in the 
world, DeepMind. It has 
had a ChatGPT-killer 
with it for many months 
now; its LaMDA or 
Language Model for 
Dialogue Application 
will soon be reborn as 
Bard. While Microsoft 
would definitely like to 
claw back some mar-
ket share from Google 
- each percentage point 
of share is worth bil-
lions of dollars in rev-
enue - its game goes 
deeper. Satya Nadella, 
as a commentator said 
on Twitter, is “playing 
3D chess”. At the heart 
of this game is the fact 
that Search is not Mi-
crosoft’s main business 
- it has market leading, 
super-profitable growth 
businesses in enterprise 
software, the cloud and 
gaming. Its search reve-
nues are just around 5% 
of its total revenues. For 
Google, it is quite the 
opposite, with search 
advertising contribut-
ing 80% of its total 
revenue and almost its 
entire profitability. It is 
very likely that its other 
big businesses, like the 
cloud, lose money - it 
lost nearly half a billion 
dollars in Q4 2022. It is 
the big revenue gusher 
of search that boosts its 
investments.

Speak Up, Veterinary and Animal Scientists, 
Against the Non-Science Surrounding the Cow

I am outraged and em-
barrassed at how much 
longer the community 
of veterinary and ani-
mal scientists to which 
I belong will continue 
to remain silent, pas-
sive and unquestioning 
of the utter non-science, 
falsehoods and irratio-
nality being spouted by 
our country’s top animal 
husbandry and veterinary 
science policy makers, in 
the name of  ‘cow pro-
tection’. Chinese Con-
struction of Waterfalls 
in the building 350, - 
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verto Player The most re-
cent example of this was 
the “appeal” from the 
Animal Welfare Board 
of India issued on Febru-
ary 6, to ‘hug cows’ and 
declare Valentine’s Day 
‘ Cow Hug Day’, citing 
Vedic traditions alleg-
edly being replaced by 
Western culture as the 
basis for this proposal. 
This was rapidly with-
drawn on February 10. 
No reasons were cited. 
Is it that the government 
was suddenly gripped 
by acute discomfort at 
having been swiftly and 
effectively exposed and 
torn apart by citizens of 
this country, in front of a 
galaxy of global dignitar-
ies currently in different 

parts of India discussing 
the G20’s “One Earth, 
One Family, One Future” 
plans for science, edu-
cation, climate change, 
energy, agriculture, tour-
ism and what have you? 
Whatever the reason 
may be, it is completely 
condemnable that the 
Department of Animal 
Husbandry, of which the 
Animal Welfare Board 
is a part, far from pro-
moting scientific temper 
and rational thinking 
amongst India’s citizens, 
uses its executive posi-
tion to lend state patron-
age to fuel the growing 
Hindu right-wing vigi-
lante groups’ vicious an-
nual attacks against In-
dian citizens celebrating 
Valentine’s Day (which 
they too consider to be 
Western culture invad-
ing and replacing Indian 
culture aka Vedic cow 
culture) and/or lynching 
citizens, invariably Mus-
lims, Dalits or Adivasis, 
for being “anti-cow”. 
What do they so hate 
about Valentine’s Day? 
It has nothing to do with 
stopping Western culture, 
but everything to do with 
policing the defiant and 
brave young women of 
this country, whose deci-
sions on love challenge 
the caste and patriarchal 
codes of the Manusmriti 
and the false boundaries 
of religion. Ironically, 
the latter was recently 
valorised by a high court 
judge, for being the only 

means by which women 
can advance in the STEM 
disciplines. Over a cen-
tury ago, it was Dr B.R. 
Ambedkar who pinpoint-
ed how the reproduction 
of caste hinges on the 
strict Brahminical patri-
archal rules of endogamy 
and control over wom-
en’s sexuality. And as for 
the love of the holy cow 
via governments poli-
cies on cow protection 
– it’s the great unholy 
lie. Data, not cow-hugs, 
matter. Across the cow 
belt of India, which has 
stringent anti-slaughter 
laws, cattle populations 
are on the decline. Farm-
ers have responded to the 
relentless focus on mech-
anising agriculture, cou-
pled with strictures on 
slaughter and inter-state 
transportation of cattle, 
by letting loose onto the 
fields their unproduc-
tive bullocks and cows, 
preferring to restock 
with buffaloes. Burgeon-

ing stray cattle popula-
tions invading farms and 
streets are chased away 
by harassed farmers, and 
these stressed usually 
docile animals are actu-
ally then in self-defence 
turning on humans. The 
government’s ‘Atmanir-
bahar’ dairy policy is to 
double milk exports via 
expanding domestic milk 
production and process-
ing capacity. It was re-
cently given a fillip by 
establishing a national 
level multi-state coop-
erative export society. 
Nearly 95% of this year’s 
animal husbandry bud-
get is directed towards 
this industrialising dairy 
project.  Farmers respond 
by shifting their produc-
tion away from multi-
functional cattle breeds 
to high milk producing 
crossbred dairy cattle. 
This spells bad news for 
cows and their welfare, as 
cows end up being reared 
merely as milk producing 

machines, without rest. 
Farmers, under pressure 
for their animals to pro-
duce more, end up also 
being pushed into adopt-
ing more harmful  man-
agement practices. The 
higher producing animals 
are also genetically more 
susceptible to diseases 
such as Mastitis, result-
ing in increased antibi-
otic use. As soon as cows 
cross their fourth lacta-
tion, they have to be re-
placed by younger stock. 
The illogical anti-slaugh-
ter laws force farmers to 
either turn their animals 
out on to the roads, or 
send them to overflow-
ing and underfunded 
gaushalas, or ‘smuggled’ 
surreptitiously under 
horrific conditions via 
the thriving underground 
trade in cows destined 
for slaughter, handled in 
many instances by the 
self-appointed cow vigi-
lantes. The governments 
extremely illogical and 

short-sighted techno-
logical solution is ‘same 
sexed semen’ to com-
pletely eliminate male 
cattle, and only have fe-
males. Once again they 
ignore the reality of the 
misery that awaits the 
unproductive cow, as 
also the foolishness of 
abandoning male cattle 
as a prime renewable 
and ecologically sustain-
able source of energy in 
farming. cow Photo: Ti-
tas Mallick/Unsplash Of 
equal concern is how this 
policy reflects zero love 
for the environment, pro-
moting the extraction and 
export of scarce primary 
and survival resources of 
citizens, namely precious 
water and energy, as also 
replacing vital lands 
which should be put to 
diverse food to feed our 
citizens, to animal feed 
to meet industrialising 
export driven dairying. 
Higher and higher milk 
production can no longer 
be supported now by ani-
mals merely grazing on 
grazing lands and crop 
residues, but by feeding 
higher quantities of ani-
mal feed, and thus vast 
lands under animal feed 
crops. Intensification is 
contributing steadily to 
the climate crises, down 
the value chain, unre-
corded and hidden from 
public scrutiny. Abso-
lutely no data from In-
dia exists on the carbon 
emissions down the val-
ue chains.

Can Rishi Sunak Keep Passing the Trevor Noah Test?
Trevor Noah, who hosts 
‘The Daily Show’ on 
American TV, was at his 
satirical best when he said 
Brexit was meant to de-
liver the country back to 
its white British national-
ists but what has actually 
happened is the opposite 
― a brown British PM of 
Indian origin is elected to 
run the country! Chinese 
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Unmute Report a prob-
lem Language Share Vid-
verto Player Noah jokes 
that the racists among the 
UK’s white population 
might even fear that Rishi 
Sunak would be tempted 
to sell Britain to India! 
Satire usually contains 
an element of reality. Ri-
shi Sunak will be very 
mindful of the sentiment 
of the ultra-conservative 
segment of British soci-
ety which led the Brexit 
campaign. Sunak says 
he is determined to earn 
the trust of the people 
and run a government of 
“integrity, accountability 
and transparency”. But 
the task before Sunak is 
not easy. His diagnosis 
of the problems facing 
the British economy was 
spot on. He disagreed 
with Boris Johnson on 
economic policy and his 
tax cut plan and resigned 
as finance minister. He 
disagreed with Eliza-
beth Truss’s tax cut pro-
gramme for the rich on 
the same grounds. Sunak 
argued that inflation had 
to be tackled on prior-

ity because the British 
working class was being 
taxed by extraordinary 
inflation above 9%. In 
such a situation, cutting 
taxes for the rich in the 
name of boosting growth 
would be disastrous. Su-
nak’s critique of the poli-
cies of Johnson and Truss 
has been appreciated by 
the people. But as PM 
himself, Sunak will have 
to deliver and provide 
a lasting solution to the 
economic woes of Brit-
ain. British economists 
broadly agree that Britain 
has suffered a long-term 
growth crisis two decades 
long, and lagged behind 
other OECD economies 
like the US and Germany.  
Brexit caused uncertain-
ties and slowed invest-
ments. Britain’s national 
debt is close to 100% of 
its GDP and Sunak, in his 
opening statement after 
becoming PM, promised 
that he would ensure that 
the burden is not passed 
on to the next generation 
of Britons. This will be 
a tough act, considering 
that the UK will go into 
elections after a year. 
Also read: ‘Not an Indian 
Success Story’: Edito-
rials Say Celebrations 
Over Sunak’s Rise Will 
Have to Wait Sunak has 
hinted at tough econom-
ic decisions. Tough for 
whom, is the key ques-
tion. The working class 
has been hurting very 
badly due to high infla-
tion and rising mortgage 
rates. Any further burden 
on this class by welfare 
cuts would make Sunak 
immediately unpopular 
and give a handle to vo-
cal sections in the Op-

position. As it is, the UK 
tabloids suggest that Su-
nak is not legitimately 
elected, neither by the 
people nor the members 
of the Conservative Par-
ty. Sunak is likely to car-
ry this burden at the back 
of his mind while taking 
key decisions. Negotia-
tions in a India-UK trade 
deal was to conclude by 
Diwali, but political un-
certainty in the UK put 
on the brakes. Now, some 
of the sticking points will 
have to be resolved by 
the new PM. India seeks 
a more liberal work visa 
regime for Indians in ex-
change for dropping du-
ties on Scotch whiskey, 
automobiles etc imported 
from the UK. Sunak can 
be expected to be more 
pragmatic, but he can’t 
possibly deviate from his 
party’s position on strict-
er visa norms and a plan 
to send back foreigners, 
especially Africans, who 
have taken asylum in the 
UK. Being of Indian ori-
gin, Sunak may have to 
be particularly careful not 
to be seen as more gen-
erous to India in a trade 
deal, even if pragmatism 

demands such generos-
ity. In short, Sunak may 
have to keep passing 
Trevor Noah’s satire test 
from time to time Trevor 
Noah, who hosts ‘The 
Daily Show’ on Ameri-
can TV, was at his sa-
tirical best when he said 
Brexit was meant to de-
liver the country back to 
its white British national-
ists but what has actually 
happened is the opposite 
― a brown British PM of 
Indian origin is elected to 
run the country! Chinese 
Construction of Water-
falls in the building 350,  
- Travel Nfx 00:00 Pre-
vious PauseNext 00:08 / 
03:02 Unmute Settings 
Fullscreen Copy video 
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verto Player Noah jokes 
that the racists among the 
UK’s white population 
might even fear that Rishi 
Sunak would be tempted 
to sell Britain to India! 
Satire usually contains 
an element of reality. Ri-
shi Sunak will be very 
mindful of the sentiment 
of the ultra-conservative 
segment of British soci-

ety which led the Brexit 
campaign. Sunak says 
he is determined to earn 
the trust of the people 
and run a government of 
“integrity, accountability 
and transparency”. But 
the task before Sunak is 
not easy. His diagnosis 
of the problems facing 
the British economy was 
spot on. He disagreed 
with Boris Johnson on 
economic policy and his 
tax cut plan and resigned 
as finance minister. He 
disagreed with Eliza-
beth Truss’s tax cut pro-
gramme for the rich on 
the same grounds. Sunak 
argued that inflation had 
to be tackled on prior-
ity because the British 
working class was being 
taxed by extraordinary 
inflation above 9%. In 
such a situation, cutting 
taxes for the rich in the 
name of boosting growth 
would be disastrous. Su-
nak’s critique of the poli-
cies of Johnson and Truss 
has been appreciated by 
the people. But as PM 
himself, Sunak will have 
to deliver and provide 
a lasting solution to the 
economic woes of Brit-
ain. British economists 
broadly agree that Britain 
has suffered a long-term 
growth crisis two decades 
long, and lagged behind 
other OECD economies 
like the US and Germany.  
Brexit caused uncertain-
ties and slowed invest-
ments. Britain’s national 
debt is close to 100% of 
its GDP and Sunak, in his 
opening statement after 
becoming PM, promised 
that he would ensure that 
the burden is not passed 
on to the next generation 

of Britons. This will be 
a tough act, considering 
that the UK will go into 
elections after a year. 
Also read: ‘Not an Indian 
Success Story’: Editorials 
Say Celebrations Over 
Sunak’s Rise Will Have 
to Wait Sunak has hinted 
at tough economic deci-
sions. Tough for whom, 
is the key question. The 
working class has been 
hurting very badly due to 
high inflation and rising 
mortgage rates. Any fur-
ther burden on this class 
by welfare cuts would 
make Sunak immediate-
ly unpopular and give a 
handle to vocal sections 
in the Opposition. As it is, 
the UK tabloids suggest 
that Sunak is not legiti-
mately elected, neither by 
the people nor the mem-
bers of the Conservative 
Party. Sunak is likely to 
carry this burden at the 
back of his mind while 
taking key decisions .
Negotiations in a India-
UK trade deal was to 
conclude by Diwali, but 
political uncertainty in 
the UK put on the brakes. 
Now, some of the stick-
ing points will have to 
be resolved by the new 
PM. India seeks a more 
liberal work visa regime 
for Indians in exchange 
for dropping duties on 
Scotch whiskey, auto-
mobiles etc imported 
from the UK. Sunak can 
be expected to be more 
pragmatic, but he can’t 
possibly deviate from his 
party’s position on strict-
er visa norms and a plan 
to send back foreigners, 
especially Africans, who 
have taken asylum in the 
UK. Being of Indian .
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n Criminalising Political Action, Judges Are Helping the State 
Bring Politics Into India’s Court

Submissions should be 
limited to law and not be 
political.’ Chinese Con-
struction of Waterfalls in 
the building 350,  - Trav-
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verto Player This is a 
common refrain in the 
courts. Yet the prosecut-
ing state’s behaviour to-
wards its prisoners has 
been rather erratic. On 
the one hand, it is seen to 
oppose, tooth and nail, 
the grant of bail to politi-
cal activists such as Jyoti 
Jagtap, or Umar Khalid, 
alleged to have ‘ignited 
passions’ and provoked 
violence (in others). Sim-
ilarly, the state cried for 
– and was granted – a 
Saturday hearing at the 
Supreme Court, in order 
to suspend the judgment 
of the Bombay high court 
discharging Professor 
G.N. Saibaba, and to en-
sure that he is not even 
temporarily released 
from jail. It is the state’s 
allegation that Professor 
Saibaba deploys his con-
siderable brains towards 
critiquing the democrati-
cally elected govern-
ment. On the other hand, 
the state does not seem at 
all bothered about actual 
rioters; or those who have 
indulged in vitriolic hate 
speech, and in hate 
crimes, those who have 
lynched men, serving 
time too. The noncha-
lance with which it grant-
ed remission to certain 
‘political’ rapists and 

murderers bears out the 
arbitrariness in conduct. 
How do we begin to think 
about these inconsisten-
cies? When I read law at 
university, I had found a 
thin volume called An In-
troduction to Political 
Philosophy which has 
held me in good stead 
since. The book describes 
politics as centring on 
two questions: ‘who gets 
what?’ and ‘says who?’. 
The first of these ques-
tions is about the distri-
bution of rights and re-
sources: which material 
resources, like education 
and health, the environ-
ment, minerals, etc. 
should be deemed ‘public 
goods’ and belong equal-
ly to all people; or should 
only those who pay in-
come tax have any moral 
claim to them? At a given 
point in time, a material 
resource like public 
health may be seen as a 
public good and all citi-
zens may feel entitled to 
demand it as a right, 
whereas at another point 
in political time, it may 
merely be seen as lar-
gesse, distributed condi-
tionally to subjects as per 
the government’s better 
judgment. Beyond mate-
rial resources, politics 
also asks the questions: 
how should rights and 
freedoms be distributed? 
Should some people have 
more freedoms than oth-
ers? And finally, what 
would be the basis of 
such distribution? Politi-
cal philosophy holds that 
‘who gets what’, and ‘in 
what measure’ is decided 
by those who retain po-
litical power. Political 

power sometimes defers 
to the constitution on the 
question of ‘who gets 
what’, and accepts affir-
mative action, and spe-
cial rights for protected 
groups. At other times, it 
yields only to majoritari-
an sentiments, or to hard 
economics. Politics in-
volves itself with the tus-
sle of power that finally 
determines how things 
will come to be distribut-
ed. Charles Dickens 
wrote Oliver Twist (or 
The Parish Boy’s Prog-
ress) in 1837, where a 
section describes how the 
master served extremely 
meagre portions of food 
to the boys in the parish 
orphanage, keeping most 
of it for himself. In a poi-
gnant scene, Oliver 
Twist, ‘miserable and 
lonely’, and ‘tired and 
hungry’ walks up to the 
master: “Please sir, may I 
have some more?” ‘The 
master hit Oliver’s head 
with the ladle, then pin-
ioned him to the wall and 
shrieked for reinforce-
ments.’ ‘Ungrateful boy!’ 
he hissed. The Board was 
immediately convened. 
They sat in solemn con-
clave: “What, he wanted 
more?” “What a criminal 
mind! That boy will be 
hung”. Oliver was 
deemed very dangerous 
by the Board and ordered 
into solitary confinement, 
still quite hungry. ‘The 
physical incarceration of 
Oliver Twist, in response 
to his request for more 
equitable distribution, 
was counter-political. ‘ 
Oliver’s was a political 
act. But equally, the elab-
orate response to his de-

mand was deeply politi-
cal too. The display of 
shock and fear at Oliver’s 
request for a more equi-
table distribution; his cat-
egorisation as an ungrate-
ful criminal; the claim 
that his behaviour would 
have a deleterious effect 
on other impressionable 
minds; the assertion that 
his sudden act caused 
physical discomfort to 
the master, causing his 
eyes to pop out and his 
blood pressure to soar; 
and finally, the physical 
incarceration of Oliver 
were all [counter] politi-
cal acts. Politics is thus 
the consciousness that 
the powers that be are not 
fairly distributing rights 
and resources, and then 
trying to spread that con-
sciousness through dis-
cursive activity and mo-
bilisation. Politics is 
equally the business of 
obstructing change, and 
the freezing of status quo, 
by dismissing ‘politics of 
change’ as anarchic, or 
‘conflict entrepreneur-
ship’, or anti-national. 
There is an instructive 
paragraph in the order 
denying bail to Jyoti Jag-
tap: ‘We have carefully 
gone through the tran-
script of the stage play 
enacted by Kabir Kala 
Manch members. On 
reading the same, we are 
afraid to state that the 
role played by KKM and 
its activists on the date of 
event was not only ag-
gressive, but also highly 
provocative and clearly 
designed to incite hatred 
and ignite passion. There 
are a number of innuen-
dos in the text/words/per-

formance of KKM which 
are pointed directly 
against the democratical-
ly elected government, 
for seeking to overthrow 
the government, ridicule 
the government, excerpts 
of which need to be men-
tioned here in order to 
highlight the role of Ap-
pellant. These pertain to 
songs / phrases / ques-
tions asked and answers 
given and performance 
ridiculing phrases like; 
“Acche din”, “Gomutra”, 
“Shakahar”, “the Prime-
Minister referred to as an 
“infant”, “the P.M.’s trav-
elogy”, “RSS dress/out-
fit”, “Policies like De-
monetization”, “Sanatan 
Dharma”, “Ram Mandir” 
[…]’ The feeling above is 
reminiscent of the mas-
ter’s discomfort in Oliver 
Twist. It may not appear 
that way at first blush, but 
to frame discursive chal-

lenges to establishment 
politics as fraudulent, 
funded and motivated, 
are very much political 
responses, even when 
they are brought to a 
court of law in the form 
of criminal cases. Also 
read: Inconsistencies in 
Bail Orders Mean Indi-
vidual Liberty Is Now the 
Outcome of Judicial Lot-
tery Politics is inherent to 
the business of life, and 
to that extent judgments 
are political too. They ei-
ther encourage more eq-
uitable distribution of 
material resources and 
liberties, or freeze status 
quo. We have the exam-
ple of so many cases per-
taining to apportionment 
of resources (education 
and employment in the 
case of ‘reservations’, or 
in the case of permanent 
commission for women 
in the armed forces). But 

quite apart from politics 
inherent to law, there is a 
new political language in 
the courts today. It un-
selfconsciously criminal-
ises political action. Bor-
rowing from the ‘Parish 
Board’ school of thought, 
the state unabashedly 
makes arguments that a 
person should be charged 
for building a political 
consciousness that is crit-
ical of the status quo; for 
it causes social fissures 
that lead to subsequent 
violence. It is like the 
Board sending Oliver 
into confinement for hav-
ing unduly excited the 
master. It is the political 
language of an incarceral 
state in its treatment of 
‘politics of change’. 
Equally, the state shows a 
benevolent indifference 
towards actual incidents 
of violence that conform 
to the politics of the day. 

In case after case, the pri-
mary charge is one of 
‘conspiracy to further po-
litical propaganda’ – pre-
sumably, that something 
is amiss in terms of equi-
table distribution of 
rights and resources – 
and to mobilise the pub-
lic, which would result in 
disturbances. One would 
think it is the political 
duty of citizens to chal-
lenge power, if they feel 
it is getting too central-
ised. There would be no 
social fissures, or vio-
lence either, if govern-
ments in power would 
cede more space to alter-
native discourses and al-
low for political chal-
lenge. Dissent and debate 
are normalised, and hap-
pily accommodated in 
democratic cultures. On 
the contrary, acts of pub-
lic protest are not merely 
seen as ‘petty violations’ 
warranting a whack on 
the head with a ladle but 
– again in the ‘parish or-
phanage tradition’ – as 
something far more apoc-
alyptic, and no less than a 
terrorist conspiracy to 
further the idea that ev-
eryone is not getting eq-
uitable treatment. These 
are not legal arguments; 
these are political argu-
ments being made by the 
best law officers. The 
courts often ignore such 
puerile arguments and 
grant bail where they can. 
But I wish they would do 
more than that: I wish 
they’d recognise the ar-
rests as a systemic pro-
establishment political 
act, and then tell the state 
to not bring politics to the 
courts

Why Citing Post Boxes Is Not the Best Way to 
Call for a Single Police Uniform

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is persistently con-
flating his idea of India’s 
‘one nationhood’ to a vari-
ety of fields, to dissimilar 
institutional architecture 
bequeathed by history 
– ancient, medieval and 
colonial – as also created 
by the constitution of In-
dia, to stress ‘uniformity’ 
in the way India lives and 
governs itself. Chinese 
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he keenly promoted ‘one 
nation, one election’ from 
all available platforms. 
Earlier, he had used the 
idea of ‘one nation, one 
constitution’ while read-
ing down Article 370 and 
35A. He also took pride 
in pushing the systems 
of ‘one nation, one tax‘; 
‘one nation, one grid‘; 
‘one nation, one mobil-
ity card‘; and so on. On 
October 28, he pushed 
the idea of ‘one nation, 
one uniform’ for the po-
lice across the country. 
Jawaharlal Nehru, on 
the other hand, imagined 
independent India as a 
nation with ‘unity in di-
versity’. In Discovery 
of India, he said, ‘Some 
kind of a dream of unity 
has occupied the mind of 

India since the dawn of 
civilisation. That unity 
was not conceived as 
something imposed from 
outside, standardisation 
of externs or even of be-
liefs. It was something 
deeper and, within its 
fold, the widest tolerance 
of belief and custom was 
practiced, and every va-
riety acknowledged and 
even encouraged.’ While 
addressing the Chintan 
Shivir of state home min-
isters and police chiefs in 
Surajkund near Delhi via 
video conference on Oc-
tober 28, Prime Minister 
Modi said, “Currently in 
our country, there is ‘one 
nation, one ration card’, 
‘one nation, one grid’, 
‘one nation, one sign lan-
guage’. Just like these, 
all states should think 
about having a ‘one na-
tion, one uniform policy’. 
It will give a common 
identity to law enforce-
ment as citizens will rec-
ognise police personnel 
anywhere in the country. 

Like a post box that has 
a distinct identity, police 
uniform should be iden-
tifiable across the coun-
try. (Italics by author).” 
Two contrasts with Ne-
hru, whom Modi loves 
to abhor and chastise, 
are markedly clear. First, 
Nehru would have used a 
constitutional forum such 
as the Interstate Council 
to engage with state home 
ministers and police 
chiefs rather than a so-
called ‘Chintan Shivir’. 
Second, like imagining 
‘unity in diversity’ as a 
living concept in civilisa-
tional terms, he would not 
have ever compared an 
animated and invaluable 
institution such as the po-
lice with an inert object 
like a post box, which 
has lost its relevance to 
technological advances 
in communication. But 
the prime minister in 
his distinct style did just 
that. However, not only 
his notion of uniformity 
is misplaced, but also a 

total lack of conception 
on what should be the 
marker of police identity 
and how should the po-
lice in India be identified. 
Also read: Book Review: 
Why It’s Important to 
Audit India’s Institution-
al Failures Police in India 
began taking shape as 
‘Indian police’ as British 
colonialism took root. It 
was in 1847 that Sir Har-
ry Burnett Lumsden of 
the army asked to raise a 
Corps of Guides, and pi-
oneered the use of drab-
coloured uniform for the 
field services that came 
to be known as ‘khaki’. 
Khaki, with some local 
variance, emerged as a 
standard colour of uni-
form for police, with a 
few exceptions such as 
blue-coloured uniform of 
the Bombay constabulary 
(which also has changed 
to khaki now) and white 
for the Calcutta police. 
However, different kinds 
of headgear and belts 
distinguished police in 
different presidencies, 
provinces and states. Im-
portantly, a difference 
between the uniforms 
for the senior level and 
junior officers, and con-
stabulary was also main-
tained. Over the years 
since independence, they 
have been standardised 
across the country with a 
few variations in the co-
lour of beret and peaked 
caps for different units. 

Eight Reasons Why General Naravane 
is Wrong About the Future of War

In his first article since re-
tirement, General M.M. 
Naravane has exposed 
Indian army’s lack of un-
derstanding of present and 
future wars. This is wor-
rying, especially when the 
People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) is at the forefront of 
the new war, both in terms 
of its science (technologies) 
and art (war concepts). Chi-
nese Construction of Wa-
terfalls in the building 350,  
- Travel Nfx 00:00 Previous 
PauseNext 00:15 / 03:02 
Unmute Settings Fullscreen 
Copy video url Play / Pause 
Mute / Unmute Report a 
problem Language Share 
Vidverto Player The PLA is 
not only India’s main mili-
tary challenge and has oc-
cupied fresh territory since 
April 2020, it also openly 
threatens “reunification” 
of Arunachal Pradesh with 
Tibet. The United States, 
in its 2022 National De-
fence Strategy, has called 
the PLA the ‘pacing chal-
lenge’ capable of matching 
its military’s emerging tech-
nologies, war concepts, and 
defence ecosystem. And 
yet, the Indian Army re-
mains oblivious to the PLA 
threat. This is evident from 
General Naravane’s article 
in which he uses generali-
ties to touch upon disparate 
weapons platforms (which 
are inconsequential) – not 
present and future technolo-
gies – and draws lessons 
for the Indian army from 
the Ukraine war. The fact is 
that the war that India faces 
from China will be unprec-
edented. I will explain in 
eight points that General 
Naravane needs more clar-

ity on technologies which 
will shape the present and 
future wars. 1. Character 
of war First, he writes, ‘It 
is near impossible to pre-
dict the character of future 
wars.’ This is not correct. 
Since 2010, the US mili-
tary knew that the character 
of war (how war would be 
fought) was changing rap-
idly. Its second offset strat-
egy capabilities had been 
matched by the PLA. These 
included superior intelli-
gence collection platforms; 
battle networks which con-
nect sensors, command post 
for decision-making and 
shooters (which the PLA 
calls operational systems); 
and precision, guided and 
stand-off munitions. The 
PLA could close the kill 
chain or the OODA loop 
(Observe, Orient, Decide, 
Act) as quickly as the US 
military. The PLA could 
do stand-off precision at-
tacks at long ranges as good 
as the US military with its 
indigenous mortars, rock-
ets, missiles, and artillery 
projectiles most of which 
were guided. Coupled with 
increasing miniaturisation, 

guided weapons brought 
unprecedented lethality 
at long ranges. Moreover, 
the PLA had developed an 
industrial base and ecosys-
tem for largest inventory 
of land-based missiles in 
the world. Thus, by 2010, 
the PLA had made the US 
military’s Network Centric 
Operations (which were 
first showcased by it in 
the 1991 Operation Desert 
Storm against Iraq) redun-
dant since it could do ‘sys-
tems destruction warfare’ to 
destroy US battle networks 
by kinetic (land-based mis-
siles) and non-kinetic (cy-
ber and electronic warfare) 
means. This would disrupt, 
destroy, or incapacitate US’ 
military communications at 
all levels. The Rocket Force 
under the Eastern The-
atre Command of China’s 
People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) conducts conven-
tional missile tests into the 
waters off the eastern coast 
of Taiwan, from an undis-
closed location in this hand-
out released on August 4, 
2022. Photo: Eastern The-
atre Command/Handout via 
Reuters To meet the PLA’s 

grown challenge, the Pen-
tagon announced the third 
offset strategy (to offset 
PLA’s capabilities) in 2014. 
This involved the use of 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
in all aspects of warfare. 
Today, the US military and 
the PLA are competing in 
autonomous robotic war, 
called integrated deter-
rence and intelligentised 
war respectively. This has 
changed the character of 
war once more. Mean-
while, once the PLA devel-
oped capabilities to con-
test, compete, and combat 
with the US military in the 
space, cyber, and electro-
magnetic spectrum (EMS) 
battle spaces, it declared 
them new war domains in 
its 2014 military strategy. 
Next, China did structural 
reforms in 2015 and created 
two formidable organisa-
tions: PLA Strategic Sup-
port Force (PLASSF) com-
prising cyber, EMS, Space, 
and ‘three warfare’: public 
opinion warfare, psycholog-
ical warfare (colloquially 
called wolf diplomacy), and 
legal warfare. The other or-
ganisation was PLA Rocket 
Force (PLARF) comprising 
nuclear and conventional 
land-based missiles. The 
2015 reforms were to be ac-
complished in five years. At 
present, the PLA has capa-
bilities to destroy the Indian 
military’s communications 
at all levels of war and ren-
der various headquarters 
and formations in- c a -
pacitated, leading to chaos 
in the chain of command. 
The Indian military has in-
significant capabilities.
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In Covid-Hit China, Getting A Hospital 
Bed Depends On Who You Are

hanghai: Steven, a fi-
nancier in his 40s, tested 
positive for COVID-19 
in Beijing at the height 
of China’s outbreak in 
December and felt fine 
until the eighth day, when 
his condition worsened. 
His sister’s driver took 
him to a hospital. Barely 
able to walk and fight-
ing for breath, he was 
told there were no beds. 
They drove to another; 
he was rejected again. In-
creasingly desperate, he 
asked his sister to tap into 
her network of contacts. 
After hours of frantic 
calls, Steven was taken 
to a packed hospital and 
given oxygen and a bed 
in a children’s ward. His 
nephew’s classmate’s 
mother worked there. “If 
I didn’t have that con-
nection, I wouldn’t have 
gotten a bed or medi-
cine,” said Steven, who 
was hospitalised for 20 
days with what doc-
tors diagnosed as severe 

pneumonia. He declined 
to give his family name 
because of the sensitivity 
of the matter. As Covid 
ripped across China and 
filled emergency wards, 
privileged patients cut 
hospital queues because 
they knew someone, of-
fered a bribe or paid 
people with connections, 
said three people who ac-
cessed care through such 
means and seven doctors 
in six cities. The practice 
has long been common-
place in navigating an 
under-resourced Chinese 
health system that was 
severely stretched after 
Beijing abruptly ended 
its zero-COVID restric-
tions in early December, 

with widespread reports 
of packed hospitals and 
mortuaries. China had 
only 4.37 ICU beds per 
100,000 people in 2021, 
compared with 34.2 in 
the United States as of 
2015, according to a pa-
per by Shanghai’s Fudan 
School of Public Health. 
Connections can take the 
form of the patient being 
a government official, 
connected to one, or be-
ing related to a medical 
worker, the doctors said. 
“The higher and more 
senior your connection, 
the better the treatment, 
or the easier the queue-
jump. If you know the 
head of the hospital.

Kathmandu: Agitating 
transport workers in Ne-
pal on Monday (February 
13) set two police vehi-
cles on fire and vandal-
ized public and private 
properties as they hit the 
street against excesses 
of the traffic police. The 
public transportation of 
Kathmandu Valley was 
thrown out of gear since 
afternoon as the trans-
port entrepreneurs had 
launched protests around 
the New Buspark area. 
Transport workers had 
blocked the section of 
ring road circling the 
capital Kathmandu. Po-
lice fired multiple rounds 
of tear gas to disperse the 
agitators but was not able 
to bring the situation un-
der control. The agitators 
set two Police vehicles 
on fire. One belonged to 
the Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police of Balaju 
while another was a pa-
trol vehicle used by the 
Police. The agitators also 
lit a temporary police 
shelter in the area as they 

intensified the protest. 
They set fire to the traf-
fic cones and temporary 
traffic police posts. The 
Police also had baton 
charged the protestors 
but the number of injured 
isn`t available from ei-
ther side. The agitating 
parties argued that the 
new traffic rules are not 
in the interest of public 
transportation. As per 
the new rules, the traffic 
police in the valley have 
been charging fines of 
NRs 1500 for traffic rule 
violations, up from NRs 
500 for the first-time of-
fense. by TaboolaSpon-
sored LinksYou May 
Like Learn how to Design 
an OTT Platform from 
scratch? Scaler Academy 
Add a ‘Dr.’ to your name 
Golden Gate University 
The transport entrepre-
neurs also complained 
that the traffic police 
have been charging fines 
even for parking their 
vehicles on the roadside, 
which they say is too 
much of a burden. The 

agitating transportation 
operators have demanded 
they should be allowed 
to park anywhere in ab-
sence of organized bus 
stations. They said that 
the protest was against 
the new traffic rules.The 
transport entrepreneurs 
have also announced 
plans to suspend pub-
lic transport within the 
Kathmandu Valley from 
Tuesday. The Indepen-
dent Transport Workers 
Association of Nepal, the 
All Nepal Transport En-
trepreneurs Association 
and the Nepal Transport 
Workers Union issued 
a joint press statement 
saying that they will not 
operate public vehicles 

in the Kathmandu Val-
ley as a sign of protest. 
They have accused the 
government of not imple-
menting the agreement 
reached between the gov-
ernment and the transport 
workers. Bhim Jwala 
Rai, President of Nepal 
Transport Independent 
Workers` Organization, 
said that they were com-
pelled to call a strike of 
public transport due to 
the government`s indif-
ference towards their de-
mands. The agitators also 
demanded punishment 
for those involved in the 
attack on a bus driver 
which as per them is di-
rected by Lhotse Multi-
purpose Company.

Influencer Andrew Tate’s Arrest Casts 
Light On Romania’s Sexcam Boom

Bucharest: The arrest of 
controversial online in-
fluencer Andrew Tate for 
alleged rape and human 
trafficking in Romania 
has shone a spotlight on 
the country’s burgeoning 
sexcam industry. Within 
a decade it has ballooned 
from a niche activity to 
one of the world’s big-
gest purveyors of virtual 
sex, with an estimated 
500 studios popping up 
across the poor Eastern 
European country. But 
the industry fears the in-
vestigation into claims 
that Tate -- a notorious 
misogynist -- and his 
brother Tristan forced 

women into prostitution 
and sexcamming will 
tarnish their reputation. 
Romanian sexcam oper-
aters told AFP that they 
had no idea that the Brit-
ish-American kickboxer 
-- who claims to have 
made millions from sex-
camming -- had a studio 
until the “scandal” broke. 
“The Tate brothers are 
not known in the industry 
and have never partici-
pated in industry events,” 
said Maria Boroghina, a 
manager at Best Studios, 
one of Romania’s big-
gest sexcam operators. A 
former camgirl herself, 
Boroghina is proud of 

her slick operation which 
takes up a whole floor 
of a glitzy glass build-
ing in central Bucharest. 
“This job offers you the 
opportunity to earn big” 
from your early twen-
ties, she said as young 
women in bathrobes 
stopped for coffee after 
several hours in front 
of the camera. $8,000 a 
month Boroghina said 
they had 160 women on 
their books. “The aver-
age monthly after-tax 
salary of our camgirls is 
$8,000 (7,500 euros),” 
about 10 times the av-
erage Romanian salary. 
“Everything is transpar-
ent and legal,” she added. 
“The girls work under 
contract and receive be-
tween 50 to 90 percent 
of the money” they make 
for the studio, she added. 
Clients pay between $2 
and $10 per minute “for a 
private conversation with 
the girls”, who broadcast 
up to eight hours or more 
a day. Romania’s star-
tling success in the sex-
cam business has been 

driven by several fac-
tors, Boroghina argued. 
“Romanian women are 
beautiful and smart, they 
speak very good English 
and we have good inter-
net speeds,” she told AFP. 
Even though the industry 
is legal, it is neither regu-
lated under Romanian 
law nor recognised in 
terms of taxation, forcing 
the women to work as 
“online service provid-
ers” based on a copyright 
contract. While the Ro-
manian industry insists 
that all is above board, 
Fabrizio Sarrica of the 
United Nations Office 
on Drugs and Crime said 
“worldwide we have seen 
an increasing number of 
(trafficked) victims that 
have been recruited to 
work behind the camera. 
“It’s highly profitable” 
for criminals because a 
large number of “clients 
from all over the world” 
have access and the “im-
ages can be used multiple 
times, and sold on the 
darknet,” he added. ‘This 
is not fair.

US: 3 Killed, 5 Injured in Michigan 
State University Campus Shooting

Cyclone Gabrielle Causes Widespread 
Flooding, Landslides in New Zealand

Wellington: Amid wide-
spread flooding and 
landslides caused due to 
Cyclone Gabrielle, New 
Zealand on Tuesday de-
clared a National State of 
Emergency.The declara-
tion will apply to the six 
regions that have already 
declared a local State of 
Emergency: Northland, 
Auckland, Tairawhiti, 
Bay of Plenty, Waikato, 
and Hawkes Bay, read 
the New Zealand Gov-
ernment press release.
This is only the third time 
in New Zealand`s his-
tory that a National State 
of Emergency has been 
declared. The National 
State of Emergency was 
declared to assist in the 
response to Cyclone 
Gabrielle. The Minister 
for Emergency Manage-
ment, Kieran McAnulty, 
signed the declaration 
at 8.43 am (local time). 
Prior to signing the dec-

laration he advised Prime 
Minister Chris Hip-
kins, and the Opposition 
spokesperson for emer-
gency management, who 
were both supportive of 
the declaration, added 
the release. “This is an 
unprecedented weather 
event that is having ma-
jor impacts across much 
of the North Island,” 
Kieran McAnulty said.
McAnulty said the coun-
try was through the worst 
of the actual storm but 
they were facing exten-
sive flooding, slips and 
damage to roads and 
infrastructure.”Today we 
are expecting to see more 
rain and high winds. 
Since Sunday, National 
Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (NEMA) 
has been in close contact 
with local civil defence 
emergency management 
(CDEM) teams of af-
fected areas to assess the 

need for a declaration of 
a state of National Emer-
gency. NEMA has been 
giving advice to myself 
and the Prime Minister 
on the need for a nation-
al State of Emergency 
based on the assess-
ments of the local teams, 
and until now the advice 

has been that it was not 
necessary. NEMA met 
with the affected CDEM 
groups. Based on feed-
back from the groups 
and NEMA. I consider 
that the criteria have now 
been met and a Nation-
al State of Emergency 
would be beneficial,” he 

added.McAnulty further 
stated that this declara-
tion will enable the coor-
dination of resources for 
affected regions.” I want 
to emphasize that the 
Government has already 
been surging support and 
resources to the regions 
for some days,” he said.

Michigan: At least three 
people were killed and 
five injured on Monday 
(Local Time) in a shoot-
ing at a Michigan State 
University campus, CNN 
reported. Taking to Twit-
ter, MSU police and pub-
lic safety said, “There are 
3 confirmed fatalities. 
This is in addition to the 
5 victims who have been 
transported to the.
 hospital.”Addressing the 
presser, Interim Deputy 
Police Chief Chris Ro-
zman said some of the 
victims sustained “life-

threatening injuries”. Po-
lice initially received the 
calls at 8.18 pm regard-
ing the shootout at the 
Berkey Hall on campus, 
Rozman said. Numerous 
officers responded and 
located several victims, 
according to CNN. Po-
lice then received reports 
of a shooting at a nearby 
building, the university 
union building, the in-
terim deputy police chief 
said, adding that the po-
lice acted quickly and 
tended to the victims at 
both scenes.”The infor-

mation we`re sharing 
right now is preliminary. 
The priority right now 
is the safety of our stu-
dents and campus,” Ro-
zman said. The suspect, 
believed to be a short 
man, was last seen leav-
ing the MSU union build-
ing on the north side of 
the building. Rozman 
cautioned that there was 
a lot of misinformation 
-- via social media and 
other means -- about 
the incident and advised 
people to follow the po-
lice department`s official 
Twitter account for ac-
curate information, as 
per the report in CNN. 
Later on, the Michigan 
State University police 
released the first images 
of the suspected gunman.
The suspect, believed to 
be a short man wearing 
red shoes and a jean jack-
et, was last seen leaving 
the MSU union building 
on the north side.

Marburg Virus Outbreak Confirmed in 
Equatorial Guinea; at least Nine Reported Dead

Malabo: At least nine 
people have died in 
Equatorial Guinea from 
the “outbreak” of the 
Marburg virus, which 
causes hemorrhagic fe-
ver and is similar to the 
`Ebola` disease, World 
Health Organization 
(WHO) said. In a press 
statement, WHO said 
that Equatorial Guinea 
confirmed its first-ever 
outbreak on Monday (lo-

cal time) after the nine 
people`s samples turned 
out positive for the Mar-
burg virus disease. As 
per the statement, the 
advance teams have been 
deployed in the affected 
districts to trace contacts, 
isolate and provide medi-
cal care to people show-
ing symptoms of the 
disease.WHO is deploy-
ing health emergency 
experts in epidemiology, 

case management, infec-
tion prevention, labora-
tory, and risk commu-
nication to support the 
national response efforts 
and secure community 
collaboration in outbreak 
control. WHO is also fa-
cilitating the shipment of 
laboratory glove tents for 
sample testing as well as 
one viral hemorrhagic fe-
ver kit that includes per-
sonal protective equip-
ment that can be used 
by 500 health workers. 
“Marburg is highly infec-
tious. Thanks to the rapid 
and decisive action by 
the Equatorial Guinean 
authorities in confirming 
the disease, emergency 
response can get to full 
steam quickly so that we 
save lives and halt the 
virus as soon as possi-
ble,” said Dr. Matshidiso 
Moeti, WHO Regional 
Director for Africa. Ac-
cording to the WHO, the 
Marburg virus disease is 
a highly virulent disease 

with a fatality ratio of up 
to 88 percent. It is in the 
same family as the virus 
that causes Ebola virus 
disease. Illness caused by 
the Marburg virus begins 
abruptly, with high fever, 
severe headache, and se-
vere malaise. Many pa-
tients developed severe 
hemorrhagic symptoms 
within seven days.The 
virus is transmitted to 
people from fruit bats and 
spreads among humans 
through direct contact 
with the bodily fluids of 
infected people, surfaces, 
and materials. Till now, 
there are no vaccines or 
treatments found to treat 
the virus, however, there 
is supportive care that 
can improve the survival 
chances. A range of po-
tential treatments, in-
cluding blood products, 
immune therapies, and 
drug therapies, as well 
as candidate vaccines 
with phase 1 data are 
being evaluated. Mean-

while, Health Minister 
of Equatorial Guinea 
Mitoha Ondo`o Ayekaba 
said that the country had 
“declared today (Tues-
day) the health alert for 
a Marburg hemorrhagic 
fever in the province 
of Kie-Ntem and in the 
(neighboring) district of 
Mongomo”, according to 
Africanews. A “contain-
ment plan has been put 
in place” in close col-
laboration with the UN 
World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) “to deal with 
the epidemic” in this area 
covered by dense equa-
torial forest in the east-
ern part of the country`s 
mainland, which also in-
cludes two main islands. 
The Marburg virus is 
transmitted to humans by 
fruit bats and is spread in 
humans through direct 
contact with the body flu-
ids of infected persons, 
or with surfaces and ma-
terials, reported.

Agitating Transport Workers Set 
Police Vehicles on fire in Nepal
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Samsung Galaxy S23 Series Renders Tip 
Multiple Colour Options, Galaxy S23 Ultra

Samsung’s first Galaxy 
Unpacked event of this 
year is approaching and 
rumours about new Gal-
axy S23 series smart-
phones are coming in. In 
a recent update, several 
images showing off the 
Galaxy S23 handsets 
have surfaced online, of-
fering a glimpse of their 
design. The upcoming 
lineup seems to share 
the design language of 
the Galaxy S22 series. 
Newly leaked renders 
suggest S Pen support 
for the Galaxy S23 Ultra. 

The vanilla Galaxy S23, 
Galaxy S23+ and Galaxy 
S23 Ultra are also tipped 
to come in at least four 
colour options. Tipster 
Evan Blass (@evleaks) 
tweeted alleged renders 
of Galaxy S23, S23+, 
and S23 Ultra without 
any watermarks. New 
high-resolution renders 
suggest four colourways 
for the upcoming smart-
phones. These could be 
called Phantom Black, 
Cotton Flower (Cream), 
Botanic Green, and 
Misty Lilac. They look 

almost similar to the de-
sign of their predeces-
sors, Galaxy S22, Galaxy 
S22+, and Galaxy S22 
Ultra, respectively. The 
Galaxy S23 Ultra is seen 
to sport an S Pen slot. All 
three devices appear to 
have a hole-punch cut-
out on display to house 
the selfie shooter. The 
renders show the Galaxy 
S23 and Galaxy S23+ 
with a triple rear camera 
unit and an LED flash. 
The Galaxy S23 Ultra, in 
contrast, is seen featur-
ing a quad camera setup 

at the rear. The power 
and volume buttons are 
seen placed on the left 
spine of the handsets. 
Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 
5 to Have an S-Pen Slot: 
Report Samsung is set to 
launch the Galaxy S23 
series on February 1 dur-
ing its Galaxy Unpacked 
2023 event. It will start at 
11:30pm IST and it will 
be livestreamed via the 
company’s official chan-
nels. The company has 
started pre-reservations 
for the upcoming flagship 
Galaxy S smartphones in 
India with a token pay-
ment of Rs. 1,999. Sam-
sung Galaxy S23 Series, 
Galaxy Book 3 Pre-Order 
Reservation Begins in 
US Although the compa-
ny hasn’t confirmed any 
specifications of Galaxy 
S23 smartphones, recent 
leaks suggest that the de-
vices will be powered by 
Qualcomm’s latest Snap-
dragon 8 Gen 2 SoC. 
The Galaxy S23 Ultra 
is expected to feature a 
200-megapixel sensor.

Vivo Y56 5G Price in India, Design, Launch 
Date and Key Specifications 

Vivo is set to launch the 
Y100 smartphone in In-
dia on February 16. The 
mid-range handset is ex-
pected to be powered by a 
MediaTek Dimensity 920 
chipset and is likely to be 
available in at least two 
colour-changing vari-
ants - Black and Gold. A 
recent leak suggests that 
the Chinese phone man-
ufacturer might launch 
another smartphone in 
the Indian market before 
the Y100. The company 
is expected to launch the 
Vivo Y56 smartphone 
in India on February 15, 
according to the leak, 
which also hinted at oth-
er key specifications and 
features. Details of the 
Vivo Y56 5G smartphone 
were leaked by The Tech 
Outlook in collabora-
tion with tipster Paras 
Guglan. Vivo is likely 
to launch the Y56 5G 
smartphone in India on 
February 15, in at least 
two colour variants: Or-
ange Shimmer and Black 
Engine. According to the 
report, the pricing for the 
Vivo Y56 5G in India is 

likely to start from Rs. 
18,999 for the base vari-
ant. However, Vivo is yet 
to officially announce 
any pricing details for the 
handset. The phone will 
reportedly be available in 
4GB + 128GB, and 8GB 
+ 128 GB RAM and stor-
age configurations. The 
smartphone will let users 
“expand” the available 
memory by utilising un-
used storage. Vivo Y100 
5G Design, Specifica-
tions and Price Leaked 
Ahead of Launch The 
Vivo Y56 is expected to 
feature a 6.58-inch HD+ 

display. It is likely to run 
Funtouch OS 13 based on 
Android 13. The report 
adds that the smartphone 
is expected to be pow-
ered by a MediaTek Di-
mensity 700 chipset. The 
Vivo Y56 will reportedly 
pack a 5,000mAh battery 
with 18W fast charging 
support. For optics, the 
purported Vivo Y56 5G 
device is expected to fea-
ture a dual rear camera 
setup with a 50-mega-
pixel primary sensor and 
a 2-megapixel lens. The 
device is also likely to 
house a 16-megapixel 

front camera in a centre-
aligned tear drop cutout, 
seen at the top of the dis-
play in the leaked imag-
es. A leaked image shows 
two circular camera cut-
outs flanked by an LED 
flash. Meanwhile, the 
Vivo Y100, confirmed to 
launch on February 16, 
is expected to feature a 
6.3-inch AMOLED dis-
play with a refresh rate of 
90Hz and is likely to be 
powered by a MediaTek 
Dimensity 920 chipset, 
as suggested by previous 
reports.

Samsung Odyssey OLED G8, Odyssey 
G7 and G7 Neo gaming monitors

Samsung on Tuesday 
launched the latest range of 
Odyssey Gaming monitors 
for Indian consumers. The 
Odyssey OLED G8, Odys-
sey G7, and G7 Neo are the 
latest addition to the Odys-
sey Gaming Monitor series 
with features such as Neo 
Quantum processor, HDR 
true black 400, Smart enter-
tainment, and AMD Free-
Sync Premium Pro. The 
new range of gaming moni-
tors are said to offer a next-
level gaming experience as 
well as entertainment on the 
same screen with its Smart 
Entertainment feature. With 
the inbuilt entertainment 
hub feature, consumers can 
convert the gaming moni-
tor into a smart TV with just 
a click. According to the 
company, these monitors 
are engineered and designed 
to offer faster refresh rates, 
better gaming, and viewing 
experience, enhanced audio 
system, and higher pixel 
density, packed in a premi-
um slim metal design. The 
latest line-up of the Odys-

sey monitors are for gamers 
because they come with a 
fast response time and a su-
perior picture quality, mak-
ing their gaming experi-
ence more immersive. Price 
and Availability: Odyssey 
OLED G8 monitor comes 
in Silver colour in India at 
a price of Rs 1,75,000. Od-
yssey Neo G7 will be avail-
able in White colour for 43-
inch and Black colour for 
32-inch at Rs 1,00,000 and 
Rs 1,30,000, respectively. 
Odyssey G7 in Black colour 
will be available at price of 
Rs 75,000. Customers can 
buy monitors from Sam-
sung’s official online store 

Samsung Shop, Amazon, 
and all leading retail stores. 
Odyssey OLED G8 and Od-
yssey Neo G7 will be avail-
able on an Instant Discount 
of Rs 1,750 on debit and 
credit cards of ICICI and 
leading banks along with 
a no cost EMI. Odyssey 
OLED G8 Specifications: 
The fastest OLED Gaming 
Monitor among the range 
of Odyssey monitors, the 
Odyssey OLED G8 aims to 
provide a life-like viewing 
experience due to the Sam-
sung Neo Quantum Proces-
sor installed in it. The GTG 
0.1ms and 175Hz.refresh 
rate makes the gaming.

Tecno Phantom X2 5G review: A surprise 
package packed with power

Tecno as a brand is 
known for its budget 
and mid-budget smart-
phones. The company 
has a strong portfolio of 
smartphones consisting 
of devices such as Pova 
4 and the Camon 19 Pro 
series that offer features 
and performance in un-
der 25K price segment. 
But recently, the compa-
ny did something unex-
pected and unthinkable. 
It launched the Phantom 
X2 series and with that, 
the company took a leap 
to the premium mid-
budget smartphone seg-
ment. For the unversed, 
the Tecno Phantom 
X2 series includes two 
smartphones – the Phan-
tom X2 Pro 5G and the 
Phantom X2 5G, which 
is the star of this review, 
costs Rs 39,999 in In-
dia. Also Read - Intel 

launches 13th-gen Core 
i9 processor with 6GHz 
speed: Check details The 
Tecno Phantom X2 5G 
has all the hallmarks of 
a power performer – a 
curved-screen AMOLED 
display, a glass body, a 
high-end processor (Di-
mensity 9000), a 64MP 
triple camera setup, a 
large battery and 5G con-
nectivity to name a few. 
But it faces stiff compe-
tition from established 

rivals such as Xiaomi Mi 
11T Pro 5G, Asus ROG 
Phone 5s 5G, and OneP-
lus 10R. Also Read - Riot 
celebrates success of Val-
orant’s Indian agent Har-
bor by displaying Mural 
Art and Billboards across 
India Under the circum-
stances, the question 
isn’t if the phone is capa-
ble of delivering what it 
promises, but if it is able 
to stand tall against the 
competition. We will try 

to answer that and more 
in the detailed review be-
low. But before we get 
there, let’s take a look 
at its detailed specifica-
tions. Also Read - Micro-
soft Teams gets chat bub-
bles, 4K display support 
and more Tecno Phantom 
X2 5G specifications 
Display: 6.8-inch Curved 
AMOLED display with 
120Hz screen refresh 
rate, 1080×2400 resolu-
tion, Gorilla Glass Vic-
tus Processor: MediaTek 
Dimensity 9000 Storage: 
8GB of RAM, 5GB of 
extended RAM (13GB 
of LPDDR5 RAM) and 
256GB of UFS3.1 stor-
age Operating System: 
Android 12-based HiOS 
12.0 Camera: 64MP ul-
tra clear night portrait 
lens with RGBW sen-
sor + 13 MP wide angle 
lens + 2MP sensor, 32MP 

front camera Battery: 
5160mAH battery with 
45W wired charging sup-
port Connectivity: 5G, 
WiFi 6, Bluetooth v5.3, 
Colours: Moonlight Sil-
ver and Stardust Grey 
Tecno Phantom X2 5G 
review: Design There are 
a lot of smartphones in 
the premium mid-budget 
segment right now, but 
few have the beauty and 
the grace that sets them 
apart from the rest. Tec-
no Phantom X2 5G is 
among the few devices 
in its price segment that 
is simple yet incredibly 
elegant, which makes all 
the difference. The phone 
comes with a unibody 
double curved screen de-
sign with a 3.5D Lunar 
Crater Dazzling stained 
glass at the back, which 
Tecno says is inspired by 
moon’s craters.

Bitcoin Sees Profit Spike as Ether, 
Other Altcoins Record Losses

Bitcoin on Friday rose 
in value by 2.38 percent. 
The price of the most 
valuable crypto asset, at 
the time of writing, stood 
at the point of $18,767 
(roughly Rs. 15,27 lakh). 
Bitcoin maintained a 
similar position on in-
ternational exchanges 
including Binance, Coin-
base, and CoinMarket-
Cap. The crypto market 
has begun to show signs 
of recovery with the 
prices of several crypto-
currencies having spiked 
in recent days. In the last 
24 hours, the value of 
BTC has grown by $560 
(roughly Rs. 45,570). 
Polygon, Polkadot, Tron, 
and Uniswap followed 
Bitcoin towards the prof-
it-minting side of Gad-
gets 360’s crypto price 
tracker. Avalanche prices 
surged by 25 percent in 
the last 14 hours, after 
Amazon Web Services 
(AWS) inked a deal with 
its creator, Ava Labs to 

provide a crypto-friendly 
infrastructure via Ama-
zon’s AWS. Samsung As-
set Management to List 
Bitcoin ETF on Hong 
Kong Stock Exchange 
Cosmos, Wrapped Bit-
coin, Bitcoin Cash, El-
rond, and Zcash also 
recorded profits on the 
crypto price chart. “It is 
a good sign indicating in-
vestors are coming back 
to the market. However, 
it is time to apply caution 
and only move towards 
dollar cost averaging,” 
Edul Patel, the CEO of 
crypto investment plat-
form Mudrex told Gad-
gets 360. The overall 
crypto market rose by 
1.95 percent in the last 
24 hours. After weeks of 
laying lowly, the global 
valuation of the cryp-
to sector has reached 
$907.23 billion (roughly 
Rs. 73,82,651 crore), 
showed the data by Coin-
MarketCap. Ethereum 
Set to Undergo Shang-

hai Update in March, 
Here’s What It Means In 
one day, the market cap 
has risen by $17 billion 
(roughly Rs. 1,38,360 
crore). “This recent surge 
in crypto prices is on 
the back of upcoming 
monthly inflation data 
in the US, where econo-
mists are predicting neg-
ative month-on-month 
growth or deflation, as 
the unprecedented in-
crease in Fed rates has fi-
nally started resulting in 
a cool-off in prices. This 
has resulted in increased 
buoyancy across ‘risk-
on’ asset classes, with 
equities rising sharply.
 as well,” Parth Chaturve-
di, Crypto Ecosystem 
Lead at CoinSwitch cryp-
to exchange, told Gad-
gets 360. Meanwhile, a 
bunch of popular altcoins 
recorded losses on Fri-
day. Ether, for instance, 
opened with a loss of 
0.28 percent. Despite the 
minor gain.

Garmin Instinct Crossover Solar Review: A 
Fun, Multi-Sport Smartwatch 

Garmin’s Instinct Cross-
over Solar hybrid smart-
watch is an update to its 
Instinct 2S Solar, which 
was launched in India last 
year. While the Instinct 
2S Solar was launched as 
a multi-sport smartwatch 
with a rugged design, the 
Instinct Crossover So-
lar adds several updates. 
The visual updates in-
clude analogue hands for 
timekeeping, and a solar 
panel which can be used 
to charge the watch and 
power it infinitely. While 
the watch is quite unique 
for a Garmin device, be-
ing the first smartwatch 
in its arsenal to combine 
the two features, there’s 
plenty more here to check 
out so let’s begin. Garmin 
Instinct Crossover Solar 
price in India The Gar-
min Instinct Crossover 
Solar is available in two 
variants. There’s the base 
Instinct Crossover vari-
ant called the Standard 
edition, which is priced 

at Rs. 55,990. The sec-
ond in line is the solar 
variant, which is the one 
I have for review and is 
available at Rs. 61,990. 
As the name implies, it 
comes with the addition 
of a solar panel. Garmin 
Instinct Crossover So-
lar design and specifica-
tions The two variants of 
the new Garmin Instinct 
Crossover have the same 
external design but with 
slightly varying finishes. 
The Standard edition 
comes in Blue Granite 
and Black finishes, while 
the Solar variant comes in 
Graphite and Tidal Blue. 
I received former colour 
for review. The Garmin 
Crossover Solar’s de-
sign is fairly similar to 
the previous Instinct 2 
and the Instinct 2S se-
ries and features a case 
that’s made of a fibre-
reinforced polymer with 
a stainless steel bezel in-
sert. Compared to the In-
stinct 2 series, the display 

glass sits a lot higher and 
closer to the protective 
bezel which also makes 
it vulnerable to scratches. 
Thankfully, despite hav-
ing a few close calls, the 
lens which is made out 
of ‘Power Glass’ got just 
one tiny scratch during 
my review. The watch, 
while having double the 
thickness of the Apple 
Watch Series 8 Review, 
looks tough and rug-
ged, and can take quite 
a beating. The case size 
measures 45mm and the 
watch has a thickness 
of 16.2mm. Garmin In-
stinct Crossover Solar 
front design ndtv Garmi-
nInstinctCrossoverSo-
lar  Garmin The Garmin 
Instinct Crossover So-
lar looks very similar to 
the Instinct 2S model 
The watch, with its re-
movable silicone straps, 
weighs 65g and has a 
water rating of 10 ATM. 
It is also MIL-STD-810 
certified for durability. 

Despite its rugged exte-
rior and heavier than usu-
al weight compared to a 
regular smartwatch, I did 
find the Garmin Instinct 
Crossover Solar quite 
comfortable to wear on 
a daily basis. The 22mm 
silicon straps are long 
enough to fit wrists of all 
sizes and Garmin sells 
some colourful options 
separately. The straps 
come with the common 
quick release mecha-
nism., which is a bit dif-
ficult to access as the pins 
sit deep inside the lugs 
and requires a pointed 
tool to access. Below the 

lens of the Garmin In-
stinct Crossover Solar is 
the cutout dial with all 
the necessary markings 
with luminescent paint 
to tell time. On the same 
level are the watch hands 
which are guided by Gar-
min’s Revodrive technol-
ogy which claims to be 
able to maintain accurate 
timekeeping in all types 
of conditions (which also 
includes severe impacts). 
Finally, below the hands 
sits the 1.28-inch mono-
chrome, transflective 
memory-in-pixel (MIP) 
display sporting a resolu-
tion of 176 x 176 pixels.
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India Recoups Fifth Place In World 
Stocks As Adani Claws Back

India has reclaimed fifth 
place among the world’s 
top equity markets by 
value after being briefly 
usurped by France during 
a selloff of Adani Group 
shares. India’s market 
capitalization stood at 
$3.15 trillion on Fri-
day, inching back above 
France with the UK re-
taining seventh place, ac-
cording to data compiled 
by Bloomberg that shows 
the combined value of 

companies with a prima-
ry listing in each country. 
The outlook for earnings 
growth helped revive the 
appeal of the South Asian 
country’s equities, which 
have outperformed most 
global peers for the past 
two years. Still, the to-
tal value of India’s mar-
ket was about 6% lower 
than Jan. 24, the day 
before the selloff in Ad-
ani stocks began. While 
steps by the group to re-

store investor confidence 
have helped its shares 
reclaim some value, 
they remained $120 bil-
lion lower than before 
the rout.  “Horrible, Not 
Good For Cricket”: Aus-
tralia Great Slams India 
For ‘Pathetic’ Act in Nag-
pur “Horrible, Not Good 
For Cricket”: Australia 
Great Slams India For 
‘Pathetic’ Act in Nagpur 
12 South African Chee-
tahs To Land In India On 
Saturday 12 South Af-
rican Cheetahs To Land 
In India On Saturday 92 
Percent Mobile Phone 
Users Get Unsolicited 
Calls Daily Even on 
DND: Survey 92 Percent 
Mobile Phone Users Get 
Unsolicited Calls Daily 
Even on DND: Survey 

After withdrawing funds 
from Indian equities 
since November, foreign 
investors were net buyers 
during two of seven ses-
sions this month through 
Feb. 9. The purchases 
followed the govern-
ment’s plan at the start of 
February to increase cap-
ital spending, while the 
central bank last week 
signaled a slower pace 
of interest rate increases. 
Post a comment As the 
latest quarterly report-
ing season unfolds, ana-
lysts estimate earnings 
per share at MSCI India 
companies will increase 
14.5% this year. That’s 
similar to expectations 
for China and better than 
most major markets, data 
compiled.

THIS Bank Offering Fixed Deposit 
Interest Rates upto 8.71% Per Annum

New Delhi: Fincare 
Small Finance Bank has 
announced that it has in-
creased in its Fixed De-
posit (FD) interest rates, 
effective 13-Feb-2023. 
With the revised rates, 
Fincare FD customers 
can earn up to 8.11% on 
their savings, and senior 
citizens can earn up to 
8.71% with a minimum 
deposit of Rs 5000, said 
Fincare Small Finance 
Bank. “Fincare Small Fi-
nance Bank is delighted 
to announce an increase 
in its Fixed Deposit (FD) 
interest rates, effective 
13-Feb-2023. This move 
is aimed at offering cus-
tomers a boost to their 
savings portfolio,” said 
a bank statement. Cus-

tomers can visit a Fin-
care Small Finance Bank 
branch or log in to inter-
net banking or mobile 
app to avail the increased 
FD rates. A trained repre-
sentative is available to 
guide customers and help 
them make informed de-
cisions about their saving 
and investment choices. 
Fincare Small Finance 
bank offers a wide range 
of products, including 
current and savings ac-
count, loan against gold, 
loan against property, in 
addition to competitive 
interest rates on fixed and 
recurring deposits. Trans-
actions supported by the 
Unified Payment Inter-
face (UPI) are another 
service provided by the 

Bank. The Bank plans to 
meet the financial needs 
of a wide range of cli-
entele offering a ‘Smart’ 
banking experience. “As 
of 31st March 2022, the 
bank serves 32+ Lakh 

customers in 19 States/
UT and has a workforce 
of 12,000+,” the bank 
said.t needs to be made 
more resilient, more 
sustainable and nobody 
should be left behind.”

India’s Soaring Russian Oil Imports 
Render Rupee Trade Futile

India’s love for discount-
ed Russia oil is widen-
ing its trade deficit with 
Moscow and the casualty 
is their much-touted ru-
pee trade plan. The gap 
between their exports 
and imports is rising 
and that’s making the 
local currency payment 
mechanism futile, people 
familiar with the mat-
ter said, asking not to be 
identified as the discus-
sions are private. No pay-
ment has been initiated 
because Russian banks 
do not want excess rupee 
piling up, they said. New 
Delhi’s imports from 
Russia in eight months to 
November were almost 
16 times its shipments 
to the nation, trade min-
istry data show. Russia’s 
war with Ukraine, which 
invited US-led sanctions, 
germinated the idea 
of rupee trade as India 
boosted its purchases of 
cheap oil from Moscow 
to contain a rising import 
bill amid high commodi-
ty prices. The mechanism 
worked as a template to 
draw out similar arrange-
ments with other nations 
such as Mauritius and 
Sri Lanka. Slow prog-
ress in the rupee trade 
with Russia could add to 
pressure on the local cur-
rency which slipped the 
most against the dollar 
among emerging Asian 

currencies in the past 12 
months. India is betting 
on internationalization of 
the rupee to reduce dol-
lar demand and make its 
economy less vulnerable 
to global shocks after 
current account deficit, 
the broadest measure of 
trade in goods and ser-
vices, widened to a re-
cord in July-September. 
Officials from the two 
nations met last month 
to discuss ways of en-
hancing exports to Rus-
sia in areas such as elec-
tronics so that the rupee 
trade mechanism can be 
brought back on track as 
traders mull other ways 
of settlement. The plan 

to allow overseas trade 
to be settled in rupees 
was announced by the 
Reserve Bank of India in 
July. Seven months later, 
the mechanism is largely 
limited to payments for 
import of defense equip-
ment, the people said. 
Over Rs 1,000 Crore 
Budget To Make Delhi 
G20 Summit-Ready 
Over ₹ 1,000 Crore Bud-
get To Make Delhi G20 
Summit-Ready OnePlus 
11 5G, With 50-Mega-
pixel Main Sensor, to 
Go on Sale in India To-
day: Details OnePlus 11 
5G, With 50-Megapixel 
Main Sensor, to Go on 
Sale in India Today: De-

tails “Horrible, Not Good 
For Cricket”: Australia 
Great Slams India For 
‘Pathetic’ Act in Nag-
pur “Horrible, Not Good 
For Cricket”: Australia 
Great Slams India For 
‘Pathetic’ Act in Nagpur 
Payment in rubles is also 
a challenge because there 
is no fixed exchange rate 
for the currency, a Bharat 
Petroleum Corp. Ltd. ex-
ecutive, who didn’t want 
to be named, said, add-
ing refiners would rather 
pay in the United Arab 
Emirates dirham which 
is pegged to the dollar. 
India’s biggest company 
by market value Reli-
ance Industries Ltd., and 

BPCL are among Indian 
refiners using dirhams to 
pay for some shipments 
of Russian crude as they 
navigate Western sanc-
tions. Spokespersons 
for the India’s external 
affairs and trade minis-
tries didn’t immediately 
comment on the matter. 
Russia is now the big-
gest supplier of crude 
oil to India overtaking 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia. 
In December, the South 
Asian nation bought 1.2 
million barrels of crude 
from Russia every day - a 
whopping 33 times more 
than a year earlier. While 
crude continues to domi-
nate their bilateral trade, 
imports of items such as 
sunflower oil and fertil-
izers have also jumped in 
the past few months. As 
a result, India’s imports 
from Russia climbed 
more than 400% in eight 
months to November 
from a year earlier, while 
exports fell 14%, show-
ing little success in the 
government’s efforts to 
improve outbound ship-
ments. Post a comment 
“As far as we know , 
there has been no trans-
action in Indian rupees 
so far,” said Ajay Sahai, 
director general and chief 
executive officer of the 
Federation of Indian Ex-
port Organisations.
 

HUGE Layoffs: THIS company to 
fire employees soon

New Delhi: The corpo-
rate sector has experi-
enced a veritable blood-
bath of job losses as a 
result of the prolonged 
economic recession. 
Technology behemoths 
like Apple, Twitter, Meta, 
and Amazon are expe-
riencing slow revenue 
growth and are therefore 
laying off staff members 
across departments in 
order to save costs. Last 
year, thousands of indi-
viduals lost their jobs, 
and in 2023, the night-
mare will continue. Fol-
lowing recent layoffs by 
Amazon, Cisco, Sales-
force, and even Ola, Vo-
dafone has now declared 
it will remove staff in an 
effort to reduce expenses 
due to the current mac-
roeconomic difficulties. 
The global telecommuni-
cations company, which 
employs some 104,000 
people worldwide, in-

tends to let go of hun-
dreds of staff members, 
mostly from its London 
headquarters. The num-
ber of employees who 
will be impacted in In-
dia, where Vodafone is 
collaborating with Idea 
under the brand name 
Vi, is not yet known. The 
planned layoffs will be 
the organization’s “larg-
est round of job losses 
in five years,” according 
to the Financial Times. 
(Also Read: Union Bud-
get 2023-24: All you 
need to know about pro-
cess involved in making 
of Budget) This follows 
Vodafone’s announce-
ment from November, 
in which the company 
disclosed its intention 
to implement significant 
cost-cutting measures in 
response to the weaken-
ing market environment. 
By 2026, Vodafone in-
tends to reduce spend-

ing by almost $1.08 bil-
lion. And the business 
intends to carry out this 
strategy by first reduc-
ing its overall workforce. 
(Also Read: THIS com-
pany launches world’s 
first cow-dung-powered 
tractor; here’s HOW it 
works and other details) 
The fact that Vodafone 
is attempting to balance 
its revenue and declining 
earnings in recent years is 
noteworthy. The telecom 
company had a difficult 
time navigating its ship, 
particularly last year 
when the market was in 
a state of chaos owing to 
the impending crisis. As 
a result, Nick Read, the 
company’s CEO, also an-
nounced his resignation 
because while his lead-
ership, the company’s 
worth dropped by 40%. 
Margherita Della Valle, 
Vodafone’s chief finan-
cial officer.

Good News for Loan Borrowers! THIS Public 
Bank Reduces Lending Rate by 15 bps

Power Finance Corporation Net Profit 
Rises 7% to Rs 5,241 cr in Dec qtr

New Delhi: State-owned 
Power Finance Corpora-
tion (PFC) on Monday 
posted a 7 percent rise in 
its consolidated net profit 
at Rs 5,241.10 crore in 
the December quarter, 
mainly on the back of 
higher revenues. The 
consolidated net profit 
of the company was Rs 
4,893.91 crore in the Oc-
tober-December quarter 
of FY22, according to a 
regulatory filing. by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksY-
from IIT Madras Faculty 
& Industry Experts In-
tellipaat Total income of 
the company increased 
to Rs 19,662.65 crore in 
the quarter under review 
from Rs 19,213.69 crore 
in the same period a year 
ago. The board also ap-

proved third interim divi-
dend of Rs 3.50 per share, 
bringing the cumulative 
interim dividend for the 
financial year 2022-23 
to Rs 8.75 per share. ) 
The consolidated loan 
asset book crossed Rs 8 
lakh crore. The loan as-
set book as on Decem-
ber 31, 2022 stood at Rs 
8,04,526 crore. The con-
solidated disbursements 
crossed Rs 1 lakh crore-
mark at Rs 1,06,875 
crore for the nine months 
period in FY23 (April-
December 2022) and 
registered an increase of 
28 percent versus 9M’22 
(April-December 2021). 
(Also Read: IT Layoffs 
2023: Over 17,400 Tech 
Employees got Fired in 
Feb Globally to Date) 

This reflects PFC group’s 
robust business perfor-
mance, a company state-
ment said. The syner-
gies in the resolution of 
stressed assets have led 
to Gross NPA (bad loan) 
ratio falling below 4 per-
cent, from 5.55 percent 
in 9M’22 to 3.91 per-
cent in 9M’23. The con-
solidated Net NPA (bad 
loan) ratio saw a 71 ba-
sis points reduction from 
1.86 percent in 9M’22 to 
1.15 percent in 9M’23.

. This is the lowest ever 
Net NPA ratio on con-
solidated basis, it stated. 
On the distribution side, 
till date, the PFC group 
has collectively sanc-
tioned Rs 1,02,831 crore 
and disbursed Rs 28,179 
crore under Late Pay-
ment Surcharge Rules. 
The sanctioned amount 
will be disbursed in a 
phased manner through 
Equated Monthly Install-
ments (EMIs) ranging 
from 12 to 48.

New Delhi: In a move to 
offer good news to loan 
borrowers, Canara Bank 
has lowered lending rates 
by 15 basis points, de-
spite the Reserve Bank of 
India increasing the repo 
rate by 25 basis points 
(bps). In a regulatory 
statement on Friday, Ca-
nara Bank reported that 

starting on February 12, 
it’s Repo’ Linked Lend-
ing Rate (RLLR) has 
changed. Rates of Inter-
est of All Retail Lend-
ing Schemes are Linked 
to REPO Linked Lend-
ing Rate RLLR of the 
Bank - 9.25 percent as of 
12.02.2023, according to 
the Canara Bank website. 

A day after the Reserve 
Bank of India raised the 
repo rate, on February 
9, 2023, Canara Bank 
updated its RLLR to 9.4 
percent. (Also Read: 
Residents of THIS Indian 
State Don’t Pay Income 
Taxes! Why are Natives 
Exempted? - Check) On 
a loan for a house valued 
at 9.25 percent, the bank 
offers a 0.25 percent dis-
count. Only Low-Risk 
Borrowers who receive 
new housing loans (all 
versions) that are sanc-
tioned and disbursed be-
tween January 1, 2023, 
and March 31, 2023, 
will be eligible for the 
aforementioned conces-
sion. (Also Read: SBI vs 
ICICI vs HDFC vs PPF 
FD Rates 2023: Here’s 
Comparison of Latest 

Fixed Deposit Interest 
Rate) Mortgage interest 
rates change based on the 
credit risk premium over 
RLLR. The rate will be 9 
percent if the borrower is 
a woman and the credit 
risk is NIL. For other 
people, it is 9.05 percent. 
The rate that applies will 
be 9.30 percent if there is 
a 0.05 credit risk associ-
ated with a female bor-
rower. 9.35 percent.for 
other persons.The rate 
that applies will be 9.7 
percent if a woman bor-
rower has a credit risk of 
0.45. For other people, 
it is 9.75 percent.  Prior 
to February 9, 2023, the 
Canara Bank website 
said that “Rates of Inter-
est on All Retail Lending 
Schemes Were 9.4 per-
cent Effective.
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Man United not at the level of Man City & Arsenal, 
feels Old Trafford club’s former fullback Gary Neville

Former Manchester Unit-
ed defender Gary Nev-
ille has made a big claim 
with regards to the Old 
Trafford club. The for-
mer full-back feels the 
Red Devils are not ready 
for the title race just yet. 
Talking about the Erik 
Ten Hag-led side, it went 
past Leeds 2-0 in their 
recent outing in the on-
going Premier League 
courtesy of strikes from 
in-form Marcus Rashford 

and Alejandro Garnacho. 
Speaking on the side-
lines, Neville revealed 
why he feels the premier 
club is far away from 
winning the elite title. 
Neville also felt that Man 
United won’t be able to 
get the better of Leeds 
-- which they eventually 
did -- and said that man-
ager Erik Ten Hag is pri-
oritizing their upcoming 
UEFA Europa League 
clash against Barce-

lona. “Interestingly, I 
was watching the second 
half against Leeds, and I 
thought they weren’t go-
ing to get the goal and get 
the win. I thought Erik 
ten Hag has had to priori-
tize the Barcelona game 
because he put Raphael 
Varane on the bench to 
save him for that game 
on Thursday and played 
Harry Maguire and Luke 
Shaw at centre-back,” 
Neville pointed out. Also 
Read: La Liga giants 
Real Madrid beat Al Hilal 
5-3 to clinch Club World 
Cup for record fifth time 
Further, the Man United 
legend Neville feels the 
club is not at the level of 
Man City and Arsenal; 
the current table-toppers 
in EPL 2022/23. “I just 
don’t think they can win 
the Premier League for 
the reasons that they have 
so many games and I just 
don’t think they are at the 
level of Man City and Ar-

senal. Also, United are in 
all the cup competitions 
still. They have all those 
games, playing every 
three days. “I just think it 
will be too much for them 
but if they are in it come 
March and April, they’ll 
have a massive chance 
with seven or eight games 
to go. So, they have just 
got to hang in there and 
hope that Arsenal and 
Man City aren’t quite 
right towards the end of 
the season, but I just think 
they aren’t quite ready 
yet,” Neville pointed out. 
Man United will certain-
ly have a point to prove 
going forward. They are 
currently at the third spot 
in the EPL standings but 
haven’t won the trust 
of many former play-
ers and experts with re-
gard to winning the title 
this year. Currently, they 
have shifted their focus 
to Europa League where 
they face Barcelona on 

February 16 before they 
host Leicester City on 
February 19 in the Pre-
mier League. RELATED 
Share on facebook Share 
on twitter Share on linke-
din Ranji Trophy Final 
Live Streaming: How to 
watch Bengal vs Saura-
shtra, date, time, Live 
Stream on mobile & TV 
Share on facebook Share 
on twitter Share on linke-
din ‘He used to make 
things...’: Former Indian 
spinner on how MS Dho-
ni helped bowlers from 
behind the stumps Share 
on facebook Share on 
twitter Share on linkedin 
Ranji Trophy 2023: Ben-
gal vs Saurashtra Ranji 
Trophy final match de-
tails; time, squad- All you 
need to knowBianca An-
dreescu, advanced to the 
second round but 28th-
seeded Amanda Anisi-
mova was beaten 6-3, 6-4 
by Marta Kostyuk.

Renuka Singh, Harmanpreet Kaur look 
delighted upon getting picked in WPL 

Auction 2023
The Indian women’s play-
ers are having a gala time at 
the WPL Auction 2023 with 
some top names including 
Smriti Mandhana, Har-
manpreet Kaur, and Deepti 
Sharma among others go-
ing for hefty bids. Follow-
ing Mandhana’s record-
breaking bid of INR 3.4 
crores, all eyes were locked 
on Harmanpreet during 
the auction, who was pur-
chased by Mumbai Indians 
for INR 1.8 crores. While 
other batters including 
Shafali also went for INR 
2 crores, seamer Renuka 
Singh was bought by Royal 
Challengers Bangalore for a 
whopping INR 1.5 crores – 
the highest bid for an Indian 
women’s pacer. Fresh from 
the side’s win against Paki-
stan in the Women’s T20 
WC in South Africa, both 
Harmanpreet and Renuka 
shared their joy upon get-
ting picked in this historic 
WPL Auction 2023. In the 
recent short clips uploaded 
by Jio Cinema on Twitter, 
Harman and Renuka shared 
their thoughts. While Renu-
ka said she is delighted to 

be joining the star-studded 
Royal Challengers Ban-
galore camp and playing 
alongside her national side 
teammate Mandhana, Har-
man added saying she can’t 
wait to join the Mumbai 
Indians team – a side she 
had always adored while 
watching IPL. The skipper 
also said the introduction of 
WPL will change the land-
scape of women’s cricket 
not only in India but also 
on the global stage.Here’s 
what seamer Renuka Singh 
said after getting picked – 
“I am very happy that RCB 
has bought me. It was so 
much fun watching the auc-
tion together with all the 
girls. Main thing is I am in 
Smriti’s team, and since we 

have been teammates for 
some time now, it’s going 
to be fun playing with her. 
To all the fans, please keep 
supporting RCB,” the fast 
bowler said.On the other 
hand, star batter Harman-
preet Kaur said, “It feels 
great; I have always seen 
Mumbai Indians doing real-
ly well in the IPL, and now 
I have the opportunity to 
be part of Mumbai Indians 
team and I hope we make a 
good team. WPL is going to 
be game-changer for all of 
us as we are going to feel 
such pressure for the first 
time. I am very excited and 
I am sure this will entirely 
change the women’s crick-
et, not only in India but in 
the world cricket.”

 PSG star Kylian Mbappe Makes Rapid Recovery 
From Injury Available for Bayern Munich Clash

Kylian Mbappé has made 
an unexpectedly quick 
recovery from injury 
and Paris Saint-Germain 
coach Christophe Galtier 
hopes he can face Bay-
ern Munich on Tuesday 
in the first leg of their 
round-of-16 Champi-
ons League clash. The 
World Cup superstar was 
expected to be out for 
three weeks after tearing 
a muscle in his left thigh 
on Feb. 1 and the jet-
heeled forward’s speedy 
return has surprised Gal-
tier. “Kylian trained with 
the squad today and com-
pleted the whole session. 
I didn’t think he would 
be ready,” Galtier said at 
Monday’s news confer-
ence. “We took the deci-
sion to let him take part 
if he felt ready. We’re 
not quite sure if he’ll be 
on the team sheet, we’ll 
see tomorrow morning.” 
Mbappé won’t be on the 
bench for the sake of 
it. “We’ll ask Kylian if 
he feels ready, Kylian’s 
made a huge effort,” Gal-

tier said. “If he’s on the 
team sheet it means he’s 
ready.” Neymar hopes to 
line up alongside Mbap-
pé and Lionel Messi, 
who has shaken off a 
sore hamstring. “Kylian 
is an extremely important 
player for us, he’s a star,” 
Neymar said through a 
translator. “Obviously 
we feel stronger when all 
three of us are playing.” 
Neymar is the world’s 
most expensive player at 
222 million euros ($237 
million) but Mbappé is 
only the second player to 
have scored a hat trick in 
a World Cup final. PSG 
really needs their France 
star after some poor re-

sults. “I hope Kylian can 
play for a few minutes. 
He told me he’s feeling 
well, so that’s a good 
sign,” Neymar said. 
“Our biggest objective 
is (winning) the Cham-
pions League. It’s like 
the World Cup, if you 
make the slightest mis-
take you go out.” Ten-
sions have been running 
high at PSG after succes-
sive defeats to Marseille 
in the French Cup and 
to Monaco in the league 
on Saturday. PSG’s 3-1 
loss to Monaco was its 
fourth defeat in 10 games 
and the loss would have 
been far heavier if not 
for goalkeeper Gianluigi 

Donnarumma. Sporting 
director Luis Campos 
was reportedly so an-
gered by the abject per-
formance that he argued 
with Neymar and captain 
Marquinhos later. by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksY-
ou May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ 
to your name Golden 
Gate University India: 
Why Is Everyone Ex-
cited Over This Rs.1999 
Smartwatch BlazeFit 
“Yes there was a discus-
sion, we didn’t agree 
with what we heard,” 
Neymar said. “But these 
things happen. Football 
isn’t just about love and 
friendship.” Comparing 
it to an argument with his 
girlfriend, Neymar said 
straight talking is neces-
sary. “The respect is there 
but there are times when 
you don’t agree and dis-
cussions happen to make 
things better,” Neymar 
said. “It’s true that our 
recent performances 
haven’t been very good.
. Of course it’s unsettling 
when there are defeats.

Czech international midfielder Jakub Jankto 
comes out as gay : I no longer want to hide myself

Scottie Scheffler reclaims top ranking 
from Rory McIlroy after Phoenix Open win

Scottie Scheffler knocked 
Rory McIlroy off the top of 
the world rankings on Sun-
day after the Masters cham-
pion retained his Phoe-
nix Open title in Arizona. 
Scheffler carded a final 
round of six-under-par 65 
for a 19 under total to claim 
his fifth PGA Tour title 
and regain the number one 

ranking he had held for 30 
weeks until October. Cana-
da’s Nick Taylor also carded 
a final round of 65 to finish 
two strokes adrift. “It feels 
pretty good,” Scheffler, 26, 
said. “I’m just proud of 
how I fought. I didn’t have 
my best stuff, but I grinded 
it out. “Bad shots are going 
to come. You’re not going 

to play 72 holes of perfect 
golf. A lot of it is how you 
respond.” Scheffler, who 
took the $3.6 million top 
prize, won his first PGA 
Tour title in Phoenix to kick 
off a run of four wins in six 
starts. The American won 
his first major at Augusta 
National last April and was 
voted PGA Tour Player of 

the Year. Also read: Who is 
Brittany Matthews? Meet 
Super Bowl MVP & star 
football quarterback Patrick 
Mahomes’ wife Spaniard 
Jon Rahm, who also had a 
chance to become number 
one with a win on Sunday, 
was third at 14-under after 
closing with a 68, 

WPL Auction 2023: List of all unsold players so far
The first-ever Women’s 
Premier League (WPL) 
auction is underway in 
Mumbai amid much fan-
fare as the five franchis-
es battle to buy the best 
players available. While 
marquee names such 
as Indian opener Smriti 
Mandhana and Har-
manpreet Kaur won big 
bucks, the auction did 
throw some surprises as 
some famed players went 
unsold. Among those 
who so far have not been 
bought by any franchise 
are Kiwi all-rounder Su-
zie Bates, Englishwomen 
Danni Wyatt, and Heath-
er Knight, Aussie seamer 
Megan Schutt and Indian 
leggie Poonam Yadav. 
The inaugural season of 
the WPL is all set to be-
gin on March 4 in Mum-
bai. Here’s the full list 
of unsold players: Play-
er Name B a s e 
Price (in INR) Hayley 
Matthews 40 Lakh 
Suzie Bates 30 Lakh 
Laura Wolvaardt 
30 Lakh Tammy Beau-

mont 30 Lakh Heath-
er Knight 40 Lakh 
Sune Luus 30 Lakh 
Danni Wyatt 50 Lakh 
Chamari Athapaththu 
30 Lakh Taniya Bhatia 
30 Lakh Anushka San-
jeewani 30 Lakh Sushma 
Verma 30 Lakh Berna-
dine Bezuidenhout 
30 Lakh Amy Jones 
40 Lakh Shamilia Con-
nell 30 Lakh Freya 
Davies 30 Lakh Me-
gan Schutt 40 Lakh 
Jahanars Alam 30 Lakh 

Lea Tahuhu 30 Lakh 
Ayabonga Khaka 
30 Lakh Shakera Selman 
30 Lakh Sarah Glenn 
30 Lakh Nonkululeko 
Mlaba 30 Lakh Poonam 
Yadav 30 Lakh Inoka 
Ranaweera 30 Lakh 
Alana King 40 Lakh 
Afy Fletcher 30 Lakh 
Fran Jonas 30 Lakh 
Leigh Kasperek 30 Lakh 
Nadine de Klerk 
30 Lakh Salma Khatun 
30 Lakh Jess Jonassen 
50 Lakh Earlier, Smriti 

Mandhana became the 
first woman player ever 
to be sold. The southpaw 
went almost seven times 
her base price -  INR 50 
Lakh - and was bought 
by the Royal Challeng-
ers Bangalore for a 
whopping sum of INR 
3.4 Crores. The opening 
batswoman stirred quite 
a bidding war between 
RCB and Mumbai Indi-
ans with RCB coming 
triumphant in the end. 
Mumbai, unfazed by 
Mandhana bidding, man-
aged to get Indian skip-
per Harmanpreet Kaur. 
The skipper who had a 
base price tag of INR 50 
Lakh, eventually fetched 
INR 1.8 Crores. Among 
other Indian players, 
Jemimah Rodrigues, who 
played a match-winning 
inning of 53 not out off 
just 38 balls against arch-
rivals Pakistan in the on-
going ICC World T20, 
was bought by Delhi 
Capitals. Rodrigues, with 
a base price of INR 50 
Lakh,.

Czech international mid-
fielder Jakub Jankto said 
on Monday that he was 
gay in an emotional vid-
eo on his Twitter account. 
“I am homosexual and I 
no longer want to hide 
myself,” Jankto said in 
English. Only a hand-
ful of top players have 
publicly come out as gay 
while still playing. Jus-
tin Fashanu came out in 
1990. Josh Cavallo, at 
Adelaide United, came 
out in October 2021 and 
Jake Daniels did so at 

English side Blackpool 
in May 2022. Jankto, a 
27-year-old winger on 
loan at Czech top-flight 
side Sparta Prague from 
Getafe, became the first 
player attached to a club 
in La Liga to come out. 
“Like everybody else, 
I also want to live my 
life in freedom, without 
fears, without prejudice, 
without violence, or with 
love,” he added. “I have 
a job and I have been 
doing it as best as I can 
for years, with serious-

ness, professionalism and 
passion,” said Jankto. 
Sparta Prague said Jankto 
had previously told the 
club and his team-mates 
about his sexual orien-
tation. “Jakub Jankto 
spoke openly about his 
sexual orientation with 
the club’s management, 
coach and teammates 
some time ago,” said the 
club on Twitter. “Every-
thing else concerns his 
personal life. No further 
comments. No more 
questions. “You have our 

support. Live your life, 
Jakub. Nothing else mat-
ters.” Also Read: Man 
United not at the level 
of Man City & Arsenal, 
feels Old Trafford club’s 
former fullback Gary 
Neville Getafe also of-
fered their support. “Our 
maximum respect and un-
conditional support to our 
footballer Jakub Jankto,” 
wrote the Madrid side on 
Twitter. The top football 
bodies also threw their 
support behind Jankto, 
just like several football 
clubs. “We’re all with 
you, Jakub. Football is 
for everyone,” tweeted 
FIFA. “Well done, Jakub. 
You’re a true inspiration, 
and European football is 
with you!” said UEFA. 
“Proud of you, Jakub!” 
tweeted La Liga leaders 
Barcelona. Jankto, who 
has also played for Udi-
nese and Sampdoria in 
Serie A, has played 45 
games and scored four 
goals for the Czech na-
tional team. He has a 
three-year-old son, Da-
vid, with his ex-girlfriend 
with whom he broke.
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Celebrate the season of love with 
these romantic stories

Get drenched in a myriad 
shades of love this Val-
entine’s Day with some 
soul-stirring and heart-
warming stories. Watch 
Zee Theatre’s ‘Aaj Rang 
Hai’, ‘Love’, ‘The Re-
lationship Agreement’ 
and  ‘Panchi Aise Aate 
Hain’ which portray the 
tenderness and complex-
ity of human connec-
tions. Aaj Rang Hai ‘Aaj 
Rang Hai’ is set in the 
1970s in a multi-religious 
neighbourhood that cel-
ebrates love, communal 
harmony, and peace. The 
play revolves around an 
erstwhile baithak singer, 
Beni Bai who is profi-
cient in Hindustani clas-
sical music and steeped 
in the beauty of Hazrat 
Amir Khusrau’s po-
etry. The matriarch also 
counsels her neighbours, 
Ameena and Vidya, 
about their religious cu-
riosities. We also see an 
inter-religious love af-
fair brewing between the 

neighbours Fanney and 
Sharda. Does this forbid-
den love have the power 
to transcend all barriers? 
Created by Purva Na-
resh and filmed by Sour-
abh Shrivastava, ‘Aaj 
Rang Hai’ stars Trishla 
Patel, Sarika Singh, Pre-
rna Chawla, Nishi Doshi, 
Purva Naresh, Pawan Ut-
tam, Imran Rasheed, Hi-
dayat Sami and Danish 
Husain. It will be aired 
on 14th February on Tata 
Play Theatre. Watch it 
again on 15th Febru-
ary on Dish TV & D2H 
Rangmanch and Air-

tel Theatre. Love What 
ppens when a sculptor’s 
beautiful creation starts 
to express thoughts and 
feelings independently? 
Karan Talwar’s directo-
rial ‘Love’, inspired by 
George Bernard Shaw’s 
‘Pygmalion’ is about a 
young scientist, who de-
velops a robot with Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AI) 
to convince his mother 
that the creation is her 
future daughter-in-law. 
The play subtly shows 
how science is infiltrat-
ing our lives and also 
depicts  how ego and the 

need to control others can 
impact our relationships. 
The teleplay stars Rajeev 
Siddhartha, Yuki Ellias, 
Shivam Patil, Sonali Sa-
chdev, Payal Nair, Nan-
dini Sen, Priti Shroff and 
Suhani Gandhi. It will be 
aired on February 12th 
on Tata Play Theatre. 
The Relationship Agree-
ment ‘The Relationship 
Agreement’ is a humor-
ous take on modern love 
and commitment issues. 
The slice-of-life play 
revolves around two 
young people, dramati-
cally opposite in nature, 
who draft a ‘relationship 
agreement’ and decide to 
abide by it while living 
together. Jointly directed 
by Meherzad Patel and 
Sourabh Shrivastava, the 
play throws light on how 
people’s concepts about 
marriage and relation-
ships have changed with 
time. ‘The Relationship 
Agreement’ stars Sumo-
na Chakravarti.

‘DDLJ’ to ‘RHTDM’: Top 5 All-Time Classic Romantic 
Hindi Movies to Binge-Watch on Valentine’s Day

New Delhi: This is the 
season of love! Valen-
tine’s Day conjures up 
images of heart-shaped 
chocolates and romantic 
candle-lit dinners. But 
for some just curling 
up with your loved one 
and watching a romantic 
film is the plan for the 
day. We get you the top 
5 most romantic films 
that are mush and love 
cuddling up in one, the 
perfect binge for your 
Valentine’s movie night! 
Top 5 all-time classic 
romantic Hindi movies 
to binge-watch on Val-
entine’s Day. Dilwale 
Dulhania Le Jayenge 
This cult classic and the 
longest-running movie in 
the theatres is an all-time 
favourite for all roman-
tic movie buffs. It made 
the entire country and the 
world fall in love with the 
phenomenon called Shah 
Rukh Khan. This movie 
also made SRK-Kajol the 
best romantic pair for all 
generations. With unfor-

gettable songs, memo-
rable dialogues and ro-
mance at its peak, this 
one definitely should be 
revisited on Valentine’s 
Day. This movie is pro-
duced by Yash Raj Films 
and directed by Aditya 
Chopra. Rehnaa Hai Tere 
Dil Mein When one talks 
about classic Hindi film 
romance, RHTDM defi-
nitely makes it to the list. 
With the all-time iconic 
song ‘Zara Zara’, electri-
fying romantic melodies 
that still drives the nation 
crazy and the chemistry 
between the handsome 
Maddy and the pretty Re-
ena is etched in people’s 
memory. The film taught 
us about love to an entire 
generation. This movie 
is cult romantic clas-
sic with one of the best 
song albums till date.
This movie also stars in 
Saif Ali Khan in a piv-
otal role. Produced by 
Vashu Bhagnani of Pooja 
Entertainment and di-
rected by Gautham Me-

non, RHTDM is highly 
recommended for view-
ing on a cozy evening 
on Valentine’s Day with 
your loved one. Hum 
Tum This movie set a 
benchmark and created 
a new genre of romantic 
comedy for Bollywood. 
With great visuals, amaz-
ing songs and the career 
best performances by 
Saif Ali Khan and Rani 
Mukherjee, this movie 
teaches it is not always 
‘Love at first sight’ but 
destiny sometimes has its 
own plan and will bring 
two people together in 

the most unlikely of cir-
cumstances. ‘Hum Tum’ 
is the perfect film to 
watch with your partner 
on Valentine’s Day. This 
movie also starred Rishi 
Kapoor, Kirron Kher and 
Jimmy Shergill in key 
roles. This movie is pro-
duced by Yash Raj Films 
and directed by Kunal 
Kohli. by TaboolaSpon-
sored LinksYou May 
Like Win an assured gift 
with New Year Spin & 
Win offer Begin 2023 
with Godrej Add a ‘Dr.’ 
to your name Golden 
Gate University.

Five intriguing films to watch out for in 2023

The whopping success of 
‘Pathaan’ has finally put 
to rest all speculations 
about whether Hindi cin-
ema still has the power 
to draw audiences to 
theatres and now trade 
observers and audiences 
are looking forward to 
a lavish buffet of enter-
tainers in the months to 
come. Here is our pick 
of some of the films ev-
erybody is waiting for in 
2023: Bheed Anubhav 
Sinha, who once helmed 
the potboiler ‘Dus’, the 
sci-fi thriller ‘Ra. One’ 
and a romantic drama 
like ‘Tum Bin’, has in 
the past few years, dra-
matically shifted to seri-

ous, introspective, and 
socially relevant films 
like ‘Mulk,’ ‘Thappad’, 
‘Article 15’, and ‘Anek.’ 
This year, he is back with 
another thought-provok-
ing film ‘Bheed’ which 
addresses issues like so-
cial inequality and the 
power of the individual 
and the collective. The 
film stars Bhumi Pednek-
ar, Rajkumar Rao, Dia 
Mirza, Pankaj Kapur, 
Ashutosh Rana. This film 
is the director’s second 
collaboration with Dia 
Mirza who also starred 
in ‘Thappad’. The film 
is slated for a release on 
24 March 2023 Bholaa 
Ajay Devgn, Deepak Do-

briyan, Tabu, Abhishek 
Bachan and Makarand 
Deshpande star in this 
much-awaited film  that 
will release on 30 March, 
2023.This is Devgn’s 
fourth directorial effort 
and is the Hindi remake 
of the Tamil hit Kaithi 
(2019) which revolved 
around an ex-convict, 
who after being released 
from the prison, tries to 
connect with his daugh-
ter for the first time.
There is a lot of raw 
emotion, action, twists 
triggered by crime and 
punishment and the film 
is expected to appeal to 
a diverse range of view-
ers. Jawan After four 
years, Shah Rukh Khan 
has delivered a film that 
is possibly on its way to 
become the biggest hit 
in the history of Hindi 
cinema and now all eyes 
are on ‘Jawan’, a thriller 
written and directed by 
celebrated Tamil direc-
tor Atlee.The USP of the 
film is Shah Rukh Khan 
in a dual role opposite 
none other than Tamil 
superstar Vijay Sethu-
pathi. ‘Jawan’ also stars 
Nayanthara, Sanya Mal-

hotra and Priyamani with 
Deepika Padukone and 
Vijay in cameo appear-
ances. From the time the 
film went on the floors in 
September 2021, it has 
created huge waves and 
is scheduled for a theatri-
cal release on 2nd June, 
2023. Animal After de-
livering the controversial 
hit ‘Kabir Singh’, direc-
tor Sandeep Reddy Van-
ga is back this year with 
‘Animal’, a gangster, re-
venge drama and a multi-
starrer headlined by Ran-
bir Kapoor, Rashmika 
Mandana, Tripti Dimri, 
Anil Kapoor and Bobby 
Deol. ‘Animal’ has gen-
erated excitement for 
daring to portray Ranbir 
Kapoor in a never-before 
grey role and producer 
Bhushan Kumar says 
the film will also depict 
a surprising dynamic be-
tween Anil Kapoor and 
Ranbir. ‘Animal’ is slat-
ed for a release on Au-
gust 11, 2023. Dunki Ace 
director Rajkumar Hirani 
and writer Abhijat Joshi 
came together again this 
year with ‘Dunki’. a film 
about the use of an illegal 
backdoor route.

Janhvi Kapoor to make Telugu debut 
opposite Jr NTR in NTR 30?

MM Keeravani, Guneet Monga, Shaunak Sen attend Oscar 
Nominees Luncheon with Tom Cruise, Spielberg

India’s MM Keeravani, 
Guneet Monga and Shaunak 
Sen attended the Oscar lun-
cheon on Monday in Los 
Angeles. The luncheon was 
organised to celebrate the 
nominees at the 95th Oscar 
Awards. The annual lunch 
has become an unofficial 
kickoff to the second phase 
of Oscar campaigning.  
The event featured more 
than a few stars hoping to 
earn a trophy at the annual 
awards show. Keeravani 
and lyricist Chandrabose 
attended the luncheon for 
being nominated in the Best 
Original Song category for 
the smash hit ‘Naatu Naatu’ 
from the film RRR. Guneet 
Monga produced ‘The El-
ephant Whisperer’ which 
has been nominated in the 

documentary shorts catego-
ry. Shaunak Sen has earned 
a nomination in the Best 
Documentary Feature Film 
category for his critically 
acclaimed film ‘All That 
Breathes’. The event was 
attended by multiple-time 
winners like Steven Spiel-
berg, Roger Deakins and 
Justin Hurwitz. There were 
also multiple-time nomi-
nees such as Tom Cruise, 
Michelle Williams, Sarah 
Polley, Rian Johnson, Mary 
Zophres and Diane War-
ren. The first-time nomi-
nees Brandon Fraser, Hong 
Chau, Austin Butler, Ke 
Huy Quan and Paul Mescal 
were also present. mm The 
menu for the star-studded 
event included a two-course 
meal with dessert, featuring 

a harvest salad and king 
oyster mushroom scallops, 
wild mushroom risotto, 
roasted Brussels sprouts, 
baby carrots and pea ten-
drils. For dessert, guests 
were served an opera cake, 

ganache and fresh berries, 
People reported. During the 
event, Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences 
president Janet Yang ad-
dressed Will Smith’s infa-
mous slap of Chris.

Bollywood actress Janhvi 
Kapoor, who was recent-
ly seen playing the lead 
role in ‘Milli’, is report-
edly all set to make her 
big Telugu debut opposite 
Jr NTR in his upcoming 

untitled project, which 
will be helmed by Korat-
ala Siva. Once again, Jr 
NTR and Koratala Siva 
are coming together to 
deliver a power-packed 
film. The project will re-

portedly go on the floors 
next month. According 
to a report by Hindustan 
Times, a source from 
the film’s unit has con-
firmed that the makers 
recently signed late ac-
tress Sridevi’s daughter 
Janhvi Kapoor. She will 
soon join meet the team 
for a photoshoot. “It is 
true that Janhvi has been 
signed. The makers did 
have a few options in 
mind but they eventually 
went ahead with Janhvi. 
In a couple of weeks, 
the team is planning to 
do a photoshoot with 
the lead pair. The project 

will go on the floors next 
month,” the source said, 
reports HT. Both Jan-
hvi and Jr NTR are yet 
to comment on the col-
laboration and no official 
announcement has been 
made yet. Also read: Cara 
Delevingne dons Savage 
x Fenty tee to support Ri-
hanna during Super Bowl 
Meanwhile, at the pre-re-
lease event of his brother 
Kalyan Ram’s film ‘Ami-
go’, NTR requested his 
fans to not keep asking 
for film updates. “Some-
times, when we’re work-
ing on a film, there isn’t 
much.

Check Out the Top Collaborations of Magical 
Duo Salman Khan-Kamaal Khan

New Delhi: The highly 
anticipated song ‘Naiyo 
Lagda’ from the film Kisi 
Ka Bhai Kisi Ki Jaan has 
been released and it takes 
us back to the feels of 
90s music. The soulful 
melody in the voice of 
Kamaal Khan, composed 
by Himesh Reshammiya, 
starring Salman Khan & 
Pooja Hegde in the lead 
is the perfect romantic 
tune for lovers to rejoice 
in valentine’s week. The 
song was launched at 
the Bigg Boss grand fi-
nale yesterday and since 
then it has become one 
of the most-loved songs 
on the internet. While 
some might credit the 
success of this song to 
Salman Khan’s magnifi-
cent screen presence, and 
his chemistry with Pooja 
Hegde, some are prais-
ing this collaboration of 
Khan with Himesh Res-
hammiya, and some with 
Kamaal Khan. Salman 
Khan- Kamaal Khan 
partnerships for his mov-
ies have forever been one 

of the most hit pairings. 
Time and again, both 
of them have delivered 
some chartbuster songs. 
Here is a look back at 
all the songs that Salman 
Khan and Kamaal Khan 
have delivered. Oh Oh 
Jane Jaana ‘Oh, Oh Jane 
Jaana’ from Pyaar Kiya 
Toh Darna Kya is one 
of the biggest hits from 
Salman Khan’s career. “I 
love you all” is still one 
of the most played lines 
from this song in all the 
clubs. The song was out 
and out a chartbuster and 
the music lover still hears 
it on a loop. Seeti Maar 

‘Seeti Maar’ from Radhe 
is, without a doubt, one 
of the most played party 
songs. This collaboration 
of Salman Khan with 
Kamaal Khan gave us 
one of the most fun, en-
thusiastic, and energetic 
songs in the film Radhe. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
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Badnaam Hua Munna 
Badnaam Hua from Da-

bangg 3 is yet another 
hit song from Salman 
Khan as reunites with 
Kamaal Khan. The en-
ergy level in this song is 
at its height and it was re-
freshing to hear Kamaal 
Khan’s voice in this fa-
mous blockbuster. Hello 
Brother ‘Hello Brother’ 
from the film ‘Hello 
Brother’ starring Salman 
Khan, sung by Kamaal 
Khan was one of the 
biggest hits in the 90s. 
All the clubs played this 
song on a loop and even-
tually became one of the 
biggest songs delivered 
by the Salman Khan.


