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KCR, Union Minister Kishan 
Reddy hail Oscar recognition 

to ‘Naatu Naatu’ song

PM To Open Karnataka 
Expressway In Latest Poll 

Push In Rivals’ Stronghold

Popularity Of ‘Naatu Naatu’ 
Is ‘Global’, Says PM Modi 

After It Wins Oscars

In BJP’s Kerala Masterplan
Huge Outreach To Christians, Muslims  Sources said the huge outreach programme planned this time

New Delhi:March 13:  North-
east under its belt, the BJP 
is out to win Kerala, with a 
massive public outreach pro-
gramme that plans to em-
brace the two key non-Hindu 
communities -- Muslims and 
Christians. Together, the two 
comprise 46 per cent of the 
population, crucial to crack 
into a state that has tradition-
ally been a bastion of the Left 
and the Congress. The BJP, 
which stepped up its outreach 
in Kerala ahead of the 2019 
election, has been unable to 

make inroads. Bucking the 
national trend, the party had 
drawn a blank in the state de-
spite its high-pitched agitation 
on the Sabarimala issue. The 
Congress had won 15 of the 
state’s 20 Lok Sabha seats. Its 
allies won another four -- the 
Indian Union Muslim League 
bagged two and the Kerala 
Congress (Mani group) and 
Revolutionary Socialist Party 
one seat each. The outcome 
was seen as a rejection of the 
party’s stance on religious is-
sues. The BJP’s growth in the 

state has been stymied since, 
despite the many incidents of 
communal clash between the 
right-wing supporters and the 
Left. Sources said the huge 
outreach programme planned 
this time will involve BJP work-
ers visiting the homes of Chris-
tians on Easter week. On April 
9, Easter Sunday, 10,000 BJP 
workers will visit the homes 
of 1 lakh Christians. Last year, 
during the Christmas week, 
thousands of BJP workers vis-
ited the homes of Christians 
with gifts, sources said. The 

right-wing workers will also 
visit the homes of Muslims on 
Eid in the third week of April. 
Christians will be invited to 
the homes of right-wing ac-
tivists on the festival of Vishu 
on April 15. BJP leaders say 
while the common people 
have welcomed the initiative, 
it is being closely watched by 
the ruling Left and the oppo-
sition Congress. The outreach 
is the brainchild of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, who 
had asked the party cadre to 
organise a “sneha samvaad” 

(message of affection) to the 
minorities in Kerala during 
the party’s national executive 
meet in Hyderabad. After the 
victory in the three northeast-
ern states, PM Modi also said 
at a programme organised at 
the BJP headquarters in Delhi 
that the party will form a co-
alition government in Kerala, 
where assembly elections 
are due in 2026. He indicated 
that this time, the party would 
bank on the support of the 
Christian community, who, 
he said, had given much sup-

port to it in the northeast. 
PromotedListen to the latest 
songs, only on JioSaavn.com 
Pointing to the two dominant 
parties in Kerala, he had said 
while the Left and Congress 
are bitter rivals in the state, 
they contested the Tripura 
elections as allies. Sources 
said the BJP is also planning 
a “Thank Modi” programme, 
which will involve testimonies 
from beneficiaries of various 
Central projects in the state. 
Already around 12,000 people 
have sent in “Thanks Modi” 

An Oscar For Prime Minister’s Choice For Rajya Sabha
PM Narendra Modi recommended RRR script writer V Vijayendra Prasad for a Rajya Sabha seat last year

New Delhi:March 13: V Vi-
jayendra Prasad, the script-
writer of the film RRR, is 
“one of the several excep-
tional people nominated 
to the Rajya Sabha” last 
year by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, Union minis-
ter Piyush Goyal said in a 
Facebook post today amid 
the wild excitement of the 
movie winning an Oscar for 
the best original song. The 
nomination for Vijayendra 
Prasad was made in July 
2022, Mr Goyal mentioned 
in his post.  “The scriptwrit-
er from Andhra Pradesh 
has been associated with 
the creative world for de-
cades.. Last year, Prime 

Minister Modi ji recognised 
his greatness and said ‘his 
works showcase India’s 
glorious culture and have 
made a mark globally,’” Mr 
Goyal’s post read. “Today, 
the global spotlight is on 
‘RRR’ for winning an Oscar 
for the original song ‘Naatu 
Naatu’. This is a global en-
dorsement of the Prime 
Minister’s choice,” he add-
ed. Among the others PM 
Modi nominated for Rajya 
Sabha seats are music com-
poser Ilaiyaraaja from Tamil 
Nadu, athlete PT Usha, ac-
tivist Veerendra Heggade  
and Dr. Sonal Mansingh. 
RRR was the second Indian 
film to win an Oscar today. 

The Elephant Whisper-
ers won Best Documen-
tary Short Subject. All That 
Breathes was also nominat-
ed for Best Documentary 
Feature Film - the Oscar 
went to Navalny. In Janu-
ary, Naatu Naatu had won 
the Golden Globe for Best 
Original Song. The song 
was performed live dur-
ing the Oscar ceremony by 
singers Rahul Sipligunj and 
Kaala Bhairava, and danced 
by Lauren Gottlieb. Deepi-
ka Padukone, the third Indi-
an to attend as a presenter 
after Persis Khambatta and 
Priyanka Chopra, intro-
duced the performance.

PM Modi Lauds CISF For Organising Raising 
Day Parade Outside Delhi For First Time

New Delhi:March 13: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Monday hailed the Central 
Industrial Security Force 
for organising its Raising 
Day parade outside Delhi 

for the first time, and said 
such decisions increase 
the spirit of participative 
governance. The 54th Rais-
ing Day celebrations of the 
Central Industrial Security 

Force (CISF) were held in 
Hyderabad Sunday. Shar-
ing a tweet by Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, who 
attended the CISF Raising 
Day event.

‘Confused Me With Adani’
Tejashwi Yadav Challenges ED Raid Claims In Land-For-Jobs Case

New Delhi:March 13: Te-
jashwi Yadav has chal-
lenged claims of the En-

forcement Directorate that 
proceeds of crime worth 
₹600 crore were detected 
during the agency’s money 
laundering probe in con-
nection with the alleged 
land-for-jobs scam. The 
agency had searched the 
Bihar’s Deputy Chief Min-
ister’s Delhi House in con-
nection with the case on 
Friday. “...People are saying, 
a lot of wealth has been re-
covered from me, ‘thenga 

mila hai’ I can challenge 
them...They first use to say 
Benami, why don’t they say 
it now?,” he told reporters 
in Patna. According to a 
statement by ED, proceeds 
of crime amounting to 
₹600 crore approximately 
was detected in the form 
of immovable properties 
of ₹350 crore and transac-
tions of ₹250 crore routed 
through various benami-
daars (front persons for be-

nami properties). However, 
Yadav dismissed the claims 
as “false propoganda” and 
said that the investigative 
agencies are after him as if 
he’s the “real Adani”. ”The 
CBI and ED have either got 
confused or my face match-
es with Adani’s? Ignoring 
the scam of ₹80,000 crores, 
they have been raiding (my 
house) every two to four 
days for so many years, and 
they get nothing,” he said. 

The ED conducted searches 
in multiple cities of Bihar on 
Friday in connection with a 
money laundering investi-
gation into the land for jobs 
‘scam’ case in which RJD 
leaders Lalu Prasad and his 
wife Rabri Devi were ques-
tioned recently by the CBI. 
The searches are covering 
some leaders linked to the 
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) 
in towns like Patna and Ph-
ulwari Sharif, officials said.

Minister Demands Sedition Case
Against Rahul Gandhi For London Remarks

New Delhi: Union minister 
Giriraj Singh on Monday 
sought action against Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi 
from Lok Sabha Speaker 
Om Birla for his recent 
comments in London and 
favoured a sedition case 
against him. Mr Singh al-
leged that Mr Gandhi 
spoke like the “tukde-tukde 
gang” during his visit to 
the UK. “He has spoken so 
much in Parliament, but in 
London he said he is not 
allowed to speak, the mic 

is switched off. I think this 
is an attack on democracy 
and insult to Lok Sabha and 
the country,” Singh told re-
porters outside Parliament 
House. Asked if a sedition 

case should be filed against 
Mr Gandhi, Mr Singh said, 
“Absolutely, what else is 
sedition”. Last week, Mr 
Gandhi told British parlia-
mentarians that function-
ing microphones in the Lok 
Sabha are often silenced 
against the Opposition. 
“Our mikes are not out of 
order, they are functioning, 
but you still can’t switch 
them on. That’s happened 
to me a number of times 
while I am speaking,” the 
Congress leader said.

Defence ministry 
cannot issue 
communication 
on payment of 
OROP arrears in 
installments: SC
New Delhi:March 13: The 
Supreme Court on Monday 
said the Ministry of Defence 
cannot take law in its own 
hands by issuing communi-
cation on payment of One 
Rank-One Pension (OROP) 
arrears in four installments. 
A bench of Chief Justice DY 
Chandrachud and Justices 
PS Narasimha and JB Pardi-
wala asked the ministry to 
immediately withdraw its 
January 20 communica-
tion, which said OROP ar-
rears will be paid in four 
installments. Attorney Gen-
eral R Venkataramani said 
the Centre has paid one 
installment of OROP arrears 
to ex-servicemen but need 
some more.

16 opposition 
parties meet to 
evolve strategy 
for Parliament 
session
New Delhi:March 13 Lead-
ers of 16 opposition parties 
met in Parliament House 
on Monday to evolve a 
joint strategy to corner the 
government on several is-
sues ahead of the start of 
the second part of the Bud-
get session. The opposition 
leaders met in the chamber 
of Leader of Opposition in 
Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun 
Kharge and decided to 
raise the issues of alleged 
misuse of investigative 
agencies and the Adani 
matter. Among the parties 
that attended the meeting 
include the Congress, DMK, 
JDU, AAP, CPI (M), CPI, Kera-
la Congress, RLD, NCP,

‘Just Like Lord Krishna…’
Nitin Gadkari Hails CM Yogi Adityanath’s Tough Action Against Criminals, Mafias

Gorakhpur: March 13: 
Union Road Transport and 
Highways Minister Nitin 
Gadkari has hailed Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath for taking swift 
and tough action against 
the criminals and mafias 
and strengthening the law 
and order situation across 
the state. Gadkari also com-
pared CM Yogi with Lord 
Krishna and said that the 
latter is destroying the evil 
forces as the Lord Krishna 
did during his incarnation. 
“Just as Lord Krishna said in 
Bhagwat Geeta that when-
ever the influence of evil 
tendencies, harmful to the 
society, unjust and tyran-
nical forces increase, he in-
carnates himself to protect 

the people. Similarly, in Ut-
tar Pradesh, Yogi ji has tak-
en tough steps against the 
evil forces to protect the 
common man.” The Union 
Minister said that “Ramra-
jya” is being established to 
remove poverty and ensure 
public welfare under CM 
Yogi’s leadership. Address-
ing the gathering at the oc-
casion, Gadkari said, “Uttar 
Pradesh will soon emerge 
as the most prosperous 
state under the leadership 
of Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath.” Gadkari laid the 
foundation stone and inau-
gurated 18 projects of the 
National Highways Author-
ity of India (NHAI) in Gora-
khpur on Monday. Gadkari 
went on to say that the 

state is witnessing massive 
development with pouring 
investments. Recalling his 
earlier statements of mak-

ing UP roads like that of the 
US, the Union Minister said 
that after 2014, the length 
of national highways in Ut-

tar Pradesh has doubled 
and by the end of the year 
2024, road works worth Rs 
5 lakh crore will take place 

in the state. Gadkari said, 
“These projects either be-
ing inaugurated, or its foun-
dation stones being laid on 
this holy land of Baba Gor-
akshnath will encourage in-
vestment in Uttar Pradesh 
and boost industrial devel-
opment. New employment 
opportunities will be cre-
ated. We are committed to 
the overall development of 
Uttar Pradesh by building 
national highways under 
the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath.” The Union Road 
Transport Minister also 
gave detailed information 
about the completed, un-
der construction and pro-
posed projects of National 
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Telangana among top three States for 
addressing public complaints quickly

Hyderabad: Telangana 
not only leads the coun-
try in according approv-
als for setting up indus-
tries or building plans 
but is also among the 
top three States when it 
comes to addressing pub-
lic complaints quickly. 
This is according to the 
Centre’s Department of 
Administrative Reforms 
and Public Grievances. 
Telangana takes just 15 
days in addressing pub-
lic complaints, while 
the BJP-ruled Tripura 
had the highest average 
closing time of 180 days 
while Punjab took 159 
days. Jammu & Kashmir 
with an Average Closing 

time of 8 days (against 
10 disposals) tops the 
list of States/UTs with 
lowest Average Closing 
Time, followed by the 
Government of Manipur 
at the second position 
which averaged 13 days 
(against 2 disposals) and 
the Government of Telan-
gana at the third position, 
registering an Average 
Closing Time of 15 days 
(against 851 disposals). 
These details were shared 
by the Department of 
Administrative Reforms 
and Public Grievances 
in its Centralised Public 
Grievance Redress and 
Monitoring System (CP-
GRAMS) February re-

port. Telangana secured 
third position in terms of 
Highest Disposals of Ac-
tion Taken Report (ATR) 
format as well, behind 
Assam and Chhattisgarh. 
Telangana recorded a to-
tal ATR disposal of 606 
and of these, 37 were 
fully resolved and 569 
partially resolved. There 
were zero pending reso-
lutions. CPGRAMS is 
around the clock online 
platform for citizens to 
lodge their grievances 
to the public authorities 
on any subject related to 
service delivery. It is a 
single portal connected 
to all the Ministries or 
Departments of union 
and State governments. 
The status of the griev-
ance filed in CPGRAMS 
can be tracked with the 
unique registration iden-
tification provided at the 
time of registration of 
the complainant. It also 
provides an appeal facil-
ity to the citizens, if they 
are not satisfied with the 
resolution by the Griev-

ance Officer. Powered 
By VDO.AI PlayUnmute 
Fullscreen A meeting 
with Grievance Redressal 
Officers (GROs) of dif-
ferent States and Union 
Territories was held on 
February 3, 2023, to re-
view the pendency and 
disposal of public griev-
ances on CPGRAMS, 
besides the progress of 
State or UT portals with 
CPGRAMS. Among the 
22 States and UTs with 
more than 1000 pending 
grievances as on Febru-
ary 25, Maharashtra led 
with maximum number 
of pending grievances 
of 24,121 (overall and 
pending for more than 30 
days) and 20,933 griev-
ances (pending for more 
than 30 days). Similarly, 
for the month of Febru-
ary, Uttar Pradesh re-
ceived the maximum 
number of grievances 
with 18,676 grievances, 
followed by Gujarat with 
3,582 registrations and 
Maharashtra with 3013 
registrations.

Sircilla weavers get order worth Rs.350 
crore for Bathukamma sarees

Karimnagar: Weavers in 
Sircilla have bagged an 
order worth a staggering 
Rs.350 crore to weave 
95.5 lakh Bathukamma 
sarees. The order was 
placed by the State gov-
ernment. Continuing the 
tradition it has followed 
in previous years, the 
State government placed 
the order to weave 500 
varieties of saris in 21 
colors and 25 designs. 
Out of the 95.9 lakh sa-
rees, 7.8 lakh sarees will 
be weaved in nine metre 
stretch using 70.2 lakh 
metre of cloth. The nine 
metre sarees are intended 
to be distributed to elder-
ly women. Both sarees 
and blouse pieces will 
be given separately, of-
ficials said. 139 mutually 
aided cooperative soci-
eties (MACS) and 126 
small scall industry (SSI) 
units from Sircilla will be 
involved in the making 
of the sarees. While the 
MACS were given orders 
to weave 64,03,600 saris, 

the SSI units were given 
orders for 31,87,100 sa-
ris. The government has 
fixed a target to complete 
the weaving of all saris 
by August 15. Besides 
16,000 powerlooms, 
15,000 workers engaged 
in allied sectors will also 
get employment with the 
Bathukamma saree or-
der, earning Rs.15,000 
to Rs.18,000 per month. 
The State government 
has been giving them 

different orders every 
year since the formation 
of the State in order to 
ensure employment and 
to put an end to weaver 
suicides. Powered By 
VDO.AI PlayUnmute 
Fullscreen From 2017, 
the State government 
also started giving Bathu-
kamma saree orders to 
provide more income to 
the community. Besides 
providing employment 
to weavers, the saris are 

distributed to women as 
the State government’s 
gift on the occasion of 
Bathukamma. Earlier, 
the government used to 
give orders through the 
Telangana State Hand-
loom Weavers Coopera-
tive Society. However, 
this year, the order was 
placed through the Telan-
gana Powerloom Textile 
Development Corpora-
tion, officials said.

BRS MP Keshava Rao moves suspension of business notice in Rajya 
Sabha to discuss “abuse of central agencies”

Telangana CM KCR Undergoes Medical Tests 
for Abdominal Discomfort in Hyderabad

Hyderabad: Telangana 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao was 
taken to AIG Hospitals 
in Gachibowli after he 
complained of abdominal 
discomfort on Sunday. 
The doctors examined 
and made him undergo 
a few tests like CT and 
Endoscopy at the hos-

pital. “This is to inform 
that Hon’ble Chief Min-
ister of Telangana, Sri K 
Chandrashekar Rao garu 
developed Abdominal 
Discomfort today morn-
ing, following which he 
was examined by him,” 
Dr D Nageshwar Reddy, 
Chairman of AIG hospi-
tals, said in a statement. 

Powered by The chief 
minister has developed a 
small ulcer in the stom-
ach and the doctors are 
providing treatment to 
him. Dr Nageshwar Red-
dy said all other param-
eters of KCR are normal 
and he is put on some 
medication.

BRS gears up for showdown with BJP in 
Parliament from Monday

Hyderabad: The Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) 
is gearing up for a show-
down with the BJP-led 
union government as the 
second phase of the Bud-
get session of the Parlia-
ment begins on Monday. 
The session is likely to 
continue till April 6. The 
party leadership has al-
ready finalised the strate-
gy and will raise the Hin-
denburg Research report 
on the Adani Group for 
discussion in both Hous-
es of the Parliament. The 
party will also take up 

the Women’s Reserva-
tion Bill, the harassment 
of Opposition parties by 
the ruling BJP misus-
ing the Central agencies 
and the issue of misuse 
of the Governor’s of-
fice. The MPs will also 
fight on pending issues 
pertaining to the State 
including pending funds. 
During the first phase of 
the budget session, Op-
position parties includ-
ing the BRS, brought the 
proceedings to a stall in 
both the Houses of Par-
liament over the Hinden-

burg Research report on 
Adani. There was a huge 
uproar from the Opposi-
tion benches, with the 
BRS members raising 
slogans and holding plac-
ards. They also staged 
protests near the Ma-
hatma Gandhi statue on 
the Parliament premises 
throughout the first phase 
of the Budget session 
of the Parliament. BRS 
President and Chief Min-
ister K Chandrashekhar 
Rao has directed party 
MPs to work in coordina-
tion with other Opposi-

tion parties in their fight 
against the BJP at the 
Centre. He also wanted 
them to ensure that the 
pending issues pertaining 
to the State are raised in 
the Parliament. Powered 
By VDO.AI PlayUnmute 
Fullscreen The relations 
between the ruling party 
and the Opposition have 
soured over the last one 
month, which is likely to 
affect the proceedings in 
the Parliament. The BJP 
government has intensi-
fied intimidation tactics 
and has been targeting 

New Delhi: Ahead of the 
start of the second half 
of the Budget session on 
Monday, the Bharatiya 
Rashtriya Samiti (BRS) 
Rajya Sabha MP Kes-
hava Rao has given a 
suspension of business 
notice under Rule 267 
demanding discussion 
on the alleged “abuse” 
of central agencies by 
the government. In the 
letter addressed to Rajya 
Sabha Chairman, and 
Vice President Jagdeep 
Dhankar, BRS MP Kes-
hava Rao said, “I desire 
to move the Motion, un-
der Rule 267 (suspension 
of Business) of Rules of 
conduct of Business in 
the council to discuss the 
abuse of Central agencies 
like CBI and ED by the 

Government”. Rao fur-
ther added, “I therefore 
move the following mo-
tion: That this house sus-
pends the rule, pertaining 
to business listed in to-
day’s (13.03.23) Agenda 
as per the relevant Rules 
of conduct of Business 
in the council; and take 
up its discussion”. This 
follows after BRS MLC 
and Telangana CM K 
Chandrashekhar Rao‘s 
daughter K Kavitha was 
questioned by the En-
forcement Directorate on 
Saturday. Kavitha was 
questioned in connection 
with the Delhi Excise 
Policy case. She had also 
asked the federal probe 
agency to postpone her 
questioning to Saturday, 
citing her hunger strike 

in Delhi on Friday. The 
central agency agreed 
to her request and re-
scheduled the question-
ing for Saturday. Earlier, 
Communist Party of In-
dia (CPI) leader Binoy 
Viswam also gave the 
suspension of business 
notice, under Rule 267, 
to discuss the “post poll 
violence” in Tripura. 
Powered By VDO.AI 
PlayUnmute Fullscreen 
Viswam stated in the let-
ter, “Under Rule 267 of 
the Rule of Procedure, I 
hereby give notice to sus-
pend the business of the 
house for half an hour 
and to discuss the post 
poll violence in Tripura.” 
“The series of violent in-
cidents have made thou-
sands of innocent people 

homeless and several 
hundreds are injured,” 
he added. Binoy Viswam 
further added, “As we 
have seen there, the law 
and order situation is so 
worsened, that lives and 
property of citizens are 
under severe threat. This 
needs urgent discussion.” 
Other than Viswam, two 

Congress leaders have 
given adjournment mo-
tion notices.Congress MP 
Manickam Tagore has 
given adjournment mo-
tion notice in Lok Sabha 
to discuss the increase in 
the price of LPG for do-
mestic and commercial 
use. Congress MP.

CM K Chandrashekhar Rao’s instructions, KT Rama 
Rao chalks out action plan for BRS way ahead

Hyderabad: Stating that 
party activists were 
the core strength of the 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS), party work-
ing president KT Rama 
Rao on Sunday directed 
party leaders to organize 
get-togethers involving 
all ground level work-
ers and top rank leaders. 
The party has chalked out 
plans to complete these 
get-togethers within two 
months across the State. 
The idea was to further 
strengthen the party base 
and infuse new energy 
and to create awareness 

among the 60 lakh party 
activists across the State 
by conducting differ-
ent programmes. Rama 
Rao held a teleconfer-
ence with party leaders 
on Sunday after Chief 
Minister and BRS presi-
dent K Chandrashekhar 
Rao had issued specific 
instructions to leaders, 
especially elected public 
representatives, to stay 
put in their constituencies 
and work for strengthen-
ing the party. To this ef-
fect, the party has now 
designed different pro-
grammes, including the 

get-togethers. The task 
to organize these meet-
ings was entrusted to the 
local BRS MLAs and 
every 10 villages would 
be categorized as a unit 
for conducting the meet-
ings. In urban areas, a 
town or a few divisions 
in a town would be con-
sidered as a unit for con-
ducting the meetings. 
Right from constituency 
MPs and MLAs, all lead-
ers including Corpora-
tion chairpersons and 
other prominent leaders 
would be participating in 
the meetings. The BRS 

working president also 
directed party leaders to 
ensure that these meet-
ings were completed be-
fore the party Formation 
Day in April. BRS dis-
trict presidents have been 
instructed to prepare 
unit-wise meeting plans 
and share the schedule 
with the party headquar-
ters. The comprehensive 
schedule would have all 
the details, including the 
meetings planned on a 
particular day and loca-
tion. Measures should 
be taken to open all BRS 
district Offices at the ear-

KCR, Union Minister Kishan Reddy hail Oscar recognition to ‘Naatu Naatu’ song
Hyderabad: Telangana 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao, Union Tour-
ism and Culture Minister G 
Kishan Reddy, TDP chief N 
Chandrababu Naidu and 
several other leaders on 
Monday congratulated the 
‘RRR’ team over the ‘Naatu 
Naatu’ song from the Telu-
gu period action film win-
ning Oscar recognition. It 
is a matter of pride for all 
Telugus that a Telugu mov-
ie has won the Oscar award 
which is considered the 
most prestigious recogni-
tion in films at the interna-

tional level, Rao said. The 
words used in the ‘Naatu, 
Naatu’ song reflect Telan-
gana’s culture, the taste 
of Telugu people and the 
diversity in people’s lives, 
he said in a release. He had 
a special word of praise 
for lyricist Chandrabose 
who hails from a village in 
Jayashankar-Bhupalpally 
district in Telangana. The 
Oscar recognition to the 
‘Naatu Naatu’ song is a 
matter of pride for all Telu-
gus, Kishan Reddy said, 
wishing that the Telugu 
film industry should get 

more such global recogni-
tion with quality films. The 
TDP chief complimented 
the film’s director SS Raja-
mouli, composer MM Keer-
avani, actors Ram Charan 
and Junior NTR and others 
who are involved in mak-
ing the song. “Naatu Naatu’ 
has sealed its place in his-
tory by winning the Acad-
emy Award for Best Origi-
nal Song at the #Oscars. 
This is probably the finest 
moment for Indian Cinema 
and Telugus achieving it is 
even more special,” Chan-
drababu Naidu tweeted. 

He also congratulated 
Kartiki Gonsalves and her 
team for creating history 
by winning the Academy 
Award for Best Documen-
tary Short Film for ‘The El-
ephant Whisperers.’ Junior 
NTR, one of the heroes in 
‘RRR’, expressed happi-
ness over the Oscar and 
congratulated Rajamouli, 
Keeravani and others. “And 
we did it  #Oscars95 #Naa-
tuNaatu #RRRMovie Con-
gratulations @mmkeer-
avaani Sir ji, Jakkanna 
ssrajamouli, @boselyricist 
garu, the entire team and 

the nation,” Junior NTR, 
a grandson of legend-
ary former Chief Minister 
N T Rama Rao, tweeted. 
“Naatu Naatu,” the peppy, 
foot-tapping chartbuster 
from “RRR”, waltzed its 
way to history by becom-
ing the first Indian track to 
win the Academy Award 
in the Best Original Song 
category. Sir ji, Jakkanna 
ssrajamouli, @boselyricist 
garu, the entire team and 
the nation,” Junior NTR, 
a grandson of legendary 
former Chief Minister N T 
Rama Rao, tweeted.



State3 Indian Horizon Hyderabad
             Tuesday | March 14 |2023

“Congress Digging Modi’s Grave, I’m 
Busy Building Roads”: PM In Karnataka

Bengaluru: With strong 
anti-incumbency fuelled 
by a wave of corruption 
allegations in Karnataka, 
the BJP is now banking 
on Prime Minister Mo-
di’s popularity in hope of 
winning votes in Mandya 
- the region which has 
been the stronghold of its 
rival Janata Dal (Secular) 
or JDS for the election 
due later this year. The 
Prime Minister is laying 
the foundation stones of 
projects worth around ₹ 
16,000 crores in Mandya 
and Hubballi-Dharwad 
districts. He inaugurated 
the Bengaluru-Mysuru 
Expressway, which is a 

six-lane project of the 
Bengaluru-Nidaghatta-
Mysuru section of NH-
275. The 118 km long 
project has been devel-
oped at a total cost of 
around ₹ 8,480 crore 
and is expected to reduce 
the travel time between 
Bengaluru and Mysuru 
from around three hours 
to about 75 minutes. Tak-
ing a dig at Congress 
for raising the slogan 
‘Modi teri kabar khu-
degi’ (Modi, your grave 
would be dug), the Prime 
Minister said Congress is 
dreaming of digging his 
grave while he is busy 
in building Bengaluru-

Mysuru Expressway and 
easing the lives of poor. 
“Congress is dreaming of 
‘digging Modi’s grave’ 
but they don’t know that 
blessings of mothers, 
sisters and people of the 
country work as protec-
tion shield for me. They 
(Congress) leaders are 
busy dreaming of ‘dig-
ging Modi’s grave’ while 
I’m is busy in building 
Bengaluru-Mysuru Ex-
pressway and improving 
the lives of poor,” PM 
Modi said. Mandya is 
one among the nine dis-
tricts of the Old Mysore 
Region that includes My-
suru, Chamarajanagar, 
Ramanagara, Bengaluru 
Rural, Kolar, Chikka-
ballapur, Tumakuru, and 
Hassan districts. The Old 
Mysore Region, with 
61 assembly seats, is a 
stronghold of the JDS. 
The Congress has also 
been a major force in the 
area. In 2018, the BJP 
did exceptionally well 
in coastal Karnataka and 

the Mumbai-Karnataka 
regions. However, it fell 
short of a clear majority 
in parts of the old My-
suru region and the Hy-
derabad-Karnataka re-
gion. The BJP flagged off 
the Vijay Sankalp Yatra, 
the first among the four 
planned yatras among the 
four corners of the state, 
from the Chamarajanagar 
assembly seat. And now 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will be holding 
his second roadshow in 
Mandya, which has sev-
en constituencies, ahead 
of the 2023 elections. 
During the previous elec-
tion in 2018, JDS won 
all seven assembly con-
stituencies in the Vokka-
liga heartland - Mandya. 
However, the following 
year, in 2019, Narayana 
Gowda, who won in JDS 
ticket from the KR Pet 
constituency, defected 
to the BJP and won the 
2019 by-polls giving the 
BJP its first-ever win in 
the JDS bastion. The BJP 

is now wooing voters 
with infrastructure devel-
opment, hoping to con-
vert that into votes. Pro-
motedListen to the latest 
songs, only on JioSaavn.
com While one may have 
defected to the BJP from 
the JDS in 2019, the BJP 
is hoping for winnable 
candidates of the JDS 
and Congress to join its 
fold ahead of elections, 
as it is scrambling for big 
faces. Post a comment 
Reliable sources within 
the BJP tell NDTV that 
“just ahead of elections, 
when the candidates’ list 
is being finalised, about 
eight to ten winnable 
candidates from JDS and 
Congress will be brought 
to the BJP and will be 
fielded from the Mandya, 
Mysuru, and Chamara-
janagar constituencies. 
We are also banking on 
Sumalatha’s popular-
ity to consolidate votes. 
Central Minister.

Bengaluru: With the Kar-
nataka Assembly elec-
tions two months away, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will today hold a 
roadshow in the JD(S)-
Congress stronghold of 
Mandya district of the 
state in BJP’s big push 
to retain power. This will 
be the Prime Minister’s 
sixth visit in less than 
two months to the south-
ern state, which will go 
to the polls in May this 
year. The Prime Minis-
ter will lay the founda-
tion stones of projects 
worth around ₹ 16,000 
crores in Mandya and 
Hubballi-Dharwad dis-
tricts. PromotedListen 
to the latest songs, only 
on JioSaavn.com While 
in Mandya, at around 12 
noon, the Prime Minister 
will dedicate and lay the 
foundation stone of key 
road projects, at around 
3:15 pm, he will inaugu-
rate and lay the founda-
tion stone of various de-
velopment initiatives in 
Hubbali-Dharwad. Prime 

Minister Modi will then 
inaugurate the Bengalu-
ru-Mysuru Expressway, 
which is a six-lane proj-
ect of the Bengaluru-Ni-
daghatta-Mysuru section 
of NH-275. The 118 km 
long project has been 
developed at a total cost 
of around ₹ 8,480 crore 
and is expected to reduce 
the travel time between 
Bengaluru and Mysuru 
from around three hours 
to about 75 minutes. 
PM Modi will also lay 
the foundation stone for 
the 92 km long Mysuru-
Khushalnagar four lane 
highway, developed at a 
cost of around ₹ 4,130 
crore. The project will 
boost connectivity of 

Kushalnagar with Beng-
aluru and will help halve 
the travel time from about 
five to only 2.5 hours. Af-
ter inaugurating a slew of 
projects in Mandya, the 
Prime Minister will head 
to Dharwad to inaugurate 
IIT Dharwad, which has 
been developed at a cost 
of over ₹ 850 crore. The 
foundation stone for the 
institute was laid by the 
Prime Minister in Feb-
ruary 2019. Post a com-
ment Thereafter, he will 
dedicate to the nation the 
longest railway platform 
in the world at Sri Sid-
dharoodha Swamiji Hub-
balli Station, which has 
been recognised by the 
Guinness Book.

Karimnagar Dairy launches 16 flavours 
of ice creams into market 

Dr Srinivas Vooradi 
Karimnagar, March 13: 
Expanding its wide range 
of products, the Karim-
nagar Milk Producer 
Company Limited also 
known as Karimnagar 
Dairy has launched the 
sale of its ice creams at 
its dairy parlours across 
the Telangana State. Be-
sides, it has also launched 
Karimnagar Dairy bis-
cuits (Osmania), Rusk 
biscuits and Manair curd. 
Telangana State Planning 
Board Vice Chairman B 
Vinod Kumar along with 

Karimnagar Dairy Chair-
man Ch Rajeshwara Rao 
has formally launched 
the ice creams, biscuits, 

rusk and curd products 
into the market on the 
dairy premises in Karim-
nagar town on Monday. 

The Karimnagar Dairy 
would be selling 16 va-
rieties of ice creams in-
cluding cups, cones, bars 

and other novelties in 
different flavours such 
as butterscotch, vanilla, 
mango, chocolate, kulfi, 
and others. Along with 
the existing Karimnagar 
Dairy curd, the dairy 
has also launched its 
new product Karimnagar 
Dairy Manair Curd made 
of toned milk and double 
toned milk in five kgs and 
10 kgs buckets for com-
mercial needs. The dairy 
also launched Karim-
nagar Dairy biscuits (Os-
mania) in 400 grams, 200 
grams.

PM To Open Karnataka 
Expressway In Latest Poll Push 

In Rivals’ Stronghold

Birthday celebrations of MLC Kavitha 
were grandly organised  

Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : Nizam-
abad March 13 ; Today 
the district youth leaders, 
Zilla Parishad Financial 
Planning Sangh mem-
bers, District Olympic Vice 
Presidents ZPTC Bajireddy 
Jaganmohan were cel-
ebrated the birth day of 
MLC K. Kavitha in a grand 
manner. Today, on the oc-
casion of the birthday of 
Kalvakuntla Kavitha , Presi-
dent of Bharat Jagruti and 
Member of the Legislative 
Council of Local Bodies, 
Shiva Panchayatana per-

formed special pooja to 
Lord Lingeswara at Kashi 
Vishwanatha Temple. A 
cake was cut and distrib-
uted among the children 
in Manavata Sadan at Di-
chpally mandal center 
and later participated in 
a voluntary blood dona-
tion camp. After that he 
participated in the dedica-
tion ceremony of Krishna 
Bhagwan Mandir idol in 
Mittapally village of Dich-
pally Mandal along with 
Hon’ble  MLC V. Gangad-
har Goud. MLC Gangad-
har Goud, Joint Districts 

IDCMS Chairman Sambari 
Mohan, KCR Sevadal Con-
vener Devender, Mandal 
Presidents Chintam Srini-
vas, Former Presidents 
Krishna, Sarpanch Forum 
Presidents Mohan Reddy, 
Indalwai Society Chair-
man Goverdhan, Local 
Sarpanch Ganesh,  Former 
General Secretary Odam 
Narsaiah, Sarpanchs, Yu-
suf, Padmarao, Jagadish, 
leaders and activists of all 
affiliated organisations of 
TRS party, village people 
and devotees were partici-
pated .

Indian Horizon Bureau Chief M.A.Samad : BRS leaders Celebrated a Grand Birthday 
of MLC Kalvakuntla Kavita at MLA Camp Office in Nizamabad. In the above occasion 
Mayor Dandu Neetu Kiran, Nuda Chairman Prabhaker Reddy, directors Dandu Rajen-
dra Prasad, Akhter Khan, Sirpa Raju, Thakur, Naveed Iqbal, M.A.Bari, and party followers 
were present.

Indian Horizon Bureau Chief M.A.Samad : Today in Nizamabad town  Kumargally 
Munnuru Kapu New Community Hall Inauguration program was attended by my 
TSWCDC Chairperson Akula Lalita Raghavender Sangam President Bantu Balram, Akula 
Bhushan, Bantu Veeresh, Bantu Ram Kumar, Jilakara Lakshman, Mettu Rajeshwar, Nars-
ing Rao, Satish, Shekhar, Gopu Anil and Raju were participated.

Godavarikhani artist ‘Magic’ Raja wins  ‘Spoorthi 
Puraskararm- 2023’ *Two honours on a single day

Dr Srinivas Vooradi Goda-
varikhani, March 13: Lo-
cal artist ‘Magic’ Raja was 
honoured with ‘Spoorthi 
Puraskararm- 2023’ at a 
programme conducted 
at the Ravindra Bharathi 
in Hyderabad on Sunday 
evening. Ramagundam 
MLA Korukanti Chander 
presented the award to 
him in the presence of 
several artists, poets and 
writers at the anniversary 
celebrations Vasundhara 
Vaignanika Vikasa Man-
dali. Meanwhile, the com-
edy skit ‘Pashuvula Kapari’ 
performed by Raja along 
with members MV Subrah-
manyam and RV Ramana 
at the ‘Navvula Nazarana’ 
comedy show held under 
the auspices of Telangana 

Government Language 
and Culture Department 
and Hyderabad Humor 
Club at Ghantasala Kala 
Pranganam in Ravindra 
Bharathi, Hyderabad, on 
Sunday night entertained 
the audience. Later, emi-
nent film director Chandra 
Mahesh, film and TV actor 
Ashok Kumar, Doordar-
shan Yadagiri programme 
director Kameshwari, Va-
ranasi Ramakrishna, and 
others  honored Raja and 
congratulated him. He was 
offered a shawl at the pro-
gramme. In these separate 
programs, the founding 
president of Vasundhara 
Sanstha Madhukar Vaid-
yula, members E Venkata 
Reddy, Katkuri Shankar 
along with Naleswaram 

Shankar, Pattipaka Mohan, 
Kotla Venkateshwar Reddy, 
Daivagna Sharma, Swami 
Reddy, ‘Maunasree’ Mallik, 
Kandukuri Sriramulu, Mo-
hanakrishna, Sampath, Ra-
manamurthy, Sharada, Jy-

oti and others participated. 
Meanwhile, the members 
of Smile Please Laughing 
Club, Ramagundam, Art-
ists Welfare Association, 
Near and Dear, Godavari 
Sarigamalu, Ramagundam 

Youtubers Association and 
friends congratulated Raja 
for receiving honours at 
two different venues on 
the same day at Ravindra 
Bharti.

P Pravinya taking over charge as the Collector of 
Warangal district on Monday
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“ N o  I n t e n t i o n  T o  H u r t ” :  L a w y e r s  A f t e r 
R o w  O v e r  D e l h i  C o u r t ’ s  H o l i  E v e n t

New Delhi: The president 
of the New Delhi Bar As-
sociation (NDBA), Jag-
deep Vats, in a statement 
on Sunday, said that there 
was no intention to disre-
spect or hurt any mem-
ber of the Bar whether 
a woman or man. The 
Delhi High Court had 
condemned the ‘inap-
propriate’ dance perfor-

mances held on March 6 
during the ‘Holi Milan’ 
function organized by the 
NDBA, on the premises 
of Patiala House Court 
(PHC) Complex, New 
Delhi. In a conversation 
to ANI, Jagdeep Vats 
said, “The whole issue 
is an effort to defame the 
lawyers and the judiciary. 
It was a cultural program 

comprising Ganesh Van-
dana, Bhangra and Radha 
Krishna Dance. There 
are videos of these per-
formances also. People 
who are raising the issue 
only shared the videos of 
film songs.” Jagdeep Vats 
said that the girls who 
were performing the film 
songs are also our sisters, 
they are artists and they 

also should be respected. 
He said that the entire ef-
fort is to show that the 
women have been dis-
respected. “We respect 
all the women and the 
artists. We should have 
a clean outlook towards 
everyone,” Jagdeep Vats 
added. “We had no in-
tention to hurt anyone’s 
emotions. We always 
work while keeping in 
mind the respect of the 
Bar and judiciary,” Jag-
deep Vats told ANI. He 
also said that the songs 
performed in the function 
are film songs that were 
passed by the Censor 
Board. There was no nu-
dity in the performance. 
Jagdeep Vats also added, 
“The film song perfor-
mances were not there 
in the list of events. The 
responsibility of the pro-
gramme was assigned to 
different people.” He said 
that the program went 
smooth and no untow-
ard incident towards any 
lawyer was reported. No 

one directly made a com-
plaint to the Bar but an e-
mail was directly sent to 
the Chief Justice of India. 
He said that a show cause 
notice has been received. 
Reply will be filed after 
the meeting of the Bar 
executives on March 13. 
Jagdeep Vats added that 
the whole issue has been 
raised with political mo-
tives to harm the dignity 
of the lawyer and judi-
ciary. Some people are 
working on their hidden 
agenda and defaming 
the Bar. In the Holi Mi-
lan function on March 6, 
performances allegedly 
on the item numbers by 
the women artists were 
staged. The incident 
came to light through let-
ters by lawyers saying it 
was inappropriate to or-
ganise such performance. 
Thereafter, the Delhi 
High Court intervened 
in the issues and directed 
the Principal District and 
Sessions Judge to issue 
show cause notice.

Maximum temperature crosses 34 degree 
Celsius, Delhi records hottest day of season
NEW DELHI: Delhi re-
corded the hottest day of 
the season as the maxi-
mum temperature rose to 
34.1 degrees Celsius, five 
degrees above normal, 
on Sunday at Safdarjung, 
which is the city’s base 
station. Prior to this, the 
highest maximum tem-
perature recorded this 
season was 33.6 degrees 
Celsius on February 20. 
Though there is a pos-
sibility of very light rain 
or drizzle on Tuesday, the 
maximum temperature is 
expected to rise further to 
35 degrees on Wednes-
day at Safdarjung. Data 
from the India Meteo-
rological Department 
(IMD) shows that the day 
temperature crossed 35 
degrees Celsius in a few 
areas on Sunday. At 35.6 
degrees, Najafgarh was 
the hottest station on Sun-
day. Ridge in north Delhi 
and Pitampura reported 
the maximum tempera-
ture at 35.4 degrees Cel-
sius and Sports Complex 
near Akshardham saw 
the day temperature at 

35.2 degrees Celsius. 
The maximum tempera-
tures at Palam, Lodhi 
Road and Ayanagar were 
reported to be 33.6, 34.8 
and 34.2 degrees Cel-
sius respectively. The 
minimum temperature 
settled at 15.2 degrees 
Celsius on Sunday. The 
relative humidity oscil-
lated between 27% and 
85%. The IMD forecast 
said the maximum tem-
perature is likely to hover 
around 34 degrees Cel-
sius for the next two days 
and may rise further to 35 
degrees on Wednesday 
and Thursday. “Under 
the influence of a west-
ern disturbance, the ar-
eas in NCR are likely to 
receive rain on Tuesday. 
However, there is a pos-
sibility of very light rain 
or drizzle at only one or 
two places in Delhi. Due 
to partly cloudy skies, the 
day temperature is likely 
to stay around 34 degrees 
Celsius,” said Kuldeep 
Srivastava, scientist and 
head, Regional Weath-
er Forecasting Centre, 

IMD. He added that af-
ter the impact of western 
disturbance is over, the 
maximum temperature 
may witness a slight rise. 
The minimum tempera-
ture is likely to rise to 16 
degrees Celsius on Mon-
day and may touch 18 de-
grees Celsius on March 
18. Delhi’s air quality, 
meanwhile, deteriorated 
to ‘poor’ category on 
Sunday. The overall Air 
Quality Index (AQI) of 
the capital was 216 on 
Sunday, as against 200 in 
the ‘moderate’ category 
on Saturday. The Com-
mission for Air Quality 
Management in the na-
tional capital region and 
adjoining areas (CAQM) 
had revoked stage I of 
Graded Response Action 
Plan (GRAP) on Thurs-
day. Stage I of GRAP is 
implemented when there 
is a forecast that the AQI 
may reach the ‘poor’ cat-
egory. According to the 
Air Quality Early Warn-
ing System for Delhi, the 
air quality is likely to de-
teriorate.

Commuters Brace For Jams Again As 
Another Delhi Flyover Shuts For Repair

New Delhi: IT profes-
sional Prerna Singh 
breathed a sigh of relief 
when the Ashram flyover 
reopened last week after 
being shut for close to 
100 days. Residing in Va-
sant Kunj and travelling 
to Noida every day, the 
24-year-old was among 
thousands of south Del-
hi residents who had to 
overcome traffic snarls 
to reach her workplace 
during this period. Now, 
she is bracing to contend 
with another months-
long round of snarls. 
Traffic will be affected 
on certain routes in south 
Delhi for repair work 
on one of the carriage-
ways of the Chirag Delhi 
flyover on Outer Ring 

Road. The flyover will 
remain closed for 25 days 
from Sunday for the first 
round of repair works, 
officials said. “I live in 
Vasant Kunj and have 
to travel to Noida every 
day. This will be a head-
ache for me. First, we 
had to suffer because of 
construction on the Ash-
ram flyover and now (the 
authorities are closing the 
flyover at) Chirag Delhi. 
“It will create a delay of 
at least an hour in my 
journey. I can’t take the 
metro as I work late. The 
alternative routes will 
only be longer. I wish the 
work is done quickly,” 
Singh said. For some, the 
feeling of deja vu began 
on Sunday itself as traf-

fic snarls gripped parts 
of south Delhi. “I came 
from Noida to my office 
on Press Enclave Marg. 
The sudden closure of a 
flyover carriageway has 
led to traffic jams and that 
too on a Sunday,” said 
Shashank Singh, who 
works for a law firm. “I 
had to take a turn towards 
Lal Bahadur Shastri Marg 
but was stuck in a traffic 
jam for 40 minutes,” he 
added. Commuters rued 
that their journeys would 
be prolonged because 
of the carriageway clo-
sure. Uday Bhardwaj, a 
private sector employee, 
said, “With the closure 
of a flyover carriageway, 
I will face a lot of prob-
lems in reaching my of-

fice at Panchsheel Park. 
“I live in Noida and it 
usually took me 40 min-
utes to reach but now I 
will have to take a longer 
route that might be over-
crowded due to diver-
sions. There should be a 
systematic way to repair 
(these flyovers) and one 
should not stop their 
functioning anytime they 
want.” There is also ap-
prehension that Navratri 
festivities, which com-
mences later this month, 
will make crossing the 
areas around the flyover a 
nightmare. “This will af-
fect daily commuters for 
the next 50 days, particu-
larly around April 21 to 
29 as there will be heavy 
footfall of devotees near 

the Kalkaji temple area 
for Navratri. “When the 
Ashram flyover was re-
opened, we thought that 
we will finally get some 
relief from Delhi’s no-
torious traffic,” said 
Bhaskar Sinha, a banker. 
Bhaskar Sinha, however, 
remains optimistic and 
said despite the short-
term hassle, eventually 
they will be the ones who 
benefit. According to a 
Delhi Traffic Police ad-
visory, repair work will 
be taken up on the Nehru 
Place-IIT carriageway 
first. Due to the flyover’s 
closure, commuters trav-
elling towards all major 
south Delhi areas, in-
cluding Malviya Nagar, 
Panchsheel.

Water Supply To Be Affected In 
These Areas On March 13,14

New Delhi: Due to some 
maintenance work at So-
nia Vihar Water Treat-
ment Plant, the water 
supply in many South 
Delhi areas would be af-
fected on March 13 and 
14, said Delhi Jal Board 
on Sunday. “The water 
supply in South Delhi 
main from Sonia Vihar 

Water Treatment Plant 
shall remain affected 
for 12 hours on 13-03-
2023 from 10:00 am on-
wards. The water supply 
will not be available on 
13.03.2023 (evening) 
and will be available at 
low pressure in morn-
ing of 14.03.2023,” said 
the DJB statement. The 

statement has listed areas 
including Kailash Nagar, 
Sarai Kale Khan, Jal Vi-
har, Lajpat Nagar, Mool-
chand Hospital, Greater 
Kailash, Vasant Kunj, 
Devli, Ambedkar Nagar, 
Okhla, Kalkaji, Kalkaji 
Extn., Govindpuri, G B 
Pant polytechnic, Shyam 
Nagar Colony, Okhla 
Sabzi Mandi, Amar 
Colony, Dakshin Puri, 
Panchsheel Park, Shah-
pur Jat, Kotla Mubarak 
Pur, Sarita Vihar, Sidhar-
tha Nagar, Apollo, G K 
North, Malviya Nagar, 
Deer Park, Gitanjali En-
calve, Sri Niwaspuri, G 
K South, Chhatarpur, 
part of NDMC and their 
adjoining areas where the 
water supply will be af-
fected.

Man shot dead at property dealer’s office in 
Delhi’s Rohini

NEW DELHI: A person 
was killed in an alleged 
firing incident at a prop-
erty dealer’s office at 
Sector 22 in Delhi’s Ro-
hini on Saturday. “The 
deceased has been identi-
fied as Yogesh,” the police 
said. According to deputy 
commissioner of police, 
GS Sidhu, the victim was 
sitting with his friends 
at a property dealer’s of-
fice, during which some 
unidentified miscreants 
came and fired around 
three rounds at them. In 
the firing, a person named 
Yogesh died due to a bul-

let injury in his neck, he 
said. While talking to 
ANI, DCP Sidhu said, “A 
PCR call was received 
at 9pm stating that firing 
has been noticed in the 
office of a property dealer 
in the Aman Vihar police 
station area. Upon receiv-
ing the information, the 
police team reached the 
spot.” Informing about 
the incident, DCP said, “ 
Around four to five mis-
creants came from out-
side and opened three 
rounds of fire at a proper-
ty dealer’s office in which 
a young man named Yo-

gesh died.” “Yogesh was 
a car mechanic and he 
often used to sit with his 
friends in the office of this 
property dealer. A prelim-
inary probe suggests that 
there was an old enmity 
between the accused and 
the deceased, however, 
the exact reason for the 
murder will be clear only 
after the investigation. 
We have registered a case 
under section 302 and 
our team has started the 
search operation to nab 
the accused,” DCP Sidhu 
added. Meanwhile, the 
deceased’s brother.

Brothers, 5 And 7, Killed By Stray Dogs In Delhi In Last 3 Days
New Delhi: Two brothers 
were mauled to death by 
stray dogs in south Del-
hi’s Vasant Kunj in the 
last three days, the po-
lice said today. The first 
incident took place on 
Friday when seven-year-
old Anand was mauled 
by a stray in the Sindhi 
Camp near Vasant Kunj. 
The Sindhi Camp area 
comprises slums that 
are built on forest land. 
The second attack took 
place two days later, to-
day, when five-year-old 
Aditya, Anand’s brother, 
stepped out of his shanty 
to urinate and was at-
tacked by dogs, a rela-

tive of the boy said. “It’s 
an unfortunate incident, 
but when the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) was in 
power in the Municipal 

Corporation, such an in-
cident did not occur. It’s 
been three months, and 
the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) is busy with cor-

ruption, protests, and 
appointing ministers,” 
south Delhi MP Ramesh 
Bidhuri said. “Catch-
ing stray dogs is MCD’s 

responsibility, and the 
AAP government is not 
doing its job. The people 
of Delhi have to decide 
whether they want free-
bies and get destroyed 
like Sri Lanka or protect 
their children,” the BJP 
MP added. Post a com-
ment Terming it as neg-
ligence of the civic body, 
BJP Councillor from 
the area, Inderjeet Sher-
awat, said, “In a month, 
I have complained to the 
MCD department mul-
tiple times to catch stray 
dogs in the area, but the 
department said they do 
not have the logistics to 
do that as their.

Delhi Police arrest 12 for trafficking, Rs 
3.5-crore drugs seized

NEW DELHI: The 
Crime Branch of Delhi 
Police has arrested 12 
people for drug traffick-
ing. Cops have recovered 
Malana cream worth 
Rs 3.5 crore. Accord-
ing to police, due to the 
high demand for Mala-
na cream, the accused 
formed the gang and 
started the drug cartel. 
Special commissioner of 
police (crime) Ravindra 

Singh Yadav said, some 
inputs about an interstate 
syndicate involved in 
drug trafficking from Hi-
machal Pradesh to Mum-
bai and Gujarat through 
Delhi were received. 
Cops then launched mul-
tiple operations. “In the 
first operation, Ses Ram, 
a resident of Himachal 
Pradesh, who used to 
supply charas to Delhi 
and other states of India, 

was nabbed from Sabzi 
Mandi railway station 
and 1.16 kg charas was 
recovered from him,” 
Yadav said. Later, one 
more accused, Mayur 
Khade - who was the re-
ceiver of the drugs - was 
arrested from Mumbai. 
During the second opera-
tion, eight people were 
arrested and around 2kg 
charas was recovered 
from the possession of 

one of the accused. On 
information received 
from Ses Ram, a raid 
was conducted at Pan-
dav Nagar and two more 
men were apprehended 
along with contraband. 
Two packets with total 
300gm of drugs were re-
covered from them. Two 
packets with total 300gm 
of drugs were recovered 
from them. 300gm of 
drugs were.

D e l h i  t o  a d d  1 0 0  e l e c t r i c  b u s e s  t o 
D T C  f l e e t  b y  A p r i l  f i r s t  w e e k

NEW DELHI: Delhi re-
corded the hottest day of 
the season as the maximum 
temperature rose to 34.1 de-
grees Celsius, five degrees 
above normal, on Sunday 
at Safdarjung, which is the 
city’s base station. Prior to 
this, the highest maximum 
temperature recorded this 
season was 33.6 degrees 
Celsius on February 20. 
Though there is a possibility 
of very light rain or drizzle 
on Tuesday, the maximum 

temperature is expected to 
rise further to 35 degrees 
on Wednesday at Safdar-
jung. Data from the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) shows that the day 
temperature crossed 35 de-
grees Celsius in a few areas 
on Sunday. At 35.6 degrees, 
Najafgarh was the hottest 
station on Sunday. Ridge in 
north Delhi and Pitampura 
reported the maximum 
temperature at 35.4 de-
grees Celsius and Sports 

Complex near Akshardham 
saw the day temperature at 
35.2 degrees Celsius. The 
maximum temperatures 
at Palam, Lodhi Road and 
Ayanagar were reported to 
be 33.6, 34.8 and 34.2 de-
grees Celsius respectively. 
The minimum tempera-
ture settled at 15.2 degrees 
Celsius on Sunday. The 
relative humidity oscillated 
between 27% and 85%. The 
IMD forecast said the maxi-
mum temperature is likely 

to hover around 34 degrees 
Celsius for the next two 
days and may rise further to 
35 degrees on Wednesday 
and Thursday. “Under the 
influence of a western dis-
turbance, the areas in NCR 
are likely to receive rain on 
Tuesday. However, there is 
a possibility of very light 
rain or drizzle at only one or 
two places in Delhi. Due to 
partly cloudy skies, the day 
temperature is likely to stay 
around 34 degrees.
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‘CM’ Of Maharashtra Currently Stands 
For ‘Corrupt Man’: Aaditya Thackeray

New Delhi: Launching a 
scathing attack on Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde, 
Shiv Sena (Uddhav Bala-
saheb Thackeray) lead-
er Aaditya Thackeray 
on Sunday (March 12, 
2023) said the acronym 
“CM” of Maharashtra 
currently stands for a 
“corrupt man”. Address-
ing a meeting of the 
party workers in Mum-
bai, Thackeray said that 
the “illegal and uncon-
stitutional chief minister 
will surely go”. He also 
slammed the Election 
Commission (EC) and 
alleged that it is “com-
pletely compromised”. 

He said the poll body’s 
decision to recognise the 
faction led by Eknath 
Shinde as the Shiv Sena 
and allot it the bow and 
arrow symbol was “dan-
gerous for democracy”. 
Thackeray, the former 
Maharashtra minister, 
also said that the flam-
ing torch (Mashaal) sym-
bol allotted to Shiv Sena 
(UBT) is the only light 
that will brighten the 
darkness caused by the 
betrayal and back-stab-
bing. He said the rebel 
MLAs led by Shinde had 
done the “dirty work” 
of toppling his father 
Uddhav-led Maha Vikas 

Aghadi government that 
had done good work of 
tackling the Covid-19 
pandemic and alleviating 
hardships of farmers af-
fected by the cyclone and 
unseasonably rains when 
in power. “The Maha Vi-
kas Aghadi government 
was leading Maharash-
tra to a golden period. 
An investment of Rs 6.5 
lakh crore was made dur-
ing the MVA rule of 2.5 
years and 93 per cent of 
the investment proposals 
had been implemented,” 
he said. He said the in-
vestments attracted by 
Maharashtra during the 
MVA rule were shifted 
to Gujarat (under the 
Eknath Shinde-BJP dis-
pensation). Thackeray 
said the Bharatiya Janata 
Party must be wondering 
whether the happening 
(the pulling down of the 
government) was right 
or wrong. “Maharashtra 
didn’t like betrayals and 
this is the reason the lo-
cal body elections, which 
are overdue, are not be-
ing held,” the Worli 

MLA said. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Design an app in 
under 3 hours -  Free Live 
Masterclass Scaler Acad-
emy Cloud Architect 
Certification Master’s 
Program Intellipaat He 
exuded confidence that 
Shiv Sena (UBT) will 
win the Mumbai civic 
polls whenever they are 
held. “You need to have 
a clean heart and strength 
to carry the bow and ar-
row. Merely getting the 
bow and arrow (symbol) 
is not enough,” he said. 
Thackeray said none of 
the 40 MLAs who defect-
ed to the Shinde camp 
has categorically stated 
that they haven’t taken 
money to do so. “The 40 
MLAs betrayed Uddhav 
Thackeray. How can they 
remain true to the people 
and the state?” he asked. 
Thackeray said their Hin-
dutva is “inclusive and 
everyone’s blood is red”. 
The Thackeray camp has 
alleged the exchange of 
money in rebel MLAs 
switching.

BJP Unleashed “Unbridled Attacks” On 
People After Tripura Win: CPI(M) MP

New Delhi: Rajya Sabha 
MP Elamaram Kareem 
who led an 8-member 
fact-finding team to Tri-
pura in the post-poll vio-
lence-hit areas on Sunday 
alleged that the Bharatiya 
Janata Party workers un-
leashed “unbridled at-
tacks” on the people, par-
ticularly Opposition in 
the name of celebration 
after the party retained 
power in the recently 
concluded Assembly 
elections. The delegation 
comprising the Opposi-
tion parties CPI(M), CPI, 
and Congress which were 
allies in the Tripura As-
sembly polls had visited 
the state to take stock of 
the situation in the areas 
where the post-poll vio-
lence was allegedly wit-
nessed. Returning from 
the northeastern state on 
Saturday night, the lead-
ers held a press confer-
ence in the national capi-
tal on Sunday in which 
they alleged that violence 
had been unleashed on 
the opposition leaders 
and their supporters af-

ter the poll results were 
declared on March 2. 
“What we witnessed and 
heard from the members 
of victim families were 
beyond imagination and 
far more shocking than 
we apprehended. We are 
in doubt, whether in any 
state of the country, the 
such backlash is carried 
out by the ruling party 
on the followers of op-
ponents only because 
they didn’t support the 
ruling party and worked 
for the opposition in the 
just concluded Assembly 
election,” Elamaram Ka-
reem said. “The victims 
informed us that the en-
tire state sparked with an 
unprecedented backlash 
of terror and intimida-
tions just at the moment 
the BJP got a majority in 
the counting of votes on 
2nd March 2023. In the 
name of celebration of 
victory by the ruling BJP, 
its unruly workers let 
loose unbridled attacks 
with inhuman ferocity on 
the people particularly 
targeting the opposition 

leaders, workers, and 
supporters that resulted 
in the loss and destruc-
tion of huge number 
properties,” the CPI(M) 
MP said. Kareem further 
alleged that their team 
faced an attack in the 
Sepahijala district from a 
group of people chanting 
religious slogans. “In-
human physical attacks 
were carried on hun-
dreds of opposition cad-
res and supporters who-
ever they came across. 
Amidst these visits, one 
of the teams, comprising 
CPI(M) State Secretary 
Jitendra Chaudhary, Con-
gress Lok Sabha MP Ab-
dul Khalique, and AICC 
General Secretary Ajoy 

Kumar, which was visit-
ing parts of Bishalgarh in 
Sepahijala district, faced 
an attack at Nehalchan-
dranagar village from a 
group of people chanting 
“Jai Shri Ram”,” he said. 
The CPI(M) MP claimed 
that the policemen who 
were present on the spot 
of the alleged incident did 
not take any action and 
remained a mute spec-
tators. “The policemen 
present on the spot stayed 
completely inactive even 
as the mob hurled stones 
and vandalized our vehi-
cles. This sort of attacks 
in Tripura remind us of 
a semi-fascist dispensa-
tion,” he alleged.

Budget Session To Resume Today, Opposition 
To Corner Modi Govt On Several Issues

New Delhi: The second 
leg of the Budget session 
will commence on Mon-
day with the government 
asserting that its priority is 
to pass the Finance Bill and 
the Opposition planning to 
raise issues like the action 
of central agencies against 
the BJP’s political rivals 
and allegations against the 
Adani group. Leader of Op-
position in Rajya Sabha and 
Congress President Mal-
likarjun Kharge asserted 
that they want to play a con-
structive role in making the 
government accountable 
and sought a discussion in 
the House on “every burn-
ing issue facing the nation”. 
Rajya Sabha Chairperson 
Jagdeep Dhankhar sought 
views of leaders of various 
political parties on ways 
to curb disruptions in the 
House at a meeting held on 
Sunday. Opposition mem-
bers raised the issue of al-
leged misuse of central 
agencies against non-BJP 

governments and the move 
to appoint Dhankhar’s per-
sonal staff on parliamentary 
committees. The opposition 
parties will meet on Mon-
day morning to evolve their 
strategy in both Houses of 
Parliament after protests by 
them on the Hindenburg-
Adani issue overshadowed 
most of the first half of the 
Budget session. Manickam 
Tagore, Congress Whip in 
Lok Sabha, told PTI that 
his party wants the Opposi-
tion to take a united stand. 
“We will continue to raise 
people’s issues - price rise, 
LPG cost, Adani, misuse 
of agencies, farmers issues, 
governors’ intervention. 
We will continue to work 
with all like-minded par-
ties. Tomorrow’s meeting 
is called for the purpose as 
we want the Opposition to 
be united.” Congress leader 
K Suresh maintained that 
his party would continue to 
demand answers from the 
government on the Adani-

Hindenburg issue as it has 
been keeping a studied si-
lence. The principal opposi-
tion party has been pressing 
for a Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (JPC) probe. 
The opposition parties are 
also likely to vociferously 
raise the issue of recent 
raids by the CBI and the 
ED against their leaders, 
some of whom were ques-
tioned and even arrested in 
various cases. They have 
accused the BJP-led gov-
ernment at the Centre of 
misusing the central agen-
cies to target leaders of the 
BJP’s rival parties. Minister 
of State for Parliamentary 
Affairs Arjunram Megh-
wal told PTI on Sunday that 
the top-most priority for 
the government is the pas-
sage of the Financial Bill. 
He said discussions will be 
held on demands for grants 
of ministries including Rail-
ways, Panchayati Raj, Tour-
ism, Culture and Health. 
Speaker Om Birla will later 

apply the guillotine, after 
which all the outstanding 
demands for grants, wheth-
er discussed or not, will 
be put to vote and passed. 
“Then we will get the Fi-
nance Bill passed. After 
that we’ll look into the de-
mands of the Opposition... 
The first responsibility of 
the government is to get the 
Finance Bill passed. Then 
we will hold discussions 
on issues the Opposition’s 
demands,” he said. The ses-
sion, which began on Janu-

ary 31, is likely to conclude 
on April 6. Parliament is 
meeting after a month-long 
recess which allows vari-
ous parliamentary panels 
to scrutinise allocations 
made in the Union Budget 
for different ministries. On 
Monday, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman will 
present Supplementary De-
mands for Grants - Second 
Batch for 2022-23. She will 
also table the budget for the 
Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Popularity Of ‘Naatu Naatu’ Is ‘Global’, 
Says PM Modi After It Wins Oscars

New Delhi: As film-
maker SS Rajamouli’s 
blockbuster “RRR” won 
the Academy Award in 
the Best Original Song 
category for “Naatu Naa-
tu”, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Monday 
(March 13, 2023) said 
that the popularity of the 
hit number is “global”. 
Calling the Oscar award 
“exceptional”, Modi said 
that “Naatu Naatu” will 
be a song that will be 
remembered for years 
to come. “India is elated 

and proud,” PM Modi 
said in a tweet. Excep-
tional! The popularity of 
‘Naatu Naatu’ is global. 
It will be a song that will 
be remembered for years 
to come. Congratulations 
to @mmkeeravaani, @
boselyricist and the en-
tire team for this pres-
tigious honour. India is 
elated and proud. #Os-
cars https://t.co/cANG-
5wHROt — Narendra 
Modi (@narendramodi) 
March 13, 2023 95th 
Academy Awards: ‘Naa-

tu Naatu’ from ‘RRR’ 
scripts Oscars history, 
wins Best Original Song 
Filmmaker SS Rajamou-
li’s period action block-
buster “RRR” scripted 
history by becoming the 
first Indian track to win 
the Academy Award in 
the Best Original Song 
category for “Naatu 
Naatu”. #NaatuNaa-
tu #RRRMovie #Os-
cars95 pic.twitter.com/
yIDgYJlTXH by Tabool-
aSponsored LinksYou 
May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ 
to your name Golden 
Gate University Design 
an app in under 3 hours 
-  Free Live Masterclass 
Scaler Academy — RRR 
Movie (@RRRMovie) 
March 13, 2023 In the 
category, the Telugu song 
was nominated alongside 
‘Applause’ from ‘Tell It 
Like a Woman’, ‘Hold 
My Hand’ from ‘Top 
Gun: Maverick.

Akhilesh Yadav Targets UP Government Over 
Cop’s Rs 20 Lakh Bribe Video

Lucknow: After an old 
video of an IPS offi-
cer demanding money 
from a businessman did 
rounds on social media 
on Sunday, Samajwadi 
Party President Akh-
ilesh Yadav attacked the 
BJP government in Uttar 
Pradesh asking it wheth-
er it will take “bulldoz-
er” action against him. 
Since Mr Yadav’s tweet, 
a probe has been ordered 
against the officer who is 
posted in Varanasi, and 
the Commissioner there 

has been asked to submit 
his report in the matter. A 
video of IPS officer An-
irudh Singh showed up 
on media on Sunday in 
which he was seen asking 
someone on a video call 
to arrange for ₹ 20 lakh. 
The purported video has 
been stated to be of the 
time when Mr Singh was 
posted in Meerut district. 
“After this video of an 
IPS demanding money 
in UP, will the direction 
of bulldozers change to-
wards him or will the 

BJP government get rid 
of the matter by adding 
one more name to the list 
of absconding IPS? The 
people of UP are see-
ing the reality of BJP’s 
zero-tolerance towards 
crime,” SP President 
said on Twitter, posting 
a 10-second portion of 
the video. Meerut Po-
lice in its reply on Twit-
ter said, “This video is 
over 2 years old and does 
not have any connection 
with Meerut. Probe has 
been completed in the 

matter.” Later the state 
Director General of Po-
lice issued a statement 
saying police are probing 
the contents of the video, 
which is more than two 
years old. “A video of 
Shri Anirudh Singh, IPS 
officer appointed as SP 
Rural in district Meerut, 
is going viral in which he 
is seen conversing with 
a person through video 
call. On the basis of the 
said video, allegations of 
corruption are being lev-
elled against Singh.

Class 8th Girl Abducted From School, 
Molested, Video Uploaded On Social 

A 14-year-old girl was 
abducted from her school 
in Gurugram`s Sohna 
area and gang-raped by 
three youths, police said 
on Sunday. According 
to the complaint filed 
by the victim`s father, 
his daughter, a Class 8 
student, was abducted 
from her school during 
a sports programme on 
December 18 last year by 
three youths, who took 
her to a hilly area and 
took turns to rape her. 
They also threatened to 

kill her if she disclosed 
the incident to anyone. 
The three accused also 
made an objectionable 
video of the girl and up-
loaded it on social media 
recently. The victim`s fa-
ther told the police that 
the girl did not reveal the 
incident to anyone till 
now, but on Saturday, he 
came to know about the 
video and later she dis-
closed the incident and 
he reported the matter 
to the police. The police 
said two of the accused 

are students of another 
school studying in Class 
11 and Class 12 and the 
third is a dropout. “Po-
lice are conducting raids 
to arrest the accused and 
a medical examination of 

the girl has been done. 
The accused have been 
identified and will be ar-
rested soon,” said DCP, 
South, Upasana Singh. 
(The above article is 
sourced.

“Change Script And Dialogue Writer”
Patna: Three days after 
raids on his and his fam-
ily members’ houses in 
multiple states in connec-
tion with the land-for-jobs 
case, Bihar Deputy Chief 
Minister Tejashwi Yadav 
today again rubbished the 
allegations, and taunted 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Home Minister 

Amit Shah. In a dig at the 
Prime Minister’s ‘entire po-
litical science’ degree, and 
Mr Shah’s ‘understand the 
chronology’ remark, Te-
jashwi Yadav said they (the 
Yadav family) are real so-
cialists, not “fake entire po-
litical science people”, and 
offered a chronology of 
events leading to the raids. 

He also questioned what 
happened to sensational, 
headline-making claims of 
recovering thousands of 
crores in money and prop-
erties during earlier raids. 
“It takes courage to fight 
their lies, rumours, and po-
litical vendetta. We have 
the heart, the political 
space, integrity, and ideas. 

I said it the day we formed 
the government, that such 
attempts will be constant,” 
he said, claiming that he 
has repeatedly said they 
expected “vengeful” action 
from the Centre through 
its probe agencies in re-
sponse to ousting the BJP 
from power in Bihar. Refer-
ring to the Enforcement 

Directorate’s claim that 
they detected proceeds of 
crimes worth over ₹ 600 
crore in the recent raids, 
Mr Yadav demanded they 
first furnish details of the 
₹ 8,000 crore money laun-
dering racket they claimed 
to have unearthed in 2017 
raids, which they had said 
was linked to Rashtriya 

Janata Dal (RJD) patriarch 
Lalu Prasad Yadav’s family. 
“They did it in the same 
style in 2017. What hap-
pened to ₹ 8,000 crore? 
It’s nothing. They said they 
recovered a treasure from 
my house, they got noth-
ing. I am challenging them, 
they got nothing from me. 
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The Motley Crew of 
the Ban(dwagon)

It is a strange collection 
of people, groups and 
institutions that have 
come together to call 
for and order the ban-
ning of the screening of 
the documentary India’s 
Daughter. And in this 
coming together they 
have either forgotten 
their past or are willing 
to sacrifice their future 
for this ban, or both. 
Further, they seem to be 
impervious to the con-
sequences of demand-
ing a ban on the film; 
restricting the freedom 
of speech and expres-
sion. Politicians love to 
play to the gallery and 
to what they think is 
public opinion, and so 
they goaded each other 
on with the battle cry 
of “ban the film”. They 
went back to that clas-
sic myopic and under-
confident nationhood by 
claiming that the film 
would damage India’s 
image abroad, unable to 
see that banning some-
thing would damage In-
dia’s image even more. 
If this image-conscious 
government cannot see 
that then there has not 
been much change since 
the days of Indira Gan-
dhi. More importantly, 
all the major players 
in the BJP (including 
LK Advani, Rajnath 
Singh and Arun Jait-
ley) spent two years in 
jail during the Emer-
gency (Narendra Modi 
was underground) and 
know how vulnerable 
the freedom of expres-
sion is. Two and half 
years ago LK Advani 
wrote in his blog “...I 
have always regarded 
the Emergency period 
1975-77 as the worst in 
so far as suppression of 
civil liberties and free-
dom of expression were 
concerned...But seeing 
what has happened to 
political cartoonist and 
anti-corruption cru-
sader Aseem Trivedi, 
I have started wonder-
ing is today’s politi-
cal set-up worse even 
than the Emergency?” 
More interestingly, in 
a debate on the IT Bill 
recently, Arun Jaitley 
said that with the inter-
net, the “days of censor-
ship are over.” He said 
he was convinced that 
if the internet had been 
around then, the “inter-
nal Emergency of 1975 
would been a big fias-
co.” And yet knowing 
this, he allowed his min-
istry (Information and 
Broadcasting) to issue 
the ban order that drove 
people to the internet to 
watch India’s Daughter. 
In fact it is quite likely 
that the ban probably 
resulted in more people 
hearing about the film 

and perhaps watching 
it. So what did the ban 
achieve? But politicians 
have their own compul-
sions and often when in 
power are driven by dif-
ferent forces then when 
they are in the opposi-
tion. So maybe free-
dom is just another cry 
of those without power. 
But why would the self-
appointed defenders and 
activists of the women’s 
movement join politi-
cians in asking for a 
ban on the film? Most 
of them state that they 
are also human rights 
activists and yet they 
don’t see the contradic-
tion in terms? They try 
and hide their demand 
for this ban behind the 
fig leaf of a claim that 
the matter is sub judice? 
Sub judice when it is 
in the Supreme Court? 
That sounds extremely 
strange given that the 
Supreme Court, in the 
Zee TV case on the air-
ing of a documentary on 
the December 13, 2001 
Parliament attack, said 
that judges were not in-
fluenced by the media. 
The Zee telecast was 
at the time of the trial 
court judgement and 
it is argued influenced 
the judgement. Vrinda 
Grover quotes that ex-
ample and says “In my 
view the telecast of the 
‘confession’ of Afzal 
Guru, while in police 
custody, singularly 
shaped the ‘collective 
conscience’ that led him 
to the noose. I think that 
confession should never 
ever have been broad-
cast.” To repeat, this 
was before a trial court. 
ALSO READ Nirb-
haya’s Mother Meets 
Family Of Delhi Wom-
an Who Was Dragged 
For 13 Km Nirbhaya’s 
Mother Meets Family 
Of Delhi Woman Who 
Was Dragged For 13 
Km Ten Years On, 30% 
Of ‘Nirbhaya Fund’ 
Remains Unutilised 
Ten Years On, 30% Of 
‘Nirbhaya Fund’ Re-
mains Unutilised “We 
Are Still In 2012”: 
Nirbhaya’s Mother On 
10 Years Of Daughter’s 
Murder “We Are Still 
In 2012”: Nirbhaya’s 
Mother On 10 Years 
Of Daughter’s Murder 
But the Nirbhaya case 
is before the Supreme 
Court, a court that has 
already asked seen the 
High Court ruling and 
should be abreast with 
the case and so isn’t it 
up to the court to decide 
whether a matter is sub 
judice? Why did they 
not move the Supreme 
Court on this ground 
that the judges may be 
influenced.

New Changes to MPLADS Will Make it More 
Centralised and Less Inclusive

he Member of Parliament 
Local Area Development 
Scheme (MPLADS) was 
launched in 1993 to en-
able parliamentarians to 
directly contribute to-
wards meeting the devel-
opment demands of their 
constituency or state. De-
spite many deficiencies 
plaguing the scheme, it 
stood out mainly on ac-
count of the principles 
of social justice and its 
outreach to areas which 
were away from the con-
ventional footprints of 
planned development. 
Like any other scheme, 
it has undergone many 
significant changes since 
then – for better or for 
worse. One such change 
enacted recently can def-
initely be said to belong 
in the latter category. 
As per a fresh modifica-
tion made to the extant 
guidelines by the Min-
istry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementa-
tion (MoSPI), which will 
come into effect on April 
1 this year, the clause for 
mandatory allocation of 
15% and 7.5% funds for 
Scheduled Caste (SC) 
and Scheduled Tribe (ST) 
populated areas respec-
tively has been watered 
down. Through the revi-
sions of 2014 and 2016, 
during the first term of 
the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment, the enabling 
nature of the provision 
had remained. But now 
the guidelines state that 
“it shall be advisable” for 

MPs to set aside a desig-
nated proportion of their 
Rs 5 crore a year entitle-
ment for projects in areas 
predominantly inhab-
ited by backward classes, 
which essentially means 
that it is no longer bind-
ing and thus jeopardises 
the welfare of those who 
need it most. Since 2005, 
parliamentarians were 
bound to recommend 
works amounting to 
nearly Rs 1.12 crore each 
year for development in 
SC/ST areas. This figure 
would translate to a stag-
gering sum of Rs 5.62 
crore over the course of 
five years. This money 
has often been pumped 
into drinking water fa-
cilities, road construc-
tion and street lights, etc. 
Add to this the massive 
public sentiment and ac-
countability factors that 
drive MPs to actually 
utilise the fund, and we 
have before us a recipe 
for disaster. The oppor-
tunity cost of diverting 
this massive piece of the 
cake to another’s plate 
will be borne by the ones 
who are indeed starving. 
It is a regressive decision 
made by a government 
that claims to be pro-
poor and pro-downtrod-
den but secretly harbours 
what we think is an an-
tagonistic attitude toward 
those very people. But 
this is not all. To add to 
the frenzy, government-
aided educational institu-
tions have now been ex-

cluded from the ambit of 
MPLADS. The provision 
for “creation of immov-
able public assets on gov-
ernment owned land and 
movable public assets for 
government-owned and 
government-controlled 
institutions only” ex-
cludes those aided by the 
government, which will 
presumably have far-
reaching consequences in 
states like Kerala where 
they have proved to be 
monumental in deliver-
ing quality education to 
the masses. The irony is 
that private trusts, on the 
other hand, are still eligi-
ble to be considered. Fur-
ther, by an order of the 
finance ministry relayed 
in March 2022, the inter-
est accrued on MPLADS 
funds is no longer avail-
able to be used by the 
concerned MP. It goes 

into the Consolidated 
Fund of India. A rough 
estimate would suggest a 
sizeable loss to the tune 
of nearly Rs 1,000 crore 
in the form of interest ac-
cumulated over a period 
of five years that could 
have well been spent on 
welfare projects under 
the scope of MPLADS. 
There is an absurd con-
centration of power in 
the hands of the Centre, 
which becomes a source 
of friction between a 
paternalistic govern-
ment and individual MPs 
working on the ground 
– but also with other au-
thorities. As of now, for 
instance, the funds are 
managed and their utili-
sation supervised by a 
district-level authority. 
But the new guidelines 
seek to alter this balance 
and place them under the 

control of a Central nodal 
agency, thereby bypass-
ing the intermediary in 
the process. The amount 
will now be disbursed di-
rectly to vendors and the 
subsidiary zero balance 
accounts of state and dis-
trict nodal authorities, 
implementing district 
authorities and other im-
plementing agencies will 
only function as pass-
through accounts. This 
Centralised chain of ac-
tion is likely to cause in-
ordinate delays. A com-
prehensive review of a 
scheme is welcome, but it 
should be based on a fac-
tual study and the prin-
ciples of inclusivity. At 
a time when inequality is 
growing, the overriding 
philosophy should have 
been ushering in more 
progressive measures. A 
study done by CII Foun-

dation a decade ago had 
shed light on both the 
brighter and darker sides 
of the scheme. The report 
covered initiatives from 
12 states and eight dif-
ferent verticals – health, 
education, sports, rural 
and urban infrastructure, 
renewable energy, re-
search and development, 
livelihood generation and 
social empowerment. 
The study found that 
many initiatives were 
pathbreaking. It specifi-
cally talked about how 
municipal schools trans-
formed with improved 
attendance, fostering in-
terest amongst students, 
and making schools a 
sought after place. Piped 
water supply in socially 
discriminated hamlets, 
water conservation and 
many other impactful 
initiatives were given a 
thumbs up in the study. 
Any revision should 
have been to enrich the 
scheme rather than di-
luting the essence of in-
clusivity. It’s an irony 
that many of the changes 
brought in are insensitive 
to the needs of the very 
people who are meant 
to be its beneficiaries. 
The Union government 
would do well to keep the 
interests of the most vul-
nerable sections in mind 
when drafting not just 
new guidelines for old 
schemes, but also laws 
and policies at large. old 
schemes, but also laws 
and policies at large.

What We Lose When We Lose Public Spaces
Several millennia ago,  
Yask explained a verse in 
Rigveda wherein mortals 
ask the departing seers 
who will guide them now 
and the seers say thou 
shalt sit across and let 
equally intelligent citi-
zens debate (oohapoh in 
Hindi) the issue and ar-
rive at a consensus that 
shall guide all. So even 
those who say we are the 
‘mother of all democra-
cies‘ must accept that 
free flowing and constant 
dialogues between citi-
zens and leaders are the 
life blood of a democra-
cy. Period. Mrinal Pande 
Illustration: Pariplab 
Chakraborty A dialogue 
such as this presupposes 
public spaces in which 
to hold the dialogues 
undisturbed. In a recent 
discussion a retired Su-
preme Court judge, Jus-
tice Madan Lokur, had a 
beautiful legal phrase for 
such spaces in our times. 
It was, he explained, de-
liberately provided by 
our wise constitution 
makers in between laws, 
as “Constitutional Si-
lences”. These were open 
ended grey areas for de-
bating new and complex 
issues and arriving at a 
consensus for all succes-
sive generations in the 
new Union of India. This 
is why in times of stress 
and confusion, we the 
Midnight’s Children find 
ourselves  desperately 
seeking public spaces like 
comfort food – the spaces 
that transcend time or 
have remained  mysteri-
ously free of ravages of 
time which we can visit 
for solace. Many such 

spaces existed 75 years 
ago. But by ‘Amrit Kaal,’ 
most of them are gone. 
An outstanding example 
of this is the open public 
space that existed around 
the Raisina Hill area. 
When it was first built in 
1912, the Central Vista 
that led from the India 
Gate to the presidential 
palace, was called King-
sway. Post-Independence 
it was christened as ‘Ra-
jpath’. In Amrit Kaal it 
is renamed as ‘Kartavya 
Path’, the path of duty 
(approximate cost to the 
exchequer, Rs 13,750 
crore). The grand vista, 
flanked by historic red 
stone buildings on both 
sides houses the North 
and the South Block that 
housed the most impor-
tant ministries of the 
government of India and 
the prime minister’s of-
fice is too undergoing big 
changes, as also our par-
liament building, which 
is witness to the mak-
ing of our Republic and 
eloquent debates over 
the shaping and reshap-
ing of laws that govern 
us. A little below stood 
the National Archives, 
and the Indira Gandhi 
National Archives for 
Culture and Arts. They 
too are being relocated. 
The IGNACA is razed to 
the ground. And Raisina 
Hill ministerial build-
ings are all being relo-
cated as I write. The Kar-
tavya Path will also have 
a brand new house for 
the prime minister, now 
close both to the presi-
dential palace and other 
official buildings. Some 
old ones like the parlia-

ment building, shall be 
maintained as tourist at-
tractions we are told, but 
the parliament will now 
function from a spanking 
new pink building with a 
replica of Ashoka’s three 
lions atop. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi at the 
new parliament building. 
Photo: PIB What with 
these changes and relo-
cations and the security 
cordons government of-
fices now insist on, what 
was till now a pleasant 
public space for common 
citizens to come and go 
as they pleased shall also 
undergo major changes. 
Pity. This was the space 
where generations of 
parents took their fami-
lies for an outing. Where 
Indians from all over 
the land came to Delhi 
as tourists and felt great 
looking at the monumen-
tal glory that surrounded 
the area, the names of 
soldiers who laid down 
lives for the nation, the 
Amar Jawan Jyoti. All 
around them balloon 
sellers and peanut ven-
dors and ice-cream hand 
carts made a steady liv-
ing through the week, 
even when summer was 
at its fiercest. Here, chil-
dren whose parents were 
not lucky enough to rush 
to the hills or go to ex-
pensive movie theatres, 
could run around, even 
take sly dips in the little 
canal or one of the grand 
pink stone fountains, lis-
ten to bands, throw tan-
trums and be rewarded 
by balloons, spun sugar 
balls and cheap plastic 
horns and sun glasses 
that they sported hap-

pily on the way to their 
humble homes. The Raj-
path was also to genera-
tions of Indians, a space 
for gala national spec-
tacles like the Republic 
Day parade, the Beating 
the Retreat and the me-
morial days to mark an-
niversaries of wars and 
their dead. This became a 
natural habitat where all 
those from journalists to 
rural farmers who wished 
to be heard by the leader-
ship, would lead marches 
carrying protest banners, 
candles and the tricolour. 
Also read: Saakhi: Field 
Notes of Our Times, 
From a Witness and Par-
ticipant In the 80s, one re-
members marching with 
fellow editors to protest 
against a Defamation Bill 
that threatened to muffle 
free and frank reporting. 
It was led by stalwarts 
like Nikhil Chakraborty, 
Prem Bhatia, Ajit Bhat-
tacharjee, H.K. Dua and 
Kuldip Nayar. Together 
we managed to raise 
enough doubts so finally 
the infamous Bill was 
withdrawn. Then there 
were numerous farm-
ers’ marches demanding 
fairer prices for their pro-
duce and better selling 
facilities. More recently 
there was a memorable 
march demanding pun-
ishment for the rapist 
murderers of the brutal 
crime of 2012 that man-
aged to get the rape laws 
amended. That great era 
for exposing government 
lying and ‘dirty tricks’ 
was over a decade ago. 
Dialogues between the 
media and India’s pow-
erful have shrunk with 

Delhi’s public spaces. 
Routine pressers held by 
the PMO are a thing of 
the past. For journalists 
now, getting accredita-
tion is hard and getting 
into a ministry harder. 
Instead we are increas-
ingly steered towards the 
virtual space where the 
market and the leadership 
hold their own unilateral-
ly, non stop. In the Age of 
G-7 or G-20 new global 
digital reality shows have 
replaced democratic de-
bates, and private gain 
is first being deregulated 
and then re-regulated 
to nationalise private 
losses. Electoral rallies 
and projects for lakhs of 
crores can be launched 
by the press of a button 
on a remote. In the midst 
of such an unsettling 
scenario, when a Rahul 
Gandhi chose to address 
audiences in the United 
Kingdom and voice his 
dismay over things as 
they are, the world media 
looked on half amused, 
half impressed by his au-
dacity. Also read: ‘BJP 
Wants India to Be Si-
lent’: Rahul Gandhi in 

London His vociferous 
critics’ defence rests on 
the plank that we are the 
‘mother of democracy,’ a 
proud civilisation which 
is thousands of years old. 
The RSS president, usu-
ally taciturn on subjects 
other than Hindutva, took 
the argument further. 
Before the British colo-
nised India,  he said in a 
public meeting, we had 
cent per cent employ-
ment and 70% literacy, 
all wiped out by the wily 
British who when they 
left a ravaged nation with 
only 17% literacy ben-
efitted hugely by copying 
our educational patters 
on their soil, thus rais-
ing their own literacy to 
70% . A democracy with 
no space for healthy pub-
lic debates turns slowly 
into a hollow shell. It 
does not guarantee jobs 
to the starving young, 
but builds the world’s 
tallest statues, the grand-
est Ram temple and of-
fers discounted tours to 
these new wonders to its 
dumbed down citizens.
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Has the BBC-Tory marriage of convenience led to the 
axing of Gary Lineker from MOTD?

Who would have thought 
that an innocuous, fun, 
not-taking-itself-too-
seriously show titled 
BBC Match of the Day 
(MOTD) would one day 
shape the politics of the 
UK and put perhaps, one 
of the biggest broadcast-
ers in the world in a pick-
le? BBC, a widely popu-
lar journalistic institution 
is currently battling to 
save its face. Ever since 
former English strik-
er-turned-pundit Gary 
Lineker was suspended 
from the hosting duties 
of MOTD, the cauldron 
of controversy has been 
simmering high in the UK 
and across the world. Sat-
urday’s Premier League 
Match Day 27 action on 
BBC, usually a colourful 
affair, wore a muted look. 
With big-ticket teams 
like Liverpool, Chelsea 
and Tottenham in ac-
tion, the football faithful 
would have liked to tune 
in to their routine MOTD 
programming, hosted by 
Lineker and surrounded 
by heavyweights Alan 
Shearer and Ian Wright. 
But 24 hours earlier, in 
what can only be attrib-
uted to a brain fade mo-
ment, BBC thought it to 
be a prudent decision to 
axe one of its most rec-
ognisable faces for put-
ting forth his piece of 
mind on a social media 
post. Lineker, like many, 
did not agree with Prime 
Minister Rishi Sunak’s 
highly controversial ‘Il-
legal Migration Bill’ 
that attempts to curb the 
migration issue by ferry-
ing illegal aliens to third 
countries. Lineker com-

pared the tone taken by 
the Tories to that of the 
Nazis who believed in 
racial purity and looked 
down upon anyone other 
than the pure Aryan race. 
Though extreme in mag-
nitude, Lineker’s was an 
opinion - an opinion that 
any individual has the 
right to exercise. There is 
no huge influx. We take 
far fewer refugees than 
other major European 
countries. This is just 
an immeasurably cruel 
policy directed at the 
most vulnerable people 
in language that is not 
dissimilar to that used by 
Germany in the 30s, and 
I’m out of order? — Gary 
Lineker ₹₹ (@Gary-
Lineker) March 7, 2023 
× With Lineker not in 
the fray, BBC looked for 
alternatives to go ahead 
with the show but soon 
found itself in a quan-
dary. Lineker’s peers 
and compatriots joined 
him in showing solidar-
ity and decided to boy-
cott MOTD. “Everybody 
knows what Match of the 
Day means to me, but 
I’ve told the BBC I won’t 
be doing it tomorrow. 
Solidarity,” wrote former 
Arsenal star Ian Wright 
on Twitter. “I have in-
formed the BBC that I 
won’t be appearing on 
MOTD tomorrow night,” 
added Premier League’s 
top goalscorer Alan 
Shearer. Consequently, 
the 80-minute primetime 
BBC1 show was reduced 
to a 20-minute highlights 
package with no pundit-
ry or analysis. A simple 
highlight package was 
played that comically did 

not have the commenta-
tor’s audio as the BBC 
did not have the right to 
Premier League’s ‘World 
Feed’. ALSO READ | 
No Football Focus, Fi-
nal Score shows on BBC 
as presenters go off air 
on Saturday to support 
Gary Lineker BBC and 
its ambivalent freedom 
of speech position After 
Lineker was benched, 
BBC issued a statement 
where it said the ex-foot-
baller was told not to take 
sides on political issues 
or controversies. “We 
have said that he should 
keep well away from 
taking sides on party po-
litical issues or political 
controversies,” read the 
statement. However, the 
statement exposed the 
BBC’s partisan approach 
and rather ambivalent 
stance regarding free-
dom of speech. Lineker 
was allowed to espouse 
a lengthy monologue 
against Qatar during last 
year’s FIFA World Cup. 
Before the WC kick-off, 
the 62-year-old gave his 
piece of mind and called 
out Qatar for its dodgy 
human rights record and 
slated FIFA for trying to 
silence them. WATCH | 
Mutiny at BBC after an-
chor pulled from football 
show At the time, Linek-
er, representing BBC, 
took a clear stance, dip-
ping his hands in political 
controversy and yet the 
broadcaster did not find 
it going against its own 
advisory. In fact, BBC, 
with its holier-than-thou 
attitude, refused to air 
the opening and closing 
ceremony of the World 

Cup. BBC and Tory con-
nection Thus, the ques-
tion begs itself - what has 
changed in the last few 
months that BBC is now 
going after its own? The 
answer is rather contro-
versial and one that may 
not be to the liking of 
those who have adored 
BBC’s journalistic cred-
ibility. BBC’s top hier-
archy has cultivated a 
deep relationship with 
the Conservative Party. 
A media organisation is 
supposed to be non-par-
tisan, neutral and cred-
ible - at least on paper, if 
not in the realms of real-
ity. However, the current 
BBC director Richard 
Sharp is known for his 
sharp (no pun intended) 
right-wing leaning. Sharp 
has reportedly donated 
more than £400,000 
since the turn of the cen-
tury to the Conserva-

tive Party. Moreover, the 
BBC chairperson is cur-
rently under investiga-
tion after it was revealed 
that he helped former 
prime minister Boris 
Johnson secure a loan 
of £800,000. The former 
Goldman Sachs manager 
reportedly oversaw the 
work of Rishi Sunak dur-
ing his early days in the 
finance industry - thereby 
leading to accusations of 
conflict of interest. He is 
also the director of Cen-
tre for Policy Studies - a 
right-wing think tank that 
has accused the BBC 
of harbouring left-wing 
bias. Read more: ‘We 
will detain’: UK PM Ri-
shi Sunak defends new 
bill for crackdown on il-
legal immigrants After 
taking over the top BBC 
post, Sharp, in an inter-
view openly stated that 
BBC had a ‘liberal bias’ 
and that “the institution is 

fighting against it”. The 
Tory links do not stop 
here. Sir Robbie Gibb, 
director of communica-
tions to former PM The-
resa May currently sits on 
the BBC board. Gibb was 
appointed to the posi-
tion by former PM Boris 
Johnson and has played a 
key part in the establish-
ment of the right-wing 
channel GB News. The 
overall perception due to 
such connections is that 
BBC surrendered to the 
demands of the Tory lead-
ers currently sitting in 10, 
Downing Street. Once 
such a perception festers, 
it can spell doom for a 
broadcaster, however big 
in scale they may be. We 
live in a 24-hour news 
cycle where such inci-
dents are often forgotten 
on a whim. However, the 
intimate connection of 
football and politics, in 
this particular case may 

not allow BBC to wriggle 
out of the mess easily. As 
for Lineker, his superb 
punditry skills may not 
allow him to be without 
an employer for long.
BBC director Richard 
Sharp is known for his 
sharp (no pun intended) 
right-wing leaning. Sharp 
has reportedly donated 
more than £400,000 
since the turn of the cen-
tury to the Conserva-
tive Party. Moreover, the 
BBC chairperson is cur-
rently under investiga-
tion after it was revealed 
that he helped former 
prime minister Boris 
Johnson secure a loan 
of £800,000. The former 
Goldman Sachs manager 
reportedly oversaw the 
work of Rishi Sunak dur-
ing his early days in the 
finance industry - thereby 
leading to accusations of 
conflict of interest. He is 
also the director of Cen-

tre for Policy Studies - a 
right-wing think tank that 
has accused the BBC 
of harbouring left-wing 
bias. Read more: ‘We 
will detain’: UK PM Ri-
shi Sunak defends new 
bill for crackdown on il-
legal immigrants After 
taking over the top BBC 
post, Sharp, in an inter-
view openly stated that 
BBC had a ‘liberal bias’ 
and that “the institution is 
fighting against it”. The 
Tory links do not stop 
here. Sir Robbie Gibb, 
director of communica-
tions to former PM The-
resa May currently sits on 
the BBC board. Gibb was 
appointed to the posi-
tion by former PM Boris 
Johnson and has played a 
key part in the establish-
ment of the right-wing 
channel GB News. The 
overall perception due 
to such connections is 
that BBC surrendered to 
the demands of the Tory 
leaders currently sitting 
in 10, Downing Street. 
Once such a perception 
festers, it can spell doom 
for a broadcaster, howev-
er big in scale they may 
be. We live in a 24-hour 
news cycle where such 
incidents are often for-
gotten on a whim. How-
ever, the intimate con-
nection of football and 
politics, in this particular 
case may not allow BBC 
to wriggle out of the mess 
easily. As for Lineker, his 
superb punditry skills 
may not allow him to be 
without an employer for 
long.skills may not allow 
him to be without an em-
ployer for long.

What Next for AAP? Lal Battis? VIP Culture Embraced

It’s a slippery slope and 
the Aam Aadmi Party 
seems to be in freefall. 
Sunday’s example, tweet-
ed by Congress leader 
Ajay Maken, of VVIP 
entry and VIP parking 
at Talkatora Stadium in 
Delhi for the launch of 
AAP’s anti-corruption 
helpline was perhaps the 
clearest sign of the more 
things change, the more 
they remain the same. 
AAP seems to have be-
come just another party. 
Sure it may still have and 
implement an agenda that 
is different, more radical 
and/or populist than the 
BJP or Congress, but the 
patterns of behaviour are 
just like the rest. The saga 
of ousting and killing in-
ternal democracy, with 
the expulsion of Prashant 
Bhusan and Yogendra 
Yadav represents one 
side of AAP turning into 
just another Indian politi-
cal party. One leader, one 
voice, and so say all of us. 
Besides the agenda, what 
is the difference between 
Kejriwal, Mulayam and 
Jayalalitha and their par-
ties? Each is his or her 

own opposition, and the 
party is full of fawning 
yes men. To buy off any 
further possibility of dis-
sidence, 21 MLAs have 
been made parliamen-
tary secretaries. This is 
like in the old days when 
coalitions with small ma-
jorities used to create a 
jumbo-size ministry to 
keep everyone in line. 
We should have seen it 
coming. The signals were 
there; we just did not 
pay attention. This time 
they wasted little time 
and pretence in finding 
humble housing for the 
people’s representatives. 
Mr Kejriwal grabbed a 
five-bedroom bungalow 
with offices on a large 
plot in Civil Lines. His 
number two, Deputy 
Chief Minster Manish Si-
sodia, first found himself 
a nice bungalow which 
Sheila Dikshit had occu-
pied as Chief Minister, 
and then turned on the 
press, “Media does not 
allow the government to 
function. It starts follow-
ing and irritating us the 
moment we leave from 
our houses.” And so the 

government banned the 
press from the secretariat. 
A bit arrogant don’t you 
think, considering AAP 
has many times admit-
ted that their biggest ally 
in coming to power has 
been the press. As they 
roared back to power in 
February, you could have 
been fooled into thinking 
nothing had changed, the 
people’s party were back 
and Delhi would have 
another jamboree at the 
Ramlila Ground. Yes, 
but not quite the same. 
No one, sorry, no one of 
importance, came to the 
swearing-in by Metro. 
Apparently, been there 
done that. Now it seemed 
the AAP was saying, “We 
are here for 5 years, we 
don’t really have to go 
through these motions.” 
And yet, it was Mr Ke-
jriwal who warned at the 
Ramlila swearing-in,” 
With such a big success, 
arrogance finds its way 
in... We all will have to 
be very careful. We will 
have to keep checking 
ourselves. ....We should 
not become arrogant af-
ter winning 67 out of 70 
sets in the assembly this 
time. He also promised 
a stop to “VIP culture”. 
ALSO READ No Wa-
ter Tax, Half House Tax: 
AAP’s Plan For Uttar 
Pradesh Civic Polls No 
Water Tax, Half House 
Tax: AAP’s Plan For Ut-
tar Pradesh Civic Polls 
Delhi Lt Governor, AAP 
Tussle Over Delhi’s Wa-
ter Supply Delhi Lt Gov-
ernor, AAP Tussle Over 

Delhi’s Water Supply 
“Textbook Example Of 
Abuse Of Law”: AAP 
MP On Manish Sisodia’s 
Arrest “Textbook Exam-
ple Of Abuse Of Law”: 
AAP MP On Manish Si-
sodia’s Arrest Apparent-
ly, he did not quite mean 
that, as his colleague said 
Adarsh Shastri yesterday 
in response to the Maken 
accusation of falling into 
the trappings of VIP cul-
ture. “We do not endorse 
VIP culture, but certain 
things are required for 
the smooth and efficient 
working of the govern-
ment,” he said. True, next 
they will need Lal Bat-
tis and police escorts as 
Delhi’s notorious traffic 
stops them from reaching 
those important meetings 
that they need to attend. 
It’s hard to escape the 
system which will try its 
best to co-opt you. The 
system wants differentia-
tion, because that is the 
source of its prestige - the 
house, the car with the 
red light, the office, the 
multiple assistants that 
accompany politicians 
and bureaucrats. Yester-
day at Talkatora Stadium 
was just that - the system 
keeping in place the sym-
bols of power. If AAP 
does not want to be over-
taken by such a culture, 
it will have to be very 
watchful and very open 
to criticism. Neither, un-
fortunately, has been on 
display since it came to 
power. In all probability, 
AAP is now just another 
political party.

What Social Media Has Done For 
Net Neutrality in India

Net neutrality is the big 
buzz in town. It has sudden-
ly exploded on social me-
dia with multiple signature 
campaigns, most of which 
are in favour of keeping the 
net neutral. The government 
says it is waiting for two 
reports, one from its own 
committee, and the other 
from the Telecom Regulator 
(TRAI), which  has put out a 
paper with suggestions and 
asked the public to respond 
- 3 lakh responses, accord-
ing to some reports. But if 
you aren’t quite clear about 
what has triggered this na-
tional controversy, here is a 
quick primer. Basically, net 
neutrality is about money 
and access. Currently, any-
one who has an internet 
connection can search for 
anything and go to any site 
on the net and the internet 
service provider (mainly 
telcos like Airtel, RCom) 
will debit/charge the user 
for each byte they use from 
whatever plan they have. So 
if you have a 3GB plan, you 
can download 3GB of data 
per billing cycle (normally 
a month). Simple. So what’s 
the problem? The problem 
is with the telcos. They are 
increasingly finding that 
users are using the internet 
to communicate, and are 
therefore by passing the tel-
cos’ voice and messaging 
services by using Skype, 
WhatsApp, Viber and other 
such apps. This means that 
telcos are losing income 
on both calls and smses. 
TRAI notes that smses fell 
by 1000 million or 18% be-
tween June 2013 and June 
2014. International calls, 
which account for 10% of 

the telcos revenues, fell by 
upto 25%. Other services, 
like cricket scores and stock 
market info that earlier 
came through Value Added 
Services (which were billed 
separately to the customer) 
was also compromised.  So, 
obviously the telcos wanted 
to cover such losses. They 
believed that since you 
can’t do away with the in-
ternet and its apps, perhaps 
it is best to join them. They 
chose to follow the path 
that US cable operators had 
tried for a number of years, 
until the FCC (the US regu-
latory body) implemented 
net neutrality this February, 
stopping the plan  to offer 
“premium” internet servic-
es for free, or at high speed. 
Internet service providers 
would then charge the in-
ternet companies, like, say 
Facebook, a premium for 
being on the fast track. It 
is a bit like what cable op-
erators in India do, which is 
to charge television chan-
nels a carriage or place-
ment fee. In February this 
year, RCom announced an 
agreement with Facebook 
amongst others, where they 
would not charge for usage 
of these sites by subscrib-
ers. RCom did not release 
any information about the 
commercial understanding 
between them and Face-
book and others. On April 
6, Airtel joined in by offer-
ing a similar package called 
Airtel Zero, which allowed 
subscribers to go to the se-
lected internet sites without 
using any of their data plan. 
In other words, free access 
to this selected world of the 
internet. Sounded wonder-

ful - people who could not 
afford to pay for this ac-
cess would now be able to 
use various apps for free. 
It took a few days, but then 
social media exploded with 
criticism of this. The argu-
ment is that net neutrality is 
a fundamental right and any 
effort to restrict a free and 
open means of communica-
tion was unacceptable. To 
give A preference over B 
is discriminatory and can, 
if taken to an extreme, sup-
press the fundamental right 
to free speech. And in a 
sense, that is true -  by mak-
ing access expensive (or 
slow and hard to get), alter-
native views could be sup-
pressed by the fact that you 
could not get to them. Fur-
thermore, this could act as a 
means for those with deeper 
pockets to push their views 
on a particular topic or issue. 
ALSO READ Meta Says It 
Will End News Access for 
Canadians on Its Platforms 
if Online News Act Be-
comes Law Meta Says It 
Will End News Access for 
Canadians on Its Platforms 
if Online News Act Be-
comes Law Facebook Par-

ent Meta Plans Additional 
Layoffs in Coming Weeks: 
Report Facebook Par-
ent Meta Plans Additional 
Layoffs in Coming Weeks: 
Report Facebook-Parent 
Meta Plans To Cut More 
Jobs In Coming Months: 
Report Facebook-Parent 
Meta Plans To Cut More 
Jobs In Coming Months: 
Report At the more com-
mercial level, it could mean 
that e-commerce companies 
with large revenue would 
dominate the markets and 
increase their monopoly, as 
small players and startups 
would find it very difficult 
to meet the demands of the 
telcos for placement and for 
absorbing the charges that 
would ordinarily be borne 
by the customer. The level 
playing field that the inter-
net offers would be gone. 
Furthermore, it would dis-
courage innovation and 
competition from new 
ideas. Given that one of the 
fundamentals of the inter-
net has always been that it 
is a place of new ideas and 
change, this would destroy 
that essenc.
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Xi Jinping calls for fortification of armed 
forces into a ‘Great Wall of steel’

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping on Monday em-
phasised the need to 
strengthen the nation’s 
security. Speaking for 
the first time since taking 
over for the historic third 
term as the nation’s presi-
dent, he said China must 
modernise its military 
to make it a “Great Wall 
of Steel”. His statement 
comes amid mounting 
tensions with the United 
States. “Security is the 
foundation for develop-
ment, stability is the pre-
requisite for prosperity,” 
he said at the closing of 
China’s annual parlia-
ment session. Watch | Xi 
Jinping handed unprec-
edented third term as 
China’s president “We 
must fully promote the 
modernisation of national 
defence and the armed 
forces, and build the peo-
ple’s armed forces into a 
Great Wall of steel that 
effectively safeguards 
national sovereignty, se-

curity and development 
interests,” he added. Xi 
also reiterated China’s 
calls for unification with 
the self-ruled island of 
Taiwan and called for 
consolidated stability in 
once-restive Hong Kong. 
Also read | Career bu-
reaucrat, Xi Jinping’s ally 
and now China’s second 
most powerful man: Who 
is Li Qiang? “The trust 
of the people is the great-
est driving force pushing 
me forward, and also a 
heavy responsibility on 

my shoulders,” he said. 
“The great rejuvenation 
of the Chinese nation has 
entered an irreversible 
historical process.” As 
per AFP, he also thanked 
thousands of delegates at 
Beijing’s Great Hall of 
the People for giving him 
the historic third term. Xi 
vowed to “take the needs 
of the country as my mis-
sion, and the interests of 
the people as my yard-
stick”. Also read | China’s 
parliament names US-
sanctioned.

Over 30 semi-nude cy-
clists hit the roads of 
Sao Paulo, the biggest 
city in South America, 
to make drivers more 
aware of their “vulner-
ability” on the road. The 
majority of people us-
ing Paulista Boulevard, 
one of the main streets in 
Brazil’s financial centre, 
were nude, as reported 
by AFP. One cyclist was 
completely coated in 
green paint from head to 
toe, with the exception of 
a Russian-style chapka 
on his helmet. The group 
was participating in the 
International Naked Bike 
Ride’s Brazilian equiva-
lent, known as Pedalada 
Pelada (Pedaling Bare). 
“We are naked on one 
of Latin America’s big-
gest avenues, showing 
that we are vulnerable 
to the force, the violence 
of cars,” Allis Bezerra, 
a bearded 41-year-old 
photographer, told AFP. 
ALSO READ | Lufthan-
sa flight crew asked pas-
sengers to erase pictures, 
videos of mid-air turbu-

lence: Report He added: 
“This movement serves 
to demonstrate to soci-
ety just how important 
we are. By using bikes 
as our means of trans-
port, we take cars off the 
street that would be pol-
luting the environment.” 
The word “Sustainable 
Pedaling” was painted on 
the stomach of Andresa 
Aguida, a 43-year-old 
artist, before she started 

off bare-breasted on Pau-
lista Avenue. “Motorists 
show us no respect when 
we are riding,” she said. 
“They honk and seem to 
be saying: ‘Move or I’ll 
run you down.” ALSO 
READ | EPL: Arsenal 
beat Fulham to regain 
five-top lead at top, Man-
chester United play goal-
less draw vs Southamp-
ton A study released in 
June by the Brazilian As-

sociation of Traffic Med-
icine, or Abramet, found 
that more than 16,000 
serious accidents involv-
ing cyclists resulted in 
hospitalisations — 44 ev-
ery day on average. The 
second Pedalada Pelada 
demonstration, which 
will take place on the 
streets of Rio de Janeiro, 
is scheduled for next Sat-
urday.

Nirav Modi Claims He Has No Funds, Borrowing 
Rs 9.9 Lakh Per Month To Pay UK Court Fines

London: Nirav Modi, the 
fugitive diamond mer-
chant wanted in India 
to stand trial on fraud 
and money laundering 
charges, has claimed 
that he has no funds and 
is resorting to borrow-
ing money to pay the 
court-ordered legal costs 
amounting to more than 
150,000 pounds. The 
52-year-old former bil-
lionaire last year lost his 
legal battle in the highest 
UK court against being 
extradited to India in the 
estimated USD 2 billion 
Punjab National Bank 
(PNB) loan scam case. 
But his case is now said 

to be ‘statute barred’, in-
dicating further pending 
litigation. Meanwhile, 
Nirav remains behind 
bars at Wandsworth Pris-
on in south-west London, 
from where he appeared 
via videolink for a hear-
ing at Barkingside Mag-
istrates’ Court in east 
London on Thursday 
over unpaid legal costs, 
or fines, of 150,247 
pounds ordered by the 
High Court in London, 
related to his extradition 
appeal proceedings. Ac-
cording to officials, the 
magistrates at a proce-
dural hearing for court 
fines granted his plea to 

be allowed to pay 10,000 
pounds a month before 
a review hearing to take 
place in six months. On 
being asked how he in-
tended to finance the 
monthly amount, Nirav 
told the court he had 
been borrowing money 
as he did not have suf-
ficient funds because his 
assets had been frozen in 
India over the extradition 
proceedings. by Taboola-
Sponsored LinksYou 
May Like Master Elec-
tric Vehicle Design | 8 
months Online Learning 
Great learning Execu-
tive Development Pro-
gram in Strategic Deci-
sion Making TalentEdge 
In December last year, a 
two-judge bench in the 
Royal Courts of Justice 
in London refused Ni-
rav Modi’s application 
for permission to appeal 
to the Supreme Court on 
suicide risk grounds and 
also refused his applica-
tion to certify a point of 
law, which concluded his 
extradition appeal op-
tions in the UK courts. 

This case may be sub-
ject to further litigation, 
UK Home Office sources 
have said, which is likely 
to indicate a parallel con-
fidential political asylum 
appeals process. In a fi-
nal extradition appeal 
hearing in the case in the 
London High Court in 
November 2022, Justices 
Jeremy Stuart-Smith and 
Justice Robert Jay ruled 
that they were “far from 
satisfied that Mr Modi’s 
mental condition and 
the risk of suicide are 
such that it would be ei-
ther unjust or oppressive 
to extradite him”. Their 
verdict also accepted that 
the government of India 
will treat its assurances 
on Nirav’s medical care 
after being extradited and 
held at Barrack 12 of Ar-
thur Road Jail in Mumbai 
with ‘appropriate seri-
ousness’. The dismissal 
of the appeal came three 
years after Nirav Modi 
was arrested in March 
2019 on an extradition 
warrant based on Central 
Bureau.

New York-Based Signature Bank 
Collapses After Silicon Valley Bank

‘A true hero’ :  Ukrainian POW executed on camera 
was a sniper who went missing in December

The identity of the Ukrai-
nian soldier who was shot 
on camera after shout-
ing “Glory to Ukraine!” 
has been officially con-
firmed by Ukrainian in-
telligence officials. The 
video of the prisoner of 
war invited widespread 
outrage after he was seen 
being executed in the 
video footage. Kyiv had 
earlier opened a criminal 
investigation into Rus-
sia’s “brutal and brazen 
shooting of an unarmed 
person”. The 12-second 
video was widely cir-
culated on social media 
and showed an appar-
ently unarmed man in a 
uniform with a Ukrainian 
flag insignia on his arm. 
People wanted to know 
who the man was that the 
Russians allegedly shot 
in the video. Now the Se-
curity Service of Ukraine 
(SBU) has said that the 
prisoner of war in the 
video was a sniper with 

the 163rd Battalion of 
the 119th Separate Tank 
Brigade of the Cherni-
hiv Region, Oleksandr 
Ihorovych Matsiyevsky. 
Matsiyevsky’s family 
and his commander had 
earlier recognised him in 
the video. Officials talk-
ed to the sniper’s family 
and comrades-in-arms 
and processed photo and 
video materials before 
concluding the Ukrai-
nian prisoner of war’s 
identity. SBU praised the 
sniper as a “true hero” 
who “demonstrated to 
the whole world what 
Ukrainian character and 
invincibility are”. “It is 
these defenders who are 
defending our land to-
day, which means that 
the enemy will definitely 
be defeated. Because 
Ukraine’s Great Victory 
is made up of the he-
roic deeds of people like 
Oleksandr Matsiyevsky. 
Glory to the hero! Glory 

to the heroes! Glory to 
Ukraine!,” SBU Head 
Vasyl Malyuk in a state-
ment on their website. 
Also Read | ‘Glory to 
Ukraine!’ Last words by 
Ukrainian soldier shot 
by Russians The video 
showing Ukrainian snip-
er’s killing In the video, 
Oleksandr Matsiyevsky 
can be seen smoking a 
cigarette in a wooded 
area. He can then be 
heard saying “Slava 

Ukraini!” - or Glory to 
Ukraine. Soon, multiple 
shots can be heard fired 
by a shooter or shooters 
who are not visible in the 
video. The man slumps 
to the ground, with an-
other saying “Die, bitch” 
in Russian. About Olek-
sandr Matsiyevsk After 
being called for military 
service in March 2022, 
Matsiyevsky had been 
reported missing since 
the end of December 

from near the village of 
Krasna Hora in the east-
ern Donetsk region. He 
was shot dead on De-
cember 30 and his body 
was returned home in 
February. A criminal in-
vestigation is currently 
underway to identify the 
Russian military person-
nel involved in the ex-
ecution. The killing is 
being investigated under 
Article 438 of the Crimi-
nal Code of Ukraine.

Washington: US authori-
ties unveiled sweeping 
measures Sunday to res-
cue depositors’ money in 
full from failed Silicon 
Valley Bank and to prom-
ise other institutions help 
in meeting customers’ 
needs, as they announced 
a second tech-friendly 
bank had been closed by 
regulators. In a joint state-
ment, financial agencies 
including the US Trea-
sury said SVB depositors 
would have access to “all 
of their money” starting 
Monday, March 13, and 
that American taxpayers 

will not have to foot the 
bill. The US Federal Re-
serve, the Federal Depos-
it Insurance Corporation 
(FDIC) and Treasury said 
depositors in Signature 
Bank, a New York-based 
regional-size lender with 
significant cryptocurren-
cy exposure which was 
shuttered on Sunday af-
ter its stock price tanked, 
would also be “made 
whole.” And in a poten-
tially major develop-
ment, the Fed announced 
it would make extra fund-
ing available to banks to 
help them meet the needs 

of depositors, which 
would include withdraw-
als. “We are taking deci-
sive actions to protect the 
US economy by strength-
ening public confidence 
in our banking system,” 
the agencies said in their 
joint statement. “The 
US banking system re-
mains resilient and on a 
solid foundation,” due in 
large part due to reforms 
undertaken after the fi-
nancial crisis of 2008 
that introduced new safe-
guards for the banking 
industry. “Those reforms 
combined. with today’s 
actions demonstrate our 
commitment to take the 
necessary steps to ensure 
that depositors’ savings 
remain safe.” Avoiding 
‘Contagion’ The FDIC 
guarantees deposits -- but 
only up to $250,000 per 
client and per bank. Fed-
eral banking law, howev-
er, would allow the FDIC 
to protect uninsured.

‘Look At T V Channels Of India.. . ’ :  Imran Khan Says 
Pakistan Being Ridiculed By Indian Media

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaaf chief 
and former Pakistan PM 
Imran Khan on Saturday 
said that the way Paki-
stan is moving, Indian 
TV channels are making 
fun of Pakistan and are 
happily announcing how 
the country is moving 
towards destruction. PTI 
chairman Imran Khan 
was addressing a gather-
ing for Isaal-e-Sawaab 
of Zill-E-Shah where 
he alleged that the cur-
rent leaders have huge 
properties in Pakistan 
and abroad and they do 
not care about the peo-

ple of Pakistan. He said 
that Pakistan has no rule 
of law and the way the 
country is proceeding, 
the children of Pakistan 
have no future. “The way 
they are treating the na-
tion, there is no future 
for you and for your chil-
dren. Pakistan cannot run 
like this, just look at the 
television channels of 
India. How they make 
fun of Pakistan`s condi-
tion. They (Indian chan-
nels) are announcing 
happily that Pakistan is 
moving towards destruc-
tion,” Imran Khan said. 
He also said that at the 

time of Independence, 
Indians mocked Pakistan 
that it will not be able to 
survive and soon merge 
back into India. He 
asked what danger Paki-
stan faced when it was 
formed. “What danger 
did Pakistan face when it 
was formed? The Indian 
leaders were saying that 
they will not be able to 
survive and they will dis-
solve back into us. Why 
did we strengthen our 
security? Why did we 
strengthen our army? We 
stayed hungry to feed the 
army. That army played 
important roles and saved 
us. They gave us confi-
dence. They protected 
us,” he added. by Tabool-
aSponsored LinksYou 
May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ 
to your name Golden 
Gate University 3BHK 
Interiors starting at 4.5 
Lakhs HomeLane Imran 
Khan said, “Pakistan was 
formed because we want-
ed to be an independent 

nation. We wanted to be 
a nation that would have 
a rule of law. We have ev-
erything but rule of law. 
Zille Shah`s killing is 
the proof.” Imran Khan 
lashed out at the Pakistan 
government after the al-
leged killing of Ali Bilal, 
nicknamed Zille Shah. 
The Express Tribune re-
ported that the country 
on Wednesday was left 
shocked after horrific 
images of the body of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) worker Ali Bilal, 
nicknamed Zille Shah, 
in Lahore began circu-
lating on social media, 
not long after the PTI`s 
rally to launch its elec-
tion campaign was called 
off. Soon “Zille Shah”, 
“Ali Bilal” and “Black 
Vigo” began to trend on 
Twitter and other social 
media platforms. Soon, 
more and more details 
of Bilal`s death began 
to surface, including 
closed-circuit television 

(CCTV) footage of a pri-
vate 4X4 vehicle, which 
can be seen dropping 
Bilal at a hospital where 
he was pronounced 
dead. According to the 
post-mortem report, the 
victim had 26 marks of 
torture on his body. PTI 
Chairman Imran Khan 
then shared a video of 
Bilal being taken away 
in a police van claim-
ing that he was killed 
in police custody. “This 
video clearly shows that 
Ali Bilal, also affection-
ately called Zille Shah, 
was alive when taken to 
[the] police station. So he 
was killed while in po-
lice custody, such is the 
murderous bent of the 
present regime & Punjab 
police,” the former prime 
minister tweeted. PTI 
claimed that party work-
er Ali Bilal died of po-
lice violence and torture 
after personnel launched 
a crackdown on party 
workers.

Cyclists hit Sao Paulo streets naked to demonstrate 
their susceptibility to traffic accidents
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Samsung Galaxy S23 Series Renders Tip 
Multiple Colour Options, Galaxy S23 Ultra

Samsung’s first Galaxy 
Unpacked event of this 
year is approaching and 
rumours about new Gal-
axy S23 series smart-
phones are coming in. In 
a recent update, several 
images showing off the 
Galaxy S23 handsets 
have surfaced online, of-
fering a glimpse of their 
design. The upcoming 
lineup seems to share 
the design language of 
the Galaxy S22 series. 
Newly leaked renders 
suggest S Pen support 
for the Galaxy S23 Ultra. 

The vanilla Galaxy S23, 
Galaxy S23+ and Galaxy 
S23 Ultra are also tipped 
to come in at least four 
colour options. Tipster 
Evan Blass (@evleaks) 
tweeted alleged renders 
of Galaxy S23, S23+, 
and S23 Ultra without 
any watermarks. New 
high-resolution renders 
suggest four colourways 
for the upcoming smart-
phones. These could be 
called Phantom Black, 
Cotton Flower (Cream), 
Botanic Green, and 
Misty Lilac. They look 

almost similar to the de-
sign of their predeces-
sors, Galaxy S22, Galaxy 
S22+, and Galaxy S22 
Ultra, respectively. The 
Galaxy S23 Ultra is seen 
to sport an S Pen slot. All 
three devices appear to 
have a hole-punch cut-
out on display to house 
the selfie shooter. The 
renders show the Galaxy 
S23 and Galaxy S23+ 
with a triple rear camera 
unit and an LED flash. 
The Galaxy S23 Ultra, in 
contrast, is seen featur-
ing a quad camera setup 

at the rear. The power 
and volume buttons are 
seen placed on the left 
spine of the handsets. 
Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 
5 to Have an S-Pen Slot: 
Report Samsung is set to 
launch the Galaxy S23 
series on February 1 dur-
ing its Galaxy Unpacked 
2023 event. It will start at 
11:30pm IST and it will 
be livestreamed via the 
company’s official chan-
nels. The company has 
started pre-reservations 
for the upcoming flagship 
Galaxy S smartphones in 
India with a token pay-
ment of Rs. 1,999. Sam-
sung Galaxy S23 Series, 
Galaxy Book 3 Pre-Order 
Reservation Begins in 
US Although the compa-
ny hasn’t confirmed any 
specifications of Galaxy 
S23 smartphones, recent 
leaks suggest that the de-
vices will be powered by 
Qualcomm’s latest Snap-
dragon 8 Gen 2 SoC. 
The Galaxy S23 Ultra 
is expected to feature a 
200-megapixel sensor.

Flipkart Big Saving Days Sale: iPhone 14 
and iPhone 14 Plus available

The iPhone 14 price in 
India was originally set 
at Rs 79,900 for the base 
128GB model. However, 
Flipkart is offering the 
iPhone 14 at a discounted 
price of Rs 64,999. Buy-
ers can get an instant 10 
percent discount on ICI-
CI bank credit cards and 
EMI transactions. There 
are also exchange of-
fers for iPhone 14 up to 
Rs 20,000 with a 1-year 
warranty for the phone 
and 6 months warranty 
for In-Box accessories. 
iPhone 14 Plus is also 
now available for as low 
as Rs 72,999, down from 
its original Rs 89,900 
price tag. Additionally, 
Flipkart is also offering 
a discount of Rs 1,000 
using ICICI Bank and 
American Express credit 
cards. Flipkart is also of-
fering up to Rs 20,000 
in exchange for your old 
smartphone. Also Read - 
iPhone 14 Yellow to be 
available for pre-order 
with cashback offer Ap-
ple iPhone 14 and iPhone 
14 Plus specifications 
Apple iPhone 14 sports 

a 6.1-inch liquid Retina 
display and is powered 
by an A15 Bionic chip-
set. The smartphone 
runs on the latest iOS 16 
version. The iPhone 14 
Plus flaunts a 6.7-inch 
OLED display with 2778 
× 1284 pixel resolution 
and 458ppi pixel density. 
Also Read - iPhone 14 
is down to lowest price 
of Rs 65,999 in Flipkart 
sale For photography, it 
comes with a dual 12MP 
camera system at the 
back. Apple iPhone 14 is 
available in 128GB and 
256GB storage variants. 
The iPhone is available 
in Black, White, Pink, 
Red, and Blue colours. 
Also Read - Apple An-
nounces New Yellow Co-
lour Variant For iPhone 
14 And 14 Plus - Watch 
Video Apple recently 
launched its iPhone 14 
series smartphones back 
in September last year. At 
the time, the two lower 
end models of the series, 
that is, the iPhone 14 and 
the iPhone 14 Plus were 
available in Midnight, 
Starlight, (PRODUCT) 

RED, Blue, and Purple 
colour variants. Now, six 
months later, the com-
pany has introduced the 
two iPhone models in 
a new Yellow coloured 
variant. With today’s an-
nouncement, Apple’s 
iPhone 14 and iPhone 14 
Plus smartphones will be 
available in a total of six 
shades, which are — Yel-
low, Midnight, Starlight, 
(PRODUCT) RED, Blue, 
and Purple. Apple iPhone 
14, iPhone 14 Plus pric-
ing and availability Apple 
said that Yellow coloured 
iPhone 14 and iPhone 14 
Plus will be up for pre-

orders in India, Australia, 
Canada, China, France, 
Germany, Japan, South 
Korea, the UK, the US 
starting 5AM PST (or 
6:30PM IST) on March 
10 and it will be avail-
able for purchase starting 
March 14. The company 
also said that the Yellow-
coloured variant of the 
iPhone 14 and the iPhone 
14 Plus smartphones will 
be available in 128GB, 
256GB, and 512GB stor-
age capacities, at a start-
ing price of Rs 79,900 
and Rs 89,900 respec-
tively.

Samsung Odyssey OLED G8, Odyssey 
G7 and G7 Neo gaming monitors

Samsung on Tuesday 
launched the latest range of 
Odyssey Gaming monitors 
for Indian consumers. The 
Odyssey OLED G8, Odys-
sey G7, and G7 Neo are the 
latest addition to the Odys-
sey Gaming Monitor series 
with features such as Neo 
Quantum processor, HDR 
true black 400, Smart enter-
tainment, and AMD Free-
Sync Premium Pro. The 
new range of gaming moni-
tors are said to offer a next-
level gaming experience as 
well as entertainment on the 
same screen with its Smart 
Entertainment feature. With 
the inbuilt entertainment 
hub feature, consumers can 
convert the gaming moni-
tor into a smart TV with just 
a click. According to the 
company, these monitors 
are engineered and designed 
to offer faster refresh rates, 
better gaming, and viewing 
experience, enhanced audio 
system, and higher pixel 
density, packed in a premi-
um slim metal design. The 
latest line-up of the Odys-

sey monitors are for gamers 
because they come with a 
fast response time and a su-
perior picture quality, mak-
ing their gaming experi-
ence more immersive. Price 
and Availability: Odyssey 
OLED G8 monitor comes 
in Silver colour in India at 
a price of Rs 1,75,000. Od-
yssey Neo G7 will be avail-
able in White colour for 43-
inch and Black colour for 
32-inch at Rs 1,00,000 and 
Rs 1,30,000, respectively. 
Odyssey G7 in Black colour 
will be available at price of 
Rs 75,000. Customers can 
buy monitors from Sam-
sung’s official online store 

Samsung Shop, Amazon, 
and all leading retail stores. 
Odyssey OLED G8 and Od-
yssey Neo G7 will be avail-
able on an Instant Discount 
of Rs 1,750 on debit and 
credit cards of ICICI and 
leading banks along with 
a no cost EMI. Odyssey 
OLED G8 Specifications: 
The fastest OLED Gaming 
Monitor among the range 
of Odyssey monitors, the 
Odyssey OLED G8 aims to 
provide a life-like viewing 
experience due to the Sam-
sung Neo Quantum Proces-
sor installed in it. The GTG 
0.1ms and 175Hz.refresh 
rate makes the gaming.

Amazon Mega Electronics Days Sale 2023: 
Best Offers on Tablets, Laptops, Smartwatches

Amazon Mega Electron-
ics Days 2023 sale, which 
follows the Holi sale, is 
currently ongoing on the 
e-commerce platform. 
Among the items for sale 
are laptops, wearables, 
headphones, tablets, PC 
accessories, tablets, and 
cameras. The sale started 
on March 10 and will go 
on till March 14. Elec-
tronic items and acces-
sories are available from 
brands like Samsung, 
Apple, boat, Lenovo, 
Sony, and more at a dis-
counted rate. Card offers 
on various products will 

also be available as part 
of this Amazon sale. Fol-
lowing are some of the 
items with the best deals. 
Smartwatches Apple 
Watch SE (GPS+Celluar) 
The Apple Watch SE 
(GPS+Cellular), usually 
available for Rs. 36,900, 
is now listed at Rs. 34,900 
on the Amazon site. 
The smartwatch sports a 
40mm OLED retina dis-
play with a rectangular 
dial. Released in Sep-
tember 2020, the wear-
ble comes in five colour 
variants. This product 
also has a deal of 5 per-

cent cashback if the cus-
tomer uses an Amazon 
Pay ICICI Bank credit 
card during the purchase. 
There are also multiple 
No Cost EMI options 
offered on the deal. Buy 
now at: Rs. 34,900 (MRP 
Rs. 36,900) Fire-Boltt 
Phoenix Smartwatch 
The Fire-Boltt Phoenix 
Smartwatch is avail-
able for Rs.1,699, which 
comes at an original 
price of Rs. 2,199. With 
over 120 sports mode, 
the wearable offers fea-
tures including Bluetooth 
calling, SpO2 and heart-
rate monitoring. One 
can avail an additional 
5 percent cashback offer 
purchase it made through 
an Amazon Pay ICICI 
Bank credit card. Buy 
now at: Rs. 1,699 (MRP 
Rs. 2,199) Tablets and 
Pads Realme Pad Slim 
The Realme Pad Slim is 

offered at a discounted 
price of Rs. 17,908 dur-
ing the Amazon Mega 
Electronics Days 2023 
sale. It is usually marked 
at Rs. 29,999. It offers a 
10-4-inch display with 
MediaTek Helio G80 
chipset. The tablet 6GB 
RAM + 128GB storage, 
and was launched run-
ning on Android 11 OS. 
Buy now at: Rs. 17,908 
(MRP Rs. 29,999) Sam-
sung Tab A8 The Sam-
sung Tab A8 sports a 
10-5-inch display and 
packs 7,040mAh battery. 
During the sale, instead 
of its market price of 
Rs. 28,799, this tablet is 
available at Rs. 20,999. 
For optics, it packs an 
8-megapixel rear camera 
and a 5-megapixel front 
lens. Moreover, it gets 
3GB RAM and 32GB 
storage. Buy now at: Rs. 
20,999 (MRP Rs. 28,799) 

Laptops Lenovo Idea-
Pad Slim 3 The Lenovo 
IdeaPad Slim 3 laptop is 
offered at a discounted 
price of Rs. 33,446, down 
from its normal price of 
Rs. 60,890. Launched in 
July 2021, the laptop gets 
15.6-inch display. It runs 
on Intel Core i5 proces-
sor, with 8GB RAM and 
512GB internal storage. 
Buy now at: Rs. 33,446 
(MRP Rs. 60,890) Asus 
VivoBook 14 The Asus 
VivoBook 14 offers a 
14-inch display and is 
powered by a Core i5 
processor. It packs 8GB 
of RAM, along with 
512GB of SSD storage. 
The laptop is available 
at a price of Rs. 32,990 
during the sale, instead 
of its usual market price 
of Rs. 51,990. Buy now 
at: Rs. 32,990 (MRP Rs. 
51,990)

Samsung to soon launch next-
gen Galaxy SmartTag

Samsung will reportedly 
launch its next-genera-
tion Galaxy SmartTag 
later this year. The tech 
giant’s first object track-
er, Galaxy SmartTag, was 
released in 2021, reports 
SamMobile. The com-
pany has not released an 
updated version of the 
device in the two years 
since it was first intro-
duced. However, now, 
Samsung will likely 
launch the second-gen-
eration Galaxy SmartTag 
lineup in the third quarter 
of this year. Also Read - 
Samsung Galaxy M14 

5G debuts with Exynos 
1330 and 6,000mAh bat-
tery The upcoming ob-
ject tracker is expected 
to come with improved 
wireless range, beeper 
volume and enhanced 
security measures to pre-
vent unauthorised track-
ing. The tech giant will 
likely unveil its new Gal-
axy SmartTag alongside 
its next-generation wear-
able devices– the Galaxy 
Buds 3 and the Galaxy 
Watch 6. Also Read - 
MWC 2023: VMware 
collaborates with Sam-
sung on Virtualized RAN 

to Pave Way for Open 
5G Networks During the 
same event, the company 
is expected to unveil its 
next-generation fold-
able smartphones– Gal-
axy Z Flip 5 and Z Fold 
5, the report said. The 
tech giant launched the 
current Galaxy Smart-
Tag in 2021 at $29.99, 
which attaches to valu-
ables such as keys, bags 
or pet collars and makes 
those items trackable 
via a mobile application. 
Also Read - Samsung 
Galaxy A54 5G, Galaxy 
A34 5G could launch on 
March 15.Samsung is set 
to launch Galaxy A34 
5G and Galaxy A54 5G 
smartphones on March 
15 globally and the In-
dia launch will also hap-
pen next week, industry 
sources said on Thurs-
day. Both Galaxy A34 
and Galaxy A54 will add 
to Samsung’s portfolio of 
5G-ready smartphones 
and will help.

WhatsApp rolling out ‘multi-selection’ 
feature for messages on Windows beta

WhatsApp is rolling out 
a new “multi-selection” 
feature for messages on 
Windows beta. As per 
WABetaInfo, beta tes-
ters can now select mul-
tiple messages within a 
conversation and then 
choose to delete or for-
ward them all at once on 
WhatsApp for Windows. 
Also Read - WhatsApp 
rolling out 21 new emojis 
to some beta testers With 
the new feature, users can 
select multiple messages 
after clicking on “Se-
lect” within the context 
menu of a conversation. 
Also, they can click any-
where within a conversa-
tion and then the “Select 
messages” option will 
appear. The new feature 
is useful as earlier users 
had to select messages 
one by one and delete or 
forward them individu-
ally, reports IANS. Also 
Read - WhatsApp Is 
Rolling Out ‘Push Name 

Within Chat List’ Fea-
ture On iOS Beta - Watch 
Video However, now, by 
selecting multiple mes-
sages at once, users can 
save their time and effort. 
Also Read - WhatsApp 
is rolling out ‘Push name 
within chat list’ feature 
on iOS beta The ability to 
select multiple messag-
es has been released to 
beta testers after install-
ing the WhatsApp beta 
for Windows 2.2309.2.0 
update available on the 
Microsoft Store, and is 
expected to be rolled out 
to more users over the 
coming days, the report 
said. WhatsApp is also 
rolling out 21 new emojis 
to some beta testers for 
Android. According to 
WABetaInfo, it is no lon-
ger necessary to down-
load and use a different 
keyboard to send these 
21 emojis from the latest 
Unicode 15.0, as they can 
now be sent directly from 

the official WhatsApp 
keyboard. Earlier, the 
new 21 emojis were not 
visible within the official 
WhatsApp keyboard as 
they were under develop-
ment, but it was possible 
to send them by using 
an alternate keyboard. 
Moreover, the report 
said that the introduc-
tion of new emojis finally 
eliminates the problem 

that confused users, as 
they could receive these 
emojis but were unable 
to send them without 
workarounds. WhatsApp 
is reportedly develop-
ing a new feature — “si-
lence unknown callers” 
— which will allow us-
ers to mute calls from 
unknown numbers while 
still showing them in the 
calls list and notification 

centre. The new feature is 
currently under develop-
ment on WhatsApp beta 
for Android. WhatsApp 
is rolling out a new “Push 
name within the chat list” 
feature on iOS beta. Beta 
testers will now see push 
names within the chat 
list instead of the phone 
numbers every time they 
receive a message from 
an unknown group.
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‘Ab Number Aayega Inka’: Ashneer 
Grover On Silicon Valley Bank Collapse

New Delhi: With the fail-
ure of the US’s Silicon 
Valley Bank, Ashneer 
Grover, co-founder and 
former MD of the Indian 
fintech business BharatPe 
made fun of venture capi-

talists (VCs) (SVB). “Ea-
ger to see how many VCs 
lose their jobs (yes they 
do jobs - are not found-
ers and it’s not their own 
money that they deploy) 
in the aftermath of SVB. 

VC space needed a clean-
up for a long. Ab number 
aayega inka - too stupid 
people have made too 
much easy money in VCs 
doing nothing”, Ashneer 
Grover tweeted. (Also 
Read: Biryani ATM: 
Chennai-Based Start-Up 
Launches India’s First 
Biryani Takeout Out-
let) Reacting to Grover, 
Ajay Kumar, CEO of 
Coinshell remarked, “VC 
job layoff news shortly 
I expect”. (Also Read: 
Inflation Expected To 
Come Down Over The 
Year: RBI MPC Mem-
ber Ashima Goyal) Some 
venture capital firms and 
startups in India have 
contact with Silicon Val-
ley Bank. At least six 
fund managers and en-
trepreneurs claimed that 

greater concerns about 
the bank’s health have 
forced them to look for 
alternatives. In order to 
comprehend the effects 
and provide government 
aid in resolving the prob-
lem, Union minister Ra-
jeev Chandrasekhar will 
visit Indian startups af-
fected by the shutdown 
of SVB in India. “The 
closure of SVB Finance 
has undoubtedly disrupt-
ed companies all around 
the world. Entrepreneur-
ship has a significant role 
in the New India econo-
my. This week, I’ll speak 
with Indian startups to 
learn how the crisis is af-
fecting them and how the 
government of Narendra 
Modi may assist “said he.

MoS IT Chandrasekhar To Meet Start-
Ups To Assess SVB Collapse Impact

New Delhi: Minister of 
State for Electronics and 
IT Rajeev Chandrasekhar 
will meet representatives 
of start-ups this week 
to assess the impact of 
their exposure to Silicon 
Valley Bank which was 
deeply entrenched in the 
tech startup ecosystem. 
According to various 
industry players and ex-
perts, most Indian soft-
ware-as-a-services start-
ups with a presence in 
the US and firms linked 
to incubator Y Combi-
nator are among entities 
that will feel the heat of 
the Silicon Valley Bank 
collapse but the impact 
is likely to be short-term. 
“The SVB_Financial clo-
sure is certainly disrupt-
ing startups across the 

world. Startups are an 
imp part of the New In-
dia Economy. I will meet 
with Indian Startups this 
week to understand the 
impact on them n how @
narendramodi govt can 
help during this crisis,” 
Chandrasekhar tweeted 
on Sunday. (Also Read: 
Open Account With Rs 
250, Get Rs 2.5 Lakh At 
Maturity From This Govt 
Scheme: Check Return 
Calculator, Other De-
tails) SVB was deeply 
entrenched in the tech 
startup ecosystem and 
the default bank for many 
high-flying startups; 
its abrupt fall marked 
one of the largest bank 
failures since the 2008 
global financial crisis. 
(Also Read: This Res-

taurant Gives Free Food 
To Customers Over 158 
Kg Weight - Read Story) 
Industry watchers expect 
a quick takeover of the 
bank as it has enough 
assets that can be liqui-
dated to return money to 
the clients. Y Combina-
tor-backed startups get 
their payments in the ac-
counts they hold in SVB 
but many Indian firms 
linked to incubators like 

Meesho, Razorpay, and 
Cashfree Payments have 
said that they have no 
exposure to the crisis. Y 
Combinator-incubated 
Indian startup Snazzy’s 
co-founder and CEO 
Ayush Pateria said that 
most Indian startups, in-
cubated at Y Combinator, 
who are exposed to SVB, 
are in their early stage. 
Fintech firm Recur Club 
founder .

Norfolk Southern CEO vows aid for ‘as long 
as it takes’ after toxic Ohio derailment

Norfolk Southern CEO 
Alan Shaw told a U.S. 
Senate panel Thursday 
that he plans to “make 
it right” after one of the 
company’s trains de-
railed in East Palestine, 
Ohio, last month. Shaw 
appeared at a hearing of 
the U.S. Senate Com-
mittee on Environment 
and Public Works to ad-
dress what committee 
Democrats called “en-
vironmental and public 
health threats” result-
ing from the derailment. 
Shaw told the Senate 
panel he is “deeply sorry 
for the impact this de-
railment has had on the 
people of East Palestine 
and surrounding com-
munities.” He vowed 
the company will clean 
the site fully and that it’s 
making progress. “We 
will be in the community 
for as long as it takes,” 
he said, adding there are 

“no strings attached” 
to the company’s assis-
tance. As Shaw testified, 
news surfaced of another 
Norfolk Southern derail-
ment, this time in Ala-
bama. Around 30 train 
cars came off the tracks 
Thursday, though there 
were no reported injuries 
and no risk of hazardous 
material associated with 
the derailment. “You’re 
coming here with three 
derailments within three 
months, and the aver-
age in the industry is one 
per month for the en-
tire industry,” Sen. Jeff 
Merkley, D-Ore., told 
Shaw during the hearing 
“So congratulations on 
maybe some good luck 
over a few years, but at 
this moment, your team 
is the team that has the 
most derailments in the 
last three months.” Shaw, 
for his part, said Norfolk 
Southern is committed to 

providing financial as-
sistance to affected resi-
dents and first respond-
ers in the region. The 
company has pledged 
more than $21 million 
in reimbursements and 
investments. The CEO 
appeared alongside En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency regional admin-
istrator Debra Shore, 
Ohio EPA director Anne 
Vogel, Ohio River Valley 
Water Sanitation Com-
mission executive direc-
tor Richard Harrison, and 
Beaver County, Pennsyl-
vania, Department of 
Emergency Services di-
rector Eric Brewer. En-
vironmental concerns At 
about 9 p.m. local time 
on Feb. 3, an eastbound 
Norfolk Southern freight 
train with 11 tank cars 
carrying hazardous mate-
rials derailed near Ohio’s 
border with Pennsylvania 
and subsequently ignited. 
The chemicals included 
vinyl chloride, a highly 
flammable carcinogen, 
according to the National 
Transportation Safety 
Board. The EPA screened 
about 600 homes in East 
Palestine and didn’t de-
tect vinyl chloride or hy-
drogen chlorine, Shore 
said. She said the EPA 
is currently conducting 
24/7 air monitoring at 21 
stations throughout the 
community. Vogel added 

that the Ohio EPA has in-
stalled monitoring wells 
at the site of the derail-
ment to test for potential 
groundwater contamina-
tion, as well as sentinel 
wells for long-term sam-
pling of groundwater. 
Shore said she expects 
waste from the site to 
move as soon as Thurs-
day. The EPA waited a 
month before starting to 
order dioxin testing. “We 
detected very low levels, 
which very quickly went 
even down to non-detect. 
Without those primary 
indicators, it was a very 
low probability that diox-
ins would have been cre-
ated,” Shore said. “They 
are secondary byproducts 
of the burning of vinyl 
chloride, but we were lis-
tening to the community 
and they expressed sig-
nificant concerns about 
toxins.” There was not 
a script for this. There 
wasn’t a binder for me 
labeled ‘Train Wreck.’ 
Eric Brewer BEAVER 
COUNTY OFFICIAL 
Texas and Michigan of-
ficials said they did not 
know soil and water 
from the site of the wreck 
would be transported 
to their jurisdictions. 
“Michigan officials, the 
governor, myself, Sen. 
Peters, Michigan EPA, 
were not notified before 
that happened,” said Sen. 

Debbie Stabenow, D-
Mich. “That’s not accept-
able to us.” The commit-
tee’s ranking member, 
Republican Sen. Shelley 
Moore Capito from West 
Virginia, said the issue 
came down to trust and 
accountability. “If some-
thing like this happens 
again, God forbid they 
should also be able to 
trust the federal govern-
ment will be quick, de-
liberate, transparent and 
clear in their response, 
and the guilty party par-
ties will be held respon-
sible,” Capito said. The 
committee’s chairman, 
Sen. Tom Carper, D-Del., 
said there was miscom-
munication surrounding 
first responders who were 
under the impression 
that only one car would 
be vented and burned 
rather than five, which 
left some first respond-
ers scrambling. Brewer, 
the Beaver County of-
ficial, said the decision 
was “jaw-dropping.” 
“There was not a script 
for this. There wasn’t a 
binder for me labeled 
‘Train Wreck,’” Brewer 
said. The committee also 
heard from Ohio Sens. 
Sherrod Brown, a Demo-
crat, and J.D. Vance, a 
Republican, as well as 
Sen. Bob Casey,

This Restaurant Gives Free Food 
To Customers Over 158 Kg Weight

New Delhi: A restaurant 
in America apparently 
gave complimentary food 
to overweight diners, 
which led to a significant 
reaction on social media. 
After videos on TikTok 
and other social media 
channels showed poten-
tial customers lining up 
outside the Heart Attack 
Grill in Las Vegas to see 
if they were qualified for 
the deal or not, the de-
bate broke out. The Heart 
Attack Grill has built up 
quite a following over 
the years because of their 
theme-based service. 
The restaurant mostly 
serves fast food with a 
focus on foods that are 
incredibly rich in fat and 
calories. Some of their 
products are available 

in “Single,” “Double,” 
“Triple,” “Quadruple,” 
“Quintuple,” “Sextuple,” 
“Septuple,” and even 
“Octuple Bypass” orders. 
Most restaurants refer to 
their clients and patrons 
as diners. Yet, due to their 
distinctive hospital con-
cept, Heart Attack Grills 
refers to their patrons as 
“patients”. Their waiters 
dress up as physicians, 
while their waitresses 
play nurses. Before or-
dering, each patient dons 
a hospital gown and 
wristband. When videos 
of customers queuing 
up outside the restau-
rant started to circulate 
online, Twitter users 
criticised the owners for 
encouraging unhealthy 
behaviour by giving 

free fast food to obese 
people. Several claimed 
that by giving away big 
amounts of food, they are 
blatantly pushing people 
to get sick. One person 
posted, “I consumed 
way too many made-to-
order Haagen Daz ice 
cream bars while I was 
residing in Vegas. You 
probably don’t go to the 
heart attack grill to watch 
everyone who is over-
weight stuff themselves 
and gain weight. Over 
350 pounds, you get free 
food? Wow, why? Pretty 
repulsive.” Since it was 
established in 2005, the 
theme-based restaurant 
has used controversy as a 
marketing ploy.

ran says oil exports reach highest level 
since US reimposed sanction in 2018

Power Finance Corporation Net Profit 
Rises 7% to Rs 5,241 cr in Dec qtr

New Delhi: State-owned 
Power Finance Corpora-
tion (PFC) on Monday 
posted a 7 percent rise in 
its consolidated net profit 
at Rs 5,241.10 crore in 
the December quarter, 
mainly on the back of 
higher revenues. The 
consolidated net profit 
of the company was Rs 
4,893.91 crore in the Oc-
tober-December quarter 
of FY22, according to a 
regulatory filing. by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksY-
from IIT Madras Faculty 
& Industry Experts In-
tellipaat Total income of 
the company increased 
to Rs 19,662.65 crore in 
the quarter under review 
from Rs 19,213.69 crore 
in the same period a year 
ago. The board also ap-

proved third interim divi-
dend of Rs 3.50 per share, 
bringing the cumulative 
interim dividend for the 
financial year 2022-23 
to Rs 8.75 per share. ) 
The consolidated loan 
asset book crossed Rs 8 
lakh crore. The loan as-
set book as on Decem-
ber 31, 2022 stood at Rs 
8,04,526 crore. The con-
solidated disbursements 
crossed Rs 1 lakh crore-
mark at Rs 1,06,875 
crore for the nine months 
period in FY23 (April-
December 2022) and 
registered an increase of 
28 percent versus 9M’22 
(April-December 2021). 
(Also Read: IT Layoffs 
2023: Over 17,400 Tech 
Employees got Fired in 
Feb Globally to Date) 

This reflects PFC group’s 
robust business perfor-
mance, a company state-
ment said. The syner-
gies in the resolution of 
stressed assets have led 
to Gross NPA (bad loan) 
ratio falling below 4 per-
cent, from 5.55 percent 
in 9M’22 to 3.91 per-
cent in 9M’23. The con-
solidated Net NPA (bad 
loan) ratio saw a 71 ba-
sis points reduction from 
1.86 percent in 9M’22 to 
1.15 percent in 9M’23.

. This is the lowest ever 
Net NPA ratio on con-
solidated basis, it stated. 
On the distribution side, 
till date, the PFC group 
has collectively sanc-
tioned Rs 1,02,831 crore 
and disbursed Rs 28,179 
crore under Late Pay-
ment Surcharge Rules. 
The sanctioned amount 
will be disbursed in a 
phased manner through 
Equated Monthly Install-
ments (EMIs) ranging 
from 12 to 48 months. 

Tehran: Iranian Oil Min-
ister Javad Owji has 
said the country`s crude 
exports have reached 
the highest level since 
the reimposition of US 
sanctions in 2018, state 
media reported. Owji on 
Sunday added that Iran`s 

crude exports have in-
creased by 83 million 
barrel from the beginning 
of the current Iranian cal-
endar year, which started 
on March 21, 2022, to 
February 19, 2023, com-
pared to the same period 
in 2021-2022, reported 

the official news agency 
IRNA. It also showed a 
190-million-barrel in-
crease from the same 
time span in 2020-2021, 
he said, without reveal-
ing the exact number of 
Iran`s total crude exports, 
Xinhua news agency re-

ported. The Iranian oil 
Minister claimed that 
the country`s gas exports 
have witnessed a year-
on-year rise of 15 per 
cent in the current Ira-
nian calendar year, not-
ing that Iran has raked in 
$6.5 billion from its liq-
uefied petroleum gas ex-
ports since March 2022. 
In May 2018, the US 
intensified its sanctions 
on Iran, mainly target-
ing the country`s oil ex-
ports and banking sector, 
following its unilateral 
withdrawal from a 2015 
nuclear deal, formally 
known as the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JCPOA). The talks 
on the JCPOA`s revival 
began in April 2021 in 
Vienna. No breakthrough 
had been achieved after 
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EPL: Arsenal beat Fulham to regain five-top lead at 
top, Manchester United play goalless draw

Arsenal powered five 
points clear at the top of 
the Premier League with 
a stylish 3-0 win at Ful-
ham, while Casemiro was 
sent off as Manchester 
United were held to a 0-0 
draw by Southampton on 
Sunday. Mikel Arteta’s 
Arsenal side had seen 
second-placed Manches-
ter City close the gap with 
victory at Crystal Palace 
on Saturday. The Gun-
ners responded with the 
kind of composed display 

that has been the hall-
mark of their unexpected 
title charge. First-half 
goals from Gabriel Mag-
alhaes, Gabriel Martinelli 
and Martin Odegaard 
-- all set up by Leandro 
Trossard -- put Arsenal 
on course for a fifth con-
secutive league win. With 
11 league games left, the 
north Londoners have the 
title in their sights. Also 
Read: PL: A top four fin-
ish this time will be like 
winning the league, says 

Spurs manager Anto-
nio Conte Since being 
knocked out of pole posi-
tion after a defeat against 
City, which came during 
a run of four games with-
out a win, Arsenal have 
shown the mettle of po-
tential champions with 
a strong response to that 
wobble. It was Arsenal’s 
11th victory from 14 
away league matches this 
season, underlining the 
durability and maturity 
that has them in position 
to win the title for the 
first time since Arsene 
Wenger’s ‘Invincibles’ in 
2004. “We scored beau-
tiful goals. I’m really 
happy to win away from 
home, especially with a 
clean sheet,” Arteta said. 
“It’s great to see the goals 
distributed through the 
team. Leandro laid on 
three assists and could 
also have scored too.” 
There was more good 
news for Arsenal in the 

last 14 minutes as Brazil 
forward Gabriel Jesus 
made his first appear-
ance since injuring his 
knee at last year’s World 
Cup. With Rolling Stones 
singer Mick Jagger 
watching from the stands, 
the Gunners ensured their 
celebrity fan got satisfac-
tion from his trip to Cra-
ven Cottage. Gabriel put 
Arsenal ahead after 21 
minutes as the Brazilian 
centre-back rose above 
three Fulham defenders 
to meet Trossard’s corner 
with a powerful close-
range header. Arsenal 
struck again with another 
aerial raid in the 26th 
minute. Trossard was 
the provider once more, 
teasing his way down the 
left flank before lofting a 
cross towards Martinelli, 
who easily out-jumped 
Antonee Robinson to 
head home from close-
range. Odegaard put the 
result beyond doubt in the 

final seconds of the first 
half as Arsenal benefitted 
from more abject Fulham 
defending. Producing his 
third assist of the after-
noon, Trossard’s cross 
reached Odegaard in the 
Fulham area and the mid-
fielder, granted far too 
much space, controlled 
on his thigh and set him-
self for a fierce strike 
that fizzed past Bernd 
Leno. Casemiro woe At 
Old Trafford, Casemiro’s 
dismissal forced third-
placed United to settle 
for a drab goalless draw. 
United are unbeaten in 
their last 22 home games, 
but this was a limp per-
formance in their first 
league match since last 
weekend’s humiliating 
7-0 defeat at bitter rivals 
Liverpool. Erik ten Hag’s 
team looked fatigued af-
ter beating Real Betis in 
the Europa League last-
16 first leg on Thursday 
and had to hold.

WPL 2023: Harmanpreet slams another 50 
as Mumbai beat UP women by eight wickets 

for fourth win on the trot
Mumbai Indians women 
continued their winning run 
as they beat UP Warriorz 
women by eight wickets to 
notch up their fourth win 
in as many matches in the 
Women’s Premier League 
(WPL). Skipper Harman-
preet Kaur starred with 
the bat as she scored yet 
another half-century for 
her team, scoring 55 runs 
off 33 balls including nine 
fours and one six. Chasing 
a target of 160 runs, MI 
got off to a perfect start as 
they notched up 51 runs for 
no loss in powerplay itself. 
Yastika Bhatia, who played 
a blasting innings of 42 off 
27 balls, however, got out 
soon after the after power-
play. Her opening partner 
Hayley Matthews (12 off 
17) too departed three balls 
later with any change in 
the scoreboard. Nat Sciver-
Brunt and skipper Harman-
preet Kaur then took charge 
as the duo added 106 runs 
for third wicket, closing all 
door on UP Warriorz, as 
they chased the target down 
in 17.3 overs. Sciver-Brunt 
scored unbeaten 45 off 31 

balls, hitting six fours and 
one six. Also Read: Bangla-
desh stun world champion 
England in second T20I, 
take unassailable 2-0 lead 
in series Earlier, Warriroz 
women won the toss and 
elected to bat first. MI, how-
ever, struck early as they 
took Shafali Vaidya out on 
the last ball of the second 
over. Kiran Navgire then 
joined UP skipper Alyssa 
Healy and the duo added 50 
runs for the third wicket be-
fore Navgire got out. Tahlia 
McGrath and Healy then 
took charge of the innings 
and added 82 runs for the 
third wicket before Healy 

was trapped LBW by Saika 
Ishaque, who sent back Mc-
Grath back two balls later in 
the same seventeenth over 
after she completed her 50. 
A couple more wickets fell 
for UP as they managed 
159/6 runs in their 20 overs. 
For Mumbai, Ishaque took 
three wickets for 33 runs 
in her four overs while 
Amelia Kerr took 2/33 and 
Hayley Matthews chipped 
in with 1/27 in her four 
overs. Mumbai currently sit 
atop the points table with 
eight points in four match-
es while UP Warriorz are 
placed third with two wins 
and two losses.

WWE: John Cena to not appear on every RAW, 
SmackDown in lead up to WrestleMania 39 

Former 16-time World 
Champion John Cena 
appeared on the past epi-
sode of Monday Night 
RAW where he accepted 
Austin Theory’s United 
States title challenge for 
WrestleMania 39. Cena 
and Theory both cut a 
good promo on RAW 
that even had the crowd 
involved. However, for 
Cena’s fans, there is bad 
news – as per Dave Melt-
zer from the Wrestling 
Observer Newsletter, 
John Cena is not slated 
to appear on every RAW, 
SmackDown episode in 
the lead-up to Wrestle-
Mania. Earlier, the belief 
was Cena would make 
several appearances on 
live television hyping the 
dream match between 
him and Theory. That no-
tion, however, has gone 
down the drain as Cena, 
who was reported to have 
completed the shooting 
of his upcoming movie 
- Ricky Stanicky, will 
now be starting filming 
for another movie ‘Grand 

Death Lotto’. This means 
Cena will only appear on 
promotional shows when-
ever he gets time. ALSO 
READ: WWE: Gunther’s 
WrestleMania 39 oppo-
nent to be determined on 
next week’s SmackDown 
“That movie was done 
on the [March] fourth, 
that movie was done last 
weekend, but he’s got 
another movie he’s start-
ing up on. So, his time is 
still limited. It’s not like 
he’s going to be on TV 

every Monday or Fri-
day or anything. When 
he’s free, he’ll be there,” 
Meltzer stated. Talking of 
Cena, his return to RAW 
last week had the crowd 
on its feet. As reported 
earlier, just ahead of the 
episode Theory had said 
he’d give a warm wel-
come to Cena to RAW – 
and he stood by his words 
as he appeared right after 
Cena’s music stopped. 
After going too and fro 
in verbal volleys, Cena 

declined Theory’s offer 
initially saying Austin is 
not yet ready for this. But 
after Theory involved 
the WWE universe in it, 
Cena had no choice but to 
accept his offer and make 
this match official for the 
Show of Shows. THE 
TIME HAS COME.@_
Theory1 defends the 
#USTitle against @John-
Cena at #WrestleMania! 
pic.twitter.com/hAnto-
S1Wke

Czech international midfielder Jakub Jankto 
comes out as gay : I no longer want to hide myself

Scottie Scheffler reclaims top ranking 
from Rory McIlroy after Phoenix Open win

Scottie Scheffler knocked 
Rory McIlroy off the top of 
the world rankings on Sun-
day after the Masters cham-

pion retained his Phoe-
nix Open title in Arizona. 
Scheffler carded a final 
round of six-under-par 65 

for a 19 under total to claim 
his fifth PGA Tour title 
and regain the number one 
ranking he had held for 30 

weeks until October. Cana-
da’s Nick Taylor also carded 
a final round of 65 to finish 
two strokes adrift. “It feels 
pretty good,” Scheffler, 26, 
said. “I’m just proud of 
how I fought. I didn’t have 
my best stuff, but I grinded 
it out. “Bad shots are going 
to come. You’re not going 
to play 72 holes of perfect 
golf. A lot of it is how you 
respond.” Scheffler, who 
took the $3.6 million top 
prize, won his first PGA 
Tour title in Phoenix to kick 
off a run of four wins in six 
starts. The American won 
his first major at Augusta 
National last April and was 
voted PGA Tour Player of 
the Year. Also read: Who is 
Brittany Matthews? Meet 
Super Bowl MVP & star 
football quarterback Patrick 
Mahomes’ wife Spaniard 
Jon Rahm, who also had a 
chance to become number 
one with a win on Sunday, 
was third at 14-under after 
closing with a 68, while 
McIlroy carded a 70 to fin-
ish joint 32nd on four under 
for the tournament.

Australia’s Wade Ormsby wins fourth Asian Tour title
Australian Wade Orms-
by won his fourth Asian 
Tour title following a 
sudden death playoff 
against Thai Chonlatit 
Chuenboonngam in the 
International Series Thai-
land final on Sunday. The 
Aussie had lagged two 
shots behind the leaders 
at the beginning of the 
day, but under near-per-
fect conditions in seaside 
resort Hua Hin carded a 
seven-under-par 65 to 
win the $360,000 prize 
money. Little-known 
Chonlatit, 24, had looked 
set to win, remaining in 
the lead in the final six 
holes, carding par at 18, 
before finishing eight-
under-par 64. Also Read: 
EPL: Arsenal beat Ful-
ham to regain five-top 
lead at top, Manches-
ter United play goalless 
draw vs Southampton 
The 42-year-old dropped 
only one shot at the 11th 
but recovered well with 
birdies on 12, 13 and 16 
racing up the leaderboard 
before missing a birdie 

at 15ft on the 18th -- and 
teeing up a playoff. The 
sudden-death playoff at 
the par under five 18th 
hole was quickly ended 
by Ormsby with a clutch 
birdie putt that took the 
win, but not before the 
veteran player had a 
slight wobble. “I got a 
little bit unlucky on the 
playoff hole to find the 
bunker, but I holed the 
12-footer when it mat-
tered,” Ormsby said. “I 
had a tough week down 

in New Zealand last 
week. I was so annoyed 
with myself as I knew I 
was playing well,” he 
said, adding he had put 
in the work with coach 
Grant Field. “I am so 
stoked,” Ormsby said. “I 
am just so happy I have 
won an International Se-
ries event especially here 
at Black Mountain, I love 
the place.” Addressing 
his family home in Aus-
tralia, he added: “This 
one’s for you guys.” It is 

Ormsby’s first significant 
victory since his 2020 
win at the Hong Kong 
Open -- where he returns 
next week as defend-
ing champion. Chon-
latit, who put on one of 
the best performances 
of his six-year career, 
said his priority playing 
was to keep his card for 
the Asian tour. “But this 
week I’m very happy 
with my performance so 
I now would like to win 
one,” he said.

Czech international mid-
fielder Jakub Jankto said 
on Monday that he was 
gay in an emotional vid-
eo on his Twitter account. 
“I am homosexual and I 
no longer want to hide 
myself,” Jankto said in 
English. Only a hand-
ful of top players have 
publicly come out as gay 
while still playing. Jus-
tin Fashanu came out in 
1990. Josh Cavallo, at 
Adelaide United, came 
out in October 2021 and 
Jake Daniels did so at 

English side Blackpool 
in May 2022. Jankto, a 
27-year-old winger on 
loan at Czech top-flight 
side Sparta Prague from 
Getafe, became the first 
player attached to a club 
in La Liga to come out. 
“Like everybody else, 
I also want to live my 
life in freedom, without 
fears, without prejudice, 
without violence, or with 
love,” he added. “I have 
a job and I have been 
doing it as best as I can 
for years, with serious-

ness, professionalism and 
passion,” said Jankto. 
Sparta Prague said Jankto 
had previously told the 
club and his team-mates 
about his sexual orien-
tation. “Jakub Jankto 
spoke openly about his 
sexual orientation with 
the club’s management, 
coach and teammates 
some time ago,” said the 
club on Twitter. “Every-
thing else concerns his 
personal life. No further 
comments. No more 
questions. “You have our 

support. Live your life, 
Jakub. Nothing else mat-
ters.” Also Read: Man 
United not at the level 
of Man City & Arsenal, 
feels Old Trafford club’s 
former fullback Gary 
Neville Getafe also of-
fered their support. “Our 
maximum respect and un-
conditional support to our 
footballer Jakub Jankto,” 
wrote the Madrid side on 
Twitter. The top football 
bodies also threw their 
support behind Jankto, 
just like several football 
clubs. “We’re all with 
you, Jakub. Football is 
for everyone,” tweeted 
FIFA. “Well done, Jakub. 
You’re a true inspiration, 
and European football is 
with you!” said UEFA. 
“Proud of you, Jakub!” 
tweeted La Liga leaders 
Barcelona. Jankto, who 
has also played for Udi-
nese and Sampdoria in 
Serie A, has played 45 
games and scored four 
goals for the Czech na-
tional team. He has a 
three-year-old son, Da-
vid.



12

Printer, publisher & Owner by Rahimuddin Kemal, Printed at Riyaz Printing Press S.No.22 - 8 - 161, Behind Hotel Nayab Chatta Bazar Nayapull,  
Hyderabad-500034 (Andhra Pradesh). Editor - Mr.Fahim Kemal. Dil-a-Veez, H.No.8-2-618/3,Road No. 11, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad-500034.TS. India.  

Phone Nos : +91-9502813388, 9989397473. Email: indianhorizon2010@gmail.com feedbackhorizon@gmail.com

Indian Horizon Hyderabad
             Tuesday | March 14 |2023

From ‘Mother India’ To ‘Naatu Naatu’, 
India’s Tryst With The Oscars

New Delhi: As the Acad-
emy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences gears 
up to announce the recip-
ients of its honours this 
year at the 95th edition of 
the Academy Awards on 
March 12 (IST 5.30 a.m., 
Monday), Indian cinema 
enthusiasts look forward 
in anticipation of an elsu-
sive Oscar coming home. 
The year 2009 saw the 
‘Mozart of Madras’, A.R. 
Rahman, bag an Oscar 
for Best Original Score 
for the Danny Boyle di-
rectorial ‘Slumdog Mil-

lionaire’, which won 
eight Academy Awards. 
‘Slumdog Millionaire’ 
also got Resul Pookutti 
the Oscar for Best Sound 
Mixing, while lyricist 
Gulzar and A.R. Rahman 
jointly won the award fro 
the Best Original Song 
(‘Jai Ho’), taking India’s 
count for the movie to 
three. The year 2023 
brought with it some hap-
py tidings as India basked 
in the spotlight with three 
Academy Award nomina-
tions -- S.S. Rajamouli’s 
RRR (for Best Song - 

‘Naatu Naatu’) which 
has in nomination M.M. 
Keeravani for music and 
Chandrabose for lyr-
ics; Aman Mann and 
Shaunak Sen’s ‘All That 
Breathes’ for Best Docu-
mentary Feature Film, 
and Guneet Monga and 
Kartiki Gonsalves’s ‘The 
Elephant Whisperers’ for 
Best Documentary Short 
Film. India’s official Os-
car entry, ‘Chhello Show’ 
or ‘Last Picture Show’ 
could not make it to the 
final slate in the Best In-
ternational Feature Film 
category. Bhanu Athaiya 
was the first Indian to 
win an Academy Award 
in 1983 for Best Costume 
Design for Richard At-
tenborough’s 1982 film 
‘Gandhi’. Subsequently, 
in 1992, iconic film-
maker Satyajit Ray was 
conferred with an honor-
ary Academy Award. Pre-
senting the award to Ray, 
who received it on his 
hospital bed in Kolkata, 

legendary actress Audrey 
Hepburn had described 
his work as a “rare mas-
tery of the art of motion 
pictures and his profound 
humanism which has 
had an indelible influ-
ence on filmmakers and 
audiences throughout the 
world”. Ray remains the 
only Indian till date to 
win an honorary Acade-
my Award. However, In-
dia’s association with the 
Academy Awards goes as 
far back as 1958, when 
Mehboob Khan’s ‘Moth-
er India’ became the first 
ever Indian film to be 
nominated for the Acad-
emy Awards in its 30th 
edition, under the Best 
Foreign Language Film 
category. The iconic film 
is a depiction of crushing 
poverty braved by a wid-
ow while she struggles 
to raise her sons respect-
ably. It features Nargis, 
Sunil Dutt, Rajendra Ku-
mar, and Raaj Kumar.

Oscar Awards 2023: RRR Song ‘Naatu Naatu’ 
Creates History, Wins Academy Award

New Delhi: ‘Naatu Naa-
tu’ from the S.S. Raja-
mouli directorial ‘RRR’ 
bags the Oscar for Best 
Original Song category. 
The song has truly be-
come a global sensa-
tion. the composer of 
the song M. M. Keera-
vani received the award. 
The song has made India 
proud and it can be seen 
on the faces of the RRR 
stars. ‘Naatu Naatu’ re-
cently won the Critics 
Choice Award. ‘Naatu 
Naatu’ from ‘RRR” wins 
the Oscar for Best Origi-
nal Song! #Oscars #Os-
cars95 pic.twitter.com/
q4EQOzTN9e — The 
Academy (@TheAcade-
my) March 13, 2023 The 
magnum opus energy-
packed track `Naatu Naa-
tu` made it to the Oscar 
nominations this year in 
the `Original Song` cat-
egory. This lyrical com-
position of `Naatu Naatu` 
by MM Keeravani, high 
energy rendition by sing-
ers Rahul Sipligunj and 

Kaala Bhairava, unique 
choreography by Prem 
Rakshith, and lyrics by 
Chandrabose are all the 
elements that make this 
`RRR` mass anthem a 
perfect dance craze. The 
song was competing 
against `Applause` from 
the film `Tell It Like 
A Woman,` `Hold My 
Hand` from the movie 
`Top Gun: Maverick,` 

`Lift me Up` from `Black 
Panther: Wakanda For-
ever,` and `This Is Life,` 
from `Everything, Ev-
erywhere All At Once`. 
Not just `Naatu Naatu`, 
two Indian documenta-
ries also made it to the 
nominations this year 
- Shaunak Sen`s `All 
That Breathes` and Kar-
tiki Gonsalves` `The El-
ephant Whisperers`. SS 

Rajamouli ‘RRR’ stars 
Ram Charan, Jr NTR, 
Alia Bhatt and Ajay 
Devgn. The 95th Acad-
emy Awards, hosted by 
Jimmy Kimmel, are hap-
pening at the Dolby The-
atre in Los Angeles and 
are available to stream on 
Disney+ Hotstar.

Five intriguing films to watch out for in 2023

The whopping success of 
‘Pathaan’ has finally put 
to rest all speculations 
about whether Hindi cin-
ema still has the power 
to draw audiences to 
theatres and now trade 
observers and audiences 
are looking forward to 
a lavish buffet of enter-
tainers in the months to 
come. Here is our pick 
of some of the films ev-
erybody is waiting for in 
2023: Bheed Anubhav 
Sinha, who once helmed 
the potboiler ‘Dus’, the 
sci-fi thriller ‘Ra. One’ 
and a romantic drama 
like ‘Tum Bin’, has in 
the past few years, dra-
matically shifted to seri-

ous, introspective, and 
socially relevant films 
like ‘Mulk,’ ‘Thappad’, 
‘Article 15’, and ‘Anek.’ 
This year, he is back with 
another thought-provok-
ing film ‘Bheed’ which 
addresses issues like so-
cial inequality and the 
power of the individual 
and the collective. The 
film stars Bhumi Pednek-
ar, Rajkumar Rao, Dia 
Mirza, Pankaj Kapur, 
Ashutosh Rana. This film 
is the director’s second 
collaboration with Dia 
Mirza who also starred 
in ‘Thappad’. The film 
is slated for a release on 
24 March 2023 Bholaa 
Ajay Devgn, Deepak Do-

briyan, Tabu, Abhishek 
Bachan and Makarand 
Deshpande star in this 
much-awaited film  that 
will release on 30 March, 
2023.This is Devgn’s 
fourth directorial effort 
and is the Hindi remake 
of the Tamil hit Kaithi 
(2019) which revolved 
around an ex-convict, 
who after being released 
from the prison, tries to 
connect with his daugh-
ter for the first time.
There is a lot of raw 
emotion, action, twists 
triggered by crime and 
punishment and the film 
is expected to appeal to 
a diverse range of view-
ers. Jawan After four 
years, Shah Rukh Khan 
has delivered a film that 
is possibly on its way to 
become the biggest hit 
in the history of Hindi 
cinema and now all eyes 
are on ‘Jawan’, a thriller 
written and directed by 
celebrated Tamil direc-
tor Atlee.The USP of the 
film is Shah Rukh Khan 
in a dual role opposite 
none other than Tamil 
superstar Vijay Sethu-
pathi. ‘Jawan’ also stars 
Nayanthara, Sanya Mal-

hotra and Priyamani with 
Deepika Padukone and 
Vijay in cameo appear-
ances. From the time the 
film went on the floors in 
September 2021, it has 
created huge waves and 
is scheduled for a theatri-
cal release on 2nd June, 
2023. Animal After de-
livering the controversial 
hit ‘Kabir Singh’, direc-
tor Sandeep Reddy Van-
ga is back this year with 
‘Animal’, a gangster, re-
venge drama and a multi-
starrer headlined by Ran-
bir Kapoor, Rashmika 
Mandana, Tripti Dimri, 
Anil Kapoor and Bobby 
Deol. ‘Animal’ has gen-
erated excitement for 
daring to portray Ranbir 
Kapoor in a never-before 
grey role and producer 
Bhushan Kumar says 
the film will also depict 
a surprising dynamic be-
tween Anil Kapoor and 
Ranbir. ‘Animal’ is slat-
ed for a release on Au-
gust 11, 2023. Dunki Ace 
director Rajkumar Hirani 
and writer Abhijat Joshi 
came together again this 
year with ‘Dunki’. a film 
about the use of an illegal 
backdoor.

Indian film The Elephant Whisperers triumphs at 
Oscars 2023, wins Best Documentary Short

It’s A Wrap For Karan Johar’s Directorial 
‘Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem Kahani’

New Delhi: After complet-
ing the last leg of shooting 
in Kashmir, Karan Johar 
has finally wrapped up his 
directorial `Rocky aur Rani 
Ki Prem Kahani`. Taking 
to Instagram, Karan treat-
ed fans with a glimpse of 
wrap-up celebrations with 
behind-the-scenes along 
with a long note. In the pic-
tures, Ranveer Singh, Alia 
Bhatt and Karan were seen 
doing pooja on the sets. He 
also shared images of pass-
ing instructions to the film`s 
cast and crew. He wrote, 
“It`s been 7 years since I di-
rected a film..... I embarked 
on a journey of a film that 
I had to stop mid way for 
various unavoidable rea-
sons and then the germ of 
#rockyaurranikipremka-

hani came to me from a 
real life family anecdote ( 
something my father once 
told me about ) and then my 
soldiers helped me create 
everything I wanted to with 
my 7th feature ...” by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksYou 
May Like Citizens of India 
aged 40-80 can take advan-
tage of this opportunity. 
Homeownerhome Indian 
Call Center Service Provid-
er Best Call Center He add-
ed, “I was blessed with the 
best team ... a team so full 
of love that bidding them 
goodbye was not easy..... 
thank you to each and ev-
ery one of the core team 
that helped me through 
thick , thin , Covid and bad 
weather.... ( you know who 
you are and I love you for-

ever) to my amazing cast 
from veterans to friends ... 
from first time actors to es-
tablished maestros .... I am 
blessed with this illustrious 
cast who portrayed each 
and every part to its visu-
alisation and more .... We 
finally wrapped last night!!! 
We can`t wait to share our 
labour of love , family, fun 
and sheer joy with all of you 

on the 28th of July 2023...... 
see you at the movies!!” As 
soon as the news was shared 
on Insta, the director`s fans 
and industry friends chimed 
in the comment section. 
Anil Kapoor reacted with 
heart emojis. Janhvi Ka-
poor wrote, “Most special. 
can`t wait.” Shilpa Shetty 
dropped a comment, she 
wrote.

Tamil documentary The 
Elephant Whisperers 
brings Oscar to India. The 
documentary won Best 
Documentary Short at the 
95th Academy Awards 
making it a maiden vic-
tory for India in the Doc-
umentary Short Subject 
category. The film’s di-
rector Kartiki Gonsalves 

and producer Guneet 
Monga went up on stage 
to pick the golden stat-
ue. The film is available 
on Netflix. Directed by 
Kartiki Gonsalves, the 
Netflix documentary 
bested Haulout, How 
Do You Measure a Year, 
The Martha Mitchell Ef-
fect and Stranger at the 

Gate to scoop the trophy. 
The Elephant Whisperers 
depicts an unbreakable 
bond between two aban-
doned elephants and their 
caretakers. It is produced 
by Guneet Monga and 
Achin Jain of Sikhya En-
tertainment. In her win-
ning speech, Gonsalves 
dedicated the award to 
her family and her moth-
erland India. Earlier, two 
entries were set in India 
- Smile Pinki and Period. 
End Of Sentence won 
Oscars for Documentary 
Short. Monga was the ex-
ecutive producer on Pe-
riod. Oscars 2023: Check 
out the full list of winners 

(Updating Live) ‘The 
Elephant Whisperers’ 
wins the Oscar for Best 
Documentary Short Film. 
Congratulations! #Os-
cars #Oscars95 pic.twit-
ter.com/WeiVWd3yM6 
— The Academy (@
TheAcademy) March 13, 
2023 × Days prior to the 
Oscars, Guneet Monga 
had spoken exclusively 
to WION about The El-
ephant Whisperer and 
stated the film took five 
years to make. “Kartiki 
has been associated to 
the project for 5 years 
and I have been with it 
for three and a half years. 
And Netflix came.

Check Out the Top Collaborations of Magical 
Duo Salman Khan-Kamaal Khan

New Delhi: The highly 
anticipated song ‘Naiyo 
Lagda’ from the film Kisi 
Ka Bhai Kisi Ki Jaan has 
been released and it takes 
us back to the feels of 
90s music. The soulful 
melody in the voice of 
Kamaal Khan, composed 
by Himesh Reshammiya, 
starring Salman Khan & 
Pooja Hegde in the lead 
is the perfect romantic 
tune for lovers to rejoice 
in valentine’s week. The 
song was launched at 
the Bigg Boss grand fi-
nale yesterday and since 
then it has become one 
of the most-loved songs 
on the internet. While 
some might credit the 
success of this song to 
Salman Khan’s magnifi-
cent screen presence, and 
his chemistry with Pooja 
Hegde, some are prais-
ing this collaboration of 
Khan with Himesh Res-
hammiya, and some with 
Kamaal Khan. Salman 
Khan- Kamaal Khan 
partnerships for his mov-
ies have forever been one 

of the most hit pairings. 
Time and again, both 
of them have delivered 
some chartbuster songs. 
Here is a look back at 
all the songs that Salman 
Khan and Kamaal Khan 
have delivered. Oh Oh 
Jane Jaana ‘Oh, Oh Jane 
Jaana’ from Pyaar Kiya 
Toh Darna Kya is one 
of the biggest hits from 
Salman Khan’s career. “I 
love you all” is still one 
of the most played lines 
from this song in all the 
clubs. The song was out 
and out a chartbuster and 
the music lover still hears 
it on a loop. Seeti Maar 

‘Seeti Maar’ from Radhe 
is, without a doubt, one 
of the most played party 
songs. This collaboration 
of Salman Khan with 
Kamaal Khan gave us 
one of the most fun, en-
thusiastic, and energetic 
songs in the film Radhe. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like 
The Himalayan Home-
stay Protecting The Red 
Panda The Better Trav-
eller India: Why Is Ev-
eryone Excited Over 
This Rs.1999 Smart-
watch BlazeFit Munna 
Badnaam Hua Munna 
Badnaam Hua from Da-

bangg 3 is yet another 
hit song from Salman 
Khan as reunites with 
Kamaal Khan. The en-
ergy level in this song is 
at its height and it was re-
freshing to hear Kamaal 
Khan’s voice in this fa-
mous blockbuster. Hello 
Brother ‘Hello Brother’ 
from the film ‘Hello 
Brother’ starring Salman 
Khan, sung by Kamaal 
Khan was one of the 
biggest hits in the 90s. 
All the clubs played this 
song on a loop and even-
tually became one of the 
biggest songs delivered 
by the Salman Khan.


