
Volume 13    |         Issue : 44    |       Published From Hyderabad and Delhi  |  HYDERABAD Monday- February- 13-2023     |   Pages 12      |    Price: 3.00
www.indianhorizon.org  |   RNI No: APENG/2010/35309  |   IN MEMORY OF DR ASIMA KEMAL AND PROF. DR. SALIM W KEMAL   |  Email:  indianhorizon2010@gmail.com

Jamiat’s Arshad Madani says 
‘Manu worshipped Allah’, Jain 

Muni storms off stage with 
other religious leaders

Delhi-Mumbai express-
way way a grand picture 

of progress, will boost 
economy: PM Modi

School principals 
trained abroad meet 

Delhi and Punjab CMs

Traditions And Sentiments Emanating From Kashi
Ayodhya, Mathura And Sarnath 

Unite All Indians: President Murmu
Delhi Feb 12: The traditions 
and sentiments emanat-
ing from Kashi, Ayodhya, 
Mathura and Sarnath unite 
all Indians in one thread, 
President Droupadi Murmu 
said on Sunday. Address-
ing a civic reception hosted 
in her honour by the Uttar 
Pradesh government at 
Lok Bhavan here, she said 
the warm welcome she re-
ceived has made her first 
visit to Lucknow as presi-
dent unforgettable. “The 
traditions and sentiments 
emanating from Kashi, 
Ayodhya, Mathura and 
Sarnath unite all Indians in 
one thread. Naimisharanya, 
Gorakhpur, Magahar and 
many other holy places of 
Uttar Pradesh have wit-
nessed India’s flourishing 
spiritual power,” she said. 

”The spiritual energy of 
such holy places would con-
tinue to provide strength 
to our country for ages,” 
she added. The Kumbh in 
Prayagraj has been a ma-
jor religious, spiritual and 
cultural event since ancient 
times, she said, adding 
that in 2017 UNESCO rec-

ognised Prayagraj Kumbh 
Mela as an “Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage of Human-
ity”. The president said Luc-
know, situated on the bank 
of the Gomati river, on one 
hand is associated with our 
oldest traditions and on the 
other it has been a major 
centre of culture, literature, 

politics and art and skills in 
the medieval and modern 
times. “Along with the de-
velopment of the economy, 
it is also necessary for eco-
nomic and social progress 
to be just and inclusive. It 
is our national priority to 
bring all the deprived sec-
tions of the society and 
women within the ambit 
of inclusive development,” 
she said. “I am confident 
that Uttar Pradesh would 
contribute significantly in 
ensuring economic, so-
cial and political justice 
through women empow-
erment. In the history of 
political empowerment 
of women, UP has unique 
records,” she said. She said 
the state government is 
determined to achieve big 
goals. “The country’s larg-

est work-force and largest 
youth population are be-
ing provided opportuni-
ties to utilise their talents 
in the state,” she said. She 
expressed confidence that 
India has a bright future 
as the hardworking and 
dedicated people of such 
a vast state are working to 
build a new India. Gover-
nor Anandiben Patel, Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
and people from diverse 
fields were present on the 
occasion. Earlier in the day, 
the president addressed 
the valedictory session of 
the Uttar Pradesh Global 
Investors Summit here. 
At the summit, President 
Murmu said Uttar Pradesh 
is “capable and ready” to 
become India’s growth en-
gine. She said that through 

PM Modi Calls For Popularising Yoga,
Traditional Forms Of Indian Medicine In Language World Understands
Delhi Feb 12: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Sun-
day called for popularising 
Yoga and traditional forms 
of Indian medicine in a 
language that the world 
understands. Modi made 
the assertion in response 

to a Twitter user who said 
that today, more than ever, 
there is a need of proving 
Yoga and its benefits scien-
tifically for modern health-
care and the world to be-
lieve in it. “Well said. The 
way ahead is by popular-

ising Yoga and traditional 
forms of Indian medicine in 
a language that the world 
understands. I am happy 
to see greater awareness 
among our people on this 
too,” Modi tweeted. He also 
commented on the aerial 

coverage of ground and 
air display captured from 
indigenously developed 
Medium Altitude Long En-
durance TAPAS UAV during 
Aero India 2023 rehearsal 
from a height of 12,000 
feet. 

The Contaminated Syrup Tragedy In
Jammu And Kashmir’s Ramnagar

Delhi Feb 12: The Jammu 
and Kashmir has a long his-
tory of protests over coun-
terfeit medicines, but the 
tragedy in Ramnagar tehsil 
of Udhampur district re-
mains a particularly painful 
memory. Between Decem-
ber 2019 and January 2020, 
as many as 12 children died 
in Ramnagar allegedly after 
consuming a contaminated 
cough syrup. Public health 
activist Dinesh S Thakur 
and lawyer Prashant Reddy 
T call the tragedy the “fifth 

mass poisoning event in In-
dia” in their book The Truth 
Pill. Reddy and Thakur, 
known for being the whis-
tle-blower in the Ranbaxy 
fraud, open their book with 
a prologue dedicated to 
the Ramnagar tragedy. Me-
dia reports initially called 
the sick children suffering 
from an “unknown” disease, 
wrote Thakur and Reddy 
in The Truth Pill. The doc-
tors initially were confused 
with the “mysterious” con-
dition of children, note the 

Bengal CM’s Six Latest Titles
Registered Brisk Sale At 

Book Fair: Publisher

Delhi Feb 12: Six books 
by Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee were 
launched at the 46th Inter-
national Kolkata Book Fair, 
which concluded on Sun-
day, a publisher said. Tak-
ing the latest ones into ac-
count, a total of 128 books 
written by Banerjee, who is 
also the TMC chairperson, 
have been released in the 
past two decades, said Su-
dipto Dey of Dey’s Publish-
ing. One of the books pub-

lished this year happens to 
be the English translation 
of her poem compilation 
‘Kabitabitan’. Other books 
released include ‘Duare 
Sarkar Apnar Amar Pashe’ 
(outreach programme ini-
tiated by her government) 
‘Amader Durgotsab’ (our 
Durga Puja festival, written 
after UNESCO honour) and 
‘Amader Sangbidhan’ (Our 
Constitution). All of these 
books are in great demand 
--- the highest among.

Contempt Notice Against Rahul Gandhi
Over Remarks On Modi In Hindenburg Adani Row

Delhi Feb 12: Following 
Rahul Gandhi’s remarks on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi questioning his links 
with billionaire Gautam 
Adani, during a debate on 
the Motion of Thanks to the 
President’s Address, earlier 
this week, BJP MP Nishikant 
Dubey has filed a breach 
of privilege complaint 
against the Congress MP. 
Lok Sabha secretariat has 
reportedly said that Gandhi 
is to respond to Dubey’s 
notice by Wednesday. On 
Tuesday, Gandhi attacked 
the Government over the 
Hindenburg report, citing 
that the meteoric rise in 
Gautam Adani’s fortunes 
happened after the BJP 
came to power in 2014 as 
he rose in the global rich 
list from the 609th to the 
second spot eventually. He 
also questioned the Prime 

Minister’s role in the rise of 
crony capitalism. The rul-
ing party has slammed the 
opposition MP’s comments 
alleging contempt, unpar-
liamentary, and misleading 
in nature. BJP also hinted at 
Adani’s business interests in 
Congress-ruled Rajasthan 
and other opposition-ruled 

states. As per an NDTV re-
port, Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Pralhad Joshi also 
wrote to the House Speak-
er Om Birla stating under 
Rule 380, the “unparlia-
mentary, dishonorable al-
legations” made by Gandhi 
should be removed from 
the proceedings of the 

House. Nishikant Dubey’s 
note accuses Rahul Gan-
dhi’s comments on Modi as 
lacking any “documentary 
evidence” and “misleading 
the house”.  Dubey gave 
notice to the Speaker of a 
breach of privilege against 
Gandhi.  “Gandhi has not 
submitted any duly au-

thenticated document for 
supporting his statements. 
As such, he has made a 
statement which amounts 
to misleading of the House 
in the absence of any docu-
mentary evidence,” Dubey 
wrote. His remarks were 
“misleading, derogatory, 
indecent, unparliamentary, 
undignified and incrimina-
tory in nature to,” the BJP 
MP added. Gandhi’s com-
ments were expunged 
earlier this week, causing 
raucous protests from the 
Congress. “Democracy was 
cremated” in Lok Sabha, 
the National party said. In 
an official statement on 
February 12, the Congress 
said unless “free, frank and 
fearless discussion is al-
lowed to take place within 
the two Houses of Parlia-
ment, democracy is funda-
mentally.

Investment Proposals Worth Rs 
33.5 Lakh Cr Received In Global 

Investors Summit: CM

Delhi Feb 12: Investment 
proposals have been made 
for all 75 districts of Ut-
tar Pradesh in the Global 
Investors Summit, unlike 
earlier when investment in 
the state, meant only in the 
areas falling in the National 
Capital Region, Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath said on 
Sunday. He also said these 
proposals will lead to the 
creation of 93 lakh job op-
portunities and asserted 
that the state is a safe des-
tination for investment. 
“The investment that will 
come into Uttar Pradesh 

will foster development. In-
vestment proposals worth 
Rs 33.5 lakh crore were 
received in the Global In-
vestors Summit. With this 
investment, 93 lakh jobs 
and employment will also 
be created,” he said on the 
third and last of the event, 
attended by industry dele-
gations and corporate lead-
ers from the country and 
the world. On the conclud-
ing day, President Droupa-
di Murmu also addressed 
the summit and said the 
state is “capable and ready” 
to become India’s growth 
engine. The chief minister 
said, “Earlier investment in 
the state meant investment 
only in the National Capital 
Region (of the state).” How-
ever, in this summit, invest-
ment proposals have been 
received for all 75 districts 
of Uttar Pradesh.

India Takes Pride In Being
‘Pharmacy Of The World’ But Concerns Over Eye Drops And Syrups Risk Denting The Image

Delhi Feb 12: In December 
last year, Union Finance 
and Corporate Affairs Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
hailed India as the “Phar-
macy of the World”, owing 
to its high and efficient 
production of “global stan-
dard medicine” at afford-
able costs. However, the 
image has suffered con-
siderable damage in the 
past few months follow-
ing repeated incidents of 
alleged drug malfunction 
leading to sickness and 

deaths, especially among 
children. The booming 
pharmaceutical industry of 
India is driven by cost-ef-
fective innovation when it 

comes to mass production 
of life saving drugs that are 
used by countries glob-
ally. During the Covid-19 
pandemic, India was at the 

forefront of delivering es-
sential drugs and vaccines 
to several nations. Accord-
ing to available data, India 
exported 5.84 crore doses 
of Covid-19 vaccines to 70 
countries as of March 2021. 
The image, however, has 
been tarnished to some 
extent by a string of global 
incidents in the recent past 
where health authorities 
abroad have held India-
made drugs responsible for 
deaths and deterioration of 
health among children.

Ahead Of 
Mumbai 
Civic Polls
Delhi Feb 12: Shiv Sena 
president Uddhav Thac-
keray on Sunday said his 
party doesn’t discriminate 
between Marathi-speaking 
people and north Indians 
settled in Mumbai, remarks 
viewed as an outreach to 
the key vote bank ahead of 
the crucial city civic polls. 
Addressing a gathering of 
north Indians, the former 
Maharashtra chief minister 
called for unity and said 
Hindutva.

Congress 
Feared En-
emy Could Use 
Roads Made By 
Us Near Border: 
PM Modi
Dausa:Feb 12:  Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Sun-
day accused the Congress 
of underestimating the 
valour of the armed forces 
and said its governments 
did not carry out develop-
ment work in border areas, 
fearing the enemy could 
exploit the new roads to 
advance into the country. 
He was addressing a BJP 
rally in Dausa, soon after 
a ceremony around a kilo-
metre away to inaugurate 
the first phase of the Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway, which 
he said would accelerate 
the development of Rajas-
than as well. Prime Minis-
ter Modi also accused the 
Congress government in 
Rajasthan, where assembly 
polls are due this year-end, 
of lacking vision and hin-
dering the state’s develop-
ment, and said its plans and 
announcements remained 
just on paper. PM Modi 
said Rajasthan would have 
progressed better if it had 
the double-engine govern-
ment of the BJP, referring to 
the possibility of his party 
being in power both at the 
Centre and in the state. He 
alleged previous Congress 
governments did not carry 
out development work in 
border villages and areas 
“because they were scared, 
and they have said in par-
liament.

“Cadre Raj In 
Tripura Dur-
ing 25 Years Of 
Congress-Left 
Misrule”: Amit 
Shah
Delhi Feb 12: Agartala: 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Sunday said 
that after 27 years of “mis-
rule” by the Left-Front, 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) “restored peace” in 
Tripura. Mr Shah arrived 
in poll-bound Tripura on 
Saturday night. Speaking 
at the Vijay Sankalp Rally 
in Chandipur, he said, “The 
BJP has restored peace and 
stability in Tripura by sign-
ing a peace accord with 
insurgent groups. Earlier, 
Tripura was marred by fear, 
violence and corruption 
under Congress and com-
munist regimes.” “Your vote 
will change the fate of Tri-
pura. Give your vote to BJP 
and see development in 
the state,” he added. Hit-
ting out at Congress and 
the Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist), Mr Shah said 
both parties ignored the 
plight of the poor and trib-
al people of Tripura. “The 
Congress-Left alliance has 
done nothing for the poor 
and tribal people of Tripura. 
They have only exploited 
the people of the state by 
doing nothing. 
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Telangana Budget on Feb 3 or 5; to continue growth story
Hyderabad: The Bud-
get session of the Telan-
gana State Legislative 
Assembly is likely to be 
held in the first week of 
February, with Finance 
Minister T Harish Rao 
presenting the State Bud-
get for 2023-24 tenta-
tively on either February 
3 or 5. Chief Minister K 
Chandrashekhar Rao is 
expected to take a deci-
sion in this regard at a 
high-level meeting on the 
State Budget, slated to 
be held at Pragathi Bha-
van on Saturday. With 
the union Budget for 
2023-24 scheduled to be 
presented in the Parlia-
ment on February 1, the 
State government will 
get clarity on the bud-
getary allocations from 
the Central government 
including the Fiscal Re-
sponsibility and Budget 
Management (FRBM) 
limits as well as the tax 
devolutions (States’ share 
in the Central taxes). 
ALSO READ Telanga-
na: English practicals in 
Intermediate from next 

academic year Governor 
acting with political mo-
tives: TSREDCO Chair-
man Official sources 
indicated that the State 
Budget is being pegged 
around Rs 2.85 lakh 
crore to Rs 3 lakh crore 
for 2023-24. The Finance 
Department already 
started Budget prepara-
tions a couple of weeks 
ago and obtained neces-
sary proposals from all 
government departments 
for various schemes and 
programmes being im-
plemented in the State 
along with salaries and 
other expenditures. After 
ascertaining the Centre’s 

allocations to Telangana 
for 2023-24, the Budget 
will be fine-tuned and 
presented in the Assem-
bly. Sources say, despite 
the fiscal restrictions 
imposed by the Central 
government and delay 
in the release of funds 
for various schemes dur-
ing this fiscal, Telangana 
recorded an impressive 
19-20 per cent growth 
in the State-owned Tax 
Revenue (SOTR) which 
is being considered to be 
highest in the country. 
The SOTR comprises 
both tax and non-tax rev-
enue, enabling the State 
to contribute to the na-

tion’s growth. As per es-
timations of the experts, 
Telangana lost nearly Rs 
15,000 crore of SOTR 
due to the Centre’s re-
strictions in 2022-23. 
However, the prelimi-
nary estimates indicate 
that Telangana contin-
ues to maintain a higher 
growth rate in the Gross 
State Domestic Product 
(GSDP) at more than 
10 per cent at constant 
prices. The Budget out-
lay for 2022-23 was Rs 
2.56 lakh crore includ-
ing revenue expenditure 
of Rs 1.89 lakh crore and 
capital expenditure of Rs 
29,728.44 crore i.e. a to-
tal expenditure of Rs 2.18 
lakh crore. Sources said 
due to increased SOTR, 
the overall expenditure 
has already crossed Rs 
2 lakh crore and is ex-
pected to be more than 
Rs 2.15 lakh crore by 
the end of this financial 
year, indicating promis-
ing growth. Though the 
State Budget is tradition-
ally presented in March, 
the Chief Minister has 

reportedly asked the offi-
cials to complete the fis-
cal exercise and make ar-
rangements to present the 
State Budget in February 
itself. “As the union Bud-
get will be presented on 
February 1, we will get 
complete clarity on the 
allocations to our State. 
Hence, the Chief Minis-
ter felt that there was no 
point delaying the State 
Budget any further,” of-
ficial sources said. It is 
learnt that upon complet-
ing the Budget session 
in February and putting 
the State on the growth 
path, Chandrashekhar 
Rao is reportedly plan-
ning to shift his attention 
to national politics by the 
end of February. With the 
massive success of the 
BRS public meeting at 
Khammam, the Telanga-
na model of development 
has grabbed the attention 
of people across the coun-
try. Sources close to the 
Chief Minister informed 
that Chandrashekhar Rao 
is keen to utilise this pub-
lic attention.

Government Whip Balka Suman keeps his 
promises in completion of road

Mancherial: Government 
Whip Balka Suman kept 
his promise by complet-
ing works of a cement 
concrete road from foot-
hills and to atop of a hill-
ock of Sri Mallikharjuna 
Swamy temple at Velala 
village in Jaipur mandal 
and a black top road from 
Bokkalagutta village to 
the historic Gandhari fort 
in Mandamarri mandal, 
in a year. The two fa-
cilities ended the woes 
of devotees in reaching 
the fort and hill temple. 
Suman and along with 
Forest minister Allola 
Indrakaran Reddy laid a 
foundation stone to the 
700 meter long CC road 
for the convenience of 
devotees on March 1, 
spending Rs 2.20 crore. 
Accordingly, the works 
commenced and realis-
ing a long pending dream 
of the devotees. Locals 
and the devotees thanked 
Suman for completing 
the works in 10 months. 
ALSO READ Balka 
Suman instructs officials 
to expedite developmen-

tal works in Chennur 
33/11 kv substation in 
Ramakrishnapur will be 
inaugurated soon: Bal-
ka Suman Meanwhile, 
Suman promised to get 
funds to lay a 3.5 kilo-
meter long black top road 
between Bokkalagutta 
village and the ancient 
Gandhari fort during the 
annual jatara on February 
20 of 2022. Due to his 
efforts, the government 
sanctioned Rs 2.10 crore 
for the creation of the 
facility. The stretch was 
thrown open to the pub-
lic recently. Mandamarri 
mandal Zilla Parishad 
Territorial Constituency 
(ZPTC) member Velpula 
Ravi opined that the an-
cient fort would be able 

to attract tourists be-
longing to several parts 
of Telangana with the 
advent of the road facil-
ity. He and Bokkalagut-
ta Sarpanch Bolishetti 
Suvarna thanked Chief 
Minister K Chandrashek-
har Rao and the Govern-
ment Whip for forming 
the stretch. The ancient 
hill temple of Sri Mal-
likharjuna Swamy sees 
a congregation of a large 
number of devotees dur-
ing Maha Shivaratri fes-
tival. The Gandhari Fort 
is believed to have been 
built by a tribal King, 
Meda Raju, who ruled 
over this region, by tak-
ing assistance from Ka-
katiya rulers, in 900 AD. 
Members.

Telangana: English practicals in 
Intermediate from next academic year

Hyderabad: Starting with 
the next academic year, 
the intermediate students 
in the State will have 
practical exam for Eng-
lish language as well. To 
improve the English lan-
guage skills, particularly 
spoken and comprehen-
sion of the students, the 
Telangana State Board of 
Intermediate Education 
(TS BIE) has decided 
on introducing English 
practicals from 2023-24. 
ALSO READ TS BIE to 
change inter syllabus for 
next academic year The 
English practical exam as 
part of the Intermediate 
Public Examinations is 
likely to be conducted for 
20 marks with 80 marks 
allocated for the theory 

paper. Presently, there are 
no practicals for the Eng-
lish language for interme-
diate students. However, 
there are practicals for 
general streams- physics, 
chemistry, botany and zo-
ology and for various vo-
cational courses. Just like 
for the sciences stream, 
the junior college man-

agements have to set up 
English labs in their re-
spective colleges. These 
labs will train students 
in improving the spoken 
language skills and also 
better comprehension. 
Using the computers, 
students can record their 
spoken English skills and 
check the pronunciation, 

sentence formation and 
other grammatical errors, 
if any, using the test-
ing software. “The skills 
of students in speaking 
English will be tested 
as part of the practical 
exam. Modalities are be-
ing worked out. It will be 
implemented from the 
next academic year i.e., 

2023-24 for the first year 
students. We have not yet 
decided on whether to 
introduce it for the sec-
ond-year students,” said 
Navin Mittal, Secretary, 
TS BIE. Meanwhile, the 
Board is contemplating 
introduction of jumbling 
system for the interme-
diate practical examina-
tions for both general 
and vocational courses 
that are scheduled to be 
held from February 15 to 
March 2. If implemented, 
students from one junior 
college will have to ap-
pear for practical exami-
nations in a different ju-
nior college. As per the 
present practice, students 
appear for practical ex-
aminations.

Jagtial municipality opposes 
draft master plan

agtial: Jagtial Municipal 
Council passed a unani-
mous resolution opposing 
the draft master plan and 
urged the government 
to constitute a commit-
tee for preparing a fresh 
master plan. In the wake 
of growing opposition for 
the implementation of the 
draft master plan of Jag-
tial town, a special meet-
ing of Jagtial municipal-
ity was organized under 

the leadership of Chair-
person Boga Sravani here 
on Friday. ALSO READ 
Jagtial master plan: MLA 
Sanjay Kumar assures to 
protect lands of farmers 
Local MLA M Dr Sanjay 
Kumar also participated 
in the meeting, which 
passed a unanimous res-
olution demanding the 
government to cancel the 
draft master plan follow-
ing the protests from the 

villagers. Later, speaking 
to reporters, Sanjay Ku-
mar found fault with the 
opposition Congress and 
BJP leaders for politiciz-
ing the issue and provok-
ing the people for their 
political gains. Though 
no farmer was participat-
ing in the protests, activ-
ists of various political 
parties were continu-
ing agitations projecting 
themselves as farmers, he 
alleged. Jagtial town had 
not made any progress 
during Jagtial MLC T Je-
evan Reddy’s regime, he 
alleged and said that the 
master plan prepared by 
the Congress party was 
plagued with all prob-
lems without any vision. 
Reminding that it was 
only a draft.

Odisha PCC ex secretary joins BRS
Hyderabad: Amidst the 
growing support for BRS 
President and Chief Min-
ister K Chandrashekhar 
Rao‘s efforts to bring a 
qualitative change and 
development-oriented 
agenda for the nation, a 
senior Congress leader 
from Odisha announced 
his resignation from the 
party and joined the BRS. 
Odisha Pradesh Congress 
Committee former secre-
tary Kailash Mukhi who 
called on Chandrashek-
har Rao ahead of the 
public meeting at Kham-
mam on Wednesday, 
was impressed with the 
Telangana model of de-

velopment. ALSO READ 
BRS public meeting at 
Khammam leads to unity 
of secular parties: Gutha 
In his resignation letter 

to OPCC president Sarat 
Patnaik, Kailash Mukhi 
who hails from Kandha-
mal district in South Odi-
sha, said he was resigning 

Drones Used to Search Missing Bodies 
in Deccan Mall Fire Mishap

Mystery deepens over the 
Deccan Mall fire at Radha 
Arcade on Ministers Road, 
Secunderabad. Even till 
Friday evening, the where-
abouts of the three missing 
persons were not known. 
As it was not possible to 
enter the building, a search 
operation was being carried 
out with the help of drones 
equipped with a victim lo-
cation camera (VLC). On 
Friday morning, police and 
fire department officials 
started a search operation 
for the missing Deccan 
knitware employees Jun-
aid, Wasim and Zaheer who 
were at the Radha Arcade. 

The last location of their 
cellphones pointed to the 
building on Thursday morn-
ing after which the phones 

were switched off. On the 
other hand, a team will be 
sent inside to ascertain the 
cause of the accident. But 

even though the fire was 
brought under control, thick 
smoke and unbearable heat 
has made it impossible to 
carry out any close scru-
tiny of the scnee. Due to 
this, teams could not enter 
the building even if they 
tried directly and through 
the ladder. Following this, 
a video shot by the drone 
camera was sent to the lab 
to be analyzed. The drone, 
which went inside the first 
floor, found that the stair-
case and slab had collapsed. 
It was found that the entire 
building was in ruins, burnt 
material and ash had ac-
cumulated about two feet. 

The GHMC officials have 
decided to ensure the struc-
tural stability of this sec-
ond-storey building which 
was on fire for more than 
ten hours. Experts from NIT 
Warangal along with a team 
inspected the scene. NIT 
Director Ramana Rao and 
GHMC officials went to the 
upper floors of the building 
with the help of a crane and 
collected some of the debris 
burnt in the fire. Ramana 
Rao said that the building 
had completely dilipiated 
and he will be able to reveal 
the full details only after 
a full analysis. About 15 
houses in Kachiboli, adja-

Kanti Velugu: 33.6 lakh
undergo eye tests in second phase

Hyderabad: There were 
days when Merolla Mu-
rali, a tailor from Bhaskarla 
Bavi near Nalgonda town, 
could work only two or 
three hours due to poor 
eyesight. This affected his 
income, and in turn, he 
was struggling to keep his 
family afloat. He could not 
even to afford to go to the 
nearby town of Nalgonda 
and see an ophthalmolo-
gist. It was at this juncture 

that the State government 
announced the second 
phase of the Kanti Velugu 
programme. Last week, 
Murali went to the eye care 
camp set up in his village 
and got tested, after which 
he was given a reading 
glass with a power of 2.5 
points on the spot. He now 
does tailoring works for 10 
hours, and is a happy man, 
expressing his gratitude 
to Chief Minister K Chan-

drashekhar Rao for initiat-
ing Kanti Velugu. Among 
several farm labourers 
from Veernapalli village of 
Sircilla district who ben-
efited from Kanti Velugu, 
Chandrakala is one who 
was struggling to go work 
in the agricultural field be-
cause of poor vision. She, 
like Murali, could not af-
ford to go to a hospital, but 
did not waste a moment 
when told about the free.

New law to regulate private 
hospitals soon: Harish Rao

Hyderabad: The State gov-
ernment is planning to 
enact the Clinical Estab-
lishment Act in the State 
for regulation of private 
hospitals in Telangana. 
Finance Minister T Harish 
Rao made the announce-
ment on Saturday in the 
Assembly after MLAs raised 
issues pertaining to private 
hospitals over irregularities 
and imposing hefty charg-
es for treatment. “There is 
no law to regulate private 

hospitals in the State. We 
are planning to enact a 
new Act to regulate them. 
However, our aim is to im-
prove facilities and provide 
corporate healthcare for 
the poor through the gov-
ernment hospitals,” he said, 
during a reply to discus-
sion on the Health depart-
ment in the Assembly. He 
informed the House that 
the State government was 
establishing a government 
medical college in each 

district which will ensure 
presence of qualified super 
specialty doctors as profes-
sors, a 650-bed hospital, 
operation theatres and 
other mandatory facilities. 
Besides them, the State 
government is setting up 
four super specialty hos-
pitals in Hyderabad which 
will bring 4,200 beds avail-
able along with addition of 
2,000 beds in NIMS. Anoth-
er super specialty hospital.
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Congress starts unity program 
“Haath Se Haath Jodo” : 

Bureau Chief M.A.Samad 
: Nizamabad February 12 
; Former minister Su-
darshan Reddy was the 
chief guest of the Haath 
Se Haath Jodo program 
organized in 10th Divi-
sion Nagaram of Nizam-
abad Urban Constituency 
under the auspices of 
Nizamabad City Con-
gress and started the pro-
gram by hoisting the flag.  
Later, Sudarshan Reddy 
said that Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi organized 
the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
from Kashmir to Kanya-
kumari for the unity of 
the country. Instead of 
developing the country, 
the BJP government only 
created communal riots 
and divided the people of 
the country. He said that 
while the poor middle 
class people are facing 

various problems under 
the BJP administration, 
Modi’s friends, who are 
both big industrialists, 
have grown into global 
tyrants.  He alleged that 
the credit of Modi and 
BJP government is for 

mortgaging the welfare 
of the entire country 
for the development of 
only investors and big 
industrialists.  On the 
other side of the state, 
the BRS government is 
in a state of debt due to 

the family rule and with-
out fully fulfilling any 
of the promises given to 
the people of Telangana 
during the elections, they 
have changed the name of 
the party to BRS and are 
spending the money of 
the people of Telangana 
state by going to neigh-
boring states and hold-
ing useless meetings and 
saying that Telangana has 
developed, he said.  He 
said that it is really ridic-
ulous for KCR, who can-
not develop Telangana, to 
go to neighboring states 
and ask people for votes 
there.  He said that both 
the BJP and BRS govern-
ments are deceiving the 
people by working with 
a flawed agreement and 
these games should not 
continue. 

Bureau Chief 
M.A.Samad : Nizamabad 
February 12 ; PDSU to 
solve the hostel problems 
of Government Girls’ 
College.  Student union 
committee was elected. 
On this occasion PDSU 
Nizamabad district chief 
secretary Karka Ga-
nesh, vice-presidents S. 
K. Ashoor said that the 
government hostels like 
in Varni mandal have be-
come the home of all the 
problems and the com-
mittee has been elected 
to solve those problems.  
He expressed his con-
cern that the Telangana 
state government, which 
claims to be on the side of 
the students, is against it, 
and today the Telangana 
state government is tak-
ing action against those 
students who have agitat-
ed for Telangana.  In par-
ticular, lack of permanent 

buildings for government 
welfare hostels, cleanli-
ness in government wel-
fare hostels, mess charg-
es and cosmetic charges 
should be increased ac-
cording to the increased 
prices, new dormitories 
should be constructed in 
place of the collapsing 

dormitories, and the staff 
working in the dormito-
ries should be appointed 
according to the students, 
or else they will move 
as progressive students.  
Warned.  PDSU College 
Dormitory Committee 
President Shirisha, Gen-
eral Secretary Jayashree 

Vice President Divya, 
Bindu, Saraswathi Assis-
tant Secretaries Vinoda, 
Poojita, Sarita Treasurer 
Shravani along with 
committee members 
Mangala, Gangotri Am-
rita, Ankita were unani-
mously elected.

Will demolish domes of new Telangana 
Secretariat if elected to power: State 

Telangana BJP president 
Bandi Sanjay Kumar 
has said his party would 
demolish the domes of 
the state’s new Secre-
tariat building if it gets 
elected to power, and 
make changes to it to re-
flect the culture of Telan-
gana along with that of 
the country. Addressing 
a street corner meet-
ing at Old Bowenpally 
here on Friday as part of 
‘Janam Gosa-BJP Bha-
rosa’ (people’s suffering 
- BJP’s assurance) cam-
paign, he disapproved of 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao inaugurat-
ing the new Secretariat 
on the latter’s birthday on 
February 17. The Secre-
tariat building, named af-
ter Babasaheb Ambedkar 
by the BRS government, 
should be inaugurated 
on April 14, Ambedkar’s 
birth anniversary, Kumar 
said. The BRS govern-
ment has increased the 

expenditure estimates to 
build the Secretariat from 
Rs 400 crore to Rs 1,500 
crore, the Karimnagar 
Lok Sabha member al-
leged. “With Rs 1,500 
crore, he is building Sec-
retariat like Taj Mahal. 
Once the BJP govern-
ment is formed, we will 
definitely demolish those 
domes. We will change 

the Secretariat in such a 
way that it reflects Telan-
gana and Indian culture,” 
he said. Referring to 
AIMIM president Asa-
duddin Owaisi’s reported 
reported comments that 
the new Secretariat has 
been built magnificently, 
like a Taj Mahal, he al-
leged that Rao is trying 
to please Owaisi and that 

Taj Mahal is actually a 
‘samadhi’. He also said 
Pragati Bhavan, the Chief 
Minister’s camp office-
cum-official residence 
here, would be converted 
into a ‘Praja Darbar’. Al-
leging that the AIMIM 
is not sincere about the 
welfare of minorities, he 
asked as to why youth 
from the old city of Hy-

derabad are not getting 
jobs. The BJP leader 
slammed the ruling BRS 
for not implementing its 
election promises like 
making a Dalit leader as 
chief minister, providing 
financial support to un-
employed youth and for 
alleged poor implemen-
tation of ‘Dalit Bandhu’ 
scheme among others. 
The BJP, if elected to 
power in the state, would 
provide free education 
and health to poor, Ku-
mar added. Meanwhile, 
the ruling BRS found 
fault with Kumar’s com-
ments that the domes of 
the Secretariat would be 
demolished. In an appar-
ent reference to Kumar’s 
remarks, Telangana Mu-
nicipal Administration 
Minister K T Rama Rao 
said the opposition par-
ties talked about demoli-
tions and that they lacked 
a constructive approach.

Snake catchers to farmers: How 
tribals transformed in Tamil Nadu

Till a couple of years 
ago, 47-year-old Dhar-
madurai and others in 
Koovagam tribal vil-
lage in Ariyalur district 
used to catch snakes 
from habitation areas 
and release them into 
forests, besides work-
ing as casual labourers 
in agricultural fields and 
cashew plantations near 
their hamlet. But today, 
Dharmadurai is among 
100 people from the vil-
lage who call themselves 
as proud farmers after 
they convinced govern-
ment authorities to allot 
a cashew plantation unit 
to them by providing 
a seed amount of Rs 5 

lakh without any inter-
est. In November last 
year, the villagers who 
belong to the Irula tribe 
made “cool profits” of 
Rs 3.5 lakh after paying 
for all expenses incurred 
for taking the cashew 
unit on lease and cultiva-
tion. The 100 people who 
belong to 80 families 
shared the profits among 
themselves. Buoyed by 
the success of the model 
which has empowered 
people from the Irular 
community, the district 
administration has now 
pitched to help another 
810 people from 537 
families in nine villages 
to take as many cashew 

blocks on lease in the 
district. Dharmadurai’s 
village has also been al-
lotted the same cashew 
block after it gave them 
rich dividends in 2022. 
These blocks are owned 
by Tamil Nadu Forest 
Plantation Corporation 
Limited (TAFCORN), 
a PSU of the state For-
est Department, which 
walked the extra mile 
to take the 10 units off 
the open tender and al-
lot them to the villagers. 
TAFCORN has allotted 
Rs 86.13 lakhs for the 
villagers to carry out the 
cashew plantation. “We 
never expected that we 
would cultivate cashews 
in the same farm where 
we worked as labour-
ers long ago. We ap-
proached government 
authorities to allot us 
one unit. When we were 
successful in just about 
a year, we asked for the 
inclusion of others from 
our community into the 
scheme to empower.

Stones pelted at Vande Bharat 
train in Telangana

Unidentified persons 
pelted stones at a coach 
of the Secunderabad-
Visakhapatnam Vande 
Bharat train while it was 
passing through Ma-
habubabad district of 
Telangana on Friday, rail-
way officials said. The 
Railway Protection Force 
(RPF) noticed it and an 
investigation is under-
way, they said. Asked if 
there was any damage or 
cracks to window panes, 
the officials told PTI: “It 
(damage) will be assessed 
after the train reaches Vi-
sakhapatnam”. It is sus-

pected that some children 
may have pelted stones at 
the train, however, inves-
tigations were on, they 
said based on preliminary 
investigation. The probe 
is on and the railway po-
lice will file a case on its 
own, the official further 

said. Ahead of the launch 
of the Vande Bharat Ex-
press last month, un-
identified persons had 
pelted stones at a coach 
of the train at the railway 
yard in Visakhapatnam 
breaking a glass window. 
Prime Minister.

ISRO’s SSLV-D2 with 3 satellites lifts off 
successfully from Sriharikota

ISRO’s SSLV D2 carry-
ing EOS-07 satellite and 
two co-passenger pay-
loads lifted off from the 
spaceport on Friday. In 
its second developmental 
flight, SSLV D2 carried 
EOS-07, an earth obser-
vation satellite as its main 
payload, and two others-
-Janus-1 built by US-
based Antaris and Chen-
nai-headquartered Space 
Kidz India’s Azaad-
iSAT-2. This was ISRO’s 
maiden mission this year. 
At the end of a six-and-a-
half-hour countdown, the 

34-meter tall rocket lifted 
off from the Satish Dha-
wan Space Centre here, 

even as ISRO has pinned 
hopes on it to lead the 
space agency to success 

in tapping the small sat-
ellite launch vehicle mar-
ket. The maiden flight of 
SSLV on August 7, 2022, 
was a partial failure due 
to an orbit anomaly and 
deviation in the flight 
path of the rocket. SSLV 
caters to the launch of up 
to 500 kg satellites to low 
earth orbits on a ‘launch-
on-demand’ basis. It pro-
vides low-cost access to 
space, offers low turn-
around time and flex-
ibility in accommodating 
multiple satellites, and 
demands minimal launch 

infrastructure. EOS-07 
is a 156.3 kg satellite 
that has been designed, 
developed, and realised 
by ISRO. New experi-
ments include mm-Wave 
Humidity Sounder and 
Spectrum Monitoring 
Payload. While, Janus-1 
is a 10.2 kg satellite, the 
8.7 kg AzaadiSAT-2 is a 
combined effort of about 
750 girl students across 
India guided by Space 
Kidz India, Chennai. The 
mission objective is to in-
ject these satellites into a 
450-km circular orbit.

Muslim body donates for temple’s 
renovation in Kerala

In yet another instance 
of Kerala’s religious har-
mony, a Muslim jamaat 
in Thiruvananthapuram’s 
suburbs has donated 
funds to renovate a local 
temple. Veiloor Jamaat in 
Murukumpuzha, around 
15 km from Thiruvana-
nthapuram, donated Rs 
1 lakh to renovate the 
nearby Karikkakathil 
Sree Durga Devi temple. 
The jamaat president, A 

K Shanavaz, handed over 
the amount to the temple 
trust patron Thankap-
pan Nair at a function at 

the temple premises last 
Monday. The act was 
seen as a form of recip-
rocation after an NRI 

linked with the temple, 
Pradeep Kumar, helped 
the jamaat secure land for 
expansion several years 
ago. “...Communal har-
mony in this region has 
always stayed intact. As 
in many other parts of 
Kerala, representatives 
of worship centres from 
various sections mutually 
aid and collaborate in all 
religious matters...,” the 
temple.

Solve the hostel problems of Govt Girls’ College : PDSU 

ISRO forays into small satellite launch market with SSLV success
ISRO’s Small Satellite 
Launch Vehicle SSLV-
D2 carrying EOS-07, Ja-
nus-1 and AzaadiSAT-2 
satellites lifts off from the 
Satish Dhawan Space Sta-
tion, in Sriharikota. Credit: 
PTI ISRO on Friday tasted 
maiden success in the small 
satellite launch vehicle seg-
ment, with its SSLV D2 
rocket injecting three satel-
lites into an intended circu-
lar orbit, months after the 
maiden mission failed to 
bring in the desired results. 
The satellites included IS-
RO’s earth observation sat-

ellite EOS-07. ISRO’s first 
mission in 2023 and SSLV’s 
sequel saw a strange coinci-
dence--it was launched at 
9.18 AM, the same time its 
predecessor lifted off from 

the Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre here on August 7, 
2022 but could not deliver 
due to orbit anomaly and 
flight path deviation. A vis-
ibly relieved Chairman of 

the Indian Space Research 
Oragnisation (ISRO), S 
Somanath said SSLV in its 
second flight put the three 
satellites in the intended 
orbit with precision. “Con-
gratulations to the space 
community of India...we 
have a new launch vehicle, 
the small satellite SSLV. In 
its second attempt, SSLV 
D2 has placed the satellites 
in the intended orbit pre-
cisely. Congrats to all three 
satellite teams,” he said 
from the Mission Control 
Centre (MCC) soon after 
the successful launch.



4 North Indian Horizon
          Monday February- 13 -2023

Delhi-Mumbai expressway way a grand
picture of progress, will boost economy: PM Modi

Delhi Feb 12 : Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi dedicat-
ed the completed 246-km 
Delhi-Dausa-Lalsot sec-
tion of the Delhi-Mumbai 
Expressway to the nation 
on Sunday. Speaking at an 
event in Dausa, the Prime 
Minister said that the ex-
pressway, one of the most 
advanced in the world, 
presented a grand picture 
of India’s progress.“When 
such modern roads, rail-
way tracks, Metros and 
airports are constructed, 
it gives momentum to 
the nation’s progress. Sev-
eral studies show that the 
money spent on devel-
oping infrastructure has 
wide and farreaching im-
pact on the ground,” the 
Prime Minister said. He 

said that investment in in-
frastructure ultimately at-
tracts greater investment 
than what had been made 
initially.“Over the last nine 
years, the central govern-
ment has invested a lot in 

infrastructure. Over the 
last few years, more than 
Rs 50,000 crore have been 
given to Rajasthan for 
roads. In this year’s Union 
Budget, we have allotted 
Rs 10 lakh crore [on infra-

structure]. This is five times 
more than in 2014. Rajast-
han will benefit to a great 
extent from this invest-
ment,” the PM said. When 
investments are made in 
highways, railways, ports, 

airports, optical fibre 
cables, digital connectiv-
ity, construction of pucca 
houses and colleges, etc., 
every section of society is 
empowered, he said. The 
246-km section of the ex-
pressway inaugurated by 
the Prime Minister on Sun-
day has been developed 
at a cost of more than Rs 
12,150 crore. An NHAI offi-
cial said this stretch is likely 
to be opened for traffic 
in the next few days. The 
Sohna-Dausa stretch is ex-
pected to cut travel time 
between Delhi and Jaipur 
to about three hours, re-
duce traffic congestion on 
the Delhi-Jaipur highway, 
and improve connectivity 
between Gurgaon.

Jamiat’s Arshad Madani says
‘Manu worshipped Allah’, Jain Muni storms off stage with other religious leaders

Delhi Feb 12 :Jamiat Ulema-
e-Hind chief Maulana Arshad 
Madani on Sunday stoked con-
troversy at the prominent Mus-
lim body’s general session by 
claiming that “Om” and “Allah” 
were the same God worshipped 
by ‘Manu’, drawing objections 
from a prominent Jain monk 
who stormed off the stage along 
with a group of other religious 
leaders.Speaking on the third 
and final day of the 34th gen-
eral session of the Jamiat at the 
Ramlila Maidan here, the Mus-
lim cleric, who heads the Arshad 
Madani faction of the outfit, said 
he asked the “dharma gurus” as 
to who was worshipped when 
there was no Shri Ram, Brahma 
or Shiva.“Some say Manu wor-
shipped Shiva. Very few have 
pointed out that there was noth-
ing in the world and Manu wor-
shipped Om.“I asked who is Om, 

many said ‘it is just air, 
it has no form, it has 
no colour and it is ev-
erywhere, it made the 
sky and land’. I said 
this is what we call 
Allah, you call Ishwar, 
those speaking Per-
sian call Khuda and 
those speaking Eng-
lish call God,” Madani 
said. “This means that 
Manu, that is Adam, 
used to worship one 
Om, that is one Allah,” 
he said.Manu is a term 
found in religious 
texts, referring to the first man 
or the progenitor of humanity.
Arshad Madani’s remarks were 
strongly disapproved by Jain 
monk Acharya Lokesh Muni who 
walked out of the session, accus-
ing Madani of digressing from 
talking about unity to spinning 

a story about “Manu and Allah”. 
“We only agree with living in 
harmony, but all these stories re-
garding Om, Allah, and Manu are 
all baseless. He (Madani) com-
pletely spoiled the environment 
of the session,” Muni said.“The 
stories he narrated, I can narrate 
even bigger stories than that. I 

would even request him (Madani) 
to come for a discussion with me, 
or even I can come to meet him 
in Saharanpur,” he said.“It should 
be remembered that the first 
Jain Tirthankar was Rishabh, and 
his sons were Bharata and Bahu-
bali, on whose name this country 
‘Bharat’ was named… . We don’t 

agree with his (Madani’s) state-
ments,” the Jain monk asserted, 
b leaving the stage along with 
a group of leaders of other reli-
gions.Religious leaders of several 
religions are often invited to the 
programmes and sessions of the 
Jamiat. Acharya Lokesh Muni 
has been part of several Jamiat-
organised programmes in the 
past as well.On Friday, Mahmood 
Madani, who heads the other 
faction of the Jamiat, triggered 
a row by claiming that India is 
the “birthplace of Islam” and the 
oldest religion of the country. 
He had asserted that the coun-
try belongs to him as much as it 
does to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and RSS chief Mohan Bhag-
wat. Mahmood Madani had said 
it is wrong to suggest that Islam 
came from outside and claimed 
that the “first Prophet of Islam 
Adam descended here”.

Will Delhi finally get a mayor on Feb 16?
Delhi Feb 12 :Elections to 
the post of mayor, deputy 
mayor and six members of 
the standing committee of 
the Municipal Corporation 
of Delhi (MCD) have been 
scheduled yet again and 
will be held on February 
16. This will be the fourth 
attempt to hold internal 
polls for the civic body in 
the last two months.The 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
had taken the matter to 
the Supreme Court earlier 
this month petitioning the 
apex court to get the ex-
ercise conducted as soon 
as possible and it is listed 
for hearing on Monday.
Delhi Lieutenant Gover-
nor Vinai Kumar Saxena 
has given his approval to 

the AAP government’s 
proposal to hold elections 
this Thursday, Raj Niwas of-
ficials said. The first meet-
ing of the MCD House for 
elections to these posts 
was held on January 6 but 
was adjourned following 

a ruckus over the issue of 
who would be sworn in 
first – the elected council-
lors or the aldermen who 
were nominated by the 
L-G. The House had recon-
vened on January 24 for 
the purpose but had to be 

adjourned again after AAP 
and BJP councillors came 
to blows over the issue of 
the nominated councillors 
being allowed to vote in 
the mayoral and deputy 
mayoral elections. Pande-
monium had ensued yet 
again when the House was 
convened on February 6 
with the presiding officer, 
BJP councillor Satya Shar-
ma, proposing to hold the 
mayoral, deputy mayoral 
and standing committee 
polls simultaneously, in 
addition to announcing 
that nominated members 
will also exercise their 
franchise in them, which 
triggered a row between 
AAP and BJP members of 
the House.On February 9, 

the Supreme Court had 
issued notice to the L-G 
and the pro tem speaker, 
that is the presiding officer, 
on the AAP’s plea seek-
ing early conduct of the 
internal polls to the MCD 
and scheduled February 
13 as the date of hearing.
On its part, the Delhi BJP 
welcomed the announce-
ment with its spokesper-
son, Praveen Shankar Ka-
poor, stating that the party 
would extend “all coopera-
tion to the presiding offi-
cer” in holding the three 
elections simultaneously 
through the secret ballot 
with voting rights for al-
dermen as announced by 
her in the last meeting.

AAP to protest outside BJP headquarters in Delhi over Adani issue
AAP RS MP Sanjay Singh had, along with Bharat Rashtra Samithi’s K Keshav Rao, on Thursday, 
given a suspension notice under Rule 267 demanding a discussion on the row with Adani at its core.

Delhi Feb 12 :After leading a walk-
out over the issue from the Ra-
jya Sabha earlier this week, the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) will hit 
the streets in Delhi Sunday with 
its demand for a Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee (JPC) probe into 
businessman Gautam Adani’s al-

leged misdemeanours.The party 
is scheduled to protest outside 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)’s 
headquarters on Deen Dayal 
Upadhyay Marg at noon.AAP RS 
MP Sanjay Singh had, along with 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi’s K Keshav 
Rao, on Thursday, given a sus-

pension notice under Rule 267 
demanding a discussion on the 
row with Adani at its core. It was, 
however, rejected by Rajya Sabha 
Chairman and Vice-President Jag-
deep Dhankhar. Singh had given a 
similar notice demanding suspen-
sion of business to discuss the loss 

to public sector banks and the LIC, 
after the Hindenburg report, on 
Wednesday which too had been 
rejected by Dhankhar. Leader of 
Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge 
had, on the same day, attacked the 
BJP-led Centre over the issue and 
dared it to a JPC.

School principals trained
abroad meet Delhi and Punjab CMs

Delhi Feb 12 :Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
and his Punjab counter-
part Bhagwant Mann inter-
acted with foreign-trained 
principals of Delhi and Pun-
jab government schools 
at a special Experience 
Sharing Session Saturday.
This was the first occa-
sion when foreign-trained 
educators from Delhi and 
Punjab met on a platform 
to share their training ex-
periences with each other. 

Educators were divided 
into groups of five to facili-

tate the session.“The edu-
cation revolution is now 

taking shape in Punjab 
after Delhi. We interacted 
with Punjab’s educators re-
turning from Singapore to-
day. We have to now make 
Delhi and Punjab schools 
the best in the world. Over 
the last 75 years, no gov-
ernment in Punjab would 
have sent teachers for for-
eign training,” Kejriwal said. 
“The AAP government of 
Punjab had sent its princi-
pals to Singapore for train-
ing, giving a clear message 

that our biggest priority is 
education. Until and unless 
there is positive energy in 
teachers and principals, 
government schools can-
not be improved. We first 
laid emphasis on the in-
frastructure of our schools, 
then started sending 
teachers for training in the 
country and abroad,” he 
also said. Mann said there 
was a Knowledge Sharing 
Agreement between Delhi.

Doctor shot dead inside
Ghaziabad clinic by men on bike

Delhi Feb 12 :A 40-year-
old doctor was shot dead 
inside his clinic by two 
assailants in Ghaziabad’s 
Muradnagar late Saturday 
night, said police.The de-
ceased has been identified 
as Mohd. Shamshad. Police 
said the two accused came 
on a bike. While one of 
them waited outside, the 
second man entered the 
clinic and shot the doctor 
before the duo fled.DCP 
(Rural) Ravi Kumar said: 
“Around 11.30 pm, Mu-
radnagar police received 
information that a person 
has been shot in Rajveer 
Wali colony. Police immedi-
ately reached the spot and 
sent the victim to a hos-
pital, but he succumbed 
to his injuries. There were 

two bullet wounds on his 
body.”SHO Muradnagar 
Satish Kumar said Mohd. 
Shamshad had pursued 
DAMS (Diploma in Ayurve-
da Medical Science). “Be-
cause there is no CCTV in 
the colony near the clinic, 
we could not get any foot-
age of the incident. But we 
have formed four teams 
to solve the case and nab 

the accused at the earliest,” 
said Kumar. He also said a 
team is looking into CCTV 
footage of the area, call de-
tail records (CDR) and car-
rying out manual checks at 
various places. The officer 
said the doctor is survived 
by his wife and six children 
– three sons and three 
daughters. “He hailed from 
Meerut and lived.

Delhi High Court restrains
firm from manufacturing or selling musical keyboards 

with ‘deceptively similar’ design to Casio
The Delhi High Court re-
cently upheld an interim 
order passed by an ad-
ditional district judge re-
straining a firm from sell-
ing and manufacturing 
musical keyboards with a 
design deceptively similar 
to that of Japanese elec-
tronics company Casio’s 
keyboard.A single-judge 
bench of Justice C Hari 
Shankar on February 7 
confirmed the interim in-
junction passed by the ad-
ditional district judge on 
June 25, 2021, in favour 
of Casio against Riddhi 
Siddhi Retail Venture. It 
said the injunction would 
be in place until Casio’s 
main lawsuit was disposed 
of.The high court perused 
through photographs and 
physical keyboards be-
longing to the plaintiff and 
defendant. It held, “At a 
bare glance, it is clear that 

the plaintiff’s and the de-
fendants’ (Riddhi Siddhi) 
keyboards are deceptively 
similar in design. The vari-
ous similarities between 
the two, highlighted paras 
12, 14 and 15 supra, as al-
leged in the plaint, actually 
stand borne out even from 
a viewing of the physical 
ustice Shankar observed 
that the design of Rid-
dhi Siddhi’s keyboard was 
an “obvious imitation” of 
Casio’s design, under the 
provisions of the Designs 
Act The defendant’s coun-
sel argued that Casio’s 
keyboard design was not 
new or original. The defen-
dants relied on listings on 
the internet pertaining to 
similar keyboards on vari-
ous e-commerce websites 
to advance their “lack of 
novelty” argument.Casio 
argued that Riddhi Siddhi 
was selling.

‘Who gave such powers to the L-G?’
Sisodia hits out after AAP nominees removed from discoms

Delhi Feb 12 :Delhi Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish Siso-
dia Saturday dubbed the 
removal of government-
appointed members from 
discom boards by Lieuten-
ant Governor V K Saxena 
as “unconstitutional and 
illegal”.Earlier in the day, 
following the directions of 
Lieutenant Governor Vinai 
Kumar Saxena, Delhi’s Pow-
er Department removed 
“AAP Spokesperson” Jas-
mine Shah; Naveen Gupta, 
son of AAP Rajya Sabha MP 
ND Gupta; and other pri-
vate individuals, who had 
allegedly been “illegally 
appointed” as government 
nominees on the board of 
private discoms. They have 

been replaced with senior 
government officials.Si-
sodia, who also holds the 
power portfolio, said: “The 
L-G has now started a new 
trend of overturning deci-
sions of the government 
taken years ago. He has al-
ready accepted it but now 
he is openly giving orders 
and directions illegally and 
in an unconstitutional way 

to show that the Constitu-
tion and the Apex court’s 
order do not apply to him. 
If this is the situation, then 
he might start overturning 
the government’s deci-
sions taken even 20 years 
ago. Who gave such pow-
ers to L-G?” Speaking at a 
press conference, he add-
ed: “It is written in the laws 
that if the L-G has a differ-
ent opinion on any matter 
decided by the minister 
concerned, then the L-G 
must call the minister and 
discuss the matter and ask 
him to discuss the same 
within the Cabinet. Then 
if the Cabinet is also not 
ready to change its deci-
sion.

I am being targeted by Delhi 
L-G, says Jasmine Shah

Delhi Feb 12 :Jasmine 
Shah, vice-chairperson of 
the Dialogue and Develop-
ment Commission of Delhi 
(DDCD), who is among the 
four individuals removed 
by L-G V K Saxena from 
the board of private power 
distribution companies, 
hit back at him on Satur-
day night.“The allegations 
of causing financial loss 
made by the L-G against 
me are laughable, slander-
ous and without a shred of 
evidence. The L-G is abus-
ing his high constitutional 
office every single day 

to do BJP’s bidding with 
complete disregard to 
constitutional norms and 
SC judgments,” he said in a 
statement.Shah added: “It 
is becoming clear that I am 
being targeted personally 
by the present LG in a cal-

culated and premeditated 
manner, starting with the 
illegal sealing of my office 
at DDCD last November. I 
would only like to ask the 
LG what is my fault? That 
I am a young, educated 
professional holding de-
grees from IIT Madras 
and Columbia University 
who dared to sacrifice his 
career to serve people 
of my country under the 
leadership of CM Arvind 
Kejriwal?” “Prior to my ap-
pointment on the board of 
Delhi discoms along with 
Mr Naveen Gupta.

Power play reaches power department as 
L-G shunts out ‘AAP names’ from discoms

Delhi Feb 12 Following the 
directions of Lieutenant 
Governor Vinai Kumar Sax-
ena, Delhi’s Power Depart-
ment has removed “AAP 
Spokesperson” Jasmine 
Shah; Naveen Gupta, son 
of AAP Rajya Sabha MP ND 
Gupta; and other private 
individuals, who had al-

legedly been “illegally ap-
pointed” as government 
nominees on the board of 
private discoms. They have 
been replaced with senior 
government officials.Ac-
cording to officials, invok-
ing “difference of opinion” 
under Article 239AA of the 
Constitution of India, the 

L-G has referred the matter 
to the President. “They had 
collaborated with private 
representatives on boards 
of three DISCOMS and al-
legedly benefitted them to 
the tune of Rs 8,000 crore 
at the cost of public exche-
quer,” officials from the L-
G’s office claimed.



5 Nation Indian Horizon
          Monday February- 13 -2023

Fuselage of Apache attack helicopter for 
Indian Army rolls out from Tata-Boeing facility
Tata-Boeing Aerospace 
Limited (TBAL), an 
Indo-American defence 
and aerospace joint 
venture firm, has deliv-
ered the first fuselage 
(the central part of an 
aircraft or helicopter, 
to which the wings and 
tail are connected), for 
the six AH-64 Apache 
attack helicopters or-
dered by the Indian 
Army. The TBAL facil-
ity in the Indian city of 
Hyderabad is the global 
sole source supplier for 
Apache fuselages and 
has produced complex 
aero-structures for Boe-
ing 737 and 777 aircraft. 
The miniature model 
of the Apache that was 
shown at the roll-out 
event indicates that the 
Army’s choppers would 
sport a ‘desert camou-
flage’ look. The fuselage 
rolled out of the Hyder-
abad plant in India, will 
be supplied to Boeing’s 
Apache final assembly 
plant in Mesa, Arizona, 
for further integration. 

So far, the TBAL plant 
in India has supplied 
more than 190 fuselages. 
According to the firm, 
more than 90 per cent of 
the parts used in these 
aerostructures’ assem-

blies are manufactured 
within India via more 
than 100 Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) suppliers. More 
than 1,275 units of the 
Apache helicopters are 

in operation, accumulat-
ing more than 4.9 million 
flight hours globally, of 
which 1.3 million have 
been in combat. The In-
dian Army’s six Apaches 
are the second fleet of 

Apaches ordered by In-
dia, as the Indian Air 
Force had taken delivery 
of 22 AH-64-E variants 
of the Apache chopper 
in 2020. India operates 
four classes of aircraft 
from Boeing, the C-17 
Globemaster III strategic 
transporter, the P8I Pose-
idon multi-role maritime 
mission aircraft, the Chi-
nook heavy-lift helicop-
ter and the Apache at-
tack helicopters. TBAL’s 
14,000sqm facility in In-
dia employs over 900 en-
gineers and technicians 
and utilises advanced 
robotics, automation, and 
aerospace concepts in its 
manufacturing processes. 
“This delivery positions 
TBAL and India as an 
important manufactur-
ing base in overall Boe-
ing operations. We stay 
committed towards pro-
gression of indigenous 
defence manufacturing 
with strong focus on the 
quality and timely deliv-
ery,” said Sukaran Singh, 
MD & CEO, 

Twin explosions rock India’s 
Jammu and Kashmir, 7 injured

At least seven persons 
were injured after twin 
explosions rocked Jammu 
city within a span of 15 
minutes the Union terri-
tory of Jammu and Kash-
mir in India’s north on 
Saturday morning. Addi-
tional Director General of 
Police (Jammu) Mukesh 
Singh said that the blasts 
occurred in Narwal area 
of Jammu. “The whole 
area has been cordoned 
off, senior police officers 
along with other person-
nel are at the spot and 
further investigations are 
underway. The injured 
have been rushed to the 
hospital,” another po-
lice official said, reports 
PTI news agency. Hos-
pital sources said seven 
people were admitted 
with splinter injuries and 
all of them are “stable”. 
The twin explosions took 
place in Yard Number 
7 of Transport Nagar in 
Narwal area. #WATCH | 
J&K: Six people injured 
in two blasts that oc-
curred in Narwal area of 
Jammu. Visuals from the 
spot. Police personnel are 

present at the spot. pic.
twitter.com/eTZ1exaICG 
— ANI (@ANI) Janu-
ary 21, 2023 × The first 
blast occurred at around 
10.45 am, followed by 
another explosion, an of-
ficial in Jammu told the 
news agency PTI, adding 
that the whole area was 
cordoned off and a search 
operation is underway. 
Jaswinder Singh, an eye-
witness, said the first blast 
occurred in a vehicle that 
was sent to a workshop 
for repairs, reported PTI. 
“Fifteen minutes later, 
another explosion near-
by littered the area with 
damaged parts and gar-
bage,” said Singh, chief 
of the Motor Spare Parts 
Association. Five people 

were injured in the first 
blast and two more in the 
second, he added. The 
Narwal area of the Jam-
mu city is a commercial 
hub and remains crowded 
throughout the day. It has 
fruit and vegetable mar-
ket besides many shops 
of tyres, spare parts, junk 
dealers and car acces-
sories. Jammu & Kash-
mir Lieutenant-General, 
Manoj Sinha has strongly 
condemned the blasts in 
Narwal, Jammu. Senior 
police officials briefed 
the LG about the blast 
and ongoing investiga-
tion. He called for ur-
gent steps to identify the 
culprits and take action 
against them. “Such das-
tardly acts highlight.

Air India Top Boss Knew About Pee-Gate 
After Flight, Reveal Emails

New Delhi: A crew mem-
ber onboard the New 
York-New Delhi flight 
on November 26 last 
year had reported the 
incident of a drunk pas-
senger urinating on a 
woman co-passenger, to 
top officials of the airline 
including its CEO Camp-
bell Wilson, within hours 
of the flight’s touchdown 
in the national capital. 
According to e-mails ac-
cessed by ANI, the Air 
India cabin crew super-
visor had reportedly sent 
out emails on November 
27 at around 1 pm to the 
head of the Inflight Ser-
vice Department (IFSD), 
base operations in In-
dia, Lead HR head of 
IFSD, and head of the 
northern region of IFSD 
and of complaints (cus-
tomer care), informing 
them about the incident. 
The top management at 

Air India had previously 
claimed that they were 
not informed about the 
incident after the flight 
landed, which led to the 
accused Shankar Mishra 
walking away without 
any apprehension or ac-
tion against him. Air In-
dia chairman and man-
aging director (CMD) 
Campbell Wilson stated 
that the airline had con-
stituted an internal com-
mittee to probe lapses on 
part of its crew and ad-
dress the deficiencies that 

delayed quick redressal 
of the situation that oc-
curred after a passenger 
on board Flight AI-102 
allegedly urinated on a 
woman passenger, was 
reported to airlines of-
ficials soon after land-
ing. The mail containing 
the ‘brief summary’ of 
the incident was also ac-
knowledged with a reply 
of “Ok, Noted,” at 3.47 
Hours. One of the initial 
emails after the telephon-
ic discussions, accessed 
by ANI, was sent at 3.46 

pm, which was also read 
and acknowledged by 
the recipients. A detailed 
thread of emails at 7.46 
pm the same day also in-
cluded mails addressed 
to the head of the ground 
handling department and 
the heads of customer 
service and inflight ser-
vices. Moreover, com-
munications also show 
that Wilson who received 
an email from the woman 
passenger’s son-in-law 
on the same evening had 
forwarded the mail to the 
head of customer care 
calling attention to the 
mail received by him. On 
November 26 last year, 
a man named Shankar 
Mishra allegedly urinated 
on a 70-year-old woman 
co-passenger in an ine-
briated condition in busi-
ness class of an Air India 
flight, but the incident 
was not reported to the 

Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
which was attributed to 
the delay in reporting the 
incident by the airline 
crew.Show cause notices 
were sent to not only to 
the airline and its chiefs 
but also to the entire 
crew of the flight. One 
of the crew’s responses 
to the DGCA stated that 
cabin supervisor-1 made 
calls to Mahipal Antil, 
the lead HR head of IFSD 
and Neeta Khungar, base 
manager, Delhi. This 
crew’s statement read, 
“upon landing, when the 
cabin supervisor- 1 called 
Antil to understand the 
way forward to treat the 
matter, he stated that it 
was not an incident of 
“unruly passenger” and 
that the Captain was cor-
rect in not upgrading the 
passenger to First class.” 
One of the responses.

Explosion At Ex-MLA’s House In 
Jammu And Kashmir’s Poonch

Poonch/Jammu: An ex-
plosion was reported at 
the house of a former 
legislator in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Poonch 
district, officials said 
on Saturday. Former 
Surankote MLA and 
prominent Gujjar leader 
Choudhary Mohammad 
Akram said the incident 
occurred around 7.30 pm 
on Friday and his family 

had a narrow escape as 
splinters pierced the ceil-
ing of several rooms of 
his house in Lassana vil-
lage. “I was not home at 
the time of the incident. 
Later, I came to know 
that there was a power-
ful explosion, followed 
by some shots that were 
fired. Police and Army 
officials visited my 
house immediately after 

the incident and they are 
ascertaining the details,” 
Mr Akram told PTI in 
Jammu. Mr Akram, 
who resigned from the 
Congress in solidarity 
with former Jammu and 
Kashmir chief minister 
Ghulam Nabi Azad last 
year but later distanced 
himself from Azad’s 
Democratic Azad Party, 
demanded a thorough 
probe into the incident.A 
police official said emp-
ty cartridges of a 12-bore 
gun were found from the 
scene of the incident. 
Post a comment “We 
came to know about a 
blast near the house of 
the former MLA and im-
mediately rushed to the 
scene. A halogen light 
was found damaged and 
empty cartridges of a 12-
bore gun were found on 
the spot,” he said, adding 
that further investigation 
is on.

Citing Centre’s Data, Ex Bengal Minister 
Says  Rs 1.25 Lakh Crore GST Fraud

Kolkata: Predicting a grim 
future for the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST), Econo-
mist and former West Ben-
gal Finance Minister Amit 
Mitra said the environment 
at the GST council had 
become ‘toxic’. Mr Mitra 
was speaking at a national 
conference on the success 
of GST at the West Ben-
gal National University of 
Juridical Sciences (NUJS) 
in Kolkata. Narrating how 
the functioning of the GST 
council has changed in 
five years, since the new 
tax regime came into ex-

istence in 2017, Mr Mitra 
said, “There was an issue 
of taxation for 12 km off-
shore. Eight states gov-
erned by different political 
parties came together, and 
I remember Nitin Patel, the 
then Deputy Chief Minister 
of Gujarat, he came to me 
and said, Dr Mitra, you take 
the lead, and I will support 
you. He was BJP. Then you 
had BJP, you had Congress 
in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, 
CPI(M) in Kerala, all polit-
ical parties governing states 
along the shore had com-
mon interest. I remember 

Mr Jaitley took a break, we 
sat together and said sir, we 
will not let this pass so that 
your Centre can take over 

the entire taxation process. 
What is interesting is that 
it was a collegial environ-
ment, a consensus environ-

ment.” Mr Mitra said Arun 
Jaitley, then Finance Minis-
ter, agreed and said he got a 
sense of the house. “He told 
the central government offi-
cials flat on their face, with-
draw this. This will remain 
with the states. That atmo-
sphere has gone. Now the 
environment in the council 
is majoritarian. It started 
when I was there. In fact, at 
times, toxic. And, at times, 
acrimonious. The saddest 
part is sometimes conclu-
sions are not reached,” he 
added. The GST Council.

Amid Tension With China, Air 
Force’s Massive Exercise Near LAC
New Delhi: The Indian 
Air Force will carry out 
Exercise ‘Pralay’ involv-
ing all its major air bases 
in the northeast including 
the recently moved drone 
squadrons amid the ongo-
ing standoff with China, 
informed officials. The mas-
sive air exercise planned to 
be held in the next few days 
also comes at a time when 
the Indian Air Force has 
deployed and activated the 
S-400 air defence squadron 
in the area which can take 
on any enemy aircraft or 
missile from a distance of 
up to 400 km. According to 

officials, the exercise would 
see major combat assets of 
the Air Force including the 
Rafale and Sukhoi Su-30 
fighter jets activated along 
with the transport and other 
aircraft. The Air Force re-
cently moved a squadron of 
drones from other bases to 

the northeast to augment its 
capabilities of monitoring 
adversary activities along 
the Sikkim and the Siliguri 
Corridor sector. The Chi-
nese have also been increas-
ing their activities along the 
Doklam area and are under 
the constant watch .

Jammu And Kashmir Wanted Employment
Job But Got BJP’s Bulldozer: Rahul Gandhi

New Delhi: Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi on Sunday attacked 
the BJP over the ongoing anti-
encroachment drive in Jammu 
and Kashmir, saying the Union 
Territory wanted employment, 
better business and love but 
instead got the “BJP’s bulldoz-
er”. Major political parties such 
as the Congress, the National 
Conference, and the PDP have 

voiced their concerns against the 
drive and demanded an immedi-
ate end to it. The authorities have 
so far retrieved more than 10 lakh 
kanals (one kanal =605 sq yards) 
of land across Jammu and Kash-
mir after the Commissioner Sec-
retary, Revenue department, Vijay 
Kumar Bidhuri directed all deputy 
commissioners to ensure 100 per 
cent removal of encroachments 

from the state land on January 
7. In a tweet in Hindi, Mr Gandhi 
said, “Jammu and Kashmir wanted 
employment, better business and 
love, but what did they get? BJP’s 
Bulldozer!” The land which the 
people nurtured with their hard 
work for many decades, is being 
snatched away from them, the for-
mer Congress chief said.

BJP Veteran Gets Governor Job As Party 
Fine-Tunes Rajasthan Poll Strategy

Jaipur: The elevation of Gu-
lab Chand Kataria, leader 
of the opposition in the 
Rajasthan Assembly, as 
the Governor of Assam ef-
fectively retires him from 
active politics in the state, 
and his area of influence, 
the Mewar-Wagad region 
of south Rajasthan. Mr 
Kataria, at 78, is an active 
politician deeply rooted in 

the ideology of the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh. 
He has always been a con-
tender for the Chief Min-
ister’s post in Rajasthan, 
and was Home Minister 
in BJP-led governments 
in the state. Gulab Chand 
Kataria and former Chief 
Minister Vasundhara Raje 
were initially rivals, but are 
now known to have a good 

working relationship. Gula-
bji, as he is fondly known, 
being removed from the 
active politics of Rajast-
han is the BJP’s strategy to 
make way for a new lead-
ership in the state, which 
goes to polls end of this 
year.As MLA from Udaipur, 
Mr Kataria wields consider-
able influence in the Me-
war-Wagad region.
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This Part Of Mumbai Is 
A Big Priority For Me

Pudhe Chala” has been 
the mantra of Mumbai, 
and our local BEST bus 
service truly establishes 
a Mumbai on the move. 
BEST (Brihanmum-
bai Electric Supply and 
Transport) celebrates 
75 years of its estab-
lishment a week before 
our nation celebrates 75 
years of swaraj. August 
7, 1947 saw the birth 
of this organisation that 
has now evolved into 
the lifeline in India’s 
centre of growth and 
finance. Its red buses 
have transformed Mum-
bai and grown along 
with it, ensuring each 
passenger reaches safe-
ly and in time. Transport 
in Mumbai isn’t just a 
commute, it is a matter 
of destiny and making 
it to your dreams. For 
Uddhav Thackeray-ji 
and me, this establish-
ment has been a prior-
ity. For any transport 
service, the two things 
that matter the most are 
affordability and reach, 
which translates to fare 
and fleet size. Sustain-
ability, economically 
and environmentally 
are the key areas of fo-
cus today. The bus fleet 
stands at roughly 3,300 
buses in Mumbai on 
470 routes; it carries 
3.3 million passengers 
daily and safely. The 
good news is that we 
have crossed pre-Covid 
passenger numbers. But 
the fleet cannot be fro-
zen at that number for 
a city like Mumbai that 
is always on the move 
and growth. We aim to 
have 10,000 clean/alter-
nate fuel buses by 2027 
in keeping with a target 
and growth strategy that 
we set in 2021. All these 
buses will be emission-
free, noise-free and 
more so, charged by 
clean energy from the 
BEST’s own electricity 
supply. By the BEST 
tapping into assistance 
from global stakehold-
ers like C40, Giz, WRI, 
ITDP, ICLEI, TUMI 
and the German Federal 
Government, the world 
has invested and set its 
eyes on Mumbai. The 
scale at which BEST 
will achieve its electrifi-
cation target is going to 
be unprecedented. And 
therefore, BEST is set to 
inspire confidence for an 
accelerated green transi-
tion, not just in India, 
but across cities around 
the world. The double 
decker bus has been 
a part of every Mum-
baikar’s life. Uddhav 
Thackeray-ji insisted on 
electric double-decker 
buses; 900 of them will 
be in the fleet by 2025. 
Making public trans-
port affordable has been 

a priority, and for the 
past five years, we have 
maintained flat fares 
that make these buses 
the most affordable in 
the world. ₹ 5 for 5 
km, ₹ 10 for 10 km, ₹ 
15 for 15 km and more 
than ₹ 20 takes you for 
any distance more than 
15 kilometres. So BEST 
has scale, leads the 
world in going green at 
an affordable ticket rate, 
and per km cost like no 
other. Electric mobility 
per kilometre is more 
affordable than fossil 
fuel. For the administra-
tion, digitisation of the 
BEST was very crucial 
for better management 
of the fleet. A central 
control room that we set 
up a few years ago maps 
and manages every bus 
movement in times of 
normalcy or disasters. 
Similarly for passen-
gers, an application we 
launched early this year, 
you can plan your jour-
ney, book your ticket 
with a click of your 
phone. A tap in - tap out 
card has been introduced 
and it is combined with 
the services of other 
transport agencies in the 
city. While working on 
the route flexibility and 
affordability, we also 
highlighted the famous 
bus stops of Mumbai. 
Putting design to work, 
the new bus stops have 
more seating and wait-
ing capacity, are trans-
parent and safe and 
some even have green 
tops. In my tenure as 
Guardian Minister of 
Mumbai, while bringing 
in almost 400 of these 
new design bus stops, 
we also got the BMC to 
look into footpaths on a 
large scale. The idea was 
to have people commute 
by public transport and 
then have the “last mile” 
as a non-motorised 
commute i.e. a walk to 
work. Multiple aspects 
of Mumbai’s life now 
are effectively covered 
by the BEST. It runs a 
“women-only” bus, an 
airport ferry service, 
night routes, student 
pick-ups and drop-offs, 
a Hop-On-Hop-Off ser-
vice for tourists, open 
double-decker buses 
for tourists with guided 
tours of the city, and 
a corporate booking-
only service soon to be 
launched. I have closely 
seen the workings of 
the BEST in the past 
25 years: its drivers and 
conductors, its adminis-
tration, its cash-strapped 
days being replaced 
with a rapid increase 
in passengers. I’ve also 
had the good fortune to 
keep adding new initia-
tives to this world-class.

Dependency trap: Chinese strategy to mute global 
response to its multidomain aggression

China is known to en-
trap weaker economies 
through its debt trap, but 
the bigger threat, not so 
much talked about, is its 
strategy to entrap stron-
ger economies like US, 
G7 Countries as well as 
India into its dependency 
trap, which indirectly 
mutes counter actions 
against Chinese aggres-
sive design, irrespective 
of its magnitude, dimen-
sion and implications. 
How Grave is Chinese 
Aggression? China has 
launched multi-domain 
aggression on most 
countries of an unprec-
edented magnitude, but 
it has not been acknowl-
edged globally to avoid 
responding aggressively 
to it. The western world 
has been keenly counting 
the casualties in Russia 
Ukraine War and collec-
tively contesting against 
Russia, whereas the casu-
alties’ figures caused by 
China through corona-
virus by direct invasion 
on to global health sys-
tem remains unpunished. 
China lied, and people 
died is a common slogan 
but the clamour to probe 
into its origin seems to be 
waning, once the US got 
dragged into the contro-
versy of gain of function 
research. After two years 
of the pandemic, it ap-
pears that the world has 
to lump the bitter pill to 
assume that coronavirus 
originated from nowhere! 
While global deaths of 
over 6.7 million people 
may not be attributed to 
China alone, but the de-
lay in the declaration of 
the pandemic by tamed 
WHO and not control-
ling international flights 
two years back to avoid 
its economic setback by 

China is certainly a di-
rect assault on global 
health. The death due to 
coronavirus certainly ex-
ceed deaths in all wars of 
many decades put togeth-
er. China has once again 
unleashed the infection 
by suddenly opening up 
after the draconian ‘ze-
ro-Covid’ policy due to 
unprecedented domestic 
protests and has threat-
ened countries like Japan 
and South Korea trying to 
test people arriving from 
China by visa stoppages, 
thereby forcing them to 
accept infected Chinese, 
but there is no unified 
global response. Many 
countries like Thailand 
have succumbed to its 
pressure by doing away 
with tests putting their 
people at risk. It embold-
ens China that the world 
is ready to adjust to its 
needs and lump its ag-
gression. Its blatant re-
fusal to share data which 
impacts global health 
hasn’t seen any sanc-
tions by the world com-
munity and organizations 
meant to take action. No 
one has gone beyond ex-
pressing concerns and no 
resolution was sought to 
force China to share in-
formation to protect the 
lives of others. As a to-
ken Chinese reluctantly 
released the first official 
deaths toll of almost 
60,000 Covid-related 
deaths in a month, after 
suddenly lifting con-
trols on the ‘zero-Covid 
policy’ with over 90 per 
cent of casualties of over 
65 years as per its Na-
tional Health Commis-
sion. This appears to be 
a gross under-report by 
referring Covid as fever 
and not reporting fever 
deaths as Covid-related 

deaths. Is CCP cleans-
ing older people using 
COVID, who were left 
least vaccinated due to its 
awkward policy, to get 
the correct demographics 
for mass manufacturing? 
In other domains too in-
cluding Chinese incre-
mental encroachment, 
the global response has 
been inadequate, be it 
grabbing inhabited fea-
tures in the South China 
Sea and converting them 
into military bases and 
junking all rulings of 
PCA on the subject. Its 
aggression on Himalayan 
borders is being respond-
ed to by India in a stand-
alone mode. Its firepower 
demonstration on Taiwan 
has been responded to 
by nothing beyond pos-
turing. Its fishing trawl-
ers illegally fishing all 
over the globe have seen 
limited resistance from 
individual affected coun-
tries. It dares to operate 
secret police stations in 
all so-called powerful 
countries as influence 
operations as part of its 
Three warfare Strategy 
hasn’t seen a worthwhile 
pushback. Its BRI proj-
ects have pushed many 
weak economies into an 
unending debt trap. Why 
global response is muted 

against China? By design 
as well as default China 
became the global fac-
tory due to US efforts to 
push China up to disinte-
grate USSR. The invest-
ments as well as the de-
pendence of the West on 
China grew to an extent 
that during the coronavi-
rus outbreak, New York 
had a sanitation problem 
when the supply chain 
of toilet rolls from China 
got disrupted. The world 
realized its helplessness 
due to over-dependence 
on China during Co-
vid-19 pandemic but the 
magnitude of dependen-
cy was such that despite 
strong desire/efforts to 
decouple, it is finding 
difficulty in doing so 
till date. Countries suf-
fering from Chinese ag-
gression like Japan may 
be criticizing it on daily 
basis but their trade with 
China continues to grow. 
Chinese total goods trade 
touched a record high in 
2022, reaching 42.07 tril-
lion yuan ($6.3 trillion), a 
rise of 7.7% from 2021. 
Measured in US dol-
lars, exports jumped 7% 
in 2022, while imports 
increased 1.1%. That 
translates into a trade 
surplus of $877.6 billion, 
surpassing 2021’s record 

of $676 billion. Chinese 
exports to Japan in 2022 
saw an increase of 3.87 
per cent over 2021. Simi-
lar is the story of most 
major economies includ-
ing US, which suffered 
the maximum deaths due 
to coronavirus. The al-
legation that coronavirus 
was a biological weapon 
unleashed to dislodge US 
from its top position in 
global dominance is yet 
not ruled out. The nature 
of warfare has changed 
and so have the instru-
ments of war. Its certain 
that the commercial in-
terest of countries have 
overshadowed/compro-
mised the security inter-
est and health of their 
people in the context of 
China. China has thus 
muted global response 
to its unchecked aggres-
sion making full use of 
global commercial de-
pendency on it. The trade 
figures indicated above 
prove that. That’s why 
China is again infecting 
world with new variants 
of Covid-19 & no one 
has stopped its flights. 
The case of India While 
troops endure freezing 
winters at the LAC, MEA 
India says its relations 
with China can’t be nor-
mal till the border issue 
is resolved. However, the 
trade deficit has grown to 
$101 billion in 2022, out 
of bilateral trade of $126 
billion, marking a sharp 
rise of 46 per cent tells a 
different story. More than 
160 companies in India 
have Chinese CEOs. The 
API reliance is indirectly 
humbling Indian border 
efforts. China continues 
to cherish such ‘not nor-
mal relations’, which in 
financial terms are better 
than normal. Indian con-

sumers too need to set it 
right besides expecting 
concrete measures by 
the Government of India. 
What needs to be done? 
It is necessary to pursue 
some initial steps taken 
by the Quad countries to 
synergize medical, scien-
tific, financial, manufac-
turing, important emerg-
ing technology, and 
developmental capabili-
ties in order to create an 
alternative supply chain, 
trade, technological, and 
health ecosystem that is 
independent of China. 
To send the proper sig-
nals that the intentions 
of a non-military group-
ing can alter overnight 
if there is interoperabil-
ity between militaries of 
like-minded countries, 
Quad members must con-
tinue freedom of naviga-
tion and military drills in 
the Indo-Pacific. To pre-
vent vulnerable econo-
mies from falling into the 
debt trap set up by China 
through the BRI, an al-
ternative infrastructure 
architecture in the form 
of the B3W, Blue Dot 
Network, and Friend-
ship Highways is crucial. 
It is necessary to plan 
a collective reaction to 
threats from cyberspace, 
space terrorism, biologi-
cal agents, and Chinese 
nuclear expansion. India 
needs to be self-reliant 
at unprecedented speed. 
India must increasingly 
create a negative im-
port list of all products 
imported from China 
that have been or can be 
manufactured in India 
in response to economic 
and digital invasion and 
gradually forbid their im-
ports, as is being done to 
increase self-reliance.

World’s China plus One business strategy 
spells advantage for India

he Covid pandemic has 
shown limitations of 
global markets in terms 
of the health infrastruc-
ture of countries, supply 
chain disruptions, or de-
pendence of the West on 
China. Amid pathbreak-
ing Covid disruptions, 
companies attempted to 
innovate their business 
models. One such busi-
ness model is China Plus 
One Strategy. It refers to 
diversifying the invest-
ment from China in the 
business sector and look-
ing for alternative desti-
nations. Although such 
model was in place by 
Japan and the US since 
2008, it furthered much 
more during the pan-
demic. ALSO WATCH | 
World Business Watch: 
China’s manufactur-
ing contracts at sharp-
est pace in three years × 
During the Covid pan-
demic, countries across 
the world began to look 
within themselves. What 
forced companies to look 
beyond China? China’s 
now repealed zero Covid 
policy, US-China trade 
war, crisis of Alibaba 
owner Jack Ma, ban of 
several Chinese smart-
phone applications by In-
dia and the US, Chinese 

stringent data privacy 
law, espionage charges 
against country’s nation-
als, and Beijing’s asser-
tive stance on Taiwan are 
a few reasons that forced 
multinational compa-
nies to look beyond 
China. Which countries 
emerged as alternatives? 
To support world’s ever-
growing demand of ma-
chinery, automobiles, 
transport and electrical 
equipment countries like 
India, Vietnam, Thailand, 
Mexico, Taiwan, Ma-
laysia filled the vacuum. 
In the long run, the eco-
nomic stars are aligned 
in favour of India. India 
possess a low cost pro-
duction, conducive busi-
ness environment, and 
incentivising government 
policies to support the 
companies. The scope for 
India In the sectors such 
as semiconductors, chip-
sets and other electronic 
products, India has the 
potential to do wonders. 
“We are well-positioned 
to become a trusted 
global partner under 
China-plus-one strategy 
and hopeful of becom-
ing part of Global Value 
Chains (GVCs) for logic 
semiconductors, chip 
sets and other electronic 

products,’‘ India’s Union 
Minister of State for 
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology Rajeev 
Chandrasekhar said. For 
instance, nearly 92 per 
cent mobile phones sold 
in India in 2014 were im-
ported compared to 2020 
when 97 per cent of mo-
bile phones were manu-
factured in India.  | India 
to get its first homegrown 
iPhone maker as Tata 
Group nears takeover In-
dian campaigns such as 
Make In India and Pro-
duction Linked Incentive 
(PLIs) have geared up the 
transition. As per the offi-
cial portal of Make In In-
dia, 1,305 Japanese com-
panies are registered in 
India like Suzuki, Honda, 
Sony and Panasonic. 
Countries like US, Japan, 

United Arab Emirates, 
Germany, and France 
have heavily invested in 
the country. Apart from 
electronics, pharmaceu-
ticals sector has emerged 
as India’s stronghold in 
recent years. As ‘Phar-
macy of the World’, In-
dia is among world’s ten 
most attractive sectors for 
the foreign investment in 
pharmaceutical sector. 
About 20 per cent of the 
global exports in generic 
drugs are met by India. 
India’s role in supplying 
medical consignment to 
different countries during 
Covid pandemic received 
laurels worldwide, re-
flecting country’s intent 
as well as the potential to 
meet global demand to be 
a reliable spot of global 
manufacturing The scope 

for India In the sectors 
such as semiconductors, 
chipsets and other elec-
tronic products, India 
has the potential to do 
wonders. “We are well-
positioned to become 
a trusted global partner 
under China-plus-one 
strategy and hopeful of 
becoming part of Global 
Value Chains (GVCs) for 
logic semiconductors, 
chip sets and other elec-
tronic products,’‘ India’s 
Union Minister of State 
for Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology Ra-
jeev Chandrasekhar said. 
For instance, nearly 92 
per cent mobile phones 
sold in India in 2014 
were imported compared 
to 2020 when 97 per cent 
of mobile phones were 
manufactured in India.  | 

India to get its first home-
grown iPhone maker as 
Tata Group nears take-
over Indian campaigns 
such as Make In India 
and Production Linked 
Incentive (PLIs) have 
geared up the transition. 
As per the official portal 
of Make In India, 1,305 
Japanese companies are 
registered in India like 
Suzuki, Honda, Sony and 
Panasonic. Countries like 
US, Japan, United Arab 
Emirates, Germany, and 
France have heavily in-
vested in the country. 
Apart from electronics, 
pharmaceuticals sector 
has emerged as India’s 
stronghold in recent 
years. As ‘Pharmacy 
of the World’, India is 
among world’s ten most 
attractive sectors for the 
foreign investment in 
pharmaceutical sector. 
About 20 per cent of the 
global exports in generic 
drugs are met by India. 
India’s role in supplying 
medical consignment to 
different countries during 
Covid pandemic received 
laurels worldwide, re-
flecting country’s intent 
as well as the potential to 
meet global demand to be 
a reliable spot of global 
manufacturing.
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GST, Demonetisation And 
Other Failures Of NDA

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment has completed 
three years this October, 
and the report is a mixed 
bag. This blog is about 
certain facts based on the 
Honorable Chief Minis-
ter’s opinion, in an inter-
view, that the Shiv Sena 
has played the dual role 
of being in government 
and playing the opposi-
tion too. The opinion is 
true. So is this true: that 
the Shiv Sena has been 
forced to play the oppo-
sition, while in govern-
ment through the NDA 
at both the centre and 
the state level. Let me 
begin with what we op-
posed. Then I’ll come 
to why the opposition 
turned public. Back in 
June 2014, the Railways 
Ministry hiked the fares 
of Mumbai’s suburban 
rail network. The sudden 
hike came as a shocker to 
us, as also to many col-
leagues in the state BJP. 
The newly-sworn gov-
ernment of the NDA had 
pitched its opinion before 
the election against such 
hikes without bettering 
the quality of services. 
With our allies in the 
state too scared to discuss 
this or voice anything to 
the centre, we had to 
voice it. Result: it was 
rolled back. Then came 
the famed Land Acquisi-
tion Bill. This Bill was 
a major image-changer 
for the NDA where the 
government displayed 
its dictatorial streak for 
the first time while also 
being anti-farmer. The 
removal of 80% consent 
from land owners  for 
industries to take away 
their land and the ab-
sence of an evaluation of 
the environmental impact 
and social impact of such 
acquisition meant that 
the draconian law would 
have created havoc in the 
country. This law meant, 
if you have no voice, you 
will not be heard at all! 
The NDA’s Bill was far 
less equitable than what 
the Congress had offered 
in its 2013 Bill, despite 
what was meant to be a 
popular - populist BJP. 
The Shiv Sena had to 
oppose it. As did other 
parties. You can’t treat 
any citizen as second-
class and allow land to 
be snatched away from 
them. It was rolled back. 
Then came Demonetisa-
tion, the Demon. With-
out consultation, without 
planning, the move was 
brought about to curb 
black money, terrorism, 
fake currency. The Shiv 
Sena was the first one to 
oppose the way it was 
implemented. Not the 
intent. Now, even the in-
tent seems dubious. The 
growth rate of the econo-
my went down. Lakhs of 
jobs were lost. Business-
es were shut down. Ev-
erything declined apart 
from counterfeit mon-
ey, terrorism and black 
money. The less said, the 
better. Demonetisation 
failed. It failed the hopes 
of all those who stood 
in never-ending lines 
for the country. It failed 
the country. Then came 
GST. Mumbai  stood  
to lose the maximum 
from this move which 
killed the economic in-
dependence of revenue 

and expenditure of local 
governments. With the 
Shiv Sena’s hard bar-
gains, debates and many 
public and in committee 
proposals, the Finance 
Ministry accepted our 
demands. Otherwise, 
Mumbai would have lost 
its financial importance. 
Now, the GST is be-
ing tweaked as per each 
state election, beginning 
with Gujarat (making 
the Gujarat Model seem 
a failure) and is now a 
tool for every party at 
the centre to adjust be-
fore elections. It was to 
be One Nation, One Tax. 
Everyone knows what 
it’s turned out to be, es-
pecially when the Prime 
Minister tries to share its 
blame with the opposi-
tion party, while, when 
it seemed good, it was 
presented like freedom at 
midnight delivered only 
by the BJP and nobody 
else. The Shiv Sena has 
stood against the metro 
car shed in Aarey. Any 
sensible government 
wouldn’t touch Aarey 
as it has documented 
evidence of leopards and 
many other species of 
flora fauna in it. World-
renowned photographers 
like Steve Winter have 
clicked these big cats 
here. Yet, the Chief Min-
ister argued whether the 
state should spend 1,800 
crores to shift the car 
shed. If the government 
can spend 300 crores on 
social media for its own 
publicity, surely 1,800 
crores is nothing for sus-
tainable growth and en-
vironment! Furthermore, 
the contract of making 
the 5,000-crore metro 
for the city is given to 
a contractor blacklisted 
by the BMC for shoddy 
work! There goes trans-
parency! ALSO READ 
Court Verdict On Rebel 
Shiv Sena MLAs Is Pri-
ority: Uddhav Thackeray 
Court Verdict On Rebel 
Shiv Sena MLAs Is Pri-
ority: Uddhav Thackeray 
Supreme Court Must De-
cide On “Rebel MLAs” 
First: Uddhav Thackeray 
Supreme Court Must De-
cide On “Rebel MLAs” 
First: Uddhav Thackeray 
Stones Thrown At Aad-
itya Thackeray’s Car In 
Aurangabad, Says Party 
Stones Thrown At Aad-
itya Thackeray’s Car In 
Aurangabad, Says Party 
Recently the Shiv Sena 
took to streets against 
the rising fuel prices and 
inflation. The less said 
about the BJP’s hypoc-
risy, the better. Well, the 
Shiv Sena was only guid-
ed by the BJP’s campaign 
banners that asked for 
votes by promising better 
prices, saying “Bahut hui 
mehengai ki maar, abki 
baar...” I wonder why no 
one from the BJP ever 
rejected the statement “If 
they have cars, they can 
pay more”; it’s the Ma-
rie Antoinette moment 
of a Central Minister. 
The Mumbai University 
has been a boiling issue 
in the state. The cabinet 
education minister has 
been virtually clueless 
about any solutions. The 
online admissions and 
assessments have been a 
mess. Lakhs of students 
didn’t get their results 
from May to October 

only because of this de-
lay. We met the minister 
in the March of 2015: he 
said “yes” to our sugges-
tions in the private meet-
ing. Then didn’t act. We 
had to protest in 2016. He 
made a joke about it. By 
2017, the University of 
Mumbai became a cruel 
joke on the students stuck 
in it. Many who had paid 
fees abroad couldn’t start 
college there, only be-
cause they had no results 
in hand. The re-evalua-
tion results, by the way, 
aren’t yet out. And the 
company that’s messed it 
up has been given an ex-
tension on the same work 
that it botched up. The 
Shiv Sena has long stood 
for farmers. In Maha-
rashtra, farmer suicides 
are still on the rise and 
the BJP had somewhat 
been a part of the cam-
paign (as the opposition) 
for loan waivers for farm-
ers. After protests from 
the Shiv Sena, the gov-
ernment turned its view 
on the waiver from “not 
economically viable” to 
having “digital records” 
to making a complete 
mess of the situation to-
day. The government has 
put the entire farmer loan 
waiver process in such 
chaos that it seems that 
the confusion will hit the 
farmers harder than the 
drought. No, we aren’t 
opposing the government 
because we enjoy it. We 
are opposing issues. We 
are reminding the gov-
ernment of the promises it 
made, the protests it par-
ticipated in, the demands 
they raised together with 
us as the opposition to a 
Congress that was reject-
ed by the people. If the 
government was to fo-
cus, as keenly as it does 
on social media, hoard-
ings, event management 
and public relations cam-
paigns, on the promises 
and demands we made 
together, we will be ac-
cepted time and again by 
the people. Demonetisa-
tion; GST; terror attacks; 
education issues; censor-
ship against government 
critique; slow-down in 
growth of the economy; 
shut-down of businesses; 
loss of jobs; the discon-
tent of women, students, 
farmers, professionals, 
traders - all this has been 
papered over by the BJP 
using publicity to project 
its own view. The key 
issue is that the govern-
ment has turned a deaf 
ear to people and their 
woes. The government 
was elected because it 
heard the people, spoke 
the people’s issues while 
in opposition. Today, 
leave aside hearing the 
people, there is zero co-
ordination in the NDA. 
No one would like to be 
an opposition in gov-
ernment. One would be 
happier defending the 
government, if it is mor-
ally defensible anymore. 
If the issues were dis-
cussed with allies behind 
closed doors, as it were 
earlier, the Shiv Sena 
would voice criticism 
behind closed doors. If 
the party hears it through 
media and social media 
campaigns, the party will 
have to voice its opinion 
publicly. The Shiv Sena 
isn’t opposing.

Chaos and Confusion Mar NEET-PG Process
Over the past three years, 
conducting the National 
Eligibility cum Entrance 
Test (Postgraduation) 
[NEET-PG] has been 
mired in chaos and con-
fusion. In 2021, the CO-
VID-19 pandemic meant 
that the exam could not 
be held until September 
(it was held on Janu-
ary 5 in 2020) because 
doctors were managing 
wards across the country. 
Last year, the counselling 
process got delayed be-
cause there was a petition 
against OBC and EWS 
reservations before the 
Supreme Court. Chinese 
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time around, poor deci-
sion-making on the part 
of the National Board Of 
Examinations In Medi-
cal Sciences (NBEMS) 
threatens to repeat this 
scenario. On January 7, 
the board released the 
official notification for 
NEET-PG 2023. For 
this year’s exam, which 
serves as a single gate-
way entrance test for 
admission to broad spe-
ciality medical courses in 
the country’s top govern-
ment and private medical 
colleges, the cut-off date 
for completion of the in-
ternship was initially set 
as March 31, 2023. This 
meant that thousands of 
intern doctors would not 
have been able to take the 
exam because they would 
not have completed the 
mandatory internship be-
fore the examination ren-

dering them ineligible for 
the exam. Intern doctors 
are junior doctors who 
after completing their 
MBBS course have to un-
dergo one-year internship 
in a medical college to 
get the degree. This one-
year internship comple-
tion is mandatory before 
getting a broad speciality 
medical seat via the PG 
entrance exam. After rep-
resentation from scores 
of medicos, NBEMS re-
leased a revised notifica-
tion on January 13, 2023, 
extending the cut-off date 
for the internship to June 
30, 2023 – an extension 
of about four months. 
However, despite this 
extension, about 10,000 
medicos from Madhya 
Pradesh, Telangana, Bi-
har and Jharkhand would 
still be ineligible as their 
internship will not be 
completed before the ex-
tended deadline. In fact, 
Madhya Pradesh Medical 
University in Jabalpur, 
in a letter dated January 
4, told the Union health 
ministry that the deadline 
should be July. But this 
was not addressed as per 
the latest order extend-
ing the deadline to June. 
NEET is a nationwide 
examination. For logical 
and better sense to pre-
vail, it would have been 
better to extend the in-
ternship deadline in such 
a manner that no student 
from any state is ineli-
gible. After all, it is the 
state and Union govern-
ments who decide the 
schedules of an academic 
session and the follow-up 
internship, not the medi-
cos. When the medicos 
don’t have a say in the 
academic calendar, why 

should they be made to 
suffer due to the lack of 
proper coordination be-
tween the Union and the 
state governments? Loss 
to public health If the cut-
off dates are not changed, 
the effect will also be felt 
on public health in the 
long run. Even if doctors 
from a few states are un-
able to write the exam, 
there’s a possibility that 
PG medical seats will lie 
vacant in some colleges 
across the country due to 
fewer takers. This in turn 
will reduce the human 
resource in the hospitals. 
With fewer resident doc-
tors joining the broad 
speciality departments, 
outpatient and inpatient 
departments will be ham-
pered, which will ulti-
mately lead to delays in 
patient care services. The 
low human resource will 
also increase the strain 
on doctors, which will 
again affect the quality 
of healthcare. Another 
reason for the confu-
sion is that the Medical 
Counselling Committee 
has announced the re-
sults of the Special Stray 
Vacancy round. Under 
this process, 2,244 broad 
speciality PG seats in 

different medical col-
leges – which were lying 
vacant after the 3 rounds 
of counselling in NEET 
2022 – will be filled. 
Those who are participat-
ing in this special round 
need to furnish an under-
taking mentioning that if 
they are allotted a seat, 
then will take admission. 
If they fail to do so, they 
will be debarred from sit-
ting in NEET-PG 2023. 
Effectively, this means 
that if doctors apply to 
stray counselling but do 
not get the seat of their 
choice, they will be los-
ing both NEET-PG 2022 
and 2023 opportunities. 
Doctors treat a patient in 
a hospital in Hyderabad. 
Representative image. 
Photo: PTI Bigger issue 
However, even as the re-
vision of the internship 
deadline brought relief 
for a section of medicos, 
it only solved one part 
of the problem. The part 
which remained unre-
solved was the date per se 
of the examination. The 
examination date remains 
unchanged – March 5, 
2023. In other words, the 
cut-off date for the in-
ternship has been revised 
to June, but the medicos 

will have to give the en-
trance exam in March 
itself. After the examina-
tion, the counselling pro-
cess – in which seats are 
allotted as per the results 
of the exam conducted – 
will start only after June. 
Now, how does this af-
fect the doctors taking 
exams? An internship is 
a tedious process. Intern 
doctors have hectic duty 
hours ranging from 12 
hours apart from man-
aging ward duties. So, 
while these candidates 
perform their strenu-
ous duties, they are also 
expected to prepare for 
an exam that is tough to 
crack with heavy com-
petition for every seat. 
If the counselling pro-
cess is to start only after 
June, why is there a hurry 
to conduct the exam in 
March itself? Dr Shankul 
Dwivedi, national joint 
secretary of IMA Junior 
Doctors Network says, 
“The extension of the in-
ternship deadline to June 
30 is a welcome step by 
the NBE, but then again 
the purpose of conduct-
ing the exam earlier in 
March – to streamline 
the academic calendar 
– stands defeated as the 
counselling and admis-
sion process will begin 
after June 30. It would 
have been better to re-
schedule the exam dates 
accordingly and reduce 
the gap of four months 
between the exam and 
the internship deadline.” 
He said that rescheduling 
the exam and extending 
the internship deadline 
need to be in sync with 
each other and the coun-
selling process also needs 
to be streamlined.

A Foreign Policy Fuelled By ‘Calcium Pills’
One of the interesting an-
ecdotes in Peter Martin’s 
China’s Civilian Army 
was how nationalist citi-
zens in China used to 
send calcium pills to the 
foreign ministry to criti-
cise what they perceived 
as a lack of backbone in 
standing up to foreign 
countries. Things have 
changed spectacularly 
since then, and China’s 
“wolf warrior” diplo-
macy is, these days, seen 
as much more appropri-
ate to nationalist opinion, 
even if it has significant 
downsides in helping 
the country achieve its 
own international goals. 
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macy – as a tool of give 
and take, of convincing 
others that their goals 
can align in a manner 
that furthers your own 
country’s strategic inter-
ests – is often hard to ex-
plain to a domestic audi-
ence. Instead, headlines 
of how ‘our’ diplomats 
have shown others their 
place, or been humili-
ated, is generally how it 
is consumed by a lay au-
dience. While zero-sum 
outcomes are sometimes 
achieved, for example 
the alliance of NATO 
and partner countries 

against Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, these are 
the exceptions that prove 
the rule. Instead, diplo-
macy is often the day-to-
day routine that helps a 
country sell its products 
abroad, keep its citizens 
safe and manage allianc-
es – loose or tight – that 
support domestic pros-
perity and security. Pan-
dering to pride, or fearing 
humiliation, may achieve 
the goal of emphasising 
a country’s red lines, but 
are counter-effective in 
doing much else. Few 
things illustrate this  – 
and the fact that India’s 
diplomacy has shifted to 
a diet of calcium pills – 
more effectively than the 
MEA’s meltdown over 
the BBC documentary on 
Narendra Modi. When 
MEA spokesperson Arin-
dam Bagchi stated that 
“the bias, the lack of 
objectivity, and frankly 
a continuing colonial 
mindset, is blatantly vis-
ible,” who was he trying 
to convince to do what? 
What strategic objec-
tive was being pursued? 
Also read: An Unman-
aged Foreign Media Has 
Got the Modi Govern-
ment Fuming Had India 
been part of a grouping 
of post-colonial countries 
addressing the inequality 
inherent in global insti-
tutions – including the 
media, that are almost al-
ways based in developed, 
former colonial countries 
– then that would have 
made sense. But the real 

contender for that posi-
tion is China, creating 
institutions such as the 
Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (that India 
is to host) that are alter-
natives to the US and 
Europe-led international 
order. India’s relevance 
has been reduced to be-
ing anti-China as it pro-
tests the Belt and Road 
Initiative and joins the 
US through security ar-
rangements and the 
Quad. Parroting what 
are essentially the same 
points that China makes 
achieves what, precisely, 
for India? There is an ad-
ditional problem of India 
pursuing a calcium-rich 
foreign policy, which is 
that of credibility. Em-
phasising red lines is 
only useful if you are 
willing to, and have the 
ability, to do something 
about it. Even the US, 

with all of its power, was 
reduced to a joke when 
it refused to enforce the 
red line of the Taliban 
marching into Kabul. In 
the case of an India that 
is manifestly unable to 
defend its borders from 
the PLA or even the Tat-
madaw, what red lines 
is it going to draw? Us-
ing questionable emer-
gency powers to take 
down links to YouTube 
or Twitter hardly matters 
when the subjects under 
discussion are largely al-
ready well-known in In-
dia. Will the MEA sue the 
BBC? Will it summon 
the British High Com-
missioner and say we 
will cancel talks over the 
Free Trade Agreement? A 
great deal of barking with 
no bite to go along with it 
highlights weakness, not 
strength. Also read: BBC 
Documentary’s New 

Episode Claims Modi 
‘Hugely Divisive’, ‘His 
New India’ in ‘Religious 
Turmoil’ In the end, 
though, it is hardly fair 
to blame the MEA for 
this state of affairs, just 
as it is unfair to blame 
the Chinese diplomats 
running away from their 
American counterparts 
when Nixon was trying 
to open channels with 
China. Given the terrify-
ing Cultural Revolution, 
during which Chinese 
diplomats were attacked, 
humiliated, and even tor-
tured to death, it made 
sense for them to look 
over their shoulders and 
yell their loyalty to the 
regime as loudly as they 
could. With the rise of Xi 
Jinping and his aggres-
sive campaigns to silence 
and sideline any inde-
pendent power centres, 
Chinese diplomacy has 
returned to this essen-
tial prototype. In doing 
so, diplomats serve their 
own interests and that 
of their lord and master, 
not necessarily those of 
the country. Just as the 
PLA pledges loyalty to 
the Communist Party 
and not to the country, 
the Chinese foreign min-
istry – a “civilian army” 
in Zhou En Lai’s evoca-
tive phrase – exercises 
minimal autonomy and 
always looks to t h e 
general secretary o f 
the party for direction. It 
is just sad to see India’s 
foreign ministry being 
reduced.
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Pak Minister Says Will Impose 170 
Billion In Taxes As IMF Deal Stuck

Islamabad: The Pakistan 
government has received a 
memorandum on the terms 
and conditions from the 
IMF for the completion of 
a USD 7 billion loan pro-
gramme, Finance Minister 
Ishaq Dar said on Friday 
but acknowledged that 
both sides are yet to clinch 
a staff-level agreement 
on the much-needed bail-
out for the cash-strapped 
country. Mr Dar made the 
statement after an IMF del-
egation, which left Pakistan 
on Thursday night after 10 
days of talks with the gov-
ernment, said virtual dis-

cussions would continue on 
the ninth review of the pro-
gramme. The Memorandum 
of Economic and Financial 
Policies (MEFP) is a key 
document that describes 
all the conditions, steps, 
and policy measures on 
the basis of which the two 
sides declare the staff-level 
agreement. Once the draft 
MEFP has been shared, 
the two sides discuss the 
policy measures outlined 
in the document. Once 
these are finalised, a staff-
level agreement is signed, 
which is then forwarded 
to the International Mon-

etary Fund’s (IMF) execu-
tive board for approval. An 
IMF mission led by Nathan 
Porter visited Islamabad 
from January 31 to Febru-
ary 9 to hold discussions 
under the ninth review of 
the authorities’ programme 
supported by the IMF Ex-
tended Fund Facility (EFF) 
arrangement. Pakistan, 
whose foreign exchange 
has dropped below USD 3 
billion, is in desperate need 
of financial assistance and 
a bailout package from the 
IMF to prevent it from eco-
nomic collapse. The suc-
cessful completion of the 
ninth review will bring the 
cash-strapped country USD 
1.2 billion in the form of the 
next tranche. As the visit-
ing delegation left without 
a concluding statement, 
there was some confusion 
about the outcome of the 
talks and whether a draft 
MEFP had been shared. 
Dar, however, insisted in 
Friday’s press conference 
that there was no confusion. 
“We insisted that they (the 
Fund delegation) give us 

the MEFP before leaving so 
we could look at it over the 
weekend,” he said, adding 
that the government and the 
IMF officials would hold a 
virtual meeting in this re-
gard on Monday. “I am con-
firming that the MEFP draft 
has been received by us at 
9 am today (Friday),” he 
added. “We will complete-
ly go through the [MEFP] 
over the weekend and will 
hold a virtual meeting with 
[Fund officials]. It will ob-
viously take a few days.” 
The finance minister ac-
knowledged that reforms in 
certain sectors required by 
the IMF were in Pakistan’s 
interest, criticising the pre-
vious Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf-led government for 
“economic destruction and 
misgovernance”. “It is nec-
essary to fix those things,” 
he said. “These reforms are 
painful but necessary.” Mr 
Dar, vowing to keep mak-
ing efforts to ensure Paki-
stan completed the IMF 
programme, said: “It is a 
standard process which can 
neither be shortened and 

hopefully they won’t ex-
tend it unnecessarily.” The 
finance minister shared that 
the country would receive a 
USD 1.2 billion disburse-
ment in the form of Spe-
cial Drawing Rights after 
the review’s completion. 
SDRs are international re-
serve assets created by the 
IMF in 1969 and are allo-
cated to member states to 
supplement existing official 
reserves. Outlining the pol-
icy measures agreed upon 
between the government 
and the IMF, Mr Dar said 
taxes amounting to170 Bil-
lion Rupees would be im-
posed. He added, however, 
that the government would 
try to ensure that the taxes 
did not directly burden the 
common man. To impose 
the taxes, the government 
would introduce a finance 
bill or ordinance, depending 
on the situation at the time, 
he said. “Secondly, we will 
implement the agreed-upon 
energy reforms through the 
federal cabinet,

“Life Has Become Very 
Tough”: Pakistanis Struggle

Islamabad: As Pakistan 
lurches from one crisis to 
another, citizens are tak-
ing to the streets to pro-
test a duel economic and 
political meltdown with 
little precedent in the na-
tion’s post-independence 
history. For months, the 
world’s fifth most popu-
lous country has edged 
closer to a debt default, 
echoing the cautionary 
tales of other developing 
economies, including Sri 
Lanka and Venezuela. 
Inflation is at a 48-year 
high. Foreign currency 
reserves cover less than 
a month of imports. The 
bill for billions in damage 
from last year’s devastat-
ing floods continues to 
sting, highlighting the fi-
nancial consequences of a 
warming planet. 97h9bg-
co Talks for bailout mon-
ey from the International 
Monetary Fund failed to 
yield a deal this week and 
will continue, providing 
no immediate reprieve. 

However, the amount on 
the table — part of a $6.5 
billion loan program — 
is still far from enough 
to replenish Pakistan’s 
depleted coffers. Fighting 
between Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif’s govern-
ment and Imran Khan, 
the ousted former leader, 
has cleaved the coun-
try. National elections 
expected in the second 
half of 2023 could turn 

messy. And a recent sui-
cide bombing in the city 
of Peshawar killed more 
than 100 people, illus-
trating the risks of Islam-
abad’s continued links 
to the Taliban, who’ve 
tightened their control in 
neighboring Afghanistan. 
To understand the crisis, 
Bloomberg News spoke 
to Pakistanis across the 
country. Here are their 
stories:

Another Classified Document Found At Ex 
US Vice-President Pence’s House

Washington: The FBI 
found an additional clas-
sified document at the 
property of former vice 
president Mike Pence on 
Friday, two weeks after 
the Republican acknowl-
edged having a “small 
number” of govern-
ment files at his home. 
Pence’s spokesman 
Devin O’Malley said in 
a statement to US media 
that agents had turned up 
the material in a “thor-
ough and unrestricted” 
five-hour search of the 
Carmel, Indiana house, 
conducted with Pence’s 
consent. They removed 
“one document with clas-
sified markings and six 
additional without such 
markings that were not 
discovered in the initial 
review by the vice presi-
dent’s counsel,” he add-
ed. The search came after 
Pence, who is weighing a 
run for the presidency in 
2024, reported last month 
that an aide had uncov-
ered classified papers, 
likely taken with other 

material when he left the 
White House in Janu-
ary 2021. That followed 
searches of the homes of 
President Joe Biden and 
former president Donald 
Trump that also turned 
up classified documents. 
Former top US officials 
are obliged to hand over 
all official papers from 
their time in the White 

House to the National 
Archives. A scandal ig-
nited when FBI agents 
raided Trump’s Mar-a-
Lago home in Florida last 
August and found sig-
nificant amounts of clas-
sified documents, after 
Trump maintained there 
weren’t any. That fol-
lowed months of requests 
from the National Ar-

chives for all the materi-
als Trump took with him. 
The former president is 
being probed by an inde-
pendent Justice Depart-
ment prosecutor for ille-
gally taking and retaining 
the classified papers, as 
well as obstruction for 
hindering the investiga-
tion. After Trump’s case 
erupted, classified papers 

were then discovered in 
a Washington office that 
Biden used before he 
became president. That 
led to FBI searches per-
mitted by Biden in his 
Wilmington, Delaware 
home, where more docu-
ments were found, and 
his vacation home in Re-
hoboth Beach, Delaware, 
where none were found. 
“The vice president has 
directed his legal team 
to continue its coopera-
tion with appropriate au-
thorities and to be fully 
transparent through the 
conclusion of this mat-
ter,” added O’Malley in 
the statement quoted by 
multiple US media out-
lets. O’Malley didn’t re-
spond to AFP’s request 
for comment. The latest 
find capped two days of 
unwelcome headlines for 
Pence, who was report-
edly subpoenaed Thurs-
day in a separate federal 
probe into Trump’s effort 
to overturn the 2020 elec-
tion and his role in the 
2021.

Pope Francis Faces “Civil War” In Vatican 
After Predecessor Benedict Dies

Pakistan has announced 
that it will be buying 
cheap Russian oil to 
cushion the current en-
ergy crisis that emanated 
due to the balance of pay-
ment crisis. Pakistan has 
also been unable to pro-
cure oil after the banks 
refused to settle letters of 
credit (LCs) for the im-
port of crude and petro-
leum products. The coun-
try’s foreign exchange 
reserves have lately de-
pleted to about $4.6 bil-
lion, barely enough to 
cover three weeks of im-
ports — mostly for oil. 
Russian Energy Minister 
Nikolay Shulginov, who 
is in Islamabad for the an-
nual inter-governmental 

commission on trade and 
economy, said that they 
are in the final stages of 
the agreement and added 
that the oil exports will 
begin by end of March. 
He further announced 
that the payments will be 
made in the “currencies 
of friendly countries,” 
without elaborating on 
which currency would be 
used. “We have already 
decided to draft an agree-
ment to sort out all the 
issues that we have with 
regard to transportation, 
insurance, payments and 
volumes. These issues 
are in the final stage of 
the agreement,” Shulgi-
nov said in a statement

 on Saturday. “We have al-
ready established a time-
line of this agreement by 
the end of March,” the 
Russian minister added. 
The development comes 
at a time when the Group 
of 7 (G7) countries are 
reviewing the price cap 
on exports of Russian oil. 
They are scheduled to 
meet in March. Earlier in 
December, the Pakistani 
government announced 
that Russia had agreed 
to export oil to the ener-
gy-starved country at a 
reduced price. In an in-
terview to Geo News TV 
later in the day, Pakistani 
junior oil minister Musa-
dik Malik said that the 
country is looking to 35 
per cent of its total crude 
oil requirement. “If we 
have dollars in excess, 
then we are ready to do 
the trade in dollars, and if 
there is a shortage of dol-
lars and we have some 
other currency in our re-
serves, we are ready to 
trade in that.” “All these 
things will be finalised in 
the next 60 days,.

Toronto’s mayor John Terry resigns over 
affair with much younger staffer

Biden To Visit NATO Ally Poland On 
Anniversary Of Ukraine Invasion

Washington: President 
Joe Biden will mark this 
month’s anniversary of 
the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine with a visit to 
NATO ally Poland, the 
White House said Friday. 
Biden will travel Febru-
ary 20-22, meeting with 
Polish President Andrzej 
Duda and also members 
of the Bucharest Nine, 
a group of NATO mem-
bers in eastern Europe, 
said Press Secretary Kar-
ine Jean-Pierre. He will 
“discuss our bilateral co-
operation as well as our 

collective efforts to sup-
port Ukraine and bolster 
NATO’s deterrence,” she 
said. Biden will give a 
speech to mark the Feb-
ruary 24 “one-year anni-
versary of Russia’s brutal 
and unprovoked invasion 
of Ukraine, addressing 
how the United States 
has rallied the world 
to support the people 
of Ukraine as they de-
fend their freedom and 
democracy,” she said. 
Biden’s trip will coincide 
with a state of the nation 
address in Moscow by 

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin on February 
21. Poland is the main 
hub for refugees and the 
funneling in of Western 
military aid, much of it 
coming from the United 
States. However, Biden 
is considered unlikely 
to visit neighboring 
Ukraine, due to security 
concerns. Numerous Eu-
ropean leaders have vis-
ited the Ukrainian capital 
Kyiv. Biden’s wife, First 
Lady Jill Biden, made 
a surprise visit in May 
2022 to western Ukraine.

Toronto’s mayor John 
Tory resigned in a sud-
den move on Friday 
(February 10), after local 
media reported that he 
had an affair with a much 
younger staff member. 
According to a report 
by the Toronto Star, the 
31-year-old woman staff 
member has not been 
identified. Tory, who is 

68 years old, acknowl-
edged the affair and said 
it had ended earlier this 
year and the woman left 
city hall. “During the 
pandemic, I developed a 
relationship with an em-
ployee in my office in a 
way that did not meet the 
standards to which I hold 
myself as mayor and as 
a family man,” Tory told 

reporters on Friday night, 
CTV News reported. 
Tory said the relationship 
ended by mutual consent. 
“During the course of our 
relationship some time 
ago, the employee decid-
ed to pursue employment 
outside City Hall and se-
cured a job elsewhere,” 
he added. “I recognise 
that permitting this rela-

tionship to develop was 
a serious error in judg-
ment on my part. It came 
at a time when Barb, my 
wife of 40-plus years, 
and I were injuring many 
lengthy periods apart, 
while I carried out my re-
sponsibilities during the 
pandemic,” Tory further 
told reporters and apolo-
gised to his wife and 

family. With the resig-
nation from the mayor’s 
post, Tory said on Friday 
that in the coming days, 
he would be working 
with the city manager, 
city clerk, and the deputy 
mayor, Jennifer McKel-
vie to ensure an orderly 
transition to a new ad-
ministration. “While I 
deeply regret having to 
step away from a job 
that I love, in a city that I 
love even more, I believe 
in my heart, it is best to 
fully commit myself to 
the work that is required 
to repair these most im-
portant relationships 
as well,” he said, CTV 
News reported. Tory also 
thanked Toronto’s resi-
dents for trusting him as 
the mayor since 2014. 
However, the 68-year-old 
did not reveal when his 
last day in office would 
be.Prigozhin, a business-
man close.
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Infinix Zero 5G 2023 series to go on sale in 
India today: Check price, specs, offers

Infinix launched the Infi-
nix Zero 5G 2023 series 
smartphones in India 
earlier this month. Now, 
almost a week after its 
launch, the Infinix Zero 
5G 2023 series is about to 
go on its first sale in the 
country. The series in-
cludes two phones — In-
finix Zero 5G 2023 Turbo 
that comes with 256GB 
of storage space and the 
Infinix Zero 5G 2023 that 
comes with 8GB of stor-
age space. Both these 
devices will be available 
for purchase in India via 
Flipkart starting 12PM 

today. Also Read - Win-
dows 10 hacks: How to 
reset your PC to factory 
settings Ahead of the first 
sale of the Infinix Zero 
5G 2023 series, take a 
look at its pricing and 
offers. Also Read - Epic 
Games launches Post-
party app for sharing 
Fortnite game clips Infi-
nix Zero 5G 2023 series 
price and offers The Infi-
nix Zero 5G 2023 Turbo 
that comes with 8GB of 
RAM and 256GB of stor-
age costs Rs 19,999. On 
the other hand, the Infinix 
Zero 5G 2023 that comes 

with 8GB of RAM and 
128GB of storage costs 
Rs 17,999. Both these 
variants come in Coral 
Orange, Pearly White, 
and Submariner Black 
colour variants. Also 
Read - iPhone 15 is get-
ting USB Type-C port, 
but you may strictly need 
an MFI certified cable 
As a part of the launch 
offers, the company is 
offering Rs 1,500 on the 
exchange offer. In addi-
tion to this, the company 
is also offering a 10 per-
cent discount of up to Rs 
1,000 on American Ex-
press, Bank of Baroda, 
and IDFC FIRST Bank 
Credit Card EMI Trans-
actions. Additionally, 
users can avail a no-cost 
EMI worth Rs 3,334 per 
month. Infinix Zero 5G 
2023 series specifications 
Coming to the specifica-
tions, the Infinix Zero 
5G 2023 series comes 
with a 6.78-inch FHD+ 
display with a resolution 
of 1080 x 2460 pixels, 
a 120Hz screen refresh 
rate and a 360Hz touch 

sampling rate. While the 
Infinix Zero 5G 2023 
Turbo is powered by the 
MediaTek Dimensity 
1080 chipset, the Zero 
5G 2023 comes with 
Dimensity 920 chipset. 
Both these smartphones 
sport 8GB of LPDDR4X 
RAM and UFS 2.2 stor-
age. Both these devices 
run the company’s XOS-
skin based on Android 12 
Coming to the cameras, 
the Infinix Zero 5G 2023 
series smartphones come 
with a triple rear cam-
era setup consisting of a 
50MP primary sensor and 
two 2MP sensors. For 
selfies, the series packs a 
16MP front-facing cam-
era with a dual front flash. 
For connectivity the In-
finix Zero 5G 2023 se-
ries includes Wi-Fi, 5G, 
Bluetooth, GPS, a 3.5mm 
headphone jack, and a 
USB Type-C port. Both 
the phones in the Infinix 
Zero 5G 2023 series are 
backed by a 5,000mAh 
battery with support for 
33W fast charging tech-
nology.

Valentine’s Day offers: Nothing Phone (1), 
Ear (stick) available on huge discount

During the online Val-
entine’s week, several 
tech brands and e-com-
merce platforms are giv-
ing massive discounts. 
On the occasion of Val-
entine’s Day, Nothing 
Phone (1) and Nothing 
Ear (stick) are available 
at discounts and offers 
on Flipkart and the offi-
cial Nothing website as 
well. Also Read - Valen-
tine’s Day deal: Flipkart 
is offering free movie 
tickets with orders Noth-
ing has announced that it 
will offer an Ear (stick) 
free with every purchase 
of Nothing Phone (1) 
from Nothing’s website. 
Also Read - Valentines 
Day gift guide: Top tech 
gadgets under Rs 10,000 
to buy for your partner 
Nothing Phone (1), Ear 
(stick) deals On Flip-
kart, Nothing Phone (1) 
is available at a start-
ing price of Rs 26,999, 
down from Rs 31,999. In 
addition to this, buyers 
can also get a 10 percent 
discount on IDFC First 
Bank, Bank of Baroda, 
and American Express 

credit cards. These of-
fers are available on all 
three storage variants. 
The 8GB RAM+256GB 
and 12GB RAM+256GB 
storage variants are 
currently selling at Rs 
27,999 and Rs 35,999 
respectively. This offer 
is valid till February 13. 
The highlights of Noth-
ing Phone (1) include its 
transparent design with 
LED lights, Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 778G+ pro-

cessor, a 50MP dual rear 
camera setup and a 4,800 
mAh battery. Nothing 
Ear (Stick), on the other 
hand, was launched at Rs 
8,499 and is selling at Rs 
6,999. On Flipkart, buy-
ers can even get up to 
Rs 2,000 off on Ameri-
can Express and Bank 
of Baroda credit cards. 
They will get an instant 
discount of Rs 10 per-
cent of up to Rs 1,500 
on Yes Bank credit card 

transactions. The earbuds 
are available at this dis-
counted price on Myntra 
and Flipkart till February 
13. Launched in Septem-
ber last year, Nothing 
Ear (stick) comes with a 
12.6 mm custom driver, 
Bass Lock technology to 
prevent bass loss and im-
proved Clear Voice Tech-
nology for clear calls. As 
for the battery, it comes 
with 29 hours of battery 
life.

WhatsApp might soon roll out 
‘Report status update’ feature

Meta-owned messag-
ing platform WhatsApp 
is reportedly working 
on a new ‘Report sta-
tus update’ feature on 
Android beta. The new 
feature will allow users 
to report status updates 
that might violate the 
platform’s Terms of Ser-
vice, in addition to the 
already available feature 
to report messages, re-
ports WABetaInfo. Also 
Read - WhatsApp: How 
to use the proxy feature 
to access it WhatsApp 
might introduce a new 
‘Report Status Update’ 
feature: How it will work 
A report button will be 
available within the sta-
tus options. The report 
also shows a screenshot 
of the same. Also Read 
- WhatsApp announces 
new proxy support fea-
ture to allow users to ac-
cess it even during inter-
net shutdowns whatsapp, 

whatsapp status Image: 
WABetaInfo If users re-
port a status update, that 
content will be sent to 
the moderation team for 
review to check if it vio-
lates the platform’s Terms 
of Service. Also Read - 
WhatsApp removes NY 
live stream, after minister 
Rajeev Chandrasekhar 
objects However, this 
feature does not compro-

mise end-to-end encryp-
tion. Nobody, not even 
WhatsApp, Meta and any 
proxy provider, can see 
the content of users’ mes-
sages and listen to their 
private calls, but it is im-
portant for the company 
to bring a report option to 
keep the platform and us-
ers safe, the report said. 
As per the report, “The 
introduction of this fea-

Sony NW-A306 Walkman Digital Audio Player With  
Hi-Res Wireless Audio, Up to 36 Hours Battery Life

Sony NW-A306 Walk-
man digital audio player 
has been launched in In-
dia, priced at Rs. 25,990. 
The new premium digi-
tal audio player from 
Sony sports a 3.6-inch 
HD (1280x720-pixel) 
TFT colour display, and 
has a 3.5mm stereo au-
dio socket for wired 
connectivity with head-
phones and earphones. 
The audio player also 
features Bluetooth and 
Wi-Fi connectivity, with 
support for Bluetooth 5 
and the LDAC advanced 
Bluetooth codec, which 
is compatible with many 
wireless headphones and 
earphones. The digi-
tal audio player is also 
equipped with features 
such as Edge-AI (Artifi-
cial Intelligence), DSEE 
Ultimate (Digital Sound 
Enhancement Engine), 
and 360 Reality Audio, 
and runs on the Android 

12 operating system. 
Sony NW-A306 Walk-
man price in India, avail-
ability The Sony NW-
A306 Walkman is priced 
at Rs. 25,990 in India, 
and is available in a sin-
gle variant with 32GB 
internal storage. The 
company has announced 
that the player will be 
available to buy on 
Headphone Zone, as well 
as Sony Center stores, 
major electronic stores, 

and e-commerce portals 
across the country. Sony 
NW-A306 Walkman 
specifications The newly 
launched Sony NW-
A306 Walkman digital 
audio player sports a 3.6-
inch HD (1280x720-pix-
el) TFT colour display 
and a customisable home 
screen and primary wired 
connectivity through a 
3.5mm stereo audio sock-
et for wide compatibility 
with wired headphones 

and earphones. It features 
Edge-AI, updated Digi-
tal Sound Enhancement 
Engine Ultimate, MQA 
certification, Bluetooth 
5 with LDAC codec sup-
port, 360 Reality Audio, 
and more. Apart from the 
LDAC Bluetooth codec, 
Qualcomm aptX HD, 
Qualcomm aptX, AAC 
and SBC Bluetooth co-
decs are also supported. 
The Sony NW-A306 runs 
on Android 12, and also 
has Wi-Fi connectivity. 
Nothing Phone 1, Ear 
Stick Get Big Valentine’s 
Day Discounts: See Pric-
es The Sony NW-A306 
Walkman is claimed 
to offer a battery life 
of up to 36 hours with 
128kbps MP3 files, up 
to 32 hours with FLAC 
Hi-Res Audio playback, 
and up to 26 hours when 
apps to stream music di-
rectly on the device. The 
NW-A306 has a USB 

Type-C port for charging 
and data transfers. The 
storage capacity on the 
device is 32GB of inte-
grated memory, which 
can be expanded using a 
microSD card. Addition-
ally, the Sony NW-A306 
Walkman features a DSD 
Remastering Engine that 
resamples PCM audio 
into 11.2MHz Direct 
Stream Digital. The S-
Master HX digital amp 
technology on the new 
audio device is com-
patible with its native 
DSD format and is said 
to reduce distortion and 
noise. File format sup-
port on the Sony NW-
A306 Walkman includes 
the most popular formats 
up to 32-bit/ 384kHz, in-
cluding FLAC, Wav, Ap-
ple Lossless, DSD, AIFF, 
and APE. MQA (Master 
Quality Authenticated) 
format tracks. are also 
supported on the digital 

Android 13-based MIUI 14 update could be 
coming to Poco F4 and Xiaomi 12 Pro soon

Xiaomi has been a slouch 
when it comes to offering 
Android 13 updates to its 
devices. The brand’s re-
cent release in the coun-
try, the Redmi Note 12 
series, despite being new, 
runs on Android 12-based 
MIUI 13. Also Read - 
GTA Trilogy Definitive 
Edition now available on 
Steam, Rockstar Publish-
er sale However, Xiao-
miui has found two new 
MIUI 14 builds for two 
of the flagship phones, 
which hints that the An-
droid 13-based MIUI’s 
release for eligible de-

vices isn’t far away. 
Also Read - Jio’s True 
5G network will not be 
available on these Xiao-
mi smartphones: Report 
Xiaomi 12 Pro, Poco F4 
may get MIUI 14 soon 
There are two build num-
bers spotted online that 
hint Android 13-based 
MIUI 14 release is right 
around the corner. As per 
Xiaomiui, the Poco F4 
and Xiaomi 13 will be 
the first devices to get the 
Android 13-based MIUI 
14 update in India. 
Also Read - Netflix an-
nounces new movies ar-

riving in 2023: Extrac-
tion 2, Heart of Stone, 
Murder Mystery 2 and 
more The internal builds 
for the phones are, re-
spectively. Although not 
confirmed by Xiaomi, 
both devices are said to 
receive the update some 
time next month. This 
release could be limited 
to the Indian models for 
now, but global devices 
should get the update lat-
er. MIUI 14 brings sev-
eral improvements and 
since the update will be 
based on Android 13, ex-
pect a few new features 
added to your device. 
The Xiaomi 12 Pro and 
Poco F4 are the com-
pany’s flagship models. 
The Xiaomi 12 Pro was 
launched. in the country 
early last year. It sports 
a 6.73-inch punch-hole 
AMOLED display with 
120Hz refresh rate sup-
port. It is powered by the 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 8 
Gen 1 chipset paired with 
up to 12GB of RAM and 
256GB.

iQoo Neo 7 5G Design, Colours, Specifications 
Revealed Ahead of India Launch

iQoo Neo 7 5G India 
launch is set to take place 
in India next month, and 
the company has revealed 
the design of the iQoo 
Neo 7 Indian variant and 
the colour options that it 
will be available in, along 
with certain specifica-
tions. Based on the de-
tails shared by the com-
pany, the phone looks 
like it will be a rebranded 
version of the iQoo Neo 7 
SE that launched in Chi-
na in December last year. 
The Indian variant of the 
Neo 7 5G is claimed to be 
a high-performance de-
vice, especially for gam-
ers.. The Vivo sub-brand, 
confirmed that the Indian 
variant of the iQoo Neo 
7 5G will be powered by 
a MediaTek Dimensity 
8200 SoC, becoming the 
first handset in the coun-
try to feature the chipset. 
The model will hit the 
market with two colour 
options: Black and Blue. 
It will launch in India on 

February 16 but iQoo is 
yet to confirm the price 
of the model. The In-
dian variant of the iQoo 
Neo 7 5G will also sup-
port 120W flash charg-
ing and come equipped 
with “full coverage 3D 
Cooling System, ultra-
game mode.,” for Gen-Z 
consumers, according to 
the company, which also 

claims the phone has an 
AnTuTu score of 890K+. 
iQoo 11 5G Review: Pro 
Performance, Premium 
Price The iQoo Neo 7 
5G Indian variant is con-
firmed to sport a 6.78-
inch 120Hz E5 AMO-
LED display and sports a 
triple rear camera setup. 
The front selfie camera 
is housed within a hole-

punch cutout. The design 
options and the confirmed 
specifications point to-
wards the iQoo Neo 7 5G 
being a rebranded iQoo 
Neo 7 SE. iQoo Neo 7 5G 
With 120W FlashCharge, 
3D Cooling Spotted on 
Geekbench: Report The 
iQoo Neo 7 SE launched 
in China in December. 
The model is also pow-

ered by a MediaTek Di-
mensity 8200 SoC, has a 
6.78-inch AMOLED dis-
play with 120Hz refresh 
rate, and supports 120W 
flash charging. The mod-
el also sports a triple-
camera setup on the back, 
with a 64-megapixel 
main camera with OIS, a 
2-megapixel macro sen-
sor, and a 2-megapixel 
depth sensor. In the front, 
there is a 16-megapixel 
hole-punch camera for 
selfies and video calls. Is 
2023 the year when you 
should finally buy a fold-
able phone? We discuss 
this and more on Orbital, 
the Gadgets 360 pod-
cast. Orbital is available 
on Spotify, Gaana, Jio-
Saavn, Google Podcasts, 
Apple Podcasts, Amazon 
Music and wherever you 
get your podcasts. Af-
filiate links may be auto-
matically generated - see 
our ethics statement for 
details.
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If India is a Bright Spot for World, UP is 
Driving Growth of Country: PM Modi

New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Friday asserted that if 
India is a bright spot for 
the world, then it is Ut-
tar Pradesh that is driv-
ing the country’s growth. 
“Today UP has become a 
hope. If India is a bright 
spot for the world, then 
it is UP, which is driv-
ing its growth of India. 
“Within 5-6 years, UP 
has established a new 
identity for itself. Now, 
UP is being identified by 
good governance. Now, 
UP is being identified 
by better law and order, 
peace, and stability. Now, 
wealth creators here will 
get new opportunities,” 
Modi said after inaugu-
rating the “Uttar Pradesh 
Global Investors Sum-

mit, 2023”. (Also Read: 
GST Council to Meet 
on February 18; Online 
Gaming, Appellate Tri-
bunal, GoM Report Top 
Agenda) by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like ₹2000 Investment 
can mean 2nd income 
for Indians. Hoxton 
Capital Born between 
1970 - 1990? Check eli-
gibility for ₹1 Cr term 
plan** Term Plan Insur-
ance The Prime Minister, 
who is MP from Vara-
nasi, said Uttar Pradesh, 
which was earlier known 
as a ‘BIMARU’ state, is 
today known for good 
governance. BIMARU 
is a term used earlier to 
refer to states that have 
poor economic condi-
tions. (Also Read: Bad 

News for Loan Borrow-
ers! PNB, BoB Raise 
Lending Rates by up to 
25 bps) The acronym 
BIMARU comprises the 
first letters of four states 
- Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, and Uttar 
Pradesh. Modi also men-
tioned the benefits of mil-
let, which is also known 
as ‘mota anaj’ and has 
emerged as a superfood 
today. He said, millets, 
“which we now call ‘Shri 

Anna’, have very high 
nutritional value. Our ef-
fort is that India’s ‘Shri 
Anna’ addresses global 
nutrition security”. The 
Prime Minister said, “To-
day, the aspirations of the 
society of India are giv-
ing a push to the govern-
ments. And, these aspi-
rations are also bringing 
speed to the developmen-
tal works”. “Today, India 
is carrying out reforms 
not out of compulsion, 

but out of conviction,” he 
said. The Uttar Pradesh 
Global Investors Summit 
2023 is being held from 
February 10-12. It is the 
flagship investment sum-
mit of the Uttar Pradesh 
government. The sum-
mit will bring together 
policymakers, industry 
leaders, academia, think 
tanks and leaders from 
across the world to ex-
plore business opportu-
nities and forge partner-
ships. Union Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
and Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath also spoke 
on the occasion. Earlier, 
Mukesh Ambani, Kumar 
Mangalam Birla and N 
Chandrasekaran also ad-
dressed the event.

Over 50,000 employees laid off by 
153 companies globally in 2023

New Delhi: If 2022 was 
considered a bad year for 
workers as seen huge lay 
offs by big tech companies, 
2023 isn’t going much good 
so far. The first 20 days of 
January have seen over 
50,000 employees being 
laid off by 153 companies, 
according to the tracker lay-
offs.fyi, the website which 
has been tracking all lay offs 
by the companies around 
the world since the incep-
tion of Covid-19.Tech giant 
Google has become the new 
participant to join the league 
as Alphabet CEO Sundar 
Pichai has announced to lay 
off 12,000 employees glob-
ally amid toughest days. 
In the email sent to the af-
fected employees in the US 
and other countries, Sundar 
Pichai informed about tak-
ing the full responsibility 
for the decisions to lead the 

company at this state and 
deeply sorry about that.This 
will mean saying goodbye 
to some incredibly talented 
people we worked hard to 
hire and have loved work-
ing with. I’m deeply sorry 
for that. The fact that these 
changes will impact the 
lives of Googlers weighs 
heavily on me, and I take 
full responsibility for the 
decisions that led us here. 
Over the past two years 
we’ve seen periods of dra-

matic growth. To match and 
fuel that growth, we hired 
for a different economic re-
ality than the one we face to-
day,” Sundar Pichai said in 
the email. Swiggy also lays 
off 380 employees Swiggy 
also announced to lay off its 
380 employees amid the re-
structuring process includ-
ing the closure of its Meat 
marketplace. Calling it an 
extremely difficult decision 
taken.after exploring.

Industrial Output Falls To 
4.3% In December

New Delhi: India’s in-
dustrial production 
growth slipped to 4.3 per 
cent in December from 
7.3 per cent in Novem-
ber 2022, mainly due to 
subdued performance of 
the manufacturing sec-
tor, according to official 
data released on Friday. 
However, there was im-
provement on an annual 
basis as the factory out-
put growth measured in 
terms of the Index of In-
dustrial Production (IIP) 
stood at 1 per cent in 
December 2021. As per 
the IIP data released by 
the National Statistical 
Office (NSO), the manu-
facturing sector’s output 
grew by 2.6 per cent in 
December 2022 from 
0.6 per cent a year ago. 
The growth stood at 6.4 
per cent in the preced-
ing month of November 
2022. Mining output rose 
by 9.8 per cent during 
the month under review, 

from 2.6 per cent in De-
cember 2021. Power 
generation increased by 
10.4 per cent in Decem-
ber 2022 compared to 2.8 
per cent in the year-ago 
month. As per use-based 
classification, the capital 
goods segment recorded 
a growth of 7.6 per cent 
in December against a de-
cline of 3 per cent in the 
corresponding month of 
the last fiscal. Consumer 
durables output declined 
by 10.4 per cent com-
pared to a contraction of 
1.9 per cent a year ago. 
ALSO READ Stock In-
dices Fall In Early Trade 
On Negative Cues From 
Global Markets Stock In-
dices Fall In Early Trade 
On Negative Cues From 
Global Markets Rupee 
Trades 12 Paise Lower 
At 82.66 Against US 
Dollar Rupee Trades 12 
Paise Lower At 82.66 
Against US Dollar Ad-
dress Consumer Com-

plaints: Centre To Insur-
ance Firms, Regulator 
Address Consumer Com-
plaints: Centre To Insur-
ance Firms, Regulator 
Consumer non-durable 
goods output expanded 
by 7.2 per cent, as against 
a growth of 0.3 per cent 
earlier. Infrastructure/
construction goods too 
posted a growth of 8.2 
per cent as against 2 per 
cent in the same month 
of 2021. The data also 
showed that the output 
of primary goods logged 
8.3 per cent growth in the 
month as against 2.8 per 
cent in the same period a 
year ago. The intermedi-
ate goods output growth 
declined to 0.3 per cent 
from 1 per cent earlier. 
In the nine months of the 
fiscal (April-December), 
the growth in IIP works 
out to be 5.4 per cent, 
down from 15.3 per cent 
in the year-ago period.

BUMPER RETURN! Pay Single Premium 
in This LIC Scheme, Get Millions

New Delhi: It’s always 
a good idea to invest for 
the future, and Indian cit-
izens have a wide range 
of investment options to 
choose from. Investing 
in insurance is one of the 
risk-free ways to secure 
one’s future and the fu-
ture of one’s family. In-
dians love having insur-
ance from LIC, and there 
are many different LIC 
policies to pick from. 
Therefore, if you want to 
invest without any ten-
sion or risk, this LIC plan 
will be the best for you. 
In this LIC Dhan Varsha 
866 Plan, you can pay 
a single premium of Rs 
10 lakh and get millions. 
(Also Read: WHOP-
PING RETURN! Invest 
Rs 71 per day in LIC, get 
Rs 48.5 lakh on maturity; 
check return calculator, 
other details) Death Ben-
efit: The death benefit 
payable, on the death of 
the life assured during 
the policy term after the 
date of commencement 
of risk but before the 
date of maturity, shall be 
“Sum Assured on Death” 
along with accrued Guar-
anteed Additions. “Sum 
Assured on Death” shall 
depend on the option 
chosen by the policy-
holder as under:  (Also 
Read: LIC Plan: Invest-
ment of Rs 1800 Per 
Month Yields Rs 8 Lakhs 
Returns- Check Matu-

rity, Premium Calcula-
tor Here) Option 1: 1.25 
times of Tabular Pre-
mium for the chosen Ba-
sic Sum Assured Option 
2: 10 times of Tabular 
Premium for the chosen 
Basic Sum Assured Cal-
culation on 1st and 2nd 
option Selecting 1st Op-
tion means the customer 
will get Sum Assured 
at 1.25 times the premi-
um deposited. It means 
someone has paid 10 lakh 
single premium and there 

is an untoward event of 
death, then the nominee 
will get 12.5 lakhs along 
with the guaranteed ad-
dition bonus. Selecting 
2nd Option means that 
the customer will get 10 
times the risk cover of the 
premium deposited. In 
the event of an untoward 
death, if for example the 
customer has madde Rs 
10 lakh single premium, 
his nominee will get Rs 
1 crore with guaranteed 
bonus. Return Calculator 

on 1st and 2nd option If 
a person at the age of 30 
in option 1 paid one time 
premium of Rs 8,86,750 
(Inclusive of addition-
al GST Rs 9,26,654), 
the sum Assured is Rs 
11,08,750. Now if he 
choses term policy as 15 
years then he will get Rs 
21,25,000 on maturity. In 
the case of an unfortunate 
death on first year, nomi-
nee will get Rs 11,83,438 
and if death is on 15th 
year, nominee will get Rs 

22,33,438. If you choose 
the second option, and in-
vest Rs 8,34,642 then the 
Basic Sum Assured will 
be Rs 10,00,000 and the 
Sum Assured on Death 
will be Rs 79,87,000. 
Eligibility Conditions 
and Other Restrictions: 
i. Minimum Age at En-
try 3 years (completed) 
for policy term 15 years 
8 years (completed) for 
policy term 10 years ii. 
Maximum Age at En-
try Option 1: 60 years 
(nearer birthday) Option 
2: 40 years (nearer birth-
day) for policy term 10 
years 35 years (nearer 
birthday) for policy term 
15 years iii.Minimum 
Age at Maturity 18 years 
(completed) by Taboola-
Sponsored LinksYou 
May Like Get Certified 
from IIT Madras CCE 
& Intellipaat Intellipaat 
Born between 1970 - 
1990? Check eligibility 
for ₹1 Cr term plan** 
Term Plan Insurance iv. 
Maximum Age at Matu-
rity Option 1: 75 years 
(nearer birthday) Option 
2: 50 years (nearer birth-
day) v. Policy Term 10 
& 15 years vi. Mode of 
Premium payment Single 
premium vii. Minimum 
Basic Sum Assured: Rs 
1,25,000 viii. Maximum 
Basic Sum Assured No 
Limit

Will Leave Higher Disposable Income In Hands Of 
People: Finance Minister On New Tax Regime

Hindustan Unilever shares fall nearly    
4 pc; mcap tanks Rs 23,941.91 cr

New Delhi: Shares of 
Hindustan Unilever Ltd 
ended nearly 4 per cent 
lower on Friday as inves-
tors preferred to desert 
the counter amid con-
cerns over increase in 
royalty and central ser-
vices arrangement fee to 
its parent Unilever group. 
The stock went lower by 
3.84 per cent to settle at 
Rs 2,548.35 apiece on 
the BSE. During the day, 
it fell 4.28 per cent to Rs 
2,536.65. On the NSE, it 
declined 3.76 per cent to 
end at Rs 2,550 per share. 
The stock was the big-
gest laggard among the 
Sensex and Nifty pack. 
The company’s market 
valuation also eroded by 
Rs 23,941.91 crore to 
Rs 5,98,758.09 crore on 
the BSE. The 30-share 
BSE Sensex fell 236.66 

points or 0.39 per cent 
to end at 60,621.77. On 
Thursday, FMCG major 
Hindustan Unilever Ltd 
(HUL) reported a 7.9 per 
cent increase in its con-
solidated net profit at Rs 
2,481 crore for the third 
quarter ended December 
31, 2022. The company, 
which had posted a net 
profit of Rs 2,300 crore 
in the October-December 
quarter of the previous 
fiscal, said its board has 
approved a new royalty 
and central services ar-

rangement with Unilever 
Group that will see an in-
crease in the fees.
 for the same to 3.45 per 
cent of turnover from 
2.65 per cent in FY22. 
HUL on Thursday said its 
board has approved an in-
crease in royalty and cen-
tral services arrangement 
fee to its parent Unilever 
group for getting tech-
nology, trademark licens-
es and services. “HUL’s 
December quarter report 
was broadly on expected 
lines but the Street.

New Delhi: Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
on Friday said the new tax 
regime, which offers a re-
bate on annual income of 
up to ₹ 7 lakh, will leave 
higher disposable income 
in the hands of people. 
Replying to the discus-
sion on Union Budget for 
2023-24 in the Lok Sab-
ha, Nirmala Sitharaman 
said the Budget astutely 
balances the requirement 
of development impera-
tives within the limits of 
fiscal prudence. She said 
the Budget focuses on 
the middle class, employ-
ment generation, MSME, 
agri sector, rural popu-
lation, health and green 
growth. Nirmala Sith-
araman said the new tax 
regime announced in the 

Budget is “very attrac-
tive” as the tax exemp-
tion limit has been hiked 
to ₹ 3 lakh, from ₹ 2.5 
lakh earlier. Besides, a 
standard deduction of ₹ 
50,000 too has been al-
lowed under the scheme. 
This new tax regime will 
benefit the majority of 
middle-class taxpayers, 
she said, adding that the 
rebate has been provid-
ed on an income of up 
to ₹ 7 lakh. “Since the 
enhanced rebate limit is 
unconditional, it leaves 
higher disposable income 
in the hands of people,” 
Sitharaman said. Under 
the revamped conces-
sional tax regime, which 
will be effective from the 
next fiscal, no tax would 
be levied for income up 

to ₹ 3 lakh. Income be-
tween ₹ 3-6 lakh would 
be taxed at 5 per cent; ₹ 
6-9 lakh at 10 per cent, ₹ 
9-12 lakh at 15 per cent, 
₹ 12-15 lakh at 20 per 
cent and income of ₹ 
15 lakh and above will 
be taxed at 30 per cent. 
New Tax Regime Will 
Leave Higher Disposable 
Income: Nirmala Sith-

araman New Tax Regime 
Will Leave Higher Dis-
posable Income: Nirmala 
Sitharaman “Rinse Your 
Mouth With Dettol”: N 
Sitharaman Jabs Con-
gress Over Corruption 
“Rinse Your Mouth With 
Dettol”: N Sitharaman 
Jabs Congress Over Cor-
ruption P Chidambaram’s 
Swipe At Budget 2023, 

“7% Economic Growth 
Not Possible” P Chidam-
baram’s Swipe At Bud-
get 2023, “7% Economic 
Growth Not Possible”.
However, no tax would 
be levied on annual in-
come of up to ₹ 7 lakh. 
Responding to RSP 
member NK Premach-
andran’s remark that the 
new tax regime will not 
be beneficial for a person 
earning ₹ 9 lakh annu-
ally and having an in-
vestment of ₹ 4.5 lakh in 
tax savings instruments, 
Nirmala Sitharaman said 
for a person saving ₹ 4.5 
lakh will be an “effort-
ridden exercise”. “For a 
person earning ₹ 9 lakh, 
it’s not always possible to 
have ₹ 4.5 lakh as saving 
and then.
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We will be innocent...’: Man City boss Pep 
Guardiola responds for the first time

Manchester City man-
ager Pep Guardiola has 
responded for the first 
time since cheating al-
legations were levelled 
over the club for breach-
ing finance rules. Guar-
diola said he believed 
that the club will come 
out innocent and that he 
was not planning to step 
down from his position 
anytime soon. “I’m fully 
convinced that we will be 
innocent, and then what 
will happen next? I’m 
delighted with the team. 
I know how they are 
training lately. Normally 

we didn’t give up, in the 
previous seasons, in the 
toughest moments, we 
had the feeling that we 
are going to do it.” “Now 
I don’t want to move on. 
Not because the people 
say, ‘They lied to you 
Pep’. They did not lie to 
me,” Guardiola said in a 
press conference ahead 
of his side’s game against 
Aston Villa on Sunday. 
The Spanish manager 
cited the example of the 
previous UEFA ruling 
when Man City went to 
the Court of Arbitration 
of Sports and managed 

to overturn the charges. 
“Look what happened 
with UEFA, we did not 
do anything wrong. Now 
is the same case. Why 
should I not trust my 
people?” “What’s going 
to happen, I don’t know. 
In the other side, per-
sonally, I’m happy that 
we are here because like 
UEFA happened we have 
the chance to defend our 
position. We have good 
lawyers but we cannot 
say UEFA had bad law-
yers and the Premier 
League, supported by 19 
teams, are going to take 
good lawyers.” WATCH 
| Man City charged by 
Premier League for nu-
merous alleged breaches 
of financial rules × Of the 
100-odd charges levelled 
against City, more than 
half relate to providing 
falsified financial infor-
mation to the auditors 
for nearly a decade. The 
investigation pertains till 
the 2017-2018 season. 

“City are alleged to have 
breached rules relating 
to the provision of ac-
curate financial informa-
tion. The members of the 
Commission will be ap-
pointed by the indepen-
dent Chair of the Premier 
League Judicial Panel,” 
the Premier League said 
in a statement. “The pro-
ceedings before the Com-
mission will be confiden-
tial and heard in private. 
The Premier League will 
be making no further 
comment in respect of 
this matter until further 
notice.” Read more: 
Second-ranked Man City 
referred to independent 
commission for alleged 
breaches of PL finance 
rules According to re-
ports, if Manchester City 
are found guilty of the 
charges, their League 
titles could be stripped 
away. Other penalties 
include demotion to the 
second or third tier of 
English football.

Messi’s brother issues an apology after 
tirade against Barcelona and Joan Laporta
Lionel Messi’s brother, 
Matias Messi has apolo-
gised for his recent re-
marks regarding Bar-
celona that incensed 
supporters across the 
world. Taking to Insta-
gram, Matias said he was 
joking with his son and 
friends while making the 
statements. “I want to 
apologise for what I said 
on social networks: I was 
just making jokes with 
my son and my friends. 
How am I going to think 
that of a club as big as 
Barcelona and their his-
tory, which has given 
a lot both to my family 
and Leo?” he said. “For 
us, Catalonia is our sec-
ond home and that is well 
known. I’m very sorry 
and I apologise to every-
one, especially the Bar-
celona fans.” WATCH 
| Gravitas Plus | Argen-
tina’s New Messiah: The 
World is swept away by 
Messi-Mania × Matias, 
in his tirade, had blamed 

Barcelona president Joan 
Laporta for his brother’s 
unceremonious exit from 
the club. In a video clip 
that has since gone vi-
ral, Matias could be 
heard saying that Messi 
and family will not re-
turn to Barcelona, and if 
they did, Laporta will be 
kicked out. “We will not 
go back to Barcelona. 
And if we do, we will do 
a good cleaning. Among 
them, get rid of Joan La-
porta, ungrateful with 
everything that Messi 
gave to Barcelona.” View 
this post on Instagram 
A post shared by Matias 
Messi (@matu_messi10) 
× However, what rubbed 
most of the supporters 
in the wrong way was 
Matias claiming that 
Barcelona as a club was 
not known before Messi 
started playing for it. “I 
don’t know about you, 
but Barcelona became 
known thanks to Messi. 
Nobody knew about them 

before. Whoever’s had 
the chance to go to Bar-
celona and see the muse-
um, you can see that the 
museum is Messi.” After 
Matias’ statement, Messi 
and his representatives 
distanced themselves 
from the controversy 
saying it was his personal 
opinion. “Matias Messi 
‘s opinion is nothing 
more than a personal and 
individual opinion made 
according to his thoughts 
and opinions, which does 
not have to coincide with 
that of Leo or other rela-

tives,” said Messi’s rep-
resentatives. Read more: 
Will Lionel Messi play 
in 2026 World Cup? The 
Argentine gives a hint 
While Messi has been 
one of the greatest play-
ers to come out of Bar-
celona, the club has been 
known for several giants 
of the game previously. 
Ronald Koeman, Johan 
Cruyff, Ronaldinho and 
Rivaldo amongst others 
are few of the popular 
names to have played for 
the Catalonian club prior 
to Messi.

Manchester City fans slammed 
for booing their players against 

Tottenham Hotspur
Manchester City fans 
have come under the 
scanner for showing a 
lack of support after they 
booed the home team off 
the pitch at half-time dur-
ing the Premier League 
match against Tottenham 
Hotspur on Thursday. 
Playing at the Etihad 
Stadium, manager Pep 
Guardiola would have 
hoped to have the sup-
port of his fans. How-
ever, after his team con-
ceded twice at the end of 
the first half, the fans at 
the stadium seemingly 
lost it and started booing 
the players. Former Liv-
erpool and Real Madrid 
player Michael Own took 
to Twitter and slammed 
the Manchester City fans 
for giving such treat-
ment to ‘arguably’ one of 
the greatest teams going 
around at the moment. 
“And to think the City 
fans booed their team 
off at halftime. Winners 
of 4 of the last 5 Premier 
League titles. Sitting 
2nd in the league and 
through to The Cham-
pions League knock out 

stages. Arguably the best 
club team in the world 
right now. Staggering.” 
× Read more: ‘We don’t 
have players’, laments 
Manchester City boss 
Pep Guardiola ahead of 
Liverpool clash Asked 
after the match what he 
thought of the ‘booing’ 
Guardiola criticised the 
fans and said they had 
grown too accustomed to 
winning. “Our fans were 
silent for 45 minutes - I 
want my fans back. I 
want my fans that are 
here - not my away fans, 
they are the best - but 
my fans here to support 
every corner and every 
action, because Totten-
ham are one of the tough-
est opponents I’ve ever 

faced,” “They booed 
because we were losing 
but in the second half 
we played good, we had 
more chances. Maybe it’s 
the same with our team, 
maybe we are so com-
fortable with winning 
four Premier Leagues in 
five years.” Dejan Ku-
lusevski and Emerson 
Royal scored in quick 
succession in the first 
half to put the ‘Cityzens’ 
in a foul mood. However, 
Guardiola’s men were a 
transformed side in the 
second half as they found 
the back of the net four 
times and managed to 
overturn the tie in their 
favour. City are currently 
second in the points ta-
ble, five points.

ITF ends Davis Cup partnership with Pique’s 
Kosmos investment group after five years

The International Tennis 
Federation announced 
on Thursday that it was 
ending its Davis Cup 
partnership with Gerard 
Pique’s investment group 
Kosmos just five years 
into a 25-year, $3 bil-
lion agreement. In 2018, 
the ITF had unveiled 
the deal with former 
Barcelona soccer play-
er Pique’s investment 

group, which had prom-
ised to invest $120 mil-
lion per year, amid much 
fanfare. The ITF had said 
at the time that the pack-
age to revamp the Davis 
Cup competition would 
safeguard the future of 
the sport as it would “de-
liver long-term benefits 
for players, nations, fans, 
sponsors and broadcast-
ers”. However, less than 

five years later the deal 
-- which also had the 
backing of Wimbledon, 
French and U.S. Open 
officials -- has ended. 
“The ITF can confirm 
that its partnership with 
Kosmos Tennis for Davis 
Cup is ending in its fifth 
year,” the ITF said in a 
statement. “The ITF ne-
gotiated a strong deal for 
tennis in 2018. The part-

nership increased partici-
pation, prize money and 
interest in Davis Cup and 
produced funding to sup-
port the global develop-
ment of our sport.” Kos-
mos could not be reached 
for comment when con-
tacted by Reuters. The 
agreement with Kosmos 
had led to the revamp of 
the men’s team competi-
tion, which was founded 
in 1900. The usual home-
and-away ties played 
over a few weekends 
during the course of the 
year were scrapped. That 
format was replaced 
in 2019 with just one 
home-and-away round 
of ties that was followed 
by 18-teams competing 
in one city for a week-
long climax to the sea-
son. Also read: Olympic 
champion Usain Bolt 
missing millions from 
investment accounts, 
investigation launched - 
Reports Despite the deal 
with Kosmos being ter-
minated, the governing 

body of tennis added: 
“The ITF has ensured fi-
nancial contingencies are 
in place and as the custo-
dian of the competition 
we will operate the 2023 
Qualifiers and Finals as 
scheduled, with the Final 
8 taking place in Malaga, 
Spain, this November. 
“As well as being fo-
cused on delivering an-
other spectacular edition 
of the men’s World Cup 
of Tennis, we are focused 
on the future growth of 
the largest annual inter-
national team competi-
tion in sport.” After the 
2020 edition was post-
poned because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
the 2021 finale was held 
across 11 days in three 
cities -- Madrid, Turin 
and Innsbruck. The for-
mat was tweaked again 
last year, when teams 
competed in a group 
stage in September, with 
the top eight advancing 
to the finals.

BPL 2023 playoff matches live: Bangladesh 
Premier League updated points table

Bangladesh Premier 
League (BPL) 2023 is 
entering its final leg on 
Sunday, February 12 as 
the playoff season be-
gins with Sylhet Strik-
ers poised to meet Co-
milla Victorians in the 
first playoff match. The 
Victorians registered an 
impressive victory over 
Rangpur Riders will on 
Friday, February 10 to 
reach Qualifier 1. Now, 
Sylhet Strikers and Victo-
rians are ranked at num-

ber 1 and 2 respectively 
in the BPL 2023 points 
table, which means each 
team will now get two 
chances to reach the BPL 
2023 grand finale. On the 
other hand, the third and 
fourth spots are expected 
to be grabbed by Fortune 
Barishal and Rangpur 
Riders. Bangladesh Pre-
mier League (BPL) 2023 
playoff matches all de-
tails The BPL 2023 qual-
ifier 1 match is slated to 
be played between Syl-

het Strikers and Comilla 
Victorians on Sunday, 
February 12 at 1:00 PM 
IST. The venue of the 
match is Sher-e-Bangla 
stadium. The winner of 
this match will reach the 
BPL 2023 grand finale, 
slated to be played on 
Thursday, 16 February. 
The BPL 2023 elimina-
tor match (second play-
off) is due to be played 
on Sunday, 12 February 
at 6:00 PM IST. The two 
biggest contender teams 

for this match are For-
tune Barishal and Rang-
pur Riders. Whoever 
loses this match will get 
kicked out of the race to 
the finals, while the win-
ner will meet the loser of 
the qualifier 1 match. The 
Third playoff match, or 
qualifier 2 match, will be 
played on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 14. The loser of the 
qualifier 1 match and the 
winner of the elimina-
tor match will clash this 
day to reach the finals. 
Where to watch Ban-
gladesh Premier League 
BPL 2023 Live Stream-
ing? BPL 2023 Live 
streaming - There will 
be live broadcast of the 
game on the Sony Sports 
Network in India. The 
Fancode application and 
website will stream the 
game live. The BPL 2023 
points table updated The 
points table is updated 
after the Comilla Victo-
rians vs Rangpur Riders 
match played on Friday, 

Khelo India Winter Games begins in 
Kashmir with mass women participation

Jammu and Kashmir is 
hosting the third edi-
tion of the Khelo India 
Winter Games at the 
world-famous Ski resort 
Gulmarg. Over 1500 
athletes from 29 states 
of India have arrived to 
participate in 11 sport-
ing events. This is the 
second time Gulmarg is 
hosting the Khelo India 
winter games. The Union 
Minister for Sports An-
urag Thakur along with 
LG of Jammu and Kash-
mir, Manoj Sinha kick-
started the games today. 
The five-day event will 
be attended by hundreds 
of athletes of the country. 
“I am glad we are able to 
organise the third edition 
of Khelo India. There are 
more than 1500 players 
who have come from 29 
states to participate. I am 
sure we will see a lot of 

great talent who will be 
picked to play national 
and international tourna-
ments. I am sure more 
and more youth will 
come to learn ski and 
winter sports activities. 
We need to build good 
infrastructure for sports,” 
said Anurag Thakur. × 
According to the govern-
ment, the winter games 
are a platform for the 

youth of the country to 
compete and reach a 
level where they can rep-
resent the country. Hold-
ing the winter games in 
Kashmir not only pro-
vides an opportunity for 
athletes but also pro-
motes tourism. “If you 
look at mountaineering 
institute and ski institute, 
most of the instructors 
are from Kashmir. The 

students are from the 
rest of the country. This 
is what they are giving 
to the rest of the country. 
It will help create more 
job opportunities for 
the region. I have seen 
how numbers of tourists 
have increased and also 
the number of adventure 
sports people,” added the 
sports minister.
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Just Akshay Kumar And Nora Fatehi 
Dancing To Kudiyee Ni Teri

Just Akshay Kumar And 
Nora Fatehi Dancing To 
Kudiyee Ni Teri. Watch 
Akshay Kumar and Nora 
Fatehi in a still from the 
video. (courtesy: ak-

shaykumar) New Delhi: 
Akshay Kumar, who is 
super busy with the pro-
motional duties of Self-
iee, recently collaborated 
with Nora Fatehi for an 

Instagram reel. The actor, 
on Friday night, shared a 
video of himself danc-
ing to the track Kudiyee 
Ni Teri from his upcom-
ing film Selfiee. In the 

video, Akshay Kumar 
is seen grooving, while 
Nora Fatehi joins him 
in the latter half. Ak-
shay Kumar captioned 
the post: “Here’s how 
Nora Fatehi can turn any 
vibe into scorching fire. 
What’s your Kudiyee Ni 
Teri vibe?” Take a look 
at Akshay Kumar’s post 
here: The original track 
from the film Selfiee fea-
tures Akshay Kumar with 
Mrunal Thakur. Here’s a 
snippet from the track. 
Before Kudiyee Ni Teri 
fever took over the Inter-
net, Akshay Kumar was 
busy dancing to Main 
Khiladi remix with other 
Bollywood stars. He col-
laborated with Salman 
Khan for one video. In 
another video, Akshay 
danced with Bade Miyan 
Chote Miyan co-star Ti-
ger Shroff. Kamal Haas-
an, Mohanlal, Akshay 
Kumar, Aamir Khan And 
Other Stars At A Jaipur 

Wedding Kamal Haasan, 
Mohanlal, Akshay Ku-
mar, Aamir Khan And 
Other Stars At A Jaipur 
Wedding Akshay Kumar 
And Mohanlal Dance 
The Bhangra. That’s It, 
That’s The Headline Ak-
shay Kumar And Mohan-
lal Dance The Bhangra. 
That’s It,Akshay Kumar 
And Mrunal Thakur In 
New Dance Anthem 
Selfiee Song Kudiyee Ni 
Teri: Akshay Kumar And 
Mrunal Thakur In New 
Dance Anthem ICYMI, 
these are the videos we 
are talking about: Post 
a comment Selfiee has 
been directed by Raj 
Mehta and it is based on 
the 2019 Malayalam film 
Driving Licence, which 
featured Prithviraj Suku-
maran and Suraj Venjar-
amoodu in the lead roles. 
The film features Akshay 
Kumar, Emraan Hashmi, 
Nushrratt Bharuccha and 
Diana Penty. 

Priyanka Chopra reflects on 
her daughter Malti’s NICU days

Priyanka Chopra is talk-
ing about the first few dif-
ficult months following 
the birth of her daughter 
Malti Marie Chopra Jo-
nas. Chopra has earlier 
shared that her baby was 
born a trimester prema-
ture. She has spent her 
first 100 days in the neo-
natal intensive care unit 
(NICU). During her re-
cent interview with Brit-
ish Vogue, Chopra talked 
about the first, scary few 
months that her daughter 
spent in the NICU, and 
said she “didn’t know if 
she would make it or not.” 
Opening up about the 
tough days, the ‘Quan-
tico’ star recalled and 
shared that her daughter 
was “smaller than my 
hand” when she was born. 
“I was in the OR [operat-
ing room] when she came 
out. She was so small, 
smaller than my hand,” 
she shared. “I saw what 
the intensive-care nurses 
do. They do God’s work. 

Nick and I were both 
standing there as they in-
tubated her. I don’t know 
how they even found 
what they needed [in her 
tiny body] to intubate 
her.” Malti was first ad-
mitted to Rady Children’s 
Hospital in La Jolla, Cali-
fornia, and later she was 
shifted to Cedars-Sinai in 
Los Angeles. Reflecting 
on days, Priyanka shared 
that for three months, 
Nick and she spent every 
single day in the hospi-
tal: “We spent every sin-
gle day with her on my 
chest, on my husband’s 

chest,” she continued. “I 
didn’t know if she would 
make it or not.” While 
the couple is constantly 
sharing photos of their 
little one on social media, 
they have yet to reveal 
the baby’s face. In every 
photo shared, the couple 
has hidden her face with 
an emoji. Priyanka also 
revealed to the magazine 
that her daughter looks 
like her husband Nick. In 
her interview, the former 
Miss World also revealed 
why she opted for surro-
gacy, sharing that it was a 
“necessary.

Kamal Haasan, Mohanlal, Akshay Kumar, Aamir 
Khan And Other Stars At A Jaipur Wedding

New Delhi: New pictures 
from the star-studded 
wedding in Jaipur have 
taken over social media. 
What’s so special, you 
ask? The grand wed-
ding of The Walt Disney 
Company India and Star 
India President K Mad-
havan’s son at the Ram-
bagh Palace saw the A-
listers of the Indian film 
industry in attendance. 
We are talking about Ka-
mal Haasan, Mohanlal, 
Akshay Kumar, Aamir 
Khan, Prithviraj Suku-
maran and Karan Johar, 
who added stardust to 
the celebrations earlier 
this week. After Akshay 
shared a video of himself 
performing bhangra with 
Mohanlal at the wedding, 
more pictures of the ac-
tors surfaced on social 
media. A fan page dedi-
cated to the Sooryavan-
shi actor has uploaded 
two photos that feature 
the stars, dressed in tra-
ditional outfits, attending 
the wedding festivities 
together. In the front row, 

Akshay Kumar is sitting 
next to Kamal Haasan. 
Behind them, one can 
spot Aamir Khan sitting 
with his ex-wife Kiran 
Rao. we can also spot 
Karan Johar, Mohanlal 
and Prithviraj Sukuma-
ran. In some photos and 
videos from the wedding 
that have now gone viral 
on social media, Akshay 
Kumar is seen having a 
chat with Kamal Haasan. 
They are soon joined by 
Aamir Khan. The Vikram 
actor opted for a white 
shirt and ivory veshti for 
the event. In this album 
shared by a fan page, 
Akshay appears to be 
hugging Kamal Haasan 
in one photo. Akshay 
Kumar And Mohanlal 
Dance The Bhangra. 
That’s It, That’s The 
Headline Akshay Kumar 
And Mohanlal Dance 
The Bhangra. That’s It, 
That’s The Headline Ak-
shay Kumar And Mrunal 
Thakur In New Dance 
Anthem Selfiee Song 
Kudiyee Ni Teri: Ak-

shay Kumar And Mrunal 
Thakur In New Dance 
Anthem Akshay Kumar’s 
Twitter Exchange With 
Anupam Kher On “I’m 
Ready If...” Akshay Ku-
mar’s Twitter Exchange 
With Anupam Kher On 
Special 26 Sequel: “I’m 

Ready If...” On Friday, 
Akshay Kumar shared a 
video of himself danc-
ing with Mohanlal to 
the beats of dhol. “I’ll 
forever remember this 
dance with you, Mohan-
lal Sir. Absolutely mem-
orable moment,” the ac-

tor wrote in the caption. 
Post a comment Karan 
Johar, who was at the 
extravagant event, also 
attended Kiara Advani 
and Sidharth Malhotra’s 
wedding in Jaisalmer this 
week. The couple got 
married on February 7.

Bigg Boss 16: Sreejita De Reveals how 
she was Wrong About Shalin Bhanot 

New Delhi: Only 2 days 
till the winner of the most 
successful season of Bigg 
Boss is announced on 
live television. Fans have 
been supporting their fa-
vorites via various means 
across the country. There 
are flashmobs, Puja in 
temples, billboards and 
so much more. While 
others had already estab-
lished fandom, Shalin’s 
popularity grew tenfold 
after his entry in Bigg 
Boss. by TaboolaSpon-
sored LinksYou May 
Like Get Certified from 
IIT Madras CCE & Intel-
lipaat Intellipaat ₹2000 

Investment can mean 
2nd income for Indians. 
Hoxton Capital Shalin 
has been getting a lot of 
support from his industry 
peers and latest to join 
in is his co-contestant 
on the show Sreejita De. 
During his journey video, 
Bigg Boss claimed that in 
the history of Bigg Boss, 
Shalin is the most mis-
understood contestant 
ever. Sreejita had some-
thing similar to share. In 
this raw video, Sreejita 
candidly shares that she 
didn’t quite like Shalin in 
the beginning & agreed 
to what others portrayed 

him as but as she spent 
more time with him af-
ter her re-entry. She also 
said that Shalin is in real 
what you see him on 
TV, he’s just like that as 
a person & is a real fun 
guy to hang around with. 
Over the last few weeks, 
Shalin’s supporters have 
been increasing & even 
after some comments by 
Industry who went on the 
show as a guest, people’s 
perception of Shalin has 
become clearer & thus 
all the love pouring in. 
For now we’ll have to 
just wait & watch on who 
will pick the trophy.

Prajakta Koli Makes Her Teleplay Debut With 
Zee Theatre’s Yeh Shaadi Nahi Ho Sakti

Kareena Kapoor, Saif Ali Khan, Jaideep Ahlawat, 
Masaba Gupta to voice Hindi ‘Marvel’s Wastelanders’

Bollywood actress Ka-
reena Kapoor Khan and 
her husband and actor 
Saif Ali Khan are all set 
to collaborate for the 
Hindi adaptation of the 
much-anticipated super-
hero audio series ‘Mar-
vel’s Wastelanders’, 
which is a new Hindi 
Audible Original pod-
cast. While Kareena will 
take on the iconic role of 
Black Widow in the al-
ternate universe set in the 
future, Saif will feature 
as Star-Lord. However, 
both of their stories will 
have different arcs and 
seasons. And, the narra-
tives will also not inter-

sect. The first season of 
the podcast will release 
in the form of Saif-led 
‘Marvel’s Wastelanders: 
Star-Lord’ on the audio 
streaming platform Au-
dible on June 28. While 
talking about his experi-
ence narrating his charac-

ter and collaborating with 
the streaming platform, 
the actor recently said 
in a press conference, 
“Star-Lord, a beloved 
and roguishly charming 
hero’s story is an against-
all-odds story of survival 
and redemption.” “It’s 

been a lot of fun to bring 
this iconic role and story 
alive through my voice 
- Star-Lord’s journey in 
Marvel’s Wastelanders 
will be imagined differ-
ently by every person 
who hears it. It’s a great 
creative collaboration 
with the entire team,” 
Saif added. Kareena also 
shared her experience of 
joining the Marvel Audio 
Universe and said, “I am 
incredibly excited to play 
Marvel’s Wastelanders’ 
Black Widow. In this se-
ries, the world is in disar-
ray and she has to over-
come personal tragedies 
to find the strength.

NEW DELHI: With a 
promise to present ‘Har 
Din Naya Drama’ to the 
television audience, Zee 
Theatre has announced 
‘Yeh Shaadi Nahi Ho 
Sakti’, an adaption of 
William Shakespeare’s 
famous comedy ‘Taming 
of the Shrew’. Drenched 
in 90’s nostalgia, this vi-
sual feast is directed by 
cinema and theatre vet-
eran Akarsh Khurana and 
stars Prajakta Koli in her 
teleplay debut along with 
Shikha Talsania, Chait-
nya Sharma and Adhaar 
Khurana. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like ₹2000 Investment 

can mean 2nd income for 
Indians. Hoxton Capital 
Get Certified from IIT 
Roorkee EICT & Intel-
lipaat Intellipaat The 
central conflict of the plot 
is that love birds Laksh-

man (Chaitnya Sharma) 
and Priya (Prajakta Koli) 
cannot marry each other 
till the latter’s elder sister 
Pallavi (Shikha Talsania) 
gets married. Lakshman 
then devises a hilarious 

plan and tries to get Pal-
lavi hitched to an eligi-
ble NRI groom (Adhaar 
Khurana). What follows 
is absolute mayhem, end-
less fun, and impossible 
wedding moments. Pra-
jakta Koli Talking about 
the rollicking entertainer 
that will be premiered on 
19th February on Tata 
Play Theatre, Director 
Akarsh Khurana says, 
“Some stories are just an 
absolute joy to tell, and 
‘Yeh Shaadi Nahi Ho 
Sakti’ was one such proj-
ect from the very begin-
ning. The cast and crew 
and I absolutely loved 
blending.


