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India, Australia Deepening 
Security Ties Amid 

Tensions With China

Delhi Lt Governor, AAP 
Tussle Over Delhi’s 

Water Supply

DCW chief Swati 
Maliwal speaks of 
childhood sexual 
assault by father

Modi Attacks Rahul Gandhi Over His Remarks
On Democracy In Poll-Bound Karnataka In poll-bound Karnataka, Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday tore into the Congress and its leader Rahul Gandhi,

Delhi March 12: In poll-
bound Karnataka, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Sunday tore into the Con-
gress and its leader Rahul 
Gandhi, charging the op-
position party and its allies 
with being “busy digging 
my grave,” and lashed out 
at the Wayanad MP for his 
comments on democracy 
in the country as an affront 
to its people. In his sixth 
visit to the southern state 
this year, Modi seemed to 
have given fresh momen-
tum to the ruling BJP’s bid 

for a successive term, even 
as rival Congress has been 
mounting an aggressive 
attack over its saffron op-
ponent on issues including 
corruption. Assembly elec-
tions are due by May and 
Modi addressed two pub-
lic meetings -- in Mandya 
in the Vokkaliga heartland 
of Old Mysuru region and 
Dharwad in north Karna-
taka, where the politically-
influential Lingayat com-
munity holds the key to 
electoral fortunes. In all, 
the Prime Minister dedi-

cated and laid the foun-
dation stones of projects 
worth around Rs 16,000 
crore, including the Mysu-
ru-Bengaluru Expressway. 
The Rs 8,480 crore Express-
way, which involved six 
laning of the Bengaluru-
Nidaghatta-Mysuru sec-
tion of NH-275, will reduce 
the travel time between 
the two cities from around 
three hours to about 75 
minutes, according to of-
ficials. Targeting Gandhi, 
albeit in a veiled attack, 
Modi asserted no power in 

this world can harm India’s 
democratic traditions. In 
an apparent reference to 
Gandhi’s remarks made in 
London -- that structures 
of Indian democracy are 
under “brutal attack”, he 
termed it an insult to 12th-
century social reformer Ba-
saveshwara, the people of 
Karnataka, India’s great tra-
ditions, and its citizens. The 
Prime Minister’s statement 
is being seen with political 
significance as  Basavesh-
wara is highly revered in 
the state, especially by the 

dominant Lingayat com-
munity, who form the major 
vote base of the ruling BJP. 
”I have come to the land of 
Bhagwan Basaveshwar and 
I’m feeling blessed. Among 
the contributions of Ba-
saveshwara most impor-
tant is the establishment 
of Anubhava Mantapa; this 
democratic system is re-
searched across the world, 
and there are several such 
things because of which 
we say India is not just the 
largest democracy, it is also 
the mother of democracy,” 

Modi said. Addressing a 
large gathering after inau-
gurating the permanent 
campus of the Indian In-
stitute of Technology (IIT) 
Dharwad, he said, he had 
the good fortune of unveil-
ing the statue of Basavesh-
wara in London a few years 
ago. “Statue of lord Ba-
saveshwar is in London, 
but it is unfortunate that 
in the same London, ques-
tions were raised on India’s 
democracy. The roots of 
India’s democracy have 
been nurtured by centuries 

KCR admitted to AIG
Hyderabad: Chief Minister 
K. Chandrashekar Rao had 
to abruptly end a meeting 
with his daughter and BRS 
MLC K. Kavitha, ministers 
K.T. Rama Rao and Harish 
Rao at the Pragathi Bhavan 
on Sunday after falling ill 
and rushed to the Asian In-
stitute of Gastroenterology 
(AIG) hospital in Gachibow-
li on Sunday morning. The 
CM’s wife Shobha also un-
derwent medical check-
ups at the hospital after 
she complained of uneasi-
ness, sources said. The hos-
pital noted in a statement 
that the CM was admitted 
to AIG after experiencing 
abdominal pain, and that 
after performing a CT scan and endoscopy, the doc- tors detected a minor ulcer 

in his stomach. “Chief Min-
ister K. Chandrashekar Rao 
developed abdominal dis-
comfort on Sunday morn-
ing following which he was 
examined. He was brought 
to AIG Hospitals, and CT as 
well endoscopy was per-
formed. A small ulcer in the 
stomach was found which 
is being managed medical-
ly. His all other parameters 
are normal. Appropriate 
medication has been start-
ed,” Dr. Nageshwar Reddy, 
chairman of AIG Hospitals 
and chief gastroenterolo-
gist stated. The CM was dis-
charged from the hospital 
at around 7 pm and he re-
turned to Pragathi Bhavan 
thereafter.

Agitators Urge Bengal Guv To Act As Mediator
The agitators stated they would withdraw their hunger strike

Delhi March 12: West Ben-
gal state government em-
ployees, agitating to press 
for their demand for a hike 
in dearness allowance (DA), 
on Sunday urged Governor 
C V Ananda Bose to act as a 
mediator in the matter and 
arrange for a meeting with 
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee. The agitators stated 
they would withdraw their 
hunger strike only after 
getting assurance from the 
state government regard-
ing their demand. Follow-
ing the governor’s request 
to sit together to find a way 
out of the imbroglio, repre-
sentatives of the agitating 
employees met him at Raj 
Bhavan. ”The governor re-
quested us to withdraw our 
hunger strike. We promised 

him that we will surely do 
that but only after getting 
assurance from the state 
government. We are yet to 
get anything from them. 
“We want the governor to 
mediate the matter and ar-
range for a meeting with 
the chief minister,” one of 
the agitating employees 

present at the meeting told 
PTI. Noting that they want 
an honourable solution, 
he asserted that the state 
government will have to sit 
with them for a meeting in 
this regard, while lament-
ing that not a single min-
ister or bureaucrat came to 
meet them. Following the 

meeting, which lasted for 
around 20 minutes, Bose 
said, “I appealed to those 
on hunger strike to kindly 
withdraw it because hu-
man life is precious. Every 
complex problem has a so-
lution and we should try for 
it with an open mind.” Bose 
had on Saturday urged the 
agitators to withdraw their 
stir as it entered the fourth 
week. Protesting employ-
ees of 18 organisations, 
who have been demanding 
that their DA be raised to 
the level of central govern-
ment staffers, had called for 
a total strike on Friday. Ba-
nerjee said at the assembly 
earlier this week that she 
would not be able to meet 
the demand for a DA hike 
even if the protesters.

Hindu Jagran Manch Members Damage
Hotel Property In Indore, Police Stands By

Delhi March 12: A group of 
men on Sunday damaged 
the Tejajinagar’s Sky Line 
Club and Resort in Indore, 
while the police stood as 
mute spectators. In a pur-
ported viral video, the 
men clad in saffron shawls 
threw chairs at the city ho-
tel while the police stood 
by. Hotel Manager, Rakesh 
Ranjan Sahai alleged that 
some men from the Hindu 
Jagran Manch created a 
ruckus and damaged the 

hotel property after they 
were denied a free pass for 
a Holi festive event, Rang-
panchami. A police case 
has been filed against 40 
men under various sections 
of the Indian Penal Code. 
The video posted by NDTV 
shows the men’s hooligan-
ism in groups, shouting. 
They can be seen throw-
ing chairs in the swimming 
pool and damaging the 
flower pots on the hotel 
premise.

Education Minister Atishi Launches Video 
Series On Delhi Govt’s Happiness Curriculum
Delhi March 12: Education 
Minister Atishi on Sunday 
launched a 36-episode 
video series on the Delhi 
government’s Happiness 
Curriculum and said it will 
enable educators across the 
world help their students 
learn to live a happy and 
purposeful life. Through 
this initiative, people will 
learn to serve humanity in 
the truest sense, she said. 
The Happiness Curriculum 
was launched in 2018 with 
a vision to strengthen the 
foundation of happiness 

and well-being of students 
through a 35-minute class 
conducted every day from 
kindergarten to Class 8 
across 1,030 government 

schools in the national 
capital. Development of 
self-awareness, expression, 
empathy and understand-
ing of relationships.

After PM’s Swipe At Rahul Gandhi,
Congress’s “You Attack Democracy” Retort
Delhi March 12: The Con-
gress on Sunday hit back 
at Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for his attack on Rahul 
Gandhi over his remarks in 
the UK, asking since when 
did the criticism of the PM’s 
policies become the criti-
cism of the country. The 
opposition party also al-
leged that it is the Prime 
Minister “who attacks de-
mocracy” and that is why 
discussions are held on it. 
In an apparent reference to 
Mr Gandhi’s remarks made 
in London, PM Modi, while 
speaking in poll-bound 
Karnataka, termed it an in-
sult to 12th century social 
reformer Basaveshwara, 

the people of Karnataka, 
India’s great traditions and 
its citizens. “Statue of Lord 
Basaveshwara is in London, 
but it is unfortunate that 
in the same London ques-
tions were raised on In-
dia’s democracy. The roots 
of India’s democracy have 
been nurtured by centuries 
of our history. No power 

in this world can harm In-
dia’s democratic traditions. 
Despite this some are con-
stantly making it stand in 
the dock,” PM Modi said 
in an obvious swipe at Mr 
Gandhi. Reacting to the 
Prime Minister’s remarks, 
Congress media and pub-
licity department head 
Pawan Khera said the Prime 

Minister “wasted” nine 
years in “abusing” the elders 
and ancestors of this coun-
try. “You (PM) insult three 
generations when you say 
nothing happened in the 
last 70 years, then you do 
not bother about the im-
age of the country. You pat 
yourself on the back in Par-
liament saying ‘ek akela sab 
par bhari’, the world sees 
it and also laughs at it,” Mr 
Khera said in a video state-
ment in Hindi posted on his 
Twitter account. “When you 
show red eyes to the me-
dia in the country and raid 
foreign media, then you do 
not bother about the im-
age of the country.

Budget Session Second Leg Today, 
Centre Says Finance Bill A Priority

Delhi March 12:  The sec-
ond leg of the Budget ses-
sion will begin today, with 
the government asserting 
that its priority is to pass 
the Finance Bill and the 
Opposition planning to 
raise issues like the action 
of Central agencies against 
the BJP’s political rivals 
and allegations against 
the Adani group. Leader 
of the Opposition in Rajya 
Sabha and Congress Presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge 
asserted that they want to 
play a constructive role in 
making the government 
accountable and sought a 
discussion in the House on 
“every burning issue fac-
ing the nation”. At a meet-
ing held on Sunday, Rajya 
Sabha chairman Jagdeep 

Dhankhar sought views of 
the leaders of various polit-
ical parties on ways to curb 
disruptions in the House. 
Opposition members 
raised the issue of alleged 
misuse of central agencies 
against non-BJP govern-
ments and the move to 
appoint Mr Dhankhar’s per-
sonal staff on parliamen-
tary committees. The oppo-
sition parties will meet in 
the morning to evolve their 
strategy for both Houses of 
Parliament. Protests on the 
Hindenburg-Adani row had 
overshadowed the first half 
of the Budget session. Man-
ickam Tagore, Congress 
Whip in Lok Sabha, told 
PTI that his party wants the 
Opposition to take a united 
stand. 

Election Commission “Completely 
Compromised”, Says Aaditya Thackeray

Mumbai: Shiv Sena (UBT) 
leader Aaditya Thackeray 
on Sunday alleged the 
Election Commission is 
“completely compromised” 
and said its decision to 
recognise the faction led 
by Maharashtra chief min-
ister Eknath Shinde as the 
Shiv Sena and allot it the 
bow and arrow symbol 
was dangerous for democ-
racy. He said the acronym 
“CM” of Maharashtra cur-
rently stands for a “corrupt 
man”, and that the “illegal 

and unconstitutional chief 
minister will surely go”. 
Addressing a meeting of 
the party workers in North 
Mumbai, Thackeray said 
the flaming torch (Mashaal) 
symbol allotted to Shiv 
Sena (UBT) is the only light 
that will brighten the dark-
ness caused by the betrayal 
and back-stabbing. He said 
the rebel MLAs led by Mr 
Shinde had done the “dirty 
work” of toppling a govern-
ment that had done good 
work of tackling the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and alle-
viating hardships of farm-
ers affected by the cyclone 
and unseasonably rains 
when in power. “The Maha 
Vikas Aghadi government 
was leading.

his wife undergoes medical check-ups
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After CM K Chandrashekhar Rao’s instructions,
KT Rama Rao chalks out action plan for BRS way ahead

Hyderabad: Stating that 
party activists were the 
core strength of the Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi (BRS), 
party working president 
KT Rama Rao on Sunday 
directed party leaders to 
organize get-togethers 
involving all ground level 
workers and top rank lead-
ers. The party has chalked 
out plans to complete 
these get-togethers within 

two months across the 
State. The idea was to fur-
ther strengthen the party 
base and infuse new ener-
gy and to create awareness 
among the 60 lakh party 
activists across the State by 
conducting different pro-
grammes. Rama Rao held a 
teleconference with party 
leaders on Sunday after 
Chief Minister and BRS 
president K Chandrashek-

har Rao had issued specific 
instructions to leaders, 
especially elected public 
representatives, to stay put 
in their constituencies and 
work for strengthening the 
party. To this effect, the 
party has now designed 
different programmes, in-
cluding the get-togethers. 
The task to organize these 
meetings was entrusted 
to the local BRS MLAs and 

every 10 villages would be 
categorized as a unit for 
conducting the meetings. 
In urban areas, a town or 
a few divisions in a town 
would be considered as 
a unit for conducting the 
meetings. Right from con-
stituency MPs and MLAs, 
all leaders including Cor-
poration chairpersons and 
other prominent leaders 
would be participating 

in the meetings. The BRS 
working president also di-
rected party leaders to en-
sure that these meetings 
were completed before 
the party Formation Day 
in April. BRS district presi-
dents have been instructed 
to prepare unit-wise meet-
ing plans and share the 
schedule with the party 
headquarters. The compre-
hensive schedule would 

have all the details, includ-
ing the meetings planned 
on a particular day and 
location. Measures should 
be taken to open all BRS 
district Offices at the earli-
est, Rama Rao said, adding 
that this exercise should be 
completed before the Par-
ty Formation Day. Mark-
ing the day, elected public 
representatives from the 
party should organize pro-

BRS to contest 175 Assembly, 25 LS in Andhra 
Pradesh: Thota Chandrasekhar

Hyderabad: Stating 
that the Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi (BRS) was 
getting overwhelming 
response from the peo-
ple of Andhra Pradesh, 
BRS AP president Thota 
Chandrasekhar on Satur-
day announced that the 
BRS would be contesting 
from all the 175 assem-
bly and 25 Parliament 
seats in the upcoming 
polls in the neighbour-
ing State. Chandrasekhar 
said the BRS was emerg-
ing as a force to reckon 
with in Andhra Pradesh 

and would be taking on 
the ruling YSR Congress 
in the polls. The BJP and 
Congress did not have 
any presence in AP and 
people were fed up with 
both YSRCP and TDP, 
who were steeped in cor-
ruption and mismanage-
ment. “BRS has a bright 
chance to fill the gap as 
it has the support of the 
people, “he said. A politi-
cal blame game was be-
ing played with regard to 
the capital city by both 
YSRCP and TDP to cre-
ate confusion among 

the people, he said, stat-
ing that the YSRCP had 
failed to win confidence 
of investors, hence, very 
few companies were 
showing interest in in-
vesting in AP. Coming 
down heavily on BJP, 
the BRS AP chief stated 
that Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had failed to 
fulfil the promises made 
in the AP Reorganisation 
Act-2014 . “BJP cheated 
both the Telugu speaking 
States. It has not fulfilled 
promises made to both the 
States,”he said. He stated 

that Centre has promised 
to provide special status 
to AP, but took an U-turn 
and despite several ap-
peals and representations 
there was no response. 
BRS Dharna: Powered 
By VDO.AI PlayUnmute 
Fullscreen BRS lead-
ers under the leadership 
of Thota Chandrasekhar 
staged a protest against 
the derogatory comments 
made by Telangana BJP 
president Bandi Sanjay 
against MLC K Kavitha. 
They raised slogans 
against Bandi Sanjay 
and demanded his arrest. 
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chandrasekhar al-
leged that the BJP leader 
has no respect for women 
and that he deliberately 
made the remarks against 
Kavitha to defame her. 
He said that Enforcement 
Directorate cases against 
BRS MLC K Kavitha 
were politically moti-
vated and that the party 
would fight it out both le-
gally and politically.

BRS Ministers question BJP’s commitment 
towards Women’s Reservation Bill

Hyderabad: Stating that 
no State government can 
match Telangana’s wel-
fare and development 
programmes for women, 
the ruling Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi (BRS) ques-
tioned the BJP’s commit-
ment towards Women’s 
Reservation Bill. The 
BJP had assured to in-
troduce Women’s Reser-
vation Bill and the same 
was mentioned in the 
party’s manifesto twice. 
Even after nine years, 
there was no word from 
BJP about introducing 
Women’s Reservation 
Bill, Education Minister 
P Sabitha Indra Reddy 
said. Addressing media 
persons in New Delhi, 
the Minister found fault 
with the BJP State unit’s 
protest in Hyderabad on 
Friday. Impressed with 
BRS party’s commitment 
towards women welfare, 
many parties had ex-
tended their support to 
the party’s hunger strike 
led by BRS MLC K Ka-

vitha at Jantar Mantar, 
she said, asking “What 
was the agenda for BJP 
State unit’s dharna in Hy-
derabad?” Despite there 
being no reservation, a 
woman was made the 
Mayor of Greater Hyder-
abad. On the other hand, 
summons was issued to 
the BRS MLC for raising 
Women’s Reservation. 
This reflects BJP’s com-

mitment towards wom-
en’s welfare, she said, 
condemning BJP State 
president’s comments on 
the BRS MLC. Women 
and Child Welfare Min-
ister Satyavathi Rathod 
said corporate giants, 
who indulged in differ-
ent irregularities, were 
being saved by the union 
government. On the con-
trary, those who question 

BJP failures, were being 
questioned by the central 
probe agencies, she said. 
Powered By VDO.AI 
PlayUnmute Fullscreen 
The Minister sought to 
know as to why Gover-
nor Tamilisai Sounda-
rarajan had failed to re-
spond on Bandi Sanjay’s 
derogatory comments on 
the BRS MLC.

South Central Railway earns Rs 
200 crore from ticket checking

Hyderabad: The South 
Central Railway (SCR) 
has achieved a milestone 
in the ticket checking 
area by registering high-
est ever revenue of Rs 
200.17 crore. The rev-
enue was earned from 
28.27 lakh cases booked 
against irregular travel 
and un-booked lug-
gage, etc. The previous 
best revenue earned in 

ticket checking area was 
Rs 154.29 crore in the 
years 2019-20. Railway 
officials said the vari-
ous measures have been 
taken in the recent times 
to improve passenger 
traffic by launching con-
venient ways of pur-
chasing tickets through 
UTS mobile App, ATVM 
Machines near book-
ing counters, Display-

ing QR codes near the 
counters etc. “All these 
measures along with re-
lentless efforts of ticket 
checking staff has helped 
in improving the ticket 
sales thereby leading to 
increase in passenger 
revenue,” officials said. 
So far in this financial 
year, SCR has earned the 
highest ever passenger 
revenue of Rs.4, 825.72 
crores besides highest 
revenue in ticket check-
ing. SCR General Man-
ager Arun Kumar Jain 
said that ticket checking 
was a solid mechanism 
which helps in curtail-
ing the irregular travel 
and also helps in building 
confidence among the 
genuine rail passengers 
besides improving posi-
tive image of the railway.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah to Attend 
CISF Event in Hyderabad Tomorrow

Hyderabad: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah will 
visit Hyderabad on Sun-
day. He will be the chief 
at the 54th raising day 
parade of the Central In-
dustrial Security Force 
(CISF) at the National 
Industrial Security Acad-
emy (NISA) at Hakimpet 
in Hyderabad. As per the 
Central government’s 
recommendation, for 
the first time, the CISF 
is holding its raising 
day parade outside the 
Delhi-NCR. According 
to CISF ADG (North) 

Piyush Anand, NISA is 
a centre of excellence 
of CISF, therefore, they 
have decided to hold 
raising day celebrations 
in Hyderabad. Pow-
ered by Started in 1969 
with a strength of 3000, 
the CISF today boasts 
of more than 1,70,000 
personnel. Notably, the 
central forces provide se-
curity cover to 354 vital 
installations across the 
country including 66 air-
ports, seaports etc.

Tribal Wedding Called Off in Telangana 
for THIS Strange Reason

Hyderabad: You have 
heard about how the 
groom’s families called 
off the wedding at the 
last minute by raising 
their dowry demands but 

in Telangana’s Bhadradri 
Kothagudem, a wedding 
was abruptly cancelled 
on Thursday because of 
the lower dowry than 
what the bride demanded 

as per tribal traditions. 
As per tribal customs, 
a groom has to pay the 
dowry to his prospec-
tive bride.  The groom’s 
family paid the bride the 
amount she had asked 
for her dowry (over Rs 
2 lakh). The groom and 
the guests were waiting 
in Ghatkesar for the bride 
who was supposed to ar-
rive from her hometown 
of Aswaraopet village. 
When the bride failed to 
show up at the wedding 
venue, the groom and his 
family went back to the 
hotel to seek an explana-

tion from the bride’s fam-
ily. They were shocked 
when they were informed 
that the bride sought 
more dowry. Powered by 
Later, the groom’s fam-
ily approached the police 
station. The police of-
ficials called the bride’s 
family members and the 
matter was sorted out. No 
case was lodged against 
any other party. Accord-
ing to the police officials, 
it seemed the bride was 
not interested in marry-
ing the boy and therefore 
came up with an excuse 
for more dowry.

BJP MP Arvind slams Bandi Sanjay for 
derogatory comments on BRS MLC K Kavitha

Hyderabad: BJP State 
president Bandi Sanjay’s 
derogatory remarks on 
BRS MLC K Kavitha, which 
triggered massive protests 
across the State on Satur-
day, has now exposed the 
lack of popularity and sup-
port Sanjay was facing in 
his own party as well. The 
BJP’s Telangana unit, which 
was recently warned by 
union Home Minister Amit 
Shah to settle internal dif-
ferences, proved on Sun-
day that the factionalism 
within its leaders was far 
from over with Nizamabad 
BJP MP Dharmapuri Arvind 
openly criticizing Sanjay 
for his remarks against 
Kavitha. “Being the State 
president of a national 
party, he should have be-
haved more responsibly. I 
do not support his actions. 
Whatever he has said is 

in his individual capacity. 
The party has nothing to 
do with it. He has to come 
out clean on the issue,” 
he said. Arvind, who like 
many other BJP leaders 
has not been happy with 

the functioning style and 
unapologetic behaviour of 
Sanjay, also said the party 
president post was not a 
‘power centre’ but only a 
coordination centre to car-
ry out the instructions of 

the party high command. 
Speaking to the media in 
New Delhi on Sunday, Ar-
vind said Sanjay was hold-
ing a responsible post and 
hence, he was supposed to 
be more responsible and 

careful while making state-
ments as it would affect 
not just his personal repu-
tation but also the image 
of the party. “He has cre-
ated the mess and he him-
self has to come out of it,” 
Arvind said. When he was 
told that some BJP leaders 
had pointed out that San-
jay’s remarks were part of 
a common ‘proverb’ used 
in Telangana, Arvind said 
there were a lot of prov-
erbs which people of the 
State use frequently, but 
one should use those care-
fully without hurting sen-
timents and dignity. “He 
cannot escape by saying 
that it is a common prov-
erb. He should have acted 
responsibly while making 
comments. If he corrects 
himself, it will be better for 
him,” he said.
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Kerala To Set Up Water Kiosks On Streets In 
Anticipation Of Heat Wave

Thiruvananthapuram: 
With many parts of Ker-
ala reeling under intense 
heat, the state govern-
ment on Saturday an-
nounced a series of plans 
including setting up water 
kiosks in local bodies and 
busy commercial streets 
in anticipation of a heat 
wave and possible sun 
stroke. Cold water, butter 
milk and oral rehydration 
solution (ORS) would be 
kept as per requirement 
in these water kiosks, 
known as ‘thanneer pan-
dals” in local parlance, 
across the state. The ki-
osks should be kept open 
till May, Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan direct-
ed in a meeting of State 
Disaster Management 

Authority which was at-
tended by heads of vari-
ous departments and dis-
trict collectorates here. 
District-wise notification 
should be issued to the 
general public about the 
location of such ‘than-
neer pandals’ and public 
buildings and the space 
provided by noble people 
can be used for the same, 
he said. Village panchay-
ats, municipalities and 
corporations would be 
allotted ₹ 2 lakh, 3 lakh 
and 5 lakh respectively 
from the Disaster Re-
sponse Fund in this re-
gard, a CMO statement 
said. Various government 
departments including 
Disaster Management 
Authority, Departments 

of Health, Animal Hus-
bandry, Agriculture, For-
est, Fire and Rescue and 
Local Self Government 
would carry out a com-
prehensive awareness 
drive on heat related is-
sues under the title “Let’s 
Face This Heat”. Service 
of voluntary organisa-
tions and civil defence 
forces would be utilised 
in the drive which would 
begin within one week. 
In the wake of increasing 
fire break incidents, the 
Fire and Rescue person-
nel have been directed 
to conduct a ‘fire audit’ 
of hot spot areas, waste 
treatment plants, govern-
ment offices, hospitals 
and so on and ₹ 10 crore 
would be sanctioned to 

buy necessary equip-
ment and chemicals for 
the same. Police, with the 
support of Fire Force per-
sonnel, should carry out 
immediate inspections in 
firecracker manufactur-
ing and storage units to 
ensure that mandatory 
fire safety measures are 
taken there. Directions 
will be given to conduct 
festivals as per the safety 
criteria guidelines pub-
lished by the State Disas-
ter Management Author-
ity. Directions have also 
been given to prepare 
heat action plans for all 
cities in the state to beat 
the heat, the CMO state-
ment added. Besides the 
CM, the meeting was 
also attended by Revenue 

Minister K Rajan, Agri-
culture Minister P Prasad 
and other higher officials. 
Meanwhile, state DGP 
Anil Kant gave direc-
tions to ensure drinking 
water to those police of-
ficers who work in pub-
lic places and indulge 
in traffic duties to avoid 
dehydration. Those of-
ficers on patrolling and 
beat duty should inform 
the concerned authorities 
about the fire-prone sites 
in their respective area, 
a statement here said. 
Water should be kept in 
small containers in police 
stations and related offic-
es for birds and animals, 
it added.or birds and ani-
mals, it added.

No heads for AP medical colleges; 
in-charges run daily affairs

VIJAYAWADA: Despite 
Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy’s order to 
strengthen the health de-
partment by filling up all 
vacant posts, as many as 
11 posts of medical super-
intendents and principals 
in as many government 
medical colleges and five 
upcoming ones are lying 
vacant. This is seriously 
affecting healthcare in 
the state. Eight posts of 
medical superintendents 
and three posts of princi-
pals in both existing and 
upcoming government 
medical colleges have 
been lying vacant for the 
last five to six months. 
Incharge superintendents 
and principals are han-
dling the day-to-day af-
fairs of these institutions. 
Though the suitable per-

sons have been identified 
for these posts, the direc-
torate of medical edu-
cation is delaying fresh 
postings and encouraging 
the incharges to run the 
medical colleges on an 
ad hoc basis. Health de-
partment sources main-
tain that several eligible 
persons had submitted 
applications to the DME, 
which have not been act-
ed upon. No court cases 
are pending against fill-
ing up of the vacancies in 
the government medical 
colleges. Nor is there any 
other hurdle in any form, 
the sources say. They 
also say the procedure is 
simple for filling up such 
vacancies. While the eli-
gible persons have been 
identified, the departmen-
tal promotion committee 

needs only meet and de-
cide on elevation of eligi-
ble professors as medical 
superintendent and prin-
cipals. The sources note 
that AP is facing a threat 
from the spread of H3N2 
influenza. This makes it 
all the more urgent to fill 
up all vacant posts in the 
medical colleges so that 
the patients would get 
prompt healthcare. All 
government medical col-
leges have attached hos-
pitals taking care of a lot 
of patients. A senior pro-
fessor at a government 
medical college said, “It 
is better to have regular 
heads for government 
medical colleges to take 
quick decisions to deal 
with any health issue. 
The incharges may not 
be able to do so.”

Women cops felicitated by 
commissioner CV Anand

HYDERABAD: Hyderabad 
police commissioner C.V. 
Anand on Thursday called 
upon women from all sec-
tions to shed the gender 
barrier and take up jobs in 
departments like the police 
even while living up to their 
roles in the family. Anand 
urged them to come out of 
the traditional mindset and 
carve a niche in their cho-
sen field. He was speaking 
after felicitating 117 female 
employees in the depart-
ment, ranging from Home 
Guards to inspectors, during 
the International Women’s 
Day celebrations in the city 
police commissionerate. 

He said that of the 18,432 
workforce in the Hyderabad 
police, 11.5 per cent were 
women. He appealed to 
male officers to give space 
to their women colleagues. 
Anand encouraged women 
to take up more field roles 
in law and order, traffic and 

prefer postings in CCS, SB, 
CID and intelligence. “Al-
most all new female SIs 
(2020 batch) are seeking 
deputation to lighter wings. 
After posting Madhulatha 
as the first woman SHO 
ever in the 174-year-old his-
tory of Hyderabad.

Karnataka Congress Leader R Dhruvanarayana Dies
Mysuru: Karnataka 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (KPCC)’s work-
ing president and former 
MP R Dhruvanarayana 
passed away at a hospi-
tal in Mysuru on Satur-
day morning. Doctors 
at DRM Multi Special-
ity Hospital in Mysuru 
confirmed the death of 
the Congress leader. “R 
Dhruvanarayana com-
plained of chest pain, and 
his driver brought him 
to the hospital at around 
6.40 am. But he didn’t 
survive,” Dr Manjunath, 
a doctor at the hospital 
said. Mr Dhruvanarayana 

was a parliamentarian 
from the Chamarajanagar 
Lok Sabha constituency 
from 2009-2019. Con-
gress MP Rahul Gandhi 
condoled Mr Dhruva-
nayana’s death and called 
this a huge loss to the 
party. “Saddened by the 
sudden demise of former 
MP, Shri R Dhruvana-
rayan. A hard-working 
& humble grassroots 
leader, he was a cham-
pion of social justice who 
rose through the ranks of 
NSUI & Youth Congress. 
His passing is a huge loss 
to the Congress party. 
My condolences to his 

family,” Rahul Gandhi 
tweeted. Senior Congress 
leader and Rajya Sabha 
MP Randeep Singh Sur-
jewala also expressed 
condolence over the de-
mise of Dhruvanayana. 
“No words can describe 

the irreparable loss of our 
ever-smiling friend, our 
leader & easily the most 
dedicated foot soldier of 
Congress, Sh. Dhruva-
narayan. Dedicated to 
the cause of the poor, an 
avid champion of down-

trodden, we will miss u 
forever my friend. RIP,” 
he tweeted. Indian Youth 
Congress national presi-
dent Srinivas BV also 
mourned the demise of 
the Karnataka unit Con-
gress leader. “Shocked 
and saddened beyond 
words. My heart breaks 
at the loss of a leader 
like R Dhruvanarayana 
ji, Former MP & KPCC 
Working President. May 
his soul find peace. My 
support and prayers are 
with his family, friends 
and all workers,” he said 
in a tweet. in Kerala be-
cause of their faith.

Regional parties being converted into 
dynastic ones, says BJP chief Nadda

Krishnagiri: BJP national 
president J P Nadda said 
regional parties were no 
more serving regional 
aspirations but now be-
ing converted into dy-
nastic parties. After in-
augurating newly-built 
BJP district offices in 
Tamil Nadu from here 
on Friday, he said the 
BJP was “fighting” these 
“dynastic parties”, in-
cluding the DMK, TMC 

and BRS in Tamil Nadu, 
West Bengal and Telan-
gana, respectively. While 
the Congress was ruling 
Tamil Nadu 60 years ago, 
it was later “uprooted”, 
he added. “How and why 
Congress was uprooted? 
Congress was uprooted 
because they couldn’t 
understand the regional 
aspirations. And regional 
parties came into exis-
tence,” Nadda said. “All 

regional parties are now 
being converted to family 
dynastic parties...they are 
no more for regional as-
pirations. They are there 
only for their daughters 
and sons,” he said. The 
BJP was fighting dynas-
tic parties in many states, 
the BJP chief added. He 
spelled out the acronym 
of ruling DMK in Tam-
il Nadu as -- Dynasty, 
Money Swindling, and 

‘Katta Panchayat’ (Kan-
garoo court). Nadda also 
hailed the BJP’s electoral 
wins in Tripura, Megha-
laya and Nagaland, and 
called this a reflection of 
the people’s thumbs up to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s inclusive model 
of development. and 
called this a reflection of 
the people’s thumbs up to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s inclusive.

Attack on fact-finding team in Tripura ‘highly 
condemnable’, says Kerala CM Vijayan

Thiruvananthapuram: 
Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan has 
condemned the attack 
on the fact-finding teams 
of opposition MPs and 
MLAs in Tripura and al-
leged that “sangh parivar 
goons” were behind the 
“heinous” act. In a tweet 
last night, the Marxist 
veteran said the incident 
highlights the need for 

law and order situation to 
be restored in the north-
eastern state. He also 
urged democratic forces 
to unite to defeat this 
reign of terror in Tripura. 
“The heinous attack by 
Sangh Parivar goons on 
the fact-finding team of 
opposition MPs visiting 
Tripura is highly con-
demnable. It highlights 
the need for law and or-

der to be restored in the 
State. Democratic forces 
should unite to defeat 
this reign of terror in Tri-
pura,” Vijayan said. A 
fact-finding team of MPs 
and MLAs from the Left 
parties and the Congress, 
which arrived to look into 
the post-poll violence in 
Tripura, was attacked in 
Sepahijala district on Fri-
day. None of the eight-

member team was injured 
in the attack, police said. 
During their visit, slo-
ganeering was reported 
and their vehicles were 
attacked by some miscre-
ants. The police escort 
team responded quickly 
and rescued members 
of the delegation safely, 
Tripura police added we 
have not increased.

UNLOCKING POTENTIAL OF FOOD & 
HOSPITALITY SECTOR - AAHAR’2023

New Delhi-12th 
March,2023--The 37th edi-
tion of AAHAR - the Interna-
tional Food and Hospitality 
Fair is an event organized 
by India Trade Promotion 
Organisation (ITPO) and 
supported by the Ministry 
of Food Processing Indus-
tries, Government of India, 
Agriculture and Processed 
Food Products Export 
Development Authority 
(APEDA) and APEX Indus-
try bodies from March 14-
18, 2023 at Pragati Maidan, 
New Delhi.  The event is 

being organized in newly 
built Halls of International 
Exhibition-cum-Conven-
tion Centre (IECC) i.e. Hall 
2,3,4,5,6 & 14 and in Hall 
No. 7,8,9,10,11,12 & 12A at 
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi.
The show has grown by 
leaps and bounds in the 
recent years and has be-
come the ultimate destina-
tion for global vendors and 
Sourcing professionals. 
Apart from opening new 
opportunities for business, 
the fair also offers technol-
ogy innovation, skill de-

velopment and collabora-
tions. In order to promote 
new entrepreneurs, special 
discount of 50% towards 
participation charges is 
being offered to start-ups. 
Grab the opportunity to 
meet the global vendors 
of hotel industry, restau-
rants, catering industry/
institutions and import-
ers, buyers/distributors in 
the food, hospitality and 
equipment sectors. This 
year, the exhibition is be-
ing organized in an area of 
90,000 sq.mtr. as compared 

to 73,000 last year which 
has resulted increase in 
participation from 1200 
to 1500 participants in-
cluding participation from 
overseas companies from 
18 countries viz. Austra-
lia, Brazil, Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, Ma-
laysia, Peru, Russia, South 
Korea, Spain, Sweden, Tai-
wan, Turkiye, UAE, UK and 
USA.  Special emphasis has 
been given to promote 
the millets, as 2023 is de-
clared “International Year 
of Millets”One of emerging 

sector “Plant Based Foods” 
is also representing in the 
AAHAR which will be an 
added attraction to the 
visitors. The fair will open 
from 10.00 am to 6.00 pm 
and the entry will be facili-
tated from Gate 4 (Bhairon 
Road) & Gate 10 (Supreme 
Court Metro Station).  For 
details:-www.indiatrade-
fair.com.  The rate of single 
entry is Rs.300/- and sea-
son ticket valid for all five 
exhibition days is Rs.1000/-
.

Pancreatic diseases on the rise in South India
Hyderabad: The burden 
of pancreatic diseases 
among the southern states 
is on the rise and it has 
the potential to become a 
major public health chal-
lenge in the coming years, 
experts in pancreatic dis-
eases and GI surgery said. 
It is reported that southern 
states have the highest 
incidence of acute pan-
creatitis with 200 cases 
out of 1 lakh population. 
The most common reason 
for acute pancreatitis is 

alcohol consumption and 
gallstones, said experts on 
the concluding day of the 
national conference-work-
shop on ‘Advanced and 

Robotic Pancreatic Surger-
ies’ organised by Yashoda 
Hospitals, Hitec City. “Ev-
ery year almost 1.4 million 
people are diagnosed with 

pancreatic cancer and less 
than 10 per cent live five 
years after diagnosis. Life-
style factors like tobacco 
smoking, heavy alcohol 
consumption, obesity and 
physical inactivity pose 
higher risk. Males above 
50 years of age are at an 
elevated risk,” said Director, 
Yashoda Group of Hospi-
tals, Dr Pavan Gorukanti. 
The workshop organised 
by Yashoda Hospital in 
collaboration with Indian 
Hepato-Pancreato- Bili-

ary surgeons Association 
(IHPBA), featured over 500 
practicing surgeons and 
20 eminent national facul-
ty in the field of pancreatic 
health. It was inaugurated 
by Managing Director, Yas-
hoda Group of Hospitals, 
Dr.G.S.Rao and Dr. Pavan 
Gorukanti in the presence 
of senior surgical gastroen-
terologist and robotic sur-
geon, Dr. Vijaykumar Bada 
and others.

Order to support farmers 

TPCC Revanth Reddy — In-
dian Horizon Bureau Chief 
M.A.Samad : Nizamabad 
March 12 ; TPCC President 
Revanth Reddy said that 
the Warangal Declaration 
was announced as part of 
the Congress manifesto for 
the first time to help the 
farmers.  He was speak-
ing at a meet-and-greet 
program organized with 
farmers at Kamarpally un-
der Nizamabad Parliament 
during the Yatra for Change 
Padayatra.  He claimed that 
Rahul had promised that 
he would be responsible 
for the implementation 
of the Warangal Declara-
tion.  Rahul gave his word 

wearing a scarf which is 
the self-respect of Armoor 
farmers.  Congress has 
given a declaration that 
farmers will be given a loan 
waiver of Rs.2 lakhs.  Under 
Indiramma Rythu Bharosa, 
we will also provide Rs.12 
thousand to landless farm-
ers.  A separate yellow 
board will be set up.  We 
will open the sugar factory 
within six months after 
coming to power.  Con-
gress implements Rythu 
Bhima scheme for farm-
ers.  We will implement 
the crop insurance scheme 
so that the farmer can live 
with self-respect.  State 
and Central Governments 

do not provide Nataka-
ladi crop insurance.  The 
government which does 
not provide crop insur-
ance...will give insurance 
if the farmer dies.  Gov-
ernment’s action of want-
ing farmer’s death is evil.  
Women, SC, ST, Minority, 
BC Commission Law... We 
will set up Rythu Commis-
sion for farmers.  Farmers’ 
problems will be resolved 
through Farmers’ Commis-
sion.  The government is 
declaring a crop holiday 
saying that if you plant rice, 
you will be hanged.  The 
government is conspiring 
to tie agriculture to corpo-
rate.  Congress is coming 
to you with a clear policy 
to help farmers.  Modi and 
Amit Shah are selling the 
country.  Adani and Amba-
ni are buying the country.  
Selling the country to two 
Gujarati investors.  Is this 
the Gujarat model?  There 
are 3 thousand wine shops 
and 6 thousand belt shops 
in the state.  Is this KCR’s 
Telangana model?  Arvind, 
who gave a bond paper 
to bring a yellow board... 
missed his word.  If they 
ask for a yellow board, they 
say that they have brought 
a spice board.  If you look 
at BJP with anger on KCR.. 
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Delhi Lt Governor, AAP Tussle Over 
Delhi’s Water Supply

New Delhi: Delhi Lieu-
tenant Governor V K 
Saxena has written to 
Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal, flagging the 
“miserable hygiene and 
sanitary conditions” at 
the Wazirabad Water 
Treatment Plant which 
supplies drinking water 
to large parts of the na-
tional capital. Reacting 
to the letter, Delhi Water 
Minister Saurabh Bha-
radwaj accused the L-G 
of “playing dirty politics 
over the sensitive issue 

of water supply” and 
claimed that illegal sand 
mining in Haryana was 
blocking the supply of 
Yamuna water towards 
the national capital. In 
what could trigger a fresh 
tussle between the L-G 
and the AAP govern-
ment, Mr Saxena also 
spoke about Delhi Jal 
Board’s “gross inaction” 
in cleaning and desilt-
ing the reservoir pond 
behind the Wazirabad 
barrage which supplies 
water to Wazirabad and 

Chandrawal Water Treat-
ment Plants. He claimed 
that Delhi lost over nine 
lakh million gallons of 
water because the pond 
was not desilted. “It is 
with a sense of deep dis-
tress that I seek your ur-
gent intervention into the 
state of affairs prevalent 
at the Wazirabad Water 
Treatment Plant (WTP) 
and the feeder pond area 
at Wazirabad Barrage, 
that feeds the Wazirabad 
and Chandrawal WTPs,” 
the L-G’s letter read. 
Mentioning his visit to 
the area on March 9, Mr 
Saxena said he witnessed 
“grave dereliction and 
criminal neglect” of the 
WTP and the pond area 
which is resulting in a 
“totally avoidable water 
shortage”. The plant itself 
is marred by rusted and 
trash-ridden reservoirs, 
corroded pipelines, silt-
covered equipment and 
power-guzzling water 
pumps, the letter alleged. 

“Despite a desilting con-
tract being in place since 
2013, no de-siltation took 
place resulting in the 
depth of the pond reduc-
ing from 4.26 metres to a 
mere 0.42 metres during 
the last eight years,” Mr 
Saxena said. In the letter, 
he noted that the desilting 
work was stopped due to 
a stay order from the Na-
tional Green Tribunal in 
September 2014 and was 
restarted after the stay 
was lifted in 2015. “It is 
worth underlining here 
that while in about nine 
months between 2013 
and 2014, five lakh cu-
bic metres of silt was re-
moved, after lifting of the 
stay by hon’ble NGT, in 
the period between 2015 
to 2018, just 1.1 cubic 
metres of silt was re-
moved. “Even thereafter, 
despite no work happen-
ing, it took the DJB about 
four years to terminate 
the contract as late as 
February 2022,” the LG 

said. The pond kept get-
ting silted and shrunk. Of 
the 6.1 lakh cubic metres 
of silt removed between 
the dates when there 
was no stay on desilt-
ing, “good silt” amount-
ing to about three lakh 
cubic metres was sold 
by the contractor and the 
remaining was left at the 
site, which thereafter, re-
clogged the pond area, 
Mr Saxena claimed. “In 
addition to this, natural 
siltation also kept taking 
place and progressively 
led to further shrink-
ing of the pond, thereby 
proportionately reducing 
Delhi’s capacity to hold 
and store water - so es-
sential to maintaining its 
supply, especially during 
time susceptible to the 
shortage,” he said. Mr 
Saxena, in his letter, said 
that Delhi is now faced 
with a situation wherein 
silt amounting to about 
10 lakh cubic metres is 
yet again clogging.

Men need to make city safe for women: 
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal

NEW DELHI: Even if 
the government puts up 
cameras in all corners of 
Delhi, such an effort will 
not amount to much un-
til men pledged to make 
the city safe for women, 
said chief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal at the In-
ternational Women’s Day 
awards ceremony organ-
ised by Delhi Commis-
sion for Women (DCW) 
on Saturday. Delhi safe 
for women GFX Speak-
ing at the event, Kejri-
wal said that DTC buses 
being driven by women 
had become a picture of 
women’s empowerment 
and employment. Many 
people think women can-
not drive buses, but they 
can now see them not 
only operating buses, 
but also flying planes, he 
said. “Today, there are 
34 women bus drivers in 
the city after we began a 
programme to hire them. 
Because a heavy vehicle 
licence costs Rs 12,000-
15,000, we give the li-
cence free to encourage 

more women to take 
up heavy vehicle driv-
ing. When I asked these 
women drivers how they 
were liking their job, they 
all said they were enjoy-
ing it.” The CM added 
that Delhi government 
also deployed women 
marshals for the safety 
of women on the buses 
and installed CCTV 
cameras too. “Many 
women on social me-
dia have expressed how 
safe they felt on DTC 
buses now. They claimed 
to be hesitant to use the 
buses earlier, fearing ha-
rassment. But now, the 
marshals can be alerted 
if they face any harass-
ment,” said Kejriwal. “I 
am glad our experiment 
was successful.” Speak-
ing about installation of 
CCTV cameras across 
the city, Kejriwal said, 
“In the last five years, 
we have installed CCTV 
cameras on a mega scale. 
Now, Delhi has the high-
est per square metre pres-
ence of CCTV cameras 

in the world, more than 
in New York and Paris. 
This is to make women 
feel safer. But even after 
these steps, women in 
Delhi are still unsafe and 
we have to initiate more 
security measures.” Talk-
ing about the recent inci-
dent of a foreign woman 
being molested by Holi 
revellers, the CM said, 
“If we want women to be 
safe, DCW, police, gov-
ernments and especially 
society have to come to-
gether. Every man has to 
make it his responsibil-
ity to ensure a woman’s 
safety,” he said. “Unfor-
tunately in cities, people 
do not bother to help 
others. In many of these 
viral Holi videos, I see 
bystanders who are see-
ing women getting ha-
rassed but are not doing 
anything to stop it. Un-
til all men make it a jan 
andolan to make women 
feel safer in the city, all 
other efforts will go to 
waste. We have to change 
our way of thinking.

“Can Put Me In Jail But...”: AAP’s 
Manish Sisodia On Probe Agency 

New Delhi: Aam Aadmi 
Party leader Manish Si-
sodia, who was arrested 
last month in the Delhi 
liquor policy case, to-
day tweeted to say that 
the probe agency can-
not “break his spirit” by 
keeping him in their cus-
tody. “Sir, you can trouble 
me by putting me in jail. 
But can’t break my spir-
its. The British also gave 
trouble to the freedom 
fighters, but their spirits 
did not break,” a rough 
translation of Mr Sisodia 
tweet in Hindi read. His 
tweet came a day after he 
was sent to the Enforce-
ment Directorate’s cus-
tody for seven days in 
the Delhi liquor policy 
case. The central agency 

arrested the AAP leader 
on Thursday, after hours 
of questioning at Tihar 
Jail. Before that, Mr Si-
sodia was in the custody 
of the Central Bureau of 
Investigation, or CBI, 
which arrested him on 

February 26 over alleged 
corruption in the framing 
of now scrapped Delhi’s 
liquor policy. During the 
hearing yesterday, Mr Si-
sodia’s lawyer slammed 
the ED for considering 
arrest as a right without 

going through the due 
process of law. “It has 
become a fashion these 
days that the agencies 
take arrests as a right. 
It’s time for the courts 
to come down heav-
ily on this sense of en-

titlement,” Mr Sisodia’s 
lawyer Dayan Krishna 
said in the special court. 
The Aam Aadmi Party, 
meanwhile, accused the 
BJP-led Centre, alleging 
that its “only objective 
is to defame” his party. 
“The BJP has co-opted 
and even rewarded some 
of them like Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, Suvendu 
Adhikari, Mukul Roy, 
Narayan Rane, BS Yediy-
urappa and Shivraj Chou-
han,” AAP MP Sanjay 
Singh said. Post a com-
ment Eight opposition 
parties last week wrote 
to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi alleging misuse 
of central investigation 
agencies.

Woman killed 19 years ago in Delhi, 
64-year-old man caught now

NEW DELHI: It took 19 
years for the law to catch up 
with the alleged murderer, 
but Delhi Police luckily 
located him while follow-
ing the possible movements 
of criminals who were ab-
sconding from the law. Na-
render, now 64, had been 
charged with strangulating 
a woman to death in Pas-
chim Vihar in 2004 before 
vanishing with his family. 
Narender was working as 
a salesman in Panchkula, 
Haryana, according to po-
lice. “Our team was closely 
monitoring the movements 
of absconding criminals 
when we discovered that 
Narender was living some-
where in Chandigarh. The 
team gathered informa-
tion through all possible 
means and after a raid in 
Panchkula arrested Naren-
der from Raja Bagh Road 
area,” said Rajiv Ranjan, 
DCP (Special Cell). Almost 

two decades ago on August 
27, 2004, police received 
a call around 1pm about a 
woman found unconscious 
in a flat opposite the Pas-
chim Vihar police station. 
“The woman, 35-year-old 
Praveen, was declared dead 
in hospital. The medical 
examination revealed stran-
gulation marks and scratch 
marks on her chest and 
knee. A blue dupatta had 
been used to strangle her. It 
was still tangled around her 
neck,” said a police officer. 
DCP Ranjan said Praveen 
was the second wife of 
Gulshan, an All India Ra-
dio employee. “She lived 
with Gulshan’s daughter 
and two sons from his pre-
vious marriage. On the day 
of the incident, a man had 
knocked on the door of the 
house and was let in by the 
11-year-old domestic work-
er, who was then sent out 
to buy some articles. When 

the boy returned, he saw the 
man leaving the house and 
Praveen prone in the bed-
room,” said Ranjan. The 
murder suspect was iden-
tified as Narender, whose 
entire family vanished after 
the crime. With his where-
abouts remaining untraced, 
a court declared Narender 
a proclaimed offender on 
February 28, 2007. Ranjan 
Narender filled in the gaps 
during the police interro-
gation. He had been enam-
oured of his friend’s wife, 
but she rebuffed him con-
sistently. On the fateful day, 
when he made a sexual ad-
vance, she threatened to file 
a complaint against him. In 
anger, he pushed her on the 
bed and throttled her with 
her dupatta. He then left the 
house, reached his Vishnu 
Garden home and fled with 
this family to Jammu, from 
where he later reached Lud-
hiana.

Road Caves In Near Hospital In West 
Delhi, Traffic Advisory Issued

New Delhi: Commuters 
are likely to face incon-
venience as a portion of a 
road caved in near Metro 
Hospital on Girdhari Lal 
Goswami marg in West 
Delhi on Sunday, the traf-

fic police said.Taking to 
Twitter, the Delhi Traffic 
Police urged commut-
ers to avoid the stretch.
Movement of Traffic has 
been restricted on Gird-
hari Lal Goswami marg 

in the carriageway from 
Loha Mandi towards 
Shadipur depot due to 
road caved-in near Metro 
Hospital and near New 
Patel Nagar park. Kindly 
avoid the stretch,

Man Stabbed To Death By Sister’s Ex Husband

New Delhi: A 40-year-
old man was stabbed 
to death by his sister’s 
former husband in east 
Delhi’s Kalyanpuri area 
on Saturday, police said. 

The incident happened in 
Block 44 of Kalyanvaas, 
they said, adding the has 
been identified as Neeraj. 
According to police, the 
victim’s relatives have 

alleged that the former 
husband of Neeraj’s sis-
ter, who had come from 
Uttarakhand, was behind 
the incident. They told 
police that the accused 
attacked Neeraj, his wife 
Vimal, 38, and his moth-
er Sunita, 60 at their resi-
dence in east Delhi and 
fled, police said. Neeraj, 
who was taken to hospi-
tal by his son Vineet, was 
declared brought dead by 
the doctors, a senior po-
lice officer said, adding 
the injured are undergo-
ing treatment. Woman 
Stabbed To Death Af-
ter She Rejects Mar-
riage Offer: Bengaluru 

Cops Woman Stabbed 
To Death After She Re-
jects Marriage Offer: 
Bengaluru Cops Delhi’s 
Latest Road Rage Case 
Leaves Man Dead, His 
Brother Injured Delhi’s 
Latest Road Rage Case 
Leaves Man Dead, His 
Brother Injured On Cam-
era, 6 Boys Chase Bike, 
Stab Man On Busy Road 
In Madhya Pradesh On 
Camera, 6 Boys Chase 
Bike, Stab Man On Busy 
Road In Madhya Pradesh 
According to an eyewit-
ness, Neeraj and Vineet 
were deep in sleep on Sat-
urday morning when Ma-
hender entered their flat 

and attacked Neeraj with 
a chopper. When Vineet’s 
grandmother and mother 
came to Neeraj’s rescue, 
the accused also attacked 
them, police said. The 
statement of the eyewit-
ness was recorded and a 
case has been registered 
and an investigation 
has been taken up, they 
said. In another incident, 
a 21-year-old man was 
stabbed to death in the 
Trilokpuri area in east 
Delhi on Saturday after-
noon, police said, adding 
a case has been registered 
and further investigation 
was on.

Delhi Girl,7, Sexually Harassed By 60-Year-Old 
Neighbour

New Delhi: A seven-
year-old girl was alleg-
edly sexually harassed 
by an elderly man in 
north Delhi’s Gulabi 
Bagh area, police said 
on Saturday. The ac-
cused, a 60-year-old 
man, is a neighbour of 
the survivor, and he has 
been arrested, they said. 
On Wednesday night, 
the girl, along with her 
mother, came to a police 

station. Her mother said 
that her daughter, study-
ing in second standard, 
had complained that her 
neighbour was sexually 
harassing her for the past 
eight to 10 days, a se-
nior police officer said. 
On Wednesday, the man 
allegedly undressed her 
and touched her private 
parts. When the girl told 
her mother about it, she 
confronted the accused 

and a quarrel broke 
out between them, po-
lice said. ALSO READ 
Polish Woman Raped, 
Blackmailed By Mum-
bai Man: Police Polish 
Woman Raped, Black-
mailed By Mumbai Man: 
Police 7-Year-Old Raped 
By Drunk Man In Bihar 
On Holi, Her Friend In-
jured 7-Year-Old Raped 
By Drunk Man In Bihar 
On Holi, Her Friend In-

jured Japanese Tourist, 
Who Was Harassed Dur-
ing Holi Celebrations, 
Leaves India Japanese 
Tourist, Who Was Ha-
rassed During Holi Cel-
ebrations, Leaves India 
Police were alerted about 
the quarrel at around 
10.29 pm, they said. 
Based on the woman’s 
statement recorded at the 
police station, a case un-
der section 376.

Delhi’s Minimum Temperature Settles At 
14.9 Degrees, Air Quality Poor

New Delhi: Delhi re-
corded a minimum tem-
perature of 14.9 degrees 
Celsius, one notch above 
the season’s average, 
the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) 
said on Saturday. The 
maximum temperature is 
likely to settle around 32 
degrees Celsius, it said. 
The weathermen have 
predicted mainly clear 

sky during the day. The 
humidity was recorded 
at 90 per cent at 8.30 am. 
The Air Quality Index 
(AQI) in the city at 9 am 
stood at 204, which falls 
in the poor category. An 
AQI between zero and 
50 is considered good, 51 
and 100 satisfactory, 101 
and 200 moderate, 201 
and 300 poor, 301 and 
400 very poor.
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India, Australia Deepening Security Ties 
Amid Tensions With China

Washington: India and 
Australia are deepen-
ing their security and 
economic ties, with 
both countries seeking 
to diversify their export 
markets, shore up sup-
ply chains and upgrade 
their militaries as ten-
sions with China rise, 
The Wall Street Journal 
(WSJ) reported. Austra-
lian Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese on his 
first visit to India since 
2017, said that later in 
2023, India would for 
the first time, participate 
in a major Australian and 
US military exercise. He 
said that Australia and 
India will work together 
on clean energy, includ-
ing manufacturing solar 
panels. Albanese during 

his visit to India attended 
a cricket match and vis-
ited an Indian aircraft 
carrier. He said: “My 
visit reflects my govern-
ment’s commitment to 
place India at the heart 
of Australia’s approach 
to the Indo-Pacific and 
beyond.” Relations be-
tween Australia and India 
have been warm in recent 
years. Along with the US 
and Japan, both coun-
tries are members of the 
Quadrilateral Security 
Dialogue, or the Quad, a 
group of democratic na-
tions aimed at countering 
Chinese expansionism. 
Last year, Australia and 
India signed an interim 
free-trade agreement, 
which eliminated or re-
duced tariffs and duties 

on many of each other’s 
products, according to 
The Wall Street Journal. 
Peter Varghese, chancel-
lor at the University of 
Queensland, who was 
earlier Australia’s High 
Commissioner to India, 
said: “We are in a sweet 
spot in the relationship, 
and it’s certainly the 
strongest it’s ever been in 
the last 75 years of inde-
pendent India.” Both In-
dia and Australia, accord-
ing to The Wall Street 
Journal, have an interest 
in lessening their depen-
dence on China. During 
the Covid-19 pandemic, a 
diplomatic spat prompted 
China, Australia’s largest 
trading partner, to place 
restrictions on Australian 
products such as beef, 
barley, coal and wine. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi after a meeting with 
Albanese, said that secu-
rity cooperation is an im-
portant pillar of the two 
countries’ partnership. 
He noted that the two 
leaders discussed mari-
time security in the Indo-

Pacific and strengthening 
information exchange 
between their security 
agencies. According to 
The Wall Street Journal, 
ties between Australia 
and India have ebbed and 
flowed, with foreign-pol-
icy experts saying it has 
been difficult to move 
beyond what is called the 
three Cs: curry, cricket 
and the Commonwealth 
of Nations, a group of 
former British territories 
that includes Australia 
and India. But the politi-
cal will to deepen ties be-
tween Australia and India 
is clearly there now, ex-
perts said. Harsh V. Pant, 
vice president for foreign 
policy at the New Delhi-
based Observer Research 
Foundation, as quoted 
by WSJ, said: “Certain-
ly, the China factor has 
given a new momentum 
that has galvanized the 
relationship.” He added 
that India, which has 
historically maintained 
a nonaligned status, has 
become much more open 
about its defence .

Modi Government’s Zero-Tolerance Policy 
Towards Terrorism Will Continue 

HYDERABAD: Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Sunday asserted 
that PM Narendra Modi 
government’s policy of 
zero-tolerance towards 
terrorism will continue in 
the times to come. Speak-
ing at the 54th Raising 
Day Parade of CISF here, 
he said separatism, ter-
rorism and anti-national 
activities in any part of 
the country will be dealt 
with firmly. Noting that 
NDA government has 
successfully tackled in-
ternal security challenges 
in the last nine years, the 
union minister affirmed 
that violence is coming 
down substantially in 
Kashmir, while insur-
gency in Northeast and 
Left Wing Extremism-
affected areas has also 
reduced and the people’s 
confidence is increasing. 
The number of people in-
volved in terror activities 
is declining and many are 
laying down arms and 
joining the mainstream, 
he said. For the first time, 
the CISF is holding its 

annual Raising Day cel-
ebrations out of Delhi 
national capital region 
(NCR) at the CISF Na-
tional Industrial Secu-
rity Academy (NISA) 
at Hakimpet here. The 
CISF was set up under 
the act of the Parliament 
of India on March 10, 
1969. Since then, CISF 
Raising Day is being 
celebrated on March 10 
each year. This year the 
CISF`s annual Raising 

Day celebrations in be-
ing held in Hyderabad to-
day. Earlier on Saturday, 
Shah said that the CISF 
forms one of the pillars 
of India`s internal secu-
rity. As per officials, this 
is the first time that CISF 
is be holding the `Raising 
Day` celebrations out-
side the National capital, 
New Delhi. It used to 
be held at CISF ground 
located on the outskirts 
of Delhi, in Ghaziabad. 

Last year, Shah attended 
the 53rd Raising Day 
ceremony of the Central 
Industrial Security Force 
(CISF) at Ghaziabad`s 
Indirapuram. For the last 
couple of years, all para-
military forces are cele-
brating their Raising day 
outside Delhi. On March 
19, CRPF will hold an 
annual Raising Day in 
Chhattisgarh`s Bastar 
district which used to be 
once dominated.

BJP Following Congress’ Footsteps, Will Meet 
Same Fate: Akhiles h On CBI, ED Action

New Delhi: Samajwadi 
Party (SP) president Akh-
ilesh Yadav on Saturday 
(March 9, 2023) slammed 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and said that it is fol-
lowing in the footsteps of 
the Congress in using probe 
agencies to carry out “po-
litical raids”. Replying to 
a reporter’s question about 
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) question-
ing Rashtriya Janata Dal 
(RJD) supremo Lalu Prasad 
Yadav and his wife Rabri 
Devi and issuing summons 
to his son and Bihar Deputy 
Chief Minister Tejashwi 
Yadav, Akhilesh said that 
the saffron party will meet 
the “same fate” as the Con-
gress. The Congress, when 
it was in power, used the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED), CBI, and Income Tax 
department to conduct raids 
on several political leaders 
in the country, the former 
Uttar Pradesh chief minis-
ter told reporters. Central 

probe agencies like the CBI, 
ED, and Income Tax were 
working at the BJP govern-
ment’s behest, he added. 
“The BJP is doing nothing 
new by following the same 
path. If Congress has been 
today razed to the ground, 
the BJP will meet the same 
fate,” Yadav said. Rs 1 crore 
seized, Rs 600 crore detect-
ed in proceeds of crime in 
raids against Lalu Prasad’s 
family: ED With Lalu 
Prasad and his family fac-
ing an ire over the alleged 
land-for-jobs scam, the ED 
on Saturday said it seized 
Rs one crore in “unac-
counted cash” and detected 
proceeds of crime worth Rs 
600 crore after raids against 
them in a related money 
laundering case. The agen-
cy said it is suspected that 
a huge amount of proceeds 
of crime was infused into 
purchasing a house in New 
Friends Colony in south 
Delhi that Prasad’s son Te-
jashwi was using as his resi-

dential property. The house, 
which was among the lo-
cations raided on Friday 
when Yadav was staying 
there, was shown to have 
been acquired at a value of 
a mere Rs 4 lakh while the 
present market value is ap-
proximately Rs 150 crore, 
the agency claimed. An in-
vestigation is underway to 
unearth more investments 
made on behalf of Prasad’s 
family and their associates 
in various sectors, including 
real estate, the ED said in a 
statement. “Searches result-
ed in the recovery of unac-
counted cash of Rs 1 crore, 
foreign currency including 
USD 1,900, 540 gms gold 
bullion and more than 1.5 
kg of gold jewellery worth 
about Rs1.25 crore,” the 
probe agency said “Sev-
eral other incriminating 
documents including vari-
ous property documents, 
sale deeds, etc. Held in the 
names of family members 
(of Lalu Prasad) and be-

namidaars indicating illegal 
accretion of huge land bank 
and electronic devices,” 
it said. It said the raids re-
sulted in the “detection of 
proceeds of crime amount-
ing to about Rs 600 crore at 
this point of time which is 
in the form of immovable 
properties of Rs 350 crore 
and transactions of Rs 250 
crore routed through vari-
ous benamidaars”. Mak-

ing a specific mention of 
Tejashwi Yadav, the ED 
said the property situated at 
D-1088, New Friends Colo-
ny in south Delhi is an inde-
pendent 4-storied bungalow 
registered in the name of A 
B Exports Private Limited 
and is being used by Tejash-
wi Yadav as his residential 
premises. This company has 
been called a “beneficiary 
firm” in this case.

Assam Cops Mistook Farmer 
For Dacoit, Shot Him Dead

Guwahati: A probe into 
the death of a person, 
suspected to be a dacoit, 
in a police encounter in 
Assam’s Udalguri dis-
trict confirmed that it 
was a case of “mistaken 
identity”. The CID probe 
concluded that the person 
killed in the shootout was 
not dacoit Kenaram Boro 
(also known as Kenaram 
Basumatary) but a person 
identified as Dimbeswar 
Muchahary, who his fam-
ily asserted was a “small-

time farmer”. The police, 
however, claimed he was 
also a “hardened crimi-
nal”. The police claimed 
that two policemen were 
also injured in the “shoot-
out” in Dhansirikhuti vil-
lage in Rowta area on 
February 24. The body 
of the dead person was 
initially handed over to 
Boro’s mother after she 
identified him as her son. 
But after the final rites, 
Muchahary’s family 
claimed it was their son. 

A police complaint was 
filed, following which 
Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma ordered a 
CID probe, which be-
gan on March 2. Subse-
quently, the body was 
exhumed, a DNA analy-
sis was conducted and it 
was found that the body 
was of Muchahary and 
not of Boro, the police 
said. A former member 
of the banned outfit Na-
tional Democratic Front 
of Bodoland, Kenaram 
Boro is wanted in several 
cases of armed robberies 
in Assam and Meghala-
ya. He was arrested ear-
lier with firearms on sev-
eral occasions, the police 
officer said. Post a com-
ment Muchahary alias 
Gobla was also a “hard-
ened criminal” and was  
arrested with firearms 
earlier. Both were shown 
as absconders in a case, a 
police official said.

Japanese woman who was molested on Holi 
opens up after leaving India

The 22-year-old Japa-
nese woman who was 
harassed on the streets of 
India’s capital New Delhi 
during the Holi celebra-
tion has finally opened 
up about the incident. In-
dia was outraged after a 
video of a group of men 
forcefully smearing co-
lours, smashing an egg 
on her head and grop-
ing her went viral. The 
girl, named Megumi (as 
per her Twitter ID), had 
shared the video of the 
incident on the social 

media platform, but she 
deleted it shortly after-
wards, saying that she 
was “terrified” by the 
responses to the video, 
and thus decided to re-
move the tweet. She also 
described the whole in-
cident as “unfortunate”. 
“On March 9th, I tweet-
ed a video of the Indian 
festival Holi, but after 
that, the number of RTs 
and DMs increased more 
than I had imagined, and 
I was terrified, so I de-
leted the tweet,” a rough 

translation available of 
her tweet said. “I sin-
cerely apologize to those 
who were offended by 
the video,” she said.  (@
megumiko_india) March 
11, 2023 × Talking about 
the incident, Megumi 
said that she “participat-
ed in the festival with 35 
of her friends”. Mutiny at 
BBC after anchor pulled 
from football show “I 
had heard that it was very 
dangerous for a woman 
to go out alone during 
the daytime at the Holi 

festival, an Indian festi-
val that I participated in, 
so I participated in the 
event with a total of 35 
other friends,” she said. 
Also read | Three arrested 
in India’s Delhi for ha-
rassing Japanese woman 
on Holi The 22-year-old 
foreigner also expressed 
her love for India saying, 
“I love everything about 
India, I have been there 
many times and it is a 
fascinating country. India 
and Japan will forever be 
‘Tomodach.

DCW chief Swati Maliwal speaks of childhood 
sexual assault by father

Delhi Commission for 
Women (DCW) chief 
Swati Maliwal made a 
big revelation on Satur-
day (March 11) as she 
said that she was sexual-
ly assaulted by her father 
in her childhood. Mali-
wal said that the trauma 
gave her the strength 
to fight for the rights of 
women and children. The 
DCW chief was speaking 
with the reporters after 
the DCW International 
Women’s Day Awards 
ceremony in New Delhi. 
She said that she faced 

abuse till the time she was 
in fourth grade in school. 
“I was sexually assaulted 
by my father when I was 
a child. I was very small 
at that time. My father 
used to beat me up and 
I used to hide under the 
bed to save myself,” 
she said. “While hiding 
under the bed, I used to 
think how I will teach a 
lesson to such men who 
abuse women and chil-
dren, and how I can help 
women get their rights,” 
she said. Narrating her 
ordeal, Maliwal said that 

her father would grab her 
by her braid and slam her 
against the wall, lead-
ing to severe bleeding. 
“This happened till I was 
in Class 4,” she recalled. 
Talking to Press Trust of 

India later, she said that 
she knows that she will 
be subjected to trolling 
after narrating her child-
hood trauma but added as 
a public figure, it was her 
duty to talk about it.

Why do street dogs bite?
Periodic furores over street 
dogs biting humans raise 
the question of whether 
they are innately ferocious 
and a menace to people. 
Konrad Lorenz (1903-
1989) wrote in Man Meets 
Dog, “The whole charm of 
the dog lies in the depth 

of the friendship and the 
strength of the spiritual ties 
with which he has bound 
himself to man.” Lorenz 
should know. An Austrian 
zoologist, ethnologist and 
ornithologist, and recipi-
ent of the 1973 Nobel Prize 
in Physiology or Medicine 

along with Nikolaas Tin-
bergen and Karl Von Frisch, 
he is regarded as one of 
the founders of modern 
ethnology as well as the 
study of animal behaviour. 
There have been innumer-
able instances of dogs 
dying or risking death to 

save humans. JN Gupta, a 
member of the Indian Civil 
Service, was commissioner 
of the Burdwan division in 
Bengal in the early 1920s. 
His official residence was 
at a place called Chinsurah 
on the Ganges, in which he 
bathed every day. One eve-

ning, a crocodile moved 
to attack him. While the 
others watched in horror 
from the shore, a stray dog, 
whom he fed occasionally, 
jumped on the head of 
the crocodile. This disori-
ented the latter so com-
pletely that Gupta could 

wade ashore, where the 
stray dog joined him with 
a leap. Thenceforward, 
he became a much-loved 
member of the Gupta fam-
ily. In Drawing the Line: Sci-
ence and the Case for Ani-
mal Rights, Steven M Wise, 
founder and president of 

the United States-based 
Nonhuman Rights Proj-
ect, and a noted scholar 
of jurisprudence pertain-
ing to animal issues, cited 
the instance of the prima-
tologist, Roger Fout’s dog, 
Brownie, diving under the 
family’s backing pick-up 

truck which was about to 
hit his nine-year-old broth-
er Ed. He quotes Fout, who 
was then four years old, 
as writing subsequently 
that not a family member 
“doubted for a while that 
Brownie had sacrificed her 
own life.
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Look Out, Notes Ban 
Will Test Marriages Too
One unintended con-
sequence of the Modi 
government’s ban on 
the existing 500 and 
1000-rupee notes is put-
ting an end to “financial 
infidelity”. During my 
earlier career in the tax 
department, I carried 
out several search op-
erations (euphemism for 
“raids”) and nary was a 
house in which we did 
not find the housewife 
with a secret stash of 
money of which the hus-
band had no knowledge 
whatsoever. This “rainy 
day” fund, which most 
housewives liked to call 
it (rightly so), was fi-
nanced in part by skim-
ming off the household 
budget given to them by 
their breadwinner hus-
bands, with the balance 
coming from gifts from 
parents and relatives, 
again behind the back 
of the husbands. The 
cache would be secreted 
among her clothes, in 
the box bed, in her suit-
case placed in the loft, 
in plastic pouches bur-
ied deep in rice or flour 
canisters in the kitchen, 
you name it. Some even 
had lockers in which to 
stow their booty, the key 
safely hidden from the 
spouse but, ultimately, 
not the taxman. Many 
housewives preferred 
to convert the cash into 
jewelry. But in that 
case, there was no need 
to hide it. The husband 
wouldn’t have known 
any better. In this case 
too, the husband was 
unaware of its anteced-
ents. We used to jok-
ingly refer to such cash/
jewelry as “Number 
teen ka paisa.” It was 
my misfortune to wit-
ness the consequences 
of the discovery. Very 
few husbands took it 
well. There would be 
screaming and shout-
ing, foul-mouthing, and 
in some cases, even 
punching and beating, 
which of course we im-
mediately stopped. The 
presence of police es-
cort very rarely acted as 
a deterrent to what the 
husbands perceived as 
breach of trust and lack 
of faith. We knew that 
as soon as we left, the 
fighting would resume. 
Why do housewives re-
sort to such clandestine 
squirreling? The answer 
is obvious. Some save 
for that rainy day, for 
that emergency when 
funds may be required 
in a hurry, some for 
their children’s future; 
some to indulge occa-
sionally in clothes, jew-
elry, handbags, shoes. It 
gives them financial and 
emotional comfort, pro-
vides a safety net, gives 
them a cushion, makes 

them feel less depen-
dent. All noble objec-
tives, nothing sinister. 
But since almost all 
raids take place on the 
business class, usually 
the household expens-
es (and consequently, 
the diverted funds) are 
from unaccounted funds 
(“black money”), and 
get seized. No house-
wife keeps proof of gifts 
received from her fam-
ily, which are also usu-
ally in “black.” So it’s a 
double whammy for her 
- her carefully seques-
tered funds get confis-
cated and her marriage 
takes a beating. Raids 
are few and far between. 
Only some out of the 
several lakh tax pay-
ers are made unwilling 
hosts to the early morn-
ing tax brigade. But the 
government’s move to 
ban currency notes has 
covered everybody, 
and housewives are not 
smiling. Neither are 
their husbands. In one 
fell sweep, the winds 
of demonetization have 
blown away their clan-
destine financial nest 
to smithereens. Sure, 
they can deposit up to 
2.5 lakh rupees without 
raising any eyebrows, 
but there are a signifi-
cant number out there 
who have saved more. 
Plus, their husbands 
are now in the know 
and going forward, this 
clandestine scrimp-
ing will see a dip. PM 
Modi Inaugurates 118-
km Bengaluru-Mysuru 
Expressway PM Modi 
Inaugurates 118-km 
Bengaluru-Mysuru Ex-
pressway Terrorism, 
Anti-National Activi-
ties In The Country Will 
Be Dealt With Firmly: 
Amit Shah Terrorism, 
Anti-National Activi-
ties In The Country Will 
Be Dealt With Firmly: 
Amit Shah India vs 
Australia: Amid Bowl-
ers’ Struggle, Aakash 
Chopra’s Cryptic Take 
On Ahmedabad Pitch 
India vs Australia: Amid 
Bowlers’ Struggle, 
Aakash Chopra’s Cryp-
tic Take On Ahmedabad 
Pitch Another typical 
Indian institution which 
has suffered is the “kit-
ty”, a social and finan-
cial grouping of like-
minded people (there 
are wives’ kitties, there 
are couples’ kitties) who 
meet up regularly. They 
contribute a fixed sum 
(in cash) to the pot (the 
kitty), ranging from a 
few thousands to lakhs. 
At every meeting, chits 
are drawn, and the win-
ner receives the total 
deposit. This amount - 
a loan of sorts - is then 
invested in business, or 
for any large.

India’s Risky Plan Betting On A Mild Omicron
The party is over. Covid 
is back with a bang and 
we could be getting into a 
worse outbreak than sum-
mer this year. Yet, with 
everyone sounding the 
alarm, why are we all so 
complacent? Markets are 
full of unmasked people, 
airfares have surged with 
demand, and partying is 
at its peak as we head to 
the end of the year. Yes, 
we the people seem to be 
blase about another wave 
despite the world warn-
ing us of a potential di-
saster. But we were like 
that before this summer, 
until the funeral pyres 
brought home the reality. 
With the relatively small 
numbers (126 Omicron 
cases so far), we probably 
feel there is no real wave. 
Unfortunately, the reality 
could be quite different. 
First, Omicron positivity 
only comes after four or 
five rounds of genome 
testing, so the 126 could 
be two to four multiples 
of that. Second, given 
that many of the symp-
toms seem mild, many 
people may not be test-
ing. Third, as WHO chief 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebr-
eyesus put it, “The reality 
is that Omicron is prob-
ably in most countries.... 
we have a more transmis-
sible virus, we could be 
setting ourselves up for 
a very dangerous situa-
tion.” Frankly, we cannot 
afford a repeat of what 
happened earlier this 
year. Even if Omicron is 
just a milder version, we 
know it is more virulent, 

spreading more than 5.5 
times faster than Delta 
and doubling every 1.5-3 
days. The government’s 
own estimates using UK 
data suggest Omicron 
is affecting 1.4 million 
people daily. Given that 
it takes 10 days to be rid 
of the virus, that means at 
any given time we could 
have 25 million people 
afflicted by the variant. 
To put that in perspec-
tive, that’s the population 
of Australia. sond4jsc 
India’s Omicron COV-
ID-19 count rose to 126 
on Saturday after Karna-
taka and Kerala reported 
six and four cases respec-
tively. After two years of 
lockdowns and restric-
tions, the economy is just 
about getting back on 
its feet. Another big Co-
vid blow will knock out 
whatever little resilience 
there is left, especially 
in construction, retail, 
hospitality and MSME 
sectors, which provide 
the bulk of employment 
in urban India. Despite 
both WHO and the G-7 
calling this ‘wave’ disas-
trous, there seems to be 
complacency both with-
in the populace and the 
government, very similar 
to what we saw in March, 
when celebrating Holi, 
weddings and holding 
election rallies seemed 
to be the big concern. To-
day, Holi is replaced by 
Christmas and the New 
Year, and weddings and 
election rallies continue. 
Strangely, the Health 
Ministry, in its press con-

ference on Friday, played 
both sides of the coin; it 
sounded the alarm that 
we could be overrun by 
another wave - a brilliant 
bureaucratic cover in 
case things go awry - and 
yet offered solicitous ad-
vice on how to tackle the 
situation; avoid unneces-
sary travel, reduce party-
ing, follow Covid norms, 
get vaccinated etc etc. 
It also rejected the pos-
sibility of booster shots 
for health and frontline 
workers, as well as for 
senior citizens (like the 
writer) until everyone is 
vaccinated. The desire to 
get everyone vaccinated 
is understandable, even a 
noble goal. But we have 
only fully vaccinated 
39% of the total popula-
tion or 57% of the adult 
population (see below). 
At our current rate of vac-
cinations, we are unlike-
ly to reach the target of 
all adults before March. 
The whole population? 
Never. 29h75ptg Partly, 
we have lost the oomph 
of vaccination. gdh8ijh 
Almost 120 million peo-
ple haven’t turned up for 
their second shot. The 
vaccination rate has fall-
en from an average of 8 
million shots a day in Oc-
tober to 6-7 million now. 
And we are not keeping 
pace with most countries 
in our overall drive to 
vaccinate. 42j1hng Even 
in the West, the vaccina-
tion levels aren’t going 
to reach 100%. Yet most 
of these countries have 
started the booster shot. 

In Britain, which is fac-
ing a huge outbreak, they 
have already managed to 
give 50% of the popula-
tion boosters, without 
waiting for the 15% who 
haven’t got vaccinated. 
So, for the government 
to hide behind the curtain 
of completing vaccina-
tions before giving the 
booster shot is like wait-
ing to eliminate poverty. 
There is an issue that a 
Covishield booster to 
those vaccinated with 
Covishield is not seen 
as the most effective 
booster, although stud-
ies do show that it does 
help (1). Since 90% of 
the vaccinations are Co-
vishield, the government 
needs an alternative. The 
first alternative is stop 
further Covaxin vaccina-
tions (except the second 
shot) and use it for the 28 
million health and front-
line workers who are al-
ready vaccinated. Bharat 
Biotech says it will pro-
duce 80 million doses 
this month, so there 
should be adequate sup-

ply to kick off this part. 
Giving these two groups 
boosters immediately is 
absolutely necessary. For 
many of them it’s nine 
months or more since 
they were vaccinated. All 
studies show consider-
able waning in immunity 
after 6 months, which 
means this group needs a 
booster shot, Omicron or 
no Omicron. Delta is still 
around, so why should 
these workers risk their 
well-being because the 
government has some 
nebulous aim of total 
vaccination? The risk of 
them falling to Omicron 
could potentially bring 
our medical system to its 
knees, especially if we 
have an outbreak of the 
proportions that the gov-
ernment is saying is pos-
sible. The doctors’ body 
has been demanding this 
for a few weeks, and they 
know what’s good; they 
have to face the public, 
not bureaucrats isolated 
in their bunkers. Covax-
in, along with the WHO-
cleared Covavax (which 

SII is producing and is 
said to have adequate 
stocks of - about 250 mil-
lion shots) is also seen as 
a very effective booster 
(1), and should be enough 
to give the third shot for 
the elderly and immune-
compromised without 
affecting the availability 
of vaccines for those not 
vaccinated or fully vac-
cinated. There must be 
some other reason the 
government isn’t pushing 
for the booster. Could it 
be money? The Business 
Standard (2) estimates 
that having spent ₹ 
50,000 crore on vaccines 
so far, they would need 
another ₹ 10,000 crore 
to pay for the boosters. 
Given how stingy the 
Finance Ministry has 
been on Covid-related 
spends (yes, we did get 
long plaintive lectures 
that professed crores and 
crores for everyone, but 
most of it was just re-
worked numbers, little 
extra came out of the 
kitty) would they, six 
weeks before the Budget, 
be willing to disturb the 
delicate deficit balance? 
Why are they unwilling 
to act more decisively 
to prevent another wave, 
instead of just offering a 
set of homilies in press 
conference? Where is the 
Health Minister? Who-
ever he is, since no one 
has seen or heard of him 
(oops, sorry! he was do-
ing press ups in Madhya 
Pradesh).

Lockdown Tales - 40 Days To Nirvana
What my grandmother 
was unable to achieve, 
what my wife hasn’t suc-
ceeded in doing in 40 
years, seven weeks of 
lockdown have. From 
being a hard-drinking, 
red meat-eating, exer-
cise-eschewing and late-
sleeping grumponamus, 
I have almost completed 
the circle of virtue and 
am waiting for the an-
gels to descend from 
heaven and place above 
my head a shining halo. 
And if my astrologer is 
right I only need to wait 
until Buddh Purnima 
on the 7th for this event 
to happen. All good, as 
we have been taught in 
many boring moral sci-
ence classes, begins from 
something bad. And so 
it is with my journey to 
halodom. By the ides of 
March (that fateful day 
that saw Julius Caesar 
et tu brute-d) my wife 
had decided that wheth-
er the nation was doing 
it or not we were go-
ing into total lockdown. 
She feared that with me 
on the wrong side of 65 
and one who had smoked 
more than a packet a day 
for more than 40 years 
of my life, and weighed 
in at a scale tilting 108, I 
would be ‘right pickings’ 
for the coronavirus. And 
so it came to pass that a 
week before the joyous 
day of bartan banging I 
was confined to quarters. 
As they say, behind ev-
ery jailed man there is a 
successful woman. So by 
the time the Prime Min-
ister delivered his late 
evening message of stay 
home, stay well, I had 

already overcome the ini-
tial frustration of being 
caged and was beginning 
to look at how time could 
pass by without the three 
of us (my daughter is by 
our side) coming to body 
blows. Because of my 
grandmother’s foresight 
and father’s diligence, 
we had enough space to 
spread ourselves in rea-
sonable comfort and out 
of sight. I added to this 
my own special touch 
of running my own life 
cycle, of sleeping late, 
waking up later, having a 
healthy afternoon snooze 
etc, that managed to re-
duce the hours of con-
tact and conflict to a bare 
minimum. Like the song 
I would sing to them at 
night -- “Main jagoon tu 
so jaaye…” 9468dma4 
The coronavirus lock-
down was imposed on 
March 25 and it has been 
extended twice To this life 
of extreme indulgence I 
threw in what these days 
is called disruption, real-
ising that if I only added 
eating and drinking to the 
above, I would end up, 
post-confinement, too 
large even to fit into a 
business class seat. I thus 
launched project drop-a-
few-kilos. I did this with 
such vigour that after the 
first few weeks of trun-
dling up and down our 
drawing room I began 
to see a rut forming on 
the floor. Unfortunately, 
my shaving off some ce-
ment from a 40-year-old 
floor did not seem to be 
enough to shave an inch 
off the waist. As luck 
would have it, the first 
few weeks of the lock-

down supplies of essen-
tial items like chicken, 
fish, lamb and eggs were 
not easy to come by and 
we were reduced to a diet 
of ghas-phus. This was 
a good thing, because 
it sent me back to my 
school hostel days when 
you simply had to dunk 
your roti in the dal and 
munch it like a trooper. 
And so, with no butter 
chicken, no seekh kebab 
rolls, no three-egg om-
elettes or fried fish, the 
desire to eat began to 
fade. And before tears, 
dear reader, run down 
your face, the worst is 
yet to come. Having sent 
away all daily help, we 
were left with our ar-
thritic maid of 30 years 
and it seemed unfair to 
ask her for too much. My 
wife decided that “too 
much” was dinner. With 
one deft stroke that was 
abolished. Instead I was 
presented, in a take-it-or-
leave-it manner, a bowl 
of soup, that too, seldom 

with a toast (bread was 
in short supply). I had 
begun to feel like a very 
large Oliver Twist. kleqj-
mag The government has 
eased some lockdown 
rules as it was extended 
for a second time With 
the powers-that-be hav-
ing applied on India the 
Gujarat model, by taking 
alcohol off the essential 
items list, I realised that 
my stock, which had run 
low and was meant to 
have been replenished 
after the clapping and 
clanging day, was unlike-
ly to survive the battle of 
the coronavirus.  I knew 
some friends would hap-
pily use their drones to 
drop supplies to me, but 
I felt I may as well win 
more favour from my 
wife. Each evening at 
eight, the ice and soda 
were laid; I would dili-
gently pour a spoon of 
lemon juice in each glass, 
a large cube of ice fol-
lowed by a dash of bitters 
(angostura), two slices of 

lime, and then... wait for 
it…the hissing sound of 
soda mixing with lemon. 
As this exercise was com-
pleted I could see the as-
tonished look on Johnny 
Walker’s face, as if to say 
- “Come on, I didn’t doff 
my hat for that? Don’t 
be a wimp”. Alas, I was 
already on the treadmill 
of virtue and more than 
willing to sacrifice, for 
some self-seeking nirva-
na. All is not lost. In fact, 
some has been. The wad-
dling, the forsaking and 
prison fare slowly began 
to yield gram by painful 
gram. Each morning one 
could see the scale move 
minutely to the left, a kilo 
at a time, until suddenly 
the arrow slipped below 
100! ‘twas an amazing 
sight and truly needed 
to be celebrated. Imme-
diately I added a six-egg 
bhujiya and parathas to 
the lunch menu, grabbed 
a beer from the fridge 
and turned on the six-
ties’ radio station. Life 

was worth living once 
again. fgcqq81c The 
government has said the 
pan-India lockdown has 
been able to slow down 
the number of cases Sud-
denly shirts and trousers 
that I hadn’t worn for 
two years were put on 
and I paraded them up 
and down the house as 
if I was modelling at the 
New York fashion week. 
I realized if this summer 
I just managed to stay 
where I had reached, I 
would not need to buy 
new clothes, because the 
cupboards were full of 
those that I bought prom-
ising myself I would 
squeeze into them some 
day but never did. Now I 
could. So as we head into 
the third phase of lock-
down, while Lucifer is 
throwing open the bar and 
tempting me to partake, 
more worrying is that the 
weight loss has plateaued 
and the six kilometres 
of trough building a day 
is not burning anything. 
I’m told I should try in-
terval training, but that 
seems somewhat dif-
ficult to achieve in 15 
feet. Why they can’t al-
low people to walk in the 
parks or within colonies 
is mind-boggling. But 
when those that make the 
rules live in bungalows 
with much acreage, why 
should they worry about 
such pedestrian matters. 
P.S. -- If truth be told, my 
wife and daughter baked 
chocolate cake, focac-
cia bread and pulled out 
a nice 18-year-old malt 
for my 68th birthday. My 
sister added cream chick-
en and champagne. 
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Dragon of Arabia: Why Saudi-Iran peace deserves two cheers, not three
What happens when you 
throw a stone into a 
pond? It causes ripples 
that last a while, of 
course. Now, let us get 
philosophical and re-
member that the stone in 
question could be a burn-
ing piece of coal, a piece 
of hard rock, a crystal 
ball or a many-faceted 
diamond. We need to un-
derstand the pond and the 
stone to figure out the 
ripples. These thoughts 
come to mind in a week-
end of geopolitical sur-
prise in which Saudi Ara-
bia and Iran have shed 
their long-standing ani-
mosity and six years of a 
rift to resume diplomatic 
relations. This should 
ideally be good news in a 
world scarred by the 
Ukraine war. But the 
catch is that the deal has 
been brokered by China 
and brings closer a cou-
ple of authoritarian re-
gimes. Here’s where we 
need to realise that noth-
ing is what it seems or 
may be. Memories flood 
in of charismatic British 
military officer Thomas 
Edward Lawrence, made 
immortal by David Lean 
in his Oscar-winning 
Lawrence of Arabia 
(which remains my fa-
vourite war epic). Law-
rence befriended Arab 
tribes during the First 
World War to help the 
founding of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia in 1932. 
He offered critical sup-
port for an Arab revolt to 
fight the Ottoman Empire 
built by Turkey, only to 
usher in a new phase of 
Muslim rivalry in the re-
gion that Americans un-
derstandably call the 
Middle East. I remember 
that in the 1970s and 80s 

then prime minister Indi-
ra Gandhi used to care-
fully refer to the region 
as West Asia, but in a 
world dominated by a US 
worldview, it was only 
symbolic that many 
Asians east of the Suez 
Canal would still call the 
region as the Middle 
East. Points of view and 
perceptions play a key 
role in geopolitics and di-
plomacy, and it makes 
sense to remember that 
one woman’s West Asia 
is another woman’s Mid-
dle East. And so, the Chi-
nese role in the region 
can be seen as a case of 
expansionism in a new 
Cold War, though we can 
be sure that the Beijing 
mandarins in charge will 
say little and smile a lot. 
It also shows that having 
withdrawn from Afghan-
istan and being preoccu-
pied with domestic poli-
tics, the US is 
increasingly leaving be-
hind a diplomatic vacu-
um in which China is 
happy to leave a dragon 
footprint. We had all 
along thought of Saudi 
Arabia as possibly the 
closest to Washington in 
the Trump years, when 
Sunni Muslim-led Ri-
yadh was relentlessly 
bombing the Shia region 
of Yemen, irking fellow 
Shia zone Iran. Any nor-
malisation of relations 
between Saudis and Ira-
nians is good for a cease-
fire in Yemen but will be 
met with caution in the 
US, whose tensions with 
Iran are well-known. 
Money, oil and long-
robed Arabs fighting tur-
baned Iranians seeking 
nuclear arms can make 
for fine Hollywood thrill-
ers. Are we now looking 

at a Chinese James Bond 
or T. E. Lawrence some-
where? Is the so-called 
Asian century ushering in 
a new version of world 
domination? Is there a 
new masala script some-
where for Bollywood that 
is increasingly ambitious 
in telling stories in its 
own style? Foreign poli-
cy wonks will say what 
they often do, expressing 
understandable scepti-
cism on the durability of 
any peace in the Middle 
East. Israel, no friend of 
Iran, will watch all this 
with a predictable mix of 
hostility and aggression. 
A Russia-North Korea-
China-Iran-Saudi axis 
may yet spur one more 
Third World War-based 
doomsday fiction on col-
luding dictators. But nei-
ther the UK nor the US 
seems to be in the mood 
to send a Rambo or James 
Bond to counter a Chi-
nese villain in the new 
world. All we can say is 
that we are entering a 
new normal in geopoli-
tics, and India must feel 
lonelier than ever before 
as someone wary of Chi-
na’s increasing global 
role. However, India has 
plenty of diplomatic 
strengths. It is a friend of 
Iran except when forced 
by sanction-wielding Un-
cle Sam. It has excellent 
diplomatic relations with 
both Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates 
despite its current gov-
ernment under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
suffering criticism as be-
ing anti-Muslim. China’s 
new role as a global in-
terlocutor shows that, af-
ter wielding economic 
power in Africa and Asia, 
it is slowly testing the 

waters in West Asia. This 
would make India re-cal-
ibrate some of its posi-
tions in West Asia. The 
disturbing part lies in the 
fact that neither Saudi 
Arabia nor Iran is a lib-
eral state. Iran’s Islamist 
democracy is not a com-
fortable one for modern 
nations, as recent protests 
surrounding the plight of 
women in the country 
have clearly shown. Sau-
di Arabia remains an au-
thoritarian state in effect 
led by a feared prince in 
Mohammed Bin Salman, 
who justifies human 
rights violations such as 
the murder of dissidents 
in the name of reform. 
One way to look at all 
this is that only India, 
with its long history of 
familiarity with many 
facets of Islamic history 
and philosophy, is excel-
lently placed to intellec-
tually carve a place for 
itself in the new geopo-
litical normal. The Saudi-
Iran reconciliation must 
be welcomed with peace 
and trade in mind. But a 
peace that reeks of injus-
tice towards women or 
dissenting voices is not 
what the doctor ordered 
for West Asia. Perhaps 
we need a new-age Unit-
ed Nations in which the 
old-world post-colonial 
good manners need to be 
revisited in favour of a 
new order in which multi-
party democracy, wom-
en’s rights and legitimate 
dissent have a more 
prominent place.tury 
ushering in a new version 
of world domination? Is 
there a new masala script 
somewhere for Bolly-
wood that is increasingly 
ambitious in telling sto-
ries in its own style? For-

eign policy wonks will 
say what they often do, 
expressing understand-
able scepticism on the 
durability of any peace in 
the Middle East. Israel, 
no friend of Iran, will 
watch all this with a pre-
dictable mix of hostility 
and aggression. A Rus-
sia-North Korea-China-
Iran-Saudi axis may yet 
spur one more Third 
World War-based dooms-
day fiction on colluding 
dictators. But neither the 
UK nor the US seems to 
be in the mood to send a 
Rambo or James Bond to 
counter a Chinese villain 
in the new world. All we 
can say is that we are en-
tering a new normal in 
geopolitics, and India 
must feel lonelier than 
ever before as someone 
wary of China’s increas-
ing global role. However, 
India has plenty of diplo-
matic strengths. It is a 
friend of Iran except 

when forced by sanction-
wielding Uncle Sam. It 
has excellent diplomatic 
relations with both Saudi 
Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates despite its 
current government un-
der Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi suffering 
criticism as being anti-
Muslim. China’s new 
role as a global interlocu-
tor shows that, after 
wielding economic pow-
er in Africa and Asia, it is 
slowly testing the waters 
in West Asia. This would 
make India re-calibrate 
some of its positions in 
West Asia. The disturb-
ing part lies in the fact 
that neither Saudi Arabia 
nor Iran is a liberal state. 
Iran’s Islamist democra-
cy is not a comfortable 
one for modern nations, 
as recent protests sur-
rounding the plight of 
women in the country 
have clearly shown. Sau-
di Arabia remains an au-

thoritarian state in effect 
led by a feared prince in 
Mohammed Bin Salman, 
who justifies human 
rights violations such as 
the murder of dissidents 
in the name of reform. 
One way to look at all 
this is that only India, 
with its long history of 
familiarity with many 
facets of Islamic history 
and philosophy, is excel-
lently placed to intellec-
tually carve a place for 
itself in the new geopo-
litical normal. The Saudi-
Iran reconciliation must 
be welcomed with peace 
and trade in mind. But a 
peace that reeks of injus-
tice towards women or 
dissenting voices is not 
what the doctor ordered 
for West Asia. Perhaps 
we need a new-age Unit-
ed Nations in which the 
old-world post-colonial 
good manners need to be 
revisited in favour of a 
new order in which multi-

party democracy, wom-
en’s rights and legitimate 
dissent have a more 
prominent place. China’s 
new role as a global in-
terlocutor shows that, af-
ter wielding economic 
power in Africa and Asia, 
it is slowly testing the 
waters in West Asia. This 
would make India re-cal-
ibrate some of its posi-
tions in West Asia. The 
disturbing part lies in the 
fact that neither Saudi 
Arabia nor Iran is a lib-
eral state. Iran’s Islamist 
democracy is not a com-
fortable one for modern 
nations, as recent protests 
surrounding the plight of 
women in the country 
have clearly shown. Sau-
di Arabia remains an au-
thoritarian state in effect 
led by a feared prince in 
Mohammed Bin Salman, 
who justifies human 
rights violations such as 
the murder of dissidents 
in the name of reform. 
One way to look at all 
this is that only India, 
with its long history of 
familiarity with many 
facets of Islamic history 
and philosophy, is excel-
lently placed to intellec-
tually carve a place for 
itself in the new geopo-
litical normal. The Saudi-
Iran reconciliation must 
be welcomed with peace 
and trade in mind. But a 
peace that reeks of injus-
tice towards women or 
dissenting voices is not 
what the doctor ordered 
for West Asia. Perhaps 
we need a new-age Unit-
ed Nations in which the 
old-world post-colonial 
good manners need to be 
revisited in favour of a 
new order in which multi-
party democracy, wom-
en’s rights.

The Pandemic and Lockdown Have Been 
Catastrophic for India’s Pre-Schoolers

The results of the first post-
pandemic Annual Status of 
Education Report (ASER) 
are out but the situation may 
be even worse than what the 
2023 survey has captured. 
Chinese Construction of 
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port a problem Language 
Share Vidverto Player As 
an educationist of 45 years 
standing, the question I 
ask myself is – Are we on 
the brink of losing a whole 
generation? I am serious 
when I pose this question. It 
bothers me, fills me with an-
guish to see what we adults 
are allowing to happen to 
our children, irrespective 
of the age bracket they be-
long to. Mobile, screen time 
exposure is having a cata-
strophic effect on them. The 
worst hit are the ones born 
a few years before or dur-
ing the COVID-19 period. 
What will happen to them, 
when they reach their pu-

berty, teens, adolescence, 
is beyond comprehension. 
We, at Mothercare School, 
have had pre-schoolers 
coming to us for the last 
45 years. We have never 
before witnessed what we 
get to see now. Children 
who are unable to speak, 
interact with others, focus, 
relate to others, socialise, 
share. Their cognitive abil-
ity is lacking, they do not 
have the required fine or 
gross motor control. In fact, 
we find quite a few cannot 
chew or swallow solid food. 
Most of them throw tan-
trums if not given what they 
want. Some, even at the age 
of 5/6 years, are speaking 
a mix of Korean, English, 
Hindi which no one can un-
derstand. Why? These kids 
have got addicted to Korean 
or other language cartoons 
and that’s the mixture of 
garbled language they can 
speak, which no one, not 
even their parents or speech 
therapists, can understand. 
Also read: ‘Exams as War’, 
‘Focus on Science’, Boys 
Shown More: Report on 

Edtech Ads Flags Concerns 
Some little ones do not sleep 
before midnight because of 
their addiction and get up by 
noon the next day. The CO-
VID-19 period was an ab-
normal one for middle-class 
families. With work from 
home, no domestic help, 
ailing, dying family mem-
bers, financial setbacks…. 
these kids were left to fend 
for themselves, often with a 
mobile device handed over 
to them. It starts with par-
ents saying we only give 
them the mobile while feed-
ing them. The children don’t 
open their mouth to eat, till 
they have a mobile in their 
hand. Blackmailing learnt 
at a very early age. The 
screen time saga has begun, 
regardless of what damage 
electromagnetic waves do 
to the fast, multiplying brain 
cells of the child. Even now, 
with both parents working, 
breakdown of the joint fam-
ily system in India, or elder-
ly ailing older generation at 
home and kids left in care of 
maids who use their own, 
mobiles as pacifiers for the 
kids, watching their own 
favourite TV programmes. 
The little one quiet and 
manageable with her or his 
hand-held mobile. Everyone 
is happy but clueless about 
the permanent damage to 
the young child. Is there 
nothing that can be done? 
This issue needs to be taken 
up on a war footing. What 
we have found to work is 
to get the kids engaged in 
things – more interesting 
activities, interaction with 
other sensitive adults and 
children. We humans are 
gregarious animals and we 
need human one-to one in-

teraction. The children need 
varied stimuli for each and 
every development area. 
They need the human touch 
in every stimulus providing 
activity.  The virtual kind 
makes us into isolated be-
ings lacking in human traits. 
Watch: ‘Once in a Century’ 
Crisis as Schools Struggle 
to Make Up for COVID 
Learning Loss If we cannot 
give time and inputs needed 
by these little ones at home 
– in these formative years 
of their life, when 95% of 
brain development and per-
sonality traits get ingrained 
– we should look for a good 
pre-school/day care facil-
ity, one that is a home away 
from home. A place where 
personalised attention is 
given and conscious effort 
made to fill in all the gaps 
mentioned above. Children 
should have the opportunity 
to try their hands at different 
activities. And adults must 
be able to see what game, 
sports, music, art, dance, 
dramatisation, story nar-
ration, interests the child. 
What inherent talent, attri-
butes, does the child have. 
What is her or his god given 
gift. An early start with sen-
sitive teachers who can sow 
the seeds of interest, which 
can, someday, perhaps, be-
come a career for them. The 
seed gets sown in a child-
friendly way, at this for-
mative stage. Blank faced 
toddlers with mobiles in 
their hands. Our future gen-
eration is too precious. This 
whole problem requires in 
depth research, study and 
an effort to find constructive 
solutions. This is a wakeup 
call to all of us education-
ists, parents, schools and 

Biden gives war a chance in Kyiv, but 
it is time to talk peace in Ukraine

If photo opportunities 
could stop wars and re-
solve complex diplomatic 
tangles, they would have 
done so long ago. This is 
the thought that comes to 
me after US President Joe 
Biden made a surprise visit 
to Kyiv and promised more 
military aid for Ukraine and 
more economic sanctions 
against Russia to end their 
war that is reaching its first 
anniversary this week. This 
is not exactly a happy mar-
riage for us to be celebrat-
ing anniversaries but there 
is much in Biden’s body 
language that invites dark 
humour. There’s a lot that 
it did not reveal, including 
the complicated nature of 
the situation that has put 
all of Europe in economic 
and political turmoil, apart 
from the United States’ own 
poor track record as a glob-
al supercop. Watch | Biden 
declares ‘Kyiv stands’ in 
surprise visit to Ukraine × 
The imagery of refugees 
literally falling off a fly-
ing aircraft while trying to 
escape the return of the 
Taliban after the departure 
of US troops from Afghani-
stan will remain as rich as 
that of the naked girl run-
ning after a Vietnam War 
bombing incident. Both are 
photographs that tell us of 
flaming American failure. 
Diplomatic hell paved with 
Uncle Sam’s good inten-
tions can make many a his-
torian or military expert’s 
career. But peace? No, sir. 
Biden walking the streets 
of Kyiv and patting Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky 
on the back like a patronis-

ing baseball coach would 
have looked good had this 
been an American univer-
sity playoff. Sadly, this is a 
different arena far removed 
from the Transatlantic in-
surance that an ocean in 
the middle offers for the 
wonks at the State Depart-
ment.  Joe Biden is not GI 
Joe. There is no American 
blood falling on Ukraine’s 
fertile soil. Also Read | 
Biden in Ukraine: A perfect 
photo-op, but why now? Is 
it too little, too late? The 
big question is: Who will 
bell the cat a.k.a. Vladimir 
Putin? As things stand, the 
Russia-Ukraine war is in a 
situation that would in typi-
cal diplospeak be described 
as a stalemate, logjam or 
gridlock. There is no end in 
sight, and there is no clue 
on what is going on inside 
Putin’s mind, as Biden 
himself elegantly admitted.  
Somalia, Afghanistan, Viet-
nam and Iran stand testimo-
ny to the limits of a lapsed 
superpower. But I would 
not waste words like ‘stale-
mate’ on a situation where 

blood is flowing every day. 
Moscow and Europe have 
economic guns pointing to 
each other’s head thanks to 
the fuel linkages and geo-
graphic proximity between 
the two. Putin’s hold over 
his country shows no sign 
of weakening significant-
ly. Moscow cannot cap-
ture Kyiv or the hearts of 
Ukrainians. Putin’s stated 
military objective of “de-
Nazification” of Ukraine is 
either non-existent or was 
achieved months ago. In 
the practical world of wise 
diplomacy, Putin would 
be offered an honourable 
exit with some assurances 
so that sovereign Ukraine 
can resume its poise with-
out everyday bloodshed or 
constant fear. That might 
also lead to loud sighs of 
relief from Scandinavia. 
For all that, what we need 
is enlightened diplomacy, 
not bumbling bravado. Also 
Read | Ukraine and Paki-
stan: Friends, enemies or 
frenemies? Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi came clos-
est to a somewhat credible 

response when he muttered 
something about this not 
being an era of wars to Pu-
tin. Was that a flash in the 
diplomatic pan? The smart-
est thing would now be 
for beleaguered European 
Union or its prime eco-
nomic engine, Germany, to 
reach out to India and do 
something meaningful to 
truly figure out what Pu-
tin wants and give him an 
honourable exit and/or as-
surance package.  India’s 
G-20 presidency offers a 
pinhole for light to enter the 
dark tunnel behind Biden’s 
photogenic overtures. In-
dia’s rivalry or coldness to-
wards China, and Beijing’s 
own reticence in being too 
involved in things away 
from its borders may well 
earn some brownie points 
for it to bridge a horrible 
trust deficit between the 
West and Moscow. Involv-
ing Japan in the equation 
might give peace a further 
nudge. There is a limit to 
which a neutral country can 
get involved in this, but the 
EU, Scandinavia, Russia 
and Ukraine itself have the 
most skin in the game and 
therefore the imperative for 
action.  India can perhaps 
walk its talk as the voice 
of the Global South in the 
G-20 grouping by actually 
talking to the real Global 
South -- the vast comity of 
nations in the UN General 
Assembly below the glass 
ceiling above which s i t s 
the fractured Security 
Council whose influential 
members are inept pow-
ers lacking credibility or a 
spirit of consensus. Giving 
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Thousands take to streets in anti-
government protest in Prague

Thousands of protesters 
took to streets of Prague 
on Saturday to protest 
against the Czech gov-
ernment over high infla-
tion and country’s mili-
tary support to Ukraine. 
The Czech Republic has 
been battling record in-
flation for a year. The 
inflation has mainly been 
caused because of spike 
in energy prices due to 
war in Ukraine. In Feb-
ruary, annual inflation in 
the EU and NATO mem-
ber state of 10.5 million 

people reached 16.7 per-
cent. Saturday’s “Czechia 
against poverty” rally 
was organised by a new 
political party. “We have 
gathered here today to 
take a stand against this 
poverty,” Jindrich Rajchl, 
a lawyer leading the non-
parliamentary PRO party, 
told the crowd in central 
Wenceslas Square. The 
protesters demanded a 
resignation from centre-
right government led by 
Petr Fiala, while  Rajchl 
said he wanted leaders 

who “care about the in-
terests of Czech citizens 
first”. Critics accuse Fi-
ala’s government of car-
ing more about Ukraine 
with substantial military 
and humanitarian aid sent 
to the war-torn country 
since the invasion started 
in February 2022. Pro-
testers also slammed 
NATO, with Czech me-
dia reporting a protester 
with a loudspeaker called 
on the crowd to tear down 
a Ukrainian flag from the 
National Museum.

Washington [US]: For the 
second year in a row, the 
Academy has snubbed 
Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
who was hoping for a 
virtual spot on Sunday`s 
Oscar telecast on ABC 
following his remote ap-
pearance at the Berlin 
Film Festival last month. 
Sources say, WME pow-
er agent Mike Simpson 
made a plea to the Acad-
emy to include the come-
dic actor-turned-politi-
cian but was shut down. 
The Academy declined 
to comment. According 
to Variety, a US-based 
media company, follow-
ing the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine in February 
2022, Zelenskyy has 
popped up via satellite at 
both the Cannes and Ven-
ice film festivals as well 
as the Grammy Awards 
and virtually rang the 
Opening Bell of the New 
York Stock Exchange in 
September. At the Gold-
en Globes in January, ac-
tor Sean Penn introduced 

Zelenskyy, who reiter-
ated his message of the 
past 12-plus months that 
Ukraine will win the war 
against Russia and ap-
plauded “the free people 
of the free world -- those 
who united around the 
support of the free Ukrai-
nian people.” Mean-
while, the Academy isn`t 
the only group to refuse 
Zelenskyy. In Septem-
ber, Zelenskyy`s team 
reached out to the Toron-
to Film Festival about the 
leader appearing via sat-
ellite, but they were de-
nied. Also Read: Oscars 
2023 LIVE Streaming: 
Indian Timings, Tele-
cast Date And Where To 
Watch Academy Awards 
A TIFF spokesperson 
said at the time that the 
festival “does not com-
ment on discussions with 
dignitaries, government 
officials or international 
embassies.”The spokes-
person added that the fes-
tival “stands in solidar-
ity with Ukrainians both 
here at home and abroad 

and is proud to showcase 
the depth and creativity 
of Ukrainian filmmak-
ers at this year`s festi-
val.” In recent months, 
Zelenskyy`s team enlist-
ed Simpson, who repre-
sents such heavyweights 
as Quentin Tarantino and 
Bong Joon Ho, to make 
overtures to the Globes 
and re-engage the Acade-
my after last year`s rejec-
tions. While the Globes 
embraced the idea and 

gave Zelenskyy several 
minutes of airtime, the 
Academy wasn`t inter-
ested. The Oscars 2023 
are scheduled to take 
place on Sunday, March 
12, at the Dolby Theatre 
in Los Angeles. Fans are 
anxiously anticipating 
the renowned 95th Acad-
emy Awards event, and 
many desi fans are plac-
ing great hope in India’s 
RRR, who is up for Best 
Song for Naatu Naatu.

Pak Unable To Get UN Attention On 
Kashmir Due To India’s Diplomacy: Bilawal

UNITED NATION: 
Pakistan`s Foreign Min-
ister Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari has admitted that 
Islamabad has been un-
able to get Kashmir to 
the “centre” of the UN 
agenda and India`s diplo-
macy is able to scuttle its 
efforts. “We face a par-
ticularly uphill task to try 
and get Kashmir onto the 
centre of the agenda at 
the United Nations,” he 
said on Friday at a news 
conference here. New 
Delhi “strongly object 
vociferously object and 
they perpetuate a post 
facto narrative” to shut 
out Kashmir, he said. 

Pakistan stands virtually 
alone at the UN, raising 
the Kashmir issue when-
ever it speaks, whether 
it is about the status of 
women or Russia`s inva-
sion of Ukraine, without 
relevance to the topic. 
Besides Pakistan, Turkey 
was the only other coun-
try in the 193-member to 
mention Kashmir at last 
year`s high-level Gen-
eral Assembly meeting, 
but it was a muted refer-
ence by President Recip 
Tayyip Erdogan who said 
without any criticism of 
India that it was unfor-
tunate that the problem 
persisted after 75 years 

and expressed hope for 
permanent peace. The 
last time Kashmir got any 
attention at the Security 
Council was in 2019 soon 
after Kashmir`s special 
constitutional status was 
stripped away, and that 
was at a secret session 
convened at the behest 
of China and the mem-
bers could not agree on 
any statement. Reflecting 
the state of the attitude of 
Pakistan towards India, 
Bilawal stumbled in his 
attempts to refer to India, 
starting with “our friends 
within...” then trying 
“with our friend... our... 
our...” and then back-
tracking to settle on “our 
neighbouring countries”. 
Verbatim, this is how his 
mangled acknowledge-
ment of India`s diplo-
matic success in thwart-
ing Pakistan`s efforts 
on Kashmir came out: 
“Whenever the issue of 
Kashmir is brought up, 
our friends within, with 
our friend, our... our... our 
neighbouring countries, 
strongly object vocifer-

ously object and they 
perpetuate a post facto 
narrative”. “They try to 
claim that this is not a 
dispute for the United 
Nations, that this is not a 
disputed territory recog-
nised by the international 
community, and they in-
sist, counter to the facts, 
counter to the reality, that 
their usurpation of the of 
Kashmir should be en-
dorsed,” he added. About 
getting Islamabad`s ver-
sion of “truth” about 
Kashmir accepted, he 
said, “While we do find 
it difficult to get the truth 
across, we are persistent 
in our efforts”. India 
maintains that Kashmir 
and all disputes between 
the neighbours are bi-
lateral matters under the 
1972 Simla Agreement 
signed by Bilawal`s 
grandfather Zulfiqar Ali 
Bhutto, who was then 
Pakistan`s president, and 
India`s Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi. At “every 
opportunity, be it at the 
UN Security Council, or 
at various.

US set to further tighten export 
of chipmaking gear to China

BBC Presenters Refuse To Work In Show Of 
Solidarity With Star Anchor

LONDON: Britain’s 
BBC faced a mount-
ing crisis as a row over 
football presenter Gary 
Lineker’s criticism of 
government migration 
policy led to a presenter 
mutiny, drew a comment 
from the prime minister 
and left the broadcast-
er’s boss defending his 
position. The BBC was 
forced to axe much of its 
sports coverage on Satur-
day as presenters refused 
to work in a show of 
solidarity with Lineker, 
after the BBC sought to 
defend its impartiality 
by taking him off the air 
due to his comments on 
social media. Lineker, a 
former England soccer 
captain, the BBC’s high-
est-paid presenter and 
the anchor of the football 
highlights programme 
“Match of the Day”, 
was suspended from his 
role following his criti-

cism of Britain’s migra-
tion policy. Critics of 
Lineker’s suspension say 
the BBC bowed to gov-
ernment pressure, lead-
ing to a furious debate 
about the impartiality of 
the national broadcaster. 
BBC Director General 
Tim Davie told the BBC 
on Saturday he had no 
intention of resigning 
over the matter. “We in 
the BBC, and myself, are 
absolutely driven by a 
passion for impartiality, 
not left, right or pander-
ing to a particular party,” 
he said. Davie said he 
wanted Lineker back on 
the air and hoped to find 
a balance which enabled 
some presenters to ex-
press opinions while at 
the same time maintain-
ing the BBC’s neutrality. 
Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak issued a statement on 
Saturday defending the 
migration policy, which 

bars the entry of asylum 
seekers arriving in small 
boats across the Eng-
lish Channel, saying he 
hoped Lineker and the 
BBC could resolve their 
differences in a timely 
manner. “It is rightly a 
matter for them, not the 
government,” Sunak 
said. The Lineker row 
severely disrupted the 
BBC’s sports program-
ming on Saturday as mul-
tiple presenters walked 

out, prompting it to issue 
an apology. Saturday’s 
edition of “Match of 
the Day”, presented by 
Lineker for more than 20 
years, aired at the usual 
time despite his absence, 
but was slashed to just 
20 minutes and aired 
as a show of highlights 
without commentary. 
Neutrality Under Scru-
tiny The BBC is commit-
ted to being politically 
impartial, but has faced 

criticism from the Con-
servative and Labour 
parties about how neutral 
it actually is, particularly 
in the era of social media 
when high-profile pre-
senters can easily make 
their personal positions 
known. The opposition 
Labour Party and media 
commentators accuse the 
BBC of silencing Linek-
er, after Sunak’s spokes-
woman called Lineker’s 
comments.

The United States is plan-
ning to further tighten 
restrictions on export of 
semiconductor manufac-
turing equipment to Chi-
na, said Bloomberg citing 
people familiar with the 
developments. As per the 
report, the US govern-
ment is has briefed US 
companies about the plan 
and has told them that the 
restrictions may be an-
nounced as early as next 
month. The Biden admin-
istration plans to coordi-
nate with the Netherlands 
and Japan, according to 

the report. This week, 
Dutch government said it 
plans new restrictions on 
semiconductor technol-
ogy exports to China to 
protect national security. 
Chinese foreign minis-
try spokesperson Mao 
Ning said on Thursday 
that China was firmly op-
posed to the restrictions 
as a means “to intervene 
and limit normal eco-
nomic and trade exchang-
es between Chinese and 
Dutch companies.” The 
US had imposed a slew 
of export restrictions late 

last year including a mea-
sure to cut China off from 
certain semiconductor 
chips made anywhere in 
the world with US equip-
ment. The relations be-
tween the US and China 
are strained on multiple 
fronts. In addition to tech 
field, the two sides often 
spar on the issue of Tai-
wan. China considers 
Taiwan its own territory 
and has not ruled out use 
of force to capture it. US 
is the biggest internation-
al backer of Taiwan

“Major Crisis” In Tech Industry: Israel PM On 
Silicon Valley Bank Collapse

Tel Aviv: Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu warned on Sat-
urday that the implosion 
of Silicon Valley Bank 
(SVB), the second larg-
est bank failure in US 
history, created a deep 
crisis in the technology 
industry. “I am closely 
monitoring the collapse 
of the American invest-

ment bank, Silicon Val-
ley Bank, which has led 
to a major crisis in the 
high-tech world,” tweet-
ed the Prime Minister of 
Israel. Netanyahu said 
that he’s been in touch 
with senior Israeli tech 
figures following the 
collapse of Silicon Val-
ley Bank in the United 
States. “If necessary, out 

of responsibility to Israe-
li high-tech companies 
and employees, we will 
take steps to assist the 
Israeli companies, whose 
center of activity is in Is-
rael, to weather the cash-
flow crisis that has been 
created for them due to 
the turmoil,” he tweeted. 
Meanwhile, Netanyahu 
said that the Israeli econ-
omy is strong and stable, 
adding “which finds ex-
pression in this crisis as 
well.” Netanyahu, who 
is in Rome for an official 
visit, said he would dis-
cuss the extent of the cri-
sis with his finance and 
economy ministers and 
the central bank governor 
once he returned home. 
“From Rome I have held 
talks with senior high-
tech figures in Israel. 
Upon my return to Israel 
I will discuss the scope 
of the crisis with the Fi-
nance and Economy min-
isters and the Governor 

of the Bank of Israel,” 
tweeted Netanyahu. Ne-
tanyahu assured Israeli 
tech companies banking 
with SVB that his gov-
ernment would help af-
fected Israeli businesses 
overcome the liquidity 
crisis. The SVB collapse 
has sent ripples across 
the tech industry in the 
United States, the United 
Kingdom and other coun-
tries, including Israel, 
where the tech lender has 
branches. US regulators 
on Friday (local time) 
shut down Silicon Valley 
Bank, as markets fretted 
over possible contagion 
from the biggest banking 
failure since the 2008 fi-
nancial crisis. California 
regulators closed down 
the tech lender and put 
it under the control of 
the US Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
(FDIC). The FDIC is act-
ing as a receiver, which 
typically means it will 

liquidate the bank’s as-
sets to pay back its cus-
tomers, including deposi-
tors and creditors. Silicon 
Valley Bank collapsed 
after a stunning 48 hours 
in which a bank run and 
a capital crisis led to the 
second-largest failure of 
a financial institution in 
US history. Silicon Val-
ley Bank’s decline stems 
partly from the Federal 
Reserve’s aggressive in-
terest rate hikes over the 
past year. After years of 
interest rates hovering 
around zero, the central 
bank last spring began 
a series of historic rate 
hikes to make borrowing 
for businesses and indi-
viduals more expensive 
-- a way to cool the econ-
omy and bring inflation 
in line. Silicon Valley 
Bank is the first FDIC-
insured institution to fail 
this year. The last FDIC-
insured institution to 
close was Almena State 

Academy Denies Ukraine Prez Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy’s Virtual Appearance at Oscars 2023
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WhatsApp rolling out 21 new emojis 
to some beta testers

WhatsApp is rolling out 
21 new emojis to some 
beta testers for Android. 
According to WABeta-
Info, it is no longer nec-
essary to download and 
use a different keyboard 
to send these 21 emojis 
from the latest Unicode 
15.0, as they can now 
be sent directly from 
the official WhatsApp 
keyboard. Also Read - 
WhatsApp Is Rolling 
Out ‘Push Name Within 
Chat List’ Feature On 
iOS Beta - Watch Video 
Earlier, the new 21 emo-
jis were not visible with-
in the official WhatsApp 
keyboard as they were 

under development, but 
it was possible to send 
them by using an alter-
nate keyboard. Also Read 
- WhatsApp is rolling out 
‘Push name within chat 
list’ feature on iOS beta 
Moreover, the report 
said that the introduction 
of new emojis finally 
eliminates the problem 
that confused users, as 
they could receive these 
emojis but were unable 
to send them without 
workarounds. Also Read 
- WhatsApp working on 
new ‘text editor’ for iOS 
beta: Report According 
to the report, some users 
may be able to access the 

new emojis from the offi-
cial WhatsApp keyboard 
starting today, even on 
different versions of the 
app. In order to increase 
the chances of your ac-
count getting enabled, 
it is still recommended 
that you keep WhatsApp 
updated to the latest ver-
sion, the report added. 
Meanwhile, WhatsApp 
is reportedly develop-
ing a new feature — “si-
lence unknown callers” 
— which will allow us-
ers to mute calls from 
unknown numbers while 
still showing them in the 
calls list and notification 
centre. The new feature is 

currently under develop-
ment on WhatsApp beta 
for Android. WhatsApp 
is rolling out a new “Push 
name within the chat list” 
feature on iOS beta. Beta 
testers will now see push 
names within the chat 
list instead of the phone 
numbers every time 
they receive a message 
from an unknown group 
member, reports WABe-
taInfo. WhatsApp to roll 
out ‘Push name within 
the chat list’ This feature 
will make it easier for the 
users to understand who 
the unknown contact is 
without any need to save 
the number as a new 
contact. It will be useful 
for participants in large 
group chats where it is 
difficult to keep track of 
who is who. This feature 
is currently available for 
some beta testers that in-
stall the latest version of 
WhatsApp beta for iOS 
from the TestFlight app, 
and is expected to roll 
out to more users over 
the coming days, the re-
port said.

Poco X5 Pro first sale today at 12 PM: 
Check price, offers, and specs

Poco last week launched 
the much-awaited Poco 
X5 Pro mid-range smart-
phone in India. The 
device comes with the 
signature Poco design 
and an impressive specs 
sheet. Also Read - Poco 
X5 Pro alternatives to 
consider: Nothing Phone 
(1), iQOO Z6 Pro, and 
more It is one of the 
cheapest phones with 
Snapdragon 778G and an 
IR blaster. Starting today, 
the smartphone will go 
on sale in India via Flip-
kart. Let’s take a look at 
the details. Also Read - 
Poco X5, Poco X5 Pro 
to launch in India today 
at 5.30 pm IST: How 
to watch it live; what to 
expect Poco X5 Pro first 
sale: Price, offers, and 
more The Poco X5 Pro 
will go on its first sale 
today at 12 PM on Flip-
kart. The device is priced 
starting at Rs 22,999 for 
the 6GB + 128GB vari-
ant and Rs 24,999 for the 
8GB + 256GB variant. 
However, with offers, the 
device can be purchased 
at a lower price. Also 

Read - Poco X5, Poco 
X5 Pro 5G to launch to-
morrow in India: All we 
know so far The smart-
phone has Rs 2,000 in-
stant discount on ICICI 
and HDFC Bank Credit 
and Debit card transac-
tions. With this, the final 
price comes down to Rs 
20,999 and Rs 22,999, 
respectively. Flipkart is 
also offering a No Cost 
EMI option starting at Rs 
3,645 per month. There’s 
an exchange offer of up 
to Rs 20,000 on the de-
vice. It comes in three 
color options including 
a new shade. It has As-
tral Black, Poco Yellow, 

and the new Horizon 
Blue color. Poco X5 Pro 
specifications The Poco 
X5 Pro comes with a 
6.67-inch Xfinity display 
with a 120Hz refresh rate 
and Full-HD+ resolution. 
It is an AMOLED panel 
with 1920 PWM dim-
ming, Dolby Vision, and 
HDR10+ support. The 
display has Corning Go-
rilla Glass 5 protection. 
The smartphone features 
a triple camera system on 
the back with a 108MP 
main lens, an 8MP ultra-
wide lens, and a 2MP 
macro sensor. The de-
vice is capable of shoot-
ing 4K videos at 30fps. 

It has a 16MP camera on 
the front. As for perfor-
mance, the device houses 
a Snapdragon 778G chip-
set paired with up to 8GB 
of LPDDR4X RAM and 
UFS 2.2 internal storage. 
The device has dual ste-
reo speakers with Dolby 
Atmos support. Coming 
to the battery, it packs a 
5,000mAh cell with sup-
port for 67W fast charg-
ing. It is said to charge 
completely in just 45 
minutes. Unfortunately, 
Poco has offered Android 
12 OS out of the box, but 
it does have the latest 
MIUI 14.

ChatGPT Frenzy Takes Over China 
as Firms Rush to Integrate

Microsoft-backed OpenAI 
has kept its hit ChatGPT app 
off-limits to users in China, 
but the app is attracting 
huge interest in the country, 
with firms rushing to inte-
grate the technology into 
their products and launch 
rival solutions. While resi-
dents in the country are 
unable to create OpenAI 
accounts to access the arti-
ficial intelligence-powered 
(AI) chatbot, virtual private 
networks and foreign phone 
numbers are helping some 
bypass those restrictions. At 
the same time, the OpenAI 
models behind the Chat-
GPT programme, which can 
write essays, recipes and 
complex computer code, 
are relatively accessible in 
China and increasingly be-
ing incorporated into Chi-
nese consumer technology 
applications from social 
networks to online shop-
ping. Google Warns Against 
Pitfalls of AI in Chatbots: 
Report The tool’s surging 
popularity is rapidly rais-

ing awareness in China 
about how advanced US 
AI is and, according to ana-
lysts, just how far behind 
tech firms in the world’s 
second-largest economy 
are as they scramble to 
catch up. “There is huge 
excitement around Chat-
GPT. Unlike the metaverse 
which faces huge difficulty 
in finding real-life applica-
tion, ChatGPT has suddenly 
helped us achieve human-
computer interaction,” 
said Ding Daoshi, director 
of Beijing-based internet 
consultancy Sootoo. “The 

changes it will bring about 
are more immediate, more 
direct and way quicker.” 
OpenAI or ChatGPT itself 
is not blocked by Chinese 
authorities but OpenAI does 
not allow users in mainland 
China, Hong Kong, Iran, 
Russia and parts of Africa 
to sign up. Bard, Bing and 
Baidu: How the AI Race 
Will Change Computing 
Forever OpenAI told Re-
uters it is working to make 
its services more widely 
available. “While we would 
like to make our technology 
available everywhere,.

Amazon Mega Electronics Days Sale 2023: 
Best Offers on Tablets, Laptops, Smartwatches

Amazon Mega Electron-
ics Days 2023 sale, which 
follows the Holi sale, is 
currently ongoing on the 
e-commerce platform. 
Among the items for sale 
are laptops, wearables, 
headphones, tablets, PC 
accessories, tablets, and 
cameras. The sale started 
on March 10 and will go 
on till March 14. Elec-
tronic items and acces-
sories are available from 
brands like Samsung, 
Apple, boat, Lenovo, 

Sony, and more at a dis-
counted rate. Card offers 
on various products will 
also be available as part 
of this Amazon sale. Fol-
lowing are some of the 
items with the best deals. 
Smartwatches Apple 
Watch SE (GPS+Celluar) 
The Apple Watch SE 
(GPS+Cellular), usually 
available for Rs. 36,900, 
is now listed at Rs. 34,900 
on the Amazon site. 
The smartwatch sports a 
40mm OLED retina dis-

play with a rectangular 
dial. Released in Sep-
tember 2020, the wear-
ble comes in five colour 
variants. This product 
also has a deal of 5 per-
cent cashback if the cus-
tomer uses an Amazon 
Pay ICICI Bank credit 
card during the purchase. 
There are also multiple 
No Cost EMI options 
offered on the deal. Buy 
now at: Rs. 34,900 (MRP 
Rs. 36,900) Fire-Boltt 
Phoenix Smartwatch 
The Fire-Boltt Phoenix 
Smartwatch is avail-
able for Rs.1,699, which 
comes at an original 
price of Rs. 2,199. With 
over 120 sports mode, 
the wearable offers fea-
tures including Bluetooth 
calling, SpO2 and heart-
rate monitoring. One 
can avail an additional 
5 percent cashback offer 
purchase it made through 

an Amazon Pay ICICI 
Bank credit card. Buy 
now at: Rs. 1,699 (MRP 
Rs. 2,199) Tablets and 
Pads Realme Pad Slim 
The Realme Pad Slim is 
offered at a discounted 
price of Rs. 17,908 dur-
ing the Amazon Mega 
Electronics Days 2023 
sale. It is usually marked 
at Rs. 29,999. It offers a 
10-4-inch display with 
MediaTek Helio G80 
chipset. The tablet 6GB 
RAM + 128GB storage, 
and was launched run-
ning on Android 11 OS. 
Buy now at: Rs. 17,908 
(MRP Rs. 29,999) Sam-
sung Tab A8 The Sam-
sung Tab A8 sports a 
10-5-inch display and 
packs 7,040mAh battery. 
During the sale, instead 
of its market price of 
Rs. 28,799, this tablet is 
available at Rs. 20,999. 
For optics, it packs an 

8-megapixel rear camera 
and a 5-megapixel front 
lens. Moreover, it gets 
3GB RAM and 32GB 
storage. Buy now at: Rs. 
20,999 (MRP Rs. 28,799) 
Laptops Lenovo Idea-
Pad Slim 3 The Lenovo 
IdeaPad Slim 3 laptop is 
offered at a discounted 
price of Rs. 33,446, down 
from its normal price of 
Rs. 60,890. Launched in 
July 2021, the laptop gets 
15.6-inch display. It runs 
on Intel Core i5 proces-
sor, with 8GB RAM and 
512GB internal storage. 
Buy now at: Rs. 33,446 
(MRP Rs. 60,890) Asus 
VivoBook 14 The Asus 
VivoBook 14 offers a 14-
inch display and is pow-
ered by a Core i5 pro-
cessor. It packs 8GB of 
RAM, along with 512GB 
of SSD storage. The lap-
top is available at a price 
of Rs. 32,990.

Motorola Moto Buds 600 ANC 
Earphones With Google Assistant

Motorola Moto Buds 600 
ANC, a new pair of truly 
wireless stereo (TWS) 
earbuds can now be pur-
chased separately by cus-
tomers, the company an-
nounced on Wednesday. 
These earphones were 
previously available as 
part of the Motorola Edge 
30 Fusion package in the 
US. Even though Motor-
ola is best known for its 
smartphones, the Leno-
vo-owned company has 
dabbled in sound tech-

nology and products such 
as earbuds, headphones, 
and wireless speakers. 
Motorola Sound already 
has a decent portfolio 
aimed at various price 
segments. The new TWS 
earphones is an upgrade 
from the company’s pre-
vious model, and are 
claimed to provide bet-
ter sound clarity and call 
quality, along with sup-
port for active noise can-
cellation. Moto Buds 600 
ANC price According to 

the company, the Moto 
Buds 600 ANC is priced 
at $149.99 (roughly Rs 
12,400) in the US. The 
TWS earbuds were pre-
viously available as part 
of the Motorola Edge 30 
Fusion package. Custom-
ers will be able to select 
one of two colours: Wi-
netasting and Jet Black. 
Motorola is yet to an-
nounce details of avail-
ability of the earbuds in 
India. Moto Buds 600 
ANC specifications, fea-
tures The earbuds are 
designed with a stem and 
slightly slanted pods on 
top. They are equipped 
with silicone ear tips to 
ensure that active noise 
cancellation works prop-
erly. The charging case 
has an oval shape with 
rounded edges. It resem-
bles a box of face powder. 
A physical button can be 
found in the centre of the 
vacant space on one side 
of the charging case. This 
button activates the pair-

Samsung Galaxy S23 FE May Not Launch This Year 
as Previously Expected

Samsung was expected 
to release the Galaxy S23 
FE smartphone after its 
launch of the Galaxy S23 
series with three models 
— the base Galaxy S23, 
the Galaxy S23+, and the 
Galaxy S23 Ultra — ear-
lier this year. The South 
Korean tech-giant is ex-
pected to launch a host 
of other smartphones in 
2023. They are already 
expected to expand their 
foldable lineup with the 
purported Galaxy Z Fold 
5 and Galaxy Z Flip 5 
devices. The Fan Edition 
model of Galaxy S23 
was previously reported 
to launch later this year 
at the second Galaxy Un-
packed event alongside 
the Galaxy Tab S8 FE 
tablet. However, accord-
ing to reliable tipster Ro-
land Quandt (@rquandt), 
the Samsung Galaxy S23 
FE smartphone is un-
likely to launch this year. 
Although he did not im-
mediately clarify if the 

phone may ever see the 
light of day, it is likely 
that Samsung may skip 
the Galaxy S23 FE mod-
el, just like it did with the 
Galaxy S22 FE. Report-
edly, Samsung did not 
work on a Galaxy S22 
FE model to boost the 
production of the Gal-
axy S22 Ultra model. 
The chips intended for 
the Galaxy S22 FE were 
reportedly redistributed 
to the Galaxy S22 Ul-
tra in order to increase 
production of the latter. 
The smartphone manu-
facturer was previously 
projected to manufacture 
3 million units of the Gal-
axy S22 FE model last 
year, but a chip shortage 
and high demand for the 
Galaxy S22 Ultra may 
have prompted the can-
cellation of the Samsung 
Galaxy S22 FE device, it 
was speculated. Samsung 
Galaxy A54 5G, Galaxy 
A34 5G to Launch on 
This Date Since situa-

tions have changed this 
year and chips are not 
anymore in “a short-
age zone,” according to 
a TechRepublic report, 
it is unclear if Samsung 
will just postpone the re-
lease or scarp the Galaxy 
S23 FE model altogether. 
Since no official state-
ment has been out yet, 
taking every report and 
speculation with a pinch 
of salt is advisable. The 
last Fan Edition model 

Samsung to release was 
the Samsung Galaxy 
S21 FE, which launched 
in two storage options 
and are offered in four 
colourways — Graph-
ite, Lavender, Olive, 
and White. The phone is 
available in India start-
ing at Rs. 30,999. Sam-
sung Galaxy M14 5G In-
dia Launch Imminent as 
Support Page Goes Live 
Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 
5 May Have Same Cover 

Display as Galaxy Z Fold 
4 Samsung’s Galaxy S23 
series of smartphones 
was launched earlier 
this week and the South 
Korean firm’s high-end 
handsets have seen a few 
upgrades across all three 
models. What about the 
increase in pricing? We 
discuss this and more on 
Orbital, the Gadgets 360 
podcast. Orbital is avail-
able on Spotify, Gaana, 
JioSaavn.
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Meta Layoff: Company Plans To Further Cut 
Jobs That Could Match Last Year’s Size

New Delhi: Facebook 
parent Meta Platforms is 
planning additional lay-
offs to be announced in 
multiple rounds over the 
coming months that in 
total would be roughly 
the same magnitude as 
the 13 per cent cut to its 
workforce last year, The 
Wall Street Journal re-
ported. The new cuts, the 
first wave of which is ex-
pected to be announced 
next week, are likely to 
hit non-engineering roles 
especially hard, accord-
ing to people familiar 
with the matter. The com-
pany is also expected to 
shut down some projects 
and teams in conjunc-
tion with these cuts. Meta 
cut roughly 11,000 jobs, 
or about 13 per cent of 

its employees, last year. 
The reductions this year 
are expected to reach 
the same proportion of 
those who remain, the 
people said, though the 
final count of the cumu-
lative cuts expected over 
the second quarter isn`t 
yet clear. Among proj-
ects that will be cut are 
some wearable devices 
that were in the works 
at Reality Labs, Meta`s 
hardware and metaverse 
division, the people said, 
suggesting a near-term 
retreat from efforts to 
popularise virtual and 
augmented reality prod-
ucts even as longer-term 
research efforts continue. 
“We`re continuing to 
look across the company, 
across both Family of 

Apps and Reality Labs, 
and really evaluate are we 
deploying our resources 
toward the highest lever-
age opportunities,” Meta 
Chief Financial Officer 
Susan Li said Thursday 
at the Morgan Stanley 
2023 Technology, Media 
and Telecom Conference. 
“This is going to result 
in us making some tough 
decisions to wind down 
projects in some places, 
to shift resources away 
from some teams. “Meta 
Chief Executive Mark 
Zuckerberg previously 
said that 2023 would be 
a “year of efficiency” at 
Meta and that some proj-
ects would likely shut 
down at the company, 
according to WSJ. The 
continuing cuts are no-

table given Zuckerberg`s 
prediction in October 
that the company would 
end 2023 with roughly 
as many employees as 
it had at that time. The 
company laid off 13 per 
cent of its staff the fol-
lowing month, and then 
sought to encourage fur-
ther attrition through the 
performance review pro-
cess. Technology compa-
nies including Amazon.
com, Microsoft and oth-
ers have cut thousands 
of jobs this year and last 
as profits retreat from 
pandemic-induced highs. 
Since 2022, layoff tal-
lies have reached nearly 
300,000 workers, accord-
ing to Layoffs.fyi, a site 
that is tracking job cuts in 
the industry. Live Tv

Domestic Market Ownership Rises for 5th 
Quarter in a Row to 24.44% 

New Delhi: The equity 
ownership of domestic 
investors, including insti-
tutions and high networth 
individuals, touched an 
all-time high of 24.44 per 
cent in December quar-
ter, making it the fifth 
consecutive quarterly in-
crease. Retail investors’ 
ownership in the market 
stood at 7.23 per cent in 
December 2022, margin-
ally down from 7.34 per 
cent in September 2022. 
But in rupee terms, the 
same increased to Rs 
19.94 lakh crore from 
Rs 19.48 lakh crore in 
the previous quarter, reg-
istering an increase of 
2.35 per cent. In Septem-
ber 2022, the share was 
24.25 per cent, according 
to data collated by mar-

ket information major 
Prime Database, based 
on the shareholding pat-
terns of 1,832 of the total 
1,857 companies on NSE 
for the quarter to Decem-
ber 2022. According to 
Pranav Haldea, managing 
director of Prime Data-
base Group, this was the 
fifth consecutive quarter 
of increase from 22.37 
per cent in September 
quarter 2021 and show-
cases the rising domi-
nance of domestic inves-
tors. Net inflows from 
domestic institutional 
investors (DIIs) stood at 
Rs 27,134 crore during 
the quarter, as against 
net inflows from for-
eign institutional inves-
tors (FIIs) at Rs 47,349 
crore, resulting in their 

shareholding marginally 
increasing to 20.18 per 
cent in December 2022, 
from 19.98 per cent in 
September 2022, mas-
sively down from 23.30 
per cent in March 2015, 
when the combined share 
of DIIs, retail and HNIs 
was only 18.47 per cent. 
The widest gap between 
FII and DII holding was 

in March 2015 quarter, 
when DII holding was 
55.45 per cent lower than 
FII holding. The FII to 
DII ownership ratio has 
also declined to an all-
time low of 1.32 in De-
cember 2022 from 1.33 
as of September 2022.
Over a 13-year period, 
since June 2009.

Silicon Valley Bank collapse: Here’s why 
it’s not 2008 again

Silicon Valley Bank col-
lapse: The bank’s down-
fall is the largest failure 
of a financial institu-
tion since Washington 
Mutual collapsed at the 
height of the financial 
crisis more than a decade 
ago. Police officers leave 
Silicon Valley Bank’s 
headquarters in Santa 
Clara, California.(AFP) 
Police officers leave Sili-
con Valley Bank’s head-
quarters in Santa Clara, 
California.(AFP) Fol-
low Us PTI | | Posted by 
Lingamgunta Nirmitha 
Rao The financial insti-
tution best known for its 
relationships with high-
flying world technol-
ogy startups and venture 
capital, Silicon Valley 
Bank, experienced one 
of the oldest problems 
in banking — a bank 
run — which led to its 
failure on Friday. Also 
Read | Elon Musk to buy 
collapsed Silicon Valley 
Bank? Billionaire says 
‘open to…’ Its downfall 
is the largest failure of a 
financial institution since 
Washington Mutual col-
lapsed at the height of the 
financial crisis more than 
a decade ago. And it had 
immediate effects. Some 
startups that had ties to 
the bank scrambled to 
pay their workers, and 
feared they might have to 
pause projects or lay off 

or furlough employees 
until they could access 
their funds. How did this 
happen? Here’s what to 
know about why the bank 
failed, who was affected 
most, and what to know 
about how it may, and 
may not affect, the wider 
banking system in the 
US. Also Read | Silicon 
Valley Bank had negative 
balance of $US 958 mil-
lion end-of-day Thursday 
WHY DID SILICON 
VALLEY BANK FAIL? 
Silicon Valley Bank was 
hit hard by the downturn 
in technology stocks over 
the past year as well as 
the Federal Reserve’s ag-
gressive plan to increase 
interest rates to combat 
inflation. PROMOTED 
Tech Career Outside In-
dia - Free Live Master-
class Scaler Academy 
| Sponsored Luxurious 
2BHK in Goregaon Pre-

cinct starts @2.20 Crs 
All In Divum by Dyna-
mix Group | Sponsored 
Silicon Valley Bank col-
lapses in America’s big-
gest banking failure since 
2008 Hindustan Times 
Indian Call Center Ser-
vice Provider Best Call 
Center | Sponsored Rock, 
Relax & Recline Duro-
flex | Sponsored Silicon 
Valley Bank collapse: 
What we know so far 
about failed US lender 
Hindustan Times Learn 
Electric Vehicle Design 
| Dedicated Career As-
sistance Great learning 
| Sponsored Avoid Data 
Privacy Issues And Be-
ing Overcharged On The 
Cloud? ServerWhere 
| Sponsored The bank 
bought billions of dollars 
worth of bonds over the 
past couple of years, us-
ing customers’ deposits 
as a typical bank would 

normally operate. These 
investments are typi-
cally safe, but the value 
of those investments fell 
because they paid lower 
interest rates than what a 
comparable bond would 
pay if issued in today’s 
higher interest rate envi-
ronment. Typically that’s 
not an issue, because 
banks hold onto those for 
a long time — unless they 
have to sell them in an 
emergency. But Silicon 
Valley’s customers were 
largely startups and other 
tech-centric companies 
that started becoming 
more needy for cash over 
the past year. Venture 
capital funding was dry-
ing up, companies were 
not able to get additional 
rounds of funding for 
unprofitable businesses, 
and therefore had to tap 
their existing funds — 
often deposited with Sili-
con Valley Bank, which 
sat in the center of the 
tech startup universe. So 
Silicon Valley custom-
ers started withdrawing 
their deposits. Initially 
that wasn’t a huge is-
sue, but the withdrawals 
started requiring the bank 
to start selling its own as-
sets to meet customer 
withdrawal requests. Be-
cause Silicon Valley cus-
tomers were largely busi-
nesses and the wealthy, 
they likely were more 

fearful of a bank fail-
ure since their deposits 
were over USD 250,000, 
which is the government-
imposed limit on deposit 
insurance. That required 
selling typically safe 
bonds at a loss, and those 
losses added up to the 
point that Silicon Valley 
Bank became effectively 
insolvent. The bank tried 
to raise additional capi-
tal through outside in-
vestors, but was unable 
to find them. The fancy 
tech-focused bank was 
brought down by the old-
est issue in banking: a 
good ol’ run on the bank. 
Bank regulators had no 
other choice but to seize 
Silicon Valley Bank’s as-
sets to protect the assets 
and deposits still remain-
ing at the bank. WHAT 
HAPPENS NEXT? 
There are two large prob-
lems remaining with 
Silicon Valley Bank, but 
both could lead to fur-
ther issues if not resolved 
quickly. The most imme-
diate problem is Silicon 
Valley Bank’s large de-
posits. The Federal gov-
ernment insures depos-
its to USD 250,000, but 
anything above that level 
is considered uninsured. 
The Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation said 
insured deposits would 
be available on Monday 
morning.

India’s Exports to Turkiye May Get Impacted 
in Short Run due to Earthquake

New Delhi: India’s mer-
chandise exports of com-
modities such as cotton, 
manmade yarn and textile 
dyes may be impacted in 
the short run to earthquake-
hit Turkiye, according to 
exporters. Two powerful 
earthquakes hours apart on 
Monday last week caused 
widespread destruction of 
property and killed more 
than 28,000 people, leaving 
millions homeless in Tur-
kiye. by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like Hima-
layan Homestays Support-
ing Rural Empowerment 
The Better Traveller Add a 
‘Dr.’ to your name Golden 
Gate University The earth-
quakes also caused dam-
age to the infrastructure 
and logistics network with 
the Port of Iskenderun re-
maining closed for around 
a week. Exports to Turkiye 
increased to USD 6.2 bil-
lion during April-Novem-
ber 2022 against USD 5.1 
billion in the corresponding 
period in 2021. Federation 
of Indian Export Organisa-
tions (Fieo) Director Gen-
eral Ajay Sahai said that the 
extent of the damage in Tur-
kiye is yet not known and 
thus its impact on exports is 
difficult to ascertain. How-
ever, the earthquake will 
further depreciate Turkish 
Lira , which has significant-
ly depreciated recently, and 
has touched its record low 
following the earthquake 
making imports costlier 
and impacting the demand, 
he said. “Since the textile 
manufacturing centres of 
Gaziantep and Kahraman-
maras provinces are worst-
affected, our exports of cot-

ton and manmade yarn and 
textile dyes may be impact-
ed in short run,” Sahai said. 
Gaziantep is a province in 
south-central Turkiye. It is 
a major manufacturing hub 
of that country. Sharing 
similar views, Hand Tools 
Association President S 
C Ralhan said that India’s 
exports to Turkiye are in-
creasing. “Trade may get 
impacted in the short-term 
only due to the earthquake 
there, but not in the long 
run. There was no news so 
far from the MSME seg-
ment exporters of any is-
sue while exporting to Tur-
kiye so far,” Ralhan said. In 
2021-22, India’s exports to 
Turkey stood at about USD 
9 billion, while imports ag-
gregated at USD 2 billion in 
the same fiscal. The major 
Indian exports to Turkiye 
include mineral oils and 
fuels, man-made filaments 

and staple fibres, automo-
tive spare parts and acces-
sories, organic chemicals. 
Turkiye’s exports to India 
include broken/unbroken 
poppy seeds; machinery 
and mechanical appliances, 
iron and steel articles there-
of, inorganic chemicals, 
pearls and precious/semi-
precious stones and metals 
(including imitation jewel-
lery), and marble. The In-
dian community in Turkiye 
is small, mostly working in 
business establishments and 
universities in Istanbul and 
Ankara. A small number of 
professionals also work on 
certain projects there. State 
Bank of India has a repre-
sentative office in Istanbul. 
Turkish Airlines (in a code 
sharing arrangement with 
Air India) operates daily 
flights from Istanbul to 
Mumbai and Delhi.

Amazon, Flipkart Among 20 E-Tailors Given 
Notices for Selling Drugs Without Licence

Biryani ATM: Chennai-Based Start-Up Launches 
India’s First Biryani Takeout Outlet

New Delhi: It’s likely 
that a vending machine 
comes to mind when you 
think of the food equiva-
lent of an ATM. Yet, 
stacking mass-produced, 
packaged goods on top 
of one another is not the 
most fascinating thing 
ever. Do not fret. Such 
dull imagery might soon 
be replaced by a Chen-
nai-based startup’s fully 
automated, unmanned 
biryani takeaway ser-
vice. The first unmanned 
biryani takeout location 
in India has been estab-
lished by Bai Veetu Kaly-
anam, or BVK Biryani, 
in Kolathur. The busi-
ness soon plans to open 
12 other sites through-
out the city. (Also Read: 
The store in Kolathur has 
equipment with 32-inch 

touchscreens. Custom-
ers can quickly browse 
the BVK Biryani menu 
that is shown and order 
from it. The consumer 
can proceed to make the 
payment after choosing 
the delicacy they want to 
sample. They can either 
use a card or a QR code 
to do it. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Luxury Makeover 
& Long-Term Transfor-
mative Results! System 
Professional LuxeOil 
Senior Indians can take 
advantage of this oppor-
tunity. Homeownerhome 
The consumer merely 
needs to tap the “open 
door” option to pick up 
their packaged food once 
the order is ready, which 
only takes a few minutes. 
A culinary blogger cap-

tured the rapid process in 
a video. He claims that in 
order to access the pay-
ment gateway, he had to 
enter his name and phone 
number after placing the 
order for a mini-mutton 
biryani. He explained 
that consumers could 
only use plastic money 
or electronic payments 
because the option to pay 
with cash was not yet ac-
cessible. In little than four 

minutes, the dinner was 
ready. He advised folks 
to visit this kiosk because 
of the interesting experi-
ence it provides. View 
this post on Instagram 
A post shared by FOOD 
VETTAI (@food_vettai) 
Faheem S, co-founder 
and CEO of BVK, re-
portedly announced the 
startup’s plans to open 12 
of these unmanned biry-
ani takeaway.

New Delhi: Amazon and 
Flipkart Health plus are 
among the 20 online sell-
ers that have been issued 
show-cause notices by the 
Drugs Controller General 
of India (DCGI) over the 
online sale of drugs in 
violation of norms. The 
show-cause notice dated 

February 8 by DCGI V 
G Somani cited a Delhi 
High Court order dated 
December 12, 2018, 
which prohibits online 
sales of medicines with-
out a licence. The notice 
stated that the DCGI had 
forwarded the order to 
all state and Union Ter-

ritories in May and No-
vember 2019 and again 
on February 3 for nec-
essary action and com-
pliance. “In spite of the 
same, you are found to be 
engaged in such activi-
ties without a licence,” 
the notice to the online 
medicine sellers said. “...
You are hereby asked to 
show cause within 2 days 
from the date of issue of 
this notice, why action 
shall not be taken against 
you for sale, or stock, or 
exhibit or offer for sale 
or distribution of drugs 
in contravention of the 
provisions of the Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act 1940 
and rules made thereun-
der,” the notice said. The 
notice states that the sale 
or stock or exhibit or of-
fer for sale or distribution 

of any drug requires a li-
cence from the concerned 
state licensing authority 
and conditions of a li-
cence are required to be 
complied with by the li-
cence holders. The DCGI 
has said that in case of no 
reply, it will be presumed 
that the company has 
nothing to say in the mat-
ter and necessary action 
will be initiated.against 
them without any further 
notice. When contacted, 
Flipkart Health Plus said 
that it is a digital health-
care marketplace plat-
form that enables easy 
and convenient access to 
genuine and affordable 
medicines and healthcare 
products, from indepen-
dent sellers, for millions 
of customers across the 
country.
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Sania Mirza Grateful For PM Narendra Modi’s 
Heart Touching Letter Following Her Retirement

In your excellence, the 
world saw a glimpse of 
India’s sporting prow-
ess,” Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi told Sania 
Mirza while congratulat-
ing the legendry athlete 
for her glorious career 
in which she illustrated 
that “more women can 
pursue tennis and excel 
in it”. Sania, who won 
six Grand Slam titles in 
her career, bid adieu to 
the game last month in 
Dubai, where she played 
her final tournament. In 
his congratulatory mes-
sage to Sania, the PM 
conveyed that Sania has 
left an indelible mark on 
Indian sports, inspiring 
the coming generation 
of athletes. Sania posted 
the letter, dated March 
9, on her twitter handle. 
“Tennis lovers will find 
it difficult to fathom that 
you will not be playing 
professionally now on-
wards,” wrote Modi. Sa-
nia thanked the PM for 

the gesture. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Make Canada Your 
New Home! Immig To-
ronto Senior Indians can 
take advantage of this 
opportunity. Homeown-
erhome “I would like 
to thank you Honorable 
Prime Minister @naren-
dramodi Ji for such kind 

and inspiring words. I 
have always taken great 
pride in representing our 
country to the best of my 
ability and will continue 
to do whatever I can to 
make India proud. Thank 
you for your support,” 
said Sania, formerly 
ranked world No.1 in 
doubles. The PM wrote 

that Sania’s success filled 
every Indians’ heart with 
pride. “When you an-
nounced a ‘Life Update’ 
on 13th January, you 
wonderfully expressed 
your journey from a six-
year-old who had to liter-
ally fight her way to the 
(tennis) courts to a world 
class tennis player in the 

subsequent years. You 
wrote about how the big-
gest honour for you has 
been to win medals for 
India. I can say that you 
are India’s pride, whose 
success has filled hearts 
and minds of every In-
dian with utmost joy,” 
Modi wrote. The PM also 
recollected the time Sa-
nia went through a tumul-
tuous phase, when a wrist 
injury almost jeopardised 
her career, before she 
emerged a strong double 
player. “Due to twists of 
fate, you had to cope with 
injuries but these set-
backs only strengthened 
your resolve and you 
overcame these challeng-
es with flying colours.” 
Modi hoped Sania would 
continue mentoring 
young sports talent. Sania 
was recently appointed 
mentor of Women’s Pre-
mier League (WPL) side 
Royal Challengers Ban-
galore.

Marcus Rashford Scores in Manchester 
United win Over Leeds, Build Pressure

If Arsenal is to win their 
first Premier League title 
in 19 years, it will have to 
hold off a growing double 
threat from Manchester. 
The battle to be crowned 
English champions looks 
set to come down to just 
three clubs after wins for 
Manchester City and Man-
chester United on Sunday 
tightened the gap at the 
top of the table. Defending 
champion City beat Aston 
Villa 3-1 and has the chance 
to move above leader Arse-
nal on goal difference with a 
win when the sides meet on 
Wednesday. United is now 
five points off the top after 
beating Leeds 2-0 at Elland 
Road. But the immediate 
threat to Arsenal, which 
has led the standings since 
August, is a City team that 
has the chance to wipe out 
an eight-point deficit that 
existed less than a month 
ago, even if it has played 
a game more. “We will see 
after all the games when the 
Premier League is finished. 
But we are going to London 
to try to get a win,” City 
manager Pep Guardiola 
said. “When one team has 
made 50 points in the first 

leg (half of the season) it is 
because they are very good. 
We closed the gap today be-
cause the performance from 
the team was really, really 
good.” The wins for City 
and United will increase 
the sense of injustice felt 
by Arsenal at Ivan Toney’s 
equalizer against Mikel Ar-
teta’s team in a 1-1 draw 
with Brentford on Satur-
day. Referees chief Howard 
Webb contacted the club to 
explain “significant” and 
“human” error after VAR 
failed to rule Toney’s goal 
out for offside, but that is 
likely to be of little comfort 
to a team whose title chal-
lenge is beginning to show 
signs of faltering. Rodri, 

Ilkay Gundogan and Riyad 
Mahrez all scored in the 
first half as City issued a 
defiant response on the field 
following accusations this 
week of breaching financial 
regulations. While City is 
primed to challenge, United 
has also emerged as a seri-
ous contender — even if 
manager Erik ten Hag may 
yet rue the dropped points 
in a 2-2 draw with Leeds 
midweek. His team at least 
got the better of its rival 
from Yorkshire when meet-
ing for a second time in the 
space of four days. Even 
then United left it late, with 
Marcus Rashford opening 
the scoring.

Champions League is Back! Read All 
About Messi’s Quest, Dark Horses Here

The Champions League 
returns on Tuesday to a 
very different European 
football scene than it 
was before a three-month 
mid-season break. In the 
interim, Lionel Messi 
won his first World Cup 
title. Kylian Mbappe al-
most won his second, 
then got injured. Early-
season favorites for the 
European title fell into 
slumps at home. Mean-
while, one standout team 
before the World Cup, 
Napoli, has marched 
on and aims for its first 
quarterfinals place in the 
competition’s 68-year 
history. Off the field, the 
Super League project that 
tried to effectively kill the 
Champions League met 
a serious legal setback, 
and English title holder 
Manchester City faces 
Premier League charges 
of financial wrongdo-
ing that can one day stop 
the club entering future 
Champions Leagues. It 
adds up to plenty of dra-
ma even before soccer’s 

most prized club com-
petition resumes with 
a stellar game between 
Paris Saint-Germain and 
Bayern Munich. A re-
match of the 2020 final 
won by Bayern pairs 
two powers that helped 
stop the Super League 
in 2021 by refusing to 
join it. What it won’t 
have at Parc des Princes 
are the goalscorer and 
goalkeeper with the best 
records from the group 
stage. Mbappe, who 
scored seven goals across 
five different Champions 
League games in the fall, 
is out most of February 
with a thigh injury. Bay-
ern goalkeeper Manuel 
Neuer’s season is over 
because he broke a leg 
skiing on a vacation tak-
en after Germany’s quick 
exit from the World Cup. 
The other game Tuesday 
pairs AC Milan and Tot-
tenham, two of the seven 
round of 16 teams that 
are currently outside the 
Cha
mpions League qualify-

ing places in their domes-
tic leagues. Chelsea is an-
other and visits Borussia 
Dortmund on Wednes-
day, when Club Brugge 
hosts Benfica. Four more 
first-leg games are sched-
uled Feb. 21-22. MESSI 
QUEST At age 35, Messi 
finally has a World Cup 
title for Argentina. Now 
back to the business of 
winning a fifth Cham-
pions League. When 
Messi won his fourth 
title with Barcelona in 
2015 Barack Obama was 
president, Britain was 
in the European Union 

and Jose Mourinho won 
a league title, at Chel-
sea. Messi has not been 
to the final since and his 
first try with PSG ended 
in the round of 16 against 
Madrid. When he last 
faced Bayern it was an 
8-2 rout over Barcelona 
in the single-leg quarter-
finals of the pandemic-hit 
2020 edition. Both PSG 
and Bayern have misfired 
since the World Cup. 
PSG was unbeaten enter-
ing 2023 then lost three 
in the league and is out of 
the French Cup. 

Firmino’s call to leave Liverpool ‘surprised me a 
bit’, admits manager Jurgen Klopp

Liverpool’s resurgence 
proved short-lived after a 
1-0 defeat at Bournemouth 
on Saturday as Tottenham 
took advantage in the race 
for a top-four finish by beat-
ing Nottingham Forest 3-1. 
Jurgen Klopp’s men inflict-
ed a historic 7-0 thrashing 
on Manchester United last 
weekend to equal the Red 
Devils record defeat. But 
Liverpool suffered another 
setback in a frustrating sea-
son as Mohamed Salah fired 
a second half penalty wide. 
Read More: No Football 
Focus, Final Score shows 
on BBC as presenters go off 
air on Saturday to support 
Gary Lineker Philip Billing 
scored the only goal on 28 

minutes as Bournemouth’s 
first home win since No-
vember lifted the Cherries 
out of the bottom three. 
“The game was pretty much 
the opposite of what we 
wanted to show and to do 
today. I think we played for 
pretty much 95 minutes the 
game Bournemouth wanted 
to play,” said Klopp. “This 
game was a massive knock 
and how it is with knocks, 
you have to take them, 
you have to have a look 
how big the scars are and 
then you go from there.” 
Fifth-placed Liverpool are 
now six points adrift of the 
Champions League places 
after Harry Kane ensured a 
tough week for Spurs end-

ed on a high. The England 
captain’s future has been a 
source of speculation after 
Tottenham crashed out of 
both the FA Cup and Cham-
pions League in the space a 
week. Antonio Conte’s men 
had failed to score in their 
previous three games, but 
Kane ended that drought 
by rising highest to head in 
Pedro Porro’s cross. Kane 
then coolly slotted home his 
first penalty since missing a 
crucial spot-kick in Eng-
land’s World Cup quarter-
final exit to France. Conte 
named Richarlison in the 
starting line-up despite the 
Brazilian’s criticism of his 
coach after exiting Europe 
to AC Milan in midweek. 
Richarlison made amends 
by teeing up Son Heung-
min to fire in Spurs’ third. 
Joe Worrall pulled a goal 
back for Forest, who then 
also had a stoppage time 
penalty from Andre Ayew 
saved by Fraser Forster. 
Lineker sees Leicester lose 
Gary Lineker made the 
most of his absence from 
the BBC’s flagship foot-

ball highlights programme 
Match of the Day to watch 
his beloved Leicester 
lose 3-1 against Chelsea. 
Lineker was forced to “step 
back” from his presenting 
duties after comparing the 
UK government’s rheto-
ric towards refugees this 
week to Nazi-era Germany. 
Leicester remain rooted in 
the relegation battle, just 
one point above the drop 
zone after a fifth consecu-
tive defeat. Ben Chilwell 
put Chelsea ahead early on 
against his former club be-
fore Patson Daka levelled. 
But a sensational pass from 
Enzo Fernandez and finish 
from Kai Havertz put Chel-
sea back in front and Mateo 
Kovacic’s strike secured a 
third consecutive win for 
the Blues, who continue to 
lift the pressure on Graham 
Potter. Everton moved out 
of the bottom three and up 
to 15th thanks to a third 1-0 
win in four home games 
under Sean Dyche. Dwight 
McNeil smashed in the only 
goal inside the first minute 
to end Brentford’s 12-game 

FC Barcelona vs Villarreal Match Live 
Streaming Details: When and Where to Watch
La Liga leaders FC Bar-
celona will face Villar-
real away from home 
eyeing a win so that they 
can extend their lead to 
11 points clear off ri-
vals Real Madrid, who 
are currently second in 
the league and currently 
away from the country 
following their FIFA 
Club World Cup title vic-
tory in the Middle-east. 
Robert Lewandowski 
and co face a tough task 
as Villarreal are in fine 
form sitting sixth in the 
Spanish top-flight table. 
Their last two outings 
have been disappoint-
ing but Villarreal will 
to bounce back in their 
latest fixture against 
the Xavi-managed side. 
Barcelona have only 
lost one game so far in 
La Liga this season out 
their 20 matches played 
with 53 points, 17 wins 
and 2 draws. Checkout 
the live streaming de-

tails of FC Barcelona vs 
Villarreal LaLiga match 
below: When is the La 
Liga match FC Barcelo-
na vs Villarreal going to 
be played? The La Liga 
match FC Barcelona vs 
Villarreal will be played 
on Monday (February 
13) from 1:30 AM (IST) 
onwards. Where is the 
La Liga match FC Bar-
celona vs Villarreal go-

ing to be played? The 
La Liga match FC Bar-
celona vs Villarreal will 
be played at the Estadio 
de la Ceramica. Vinicius 
Junior Scores Twice as 
Real Madrid Beat Al-
Hilal 5-3 to win 8th Club 
World Cup) How can I 
live stream the La Liga 
match FC Barcelona vs 
Villarreal in India? The 
La Liga match FC Bar-

celona vs Villarreal will 
be live-streamed on the 
Voot app and website. 
FC Barcelona vs Villar-
real Predicted XI Villar-
real possible XI: Reina; 
Foyth, Albiol, P Torres, 
Mojica; Capoue, Pare-
jo; Chukwueze, Baena, 
Pino; G Moreno Bar-
celona possible XI: Ter 
Stegen; Kounde, Araujo, 
Christensen, Alba; Pedri, 

Liverpool manager Juer-
gen Klopp said he was 
“a little bit surprised” by 
Roberto Firmino’s deci-
sion to leave the club at 
the end of the season but 
wants to end the Brazil-
ian forward’s eight-year 
Anfield career on a high. 
Firmino, whose con-
tract expires in June, has 
helped Liverpool win 
the Champions League, 
Premier League, FA Cup 
and Club World Cup 
among other major hon-
ours since joining them 

from Hoffenheim in 
June 2015. “Surprised? 
Yes, a little bit - it could 
go two ways and it went 
one. And I respect that a 
lot,” Klopp told report-
ers on Friday. “But it’s 
completely normal in this 
kind of long relationship 
that we have and Bobby 
has with the club. “He 
told me and then the only 
other thing he said is, 
‘Now I want to bring this 
wonderful story to a posi-
tive end’.” ALSO READ: 
Bruno Fernandes must 

learn to control emotions 
and channel them in the 
right way, feels manager 
ten Hag Firmino, 31, has 
scored 108 goals in more 
than 350 games in all 
competitions and was part 
of a potent attacking trio 
with Mohamed Salah and 
Sadio Mane, who left for 
Bayern Munich last June, 
that helped Liverpool win 
the 2019-20 league title. 
“Sadio, Bobby and Mo 
together were for quite 
a while one of the best 
front three in world foot-

ball,” Klopp added. Fir-
mino scored seven times 
in 13 Premier League 
games before the World 
Cup break but missed 
two months following the 
restart after sustaining a 
calf injury and has been 
restricted to five substi-
tute appearances since 
his return in February. 
He came off the bench 
to score Liverpool’s fi-
nal goal in last Sunday’s 
7-0 hammering of rivals 
Manchester United. “I 
loved the reception he got 
when he came on against 
United,” Klopp said. “He 
is completely here and 
completely committed, 
and that’s all we need to 
know. “There’s no time 
for a goodbye or whatev-
er in this moment, there’s 
enough time for that later 
in the season. He’s one 
of these players that even 
when he would come 
with an opposition team, 
people would be really 
happy to see him.” Liv-
erpool, fifth in the league 
with 42 points, travel to 
bottom.

Premier League: Bournemouth 



12

Printer, publisher & Owner by Rahimuddin Kemal, Printed at Riyaz Printing Press S.No.22 - 8 - 161, Behind Hotel Nayab Chatta Bazar Nayapull,  
Hyderabad-500034 (Andhra Pradesh). Editor - Mr.Fahim Kemal. Dil-a-Veez, H.No.8-2-618/3,Road No. 11, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad-500034.TS. India.  

Phone Nos : +91-9502813388, 9989397473. Email: indianhorizon2010@gmail.com feedbackhorizon@gmail.com

Indian Horizon Hyderabad
             Monday | March 13 |2023

Sharon Stone’s five best performances: Basic 
Instinct, Casino, and more

Hollywood actress Sha-
ron Stone recently spoke 
on a podcast, Table for 
Two, about losing cus-
tody of her son after her 
divorce from Phil Bron-
stein. She claimed that 
judicial bias was the rea-
son behind the custody 
loss. Stone and Bronstein 
adopted their son, Roan, 
who was four years old 
when they separated. Ac-
cording to Stone, during 

the custody hearing, the 
presiding judge asked the 
Basic Instinct star’s son if 
he knew his mother made 
“sex movies.” The actress 
expressed her dismay 
over the system’s abuse 
and how she was judged 
as a parent based on her 
acting career. “People are 
walking around with no 
clothes on at all on regu-
lar TV now and you saw 
maybe like a 16th of a 

second of possible nudity 
of me – and I lost custo-
dy of my child. Are you 
kidding?” she said. Also 
Read: Sharon Stone re-
veals she lost custody of 
her son due to Basic In-
stinct role This is unfor-
tunate. Stone has always 
been an accomplished ac-
tress with several notable 
performances throughout 
her career. Here is some 
of her best work: Basic 
Instinct (1992) In this 
film, Stone played the 
role of Catherine Tra-
mell, a crime novelist and 
prime suspect in a mur-
der investigation. Stone’s 
performance was praised 
for its sexuality and bold-
ness, and the film itself 
became a cultural phe-
nomenon. Casino (1995) 
Stone played Ginger 
McKenna, a casino hus-
tler and the love interest 
of Robert De Niro’s char-
acter. Stone’s portrayal 
of Ginger earned her a 
Golden Globe Award for 

Best Actress in a Mo-
tion Picture Drama. The 
Muse (1999) In this film, 
Stone played Sarah Lit-
tle, a fading Hollywood 
screenwriter who seeks 
inspiration from a mys-
terious muse. Stone’s 
comedic timing and ver-
satility were highlighted 
in this role. The Quick 
and the Dead (1995) In 
this Western film, Stone 
played the role of Ellen, 
a gunslinger who enters 
a quick-draw contest to 
exact revenge on the man 
who killed her father. 
Stone’s performance in 
this film showcased her 
strength and toughness 
as an actress. Lovelace 
(2013) In this biographi-
cal drama, Stone played 
the role of Dorothy Bore-
man, the mother of Linda 
Lovelace, a famous porn 
star. Stone’s performance 
in this film was praised 
for its emotional depth 
and complexity.

‘Naatu Naatu’s Oscar Win Would Lift India 
Up Globally,’ Says AR Rahman

Chennai: Just a day left 
until the Oscars are go-
ing to be announced and 
while there are a lot of 
Indians who have pinned 
their hopes on RRR`s 
power-packed song ̀ Naa-
tu Naatu` to win the hon-
our, music maestro AR 
Rahman, who also has 
won an Academy Award 
for his brilliant compo-
sition in `Slumdog Mil-
lionaire`, also hopes for 
the same. AR Rahman, 
while speaking to ANI, 
expressed that Naatu 
Naatu`s Oscar win would 
eventually lift India up 
globally. He said, “I want 
Naatu Naatu to win, I 
wanted them to win the 
Grammy also because 
any award for any of us 
is going to lift India up...
and the zone, the con-
centration of our culture 
will become higher.” The 
magnum opus energy-
packed track `Naatu Naa-
tu` made it to the Oscar 
nominations this year in 
the `Original Song` cat-

egory. This lyrical com-
position of `Naatu Naatu` 
by MM Keeravani, high 
energy rendition by sing-
ers Rahul Sipligunj and 
Kaala Bhairava, unique 
choreography by Prem 
Rakshith, and lyrics by 
Chandrabose are all the 
elements that make this 
`RRR` mass anthem a 
perfect dance craze. The 
song is competing against 
`Applause` from the film 
`Tell It Like A Woman,` 
`Hold My Hand` from 
the movie `Top Gun: 
Maverick,` `Lift me Up` 
from `Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever,` and 
`This Is Life,` from `Ev-
erything, Everywhere All 
At Once`. Not just `Naa-
tu Naatu`, two Indian 
documentaries also made 
it to the nominations this 
year - Shaunak Sen`s ̀ All 
That Breathes` and Kar-
tiki Gonsalves` `The El-
ephant Whisperers`. `All 
That Breathes` has been 
nominated in the `Docu-
mentary Feature Film` 

category against `All the 
Beauty and the Blood-
shed`, `Fire Of Love,` 
`A House made of Splin-
ters,` and `Navalny`. The 
film revolves around the 
lives of siblings Moham-
mad Saud and Nadeem 
Shehzad, who work out 
of their derelict base-
ment in Delhi`s Wazi-
rabad, to rescue and treat 
injured birds, especially 
the black kites. `The El-
ephant Whisperers` has 

been nominated in the 
`Documentary Short 
Film Category` against 
`Haul Out,` `How Do 
You Measure A Year?` 
`The Martha Mitchell 
Effect,` and `Stranger At 
The Gate`. The film`s 
plot revolves around a 
family who adopts two 
orphan baby elephants in 
Tamil Nadu`s Muduma-
lai Tiger Reserve. The 
Oscars are going to be 
held on March 13.

Days after suffering a heart attack, Sushmita Sen 
struts down the runway in style

Priyanka hosts Ram Charan and his wife 
Upasana at her LA home ahead of Oscars

Before the big Oscars 
night, Priyanka Chopra 
hosted RRR actor Ram 
Charan and his wife 
Upasana Konidela at her 
Los Angeles home. The 
couple is currently in the 
US for the 95th Academy 
Awards, and recently 
they spent a great eve-
ning with Chopra and 
Jonas’s family. Ram and 
Upasana also attended 
the pre-Oscars bash at 
the Paramount Pictures 
Studios, which was host-
ed by Priyanka. Upasana 
shared a few pictures on 
Instagram. The photos 
show Upasana and Ram 

posing with Priyanka at 
the Oscars bash. In the 
pictures, they all were 
looking stunning. Pri-
yanka is wearing a daz-
zling white gown, while 
Upasana is wearing a co-
lourful loose dress. Ram 
Charan was also looking 
dapper in an all-black 
suit. Oscars 2023: Find 
out who will perform 
‘Naatu Naatu’ on Acad-
emy stage Sharing the 
pictures, Upasana wrote, 
“LA familia #hollywood 
@priyankachopra thank 
u for always being there 
of us.” Ram and Upasana 
also attended the small 

get-together at Priyan-
ka’s LA home. The pic-
ture showed the couple 
posing with Priyanka, 
her mother Dr Madhu 
Chopra and Nick’s par-
ents. View this post on 
Instagram A post shared 
by Upasana Kamineni 
Konidela (@upasanaka-
minenikonidela) × Pri-
yanka is one such actress 
who always stays true to 
her roots. The ‘Quantico’ 
actress, who never shies 
away from supporting 
South Asian cinema, re-
cently hosted a pre-Oscar 
bash for all the Oscar 
nominees from her re-

gion. The event was at-
tended by many A-listers 
including Jr NTR, Mindy 
Kaling, Preity Zinta, 
‘Naatu Naatu’ singer 
Rahul Sipligunj, Malala 
Yousafzai among other. 
Preity and Mindy have 
shared a bunch of pho-
tos on their Instagram 
handle- check the post 
below: View this post on 
Instagram A post shared 
by Mindy Kaling (@
mindykaling) × View 
this post on Instagram 
A post shared by Preity 
G Zinta (@realpz) × In-
dian films nominated at 
Oscars 2023 This year, 
three Indian films have 
scored a nomination 
at the Oscars. Starting 
from RRR’s smash hit 
song ‘Naatu Naatu’ to 
The Elephant Whisper-
ers, directed by, Kartiki 
Gonsalves, which has 
received a nomination 
in the Best Documentary 
Short category. Shaunak 
Sen’s acclaimed All that 
Breathes has also bagged 
a nomination - in the 
Best Documentary.

Rihanna, Pregnant Again, Shows Off Baby 
Bump At Super Bowl Halftime Show

Amitabh Bachchan shares cryptic note after 
rib-injury: ‘If I do not, rest well, and my love’

Amitabh Bachchan re-
cently suffered a rib injury 
while filming his upcoming 
movie Project K co-starring 
Prabhas and Deepika Padu-
kone. Bachchan is currently 
recovering at his home in 
Mumbai and is constantly 
updating fans about his in-
jury and how he’s doing. 
Looking at all his recent 
blog posts and tweets, the 
80-year-old actor is appear-
ing very grim. In Holi, the 
actor shared that he’s feeling 
left out because he wasn’t 
able to celebrate the festival 
like previous years. And to-
day, the actor mourned the 
death of the actor Satish 
Kaushik, who passed away 
in Gurugram after suffering 
a heart attack. In the same 

post, Bachchan praised all 
his fans and followers for 
all the kind messages and 
artwork they are sending to 
him. In the end of the post, 
Bachchan shared a cryp-
tic message and wrote, “I 
shall return hopefully .. but 
if I do not .. rest well .. and 
my love.” Big B tribute to 
Satish Kaushik: Bachchan 
mourned the death of the 
actor, with whom he has 
worked in the 1998 film 
Bade Miyan Chote Miyan. 
Bachchan wrote, “And we 
have lost another .. A de-
lightful company, a most 
accomplished artist and in 
the prime of his career .. 
Satish Kaushik .. Working 
with you was so inspiring 
.. and such a learning .. My 

prayers .. ₹.’’ Message for
fans: Further, in the blog 
post, Bachchan admired all 
the aesthetic artwork, and 
visuals sent to him by his 
fans. At the end of the post, 
Bachchan wrote, “I shall 
return hopefully .. but if I 
do not .. rest well .. and my 

love ₹.” In his blog post 
earlier, he revealed that he 
suffered a muscle tear in his 
right rib cage. Project K on 
hold After Amitabh’s on-set 
injury, Nag Ashwin’s Proj-
ect K is currently on hold. 
The movie, which also stars 
Prabha.

New Delhi: Dear Rihanna 
fans, we have some fan-
tastic news coming your 
way.  Yes, she is expect-
ing her second child with 
partner, rapper A$AP 
Rocky. The couple wel-
comed their son in May, 
last year. Fans couldn’t 
keep calm after Rihanna 
dropped a hint during her 
performance at the Su-
per Bowl halftime show, 
where the Philadelphia 
Eagles faced Kansas 
City Chiefs. Oh, and, her 
baby bump dominated 
the conversation on so-
cial media. The news was 
confirmed by the singer’s 
representative following 

her power-packed perfor-
mance at the State Farm 
Arena in Glendale, Ari-
zona, as per The Holly-
wood Reporter. Rihanna 
delivered some of her 
biggest hits, including 

Where Have You Been, 
Diamonds, We Found 
Love, Umbrella, and Run 
This Town. Earlier, in 
an interview with Apple 
Music, Rihanna said that 
she wasn’t sure about the 

Super Bowl opportunity. 
“I was like, ‘You sure? 
I’m three months post-
partum. Should I be mak-
ing major decisions like 
this right now? I might 
regret this,” she was 
quoted as saying. On how 
motherhood changed her 
mindset, Rihanna said, 
“When you become a 
mom, there’s something 
that just happens where 
you feel like you could 
take on the world   you 
can do anything. And 
the Super Bowl is one of 
the biggest stages in the 
world, so as scary as that 
was … there’s something 
exhilarating.

Bollywood actress and 
Miss Universe 1994 Su-
shmita Sen left everyone 
awestruck when she took 
over the runway on Sat-
urday for Lakme Fash-
ion Week Day 3. As the 
showstopper, she walked 
gracefully for designer 
Anushree Reddy and 
flaunted her amazing cre-
ation in the best possible 
way. Despite suffering 
a heart attack recently, 
the actress fulfilled her 
work commitment with 
a huge smile on her face. 
A video of the fashioni-
sta walking on the ramp 
was shared on the official 
Instagram handle of the 
fashion week. Dressed 
in a heavily-embellished 
silver-yellow lehenga, 
the diva flaunted a dewy 
makeup look and mini-
mal jewellery. She left 
her tresses open and 
completed her look with 
a bindi. She did the cat-
walk with a flower bou-
quet in her hand. She 
later handed it over to a 
paparazzo who was sta-
tioned at the end point of 

the ramp. Sen is also seen 
having a fun banter with 
the audience sitting in 
the front row. View this 
post on Instagram A post 
shared by Lakmé Fash-
ion Week (@lakmefash-
ionwk) View this post on 
Instagram A post shared 
by Lakmé Fashion Week 
(@lakmefash ionwk) 
Also read: Shark Tank 
India 2: Actress Parul 
Gulati goes home with 
Rs 10 million cheque and 
a new investment partner 
On March 2, Sushmita 
gave a health update on 

her social media account. 
She revealed that she 
had to undergo an angio-
plasty and a stent had to 
be placed. She had also 
requested doctors to en-
sure no one knew about 
her hospitalisation. Sen’s 
post read, “I suffered a 
heart attack a couple of 
days back…Angioplasty 
done…stent in place…
and most importantly, 
my cardiologist recon-
firmed ‘I do have a big 
heart’.” Later in a live 
session, she informed her 
fans that she suffered a 

“massive heart attack” 
which was triggered by 
a 95% blockage in one 
of her main arteries. Last 
week, the actress said 
that she has recovered 
and has been “cleared” 
by her doctors. Talking 
about her work commit-
ments, Sen wrote, “Once 
I get a clearance from 
my doctors, I will be off 
to Jaipur to finish Aarya 
and I will also be work-
ing on the dubbing for 
Taali.” In her upcoming 
film Taali, she will be es-
saying the role.


