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IPS officer trainees told to 
maintain high standards 

of professionalism, values 
Delhi High Court Temporarily 
Halts Demolition Of Mehrauli 

Slums

Will Bihar Stop Modi’s Chariot 

in 2024 Polls? Survey Gives 

UPA Edge Over BJP

India Belongs To Me As Much As It Does To PM Modi,
Mohan Bhagwat: Jamiat Chief  In his statement, Mahmood Madani, president of Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind, asserted that he 

owns India as much as Prime Minister Narendra Modi and RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat do.
Delhi Fb11: Jamiat Ulema-
e-Hind president Maulana 
Mahmood Madani has said 
it is wrong to suggest that 
Islam came from outside 
and asserted that India 
belongs to him as much 
as it does to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
RSS chief Mohan Bhag-
wat. In his speech at the 
annual general session of 
the Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind 
(Mahmood Madani fac-
tion) here at the Ramlila 
ground, Madani said this 
land is the first homeland 
of Muslims. “To say and be-

lieve that Islam came from 
outside is wrong and is his-
torically baseless. Islam is a 

religion of this country and 
is the oldest one,” he said 
Friday. “This is our country. 

As much as this country 
belongs to Narendra Modi 
and Mohan Bhagwat, it 
belongs to Mahmood. Nei-
ther Mahmood is one inch 
ahead of them nor are they 
one inch ahead of Mah-
mood,” he said. The 34th 
‘General Session’ of  Jamiat, 
a prominent Muslim or-
ganisation, began here at 
the Ram Lila ground on 
Friday under the presi-
dentship of Madani. The 
organisation passed sev-
eral resolutions including 
one on the alleged rise in 
hate campaigns and Is-

lamophobia in the coun-
try. Jamiat demanded that 
a separate law be enacted 
to specifically punish those 
who incite violence against 
minorities. “The rise in Is-
lamophobia, besides cases 
of hatred and incitement 
against the Muslims com-
munity, has increased to an 
alarming level in our coun-
try, in the recent past,” the 
Jamiat alleged. “The most 
regrettable point is that 
though the government 
is aware of these develop-
ments, it prefers to adopt 
an ostrich-like approach,” 

it alleged. The Jamiat said 
it wants to draw the atten-
tion of the government 
on how to ensure the in-
tegrity and build a posi-
tive image of the country. 
The steps that it proposed 
should be taken included 
strict action against ele-
ments and those in media 
engaged in spreading ha-
tred. Another important 
resolution passed by the 
Jamiat on Friday was on 
measures to ensure voter 
registration and larger par-
ticipation in elections.

Cooperation Ministry Formed To Help Farmers: Amit Shah
The BJP always followed the ideals of Deen Dayal Upadhyay and stood for the progress 

and welfare of the citizens, adopting a humane approach towards issues, Shah said.
Delh Feb 11: The BJP-led 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment set up the Coop-
eration Ministry at the na-
tional level to help farmers 
on a large scale, the first 
Union Cooperation Min-
ister Amit Shah said on 
Saturday. Addressing the 
inaugural function of the 
Central Arecanut and Co-
coa Marketing and Pro-
cessing Co-operative Lim-

ited (CAMPCO) in Puttur of 
Dakshina Kannada district 
in Karnataka, Shah said the 

achievement of the multi-
state cooperative CAMPCO 
in this field is amazing. The 
Union Minister said the 
CAMPCO, which started 
with around 3,500 mem-
bers in 1973, now has 1.38 
lakh farmer members and 
annual turnover of around 
Rs 3,000 crore. “This is a 
certificate for their dedi-
cation in the last 50 years,” 
he said. Praising the Dak-

shina Kannada region as a 
‘Pavithra Bhoomi’ lying be-
tween the Western Ghats 
and the Arabian Sea, Shah 
said Gujaratis always think 
of Mangaluru when they 
consume supari. “We have 
a strong traditional link,” 
he said. The BJP always fol-
lowed the ideals of Deen 
Dayal Upadhyay and stood 
for the progress and wel-
fare of the citizens, adopt-

ing a humane approach 
towards issues, Shah said. 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
Basavaraj Bommai, veteran 
BJP leader B S Yediyurappa, 
State BJP president Nalin 
Kumar Kateel MP, State 
Ministers Araga Jnanen-
dra, Kota Srinivas Poojary, 
S Angara, V Sunil Kumar 
and MLAs from Dakshina 
Kannada and Udupi dis-
tricts and CAMPCO.

Digital India Movement Fuelled
Spirit Of Entrepreneurship, Startup Culture: TN Guv

Delh Feb 11: The Digital In-
dia movement has fuelled 
the spirit of entrepreneur-
ship and startup culture 
in the country, Tamil Nadu 
Governor R N Ravi said in 
Coimbatore on Saturday. 
Adoption of sustainable 
practices and green tech-
nology has to be integrat-
ed with the future efforts 
of building our nation, the 
Governor said while ad-
dressing the graduation 
day ceremony of PSG Col-

lege of Arts and Science. 
“To meet our aspirations 
for a new India, we need 
to focus on our sustainable 
development goals,” Ravi 
said in a release issued 

by the college. Highlight-
ing various features of the 
National Education Policy, 
he said that the digital In-
dia movement fuelled the 
spirit of entrepreneurship 
and startup culture in the 
nation. The world looks at 
India with great expecta-
tions and the country is the 
fastest-growing economy, 
even as the entire world is 
in a recession-like scenario, 
he said. Before 2014, the 
number of startups in India 

was 500 but today there 
are 90,000 startups. Simi-
larly, the country is emerg-
ing as the largest manu-
facturing hub, and it is 
already the second largest 
in mobile and automobile 
sectors, the Governor said. 
Ravi awarded degrees to 
3,877 graduates, including 
71 rank-holders, and also 
unveiled the foundation 
stone for the ‘School of Life 
Sciences’, the release said.

Women Need To Be At Centre Of Decisions
For Future-Ready Society: Smriti Irani

Delh Feb 11: Union Min-
ister Smriti Irani on Sat-
urday said women have 
to be at the centre of any 
discourse and decision 
for a future-ready society. 
Speaking at the G-20 Em-
power Inception meeting, 
the women and child de-
velopment minister said 
India is keen to play a key 
role in finding pragmatic 
global solutions for the 
well-being of all and, in 
doing so, manifest the 
true spirit of “Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam” (the world 
is one family). Irani par-
ticularly emphasised the 
scale of India’s self-help 
group (SHG) story and 
highlighted the impor-
tance of women’s lead-
ership at the grassroots 
levels and efforts towards 
ensuring the availability of 
banking and financial ser-
vices to every woman. ”If 
you want to get your future 
right, if you want to be fu-

ture-ready, make sure that 
women are at the centre 
of the discourse and that 
women are at the centre of 
your decisions,” the minis-
ter said on the first day of 
the two-day meet. Besides, 
she also cited the quest 
for gender justice in India 
through a gender inclusion 
fund in the National Edu-
cation Policy, construction 
of toilets for every house-

hold and introduction of 
a menstrual hygiene pro-
tocol. The summit aims to 
provide an opportunity to 
develop a roadmap, frame 
policies and for mobilis-
ing common strengths to-
wards promoting equality 
and women-led develop-
ment. Irani also underlined 
that the three focus areas 
under India’s G20 presi-
dency are -- “Women’s En-

trepreneurship: A win-win 
for Equity and Economy”, 
“Partnership for promot-
ing women’s leadership 
at all levels including at 
grassroots” and “Educa-
tion, the key to women’s 
empowerment and equal 
workforce participation”. 
In his special address, G20 
Sherpa Amitabh Kant fo-
cused on how India holds 
the G20 presidency at a 
time the world is facing 
several challenges such as 
those of recession, climate 
change, the need for cli-
mate finance and more. 
Kant said India’s G20 presi-
dency will be inclusive, de-
cisive, outcome-oriented 
and action-oriented and 
nobody can achieve this 
more than the women of 
the world. He said to fur-
ther increase India’s rate of 
growth, it would be essen-
tial to raise the per capita 
income of women and put 
them in positions of lead-

Delhi Records Maximum Temperature 
Of 27.7 Degrees Celsius

Delh Feb 11: The national 
capital witnessed a warm 
day on Saturday as the 
mercury settled at 27.7 de-
grees Celsius, five notches 
above the season’s aver-
age, the India Meteorolog-
ical Department said. The 
minimum temperature 
was recorded at 14 de-
grees Celsius, four notches 
above the season’s aver-
age, it said. The relative hu-
midity oscillated between 
95 per cent and 45 per 
cent. The air quality index 

(AQI) in Delhi stood at 280 
at 6 pm. An AQI between 
zero and 50 is considered 
‘good’, 51 and 100 ‘satisfac-
tory’, 101 and 200 ‘mod-
erate’, 201 and 300 ‘poor’, 
301 and 400 ‘very poor’, 
and 401 and 500 ‘severe’. 
The weather department 
has predicted strong sur-
face winds for Sunday. The 
maximum and minimum 
temperatures are likely to 
settle at 24 degrees Celsius 
and 11 degrees Celsius re-
spectively.

Covid-19 Has 
Significant 
Impact On Liver, 
Study At Mumbai 
Civic Hospital 
Delhi Fb11: Covid-19 can 
have a significant impact 
on the liver besides respi-
ratory and other vital sys-
tems, a study by a civic-run 
hospital in Mumbai has 
shown. The study by the 
Gastroenterology depart-
ment of BYL Nair Hospi-
tal, which was among the 
main hospitals earmarked 
for treating coronavirus 
patients in the city, found 
that almost half the partici-
pants had developed liver 
abnormalities.

We Will Make 
Schools In Del-
hi, Punjab Best 
In The World: 
Kejriwal
Delhi Fb11: Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal Saturday 
said education is “a prior-
ity” for the AAP-led dis-
pensations and work will 
be done to make govern-
ment schools in both Delhi 
and Punjab the “best in the 
world”. AAP is the ruling 
party in Delhi and Punjab. 
Kejriwal was addressing a 
gathering of principals at 
an event here in the pres-
ence of his Punjab coun-
terpart Bhagwant Mann. 
Mann said that teachers in 
Punjab will not be engaged 
in anything other than 
teaching. In his address, 
Kejriwal said, “Improving 
and fixing education sys-
tem in Delhi since we took 
charge here was very dif-
ficult.” Infrastructure was 
given a push earlier and 
then the AAP government 
focused on training teach-
ers and principals, the 
party supremo said. Until 
teachers and principals are 
motivated, the impact will 
not be visible, he said. “If 
government wants.

Body Of An Indian Man Who Was On
Business Trip To Turkey Pulled Out From Debris

he body of an Indian, who was missing 
since a catastrophic earthquake hit Turkey 
on February 6, has been pulled out from 
underneath the debris of a hotel, the In-
dian embassy informed. Vijay Kumar was 

working for a Bengaluru-
based company and was on 
a business trip to Turkey. Ku-
mar was from Uttarakhand. 
According to media reports, 
Kumar was pulled out from 
beneath the rubble of hotel 
Matalya. Rescue teams in 
Turkey on Saturday pulled 
to safety a family of five who 
survived inside their col-
lapsed home for five days 

following a major earthquake in a sprawl-
ing border region of Turkey and Syria. The 
death toll, however, was approaching 
25,000.

Congress-CPI(M) Kushti In Kerala,
Dosti In Northeast: PM Modi Ahead Of Tripura Elections

Delh Feb 11: Lashing out at the 
Congress-CPI(M) alliance in Tripura, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Saturday said that the two parties 
fight ‘kushti’ (wrestling) in Kerala 
and have done ‘dosti’ (friendship) 
in the northeastern state. Making 
a veiled reference to Tipra Motha, 
Modi claimed that some other par-
ties were also helping the opposi-
tion alliance from behind but any 
vote for them will take Tripura sev-
eral years backwards. “Old players of 
misgovernance have joined hands 
for ‘chanda’ (donation). Those fight-
ing ‘kushti’ (wrestling) in Kerala have 
done ‘dosti’ (friendship) in Tripura,” 
the PM said at an election rally in Rad-

hakishorepur in Gomati district. The 
opposition wants to divide the votes. 

Some small ‘vote-cutter’ parties are 
waiting for the election results, hop-
ing to get their price. Those out with 
dreams of horse trading, lock them in 
their homes now itself,” he said. Ad-
dressing another election rally in Am-
bassa in Dhalai district earlier in the 
day, he alleged that the Left and Con-
gress governments created division 
among tribals, while the BJP worked 
to resolve their issues, including that 
of the Brus. “The BJP is working for 
the upliftment of tribals across India. 
We have rehabilitated in Tripura over 
37,000 Brus displaced from Mizoram. 
Our government has introduced the 
tribal language Kokborok in higher 
education.

Secularism 
and 
tolerance 
are in India’s 
DNA: Naqvi

Delh Feb 11: Senior BJP 
leader Mukhtar Abbas 
Naqvi on Saturday said 
religious and social har-
mony, secularism and tol-
erance are in India’s DNA 
and asserted that it is the 
only country where believ-
ers of almost all religions 
live peacefully. Address-
ing the “Samajik Samrasta 
Sammelan” organised by 
Bharatiya Baudh Sangh to 
mark the birth anniversary 
of Sant Guru Ravidas here, 
Naqvi said Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s honesty 
and hard work.

Was govt ‘cow-ed’ by jokes or was it ‘cow-ardice
Tharoor’s dig after ‘Cow Hug Day’ appeal withdrawal

Delh Feb 11 Senior Con-
gress leader Shashi Tha-
roor on Saturday took a 
swipe over the Animal Wel-
fare Board of India with-
drawing its appeal to cel-
ebrate February 14 as ‘Cow 
Hug Day’, asking whether 
the government was “cow-
ed” by the jokes made at its 
expense or was it merely 
“cow-ardice”. Tharoor’s dig 
came a day after the Ani-
mal Welfare Board of India 
(AWBI) said it has with-

drawn the appeal to cel-
ebrate February 14 as ‘Cow 
Hug Day’ following direc-
tions from the government 
amid widespread criticism 
on social media. Reacting 
to the development, Tha-

roor said on Twitter, “Was 
the Government cow-ed 
by the jokes made at its 
expense or was it merely 
cow-ardice?” “My guess is 
the original appeal was 
an oral instruction: ‘Valen-
tine’s Day: let them hug 
their guy’ & the last word 
was misheard by a Hindu 
Rashtravadi as gaay!’,” the 
former Union minister said. 
The withdrawal of the ap-
peal came just a day after 
Union minister Parshottam 



2 City Indian Horizon
           Sunday February- 12 -2023

Inter Practical Exams starts 15th Feb  

Bureau Chief 
M.A.Samad : Nizamabad 
February 11 ; Accord-
ing to the instructions of 
the Telangana State Inter 
Board Secretary, for the 
academic year 2022-23, 
practical examinations 
(experimental examina-
tions) will be conducted 
in the junior college of 
the district in three phas-
es from 15th February to 

2nd March, District Inter 
Education Officer Ra-
ghuraj has informed.  It 
has been informed that 
the practical exams will 
be conducted in selected 
Junior Colleges for the 
practical examination 
centers of the district in 
the first release from 15th 
to 20th February , second 
release from 21st to 25th 
and third release from 

26th to March 2nd .  Prin-
cipals of Government 
Junior Colleges, Private 
Junior Colleges, Model 
Junior Colleges, Social 
Welfare Residential Ju-
nior Colleges, Tribal 
Welfare Junior Colleges, 
BC Welfare Junior Col-
leges, Minority Junior 
Colleges, KGBV Junior 
Colleges are directed to 
download the hall tick-
ets from their college 
login to all the students 
for these practical exams.  
Owners and principals 
of private colleges were 
ordered not to exert any 
pressure to collect fees 
from students.  The dis-
trict inter-educational of-
ficer informed that a total 
of 19,744 general and 
vocational students are 
appearing for these prac-
tical exams in the district.  
It has been informed that 
70 examination centers 
have been allocated for 
general practical exami-
nations and seven exami-
nation centers for voca-
tional examinations in 
the district. The district 

inter education officer 
said that if the informa-
tion is given to the office 
of the district inter edu-
cation officer, whether it 
is a problem of hall tick-
ets or hall tickets, they 
will work to solve the 
problem.  He said that 
the principals of the re-
spective colleges should 
identify the problem and 
inform them.  It has been 
informed that the practi-
cal exams are conducted 
in two sessions, morning 
and afternoon.  Accord-
ing to the number of stu-
dents appearing for the 
exams in the respective 
colleges, the exam dates 
have been decided.  The 
district inter education 
officer has ordered the 
principals of the colleges 
selected for the examina-
tion centers to check the 
center name, examina-
tion date and subject in 
the hall ticket of each 
student to take precau-
tionary measures to avoid 
any difficulties in con-
ducting the examination.

Electricity should provide round the clock  

Despite political mudslinging, Telangana getting 
investments, says KT Rama Rao

Women should undergo anemia 
test: Karimnagar Collector
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Karimnagar: Collector 
RV Karnan said all wom-
en above the age group 
of 18 years must under-

go anemia tests to make 
Karimnagar an anemia 
free district. Speaking 
at a meeting with medi-
cal officers, programme 
officers and anganwadi 

supervisors, Karnan in-
structed officials to take 
steps to make Karim-
nagar a anemia free dis-
trict by providing better 
treatment to women suf-
fering from anemia. Be-
sides educating women 
about the A-Shield mo-
bile app, it was necessary 
to ensure women to uti-
lize the app. Karimnagar 
Dairy progressing on par 
with Amul dairy: Chair-
man Ch Rajeshwar Rao 
He wanted the officials 
to post online details of 
pregnant women and 
children vaccination re-
cords regularly. DMHO 
Dr Juveria, Women and 
Child Welfare officer 
Sabitha Kumari, hospi-
tal superintendent Rat-
namala, and others were 
present.

Shift power connections to temples from commercial 
to domestic category: Indrakaran Reddy

Hyderabad: Endowments 
Minister A Indrakaran 
Reddy said proposals to 
consider power supply 
connections to temples 
under domestic category 
were cleared and asked 
officials to pursue the is-
sue with the Electricity 
department officials for 
shifting of power con-
nections from commer-
cial to domestic category. 
He said in case of any 
specific issues brought to 
his notice, necessary ac-
tion would be initiated. 
ALSO READ Despite 
political mudslinging, 
Telangana getting invest-

ments, says KT Rama 
Rao Centre forcing States 
to buy coal to benefit 
business tycoon close to 
BJP, says KTR Replying 
to discussion on the En-
dowments department, 

the Minister said the de-
partment would release 
funds for 20 temples un-
der Dhoopa Deepa Na-
ivedyam scheme as per 
recommendations of the 
local MLAs within their 

respective constituen-
cies. He said the State 
government allocated Rs 
200 crore for Sri Lak-
shmi Narasimha Swamy 
temple at Yadadri, Rs 100 
crore for Sri Anjaneya 
Swamy temple at Konda-
gattu and Rs 50 crore for 
the Sri Raja Rajeshwara 
Swamy temple at Vemu-
lawada. He stated that 
about 1,742 temples were 
being developed with Rs 
387.83 crore and funds 
worth Rs 200 crore were 
being provided to 2,896 
temples under Dhoo-
pa Deepa Naivedyam 
scheme.

Hyderabad: Coming 
down heavily on the 
Centre’s discrimination 
towards Telangana, IT 
and Industries Minis-
ter KT Rama Rao said 
despite all the political 
mudslinging, invest-
ments were flowing into 
Telangana. He pointed 
out that though the Cen-
tre did not sanction the 
railway coach factory at 
Kazipet as promised, the 
State government had 
facilitated establishment 
of India’s largest private 
coach factory by Medha 
Servo, which would roll 
out even Vande Bharat 
coaches soon. In the last 
eight and half years, the 
State had received in-
vestments worth Rs.3.32 
lakh crore and created 

22 lakh direct employ-
ment through TS-iPASS. 
ALSO READ Centre 
forcing States to buy 
coal to benefit business 
tycoon close to BJP, 
says KTR Telangana 
preferred destination for 
investments Telangana 
attracted investments 
worth Rs 21,400 crore 
at WEF: KT Rama Rao 
During a discussion on 
IT and Industry depart-
ments in the Assembly 
on Friday, Rama Rao 
said no government 
could provide jobs to 
all in the public sec-
tor and hence, the State 
government was pro-
moting establishment of 
industries in the private 
sector. The State gov-
ernment was promoting 

numerous sector-specific 
industrial parks across 
the State. The Minister 
said the IT exports from 
Telangana had increased 
from Rs.57,000 crore 
in June 2014 to Rs.1.83 
lakh crore in June 2022. 
As a policy, the State 
government was decen-
tralising development 
of IT industry across 
the State especially in 
tier-II cities. However, 
the Centre was treating 
Telangana like an enemy 
country and depriving 
employment opportuni-
ties to local youth. He 
reminded that the Centre 
had sold 163 public sec-
tor enterprises, depriv-
ing employment for over 
9.19 lakh employees. He 
wanted BJP leaders here 

to convince the Centre 
and ensure necessary 
support for promotion of 
the IT and Industrial sec-
tors in the State. “Rather 
than contributing for de-
velopment of the State, 
the Opposition leaders 
are now keen to destroy 
public properties like 
Pragathi Bhavan and the 
State Secretariat,” he 
said and urged people to 
safeguard the State from 
such leaders. Rama Rao 
said Telangana was the 
first State to establish In-
dustrial Health Clinics to 
support ailing industries 
where total 249 units got 
financial support, 455 
units got consultancy 
and 466 got diagnostic 
study, saving them from 
shutdown. He admitted 

that the State govern-
ment disbursed Rs 3,933 
crore towards industrial 
incentives since the State 
formation, and payment 
of remaining Rs 3,400 
crore could not be paid 
due to Covid-19 caused 
economic crisis. The 
Minister said Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi was 
acting against the hand-
loom sector by imposing 
five percent tax and also 
withdrawing all support 
system by shutting down 
all India Handicrafts 
Board, All India Pow-
erloom Board, All India 
Handloom Board and 
other organisations. He 
reminded that thrift fund, 
health and life insurance 
schemes for weavers also 
were withdrawn. “Sab ka 

BRS demands action against Bandi for 
comments on Secretariat building design

Hyderabad: Finding fault 
with BJP State president 
Bandi Sanjay’s com-
ments on the Secretariat 
building designs, BRS 
leaders demanded stern 
action against the BJP 
leader. The BJP leader 
had reportedly threat-
ened to bring down the 
domes on the Secretariat, 
claiming that the build-
ing resembled Taj Ma-
hal, which was a burial 
chamber. ALSO READ 
Despite political mud-
slinging, Telangana get-
ting investments, says 

KT Rama Rao Telangana 
to achieve oil palm culti-
vation target by March: 
Niranjan Reddy Reacting 
sharply, Agriculture Min-
ister S Niranjan Reddy 

said domes were part of 
engineering structures. 
There were domes in 
the Supreme Court, Red 
Fort and many Assembly 
buildings in the country. 

Would the BJP State pres-
ident bring them down, 
the Minister asked while 
addressing the media in 
the Assembly on Friday. 
He also raised objections 
to TPCC president A Re-
vanth Reddy’s comments 
that Pragathi Bhavan 
should be bombed. “The 
State police should book 
suo moto cases against 
Bandi Sanjay and Re-
vanth Reddy for conspir-
ing to demolish govern-
ment assets,” Niranjan 
Reddy said.

IPS officer trainees told to maintain high standards of professionalism, values 
Hyderabad, Feb 11: Union 
Minister of Home Affairs 
Amit Shah has urged the 
IPS officer trainees to 
maintain high standards of 
professionalism and ster-
ling values in their service. 
Addressing the 74th batch 
of IPS officer trainees at 
the Dikshant Parade held 
at Sardar Vallabhai Patel 
(SVP) National Police Acad-
emy  here on Saturday,  he 
received the Salute of the 
Dikshant Parade led by 
IPS Probationer of Kerala 
Cadre and the best all-
round topper of the batch 

in Phase-1 of 74 RR (2021) 
Shahansha K.S. The Home 
Minister has asked the of-
ficer trainees to dedicate 
themselves to build a 
stronger India by the time 
of the 100th year of Indian 
Independence in 2047, and 
reminded that the country 
had seen several ups and 
downs and also many chal-
lenging times in internal 
security in the past seven 
years. Recalling that more 
than 36,000 police person-
nel laid down their lives in 
the last seven decades in 
the line of service, he has 

asked the probationers to 
lead the police force with 
accountability, discipline, 
dedication and accessibil-
ity. Emphasising the major 
role played by the Indian 
police forces in the mainte-
nance of internal security, 
the Home Minister called 
for a unified approach 
and coordination across 
various agencies. He men-
tioned that in the last eight 
years, the government at 
the centre was successful 
in bringing down terror-
ist and insurgency related 
incidents drastically es-

pecially in the three ma-
jor theatres of Jammu & 
Kashmir, North East and 
Left Wing Extremist (LWE) 
prone areas. “This was only 
possible due to zero tol-
erance policy, strong will 
and by strengthening the 
law enforcement agencies 
which worked for the inter-
nal security of the nation,” 
Shah said. Earlier, Direc-
tor of the Sardar Vallabhai 
Patel (SVP) National Police 
Academy AS  Rajan,  in his 
welcome and introductory 
speech, elaborated the var-
ious training sessions and 

modules undergone by 
the passing out trainees. 
He said, “Union Minister 
of Home Affairs Amit Shah 
presented The Indian Po-
lice Service Martyrs’ Trophy 
for the Best Squad in Train-
ing received by AGMUT 
cadre from Platoon No.2 
Karthik Shrotriya,  The Tonk 
Cup for Equitation to Nepal 
Police Officer Sagar Timilsi-
na. IPS (P) of 74 RR Diksha 
from Bihar cadre, won the 
IPS Association’s Sword of 
Honour for the best Out-
door Probationer,” She is 
the only second lady offi-

cer trainee to win the IPS 
association’s sword of hon-
our. The Union Minister 
also presented trophies to 
several other officer train-
ees who showed exempla-
ry performance during the 
training at the Academy. 
195 officer trainees in-
cluding 29 officer trainees 
from friendly countries of 
Nepal, Maldives, Mauritius 
and Bhutan have passed 
out from the Academy. 
Dikshant Parade marks the 
culmination of the Phase-I 
training of the IPS officer.

     PCC Mahesh Kumar Goud condemns  
Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A. Samad : Nizam-
abad February 11 ; Today at 
Congress Bhavan, PCC Ex-
ecutive President Mahesh 
Kumar Goud addressed to 
media along with District 
Congress Committee. On 
this occasion, Mahesh Ku-
mar Goud said that in order 
to overcome power cuts in 
the state in the past, dur-
ing the reign of Rajasekhar 
Reddy and Chandrababu 
Naidu, the power projects 
in the state were laid and 
the projects were com-
pleted by the time Telan-
gana state came.  He said 
that more electricity is not 
being given, 24 hours elec-
tricity has stopped . Earlier, 
MP Arvind said that the 
price of turmeric was 8000 
rupees and it was the work 
of the BJP government, but 
now the price of turmeric 
has fallen to 4000 rupees, 
Arvind said, where has the 
BJP’s effort gone, the same 
yellow board remains.  On 
this occasion, Mahesh Ku-
mar Goud appealed to the 
farmers that this situation 
would not have happened 
to the farmers, if they 
were keep patience for 

one year, as Rahul Gandhi 
said in Warangal, the Con-
gress government would 
provide a support price 
of 12 thousand rupees for 
turmeric.  Price, 2500 sup-
port price per paddy crop 
.  They said that they had 
promised, and when the 
Congress government 
came, it was implemented. 
It was the Congress party 
that gave free electricity, 
farmer loan waiver, and 
support price. KCR is brag-
ging that he is giving 5000 
rupees to farmers per acre. 
If they are given a support 
price of 250 rupees, it is 
estimated that the farm-

ers will gain about 35,000.  
He said that the govern-
ment is currently buying 
paddy at a support price 
of Rs 2,500 in Chhattisgarh 
state, where the Congress 
party is in power.  He said 
that KCR has a history of 
fostering the broker sys-
tem in the state and taking 
commissions from the rice 
millers system, and even 
though there are nine leg-
islators, MLCs and govern-
ment whips in the district, 
the district has not got a 
single project.  He asked 
what KCR will ask for votes 
in Nanded for bedroom 
house, jobs, loan waiver, 

unemployment benefits.  
He said that it is ridiculous 
that KCR, who did not show 
sympathy when the central 
minister killed the farmers 
in the past, said that the 
next government would 
be a farmer’s government, 
and it was the Congress 
party that gave reserva-
tion to women.  Mahesh 
Kumar Goud announced 
that in the nine years of 
the TRS government in the 
state, the state has been 
in debt, three farmers and 
two unemployed people 
are still committing sui-
cide, and the central state 
governments are using the 
country’s wealth for big 
industrial projects due to 
two bribes. The Congress 
party won the next elec-
tion and gave 12 thousand 
rupees to the yellow farm-
ers.  Mahesh Kumar Goud 
said that the price will be 
provided. PCC General 
Secretary Nagesh Reddy, 
District Kisan Congress 
Muppa Gangareddy, State 
Youth Congress Vice Presi-
dent Ramarthi Gopi, Dis-
trict Youth Congress Presi-
dent Vicky Yadav, District 
NSI President Venu Raj.

Arrangements Complete : DIEO Raghuraj  
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High Court Directs Tamil Nadu Police To 
Allow RSS Marches Across State BENGALURU: A team 

of officials from Elec-
tion Commission of In-
dia (ECI) directed of-
ficials concerned of the 
State to identify polling 
booths with low voter 
turnout in both Assembly 
and Lok Sabha polls and 
also to find out the cause 
for low voter turnout in 
these booths. Director of 
ECI Subhra Saxena and 
its secretary B.C. Patra, 
SVEEP director Santosh 
Ajmera and others were 
in the ECI team to ob-
serve the preparations 
for the ensuing Assembly 
polls. The team visited 
the State on February 7-9 
and toured various divi-
sions such as Kalaburagi, 
Mysuru, Bengaluru and 
held meetings with Dep-
uty Commissioners. The 
ECI team wanted officials 
concerned to initiate steps 
to increase voter turnout 
during the forthcoming 
Assembly polls in the 
State and also to increase 
facilities for the voters to 
come and vote in larger 
numbers than the previ-

ous polls. The ECI team 
also wanted officials con-
cerned to increase voter 
turnout in polls through 
creation of awareness on 
voting and wanted offi-
cials concerned to make 
use of technology to draw 
more voters to the poll-
ing booths. They wanted 
the officials concerned 
to draw the attention of 
young voters. The ECI 
team inspected Electronic 
Voting Machines as part 
of their visits to the dis-

tricts. The ECI also held 
a meeting with the State 
Nodal Officer of System-
atic Voters Education and 
Electoral Participation 
(SVEEP) P.S. Vastrad. 
State Election Commis-
sioner Manoj Kumar 
Meena and Additional 
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajendra Cholan 
were with the ECI team 
to observe the poll prepa-
rations going on in the 
State.

Avail free legal services through Lokadalat  
Bureau Chief M.A.Samad 
: Kamareddy February 11 
; District Collector Jitesh 
V Patil said that free legal 
services can be availed 
through the District Nya-
ya Sevadhikhar organi-
zation so that everyone 
gets equal justice.  Ka-
mareddy District Nyaya 
Seva Authority organized 
National Lokadalat pro-
gram on Saturday.  Col-
lector attended and spoke 
as the chief guest in this 
program.  He said that the 
problems that have been 
pending for years will 
get a permanent solution.  
He said that people have 
faith that disputes will 
be resolved through the 
court.  It is stated that the 
Legal Service Authority 
will provide its support 
to the parties.  He said 
that due to the pending 

cases for years, the par-
ties will suffer.  He said 
that the poor people and 
economically backward 
people will get free le-
gal aid and advice.  Dis-

trict Judge and Chair-
man Sridevi spoke in the 
meeting.  The people of 
the district were asked 
to consider the way of 
compromise through Na-

tional Lok Adalat as the 
right way.  He said that 
the Constitution has giv-
en everyone the right to 
get justice.  He said that 
the people of the district 

should take advantage 
of this opportunity.  SP 
Srinivas Reddy, District 
Legal Service Authority 
Secretary Kiran Kumar, 
judges and lawyers.

Former Kerala CM Oommen Chandy to be 
shifted to Bengaluru for further treatment

Thiruvananthapuram: 
Former Kerala Chief 
Minister and senior Con-
gress leader, Oommen 
Chandy, who has been 
admitted to a private hos-
pital near here, will be 
shifted to Bengaluru for 
further treatment, AICC 
general Secretary in 
charge of Organisation, 
K C Venugopal, said on 
Saturday. After visiting 
Chandy at the hospital 

at nearby Neyyattinkara, 
Venugopal said doctors 
have informed that the 
former chief minister was 
free from pneumonia. 
Venugopal said Chandy 
will be shifted to a hos-
pital in Bengaluru as de-
cided by the Congress 
party. “He (Chandy) is 
a bit tired. The doctors 
say he is now free from 
pneumonia. I met him 
under the direction of the 

party president. He will 
be shifted to Bengaluru 
and AICC will make nec-
essary arrangements for 
the travel and treatment,” 
Venugopal told report-
ers. Meanwhile, Chandy 
Oommen, the son of for-
mer chief minister, also 
confirmed that pneumo-
nia has subsided and the 
Congress leader will be 
shifted to Bengaluru.

23rd Wedding anniversary 
celebrates at balasadan  

Bureau Chief 
M.A.Samad : Nizamabad 
February 11 ; Today on 
the auspicious occasion 
of the 23rd wedding an-
niversary of Honorary 
Employee JAC District 
Chairman smt Aluka Va-
sundhara-Kishan under 
the aegis of TNGO Dis-
trict Secretary Amruth 
Kumar presided over 
the wedding anniversary 
celebrations at Balasa-
dan School in the city in 
the presence of ashram 
students.  After cutting 
the cake and celebrating, 
distributed note books, 

pens, water bottles and 
sweets and fruits to the 
students and felicitated 
the pious couple, TNGO 
District Executive Com-
mittee, President Ex-

ecutive Committee of all 
departments, and vari-
ous departmental forum 
president secretaries, em-
ployees and well-wishers 
were present

Court Stays CBI Probe Against Karnataka 
Congress Chief Till February 24

Bengaluru: The Karna-
taka High Court on Fri-
day stayed the Central 
Bureau of Investigation’s 
(CBI) proceedings in a 
corruption case against 
Karnataka Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (KPCC) 
president D K Shivakua-
mar till February 24. The 
HC has also directed the 
premier agency to submit 
an action taken report be-
fore February 22 in the 
case registered under the 
Prevention of Corruption 
Act. The Enforcement 
Directorate had issued 

summons to Shivakumar 
while his daughter was 
issued a notice by the 
CBI, the Congress leader 
had revealed on Febru-
ary 8. He had been asked 
to appear before ED on 
February 22, which he 
had alleged to be politi-
cal vendetta. Appearing 
for the Congress state 
president before Justice 
K Natarajan on Friday, 
senior counsel CH Jad-
hav argued that it was 
an attempt by the CBI 
and ED to impose men-
tal pressure on his coun-

sel ahead of the upcom-
ing Karnataka Assembly 
elections. The agencies 
were repeatedly issuing 
notices to Shivakumar 
and his family, the court 
was told. The HC pointed 
out that the cases were 

from 2020. The court 
also questioned the CBI 
on the progress of the 
investigation over the 
last two years. The court 
asked the agency when 
it would file the final re-
port. It stayed the pro-

ceedings till the next date 
of hearing and adjourned 
the case. The issue began 
with the Income Tax raid 
on Shivakumar in 2017. 
Based on the informa-
tion provided by the IT 
department, the ED too 
started its probe against 
him. Based on the ED 
investigation, the CBI 
sought sanction from the 
state government to file 
an FIR against the Con-
gress state president. The 
sanction came on Sep-
tember 25, 2019 and the 
FIR was filed.

An electrifying day unfolded in Hyderabad! 
The city hosted India’s 1st 
elite electric motor race, 
Greenko India #Hyder-
abadEPrix, ABB FIA For-
mula E World Champion-
ship today. Minister KTR 
attended the event. Electric 
cars raced on the 2.835 km 
long street circuit alongside 
the banks of Hussainsagar 
Lake. Thousands of rac-
ing enthusiasts, including 
sports stars, film celebri-
ties witnessed India’s first 
ever Formula E in Hyder-
abad. The spectators were 
spellbound as electric cars 
zipped by the street circuit. 

Kerala Trans Couple Seeks Relaxation In 
Birth Certificate Norms Of Baby

Kozhikode (Kerala): A 
transgender couple, which 
was recently blessed with 
a baby, has approached 
the hospital authorities de-
manding to register their 
new gender identity in the 
birth certificate and other 
documents of the newborn. 
Though Zahhad had deliv-
ered the child, the trans-
man wanted his name to be 
registered as the father of 
the baby and Ziya Paval, 
his trans woman partner as 

its mother. Paval told PTI 
that a request has been sub-
mitted to the Government 

Medical College Hospital 
authorities for the same. 
“We gave a letter to the 

hospital authorities in this 
regard and they assured us 
that it will be considered. 
As per the recent verdicts 
of the Supreme Court and 
the Transgender Persons 
Act 2019, we have the right 
to change our gender,” she 
said. Paval also said they 
have the transgender identi-
ty card issued by the Union 
government and so they ex-
pect that there won’t be any 
legal hurdle to get their re-
quest granted. 

ECI wants identification of 
booth with low voter turnout

Chennai: Madras High 
Court on Friday direct-
ed Tamil Nadu police 
to grant permission to 
Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) to take 
route marches in various 
districts across the State 
on public roads. On Sep-
tember 30, 2022, the Ma-
dras High Court directed 
the Tamil Nadu police 
to grant permission to 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) to organise 
the rally on November 

6 instead of October 2. 
The Court was hear-
ing a contempt of court 
petition filed by RSS’ 
Tiruvallur joint secretary 
R Karthikeyan against 
the Police for denying 
permission to the route 
march on October 2, 
2022. In November 2022, 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) workers 
carried out their annual 
rallies in Cuddalore, Kal-
lakurichi and Perambalur 
districts in Tamil Nadu 

after the Sangh had got 
permission for their 
rally from Madras High 
Court. Last year, Tamil 
Nadu Police had denied 
permission for RSS ral-
lies in many places for 
which RSS office bearers 
had moved a contempt 
of court petition in the 
Madras High Court. The 
court had made it clear 
that authorities would 
face contempt action if 
they violate the order. 
“The Court had passed 

orders only after taking 
all circumstances into 
consideration and that no 
one should be allowed to 
undermine a judicial or-
der and denial of permis-
sion despite court orders 
seems to be a mockery,” 
RSS Side Senior Coun-
sel Prabhakaran had ar-
gued last year. Police 
side Council Elango had 
said that the central in-
telligence agencies itself 
had given inputs to the 
State regarding possible 
disturbance of law and 
order due to the action 
taken against the Popu-
lar Front of India (PFI). 
“Chennai High Court has 
given permission to the 
RSS March and ordered 
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment to consider giving 
permission for the RSS 
March. Though it is said 
that, due to law and order 
issues the Government 
is denying permission 
for RSS March,” an of-
ficial release from Tamil 
Nadu Government is-

sued last year had said. 
“The Union Government 
has banned PFI and con-
demning this, various 
Muslim organizations are 
protesting across Tamil 
Nadu. Recently, various 
events in Tamil Nadu 
are triggering religious 
feelings and on the same 
day of the planned RSS 
March. Few political par-
ties have asked permis-
sion for human harmony 
chain demonstrations 
against the RSS march. 
Police are working day 
and night and patrolling 
to ensure law and order 
in the state. So it is decid-
ed not to give permission 
for the RSS march and 
other organised Human 
Harmony chains,” an 
official release from the 
Tamil Nadu government 
had said last year. Fol-
lowing this order, vari-
ous DMK alliance par-
ties like VCK, MDMK 
and the communist party 
had requested the gov-
ernment.
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Delhi High Court Temporarily Halts 
Demolition Of Mehrauli Slums

New Delhi: The Delhi 
High Court Friday di-
rected the authorities 
to maintain the status 
quo on 400 jhuggis of a 
slum colony in Mehrauli, 
which were to be demol-
ished during the day. The 
high court listed the mat-
ter for further hearing on 
February 14 noting that 
the counsel for the au-
thorities, including Delhi 
Urban Shelter Improve-
ment Board (DUSIB) 
and Delhi Development 

Authority (DDA), did 
not have complete in-
structions today. “In 
light of the averments 
made in the petition that 
Ghosiya Slum Colony is 
a jhuggi cluster duly en-
listed in the list published 
by DUSIB on its official 
website, which records 
400 jhuggis, as also the 
2015 policy and the fact 
that the respondents do 
not have instructions in 
the matter, the respon-
dents are directed to 
maintain status quo with 

respect to the 400 jhuggis 
verified by DUSIB, until 
the next date of hearing,” 
Justice Manpreet Pritam 
Singh Arora said. The 
DDA, on Friday, started 
a demolition drive in 
the Mehrauli area amid 
police security. Locals 
claimed that some two 
and three-storeyed build-
ings near Aulia Masjid at 
Andehria More and some 
shanties were demolished 
in the morning during the 
drive. The land on which 
the alleged encroachment 

was done belonged to 
multiple agencies includ-
ing DDA, Waqf Board, 
and Archaeological Sur-
vey of India (ASI), it has 
been claimed. Demoli-
tion Drive Carried Out In 
Delhi’s Mehrauli Amid 
Police Security Demoli-
tion Drive Carried Out In 
Delhi’s Mehrauli Amid 
Police Security Delhi 
High Court To Hear Chal-
lenge Against Activist 
Sharjeel Imam’s Release 
Delhi High Court To 
Hear Challenge Against 
Activist Sharjeel Imam’s 
Release Uttarakhand 
Says High Court Look-
ing Into Issues Linked 
To Joshimath Sinking 
Uttarakhand Says High 
Court Looking Into Is-
sues Linked To Joshi-
math Sinking According 
to the demolition notice, 
the land on which the de-
molition is being carried 
out is a part of the Meh-
rauli Archaeological Park 
and the ‘existing unau-

thorised encroachment’ 
is acting as a hindrance 
to the development of 
the park. Meanwhile, the 
high court in a separate 
petition also directed the 
authorities to maintain 
the status quo regarding 
a particular building in 
Mehrauli village which 
the plea claimed was not 
mentioned in the demoli-
tion order. However, the 
plea said that the demo-
lition action was being 
proposed in this ‘khasra’ 
as well which was con-
trary to the demolition 
order of December 12, 
2022. “In view of the fact 
that Khasra no. 1151/3 
min finds no mention in 
the demolition order dat-
ed December 12, 2022, it 
is directed that status quo 
be maintained with re-
spect to the subject prop-
erty, until the next date of 
hearing. This court has 
not examined the issue 
on merits

Two Bodies Found In Delhi 
Apartment: Police

New Delhi: Two per-
sons were found dead 
in an apartment build-
ing at west Delhi’s Kirti 
Nagar area on Thursday 
afternoon, police said. 
The police received in-
formation regarding the 
incident on the second 
floor of a building in Ra-
mesh Nagar at 3.31 pm. 
When they reached the 
spot, they found a man 
hanging from a ceiling 
fan while a woman was 
found dead on the bed, 
Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (West) Ghan-
shyam Bansal said. The 

victims have been iden-
tified as Vijay Kumar 
(28) and Anchal (25). 
They were residents of 
Patel Nagar and Anand 
Parbat and had known 
each other for years, the 
police said. Mr Kumar 
was a gym trainer and 
Ms Anchal was studying 
in Canada. Crime and fo-
rensic teams were called 
to the spot for inspection, 
Mr Bansal said. Prima 
facie, a case of murder is 
being registered at Kirti 
Nagar police station. 
CCTV footage, call re-
cords details and autopsy 

reports will be analysed, 
he said. There were no 
visible marks on the 
woman’s body. The post 
mortem will ascertain the 
exact cause of death, the 
police said. The bodies 
have been sent to Deen 
Dayal Upadhyay Hospi-
tal for the post mortem, 
which will be done on 
Friday. Mr Kumar lived 
in the house alone and 
the woman came to Del-
hi in January. It is being 
verified whether they got 
married in court as their 
family members are not 
aware, the police added.

4 Al Qaeda Terrorists Convicted By Delhi Court
New Delhi: A Delhi court 
on Friday convicted four 
operatives of Al Qaeda in 
the Indian Subcontinent 
(AQIS) in a conspiracy 
of terror activities in the 
country and recruitment 
for the AQIS. Special 
Judge Sanjay Khanagwal 
of Patiala House Court 
convicted Mohd Asif, 
Mohd Abdul Rehman, 
Zafar Masood, and Ab-
dul Sami under sections 
18 (Conspiracy for Terror 
Act) and 18B (Recruit-
ment for Terror Act) of 
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA). 
The court said that the 
Prosecution proved the 
allegations beyond rea-
sonable doubt against 
these accused persons 
under the UAPA. The 
court is likely to hear the 
arguments on the quan-

tum of the sentence on 
February 14. The maxi-
mum sentence under the 
sections is life imprison-
ment. However, the court 
acquitted two co-accused 
Syed Mohd. Zeeshan Ali 
and Dr Sabeel Ahmad in 
the matter. These accused 
persons were represented 
by advocate MS Khan 
and Qausar Khan. They 
submitted that the prose-
cution failed to prove the 

case against them. The 
judge directed their re-
lease on a personal bond 
of ₹ 10,000 each. While 
framing charges against 
six accused persons in 
2017, discharged one ac-
cused namely Syed An-
zar Shah. It was alleged 
by the Delhi police that 
Rehman ran a madrassa 
in Uttar Pradesh. He 
was trying to radicalise 
the youths who enrolled 

there for terror activities. 
It was also alleged that 
Masood was propagating 
the terror agenda of the 
outfit among the youths 
in order to attract them 
towards the AQIS. Ac-
cused Asif was arrested 
from Seelampur, Delhi, 
and Rehman was arrested 
from Jagatpur in Cuttack 
in Odisha by the Delhi 
police. Delhi police sub-
mitted that Rehman was 
suspected to have in-
ternational links in the 
middle East and Paki-
stan. According to Delhi 
police, in the month of 
December 2015, the 
Delhi police Special cell 
got information that Al-
Qaeda is trying to set up 
its base in India under 
the banner of Al-Qaeda 
in Indian Subcontinent 
(AQIS) and had declared 

one Asim Umar as its 
Amir, police said. It was 
also informed that some 
youth from Western UP 
districts have already left 
India and joined its cadre 
in Pakistan and one of its 
modules is active in the 
Sambhal District of UP. 
During the investigation, 
it was revealed that one 
Mohd. Asif resident of 
Deepa Sarai, Sambhal, 
UP had visited foreign 
destinations including 
Iran and Turkey and is 
involved in suspicious 
activities. Accordingly, 
sources were intensified 
in the area of Sambhal, 
UP. On December 14, 
2015, a team of Special 
Cell apprehended Mohd. 
Asif who was found to be 
the India head of AQIS. 
On the basis of his rev-
elations,

Delhi Teen, 16, Sexually 
Assaulted By Five Boys

Fire Breaks Out At Bank Branch 
In Delhi’s Karol Bagh

New Delhi: A fire broke out 
at a branch of the Punjab 
National Bank in central 
Delhi’s Karol Bagh area on 
Saturday morning, officials 
said. They said information 
about the fire was received 
at 5.15 am, following which 
17 fire engines were rushed 
to the spot. PromotedListen 
to the latest songs, only on 
JioSaavn.com The fire was 
doused around 7 am. No 
casualty has been reported, 
the fire department said. 
PNB Chief Says Bank Has 
Exposure To Adani Group, 
But Not A Matter Of Worry 
PNB Chief Says Bank Has 
Exposure To Adani Group, 

But Not A Matter Of Worry 
Mehul Choksi Bribed An-
tigua Cop, Judge To Delay 
His Extradition: Report Me-
hul Choksi Bribed Antigua 
Cop, Judge To Delay His 
Extradition: Report Punjab 
National Bank Shares Fall 
Over 6% After Q2 Earn-

ings Punjab National Bank 
Shares Fall Over 6% After 
Q2 Earnings Post a com-
ment Another fire broke 
out at a factory in the Na-
rela Industrial Area. The fire 
department was informed 
about it at 4 am and 12 fire 
engines.

AAP vs Delhi Lt Governor After Party Nominees 
To Private Discoms Removed

New Delhi: In a major set-
back for the Aam Aadmi 
Party, Delhi’s Lieutenant 
Governor VK Saxena to-
day removed two nominees 
backed by it from the boards 
of private power distribu-
tion companies. Mr Saxena 
removed AAP spokesperson 
Jasmine Shah, and Naveen 
ND Gupta, son of AAP MP 
ND Gupta, saying they had 
been illegally appointed as 
‘government nominees’ on 
the boards of privately own-
er discoms BYPL, BRPL 
(Anil Ambani), and NDP-
DCL (Tata). AAP nominees 
have been replaced by se-
nior government officers. 

AAP has called the order 
“unconstitutional and ille-
gal”, adding that only the 
elected government has 
the power to issue orders 
on electricity. “The LG has 
made a complete mockery 
of all Supreme Court orders 
and the Constitution. He is 
openly going around saying 
that SC orders are not bind-
ing on him,” the party said. 
VK Saxena has sought their 
removal based on a report 
by the Chief Secretary that 
alleged the AAP nominees 
provided financial benefits 
to private discoms at the 
cost of the state exchequer. 
AAP had earlier rubbished 

the allegations, saying regu-
lar audits of discoms were 
done as per cabinet deci-
sions. “They had collabo-
rated with private represen-
tatives on boards of Anil 
Ambani owned discoms and 
benefitted them to the tune 
of ₹ 8,000 crore at the cost 

of public exchequer,” the 
LG’s order said. “Finance 
Secretary, Power Secretary 
and MD, Delhi Transco will 
now represent the govern-
ment on these Ambani and 
Tata owned discoms, as per 
regular practice, followed 
since Sheila Dikshit’s time 

as Chief Minister, when 
these discoms came into ex-
istence,” it added. The Lieu-
tenant Governor said ap-
pointing senior government 
officials on these boards 
was the norm till Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal-
led AAP government nomi-
nated party functionaries. 
VK Saxena invoked “dif-
ference of opinion” under 
Article 239AA of the Con-
stitution, after the Arvind 
Kejriwal government per-
sisted on their continuance 
on these boards, “despite 
proven misconduct and ma-
leficence on their part”. Mr 
Saxena had earlier.

Air Quality Panel Tightens Curbs On Use Of 
Diesel Generators In Delhi

New Delhi: The Com-
mission for Air Quality 
Management (CAQM) 
on Friday said diesel 
generator (DG) sets of 
capacity up to 800 kilo-
watt can be permitted for 
industrial and commer-
cial operations in Delhi-
NCR from May 15 only 
after their conversion to 
the dual fuel system (gas 
and diesel). However, 
their operations will con-

tinue to be restricted dur-
ing the Graded Response 
Action Plan (GRAP) pe-
riod, it said. With effect 
from May 15, “any use 

of DG sets of capacity 
up to 800 kW shall be 
permitted for industrial 
and commercial sector 
in the entire NCR, only 

subject to their conver-
sion to dual fuel system 
(70 per cent gas and 30 
per cent diesel) in areas 
where gas infrastructure 
and supply is available”, 
the Centre’s air quality 
panel said in a statement. 
It observed that uncon-
trolled use of DG sets is 
a matter of concern. “A 
large number of DG sets 
operating in Delhi-NCR 
without adequate.

High Cout Notice To Delhi Waqf Board 
Over Non-Payment Of Salaries

New Delhi: The Delhi 
High Court has asked the 
Delhi Waqf Board to re-
spond to a petition by its 
employees for payment 
of salaries and emolu-
ments pending for more 
than five months. The 
Delhi Waqf Board Em-
ployees Association has 
contended that employ-
ees coming under certain 
categories have not re-
ceived their salaries from 

October last year and 
are facing “unfathom-
able financial hardships”. 
“Counter affidavits be 
filed by the respondents, 
positively, before the next 
date of hearing,” said 
Justice Jyoti Singh in the 
order passed in the matter 
recently. The court also 
sought the stand of the 
divisional commissioner-
cum-revenue secretary 
of the Delhi government 

on the plea. Advocate M 
Sufian Siddhiqui, appear-
ing for the petitioner, ar-
gued that the aggrieved 
employees have been 
robbed of their right to a 
dignified life in a brazen 
infraction of their funda-
mental and constitutional 
rights. “The employees 
of Delhi Waqf Board fall-
ing in Category I (Perma-
nent employees recruited 
against the sanctioned 

post), II (Permanent em-
ployees whose recruit-
ment is approved by the 
Divisional Commis-
sioner), III (Employees 
who were recruited on 
contractual basis but are 
waiting for their absorp-
tion) and IV (Contractual 
employees who continue 
to be contractual) have 
not received their salary 
from October 2022,” the 
petition said.

New Delhi: A 16-year-
old boy was allegedly 
sodomised by five boys 
living in his neighbour-
hood in north Delhi’s 
Civil Lines area, police 
said on Saturday. A se-

nior police officer said 
the Civil Lines police 
station received informa-
tion on Friday regarding 
sodomy by five people. 
After reaching the spot, 
the victim told that he 

has been sexually abused 
by some local boys. The 
victim with his mother 
filed a complaint against 
five boys for sodomising 
him. The accused have 
been living in his neigh-
bourhood for the last few 
years, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (north) 
Sagar Singh Kalsi said. 
The victim’s medical ex-
amination was conducted 
and a case under section 
4 POCSO Act along with 
section 377 (unnatural of-
fences) of the Indian Pe-
nal Code (IPC) has been 
registered, he said. Pro-
motedListen to the latest 
songs, only on JioSaavn.
com Further investiga-
tion is underway to nab 
the five accused, police 
added.
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Will Bihar Stop Modi’s Chariot in 2024 
Polls? Survey Gives UPA Edge Over BJP

The Lok Sabha Elec-
tion 2024 is a year away 
but be it the ruling BJP 
or Congress-led opposi-
tion, the political parties 
have already started their 
preparations for the larg-
est political event. The 
NDA led by Narendra 
Modi is more than con-
fident of winning a ma-
jority in the next election 
while the Congress-led 
UPA is looking to bright-
en its prospects to stage 
a comeback to power af-
ter 10 years. This is the 

first time that Congress 
remained out of power 
for 10 years. It’s a well-
known fact that Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar play 
a crucial role in sending 
any party to Delhi. While 
Uttar Pradesh has 80 par-
liamentary seats, Bihar 
has 40 Lok Sabha seats. 
Now a recent survey by 
India Today-C-Voter 
has indicated that Bihar 
might help UPA boost its 
seat share in the next gen-
eral election. It may be 
noted that in 2019 when 

the BJP-JDU-LJP fought 
the Lok Sabah polls un-
der the NDA banner, 
they won 39 out of the 40 
seats. This time, BJP will 
have to go alone to the 
polls as the JDU is now 
with the UPA and the LJP 
has been divided into two 
factions. Thus, the chal-
lenge for BJP is bigger 
than many people think. 
According to the survey, 
UPA’s seats in Bihar may 
increase 25 times in 2024 
as compared to 2019. 
This means, the party 
may get 25 seats in 2024 
compared to just one seat 
in 2019. According to 
the survey, UPA may get 
around 47 percent votes 
in Bihar as it’s benefit-
ting the most from Nitish 
Kumar’s alliance. While 
the survey has predicted 
a return on the BJP at the 
Centre, if the Congress 
manages to strike a deal 
with regional parties in 
the north and south, it 
may hurt the BJP’s pros-
pects very badly. If Con-
gress manages to dent 
BJP’s vote share in Uttar 
Pradesh.

Tripura Elections 2023: Three-Cornered Fight will Help 
Left-Congress Alliance, says CPIM Gen Secy Sitaram Yechury

Agartala: The three-
cornered fight that is 
unfolding in the tiny but 
politically crucial state 
of Tripura will help the 
Left-Congress alliance 
in the upcoming assem-
bly elections, CPI(M) 
general secretary Sita-
ram Yechury said. The 
Communist leader told 
PTI that local-level lead-
ers will make an assess-
ment to see “who is best 
able to defeat the BJP”, 
while looking at possible 
adjustments with other 
parties (such as Tipra 
Motha) in the run up to 
the polls slated for Feb-
ruary 16. “The BJP (and 
its ally IPFT) had won 18 
seats in the last elections 
out of 20 seats in the 
tribal areas,” pointed out 
Yechury. In the 60-mem-
ber Tripura assembly, 
20 seats are reserved for 
tribal areas. The BJP had 
won a total of 36 seats 
to form a government in 
2018, with half of them 
coming from the tribal 
region. “This time the 
Tipra Motha is at the 
forefront in tribal areas. 

The IPFT is now just a 
rump and BJP has given 
them only 5 seats. The 
advantage that BJP got 
last time won’t be repeat-
ed. That should help the 
Left-Congress alliance,” 
he explained. Analysts 
here tend to agree with 
CPI(M)’s assessment that 
with the rise of the Tipra 
Motha, a party founded 
by Pradyut Kishore Man-
ikya Debbarma, a scion 
of the former royal fam-
ily of the state and a Tri-
puri, BJP’s vote and seat 
share in tribal areas will 
be drastically reduced. 
In the last elections, BJP 
had a 43.59-per cent 
vote share compared to 
CPI(M)’s 42.22 per cent 
and Congress’s couple of 
percentage points. “We 
will gain from it,” as-
serted Yechury. In 2018, 
the BJP had stormed to 
power, gobbling up most 
of the Congress vote that 
in 2013 was nearly 37 
per cent and partially into 
the CPI(M)’s vote bank, 
which was 48 per cent in 
2013. Tipra Motha had 
won a majority in the 

Tripura Tribal Areas Au-
tonomous District Coun-
cil in 2021, trouncing 
the BJP-supported IPFT. 
Since then its demand 
for Greater Tipraland has 
consolidated its hold over 
tribals and seen large-
scale desertions from 
IPFT to its ranks. With 
the expected reduction 
in tribal votes (which ac-
counts for nearly a third 
of the state’s total) for the 
BJP, the Left believes the 
alliance led by it stands 
to gain an advantage in 
the forthcoming elec-
tions. The elections to 
this tiny state’s assembly 
are considered impor-
tant as political pundits 

see the possibility of a 
tough contest between 
the ruling party and the 
opposition, the first in a 
year of polls to elect state 
governments. Till 2018, 
the electoral contest in 
the state was largely be-
tween the Congress and 
CPI(M), with smaller 
tribal parties playing 
minor but at times cru-
cial roles. With both the 
erstwhile Maharaja and 
Maharani, having been 
Congress MPs (Kirit Bi-
kram Kishore Manikya 
Deb Barman Bahadur 
won three terms in Lok 
Sabha - 1967, 1977 and 
1989 - while his wife 
Bibhu Kumari Devi won 

in 1981), the grand old 
party had a strong pres-
ence in the tribal belt. 
However, legendary 
tribal Communist leaders 
like Dasarath Debbarma, 
who became a popular 
chief minister of the state 
and Jitendra Choudhury, 
a possible Left candidate 
for chief ministership in 
this election, have en-
sured that the CPI(M), 
too, has a huge presence 
in the tribal belt where 
Tripuris, Reangs, Jama-
tias, Chakmas, Mogs, 
Kuki and others live. “At 
the ground level, who 
will be able to defeat the 
BJP, that assessment will 
be made by ground-level 
leaders,” Yechury said, 
explaining his statement 
made earlier at a press 
conference that though 
there is no pre-poll ad-
justment with Tipra Mo-
tha, there can be a local-
level understanding. 
“That is why I said there 
is a likelihood at that 
point of time because the 
people will decide who 
can achieve this objec-
tive.

Haryana Bans Denims, Makeup, Heavy Jewellery in its 
New Dress Code for Government Hospital Staff

Funky hairstyles, make-
up and long nails are out 
for medical and other 
staff at Haryana govern-
ment hospitals, and so 
are T-shirts, denims and 
skirts, as the state is go-
ing to implement a dress 
code for healthcare pro-
fessionals. The dress 
code must be adhered 
round-the-clock, includ-
ing weekends, evenings 
and night shifts, and vio-
lations will invite disci-
plinary action, Haryana 
Health Minister Anil Vij 
said on Friday, adding 
that erring employees 
will be marked absent 
for the day. “Funky hair-
styles, heavy jewellery, 
accessories, makeup, 
long nails during working 
hours are unacceptable, 
especially in the health-
care centres,” he said. Vij 
said jeans of any colour, 
denim skirts and denim 
dresses are not consid-

ered professional dresses 
and, therefore, will not be 
permitted. “Sweatshirts, 
sweatsuits, and shorts 
are not permitted. Slacks, 
dresses, skirts and palaz-
zos shall not be permit-
ted too. T-shirts, stretch 
T-shirts, stretch pants, fit-
ting pants, leather pants, 
capris, sweatpants, tank 
tops, see-through dresses 
or tops, crop tops, off-
shoulder dresses, sneak-
ers, slippers etc will 
not be permitted. Simi-
larly, footwear must be 
black, clean, comfort-
able and free from funky 
designs,” the minister 
added. by TaboolaSpon-
sored LinksYou May 
Like ₹2000 Investment 
can mean 2nd income for 
Indians. Hoxton Capi-
tal Learn from IIT Ma-
dras Faculty & Industry 
Experts. Intellipaat The 
purpose of the dress code 
policy, Vij said, is to 

maintain discipline, uni-
formity and equality 
among the staff in gov-
ernment healthcare cen-
tres. “A well-followed 
dress code policy in a 
hospital not only gives an 
employee his profession-
al image but also pres-
ents an elegant image of 
an organisation among 
the public,” he said. All 
hospital staff working 
in clinical roles (medics 
and paramedics), cleanli-
ness and sanitation, secu-

rity, transport, technical, 
kitchen, field and other 
departments should be 
in proper uniform during 
working hours, the min-
ister said. “Men’s hair 
should be no longer than 
collar length and should 
not interfere with the pa-
tient’s care,” he warned. 
“Unusual hairstyles and 
unconventional haircuts 
are not permitted. Nails 
must be clean, trimmed 
and well-manicured,” 
the minister stressed. 

Black pants with a 
white shirt along with 
a name tag shall be 
worn by trainees, ex-
cept for the nursing 
cadre, he added. Vij 
said the dress code 
that the staff work-
ing in government 
healthcare facilities 
will have to adhere to 
is in the final stages. 
“When you go to a 
private hospital, not 
a single employee is 

seen without a uniform, 
while in a government 
hospital, it is difficult to 
differentiate between a 
patient and an employ-
ee,” he said, adding that 
the dress code will im-
prove the functioning of 
the hospitals in the state. 
The minister added that 
a hospital requires some 
code and conduct from 
its employees and a dress 
code is an essential com-
ponent.

“Mother Gave Importance To Illicit 
Relation”: Man Wins Child Custody Fight

Bengaluru: The High 
Court of Karnataka has 
upheld a family court 
order giving the custody 
rights of a minor child to 
the father. The woman’s 
illicit relationship with 
another man was the rea-
son the father of the child 
had sought custody of the 
minor. The High Court 
in its judgment noted 
that she “has given more 
importance to the illicit 
relationship of hers and 
has neglected the child.” 
After leaving the matri-
monial house with the 
child, the woman had 

left the minor child in 
the custody of her par-
ents in Chandigarh while 
she continued to stay in 
Bengaluru with her new 
partner. Both the parents 
are doctors and were di-
vorcees. They did not 
have any children from 
their previous marriages. 
They met on a matrimo-
nial site and married in 
2011. A girl child was 
born to them in 2015. Af-
ter a turbulent marriage 
in which the two filed 
cases against each other, 
the woman left the mat-
rimonial home in 2018 

along with the child. The 
husband, after coming to 
know of the illicit rela-
tionship of his wife filed 
a case for custody of the 
child. “Since the child 
was growing in an unholy 
atmosphere in the midst 
of an illicit relationship 
between the appellant 
and her paramour, the 
respondent started appre-
hending that the welfare 
of the child and its future 
was not safe with the ap-
pellant and the child was 
required to be brought 
up in a safe and stable 
environment,” the HC 
noted. The Family Court 
in an order on March 3, 
2022 ordered the woman 
to hand over the custody 
of the minor child to the 
husband. She challenged 
it before the high court. 
The court, however, did 
not find any merit in her 
appeal. The court said the 
husband has proved the 
woman.

NDA Government Successful in Controlling 
Terror in J&K, Insurgency

HYDERABAD: After eight 
years, the BJP-led govern-
ment at the Centre has been 
substantially successful in 
controlling terror incidents 
in Jammu and Kashmir, in-
surgency in the North-East 
and Left wing extremism, 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah said here on Satur-
day. Speaking at the pass-
ing out parade of the 74th 
batch of the Indian Police 
Service (IPS) probationers 
at the Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel National Police Acad-
emy (SVPNPA) here, Shah 
said under the leadership of 
Indian government agen-

cies, police forces in the 
entire country carried out 
a successful operation in 
a single day against an or-
ganisation like the Popular 

Front of India (PFI). “After 
eight years, the government 
was, to a large extent, suc-
cessful in controlling ter-
ror incidents in Jammu and 

Kashmir, insurgency in the 
North-East and Left wing 
extremism,” he said. “Re-
cently by banning the Popu-
lar Front of India we have 
presented a successful ex-
ample for the world to see,” 
he further said. “This shows 
how much our commitment 
towards democracy has be-
come robust and strong.” 
He further said terror-re-
lated incidents have come 
down due to zero tolerance 
against terrorism, strong 
framework for counter-ter-
ror laws and strengthening 
of agencies and due to as-
sertive political will.

Deendayal Upadhyaya’s Vision has Inspired Our 
Govt: PM Narendra Modi

New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Saturday paid homage to 
Deendayal Upadhyaya, 
a key ideologue of the 
ruling BJP, on his 55th 
death anniversary, saying 
his vision has inspired 
the government to work 
for the marginalised. An 
RSS functionary, Upad-
hyaya was among the 
founding leaders of the 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh, 
which later morphed 
into the BJP, and was its 
president when he was 
killed under mysterious 

circumstances during 
a train journey in 1968 

in an alleged robbery 
bid. Modi has credited 

Upadhyaya’s vision of 
“antyodaya” and “inte-
gral humanism” as the 
inspiration behind his 
government’s welfare 
thrust. “I pay homage 
to Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyaya Ji on his 
Punya Tithi. We will 
never forget his efforts 
for national progress 
and serving the poor. In-
spired by his vision, we 
are working round the 
clock to ensure the fruits 
of development reach 
the marginalised and the 
downtrodden.

“We Will Contest Together”: Tejashwi Yadav, Hemant Soren On 2024 Elections
Tejashwi Yadav made the announcement after his meeting with the 

Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren at his residence.
Ranchi: Bihar Deputy Chief 
Minister Tejashwi Yadav on 
Saturday said that Rash-
triya Janata Dal (RJD) and 
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 
(JMM) will be fighting the 
2024 Lok Sabha elections 
together. Tejashwi Yadav 
made the announcement 
after his meeting with the 

Jharkhand Chief Minis-
ter Hemant Soren at his 
residence. “I met Chief 
Minister Hemant Soren 
today and discussed the 
challenges of the future 
and also about contest-
ing upcoming Lok Sabha 
polls together,” RJD leader 
Tejashwi said while speak-

ing to media. The Deputy 
CM also spoke about RJD’s 
plans of reviewing the par-
ty work in Jharkhand, and 
said, “We (RJD and JMM) 
will contest the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections together. 
I had planned to come 
and see the party’s work in 
Jharkhand. But in between 

Lalu Prasad ji’s health dete-
riorated. Lalu Ji’s transplant 
was successful. He will be 
coming home today. BJP 
was removed from power 
in Bihar and the Mahagath-
bandhan government was 
formed. Due to all these is-
sues, Jharkhand could not 
be visited.” “Now, all pro-

grammes and visits will be 
planned properly. A new 
organization of RJD has 
been formed in Jharkhand. 
Our fight is against com-
munal forces. We formed 
‘Mahagathbandhan’ gov-
ernment in Bihar and re-
moved BJP from power. We 
are working to strengthen 

our alliance in Jharkhand,” 
he said. He also accused 
BJP of playing cheap poli-
tics and trying to buy vot-
ers. Tejashwi Yadav told 
reporters that RJD leader 
Shyam Rajak met JMM su-
premo and former Chief 
Minister Shibu Soren, and 
wished him speedy.

At 41,075, Number Of Inmates In 
Maharashtra Jails Exceeds Capacity

Thane: The number of in-
mates in 60 jails in Maha-
rashtra stood at 41,075 as 
on January 31, 2023, while 
the total capacity is 24,722, 
as per the Prison Depart-
ment statistics. The statis-
tical report for the period 
ending December 2021 
has indicated a steady 
excess occupancy in jails 
over years. The combined 
capacity of 60 jails in the 

state is 24,722. The num-
ber of inmates in 18 out of 
the total of 60 jails in the 
state is double or more 
than twice the capacity as 
on January 31, 2023, it said. 
These jails include Mumbai 
Central Jail (446% occu-
pancy rate), Thane Central 
Jail (389%), and Buldhana 
District Jail (387%) among 
others. At 5,966, Yerawada 
Central Jail in Pune had the 
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The Maharashtra Model
The Mumbai Model has 
been praised by the hon-
ourable Supreme Court 
and many more people 
for which we are grate-
ful. But my message to 
all the citizens of Ma-
harashtra, stay home, 
step out only if need be, 
mask up, the battle isn’t 
over. The praise is only 
a sign for us to be brave 
and fight harder, and that 
is our ethos! As the first 
case of Covid hit Maha-
rashtra in Pune, around 
March 9 last year, a 
containment zone was 
immediately formed 
around the home of the 
index case and the pa-
tient was traced, tested 
and isolated. At the Vid-
han Sabha we had just 
presented our first bud-
get as the MVA govern-
ment. I remember walk-
ing into the conference 
hall where Chief Minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray, 
Deputy Chief Minister 
(and Guardian Minis-
ter of Pune) Ajit Pawar, 
and Revenue Minister 
Balasaheb Thorat were 
on an emergency video 
call with the adminis-
tration of Pune. They 
were joined by a group 
of senior ministers and 
bureaucrats. Covid-19 
was then too new to be 
fully comprehended. 
There had been varying 
opinions of its strength 
against the Indian cli-
matic conditions, our so 
called innate-immunity 
and other such mis-
leading information. As 
Pune was being sealed, 
the conference ended, 
and we knew that these 
cases weren’t the last 
we’d see of Covid in 
Maharashtra. There 
were many more. Esti-
mates ranged from 700 
to mind-boggling fig-
ures. It was a pandemic 
as officially declared by 
the World Health Or-
ganisation. We are very 
far from declaring any 
victory in this battle; 
we are still braving the 
second wave; we are 
preparing for the pos-
sibility of a third wave. 
Such battles respect no 
declaration of any win, 
only preparation, pro-
activeness and continu-
ous improvement. Here, 
I enlist some measures 
undertaken by the Gov-
ernment of Maharashtra 
against Covid-19. 1) 
The Medical Task Force 
The first thing Chief 
Minister Thackeray put 
together was a medi-
cal task force consist-
ing of 11 doctors. They 
interact and problem-
solve with many others 
within Maharashtra and 
around the world, guide 
the state’s policy on the 
medical response to Co-
vid-19. The administra-
tion swears by the ad-
vice of the Task Force 
and all administrative 

decisions pertaining to 
Covid-19, especially 
those taken during the 
peak, are based on it. 
The Task Force meets 
once a week, but is 
available to every doc-
tor and administrator 
24/7. 2) Jumbo Centres 
and Triage Areas In 
what came to be known 
as “Jumbo Centres”, 
makeshift hospitals 
sprung up across Ma-
harashtra in less than a 
month. The first was at 
NSCI, Dome: a dearth 
of space for beds in an 
environment of ever-in-
creasing patients led us 
to place beds here. This 
centre, coupled with 
a couple of volunteer 
doctors, gave us a new 
prototype and then the 
BKC Centre came up 
with rapid speed. The 
Jumbo Centre for Mum-
bai was initiated, as I 
remember, by MMRDA 
Commissioner RA Ra-
jiv, on the request of 
Chief Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray on the day 
that the first case in Pune 
was isolated. The Chief 
Minister’s logic was 
simple: looking at the 
inflow of international 
passengers into Mum-
bai, the cases wouldn’t 
stop, we would have to 
learn from around the 
world and prepare for 
more cases. Each Jum-
bo Centre has a triage 
area, a concept institu-
tionalised by the Task 
Force for most private 
hospitals as well. This 
serves as the holding 
space for all those pa-
tients who have Covid-
like symptoms and are 
waiting for their reports 
from a lab. This is also 
where patients that 
come as emergencies 
can be kept overnight 
to stabilise before they 
are ascertained to be 
either Covid positive 
or negative. Nobody 
can turn away a patient 
before stabilising her/
him. Jumbo Centres 
also have special areas 
to put on and take off 
PPEs. Every frontline 
worker’s safety is para-
mount. Similarly, there 
are passages for patient 
inflow and outflow as 
also escalation beds 
and step-down beds for 
recovery. The wards 
are further divided into 
non-oxygenated beds 
(30%) and oxygenated 
beds (70%) as the first 
ward for primary treat-
ment. An escalation 
of the infection would 
lead a patient to either 
an HDU or an ICU, de-
pending on the severity 
of the case. Most Jumbo 
Centres have labs to 
handle RT-PCR tests 
and to carry out blood 
work, making them 
self-sufficient. Among 
the early and important.

The Things We Learnt When the SC Collegium 
Finally Became ‘Transparent’

Thank you, Mr Kiren Ri-
jiju, honourable Minister 
for Law and Justice for 
your insistence on the 
Supreme Court Collegi-
um being transparent in 
its functioning. Chinese 
Construction of Water-
falls in the building 350,  
- Travel Nfx 00:00 Pre-
vious PauseNext 00:17 
/ 03:02 Unmute Settings 
Fullscreen Copy video 
url Play / Pause Mute / 
Unmute Report a prob-
lem Language Share Vid-
verto Player If it hadn’t 
been for your sustained 
support for transpar-
ency, we would not have 
known of many things 
regarding the appoint-
ment of judges to consti-
tutional courts. Consider 
this, dear reader: The 
Supreme Court Colle-
gium (the Collegium) 
had made a serious at-
tempt at transparency a 
few years ago, but then it 
backtracked resulting in 
fingers being pointed at 
its Masonic secrecy. The 
honourable minister’s 
persuasion has prompted 
the Collegium to be more 
transparent in its func-
tioning than it has been 
in the past. Now, in one 
fell swoop, Collegium 
has opened its doors and 
windows wide open and 
more importantly those 
of the government which, 
in my view, suffers from 
greater opacity than the 
Collegium. Thank you 
for that, sir. Here is a 
brief of the events that 

transpired in the recent 
past based on the state-
ments of the Collegium. 
Delhi high court Saurabh 
Kirpal. Saurabh Kirpal 
was recommended for 
appointment as a judge 
of the Delhi high court 
by the High Court Colle-
gium in October 2017. In 
its statement, the Colle-
gium has not mentioned 
that it had deferred con-
sideration of his rec-
ommendation on three 
occasions. Fact: I was 
a member of the Colle-
gium during the first de-
ferment in 2018. But let’s 
not go into that because 
the Collegium eventually 
approved the recommen-
dation of the High Court 
Collegium and recom-
mended his appointment 
to the government on No-
vember 11, 2021. Sure, 
it shouldn’t have taken 
more than four years to 
do so. What did the gov-
ernment do after receiv-
ing the recommendation 
of the Collegium? From 
sometime in November 
2021, the government 
did nothing for more than 
one year. Why? We now 
know. The government 
received two letters from 
the Research & Analy-
sis Wing (R&AW) of 
the government on April 
11, 2019 and March 18, 
2021. Note: Both letters 
antedate the recommen-
dation of the Collegium 
in November 2021. Both 
letters were either with-
held from the Collegium 

on earlier occasions or 
were sent when received. 
If they were withheld, it 
was absolutely wrong on 
the part of the govern-
ment to do so. What was 
the need to hide them? 
If the letters were sent 
to the Collegium, then 
it obviously took them 
into consideration when 
the recommendation of 
the High Court colle-
gium was approved in 
November 2021. There-
fore, what was the occa-
sion or reason for once 
again sending the letters 
to the Collegium? It ap-
pears that the letters were 
not sent to the Collegium 
when received on earlier 
occasions which, if true, 
was absolutely wrong on 
the part of the govern-
ment. Anyway, the gov-
ernment used the two let-
ters to send the file to the 
Collegium on November 
25, 2022 for reconsidera-
tion of the recommenda-
tion. What were the facts 

disclosed by R&AW.
 which prompted the gov-
ernment to return the file 
to the Collegium? There 
were two facts: The part-
ner of Saurabh Kirpal is 
a Swiss national, and He 
is in an intimate relation-
ship and is open about 
his sexual orientation. 
Politely put, Saurabh 
Kirpal is gay and is open 
about it and his partner is 
a Swiss national. So? It’s 
not a crime to be gay and 
it’s not a crime to have a 
foreign national as a part-
ner, whatever the sexual 
orientation. In the past, 
we’ve had an illustrious 
judge of the Supreme 
Court whose wife was 
a foreign national. Re-
gardless of whether the 
two letters from R&AW 
were withheld from the 
Collegium, on April 1, 
2021, the then Union 
law minister apparently 
wrote to the Chief Justice 
of India (CJI) stating that 
homosexuality stands 

decriminalised in India, 
same sex marriage is not 
recognised in India, and 
that Saurabh Kirpal’s 
“ardent involvement and 
passionate attachment to 
the cause of gay-rights” 
would not rule out the 
possibility of bias and 
prejudice. The first two 
statements are state-
ments of fact and cannot 
be considered as objec-
tions. The third is a sub-
jective opinion based on 
absolutely nothing. Quite 
obviously, the objec-
tion of the government 
is his sexual orientation 
and nothing else. Note, 
the government has had 
nothing to say about his 
merit, integrity and char-
acter. Is his sexual ori-
entation a good enough 
reason to hold back his 
appointment? The Col-
legium dealt with the 
research and analysis 
provided by R&AW and 
concluded, with cogent 
reasons, that these facts 
were not good enough to 
preclude his appointment 
as a judge of the Delhi 
high court. His sexual 
orientation has nothing 
to do with his ability to 
function as an impar-
tial and unbiased judge. 
QED. The entire material 
is now in the public do-
main, including the facts 
stated by R&AW and the 
reasons given by the Col-
legium for reiterating its 
recommendation for his 
appointment. We now 
know the truth. Also read: 

The Government Wants 
a ‘Committed Judiciary’ 
– And Could Be Close 
To Getting One Bombay 
high court Somasekhar 
Sunderesan is another 
outstanding lawyer. His 
consideration is another 
interesting story on the 
appointment process. He 
was recommended for 
appointment by the High 
Court collegium on Octo-
ber 4, 2021. It is not clear 
whether, while sending 
the file to the Collegium, 
the government recorded 
its views. If it did not, 
the question is, why did 
it not? If it did, then it 
is quite obvious that the 
Collegium considered 
the views while approv-
ing and recommending 
his appointment, on Feb-
ruary 16, 2022, as a judge 
of the Bombay high 
court. Somasekhar Sun-
deresan More than nine 
months later, the govern-
ment inexplicably sent 
back the file to the Colle-
gium for reconsideration. 
What was going on in the 
corridors of power for so 
many months? And con-
sider what is recorded 
(which could and should 
have been recorded ear-
lier, if not done so). The 
opinion recorded was 
that he aired his views on 
social media (when?) on 
subjects pending consid-
eration before the courts. 
Everybody expresses 
his or her views on mat-
ters pending before the 
courts.

Maharashtra Panel to Monitor Interfaith Couples 
Is Another Majoritarian Tool for Control

nterfaith marriage is law-
ful even without the need 
to convert. As per Section 
5 of the Special Marriage 
Act, when a marriage is 
intended to be solem-
nised under the Act, the 
parties to the marriage 
are required to send a 
notice to the marriage of-
ficer. The Act allows peo-
ple to get married without 
giving up their religion. 
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ever, in most interfaith 
marriages, one person 
ends up converting to the 
religion of the other. Why 
is this so? In November 
2020, a Muslim man and 
his Hindu partner sent a 
notice to the marriage of-
ficer in a Gujarat district, 
as required under the law. 
A ruckus was caused and 
the couple was detained 
at the Karanj police sta-
tion for some hours. The 
woman submitted that 
her family was resisting 
her choice to marry her 
partner and that the com-
munity was also raising 
objections to her mar-
rying outside her faith. 
There are several cases 
where people associated 
with right-wing groups 
harass couples who want 
to enter into interfaith 
marriages. It’s not only 
conservative persons – 
who do not want to be os-

tracised by their religious 
community – but even 
those with modern liberal 
values opt to convert to 
their partner’s religion. 
This is done to bypass 
this procedural mischief 
of having to notify in ad-
vance. And that’s why, 
often, couples decide that 
one of them – mostly the 
woman – converts to the 
religion of the other and 
get married. They are 
of the opinion that once 
the marriage is done, the 
families will have no 
option but to accept the 
couple’s decision. How-
ever, in many cases, even 
that doesn’t prevent the 
families from interfering 
or attempting to exercise 
their authority over the 

desire of two individuals 
to live together. When 
Shejin, a Muslim, mar-
ried 26-year-old Jyotsna, 
a Christian nurse, the 
woman’s family claimed 
‘love jihad’ was at play. 
They even issued a ha-
beas corpus petition. (An 
order issued by the court 
to a person who has al-
legedly detained another 
person, to produce the 
body of the latter before 
it.) When the court heard 
the woman, it turned out 
that she did not want to 
meet her parents, and that 
she had married out of 
her own will. In another 
similar case in Gujarat, 
Nisarkhan Jitubhai Gha-
sura married his 29-year-
old childhood friend 

from another community. 
When the matter reached 
the court, it was observed 
that the marriage was 
consensual but the op-
position was because the 
bridge and groom were 
from different religions. 
Meanwhile, several 
states, especially those 
ruled by the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, have passed 
laws to monitor such 
marriages. Representa-
tive image. Photo: kgorz/
Pixabay The Maharashtra 
panel In Maharashtra, a 
panel has been set up to 
monitor interfaith mar-
riages. The government 
resolution says detailed 
information should be 
gathered about such mar-
riages even if they are un-

registered, the marriage 
takes place in a religious 
establishment, or the cou-
ple elopes. Such a move 
disregards the agency of 
adult women to choose 
not to have any ties with 
their parental family and 
instead act upon their 
desire to initiate a fam-
ily with another indi-
vidual of their choice. It 
makes the case of Aftab-
Shraddha as the basis for 
its implementation. But 
it conveniently refuses 
to acknowledge numer-
ous cases of gaslighting, 
emotional blackmail-
ing, cruelty, domestic 
violence, and in extreme 
cases, even murders in 
the name of ‘honour kill-
ing’ by one’s own family 
of birth – all of which 
is an admitted truth. All 
these reflect patriarchy 
at its worst. Women have 
been controlled by men 
and through family insti-
tutions, community dik-
tats like khap panchayats, 
and men-centric laws. 
It’s a known fact that sev-
eral women, especially 
young girls, do not get 
their own space in their 
own houses; their voices 
are not heard, and their 
conversations are closely 
monitored and restricted. 
Also read: How Did the 
Patriarchy Start – And 
Will Evolution Get Rid 
of It? What is the state’s 
role? A woman is treated 
as valuable as long as 
she associates her own 
individuality with that 
of a man or her parent 
or husband’s family. The 
women who voice their 

opinions or exercise their 
independent choices are 
castigated, stigmatised 
and isolated. It is only 
when the state acts as a 
counter force, providing 
a platform for women 
to exercise their rights, 
that one may hope that 
the evils of the patriar-
chal society will one day 
be overcome. However, 
when the state itself be-
comes a force of author-
ity in matters concerning 
a woman’s agency, it only 
escalates the extent of her 
struggle from a battle with 
her family to a that with 
the state. The state should 
not have any domination 
over the minds, lives and 
bedrooms of individu-
als, including women. 
No one – not even the 
parents – has the right 
to dictate the choices of 
adults of any gender. The 
patriarchal mindset is so 
deeply rooted in society 
that any just application 
of the rule to be framed 
under this notification 
would require much of 
the societal condition-
ing to be undone. Since 
that remains far from be-
ing achieved, bringing in 
such a notorious mecha-
nism is only opening up a 
Pandora’s box for further 
triggering communal ten-
sions and strife. Passing 
such a government reso-
lution will only lead the 
State machinery to now 
become the additional 
watchdogs. It would be-
come even more chal-
lenging for the overall 
growth.
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BBC, Nationalism and a Nation in Denial
“It is this sanctimonious 
inability to see an issue 
from the other side—es-
sential in dealing with in-
dependent news media—
that hurts India’s image 
abroad more than any-
thing else. Again and 
again officials dealing 
with the media seem to 
prefer parading their pa-
triotism and power. . . As 
long as it is an open dem-
ocratic society, India can-
not effectively screen it-
self off from foreign 
reportage, some of which 
will not be to our liking.” 
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an article in Hindustan 
Times, August 28, 1970, 
on the banning of the 
BBC. The BBC’s tele-
casting of the two-part 
documentary ‘India: The 
Modi Question’ in the 
UK evoked completely 
expected responses from 
the Indian government, 
its media ecosystem and 
Hindu nationalists. These 
can be divided into two 
themes: calling it propa-
ganda and indulging in 
whataboutery. As we will 
see, both are on shaky 
factual grounds. In both, 
the BBC, a public broad-
caster, is seen as an arm 
of the British government 
which merely represents 
and parrots Britain’s for-
eign policy interests. So, 
the BBC propaganda on 
Narendra Modi comes 
now because the UK “is a 
pale shadow of its impe-

rial past”, whereas India 
is a rising power which 
just overtook it as the 
fifth largest economy in 
the world (in nominal 
GDP). Besides, it is a 
“hit-job” against India 
when it assumed G20 
presidency. An article in 
the RSS-affiliated Organ-
iser argues that the mo-
tive is to undermine “the 
sovereignty and integrity 
of India” besides tarnish-
ing the “image of Modi, 
whose stature is rising in-
ternationally”. So, if the 
BBC is a mere wing of 
the British government, 
should it not be always 
acting in its interests? 
But factually, this is not 
true. For example, in the 
1982 Falklands War be-
tween Britain and Argen-
tina, British PM Marga-
ret Thatcher was outraged 
at the BBC’s coverage 
which she thought was 
“treacherous”. Her gov-
ernment even contem-
plated taking over the 
BBC. The question of 
“taking over” arises only 
because the BBC was not 
toeing the government 
line. The BBC instructed 
its staff then that the Brit-
ish troops should not be 
referred to as “our troops” 
in the coverage because: 
“We are not Britain. We 
are the BBC.” In another 
example, in 2003, during 
the Iraq War (occasioned 
by the American-led co-
alition’s invasion sup-
ported by the UK), BBC 
reported that Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair “had de-
liberately misled the Par-
liament” about Iraq’s 
possession of weapons of 
mass destruction. An in-
censed government asked 
for BBC’s apology, 

which it refused to give. 
Later, a government re-
port indicted the BBC 
while exonerating the 
government. Also read: 
BBC Documentary on 
Narendra Modi Tries Too 
Hard to Balance ‘Both 
Sides’ According to Modi 
supporters, any criticism 
of him is a blanket cri-
tique of India, and that, in 
this case, is motivated by 
the interests of the UK. 
But what kind of a “colo-
nialist” and “propagan-
dist” government wing is 
the BBC, which is not 
even willing to support 
its own government dur-
ing wars, which are usu-
ally the time when the 
entire nation unites be-
hind its government (this 
was also seen during the 
1956 Suez Crisis when 
the government sought to 
discipline the BBC for 
giving voice to those who 
did not support British 
military action)? And it 
must be noted that if 
there was the Conserva-
tive Party in power dur-
ing the Falklands War, 
there was the Labour 
Party in power during the 
Iraq War. The propagan-
da thesis takes a different 
turn when it is not a con-
spiracy by the British 
government against India 
but a conspiracy by the 
British establishment 
against its own prime 
minister, the Indian-ori-
gin Rishi Sunak; so now, 
it is a racial angle. But 
how is it possible when 
the documentary went 
into production much be-
fore Sunak fortuitously 
became the PM? And the 
propaganda thesis takes 
an even more bizarre turn 
when it is not the UK that 

is conspiring against In-
dia, but China, which is 
acting through the BBC, 
as asserted by the BJP 
MP Mahesh Jethmalani 
and reaffirmed by the ar-
ticle in the Organiser! 
(The latter goes on to 
speculate that it could 
also be Pakistan which 
has used the BBC.) So, 
when the West-China re-
lationship has deteriorat-
ed to a low, the UK has 
joined security alliances 
like AUKUS, primarily 
targeting China, and 
when Sunak has himself 
echoed the NATO term 
“systemic challenge” to 
describe China, we are 
asked to believe that Chi-
na is using the BBC to 
target India. Again, how 
are we to reconcile this 
claim, for instance, with 
the BBC’s documentary 
on Xi Jinping’s China 
which also focused on 
the regime’s “monstrous 
crimes against humanity” 
or the one on China’s 
‘thought transformation” 
camps for Uighurs? If 
there is alleged BBC pro-
paganda, on the behest of 
various actors, on one 
side, on the other side is 
whataboutery. This goes 
on the lines of whether 
the BBC has the courage 
to show the truth about 
Winston Churchill, about 
the monarchy, racism, 
Kohinoor diamond, etc. 
Basically, the insinuation 
is that the BBC does not 
show anything critical 
about its own nation, and 
therefore, it has no moral 
right to point fingers. 
Such whataboutery is 
disseminated by the most 
influential voices: politi-
cal leaders, celebrities 
and media personnel. 

And it enjoys widespread 
popularity among lay 
people. But this, too, is 
unmoored in facts. The 
BBC has done reports on 
all these topics. Churchill 
has been counted as the 
“Greatest Briton” of all 
time, yet the BBC has 
done reports like 
“Churchill’s legacy still 
painful for Indians” and 
“Winston Churchill: 
Hero or Villain?” among 
others. Ironically, some 
British historians even 
accused the BBC of “tar-
nishing Winston 
Churchill” by alleging 
that he was responsible 
for the millions of 1943 
Bengal famine deaths. 
Similarly, BBC has done 
stories on racism like 
“The black British histo-
ry you may not know 
about,” “Racism and stat-
ues: How the toxic lega-
cy of empire still affects 
us” and “How Britain’s 
role in slavery and em-
pire shaped modern 
America”; on Kohinoor 
and its colonial history 
(here and here) and on 
the demands for the abo-
lition of the monarchy 
(here and here). The 
cloak of nationalism has 
not been worn for the 
first time against critical 

foreign reporting, as 
shown by the authoritari-
an tendencies of Indira 
Gandhi who banned the 
BBC in 1970, and along 
with other foreign broad-
casters in 1975 during the 
Emergency. Yet, scholar-
ship argues why it is not 
easy to dismiss the BBC 
as merely being the “the 
voice of a colonial em-
pire” in South Asia. BBC 
became “the world’s 
most popular internation-
al radio broadcaster” be-
cause it also fought for 
“its own editorial control 
and independence from 
government priorities”. 
During the 1965 Indo-
Pakistan War, both Paki-
stani and Indian listeners 
accused the BBC of be-
ing partial to the other 
nation, while in the 1971 
War, its coverage reaf-
firmed the BBC’s credi-
bility amongst the Indian 
listenership. A credibility 
that, ironically, Modi 
himself referred to in a 
speech before as superior 
in people’s minds to In-
dia’s own public broad-
caster. As Major Gen (re-
tired) Ian Cardozo, an 
Indian war hero of 1971, 
said paying tributes to the 
BBC: “They were the 
only reliable broadcast-

ing station at that time, 
giving news as it hap-
pened.” It must be noted 
that Britain at the time 
was formally a part of an 
alliance with Pakistan. 
Yet even the BBC has not 
managed to always hold 
onto its impartiality. And 
a mechanical impartiality 
can also mean a false 
equivalence. Research 
has shown that despite 
the Blair government’s 
relentless targeting of the 
BBC for its “anti-war 
bias,” of the four prime-
time TV news shows 
studied, BBC’s was the 
most sympathetic to the 
government’s pro-war 
position. As Roger Har-
dy, who worked as Mid-
dle East analyst for the 
BBC wrote about Ameri-
can and British media 
during the Iraq War: “We 
did not do enough to 
speak truth to power.” 
But research also shows, 
in contrast, BBC’s online 
coverage, despite relying 
more on official sources, 
“was not supportive of 
the war and sometimes 
seemed anti-[US]coali-
tion in nature”. Besides it 
showed the “dark side of 
war” focused on the lives 
of ordinary Iraqis. Also 
read: An Unmanaged 
Foreign Media Has Got 
the Modi Government 
Fuming These contradic-
tions show that the BBC, 
despite being among the 
most widely used public 
media source in the 
world, has to travel fur-
ther to become a fully in-
dependent media in the 
service of truth and im-
partiality. We do not have 
to endorse the BBC un-
critically, and should ask 
genuine questions; 

whether, for instance, its 
coverage of race, colo-
nialism, has gone far 
enough, etc. But those 
questions must come 
from those in Britain In-
dia, and elsewhere who 
are striving to deepen de-
mocracy and justice, and 
not from those, as in the 
present case, who use 
majoritarian nationalism, 
and colonialism as a ruse 
to cover up the worst 
atrocities.  For the latter, 
even a documentary 
which gives substantial 
space to Hindu national-
ist voices and does not 
cover a fraction of what 
independent Indian docu-
mentary makers and re-
ports have already cov-
ered, is deeply threatening 
making it resort to the 
most absurd and un-
founded theories of grand 
conspiracy against India. 
A BBC becomes trust-
worthy when compared 
to the pathetic state of 
our own mainstream me-
dia: a public broadcaster, 
which has always been 
the mouthpiece of the 
ruling party, and private 
broadcasters which have 
been reduced to lapdogs 
under the present govern-
ment: building personali-
ty cults, fomenting hate 
and purveying fake news. 
Can we envisage our 
public broadcaster ever 
criticising the govern-
ment? Or can we envis-
age the legion of our “na-
tionalist” private media 
behemoths ever going 
against the government 
during a military conflict/
war, especially in these 
ultra-nationalistic.
times? Finally, the entire 
BBC censorship episode.

Maharashtra’s Record Rain Proves 
We Don’t Have Time 

The past few years have 
seen a massive shift in our 
global climate systems, a 
fact that we are living with. 
For most of us in India, 
unbearably hot summers, 
colder winters and wetter 
monsoons are a norm now, 
setting a new high each 
time. Despite that, some 
of us still haven’t realized 
that climate change isn’t 
limited to faraway melting 
polar caps and the retreating 
glaciers, but that it is in our 
own backyards. The ques-
tion really is: can we stop 
climate change? Although 
the climate change agenda 
has picked up a good mo-
mentum and while many 
countries around the world 
have set ambitious targets, 
and some are working to-
wards it, the human race at 
large still believes that na-
ture will heal itself and we 
can carry on with our daily 
activities that have large 
carbon footprints. While we 
term this as the last decade 
for us to do our bit to repair 
nature, restore our planet, 
my personal firm belief is 
that by giving ourselves a 
decade to repair the damage, 
we are kidding ourselves 
into believing we have the 
(false) luxury of time. The 
larger question is: to what 
extent are we willing to 
stretch ourselves to do our 
bit for the planet? What will 
it take to make us realize 
the damage we inflict on the 
ecology and the economy? 
r6hhrscs A section of the 
highway partially washed 
away in Mahad, Raigad 
The Australian bush fires of 
2019 cost billions of dollars, 
with hundreds of direct and 

indirect deaths, thousands of 
homes lost or affected, and 
millions of hectares burnt 
to ashes. The United States 
of America as of July 9 has 
faced 1 drought, 2 flooding 
incidents, 4 severe storms, 
1 severe winter storm and 
multiple forest fires raging 
through different parts of 
the country - all in just one 
year. Canada over the last 
four years has seen extreme 
cold (up to -60 deg Cel-
sius) to extreme high tem-
peratures (up to 49.6 deg 
Celsius). As of this year, 
Germany, Belgium, United 
Kingdom are facing torren-
tial rainfall, floods, land-
slides of the likes shown 
in movies. As we read this, 
Maharashtra has faced one 
of its worst climate change 
crises in the past few years. 
The days of monsoons have 
reduced and the amount 
of rainfall in a shorter pe-
riod of time has increased, 
almost like several mini-
cloud bursts. Apart from 
which, the numbers of “hot-
test day yet” have remained 
consistent each year, while 
also seeing two cyclonic 
storms batter the coastal re-

gions of the state like never 
before within a span of 11 
months. 701m38oc Indian 
Army providing humanitar-
ian assistance and disaster 
relief in Shirol This week, 
the districts of Kolhapur, 
Sangli, Satara, Raigad, Rat-
nagiri, Sindhudurg have 
been lashed by unprec-
edented rainfall, leading to 
massive landslides. Towns 
are under water, farms have 
been destroyed, people 
were buried alive. A week 
prior to the floods in the 
earlier mentioned districts, 
Mumbai, Pune, Thane faced 
unprecedented rainfall, 
leading to water-logging 
and landslides. Maharashtra 
has faced a red-alert situa-
tion for over a week at large. 
What is unique about the 
landslides in all the cases 
of Mumbai is that in each 
location the mud, flood wa-
ter and debris have broken 
through protection walls 
build to prevent landslides, 
only proving the fury of na-
ture. Along with Maharash-
tra, states like Kerala, Goa, 
Karnataka, Telangana, Gu-
jarat have been constantly 
battered by extreme climate 

change events. Delhi and 
Uttarakhand have not been 
spared either. It’s about time 
that we recognize that this 
is no longer urban flooding 
due to crumbling infrastruc-
ture. Even as cities upgrade 
their storm water drains 
and pumping stations, the 
amount of rainfall in a 
smaller cycle is something 
that is beyond the grasp of 
any urban planner today. 
rocb57cc A tree fell on a 
scrapped auto-rickshaw at 
Lokmanya Nagar in Thane 
Change in seasons, extremi-
ties in weather events, un-
predictable natural disasters 
have been the norm for at 
least a decade. For a coun-
try like India, it will not just 
be the hinterlands that will 
be affected, but cities too. 
Migration will be chaotic 
as we find safer grounds to 
move to in the face of urban 
and rural natural disasters, 
and no place is safe any-
more. Living standards, life 
and job security, food secu-
rity, water security is all at 
stake for a country like ours, 
where the monsoon is often 
said to be “the real Finance 
Minister.” Climate change 
mitigation and adaptation 
on behalf of governments 
and administrators must 
mean that every decision is 
weighed against the danger 
it poses against, or the pos-
sibilities it creates, for the 
environment. For citizens, it 
must mean moving beyond 
a movement or a weekend 
activity to marking a life-
style change. 9ot7pdmo 
Homes submerged near the 
Pune-Kolhapur highway 
Another fact we need to es-
tablish.

The After-Lives of Historical Figures in 
the ‘Pan-Indian’ Telugu Film

The series ‘Many Worlds of 
the Deccan’ explores cul-
tural histories and changing 
social relations in the Dec-
can region. It challenges 
north-centric, monolithic 
ways of understanding In-
dia. The series is curated 
by The Khidki collective, 
a group of scholars com-
mitted to building public 
dialogue on history, poli-
tics and culture. Illustra-
tion: Pariplab Chakraborty 
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history of the Telugu people 
has at least one instance of 
a hyper masculine super-
human celluloid figure that 
appears time after time to 
establish territorial order: 
Alluri Sitarama Raju. The 
source for this celluloid fig-
ure was the leader of what 
came to be known as the 
Rampa rebellion of trib-
als against the British in 
1922, in the Madras Presi-
dency districts. Alluri Sita-
rama Raju, a local kshatriya 
youth of 20 odd years and 
inclined towards austerity 
and cultivation of spiritual 
goals, organised the trib-
als to raid the local British 
police stations in the forest 
settlements. Although ini-
tially Alluri struck fear in 
the British authorities by 
guerilla tactics, gradually 
the British managed to gain 
an upper hand by moving 
in army units and captur-

ing and killing him and his 
associates in 1924. This 
rebellion led by Alluri was 
only one of the many trib-
al rebellions. While most  
tribal leaders are forgotten, 
Telugu films have reminded 
us of Alluri time and again. 
In the latest incarnation, 
Alluri appears to serve the 
call of Hindutva. In April 
2022, a district in Andhra 
Pradesh state was named 
after Alluri. More recently, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi inaugurated the 30-
feet statue of Alluri set up 
by Kshatriya Seva Samiti 
in West Godavari district 
on July 6, as a part of the 
BJP’s outreach to both the 
tribals and the Raju com-
munity. The figure of Alluri 
Sitaramaraju has evolved 
over the last one hundred 
years into its contemporary 
version – an intertwining of 
masculinity, caste, religion 
and language. In the 1974 
film Alluri Sitarama Raju, 
the title role was played by 
Telugu star Krishna. The 
film begins with a song 
which places the Rampa 
tribal rebellion led by Al-
luri along with the Rani of 
Jhansi, the revolt of 1857 
and Jallianwala Bagh mas-

sacre of 1919. A seamless 
nationalist narrative is cre-
ated. At this point, although 
we see the hero Krishna as 
Alluri donning saffron on 
and off in the film, these are 
without any explicit Hindu 
assertions. He may pray to 
the goddess Kali but the 
film is clear that the hero’s 
commitment is to rebellion 
rather than to Hinduism. 
When a British official or-
ders the soldiers to shoot 
him, the Hindu soldiers see 
a Hindu god in him, the 
Christian soldiers see Je-
sus in him and the Muslim 
soldiers see the Quran, and 
they all refuse to shoot. He 
is finally shot by a British 
official. Krishna as Alluri 
Sitarama Raju in the 1974 
film. This representation of 
Alluri as a ‘Telugu’ hero 
came in the context of many 
socio-political changes in 
the Telugu sphere broad-
ly and in the film indus-
try, particularly. From the 
1940s onwards, writers and 
intellectuals such as Ko-
davati Kutumbarao started 
speaking about ‘nativity’ 
and representing nativeness 
or ‘Teluguness’ on screen. 
As the linguistic identity 
movement was gaining 

force, Telugu cinema had 
to be differentiated from 
other south Indian cinemas 
through this Teluguness.  
The site of Teluguness was 
imagined to be the coastal 
Andhra village with paddy 
fields and women in tradi-
tional attire on screen. The 
Teluguness here meant the 
representation of the peas-
ant capital of Kamma castes 
on screen. The 1974 Alluri 
Sitarama Raju film came af-
ter the first movement for a 
separate Telangana in 1969. 
This demand for a separate 
state called for a reinvigora-
tion of the Telugu identity. 
This context is reflected in 
the film and we see Alluri 
Sitarama Raju presented as 
a ‘Telugu’ hero. The promi-
nent song on Alluri in the 
1974 film, ‘Telugu veera 
levara’ was written by Sri 
Sri, a member of the Revo-
lutionary Writers’ Asso-
ciation. Telugu veera levara 
Deeksha buni sagara Desha 
mata sweccha kori Tirugu-
batu cheyara (Awaken O 
Telugu hero Take a pledge 
and go ahead for the free-
dom of the mother nation 
rebel) Funded by Kamma 
capitalist Krishna, the film 
drew a direct relationship 
between Telugu identity and 
the national identity. The 
rebellion against the British 
was a ‘Telugu’ contribution 
to the nation. The second 
representation of Alluri ap-
pears in the song ‘Punyab-
hoomi adesam’ in t h e 
N.T. ma Rao starrer M a -
jor Chandrakanth, a 1993 
film. This song comes as an 
interlude when an army ma-
jor is schooling.
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New Zealand Seizes Largest Ever 
Drug Haul Worth $300 Million

New Zealand: New Zea-
land police on Wednes-
day said that they found 
more than 3 tonnes of co-
caine floating in a remote 
part of the Pacific Ocean 
after it was dropped there 
by an international drug-
smuggling syndicate. 
Police said they inflicted 
a financial blow to ev-
eryone involved in the 
country’s largest-ever 
drug seizure, from South 
American producers to 
dealers of the substances, 
even though they are yet 
to make any arrests. Ac-
cording to New Zealand 
Police Commissioner 
Andrew Koster, the co-
caine was drppoed at 
the floating transit point 
in 81 bales before being 
seized by a navy ship 
deployed there since last 
week. The ship made the 
six-day voyage back to 
New Zealand, where the 
drugs were being docu-
mented and destroyed. 
The market value of the 

drug haul found floating 
in the sea about 500 mil-
lion New Zealand dollars 
(316 million US dollars). 
Also Read: Delhi: Wom-
an Drug Peddler Held, 
Heroin Worth Rs 5 Lakh 
Seized “We believe there 
was enough cocaine to 
serve the Australian mar-
ket for approximately one 
year, and this would be 
more than New Zealand 
uses in 30 years,” Coster 
said. He said that the 
drugs were found follow-

ing the launch of Opera-
tion Hydros in December 
by the police, customs, 
and military in coordina-
tion with foreign partner 
agencies to track down 
and identify suspect ves-
sels. Acting New Zealand 
Customs Service Comp-
troller Bill Perry said 
the incident showed the 
lengths to which organ-
ised syndicates would go 
to smuggle drugs into the 
South Pacific.

A multiparty dialogue 
was called by Peruvian 
President Dina Boluarte 
on Friday to end the po-
litical crisis which has 
gripped the nation, stat-
ing that Peru has a “frag-
ile democracy” at present 
because of two months of 
deadly anti-government 
protests raging across the 
country. On December 
7, Boluarte became the 
country’s president, af-
ter the impeachment and 
arrest of her predecessor 
Pedro Castillo who had 
tried to dissolve Con-
gress and rule by decree. 
However, since then, 
Boluarte has been facing 
opposition from protest-
ers who have asked her 
to resign and also de-
manded fresh elections. 
The protests have been 
turning violent, as a new 
death was reported by of-
ficials on Friday, bringing 
the toll of the total num-
ber of people killed amid 
clashes between protest-
ers and security forces to 
49. ALSO READ | Peru 

unrest spreads; President 
says violence will not go 
unpunished “We are liv-
ing in a fragile democ-
racy,” Boluarte said af-
ter she refused to resign 
and also failed to con-
vince Congress to hold 
elections at the earliest, 
which is due for 2026. “I 
think it is the most frag-
ile in Latin America, but 
it is within Peruvians, 
within us, to strengthen 
democracy,” Boluarte 
said while speaking at a 
press conference, which 
was also attended by her 
cabinet ministers. Bolu-
arte is the sixth president 
of Peru since March 2018 
and the first woman to 
hold the position. Earlier, 
she was vice president 
under Castillo before 
the former president was 
ousted and charges of re-
bellion imposed on him. 
The fiercest protests have 
taken place against her 
in poor southern regions 
where the population is 
largely Indigenous and 
who see Castillo as one of 

their own. The protesters 
have also raised demands 
for Congress’ dissolution 
and a constituent assem-
bly’s formation for re-
writing the constitution, 
which the right-wing 
opposition rejected. “In 
search of peace, I openly 
call all political leaders 
of every single party, but 
also the leaders of social 
and labour organisations, 
everyone in general so 
that we can meet and 
put the country’s agenda 
on the table,” Boluarte 

said. In the press confer-
ence, Boluarte expressed 
grief over the death of 
a 22-year-old who was 
shot in Apurimac, where 
the president was born. 
”I am very sorry for the 
death of the citizen in 
Apurimac yesterday, 
in that confrontation in 
which an interprovincial 
transport bus was set on 
fire, the toll booth set 
on fire. My condolences 
from here to the family,” 
said Boluarte.

US Blacklists Six Chinese Companies 
for Spy Balloon Episode

Washington [US]: As 
part of its response to a 
Chinese spy balloon that 
traversed US airspace 
last week, the Joe Biden 
administration on Fri-
day (local time) clamped 
down on sales of some 
of its technology to sev-
eral Chinese aviation and 
technology companies, 
reported The New York 
Times (NYT). The Com-
merce Department added 
five Chinese companies 
and one research institute 
to its so-called entity list, 
which will prevent com-
panies from selling them 
American parts and tech-
nologies without a special 
license. Alan Estevez, the 
undersecretary of com-
merce for industry and 
security, said the action 
directly responded to the 
Chinese government`s 
use of high-altitude bal-
loons for surveillance, 
reported NYT. “Today`s 
action makes clear that 
entities that seek to harm 
US national security and 
sovereignty will be cut 

off from accessing US 
technologies,” he said. 
The spy balloon`s flyover 
from Alaska to South 
Carolina captured the at-
tention of regular Ameri-
cans and officials, before 
the US military shot it 
down off the country`s 
east coast on Saturday. 
“The (People`s Republic 
of China`s) use of high-
altitude balloons vio-
lates our sovereignty and 
threatens US national se-
curity,” said Estevez in a 
statement on Friday. The 
six companies include 
Beijing Nanjiang Aero-
space Technology Co; 

China Electronics
 Technology Group Cor-
poration 48th Research 
Institute; and Dong-
guan Lingkong Remote 
Sensing Technology Co. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
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Also Read: ‘Reasonable 
Threat’: US Fighter Jet 
Shoots Down Unknown 
Object Flying Off Alaska 
Coast The other three 

are Eagles Men Aviation 
Science and Technol-
ogy Group Co.; Guang-
zhou Tian-Hai-Xiang 
Aviation Technology 
Co.; along with Shanxi 
Eagles Men Aviation 
Science and Technology 
Group Co.The restric-
tions mark the Biden 
administration`s first 
economic retaliation over 
the balloon. The admin-
istration has registered 
chiefly its anger through 
diplomatic channels, in-
cluding the cancellation 
of a trip by the secretary 
of state to Beijing. Repub-
licans had condemned 
the administration for 
not responding more 
forcefully, including by 
not shooting the balloon 
down before it moved out 
to sea. The White House 
said it was following the 
advice of the Pentagon, 
which feared the debris 
could hurt people on 
the ground.The Chinese 
government has tried to 
downplay the incident, 

Uncertainty For TikTok After 
US Government Ban

‘Reasonable Threat’: US Fighter Jet Shoots 
Down Unknown Object Flying Off Alaska Coast

WASHINGTON: A US 
military fighter jet shot 
down an unknown ob-
ject flying off the coast of 
Alaska on Friday on or-
ders from President Joe 
Biden, White House of-
ficials said. White House 
National Security Coun-
cil spokesperson John 
Kirby said the object was 
downed because it was 
flying at about 13,000 
metres and posed a “rea-
sonable threat” to the 
safety of civilian flights, 
not because of any knowl-
edge that it was engaged 
in surveillance. Asked 
about the object’s down-
ing, Biden on Friday said 
only that “It was a suc-
cess.” Kirby described 
the object as roughly the 
size of a small car, much 
smaller than the massive 
suspected Chinese spy 
balloon downed by Air 
Force fight jets Saturday 
off the coast of South 
Carolina after it transited 

over sensitive military 
sites across the continen-
tal US. There were few 
answers about the object 
and the White House 
drew distinctions be-
tween the two episodes. 
Officials couldn’t say 
if the unknown object 
downed Friday contained 
any surveillance equip-
ment, where it came from 
or what purpose it had. 
The Pentagon on Friday 
declined to provide a 
more precise description 
of the object, only saying 
that US pilots who flew 
up to observe it deter-
mined it didn’t appear to 
be manned. Officials said 
the object was far small-
er than the previous bal-
loon, did not appear to be 
manoeuvrable and was 
travelling at a much low-
er altitude. Kirby main-
tained that Biden, based 
on the advice of the Pen-
tagon, believed it posed 
enough of a concern to 

shoot it out of the sky ? 
primarily because of the 
potential risk to civilian 
aircraft. “We’re going to 
remain vigilant about our 
airspace,” Kirby said. 
“The president takes his 
obligations to protect our 
national security inter-
ests as paramount.” The 
president was briefed on 
the presence of the object 
Thursday evening after 
two fighter jets surveilled 
it. Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder, 
Pentagon press secre-
tary, told reporters Friday 
that an F-22 fighter air-
craft based at Joint Base 

Elmendorf-Richardson 
shot down the object us-
ing the same type of mis-
sile used to take down 
the balloon nearly a 
week ago. Ahead of the 
shoot-down, the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
restricted flights over a 
roughly 10-square mile 
area within U.S. Airspace 
off Alaska’s Bullen Point, 
the site of a disused U.S. 
Air Force radar station on 
the Beaufort Sea about 
100 miles from the Cana-
dian border. by Taboola-
Sponsored LinksYou 
May Like Born between 

1970 - 1990? Check eli-
gibility for ₹1 Cr term 
plan** Term Plan Insur-
ance ₹2000 Investment 
can mean 2nd income for 
Indians. Hoxton Capital 
The object fell onto fro-
zen waters and officials.
expected they could re-
cover debris faster than 
from last week’s mas-
sive balloon. Ryder said 
the object was travel-
ling northeast when it 
was shot down. He said 
several US military heli-
copters have gone out to 
begin the recovery effort. 
The unknown object was 
shot down in an area with 
harsh weather conditions 
and about six and a half 
hours of daylight at this 
time of year. The devel-
opment came almost a 
week after the US shot 
down a suspected Chi-
nese spy balloon.

New York: TikTok faces 
an uncertain year ahead 
in the United States as 
anti-China Republicans 
take greater control in 
Congress demanding 
tighter scrutiny for the 
highly popular video 
sharing app. Owned by 
Chinese tech giant Byte-
Dance, TikTok has be-
come a political punching 
bag for US conservatives 
who allege that the app 
downloaded by millions 
of US young people can 
be circumvented for spy-

ing or propaganda by the 
Chinese Communist Par-
ty (CCP). But now Dem-
ocrats have joined the 
groundswell of criticism 
and US President Joe 
Biden last week signed 
a new law that bans the 
use of TikTok on govern-
ment-issued devices. The 
law also bans TikTok use 
in the US House of Rep-
resentatives and Senate. 
TikTok is the equivalent 
of “digital fentanyl,” said 
Republican lawmaker 
Mike Gallagher, one of 

the leading voices in 
Congress against China, 
comparing the app to 
the deadly opioid. “It’s 
highly addictive and de-
structive and we’re see-
ing troubling data about 
the corrosive impact 
of constant social me-
dia use, particularly on 
young men and women 
here in America,” he told 
NBC News. “We have to 
ask whether we want the 
CCP to control what’s 
on the cusp of becoming 
the most powerful media 
company in America,” 
Gallagher told NBC. A 
TikTok spokesperson 
said that there is “zero 
truth” to Gallagher’s 
comments and that the 
CCP “has neither direct 
nor indirect control of 
ByteDance or TikTok.” 
The national law matches 
dozens of government-
use bans at the state and 
local level.

Turkey-Syria Earthquake: Deadliest Quakes in 
two Decades Claim Over 24,000 Lives

Kahramanmaras [Tur-
key]: Rescuers pulled out 
children on Friday (local 
time) from the rubble of 
the Turkey-Syria earth-
quake as the toll crossed 
24,000, reported The 
Sydney Morning Herald 
(SMH). The confirmed 
death toll from the dead-
liest quake in the region 
in two decades stood at 
more than 24,000 across 
southern Turkey and 
northwest Syria four days 
after it hit. The stench of 
death hung over Turkey`s 
eastern city of Kahra-
manmaras -- the epicen-
tre of the first 7.8-magni-
tude tremor that upturned 
millions of lives in the 
pre-dawn hours of Mon-
day.  It is located in a 
remote region filled 
with people already dis-
placed by war, reported 
France24. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Win an assured gift 
with New Year Spin & 
Win offer godrej Born 

between 1970 - 1990? 
Check eligibility for ₹1 
Cr term plan** Term Plan 
Insurance Meanwhile, 
President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan said authori-
ties should have reacted 
faster to this week`s huge 
earthquake. Erdogan on 
Friday visited Turkey`s 
Adiyaman province, 
where he acknowledged 
the government`s re-
sponse was not as fast 
as it could have been. 
Also Read: Syria Earth-
quake: Newborn Tied 
to Mother With Umbili-
cal Cord Pulled From 
Rubble- Watch Viral 
Video, Thousands Offer 
To Adopt “Although we 
have the largest search 
and rescue team in the 
world right now, it is a 
reality that search ef-
forts are not as fast as we 
wanted them to be,” he 
said. Erdogan is standing 
for re-election in a vote 
scheduled for May 14 
and his opponents have 

seized upon the issue to 
attack him. The election 
may now be postponed 
due to the disaster.With 
anger simmering over 
delays in the delivery of 
aid and getting the res-
cue effort underway, the 
disaster is likely to play 
into the election, if it 
goes ahead. Erdogan, for 
whom the vote was his 
toughest challenge in two 
decades in power even 
before the earthquake, 
has called for solidarity 
and condemned what he 
has described as “nega-

tive campaigns for po-
litical interest”. Kemal 
Kilicdaroglu, head of 
Turkey`s main opposi-
tion party, criticised the 
government`s response.” 
The earthquake was 
huge, but what was much 
bigger than the earth-
quake was the lack of co-
ordination, lack of plan-
ning and incompetence,” 
Kilicdaroglu said in a 
statement.Hundreds of 
thousands more people 
have been left homeless 
and short of food in bleak 
winter conditions and 

leaders in both countries 
have faced questions 
about their response, re-
ported SMH.Rescuers, 
including teams from 
dozens of countries, 
toiled night and day in 
the ruins of thousands 
of wrecked buildings to 
find buried survivors. In 
freezing temperatures, 
they regularly called for 
silence as they listened 
for any sound of life 
from mangled concrete 
mounds.The United Na-
tions warned that at least 
870,000 people urgently 
needed hot meals across 
Turkey and Syria. In Syr-
ia alone, up to 5.3 million 
people may have been 
made homeless.”That 
is a huge number and 
comes to a population al-
ready suffering mass dis-
placement,” said Sivanka 
Dhanapala, the Syria 
representative of the UN 
High Commissioner.
for Refugees.

Peruvian president calls for multiparty 
dialogue to resolve political crisis
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OnePlus Pad First Impressions: The Missing 
Piece of the Ecosystem Puzzle

After plenty of rumours 
and speculation, the One-
Plus Pad is finally offi-
cial. OnePlus announced 
its first tablet at its Cloud 
11 event in New Delhi, 
and pre-orders begin in 
April in India. The com-
pany hasn’t announced 
the price yet, but looking 
at the specs and based on 
the short time we spent 
with it at the launch event, 
we could be looking at a 
starting price of around 

Rs. 40,000. We got a 
chance to use the OneP-
lus Pad for a brief period 
at the event, and from the 
looks of it, it could give 
stiff competition to Xiao-
mi, Lenovo and Samsung 
in the premium Android 
tablet space. The One-
Plus Pad is surprisingly 
light and measures just 
6.5mm in thickness. The 
rounded corners and 
sides should allow you to 
use it comfortably even 

for long stretches. There 
are four speakers, and the 
device is said to be able 
to automatically orient its 
left and right audio chan-
nels depending on how 
you are holding it. There 
are contact points at the 
bottom of the tablet, to 
connect to the OnePlus 
Magnetic Keyboard ac-
cessory. The OnePlus 
Pad is said to be the 
world’s first tablet with 
a 7:5 aspect ratio display. 

Framed by the evenly 
slim bezels is a 11.61-
inch LCD panel with a 
144Hz variable refresh 
rate and a resolution of 
2800x2000 pixels. The 
tablet also boasts of a 
Delta E rating of less than 
two for high colour accu-
racy. The OnePlus Pad is 
powered by a MediaTek 
Dimensity 9000 SoC and 
will be available with up 
to 12GB of RAM and up 
to 256GB of storage. It 
is said to run OxygenOS 
13.1. The tablet also has 
a 9,510mAh battery and 
supports 67W fast charg-
ing. oneplus pad design 
gadgets360 ww The 
OnePlus Pad is relatively 
slim and light The OneP-
lus Pad will also support 
a stylus called the OneP-
lus Stylo for those who 
want to be creative on the 
move. One eye-catching 
design feature of the 
OnePus Pad is the promi-
nent centre positioning 
of the 13-megapixel rear 
camera, which supports 
up to 4K video recording. 
The OnePlus Pad that 

was demoed didn’t look 
like a final retail prod-
uct, and we didn’t get to 
try any of the accessories 
either. When paired with 
a OnePlus smartphone, 
you should be able to 
take advantage of things 
such as file sharing, copy 
and paste between the 
two devices, and display-
ing notifications. OneP-
lus also claims that the 
Pad can deliver an entire 
month of standby time. 
The OnePlus Pad could 
be an interesting addition 
to the premium Android 
tablet market. Its specs 
seem solid, the acces-
sories look interesting, 
and you should be able to 
take advantage of special 
features if you use other 
OnePlus products. We’ll 
know for sure if this eco-
system push can indeed 
work according to plan 
once we get our hands 
on the OnePlus Pad to 
review it thoroughly. Un-
til then, don’t forget to 
check out all our reviews 
of the OnePlus 11 5G and 
the OnePlus Buds.

PayPal Pauses Work on Stablecoin 
Amid Increased Crypto Scrutiny

PayPal Holdings Inc. 
is pausing work on its 
stablecoin as regula-
tors increase scrutiny of 
cryptocurrencies and a 
key partner in the project 
faces a probe by the New 
York State Department of 
Financial Services. PayP-
al had hoped to debut the 
stablecoin, which will be 
backed one for one by the 
US dollar, in the coming 
weeks, but will delay that 
work as it seeks to under-
stand the changing regu-
latory landscape for such 
digital assets, according 
to a person with knowl-
edge of the matter. New 
York regulators have 
been investigating Paxos 
Trust, a cryptocurrency 
firm PayPal was working 
with on its stablecoin ef-
fort, Bloomberg News re-
ported this week. “We are 
exploring a stablecoin,” 
Amanda Miller, a spokes-
woman for PayPal, said 
in an emailed statement. 
“If and when we seek to 
move forward, we will, 
of course, work closely 
with relevant regulators.” 
BTC, ETH Retain Losses 
for Second Day in Row, 

Majority Altcoins Re-
cord Dips Paxos didn’t 
respond to requests for 
comment. Stablecoins 
are intended to hold a set 
value, and some are un-
derpinned by a matching 
reserve of assets such as 
cash and bonds. Bloom-
berg News first reported 
last year that San Jose, 
California-based PayPal 
was exploring the launch 
of its own stablecoin as 
part of its cryptocurrency 
push. New York-based 
Paxos, issuer of a Bi-
nance-branded token that 
ranks as the third-largest 
stablecoin, is regulated 

by the state’s Department 
of Financial Services. 
On its website, Paxos 
stresses its commitment 
to consumer protection 
and says that reserves for 
both of the stablecoins 
it issues are held wholly 
in cash and US Treasur-
ies. The company also 
issues its own stablecoin 
called Pax Dollar. in sev-
eral states of India. Also, 
it recently partnered with 
Motorola to confirm the 
entire list of Moto phones 
receiving the Jio 5G net-
work in the country.

WhatsApp: How to use the 
proxy feature to access it

WhatsApp has announced 
a new proxy feature that 
will allow users to get ac-
cess to the messaging app 
even if their connection is 
blocked. WhatsApp aims to 
provide a secure connection 
for users during internet 
shutdowns, or for people re-
siding in WhatsApp-banned 
countries like Iran. Also 
Read - WhatsApp an-
nounces new proxy support 
feature to allow users to ac-
cess it even during internet 
shutdowns As per a state-
ment by WhatsApp, “Our 

wish for 2023 is that these 
internet shutdowns never 
happen. Such blockades, as 
we have seen in Iran over 
the past several months, vi-
olate people’s human rights 
and prevent them from get-
ting immediate help.” Also 
Read - WhatsApp removes 
NY live stream, after min-
ister Rajeev Chandrasekhar 
objects WhatsApp has 
rolled out proxy support on 
the app for all users. Also 
Read - WhatsApp update: 
WhatsApp working on fea-
ture to let users select chats 

on Desktop beta Here’s a 
step-by-step guide on how 
you can set up the What-
sApp proxy feature on your 
smartphones. How to use 
WhatsApp proxy on An-
droid, iOS Notably, to get 
access to this feature, you 
need to make sure that you 
are using the latest version 
of the app. Open WhatsApp 
and open Settings from the 
top right corner Tap on Stor-
age & data > Proxies > Use 
proxy Select “Set up proxy” 
and enter the proxy address. 
Once done, Tap ‘Save’. You 
will see a green check once 
it is set up In case you still 
are not receiving messages 
or are unable to send mes-
sages, the proxy might be 
banned too. You can try de-
leting that particular proxy 
and then set up a new one. 
Additionally, WhatsApp re-
veals “If you have access to 
the Internet, you can search 
social media or search en-
gines to find reliable sources 
that have created proxies.” 

Bard, Bing and Baidu: How Big Tech’s AI Race 
Will Transform Search – and All of Computing

Today, if you want to 
find a good moving 
company, you might ask 
your favourite search 
engine – Google, Bing, 
or DuckDuckGo per-
haps – for some advice. 
After wading past half 
a page of adverts, you 
get a load of links to ar-
ticles on moving com-
panies. You click on one 
of the links and finally 
read about how to pick 
a good ‘un. But not for 
much longer. In a major 
reveal this week, Google 
announced plans to add 
its latest AI chatbot, 
LaMDA, to the Google 
search engine. The chat-
bot has been called the 
“Bard”. Google’s Bard 
Chatbot Blunders in Ad 
Touting AI Capabilities 
I hope William Shake-
speare’s descendants sue. 
It’s not the job of argu-
ably the greatest writer 

of the English language 
to answer mundane ques-
tions about how to find 
a good moving compa-
ny. But he will. Ask the 
Bard how, and he will re-
ply almost immediately 
with a logical eight-step 
plan: starting with read-
ing reviews and getting 
quotes, and ending with 
taking up references. No 
more wading through 
pages of links; the an-
swer is immediate. To 
add Shakespearean insult 
to injury, you can even 
ask the Bard to respond 
in the form of a sonnet. 
Google AI Chatbot Bard 
Caught Providing Inac-
curate Information in 
Company Ad Welcome 
to the AI race! Micro-
soft responded swiftly to 
Google, saying it would 
incorporate the ChatGPT 
chatbot into its search 
engine, Bing. It was only 

recently that Microsoft 
announced it would in-
vest $10 billion (roughly 
Rs. 82,550 crore) in Ope-
nAI, the company behind 
ChatGPT, on top of a 
previous investment of a 
billion or more in 2022. 
ChatGPT has already 
been added to Micro-
soft’s Teams software. 
You can expect it to turn 
up soon in Word, where it 
will write paragraphs for 
you. In Outlook it will 
compose entire emails, 
and in PowerPoint it 

will help you prepare 
slides for your next talk. 
Why ChatGPT Is a Data 
Privacy Nightmare for 
Everyone Not to be out-
done, Chinese web giant 
Baidu has also sprung 
into action. It recently 
announced its latest chat-
bot would be released in 
March. Baidu’s chatbot 
will be trained on 50 
percent more parameters 
than ChatGPT, and will 
be bilingual. The compa-
ny’s share price jumped 
15 percent in response. 

AI-driven search Google, 
along with other tech gi-
ants, has been using AI in 
search for many years al-
ready. AI algorithms, for 
example, order the search 
results Google returns. 
The difference now is 
that instead of searching 
based on the words you 
type, these new search 
engines will try to “un-
derstand” your question. 
And instead of sending 
you links, they’ll try to 
answer the questions, 
too. But new chatbot 
technology is far from 
perfect. ChatGPT some-
times just makes stuff 
up. Chatbots can also be 
tricked into saying things 
that are inappropriate, 
offensive or illegal – al-
though researchers are 
working hard to reduce 
this. Existential risk for 
Google.

Is 13 Too Young to Have a TikTok 
or Instagram Account?

The surgeon general is the 
“nation’s doctor” in the 
United States. They are 
tasked with giving Ameri-
cans the “best scientific 
information” about their 
health. Late last month, the 
current US surgeon general, 
Vivek Murthy, warned 13 
is too young to join social 
media. He said it poses a 
risk to young people’s “self-
worth and their relation-
ships”, adding: I, person-
ally, based on the data I’ve 
seen, believe that 13 is too 
early […] the skewed and 
often distorted environment 
of social media often does a 
disservice to many of those 
children. Is 13 too young? 
What should parents think 
about when it comes to 

their kids and social media 
accounts? Why are we talk-
ing about 13? Major social 
media platforms, including 
Twitter, Instagram, Face-
book, and TikTok, require 
users to be at least 13. This 
includes those in Australia 
and New Zealand. Gov-
ernment Doesn’t Control 
Social Media Intermediar-
ies: Rajeev Chandrasekhar 
This minimum age require-
ment stems from 1998 US 
legislation that banned the 
collection of children’s per-
sonal data without parental 
consent. For many parents, 
schools, and cybersafety 
experts, this minimum age 
has become something of a 
benchmark. Many assume 
it comes with the implicit 

assurance social media 
platforms are appropriate 
and safe for children once 
they turn 13. Conversely, 
they also assume they are 
unsafe for children under 
13. But this is not necessar-
ily the case. What does the 
evidence say? Social media 
platforms do present some 
risks for young people. 
These include online bul-
lying and harassment, ex-
posure to misinformation 
and inappropriate content, 
grooming, privacy breach-
es, and excessive use. US 
President Joe Biden Ac-
cuses Social Media Firms 
of Exploiting Children.
w Stories documenting the 
potentially harmful effects 
of social media are rarely 
out of the news. Studies 
claim links between social 
media and poor mental 
health and low self-esteem. 
These findings are concern-
ing, and there is no doubt 
social media may negative-
ly affect some young peo-
ple’s well-being. However, 
it is not a straightforward 
question.

New AI Voice-Cloning Tools Have Potential to 
Spread Misinformation on Social Media

In a video from a January 
25 news report, President 
Joe Biden talks about 
tanks. But a doctored 
version of the video has 
amassed hundred of thou-
sands of views this week 
on social media, making 
it appear he gave a speech 
that attacks transgender 
people. Digital forensics 
experts say the video 
was created using a new 
generation of artificial 
intelligence tools, which 
allow anyone to quickly 
generate audio simulat-
ing a person’s voice with 
a few clicks of a button. 
And while the Biden 
clip on social media may 
have failed to fool most 
users this time, the clip 
shows how easy it now 
is for people to generate 
hateful and disinforma-
tion-filled “deepfake” 
videos that could do 
real-world harm. “Tools 
like this are going to ba-
sically add more fuel to 

fire,” said Hafiz Malik, 
a professor of electrical 
and computer engineer-
ing at the University of 
Michigan who focuses 
on multimedia forensics. 
“The monster is already 
on the loose.” Bard, Bing 
and Baidu: How the AI 
Race Will Change Com-
puting Forever It arrived 
last month with the beta 
phase of ElevenLabs’ 
voice synthesis platform, 
which allowed users to 
generate realistic audio 
of any person’s voice by 
uploading a few minutes 
of audio samples and 
typing in any text for it 
to say. The startup says 
the technology was de-
veloped to dub audio in 
different languages for 
movies, audiobooks, and 
gaming to preserve the 
speaker’s voice and emo-
tions. Social media users 
quickly began sharing 
an AI-generated audio 
sample of Hillary Clinton 

reading the same trans-
phobic text featured in 
the Biden clip, along with 
fake audio clips of Bill 
Gates supposedly saying 
that the COVID-19 vac-
cine causes AIDS and 
actress Emma Watson 
purportedly reading Hit-
ler’s manifesto “Mein 
Kampf.” Google’s Bard 
Chatbot Blunders in Ad 
Touting AI Capabilities 
Shortly after, ElevenLabs 
tweeted that it was seeing 
“an increasing number 
of voice cloning misuse 
cases,” and announced 
that it was now exploring 

safeguards to tamp down 
on abuse. One of the first 
steps was to make the 
feature available only to 
those who provide pay-
ment information. Ini-
tially, anonymous users 
were able to access the 
voice cloning tool for 
free. The company also 
claims that if there are is-
sues, it can trace any gen-
erated audio back to the 
creator. But even the abil-
ity to track creators won’t 
mitigate the tool’s harm, 
said Hany Farid, a pro-
fessor at the University 
of California, Berkeley, 

who focuses on digital 
forensics and misinfor-
mation. “The damage is 
done,” he said. As an ex-
ample, Farid said bad ac-
tors could move the stock 
market with fake audio of 
a top CEO saying profits 
are down. And already 
there’s a clip on YouTube 
that used the tool to alter 
a video to make it appear.
 Biden said the US was 
launching a nuclear at-
tack against Russia. 
Google AI Chatbot Bard 
Caught Providing Inac-
curate Information in 
Company Ad Free and 
open-source software 
with the same capabili-
ties have also emerged 
online, meaning paywalls 
on commercial tools 
aren’t an impediment. 
Using one free online 
model, the AP generated 
audio samples to sound 
like actors Daniel Craig 
and Jennifer Lawrence in 
just a few minutes. 
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Capital Infusion In Vodafone Idea By 
Centre Under Discussion

Bhubaneswar: Debt-
ridden telecom firm Vo-
dafone Idea has various 
requirements, including 
infusion of capital, and 
discussions on this front 

are going on, telecom 
minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw said today. Vodafone 
Idea (VIL), reeling under 
debt burden of over ₹ 
2 lakh crore, has opted 

for converting about ₹ 
16,000 crore of interest 
liability payable to the 
government into equity, 
which will amount to 
around a 33 per cent stake 

in the company while 
promoters’ holding will 
come down to 50 per cent 
from 74.99 per cent. ‘Vo-
dafone (Idea) has many 
requirements. It has a 
particular requirement of 
capital. How much capi-
tal, who will infuse? All 
those things are under 
discussion at this point of 
time,” Ashwini Vaishnaw 
said.VIL has offered a 
stake to the government 
at a par value of ₹ 10 per 
share and the government 
is waiting for the com-
pany’s shares to stabilise 
at ₹ 10 apiece. “The re-
sponsibility of capital 
has to come from various 
sources. The company 
just doesn’t require con-
version. It requires capi-
tal. All those things.

Swiggy Strikes on Password-Sharing; 
Amends Rules for ‘Swiggy One’ Members

New Delhi: Food deliv-
ery app Swiggy brought a 
password restriction sys-
tem for its ‘Swiggy One’ 
membership programme 
from February 8, 2023 
to restrict users to log 
in only in two devices. 
The move is expected to 
help the company to get-
ting rid of power-sharing 
problem that is the major 
problem for companies to 
lose potential customers 
than can generate more 
revenue. ALSO READ | 
Anand Mahindra Prais-
es Shah Rukh Khan as 
‘Pathaan’ Tops Wikipe-
dia List Swiggy informed 
about the changes to 
Swiggy One membership 
to subscribers through an 
email. “The Swiggy One 
membership is meant for 

personal usage. Imple-
menting this change will 
reduce the instances of 
misuse. This will ensure 
we are able to serve our 
members in the most 
optimal way while still 
maintaining fair usage 
within reasonable pa-
rameters,” Swiggy mail 
stated to subscribers. 
ALSO READ | Twitter’s 
Blue Tick Monthly Plan 
in India Creates a Storm 
of Memes and Jokes It 
added further, “The terms 
and conditions of your 
Swiggy One membership 
have been updated. Effec-
tive 8th  Feb ’23, mem-
bers will stay logged-in 
on two of their recent 
devices. You will be un-
affected by this change as 
long as you continue to 

adhere to the two devices 
limit as reflected by your 
usage history.” The price 
of an annual subscription 
is at Rs 899. Netflix Puts 
Anti-Password Rules in 
Four Countries Netflix 
has announced in a new 
blog to put some restric-
tions for Netflix’s sub-
scribers in four countries 
so they won’t be able to 
share passwords as freely. 
Canada, Portugal, Spain, 

and New Zealand are 
chosen countries where 
the rules for password 
sharing have been imple-
mented from now on-
wards. These changes are 
setting primary location 
that will ensure anyone 
living in their household 
can use their Netflix ac-
count, transferring profile 
and buy an extra member 
or premium plan in many 
countries, more.

Global Firm Moody’s Cuts Rating Outlook of Four Ada-
ni Companies from ‘Stable’ to ‘Negative’

New Delhi: Moody’s In-
vestor Service on Friday 
revised downwards the 
rating outlook on four 
Adani Group companies 
to ‘negative’ from ‘sta-
ble’ after a significant and 
rapid decline in market 
value following a report 
by US-based short-seller 
Hindenburg Research. 
In a statement, Moody’s 
said the rating outlook 
for Adani Green Energy 
Ltd, Adani Green Energy 
Restricted Group, Adani 
Transmission Step-One 
Ltd and Adani Electric-
ity Mumbai Ltd has been 
changed to ‘negative’ 
from ‘stable’. “These rat-
ing actions follow the sig-
nificant and rapid decline 
in the market equity val-
ues of the Adani Group 
companies following the 
recent release of a re-
port from a short-seller 
highlighting governance 
concerns in the Group,” 
it said. Adani group com-
panies have lost USD 
100 billion in market 
value since the US short-
seller Hindenburg Re-
search came out with a 
damning report alleging 
fraud at the conglomer-
ate helmed by Gautam 

Adani. Adani Group has 
denied all allegations and 
threatened to sue Hin-
denburg. Moody’s said it 
has affirmed the ratings 
on eight Adani Group 
companies. by Taboola-
Sponsored LinksYou 
May Like Win an as-
sured gift with New Year 
Spin & Win offer Begin 
2023 with Godrej ₹2000 
Investment can mean 
2nd income for Indians. 
Hoxton Capital “At the 
same time, Moody’s has 
changed the outlook on 
four issuers to negative 
from stable, while main-
taining the stable out-
look on other four com-
panies,” the statement 
said. The rating outlook 
was downgraded for the 
group’s renewable en-
ergy firms Adani Green 
Energy Ltd (AGEL) and 
Adani Green Energy Re-
stricted Group (AGEL 
RG-1) comprising Ad-
ani Green Energy (UP), 
Parampujya Solar Energy 
Pvt Ltd and Prayatna De-
velopers Private Ltd. Its 
transmission unit Adani 
Transmission Step-One 
Ltd (ATSOL) and Adani 
Electricity Mumbai Ltd 
(AEML) too faced simi-

lar action. However, the 
outlook for Adani Ports 
and Special Economic 
Zone Ltd (APSEZ) and 
Adani International Con-
tainer Terminal Pvt Ltd 
was unchanged at stable. 
The outlook for Adani 
Green Energy Restricted 
Group (AGEL RG-2) 
comprising Wardha Solar 
(Maharashtra), Kodangal 
Solar and Adani Renew-
able Energy (Rj) as well 
as Adani Transmission 
Restricted Group 1 (ATL 
RG1) comprising Barmer 
Power Transmission Ser-
vice, Raipur-Rajnandga-
on-Warora Transmission 
Ltd, Sipat Transmission, 
Thar Power Transmis-
sion Service, Hadoti 
Power Transmission Ser-
vice and Chhattisgarh-
WR Transmission was 

also kept unchanged. 
The change in AGEL’s 
outlook was consider-
ing “the company’s large 
capital spending program 
and dependence on spon-
sor support, potentially in 
the form of subordinated 
debt or shareholder loans, 
which will likely be less 
certain in the current 
environment,” Moody’s 
said. It further added that 
the negative outlook also 
factors in the company’s 
significant refinancing 
needs of around USD 
2.7 billion in fiscal year 
ending March 2025 and 
limited headroom in its 
credit metrics to man-
age any material increase 
in funding costs. The 
change in the outlook on 
AGEL RG-1 factors.

 in the refinancing risk 
associated with USD 
500 million of bonds 
maturing in December 
2024. “Moody’s recog-
nizes that the project fi-
nance structure of AGEL 
RG-1 provides protec-
tion from any contagion 
risk from the broader 
Adani Group,” it said. 
The change in the out-
look on ATSOL consid-
ers the modest headroom 
in ATL’s credit metrics 
relative to the minimum 
tolerance level under 
Moody’s base case sce-
nario, which limits the 
group’s ability to with-
stand a material increase 
in funding cost or re-
duced funding access. 
The change in outlook 
for AEML reflects the 
likely reduction in its 
funding access and re-
duced ability to manage 
any material increase 
in funding costs given 
the limited headroom in 
its credit metrics under 
Moody’s base case sce-
nario, the statement said. 
Moody’s said given the 
negative outlook, an up-
grade in the ratings of the 
four firms was unlikely in 
the near term. “However, 

GST Council to Meet on February 18; 
Online Gaming, Appellate Tribun,  

New Delhi: The 49th 
meeting of the GST 
Council is scheduled to 
be held here in the na-
tional capital on Febru-
ary 18. The GST Council 
meeting will be chaired 
by Union Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman. 
The much-awaited report 
by the Group of Minis-
ters on online gaming 
and GST appellate tribu-
nal is unlikely to be sub-
mitted in the upcoming 
meeting, Central Board 
of Indirect Taxes and 
Customs (CBIC) Chair-
man Vivek Johri said, 
adding that the agenda 
will be circulated soon. 
The 48th Meeting of the 
GST Council was held 
on December 17, 2022, 
through video confer-
ence. At the last meeting, 

the GST Council recom-
mended decriminalising 
three different types of 
offences, including the 
tampering of material ev-
idence. (Also Read: Price 
Drop Alert! Samsung 
Galaxy S23 Ultra Gets 
Price Cut of Rs 8000: 
Check Discount Offer 
on Amazon and Flipkart) 
They pertain to obstruct-
ing or preventing any 
officer in the discharge 
of his duties, deliberate 
tampering with material 
evidence, and failure to 
supply information. The 
other major decision 
taken at the meeting was 
regarding the threshold 
limit of tax amount for 
launching prosecution on 
any criminal offence de-
fined under the GST laws 
that has been increased 

from Rs 1 crore to Rs 2 
crore. (Also Read: Bad 
News for Loan Borrow-
ers! PNB, BoB Raise 
Lending Rates by up to 
25 bps) This, however, 
would not be applicable 
to those offences such 
as fake invoicing. More-
over, GST rates on pulses 
husk, and knives have 
been reduced from 5 per-
cent to nil. GST on ethyl 
alcohol for the purpose 
of blending ethanol has 
been exempted. Earlier, 
it was taxed at 18 per-
cent. Goods and Services 
Tax was introduced in the 
country with effect from 
July 1, 2017, and states 
were assured compensa-
tion for loss of any rev-
enue arising on account 
of the implementation of 
GST as per the provisions 
of the GST (Compensa-
tion to States) Act, 2017 
for a period of five years. 
For providing compensa-
tion to States, Cess is lev-
ied on certain goods and 
the amount of Cess col-
lected is being credited 
to Compensation Fund. 
Compensation to States 
is being paid out of the 
Compensation Fund with 
effect from July 1, 2017.

How to get Rs 50 Lakh Return 
by Investing Rs 300 PD

Google to appeal in SC against CCI’s October ruling on 
Android market anti-trust violation

New Delhi: Google is 
preparing to approach 
India’s Supreme Court 
within days to try to block 
a ruling by the coun-
try’s antitrust watchdog 
that will force the U.S. 
company to change how 
it markets its Android 
platform, two people fa-
miliar with its strategy 
told Reuters. The Com-
petition Commission of 
India (CCI) in October 
fined the Alphabet Inc 
unit $161 million for 
exploiting its dominant 
position in the market for 
Android which powers 
97% of smartphones in 
India, a key growth re-
gion for the U.S. giant. | 
Amul wishes for speedy 
recovery of Rishabh 
Pant with truly precious 
doodle Google, how-
ever, has been worried 
about the Indian decision 
as the remedies ordered 
are seen as more sweep-
ing than the European 
Commission’s landmark 
2018 ruling for imposing 
unlawful restrictions on 

Android mobile device 
makers. Google has chal-
lenged the record $4.3 
billion fine in that case. 
| ‘Inspiring to see...’, 
Satya Nadella says THIS 
on his meeting with PM 
Modi In India, Google is 
now gearing up to file a 
legal challenge at the Su-
preme Court within days 
as the antitrust watch-
dog’s Jan. 19 deadline 
to implement changes to 

its model looms, the first 
source with direct knowl-
edge said. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Modular Kitchens 
starting at 1.75 Lakhs 
HomeLane Investment 
opportunity only for Se-
nior India Citizens! Hox-
ton Capital A spokesper-
son for Google did not 
immediately respond to 
a request for comment. 
The Supreme Court ap-

proach will come af-
ter Google suffered a 
setback on Wednesday 
when a tribunal turned 
down its request to block 
the antitrust ruling. The 
company argued imple-
mentation of CCI’s direc-
tives will hurt its long-
standing business model 
and consumer interests. 
Google believes some of 
CCI’s directives cannot 
be implemented, and the 

company “has no other 
option” than approaching 
the Supreme Court for 
relief, the source added. 
Google licenses its An-
droid system to smart-
phone makers, but critics 
say it imposes restric-
tions like mandatory pre-
installation of its own 
apps that are anti-com-
petitive. The company 
argues such agreements 
help keep the operating 
system free. The CCI 
ruled in October that 
Google’s licensing of its 
Play Store “shall not be 
linked with the require-
ment of pre-installing” 
Google search services, 
the Chrome browser, 
YouTube or any other 
Google applications. 
Separately, Google has 
alleged in its filings the 
CCI’s investigation unit 
copied parts of a Euro-
pean 2018 ruling against 
the U.S. firm, Reuters has 
reported. The CCI and 
the European Commis-
sion have not responded 
to those allegations.

New Delhi: This pro-
gramme was introduced 
by the Indian govern-
ment, enabling parents 
to register savings ac-
counts for their daughters 
and earn interest on the 
money put. The funds 
can be utilised for the 
daughter’s education and 
wedding costs, at an in-
terest rate of 8.5 percent 
per year. One of the bet-
ter programmes, Sukanya 
Samriddhi Yojana (SSY), 
allows you to contribute 
as little as Rs 250 per 
month to the future fi-

nancial security of your 
daughter. Benefits of Su-
kanya Samriddhi Yojana 
A financial year’s worth 
of investments in an SSY 
account registered in 
your daughter’s name is 
limited to Rs 1.5 lakh. In 
addition, you can claim 
tax advantages under sec-
tion 80C. By setting aside 
a tiny amount each day 
and putting it in an SSY 
account each month, you 
can collect a sizable sum 
in one go. Sukanya Sam-
riddhi Yojana return Cal-
culator You can invest Rs 

1050 every month in an 
SSY account by saving 
just Rs. 35 per day. Your 
daily investment of Rs 35 
will grow to over Rs 5 
lakh at the present inter-
est rate. Similar to this, 
you can invest Rs. 3000 
each month in an SSY ac-
count by merely setting 
aside Rs. 100 per day. 
Your daily investment 
of Rs 100 will mature as 
almost Rs 16 lakh at the 
present interest rate. You 
can invest Rs 6000 per 
month in an SSY account 
by setting aside Rs 200 
per day. Your daily in-
vestment of Rs 200 will 
mature into more than 
Rs 33 lakh at the present 
interest rate. You can put 
Rs. 9000 per month into 
an SSY account by sav-
ing Rs 300 per day. Your 
Rs 300 a day will mature 
into more than Rs 50 lakh 
at the current interest 
rate. For the well-being 
of daughters, the govern-
ment operates a number 
of programmes.
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UFC 284: Islam Makhachev, Alexander Volkanovski 
over with weigh-ins; battle for Lightweight title

UFC 284- Islam 
Makachev vs Alexan-
der Volkanovski: The 
weigh-ins for the battle 
for the Lightweight title 
are over and here are the 

results- Islam Makachev 
from Russia weighs 155 
pounds while the official 
weight for Alexander 
“The Great” Volkanovski 
is 154.5 pounds. With 

the weigh-ins, the UFC 
284 main event is now 
official and the fight for 
the Lightweight belt will 
take place on Sunday 
(February 12) at the RAC 

Arena in Perth, Australia. 
| UFC 284 presser: I’m 
gonna beat Volkanovski 
easy, says Makachev as 
Aussie is keen to clinch 
Lightweight belt Follow-
ing the weigh-ins, the 
two fighters had a final 
staredown before they 
step into the octagon. 
Volkanovski, the cur-
rent UFC Featherweight 
champion will take on 
Lightweight champion 
Makachev in a five-round 
championship bout on 
Sunday. This is one of 
the biggest MMA fights 
of this year. Makachev 
would defend his title 
for the first time and 
Volkanovski makes his 
move to the Lightweight 
division- which is one of 
the deepest in terms of 
talent. Volkanovski with 
25 wins and 1 loss is cur-
rently the No. 1 Men’s 
Pound-for Pound and 
is the first UFC cham-
pion from Australia. The 

Aussie is the underdog 
against the world-class 
wrestling and grappling 
skills of Makhachev, who 
has 23 wins and 1 loss. 
× During the pre-fight 
press conference on Fri-
day, Volkanvoski said ex-
pressed confidence that 
he would beat Makachev, 
and added, “I ain’t tap-
ping. I ain’t going to 
sleep. I’m getting out and 
I’m putting hands on him 
(Makachev).” Makachev, 
who became the newly 
crowned Lightweight 
champion after defeating 
Brazil’s Charles Oliveira 
via second-round head-
and-arm choke last year, 
told reporters on Fri-
day that he was going to 
beat Volkanovski easily. 
UFC 284 will take place 
at the RAC Arena, Perth 
on Sunday. In the United 
States, the fight will be 
broadcast on ESPN and 
PPV. 

Premier League: Manchester City beat 
Chelsea to cut gap to leaders Arsenal

Manchester City trimmed 
the gap to Premier 
League leader Arsenal 
to five points by beating 
Chelsea 1-0 on Thurs-
day (January 5) after a 
double substitution by 
Pep Guardiola paid off 
immediately at Stamford 
Bridge. Riyad Mahrez 
and Jack Grealish en-
tered in the 60th minute 
and combined for the 
only goal three minutes 
later, with Mahrez tap-
ping in from close range 
after a perfectly weight-
ed cross by his fellow 
winger. City only came 

to life in the second half 
after a curiously passive 
display before halftime, 
perhaps brought on by a 
confusing team selection 
by Guardiola that saw 
a number of players de-
ployed in unusual roles. 
Known for his overthink-
ing at times, Guardiola 
accepted after the game 
he got it wrong. That’s 
why he took off two full 
backs — Joao Cancelo 
and Kyle Walker — at 
halftime and restored 
Rodri to center midfield, 
with the Spaniard having 
also been in a hybrid role 

covering central defense, 
too. WATCH Riyad 
Mahrez of Manchester 
City score against Chel-
sea HERE… Suddenly, 
City was all over Chel-
sea and creating chances, 
even if top scorer Erling 
Haaland was largely 
kept quiet and Kevin De 
Bruyne shone only fleet-
ingly. “In the second 
half, it was miles better 
in all departments,” said 
Guardiola, who reserved 
special praise for half-
time sub, the 18-year-old 
Rico Lewis, because he 
“changed the game.” The 
goal came after Guar-
diola’s second double 
change, though it might 
have been kept out had 
Chelsea goalkeeper Kepa 
Arrizabalaga stretched 
out to block Grealish’s 
low cross from the left 
rather than pull away his 
arm. “I felt the keeper 
was going to get it at one 
point,” Grealish said, 
“though maybe I should 
be praising my cross!”

Tiger Woods announces his return following car 
crash, to compete in PGA Tour event in Los Angeles

Tiger Woods said on Fri-
day he will play in next 
week’s PGA Tour event 
in Los Angeles, marking 
his return to competitive 
golf after a seven-month 
absence as he recovers 
from injuries sustained in 
a 2021 car crash. The for-
mer world number one, 
whose appearances have 
been limited in the past 
two years since the 2021 
car accident that left him 
with severe leg injuries, 
last played at the British 
Open in July. Writing on 
Twitter on Friday, Woods 
said he plans to play at 
the February 16-19 Gen-
esis Invitational tourna-
ment at Riviera Country 
Club which he hosts and 
benefits his charitable 
foundation. “I’m ready to 
play an ACTUAL PGA 
Tour event next week @
thegenesisinv,” Woods 
tweeted. I’m ready to 
play an ACTUAL PGA 
Tour event next week @
thegenesisinv — Tiger 
Woods (@TigerWoods) 
February 10, 2023 × 
Woods did not play in 

2021 following his ac-
cident, which required 
several surgeries and 
drastically restricted his 
mobility. However, he 
made a stunning come-
back at the Masters in 
Augusta last year, finish-
ing in 47th place. UFC 
284: Islam Makhachev, 
Alexander Volkanovski 
over with weigh-ins; 
battle for Lightweight 
title tomorrow He re-
turned to play in the PGA 
Championship in May, 
but withdrew after 54 
holes following a third 
round 79. Woods played 
again at the British Open 
at St. Andrews, where he 

missed the cut after an 
emotional second round 
at the spiritual home of 
golf. The 47-year-old 
-- who won the last of 
his 15 major champion-
ships at the 2019 Masters 
-- had hoped to make his 
PGA Tour return at the 
Hero World Challenge in 
the Bahamas last Decem-
ber. He abandoned those 
plans after developing 
plantar fasciitis in his 
right foot, leaving him 
struggling to walk. “After 
consulting with my doc-
tors and trainers, I have 
decided to withdraw this 
week and focus on my 
hosting duties,” Woods 

said at the time. He did 
play in The Match, a 12-
hole exhibition event in 
December as well as the 
PNC Championship, a 
low-key event alongside 
his son Charlie. In No-
vember, Woods indicated 
that he expects to play 
just a handful of events 
outside of major cham-
pionships in future. “The 
goal is to play just the 
major championships and 
maybe one or two more. 
That’s it,” Woods said at 
the time. “I mean, that’s 
physically, that’s all I 
can do.” Woods was left 
hospitalized for weeks 
and unable to walk for 
months, with his right leg 
repaired with rods, plates 
and screws following his 
scary February 2021 roll-
over crash in California. 
Woods said during the 
British Open last year he 
had feared not being able 
to walk again following 
his car accident. “For the 
most part of my rehab I 
was just hoping that I 
could walk again, you 
know,.

Hug Day 2023: When is Hug Day in 2023 in 
February & Why is it a special day?

After Murali Vijay slams Sanjay Manjrekar, 
the latter makes quick amends

Former Indian cricketer 
Murali Vijay was not an 
impressed man after com-
mentator Sanjay Manjrekar 
made some comments on 
air. Manjrekar was shocked 
to find Vijay at the top of the 
list of the ‘best conversion 
rate for Indian batters in In-
dia’. After Manjrekar made 
the comment on air, an ex-
asperated Vijay showed 
his disappointment and 
tweeted, ‘Surprised wow’, 
whilst tagging the former 
Indian batter. Sanjay Man-

jrekar was surprised to see 
Murali Vijay on top of the 
list of conversion rates and 
mentioned it in the comms. 
#INDvAUS https://t.co/
eclG9XHNet pic.twitter.
com/V24BMQkrlA — Sa-
meer Allana (@Hitman-
Cricket) February 10, 2023 
× In another tweet, Vijay in-
creased the intensity of the 
dig by stating, “Some Mum-
bai ex players can never be 
appreciative of the south 
! #showsomelove #equal-
ity #fairplayforall @san-

jaymanjrekar @BCCI” @
sanjaymanjrekar Surprised 
wow — Murali Vijay (@
mvj888) February 10, 2023 
× Some Mumbai ex players 
can never be appreciative of 
the south ! #showsomelove 
#equality #fairplayforall @
sanjaymanjrekar@BCCI — 
Murali Vijay (@mvj888) 
February 10, 2023 × Read 
more: Ind vs Aus, 1st Test, 
Day 2: Rohit, Jadeja, Axar 
ensure India wrests control, 
Murphy bags five on debut 
Ex-Indian leg spinner and 
commentator Laxman Si-
varamakrishnan also came 
to Vijay’s corner and asked 
Manjrekar the reason for the 
surprise. “Why surprised 
Sanjay Manjrekar? There 
was a time when Vijay 
and Pujara had the highest 
partnership average for the 
top order. Interesting com-
ment,” Sivaramakrishnan 
tweeted. After the contro-
versy seemingly boiled on 
the online platforms, Man-
jrekar sought to diffuse the 
situation. He brought up the 
‘conversion stat’ once again 
and this time heaped praise 
on Vijay. “He (Rohit) is No. 

Buffalo Bills’ Damar Hamlin has been 
able to awaken and communicate

Buffalo Bills player Damar 
Hamlin has been able to 
awaken and communicate 
with his medical team after 
the safety suffered cardiac 
arrest on the field during a 
Monday night NFL game 
in Cincinnati, his doctors 
told reporters on Thurs-
day. Two physicians caring 
for the 24-year-old said he 
was “demonstrating signs 
of good neurological re-
covery” and was able to 
communicate in writing. 
Hamlin remains on a ven-
tilator in the intensive care 
unit (ICU) at University of 
Cincinnati Medical Center 
to assist his breathing. He 
collapsed on the field after 
making a tackle in the first 
quarter of the game against 
the Cincinnati Bengals and 
had to have his heartbeat 
restored on the field. The 
physicians said Hamlin had 
in writing asked who won 
the game. The response: 
“Damar, you won - you 
won the game of life,” Dr 
Timothy Pritts said. That he 
was asking about the out-
come of the game showed, 
“it’s not only that the lights 

are on - he’s home,” Pritts 
said. “It appears that all 
cylinders are firing within 
his brain, which is greatly 
gratifying.” Dr William 
Knight described the last 
three days for Hamlin as a 
long and difficult road. “He 
has been very sick and has 
made a fairly remarkable 
recovery.” The positive up-
date was welcome news for 
the Bills, as they prepare 
for their final regular sea-
son contest on Sunday. An 
emotional Bills quarterback 

Josh Allen told reporters 
on Thursday about receiv-
ing word their teammate 
was awake and thinking 
of them. “His dad said the 
first thing he is going to ask 
when he wakes up is ask 
who won the game,” said 
Allen. “Sure enough that’s 
what he did. “As teammates 
you love hearing that re-
sponse,” Allen continued. 
“The first thing on his mind 
wasn’t poor me it was how 
are my teammates doing, 
did we win this game.

Steve Smith hints at early 
Test retirement

Australia batter Steve 
Smith hints at an early 
Test retirement follow-
ing his record-breaking 
hundred against South 
Africa in the first innings 
of the Sydney Test on 
Thursday. After hitting 
his 30th Test century on 
day 2, Smith not only 
broke several records – 
including crossing Don 
Bradman and Michael 
Clarke to become Aus-
tralia’s fourth-highest 
run-getter in Tests, he 
broke plenty hearts too 
with his answer to when 
does he plan to step aside 
from this format. Clear-

ly, Smith has been one of 
Australia’s best players 
in the past decade. Hav-
ing started his Test career 
in 2010 as a leg-spinner, 
Smith ended up scoring 
8647 in 162 innings at 
an astonishing average 
of 60.89. With 37 fifties, 
four double hundreds 
and 30 centuries.w so far, 
he is heads and shoulders 
ahead of his contempo-
raries. Upon being asked 
if he would be featuring 
for the Australian team 
in the upcoming sum-
mers, the veteran batter 
didn’t respond with yes, 
and instead said, “I don’t 

Hug Day 2023: Valen-
tine’s Day week pro-
vides many opportunities 
for lovers to show their 
emotions and love. This 
week, couples are cel-
ebrating by expressing 
their love and admira-
tion for the person they 
admire. During Valen-
tine’s Day week, people 
exchange gifts to express 
their love for their lov-
ers, such as chocolates, 

flowers, or something 
meaningful. Valentine’s 
week, also known as love 
week, begins on Febru-
ary 7 with Rose Day and 
concludes on February 
14 with Valentine’s Day. 
Hug Day is arguably the 
most celebrated day of 
Valentine’s Week. People 
enjoy the day with friends 
and family members by 
exchanging warm hugs. 
Hug Day is observed an-

nually on February 12 as 
part of Valentine’s Week. 
It is a day to demonstrate 
love and affection for our 
loved ones by wrapping 
them in a warm embrace. 
A hug is an act of show-
ing someone you love 
and care without using 
words. Being hugged is 
one of the most reassur-
ing moments a person can 
have. Here’s everything 
you need to know about 

Hug Day 2023. Hug Day 
2023: Date When is the 
Hug Day in February 
2023? The world will 
mark ‘Hug Day’ on Feb-
ruary 12, 2023. Hug Day 
2023: Importance Why 
is Hug Day so special? 
Hug Day is unique for 
individuals who believe 
in physically expressing 
their affection. It is a day 
to remember the value 
of hugs in our lives and 
how they may provide 
comfort, joy, and calm 
to our loved ones. Hugs 
are a way to express af-
fection. They are benefi-
cial to one’s physical and 
mental well-being. Hugs 
stimulate the production 
of oxytocin, a hormone 
that aids in the reduction 
of stress, anxiety, and 
sadness. They also assist 
in decreasing blood pres-
sure and enhancing the 
immune system, result-
ing in a more calm and 
revitalised feeling. Hugs 
are a nonverbal expres-
sion of love, comfort, and 
support.
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Vivek Agnihotri’s ‘Vaccine War based on 
true story, makers cast real people

New Delhi: Filmmaker 
Vivek Agnihotri’s next 
announced venture ‘The 
Vaccine War’ shoot has 
begun. It is based on In-
dian scientists and on the 
people who have sacri-
ficed their lives for over 
two years to develop the 
most effective vaccine 
in the world battling the 

deadly COVID-19 pan-
demic. Taking to social 
media, Vivek Ranjan Ag-
nihotri dropped a video 
from the sets of the film, 
writing “From the sets 
of #TheVaccineWar. In-
dependence Day. 2023”. 
In the video filmmaker 
along with the cast of 
the film can be seen hail-

ing several slogans. Now 
with the film gearing up 
for the Independence day 
release, an insider has 
informed that this film 
based on a ‘true story’ 
also has true warriors 
of India in cast. Talking 
about the same, the source 
says, “These are the Sikh 
volunteers who helped 

cremate dead people 
during the second wave, 
risking their lives. They 
also volunteered to work 
in our film and helped us 
recreate exact scenarios.” 
The source further added, 
“Since #TheVaccineWar 
is a true story, we are 
casting real people as 
much as we can. We want 
this true story to be a col-
laborative film with true 
warriors of India. It’s 
going to be the first film 
of ‘true story’ genre in 
India based on intensive 
research in collaboration 
with some of the world’s 
most prestigious institu-
tions.  The Vaccine War is 
a genuine attempt to raise 
the bar of Indian cinema 
and use films as the soft 
power of India.” With 
this film, Vivek Ranjan 
Agnihotri is all set and 
steadfast to deliver one of 
the most promising films 
on Coronavirus outbreak 
on August 15, 2023 in 11 
Languages.

Steven Spielberg praises SS Rajamouli’s 
‘RRR’: ‘It was like eye candy’

Steven Spielberg is a big 
fan of SS Rajamouli’s 
‘RRR’. The ace direc-
tor praised the Telugu 
drama during his recent 
chat with the Indian 
director over a Zoom 
call about his Academy 
Award-nominated film 
‘The Fabelmans,’ which 
was released in India 
on February 10. Before 
discussing his critically 
acclaimed film, Steven 
praised Rajamouli’s 
film, revealing that he 
has watched the film last 
week only. Rajamouli 
met the veteran actor at a 
cocktail party in Los An-
geles in January, when 
he was busy promoting 
his movie in the US. 
Later, sharing a photo 
with the director, Raja-
mouli hailed the director 
as his “god.” However, 
now that he has watched 
the film, here’s what 
he thought about Ram 
Charan and JR NTR’s 
film. “I thought your 

movie was outstanding... 
It was just amazing,” 
Spielberg said, per Vari-
ety. “I couldn’t believe 
it, it was like eye candy... 
it was extraordinary to 
look at and experience,” 
he continued. Reacting 
to Steven’s kind words, 
SS said, “I can almost get 

up from the chair and do 
a dance, it means a lot to 
me.” The director also 
praised the performances 
of Ram Charan, NTR Jr., 
Alia Bhatt, and Alison 
Doody. In January, after 
‘RRR’ made history at 
the Golden Globes, he 
got a chance to meet ace-

director Steven Spiel-
berg. They crossed paths 
at a party hosted by Uni-
versal Pictures. Sharing 
a photo of him with Ste-
ven, the director shared 
two photos; in the first 
one, Rajamouli looks 
starstruck as he stands in 
front of Spielberg.

Watch these 5 unconventional OTT gems 
for their unique storytelling style

Samantha Ruth Prabhu’s ‘Shaakuntalam’ 
is now releasing on this date

Samantha Ruth Prabhu’s 
highly anticipated film 
‘Shaakuntalam’ has got 
a new release date. The 
film was initially sched-
uled to release in Febru-
ary but has been pushed 
to a later date. Trade ana-
lyst Taran Adarsh made 
the announcement on 
Twitter as he wrote, “SA-
MANTHA - DEV MO-
HAN: NEW RELEASE 
DATE FOR PAN-INDIA 
FILM `SHAAKUNTA-
LAM`... Team #Shaakun-

talam #3D - starring #Sa-
mantha and #DevMohan 
- announce new release 
date: 14 April 2023... 
#AlluArjun`s daughter 
#AlluArha portrays a 
key role... Directed by 
#Gunasekhar. Presented 
by #DilRaju and pro-
duced by #NeelimaGuna, 
#Shaakuntalam #3D will 
release in #Telugu, #Hin-
di, #Tamil, #Malayalam 
and #Kannada.” SA-
MANTHA - DEV MO-
HAN: NEW RELEASE 

DATE FOR PAN-INDIA 
FILM ‘SHAAKUNTA-
LAM’... Team #Shaakun-
talam #3D - starring #Sa-
mantha and #DevMohan 
- announce new release 
date: 14 April 2023… 
#AlluArjun’s daughter 
#AlluArha portrays a 
key role… Directed by 
#Gunasekhar. pic.twit-
ter.com/5UL77tv04p 
— taran adarsh (@
taran_adarsh) February 
10, 2023 × ‘Shaakunta-
lam’ is all set to hit the 

big screens on April 24, 
2023 now. The Pan-India 
mythological romantic 
drama stars Samantha 
Ruth Prabhu and Dev 
Mohan in lead roles. Ear-
lier the film was slated to 
hit the theatres on Febru-
ary 17, 2023. The film is 
based on a popular Indian 
play Shakuntala by Ka-
lidasa. Shakuntala is the 
wife of king Dushyant 
and the mother of emper-
or Bharata after whom 
India is named. King 
Dushyant meets Shakun-
tala when he is out on a 
hunting trip in the jungle. 
They fell in love and got 
married as per the Gand-
harva system.It will be 
out in Hindi, Tamil, Ma-
layalam, and Kannada. 
Samantha was recently 
seen in the sci-fi thriller 
film `Yashoda` which re-
ceived positive responses 
from the audience. She 
will be next seen in an 
upcoming romantic film 
`Khusi` opposite actor 
Vijay Deverakonda and 
in the action thriller web 
series .

Google Doodle honours PK Rosy, first 
female Malayalam actor

Drishyam 2’ director Abhishek Pathak ties the 
knot with Shivaleeka Oberoi in Goa

Director Abhishek 
Pathak and actress 
Shivaleeka Oberoi 
are married now! The 
‘Drishyam 2’ director 
Abhishek and the ‘Khu-
da Haafiz’ actress tied 
the knot on February 9 
in Goa. The much-in-
love couple got married 
in a ceremony attended 
by family and celebri-
ties. Actors Ajay Devgn, 
and Vidyut Jammwal 
were among the attend-
ees. After the wedding, 
the couple shared some 
aww-dorable pictures 
of themselves. Sharing 
the pictures, they wrote, 
‘’You don’t find love, it 

finds you. It’s got a lot 
to do with destiny, fate 
and what’s written in 
the stars.’’ ‘’Last eve-
ning 9th Feb 2023, sur-
rounded by our loved 
ones, we got married in 
a place where our rela-
tionship bloomed. This 
will forever be the most 
magical moment of our 
life!’’ View this post on 
Instagram A post shared 
by Shivaleeka Oberoi 
(@shivaleekaoberoi) × 
‘’With our hearts full of 
love and so many mem-
ories, we can’t wait to 
build even more special 
ones and begin this new 
journey together. Seek-

ing your love & bless-
ings. ‘’ In the photos, 
both the bride and the 

groom are looking stun-
ning. Ditching pink and 
pastel colours.

Google paid homage to 
Malayalam cinema`s first 
woman actor PK Rosy on 
the occasion of her birth 
anniversary.P. K. Rosy 
was born on 10 Febru-
ary 1903. She was the 
first actress in Malay-
alam cinema. She acted 
in J. C. Daniel`s directo-
rial `Vigathakumaran` 
(The Lost Child).She 
was born `Rajamma` in 
1903 to a Pulaya family 
in Nandankode, Trivan-
drum. Her father passed 
away while she was very 
young, leaving her fam-
ily in extreme poverty, 
according to her living 

relatives.She worked as 
a grass cutter when she 
was younger. She also 
had a strong interest in 
the arts, which her uncle 
nurtured by helping her 
find a music and act-
ing instructor. She also 

routinely attended the 
neighbourhood school of 
performing arts to study 
Kakkirasi Nattakam, a 
style of Tamil folk theatre 
based on tales of Siva and 
Parvati`s arrival on Earth 
as nomads and performed 

in a combination of Tam-
il and Malayalam. Act-
ing was not traditionally 
regarded as a woman`s 
vocation in those days, 
and women who thought 
acting was a serious ca-
reer were deemed licen-
tious or “loose”. Rosy`s 
passion for acting seems 
to have outweighed any 
worries she may have had 
about what people would 
think of her. Many peo-
ple assert that her family 
changed her name from 
Rajamma to Rosamma 
after converting to Chris-
tianity.In her first movie.

With the entertainment 
landscape constantly 
evolving, the appetite 
of Indian audience is 
increasing on a day-
to-day basis for newer 
stories and even newer 
plotlines. Delivering 
on this are the multiple 
OTTs that have excelled 
in offering a cinematic 
experience. Here’s our 
curation of 5 unconven-
tional entertainers that 
will surely keep you 
glued to the screen:1. 
India Lockdown [ZEE5]
Inspired by true events, 
India Lockdown depicts 
four parallel stories and 
the repercussions of 
the Covid-19 pandemic 
on the people of India. 
Through fascinating sto-
ries and engaging char-
acters, the film narrates 
stories of disparate char-
acters who are catapulted 
into an unforeseen dra-
matic situation instigated 
by the lockdown due to 
the corona pandemic. 
The series aims to give 
viewers a glimpse inside 

the realm of people’s life 
in the pandemic.
2. Ayali [ZEE5]Ayali is a 
social drama series about 
a young teenager Tamil 
Selvi who is studying in 
the 8th grade and dreams 
of becoming a doctor. 
However, the existing 
customs in her village 
Veerappannai demands 
girls to get married off, 
once they hit puberty. 
The belief is that God-
dess Ayali will get an-

gry and curse the village 
folks if this tradition is 
not adhered to. Shatter-
ing age-old beliefs and 
customs, the young girl 
fights against all odds to 
achieve her goal of be-
coming a doctor. How-
ever, will she emerge vic-
torious in bringing about 
the change that could 
light the way for other 
little girls in the village 
of Veerappannai?
 3. Kantara [Netflix]Kan-

tara begins in the 18th 
century with a king giv-
ing a piece of land to the 
villagers in exchange 
for peace and joy. Cut to 
several decades later, the 
king’s descendant arrives 
at a Bhoota Kola tradi-
tional dance in honour 
of the local deities and 
threatens the tribals to 
return the land. However, 
he dies a tragic death. 20 
years later, forest officer 
Murali.


