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“New Delhi: Two members 
of the ‘Thak-Thak’ gang

Delhi Excise Policy Case: 
Court Sends Ad Firm 

Director Into Custody

Health Minister 
Says DMK, Congress 
Gave Wrong Information 

On AIIMS Madurai

‘Not As A Prime Minister But Part Of Family.
PM Modi Inaugurates Educational Institution Of Bohra Muslims In Mumbai

Delhi Feb 10: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Fri-
day inaugurated the new 
campus of the Aljamea-tus-
Saifiyah (The Saifee Acad-
emy) in Mumbai’s Marol, 
the educational institution 
of the Dawoodi Bohra Mus-
lims, ahead of the munici-
pal elections in the city. Ad-
dressing a gathering, Modi 
said that he was not there 
as their prime minister but 
as part of their family. The 
Aljamea-tus-Saifiyah is the 
principal educational insti-
tute of the Dawoodi Bohra 
community. The academy 

works to protect the learn-
ing traditions and literary 
culture of the community, 
and the new centre will im-
part Arabic learning. ”I am 
here neither as a PM nor 
a CM. The fortunate that 
I have is something that 
perhaps very few people 
received. I have been con-
nected to this family for 
4 generations. All 4 gen-
erations have visited my 
home,” said Modi. I am here 
neither as a PM nor a CM. 
The fortunate that I have 
is something that perhaps 
very few people received. 

I have been connected 
to this family for 4 gen-
erations. All 4 generations 
have visited my home: PM 
@narendramodi pic.twitter.
com/0IXZ11UU2k — Prasar 
Bharati News Services & 
Digital Platform (@PBNS_
India) February 10, 2023 
Modi has shared a cordial 
relation with the commu-
nity, a subgroup within 
the Shia Islamic sect that 
is known for its business 
acumen and has often met 
them multiple times both 
in India and abroad.

FM Says Budget For Poor, Common Man
New Tax Regime To Leave Higher Disposable Income In Hands Of People

Delhi Feb 10: Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
on Friday staunchly de-
fended her Budget as be-
ing pro-poor and for the 
common man, citing high-
er food and fertilizer subsi-
dies and income tax relief, 
and said the focus was on 
job creation, small business 
and the farm sector. The 
Budget for the fiscal year 
starting April (2023-24) 
also provides impetus to 
green growth, healthcare 
and keeping the economic 
engine running with record 
capital spending, she said. 
The revamped new tax re-
gime, which offers a rebate 

on annual income of up to 
Rs 7 lakh, will leave higher 
disposable income in the 
hands of people, she add-
ed. Replying to the discus-
sion on Union Budget for 
2023-24 in the Lok Sabha, 
Sitharaman said the Bud-
get balances the require-

ment of development im-
peratives within the limits 
of fiscal prudence. On relief 
under the new tax regime 
announced in the Budget, 
she said it is “very attrac-
tive” as the tax exemption 
limit has been hiked to Rs 3 
lakh from Rs 2.5 lakh earlier. 
Besides, a standard deduc-
tion of Rs 50,000 has been 
allowed under the scheme. 
This new tax regime will 
benefit the majority of 
middle-class taxpayers, she 
said, adding that the rebate 
has been provided on an 
income of up to Rs 7 lakh. 
“Since the enhanced re-
bate limit is unconditional, 

it leaves higher disposable 
income in the hands of 
people,” Sitharaman said. 
Under the revamped con-
cessional tax regime, which 
will be effective from the 
next fiscal, no tax would be 
levied for income up to Rs 
3 lakh. Income between Rs 
3-6 lakh would be taxed at 
5 per cent; Rs 6-9 lakh at 10 
per cent, Rs 9-12 lakh at 15 
per cent, Rs 12-15 lakh at 20 
per cent and income of  Rs 
15 lakh and above will be 
taxed at 30 per cent. How-
ever, no tax would be lev-
ied on annual income of up 
to Rs 7 lakh.

PM Modi To Address
Two Rallies In Tripura On Feb 11

Delhi Feb 10: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will be 
in Tripura on Saturday to 
address two election rallies 
in favour of BJP candidates, 
the party’s state media-in-
charge Sunit Sarkar said. 
Chief Minister Manik Saha, 
BJP state election in-charge 
Mahesh Sharma, and the 
party’s state unit presi-
dent, Rajib Bhattacharya, 
would receive the PM at 
Maharaja Bir Bikram (MBB) 
Airport here, he said. Modi 
is scheduled to address 
the first rally at Ambassa 
in Dhalai district around 

12 noon, and the second 
at Gomati, which is likely to 
start at 3pm, Sarkar stated. 
During the day, Bhattacha-
rjee, the party’s northeast 
coordinator Dr Sambit Pa-
tra, along with other lead-
ers, held a meeting here to 
discuss the preparations 
ahead of the prime minis-
ter’s visit. The PM may also 
visit the state on February 
13, Sarkar added. Accord-
ing to senior police officers, 
security has been beefed 
up across.

Chief Minister Manik Saha, BJP state 
election in-charge Mahesh Sharma,
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During the day, Bhattacha-
rjee, the party’s northeast 
coordinator Dr Sambit Pa-
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ter’s visit. 

As Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, 
Tripura Gear For 
Elections, Politic 
Of Coalition In 
The Northeast 
Deepen

Delhi Feb 10: The Election 
Commission of India (EC) 
on Wednesday announced 
the poll schedule for three 
northeastern states. While 
the states of Nagaland and 
Meghalaya will go to polls 
on February 27, Tripura will 
conduct then polling on 
February 16. Results are set 
to be announced on March 
2. In all three states, the 
saffron party is in power. 
BJP is the ruling party in 
Tripura and it is also part of 
the ruling coalition in Na-
galand and Meghalaya. On 
the day of EC’s announce-
ment of Meghalaya polls 
dates, five MLAs from dif-
ferent parties, including a 
minister, resigned from the 
state Assembly to join the 
small regional outfit Unit-
ed Democratic Party (UDP). 
This new development of 

Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister Flags off 
Important Pilgrim Places Shirdi, Nashik, Pandharpur, Tuljapur and Akkalkot of Maharashtra State get Vande Bharat Connection 

HYDERABAD  FEB 10: Shri 
Narendra Modi, Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Flags off 2 
Vande Bharat Express Trains 
from Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj Terminus. Impor-
tant Pilgrim Places Shirdi, 
Nashik, Pandharpur, Tul-
japur and Akkalkot of Ma-
harashtra State get Vande 
Bharat Connection Shri 
Narendra Modi, Hon’ble 
Prime Minister flagged off 
two Vande Bharat Express 
Trains from Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj Terminus 
railway station Mumbai 
on 10.2.2023. Shri Eknath 
Shinde, Hon’ble Chief Min-
ister of Maharashtra, Shri 
Ashwini Vaishnav, Hon’ble 
Union Minister for Railways, 
Communication, Electron-
ics and Information Tech-
nology, Shri Narayan Rane, 

Hon’ble Union Minister for 
Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises, Shri Ramdas 
Athawale, Hon’ble Union 
Minister of State for Social 
Empowerment, Shri Kapil 
Patil, Hon’ble Union Minis-
ter of State for Panchayati 
Raj, Shri Devendra Fadna-
vis, Deputy Chief Minster 
of Maharashtra, Shri Rahul 
Narvekar, Hon’ble Speaker 
of Maharashtra Assem-
bly, Shri Deepak Kesarkar, 
Hon’ble Minister School 
Education and Marathi 
Language, Government of 
Maharashtra, Shri Ravindra 
Chavan, Minister of Pub-
lic Works (Excluding PU), 
Food and Civil supplies and 
Protection, Government 
of Maharashtra graced the 
occasion. Shri Narendra 
Modi, while addressing the 

gathering said that Vande 
Bharat Express Trains has 
so far connected 108 dis-
tricts in India.  Shri Ashwini 
Vaishnaw, said that Maha-
rashtra has been allocated 
12 times the budget it re-
ceived on an average per 
year earlier.  Shri Eknath 
Shinde, thanked the Prime 
Minister for giving 2 Vande 
Bharat Express Trains for 
Maharashtra.  Shri Deven-
dra Fadnavis, remembered 
about Shri Nana Shanker 
Shett, the founder director 
of GIP Railway on his birth-
day. Shri Anil Kumar Lahoti 
Chairman and CEO, Railway 
Board, Shri Naresh Lalwani, 
General Manager, Central 
Railway, Shri Ashok Kumar 
Misra, General Manager, 
Western Railway and Princi-
pal Heads of Departments 

of Central and Western 
Railways, other senior rail-
way officials and invitees 
were present on the occa-
sion.  Other dignitaries and 
invitees including school 
children, Rail fans, YouTu-
bers and other rail enthu-
siasts were also among the 
gathering. About 32,000 
students from various 
schools of Maharashtra 
participated in drawing, 
writing and speech com-
petitions on the theme of 
#VandeBharat. Winners of 
these competitions trav-
elled on the #VandeBharat 
express train flagged off 
today from CSMT, Mumbai. 
1)  Mumbai-Solapur 
Vande Bharat Train This will 
be the 9th Vande Bharat 
Train in the country which 
will enhance connectivity 

between Chhatrapati Shiv-
aji Maharaj Terminus and 
Solapur. Mumbai, the com-
mercial capital will be con-
nected to the city of textiles 
and hutatmas (martyrs) in 
Maharashtra with the new 
world class train. This will 
also connect pilgrimage 
centers like Siddheshwar 
in Solapur, Akkalkot, Tulja-
pur, Pandharpur near Sola-
pur and Alandi near Pune 
quicker. The Vande Bharat 
Express train that will leave 
Solapur at 06.05 hrs daily 
except Thursday and arrive 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
Terminus at 12.35 hrs same 
day.  In return, the Vande 
Bharat train will leave 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj Terminus daily except 
Wednesday at 16.05 hrs 
and arrive Solapur at 22.40 

hrs same day.  It will halt 
at Dadar, Kalyan, Pune and 
Kurduwadi. Mumbai-Sola-
pur Vande Bharat Express 
Train will cover the 455 km 
in 6 hours 30 minutes while 
the existing superfast train 
takes 7 hrs 55 minutes thus 
saving one hour 30 min-
utes travel time.  On its way 
this train will climb and de-
scend Bhor ghat i.e. Lonav-
ala-Khandala ghat section 
which has the steepest gra-
dient of 1 in 37, same day. 
2) Mumbai-Sainagar Shirdi 
Vande Bharat Train This will 
be the 10th Vande Bharat 
Train in the country which 
will enhance connectivity 
between Chhatrapati Shiv-
aji Maharaj Terminus and 
Sainagar Shirdi.  The Com-
mercial Capital will be con-
nected to the Pilgrimage 

Centres in Maharashtra like 
Nashik, Triambakeshwar, 
Sainagar Shirdi, Shani Sin-
ganapur Mumbai-Sainagar 
Shirdi Vande Bharat Express 
Train will leave Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj Terminus at 
06.20 am daily except Tues-
day and arrive Sainagar 
Shirdi at 11.40 am.  In the 
return direction it will leave 
Sainagar Shirdi at 05.25 pm 
daily except Tuesday and 
arrive Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj Terminus at 10.50 
pm.   It will halt at Dadar, 
Thane and Nashik Road. 
Mumbai –Sainagar Shirdi 

Vande Bharat Express Train 
will cover the 343 km in 5 
hours 20 minutes.  There 
is no direct train from 
CSMT at present.  On its 
way this train will climb 
and descend Thul ghat i.e. 
Kasara-Igatpuri ghat sec-
tion which has the steepest 
gradient on 1 in 37, same 
day. --- --- Date: February 
10, 2023 PR No. 2023/02/09 
This press release is issued 
by the Public Relations De-
partment, Central Railway, 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
Terminus Mumbai.

 2 Vande Bharat Express Trains from Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus.
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Centre discriminates towards Telangana 
in weaker sections housing scheme

Hyderabad: The Cen-
tre has released only Rs 
1,311 crore against Rs 
11,638 crore spent by 
the State government 
towards weaker sec-
tions housing schemes in 
Telangana over the last 
eight and half years. The 
State government was 
constructing 2.92 lakh 
double bedroom houses 
as part of the weaker sec-
tions housing schemes. 
Responding to discus-
sion on budget estimates 

for Housing, Roads and 
Buildings in the Assem-
bly on Thursday, Minister 
Vemula Prashanth Reddy 
said so far, 1.38 lakh 
houses were completed 
and over 45,000 were 
handed over the benefi-
ciaries. He rubbished al-
legations of BJP leaders 
that the State govern-
ment was diverting funds 
released by the Centre 
towards the weaker sec-
tions housing scheme. 
Nearly 95 percent lands 

dispute-free in Telan-
gana: Vemula Prashanth 
Reddy “The Centre is not 
releasing its component 
fully to Telangana. We 
are yet to receive Rs 381 
crore towards rural hous-
ing and another Rs 2,390 
crore towards urban 
housing schemes as per 
norms,” he said. Further, 
Prashanth Reddy clari-
fied that the State govern-
ment would continue the 
double bedroom housing 
scheme along with the 

proposed scheme to pro-
vide Rs 3 lakh for people 
seeking to construct a 
house in their own land. 
About four lakh families 
would benefit under the 
new scheme for which 
guidelines will be issued 
shortly. The Roads and 
Buildings department is 
constructing several icon-
ic structures including the 
State Secretariat complex 
and Integrated District 
Collectorate Complexes 
among others. “While 
the department con-
structed 30 lakh sq.ft of 
structures in 60-65 years 
before Telangana forma-
tion, we completed over 
80 lakh sq.ft structures 
during BRS tenure at an 
expenditure of Rs 19,556 
crore. Another one crore 
sq.ft structures are under 
construction,” the Minis-
ter said. Prashanth Reddy 
said the Roads and Build-
ings department spent Rs 
20,047 crore for develop-
ment of roads network 
in the last eight and half 
years.

Centre continuing to ignore Telangana’s 
requests for Defence lands, says KTR

Hyderabad: The Centre 
is continuing to ignore 
Telangana’s repeated re-
quest for defence lands 
for projects to ease traf-
fic congestion in the 
city, MAUD Minister 
KT Rama Rao said. The 
State government had 
proposed a skyway from 
Patny Centre to Suchitra 
Junction on the Nizam-
abad-Nagpur Highway. 
Centre’s conspiracies to 
privatize Singareni will 
be opposed, says KTR 
Nearly 95 percent lands 
dispute-free in Telan-
gana: Vemula Prashanth 
Reddy Several requests 
and representations 
were made to the Centre 
for allocating defence 
lands, but nothing was 
done yet, he said dur-
ing Question Hour in the 
Assembly on Thursday. 
“The union government 
is not coordinating and 
supporting the projects, 
which are being planned 
for the benefit of people. 
It is not wise on the part 
of the BJP government 

to discriminate towards 
Telangana,” said Rama 
Rao, pointing out that 
over the last eight years, 
the issue was taken up 
with successive Defence 
Ministers, from Arun 
Jaitley, Manohar Parikar 
to Sushma Swaraj and 
from Nirmala Sitaraman 
to Rajnath Singh, but 
none of them were ready 
to help the Telangana 
government, he said. We 
can also create issues. 
Defence lands in Hyder-
abad have not been alien-
ated by the State govern-
ment. “We can take up 

legal fights and create 
difficulties. But it is a 
matter of national secu-
rity and it is not our cul-
ture to disrespect them. 
Infact, Chief Minister 
K Chandrashekhar Rao 
holds them with high re-
spect,” Rama Rao said. 
“Though the union gov-
ernment is acting with 
political vendetta, we 
have been appealing with 
all respect and will con-
tinue to appeal. At least 
now, they should come 
forward and allocate the 
lands,” he said. Law for 
relocation of religious 

structures The Minister 
later said possibilities 
would be explored to en-
act a law for relocation 
of religious structures 
obstructing traffic flow 
on major thoroughfares. 
“No God will like to stay 
in the dust and traffic and 
devotees will also not 
like it,” Rama Rao said. 
When Narendra Modi 
was Chief Minister of 
Gujarat, a law was enact-
ed and the same would be 
examined and presented 
before the Assembly for 
discussion, he added.

Nearly 95 percent lands dispute-free in 
Telangana: Vemula Prashanth Reddy

TSRTC extends discount period 
on contract buses

Hyderabad: For this wed-
ding season, the Telanga-
na State Road Transport 
Corporation (TSRTC) 
has announced special 
10 per cent discount on 
base hire charges for all 
the buses on contract, 
which are booked in ad-
vance. Officials said the 
10 per cent discount will 
be applicable only on 
rented buses till June 30 

this year. TSRTC rolls 
out weekend tour pack-
age ‘Hyderabad Darshan’ 
Double-decker buses in 
Hyderabad: Nostalgia 
hits old-timers In the 
past, RTC has provided 
concessions for hired 
or contract buses dur-
ing the month of Kartika 
Masam, Vanabhojanam 
and Sabarimala Ayyappa 
Darshan. However, the 

concession expired on 
December 31, 2022. In 
view of the demand due 
to the arrival of the wed-
ding season, the field offi-
cials have suggested that 
a 10 per cent discount 
should be provided, RTC 
officials said. TSRTC 
Chairman, Bajireddy 
Govardhan said the dis-
count has been provided 
so that people do not face 
any difficulties during 
the auspicious activities. 
The corporation rents out 
buses at much cheaper 
rates than private vehi-
cles. This facility is be-
ing provided without any 
cash deposit in advance. 
For bookings and further 
information, citizens can 
contact the local depot 
manager or visit.

Telangana govt will consider providing 
fresh ration cards: Gangula Kamalakar

Hyderabad: BC Welfare 
and Civil Supplies Min-
ister Gangula Kamalakar 
stated that the State gov-
ernment will consider 
providing fresh ration 
cards to the poor soon. 
He stated that the Telan-
gana government has is-
sued 35 lakh ration cards 
in addition to 53 lakh 
ration cards provided by 
the union government 
under the National Food 
Security Act (NFSA).
Replying to the discus-
sion on Civil Supplies 

and Backward Classes 
Welfare in the Assembly, 
the Minister said while 
the Central government 
has recognised around 
1.9 crore people as poor 
and providing ration, the 
State government’s ra-

tion cards cover around 
95 lakh people. Further, 
the Centre supplies 5 kg 
of rice per person at Rs 
3 per kg. However, the 
State government has 
subsidised it further and 
supplies 6 kg of rice per 

person at just Rs 1 per kg 
for all the 88 lakh ration 
card holders. Kamalakar 
announced that digital 
classrooms have been 
launched in all the 281 
BC Welfare Residential 
Educational Institutions 
where about 108 merito-
rious students were be-
ing trained specially by 
a faculty team from Har-
vard University through 
e-learning. He said 16 
new degree colleges will 
be established under the 
BC Welfare.

Hyderabad: Nearly 95 
percent of land disputes 
in Telangana have been 
resolved through effec-
tive implementation of 
the Dharani portal. Of 
total 2.48 crore acres 
available in the State, 
only 19 lakh acres were 
entangled in legal and 
other disputes, Legisla-
tive Affairs Minister Ve-
mula Prashanth Reddy 
said. Replying to a dis-
cussion on the budget 
estimates for Revenue 
and Registrations depart-
ments on behalf of the 
Chief Minister in the As-
sembly on Thursday, the 
Minister said Chief Min-
ister K Chandrashekhar 
Rao initiated the Land 
Records Upgradation 
Programme (LRUP) and 

streamlined land records 
pertaining to total 2.48 
crore acres in the State. 
Centre’s conspiracies to 
privatize Singareni will 
be opposed, says KTR 
ECI announces election 
schedule for two MLC 
seats in Telangana While 
1.48 crore acres were pri-
vate agricultural lands, 
about 78 lakh acres be-
longed to the State gov-
ernment. Another 22 lakh 
acres were in dispute. 
“Through Dharani, over 
3 lakh disputes have been 
resolved by the Revenue 
department. The govern-
ment will soon resolve 
the disputes pertaining 
to the remaining 19 lakh 
acres,” he said. A total 
of 13 lakh applications 
were received to update 

and correct wrong en-
tries while about 12 lakh 
records were updated. 
A total 1.74 crore patta 
land issues have been 
resolved and updated, 
he said. The Minister 
also informed the House 
that through multiple or-
ders, government lands 
encroached by the poor 
were regularised. This 
benefited around 1.45 
lakh poor people with 
less than 120 square 

yards without any charg-
es and another 36,000 
persons with more than 
120 square yards on pay-
ment of nominal charges. 
Another 20,000 families 
received pattas for hous-
ing, encroached on lands 
pertaining to Singar-
eni Collieries Company 
Limited (SCCL). “Thus, 
the State government 
gave house sites to more 
than 2 lakh people. Lands 
in about 44 colonies in 

Hyderabad especially LB 
Nagar, are being regula-
rised through GO 118. 
Similarly, the State gov-
ernment took up regu-
larisation of lands with 
Sadabainamas where 
about 6.18 lakh farmers 
received pattas. The issue 
is pending in the court for 
further implementation,” 
he said, adding that in the 
last two years, 24 lakh 
transactions were com-
pleted through the Dha-
rani website. There could 
be a couple of problems, 
which would be resolved 
by the government. “Ex-
cept for TPCC president 
A Revanth Reddy, all 
farmers are happy with 
Dharani website. The 
TPCC president wants to 
remove.

Telangana: Over 38,328 SC families 
benefited under Dalit Bandhu in 2022-23

Hyderabad: The State 
government spent Rs 
4,191.8 crore under Dalit 
Bandhu scheme during 
the current fiscal, benefit-
ing 38,328 Dalit families 
in the State. Around Rs 
17,700 crore have been 
allocated in the 2023-24 
budget which will ben-
efit 1,100 persons each in 
118 constituencies in the 
State. Replying to a dis-
cussion on SC Develop-
ment in the Assembly on 
Thursday, Minister Kop-
pula Eeshwar said the 
State government will 

spend Rs 36,706 crore 
for development of the 
SCs under SC Special 
Development Fund. He 
said due to Dalit Band-
hu scheme, those who 
were working as labour-
ers have now become 

owners and earning bet-
ter income.The Minister 
said for socio-economic 
empowerment of the 
SCs, Chief Minister K 
Chandrashekhar Rao was 
giving a strong push to 
provide them quality ed-

ucation through residen-
tial institutions. The State 
government is operat-
ing around 268 gurukul 
schools and 238 residen-
tial junior colleges for 
SC students along with 
30 residential degree 
colleges exclusively for 
women. Further, the State 
government is providing 
Rs 10-20 lakh each to 
SC students qualified for 
overseas education under 
Dr BR Ambedkar Over-
seas Scholarship. Around 
Rs 168 crore were spent 
to provide.

Centre forcing States to buy coal to benefit 
business tycoon close to BJP, says KTR

Hyderabad: Industries 
Minister KT Rama Rao on 
Friday said the Centre’s 
insistence on States to im-
port coal for power gen-
eration was intended to 
help business groups sup-
ported by the Bharatiya 
Janata Party. Respond-
ing to BJP member Eatala 
Rajender’s claim that the 
Centre did not have any 
plan to privatise Singareni 
Collieries Company Lim-
ited (SCCL) during the de-
bate on Budget demands 

in the Assembly, Rama 
Rao said the Centre was 
forcing States to purchase 
imported coal to favour 
a company close to the 
BJP leadership. The Power 
ministry had sent letters to 
all States and power gen-
eration companies asking 
them to import coal, cit-
ing shortage of coal, but 
the real intention behind 
it was to benefit a busi-
ness tycoon, he said. “Ev-
eryone knows for whom all 
this drama is being done. 

To benefit a business ty-
coon, the BJP government 
is forcing States to import 
coal. On the other hand, 
the BRS government does 
not work for individuals 
but for the people,”he said. 
Countering the claims of 
the BJP MLA that the Cen-
tre had no plan to privatise 
SCCL, Rama Rao said like 
the Visakhapatnam Steel 
Plant (VSP) was financially 
weakened by the Centre 
in a phased manner be-
fore putting it up for sale, 

it was planning a similar 
operaiton on Singareni 
too. “Don’t try to mislead 
us about the Centre’s in-
tentions,” he said. The 
measures taken up by the 
government were aiding in 
increasing revenue to the 
State exchequer, he said in 
reply to a question by BRS 
MLA Balka Suman in the 
Assembly on Thursday. In 
the united Andhra Pradesh 
during the Congress rule, 
the revenue generated 
through the sale.

Telangana created history in setting up 
medical colleges, says Harish Rao

Hyderabad: Health Min-
ister T Harish Rao said 
successive governments, 
especially the Congress, 
had established only three 
medical colleges in 60 
years in the State while the 
BRS government had set 
up eight medical colleges 
this year alone. Telangana 
had created history in 
setting up medical col-
leges. As per instructions 
of Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao, medical 

colleges were being set 
up in each district. Even 
in Sangareddy and Mulu-
gu districts, which were 
represented by Congress 
MLAs, medical colleges 
were established, he said, 
adding that apart from 

medical colleges, nurs-
ing and paramedical col-
leges were also being es-
tablished in each district, 
he said during question 
hour in the Assembly. On 
the Central government’s 
role in setting up medi-
cal colleges, the Minister 
said 157 medical colleges 
were sanctioned to differ-
ent States but not one was 
approved for Telangana. 
Interestingly, the AIMS set 
up by Central government 

at Bibinagar, was plagued 
with issues. Students had 
already entered the fourth 
year but they did not get 
good training as there 
were no facilities, includ-
ing blood bank, operation 
theatres and there were 
no patients as well, he 
said. “Special permission 
is accorded to the AIMS 
students to visit the Bhu-
vanagiri hospital and gain 
practical knowledge.
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Ramesh Dadigala appointed National 
Director of JCI 

Shah to review Dikshant parade in Hyderabad tomorrow
Hyderabad: Union home 
minister Amit Shah will 
review the Dikshant Pa-
rade or the passing-out 
parade of the 74th batch 
of Indian Police Service 
(IPS) probationers at the 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
National Police Academy 
in Hyderabad on Satur-
day. Around 166 IPS of-
ficer trainees, including 
33 women of the 74 RR 
(regular recruit) batch, 
will be taking part in the 
Dikshant Parade.  The 
parade will also have 
29 foreign officers from 
neighbouring nations, in-
cluding four women, said 
S.V.P. NPA director A.S. 
Rajan. “Women make up 
23 per cent of this group 
of officers, which is a 
welcoming sign. Women 
are best suited for the po-
lice force because they 
are empathetic, sensitive 

to public issues, and re-
spond quickly,” Rajan 
said. While some offi-
cers have backgrounds 
in the arts and sciences, 
over 69 percent of the of-
ficers have engineering 
background, which are 
essential in a day when 
technological crimes are 
on the rise, he said. The 
training primarily fo-
cused on new challenges 
on the cyber front in ad-
dition to addressing le-
gal matters such as court 
procedure and mock trial, 
attitudes, ethics, among 
others. The most signifi-
cant problem facing the 
police is its metamor-
phosis from a force that 
merely upholds law and 
order, prevents and con-
trols crime, to one that 
also takes on homeland 
security and national se-
curity. “This challenge 

outweighs technological 
difficulties and economic 
crimes. We have seen in 
recent years that conflicts 
are not just fought on the 
borders, but even with-
in the nation. Wars are 
waged on the economic 
and technology fronts, or 
what we refer to as fourth 
generation warfare,” Ra-
jan remarked. Speaking 
of false and misleading 
information, Rajan added 
that this is another area 
that needs to be treated 
with extreme caution and 
that the academy’s cur-
riculum places a strong 
emphasis on it. Further, 
he stated, the curricu-
lum is created to meet 
the needs of the society 
in light of the increas-
ing Ponzi scams, where 
victims may also com-
mit crimes. Rajan fur-
ther said that while not 

all police officers require 
horseback riding or rid-
ing training, everyone 
may benefit from this 
management lesson. “Of-
ficers who lead from the 
front are also expected to 
develop such skills deal-
ing with people, subordi-

nates, and the organisa-
tion. It is not taught as 
an adventurous activity, 
but as a lesson to illus-
trate how one properly 
handles a horse and gains 
its confidence, making it 
highly trustworthy,” Ra-
jan noted

Debasish Chattopadhyay takes over 
as RED-South of NTPC 

Telangana Civic Officer Arrested 
For Abetting Wife’s Suicide

Hyderabad: A Munici-
pal Commissioner in 
Telangana was arrested 
for allegedly abetting 
the suicide of his wife, 
police said on Thursday. 
The woman was found 
hanging in their house 
on February 7, the police 
said. Her mother lodged a 
complaint stating that her 
daughter was harassed 
for dowry by her husband 
and his family, they said. 
Following the complaint, 
a case under sections 
498A (husband or relative 
of husband of a woman 
subjecting her to cruelty) 

and 306 (abetment of sui-
cide) of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) and under the 
Dowry Prohibition Act 

against the Municipal 
Commissioner and five of 
his family was registered, 
a police official said.

Odisha Man Carries Wife’s Body After Auto 
Driver Refuses To Take Them Home

Visakhapatnam: The po-
lice in Andhra Pradesh 
came to the rescue of a 
33-year-old tribal man 
who was carrying his 
wife’s body on his shoul-
der back home in Odisha. 
He started walking along 
a highway with the body 
after an auto rickshaw 
driver refused to take 
them home and he had no 
money to arrange another 
vehicle, officials said. 
Some locals in Andhra 
Pradesh’s Vizianaga-
ram spotted him and in-
formed the police - who 

then pooled in money 
to help him, they said. 
b0rd1f5o Ede Samulu 
from Odisha’s Koraput 
had admitted his ailing 

wife Ede Guru to a hos-
pital in Visakhapatnam’s 
Sangivalasa. The doc-
tors advised him to take 
her back to their village 

- Sorada in Odisha - af-
ter she stopped respond-
ing to the treatment. He 
hired an auto-rickshaw 
to return to his village - 

about 130 km away from 
the hospital - but his wife 
died midway near Viz-
ianagaram. Left with no 
money after paying ₹ 
2,000 to the auto rick-
shaw driver, Ede Samulu 
walked several km carry-
ing his wife’s body on his 
shoulder. 1 Comments 
After the locals spotted 
the man, police inspec-
tor TV Tirupati Rao and 
Sub-Inspector Kiran Ku-
mar Naidu collected ₹ 
10,000 to arrange an am-
bulance for him.

Muslims safe, secure under KCR 
regime: Akbaruddin

Hyderabad: While prais-
ing Chief Minister 
K.Chandrashekar Rao dur-
ing the Assembly session 
on Thursday, AIMIM floor 
leader Akbaruddin Owaisi 
asserted that whereas Mus-
lims felt insecure under the 
BJP-led government at the 
Centre, they were safe and 
secure in Telangana under 
Chandrashekar Rao’s rule. 
Akbaruddin made com-
ments when the CM made 
his first appearance in the 
House on Thursday dur-

ing the debate on Budget. 
Owaisi asserted that, in con-
trast to the BJP-led govern-
ment at the Centre, the TRS 

(now BRS) government 
had taken various measures 
for Muslims’ development 
since Rao became the CM 

in 2014.  He commended 
the CM for increasing funds 
for minorities in the Bud-
gets every year since 2014, 
in contrast to the meagre al-
locations given by the pre-
vious TDP and Congress 
governments. “ During the 
Congress regime in 2004, 
only Rs 36 crore was sanc-
tioned for minorities. But 
Chief Minister KCR saab 
increased this to Rs 1,030 
crore after the formation of 
the Telangana state in 2014. 
Year after year,

Stones Pelted at Union Minister V 
Muraleedharan’s House in Thiruvananthapuram

Thiruvananthapuram, 
February 9: Unidentifed 
people pelted stones at 
the house of Union Min-
ister of State (MoS) for 
External Affairs V Mu-
raleedharan’s house in 
Thiruvananthapuram 
breaking a glass window, 
police said on Thursday. 
The window pane of 
the minister’s house in 
Ulloor here was found 
smashed as seen in pho-

tographs accessed by 
ANI. According to the in-
formation available, Mu-
raleedharan was not pres-

ent in the house when it 
was vandalized. When 
the house help arrived 
at the house, noticed the 

vandalism and informed 
relatives and party work-
ers about the stone pelting 
incident. Kerala: House 
of Union Minister V Mu-
raleedharan Vandalised 
in Thiruvananthapuram, 
Blood Stains Found on 
Staircase. Police said that 
stones were pelted by un-
identified people at the 
Union Minister’s house. 

Warangal, Feb 10: Ramesh 
Dadigala from Warangal 
has been appointed Na-
tional Director (PR & Mar-
keting) of Junior Chamber 
International (JCI) India for 
the year 2023, according 
to JCI National President 
JSF Karthikeyan. Respond-
ing to his appointment, 
Ramesh said that he had a 
vision to take the JCI name 
and branding to every 
nook and corner of India. 
JCI is the Youth Organiza-
tion imparting Leadership 

Training, and working for 
realization of goals of the 
United Nations Sustain-
able Development Group 

(UNSDG) and doing per-
manent service projects. 
JCI offers scholarships to 
the poor and meritorious 

students besides provid-
ing Business training and 
Networking to develop 
their business. It is an orga-
nization in more than 128 
countries. Ramesh is the 
Founder President of JCI 
of Warangal Kakatiya. He 
served as ZONE XII (Telan-
gana State) President for 
the year 2022. He is the 
first person from Telan-
gana rural to have been 
crowned with the coveted 
position of National.

TSMFC holds Training, Employment and Placement Program : 
Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A .Samad : Hyder-
abad, Feb 10 ; Telangana 
State Minorities Finance 
Corporation (TSMFC) held 
Training Employment and 
Placement Programme 
Screening cum Selection 
at Urdu Maskan, Khilwat 
in Hyderabad on Friday for 
different skill development 
courses to the minorities’ 
unemployed youth, ac-
cording to a press note 
issued by the Chairman 
of TSMFC. Addressing the 
minority youth on the oc-
casion, Chairman of TSMFC 
Mohd Imtiyaz Ishaq en-

couraged them to get the 
maximum benefit from 
the schemes of the Gov-
ernment of Telangana and 
thanked Chief Minister K 

Chandrasekhar Rao and 
Minister for Minorities and 
Welfare Koppula Eshwar 
for their support in the 
implementation and mo-

bilization of educational 
and training system to the 
minorities in the State.

Hyderabad, Feb 10: De-
basish Chattopadhyay has 
taken over as Regional Ex-
ecutive Director (RED) of 
NTPC Southern Region on 
Friday. Chattopadhyay was 
the Chief Executive Officer, 
NSPCL-HQs, New Delhi. An 
Electrical Engineer from 
NIT Durgapur, Chattopad-

hyay joined NTPC in 1986 
as an Executive Trainee 
(ET). He has rich and var-
ied experience in the areas 
of Operation and Main-
tenance of Power Plants. 
He held several important 
positions in a career span-
ning over thirty-six years 
and worked at different 

projects of NTPC like Ko-
rba, Kahalgaon, NSPCL-
Durgapur, NSPCL-Bhilai 
and Singrauli. Chattopad-
hyay was also Head of the 
Project of NSPCL-Bhilai 
and Singrauli. Earlier, upon 
his arrival, senior officials 
from NTPC-SRHQ wel-
comed Chattopadhyay. 

Kalvakuntla Kavitha in Chennai to participate in #ThinkEdu23 Conclave by The New Indian 
Express. It indeed was a great conversation on the run up to 2024 General Elections and the 

way forward for our vibrant democracy.
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Delhi Police To Recruit 6,000 
Personnel, Half Of Them Women

New Delhi: In a meeting 
on women safety chaired 
by LG VK Saxena, the 
Delhi Police informed on 
Thursday that it will soon 
recruit nearly 6,000 per-
sonnel including 3,000 
women to improve polic-
ing in the national capi-
tal. Mr Saxena stressed 
the need for increasing 
the representation of 
women police personnel 
in the force. The LG also 
instructed for enhanced 
and visible policing, ex-
pediting construction of 
buildings for fast-track 
courts dealing with wom-
en safety issues, and inte-
grating street lights with 
311 app, said a statement 
from the LG’s Office. On 
being informed that there 
were 1,406 dark spots in 
the city that are yet to be 
illuminated, Mr Saxena 
directed the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi to 
complete the work within 
one month. Reviewing 
the matter of illumination 

of dark spots and timely 
repair of street lights, the 
LG expressed dismay 
that something as basic 
as street lights, repair and 
maintenance, that should 
happen in normal course, 
was being discussed and 
decided at his level, ac-
cording to the statement. 
He was also apprised by 
the officials that the 32 
judges were appointed 
in fast-track courts for 
women safety, but there 

was an “acute shortage” 
of courtrooms for func-
tioning of the courts. The 
Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) informed 
the LG that the matter 
related to construction 
of courtrooms was pend-
ing with the Delhi gov-
ernment, since 2017-18, 
and no decision has been 
taken in this regard till 
now, it said. Two Bodies 
Found In Delhi Apart-
ment: Police Two Bodies 

Found In Delhi Apart-
ment: Police Delhi Excise 
Policy: Court To Pass Or-
der On Bail Plea Of Ac-
cused On Feb 16 Delhi 
Excise Policy: Court To 
Pass Order On Bail Plea 
Of Accused On Feb 16 
Delhi Police Gets Notice 
Over Kidnapping Of BJP 
Leader’s Minor Daughter 
Delhi Police Gets Notice 
Over Kidnapping Of BJP 
Leader’s Minor Daugh-
ter Mr Saxena said he 

will take up with Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal the issue along with 
delay in replacement of 
street lights with LEDs. 
He emphasised the need 
to augment campaigns 
of sensitizing young and 
adolescent boys through 
gender workshops and 
amended curricula by the 
Education department 
and other agencies con-
cerned, with the view of 
mitigating social mores 
and practices that en-
courage objectification 
of women, the statement 
said. It was also informed 
in the meeting that the 
disposal of cases by the 
Forensic Science Labora-
tory (FSL) had improved 
significantly since the last 
meeting of the task force 
on women safety. The 
meeting was attended by 
Delhi Commission for 
Women (DCW) chairper-
son Swati Maliwal and 
senior police and admin-
istrative officers.

Delhi Excise Policy Case: Court 
Sends Ad Firm Director Into Custody

New Delhi: A court here 
on Thursday sent an ad-
vertising company direc-
tor, who is alleged to have 
run the AAP’s campaign 
during the 2022 Goa as-
sembly polls, to Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED)’s 
custody for “detailed and 
extensive interrogation” 
in a Delhi excise policy-
related money laundering 
case. Rajesh Joshi, direc-
tor of Chariot Produc-
tions Media Pvt Ltd, was 
produced before Special 
Judge M K Nagpal, who 
sent him for custodial 
interrogation till Febru-
ary 13. He was arrested 
by the ED on Wednes-
day. The court noted the 
submissions made by the 
ED’s counsel, who said 
that Mr Joshi played a 
vital role in laundering 
of the proceeds of crime. 
The court took note of 
ED’s submission that Mr 
Joshi was involved in 
delivery or transmission 
of the kickback amount 
of around ₹ 30 crore, 
which was received from 
the south liquor lobby 

through hawala channels, 
and which he delivered 
to co-accused Vijay Nair. 
The court noted that his 
name has surfaced in 
the statement made by 
approver Dinesh Arora. 
Further, he is also alleged 
to be the director of the 
entity engaged by the 
AAP for advertising and 
other related works for 
its campaign for the Goa 
elections. It also noted 
that he was involved in 
making cash payments 
for the election campaign 
related works through 
the company as well as 
through some individu-
als, and the payments 
were made against some 

fake invoices and out 
of the above kickback 
amount, which were the 
proceeds of crime. The 
agency told the court that 
his detailed custodial in-
terrogation was required 
to unearth the entire pro-
cess of laundering of the 
proceeds of crime and the 
trail of ill-gotten money. 
It further said that some 
digital or other documen-
tary evidence were also 
to be put to him. “Hence, 
in view of the above and 
totality of facts and cir-
cumstances, the accused 
is being remanded in the 
custody of ED for a pe-
riod of four days i.e. till 
February 13, 2023.

“New Delhi: Two members of the ‘Thak-Thak’ 
gang were arrested for allegedly stealing 

New Delhi: Two mem-
bers of the ‘Thak-Thak’ 
gang were arrested for 
allegedly stealing a Ger-
man woman’s bag con-
taining ₹ 60,000 cash 
while she was travelling 
to the Surajkund Mela in 
Faridabad in the national 
capital region, police said 
on Thursday. Out of the 
total stolen amount, ₹ 
50,000 has been recov-
ered along with the two-
wheeler which was used 
by the accused -- Deepak 
(25) and Nagesh (35) -- at 
the time of the incident, 
they said. According to 
the police, the incident 
took place on February 
7, when the foreigner 
was on the way to Sura-
jkund Mela along with 

her driver in a car. When 
they reached at Air force 
station, Tuglakabad, a 
two-wheeler followed 
them and the pillion rid-
er pointed to the tyre of 
their car. They stopped 
their car but found noth-
ing suspicious. In the 
meantime, one of the ac-

cused came near the car 
and picked her bag ly-
ing on the seat and fled 
the spot. The stolen bag 
contained ₹ 60,000 cash, 
the police said. Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
(South) Chandan Chow-
dhary said that while ana-
lysing one of the CCTV 

footages, the accused duo 
were spotted on a scooter 
after committing crime. 
“Through surveillance 
and technical analysis, lo-
cation of the accused was 
zeroed down. A raid was 
conducted and they were 
arrested from near Sunar 
Market, Madangir,” she 
added. Elaborating on 
their modus operandi, the 
officer said, the accused 
duo used to roam on 
roads on their two-wheel-
ers and after selecting 
their target vehicle, they 
used to divert the atten-
tion of driver of the tar-
get vehicle using “Thak 
Thak” tactics and falsely 
inform the driver that the 
tyre of vehicle was punc-
tured. PromotedListen to 

the latest songs, only on 
JioSaavn.com Once the 
driver got down from the 
car, the accused would 
steal valuables from the 
vehicle and flee away 
from the spot. The L-G, 
in a letter, said despite 
the lapse of five years 
and eight months, the 
AAP has not complied 
with the order. “This is 
serious, as public money, 
despite specific order, has 
not been deposited by the 
party to the State Exche-
quer. Such defiance of a 
legitimate order by a reg-
istered political party is 
not only contemptuous 
of the judiciary, but also 
does not augur well for 
the health of good gover-
nance,” said officials.

Delhi Government Approves Mayoral 
Election Date, Lt Governor’s Nod Needed

Teacher, Students Injured In 
Lab Explosion At Delhi College

New Delhi: A teacher and 
two students of Dyal Singh 
College were injured in a 
small explosion during a 
laboratory experiment, an 
official said. Guest teacher 
Dr Nisha Agarwal and two 
girl students were injured in 
the accident. Ms Agarwal 
has been admitted in AIIMS 
Trauma Centre while the stu-
dents were sent home after 
first aid in the college, Delhi 
University constituent. The 
teacher was demonstrating 
the distillation method in 
organic chemistry to a first-
year BSc (Physical Science) 
class, students said. During 
the experiment, the flask’s 

temperature increased when 
Agarwal poured mercury 
into the chemical, leading to 
the explosion. Ms Agarwal 
suffered serious injuries, 

including burns to her face. 
The students suffered minor 
injuries and had to be given 
first aid. The matter is be-
ing investigated, the official 

Drive Against Unregistered E-Rickshaws Begins In Delhi
New Delhi: The Delhi 
government has kicked 
off a drive against unreg-
istered as well as illegally 
parked e-rickshaws in the 
national capital, an of-
ficial said on Thursday. 
The Transport depart-
ment’s enforcement per-
sonnel are taking part in 
the crackdown, which 
began two days ago. The 
government has already 
taken action against 100 
e-rickshaws, the official 
said. “It has been seen 
that the e-rickshaws are 
parked outside Metro 
stations and they do not 
move till they are com-
pletely filled with pas-

sengers. This leads to 
traffic jams. “There have 
also been issues pertain-
ing to them being ille-
gally parked or travelling 
on roads without even 

a valid registration,” he 
said. The department 
started the drive to clear 
the roads. “The problem 
of traffic jams has seen 
a spike in the last few 

days. In order to decon-
gest Delhi, this drive has 
been launched across the 
national capital. The en-
forcement teams are spe-
cifically targeting areas 

around markets and Met-
ro stations where such 
crowding is a common 
phenomenon. There are 
nearly 70 teams involved 
in the exercise,” the offi-
cial said. The challans be-
ing issued range between 
₹ 10,000 and ₹ 25,000, 
depending on the num-
ber of offences against 
the driver, and unregis-
tered vehicles are being 
impounded. Since the 
drive kicked off, action 
has been taken against 
100 e-rickshaws, he said. 
Between Wednesday and 
Thursday, 40 e-rickshaw 
drivers were issued chal-
lans and 24 vehicles.

Two Bodies Found In Delhi Apartment: Police

New Delhi: Two persons 
were found dead in an 
apartment building at west 
Delhi’s Kirti Nagar area on 
Thursday afternoon, police 
said. The police received 
information regarding the 

incident on the second floor 
of a building in Ramesh 
Nagar at 3.31 pm. When 
they reached the spot, they 
found a man hanging from 
a ceiling fan while a woman 
was found dead on the bed, 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (West) Ghanshyam 
Bansal said. The victims 
have been identified as Vi-
jay Kumar (28) and Anchal 
(25). They were residents 
of Patel Nagar and Anand 
Parbat and had known each 
other for years, the police 
said. Mr Kumar was a gym 
trainer and Ms Anchal was 
studying in Canada. Crime 
and forensic teams were 
called to the spot for inspec-
tion, Mr Bansal said. Prima 
facie, a case of murder is 
being registered at Kirti 
Nagar police station. CCTV 

footage, call records details 
and autopsy reports will be 
analysed, he said. There 
were no visible marks on 
the woman’s body. The post 
mortem will ascertain the 
exact cause of death, the 
police said. The bodies have 
been sent to Deen Dayal 
Upadhyay Hospital for the 
post mortem, which will be 
done on Friday. Mr Kumar 
lived in the house alone and 
the woman came to Delhi 
in January. It is being veri-
fied whether they got mar-
ried in court as their family 
members are not aware, the 

Delhi Police Gets Notice Over Kidnapping 
Of BJP Leader’s Minor Daughter

New Delhi: The Delhi 
Commission for Women 
(DCW) has issued a no-
tice to the city police in 
connection with the al-
leged kidnapping of the 
one-and-a-half-year-old 
daughter of a Delhi BJP 
youth president. The pan-
el has sought a copy of 
the FIR and an action tak-
en report in the matter by 
February 11. The DCW 
said that it learnt that 

two motorcycle-borne 
persons abducted the girl 
and then left her at a dis-
tance. The minor girl was 
allegedly kidnapped from 
near Jhandewalan Man-
dir in central Delhi on 
Wednesday and was later 
abandoned near a temple, 
police had said. “We re-
ceived two PCR calls 
at 5.16 pm and 5.21 pm 
on Wednesday regarding 
the abduction of the child 

from outside Rani Jhansi 
Road,” Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (cen-
tral) Shweta Chauhan 

had said. Several police 
teams swung into action 
to trace the girl. 

New Delhi: The wait for a 
fruitful ‘maiden’ meeting 
of the MCD house may 
be reaching an end as 
the fresh date of mayoral 
polls, February 16, has 
received approval from 
the Delhi government. 
The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) may 
have got the nod from the 
Delhi government on the 
proposed date, but it is 
still awaiting the final nod 
from Lieutenant Gover-

nor VK Saxena. Earlier 
today evening, the Kejri-
wal government had pro-
posed to call a meeting 
of the MCD on February 
13 or 14. But on Febru-
ary 13, there is a hear-
ing of this matter in the 
Supreme Court. In view 
of this, the Kejriwal gov-
ernment has approved the 
proposal of the MCD of 
February 16 for the may-
oral election. The Delhi 
government and Munici-

pal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) were compelled 
to come to a consensus 
for a new date to con-
duct the elections of new 
Mayor, Deputy Mayor 
and Standing committee 
members after the House 
was stalled thrice -- Janu-
ary 6, January 24, and 
February 6 -- due to ruck-
us. On February 6, the 
Municipal Corporation 
of Delhi House’s Pro-
ceedings were adjourned 
until further notice with-
out conducting the may-
oral election. This was 
the third time in a row 
that the house had been 
adjourned after a ruckus 
erupted over nominated 
members being allowed 
to vote in the election to 
the post of mayor, deputy 
mayor.
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“Misconceived... Dismissed”: Supreme 
Court On Request To Ban BBC In India

New Delhi: A request for 
a complete ban on BBC 
in India over its docu-
mentary on Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
allegations linked to the 
2002 Gujarat riots was 
dismissed today by the 
Supreme Court, which 
called it “entirely mis-
conceived”. “How can a 
documentary affect the 
country,” the Supreme 
Court questioned, reject-
ing a petition by Hindu 
Sena chief Vishnu Gupta 
seeking a ban on Brit-
ain’s national broadcaster 
operating in India. Senior 
lawyer Pinki Anand, rep-
resenting the petitioner, 
argued that the BBC was 
“deliberately malign-
ing India’s image”. The 
petition also asked for 
an investigation by the 
National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) into the 
“conspiracy” behind the 
documentary. The docu-
mentary is a “result of 
deep conspiracy against 
global rise of India and 
its Prime Minister”, the 
petition said. “The docu-

mentary film by BBC re-
lating to Gujarat violence 
2002 implicating Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
is not only reflective of 
anti-Narendra Modi cold 
propaganda broadcast to 
tarnish his image alone 
but this is anti-Hinduism 
propaganda by the BBC 
to destroy the social fab-
ric of India,” it alleged. 
The judges said: “How 
can the Supreme Court 
pass such orders? The 
writ petition is entirely 
misconceived and has no 
merit and is accordingly 

dismissed.” The two-part 
BBC series, “India: The 
Modi Question”, was 
taken down from public 
platforms last month. On 
January 21, the Centre, 
using emergency pow-
ers under the Informa-
tion Technology Rules, 
2021, directed blocking 
multiple YouTube videos 
and Twitter posts sharing 
links to the controversial 
documentary. “Not An-
swering Important Ques-
tions Like...”: Congress 
Chief On PM’s Speech 
“Not Answering Impor-

tant Questions Like...”: 
Congress Chief On PM’s 
Speech Earlier Called 
“BIMARU”, UP Is Now 
Known For Good Gov-
ernance, Says PM Ear-
lier Called “BIMARU”, 
UP Is Now Known For 
Good Governance, Says 
PM “Ek Akela Kitno Ko 
Bhaari PM Hits Back At 
Opposition In Rajya Sab-
ha “Ek Akela Kitno Ko 
Bhaari”: PM Hits Back 
At Opposition In Ra-
jya Sabha The Supreme 
Court earlier this month 
served notice to the Cen-
tre on petitions includ-
ing by veteran journalist 
N Ram, activist-lawyer 
Prashant Bhushan, and 
Trinamool Congress MP 
Mahua Moitra, which 
asks that the Centre be 
stopped from censoring 
the documentary. The pe-
titions challenge the use 
of emergency powers to 
block the documentary 
and remove links from 
social media. The Cen-
tre never formally publi-
cised the blocking order, 
said a separate petition 

by lawyer ML Sharma 
calling the ban on the 
two-part documentary 
“malafide, arbitrary, and 
unconstitutional”. The 
petitioners say the Centre 
has to publish the emer-
gency blocking orders 
within 48 hours. The 
documentary has been 
shared by various oppo-
sition leaders, including 
Mahua Moitra, and stu-
dents’ organisations and 
opposition parties have 
organised public screen-
ings. Students clashed 
with college authorities 
and the police in several 
campuses after not being 
allowed to hold screen-
ings. Post a comment 
The government calls the 
documentary a “propa-
ganda piece” that lacks 
objectivity and reflects a 
colonial mindset. A Su-
preme Court-appointed 
investigation had found 
no evidence of wrong-
doing by PM Modi, who 
was Chief Minister of 
Gujarat when riots broke 
out across the state in 
February 2002.

Request On Excommunication In Muslim 
Community Referred To Supreme Court

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court today referred to a 
larger nine-judge bench 
to decide the plea against 
the practice of excommu-
nication in the Dawoodi 
Bohra community. A 
five-judge Constitution 
bench headed by Justice 
Sanjay Kishan Kaul said 
the nine-judge bench 
constituted to decide the 
correctness of the Sabari-
mala judgment will also 
decide the practice of 
excommunication in the 
Dawoodi Bohra com-
munity. The bench also 
comprising Justices Ab-
hay S Oka, Vikram Nath, 
JK Maheshwari had ear-
lier heard the parties in 
the case who urged the 
court to wait for a nine-
judge bench decision in 
the Sabarimala matter or 
refer the present case also 
to a nine-judge bench. 
The nine-judge bench is 
seized of the Sabarimala 
case with respect to the 
entry of women into the 
Sabarimala hill shrine in 
Kerala. It is also consid-
ering three other cases 
involving women’s rights 
with regard to religious 

practices. During the 
hearing, Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta appearing 
for Maharashtra had told 
the bench that this case 
should be tagged along 
with the Sabrimala case 
before the nine-judge 
bench. He had further 
said that reconsideration 
of the 1962 judgment, 
which was also rendered 
by five judges, may not 
be possible by a bench of 
the same strength. Senior 
advocate Fali Nariman 
appearing for one of the 
parties in the case had 
submitted that the matter 
should be deferred till the 
nine-judge bench gives 
its verdict. The top court 
had then reserved its ver-
dict. Earlier, the bench 
had decided to examine 
whether the practice of 

ex-communication in the 
community can continue 
as a “protected practice” 
despite the Maharashtra 
Protection of People from 
Social Boycott (Preven-
tion, Prohibition and Re-
dressal) Act of 2016 have 
already come into force. 
Fali Nariman had said 
that the questions posed 
in the case have become 
“moot” with the enforce-
ment of the 2016 Act, 
which has repealed the 
Bombay Prevention of 
Excommunication Act of 
1949. “The 2016 Act pro-
vides a remedy to all vic-
tims of social boycott. A 
complaint can be lodged 
with the nearest Magis-
trate in case of apprehen-
sion of social boycott by 
a religious body..

Health Minister Says DMK, Congress Gave 
Wrong Information On AIIMS Madurai

New Delhi: Lok Sabha 
on Friday witnessed 
noisy scenes and a walk 
out by the DMK and 
Congress after Union 
Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya said 
the opposition is giving 
“wrong information” 
about AIIMS Madurai 
as he took strong action 
against medical colleges 
which don’t have fac-
ulty, infrastructure and 
patients. Replying to a 
supplementary question 
on AIIMS Madurai, he 
said medical courses of 
the institute are going on 
while ₹ 1,900 crore has 
been earmarked for con-
structing the infrastruc-
ture. When the DMK 
members said the AIIMS 
Madurai is not ready, Mr 
Mandaviya accused them 
of giving wrong infor-
mation to the House and 

misleading the people. 
“Some people want to do 
politics on everything. I 
know why they are doing 
this as I have taken strong 
action against those med-
ical colleges which don’t 
have faculty, infrastruc-
ture and patients. This is 
the reaction to that,” he 
asserted. “Such illegali-
ties will not be allowed 
by the Modi govern-
ment. We will continue 
to take such strong action 
against delinquent medi-
cal colleges,” he said 
amidst strong protests by 
the DMK and Congress 
MPs. Some members of 
the ruling BJP also came 
out in support of Mr 
Mandaviya and raised 
their voice while stand-
ing at their seats. A vis-
ibly agitated Dayanidhi 
Maran of the DMK said, 
“Who is he to talk like 

this”. “He is blackmail-
ing us, he is threatening 
us,” he charged. As the 
pandemonium continued 
for some time, Speaker 
Om Birla tried to calm 
down the agitating op-
position members and 
said he would exam-
ine the statement made 
by the minister and see 
whether it is proper or 
not. DMK Slams BJP 
Tamil Nadu Chief Over 

Its Leader’s Temple De-
molition Speech DMK 
Slams BJP Tamil Nadu 
Chief Over Its Leader’s 
Temple Demolition 
Speech On DMK Min-
ister’s Video With Poll 
Candidate, Tamil Nadu 
BJP Chief’s Big Charge 
On DMK Minister’s Vid-
eo With Poll Candidate, 
Tamil Nadu BJP Chief’s 
Big Charge Watch: Tamil 
Nadu Minister KN Ne-

hru Pushes DMK Party 
Worker Watch: Tamil 
Nadu Minister KN Ne-
hru Pushes DMK Party 
Worker Unhappy with 
this, the DMK and Con-
gress members staged a 
walkout from the House. 
Earlier, the health minis-
ter said the Modi govern-
ment has taken steps for 
expanding the medical 
education in the country 
so that students don’t 
have to go abroad for 
studies. He said in 2014, 
the total number of medi-
cal colleges in the coun-
try was 387 and now it 
has gone to 657. The 
central government has 
relaxed the rules for set-
ting up medical colleges 
which can be opened by 
state governments or pri-
vate entities. “In just one 
year in 2022, We have 
given approval for setting 

No Pre-Departure Covid Test For Travellers 
From These Nations From Feb 13

New Delhi: Visitors com-
ing to India from China, 
Hong Kong, Japan, South 
Korea, Singapore and 
Thailand will no longer 
be required to furnish a 
pre-departure Covid test 
report and upload a self-
health declaration on the 
‘Air Suvidha’ portal from 
February 13. The govern-
ment has taken this deci-
sion as these countries 
have been witnessing a 
sustained and significant 
decline in trajectory of 

COVID-19 cases in the 
last four weeks, Union 
Health Secretary Rajesh 
Bhushan said. In a letter 
sent to his counterpart 
in the Ministry of Civil 
Aviation Rajiv Bansal,  
Bhushan on Thursday 
said his ministry is up-
dating its ‘Guidelines for 
International Arrivals’ 
in view of the decline in 
coronavirus cases.    Fur-
ther, according to the 
World Health Organisa-
tion’s latest situational 

update on COVID-19, a 
decline of 89 per cent in 
the number of newly con-
firmed cases in the past 
28 days has been noted 
globally as compared to 
28 days prior to that, he 
said. India continues to 
witness a declining tra-
jectory of coronavirus 
cases, with less than 100 
new cases a day being 
reported. “In view of the 
above, this ministry is 
updating its ‘Guidelines 
for International Arriv-
als’, and dropping the 
existing requirements of 
pre-departure COVID-19 
testing and uploading 
of Self-Health Declara-
tion on Ministry of Civil 
Aviation’s ‘Air Suvidha’ 
portal applicable for in-
ternational travellers 
coming from/via China, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, 
Republic of Korea, Thai-
land and Japan,” the let-
ter said

Flight Delayed, 170 Passengers 
Spend 13 Hours At Mumbai Airport

Mumbai: As many as 
170 passengers of an Air 
India Express flight to 
Dubai had a tough time 
at the airport here as the 
flight was delayed by 13 
hours due to a technical 
snag. The flight, which 
was scheduled to take 
off for Dubai at 3 pm on 
Thursday, finally left at 4 
am on Friday. In a state-
ment, Tata Group-owned 
Air India Express said it 
provided assistance to 
some 50 passengers, who 
had special requirements, 

including the lounge fa-
cility. However, the re-
maining 120 passengers 
were kept at the airport 
terminal building, an air-
line source said. A total 
of 170 passengers were 
booked for the flight. 
Significantly, Tata Group 
operates at least four 
luxury hotels in the city 
with one in the domestic 
airport terminal prem-
ises itself. “Air India 
Express flight IX 247 on 
Mumbai-Dubai route on 
February 9, 2023 had a 

progressive delay due to 
a technical snag, which 
was beyond the control 
of the airline,” the airline 
said. “We made all pos-
sible efforts to minimise 
the difficulties of our 
guests, dinner was given 
to all guests, followed by 
continuous refreshments. 
Airport lounge facili-
ties were provided to 50 
guests who required spe-
cial assistance and sup-
port,” the statement said. 
According to the source, 
there was an engineer-

ing related issue with the 
aircraft and the mainte-
nance team said the air-
craft will be airworthy 
by 7 pm. So, accordingly 
the airline announced the 
revised schedule of 7 pm 
but later, it was identified 
that it was a progressive 
delay as the aircraft had 
to be replaced, the source 
added. Since there were 
no spare aircraft avail-
able in Mumbai, the air-
line had to wait for the 
arrival of plane operating 
Jeddah-Mumbai flight.

Over 21 Students Fall Sick Due To Water 
Contamination In UP, 7 Hospitalised

Mainpuri: Over 21 stu-
dents fell ill and seven 
other students were hos-
pitalised after allegedly 
drinking contaminated 
water at Government En-
gineering College in Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Mainpuri, a 
health official said today. 
The matter came to light 
when district health of-
ficials learnt that a large 
number of students from 
a college in the district 
were admitted to a hospi-
tal. PP Singh, Chief Med-
ical Officer of Mainpuri 

(CMO) and Madan Lal, 
Centers for Medicare and 
Medical Services (CMS) 
of Maharaja Tej Singh 
District Hospital imme-
diately reached the dis-
trict hospital to gather in-
formation and review the 
condition of the students. 
Madan Lal (CMS) said 
it was found that at least 
21 students pursuing En-
gineering courses in a 
Government Engineering 
College were admitted to 
a hospital since Febru-
ary 9, with symptoms of 

vomiting and dysentery. 
At present, he said seven 
students are undergoing 
treatment at the hospital, 
adding that others were 
discharged. The condi-
tion of 21 engineering 
college students wors-

ened after drinking water 
from the water cooler on 
Thursday late. “In a hur-
ry, everyone was brought 
to the district hospital 
where seven students.

India can be the global skill capital
Unemployment is a multi-
faceted problem. A major 
challenge that currently 
our unemployed youth 
face is the mismatch be-
tween their skills and the 
needs of job providers. 
There are many jobs avail-
able on different platforms 
but there is no real way 
to establish the quality of 

job roles. Our technical 
institutes and universities 
do not synchronize their 
skill courses with overseas 
institutes and employers. 
Without matching global 
skill parameters, youths 
are being forced to do odd 
jobs abroad for survival. 
So India International Skill 
Centres (IISCs) – aimed at 

imparting international 
standard skill training 
to youth and enhancing 
overseas opportunities for 
them – have the potential 
to transform our country 
into the skill capital of the 
world. In the Union Bud-
get of 2023-24, Finance 
Minister and Corporate Af-
fairs Minister Nirmala Sith-

araman have announced 
the opening of 30 IISCs to 
bridge the global shortage 
of workforce in the coming 
years by reaping the de-
mographic dividend of the 
young Indian workforce. 
These centers will provide 
skill training and certifica-
tion benchmarked by in-
ternational standards. IISCs 

will also have a wide net-
work of partner organiza-
tions and overseas recruit-
ers to facilitate the supply 
of skilled and certified 
workforce in other coun-
tries. These partnering or-
ganizations will work with 
the National Skill Develop-
ment Corporation (NSDC) 
for aggregating demand 

from overseas markets. 
The centers will have ser-
vices such as mobilization, 
counseling, skill training, 
pre-departure orientation, 
foreign language training, 
placement and immigra-
tion, and post-placement 
support. India has signed 
memorandums of under-
standing in the field of 

apprenticeship and skill 
training with Germany, Be-
larus, the United Kingdom, 
France, Australia, Japan, 
and Qatar. As a pilot proj-
ect in 2018, 14 IISCs were 
likely to be set up across 
India through the NSDC 
including one at Bathinda 
in Punjab but not even a 
single center did come up 

till March 2022. In April 
2022, the country’s first 
Skill India International 
Centre was inaugurated by 
Union Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan 
in his home state Odisha. 
Indeed, IISCs should be a 
pan-India institution. 
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There’s Something 
Different About 

Rahul Gandhi
The government and 
the opposition, par-
ticularly the Congress, 
are not on good terms. 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s parliament 
speech is Exhibit A. In 
a mature democracy, 
the government and 
the opposition should 
have healthy respect for 
each other, regardless 
of their differences. De-
mocracy can’t function 
to its fullest strength if 
goodwill is missing. If 
both are paranoid about 
being undermined, it’s 
the death of democracy. 
Unfortunately, the re-
lationship between our 
government and the op-
position is such that ha-
tred, not respect, is the 
defining emotion. This 
is new normal in Indian 
politics. Yes, there were 
bitter exchanges in the 
past. Barbs were flung 
across the floor. Sar-
casm was couched in 
poetry. But it was never 
below the belt. And the 
acrimony stayed within 
the House and was nev-
er carried home. Even 
at the height of Emer-
gency and Bofors, com-
munication was never 
broken. Today, we can 
hardly say that about the 
BJP and the Congress 
and other parties in op-
position. Against this 
backdrop, Rahul Gan-
dhi has to reconstruct 
his politics and recast 
the Congress, India’s 
oldest party. Unlike his 
predecessors in the Ne-
hru-Gandhi family, Ra-
hul Gandhi inherited a 
party with fundamental 
weaknesses. Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Indira Gan-
dhi were giants among 
their peers. Rajiv Gan-
dhi was a good person, 
but naive. He took over 
a Congress that needed 
reorientation, but he 
was betrayed by his own 
friends, and paid the 
price in 1989. PV Nara-
simha Rao and Sitaram 
Kesri were no match 
for the Congress’s first 
family in “vote catching 
abilities”. They were 
insecure men. Unlike 
her husband Rajiv Gan-
dhi, Sonia Gandhi was 
shrewd, but she was a 
stopgap despite a nearly 
two-decade stint. She 
had no solution to the 
party’s problems. She 
did not realise that the 
Congress, to regain its 
hegemonic status, had 
to reinvent itself and ac-
climatise to the chang-
ing political climate of 
the country. She was 
supposed to act like a 
leader, but she turned 
out to be a great man-
ager. The people who 

surrounded her were 
also like her. In 2014, 
the Congress was a sit-
ting duck. Victory was 
a cakewalk for Modi. 
But he did not become 
Prime Minister because 
he led some great move-
ment or caused a tec-
tonic shift in the sys-
tem; he won because 
the Congress was too 
weak as a political con-
glomerate and teeming 
with darbari parasites 
masquerading as lead-
ers. Most of those who 
went on to hold high 
posts in the party and 
the government were 
men with no social base. 
They were simply in the 
good graces of the Fam-
ily. The Family can’t ab-
solve itself as it promot-
ed brazen opportunists 
and people who were in 
it for power more than 
to serve society. After 
becoming Prime Min-
ister, Modi transformed 
the BJP and changed the 
power dynamics. Yet for 
years, it did not strike 
the Congress that it was 
no longer the default 
choice of the people. Its 
leaders were too busy 
with sabotage and con-
spiracies. The party was 
destined to perform bad-
ly, and it did. By 2019, 
it dawned on Rahul 
Gandhi that shortcuts 
and cosmetic changes 
would not do the party 
any good. Long-term 
planning and a complete 
overhaul was in order. 
His resignation as Con-
gress president after the 
debacle of 2019 should 
be seen in this context. 
One can debate the mer-
its of the decision, but 
one can’t fault Rahul 
Gandhi for leading by 
example. A leader has to 
take responsibility. Ra-
hul Gandhi also ensured 
proper elections for the 
post of Congress presi-
dent, firmly keeping his 
family out of the race. 
Mallikarjun Kharge’s 
emergence as the party 
president is a healthy 
sign for the party. But 
Rahul Gandhi’s most 
audacious project was 
his long march from 
Kanyakumari to Kash-
mir. Many parties, intel-
lectuals and journalists 
were sceptical to begin 
with. A few were deri-
sive. The BJP went out 
of its way to ridicule 
the Congress MP, but 
soon realised the stance 
could boomerang. So, 
the ruling party backed 
up a bit. Rahul Gandhi’s 
walk drew big crowds, 
from south to north, and 
for the first time since 
2014, the Congress set 
the agenda.

Adani Fracas an Opportunity to Make Finances 
of Family-Owned Entities More Transparent

Rahul Gandhi’s riveting 
narration in the Lok Sab-
ha of how, in recent years, 
the Adani group’s busi-
ness empire had rapidly 
expanded across many 
sectors, brought a new 
dimension to the whole 
controversy. Rahul said 
that if the Adani group is 
investing in sensitive sec-
tors such as airports and 
defence, it is imperative 
for the country to know 
who its real investors are, 
via the 30-plus FIIs or 
shell companies operat-
ing out of tax havens like 
Mauritius. The real iden-
tity of beneficiaries of at 
least six such FIIs which 
have investments of over 
Rs 43,000 crore in the 
Adani group was also 
sought by Mahua Moitra 
in her Lok Sabha reply to 
the President’s address. 
The finance minister 
has indicated that SEBI 
will probe the nature of 
these shell entities. Hin-
denburg Research, and 
many Indian media re-
ports before that, have 
alleged that these are 
related entities or prox-
ies of the Adani family. 
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question lies at the heart 
of the charges levelled 

against the Adani group 
by the Hindenburg re-
port, which has alleged 
stock rigging and market 
manipulation by these 
proxy entities. The Adan-
is have denied allegations 
that the shell companies 
are related entities, but 
growing doubt among 
global market players 
has forced the group to 
announce an indepen-
dent evaluation of com-
pliance with laws and 
rules governing its finan-
cial structure. Also read: 
Modi Avoids Mention-
ing Adani in Lok Sabha 
Speech, No Promise of 
JPC or SC-Led Probe 
This reflects the pressure 
on the Adani group to be-
come more transparent 
about its financial struc-
ture. Aswath Damoda-
ran, Professor of Finance 
at the Stern School of 
Business, New York, told 
India Today TV that at 
present, global markets 
are willing to believe 
the worst about the Ada-
nis, so the group should 
use this opportunity to 
become more transpar-
ent about its corporate 
structure. Damodaran 
says opaque financial ar-
rangements are common 
in many family owned 
businesses which exploit 
weaknesses in the regula-
tory regime to strengthen 
family control over the 
assets. All these years, 
Indian corporates routing 
equity investments via 
shell companies in tax 

havens was seen as nor-
mal. It is a mechanism to 
avoid tax on capital gains 
or profits. Even foreign 
companies bringing FDI 
into India do so via tax 
havens. For the first time 
in 2014, Prime Minister 
Modi made a big pitch 
under the aegis of G20 
that tax havens should 
be phased out in order to 
discourage cross-border 
flows of black money, 
and that real time infor-
mation sharing on such 
money flows should ex-
ist among G20 econo-
mies. An in-principle 
understanding to this 
effect was reached sub-
sequently. Given these 
initiatives, it is surprising 
that there is still little in-

formation about the ver-
tical rise of Adani group 
shares in 2022, when its 
market capitalisation rap-
idly increased by $100 
billion. Former SEBI 
chief M. Damodaran told 
The Wire that “eyebrows 
should have been raised” 
then. The hugely bloated 
valuations of Adani com-
panies happened dur-
ing this period. Price to 
earning ratios (PEs) of 
300-700 are unheard of 
for infrastructure compa-
nies which work on mod-
est margins regulated by 
governments, in power 
tariff or airport user fees. 
A PE ratio of 300-700 
implies that it would take 
300-700 years for you to 
recover your investments 

at current annual  earn-
ings. Such high PEs are 
an invitation for attack 
by short sellers, who are 
integral to the market 
mechanism. Big tech 
companies like Face-
book, Netflix, Amazon 
and others lost 40-50% 
of their market value in 
2022 because of bloated 
valuations. Together, 
they lost $3 trillion of 
their share market value 
(that’s about the size of 
India’s GDP). No one 
there protested that the 
US was under attack. We 
need a mature response 
to the recent meltdown 
in the Adani group. Prof 
Damodaran rightly points 
out it is an opportunity 
for India to clean up mar-

ket governance further, 
instead of making it an 
issue of corporate nation-
alism. The Adanis cannot 
afford to invoke national-
ism because over 70% of 
its current gross debt of 
$30 billion comes from 
abroad via foreign banks 
and bond holders. So 
foreigners have a bigger 
stake in the Adani group 
and would want to see it 
become more transpar-
ent. Also read: Many 
Ingredients Went into 
the Adani Stock Price 
Meltdown The Adani 
group should in fact wel-
come the correction in its 
stock prices, which have 
reached more realistic 
levels. This might attract 
new global equity inves-
tors to come in at a lower 
share price and help re-
gain lost confidence. Si-
multaneously, both the 
government and regula-
tors must allay growing 
doubts among global in-
vestors about the opaque 
financial structure of not 
just the Adani group but 
also many other fami-
ly-owned entities. This 
should be seen as part 
and parcel of the matur-
ing of India’s market 
governance. PM Modi 
should particularly take 
this seriously, given his 
past commitments at the 
G20 to make cross-bor-
der financial flows more 
open and transparent. 
With much celebratory 
messaging from the gov-
ernment.

Bhagwat’s New Spin on Caste Will Not Stem the 
Rebellion Against Texts That Insult the Shudras
The mainstream media 
has been trying to avoid 
entering the debate trig-
gered by the ongoing 
Shudra rebellion against 
the Ramcharitmanas of 
Tulsidas, a Brahmin, for 
pleading with his God 
Rama to punish Shudras, 
Dalits and women, and 
equating them with ani-
mals and drums. Chinese 
Construction of Water-
falls in the building 350,  
- Travel Nfx 00:00 Pre-
vious PauseNext 00:11 / 
03:02 Unmute Settings 
Fullscreen Copy video 
url Play / Pause Mute / 
Unmute Report a prob-
lem Language Share 
Vidverto Player In the 
whole of Tulsidas’s 16th-
century retelling of the 
Ramayana, there isn’t a 
single line that criticises 
– even by allegory – the 
Mughal emperor Akbar 
for the effect of his rule 
on the poor and down-
trodden. But at several 
places, there are deroga-
tory references to Shu-
dras, equating them with 
animals. Tulsidas used 
the same language and 
methodology that Manu 
used in the 2nd century 
BCE against the produc-
tive masses of India in 
his time. Bihar education 
minister Chandrashekar 
and Swami Prasad Mau-
rya of the Samajwadi 
Party (SP) have opposed 
the inclusion of such texts 
in the school and college 
curriculum – something 
the BJP regime in its 
‘New Education Policy’ 
is pushing with a view to 
teaching students about 

India’s ancient culture 
and heritage. The debate 
they have triggered has 
introduced a ‘Shudra 
vs Brahmin’ dimension 
to the caste question in 
north India, hitherto con-
fined to reservations and 
the economic accommo-
dation of the oppressed 
castes in the governance. 
The Shudra vs Brah-
min debate has opened 
up the Pandora’s box of 
Sanskrit and Brahminic 
textual history and initi-
ated a larger debate about 
India’s caste cultural ci-
vilisation. With SP leader 
Akhilesh Yadav taking 
a strong position on the 
question of Shudra iden-
tity, the Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS) 
knows it is vulnerable 
on this account. Speak-
ing at a public meeting in 
Mumbai on the occasion 
of the Santh Ravidas’s 
birth anniversary last 
week, RSS head Mohan 
Bhagwat made an inter-
esting statement aimed at 
salvaging the situation in 
North India. “The varna 
system was not created 
by God and everyone 
was equal before God,” 
he said, adding that 
“pandits were respon-
sible for creating castes 
and sects”. The RSS has 
since tried to ‘clarify’ that 
Bhagwat was referring 
not to pandits as a caste 
but to ‘learned persons’ 
as a class. The Sangh is 
being disingenuous. We 
know that pandits in the 
Brahminic religious sys-
tem even today are only 
Brahmins. We also know 

that the RSS has been a 
strong supporter of the 
varna system in its or-
ganisational literature for 
the past 98 years. Ear-
lier, in a 2014 meeting in 
Kerala, Bhagwat himself 
said, “The Sangh should 
not get into eradicating 
or opposing caste. Caste 
is a system that exists in 
society. It would remain 
until the society believes 
in it.” But who really be-
lieves in it? Surely, the 
Shudra/Dalit /Adivasi 
society is not interested 
in the caste system. In 
fact, it is ‘Dwija’ society 
which is still interested in 
this system because it is 
the source of its power, 
privilege and spiritual 
authority. It is from this 
perspective that Akhilesh 
Yadav has challenged 
Mohan Bhagwat to take 
his recent statement to its 
logical conclusion. “You 
have clarified [there is 
no caste] in front of God. 
Please also make it clear 
what is the reality regard-
ing the caste system for 
human beings.” In other 
words, what are Bhagwat 
and the RSS doing at the 

ground level to remove 
caste inequalities? This 
is a serious and genuine 
question which cannot 
be ducked. A question for 
everyone Such questions 
about caste, untouch-
ability and women’s in-
equality should be asked 
by everyone of us. The 
Ramachariatamanas is 
a historical casteist text, 
just like the Manudharma 
Shastra, the Arthashas-
tra of Kautilya and also 
Bunch of Thoughts by 
Golwalkar. A major po-
litical party in a big state 
like UP is asking why a 
Brahmin author sought to 
humiliate Shudras, Dalits 
and women – the main 
wealth creators of soci-
ety. In Tulsidas’s time, 
Birbal, a Brahmin and 
Todar Mal, a Kayastha, 
were among Akbar’s top 
administrators. When 
the Shudra/Dalit/Adivasi 
peasantry was expand-
ing agricultural land, the 
emperor’s administra-
tion was imposing back-
breaking land rents on 
them. Yet Tulsidas is not 
asking his God Rama 
to punish the rulers but 

the Shudras/Dalits and 
women. Is it a crime to 
question or oppose such 
authors and their texts? 
Since the RSS/BJP want 
Shudra/Dalit /Adivasi 
students to study all an-
cient and medieval texts 
in universities, colleges 
and schools, should their 
parents not see how those 
texts portrayed their com-
munity? It is not just one 
Ramcharitamanas, but 
the whole range of San-
skrit texts starting with 
Rig Veda which treated 
the category of Shudra 
– the producers of food 
and of artisanal scientific 
work – as contemptible. 
What is surprising about 
political leaders chal-
lenging this? Tulsidas 
composing Ramcharit-
manas. Photo: bazaar art/
Wikimedia Commons, 
Public Domain, After 
the questions raised by 
the Shudra movement 
started spreading beyond 
party ideology and post-
ers saying ‘Garv Se Kaho 
Ham Shudra Hai’ and ‘Jai 
Shudra’ began appearing 
in UP. When even RSS/
BJP Shudra/Dalit leaders 
and women slowly began 
to tilt towards supporting 
this movement, Bhagwat 
had to come out and make 
such a statement. So far, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Union home 
minister Amit Shah have 
remained silent. Their di-
lemma is real. We know 
how they organised the 
lower OBCs – the non-
Yadavs – in UP and came 
to power in the state. 
But then Yogi Aditya-

nath, who is known for 
his caste arrogance, was 
made the chief minis-
ter. When he washed the 
CM’s official residence 
with cow urine after 
Akhilesh vacated it, how 
could the RSS/BJP imag-
ine a caste war would not 
start in that state some-
day? The humiliation of 
the Shudras and Chanda-
las and Adivasis in most 
classical Sanskrit books 
is not unknown. In the 
Ramayana, Shambuka 
was killed because he 
was Shudra. In the Ma-
habharata, Karna was not 
allowed to participate in 
Draupadi’s Swayamvara 
because he was a Shudra 
and Ekalavya was not al-
lowed to learn archery 
because he was an Adi-
vasi. More than anything, 
these sacred books say s.
snothing about who was 
growing the food, graz-
ing the animals and 
building the palaces that 
the authors described in 
those texts. Were they 
not Shudras/Dalits and 
Adivasis? How is it that 
they are not talked about? 
These books only tell 
us the story narratives 
of Kshatriya kings and 
Brahmin rishis as if they 
are the only persons who 
lived in India in those 
times. If, as the RSS/BJP 
intellectuals tell us today, 
those books are mirrors 
of our civilisation, where 
do the Shudras, Dalits, 
Adivasis and women ex-
ist, except for occasional 
humiliation around some 
individual characters like 
Shambuka, Karna.
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3 Reasons Why Opposition Isn’t Fighting Modi
Droupadi Murmu, India’s 
youngest President, won 
64% votes. Some would 
dare say that despite an 
all-powerful Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
backing her, she won 
much less votes than 
many of her predeces-
sors. Even Ram Nath Ko-
vind won more votes 
when he was elected 
President. The opposi-
tion, drowning in its de-
lusions, has every right to 
rejoice at that. But the 
hard reality of Indian de-
mocracy today is that the 
opposition has never 
been so divided and list-
less. It looks fractured, 
directionless, visionless 
and leaderless. Even 
when the Congress had 
an overwhelming pres-
ence for many decades, 
the opposition was weak 
in terms of numbers but 
never so ineffective. That 
the opposition is adrift is 
also evident from the fact 
that Mamata Banerjee, 
who proposed Yashwant 
Sinha’s name, said if she 
had known Droupadi 
Murmu would be the 
government’s candidate 
she would have not sup-
ported Sinha. Sinha was 
senior Vice President of 
Mamata Banerjee’s party. 
He was virtually aban-
doned during the cam-
paign and Mamata Ba-
nerjee did not let him go 
to Bengal to seek votes. 
When the opposition 
chose Congress leader 
Margaret Alva as the 
vice-presidential candi-
date, Mamata Banerjee 
announced she would not 
support her as she was 
not consulted. 0dlp1nco 
Droupadi Murmu, India’s 
youngest President, won 
64% votes. The opposi-

tion has lost two consec-
utive parliamentary elec-
tions. The third is less 
than two years away but 
there is already a murmur 
that it will be a cakewalk 
for the BJP. The only de-
bate, many say, is wheth-
er the BJP will win more 
seats than in 2019. The 
opposition’s deep slum-
ber is baffling as its lead-
ers face central agencies, 
particularly the Enforce-
ment Directorate, on a 
daily basis. Last week 
should have been an eye-
opener. Three prominent 
leaders of three different 
parties are facing the mu-
sic. First, Sonia Gandhi, 
the top leader of the op-
position, was grilled by 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate. She has been sum-
moned again. Before her, 
Rahul Gandhi was inter-
rogated for more than 50 
hours for five days. Sec-
ond, Delhi Lieutenant 
Governor Vinai Kumar 
Saxena has asked the 
CBI to investigate the li-
quor policy of the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) gov-
ernment and the role of 
AAP’s number two lead-
er after Arvind Kejriwal, 
Manish Sisodia. Another 
senior minister, Satyen-
dar Jain, is already in 
custody for more than a 
month and there is no 
sign that he will get bail 
soon. Third, Bengal In-
dustry minister Parth 
Chatterjee has been ar-
rested by the Enforce-
ment Directorate over 
charges linked to a teach-
ers scam in West Bengal. 
Almost every political 
party is on the crosshairs 
of central investigating 
agencies, from Kashmir 
to Kanyakumari. Just last 
month, the Maha Vikas 

Aghadi government led 
by Uddhav Thackeray 
was demolished on the 
orders of the central gov-
ernment. Before that, op-
position governments 
were pulverized in Mad-
hya Pradesh and Karna-
taka. The Ashok Gehlot 
government in Rajasthan 
somehow managed to 
dodge Operation Lotus. 
Jharkhand’s Hemant 
Soren government is now 
on the line. Chief Minis-
ter Soren is in deep trou-
ble over allegations of 
corruption and his party’s 
support to Droupadi 
Murmu has been linked 
to his desperation to buy 
peace with the Modi gov-
ernment. lio7br3 Maha 
Vikas Aghadi govern-
ment led by Uddhav 
Thackeray was demol-
ished on the order of the 
Centre. By now, opposi-
tion parties may have re-
alised that the BJP led by 
Modi is a different politi-
cal force. It aims to make 
India “opposition-mukt”. 
It is part of a bigger de-
sign to finish all opposi-
tion and disagreements as 
it does not want to listen 
to any voice of dissent, 
be it in an institutional 
frame-work or non-insti-
tutional. The attack on 
NGOs, civil society or-
ganisations and the Press 
is part of that process. 
The targeting of political 
parties by central agen-
cies has a similar goal. 
What is surprising is that 
opposition leaders still 
have not cottoned on to 
the naked truth that only 
a united opposition can 
fight and win - otherwise 
each party will die a slow 
death. The old saying is 
still true - united they 
stand and divided they 

fall. But why is there no 
effort to come together to 
fight Modi? I can count 
three basic reasons: 1. It 
is quite apparent now that 
these leaders, despite 
their tall claims, fear 
Modi and are busy nego-
tiating a truce with him 
behind the scenes. There 
are unconfirmed reports 
that TMC, AAP, NCP and 
JMM and a few others 
have all reached out to 
the central government. 
Sharad Pawar had met 
with the Prime minister 
and Amit Shah in the 
past. There is a report of 
Mamata Banerjee meet-
ing Jagdeep Dhankhar 
and Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma in Darjeeling, West 
Bengal. AAP contesting 
assembly elections in 
Goa, Uttarakhand, Him-
achal Pradesh and Guja-
rat is also seen in the con-
text of dividing the 
anti-BJP votes and help-
ing the BJP. Mayawati’s 
lack of political initiative 
is less of a mystery when 
you link it to the BJP’s 
grand plan. 2. Regionali-
sation of politics has bred 
state-specific parties and 
leaders who lack a na-
tional outlook. They are 
busy protecting their own 
turf and they don’t look 
beyond their noses. Dur-
ing Congress rule, there 
were three mainstream 
groups with well-defined 
ideologies- the socialist 
parties, the communist 
parties, and the Jana 
Sangh and its future ava-
tar BJP. They were small 
but had national vision 
and national ambition. 
Today, the BJP is in pow-
er, the communist parties 
are facing extinction and 
socialist parties are dead. 
They had a structured 

party system. From for-
eign policy to economy, 
they had a well-defined 
thought process. There 
would be debates and 
discussions and resolu-
tions passed during ses-
sions. Now, regional par-
ties have taken over with 
internal system being re-
placed by a one-man or 
one-woman structure. 
Parties have become gov-
ernment-focused. To cap-
ture power and stay in 
power by any means is 
their singular goal. For 
that they are willing to 
make any compromise. 3. 
The dearth of big leaders 
with a towering presence 
has created a void. Earli-
er, small parties had lead-
ers like Ram Manohar 
Lohia, Jai Prakash Nara-
yan, Madhu Limaye, 
Chandra Shekhar, VP 
Singh, Devi Lal, NT 
Rama Rao, Ram Krishna 
Hegde, Harkishan Singh 
Surjeet, Jyoti Basu, EMS 
Namboodiripad, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee and LK 
Advani. Despite ideolog-
ical differences and dis-

agreements, there was 
mutual respect. They 
were competitors, not en-
emies, bound by the com-
mon sentiment of pro-
tecting democracy. They 
were convinced that one-
party dominance was not 
good for democracy. To-
day, the country is big but 
its leaders are small. The 
lack of ideology has 
made their egos bigger 
than the country. There is 
no one of the stature of 
Harkishen Singh Surjeet 
who could pick up the 
phone and compel every-
one to come under the 
same roof, as he did in 
1996. Today, Mamata 
Banerjee can’t stand the 
Congress, Rahul Gandhi 
can’t speak to other lead-
ers, Sharad Pawar is past 
his prime. Kejriwal has 
no sense of history or in-
stitutional memory; Akh-
ilesh Yadav and May-
awati lack vision; KCR 
and Jagan Mohan Reddy 
are too enmeshed in their 
states. MK Stalin, unlike 
his father (MK Karunani-
dhi), has no interest in 

national politics; Akali 
Dal and the Left are too 
weak. The National Con-
ference and the PDP, in 
today’s context, are on 
the wrong side of the nar-
rative. So, who will fight 
for democracy? The op-
position is on its death-
bed and close to flatlin-
ing. Without any doctor 
or a prognosis, the possi-
bility of a full recovery is 
dim. in power, the com-
munist parties are facing 
extinction and socialist 
parties are dead. They 
had a structured party 
system. From foreign 
policy to economy, they 
had a well-defined 
thought process. There 
would be debates and 
discussions and resolu-
tions passed during ses-
sions. Now, regional par-
ties have taken over with 
internal system being re-
placed by a one-man or 
one-woman structure. 
Parties have become gov-
ernment-focused. To cap-
ture power and stay in 
power by any means is 
their singular goal. For 

that they are willing to 
make any compromise. 3. 
The dearth of big leaders 
with a towering presence 
has created a void. Earli-
er, small parties had lead-
ers like Ram Manohar 
Lohia, Jai Prakash Nara-
yan, Madhu Limaye, 
Chandra Shekhar, VP 
Singh, Devi Lal, NT 
Rama Rao, Ram Krishna 
Hegde, Harkishan Singh 
Surjeet, Jyoti Basu, EMS 
Namboodiripad, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee and LK 
Advani. Despite ideolog-
ical differences and dis-
agreements, there was 
mutual respect. They 
were competitors, not en-
emies, bound by the com-
mon sentiment of pro-
tecting democracy. They 
were convinced that one-
party dominance was not 
good for democracy. To-
day, the country is big but 
its leaders are small. The 
lack of ideology has 
made their egos bigger 
than the country. There is 
no one of the stature of 
Harkishen Singh Surjeet 
who could pick up the 
phone and compel every-
one to come under the 
same roof, as he did in 
1996. Today, Mamata 
Banerjee can’t stand the 
Congress, Rahul Gandhi 
can’t speak to other lead-
ers, Sharad Pawar is past 
his prime. Kejriwal has 
no sense of history or in-
stitutional memory; Akh-
ilesh Yadav and May-
awati lack vision; KCR 
and Jagan Mohan Reddy 
are too enmeshed in their 
states. MK Stalin, unlike 
his father (MK Karunani-
dhi), has no interest in 
national politics; Akali 
Dal and the Left are too 
weak. The National Con-
ference and the PDP,

Fighting The Toothless 
Tiger - Anti-Defection Law

Yet another non-BJP gov-
ernment has fallen to mach-
inations and midnight con-
spiracies and the focus is 
back on the anti-defection 
law and its purpose. The 
case of Maharashtra is be-
fore the Supreme Court and 
is sub-judice, but it is im-
portant to understand how 
the verdict will impact the 
anti-defection law and the 
Tenth Schedule of the Con-
stitution, and how it will 
make sitting ducks of elect-
ed representatives besides 
eroding the importance of 
elections. In the late 1960s, 
the YB Chavan committee, 
tasked with tackling po-
litical defections, observed 
that “there can be no infal-
lible deterrent for the kind 
of political defections that 
are rooted in political irre-
sponsibility and opportun-
ism and create instability 
besides bringing the func-
tioning of democratic in-
stitutions into disrepute.” 
Regardless, a law was 
framed to best ensure politi-
cal stability along with the 
safeguarding of people’s in-
terests. Yet today, the anti-
defection law has been re-
duced to a tool for the very 
political instability, irre-
sponsibility and opportun-
ism it aimed to avoid. Kar-
nataka, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajast-
han, and now Maharashtra 
- the political upheavals in 
these states in the last few 
years tell a common story 
of failure to uphold the ob-
jective of the anti-defection 
law. Each case highlights 
a different grey area of the 

anti-defection law. While 
the defections in all these 
states were unique in one 
way or the other, the thread 
that binds them is the role 
of external support to the 
defectors. It is hardly a sur-
prise that between 2016 and 
2020, 44.9% of the defected 
legislators of various states 
chose to re-contest elec-
tions by joining the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP). The 
trend is uniform - the BJP 
either rules by winning 
elections, or, in case it fails, 
by toppling democratically 
and constitutionally elected 
governments with the (mis)
use of political tools. For 
the majority government at 
the Centre, the use of ev-
ery tool - saam, daam dand, 
bhed - or, in a more contem-
porary setting, investigat-
ing agencies, pressure and 
inducement, comes easy as 
it circumvents the constitu-
tional morality of respecting 
the people’s mandate and 
rule of law. The defections 

in Maharashtra, as in the 
other states, are fuelled less 
by the state government’s 
[alleged] ineffectiveness 
and more by the central 
government’s interference. 
The Law As Intended The 
defections resurrect several 
important constitutional, 
jurisprudential and politi-
cal questions. The Tenth 
Schedule, read with Article 
102 and 192 of the Indian 
Constitution, was enacted 
to prevent the “aaya ram, 
gaya ram” tendencies of po-
litical representatives. The 
rationale was (and is) that 
most candidates are elected 
on the basis of their party. 
The party also arranges 
their election expenses, and 
they fight elections on the 
party’s manifesto. So, de-
fection means playing with 
the fundamental trust of the 
people. With newer ways 
being devised to evade the 
law, the effectiveness of the 
Tenth Schedule requires a 
revaluation. In the mean-

time, though, the law has 
to be implemented in letter 
and spirit. Reshaping the 
case of ‘Split’ as a ‘Merger’ 
Going by Paragraph 4 of the 
Tenth Schedule, defectors 
can escape disqualification 
only in the case of a merger. 
A merger refers to a situa-
tion where at least two-third 
MLAs of a political party 
either a) merge with anoth-
er political party or b) form 
a new political party. The 
Eknath Shinde camp claims 
the protection of Paragraph 
4 without satisfying any of 
these conditions. asku61bg 
The defections in Maha-
rashtra, as in the other states, 
are fuelled less by the state 
government’s [alleged] in-
effectiveness and more by 
the central government’s 
interference. It claims to be 
the “original Shiv Sena”, 
thereby eliminating the 
need to form a new political 
party.  It further claims to 
have “formed a coalition” 
with the BJP, also skirting 
the condition of “joining” 
other political party. So, on 
what ground can the Shinde 
faction claim protection un-
der Para 4, when there has 
been no merger at all? At-
tempts have also been made 
by the Eknath Shinde camp 
to showcase the entire epi-
sode as the party “choosing 
a new leader”. The choos-
ing of a new leader in line 
with any party’s inner de-
mocracy requires certain 
legitimate actions such as 
calling for an election, ta-
bling a resolution etc. In 
this case, there was no such 
democratic expression. It 

Congress Is Sending A Big 
Message To Opposition Parties

61 Much has been made 
of the fact that the Con-
gress chose to support the 
Trinamool Congress’s 
Yashwant Sinha rather 
than put up its own can-
didate for President and 
that it fielded party vet-
eran Margaret Alva as 
its vice presidential can-
didate even though both 
have been critics in the 
past. The former Finance 
Minister is a Chandra 
Shekhar acolyte who cut 
his teeth in the Janata 
party and later joined 
the BJP. In his days in 
the opposition, he was 
a trenchant critic of the 
Congress party and the 
government headed by it. 
Margaret Alva, too, has 
been an in-house critic 
of the Congress on oc-
casion. Regardless, it 
was the Congress that 
proposed her name at 
Sunday’s meeting of op-
position leaders called by 
NCP chief Sharad Pawar. 
Mallikarjun Kharge, 
Leader of Opposition in 
Rajya Sabha and senior 
Congress leader, suggest-
ed her name. Mr Kharge 
had consulted both Con-
gress president Sonia 
Gandhi and Rahul Gan-
dhi before the meeting. 
Before Sunday, opposi-
tion leaders had infor-
mally discussed several 
names. Sitaram Yechury, 
the CPI(M) general 
secretary, had sounded 
out former Chief Elec-

tion Commissioner SY 
Quraishi, who politely 
declined. At one stage, 
Mehbooba Mufti’s name 
also came up but she, too, 
was disinclined to enter 
the race. On a Presiden-
tial candidate, the Con-
gress made it clear at the 
outset that it would be 
happy to go along with 
any candidate the rest 
of the opposition agreed 
upon. The move allowed 
both Mamata Banerjee 
and Sharad Pawar to 
take the lead. Though the 
Telangana Rashtra Sami-
ti (TRS) and Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) skipped the 
meeting called by Mama-
ta Banerjee saying they 
did not want to share a 
platform with the Con-
gress, both parties were 
eventually persuaded to 
vote for Yashwant Sinha. 
The only condition put 
forward by the Congress 
and the Left was that the 
former Finance Minis-
ter should resign from 

the Trinamool Congress 
before filing his nomi-
nation, something that 
he readily did with the 
approval of the Mamata 
Banerjee, the Trinamool 
chief. Significantly, nei-
ther has the Trinamool 
announced its support for 
Margaret Alva, nor did 
its representative attend 
the meeting in which her 
name was announced. 
Sharad Pawar’s attempts 
to contact Mamata Baner-
jee on the phone proved 
futile - the explanation 
put out by the party was 
that she was busy with 
some party programme. 
Various reasons are be-
ing ascribed to the Con-
gress party’s decisions on 
the Presidential and Vice 
Presidential candidates. 
To my mind, three fac-
tors clinched its strategy. 
One, in both cases the 
numbers weighed heav-
ily in favor of the NDA 
candidate. No matter 
who the opposition put 

up, the fight would be 
symbolic. Two, despite 
being the largest party 
in the opposition, the 
Congress neither has the 
numbers nor the politi-
cal heft to dictate terms. 
The leadership thought it 
prudent to play a support-
ing role and allow others 
to take the lead. Third, 
the Congress leadership 
also appears to be hint-
ing that for the sake of 
opposition unity, it will 
not insist on pole posi-
tion every time. There 
are, however, those who 
believe that the Congress 
leadership’s decision to 
back Yashwant Sinha and 
Alva is a sign of their 
diminishing clout, even 
among opposition par-
ties. There is absolutely 
no denying the fact that 
ground has slipped from 
under the Congress’s feet 
and it is now the weakest 
version of a once-mighty 
party that ruled the Cen-
tre and large swathes of 
the country. Even when 
the BJP was in power 
earlier under Atal Behari 
Vajpayee (1999 to 2004), 
it was the Congress led 
by Sonia Gandhi that was 
the fulcrum of opposition 
parties. Sonia Gandhi 
took the lead in setting 
up the UPA and bringing 
together a large number 
of parties opposed to the 
BJP. In doing so, she also 
showed a remarkable.
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Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin Gets Its First 
NASA Contract For Mars Mission

Washington: Blue Origin, 
the private space compa-
ny founded by billionaire 
Jeff Bezos, was awarded 
its first interplanetary 
NASA contract on Thurs-
day to launch a mission 
next year to study the 
magnetic field around 
Mars, the US space agen-
cy and company said. 
Plans call for Blue Ori-
gin’s recently developed 
New Glenn heavy-lift 
rocket to blast off with 
NASA’s dual-spacecraft 
ESCAPADE mission in 
late 2024 from the Cape 
Canaveral Space Force 
Station in Florida, the 
agency said. It will take 
the identical twin ESCA-
PADEs, short for Escape 
and Plasma Acceleration 
and Dynamics Explorers, 
about 11 months to reach 
Mars orbit, where they 
will capture data from the 
planet’s magnetosphere 
and its interactions with 
solar radiation. New 
Glenn, with a reusable 
first stage designed to be 

flown on at least 25 mis-
sions, is named for pio-
neering NASA astronaut 
John Glenn, who became 
the first American to orbit 
Earth in 1962. Blue Ori-
gin has flown previous 
NASA missions with its 
smaller, suborbital New 
Shepard rocket, which 
can carry research pay-
loads on short, micro-
gravity trips to the edge 
of space and back. But 
ESCAPADE gives Blue 
Origin another line of 
business with a valuable 
government customer as 
Bezos’ rocket company 

begins to compete with 
SpaceX, United Launch 
Alliance and other major 
players for flights to low-
Earth orbit and beyond. 
Blue Origin, known for 
its astro-tourism business 
for wealthy customers 
and celebrities, is one of 
13 firms NASA chose last 
year for its Venture-class 
Acquisition of Dedicated 
and Rideshare missions 
(VADR) program. VADR 
essentially is intended to 
spur private development 
of private space launch 
vehicles.

New Delhi: Rescue Op-
erations are underway in 
Turkey and Syria after 
the devastating earth-
quake in which over 
20,000 people lost their 
lives. India is assisting 
Turkey in its relief ef-
forts. The Indian Army 
has deployed disaster 
relief teams and set up a 
field hospital to help the 
victims of the natural 
disaster. Amid the tragic 
news of loss and grief, a 
heartwarming photo of a 
Turkish woman kissing 
an Indian woman soldier 
on the cheek to thank her 
has been gaining traction. 
The warm gesture by the 
Turkish woman shows 
compassion for people 
beyond borders and her 
gratitude for India’s help 
during a humanitarian 
crisis. The Additional Di-
rectorate General of Pub-
lic Information (ADG 
PI) of the Indian Army 
shared the picture on 
Twitter with the caption, 
“We care.” by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 

Like Elecrama 2023 – 
Powering the Future of 
Energy Elecrama.com 
Investment opportunity 
only for Senior India 
Citizens! Hoxton Capital 
External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar on Thurs-
day said that the army 
field hospital has been set 
up as part of India’s ‘Op-
eration Dost’ in Turkey. 
He also shared photos of 
the facility. Jaishankar on 
Thursday said the sixth 
plane from India carry-

ing rescue personnel, 
essentials, and medical 
equipment for earth-
quake relief efforts has 
reached Turkey.The sixth 
flight carries more res-
cue teams, dog squads, 
and essential medicines 
for the quake-hit coun-
try. The combined death 
toll in the deadly Turk-
key-Syri earthquakes 
has climbed to at least 
21,051, news agency 
CNN reported citing au-
thorities on Friday. At 

least 17,674 people have 
died and 72,879 people 
have been injured in Tur-
key, according to Vice 
President Fuat Oktay on 
Thursday. In the contrast, 
according to the White 
Helmets civil rescue or-
ganization, in Syria, at 
least 3,377 individuals 
were killed, including 
2,030 in rebel-held ar-
eas in the northwest and 
1,347 in government-
controlled areas, as re-
ported by Syrian.

Deadlock Continues as Pakistan, IMF 
Fail to Reach Staff-Level Pact

ISLAMABAD: The 
deadlock persists be-
tween Pakistan and Inter-
national Monetary Fund 
as the two sides have 
failed to reach the staff-
level agreement to unlock 
the USD 1.1 billion loan 
tranche after 10 days of 
“tough” talks, The News 
International reported. 
The development comes 
as negotiations, which 
took place between IMF 
and Pakistan from Janu-
ary 31 to February 9, 
concluded in Islamabad. 
The IMF’s mission had 
arrived in Islamabad to 
hold talks with Pakistani 
authorities. Pakistan Fi-
nance Minister Ishaq 
Dar was due to hold a 
press conference for the 

resumption of the pro-
gramme. However, he 
has not made an official 
announcement regarding 
the matter. In a statement 
released late Thursday 
night, Pakistan`s Secre-
tary of Finance Hamed 
Sheikh, without reveal-
ing details said that “an 
agreement has already 
been struck with the IMF 
on prerequisite mea-
sures,” as per the TNI 
report. by TaboolaSpon-
sored LinksYou May 
Like Journalists claim 
China bought out this 
global health organisa-
tion Daily Mail Modular 
Kitchens starting at 1.75 
Lakhs HomeLane “The 
negotiations with the 
IMF have been complet-

ed. The IMF has handed 
over the MEFP [Memo-
randum of Economic 
and Financial Policies] 
document [to Pakistan],” 
he further said. Hamed 
Sheikh announced that 
the international credi-
tor has told Pakistani 
authorities of striking 
a staff-level pact in the 
coming days and the 
“agreement for releas-
ing the loan will also be 
signed soon,” as per the 
news report. Sheikh said, 
“All matters between the 
IMF and Pakistan have 
been agreed upon,” not-
ing that the IMF has 
also analysed sources of 
foreign inflows. He fur-
ther said that the IMF 
mission, headed by Na-
than Porter, will release 
a detailed statement 
later after approval from 
Washington. During the 
policy-level talks, the 
IMF expressed its reser-
vations over the projec-
tions made by Pakistan’s 
Ministry of Finance over 
external financing in-
flows from multilateral, 

bilateral creditors and 
commercial loans. The 
IMF’s loan is critical for 
Pakistan’s economy as 
the State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP)-held foreign 
exchange reserves have 
dropped to USD 2.91 bil-
lion. The USD 6 billion 
bailout package has been 
repeatedly stalled after 
former Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan-led 
government reneged on 
subsidy agreements and 
failed on its tax collec-
tion commitments out-
lined in the deal. Pakistan 
PM Shehbaz Sharif-led 
government resumed the 
programme and received 
around USD 1.17 bil-
lion in August. Later, the 
programme stalled again 
in September at the time 
of the ninth review as 
the Pakistani authorities 
failed to live up to its 
commitments with the 
IMF and initiated some 
fiscal measures in contra-
vention of the conditions 
agreed, as per the news 
report. Later, the Paki-
stan government.

Why A Russian Woman Fed Poisoned 
Cheesecake To Her American Lookalike

‘China’s Irresponsible Actions are Visible to the World’: 
US State Department on Chinese Spy Balloon

Washington: US will 
look at continuing the 
broader efforts to ex-
pose and address China’s 
larger surveillance ac-
tivities that pose a threat 
to its security and that 
to its allies, US State 
Department spokesper-
son Ned Price said in a 
press briefing. Ned Price 
said that the US explor-
ing taking action against 
Chinese entities linked 
to the People’s Libera-
tion Army that supported 
the balloon`s incursion 
into US airspace. The 
statement of Price comes 
after the US last week 
shot down a suspected 
Chinese spy balloon that 
hovered in its skies for 
a few days. US defends 
shooting down Chinese 
spy balloon “We are al-
ways going to protect 
our interests, we did so 
in the tactical case of this 
balloon. We also said in 
the release that you men-

tioned we are exploring 
taking an action against 
PRC entities linked to the 
PLA that supported the 
balloon`s incursion into 
US airspace,” Ned Price 
said. “We will look at 
continuing these broader 
efforts to expose and to 
address PRC`s larger 
surveillance activities 
that pose a threat to our 
national security and that 
to our allies and partners 
as well,” he added. Ad-
dressing a press brief-
ing, Ned Price said that 
China acted “irresponsi-
bly” by violating the US 
sovereignty, calling it a 
“profoundly irrespon-
sible act.” He stated that 
China`s “irresponsible 
actions” were visible to 
the US and to the world. 
He said that the US has 
been engaging with 
40 nations regarding 
China`s balloon incident. 
“China acted irrespon-
sibly by violating our 

sovereignty. This was a 
profoundly irresponsible 
act in response to which 
we acted responsibly 
to protect our interests. 
This is not something 
that only the American 
people have been able to 
see in recent days,” Ned 
Price said. by Taboola-
Sponsored LinksYou 
May Like Click here to 
see new Investment op-
portunities for Indians. 
Hoxton Capital Road-
map to Data Science 
Jobs Abroad Scaler Data 
Science ‘China’s irre-
sponsible actions were 
visible to us’: Ned Price 
“China`s irresponsible 
actions were visible to 
us but also to the world 
and China has a lot to 
answer for they are pre-
sumably getting ques-
tions from countries all 
over the world about the 
nature of this program 
about these violations of 
some 40 countries across 

five continents as we said 
earlier today,” he added. 
Expressing his remarks 
on engaging with part-
ners of the US on the is-
sue, Ned Price said, “We 
have engaged with them 
via the state department 
in Washington and our 
embassies around the 
world. This is a program 
that threatened and vio-
lated our sovereignty but 
the sovereignty of dozens 
of countries.” He further 
said, “We think it`s im-
portant to share what it 
is that we know to hear 
questions.

 and to answer questions 
from allies and partners 
around the world and to 
approach this challenge 
as we have many other 
challenges we face from 
the PRC with allies and 
partners by our side.” 
US State Department 
Spokesperson Ned Price 
did not reveal the names 
of countries that the US 
has engaged with. He fur-
ther said, “These coun-
tries are free to speak to 
what has happened to 
them should they choose 
to do so.” Earlier on Feb-
ruary 4, US Secretary.

New York: A Russian-
born woman was convict-
ed by a US court Thurs-
day of trying to kill her 
American lookalike with 
poisoned cheesecake and 
then stealing her identity. 
Viktoria Nasyrova, 47, 
was found guilty of at-
tempted murder by a jury 
in New York, the district 
attorney for the city’s 
borough of Queens said 

in a statement. Nasyrova 
visited the home of her 
then 35-year-old victim 
in August 2016 bearing 
the gift of a cheesecake. 
At the time, the pair re-
sembled one another -- 
both spoke Russian, had 
dark hair, the same skin 
complexion and shared 
other physical traits -- the 
trial heard. The woman 
ate the dessert and began 

to feel sick before pass-
ing out. The next day, 
a friend discovered the 
victim unconscious. Pills 
were scattered around her 
to make it look like she 
had tried to kill herself, 
prosecutors said. When 
the victim returned home 
after treatment in hospi-
tal, she discovered her 
passport and employment 
authorization card were 
missing, along with jew-
elry and other valuables. 
Law enforcement agents 
tested the cheesecake 
and found that it was 
laced with Phenazepam, 
a highly potent sedative, 
according to the DA’s of-
fice. Nasyrova, who lives 
in Brooklyn, was also 
convicted of assault, un-
lawful imprisonment and 
theft. She is due to be 
sentenced on March 21 
and faces up to 25 years 
in prison.

US to provide $85 million to earthquake-hit Turkey, 
Syria. Which other nations have offered to help?

The United States said on 
Thursday (February 9) 
that it would provide $85 
million in urgent human-
itarian to earthquake-rav-
aged Turkey and Syria. 
The announcement (to 
provide the aid) was 
made by the US Agency 
for International Devel-
opment (USAID) Ac-
cording to a statement, 
the USAID said, “This 
new funding is support-
ing USAID’s humanitar-
ian partners to deliver 
urgently-needed aid for 
millions of people in Tür-
kiye and in Syria. USAID 
is providing emergency 
food and shelter for refu-
gees and newly displaced 
people, winter supplies 
to help families brave the 
cold, critical health care 
services to provide trau-
ma support, safe drinking 
water to prevent disease, 
and hygiene and sanita-
tion assistance to keep 
people safe and healthy.” 
The USAID said that its 

Disaster Assistance Re-
sponse Team (DART) 
mobilised hours after the 
earthquakes, adding the 
top priority was to ramp 
up search and rescue op-
erations for those trapped 
in the rubble. The agency 
added that the DART was 
operating out of Adiya-
man, Adana, and Ankara 
and comprised nearly 
200 people, including 
disaster experts from the 
USAID’s Bureau for Hu-
manitarian Assistance, as 
well as 159 search and 
rescue members and 12 

canines. | Turkey earth-
quake: India’s NDRF 
rescues six-year-old girl 
“USAID commends the 
outpouring of support 
from around the world, 
and we welcome contri-
butions of other donors 
to continue scaling up as-
sistance to reach the peo-
ple who need it most,” 
Thursday’s statement 
added. Aid announce-
ment made shortly af-
ter Blinken spoke with 
Turkish minister The 
announcement of the hu-
manitarian aid was made 

shortly after US Sec-
retary of State Antony 
Blinken spoke with Tur-
key’s Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu. On 
Thursday, US State De-
partment spokesperson 
Ned Price told a daily 
briefing that Blinken’s 
call with Cavusoglu was 
to understand from Tur-
key “what they would 
like to see from the Unit-
ed States” in terms of as-
sistance from the United 
States in the aftermath 
of the disaster, news 
agency Reuters reported. 
“The foreign minister 
(Cavusoglu) did offer to 
Secretary Blinken some 
specifics. We will do ev-
erything we possibly can 
to fulfil the needs that 
the Turks have put for-
ward,” Price said, adding 
that Washington was also 
sending concrete break-
ers, generators, medi-
cal supplies, tents, water 
and water purification 
systems. Which other 

countries have offered 
to help? Apart from the 
United States, several 
other countries have of-
fered to help Turkey 
and Syria. The names of 
the countries are as fol-
lows- the United King-
dom (UK), India, Italy, 
France, Spain, Russia, 
Israel, Germany, Poland, 
Greece, Japan, Austria, 
Romania, South Korea, 
Pakistan, Switzerland, 
China, Mexico, New 
Zealand, Jordan, Iran, 
Iraq, Egypt, Lebanon, 
Czech Republic, Serbia 
and Croatia.  Turkey-Syr-
ia earthquake: Thousands 
express willingness to 
adopt ‘miracle’ baby girl 
born under rubble Mean-
while, the World Bank 
also said that it would 
give $1.78 billion in aid 
to Turkey to help with re-
lief and recovery efforts. 
Turkey-Syria quake 
death toll tops 21,000 A 
total of 21,051 people 
have been killed.

Earthquake Rescue Ops: Turkish Woman 
Kisses Female Indian Soldier on Cheek
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Redmi Note 12 Pro+ 5G India 
Price, RAM and Storage

Redmi Note 12 Pro+ 5G 
price in India along with 
RAM and storage con-
figurations have been 
leaked online ahead of 
the smartphone’s launch 
in India on January 5. The 
upcoming Redmi Note 
12 Pro+ 5G is tipped to 
come in three RAM and 
storage options with up to 
12GB of onboard mem-
ory and up to 256GB of 
storage. It is said to go 
on sale starting January 
11. The Redmi Note 12 
Pro+ 5G is confirmed 
to feature a 200-mega-
pixel triple rear camera 
unit. The handset was 
launched in China in Oc-
tober alongside the Red-
mi Note 12 and Note 12 
Pro. Redmi Note 12 Pro+ 

price in India (rumoured) 
Tipster Paras Guglani (@
passionategeekz) tweeted 
the India price details 
and specifications of the 
Redmi Note 12 Pro+ 5G 
on Monday. According to 
him, the Redmi handset 
will be priced between 
Rs. 24,999 for the base 
6GB RAM + 128GB 
storage model. The 8GB 
RAM + 256GB storage 
variant costs Rs. 26,999, 
while the 12GB RAM 
+ 256GB storage model 
could be priced at Rs. 
28,999. These prices are 
said to include bank of-
fers. It is tipped to go on 
sale starting January 11. 
The Redmi Note 12 Pro+ 
5G was launched in China 
in October with a starting 

price tag of CNY 2,099 
(roughly Rs. 23,000) for 
the 8GB RAM + 256GB 
storage variant. It will 
be launched in India on 
January 5.Redmi Note 
12 Pro+ specifications 
(expected) The Chinese 
variant of Redmi Note 12 
Pro+ runs on MIUI 13 and 
features 6.67-inch full-
HD (1,080x2,400 pixels) 
OLED display with up to 
120Hz refresh rate. It is 
powered by an octa-core 
6nm MediaTek Dimensi-
ty 1080 SoC with a Mali-
G68 GPU, coupled with 
up to 12GB LPDDR4X 
RAM. For optics, Redmi 
Note 12 Pro+ has a triple 
rear camera setup that in-
cludes a 200-megapixel 
primary sensor with OIS 
capabilities, an 8-mega-
pixel ultra-wide-angle 
camera, and a 2-mega-
pixel macro lens. For 
selfies and video chats, 
there is a 16-megapixel 
sensor at the front. It is 
backed by a 5,000mAh 
battery with support for 
120W fast charging.

Nintendo Direct 2023: From Minecraft 
Legends to Super Mario Advance 4,

Nintendo today hosted 
its annual Nintendo Di-
rect 2023 event today 
wherein the company 
announced all the new 
games that will be com-
ing to its gaming plat-
forms, which includes 
Nintendo Online and 
Nintendo Switch, in the 
first half of 2023. During 
its 40-minute-long event, 
which was streamed live 
on the company’s web-
site and its Facebook 
and YouTube channels, 
the company announced 
the availability of sev-
eral popular gaming titles 
such as Metroid Prime 
Remastered, The Legend 
of Zelda: Tears of the 
Kingdom and Minecraft 
Legends. Nintendo also 
shared details about the 
select Game Boy games 
that will join the Nin-
tendo Switch Online ser-
vice. Also Read - Sony 
launches new Walkman 
NW-A306 with touch-
screen display in India In 
case you missed watch-
ing Nintendo Direct 2023 
event live, here is a quick 
recap of all the major an-

nouncements from the 
event. Also Read - Win-
dows 11 hacks: How to 
factory reset your PC 
Everything announced at 
Nintendo Direct 2023 — 
Metroid Prime Remas-
tered: The digital version 
of Metroid Prime Remas-
tered will be available in 
Nintendo eShop and in 
the My Nintendo Store 
on Nintendo.com start-
ing today and the physi-
cal version of the game 
will be available in stores 
starting February 22. Also 
Read - New OTT releases 
to watch this month: You 
Season 4, Love Shaadi 
Drama, and more — The 
Legend of Zelda: Tears 
of the Kingdom: The 
standard version of the 
game will be available 
at a price of $69.99. The 
Legend of Zelda: Tears of 
the Kingdom Collector’s 
Edition will be available 
at a price of $129.99 and 
it includes a physical ver-
sion of the game, an art-
book with concept art, a 
Steelbook case, an Icon-
art steel poster and a set 
of four pin badges. The 

Legend of Zelda: Tears of 
the Kingdom launches on 
Nintendo Switch on May 
12 and the pre-orders for 
the game have begun 
in theNintendo eShop, 
at retail and in the My 
Nintendo Store on Nin-
tendo.com. — Pikmin 
4: Pikmin 4 will arrive 
on Nintendo Switch on 
July 21, and it is up for 
pre-orders in Nintendo 
eShop, at retail and in 
the My Nintendo Store 
on Nintendo.com starting 
today. — Disney Illusion 

Island: Disney Illusion 
Island will be available 
exclusively on Nintendo 
Switch on July 28, and 
it is up for pre-orders in 
Nintendo eShop, at retail 
and in the My Nintendo 
Store on Nintendo.com 
starting today. — OC-
TOPATH TRAVELER 
II: It will be launching 
on Nintendo Switch on 
February 24, and a demo 
of the game contain-
ing the game’s opening 
hours will be available 
in Nintendo eShop start-

ing today. — Samba de 
Amigo: Party Central: 
It will be available on 
Nintendo Switch this 
summer. — Game Boy 
and Game Boy Advance 
games: Select Game Boy 
games are being added 
to Nintendo Switch On-
line. Players can play 
these games on Nintendo 
Switch anytime, any-
where. Here are all the 
Game Boy games head-
ing to Nintendo Switch: 
Tetris, Super Mario Land 
2 – 6 Golden Coins, The 
Legend of Zelda: Link’s 
Awakening DX, GAR-
GOYLE’S QUEST, 
Game & Watch Gallery 
3, Alone in the Dark: The 
New Nightmare, Metroid 
II – Return of Samus, 
Wario Land 3 and Kir-
by’s Dream Land. Here 
are all the Game Boy Ad-
vance games heading to 
Nintendo Switch Online: 
Super Mario Advance 
4: Super Mario Bros 3, 
WarioWare, Inc: Mega 
Microgame$, Kuru Kuru 
Kururin, Mario Kart: Su-
per Circuit.

OnePlus 11 5G vs OnePlus 
11R 5G: What’s different?

OnePlus recently hosted a 
global launch event where-
in the company launched 
its flagship OnePlus 11 5G 
smartphone. In India, the 
company introduced anoth-
er smartphone dubbed as the 
OnePlus 11R 5G. Both the 
phones, that is, the OnePlus 
11 5G and the OnePlus 11R 
5G look quite similar. They 
both feature a side-mounted 
triple rear camera setup that 
is placed inside a circular 
camera module and come 
with a 5,000mAh battery 
with support for 100W Su-
per VOOC charging capa-
bilities. Additionally, both 
these smartphones come 
with a glass back and a 6.7-
inch Super Fluid AMOLED 
display. Despite these simi-
larities, both these smart-
phones are vastly different. 
Also Read - WhatsApp now 
lets you share voice notes 
as Status, here is how it 
works So, if you are con-
fused regarding the differ-
ences between the OnePlus 
11 5G and the OnePlus 11R 

5G smartphones, here is an 
easy guide that will help 
you understand the similari-
ties and differences better. 
Also Read - Oppo Reno 8T 
5G review: Upping the style 
quotient in the mid-range 
segment OnePlus 11 5G 
vs OnePlus 11R 5G: Specs 
compared OnePlus 11 5G 
vs OnePlus 11R 5G: Design 
Also Read - Latest Google 
Chrome version will not 
support Windows 8.1 or 
lower Both the phones, that 
is, the OnePlus 11 5G and 
the OnePlus 11R 5G follow 

the same design language. 
Both the phones come with 
a glass back with a metallic 
chassis. Both these phones 
have a circular camera mod-
ule that is connected to the 
chassis. However, the One-
Plus 11 5G’s rear camera 
module comes with Has-
selblad branding owing to 
cameras in the phone being 
designed in collaboration 
with Hasselblad. OnePlus 
11R 5G, on the other hand, 
comes with no such brand-
ing.

Meta restores Donald Trump’s access to 
Facebook, Instagram after 2-year suspension

Meta Platforms Inc 
has restored former 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s access to Face-
book and Instagram, 
Meta spokesperson 
Andy Stone confirmed 
on Thursday, following 
a two-year suspension 
after the deadly Capitol 
Hill riot on January 6, 
2021. Also Read - How 
to stop sharing Instagram 

stories to Facebook Meta 
restores Donald Trump’s 
Facebook, and Insta-
gram accounts As per the 
company, now that he 
has completed the time 
period of the suspension 
i.e. 2 years, Meta is re-
instating his accounts. 
The company has now 
reviewed Trump’s case 
and has reached the con-
clusion that he no longer 

poses a serious risk to 
public safety. Also Read 
- Instagram co-founders 
announce Artifact, a Tik-
Tok-like app for text For 
the unversed, Trump’s ac-
counts on Instagram and 
Facebook were suspend-
ed indefinitely in 2021 
“following his praise for 
people engaged in vio-
lence at the Capitol on 
January 6, 2021”. Also 

Read - Instagram: How 
to use the new dynamic 
profile photo feature 
Nick Klegg, President, 
Global Affairs, Meta, 
said in a statement, “Like 
any other Facebook 
or Instagram user, Mr. 
Trump is subject to our 
Community Standards. 
In light of his violations, 
he now also faces height-
ened penalties for repeat 
offenses — penalties 
which will apply to oth-
er public figures whose 
accounts are reinstated 
from suspensions relat-
ed to civil unrest under 
our updated protocol.” 
Meta in January said it 
would lift Trump’s sus-
pension “in the coming 
weeks” and would insti-
tute heightened penalties 
of a suspension between 
one month and two years 
if the former president 
violated its content poli-

cies again. Klegg in the 
blogpost also revealed 
that the platform might 
restrict the distribution 
of Trump’s posts based 
on the situation. “In the 
event that Mr. Trump 
posts content that violates 
the letter of the Commu-
nity Standards but, under 
our newsworthy content 
policy, we assess there 
is a public interest in 
knowing that Mr. Trump 
made the statement that 
outweighs any potential 
harm, we may similarly 
opt to restrict the distri-
bution of such posts but 
leave them visible on 
Mr. Trump’s account.” 
Trump now regains ac-
cess to key platforms for 
voter outreach and politi-
cal fundraising ahead of 
another run for the White 
House in 2024. He had 
23 million followers on 
Instagram and 34 million 

Airtel’s 5G services to arrive 
in 300 cities in India

Bharti Airtel launched 
its 5G service, dubbed as 
Airtel 5G Plus, in India in 
October 2022 shortly after 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi inaugurated the ser-
vice at India Mobile Con-
gress 2022. Since then, the 
company has rolled out its 
5G service in over 90 cit-
ies across the country and 
it is increasing this head 
count steadily. Now, a new 
report says that Airtel is 
targeting to make its 5G 
service available in 300 
cities by March 2023. Also 
Read - Twitter Blue users 

can now write 4,000-char-
acter tweets: Check details 
Bharti Airtel Managing Di-
rector Gopal Vittal, while 
announcing the results for 
the third quarter of the year 
in an earnings call, said that 
Airtel is targeting to roll out 
its 5G Plus service in 300 
cities by the end of March 
2023. He also said that at 
the moment, the company is 
focusing on the areas where 
the demand for 4G services 
is already high to roll out 
its 5G services. Also Read 
- Airtel 5G Plus is now 
available in four cities in 

Himachal Pradesh: Check 
availability here “We are al-
ready seeing traffic offloads 
happening from 4G to 5G 
in some areas, and this is 
where we will go with 5G,” 
Vittal said during the earn-
ings call, as reported by The 
Economic Times Telecom 
Talking about Airtel’s 5G 
services in rural parts of 
the country, the Airtel In-
dia MD said that the avail-
ability of Airtel 5G Plus 
in smaller town and cities 
will depend on how fast the 
device ecosystem matures 
to upgrade from 4G to 5G 
devices. The company is 
also planning to expand 
the coverage of its services 
in around 60,000 villages 
across the country where 
the company is not present 
yet. Furthermore, he said 
that the company had iden-
tified top 150 cities in the 
country that would make up 
to 40 percent of the Indian 
telecom market across seg-
ments and services such as 
mobile telephony, B2B use-
cases, broadband and DTH 
to name a few.

Twitter Failed to Submit Complete Report on 
Efforts to Combat Online Disinformation, EU Says

Twitter failed to provide 
a full report to the Eu-
ropean Union on its ef-
forts to combat online 
disinformation, drawing 
a rebuke Thursday from 
top officials of the 27-na-
tion bloc. The company 
signed up to the EU’s 
voluntary 2022 Code of 
Practice on Disinforma-
tion last year — before 
billionaire Tesla CEO 
Elon Musk bought the 
social media platform. 
All who signed up to the 
code, including online 
platforms, ad-tech com-
panies and civil society, 
agreed to commit to mea-
sures aimed at reducing 
disinformation. They 
filed their first “baseline” 
reports last month show-
ing how they’re living up 
to their promises. Twit-
ter Lags Behind Google, 
Meta and TikTok in Dis-
information Efforts: EU 
Google, TikTok, Micro-
soft as well as Facebook 

and Instagram parent 
Meta showed “strong 
commitment to the re-
porting,” providing un-
precedented detail about 
how they’re putting into 
action their pledges to 
fight false information, 
according to the Europe-
an Commission, the EU’s 
executive arm. Twitter, 
however, “provided lit-
tle specific information 
and no targeted data,” it 
said. “I am disappointed 
to see that Twitter report 
lags behind others and 
I expect a more serious 
commitment to their ob-
ligations stemming from 
the Code,” Vera Jou-
rova, the commission’s 
executive vice president 
for values and transpar-
ency, said in a statement. 
“ Russia is engaged also 
in a full-blown disinfor-
mation war and the plat-
forms need to live up to 
their responsibilities.” In 
its baseline report, Twit-

ter said it’s “making real 
advancements across the 
board” at fighting disin-
formation. The document 
came in at 79 pages, at 
least half the length of 
those filed by Google, 
Meta, Microsoft, and 
TikTok. Twitter Blue 
Subscriptions Rolling 
Out in India at This Price 
Twitter did not respond 
to a request for further 
comment. The social 
media company’s press 
office was shut down 
and its communications 
team laid off after Musk 
bought it last year. Others 
whose job it was to keep 
harmful information off 
the platform have been 
laid off or quit. EU lead-
ers have grown alarmed 
about fake information 
thriving on online plat-
forms, especially about 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and Russian propaganda 
amid the war in Ukraine. 
Last year, the code was 

strengthened by connect-
ing it with the upcoming 
Digital Services Act, new 
rules aimed at getting Big 
Tech companies to clean 
up their platforms or 
face big fines. But there 
are concerns about what 
shows up on Twitter after 
Musk ended enforcement 
of its policy against CO-
VID-19 misinformation 
and other moves such as 
dissolvin. its Trust and 
Safety Council that ad-
vised on problems like 

hate speech and other 
harmful content. Twitter 
to Restore Services Af-
ter Outage, Elon Musk 
Says An EU evaluation 
done last spring before 
Musk bought Twitter and 
released in November 
found the platform took 
longer to review hateful 
content and removed less 
of it in 2022 compared 
with the previous year. 
Most other tech compa-
nies.



10 Business Indian Horizon
         Saturday February- 11 -2023

No Coercive Action Against 
Flipkart Till February 24

Bengaluru: The Income 
Tax department has as-
sured the High Court of 
Karnataka that no coer-
cive action will be taken 
against Flipkart India 
Private Limited on the 
demand notices issued by 
the Assistant Commis-
sioner of Income-Tax for 
₹ 1,100 crore. The com-
pany had filed two writ 
petitions challenging the 
demand notices issued on 
January 31, 2023 for the 
assessment years 2016-
17 and 2018-19. Justice 
BM Shyam Prasad, in his 
interim order on Febru-
ary 6, 2023 recorded the 
Department’s assurance 
against coercive action 
till the next date of hear-
ing on February 24. “The 

submission on behalf 
of the respondent is that 
there cannot be any pro-
hibition in law against 
issuance of notice, but 
during the appeal period, 
no coercive measure may 
be taken and as such, 

coercive measures will 
not be taken,” the court 
recorded in its interim 
order. “This assurance 
shall be in force until 
the next date of hearing, 
and the office is directed 
to re-list this petition on 

24.02.2023,” the HC 
said The Department had 
disallowed ESOP cross 
charges amounting to ₹ 
4,500 crore for 2016-17 
and ₹ 180 crore for 2018-
19. It had thus upheld the 
addition of capitalising 
discount as marketing in-
tangibles. Senior counsel 
Tarun Gulati appeared 
for Flipkart. The standing 
counsel for the Depart-
ment, K V Aravind was 
called upon to accept the 
notice. The court tagged 
the two petitions filed by 
Flipkart together “in the 
light of the petitioner’s 
grievance that notices as 
per Annexure-B in both 
these petitions are issued 
within the time allowed.

Yahoo Latest Firm to Join Sacking Spree, 
Company to Fire 20% of Employees

New Delhi: This year, a 
number of businesses, 
including Amazon and 
Google, have let go of 
thousands of employees. 
Yahoo is the next in this 
long series. As part of a 
significant restructuring 
of its ad tech division, 
Yahoo on Thursday said 
that it has opted to lay off 
more than 20 percent of 
the total workforce, join-
ing other internet titans 
in the move. By the end 
of the year, this round of 
layoffs will affect nearly 
half of the ad tech work-
force, including nearly 
1,000 workers this week, 
the business said. Ac-
cording to Yahoo, the 
decision will allow the 
company to concentrate 
its efforts and financial 

resources on its demand-
side platform, or DSP, 
which is its primary ad 
business. Apollo Global 
Management, a private 
equity group, acquired 
the business in 2021 after 
purchasing Yahoo for $5 
billion. (Also Read: Dell 
to Slash About 6,650 
Jobs in Latest Tech Job 
Cuts) According to Re-
uters, the company’s 
round of layoffs occurs at 
a time when many adver-
tisers are reducing their 
marketing budgets as a 
result of record-high in-
flation rates and worries 
about a recession. (Also 
Read: UP Rolls Out Red 
Carpet for Global Inves-
tors Summit 2023) The 
news was initially re-
ported by Axios, which 

predicted that the lay-
offs will alter Yahoo’s 
long-running strategy 
of directly challenging 
Google and Meta for su-
premacy in digital adver-
tising. Jim Lanzone, the 
CEO of Yahoo, claimed 
that strategy shifts rather 
than financial difficulties 
led to layoffs. The report 
quotes Lanzone as saying 
that these layoffs will be 
“very advantageous for 
the overall profitability 
of Yahoo.” It will enable 

the organisation to make 
greater investments in 
other lucrative business 
ventures. It stated that 14 
percent of the company’s 
anticipated employment 
cutbacks will be made in 
this phase, with the re-
maining 8% or more tak-
ing place in the second 
half of the year. Although 
Lanzone did not pro-
vide an exact number of 
people who would be af-
fected, she did state that 
more than 50%.

4 Stocks Declaring More than 500% 
Dividend In February 2023

Many economists and in-
vestors believe that 2023 
will be a tumultuous year. 
There is no way to pre-
dict where the stock mar-
ket or the economy will 
go, given the high level 
of inflation and a Fed-
eral Reserve that appears 
committed to combating 
it whether or not a cheer-
ful arrival is possible. 
Due to this ambiguity, a 
lot of individual investors 
managing their portfolios 
are skeptical about where 
to invest extra funds in 
2023. One method to 
gain the inflation-fighting 
advantages of equities is 
to seek stocks that have 
historically outperformed 
when inflation is high. 
A great strategy to over-
come this difficulty is 
also a great way to gen-
erate consistent, long-
term investment income. 
This method entails in-
vesting in stocks that 
not only pay dividends 
but also pay increasing 
and steady amounts over 

time. Historically, buy-
ing dividend stocks has 
helped insulate investors 
against inflation. If you 
are considering investing 
in dividend stocks to beat 
inflation, here are four 
stocks paying more than 
500% dividends in Feb-
ruary 2023. #1 TV Today 
Network First on the list 
is TV Today Network. 
The company’s board 
has approved a special 
interim dividend of ₹ 67 
per equity share, which 
is 1,340% of the face 
value of the company’s 
shares. The record date 
for the same is 13 Feb-
ruary 2023. TV Today 
Network has maintained 
a good record of divi-
dends and consistently 
declared dividends for 
the last five years. It has 
declared a total of 21 div-
idends since 2004. The 
five-year average divi-
dend payout ratio stands 
at 27.6%. The dividend 
yield over the past five 
years has averaged 3.3%. 

TV Today Network is 
engaged in broadcasting, 
television news chan-
nels, radio stations and 
newspaper publishing in 
India. The company is a 
part of the India Today 
group and comprises four 
news channels - Aaj Tak, 
Headlines Today, Tez, 
and Dilli Aaj Tak. TV 
Today Networks’ Divi-
dend History 8e6ou7t 
#2 Coromandel Interna-
tional Second on the list 
is Coromandel Interna-
tional. For the financial 
year 2023, this fertilizer 
company has declared 
an interim dividend of 
₹ 6 per share (represent-
ing 600% on face value). 
This dividend was on the 
back of a 38% YoY rise 
in the profit to ₹ 5.3 bil-
lion (bn) and steady op-
erational performance 
in a challenging macro-
economic environment 
in the December 2022 
quarter. The record date 
for the same is 17 Febru-
ary 2023. It has declared 
a total of 34 dividends 
since 2001. The five-year 
average dividend payout 
ratio stands at 27.3%. 
The dividend yield over 
the past five years has av-
eraged 1.6%. Coroman-
del International is one of 
the leading agri-solutions 
providers in India. It has a 
diverse range of products 
and services and special-
izes in fertilizers, crop 
protein, bio-pesticide, 
and organic fertilizers.

UP Rolls Out Red Carpet for Global 
Investors Summit 2023

New Delhi: Uttar 
Pradesh has rolled out a 
red carpet for the Global 
Investors Summit-2023 
(GIS-23) that begins on 
Friday. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will in-
augurate the three-day 
event which has already 
attracted memorandums 
of understanding (MoUs) 
and investment proposals 
of more than Rs 22 lakh 
crore as the state aims to 
become a trillion-dollar 
economy in the next five 
years. More than 10,000 
delegates, including 
more than 400 partici-
pants from 41 countries, 
top industry leaders, 
Union Ministers, Minis-
ters/diplomats from 10 
partner countries, and 
CEOs of leading com-
panies and banks are ex-
pected to attend the 34 
sessions during the event 
at the Vrindavan Yojana 
in Lucknow. Earlier, 
Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath had said the UP-
GIS-2023 from February 
10 to 12 will be a “grand 
and historic event”. Ad-
ityanath sent eight teams 
abroad to hold interna-
tional roadshows in De-
cember 2022 and led the 
first of the eight domestic 
roadshows in Mumbai 
last month. “The world 
will see a new story of 
Uttar Pradesh’s devel-
opment from now,” the 

Chief Minister said on 
the eve of GIS-23. The 
state government has 
received nearly 150 pro-
posals (including MoUs) 
involving the investment 
of Rs 7.12 lakh crore at 
the meetings and road-
shows abroad. “It also re-
ceived 14,000 to 15,000 
investment proposals of 
about Rs 15 lakh crore at 
the domestic roadshows 
and investors summits 
organised at the divi-
sional and district levels 
in the past few weeks,” 
said a state official. As 
per the event’s schedule, 
while Prime Minister 
Modi will inaugurate the 
summit on Friday, Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah, Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh, Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman, Road Transport 

Minister Nitin Gadkari 
and Civil Aviation Min-
ister Jyotiraditya Scin-
dia, among others, will 
chair various sessions 
-- including those being 
organised by 10 partner 
countries -- during the 
high-ticket event. Presi-
dent Draupadi Murmu 
will be the chief guest 
at the valedictory ses-
sion on Sunday. Reli-
ance Industries chairman 
Mukesh Ambani, Aditya 
Birla Group chairman 
Kumar Mangalam Birla, 
Tata Sons chairman N 
Chandrasekaran, Godrej 
Industries chairman Na-
dir Godrej, Mahindra 
Group chairman Anand 
Mahindra, Dixon Tech-
nologies chairman Sunil 
Vachani and Zurich Air-
port Asia chief executive 

Daniel Bircher are likely 
to attend the summit. A 
global trade show will 
also be inaugurated at the 
venue. “All the halls and 
tents at the venue have 
been named after sages 
and major rivers and the 
city has been decked up 
for the occasion,” said 
the government spokes-
man. by TaboolaSpon-
sored LinksYou May 
Like Buy Your Favorite 
Styles With Odette & 
Get Flat 50% Off Odette 
This Desktop App Helps 
You Write More Effec-
tively Grammarly Three 
sprawling tent cities 
focusing on Ayodhya, 
Kashi, and Mathura have 
been set up to make the 
stay of guests comfort-
able during the summit. 
A special drone show 

highlighting the state’s 
culture and the modern 
face of Uttar Pradesh, 
which is being called 
‘New India’s Growth 
Engine’, will be held for 
the guests. Short films 
depicting the state’s de-
velopment will also be 
screened. “The inaugural 
event will be telecast live 
and a special programme 
to watch the same is be-
ing made in all districts 
to ensure participation of 
entrepreneurs, including 
local and small investors 
there,” the spokesman 
added. Meanwhile, 500 
specially trained Uttar 
Pradesh Police personnel 
have been entrusted with 
the task of inner-cordon 
security at the summit, 
said Joint Commissioner 
of Police (JCP), Law and 
Order, Lucknow, Piyush 
Mordia. “Around 100 
young and smart police 
personnel each from all 
five (east, west, central, 
north and south) zones 
of Lucknow police com-
missionerate -- from 
Constable to Inspector 
rank -- have been hand-
picked for the purpose,” 
Mordia added. “We have 
selected those personnel 
who are good in com-
munication in Hindi and 
English. Agile cops have 
been preferred for the 
special job.”

PM Modi to Inaugurate UP Global 
Investors’ Summit Today

For IDBI Bank Buyer, Centre 
Plans Tax Waivers

The government is likely to 
waive some tax norms for 
the buyer of IDBI Bank in 
a bid to attract more suitors 
for a majority stake sale in 
the lender, two government 
sources said today, after the 
Centre extended the dead-
line for initial bids. The 
finance ministry is looking 
to relax a tax clause, which 
would require the buyer 
of IDBI Bank to pay addi-
tional tax if the share price 

rises post the final bid, one 
of the officials said. Share 
prices tend to increase after 
financial bids are invited by 
the government, the official 
said, noting that it would be 
“unfair” to ask the new buy-
er to pay tax on an increase 
in price from the time bids 
are placed to the closure 
of transaction. In case the 
share prices of IDBI Bank 
increase after financial bids 
are formally placed, the dif-

ference in share price may 
be considered as “other in-
come” for the buyer as per 
tax laws, explained Om 
Rajpurohit, a partner at tax 
firm AMRG & Associates. 
“This will be taxable at 
30% plus a surcharge and 
cess,” Rajpurohit added. 
The government’s planned 
tax waiver will allow a 
potential buyer to avoid 
this levy.The government 
and state-run Life Insur-
ance Corp. (LIC) together 
hold about 95% in IDBI 
Bank, and have sought ini-
tial bids from investors to 
buy a 60.72% in the bank. 
Last week, it extended the 
deadline for submitting ini-
tial bids until Jan. 7. Once 
the government receives 
initial bids expressing in-
terest from buyers, the Re-
serve Bank of India would 
vet them to see if they meet 
the central bank’s “fit and 
proper” criteria.

New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
will inaugurate the Uttar 
Pradesh global inves-
tors’ summit in Lucknow 
on February 10. Later 
in the afternoon on the 
same day, Modi will visit 
Mumbai, where he will 
flag off two Vande Bharat 
trains from the Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj 
Terminus. The Prime 
Minister will also dedi-
cate two road projects to 
the nation - the Santacruz 
Chembur Link Road and 
the Kurar underpass proj-
ect. Modi will then inau-
gurate the new campus 
of Aljamea-tus-Saifiyah, 
also in Mumbai, during 
his day-long visit. More 
than 10,000 delegates, 
including more than 400 

participants from 41 
countries, top industry 
leaders, Union Minis-
ters, Ministers/diplomats 
from 10 partner countries 
and CEOs of leading 
companies and banks are 

expected to attend the 34 
sessions during the event 
at the Vrindavan Yojana 
in Lucknow. As per the 
event`s schedule, while 
Prime Minister Modi will 
inaugurate the summit 

on Friday, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, De-
fence Minister Rajnath 
Singh, Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman, 
Road Transport Minister 
Nitin Gadkari and Civil 

Aviation Minister Jyoti-
raditya Scindia, among 
others, will chair vari-
ous sessions -- including 
those being organised 
by 10 partner countries 
-- during the high-ticket 
event. Reliance Indus-
tries chairman Mukesh 
Ambani, Aditya Birla 
Group chairman Kumar 
Mangalam Birla, Tata 
Sons chairman N Chan-
drasekaran, Godrej In-
dustries chairman Nadir 
Godrej, Mahindra Group 
chairman Anand Mahin-
dra, Dixon Technologies 
chairman Sunil Vachani 
and Zurich Airport Asia 
chief executive Daniel 
Bircher are likely to at-
tend the summit. 
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Cristiano Ronaldo Scores Four Goals for 
Al Nassr Club to Pass 500-Goal Mark

Cristiano Ronaldo scored 
four goals for his new 
Saudi Arabian team on 
Thursday, bringing his 
career tally in domestic 
leagues to 503. Ronaldo, 
four days after his 38th 
birthday, scored twice in 
each half to help Al Nassr 
defeat Al Wehda 4-0 in a 
Saudi Pro League game. 
The five-time Ballon 
d’Or winner who starred 
for Real Madrid, Juventus 
and Manchester United 
joined Al Nassr after the 
World Cup. The Portu-
gal star signed a contract 
through June 2025. Ron-
aldo had a disappointing 
World Cup where he was 
benched in the knockout 
rounds and left the field 
in tears after Portugal 
lost in the quarterfinals to 
Morocco. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like In between 25-45 
age? Here’s a term plan 
made for you Term Plan 
Insurance Click here to 

see new Investment op-
portunities for Indians. 
Hoxton Capital Ronaldo 
has scored 503 league 
goals for five clubs in 
five different top-flight 
leagues. He bagged 103 
for Manchester United, 
311 for Real Madrid, 81 
for Juventus, three for 

Sporting Lisbon, and now 
has five for Al Nassr. The 
five-times Ballon D’Or 
winner signed a 2-1/2 
year deal with Al Nassr in 
December, reported to be 
worth over 200 million 
euros ($216.54 million), 
and was appointed cap-
tain of the team. WATCH 

Cristiano Ronaldo score 
four goals for Al Nassr 
club here... Al Nassr top 
the standings after 16 
games, level on 37 points 
with second-placed Al 
Shabab. Shortly after the 
hour mark, those inside 
the 38,000 capacity stadi-
um produced their loud-

est SUI of the evening 
when Ronaldo scored his 
fourth and final goal of 
the game. It was a memo-
rable night for the former 
Manchester United and 
Real Madrid forward, 
who also reached the 
milestone of 500 career 
league goals. And after 
the full-time whistle, the 
Al Nassr captain want-
ed to commemorate his 
achievement by getting 
the referee to pen his sig-
nature on the match ball. 
He’ll most likely keep 
this one, unlike his 60th 
hat-trick ball that belongs 
to former Manchester 
United teammate Alejan-
dro Garnacho. Ronaldo 
was awarded the captain-
cy on a permanent basis 
shortly after signing his 
£175 million-a-year deal 
with Al Nassr. In fact, 
since defender Abdullah 
Madu lost the privilege 
of being skipper, the 38-
year.

Ghana and Former Chelsea Footballer 
Christian Atsu Still Reported Missing

Ghana international and 
former Chelsea footballer 
Christian Atsu is missing 
after the earthquake in Tur-
key, his club and agent said, 
following earlier reports he 
was rescued from the rub-
ble of a collapsed building 
and taken to a hospital. At-
su’s well-being and where-
abouts were unknown. 
Aydin Toksoz, the deputy 
head of Hatayspor football 
club, told Turkey’s state-
run Anadolu Agency news 
service that club sporting 
director Taner Savut was 
also missing after the mas-
sive earthquake that struck 
southern Turkey and Syria 
and has now killed more 
than 19,000 people, with 
that number expected to 
rise. The 31-year-old Atsu, 
who previously played for 
English clubs Chelsea and 
Newcastle, signed for Ha-
tayspor late last year. The 
club is based in the south-
ern city of Antakya, near 
the epicenter of the earth-
quake that struck in the 
early hours of Monday and 
devastated the region. Atsu 
and Savut were believed to 
have been in buildings that 

collapsed, the club had said. 
Nana Sechere, the agent for 
Atsu, said in messages to 
The Associated Press news 
agency that he traveled to 
Turkey to try to find Atsu 
but the player ‘is yet to be 
found’. Hatayspor and the 
Ghana football association 
announced on Tuesday that 
Atsu was rescued from a 
ruined building on Monday 
night and taken to a medi-
cal facility for treatment. by 
TaboolaSponsored LinksY-
ou May Like Investment 
opportunity only for Se-
nior India Citizens! Hoxton 
Capital Get Certified from 
IIT Roorkee EICT & In-
tellipaat Intellipaat Toksoz 
said Hatayspor was now 
‘not able to confirm this 
information’. “We have not 
been able to reach Atsu or 

Taner Savut,” Toksoz told 
the Anadolu Agency. Gha-
na’s ambassador to Turkey 
said she was also searching 
for Atsu. Francisca Ahsitey-
Odunton told Ghanaian ra-
dio she was given a list of 
200 hospitals or medical fa-
cilities that Atsu could have 
been sent to if he was res-
cued and she had also been 
unable to confirm where 
the player was. She said 
she hoped he was in one of 
those hospitals and his loca-
tion hadn’t been confirmed 
‘in all the confusion, which 
is understandable under the 
circumstances’. Antakya is 
one of the cities hardest hit 
by the 7.8 magnitude earth-
quake, which has destroyed 
thousands of buildings in 
Turkey alone and sent more 
than 110,000.

European Super League: Read Real Madrid, FC 
Barcelona’s Involvement in Comeback

A project that created 
chaos around football 
fans two years back, Eu-
ropean Super League is 
back on the charts. The 
organisers want to launch 
a new project: a multi-di-
vision league of 60 to 80 
clubs with no permanent 
members. As per reports 
from telegraph.co.uk, the 
competition is expected 
to have a minimum of 
14 games per team every 
season. In various news-
papers by A22, it is men-
tioned that the three giant 
clubs - Real Madrid, FC 
Barcelona, and Juven-
tus are set to battle their 
against UEFA. by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksY-
ou May Like Elecrama 
2023 – Powering the Fu-
ture of Energy Elecrama.
com Click here to see 
new Investment opportu-
nities for Indians. Hoxton 
Capital The claims from 
the reports suggest that 
the new project is a re-
sult of the clubs around 
Europe struggling with 
their financial situations. 

As all the globe knows, 
FC Barcelona are in a 
major debt of over $600 
million. Now, the aim is 
toward the viewership 
of the Premier League 
and its dominance of the 
transfer market. Many 
individuals believe Su-
per League is important 
for the future of football. 
However, La Liga are 
amount the many who are 
against the latest project. 
“The Super League is the 
wolf, who today disguis-
es himself as a granny to 
try to fool European foot-

ball, but HIS nose and 
HIS teeth are very big, 
four divisions in Europe? 
Of course the first for 
them, as in the 2019 re-
form. Government of the 
clubs? Of course only the 
big ones,” said La Liga 
president Javier Tebas in 
a cyptic social media post 
against the Super League 
badge, as per goal. Bernd 
Reichart, chief execu-
tive of the A22 Sports 
Management Group that 
is behind the new plans, 
has told Die Welt: “The 
foundations of European 

football are in danger of 
collapsing. It’s time for 
a change. It is the clubs 
that bear the entrepre-
neurial risk in football. 
But when important de-
cisions are at stake, they 
are too often forced to sit 
idly by on the sidelines 
as the sporting and finan-
cial foundations crumble 
around them. Our talks 
have also made it clear 
that clubs often find it 
impossible to speak out 
publicly against a sys-
tem that uses the threat of 
sanctions to thwart oppo-
sition. Our dialogue was 
open, honest, construc-
tive and resulted in clear 
ideas about what changes 
are needed and how they 
could be implemented. 
There is a lot to do and 
we will continue our 
dialogue.” In 2021, the 
plan was shut down af-
ter a scary backlash from 
the fans of all 12 teams 
involved - Manchester 
United,  Juventus, Real 
Madrid, FC Barcelona, 
Arsenal and Chelsea.

 Lionel Messi SMASHES huge Instagram 
record, sails past Cristiano Ronaldo

Jadon Sancho, Marcus Rashford Star in Manchester 
United’s Comeback Draw vs Leeds United

Manchester United fought 
back from a two-goal defi-
cit to draw 2-2 with Leeds 
in the Premier League on 
Wednesday (February 8). 
Substitute Jadon Sancho 
rescued a point for Erik ten 
Hag’s team, which missed 
the chance to move level 
on points with second-place 
Manchester City. Leeds 
fired Jesse Marsch on Mon-
day. It is still waiting for a 
first win in the league since 
November 5, but moved a 
point clear of the relegation 
zone. Both teams, however, 
will feel they missed the op-
portunity to take more from 
the thrilling match at Old 
Trafford. Leeds stunned the 
home crowd by taking the 
lead after just 55 seconds 
through Wilfried Gnonto 
and looked on course for 
victory when Raphael 
Varane deflected Crysencio 
Summerville’s cross into 
his own net three minutes 
after halftime. United got 
back into the game through 
Marcus Rashford’s header 
in the 62nd and Sancho 
equalized in the 70th. But 

on a night when United 
was looking to cut the gap 
on leader Arsenal to five 
points, it remains seven 
behind the London club 
having played two more 
games. The double-header 
against Leeds looked like 
an ideal opportunity for 
the hosts to continue their 
charge toward the top of 
the table, with the sides 
facing each other again in 
the league at Elland Road 

on Sunday. Leeds turned 
up without a manager and 
without a win in the league 
for three months. But under 
an interim management trio 
of Chris Armas, Michael 
Skubala and Paco Gal-
lardo, it threatened an up-
set against in-form United. 
Ten Hag had his own issues 
to contend with as he tried 
to cope with a number of 
key absences including the 
injured Christian Eriksen 

and Antony, as well as the 
suspended Casemiro. As a 
result United looked light 
in midfield and attack, even 
with loan signing Marcel 
Sabitzer making his first 
start since joining from 
Bayern Munich on trans-
fer deadline day. Leeds 
exposed the home team’s 
frailties almost straight 
from kickoff with Gnonto 
firing a low shot past Da-
vid de Gea at the end of a 

driving run toward the box 
inside the opening minute. 
United had chances to even 
the score before halftime, 
with Alejandro Garnacho 
rounding Leeds goalkeeper 
Illan Meslier before see-
ing his shot headed off the 
line by Maximillian Wober. 
Varane then saw his head-
er saved by Meslier, who 
pushed another effort from 
Sabitzer over the bar. Leeds 
scored three minutes into 
the second half when sub-
stitute Summerville’s cross 
was turned in by Varane. 
Ten Hag sent on Sancho 
and Facundo Pellistri in an 
attempt to mount a come-
back and it had the desired 
effect. Rashford moved into 
the center forward posi-
tion and pulled a goal back 
with a header three minutes 
after the changes. Bren-
den Aaronson hit the post 
with a free kick, but San-
cho evened the score with 
a low curling shot through 
a crowded box. Varane had 
another header pushed over 
by Meslier as the crowd 
roared United on, but both 

‘We don’t have players’, 
laments Manchester City boss 

Manchester City boss Pep 
Guardiola is a worried man. 
Ahead of City’s Carabao 
Cup tie against rivals Liv-
erpool, Guardiola is wor-
ried that he does not have 
enough players. “At the 
moment, we have four or 
five players, and we will 
have to wait and see how 
the others come back,” 
Guardiola was quoted as 
saying by the club’s offi-
cial media channel. Without 
naming FIFA or the organ-
ising body of the league 
cup, Pep took a dig at both 
of them for making such a 
congested schedule. “But 
we just don’t have play-
ers because the big brains 
of football decided this 
schedule and we are going 
to play this game (against 
Liverpool).” “People are 
coming back soon. Nathan, 
Aymer, and Rodri, and later 
the players from the Eng-
land and Portugal teams.” 
Usually, the World Cup is 
held before the beginning 
of the footballing season in 
Europe. However, with this 
year’s host being Qatar, the 

dates were pushed midway 
into the season to avoid the 
scorching middle-east heat. 
While the World Cup was 
crammed into the middle of 
an already hectic schedule, 
the players and coaches will 
have little to no time to get 
their preparations under-
way before heading into the 
busy festive season sched-
ule of matches. Read more: 
Manchester City manager 
Pep Guardiola explains key 
difference between Lionel 
Messi and Erling Haaland 
Notably, most Premier 
League clubs have been 
holding regular friendlies 

ahead of the club football 
resumption but Manches-
ter City played their first 
mid-season friendly against 
Spanish side Girona on Sat-
urday. Though Guardiola 
lamented about not having 
all players at his disposal, 
he still had the services of 
Kevin de Bruyne, Erling 
Haaland, Riyad Mahrez 
and Ilkay Gundogan. City 
managed to comfortably 
beat the opposition 2-0 with 
goals from Haaland and de 
Bruyne allowing Pep to fur-
ther rotate the squad. How-
ever, Guardiola’s worry 
ahead of a crucial .

Argentina captain Lio-
nel Messi fulfilled a long-
cherished dream to win 
the FIFA World Cup and 
became the first footballer 
to win two FIFA ‘Golden 
Ball’ awards on Sunday 
(December 18) night. Apart 
from the spate of records on 
the field, Messi soared to a 
new high on social media as 
well with his Instagram post 
to celebrate FIFA World 
Cup 2022 win. Messi’s 
post was liked by over 50 
million people – a new re-
cord for any sportsperson’s 
post. Messi captioned the 
post, “CAMPEONES DEL 
MUNDO!!!!!!!(champions 

of the world)” has got over 
52 million likes. Check Lio-
nel Messi’s Instagram Post 
Here… In the post, Messi 
wrote: “So many times I 
dreamed it, so much I want-
ed it that I still don’t fall, I 
can’t believe it…… Thank 
you so much to my family, 
to all who support me and 
also to all who believed in 
us. We prove once again 
that Argentinians when we 
fight together and united 
we are able to achieve what 
we aim. The merit is of this 
group, which is above indi-
viduals, is the strength of all 
fighting for the same dream 
that was also the one of 

all Argentinians… We did 
it!!! LET’S GO ARGEN-
TINA DAMN!!!!!  We’re 
seeing each other very 
soon.” Within hours of be-
ing shared, Messi’s post be-
came the most-liked post on 
Instagram by any sportsper-
son. The previous record for 
the most-liked Instagram 
post was held by another 
football great and Messi’s 
contemporary and Portugal 
striker Cristiano Ronaldo 
that shows Ronaldo play-
ing chess with Messi with 
the caption, “Victory is a 
State of Mind. A long tradi-
tion of crafting trunks pho-
tographed by @annielei-

bovitz for @louisvuitton.” 
That post has received 41.9 
million likes as of Tuesday 
morning. Meanwhile, the 
Emir of Qatar Sheikh Ta-
mim bin Hamad Al Thani 
placing a black and gold 
bisht – a traditional item of 
clothing worn in the region 
for special events and cel-
ebrations – on the Argentina 
captain before the 35-year-
old was handed the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 trophy has 
created quite a storm of an-
ger. The World Cup trophy 
presentation moment has 
been the most trending topic 
with social media users ex-
pressing the pride and joy 
they felt seeing the moment. 
Messi allowed the Emir to 
place the robe around his 
shoulders before taking the 
trophy from FIFA president 
Gianni Infantino In his new 
attire, which covered his na-
tional pale blue and white 
jersey, Messi danced to-
wards his teammates before 
lifting the trophy above his 
head, after beating France 
4-3 via penalties on Sunday. 
With both teams tied three-
all at the end of the extra 
time, the tie-breaker system 
was applied.
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Ali Fazal and Richa Chadha collaborate for 
psychological thriller ‘The Underbug’

Real-life Bollywood 
couple Richa Chadha and 
Ali Fazal are collaborat-
ing as producers for their 
next, ‘The Underbug’. 
The film recently made 
its international pre-
miere, receiving a thun-
derous response at the 
Slamdance Film Festival 
in Los Angeles. The film 
is the second production 
under Pushing Buttons 
Studios which is helmed 
by Richa and Ali. The 

movie is directed by Shu-
jaat Saudagar and stars 
Ali and Hussain Dalal in 
lead roles. The film was 
shot during lockdown in 
late 2020. The film was 
extensively shot in a 
house somewhere in the 
interior of Maharashtra. 
A psychological thriller, 
the story revolves around 
two characters who take 
refuge in an abandoned 
house. ‘The Underbug’ 
is the first psychological 

horror movie from their 
production house and 
received good response 
during its premiere at 
the Slamdance Film Fest 
in January. Richa says, 
“The movie got a great 
response and as creators 
of it we were there to 
witness it. It was a very 
proud moment for us, 
especially because it rep-
resented Indian cinema 
on such a huge global 
platform. This is a great 

time for cinema as Indian 
movies are getting wider 
reach with a global audi-
ence. The films of this 
genre are quite tricky 
since it has a very niche 
audience, but since it got 
such a positive response 
it kind of says it all. ” Ali 
says, “I have not only pro-
duced the movie but also 
acted in it, so I am not 
just physically involved 
with the movie but also 
emotionally. And seeing 
a response like this is 
quite heartwarming. The 
movie was made in very 
confusing and stressful 
circumstances. The mov-
ie also had the added re-
sponsibilities since it was 
its first screening, and the 
first reactions were posi-
tive, it gave us a lot of 
confidence.” The movie 
is written by Shujaat Sau-
dagar, Abbas Dalal, Hus-
sain Dalal and produced 
by Vikesh Bhutani, Shu-
jaat Saudagar and Aman 
Mann. 

Bigg Boss 16 Day 131 Updates: Finalists get Emotional 
as Bigg Boss Shows Their Journey in Front of Fans

New Delhi: With only 
four days left for the 
grand finale, ‘Bigg Boss 
16’ celebrates the top five 
contestants of its game-
changing edition tonight. 
After four months of dra-
ma, fights, ration tasks, 
nomination drills, vaars, 
and race for captaincy, 
Shiv Thakare, Priyanka 
Chahar Choudhary, MC 
Stan, Shalin Bhanot and 
Archana Gautam made 
it as finalists. As house-
mates who survived the 
game of Bigg Boss un-
til now, they deserve to 
be celebrated. Keeping 
that in mind, ‘Bigg Boss’ 
summarises the inspiring 
journey of all the final-
ists before a crowd of 
fans cheering for them. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like 
Elecrama 2023 – Power-
ing the Future of Energy 
Elecrama.com Click 
here to see new Invest-
ment opportunities for 
Indians. Hoxton Capital 
Priyanka Chahar Choud-

hary is shown a glimpse 
of her stint in the house, 
while Bigg Boss com-
pliments her for her bu-
land awaaz that is loved 
nationwide. She’s ruling 
the hearts of fans and 
her contribution to this 
edition is unmistakable. 
The reputation and love 
she has earned through 
the show are unforget-
table. After MC Stan is 
shown his journey, ‘Bigg 
Boss’ let’s him know that 
he’s the star of not just P-
town, but the entire coun-

try, that’s echoing his 
lingo. The rapper admits 
that living in the house 
has been tough, but his 
rawas experiences on 
the show are takeaways 
that he will cherish for-
ever. Shalin Bhanot is 
celebrated for acting his 
way to the finale and 
playing remarkably well. 
The master congratulates 
him on powering through 
hardships including the 
ridicule that came with 
his relationship with 
Tina Datta and the men-

tal breakdown that fol-
lowed. Viewers saw the 
tough and the vulnerable 
Shalin and that’s what 
makes him a worthy fi-
nalist of this season. Shiv 
Thakare is told that this 
season is historic and 
he’s the example of why 
it is so. He’s the only one 
to be crowned as the fi-
nalists of two editions of 
the show. No one could 
beat him at tasks. An 
overwhelmed Shiv bows 
down to the show and the 
viewers.

Pamela Anderso Still Owns Iconic 
Baywatch Swimsuit, Wears it 30 Years 

SRK-Kajol’s ‘Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge’ is 
coming to a theatre near you this Valentine’s Day

One of Bollywood’s 
most iconic films, Aditya 
Chopra’s ‘Dilwale Dul-
hania Le Jayenge’ will 
get a pan-India release 
this Valentine’s day. The 
film stars Shah Rukh 
Khan and Kajol and had 
initially released in 1995. 
A love story that ap-
pealed to all age groups, 
DDLJ went on to become 
a cult classic with a huge 
fan base. The film was 
produced by Yash Raj 
Films. In a statement is-
sued to the press, Rohan 
Malhotra, Vice Presi-

dent, Distribution, YRF, 
said, “’Dilwale Dulhania 
Le Jayenge’ has become 
synonymous to romance 
for India and Indians for 
generations since it`s 
historic release. We are 
constantly requested by 
the audience and fans, 
throughout the year, for 
a wider showcasing of 
the film so that they can, 
again and again, watch 
this milestone-setting 
film with their friends 
and family in theatres! 
This year, on the occa-
sion of Valentine’s Day, 

we are making their wish 
come true. DDLJ will be 
screened across India, 
starting Feb 10, for a pe-
riod of one week only!” 
According to Yashraj 
Films, DDLJ will be re-
leased in 37 cities across 
India, including Mum-
bai, Pune, Ahmedabad, 
Surat, Vadodara, Gur-
gaon, Faridabad, Luc-
know, Noida, Dehradun, 
Delhi, Chandigarh, Kol-
kata, Guwahati, Benga-
luru, Hyderabad, Indore, 
Chennai, Vellore, Trivan-
drum. `Dilwale Dulhani-
ya Le Jayenge’ is also the 
longest-running movie 
in the history of Indian 
cinema and continues 
to enjoy its screening at 
Mumbai’s Maratha Man-
dir theatre. It is one of 
the most significant IP’s 
emerging from the Indi-
an film industry. ‘DDLJ’ 
has shaped pop culture 
for India and Indians 
over the generations 
now, audiences have the 
option to watch SRK as 
both Raj and Pathaan 

in theatres during this 
Valentine’s Day week. 
Rohan said, “YRF and 
SRK are not only syn-
onymous with delivering 
Indian cinema`s biggest 
blockbusters but also for 
collaborating on films 
which have redefined the 
Indian film industry and 
have had a lasting cul-
tural impact.” He added, 
“It is an amazing coin-
cidence that DDLJ was 
released by YRF during 
its 25th-year celebra-
tions and 25 years later, 
‘Pathaan’ has become 
the highest-grossing 
Hindi film worldwide. 
“We are thrilled to give 
the audience an opportu-
nity to watch ‘DDLJ’ and 
‘Pathaan’, which are go-
ing to run simultaneously 
on the big screen, during 
this period. YRF has 
been fortunate to become 
home to India`s biggest 
cinematic IP`s including 
DDLJ and Pathaan from 
YRF`s Spy Universe and 
we hope both these films 
make up.

Aayush Sharma Gears For a Big 
Action Sequence in #AS04

James Gunn responds to backlash over 
‘Superman’ Henry Cavill’s exit

Los Angeles: The new 
CEO of DC Studios, James 
Gunn, has finally spoken 
up over the outcry of fans 
against the new direction 
the production company 
has aimed to take several of 
its feature films to. Taking 
to Instagram, Gunn posted 

a picture with a message 
stating his response to the 
whole situation. “One of 
the things Peter & I were 
aware of when we took the 
job as heads of DC Studios 
was a certain minority of 
people online that could be, 
well, uproarious & unkind, 

to say the least. We were 
aware there would be a pe-
riod of turbulence when we 
took this gig, & we knew 
we would sometimes have 
to make difficult & not-so-
obvious choices, especially 
in the wake of the fractious 
nature of what came before 

us. But this means little to 
us in comparison to our 
jobs as artists & custodi-
ans in helping to create a 
wide & wonderful future 
for DC,” the message read. 
Gunn`s response received 
support by several Hol-
lywood actors in the com-
ment section of his post. 
Actor Michael B. Jordan 
shared clapping emojis. He 
had worked with the studio 
in the animated film `Jus-
tice League: The Flashpoint 
Paradox`. `Amen` actor 
Zachary Levi had worked 
with the DC Studios in the 
film “Shazam!”. James 
Gunn and Peter Safran, the 
recently appointed CEOs of 
DC Studios.

New Delhi: Emerging as 
one of the most anticipat-
ed films of the upcoming 
future, Aayush Sharma’s 
#AS04 has been grab-
bing eyeballs owing to 
the regular insights into 

the shoot of the action 
entertainer. Adding to the 
excitement, Aayush has 
now revealed shoot de-
tails of his upcoming ac-
tion sequence for the film 
with glimpses into his 

workout session.Impress-
ing the audience with his 
phenomenal physical 
transformation for An-
tim: The Final Truth post 
his debut film LoveYatri, 
Aayush Sharma estab-
lished himself as one of 
the fittest actors in town. 
Redefining his ripped 
physique with an ex-
tensive workout regime 
once again, the dedicat-
ed actor has flaunted his 
washboard abs and toned 
muscles in his latest post, 
announcing gearing for 
a big action sequence 
shoot.Aayush posted pic-

tures from his gym ses-
sions saying, “#AS04 big 
action piece coming up 
… Abhi bhi Kaam baaki 
hai.. Iss Baar Leaner & 
Bigger, kya bolta coach 
saab @rajendradhole. 
Aur @kunal_mandal_ 
tum toh hidden photog-
rapher Nikle, kitna tal-
ent hai bhai?” Recently, 
Aayush who performs 
his action stunts himself, 
shared a picture of his 
injured back while per-
forming a scene, prov-
ing his commitment and 
dedication to the craft. 

Los Angeles: Actress 
Pamela Anderson has 
admitted she still has the 
iconic red swimsuit she 
wore on the hit TV show 
Baywatch. The 55-year-
old former glamour 
model revealed the out-
fit still fits and said she 
slips into it “every once 
in a while,” despite it be-
ing more than 30 years 
since she first wore the 
racy costume, reports 
mirror.co.uk. Pamela 
rose to fame playing life-
guard C.J. Parker on the 
popular drama series and 
first stepped into the role 
back in 1992. She stayed 
on the show for five sea-
sons before departing 
in 1997 to pursue other 
acting and modelling 
jobs. Opening up about 
her Baywatch swimsuit, 
Pamela said: “I had a 
couple back then. Now 
I only have one and it 
fits!” “I put it on every 
once in a while,” she ad-
mitted to Entertainment 
Tonight. After leaving 
Baywatch in the late 90s, 

Pamela returned to the 
role of C.J. in 2017 for a 
cameo appearance in the 
Baywatch movie spinoff. 
The actress claims she 
only agreed to take part 
in the film after “a lot of 
bullying.” Pamela 

said bosses had expected 
her to take on the role for 
free. “It was becoming 
really, really awful. They 
said they wanted me to 
do it as a favour,” she 
told the publication, add-

ing: “There was just so 
much bullying to do it. 
They wanted me to do it 
for free, as an homage or 
something.” Pamela re-
cently revealed she earns 
just 800 pound a year 


