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Teacher Detained For 
Sexually Assaulting Class 

3 Girl In Delhi School

AAP Denies “Snooping” 
Allegations Against Manish 

Sisodia, BJP Seeks Probe

Maximum Temperature 
Settles At 24.5 Degrees 

In Delhi

PM Modi’s Swipe At Kharge
Can Understand His Pain, Empowered Residents Of Gulbarga Have Closed His Account

Delhi Feb09: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi took a 
swipe at Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge on 
Thursday and said he can 
understand his pain as the 
“empowered and aware” 
residents of Gulbarga have 
“closed” his account there, 
apparently referring to 
Kharge’s first-ever electoral 
defeat in his career span-
ning over five decades in 
2019. Kharge was defeated 
by BJP candidate Umesh 
Jadhav in Gulbarga by a 
margin of 95,452 votes in 
the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. On Wednesday, the 

Congress president said the 
prime minister is always in 
election mode and is now 
targeting even his home 
constituency of Gulbarga. 
“Even when Parliament 
was in session, he went to 
my constituency Gulbarga 
(now known as Kalaburagi). 
The PM had two meetings, 
not just one,” Kharge said as 
everybody, including the 
prime minister, laughed 
in the Rajya Sabha. Re-
sponding to his remarks, 
the prime minister said 
on Thursday, “Yesterday, 
Kharge ji was complain-
ing that Modi comes to 

my constituency again and 
again. I want to tell Kharge 
ji that before complaining 
he should also see that 1.7 
crore Jan Dhan accounts 
have been opened in Kar-
nataka. Not only that, in his 
constituency, more than 
8 lakh Jan Dhan accounts 
have been opened.” “When 
so many bank accounts 
are opened and people 
become empowered and 
aware...someone’s account 
gets closed after so many 
years. I can understand 
his pain,” Modi said. Before 
2019, Kharge had never 
lost an election.

NDRF Team Rescues Minor Girl From
Debris In Earthquake-Hit Turkiye

India launched “Operation Dost” to extend assistance to Turkiye as well as Syria following Monday’s devastating 
quake that has killed more than 19,300 people in the two countries so far.

Delhi Feb09: A team of 
India’s National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) en-
gaged in relief and rescue 
operations in the quake-
hit Turkiye has successfully 
rescued a six-year-old girl 
from under the rubble in 
Gaziantep. The NDRF has 
dispatched three teams 
to Turkiye for rescue op-
erations. “Standing with 
Turkiye in this natural ca-
lamity. India’s @NDRFHQ 
is carrying out rescue and 
relief operations at ground 
zero. Team IND-11 success-
fully retrieved a 6 years old 

girl from Nurdagi, Gazian-
tep today,” the spokesper-
son of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs tweeted along with 
a video of the girl and 
how she was rescued. In a 
tweet, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah said, “Proud 
of our NDRF. In the rescue 
operations in Türkiye, Team 
IND-11 saved the life of a 
six-year-old girl, Beren, in 
Gaziantep city. Under the 
guidance of PM @naren-
dramodi, we are commit-
ted to making @NDRFHQ 
the world’s leading disaster 
response force. #Opera-

tionDost.” India launched 
“Operation Dost” to extend 
assistance to Turkiye as well 
as Syria following Monday’s 
devastating quake that has 
killed more than 19,300 
people in the two countries 
so far. The NDRF is work-
ing to extricate live victims 
from The NDRF is working 
to extricate live victims 
from under the rubble and 
providing first-aid to the in-
jured, before handing them 
over to medical response 
authorities. The force is us-
ing chip and stone cutters 
to breach fallen concrete 

slabs and other infrastruc-
ture and has deep radars 
that pick feeble sounds 
like the heartbeat or sound 
of a person, officials said. 
The teams on the ground 
have quick deployed an-
tenna and satellite phones 
for communication. Seven 
four-wheeled vehicles and 
trucks, apart from four ca-
nines, were sent along the 
three teams that were air-
lifted by an Indian Air Force 
(IAF) C-17 heavy lift aircraft 
from the Hindon air base 
in Ghaziabad to the Adana 
airport in Turkiye.

Amit Shah To Review Passing-Out Parade
Of IPS Probationers On February 11 A total 195 officer-trainees, including 29 

officer trainees from foreign countries
Delhi Feb09: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah would 
review and be the chief 
guest at the passing-out 
parade of IPS probationers 
here on February 11. To be 
held at the Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel National Police 
Academy (SVPNPA), the 
parade of the 74 regular 
recruits of the Indian Police 
Service (IPS), said an official 
release. A total 195 officer-
trainees, including 29 of-
ficer trainees from foreign 
countries, is taking part in 
the Dikshant Parade, said 
SVPNPA director A S Ra-
jan. Among the foreigners, 

six are from Bhutan, eight 
from Maldives, five from 
Nepal and 10 from Mauri-
tius. Complimenting the 
officer-trainees for comple-
tion of training, the SVPNPA 
director said the entire 105-

week training involved 15 
weeks of foundation course 
and 50-week basic course 
(phase-1).This was followed 
by a 30-week district practi-
cal training and a 10-week 
basic course (phase-2). He 
said the course module was 
prepared according to the 
current job requirements 
of the police officers in In-
dia. Attitude training was 
given to enable the officer-
trainees to develop a sym-
pathetic and victim-centric 
approach, he said.  He said 
the indoor and outdoor ex-
posures covered criminal 
procedure code, Indian pe-

nal code and special laws, 
forensics, information and 
communication technol-
ogy, human rights, yoga 
and unarmed combat. He 
said there are 37 lady of-
ficers and they would be 
participating in the parade 
to be  commanded by Sha-
hansha K S of Kerala cadre.  
For the first time, the offi-
cer-trainees would receive 
post-graduation degree, he 
said. Officer-trainees from 
foreign countries would 
receive diploma certificates 
after training, the release 
added.

Govt Says Media Council May Not Be Desirable
Parliamentary Panel Makes Fresh Push

Delhi Feb09: The govern-
ment has told a parliamen-
tary committee that it “may 
not be desirable” to set up 
a unified media council as 
each media platform was 
unique and distinctive in its 
own way with a self-regula-
tory mechanism, prompt-
ing the panel to make a 
fresh push for such a frame-
work with statutory powers 
to enforce advisories. The 
Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Communi-
cations and Information 

Technology, chaired by 
Shiv Sena member Pratap 
Jadhav, had suggested to 

the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting to have a 
media council, contending 
that there were limitations 
in enforcement of advi-
sories issued by the Press 
Council of India and News 
Broadcasting Standards 
Authority. In an action-
taken report on the subject 
‘Ethical Standards in Media 
Coverage’, the committee 
said it had opined that the 
ministry should explore the 
possibility of establishing a 
media council encompass-

ing print, electronic and 
digital media which should 
be equipped with statu-
tory powers to enforce its 
orders where required. The 
committee noted that the 
ministry had informed it 
that there were separate 
regulatory mechanisms for 
different media platforms. 
“... Each platform is unique 
and distinctive in its own 
way and therefore unifying 
and merging them under 
one regulatory.

Pilot Writes To PM
Seeks National Status For Eastern 

Rajasthan Canal Project
Delhi Feb09: Congress lead-
er Sachin Pilot has written 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, urging him to grant 
national status to the East-
ern Rajasthan Canal Project. 
The letter from Pilot, Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot’s for-
mer deputy, comes ahead 
of Modi’s proposed visit to 
Dausa on Sunday. In his let-
ter on Thursday, Pilot said 
the then-state government 
announced the Eastern 
Rajasthan Canal Project 
in the 2017-18 budget as 
a permanent solution to 
the problem of drinking 
and irrigation water in 13 

eastern Rajasthan districts. 
“After that, in a meeting or-
ganised in Rajasthan in the 
year 2018, you also assured 
us to declare this project 
as a national project but 
till now the said project 
has not been declared as a 
national project,” he said. “I 
have come to know.

Adani Is BJP’s ‘Vitamin A’,
Govt Shouldn’t Discriminate Between 

Industrialists: Akh-

Delhi Feb09: Samajwadi 
Party president Akhilesh Ya-
dav on Thursday described 
billionaire tycoon Gautam 

Adani as “Vitamin A” of the 
BJP, saying the government 
should not discriminate be-
tween industrialists. “Indus-
try and industrialists should 
progress, but there should 
not be any discrimination 
against anyone. It cannot 
be the case that one indus-
trialist grows and the other 
does not. The government 
should have the same vi-
sion for everyone,” Yadav 
said. “There should be no 
discrimination between in-
dustrialists, 

Bhubaneswar 
Decked Up To 
Welcome Pres-
ident Droupadi 
Murmu On Fri-
day

Delhi Feb09: Odisha’s capi-
tal has been decked up to 
welcome President Drou-
padi Murmu, who will be-
gin her two-day visit to 
her home state on Friday. 
Huge cut-outs and posters 
of the President dotted the 
streets of Bhubaneswar. 
Murmu will attend two 
functions on Friday, be-
sides visiting Lord Lingaraj 
temple and attending a 
meeting in Cuttack on Sat-
urday. Rama Devi Women’s 
University (RDWU), the 
alma mater of the Presi-
dent, was also decked up 
to welcome Murmu, who 
will attend the institution’s 
convocation. She complet-
ed her BA from here then-
college in 1979. As many as 
7,430 students will get their 
degrees, including 22 gold 
medals, in the convocation. 
Honorary doctorates would 
also be conferred on Odissi 
dancer Aruna Mohanty, lit-
terateur Purnamasi Jani 
from Kandhamal district, 
Soumya Swaminathan, a 
former chief scientist at 
World Health Organisation, 
and social activist Sunitha 
Krishnan. Murmu was con-
ferred with an honorary 
degree in the first convoca-
tion after the college was 
upgraded to a university in 
2021. After reaching Bhu-
baneswar around 11.45 am 
on Friday,.

NCC Instills 
Discipline, Pas-
sion To Serve 
Nation: Manish 
Sisodia

Delhi Feb09: The National 
Cadet Corps (NCC) has in-
stilled patriotic fervour 
among the youth of the 
country and also shows a 
sense of responsibility to 
serve its people, Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish Si-
sodia said on Thursday. 
Felicitating 30 NCC cadets 
for winning various awards 
in the Annual Republic 
Day Camp, Sisodia said the 
facilities and NCC’s rigor-
ous training have empow-
ered the cadets to excel 
and make Delhi residents 
proud. “It is a matter of 
great pride that our NCC 
cadets.

Congress objects 
to Chairman Jag-
deep Dhankhar 
expunging por-
tions from Kharge’s 
speech

Delhi Feb09: Opposition 
Congress on Thursday 
raised an objection to Ra-
jya Sabha Chairman Jag-
deep Dhankhar deleting 
some portions of Leader 
of the Opposition Mallikar-
jun Kharge’s speech from 
official records, saying he 
used no unparliamentary 
words and some of the 
expressions he employed 
were earlier used even by 
former prime minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee. Dhankar 
however ruled out a re-
view saying he has already 
taken a call. At the start of 
day’s proceedings in Rajya 
Sabha, Congress MPs were 
up on their feet question-
ing the rationale behind 
the expunging of remarks 
made on Wednesday.

Delhi excise 
policy PMLA 
case: ED arrests 
advertising com-
pany director
Delhi Feb09: The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) has 
arrested director of an ad-
vertising company, who 
is alleged to have ran the 
AAP campaign during the 
2022 Goa assembly polls, in 
connection with its money 
laundering investigation 
into alleged irregularities 
in the Delhi excise policy, 
officials said Thursday. 
Rajesh Joshi, the director of 
Chariot Productions Media 
Pvt Ltd, was placed under 
arrest under sections of the 
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA). He will 
be produced before a local 
court where the agency will 
seek his custody. The links 
of the advertising company 
promoter with regard to 
alleged diversion of “kick-
backs” for the Goa assem-
bly polls in 2022 are under 
the scanner of the agency, 
they said. The ED has al-
leged in a charge sheet 
submitted to the court that 
a part of the alleged Rs 100 
crore “kickbacks” gener-
ated in the scrapped Delhi 
excise policy were “used” 
in the 2022 Goa assembly 
election campaign of the 
Arvind Kejriwal-led party. 
It alleged that out of the 
“bribe” amount of of Rs 100 
crore made by an entity 
called as the ‘South Group’ 
of liquor businessmen and 
politicians, Rs 30 crore “was 
handled by” an another 
accused Dinesh Arora “in 
connivance” with other ac-
cused Abhishek Boinpally, 
Joshi and a person identi-
fied by his first name, Sud-
hir.
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Telangana to take legal course for rightful 
share in Krishna River water: Harish Rao

Hyderabad: The Telan-
gana government will 
fight for its rightful share 
in the Krishna river wa-
ter and even approach 
the court for justice over 
the Centre’s lackadaisi-
cal attitude in address-
ing the issue. Though 
the State had approached 
the Supreme Court on 
the issue earlier, it with-
drew the petition after 
the Centre assured to re-
solve it. “But so far, the 
Centre has not acted on 
it. We will not hesitate 
to approach the court 
again as we have our 
concerns over the share 
of river water,” Finance 
Minister T Harish Rao 
said in his reply during 
the six-hour marathon 
discussion on the State 
Budget in the Assem-
bly on Wednesday. The 
Telangana government 
would also join the issue 
with that of the Centre’s 
pending dues amounting 
to Rs 1.27 lakh crore. 
Harish also launched a 

broadside against the 
Centre over its discrimi-
nation towards Telan-
gana over the allocation 
of funds, despite emulat-
ing its schemes and also 
presenting awards for its 
performance in different 
sectors. He rubbished re-
marks from BJP MLAs 
that the State Budget 
estimates comprised 
excessive projections. 
Agriculture exports see 
rapid growth in Telan-
gana Telangana likely to 
witness higher growth 
rate during 2023-24 fis-
cal: Harish Rao Harish 

Rao lashes out at Centre 
in budget speech “The 
Centre is not willing to 
honour the recommenda-
tions of apex bodies such 
as the Finance Commis-
sion and NITI Aayog, the 
laws enacted by Parlia-
ment and even its elec-
toral promises. If there 
was a timely release 
of the dues, Telangana 
would have developed 
at a faster pace,” he said, 
asking BJP leaders from 
the State to convince the 
Centre, if they were com-
mitted to Telangana’s de-
velopment. The Finance 

Minister said the BJP 
government at the Centre 
got 21 per cent of its rev-
enue through cesses and 
surcharges, which was 
not being shared with the 
States. If the Centre de-
volved the entire tax col-
lections at 41 per cent of 
its total income, Telanga-
na would have received 
Rs 44,000 crore. Due 
to the Centre’s unilat-
eral decisions, the State 
government suffered a 
net deficit of Rs 15,033 
crore for infrastructure 
development. “After the 
farmers’ protests near 
New Delhi opposing the 
three contentious laws, 
the Centre is now getting 
irritated with a simple 
mention of ‘farmers’ or 
‘agriculture’. It has re-
duced allocations for 
fertilizer subsidy, PM 
KISAN Samman Nidhi, 
PM Fasal Bima Yojana, 
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas 
Yojana, Cotton Corpora-
tion of India (CCI), food 
subsidy and even market 

intervention fund, among 
others,” he said. Allaying 
fears of the Opposition 
over rising debt, Harish 
clarified that the State’s 
debt to GSDP ratio would 
come down from 24.3 
per cent in 2022-23 to Rs 
23.8 per cent in 2023-24, 
while the Centre’s debt 
was growing faster than 
the GDP from 55.9 per 
cent in 2022-23 to 56.2 
per cent next fiscal. The 
debt to GDP ratio of the 
Centre was beyond the 
permissible limits of the 
Fiscal Responsibility 
and Budget Management 
(FRBM) Act. “Of the to-
tal amount borrowed by 
the Centre for the 2023-
24 fiscal, around 48.7 
per cent is spent on daily 
requirements and pay in-
terests. However, Telan-
gana is availing loans 
towards capital expendi-
ture and creating assets 
for the State,” he said, 
adding that with 90.3 per 
cent accuracy, the State 
government realised the 

NIT Students Among 4 Arrested by Hyderabad 
Police For Malpractice in GRE, TOEFL

Hyderabad police arrest-
ed four persons includ-
ing a final year BTech 
student from NIT Raipur 
on charges of organising 
and facilitating cheating 
in foreign exams such as 
Graduate Record Exami-
nations (GRE) and the 
Test of English as a For-
eign Language (TOEFL), 
officials said. The ar-
rested have been identi-
fied as Mandala Shravan 
Kumar who is the BTech 
student, Mandala Sai 
Santosh, P Kishore, and 
Arkatala Kiran Kumar, 
whereas two others G S J 
Aditya and Guna Shekar 
are absconding, the po-
lice said in a statement. 
Powered by A couple of 
weeks ago, the agency 
authorised to conduct 
GRE/TOEFL in India 
complained to the Hy-
derabad police after it de-
tected instances of cheat-
ing aided by an organised 
gang of fraudsters. In its 
complaint, the Educa-
tional Testing Service 
(ETS), a private non-
profit educational testing 
and assessment organisa-

tion based in New Jersey, 
has informed the police 
that fraudsters were aid-
ing candidates to ace the 
test. The ETS had con-
ducted a decoy operation 
with help of a private 
investigator and found 
cheating in GRE. Joint 
Commissioner (Central 
Crime Station-Detective 
Department) Gajarao 
Bhupal told the media 
that the accused gave 
advertisements on social 
media to attract students 
who aspired to study 
abroad. “Aditya and 
Shravan are final-year 
BTech students of NIT 
Raipur. They used to help 
their friends write GRE/
TOEFL exams. In return 
for a charge of Rs 20,000, 
they would help students 

get good scores in these 
exams,” he said. The 
officer said that as stu-
dents have the option to 
take the test from home, 
Aditya and Shravan col-
lected the details of stu-
dents and wrote the exam 
at a friend’s house. “Dur-
ing the exam, Kishore or 
Santosh hid in the room 
and secretly took a photo 
of the question paper and 
sent it to Shravan via 
WhatsApp. Shravan then 
prepared the answers and 
sent them to Kishore or 
Santosh. They then pass 
it on to the students writ-
ing the exam,” he said. 
According to the police, 
the accused have helped 
50 candidates cheat in 
the exam.

Telangana Budget will fall flat, 
says Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka

Hyderabad: Congress 
Legislative Party leader 
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka 
said that though the State 
Budget looked ‘very 
huge’ in terms of alloca-
tions, there was no scope 
for its implementation as 
the revenue projections 
did not match the funds 
likely to be received by 
the State during 2023-24 
fiscal. Taking part in the 
debate on the Budget in 
the Legislative Assembly 
on Wednesday, the CLP 
leader said the State gov-
ernment had proposed 
an expenditure outlay of 
Rs 2,90,396 crore, but 
nearly Rs 70,000 crore 
out of it won’t come as 
they were Central funds 

and grants. During the 
current fiscal year, the 
Central grant projections 
were Rs 40,000 crore, but 
only Rs 9,000 crore was 
released, hence, what 
was the guarantee that the 
Centre would release the 

entire projected grant for 
2023-24, he asked. BRS 
MLA takes dig at BJP’s 
‘double engine’ Centre 
owes Rs.370 crore to the 
State: Niranjan Reddy 
“We have been observ-
ing that the Central grant 

has never crossed Rs 
10,000 crore in the last 
eight years. Hence, an-
nouncing schemes and 
programmes projecting 
it was wrong,” he said. 
Since the 2023-24 Bud-
get was increased by over 

Rs 30,000 crore over the 
current fiscal, how would 
the government be able 
to fund all the promises 
made in the Budget, he 
asked, stating that the 
Budget would not fulfil 
the aspirations of the peo-
ple of Telangana. Com-
menting on the Hinden-
burg-Adani controversy, 
Vikramarka alleged that 
Prime Minister Modi was 
trying to save industrial-
ist Gautam Adani. The 
BJP-led government at 
the Centre was handing 
over all the wealth of the 
country to crony capital-
ists, he said and urged 
opposition parties to join 
hands in exposing the ill 
intentions of the BJP.

‘Telangana extends pension of Rs 
2,000; Centre’s offers only Rs 200

Hyderabad: Panchayat 
Raj and Rural Develop-
ment Minister E Dayakar 
Rao said the State gov-
ernment was extending 
a monthly pension of Rs 
2,000, while the union 
Government offered 
only Rs 200. In Telan-
gana, over 44 lakh pen-
sions were offered and of 
these, the Centre’s contri-
bution was just six lakh, 
he said in the Legislative 
Council here on Wednes-
day.BJP leaders boast 

about the Centre’s con-
tribution to Telangana. In 
reality, the Centre offers 
just Rs 200 as monthly 
pension to the poor, the 
Minister said while re-
plying to a question by 
AIMIM MLC Syed Ami-
nul Hasan Jafri. “In the 
united Andhra Pradesh, 
successive governments 
spent Rs 861 crore a 
year towards pensions. 
The Telangana govern-
ment is spending about 
Rs 971 crore per month 

and Rs 12,000 crore a 
year,” Dayakar Rao said, 
adding that Telangana 
was the only State in the 
country extending pen-
sions to toddy tappers, 
weavers, beedi workers, 
single women and even 
dialysis patients. To help 
the poor and elderly, the 
State government had 
lowered the eligibil-
ity from 65 years to 57 
years under the Aasara 
scheme. Accordingly, 
8,11,817 applications 
were received through 
Mee Seva and 6,05,018 
applications were sanc-
tioned till date during the 
current financial year. Of 
language Amidst serious 
questioning by members. 
and replies by Ministers, 
there was some light ban-
ter as well in the Legisla-
tive Council.

Kavitha terms PM Modi’s speech 
disappointing, rhetorical

Over 26,000 government schools to get 
facelift in Telangana: Sabitha

Hyderabad: Education 
Minister P Sabitha In-
dra Reddy said all ef-
forts were being made to 
complete the Mana Ooru 
Mana Badi programme’s 
first phase by June this 
year. The State govern-
ment was taking up the 
programme in 26,065 
government schools in 
three phases, spread over 
three years and with a 
financial outlay of Rs 
7,289.54 crore. Under 
phase I, 12 different 
components works were 
being executed in 9,123 

schools at an estimated 
cost of Rs 3,497.62 crore. 
Telangana Budget: Edu-
cation Dept gets ‘quality’ 
push, Rs 19,093 crore al-
located Socio Economic 
Outlook: Telangana govt 

schools see steady rise 
in admissions Respond-
ing to a question by BRS 
MLC Tata Madhusudhan 
in the Legislative Coun-
cil here on Wednesday, 
the Minister said sports 

and library facilities were 
also being arranged in 
10,000 schools under the 
programme. Each class-
room was being equipped 
with four fans and four 
lights. As per the instruc-
tions of Chief Minister 
K Chandrashekhar Rao, 
solar panels were being 
installed in the schools 
to cut down the power 
bills, she said. Already, 
solar panels were being 
set up in 1,521 schools 
with a cost of Rs 32 crore 
in addition to the 12 com-
ponents works under the 

programme. On the slug-
gish pace of works in few 
schools, the Minister said 
generally works below 
Rs 30 lakh were executed 
by School Management 
Committees. To execute 
works above Rs 30 lakh, 
tenders were being float-
ed, she said. However, 
in many cases, there was 
no reply from bidders for 
tenders even after they 
were called for four to 
five times. In such cases, 
the government has de-
cided to entrust the task 
of executing the works.

Hyderabad: Terming 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi‘s response to 
the Motion of Thanks on 
the President’s address 
in Parliament ‘disap-
pointing’ and ‘rhetori-
cal’, BRS MLC K Ka-
vitha said the reply had 
no mention of the Adani 
group and the alleged 
loss of money belonging 
to middle class people 
and general public. She 
found the speech to be 
repetitive and stated that 
heckling the Opposition 
would not redeem the 
Prime Minister from his 

responsibilities. Speak-
ing to mediapersons 
here, Kavitha said the 
BJP government at the 
Centre emulates the flag-
ship schemes of Telan-
gana, but does not do jus-

tice. She cited that Modi 
copied Chief Minister K 
Chandrashekhar Rao‘s 
Rythu Bandhu scheme 
to implement PM Kisan 
Yojana, but shared ben-
eficiary numbers which 

Centre’s conspiracies to privatize Singareni will be opposed, says KTR
Hyderabad: Industries 
Minister KT Rama Rao 
said conspiracies being 
hatched by the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre to 
privatize the Singareni Col-
lieries Company Limited 
(SCCL) would be opposed 
and assured all support to 
the employees. The union 
government was plan-
ning to transform SCCL 
into a sick unit and hand 
over the company to a pri-
vate organization, he said. 
“We will oppose all such 
conspiracies. If required, 
agitations will be launched 

along with SCCL employ-
ees and political parties,” 
Rama Rao said in the State 
Assembly here on Thurs-
day. The State government 
has been urging the union 
government to allocate 
four coal blocks to SCCL 
on nomination basis for 
mining. To this effect, Chief 
Minister K Chandrashek-
har Rao had written to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. Yet the BJP govern-
ment was not considering 
Telangana’s pleas, the Min-
ister said during Question 
Hour. Interestingly, the 

union government had al-
located blocks to Gujarat 
Mineral Development Cor-
poration on nomination 
basis. When the Telangana 
government wanted allo-
cation of blocks on nomi-
nation basis, the union 
government directed SCCL 
to participate in the open 
auction, he said. “This is 
nothing but the union 
government’s discrimina-
tion and hatred towards 
Telangana” Rama Rao said. 
Similarly, the union gov-
ernment was misleading 
the people over establish-

ing the Bayyaram steel 
plant. The Centre has been 
saying it was not feasible 
citing poor quality iron 
ores. With the Steel Au-
thority of India Limited not 
initiating measures, the 
State government was ex-
ploring alternate options, 
including roping in private 
companies, he said. Dur-
ing the World Economic 
Forum (WEF), preliminary 
meetings were held with 
representatives of Jindal 
and Mittal companies, the 
Minister said. “If the union 
government does not 

set up the steel plant at 
Bayyaram, efforts will be 
made to set up the plant ei-
ther through private com-
panies or Singareni,” Rama 
Rao said. Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi working president 
and Industries Minister KT 
Rama Rao instructed party 
leaders to work in coordi-
nation and make the in-
augural programme of the 
new Secretariat and the 
public meeting at Parade 
Grounds on February 17 
a grand success. With the 
State government naming 
the Secretariat complex 

after Dr. BR Ambedkar, in-
structions were issued to 
the party leaders to con-
duct special programmes 
in all assembly constitu-
encies. On Thursday, the 
Minister held a meeting 
over the arrangements 
for the inauguration and 
the public meeting with 
Ministers, MLAs and BRS 
leaders from the Greater 
Hyderabad region. A spe-
cial meeting would be 
conducted on Monday to 
discuss more aspects with 
party leaders from Greater 
Hyderabad, he said.
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Economic independence as important as marriage: CM Stalin
Chennai: Economic in-
dependence was as im-
portant as marriage for 
women, Chief Minister 
M K Stalin told college 
students, urging them to 
make use of the educa-
tional opportunities in 
the State to the fullest 
to create eligible job op-
portunities that would 
stand them in good stead 
all through the lives and 
also enable them to make 
a mark with their indi-
vidual identities. Speak-
ing at the launch of the 
second phase of the 
Moovalur Ramamirtham 
Ammaiyar memorial 
‘Puthumai Penn’ (Mod-

ern Woman) scheme at 
the Hindu College at Pat-
tabiram in Thiruvallur 
district on Wednesday, 
Stalin stressed on the 
need for women students 
to pursue their studies 

studiously without any 
diversion in mind and 
utilize college education 
for upward mobility in 
life. The scheme, under 
which girls from govern-
ment schools would get a 

monthly assistance of Rs 
1000 when they pursue 
higher education courses, 
was envisaged to prevent 
girls from dropping out 
after school, he said, add-
ing that the scheme had 
encouraged 12,000 girls, 
who would have other-
wise dropped out due to 
family circumstances, to 
continue their studies. 
Also, the scheme had im-
pelled 10,146 girls who 
left education after school 
in the last five years to 
join colleges and insti-
tutes of higher education, 
he said, giving a breakup 
of the social categories of 
students benefited by the 

monthly assistance. Of 
the total 1,56,016 benefi-
ciaries, 48,660 belonged 
to the Backward Classes, 
50,550 to the Most Back-
ward Classes, 44,880 to 
the Schedule Castes and 
1,900 to the Scheduled 
Tribes. ‘Puthumai Penn’ 
scheme exemplified the 
Dravidian Model of gov-
ernance by the DMK gov-
ernment that was carry-
ing forward the vision of 
the Dravidian Movement 
that strove for women’s 
emancipation through its 
policy decisions and by 
creating an idea of equal 
education at a time when 
communal, caste, 

Rare sculpture of Nagabrahma found in Udupi district
Udupi: A team of archae-
ologists led by Professor 
Murugeshi T, associate pro-
fessor of Ancient History 
and Archaeology at MSRS 
College in Shirva, has 
found a unique sculpture 
at Korangabettu in Udupi 
district. During an archeo-
logical exploration at Nan-
dalike in Karkala taluk they 
stumbled upon a unique 
sculpture worshipped as 
Nagabrahma. Nagabrahma 
or Nagabermer is one of the 
chief deities of Tulunadu 
(Coastal Karnataka) wor-
shipped in various forms. 

The one discovered at Ko-
rangabettu is one of the 
unique idols found in the 
region to date. According 
to Prof Murugeshi, while 
Naga images are commonly 
found in Coastal Karnataka, 
the association with Shaiva, 
Bhairava, Buddhist, and 
Jaina Cults is particularly 
intriguing. The deity is in a 
standing posture with four 
hands, holding an axe in the 
upper right hand, a shield in 
the upper left hand, a danda 
in the lower right hand, and 
a human head in the fourth. 
Atop the deity’s head sits a 

three-hooded serpent in four 
knots, serving as headgear. 
No attendants are shown in 
the sculpture, and the deity 
is dressed in a half-lower 
garment. Professor Muru-
geshi noted that the image is 
in the style of folk tradition 
and may date to the 14th- 
15th century. “The deity is 
worshipped as Nagabrah-
ma. But Iconographically 
the image resembles the 
legendary hero Parashura-
ma, known for destroying 
the Khashtriyas and creat-
ing the region of Tulunadu,” 
Prof Murugeshi told.

Major investment in Telangana!  
Mahindra & Mahindra 
Limited to set up Last Mile 
Mobility EV manufactur-
ing facility in Zaheerabad, 
with an investment of Rs 
1,000 Crores. An MoU was 
signed between Telangana 
Govt. and Mahindra Group 
in the presence of Minister 
KTR. The state-of-the-art 
facility from M&M is an 
expansion of their exist-
ing factory in Zaheerabad, 
and creates employment 
to about 1000 people. The 
company will collaborate with Telangana Govern-

ment to lay down the roadmap for development of EV 
and ESS manufacturing units in the State.

Governor chairs discussion on 
healthcare sector  

Hyderabad, Feb 9: “Mas-
sive allocation made to 
the healthcare sector in 
the Union Budget-2023 
will help create a sustain-
able healthcare sector in 
the country,” said Governor 
Dr Tamilisai Soundarara-
jan. chairing a session on 
“Health sector initiatives 
and allocations proposed 
in the Union Budget 2023-
24” at Raj Bhavan here 
on Thursday, Dr. Tamilisai 
Soundararajan stated that 
the budgetary allocation 
had the potential to make 
the best possible health-
care accessible and afford-
able to the people across 
the country. Expressing 

confidence, the Governor 
said that a huge allocation 
of Rs 89,155 crore made 
for the Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare in the 
recent budget would tre-
mendously transform the 
healthcare infrastructure 
and services in the coun-
try. The Governor said 
that medical education, 
paramedical sector, health 
insurance coverage to the 
people, and telemedicine 
would get a major boost 
through this futuristic bud-
getary allocation for the 
healthcare sector. Refer-
ring to the increased outlay 
for the Ayushman Bharat, 
she stated that it would 

expedite the govern-
ment’s target to bring 40 
crore more people under 
the health insurance cov-
erage under the scheme. 
The Governor said that in-
creased allocation for the 
health research and open-
ing up of the ICMR Labs 
for collaborative research 
would boost the innova-
tion and contribute to the 
quality research in the sec-
tor. Top officials from the 
CCMB, AIIMS, Bibinagar, 
NIN, ESIC Medical College, 
and eminent medical pro-
fessionals were among 
those who took part in the 
deliberations initiated by 
the Governor. EOM

CP decides auction vehicles caught in 
various cases : CP Nagaraju 

Bureau Chief M.A.Samad 
: Nizamabad February 
09 ; The Nizamabad Po-
lice Commissionerate has 
decided to auction the 
vehicles of those caught 
in drunken driving, aban-
doned in different areas, 
those caught with vehicles 
in other crimes and not tak-
ing the vehicles. According 
to the City Police Act, the 
said vehicles will be auc-
tioned after 06 months. 
To this extent, Nizamabad 
Police Commissionerate 
posted details on Twitter 
and Facebook on Thurs-
day. 226 different types 
of vehicles seized by the 

police in the above-men-
tioned cases are in the po-
lice line of Commissioner.  

If the owners of the re-
spective vehicles bring the 
correct certificates related 

to the respective vehicles 
and show them along with 
Nizamabad Reserve Divi-

sion (Admin) Police Offi-
cer, their vehicles will be 
handed over on the orders 
of the Commissioner of Po-
lice, who examines them. 
Details of concerned ve-
hicles www.nizamabadpo-
lice.in Posted in *https://
twitter.com/cp_nizam-
abad https://www.face-
book.com/cpnizamabad 
Anil Kumar, Reserve Divi-
sion Officer (Admin), Cell 
No : 87126-59701 may be 
contacted for other details.  
It is known that Nizam-
abad Police has conducted 
auctions for such vehicles 
in the past.

Complete the development works within 
deadline: Collector Sikta Patnaik 

Dr Srinivas Vooradi Hanu-
makonda, Feb 9: District 
Collector Sikta Patnaik 
directed the officials to 
speed up the development 
works taken up under the 
Hanumakonda district lim-
its of the Greater Waran-
gal Municipal Corporation 
(GWMC) and complete 
them within the speci-
fied timeframe. She along 
with GWMC Commis-
sioner  Pravinya inspected 
the ongoing development 
works in the city (within 
Hanumakonda district) 
through GWMC, Kakatiya 
Urban Development Au-
thority (KUDA), Irrigation 
and Smart City Mission. 

She inspected the works of 
15 MLD sewage treatment 
plant at Pragati Nagar. Af-

ter visiting the Bandham 
cheruvu, she directed the 
officials  to complete the 

tendering process for the 
development of the 570 
metre  long area. During 
her inspection to the Vai-
kunthadham at Sammaiah 
Nagar, she asked the of-
ficials to make arrange-
ments for the inaugura-
tion. She also inspected 
the ongoing works of the 
integrated Veg and non-
veg market being built at a 
cost of Rs 4 crore near Cir-
cuit Guest House. The Col-
lector also inspected the 
nala works being done by 
the irrigation department 
at 100 feet road of Sam-
maiah Nagar. Later, she 
inspected the infrastruc-
ture facilities developed 

under the ‘Mana Ooru 
Mana Badi’ programme at 
the Government Practic-
ing School and progress of 
the Science Park. She also 
inspected the Smart Roads 
and the Bhadrakali Bund 
second phase taken up 
under the Smart City Mis-
sion. She also inspected 
the works being carried 
out on Bondi vagu nala  by 
the Irrigation Department 
and sought the details on 
the progress. Later, Patnaik 
inspected the progress of 
Kaloji Kalakshetra works 
under KUDA at an estimat-
ed cost of Rs.73 crore.

Is 12% Muslim reservation a mirage? 
MPJ Abdul Aziz —- Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : Nizam-
abad February 09 ; Telan-
gana State MPJ President 
Abdul Aziz severely criti-
cized CM KCR’s failure to 
implement the 12 percent 
reservation guarantee for 
Muslim minorities and res-
ervations remained a mi-
rage.  He said that the fact 
that KCR did not propose 
12 percent reservation 
despite coming to power 
twice, and did not pay at-
tention to the demands 
of Muslim communities, 
shows his sincerity towards 
the development and wel-
fare of Muslims.  Abdul 
Aziz demanded that 12 

percent reservation should 
be legalized on the basis of 
population and given op-

portunities to Muslims in 
the fields of education and 
employment.

TNGOU Organised 
membership registration : 

Bureau Chief M.A.Samad : 
Kamareddy February 09 ; 
Membership registration 
program of Kamareddy 
district chief planning of-
ficer office employees un-
der TNGO’s Kamareddy 
district.  The office of the 

Chief Planning Officer 
(CPO) in the office complex 
Kamareddy organized a 
membership registration 
program for the employ-
ees of Kamareddy district 
M. Devaraj, Vice President 
Laxman.

Check the works of our village - our school : 

Bureau Chief M.A.Samad 
: Nizamabad February 09 
; Meanwhile, Collector 
Rajeev Gandhi Hanuman-
thu inspected the ongo-
ing Mana Uru-Mana Badi 
work at Zilla Parishad High 
School in Vaddepally vil-
lage of Varni Mandal.  The 
Collector inspected the 

newly constructed addi-
tional classrooms, toilets, 
dining hall, kitchen shed 
and the designated area 
for construction of mini 
stadium.  The local authori-
ties and public represen-
tatives have brought the 
problems in the school to 
the notice of the collector 

and have responded posi-
tively that they will work 
hard to solve them.  The 
Collector directed the of-
ficials to carry out armed 
supervision to ensure that 
the works are completed 
with quality and within the 
stipulated time.

Bureau Chief M.A.Samad : Today at Balasadan in the district center,  Employees JAC 
District Chairman Aluka Kishan , TNGO District Secretary Sangam Amruth Kumar, who 
attended the “Pasupu Kunkuma” program organized today as Chief Guests on behalf 

of TNGO and congratulated the members .

Bureau Chief M.A.Samad : Today at TNGO district office Aluka Kishan, District Chairman 
of Employees JAC and Sangam Amruth Kumar, District Secretary of TNGO had a long 

discussion on the problems of ICDS Anganwadi women employees.
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AAP Denies “Snooping” Allegations 
Against Manish Sisodia, BJP Seeks Probe

New Delhi: A row erupt-
ed on Wednesday over a 
CBI report claiming po-
litical intelligence gath-
ering by the Feedback 
Unit (FBU) formed by 
the AAP after coming to 
power in Delhi in 2015, 
with the BJP demand-
ing registration of case 
against Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia. 
Hitting back, the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) said 
the BJP’s allegation that 
Mr Sisodia was involved 
in “political snooping” is 
“completely false”. The 
Kejriwal government 
claimed in a statement 
that these all cases are 
“politically motivated”. 
“The CBI and ED should 
rather investigate the 
dubious relationship be-
tween Modi and Adani 
where the real corruption 

happened,” it alleged. The 
CBI in its preliminary in-
quiry report found that 
the FBU formed through 
a Delhi cabinet decision 
on September 29, 2015 
indulged in gathering po-
litical intelligence. Delhi 
BJP president Virendra 
Sachdeva alleged that the 
AAP since its inception 
has been working with 
hostility towards its po-
litical opponents. “The 
Kejriwal government 
formed FBU to keep an 
eye on not only its politi-
cal opponents but Union 
Ministers, MPs, LG Of-
fice, media houses, lead-
ing businessmen and also 
the judges,” Mr Sachdeva 
charged in a press con-
ference. The CBI in its 
report submitted to Vigi-
lance department sought 
approval of the Lieuten-

ant Governor (LG) who 
is competent authority 
in the matter, to register 
a case against Deputy 
CM Manish Sisodia who 
played an “active role” 
in creation of the FBU. 
The central agency also 
sought permission of the 
LG for registering cases 
against others involved in 
functioning of the FBU. 
Sources said LG VK Sax-
ena has referred the CBI 
request to the President 

through the Ministry of 
Home Affairs, for regis-
tration of a case against 
Sisodia. The LG has also 
sent the CBI recommen-
dation to Home minis-
try, regarding registra-
tion of cases against then 
FBU joint director, RK 
Sinha, and FBU officers 
Pradeep Kumar Punj and 
Satish Khetrapa. Approv-
al for the prosecution 
against then Vigilance 
director, Sukesh Kumar 

Jain, an IRS officer, will 
come from the Finance 
ministry, they said. The 
approval has, however, 
been given by the LG 
for registration of a case 
against Delhi Chief 
Minister’s advisor Go-
pal Mohan, the sources 
said. The AAP in a state-
ment said “the whole 
country knows political 
spying is done by Modi 
not Manish Sisodia. An 
FIR should be registered 
against Modi not Manish 
Sisodia,” the party said 
in its statement. Man-
ish Sisodia Proposed To 
Scrap 244 School Princi-
pals Posts: Delhi Lt Gov-
ernor Manish Sisodia 
Proposed To Scrap 244 
School Principals Posts: 
Delhi Lt Governor BJP 
Believes In Hooliganism, 
Obstructing Delhi Mayor 

Delhi Girl Kidnapped, Later 
Found Abandoned

New Delhi: A minor girl 
was allegedly abducted 
from near Jhandewa-
lan Mandir in Delhi on 
Wednesday and was later 
abandoned near a temple, 
the police said. Central 
Delhi Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police Shweta 
Chauhan said that the 
incident occurred when 
a woman and her daugh-
ter were standing on the 
streets in the area when 

two bike-borne assailants 
snatched her daughter 
and fled the spot. “We 
received two PCR calls 
at 5.16 pm and 5.21 pm 
on Wednesday regarding 
the abduction of the child 
from outside Rani Jhansi 
Road following the po-
lice’s quick action in the 
matter,” she said. Based 
on the information, sev-
eral police teams swung 
into action to trace the 

girl. The DCP further 
said that a call was re-
ceived at child helpline 
1098 and the girl was 
found at Maurice Nagar 
in northeast Delhi. “A 
case has been registered 
under IPC section 363 
(punishment for kidnap-
ping) at the DBG Road 
police station. Further in-
vestigation is in progress. 
The accused will also be 
arrested soon.

Delhi’s Waste-To-Wonder Park To Get Dinosaurs Soon
New Delhi: Delhi will 
soon get a theme park 
featuring dinosaur sculp-
tures made of nearly 
250 tonnes of scrap. Lt 
Governor VK Saxena on 
Wednesday laid the foun-
dation stone for the sec-
ond phase of the Waste-
to-Wonder Park at Sarai 
Kale Khan, officials said, 
adding that the dinosaur 
park would be construct-
ed at a cost of ₹ 13.72 
crore. “Under the dino-
saur theme park project, 
15 movable and standing 
dinosaur structures will 
be constructed from ap-
proximately 250 tonnes 
of scrap material,” a se-
nior official said. Union 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
had inaugurated the 
Waste to Wonder Park in 
Rajiv Gandhi Smriti Van 
near Sarai Kale Khan in 
February 2019. The sec-
ond phase will be devel-
oped on a 3.5-acre land 

at the Waste-to-Wonder 
Park, the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) 
said in a statement. Ahead 
of the G20 Summit, such 
a project will enhance the 
beauty and green cover 
of the national capital, it 
added. “Movable struc-
tures of dinosaurs like 
Coelophysis, Brontosau-
rus, Velociraptor, Tsin-
tausaurus, Deinosuchus, 
Deinonychus, Rajasau-
rus, Prenocepahale, An-

kylosaurus, Triceratops, 
Amargasaurus, Spino-
saure, Tyrannosaure, 
Diplodocus and Stego-
saurus will be installed,” 
the MCD said. The park 
will be illuminated with 
ornamental lighting and 
have an aesthetic sound 
facility. Man Killed After 
Explosion At Gas Cylin-
der Shop In Delhi Man 
Killed After Explosion 
At Gas Cylinder Shop In 
Delhi Delhi’s Maximum 

Temperature Soars To 29 
Degrees Celsius Delhi’s 
Maximum Temperature 
Soars To 29 Degrees 
Celsius Delhi Kabaddi 
Player Accuses Coach Of 
Rape, Extortion, Black-
mail. Case Filed Delhi 
Kabaddi Player Accuses 
Coach Of Rape, Extor-
tion, Blackmail. Case 
Filed The landscaping 
will be done by planting 
trees, shrubs, grass and 
ornamental plants. It will 

have sitting facilities, 
connecting walkways 
to all sculptures, garden 
huts and a food court area 
for visitors, the officials 
said. The Waste-to-Won-
der Park, built at a cost 
of ₹ 7.5 crore, features a 
60-ft Eiffel Tower, a 20-
ft Taj Mahal and replicas 
of five other wonders of 
the world, built using 150 
tonnes of industrial and 
other waste. VK Sax-
ena also flagged off four 
tree-pruning hydraulic 
lift machines. These ma-
chines will be help prune 
big trees. With the help of 
hydraulic buckets fitted 
on these machines, the 
workers will be able to 
prune the trees in a safe 
and easy way, the MCD 
said. Municipal Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Bharti, 
local councillor Sarita 
Chaudhary and other se-
nior officials were pres-
ent on the occasion.t

Teacher Detained For Sexually 
Assaulting Class 3 Girl In Delhi School

New Delhi: A 40-year-old 
teacher in a government 
school in east Delhi has 
been detained for alleg-
edly sexually assaulting 
an eight-year-old Class 
3 girl inside the school 
premises, police said on 
Wednesday. The sports 
teacher has been associ-
ated with the school in 

east Delhi’s New Ashok 
Nagar area since 2016 
and is now being ques-
tioned, an official said. 
The incident took place 
last week when the child 
was allegedly lured by 
the man and taken to a 
secluded place inside the 
school where he sexually 
assaulted her. The matter 

came to light when her 
mother got suspicious 
about her child’s behav-
iour. The eight-year-old 
narrated what had hap-
pened when her mother 
asked her about it. The 
parents approached the 
police on Wednesday 
after that. Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (east) 
Amrutha Guguloth said 
a team was sent to the 
spot after they received 
a call about the incident 
that happened about 
four, five days earlier. 
The girl has been coun-
selled and medically ex-
amined. A case has been 
registered against the 
accused teacher under 
Sections 376 (rape) and 
506 (criminal intimida-
tion) of the Indian Penal 
Code and other relevant 
sections of Protection of 
Children from Sexual Of-
fences Act.

Maximum Temperature Settles 
At 24.5 Degrees In Delhi

New Delhi: Mercury fell 
by a notch in the national 
capital on Wednesday as 
the maximum tempera-
ture settled at 24.5 de-
grees Celsius. The rela-
tive humidity in the city 
was recorded at 48 per 
cent at 5:30 pm. Delhi 
on Wednesday logged 
the minimum tempera-
ture at 9.7 degrees Cel-
sius, while the maximum 
temperature settled at 
24.5 degrees Celsius, a 
notch above normal. On 
Tuesday, the city had re-
corded a low of 12.8 de-
grees Celsius and a high 
of 25.4 degrees Celsius. 
The weatherman has 
forecast mainly clear 

sky. The national capital 
had on Monday logged 
a maximum temperature 
of 29 degrees Celsius, six 
notches above normal and 

the highest in February in 
two years, according to 
the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD).

Driving tests in Delhi to go fully automated by March
NEW DELHI: Driving 
tests in Delhi will be 
completely automated 
soon. There are 13 auto-
mated driving test tracks 
in the city, out of which 
12 are already operating 
in automatic mode. The 
Lado Sarai driving test 
track, which is undergo-
ing automation, will be 
inaugurated either in the 
last week of February or 
early March, said trans-
port commissioner Ash-
ish Kundra. The Lado 
Sarai test track caters to 
people living in south 
Delhi areas like Green 
Park, Vasant Kunj, Hauz 
Khas, Vasant Vihar, Mu-
nirka, Safdarjung En-
clave and Mehrauli. Un-

der the automated driving 
licence test, applicants 
are tested on as many as 
24 parameters through 
sensors and cameras in-
stalled on the tracks. 
With no human interven-
tion, the driver could ei-

ther “pass” or “fail” de-
pending on whether they 
are able to complete all 
the tasks. Transport min-
ister Kailash Gahlot said, 
“The idea is to not just 
make Delhi more techni-
cally advanced but also 

ensure people’s safety. 
These automated tracks 
will check a driver’s skill 
in a better way and will 
cut down the number of 
untrained drivers going 
on the road.” A senior 
official of the transport 
department said that the 
automation work was 
in the final stages with 
software integration be-
ing done. “Other equip-
ment like sensors and 
overhead cameras have 
been fixed. A dry run 
will be done in a week’s 
time,” he added. Delhi’s 
first automated driving 
test track was started in 
Sarai Kale Khan in June 
2018 in a bid to assess 
applicants’ driving skills 

in a fair manner and to 
minimise corruption in 
regional transport offices. 
Once all test tracks go 
automatic, the chances of 
human intervention will 
be eliminated, meaning 
that one will have to pass 
the entire test to qualify. 
This will result in better 
drivers on roads, thereby 
improving overall road 
safety. “Unsuccessful 
applicants can also ex-
amine their deficiencies 
by looking at the video-
recording of the test,” 
the official said. Around 
40,000 people take tests 
for driver’s licence in a 
month in Delhi. Another 
senior official said that 
the pass percentage.

Ex Delhi Prisons Chief Demanded 10 
Crore From Retired Bureaucrat

New Delhi: A retired IAS 
officer has alleged that he 
received death threats from 
a dismissed warder of Delhi 
Prisons who also demanded 
₹ 10 crore from him, po-
lice said on Wednesday. 
The victim filed a police 
complaint on Sunday al-
leging that Yogesh Kumar 
Meena and his accomplice 
Sachin were threatening 
him and demanding ₹ 10 
crore within seven days. He 
claimed the torture has been 

going on since he joined 
the Delhi Cooperative Tri-
bunal. The ex-bureaucrat 
said he had filed several 

complaints against Meena 
at the Tughlak Road police 
station. He said he had also 
complained to the Director 

General of Delhi Prisons 
following which Meena 
was terminated from ser-
vice on February 2. Police 
said both the parties knew 
each other through com-
munity gatherings. 2 Ar-
rested For Duping Thou-
sands With Male Escort 
Job Offers: Delhi Cops 2 
Arrested For Duping Thou-
sands With Male Escort Job 
Offers: Delhi Cops Hospi-
tal Housekeeper Arrested 
For Killing 88-Year-Old 

Arvind Kejriwal Hands Over Rs 1 Crore Cheque 
To Family Of Cop Stabbed To Death

New Delhi: Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal today 
handed over a cheque for 
₹ 1 crore to the family 
members of Delhi Po-
lice personnel Shambhu 
Dayal, who died after be-
ing stabbed by a snatcher 
here. Arvind Kejriwal 
said the entire country is 
proud of Dayal, who was 
an assistant sub-inspector 
in the Delhi Police. “We 
handed over a cheque for 
₹ 1 crore to his family. 

Hope this will help them 
to some extent. We are 
there for the family,” he 
said. Dayal was taking 
the snatcher to the Maya-
puri police station after 
placing him under arrest 
when he was repeatedly 
attacked with a knife by 
the latter. The ASI sub-
sequently succumbed to 
his injuries. The elder 
daughter of the police-
man, Gayatri, thanked 
Arvind Kejriwal. Watch: 

Food Blogger Spots Ar-
vind Kejriwal’s Dop-
pelganger In Gwalior, 
Internet Stunned Watch: 
Food Blogger Spots Ar-
vind Kejriwal’s Dop-
pelganger In Gwalior, 
Internet Stunned “Even 
Parliament Says Delhi’s 
Air Quality Has Im-
proved”: Arvind Kejri-
wal “Even Parliament 
Says Delhi’s Air Quality 
Has Improved”: Arvind 
Kejriwal Congress Seeks 

Arvind Kejriwal’s Resig-
nation Over Delhi Liquor 
Policy Case Congress 
Seeks Arvind Kejriwal’s 
Resignation Over Delhi 
Liquor Policy Case “My 
father was a heart pa-
tient. He had a stent but 
still, never took leave. 
For him, work was most 
important. I feel proud 
of him,” she said. Dayal, 
who was posted at the 
Mayapuri police station.
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Adani row: Indian PM ignores the 
opposition’s allegations

Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi ignored 
the Adani row completely 
in his reply to the motion 
of thanks on the Presi-
dent’s address in par-
liament on Wednesday. 
That despite repeated 
disruptions from oppo-
sition lawmakers’ alle-
gations of his close ties 
with billionaire Gautam 
Adani. Over the past few 
days, the Adani group’s 
stock plunge has sparked 
protests and arrests, with 
opposition lawmakers 
demanding the Prime 
Minister respond to what 
they call India’s question 
- why is the government 
silent on Adani empire’s 
stocks rout and Hinden-
burg’s allegations? The 
opposition’s questions 
also concerned the conta-
gion risks from the sharp 
plunge in Adani firms’ 
share value, especially on 
the risk to Indian banks 

and the government-led 
Life Insurance Corpora-
tion’s exposure to Ad-
ani. The Indian empire 
has lost over $110 bil-
lion in market value in 
two weeks since a U.S. 
short-sellers critical re-
port was published on 
January 24th. Concerns 
about Adani group com-
panies have been raised 
in various quarters, in-
cluding lenders’ expo-
sure. But Reserve Bank 
of India Governor Shak-
tikanta Das on Wednes-
day dismissed any risks 
from Adani on the Indian 
Banking System. Das 
said the strength, size 
and resilience of the In-
dian banking system now 
are much stronger and 
larger “to be affected by 
a case like this” about the 
developments at Adani 
group. Since Tuesday, 
Adani shares have re-
covered and stalled an 

eight-day plunge. The 
resurgence in Adani 
group’s shares continued 
on Wednesday after solid 
earnings releases from 
the group’s firms and the 
empire’s decision to pre-
pay loans totaling over 
$1.1 billion boosted in-
vestor confidence. Watch 
this video: × In the latest 
earnings release, Adani 
Wilmar reported a 16 per 
cent increase in quarterly 

profit on higher demand 
for its cooking oil and 
packaged foods and said 
Hindenburg Research’s 
report had no bearing 
on its operations. Shares 
of the group’s flagship 
firm, Adani Enterprises, 
surged nearly 20 per cent, 
and Adani Ports and SEZ 
stocks jumped over 8 per 
cent. Adani Power, Adani 
Transmission, and Adani 
Wilmar stocks rose 5 per 

cent on Wednesday. Only 
two of Adani’s listed 
firms’ shares continued 
their fall. The group’s 
move to prepay loans 
restored confidence after 
some banks stopped ac-
cepting Adani’s securi-
ties as collateral in client 
trades. Standard Char-
tered, Citi and Credit 
Suisse had assigned zero 
value to Adani assets as 
collateral against mar-
ginal loans. Adani Ports 
is also considering repay-
ing $605 million of loans 
to release pledged shares 
and lower capital expen-
diture by roughly half 
next year. That comes af-
ter the group on Monday 
denied media reports that 
the empire is planning to 
cut capital expenditure. 
Is it a turning point in 
the Adani vs Hindenburg 
row? There is some re-
spite currently,

SC to Hear Plea Seeking Probe Into 
Hindenburg Report on Adani Group

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court has agreed to hear 
on Friday a plea seeking 
a direction to the Centre 
to constitute a commit-
tee monitored by a re-
tired apex court judge to 
inquire and investigate 
into the Hindenburg Re-
search report which has 
made a slew of allega-
tions against the business 
conglomerate led by in-
dustrialist Gautam Adani. 
Advocate Vishal Tiwari, 
who has filed the petition, 
mentioned the matter for 
urgent listing before a 
bench headed by Chief 
Justice D Y Chandrachud 
on Thursday. Tiwari told 
the bench, also compris-
ing Justices P S Nara-
simha and J B Pardiwala, 
that a separate plea filed 
on the issue is scheduled 
to be listed for hearing on 
February 10. He urged 
the bench that his plea 
be also heard on Friday 
along with the separate 
plea. In his public in-

terest litigation (PIL), 
Tiwari has also sought 
directions to set up a spe-
cial committee to over-
see the sanction policy 
for loans of over Rs 500 
crore given to big corpo-
rates. Last week, another 
PIL was filed in the apex 
court by advocate M L 
Sharma seeking pros-
ecution of short seller 
Nathan Anderson of US-
based firm Hindenburg 
Research and his associ-
ates in India and the US 
for allegedly exploiting 
innocent investors and 
the “artificial crashing” 
of Adani Group’s stock 

value in the market. Also 
Read: ‘Ye Rishta Kya 
Kehlata Hai’: Congress 
Seeks Answers From PM 
Narendra Modi Amid 
Hindenburg-Adani row 
The Adani Group stocks 
have taken a beating on 
the bourses after Hinden-
burg Research made a 
litany of allegations, in-
cluding fraudulent trans-
actions and share-price 
manipulation, against 
the business conglomer-
ate. The Adani Group has 
dismissed the charges as 
lies, saying it complies 
with all laws and disclo-
sure requirements.

Banned Group PFI Wanted To Turn India Into 
Islamic State By 2047: Anti-Terror Body

Mumbai: Maharashtra 
Anti-Terrorism Squad 
has claimed the Popu-
lar Front of India (PFI), 
banned by the Centre last 
year, aimed to establish 
the “rule of Islam” in In-
dia by 2047, and also had 
plans to obtain weapons 
and ammunition with the 
help of foreign countries 
or other organisations 
to achieve their targets. 
The ATS stated this in 
its chargesheet filed in 
a local court last week 
against five PFI members 
who were arrested last 
year for allegedly indulg-
ing in unlawful activities 
and waging a war against 
the country. The state 
ATS arrested the five PFI 
members - Mazhar Khan, 
Sadiq Shaikh, Moham-
mad Iqbal Khan, Momin 
Mistry and Aasif Hus-
sain Khan - following 
raids my multiple agen-
cies across various states 

in September last year. 
The accused have been 
charged under Indian 
Penal Code sections for 
promoting enmity be-
tween different groups 
and conspiring to commit 
certain offences against 
the state, as well as pro-
visions of the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) 
Act. In the chargesheet 
filed on February 2, the 
ATS claimed to have 
seized a document called 
“India 2047- towards rule 
of Islam in India”. The 
seized document, as per 
the ATS, provides a road-

map for members of the 
group (PFI) to “overturn 
the government”. “We 
dream a 2047, where 
the political power has 
returned to the Muslim 
community from whom 
it was unjustly taken 
away by the British Raj. 
The roadmap towards 
this first starts with the 
socio-economic develop-
ment of Muslim commu-
nity for which a separate 
roadmap was already 
provided in the name of 
Empower India Founda-
tion,” the document said, 
as per the chargesheet. 

“For this one needs to 
repeatedly remind the 
Muslim community of its 
grievances and establish 
grievances where there is 
none. All our frontal or-
ganisations including the 
party should be focused 
on expanding and re-
cruiting new members,” 
the document stated. The 
chargesheet said the PFI 
wanted to create a split 
among several commu-
nities by projecting the 
Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) as an 
organisation interested 
only in the welfare of 
upper caste Hindus. The 
accused had held several 
training courses in or-
der to achieve their tar-
gets, the ATS said. The 
chargesheet also claimed 
another document was 
found from the devices 
of the accused, Iqbal, 
which gave details of 
their plans for expansion 

in Maharashtra. In the 
said document, names of 
all the five accused were 
mentioned as members 
who were scheduled to 
take “final class”, the 
chargesheet stated. The 
organisation (PFI) had 
plans to obtain weapons 
and ammunition with the 
help of foreign countries 
or other organisations to 
achieve their targets, the 
ATS claimed. The Cen-
tre in September 2022 
banned the PFI and sev-
eral of its associates for 
five years under a strin-
gent anti-terror law, ac-
cusing them of having 
“links” with global terror 
groups like ISIS and try-
ing to spread communal 
hatred in the country. Be-
fore the ban, the National 
Investigating Agency 
(NIA), the Enforcement 
Directorate(ED) and var-
ious state police forces 
had carried out raids.

NSE Phone Tapping: Ex Chief Gets 
Bail In Money Laundering Case

New Delhi: The Delhi 
High Court on Thursday 
granted bail to Chitra 
Ramkrishna in the money 
laundering case related to 
alleged illegal phone tap-
ping and snooping of the 
National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) employees. “The 
application is allowed. 
The applicant is granted 
bail,” said Justice Jas-
meet Singh. The former 
NSE managing direc-
tor, who was earlier ar-
rested by the CBI in the 
alleged NSE co-location 
scam, was arrested in 

the present case by the 
Enforcement Director-
ate on July 14 last year. 
She was granted bail in 
the CBI case by the high 
court in September last 
year. The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) had 
opposed her bail plea 
in the present case on 
grounds that she was the 
“mastermind” behind the 
conspiracy. The phone 
tapping case, according 
to the ED, pertains to a 
period from 2009 to 2017 
when former NSE CEO 
Ravi Narain, Ramkrish-

na, Executive Vice-Pres-
ident Ravi Varanasi, and 
Head (Premises) Mahesh 
Haldipur and others con-
spired to cheat NSE and 
its employees and for the 
purpose, engaged iSEC 
Services Pvt Ltd for ille-
gal interception of phone 
calls of employees of the 
NSE in the guise of do-
ing periodic study of cy-
ber vulnerabilities of the 
NSE. PromotedListen to 
the latest songs, only on 
JioSaavn.com Seeking 
bail, Chitra Ramkrishna 
had argued that no sched-
uled offence was made 
out against her and the 
allegations also did not 
fall within the rigours of 
the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act . Post a 
comment Chitra Ram-
krishna was appointed as 
Joint MD NSE in 2009 
and remained in the posi-
tion till March 31, 2013. 
She got elevated as MD 
and CEO on April 1, 
2013. 

Trouble Mounts for Navjot Singh Sidhu, Punjab 
Govt Removes Home Security of Congress Leader 

Punjab: The home secu-
rity for senior Congress-
man Navjot Singh Sidhu 
has been removed. At 
the moment, Sidhu is be-
ing imprisoned in Patiala 
Jail. There were Punjab 
Police officers stationed 
in his home, and they 
have since been called 
back. This morning, the 
police were contacted 
again. Although this has 
not yet been officially 
confirmed, family mem-
bers of Sidhu, though, 
have verified it. It should 
be emphasised that the 
causes of the security re-

moval have not yet been 
disclosed. Now, it must 
be determined if the se-
curity has been called 
back from Amritsar 
Kothi as well or if it has 
been removed exclusive-
ly from Patiala Kothi. Let 

us tell you that Congress 
leader Navjot Singh Sid-
hu has z+ security. When 
Sidhu is released from 
prison, his security will 
be restored. Sidhu, on 
the other hand, had writ-
ten a letter to the ADGP 

Security regarding his 
appearance in the Lud-
hiana court, mentioning 
the security threat. The 
Punjab Police have now 
removed his home secu-
rity guards. Former Pun-
jab Congress president 
Navjot Singh Sidhu, who 
has served six months 
of a one-year sentence 
in a road rage case, was 
expected to be released 
in January, according to 
multiple sources in the 
state jail department, 
who say the prison au-
thorities have provided 
positive feedback on the 

cricketer-turned-politi-
cian’s behavior. Every 
prisoner receives a four-
day sentence reduction 
each month, according to 
the Punjab Jail Manual. 
By January 2023, Navjot 
Sidhu earned a 32-day 
reduction. Another provi-
sion allows the Jail Su-
perintendent to reduce a 
prisoner’s sentence by 30 
days based on his or her 
good behaviour. How-
ever, the Punjab govern-
ment did not approve the 
list of prisoners to be re-
leased on January 26.

“Only 2 Days Left”: Delhi Women’s Body 
Head Seeks Foreign Minister’s Nod Visit

New Delhi: Delhi Com-
mission For Women chief 
Swati Maliwal on Thurs-
day requested Union 
External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar to clear 
the file pertaining to her 
visit to the US to attend 
a conference on February 
11. Ms Maliwal has been 
invited to address the An-
nual India Conference at 
Harvard University. The 
conference will be held 
on February 11-12. The 
theme of the conference 
is ‘Vision 2047: India at 
100 years of Indepen-
dence.’ Earlier, the file 
was sent to LG VK Saxe-

na, who gave his approv-
al.On 16 Jan, I moved a 
file to Hon’ble LG seek-
ing permission to travel 
to speak at Harvard Uni-
versity. He granted ap-

proval after 23 days and 
directed me to seek per-
mission now from MEA. 
Request @DrSJaishan-
kar ji to kindly expedite 
as only 2 days left for the 

Death toll in Turkiye, Syria earthquake surpasses 15,000
The death toll from the cat-
astrophic earthquake that 
hit Turkiye and Syria rose 
to more than 15,000 as 
more bodies were pulled 
from the rubble of col-
lapsed homes in the strick-
en zone, Turkiye’s disaster 
management agency said 
Thursday. The agency said 
12,391 people had been 
confirmed killed in Turkiye 
after Monday’s early morn-
ing earthquake and se-

ries of aftershocks, which 
brought down thousands 
of buildings in southeast-
ern Turkiye. On the other 
side of the border in Syria, 
another 2,902 people have 
been reported to have 
been killed. Rescue work-
ers continued to pull living 
people from the damaged 
buildings but hope was 
starting to fade amid freez-
ing temperatures more 
than three full days since 

the quake hit. Turkiye’s 
President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan visited the espe-
cially hard-hit Hatay prov-
ince on Wednesday, where 
residents have criticized 
the government’s efforts, 
saying rescuers were slow 
to arrive. Erdogan, who 
faces a tough battle for 
reelection in May, reacted 
to mounting frustration 
by acknowledging prob-
lems with the emergency 

response to Monday’s 
7.8-magnitude quake, but 
said the winter weather 
had been a factor. The 
earthquake also destroyed 
the runway at Hatay’s air-
port, further disrupting the 
response. “It is not possible 
to be prepared for such a 
disaster,” Erdogan said. “We 
will not leave any of our 
citizens uncared for.” He 
also hit back at critics, say-
ing “dishonorable people” 

were spreading “lies and 
slander” about the gov-
ernment’s actions. Teams 
from more than two doz-
en countries have joined 
tens of thousands of local 
emergency personnel in 
the effort. But the scale 
of destruction from the 
quake and its powerful af-
tershocks was so immense 
and spread over such a 
wide area that many peo-
ple were still awaiting.

Cong playing ‘hit and run’ game in Parl, 
PM’s thinking pure, says BJP

BJP leader and Former 
Union minister Mukhtar 
Abbas Naqvi on Wednes-
day attacked the Congress 
over frequent disruptions 
in Parliament, saying the 
party is playing a “hit and 
run” game in the House. 
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha 
witnessed multiple disrup-
tions earlier this week and 
last week following the 

Hindenburg report on the 
Adani Group. “The Con-
gress’ defaulter dynasty 
starts playing the drama 
of hit and run through de-
pressed defeated political 
players,” the former Min-
ister said, responding to 
a question on the ruckus. 
Naqvi said the Congress 
has become a “non-per-
forming asset” which has 

no value outside or in-
side Parliament. The two 
Houses resumed function-
ing from Tuesday as the 
debate on the Motion of 
Thanks to the President’s 
address was taken up. The 
Opposition is demand-
ing a Joint Parliamentary 
Committee probe into the 
allegations of accounting 
fraud and stock manipula-
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Forgive Me If I’m 
Not Crying For 

Musharraf
How did you feel when 
you heard that General 
Pervez Musharraf had 
died? Were you sad? 
Were you overjoyed? 
Did you feel a tinge of 
sorrow and regret? Or 
did you find it hard to 
control your jubilation? 
I’ll tell you how I felt. 
I really couldn’t give a 
damn. Unlike many of 
the journalists and poli-
ticians who have writ-
ten or tweeted about the 
General in the aftermath 
of his demise, I never 
really met the man. I 
was introduced to him 
at banquets and then 
attended that notorious 
breakfast meeting he 
had with editors during 
the Agra Summit. That’s 
about it. My view of 
him, judging by every-
thing I had read before 
I physically set eyes on 
him, was that he was an 
extremely dodgy char-
acter who should never 
be trusted. It is hard to 
look fondly on a mili-
tary dictator who seized 
power by overthrow-
ing the legally elected 
government of Paki-
stan and whose chief 
claim to fame when he 
was military chief was 
the sneaky invasion of 
Kargil. So, I had to be 
persuaded to go to Agra 
and to accept his invi-
tation for breakfast. It 
was only when we sat 
down for breakfast that 
I realised that I was in 
a minority. Musharraf 
went around the table 
asking Indian editors to 
tell him what a wonder-
ful chap he was. To my 
horror, the editors did 
just that. They treated 
him with so much rever-
ence and sang his prais-
es at such embarrassing 
length that even Mush-
arraf looked surprised. I 
doubt he would have got 
so much love from edi-
tors in his own country. 
Some of it, I suppose, 
was down to the Punjabi 
factor. In that era (but 
perhaps less so now), 
many Punjabis trotted 
out the nonsensical “we 
are the same people, 
yaar,” banalities, lit 
candles at the Wagah 
border and believed that 
jhappi and pappi could 
achieve what foreign 
policy could not. That’s 
the only explanation 
I can find for my old 
friend Vinod Mehta’s 
behaviour. “Sir,” he 
gushed to Musharraf, 
“I support you so much 
that in India, they call 
me your man.” Mush-
arraf nodded gravely, 
taking this compliment 
as his due and went on 

to the next editor, con-
fident that more tail-
wagging would follow. 
It did. And so it went 
till Prannoy Roy and I 
spoiled his little party. I 
said what I thought was 
obvious - this man was 
the architect of Kargil. 
Why should any Indian 
trust him now? Mush-
arraf was slightly in-
credulous that the hith-
erto unbroken chain of 
sycophancy had been 
severed. “Trust, trust?” 
he bristled. “This ques-
tion should have been 
asked before you invit-
ed me here. Not after.” 
Worse was to follow 
(from Musharraf’s point 
of view, at least). It was 
Prannoy Roy’s turn next 
and he asked another 
question that seemed to 
me to be the key to the 
General’s credibility. 
Musharraf had spent so 
long talking about the 
wishes of the people of 
Kashmir but wasn’t it 
odd that he himself had 
forcibly seized power in 
a military coup, not be-
cause of the wishes of 
the people of Pakistan? 
Prannoy and I broke up 
Musharraf’s little love 
fest with Indian editors 
and the breakfast ended 
on a sour note. So did 
the Agra summit itself, 
a little later. That was 
the sum total of my in-
teractions with Mush-
arraf though he kept 
turning up in conversa-
tions with other people. 
When I interviewed 
Benazir Bhutto (who 
was then out of power), 
she told me that when 
she was Prime Minister, 
she had been presented 
with a blueprint of the 
Kargil operation. She 
had turned it down, she 
said, but the man who 
had presented the plan 
was Pervez Musharraf. 
Yet people continued to 
trust Musharraf. When 
George W Bush came 
to the HT Summit, I 
asked him if he believed 
that Pakistan was hiding 
Osama bin Laden. Bush 
indicated that he did not 
think that Musharraf 
would do that. When 
Manmohan Singh made 
his first trip to the UN as 
Prime Minister, he was 
(in my view, rightly) 
nervous about meeting 
Musharraf. But the wily 
old soldier charmed 
Singh so completely 
that to my horror, Singh 
said, on his way back to 
India: “General Mush-
arraf is a man we can 
do business with.” On a 
subsequent trip to New 
York, for another UN 
session.

Why nobody will help Pakistan fight home-grown Taliban
A suicide bomber blew 
himself in a mosque in 
Peshawar in one of the 
deadliest terror attacks 
Pakistan has seen in re-
cent history. Over 100 
men, including police of-
ficers and civilians, were 
killed. Pakistani terror 
group Tehrik-e-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) is be-
lieved to have carried it 
out. The continuous on-
slaught of TTP has made 
Pakistan so desperate for 
help that it is now look-
ing towards the Afghan 
Taliban for intervention 
in the matter. But there 
is a grim chance of any 
help. Here’s why nobody 
will help Pakistan fight 
the home-grown Taliban: 
1) Afghanistan: Pakistan 
has sought Afghan Tali-
ban Chief Haibuttallah 
Akhundzada’s help to 
rein in the outlawed Paki-
stani Taliban. This a des-
perate move by Pakistan, 
but the TTP and Afghan 
Taliban are fundamen-
tally the same organiza-
tion so there is little hope 
of help from Afghanistan 
against the TTP. 2) Chi-
na: Pakistan may look 
towards its friend China, 
hoping that China can 
at least convince the Af-
ghan Taliban to push for 
a ceasefire between the 
Pakistan Army and the 
TTP. But if China inter-
feres, it can jeopardise 
its interests at Pakistan’s 
Gwadar port which is the 
heart of the $50 billion 
China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC) and 
the most significant cul-
mination point for Chi-
na’s Belt and Road Initia-
tive. Chinese citizens in 
Gwadar are already under 
threat to vacate the area 
by local political outfits. 
China has major stakes 

and there is little to no 
chance that China will in-
terfere. 3) Pakistan could 
consider repeating its 
joint military operation 
Zarb-e-Azb from 2014 
when nearly 3,500 mili-
tants were eliminated. 
But the operation took a 
major toll on Pakistan as 
well. Over 500 Pakistani 
soldiers lost their lives 
during Zarb-e-Azb and 
nearly one million peo-
ple were displaced from 
their homes. Given Paki-
stan’s current financial 
crisis – it cannot consider 
such an operation again. 
WATCH | Inside South 
Asia: Poverty, Hunger, 
Malnutrition: The story 
of Afghanistan × 4) US: 
Pakistan may look to-
wards engaging with 
the US and asking for 
help, but again there is 
no chance the US would 
intervene in any conflict 
involving the Taliban or 
Afghanistan. In 2021, 
after 20 long years - the 
US exited Afghanistan 
by signing a deal with the 
Taliban under the Doha 
Agreement. Launching 

an offensive against the 
TTP to help Pakistan 
will jeopardise US’ deal 
with the Taliban and the 
US doesn’t want any of 
that. 5) Finally, Pakistan 
has the option of nego-
tiating directly with the 
TTP which basically 
means agreeing to their 
demands. The TTP has 
clear goals: Enforce Sha-
riah law in Pakistan; es-
tablish a unified front to 
maintain Afghan Taliban 
control in Afghanistan; 
and conduct defensive 
jihad against Pakistani 
security forces. Ultimate-
ly, the group seeks to 
overthrow the Pakistani 
government and estab-
lish an Islamic caliph-
ate in Pakistan. TTP is 
gunning for the Pakistan 
army and is believed to 
have carried out 140 at-
tacks in Pakistan in the 
past three months with 
close to 10,000 cadres 
based in Afghanistan and 
the Pashtun tribal areas 
of Pakistan. Seems like 
Pakistan is stuck with 
the monster they created 
with no escape. A suicide 

bomber blew himself in 
a mosque in Peshawar in 
one of the deadliest terror 
attacks Pakistan has seen 
in recent history. Over 
100 men, including po-
lice officers and civilians, 
were killed. Pakistani 
terror group Tehrik-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) is 
believed to have carried 
it out. The continuous on-
slaught of TTP has made 
Pakistan so desperate for 
help that it is now look-
ing towards the Afghan 
Taliban for intervention 
in the matter. But there 
is a grim chance of any 
help. Here’s why nobody 
will help Pakistan fight 
the home-grown Taliban: 
1) Afghanistan: Pakistan 
has sought Afghan Tali-
ban Chief Haibuttallah 
Akhundzada’s help to 
rein in the outlawed Paki-
stani Taliban. This a des-
perate move by Pakistan, 
but the TTP and Afghan 
Taliban are fundamen-
tally the same organiza-
tion so there is little hope 
of help from Afghanistan 
against the TTP. 2) Chi-
na: Pakistan may look 

towards its friend China, 
hoping that China can 
at least convince the Af-
ghan Taliban to push for 
a ceasefire between the 
Pakistan Army and the 
TTP. But if China inter-
feres, it can jeopardise 
its interests at Pakistan’s 
Gwadar port which is the 
heart of the $50 billion 
China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC) and 
the most significant cul-
mination point for Chi-
na’s Belt and Road Initia-
tive. Chinese citizens in 
Gwadar are already under 
threat to vacate the area 
by local political outfits. 
China has major stakes 
and there is little to no 
chance that China will in-
terfere. 3) Pakistan could 
consider repeating its 
joint military operation 
Zarb-e-Azb from 2014 
when nearly 3,500 mili-
tants were eliminated. 
But the operation took a 
major toll on Pakistan as 
well. Over 500 Pakistani 
soldiers lost their lives 
during Zarb-e-Azb and 
nearly one million peo-
ple were displaced from 

their homes. Given Paki-
stan’s current financial 
crisis – it cannot consider 
such an operation again. 
WATCH | Inside South 
Asia: Poverty, Hunger, 
Malnutrition: The story 
of Afghanistan × 4) US: 
Pakistan may look to-
wards engaging with 
the US and asking for 
help, but again there is 
no chance the US would 
intervene in any conflict 
involving the Taliban or 
Afghanistan. In 2021, 
after 20 long years - the 
US exited Afghanistan 
by signing a deal with the 
Taliban under the Doha 
Agreement. Launching 
an offensive against the 
TTP to help Pakistan 
will jeopardise US’ deal 
with the Taliban and the 
US doesn’t want any of 
that. 5) Finally, Pakistan 
has the option of nego-
tiating directly with the 
TTP which basically 
means agreeing to their 
demands. The TTP has 
clear goals: Enforce Sha-
riah law in Pakistan; es-
tablish a unified front to 
maintain Afghan Taliban 
control in Afghanistan; 
and conduct defensive 
jihad against Pakistani 
security forces. Ultimate-
ly, the group seeks to 
overthrow the Pakistani 
government and estab-
lish an Islamic caliph-
ate in Pakistan. TTP is 
gunning for the Pakistan 
army and is believed to 
have carried out 140 at-
tacks in Pakistan in the 
past three months with 
close to 10,000 cadres 
based in Afghanistan and 
the Pashtun tribal areas 
of Pakistan. Seems like 
Pakistan is stuck with 
the monster they created 
with no escape.

An Indian Doctor, Working In New York ER, 
Describes War Vs Coronavirus

It’s early Monday morning 
on a very grim and rainy 
day in New York City. I 
have received several text 
messages already from 
Emergency Department and 
ICU doctors from across 
the city. “How many?” 
That’s all we ask because I 
already know what they are 
referring to, the death count 
over the weekend. Every 
day we lose more and more 
patients to this illness. For 
many of us, we have never 
seen anything like this be-
fore. “Four”, I text back, 
“What about you?” “Elev-
en”, replied one colleague 
causing a solemn lull in the 
exchange. We have now 
reached a point where we 
don’t have to say how sorry 
we are to hear this terrible 
news. We don’t have to say, 
“I hope you guys are doing 
okay”, or, “If you need any-
thing let me know”. None 
of this needs to be said now 
because it is understood. 
The SARS-COV2, also 
known as COVID-19, has 
devastated the city of New 
York like it has no other. 
New York City has had 
more cases and deaths than 
entire countries combined. 
A vast majority of those 
dying are also the most vul-
nerable. Elderly patients, 
nursing home residents, the 
poor, the destitute, and the 
chronically ill. I work in 
the largest public hospital 
system in North America. 
We provide care to these 
very patients. They arrive in 
droves, distressed, anxious, 
and scared. We must see 
them alone because their 
family members are unable 

to join them due to the viru-
lence of the disease. Many 
of them die alone either in 
our emergency rooms or 
intensive care units. For 
many, this virus seemed to 
have come out of nowhere. 
What started in a small 
provincial wet market in 
Wuhan - a place few had 
previously heard of - now 
devastates the most power-
ful city in the richest nation 
in the world. With all its 
checks and balances, with 
all its expert forewarnings, 
some might say we have 
been caught napping and 
wholly unprepared. I will 
be one of the first to admit 
that I underestimated the 
severity and ferocity of this 
pathogen. As news began 
filtering from other hospi-
tals around New York City, 
about a deadly form of flu, I 
just dismissed it as a minor 
outbreak of a common cold 
that would contain itself 
soon and deserved no fur-

ther attention. When some 
of my colleagues started 
wearing masks and gloves 
even while sitting at their 
computers I laughed and 
made fun of them. (In my 
defence, I did have some 
very good jokes about their 
appearance.) Yet within two 
weeks, I experienced high 
fever, chills and body aches. 
I was stricken hard with 
COVID-19, a “cold” that 
could have killed me. My 
lack of preparation and at-
tentiveness, combined with 
my cavalier approach to 
wearing personal protective 
equipment (PPE), could 
have ended my life. Despite 
how high the stakes were in 
the beginning many, includ-
ing myself, did not appreci-
ate the danger. Thankfully, 
I was able to recuperate at 
home and return to work 
within only a few weeks. 
Unfortunately, many of my 
fellow healthcare workers 
were not so fortunate. This 

virus has ravaged our cities 
and our homes, our friends 
and families, and often we 
have felt helpless to stop it. 
One of the biggest challeng-
es in this whole process was 
timely access to PPE. In a 
matter of days, all hospitals 
faced critical shortage of 
masks, gowns, and shields. 
The demand was unyield-
ing, overwhelming, and still 
growing; the supply, finite 
and strained. Every depart-
ment in every hospital in 
the city was desperate to get 
these supplies for their staff, 
without which, taking care 
of patients would put them 
in harm’s way. Even now, 
securing adequate stock of 
PPE continues to be an is-
sue. From an Emergency 
Medicine perspective, this 
virus presents its own chal-
lenges. Some patients are 
asymptomatic. Most expe-
rience coughs and colds, 
but the more severe patients 
arrive in respiratory distress 

due to severe pneumonia. 
These patients are coming 
in cyanotic blue - literally 
looking bluish - reflecting 
the lack of oxygen in their 
bloodstream. The Great In-
fluenza Pandemic of 1918 
was called the “Blue Death” 
as those patients, too, died 
of air hunger and oxygen 
starvation. One of the tenets 
of Emergency Medicine is 
to protect and secure the 
airway and breathing of any 
patient in distress by plac-
ing them on a ventilator. In 
fact, conventional wisdom 
and early shared experienc-
es emphasized providing 
ventilation to COVID-19 
patients quickly. Yet this 
process, too, posed a health 
hazard to the very doc-
tors and hospital staff per-
forming this life-saving 
intervention. The process 
of bag mask ventilation, 
a precursor to placing the 
patients on ventilators, cre-
ates clouds of virus-rich 
droplets and disseminates 
them in the open environ-
ment. There are instances of 
doctors and staff members 
who, in spite of wearing 
PPE were exposed to these 
malignant mists and died 
weeks later as a result. The 
initial surge of sick patients 
saw hundreds of thousands 
being placed on ventilators. 
A lot of these patients ended 
up dying, which forced us 
to rethink the “Early Ven-
tilation” strategy. As time 
passed, we learned from our 
own experience on how bet-
ter to manage these patients. 
Some emergency rooms 
started using modalities to 
delay ventilation or avoid 

it altogether. We started 
“proning” patients, making 
them lie on their stomachs 
on the stretcher and placed 
them on specialized oxygen 
masks that delivered large 
volumes of air to the lungs. 
Decreased ventilations saw 
improved survival rates 
as well as reduced expo-
sure to doctors and nurses. 
Presently, we believe this 
is the best strategy for 
managing COVID-19 pa-
tients; however, treatment 
plans continue to evolve. 
The months of March and 
April saw patient volumes 
surge exponentially. In its 
unbridled virulence, this 
affliction consumed every-
thing we could throw at it, 
like an implacable black 
hole. We ran out of stretch-
ers and beds, of masks and 
gowns, and, finally, oxygen 
tanks and ventilators. Hos-
pitals struggled to replen-
ish resources and expand 
capacity, and yet demand 
always superseded supply. 
This virus killed with im-
punity and didn’t discrimi-
nate against the young or 
old, the sick or healthy. We 
saw more deaths in a week 
than we usually do in a year. 
The coroner’s office sent re-
frigerated trucks to every 
hospital as morgues across 
the city ran out of space. 
Inside those trucks, bodies 
were stacked on shelves 
until overrun funeral homes 
could take them away. Pho-
tos of workers digging mass 
graves circulated online, 
a macabre reminder of the 
deadly grip our city was in. 
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Indian Economy: Current 
state and the road ahead

It is now no breaking news 
that India has surpassed the 
UK to become the fifth-larg-
est economy in the world. It 
was only a matter of time 
before it happened. And the 
time has finally come. Even 
after the devastating effects 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
India has seen a rise in its 
economy and has managed 
to bag the 5th spot, this 
time, leaving its colonial 
masters behind. As stated 
by the Ministry of Statistics 
and Programme Implemen-
tation, the real GDP prices 
in the 1st quarter of 2022-
23 have been estimated to 
attain a level of ₹36.85 
lakh crore, which clearly 
shows a growth of 13.5 per 
cent. The nominal GDP in 
the 1st quarter of 2022-23 
is estimated at ₹64.95 lakh 
crore, showing a growth of 
26.7 per cent. The nominal 
GDP at the June rupee-
dollar exchange rate comes 
to around $823 billion. The 
fiscal deficit of the govern-
ment stood at 20.5% of the 
full-year target, which was 
21.3% in the 1st quarter 
of the last financial year, 
which indicates an improve-
ment. India surpassed the 
UK’s GDP in the January-
March quarter itself. Dur-
ing that quarter India’s GDP 
was $864 billion compared 
to the $813 billion of the 
UK. This data comes from 
various departments and 
ministries and have been 
used as valuable sources 
of input for the estimates. 
ALSO READ| India’s GDP 
jumped 13.5% in June quar-
ter on pandemic rebound: 
Official figures Various in-
dicators like the Index of 
Industrial Production (IIP), 
the financial performance of 
listed companies in the Pri-
vate Corporate Sector based 
on available quarterly finan-
cial results for these compa-
nies, Crop Production Tar-
gets for 2022-23, Net Tonne 
Kilometers and Passenger 
Kilometers for Railways, 
Passenger and Cargo traffic 
handled by Civil Aviation, 
Cargo traffic handled at Ma-
jor Sea Ports, Fish Produc-
tion, Sales of Commercial 
Vehicles, Bank Deposits & 
Credits, Accounts of Cen-
tral & State Governments, 
etc. have been used for the 
sector-wise estimates. In its 
April World GDP Outlook, 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) placed India’s 
GDP in 2021 at $3.18 tril-
lion just a notch below the 
UK’s GDP of $3.19 trillion. 
The IMF had also predicted 
that India would surpass 
the UK’s economy in 2022. 
As per the estimates in the 
same report, India would be 
a $3.54 trillion economy at 
the end of 2022 compared 
to the UK’s $3.38 trillion. 
The reason why both In-
dia’s and the UK’s GDP 
have decreased in terms 
of the dollar is that since 
March, the Indian rupee and 
the UK pound have weak-
ened against the US dollar. 
The main reason for this fall 
in the rupee is the extreme 
rise in crude oil prices, for-
eign investors withdraw-
ing money from the Indian 

market and the repetitive 
environment of domestic 
business. According to pro-
visional stock market data, 
foreign institutional inves-
tors were net sellers in the 
capital market. In June, 
Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FII) withdrew a sum 
of ₹50,203 crores from the 
stock market. WATCH| In-
dia to become $ 10 trillion 
economy by 2035, forecasts 
CEBR India’s economy has 
been growing at a very fast 
rate in both real and nomi-
nal rates as compared to 
the UK over a long period. 
India’s economy in terms 
of the dollar has grown at 
a rate of 5.71% Compound 
Annual Growth Rate over 
the past 10 years. During 
the same period, the UK’s 
GDP has grown at a meagre 
1.76%. And as India is like-
ly to maintain a similar gap 
in GDP growth rate over the 
UK, the gap between the 
size of the two countries 
would only become big-
ger with India becoming a 
$5 trillion economy much 
before the UK. According 
to IMF’s projections, India 
is likely to become a $5 
trillion economy by 2026 
whereas the UK would be 
on the back foot at $4.35 
trillion. Now only the US, 
China, Japan and Germany 
are ahead of India in terms 
of the size of the economy. 
Germany’s economy was 
$4.2 trillion at the end of 
2021. India is likely to 
surpass Germany and be-
come the fourth-largest 
economy in 2027, accord-
ing to IMF estimates. It is 
now no breaking news that 
India has surpassed the UK 
to become the fifth-largest 
economy in the world. It 
was only a matter of time 
before it happened. And the 
time has finally come. Even 
after the devastating effects 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
India has seen a rise in its 
economy and has managed 
to bag the 5th spot, this 
time, leaving its colonial 
masters behind. As stated 
by the Ministry of Statistics 
and Programme Implemen-
tation, the real GDP prices 
in the 1st quarter of 2022-
23 have been estimated to 
attain a level of ₹36.85 
lakh crore, which clearly 
shows a growth of 13.5 per 
cent. The nominal GDP in 
the 1st quarter of 2022-23 
is estimated at ₹64.95 lakh 
crore, showing a growth of 
26.7 per cent. The nominal 
GDP at the June rupee-
dollar exchange rate comes 
to around $823 billion. The 
fiscal deficit of the govern-
ment stood at 20.5% of the 
full-year target, which was 
21.3% in the 1st quarter 
of the last financial year, 
which indicates an improve-
ment. India surpassed the 
UK’s GDP in the January-
March quarter itself. Dur-
ing that quarter India’s GDP 
was $864 billion compared 
to the $813 billion of the 
UK. This data comes from 
various departments and 
ministries and have been 
used as valuable sources 
of input for the estimates. 
ALSO READ| India’s GDP 

jumped 13.5% in June quar-
ter on pandemic rebound: 
Official figures Various in-
dicators like the Index of 
Industrial Production (IIP), 
the financial performance of 
listed companies in the Pri-
vate Corporate Sector based 
on available quarterly finan-
cial results for these compa-
nies, Crop Production Tar-
gets for 2022-23, Net Tonne 
Kilometers and Passenger 
Kilometers for Railways, 
Passenger and Cargo traffic 
handled by Civil Aviation, 
Cargo traffic handled at Ma-
jor Sea Ports, Fish Produc-
tion, Sales of Commercial 
Vehicles, Bank Deposits & 
Credits, Accounts of Cen-
tral & State Governments, 
etc. have been used for the 
sector-wise estimates. In its 
April World GDP Outlook, 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) placed India’s 
GDP in 2021 at $3.18 tril-
lion just a notch below the 
UK’s GDP of $3.19 trillion. 
The IMF had also predicted 
that India would surpass 
the UK’s economy in 2022. 
As per the estimates in the 
same report, India would be 
a $3.54 trillion economy at 
the end of 2022 compared 
to the UK’s $3.38 trillion. 
The reason why both In-
dia’s and the UK’s GDP 
have decreased in terms 
of the dollar is that since 
March, the Indian rupee and 
the UK pound have weak-
ened against the US dollar. 
The main reason for this fall 
in the rupee is the extreme 
rise in crude oil prices, for-
eign investors withdraw-
ing money from the Indian 
market and the repetitive 
environment of domestic 
business. According to pro-
visional stock market data, 
foreign institutional inves-
tors were net sellers in the 
capital market. In June, 
Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FII) withdrew a sum 
of ₹50,203 crores from the 
stock market. WATCH| In-
dia to become $ 10 trillion 
economy by 2035, forecasts 
CEBR India’s economy has 
been growing at a very fast 
rate in both real and nomi-
nal rates as compared to 
the UK over a long period. 
India’s economy in terms 
of the dollar has grown at 
a rate of 5.71% Compound 
Annual Growth Rate over 
the past 10 years. During 
the same period, the UK’s 
GDP has grown at a meagre 
1.76%. And as India is like-
ly to maintain a similar gap 
in GDP growth rate over the 
UK, the gap between the 
size of the two countries 
would only become big-
ger with India becoming a 
$5 trillion economy much 
before the UK. According 
to IMF’s projections, India 
is likely to become a $5 
trillion economy by 2026 
whereas the UK would be 
on the back foot at $4.35 
trillion. Now only the US, 
China, Japan and Germany 
are ahead of India in terms 
of the size of the economy. 
Germany’s economy was 
$4.2 trillion at the end of 
2021. India is likely to sur-
pass Germany and become 
the fourth-largest.

Adani Fracas an Opportunity to Make Finances of 
Family-Owned Entities More Transparent

Rahul Gandhi’s riveting 
narration in the Lok Sab-
ha of how, in recent years, 
the Adani group’s busi-
ness empire had rapidly 
expanded across many 
sectors, brought a new 
dimension to the whole 
controversy. Rahul said 
that if the Adani group is 
investing in sensitive sec-
tors such as airports and 
defence, it is imperative 
for the country to know 
who its real investors are, 
via the 30-plus FIIs or 
shell companies operat-
ing out of tax havens like 
Mauritius. The real iden-
tity of beneficiaries of at 
least six such FIIs which 
have investments of over 
Rs 43,000 crore in the 
Adani group was also 
sought by Mahua Moitra 
in her Lok Sabha reply to 
the President’s address. 
The finance minister has 
indicated that SEBI will 
probe the nature of these 
shell entities. Hinden-
burg Research, and many 
Indian media reports be-
fore that, have alleged 
that these are related en-
tities or proxies of the 
Adani family. Chinese 
Construction of Water-
falls in the building 350, 
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lem Language Share Vid-
verto Player This ques-
tion lies at the heart of the 
charges levelled against 
the Adani group by 
the Hindenburg report, 
which has alleged stock 
rigging and market ma-
nipulation by these proxy 
entities. The Adanis have 

denied allegations that 
the shell companies are 
related entities, but grow-
ing doubt among global 
market players has forced 
the group to announce an 
independent evaluation 
of compliance with laws 
and rules governing its 
financial structure. Also 
read: Modi Avoids Men-
tioning Adani in Lok Sab-
ha Speech, No Promise 
of JPC or SC-Led Probe 
This reflects the pressure 
on the Adani group to be-
come more transparent 
about its financial struc-
ture. Ashwath Damoda-
ran, Professor of Finance 
at the Stern School of 
Business, New York, told 
India Today TV that at 
present, global markets 
are willing to believe 
the worst about the Ada-
nis, so the group should 
use this opportunity to 
become more transpar-
ent about its corporate 
structure. Damodaran 
says opaque financial ar-
rangements are common 
in many family owned 
businesses which exploit 

weaknesses in the regula-
tory regime to strengthen 
family control over the 
assets. All these years, 
Indian corporates routing 
equity investments via 
shell companies in tax 
havens was seen as nor-
mal. It is a mechanism to 
avoid tax on capital gains 
or profits. Even foreign 
companies bringing FDI 
into India do so via tax 
havens. For the first time 
in 2014, Prime Minister 
Modi made a big pitch 
under the aegis of G20 
that tax havens should 
be phased out in order to 
discourage cross-border 
flows of black money, 
and that real time infor-
mation sharing on such 
money flows should ex-
ist among G20 econo-
mies. An in-principle 
understanding to this 
effect was reached sub-
sequently. Given these 
initiatives, it is surprising 
that there is still little in-
formation about the ver-
tical rise of Adani group 
shares in 2022, when its 
market capitalisation rap-

idly increased by $100 
billion. Former SEBI 
chief M. Damodaran told 
The Wire that “eyebrows 
should have been raised” 
then. The hugely bloated 
valuations of Adani com-
panies happened dur-
ing this period. Price to 
earning ratios (PEs) of 
300-700 are unheard of 
for infrastructure compa-
nies which work on mod-
est margins regulated by 
governments, in power 
tariff or airport user fees. 
A PE ratio of 300-700 
implies that it would take 
300-700 years for you 
to recover your invest-
ments at current annual  
earnings. Such high PEs 
are an invitation for at-
tack by short sellers, who 
are integral to the mar-
ket mechanism. Big tech 
companies like Face-
book, Netflix, Amazon 
and others lost 40-50% 
of their market value in 
2022 because of bloated 
valuations. Together, 
they lost $3 trillion of 
their share market value 
(that’s about the size of 

India’s GDP). No one 
there protested that the 
US was under attack. We 
need a mature response 
to the recent meltdown 
in the Adani group. Prof 
Damodaran rightly points 
out it is an opportunity 
for India to clean up mar-
ket governance further, 
instead of making it an 
issue of corporate nation-
alism. The Adanis cannot 
afford to invoke national-
ism because over 70% of 
its current gross debt of 
$30 billion comes from 
abroad via foreign banks 
and bond holders. So 
foreigners have a bigger 
stake in the Adani group 
and would want to see it 
become more transparent. 
Also read: Many Ingredi-
ents Went into the Adani 
Stock Price Meltdown 
The Adani group should 
in fact welcome the cor-
rection in its stock prices, 
which have reached more 
realistic levels. This 
might attract new global 
equity investors to come 
in at a lower share price 
and help regain lost con-
fidence. Simultaneously, 
both the government and 
regulators must allay 
growing doubts among 
global investors about the 
opaque financial struc-
ture of not just the Adani 
group but also many oth-
er family-owned entities. 
This should be seen as 
part and parcel of the ma-
turing of India’s market 
governance. PM Modi 
should particularly take 
this seriously, given his 
past commitments at the 
G20 to make cross-bor-
der financial flows more 
open and transparent.

Not All Balloons Are Unwelcome: An 
Indian Navy Saga From the 90s

On Saturday, February 
4, 2023, an F-22 Rap-
tor from US Air Force’s 
Northern Command 
took down a “high alti-
tude surveillance balloon 
launched by and belong-
ing to the People’s Re-
public of China (PRC) 
over the water off the 
coast of South Carolina 
in US airspace.” Chinese 
Construction of Water-
falls in the building 350,  
- Travel Nfx 00:00 Pre-
vious PauseNext 00:13 
/ 03:02 Unmute Settings 
Fullscreen Copy video 
url Play / Pause Mute / 
Unmute Report a prob-
lem Language Share 
Vidverto Player The de-
bris fell harmlessly into 
the sea where multiple 
agencies were positioned 
to recover it. With this, 
US-China relations have 
touched a new low. I 
have a balloon story too. 
This dates back to the 
90s, soon after I met my 
life partner to be. The 
colourful new balloon 
with Indian Navy mark-
ings belonged to the In-
tegrated Headquarters of 
the Ministry of Defence 
(Navy)’s Directorate of 
Adventure, Physical Fit-
ness and Sports Activi-
ties (DAPSA). Unlike 
the Chinese “research” 
balloon that reportedly 
used artificial intelli-
gence and air currents to 
figure its way into conti-

nental USA, this one was 
a hot air balloon meant 
to foster the spirit of ad-
venture among Navy 
folks. Under the Balloon. 
Photo: Kaypius pic When 
hot air was met with cold 
shoulder My reasons for 
floating over the skies 
of Delhi and neighbour-
ing Haryana were rather 
simple: my fiancée Mad-
huri was posted at Delhi 
while I was serving on a 
warship in the Southern 
Naval Command for the 
award of a watch-keep-
ing ticket (WKT). The 
ship’s commanding of-
ficer was a thoroughbred 
gunner; a hard taskmaster 
who viewed everything 
that flew – pilots includ-
ed – as legitimate targets. 
Standing watch at sea for 
hours and manning the 
gangway in harbour was 
giving me a stress frac-

ture in the brain. Separa-
tion pangs were upon me 
and I would have run an 
ultra-marathon to New 
Delhi only if somebody 
would have granted me 
leave. But it was easier 
to ask for the Kohinoor 
diamond under that 
command. It was late 
December. Winters are 
the ideal season for bal-
looning. DAPSA sought 
volunteers for a two-
week ballooning camp 
at Delhi. The India Gen-
eral (equivalent of a ‘K 
Broadcast’ which is an 
IAF-wide message that 
reaches the rank and file 
of the air force) found its 
way into the signal pack 
and I chanced upon it as 
Assistant Officer of the 
Day. It was a godsent 
opportunity for me. But 
there was a small prob-
lem – our commanding 

officer believed young 
aviators posted on ships 
must take sanyaas  from 
such activities. I some-
how found my inner 
voice and approached 
the commanding officer 
gingerly with a request to 
be sent for the camp. He 
scrunched his nose in dis-
taste and asked me to re-
turn to the gangway forth-
with. Love story melts a 
gunner’s heart! Quite like 
President Biden’s deci-
sion dilemma “to shoot 
or not to shoot”, I had a 
narrow window of three 
days to get my name into 
the list. Love can be a 
powerful driving force. I 
went ashore, plotted with 
the Staff Officer (Sports 
and Adventure) in the 
headquarters and secured 
a tentative berth under 
the “nominated to volun-
teer” category, provided I 

could get the green signal 
from the ship. I returned 
to the ship with a more 
inflated story about my 
love for flying, adven-
ture and so on. The com-
manding officer ripped 
through my ‘Balloon 
Files’ immediately. “I 
know your story about 
love for ballooning, 
etc. is all hot air. There 
is some other agenda – 
come on, out with it,” 
he said. ADVERTISING 
Left with nowhere to 
hide, I tugged at his heart 
– believing one existed 
– with an old boat hook. 
“Sir, this is my last New 
Years Eve as a bachelor 
and I want to spend it 
with my fiancée.” It was 
a leap of faith but it turns 
out that the old man had 
a heart. Besides, it was 
from one mallu to anoth-
er, about another mallu. 
“Ah, now you are talk-
ing,” he said with raised 
eyebrows before doing 
the “jaa Simran jaa, jee le 
apni zindagi” honours on 
me. “If you want to en-
gage in hazardous activi-
ties that could potentially 
break a limb and get you 
withdrawn from flying, I 
am not going to come in 
your way. Get your GX 
(genform) and g e t 
off the ship,” he ordered, 
returning to more impor-
tant matters of the state. 
The GX (genform) is a 
document.
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Australia To Remove Chinese Cameras 
From Government Sites To “Secure” Them

Sydney: Australia will 
strip Chinese-made se-
curity cameras from 
some government build-
ings to ensure they are 
“completely secure”, the 
country’s defence minis-
ter said Thursday. It fol-
lows similar moves in the 
United States and Britain, 
which have both taken 
measures to stop govern-
ment departments from 
installing Chinese-made 
cameras at sensitive 
sites. Britain acted in No-
vember last year due to 
fears that Chinese com-
panies could be forced 
to share intelligence 
with Beijing’s security 
services. The security 
cameras were installed 
at more than 200 Austra-
lian government build-
ings -- according to offi-
cial figures compiled by 
an opposition politician 
-- including at least one 
run by the Department 
of Defence. Australian 

Defence Minister Rich-
ard Marles said officials 
would find and remove 
all cameras found within 
the defence department’s 
vast collection of offices 
and facilities. “It’s a sig-
nificant thing that’s been 
brought to our attention 
and we’re going to fix it,” 
he told national broad-
caster ABC. “It’s impor-

tant that we go through 
this exercise and make 
sure that our facilities are 
completely secure.” The 
government-funded Na-
tional War Memorial -- a 
sprawling 14-hectare (35 
acres) complex in Can-
berra -- also confirmed 
it would remove a small 
number of Chinese-made 
cameras out of an “abun-

dance of caution”. The 
cameras were made by 
companies Hikvision and 
Dahua, which have both 
been blacklisted in the 
United States. The US 
banned the importation 
of surveillance equip-
ment made by Hikvision 
and Dahua in Novem-
ber last year because it 
posed “an unacceptable 

risk to national security”. 
In Britain, a group of 67 
MPs and lords called for 
the government to ban 
Hikvision and Dahua in 
July last year, following 
reports their equipment 
had been used to spy on 
Uyghurs in Xinjiang. It 
was a Hikvision camera 
that caught former health 
secretary Matt Hancock 
kissing an aide in viola-
tion of Covid rules in 
June 2021, leading to his 
resignation. Hikvision 
has previously said it was 
“categorically false” to 
paint the company as “a 
threat to national secu-
rity”. Australia’s centre-
left government has been 
trying to repair its rela-
tionship with China since 
coming to power in May 
last year. China slapped 
hefty tariffs on key Aus-
tralian exports in 2020 at 
the height of a bitter dis-
pute with the former con-
servative government.

Will US Impose Sanctions on India for 
Buying Russian Oil? Washington Responds

New Delhi: The United 
State officials on Wednes-
day (February 8, 2023) said 
that Washington is not plan-
ning to impose sanctions on 
India for importing energy 
from Russia. In a briefing 
with reporters, US Assistant 
Secretary of State for Euro-
pean and Eurasian Affairs 
Karen Donfried said, “We 
are not looking to sanction 
India. Our partnership with 
India is one of the most con-
sequential relationships.” 
Another US official present 
in the briefing, US Assis-
tant Secretary of State for 
Energy Resources Geoffrey 
Pyatt, said, “Implementa-
tion of a global price cap on 
energy is an opportunity for 
countries like India”. Pyatt 
stated that India has used 
the “negotiating leverage” 
it gains from the price cap 
and the fact that a large part 
of the global market is not 
accessible to Russia to se-
cure a lower price on crude 
oil, which is a benefit for 
the Indian economy. Both 
Donfried and Pyatt empha-
sized that India and US are 
pursuing the energy secu-
rity agenda, particularly in 
light of Russian President 

Vladimir Putin’s strategy of 
“weaponizing” Russia’s oil 
and gas resources. The com-
ments came in the backdrop 
of Ukrainian lawmakers de-
manding sanctions on India 
for importing energy from 
Russia. India, notably, has 
substantially increased its 
import of Russian oil since 
the Ukraine conflict began 
in February 2022. On the 
ongoing Russia-Ukraine 
conflict, Pyatt said that US 
and India share a “commit-
ment to uphold the inter-

national rules-based order 
and respect for territorial 
integrity and sovereignty”. 
Donfried also welcomed In-
dia’s support for the people 
of Ukraine, including the 
country’s provision of hu-
manitarian assistance and 
calls for an immediate end 
to Russia’s unprovoked war 
against Ukraine. She also 
praised India’s leadership 
role at the recent G20 sum-
mit, where Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had called 
for dialogue.

Amid Layoffs, Online Petition In US To Extend 
Grace Period For H-1B Visa Holders

Washington: Amidst 
massive layoffs in the 
American tech sector that 
have resulted in a large 
number of Indian profes-
sionals being jobless, two 
Indian-American organ-
isations have launched 
an online petition urg-
ing President Joe Biden 
to extend the grace pe-
riod of H-1B visas hold-
ers from two months to 
a year. This means that 
once fired from a job, a 
foreign tech worker on 
H-1B visas would have 
one year to find a new 
job instead of the existing 
duration of 60 days, after 
which they have to leave 
the country. The H-1B 
visa is a non-immigrant 
visa that allows US com-
panies to employ foreign 
workers in speciality oc-
cupations that require 
theoretical or technical 
expertise. Technology 
companies depend on it 
to hire tens of thousands 
of employees each year 

from countries like India 
and China. “On behalf 
of immigrants (from the 
world, mainly from In-
dia and China) as well as 
naturalised citizens like 
Indian-Americans, Foun-
dation for India and Indi-
an Diaspora Studies and 
Global Technology Pro-
fessionals Association 
(GITPRO) has submitted 
an appeal to the President 
of the United States, the 
Secretary of DHS (De-
partment of Homeland 
Security) and the direc-

tor of USCIS (US Citi-
zenship and Immigration 
Services) to extend the 
current grace period from 
60 days to 1 year (mini-
mum 6 months),” the 
online petition said. “We 
join the appeal and re-
quest to sympathetically 
consider the impact of the 
families on humanitar-
ian grounds. We believe 
that this extension will 
pause this brain drain and 
ensure that the US will 
continue to be a world 
leader in technology and 

innovation. We also re-
quest elected officials 
to support this exten-
sion and if needed intro-
duce a bill in the House 
of Representatives,” 
said the online petition 
that has been signed by 
more than 2,200 people 
so far. As Tech Compa-
nies Lay Off Thousands, 
The Jobs Most At Risk 
Are... As Tech Compa-
nies Lay Off Thousands, 
The Jobs Most At Risk 
Are... ChatGPT vs Bard: 
Everything We Know 
About Google’s Upcom-
ing AI Chatbot ChatGPT 
vs Bard: Everything We 
Know About Google’s 
Upcoming AI Chatbot 
Zoom to Lay Off 1,300 
Workers as Firm Cuts 
15 Percent of Workforce 
Amid Slowing Demand 
Zoom to Lay Off 1,300 
Workers as Firm Cuts 
15 Percent of Workforce 
Amid Slowing Demand 
According to Layoff-
Tracker.com,91,000 were 

laid off just in January 
2023 and this number 
may grow in the coming 
months. This has a huge 
impact on them, and their 
families, especially on 
the H-1B holders who 
would need to leave the 
US immediately within 
10 days beyond the H-1B 
grace period, the peti-
tion said. In addition to 
the impact on them and 
their families, this is 
also a long-term impact 
on the talent that the US 
has. For example, 70 per 
cent of startup founders 
are immigrants. About 
50 CEOs of public com-
panies are of Indian ori-
gin. Hence, the exodus of 
this talent from the US is 
harmful for the long-term 
interests of the US, espe-
cially in the modern age 
of Artificial Intelligence 
competition, it said. “The 
laid-off H-1B holders 
.currently have about 60 
days to find another em-
ployer to file.

Satellite Pics Show Scale Of Destruction 
After Massive Turkey Earthquake

Entire city blocks were 
turned into ruins and ma-
jor towns into rubbles, 
showed satellite images 
after a powerful earth-
quake that killed over 
15,000 people in Turkey 
and Syria this week. The 
southern city of Antakya 
and Kahramanmaras 
were among the worst-
affected regions where 
several high-rise build-
ings collapsed. 91tvnev8 
Collapsed buildings and 
emergency shelters in a 
stadium in Kahraman-
maras. High res here The 
satellite images also re-
vealed hundreds of emer-
gency shelters set up in 

the open areas and sta-
diums to help relief op-
erations. The first earth-
quake of 7.8 magnitude 
hit on Monday near Ga-
ziantep, a Turkish city of 
about two million people, 
followed by a 7.5 magni-
tude tremor and several 
aftershocks. The tremors 
were felt as far away as 
Greenland, the Geologi-
cal Survey of Denmark 
and Greenland said. dntu-
s1i Antakya is among the 
worst-affected regions 
where several high-rise 
buildings collapsed. High 
res here The stretches be-
tween Kahramanmaras 
and Gaziantep witnessed 

the heaviest destruction 
with entire city blocks 
lying in rubbles. Turkey 
pegged its building col-
lapses at nearly 3,000 in 
seven provinces, which 
includes public hospitals. 
A historic mosque dating 
back to the 13th century 
also partially collapsed. 
4gs9d8j8 Emergency 
tents set up in Osmaniye 
city of Turkey. High res 
here The death count has 
reached 15,383, includ-
ing 12,391 in Turkey and 
2,992 in war-ravaged 
Syria, and is expected to 
rise as rescue operations 
are still on. 1m2aisr8 
Congested roads and 
emergency shelters in 
Kahramanmaras, Turkey. 
High res here Up to 23 
million people could be 
affected due to quake, 
said the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), add-
ing that 77 national and 
13 international emer-
gency medical teams 
were being deployed.

Pakistani minister confirms ‘adequate’ fuel 
supplies, warns companies against stockpiling

Turkey-Syria Earthquake: Death 
Toll Surpasses 15,000

Ankara/Damascus: At 
least 15,383 people have 
died after the devastat-
ing earthquakes that 
jolted Turkey and Syria 
on Monday. According to 
AFAD, Turkey’s disaster 
management agency, up 
to 12,391 people have 
died and 62,914 more 
have been injured as a 
result of the earthquakes 
that shook the nation. As 
of right now, 2,992 people 
have died in Syria. Res-
cuers and volunteers are 
working round the clock 
to locate the trapped un-

der rubble as the survival 
rate without food or wa-
ter drops drastically after 
the 72nd hour, which is 
rapidly approaching. Ex-
perts have warned that 
the 72-hour window for 
rescuing those trapped by 
the earthquakes may be 
much smaller than antici-
pated, given the low tem-
peratures that have swept 
through the earthquake-
hit regions will increase 
the risk of hypothermia. 
According to the lat-
est statistics, Monday`s 
devastating earthquakes 

in southern Turkey and 
northern Syria have 
killed 9,057 people in 
Turkey and 3,480 in Syr-
ia, Xinhua news agency 
reported. The search and 
rescue teams from more 
than 65 countries have 
arrived in the Turkish 
earthquake zones to offer 
assistance in quake-relief 
efforts, according to an 
official statement. Also 
Read: ‘Operation Dost’: 
From Rescue Teams 
to Medicines and Dog 
Squads, Here’s how India 
is Helping Earthquake-

The government in Paki-
stan on Wednesday said 
that there have been no 
plans to increase the 
prices of fuel and warned 
the oil companies to not 
stockpile petrol after 
consumers complained 
about no availability of 
petrol at pumps. Speak-
ing to reporters, Minister 
of State for Petroleum 
Musadik Malik said that 
the nation had enough 
fuel for the next 20 days, 
in accordance with regu-
latory requirements, and 
that the shortages faced 
by the consumer are be-
cause of stockpiling by 
oil marketing compa-
nies. “I am requesting 
and warning compa-
nies... their licences will 
be taken away,” said the 
minister. ALSO READ | 
Pakistan FM announces 
Rs 35 hike in prices of 
petrol and diesel; Imran 
Khan slams govt Speak-
ing to Reuters, Pakistan’s 
Oil Companies Advisory 
Council’s (OCAC) mem-

ber said that fuel is being 
sold by only a few li-
censed companies while 
others have not been 
selling fuel either due 
to hoarding or due to fi-
nancial issues. He added 
that while help is being 

provided by the petro-
leum ministry in pro-
cessing letters of credit 
for importing the fuels, 
however, the low for-
eign exchange reserves 
and artificial curbs in the 
country have remained a 

hindrance. Few consum-
ers in the most populous 
province of Pakistan, 
Punjab, complained 
that petrol stations were 
closed and others stations 
were putting a limit on 
the amount of fuel a per-

son can buy. A business-
man and resident of Pun-
jab Ali Malik said that he 
made a visit to the cities 
of Wazirabad, Lahore 
and Sialkot and where he 
struggled in filling up his 
vehicle, in the last few 
days. WATCH | Pakistan: 
Fuel shortage at petrol 
pumps in Punjab “I went 
to Sialkot where I found 
the majority of petrol sta-
tions closed. When I saw 
a functioning fuel station, 
I could not get more than 
eight litres,” he stated, 
adding that similar chal-
lenges were faced by him 
in other cities. Pakistan 
Petroleum Dealers As-
sociation’s chairperson 
Abdul Sami Khan said 
that the shortage is fuel 
is not because of dealers 
and that the oil marketing 
companies have failed in 
supplying enough fuel. 
“Consumers think we’re 
not giving them fuel and 
they blame us - but we 
aren’t being supplied 
enough,” he added.
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Oppo to skip Reno 9 in India, could 
instead launch Oppo Reno 10 series

Oppo launched the Reno 
9 series back in November 
2022 in China. The series 
comprises the Oppo Reno 
9, Reno 9 Pro, and Reno 9 
Pro+. As per a recent piece 
of news, Oppo could skip 
the Reno 9 series in India 
and instead launch the Oppo 
Reno 10 series. Also Read - 
Oppo Pad 2, Oppo Watch 
3 tipped to launch next 
year in India: Check details 
Oppo Reno 10 series India 
launch timeline, expected 

specifications According to 
the tipster Sudhanshu (via 
91mobiles), Oppo will en-
tirely skip the Reno 9 series 
in India. The company will 
instead launch the Oppo 
Reno 10 lineup of phones 
in the country. Also Read 
- Year Ender 2022: From 
5G to Digital Rupee, here 
are the biggest tech devel-
opments in India this year 
The series is tipped to go 
official in the 1st week or 
2nd week of February. The 

lineup is expected to have at 
least two models – Reno 10 
and Reno 10 Pro. Also Read 
- Oppo confirms 4 years 
of software updates and 5 
years of security updates to 
select flagship phones It is 
unclear whether the Reno 
10 phones will be rebranded 
Reno 9 series or if we are 
looking at some new de-
vices. It is worth noting that 
in China, the tipster Digital 
Chat Station had previously 
revealed the design sche-

matics of the phone. As per 
the schematics, the Oppo 
Reno 10 Pro+ will feature 
a flat-screen display and a 
redesigned camera island. 
The device will come with 
up to three cameras at the 
rear and one of them could 
be a telephoto lens. Just like 
the Reno 8 Pro, the Reno 10 
Pro+ will have Marisilicon 
NPU. The Reno 10 Pro+ has 
the model number PHU110 
and it is expected to come 
with a few upgrades. It will 
likely feature a 120Hz re-
fresh rate panel with FHD+ 
or better screen resolution. 
Although not revealed, we 
expect it to have a Medi-
aTek Dimensity or a Snap-
dragon chipset. It may come 
with a bigger battery and 
fast charging support. The 
Reno 10 Pro+ and other de-
vices in the lineup will run 
on Android 13 out of the 
box and have ColorOS 13 
on top. In other news, Oppo 
recently announced its Q1 
2023 timeline for the Colo-
rOS 13. Oppo is amongst 
the top brands that are of-
fering Android 13-based 
updates to its phones early.

Google Bard Chatbot Blunders in 
Ad Touting New Technology

Google on Wednesday 
announced a slew of fea-
tures powered by Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI), but 
a mistake in an ad caused 
its share price to tank. 
The search engine giant 
is rushing into the space 
after the bot ChatGPT 
caught the imagination 
of web users around the 
world with its ability to 
generate essays, speech-
es and even exam papers 
in seconds. Microsoft has 
announced a multimil-
lion-dollar partnership 
with ChatGPT maker 
OpenAI and unveiled 
new products on Tues-
day, while Google tried 
to steal the march a day 
earlier by announcing 
its “Bard” alternative. 
Why ChatGPT Is a Data 
Privacy Nightmare for 
Everyone The bots are 
quickly being integrated 
into search engines and 
Google is battling to 

preserve its two-decade 
dominance of the web 
search industry. But 
astronomers on Twit-
ter quickly noticed that 
Google’s Bard had given 
out an error in an ad on 
Twitter touting its new 
technology. In the ad, the 
bot was asked about what 
to tell a nine-year-old 
about discoveries from 
the James Webb Space 
Telescope. ChatGPT vs 
Bard: Everything We 
Know About Google’s 
AI Chatbot It incorrectly 
offered the response that 
the telescope was the first 
to take pictures of a plan-
et outside Earth’s solar 
system, when that hon-
our actually belongs to 
the European Very Large 
Telescope. The mess-up 
sent the share price spi-
ralling down by more 
than seven percent on 
Wednesday with inves-
tors also underwhelmed 

by the latest announce-
ments. Before the prob-
lem emerged, Google 
Vice President Prabhakar 
Raghavan told an event in 
Paris that Bard was now 
being used by “trusted 
testers” but did not give 
a timeline for a public re-
lease, which is expected 
within weeks. Analysts 
have suggested Google 
rushed its announcement 
under pressure from Mi-
crosoft, but Raghavan 
denied the claim. “This 
has been a multiyear 
journey,” he said, adding 
that no single event had 

“dramatically changed 
the course” of Google’s 
plans. Google executives 
announced on Wednes-
day several AI-induced 
improvements across 
products including maps, 
translation and its image 
recognition tool Lens. 
Microsoft has similarly 
said it will incorporate AI 
into its Office suite and 
Teams messaging app. 
But its promise to soup 
up its much-maligned 
Bing search engine put it 
on a collision course with 
Google.

Disney CEO Bob Iger announces to 
lay off 7K employees to cut costs

Entertainment giant Dis-
ney is laying off 7,000 
employees to cut costs, 
its CEO Bob Iger has 
announced. During the 
company’s earnings call 
for its December quar-
ter, he said the move is 
“necessary to address 
the challenges we’re fac-
ing today”. Also Read 
- Zoom fires 1,300 em-
ployees, CEO takes 98 
percent pay cut Disney 
to lay off 7,000 employ-
ees “I do not make this 
decision lightly. I have 
enormous respect and 
appreciation for the tal-
ent and dedication of our 
employees worldwide 
and I am mindful of the 
personal impact of these 
changes,” said Iger. Also 
Read - How to watch 
Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever online On the 
content side, Disney ex-
pects to deliver approxi-
mately $3 billion in sav-

ings over the next few 
years, excluding sports. 
Also Read - Airtel intro-
duces Disney Plus Hot-
star subscription for three 
prepaid plans He said 
that under the strategic 
reorganisation, there will 
be three core business 
segments: Disney Enter-
tainment, ESPN and Dis-
ney Parks, Experiences 
and Products. “This reor-
ganisation will result in a 
more cost-effective, coor-
dinated and streamlined 
approach to our opera-
tions and we are commit-

ted to running our busi-
nesses more efficiently, 
especially in a challeng-
ing economic environ-
ment. In that regard, we 
are targeting $5.5 billion 
of cost savings across the 
company,” said the CEO. 
The company’s stream-
ing business lost around 
$1.5 billion last quarter. 
Its current forecasts in-
dicate Disney+ will hit 
profitability by the end 
of fiscal 2024. Disney 
Plus added just 200,000 
subscribers in the US and 
Canada.

Netflix officially starts rolling out its paid 
password sharing featureNEWS

Netflix has officially be-
gun its much-anticipated 
password-sharing crack-
down. The streaming 
platform has rolled out 
paid sharing in Canada, 
New Zealand, Portu-
gal and Spain. Notably, 
it was tested in select 
markets including Chile, 
Costa Rica, Peru and 
more. Also Read - Net-
flix accidentally reveals 
upcoming password 
sharing rules As per the 
company, Netflix ac-
counts are only “meant 
to be shared in one 
household” and by that, 
it means “people who 
live in the same location 
with the account owner”. 
Netflix will now set a 
“primary location” for 
each account. Also Read 
- Netflix introduces spa-
tial audio for more titles, 
downloads on 6 devices 
Netflix officially begins 

its password crackdown 
According to Netflix, if 
you want to share your 
accounts with people (up 
to 2 people) outside your 
household, you will need 
to subscribe to either the 
Standard tier or Premium 
tier and pay the fee ($8 
in Canada and New Zea-

land, €4 in Portugal and 
€6 in Spain). Also Read - 
Netflix introduces ‘Kids 
Mystery Box’ feature 
for Android users netf-
lix Image: Netflix The 
company further assures 
that subscribers can still 
watch Netflix on their 
personal devices or log 

into a new TV, like at a 
hotel or holiday rental. 
Netflix has also released 
a new way for subscrib-
ers to track who all have 
access to their Netflix ac-
counts. They just need to 
go to the new “manage 
account access and de-
vices” where they will 

see all details on the lo-
cation and IP addresses 
of the devices. “We value 
our members and recog-
nize that they have many 
entertainment choices. 
A Netflix account is in-
tended for one household 
and members can choose 
from a range of plans 
with different features. 
As always, we’ll refine 
these new features based 
on member feedback so 
that we continue to im-
prove Netflix in the years 
ahead.”, wrote Netflix in 
its blogpost. For the un-
versed, Netflix is facing 
backlash from users due 
to the paid password-
sharing feature. This fea-
ture will affect users who 
are living away from 
their families as they 
will not have the same 
“primary location” or us-
ers who travel between 
homes.

Pixel 7 Pro Costs $413 to Make, Over 50 
Percent Parts Are Made by Samsung

Google Pixel 7 Pro was 
launched in India in Oc-
tober of last year. The 
smartphone debuted in the 
market at a starting price 
of Rs. 59,999. Accord-
ing to a new report, Pixel 
7 Pro’s bill of materials 
(BoM) cost has more con-
tribution from Samsung, as 
compared to Google. The 
South Korean electronics 
company not only supplies 
the Pixel 7 Pro’s display, 
but also contributes to its 
Tensor G2 SoC, as well as 
the imaging system. Pixel 
7 Pro’s Tensor G2 is manu-
factured along with Sam-
sung LSI. According to 
the latest report by market 
research firm Counterpoint 
Research, about half of the 

components making up the 
Pixel 7 Pro is made by Sam-
sung. Meanwhile, Google 
only contributes 7 percent 
to Pixel 7 Pro’s BoM cost. 
The report states that it 
costs Google around $413 
(roughly Rs. 34,000) to 
build the Pixel 7 Pro 128GB 
variant. The research states 
that Google’s latest Tensor 
G2 is developed in partner-
ship with Samsung LSI. 
The processor is manufac-
tured at Samsung Found-
ry’s 5nm process node. 
Google reportedly made 
minor upgrades in the Ten-
sor G2’s octa-core CPU 
architecture, which only 
cost them $10 more than 
the original Tensor G SoC. 
Google Rolls Out a Third 

Android 13 QPR2 Update 
for Pixel Phones Apart 
from the process, Samsung 
also provides the display 
for the Pixel 7 Pro. The 
Samsung Display accounts 
for around 20 percent of the 
smartphone’s BoM cost. 
The smartphone’s 6.7-inch 
AMOLED display is manu-
factured by Samsung. While 
the company’s ISOCELL 
GN1 power the main cam-
era, Pixel 7 Pro’s periscope, 
and front selfie cameras are 
powered by Samsung LSI’s 
image sensors. Samsung 
also plays a major part in 
Pixel 7 Pro’s cellular com-
munication system, by pro-
viding 5G baseband, trans-
ceivers, and power trackers 
for sub-6GHz bands. The 
Korean brand partnered 
with Murata to enable 
mmWave in the smart-
phone. Pixel 7 pro’s power 
and audio design are sup-
ported by multiple PMIC 
components, which are also 
supplied by Samsung. The 
5,000mAh battery.wireless 
charging IC, quick charging 
IC, and other battery relat-
ed components used in the 
Pixel 7 Pro are provided by 
Sunwoda Electronic, ATL, 
NXP, IDT, SK Hynix, and 
Micron.

Twitter Blue finally launches in India, 
starts at Rs 650 per month

Twitter will charge Rs 
650 per month for its Blue 
service with verification 
on the web and Rs 900 on 
Android and iOS mobile 
devices in India, the com-
pany has confirmed. Also 
Read - Twitter under 
Musk not doing enough 
to curb child abuse con-
tent: Report Twitter Blue 
has now extended to In-
dia, Brazil and Indonesia. 
Also Read - Twitter to re-
member users’ preferred 
timeline Elon Musk-run 
Twitter is also offering a 
discounted annual plan 
of Rs 6,900 per year in 
India, which translates to 
approximately Rs 566.67 
per month. Also Read - 
Elon Musk announces to 
remove all legacy veri-
fied accounts on Twit-
ter, as they are ‘deeply 
corrupted’ With India 
launch, Twitter Blue is 
now available in 15 glob-
al markets including the 
US, Canada, Japan, the 
UK and Saudi Arabia. 
Earlier this month, the 
micro-blogging platform 
Twitter expanded its 
Blue service subscription 

service to six more coun-
tries. In December last 
year, Twitter relaunched 

its Blue subscription ser-
vice with verification, 
costing $8 for Android 

users and $11 for iPhone 
owners per month global-
ly. Twitter has now begun 

allowing Blue subscrib-
ers in the US to cre-
ate long tweets of up to 
4,000 characters. Twitter 
blue subscribers will also 
see 50 per cent fewer ads 
in their home timeline. 
With Blue checkmarks, 
Twitter Blue features of-
fer subscribers a way to 
enhance and customize 
their Twitter experience 
— which include — cus-
tom app icons, custom 
navigation, top articles, 
undo tweet, longer video 
upload, and more. Musk 
has now said that all 
legacy verified accounts 
will soon lose their Blue 
badges as those are 
‘deeply corrupted’. The 
micro-blogging platform 
has also launched a new 
service called Twitter 
Verification for Organisa-
tions, which is a service 
for business entities on 
Twitter that adds a gold 
checkmark to official 
business accounts. Twit-
ter has told businesses to 
pay $1,000 per month for 
retaining gold badges and 
brands and organisations.
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PhonePe UPI International: Check How to Use 
New Feature if You are Going Abroad

New Delhi: Fintech firm 
PhonePe has announced 
to expand its service 
cross the borders to allow 
its users to be able to use 
Unified Payments Inter-
face (UPI) in five select-
ed countries. It will help 
users to pay to the inter-

national merchants using 
UPI, which is similar to 
international card pay-
ments. The selected five 
countries are: the UAE, 
Nepal, Singapore, Mau-
ritius, and Bhutan. ALSO 
READ | RBI to Extend 
UPI Facility for Retail 

Payments to Inbound 
Travellers in India “The 
current launch supports 
all international merchant 
outlets in the UAE, Sin-
gapore, Mauritius, Ne-
pal, and Bhutan that have 
a local QR code,” the 
statement said, adding 

that PhonePe is the first 
fintech app to launch this 
feature in India. UPI In-
ternational is the first ma-
jor step in letting the rest 
of the world experience 
UPI too. I am sure this 
launch will prove to be 
a game-changer and will 
completely transform the 
way Indians traveling 
overseas pay at merchant 
outlets abroad,” PhonePe 
CTO and Co-Founder, 
Rahul Chari said. How 
to use PhonePe for In-
ternational Payment The 
PhonePe user needs to 
activate the bank account 
for UPI International on 
the app. Users can en-
able the facility before 
his/her trip or at the lo-
cation. It will allow us-
ers to make payments to 

international merchants 
in selected five countries, 
relaxing travellers to the 
need of forex card or in-
ternational credit cards. 
PhonePe was created in 
2015 as a payment app. 
A year later, it was ac-
quired by Flipkart as 
its financial arm. Since 
then, it has emereged as 
India’s largest payments 
app. Earlier,  The NPCI 
had permitted non-resi-
dents from 10 countries, 
including the US, Cana-
da and UAE, to digitally 
transfer funds using the 
UPI platform from NRE/
NRO accounts. The Na-
tional Payments Corpo-
ration of India (NPCI) in 
a circular said it has been 
receiving requests for al-
lowing non-residents.

Microsoft Rolls Out ChatGPT-Enabled 
‘New Bing’; What are the Benefits 

New Delhi: Microsoft has 
rolled out ChatGPT-enabled 
‘new Bing’ that not only 
gives you the list of links 
like other search engines 
but works as an intelligent 
tool to present the informa-
tion in an easy and sum-
marized way.  The new 
Bing allows users to search 
the way you talk, text, and 
think. “The new Bing is 
like having a research as-
sistant, personal planner, 
and creative partner at your 
side whenever you search 
the web,” according to the 
Microsoft Bing. | PhonePe 
UPI International: Check 
How to Use it if You are 
Going Abroad Bing takes 
your complex searches and 
shares back a detailed re-
sponse. In the chat experi-
ence, you can chat naturally 
and ask follow-up questions 
to your initial search to get 
personalized replies. More-

over, Bing can be used as 
a creative tool. It can help 
you write poems, stories, 
or even share ideas for a 
project. | RBI to Extend UPI 
Facility for Retail Payments 
to Inbound Travellers in 
India What are the benefits 
of ChatGPT-enabled Bing? 
Users can ask questions 
however you like. It will al-
low them to do a complex 
search, do follow up and 
make refinements in chat. 
Users can get answers in-

stead of being overwhelmed 
by options. The new Bing 
will look at search results 
across the web and summa-
rizes responses to your spe-
cific questions and needs. 
They need to provide ideas 
and prompts and Bing will 
write a draft to build upon 
whether it’s an email or 
meal plan. By collaborat-
ing with the firm OpenAI, 
Microsoft hopes to surpass 
its Silicon Valley adversary 
and possibly.

‘You Are Over Daily Limit’: Twitter 
Down as Users Unable to Tweet

Washington: Twitter us-
ers on Wednesday night 
briefly faced various is-
sues on the microblog-
ging site, including the 
inability to tweet, send 
direct messages, or fol-
low new accounts on the 
platform. Some users try-
ing to post new tweets re-
ceived a pop-up saying, 
“you are over the daily 
limit for sending tweets.” 
Other Twitter users re-
ceived a pop-up that read, 
“We`re sorry, we weren`t 
able to send your Tweet,” 
CNN reported. The Twit-
ter users who were trying 

to follow other accounts 
on the microblogging 
site received a message 
saying, “Limit reached. 
You are unable to fol-
low more people at this 
time.” Twitter users were 
unable to send direct 
messages as well. Some 
users revealed that they 
could only share tweets 
by using Twitter’s tweet 
scheduling function. 
Outage tracker Down-
Detector revealed that 
more than 9,000 Twit-
ter issued reports as of 5 
am on Thursday, as per 
the CNN report. Reports 

started to witness a de-
cline within half an hour 
as some of the users were 
able to tweet again. Twit-
ter has faced a range of 
technical glitches since 
Elon Musk took over as 
CEO of the platform and 
laid off more than half 
its staff in 2022, CNN 
reported. Users have 
previously reported is-
sues regarding the app`s 
two-factor authentication 
tool, seeing replies listed 
above a tweet and seeing 
old tweets appear repeat-
edly in their feed or men-
tions.

Loan EMIs May Go Up As RBI Announces 
Sixth Straight Lending Rate Hike 

New Delhi: The Reserve 
Bank of India hiked its 
key repo rate by a quar-
ter percentage point on 
Wednesday as expected 
but surprised markets by 
leaving the door open to 
more tightening, saying 
core inflation remained 
high. The central bank 
said that its policy stance 
remains focused on the 
withdrawal of accom-
modation, with four out 
of six members voting in 
favour of that position. 
Most analysts had expect-
ed a hike on Wednesday 
to be the final increase in 
the RBI’s current tighten-
ing cycle, which has seen 
it raise rates by 250 bps 
since May last year. The 
monetary policy commit-
tee (MPC), comprising 
three members from the 
central bank and three 
external members, raised 
the key lending rate or 
the repo rate to 6.50%, 
also in a split decision. 
Four of the six mem-
bers voted in favour of 
the move. “The sticki-
ness of core or underly-
ing inflation is a matter. 
of concern. We need to 

see a decisive modera-
tion in inflation. We have 
to remain unwavering in 
our commitment to bring 
down inflation,” RBI 
Governor Shaktikanta 
Das said, while announc-
ing the committee’s de-
cision. While the effect 
of earlier rate hikes are 
still working their way 
through the economy, 
further calibrated mon-
etary policy action is 
warranted, Das added. In 
a poll conducted ahead 
of the federal budget on 
Feb. 1, more than three-
quarters of economists, 
40 of 52, had expected 
the RBI to raise the repo 
rate by 25 bps. The re-
maining 12 predicted no 
change. Das said that the 
inflation-adjusted, real 
interest rate remains be-
low pre-pandemic levels 
and liquidity remains 
surplus, even though it 
is lower than during the 
pandemic. The RBI has 
brought down the liquid-
ity surplus in the banking 
system to below 2 trillion 
rupees ($24.19 billion) 
from around 9-10 trillion 
rupees in the aftermath 

of pandemic-related sup-
port measures. A grow-
ing number of central 
banks around the world 
have signalled a pause or 
halt in their tightening in 
recent weeks as consum-
er inflation comes off the 
boil and growth in their 
economies shows signs 
of softening. E-Rupee 
for Retail to Be Soon Pi-
loted by 5 More Banks in 
9 More Cities E-Rupee 
for Retail to Be Soon Pi-
loted by 5 More Banks 
in 9 More Cities Feed-
ing Of Fake Notes In 
Coin Vending Machines 
Led To UPI-Based Al-
ternative: RBI Feeding 
Of Fake Notes In Coin 

Vending Machines Led 
To UPI-Based Alterna-
tive: RBI Banks’ Ex-
posure To Adani Group 
“Not Very Significant”, 
Resilience Of Banking 
System Much Stronger: 
Reserve Bank Banks’ Ex-
posure To Adani Group 
“Not Very Significant”, 
Resilience Of Banking 
System Much Stronger: 
Reserve Bank India’s 
annual retail inflation 
rate eased to 5.72% in 
December from 5.88% 
in the previous month, 
falling below the RBI’s 
upper tolerance band 
of 2%-6% for a second 
straight month, though 
core inflation, which ex-

cludes more volatile food 
and fuel prices, was still 
running at 6.1%. Con-
sumer inflation is pro-
jected to be at 6.5% in 
the fiscal year 2023 and 
5.3% for the fiscal year 
2024. “It seems reason-
able to conclude that un-
til (some) measures of 
inflation present less of 
a threat, by falling below 
6% and remaining there 
for a couple of months, 
we can’t rule out further 
rate hikes,” economists 
at ING said in a note. 
“So we will be amend-
ing our forecasts and 
adding a further 25 bps, 
taking peak policy rates 
to 6.75% after this lat-
est increase and pushing 
back the timing of even-
tual rate cuts until next 
year.” Capital Economics 
also said there is clearly 
a possibility of another 
25 bps rate hike in April, 
but much will hinge on 
inflation readings for 
January and February. 
Das added that the Indian 
economy looks resilient 
even though consider-
able uncertainties remain 
on global commodity.

RBI Digital Rupee: E-Rupee to be Piloted 
by 5 More Banks in 9 More Cities Soon

Nifty, Sensex Settle Lower For 2nd 
Day On Foreign Fund Outflows

Mumbai: Equity bench-
marks ended lower for 
the second straight ses-
sion today, dragged 
down by banking and fi-
nance counters and con-
tinuous foreign fund out-
flows. The 30-share BSE 
Sensex ended 304.18 
points or 0.50 per cent 
lower at 60,353.27 af-
ter it failed to hold on 
to initial gains. During 
the day, it fell 607.61 
points or 1 per cent to 
60,049.84. The broader 
NSE Nifty dipped 50.80 
points or 0.28 per cent to 
end at 17,992.15. From 
the Sensex pack, Ba-
jaj Finance tanked 7.21 
per cent. The other ma-
jor laggards were Bajaj 
Finserv, ICICI Bank, 
Infosys, Titan, Power 
Grid, Axis Bank, HDFC 
Bank, Tech Mahindra, 
Wipro and Bharti Airtel. 
ITC, Hindustan Unilever, 
NTPC, Mahindra & Ma-
hindra, Nestle and Larsen 
& Toubro were the ma-
jor winners. ALSO RE-
ADElsewhere in Asia, 
equity markets in Seoul, 

Tokyo, Shanghai and 
Hong Kong ended in the 
green. Equity exchanges 
in Europe were trading on 
a mixed note in mid-ses-
sion deals. Markets in the 
US had ended in the posi-
tive territory on Wednes-
day. PromotedListen to 
the latest songs, only 

on JioSaavn.com Inter-
national oil benchmark 
Brent crude jumped 2.04 
per cent to USD 79.43 
per barrel. Foreign Insti-
tutional Investors (FIIs) 
offloaded shares worth a 
net ₹ 2,620.89 crore on 
Wednesday, according to 
exchange data.

New Delhi: Five more 
banks will join the pilot 
on the central bank digital 
currency or e-rupee for 
retail customers and the 
project will be extended 
to nine additional cities, 
the Reserve Bank said 
on Wednesday. The Re-
serve Bank, which began 
piloting the central bank 
digital currency or e-ru-
pee for retail customers 
in early December with 
eight banks in five cities, 
stressed that it does not 
want to rush with it but 
favours a slow and steady 
adoption. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Indian people over 
35 year-old can earn on-
line. EdgeSurvey Invest-
ment opportunity only 
for Senior India Citizens! 
Hoxton Capital The re-
tail CBDC is available 
for only 50,000 users 
now and of them 5,000 
are merchants. The ser-
vice is being offered on 
invitation basis by eight 
banks across five cities 
now, deputy governor 

T Rabi Sankar told re-
porters on Wednesday 
at the customary post-
policy presser. Given the 
glitches-free adoption so 
far, five more banks will 
be added soon on to the 
platform along with in-
creasing the number of 
cities where the pilot 
service is available now 
from the present five to 
nine more, Sankar said. 

“Having said on this and 
the risk of being right, let 
me just reiterate that we 
want the process to hap-
pen. But we want the pro-
cess to happen gradually 
and slowly. We are in no 
hurry to make something 
happen very quickly. 
“We have our targets in 
terms of users, in terms 
of merchants and all that. 
But we will go through 

it slowly because we 
don’t want to do some-
thing without actually 
understanding what the 
possible impact and that 
impact can be, the depu-
ty governor said. On the 
volume of transaction, 
he said it is increasing 
slowly and so far it has 
totalled at around Rs 7.7 
lakh only. The RBI on 
November 1, and Decem-

ber 1, 2022, launched the 
CBDC for wholesale and 
retail respectively. While 
the use case of the whole-
sale CBDC is limited to 
the settlement of second-
ary market transactions 
in government securities, 
the retail e-rupee-is being 
piloted within a closed 
user group (CUG) com-
prising participating cus-
tomers and merchants. 
The first phase includes 
four banks--State Bank 
of India, ICICI Bank, 
Yes Bank and IDFC First 
Bank and subsequently, 
four banks Bank of Baro-
da, Union Bank of India, 
HDFC Bank and Kotak 
Mahindra Bank joined. 
The CBDC is expected to 
make the inter-bank mar-
ket more efficient and 
settlements in e-rupee 
can reduce transaction 
costs by pre-empting the 
need for settlement guar-
antee infrastructure or 
for collateral to mitigate 
settlement risk. Live Tv
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Jadon Sancho, Marcus Rashford Star in Manchester 
United’s Comeback Draw vs Leeds United

Manchester United 
fought back from a two-
goal deficit to draw 2-2 
with Leeds in the Premier 
League on Wednesday 
(February 8). Substitute 
Jadon Sancho rescued a 
point for Erik ten Hag’s 
team, which missed the 
chance to move level on 
points with second-place 
Manchester City. Leeds 
fired Jesse Marsch on 
Monday. It is still wait-
ing for a first win in the 
league since November 5, 
but moved a point clear of 
the relegation zone. Both 
teams, however, will feel 
they missed the oppor-
tunity to take more from 
the thrilling match at Old 
Trafford. Leeds stunned 
the home crowd by tak-
ing the lead after just 55 
seconds through Wilfried 
Gnonto and looked on 
course for victory when 
Raphael Varane deflected 
Crysencio Summerville’s 
cross into his own net 
three minutes after half-
time. United got back into 

the game through Marcus 
Rashford’s header in the 
62nd and Sancho equal-
ized in the 70th. But on 
a night when United was 
looking to cut the gap 
on leader Arsenal to five 
points, it remains seven 
behind the London club 
having played two more 
games. The double-head-
er against Leeds looked 
like an ideal opportunity 
for the hosts to continue 
their charge toward the 
top of the table, with the 
sides facing each other 

again in the league at El-
land Road on Sunday. 
Leeds turned up without 
a manager and without 
a win in the league for 
three months. But under 
an interim management 
trio of Chris Armas, Mi-
chael Skubala and Paco 
Gallardo, it threatened 
an upset against in-form 
United. Ten Hag had his 
own issues to contend 
with as he tried to cope 
with a number of key 
absences including the 
injured Christian Eriksen 

and Antony, as well as 
the suspended Casemiro. 
As a result United looked 
light in midfield and at-
tack, even with loan sign-
ing Marcel Sabitzer mak-
ing his first start since 
joining from Bayern Mu-
nich on transfer deadline 
day. Leeds exposed the 
home team’s frailties al-
most straight from kick-
off with Gnonto firing a 
low shot past David de 
Gea at the end of a driv-
ing run toward the box 
inside the opening min-
ute. United had chances 
to even the score before 
halftime, with Alejan-
dro Garnacho rounding 
Leeds goalkeeper Il-
lan Meslier before see-
ing his shot headed off 
the line by Maximillian 
Wober. Varane then saw 
his header saved by Mes-
lier, who pushed another 
effort from Sabitzer over 
the bar. Leeds scored 
three minutes into the 
second half when substi-
tute Summerville’s cross 

If you don’t want to play just don’t: 
Pakistan great Javed Miandad clarifies

Pakistan great Javed Mi-
andad blasted India for 
refusing to travel to Paki-
stan for this year’s Asia 
Cup. Recently, he asked 
for the International 
Cricket Council’s (ICC) 
intervention to look into 
the BCCI vs PCB spat as 
the Indian cricket board 
recently said, in the Asian 
Cricket Council (ACC) 
meeting, that they won’t 
get government clear-
ance to travel to Pakistan 
and have made all other 
boards understand its 
stance. Miandad, how-
ever, didn’t mince his 
words and lashed out at 
his neighbouring coun-
try by saying ‘India can 
go to hell’ if they do not 
want to come to Pakistan 
for the continental tour-
nament later this year. 
While his comments up-
set many Indians, and 
also a few from his own 
country, the former bat-
ter has now clarified his 
remark on Asia Cup row. 

Speaking on his YouTube 
channel, Miandad said, 
“Do you know what hell 
means? If you don’t want 
to play just don’t. We 
don’t have a problem. 
Ask the Indian cricket-
ers. They’ll also say that 
there should be cricket 
between these two teams 
in their respective coun-
tries. It’ll benefit both na-
tions.” Also Read: ‘India 
can go to hell...’ - Javed 

Miandad bashes ICC, 
BCCI over Asia Cup 
venue change rumours 
Miandad added, “If they 
think that their (India) 
not coming to Pakistan 
makes any difference, let 
me tell you that it doesn’t. 
That’s what I meant. We 
are independent. Paki-
stan has produced world-
class cricketers as well as 
hockey players. Every-
where around the world, 

neighbouring countries 
are playing with each 
other.” Miandad also re-
flected on the previous 
tours and the love and 
respect between play-
ers from both countries. 
He recalled, “Earlier we 
used to go there and then 
they used to come here. 
When India came to play 
a series in Pakistan, there 
were so many people.

Former Italy striker Gianluca 
Vialli loses battle to cancer

Former soccer striker 
Gianluca Vialli, who 
earned 59 caps for Italy 
and enjoyed a stellar club 
career with Sampdoria, 
Juventus and Chelsea, 
has died from cancer at 
the age of 58. Vialli was 
diagnosed with pancre-
atic cancer in 2017. He 
was given the all-clear a 
year later only for the ill-
ness to return. Sampdoria 
confirmed on Friday that 
he had died. ₹ Good-
bye, Luca. pic.twitter.
com/npEOq6CanR — 
Sampdoria English (@
sampdoria_en) January 
6, 2023 × “I know that I 
probably will not die of 
old age, I hope to live 
as long as possible, but 
I feel much more fragile 
than before,” Vialli had 
said in a Netflix docu-
mentary aired in March 
2022. He described can-
cer as “a travel compan-
ion” that he hoped would 
eventually leave him in 

peace, after testing his 
mettle. “Illness can teach 
a lot about who you are, 
and can push you to go 
beyond the superficial 
way in which we live,” 
he said. : Chess: Tamil 
Nadu’s Pranesh M be-
comes India’s 79th 
Grandmaster after win-
ning Rilton Cup Vialli 
was however forced to 
step aside from his role 
as head of a delegation 
with the Italian national 
team last month, saying 

he needed to focus on 
overcoming a new phase 
of his disease. Work-
ing with the Italy squad, 
Vialli had been reunited 
with national coach Ro-
berto Mancini, a lifelong 
friend and strike partner 
when they both played 
for Sampdoria, where 
they were known as “the 
goal twins.” Mancini and 
Vialli led the Italians to 
the Euro 2020 tourna-
ment, which was delayed 
until 2021.

Qatari investors enter race to buy Premier League 
club Manchester United

Qatari investors are plan-
ning to make a huge bid 
to buy Premier League 
club Manchester United, 
the Daily Mail newspa-
per reported on Tuesday, 
citing unnamed sources. 
The report described the 
investors as “a group of 
private, high-wealth in-
dividuals” from Qatar, 
which hosted the 2022 
World Cup. Meanwhile, 
Manchester United de-
clined to comment when 
contacted by Reuters. 
Manchester United’s 
New York-listed shares 
jumped nearly 16.5% 
in premarket trading. 
Bloomberg News re-
ported last month that 
Qatar Sports Investments 
(QSI), which owns Paris 
St Germain, was consid-
ering either a total take-
over or a stake in Man-
chester United or their 
rivals Liverpool. QSI 
is a state-backed body 
founded by the emir of 

Qatar, Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani, but 
European soccer govern-
ing body UEFA has strict 
integrity rules regarding 
multi-club ownership. 
No club participating in 
its competitions is al-
lowed to “directly or in-
directly hold or deal in 
the securities or shares 
of any other club”. In 
2017, Bundesliga side 
RB Leipzig and Austrian 

side Salzburg were both 
cleared to play in the 
Champions League after 
UEFA said it was satis-
fied that energy drinks 
manufacturer Red Bull 
did not have a controlling 
influence in both clubs. 
ALSO READ: Former 
Tokyo Games official 
Yasuo Mori arrested over 
alleged bid-rigging, re-
ports local media The 
Daily Mail report states 

the interested investors 
are separate from QSI, 
and that the money will 
come from an “individ-
ual fund” rather than a 
sovereign wealth fund. 
Jim Ratcliffe’s company 
INEOS formally entered 
the bidding process to 
buy United last month 
after the club’s U.S. 
owners, the Glazer fam-
ily, said in November 
they had begun looking 

at options including new 
investment or a potential 
sale. Manchester United 
fans have been clamour-
ing for a change of own-
ership and the Glazers 
have been the target of 
intense criticism as the 
team last won silverware 
back in 2017, lifting 
the Europa League and 
League Cup trophies. 
In April, thousands pro-
tested outside Old Traf-
ford, lighting flares and 
singing songs demand-
ing the Glazers “get out 
of the club”. United’s 
net debt, another bone of 
contention among fans, 
had grown to 515 million 
pounds ($620.42 mil-
lion) by September. The 
team, managed by Erik 
ten Hag, are third in the 
league on 42 points after 
21 games, three points 
behind Manchester City 
but eight adrift of lead-
ers Arsenal, who have 
played a game less.

Turkish Goalkeeper Ahmet Eyup 
Turkaslan, 28, Dies in Turkey Earthquake

The deadly earthquake 
in Turkey has killed the 
Turkish goalkeeper Ah-
met Eyup Turkaslan, the 
manage of the club for 
which he plays confirmed 
on Wednesday (February 
8). “Our goalkeeper, Ah-
met Eyup Turkaslan, lost 
his life after being under 
the collapse of the earth-
quake. Rest in peace,” 
the  Yeni Malatyaspor 
announced on Twit-
ter. “We will not forget 
you, beautiful person,” 
they wrote. Ahmet was 
reported missing after 
the country was hit with 
a 7.8 magnitude earth-
quake. Later, his dead 
body was discovered 
when the debris were 
cleared. Watch | Know 
the present condition of 
Turkey and Syria post 
Earthquake by Taboola-
Sponsored LinksYou 
May Like Flat 50% Off 
Site Wide On All Wed-
ding Collections Odette 
Indian people over 35 
years old can earn extra 
money online. EdgeSur-
vey Ahmet, who was 28, 

had joined the club in 
2021 and featured in six 
matches for the second-
division club. Another 
footballer named Chris-
tian Atsu, who who has 
previously played for 
Premier League clubs 
Chelsea and Newcastle, 
has become one of the 
victims of the natural 
disaster in Turkey. Atsu 
was lucky to survive the 
massive earthquake and 
was rescued from the de-
bris. He hails from Gha-
na and plays for Turkish 
club Hatayspor. He was 
reportedly in a building 

that was demolished by 
the 7.8 magnitude earth-
quake. His whereabouts 
were unknown before 
a Ghana FA posted on 
Twitter that he has been 
successfully rescued. As 
per an IANS report, the 
death toll from the dev-
astating 7.8-magnitude 
earthquake that struck 
the two nations - Turkey 
and Syria- earlier this 
week has increased to 
7,926, authorities have 
confirmed. In an ad-
dress to the nation early 
Wednesday, Turkey’s 
Vice President Fuat Ok-

tay said at least 5,894 
people have been con-
firmed dead so far, while 
34,810 others were in-
jured, CNN reported. A 
total 16,139 teams were 
currently continuing with 
the search and rescue 
operations, with addi-
tional international teams 
to be deployed in the 
coming days, he added. 
In Syria, the death toll 
has increased to 2,032. 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan declared 
a three-month state of 
emergency on Tuesday.
in 10 of the country`s.

Lionel Messi Fails to Score as Marseille 
Stun PSG in French Cup Match

Marseille celebrated their 
first home win against Paris 
Saint-Germain in more than 
a decade to reach the quar-
terfinals of the French Cup, 
beating their bitter rival 2-1 
on Wednesday (February 
8) as Lionel Messi failed to 
score. Cheered on by buoy-
ant fans at a packed Stade 
Velodrome, Marseille had 
rarely looked so dominant 
against PSG since the Paris 
club started its supremacy 
in France after Qatari in-
vestors took over. Mar-
seille’s previous win at the 
Velodrome against PSG 
in all competitions dated 
back to November 2011. 
Alexis Sanchez put the 
hosts in front in the fixture 
known as “Le Classique” of 
French soccer, and Ukraine 
attacking midfielder Rus-
lan Malinovskyi scored 
the winner after Sergio 
Ramos pulled one back. 
“We are delighted to prog-
ress to the next round, the 
French Cup is one of our 
goals,” Marseille captain 
Valentin Rongier said. “Our 
fans had been waiting for 
that win, we are so happy 
to share it with them.” It 
was PSG’s third loss this 
season. It came ahead of a 

major test as Bayern Mu-
nich travels to the French 
capital for the first leg of 
their round-of-16 match in 
the Champions League on 
February 14. Igor Tudor’s 
players imposed an intense 
pressing from the start that 
destabilized PSG. Second-
best in all sectors, the visi-
tors were pegged in their 
own half and Marseille 
piled up chances in the first 
half. The hosts could have 
been awarded a penalty af-
ter Achraf Hakimi elbowed 
the ball in the area, but ref-
eree Francois Letexier ig-
nored calls from Marseille 
players. Marseille came 
close with efforts from 
Sead Kolasinac and Cen-
giz Under before Sanchez 
dribbled past Sergio Ramos 
on the right side and cut 
back inside the box, with 
the Spain defender bring-
ing him down. This time, 
Letexier pointed to the spot 
and Sanchez wrong-footed 
Gianluigi Donnarumma in 
the 31th minute for his 11th 
goal in a Marseille shirt. 
On the back foot, PSG had 
to rely on individual tal-
ent to respond. Neymar hit 
the post with a long-range 
shot. Marseille, however, 

continued its dominance 
and could have doubled 
its lead before halftime as 
Jonathan Clauss forced a 
good save from Donnarum-
ma on the counter. But it 
was PSG which pulled one 
back against the run of play 
just before the break when 
Ramos, left unmarked in 
the box, headed home a 
corner. PSG, missing Kyl-
ian Mbappe through injury, 
played higher in the sec-
ond half and the game was 
more balanced, progressing 
at a slower pace. Marseille 
again went ahead in the 
57th when Malinovskyi, 
who joined the southern 
side on loan during the win-
ter transfer window, fired a 
superb strike from outside 
the box past Donnarumma 
after defenders failed to 

clear the ball. PSG pressed 
hard in the closing stages 
but could not find an edge. 
PSG and Marseille are first 
and second in the French 
league, respectively. They 
will meet again on February 
26 at the Velodrome in the 
league. Earlier, French Cup 
holder Nantes snatched a 
late equalizer against An-
gers before prevailing in a 
penalty shootout to advance 
to the quarterfinals. After 
conceding an early goal, 
Nantes struggled to find 
an edge until Florent Mol-
let beat goalkeeper Paul 
Bernardoni with a power-
ful half-volley with three 
minutes left. The match fin-
ished 1-1 and Nantes’ play-
ers were flawless during the 
4-2 shootout while Amine 
Salama.
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Kartik Aaryan And Sara Ali Khan Spotted 
Chatting. Fans Are Thrilled

New Delhi: Sara Ali 
Khan and Kartik Aaryan 
are once again creating 
a buzz on the Internet as 
they were spotted chat-
ting. Soon after their 
pictures went viral on 
social media, their fans 
couldn’t keep calm. In 
the viral images, they can 
be seen happily chatting. 
Kartik looks uber cool 
in a white t-shirt, black 
checkered shirt and blue 
jeans, while Sara looks 
pretty in a white crop 
top and black bottoms. 
The picture seems to be 
from Udaipur, as they 
both are in the city (more 
on it later). Soon after a 
fan page shared the im-
ages, their fans flooded 
the comment section. An 
excited fan wrote, “Wait 
what for real !??” while 
another wrote, “Them...
them ... OMG... I was 
actually seeing LAK2 
(Love Aaj Kal 2) because 
of ur (your) memories 

and stories and came to 
see this... Y (why) can’t i 
control my tears...” Take 
a look at viral pictures of 
Kartik and Sara lost in a 
conversation: Sara Ali 
Khan and Kartik Aaryan, 
who worked in Imtiaz 
Ali’s Love Aaj Kal, were 
reportedly in a relation-
ship for some time. How-
ever, they parted ways 
shortly after the release 
of the film. Talking about 
Sara and Kartik’s Udai-
pur trip, a few days ago, 
Sara Ali Khan updated 
her fans about her Udai-
pur visit. She shared pic-
tures on her Instagram 
stories, one was a photo 
of the hotel she was stay-
ing at, while the another 
was a photo of Rajast-
hani thali. 7 Times Kriti 
Sanon’s Bodycon Dress-
es Could Start A Party 
Anywhere 7 Times Kriti 
Sanon’s Bodycon Dress-
es Could Start A Party 
Anywhere  Shenanigans 

By Kartik Aaryan, Kriti 
Sanon. Special Appear-
ance By Katori The Dog 
Shehzada Shenanigans 
By Kartik Aaryan, Kriti 
Sanon. Special Appear-
ance By Katori The Dog 
Ronit Roy Was Forced To 
Refuse Hollywood Role. 
The Reason - “Karan Jo-
har’s Team...” Ronit Roy 
Was Forced To Refuse 
Hollywood Role. The 
Reason - “Karan Johar’s 
Team...” On Wednesday, 
Kartik Aryan arrived in 
Udaipur and shared a pic-
ture and videos on his In-
stagram stories. It seems 
Kartik is in the city to 
promote his upcoming 
film Shehzada. Kartik 
Aaryan checked in Udai-
pur like this: dolbmbeo 
ou8btn9 Post a comment 
Meanwhile, on the work 
front, Sara Ali Khan has 
Laxman Utekar’s untiled 
with Vicky Kaushal.

Akshay-Tiger’s ‘Bade Miyan Chote 
Miyan’ title track is all set to retrieve

New Delhi: The entertain-
ment industry has seen a 
lot of title tracks that have 
created a rage in modern 
times with their amazing 
music. While retriev-
ing is the new trend that 
has been going around in 
the town these days, the 
audience has witnessed 
some chartbuster songs 
that have just driven 
them crazy with its mod-
ern time music blending 
with the old vibes. The 

audience has found new 
entertainment to groove 
on in this era with the 
recreated versions of the 
songs. If we look at the 
larger picture, in every 
one or the other film, the 
makers bring along the 
title tracks that majorly 
grab the attention of the 
masses and contribute a 
lot to the catch the eye-
balls of the masses. The 
recreated versions even-
tually evoke the nostalgia 

of the audience attached 
to the song. Some of the 
most loved and popular 
title tracks that became a 
sensation in recent times 
are Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2 ti-
tle track from Bhool Bhu-
laiyaa 2, Dus Bahane 2.0 
from Baaghi 3, Mashup: 
Dhoom Machale Dhoom 
from Dhoom 3 and Mujh-
ko Pehchaanlo from Don 
2. While the audience has 
been grooving on these 
chartbuster.

Salman Khan Wraps up ‘Kisi ka 
Bhai Kisi ki Jaan’,

Mumbai: The shooting 
for Salman Khan-starrer 
`Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi Ki 
Jaan` has come to an end. 
On Wednesday, Salman 
took to Instagram and 
shared the update with 
his fans and followers. 
He wrote, “KisiKaB-
haiKisikiJaan shooting 
complete ... #eid2023.” 
Salman also dropped a 
photo of his look from 
the film. In the image, he 
is seen wearing a white 
shirt, gold hoop earrings 
and his signature blue 

bracelet. Helmed by Far-
had Samji, `Kisi Ka Bhai 
Kisi Ki Jaan` also stars 
Pooja Hegde, Venkatesh 
Daggubati, Jagapathi 
Babu, Bhumika Chawla, 
Vijender Singh, Abhi-
manyu Singh, Raghav 
Juyal, Siddharth Nigam, 
Jassie Gill, Shehnaaz 
Gill, Palak Tiwari and 
Vinali Bhatnagar. See 
the Pic Salman recently 
shared the teaser of Kisi 
Ka Bhai Kisi Ki Jaan. He 
introduced his character 
with a powerful dialogue. 

When Pooja Hegde asks 
him, “Waise aapka naam 
kya hai (what is your 
name)?” Salman replies, 
“Mera koi naam nahi 
hai, lekin main Bhaijaan 
naam se jana jata hun (I 
don`t have any name, but 
people know me as Bhai-
jaan)” as shots of him 
fighting goons play in the 
background. The film is 
set to hit the theatres this 
Eid. Meanwhile, Salman 
is being lauded for his 
special appearance in 
Pathaan.

Bigg Boss 16 Day 130 Updates: Contestants Face ‘Media 
ka Vaar’; Shalin and MC Stan get Into Ugly Spat

New Delhi: The five fi-
nalists of ‘Bigg Boss 
16’ will be passing an 
agnipariksha that will 
come with the burning 
questions that the media 
has for them. In today’s 
episode, Bigg Boss ar-
ranges a press conference 
with the finalists and the 
media in attendance. It 
seems that no house-
mate is spared because 
the media has a keen eye 
for spotting hypocrisy, 
relationship dynamics, 
a great game and stunts 
done for the camera. 
Shalin is reminded that 
at one point he made 
fun of Nimrit’s mental 
health, he felt low for a 
while after he got bashed 
during the vaar and soon 
after Tina Datta left, he 
appeared fine. Upon be-
ing asked for clarification 
about the quick changes 
in his behaviour, Sha-
lin defends himself by 
saying that he was deal-
ing with mental trauma 
and didn’t have control 
on how he was coming 

across to the audience. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like Flat 
50% Off Site Wide On 
All Wedding Collections 
Odette Indian people 
over 35 years old can 
earn extra money online. 
EdgeSurvey Shiv Tha-
kare is asked that if his 
presence on the show de-
pended on the core mem-
ber of the mandali Sajid 

Khan’s directorship. Shiv 
answers that those who 
followed other’s diktat 
stood evicted from the 
house with the implicit 
message being that he’s 
not one of them. Shiv 
and Priyanka Chahar 
Choudhary are quizzed 
about their thoughts on 
teaming up and playing 
a game that no one could 
win over. Both respond 

that they have their own 
ways of dealing with 
friends and standing up 
to them. Many more in-
teresting questions are 
raised at the press confer-
ence. Shiv is asked if he 
will sacrifice the trophy 
for his friend MC Stan. 
He says he will be happy 
if MC Stan wins but hap-
pier if he wins. After the 
press conference, a fight 

breaks out between Sha-
lin Bhanot and MC Stan. 
It all starts with Shalin 
being asked about what 
he thinks was his master-
stroke on the show dur-
ing the media interaction. 
Was it his connection 
with Tina and his break-
up with her that secured 
his place among the top 
five finalists? While he 
answers the allegation 
laced into the question, 
MC Stan sighs with an-
noyance. Following the 
press conference, Shalin 
confronts the rapper and 
that results in a spat. Sha-
lin’s aggression comes 
to the fore and even the 
rapper raises his voice. 
Both the housemates 
have fought earlier, and 
their differences don’t 
appear to be mitigating.  
However, they later clear 
and talk it out. Bigg Boss 
then reminds all of them 
that only five days are 
left. Later, Archana and 
Priyanka get into a fight 
over cooking. Priyanka 
says I help you.

Priyanka Chopra has Special Valentine’s 
Day Plans with Celine Dion

Raveena Tandon feels Karan Johar has not 
forgiven her for turning down Kuch Kuch Hota Hai
The original ‘Tip Tip 
Barsa’ girl of Bollywood, 
Raveena Tandon, recent-
ly opened up about her 
second innings in films 
that were more serious in 
tone and character arcs 
than when she made her 
debut as a young actress. 
Before she kickstarted a 
new phase as a more se-
rious and defined actress, 
Raveena Tandon had 
to refuse Karan Johar’s 
directorial debut Kuch 
Kuch Hota Hai – a film 
that literally changed the 
space of Indian romantic 
films. The film that fea-
tured Shah Rukh Khan, 
Kajol and Rani Mukerji 
in pivotal roles was ini-

tially offered to Raveena 
Tandon but she turned 
it down. In an interview 
with news agency ANI, 
Raveena said, “Karan 
still doesn’t forgive me 

for not doing Kuch Kuch 
Hota Hai. But he didn’t 
understand at that time, 
Kajol was my contempo-
rary. We started together, 
we were both doing lead 

roles. So, I couldn’t have 
done a Kuch Kuch Hota 
Hai, where I was at a 
lower… where I prob-
ably had a smaller role 
like Rani. And Rani ben-
efited from it because 
she was a newcomer. 
That was the difference 
that would’ve happened 
at that time, and that’s 
what I told Karan.” The 
part that Rani Muke-
rji played in the film had 
less screen time than Ka-
jol. So, many leading ac-
tresses of the time reject-
ed that role. In a previous 
interview, Karan Johar 
revealed that as many as 
eight leading actresses 
turned.

New Delhi: Actress Pri-
yanka Chopra Jonas has 
shared the trailer release 
date of her upcoming 
film, ‘Love Again’. The 
actress took to her Ins-
tagram on Wednesday 

and shared a video about 
her Valentine’s Day plan 
which “involves Celine 
Dion”, the Canadian sing-
er known for her superhit 
track ‘My Heart Will Go 
On’ from the James Cam-

eron directorial ‘Titanic’. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like Flat 
50% Off Site Wide On 
All Wedding Collec-
tions Odette A Network 
Built Only For Women. 1 

Month Trial ₹199. leap.
club She captioned the 
video: “YOU, Celine, 
Sam & I... let’s make a 
plan for Valentine’s Day. 
We’re bringing you @
loveagainmovie - trailer 
in ONE WEEK! @sam-
heughan @celinedion.” 
With all the visually 
pleasing looks & mo-
ments, ‘Love Again’ is 
the one film everyone 
globally is looking for-
ward to. The film, which 
also stars Russell Tovey, 
Steve Oram, Omid Djali-
li, Sofia Barclay, Lydia 
West, Arinze Kene and 
Celia Imrie, is produced.


