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Markets “Very Well Regulated”
Nirmala Sitharaman On Adani Stock Crash

Mumbai: Feb 03 :  Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man said Friday the coun-
try’s markets were “well 
regulated” and she did not 
expect the controversy 
around tycoon Gautam 
Adani’s business empire to 
affect investor confidence. 
ADVERTISING The com-
bined market cap of Adani 
Group’s listed units has col-
lapsed by more than $120 
billion -- about half of the 
group’s value -- since US 
short-seller Hindenburg 
Research released an ex-
plosive report last week. It 
accused Adani of account-
ing fraud and artificially 
boosting its share prices, 
calling it a “brazen stock 
manipulation and account-
ing fraud scheme” and “the 

largest con in corporate 
history”. The Adani Group 
has called the Hindenburg 
report a “malicious combi-
nation of selective misinfor-
mation and stale, baseless 
and discredited allegations 
that have been tested and 
rejected by India’s highest 
courts”. India remained “an 
absolutely well governed” 
country and a “very well 
regulated financial market”, 
Ms Sitharaman told broad-
caster News18. “One in-
stance, however much talk-
ed about globally, I would 
think is not going to be 
indicative of how well In-
dian financial markets have 
been governed,” Ms Sithar-
aman said. Ms Sitharaman 
said public sector financial 
institutions had released 
detailed statements show-
ing they had limited expo-
sure to Adani Group and 
would not be significantly 
affected by the share crash. 
PromotedListen to the lat-
est songs, only on JioSaa-
vn.com “I think the investor 
confidence which existed 
before shall continue even 
now,” she added.

IMF giving ‘tough time’
during talks for loan restoration: Pak PM

Delhi Feb03: Pakistan Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on 
Friday said the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
was giving a “tough time” 
to the government during 
talks for the restoration of 
the loan. The IMF mission 
led by Nathan Porter began 
talks on January 31 with 
the Pakistan side headed 
by Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar for the ninth review of 
the USD 7 billion assistance 
package. The prime minis-
ter made his remarks while 
addressing an Apex Com-
mittee meeting in Pesha-
war. The committee is the 
highest provincial body to 
deal with militancy. While 
talking about the secu-
rity situation, Sharif high-
lighted the economic chal-
lenges faced by the country 
and said that the “situation 
is in front of the entire na-

tion”. “As I speak, the IMF 
delegation is in Islamabad 
and they are giving Finance 
Minister Ishaq Dar and his 
team a tough time,” he said. 
The economic challenge at 
this point was unimagina-
ble, Sharif said, adding that 
the IMF conditions that the 
country has to meet are 
“beyond imagination”, but 
it is mandatory to fulfil the 
demands of the fund. He 
didn’t provide details about 
the talks.

Kejriwal Questioning ED Charge 
Sheet In Delhi Excise Scam Proves 
His Involvement In Corruption: BJP

Delhi Feb 03: The BJP on Friday attacked Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal for questioning the Enforcement Di-
rectorate’s supplementary charge sheet in the excise scam 
case and said it proved that he was involved in corruption. 
The court on Thursday took cognisance of the supplemen-
tary charge sheet filed by the Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) against five individuals and seven companies in con-
nection with alleged irregularities in the Delhi excise poli-
cy, which was withdrawn last year by the AAP government 
after a CBI probe was recommended into alleged corrup-
tion in its implementation. Addressing a press conference 
here, senior BJP leader Meenakshi Lekhi asserted that the 
ED is a body which is meant to protect the country from 
corrupt practices. ”Anyone trying to question the ED is try-
ing to question the apex court. The judiciary has upheld 
that ED’s job is to mitigate corruption in the country. The 
way the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) is questioning.
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BRS joins Opposition parties, demands JPC, 
SC-appointed committee to probe Adani

Hyderabad: The Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) 
on Thursday demand-
ed an investigation by 
the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee or a Supreme 
Court-appointed com-
mittee under the Chief 
Justice of India into the 
alleged economic scam 
in connection with the 
Hindenburg Research 
report against the Adani 
Group. The party MPs 
served a suspension of 
business notice to both 
Houses of Parliament 
seeking discussion on the 
report, which was reject-
ed. The BRS along with 
other Opposition parties 
raised the Adani issue in 
both the Houses and de-
manded for a transparent 
investigation into the al-
legations. The BRS MPs 
rushed into the Well in 
the Lok Sabha and raised 
slogans, demanding for 
a discussion on the Hin-
denburg report. They also 
found fault with adjourn-
ment of the Rajya Sabha 
under the pretext of the 

House not being in order. 
Opposition demands JPC 
probe into Hindenburg 
report on Adani Adani 
Enterprises not to go 
ahead with FPO of shares 
worth Rs 20,000 crore, 
to return proceeds Adani 
Enterprises shares tank 
15 pc; most group firms 
also fall Later, BRS Par-
liamentary Party leader 
K Keshava Rao and Lok 
Sabha floor leader Nama 
Nageshwara Rao attend-
ed the Opposition parties 
meeting to evolve a joint 

strategy to take on the 
Central government dur-
ing the Budget Session. 
Speaking to mediaper-
sons, Keshava Rao said 
the Hindenburg report 
exposed the dangers to 
which the Indian people 
and economy were sub-
jected to and that it mer-
its immediate discussion. 
He said crony capitalism 
was engulfing the Indian 
economy where all busi-
nesses were going into 
the hands of one man 
whether forcefully or 

otherwise. “We have lot 
of time to discuss about 
union budget and the 
Motion of Thanks for the 
Presidential speech. But 
this is a matter of greater 
importance as it exposes 
flaws in the economic 
system. Though the Ada-
ni Group denied the alle-
gations, only the JPC can 
probe into the political 
and social ramifications 
to this entire episode,” he 
said. Adani Enterprises 
had withdrawn the FPO .

Telangana Legislative Assembly session 
from Friday, Cabinet to meet on Sunday

Hyderabad: The Telan-
gana State Legislative 
Assembly Session is all 
set to start from Friday 
with Governor Tamilisai 
Soundararajan address-
ing the joint session of 
the Assembly and the 
Council at 12:10 pm on 
the first day. After a gap 
of two years, she will be 
addressing the State Leg-
islature on the first day of 
the Budget session. Last 
year, the State govern-
ment had conducted the 
Budget session without 
customary speech by 
the Governor, as it was 
continuation of the ear-
lier session which was 
not prorogued. The State 
government has already 
sent the speech copy 
for the latest session to 
the Raj Bhavan. Public 
representatives, leaders 
from Maharashtra join 
BRS HD Kumaraswa-
my rubbishes rumours 
of differences with CM 
K Chandrashekhar Rao 
Meanwhile, officials said 

the State Cabinet meet-
ing would be chaired by 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao at Pra-
gathi Bhavan at 10:30 
am on Sunday. The 
Cabinet will approve the 
State budget and other 
key decisions including 
clearance of the bills to 
be introduced during the 
session. This would be 
the last budget for the 
current BRS government 
ahead of the forthcom-
ing Assembly elections 

later this year. Finance 
Minister T Harish Rao is 
expected to present the 
State budget on Monday 
or Tuesday, while the ses-
sion is likely to be con-
ducted for about seven 
working days. However, 
a decision in this regard 
will be taken in the Busi-
ness Advisory Commit-
tee (BAC) meeting to be 
held after the Governor’s 
speech. Meanwhile, 
Assembly Speaker Po-
charam Srinivas Reddy 

and Council chairman 
Gutha Sukhender Red-
dy directed officials to 
make all arrangements 
for smooth and elabo-
rate discussion of both 
the Houses. While the 
legislators were asked to 
extend their co-operation 
in this regard to discuss 
all key issues, officials 
were instructed to make 
all information available 
for legislators to discuss 
public issues.

Digi Yatra to be implemented at Kolkata, Pune, 
Vijayawada and Hyderabad airports by March

Mother deprived of her only Son : 

Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : 
Nizamabad February 03 
; Mother lost her only 
son in a heartbreaking 
incident that took place 
in Telangana Minority 
Residential School Mad-
havnagar Nizamabad.  
Safia Begum, a resi-
dent of Gautam Nagar 
of Nizamabad city, was 
married to Shaik Qud-
dus of Armoor 14 years 
ago, but Shaik Quddus 
died a few months after 

the marriage while Shaik 
Sufiyan was still in her 
womb.  After the birth 
of his son, he took care 
of his son’s bright future 
and brought him up with 
a lot of hard work.  She 
was seeing that one day 
her son would get higher 
education and occupy a 
high position, but all the 
dreams of this mother 
were shattered yesterday 
when Shaik Sufyan’s 
death was reported.  Safia 
Begum was supporting 

her child while working 
in a government medi-
cal college for more than 
7 years.  Safia Begum is 
living in a rented house 
near Farooqui Masjid 
Gautam Nagar, but with 
the sudden death of her 
son, the woman breaks.  
There can be no change.  
Enrolling a child in a mi-
nority residential school 
in Telangana, her dream 
of a bright future was 
shattered by the careless-
ness of the school man-
agement.  Safia Begum 
was crying over her son’s 
dead body in the hospital 
and demanding justice.  
Along with strict ac-
tion against all elements 
responsible for Shaik 
Sufyan, the only son of 
Safia Begum, there is a 
need for strict reforms 
in Telangana Minority 
Residential Schools to 
prevent other parents.

PM Modi Hyderabad Visit 
Cancelled, But Amit Shah is Coming

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi won’t likely 
make his scheduled visit 
to Hyderabad on Febru-
ary 13 since he would 
be preoccupied with the 
Parliamentary Budget 
Session on that day. The 
PM was scheduled to at-
tend events hosted by In-
dian Railways during his 
visit to the city, including 
the laying of the founda-
tion stone for the Rs 521 
crore railway coach over-
hauling plant in Kazipet 
and the Rs 699 crore re-
development project of 

Secunderabad railway 
station. Later on the day, 
the PM was scheduled to 
speak at a public assem-
bly. The visit of the PM 
to the city has been post-
poned twice already. He 
was reportedly supposed 
to travel to Hyderabad on 

January 19. Meanwhile, 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah planned to 
visit Hyderabad0 to take 
part in Central Govern-
ment-related events. Sep-
arately, Amit Shah.and 
BJP national president 
J.P.Nadda are expected.

New Delhi: Digi Yatra 
will be implemented at 
Kolkata, Pune, Vijay-
awada and Hyderabad 
airports by March 2023. 
In the first phase, Digi 
Yatra was launched on 
December 1, 2022 at 
Delhi, Bengaluru and 
Varanasi airports for 
providing passengers 
contactless, paperless 
check-in and boarding 
process based on fa-
cial biometrics. ALSO 
READ British Airways 
bans its employees from 
using social media when 
in uniform Traffic restric-
tions in Hyderabad from 
Feb 5 in view of Formula 
E Race The Digi Yatra 
policy is an initiative 
launched by the Ministry 
of Civil Aviation for bio-
metric boarding system 

using the facial recogni-
tion technology (FRT). It 
aims at providing seam-
less and hassle-free ex-
perience to passengers 
at the airports. Its main 
objective is to enhance 
passenger experience 
by eliminating the need 
for verification of ticket 

and ID at multiple touch 
points and to achieve bet-
ter throughput through 
existing infrastructure 
using a digital frame-
work. The Ministry of 
Civil Aviation, in a writ-
ten reply in the Lok 
Sabha on Thursday, in-
formed that the project 

is under implementation 
stage. The expenditure 
for the implementation 
of Digi Yatra is on the 
airport operators. “The 
Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion does not provide 
any budgetary support 
for its implementation. 
To give wide publicity to 
Digi Yatra, airport opera-
tors and airline operators 
are making in-flight an-
nouncements, providing 
help-desk support and 
displaying banner and 
films etc. at the airports. 
Publicity is also being 
done using social media. 
The Airports Authority of 
India (AAI) has awarded 
the work for implementa-
tion of biometric board-
ing system at Kolkata, 
Pune, Vijayawada and 
Varanasi airports,” said 

the reply. Dataevolve So-
lutions has built the FRT-
based Digi Yatra central 
ecosystem. It has been 
selected through a na-
tional startup challenge 
run by Niti Aayog under 
the Atal Innovation Mis-
sion, said the reply. Digi 
Yatra is a voluntary fa-
cility for providing pas-
sengers seamless and 
hassle-free experience at 
the airports. In the Digi 
Yatra process, there is no 
central storage of passen-
ger’s personally identifi-
able information (PII). 
All the passenger’s data 
is encrypted and stored 
in the wallet of the pas-
senger’s smartphone and 
shared only for a limited 
time duration with the 
airport.

Public representatives actively involved in 
Kanti Velugu programme

Bhupalpally/Mulugu: 
With the State govern-
ment’s efforts to make 
‘Kanti Velugu’ a success, 
public representatives, 
right from the Sarpanch 
level to the MLA, are try-
ing to educate people on 
the need to check their 
eyes and also helping 
them to reach the camps. 
The second phase of the 
Kanti Velugu is getting a 
great response from peo-
ple in both Bhupalpally 
and Mulugu districts 
where people belonging 
to the tribal communities 

predominately live.A to-
tal of 20,621 people were 
examined by 25 medical 
teams and 5403 of them 
were provided with read-
ing glasses and orders 
were placed for 3,911 
glasses till January 29,” 
an official said. Teams 
consisting of Panchayat 
secretaries, Anganwadi 
teachers, Asha workers, 
ration dealers and oth-
er officials are visiting 
houses and distributing 
invitations indicating the 
time to reach the camps 
so that the people do not 

have to wait for long. 
Meanwhile, exclusive 
camps are being con-
ducted for government 
employees, journalists, 
police, lawyers and vari-
ous communities with 
buffer teams in the dis-
trict. Speaking to ‘Telan-
gana Today’, a resident of 
Kataram Gugulothu San-
tari said, “ Due to lack 
of money, I didn’t visit 
any hospital for eye tests. 
But thanks government, I 
could get tested my eyes 
and got the glasses. Chief 
Minister K Chandrashek-

har Rao is helping us like 
an elder son.” In Mulugu 
district, 1,70,809 eye 
screening tests were con-
ducted and 15,277 people 
were given spectacles in 
the first ‘Kanti Velugu’ 
programme in 2018. As 
part of the 2nd phase, 140 
medical camps were con-
ducted in the last seven 
days by 15 primary health 
centres across the district. 
20 teams are conducting 
eye screening tests. A to-
tal of 19,413 people were 
tested till January 29. Of-
ficials have also given 

reading glasses on the 
spot to 3,032 needy peo-
ple. Proposals have been 
sent to the officials of the 
State Medical and Health 
Department to provide 
special glasses to another 
2241 people who were in 
need of special glasses. 
Along with glasses, eye 
drops were also distribut-
ed to the people who were 
undergoing examinations 
in the camps, along with 
medicines for minor eye 
problems. “Ten percent 
of the people in Mulugu 
district.

Telangana Legislative Assembly session
from Friday, Cabinet to meet on Sunday  This would be the last budget for the current BRS government ahead of the forthcoming Assembly elections later this year
Hyderabad: The Telangana 
State Legislative Assembly 
Session is all set to start 
from Friday with Governor 
Tamilisai Soundararajan 
addressing the joint ses-
sion of the Assembly and 
the Council at 12:10 pm on 
the first day. After a gap of 
two years, she will be ad-
dressing the State Legisla-
ture on the first day of the 
Budget session. Last year, 
the State government had 

conducted the Budget ses-
sion without customary 
speech by the Governor, as 
it was continuation of the 
earlier session which was 
not prorogued. The State 
government has already 
sent the speech copy for 
the latest session to the Raj 
Bhavan. Meanwhile, offi-
cials said the State Cabinet 
meeting would be chaired 
by Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao at Pragathi 

Bhavan at 10:30 am on 
Sunday. The Cabinet will 
approve the State budget 
and other key decisions 
including clearance of the 
bills to be introduced dur-
ing the session. This would 
be the last budget for the 
current BRS government 
ahead of the forthcoming 
Assembly elections later 
this year. Finance Minister 
T Harish Rao is expected 
to present the State bud-

get on Monday or Tues-
day, while the session is 
likely to be conducted for 
about seven working days. 
However, a decision in this 
regard will be taken in the 
Business Advisory Com-
mittee (BAC) meeting to 
be held after the Gover-
nor’s speech. Meanwhile, 
Assembly Speaker Po-
charam Srinivas Reddy and 
Council chairman Gutha 
Sukhender Reddy directed 

officials to make all ar-
rangements for smooth 
and elaborate discussion 
of both the Houses. While 
the legislators were asked 
to extend their co-opera-
tion in this regard to dis-
cuss all key issues, officials 
were instructed to make all 
information available for 
legislators to discuss pub-
lic issues and ensure that 
all their questions were an-
swered.
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Senior Journalists of Nirmal meets 
New District Collector  

Nirmal, February, 
03,(M.A.Waseem, Staff 
Reporter) The senior 
journalists of Nirmal 
District, Mr. M.A. Was-
eem, Mr. Muhammad 
Muqeemuddin, Mr. Mu-
hammad Akbar Khan 
met the new District Col-
lector Mr. Karnati Va-
run Reddy IAS., in his 
chamber of the office of 
the Collectorate Nirmal. 
While presenting a bou-
quet, they congratulated 
him on taking charge as 
District Collector and ex-
pressed their best wishes. 
The District Collector 
spoke to these journalists 
and while expressing his 
gratitude, he described 
the role of journalists as 
important in publiciz-
ing government welfare 
schemes and reaching the 
fruits of welfare schemes 
to the deserving and poor 
people of the district and 
in highlighting public is-
sues. He said for the de-
velopment of the district 
he is in need of the co-
operation of all sections 

of the society. District 
Collector Mr. Karnati 
Varun Reddy asked these 

journalists to contact him 
in this regard if needed.  
These journalists also as-

sured him of their full co-
operation.

Minister Indrakaran Reddy during arrangements for Nanded Sabha 
 Extensive Tour in Nanded District

Education through digital format for 
Intermediate students in AP

VIJAYAWADA: Chief 
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy has advised 
officials to finalise plans 
for introduction of the 
digital format education 
for Intermediate stu-
dents on the lines of the 
digital studies in schools 
in the state. At a review 
meeting he held on edu-
cation at his camp office 
on Thursday, he said edu-
cation through the digital 

format was very useful 
to students. He asked of-
ficials to make arrange-
ments for distribution of 
electronic tabs to Class 
VIII students when the 
schools reopened. He 
also asked the officials 
to deliver the next year’s 
Vidya Kanuka kits to all 
schools by the end of the 
present academic year 
while expediting works 
on the second phase of 

the Nadu-Nedu. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy said there 
should be a constant re-
view and monitoring of 
the programmes imple-
mented in the education 
department for ensuring 
quality and standards -- 
from Vidya Kanuka kits 
to syllabus to basic infra-
structure to Gorumudda. 
The paper used for the 
textbooks also should be 
of high quality, he said. 
The Chief Minister asked 
the officials to submit 
proposals on arranging 
digital learning methods 
for Intermediate students, 
similar to the way IFP 
display panels are being 
provided to students of 
Class VI and above and 
TV screens being made 
available to students.

Politician Dares KCR, With ‘Gift’ - 
“Your Size, Bill To Exchange”

Telangana politician YS 
Sharmila today challenged 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekar Rao or KCR to 
walk for a day with her and 
witness people’s problems, 
throwing in a pair of new 
shoes as a “gift”. ADVER-
TISING “Today, challenge 
KCR, with the shoebox pre-
sented to him, to walk with 
me in a padayatra (march),” 
said YS Sharmila, the chief 
of the YSR Telangana Par-
ty, displaying the shoes to 

reporters in Hyderabad. 
“This is as per your size and 
there is a bill to exchange 

the shoes if they don’t fit,” 
she quipped. Ms Sharmi-
la said if she was proved 

wrong about the people of 
the state facing problems, 
she would “retire forever 
and go home”. If not, KCR 
must resign as Chief Min-
ister and apologise to the 
people of Telangana, she 
stressed. “If in fact as KCR 
says this is the golden state, 
if there are no problems to 
the people of Telangana, if 
my people are not reeling 
under poverty as he says, 
then I will apologise to Mr 
KCR.

Chandrababu Naidu Party Leader Shot While 
He Was Asleep At Home In Andhra

Palnadu: A Telugu Desam 
Party (TDP) leader today 
sustained injuries after 
he was allegedly shot at 
by unknown persons in 
Andhra Pradesh’s Palna-
du district. TDP Mandal 
level leader, Venna Bala-
koti Reddy was sleeping 
at his residence in Alava-
la village in Rompicherla 
Mandal, when the assail-
ants fired two rounds at him at midnight. Bala-

koti Reddy was rushed 
to Narasaraopet Govern-
ment Hospital and he 

is under treatment. He 
also served as MPP of 
the Rompicharla Mandal 
during the TDP regime. 
TDP in-charge of Nara-
saraopet Constituency 
Aravinda Babu, who 
visited Balakoti Reddy 
in the hospital, accused 
the ruling YSRCP party 
leader and Narasaraopet 
MLA Gopireddy Srinivas 
Reddy of being behind 

CP Nagaraju congratulates Operation 
Smile-IX personnel :

Indian Horizon Bu-
reau Chief M.A.Samad 
: Nizamabad February 
03 ; The Nizamabad 
Police Commissioner 
K.R.Nagaraju has sent 
to collect the informa-
tion of missing boys and 
girls under the age of 18 
in Nizamabad, Armoor, 
Bodhan Division under 
Nizamabad Commis-
sionerate, and to identify 
the child labourers and 
hand them over to their 
parents for counselling.  
A woman constable was 
appointed and formed 
into three teams and those 
teams were sent to each 
division in Nizamabad, 
Armoor, Bodhan divi-
sions and through them 
they toured the field and 
collected information.  
Later, such child labour-
ers were identified and 
their parents were called 
and counseling was con-
ducted and the child la-
bourers were handed over 
to their parents. “*Opera-
tion Smile-IX” Program 
was held From 1st Janu-

ary 2023 to 31st January 
2023 at all the Police Sta-
tions under Nizamabad, 
Armoor, Bodhan Divi-
sion of Nizamabad Com-
missionerate are given 
below. In Nizamabad 
Division Captured chil-
dren- 20 Children caught 
in Armoor Division- 12, 
in Bodhan 16, Total 48 
children were caught . 
Out of the total 48 cases, 
only one case was sent 
to the police station and 
an FIR was filed.  48 of 
these minor children 
were handed over to their 
parents.  So people are 
requested to collect in-

formation about missing 
boys and girls and if they 
have information about 
child labourers, they can 
provide information on 
the phone numbers given 
below. Dial 100, Special 
Branch Control Room 
Cell No. 87126-59777, 
Nizamabad Incharge SI 
: 99639-39020, Armoor 
Incharge SI : 94401-
40022.  Bodhan Incharge 
SI : 97046-80260 can call 
and provide information.  
Details of informants 
will be kept confidential. 
As part of this, today in 
the Police Commission-
er’s office, the following 

persons were informed 
Nizamabad Police Com-
missioner K.R.  Naga-
raju, was felicitated with 
certificates and rewards. 
L. Sravanti Female R.S.I 
; Y. Indrakaran Reddy- 
S.I.P ; M. Vithal Rao 
- S.I.P ; G. Venkataiah- 
S.I.P ; S.  Nagaraju PC 
426 ; P. Rekha Rani Fe-
male PC : 325 ; T.  Harita 
Rani ; Female PC : 2041 
; T. Sumathi-Female 
PC 391 ; P.Vignesh -PC 
1874 ; A. Srikanth -PCO 
837 ; E.Eshwar- PC 1604 
; Shaukat Begum-Wom-
en’s Home Guard 89 .

District Collector and.Administrator Varun 
Reddy inspected the EVM warehouse 

Nirmal, February, 03, (M.A. Waseem, Staff Reporter) As part of the monthly inspection, 
District Collector and Administrator K.Varun Reddy conducted EVM warehouse inspec-
tion in the presence of Additional Collector Rambabu, RDO Srawanthi and relevant 
authorities, presidents of political parties on Friday.  The warehouse was opened and 
inspected.

Nirmal Town and Rural Circle Inspectors of Police 
Srinivas and Venkatesh transferred

K. Mallesh, B. Srinivas takes charge as new Town and Rural Circle Inspectors
Nirmal, Feb, 03, (M.A. Was-
eem, Staff Reporter) Nir-
mal Town and Rural Circle 
Inspectors of Police Srini-
vas and Venkatesh have 
been transferred and re-
placed by K. Mallesh as 
Circle Inspector of Police 
Nirmal Town and B. Srini-
vas as Circle Inspector of 
Police Nirmal Rural. Both 
these circle inspectors 
have taken charge of their 
respective posts.  After 
taking charge, these Circle 
Inspectors along with Sub 
Divisional Police Officer 
Nirmal L. Jeevan Reddy met the Minister for For-

ests, Environment, Law, 
Endowment, Science and 
Technology A. Indrakaran 

Reddy at his camp office 
and Presented him a plant. 

The Minister welcomed 
them and expressed.

Nirmal/Nanded, February, 
03, (M.A.Waseem, Staff Re-
porter) Minister Indrakaran 
Reddy is touring exten-
sively in Nanded district in 
the background of expan-
sion of BRS party and Chief 
Minister KCR Public meet-
ing. He visited Mudked and  
visited the villages of Pim-
pal Kauta and Mendka in 
that Taluka. He addressed 
the gatherings of the peo-
ple and called the women 
and old people inhumane 
and explained about the 
development and welfare 
schemes implemented 
by the BRS government 
in Telangana. He said that 
due to Asara pensions, old 
people, single women, dis-
abled people, beedi work-
ers, single women, stone 
masons and weavers are 
continuing their lives with 
self-respect.  Kalyana Lak-

shmi, which is supportive 
of women, has given one 
lakh hundred and six-
teen rupees through the 
Shaadi Mubarak scheme 
for the marriage of their 
children. He commented 
that Rythu Bandhu, Rythu 
Beema, 24×7 free current 
for agriculture, many in-
novative schemes like this 
have mentioned agricul-
ture as a festival.  He said 
that Dalits are being giv-
en financial self-reliance 
through the Dalitbandhu 
scheme.  He revealed that 
the BRS National Party was 
established with the de-
termination to implement 
many such schemes that 
are bringing light to the 
lives of the poor.  He asked 
the people to support BRS 
in Maharashtra and bless 
them by attending and 
by bringing people to the 

public meeting in Nanded. 
Mudhole MLA Vithal Red-
dy, BRS leaders Ramkishan 

Reddy, Gandrath Eshwar, 
Bamini Rajanna, Lolam 
Shyamsundar, Dr. Subhash 

Rao, local public represen-
tatives and others partici-
pated in this program.
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What Delhi Civic Body Boss Told Court 
Over Pending Salaries, Pensions

New Delhi: Delhi High 
Court was on Thursday 
informed by the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) commissioner 
that the civic body had 
paid salaries and pensions 
to employees and retired 
staff members till De-
cember and the payment 

for January would be 
cleared soon. The MCD 
commissioner, who was 
asked to appear before 
the court following non-
payment of salaries and 
pensions for the past few 
months, said they would 
be careful in the future. 
He said all the employ-

ees, including Class III, 
Class IV and teachers had 
been paid till December. 
A bench of Chief Justice 
Satish Chandra Sharma 
and Justice Subramoni-
um Prasad noted the sub-
mission made by MCD 
commissioner and listed 
the matter for further 

hearing after four weeks. 
On January 30, the high 
court termed as “unfor-
tunate” non-payment of 
salaries to MCD employ-
ees and pensioners and 
directed the civic body’s 
commissioner and senior 
officers of the city gov-
ernment to appear before 
it. It had noted that Class 
III and Class IV employ-
ees, teachers and other 
employees of the MCD 
were not paid salaries de-
spite an assurance given 
to the court by the author-
ities from time to time. 
Male Family Member, 
Husband Not Protected: 
Court On Domestic Vio-
lence Law Male Fam-
ily Member, Husband 
Not Protected: Court 
On Domestic Violence 
Law Delhi Court Allows 
13-Year-Old Assault 
Survivor To Terminate 
Pregnancy Delhi Court 
Allows 13-Year-Old As-
sault Survivor To Ter-
minate Pregnancy Man 
Sent To Jail “Till Last 

Breath” Freed By Dehi 
High Court. Here’s Why 
Man Sent To Jail “Till 
Last Breath” Freed By 
Dehi High Court. Here’s 
Why The high court 
was earlier informed by 
advocates Ashok Agar-
wal and Utkarsh Kumar, 
representing petitioner 
teachers, that they had 
not been paid for two 
to three months and the 
inaction on the corpora-
tion’s part was in viola-
tion of their fundamental 
right to livelihood. It had 
noted in its order that on 
December 12, the coun-
sel for Delhi government 
and the MCD had jointly 
stated that all payments 
would be released expe-
ditiously but nothing had 
been done. The court was 
hearing a batch of pleas 
relating to the non-pay-
ment of salaries and pen-
sions to MCD employees 
and retired staff, respec-
tively

Manish Sisodia Accuses Delhi Lt 
Governor Of “Misusing” Power

New Delhi: Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish 
Sisodia Thursday al-
leged that Lieutenant 
Governor V K Saxena 
is “misusing the powers 
of the unconstitution-
ally amended GNCTD 
Act” by not allowing 
the Delhi government to 
send its teachers abroad 
for training. ADVERTIS-
ING He said the Aam 
Aadmi Party-led Punjab 
government is sending 
its teachers to Singapore 
for a training programme 
on Saturday. However, 
in Delhi, Mr Saxena is 
“stopping” the Kejriwal 
government from do-
ing the same. He alleged 
that the amendment in 
the Government of Na-
tional Capital Territory 
of Delhi (GNCTD) Act 
has given LG powers to 
interfere in the function-
ing of the Delhi govern-
ment. “This is happening 
because he is misusing 
the powers given to him 
by the unconstitution-
ally amended GNCTD 
Act,” he claimed, add-

ing this is why “the Delhi 
government today is not 
able to send its teachers 
for training abroad.” The 
2021 amendment act had 
come into force after be-
ing passed by the Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha 
on March 22 and March 
24, respectively. The 
AAP-led Delhi govern-
ment has approached the 
Supreme Court on the 
matter. Mr Sisodia, who 
also holds the education 
portfolio, said Punjab is 
learning from Delhi’s ex-
perience. “After forming 
the government, we start-
ed sending our teachers 

on training in the sec-
ond and third year. But 
the Aam Aadmi Party 
government in Punjab is 
learning from Delhi’s ex-
periences and has started 
sending its teachers on 
international training in 
the first year itself,” the 
senior AAP leader said. 
Stressing the importance 
of such programmes, Mr 
Sisodia said they are nec-
essary because a large 
number of children from 
Punjab go abroad for ed-
ucation,.which will stop 
if the teachers will be 
trained. 

New Delhi: More than 
340 mobile phones have 
been found in different 
jails in Delhi in the last 
two-and-a-half months, 
official data showed on 
Thursday. Director Gen-
eral (Prisons) Sanjay 
Baniwal told reporters 
that the jail authorities 
found 348 mobile phones 
in two-and-a-half months. 
“On Wednesday, the jail 
authorities conducted a 
raid in jail number 3 and 
seized 18 mobile phones 
and chargers. In the last 
over two months, the jail 
authorities have seized 
348 mobile phones. “The 
jail superintendents have 
started conducting raids 

after developing intelli-
gence inside the prisons. 
Through these actions, 
the criminal world is now 
getting a strong mes-
sage,” Mr Baniwal said. 
“We have set 23 targets 
for 2023. These targets 
will include making the 

jails completely phone 
free and setting up prob-
lem redressal system for 
the inmates. Such type 
of jammer should be in-
stalled so that no one 
would able to use phone 
inside the prisons,” the 
DG said. When asked 

about the fact that in-
volvement of insiders 
helps the inmates get 
mobile phones inside 
the prisons, he said, 
“We admit the involve-
ment of the prison staff 
in such acts. We have 
in the past taken strin-
gent action against those 
found guilty and it will 
be carried out in future as 
well.” Mr Baniwal also 
said that a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) 
is also being singed with 
the Art of Living Foun-
dation to strengthen the 
mental well-being of the 
inmates. The President 
and the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Delhi have given 

instructions that arrange-
ments should be devel-
oped inside the jails to 
give skill development 
training to the inmates 
so that they may get em-
ployment when they go 
out of the prisons, he 
said. Under Deendayal 
Antyodaya Yojana-Na-
tional Urban Livelihoods 
Mission (DAY-NULM), 
a total of 1,020 jail in-
mates are getting trained 
in tourism and hospi-
tality which will end in 
three months, the DG 
said. “We will give skill 
training to around 1,000 
inmates in stitching high-
end clothe.

Car Owner Thrashes Parking Staff 
Over Fee In Delhi

Minor, staying at shelter home, 
raped in east Delhi

NEW DELHI: A girl was 
allegedly raped near east 
Delhi’s Anand Vihar almost 
a month ago, but police got 
to know about it only on 
Thursday when she went to 
a hospital after falling ill. 
Nobody has been arrested. 
After receiving the infor-
mation from the hospital, a 
police team went there and 
the girl, a vagabond, told 
them that on January 9, 
around midnight, she went 
to Anand Vihar metro sta-
tion along with her friend 
who sexually assaulted her. 
Police suspect two persons 
were involved in the case 
and said the girl had given 
some details. During coun-

selling, the survivor also 
said she was earlier sexually 
assaulted at Mohan Nagar in 
Uttar Pradesh. “The girl was 
staying at a shelter home in 
Kalkaji where she fell ill 
and was taken to the hospi-
tal. The doctor there found 
that she had been sexu-
ally assaulted near a park in 
Anand Vihar,” police said. 
“We have spoken to shelter 
home staff to ascertain she 
went out with whom. Po-
lice have also questioned a 
few people in this regard,” 
said an official. The girl was 
produced before the child 
welfare committee, and a 
case under sections 376D 
(gang rape), 323 (punish-

ment for voluntarily caus-
ing hurt), 342 (punishment 
for wrongful confinement) 
and 34 (acts done by sev-
eral persons in furtherance 
of common intention) of 
IPC and under Protection 
of Children from Sexual 
Offences Act has been reg-
istered at the Patparganj In-
dustrial Area police station. 
Deputy commissioner of 
police (east) Amrutha Gu-
guloth said they were taking 
all steps to arrest the ac-
cused. Police are scanning 
the CCTV camera footage 
from the area, another offi-
cial said.

Delhi’s Ashram Flyover’s Extension To Be Completed
New Delhi: Commuters 
from Delhi and Noida 
will be able to travel 
hassle-free after the 
completion of the Ash-
ram flyover extension by 
February end, the Delhi 
government said in a 
statement on Thursday. 
ADVERTISING The 
flyover will allow pas-
sengers to bypass three 
traffic lights between 
Ashram Chowk and 
DND, making vehicular 
movement smoother, it 
said. On Thursday, Dep-
uty Chief Minister and 
Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) Minister 
Manish Sisodia conduct-

ed an on-sight inspection 
to assess the progress of 
the work. The minister 
said it was a herculean 
task to build a flyover in 
the middle of such a busy 
road but the PWD engi-

neers undertook the chal-
lenge and delivered. He 
said after the completion 
of this flyover, lakhs of 
people commuting from 
Noida and other parts of 
Delhi to South Delhi will 

get rid of traffic jams. At 
present, vehicles coming 
and going from Noida 
and Ghaziabad to South 
Delhi have to grapple 
with jams while travel-
ling from the DND loop 
to the Ashram intersec-
tion. The vehicles have 
to take a long route to 
cross the road from Ki-
lokari, but soon, 150 me-
ters away from Kilokari 
to Ring Road, drivers 
will be able to cross the 
road by taking a U-turn to 
reach Maharani Bagh or 
South Delhi, it said. Simi-
larly, vehicles going from 
Maharani Bagh to Sarai 
Kale Khan, Noida, ITO 

and Ghaziabad will not 
have to take long detours. 
A subway for pedestrians 
is also being constructed 
here, it added. As per the 
engineers’ report, more 
than 95 per cent of the 
construction work has 
been finished and the 
project is currently at the 
carpeting stage. Accord-
ing to the statement, the 
construction work of the 
flyover extension started 
in June 2020 after the 
project was approved by 
the Cabinet. The total 
cost of the project is ₹ 
128.25 crore while the 
total length of the flyover.

Delhi Likely To See Maximum Temperature Of 
25 Degrees Over Next 2-4 Days

New Delhi: People will 
get a respite from the 
cold, as the temperature 
is expected to rise in 
the Delhi-NCR region, 
however, rainfall is not 
expected in the next one 
week, the India Meteo-
rological Department 
(IMD) said in a statement 
on Thursday. ADVER-
TISING As per IMD, 
currently, the Western 
Disturbance is affecting 

the Himalayan region, 
due to which some light 
rain and snowfall is ex-

pected in the Himalayan 
region especially Jammu 
& Kashmir in the next 

two days. The Western 
Disturbance also affects 
other places, so tempera-
ture may also increase in 
North West India in the 
coming two-three days. 
Especially in the Delhi-
NCR region, the tem-
perature is expected to 
rise by 9-10 degrees in 
the next two-three days. 
The temperature may be 
around 9-10 degrees in 
the morning.

Delhi Mayor Polls To Be Held On February 6
New Delhi: The mayoral 
election is the first item 
on the agenda for the 
municipal House slated 
to be held on February 
6 in Delhi, sources said 
on Thursday. ADVER-
TISING It will be fol-
lowed by the election of 
the deputy mayor and six 
members of the standing 
committee of the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of 
Delhi (MCD), they said. 
Lt Governor V K Saxena 
has approved conven-

ing of an MCD House to 
elect the mayor on Febru-
ary 6, Raj Niwas officials 

said on Wednesday. The 
date had been proposed 
by the Delhi government, 

an official has said. “The 
agenda for the House says 
that the election to pick 
the mayor of Delhi will 
be held first, followed by 
that of the deputy mayor 
and six members of the 
standing committee,” a 
source said. Two sessions 
held so far -- January 6 
and January 24 -- since 
the civic polls have failed 
to elect a mayor due to 
ruckus among the AAP 
and BJP members.

New Delhi: A Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) car parking at-
tendant was mercilessly 
beaten with a cricket bat 
by a car owner for alleg-
edly demanding a parking 
fee in south west Delhi on 
Wednesday, officials said, 
adding that the accused has 
been apprehended. The vic-
tim, Vikas, sustained serious 
head injuries and is under-
going treatment at AIIMS 

hospital, an official familiar 
with the matter said. The in-
cident happened near the po-
lice post Vasant Vihar. “On 
Wednesday evening, a man 
parked his car in the MCD 
Parking area near Vasant Vi-
har at around 7 pm. Parking 
attendants Manoj and Vikas 
were on duty. The car owner 
came to pick up his car at 
9.40 pm and he appeared 
to be in an inebriated state 
along with his friend. The 

parking attendant Manoj 
asked him to pay ₹ 60 park-
ing fee. On this, the car 
owner started abusing him. 
Manoj requested him to pay 
the amount otherwise the 
parking contractor would 
deduct it from their salary. 
Meanwhile, another parking 
attendant, Vikas, attempted 
to intervene. All of sudden, 
the car owner took out a bat 
from his car and attacked the 
parking attendants. Both of 
them rushed towards the po-
lice booth, but the car owner 
hit Vikas on the head and 
he fell down. He repeatedly 
hit Vikas on the head,” read 
the FIR. Police said that FIR 
has been registered into the 
matter under Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) section 308 (At-
tempt to commit culpable 
homicide) at Vasant Vihar 
police station.

Over 340 Mobile Phones Recovered 
In 2.5 Months From Delhi Jails
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Tejashwi Flays BJP, RSS For Caste System, 
Defaming Hindu Religion

Patna: Amid an ongoing 
row over the epic poem 
Ramcharitmanas, Bihar’s 
Deputy Chief Minister 
and RJD leader Tejashwi 
Yadav has attacked the 
BJP and its parent or-
ganisation RSS for dis-
crimination on the basis 
of caste and defaming the 
Hindu religion. The RJD 
leader reminding people 
about the evils of the 
caste system said, “The 
Hindu religion will move 
ahead only when people 
of all castes and creeds 
get their proportionate 
share.” Tejashwi made 
these remarks while ad-
dressing a gathering in 
Patna Gyan Bhawan on 
the birth anniversary of 

the Late Jagdev Prasad 
on Wednesday. During 
his speech, he alleged 
that the BJP and the RSS 
were “putting dog col-
lars on the necks of some 
people and are asking 
them to indulge in hooli-
ganism”. “We are strong 
believers in Lord Rama. 
Those who are impart-
ing knowledge on Lord 
Rama, Lord Krishna, 
and the Hindu religion, I 
want to tell them that the 
religion is not the copy-
right of some people. We 
do not need certificates 
from them,” he said. 
“BJP, after coming into 
power in the country, is 
choking the neck of de-
mocracy. BJP and RSS 

have defamed the Hindu 
religion more than any 
other party. They have 
put dog collars on the 
neck of some people who 
are involved in hooligan-
ism. They are creating 
differences in society 
and forcing them to fight 
against each other. They 
are asking our children 
to study Hindi and San-
skrit which is good but 
their children are study-
ing in convent schools,” 
Tejashwi said. The RJD 
leader also shared a video 
of his speech on his Twit-
ter handle. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to your 
name Golden Gate Uni-
versity Learn from IIT 
Madras Faculty & Indus-
try Experts. Intellipaat 
However, hitting back at 
Tejashwi Yadav, the dis-
gruntled JDU national 
parliamentary board pres-
ident Upendra Kushwaha 
that Lalu Prasad`s family 
is the biggest exploiter 
of Extremely Backward 
Class (EBC) people of 
the state for the last 33 
years. “RJD has celebrat-

ed the birth anniversary 
of Shaheed Jagdev Babu 
and shouted for a 90:10 
ratio with 90 percent 
belonging to EBC and 
OBC. I want to ask them 
how many people from 
the EBC were promoted 
by Lalu`s family in the 
last 33 years. Jagdev 
Babu dreamed that the 
EBC people would share 
power in the government. 
The Lalu family stayed 
in power for 15 years and 
is now sharing power in 
Bihar,” Kushwaha said 
during the birth anniver-
sary celebrations orga-
nized by a non-political 
organization Mahatma 
Phule Samata Parishad in 
Patna on Thursday. “I am 
in pain as my party went 
with the RJD. I struggled 
against this party and its 
leaders my entire life. 
The birth of my party 
happened against this 
system. Now, the lead-
ers of my party have be-
come dependent on them. 
Naturally, those leaders 
who gave strength to Nit-
ish Kumar, are worried 
about it.

Supreme Court Notice To Centre Over 
Appeals Against Blocking BBC Series

New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court today is-
sued notice to the Centre 
over appeals challenging 
the ban on a controver-
sial BBC documentary 
on Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and allega-
tions linked to the 2002 
Gujarat riots. Hearing 
two petitions, a bench 
led by Chief Justice of 
India DY Chandrachud 
asked for the original re-
cord of the order to take 
down the documentary 
from the public domain. 
ADVERTISING The pe-
titions challenge the use 
of emergency powers to 
block the documentary 
and remove links from 
social media. The Cen-
tre never formally publi-
cised the blocking order, 
said a petition by law-
yer ML Sharma, calling 
the ban on the two-part 
documentary “malafide, 
arbitrary, and uncon-
stitutional”. A separate 
petition has been filed 
by veteran journalist N 
Ram, activist-lawyer 
Prashant Bhushan, and 
Trinamool Congress MP 

Mahua Moitra. On Janu-
ary 21, the Centre, using 
emergency provisions 
under the Information 
Technology Rules, 2021, 
issued directions for 
blocking multiple You-
Tube videos and Twitter 
posts sharing links to the 
controversial documen-
tary “India: The Modi 
Question”. After the ban, 
the two-part BBC series 
has been shared by vari-
ous opposition leaders, 
including Trinamool 
Congress MP Mahua 
Moitra, and students’ or-
ganisations and opposi-
tion parties have organ-
ised public screenings. 
Supreme Court To Take 
Up Appeals Challeng-
ing Ban On BBC Series 

On PM Today Supreme 
Court To Take Up Ap-
peals Challenging Ban 
On BBC Series On PM 
Today UK Defends BBC 
Independence, Says “In-
vesting Heavily” In Ties 
With India UK Defends 
BBC Independence, 
Says “Investing Heav-
ily” In Ties With India 
Amid PM Documentary 
Row, Russia Accuses 
BBC Of “Waging In-
formation War” Amid 
PM Documentary Row, 
Russia Accuses BBC Of 
“Waging Information 
War” Students clashed 
with college authorities 
and the police in several 
campuses after not being 
allowed to hold screen-
ings, some were briefly 

detained as well. The 
Information and Broad-
casting Ministry told 
Twitter and YouTube to 
block the first episode of 
the BBC documentary, 
reports said after Brit-
ish Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak distanced himself 
from the series, saying 
he “doesn’t agree with 
the characterisation” of 
his Indian counterpart 
in the UK’s parliament 
by Pakistan-origin MP 
Imran Hussain. The gov-
ernment has called the 
documentary a “propa-
ganda piece” that lacks 
objectivity and reflects 
a colonial mindset. Post 
a comment A Supreme 
Court-appointed investi-
gation.

Innovator Who Inspired ‘3 Idiots’ Says Feel Unsafe 
Under Union Territory Status Of Ladakh

Srinagar: Sonam Wang-
chuk, Ladakh’s top envi-
ronmentalist and a well-
known innovator, says 
Ladakh cannot remain 
under permanent Gover-
nor’s rule. He also said 
that he feels unsafe and 
unshielded in the Union 
Territory status of Lada-
kh. Mr Wangchuk, who 
ended his five-day-long 
fast on Tuesday, has be-
come a rallying point for 
the demand for statehood 
and special status for La-
dakh under the 6th sched-
ule of the constitution. 
“Now there is no article 
370 like protection. So 
we demand there should 
be protection under the 
6th schedule of article 
244 for Ladakh,” said 
Mr Wangchuk. Speaking 
to NDTV, Mr Wangchuk 
said it took him time to 
understand the impact 
of turning Ladakh into a 
Union Territory after he 

welcomed the Central 
government’s decision 
on August 5, 2019. Mr 
Wangchuk had thanked 
the Prime Minister af-
ter the BJP government 
stripped Jammu and 
Kashmir of its statehood 
and special status under 
article 370 and Ladakh 
was carved out as a sepa-
rate union territory. Now 
Mr Wangchuk says that 
he’s compelled to con-
fess that they were bet-
ter off as part of the for-

mer state of Jammu and 
Kashmir. “It took time to 
underhand how it’s im-
pacting us after Ladakh 
was made a Union Terri-
tory. I feel unsafe and un-
shielded when there are 
no safeguards for the re-
gion” said Mr Wangchuk. 
Ladakhi leaders say only 
the sixth schedule and 
statehood for Ladakh 
will address the growing 
alienation among people. 
And when Mr Wangchuk 
ended his five days fast 

on Tuesday, thousands 
turned up in his support 
at Polo ground in Leh 
and protested for state-
hood and 6th schedule. 
From celebrating union 
territory status in 2019, 
Ladakh has gone against 
the direct central rule. Mr 
Wangchuk says he can’t 
remain silent when local 
people have no say in run-
ning governance and the 
region is facing an immi-
nent threat to its culture, 
it’s ecology and environ-
ment. “I never wanted to 
say this, but I have to say 
that we were better off 
in Jammu and Kashmir” 
said Mr Wagnchuk dur-
ing his protest. Leaders 
of Buddhist-dominated 
Leh and Muslim-domi-
nated Kargil have formed 
an alliance demanding 
statehood and special sta-
tus. Last month the alli-
ance refused to be part of 

the central government’s 
high-powered commit-
tee headed by Minister 
of State for Home Affairs 
Nityanand Rai over non-
inclusion of 6th schedule 
and statehood in the agen-
da. The BJP says it’s a 
flip-flop by Ladakh lead-
ers who were earlier de-
manding the Union Terri-
tory move. “Although the 
government has formed a 
high-powered commit-
tee led by MoS Home to 
deal with the issues, let’s 
see and hope that this 
flip flop in demands also 
ends” said RS Pathania, 
spokesman BJP. Ladakhi 
leaders say resentment 
among people in Ladakh 
is only growing and talks 
with the Centre must be 
held on statehood and 
6th schedule. “Dialogue 
should not be for the sake 
of dialogue. It should be 
result oriented.

Singapore Chief Justice Shares Bench With 
Chief Justice Chandrachud In Supreme Court

New Delhi: Chief Justice 
of Singapore Sundaresh 
Menon on Friday sat on 
the Supreme Court of 
India bench headed by 
CJI D Y Chandrachud. 
Justice Menon, who 
has been serving as the 
fourth chief justice of 
Singapore since 2012, is 
in India to take part as the 
chief guest of a function 
to be held on Saturday to 
commemorate the 73rd 
anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the Supreme 
Court. The Singapore 

chief justice will deliver 
a lecture on the “Role 
of judiciary in a chang-
ing world” at the event 
which will feature a wel-
come address by Justice 
SK Kaul and an address 
by the chief justice of 
India as well.  “Nobody 
Taking Action” Despite 
Orders Passed: Supreme 
Court On Hate Speech 
“Nobody Taking Action” 
Despite Orders Passed: 
Supreme Court On Hate 
Speech Centre May Clear 
5 Names Recommend-

ed For Supreme Court 
Judges: Report Centre 
May Clear 5 Names Rec-
ommended For Supreme 
Court Judges: Report 
Centre Has “No Role” In 
Fixing Minimum Work-
ing Days For Courts: 
Minister Centre Has “No 
Role” In Fixing Mini-
mum Working Days For 
Courts: Minister Post a 
comment The Supreme 
Court of India came into 
existence on January 28, 
1950, two days after In-
dia became Republic.

Former PM Manmohan Singh Shifted 
to Last row in Rajya Sabha

New Delhi: Former 
prime minister Man-
mohan Singh has been 
shifted from a seat on the 
front row of the Rajya 
Sabha to the last, with his 
Congress party sources 
on Thursday saying the 
move was to facilitate the 
wheelchair-bound lead-
er’s easy movement. Se-
nior Congress leaders P 
Chidambaram and Digvi-
jaya Singh will now oc-
cupy front-row seats after 
their reallocation by the 

party. The Congress ef-
fected the reallocation of 
seats this session. It was 
supposed to carry out the 

exercise in the last ses-
sion. Party sources said 
former prime minister 
Singh, 90, has been allot-

ted the last-row seat for 
his convenience as he is 
now wheelchair-bound. 
They said Leader of Op-
position in Rajya Sabha 
and Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge will 
continue to occupy his 
front-row seat beside 
Deputy Chairman of the 
House Harivansh. Also 
Read: Manmohan Singh 
Birthday: Key policy de-
cisions by the architect of 
economic reforms.

Union Minister V Muraleedharan To Attend 
Sri Lanka’s Independence Day Celebrations

Colombo: State Minister 
for External Affairs V 
Muraleedharan will rep-
resent India at Sri Lan-
ka’s 75th Independence 
Day celebrations to be 
held here on Saturday 
and hold bilateral inter-
actions with President 
Ranil Wickremesinghe 
and Foreign Minister 
Ali Sabry, officials said 
on Friday. Along with V 
Muraleedharan, several 
other foreign dignitaries, 
including the head of the 
Commonwealth Patricia 

Scotland are to attend the 
main event in the capi-
tal, Colombo. Security 
has been stepped up in 
the capital with armed 

troops manning the most 
popular junctions in and 
around Colombo’s im-
mediate suburbs. The trip 
by Mr Muraleedharan to 

Colombo comes nearly 
two weeks after Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar visited 
Sri Lanka. Mr Mura-
leedharan will have 
bilateral meetings with 
Sri Lankan President 
Wickremesinghe and 
Foreign Minister Sa-
bry, officials here said. 
V Muraleedharan will 
also have an interaction 

with the prominent mem-
bers of the Indian com-
munity. His two-day visit 
is a reflection.

Budget booster for tech-economy
This ‘techade’ (decade of 
technology) will serve as 
an important period to 
close the gaps in digitiza-
tion and accelerate growth 
in the nation’s technol-
ogy sector. 2023 has been 
identified as a crucial year 
for the elimination of the 
digital divide, as stated in 
The NITI Aayog ‘India @ 75’ 

report, and aggressively 
strengthening digital lit-
eracy, specifically among 
rural demographics and 
marginalized communi-
ties, is of the essence. The 
Union Budget 2023-24, 
steered by Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman, by 
placing emphasis on both 
inclusive development 

and youth empowerment 
among its key economic 
priorities, sets a positive 
tone for the way forward. 
Several progressive ini-
tiatives were announced 
during the Budget pre-
sentation, including the 
expansion of the Skill In-
dia Digital platform and its 
linking with employment 

and entrepreneurship op-
portunities, the launch 
of the Pradhan Mantri 
Kaushal Vikas Yojana 4.0 
to skill lakhs of youth in 
modern technologies like 
AI, robotics, and soft skills 
would enable future-ready 
talent, especially from Tier 
2 and 3 cities at scale and 
foster greater employment 

opportunities. Entrepre-
neurship has been given 
a major fillip through the 
introduction of collectives 
formed to support entre-
preneurs with product 
design, branding, product 
marketing, and market 
expansion. The efforts of 
mobilizing resources and 
enabling entrepreneur-

ship opportunities for rural 
women will be instrumen-
tal in facilitating better 
livelihoods for marginal-
ized communities. As the 
technology and skilling 
ecosystem joins the nation 
in formulating its vision for 
‘India @ 100’, considering 
current systemic realities 
and strategizing solutions 

to bridge crucial gaps is 
the need of the hour. The 
NITI Aayog, in its ‘India @ 
75’ report, identifies a few 
of these challenges that 
need to be overcome in or-
der to support the empow-
erment of marginalized 
demographics: a) limited 
industry knowledge and 
immersion among gradu-

ates, b) little to no integra-
tion of the informal sector 
into the skill economy, c) 
limited provisions to align 
skilling certifications with 
international parameters, 
d) limited avenues for an 
apprenticeship, e) little to 
no inclusion of vocational 
training as a part of the 
educational.
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 Modi-Shah Meet Their 
Match - Federalism

There is only one fact 
about Indian politics 
that matters: the sole 
thing capable of stop-
ping the Modi-Shah 
Hindutva election ma-
chine in its tracks is 
federalism. It should 
come as no surprise 
that the states where the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
just lost state elections 
are ones where a strong 
regional - indeed, sub-
national - identity pre-
dominates. Mamata Ba-
nerjee, MK Stalin and 
Pinarayi Vijayan all, to 
a greater or lesser de-
gree, made this election 
about their states forg-
ing a path within, but 
distinct from, India’s. 
They have shown us the 
answer to the question 
that is the last resort of 
the Modi fan faced with 
facts about the union 
government’s poor per-
formance, “So, what is 
the alternative”? The 
alternative to Modi is: 
Everyone else. Voters 
outside the Hindi heart-
land have been telling 
us this for years, but 
Delhi’s intellectuals and 
media, blinded by their 
parochial obsession 
with heartland politics, 
have spent decades con-
demning “messy” fed-
eral front politics. Yet, 
every assembly election 
makes it ever clearer 
that it is only an alli-
ance of strong state-lev-
el leaders that can hope 
to combat and control 
the centralising, domi-
neering force that is the 
Modi-era BJP. ADVER-
TISING Had Bengal 
fallen to Modi and Shah 
in this election, I could 
not have written these 
words. This is the true 
significance of the West 
Bengal assembly elec-
tion of 2021. It was the 
moment when the final 
frontier for Hindutva 
ideology was supposed 
to fall - but, instead, it 
was the BJP that fell. 
The fact is that Bengal 
matters to the march 
of the Sangh Parivar 
in a way that no other 
state does. It is a state 
that provides a dispro-
portionate number of 
the Left-leaning intel-
lectuals that the cur-
rent establishment so 
despises. It is the state 
where the Parivar’s 
most paranoid fantasies 
about the demograph-
ic decline of Hindus 
are supposedly being 
played out. And finally, 
the Bengali Muslim is 
Hindutva politics’ most 
reliable bogeyman: you 
can’t walk up to a Mus-
lim from north India in 
2021 and claim they are 
literally from Pakistan, 
but in today’s India, any 
Bengali Muslim out-
side the state’s borders 

can be attacked for be-
ing Bangladeshi. The 
most fanatical right-
wingers in India today 
genuinely believe that 
Bengal is a few years 
away from becoming 
“another Kashmir” - 
jihadist, secessionist, 
Muslim-majority. And, 
it is the state that, after 
all, invented modern In-
dian communalism, the 
location of the worst 
killings during Parti-
tion, the home of mul-
tiple Hindu nationalist 
ideologues - including, 
of course, the founder 
of the Jan Sangh. How 
can this state fail to ac-
cept the Sangh’s ideolo-
gy? The defeat of Modi 
and Shah in Bengal is 
humiliating not just be-
cause they mobilised 
the entire machinery of 
the union government 
against Mamata Baner-
jee for years, or because 
they personally ad-
dressed super-spreader 
rallies, or because the 
party poured financial 
and other resources into 
the state campaign. It 
is humiliating because 
this will be seen as a re-
pudiation of the Sangh’s 
claim that its ideology 
is the national ideology. 
Now, the Sangh Pari-
var will be forced once 
again to ask itself: can 
you be nationalist if you 
are not even national? 
Nor can it take enough 
pleasure simply in be-
ing the principal oppo-
sition in Bengal. That is 
not in itself enough to 
claim ideological vic-
tory - and they know it. 
The BJP is the Bengal 
opposition by default: 
the Left gave it a walk-
over. The Bengal Left, 
betrayed by its central 
leadership, lost the plot 
shortly after its ouster 
ten years ago - and it lost 
the streets when it was 
unable to protect its re-
maining cadre from Tri-
namool violence. They 
escaped to the only 
party which claimed 
to promise a degree of 
protection, the BJP. Had 
someone else offered, 
that’s where they would 
have gone. They were 
followed by Trinamool 
dissenters. Had some-
one else bought Trin-
amool leaders the way 
the BJP did, they would 
have been the principal 
opposition instead. It is 
not as if this mechanism 
has not worked for the 
BJP elsewhere: after all, 
it was just re-elected in 
Assam after buying 
outright an entire po-
litical class and party 
machinery less than a 
decade ago. The differ-
ence in Bengal is that in 
the battle between sub-
nationalism.

Why Siddique Kappan’s Pledge To Fight Against 
Draconian Laws Is Important for Journalism

Upon his release from 
jail on Thursday morn-
ing after 850 days in 
custody for attempting 
to do his job, journalist 
Siddique Kappan said, 
“I will continue my fight 
against draconian laws. 
They kept me in jail even 
after I got bail. I do not 
know who is benefiting 
from my being in jail. 
These two years were 
very tough, but I was 
never afraid.” Chinese 
Construction of Water-
falls in the building 350, 
- Travel Nfx 00:00 Pre-
vious PauseNext 00:05 
/ 03:02 Unmute Settings 
Fullscreen Copy video 
url Play / Pause Mute / 
Unmute Report a prob-
lem Language Share 
Vidverto Player Kappan, 
a Malayalam language 
journalist, was arrested 
in October 2020 while 
he was on his way to re-
port about the Hathras 
gang rape case in Uttar 
Pradesh. For a working 
journalist or media pro-
fessional to say that he 
will continue the “fight 
against draconian laws”, 
many would argue is akin 
to entering into the field 
of activism and violating 
the ‘basics’ of journalism 
– because as journalists, 
we are supposed to report 
and not campaign for or 
against anything. That is 
true. In an ideal world, 
there should be a clear 
demarcation between 
journalism and activism. 
However, in a situation 
where an act of journal-

ism becomes crime, it 
becomes imperative for 
those associated with 
journalism to enter the 
world of activism. To ap-
preciate and understand 
why Kappan’s pledge to 
fight against draconian 
laws is important and 
demands our urgent at-
tention and collective 
action, we need to have 
a quick look at the cases 
of journalists imprisoned 
in different parts of the 
country. As per the Pris-
on Census published by 
the Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ), as on 
December 1, 2022, seven 
journalists were impris-
oned in India. Most strik-
ingly, six out of seven 
journalists are charged 
under the Unlawful Ac-
tivities Prevention Act 
(UAPA), an anti-terror 
law that is instead regu-
larly used to stifle dissent 
of activists and crimi-

nalise public interest 
journalism. Now, Kap-
pan and another journal-
ist Mohammad Manan 
Dar, have been released. 
Another one, Gautam 
Navlakha, was put under 
house arrest. There are 
at least four journalists 
still languishing in jail 
and one of them, Aasif 
Sultan, has spent nearly 
four-and-half years in 
Jail. One journalist has 
been in jail for just over 
a year, while another 
will complete one year 
of imprisonment on Sat-
urday (February 4). The 
fourth one has been in 
jail since July last year. 
The detention of jour-
nalists for such extended 
periods is possible only 
because of draconian 
laws like UAPA, Nation-
al Security Act (NSA), 
sedition and the Public 
Safety Act (PSA). And 
over the years, Indian 

authorities have arrested 
and charged dozens of 
journalists under draco-
nian laws. Once charged 
under these laws, it be-
comes very difficult to 
avail bail while the trial 
stretches on for years. 
Take the case of photo-
journalist Manan Dar. 
It took him more than a 
year to secure bail. That 
too in a matter where 
there was hardly any evi-
dence against him. Nota-
bly, while granting him 
bail, the court that ruled 
that the NIA’s evidence 
against Dar is “not suf-
ficient” to prove that he 
was part of the conspir-
acy “to undertake violent 
terrorist activities in the 
State of Jammu & Kash-
mir and other parts of In-
dia including Delhi after 
abrogation of Article 370 
from the Constitution of 
India”. In its chargesheet, 
the NIA had alleged that 

Dar was working “under 
the cover of a photojour-
nalist” to “share details” 
about security forces 
and their deployment in 
Kashmir with terrorist 
outfits. Mohammad Man-
an Dar after his release. 
Photo: Special arrange-
ment Kappan’s own case 
is a telling example of the 
fact that journalism is be-
ing criminalised. Ater a 
wait of nearly two years, 
he was granted bail by 
the Supreme Court of 
India on September 9, 
2022, stating that “every 
citizen has the right to 
free expression”. How-
ever, he remained in jail 
in another case, which 
was slapped against him 
by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate in 2021. He got 
bail in this case in late 
December 2022 but was 
only released on Febru-
ary 2. In September 2020, 
Imphal-based journalist 
Kishorechandra Wang-
khem was arrested by the 
Manipur Police on charg-
es of sedition for the sec-
ond time. Earlier, he was 
arrested in November 
under the NSA for criti-
cising the Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, state 
chief minister N. Biren 
Singh and the RSS in a 
YouTube video that went 
viral on social media. 
The Manipur high court 
in April 2019 quashed the 
charges against the jour-
nalist and released him 
from jail. One can cite 
dozens of cases against 
journalists, which clearly 

indicate that the state au-
thorities are using these 
laws to criminalise jour-
nalists and media per-
sons. One visible impact 
of these cases against 
the journalists is that due 
to their criminalisation, 
they have to spend time 
in jail and lose their jobs. 
Even if the journalist 
charged is lucky enough 
not to be arrested, they 
end up spending sub-
stantial time, money and 
energy in the courts and 
litigation, which also 
distracts them from their 
job. However, another 
impact, perhaps the big-
gest one, is of the chill-
ing effect this has on 
other journalists. This ul-
timately and directly af-
fects the quality of jour-
nalism. In other words, 
when speaking truth to 
power becomes an act of 
crime, a large number of 
journalists turn into ste-
nographers. It is in this 
context that Kappan’s 
pledge to fight against 
draconian laws becomes 
crucial for journalism 
and press freedom in In-
dia. Hence, it becomes 
imperative on us not just 
to understand the pledge 
taken by brave journal-
ists like Kappan but to 
join them in this fight 
to preserve our right to 
practice free and fearless 
journalism. If we fail to 
do so, we will not just be 
failing our fellow jour-
nalists who are languish-
ing in jail on trumped-up 
charges.

Corruption’ Is the New Dog Whistle
One day back in the 
1970s, my husband was 
talking to a friend who 
worked with him in 
Washington D.C., de-
ploring something that 
he saw as corruption. 
He had no doubt that his 
friend would agree with 
him that corruption was 
a very bad thing. How 
could he think anything 
else? Chinese Con-
struction of Waterfalls 
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Player But his friend did 
the opposite. He snapped 
at him: “Don’t talk like 
that about corruption! If 
there were no corruption, 
me and my family would 
all be dead.” His friend 
was a Jew from Eastern 
Europe, and during the 
time of Hitler, his fam-
ily was trying to leave 
with him and his siblings 
to reach the West, but 
first they had to get past 
an international border. 
They had taken precau-
tions. His grandfather 
took one of the border 
guards aside and they had 
a brief conversation. The 
guard nodded and took a 
package his grandfather 
had prepared for him and 
examined it, and went 
inside and stamped their 
papers. The family was 
free to leave. The guard 
was obviously corrupt. 
For a consideration, he 
was ready to ignore the 
law and the requirements 

of his job and let the fam-
ily leave. If he had been 
law abiding, he would 
have arrested the entire 
family and they would 
have been sent to one of 
the Death Camps that had 
been built as Hitler’s ‘Fi-
nal Solution’ to the ‘Jew-
ish problem’. There is 
just a tiny possibility that 
the guard was thinking 
for himself, that he was 
not so sold on the new 
laws that he felt obliged 
to send a family to their 
death. Maybe by leaving 
open a little window of 
corruption, he could still 
see himself as human, 
something more than just 
an obedient man in uni-
form implementing laws 
that were more barbarous 
than his conscience. The 
way a traffic policeman, 
when required to levy 
a fine that he thinks is 
excessive, charges you 
what he thinks is the right 
amount, as a bribe. And if 
you still insist on paying 
the fine and getting a re-
ceipt, he may even wave 
you away and let you go 
for free. There is some-
thing about the enhanced 
penalty that he does not 
like. Not all corruption is 
like this. There is also the 
corruption of the mighty, 
who are able to control 
the system and override 
its laws. But the law it-
self is not universally a 
good thing. Incidents like 
these, where our friend 
and his family were 
spared, force us to make 
judgments about man-
made laws, with all their 
time-bound meanness, as 
against something more 

human and eternal, and 
linked to a deeper and 
more independent notion 
of what is ‘right’. Also 
read: ‘Corruption-Free 
India’ Under BJP Gov-
ernment Is Just a Sham 
There is something dem-
ocratic about this kind of 
petty corruption, because 
it allows even the pow-
erless to find a way to 
override the system. All 
it takes is… money. This 
is the kind of corruption 
that society at large seems 
to resent the most, not 
the corruption where just 
a ‘phone call’ from the 
right power broker can 
get you something out of 
turn. And this is strange: 
the corruption that is off 
limits to the general pub-
lic is seen as all right, and 
is given a free pass, while 

the corruption that is only 
about getting past a brief 
hurdle for something that 
should have come to you 
automatically brings the 
biggest shame. Or is it 
that ordinary people do 
not know about the other 
kind of corruption, where 
things that are far more 
outrageous, far more il-
legal, can easily be done 
with the right sort of ac-
cess? No: I am not saying 
that corruption is some-
thing moral, or sublime. 
I am only trying to ques-
tion the way petty corrup-
tion has been prioritised 
as a depravity that must, 
per se, be rooted out at all 
costs: but not the other 
one. So much so that the 
word ‘corruption’ itself 
has become a dogwhistle, 
a demand from any pied 

piper on the make trying 
to claim the moral high 
ground. “If you can’t see 
the corruption all around 
you, you must be blind. 
If you don’t listen to me 
and let me set your moral 
compass,” so the spiel 
goes, “you yourself are 
definitely corrupt.” Then 
the gaslighting will go 
into full force. The guilt-
tripping that you are not 
doing enough. And that 
the pied piper knows 
what is best for you. This 
would be a small person-
al cautionary tale, the sort 
that so many of us have 
seen firsthand, were it not 
for the way this can grow 
until it becomes some-
thing big enough to bring 
down governments and 
change the course of his-
tory. Not because there 

was ever any intention of 
creating the clean stable 
world that does not use 
roadblocks, gatekeepers 
and the delays that make 
people desperate enough 
to seek out of turn favors, 
but because an allegation 
of ‘corruption’ is a sure-
fire way of ruining the 
competition. And once 
the barb is thrown, it 
sticks. The word that has 
been winking at me from 
left field as I write is: ma-
nipulation. The way an 
image is carefully plant-
ed in our minds and then 
used as a dogwhistle, 
so that even if we stray 
and start asking awk-
ward questions, we must 
start out by couching our 
words in an apology and 
a disclaimer. Because we 
are the ones going against 
received wisdom, and in-
dulging in heresy. We are 
the ones raising questions 
about long-term play-
ers who are supremely 
networked and intent on 
total control. In this con-
text, ‘corruption’ is the 
little goat tied up there 
in the jungle to bring the 
tiger into view so that he 
can be shot down. I once 
asked a government of-
ficer if things eight years 
ago were really as bad as 
the media had made them 
out to be. He stared into 
the distance for a few 
moments, trying to gather 
his impressions together, 
all the things he had heard 
everyone around him say 
back in those days. Try-
ing to square his response 
with what he had said the 
last time we met.
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BJP’s Image Problem: Broken Promises, Drifting 
Flagships and Bahubalis Defying Modi’s Call

In more democratic 
times, the BJP’s national 
executive (NE) meet-
ings were known for 
lively and fearless de-
bates. Decisions were 
often left to the next 
meetings. On P.V. Nara-
simha Rao’s economic 
policy, a sharply divided 
NE at Sarnath (March 
14-15, 1992) decided 
to hold wider consulta-
tions. Modi has changed 
all that. Now, the media 
is briefed about what the 
PM said at the meeting, 
or there’s a pep talk by 
party chief J.P. Nadda. 
What the NE members 
said, if anything, hardly 
goes on the record. At the 
NE meeting on January 
16-17, participants had 
to deposit their mobiles 
with the staff, to prevent 
them from recording the 
PM’s address. Even the 
routine interpretations of 
the supreme leader’s ad-
dress were censored. The 
entire party machinery 
was deployed overnight 
to ensure the media did 
not play up PM’s tactical 
shift towards a soft line 
on minorities. The fear 
that hardselling any soft-
ening would alienate the 
BJP’s core supporters. 
Later, Anurag Thakur 
was deployed to firefight 
“negativists”. Clearly, 
the PM is determined 
to ensure that hardline 
Hindutva groups don’t 
harm his electoral calcu-
lations with the major-
ity of voters. The Assam 
chief minister swiftly did 
an overnight U-turn, but 
there’s large-scale defi-

ance by groups like the 
Bajrang Dal. The Pathaan 
release encountered scat-
tered protests, chants 
and minor vandalism. In 
Faridabad, nine Bajran-
gis were held. Protests 
were widespread in Mad-
hya Pradesh. Contrary 
to the rosy image woven 
by godi media, the Modi 
government has left a trail 
of half-abandoned flag-
ship programmes, bro-
ken promises and chaotic 
decision-making in cru-
cial areas like defence. 
Former Army chief M.M. 
Naravane says that the-
aterisation before formu-
lating a national defence 
strategy was like putting 
the cart before the horse. 
Look at the broken prom-
ises. At his Agra rally 
on November 22, 2013, 
PM candidate Naren-
dra Modi had said that 
he would create 1 crore 
jobs every year. Former 
PM Manmohan Singh 
said Modi had offered to 
create 2 crore jobs. Ten 
years later, in November, 
CMIE reported over 5 
crore unemployed. Dur-
ing the last few years, 
the unemployment rate 
averaged 7.5%, surging 
to 25% during the first 
lockdown. Incensed at 
this revelation, the gov-
ernment put out its own 
‘authentic’ data in April 
to claim that the labour 
market was recovering. 
Economists said the of-
ficial figures were outdat-
ed. On August 15, 2020, 
Narendra Modi vowed to 
connect all of India’s six 
lakh villages with optical 

fibre by 2023. Finance 
minister Nirmala Sitara-
man later highlighted the 
PM’s flagship scheme 
in her Budget speech. 
However, with hardly a 
year left, the PM’s target 
is nowhere in sight. The 
rollout is slow and the 
goalposts have moved. 
The project has also 
faced strong resistance 
from farmers and tribal 
villages, especially in the 
Palghar district of Ma-
harashtra. Credit: PTI/
Files Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi with 
his Japanese counterpart 
Shinzo Abe. Representa-
tive image. Photo: PTI/
Files On September 21, 

2018, Modi vowed to 
make India a $5 tril-
lion economy by 2022. 
He also assured an 8% 
growth rate with “mas-
sive” employment gener-
ation in IT and retail. The 
PM’s deadline passed last 
year in deathly silence, 
amidst massive dismiss-
als in IT and retail. But 
railways minister Ash-
wini Vaishnav released a 
report projecting India as 
a $26 trillion economy in 
2047! ADVERTISING 
On August 15, 2018, 
Modi thundered from the 
Red Fort that India would 
send astronauts to space 
before Independence 
Day, 2022. The Depart-

ment of Space’s alloca-
tion was was hiked 23% 
and ISRO came under 
tremendous pressure to 
fulfil the PM’s promise. 
The deadline passed, and 
the hiatus between the 
PM’s dreams and India’s 
capabilities was realised. 
At Gondia on April 4, 
2019, Modi promised to 
double farmers’ incomes 
by August 15, 2022. He 
said the government 
was already giving Rs 
75,000 per year to 12 
crore farmers under the 
Kisan Samman Yojana. 
As the deadline passed, 
agitating farmers ridi-
culed the claim. At Gon-
dia, Modi also coined 

a new name for the op-
position: “tukde-tukde 
gang”. In Doha on Febru-
ary 12, 2018, the PM said 
the 508 km Sabarmati-
Mumbai bullet train, his 
dream project, would be 
a reality before August 
15, 2022. His rail min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnav 
says a ‘curtailed run’ of 
the bullet train between 
Surat and Billimora was 
likely by 2026, four 
years after Modi’s dead-
line. On July 28, 2018, 
Modi flamboyantly an-
nounced a house for ev-
ery Indian by 2022 ― 54 
lakh houses new units in 
urban areas and 1 crore 
in rural areas. The hous-

ing shortage remains. “I 
promise to provide 24×7 
electricity to every home 
in India when the country 
celebrates its 75th Inde-
pendence Day in 2022,” 
Modi told school stu-
dents on Teacher’s Day. 
The pledge is nowhere 
near realisation. In July 
2014, two months after 
taking over as PM, Modi 
declared: “We will build 
100 smart cities outfitted 
with high-tech communi-
cation capabilities… cit-
ies in the past were built 
on riverbanks. New ones 
will be along highways 
and based on the avail-
ability of next generation 
infrastructure.” A week 
earlier, he had announced 
an additional $1.2 billion 
investment for the sector, 
with fundings from pri-
vate sources and abroad. 
Based on this, McKinsey 
had projected that India 
would add a Mumbai 
every year, in terms of 
commercial and residen-
tial space. Thrilled at the 
business prospects, Sin-
gapore and Japan offered 
anticipatory aid. The UK 
foreign minister offered 
GBP 1 billion in credit. 
Modi’s smart city dream 
was modelled on Dhol-
era, a languishing project 
in Gujarat propped up by 
private investment and 
real estate support. As 
early as 2014, the Guard-
ian reported scathingly 
on ‘India’s Smart City 
Craze: Big, Green and 
Doomed from the Start?’ 
Another study in India 
found Modi had promised 
to build 100 new smart 

cities in five years, but 
nine months to deadline, 
only 30% of funds were 
released. On the ground, 
the backlash of the Brij 
Bhushan Sharan Singh 
scandal at the Wrestling 
Federation of India looks 
more damaging than was 
thought earlier. The ba-
hubalis need the ruling 
party’s protection and the 
latter their vote banks. 
Singh, against whom 
there were 30 FIRs, has 
vote banks spread over 
three districts. Rape con-
vict Ram Rahim has been 
in and out of Haryana jail 
with chief minister M.L. 
Khattar’s open support. 
Noida’s Srikant Tyagi 
and the main accused in 
the Kanjhawala atrocities 
also claimed they were 
BJP activists. Recently, 
in BJP-ruled Haryana, 
the CM was forced to 
sack a minister charged 
with rape — because the 
victim went public and 
demanded action. Mis-
demeanours have surged 
across states, and the op-
position has been whip-
ping up a moral backlash 
against the BJP in, for 
instance, Betul, then in 
Chennai (see here and 
here), Uttar Pradesh (Un-
nao) and Jharkhand. This 
random sample illustrates 
the severity of the BJP’s 
image problem. And 
now, the PM has told the 
bahubalis to go easy on 
the minorities. Coupled 
with his broken promises 
and drifting flagship proj-
ects, it’s a fairly difficult 
problem for the BJP.

The Price of Opposition’s Silence on 
Matters Affecting Minorities

As we approach the 2024 
Lok Sabha election, it is 
clear to most that the more 
polarised Hindus and Mus-
lims become, the more 
powerful the ruling re-
gime’s majoritarian mind-
set becomes. The Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) is push-
ing for an electoral strategy 
where majoritarianism and 
polarisation reinforce each 
other in such a way that it 
yields unending electoral 
dividends for the party. Chi-
nese Construction of Wa-
terfalls in the building 350, 
- Travel Nfx 00:00 Previous 
PauseNext 00:14 / 03:02 
Unmute Settings Fullscreen 
Copy video url Play / Pause 
Mute / Unmute Report a 
problem Language Share 
Vidverto Player Among 
other things, majoritarian-
ism is linked to the anxieties 
of the majority community 
vis-à-vis the loss of privi-
leges; it works up a logic 
where not only the narrative 
of polarisation but also the 
counter-narrative against 
polarisation tends to further 
polarise. In other words, the 
counter-narrative is fixed in 
a way that it does not lead 
to critical thinking by the 
majority community and 
fresh negotiations between 
Hindus and Muslims, but 
further pushes and strength-
ens the same dominant pro-
cess of polarisation. The 
counter-narrative fails to 
challenge the dominant nar-
rative. Counter-narratives 
are projected in such a way 
that they gain a specified 
place and meaning that ma-
joritarian discourse assigns 
them. For the opposition 
parties, it is therefore not 

sufficient to have a mere 
counter-narrative but also 
its desired results of chang-
ing the mood and mindset of 
the majority community. As 
of today, we seem to have 
a counter-narrative with 
neither a realisation of its 
ineffectiveness, nor a plan 
for keeping these counter-
narratives from becoming 
counter-productive. With-
out this additional strategy, 
counter-narratives don’t 
seem to bother the BJP; in 
fact, they seem to encourage 
the party that sees counter-
narratives as strengthening 
the purpose of polarisation. 
Also read: Majoritarianism 
Has Turned the Populace 
Into an Ever-Ready Mob In 
a recent surprise interven-
tion, Arnab Goswami of the 
Republic news channel took 
to moral sermonising to op-
position parties about their 
failure to take a position 
against the release and gar-
landing of those convicted 
of raping Bilkis Bano. The 
Congress, Trinamool Con-
gress and Communist Party 
of India (Marxist), among 
others, have condemned the 
move. Leaders of the TMC 
and CPI(M) have moved 

Supreme Court with writ 
petitions against the re-
mission. The Aam Aadmi 
Party’s silence – aside from 
MLA Amanatullah Khan’s 
condemnation – has been 
brought up in analysis 
pieces. However, progres-
sive-secular activists are 
unhappy about political par-
ties’ failure to wholeheart-
edly raise the pitch against 
the decision and subsequent 
celebration. The political 
parties perhaps feel that 
condemning the criminal-
ity of rape is giving an easy 
pass to the BJP and will 
mean that they are falling 
into the very ‘trap’ the saf-
fron party has set to fix the 
polarising narrative before 
the assembly elections in 
Gujarat later this year. Si-
lence has become a conve-
nient way for ‘secular’ par-
ties to avoid polarisation so 
that other social, economic 
and governance related is-
sues can be debated, which 
is where they think the BJP 
will be on the back foot. 
What the silence of the op-
position parties is doing is 
allowing the BJP-RSS to 
also occupy the space of 
the counter-narrative. Op-

position parties, with their 
silence on issues involving 
brutalities against Muslims, 
might be able to avoid an 
immediate polarisation, 
which may yield electoral 
dividends, but they are 
missing a larger social shift 
that will also have impact 
on electoral outcomes, in 
a much more substantive 
sense. Silence carries the 
danger of making opposi-
tion parties look redundant 
and irrelevant – the kind of 
crisis the Congress is cur-
rently witnessing and one 
that the BJP is now trying to 
push unto the regional par-
ties. Parties such as the AAP 
are maintaining a silence on 
Muslim-related issues, such 
as the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act (CAA) and the 
Bilkis Bano case, and con-
testing solely on issues of 
governance, education and 
health related welfare. The 
BJP realises that the AAP’s 
only source of relevance 
and strength is welfare; 
therefore the recent attack 
on welfare as ‘revdi culture’ 
by Prime Minister Modi. 
Also read: Revdinomics 
Isn’t About the Economy, 
Stupid What the strategy of 
silence does is allow the rul-
ing regime to also claim the 
space of reconciliation be-
tween religious communi-
ties. Not only do they polar-
ise, they project themselves 
as ‘saviours’ from majori-
tarian violence; a classic 
strategy that police forces 
generally use while employ-
ing ‘third-degree’ methods. 
They inflict the torture but 
also offer the way out with 
sweet talk; while one officer 
tortures.

Nationalism and Patriotism: Words of 
‘Unstable and Explosive Content’

For a liberal polity, we 
need a clear understand-
ing of what constitutes 
patriotism and nation-
alism in the context of 
the core values of the 
Indian Constitution. We 
the Peoples of the United 
Nations live as citizens 
in nation states (except 
those under foreign oc-
cupation). Citizenship 
implies national obli-
gations. It necessitates 
adherence to, and affec-
tion for, the nation in all 
its rich diversity. This is 
what nationalism means, 
and should mean, in a 
global community of na-
tions. Liberal national-
ism “requires a state of 
mind characterised by 
tolerance and respect of 
diversity for members 
of one’s own group and 
for others”; hence it is 
“polycentric by defini-
tion” and “celebrates the 
particularity of culture 
with the universality of 
human rights, the social 
and cultural embedded-
ness of individuals to-
gether with their personal 
autonomy”. On the other 
hand, “the version of na-
tionalism that places cul-
tural commitments at its 
core is usually perceived 
as the most conservative 
and illiberal form of na-
tionalism. It promotes 
intolerance and arrogant 
patriotism.” Here con-
ceptual clarity is needed. 
Nationalism is often con-
fused with patriotism and 

used interchangeably. 
Both are words of “un-
stable and explosive con-
tent” as was pointed out 
by George Orwell in his 
essay ‘Notes on National-
ism’. Nationalism means 
identifying oneself with 
a single nation, placing it 
beyond good and evil and 
recognising no other duty 
than of advancing its in-
terests; patriotism, on the 
other hand, is devotion to 
a particular place or way 
of life without wishing to 
force it on others. What 
are, or could be, the im-
plications of nationalism 
and its variants for plu-
ralism and secularism? 
It is evident that both 
would be abridged since 
both require for their 
sustenance a climate of 
opinion and a state prac-
tice that eschews intol-
erance, distances itself 
from extremist and il-
liberal nationalism, sub-
scribes in word and deed 
to the constitution and its 

Preamble, and ensures 
that citizenship irrespec-
tive of caste, creed or ide-
ological affiliation is the 
sole determinant of Indi-
anness. Thus, patriotism 
is of its nature defensive 
— both militarily and 
culturally — and nation-
alism is inseparable from 
the desire for power. De-
cades earlier, Rabindra-
nath Tagore had called 
nationalism “a great 
menace” and described it 
as “one of the most pow-
erful anaesthetics that 
man has invented”. He 
had expressed himself 
against “the idolatry of 
the nation”, an “ideologi-
cal poison” that has no 
hesitation in transcending 
and transgressing indi-
vidual rights. In our plu-
ral, secular democracy, 
therefore, the ‘other’ is 
to be none other than the 
‘self’. Any derogation of 
it would be detrimental to 
its core values. A study of 
recent Election Manifes-

tos of the BJP is, there-
fore, instructive. The 
2009 manifesto spoke 
about “the civilisational 
consciousness of India 
(that) not only accepts di-
versity but respects it and 
even more celebrates it. 
Hindu or Bharatiya view 
of life seeks unity in di-
versity.” The 2014 mani-
festo spoke of “the civili-
sational consciousness of 
India”. The 2019 Sank-
alp Patra asserted, “This 
election is not between 
two political parties; 
rather, it is an election 
to dissipate the negativ-
ity that makes us oblivi-
ous to our glorious past 
and our cultural roots 
and values … The elec-
tion is to defeat dynasti-
cism, casteism, commu-
nalism and corruption 
so that India’s democ-
racy can be infused with 
greater strength.” One 
consequence of it was 
the much-lauded acts of 
vandalism presented as 
“cultural regeneration”. 
Its result will be to trans-
form our political culture 
from an open democratic 
diversity to a narrow 
formalisation of democ-
racy and openness. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and BJP president Amit 
Shah at the party mani-
festo release. To s u m 
up, the challenge to our 
liberal polity is both ideo-
logical and practical. The 
latter can be countered by 
a corrective.
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Here’s How Spy Balloons Operate, 
What They Can Be Used For

US officials said on 
Thursday that a Chinese 
“surveillance balloon” 
has been flying over the 
United States for several 
days. Using high-altitude 
balloons for spying and 
other military missions 
is a practice that dates 
to the middle of the last 
century. Here is what is 
known about how they 
operate and what they can 
be used for: ADVERTIS-
ING During World War 
2, the Japanese military 
tried to loft incendiary 
bombs into US territory 
using balloons designed 
to float in jet stream air 
currents. No military tar-
gets were damaged, but 
several civilians were 
killed when one of the 
balloons crashed in an 
Oregon forest. Just after 
World War 2, the U.S. 
military started exploring 
the use of high-altitude 
spy balloons, which led 
to a large-scale series of 
missions called Project 

Genetrix. The project 
flew photographic bal-
loons over Soviet bloc 
territory in the 1950s, 
according to government 
documents. Such bal-
loons typically operate 
at 80,000-120,000 feet 
(24,000-37,000m), well 
above where commer-
cial air traffic flies - air-
liners almost never fly 
higher than 40,000 feet. 
The highest-performing 
fighter aircraft typically 
do not operate above 
65,000 feet, although spy 

planes such as the U-2 
have a service ceiling of 
80,000 feet or more. The 
advantages of balloons 
over satellites include 
the ability to scan wide 
swathes of territory from 
closer in, and to be able 
to spend more time over 
a target area, according 
to a 2009 report to the 
US Air Force’s Air Com-
mand and Staff College. 
Unlike satellites, which 
require space launchers 
that cost hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars, balloons 

can be launched cheaply. 
The balloons are not di-
rectly steered, but can be 
roughly guided to a tar-
get area by changing al-
titudes to catch different 
wind currents, according 
to a 2005 study for the 
Air Force’s Airpower Re-
search Institute. The US 
military has tracked other 
spy balloons in recent 
years, including before 
President Joe Biden’s ad-
ministration, according 
to a senior US defence 
official

Washington: The US 
House of Representa-
tives voted Thursday 
to oust a controversial 
Democrat from a power-
ful committee over anti-
Semitic comments, in a 
move seen by her party 
chiefs as revenge for 
their previous removal 
of far-right Republicans. 
ADVERTISING Former 
Somali refugee Ilhan 
Omar, the third Demo-
crat to be stripped of 
committee assignments 
by Republicans this year, 
has made several com-
ments critical of Israel 
since 2012 that were con-
demned on all sides. “I 
am a Muslim, I’m an im-
migrant and, interesting-
ly, I’m from Africa,” the 
40-year-old Minnesota 
progressive said in a de-
fiant floor speech ahead 
of her removal from the 
Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee. “Is anyone surprised 
that I’m being targeted? 
Is anyone surprised that 
I am somehow deemed 
unworthy to speak about 

American foreign pol-
icy?” The roughly par-
ty-line vote came after 
Speaker Kevin McCar-
thy, the top Republican 
in Congress, kept a cam-
paign promise to deny 
seats on the prestigious 
the Intelligence Com-
mittee to Adam Schiff, 
the panel’s last Demo-
cratic chairman, and Eric 
Swalwell. McCarthy has 
argued that Democrats 
created a “new stan-
dard” when they were 
in control by ousting 

Republicans Marjorie 
Taylor Greene and Paul 
Gosar from committees 
after they promoted vio-
lence against political 
opponents. Omar, one 
of two Muslim women 
in Congress, apologized 
in 2019 for suggesting 
Republican support of 
Israel was fueled by do-
nations from a pro-Israeli 
lobby group. Democrats, 
who were then in power 
in the House, initially 
mulled supporting a 
resolution to admonish 

her, but settled on text 
condemning anti-Semi-
tism that didn’t mention 
her by name. Five years 
earlier, before entering 
Congress, she said Is-
rael had “hypnotized the 
world,” and urged people 
to open their eyes to the 
US ally’s “evil doings.” 
She has since said she 
was unaware at the time 
of her remarks of the 
anti-Semitic tropes that 
invoke Israelis hypnotiz-
ing people and connect 
Jews to money. House 

Democratic minority 
leader Hakeem Jeffries 
told a news conference 
ahead of the vote that 
Omar’s comments had 
already been dealt with. 
“So this is not about ac-
countability. It’s about 
political revenge,” he 
said. The Democrats -- 
supported by a handful 
of Republicans -- voted 
in 2021 to punish Greene 
for incendiary statements 
including repeated sup-
port for executing promi-
nent Democrats. Gosar’s 
censure came after he 
posted an animated vid-
eo manipulated to show 
him killing a left-wing 
congresswoman. Both 
have spoken at a white 
nationalist conference, 
and Greene apologized 
in 2021 for comparing 
mask-wearing rules in 
the US Capitol to the 
Holocaust. The pair were 
given committee assign-
ments after Republicans 
took back the House last 
month.

Winter Storm Hits Texas, West 
Virginia, Several Other US States

New Delhi: Airlines can-
celed over 1,800 flights 
in the United States on 
Wednesday, after an ice 
storm hit states from 
Texas to West Virginia. 
A total of 1,897 flights 
within, into or out of the 
United States were can-
celed, while 750 flights 
were delayed as of 8.41 
a.m. ET, according to 
the flight-tracking web-
site FlightAware. “This 

week’s winter storm is 
having an impact on our 
operations, accounting 
for a significant number 
of cancelations,” Ameri-
can Airlines Group Inc 
(AAL.O) said in a state-
ment, adding that it pro-
actively canceled flights 
and notified passengers. 
The Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) 
on Tuesday warned 
in a tweet that travel-

ers could expect to see 
some snowy conditions 
in certain areas including 
Dallas, Fort Worth and 
Memphis, which could 
delay certain flights. 
“The ongoing winter 
storm will continue to 
bring hazardous impacts 
to North and Central Tex-
as through at least early 
Thursday morning,” the 
U.S. National Weather 
Service said in its Dal-
las-Fort Worth, Texas 
area forecast discussion. 
Fort Worth, Texas-based 
American led the cancel-
lations with nearly 800 
flights, while low-cost 
carrier Southwest Air-
lines Co (LUV.N) fol-
lowed with cancelling 
501 flights. Southwest 
did not immediately re-
spond to a Reuters re-
quest for comment. The 
latest cancellations come 
nearly a month after 
Southwest faced U.S. 
government backlash for 
canceling 16,700 flights 
over the holidays, as bad 
weather overwhelmed its 
crew scheduling system.

Amid Crisis, Pak PM Invites Imran 
Khan To All-Party Meet

Thousands in Spain Gather at 
Church to get Their Pets Blessed

MADRID: A video 
showing hundreds of pet 
owners in Spain gather-
ing at a church to get their 
pets blessed by priests 
has gone viral on social 
media. The gathering 
took place on January 17 
to celebrate the Day of 
St Anthony, who is con-
sidered to be the patron 
saint of animals. January 
17 is celebrated in Spain 
every year and it draws a 
large number of believ-
ers coming together to 
honour the patron saint 
of animals and get their 
pets blessed. On this day, 
people come with their 
cats, dogs, hamsters, and 
every other kind of do-
mestic pet and get them 
blessed by priests. Going 
by the tradition, this year 
too, several pet own-
ers flocked to a church 
with their furry friends.
Adorable videos of the 
animals being blessed 

by priests in Madrid to 
mark St. Anthony’s Day 
have since become viral 
on the internet. In one 
such video, some priests 
can be seen blessing pets 
including dogs, cats, tur-
tles, and even ferrets with 
their holy water. A pet 
owner, whose greyhound 

is named Rita, says that 
they have come from the 
neighborhood and, every 
year, they bring their dog 
to St Anthony to seek his 
blessings.”I don’t think 
it is of much help, but it 
is an old Madrid tradi-
tion and we like to keep 
it alive,” the pet lover 

says in the video. Some 
of those who attended 
the event said that they 
prayed to St Anthony for 
their pets’ good health. 
Another woman can be 
seen saying, “I came 
here because I am very 
excited, especially, about 
meeting Father Angel. 
We came here this year 
because Max had a se-
rious problem, it was 
a promise we made to 
Saint Anthony and I’m 
so happy and pleased that 
he came to get anointed 
by him.” The video of 
pets receiving blessings 
from priests in Spain has 
evoked a good response 
from Twitter users and 
has been widely shared. 
January 17 - the Feast 
Day of St. Anthony - is 
one of the important re-
ligious holidays in Spain. 
It is believed that St. 
Anthony was an animal 
lover.

slamabad: Amid a severe 
threat of terrorism and 
distressing economic and 
political situations, with 
no signs of respite soon, 
Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif has in-
vited Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf (PTI) Chairman Im-
ran Khan to an all-party 
conference (APC) set to 
take place in Islamabad 
on February 7, reported 
Geo News. The APC is 
aimed at finding solutions 
to surmount the daunting 

economic and political 
crises in Pakistan. The 
prime minister seeks to 
bring heads of all politi-
cal parties on the table so 
they can figure out ways 
to address “important 
national challenges”, In-
formation Minister Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb said in 
a statement. The prime 
minister, according to the 
statement, has also in-
vited two representatives 
from the PTI to partici-
pate in the Apex commit-
tee meeting -- scheduled 
for today (Friday) in 
Peshawar, reported The 
News International. In 
this regard, she said, 
Federal Minister Ayaz 
Sadiq has begun contact-
ing top PTI leaders -- in-
cluding former National 
Assembly speaker Asad 
Qaiser and ex-defence 
minister Pervez Khat-
tak -- and asked them to 

participate in the upcom-
ing meetingt. During the 
committee’s meeting, all 
stakeholders -- police, 
Rangers, officials from 
intelligence agencies, 
and others -- will par-
ticipate, according to the 
minister. The invitation 
is a major development 
as the Pakistan Demo-
cratic Movement (PDM)-
led government and the 
PTI have always been at 
loggerheads over almost 
all national issues, since 
Khan’s ouster from the 
PM Office, reported Geo 
News. The meeting will 
discuss Monday’s Pe-
shawar suicide bombing, 
ways to root out terror-
ism, and the upgradation 
of the police and coun-
ter-terrorism department 
(CTD). On January 30, 
a suicide bombing at a 
mosque in the Peshawar 
Police Lines area.

Ex UK PM Boris Johnson’s Brother Resigns 
As Director Of Adani-Linked Firm

London: Lord Jo John-
son, younger brother 
of former British prime 
minister Boris Johnson, 
has resigned his non-
executive directorship of 
a UK-based investment 
firm linked with the now-
withdrawn Adani Enter-
prises Follow-on Public 
Offer (FPO). ADVER-
TISING ‘The Financial 
Times’ newspaper ref-
erenced UK Companies 
House records to reveal 
that 51-year-old Lord 
Johnson had been ap-
pointed as a director of 
London-based Elara Cap-

ital Plc in June last year 
and resigned on Wednes-
day, the day when the Ad-
ani Group announced the 
withdrawal of the FPO. 
Elara, which described 
itself as a capital markets 
business raising funds for 
Indian corporates, was 
among the bookrunners 
on the FPO. Mr Johnson 
insisted he has been as-
sured of the company’s 
“good standing” and has 
stepped down due to his 
own lack of “domain 
expertise”. “I joined the 
board of Elara Capital, an 
India-focused investment 

firm based in London, as 
an independent non-ex-
ecutive director last June 
in the hope of making a 
contribution to UK-India 
trade and investment ties, 
which I have long sup-
ported and co-written a 
book about,” Jo Johnson 
said in a statement after 
news of his resignation 
was announced by the 
newspaper. “I have con-
sistently received assur-
ances from Elara Capital 
that it is compliant with 
its legal obligations and 
in good standing with 
regulatory bodies. At the 
same time, I now rec-
ognise that this is a role 
that requires greater do-
main expertise in spe-
cialised areas of financial 
regulation than I antici-
pated and, accordingly, 
I have resigned from the 
board,” said Mr Johnson, 
a House of Lords peer. 
According to the news-
paper, it is Elara’s asset 
management business 

that is under the spot-
light after US short-seller 
Hindenburg Research 
linked Mauritius-based 
funds run by the London 
firm with Adani Group 
companies. The Adani 
Group has categorically 
denied Hindenburg’s ac-
cusations, calling them a 
“malicious combination 
of selective misinforma-
tion and stale, baseless 
and discredited allega-
tions”. Raj Bhatt, Elara 
Capital’s chief executive 
and founder, referred the 
newspaper’s request for 
comment to its compli-
ance officer, who is yet 
to respond. Meanwhile, 
the company’s website 
notes that Bhatt founded 
Elara Capital Plc in 2002 
primarily as a capital 
markets business, rais-
ing funds for Indian cor-
porates through “GDR’s 
[global depository re-
ceipt], FCCB’s. [foreign 
currency.

Democrat Ilhan Omar ousted from House Foreign 
Affairs Committee for her anti-Semitic comments
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Fursat, an Apple Film Shot on iPhone 14 
Pro, Released on YouTube

Fursat, a short film shot 
on iPhone 14 Pro, is 
now available to watch 

on YouTube. Apple has 
shared the film, directed 
by Vishal Bhardwaj, 

on the video streaming 
platform on February 
3. The film Fursat star-

ring Ishaan Khatter and 
Wamiqa Gabbi has been 
describe by Apple as ‘a 
magical story about a 
man so obsessed with 
controlling the future 
that he risks losing what 
he holds most precious 
in the present.’ The short 
film lasts for around 30 
minutes. Apple took to 
YouTube to release the 
short film Fursat, which 
has been shot on iPhone 
14 Pro, on its official 
channel. The movie has 
been directed by National 
Award-winning director 
Vishal Bhardwaj, nar-
rating a story of a man 
named Nishant who gets 
his hands on an ancient 
relic called Doordarshak 
that tells him the future. 
Fascinated by the pre-
dictions, Nishant gets 
intrigued to find out the 
mechanics behind the 
working of the Doordar-
shak. However, in the 
process, he even loses 
the love of his love on 
the day of their engage-
ment. Fursat, the short 

film, can be watched 
online here: Play Video 
The short film has been 
shot using the iPhone 14 
Pro, which was launched 
by the Cupertino-based 
giant in September last 
year. The smartphone 
carries 48-megapixel 
main camera with sec-
ond-generation sensor-
shift optical image stabi-
lisation. Alongside, it has 
a 12-megapixel telephoto 
camera and a 12-mega-
pixel ultra-wide sensor. 
iPhone 14 Pro comes 
with surgical-grade 
stainless steel body. The 
smartphone supports a 
6.1-inch Super Retina 
XDR Always-On OLED 
display. The Pro models 
also offers up to 2,000 
nits of peak brightness. 
The handset was under 
limelight last year for its 
faulty camera features. 
The users complained 
that the camera was tak-
ing four to five seconds 
to open after the app icon 
was tapped.

Infinix Zero Book series to go 
on sale today in India

Infinix launched the Zero 
Book series last month in 
the Indian market. The 
laptop series comes pow-
ered by 12th-generation 
Intel processors and has 
Iris Xe integrated GPUs. 
It also has the Overboost 
switch for utilizing the 
maximum performance 
from the machine. Also 
Read - Infinix Zero 5G 
2023 series to launch in 
collaboration with Mar-
vel’s Ant-Man and the 
Wasp: Quantumania 
Starting today, the laptop 
series will go on sale in 
the country. The series 
starts at Rs 49,990. Also 
Read - Infinix Zero Book 
series with up to Intel 
Core i9 processor de-
buts in India Infinix Zero 
Book series first sale: In-
dia price, availability The 
Zero Book series has four 
different configurations 
to choose from. Follow-
ing are its prices. Also 
Read - Infinix Note 12i 
with a 6.7-inch AMO-
LED display goes on sale 
in India: Check details 
Infinix Zero Book Core 
i5 model – Rs 49,990. In-

finix Zero Book i7 model 
– Rs 64,990. Infinix Zero 
Book Ultra Core i9 – 
Rs 79,990. Infinix Zero 
Book Ultra Core i9 – Rs 
84,990. The Zero Book 
series can be purchased 
in the lone Grey color 
from Flipkart. The sale 
will commence at 12 PM 
on the platform. Infinix 
Zero Book series specifi-
cations and features The 
Zero Book series comes 
with a metal body design 
and has a Grey-colored 
finish. It has a Meteorite 
Phase design on the back, 
and the Zero branding on 
the back glows when the 
laptop is in use. All lap-
tops in the series feature 
a 15.6-inch IPS display 
with a Full-HD resolu-

tion of 1080 x 1920 pix-
els. It has 400 nits of peak 
brightness, 100 percent 
sRGB color gamut, and 
72 percent NTSC color 
space. It comes with a fin-
gerprint sensor offering 
added security. The va-
nilla Zero Book has two 
chip variants – Intel Core 
i5-12500H and Core i7-
12700H, both paired with 
16GB of LPDR5 RAM 
and 512GB of NVMe 
PCIe 4.0 SSD storage. On 
the other hand, the Zero 
Book Ultra has two RAM 
variants. The Ultra laptop 
is powered by the Intel 
Core i9-12900H pro-
cessor. The laptops will 
come with 16GB/32GB 
of LPDDR5 RAM and 
512GB/1TB.

Jio True 5G Services Launched in 10 Cities 
Across Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh

Reliance Jio on Monday 
announced the launch 
of its True 5G services 
across 10 cities — Agra, 
Kanpur, Meerut, Praya-
graj, Tirupati, Nellore, 
Kozhikode, Thrissur, 
Nagpur, Ahmednagar. 
Jio said its users in these 
cities would be invited 
to the Jio Welcome Of-
fer, to experience unlim-
ited data at up to 1Gbps 
speeds, at no additional 
cost, starting from Mon-
day. These cities are in 
Uttar Pradesh, Andhra 
Pradesh, Kerala and Ma-
harashtra. Jio spokesper-

son said the company 
has stepped up the speed 
and intensity of True 5G 
rollout across the nation 
Airtel Expands Its 5G 
Network Rollout Select 
Areas in Rohtak, Hissar 
“We are proud to roll out 
Jio True 5G services in 
these 10 cities across four 
states. We have stepped 
up the speed and inten-
sity of True 5G rollout 
across the nation because 
we want every Jio user 
to enjoy the transforma-
tional benefits of Jio True 
5G technology in the new 
year 2023. These newly 

launched True 5G cities 
are important tourism and 
commerce destinations 
as well as key education 
hubs of our country,” 
the spokesperson said. 
A company release said 
True 5G has a threefold 
advantage because of its 
standalone 5G architec-
ture with advanced fifth-
generation mobile sys-
tem (5G) network with 
its zero dependency on 
4G network, the largest 
and best mix of 5G spec-
trum across 700MHz, 
3500MHz, and 26GHz 
bands and its carrier ag-
gregation that seamlessly 
combines these 5G fre-
quencies into a single 
robust “data highway.” 
Recently, Reliance also 
announced the roll out of 
Jio True 5G in Gwalior, 
Jabalpur, Ludhiana and 
Siliguri. Reliance’s 5G 
services.

Samsung to Manufacture Flagship Galaxy S23 
Smartphones in India for Local Market

    Korean smart de-
vices maker Samsung 
on Thursday said it will 
manufacture premium 
Galaxy S23 smartphones 
in India to cater to the lo-
cal market requirements. 
The launch price of the 
Galaxy S23 series in In-
dia is in the range of Rs. 
75,000 to Rs. 1.55 lakh 
per piece. At present, 
Galaxy S Series smart-
phones are being manu-
factured at Samsung’s 
Vietnam factory and the 
company imports them 
for sale in India. “All 
Galaxy S23 smartphones 
sold in India will be 
manufactured at the com-
pany’s Noida factory. 
Samsung already fulfils a 
majority of the domestic 
demand in India through 
local manufacturing at 
the Noida factory. Sam-
sung’s decision to sell 
‘Made in India’ Galaxy 

S23 smartphones shows 
the company’s commit-
ment to India’s manufac-
turing and growth story,” 
Samsung said in a state-
ment. The development 
comes a day after Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman announced 
the removal of duty on 
the import of camera 
lenses, which is one of 

the key unique selling 
propositions of Galaxy S 
series smartphones. The 
company on Wednesday 
unveiled three models 
of Galaxy S23 smart-
phones, which come with 
high-end camera sensors. 
“Galaxy S23 Ultra comes 
with Samsung’s most ad-
vanced camera system, 
tailored for nearly any 

lighting conditions and 
engineered to render in-
credible detail. Galaxy 
S23 Ultra boasts a new 
200 MP Adaptive Pixel 
sensor that captures epic 
moments with incred-
ible precision,” the state-
ment said. Samsung has 
doubled the capacity of 
the main camera sensor 
in the Galaxy S23 Ultra 

series to 200 megapixels 
compared to the Galaxy 
S22 Ultra while retaining 
100 times space zoom 
along with 10 times op-
tical and digital zoom 
features. The phone will 
come with five sets of 
cameras with camera 
sensors in the range of 
12 megapixels to 200 
megapixels. Samsung 
has priced the Galaxy 
S23 series 27-30 per 
cent higher compared to 
Galaxy S22 Ultra smart-
phones. Galaxy S22 
smartphones launched 
last year were priced be-
tween Rs. 72,999 and Rs. 
1,18,999 per piece. The 
company said it has re-
corded 1.4 lakh bookings 
for Galaxy S22 smart-
phones even before the 
close of the pre-bookings 
on March 10, 2022.

Netflix introduces spatial audio for 
more titles, downloads on 6 devices

Netflix is introducing two 
new benefits for its premi-
um members that include 
spatial audio support for 
700 titles and an increase in 
the number of download de-
vices from four to six. The 
new titles that now come 
with support for spatial au-
dio include The Watcher, 
Wednesday, and Glass On-
ion: A Knives Out Mystery, 
and will be added to new 
titles as they’re released, 
including You, Your Place 
or Mine, Luther: The Fallen 
Sun, Tour de France and 
more. Also Read - Netflix 
introduces ‘Kids Mystery 
Box’ feature for Android 
users Netflix brings new 
features for premium users 
The spatial audio support in 

Netflix was introduced last 
year for select titles only. 
For the unversed, Netflix’s 
Premium plan already of-
fers 4K HDR video resolu-
tion without ads, the ability 
to watch and download se-
ries and films on four sup-
ported devices at a time, 
and more. Also Read - How 
to change your Netflix sub-
scription plan Spatial audio 
is enabled automatically 
when you are streaming 
a compatible TV show or 
movie using stereo audio. 
Notably, not all movies or 
TV seasons are available 
with spatial audio sup-
port. Also Read - Netflix, 
Bumble partner to launch 
‘Netflix Night In’ game to 
help users connect over TV 

shows As per the company, 
“Spatial audio is intended 
for built-in stereo speak-
ers on any device receiv-
ing a stereo stream. It also 
provides a more immersive 
experience on headphones. 
Spatial audio is primarily 
optimized for laptops and 
tablets. It’s also notice-
able on TVs (up close) and 
phones with stereo speakers 
(usually when in landscape 
mode).” Another feature 
introduced is that premium 
users will now be able to 
download content on six de-
vices instead of four. As per 
the blogpost, “With people 
more connected than ever 
through multiple devices.
, we’ve learned through re-
search that members would 
like the option to download 
Netflix series and films to 
watch offline on more de-
vices, particularly as they 
travel and switch between 
devices.” For the unversed, 
Netflix is expected to re-
lease its paid password 
sharing feature for all users 
in India. With this feature, if 
a subscriber adds an “extra 
member” outside the house-
hold will have to pay a cer-

How to search message by date on WhatsApp
Meta’s WhatsApp is con-
stantly receiving updates 
to make the platform bet-
ter. Several new features 
reach the beta stage for 
testing on Android and 
iPhones and then, they fi-
nally reach the public as a 
stable rollout. Also Read 
- WhatsApp is expected 
to release a feature to let 
users create calling short-
cuts One such feature that 
may be useful for What-
sApp users has arrived 
on iPhones. WhatsApp’s 
latest update on iPhones 
brings the ability to search 
messages by date. This 
means instead of scrolling 
all the messages of up to 
last year, you can simply 
jump to the date or year. 
Also Read - WhatsApp is 
increasing the character 
limit for group subject, description While 
the feature is available for some time for 
iOS users, not many know about it. In this 
article, we’ll show how you can ‘search 
message by date on WhatsApp’. Also Read 
- WhatsApp working on message reactions 
within community announcement group 
Search message by date on WhatsApp Be-

fore we get started, do note that the feature 
is yet to reach Android devices. So if you are 
an Android phone owner, this article isn’t 
for you. However, you can note the steps 
since it is expected to be released for An-
droid phones soon. Prior to reading the steps 
below, make sure that the WhatsApp version 
on your iPhone is the latest. The latest ver-

sion of WhatsApp on iOS 
is 23.1.75. With that said, 
let’s see all the steps. Step 
1: After updating What-
sApp, open the app. Step 
2: Open the chat, in which 
you want to search mes-
sages by date. Step 3: Tap 
on the name of the person 
at the top. Step 4: Tap on 
Search, which is located 
next to the Pay button. 
Step 5: Now, you can 
either search directly by 
typing in the keywords, 
or you can search older 
messages by date, month, 
and year. To do the lat-
ter, tap on the Calendar 
button just above your 
keyboard. Step 6: Select 
the date, month, and year. 
Step 7: Lastly, tap on 
Jump to Date. Once you 
follow the last step, you 

will be jumped to the specific date where 
you can read the conversation. If there’s no 
conversation for the selected date, the date/
month/year selector will be reset to the cur-
rent date. That’s how easily you can search 
messages by date on WhatsApp for iPhones. 
We expect the feature to reach Android de-
vices soon.
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Adani Group Shares Tank After Firm’s 
Late-Night Move To Cancel Share Sale

Mumbai: Under-fire bil-
lionaire Gautam Adani 
insisted Thursday that the 
fundamentals of his con-
glomerate were “strong” 
even as shares in its com-
panies plunged again af-
ter the group cancelled a 
multi-billion-dollar stock 
sale. Mr Adani’s empire 
has lost more than $100 
billion following explo-
sive allegations of ac-
counting fraud last week 
by US short-seller Hin-
denburg Research that 
the firm has rejected. The 
sale of shares in Adani 
Enterprises had been in-
tended to raise around 
$2.5 billion to help re-
duce debt levels -- which 
have long been a concern 
-- and broaden its share-
holder base. But small 

investors stayed away as 
the market price dropped 
below the offer range, 
and it was only fully 
subscribed after support 
from Abu Dhabi-based 
International Holding 
Company as well as, ac-
cording to Bloomberg 
citing unidentified sourc-
es, fellow Indian tycoons 
Sajjan Jindal and Sunil 
Mittal. Even so, Adani 
Enterprises’ share price 

plunged another 28.45 
percent in Mumbai on 
Wednesday. The trig-
ger was news that Swiss 
banking giant Credit 
Suisse had stopped ac-
cepting Adani bonds as 
collateral for loans it ad-
vances to private bank-
ing clients, Bloomberg 
reported. Adani Enter-
prises lost another 10 
percent, forcing trading 
to be suspended in its 

shares and several other 
Adani companies. The 
Adani Enterprises board 
said in a late-night state-
ment it had decided not 
to proceed with the share 
sale “in the interest of 
its subscribers” and all 
payments would be re-
funded. The firm said 
that going ahead with the 
issue “would not be mor-
ally correct”. Mr Adani 
himself issued a video 
statement on Thursday 
in which he insisted that 
the “fundamentals of 
our company are very 
strong, our balance sheet 
is healthy and assets ro-
bust”. The slide in Mr 
Adani’s personal wealth 
has seen him fall out 
of the top 10 real-time 
Forbes rich list and over-

FedEx Corp To Lay Off 10% Of 
Management Ranks

Memphis: FedEx Corp is 
laying off more than 10 
per cent of its global man-
agement staffers as the 
delivery company faces 
a shipping slowdown, the 
Wall Street Journal said. 
In an email to staff on 
Wednesday, Chief Exec-
utive Raj Subramaniam 
said the company was 
reducing the size of its 
officer and director ranks 
and consolidating some 
teams and functions. Ac-
cording to the Wall Street 
Journal (WSJ), the com-
pany declined to say how 
many jobs were being 
eliminated. The company 
has already trimmed its 
US workforce by 12,000 
since the start of the cur-
rent fiscal year in June 

2022, through regular 
attrition, a hiring freeze 
and other head-count 
initiatives, WSJ said. It 
had more than 550,000 
employees globally, ac-
cording to its most recent 
financial statement in De-
cember. “Unfortunately, 
this was a necessary ac-
tion to become a more 
efficient, agile organisa-
tion,” said Raj Subrama-
niam, adding that “It is 
my responsibility to look 
critically at the business 
and determine where we 
can be stronger by better 
aligning the size of our 
network with customer 
demand.”FedEx is the lat-
est large US corporation, 
from Microsoft to 3M, to 
announce plans to trim its 

workforce as businesses 
brace for slower econom-
ic growth this year and a 
pullback in spending by 
consumers and corpora-
tions, according to the 
financial newspaper. In 
September, FedEx said it 
was freezing hiring, clos-
ing 90 FedEx office loca-
tions, parking some cargo 
aircraft, reducing Sunday 
ground operations and 

closing five corporate 
offices to offset a sharp 
drop in package deliver-
ies. The company didn’t 
say at the time whether 
it was cutting staff. The 
company said in De-
cember that it continued 
to see weak demand for 
packages and that it had 
identified an additional 
$1 billion in cost savings, 
according.

The Benefits Of Selecting 
The New Tax Regime

The Union Budget 2023 
has provided a boost to 
the new income tax re-
gime by undertaking 
several measures that 
make it more attractive 
for taxpayers. The big-
gest impact however is 
likely to be from a non-
financial measure. The 
new tax regime will now 
be the default option. 
What this means is that 
if you do nothing, then 
the tax calculation will 
be as per the new regime. 
And if you want to stick 
to the old regime, then 
you will need to specify 
that you will stick to the 
old regime. This is a big 
change from the current 
system where the default 
is the old regime and 
only if you want to go to 
the new regime you have 
to make the change. The 
importance of this move 
is rooted in human be-
haviour because it has 
been proved that it is far 
difficult to get people to 
choose an option differ-

ent from what they have 
now. People tend to do 
nothing, so the default 
option becomes the auto-
matic choice. This simple 
switch will make the new 
tax regime being chosen 
more by taxpayers. To be 
sure, there are now sev-
eral other reasons for the 
attractiveness of the new 
tax regime. Standard de-
duction available For the 
salaried class plus those 
getting pension and fam-
ily pension, they have 
the benefit of a standard 
deduction under the old 
regime. The good news is 
that this becomes the only 
deduction that is carried 
over to the new regime. 
So a deduction which is 
reduction of the taxable 
income is available in 
the new tax regime too. 
Change of slabs ALSO 
READ “It’s Election 
Time”: Nitish Kumar’s 
Jibe At Proposed Income 
Tax Rebate “It’s Elec-
tion Time”: Nitish Ku-
mar’s Jibe At Proposed 

Income Tax Rebate Old 
Tax Regime And New 
Tax Regime Explained 
In 3 Scenarios Old Tax 
Regime And New Tax 
Regime Explained In 3 
Scenarios BJP To Hold 
Mega Budget Reach Out 
On Feb 4 And 5: Report 
BJP To Hold Mega Bud-
get Reach Out On Feb 4 
And 5: Report The exist-
ing slabs in the new tax 
regime are in blocks of ₹ 
2.5 lakh each, so the in-
come from ₹ 2.5 lakh to 
₹ 5 lakh is taxed at 5% 
and then the next block 
at 10% and so on. The 
blocks have now been re-
vised to ₹ 3 lakh each so 
the 5% slabs is for ₹ 3 to 
6 lakh. Then the 10% rate 
is for ₹ 6 to 9 lakh and 
so on. The tax impact is 
also now lower by a sig-
nificant amount. For ex-
ample a non salaried tax-
payer with ₹ 10 lakh in 
gross income taking ₹ 2 
lakh worth of deductions 
would pay ₹ 72,500 
without education cess in 
the old regime but only ₹ 
60,000 without education 
cess in the new regime 
under the new rates. eg-
l5ikq Rebate There is a 
rebate that is available 
under Section 87A of the 
Income Tax Act. This 
reduces the tax that you 
have to pay if the taxable 
income is below a certain 
limit.

India Will Become World’s Third Largest Economy By 2027-28: 
Ex NITI Aayog Chairman Arvind Panagariya

New York: Eminent 
economist Arvind Pan-
agariya has said India is 
on the cusp of returning 
to a high growth trajec-
tory and voiced confi-
dence that the country 
will become the world’s 
third-largest economy 
by 2027-28. Currently, 
India is the fifth-largest 
economy “so it’s an-
other five years. We are 
already in (the year) 
2023. So 2027-28, India 
should be the third-larg-
est economy,” Arvind 
Panagariya, Columbia 
University Professor and 
former Vice Chairman of 
NITI Aayog, told PTI in 
an interview here. A day 
before Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman pre-
sented the Union Budget 
on Wednesday, the Eco-
nomic Survey tabled in 
Parliament pegged In-
dia’s GDP growth at 6.5 
per cent in 2023-24. The 
International Monetary 
Fund’s World Economic 
Outlook update Tuesday 
said growth in India is 
set to “decline from 6.8 
per cent in 2022 to 6.1 
per cent in 2023 before 
picking up to 6.8 per 
cent in 2024, with resil-
ient domestic demand 
despite external head-
winds.” Last week, the 
UN said in its flagship 
World Economic Situa-
tion and Prospects 2023 
report that India is pro-
jected to grow at 6.7 per 
cent in 2024, the fastest-

growing.
 major economy in the 
world. Arvind Panagari-
ya said his reading of the 
Economic Survey is that 
the “narrative that comes 
across tells the story of a 
much stronger economy” 
than the one that is grow-
ing at 6.5 per cent. “My 
sense is that given where 
India stands currently, it 
should get back to 7% 
plus kind of growth rate,” 
he said. He added India 
is currently in a spot that 
it was in 2003 when the 
growth rate picked up to 
close to about 8 per cent 
and the country sustained 
that kind of rate for a 
few years. Outlining his 
reasons for high growth 
ahead, he said several re-
forms have been imple-
mented and weaknesses 
in the economy have 
been cleaned up during 
the COVID pandemic 
such as non-performing 
assets of banks and weak 
balance sheets of many of 
the big corporates. Not-
ing that balance sheets of 
banks and corporates are 
now pretty sound, he said 
“this is reflected in the 
investment proposals and 
investment commitments 
that are being made by 
many of the large corpo-
rates.” “We’re seeing this 
surge in both public and 
private investments, the 
fact that policy reforms 
have happened, lots of 
infrastructure has been 
built up. And the fact that 

there is an effective gov-
ernment in place, very 
credible (government),” 
Arvind Panagariya said. 
“A government which 
realises its strengths 
and which is I think the 
reason you don’t see a 
whole lot of populism in 
the budget, even though 
this is the last full bud-
get before parliamentary 
elections, tells you and 
makes me feel that India 
is on the cusp of returning 
to a high growth trajecto-
ry,” he said. India heads 
into general elections in 
2024. Panagariya added 
that India will “certain-
ly remain” the fastest-
growing major economy 
for several years to come. 
He projected that India 
would maintain about a 7 
per cent growth rate over 
these years and if the 
country takes measures 
to open up the economy 
further, particularly on 
the trade front with lib-

eralisation requiring “a 
good bit of knocking 
down of the customs 
duties”, then “we could 
get to easily 8 per cent.” 
He said the “rest of the 
strengths” for achieving 
this growth are present in 
the system. Some of the 
reforms that are ongoing 
need to be implemented, 
for instance, the labour 
law reform. “If we can 
do that, I absolutely have 
no doubt that we would 
sustain 7% and could in 
principle, I think, touch 
8 per cent.” Referring 
to the announcements in 
the budget, he said his 
expectations were “ful-
ly met”. “It’s Election 
Time”: Nitish Kumar’s 
Jibe At Proposed Income 
Tax Rebate “It’s Election 
Time”: Nitish Kumar’s 
Jibe At Proposed Income 
Tax Rebate Here’s How 
Budget’s 16% Duty Hike 
On Cigarettes Will Im-
pact Prices Here’s How 

Budget’s 16% Duty Hike 
On Cigarettes Will Im-
pact Prices BJP To Hold 
Mega Budget Reach Out 
On Feb 4 And 5: Report 
BJP To Hold Mega Bud-
get Reach Out On Feb 4 
And 5: Report On fiscal 
consolidation, the debt to 
GDP ratio had escalated 
to about 84 per cent as 
it stands currently after 
COVID because expen-
ditures had to be raised 
at the time and revenues 
took a hit, which led to 
very large fiscal deficits, 
leading to the accumula-
tion of debt, he said. “So 
we needed to get back 
to consolidation and the 
Finance Minister has 
made a good effort in 
that direction.” The re-
vised estimate for 2022-
23 for the fiscal deficit 
is at 6.4 per cent and the 
estimate for 2023-24 is 
now placed at 5.9%. “It’s 
a modest reduction in the 
fiscal deficit. But given 
the other features of 
the budget, I personally 
think that even that mod-
est reduction in the defi-
cit carries a good signal,” 
Panagariya said. He add-
ed that the Modi govern-
ment has been very suc-
cessful at implementing 
infrastructure projects on 
scale and at speed. The 
government has raised 
capital expenditure to 
3.3 per cent of GDP, as 
against 2.9 per cent of 
GDP this past year. 

BYJU’s Fires 1000 Employees, 
or 15% Staff Today

New Delhi: Online edu-
cation company Bjyu’s 
has announced to further 
cut 1000 jobs or 15% staff 
in the engineering roles, 
according to the media 
reports. Some people 
were laid off in every tech 
team in Byju’s on Febru-
ary 2, 2023 over emails-
BYJU’s is an online 

education giant in India, 
which was founded by 
BYJU Raveendran and 
his wife. Ed-tech unicorn 
BYJU’s had embroiled 
into the controversy af-
ter it roped in Football 
legend Lionel Messi as a 
global brand ambassador, 
days after laying off 2500 
employees to cut costs 

amid rising losses of the 
company.Over 80000 
employees in 258 tech 
companies have lost their 
jobs in the first month of 
2023, according the lay 
offs tracker website lay-
offs.fyi. January 2023 
saw the highest number 
of lay offs in a single 
month.

New Delhi: The Euro-
pean Central Bank is set 
for another large inter-
est rate increase to fight 
painfully high inflation 
even after the US Federal 
Reserve slowed its pace, 
a divergence that under-
lines Europe’s later start 
and could speed the eu-
ro’s rebound from recent 
lows against the dollar. 
ECB President Christine 
Lagarde has made clear 
that a rate hike of half a 
percentage point is in the 
offing at the bank’s meet-
ing Thursday and possi-
bly at the one after that, 
and possibly thereafter. 
The Bank of England 
also was expected to go 
big with a half-point hike 
Thursday, contrasting 
with the Fed’s decision 
Wednesday to slow its 

pace to a quarter-point. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like In-
dian citizens born before 
1981 may qualify for this 
compensation. ESCLAW 
Top Product Companies 
- Free Live Masterclass 
Scaler Academy The 
ECB started raising rates 
in July, four months af-
ter the Fed did, and from 
lower levels including 

below zero for one of its 
key benchmarks. That 
means Europe’s bank 
may have further to go 
before it feels rates are 
high enough to cool off 
inflation even though 
economic growth has 
slowed. Officials said 
at their last meeting in 
December that rates will 
need to rise significant-
ly to control inflation, 

which reached 8.5 per 
cent in the 20 countries 
using the euro in Janu-
ary. That is well above 
the bank’s target of 2 
per cent considered best 
for the economy. Market 
watchers will focus on 
Lagarde’s post-meeting 
news conference for any 
hints at how far the bank 
will go. Analysts say in-
creases are likely at the 
next two meetings. Infla-
tion is slowing in both the 
US and the eurozone but 
is still at levels that are 
unacceptable for central 
banks whose mandate is 
to keep price spikes un-
der control. The different 
pace of increases could 
have implications for the 
dollar, which has slid re-
cently from 20-year highs 
against the euro as mar-

kets begin to assume the 
Fed is nearing peak rates 
while the ECB is raising 
them fast. Rising rates in 
Europe increase returns 
on holdings priced in eu-
ros, hiking demand for 
the currency.
 and its exchange rate. 
Both central banks had 
been making unusu-
ally large increases of a 
half- or three-quarters 
of a point to quickly get 
on top of inflation. A 
stronger euro can help 
the ECB in its struggle 
against inflation by re-
ducing the costs of im-
ports, especially crude oil 
and fuels, because they 
are priced in dollars. An-
alysts at Berenberg bank 
said that as the rate gap 
between Fed and ECB 
narrows.

European Central Bank May Outdo Fed With Half-Point Interest
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Lionel Messi Breaks THIS Huge Record of 
Cristiano Ronaldo in PSG win Over Montpellier

World Cup winner Lionel 
Messi scored and Kylian 
Mbappé missed a twice-
taken penalty before 
getting injured as Paris 
Saint-Germain won 3-1 
at Montpellier to move 
five points clear at the 
top of the French league 
on Wednesday (Febru-
ary 1). Mbappé went 
down clutching his leg 
just under the right knee 
and limped off in the 21st 
minute — having ear-
lier missed a twice-taken 
penalty and blazed the re-
bound over an open goal 
on his second effort. It 

was unclear exactly what 
his injury was. Television 
cameras also caught him 
rubbing the back of his 
left thigh as he walked to 
the dressing room. PSG 
coach Christophe Galtier 
told broadcaster Canal 
Plus “he took a blow be-
hind the knee,” and then 
said at his news confer-
ence the injury does not 
appear serious. “Is it a 
bruise? We don’t know 
yet. It doesn’t look very 
serious,” Galtier said. 
“We’re not too worried.” 
The Argentina star Messi 
tucked home PSG’s sec-

ond goal with a typi-
cally neat finish in the 
72nd after being set up 
by Fabián Ruiz, who put 
PSG ahead in the 55th. 
It was Messi’s 697th 
goal in Top 5 European 
Leagues, surpassing the 
record of Cristiano Ron-
aldo and achieved in 84 
less games than the Por-
tugal star. Striker Arnaud 
Nordin pulled one back 
in the 89th and, with the 
home team pushing for-
ward, 16-year-old substi-
tute Warren Zaïre-Emery 
drove the ball home for 
3-1 in stoppage time 
with his first goal for the 
club. “It’s my first goal in 
the first division, so I’m 
very happy,” Zaïre-Em-
ery said after becoming 
PSG’s youngest scorer. 
The midfielder turns 17 
in March. WATCH high-
lights of PSG win here... 
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Defending champion 
PSG is five points ahead 
of Marseille, which won 
2-0 at Nantes to move 
one point ahead of Lens 
into second spot for the 
automatic Champions 
League place. Lens lost 
1-0 against Nice for their 
first home league defeat 
and second overall. PSG 
visits both Monaco and 
Marseille this month 
and is at Marseille in the 
French Cup, as well as 
takes on Bayern Munich 
in the first leg of their 
round-of-16 encounter in 
the Champions League 
on February 14. Earlier, 
Marseille extended its 
unbeaten run to 10 games 
overall. Marseille scored 
in the 58th when Nantes 
central defender Joao 
Victor put the ball into 
his own net when tack-
ling on-rushing.

ionel Messi Hints at International Retirement, 
in Doubt to Defend World Cup Title in 2026

Lionel Messi may be 
in doubt as to whether 
he’ll be still playing for 
Argentina at the 2026 
World Cup but he’s sure 
about one thing: he wants 
Lionel Scaloni to stay on 
as head coach until then, 
regardless. The 35-year-
old Messi led Argentina 
to the title in Qatar last 
December and wasn’t en-
tirely sure if his fifth trip 
to the World Cup would 
be his last. The next edi-
tion will take place in 
Mexico, Canada and the 
United States when Mes-
si is 39. Messi told news-
paper Olé in an interview 
published on Thursday 
(February 2) that he’d 
regularly said his age 
would make it difficult 
to play another World 
Cup. “I love playing soc-
cer, I love what I do and 
while I am feeling well 
and feel I am fit and con-
tinue to enjoy it, I will 
do it. But it seems to be 
too much until the next 

World Cup,” he told the 
newspaper. “I have to see 
where my career goes, 
what I will do. It depends 
on many things.” In the 
near future, he suggested 
he wants to play in next 
year’s Copa America in 
the US to help Argentina 
defend their title. “I will 
stay a little longer, I have 
to enjoy this,” he said. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
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Scaler Academy Scaloni 
is negotiating an exten-
sion of his contract with 
the Argentinian soccer 
federation and Messi 
thinks the coach should 
remain on the job. “He 
is very important for the 
national team,” Messi 
said. “To continue with 
this process would be 
spectacular.” Asked what 
it was like returning to 

his club París Saint Ger-
main after Argentina 
beat France on penalties 
to win the World Cup, 
Messi said he didn’t have 
deep discussions about it 
with his teammate Kyl-
ian Mbappé, the French 
striker. “One doesn’t 
want to speak and bring 
the topic of the final,” 
Messi said, recalling his 
own experience after los-
ing the 2014 World Cup 

final to Germany in Bra-
zil. “I was also on the 
other side, I lost a World 
Cup final and I didn’t 
want to talk about it. 
Truth is there is no prob-
lem with Kylian, quite on 
the contrary,” Messi said. 
Messi is set to play for 
Argentina in friendlies 
to be scheduled in Bue-
nos Aires in March to 
celebrate the team’s third 
World Cup title with their 

Wimbledon 2022 finalist Nick Kyrgios admits 
assaulting girlfriend, avoids conviction

ennis star Nick Kyrgios on 
Friday pleaded guilty to as-
saulting a former girlfriend, 
but avoided a conviction for 
what the magistrate called 
a “single act of stupidity”. 
The Canberra magistrate 
dismissed the assault charge 
against the 27-year-old Aus-
tralian player. Appearing in 
a Canberra court, the Wim-
bledon finalist admitted 
assaulting then-girlfriend 
Chiara Passari on January 
10, 2021, by pushing her 
to the ground after a heated 
argument. Passari lodged 
a complaint with police 10 
months later, after they had 
broken up, lawyers told the 
court. In a statement read to 
the court, Passari said she 
had been severely trauma-
tised by the incident, expe-
riencing severe weight loss, 
staying in bed day and night 
-- unable to sleep or form 
new romantic relationships.  
Lawyers for Kyrgios had 
appealed to have the charge, 
one count of common as-
sault, dismissed on mental 
health grounds, arguing it 
was an isolated incident 
and out of character. Psy-
chologist Sam Borenstein 
told the court Kyrgios suf-
fered from recurring major 
depression, which included 

black periods, thoughts of 
self harm, insomnia, agita-
tion and feelings of guilt. 
Borenstein said the tennis 
star had relied on alcohol 
and drugs as a means of 
coping, but was now mak-
ing progress in dealing with 
the issues. “As we speak 
now his mental health has 
improved significantly,” 
Borenstein said. Magistrate 
Beth Campbell heard that 
appeal but ultimately dis-
missed the charge. Camp-
bell said Kyrgios acted 
poorly but the offence was 
not planned or premeditated 
and was a “single act of 
stupidity” by a young man 
attempting to extricate him-
self from a tense situation. 
Kyrgios was said to have 
shoved Passari, who was 
preventing him from leav-
ing her Canberra apartment. 
“I do not record a convic-
tion against your name, I 
do not find any necessity to 
place you on a good behav-
iour bond,” Campbell said. 
Also read: Paris Olympics: 
Ukraine’s Elina Svitolina 
calls for ban on Russians 
and Belarusians - Squan-
dered talents? - Kyrgios had 
hobbled into court in Can-
berra with a pair of crutches 
and a brace on his knee, af-

ter suffering a “gruesome” 
injury that sidelined him 
at last month’s Australian 
Open. He was flanked by his 
current girlfriend Costeen 
Hatzi, an interior designer, 
and his mother Norlaila.  
Kyrgios, who has clashed 
with media in the past, did 
not speak to reporters on his 
way into the building. Can-
berra-born Kyrgios, known 
for his mercurial talent and 
on-court outbursts, has 
spoken publicly in the past 
about his battles with de-
pression and the pressures 
of global tennis fame. “I’m 
proud to say I’ve complete-
ly turned myself around and 
have a completely different 
outlook on everything, I 
don’t take one moment for 
granted,” he wrote on Ins-

tagram last year.  The case 
was adjourned in October, 
as Kyrgios prepared to 
play the Japan Open, so ex-
perts could prepare mental 
health reports for the court.  
“There’s only so much I can 
control and I’m taking all 
the steps and dealing with 
that off the court,” Kyrgios 
said from Tokyo at the time. 
Currently ranked 20th in 
the world, Kyrgios featured 
prominently in the first epi-
sode of Netflix’s new Break 
Point tennis documentary. 
The fan favourite won the 
Australian Open men’s 
doubles crown with close 
friend Thanasi Kokkinakis 
last year but was ruled out 
of this year’s tournament.
 before playing a match.  
His manager.

Manchester United player Mason Greenwood has 
rape, assault charges dropped against him

American MMA fighter Victoria Lee dies 
at 18 Ritu Phogat paid condolences

Victoria Lee, an Ameri-
can mixed martial arts 
(MMA) fighter, passed 
away at the age of 18; 
her sister Angela Lee 
announced the news on-
line. On December 26, 
the American competitor 
in One Championship 
passed away. Her cause 
of death, however, is un-
certain.On December 26, 

2022 our family experi-
enced something no fam-
ily should ever have to go 
through... It is incredibly 
difficult to say this... Our 
Victoria passed away,” 
Angela said. Victoria 
won three victories in 
her ONE career and most 
recently defeated Victo-
ria Souza in September 
2021 by second-round 

TKO. Chatri Sityodtong, 
the chairman and CEO 
of ONE Championship, 
paid respect to Victoria 
on social media. “I am 
heartbroken by Victoria 
Lee’s passing. I first met 
Victoria when she was 11 
years old. I watched her 
blossom over the years 
as a martial artist and a 
human being. She was an 
extraordinary martial arts 
prodigy even back then, 
but I could see that she 
was so much more than 
that. She wanted to use 
her life to help the world. 
I will always remember 
Victoria for the beauti-
ful and precious soul that 
she was. May you rest in 
peace, Victoria. We will 
all miss you,” Sityodtong 
said. “Unbelievable and 
Heartbreaking. Rest in 
peace my condolences 
to the Family,” India’s 
MMA fighter Ritu Pho-
gat also paid her condo-
lences on Victoria’s trag-
ic death.

Big Blow to PSG as Kylian Mbappe Ruled out for 3 
Weeks due to Thigh Injury

PSG have received a big 
blow in form of an injury 
to their star French strik-
er Kylian Mbappe which 
ruled him out for 3 weeks 
on Thursday, February 2. 
The PSG forward had to 
miss the second half of 
the Ligue 1 clash at Mont-
pellier after sustaining 
the injury in the match, 
which the club won 3-1 
on Wednesday, February 
1. Mbappe will miss the 
Bayern Munch tie in the 
Champions League as 
well as French Cup Last-
16 match vs Olympique 
de Marseille. Not to for-
get, PSG play 5 matches 
between February 4 and 
19 and Mbappe will be 
absent in all these games. 
“After undergoing tests, 
Kylian Mbappe suffered 
an injury to the left thigh 
at the level of the femoral 
biceps,” PSG said in club 
statement. Also Read | 
Kylian Mbappe become 
first-ever footballer to 

score 5 goals for PSG in 
one match, WATCH PSG 
defender Sergio Ramos 
is also injured but he has 
not yet been ruled out. 
The club said that Ra-
mos will undergo further 
tests on Thursday before 
a final call is taken over 
his fitness. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Indian citizens born 
before 1981 may qualify 
for this compensation. 
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lipaat PSG was awarded 
a penalty in the seventh 
minute via video replay 
when central defend-
er Christopher Jullien 
was adjudged to have 
pulled back Sergio Ra-
mos. Goalkeeper Ben-
jamin Lecomte saved 
Mbappe’s first effort and, 
after the referee ordered 
it to be re-taken, made an 
outstanding save to push 
Mbappe’s effort onto the 

right post. Mbappe some-
how missed an open goal 
when the rebound fell to 
him and he fired the ball 
high over the crossbar. 
The World Cup star went 
off midway through the 
first half moments after 
clutching his right leg 

below the knee following 
a challenge. TV cameras 
also showed him rub-
bing the back of his left 
thigh as he walked to the 
dressing room. Mbappe 
sat down and pointed 
to his leg following a 
challenge. He was sub-

stituted in the 21st and 
was able to walk off the 
field unimpeded despite 
staff members offering 
assistance. The veteran 
central defender Ramos 
went off injured after 
about 30 minutes. 

Manchester United strik-
er Mason Greenwood 
has had all charges of at-
tempted rape, assault and 
coercive control against 
him dropped, a little more 
than a year after his ar-
rest. Greater Manchester 
Police said all the judi-
cial proceedings against 
the 21-year-old had been 
discontinued. “Given the 
significant media cover-
age of this case, it is only 
fair that we share the news 
that the 21-year-old man, 
who had been arrested 
and charged in connec-
tion with an investigation 
opened in January 2022, 

no longer faces criminal 
proceedings in relation to 
this,” said Michaela Kerr, 
GMP’s head of Public 
Protection. The Crown 
Prosecution confirmed 
the decision, according to 
The Sun as key witnesses 
had withdrawn from the 
case. “We have a duty to 
keep cases under continu-
ous review. In this case a 
combination of the with-
drawal of key witnesses 
and new material that 
came to light meant there 
was no longer a realistic 
prospect of conviction,” 
said a spokesperson. The 
spokesperson added the 

decision had been ex-
plained to all parties in-
volved. “In these circum-
stances, we are under a 
duty to stop the case. We 
have explained our deci-
sion to all parties.” “We 
would always encourage 
any potential victims to 
come forward and report 
to police and we will 
prosecute wherever our 
legal test is met.” Read 
more: Mason Green-
wood’s girlfriend accuses 
Man Utd star of physi-
cal violence and sexual 
assault, shares pictures 
Why was Greenwood 
arrested? The footballer 
was arrested in January 
last year after being ac-
cused of rape and assault 
by his ex-girlfriend. She 
had taken to social me-
dia to release horrific 
pictures of bruises on her 
body and blood dripping 
out of her nose, caused 
allegedly by Greenwood. 
In an audio leaked by the 
ex-girlfriend, Greenwood 
could be allegedly heard 
threatening to kill her for 
refusing sex. After be-
ing arrested, Greenwood 

was let out on bail. He 
appeared in the court in 
November last year and 
a trial date had been set 
for November, later this 
year. Read more: Man-
chester United young-
ster Mason Greenwood 
released on bail after 
attempt to rape charge 
After the allegations sur-
faced, Greenwood was 
suspended by United but 
remains a player of the 
team, pending the judi-
cial process. However, 
Nike suspended and later 
terminated its sponsor-
ship deal with him while 
Electronic Arts (EA) con-
firmed his removal from 
active squads on its FIFA 
22 game. Greenwood last 
made an appearance for 
the Red Devils on Janu-
ary 22, 2022 against West 
Ham United. Since then, 
he has not been seen in 
any competitive action. 
So far, Greenwood has 
made 129 appearances 
for United, scoring 35 
goals in the process. He 
joined the United acad-
emy at the age of six.
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Fans Hail Yami Gautam’s Intense act 
as a Crime Reporter in ‘Lost’ Trailer

New Delhi: Yami Gau-
tam’s highly anticipated 
trailer of ‘Lost’ dropped 
today and it looks ex-
tremely intriguing and 
exciting. Just as the audi-
ence showered abundant 
love on her 2022 hits ‘A 
Thursday’ and ‘Dasvi’, 
‘Lost’ seems like it is go-
ing to be another good 
one from Yami Gautam. 
The actress has been one 
of the most consistently 
strong performers of Bol-
lywood, and this year is 
looks promising of qual-
ity content yet again as 
she will be seen in the 
investigative thriller, 
‘Lost’, action-comedy, 
‘Dhoom Dhaam’ and the 
suspense thriller, ‘Chor 
Nikal Ke Bhaga’ among 
others. Fans also seem to 
super excited to see their 
remarkable performer in 
a new film again as many 
took to their social media 
to hail the actress as they 
wrote, 

New Delhi: Dadasaheb 
Phalke awardee and re-
nowned director Kasin-
adhuni Viswanath passed 
away on late Thursday 
at a private hospital in 
Hyderabad. He was 92. 
The five-time national 
award winner was suffer-
ing from age-related ail-
ments. Many Bollywood 
and Tollywood celebri-
ties paid their tributes to 
the filmmaker. Fans are 
deeply saddened by the 
demise and are trend-
ing 3 hashtags on social 
media. Taking to his 
Twitter handle, `RRR` 
director SS Rajamouli 
wrote, “Your signature 
on Telugu Cinema &art 
in general will shine 
brightly forever (rest was 
written in a regional lan-
guage).” Jr NTR extend-
ed condolence and wrote, 
“Vishwanath holds a 
high place among those 
who spread the fame of 
Telugu cinema across 
the continents. He gave 
many incredible films 

like Shankarabharan 
and Sagara Sangam. 
The loss without him is 
never-ending. My deep-
est condolences to his 
family and may his soul 
rest in peace.” Megastar 
Chiranjeevi took to Twit-
ter, his pictures with the 
filmmaker and wrote, 
“Shocked beyond words! 
Shri K Viswanath ‘s loss 
is an irreplaceable void 
to Indian / Telugu Cine-
ma and to me personally! 
Man of numerous iconic, 
timeless films! The Leg-
end Will Live on! Om 
Shanti !!” Sharing pic-
tures of himself and late 
director K Viswanath, 
Anil Kapoor wrote, “K. 
Vishwanath Ji you taught 
me so much, being on set 
with you during Eeshwar 
was like being in a tem-
ple... RIP My Guru.” AR 
Rahman wrote, “Anjali 
tradition, warmth, heart, 
music, dance, love .....
your movies filled my 
childhood with humane-
ness and wonder!

 Shah Rukh Khan Replies To Author 
Paulo Coelho’s “King, Legend” TweetVijay Deverakonda Shares 

Pics From His Dubai Diaries

Vijay Deverakonda Shares Pics From His Dubai Dia-
ries Vijay Deverakonda in Dubai. (courtesy: thede-
verakonda) New Delhi: Vijay Deverakonda can’t get 
enough of Dubai. At least, that’s what his latest entry 
on Instagram says. The actor, who flew to the city ear-
lier this week, had a blast at a beach resort – Caesars 
Palace Dubai. Vijay, on Thursday, posted a bunch of 
photos of himself enjoying every moment in Dubai. 
The first snap features him posing against a quirky 
background decorated with neon lights. The actor is 

looking dashing in a white vest and blue den-
ims. In the next image, one can see Vijay De-
verakonda relishing the popular XL croissant 
of the hotel. Vijay Deverakonda also shared 
the stunning view of Dubai’s beaches and the 
vast Mediterranean sea from the balcony of 
his room. In the caption, he was all praise for 
the “beauty” of the resort. Check out his post 
here: ADVERTISING Before summing up his 
stay in Dubai, Vijay Deverakonda also shared 
a glimpse of his experience in the desert. He 
posted a video of himself driving on the sand 
dunes and wrote, “Dubai, you are always so 
much fun!” Apart from being an actor, Vi-
jay Deverakonda is also an entrepreneur. He 
owns a fashion brand named Rowdy Wear 
and recently became part-owner of a volley-
ball team, Hyderabad Black Hawks. The actor 
announced his latest venture in an Instagram 
post last month. He wrote, “I bought part of 
a sports team. The Hyderabad Blackhawks. 
A deadly fierce team! So happy to be part of 
this beautiful, pacy, explosive sport- Volley-
ball. We hope to make the Telugu states proud 

and win the Prime volleyball leagues 2023 season.” 
Vijay Deverakonda was last seen in Puri Jagannadh’s 
Liger, which was his Bollywood debut. In terms of 
his upcoming projects, he has Kushi, alongside Sa-
mantha Ruth Prabhu. It is their second film together 
after 2018’s Mahanati. Vijay Deverakonda will also 
be seen as a police officer in director Gowtam Tin-
nanuri’s next. Last month, the actor shared his first 
look from the film without revealing.

Aamir Khan, Salman Khan spend quality time 
together; picture goes viral

Priyanka Chopra hosts screening of Oscar 
shortlisted film ‘Chhello Show’ in Los Angeles

Priyanka Chopra is one such actress who always 

stays true to her roots. The 
‘Quantico’ actress, who 
never shies away from sup-
porting Indian cinema, re-
cently hosted a screening 
of the critically acclaimed 
Gujarati film ‘Last Film 
Show.’ The film, which is 
India’s official entry to the 
Oscars in 2023, has been 
shortlisted for the Oscars 
in the Best International 
Feature Film category. The 
screening hosted by Chopra 
at her LA mansion was at-
tended by lead actor Bhavin 
Rabari, director Pan Nalin, 

producer David Dubinsky, 
and others. AR Rahman’s 
Concert for Peace: Date, 
time, ticket price, venue, 
how to book tickets and 
more Dubinsky shared 
some snaps and videos 
from the intimate screening 
on his Instagram account. 
× He captioned the post as 
follows: “With Priyanka 
Chopra, actress, model, and 
producer (married to Nick 
Jonas) at the movie screen-
ing and reception of Last 
Film Show, a coming-of-
age drama.

Aamir Khan and Salman 
Khan seem to be in talks 
for a film soon, or so sev-
eral media reports claim. 
Fuelling those rumours 
is a picture that has sur-
faced on the internet fea-
turing the two Bollywood 
stars. In a picture, Salman 
Khan can be seen pos-
ing with Aamir’s family 
while the latter turns pho-
tographer. In the photo, 
he is seen with Aamir’s 
mother Zeenat.

New Delhi: Author 
Paulo Coelho, who has 
been a member of Shah 
Rukh Khan fan club for 
the longest time, gave a 
loud shout out to the ac-
tor in his latest tweet. 
On Thursday, the Brida 

author shared a video 
that was posted by SRK, 
showcasing the sea of 
love outside his Mumbai 
residence Mannat. The 
author wrote these words 
for SRK: “King. Leg-
end. Friend. But above 

all great actor. (for those 
who don’t know him in 
the West, I strongly sug-
gest “My name is Khan 
- and I am not a terror-
ist”).” SRK replied to 
the author’s tweet this 
morning and wrote: “You 

are always too kind my 
friend. Let us meet up 
sooner than soon! Bless 
you.” Check out SRK 
and Paulo Coelho’s Twit-
ter exchange here.

Veteran Filmmaker K Viswanath Dies at 92,
Bollywood to Tollywood- Celebrities Pay Tributes


