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Sisodia again writes 
to LG for approval on 

Finland file

Man Sent To Jail “Till 
Last Breath” Freed By 

Dehi High Court

‘Kitna Amrit Barsega 
Dekhna Baki Hai?’: 

AAP MP Sanjay Singh

Union Budget 2023 Highlights
How FM Sitharaman Checks Fiscal Deficit, Addresses Key Blocs In Run-Up To 2024 Polls

The year 2023 has eight assembly elections, including in the battleground states of Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, and Karnataka. These elections will 
set the tone for the 2024 general elections in which Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to seek reelection for the second time.

Delhi feb01: Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man presented her fifth 
Budget on Wednesday that 
sought to balance between 
fiscal responsibility with 
political imperatives. The 
year 2023 has eight assem-
bly elections, including in 
the battleground states of 
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, 
and Karnataka. These elec-
tions will set the tone for 
the 2024 general elections 
in which Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is set to 
seek reelection for the sec-
ond time. Therefore, Sith-
araman risked sliding into 
populism with the Budget 
2023-24 but she checked 
the fiscal deficit. At the 
same time, she also ap-
pears to have targeted key 
electoral blocs. Here we 
explain how Sitharaman 
sought to balance fiscal 
responsibility with politi-
cal compulsions in a cru-
cial political year. Budget 
2023-24 checks fiscal defi-
cit Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman has set 
the fiscal deficit target of 
5.9 per cent of GDP for the 
financial year (FY) 2023-
24. The fiscal deficit refers 
to the situation where the 
government spends more 
than it earns. As the Budget 

is basically a statement of 
the government’s income 
and spending, the fiscal 
deficit means how much it 
intends to spend in excess 
of its earnings. The deficit 
amount is seen in relation 
to the GDP. The fiscal deficit 
for the current FY 2022-23 
is set to close around the 
expected figure of 6.4 per 
cent. Following the Cov-
id-19 pandemic’s outbreak 
in 2020, the fiscal deficit 
reached the all-time high of 
9.2 per cent of the GDP for 
FY 2020-21 because of rise 
in government spending 
and steep fall in revenue 
because of Covid-induced 
economic shut-downs. 
However, the fiscal deficit 
came down to 6.7 per cent 
in FY 2021-22. In the Bud-
get 2023-24, Sitharaman 
said the Union govern-
ment intends to bring the 
fiscal deficit down to 4.5 
per cent by 2025-26. While 
checking the fiscal deficit, 
Sitharaman has made sig-
nificant announcements 
that also carry a political 
stamp. However, experts 
have highlighted that the 
tight fiscal deficit figure is 
not without cuts. Journal-
ist Nitin Sethi highlighted 
that Sitharaman has cut 
some welfare spending in 

the Budget 2023-24. Sethi 
tweeted, “In real terms, se-
rious cuts or stagnation in 
funding for social welfare 
and food + fertiliser sub-
sidies that go to the poor. 
Even on nominal terms in 
several cases.  Thats how 
the capex is being fund-
ed in a tight budget and 
higher fiscal deficit.” Wel-
fare measures, relief for key 
blocs Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
also addressed some of the 
core constituencies of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 
such as tribals, women, and 

the middle class. The BJP in 
recent times has pushed its 
engagement in the tribal 
regions. The BJP and the 
Hindu Right see the tribal 
communities as part of the 
Hindu fold and while the 
Budget does not mention 
this ideological agenda, the 
push for scheduled tribes 
in the Budget 2023-24 can 
be seen in this context. Rs 
15,000 crore for tribal wel-
fare Sitharaman dedicated 
Rs 15,000 crore in Budget 
2023-24 for “particularly 
vulnerable tribal groups 
(PVTGs)” and announced a 

separate initiative for it. She 
said, “To improve socio-
economic conditions of the 
particularly vulnerable trib-
al groups (PVTGs), Pradhan 
Mantri PVTG Development 
Mission will be launched. 
This will saturate PVTG 
families and habitations 
with basic facilities such as 
safe housing, clean drink-
ing water and sanitation, 
improved access to educa-
tion, health and nutrition, 
road and telecom connec-
tivity, and sustainable live-
lihood opportunities. “An 
amount of ` 15,000 crore 

will be made available to 
implement the Mission in 
the next three years under 
the Development Action 
Plan for the Scheduled 
Tribes.” Sitharaman gave 
a further boost to Eklavya 
schools and announced 
that the Union government 
will recruit 38,800 teachers 
and support staff for the 
740 Eklavya Model Resi-
dential Schools that serve 
3.5 lakh tribal students. Af-
fordable housing scheme 
Sitharaman’s largest push 
came for PM Awas Yojana 
whose allocation she hiked 
by a whopping 66 per cent 
to Rs 79,000 crore. With the 
push for affordable hous-
ing, Sitharaman has ad-
dressed a large bloc across 
India. Forbes noted that 
Sitharaman’s push for af-
fordable housing comes at 
a time when home loans 
are getting expensive, thus 
providing a relief to home-
seekers. It notes, “Over the 
last 18 months the average 
home loan rate has gone 
up 200 bps from 6.5 to 8.5 
percent resulting in an in-
crease in borrowing costs 
for home buyers. Under 
the scheme buyers in the 
Economically Weaker Sec-
tion (buyers making under 
Rs3 lakh a year) got a sub-

vention of 6.5 percent on 
their loan.” Shishir Baijal of 
Knight Frank told Forbes, 
“It was a great measure to 
increase outlay towards 
PMAY which will help 
continue the momentum 
towards affordable hous-
ing. The outlay will help in 
expediting the housing-
for-all programme.” 12% 
hike in Ayushman Bharat 
Sitharaman provisioned Rs 
7,200 crore to Ayushman 
Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY), 
reported Moneycontrol. 
This amounted to a 12 per 
cent hike over the last year. 
The report added that Rs 
646 crore has been allo-
cated for the Ayushman 
Bharat Health Infrastruc-
ture Mission (PM-ABHIM). 
CNN-News18 noted that 
this is part of the broader 
push to address the Indian 
poor’s concerns. “Nearly 4.5 
crore poor people in the 
country have availed free 
health insurance under the 
scheme so far. Rs 60,000 
crore has been allocated 
for the PM Kisan Samman 
Nidhi scheme for this finan-
cial year, after a cash trans-
fer of Rs 2.2 lakh crore so far 
to over 11.4 crore farmers 
under PM-Kisan,”

BJP Hails Budget As All-Inclusive, Opposition Slams
It For Ignoring Unemployment, Helping Friends

Delhi feb01: The Union 
Budget 2023-24 has at-
tracted partisan and po-
larised reactions from the 
Indian political class. While 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has hailed the Budget 
2023-24 as the one usher-
ing India into Amrit Kaal 
—period between 75th-
100th year of Indepen-
dence— for all-inclusive 
growth, the Opposition has 
slammed it for ignoring the 
poor and unemployment 
and for helping friends of 
the ruling party. In her fifth 
Budget, Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-

man sought to balance 
fiscal responsibility while 
also addressing key elec-
toral blocs. While she kept 
the expected fiscal deficit 
for the upcoming 5.9 per 
cent of GDP, she extended 
the income tax exemption, 
slashed the maximum tax 

rate, and hiked several bud-
getary provisions to eye 
some key blocs. The ruling 
BJP on Wednesday hailed 
the Union Budget as an “all-
inclusive” document which 
reflects Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s “farsighted” 
leadership to make a new 
India. Modi said the Budget 
2023-24 provides a strong 
base to fulfil the dreams 
of an aspirational society, 
including the poor and the 
middle class. He described 
the Union Budget as “his-
toric” and said the first bud-
get in ‘Amrit Kaal’ has estab-
lished a strong base to fulfil 

the resolve of a developed 
India. He said that in order 
to empower the middle 
class, the government has 
taken many significant de-
cisions in past years that 
have ensured ease of liv-
ing. “This year’s Budget in-
fuses new energy to India’s 
development trajectory,” 
Modi said in a tweet. BJP 
president JP Nadda said 
the first general budget of 
India’s ‘Amrit Kaal’ is a pub-
lic welfare and pro-poor 
document which will em-
power and uplift villagers, 
Dalits, tribals, farmers.

PM Terms Union Budget ‘Historic’
Says It Gives Priority To Deprived

In his first reaction to the Budget for 2023-24 fiscal, Modi said in order 
to empower the middle class, the government has taken many signifi-

cant decisions in the past years that have ensured ease of living.
Delhi feb01: Terming the 
Union budget “historic”, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday said 
the first budget in ‘Am-
rit Kaal’ has established 
a strong base to fulfil the 
resolve of a developed 
India and dreams of the 
aspirational society, in-
cluding the poor and the 
middle class. Presenting 
the Union Budget, Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man on Wednesday raised 
the personal income tax 
rebate limit, doled out sops 
on small savings and an-
nounced one of the biggest 
hikes in capital spending in 
the past decade. In his first 
reaction to the Budget for 
2023-24 fiscal, Modi said in 
order to empower the mid-
dle class, the government 
has taken many significant 
decisions in the past years 
that have ensured ease of 
living. The prime minister 
underlined the potential 
of the middle class in real-
ising the dreams of 2047. 
Modi also highlighted the 
reduction in tax rates as 
well as the simplification, 
transparency and speed-
ing up of processes. “Our 
government that always 
stood with the middle class 
has given huge tax relief 
to them,” Modi said. The 
prime minister said the 

first budget in ‘Amrit Kaal’ 
has established a strong 
base to fulfil the aspirations 
and resolve of a developed 
India. He said this budget 
gives priority to the de-
prived and strives to fulfil 
the dreams of the aspira-
tional society -- the poor, 
villages and the middle 
class. The prime minister 
congratulated Sitharaman 
and her team for a “historic” 
budget. Modi called the 
traditional artisans such 
as carpenters, iron smiths, 
goldsmiths, potters, sculp-
tors and many others as the 
creators of the nation. “For 
the first time, the country 
has come up with many 
schemes as a tribute to the 
hard work and creation 
of these people. Arrange-
ments have been made for 
training, credit and market 
support to them. PM Vish-
wakarma Kaushal Samman, 
that is, PM ViKaS will bring 
a big change in the lives of 
crores of ‘Vishwakarmas’,” 
Modi said. He said for the 
women living in the cities 
to villages, employed to 
homemakers, the govern-
ment has taken significant 
steps such as Jal Jeevan 
Mission, Ujjwala Yojna and 
PM Awas Yojana etc., that 
will further empower the 
welfare of women. He em-
phasized that miracles can 

be performed if women 
self-help groups, which is a 
sector with extreme poten-
tial, are further strength-
ened. Underlining that a 
new dimension has been 
added to women self-help 
groups in the new budget 
with the introduction of a 
special savings scheme, the 
prime minister said it will 
strengthen women espe-
cially the homemaker from 
common families. This bud-
get, the prime minister said, 
will make cooperatives a 
fulcrum of development of 
the rural economy. The gov-
ernment, he said, has come 
up with the world’s largest 
food storage scheme in 
the co-operative sector. An 
ambitious scheme to form 
new primary co-operatives 
has also been announced 
in the budget, Modi said. 
This will expand the area of 
??milk and fish production 
along with farming, and 
farmers, animal husbandry 
and fishermen will get bet-
ter prices for their produce, 
he said. Emphasizing the 
need to replicate the suc-
cess of digital payments in 
the agriculture sector, the 
prime minister said this 
budget comes with a big 
plan for digital.

Government’s ‘Mitr Kaal’ Budget
Proves It Has No Roadmap To Build India’s Future: Rahul Gandhi

Delhi feb01: Gandhi’s reac-
tion came after the presen-
tation of the Union budget 
for 2023-24 by finance min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
in which the government 
raised the personal income 
tax rebate limit Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi on 
Wednesday slammed the 
Modi government, claim-
ing that its ‘mitr kaal’ bud-
get has no vision to create 
jobs as well as no plan to 
tackle inflation, and proves 
that the Centre has no 
roadmap to build India’s 
future. Gandhi’s reaction 
came after the presenta-
tion of the Union budget 
for 2023-24 by finance min-

ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
in which the government 
raised the personal income 
tax rebate limit, doled out 
sops on small savings and 
announced one of the big-

gest hikes in capital spend-
ing in the past decade. 
“’Mitr Kaal’ Budget has: NO 
vision to create Jobs. NO 
plan to tackle Mehngai. 
NO intent to stem Inequal-

ity. 1% richest own 40% of 
the wealth, 50% poorest 
pay 64% of GST, 42% youth 
are unemployed -- yet, PM 
doesn’t Care!” Gandhi said 
in a tweet.

Budget 2023-24 
Will Drown Country 
In Debt, Only Help 
Super-Rich

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
leader and Delhi Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish Si-
sodia on Wednesday said 
the most worrisome thing 
about the 2023-24 Union 
Budget is that it will drown 
the country in debt. Siso-
dia also said the Budget 
2023-24 is full gimmicks 
and is disappointing for 
Delhi. Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
presented the Union Bud-
get 2023-24 in Parliament 
on Wednesday. Continu-
ing the push for capital 
expenditure to further fuel 
growth, she raised it by 33 
per cent to Rs 10 lakh crore. 
This amounts to around 3.3 
per cent of the Indian GDP. 
Criticising the Union Bud-
get 2023-24, Sisodia fur-
ther said it has nothing for 
employment generation 
or controlling inflation and 
only has announcements 
for the super-rich class. In 
Budget 2023-24, Sithara-
man extended the income 
tax exemption under the 
new income tax regime to 
Rs 7 lakh. 

Budget Allocates 
Rs 12,544 Crore 
For Space
Delhi feb01: Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
on Wednesday allocated 
nearly Rs 12,544 crore to 
the Department of Space 
as India plans a human 
spaceflight -– Gaganyaan 
-– next year and sets out 
to explore the moon and 
neighbouring planets. 
The allocation is about 8 
per cent lower than the 
Budget Estimate of Rs 
13,700 crore for 2022-23, 
which was slashed to Rs 
10,530.04 crore in the Re-
vised Estimate. The larg-
est chunk of the alloca-
tion -- to the tune of Rs 
11,669.41 crore -- has gone 
to central sector schemes 
or projects such as the 
human spaceflight centre 
and various institutions of 
the department that deal 
with the launch vehicle 
and satellite projects, in-
cluding developmental 
and operational initiatives. 
Indian National Space Pro-
motion and Authorisation 
Centre (IN-Space), the gov-
ernment’s single-window 
body to deal with the pri-
vate sector, received Rs 95 
crore allocation against Rs 
21 crore in the Revised Es-
timate. A large portion of 
the allocation, Rs 53 crore, 
has been earmarked for 
capital expenditure for IN-
SPACe. Ahmedabad-based 
Physical Research Labora-
tory, which carries out ba-
sic research.
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Telangana’s first KG to PG campus inaugurated in Gambhiraopet
KG to PG campus at Gambhiraopet would be named after Telangana ideologue, 

academician and social activist professor Jayashankar
Rajanna Sircilla: Industries 
Minister KT Rama Rao 
said Telangana was surg-
ing ahead in all sectors 
and no other State could 
match the growth and 
development achieved by 
Telangana in the 75 years 
of Indian independence. 
“Development is our caste 
and welfare is our reli-
gion. Public interest is our 
priority,” said Rama Rao 

while addressing at the 
inauguration ceremony of 
Telangana’s first KG to PG 
campus in Gambhiraopet 
here on Wednesday. Be it 
agriculture, education, in-
dustry, economy, health 
or any other sector, there 
was no scope for any per-
son to point out any defi-
ciency or backwardness. To 
criticize or make baseless 
allegations was easy but 

delivering a promise was a 
challenge, he said. In 2004, 
while addressing the peo-
ple at Gambhiraopet, Chief 
Minister K Chandrashek-
har Rao had announced 
that KG to PG education 
would be launched soon 
after State formation. 
“He fulfilled his promise. 
Telangana’s first KG to PG 
campus is inaugurated at 
Gambhiraopet,” said Rama 

Rao. The Minister said the 
KG to PG campus at Gamb-
hiraopet would be named 
after Telangana ideologue, 
academician and social ac-
tivist professor Jayashan-
kar. Under the KG to PG 
free education initiative, 
apart from government 
schools, KGBVs, Model 
School, government Ju-
nior College, government 
Degree College and Post 

Graduate College are be-
ing set up in one campus. 
Telangana government 
was according top priority 
for education and under 
this initiative Mana Ooru 
– Mana Badi programme 
was launched, he said. No 
other State can boast of 
setting up 1000 Gurukuls 
and Telangana govern-
ment was spending about 
Rs.1.20 lakh on each stu-

dent annually towards 
uniform, books, food and 
other expenses, he said. 
Administrative reforms, 
especially Integrated Dis-
trict Collectorate complex 
introduced by Telangana 
government were making 
things easy and conve-
nient for people. Similarly, 
in rural areas for the conve-
nience of illiterate people, 
drawings.

Maharashtra Team Visits Telangana 
to Study Local Weaving Techniques 

Hyderabad: The Com-
missioner of Textiles, 
Govt of Maharashtra, 
Nagpur has deputed a 
team of Officers to Telan-
gana state on January 8 
and January 9, 2023 to 
study the weaving tech-
niques and designs be-
ing implemented by the 
weavers of Telangana 
State and also to know 
the schemes being imple-
mented by the Telangana 
State. The team of Of-
ficers visited Siricilla, 
Siddipet on Sunday and 
interacted with the weav-

ers of Aadarsha and Sid-
dipet Handloom Weavers 
Cooperative Societies 
and studied the type of 
Yarn being used by the 
weavers in producing 
of Gollabhama and Ra-
mappa Silk Sarees and 
the wages being earned 
by the weavers. They 
also observed the tech-
niques of weaving and 
designing of Gollabhama 
and Ramappa Silk Sa-
rees. The team has also 
visited Textile Park and 
Apparel Park at Sircilla 
and studied techniques of 

Rapier Looms and Semi 
automatic Power Looms 
and interacted with the 
Power loom Weavers 
to know the benefits of 
the schemes like Che-
netha Mithra,Nethanna 
Bheema and Nethannaku 
Cheyutha and Geo-tag-
ging. Powered by Fur-
ther the team visited the 
Pochampally Handloom 
Weavers Cooperative 
Society, Yadadri District 
on Monday. During the 
tour, the team visited the 
weavers Houses at Po-
champally village and 
interacted with the en-
trepreneurs  and weav-
ers who are weaving Ik-
kat in different designs 
and  patterns in silk & 
cotton. The team has ob-
served the  techniques 
of Ikkat weaving which 
requires true precision 
and Skill. The team  has 
appreciated the weaving 
style implemented by the 
weavers in Weaving and 
designing. The team of 
Maharashtra has appreci-

ated the Schemes i.e., 40 
percent yarn Subsidy, In-
surance to weavers, Neth-
annaku Cheyutha which 
are being implemented 
by Telangana State Gov-
ernment. Further the 
team has stated that the 
scheme of Geo-tagging 
of looms will be imple-
mented in Maharashtra 
State. Later, the team of 
Maharashtra exchanged 
views over the imple-
mentation of the various 
schemes with the Com-
missioner of Handlooms 
and Textiles & AEPs, 
Telangana and expressed 
that they will try to im-
plement these schemes 
in their state. The team of 
Maharashtra has appreci-
ated the priority is being 
given to the Handlooms 
and Textiles sectors by 
the Hon’ble C.M. and 
concerned Hon’ble Min-
ister given more empha-
sises  on more innovative 
schemes  and very good 
T-TAP Policy to bring the 
national and international 

KTR at HYSEA’s Interactive Session 
With IT Industry Leaders

Hyderabad: Telangana 
IT Minister K.T. Rama 
Rao participated in an in-
teractive session with IT 
industry leaders, organ-
ised by Hyderabad Soft-
ware Enterprises Associ-
ation (HYSEA) at Thrill 
City, Necklace Road, on 
Monday. He credited the 
outcomes achieved over 
the last eight years to 
the collective efforts of 
the Information Technol-
ogy, Electronics & Com-
munications (ITE&C) 
Department and the IT 
industry. Minister KTR 
requested the captains 
of IT industry to look 
beyond Hyderabad and 
expand to Tier-II Cities. 
The IT leaders gathered 
have responded with a 
loud applause when the 
Minister stated that the 
number of employees in 
the IT sector grew from 
3.23 lakh to 8.7 lakh and 
the IT exports rose from 
₹57,000 Cr to ₹1.83 
Lakh Cr from 2014. “We 
all can take pride in these 

outcomes”, he said. Pow-
ered by Citing Nasscom’s 
report, the Minister said 
that out of the 4.5 lakh 
jobs created in the IT 
sector in India last year, 
1.5 lakh or one-third of 
the total jobs were added 
by Hyderabad leaving 
behind Bengaluru which 
created 1.46 lakh jobs. 
“The number of employ-
ees, employers who are 
looking at Hyderabad 
is growing. I sincerely 
believe that this is just 
the beginning,” KTR 
said. Speaking about the 
two million jobs that are 
expected to be created 

in India in the coming 
years, the IT Minister 
said that the State gov-
ernment will continue to 
closely collaborate with 
the industry to latch up 
the opportunity. He ap-
pealed to the industry 
leaders to look beyond 
Hyderabad and expand 
their operations in Tier-
II towns of the State, and 
urged them to point the 
State government to new 
opportunities, prospec-
tive investors. Asking 
them to guide the State 
government in a way that 
local youth get the bulk 
of the jobs, KTR said 

that the State has been 
working to see how part-
nership between indus-
try and academia can be 
formed. On the occasion, 
he spoke about the mo-
bility, digital and other 
infrastructure created 
by Telangana govern-
ment since 2014. Also, 
KTR said, technology 
that doesn’t benefit the 
common man is futile. 
“Telangana tops the list 
of States in the metric of 
per capita e-transactions 
offered through MeeSe-
va. First State to use fa-
cial recognition to renew 
pensioners’ life certifi-
cates, and in local body 
polls,” he said. The Min-
ister also spoke about 
the robust innovation 
ecosystem created by 
Telangana Govt that in-
cludes T-Hub, WE HUB, 
Telangana State Innova-
tion Cell (TSIC), WASH 
Hub, T-Works and oth-
ers. He informed them 
that B-Hub for Biotech & 
Life Sciences Industries 

Grant status of national importance to Raigarh-
Pugalur-Thrissur system: SERF to Centre

Farmers in Karimnagar unhappy 
over steep decline in tomato prices

Karimnagar: The steep 
decline in prices of to-
matoes has resulted in 
huge losses for small 
and marginal farmers of 
the State, and many of 
them are struggling to 
even recover their cost. 
In erstwhile Karimnagar 
district, tomato farm-
ers are unhappy that the 
price of the crop has de-
clined dramatically in 
the recent past. Though 

people were getting to-
matoes at cheaper price 
of around Rs 10 per kg, 
farmers have been strug-
gling to recover even la-
bour and transport expen-
diture. Maharashtra team 
appreciates Telangana 
schemes for weavers Fire 
spreads across Yenkatha-
la grassland in Vikarabad 
district, posing threat to 
flora-fauna Farmers usu-
ally sell 15 kg tomato 

baskets each between Rs 
300 and Rs 400. But this 
time it fell steep to Rs 
40-50 per basket caus-
ing worry. The prices of 
tomatoes have declined 
due to an increase in 
cultivation of tomatoes 
in Telangana and large 
quantities of them arriv-
ing from the neighboring 
States as well. Since to-
matoes are used in every 
other dish, there is huge 
demand for it in the mar-
ket. Keeping it in mind, 
a majority of the farmers 
are cultivating crops in 
a big way. However, ex-
cess cultivation over the 
demand has led to fall in 
prices. According to hor-
ticulture statistics, toma-
to is sowed in 400 acres 
in Karimnagar district. 
Conducive.

PM Modi to Visit Hyderabad on 
Jan 19, Will KCR Receive Modi?

Hyderabad: It’s now of-
ficial that Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will 
visit Telangana capital 
on January 19 during 
which he will launch 

various development 
works. Earlier, the Telan-
gana Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhar Rao was 
blamed for violating the 
protocol for not receiv-

ing the Prime Minister on 
two occasions. It remains 
to be seen if he will con-
tinue to avoid Narendra 
Modi or follow the estab-
lished protocol of wel-
coming the Prime Min-
ister. Next Stay Powered 
by During his brief visit 
to Hyderabad, PM Modi 
will inaugurate South 
Central Railway devel-
opment works worth Rs 
2,400 crore. The various 
development works in-
clude modernisation of 
Secunderabad railway 
station.

Hyderabad: With the Cen-
tral Electricity Regulato-
ry Commission(CERC) 
refusing to recognise 
Raigarh-Pugalur-Thris-
sur high-voltage dou-
ble-circuit transmission 
system as of national 
importance, the Southern 
States Electricity Regu-
latory Commissions’ Fo-
rum (SERF) has decided 
to once again demand the 
union Power Ministry 
to review the decision 
and declare it as system 
of national importance. 
The decision was taken 
during a meeting of the 
Electricity Regulatory 
Commissions (ERCs) of 
Southern States held here 
recently. Last September, 
the CERC while refusing 
the demand to declare the 

Raigarh-Pugalur-Thris-
sur corridor under na-
tional components on par 
with the other two corri-
dors, stated that a trans-
mission system being of 
national importance and 
a transmission system 
considered as a National 
Component were two dif-
ferent aspects and reject-
ed the proposal. Kerala 

ERC chairman TK Jose 
had raised the issue of 
Raigarh-Pugalur-Thris-
sur corridor during the 
meeting and the SERC 
unanimously had agreed 
to demand declaration of 
it as of National Impor-
tance. If the project was 
declared as part of the 
national component, the 
cost of the project would 

be shared by all the States 
and it would bring down 
the yearly transmission 
charges collected from 
the Southern States. The 
1,850km-long 800 KV 
Raigarh-Pugalur ultra-
high-voltage DC (UH-
VDC) overhead trans-
mission line originates 
from Raigarh in Chhattis-
garh and passes through 
Maharashtra, Andhra 
Pradesh, and Telangana 
to terminate at Pugalur in 
Tamil Nadu. The HVDC 
link transmits enough 
electricity to meet the 
electricity needs of more 
than 80 million people in 
South India. Karnataka 
ERC Chairman P Ravi 
Kumar informed that 
there was a burden of car-
rying cost resulting from 

safeguard duty and GST 
on the consumers for the 
investments upto com-
missioning date. “This 
is impacting the tariff on 
the end consumer, which 
needs to be considered 
for uniform policy of 
levy and non-levy,”he 
observed. Tamil Nadu 
ERC Chairman M Chan-
drasekaran stated that the 
installation of Residual 
Current Circuit Breaker 
for service connections 
has been made manda-
tory to save human life 
from electric shock or 
Leakages. Capacitors in 
agricultural service con-
nections were installed to 
reduce system losses and 
also in improving system 
efficiency and voltage 
profile, he said.

Education Minister Sabitha tells students to 
make inventions useful to society

Nirmal: Education Min-
ister P Sabitha Indra Red-
dy said the science fairs 
would help inculcate 
scientific temper among 
the students. She along 
with Endowments Min-
ister A Indrakaran Reddy 
inaugurated a three-day 
State-level science fair 
here on Monday. Both 
the Ministers visited 
the science models and 
found out about uses of 
the exhibits by speak-
ing to students and guide 
teachers. Sabitha Indra 
Reddy stated that the 

government was striving 
hard to improve the qual-
ity of education and in-
frastructure of the State-
run schools. She wanted 
the pupils to make new 
inventions useful to so-
ciety in the future. ALSO 
READ Mana Ooru Mana 
Badi gives corporate 
look to govt schools in 
erstwhile Warangal The 
Minister said 50 top ex-
hibits would be sent from 
the State to the national 
level science fair. It is an 
achievement that eight 
models from Telangana 

were adjudged to be the 
best ones last year. She 
stated the students ex-
celled in international 
events held in Japan and 
Cambodia. She appreci-
ated her colleague In-
drakaran Reddy and the 
district administration for 
making all the arrange-
ments for the 50th State 
level exhibition. Sabitha 
Reddy further said that 
the fields of science and 
technology were under-
going rapid changes, and 
she called all to embrace 
them and excel in the 

sector. There have been 
many changes in terms 
of technology in the past 
three decades, and if we 
sharpen our brains at the 
student stage, we can 
create miracles. There 
is a possibility of many 
new innovations with the 
events that happen in dai-
ly life. The minister said 
that there were changes 
in the education system 
and the teachers were 
becoming permanent stu-
dents and were teaching 
in modern methods. Con-
gratulating the students 

who came with various 
exhibits from 33 districts 
of the state, the minister 
wanted to show the natu-
ral beauty of this region 
to the students by taking 
all care. A total of 516 
students belonging to 
33 districts of Telangana 
and 280 winners of IN-
SPIRE MANAK awards, 
their guide teachers were 
participating in the ex-
hibition. MLAs G Vittal 
Reddy, and Rekha Naik, 
MLC Raghottam Reddy, 
Education department di-
rector Devasena.
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Karnataka Mining Baron Fields Wife 
From Ballari City For Assembly Election

Koppal (Karnataka): A 
month after announc-
ing a new political party 
“Kalyana Rajya Pragati 
Paksha”, former Karna-
taka Minister and min-
ing baron G Janardhana 
Reddy on Tuesday an-
nounced that his wife 
Aruna Lakshmi will 
contest the upcoming as-
sembly polls from Ballari 
city assembly constitu-
ency. Reddy’s brother 
G Somasekhara Reddy 
currently represents the 
segment from BJP. “You 
are aware that I’m a can-
didate from Gangavathi 

assembly segment. I’m 
today announcing my 
wife Aruna Lakshmi as 
candidate from Ballari 
city assembly constituen-
cy,” Reddy said address-
ing a gathering during his 
party’s yatra (tour pro-
gramme) here. Reddy’s 
brothers, G Karunakara 
Reddy and G Somashek-
ar Reddy are BJP MLAs 
from Harapanahalli and 
Ballari city assembly 
segments, and his close 
friend Sriramulu is also 
BJP MLA from Molakal-
muru in Chitradurga dis-
trict and a Minister. They 

have made it clear that 
they are with the BJP 
and have nothing to do 
with Janardhana Reddy’s 
new party. If BJP again 
fields Somashekar Reddy 
from Ballari city assem-
bly segment it will be an 
electoral fight between 
members of the family. 
Responding to a question 
whether his wife would 
contest from Ballari city 
even if his brother Soma-
sekhara Reddy is fielded 
by BJP from there, Red-
dy while speaking to re-
porters said he doesn’t 
want to comment about 
any other party or indi-
vidual. “Is there any con-
fusion on my announce-
ment? Wherever I have 
an opportunity or a pos-
sibility to win, I will field 
candidates from there, 
there is no need for me to 
field candidates to defeat 
someone. In the three 
months I will travel in 
the constituencies that I 
can within my limitations 
and will try to ensure my 

candidate wins,” he said. 
Reddy on December 25 
had announced a new 
party named “Kalyana 
Rajya Pragati Paksha”, 
with this, the leader who 
is an accused in illegal 
mining case, had cut his 
two-decade-old associa-
tion with the ruling BJP. 
Accused in a multi-crore 
illegal mining case, he 
has been out on bail since 
2015 and several condi-
tions were imposed by 
the apex court in its or-
der, including prohibiting 
him from visiting Ballari 
in Karnataka and An-
anthpur and Kadapa in 
Andhra Pradesh. This is 
said to be the reason why 
Reddy himself is contest-
ing from Gangavathi in 
Koppal district, and is 
fielding his wife from his 
home district of Ballari. 
Reddy while addressing 
the gathering said, it has 
been just over 30 days 
since the formation of the 
party, but it has disturbed 
the sleep.

Court’s Contempt Warning To Top 
Karnataka Officer Over Graveyard Order

Bengaluru: The High 
Court of Karnataka on 
Tuesday warned that it 
would be forced to ini-
tiate contempt of court 
proceedings against the 
Chief Secretary if the 
State fails to implement 
its order of providing 
land for graveyards in all 
villages and towns within 
two weeks. A Division 
Bench of the court is 
hearing a civil contempt 
petition filed by one Mo-
hammed Iqbal who has 
alleged that the State has 
failed to follow an earlier 
order of the High Court in 
2019 that had directed it 
to provide land for grave-
yards in all villages with-
in six weeks. In Septem-

ber 2022, the State had 
informed the High Court 
in a compliance report 

that it had handed over 
23,815 burial grounds to 
local authorities and the 

process of handing over 
3,765 burial grounds 
was still pending. The 
government was also in 
the process of identify-
ing and purchasing land 
for burial grounds in 
516 places where there 
were no government 
land available. On Tues-
day, the State sought two 
more weeks to complete 
the process. Woman Gets 
Child’s Custody After 
Ex-Husband Fails To Ap-
pear In High Court Wom-
an Gets Child’s Custody 
After Ex-Husband Fails 
To Appear In High Court 
Court Okays Marriage 
Under Hindu Marriage 
Act Of Bride Below 18: 
Report Court Okays Mar-

riage Under Hindu Mar-
riage Act Of Bride Below 
18: Report When People 
Fear The State, There Is 
Tyranny: Karnataka High 
Court When People Fear 
The State, There Is Tyr-
anny: Karnataka High 
Court The division bench 
of Justice B Veerappa 
and Justice K S Hemale-
kha, however, noted that 
it had provided ample 
time to the State to fol-
low its orders. The Court 
said that if its orders are 
not implemented within 
two weeks, the Chief 
Secretary would have to 
be personally present in 
the court on the next date 
of hearing on February 7.

AP tells TS to clear power dues of 
Rs 3,441.78 crore to avoid

VIJAYAWADA: Andhra 
Pradesh has petitioned 
the Telangana govern-
ment to clear the latter’s 
power dues to AP worth 
Rs 3,441.78 crore. It said 
there was inordinate de-
lay on the part of the 
TS in clearing the dues 
and this resulted in the 
mounting of the dues to 
nearly Rs 4,000 crore in 
the last seven years. The 
AP Genco authorities 

say there existed no dis-
pute vis-à-vis the princi-
pal amount in the dues 
of Rs 3,441.78 crore the 
TS Discoms owed it. Top  
officials from both AP 
Genco and TS Discoms 
had signed an agreement 
and, on this basis, the 
TS Discoms must pay 
the principal amount to 
AP Genco immediately, 
it was pointed out. The 
AP Genco noted that, as 

a 15 per cent annual in-
terest rate is being lev-
ied on the principal due 
amount of Rs 3,441.78 
crore, the late payment 
charges have gone up to 
nearly Rs 4,000 crore by 
now. The more the delay 
in paying the principal 
amount, the more late 
payment charge and this 
would cause more of a fi-
nancial burden on the TS 
government, AP Genco 
said. Moreover, AP Gen-
co referred to the loan it 
raised from the Power 
Finance Corporation and 
the Rural Electrification 
Corporation to gener-
ate power and supply it 
to TS Discoms. For this, 
AP Genco has to pay a 
monthly compound inter-
est at the rate of 11.5 per 
cent to its financiers.

Bengaluru Man Rapes, Murders Girl-
friend’s 3-Year-Old Daughter, Arrested

Bengaluru: A three-year-
old girl was raped and 
murdered in Karnataka’s 
Bengaluru on Tues-
day. The victim was the 
child of a single mother, 
a worker at a garments 
factory, who has been in 
a relationship with the 
accused for over a year. 
She lived alone with her 
daughter. The incident 
was reported from Ka-
makshipalya police lim-
its in the western part of 
the state capital. Post a 
comment The accused 
reportedly raped and 

murdered the child when 
her mother wasn’t home. 
He has been arrested, 
and a case filed against 
him under relevant sec-

tions of the Indian Penal 
Code and the Protection 
of Children from Sexual 
Offences Act.

TS, AP among 8 states to achieve SDG 
targets on MMR: Economic Survey

Hyderabad: Telangana 
topped in supplying 
drinking water to every 
household and was third 
in meeting the sustain-
able development goals 
target set by the Centre to 
reduce maternal mortal-
ity ratio (MMR) to less 
than 70 per one lakh live 
births by 2030, the Eco-
nomic Survey 2022-23 
tabled in Parliament on 
Tuesday said. The na-
tional average was 97 
per lakh live births. The 
states that beat the mark 
were Kerala 19, Maha-

rashtra 33, Telangana 43, 
Andhra Pradesh 45, Tam-
il Nadu 54, Jharkhand 56, 
Gujarat 57 and Karnataka 
69. Telangana also had 
the fourth largest female 

labour force participa-
tion rate (FLFPR), the 
survey stated. The sur-
vey attributed it to rising 
rural amenities freeing 
up women’s time and 

high agricultural growth 
over the years. However, 
Telangana and AP were 
among the six states that 
logged the highest in-
flation rate, along with 
West Bengal, Maharash-
tra, Madhya Pradesh and 
Haryana. The survey said 
the major contributors 
were fuel and clothing 
prices. Telangana record-
ed the highest inflation 
rate at 8.7 per cent be-
tween April and Decem-
ber against the national 
average of 6.8. Inflation 
in rural areas of Telanga-

na was higher at 9.2 per 
cent while in urban areas 
it was 8.3 per cent. Only 
rural Mizoram logged 
higher inflation at 11 per 
cent. Higher prices of 
tomatoes contributed to 
higher inflation and this 
was caused by unseason-
al and heavy rains affect-
ing the crop. In terms of 
providing drinking water 
to all households, Telan-
gana was a the top and 
was followed by Goa, 
Gujarat and Haryana as 
well as three union Ter-
ritories of Andaman.

Karnataka Ex-Minister Accused Of Sex Scandal 
Meets Chief Minister B Bommai, Wants Probe

Bengaluru: A day after ac-
cusing Congress state presi-
dent DK Shivakumar of 
being involved in a conspir-
acy behind the sex scandal 
that led to his resignation 
as minister in 2021, BJP 
leader Ramesh Jarkiholi 
on Tuesday held a lengthy 
discussion with Chief Min-
ister Basavaraj Bommai, 
sources said. Jarkiholi had 
on Monday demanded that 
the sex scandal case should 
be handed over to the Cen-

tral Bureau of Investigation 
as a “big racket” is involved 
in which politicians and bu-
reaucrats are honey trapped 

and blackmailed. Calling 
for the arrest of the young 
woman in the case and her 
accomplices including two 

people from Mandya, the 
BJP MLA had charged that 
Shivakumar was behind the 
scandal. “Today, Ramesh 
Jarkiholi had a long meet-
ing with the Chief Minister. 
He met him at his residence 
for 10 minutes, then trav-
elled with him in the flight 
till Hubballi,” sources close 
to the Chief Minister told 
PTI. The sources also said 
the meeting revolved main-
ly around the sex scandal 
and the alleged role of Shi-

TS transfers IAS officers, collectors of 11 districts
Hyderabad: The 
government on Tuesday 
transferred IAS officers 
including collectors of 11 
districts. Chief secretary 
A. Santhi Kumari issued 
orders to this effect. 
The following are the 
new posting given to 
officers. D. Amoy 
Kumar Navin Mittal: 
Principal secretary, land 
revenue and registration; 
full additional charge 
(FAC) of Chief 

Commissioner of Land 
Administration (CCLA). 
Bharati Hollikeri: 
Special secretary and 
commissioner, women 

and child welfare and 
senior citizen. Rajeev 
Gandhi Hanumanthu: 
Nizamabad collector D. 
Amoy Kumar: Medchal-

Malkajgiri collector, 
FAC Hyderabad 
collector Sikta Patnaik: 
Hanamkonda collector 
Rahul Raj P.S.: Adilabad 
collector C. Narayana 
Reddy: Vikarabad 
collector Shaik Yasmeen 
Basha: Kumram Bheem-
Asifabad collector G. 
Ravi: Mahbubnagar 
collector S. Venkata 
Rao: Suryapet collector 
S. Harish: Ranga Reddy 
collector Badhavath 

Lokesh gets fuel at Karnataka filling 
station to highlight difference in prices

ANANTAPUR: Telugu 
Desam national general-
secretary Nara Lokesh, 
on a padayatra, filled fuel 
to his convoy vehicles 
at a Karnataka pump on 
Monday while passing 
through Panthas Halli, 
a Karnataka village 
close to AP’s Chittoor 
district. His aim was to 
highlight the difference 
in fuel prices between 
AP and Karnataka. On 
the fourth day of his 
Yuva Galam padayatra, 
Lokesh entered some 
of Karnataka’s border 
villages and re-entered 
AP to continue his 
journey. Lokesh paid the 
fuel bill from his wallet 
and said, “While the 
price of petrol per litre in 
Karnataka is Rs 102, it is 
Rs 111.50 in AP.  While 
the diesel in Karnataka 
costs Rs 88 per litre, it 
costs 99.27 in our state.” 
He said Chief Minister 
Y.S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy was imposing an 
additional burden on the 
people by way of higher 
taxes on fuel. Interacting 

with youths at the ‘Hello 
Lokesh’ programme 
organised at the GMR 
Kalyana Mandapam, 
Lokesh said that AP 
was moving on the 
progressive path for 67 
years. “But, after Jagan 
Mohan Reddy became 
the Chief Minister, the 
state is fast moving in 
the reverse direction,” 
Lokesh stated. He 
said the jobless youth 
were migrating to the 
neighbouring states in 
search of employment. 

Earlier, Lokesh had a 
meeting with the Vaddera 
union at Gandhara 
Madanapalle where 
the members of the 
community said that 
there is no recognition for 
them either economically 
or politically. Lokesh 
agreed that the Vaddera 
community should be 
included in the ST list and 
not in the BC list. The TD 
leader felt an immediate 
need for launching 
welfare schemes for the 
Vaddera community and 

promised, “Once the 
TD returns to power, 
necessary steps will be 
taken to resolve your 
problems.” He said Chief 
Minister Jagan Mohan 
Reddy’s visit to Delhi 
was aimed at saving his 
brother and party MP 
Avinash Reddy from 
the charges that he was 
facing. “Anybody could 
guess as to who killed 
Jagan’s paternal uncle 
Vivekananda Reddy,” he 
said.
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Man Sent To Jail “Till Last Breath” 
Freed By Dehi High Court

New Delhi: The Delhi 
High court acquitted a 
man who was convicted 
in the 2014 murder case. 
He was sentenced till his 
last breath in jail in 2019. 
The High Court granted 
relief giving the benefit 
of the doubt to the ac-
cused as the Prosecution 
was not able to prove 
the allegations beyond 
a reasonable doubt. The 
division bench compris-
ing Justices Mukta Gupta 
and Anish Dayal acquit-
ted appellant Deepak 
in the matter related to 

the murder of Samundar 
Singh. The bench noted 
in the judgement that 
the prosecution failed to 
prove any motive for the 
alleged crime, neither re-
garding the transaction 
of the loan of ₹ 1.5 lakh 
from the deceased to the 
appellant or any other 
reason. The High Court 
also noted that there is 
no evidence on record 
to prove that the gold 
chain and locket indeed 
belonged to or were pur-
chased by the deceased. 
The wife of the deceased 

has not provided any de-
tails of purchase or a bill, 
though she simply iden-
tifies a gold chain and 
locket in a TIP. However 
she stated in her deposi-
tion that the gold chain 
and locket did not have 
any mark of identifica-
tion or any photograph 
of the deceased or had 
any name engraved on 
it, the High Court noted 
in the judgement passed 
on January 13. The court 
also said that as regards 
the recovery of the car 
of the deceased from 
Dimapur, Nagaland, the 
evidence tendered by the 
Prosecution cannot be re-
lied upon. Firstly, police 
officials stated that they 
started from Dimapur 
on July 20, 2014 and ar-
rived in Delhi on July 
23, 2014, the malkhana 
register showed that the 
car was deposited on 
July 19, 2014, which is 
completely contrary, the 
High Court noted. It was 

totally impossible that a 
car could be driven hav-
ing started on July 19, 
2014 from a remote area 
in the North-East of Di-
mapur, Nagaland to ar-
rive in Delhi the same 
day. The testimony of 
police officials itself re-
porting their arrival on 
July 23, 2014 in Delhi, 
the High Court said. The 
bench also noted that the 
appellant’s presence con-
sistently at Gopal Pur, 
Kharkhoda, even after 
the date of crime, would 
also indicate that he was 
not absconding and was 
in fact amongst his fam-
ily and relatives at his na-
tive village and went to 
Dimapur for four days. 
Advocate Ravi Drall ap-
pearing for the appellant 
Deepak argued that the 
deceased was a notorious 
criminal who was wanted 
in various cases of mur-
der, attempt to murder, 
TADA, dacoity and theft. 
It was also submitted that 

the deceased would have 
had enmity against many 
persons and the appellant 
was being falsely impli-
cated without any basis. 
Also, the post-mortem 
report was not exhibited. 
Despite this, it was stated 
that the time of death was 
2-4 weeks ago, which 
was vague and ambigu-
ous. The viscera was pre-
served and sent for chem-
ical examination but was 
never brought on record 
by the investigation of-
ficer. It was also strange 
that the wife of the de-
ceased never called the 
deceased between May 
25, 2014 and June 26, 
2014, a period of about 
one month and did not 
try and locate him in the 
native village Gopal Pur, 
where the appellant was 
also residing, the counsel 
argued. It was also noted 
that the post-mortem re-
port was never exhibited.
 by the prosecution. Thus 
in the absence.

Delhi Police Tracks Down Woman Who 
Wanted To Die By Suicide With Infant

New Delhi: A 19-year-
old woman who had 
left her in-laws home 
in north Delhi with her 
infant son to die by sui-
cide was traced and re-
united with her family 
on Tuesday, police said. 
The matter was reported 
to police around 12 pm at 
northwest Delhi’s Adarsh 
Nagar Police Station by 
the woman’s mother, who 
said her daughter had left 
with her grandson be-

cause of her son-in-law. 
Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Northwest) 
Usha Rangnani said that 
the information was im-
mediately shared with 
the RWAs, MWAs, and 
technical team of the dis-
trict. Police mounted sur-
veillance in Bharat Nagar 
and shared the informa-
tion in several WhatsApp 
groups, she said. “The 
team managed to suc-
cessfully trace the lady 

from a park in Bharat 
Nagar. She was safe 
with her nine-month-old 
son, but in a disheart-
ened condition,” Rang-
nani said. Women po-
lice staff counselled her 
and convinced her to go 
back home. She told po-
lice that she had left her 
home due to domestic is-
sues and told her mother 
before leaving home, the 
DCP said.

The Delhi High Court 
on Tuesday allowed a 
13-year-old girl, a vic-
tim of sexual assault, to 
terminate her 25-week 
pregnancy in the interest 
of her life and education. 
Justice Prathiba M Singh 
said a team of doctors 
at Safdarjung Hospital 
would conduct the pro-
cedure on Wednesday it-
self. The court passed the 
order after the girl and 
her mother submitted that 
she did not wish to carry 
the pregnancy to term. 
“This court is of the view 
that in the interest of the 
life of the minor girl, her 
education and keeping in 
mind the social circum-

stances, it would be in 
her interest that the preg-
nancy is terminated. “The 
team of doctors at Safdar-
jung Hospital would ac-
cordingly go ahead with 
the termination of preg-
nancy tomorrow itself,” 
Justice Singh said. The 
high court said the doc-
tors have assured it that 

they would give her the 
best possible care during 
the process of the termi-
nation of her pregnancy. 
It said the foetus sample 
shall be preserved for the 
process of the criminal 
case filed as it may be re-
quired in future. Consid-
ering that the petitioner 
is a victim of sexual as-

sault, the court said, the 
cost of the termination of 
pregnancy will be borne 
by the Union Ministry of 
Health and Family Wel-
fare. During the hearing, 
the court interacted with 
the team of doctors who 
examined the minor. The 
doctors told the judge that 
there is a risk to the girl’s 
life if she continues with 
the pregnancy and also if 
it is terminated. “She is 
just a 13-year-old. How 
will she go on with the 
pregnancy at this age,” 
the court asked. It said it 
is clear to the court that 
there is risk involved for 
the girl both in the case of 
termination of pregnancy 

and going ahead with it. 
According to the girl’s 
plea, she was taken for 
an ultrasound on Janu-
ary 18 and was found to 
be 23 weeks and six days 
pregnant. PromotedLis-
ten to the latest songs, 
only on JioSaavn.com 
The family then went to 
Safdarjung Hospital, fol-
lowing which an FIR was 
registered under the Pro-
tection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POC-
SO) Act. Post a comment 
The girl approached the 
high court as the doc-
tors refused to terminate 
her pregnancy since the 
gestation period was 25 
weeks.

Fog Forecast For Delhi, 
Temperature Falls To 9.9 Degrees

Delhi’s air quality improves, 
enters ‘moderate’ category

Delhi’s air quality im-
proved further on Wednes-
day, touching a reading of 
158 (moderate) at 9am on 
Wednesday -- a drop from 
Tuesday’s reading of 192 
(moderate) recorded at 4pm, 
according to the central 
pollution control board’s 
national bulletin. Air qual-
ity index from 0 to 100 is 
considered as good, while 
from 100 to 200 it is mod-
erate, from 200 to 300 it is 
poor, and from 300 to 400 
it is said to be very poor and 
from 400 to 500 or above it 
is considered as severe. The 
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) forecasts 

strong surface winds to 
continue, touching a speed 
of 30 km/hr during the 
day, accompanied by partly 
cloudy skies, with air qual-
ity likely to improve even 
further during the rest of the 

day. Delhi recorded a mini-
mum temperature of 8.6°C 
on Wednesday morning, a 
drop of 1.3°C as compared 
to Tuesday’s minimum of 
9.9°C.

Sisodia again writes to LG for approval on Finland file
Deputy chief minister 
Manish Sisodia wrote the 
Delhi lieutenant gover-
nor (LG) VK Saxena on 
Tuesday, urging him to 
approve a training trip 
to Finland trip for gov-
ernment schoolteach-
ers, adding that politics 
should not be played 
over an “important and 
sensitive” issue. Sisodia 
said that the file related 
to the training trip has 
been sent twice earlier 
to LG’s office, and has 
now been pending ap-
proval since January 20. 
“The file has been do-
ing rounds of your office 
since October 2022. You 

sent the file back twice 
for seeking clarifications. 
When the chief minister 
along with his ministers 
and MLAs came to meet 
you to talk about this, 
you refused to meet us. 
That day the media on 
your behalf said that you 

have not refused to send 
teachers to Finland. I had 
sent the file to you again. 
This time I was hoping 
that you would approve 
the trip within 24 hours. 
But it has been more than 
10 days since the file was 
sent, your nod has not 

come yet,” Sisodia said.
Chief minister Arvind 
Kejriwal retweeted Siso-
dia’s letter, and said, “I 
urge Hon’ble LG to allow 
our teachers to go abroad 
for training. Hon’ble LG 
had himself said that he 
is not against it.” The LG 
office did not comment 
on Sisodia’s letter on 
Tuesday. Earlier, officials 
had denied the govern-
ment’s accusations, say-
ing that the LG wanted to 
advise the government to 
evaluate the proposal and 
record its cost benefit so 
as to assess its effective-
ness. According to of-
ficials, the State Council 

of Educational Research 
and Training (SCERT), 
Delhi, prepared a pro-
posal for a five-day train-
ing programme for pri-
mary in-charges of Delhi 
government schools and 
teacher educators at 
Jyväskylä University in 
Finland. So far, the Del-
hi government has sent 
1,079 teachers to differ-
ent countries through its 
various exposure visits 
and training trips. Of 
these, 59 teachers have 
gone to Finland, 420 to 
Cambridge, and 600 to 
Singapore. In the letter 
dated January 31, Sisodia 
accused the LG of halting 

Delhi School Student Stabbed To Death 
After Quarrel Between 2 Groups

New Delhi: A Class 12 
student was allegedly 
stabbed to death follow-
ing a quarrel between 
two groups in southeast 
Delhi’s Okhla area, po-
lice said on Tuesday. The 
18-year-old victim, a res-
ident of JJ camp in Okhla 
Phase II, was a student at 
Kalkaji school, they said. 
There was a quarrel be-
tween two groups of stu-
dents near Hansraj Sethi 

Park during which the 
boy allegedly suffered 
stab wounds to the chest. 
He was admitted to Purn-

ima Sethi Hospital where 
he succumbed, according 
to the police. A case un-
der Section 302 (murder) 

of the Indian Penal Code 
has been registered. d 
Delhi Teen Detained For 
Forcing Minor To Share 
Nude Pics Delhi Teen 
Detained For Forcing 
Minor To Share Nude 
Pics Week On, Body Of 
14-Year-Old Boy Found 
In Delhi. Murdered Over 
Rs 18,000 Week On, 
Body Of 14-Year-Old 
Boy Found In Delhi. 
Murdered Over ₹ 18,000 

Water Supply To Be Hit In These Areas 
Of Delhi Today, Tomorrow

New Delhi: Water sup-
ply will be affected in 
the western, outer and 
southern areas of the 
national capital on Tues-
day and Wednesday due 
to the Delhi Jal Board’s 
annual flushing of its 
underground reservoir. 
The areas to be affected 
include Janakpuri, Meh-
rauli, Mangolpuri, Ro-
hini, Shalimar Bagh, Vi-
jay Nagar, Roop Nagar, 

Rithala, and Old Rajinder 
Nagar, among others. 
Supply will also be af-
fected in Sir Ganga Ram 
Hospital and Delhi Uni-
versity areas. “Due to an-
nual program for flushing 
of underground reservoir 
and booster pumping sta-
tion, water supply will be 
affected on 31.01.2023 
and 01.02.2023...” the 
Delhi Jal Board said in a 
tweet.

New Delhi: Delhiites 
woke up to a chilly morn-
ing today, as the mercury 
settled at 9.9 degrees 
Celsius, even as the air 
quality index improved to 
‘moderate’. The relative 
humidity was recorded at 
100 per cent at 8:30 am. 
The city had recorded 
20 mm of rainfall in a 
24-hour period ending 
at 8.30 am yesterday. On 

Tuesday, the minimum 
temperature slipped to 
9.9 degrees Celsius, a 
notch above normal, ac-
cording to data shared by 
the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD). 
On Monday, the city had 
registered a low of 10.2 
degrees Celsius, a notch 
above the season’s aver-
age. The weatherman has 
forecast moderate fog for 

the day and the maximum 
temperature is likely to 
settle around 22 degrees 
Celsius. Delhi’s Mini-
mum Temperature At 
8.6 Degrees, Air Quality 
Moderate Delhi’s Mini-
mum Temperature At 
8.6 Degrees, Air Qual-
ity Moderate Delhi Sees 
Rain, Temperature Drops 
To 6.4 Degrees Delhi Sees 
Rain, Temperature Drops 
To 6.4 Degrees Delhi’s 
Minimum Temperature 
At 6.4 Degrees Celsius, 
Rain Likely Delhi’s Mini-
mum Temperature At 6.4 
Degrees Celsius, Rain 
Likely Delhi’s air quality 
also saw improvement on 
Tuesday. The air quality 
index (AQI) stood at 181 
(moderate) at 9 am. On 
Monday, it stood at 207 
(poor).

Delhi Court Allows 13-Year-Old Assault 
Survivor To Terminate Pregnancy
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‘Kitna Amrit Barsega Dekhna Baki Hai?’: 
AAP MP Sanjay Singh

Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman is going to 
present the Union Bud-
get for the financial year 
2023-24 in Parliament 
today. Like every year, 
on the first day of Feb-
ruary, the budget speech 
will start at 11 am and 
the entire financial ac-
count of the country will 
be in front of the public. 
Like the last two years, 
this year the budget will 
also be digital, i.e. paper-
less. 01 February 2023 
12:48 PM ‘Budget help-
ing capitalists to loot 

more’: AAP MP Sanjay 
Singh Aam Aadmi Party 
MP Sanjay Singh has 
called the new budget a 
tool for capitalists to loot 
more easily. Taking to 
Twitter, he said, “Neither 
farmer, Army or youth. 
No provision for anyone 
in the budget. The com-
mon man is still eager 
for Amrit in AmritKaal. 
Looting for capitalists 
became easy.” 12:43 PM 
‘Saptrishi to guide us 
through the Amrit Kaal’: 
Giriraj Singh Union Min-
ister and BJP MP Giriraj 

Singh hails Union Bud-
get 2023. The BJP leader 
said that “the seven pri-
orities adopted in budget 
functions as the Saptrishi 
to guide us through the 
Amrit Kaal.” 11:11 AM 
‘Kitna Amrit Barsege 
Dekhna Baki Hai’: AAP 
MP Sanjay Singh Arvind 
Kejriwal’s Aam Aadmi 
Party’s Rajya Sabha MP 
Sanjay Singh tweeted, 
“Nirmala ji said Amrit-
kal has come. It remains 
to be seen how much 
‘Amrit’ will be show-
ered from the budget?” 
? — Sanjay Singh AAP 
(@SanjayAzadSln) Feb-
ruary 1, 2023 11:02 AM 
‘New India Rising Under 
the Leadership of PM 
Modi’: MP CM Chouhan 
Madhya Pradesh Chief 
Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan said, “New In-
dia is rising under the 
leadership of PM Modi. 
My best wishes to the 
PM & FM for the pre-

sentation of the Union 
Budget 2023. Under the 
PM’s leadership, a pros-
perous, powerful India is 
being built and our reso-
lution is the welfare of 
the poor. The budget will 
take India ahead in this 
direction.” New India ris-
ing under the leadership 
of PM Modi. My best 
wishes to PM & FM for 
presentation of #Union-
Budget2023. Under PM’s 
leadership, a prosperous, 
powerful India is being 
built and our resolution 
is the welfare of poor. 
Budget will take India 
ahead in this direction: 
MP CM pic.twitter.com/
cf6kBkepnv — ANI (@
ANI) February 1, 2023 
10:57 AM ‘This will be 
the Best Budget’: Pral-
had Joshi Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Pralhad 
Joshi said, “This will be 
the best budget. This will 
be a pro-poor, pro-middle 
class budget.

“Nothing Special In President’s 
Address”: Congress Chief M Kharge

New Delhi: Congress 
President Mallikarjun 
Kharge on Wednesday 
said that the leaders of 
the party who are ex-
perts on the Budget will 
elaborate on it first and 
then he will speak about 
the same. “It is not ap-
propriate to speak on the 
Budget without seeing 
the Budget. We will react 
once it would be present-
ed. A press conference 
will be held on behalf 
of the party. The lead-
ers who are experts in 
the party will tell about 
the Budget,” Mr Kharge 
told reporters while leav-
ing for the Parliament on 
Wednesday. He further 
took a swipe at Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu’s 
address to the joint sit-
ting of both Houses on 
Tuesday calling it “noth-
ing special”. “There was 
nothing special in the 
President’s address,” he 
said. Ms Sitharaman, 

before presenting the 
Union Budget, met the 
President on Wednesday 
at the Rashtrapati Bha-
van following a Union 
Cabinet meeting headed 
by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi. Union 
Budget 2023: The Big 
Numbers Announced So 
Far Union Budget 2023: 
The Big Numbers An-
nounced So Far Budget 
2023: Nirmala Sithara-
man Announces Rs 2.4 
Lakh Crore For Railways 
Budget 2023: Nirmala 
Sitharaman Announces 
₹ 2.4 Lakh Crore For 
Railways National Digi-
tal Library For Children 
And Adolescents Will Be 
Set Up: Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman 
National Digital Library 
For Children And Ado-
lescents Will Be Set Up: 
Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman The 
presentation of the Union 
Budget 2023-24 started 

with Ms Sitharaman’s 
speech in the Parliament 
wherein she termed the 
Budget the “first budget 
in Amrit Kaal”. “This is 
the first budget in Am-
rit Kaal. We envision a 
prosperous and inclusive 
India,” Ms Sitharaman 
said, adding, “Despite a 
time of challenges, the 
Indian economy heading 
towards a bright future.” 
Ms Sitharaman tabled the 

Economic Survey 2022-
23 along with Highlights 
and Statistical Appendix 
in the House yesterday, 
the first day of the Bud-
get Session of Parlia-
ment. Post a comment 
On Tuesday, Mr Kharge 
said they would raise the 
issues of inflation, un-
employment, and border 
dispute with China dur-
ing the Budget session.

Budget 2023 Live Updates: In Budget 2023, Big 
Infra Boost, Relief For Tax Payers In New Regime

New Delhi: Union Bud-
get 2023 was presented 
by Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman 
today. The Budget ad-
opted “seven priorities” 
- inclusive development, 
reaching the last mile, 
infrastructure and in-
vestment, unleashing the 
potential, green growth, 
youth power and finan-
cial sector -  to guide In-
dia through the “Amrit 
Kaal”. This year’s Budget 
holds much significance 
as this is the last full 
Budget before the 2024 
general elections. This 
is the Finance Minister’s 
fifth Budget presentation 
since 2019. The Union 
Cabinet headed by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Wednesday approved 
the Budget for the fiscal 
year 2023-24 (April 2023 
to March 2024). Since 
taking charge in 2014, 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has ramped up 
capital spending includ-
ing on roads and energy, 

while attracting inves-
tors through lower tax 
rates and labour reforms, 
and offering subsidies to 
poor households to clinch 
their political support. 
Nirmala Sitharaman on 
Tuesday tabled the Eco-
nomic Survey for this 
financial year. It said that 
India’s economic recov-
ery from the Covid pan-
demic is complete and 
the economy is expected 
to grow in the range of 6 
per cent to 6.8 per cent in 

the coming financial year 
2023-24. This is in com-
parison to 7 per cent this 
fiscal and 8.7 per cent 
in 2021-22. Here are the 
Live Updates of Union 
Budget 2023: Get NDTV 
Updates Turn on notifica-
tions to receive alerts as 
this story develops. Feb 
01, 2023 13:00 (IST) 
Bidget 2023: Income Tax 
Rebate Limit Up From ₹ 
5 Lakh To ₹ 7 Lakh In 
New Regime The central 
government today made 

the much-awaited mega 
announcement on in-
creasing the income level 
up to which no income 
tax is payable: ₹ 7 lakh 
a year from the 2023-24 
financial year. It was ₹ 
5 lakh so far. Listing out 
new tax slabs, she also 
announced that the Old 
Tax Regime will only 
be available on request, 
and what was known as 
the New Tax Regime so 
far will thus be consid-
ered the default regime. 
Feb 01, 2023 12:59 
(IST) Budget 2023: Tax 
Slabs Reduced From 6 
To 5 Taxable income of 
₹ 0-3 lakh (after all ex-
emptions) will be nil; Rs 
3 lakh to 6 lakh will be 
taxed at 5 per cent; If in-
come is above ₹ 6 lakh, 
up to ₹ 9 lakh, it will be 
taxed at 10 per cent; Rs 9 
to 12 lakhs - 15 per cent; 
Above ₹ 12 lakh and up 
to 15 lakh to be taxed at 
20 per cent; and Income 
above ₹ 15 lakh to be 

taxed at 30 per cent Feb 
01, 2023 12:56 (IST) 
Budget 2023: Watch - 
Nirmala Sitharaman an-
nounces news personal 
tax slabs Feb 01, 2023 
12:54 (IST) Budget 2023: 
Shares rise on personal 
tax boost Shares surged 
on Wednesday after the 
government raised the 
minimum tax rebate limit 
and stepped up spending, 
while bond yields moved 
lower after it lifted the 
gross borrowing for the 
next financial year in the 
Union budget. The Nifty 
50 index was up 1.5 per 
cent at 17,922.50, while 
the S&P BSE Sensex 
gained 1.6 per cent to 
60,528 as of 12:32 p.m. 
Indian bond yields re-
versed course after the 
government announced 
gross borrowing at 15.43 
trillion rupees for the 
next financial year and 
net borrowing at 11.80 
trillion rupees.

For “Free And Fair” Tripura Polls, Additional 
Central Forces To Be Deployed

Agartala: A total of 400 
companies of central 
forces will be deployed in 
Tripura to ensure free and 
fair assembly elections 
later this month, a senior 
police officer today. Elec-
tions to the 60-member 
assembly will be held on 
February 16. “Around 
200 companies of Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces 
(CAPF) will be arriving 
here by first week of Feb-
ruary for area domina-
tion, patrolling and flag 
march apart from counter 
insurgency operations,” 
Assistant Inspector Gen-
eral (Law & Order) Jyo-
tishman Das Chowdhury 

said. “In total, 400 com-
panies of central forces 
will be deployed in the 
state to ensure free, fair 
and peaceful elections. 
This will be in addition 
to the state’s own secu-
rity personnel and BSF 
jawans who guard the In-
dia-Bangladesh border,” 
the officer said. Out of 
the 3,328 polling booths, 
1,100 have been catego-
rised as ‘sensitive’ and 28 
were identified as ‘criti-
cal’, he said. “A special 
drive for vehicle check-
ing has been launched 
and so far 11,000 vehicles 
have been inspected,” Mr 
Chowdhury said. On Tri-

pura MLA Who Switched 
To BJP, Left Party Says 
He Can’t Contest, Cites 
Rules On Tripura MLA 
Who Switched To BJP, 
Left Party Says He Can’t 
Contest, Cites Rules BJP 
Will Retain Tripura, De-
clares Deputy Chief Min-
ister Jishnu Dev Varma 
BJP Will Retain Tripura, 
Declares Deputy Chief 
Minister Jishnu Dev 
Varma Security Tight-
ened In Poll-Bound Tri-
pura On Last Day Of Fil-
ing Nomination Security 
Tightened In Poll-Bound 
Tripura On Last Day Of 
Filing Nomination Con-
traband worth ₹ 5.89 
crore has been seized by 
security forces in the last 
few weeks, he said, add-
ing, firearms were also 
recovered by the law en-
forcement agencies. The 
Election Commission has 
already launched a ‘Zero 
Poll Violence’ campaign 
in the northeastern state. 
In the last assembly elec-
tions in 2018.

Railway Minister Tweets ‘Makeover’ 
Video Of Train Toilets

New Delhi: Railways 
Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw recently inspected 
new toilet designs for 
train coaches. In a vid-
eo, shared by the official 
Twitter handle of the 
minister, Ashwini Vaish-
naw is seen reviewing 
the improved facilities 
of the upgraded toilets. 
The clip shows the con-
dition of the mirror, wash 
basin, and toilets seat in-
side the train before and 
after the renovation. An 
official is seen inform-
ing the minister about 
the work carried out. “In-
spected the new upgraded 
toilet designs for existing 
coaches,” the caption 
read. At the time of writ-
ing this, the video col-
lected over 3 lakh views 
on the platform. “Really 
good Ashwini Vaishnaw. 
Been long due,” a user 
wrote. “Good work done. 
But it’s more about main-
tenance. I hope it will be 
maintained in the future,” 

a person said. Another 
user wrote, “Definitely 
the foremost upgrada-
tion to be done in our 
train coaches. Thank 
you All employees who 
have made it possible. 
Thank you sir”. Some us-
ers urged passengers to 
maintain cleanliness in-
side train toilets. Railway 
Minister’s “Cleaning” 
Video.
After Viral Vande Bharat 
Garbage Pic Railway 
Minister’s “Clean-
ing” Video After Viral 
Vande Bharat Garbage 
Pic “Heaven On Earth”: 
Railways Minister Shares 

Breathtaking Pictures 
Of Snow-Covered Sta-
tion “Heaven On Earth”: 
Railways Minister Shares 
Breathtaking Pictures Of 
Snow-Covered Station 
Travelling By Train? Top 
5 Indian Railway Stations 
Offering Best Local Food 
Travelling By Train? Top 
5 Indian Railway Sta-
tions Offering Best Lo-
cal Food “Hope people/
Travellers think it as their 
property and not pub-
lic property So that they 
keep it clean every time 
they use,” a comment 
read. “It is the responsi-
bility of people(ours) also 

to use them properly and 
use them of our own,” 
read a comment. Another 
user said, “Maintenance 
& Cleanliness are the 
biggest issues with the 
toilets in the Indian Rail-
ways, irrespective of the 
class we are traveling in. 
Kindly look into this as-
pect”. “Thanks sir, you 
really improving condi-
tions and providing good 
services for people,” read 
a comment. One person 
commented, “Mainte-
nance is the key”. Post 
a comment In December 
last year, the Ministry 
of Railways had shared 
a video of train coaches 
which were revamped 
as part of the “coach 
facelift” initiative of the 
railways. It showed a lo-
cal train adorned with 
colourful art and bright 
LED lights. Walls of the 
coaches could also be 
seen with murals and 
paintings on them.

Jammu-Srinagar Highway Closed For 
3rd Day After Fresh Landsides

Jammu: The Jammu-Sri-
nagar National Highway 
was closed for traffic 
for the third consecu-
tive day today following 
fresh landslides in Ram-
ban district, leaving more 
than 800 vehicles strand-
ed on the road. The 270 
kilometre-long highway, 
the only all-weather road 
linking Kashmir with the 
rest of the country, was 
blocked by mudslides 
and shooting stones be-
tween Chanderkote and 
Banihal in the district 
on Monday. “There was 
a major landslide on 
the highway at Rampari 
area in Banihal tehsil 
Wednesday morning. Be-
sides, another landslide 
took place in Wagon,” 
an official told PTI. Men 
and machines have been 
deployed to clear the 
highway, officials said, 
adding that it will take 
several hours to clear the 
area. Meanwhile, traffic 
officials have issued an 

advisory asking people 
not to travel on the high-
way.According to them, 
more than 800 vehicles 
are stranded at different 
points of the highway. 

The Mughal road, which 
connects Shopian district 
of Kashmir with Poonch 
district of Jammu, was 
also blocked for traffic 
due to heavy snowfall, 

they said. Several inter-
district roads are closed 
due to heavy snowfall in 
the mountainous districts 
of Jammu region, the of-
ficials added.
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Modinomics - What 
He Promised And 

What We Got
As we approach the 
2019 elections, five 
years after Narendra 
Modi was elected with 
a thumping majority on 
a plank of economic de-
velopment, no one talks 
of achhe din or Modi-
nomics any more. Is it 
a case of mission ac-
complished - or topic-
change out of necessi-
ty? How does the Modi 
government’s eco-
nomic scorecard look if 
we consider some key 
indicators of the coun-
try’s economic health? 
Modi had promised to 
revive the economy and 
reverse the economic 
slowdown in the last 
years of UPA II. Despite 
the controversies over 
data, all the estimates 
of the growth rate range 
from a little below to 
a little above 7%. It is 
ironic that the man who 
promised to unleash In-
dia’s economic might 
on the world stage us-
ing the magic of Modi-
nomics now boasts of 
an average growth rate 
of around 7% during 
his term, especially 
as India’s growth rate 
dipped below the 7% 
level only five times in 
the last 15 years - right 
after the global finan-
cial crisis, in the last 
three years of UPA-II 
(the so-called policy 
paralysis phase), and in 
the year after demoneti-
zation. If we use a dif-
ferent benchmark and 
compare India’s growth 
rate with the average 
growth rate across the 
world, even then the 
last four years do not 
stand out. Yes, it is one 
of the countries with 
the highest growth rates 
in the world, but that 
was true in the previ-
ous decade too. In fact, 
the gap between India’s 
growth rate and the 
global average growth 
rate has shrunk, not 
widened, between 2014 
and 2017 compared to 
2004-2014. However, 
GDP growth rates are 
only meaningful to 
the extent they capture 
improvements in the 
standard of living of or-
dinary citizens. Modi’s 
promises pertaining to 
livelihood were ambi-
tious: 250 million jobs 
over 10 years, or 25 
million jobs a year. If 
we look at a CMIE se-
ries based on household 
surveys, the number of 
employed persons de-
clined from 406.7 mil-
lion in 2017 to 406.2 
million in 2018 (and to 
400 million in February 
2019). During 2017, 1.8 
million jobs were added 
but that is only 12% of 

the net addition to the 
pool of job-seekers, and 
a mere 7% of the an-
nual job creation figure 
of 25 million promised 
by Modi. For 2016, the 
corresponding figure 
was 1.4 million. If we 
look at data from gov-
ernment sources, the 
unemployment rate was 
at 3.7% in 2015-16 ac-
cording to the Labour 
Bureau. Press reports 
on the latest National 
Sample Survey Office 
(NSSO) survey indicate 
unemployment rate was 
at a four-decade high at 
6.1% in 2017-18 and 
nearly one in five rural 
or urban youth are un-
employed. No wonder 
that this report, too, is 
being withheld by the 
government despite 
having been approved 
by the National Statis-
tical Commission. The 
problem is far worse in 
the agricultural sector 
that accounts for over 
half of India’s work-
force. Modi’s assurance 
to Indian farmers was 
clear: 50% profit over 
their cost of production 
and doubling of farm 
incomes by 2022. Not 
only has this not been 
delivered but the Indian 
farm sector is crippled 
by a widespread cri-
sis. At an average of 
2.51% for 2014-17, 
agricultural growth has 
been much lower under 
the Modi government 
compared to the previ-
ous decade (2004-17), 
when growth averaged 
3.7%, or the decade 
before (1994-2004), 
when the average was 
2.88%. It follows from 
simple mathematics 
that to double some-
thing in eight years, a 
sustained growth rate 
of at least 9% is needed. 
Short of an agricultural 
revolution, this was 
an absurd promise to 
start with. Rural wage 
growth rates are at a 10-
year low and in 2018, 
growth was less than 
the rate of inflation, so 
it was negative in real 
terms. Prices of agri-
cultural produce have 
increased at a much 
lower rate than that of 
non-agricultural goods 
over this period, and 
after demonetization, 
crop prices have tended 
to be deflationary. This 
has squeezed rural in-
come and purchasing 
power relative to the 
non-agricultural sector. 
In the last five years, 
the corporate sector has 
been marked by abys-
mally low growth and 
an unwillingness or in-
ability to invest in new 
capacity.

Why Shashi Tharoor’s ‘Move On’ Comment on 
2002 Riots Is Particularly Disappointing

In 2004, not long after 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks, 
the United Nations held 
a seminar at its head-
quarters in New York 
City titled, ‘Confronting 
Islamophobia: Educa-
tion for Tolerance and 
Understanding.’ Chinese 
Construction of Waterf 
- Travel Nfx 00:00 Pre-
vious PauseNext 00:11 
/ 03:02 Unmute Settings 
Fullscreen Copy video 
url Play / Pause Mute / 
Unmute Report a prob-
lem Language Share 
Vidverto Player The 
event brought together 
scholars, writers, and 
religious leaders from 
around the world, and I 
was fortunate to secure 
an invitation because of 
the foreign policy work I 
was doing at the time in 
Washington DC. I trav-
eled to the seminar with 
a group of friends, most 
of them Arab or South 
Asian, and they were all 
eager to meet the then 
UN Secretary General, 
Kofi Annan, who boldly 
stood up to the US led 
invasion of Iraq the pre-
vious year. But I was 
more excited about the 
possibility of meeting 
someone else that day: 
Shashi Tharoor, the then 
Under Secretary General 
of the UN, who served as 
the seminar’s moderator. 
Some of my friends did 
not know much about 
Tharoor, so I filled them 
in: he obtained his PhD at 
the age of 20 and he has 
written two dozen books, 

I told them. It was before 
smart phones were com-
mon which meant you 
couldn’t just reach into 
your pocket and call out 
another person’s embel-
lishments. Suffice to say, 
I had a few details wrong. 
He completed his PhD at 
22, not 20, and he hadn’t, 
at least not yet, written 
two dozen books. But my 
point, broadly speaking, 
was understood: Tharoor 
was 48 and had already 
reached a level in his 
policy and writing career 
that most people would 
take lifetimes to match. 
And he did this all while 
being proudly and un-
reservedly Indian. That 
last bit mattered to me. It 
still does. In those days, 
in the years after 9/11, 
to be a Muslim, South 
Asian, Arab, or Iranian in 
America was to be pum-
melled by commentators 
and scholars, almost all 
of them white, who in-
sisted that they knew our 
story, our history, and our 
pain better than we did 

ourselves. In What Went 
Wrong, for example, the 
Princeton historian Ber-
nard Lewis did little to 
hide his disdain for Mus-
lims. He was rewarded 
for his Orientalism with 
impressive book sales, as 
well as a position advis-
ing the George W. Bush 
administration. A flower 
seen in silhouette stands 
on the south reflecting 
pool at the 9/11 Memo-
rial site in the lower sec-
tion of Manhattan, New 
York City, US, Septem-
ber 2, 2021. Photo: Re-
uters/Shannon Stapleton 
Here then was Tharoor: 
young, eloquent, erudite, 
and, it must be said, well-
coiffed, pushing back 
against the voices of 
empire like Lewis. Only 
Tharoor wasn’t asking 
for pity or for hegemonic 
voices to be kinder. He 
was insisting, rightly so, 
that the subjects of em-
pire also have a voice; 
that we too can exist in 
multiple shades, identi-
ties, and histories. When 

Tharoor began speak-
ing, I was awe-struck. I 
had never seen someone 
as comfortable talking 
about Shakespeare as, 
say, structural adjustment 
policies. As a young boy 
growing up in California, 
I had fallen in love with 
literature and politics, 
and I couldn’t decide 
which career to pursue. 
Tharoor taught me I 
didn’t have to choose; 
I could do both. “Every 
one of us has many iden-
tities,” Tharoor told us 
that day. “Sometimes re-
ligion obliges us to deny 
the truth about our own 
complexity by obliterat-
ing the multiplicity in-
herent in our identities.” 
It’s an outlook Tharoor 
has admirably held on 
to until today. He often 
likes to say that if Amer-
ica is a melting pot, India 
is a thaali where, “Each 
dish tastes different… so 
they combine together 
to give you a satisfying 
meal.” I am not sure if 
all Indians would agree 

with that rosy assess-
ment, but I nonetheless 
admire that ecumenical 
spirit, especially as more 
and more people in In-
dia want to narrow the 
idea of who can fit in on 
its plate. I often miss the 
young Indian diplomat I 
saw speak passionately 
and courageously against 
Islamophobia all those 
years ago at the UN. I 
suspect many of us do. 
The problem, though, 
is that I think Tharoor 
might be the only one 
who doesn’t. In an inter-
view with Barkha Dutt 
last week, Tharoor trivi-
alised the importance of 
a BBC documentary that 
highlights the plight of 
Muslims in India, saying, 
“If India has moved on 
from this tragedy (i.e. the 
Gujarat pogrom), why 
should a foreign channel 
open old wounds?” He 
also added that “This (i.e. 
2002) is an event that 
happened 21 years ago, 
which people, including 
Muslims, feel we should 
put behind and move 
on.” When many pointed 
out his contradiction of 
urging people to remem-
ber what the British gov-
ernment did in 1919 – 
but not what the Gujarat 
government did in 2002 
– he responded rather 
defensively on Twitter, 
saying, “I did not do that. 
I’ve repeatedly made it 
clear that I believe the 
wounds of Gujarat have 
not fully healed, but that 
given that the Supreme 

Court has issued a final 
ruling, we gain little from 
debating this issue when 
so many urgent contem-
porary matters need to 
be addressed.” Tharoor 
backpedaled soon after, 
but he did not, at least to 
my knowledge, apolo-
gise. Perhaps he thinks 
there is no reason to apol-
ogise which, well, would 
be ironic, because one 
of his arguments against 
the British is that they 
have failed to account 
for their own responsibil-
ity in causing hurt. In an 
interview with Reuters, 
in 2016, to promote his 
book An Era of Dark-
ness: The British in In-
dia, he said, “The British 
to a large extent are un-
aware there is anything 
to apologise for.” For 
Muslims in India, espe-
cially Gujarati Muslims, 
being told to “move on” 
might be one of the most 
painful things to hear. I 
will never forget the first 
time a Hindu berated me 
for “not moving on.” It 
was April 2002, and I 
was working in a relief 
camp in Ahmedabad that 
housed several thousand 
displaced Muslims. The 
Muhajirnagar relief col-
ony for 2002 riots sur-
vivors in Himmatnagar. 
Photo: Damayantee 
Dhar/The Wire Muslims 
were trying to resume 
their lives, but Hindus 
kept preventing them 
from doing so. When 
Muslim parents tried to 
take their children.

Fractured Times Are Never Beyond Repair
Kintsugi is the fine Jap-
anese art of repairing 
― and strengthening ― 
broken, fragile ceramic 
with finely powdered 
and lacquered gold. The 
reference to its imperfect 
beauty comes quite early 
on in the latest Shah-
rukh Khan blockbuster, 
Pathaan. Along with the 
Bollywood demigod’s 
samurai warrior-esque 
look that lends both 
strength and vulnerability 
to his patriotic heroism, 
Kintsugi is a metaphor 
for our fractured times. 
Times in which Shah-
rukh himself has been a 
target, repeatedly caught 
in the crosshairs of grow-
ing anti-Muslim hate that 
derives legitimacy from a 
muscular right wing BJP 
led government. Chinese 
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Pathaan has already 
earned over Rs 500 crore. 
And videos of audiences 
‘jhoomo-ing’ to its song 
‘Jhoomega Pathaan’, or 
clapping to the beat of 
‘Besharam Rang’ with 
Deepika Padukone ― the 
glam Mata Hari in an or-
ange bikini ― are circu-
lating across social me-
dia. Alongside are reports 
of right wing Bajrang Dal 
activists trying to disrupt 
screenings in different 
parts of the country. Giv-
en the film’s obvious suc-
cess, isn’t it a good time 
to ask ourselves just how 

much we want our minds 
to be governed by the 
politics of an anti-Mus-
lim, anti-minority narra-
tive that trends hashtags 
like #BoycottBollywood 
when Muslim heroes are 
in the lead, or trolls lead-
ing female actors for the 
colour of their swimsuits? 
How are they linked? 
Both religious minorities 
and women who show 
individual agency and 
independence of thought 
and action (Padukone 
stood in silent support 
of anti-CAA protesters 
at JNU in the winter of 
2019), often run afoul of 
the toxic masculinity on 
display in our illiberal 
socio-political environ-
ment today. It is an envi-
ronment driven by popu-
list rhetoric, majoritarian 
sentiment and authoritar-
ian governance. Look no 
further than the banning 
of the first episode of the 
BBC documentary which 
looks back at the role of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi when he was chief 
minister in 2002 during 
the Gujarat riots, and the 
second, which highlights 
present-day systematic 
anti-minority, anti-Mus-
lim policies and state-
ments under the current 
dispensation, as an ex-
ample of this world view. 
An advisor to the infor-
mation and broadcasting 
ministry tweeted about 
the ban being imposed 
under the government’s 
“emergency powers”. 
One wonders if the irony 
was simply lost on the 
advisor ― himself a for-
mer journalist who once 
railed against authori-

tarian press censorship 
during Indira Gandhi’s 
Emergency in 1975. But 
today, the slightest idea 
that counters those of the 
current crop of populists 
is, by default, illegitimate. 
The political theorist Jan 
Werner Muller argues 
that the anti-pluralism 
which underscores the 
right wing’s opposition 
to the BBC documentary, 
or to Bollywood’s Khans, 
is perhaps the most dan-
gerous and defining ele-
ment of populism ― far 
more dangerous than the 
anti-elitism of populist 
politics that challenged 
establishmentarian cor-
ruption and brought them 
to power. Muller argues 
that far right populists 
who derive public sup-
port and legitimacy from 
a history of Opposition 
politics, have come to 
power through a collabo-
ration with mainstream, 

conservative right wing 
parties contending that 
they alone represent the 
public’s true interests. It 
is political, cultural and 
moral appropriation all 
at once. Also read: With 
Pathaan, Shahrukh Gives 
His Fans What They’ve 
Been Missing All These 
Years On social media ― 
that venomous pit of hate 
and abuse ― support for 
the government’s ban on 
the screening or sharing 
of the BBC documen-
tary is widespread, even 
though by banning it and 
calling it anti-Indian pro-
paganda reflecting a “co-
lonial mindset”, the gov-
ernment has shown its 
hand. The victims of the 
Gujarat riots are real, the 
victims of the Delhi riots 
are real, and the sense 
of fear and persecution 
amongst Indian Muslims 
― from cattle traders to 
academics, from Kash-

mir to Kerala ― is real. 
By dismissing those con-
cerns out of hand, the BJP 
government does itself no 
favours globally, where 
the BBC documentary is 
being viewed and circu-
lated widely. By not cen-
suring those spewing hate 
against Shahrukh Khan 
or Salman Khan or Aamir 
Khan or Saif Ali Khan ― 
some of Bollywood’s and 
India’s biggest brand am-
bassadors ― the Indian 
government does itself 
no favours. It is this sort 
of mainstreaming of right 
wing politics that has al-
lowed India’s populists 
to legitimise their Hindu-
tva identity-based, tribal-
ist, exclusionary politics 
in an overwhelmingly 
young electorate now 
primed to hate, with im-
punity. Tropes of Indian 
Muslims as the ‘other’ ― 
not real Indians at best, 
and anti-national, unpa-

triotic, even terrorists at 
worst – continue to cir-
culate without relief. De-
spite its evident success, 
hate-filled memes like the 
one with images of the 
two Khans in one of the 
scenes of the film likened 
with those of two Islamic 
extremists in Udaipur 
who beheaded a Hindu 
tailor for his support of 
former BJP spokesperson 
Nupur Sharma last year, 
circulate freely. Old lib-
eral democratic assump-
tions that populists are 
by definition the Opposi-
tion and therefore cannot 
govern; or that once in 
power, they would have 
to perforce relinquish old 
Opposition stances and 
moderate their politics 
to be more inclusive, are 
no longer applicable. The 
current BJP-led NDA 
government is a glaring 
example of the failure of 
these assumptions. Right 
wing populist politics in 
India has sustained itself 
by feeding the public a 
diet of majority persecu-
tion, cultural and eco-
nomic ― due to policies 
that the BJP claims have 
“privileged” minorities 
in the past. Against this 
canvas, even if we now 
collectively decide that 
celebrating Shahrukh’s 
success at the box office 
is after all a good look 
for India, the fragile pot 
of India’s multicultural, 
multi-ethnic, multi-reli-
gious society is cracked, 
and in desperate need of 
Kintsugi, to revive the 
depth of its beauty, resil-
ience and strength.
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Self-Styled Hindu Leaders of Today Should 
Know, Hatred is a Grave Spiritual Sin

Anger defeats the very 
purpose for which it is 
aroused,” advised Param-
hansa Yogananda, one of 
the greatest yogis India 
ever produced. “Anger 
is not an antidote for an-
ger. A strong wrath may 
cause another to sup-
press his weaker wrath. 
But it will not kill the 
weaker wrath.” Chinese 
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gananda explained, gives 
birth to jealousy, hatred, 
spite, revengefulness, 
destructive instinct, wild 
ideas, brain paralysis and 
even temporary insanity. 
“A sage is content in the 
knowledge that the Lord 
is running the universe… 
He is free from rage, ani-
mosity and resentment.” 
Yogananda, whose Au-
tobiography of a Yogi 
was rated one of the 10 
best spiritual books of 
the 20th century, was not 
saying anything new. He 
echoed what a long line 
of Indian spiritual and 
religious icons as well 
as Hindu religious clas-
sics have repeatedly un-
derlined. Paramhansa 
Yogananda. Photo: By 
Unknown author via 
Wikimedia Commons, 
Public Domain Passion, 
anger, hate and fear be-
long to the mind and not 
to the soul, explained the 

revered Chandrasekhar-
endra Saraswati, who 
headed the Kachi Ka-
makoti Peetham at 
Kancheepuram for 87 
long years. Ticking off 
some devotees who har-
boured a dislike for Mus-
lims, Chandrashekhara 
Bharathi, the 34th Acha-
rya of the Sringeri Sha-
rada Peetham, was blunt: 
“Enmity, hatred, jealousy 
and retaliation do not fos-
ter religious sentiments 
and spiritual growth.” 
The Vishnu Purana tells 
the faithful not to trans-
act with others unkindly, 
not to speak out anoth-
er’s faults publicly, not 
to create enmity with an-
other human and to avoid 
speaking if the words 
are going to give pain 
to the listener. Yet, we 
have a bizarre situation 
where those who con-
sider themselves leaders 
of the Hindu community 
keep abusing and spew-
ing hatred against the mi-
norities, shaming Hindu 
religious principles. And 
the worst part is they 
parrot the name of Lord 
Rama who, after felling 
the Lanka king who had 
abducted his wife, told 
his younger brother Lak-
shmana to go to where 
Ravana was lying grave-
ly wounded, not dead yet, 
and seek his blessings. 
When the bewildered 
Lakshmana did what he 
was told but complained 
that Ravana did not speak 
to him, Rama chided him 
for going and standing 
near Ravana’s head; he 
was asked to go back 

and be near the dying 
man’s feet. Even after 
what Ravana had done, 
Rama showed no trace of 
hatred for his foe. In his 
final months, Mahatma 
Gandhi lived through ag-
onising times as Hindus 
and Sikhs killed Muslims 
while Muslims killed 
Hindus and Sikhs dur-
ing the partition horror. 
But despite the poison in 
the air, Gandhi remained 
wedded to non-violence. 
On January 21, 1948, 
nine days before he was 
assassinated, Gandhi de-
nied reports of a rift be-
tween Jawaharlal Nehru 
and Sardar Patel. “They 

cannot be enemies of 
Muslims,” he asserted. “I 
have no doubt that who-
ever is an enemy of the 
Muslims is also an en-
emy of India.” Referring 
to violence against Mus-
lims in Delhi and Ajmer, 
Gandhi told a prayer 
meeting on December 
12, 1947 that no good 
will accrue to Hinduism 
by going against Mus-
lims. “Man was not made 
by God to live through 
killing others.” He also 
defended the holiness of 
the Quran. “These verses 
are ancient, composed by 
the Holy Prophet 13 cen-
turies ago. The extracts 

we recite are considered 
sublime. Their very read-
ing bestows merit on the 
reader.” Also Read: ‘Hin-
dus, in Trying to Drive 
out the Muslims, Are Not 
Following Hinduism’ If 
someone feels that Gan-
dhi was biased towards 
Muslims, let us read what 
Swami Vivekananda said 
during a visit to Sialkot: 
“The various religions 
that exist in the world, al-
though they differ in the 
form of worship, are re-
ally one… In every reli-
gion there have been men 
good and able, thus mak-
ing the religion to which 
they belonged worthy of 

respect; and as there are 
such people in every reli-
gion, there ought to be no 
hatred for any sect what-
soever.” Hatred, he add-
ed, “greatly impedes the 
course of Bhakti”. If this 
was general language, 
Vivekananda was specif-
ic in a speech on Febru-
ary 3, 1900, at Pasadena, 
California: “Mohammed 
by his life showed that 
amongst Mohammedans 
there should be perfect 
equality and brother-
hood… You see the great-
ness of the Mohammedan 
beyond other races.” He 
returned to the theme on 
March 25, 1900, at the 

San Francisco Bay Area, 
describing Mohammed as 
“the great Asian prophet” 
and saying: “The ancient 
message of Krishna is 
one harmonising three – 
Buddha’s, Christ’s and 
Mohammed’s.” A statue 
of Swami Vivekanan-
da in Chennai. Credit: 
bala_clicks, CC BY 2.0 
A statue of Swami Vi-
vekananda in Chennai. 
Photo: bala_clicks/Wiki-
media Commons, CC BY 
2.0 Swami Chidananda 
of Sivananda Ashram 
described Mohammed 
as “a great soul” who 
“was born with the tem-
perament of a saint”. The 
Swami explained in detail 
the spiritual significance 
of Ramzan, pointing to 
the “sadhana” of fasting 
during the month of Ram-
zan. Swami Chidananda 
explained that Muslims 
began their Ramzan fast 
at “Brahmamuhurtha” – 
the holy time when Hin-
dus are urged to pray and 
meditate. “This (Ram-
zan) fasting,” he said, 
“is spiritually the inner 
method of Yoga… Be-
ing seekers, we belong 
to a universal brother-
hood which is gathered 
under the common flag 
of the unity of all faiths. 
Let us also, upon this ex-
tremely auspicious day 
of the first of the Ramzan 
month, earnestly pray to 
Prophet Mohammed and 
Allah. Who is the same 
as Jehova, Ahura Mazda, 
God Almighty, the Father 
in heaven or the Atma or 
Supreme Spirit.” Are the 
self-styled Hindu leaders 

of today greater than Ma-
hatma Gandhi and Swa-
mi Vivekananda? More 
learned that those who 
headed Adi Shankara’s 
peethams? More wedded 
to Sanatan Dharma than 
sages like Paramhansa 
Yogananda and Swami 
Chidananda? In contrast 
to all the great Hindu 
preachers, we have 
people today – some in-
credibly clad in saffron 
– constantly tormenting 
and verbally and physi-
cally attacking minorities 
– Muslims in particular 
– preaching hatred and 
abusing their religion. 
Falsehood and innuen-
does are weapons freely 
used to tarnish the mi-
norities. Little do many 
realise that preaching 
hatred of other religions, 
other holy books and 
other gods is a terrible 
sin. “Why do Protestants 
and Catholics fight in 
Ireland? … Why do Hin-
dus and Muslims fight? 
Ignorance is responsible 
for all misunderstanding 
and dissension,” wrote 
Swami Vishnudevana-
nda, also of Sivananda 
Ashram whose works 
on yoga and meditation 
are considered classics. 
Swami Vivekananda was 
more scathing: “For all 
the devilry that religion 
is, blamed with, religion 
is not at all in fault: no 
religion ever persecuted 
men, no religion ever 
burnt witches, no religion 
ever did any of those 
things.

Whither, in the Name of Religion, 
Goes the Voice of Reason?

A study by the Centre for 
Social Impact and Philan-
thropy, Ashoka University, 
has revealed that Indians 
donate far more to religious 
organisations than non-re-
ligious ones. Chinese Con-
struction of Waterfalls in the 
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in The Wire says that ‘reli-
gious beliefs’ dominate as a 
motivating factor for mak-
ing these donations, Swati 
Shresth, the co-author of 
the study, notes that it is 
difficult to frame the nature 
of ‘religious beliefs’ as one 
that is restricted to religious 
institutions like temples, 
mosques, etc. What needs 
to be noted is that the idea 
of godhood being central 
to such institutions ropes 
in the element of faith quite 
strongly in a person. Reli-
gious belief, according to 
Shresth, requires a more 
inclusive understanding that 
“can also include matters 
of faith and belief which 
are greater than religion, 
societal norms or learned 
behaviour”. But such an in-
clusive understanding can 
pose difficulty in reconcil-
ing the contradictory ideas 
of a man or a woman as a 
rational being and as one 
driven by (mostly blind) 
faith as the following ex-
amples illustrate. A village 
in Uttar Pradesh, during the 
peak of the COVID-19 pan-
demic in 2021, had set up 

a temple for “goddess co-
rona” and prayers were be-
ing offered in the hope that 
divine intervention could 
ward off the disease. In a 
similar episode, Kamatchi-
puri Adhinam, a temple in 
Coimbatore, consecrated 
a “Corona Devi”, a black 
stone idol, for similar rea-
sons. The creation of a new 
goddess reminds one of the 
Hindi film OMG: Oh My 
God!, written and directed 
by Umesh Shukla, where a 
new god is created out of 
an ordinary mortal Kanji, 
a character in the film. The 
film also shows the role of 
scheming godmen in this 
act of creating a new god 
through their propaganda 
machinery and how they 
make money, collected as 
donations, in the process. 
This illustrates how easy 
it is to make people have 
faith in the very idea of god-
hood. Sometimes such faith 
is generated by instilling a 
sense of fear among people 
and, in some cases and cir-

cumstances, enabling the 
dealers of faith to amass 
wealth and acquire a certain 
status (as babas, gurus and 
sadhus) in the name of god. 
Also Read: Why Religion 
Is Here to Stay and Science 
Won’t Destroy It The irony 
of religious belief and rea-
son One can be dismissive 
about such a phenomenon 
by blaming the gullibility 
of the ignorant people who 
fall prey to the faith indus-
try. But how does one ac-
count for a similar kind of 
belief among people whose 
very education and profes-
sion demand an exercise of 
reason to a high degree? A 
few years back I had gone 
to a corporate hospital, ear-
ly in the morning, to meet 
a friend who had been ad-
mitted. There was a statue 
of Lord Ganesha at the en-
trance of the hospital. I was 
witness to some of the doc-
tors arriving for their duty 
bowing down their heads 
and praying before the 
statue. Is this act a “societal 

norm” or a “learned behav-
iour” – that the co-author of 
the study suggests should 
be included in the expanded 
understanding of ‘religious 
beliefs’? My philosophical 
impulse, triggered by this 
sight of doctors praying be-
fore god, prompted me to 
pose a question to myself: 
What does a doctor pray for 
before duty? One response 
from the doctor to this ques-
tion could be imagined: “I 
should be doing well in my 
professional engagement 
today. Please bless me, O 
Lord.” Suppose god heeds 
her words. So being the 
beneficiary of god’s benev-
olence would mean more 
patients for the doctor. This 
naturally implies that god, 
as an agent, should inflict 
misery, in terms of illness, 
on some souls. The irony of 
the matter here is that some 
of these souls could also be 
devotees of the same god 
praying for good health. 
How would god decide? 
Who would be favoured? 
Whose prayers would be 
answered? Will god not be 
charged with favouritism? 
As such a response appears 
to be making god open to 
crude charges; it may per-
haps lead one to imagine 
and make room for some 
other moderate, finer in-
terpretation and a better 
sense of the doctor’s prayer 
along the following lines. 
In defence of prayer, it can 
be said she prays for the 
strength and wisdom to treat 
the patients throughout the 
day. This expression of con-
voluted defence of prayer 
to god leaves one with any 

RSS, Constitution and Administrative Roles: 
Kerala CM’s Response to Governor’s Presser

A day after Kerala gov-
ernor Arif Mohammad 
Khan addressed a press 
conference to highlight 
allegations of executive 
excesses in the state uni-
versities, Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan wrote 
a strong rebuttal accus-
ing Khan of advancing 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh’s political inter-
ests through his office. 
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TISEMENT Face-offs 
between Khan and the 
Kerala government have 
increasingly become fre-
quent since December 
2019 when the former 
first hit out at the state 
government for passing 
a resolution against the 
controversial Citizen-
ship Amendment Act in 
the assembly. Although 
the governor is bound 
by the constitution to ac-
cept executive decisions, 
Khan has constantly at-
tempted to criticise or 
stall Vijayan government 
decisions. Matters esca-
lated when Khan – also 
the chancellor of Kannur 
University – addressed a 
press conference to reg-
ister his protest against 
the reappointment of 
eminent historian Gopi-
nath Ravindran as the 
vice-chancellor of the 
university and appoint-

ment of chief minister’s 
private secretary K.K. 
Ragesh’s wife Priya Var-
ghese as associate pro-
fessor in the Malayalam 
department. Vijayan, in 
his retort, said that all 
the appointments were 
done according to rules 
and alleged that Khan 
has been taking unilateral 
decisions at the univer-
sity without consulting 
the state government, an 
instance of which was 
his order to constitute a 
search committee to find 
the next vice-chancellor 
of Kerala University. In 
Khan’s two-hour press 
briefing on September 
19, the governor accused 
the Vijayan government 
of multiple wrongdoings, 
branding the Left Demo-
cratic Front government 
as one following an “ide-
ology of violence”. He 
also declared his intent 
to restrict the “govern-
ment’s interference” in 

university matters. A day 
later, Vijayan responded 
by saying that the gov-
ernor’s press conference 
against the state govern-
ment was an “unprec-
edented” attempt to over-
ride executive powers 
guaranteed by the Indian 
constitution and went on 
to allege that Khan may 
be acting at the behest 
of the RSS and the Nar-
endra Modi-led Centre. 
Excerpts from Vijayan’s 
statement, translated 
from the original Ma-
layalam to English, are 
produced below. § Yes-
terday’s press confer-
ence at Raj Bhavan was 
a very unusual event in 
Kerala. It can be said that 
it’s not just in Kerala but 
also, in the country it-
self. The uniqueness was 
that Raj Bhavan became 
the venue for it. Usually, 
when the Governor has 
to say something, he says 
it within the Raj Bhavan. 

There are formal chan-
nels of communication 
between the government 
and the Governor. Dis-
agreements can also be 
communicated through 
such means. Instead, he 
chose to go public with 
it, that’s the reason this 
matter needs to be men-
tioned here. According 
to the constitution of 
our country, the Gover-
nor is the constitutional 
head of the state. Execu-
tive power is vested in 
the elected government. 
The constitution stipu-
lates that the Governor 
should act with the aid 
and advice of the Cabi-
net. He is not personally 
responsible for any law 
or decision signed by the 
Governor. That respon-
sibility belongs to the 
government. In the 1974 
Shamsher Singh case, the 
constitution bench of the 
Supreme Court clarified 
that the Governor should 
act only on the advice of 
the Cabinet. The judg-
ment in this case also 
makes it clear that the 
Governor has no right 
to reject the decision of 
the Cabinet. In its report, 
the Sarkaria Commission 
in 1988, which studied 
Centre-State relations in 
the country, said that the 
Governor should be a 
detached figure. It means 
a person who is neither 
involved in active poli-
tics nor a member of the 
ruling party. 
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Amid Power Crisis, Pakistan Ends 
Electricity Subsidy for People of PoK

Muzaffarabad [PoK]: 
The Pakistani govern-
ment has ended their sub-
sidy on electricity and the 
tariff has been revoked 
for the illegally-occupied 
region of Pakistan, ac-
cording to the country`s 
vernacular media. The 
Pakistan government re-
voked the tariff through 
the one-sided agree-
ment draft issued to the 
PoK (Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir), as per the re-
port in Siasat Edit. In the 
illegally-occupied region 
of Pakistan, the electric-
ity is generated from 
the water and hence, the 
Pakistani government is 
trying to generate reve-
nue through fuel price by 
imposing KESCO Tariff 
in PoK. Now electricity 
would cost from 16 to 22 
rupees per unit in PoK. 
The illegally occupied 
region is blessed with 
water resources and is a 
self-dependent region in 
electricity production but 

still people of PoK are 
yearning for electricity. 
This one-sided dictate is 
a violation of the WAP-
DA agreement between 
the Federal and PoK 
governments. This is a 
matter between two gov-
ernments, and it should 
be resolved as per the 
ground facts and records 
through talks. It is good 
that the leadership in PoK 
have taken a strong stand 
against the federation`s 
unilateral action and it is 
the correct expression of 
the emotions of the peo-
ple, according to Siasat 
Edit. The total electricity 
needed for PoK is only 
350MW and it is produc-
ing more than 4000MW 
of electricity through 
Pin Electricity Projects. 
Free electricity is a right 
of the people of PoK and 
hence the illegally occu-
pied region by Pakistan`s 
government should stand 
firm against this decision 
by the Federation Gov-

ernment and the people of 
Pok will give all support 
at every level. Also Read: 
Cash-Strapped Pakistan 
Hold Talks With IMF in 
bid to Unlock $7 Billion 
Bailout Pakistan is fac-
ing its worst time since 
the nation formed as the 
Pakistani rupee plunged, 
is being a constant target 
of terrorists, flour crisis 
and now, the electric-
ity crisis is only adding 
to their problems. In the 
past nine years, Pakistan 
has faced eight major 
power outages and the 
latest major power out-
age on January 23 serves 

as a warning of the dysto-
pian future that awaits Is-
lamabad, reported Asian 
Lite International. The 
people of Pakistan are 
caught in the middle, un-
able to understand why 
the country keeps fail-
ing to introduce struc-
tural reforms and if they 
will ever live in a coun-
try where there is not a 
constant threat of power 
breakdowns, gas outages, 
and water scarcity. The 
Ministry of Energy con-
firmed that the system 
frequency of the national 
power grid `went down` 
at 0700 hours on January 

Islamabad: Speaking on 
the deadly suicide bomb-
ing inside a mosque in 
Peshawar on Tuesday, 
Pakistan Defence Min-
ister Khwaja Asif said 
worshippers were not 
killed during prayers 
even in India, the Dawn 
reported. The suicide 
attack left 100 people 
dead and scores more 
injured. Expressing his 
views on the attack at 
the National Assembly, 
Asif said, “Worshippers 
weren`t killed during 
prayers even in India or 
Israel but it happened in 
Pakistan.”The explosion 
took place in the central 
hall of the mosque on 
Monday around 1 pm. 
Calling for unity in the 
fight against terrorism, 
the minister said it was 
time for Pakistan to set 
its “house in order,” ac-
cording to Dawn. Recall-
ing terrorism incidents 
from 2010- 2017, the 
minister said, “This war 
started from Swat dur-
ing the PPP`s tenure and 

it was concluded during 
the PML-N`s previous 
tenure, and peace was es-
tablished in the country 
from Karachi to Swat.” 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like This 
is an profitable opportu-
nity for India citizens. 
ESCLAW Get Certified 
from IIT Roorkee EICT 
& Intellipaat Intellipaat 
“But if you remember, 
a year-and-a-half or two 
years ago [...] we were 
given a briefing two, three 
times in this same hall 
in which it was clearly 
stated that talks could be 
carried out against these 
people and they can be 

brought toward peace,” 
he added. Asif said vary-
ing opinions had risen 
on the matter but despite 
that, no “conclusive de-
cision” was taken. Also 
Read: India Condemns 
Peshawar Mosque Blast, 
Extends Condolences 
to Kin of Terror Attack 
Victims He further stated 
that thousands of people 
were left without jobs 
after the Afghans came 
and settled in Pakistan, 
the Dawn report stated, 
adding that Asif also 
said the first proof sur-
faced when the people 
of Swat protested against 
the resettled people. He 

noted that the people of 
Wana also protested and 
expressed similar emo-
tions. “I am mentioning 
these incidents because 
of the tragedy that oc-
curred yesterday [...] the 
terrorist was standing in 
the frontline during Zuhr 
prayers where he deto-
nated himself,” he said. 
Asif said the prime min-
ister and the army chief 
visited Peshawar where 
they were given a brief-
ing on the attack. “But 
this is a tragedy where 
we require the same re-
solve and unity which 
was expressed in 2011-
2012,” the minister said.  

“I will not talk for long 
but I will say briefly that 
at the start, we sowed the 
seeds for terrorism,” the 
Defence minister said. 
He said that when Rus-
sia invaded Afghanistan, 
Pakistan offered its ser-
vices to the United States 
`on rent`. “General Zia 
was the ruler at the time 
[...] the agreement made 
with the US went on for 
eight to nine years after 
which the US went back 
to Washington celebrat-
ing the fact that Russia 
was defeated,” he added. 
Meanwhile, India, on 
Tuesday, condoled the 
loss of lives in the deadly 
mosque attack.Taking to 
Twitter, MEA Spokes-
person Arindam Bagchi 
posted, “India extends its 
deep condolences to the 
families of the victims 
of the terror attack in 
Peshawar yesterday. We 
strongly condemn this at-
tack, which has taken the 
lives of so many people.”

Vanuatu volcano throws up huge fumes 
of ash into Pacific’s ‘Ring of Fire

Vanuatu islands, located 
between Australia and 
Fiji, witnessed eruption 
of an active underwater 
volcano on Wednesday, 
with visuals on social 
media showing huge 
fumes of ash going up in 
the oceanic skyline. Phil-
ip Malsale, identified as a 
Vanuatu-based climatol-
ogist, shared images on 
Twitter that showed mas-
sive plumes of ash going 
into the sky. Reports in 
the local media claimed 
that the volcano is six 
kilometres east of Epi is-
land, about 68 km north 
of the capital Port Vila. × 
The East Epi submarine 

volcano was reportedly 
steaming since early on 
Wednesday morning. 
“The volcano activity 
increased a little bit to 
explosions that propelled 
ash to some 100 kilo-
metres that fall around 
the submarine volcano,” 
Ricordo William, a sub-
marine senior volcano 
officer in Vanuatu said 
in an official statement. 
ALSO WATCH | Watch: 
The world’s largest ac-
tive volcano burst into 
life for the first time in 40 
years × “We gave advice 
to the aviation industry 
as well as the marinas to 
stay away from the east 

of Apia island region,” 
he added. Locals on the 
nearby islands of Epi 
and Tongoa have been 
told to avoid the coast. 
Volcanoes in Vanuatu 
The nation made up of 
roughly 80 islands that 
stretch 1300 kilometres 
has a number of active 
volcanoes. Vanuatu is 
in the Pacific “Ring of 
Fire”, where tectonic 
plates collide. They have 
shown activity through-
out the twentieth and 
twenty-first century. The 
current eruption is in one 
of the series of active un-
derwater volcanic cones 
which last erupted in 
2004. Earlier in January, 
a strong 7.0-magnitude 
earthquake had hit Vanu-
atu, with people moving 
to higher grounds for the 
fear of a Tsunami tidal 
wave. A tsunami warning 
was initially issued for 
Vanuatu, New Caledonia 
and the Solomon Islands 
but cancelled about an 
hour and a half after the 
quake.

Cash-Strapped Pakistan Hold Talks With IMF 
in bid to Unlock $7 Billion Bailout

Peshawar Attack: Netizens Furious as Pak 
Politicians Take Photos With Coffins

Peshawar: Social media 
users in Pakistan have ex-
pressed their grief, anger 
and shock with a number 
of prominent politicians 
turning up to take photos 
with coffins of those who 
died in one of the deadliest 
suicide attacks at a mosque 
in Peshawar. According to 
the latest reports, the death 
toll from the suicide attack 
has crossed 100 after res-
cue workers retrieved more 
bodies from the debris of 
the devastated mosque in-
side a major police facility. 
Pakistan’s Twitter frater-
nity has ridiculed their lo-
cal politicians for playing 
politics over the dead bod-
ies of the victims and doing 
little to wipe out terrorism 
from the country. Express-
ing anger, several Twitter 
users accused the Pakistani 
establishment of creating 
a “Frankenstein Monster” 
which was now eating up
 its creator. The Pakistani 
investigators are trying to 
find out how the bomber 
sneaked into the high-se-
curity zone in Pakistan’s 
northwestern Peshawar 

city. According to them, 
the suicide bomber who 
was present in the front row 
during the Zuhr (afternoon) 
prayers on Monday blew 
himself up, causing the roof 
to collapse on the worship-
pers. Policemen Among 
Victims Lady Reading 
Hospital (LRH) spokesper-
son Mohammad Asim said 
that 100 bodies had been 
brought to the medical fa-
cility. Asim said 53 injured 
were currently being treat-
ed while seven had been ad-
mitted to the intensive care 
unit (ICU). He said that 
most of the injured were 
out of danger. Most of the 
victims were policemen. At 
least a deputy superinten-
dent of police, five sub-in-
spectors and the mosque’s 
prayer leader Maulana 
Sahibzada Noorul Amin 
were among the dead. The 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP), known as the Paki-
stani Taliban, claimed re-
sponsibility for the suicide 
attack, saying it was part of 
a revenge attack for slain 
TTP commander Umar 
Khalid Khurasani who was 

killed in Afghanistan in Au-
gust last. According to the 
Police Control Room Pe-
shawar, more than two hun-
dred injured were brought 
to the Lady Reading hos-
pital. Capital City Police 
Officer, Peshawar (CCPO) 
Ejaz Khan told Geo TV that 
the head of the suspected 
suicide bomber was recov-
ered from the blast site. 
Suicide Bomber Identified 
The suspected bomber was 
identified as 37-year-old 
Mohammed Ayaz son of 
Salim Khan from Mohm-
and agency. “It is possible 
that the attacker was al-
ready present in the Police 

Lines before the blast and 
that he may have used an 
official vehicle [to enter],” 
he said. “(The) CTD is in-
vestigating the case,” he 
said. High-Level Probe Into 
Peshawar Attack A high-
level investigation commit-
tee has been set up to look 
into the security lapses. A 
preliminary investigation 
report of the blast has been 
sent to Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif. The bomber 
entered the highly secured 
mosque inside police lines 
where four layers of securi-
ty were in place. Provincial 
Police chief Moazzam Jah 
Ansari.

ISLAMABAD: Cash-
strapped Pakistan on 
Tuesday held a first round 
of talks with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund 
(IMF) in a bid to unlock 
stalled funds from a $7 
billion bailout to ward off 
an economic meltdown. 
Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar met IMF Pakistan 
Mission Chief Nathan 

Porter, the finance minis-
try said, and briefed him 
on the “fiscal and eco-
nomic reforms and mea-
sures being taken by the 
government in different 
sectors”. The IMF fund-
ing is critical for Paki-
stan, which has barely 
enough foreign exchange 
reserves to cover three 
weeks of imports. Fuel 

comprises the bulk of 
the import bill. Pakistan 
secured a $6 billion IMF 
bailout in 2019, which 
was topped up with an-
other $1 billion last year. 
The talks, to continue 
through February 9, are 
meant to clear the IMF’s 
9th review of its Extend-
ed Fund Facility, aimed 
at helping countries fac-
ing balance-of-payments 
crises. The lender had 
set several conditions 
for resuming the bailout, 
including a market-deter-
mined exchange rate for 
the local currency and an 
easing of fuel subsidies. 
Last week, Pakistan re-
moved an artificial cap 
on the rupee, resulting 
in it losing 14.73% in 
interbank trading during 
the last three trading ses-
sions. The central bank 
said the rupee gained 
0.65% against dollar on 
Tuesday in inter-bank 
trading, but, according to 

the exchange companies’ 
association, lost 0.54% 
in the open market. “We 
believe that the rupee’s 
weakness still has further 
to run, particularly with 
Pakistan’s balance-of-
payments position likely 
to remain weak for sev-
eral more months,” Fitch 
Solutions said. New 
measures also include 
taxation, shedding power 
sector debt and hiking en-
ergy prices, with people 
already facing 24.5% in-
flation. The central bank 
also raised interest rates 
this month by 100 basis 
points to fight inflation. 
The finance ministry, 
which raised fuel prices 
by 16% over the week-
end ahead of the talks, 
said in its monthly report 
issued on Tuesday that 
fiscal consolidation.
 was key to saving official 
reserves and exchange 
rate stability.

China a ‘Major’ Challenge to India 
and World, Warns US

Washington [US]: The 
United States and India 
on Tuesday formally es-
tablished a high-level 
initiative on critical and 
emerging technologies 
or iCET. India`s Na-
tional Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval had a `fruit-
ful discussion` with his 
US counterpart at the 
White House. In the dis-
cussions, there was a 
laser focus on aligning 
Washington and New 
Delhi`s strategic, com-
mercial and scientific ap-
proaches specifically in 

the field of technology. 
Officials did announce 
several concrete steps 
that the initiative will be 
taking forward from the 
high-power meeting in 
Washington. Jake Sulli-
van, in an interview with 
reporters, said that iCET 
would `serve both coun-
tries` deeper strategic in-
terests, according to The 
Washington Post. iCET 
has no explicit reference 
to China, but the Biden 
administration sees tech-
nology development vis-
a-vis China as a zero-

sum game that the U.S. 
cannot lose hence iCET 
could be an important 
way forward. “The US-
India defence and artifi-
cial intelligence dialogue 
is a multi-layered ap-
proach and China is one 
of the dimensions as it is 
a major challenge to New 
Delhi and the world,” a 
senior administration of-
ficial in Washington told 
reporters. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like This is an profitable 
opportunity for India cit-
izens. ESCLAW Master 
Electric Vehicle Design | 
8 months Online Learn-
ing Great learning On 
whether there were any 
geopolitical concerns 
about China and Russia, 
Sullivan said, “A big part 
of the story is fundamen-
tally about a bet on high 
tech and an industrial in-
novation policy. That`s at 
the core of the president`s 
entire approach to his 

presidency. So the Chi-
na-Russia factors are 
real, but so is the idea of 
building a deep demo-
cratic ecosystem with 
high technology.” Sul-
livan acknowledged the 
geopolitical dimension 
of the initiative, saying, 
“The backdrop of geopo-
litical competition with 
China has been a feature 
of the US-India relation-
ship now for more than a 
decade.” “There is much 
more about India`s rise 
and the US desire to par-
ticipate in that rise. This 
is important with regard 
to China. I think that 
they`ve proven them-
selves time and again, to 
be a challenge for India 
and for the world. And I 
think working together 
as like-minded countries 
is a beneficial and nec-
essary part of our Indo-
Pacific strategy.” the offi-
cial added. A key element 
of the initiative.

‘Worshippers not Killed During Prayers 
Even in India’: Pak Defence Minister
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Samsung Galaxy Unpacked 2023 to go live 
tonight: How to watch it live; what to expect

Samsung will host its 
much-waited Galaxy 
Unpacked event tonight 
globally. The tech giant 
is expected to launch the 
Samsung Galaxy S23 
series along with Gal-
axy Book 3 series at the 
event. The Galaxy S23 
series is likely to include 
Galaxy S23, Galaxy S23 
Plus and Galaxy S23 Ul-
tra. On the other hand, 
Galaxy Book 3 series 
is expected to include 
Galaxy Book 3, Galaxy 
Book 3 Pro, and Galaxy 
Book 3 Pro 360. Also 
Read - Top upcoming 
phones of February 2023: 
Samsung Galaxy S23, 
OnePlus 11R 5G and 

more Samsung Galaxy 
Unpacked 2023: How to 
watch it live Samsung 
Galaxy Unpacked 2023 
will commence tonight 
at 10.30 pm IST in In-
dia. The livestream link 
will be available on the 
company’s YouTube 
channel and social me-
dia channels. You can 
also tap on the livestream 
link embedded below to 
catch all the live updates. 
Samsung Galaxy S23 
series expected specifi-
cations The entry-level 
Galaxy S23 might fea-
ture a 6.1-inch flat-screen 
punch-hole display with 
an FHD+ resolution and 
120Hz refresh rate. It will 

be an AMOLED panel 
that will have HDR10+ 
support and thin bezels. 
The Galaxy S23+, on the 
other hand, is expected to 
come with a 6.6-inch pan-
el with QHD+ resolution. 
Other display specs will 
be the same as the vanilla 
S23. The displays on both 
phones will double up as 
an in-display fingerprint 
scanner, offering added 
security. As for protec-
tion, both will have the 
new Gorilla Glass Victus 
2. Powering the phones 
will be the Snapdragon 
8 Gen 2 chipset paired 
with LPDDR5X RAM 
and UFS 3.1 storage on 
the S23’s base configu-
ration, as per the recent 
news. Other variants may 
have faster UFS 4.0 stor-
age. The S23+ will be all 
UFS 4.0 and LPDDR5X. 
The duo is expected to 
have a triple camera sys-
tem on the back with a 
50MP main lens, a 10MP 
telephoto sensor, and a 
12MP ultra-wide lens. 
The Galaxy S23 might 
pack a 3,900mAh bat-
tery with support for 

25W wired, 10W wire-
less, and reverse wire-
less charging. The Gal-
axy S23+ will pack a 
4,700mAh battery with 
support for 45W wired, 
10W wireless, and re-
verse wireless charging. 
Both phones will boot on 
Android 13-based One 
UI 5.1 out of the box. 
The S23 is tipped to start 
at Rs 79,999, whereas, 
the S23+ will start at Rs 
89,999. The Galaxy S23 
was spotted on a telco’s 
website with the follow-
ing colors – Phantom 
Black, Lavender, Green, 
and Cream. The S23+ 
may have similar shades. 
The major device in the 
series will be the Galaxy 
S23 Ultra. It will with a 
few improvements. The 
device will feature a 6.8-
inch curved AMOLED 
panel with a QHD+ reso-
lution of, 3088 x 1440 
pixels. It will be a punch-
hole panel with 2000 or 
higher nits of brightness 
and Gorilla Glass 5 pro-
tection. The phone will 
also have an in-display 
fingerprint scanner.

Spotify Becomes World’s First Music Streaming 
Platform To Surpass 200 Mn Paid Users

Highlights Spotify also 
announced that it was let-
ting go off, Dawn Ostroff, 
who was the company’s 
Chief Content and Adver-
tising Officer. Its monthly 
active users (MAUs) 
reached 489 million, a 20 
percent increase (YoY), 
according to the com-
pany’s Q4 2022 earnings 
report. On the earnings 
front, Spotify posted an 
operating loss of around 
$250 million for the quar-
ter. Chat Music stream-
ing platform Spotify on 
Tuesday announced its 
premium subscribers 
base has touched 205 
million, representing a 14 
percent increase year-on-
year. This makes Spotify 
the world’s first music 
streaming company to 
achieve such a large user 
base. Also Read: Spotify 
back after brief outage 
that affected thousands of 
users Spotify will host its 
next Stream On event on 
March 8: Check details 
More News Its monthly 
active users (MAUs) 
reached 489 million, a 20 
percent increase (YoY), 

according to the com-
pany’s Q4 2022 earnings 
report. ADVERTISE-
MENT Spotify becomes 
the first streaming plat-
form to have 200 mil-
lion paid users “Q422 
delivered great platform 
growth. We ended 2022 
strongly despite a chal-
lenging year. Expect us 
to move faster with more 
intensity of effort, driv-
ing even greater efficien-
cy in 2023,” CEO Daniel 
Ek said in a tweet. On the 
earnings front, Spotify 
posted an operating loss 

of around $250 million 
for the quarter. ADVER-
TISEMENT The MAU 
net additions reached a 
quarterly record-high 
of 33 million in Q4, 10 
million above guidance. 
Subscriber growth also 
materially outperformed, 
exceeding guidance by 
3 million net additions. 
“Looking back on 2022 
in its entirety, we are 
pleased with our overall 
results. Each year pres-
ents certain challenges 
and opportunities and, 
over the past 12 months, 

we largely delivered on 
our internal goals and we 
are excited about the mo-
mentum we are building 
heading into 2023,” said 
Spotify. For the unversed, 
Spotify is testing a 
“Friends tab” feature that 
will appear in the app’s 
bottom navigation bar for 
some subset of Spotify’s 
users. Notably, the com-
pany has not made any 
public announcements 
about its plans to launch 
a Friends tab on mobile. 
Spotify has recently an-
nounced that it is reduc-
ing its workforce across 
teams by six percent. The 
company, as per its earn-
ings report for the third 
quarter, had a workforce 
of around 9,800 employ-
ees. As per the com-
pany’s latest announce-
ment, it will be letting go 
of around 588 employees 
in its latest cost-cutting 
measure. The company 
reportedly cut 38 jobs in 
October last year. Spotify 
also announced that it 
was letting go off, Dawn 
Ostroff, who was the 
company’s Chief Content 
and Advertising Office.

Airtel 5G Plus arrives in Telangana, 
Andhra Pradesh: Check availability

Airtel today announced 
that it is bringing its 5G 
Plus network to eight 
more cities in India. The 
company said that it is 
introducing its 5G net-
work in two cities in 
Telangana and six cities 
in Andhra Pradesh. The 
telecom giant has already 
introduced its 5G Plus 
network in Hyderabad 
and Vizag. This means 
that with today’s launch, 
Airtel’s 5G Plus service 
is available in a total of 
seven cities in Andhra 
Pradesh and three cities 
in Telangana. Also Read - 
Microsoft to remove sev-
eral popular games from 
Xbox 360 store As far 
as the specifics are con-
cerned, Airtel’s 5G Plus 
network is now available 
in Warangal and Karim-
nagar in Telangana. In 
Warangal, the service is 
available at Hanumak-

onda, Akshoka Hotel, 
Kazipet Railway Station, 
Reddy Colony, Kasi bug-
ga, Mayemnagar, Gir-
manjiper, and Revenue 
Colony areas. On the oth-
er hand, In Karimnagar, 
the service is available 
at Sirsilla Road, Adarsh 
Nagar, Chaitanyapuri, 
Saraswathi Nagar, Seeth-
arampur, Saleh Nagar, 
and Raikurthy areas of 
the city. Also Read - 
POCO X5 5G specifica-
tions leaked, but Indian 

buyers shouldn’t care In 
Andhra Pradesh, Airtel’s 
5G network is available 
in Vijaywada, Rajahmun-
dry, Kakinada, Kurnool, 
Guntur, and Tirupati. In 
Vijaywada, the service is 
available at Benz Circle, 
PVP Mall, Bus Stand, 
NTR Circle, Power One 
Mall, and Auto Nagar 
areas, whereas in Ra-
jahmundry, the service 
is available at Railway 
Station Rd, Tadithota, 
Morampudi junction.

Union Budget 2023-24 Expectations: Crypto 
Sector Looks Forward to Tax Deduction

Union Budget 2023-24 
will be tabled by Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman in the Indian Par-
liament today at 11 am. 
Just like various other 
sectors, the crypto market 
is also expecting some 
favourable announce-
ments for its growth in 
India in the coming fi-
nancial year. From tax 
regimes that can help the 
demand for cryptos to a 
regulatory framework on 
cryptos in India, there is 
a lot for the crypto indus-
try to be hopeful about 
the last full budget of the 
Narendra Modi Govern-
ment before the general 
elections in 2024. In the 
Union Budget last year, 
the FM took some tough 
calls for the crypto sec-
tor, introducing 30 per-
cent tax on profits and a 
1 percent tax deducted 

at source (TDS) on all 
crypto transactions. The 
government’s decision 
on including virtual as-
sets (like cryptocurren-
cy) under the tax regime 
was considered to be an 

indirect way to include 
crypto transactions in the 
legal ecosystem. Howev-
er, it has been a year and 
the crypto transactions 
still await to be legal. Af-
ter the Economic Survey 

2022-23 report presented 
on January 31, it looks 
that the government 
is unlikely to give any 
prominent thought for le-
galising the crypto trans-
actions. Citing the FTX 

collapse, the government 
has highlighted how the 
crypto market has proved 
to be filled with vulner-
abilities. The RBI Gover-
nor Shaktikanta Das had 
earlier clarified that the 
“RBI would like to stick 
to its stance of prohibit-
ing them completely.” 
One of the primary de-
mands for the sector will 
be a tax cut on the crypto 
transactions. According 
to a CoinDesk report, the 
industry experts expect a 
reduce in TDS to mini-
mum 0.1 percent from 
current 1 percent. Anoth-
er important announce-
ment to look forward to 
is India’s mention of the 
work on its digital cur-
rency or CBDC. An RBI 
official previously stated 
that the transactions us-
ing CBDC will remain 
anonymous.

Microsoft Said to Invest $10 Billion 
Into OpenAI, Other Venture Firms

Microsoft Corp is in talks to 
invest $10 billion (roughly 
Rs. 82,200 crore) into Ope-
nAI, the owner of Chat-
GPT, which will value the 
San Francisco-based firm 
at $29 billion (roughly Rs. 
2,38,400 crore), Semafor 
reported on Monday, cit-
ing people familiar with 
the matter. The funding in-
cludes other venture firms 
and deal documents were 
sent to prospective inves-
tors in recent weeks, with 
the aim to close the round 
by the end of 2022, the 
report said. Microsoft de-
clined to comment, while 
OpenAI did not immedi-

ately respond to Reuters’ 
request for comment. Chat-
GPT Creator Mulling Ten-
der Offer Valuing Firm at 
$29 Billion: Report This 
follows a Wall Street Jour-
nal report that said OpenAI 
was in talks to sell existing 
shares at a roughly $29 bil-
lion valuation, with ven-
ture capital firms such as 
Thrive Capital and Found-
ers Fund buying shares 
from existing shareholders. 
OpenAI, founded by Tesla 
CEO Elon Musk and inves-
tor Sam Altman, made the 
ChatGPT chatbot available 
for free public testing on 
November 30. A chatbot 

is a software application 
designed to mimic human-
like conversation based on 
user prompts. The Sema-
for report said the funding 
terms included Microsoft 
getting 75 percent of Ope-
nAI’s profits until it recoups 
its initial investment once 
OpenAI figures out how to 
make money on ChatGPT 
and other products like 
image creation tool Dall-
E. Here’s How Microsoft 
Could Be Using ChatGPT 
AI to Compete With Google 
On hitting that threshold, 
Microsoft would have a 49 
percent stake in OpenAI, 
with other investors tak-
ing another 49 percent and 
OpenAI’s nonprofit parent 
getting 2 percent, the re-
port said, without clarify-
ing what the stakes would 
be until Microsoft got its 
money back. Microsoft, 
which invested $1 billion 
(roughly Rs. 8,221 crore) in 
OpenAI in 2019, was work-
ing to launch a version of 
its search engine Bing using 
the AI behind ChatGPT, the 
Information reported last 
week.

ChatGPT Creator OpenAI Releases ‘Imperfect’ 
Software to Identify AI-Generated Text

OpenAI, the creator of 
the popular chatbot Chat-
GPT, has released a soft-
ware tool to identify text 
generated by artificial in-
telligence, the company 
said in a blog post on 
Wednesday. ChatGPT is 
a free program that gen-
erates text in response to 
a prompt, including ar-
ticles, essays, jokes, and 
even poetry, which has 
gained wide popularity 
since its debut in Novem-
ber, while raising con-
cerns about copyright and 
plagiarism. The AI clas-
sifier, a language model 
trained on the dataset of 
pairs of human-written 
and AI-written text on 
the same topic, aims to 
distinguish text that is 
written by AI. It uses a 
variety of providers to 
address issues such as au-
tomated misinformation 
campaigns and academic 
dishonesty, the company 
said. Baidu Working on a 

ChatGPT-Style AI Chat-
bot, Will Launch Soon 
In its public beta mode, 
OpenAI acknowledges 
the detection tool is very 
unreliable on texts under 
1,000 characters, and 

AI-written text can be 
edited to trick the classi-
fier. “We’re making this 
classifier publicly avail-
able to get feedback on 
whether imperfect tools 
like this one are useful,” 

OpenAI said. “We rec-
ognize that identifying 
AI-written text has been 
an important point of dis-
cussion among educators, 
and equally important 
is recognizing the limits 

and impacts of AI-gen-
erated text classifiers in 
the classroom.” ChatGPT 
Usage Banned in French 
University Over Con-
cerns About Plagiarism 
Since ChatGPT debuted 
in November and gained 
wide popularity among 
millions of users, some 
of the largest US school 
districts, including New 
York City, have banned 
the AI chatbot over con-
cerns that students will 
use the text generator to 
cheat or plagiarize. Oth-
ers have created third-
party detection tools 
including GPTZeroX 
to help educators detect 
AI-generated text. Ope-
nAI said it is engaging 
with educators to discuss 
ChatGPT’s capabilities 
and limitations and will 
continue to work on the 
detection of AI-generat-
ed text. ChatGPT Wrote 
Essays and Passed a US 
Law School Exam.
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Union Budget 2023 to Incorporate Every 
Sections Expectations: MoS Finance

New Delhi: Ahead of the 
presentation of Union 
Budget 2023-24 in the 
Parliament on Wednes-
day, Minister of State for 
Finance Pankaj Chaud-
hary said that the bud-
get will incorporate the 
expectations of every 
section of society and 
will stand on everyone`s 
expectations. Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman will table 
the Budget 2023 in Lok 
Sabha today at 11 am. 
This will be the Narendra 
Modi government’s last 
full Budget in this term 
of the Parliament. by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksY-
ou May Like This is an 
profitable opportunity for 
India citizens. ESCLAW 
Surprising online earning 

options available for Indi-
ans. GetsTake Speaking 
to ANI ahead of the Bud-
get, MoS Finance said 
that the people’s expecta-
tions would be reflected 
in the Budget which will 
be presented later today. 
“This is the budget incor-
porating the expectations 
of every section of soci-
ety. Indian economy is 

on track due to the lead-
ership of PM Modi and 
the supervision of Nir-
mala Sitharaman. (Also 
Read: FM Sitharaman 
Meets President Murmu 
Ahead of Union Budget 
2023 Presentation) The 
Economic Survey also 
suggests the same. The 
budget has been made 
keeping in view all sec-

tions of society and it 
will stand on everyone’s 
expectations,” Chaud-
hary said. MoS Finance 
Dr B Karad told reporters 
that all making are mak-
ing progress, and cited 
the Economic Survey. 
(Also Read: Sitharaman, 
6th Finance Minister to 
Present Union Budget 5 
Times in a Row) “Coun-
try has made good recov-
ery from COVID. If we 
look at Economic Sur-
vey, all sectors are mak-
ing progress. Compared 
to other countries, our 
economy is good. When 
PM took oath in 2014, 
India was 10th (in terms 
of economy), today it is 
5th,” he said.” Today, the 
Budget will be presented 
before the Parliament.

FM Sitharaman Meets President Murmu 
Ahead of Union Budget 2023 Presentation

New Delhi: Ahead of the 
tabling of the Union bud-
get 2023 in Parliament on 
Tuesday, Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman 
along with ministers of 
state Pankaj Chaudhary 
and Bhagwat Karad and 
Finance Secretary T V 
Somanathan called on 
President Droupadi Mur-
mu. As per established 
tradition, the Finance 
Minister met the Presi-
dent at the Rashtrapati 
Bhawan before heading 
to Parliament to pres-
ent the Union Budget. 
This is the fifth budget 
presentation by Sithara-
man. “Union Minister of 
Finance and Corporate 
Affairs Nirmala Sith-
araman, MoS Dr Bhag-
wat Kishanrao Karad, 

MoS Pankaj Chaudhary 
and senior officials of 
the Ministry of Finance 
called on President Drou-
padi Murmu at Rashtra-
pati Bhavan,” the Presi-
dent of India tweeted. 
(Also Read: Union Bud-
get 2023 LIVE Updates: 
FM Sitharaman Sithara-
man to Present Budget 
at 11 am) Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will chair 
a cabinet meeting at 10 
am before the Budget is 
tabled in Parliament.- 
Speaking to ANI ahead 
of the Budget, MoS Fi-
nance Pankaj Chaudhary 
said that the people`s 
expectations would be 
reflected in the Budget. 
(Also Read: Sitharaman, 
6th Finance Minister to 
Present Union Budget 5 

Times in a Row) “Union-
Budget2023 will meet the 
expectations of every sec-
tion of society. Modi govt 
has always worked in the 
favour of the people of 
the country”, Union min-
ister of state for finance 
Pankaj Chaudhary told 

ANI. MoS Finance Dr B 
Karad speaking to ANI 
this morning said that the 
“Country has made good 
recovery from COVID. 
If we look at Economic 
Survey, all sectors are 
making progress.

Made-In-India Jet Engines In US Plan To 
Isolate Russia, Counter China

. The US and India plan 
to share advanced de-
fense and computing 
technology, including the 
potential joint production 
of General Electric Co. 
jet engines, as the Biden 
administration seeks to 
shift New Delhi away 
from Russia and coun-
ter China. Details of the 
plan, known as US-India 
Initiative on Critical and 
Emerging Technologies, 
released Tuesday bolster 
Washington’s broader 
agenda of strengthening 
military, technology and 
supply-chain links with 
partner countries. US 
National Security Advis-
er Jake Sullivan said in 
a briefing that the frame-
work won’t be solely 
driven by the geopoliti-
cal challenges posed by 
Moscow or Beijing. But 
he added that China’s ag-
gressive military moves 
and economic practices 
have had “a profound 
impact on the thinking in 
Delhi” and other capitals 
around the world. “The 
China-Russia factors are 
real, but so is the idea of 
building a deep, demo-
cratic ecosystem of high 
technology,” Sullivan 
said Tuesday, preview-
ing the partnership with 
reporters. “So, geopoli-
tics doesn’t sit off to the 
side, but it’s not a com-
prehensive explanation 
for what’s at work here.” 

One area of interest for 
India would be domesti-
cally producing GE jet 
engines, which it uses in 
its combat aircraft. US 
officials are evaluating a 
proposal from GE to ap-
prove joint production 
of jet engines for Indian 
warplanes, Sullivan said 
Tuesday. He wouldn’t 
speculate on how soon 
an announcement might 
come, while adding that 
the countries are aiming 
for “fast and ambitious 
progress.” Engine Boost 
Clearance for assembly 
of GE engines in India 
would be a step toward 
lessening the country’s 
historic reliance on Rus-
sia for military hardware 
- a boost for American 
diplomacy in the effort 
to isolate Moscow over 

its invasion of Ukraine. 
India now flies a mix of 
Russian, European and 
locally produced jets in 
its fighter fleet, a reflec-
tion of its position outside 
the superpowers’ orbits. 
Beyond GE engines, the 
initiative on critical and 
emerging technologies 
also includes cooperation 
on artillery systems, ar-
mored-infantry vehicles 
and maritime security, 
as well as semiconduc-
tors, quantum computing 
and artificial intelligence. 
Sullivan met with his 
Indian counterpart, Ajit 
Doval, on Tuesday. The 
duo on Monday attended 
an event with executives 
from American and Indi-
an tech firms and univer-
sity presidents. President 
Joe Biden is expected 

to travel to India for the 
Group of 20 leaders’ 
summit in September 
and see Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in Aus-
tralia at a summit of the 
so-called Quad security 
partners, which includes 
Japan. Sullivan acknowl-
edged that the partner-
ship with India isn’t 
without its risks, given 
the weapons trade be-
tween India and Russia, 
but he stressed that the 
initiative wasn’t sparked 
by the war in Ukraine or 
efforts to drive a wedge 
between New Delhi and 
Moscow. “I’m not going 
to say that facilitating 
the movement of India 
off of Russian equipment 
to other equipment is an 
irrelevant consideration 
- of course it is not,” he 

said. The teams are also 
seeking to cooperate on 
semiconductors, where 
India can play a role in 
diversification of sup-
ply chains. India is in-
terested in growing its 
packaging and legacy 
chip manufacturing ca-
pabilities, Sullivan said. 
Those efforts could also 
include efforts to build 
out and deploy an alter-
native to compete with 
Huawei Technologies 
Co. Ltd on 5G telecom-
munications equipment. 
The White House is now 
considering a full ban on 
US firms selling equip-
ment to China’s Huawei, 
which has already been 
crippled by years of US 
national security actions. 
The impediment to In-
dia having its own chips 
fabrication facilities is a 
matter of “political and 
policy will,” not lack of 
know-how or talent, Sul-
livan said. The US effort 
to bring advanced semi-
conductor manufactur-
ing back to the America 
largely hinges on finding 
a qualified workforce. 
One part of the strategy 
also includes a streamlin-
ing of the US’s visa sys-
tem, and the White House 
is working with Congress 
to address existing issues 
with H1B visas and en-
sure the US continues to 
attract science.

5 BIG Expectations of Middle-Class; Will 
Nirmala Sitharaman Fulfill Them?

New Delhi:  Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithar-
aman will present Union 
Budget for 2023-24 in 
the Lok Sabha on Feb-
ruary 1 amid expecta-
tions that the government 
will raise the income tax 
limit and provide relief 
to middle-class taxpay-
ers, besides others. Will 
there be a change in in-
come tax slab? Speaking 
about middle-class tax-
payers, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman said 
that she herself belongs 
to the middle class and 
can understand the pres-
sure a middle-class fam-
ily goes through. She 
said that the Modi gov-
ernment has not imposed 
any fresh taxes on the 
middle class. Sitharaman 
was probably hinting that 
a change in tax structure 
is unlikely this year. Mid-
dle class demanding job 

creation measures The 
middle class is urging the 
Union Budget to place a 
strong emphasis on job 
creation initiatives. Due 
to significant employ-
ment losses brought on 
by the epidemic, many 
middle-class families are 
now struggling to make 
ends meet. To give the 
middle class opportuni-
ties to earn a living, the 
government must take 
action to create jobs in 
crucial industries like 
manufacturing, technol-
ogy, and infrastructure. 
Increase the deduction 
for Health Insurance un-
der section 80D There is 
a long-standing demand 
from the middle class to 
increase the deduction 
for health insurance un-
der section 80D from Rs 
25,000 to Rs 50,000. In-
surance sector demands 
lowering of GST Insur-

ance sector is demanding 
from the Union Budget 
2023 that health insur-
ance and life insurance 
should not be subjected 
to GST. Additionally, in 
the health insurance cat-
egory, there should be 
a larger deduction limit 
for health insurance pre-
miums in Section 80D 
of the Income Tax, says 
Insurance sector. Mov-
ing Tuition fees of chil-
dren to a separate provi-
sion under Section 80 C 
Middle class is demand-
ing to move tuition fees 
of children to a separate 
provision from the sec-
tion 80C deductions of 
the Income Tax Act. The 
provision already satu-
rated with a lot of things 
including investments/
expenses and has a limit 
of Rs 1.5 lakh.

Union Budget 2023-24: How to 
Download Budget Documents?

New Delhi: Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
will table the Union bud-
get of 2023-24 in the Par-
liament on Wednesday 
(February 1), which is 
going to be a ‘paperless’ 
budget like previous two 
times. The budget marks 
as the last full-term bud-
get of the PM Narendra 
Modi-led government, 
hence, it is expected to 
be a populist budget. The 
app was made available 

in 2021 so that lawmak-
ers and the general public 
may easily view 14 bud-
get-related documents. It 
was initially put in place 
to forbid physical contact 
in the legislature because 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, but it is now also 
helping the government’s 
goal of making India a 
digital nation. The ap-
plication is free to down-
load on Google Play and 
Apple App Store. The 

Budget app will get up-
dated after the Finance 
Minister completes her 
presentation. The users 
will be able to down-
load the links. The public 
can download the whole 
budget paper from the 
“Union Budget Mobile 
App” mobile app. Ad-
ditional aspects of the 
Budget application. in-
clude Budget Highlights, 
Annual Financial State-
ments, Budget Speech, 
Budget at a Glance, and 
more. The application 
is free to download on 
Google Play and Apple 
App Store. The Budget 
app will get updated af-
ter the Finance Minister 
completes her presenta-
tion. The users will be 
able to download the 
links.

New Delhi: With only 
hours left before Union 
Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman tables 
the Union Budget for the 
financial year 2023-24, 
Minister of State for Fi-
nance Pankaj Chaudhary 
on Wednesday said that 
this budget would match 
the expectations of the 
general public and that 
India’s economy is on 
track. In an exclusive in-
terview with ANI, MoS 
Finance Pankaj Chaud-
hary said, “Ever since 
the Modi government has 
been formed, it brings 
the budget keeping in 
mind all the sections of 
the society.” Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman will table 
the Budget 2023 in Lok 
Sabha today at 11 am. To 

a question on tax slab or 
relief for people belong-
ing to the middle class 
this time, Chaudhary 
said, “it is just a matter of 
few hours, definitely this 
budget will live up to ev-
eryone’s expectations.” 
Citing Economic Survey 
2022-23, tabled in the 

Parliament on the inau-
gural day of the Budget 
Session, Mr Chaudhary 
said that India’s economy 
is on track. ALSO READ 
Union Budget 2023-
24: When and Where to 
Watch the Live Speech 
by FM Nirmala Sithara-
man Union Budget 2023-

24: When and Where to 
Watch the Live Speech 
by FM Nirmala Sithara-
man Nirmala Sitharaman 
6th Finance Minister To 
Present Budget 5 Times 
In A Row Nirmala Sith-
araman 6th Finance Min-
ister To Present Budget 5 
Times In A Row Sensex 

Gains 450 Points Ahead 
Of Budget, Nifty At 
17,792 Sensex Gains 450 
Points Ahead Of Budget, 
Nifty At 17,792 Earlier, 
in an interview given to 
ANI, Pankaj Chowdhary 
had replied to questions 
about whether the budget 
will be presented keep-
ing in view the 2024 
Lok Sabha election and 
the upcoming assembly 
elections. Ahead of the 
Budget session, Union 
minister of state for fi-
nance Pankaj Chaudhary 
on Tuesday told ANI that 
“elections keep com-
ing,” the Union Budget 
for 2023-24 will focus on 
improving the economic 
conditions of the people. 
Post a comment “The at-
tention of PM Modi is al-
ways there.

“Umeedon Ka Budget”: Government Say



11 Sports Indian Horizon
          Thursday February- 2 -2023

League Cup 2023: Newcastle United 
Reach First Final Under Saudi Ownership

A club reborn after its 
Saudi-backed takeover, 
Newcastle is headed to a 
first cup final this century 
in a season that could 
also end with Champi-
ons League qualification. 
Newcastle beat South-
ampton 2-1 on Tuesday 
— despite a late red card 
for star midfielder Bruno 
Guimaraes — to seal a 
3-1 aggregate victory in 
the English League Cup 
semifinals, thrilling the 

northeast team’s success-
starved fans who waved 
black-and-white scarves 
while singing about go-
ing to Wembley Stadium. 
The final at English foot-
ball’s national stadium is 
on February 26 and New-
castle is likely to be fac-
ing Manchester United, 
which leads 3-0 from last 
week’s first leg at Not-
tingham Forest. Their 
return game is played 
Wednesday. Newcastle 

can expect more heady 
days over the next few 
years now that it has the 
richest owners in world 
football, having been 
bought by Saudi Arabia’s 
sovereign wealth fund 18 
months ago. High-profile 
signings are sure to come, 
especially if Newcastle 
finishes in the top four of 
the Premier League — it 
is currently in third place 
— to get into the lucra-
tive Champions League. 
Before that comes its 
first League Cup final 
since 1976, and a first 
trip to Wembley since 
the FA Cup final against 
Manchester United in 
1999. “You want to be 
in finals of competitions 
to increase your status 
and make yourself more 
desirable for people to 
join,” Newcastle man-
ager Eddie Howe said. 
“This is a club on the 
up.” The player push-
ing Newcastle into the 

final Tuesday was a lo-
cal lad. Sean Longstaff, 
a 25-year-old midfield-
er from nearby North 
Shields, scored in the 
fifth and 21st minutes at a 
vibrant St. James’ Park to 
put Newcastle 3-0 ahead 
on aggregate, building on 
Joelinton’s winner in the 
first leg in Southampton 
last week. by TaboolaS-
ponsored LinksYou May 
Like Journalists claim 
they have proof China 
influences this group In-
quisitr This is an profit-
able opportunity for In-
dia citizens. ESCLAW 
Longstaff drove home an 
angled shot for the first 
goal and then finished 
off a flowing team move 
— involving Joelinton, 
Joe Willock and Miguel 
Almiron — for an excel-
lent second. “The place 
was bouncing and the 
energy they gave off was 
unbelievable,” Longstaff 
said of Newcastle’s fans.

Wrestling Row: Babita Phogat Joins 
Oversight Committee Formed Against WFI

    Commonwealth Games 
gold medallist wrestler 
Babita Phogat has joined 
the oversight committee 
formed to probe the vari-
ous allegations against 
Wrestling Federation of 
India (WFI) president 
Brij Bhushan Sharan 
Singh. Formed by the 
Sports Ministry, the over-
sight committee is carry-
ing out an enquiry into 
the allegations of sexual 
misconduct, harassment, 
intimidation, financial 
irregularities and admin-
istrative lapses of the 
WFI and its chief. The 
allegations were levelled 
by prominent grapplers 
such as Vinesh Phogat, 
Bajrang Punia, Sakshi 
Malik and Ravi Dahiya. 
“Former wrestler Babita 
Phogat has been added to 
the panel of the Oversight 
Committee formed by the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports to undertake 
the day-to-day adminis-
tration of the Wrestling 

Federation of India,” the 
ministry said in a state-
ment. Babita is the sixth 
member of the oversight 
committee, being headed 
by legendary boxer MC 
Mary Kom, and includes 
former wrestler Yogesh-
war Dutt, former shuttler 
Trupti Murgunde, Rad-
hica Sreeman and Rajesh 
Rajagopalan, ex-CEO, 
Target Olympic Podium 
Scheme. Sports Minis-

ter Anurag Thakur had 
earlier this month an-
nounced the formation of 
the committee to investi-
gate the charges against 
the WFI chief and also 
manage the day-to-day 
affairs of the sports body. 
The tussle between the 
agitating grapplers and 
the WFI ended after the 
athletes called off their 
protest following assur-
ances from the govern-

ment. However, Bajrang, 
Vinesh, Sarita Mor and 
Sakshi, who staged a 
sit-in protest at Jantar 
Mantar for three days de-
manding the sacking of 
the WFI president, had 
also expressed disap-
pointment that they were 
not consulted before the 
formation of the commit-
tee.

Ex-Man United Star Evra Coming to India? 
Legend Drops Huge Hint, Watch Video

Former Manchester United 
footballer Patrice Evra is 
known for posting hilarious 
content on social media. 
This time, the star posted 
a video where he can be 
seen donning Indian attire 
and dancing to a Punjabi 
song. Evra sent a message 
to his fans from India say-
ing he can’t wait to visit 
the country. He also said, 
“we’re all brothers and sis-
ters, I’m ready.” “I can’t 
wait to come to India, We’re 
all brothers and sisters I’m 
ready,” read the caption of 
the post. Checkout the video 
here... The legendary Man 
United defender played 273 
matches for the Red Devils 
between 2006 to 2014. He 
was part of the Alex Fergu-

son-era and was labelled as 
one of the best full-backs 
in the world during that 
time. by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like Learn 
from IIT Madras Faculty 
& Industry Experts. Intel-
lipaat This is an profitable 
opportunity for India citi-
zens. ESCLAW Coming to 
his former team, Manches-
ter United defeated Reading 
3-1 at Old Trafford, with 
Casemiro contributing with 
a superb brace to a strong 
Brazilian presence that en-
abled the Red Devils to ad-
vance for the FA Cup fifth 
round. A committed Roy-
als defence, led by former 
United midfielder Paul Ince, 
prevented Erik ten Hag`s 
team from breaking through 

in the first half, despite their 
dominance throughout as 
their recent run of success 
continued.The Brazillian 
trio of Casemiro, Antony 
and Fred combined together 
to extend United`s winning 
run to 11 matches at home. 
Casemiro scored United`s 
first goal of the match af-
ter the first half in the 54th 
minute after Fred delivered 
a stunning pass to his Bra-
zillian teammate. Antony 
assisted the former Real 
Madrid star with his sec-
ond goal in the 57th min-
ute, giving the hosts a two 
goal lead. With a wonderful 
deflected finish at the near 
post, Fred (66`) later added 
his name to the scoreboard. 
It happened just a minute 

after Andy Carroll, a former 
Liverpool striker, was sent 
for a second violation after 
making an errant, late chal-
lenge on Casemiro. Ama-
dou Salif Mbengue`s (72) 
free header gave Reading a 
consolation goal later in the 
game, but the only signifi-
cant setback for the hosts 
was an ankle injury to mid-
fielder Christian Eriksen. It 
is “tough” to give a diagno-
sis, according to Ten Hag, 
who has an intense fixture 
schedule coming up with 
eight games in February, but 
the midfielder will be evalu-
ated over the course of the 
next 24 hours. With the fifth 
round draw taking place on 
Monday evening, United 
will now play against teams 
like Manchester City, Tot-
tenham, and Leeds. The 
second leg of the Carabao 
Cup semifinal between 
Manchester United and 
Nottingham Forest will be 
played at home on Wednes-
day. On Saturday, Erik ten 
Hag`s team will play host 
to Crystal Palace in the Pre-
mier League.Reading will 
host Watford on Saturday to 
resume their Championship 
schedule before travelling 
to Sunderland.

‘Industry ate him up,’ Kurt Angle Gives 
Shocking Health Update of Hulk Hogan

American MMA fighter Victoria Lee dies 
at 18 Ritu Phogat paid condolences

Victoria Lee, an Ameri-
can mixed martial arts 
(MMA) fighter, passed 
away at the age of 18; 
her sister Angela Lee 
announced the news on-
line. On December 26, 
the American competitor 
in One Championship 
passed away. Her cause 
of death, however, is un-
certain.On December 26, 

2022 our family experi-
enced something no fam-
ily should ever have to go 
through... It is incredibly 
difficult to say this... Our 
Victoria passed away,” 
Angela said. Victoria 
won three victories in 
her ONE career and most 
recently defeated Victo-
ria Souza in September 
2021 by second-round 

TKO. Chatri Sityodtong, 
the chairman and CEO 
of ONE Championship, 
paid respect to Victoria 
on social media. “I am 
heartbroken by Victoria 
Lee’s passing. I first met 
Victoria when she was 11 
years old. I watched her 
blossom over the years 
as a martial artist and a 
human being. She was an 
extraordinary martial arts 
prodigy even back then, 
but I could see that she 
was so much more than 
that. She wanted to use 
her life to help the world. 
I will always remember 
Victoria for the beauti-
ful and precious soul that 
she was. May you rest in 
peace, Victoria. We will 
all miss you,” Sityodtong 
said. “Unbelievable and 
Heartbreaking. Rest in 
peace my condolences 
to the Family,” India’s 
MMA fighter Ritu Pho-
gat also paid her condo-
lences.

Chelsea’s $110M Signing Mykhailo 
Mudryk Apologises For Racist Slur

Chelsea’s star signing 
Mykhailo Mudryk found 
himself in trouble af-
ter a video of him using 
the ‘N-word’ in a video 
posted on social media 
went viral. The forward 
who signed for the Lon-
don club from Shakhtar 
Donetsk in January 2023 
in a deal worth over $110 
million was reciting the 
lyrics to a song on Tik-
Tok in a post from last 

year. He has now deleted 
the video. “Mykhailo is 
deeply sorry for any of-
fense caused by the video 
posted on his TikTok ac-
count last July, his repre-
sentative reportedly told 
the Sun newspaper in 
Britain. Whilst his inten-
tion was solely to recite 
lyrics of a song, Mykhai-
lo regrets his decision and 
wholeheartedly accepts it 
was not appropriate. The 

video has since been re-
moved.” Chelsea has not 
responded to a request 
for comment Anti-racism 
group Kick it Out said it 
condemned the use of the 
N-word irrespective of 
context. “The N-word is 
deeply offensive and the 
use of this term by high-
profile figures in football 
can only serve to alienate 
people from the game.

Gareth Bale announces 
retirement from football

Gareth Bale, the five-
time Champions League 
champion with Real Ma-
drid and Wales’ all-time 
greatest footballer, has 
announced his retirement 
from the game. Bale, one 
of the most decorated 
players in British his-
tory, left Los Angeles 
FC midway through his 
contract, which was set 
to end this summer. In a 
little more than a month 
after Wales’ devastat-
ing group-stage loss at 
their first World Cup in 
64 years, Bale made the 
decision to keep playing. 
In his first World Cup fi-
nals participation, Bale 
led Wales as captain.My 
decision to retire from 
international football has 
been by far the hardest 
of my career,” Bale said. 
“My journey on the in-
ternational stage is one 
that has changed not only 
my life but who I am.” 
Bale began his career at 

Southampton and made 
his debut there at the age 
of 16. He then spent six 
years at Tottenham be-
fore joining Madrid in 
2013 for a then-record 
£85 million cost. Even 
as recently as Novem-
ber, he had said he would 
continue to play at least 
until Wales’ Euro 2024 
qualifying campaign 
was through. Bale made 
111 appearances for his 
country and scored 41 
goals. “After long and 
thoughtful contempla-
tion, I announce my im-
mediate retirement from 
club and international 
football,” Bale stated 
in a separate statement 
posted on social media. 
“I feel incredibly fortu-
nate to have achieved 
my dream of playing 
the sport I love. It has 
truly given me some of 
the best moments of my 
life. The highest of highs 
over 17 seasons.

Former WWE Superstar 
Kurt Angle gave an up-
date on Terry Gene Bol-
lea, famous by his indus-
try name ‘Hulk Hogan’. 
The former pro wrestler, 
69, has undergone three 
surgeries during his ca-
reer. Only a few names in 
the industry have created 
such an impact as Ho-
gan has in the industry of 
pro wrestling. Today we 
bring you some details of 
how Hogan’s iconic ca-

reer is also likely behind 
his unbelievable health 
state. by TaboolaSpon-
sored LinksYou May 
Like This is an profit-
able opportunity for India 
citizens. ESCLAW Learn 
Electric Vehicle Design 
| Dedicated Career As-
sistance Great learning 
“Hogan had his back sur-
gery again. He had the 
nerves cut from his lower 
body … He uses a cane to 
walk around. I thought he 

was using a cane ‘cause 
he has pain in his back. 
He doesn’t have any pain, 
he has nothing at all. He 
can’t feel anything. So 
now he can’t feel his legs 
so he has to walk with a 
cane,” Kurt Angle said. 
Recently, Olympic Gold 
winner Kurt Angle re-
vealed on his podcast 
that Hogan has informed 
him he can’t feel his 
lower body after another 
back surgery. Hogan in 

the past blamed his sig-
nature move ‘leg drop 
of doom’ for his health 
condition. (Who is Nick 
Khan? Know all details 
about CEO of WWE 
after Stephanie McMa-
hon’s resignation) In 
2019, Hogan told Los 
Angeles Times about his 
back situation getting 
worse because he had 
performed the ‘leg drop 
of doom’ over 300 times 
a year. He also said that 
he would never used the 
move if he knew it had 
long-term effects on his 
body. “All the back sur-
geries I’ve had are be-
cause of that leg drop… 
Dropping that leg for 35 
years did me in,” he told 
the newspaper. Kurt An-
gle was very sad by the 
condition of Hogan as 
he expressed his feelings 
by saying, “That’s pretty 
serious, man (Hogan’s 
health condition). I mean, 
I really feel for Hogan. 
He put his heart and soul 
into the business and it 
ate him up.
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‘There was a Thirst SRK Created for 
him’: Pathaan Director Siddharth Anand

New Delhi: Making an 
observation that should 
set younger stars, who 
love to be everything ev-
erywhere all at once on 
social media, thinking 
hard, ‘Pathaan’ helmer 
Siddharth Anand said in 
an interview with ‘Va-
riety’ that the film owes 
its stupendous success 
to “a lot of curiosity to 
see Shah Ruk Khan af-
ter his hiatus.” The Yash 
Raj Films spy action 
thriller ended a box office 

drought for Bollywood, 
which had a lean 2022, 
and marked a comeback 
for Khan, not seen as a 
leading man since 2018’s 
‘Zero’, ‘Variety’ notes. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like This 
is an profitable oppor-
tunity for India citizens. 
ESCLAW Learn Electric 
Vehicle Design | Dedi-
cated Career Assistance 
Great learning Anand, 
who comes from a Bol-
lywood family (grand-

father: Inder Raj Anand; 
uncle: Tinnu Anand) and 
has been helming films 
since his debut with ‘Sa-
laam Namaste’ in 2005, 
said to ‘Variety’: “There 
was a lot of curiosity to 
see Shah Rukh Khan 
back after his hiatus -- he 
took a break from media, 
from appearances, he just 
became inaccessible to 
the world. There sudden-
ly was a thirst that he cre-
ated for him -- today, au-
diences are used to stars 
being out there in social 
media and events and ev-
erywhere.” “He created 
that enigmatic quality, 
that mystery around him, 
which a star should have 
and then did a film that is 
in a very popular genre,” 
Anand continued. “That, 
coupled with the fact that 
the teaser landed so well, 
the songs became such 
huge hits, and to top it all 
the trailer gave the impact 
that it should. Everything 
just fell into place for the 

film. That’s what created 
this mass hysteria.” Ex-
plaining that his “thumb 
rule for a thriller is that 
you should give enough 
twists and turns to the 
audience so that they 
are not ahead of you,” 
Anand told ‘Variety’ 
that he worked closely 
with screenplay writer 
Shridhar Raghavan and 
dialogue writer Abbas 
Tyrewala, both members 
of his team for his pre-
vious blockbuster film, 
‘War’ (2019), to create a 
twisty screenplay laced 
with punchy dialogue. 
The focus then shifted to 
setting up the six action 
set pieces in the film, 
with an emphasis on the 
emotion behind the ac-
tion, which is critical for 
South Asian audiences. 
Looking into the future, 
Anand told ‘Variety’: “I 
don’t want to be limited 
by genre. I used to make 
romcoms. Today I’m 
making action films.

Alia to Kareena, Bollywood Stars are all 
Praises for Hansal Mehta’s ‘Faraaz’

New Delhi: Hansal 
Mehta’s hostage drama 
Faraaz is all set to re-
lease later this week and 
the audience has book-
marked February 3rd, 
2023 to experience the 
spine-chilling story. Ex-
clusive bytes from the 
recent Kapoor screen-
ing are here. Alia Bhatt, 
Kareena Kapoor Khan, 
Ranbir Kapoor, Saif Ali 
Khan & Paresh Rawal 
have praised the film. 
View this post on Ins-
tagram A post shared 
by Hansal Mehta (@
hansalmehta) Alia Bhatt 
said, “I don’t think I ex-
pected the experience 
I saw. I really felt like I 
was a part of the expe-
rience. So gripping, so 
personal, &  so thrilling. 
Such a poignant story, 
such a large message.” 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like Born 
B/W 1975-2000? Get 
₹2Cr Life Cover Starts 
@876/month* Best Term 

Insurance Plans Indian 
citizens born before 1981 
may qualify for this com-
pensation. ESCLAW 
Ranbir Kapoor adds, ”It’s 
a very moving & power-
ful film. It’s so simple 
but it says so much about 
ideology & percep-
tions.” Kareena Kapoor 
Khan adds, “There was 
this angst & tenseness 
through the film which I 
connected to from all the 
time the film started. The 
minute they entered the 
cafe, I just knew it’s go-

ing to be like a hazy kind 
of rush & that’s exactly 
what happened.” Saif Ali 
Khan said, “A film with 
a strong, tight narrative. 
A really well-directed & 
put-together film. It’s re-
ally well done.” Paresh 
Rawal ends by saying, 
“This is the most impor-
tant film for such trying 
times of India & for such 
youth. The most impor-
tant film.” Based on the 
real-life terrorist attack 
that ravaged a Dhaka 
cafe, Faraaz is an untold 

heroic tale about a young 
boy who stood tall in the 
darkest times. Faraaz 
is directed by Hansal 
Mehta and produced by 
Bhushan Kumar, Anub-
hav Sinha, Sakshi Bhatt, 
Sahil Saigal, and Maza-
hir Mandsaurwala. The 
film is jointly produced 
by T-Series and Benaras 
Media works in associa-
tion with Mahana Films. 
The film stars Zahan Ka-
poor, Aditya Rawal, Juhi 
Babbar, Aamir Ali, Sa-
chin Lalwani.

Malala Yousafzai to attend Oscar Nominees 
Luncheon as EP of nominated documentary short

10-Year Leap Brings a Fresh Twist 
to ‘Durga Aur Charu,’ Read on

New Delhi: COLORS’ hit 
show ‘Durga Aur Charu’ 
is taking a thrilling turn 
as it jumps 10 years into 
the future. Rachi Sharma 
will now bring to life the 
character of Durga, while 
Adrija Roy takes on the 
role of Charu. The once 
inseparable sisters now 
lead separate lives, each 
pursuing their dreams 
and facing new chal-
lenges. Durga, now a 
successful lawyer, still 
looks up to Charu as her 
inspiration, but Charu 
has changed and no lon-
ger values friendship. 
Despite their differences, 
the paths of Durga and 

Charu are bound to cross, 
and the future of their 
relationship remains un-
certain. Get ready for an 
emotional rollercoaster 
as the sisters navigate 
love, friendship, and 
their changing dynam-
ics. Rachi Sharma es-
saying the role of Durga 
says, “Bringing Durga to 
life on screen has been a 
true labor of love for me. 
She is a character that 
resonates deeply with 
me, and I am honored to 
have the opportunity to 
bring her journey to life 
for the audience. She is a 
symbol of strength, love, 
and unwavering deter-

mination who will be an 
inspiration for all. Durga 
is a complex and multi-
faceted character, and I 
am excited to delve into 
her world and bring her 
story to life. This role is 
a challenge, but I am up 
for it and can’t wait to see 
where this journey takes 
me and the audience.” 
Adrija Roy essaying the 
role of Charu says, “I am 
thrilled to be stepping 
into the role of Charu, 
who is a truly inspiring 
and fearless character. As 
an aspiring lawyer, Cha-
ru battles her challenges 
with passion and deter-
mination, always striv-
ing for justice and truth. 
Taking on this role is a 
huge responsibility, but 
I am eager to do it jus-
tice and bring my energy 
and enthusiasm to the 
character. I hope the au-
dience continues to love 
and support the show as 
it takes this exciting leap 
forward, and I can’t wait 
to share Charu’s journey 
with everyone.

Alaya F Shares a Heartfelt Note as her Debut 
Film ‘Jawaani Jaaneman’ Clocks 3 Years

TJMM song ‘Tere Pyaar Mein’ Teaser: Ranbir-Shraddha 
Look Dreamy in This Track

 New Delhi: The much-
in-demand and highly 
anticipated teaser of the 
song ‘Tere Pyaar Mein’ 
starring Ranbir Kapoor 
and Sharddha Kapoor 
from the film ‘Tu Jhoothi 
Main Makkaar’ is here.  
This teaser is a treat and 
certainly takes the excite-
ment notches higher after 
the initial glimpse of the 
song in the trailer. ‘Tere 
Pyaar Mein.

New Delhi: Alaya F in 
her debut film carved a 
special niche in the au-
dience’s mind as ‘Tia’ 
in ‘Jawaani Jaaneman’ 
alongside seasoned ac-
tors Saif Ali Khan and 
Tabu. Alaya F is one 
of the young talented 
actresses in the indus-
try who has proved her 
caliber in her debut film. 
And now, the actress is 
celebrating 3 years of 

her debut film. She has 
delivered a performance 
that is rarely seen in 
any newcomers. by | 8 
months Online Learning 
Great learning Having 
herself standing in front 
of two famous actors in 
Bollywood, Alaya didn’t 
make the audience feel 
it was her first film. Her 
performance earned her 
the favorite of critics and 
audiences.

Pakistani activist Malala 
Yousafzai, the youngest-
ever Nobel Peace Prize 
winner, will be among 
those who are invited to 
attend the Oscar Nomi-
nees Luncheon, as per 
The Hollywood Report-
er. The event, a gathering 
that precedes the main 
Academy Awards cer-
emony, will take place 
on February 13. She will 
be at the event because 
she is an executive pro-
ducer on Joshua Seftel’s 
short film Stranger at the 
Gate, which has scored a 
nomination for an Acad-
emy Award in the Best 
Documentary Short Film 
category. The 29-minute 
film tells the story of a 
former US Marine from 
Indiana, US, who served 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
He suffers from PTSD 
and turns into an Is-
lamophobe on his return 
to America. He orches-
trates an attack on a local 
mosque but has a change 
of heart when he inter-

mingles with the com-
munity and is welcomed. 
Malala Yousafzai earned 
the admiration of the 
world when as a 17-year-
old female education 
activist she was shot in 
the head by a terrorist 
from Tehreek-e-Taliban-
e-Pakistan (or Pakistani 
Taliban) in the Swat Dis-
trict of Pakistan. She was 
rushed to a hospital and 
later was flown to Bir-
mingham, England for 
treatment at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital. She 
recieved an outpouring of 
support from around the 
world and survived. Post 
the assassination attempt, 
the Pakistani Taliban was 
condemned by 50 Mus-
lim clerics in a fatwa, 
world governments, fem-
inist activists, and human 
rights organisations. Also 
Read: Oscar 2023 Nomi-
nations Complete List: 
‘Naatu Naatu’, ‘All That 
Breathes’, ‘Avatar: The 
Way of Water’ and more 
As per The Hollywood 

Reporter, Malala became 
the film’s executive pro-
ducer after she was sent 
a copy of the film. She 
said in a statement, “This 
film is a powerful true 
story of forgiveness and 
redemption. I hope the 
film challenges every 
viewer to question their 
assumptions and show 
kindness to everyone 
they meet.” Meanwhile, 

Everything Everywhere 
All at Once leads the Os-
car nominations with 11 
nods. All Quiet on the 
Western Front and The 
Banshees of Inisherin are 
joint runner-ups with 9 
nominations. Elvis and 
The Fablemans follow 
with 8 and 7 nomina-
tions, respectively. Indi-
an sensation RRR scored 
a Best Song nomination 

for ‘Naatu Naatu’. The 
Elephant Whisperers, 
directed by Kartiki Gon-
salves, also received a 
nomination in the Best 
Documentary Short 
category. To complete 
the hat-trick, Shaunak 
Sen’s acclaimed All that 
Breathes was also award-
ed a nomination in the 
Best Documentary Fea-
ture category. 


