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Paris, June 6 (IANS) A man was shot and in-
jured after he reportedly attacked a police of-
ficer with a hammer at Notre Dame Cathedral 
in Paris on Tuesday.

Police warned people to stay away from the 
French landmark, on the Ile de Cite island on 
the River Seine, via Twitter message.

The officer was injured during the assault 
and the attacker was shot by his colleagues, 
The Sun reported.

The area in front of the Cathedral was 
sealed off, with French TV reporting that 
tourists were fleeing the scene.

A journalist with channel Europe 1 said an 
attacker lunged at an officer with a hammer.

Texan tourist Amanda Beasley said: “Just 
witnessed a shooting on the square in front of 
the Notre Dame.

Lucknow, June 6 (IANS) Cow slaughter will 
now invite punishment under the National Se-
curity Act (NSA) and Gangster Act, an official 
said on Tuesday.

Director General of Police Sulkhan Singh has 
told all district police chiefs to deal with people 
and groups involved in cow slaughter with a 
firm hand. Ever since he became the Chief 
Minister, Yogi Adityanath has made it amply 
clear to law enforcement agencies that cow 
slaughter will not be tolerated.

Sulkhan Singh has also asked all Inspec-
tor Generals and Deputy Inspector Genreals 
to also spruce up law and order by increas-
ing police patrolling and to get the bails of all 
gangsters and organised criminals cancelled 
through courts. Officials have been asked to 
post policemen and policewomen at malls, 
shopping complexes and busy thoroughfares 
to check eve teasing and pick-pocketing.

Man shot after attacking police 
officer at Paris’s Notre Dame 

NSA, Gangster Act to be invoked 
against cow slaughter in UP
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I would make a good partnership 
with Virat Kohli but BCCI cannot 

afford me as India’s coach: 
Shane Warne
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Man shot after attacking police 
officer at Paris’s Notre Dame 

5 MP farmers die 
in police firing; 

CM orders 
judicial probe

Sher Bahadur Deuba 
returns as Nepal PM 

after 12 years

Donald Trump backs Saudi-led 
efforts to isolate Qatar over terrorism 

Churning in AIADMK raises questions of 
stability of Palaniswami government 

Sonia may resign as 
Cong President in 
Oct, Rahul’s eleva-
tion not discussed

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS)  Sonia Gan-
dhi may step down from the Congress 
presidentship, paving the way for Rahul 
Gandhi’s possible elevation when the 
party holds its internal elections by Octo-
ber 15. The Congress Working Commit-
tee (CWC), the party’s highest decision-
making body, on Tuesday approved the 
schedule for internal elections under 
which the party has to complete the ex-
ercise by October 15.

In her speech at the CWC meeting, 
Sonia Gandhi exhorted party men to 
strengthen the organisation and com-
plete the organisational polls with “speed 
and sincerity”.

“We must strengthen our organisa-
tion. The ongoing organisational elec-
tions must be completed with the utmost 
speed and sincerity,” she said at the 
meeting, ahead of the CWC approving 
the poll schedule.

Asked whether the issue of elevation of 
Rahul Gandhi was discussed at the meet-
ing, senior Congress leader Ghulam Nabi 
Azad replied in the negative.

“The schedule for organisational elec-
tions has been cleared by the CWC,” 
Azad said, adding that Rahul’s elevation 
was not specifically discussed.

Paris, June 6 (IANS) A French po-
lice officer shot and injured a man 
who attacked him with a hammer 
outside Paris’s Notre-Dame cathe-
dral on Tuesday, authorities said.

Police sealed off the area in front 
of the cathedral, where the attacker 
lay injured on the ground.

The attack comes with France on 
high alert for more jihadist strikes 
after a weekend attack in London, 
where extremists used a van and 
knives to crush to death and kill 
seven people, one of them French.

Authorities in Paris asked the 
public to stay away from Notre-
Dame, one of France’s biggest tour-
ist attractions situated on the banks 
of the Seine river in the heart of the 
capital.

French TV reported scenes of 
panic during the shooting, with 
tourists scrambling for cover. 
France is under a state of emergen-

cy and on its highest possible level 
of alert following a string of terror 
attacks that began in 2015, which 
have killed over 230 people.

In the last fatal attack, a police-
man was shot and killed on Paris’s 
prestigious Champs-Elysees av-
enue on April 20, three days before 
the first round of the presidential 
election. Major attacks in France 
targeted the Charlie Hebdo satiri-
cal magazine in January 2015 and 
in November that year, gunmen 
and suicide bombers attacked sites 
around Paris including the Bataclan 
concert hall, killing 130 people.

Then in July last year, a radi-
calised Tunisian man drove a lorry 
at high speed through a Bastille 
Day fireworks display on the Nice 
waterfront, massacring 86 people. 
Since then there have been a series 
of smaller attacks, often targeting 
security forces.

Mandsaur (Madhya 
Pradesh), June 6 (IANS) 
Five farmers were killed 
and several others injured 
on Tuesday in Mandsaur 
district of Madhya Pradesh 
as police opened fire on 
peasants who indulged in 
violence and pelted police 
with stones.

Chief Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan ordered a 
judicial probe after holding 
a meeting with senior civil 
and police officers. Mand-
saur city and Piplya Mandi 
area were put under curfew 
after violence. 

The state government 
also announced Rs 10 lakh 
compensation to the kin of 
each of the killed farmers. 

Rashtriya Kisan Mazdoor 
Sangh Chairman Shivkumar 
Sharma identified the dead 
as Bablu Patidar, Sarender 
Patidar, Kanhaiya, Satyana-
rayan, and Akhilesh, who is 
said to be a college student. 
After the police firing, pro-
testors became more violent 
and set a number of vehicles 
afire. Even though authori-
ties clamped a curfew in 
the area, mobs of protestors 
were on the roads indulging 
in arson. 

Chouhan blamed the 
Congress for the violence by 
farmers while Congress state 
unit President Arun Yadav 
and Leader of Opposition 
Ajay Singh dubbed it as fail-
ure of the government. 

Kathmandu, June 6 (IANS) 
Nepali Congress President 
Sher Bahadur Deuba was 
on Tuesday elected the new 
Prime Minister of Nepal 
-- returning to the post 12 
years after he was removed 
from the post by then King 
Gyanendra.

Immediately after his 
election, he said his priori-
ties would be holding the 
local elections and the con-
stitution’s implementation. 
On foreign policy, he said he 
will maintain good relations 
with both India and China. 

He had, while presenting 
his candidacy, said he will 
honestly work for imple-
mentation of the new con-
stitution, and will brace his 
political acumen to address 
the grievances of the Mad-
hesis and other outstanding 
political issues.

Seventy-year-old Deuba, 
who was elected for his 
fourth stint as Premier ex-
actly a week short of his 
71st birthday, received wide 
political support during the 
voting in parliament. Of the 

total 593 voters, 388 voted in 
his favour as opposed to 170 
votes against -- the main op-
position Communist Party 
of Nepal (Unified Marxists-
Leninists), as expected, cast 
their votes against him.

Two Madhes-based po-
litical parties also extended 
their support after reaching 
an agreement with him and 
outgoing PM Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal ‘Prachanda’, but ruled 
out joining the government. 
Deuba’s victory was a fore-
gone conclusion as none of 
the political parties fielded a 
candidate against him.

On May 24, then Prime 
Minister Prachanda had an-
nounced his resignation, in 
keeping with his agreement 
with the Nepali Congress, 
which had propped up his 
coalition government since 
last August. The two parties 
had agreed that their respec-
tive leaders would lead the 
government on a rotational 
basis where Prachanda 
would take the first nine 
months and the remaining 
nine would be of Deuba.

Chennai, June 6 (IANS) 
The ruling AIADMK on Tues-
day appeared to be under-
going great churning with 
around 25 MLAs meeting 
T.T.V. Dinakaran, who is out 
on bail, raising a question 
mark over the stability of the 
Edappadi K. Palaniswami 
government.

Several MLAs and former 
lawmakers, including V.P. 
Kalairajan, met Dinakaran, 
who the ruling faction forced 
sometime ago to announce 
that he was stepping aside in 
the interest of party unity.

After the meeting, Kalaira-
jan told reporters that MLAs 
were meeting Dinakaran, 

who continues to be the 
party’s Deputy General Sec-
retary.

Senior leader and MLA, 
Thangatamil Selvan, even 
asserted that disciplinary ac-
tion would be taken against 
Finance Minister D. Jayaku-
mar for his statement that 
Dinakaran had nothing to 
do with the party now.

zsupporter of Dinakaran 
and the party’s Karnataka 
unit chief, Pugazhendi, 
warned the ruling faction 
that it was surviving on a wa-
fer thin majority of five MLAs 
and that Dinakaran enjoys 
the support of 25 legislators 
- in a hint that the govern-

ment could come to harm. 
However, Jayakumar - a 
powerful figure in the Edap-
padi faction - downplayed 
the threats from the other 
side, saying these are indi-
vidual opinions of leaders.

Dinakaran, who was ar-
rested in New Delhi in a 
case of trying to bribe Elec-
tion Commission officials 
with Rs 50 crore for allot the 
“two leaves” symbol to the 
faction led by party General 
Secretary V.K. Sasikala, was 
released on bail by a court 
recently.  During the past 
two days, several AIADMK 
legislators met Dinakaran 
at his residence leading to 

impression about the forma-
tion of a third group in the 
ruling party, besides those 
led by former Chief Minis-
ter O. Panneerselvam and 
by current Chief Minister K. 
Palaniswami.

Meanwhile Palaniswami 
also met several party legis-
lators on Tuesday.

In the Tamil Nadu Assem-
bly, which has a strength of 
234, the undivided AIADMK 
enjoyed the support of 134. 
Twelve MLAs owe allegiance 
to the faction headed by 
Panneerselvam, leaving the 
ruling faction with the sup-
port of 122 - five more than 
the half way mark.

Riyadh, June 6 (IANS)  US 
President Donald Trump threw 
his weight behind efforts to iso-
late Qatar on Tuesday, backing 
Saudi Arabia and its allies after 
they cut ties with Doha over 
claims it supports extremism.

In a surprise move against a 
key US ally, Trump suggested 
Qatar home to the largest Ameri-
can airbase in the Middle East 
was funding extremism as he 

tacitly backed the diplomatic 
blockade of the emirate.

“So good to see the Saudi Ara-
bia visit with the King and 50 
countries already paying off,” 
Trump said in a morning tweet, 
in reference to his trip to Riyadh 
last month. “They said they 
would take a hard line on fund-
ing extremism, and all reference 
was pointing to Qatar. Perhaps 
this will be the beginning of the 

end to the horror of terrorism!”
Trump’s broadside came as 

Kuwait’s ruler headed to Saudi 
Arabia in a bid to resolve the 
feud, the worst diplomatic crisis 
to hit the Arab world in years.

Saudi Arabia and allies includ-
ing Egypt, the United Arab Emir-
ates and Bahrain announced 
on Monday they were severing 
diplomatic relations and closing 
air, sea and land links with Qatar. 

The Minister of State for Road Transport & Highways and Shipping, Shri P. 
Radhakrishnan inaugurating the Post Office building, at Puthur-Kollam, in 

Kerala on June 06, 2017. PIB
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The Director General, India Meteorological Department (IMD), Ministry of 
Earth Sciences, Dr. K.G. Ramesh briefing the media on the second stage 

updating of Long Range Forecasting of Monsoon, 2017, in New Delhi.

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS) 
In a bid to strengthen big 
data analysis services in 
India as well as globally, 
Japanese technology firm 
NEC Corporation and NEC 
Technologies India Private 
Limited (NTI) on Tuesday 
announced the launch of 
a “Centre of Excellence 
for Analytics Platform and 
Solutions” (COE-APS) in 
the country. NEC aims to 
achieve revenue of over 
$100 million within three 

years of the COE-APS’s es-
tablishment, being set-up 
with $10 million over the 
same period. The centre 
will promote solutions and 
services of NEC’s Big Data 
and Analytics Platform, 
titled “Data Platform for 
Hadoop (DPH)”.  “The new 
Centre of Excellence is an 
important step towards 
utilising big data analytics 
and NEC’s Data Platform 
for Hadoop to provide ben-
efits for government.

India now has the highest 
number of children stunted due 
to malnutrition -- 48.2 million, 
equivalent to the population of 
Colombia, as per the latest global 
report on childhood. Also, 31 mil-
lion of its children are a part of its 
workforce, the highest number 
in the world. These two factors, 
along with early marriage and 
parenthood and lack of educa-
tion, have pushed India to 116th 
position among 172 nations as-
sessed for threats to childhood, 
according to the recent Stolen 
Childhoods report by Save the 
Children, an international non-
profit working for marginalised 
and deprived children.

Globally, 700 million children 

have had their childhood cur-
tailed early, said the report which 
was released on June 1, the eve of 
International Children’s Day.

Three of India’s neighbouring 
countries did better on the index 
-- Sri Lanka was ranked 61, Bhu-
tan, 93 and Myanmar, 112. Nepal 
(134), Bangladesh (134) and Paki-
stan (148) fared worse than India.

The index focuses on a set of 
life-changing events and uses 
certain indicators to assess coun-
tries: Mortality among children 
under five years of age, malnu-
trition that stunts growth, lack 
of education, child labour, early 
marriage, adolescent births, dis-
placement by conflict and child 
homicide. India with the highest 

number of stunted children and 
child labourers in the world fared 
badly on most indicators. Stunted 
growth is caused by chronic mal-
nutrition in the first 1,000 days 
of a child’s life, from early preg-
nancy to age two. India reports 
highest figures for stunting and 
one-third of all girls in the coun-
try suffer the condition, accord-
ing to the report.

“Chronic malnutrition at this 
stage of life is largely irrevers-
ible, and stunted children face 
a lifetime of lost opportunities 
in education and work. They are 
also more likely to succumb to ill-
ness and disease, and can die as a 
result,” the report said. Only one 
child among 10 in India gets ad-

equate nutrition, India Spend had 
reported in May 2017. As a result, 
mortality is high among children 
under five years of age. Nearly half 
of all deaths in children under five 
years of age are attributable to 
malnutrition according to United 
Nations International Children’s 
Emergency Fund. Also, one child 
in every 21 dies before reaching 
the fifth birthday in India. For ev-
ery 1,000 live births, 50 children 
under five die, a figure compa-
rable to the poorer African island 
nation of Madagascar. In India, 
18.6 per cent of children are out 
of school in the primary and sec-
ondary age group and 47 million 
youth of upper secondary age are 
not in school, said the report.

The Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment, Shri Thaawar Chand Gehlot 
lighting the lamp to inaugurate the conference on “Towards an Inclusive India: for Intel-
lectual & Developmental Disabilities”, organised by the National Trust, in New Delhi on 

June 06, 2017. The Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports (I/C), Water Resources, 
River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Shri Vijay Goel is also seen.

Kolkata, June 6 (IANS) India, which 
offers a unique statistical training pro-
gramme for participants from least-
developed and developing Asian and 
African countries, should cash in on the 
geo-political advantage of the course that 
is being run by the prestigious Indian 
Statistical Institute (ISI) since 1950, says 
a veteran statistician. International Sta-
tistical Education Centre (ISEC) at the ISI 
provides training in theoretical and ap-
plied statistics at various levels to selected 
participants from the Middle East, South 
Asia, Southeast Asia, the far east and the 
Commonwealth countries of Africa.

According to S.P. Mukherjee, Chair-
man, Board of Directors of ISEC, these 
nations could be made to depend more 
on India in the area of planning of their 
economic activities rather than banking 
on the bigger powers.

“In this region, without any economic 
or political benefit in mind, India has 
been extending cooperation to strength-
en their planning activities. Each country 
has a national statistical body but their 
staff members are not well equipped in 
that discipline. So how do they get their 
staff equipped and that too at a subsidy? 
So India came in,” Mukherjee told IANS.

For the 70th term of the course (2016-
2017), there were 28 trainees from 15 
countries including 10 African nations.

The primary training programme is 
a 10-month regular course in statistics 
leading to a statistical training diploma.

In addition, special courses on differ-
ent topics of varying duration are also 
organised. In the current batch of pass 
outs, 23 trainees were supported by fel-
lowships under the ITEC/SCAAP of India 

while five trainees availed fellowships of 
Central Bank of Sri Lanka.

The ISEC was founded at the initiative 
of Indian scientist and applied statisti-
cian, P.C. Mahalanobis.  “Whatever train-
ing they need we can help them in apply-
ing in their respective economies without 
them being influenced by some other 
bigger powers who could channel their 
economic activities in possibly a different 
direction. We can tell them that there are 
better ways of planning economic activi-
ties,” Mukherjee observed.

In this way, he explained, “They could 
be made to depend more on India in 
terms of their actual planning of their 
economic activities rather than depend-
ing on big powers for subsidies or trade, 
etc.” He said that in terms of economic 
activities, trade -- bilateral or multilateral 
-- could also be enhanced. “I don’t mean 
they should be clubbed with political 
activities,” he added. Whatever political 
happenings take place, they mostly have 
their impact on the economy. That econ-
omy is being influenced by the support 
that India had been providing, without 
really getting any return or without ask-
ing, he said. He strongly believes India 
should leverage the collaborative advan-
tage. “This (cashing in on) has not hap-
pened yet. All these countries have been 
consistently getting help from ISI. Other-
wise they would have failed to plan their 
own economic activities. The countries 
of the region who are a bit handicapped 
in not having strong scientific, techno-
logical and statistical basis, they have 
been consistently deriving adequate sup-
port from India... that’s the geopolitical 
importance.”

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS) Thinking 
of wearing a Benarasi lehenga or sari 
for a summer wedding? Make sure 
that you pick the right one in terms of 
colour and drape it innovatively, sug-
gest experts.

Designers Naina Jain and Karan 
Arora shared tips on how to dress up 
with Benarasi in the right way.

* For main function: You can get 
the elaborative weaves done on 
your Benarasi sari or lehenga for the 
D-Day. If we talk about the latest 
trend, you can unhesitatingly opt for 
these detailed weaves with no bor-
ders. These weaves look perfect on 
colours like fuschia, off white, gold 
and pastel colours which are trend-
ing nowadays. With that, you can 
carry a beautiful traditional Bengali 
drape which would work great with 
the heavy weaves.  To complete the 
look, don’t forget to get yourself 
the South Indian temple jewellery 

which undoubtedly looks ethereal 
and extremely exquisite. 

* For a day event: If you wearing a 
Benarasi sari or a lehenga, you must 
try and choose the traditional jaal ei-
ther for your sari or blouse. Addition-
ally, if you are not very fond of the jaal 
work, you can go for the designs with 
small bootis for your traditional at-
tire. Since the function is during the 
day, the light colours like lime, or-
ange, mint green can be the best ones 
for your ensemble. 

Moreover, if you are not very keen 
to sport a lehenga or sari, go and take 
out that pair of denim or a pant from 
the wardrobe and wear it with your 
favourite sari. This look is chic and 
contemporary. 

For the jewellery, pick some pearl 
earrings or neckpiece or both that 
goes with the colour of your outfit. 
In addition to this, get a messy bun 
done with some gajra and you are 

good to go. * For sagan ceremony, 
mehendi or haldi: The brides are 
equally worried for these day or 
evening functions as the ceremo-
nies are now celebrated with great 
pomp and show, so it gets little dif-
ficult to decide on what exactly to 
wear for such occasions. Sport a 
meenakari weave sari or lehenga 
with a touch of bandhej which 
makes the whole attire unique. 
Also, colours such as blue, green, 
rose gold accentuate the beauty of 
the meenakari weaves. Team up 
the outfit with heavy gold jhumkas 
and a middle parting bun. 

* Why Benarasi: It is often said that 
saris complement the Indian women 
or we can also say it completes them. 
But seeing the rise in temperature 
during summer wedding, even brides 
deserve to stay cool and stylish. Bena-
rasi saris are also known as all-weath-
er saris, because of its adaptability.

NEW DELHI Jun 6: The soaring 
mercury level has pushed Delhi’s 
power demand to an all-time 
high. The capital’s peak con-
sumption demand at 3.06pm on 
Monday touched 6,361MW, the 
highest ever recorded in any city 
of India. The last time Delhi set 
an all-time record was on June 
30, 2016 when the electricity de-
mand shot up to 6,261MW.

Discoms have estimated this 
year’s peak power demand to 
cross 6,500-6,600MW. With rising 
demand, the chances of power 
failures also go up. According to 
experts, the electricity network 
does not get sufficient time to 
cool down in the peak summer 
season, leading to breakdowns 
and outages. “High demand puts 

a stress on the network and at 
times, leads to local faults. Addi-
tionally, lack of space to augment 
the electricity network can im-
pact power supply. This is a con-
cern, especially in unauthorised 
colonies,” said an expert.

On Monday, complaints of 
power cuts were received from 
many localities like Amar Colony, 
Seelampur, Uttam Nagar, Malvi-
ya Nagar, Chhatarpur, South 
Extension, Burari and Majnu Ka 
Tila. Being a holiday, Sunday 
recorded a comparatively lower 
power demand despite parts of 
the capital saw temperature soar-
ing to 47 degrees Celsius.

Officials from the power de-
partment in the Delhi govern-
ment assured that enough ar-

rangements had been made to 
meet the rising demand. “Out-
ages, if any, occur due to faults 
in the distribution system. The 
problem is acute in unauthor-
ised colonies. We have identi-
fied over 900 vulnerable points, 
where infrastructure is being 
constantly upgraded. We rec-
tified the problems in more 
than 400 points by April. We 
are closely following up with 
the discoms and innovative 
solutions like double-decker 
substation are being adopted 
in places facing space con-
straints,” said an official.

On May 15, Delhi’s peak power 
demand breached the 6,000MW 
mark. In April, it was 5,685MW, 
a whopping 18% rise from last 

year’s figure. Similarly, March 
too saw the peak power demand 
going up up to 4,000MW, first 
time in that month. It was an in-
crease of over 14% from that of 
March 2016—3,617MW.

These numbers make it clear 
that Delhi is also the “power cap-
ital” of the country. Currently, 
hovering around 6,000MW, the 
city’s peak demand is almost 
thrice of Kolkata’s (around 2,100 
MW), four times than that of 
Chennai (1,500-1,800MW) and as 
much as 60% higher than finan-
cial capital, Mumbai’s demand 
of 3,700MW. Delhi’s power appe-
tite is so huge that it is nearly two 
and a half times the total demand 
of seven Northeastern states—
around 2,500 MW.

Power demand in Delhi 
soars to all-India high

‘India should 
leverage statistics for 

geo-political advantage’

Highest number of stunted children, 
child workers in India: Report

NEC launches $10mn 
centre for big data 

analytics in India

The Union Minister for Urban Development, Housing & Urban Poverty 
Alleviation and Information & Broadcasting, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu along 

with the Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Shri Devendra Fadnavis addressing a 
joint press conference, in Mumbai .

Attending summer weddings? 
Get your Benarasi right



The Minister of State for Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (Independent Charge) and 
Parliamentary Affairs, Shri Rajiv Pratap Rudy addressing the press conference on the 3 Years 

Achievements and Initiatives of his Ministry, in New Delhi.

NEW DELHI Jun 6 : Con-
sumption and demand of 
drugs have shot up in the 
capital in the past five months, 
figures shared by law enforce-
ment agencies reveal.

Delhi Police and Narcotics 
Control Bureau (NCB) are the 
only two agencies responsible 
for drug control in the city. Fig-
ures provided by them show 
how the capital has become a 
hub of cocaine, heroin and the 
new-found sensation, ‘meow 
meow’. Demand for cocaine, 
though, has been the maxi-
mum, cops said.

Interrogation reports of the 
arrested men indicate that a 
majority of the drug users are 
school and college students, 
apart from a small percent-

age of criminals, who are into 
smack and other cheap stuff.

Most peddlers and distribu-
tors operate in areas close to 
North Campus such as Majnu 
Ka Tila, Kashmere Gate and 
Shastri Park. Besides, Khirki 
Extension, Malviya Nagar and 
Munirka are also said to be 
drug hotspots. According to 
police, drugs are sold outside 
colleges and pubs in south 
Delhi.

Delhi Police has registered 
131 cases till May 15 this year 
compared to 102 in the same 
period last year. The arrests 
have shot up from 122 in 2016 
to 151 this year.

Heroin seizures have dou-
bled this year as cops confis-
cated 16 kg so far against 7kg 

seized in the corresponding 
period last year. Last year, the 
seizure of opium—the base for 
heroin and other injectables—
was nil till May 15, but this year 
9kg of the narcotic drug has 
already been seized. There was 
no seizure of meow meow in 
this period last year, but this 
year, cops have seized 25kg of 
the synthetic drug. Another 
traditional drug, which is in-
creasingly becoming popular, 
is charas or hash. Apart from 
traditional modules from Him-
achal Pradesh, charas is being 
supplied to Delhi from Jammu 
and Kashmir.

NCB data takes the seizures 
even higher. While less than 
100 grams of cocaine was 
seized last year, the agency 

has confiscated more than 15 
kg of heroin till May this year. 
It conducted around 22 op-
erations through 2016. This 
year, the count has already 
reached 21. NCB made four 
seizures of cocaine in just 
one month. On January 11, it 
seized 975 grams of cocaine 
and on January 20, it seized 
2.9 kg of the substance. On 
February 3, the bureau again 
made a staggering recovery 
of 4.02 kgs. On February 9, it 
seized 1.3 kgs of the drug. The 
total value of seized cocaine 
is more than Rs 50 crore.

These seizures had also led 
the cops to identify the new 
epicentre of global cocaine 
cartels—Lome—the capital of 
west African country, Togo.
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Delhi on a real high: Narcotics 
being sold near campuses

The Minister of State for Social Justice & Empowerment, Shri Ramdas Athawale addressing 
at the concluding ceremony of the Conference on “Towards an Inclusive India: for 

Intellectual & Developmental Disabilities”, organised by the National Trust, in New Delhi.

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS) With 
the mercury refusing to climb 
down, toss away your dark and 
dramatic make-up palette. Less is 
more, opt for a subtle yet bold look, 
say experts. Rashi Menda, CEO and 
founder, Zapyle, an online mar-
ketplace for premium fashion, and 
Farheen Islam, Fashion Curator 
at Roposo - the fashion social net-
work, have shared tips:

* Casual day out with friends: You 
would need to keep your make-up 
natural and light. The idea is to look 
effortless yet glamorous. So the 
best way to embrace the summer 
vibe would be to refrain from using 
too much liquid make-up. Instead, 
just dab on a semi matte stick con-
cealer and you are good to go.

* For bright, sunny brunches: 
You want to look glowing, fresh and 
contoured in the photographs. So 
here is how you can take your pic-
tures to the next level. Simply apply 
a light shimmery blush in peach or 
pink undertones over the apples of 
your cheeks, across the bridge of 

your nose, and on your temple.
* For the summer dance parties: 

There can be a lot of rules for party 
make-up but the best way is to keep 
it minimal. Blend a touch of high-
lighter and apply it on top of the 
cheekbones and brow bones and 
down the bridge of the nose. The 
cream-based shimmer can also be 
used to illuminate the face and the 
shoulders.

* Make your lips summer ready: 
Summer is the time when you 
drink lots of fluids. You would nei-
ther want to leave lipstick on every 
glass at restaurants and pubs or let 
the heat make your lipstick bleed. 
It will be only wise to use a lip liner 
before applying any lipstick as it 
controls the chances of bleeding. 
So, pick a lip liner of the same co-
lour of the lipstick you are going 
to use. Try the lip pencils that are 
smooth enough to define, enhance 
and complement any colour of lip-
stick or gloss. 

* Use SPF-based make-up: It 
is important to protect your skin 

from dryness, tanning and pre-
mature ageing, especially dur-
ing summer. Make-up with SPF 
content in it will shield your skin 
from the heat outside and will 
make you look gorgeous in sum-
mer without compromising with 
the health of your skin. 

* Wear waterproof make-up: The 
most annoying thing about sum-
mer is the constant sweating which 
ruins your make-up. Either the 
make-up starts coming off or starts 
cracking altogether. Waterproof 
make-up stands out as the ultimate 
saviour. Not only is it light on your 
skin but is long lasting as well. 

* Ditch the shimmer, go for dewy 
and natural look: Natural and dewy 
look is the most convenient and apt 
look for summer. It saves people 
from applying heavy foundation on 
the face and helps to get sun-kissed 
look with just a concealer, blush 
and highlighter. Make your lips 
summer ready: Summer is the time 
when you drink lots of fluids. You 
would neither want to leave lip-

stick on every glass at restaurants 
and pubs or let the heat make your 
lipstick bleed. It will be only wise to 
use a lip liner before applying any 
lipstick as it controls the chances 
of bleeding. So, pick a lip liner of 
the same colour of the lipstick you 
are going to use. Try the lip pencils 
that are smooth enough to define, 
enhance and complement any co-
lour of lipstick or gloss.  With the 
mercury refusing to climb down, 
toss away your dark and dramatic 
make-up palette. Less is more, 
opt for a subtle yet bold look, say 
experts. Rashi Menda, CEO and 
founder, Zapyle, an online mar-
ketplace for premium fashion, and 
Farheen Islam, Fashion Curator 
at Roposo - the fashion social net-
work, have shared tips: * Blotting 
papers for your rescue: To get rid 
of sticky summer skin, people usu-
ally go for thick absorbent powder 
or extreme mattifying make-up but 
there is a delicate fix to it. Use blot-
ting papers to soak up moisture 
and get the fresh look. 

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS) Music 
festivals have become pretty com-
mon in India. But Indian DJs Prayag 
Mehta and Rishab Joshi -- who to-
gether make the Lost Stories team 
and are prepping for their stint at 
the electronic music festival To-
morrowland in Belgium -- hope 
that the organisers of similar galas 
in the country would learn a thing 
or two about management from 
their international counterparts.

Mehta and Joshi have been per-
forming at Belgium’s Tomorrow-
land, one of the best known EDM 
jamborees, for quite some years 
now. They have also enthralled mu-
sic lovers at Mysteryland in New 
York, besides the Sunburn and Su-
personic festivals and Enchanted 
Valley Carnival in India. Asked what 
difference they see when it comes 
to the quality of international mu-
sic festivals and Indian music fests, 
Joshi said logistics are more effi-
ciently handled abroad. 

“One of the reasons which makes 
Tomorrowland the biggest and the 
most loved music festival in the 
world is their management. It takes 

only about five minutes to enter 
and exit the festival. Logistics are 
handled so efficiently, it just en-
hances the overall experience for 
the festival-goer. I think most of the 
festivals in India lack that,” Joshi 
told IANS in an email interaction.

Talking about their performance 
at Tomorrowland, to be held from 
July 21-30, Joshi said they will pre-
miere new music. “Tomorrowland 
has its own charm. It brings most 
of the biggest artists across different 
dance music genres under one roof. 
Festival production is top notch 
and you get to meet people from all 
across the world. We are definitely 
going to premiere a lot of new mu-
sic we have been working on lately. 
“We love playing Indian sounds in 
our sets, and we have a lot of sur-
prise elements planned,” said Joshi, 
who launched Lost Stories with 
Mehta in 2009. They are positioned 
52 among the world’s top EDM ar-
tistes by genre magazine DJ Mag. 
A lot of cover versions of different 
numbers have been coming up and 
at times they become more popular 
than the original.

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS) India will receive 98 per 
cent rainfall during this monsoon between June to 
September with an error estimate of four per cent, 
the India Meteorological Department (IMD) said on 
Tuesday. Earlier on April 18, based on then avail-
able weather patterns the IMD had forecast a nor-
mal monsoon with average rainfall of around 96 per 
cent on the whole, with an error estimation of plus-
minus five per cent. “The final forecast based on dif-
ferent models suggests that the season’s rainfall for 
the country as a whole is likely to be 98 per cent of 
the long period average (LPA),” M. Mahapatrta, IMD 
scientist, told IANS. The IMD in its forecast said that 
the long period average rainfall over the country as 
a whole for the period 1951-2000 was 89 cm. Indi-
vidual prediction based over broad geographical ar-
eas suggest that central India, that includes Odisha, 

Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra and Chhat-
tisgarh, will get 100 per cent of the LPA.  “The season 
rainfall is likely to be 96 per cent of LPA over north-
west India, 100 per cent of LPA over central India, 
99 per cent of LPA over south peninsula, and 96 per 
cent of LPA over northeast India, all with a model er-
ror of plus-minus eight per cent,” the IMD said.

Under northwest India fall Uttar Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Haryana, Delhi, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, 
Jammu and Kashmir and Rajashtan.  Under south 
peninsula fall Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil 
Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala, the Lakshadweep, and the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Under northeast 
India come Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh. “Monthly rainfall 
over the country as a whole is likely to be 96 per cent 
of its LPA during July and 99 per cent.

New Delhi Jun 6 : A butterfly park 
at Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary 
was opened for all on World Envi-
ronment Day. While inaugurating 
the park on Monday, development 
minister Gopal Rai and environ-
ment minister Imran Hussain en-
couraged Delhiites to plant trees in 
their localities. The environment de-

partment’s Delhi Parks and Gardens 
Society has been given the task of 
maintaining and developing green 
patches around the capital, and as-
sisting anyone willing to plant trees. 
The saplings given by the depart-
ment are free of cost, environment 
minister Imran Hussain said. “We 
are trying to make Delhi.

PRIDE THE 100% 
RESULT OF CLASS – X IN 

TRANS YAMUNA
NEW DELHI-4 th June--Once again 

the students of Lovely Public Sr. Sec. 
School, P.D. Vihar,DELHI. have made 
the school proud by their fabulous 
performance in class – X. Many stu-
dents scored 10 CGPA .

CGPA 10 (A1) :- 56 students, CGPA 
(9.0 and above) :- 122 students A1 

(between 91 – 100) Grade in Differ-
ent Subjects 422, A2 (between 81 - 
90) Grade in Different Subjects 361, 
B1(between 71 - 80) Grade in Differ-
ent Subjects 380.

The chairperson of the school 
Dr.(Mrs.) S.D. Malik congratulated all 
the students for their marvelous per-
formance. The school principal Dr. 
Bhawna praised the students and ap-
preciated the efforts of all the teachers 
for their dedication and thanked the 
parents for their moral support.

Look fresh yet glamorous during summer

India to receive 98% 
monsoon, forecasts IMD

Most music fests in India lack 
management: Lost Stories

The Minister of State for Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (Independent Charge) 
and Parliamentary Affairs, Shri Rajiv Pratap Rudy addressing the press conference 

on the 3 Years Achievements and Initiatives of his Ministry, in New Delhi .

Chase butterflies at 
Delhi’s newest park

Press Club 
condemns 
‘attempt to 

intimidate media’
ArrayNew Delhi, June 6 (IANS) The 

Press Club of India (PCI) on Tuesday 
expressed “concern” over CBI raids on 
NDTV network’s premises and houses 
of its co-founder Prannoy Roy and said it 
condemned “any attempt to intimidate 
the media or put curbs on its freedom”.

“We express grave concern over Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation (CBI) raids 
on NDTV premises,” PCI President Gau-
tam Lahiri said in a statement here.

He said that “while we maintain that 
all individuals and every institution has 
to abide by the law of the land, we con-
demn any attempt to either intimidate 
the media or put curbs on its freedom”. 

The PCI chief said all facts of the case, 
filed by the CBI, must be placed in the 
public domain and that the investigating 
agency should not harass the media or-
ganisation or place any hindrance in the 
news operations of the channel.

In a move that sparked outrage in 
media circles and which the NDTV said 
was “a blatant political attack on the 
freedom of the press”, the CBI on Mon-
day conducted searches at the houses 
of Prannoy Roy for allegedly causing 
financial losses to a private bank. The 
CBI registered a case against Roy and his 
wife Radhika and conducted searches 
at his south Delhi residence in Greater 
Kailash-I and his house in Dehradun for 
“loss of Rs 48 crore to the ICICI Bank”, 
officials said. where he came in contact 
with the daughter of head Cheepa of 
Tawang-located gompa in Arunachal 
Pradesh. He later married her in 2011,” 
Verma added. “Tsundue said his mar-
riage did not last long and they divorced. 
Since then he was having enmity with 
the head Cheepa’s family. As he was 
aware of the idol of Terton Pema.
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Two bus drivers, 
conductors held in TN for 

molesting teenager
Chennai, June 6 (IANS) Two bus drivers and a conductor 

of a private bus operator have been arested in Tamil Nadu’s 
Salem district for trying to sexually assault a teenager, police 
said on Tuesday.  A police official in Salem’s Omallur told IANS 
said the three persons - Perumal, Manivannan and Murugan 
- have been taken into custody for trying to assault the girl 
on Monday, while she has been sent to a hospital for check-
up.  According to reports, the girl had boarded the bus bound 
to Omallur to reach her home. At the final destination, while 
other passengers got down, the accused somehow blocked her 
from getting off, took the bus to a secluded spot and tried to as-
sault her.  The girl escaped from them and told villagers of her 
ordeal. The villagers then caught the three and handed them 
over to police.

‘Flashy’ wedding of 
Kerala MLA’s daughter 

raises eyebrows
Thiruvananthapuram, June 6 (IANS) The wedding of Kerala 

CPI legislator Gita Gopi’s daughter on Tuesday drew attention 
on social media after pictures of the bride decked in gold went 
viral.  The wedding took place in Thrissur a few days back. The 
issue has also made its way to the party’s discussion board.   
Gopi is a two-time Communist Party of India (CPI) legislator 
from Nattika in Thrissur district.  The bride’s picture went viral 
in the social media and became a subject of discussion since 
Gopi’s party colleague and former Kerala Agriculture Minister 
Mullakara Ratnakaran raised the issue of ostentatious wed-
dings in the state assembly in April.  Ratnakaran raised the 
issue through a calling attention motion, demanding that the 
Pinarayi Vijayan government come out with a new law to pre-
vent ostentatious weddings .  The wedding picture shows the 
bride was covered with gold.   According to those in the know 
of things, some party workers have raised this issue, since it 
has “dented the party’s image, as it speaks one thing and its 
leaders do the opposite”.  However, Gopi said the wedding fes-
tivities were low-key and what she did “would have been done 
by any parent according to the accepted norms”.

NDTV raids remind of 
‘Emergency days’: 

Kerala CM
Thiruvananthapuram, June 6 (IANS) The CBI raids on NDTV 

network’s co-founder Prannoy Roy’s premises is reminiscent 
of the Emergency days, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijay-
an said on Tuesday.  In a statement issued here, Vijayan said 
the CBI raids at the residences of Prannoy Roy and his wife 
Radhika Roy were a ploy by the Narendra Modi government 
to “silence and scare those against the Centre”.  “The central 
government is using the enforcement agencies and the CBI to 
wreak vengeance and it reminds me of what happened dur-
ing the ‘Emergency days’. This is a clear example of trying 
to gag the media and all should come out against this high-
handedness,” he said.  The CBI on Monday conducted raids on 
Prannoy Roy’s houses in Delhi and Mussoorie over an alleged 
bank loan default.  Radhika Roy is the sister of CPI-M politburo 
member Brinda Karat.

No emergency situation 
here, say Keralites in Qatar
Thiruvananthapuram, June 6 (IANS) Keralities in Qatar on 

Tuesday said there is no emergency situation in the country 
after seven Gulf countries snapped diplomatic ties with it on 
Monday.  “There is no situation of emergency as such here. 
The social media is twisting things, and maybe that led to 
a rush in the supermarkets here,” C.V.M. Vanimel, a social 
activist from Kerala, said, speaking to the media here from 
Doha.  “The cabinet meeting held yesterday (Monday) made 
it very clear that there be no reason for any panic as food 
items will be made available,” said Vanimel.  “Given our un-
derstanding of things, hectic diplomatic efforts are currently 
on to ease the situation.”  Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Yemen, Bah-
rain, Libya, the UAE and the Maldives on Monday severed 
diplomatic ties with Qatar, accusing it of supporting terror 
groups, including the Muslim Brotherhood. Qatar, however, 
denied the allegations.  “The media should not go overboard 
as it creates a panic,” Vanimel said.  Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Egypt and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have also closed 
their borders preventing any movement by road, to and 
from Qatar. Also, their airlines have decided to stop flight 
operations to Qatar.  Passengers who arrived from Doha 
at Kochi and Kozhikode airports on Tuesday morning said 
“as things stand, there are no issues there (in Qatar)”. They, 
however, expressed concern over the operation of flights.    
Kerala Local Bodies Minister K.T. Jaleel told the media here 
on Tuesday that Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has already 
written to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, asking for his im-
mediate intervention to see that Indians are taken care of.  
“When schools are closed there and if foreign airlines are 
not operating, there would be problems. Air India should 
ensure operation of more flights. The already high price of 
air tickets during summer rush could shoot up even higher,” 
said Jaleel.   With other Middle East airlines stopping their 
services, Qatar Airways and Air India are operating services 
to and from three Kerala airports, and if additional flights 
are not run and present embargo against Qatar is not lifted, 
things could go haywire, a worried officials said.

Kochi, June 6 (IANS) The Kerala 
High Court on Tuesday slammed 
the decision of the Pinarayi Vijayan 
government to open liquor vends on 
highways, warning they should not 
interpret the court’s directive and 
any action should be taken only after 
seeking a clarification.

This setback to the Vijayan govern-
ment came a few hours after State 
Public Works Department Minister G. 
Sudhakaran said that the confusion 
has been created by the apex court 
directive on national highways and it 
should reconsider its decision.

The high court’s statements came 
as it heard a petition by a Congress 
activist stating that the state govern-
ment was trying to mislead the court 
over the terminology of national 
highways and the observation made 
last week.

The high court also pointed out 
that the government should not make 
any efforts to open the liquor vends 
on the national highways, by citing 
court directives they have interpret-

ed wrongly, warning that they know 
what to do if the state government 
tries to act smart.

Until further orders, no action on 
opening of bars on national highways 
should be attempted, it ordered.

Last week, the state Excise Depart-
ment had asked the high court to 
consider the demand of bar hotels sit-

uated along the Cherthala-Thiruvan-
anthapuram and Kannur-Kuttipuram 
national highways to continue opera-
tions as these roads were de-notified 
as highways, prior to the Supreme 
Court order on liquor outlets along 
highways.

The Kerala Catholic Bishops Con-
ference, who have been demanding 

that the present liquor policy prevail-
ing in the state should not be tinkered 
with, said that it had become very 
clear that the Vijayan government 
is trying to play hide and seek over 
the liquor policy and now everyone 
knows what they are up to.

The present liquor policy in the 
state was formulated during the time 
of the Oommen Chandy government 
which in 2015 closed down around 
700 bars, except two dozen bars that 
operated in five star or more rated 
hotels.And following the apex court 
directive over those liquor vends lo-
cated on national and state highways, 
many had closed down.

It now remains to be seen what 
the Vijayan government’s policy 
would be. State Excise Minister 
T.P.Ramakrishnan had earlier this 
month had promised that it would 
be unveiled this month, and be 
guided their principle of abstinence 
from liquor and not Chandy’s policy 
where prohibition was to reached in a 
phased manner by 2023.

Kerala HC slams state government plan to 
open liquor vends on highways

Bengaluru, June 6 (IANS) Union 
Power Minister Piyush Goyal on Tues-
day visited a Dalit’s house in south 
Bengaluru for breakfast and assured 
that the Narendra Modi government 
would implement reservation for the 
community.

“I had a delicious breakfast. It is a 
memorable moment in my life. I vis-
ited this home as per BJP President 
Amit Shah’s directive,” he told report-
ers at Hongasandra of Bommanahalli 
Assembly constituency, adding that 
his visit had “nothing” to do with the 
Karnataka Assembly elections. 

The Power Minister, who had lemon 
rice and chapatti for breakfast at the 
Dalit’s residence, later participated in 
the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan at Bom-
manhalli along with the BJP activists.

“Dalits need not worry about losing 
reservation benefits. The NDA govern-
ment led by Narendra Modi will im-

plement reservation for Dalits without 
fail,” he said. Goyal advised the Dalits 
to avail the benefits of welfare schemes 
launched by the government. “I want 
all Dalits to have Aadhaar cards and 
open bank accounts to avail the ben-

efits of welfare schemes,” he said. 
Later, he attended a youth convention 
organised at the Karnataka Small Scale 
Industries Association auditorium, Vi-
jayanagar, in south Bengaluru.

Goyal also used the occasion to blast 

the Congress government in Karnata-
ka as there was a power outage for four 
times in one hour during his speech.

“I think the Congress has no right 
to continue in power in Karnataka. 
If the government fails to ensure un-
interrupted power supply at a Union 
Minister’s programme, why should 
the Congress continue in power? It is 
a shame on the state government,” he 
said. Elaborating on the welfare pro-
grammes and reforms launched by 
Prime Minister Modi, Goyal said not 
a single corruption case was reported 
against the Union Ministers in the last 
three years.

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
become more popular after demon-
etisation of high value currency notes. 
He has been working day and night for 
welfare of the people. He has not tak-
en a single day leave in three years,” he 
said.

Goyal visits Dalit’s house, says government 
will implement reservation

Chennai, June 6 (IANS) Several lawmak-
ers of Tamil Nadu’s ruling AIADMK faction on 
Tuesday met party Deputy General Secretary 
T.T.V.Dinakaran and discussed party affairs, said 
party leaders.

Former law maker V.P. Kalairajan told report-
ers that legislators are meeting Dinakaran, who 
continues to be the party’s Deputy General Sec-
retary.

Dinakaran, who had been arrested in New Del-
hi in a case of trying to bribe Election Commis-
sion officials with Rs 50 crore for allot the “two 
leaves” symbol to the faction led by party Gen-

eral Secretary V.K.Sasikala, was released on bail 
by a court recently. 

During the past two days, around 25 AIADMK 
legislators have met Dinakaran at his residence 
leading to impression the formation of third 
group in the ruling party, apart from those led 
by former Chief Minister O.Panneerselvam 
and another led by current Chief Minister 
K.Palaniswami.

Meanwhile Palaniswami also met several party 
legislators on Tuesday.

On Monday the ruling AIADMK faction reiter-
ated that they are firm on the decision to sideline 

jailed Sasikala and her nephew Dinakaran from 
the party.

After presiding over a meeting of ministers at 
the Secretariat here on Monday, Finance Min-
ister D. Jayakumar said that his faction, led by 
Chief Minister Palaniswami, are firm on keeping 
away from both of them.

Pointing out that Dinkaran himself stated that 
he would stay away from party activities, Jayaku-
mar urged him to “stick to his words”.

The minister’s statement came just few hours 
after Dinakaran asserted that he would surely 
engage in party work and accused senior lead-
ers of not advancing the initiative for merger be-
tween the two rival AIADMK groups.

The other AIADMK group, led by former Pan-
neerselvam, still insist that a merger is possible 
only if Sasikala and Dinakaran are officially re-
moved from the party.

AIADMK legislators continue to 
meet Dinakaran on Tuesday

Chennai, June 6 (IANS) The first glimpse 
of Rana Daggubati as Jogendra in upcom-
ing Telugu political drama “Nene Raju, 
Nene Mantri” from the film’s teaser, un-
veiled on Tuesday, shows that he plays a 
ruthless political character.

In the 40-second teaser, we see Rana 
walk like a criminal with hand-cuffed 
hands. Cut to the next shot, we see him 
smoking in a lungi-clad avatar and mouth-
ing the lines, “I decide when I will die. I 
will also decide when you will die. In my 
life, I’m the king and the minister”. Rana 
had dedicated the teaser to his late grand-
father D. Ramanaidu, a popular southern 
producer. In the film, directed by Teja, 
“Baahubali” fame Rana will be seen play-
ing a politician.The movie also stars Kajal 
Aggarwal, Catherine Tresa, Ashutosh Rana 
and Navdeep.

Rana is ruthlessly 
political in ‘Nene 

Raju, Nene Mantri’ 
teaserChennai, June 6 (IANS) Era 

Sezhiyan, regarded as one of In-
dia’s most respected parliamen-
tarians, died in Tamil Nadu on 
Tuesday after a brief illness. He 
was 95.

Era Sezhiyan, who was also a 
versatile writer, died at Vellore, 
around 140 km from here.

First elected to the Lok Sabha 
in 1962 on DMK ticket, Era Sezhi-
yan developed as one of the best 
read and hard-working MPs who 
won praise from both sides of the 
political divide.

Born on April 28, 1923 in Than-
javur district, he joined the DMK 
after his graduation along with 
his elder brother V.R. Nedunche-
zhiyan, who too became a lead-
ing light of the Dravidian move-

ment.
Era Sezhiyan was elected from 

Perambalur to the Lok Sabha and 
remained a member of Parlia-
ment -- including the Rajya Sab-
ha -- for over two decades, earn-
ing the respect of elders.

A vocal advocate of decen-
tralization and probity in public 
life, the DMK leader was known 
for his simple habits. Admirers 
called him a scholar.

An associate of Jayaprakash 
Narayan, Era Sezhiyan opposed 
the Emergency rule imposed by 
Indira Gandhi and gave the slip 
to Delhi Police when they came 
to arrest him.

Former Lok Sabha Speaker 
Somnath Chatterjee, another 
veteran parliamentarian, once 

said: “I have been seen very few 
members who have been so 
knowledgeable, as hard working 
and as committed and capable as 
Era Sezhiyan.”

Era Sezhiyan quit active party 
politics in 2001 but continued to 
write on political and national af-
fairs.

In a condolence message, 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister K. 
Palaniswami said Era Sezhiyan 
with his dignified speeches in 
Parliament earned the respect of 
all.

DMK leader M.K. Stalin said 
Era Sezhiyan was one of the most 
senior leaders of the Dravidian 
movement.

PMK founder S. Ramadoss also 
condoled Era Sezhiyan’s death.

Veteran parliamentarian Era 
Sezhiyan dead



Nation 5Indian Horizon 
Wednesday, June 7, 2017

New Delhi, Jun 6 : In a 
rare move, aviation watch-
dog DGCA has filed a police 
complaint against 34 pilots of 
Jet Airways, IndiGo, SpiceJet 
and GoAir for allegedly post-
ing "obscene" messages on a 
WhatsApp group against its 
officials. Acting on the com-
plaint, Delhi Police today 
questioned 13 pilots. It is rare 
for the Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA) to file 
police complaint against pilots 
and in this instance, regulatory 
officials said some of the mes-
sages put out in a WhatsApp 
group were "really obscene".

DGCA Director General B 
S Bhullar confirmed that the 
regulator has filed the com-
plaint against 34 pilots of Jet 

Airways, IndiGo, SpiceJet 
and GoAir. "DGCA has filed 
complaint (against the pilots) 
for making obscene remarks 
against DGCA officials on so-
cial media. Any action on that 
is for the police," Bhullar told 
PTI. On whether any disci-
plinary action would be initi-
ated against the pilots, Bhullar 
said it was up to the airlines to 
decide on whether to take ac-
tion or not. Sources said some 
of the "obscene messages" on 
the WhatsApp group were also 
put out on the social media.

A DGCA official said some 
pilots from Jet Airways, In-
diGo, SpiceJet and GoAir cre-
ated a WhatsApp group and 
some content shared on it was 
"offensive and abusive".

The official also said that un-
conditional apology has come 
from the airlines' managements. 
Earlier in the day, many of  the 
pilots, including ten from Jet Air-
ways, were questioned at the Lo-
dhi Colony police station here. 

"The pilots have been called 
in for questioning on the basis 
of a complaint by the DGCA. 
They have been called in for an 
inquiry," a senior police official 
said. Thirteen pilots have been 
questioned, the official added. 
A Jet Airways spokesperson 
said that a few of its cockpit 
crew were called to record their 
statements by local authorities 
in response to a complaint and 
the airline is extending its full 
cooperation to the authorities. 
"The matter is under investiga-

tion and we are therefore un-
able to comment further. Jet 
Airways will take appropriate 
measures where necessary, as 
per the company policy and in 
compliance with local law," the 
spokesperson said. An IndiGo 
spokesperson said appropriate 
action would be taken after an 
internal enquiry into the mat-
ter. "We are looking into the 
charges and extending full co-
operation to the DGCA in this 
matter. Basis the findings of our 
internal enquiry, we will take 
appropriate action," he said. 
A SpiceJet spokesperson said 
no pilot of the airline has writ-
ten any derogatory or obscene 
message against any DGCA of-
ficial or made any comments 
on the draft DGCA CAR.

Lucknow Jun 6 : The special 
investigation team (SIT) prob-
ing the mysterious death of 
Karnataka cadre IAS officer 
Anurag Tiwari, who was found 
dead near a guest house in the 
state capital last month, is in-
vestigating the possibility of 
'drug overdose' as a possible 
cause of death.

According to the sources 
here, the SIT sleuths, who had 
recently visited Tiwari's house 
in Bangalore, had found a 
large number of cigarette butts 
and some suspicious articles, 
which could be psychotropic 
drugs. A large quantity of ciga-
rette butts had also been found 
in the room at the guest house, 

where Tiwari had been staying 
before being found dead. ''We 
have sent the substances for 
forensic examination,'' said 
a senior police official here. 
The police also said that two 
Karnataka bureaucrats, who 
had met the SIT sleuths dur-
ing their visit to Bangalore 
and suspected foul play in 

Tiwari's death, refused to re-
cord their statement. Tiwari's 
family members, however, 
rubbished the police theory 
and said that it was being 
spread to prove that there 
was no foul play. The family 
members reiterated that the 
SIT was not investigating the 
case seriously. 

Fadnavis promises
 'biggest' farm loan 

waiver in history
Mumbai, June 6 (IANS) Ma-

harashtra Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis promised to 
implement what he termed as 
the "biggest" farm loan waiver 
in the state's history by October 
31, as the state-wide farmers 
strike entered its sixth day on 
Tuesday. "We will be writing off 
the loans of all deserving and needy farmers. For this we shall 
make use of IT-based technology. It will be the biggest farm loan 
waiver in history," Fadnavis told media persons this afternoon.

Seeking to justify the "delay" - as alleged by farmers - he said the state 
government needs four months for identifying the needy and deserv-
ing beneficiaries. In the past, there were irregularities in the loan waiver 
schemes, and to avoid that the government will take the help of IT-based 
technology this time, he said. Referring to the six-day long strike, Fadna-
vis said the government is "prepared for negotiations" with the genuine 
farmers leaders, not with those who are firing from the shoulders of the 
farmers for politics. Dismissing the claims of success of the farmers strike 
and Monday's shutdown, Fadnavis said: "Of the 307 APMC's, 300 were 
working, three were on strike, and four had their weekly off yesterday. I 
have complete details of the people behind the violence in different 
areas and the (political) parties to which they belong."  Maharashtra 
has witnessed, since June 1, the first ever "strike" by several lakhs 
of farmers who have secured support of ruling allies Shiv Sena and 
Swabhimani Shetkari Sanghatana. Besides, the opposition parties 
like the Congress, Nationalist Congress Party, Maharashtra Navnir-
man Sena, Leftist parties and 35 major trade unions.

Lucknow, Jun 6 : Although 
the reference was to the 
entire new generation, the 
message was not lost on the 
people especially as it came 
from a person, who has been 
saying that he had been ''be-
trayed'' by none other than 
his own son.

Samajwadi Party (SP) 
patron Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav has advised the youths 
of the new generation to 
serve their parents and not 
to ''ignore'' them.  ''Today 
we find that the youths are 
ignoring their old parents 
and leave them to their 
fate.....this is unfortunate,'' 
78-year old Mulayam said 
while speaking at a func-
tion in his hometown of 
Etawah, about 250 kilome-
tres from here, on Monday. 
''One gets divine blessings 
by serving one's parents.....
the gods reward them..un-
fortunately the youths of to-
day do not like it,'' he said. 
Mulayam also said that his 
father had looked after an 

old man in his village, who 
had been abandoned by his 
children. Though Mulayam 
did not take his son and SP 
supremo Akhilesh Yadav's 
name while giving the ad-
vice, many in the audience 
took the remarks as an ''out-
pouring'' of a father, who 
had said on many occasions 
that he had been ''betrayed'' 
by his son (Akhilesh).

''I could have become the 
chief minister of UP in 2012 
but I chose to give the post 
to Akhilesh...I should not 
have made him CM,'' Mu-
layam had remarked earlier. 
Akhilesh had removed Mu-
layam as the party's national 
president at an emergency 
party meeting in the state 
capital a few months before 
the recent assembly polls 

in the state and got himself 
anointed as the party su-
premo. Both Mulayam and 
his younger brother Shivpal 
Singh Yadav have asked Akh-
ilesh to relinquish the party 
president's post and make 
Mulayam the supremo 
again. Akhilesh had said 
before the polls that he 
would hand over the party 
to Mulayam after the polls.

Ranchi, June 6 (IANS) Several 
people and some policemen were 
injured in a clash between mem-
bers of two communities on the 
outskirts of Ranchi on Monday 
night, the police said on Tuesday.

According to the police, the clash 
took place in Sukurhutu village of 
Ranchi district when the women 
of a community went to answer 
the call of nature on Monday night 
and some youths from the other 
community allegedly misbehaved 
them.  The members of both 
communities clashed and pelted 
stones. A police team that rushed 
to separate the warring members 
and restore peace was also target-
ed. Rajiv Ranjan, a police officer, 
sustained head injuries.  The peo-
ple also fired bullets into the air.

Sukurhutu clashes continued for 

over two hours. The situation was 
brought under control after addi-
tional force was rushed, a police 
officer said.

"The situation in Sukurhutu is 
under control. Forces are camp-
ing in the village," Ranchi Senior 
Superintendent of Police Kuldeep 
Dwivedi told reporters.

This is the second incident of 
communal clash in Ranchi in 
a week. Last week, a clash took 
place between the members of 
two communities at Bargai, also in 
Ranchi.  The clash took place after 
the members of a community ob-
jected to the music being played 
at a marriage party. The marriage 
party members, including women 
and children, were also thrashed 
by the members of other com-
munity.

NSA, Gangster Act to 
be invoked against cow 

slaughter in UP
Lucknow, June 6 (IANS) Cow slaughter 

will now invite punishment under the Na-
tional Security Act (NSA) and Gangster Act, 
an official said on Tuesday.

Director General of Police Sulkhan Singh 
has told all district police chiefs to deal with 
people and groups involved in cow slaugh-
ter with a firm hand. Ever since he became 
the Chief Minister, Yogi Adityanath has 
made it amply clear to law enforcement 
agencies that cow slaughter will not be tol-
erated.

Sulkhan Singh has also asked all Inspec-
tor Generals and Deputy Inspector Gen-
reals to also spruce up law and order by 
increasing police patrolling and to get the 
bails of all gangsters and organised crimi-
nals cancelled through courts.

Officials have been asked to post police-
men and policewomen at malls, shopping 
complexes and busy thoroughfares to check 
eve teasing and pick-pocketing. The police 
chief said a drive will be launched against 
people using hooters, red and blue beacon 
lights, tinted glasses on vehicles and politi-
cal party flags on cars and two wheelers.

The Chief Secretary also directed the 
Women and Child Welfare Department 
to strengthen the internal monitoring 
system and ensure 100 per cent flow 
of supplementary nutrition to the tar-
geted group.

Jaipur, June 6 (IANS) Five 
persons, including three 
women, were killed when 
a speeding truck swerved 
and fell on their car along 
with its cargo of over 40 
tonnes of salt early on 
Tuesday, police said. "The 
incident occurred early in 
the morning on Chomu 
House circle here in Jaipur 
when the speeding truck 
fell on a car. While four 
persons were killed on the 
spot, one died while being 
treated in the hospital," po-
lice told IANS. "Prima facie 
it looks like a case of speed-
ing and negligent driving," 
an official said.  The truck 
driver fled the spot. Police 
are searching for him.

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS) Con-
gress President Sonia Gandhi 
on Tuesday attacked the Modi 
dispensation, voicing grave con-
cern over a “rise in lynch mobs” 
and their ideological affinity to 
the ruling establishment. She 
also accused the regime of sti-
fling dissent.

Alleging that there was a bra-
zen campaign to straitjacket the 
whole country into a regressive 
and narrow-minded world view, 
she asked the Congress party to 
protect the essence and idea of 
India which she said the gov-

ernment was “seeking to extin-
guish”.

Gandhi was addressing a 
meeting of the Congress Work-
ing Committee where the gov-
ernment’s demonetisation deci-
sion came under severe attack 
from her and former Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh.

The day-long meeting was 
called to discuss the political 
situation in the country, up-
coming Presidential election, 
the Kashmir crisis besides Con-
gress organisational polls. “Di-
visive issues are being whipped 

up, and there is an assault on 
the livelihood and food habits 
of those who follow different 
tenets and beliefs. This govern-
ment is using the power of the 
state to stifle voices that express 
different thoughts and ideas, or 
speak out for alternative policies 
and philosophies. 

“Whether it is politicians, in-
stitutions, students, civil society 
or the media, there is growing 
intolerance and active persecu-
tion of divergent voices in bla-
tant disregard of the law of the 
land,” she said. 

The Union Home Minister, Shri Rajnath Singh distributing award of trophies to the winners of 
NDRF Inter Battalions Professional competition,  at the inauguration of the National Level 
Conference on “Capacity Building of SDRFs-2017”, organised by the NDRF, in New Delhi.

Several injured in communal 
clash in Jharkhand

Policemen at the site where speeding truck 
swerved and fell on their car along with its over 

400 tonnes of salt in Jaipur on Tuesday. 

Security beefed up in Sukurhutu village near Kanke 
block in Ranchi after two groups clashed with each 

other on Tuesday. 

5 killed as truck falls 
on car in Jaipur 

Father's outpouring - Mulayam says 
today's generation ignore old parents

DGCA files complaint against 34 
pilots for obscene messages

Sonia says there is link between 
lynch mobs, ruling establishment 

Police investigating 'drug overdose'
 angle in Anurag Tiwari's death
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We have inherited consequent to India`s par-

tition many oddities, which a sensible Indian 

or Pakistani would not be prepared to be car-

ried away by innocent or imperfect historians, 

either in India or in Pakistan. A scholar of his-

tory and politics is perforce obliged to support 

the official points of view. However, one must 

understand that history and its reality cannot 

be washed off. Every Indian politician, espe-

cially so Mr. Nehru had his own wins and fan-

cies, though he as a student tried hard to un-

derstand the complicated issues arising out of 

partition to which, he shared a greater respon-

sibility. His sentiments being a Kashmiri origin 

were shared by Indians for the simple reason 

that he ruled India in his own style. Certainly, 

Mr. Nehru has to share responsibility first of 

the partition, which was not justified by any 

learned historian or a constitutionalist. History 

is a cruel judge for historic players like Mr. Ne-

hru and the last phase of Indian independence. 

India was destined to play a greater role in his-

tory, which crosses the borders ruthlessly, ei-

ther of history or religion. The worst part of it 

is, the role played by the Indian leaders, which 

the facts of history do not support them and 

today India is what could be considered as a 

small and big independent states. What we are 

doing and following many values and policies, 

which are not relevant to the logical explana-

tion Mr. Nehru and Vallabhbhai Patel left be-

hind and two other leaders like Gandhi Ji and 

Maulana Azad had no power to do something 

in saving India`s partition. Let us hope that in 

our future generation, both in India and Paki-

stan, will born a man with historic insight to 

correct the mistakes we have made, otherwise 

people of India and Pakistan will have to rewrite 

the sad history of their country. All the writers 

with historic insight will curse the day when we 

accept partition for which, no one can give a 

justification because what Mr. Nehru wanted to 

have centralized power in hand and they did 

exercised rightly or wrongly, but how it has 

damaged the growth and flourishing history of 

India and Pakistan, which has to be examined 

very carefully. Gandhi Ji and Maulana Azad in 

India and Mr. Jinnah in Pakistan on the death 

bed remained helpless and we are bearing the 

consequences of partition endlessly.                

BY  SWAGATA YADAVAR 

India now has the highest num-
ber of children stunted due to 
malnutrition -- 48.2 million, 

equivalent to the population of 
Colombia, as per the latest global 
report on childhood. Also, 31 mil-
lion of its children are a part of its 
workforce, the highest number in 
the world.

These two factors, along with 
early marriage and parenthood 
and lack of education, have pushed 
India to 116th position among 172 
nations assessed for threats to 
childhood, according to the recent 
Stolen Childhoods report by Save 
the Children, an international non-
profit working for marginalised 
and deprived children.

Globally, 700 million children 
have had their childhood curtailed 
early, said the report which was re-
leased on June 1, the eve of Inter-
national Children’s Day.

Three of India’s neighbouring 
countries did better on the index 
-- Sri Lanka was ranked 61, Bhutan, 
93 and Myanmar, 112. Nepal (134), 
Bangladesh (134) and Pakistan 
(148) fared worse than India.

The index focuses on a set of 
life-changing events and uses cer-
tain indicators to assess countries: 
Mortality among children under 
five years of age, malnutrition 

that stunts growth, lack of educa-
tion, child labour, early marriage, 
adolescent births, displacement by 
conflict and child homicide.

India with the highest number 
of stunted children and child la-
bourers in the world fared badly on 
most indicators.

Stunted growth is caused by 
chronic malnutrition in the first 
1,000 days of a child’s life, from 
early pregnancy to age two. India 
reports highest figures for stunt-
ing and one-third of all girls in the 
country suffer the condition, ac-
cording to the report.

“Chronic malnutrition at this 
stage of life is largely irrevers-
ible, and stunted children face a 
lifetime of lost opportunities in 
education and work. They are also 
more likely to succumb to illness 
and disease, and can die as a re-
sult,” the report said.

Only one child among 10 in In-
dia gets adequate nutrition, India 
Spend had reported in May 2017.

As a result, mortality is high 
among children under five years 
of age. Nearly half of all deaths in 
children under five years of age are 
attributable to malnutrition ac-
cording to United Nations Interna-
tional Children’s Emergency Fund. 
Also, one child in every 21 dies be-
fore reaching the fifth birthday in 

India. For every 1,000 live births, 
50 children under five die, a figure 
comparable to the poorer African 
island nation of Madagascar. In 
India, 18.6 per cent of children are 
out of school in the primary and 
secondary age group and 47 mil-
lion youth of upper secondary age 
are not in school, said the report.

Children who are excluded from 
primary education will earn signifi-
cantly less over their lifetimes than 
their educated peers. “The eco-
nomic cost of not educating these 
out-of-school children -- estimat-
ed at 0.3 to 15.2 per cent of GDP 
in these countries -- is far greater 
than what it would cost to achieve 
universal primary education” the 
report said.

Among Indian children in the 
4-14 years group, 11.8 per cent are 
working. That is 31 million chil-
dren, the highest in the world.

Children working to support 
their families don’t just miss out 
on education, they also miss out 
on rest, play and recreation. They 
lose opportunities to engage with 
their community, and participate 
in cultural, religious and sports 
activities. This effectively means 
missing out on childhood. Half 
of all children in India living on 
the streets or from coming from 
homeless families work for a liv-

ing -- at construction sites, hotels 
-- and do not study.

In India, 21.1 per cent of all girls 
between 15 to 19 years are married 
while 103 million girls were mar-
ried before they turned 18, accord-
ing to the report.

Early marriage has devastating 
consequences for a girl’s life, ef-
fectively ending her childhood by 
forcing her into adulthood and 
motherhood before she is physical-
ly and mentally ready. Child brides 
frequently feel disempowered 
and are deprived of their rights to 
health, education and safety.

“Child brides are at greater risk 
of experiencing dangerous com-
plications in pregnancy and child-
birth, contracting HIV/AIDS and 
suffering domestic violence. With 
little access to education and eco-
nomic opportunities, they and 
their families are more likely to live 
in poverty,” the report said.

Further, 23.3 girls per 1,000 gave 
birth between ages 15 and 19, as 
per the report. Early childbearing 
impacts the nation’s economy and 
communities.

If adolescents in India waited till 
their 20s to become mothers, they 
would have greater economic pro-
ductivity of up to $7.7 billion or Rs 
49,600 crore, the report calculated.

IANS

Highest number of stunted children, child 
workers in India: Report

BY ZOBAIDUR RAHMAN SOEB 
AND SOUMYA SARKAR

We were in a festive mood 
just after the celebrations 
for the Bengali new year. 

All preparations were made to 
harvest our crops but the sudden 
heavy rainfall and flash flood de-
stroyed everything,” says Shafikul 
Islam, a farmer from Tahirpur Sa-
dar in Sunamganj district, north-
eastern Bangladesh. 

“The flood from Meghalaya (in 
India) submerged our farmlands, 
breaking the embankments. We 
lost everything.”

Islam’s lament is depressingly 
familiar in the bowl-shaped wet-
lands -- called haors -- in north-
eastern Bangladesh, where thou-
sands of farmers like him lose 
their crops to severe flooding 
whenever it rains heavily in the 
southern reaches of Meghalaya. 
Known as the wettest region of In-
dia, Meghalaya (“abode of clouds” 
in Sanskrit) receives, on average, 
120 cm of rainfall per year. When-
ever it rains there, people living 
around the haors in Bangladesh 
are apprehensive.

But this year’s flash flood was 
different says Istiak Sobhan, envi-
ronmental specialist at the World 
Bank in Bangladesh. Usually the 
region experiences flash floods 
in mid-May when farmers have 
already harvested their spring 

crops, he said. But this year the 
region was submerged by a sud-
den flash flood in April, destroy-
ing the harvest.

The valleys of Meghalaya on the 
north of the ridge bordering Ban-
gladesh do not escape unscathed 
from the rains. The incessant rains 
that flooded the haors at the end 
of April also led to a flash flood 
in Meghalaya’s south-west Garo 
Hills district, submerging houses 
and agricultural land, and causing 
damage to roads and fish ponds. 
In East Garo Hills, residents re-
ported that the Simsang river was 
flowing close to the danger mark. 
Other rivers were also in spate.

Although the damage in Megha-
laya was not very high, the loss to 
haor farmers in Bangladesh has 
been extensive. In Netrokona dis-
trict alone, around 73,070 hectares 
of paddy fields were submerged. 
“This paddy would have produced 
at least 281,320 tonnes of rice, the 
current market value of which is 
nearly $1.2 million,” Bilash Chan-
dra Pal, the Netrokona district ag-
ricultural officer, told the media.

The early flash flood also de-
stroyed the spring Boro rice crop 
in more than 200,000 hectares of 
haor land in the Sunamganj, Syl-
het, Moulvibazar, Netrokona and 
Kishoreganj districts. Boro is the 
major paddy crop in Bangladesh, 
accounting for 19 of 34 million 

tonnes of annual production in 
the country, according to the De-
partment of Agriculture Exten-
sion. The damage to two million 
tonnes of rice will cause the coun-
try to suffer for the rest of the year, 
and its impact has already been 
noticed following a hike in the 
prices of staple foods in the mar-
ket, says agricultural economist 
Quazi Shahabuddin.

The Bangladesh government is 
planning to buy 600,000 tonnes of 
rice from international markets, 
including India and Thailand. 

“We have already sought inter-
national tender to procure 100,000 
tonnes of rice, even though we 
have not procured rice from the 
international market for the last 
six years,” says Mohammad Badrul 
Hasan, Director General of Bangla-
desh’s Department of Food.

In addition to the loss of a 
good harvest, farmers and fish-
ermen in the affected region 
complained of fish dying due to 
water contamination. At least 
300,000 farmers were severely 
affected, which also created an 
acute shortage of fodder, forcing 
distress sales of farm animals.

Duck farming is one of the major 
sources of livelihood in the haor 
region, but birds are dying due to 
the toxic gases and polluted water 
from rotten rice. People are leav-
ing their homes and are forecast-

ing a severe crisis of food and lack 
of livelihood in the area. The gov-
ernment has already banned fish-
ing in a number of haors, which is 
a wetland ecosystem recognised 
by the Ramsar Convention.

Aziz Mia, a duck farmer who 
lives in Bishwambarpur, told thet-
hirdpole.net that he had never 
seen such a flood in his life. He 
lost all 150 of his ducks and is now 
thinking of migrating to Sylhet city 
(Jalalabad) to look for work.

Towards the end of March, the 
rainfall in Sylhet, which is south 
of Meghalaya and across the bor-
der, was four times more than in 
the same days last year, according 
to the Bangladesh Meteorological 
Department. Rainfall was above 
normal from March 1 to May 10 
this year in the north-east region 
of India, according to India Me-
teorological Department.

Although the role of climate 
change in flash floods such as 
these is yet to be firmly estab-
lished, pre-monsoon rainfall 
and its intensity may increase in 
the future, according to a recent 
study by the Bangladesh Univer-
sity of Engineering and Technol-
ogy (BUET).

There is a need to prepare for 
the erratic monsoon rainfall, 
says A.K.M. Saiful Islam, profes-
sor at the university’s Institute 
of Water and Flood Management 
and lead author of the study. But 
the annual damage to the haor 
region cannot be tackled by Ban-
gladesh alone. Both India and 
Bangladesh need to exchange 
information on potential floods.

IANS

India, Bangladesh must tackle 
transboundary floods together

What we got out of partition?

BY SAHANA GHOSH 

India, which offers a unique sta-
tistical training programme for 
participants from least-devel-

oped and developing Asian and 
African countries, should cash in 
on the geo-political advantage of 
the course that is being run by the 
prestigious Indian Statistical Insti-
tute (ISI) since 1950, says a veteran 
statistician.

International Statistical Educa-
tion Centre (ISEC) at the ISI pro-
vides training in theoretical and 
applied statistics at various levels 
to selected participants from the 
Middle East, South Asia, Southeast 
Asia, the far east and the Common-
wealth countries of Africa.

According to S.P. Mukherjee, 
Chairman, Board of Directors 
of ISEC, these nations could be 
made to depend more on India in 
the area of planning of their eco-
nomic activities rather than bank-
ing on the bigger powers. "In this 
region, without any economic or 
political benefit in mind, India has 
been extending cooperation to 

strengthen their planning activi-
ties. Each country has a national 
statistical body but their staff 
members are not well equipped in 
that discipline. So how do they get 
their staff equipped and that too 
at a subsidy? So India came in," 
Mukherjee told IANS.

For the 70th term of the course 
(2016-2017), there were 28 trainees 
from 15 countries including 10 Af-
rican nations. The primary training 
programme is a 10-month regular 
course in statistics leading to a sta-
tistical training diploma.

In addition, special courses on 
different topics of varying dura-
tion are also organised. In the cur-
rent batch of pass outs, 23 trainees 
were supported by fellowships un-
der the ITEC/SCAAP of India while 
five trainees availed fellowships of 
Central Bank of Sri Lanka.

The ISEC was founded at the ini-
tiative of Indian scientist and ap-
plied statistician, P.C. Mahalanobis.  
"Whatever training they need we 
can help them in applying in their 
respective economies without them 

being influenced by some other 
bigger powers who could channel 
their economic activities in pos-
sibly a different direction. We can 
tell them that there are better ways 
of planning economic activities," 
Mukherjee observed.

In this way, he explained, "They 
could be made to depend more 
on India in terms of their actual 
planning of their economic activi-
ties rather than depending on big 
powers for subsidies or trade, etc." 
He said that in terms of economic 
activities, trade -- bilateral or multi-
lateral -- could also be enhanced. "I 
don't mean they should be clubbed 
with political activities," he added.

Whatever political happenings 
take place, they mostly have their 
impact on the economy. That 
economy is being influenced by 
the support that India had been 
providing, without really getting 
any return or without asking, he 
said. He strongly believes India 
should leverage the collaborative 
advantage. "This (cashing in on) 
has not happened yet. All these 

countries have been consistently 
getting help from ISI. Otherwise 
they would have failed to plan their 
own economic activities. 

The countries of the region who 
are a bit handicapped in not hav-
ing strong scientific, technologi-
cal and statistical basis, they have 
been consistently deriving ad-
equate support from India... that's 
the geopolitical importance."

The ISEC draws most of its 
teachers from the ISI and uses all 
ISI facilities, including its library.

In Asia, apart from India, Japan's 
Statistical Institute for Asia and the 
Pacific (SIAP) conducts training.

"This is not as academic as ours. 
Statistics started in India and we 
have an edge," he said. Vouching 
for the popularity of the course, 
Mukherjee said Eastern Africa Sta-
tistical Training Centre (EASTC) 
housed in Tanzania has approached 
the ISEC to enrol their faculty mem-
bers for the institute's regular PhD 
programme. "They want our help to 
train their faculty members and so 
their director came and met me as 
well. In fact, they would like to have 
some of their faculty members en-
rol for the regular PhD programmes 
of ISI through an examination but 
for some reason the examination 
could not be held in their countries," 
Mukherjee informed.                    IANS

'India should leverage statistics 
for geo-political advantage'
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A proactive response to Kashmir conflict?

THE event got highlighted briefly in 
print and electronic media and got 
a passing reference in social media. 

That is how unimportant the public con-
siders an unusual meeting of top Indian 
military brass away from the traditional 
haunt of South Block, New Delhi. However, 
when the Army Chief and seven Army Com-
manders met at Srinagar last week it was a 
departure from normal and something that 
keen observers of strategic affairs, especial-
ly those with eyes on Jammu and Kashmir, 
should have noted. 

The meeting could very well have been 
for the purpose of a collective change of 
scene and retreat but the Indian Army is a 
little too serious to think of such things. It 
is not unusual for different field armies of 
the Indian Army to plan an odd training 
event at a picturesque location within its 
geographical precincts. Chandimandir’s 
Headquarters (HQ) Western Command of-
ten conducts events at Kasauli or Subathu 
as does Lucknow’s HQ Central Command 
at Nainital. These take in a few issues of 
general interest and focus thereafter on the 
fixed responsibilities and tasks as applica-
ble to them. 

Thus a contentious issue such as the 
North-East remains only the purview of 
Eastern Command and its brass and Kash-
mir that of Northern Command. The op-
erational discussions on pan-India secu-
rity issues are restricted to the half-yearly 
conference at Delhi. The Military Opera-
tions Directorate gets just a day to itself to 
conduct these. There is grossly inadequate 
and insufficient employment of the wealth 
of talent available in the senior command 
and staff appointments each of whom have 
served across the spectrum of challenges 
that the Indian Army faces. Rarely do you 
find Principal Staff Officers from Delhi in-
volved in the war games of field armies. 
In other words, while our regional issue-
based approach may be efficient the com-
bined national approach may really not 
be as seamless as it needs to be. Of course, 

one does think of the time of late General 
K Sundarji’s legendary Brasstacks series of 
exercises, where different departments of 
the Government of India were involved in 
the discussions in the lead up to Exercise 
Brasstacks 4 — the maneouvres involving 
troops which led to the near war between 
India and Pakistan in 1987. This has hap-
pened once or twice thereafter but at a 
much lesser level of intensity and serious-
ness. Collective wisdom always steals a 
march over unilateral consideration of is-
sues. Jammu and Kashmir is currently fac-
ing one of the most challenging phases in 
the last 28 years of existence of the proxy 
conflict because the issue is deeply em-
broiled in the hybrid zone. If it was purely 
military, the Army would have found it far 
simpler to address. Because it is not, the 
situation needs deft handling, a 360-degree 
consideration of the issues, tremendous 
coordination, cooperation with multiple 
agencies and team work. This type of con-
flict just cannot be fought through isolated, 
single-agency campaigns.  Very early in 
the conflict environment there were men 

worth their weight in gold who thought of 
the right things. The Unified Command 
was the product of such thinking as early 
as 1993 but somehow it could not achieve 
the desired interest in its scope and the 
same was not sufficiently investigated. Is 
it time that it was restored to the status of 
what was intended with its use? Are these 
signals that people in authority are giving 
the whole approach a fresher look? The 
recent meeting in Srinagar had some inter-
esting aspects to it. Some of the brass met 
and briefed the Governor. The Chief Min-
ister was also briefed by the Western Army 
Commander. It is not known whether any 
other important members of the security 
team at Srinagar had the occasion to meet 
and brief the brass; it would have been a 
great gesture in jointmanship and that is 
the direction which should be taken in the 
future. The cascading effect of this should 
be a greater empowerment of the Unified 
Command, with the Chief Minister playing 
a more proactive role in the security realm 
and the outreach campaign to the people; 
these are inevitable arms of comprehen-

sively countering any hybrid conflict. 
The planning and war gaming should be 

selectively done by the Unified Command, 
using the Army’s time-tested methods and 
tools of decision- making. One of the rea-
sons for the comparative lack of interest 
in the media towards this event has been 
the inability to comprehend just what this 
meeting means. It was not noticed that 
the Chairman Chiefs of Staff Committee 
and Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Sunil 
Lanba was also in the Western theatre and 
being briefed at Yol by GOC 9 Corps. 

All this can be dismissed as holiday re-
treat time for the defence brass but it must 
also send a good message of the serious in-
tent with which India is viewing Pakistan’s 
threats and attempts to intimidate it. At 
the same time the statements of the Army 
Chief, although taken negatively by many, 
do convey an upward ratcheting of the doc-
trine to fight the proxy efforts of Pakistan, 
brazenness of the mobs intimidating sol-
diers and getting away with it. 

As soon as reasonably can be the down-
ward ratcheting will take place; have no 
doubts about that. The Air Force Chief’s let-
ter to his officers is also a contributory factor 
in the turn of the screws as far as our readi-
ness is concerned. The long overdue action 
against the financial networks also seems 
to have begun with recent revelations and 
raids. This will be a major contributory fac-
tor in diluting the proxy effectiveness. From 
across the border there would be many eyes 
glaring towards Srinagar, probably smug 
that a war council of the Indian Army had 
gathered there. The Pakistanis should be 
reassured that their perception is correct. 
India is no longer viewing the intimida-
tion defensively and another high-profile 
negative incident could well test this intent. 
Repairing the situation in Kashmir should 
begin in earnest and there is no need to be 
in any hurry to engage Pakistan. Mission 
Kashmir is now all about securing Kashmir 
and making no bones about it.

IANS

PLAYING 
WITH FIRE

BY SNM ABDI

ALL’S not well on India’s eastern 
flank. Bangladesh PM Sheikh Ha-
sina seems to have concluded that 

the achievements of her government for 
two successive terms are not enough to 
guarantee an Awami League victory in 
the 2018 elections. She is going through a 
crisis of confidence despite her adminis-
tration’s exemplary crackdown on violent 
extremism, GDP rising to an impressive 
7.11 per cent, FDI and forex reserves hit-
ting a record high, a growing demand for 
Bangladeshi soldiers for UN peacekeeping 
missions and a superpower like China dy-
ing to embrace Bangladesh.            

Returning to Dhaka empty-handed from 
Delhi, a despondent Hasina is playing to 
the Islamic gallery in the predominantly 
Muslim nation. Her biggest priority is to 
win over her co-religionists at any cost. 
She is bending over backwards to please 
conservative sections as they account for 
the bulk of the electorate. But this is least 
expected of a secular and progressive party 
like the Awami League which enjoys much 
goodwill in India. Interestingly, in her new 
incarnation, Hasina reminds me of Indira 
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi who headed a 
secular Congress but pandered to Hindu 
religious sentiments to perpetuate their 
rule and neutralise the BJP-RSS. 

 The Hefazat-e-Islam, or Protectors of 
Islam, a Chittagong-based religious outfit 
headed by 97-year-old Deoband-educated 
Shah Ahmad Shafi, is Hasina’s new col-
laborator. To ingratiate herself with sec-
tions for whom Islam matters more than 
anything else, Hasina is giving in to de-
mands raised by Shafi. She is systemati-
cally patronising Hefazat to outweigh the 
well-entrenched Jamaat-e-Islami which 
is a proven force multiplier for the rival 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party, headed by 
former PM Khaleda Zia. 

Hasina and Zia are bitter political and 
personal enemies who will go to any 
length to ensure the other’s defeat. 

 Just before the advent of Ramadan, the 
statue of a woman symbolising justice was 
removed from the Supreme Court building 
in Dhaka in the dead of night. It was the cul-
mination of Hefazat’s relentless campaign 
against the sculpture — installed with the 
approval of Hindu Chief Justice Surendra 
Kumar Sinha — as Islam prohibits the de-
piction of living beings. Its eventual dis-
placement threw a spotlight on Hasina’s 
new-found Islamic zeal, which is also evi-
dent from her government’s recognition of 
madarsa degrees on a par with mainstream 
educational institutions, clearing the decks 
for graduates and postgraduates from sem-
inaries to join the country’s workforce, in-
cluding the civil service.      

And intriguingly, the Awami League is 
about to launch a religious wing with ‘Is-
lamic scholars and thinkers’. The idea was 
mooted in Hasina’s presence inside the 
party’s Dhanmondi headquarters by Reli-
gious Affairs Secretary Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah, according to The Daily Star. 
Political parties are known to have youth, 
student labour, women or even minority 
wing, but a religious wing to capitalise on 
the majority community’s faith is unheard 
of in Bangladesh or India. Apparently, the 
religious wing will be tasked with prevent-
ing the infiltration of the banned Jamaat-
e-Islami’s cadres into the Awami League 
with evil intent.

Significantly, Hasina is taking personal 
interest in a project to build hundreds of 
mosques with over $1 billion from Saudi 
Arabia amid speculation  that they would 
be used to propagate hardline Wahabi 
brand of Islam. The government will con-
struct 560 mosques — one in every town — 
to woo the believers before elections. Ha-
sina also flew to Riyadh to raise her Muslim 
profile by participating in the Arabic Is-
lamic Summit graced by Donald Trump. 
Hasina is steering Bangladesh to emerge 
as a key member of the Saudi-funded 
Islamic Military Alliance — or a Sunni 
Muslim NATO — of 41 Muslim countries 
whose commander-in-chief happens to be 
the recently retired Pakistani General Ra-
heel Sharif who loved to bleed India when 
he was the army chief.      

Today, Hasina is playing the Muslim 
card as openly as Indira Gandhi once 
played the Hindu card. India’s former 
PM did not rest on her laurels after crush-
ing Pakistan, creating Bangladesh and 
cementing India’s position as a nuclear 
power. She touched every Shankaracha-
rya’s feet, visited every math in sight and 
deputed Dr Karan Singh to help the VHP 
soothe the ruffled feathers of the majority 
community after the mass conversions to 
Islam in Meenakshipuram. In Punjab and 
Kashmir, she positioned herself as de-
fender of Hindus by launching Operation 
Blue Star against the Golden Temple and 
toppling Farooq Abdullah, respectively. 

COURTESY : GULF NEWS

The meeting of the Army Chief with the senior Army brass in Srinagar has sent out a strong message. Since collective 
wisdom always scores over unilateral considerations, a unified approach might work better. A unified command is es-

sential to deal with the ongoing conflict in Kashmir.. .......  By Lt Gen Syed Ata Hasnain (retd)

BY GORDON ROBISON

When President Donald Trump an-
nounced last week that the United 
States would pull out of the Paris 

climate accord, the reaction around the 
world was almost universally negative. 
Analysis of the decision focused on the po-
litical influence of the oil, gas and coal in-
dustries and, particularly, those industries’ 
close ties some of Trump’s top aides.

Yet many of these analyses failed to ad-
dress a related question: Why is this another 
of those areas (like health care and guns) in 
which America is unique? Other countries 
with politically powerful and economically 
significant oil, gas and coal industries ac-
cept both the reality of climate change and 
the need to do something about it. Other 
countries have climate sceptics, but only in 
America do they dictate the agenda of the 
ruling political party. Only in America is the 
very existence of climate change consid-
ered a partisan issue.

It is worth remembering that this was 
not always the case. As recently as 2008 
the Republican Party’s presidential nomi-
nee, Senator John McCain, was a leading 
voice on climate change. During that year’s 
campaign he was arguably more animated 
about the issue than Barack Obama. That 
same year Newt Gingrich, the former House 

Speaker who has been one of the American 
right’s most outspoken ideologues for more 
than 30 years, made a TV ad in which he and 
the then-current speaker, Nancy Pelosi, sat 
together on a sofa in front of the US Capitol 
and issued a remarkable joint appeal.

“We don’t always see eye-to-eye, do we 
Newt?” Pelosi says.

“No, but we do agree, our country must 
take action to address climate change,” 
Gingrich replies. Adding: “If enough of us 
demand action from our leaders, we can 
spark the innovation we need.”

Three years later Gingrich — who was 
getting ready to run for president at the 
time — appeared on Fox News to call the 
ad “the dumbest single thing I’ve done in 
recent years.” In that same appearance he 
also said: “I actually don’t know whether 
global warming is occurring.”

It is common to trace the changes of 
heart by Gingrich, McCain and others to 
the brutal partisanship of the Obama years, 
but the fact is that Republican attitudes on 
the issue had been shifting for a long time 
before Obama took office.

McCain may have been a bold voice on 
climate change a decade ago but it’s worth 
remembering that he stood out precisely 
because even then, he was largely out of 
step with his party on the issue. This mind-

set goes further back. When Al Gore was the 
Democratic presidential nominee in 2000, 
the GOP singled out his environmentalism 
as evidence of woolly-headedness. Today it 
remains the thing most likely to draw sneer-
ing dismissals of him among Republicans. 

Two decades earlier, part of Ronald Rea-
gan’s success lay in rejecting the calls for 
national sacrifice and austerity that had 
characterised the presidencies of Jimmy 
Carter and Gerald Ford. Reagan’s message 
was that America is a land of bounty and 
that anyone who tells you it needs preserv-
ing both lacks faith in the country and pri-
oritises austerity over jobs and growth. This 
has resonated with multiple generations of 
American voters.

So the partisanship around climate 
change — the tendency to see it as an ei-
ther/or tradeoff pitting jobs against pres-
ervation — did not spring into being a few 
years ago. It has been growing, and slowly 
hardening into the US political mindset for 
generations. 

The case of California Governor Jerry 
Brown is particularly instructive. Brown is 
the most successful (some might argue the 
only) major American politician to have 
built his career around environmental-
ism (even Gore, despite a long and solid 
environmental record, only made climate 

change central to his political persona after 
leaving office).

In recent weeks Brown has emerged as 
the most forceful and articulate spokesman 
for the Paris Accord in US politics, organis-
ing state and city-level officials to do what 
they can to mitigate the effects of Trump’s 
decision. Yet this is the same Jerry Brown 
who was also governor of California more 
than 40 years ago, in the 1970s, and whose 
attempts to move onto the national stage — 
three unsuccessful presidential campaigns 
and a failed senate race — all stalled in 
no small part because his concern for the 
environment made him seem kooky and 
economically unrealistic to an entire gen-
eration of voters. Most Republicans still see 
him that way.

Brown’s profile is rising precisely be-
cause Democrats nationally are embracing 
his views in a way that they did not 30 or 40 
years ago. That very fact only further alien-
ates him from Republicans.

I wish I could say there was any sign all 
this is going to change — that America will 
evolve toward the rest of the world on at 
least this one question. But the reaction at 
home to Trump’s announcement shows 
how thin a hope that is.

Like so many other things in US politics 
today, climate is an issue where the two 
parties cannot even agree what it is they 
are actually discussing. Gaps that wide are 
close to impossible to bridge.
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Why climate change is a partisan issue in America
Climate is an issue where the two parties cannot even agree what it is they are actually 

discussing and such huge gaps are impossible to bridge

Sheikh Hasina is bending over 
backwards to please 
conservative sections

BY MARWAN ASMAR

As Arabs we owe it to ourselves not 
only to know what happened 50 
years ago but how it happened, for 

the numbers simply don’t add up. One 
country against at least three, the strategic 
planning, military coordination, thinking 
behind another war, the Israeli mentality 
versus the Arab one...

What were Israeli leaders thinking after 
the 1948 disaster and the 1956 tripartite at-
tack on Egypt? These are just some of the 
questions Arab thinkers, strategic plan-
ners, politicians, and even the man on the 
street, should be thinking out loud as we 
remember the devastating Arab-Israeli War 
that occurred on June 5, 1967 and ended six 
days later.

We are still at point zero — nothing has 
changed. The Arab-Israeli peace process 
launched in Madrid in 1991 and the sub-
sequent Oslo process of 1993 are in the 
doldrums thanks to Israeli intransigence. 
Nearly 24 years later, today, the Palestinian 
lot on the West Bank and Gaza is nowhere 

near to being liberated but continues to 
reel under a chequered peace process un-
der the thumb of the Israeli occupation. 
Israel continues to pay lip service to peace 
negotiations while blaming the Palestinian 
side for foot-dragging and being unwilling 
to make concessions on land and territory 
it has occupied since 1967 and before.

Because we are at a stalemate, we need 
to go back to the June 1967 Arab-Israel War 
and the subsequent Israeli land grab of Pal-
estinian and Arab lands and territories, to 
which it quickly established an occupation 
regime over and whose knuckles are born, 
orchestrated and executed by the Israeli 
military and army.

We need to think aloud how this has 
happened, how it continues to happen 
and what our future is. How can we move 
forward in the presence of an Israeli jug-
gernaut effectively ruling civilian Arab 
populations? We need to stretch our minds 
further and dissect these gruelling days of 
that bloody war that resulted in greater 
Arab territorial losses and Israeli land 

grabs, when the carpet was literally pulled 
from under our feet and we lost exceedingly 
more territory than we could have possibly 
imagined, and where the regional situation 
was turned upside down with more Pales-
tinian refugees.

The 1967 war stands out as a sore thumb 
in the history of Israeli-Arab relations. In 
just six days, the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
fell, Jerusalem was occupied and shortly af-
ter annexed, the Sinai Peninsula was taken 
and the Golan Heights captured by Israel.

Throughout its land grab, Israel in-
creased what is termed as its strategic se-
curity depth in the West Bank, which it 
occupied before forcing out over 300,000 
more Palestinian refugees who mostly fled 
to Jordan. For many it was a repeat of the 
1948 Catastrophe that saw the emergence 
of over 700,000 refugees.

In the West Bank and Gaza, Israel came 
to rule over 1.2 million people and for the 
first time it controlled the Golan Heights 
and set about encouraging the removal of 
100,000 members of the existing popula-

tion. Like the West Bank, Israel set upon 
peppering the Golan Heights with Israeli 
colonies as it expanded its reach.

While Egyptian President Jamal Abdul 
Nasser, whose planes were destroyed while 
on the airfield on June 5, 1967, branded the 
1967 War ‘Al Naksa’ (a setback) — a term 
purposely used to mean a delay in liberat-
ing the lost Palestinian territories — it was 
definitely much more than that.

To call the Israeli land grab a setback is 
no doubt a huge understatement and a 
malaise in the Arab political dictionary. 
The term needs, first of all, to be berated, 
chastised and vilified. It also need to be re-
evaluated, re-examined, rectified and sim-
ply thrown out of our narrative, collective 
memory and consciousness.

The 1967 June War, semantically referred 
to by Arabs in a nonchalant way, takes a 
more precise meaning on the part of Israelis 
when they simply use the term, the Six-Day 
War, to underline the lucidity of the term. 
For them, the war was destructive and swift; 
an unmitigated disaster on a mass scale that 
can arguably be equalled to the 1948 disas-
ter when Palestine fell to the Jews.
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7 killed in blast near
 Afghan mosque

Kabul, June 6 (IANS) At least seven civilians were killed and 
16 were injured in an explosion near a mosque in Afghani-
stan’s Herat city on Tuesday. The blast took place at around 
3 p.m. near the northern gate of the Great Mosque of Herat, 
CNN quoted the Herat Governor’s spokesman Jilani Farhad 
as saying. No group claimed responsibility for the explosion.

Third London Bridge attacker 
named

London, June 6 (IANS) The third terrorist behind the Lon-
don Bridge attack was named on Tuesday as Youssef Zaghba, 
a Moroccan-Italian man. It emerged that he was arrested last 
year trying to get into Syria, yet was still able to get into Brit-
ain, BBC reported.  Reports in the Italian media said Zaghba 
was stopped in Italy’s Bologna city. His mother is Italian and 
still lives there. Pakistan-born Khuram Butt (27) and Rachid 
Radouane (30) -- reportedly of Moroccan-Libyan descent 
-- were the other two attackers. Both lived in east London. 
Meanwhile, another victim was named as Australian Kirsty 
Boden, who her family said, ran towards London Bridge in 
an effort to help people during the attack. Seven people were 
killed and 48 injured in the attack on Saturday night. NHS 
England said 36 people remained in hospital, with 18 in a 
critical condition.

Butt and his two accomplices drove a hired van into pe-
destrians on London Bridge before stabbing people in the 
area around Borough Market. All three men were shot dead 
by police within eight minutes of receiving a 999 call. Butt 
had featured in a Channel 4 documentary The Jihadis Next 
Door, broadcast last year. Radouane was a chef who also used 
the name Rachid Elkhdar and police said he claimed to be 
Moroccan-Libyan. All 12 people arrested on Sunday after the 
London attack were released without charge. On Tuesday, 
counter-terror officers were searching a property in Ilford, 
east London. But no arrests were made, police said.

2 Chinese assaulted in Islamabad
Islamabad, June 6 (IANS) A Chinese citizen appealed to the 

Pakistani government for support on Tuesday after he was al-
legedly assaulted when a business deal struck with a Pakistani 
man turned sour. Liu Xiao Long sent an application to the 
Interior Ministry claiming he entered into a partnership with 
Ishtiaq Ali to start a hotel in Islamabad.  But when the business 
did not yield adequate returns and Long couldn’t pay his share 
of revenue to Ali, he was beaten up, the Chinese citizen’s trans-
lator Raja Sabeel told Dawn newspaper. “Long and Ishtiaq Ali 
started a hospitality business together. Long paid Ali Rs 1 mil-
lion up-front as a security deposit,” Sabeel said. 

“However, the business did not pick up in the first few 
months and Ali kept asking Long to pay his cut,” he said. 
Sabeel said Ali brought 8-10 men to the hotel and assaulted 
Long and his staff. “The men took away all valuables from the 
premises as well as cash,” Sabeel said, adding that the men 
also assaulted a Chinese businessman staying at the hotel.

Thousands hold minute’s silence 
in UK

London, June 6 (IANS) The UK held a minute of silence on 
Tuesday in memory of the victims of the terror attack that hit 
London over the weekend, leaving seven dead and dozens in-
jured. London Mayor Sadiq Khan led the proceedings at Lon-
don Bridge, where on Saturday three assailants drove a van into 
crowds before entering nearby Borough Market and attacking 
people with knives, reports Efe. Huge crowds gathered on the 
bridge to commemorate the victims despite pouring rain.

9.4 mn students to 
appear for China’s 

college entrance exam
Beijing, June 6 (IANS) A total of 9.4 million Chinese high school 

students will appear for the 2017 national college entrance ex-
amination, also called Gaokao that will start on Wednesday, the 
Ministry of Education said. Some 3.72 million of these students 
were expected to enrol for the under-graduate degree courses 
following the examination, Xinhua news agency reported. This 
number is an increase of nearly 10,000 compared with 2016, ac-
cording to the 2017 enrolment plan issued by the Ministry.

 The ministry has instructed local education departments 
to prepare for the upcoming exam, which generally lasts for 
two days, with some highly competitive regions adding a 
third day. Emergency plans should be in place for extreme 
weather conditions, natural disasters and disease outbreaks 
that could occur during the exams, the ministry said. Other 
measures include heat control and noise abatement in and 
around examination venues to create an optimal environ-
ment for students. A report released by China Education On-
line, www.eol.cn, showed that the number of students taking 
the exam has declined from its peak of 10.5 million in 2008, 
and has remained stable at around 9.4 million since 2014. The 
number was expected to remain steady or drop slightly in the 
future, due to various factors, including a decrease in the school-
aged population, the report said. 

WORLD SNIPPETS

 Beijing, Jun 6 : China to-
day cautioned India and 
other Asian countries against 
forming informal alliances to 
counter its increasing asser-
tiveness as they cannot rely on 
the US in Trump era. "I have 
seen the reports but I doubt 
the authenticity of these 
reports," Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Hua 
Chunying told media briefing 
here. She was commenting on 
reports from Shangri-La Dia-
logue in Singapore that India, 
Japan, Australia and Vietnam 
were contemplating informal 
alliances in view of the uncer-
tainties of US policies under 
President Donald Trump.

If those reports are authen-
tic, it demonstrate that Cold 
War mindset has not been 
eradicated and "some people 
approach and handle the 

country to country relations 
with zero sum opinion," Hua 
said. Speaking at the forum 
two days ago, Australian Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull 
said: "In this brave new world 
we cannot rely on great pow-
ers to safeguard our interests." 
"We have to take responsibil-
ity for our own security and 
prosperity, while recognising 
we are stronger when sharing 
the burden of collective lead-

ership with trusted partners 
and friends," he said.

Hua said China stands for 
common comprehensive and 
sustainable security idea for 
the building of cooperation 
of a new international rela-
tion with win cooperate at its 
core. "Any confrontation and 
containment will have no way 
out. Hope relevant people can 
put China’s development in 
perspective," Hua said. 

Washington, Jun 6 : Top 
seven India-based IT com-
panies in the US collectively 
experienced a whopping 37 
percent drop in approved 
H-1B visa petitions in 2016 
as compared to the previ-
ous year, according to a new 
report that comes amid the 
Trump administration's 
crackdown on the "visa 
abuse". The companies ex-
perienced a drop of 5,436 
approved petitions (37 per 
cent) in 2016 as compared to 
the previous year, said a re-
port by the National Foun-
dation for American Policy 
-- a Washington-based non-
profit think-tank.

It said that the 9,356 new 
H-1B petitions for the top 
seven India-based compa-
nies approved in fiscal 2016 
represent only 0.006 per-
cent of the US labour force. 

"While the threat of job loss 
has long been exaggerated 
by critics, it reaches illogical 
proportions when discuss-
ing fewer than 10,000 work-
ers in an economy that em-
ploys 160 million workers 
nationwide," the National 
Foundation for American 
Policy said in a statement 
after releasing the report. 
The report comes after US 
President Donald Trump 
signed an executive order in 
April for tightening the rules 
of the H-1B visa programme 
to stop "visa abuses".

Trump said his adminis-
tration is going to enforce 
'Hire American' rules that 
are designed to protect jobs 
and wages of workers in the 
US. The executive order also 
called upon the Depart-
ments of Labour, Justice, 
Homeland Security.

China cautions India and 
other Asian countries against 

any informal alliance

Drop of 37 pc in H1B 
visas for 7 Indian 

firms in 2016: report

Kabul, Jun 6 : Afghan Presi-
dent Ashraf Ghani issued an 
ultimatum to the Taliban to-
day, warning them to embrace 
peace or "face consequences" 
after announcing that the 
death toll from last week's 
truck bombing had passed 
150. Ghani has come under 
mounting public criticism for 
spiralling insecurity, with a 
wave of protests and deadly 
street clashes roiling the Af-
ghan capital as people in-
censed by the violence call for 
his government's resignation. 
The president made a strong 
plea for security at an interna-
tional peace conference on Af-
ghanistan attended by around 
two dozen countries.

Armoured vehicles pa-
trolled the streets as part of 
tight security and fighter jets 

roared over the capital. "We 
are offering a chance for peace 
but this is not an open-ended 
offer," Ghani said. "Time is 
running out... this is the last 
chance: take it or face con-
sequences." The conference, 
labelled the "Kabul Process", 
aims to build international 
support for peace. There was 
no immediate reaction from 
the Taliban to Ghani's com-
ments. Kabul has been on 
edge since the massive truck 
bomb last Wednesday ripped 
through the city's highly forti-
fied diplomatic quarter, home 
to the presidential palace and 
a host of foreign embassies. 
The death toll from the dev-
astating attack has jumped 
to more than 150 people, 
while over 300 wounded were 
brought to hospitals.

Sydney, June 6 (IANS) Indi-
an billionaire Gautam Adani 
on Tuesday said he had got 
the nod to open Australia's 
biggest coal mine. His com-
pany announced a "final in-
vestment decision" on the 
$16.5 billion Carmichael proj-
ect. "I am proud to announce 
the project has Final Invest-
ment Decision (FID) approval 
which marks the official start 
of one of the largest single in-
frastructure and job-creating 
developments in Australia's 
recent history," the Adani En-
terprises Chairman said.

"This is a historic day for 
Adani, a historic day for re-
gional Queensland, and a 
historic day for Indian invest-
ment in Australia," Adani said 
in a statement. "This is the 
largest single investment by 

an Indian corporation in Aus-
tralia and I believe others will 
follow with investments and 
trade deals." Pre-construc-
tion work on the project in 
northern Australia is expected 
to begin in September despite 
protests from environmental 
groups, Australian media re-
ported.  The announcement 
followed a mining royalties 
deal struck between Adani 
and the Queensland state 
government last week.

The Australian govern-
ment said the mine will gen-
erate investment but critics 
say it will harm the environ-
ment.  Environment activ-
ists said the Carmichael coal 
mine project on the Galilee 
Basin in Queensland state 
will exacerbate global warm-
ing and pose a threat to the 

Great Barrier Reef, located in 
the same region. "This mine 
will be a disaster for the cli-
mate, the Great Barrier Reef 
and frontline communities in 
Queensland and around the 
world," Greenpeace spokes-
man Nikola Casule said. Ad-
ani hit out at green activists: 
"We have been challenged by 
activists in the courts, in in-
ner-city streets, and even out-
side banks that have not even 
been approached to finance 
the project. "We are still fac-
ing activists. But we are com-
mitted to this project."

Queensland Premier An-
nastacia Palaszczuk said: 
"There will be jobs right 
across the state. This project 
will deliver those jobs." Re-
sources Minister Matt Cana-
van also defended the project, 

Adani gets nod for controversial 
Australia coal mine 

Last chance for peace, 
Afghan president warns 

Russia hacked 
2016 US  presidential 
election, reveals NSA

Washington, June 6 (IANS) Intelligence offi-
cials around the world on Tuesday were jolted 
by revelations in a top-secret report from the 
US National Security Agency that Russia made 
hacking attacks to influence the 2016 Ameri-
can presidential election. The NSA report pub-
lished on Monday by online news organisation 
The Intercept said that Russia's military intel-
ligence conducted over 100 cyberattacks on 
voting software providers and local election 
officials. According to the leaked document, 
which was dated May 5, Russia's Military Intel-
ligence Directorate (GRU) allegedly launched 
an attack in August 2016 against a US company 
"evidently to obtain information on elections-
related software and hardware solutions".

"The actors likely used data obtained from 
that operation to launch a voter registration-
themed 'spear-phishing' campaign targeting 
US local government organisations," reported 
Efe news, citing the classified NSA report. 
Spear-phishing is an information-gathering 
technique directed at specific individuals or 
companies, which often uses fake e-mails as a 
way to extract passwords from unwitting tar-
gets. A 25-year-old US government contractor, 
Reality Leigh Winner, was accused by authori-
ties of leaking the NSA report and charged with 
mishandling classified information.

Winner was arrested last week and remains in 
jail pending a detention hearing this week, ac-
cording to her attorney Titus T. Nichols. Nich-
ols called for the release of his client, saying: 
"She has no criminal history; it's not as if she's 
a threat to anyone." Winner worked for the 
Pluribus International Corporation consult-
ing firm and had top secret clearance, which 
allowed her to handle classified information. 
Pluribus International's clients include the De-
fence Intelligence Agency, the US Army and US 
Central Command.

Third London Bridge 
attacker an Italian national 
London, June 6 (IANS) 

The third of the three 
London Bridge attackers 
was on Tuesday named 
as Youssef Zaghba, a 
22-year-old Italian na-
tional of Moroccan de-
scent, who was on Italy's 
list of persons at risk after 
being held last year while 
on his way to Syria.

Zaghba had an Ital-
ian passport and his 
mother's name is Valeria, 
informed sources told 
Italian media Adnkro-
nos, reports Efe. Zaghba 
was shot dead by police 
along with two other ac-
complies after Saturday's 
deadly rampage in which 
seven people were killed 
and 48 were injured.

British police said on 
Tuesday they believed 
Zaghba to be the third 
attacker, that he was an 
Italian national of Mo-
roccan descent and that 
his family had been in-
formed. "He was not a 
police or M15 subject 
of interest," the state-
ment said. At the time 
of the London Bridge at-
tacks, Zaghba had been 
working in a London 
restaurant and was in 
touch with his mother.  
There were conflicting 
reports on the mother's 

whereabouts, with some 
sources saying she was 
in Bologna in Italy and 
others claiming she was 
in Casablanca, Morocco. 
Zaghba's parents report-
edly lived in Morocco but 
then separated and his 
mother settled in Bolo-
gna. Zaghba spent a lot 
of time with relatives in 
East London but visited 
his mother several times 
in Bologna.

When Zaghba was 
stopped at the city's Mar-
coni airport in March 
2016, he had told his 
mother he was going to 
Rome. At the time of his 
arrest, Zaghba was travel-
ling with just a backpack 
and his passport was 
impounded. His mobile 
phone was also confis-

cated and was found to 
contain religious videos 
and images but no violent 
jihadist images.

He was, however, 
charged with international 
terrorism and recorded 
on intelligence files as a 
suspected foreign fighter.  
Although the charge was 
later withdrawn, he re-
mained on file as "a per-
son at risk", Italian daily 
Corriere della Sera report-
ed. Italy's intelligence ser-
vices had reported Zaghba 
and his frequent move-
ments to Moroccan and 
British authorities, Corri-
ere reported. Zaghba's fel-
low attackers were named 
as Pakistan-born British 
citizen Khuram Butt, 27, 
and Rachid Redouane, 30, 
a Moroccan-Libyan pas-

try chef who had an Irish 
wife. All 12 people arrested 
on Sunday after the attack 
have now been released 
without charge while a 
27-year-old man was held 
in Barking near London 
on Tuesday in connection 
with the investigation, po-
lice said.

The Islamic State jihad-
ist group claimed Satur-
day's attack in which Za-
ghba, Butt and Redouane 
drove a hired van into 
pedestrians on London 
Bridge at around 10 p.m. 
before stabbing people in 
the area around the near-
by Borough Market. Za-
ghba, Butt and Redouane 
were all shot dead by po-
lice at the scene within 
eight minutes of receiv-
ing an emergency call.
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New Delhi, June 6 (IANS) 
The National Academy of Ag-
ricultural Sciences (NAAS) has 
urged the government to al-
low commercial use of Dhara 
Mustard Hybrid-11 (DMH-11), 
a Genetically Modified (GM) 
Mustard variety, from this year 
and to support scientists to de-
velop such hybrids in future.

The Genetic Engineering 
Appraisal Committee (GEAC), 
which is a regulator under the 
Environment Ministry, had last 
month recommended com-
mercial use of the GM Mustard 
variety, DMH-11.

The Ministry is now sup-
posed to take a final call. 

An agriculture think-tank of 
650 scientists, the NAAS analy-
ses various aspects of agricul-
ture and food system transfor-

mation and suggests solutions 
for sustainable agriculture de-
velopment. It adopted a reso-
lution on commercialisation 
of DMH-11 in its annual gen-
eral meeting body meeting on 
Monday. 

“The central and state gov-
ernments should immediately 
endorse the recommendations 
of GEAC so that the coming 
growing season can be fully 
utilised for the multiplication 
of parental and production of 
hybrid seed,” reads the resolu-
tion.  DMH-11 is developed by 
Deepak Pental, a geneticist at 
Delhi University. 

The resolution also says “bio-
tech product must not be de-
nied to the farmers, who should 
have options to make informed 
choices, and empowered to be-

come globally competitive in 
the fast changing world”. 

“We have apprised ourselves 
of all conducted studies and 
unequivocally state that it is 
as safe as the non-GE mustard 
and this technology will help 
farmers and the country in im-
proving its edible oils econo-
my,” NAAS scientists say in the 
resolution.

Critics of GM technology 
have opposed commercial 
use of GM Mustard saying the 
technology will have adverse 
impact on people’s health and 
farmers’ livelihood. 

The NAAS said it is “deeply 
concerned about unscientific 
and ill-motivated attacks on 
the use of GM mustard hybrid 
for improving the edible oil 
economy in India”.

India meets 60 per cent of its 
demand for edible oils through 
imports.

The NAAS said scientists 
have toiled hard over the last 20 
years to develop promising bio-
tech mustard varieties and the 
DMH-11 hybrid was rigorously 
tested for bio-safety as per the 
guidelines and procedures.

It appealed to the govern-
ment to “proactively support 
the agriculture scientists to 
pursue frontier sciences and 
to take new developments in 
science and technology to the 
farmers”.

Mumbai, June 6 (IANS) Indian busi-
ness intelligence (BI) software revenue 
is forecast to reach $245 million in 2017 
-- a 24.4 per cent increase over $206 
million revenue last year -- market re-
search firm Gartner said on Tuesday.

This forecast includes revenue for BI 
platforms (comprising of traditional 
and modern BI platforms), data sci-
ence platforms, analytic applications 
and CPM Suites, Gartner analysts said 
during the “Gartner Data and Analytics 
Summit” here.

“The data and analytics market is 
undergoing a significant change. Adop-
tion of machine learning techniques 

for data management and analytics, 
the settling of hype around big data 
through more mature data storage and 
processing and analysis solutions are 
a few of the changes,” Ehtisham Zaidi, 
Principal Research Analyst at Gartner, 
said in a statement. 

“We are also seeing the rapid shift 
to the cloud and hybrid data manage-
ment through focused offerings and 
the emergence of modern BI platforms, 
smart data discovery and self-service 
data preparation solutions, which are 
all fueling the next round of invest-
ments,” Zaidi added.

Indian Chief Information Officers 

(CIOs), Chief Data Officers (CDOs) and 
other data and analytics leaders are ad-
vised to evolve traditional approaches 
to focus on business outcomes, go with 
the market trends, benefit from algo-
rithmic business, adopt new technolo-
gies and most importantly build trust.

“We are also seeing a huge focus on 
Internet of Things (IoT) data integra-
tion, data management and analytics 
by Indian companies, particularly in 
the consumer packaged goods (CPG) 
and manufacturing sector, who are de-
termined the lead the market through 
competitive differentiation in these key 
areas,” Zaidi noted.

Agri scientists bat for GM 
Mustard

India BI software revenue to hit 
$245mn in 2017: Gartner

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS) Bharti Airtel 
has got approval from the Competition 
Commission of India for its proposed 
merger with Telenor (India), the com-
pany said in a regulatory filing.

The company has already received 
approval of the Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI), BSE and National 
Stock Exchange of India Limited (NSE) 
for the proposed merger with Telenor 
(India).

Airtel had earlier announced (on Feb-
ruary 23, 2017) that it has entered into a 
definitive agreement with Telenor South 
Asia Investments. As part of the scheme, Airtel will acquire Telenor India’s run-

ning operations in seven circles - Andhra 
Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra, Gujarat, 
Uttar Pradesh (East), Uttar Pradesh 
(West) and Assam.

“These circles represent a high popula-
tion concentration and therefore offer a 
high potential for growth. The proposed 
acquisition will include transfer of all of 
Telenor India’s assets and customers, 
further augmenting Airtel’s overall cus-
tomer base and network,” the company 
said in a statement. “It will also enable 
Airtel to further bolster its strong spec-
trum foot-print in these seven circles, 
with the addition of 43.4 MHz spectrum 
in the 1,800 MHz band,” it added.

During the acquisition announcement 
the deal was estimated to be in the range 
of Rs 1,800 crore-Rs 2,000 crore by indus-
try sources.

Airtel-Telenor merger
 gets CCI nod

Coimbatore, June 6 (IANS) Two-
wheeler maker Honda Motorcycle and 
Scooter India Pvt Ltd is targeting 20 per 
cent growth to touch six million units 
this fiscal, said a company official. It 
also inaugurated its new zonal office in 
Coimbatore on Tuesday. “This year we 
are aiming 6 million units with 20 per 
cent growth over the large existing base. 

Undoubtedly, our aggressive plans for 
key states, including Tamil Nadu, will 
play an important role in contributing to 
this growth of Honda in India,” Minoru 
Kato, President and CEO, was quoted as 
saying in a statement.The firm said the 
opening of its new zonal office is a step 
towards regional consolidation. Coim-
batore is around 500 km from Chen-

nai. The company said it is the number 
one selling two-wheeler brand in Tamil 
Nadu. Kato said the Indian operations 
was the topmost contributor to Honda’s 
global two wheeler sales.

Honda Motorcycle targets 
20% growth in 2017-18

London, June 6 (IANS) Tata 
Consultancy Services (TCS) and 
electronics company Siemens 
on Tuesday announced a col-
laboration around Internet of 
Things (IoT) innovation that 
will enable customers to ben-
efit from data insights and ser-
vices based on “MindSphere,” a 
cloud-based, open IoT operat-
ing system from Siemens.

Customers in the manufac-
turing, energy, building tech-
nology, healthcare and railway 
industries will benefit from new 
applications that will enable 
them new digital and analyti-
cal services such as predictive 
maintenance and energy moni-
toring. 

“We have been collaborating 
with Siemens on technology in-
novation for several years and 

this latest development will 
enable our customers to make 
major strides in IoT innova-
tion,” Milind Lakkad, Execu-
tive Vice President and Global 
Head of Manufacturing at Tata 
Consultancy Services, said in a 
statement. 

“Our clients will not only ben-
efit from expertise in applica-
tion development and systems 
integration but also from first 
hand experience of the plat-
form development,” he added.

Initially, the programme will 
be focused in the manufactur-
ing sector where IoT has already 
gained significant traction due 
to the immense data volumes 
generated in the production 
process.

“Siemens, together with TCS, 
will help customers evaluate 
and utilise data to achieve new 
insights which could ultimately 
pave the way for completely 
new business models,” added 
Steve Bashada, Executive Vice 
President and General Manager 
of MindSphere at Siemens.

TCS will also support devel-
opments around “MindCon-
nect Nano”, a cloud gateway 
that can be used to connect 
production to cloud-based 
analysis of machine and pro-
duction data. 

Doha, June 6 (IANS) Kuwait has offered 
to mediate in the crisis between Qatar and 
its estranged Arab neighbours, a media re-
port said on Tuesday.

The Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Sabah al-
Ahmed al-Sabah, asked his Qatari coun-
terpart, Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, to ex-
ercise self-control and refrain from taking 
steps which could worsen the situation, 
the Kuwaiti news agency Kuna reported. 
Following the telephonic conversation, Al 
Thani decided to postpone the speech he 
had planned to give to the Qatari people 

following the diplomatic crisis, Efe news 
reported. 

This was to give the Kuwait Emir the 
time to make contacts with the parties of 
the conflict and try to contain the damage, 
a Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry statement said. 
Following the diplomatic crisis, Qatari 
Foreign Minister Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman Al Thani met his Omani counter-
part Yusuf bin Alawi bin Abdullah. Oman, 
which has not joined the diplomatic boy-
cott, has mediated in other times in re-
gional conflicts such as the war in Yemen.

Kuwait offers to mediate 
in Qatar crisis

Siemens, TCS tie-up for industrial 
IoT services

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS) 
Micromax Informatics on 
Tuesday announced data 
partnership with mobile au-
dience intelligence and ana-
lytics platforms firm Affle to 
deliver better audience intel-
ligence and blended native 
advertising solutions to its 
over 60 million users in India.

Affle would leverage its 
Data Management Platform 
(mTraction) and ad optimi-
sation platform (MAAS) to 
deliver data-driven content 
and ad experiences to Micro-
max users, the company said 
in a statement.

“We are excited to an-
nounce this partnership 

with Affle as it helps us max-
imise returns from a new 
and growing revenue stream 
while enhancing the expe-
rience for our users,” said 
Shubhodip Pal, CMCO, Mic-
romax. The partnership will 
help Micromax to deliver a 
much greater user experi-
ence backed by robust ana-
lytics and insights.

“We strongly believe that 
the next phase of digital ad-
vertising growth would be 
driven by making content 
and advertising more engag-
ing backed by robust audi-
ence analytics,” added Anuj 
Kumar, Co-founder and 
MD, Affle.

Micromax announces data 
partnership with Affle

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS) Rat-
ings agency ICRA on Tuesday said 
the capacity addition by domestic 
airlines is likely to keep their yields 
under pressure.

According to the ratings agency, 
the Indian aviation sector, at pres-
ent, has a sizeable order backlog of 

new aircraft, which is 1.78 times the 
current fleet size of the industry. 

ICRA said it expects 17-20 per cent 
growth in industry’s ASKMs (avail-
able seat kilometers) during FY2018 
backed by planned fleet addition of 
majority of the incumbents as well 
as new entrants, predominantly led 
by IndiGo. 

“With expected FY2018 capacity 
addition, the downward pressure 
on yields is expected to continue, 
while the costs are not expected to 
decline, keeping the cost per ASKM 
(CASK) high,” said Anand Kulkarni, 
Assistant Vice President and Associ-
ate Head - Corporate Sector Ratings, 
ICRA.

Capacity addition 
likely to keep 

airlines’ yields 
under pressure: 

ICRA

Colombo, June 6 (IANS) Sri Lan-
ka’s central bank on Tuesday in-
structed government banks to ac-
cept Qatari riyals after some banks 
at the country’s main international 
airport refused to do so.

The Central Bank of Sri Lanka 
categorically denied reports which 
stated that it had asked banks not to 
accept the Qatari currency, reports 
Xinhua.

Officials at the Katunayake Airport 
had said that most banks at the air-

port had refused to exchange Qatari 
riyals.

Meanwhile, Srilankan Airlines 
said it will continue to fly to Qatar.

The UAE, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain 
and Egypt cut diplomatic ties with 
Qatar on Monday, accusing the Gulf 
state of supporting and financing 
“terrorism” as well as interfering in 
their internal affairs.

Later on the day, Yemen, the Mal-
dives and Libya also decided to sever 
diplomatic relations with Qatar.

Sri Lankan banks told to accept 
Qatari currency

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS) Rising with 
the mercury, the power demand in Delhi 
crossed 6,500 MW on Tuesday, surpass-
ing Monday’s demand recorded as high-
est so far in the city. According to the 
data displayed on the website of Delhi 
Transco Limited (DTL), the power de-
mand peaked to 6,526 MW at 3:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday. The demand for electricity 
on Monday was highest ever recorded at 
6,361 MW, breaching last year’s high of 
6,261-MW in the same month. However, 

the government-owned DTL -- respon-
sible for maintaining the infrastructural 
apparatus needed for electricity supply 
-- remained unperturbed, saying it could 
withstand much more demand. “We have 
successfully catered to the increase in the 
demand. We have the competence to 
withstand demand up to 8,000 MW, with-
out any hassles... 

There hasn’t been any complaints of 
prolonged power cuts,” a DTL official 
told IANS.

Power demand crosses 6,500 MW 
in national capital

ArrayNew Delhi, June 6 (IANS) Tech 
giant Lenovo on Tuesday launched 
2017 range of ThinkPads, ThinkCen-
tres and Tiny-in-Ones (TIOs) that are 
powered by 7th Generation Intel Core 
i7 processors.

"With the new Intel processor cou-
pled with our legendary Think product 
attributes, this latest range is equipped 
to meet the critical and evolving busi-

ness requirements," Rahul Agarwal, 
Managing Director and CEO, Lenovo 
India, told reporters here. 

The new products include ThinkPad 
X1 Carbon, ThinkPad X1 Yoga, Think-
Pad X270, ThinkPad Yoga 370, Think-
Pad L470, ThinkPad T470, ThinkPad 
T470s, ThinkCentre M710 Tiny Desk-
top, ThinkCentre M710 Tower & Small 
Form Factor (SFF), ThinkCentre M910 

Tower, ThinkCentre Tiny-In-One 22 & 
24, ThinkVision X1, ThinkVision P27h 
and ThinkVision T24i. 

Weighing 1.1kg and priced at Rs 
1,23,000, ThinkPad X1 Carbon features 
14-inch IPS display, fingerprint sen-
sor with a dedicated chip for biometric 
processing and new face recognition 
Infrared camera. 

ThinkPad X1 Yoga sports OLED 
screen, a built-in rechargeable pen, 
full-inking capability and is priced at Rs 
1,45,500. 

Lenovo launches 2017 range of 
Intel-powered Think PCs
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New Delhi, June 6 (IANS) Railway 
Minister Suresh Prabhu on Tuesday 
said initiatives taken by the govern-
ment to increase revenue of the In-
dian Railways may push GDP by two 
percentage points.

Inaugurating FICCI’s Smart Rail-
way Conclave, Prabhu said in the 
last two-and-a-half years, initiatives 
have been taken to increase rev-
enue, especially non-fare revenue, 
augment capacity and operational 
efficiencies to lower costs in a pas-
senger and business friendly man-
ner in the Indian Railways.

The Minister said the Railways is 
working towards improving its fi-
nances and operational aspects in 
a transparent manner, besides pro-
viding a better travel experience so 
that it can make a contribution to 
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

Prabhu said soon after he as-
sumed office, the Railways brought 
out a white paper, which identified 
the challenges and helped in creat-
ing a strategic plan to address them.

Strenuous efforts are now be-
ing made to augment the speed 
of implementation of policies, re-
dressal of customers’ grievances 
in real-time and modernisation of 
processes and systems with the help 
of technology, he said.The Minis-
ter said the Railways is working to-
wards improving its finances and 
operational aspects in a transparent 
manner, besides providing a better 
travel experience so that it can make 
a contribution to the Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP).

He said while, through the years, 
demand for railway infrastructure 
and amenities has increased expo-
nentially, infrastructure had failed 
to keep pace.

Railways revenue can 
push GDP by 2%: Prabhu

Mumbai, June 6 (IANS) Profit-
booking after two consecutive ses-
sions of touching new highs, cou-
pled with negative global cues and 
caution on the onset of the Reserve 
Bank of India’s Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) two-day meet, 
pulled the Indian equity markets 
lower on Tuesday.

The key equity indices slipped 
from their fresh intra-day highs and 
closed in the red, as heavy selling 
pressure was witnessed in consumer 
durables, automobile and capital 
goods stocks.

The NSE Nifty crossed the 9,700 
mark for the first time to touch a 
new high of 9,709.30 points during 
intra-day trade. The BSE Sensex, too, 
touched a fresh intra-day high of 
31,430.32 points.

On a closing basis, however, the 
Nifty of the National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) fell by 37.95 points or 0.39 per 
cent to 9,637.15 points.

The 30-scrip Sensitive Index 
(Sensex) of the BSE, which opened at 
31,420.85 points, closed at 31,190.56 
points -- also down 118.93 points or 
0.38 per cent from its previous close 
at 31,309.49 points.

The BSE market breadth was bear-
ish -- with 1,816 declines and 889 

advances.
“Markets ended lower on Tues-

day after two sessions of gains. The 
losses came on the back of weak 
global cues,” Deepak Jasani, Head 
- Retail Research, HDFC Securities, 
told IANS.

“Investors also maintained cau-
tion ahead of the RBI monetary pol-
icy review outcome tomorrow, June 
7. Broad market indices like the BSE 
mid-cap and small-cap indices fell 
more and underperformed the main 
indices.”

The S&P BSE mid-cap index fell 
by 0.62 per cent and the small-cap 
index by 0.65 per cent.

Anand James, Chief Market Strat-
egist, Geojit Financial Services, said: 
“Strong monsoon onset and the RBI 
meet underpinned markets helping 
Nifty to 9,700, but weak Asian cues 
and rising tensions in the Middle 
East kept risk appetite under check.” 
“With GST deadline looming, focus 
is now on the executional issues, and 
the preparedness of firms to meet 
the roll-out deadline,” James added. 
On the currency front, the rupee 
weakened by seven paise to 64.43 
per US dollar from its previous close 
of 64.36.

In investments, provisional data 
with the exchanges showed that 

foreign institutional investors (FIIs) 
purchased stocks worth Rs 61.16 
crore, while domestic institutional 
investors (DIIs) divested scrips 
worth Rs 360.01 crore.

“One of the positive factors for the 
market was that the Indian Meteoro-
logical Department has upgraded its 
monsoon rain forecast to 98 per cent 
of long-term period average against 
96 per cent it forecast in April,” 
Dhruv Desai, Director and Chief 
Operating Officer of Tradebulls, told 
IANS.

“Tyre stocks gained momentum 
today as JK Tyre, Apollo Tyres, Ceat, 
MRF and Balkrishna Industries 
were up 1-4 per cent on correction 
in crude oil prices for the third con-

secutive session.”
Sector-wise, the S&P BSE consum-

er durables index plunged by 332.58 
points, the automobile index by 
262.95 points, and the capital goods 
index by 206.40 points.

On the other hand, the S&P IT in-
dex surged by 239.69 points and the 
TECK (technology, media and en-
tertainment) index was up by 94.45 
points.

Major Sensex gainers on Tuesday 
were: Tata Consultancy Services 
(TCS), up 3.63 per cent at Rs 2,695.40; 
Infosys, up 2 per cent at Rs 979.45; 
Wipro, up 0.91 per cent at Rs 560.65; 
Dr. Reddy’s Lab, up 0.61 per cent at 
Rs 2,550.35; and Adani Ports, up 0.26 
per cent at Rs 361.85.

Indian equities slip on profit booking, 
weak global cues

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS) Dell EMC, a 
leading provider of IT storage solutions, 
on Tuesday launched “Dell EMC Cloud” 
for Microsoft Azure Stack -- a hybrid 
cloud platform that offers simple and fast 
path for implementing and sustaining hy-
brid cloud.

The new platform will help organisa-
tions standardising on the Microsoft 
Azure ecosystem to accelerate their digi-
tal transformation with automated IT 

service delivery for traditional and cloud-
native applications. 

“Making hybrid cloud platforms simple 
and turnkey enables businesses to rapidly 
develop and deploy new applications, op-
timise resources, control costs and deliver 
the best possible customer experiences,” 
said Peter Cutts, Senior Vice President, 
Hybrid Cloud Platforms at Dell EMC, said 
in a statement.

The new offering complements turnkey 
platforms -- Dell EMC Enterprise Hybrid 
Cloud and Dell EMC Native Hybrid Cloud 
-- that integrate hardware, software and 
automation to simplify IT service delivery 
and reduce time to market for customers.

“Microsoft and Dell EMC are continu-
ing alliance by investing in Microsoft 
Azure Stack on Dell EMC infrastructure 
to meet rising customer expectations for 
solutions that deliver a top-quality public 
and on-premises cloud experience,” add-
ed Mike Neil, Corporate Vice President, 
Enterprise Cloud, Microsoft Corp.

Dell EMC unveils new Cloud 
platform for Microsoft Azure Stack

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS) In a bid to strength-
en big data analysis services in India as well 
as globally, Japanese technology firm NEC 
Corporation and NEC Technologies India Pri-
vate Limited (NTI) on Tuesday announced the 
launch of a “Centre of Excellence for Analyt-
ics Platform and Solutions” (COE-APS) in the 
country.

NEC aims to achieve revenue of over $100 
million within three years of the COE-APS’s es-
tablishment, being set-up with $10 million over 
the same period.

The centre will promote solutions and ser-
vices of NEC’s Big Data and Analytics Platform, 
titled “Data Platform for Hadoop (DPH)”. 

“The new Centre of Excellence is an impor-
tant step towards utilising big data analytics 
and NEC’s Data Platform for Hadoop to provide 

benefits for government bodies and enterprises 
in India and across the world,” said Tomoyasu 
Nishimura, Senior Vice President, NEC Corpo-
ration, in a statement. 

The COE-APS will simplify digital transfor-
mation for both customers and partners in the 
telecom, retail, banking, financial services, in-
surance and manufacturing sectors as well as 
government organisations. 

The centre will initially focus on markets that 
include Japan, India, Singapore, Philippines 
and Hong Kong and gradually expand services 
in other countries.

The COE-APS will leverage the computation-
al power and scalability of NEC’s specialised 
hardware for big data and analytics to flexibly 
handle the ever-increasing demand for storage 
and computation by Hadoop.

NEC launches $10mn centre for
 big data analytics in India15 held in Bengaluru, Rs 5.75 crore in 

scrapped notes seized
Bengaluru, June 6 (IANS) Fifteen per-

sons were arrested from Bengaluru on 
Tuesday and demonetised currency 
totalling Rs 5.75 crore was seized from 
them, police said on Tuesday.

This followed the search of a car 
parked in front of a hotel at Basavanagu-
di on a tip, Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice S.D. Sharanappa told reporters here.

The three persons were arrested on 
charges of trying to exchange scrapped 
currency totalling Rs 2.15 crore, he said. 

A car, a two-wheeler and two mobile 
phones were seized from Iqbal Moham-
mad, 40, S. Rajesh, 30, and Ravindra-
nath, 44, all from Bengaluru. 

Later, P. Sadashiva, 38, and E. Harsha, 
40, were arrested on the PES College 
Main Road along with old notes totalling 
Rs 1.12 crore. Two mobile phones were 
seized from them. 

Two persons were caught in Gan-
dhi Bazaar while trying to exchange Rs 
50 lakh in scrapped notes. A sport util-
ity vehicle and two mobile phones were 
seized from J. Suresh, 32, and R. Raghu-

nandan, 32. 
Four persons were held in Subraman-

yapura area with demonetised notes to-
talling Rs 98 lakh. They are C.H. Bharath, 
21, K. Srinivas, 50, both from Benga-
luru; S.R. Srinivasamurthy, 48, and M.R. 
Chandre Gowda, 31, from Chikballapur 
district.

Bengaluru residents V. Murali, 39, 
G. Balaji, 36, Shafiq Ahmed, 39, and M. 
Manjunath, 25, were arrested and Rs 
1 crore in scrapped notes were seized 
from them apart from a car. 

All the 15 have been booked under the 
Specified Bank Notes (Cessation of Li-
abilities) Act, 2017.

Similar seizures of scrapped notes and 
arrests were made in the city earlier too.

On March 23, two men were arrested 
with demonetised notes totalling Rs 1.28 
crore. On March 28, four men were ar-
rested with old notes totalling Rs 4.98 
crore.

Later, P. Sadashiva, 38, and E. Harsha, 
40, were arrested on the PES College 
Main Road along with old notes totalling 
Rs 1.12 crore. Two mobile phones were 
seized from them. 

Two persons were caught in Gan-
dhi Bazaar while trying to exchange Rs 
50 lakh in scrapped notes. A sport util-
ity vehicle and two mobile phones were 
seized from J. Suresh, 32, and R. Raghu-
nandan, 32. 

On April 2, 14 men were arrested with 
demonetised notes adding up to Rs 9.1 
crore. On April 15, former corporator 
V. Nagaraj’s residence and office were 
raided and demonetised notes totalling 
Rs 14.8 crore were seized.

On April 29, seven persons were ar-
rested with Rs 96.9 lakh in scrapped cur-
rency. And on June 5, five persons were 
held with Rs 2.50 crore in old notes.

New York, June 6 (IANS) Microsoft has 
launched a new app called ‘Face Swap’ 
that will let users stick their faces onto 
different scenes and different characters.
To use the app, you need to take a selfie 
and “Face Swap” will then isolate your 
face and let you start swapping from 
preset categories with pictures you can 
choose to swap out.

“Face Swap”, currently available on 
Google Play store (and soon to be on Ap-
ple iOS), uses Microsoft’s search engine 
Bing’s image search technology to put a 
user’s face on a different person such as 
a fashion model or an astronaut, CNET 
reported on Tuesday. 

To use the app, you need to take a 
selfie and “Face Swap” will then isolate 
your face and let you start swapping from 
preset categories with pictures you can 
choose to swap out. You can also use the 
search bar to browse the web for images 
to put your face on and can save or share 
the picture.

Microsoft releases 
‘Face Swap’ app

Hyderabad, June 6 (IANS) Leading mobile sales 
force automation (mSFA) company WINIT on Tues-
day launched its merchandising solution in India, 
specifically for FMCG and retail distribution compa-
nies. The launch follows an overwhelming response 
to the solution in the Middle East. It has helped in 
increasing retail sales up to 20 per cent, a company 
statement here said.

WINIT’s merchandising solution is designed to im-
prove the market work-discipline by usage of collabo-
ration, GPS-based location intelligence and real-time 
reporting features.

Merchandising solutions manage three major out-
put Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) of merchandis-
ing -- out-of-stock management, on-shelf availabil-
ity and share-of-shelf management and planogram 
compliance. “Our merchandising solution gives our 
customers strategic advantages with the power of 
mobility and retail analytics. It simplifies the category 
management, improves promotion effectiveness and 
helps better market and competition intelligence; all 
in real time,” said Prakash Sreewastav, CEO, WINIT.

“Such solutions with analytics can boost revenue 
growth up to 20 per cent and profit up to 5 per cent 
by better inventory management, out-of-stock re-
duction, and expiry and liquidation management,” 
he added. WINIT’s merchandising solution has been 
adopted by companies like Colgate Palmolive and 
Bajaj Corp in India and Hershey’s distributors in the 
Middle East.

WINIT launches 
merchandising solution 

in India
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New Delhi, June 6 (IANS) Chinese 
smartphone maker nubia on Tuesday 
launched its mid-range flagship Z17 
Mini with "true dual-lens" technology 
for Rs 19,999 in India.

The dual-lens combines multi-view 
and dynamic features to create an inter-
active 3D motion picture. 

The device, which will be available on 
Amazon starting June 12, comes with 
two 13MP cameras at rear and 16MP 
shooter at front. 

The device housing Sony cameras has 
a customised Sony full-light MONO sen-
sor and true colour RGB sensor along 
with proprietary "Neo-Vision 6" soft-
ware package, making the camera unit 
strong, multifunctional and dynamic. 

"With nubia Z17 Mini, we are raising 
the bar high for a mobile phone camera 
and are confident that users across the 
country will appreciate the device," said 
Eric Hu, Country Head, nubia India, in 
a statement.

The camera offers 16 different modes 
other than pro and normal modes, like 
Mono, 3D, Times shuttle modes, among 
others.

nubia launches Z17 mini for 
Rs 19,999 in India

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS) The Con-
federation of All India Traders (CAIT) 
on Tuesday said it has launched a busi-
ness solution, “BizGuru”, for seamless 
transition of traders to the Goods and 
Service Tax regime (GST). The platform 

was launched for non-corporate sector 
and allied verticals to embrace tech-
nological advancements positively im-
pacting business expansion and speed-
ing up operational control, the CAIT 
said.

“BizGuru” is powered by Acer’s PC 
products and pre-installed Tally ERP 9, 
by accounting software company Tally 
Solutions, the CAIT statement said.

CAIT launches GST 
platform for traders
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FRENCH OPEN (TENNIS)

Bopanna-Dabrowski 
beat Sania-Dodig to 

enter semis

PARIS  JUNE 6  (IANS) : Rohan Bopanna 
and his Canadian partner Gabriela 
Dabrowski stormed into the semi-finals 
of the mixed doubles event of the French 
Open with a straight-set upset win over 
the duo of Sania Mirza and Ivan Dodig of 
Croatia here on Monday.

Bopanna is the only Indian left in the 
fray in the Grand Slam tournament. He is 
though already out of the men’s doubles 
event. With Monday’s loss, Sania’s 
campaign ended in the tournament.

PARIS   JUNE 6  (IANS) : Japan’s Kei 
Nishikori set up a French Open quarter-
final duel against world number one 
Andy Murray on Monday after downing 
Fernando Verdasco in the fourth round.

Eighth-seeded Nishikori booked a 
seventh Grand Slam quarter-final spot -- 
the best ever by a Japanese man -- with 
a 0-6, 6-4, 6-4, 6-0 win over 33-year-old 
Verdasco of Spain. Nishikori also made the 
last eight in Paris in 2015 when he fell to 
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga in five sets.

I would make a good partnership with Virat Kohli but 
BCCI cannot afford me as India’s coach: Shane Warne
NEW DELHI    JUNE 6  (IANS) :   Ever 

since the Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) invited applications for the 
position of Indian coach, several cricketers 
have thrown their hats into the race.

While it is nothing less than a dream for 
the veterans of the game to bag the top job, 
legendary Australian leg-spinner Shane 
Warne too has expressed his desire to coach 
the Indian team. Warne said that while he 
will make a good partnership with Indian 
skipper Virat Kohli, it cannot materialise 
since the BCCI cannot afford him.

“I am very expensive, I don’t think they 
can afford me. Virat Kohli and me can have 
a good partnership, but as I said, I am very, 
very expensive,” he remarked yesterday.” 
Warne’s comments came days after BCCI’s 
date for sending applications came to an end, on May 31. Warne, who turned commentator after retiring from all forms 

of cricket, played the role of mentor while 
playing for now-suspended Indian Premier 
League (IPL) side Rajasthan Royals in 2008, 
2009, 2010 and 2011 editions. 

Virender Sehwag, Tom Moody, 
Richard Pybus, Lalchand Rajput, Craig 
McDermott, Dodda Gonash and current 
Team Indian head coach Anil Kumble are 
some of the contenders in race to become 
India’s next coach.

Kumble’s contract will come to an end 
after ICC Champions Trophy 2017. While 
his contract was likely to be extended till 
the 2019 World Cup, the Indian board 
took everybody by surprise by inviting 
fresh applications. As per several reports, 
senior members of Indian team, including 
skipper Kohli, are said to be unhappy with 
Kumble’s style of coaching.

Kei Nishikori sets 
up Murray clash

Three Nations Invitational: India lose 0-2 to Germany

DUSSELDORF  JUNE 6  (IANS) :  Hosts 
Germany overpowered the Indian men’s 

hockey team 2-0 in an action-packed 
encounter to end its campaign at the 

Three Nations Invitational tournament on 
a winning note here on Tuesday. Germany 
had previously won 2-1 against Belgium, 
drew 2-2 with India and lost 2-5 to Belgium 
in their opening match. 

They finished with seven points while 
India earned four points from their 
outings.

Though India began well and won a PC 
as early as the second minute of the match, 
the German defence was too good to break 
for young dragflicker Harmanpreet Singh 
who had scored a double in India’s 3-2 win 
against Belgium on Monday.

The following minutes of the first quarter 
saw Germany, the bronze medallists at 
Rio Olympics, showcase an improvised 
execution of attack and ball possession to 
take early control of the match.

They came up with different variations 
to make space in the striking circle and 
found success with Thies Ole Prinz 
perfectly deflecting the ball into the post 
in the seventh minute to take Germany’s 
score to 1-0. Though they earned a PC 

seconds before the first hooter, Germany 
couldn’t convert the shot as India keeper 
Akash Chikte came up with a good save.

India played the second quarter 
patiently, rotating the ball between 
themselves and waiting for an opening in 
the German defence.

After several circle penetrations, India 
bagged their second PC of the game in the 
29th minute. The opportunity went amiss 
though and the first half ended with a 1-0 
advantage to Germany.

After a goalless third quarter, India 
continued to stand up to the German 
challenge, getting closer each time to finding 
a breakthrough. An opportunity came by 
with a little over three minutes left for the 
final hooter when India won another PC but 
Harmanpreet Singh’s fiercely struck flick 
was defended by the German goalkeeper.

India pulled out their goalkeeper to 
play with an extra attacker but could 
not materialise. Germany, meanwhile, 
succeeded in pumping their second goal in 
the 60th minute, thanks to Timm Herzbruch.

French Open: Nadal, Djokovic close in on 
semi-final blockbuster

PARIS   JUNE 6  (IANS) :  Nine-time 
champion Rafael Nadal and defending 
champion Novak Djokovic will set up a 
French Open semi-final blockbuster if 
they get through their last-eight clashes 
on Tuesday.

-- Novak Djokovic hopes his fledgling 
partnership Andre Agassi can inspire the 
Serb back to his very best. Agassi has left 
Paris already, but the defending champion 
is firmly in the hunt for a 13th Grand Slam 
title. Aside from a third-round wobble 
against Diego Schwartzman, it’s largely 
been plain sailing for Djokovic to this stage.

 Dominic Thiem remains the only player 
to beat Rafael Nadal on clay this season, 
but the Austrian’s shock win at the Rome 
Masters was swiftly followed by a 6-1, 6-0 
humiliation against Djokovic.

 The 30-year-old has dropped just one set 
in five meetings with Thiem and brushed 
aside the Austrian with ease in last year’s 

Roland Garros semi-finals. Thiem has 
motored through the first four rounds to 
reach just his second Grand Slam quarter-
final, but the challenge is about to get much 
tougher for one of the game’s rising stars.

Head-to-head: Djokovic leads 5-0
Thiem says: “I have to change something 

compared to the last matches. I will talk to 
my coach, to my team. Then maybe change 
something up and hope that I play a good 
match on Tuesday.”

Djokovic says: “Obviously never losing to 
a player always helps mentally a little bit, but 
I don’t think it’s gonna play too big of a role, 
actually. I think he really will step it up and 

try to do something special.”Rafael Nadal 
has dropped just 20 games in four rounds at 
Roland Garros as he inches smoothly towards 
a 10th title.  The 31-year-old Spaniard faces 
compatriot and close friend Pablo Carreno 
Busta, the 20th seed, who has never made it 
this far at a Slam in his career. 

Nadal is in a record-equalling 11th 
quarter-final at Roland Garros and 31st at 
all the majors. Carreno Busta downed fifth 
seed Milos Raonic on a seventh match 
point in the last-16. Nadal has won all 
three meetings with 25-year-old Carreno 
Busta, two of which came on clay in Rio in 
2015 and 2016.

Head-to-head: Nadal leads 3-0
Nadal says: “For me, the only thing is I am 

in the quarter-finals, and I am healthy and I 
am playing well. The rest doesn’t matter.”

“If you want to play well, you have to let 
players breathe a little. We’re not machines 
that cannot think. That’s my viewpoint.” 

Germany had previously won 2-1 against Belgium, drew 2-2 
with India and lost 2-5 to Belgium in their opening match. 
They finished with seven points while India earned four 

points from their outings.

The defending champion jokovic 

is firmly in the hunt for a 13th 

Grand Slam title. Nadal is in a 

record-equalling 11th quarter-

final at Roland Garros and 31st 

at all the majors. Dominic Thiem 

remains the only player to beat 

Rafael Nadal on clay this season

After heavy defeat, Pakistan grapples with issues of 'fear'
Pakistan is the lowest ranked team in this Champions Trophy. A series of basic errors against India reduced chances Pakistan had of putting up a semblance 

of a  fight. Pakistan now finds itself with the unenviable task of having to unearth cricketers with individuality and sparkle.

LONDON  JUNE 6  (IANS) : It was 
Mickey Arthur against the world on Sunday, 
moments after India's dominating 124-
run win at Edgbaston. The Pakistan coach, 
known as a hard task-master who doesn't 
suffer fools gladly, got angrier and angrier 
as questions piled up about the team's 
remarkable lack of fighting spirit.

A series of basic errors reduced whatever 
chances the team had of putting up a 
semblance of a fight. As it stands, Pakistan, 
the lowest ranked team in this Champions 
Trophy, now finds itself with the unenviable 
task of having to unearth cricketers with 
individuality and sparkle, the kind that 
would be present at every street corner in 
the 1970s and 1980s.

 The kind that were not good at being 
afraid against the odds. The kind that once 
gave India nightmares. Somewhere along 
the way, Pakistan cricket lost its very identity 
even as expectations remained sky-high: a 

point Arthur tried to make repeatedly, first 
with emphasis and then vehemence.

Asked how long it would take Pakistan 
to start winning against quality opposition 
again, Arthur retorted, "How long is a piece 
of string? It's a total insult to say we're 
playing even worse than last year (when he 
took over as coach). We've won two series in 
the past year, and got ourselves from No. 9 
to No. 8. Our brand of cricket has changed. 
To ask me that question is an insult to how 
hard these boys have trained. This defeat 
will not take Pakistan backward, maybe it 
could take it forward."

He continued: “My issue is fear. My issue 
is getting out there and really looking to take 
the game on, just believing in themselves. 
We didn’t set the tone. The only thing I 
can think of is that the magnitude of the 
occasion got to them. I don’t know why they 
were cramping. Maybe I need to take it up 
with the medical team. The worrying thing 

is that we just do the basics wrong. We do 
the simple things wrong. We drop simple 
catches. We don’t run well enough between 
the wickets. We don’t hit the ‘keeper with 
our throws and we don’t know when to bowl 
our variations.”

After the game, TOI asked Azhar Ali, 
who relinquished the ODI captaincy at the 
beginning of the year, if what the coach said 
about “the magnitude of the occasion” was 
true. “Yes, he is unfortunately right,” said Ali 
softly. “Maybe we were a bit nervous. I don’t 
know why. This is a young, inexperienced 
team. We will improve, hopefully.”

Sadly, Arthur had to fend off accusations 
of favouritism after he picked Wahab Riaz, 
who gave away 87 runs from 8.4 overs, over 
the left-handed pacer Junaid Khan. “I’ll take 
the blame, I selected him,” he finally said.

On the way out of the stadium to the 
team bus, the cricketers were mobbed by 
Birmingham locals. 

If the Pakistani players were expecting bad 
vibes, they didn’t get any: names of players 
who were recognized easily were chanted 
at fever pitch. Unfortunately, none of them 
had the heart to look up and acknowledge 
the cheers.
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Going for an all black look, 
Salman Khan stunned us with 
his minimal athleisure style.

It absolutely goes without 
saying that no one in tinsel 
town does casual and laidback 
like Salman Khan. Oozing a 
dapper demeanor in each of 
his appearances, his casual 
looks have us hooked. Keep-
ing a close eye on his stylish 
shenanigans, we as fashion 
lovers spotted a raging inter-
national trend pulled off ef-
fortlessly in a signature swag 
by the Bhai of Bollywood. Ath-
leisure is raging trend that’s 
gripped B-town, making their 
stylish transition from the 
runway to the celeb ward-
robes. Cashing on the World 
Environment Day, Salman 
Khan and his team launched 
Being Human e-bicycles in 
Mumbai which are battery-
powered bicycles and an ex-
tension of Salman Khan’s 
love for cycling. Athleisure is 
raging trend that’s gripped 
B-town, making their stylish 
transition from the runway to 
the celeb wardrobes. Cashing 
on the World Environment 

Day, Salman Khan and his 
team launched Being Human 
e-bicycles in Mumbai which 
are battery-powered bicycles 
and an extension of Salman 
Khan’s love for cycling. Going 
for an all black look, Salman 
Khan stunned us with his 
minimal athleisure style and 
here’s how he did it. Going 
for an all black look, Salman 
Khan stunned us with his 
minimal athleisure style and 
here’s how he did it. Dishing 
a simple look of black frayed 
muscle tee teamed with track 
pants with an overlay of work-
out shorts, from Being Hu-
man, Salman rounded up the 
look with white trainers. Min-
imal yet stylish with an ample 
dash of style, we quite like 
Salman’s quirky take on the 
raging international trend of 
layering that involves sport-
ing shorts over track pants- a 
trend international pop sen-
sation Justin Bieber is quite 
known for. With a style sense 
that resonates strongly with 
his personality, we quite like 
Salman Khan’s laid back take 
on athleisure.

Sushant Singh Rajput‘s 
love life is something that 
everyone has been dis-
cussing since the last year. 
The actor was very open 
about his relationship with 
Ankita Lokhande and like 
their affair their breakup 
too was public. The couple 
initially did speak to a few 
media, however as mat-
ters got out of hand the 
duo went into a shell. Su-
shant however defended 
himself and Ankita from 
the many rumours that 

were doing rounds then 
and took to his Twitter, 
where he wrote, “Neither 
she was an alcoholic nor I 
am a womaniser . People 
do Grow apart & its unfor-
tunate . Period!!” After this 
both Sushant and Ankita 
stayed away from making 
any comment about their 
relationship that was over. 
We quizzed the actor on 
his much public split and 
if he’d learned any lessons 
from this episode? Well, 
according to Sushant, he 

had nothing to learn from 
his public break up with 
Ankita. In an exclusive in-
terview with Bollywood-
Life, the actor explained, 
“There is nothing to learn, 
absolutely nothing to 
learn. It is not that I have 
decided that if and when 
I get into a relationship, I 
will not discuss it with ev-
erybody, so that when the 
break up happens, it is not 
a public break up, but a 
private break up. See there 
is nothing to learn. One 
thing is for sure, I am do-
ing something that I really 
like to do and having said 
that, I don’t have time to 
think what people think 
of me. And also, I don’t 
have an obsession for my 
future. So I don’t have to 
protect or earn a certain 
reputation. If you ask me 
a question in a nice way, 
I would answer you that 
question honestly. That’s 
about it. There is nothing 
to mince and not say or 
protect.” 

Say hello to Salman Khan and his snazzy take 
on athleisure layering for Being Human

Sushant Singh Rajput opens up about his 
public break-up with Ankita Lokhande, says 

he has nothing to learn from it

Kriti Sanon’s innate sense 
of style is quite sought after as 
the sartorial stunner dishes out 
styles that are varied and dis-
tinct every time she steps out. In 
tandem with her stylist Sukriti 

Grover of The Style Cell,  Kriti 
Sanon dons clothes that not only 
make us wonder about her in-
nate ability to blend chic with 
comfort. Whether it is high street 
style or cool airport look, Kriti 

has jumped aboard the promo-
tional bandwagon of Raabta in 
which she shares screen space 
with Sushant Singh Rajput. We 
were quite convinced that Kriti 
Sanon’s go-to stylist, Sukriti Gro-
ver has understood the actor’s 
thriving style vibe and accord-
ingly lends her chic looks that 
strike an instant chord with the 
fashion-conscious masses. But 
her recent look has left us with 
mixed reactions and here’s what 
we are talking about. Wearing a 
buckled shoulder denim bust-
ier and bolt skirt with a striped 
leather panel from the label, 
Kanika Goyal’s Pree-Fall 2017 
collection, Kriti Sanon stepped 
into a pair of black heels and 
rounded up her look with dark 
eyes and pink lips, sporting open 
tresses. A color blocking trend 
gone wrong – Kriti Sanon’s latest 
promotional look was a tad dis-
appointing sparking off memes 
like she stepped out straight 
from a comic book or close re-
semblance to a bubble gum 
wrapper!  As BL fashion cops, we 
have arrested the beauty for this 
serious fashion faux pas. Known 
for a sartorial sense of style, Kriti 
Sanon’s colorful take on the pro-
motional style for Raabta scores 
a meager 2.5.

With promotional stylefiles 
of tinsel town celebs assuming 
importance with growing aware-
ness on fashion, we hope Kriti 
Sanon ups her style game.\

Shahid Kapoor turns
 personal trainer for wife Mira Rajput

Have you spotted Sha-
hid Kapoor and Mira Ra-
jput chilling at the gym a 
lot off late? In between his 
shoot and airport outings 
Shahid is being a doting 
dad and a loving hubby, 
but that’s not all. We have 
learned that the actor is in 
fact taking special care of 
wifey Mira. The actor has 
turned a trainer for his 
missus. A source close to 
the couple revealed that 
Shahid is in fact the driv-
ing force behind Mira’s 
recent outings to the gym. 
“Shahid is a fitness freak 
and he inspires Mira to 
workout. Mira had gained 
a little extra weight after 
she delivered baby Misha. 
And while she has enjoyed 
playing a mother, Shahid 
does not want her to ig-
nore her own well being.” 
Looks like with Shahid 
by her side Mira doesn’t 
really need a expert for 
help. Like Mira we’ve of-
ten spotted Kareena Ka-
poor Khan and her gang of 
girls – Amrita Arora Ladak 
and Malaika Arora often 
working it out at a fitness 
centre in Bandra. Kareena 
has been on a weight loss 
spree, the actress has of-
ten been spotted enjoy-
ing workout sessions and 

spa outings with her bes-
ties. In fact, Shahid-Mira 
and Kareena share their 
gym. Looks like these two 
ladies are setting an ex-
ample for all young mom-
mies on how to take care 
of oneself while playing 

out other roles of life. Mira 
had stirred a controversy 
when she spoke of moth-
erhood and said, “I love 
being at home, I love be-
ing a mother to my child, 
I wouldn’t want to spend 
one hour a day with my 

child and rush off to work, 
why did I have her? She is 
not a puppy; I want to be 
there for her as a mother.” 
Obviously all hell broke 
loose and many felt that 
Sasha’s wife was taking a 
dig at Kareena who lived 
all through her pregnancy 
in the limelight and was 
chilling out even after 
delivering baby Taimur. 
When Bebo asked about 
this statement in a Bom-
bay Times interview she 
said, “What kind of a 
mother I am is something 
that will unfold with time. I 
will not scream from roof-
tops about experiencing 
motherhood or how much 
I love Taimur. There’s al-
ways the pressure of being 
judged, no matter what 
you do. It’s about how you 
deal with it.”

We hear Mira was pret-
ty upset with Kareena‘s 
statements even though 
the Veere Di Wedding ac-
tress did not once men-
tion her name in the entire 
rant about motherhood. 
Guess the ladies can let go 
off the past and have some 
healthy discussions about 
fitness, what say?

For more Bollywood 
news, updates and inside 
goss come back right here!
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Kriti Sanon ARRESTED for fashion faux pas 
during Raabta promotions!

Katrina Kaif is an amazing 
dancer. There is no two ways 
about it. Whenever she has 
moved to the beats of a song, 
it has turned into a rage. There 
is seriously no match to her on 
the dance floor. We couldn’t 
take our eyes off her when she 
danced to Kala Chashma or 
Chikni Chameli or even Sheila 
Ki Jawaani for that matter. The 
latter even set the trend of such 
sexy dance numbers in films. 
And the fact that she is un-
matched seemed to have be-
come a bit of an issue with Ka-
trina on the sets of Jagga Jasoos. 
Yes, it definitely has everything 
to do with Ranbir Kapoor. This 
making video of the song ‘Ullu 
ka pattha’ has the actress ex-
plaining what all she had to do 
to let Ranbir ‘shine’. (Also read: 
Jagga Jasoos song Ullu Ka Pat-
tha song: Katrina Kaif-Ranbir 

Kapoor’s quirky moves and 
chemistry will get you groov-
ing)

Katrina said, “When you are 
dancing with novices, the key 
is you have to try and slow it 
down and support them. So I 
am slowing it down as much 
as I can so that Jagga can keep 
up with me”. There are scenes 
where Ranbir is trying his best 
with the moves while Katrina is 
effortless. At one point, she is 
even seen helping him out with 
his steps. Katrina further add-
ed, “Sometimes I just overshine 
the shot so much that, Dada 
(Anurag Basu) will be like Ka-
trina, thoda down, thoda down. 
Sometimes you just keep your-
self under control to allow the 
other person to shine. Some-
times you got to just sacrifice so 
that the other person can come 
out stronger and get their confi-

dence back. I am generous that 
way. I was kind of accidentally 
making mistakes.” Check out 
the video right here… It is really 

sweet of her to let Ranbir catch 
up with her on the sets when 
came to dance. We wonder 
what Ranbir has to say about it.

Katrina Kaif makes a sacrifice to let 
Ranbir Kapoor shine in Jagga Jasoos?

Actress Aditi Rao Hydari escaped 

unhurt when fire broke out on the 
set of Sanjay Dutt‘s comeback film, 
“Bhoomi“. Aditi was shooting a wed-
ding song when the blaze erupted. The 
incident happened late on Thursday 
evening in Mumbai’s RK studio and the 
shooting had to be stopped for three 
to four hours after which they called it 
a day.  The crew of ‘Bhoomi’ especially 
Producers Bhushan Kumar, Sandeep 
Singh and Director Omung Kumar 
wanted to make sure all precautions 
are in place which is why the shoot was 
delayed for an hour and then because 
of this accident the shooting had to be 
cancelled for the day. 

Aditi told India Today, “We were 
shooting for the song with Ganesh 
(Acharya) master when a short circuit 
caused a fire. There were about 300 
people on set, including the dancers, 
cast and crew. 

Aditi Rao Hydari escapes a near fatal fire
 accident on the sets of Bhoomi


