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UN Jerusalem vote: Trump 
threatens countries with 

aid withdrawal

BJP leaders in Shimla to 
take call on next 

Himachal CM

Manila, Dec 21 (IANS) A ferry with 251 peo-
ple on board capsized on Thursday off the east 
coast of the Philippines, the Coast Guard said 
on Thursday.

The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) did not 
provide details on the number of people who 
have been rescued or were still missing, reports 
Efe news. A PCG spokesman said a search op-
eration was on.

“Three rescue boats are on the way to the ac-
cident site, some eight to nine miles from the 
shoreline,” he added.

He said the ferry left a port in Real town, Que-
zon, and was on the way to Polilio, an island 
in the northeastern region which is separated 
from Luzon island by the Polilio Strait, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

Authorities are looking into the cause of the 
accident. 

Jammu, Dec 21 (IANS) Jammu and Kash-
mir Minister for Hajj and Auqaf Syed Fa-
rooq Andrabi resigned on Thursday, official 
sources said.

The sources said the resignation sent to Chief 
Minister Mehbooba Mufti had been forwarded 
for acceptance to Governor N.N. Vohra.

The sources said Andrabi’s resignation 
was a prelude to the inclusion of Mehbooba 
Mufti’s brother Sayeed Tasaduq Mufti into 
the Cabinet.

Married to Mehbooba Mufti’s aunt, Andrabi 
represents Dooru seat in south Kashmir’s An-
antnag district in the assembly.

In the 2014 elections, as Peoples Democratic 
Party candidate, Andrabi defeated Congress 
state unit chief Ghulam Ahmad Mir.

Tasaduq Mufti’s name has been forwarded 
by the government for nomination to the up-
per house of the bicameral legislature.

Ferry with 251 people capsizes 
off Philippines

J&K Minister Andrabi resigns
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Briefs

Aishwarya Rai Bachchan’s recent outing proves 
that even she can commit a fashion blunder

Tendulkar fails to make maiden 
speech amid uproar, government 

In Gujarat election, Gehlot 
emerges the winner 

R.K. Nagar by-poll sees over 60% voting 

Raja, DMK MP Kanimozhi 
acquitted in 2G case 

Stalin hails 2G case 
verdict, DMK celebrates 

New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS) Crick-
et maestro Sachin Tendulkar on 
Thursday could not make his maid-
en speech in the Rajya Sabha amid 
uproar by Congress members over 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s re-
marks against his predecessor Man-
mohan Singh, leading to Chairman 
M. Venkaiah Naidu blasting the 
opposition before adjourning the 
House for the day.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister 
Ananth Kumar also slammed the 
Congress for obstructing Ten-
dulkar’s speech. Soon after the 
House met at 2 p.m., Tendulkar 
rose to speak on the right to play 
and future of sports in India as 
part of a short duration discus-
sion. But he could not speak 
amid noisy protests by the Con-
gress members.

Naidu urged the Congress mem-
bers to allow Tendulkar to speak as 
he was to give his maiden speech in 
the Upper House.

“An honourable member, who 
has been awarded Bharat Ratna, 
wants to speak on an important is-
sue like sports. Let him speak. All fo-
cus should be on Sachinji,” he said. 

Actress Jaya Bachchan, a Samajwa-
di Party MP, whispered something 
to Tendulkar. She later told report-
ers that she told Tendulkar to sit 
down until the protests subside.

But the Congress members con-
tinued with their sloganeering.

“This does not suit you... nothing 
is going to happen... You don’t have 
sportsman spirit,” Naidu said.

Later, a Congress MP who did not 
wish to be named said there was no 
reason for them to stop their pro-
tests over the aspersions cast on the 
integrity of a former Prime Minister 
for a member who seldom comes to 
the House. Hitting out at the Con-
gress, Ananth Kumar said that while 
it was taking part in a debate on 
supplementary demands for grants 
in the Lok Sabha, in the Rajya Sab-
ha, they obstructed Tendulkar from 
speaking. “The Congress has lost 
not only direction but also its plot.

“In the Lok Sabha after four 
days of protest, they are partici-
pating in the debate on supple-
mentary demands for grant, while 
in the Rajya Sabha they stopped 
pride of India, Bharat Ratna Sa-
chin Tendulkar,” he said.

ArrayChennai, Dec 21 (IANS) 
Ballotting for the Radhakrishnan 
Nagar (R.K. Nagar) Assembly by-
poll on Thursday saw over 60 per 
cent voting, Election Commission 
officials said, The major contend-
ers are AIADMK’s E. Madhu-
sudhanan, DMK’s N. Marudhu 
Ganesh, T.T.V. Dinakaran -- con-
testing as an Independent -- and 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s K. Naga-
rajan. Election, which ended at 5 

p.m., saw brisk ballotting. The by-
poll was necessitated following 
the death of AIADMK leader and 
Chief Minister Jayalalithaa on De-
cember 5, 2016, who represented 
the seat.

There were reports of malfunc-
tioning of an electronic voting 
machine (EVM) at one polling 
booth, the officials said.

Over two lakh voters are eligible 
to decide the fate of 59 candidates 

in one of the smallest constituen-
cies in Tamil Nadu.

The counting of votes will take 
place on December 24. Elabo-
rate security arrangements were 
made with around 15 companies 
of para-military forces and over 
2,500 security personnel and sev-
eral closed circuit television cam-
eras, flying squads and static sur-
veillance teams being deployed.

...............more on page 4

Jaipur, Dec 21 (IANS) With 
the Congress party’s good 
showing in Gujarat, Ashok 
Gehlot, the former Rajasthan 
Chief Minister and AICC Gen-
eral Secretary who was in-
charge of the state, has proved 
his political acumen and in-
creased his standing in the 
party by running a strategy that 
made the assembly election a 
closely-fought battle.

Political observers credit 
Gehlot for the tough fight the 
Congress gave the BJP in Gu-

jarat. “It has put Gehlot in the 
league of senior political strat-
egists and national leaders of 
the Congress,” Prakash Bhan-
dari, a veteran journalist and 
keen political observer, told 
IANS. Gehlot took hundreds of 
his close aides and supporters 
to Gujarat and gave them the 
responsibility to campaign in 
the state.

“When Gehlot was given 
charge, the Congress was fac-
ing a difficult period in Gujarat. 
The party workers were demor-

alised and the party had a weak 
organisation, and above all it 
was fighting against the ruling 
BJP in Modi-Shah’s strong-
hold. But Gehlot managed to 
overcome all the challenges 
with his experience and skills 
and fought the battle quite suc-
cessfully. This clearly shows his 
political skills,” Bhandari said.

Echoing similar views, Ma-
hesh Sharma, a political ob-
server, said that Gehlot who 
was living in obscurity after a 
major defeat by the BJP in the 
2013 Rajasthan Assembly elec-
tions has suddenly emerged as 
one of strategists the Congress 
can look up to. 

ArrayNew Delhi, Dec 21 
(IANS) A special court on 
Thursday acquitted all the ac-
cused in the alleged 2G scam, 
giving a major relief to former 
Telecom Minister A. Raja and 
DMK MP Kanimozhi who 
were jailed on charges of tak-
ing kickbacks to issue the tele-
com spectrum and licences in 
2008 at throwaway prices.

Special Judge O.P. Saini 
said the CBI and the Enforce-
ment Directorate had failed 
to provide sufficient evidence 
to prove the charges against 
33 persons named in the case 
that contributed to the Con-
gress-led UPA’ electoral loss 
in 2014.

Judge Saini pulled up the 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion because it had “miserably 
failed” to prove any charge 
against any accused in its “well 
choreographed” chargesheet. 
“”Many facts recorded in the 
chargesheet are factually in-

correct, like the Finance Sec-
retary strongly recommending 
revision of entry fee, deletion 
of clause of draft Letter of In-
tent (LoI) by Raja, recommen-
dation of TRAI for entry fees...

“I have absolutely no hesi-
tation in holding that pros-
ecution has miserably failed 
to prove any charge against 
any of the accused, made in 
its all well choreographed 
chargesheet. All the accused 
are acquitted,” the judge said.

The so-called scam came to 
light after the Comptroller and 
Auditor General in its report 

in 2010 claimed that the Tele-
com Ministry had caused a 
loss of Rs 1.76 lakh crore to the 
national exchequer by allocat-
ing 2G spectrum and licences 
to some companies at throw-
away prices.

The Time magazine ranked 
it as the world’s second-big-
gest abuse of executive power 
after the infamous Watergate 
scandal in the US. The BJP 
raked the alleged coalition 
vociferously in Parliament, 
accusing then Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh of choosing 
to stay silent.

ArrayChennai, Dec 21 
(IANS) DMK leader M.K. 
Stalin on Thursday wel-
comed as “historic” the 
court ruling in Delhi in 
the 2G spectrum case ac-
quitting all the accused, 
which included promi-
nent party leaders A. 
Raja and Kanimozhi.

As balloting was on in 
the R.K. Nagar Assem-
bly constituency here, 
a beaming Stalin told 
reporters: “A historic 
judgement has been giv-
en... The case was filed 

in 2009. (It) was filed to 
defame and obliterate a 
political party.”

The accused included 
former Telecom Minis-
ter Raja and Rajya Sabha 
member Kanimozhi, the 
daughter of party Presi-
dent M. Karunanidhi.

Hundreds of DMK ac-
tivists trooped to the par-
ty headquarters here and 
celebrated the verdict. 
They burst firecrackers 
and distributed sweets. 
Special Judge O.P. Saini 
acquitted all the accused 

in both the cases filed by 
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) and the 
Enforcement Director-
ate (ED).

The alleged scam on 
the issue of licenses and 
allocation of 2G spec-
trum by the Department 
of Telecom occurred 
during the Congress-led 
UPA government’s first 
tenure in 2008 but was 
widely reported in 2010 
following a report by the 
Comptroller and Auditor 
General of India (CAG).

Others in the DMK, in-
cluding P. Siva, as well as 
Congress leaders too ex-
pressed happiness over 
the verdict.

Puducherry Chief 
Minister and Congress 
leader V. Narayanasamy 
said the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) gained po-
litical mileage due to its 
false campaign against 
Congress and DMK.

Tamil Nadu Congress 
leader S. Thirunavuk-
karasar called it a victory 
of truth. He said the BJP 
came to power at the 
centre with its false cam-
paign on the so-called 
scam.

...............more on page 4

New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS) The 
Congress and the DMK on Thursday 
claimed vindication after a special 
court acquitted all the accused in the 
alleged 2G scam while the BJP insisted 
that the 2G spectrum allotment was 
“arbitrary, faulty and corrupt” and that 
the next course of action would be de-
cided by the investigating agencies.

In his first comments after being ac-
quitted in the 2G case, former Telecom 
Minister A. Raja said he stood vindicat-
ed as accusations that he took Rs 200 
crore bribe to allocate lucrative radio 
wave spectrum in 2008 were false.

“I have felt somewhat vindicated 
all along even prior to this judgment 
because the beneficial results of my 
actions are evident and being enjoyed 
by the nation’s public, especially the 
poor,” Raja said in a statement.

Raja, who was jailed for 15 months 
for his alleged wrongdoing, alleged 
that “vested interests manipulated 
public perception by leveraging the 

media and sensationalising fabricated 
allegations” against him. DMK MP 
Kanimozhi said it was a big day for her 
party as “justice has prevailed”. “It was 
a harrowing experience to be accused 
of something which you haven’t done 
and being accused of a corruption that 
you have never been a part of,” a beam-
ing Kanimozhi said after the verdict was 
announced.

BJP leader and Communications 
Minister Manoj Sinha, however, said 
the 2G spectrum allotment was arbi-
trary, faulty and corrupt and that the 
next course of action on the 2G issue 
would be decided by the investigat-
ing agencies.  “The government does 
not want to comment anything on 
the court decision now. Investigating 
agencies will take further decision. 
The government will ponder on it after 
that. The Supreme Court had already 
given its verdict. 2G spectrum auc-
tion was arbitrary, faulty and corrupt,” 
Sinha said.

2G verdict: Congress, DMK 
claim vindication; BJP insists 
spectrum allotment corrupt 

The Minister of State for Culture (I/C) and Environment, Forest & 
Climate Change, Dr. Mahesh Sharma meeting the Minister of State 
for Tourism (I/C) and Electronics & Information Technology, Shri 

Alphons Kannanthanam, in New Delhi on December 21, 2017. 



Hyderabad, Dec 21: 
Telangana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (TPCC) 
President N. Uttam Kumar 
Reddy has alleged that 
the wrong priorities set by 
Chief Minister K. Chan-
drashekhar Rao and the 
distorted logic adopted by 
his government have ru-
ined the entire education 
sector in Telangana State.

Speaking at the Round Ta-
ble Conference organized by 
KG to PG Educational Institu-
tions Joint Action Committee 
at Sundarayya Vignana Kend-
ram here on Thursday, Uttam 
Kumar Reddy said Telangana 
was apparently the only State 
in the country where a num-
ber of educational institu-
tions and students' enrol-
ment were on the decline. 
During the last three-and-a-
half years, the situation has 
worsened not only in govern-
ment institutions but also in 
private institutions. 

Quoting figures compiled 
by the JAC, he said while 
there were 2100 junior 
colleges in Telangana in 
2014-15, they got reduced 
to 1650 in 2017-18. While 

the students' enrolment 
in government junior col-
leges reduced from 4.45 
lakh in 2014-15 to 4.30 lakh 
in 2017-18, it declined from 
3.20 lakh to 2.90 lakh stu-
dents in corporate colleges. 
The number of lecturers 
too got reduced by 1,000 to 
56,000 in 2017-18. Similarly, 
a number of Affiliated De-
gree Colleges came down 
from 1078 in 2014-15 to 960 
in 2017-18, while 25 Affiliat-
ed PG Colleges were closed 
during the same period. 
Consequently, the number 
of students got reduced by 
over 5,000. The number of 
degree and PG residential 
colleges remained static at 
180 with 1.70 lakh students 
during the last three years. 
He also expressed concern 
over reported closure of 
over 3100 primary schools 
under TRS regime.

Uttam Kumar Reddy said 
that the TRS Government, 
which came to power on 
the promise of providing 
KG to PG free education, 
was not willing to give a 
clarification on the reasons 
for the closure of educa-

tional institutions in such 
a large number. With the 
growing population, the 
number of institutions and 
students should increase 
every year. However, KCR 
Government is not paying 
any attention to the deteri-
orating condition of the ed-
ucation sector in the State. 
He said whenever the op-

position raised the issue in 
Assembly, the government 
came up with a contention 
that it increased the a num-
ber of residential schools 
for various communities. 
He pointed out that the 
existing 544 residential 
schools were benefiting 
only a small percentage of 
students, while the State 

has over 52 lakh students 
from KG to PG who are be-
ing neglected.

The TPCC chief said KCR 
was the only Chief Minis-
ter who daringly lied on the 
floor of Assembly on mul-
tiple occasions on clearing 
Fee Reimbursement dues. 
Stating that KCR had once 
called private institutions 

'Education Mafia', he al-
leged that the Chief Minister 
was sabotaging the govern-
ment institutions to benefit 
the same corporate sector. 
He pointed out one sur-
vey conducted by an NGO, 
Rythu Swaraj, which re-
vealed that one of the major 
reasons for farmers' suicide 
was their inability to afford 
education for their children 
in corporate institutions. He 
said that the TRS Govern-
ment has failed to regulate 
fee structure in private sec-
tor and a few institutions 
were being allowed to loot 
the parents. Uttam Kumar 
Reddy assured that the Con-
gress party would fully sup-
port the fight of recognised 
institutions in getting their 
due share from the govern-
ment. Telangana Political 
Joint Action Committee 
(TJAC) Chairman Prof. M. 
Kodandaram, BC Welfare 
Association national presi-
dent and MLA R. Krish-
naiah, TDP leader Ravula 
Chandrashekhar Reddy and 
other experts and academi-
cians also participated in the 
Round Table Conference.
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Hyderabad Dec 21 : Cyient, 
provider of engineering, 
manufacturing, geospatial, 
network, and operations man-
agement services on Thursday 
announced the opening of its 
global Tower Operations Cen-
ter (TOC) at the company’s 
headquarters in Hyderabad. 
The IoT-enabled TOC provides 
24/7 surveillance and remotely 
monitors all passive assets in 

cell towers across multiple lo-
cations. Its solution architec-
ture enables communication 
between sensors and an inte-
grated, cloud-based analytics 
engine to extract and analyse 
asset data for actionable in-
sights. This leads to increased 
tower uptime, reduced opera-
tional costs, improved site se-
curity and intrusion detection, 
and ensures efficient energy 

and power management.
Hyderabad-based global so-

lutions provider Cyient wins CII 
award Additionally, integrating 
trouble ticketing, along with 
field force management, will 
improve the efficiency of field 
operations and optimize asset 
utilization. Sanjay Krishnaa, 
senior vice-president, com-
munications, and president, 
Asia Pacific, Cyient said, “This 

integrated TOC solution facili-
tates tower and infrastructure 
companies to perform real-
time monitoring of all active 
information from remote sites. 
Field engineers can now pro-
actively manage network assets 
by utilising data analytics and 
digital technologies, such as 
IoT, cloud, and mobility. Fur-
ther, the TOC helps tower and 
infrastructure companies.

Cyient opens global tower operations 
centre in Hyderabad

New-born found 
in garbage 

Hyderabad, Dec 21 (NSS): A two-day-old baby 
boy was found in a garbage bin in Chanchalguda 
here this morning. The infant could have been 
abandoned by his parents, the police suspect. Po-
lice said the locals noticed the new-born wrapped 
in a cloth and dumped there this morning in-
formed the Dabeerpura police, who rushed to the 
spot and shifted the baby to Niloufer Hospital.  

Devipriya, Veena
 Vallabhrao get Sahithya 

Academy Awards
New Delhi, Dec.21 (NSS): Eminent writer-

cum-journalist Devipriya has been awarded the 
prestigious Kendra Sahithya Academy award for 
the year 2017 for his poetry ‘Gali Rangu’. Veena 
Vallabharao has been awarded Kendra Sahithya 
Academy award for translation of Khana Badosh’s 
biography written in Punjabi into Telugu in the 
name of ‘Viramamerugani Payanam’. The awards 
will be presented in February. The award consists 
of a casket containing an engraved copper-plaque, 
a shawl and a cheque of Rs one lakh.

Devipriya’s original name was Shaik Khaja Hus-
sain and was born in Guntur on August 15, 1949. 
He had completed BA in Guntur AC College. He 
started writing poetry in his college days. He 
worked in several newspapers as journalist. He 
used to write ‘Samajanandaswamy’, “Running 
Commentary” cartoon poetry and introduced new 
style in journalism. He wrote many articles on film 
sector. He scripted screen play for ‘Dasi’and ‘Ran-
gulakala’ films. He worked as editor for “Prajatan-
tra” and “Hyderabad Mirror” newspapers. His 
lyric in “Maabhoomi” film ‘Jam Jambalbaro Vey 
Kallajerri’ was famous till today. His other writ-
ings were: Amma Chettu (1979), Samajanandas-
wamy (1977), Garibu Geethalu (1992), Neetiputta 
(1990), Thoophanu Thummeda (1999), Running 
Commentary (2013), Aranya Puranam, Pitta Kooda 
Egiripovalsinde (2001), Chepachiluka (2005), Ad-
hyaksha Manninchandi (Editorials) (2010), Gali 
Rangu (2011), Gandkuti (2009), Insha Allah (po-
etry), Poornamma The Golden Doll (Translation), 
The Cobra Dancer (KJ Rao Biography).

40 Special Trains 
to Various destinations 
from Secunderabad & 

Tirupati
Hyderabad, Dec.21 (NSS): In order to clear ex-

tra rush of passengers, 40 Special trains will be 
run between Visakhapatnam – Secunderabad, Vi-
sakhapatnam – Tirupati, Secunderabad – Tirupati, 
Renigunta – Kakinada – Tirupati

Train No.08501 Visakhapatnam-Secunderabad 
Weekly Special Train will depart Visakhapatnam at 
23:00 hrs on  January 2, 9 , 16 , 23 & 30,  February 6 , 
13 , 20 &27 (Tuesdays) and arrive Secunderabad at 
12:00 hrs on the next day. In the return direction, 
Train No.08502 Secunderabad - Visakhapatnam 
Weekly Special Train will depart Secunderabad at 
16:30 hrs on  January 3 , 10 , 17 , 24 & 31, February 7 
, 14 , 21& 27 (Wednesdays) and arrive Visakhapat-
nam at 04:50 hrs on the next day.

Enroute, these Weekly Special trains will stop at 
Duvvada, Anakapalli, Tuni, Samalkot, Rajahmun-
dry, Tadepalligudem, Eluru, Vijayawada, Kham-
mam, Warangal and Kazipet stations in both di-
rections. Train No.08573 Visakhapatnam-Tirupati 
Weekly Special Train will depart Visakhapatnam 
at 22:55 hrs on January 1, 8 , 15, 22 & 29,  Febru-
ary 5 ,12 , 19 &26 (Mondays) and arrive Tirupati at 
13:25 hrs on the next day. In the return direction, 
Train No.08574 Tirupati - Visakhapatnam Weekly 
Special Train will depart Tirupati at 15:30 hrs on 
January 2 , 9 , 16, 23 & 30,  February 6, 13, 20 & 27 
(Tuesdays) and arrive Visakhapatnam at 06:50 hrs 
o n the next day. Enroute, these Weekly Special 
trains will stop at Duvvada, Anakapalli, Samalkot, 
Rajahmundry, Eluru, Vijayawada, New Guntur, 
Tenali, o ngole, Nellore, Gudur, Sri Kalahasti and 
Renigunta stations in both directions.

Hyderabad, Dec 21 (NSS): 
Telangana TDP politburo 
member Motkupally Nara-
simhulu today excoriated 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao for invit-
ing only rich people and 
landlords to the just-ended 
World Telugu Conference 
and ignoring poor and poor 
writers.

Speaking to media-
persons after observing 
Mouna Diksha at Dr BR 
Ambedkar statue at Tank 
Bund against the Chief 
Minister’s negligence in 
keeping the promise on 
categorization of Sched-
uled Castes,Narasimhulu 
questioned KCR as to why 
he forgot “Nata Chakravar-
thi, TDP founder-president 
and former chief Minister” 
late Nandamuri Taraka Ra-
marao, who made the North 
Indians, who used to de-
scribe Telugus as _Madra-
sis” to call Telugus as Telu-
gus. He also reminded that 
NTR had given political life 
to KCR. He also asked KCR 
as to why he failed to invite 
his Andhra Pradesh coun-
terpart Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu, who had generously 
invited KCR to the founda-
tion stone laying ceremony 
at Amaravathi. There was 
no media role in Telugu 
Conference, he bemoaned.

The Dalit leader also 

questioned the Chief Min-
ister as to why he did not 
invite Telangana Dalit writ-
ers like Vimalakka, Gaddar, 
Vandemataram Srinivas 
and Andesri.

 He opined that cinema 
actors including Chiran-
jeevi attended the World 
Telugu Conference afraid 
of KCR that not with love. 
Alleging that the Chief 
Minister spent several 
crores of rupees for the 
World Telugu Conferences 
for praises. Stating that he 
has no objection if KCR 
becomes Chief Minister, 
Narsimhulu said the for-
mer has to mend his ways 
and make people happy. 
He also alleged that KCR 
was still continuing his re-
gional feelings. “We are not 
against KCR. But we will 
not keep quiet if he wanted 
to suppress the SCs”, he 
warned. He demanded that 
the Chief Minister lead an 
all-party delegation to Del-
hi to clinch categorization 
of SCs and release Krishna 
Madiga immediately.

TPCC President N. Uttam Kumar Reddy addressing at the Round Ta-
ble Conference organized by KG to PG Educational Institutions Joint 

Action Committee at Sundarayya Vignana Kendram on Thursday. 

Hyderabad, Dec 21: All 
India Peace and Solidar-
ity Organisation (AIPSO) 
submitted a memoran-
dum to US Consulate 
General in Hyderabad 
over Trump's decision 
recognising Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel.

Under the leadership 
of its President and TRS 
MLC K. Yadava Reddy, 
AIPSO members protest-
ed outside US Consulate 
at Begumpet chanting 
"Palestine ke bhaiyo, hum 
apke sath hai" (Palestin-
ians brothers, we stand 
with you) who were later 
taken into preventive 
custody by the local po-
lice. However, 4 members 
of AIPSO submitted the 
memorandum to Politi-
cal and Economic Officer 
of the US Consulate Seth 
Peavey.

In its memorandum, 
AIPSO  strongly con-
demns the decision of 
United States, President 
Donald Trump recognis-

ing Jerusalem as the capi-
tal of Israel and the move 
of US Embassy from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem. 

Even Israels closest Eu-
ropean allies have rejected 
this logic and say that rec-
ognising Israel's capital 
unilaterally risks inflam-
ing violence and further 
wrecking the chance for 
peace. Trump's decision 
is contrary to the resolu-

tions of the international 
legitimacy of Jerusalem, 
most notably resolution 
242 of 1967, which stipu-
lated the withdrawal from 
occupied territories in-
cluding Jerusalem, reso-
lution No. 478 of 1980 on 
the rejection of the Israeli 
Governments decision to 
annex Jerusalem, and Se-
curity Council resolution 
2334 of 2016 on non-rec-

ognition the council made 
any Israeli changes to the 
1967 borders, including 
Jerusalem, the memoran-
dum stated. 

AIPSO further demand-
ed necessary steps to be 
taken to restore peace in 
the region and support an 
independent Palestinian 
state on the 1967 borders 
including East Jerusalem 
as its capital. 

Kishan Reddy 
condemns arrest 

of Krishna Madiga
Hyderabad, Dec 21 (NSS): 

Strongly condemning the 
arrest  Mandakrishna Ma-
diga, Telangana BJP floor 

leader G Kishan Reddy has 
demanded the withdrawal 
of cases filed against him 
and unconditional release 
of Madiga leader, who was 
dumped in the jail. Kishan 
Reddy, in a statement, said 
it was unfortunate that the 
State government, with the 

help of police, was trying to 
stifle the voice of people who 
were agitating on their justi-
fied demands. 

He said different groups 
wanted to communicate 
their unhappiness and ire by 
organising peaceful protests 
and through other demo-

cratic means. But the State 
government, with its dic-
tatorial attitude, was trying 
to suppress them, the BJP 
leader alleged. The arrest 
of Manda Krishna Madiga 
is condemnable as he was 
fighting for SC classification 
for the last several years.

KCR's wrong priorities and distorted 
logic ruined education sector: Uttam

AIPSO submits memorandum to US 
Consulate General over Jerusalem

KCR kept poor & 
Dalit writers away from 

WTC: Motkupally

AIPSO members protesting outside US Consulate at Begumpet in 
Hyderabad on Thursday. 
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Hyderabad Dec 21 : With 
just a few days remaining 
for Christmas celebrations, 
the streets in Hyderabad are 
awash with the warmth of the 
yuletide spirit. The chilly win-
try evenings in the city have 
not dissuaded people from 
venturing out to scores of 
stores, which are decked up 
with Christmas paraphernalia, 
especially the colourful stars, 
which always seem to cast a 
spell on the onlookers.

Needless to say, merchants 

during Christmas are not com-
plaining. “Once December 
starts, I buy Christmas decora-
tive pieces at wholesale prices 
from Begum Bazaar. Stars, fig-
ures of Santa Clause, gift boxes 
and shining colour paper are 
always in huge demand,” says 
Venkat, a kirana shop owner in 
Bowenpally.

Merchants also point out 
that due to Santa Clause, the 
festival is quite popular among 
children and families irrespec-
tive of their faith. Quite often, 

schools also organise events 
which expose children to all 
festivals.

“We ensure that we cele-
brate all major festivals. Chil-
dren actively participate in all 
the given activities during the 
festivals. Such celebrations 
also help us to involve parents 
who have to take their children 
out to bring articles for festival 
celebrations in schools,” says 
Mamtha, a class teacher of Gi-
tanjali Devshala.

Not many know that the 
decorative pieces are made by 
creative housewives who make 

some pocket money while 
working from home during 

the festival season. Suguna, a 
housewife in Bapuji Nagar, 
regularly makes small sized 
cartons and cuts coloured 
shining papers to create deco-
rative pieces. “I regularly get 
orders during festivals and 
Christmas too is no differ-
ent. From October, I start the 
work but I just make Rs 500 
to Rs 700. Once my kids leave 
for school, I start the craft-
work, which is collected by the 
person concerned, who gives 
me the amount,” she says. 

While most of the homes are 
decorated and the carol sing-
ing at homes is in full swing, 
the churches too are dusted 
and cleaned for the big day. 
Father Aloysius Ephrem Raju 
Alex from St. Joseph Cathedral, 
Gunfoundry says, “We have 
already started celebrations in 
the form of mass for couples, 
youth, elderly and sick people 
from the first Sunday of this 
month. On December 24, a 
grand mass will be held for all 
the members of the parish”.

Schools, traders in Hyderabad ring in Christmas cheer

Hyderabad, Dec 21: The 
Telangana State is num-
ber one in the country 
in terms of warehousing 
activities while the Guja-
rat State is at last place, 
Irrigation and Marketing 
Minister T Harish Rao 
claimed on Thursday.

Harish Rao held a 
high-level review meet-
ing at Jala Saudha here 
and appreciated the of-
ficials concerned for 
the record level works. 
Harish Rao claimed that 
Telangana is number 
one in using godowns 
facility while Andhra 
Pradesh was in the sec-
ond position, Uttara-
khand third and Gujarat 
last.  He asked the offi-
cials to give a report on 
warehousing activities in 
five days by making field 
level visits and expedite 
the works. The market-
ing and godown activi-
ties in Telangana are reg-
istered at 97 percent in 
Telangana and the State 
is number one at the na-

tional level, he claimed. 
He rang up Civil Sup-
plies Commissioner C V 
Anand and asked him for 
reports on warehousing 
activities every month. A 
video conference on the 
use of godowns will be 
conducted in 15 days, he 
said. The minister asked 
the officials to shift the 
stocks from the rented 
and private godowns to 
the government-owned 
godowns.  The minis-
ter said that Telangana 
is number one in ease 
of doing business, Mis-
sion Kakatiya, Mission 
Bhagiratha and others. 

Telangana achieved rap-
id growth in all sectors 
in three and half years 
Harish said. He said that 
Nizamabad agriculture 
market is number one 
in using e-Nam scheme 
and agriculture produc-
tion increased signifi-
cantly by using soil after 
lakes restoration in the 
villages.    The minister 
further said that the gov-
ernment will be giving 24 
hours power supply to 
farm sector from Jan 1. 
Keeping the rise in farm 
production the govern-
ment is involved in con-
structing godowns with 18 

lakh metric ton capacity in 
the state, he said.  

Finish 
Tupakulagudem 

works in 10 
days: Harish

Irrigation Minister T 
Harish Rao directed the 
officials concerned to 
speed up the works of 
Tupakulagudem project 
and copper dam works 
in 10 days. The minister 
reviewed on Sriram Sagar 
project-II and Tupaku-
lagudem project works 
here. Directing the of-
ficials to work in three 
shifts, the minister asked 

them to shift waters from 
Tupakulagudem barrage 
to Devadula project in 
January and complete the 
works of the SRSP-II by 
March. “Work agencies 
should focus on the relat-
ed works of sheet files and 
work on a war-footing for 
three shifts”, he directed.  
“Tupakulagudem will help 
SRSP to stabilize six lakh 
acres under Devadula proj-
ect. It will irrigate four lakh 
acres in the drought-hit 
old districts like Nalgonda, 
Khammam and Warangal, 
the minister said. Works 
worth Rs 1,321 crore being 
continued under the SRSP-
II project and related works 
should be completed by 
March 2018, Harish di-
rected. He also alleged that 
the previous Congress gov-
ernment had neglected the 
SRSP from 2004 to 2014. 
The TRS Government has 
irrigated 2.25 lakh acres 
and now the target is to 
irrigate another 1.75 lakh 
acres totalling four lakh 
acres under the project.

Hyderabad, Dec 21 
(NSS): An officials’ team 
of Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands applauded the 
results Telangana Civil 
Supplies Department by 
utilization and imple-
mentation of Modern 
Technology in public dis-
tribution system.

The 25-member del-
egation from Revenue, 

Finance, Civil Supplies, 
IT, Zilla Parishad, Edu-
cation, Election Com-
mission departments 
visited the Civil Supplies 
Bhavan at Somajiguda 
today where Commis-
sioner C.V. Anand held 
a meeting with them. 
The visitors Ikhlaq Ali, 
N.K. Nazeer, K. Anwar 
Rasheed, Sheela Premji, 

Hema Basu, Eliezer, 
Amith Biswas, Salona, 
Magdaline, Adimulam 
and others were in the 
team.             

They observed the im-
plementation of e-Pos, 
T-Ration App, Online 
Procurement Manage-
ment System (OPMS). 
They asked about the 
details of supply of ra-

tion commodities, num-
ber of ration shops and 
ration cards, number of 
beneficiaries taking ra-
tion commodities every 
month without any ir-
regularities.

Speaking to the visi-
tors, C.V. Anand said the 
Telangana government 
was supportive in imple-
menting modern tech-

nology. He said the Civil 
Supplies Department has 
achieved tremendous 
results by using technol-
ogy where ever needed. 
Mainly PDS rice black 
marketing was stopped. 
Steps were being taken to 
view live transactions of 
ration commodities from 
godowns to the benefi-
ciary, he  added. 

Hyderabad, Dec 21: Those 
who suffer from hair loss 
would pay any price to re-
gain the beauty of their scalp. 
Some are willing to give up 
to lakhs for hair transplants 
and surgery just to make their 
dream come true. 

Perhaps you already heard 
that essential oils are great for 
your crowning glory. If some 
can reduce the hair thinning 
and combat what causes the 
strands to fall, other essential 
oils work wonders to treat dry 
scalp and thicken threads natu-
rally. With the launch of 'Toufa' 
herbal hair oil by SNQ Herbal 
Pharmacy (Approved by Dept. 
of Ayush), one can find all the 
natural remedies that are safer 
for all types of hair and scalp. 
Toufa is for both men and 
women to get back their lost 
glory without any side effects.

One solution for all the hair 
problems, Toufa is enriched 
with Phyllanthus Emblica, 
Vachellia Nilotica, Thorn Mi-
mosa, Vetiver, Lawsonia Iner-
mis and Cocos Nucifera Oil. 
This herbal extract boosts the 
metabolism of cells, encour-
ages the healing of follicles, 
and stimulates the production 
of new scalp strands. Toufa re-

stores the beauty of your locks 
and protects your hair against 
the potentially harmful envi-
ronmental factors. However, 
one should apply it regularly 
for an alternative day in a row 
to enjoy a fuller, healthier, and 
shinier hair. 'Toufa' herbal hair 
oil is available at various outlets 
and can also be ordered on Mo-
bile: +91 8106141721. 

Hyderabad, Dec 21: Senior 
Congress leader and Leader 
of Opposition in Telangana 
Legislative Council Moham-
med Ali Shabbir today lam-
basted the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment for defaming the 
UPA by making false allega-
tions to tarnish its image and 
demanded that Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi tender an 
apology immediately.

Speaking to the media at 
Gandhi Bhavan on Thursday, 
Shabbir Ali welcomed the 
judgment of the CBI Special 
Court in 2G Scam case while 
it acquitted all the accused 
saying there was no evidence 
against DMK MP Kanimozhi 
and former Union minister 
A. Raja. 

Pointing that previous Con-

gress-led UPA government or-
dered CBI inquiry into the al-
legations by the Opposition on 
various issues, Ali said the NDA 
Government was back stepping 
on the allegations and scams, 
which were unearthed since 
Modi took over as PM. He also 
pointed out that media reports 
said BJP chief Amit Shah’s son 
Jai Shah was involved in multi-
crore rupees scam of floating 
fake companies, weapon deals 
in Madhya Pradesh and Maha-

rastra, he demanded that the  
Prime Minister hand over these 
cases to the CBI or any other in-
vestigation agencies.

Referring to the five-day 
World Telugu Conference 
held in the city, he dubbed 
the conference as “Khel Kha-
tam and Paisa Hazam”. He 
alleged that a large number 
of eminent persons from Ju-
diciary, literary and Social 
background from both the 
Telugu States were ignored. 
He also opined that promo-
tion of Telugu can be done 
by taking into  confidence 
of students, parents that this 
language will help them to 
acquire employment and 
there will be a grace marks in 
the exams in General and in 
particular in TSPSC.  

Hyderabad, Dec 21: The 
State Election Commis-
sioner, V. Nagi Reddy today 
issued notification for fill-
ing 16 casual vacancies of 
MPTCs (Mandal Parishad 
Territorial Constituencies). 
The date for polling is Janu-
ary 11  from 7 am to 5 pm 
and the results, after count-
ing of votes from 8 am, will 
be announced on January 
13. Nagi Reddy said election 
code of conduct has come 
into force with immediate 
effect in the entire area of 
16 Mandal Praja Parishads 
where the elections will be 
held. He said the Mandals, 
which will are under Elec-
tion Code of conduct are 
Sirpur Urban in Kumaram 
Bhim district where the elec-
tion of Netnoor MPTC will 
be held. Koutala Mandal of 
Asifabad district where the 

election of Koutala MPTC 
will be held. In Karimnagar, 
elections will be held for 
Achampalli and Ankushapur 
MPTCs both are situated in 
Gangadhara Mandal.  

The State Election Com-
missioner said Ankushapur 
MPTC in Siricilla of Rajanna 
Sircilla District, Bhadra-
chalam-7 in Bhadrachalam 
mandal of Bhadradri Koth-
agudem, Jakkepalli in Su-
sumanchi Mandal of Kham-
mam district, Kanmanoor in 
Narwa mandal, Lingampally 
in Makthal both in Mahabu-
nagar district, Gopaldinne in 
Pangal Mandal of Wanapar-
thy, Kistapuram in Munu-
gode Mandal in Nalgonda, 
Yerrabelli in Nidamanoor in 
Nalgonda district, Madnoor 
02 in Madnoor mandal in 
Kamareddy district, Koth-
walguda in Shamshabad  

and Janwada in Shanker-
pally in Renga Reddy, and 
Akunoor in Cherial Mandal 
of Siddipet district. Election 
notice will be issued by the 
returning officers of Telan-
gana Panchayat Raj on De-
cember 27 and start taking 
nominations from 10.30 am 
till January 2  up to 5 pm. 
Scrutiny of nominations will 
be held on January 3, filing 
of appeal against the rejec-
tion of nomination on Janu-
ary 4 up to 5 pm, disposal 
of appeals on January 5 and 
the last date for withdrawal 
of nominations is January 6. 
He also said the elections will 
be conducted for 16 posts of 
MPTCs on January 11 and re-
election, if any, will be con-
ducted on January 12. The 
results will be announced on 
January 13 after counting of 
the votes, the EC added. 

NDA govt supporting 
corrupt, says Shabbir Ali

Elections for 16 MPTCs on Jan 11

Toufa Herbal Hair Oil 
For Men & Women

Altico Capital invests Rs 500 cr 
in Hyderabad-based Phoenix

Andaman & Nicobar Islands’ team hails 
results of Telangana Civil Supplies Dept

Vemulawada 
temple Supt 
in ACB net

Vemulawada, Dec 21: Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) officials are conducting 
raids on the properties of Namala Ra-
jender, Superintendent, Vemulawada 
Rajarajeshwera Swamy Devasthanam. 
Following complaints that Rajender had 
amassed huge properties through cor-
rupt practices, the ACB sleuths led by 
ACP Sudharshan Goud are conducting 
simultaneous raids on the houses of four 
of Rajender’s relatives. The ACB officials, 
who started the raids at around 5 am in 
the morning, are checking the houses 
of Kotla Srinivas, Kapil Srinivas and a 
lodge owned by Rajender. Rajender, who 
joined as a Physical Education Teacher 
in the government school, has become 
Superintendent of the Devasthanam and 
amassed huge properties during his 15 
years of service, it is learnt. He also de-
manded that the State government im-
plement rehabilitation schemes for sur-
rendered Naxalites and help them lead a 
normal life in the society. 

Hyderabad Dec 21 : Altico 
Capital, the non-banking fi-
nance company, promoted by 
Clearwater Capital, Abu Dha-
bi Investment Council and 
Varde Partners deployed Rs 
1,250 crore across five deals in 
Hyderabad and Pune. Altico 
invested Rs 500 cr across two 
deals with Hyderabad based 
Phoenix group for construc-
tion and development of IT 
SEZ projects, Rs 375 crore 
with Marvel group in Pune 
for a bouquet of projects, Rs 
240 cr with Pharande group 
for development of township 
project and Rs 130 crore with 
Mumbai-based Jatia group for 
their residential project.

Infra developer Phoenix 
bullish on Hyderabad

Arena in Hyderabad to be 
inaugurated on Saturday

Phoenix group, based in 
Hyderabad, is a developer of 

commercial projects, having 
delivered more than 7 mn 
sq ft and currently executing 
projects around 19 million sq 
ft Altico’s funded project is 
located in the prime commer-
cial area of Hitec City having 
presence of global IT and e-
commerce giants like Google, 
Facebook, Amazon, etc.

Additionally, Altico funded 
the construction of another 
IT-SEZ in Hafeezpet which is 
pre-leased to a leading global 
professional services firm. 
The Phoenix group has con-
tinuously demonstrated ex-
pertise in leasing commercial 
spaces to companies like Am-
azon, IBM, Cognizant, HCL 
Technologies, Capgemini, etc. 
as well as selling pre-leased 
spaces to institutional inves-
tors. “Phoenix is an existing 
partner of Altico Capital. With 
this transaction, the cumula-

tive amount sanctioned by 
Altico to the Phoenix group 
has moved to Rs 725 crores,” 
said, Sanjay Grewal, CEO, Al-
tico Capital.

Recently, Altico had an-
nounced that it expects to 
deploy Rs 3,000 crore in the 
balance part of FY18. Com-
menting on its loan book 
build up, Sanjay Grewal, CEO, 
Altico Capital mentioned that 
“These deployments reflect 
Altico’s continued focus on 
segments such as affordable 
and mid-income housing 
which make up more than 
50% of our current portfolio. 
It further demonstrates our 
intent to build on our existing 
strategy of funding develop-
ers engaged in completion 
of their under-construction 
projects and increasingly fo-
cus on commercial/office RE 
funding opportunities.

 Irrigation and Marketing Minister T Harish Rao at a high-level 
review meeting at Jala Saudha in Hyderabad on Thursday. 

TS No.1 in warehousing, 
Gujarat stands last: Harish
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Sasikala’s niece hits out 
at TTV Dhinakaran, 

Vetrivel
CHENNAI: Dec 21 (IANS) Chinks in Mannargudi clan came to 

the fore on Wednesday with V. K. Sasikala’s niece Krishna Priya 
slamming her relative TTV Dhinakaran for the release of Jayala-
lithaa’s hospital video by his loyalist P. Vetrivel and demanding 
his explanation. “Chinnamma had given the video to Dhina-
karan for being handed over to the (Justice A Arumughaswamy) 
Enquiry Commission (probing Jaya’s death). We want to know 
how it landed in the hands of Vetrivel. We want Dhinakaran to 
explain,” fumed Krishna Priya, hours after the video that showed 
Jayalalithaa sipping a drink in her hospital bed went viral. In-
terestingly, Jaya TV, now controlled by Krishna Priya’s brother 
Vivek Jayaraman, did not air the video. This development led 
to widespread speculation about differences in the family since 
Jaya TV goes to town with every bit of information related to 
Jayalalithaa. Krishna Priya said the video was shot by Sasikala 
and with Jayalalithaa’s approval when the latter was shifted to 
a “special room” in Apollo Hospitals from Intensive Care Unit 
(ICU).  “It was done purely for personal purposes and not for 
public circulation. Chinnamma had taken the stand she would 
not release it and betray Jayalalithaa’s confidence; that’s why 
she did not release it even when allegations erupted accusing 
her of killing Jayalalithaa,” Krishna Priya said. Krishna Priya first 
took to Facebook and accused Dhinakaran of ‘stooping low’ in 
having the video released. But, she quickly deleted the post on 
her timeline and quickly replaced his name with that of Vetrivel.  
Krishna Priya pointed fingers at him more than once during his 
five-minute-long interaction with media for releasing the vid-
eo. She also suggested that Vetrivel could not have released the 
video without the concurrence of Dhinakaran.  While Krishna 
Priya said the family was “upset” with the video release since 
it “showed Amma in poor light”, Jayanand, son of Sasikala’s 
brother Dhivakaran, said none can take objection to the  video’s 
release since it was done with an aim to “clear doubts of mil-
lions of AIADMK cadre.”  “Doubts and suspicion in the minds 
of cadre have been cleared after the release of the video. No one 
can take and should take objection to release of the video since 
it is authentic and was released only to clear doubts,” Jayanand 
said, in a clear rebuttal to Krishna Priya.   Krishna Priya termed 
the video release a “big mistake” and “betrayal of trust” on the 
part of Vetrivel and said she expected Dhina-karan to act against 
him.   On the date on which the video was shot, she said it was 
taken a “month or two” after Jayalalithaa was hospitalised. 

Chennai: Body found 
with throat slit 

injuries
Chennai: Dec 21 (IANS) A day after police recovered the 

body of a man with slit injuries on his throat off Canal road in 
Korattur, the identity of the man has been ascertained.  The 
deceased has been identified as Prabhakaran, a car driver, 
police said. Investigations revealed that Prabhakaran was out 
on bail only 10 days ago. He was serving time in connection 
with a murder case, police sources said. He was arrested in 
July after he murdered a man over an illicit affair. Meanwhile, 
Prabhakaran’s dead body was found in a Tasmac outlet near 
Canal road. Police suspect his rival gang to have lured him for 
a drinking session and then murdered him. CCTV footages 
in the neighbourhood are being perused to find leads, police 
said.  Police also said that it was also possible that the man 
might have been murdered elsewhere and his body dumped 
in Korattur. Further investigations are on.

Bengaluru: Nursery 
schools in 

government ambit
BENGALURU: Dec 21 (IANS) Starting next academic year, all 

pre-schools in the state will be brought under the purview of the 
State Education Department. Primary and Secondary Education 
Minister Tanveer Sait said on Wednesday that the decision was 
taken as part of the action plan announced by the state govern-
ment on child safety and security. “All forms of pre-schools, nurs-
eries, daycare centres, kindergartens, Montessori centres and 
others, should mandatorily register with the education depart-
ment. Compliance with the norms set by the state government 
will be looked into from all sides and institutions which fail to 
keep up to the rules will not be permitted to function, starting 
next academic year,” he said.    Elaborating on the cabinet deci-
sion, he said that Home, Women & Child Welfare, Urban Devel-
opment, Rural Development & Panchayat Raj and Social Work 
and Education departments will jointly work to ensure the safety 
and security of children.  “Such institutions should also have an 
area of one square metre per child on rolls, adding them to the 
land norms mentioned for education institutions as per the Kar-
nataka Education Act,” he said.Land norms for institutions re-
vised At a press meet at the Department of Pre-University Educa-
tion office, he also presented the revised land norms required for 
educational institutions for affiliation. Within the BBMP and oth-
er municipal corporation limits, institutions imparting pre-pri-
mary (KG) to higher secondary (PU level) education are required 
to have a minimum land of 2,000 sqm. At the same time, schools 
which run classes from Grade 1 to 10 should have land of 1,500 
sqm, and a minimum land of 1,000 sqm will be required for insti-
tutions which impart only primary education or solely secondary 
education. “The norms will be applicable to all institutions which 
seek fresh as well as renewal of affiliation. Institutions that fail to 
meet the norms will be given time to shift to new campuses at the 
first instance and later affiliation will be cancelled,” he said.

Chennai, Dec 21 (IANS) DMK leader 
M.K. Stalin on Thursday welcomed as 
“historic” the court ruling in Delhi in 
the 2G spectrum case acquitting all the 
accused, which included prominent 
party leaders A. Raja and Kanimozhi.

As balloting was on in the R.K. Nagar 
Assembly constituency here, a beam-
ing Stalin told reporters: “A historic 
judgement has been given... The case 
was filed in 2009. (It) was filed to de-
fame and obliterate a political party.”

The accused included former Tele-
com Minister Raja and Rajya Sabha 
member Kanimozhi, the daughter of 
party President M. Karunanidhi.

Hundreds of DMK activists trooped 
to the party headquarters here and 
celebrated the verdict. They burst fire-
crackers and distributed sweets.

Special Judge O.P. Saini acquitted 
all the accused in both the cases filed 
by the Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) and the Enforcement Director-

ate (ED).
The alleged scam on the issue of li-

censes and allocation of 2G spectrum 
by the Department of Telecom oc-
curred during the Congress-led UPA 
government’s first tenure in 2008 but 
was widely reported in 2010 following 
a report by the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General of India (CAG).

Others in the DMK, including P. 
Siva, as well as Congress leaders too 
expressed happiness over the verdict.

Puducherry Chief Minister and Con-
gress leader V. Narayanasamy said the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) gained 
political mileage due to its false cam-
paign against Congress and DMK.

Tamil Nadu Congress leader S. 

Thirunavukkarasar called it a victory of 
truth. He said the BJP came to power at 
the centre with its false campaign on 
the so-called scam.

The verdict may trigger political 
realignments in Tamil Nadu and the 
DMK will no longer be termed an “un-
touchable” on the issue of corruption, 
said political analyst Ramu Manivan-
nan, a Professor of Political Science at 
the University of Madras.

“There will be realignment in the 
political scenario in Tamil Nadu fol-
lowing the verdict. Political parties 
may now gravitate towards the DMK 
without any hesitation as the shadow 
of 2G case is no more there,” Manivan-
nan told IANS.

“It is ironical that the DMK lost elec-
tions due to the alleged scam in 2G 
spectrum allocation to telecom com-
panies. Now DMK will claim moral 
and political victory,” Manivannan 
added.

Stalin hails 2G case verdict, 
DMK celebrates

Thiruvananthapuram/Alappuzha, 
Dec 21 (IANS) Malayalam actor Fahad 

Fazil on Thursday got anticipatory bail 
from a court near Alappuzha regarding 

a case where he allegedly got his luxury 
car registered on a fake address in Pu-
ducherry.

During the day, BJP’s Rajya Sabha 
member and popular actor Suresh 
Gopi was also questioned by the Crime 
Branch in the state capital on the same 
charge. Gopi, who earlier secured an-
ticipatory bail from the Kerala High 
Court, appeared before the Crime 
Branch officials as per court directions. 
A Crime Branch official told IANS that 
Gopi was present at their office for 
more than two hours to answer their 
queries. 

The Regional Transport Commis-
sioner’s office in Thiruvananthapuram 
has been cracking down for the past 
month on the thriving business of 
Kerala residents getting their high-end 

cars registered in Puducherry to take 
advantage of low taxes there.

The only requirement for vehicle 
registration is that the car owner 
should have a Puducherry address.

A probe into the Puducherry ad-
dresses revealed that some of them 
were one-room houses and those liv-
ing there had no clue about how their 
addresses were used for registration 
of vehicles.The Kerala government 
ordered a Crime Branch probe after 
the media reported on the matter. The 
state exchequer losses were estimated 
at over Rs 300 crore over five years, ac-
cording to a top official.

Apart from the two, actress Amala 
Paul approached the Kerala High 
Court on Wednesday for anticipatory 
bail.

Actor Fazil gets anticipatory bail in 
car registration case

Chennai, Dec 21 (IANS) Bal-
lotting for the Radhakrishnan 
Nagar (R.K. Nagar) Assembly 
by-poll on Thursday saw over 
60 per cent voting, Election 
Commission officials said,

The major contenders are 
AIADMK’s E. Madhusud-
hanan, DMK’s N. Marudhu 
Ganesh, T.T.V. Dinakaran -- 

contesting as an Independent 
-- and Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
K. Nagarajan.

Election, which ended at 5 
p.m., saw brisk ballotting.

The by-poll was necessitated 
following the death of AIADMK 
leader and Chief Minister Jaya-
lalithaa on December 5, 2016, 
who represented the seat.

There were reports of mal-
functioning of an electronic 
voting machine (EVM) at one 
polling booth, the officials 
said.

Over two lakh voters are 
eligible to decide the fate of 59 
candidates in one of the small-
est constituencies in Tamil 
Nadu.

counting of votes will take 
place on December 24.

Elaborate security arrange-
ments were made with around 
15 companies of para-military 
forces and over 2,500 security 
personnel and several closed 
circuit television cameras, fly-
ing squads and static surveil-
lance teams being deployed.

Although the poll was first 
scheduled to be held in April, 
it was cancelled due to com-
plaints of large-scale voter 
bribing by a candidate.

Thiruvananthapuram, Dec 21 (IANS) Kerala Con-
gress President M.M. Hassan slammed former CAG 
Vinod Rai, calling him an agent of the BJP and asked 
both Rai and the party to apologise in the wake of the 
acquittal of all the accused in the 2G scam case.

“With the acquittal, it has now become crystal clear 
that this was nothing but a politically motivated case 
and Rai, as then CAG, had come out with an imaginary 
finding to the tune of Rs 1.76 lakh crore,” said Hassan.

He added that the court verdict also proves the alle-
gation that Rai is an agent of the Bharatiya Janata Party.

“It was for this imaginary finding that the BJP gave 
posts to Rai. The BJP used this ‘imaginary case’ before 
the elections and came to power... now the BJP and Rai 
should apologise,” said Hassan.

Rai, before taking up the post of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General, was the Kerala Finance Secretary and 
had spent several years in Kerala in various capacities 
as a bureaucrat.He added that the court verdict also 
proves the allegation that Rai is an agent of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party.

Earlier in the day, a special court acquitted all the ac-
cused in the alleged 2G scam, giving a major relief to 
former Telecom Minister A. Raja and DMK MP Kani-
mozhi who were jailed on charges of taking kickbacks 
to issue the telecom spectrum and licences in 2008 at 
throwaway prices.

R.K. Nagar by-poll sees over 
60% voting 

Vinod Rai is a BJP 
agent: Kerala Congress

Chennai: Dec 21 (IANS) The Mahila court on 
Wednesday  sentenced a 42-year-old person 
to undergo life imprisonment on a charge of 
murdering his wife two years ago. Special pub-
lic prosecutor Gowri Asokan said Selvam was 
living with his wife Amutha in Mylapore. Since 
the wedding 15 years ago, Selvam had been de-
manding dowry from her family. Soon after the 
marriage, her parents purchased an auto rick-

shaw for him. However, he had been demanding 
more dowry from Amutha’s family and harass-
ing her. As he continued to fight with Amutha, 
her mother P. Vasantha, paid `5.50 lakh for tak-
ing a house on rent in R.A Puram and made them 
stay near her house.  On December 16, 2015, at 
2 pm, Selvam developed heated altercation with 
Amutha. Learning this, Vasantha rushed to their 
house along with her son P. Srinivasan.

Chennai: 42-year-old gets life 
term for murdering wife
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Post victory, Gujarat CM, 
Deputy resign

Gandhinagar, Dec 21 (IANS) Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay 
Rupani and Deputy Chief Minister Nitin Patel on Thursday 
resigned, three days after the BJP overcame a stiff Congress 
challenge to retain power in the state.

Rupani and Patel sent their resignations to Governor O.P. 
Kohli, officials said.

The Governor, while accepting the resignations, formally 
dissolved the 13th Gujarat Assembly. Rupani will be the acting 
Chief Minister until a successor is named.

“We will have a meeting of the newly elected members of 
the House,” Patel told the media. 

“After the meeting of MLAs and after consultation with 
the observers for Gujarat, we will be deciding the names of 
the cabinet ministers and who will lead the government,” he 
added.  Many Chief Ministers of BJP-ruled states as well as 
union cabinet ministers apart from Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and BJP President Amit Shah are expected to attend the 
swearing-in ceremony.

Three held as five die in 
Bihar boiler blast

ArrayPatna, Dec 21 (IANS) Three persons were arrested on 
Thursday after five workers died and eight others were injured 
in a boiler blast at a sugar mill in Bihar’s Gopalganj district, 
officials said. The arrested include the mill’s owner Mahmud 
Ali and his two sons, said a district police official.

Taking note of the incident, Chief Minister Nitish Kumar or-
dered a high level probe into it and announced a compensa-
tion of Rs 4 lakh each to the victims families.

“The blast occurred on Wednesday night at the mill in Sada-
musa when workers were on duty,” a police official said. All 
the injured were admitted to hospitals. Angry over the deaths, 
hundreds of locals protested and set ablaze vehicles of the 
mill owner parked in the premises on Thursday. “The blast 
occurred on Wednesday night at the mill in Sadamusa when 
workers were on duty,” a police official said. All the injured 
were admitted to hospitals. Angry over the deaths, hundreds 
of locals protested and set ablaze vehicles of the mill owner 
parked in the premises on Thursday.

Rashtriya Janata Dal chief Lalu Prasad, whose home district 
is Gopalganj, expressed grief over the incident and appealed 
to the people to maintain peace. 

Odisha man shot in 
Manipur, critical

Imphal, Dec 21 (IANS) A 34-year-old man from Odisha was 
critically injured when two men shot at him here, Manipur Chief 
Minister N. Biren Singh said on Thursday. Abbas Malik is fight-
ing for his life in a private hospital, Biren Singh, also in charge 
of Home, told the assembly. He said that Malik was staying in a 
rented house near the Nityainanda temple in Imphal. The house 
owner has been identified as Irengbam Biramangol.

On Wednesday night, two unidentified youths brandish-
ing handguns barged into the house and opened fire at Malik 
from close range. Malik was rushed to the hospital where his 
condition is said to be “critical”.

A case has been registered and police have rounded up five 
suspects who are being interrogated, Biren Singh said, adding 
the police do not know the identity or motive of the gunmen.

Attacks on non-locals by armed men is not new in Manipur. 
Police said that such incidents have been reported over the 
last three decades. As no gunman has ever been arrested, it is 
not known exactly why the non-locals are targeted. Attacks on 
non-locals by armed men is not new in Manipur. Police said 
that such incidents have been reported over the last three de-
cades. As no gunman has ever been arrested, it is not known 
exactly why the non-locals are targeted.

Police say that security measures have been tightened. Bi-
ren Singh is reported to have asked the police to instil a sense 
of confidence so that a mass exodus of non-locals is not trig-
gered. In the past, thousands of outsiders have left Manipur 
despite the best efforts of police.

Tense calm in BHU 
after late night campus 

violence
Lucknow, Dec 21 (IANS) Tension continued to prevail at the 

Banaras Hindu University campus on Thursday, a day after 
violence broke out over the arrest of a student leader.

Extra police force and Provincial Armed Constabulary have 
been deployed inside and outside the Uttar Pradesh varsity, an of-
ficial told IANS. Officials said that they were maintaining a strict 
vigil and were identifying the people involved in the violence. Ex-
tra police force and Provincial Armed Constabulary have been de-
ployed inside and outside the Uttar Pradesh varsity, an official told 
IANS. Officials said that they were maintaining a strict vigil and 
were identifying the people involved in the violence.

Irate students had vandalised and damaged university prop-
erty, set on fire some vehicles, ransacked some shops near 
the Kashi Vishwanath temple and damaged an ATM late on 
Wednesday after fellow student Ashutosh was arrested over 
charges of extortion and other criminal activities. Ashutosh 
belongs to a party affiliated to the Samajwadi Party.

Short Takes Road, train blockade marks RJD shut-
down in Bihar against sand mining policy

Manipur Assembly 
seeks disclosure of 

Centre-NSCN(IM) pact
Patna, Dec 21 (IANS) The opposi-

tion RJD-called shutdown in Bihar on 
Thursday to protest against the Nit-
ish Kumar government’s sand mining 
policy saw several trains being forcibly 
halted and roads blockaded by agitat-
ing RJD workers. The Rashtriya Janata 
Dal claims the Bihar government’s 
sand policy has led to a sand crisis in 
the state and an over two-fold increase 
in the price of sand and also rendered 
thousands of labourers jobless.

RJD leaders and workers, who claim 
they were joined by people, particu-
larly labourers, hit hard by sand cri-
sis, protested by blockading roads in 
the heart of Patna and nearby areas 
like Maner, Bihta. They also burnt 
tyres and shouted slogans against 
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar’s gov-
ernment over its sand mining policy 
during the day-long shutdown. Pro-
tests were also reported from Gaya, 
Jehanabad, Nawada, Bhojpur, Sa-
ran, Vaishali, Aurangabad, Sheikh-

pura, Munger, Begusarai districts. 
RJD chief Lalu Prasad has said that 
party workers would ensure that Sikh 
devotees coming for the concluding 
Prakaash Parv do not face any prob-
lems during the shutdown. The new 
sand mining policy has resulted in a 
crisis since July and rendered lakhs of 
construction workers and others job-
less, Leader of Opposition in the As-
sembly Tejashwi Yadav said, terming 
the policy “anti-labourer and anti-
people”. 

“RJD’s shutdown has got over-
whelming support of the people as the 
sand crisis is an issue that affects peo-
ple,” the RJD leader told media here.

After joining hands with the Bharati-
ya Janata Party and forming a new 
government after dumping the RJD 
and the Congress, Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar’s government announced 
the new sand policy which it claimed 
was aimed at ending illegal sand min-
ing and to regulate its sale in the state.

Imphal, Dec 21 (IANS) The 
Manipur Assembly on Thursday 
passed a resolution to demand 
disclosure of the contents of a 
pact signed between the central 
government and the NSCN-IM in 
2015 which some states fear will 
affect their territorial integrity.

Cutting across party lines, the 
ruling BJP and opposition Con-
gress members demanded that 
the territorial integrity of Mani-
pur be maintained and sought 
the disclosure of the contents of 
the Framework Agreement.

A four-member committee was 
also set up to prepare a memo-
randum to be submitted to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on the 
issue.

Congress leader Okram Ibobi 
Singh, who was Chief Minister 
for 15 long years, disclosed for 
the first time that some central 
leaders had asked him not to op-
pose the agreement but no one 
took him into confidence on its 
contents. Congress leader Okram 
Ibobi Singh, who was Chief Min-
ister for 15 long years, disclosed 
for the first time that some cen-
tral leaders had asked him not 
to oppose the agreement but no 
one took him into confidence on 
its contents.

Ibobi said the Chief Minis-
ters of Manipur, Assam and 
Arunachal Pradesh called on 
senior central leaders soon af-
ter the agreement was signed 
by New Delhi with the National 
Socialist Council of Nagaland-
Isak-Muivah faction (NSCN-IM). 
Ibobi said the Chief Ministers of 

Manipur, Assam and Arunachal 
Pradesh called on senior central 
leaders soon after the agreement 
was signed by New Delhi with 
the National Socialist Council of 
Nagaland-Isak-Muivah faction 
(NSCN-IM). 

But the central leaders refused 
to disclose anything saying that 
it was an agreement between the 
Centre and the NSCN-IM and the 
three chief ministers were not in-
volved in it.

Manipur, Assam and Arunachal 
Pradesh fear that the NSCN-IM 
may be granted a Greater Na-
galand by slicing off parts of the 
three states where Nagas live in 
large numbers.

Chief Minister N. Biren Singh 
said: “Since the formation of a 
BJP-led government on March 
15, there have been seven as-
sembly sessions during which 
discussions were held and reso-
lutions taken on the issue. This 
time a clause ought to be added 
demanding disclosure of the 
contents of the agreement.”

K. Joykishan of the Congress 
had planned to table a calling at-
tention motion. However, in view 
of the urgency of the issue, 10 
members demanded a short du-
ration discussion. K. Joykishan of 
the Congress had planned to table 
a calling attention motion. How-
ever, in view of the urgency of the 
issue, 10 members demanded a 
short duration discussion.

A memorandum of all politi-
cal parties in Manipur is with the 
Chief Minister for submission to 
the Prime Minister.

Lucknow, Dec 21 (IANS) 
Taking a selfie or clicking 
pictures outside the high-
security official residence of 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath will now be 
a “punishable crime” and can 
send one to prison.

The Uttar Pradesh Police 
has banned all kinds of pho-
tography, specially on mo-
biles, outside and around the 
5, Kalidas Marg residence of 
the Chief Minister, an official 
told IANS.

For the uninitiated, a sign 
board has also been put on 
the road, asking people not to 
get into the clicking mode.

Officials cite security risks 
as the reason behind the new 
diktat, which has baffled many 
and has been criticised by 
politicians, including former 
resident of 5 Kalidas Marg, 
Akhilesh Yadav. Officials cite 
security risks as the reason 
behind the new diktat, which 
has baffled many and has 
been criticised by politicians, 
including former resident of 5 

Kalidas Marg, Akhilesh Yadav.
“UP waasiyon ko naye saal 

par tohfa, selfie lene par lag 
sakta hai UPCOCA (New Year 
gift to UP residents, taking a 
selfie can get you charged un-
der UPCOCA),” he tweeted.

The former Chief Minister 
was referring to the UP Con-
trol of Organised Crime Act, 
the new legislation against 
criminals moved by the state 
Bharatiya Janata Party gov-
ernment.

There were security restric-
tions even when Mayawati 
was the Chief Minister and the 
entire road leading to her bun-
galow had been thrown out of 
bounds for the public. Sama-
jwadi Party chief Akhilesh Ya-
dav, when voted to power, did 
away with this and termed it a 
“return of real democracy”.

The road, other than the 
Chief Minister’s residence, 
also houses some ministers, 
judges and Union Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh, who has a 
bungalow in the capacity of a 
former Chief Minister. 

Shimla, Dec 21 (IANS) Union Minis-
ters Nirmala Sitharaman and Narendra 
Singh Tomar arrived in the Himachal 
Pradesh capital on Thursday evening as 
part of a BJP Parliamentary Board team 
to take a call on choosing the next Chief 
Minister of the hill state.

The team also comprises state party 
in-charge Mangal Pandey.

The central team was received by 
newly-elected legislators, former Chief 
Minister Prem Kumar Dhumal and state 
Bharatiya Janata Party chief Satpal Satti, 
who both faced defeat in the November 
9 Assembly elections.

Five-time legislator Jairam Thakur 
has emerged as a key contestant in the 
Chief Ministerial race, with the party ex-
pected to take a final call after a meeting 
of the newly-elected party MLAs with 
the central observers. Five-time legisla-
tor Jairam Thakur has emerged as a key 
contestant in the Chief Ministerial race, 
with the party expected to take a final 
call after a meeting of the newly-elected 
party MLAs with the central observers.

Party sources said that central observ-
ers are expected to speak to BJP MLAs 
individually to ascertain their views and 
then convey the same to the party’s cen-
tral leadership.

Other names doing the rounds are of 
Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda and 
party legislators Suresh Bhardwaj and 
Rajeev Bindal. The name of Dhumal has 
not been ruled out either.

Party leaders said the name of the 
Chief Minister is likely to be announced 
after a meeting of the party’s parliamen-
tary board.

Jairam Thakur won from Seraj con-
stituency by defeating Chet Ram of the 
Congress.

Meanwhile, Governor Acharya Dev-
vrat has dissolved the state legislative 
assembly and asked the present gov-
ernment headed by Virbhadra Singh to 
continue in office till the new assembly 
is constituted. The BJP wrested power 
from the Congress, winning close to 
two third majority with 44 seats in the 
68-member Assembly.

Taking selfie near 
Yogi’s residence can 

land you in jail

BJP leaders in Shimla to 
take call on next 

Himachal CM

Kolkata, Dec 21 (IANS) Voting was 
being held in the bypoll for the Sabang 
assembly constituency in West Bengal 
under tight security on Thursday, amid 
reports of sporadic clashes between 
the ruling Trinamool Congress and the 
BJP. Polling began at 7 a.m.

The Bharatiya Janata Party accused 
the Trinamool of not letting its polling 
agents into certain polling booths. The 
Trinamool, however, denied the allega-
tion and charged the BJP with making 
false claims to hide its organisational 
weakness in the area.

Eight companies of central forces 
has been deployed for an electorate 
of 2,45,259, who are eligible to vote in 
306 polling booths. Around 40 booths 
have been identified as sensitive. Eight 
companies of central forces has been 
deployed for an electorate of 2,45,259, 

who are eligible to vote in 306 polling 
booths. Around 40 booths have been 
identified as sensitive.

More than 100 CCTV cameras have 
also been installed outside the booths 
for surveillance.

The bypolls were necessitated by the 
sitting Congress legislator Manas Bhu-
nia’s resignation after he crossed over 
to the Trinamool. He is now a Rajya 
Sabha member of his new party.

For the bypoll, the Trinamool has 
nominated Bhunia’s wife Gita Rani 
Bhunia, the Congress has opted for a 
local leader Chiranjib Bhowmick, Rita 
Mondal is the Left Front nominated 
Communist Party of India-Marxist as-
pirant, while the BJP candidate is An-
tara Bhattacharyya.

There is also a Socialist Unity Centre 
of India-Communist contestant.

Gurugram, Dec 21 (IANS) The 
Cyber Crime Cell of Gurugram 
police has arrested a bank man-
ager from Mumbai for his alleged 
involvement in a Rs 91-lakh fraud 
as he duped Gurugram-head-
quartered digital wallet company 
Mobikwik, police said.

Dipesh Shah, 40, manager at a 
private bank in Mumbai, was ar-
rested from Mulund area of the 
economic capital.

“Shah has confessed that he 
transferred Rs 91 lakh from Mo-
bikwik account to his private ac-

count at ICICI Bank via Mobikwik 
e-wallet,” Anand Kumar Yadav, 
chief of Cyber Crime Cell, told 
IANS on Thursday.

A district court on Wednes-
day sent Shah to a six-day police 
remand. Earlier, the cyber cops 
had arrested one Sanjay Bhargava 
from Delhi for defrauding Mobik-
wik of another huge amount.

“Bhargava, a businessman, had 
also duped digital money transfer 
services firm of Rs 90 lakh,” Yadav 
said. In the last week of Septem-
ber, after scrutinising the records 

and accounts, the e-wallet firm 
discovered that a whopping Rs 
19 crore was missing from its ac-
counts. It also suspected some 
unusual activities in the accounts, 
hinting at a forgery.

A Mobikwik official on Septem-
ber 27 registered a case at Sector 
53 Police Station here against un-
known persons under Section 420 
(cheating), 406 (criminal breach 
of trust) 120B (hatching conspir-
acy) and under the IT Act, alleg-
ing that Rs 19 money was missing 
from the company’s accounts.

Bengal bypoll: Voting amid 
tight security

Mumbai bank manager held for 
Rs 91-lakh Mobikwik fraud



6 EDIT Indian Horizon
Friday, December 22, 2017

Friday, December 22, 2017

Readers Response and contribution Welcome

Indian Horizon

  There is no doubt that Arab world is confronting 

of greater risks and threats emerging from Iran and 

Iran feels happy to sign agreements with any anti-

Arab power to ensure that the Arabs are never left to 

rest and some or other mischief is designed to up-

set them. This is an ambition of Iran for a long time 

and various types of techniques have been used by 

Iran or Iran inspired institutions to keep Arabs un-

easy forever. Why is this policy has been pursued 

by Iran and what gain does it get, it is obvious that 

Iran`s existence is saved as long as the Arab world 

feels unsecured. This has been their policy since 

the time immemorial. The only time they have ne-

glected in executing this policy was when the Arabs 

were just rising and they ignored them as ordinary 

ruffians and that brought Iran to face the reality 

that they cannot succeed with this sort of manipu-

lation. Having understood the reality of this policy, 

they took up the cause of Prophet Muhammad’s 

(PBUH) son in law and his progeny as a center of 

their political or political religion sanctity. Inspite of 

several techniques of undermining the strength of 

Khilafat they have substituted it with various types 

of Imamats and centralized many decentralizing 

forces to their advantage. Now that the leadership 

of Arabs has died out after Ummaits and their ef-

forts of substituting the Fatimids Khilafat with Turks 

had also got it under their control and the institu-

tion has become non-Arabs and now the efforts are 

being made to drive out the very institution of Kh-

ilafat with multiple Imamats. All these techniques 

which have been used by Iran with the instrument 

of democracy because they have Sunni rulers over 

Iranian population. Now there is new ideas of new 

generation which are troubling the Iranian leaders 

from within and a singular platform is being cre-

ated by OIC which has substantial strength along 

with powerful numeral as well as military backing. 

Consequently, they will have to accept Islam as a 

single body to centralized Islam or give it up. This is 

a new struggle growing in the Arab world and even 

democratization has been halted for a little time. 

One must understand, especially Muslims that a 

new world is taking birth and old out of date ideas 

and leadership will not work against the struggle of 

the west, who wants to regain power once again, 

but it is not possible because of their inner weak-

nesses they victimized, specially that the most pop-

ular phrase of Roger Bacon that power is the source 

of all strength against Islamic idea. Knowledge is 

Allah`s blessing for prosperity and well being.              

BY ABHEET SINGH SETHI

India was ranked 7th in the list 
of countries most impacted by 
terrorism in 2015, according to 

the Global Terrorism Index (GTI), 
2016, released by the Institute for 
Economics & Peace, a Sydney-
based think-tank. 

India is one of six Asian coun-
tries ranked in theTOP  10 nations 
most impacted by terrorism. The 
Heart of Asia conference adopted 
the Amritsar declaration on De-
cember 4, 2016, which recognises 
“terrorism, violent extremism, 
radicalization, separatism, and 
sectarianism and linkages among 
them” as the gravest challenges 
facing the region.

The declaration voiced particu-
lar concern about the “high level of 
violence” by ISIS and its affiliates, 
the Haqqani Network, al Qaeda, 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Moham-
mad and Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan - all based in South Asia.

India recorded 289 terrorism-re-
lated deaths in 2015, a 45 per cent 
decline over 2014. However, the 
number of Indian Army and para-
military soldiers killed this year is 
at an eight-year high, IndiaSpend 
reported on November 29, 2016.

As many as 797 terrorist attacks 
were recorded in India in 2015, up 
4 per cent since 2014, the report 
said. While the 2015 attacks were 
the highest since 2000, 80 per cent 
were non-lethal. Overall, 49 differ-
ent terrorist groups were engaged 
in attacks but 31 of these failed to 
kill anyone. “This suggests that 
groups are seeking to remind gov-
ernments of their presence with-
out provoking significant military 

reactions,” the report said. India 
experienced 7 per cent of all ter-
rorist attacks around the world, 
the fourth highest after Iraq (20 
per cent), Afghanistan (14 per 
cent) and Pakistan (8 per cent). 
India, in 2015, had fewer terror at-
tacks (797) than only Iraq (2,415), 
Afghanistan (1,715) and Pakistan 
(1,008). India suffered twice as 
many attacks as Syria (384).

Deaths from terror attacks glob-
ally declined 10 per cent from the 
highest recorded level of 32,765 in 
2014 to 29,376 in 2015, the GTI re-
port said.

The GTI score for a country is 
calculated based on weightage as-
signed to the total number of ter-
rorist incidents, fatalities,INJURIES  
and property damage sustained in 
the year in question. The index also 
takes into consideration attacks 
which took place in the four previ-
ous years.

A 32 per cent reduction in ter-
ror deaths in Iraq and Nigeria led 
to a global decline in deaths by 
41 per cent in 2015. Both coun-
tries accounted for 53 per cent 
of all terrorism-related deaths 
across the world in 2014. Eco-
nomic loss from terrorism $635 
billion over 16 years. 

The global economic impact of 
terrorism has been $635 billion 
over 16 years, from 2000 to 2015. 
That is an amount equivalent to 
the annual gross domestic product 
(GDP) of Egypt and Malaysia.

Since 2014, the loss has declined 
from a 16-year high of $106 billion 
to the second-highest level of $90 
billion, at constant 2015 prices. 
The GTI report said the decline 

related to the decrease in terror 
deaths from 2014 to 2015.

The economic impact of terror-
ism, as a proportion of a country’s 
GDP, is highest in Iraq at 17.3 per 
cent, followed by Afghanistan (16.8 
per cent) and Syria (8.3 per cent). 
Violent conflict, as a whole, caused 
$13.6 trillion loss to the global 
economy in 2015 (inPURCHAS-
ING  parity terms), or 13.3 of global 
GDP. OECD countries see 650 per 
cent rise in terror-related deaths

The Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) countries - the world’s 
most developed - witnessed a 
650 per cent increase in terrorism 
deaths, from 77 in 2014 to 577 in 
2015, the worst year for the 35-na-
tion bloc since the 2001 September 
11 attacks.

Turkey, a part of OECD, wit-
nessed 337 deaths in 2015, the 
highest among OECD countries. 
Terrorist violence in Turkey rose 
from attacks by the separatist 
Kurdistan Worker’s Party (PKK) 
and ISIS in 2015.

The report notes that for 14 years 
until the start of 2015, France had 
averaged one terrorism-related 
death per annum. In 2015, France 
recorded 161 deaths, making it the 
second biggest victim of terrorism 
in the developed world. This in-
cludes the November 2015 Paris at-
tacks that killed 136 and the Char-
lie Hebdo attack in January.

Over half of all attacks in the 
OECD countries were by or in-
spired by ISIS, a trend which has 
continued in 2016 with attacks in 
Brussels, Istanbul, Nice and Orlan-
do, which have killed 211 people.

Iraq worst hit by terrorism
Iraq was the worst hit by terror 

in 2015 with 6,960 dead and 11,900 
injured in 2,415 incidents. Afghani-
stan and Nigeria were ranked sec-
ond and third with 5,312 and 4,940 
deaths, respectively.

The GTI score is based on the rel-
ative impact of terrorist incidents 
by accounting for the number of 
incidents, fatalities, injuries and 
total property damage.

Pakistan is ranked fourth with 
1,086 deaths in 2015, a 38 per cent 
decline since 2014. The report 
notes that terrorism in Pakistan 
“has moved from the border region 
with Afghanistan” to other parts of 
the country, “especially in the Pun-
jab province” that borders India.

Terrorism has cost Pakistan $118 
billion over the last 15 years in di-
rect and indirect costs, according 
to Pakistan’s Economic Survey 
2015-16, IndiaSpend reported in 
August 2016.

ISIS world’s deadliest group
ISIS overtook its African affiliate 

Boko Haram as the world’s dead-
liest terrorist group in 2015, with 
attacks causing 6,141 deaths. ISIS 
expanded the number of countries 
where it conducted attacks from 
six in 2014 to 11 in 2015.

A staggering 4,502 people were 
killed in terrorist attacks by the Tal-
iban in Afghanistan in 2015, a 29 
per cent increase since 2014. The 
year 2015 was also the deadliest for 
terrorism in Afghanistan, even as 
the Afghan security forces struggle 
to contain a resurgent Taliban and 
the United States draws down its 
troop presence in the country.

The increased violence in Af-
ghanistan threatens the $2 billion 
worth of Indian aid to the country 
in a bid to stabilise Afghanistan’s 
civilian leadership, IndiaSpend re-
ported in July 2015.

IANS

INDIA RANKED 7TH AMONG 
COUNTRIES MOST HIT BY TERROR 

BY SAURABH KATKURWAR

The recurrence of severe 
drought in many parts of the 
country has prompted state 

governments to devise innovative 
water management techniques 
and the immediate success in 
some of them in states like Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka has kindled 
a ray of hope. But there are also 
voices of caution.

Activists and experts said such 
schemes may not be sustainable in 
the long term and may damage the 
natural water percolation system.

Water Conservationist Vijay 
Borade said Maharashtra’s Jaly-
ukt Shivar Abhiyan -- launched 
in December 2014 -- mainly in-
volves deepening and widening of 
streams, canals and rivers and will 
have a long-term negative impact 
on the recharging of underground 
water and its quality.

“There is rock after a layer of soil, 
which is exposed after de-silting 
and deepening activities. If the 
rock is exposed, how will water 
percolation happen? Water will just 
run off. Naturally, soil holds water 
and helps in recharging the under-

ground water table. Although we 
see water availability today due to 
the Abhiyan, underground water-
levels will be depleted in the near 
future,” Borade told IANS.

The removal of the soil layer also 
destroys natural filtration system, 
leading to water contamination.

Borade said the Maharashtra 
government did not address his 
complaints and suggestions on the 
Jalyukt Shivar Abhiyan.

Borade, a winner of the Ma-
harashtra government’s Krishi 
Bhushan Award, said due attention 
should be given to soil conserva-
tion rather than just focusing on 
water conservation.

“We lose 15 tonnes of soil per 
acre annually as it washes away 
with running water. Unless we 
check soil erosion, water infiltra-
tion will not happen. One should 
not be worried of rains, they will 
come. One should think of soil 
conservation, which will take care 
of water conservation,” he con-
tended. Interestingly, Borade has a 
reason to back his claims. Kadwan-
chi village in the heart of Maharah-
stra’s drought-prone Marathwada 

region, is said to have never faced 
water scarcity in the last 10 years 
due to an effective watershed man-
agement plan.

Borade also lauded the efforts 
of the Sri Sri Institute of Agri-
cultural Sciences & Technology 
Trust (SSIAST), Bengaluru, in tak-
ing up the rejuvenation of 30 riv-
ers in Karnataka, Maharashtra 
and Tamil Nadu by reviving natu-
ral water resources, terming this a 
sustainable effort.

Geo-hydrologist and SSIAST 
trustee Y. Lingaraju said water-
sheds are developed at various 
locations for effective percolation 
and sustained water flow to the 
river basin.

“For the rejuvenation of Kumu-
davathi river near Bengaluru, we 
are developing watersheds at 18 lo-
cations. This includes construction 
of boulder barriers on canals and 
streams to promote soil moisture 
and water percolation, construc-
tion of recharge wells, big tanks 
and injection pipes of up to 500 
feet,” Lingaraju, a former direc-
tor of the Karnataka State Remote 
Sensing and Application Centre.

SSIAST’s efforts have borne 
fruits as Makankuppe, Tavarekere, 
Mondigere and Teppadabeguru 
villages on the outskirts of Benga-
luru have witnessed improved wa-
ter availability in tanks and lakes 
during the last two summers after 
watershed techniques were imple-
mented, Lingaraju claimed.

Meanwhile, Shakeel Ahmed, 
Chief Scientist at Hyderabad’s Na-
tional Geophysical Research Insti-
tute, said the Telangana govern-
ment didn’t carry out any scientific 
studies before launching its Kakati-
ya scheme in March 2015.

“Initial results seem good but 
we are not sure of long-term im-
pact since no scientific study has 
been carried out. It could be no 
longer sustainable if the water 
percolation system is disturbed. 
If aquifer mapping is done, the 
government will be in a position 
to implement the scheme in a sci-
entific and effective way,” Ahmed 
told IANS. The aquifer mapping 
could be done through helicopter-
mounted optics-based technol-
ogy, he suggested.

IANS

Doubts raised over sustainability of popular 
water management schemes

Knowledge is Allah`s blessing and strength 
A new world is rising. We all must give
 reins of power to younger generation, 

otherwise they will be doomed 

BY VISHAL GULATI 

India is treading a strong re-
newable energy path post-Par-
is Agreement as it witnesses a 

step-up in Chinese investments 
in solar energy. Additionally, 
there's a significant slowdown in 
Chinese investments in thermal 
power plants.

This fact of slowdown came to 
light in a just-released report of 
the Global Environmental Institute 
(GEI) which says China's overseas 
investment, including in India, 
into 240 coal power plants along 
the Belt and Road Initiative has 
slowed down in 2016 after the Paris 
Agreement on Climate Change.

India was once the top destina-
tion for fossil fuel infrastructure 
investments. Although India is not 
a part of the Belt and Road initia-
tive, China had expanded its in-
vestments to include many other 
countries. According to a financial 
expert in India, there is a notice-
able spike in solar investment by 
Chinese firms. "Chinese invest-
ments in Indian coal projects have 

been declining. At the same time, 
Chinese investments in India on 
solar projects are slowly increas-
ing," Jai Sharda, a founding partner 
with equity research Indian firm 
Equitorials, told IANS.

 There are reports that GLC-Poly 
energy, China's top solar module 
manufacturer, is in talks with In-
dia's Essel group to set up a solar 
module manufacturing facility in 
India this year, he added.

India has committed to generate 
up to 100 gigawatts of solar power 
by 2022. The GEI report says that 
since 2016, China's support for 
overseas coal-fired power plant 
development has slowed down 
mainly due to shifting towards re-
newable energy under the Paris 
Agreement.

Under the agreement of Decem-
ber 2015, 197 countries agreed 
to cut emissions in a bid to keep 
the global average rise in tem-
peratures below 2 degrees Celsius. 
Some countries contributed to this 
change by reducing support for 
high emission projects like coal-

fired power plants and shifting 
towards renewable energy, said 
the report. The cancelled and sus-
pended Chinese projects are main-
ly located in India, it said.

The report, released just ahead 
of the two-day Belt and Road Fo-
rum in Beijing on Sunday, carried 
out a long-term review of China's 
involvement in coal power projects 
in 25 countries along the Belt and 
Road since 2001.

Overseas project contracting is 
the most common form of involve-
ment for Chinese companies de-
veloping coal-fired power projects 
in countries along the Belt and 
Road. But they do not participate 
in project operation and have no 
stake in the project's profits.

By the end of 2016, China had 
been involved in 240 coal-fired 
power projects in 25 countries with 
a total installed capacity of 251,054 
MW, says the report. The GEI says 
since 2001, Chinese development 
of coal-fired power projects in 
countries along the Belt and Road 
initiative has fluctuated, slowing 

sharply in 2008, 2011 and 2016 and 
having peaked in 2010. This trend 
shows that China's participation in 
these projects is affected by global 
economic shifts, the policies of 
host countries and restructuring 
towards cleaner energy.

According to the report, India re-
ceived support from Chinese com-
panies for building close to 129,540 
MW worth of coal power capacity 
and Indonesia for just 31,336 MW.

IANS

Boost to India's renewables plan as Chinese 
investments shift to solar
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The ‘do-more’ chorus by US for Pakistan

THE slyest foreign policy warrior, Hen-
ry Kissinger, propounded the term 
‘constructive ambiguity’ to describe 

the language of diplomacy that seeks to dis-
guise, retain and still suggest the actual in-
tent in a construct-of-words that are gener-
ally palatable (allowing some concessions), 
yet, allude to future necessity of actions to-
wards a certain goal. 

The art of diplomatic wordsmithing 
has been tested to its limits in the In-
dian subcontinent, given the irascible 
tempers and the evolving narrative that 
besets the tempestuous fundamentals 
in the trilogy of the US-Pakistan-India 
equations. 

In 1971, as National Security Adviser, 
Henry Kissinger had underlined the US 
position and bias in the Indo-Pak war 
by stating, “We’re in the position where 
a Soviet stooge, supported with Soviet 
arms, is overrunning a country that is an 
ally of the United States.” 

The cold war binaries had cemented 
the Pakistani status as a ‘major non-
NATO ally’, and then the annexation of 
Afghanistan by the USSR in 1979 had led 
to the largest covert joint operation in 
history, ‘Operation Cyclone’, — the US 
and the murky General Zia-led Pakistani 

establishment funded, trained and sup-
plied manpower and weaponry to muja-
hideen.  Later, the end of cold war and 
the disintegration of the USSR ensured 
the selfish and thoughtless withdrawal of 
interest and bankrolling in the region by 
the US. However, the kettle of intrigues 
and virulent religiosity was kept boiling 
by the shadowy Pakistani-ISI to fertilise 
the environment into a breeding ground 
for terrorists, who today haunt the sub-
continent, and beyond.

Like in Afghanistan, the US, after 
achieving its limited objectives in the 
Gulf wars, left a festering trail of de-
struction and chaos for the germina-
tion of the uber-intolerant and militant 
pan-Islamism that manifested in the un-
precedented tragedy of 9/11, which reca-
librated the global equations, thereafter. 
The decades-old cold war wiring in the 
US-Pakistan-India underwent a sudden 
relook and the inter-nation expectations, 
conversations and transactions under-
went a complete re-haul. 

The Pakistanis, under General Mush-
arraf, were embarrassingly coerced 
into joining the global ‘war on terror’ as 
George W Bush threatened Pakistan with 
bombing, ‘into the stone age’, should it 

fail to cooperate. Expected reluctance 
emanated from the sudden retraction 
from the consistent Pakistani position, 
eg treating terror organisations as ‘state 
assets’ and the principle of ‘strategic 
depth’ in Afghanistan — the half-hearted 
Pakistani commitment soon exposed its 
machinations as a double-dealing ‘ally’. 
The ‘taking out’ of Osama bin Laden from 
Abbottabad, continuing drone attacks on 
to Pakistani territories and the parallel 
warming of the Indo-Afghan ties further 
vitiated the US-Pakistani equation. 

It led the Secretary of State, Hillary 
Clinton, to specifically ask the Pakistan-
is to ‘do more’ and ‘squeeze’ out terror 
networks by famously stating, “You can’t 
keep snakes in your backyard and expect 
them only to bite your neighbours.

 Eventually, those snakes are going to 
turn on whoever has them in the back-
yard.” The subtext  of subsequent US-
Pakistan conversations, have remained 
fixated on the expression of ‘do more’, 
much to the irritation of Pakistanis.  In 
the 2016 presidential campaign, Trump 
had maintained his line of fire, saying, 
“Pakistan is a very very vital problem and 
really vital country for us because they 
have nuclear weapons and they have to 

get a hold of the situation.” Nearly one 
year into his presidency, Trump’s insis-
tence on Pakistan to change its tracks 
has found expression in a persistent and 
forceful ‘do more’.  Perforce, the US has to 
maintain a functional working relation-
ship with Pakistan to sustain its opera-
tions, manpower and assets in Afghani-
stan and within the Pakistani narrative. 

The expansive import of ‘do more’ 
within the context of diplomatic lan-
guage suggests both a perfunctory ac-
knowledgement of efforts by the Paki-
stanis (critical to retain engagement), 
and yet clearly points to insufficiency of 
efforts on account of doing the needful. 

Often, Trump’s bluster results in a bra-
zen statement, like: “We are paying Paki-
stan billions and billions of dollars; at the 
same time, they are housing the very ter-
rorists that we are fighting. But that will 
have to change.” 

This leads to an equally jarring coun-
ter-narrative from the Pakistanis who 
decry the American hypocrisy and se-
lective amnesia to remind the US of its 
historical support for jihadism in the 80s. 
However, the fact that the playing field, 
cards and the essential game of the 21st 
century have evolved but the Pakistanis 

remain fixated to the dynamics of the 
earlier times, that is haunting the Paki-
stanis the most.

‘Do more’ is also contexualised to fu-
ture aid as the promised $250 million 
in military aid to Pakistan is withheld, 
subject to further evidence of Pakistani 
actions. The chorus for ‘do more’ was 
echoed by US Secretary of State Rex Til-
lerson in October when he reiterated that 
Pakistan must do more to eradicate mili-
tants in its country. 

In November, the commander of the 
NATO-led coalition in Afghanistan, Gen 
John Nicholson continued to lament, 
“Haven’t seen any change yet in their 
behaviour”, and earlier this month, De-
fense Secretary Jim Mattis goaded the 
Pakistanis to “redouble” efforts and 
urged for the “need to move forward with 
issues at hand.” 

Given the banalities of diplomatic-
speak, ‘do more’ is as direct an expres-
sion of dissatisfaction that the US can 
convey to Pakistan. With the ongoing 
spectre of a free-run for the interna-
tionally designated terrorists, seminar-
ies spewing hatred, state supporting 
extremist ideologues and the still selec-
tive action against terror organisations, 
the pressure from the Americans to ‘do 
more’ will remain relentless and cryptic. 

India needs to reassure and satisfy itself 
with the American pressure of ‘do more’ 
as its implied context is deeply suggestive, 
perceptive and conducive to the change 
required in the situation in Pakistan. 
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Given the insipidities and banalities of diplomatic-speak, ‘do more’ is as direct an expression of dissatisfaction that the 
US can convey to Pakistan, given the American compulsions..... By Lt-Gen Bhopinder Singh (retd)

India ready to help in Libya’s reconstruction
Many companies are already participating in the rebuilding process of the country despite the challenges

BY SEEMA SENGUPTA

Six years after the February 17 revolu-
tion changed Libya’s political destiny 
permanently, an informal commu-

nication with a senior minister of a neigh-
bouring North African country, hosting di-
alogue between Libya’s disparate political 
factions, provided an opportunity for me to 
share some ideas on the basis of previous 
interactions with the exiled Libyan opposi-
tion leadership. 

As the United Nations endeavours to re-
trieve an unruly Libya from the dark abyss 
of violence, social fragmentation and law-
lessness, through installation of a demo-
cratically-elected government — whose 
writ will run all across the country — by 
next year, the on-going political consulta-
tions on the country’s future assume great-
er importance. 

And with Russia introducing a new di-
mension into the peace process, by propos-
ing an all-inclusive national peace congress 
to end the bitter fratricidal conflict, effort 
to forge intra-Libyan settlement might get 
a fresh momentum. Undoubtedly, Libya is 
in dire need of a viable roadmap for peace 
and stability, as the country witnesses hu-
man rights violations of great magnitude. 
The UN says, indiscriminate fighting in 
residential areas has resulted in at least 
365 fatalities or injuries in 2017 alone, and 
alarmingly 79 of them are children.

The February 17 Revolution protago-
nists’ vision of establishing true democ-
racy and bringing social cohesion through 
peoples’ revolution, clearly did not ma-
terialise. As an exiled Libyan opposition 
political figure acknowledged candidly: 
“Things have drastically deteriorated in 
Libya following the popular uprising that 
brought down [Muammar] Gaddafi and 
his regime in 2011,” though choosing to 
put the blame squarely on the slain dicta-
tor for the current spate of instability and 

lawlessness. Surely, restoring true democ-
racy is the first step towards guiding Libya 
to a prosperous future.

“Elections are desirable to bring about 
some normality, but to begin with, the con-
trolling forces and powerful militias from 
the east, west and south have to agree to 
an enforceable roadmap” says Anil Trigu-
nayat, India’s former ambassador to Libya.

 A viable political scenario can emerge 
only if the stakeholders can create an en-
abling environment for productive dia-
logue. “For the time being, UN Roadmap 
is the only one that has some possibility 
of bringing about stability in the war-torn 
fractious country” contends the senior In-
dian diplomat.

Constant bickering and a free-for-all 
environment have prevented Libya from 
building-upon the enormous achievement 
of holding a successful election (2012) un-
der a transitional constitution drafted in 
at extremely short notice, feels Trigunayat. 
And according to the exiled Libyan leader, 

not adopting the 1951 UN-endorsed con-
stitution, to make Libya a constitutional 
monarchy, has made the weapon-ridden 
country slide further into chaos. But, how 
hopeful are the Libyan political class about 
a greater international and domestic con-
vergence for restoring peace and stability in 
their country?

Othman Al Basir, former prime ministeri-
al candidate of the Tobruk-based House of 
Representatives, is cautiously optimistic, as 
Libya’s chaotic unrest aggravates. Al Basir, 
though not in favour of having a Royal fig-
urehead, is of the opinion that this situation 
as bad as it may be, will ultimately act as a 
catalyst for creating the right conditions for 
a more down-to-earth national dialogue 
between the power rivals.

“There is not much left for them to fight 
on” says Al Basir, adding, Libya’s recovery 
depends on a number of factors including, 
emergence of an unbiased, unaffiliated and 
reform-minded national leadership with 
ear to the ground and capable of rallying 

citizens, regardless of political and regional 
affiliations, to the cause of drastic politico-
economic reforms. Al Basir also cautions 
that any discord among the international 
community will undermine Libya’s recov-
ery process.

An elusive political understanding be-
tween Libya’s rival governments operating 
from Tripoli in the west and Tobruk in the 
east has virtually made it impossible to run 
a fully functional economy. With Libya’s 
oil revenues crashing, from $53.2 billion 
(Dh195.77 billion) down to $10.4 billion 
per annum, and the country’s debt situa-
tion turning extremely grim. Total accumu-
lated debts between the two governments 
is pegged at $91 billion. The country, on the 
verge of complete collapse, needs urgent 
politico-economic resuscitation.

Al Basir admits that the atmosphere is 
gloomy and sees no substitute for inter-
national assistance in the short term. He 
however, advocates diversification of in-
come sources in future, by investing in 
Libya’s young human resources as well as 
exploiting the country’s enormous natural 
resources and locational advantage. 

Promoting public-private partnership 
as a key strategy for realising sustainable 
growth, in addition to keeping a tight leash 
on corruption will hasten all-round devel-
opment and address the domestic security 
concerns too, feels Al Basir. 

“Engaging young Libyans in national 
reconstruction projects will be helpful in 
weaning them away from the lure of armed 
insurgency, apart from making them find 
relevance — through appropriate skill de-
velopment — in national discourse, and 
build a sense of pride,” says the world re-
nowned technocrat. India has, all along, re-
mained actively engaged in Libya’s growth 
and development by providing capacity 
building assistance in diverse sectors of the 
economy. Moreover, Indian companies are 

participating in Libyan reconstruction pro-
cess despite various challenges.

“India can chart out the contours of 
democratic institutions, including in the 
conduct of elections, apart from contribut-
ing in the failing health-care sector and de-
veloping a modern IT infrastructure” says 
Trigunayat. Al Basir agrees that New Delhi 
can help Libya in establishing a strong po-
litical foundation. “Libyans are also open to 
receiving assistance from India in setting-
up the foundation for a robust knowledge-
based economy” says Al Basir.
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BY S NIHAL SINGH

OFFICIAL Delhi is keeping its mouth 
firmly shut, but the first hundred 
days of US President Donald Trump 

have been disappointing for India on sev-
eral counts.

First, despite the telephone exchanges 
between Washington and New Delhi, PM 
Narendra Modi seems to be at the bottom 
of the pile in receiving an invitation to the 
White House. Second, tightening the rules 
for the H-1B visa under his “America First” 
brand, he has hurt India the most. Third, in 
undertaking a 360-degree gyration on Chi-
na, Mr Trump seeks a warming of relations 
with Beijing in his country’s interests.

Japan’s PM Shinzo Abe was among the 
first official visitor in the Trump era, with a 
mutual interest in golf, making the Florida 
retreat more productive. Among the other 
early guests of President Trump were Brit-
ain’s Theresa May, who got a pat on the 
back by leaving the EU, and Germany’s An-
gela Merkel whose proffered handshake for 
television cameras was not accepted.

Unsurprisingly, Israel’s Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu joined the queue, and Mr Mah-
moud Abbas of the Palestinian authority. 
Mr Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner, now 
an official adviser, is a practising rabbi and 

has been given the Israel-Palestine folder in 
the illusion that the problem can be solved. 
An invitation to Egypt’s President al-Sistani 
raised eyebrows and Turkey’s President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who received a con-
gratulatory call from the White House on 
narrowly winning a referendum giving him 
more powers while continuing to imprison 
thousands, is to visit Washington soon.

Indian companies receive about 70 per 
cent of the annual quota of H-1B visas. 
While raising the salary level for these visas 
and subjecting applicants to greater scru-
tiny, Trump administration officials have 
alleged that Indian companies have manip-
ulated the visa system, a charge denied by 
the latter. Indian IT outfits are considering 
new avenues of cooperation, including the 
creation of more jobs for Americans.

The surprise in India has been how quick-
ly Mr Trump has chosen to place India on 
the back burner. Of course, campaign rhet-
oric and the successful candidate’s action 
in office are two different propositions. He 
had patronised a minority group of Indian-
American supporters and plagiarised Mr 
Modi’s jingle in the 2014 election, Ab ki bar 
Modi sarkar, to declare, Ab ki bar Trump 
sarkar, and spoke appreciatively about 
“Hindu India”, in his mind synonymous 

with a multi-religious nation. President 
Trump’s twists and turns on China are truly 
amazing, even for an impetuous leader in-
fluenced by changes of mood. One constant 
theme of his campaign was China-baiting. 
He termed the country a currency “ma-
nipulator”, cast doubt of following a “one 
China” policy and did not have a good word 
for it. He accepted the “one China” policy 
before he had his first telephone conversa-
tion with President Xi Jinping, feasted him 
at his Florida retreat — no golf this time 
round — and even more remarkably, gave 
him the respect he has bestowed on no oth-
er leader, including Russia’s Vladimir Putin.

One reason for Mr Trump’s sudden love 
for Mr Xi is his hope for Chinese support 
in resolving the problem of North Korea’s 
nuclear programme. China, as North Ko-
rea’s lifeline, has imposed new sanctions 
on its neighbour. But Beijing is also keen 
to safeguard its own interests. It fears that 
the collapse of the regime of Kim Jong-un 
would mean thousands of refugees pouring 
into China and the eventual reunification 
of the two Koreas, a geopolitical moving of 
pieces that would benefit the US and its al-
lies. Whether it is the Israeli-Palestinian im-
passe or North Korea’s nuclear programme, 
President Trump is itching to solve prob-

lems. In the latter case, the assumption is 
that, if left unchecked, Pyongyang would 
be able to send a missile to continental 
United States and hence presents a po-
tential danger. Where does it leave India? 
Thus far President Trump has followed the 
traditional American policy of pacifying Is-
lamabad with bigger or smaller crumbs of 
military and economic assistance. Surpris-
ingly, Mr Trump’s representative in the UN, 
Ms Nikki Haley, threw up the idea of the US 
playing a role in untangling the Kashmir is-
sue, but such statements are the staple diet 
of a new US administration.

Mr Modi devoted a lot of time and at-
tention to making his number with for-
mer President Barack Obama. Now he has 
to start the process once again with the 
new occupant of the White House as and 
when he gets the opportunity of meet-
ing up with him. Good relations with the 
US are essential for India’s geopolitical 
health against the backdrop of the dete-
rioration in Sino-Indian ties and a venge-
ful Pakistan all set to score points against 
India in Kashmir and using its close rela-
tionship with China to harm New Delhi’s 
interests. There is no indication that these 
equations will change in a hurry.
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India downgraded in Trump era

BY CHRISTINE NAYAGAM 

India has turned out to be the best per-
forming market for South Africa, with a 
growth of 21 per cent in 2016, against 

the average increase of 13 per cent for the 
country as a whole, Tourism Minister To-
kozile Xasa has said.

"South Africa is a melting pot of cul-
tures, so the tourists feel very comfortable 
here. Our rich culture and history makes 
us a destination for India, especially be-
cause the relations between our two na-
tions are very close," said Xasa at the IND-
ABA tourism fair here. There is a very large 
Indian population in South Africa, dating 
to over 150 years ago, Xasa said.

INDABA, by far the largest tourism fair 
in the African continent, was inaugurated 
by President Zacob Zuma on Tuesday. 

Besides South Africa, tourism profes-
sionals from 21 other African countries 
were participating in the fair that attracts 
buyers and leading travel companies, as 
well as media, from around the world. It 
will go on till May 19.

"We had already doubled our market in 
India between 2009 and 2013. In 2014, we 
lost a bit of ground due to air connectiv-
ity and visa backlog, but now we are back 
in force," added Hanneli Slabber, CEO of 
South Africa Tourism in India.

South Africa is also looking for lucrative 
segments like MICE (Meetings, Incen-
tives, Conferences, and Exhibitions) and 
business travel in the Indian market. 

"There is a lot more potential in the In-
dian market. Our common culture and 
heritage is of course a strong point... I 
think we can do much more in small and 
medium enterprise segment and also vis a 
vis women in business. We want to part-
ner more and learn more in these areas," 
the minister said. The CEO of South Africa 
Tourism in India said the country has rap-
idly adapted to the Indian expectations. 

"Seven years ago, one of our major 
drawbacks and barriers for travel from In-
dia was about food... Today, in South Afri-
ca, you will not find a restaurant that does 
not have vegetarian food on its menu. It 
is freely available now not only in metro 
cities but also small towns in the country-
side," Hanneli Slabber said.

Tourism Minister Xasa said China is 
another focus market for South Africa. 
Promoting tourism to Africa has not been 
without its challenges, though. Crime 
figures high on the list.  Along with other 
African nations, South Africa is also per-
ceived as dangerous. But Slabber said that 
the reality on the ground is different. 

IANS

INDABA 2017: 
Africa beckons 
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16 killed in South Korea 
building fire

 Seoul, Dec 21 (IANS) At least 16 people died and over 
10 were injured in a fire that engulfed a commercial build-
ing in South Korea’s Jecheon city on Thursday, firefighters 
said.

The fire started in the afternoon from a vehicle in the 
basement parking lot of an eight-storey fitness centre in 
the city, 168 km southeast of Seoul, according to the au-
thorities.

The victims were in a public sauna on the second floor at 
the time of the incident. About 20 fire engines as well as 50 
firefighters were sent to the scene, Yonhap news agency re-
ported.

The injured were not in a life-threatening condition, of-
ficials said. The fire was extinguished at about 5.40 p.m. and 
firefighters started a search operation inside the building. 
According to officials, there could be more bodied inside the 
building housing a fitness centre, public sauna and restau-
rant.

No Sikh converted to 
Islam: Pakistan

Islamabad, Dec 21 (IANS) Pakistan on Thursday refuted me-
dia reports that some Sikhs in the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince were forcibly converted to Islam.

“Misinformation is being spread about an incident in Hangu,” 
Foreign Office spokesperson Mohammad Faisal said, adding 
that some shopkeepers including Sikhs got into a row with a lo-
cal official.

The spokesperson said the concerned official was immediate-
ly suspended and a formal inquiry was ordered into the incident. 

Faisal said Pakistan remained committed to the freedom of 
religion and protection of the rights of all minorities.

Earlier, Indian External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj ex-
pressed concern over the reported conversion and promised to 
take up the issue with Pakistani authorities.

 

China urges US to main-
tain healthy bilateral ties
Beijing, Dec 21 (IANS) China’s Ministry of Commerce on 

Thursday urged the US to work with Beijing to maintain healthy 
and stable bilateral ties.

“Abandoning the Cold War mentality and hegemony, the 
world’s two largest economies would maintain win-win coop-
eration and mutual development and together could push pros-
perity in the global economy,” ministry spokesman Gao Feng 
told a press briefing.

Commenting on the newly released US national security 
strategy report, Gao said the report had raised global concerns 
about the stability of the world’s economy.

The report, released by US President Donald Trump on Mon-
day, refers to China and Russia as “revisionist powers” and lists 
them as competitors seeking to alter the status quo that favours 
Washington.

“As the world’s economic recovery remained sluggish, a stable 
expectation would be crucial for maintaining the recovery mo-
mentum,” Gao said.

“China has never engaged in, and will never pursue so-called 
economic aggression policies,” the spokesman added.

7 killed in firing, explo-
sion in Pakistan

Islamabad, Dec 21 (IANS) At least seven people were 
killed and four injured on Thursday in an incident of fir-
ing and a landmine explosion in Pakistan’s Balochistan 
province.

Six people were killed and four injured when unidenti-
fied gunmen stormed a house in Dera Bugti’s Toba No-
kani area of the province and opened indiscriminate fire, 
paramilitary sources said, Dawn reported.

The armed men entered the house of a man identified 
as Gujjar, killing him, his two wives and three children.

As the injured were being transferred to a hospital, their 
vehicle hit a landmine. One person was killed in the ensu-
ing explosion.

China, Pakistan, Afghanistan 
Foreign Ministers to meet

Beijing, Dec 21 (IANS) Foreign ministers of China, Paki-
stan and Afghanistan will meet in Beijing on December 
26 for discussions on development and security, an offi-
cial said on Thursday. “It will be the first meeting of its 
kind since the three countries agreed to establish a trilat-
eral dialogue mechanism in June,” said Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Hua Chunying at a news briefing.

“Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and his Pakistani 
and Afghan counterparts will have an in-depth exchange 
on political mutual trust and reconciliation, development 
and connectivity, security cooperation and counterterror-
ism,” Hua was quoted as saying by Xinhua news agency.

“China hopes this meeting will help improve Afghani-
stan-Pakistan relations, promote trilateral cooperation 
and contribute to regional peace, stability and develop-
ment,” she added.

WORLD SNIPPETS

US museum buys Spanish 
Hebrew Bible from 14th century

Pakistan to release 291
 Indian fishermen

New York, Dec 21 
(IANS) The Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art here 
has purchased a Hebrew 
Bible produced in the 
Spanish region of Castile 
in the 14th century, ac-
quiring the illuminated 
tome at an auction at So-
theby’s along with other 
objects of Judaica.

Sotheby’s said the 
“magnificently illumi-
nated” work was the 
most important piece in 
the collection. Initially 
it was to be auctioned 
for an estimated price of 
between $3.5 million and 
$5 million, Efe news re-
ported.

The Bible was bought 
privately by the museum 
for an unspecified sum.

Earlier belonging to 
Swiss art collector and 
investor Jaqui E. Safra, 

the work was a “notable 
testimony” to the trans-
cultural influences in 
Medieval Spain, accord-
ing to the auction house.

Safra said the Bible 
could not have found 
a better home than the 
Metropolitan Museum of 
Art.

The museum’s medi-
eval art curator, Melanie 
Holcomb, emphasized 
that the Bible will com-
pletely transform the fa-
cility’s art exhibit on Me-
dieval Spain, reminding 
the public of the impor-
tant way in which that 
period was a vibrant and 
heterogeneous society.

The work is the earli-
est known complete il-
luminated Hebrew Bible 
from Spain ever to be 
auctioned and it is an 
outstanding example in 

many ways, being one 
of only six complete, 
decorated Hebrew Bibles 
known to be in private 
hands.

Sotheby’s said the 
production of Hebrew 
Bibles flourished in Cas-
tile starting in 1230, al-
though the effort waned 
a century later due to the 
persecution of Jews and 
the deterioration of their 
political and economic 
situation in Iberia.

Just three illumi-
nated Hebrew Bibles 
from 14th-century Cas-
tile have survived and 
thus the specimen pur-
chased by the museum 
is “incredibly unique” 
for the “high quality of 
its parchment, the gener-
ous quantity of its carpet 
pages and the lavishness 
of their design”.

Islamabad, Dec 21 (IANS) 
Pakistan on Thursday said it 
will release 291 Indian fisher-
men, held for allegedly violat-
ing its territorial waters, as a 
goodwill gesture.

The fishermen will be re-
leased in two phases on De-
cember 29 and January 8 via 
Wagah Border, Foreign Office 
spokesperson Mohammad 
Faisal said. Earlier on October 
27, Pakistan released 68 Indian 
fishermen.

According to an official re-
port released early in Decem-
ber, more than 500 Indians, 
mostly fishermen, are languish-
ing in various jails in Pakistan. 

The Interior Ministry said 
there were a total of 996 for-
eign nationals, including 527 
Indians, in Pakistani jails. They 
have been imprisoned for al-
leged involvement in various 
crimes, including terrorism, 
murder, drug smuggling, and 
for entering the country il-

legally. The Interior Ministry 
said there were a total of 996 
foreign nationals, including 
527 Indians, in Pakistani jails. 
They have been imprisoned for 
alleged involvement in various 
crimes, including terrorism, 
murder, drug smuggling, and 
for entering the country ille-
gally.

Fishermen from Pakistan and 
India are frequently taken in to 
custody for illegally fishing in 
each other’s territorial waters 
since the Arabian Sea does not 
have a clearly defined marine 
border and the wooden boats, 
used by them, lack the tech-
nology to avoid drifting away. 
Fishermen from Pakistan and 
India are frequently taken in to 
custody for illegally fishing in 
each other’s territorial waters 
since the Arabian Sea does not 
have a clearly defined marine 
border and the wooden boats, 
used by them, lack the technol-
ogy to avoid drifting away.

London, Dec 21 (IANS) Damian 
Green, one of British Prime Minis-
ter Theresa May’s closest allies, was 
sacked as the first secretary of state 
after admitting that he lied about 
the presence of pornographic im-
ages on his House of Commons 
computer, the media reported.

An investigation by Cabinet Sec-
retary Jeremy Heywood found that 
Green’s vehement denials after a 
Sunday daily reported that porn 
had been found on his computer 
were “inaccurate and misleading”, 
the Guardian reported.

His departure on Wednesday 
night was a personal blow for May, 
who brought him into Downing 
Street after her majority was wiped 
out in June’s general election to 
help shore up her authority. Green, 
61, is the third cabinet minister to 

step aside since early November, 
following the departures of former 
Secretary of State for Defence Mi-
chael Fallon and former Secretary 
of State for International Develop-
ment Priti Patel. In his resignation 
letter, Green continued to maintain 
that he did not “download or view” 
the pornography, but added that 
he “should have been clear in my 
press statements”, that his lawyers 
were informed about its presence 
in 2008 - and that he discussed it 
with the police in 2013.

He also apologised for making 
writer Kate Maltby feel uncom-
fortable in 2015. Heywood found 
Green had twice breached the min-
isterial code, because his mislead-
ing comments had fallen short of 
the “seven principles of public life”, 
one of which is honesty.

Seoul, Dec 21 (IANS) 
South Korea on Thurs-
day fired warning shots 
towards North Korea as 
Pyongyang’s forces were 
trying to locate a soldier 
who crossed the border 
and defected to the South 
earlier in the day, a De-
fence Ministry spokesman 
said here.

The South Korean mili-
tary first issued a warning 
through its loudspeak-
ers when it saw a group 
of North Korean border 
guards approach the Mili-
tary Demarcation Line, 
the effective border line 
between the two coun-
tries, the spokesman told 
Efe news.

As North Korea appar-

ently ignored the warning, 
several shots were fired, 
the spokesman said, add-
ing that North Korea’s 
border patrol then decid-
ed to back down.

Shortly afterwards, 
the South Korean troops 
heard several warning 
shots coming from the 
North.

The North Korean sol-
dier appeared in front of 
a South Korean border 
guard post at 8.04 a.m. 
after having crossed the 
western side of the border.

This is the fourth North 
Korean soldier to defect to 
the South this year.

The soldier was the first 
one since the dramatic de-
fection of a trooper who 

was shot five times by the 
North Korean army on 
November 13 during his 
escape through the Joint 
Security Area, the only 
border area where sol-
diers of the two countries 
are stationed face to face. 
The soldier was the first 
one since the dramatic 
defection of a trooper who 
was shot five times by the 
North Korean army on 
November 13 during his 
escape through the Joint 
Security Area, the only 
border area where soldiers 
of the two countries are 
stationed face to face.

The defections have 
triggered tensions along 
the border line of the two 
countries. 

S.Korea fires warning shots 
after N.Korean soldier defects 

Senior UK minister sacked 
after porn allegations 

2 arrested after 
car drives into 
pedestrians in 

Melbourne 

UN Jerusalem vote: Trump threatens 
countries with aid withdrawal

Canberra, Dec 21 (IANS) Two men were arrest-
ed on Thursday after a car drove into a crowd of 
pedestrians outside Melbourne’s iconic Flinders 
Street station, the Australian police said.

The incident left 19 people injured, four of 
whom were in critical condition, Victoria Police 
Acting Chief Commissioner Shane Patton said.

Among them was a pre-school age child who 
was taken to hospital with a head injury and was 
in a serious condition, CNN reported.

Patton told reporters that the driver of the ve-
hicle was a 32-year-old Australian citizen of Af-
ghan descent known to police but only for minor 
offences. Patton said that while the crash was con-
sidered to be deliberate, there was no evidence of 
a link to terrorism. He added that the driver had a 
history of drug use and mental health issues.

The second man who was detained at the scene 
was observed filming the incident on his mobile 
phone. Arresting officers found three knives in his 
possession. Patton and Victoria Premier Daniel An-
drews, who described the incident as “an evil, cow-
ardly act”, highlighted the fact that investigators 
believed the incident to be “singular” in nature. 

The authorities did not raise the terror threat 
level, encouraging people to continue enjoying 
the festive period. “You should come in, go to the 
carols, go to the cricket, continue to enjoy your-
selves”, Patton said.

Images from the scene showed a number of 
people lying on the ground close to a large white 
vehicle. One witness told radio station 3AW the 
car had “just mowed everybody down, people 
were flying everywhere”. In January, six people 
died when a man drove a car into pedestrians 
on Bourke Street. Afterwards, city authorities in-
stalled concrete blocks in various locations -- in-
cluding on Flinders Street -- hoping to prevent 
vehicle-based attacks.

Washington, Dec 21 (IANS) US 
President Donald Trump has threat-
ened to cut off American aid to any 
country that votes for a resolution at 
the UN condemning his decision to 
recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

At a Cabinet meeting at the White 
House, Trump said he would be 
“watching those votes” in the General 
Assembly when it meets in emergen-
cy session on Thursday over the US 
Jerusalem decision that has come un-
der widespread flak, the Washington 
Post reported.

“They take hundreds of millions 
of dollars and even billions of dollars 
and then they vote against us,” he 
said. “Well, we’ll be watching those 
votes. Let them vote against us; we’ll 
save a lot. We don’t care.

“But this isn’t like it used to be, 
where they could vote against you, 
and then you pay them hundreds of 
millions of dollars and nobody knows 

what they’re doing.” Trump ended 
by asserting: “We’re not going to be 
taken advantage of any longer.”

The President’s remarks came after 
Nikki Haley, the US ambassador to 
the UN, warned on Twitter that “the 
US will be taking names” of countries 
that support the resolution. 

And in a letter she sent to more than 
180 UN ambassadors of member na-
tions, she said she would report back 
to Trump on how they voted. “We will 
take note of each and every vote on 
this issue,” she wrote.

The UN General Assembly will 
meet for a rare emergency session 
to discuss the status of Jerusalem on 
Thursday after the US vetoed ear-
lier an Egypt-drafted request asking 
Washington to withdraw its decision 
to recognize the city as Israel’s capital.

The US on Monday vetoed a Secu-
rity Council draft resolution on the 
status of Jerusalem.

All other 14 members of the Se-
curity Council voted in favour of the 
Egyptian-drafted text. But as the US, 
a permanent member of the Security 
Council, has veto power, the draft res-
olution failed to be adopted.

Washington’s threat to cut aid was 
swiftly criticized by Turkey, which ac-
cused the White House of further iso-
lating itself through its threats.

“We expect strong support at the 
UN vote, but we see that the US, 
which was left alone, is now resorting 
to threats,” Turkish Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu said before leaving 
Istanbul for New York. 

“No honourable, dignified country 
would bow down to this pressure.”

Derek H. Chollet, who served in the 
Obama administration, said: “This is 
an empty threat. Some of the coun-
tries Trump professes to be most 
admiring of would be caught in the 
cross-hairs of this.”

85% of young Chinese 
pressurised by family to marry

Beijing, Dec 21 (IANS) 
Over 85 per cent of young 
Chinese were pressurised 
by older family mem-
bers into getting mar-
ried, a survey revealed on 
Thursday.

More than 69 per cent 
of the youngsters sur-
veyed by the China Youth 
Daily said they felt pres-
sure when being pushed, 

reports Xinhua news 
agency.

“I plan to get married 
before 30 but my parents 
always ask me to find a 
boyfriend soon. It makes 
me anxious whenever 
they push me,” said Hou 
Weiwei, 25.

The survey showed 
nearly half of respon-
dents were reluctant to 

chat with their parents 
because their parents 
mentioned marriage so 
frequently. 

More than 32 per cent 
were increasingly unwill-
ing to go home and more 
than 26 per cent have 
doubts about themselves.

Ling Zi, member of 
Zhejiang Mental Health 
Association, said that 

both parents and their 
children should receive 
education about mar-
riage.

“Young people should 
tie the knot after know-
ing their partners well, 
instead of rushing into a 
marriage because of age,” 
Ling said.

The survey questioned 
1,984 people who had 
reached or were over the 
legal age for marriage in 
China, 22 for men and 20 
for women.
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Mumbai, Dec 21 (IANS) Announcing the 
largest ever debt reduction exercise by an 
Indian corporate, Reliance Infrastructure 
(RInfra) on Thursday said it has signed a 
definite agreement for the sale of its Mum-
bai power business to Adani Transmission 
Ltd for a total consideration of Rs 18,800 
crore.

While the total deal value of the sale of 
the Mumbai power utility Reliance Energy 
is Rs 13,251 crore, regulatory assets esti-
mated at Rs 5,000 crore and net working 
capital on closing estimated at Rs 550 crore 
would also accrue to RInfra as part of the 
agreement, a company release said here. 

“Reliance Infrastructure Ltd today an-
nounced signing of a definitive binding 
agreement with Adani Transmission Ltd 
(ATL) for 100 per cent stake sale of its 

Mumbai power business, which includes 
the integrated business of generation, 
transmission and distribution of power for 
Mumbai,” it said. 

“Total deal value is at Rs 13,251 crore. 

This comprises of business valued at Rs 
12,101 crore and regulatory assets ap-
proved so far of Rs 1,150 crore. In addition, 
regulatory assets under approval estimat-
ed at Rs 5,000 crore and net working capi-

tal on closing estimated at Rs 550 crore will 
flow directly to RInfra. 

“Total consideration value is estimated 
at Rs 18,800 crore,” it said. “Reliance Infra-
structure Ltd today announced signing of 
a definitive binding agreement with Adani 
Transmission Ltd (ATL) for 100 per cent 
stake sale of its Mumbai power business, 
which includes the integrated business of 
generation, transmission and distribution 
of power for Mumbai,” it said. 

“RInfra will utilize the proceeds of this 
transformative transaction entirely to re-
duce its debt, becoming debt free and up 
to Rs 3,000 crore cash surplus,” the state-
ment added.  The proposed transaction is 
subject to the customary approvals. 

Describing the deal as the largest ever 
debt reducing exercise by any corporate, 

RInfra said that monetisation of the Mum-
bai power business is a major step in the 
companmy’s deleveraging strategy for fu-
ture growth.

“Reliance Infra’s Mumbai power busi-
ness (known as Reliance Energy) is India’s 
largest private sector integrated power 
utility distributing power to nearly 3 mil-
lion residential, industrial and commercial 
consumers in the suburbs of Mumbai, cov-
ering an area of 400 sq km,” the statement 
said. The Mumbai utility caters to a peak 
demand of over 1,800 MW, with annual 
revenues of Rs 7,500 crore with stable cash 
flows, it added.  RInfra also said that, go-
ing forward, it will focus on upcoming op-
portunities in the asset-light engineering, 
procurement and construction, as well as 
defence businesses. 

RInfra’s Rs 18,800 cr deal to sell Mumbai 
power business to Adanis

Telecom stocks rise after 2G verdict
Mumbai, Dec 21 (IANS) Telecom stocks 

rose during post-noon trade session on 
Thursday after a Delhi court acquitted all 
the accused in the alleged multi-thousand 
crore rupee 2G spectrum scandal.

At 12.40 p.m., scrip of Reliance Commu-
nications rose by 9.15 per cent to Rs 18.85 
from its previous close.

Similarly, stock of Idea Cellular gained 
by 3.72 per cent to Rs 101.70.

In addition, share price of real estate 
major Unitech, which was alleged to have 
been involved in the scam rose by 12.99 
per cent to Rs 8.00.

However, industry major Airtel’s stocks 
traded on a flat-to-negative note. The 

stock price slipped by 0.49 per cent to Rs 
528.60. The upward movement in telecom 
stocks’ prices came after Special Judge 
O.P. Saini acquitted all the accused, in-
cluding then Telecom Minister A. Raja 
and DMK MP Kanimozhi, in both the cas-
es filed by the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) and Enforcement Directorate 

(ED). The alleged scam on the issuance of 
licences and allocation of 2G spectrum by 
the Department of Telecom occurred dur-
ing the Congress-led UPA government’s 
first tenure in 2008, but was widely re-
ported in 2010 following a report by the 
Comptroller and Auditor General of India 
(CAG).

Agartala, Dec 21 (IANS) The Tripura Gramin Bank 
(TGB), one of India’s 56 regional rural banks (RRBs), 
posted net profit of Rs 35.98 crore up to September in 
current fiscal (2017-18). The bank has been notching 
profits successively for the past 17 years, the bank’s 
chairman said here on Thursday.

According to the TGB chief, the bank is the only RRB 
in the northeastern region, comprising eight states, that 
has been making profit successively.

Supervised by United Bank of India (UBI), the TGB, 
which is celebrating its 42nd anniversary on Thursday 
grew its volume of business (up to September) to Rs 
7,803 crore, which is 14.27 per cent more than the cor-
responding period of last financial year.

“The bank achieved a profit of Rs 35.98 crore up to 
September this year. This is 57.60 per cent higher than 
the corresponding period of last fiscal,” the TGB Chair-
man Mahendra Mohan Goswami told the media.

Accompanied by the bank’s general manager Dipan-
kar Ambuly, the bank chief said: “The bank currently has 
157 branches including 13 ultra small branches (USB) 
across Tripura. The TGB’s per branch business has gone 
up to Rs 54.19 crore in the current fiscal against Rs 47.42 
crore in the previous period. Per employee business has 
also gone up to Rs 9.48 crore (up to September in 2017-
18 fiscal) against Rs 8.80 crore in the previous period.”

Goswami said the bank’s Credit Deposit Ratio (CDR) 
currently stood at 36.79 per cent against the national 
banks’ (functioning in the state) CDR of 43 per cent.

According to the official, the TGB’s CRAR (Capital 
to Risk Assets Ratio) has gone down to 19.66 per cent 
against 20.76 per cent in 2016-17. However, this CRAR is 
much higher than the Reserve Bank of India’s stipulated 
ratio of 9 per cent.

The bank, which has over 70 per cent branches in ru-
ral areas, also has Aadhaar-enabled 225 micro ATMs and 

190 business correspondents to hand out money and 
other banking services at the doorsteps of customers.

The TGB is the first RRB in India to have been accord-
ed permission by the RBI to start treasury function of the 
Tripura government and open a currency chest.

The bank official said that to encourage entrepreneur-
ship among the rural youth and avoid guarantor sys-
tem in getting loans from the bank, since 2015-16 the 
Gramin Bank has started forming Joint Liability Group 
(JLG), and so far 4,084 such groups were formed involv-
ing 17,170 people. The TGB, which has opened 383,123 
bank accounts so far under the Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Dhan Yojana, is the first such bank in eastern India, has 
introduced several customer friendly services including 
Aadhaar Payment Bridge System.

Bhubaneswar, Dec 21 (IANS) Odisha Chief Min-
ister Naveen Patnaik on Thursday requested the 
Centre to release Rs 676.57 crore to pay the wages 
under the MGNREGA scheme till December 2017. 
In a letter to Union Rural Development Minister 
Narendra Singh Tomar, the Chief Minister sought 
his intervention for the release of the funds. Pat-
naik said the Centre was supposed to release Rs 
2,290.19 crore to the state by December-end but 
it had released only Rs 1,613.62 crore (including 
pending liability) till date, denoting a shortfall of 
Rs 676.57 crore. The Chief Minister urged for the 
release of the funds or permission to the Odisha 
government to disburse wages to the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Act (MGNREGA) scheme workers through e-FMS 
mode out of its own funds, subject to reconcilia-
tion of the amount on receipt of necessary allo-
cation from the Ministry. request for utilisation 
of the corpus funds was sent to the Ministry on 
October 16.  “... the modalities for the release and 
recoupment of the funds may be finalised and 
communicated to the state at the earliest to ensure 
timely payment of wages to MGNREGA workers,” 
the Chief Minister said.

The state government has declared 5,958 villag-
es falling in 1,097 gram panchayats in 70 blocks in 

15 districts as drought-affected. Yet, labourers are 
not evincing interest in availing MGNREGA work 
due to non-distribution of wages on time.
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Odisha seeks 
release of Rs 676.57 
crore for MGNREGA 

wages

Bengaluru, Dec 21 (IANS) 
Driven by the Public Cloud 
expansion, the overall Indian 
server market witnessed a 
Year-over-Year (YoY) growth 
of 51.1 per cent in terms of 
revenue in the third quarter of 
2017, the International Data 
Corporation (IDC) said on 
Thursday. The server market 
reached $300.83 million in the 
third quarter of 2017 while the 
growth in the third quarter of 
2016 was $199.05 million, ac-
cording to the IDC “Asia-Pacif-
ic Quarterly Server Tracker” Q3 
2017 report.

The growth resulted from the 
expansion of Data Centres and 
increase spending from Public 
Cloud players during the third 
quarter this year. 

The “x86” server market grew 
89.7 per cent, with HPE leading 
with a share of 23.9 per cent (in 
terms of revenue), followed by 
Dell with revenue share of 18.0 
per cent and Cisco contribut-
ing for 8.6 per cent of revenue 
share in the third quarter.

“Professional services, man-
ufacturing and BFSI are the 

next growth verticals, so posi-
tioning vertical-focused strate-
gies and programmes specific 
to partner would yield good 
results for vendors,” Harshal 
Udatewar, Server Market Ana-
lyst, IDC India, said in a state-
ment.

The growth of “x86” platform 
was also co-related to the fact 
that Linux is becoming the OS 
of choice for enterprises run-
ning new age workloads, the 
report added.

“Enterprises need to offer a 
clear messaging and differen-
tiated solution around Hybrid 
Cloud where features beyond 
hardware capabilities become 
crucial,” added Sharyathi 
Nagesh, Senior Research Man-
ager, Enterprise Infrastructure, 
IDC India.

The “non-x86” market de-
clined annually by 11.2 per 
cent to reach $30.95 million in 
the third quarter. In terms of 
revenue, IBM made a come-
back accounting for 59.8 per 
cent of market share, followed 
by HPE with the share of 25.6 
percent during Q3 2017.

Public Cloud helped 
Indian server market 

grow 51.1% in Q3

Tripura Gramin Bank notched 
profit for 17 consecutive 

years: Official

New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS) After registering a 
27 per cent growth in mobile business revenue 
for the financial year 2016-17 -- touching a 
mammoth Rs 34,300 crore -- Samsung has be-
come the undisputed leader in the highly com-
petitive and price-sensitive domestic smart-
phone market. “Samsung continues to be 
India’s smartphone leader by a fair distance. 
We are growing across segments -- premium, 
mid-segment and affordable,” Asim Warsi, 
Global Vice President, Samsung India, said in 
a statement on Thursday. 

“Our ears are firmly to the ground and this 
helps us deliver the best smartphone experi-
ence to our consumers and that is helping us 
gain the trust of consumers. We will sustain 
and consolidate our leadership in the smart-
phone industry,” Warsi added. With this kind of 
growth, Samsung has eclipsed the sales of key 
Chinese brands such as Xiaomi, OPPO, Vivo, 
Lenovo and even the Cupertino-based giant 
Apple. “We continue to be the market leader 
in India by a distance and through our inno-
vations and trust and love of our consumers, 
we will sustain and consolidate our leadership 
in the smartphone industry over the next few 
years,” Samsung said. The South Korean giant 
had 60 per cent market share (by value) in the 
premium segment for the August-September-
October period, according to German market 
research firm GfK. For the overall smartphone 
market, Samsung had over 45 per cent market 

share (by value) for the last three months.
“Every third smartphone sold in India is a 

Galaxy J series smartphone,” the company 
said. According to a recent IDC report, with 
a market share of 23.5 per cent and having 
shipped 9.2 million smartphones in the third 
quarter this year, Xiaomi became the fastest-
growing smartphone brand with a growth 
rate of nearly 300 per cent (year-on-year) in 
the third quarter this year. According to IDC, 
Xiaomi had 23.5 per cent market share in In-
dia, similar to Samsung, the Lenovo-Motorola 
combine was at 9 per cent, Vivo at 8.5 per cent 
and OPPO at 7.9 per cent. “German research 
firm GfK reports final consumption which is 
the most important measure of market share. 
Shipments are important but they don’t tell 
the final market share. The real share is what 
I sold out to my customers and here, we are 
pretty strong,” Warsi told IANS during a recent 
interview. “Our supply chain is very efficient 
and lean till the retailers’ end. We don’t do big 
imports, ship and create massive inventories. 
We pulse the supply chain system based on the 
changing demand and the seasons in India,” 
Warsi explained.The South Korean giant re-
cently announced that it would invest Rs 4,915 
crore in expanding its Noida manufacturing 
plant. “The Indian smartphone market is very 
encouraging and will keep growing in double 
digits. Wait for some industry-disrupting fea-
tures soon from us,” Warsi said.

With Rs 34,300 cr revenue, 
Samsung undisputed India 

handset market leader
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Mumbai, Dec 21 (IANS) Key In-
dian equity indices on Thursday 
provisionally closed on a flat-to-
negative note on the back of broad-
ly negative global cues, along with 
heavy selling in auto stocks.

Automobile major Mahindra 
and Mahindra -- which plunged 
over 3 per cent -- was the top loser 
on the BSE followed by Axis Bank, 
Maruti Suzuki, Hindustan Unilever 
and Bajaj Auto. 

Telcom stocks like Reliance 
Communications (RCom) (up 4.05 
per cent) and Idea Cellular (up 3.37 
per cent) closed higher after a Del-
hi court acquitted all the accused 
in the alleged multi-thousand 
crore rupee 2G spectrum scandal.

The wider Nifty50 of the National 
Stock Exchange (NSE) inched low-
er by 3.90 points or 0.04 per cent to 

provisionally close (at 3.30 p.m.) at 
10,440.30 points.

The barometer 30-scrip Sensitive 
Index (Sensex) of the BSE, which 
opened at 33,826.25 points, closed 
at 33,756.28 points -- down 21.10 

points or 0.06 per cent -- from its 
previous close.

The Sensex touched a high of 
33,860.99 points and a low of 
33,707.80 points during the intra-
day trade.

However, the BSE market 
breadth remained was bullish as 
1,701 stocks advanced as com-
pared to 1,014 declines.

On Wednesday, the key indices 
closed in the red as weak global 
cues, coupled with heavy sell-
ing pressure in banking and auto 
stocks and huge outflow of foreign 
funds, hampered investors’ risk-
taking appetite.

On a closing basis, the Sensex 
closed at 33,777.38 points -- down 
59.36 points or 0.18 per cent and 
the Nifty50 closed lower by 19 
points or 0.18 per cent at 10,444.20 
points.

The BSE Sensex touched a re-
cord high of 33,956.31 points on an 
intra-day basis, while the NSE Nif-
ty50 edged higher to a new intra-
day level of 10,494.45 points.

Equity indices close marginally lower, 
RCom stocks gain

2G allotment was faulty, corrupt; 
investigating agency will decide 

further step: Manoj Sinha
New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS) Communi-

cations Minister Manoj Sinha on Thurs-
day said the next course of action on 
the 2G issue would be decided by the 
investigating agencies, adding that the 
2G spectrum allotment was arbitrary, 
faulty and corrupt.

He also said the NDA government’s 
realisation through spectrum auction 
was robust.

Asked what will the government do 
with the 122 licences that the Supreme 
Court had quashed on February 2012, 
Sinha said: “The government does not 
want to comment anything on the court 
decision now. Investigating agencies 
will take further decision. The govern-
ment will ponder on it after that. The 

Supreme Court had already given its 
verdict. 2G spectrum auction was arbi-
trary, faulty and corrupt.” 

Sinha was speaking to reporters at a 
press meet at Department of Telecom-
munications here after the special CBI 
court acquitted all the accused in the 
case which was decided after seven 
years.

He said in 2001 the government de-
cided to allot spectrum on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. “But in 2008 they (UPA 
government) decided to make spectrum 
allocation as first-come, first-pay.”

Sinha added that CVC had criticised 
the earlier UPA government over the 2G 
spectrum auction while it had applaud-
ed the NDA for the 2015, 2016 auctions.

Dell expands Inspiron notebook 
line-up in India

Pay utility bills through 
Samsung Pay

New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS) Refreshing its 
Inspiron series in India, Dell on Thursday 
launched three ultra-slim notebooks -- “In-
spiron 13 7000” 2-in-1 (7373), “Inspiron 15 
7000” (7570) and “Inspiron 13 5000” (5370).

“Inspiron 13 7000” 2-in-1 (7373) has been 
launched for Rs 76,290 for core i5 chipset and 
Rs 96,190 for core i7 processor variant.

“Inspiron 15 7000” (7570) will be available 
at Rs 77,190 for core i5 chip and Rs 88,690 for 

core i7 chipset while Inspiron 13 5000” (5370) 
will be available at Rs 60,690 for core i5 and 
Rs 75,790 for core i7 processor variants.

“We have brought in durability and long-
lasting strength in encased anodised alumi-
num body. The new Inspiron family is every 
bit striking and versatile, all clubbed into a 
light-weight design,” Alen Joe Jose, Product 
Marketing Director, Consumer and Small 
Business, Dell India, said in a statement.

The new Inspiron notebooks sport a thin-
ner and lighter build with integrated high-
performance and are dedicated to offering 
a high quality entertainment to users, the 
company claimed. “Inspiron 15 7000” (7570) 
features a 15-inch thin bezels display en-
cased in brushed aluminum body. 

It comes with dual drive options with up to 
256 GB SSD and up to 1TB HDD and offers 
up to nine hours of battery life.

“Inspiron 13 7000” 2-in-1 (7373) has a FHD 
IPS touch display with “SmartByte” stream-
ing technology.

The device has Quick-Charge enabled bat-
tery that lets users go from zero to ready-
to-go in 15 minutes. It also offers improved 
security with infrared camera and “Windows 
Hello”.

Dell “Inspiron 13 5000” (5370) offers a 13-
inch FHD IPS display with “Smartbyte” and 
immersive audio technology by MaxxAudio 
Pro.

The device features log-in with fingerprint 
reader feature and “Windows Hello”.

Bengaluru, Dec 21 (IANS) Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) could add $957 billion to the 
Indian economy by changing the nature of 
work to create better outcomes for businesses 
and society, a new Accenture report said on 
Thursday.

AI has the potential to increase India’s an-
nual growth rate of gross value added (GVA) 
by 1.3 percentage points, lifting the country’s 
income by 15 percent in 2035, said the report 
titled “’Rewire for Growth”.

“The time to act is now. With the right in-

vestments, AI can create a flywheel effect ‘lib-
erating’ people to create long term economic 
and societal value,” said Rekha M Menon, 
Senior Managing Director and Chairman, Ac-
centure India.

For AI to realise its full potential, India 
needs to develop a long-term vision and ac-
tion plan that unites the ecosystem, and ad-
dresses technical and ethical questions as 
they arise.

“Increase spending on core AI research, 
facilitate ecosystem collaboration for inno-

vation, and create opportunities for smaller 
players,” the report added.

Investing in building multidisciplinary and 
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, 
arts and mathematics) demanded by AI will 
be the key, it said.

“The economic boost will be driven by in-
novative AI technologies that enable people 
to make more efficient use of their time and 
do what humans do best -- create, imagine 
and innovate new things,” Menon added.

Big businesses will play a key role in un-
locking the economic value of AI, with more 
than 88 per cent of businesses in India sur-
veyed by Accenture earlier expecting to make 
moderate-to-extensive investments in one or 
more AI-related technologies over the next 
three years. 

New York, Dec 21 (IANS) Sev-
eral big companies are posting 
recruitment ads on Facebook 
which are only visible to a cer-
tain age group and selectively 
exclude older workers from see-
ing those job postings, an inves-
tigation has revealed.

The joint investigation by US-
based non-profit organisation 
ProPublica and The New York 
Times found companies like Ve-
rizon, Amazon, Goldman Sachs, 
Target and Facebook place re-
cruitment ads limited to particu-
lar age groups.

“The ability of advertisers 
to deliver their message to the 

precise audience most likely to 
respond is the cornerstone of 
Facebook’s business model. But 
using the system to expose job 
opportunities only to certain 
age groups has raised concerns 
about fairness to older workers,” 
the report said on Wednesday.

“It’s blatantly unlawful,” Deb-
ra Katz, a Washington-based em-
ployment lawyer said.

The US Federal Age Discrimi-

nation in Employment Act pro-
hibits bias against people 40 or 
older in hiring or employment.

“We completely reject the alle-
gation that these advertisements 
are discriminatory,” Rob Gold-
man, a Facebook Vice President, 
told ProPublica.

Some companies defended 
their targeting as a part of a 
broader recruitment strategy 
that reached candidates of all 

ages. “We recently audited our 
recruiting ads on Facebook and 
discovered some had targeting 
that was inconsistent with our 
approach of searching for any 
candidate over the age of 18. We 
have corrected those ads,” said 
Nina Lindsey, a spokeswoman 
for Amazon.

Facebook this year launched a 
section of its platform devoted to 
job ads.

New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS) Sam-
sung India on Thursday announced 
to add a bill payments feature to 
its mobile payments service Sam-
sung Pay. “Consumers will be able 
to pay their utility bills seamlessly 
through Samsung Pay, set remind-
ers and search favourite biller 
based on their current location,” 
Sanjay Razdan, Director, Samsung 
India, said in a statement.

Users can pay their mobile, land-
line telephone, electricity, gas, wa-

ter and DTH bills using the feature 
which is facilitated by the National 
Payments Corporation of India’s 
(NPCI) Bharat Bill Payments Sys-
tem (BBPS).

Samsung Pay debuted in India 
in March and works with the com-
pany’s patented Magnetic Secure 
Transmission (MST) technology 
as well as with Near Field Commu-
nication (NFC). Apart from India, 
Samsung Pay is now available in 
12 global markets, including South 
Korea, the US, China, Spain, Singa-
pore, Australia, Puerto Rico, Brazil, 
Russia, Thailand and Malaysia.

Its partners include Axis Bank, 
HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, SBI 
Cards, Standard Chartered Bank 
and Citibank and payment gate-
ways Visa, MasterCard and Ameri-
can Express.

Shanghai, Dec 21 (IANS) Software 
major Tech Mahindra on Thursday 
announced a partnership with glob-
al management consulting firm Gao 
Feng Advisory Company to set up a 
joint Artificial Intelligence (AI) lab in 
Shanghai.

The lab will work in the areas of 
futuristic digital technologies in-
cluding AI chatbot Services, smart 
process automation, Neuro-linguis-
tic programming (NLP), image rec-
ognition and processing, Machine 
Learning (ML) and Predictive Ana-
lytics. 

“China has become breeding 
ground for the adoption of new 
technologies and innovation. We are 
operating our engineering services 
business for more than 15 years in 
China with over 500 engagements 
and feel that we can provide solu-
tions to the complex problems of 
our customers,” said Karthikeyan 
Natarajan, Senior Vice President and 
Global Head of Integrated Engineer-
ing Solutions, Tech Mahindra.

The lab will combine Augmented 
Reality (AR), Virtual Reality (VR) and 
Mixed Reality (MR) technologies to 
develop solutions for manufacturing 
industry and reduce maintenance 
cost, accelerate manufacturing au-
tomation and digital manufacturing 
initiatives.

“Our AI Lab in Shanghai will en-
able customers to reduce their prod-
uct development cost through Agile/

Devops process methodologies and 
AI-based testing and automation 
frameworks,” Natarajan added.

The lab will leverage Tech Ma-
hindra’s RPA (Robotic Process Au-
tomation) and IoT frameworks and 
ecosystem to develop AI chatbot for 
customer applications.

Gao Feng Advisory Company is 
a global strategy and management 
consulting firm with strong roots in 
China.The lab will work in the areas 
of futuristic digital technologies in-
cluding AI chatbot Services, smart 
process automation, Neuro-linguis-
tic programming (NLP), image rec-
ognition and processing, Machine 
Learning (ML) and Predictive Ana-
lytics. 

“The partnership with Tech Ma-
hindra and setting up of AI lab allows 
Gao Feng to offer our clients a broad 
set of capabilities beyond those typi-
cally found among strategy consul-
tancies, leveraging deep expertise 
in the area of Artificial intelligence, 
IoT and Predictive Analytics,” noted 
Dr Edward Tse, Founder and CEO of 
Gao Feng.

Tech Mahindra is part of the $19 
billion Mahindra Group that em-
ploys more than 200,000 people in 
over 100 countries. 

Tech Mahindra itself is a $4.5 bil-
lion company with 115,850 profes-
sionals across 90 countries, helping 
over 864 global customers including 
Fortune 500 companies. 

Tech Mahindra partners 
with Gao Feng to open AI 

lab in Shanghai

Artificial Intelligence can infuse 
$957 bn into Indian economy

Job ads on Facebook selectively ig-
noring older workforce: Report
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New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS) Smartwatches, led by Apple Watch, are ex-
pected to ship 71.5 million units by 2021, up from 31.6 million in 2017, 
global market research firm IDC said on Thursday.

The Cupertino-based giant in September launched Apple Watch Series 
3 with a built-in cellular to let users stay connected, make calls, receive 
texts and more, even if the iPhone is not nearby. The third-generation Ap-
ple Watch is also a health and fitness companion with intelligent coaching 
features, water resistance 50 metres and a new barometric altimeter that 

measures relative elevation. 
Apple Watch Series 3 (GPS + Cellular) features a full LTE cellular radio 

that switches seamlessly to cellular when it is away from iPhone. The 
watch shares the same number as iPhone so there's no need to provide an 
additional number to family, friends or colleagues. According to the IDC, 
watches (both smart and basic) are expected to grow from 61.5 million 
in 2017 to 149.5 million in 2021 as more vendors -- particularly fashion 
brands -- and cellular connectivity built into smartwatches help to drive 
this category. "The move from wristbands to watches introduces addi-
tional revenue opportunities for vendors and distributors as average sell-
ing prices are expected to rise," Jitesh Ubrani, Senior Research Analyst, 
IDC Mobile Device Trackers, said in a statement. The wearables market 
is expected to grow from 113.2 million shipments in 2017 to 222.3 million 
in 2021 with a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 18.4 per cent, ac-
cording to the "IDC Worldwide Quarterly Wearable Device Tracker".

Apple Watch to help 
smartwatch shipments hit 

71.5 mn by 2021
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Injury rules out 
Junaid Khan 

from Pakistan’s 
NZ tour

KARACHI     DEC  21 (IANS) : 
Pakistan suffered another blow 
ahead of their tour to New Zealand 
after left-arm pacer Junaid Khan 
was ruled out with a stress fracture 
injury. Junaid, who featured 
prominently in the Pakistan 
pace battery in their Champions 
Trophy triumph this year and in 
subsequent international matches 
as well, has been advised at least 
four weeks rest.

“A scan has confirmed that he 
has an unhealed stress fracture 
in his foot which requires at least 
four weeks of healing period,” a 
Pakistan Cricket Board official said.

Junaid apparently suffered 
the injury while playing in the 
Bangladesh Premier League for 
Khulna Titans.

He complained off pain after 
returning to Pakistan and scans 
showed he had a stress fracture.

The 27-year-old Junaid, who has 
appeared in 22 Tests and 66 ODIs, 
has been injury prone in the past as 
well and had missed a tour to New 
Zealand and than the 2015 World 
Cup after being injured during nets.

Pakistan has already lost another 
left-arm pacer, Usman Shinwari to 
a stress fracture of the back ahead 
of the New Zealand tour where 
Pakistan will play a five-match ODI 
from January 6 followed by three 
T20 matches between the January 
22 and 28.

Pakistani selectors led by former 
captain, Inzamam-ul-Haq are due 
to watch the final of the Quaid-e-
Azam Trophy final in Karachi from 
today to access the fitness of some 
players before announcing the 
final squad for New Zealand.

Batsmen, Azhar Ali and 
Muhammad Hafeez, however, have 
been cleared for the tour.

Azhar also had injured his knee 
in September and underwent 
treatment in England but has made 
a strong comeback with a hundred 
in the tournament. Both will feature 
in the final for their domestic team, 
Sui Northern Gas.

In Junaid and Usman’s absence, 
Sohail Khan and Muhammad Irfan 
stand a good chance of making the 
tour to New Zealand.

Ellyse Perry 
declared ICC’s 

Women’s 
Cricketer of 

the Year

PERTH     21   (IANS) :  Ellyse 
Perry has cemented her status as 
the leading women’s cricketer in the 
world by winning the ICC Women’s 
Cricketer of the Year award. 

The Australian allrounder beat 
New Zealand’s Amy Satterthwaite 
and India’s Harmanpreet Kaur to the 
title. The award, named in honour of 
the pioneering Rachael Heyhoe-Flint 
was established following her death 
in January 2017.

Satterthwaite did have reason to 
celebrate at least, collecting the ODI 
Player of the Year award, for a year 
in which she scored 1183 runs in 24 
matches (between 21 September 
2016 and 21 December 2017), while 
Perry’s team-mate Beth Mooney was 
declared ICC’s Emerging Player of the 
Year as well as T20I Player of the Year.

Perry was outstanding in 
the 14-month period under 
consideration, scoring 905 runs and 
taking 22 wickets in ODIs. She starred 
in the one-off Ashes Test as well, 
scoring an unbeaten 213 and taking 
three wickets.

“This year has been a very special 
year for women’s cricket with 
many milestones reached, so it is a 
privilege and honour to receive the 
Rachael Heyhoe Flint Award,” Perry 
said in a statement.

ISL: Mumbai City FC beat NorthEast FC 2-0

Batra, Mehta to 
act as official 

spokespersons 
of IOA

GUWAHATI     DEC  21 (IANS) :    NorthEast 
United FC lost 0-2 to Mumbai City FC to 
suffer another home setback in Indian Super 
League at the Indira Gandhi Athletic Stadium 
on Wednesday. Balwant Singh scored on 
either side of half-time to ensure a 2-0 win for 
the Mumbai outfit.

NorthEast were on the attack from the start 
and were unlucky not to have scored in the 
fourth minute.

Luis Alfonso nicked the ball from Achille 
Emana in midfield and dribbled his way into 
the box to get his shot away. It beat custodian 
Amrinder Singh, but not the upright.

The 26th minute saw the home team miss a 
great chance. Halicharan Narzary whipped in 
a pass from the left flank to which Marcinho 
got a toe to set up Seiminlen Doungel.

An onrushing Amrinder, however, put 
Doungel off, and he couldn’t keep his shot 
on target. Three minutes later, Narzary 
fashioned a shot from a slightly acute angle, 
but it resulted in the ball just about sailing 
over the crossbar.

However, it was Mumbai City who took the 
lead against the run of play, and it was down 
to some lapse judgement from Highlanders’ 
keeper Ravi Kumar who was covering for a 
suspended TP Rehenesh.  Balwant got on the 
other side of the defence with the ball, but the 

NorthEast defenders could have probably 
covered back. Kumar though chose to rush 
out of the box, and Mumbai’s top scorer 
slotted the ball through his legs and into the 
goal for a 1-0 lead at the break for the visitors. 
NorthEast took the charge once more after 

the restart, and substitute Malemngamba 
Meitei stung Amrinder’s palms with a fierce 
shot after skipping away from his marker on 
the hour mark. Mumbai fashioned a couple 
of opportunities themselves within the next 
four minutes.

NEW DELHI     DEC  21 (IANS) 
:    Indian Olympic Association 
President Narinder Batra and 
Secretary General Rajeev Mehta will 
also act as its official spokespersons, 
the national sports apex body said 
on Thursday.

Batra and Mehta were elected as 
IOA president and secretary general 
in the elections held on December 
14. The IOA said its official views on 
any matter will be provided by Batra 
and Mehta only. Meanwhile, the 
IOA appointed Sandeep Mehta as its 
Chief Public Relation Officer.

Bowling first will be a good option in Indore: Pitch curator
INDORE    DEC      21   (IANS) : It will be a 

batting belter at the Holkar stadium for the 
second Twenty20 international between 
India and Sri Lanka but bowling first won’t 
be a bad option for the team that wins the 
toss, feels Madhya Pradesh CA curator 
Samandar Singh Chouhan.

During the first Twenty20 in Cuttack, dew 
affected the proceedings from the very first 
ball but it won’t come into play in Indore 
that early.

“It was cloudy here yesterday and there 
is same forecast for tomorrow. In that case, 
dew won’t fall before 7:30 or 7:45 which 
means first 10 overs won’t be affected by 
dew. Still, bowling first will be a good option 
for captain winning the toss,” Chouhan said.

“We have been using a chemical which 
prevents grass from getting wet. It causes 
dew to slip. We will use the substance 
tomorrow as well to negate the dew 

factor,” Chouhan added. Both Indian and 
Sri Lankan spinners struggled to grip the 

ball properly in Cuttack. India are leading 
the three-match series 1-0, having won 

the series opener by 93 runs in Cuttack on 
Wednesday. The distance of boundary has 
also been shortened by a yard and now it 
will be 69 yards.

During the first Twenty20 
in Cuttack, dew affected the 

proceedings from the very first 
ball but it won't come into play 

in Indore that early.
The distance of boundary has 
been shortened by a yard and 

now it will be 69 yards.
India are leading the three-

match series 1-0, having won 
the series opener by 93 runs.

Rohana cruises to four-shot win at 16th TATA Open

JAMSHEDPUR   DEC  21 (IANS) : Sri 
Lankan Anura Rohana returned with a 
clinical two-under-69 in the final round to 
cruise to a four-shot victory at the 16th TATA 
Open here on Sunday.

At the Rs. 1 crore event, Rohana totalled 
19-under-265 for the week to grab his second 
title of the season at the pristine Golmuri 
Golf Course. The quintet of Kolkata-based 
golfers Viraj Madappa (66) and Raju Ali 

Mollah (70), Gurgaon's Manu Gandas (68), 
Delhi's Shamim Khan (69) and Noida's 
Vikrant Chopra (69) finished joint runners-
up at 15-under-269.

The 44-year-old Rohana (69-61-66-69), the 
overnight leader by three shots, marched 
to his fifth PGTI title after driving home the 
advantage on the final day with five birdies 
against two bogeys. Rohana, who won his 
fifth PGTI title along with a winning cheque 

of Rs. 15 lakh on Sunday, never looked in any 
sort of trouble on day four. Despite a bogey 
on the first hole he kept his lead with pars on 
the next seven and a birdie on the ninth.

Rohana, who won on the PGTI in Pune 
earlier this year, went into attacking mode 
on the back-nine in order to build on his 
lead. He almost holed his approach from 45 
yards for eagle on the 10th where he finally 
picked a tap-in birdie.

A couple of quality birdie chip-putts on 
the 12th and 16th saw him home despite a 
couple of bogeys on the back-nine.

Rohana, who has now moved up from 
12th to third in the PGTI Order of Merit, 
said, “I began the day looking for a round of 
four to five under and was quite aggressive 
on the back-nine. That did the trick for me. 
The birdie on the 10th was the highlight of 
my round.

“I’m delighted with this win as it gives 
me a chance to contend for the PGTI Order 
of Merit title. I began the year with a top-5 
finish on the money list on my mind. I’ve 
almost achieved that goal.

“I now go to the season-ending event 
in Kolkata with loads of confidence as my 
ball-striking, chipping and putting are in 
great shape. It’s also terrific to emulate my 
countryman Mithun Perera who had also 
won the TATA open few years back.”

Birmingham named as 2022 Commonwealth Games host city
LONDON    DEC  21 (IANS) :  The English city 

of Birmingham was on Thursday confirmed 
as the host of the 2022 Commonwealth 
Games after a troubled bidding process. 
"We warmly congratulate Birmingham 
and England on today's announcement 
-- it is a defining moment for this truly 
Commonwealth city," Commonwealth 
Games Federation president Louise Martin 
told a press conference at Birmingham's 
Arena Academy.

The Games were originally awarded to 
Durban in 2015, but the South African city 
had the event taken away earlier this year 
for financial reasons. The quadrennial 
multisport event, involving members of 

the British Commonwealth of 
Nations, last took place in the 
United Kingdom in Glasgow in 
2014. After Durban was taken 
out of the running, Birmingham 
defeated a rival British bid from 
Liverpool to secure the support of 
the government in September.

But the Midlands city has had 
to wait almost three months to 
have its victory confirmed. The 
CGF extended the deadline for 
bids until the end of November, 
saying Birmingham's candidacy 
was "not fully compliant", and 
then announced a further delay 

as it sought guarantees from the 
city and government. The CGF 
is believed to have encouraged 
rival bids from Canada and 
Malaysia, both of which failed to 
materialise. But Martin thanked 
the two countries -- and Australia 
-- for their interest in hosting 
future Games and said all three 
countries had expressed interest 
in staging either the 2026 or 2030 
event. The budget for the 2022 
Games, which is expected to 
run from July 27 to August 7, is 
reported to be £750 million ($1 
billion, 845 million euros).
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Super 30, Krrish 4: 
Hrithik Roshan’s 
movie calendar 

for 2018-2019 will 
make you save the 

dates

The Greek god of Bollywood, Hrithik Roshan, has 
always been considered as one of the finest and ver-
satile actors of Bollywood. From his first film Kaho 
Naa…. Pyaar Hai to his last release Kaabil, the actor 
has come a long way in the entertainment industry. 
Right from his great physique and looks to his danc-
ing skills and performing action sequences effort-
lessly – the actor is the complete superstar package 
who can mould himself as per the character in a film. 
His upcoming list of films will surely excite you and 
even if you are not his fans, his choice of subjects will 
definitely create curiosity in your mind and heart. 
Super 30 – November 23, 2018
Hrithik Roshan will essay the central character in 
Anand Kumar biopic titled Super 30. The actor will 
be playing the role of a mathematical genius who tu-
tors underprivileged kids with a knack for cracking 
IIT. Mathematician Anand Kumar also said that he is 
very confident that Hrithik will do complete justice 
to his character. The film will be directed by Vikas 
Bahl, who previously helmed Queen and Shaan-
daar. (Also Read: Shah Rukh Khan, Hrithik Roshan, 
Salman Khan: Who was the best actor of 2017?) YRF’s 
untitled film – January 25, 2019
This untitled film will bring two best dancers and ac-
tion performers – Hrithik Roshan and Tiger Shroff 
together on the big screen. In this action entertainer, 
Befikre girl Vaani Kapoor will be seen romancing 
Hrithik Roshan. The film will be directed by Sid-
dharth Anand, who has previously worked with the 
actor in Bang Bang! Krrish 4 – 2019
Yes! Hrithik Roshan will return as the saviour super-
hero with Krrish 4 on the silver screen. Like previous 
parts of the franchise, Papa Rakesh Roshan will di-
rect this flick too. It will be largely mounted on VFX.                  
                                                         Courtesy: bollywoodlife

Padman new 
poster: A smiling 

Akshay Kumar 
proves MAD only 
become famous
Akshay Kumar’s Padman is creating a huge 

buzz on the social media, thanks to its eye-catchy 
posters of the film. The makers of the biographi-
cal drama have released one more poster and we 
must say, Akshay Kumar looks apt as the com-
mon man – social activist, Arunachalam Muru-
ganantham in it. The 50-year old actor shared 
the poster on his twitter account and captioned 

it, “#PadManTalks : Mad only become famous! 
@PadManTheFilm @sonamakapoor @radhika_
apte @mrsfunnybones @SonyPicsIndia @kriarj 
#RBalki” In the poster, Akki is seen in a cotton 
factory holding cotton pieces and smiling look-
ing at them, while in the background there are 
bunch of sanitary pads, which are getting in the 
production in the factory. It also has an interest-
ing subtitle which reads, Superhero hai yeh pagla 
(This mad person is a superhero), which can be 
said as a one-liner of the film. In Padman, Akshay 
Kumar will portray the character of Tamil Nadu-
based social activist, Arunachalam Muruganan-
tham. The film will show Arunachalam’s journey 
of finding a way to make cheap, affordable sani-
tary napkins for women in his village. Apart from 
Akshay, the film also features Radhika Apte and 
Sonam Kapoor. The film is produced by the ac-
tor’s wife, Twinkle Khanna, under her banner, Mrs 
Funnybones Movies, and directed by R Balki, who 
has previously helmed movies like Ki and Ka, Paa 
and Shamitabh. (Also Read: Is Padmavati clashing 
with Akshay Kumar’s Padman? Here’s the answer) 
Like Baby and Airlift, Akshay Kumar has locked 
Republic Day weekend for Padman. The film will 
hit the screens on January 26, 2018, and will clash 
with Sidharth Malhotra and Manoj Bajpayee’s 
Aiyaary at the box office. Apart from Padman, Ak-
shay Kumar has a huge line-up of movies in 2018 
and 2019.                              Courtesy: bollywoodlife

Bollywood actress Anushka Sharma, who might be 
called as Anushka Sharma Kohli post her wedding with 
Indian cricket team skipper Virat Kohli has proved her 
acting mettle and lived us impress with her charismatic 
performances in the recent times. From Rab Ne Bana Di 
Jodi to Jab Harry Met Sejal, the actress has managed to 
explore every possible genre. While some hit the bull eye, 
some missed it but her performance was always praised 
the critics and movie buffs alike. (Also Read: Anushka 
Sharma and Virat Kohli meet Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to invite him for their Delhi reception; view pics)
Coming to Anushka’s film slate, her upcoming projects 
looks interesting, promising and supremely entertain-
ing. Pari – February 9, 2018
Pari which is expected to be a supernatural thriller will 
feature Anushka Sharma as a witch in the film. The post-
ers of the film have raised our excitement to another 
level and we can’t wait to experience this film on the sil-
ver screen. Directed by Prosit Roy, Pari is produced by 
Anushka under her banner Clean Slate Films and it also 
features Bengali actor Parambrata Chatterjee in a key 
role. Sui Dhaaga: Made in India – October 2, 2018
Based on the concept of Mahatma Gandhi’s Made in In-
dia, Sui Dhaaga will feature the Anushka Sharma and Va-
run Dhawan together for the first time on the canvas. By 
looking at the footages, it seems that Varun is portraying 
the character of a tailor, while the role of Anushka has 
not been disclosed yet. The film is directed by the Dum 
Laga Ke Haisha helmer Sharat Katariya and is produced 
under the banner of Yash Raj Films.
Untitled Dwarf film – December 21, 2018
Despite being an untitled film, the Dwarf movie has be-
come the most talked project in the recent times thanks 
to its star cast and technical crew. The big budget film 
will show Shah Rukh Khan as a vertically challenged 
person. Apart from Anushka, it will also feature Katrina 

Kaif in a pivotal role. The film will be directed by Aanand 
L Rai, who previously helmed movies like Tanu Weds 
Manu franchise and Raanjhanaa.
Apart from these films, the actress is also doing a cameo 
in Ranbir Kapoor starrer Dutt Biopic, where she is por-
traying the character of a journalist. The film is directed 
by Raju Hirani, who previously helmed movies like PK, 
3 Idiots and Munnabhai series. Courtesy: bollywoodlife

Pari, Sui Dhaaga: Anushka Sharma’s 
film slate proves her choices are 

unique and out of the box

Katrina Kaif will be next seen in Tiger 
Zinda Hai with Salman Khan. The movie 
slated to release on December 22 is a 
sequel to their hit 2012 film Ek Tha Ti-
ger. The actress reprises the role of the 
highly-skilled agent, Zoya. We met her 
for a tête-à-tête as the film nears the re-
lease date and she shed light on many 
aspects ranging from working with 

Salman Khan again to her social media 
life to her workout sessions with Alia. A 
moderately-conditioned hall, at Meh-
boob Studios,  posed as the stage for our 
meeting with the gorgeous diva. This is 
how the conversation went.
Your first thoughts when you heard of 
Tiger Zinda Hai?
When Ali (Abbas Zafar) told me he was 

doing a sequel, I was very taken aback. I 
did not know it was in his mind. But Ali 
is like that, he always comes to me when 
he is almost ready like Mere Brother Ki 
Dulhan, Gunday. He always tells me 
about them when they are almost ready. 
He works silently which is the best way to 
work. A lot of people talk more and work 
less. He works more and talks less. I like 
that in a person. I was happy he came up 
with it. He really worked on it a lot. You 
could see a lot of structure has gone into 
it about his vision about the film. Which 
is not the vision I would have had in my 
head for a sequel. But now that I see it, I 
am like..aah, okay, that is what he want-
ed. What do you think it will take Bol-
lywood to make a film titled Zoya Zinda 
Hai? It doesn’t matter to me. We are mak-
ing wrong connections to things. I think 
what will it take Bollywood to make a 
huge amazing action drama film that is 
on the level of what we would see any-
where in the world. That is what for me 
is important. I don’t care what the film 
is called. I care that I am in the film and 
I care that Zoya has a great character in 
the film. To put her name in the titled or 
not that depends…It wasn’t there in Ek 
Tha Tiger, why should it be there now. 
It matters what she is doing in the film, 

how they project her. How can we make 
films that are a better cinematic experi-
ence for our audience?
How has Salman evolved as a co-star 
since Maine Pyaar Kyu Kiya?
More than that we both have evolved 
a lot as people. People change, some 
things which are same and something 
which is not. We share a great equation. 
It is hard to explain or describe to put 
it to words. But it is one which is very 
warm and one which is very positive. It 
is one of the good energy.
If you had to sum up the entire experi-
ence of Tiger Zinda Hai – what would 
you say? Its been a really happy one, a 
comfortable one and a peaceful one, 
I think this is the best way to put it. Its 
nice been on set with one of your best 
friends, it was hectic also, it was hectic 
for everyone whether he is my friend or 
not, there was lot going on, Ali had a lot 
on his plate as a director, big-big things 
to coordinate, huge sequences, differ-
ent locations, a lot of fun working with 
Salman again been on set with him. He 
is also watching out for the film from ev-
ery angle, he knows about story-telling, 
he knows about film-making so a lot of 
fun, a lot of fun been there.

Courtesy: bollywoodlife

Aashka Goradia and Brent Goble’s 
wedding has given goals to millions of 
girls. From the dreamy and romantic 
white wedding to the absolutely royal 
Indian wedding, the two tied the knot 
in a stunning ceremony. The Gulmohur 
Golf and Country Club was decked to the 
hilt for the regal ceremony. Celebs like 
Sana Khan, Juhi Parmar, Abigail Pande 
attended the festivities in Ahmedabad. 
The functions included a mehendi, san-
geet and wedding. The bride wore Rim-
ple and Harpreet Narula for the func-
tion and Orra jewellery. Brent donned a 
white churidaar designed by Pawan and 
Pranav. Knotting Bells have shared some 
snaps of the wedding. (Also Read: Aashka 
Goradia looks absolutely stunning as a 
bride ; view pic!)

Brent’s folks had flown down from the 
US. Designer Indian outfits were made 
for Aashka’s in-laws. The sangeet had a 
live performance by Varsha of The Voice 
India and her band. Folk dancers per-
formed the garba. Brent is very fascinat-
ed by Indian weddings and he wanted to 
marry in desi style. The groom came on 

horseback for the ceremony. Check out 
the stunning pictures…

01-Aashka-The-Bride
Check out the stunning mandap and 

bride. Aashka wore Rimple and Harpreet 
Narula for her wedding vows. The floral 
decorations were also awesome.

02-Aashka-and-Brent-as-Husband-
and-Wife

Aashka and Brent are totally lost in 
each other’s eyes. The couple walked to 
A Thousand Years by Christina Perri at 
their wedding function.

03-Aashka-and-Brent
The red, pink and gold lehega was out 

of the world. The couple strikes the per-
fect romantic pose after the nuptials.

07-Aashka-does-her-bridal-make-up 
03-Bridal-Lehenga 05-Orra-Jewelery

The bridal finery and jewellery was 
simple exquisite. Check out the fine 
Meenakari set.

16-Mangalsutra
Brent makes Aashka wear the mangal-

sutra.
04-Dulha-Brent
Brent wore Pranav and Pawan Couture 

for the wedding. He looked totally royal.
07-Aashka 09-Bride-Aashka 10-Aas-

hka-With-her-Bride-Squad 12-Bride-
Squad 13-Dancing-Bride

Aashka danced to her mandap accom-
panied by her squad. We can see a lovely 
Phoolon Ka Chaadar over her head.

14-Couple-taking-pherhas
Aashka was clearly the most stylish 

bride of the season with her exquisite 
outfit, jewellery and understated make-
up. Love, love, love.ashka and Brent are 
totally lost in each other’s eyes. The cou-
ple walked to A Thousand Years by Chris-
tina Perri at their wedding function.

18-Baraat
19-Baraat 20-Baraat IMG-20171204-

WA0000 Sana Sana-1
Sana Khan at the sangeet
Aashka’s mom-in-law has described 

her as a warm and loving girl. Like Brent, 
she is also very family-oriented. Brent 
was a weapons instructor in Las Vegas 
and also has his own business. His family 
is in medicine field i.e. doctors. It seems 
they felt Aashka was perfect for their 
son. The wedding was being planned for 

six months. Last Christmas, he proposed 
to her in the US before his entire family 
with a sapphire ring. This X’mas, they 
are a couple .Stay tuned to BL for more 
scoop and updates…    

                       Courtesy: bollywoodlife

Aashka Goradia and Brent Goble’s picture perfect saat 
pheras will make you rethink your wedding plans

Katrina Kaif talks about Salman Khan, social media 
and if she’d ever be interested in Zoya Zinda Hai


