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Chennai, Feb 12 (IANS) AIADMK General 
Secretary V.K.Sasikala on Sunday said the 
family members of party legislators are being 
threatened, and the party is chalking out plans 
for next course of action.

Speaking to reporters at the beach resort 
where legislators supporting her are housed, 
she said the opposition is spreading rumours 
that law makers are being held captive.

“Legislators here told me how their family 
members are being threatened over phone. 
They have asked their relatives to take care of 
their children,” Sasikala said.

Queried about the protest plan that she 
announced on Saturday if the Governor 
does not call her to form the government, 
she said: “Some preparatory work is being 
done for that.”

Sasikala said she knows who are spreading 
the rumours about the party.

Asked about the delay on the part of Gover-
nor in calling her to form the government, she 
said that everybody knows the reason but did 
not elaborate further.

Srinagar, Feb 12 (IANS) Two soldiers and 
four militants were killed on Sunday in a 
gunfight in Jammu and Kashmir’s Kulgam 
district, police said.

The militants’ bodies were recovered from 
the site. Two Rashtriya Rifles troopers suc-
cumbed to injuries.

Security forces surrounded Frisal village 
following a tip that militants were hiding in a 
house. “When the militants were challenged, 
they fired at the forces, triggering the gun-
fight,” a police officer said.

Three civilians and three soldiers were 
also injured in the fighting.

Security forces continued their search for 
more holed-up militants.

Family members of legislators 
are being threatened: Sasikala

Six die in Kashmir gunfight 
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Kiara Advani: Excited for Machine movie 
because I will be seen in a different light

Srinagar, Feb 12 (IANS) 
Two soldiers, four mili-
tants and two civilians 
were killed in a gunfight 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Kulgam district on Sun-
day, police said. The in-
cident triggered clashes 
between civilians and 
security forces, leaving 
around two dozen people 
injured.

The fighting erupted af-
ter the security personnel 
surrounded Frisal village 
in the district following 
a tip that militants were 
hiding in a house, police 
said.

“When the militants 
were challenged, they 
fired at the forces, trig-
gering the gunfight,” said 
a police officer. The dead 
included two soldiers 
from Rashtriya Rifles 
who were injured in the 
gunfight and later suc-
cumbed to their injuries. 
“When the militants were 
challenged, they fired at 
the forces, triggering the 
gunfight,” said a police of-

ficer. The dead included 
two soldiers from Rash-
triya Rifles who were in-
jured in the gunfight and 
later succumbed to their 
injuries.

Three civilians and 
three soldiers were in-
jured in the fighting. 

While a civilian, identi-
fied as Ashaq Rishi, died 
earlier on Sunday, anoth-
er injured civilian, identi-
fied as Mushtaq Ahmad, 
22, succumbed in hospi-
tal taking the death toll in 
this gunfight to eight.

As news of the civilian 
deaths spread, angry vil-
lagers poured out of their 
homes and stoned the 
security forces, who fired 
in the air and used tear 
smoke in an attempt to 
disperse them.

Reports said around 
two dozen people, includ-
ing protestors as well as 
security personnel, were 
injured in these clashes.

The militants’ bodies 
were recovered from the 
site of the gun battle.

Chennai, Feb 12 (IANS) Locked 
in a power tussle with O Panneer-
selvam, VK Sasikala headed out to 
the resort outside Chennai again 
today to meet the legislators sup-
porting her. In her address to the 
legislators -- her party says there 
are 127 of them -- she under-
scored that she has faith in the 
Constitution and they will win. 
Pointing to the difficulties she 
is labouring under, Ms Sasikala 
said, “It is very difficult for a wom-
an to be in politics. I have seen it 
during Jayalalithaa’s time also”.

The same group which was 
against Jayalalithaa’s time is 
now attacking her, Ms Sasi-
kala said. “The treason was 
shattered by Puratchi Thlaivi 
Amma to make AIADMK the 
most powerful party,” the offi-
cial twitter handle of the party 
quoted her as saying. The path 
they crossed had been full of 
“hurdles and betrayals”, she 
had added. Ms Sasikala’s meet-

ing with the legislators -- who 
have been corralled in a luxury 
resort in an attempt to prevent 
their being influenced by Mr 
Panneerselvam’s faction -- was 
her second with them. In her 
first, held on Saturday, she had 
threatened a “different” kind 
of protest, which sources said, 
could be a hunger-strike.

Ms Sasikala, who has never 
held public office or contested 
an election ever, draws her 
power from her long associa-
tion with Ms Jayalalithaa, who 
had held an iconic position in 
the state and the party. But she 

faces challenge from Mr Pan-
neerselvam, who made a turn-
around two days after stepping 
down from the Chief Minster’s 
post to aid her elevation, claim-
ing he had been forced to resign.

His rebellion has gained 
steam following the public sup-
port by 10 lawmakers and six 
legislators of the party. Ms Sa-
sikala’s camp has claimed it is 
also being aided by the delay of 
Governor C Vidyasagar Rao to 
hold her oath ceremony.

Sources say, more than num-
bers, the Governor is concerned 
about providing a stable gov-
ernment in the state. Ms Sasika-
la is named in a case that alleges 
she has assets disproportionate 
to her income. The verdict from 
the Supreme Court is expected 
next week. If convicted, Ms Sa-
sikala will not be able to be in 
public office and will be barred 
from contesting elections for six 
months.

Telangana youth shot 
dead in US

Hyderabad, Feb 12 (IANS) 
Unidentified gunmen shot 
dead a youth from Telangana 
in California in the US.

V. Vamshi Reddy, 27, was 
killed near his apartment, ac-
cording to information reach-
ing his family in Warangal Ur-
ban district.

Reddy’s friends informed 
his family about the incident 
over telephone. The motive 
behind the crime and other 

details were not known.
The youth, who had gone to 

the US in 2015, recently com-
pleted his MS and was looking 
for a job.

His parents collapsed on 
hearing about the killing of 
their only son, a family friend 
said.

The family has urged the 
Telangana government to 
take steps to bring the body 
home.

‘Tough for a Woman to be in Politics’: 
Sasikala in 2nd meet with Legislators

Nine AIADMK Lok Sabha 
members back Panneerselvam
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for successful missile test
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Chennai, Feb 12 (IANS) 
The number of Lok Sabha 
members of the AIADMK 
supporting Tamil Nadu’s 
acting Chief Minister O. 
Panneerselvam on Sunday 
swelled to nine.

Five Lok Sabha AIADMK 
members on Sunday ex-
tended support to Pan-
neerselvam, who is locked 
in a bitter power struggle 
with party General Sec-

retary V.K. Sasikala. This 
has weakened the earlier 
unified clout the AIADMK 
enjoyed in the Lok Sabha 
as the third largest group 
in the house.

S. Rajendran (Vil-
lupuram), V. Elumalai 
(Arani), R.P. Maruthara-
jaa (Perambalur), B. Sen-
guttuvan (Vellore) and 
Jeyasingh Thiyagaraj Nat-
terjee (Tuticorin) visited 
Panneerselvam at his resi-
dence here. “We expect six 
more MLAs to join us,” an 
AIADMK leader told IANS 
preferring anonymity.

With five MPs expressing 
their support to Panneer-

selvam, the total number 
of Lok Sabha members in 
Pannerselvam’s camp has 
gone up to nine.

On Sunday, R. Laksh-
manan became the sec-
ond Rajya Sabha member 
of the AIADMK to join the 
Panneerselvam camp.

It was Rajya Sabha’s V. 
Maintreyan who was the 
first to throw his lot with 
Panneerselvam after he 
revolted against Sasikala 
when she was set to be-
come the Chief Minister 
following her election as 
the legislature party lead-
er of the AIADMK in the 
Tamil Nadu assembly.

The AIADMK has 37 
members in the Lok Sabha. 
Until recently, all of them 
were with Sasikala, a long-
time confidante of the late 
Chief Minister J. Jayala-
lithaa. On Saturday, four 
Lok Sabha members - V. 
Sathyabama (Tirupur), K. 
Ashok Kumar (Krishnagiri), 
P.R. Sundaram (Namakkal) 
and R. Vanaroja (Thiruvan-
namalai) - joined the Pan-
neerselvam camp.

The number of MPs sup-
porting Panneerselvam 
is more than the number 
of state legislators (six ex-
cluding Panneerselvam) 
backing him.

New Delhi, Feb 12 (IANS) Presi-
dent Pranab Mukherjee on Sun-
day congratulated DRDO and its 
scientists for the successful test 
firing of the Prithvi Defence Ve-
hicle (PDV) Interceptor Missile.

“I extend my hearty congratula-
tions to all those associated with 
the successful test-firing of the 
Prithvi Defence Vehicle (PDV) 
Interceptor Missile,” Mukherjee 
said in a message to Defence Re-
search & Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) Chairman S. Christo-
pher. “The nation is proud of this 
accomplishment made by DRDO. 
This is a significant milestone in 

boosting India’s defence capa-
bilities and will provide enhanced 
security against incoming ballistic 
missile threats,” he said.

“Kindly convey my greetings 
and felicitations to the members 
of your team of scientists, engi-
neers, technologists and all oth-
ers associated with this mission. 
I wish the DRDO continued suc-
cess in the coming years,” the 
President added.

The test took place at 7.45 a.m. 
on Saturday, when an incoming 
missile was successfully inter-
cepted at a height of 100 km with 
a direct hit by an interceptor mis-
sile.

The two-stage PDV missile is 
part of the two-layered Ballistic 
Missile Defence system devel-
oped by DRDO and its intercep-
tion window ranges from 80 to 
120 km.

With this, India now joins a se-
lect group of nations having an 
effective Ballistic Missile Defence 
System. 

New Delhi, Feb 12 (IANS) 
The website of the Home 
Ministry was non-function-
al on Sunday and officials 
said experts were finding 
out if it had been hacked.

The website’s landing 
page is drawing a blank and 
the site itself has become 
inaccessible. The problem 
most probably began early 

in the morning. “I don’t 
know when the site devel-
oped the snag,” ministry 
spokesperson K.S. Dhatwa-
lia told IANS. “Details will 
be available after we find out 
the glitches. “We are check-
ing,” Dhatwalia said, adding 
he was not sure when the 
website would become func-
tional. The spokesperson 

had earlier said it was not a 
case of hacking as the site 
was being reconstructed. 

The site, like all govern-
ment websites, is main-
tained by the National In-
formatics Commission.

Indian government web-
sites have often come under 
attack from suspected Paki-
stan hackers. 

The Minister of State for Labour and Employment (Independent Charge), Shri Bandaru Dattatreya addressing 
at the launch of the National Career Services (NCS) and Jeevan Pramaan facility to EPFO Pensioners through 

Post Offices, at Dak Sadan, Abids, in Hyderabad, in New Delhi on February 12, 2017. PIB
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IFCI-Deputy Managing Director Shri Sanjeev Kaushik and Executive 
Directors Shri B.N. Nayak is also seen in Delhi on Sunday.

NEW DELHI Feb 12 : Though 
there was a minor dip in the 
number of fatal accidents, city 
roads continued to be unsafe 
in 2016. More alarmingly, po-
lice were not able to solve even 
half of the cases reported last 
year, a majority of which were 
of hit-and-run nature. In 2016, 
accidents, on average, claimed 
five lives a day. As many as 
1,548 cases were registered 
during the year, slightly down 
from 1,582 in 2015. More than 
770 cases were unsolved.

The year gone by saw traf-
fic being helmed by three 
different people. The term 

of the current chief, Ajay 
Kashyap — a 1985-batch of-
ficer — is also nearing its 
end. Traffic cops argue that 
solving accident cases is the 
job of the local police, but 
given the high number of fa-
talities at night, much more 
needs to be done to secure 
Delhi roads. Traffic police 
data reveal that 40% of those 
killed in road accidents are 
pedestrians. Another 40% of 
the victims are two-wheeler 
riders. The two Ring roads 
are veritable death traps 
with 203 people perishing on 
these stretches.

JNU officials 
meet students 

to broker peace
NEW DELHI Feb 12 : The dean of 

students, registrar and other offi-
cials of Jawaharlal Nehru University 
administration met the students on 
protest twice on Saturday over the 
ongoing sit-in at the administra-
tive block. The students have been 
against the amendments in the uni-
versity admission policy, but no talks 
have been able to break through the 
impasse. General secretary of JNU 
Students Union (JNUSU) Satarupa 
Chakraborty said their sole demand 
is that the vice-chancellor, Jagadesh 
Kumar, meet the students and an-
swer their questions regarding the 
admission policy, instead a number 

of other officials are being sent to 
talk to them.

She said the Saturday meeting 
lasted barely for few minutes and 
the students continue to sit at the 
admin block in protest. The dean 
of students, Rana P Singh tweeted 
on Saturday that he and registrar 
Pramod Kumar met the students in 
the morning, requesting them “not 
to continue with illegal occupation 
of administration building”. The VC 
too tweeted, saying, “Top officials 
of JNU have met agitating students 
several times to request them to end 
illegal occupation of admin build-
ing but to no avail.” Later, the reg-
istrar also said that the occupation 
has hampered daily working of the 
administration. “I am unable to sign 
the salary papers of poor contractual 
workers because of the occupation 
of the admin block by unruly stu-
dents” Kumar tweeted.

NEW DELHI Feb 12 : Days af-
ter the roof of a Connaught Place 
building caved in, a similar in-
cident took place on Saturday 
night. A portion of the roof of a 
restaurant collapsed, but nobody 
was hurt. Police said that the 
building in L-block was used as 
a godown for the past few days 
after NDMC asked all restaurants 
to shut down in the aftermath of 
the C-block incident. Cops said 
they had received a call around 
9pm from the employees of the 
restaurant in the Middle Circle. 
Restaurant authorities said that a 
part of the property belonged to a 
sweet shop owner, who used the 
terrace to store goods and house 
some labourers. Preliminary 

probe suggests that excess load 
on the terrace could have led to 
the collapse.

Police sources said that the de-
bris from the construction work 
nearby was dumped on the roof 
of the single-storey building. 
Harleen Kaur Chawla, one of the 
eyewitnesses, said they had gone 
to another restaurant nearby and 
heard a loud noise. “The cops 
reached the spot and the entire 
building was evacuated,” Chawla 
added. olice officers said that no 
one was injured as the restaurant 
was not operational. Later, the 
cops informed NDMC about the 
incident. A crime and forensic 
team has been called in to probe 
the matter.

New Delhi Feb 12 : The past 
one year has been a little disturb-
ing because of the attitude of the 
lieutenant governor (Najeeb Jung), 
the high court order and interfer-
ence by the Centre in day-to-day 
functioning of Delhi government. 
They kept cancelling our orders. 
In an unconstitutional manner, 
Services became a transferred 
subject and we lost control over 
administration. That had con-
sequences. Then, on completely 
flimsy grounds, CBI inquiries were 
started. We are not scared of CBI 
inquiries but officers are being 
harassed. They are being forced 
to name top people in the govern-

ment. There is fear among offi-
cers. In the past five to six months, 
particularly, there has been pres-
sure on the officers -- that if they 
are close to the AAP government 
or if they work, they will get into 
trouble. And those who are getting 
scared are unable to work.

Give two examples of work which 
the government had prioritised but 
could not execute. We have not 
been able to sort out the matter of 
new buses. The minister concerned 
has been struggling with the files 
for the past seven-eight months. 
He has been writing to officers who 
are using excuses like the need for a 
‘scientific’ study for this project. A 

study has been done but who is to 
say whether it is ‘scientific’ or not.

The transport bus aggregator 
system was another casualty. The 
Union finance minister appreci-
ated the scheme, informally of 
course, during a GST meeting. He 
said this scheme is the solution 
to all transport problems in the 
country — to open up the market 
to private players under govern-
ment regulations and letting the 
fare be market-driven, under a 
specified cap. This conversation 
took place in Kolkata. When I re-
turned to Delhi four days later, I 
discovered a CBI inquiry had been 
started into the scheme. Then 

there is Wi-Fi. We have been strug-
gling to issue even the request for 
proposal. How is the new LG dif-
ferent from his predecessor? He 
is more open to ideas and discus-
sions. Initially, Jung was also open 
to ideas but later became resistant 
to everything. Let us be optimistic. 
Maybe the Centre has also under-
stood this situation is to nobody’s 
advantage. Our relations with the 
new LG have been very good so far.

The last file he cleared was the 
one for setting up mohalla clinics 
in government schools. I have dis-
cussed several ideas, rejected by 
the earlier LG, with him and he is 
open to these. 

NEW DELHI Feb 12 : The world’s old-
est steam engine — Fairy Queen — re-
turned to the tracks on Saturday after 
a gap of nearly five years. The engine 
was attached to a heritage train running 
from Delhi Cantt to Rewari in Haryana. 
This under three-hour round trip with 
passengers will be done every month, 
the next trip of which is scheduled for 
March 11, officials said.

Fairy Queen was restored and brought 
to Delhi in 1977 when the National Rail 
Museum was built and since then has 
been a part of the museum. Passengers 
will get to visit the Rewari locomotive 
museum where a number of engines 
have been kept along with the sheds 
where many of these engines are still in 
operation. “With National Rail Muse-
um’s 40th anniversary round the corner, 
it is fitting that Fairy Queen is back in op-

erations. Up to 60 passengers can take a 
heritage ride and can also see a working 
steam shed in Rewari,” said Uday Singh 
Mina, director, National Rail Museum. 
According to officials, a round-trip will 
cost Rs 6,480 per passenger. “The re-
sponse has been good as many took a 
ride to Rewari and back. Fares for chil-
dren are also half and we encourage 
people to take part in this experience,” 
said Mina. Fairy Queen became a part 
of the Guinness book records in 1998 
as the world’s oldest steam engine that 
was still in operation. It was restored in 
1997 for a special ride between Delhi 
to Alwar. “Several tourists took part in 
that ride as the train was brought back 
to operations after 88 years. It had been 
operational till 2011 before certain parts 
went missing and work was undergoing 
to restore it again,” said an official.

NEW DELHI Feb 12 : With crime fig-
ures showing a rising trend, Delhi Po-
lice commissioner Amulya Patnaik has 
his hands full. From strengthening law 
and order to tackling cyber crime he 
has several challenges on hand.

Car thefts have spiked after investi-
gation virtually came to a halt follow-
ing the release of a mobile phone app 
to report thefts. With the number of 
incidents crossing 100 every day, it has 
become a serious cause of concern. 
Last year, the insurance companies 
had requested the police chief to keep 
an eye on this genre, but things have 
gone from bad to worse.

Soon after taking over recently, Pat-
naik said that cyber crime would be 
an area in focus and the district units 
would be strengthened to tackle cases 
in this category. At the same time, clean-
ing up the economic offences wing also 
calls for attention. Documents with TOI 
reveal that between December last year 
and January, the wing registered one 

FIR against builders, property dealers 
and other land disputes almost every 
other day. This is serious given that 
FIRs under EOW are lodged only after 
a through enquiry is conducted. This 
has happened when EOW has already 
failed to solve several high-value crimes 
reported in 2016 and 2015.

The growing number of house and 
vehicle thefts hint that beat policing 

has taken a back seat in the last few 
years. The police chief should revive 
beat patrolling and give local police-
men more powers, while making them 
and the area SHO accountable for any 
rise in crimes. Also, appointing a dedi-
cated head for each unit, perhaps an 
officer of the rank of special commis-
sioner, would also help improve the 
functioning of various sections.

Delhi.12,Feb,The 5 th  Global 
Festival of Journalism 2017 is the 
leading journalism event in In-
dia. It is an open invitation and 
an opportunity to network with 
the best from the world of jour-
nalism.Delegates from over 50 
countries of the world and from 
all the states of India have made 
the festival most exclusive and 
one of its kind in the world. The 
formal inauguration of 5 th Glob-
al Festival of Journalism Noida 
2017 took place on the Interna-
tional Day of Journalism.

“I am overwhelmed by the nov-
el idea of Sandeep Marwah who 
has brought the world journal-
ism to think about Love, Peace 
&amp; Unity” said H.E. Nejmed-

dine Lakhal, the Ambassador of 
Tunisia to India while inaugurat-
ing the Festival. “Journalism is a 

Nobel job and it is a passion, said 
H.E Augusto  Motile, Ambassa-
dor of Venezuela to India.

“Good journalism and ethical 
reporting by media can trans-
form the outlook the world”, said 
Sandeep Marwah, the President 
Marwah Studios and Interna-
tional Journalism Centre while 
conducting the program. He said 
Journalism is not a profession it 
is a mission to change society.

Shahid Siddqui, Politician 
&amp; Editor Nayi Duniya, Udai 
Kumar, Senior Executive Editor 
Amar Ujala, Taran Adarsh Film 
Journalist &amp; Critic, Ashok 
Tyagi, Sec. General ICMEI also 
spoke on the occasion. Later, 
Sandeep Marwah honored all 
the guests with the life member-
ship of International Journalism 
Centre.

International Participation at 5 
th  Global Festival  of Journalism

World’s oldest 
engine gathers 

fresh steam

Delhi roads 
took 5 lives a 
day in 2016

Buses and Wi-Fi ran into excuses, 
roadblocks: Manish Sisodia

Now, part of roof at
 Connaught Place 

restaurant caves in

The Union Minister for Electronics & Information Technology 
and Law & Justice, Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad briefing the media on the recent developments 

in the sector of Electronics & IT, in New Delhi.

On top cop’s plate: Rising 
cyber crime, accountability



The Union Minister for Chemicals & Fertilizers and Parliamentary Affairs, Shri Ananth Kumar inaugurated the ‘India Pharma 
and Medical Device 2017’ International Conference, in Bengaluru on February 11, 2017. The Minister of State for Commerce & 
Industry (Independent Charge), Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, the Minister of State for Road Transport & Highways, Shipping and 

Chemicals & Fertilizers, Shri Mansukh L. Mandaviya along with the Minister of Industries, Karnataka, Shri R.V. Deshpande, the 
Minister of Medical Education, Dr. Sharanpraksh Rudrappa Patil, the Secretary, Department of Pharmaceuticals, Shri Jai Priye 
Prakash, the Secretary, Directorate of Health Research & Director General, Indian Council of Medical Research, Dr. Soumya 

Swaminathan and the WHO Representative to India, Dr. Henk Bekedam are also seen

New Delhi, Feb 12 (IANS) A 
parliamentary panel has pulled 
up the government for delaying a 
new emigration policy that would 
keep with the changing times, and 
expressed displeasure over a bill 
being put in abeyance for long 
years. India’s current emigration 
act was formulated in 1983 and 
amended in 2009. The Emigra-
tion Management Bill, which is 
to replace the act, was formulated 
by the Ministry of Overseas Indian 
Affairs in 2009 and updated in 
2010 and 2011. However, it never 
saw the light of day in Parliament.

The Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on External Affairs, 
headed by Congress MP Shashi 
Tharoor, in an earlier report had 
been tough on the government, 
questioning the delay in introduc-

ing a new emigration bill “that 
was reflective of the changed in-
ternational as well as domestic sit-
uation”. “The Committee was dis-
heartened to note that the Draft 
Emigration Bill stated to replace 
the Emigration Act, 1983, had 
been put in abeyance since 2011 
and the ministry had once again 
failed to adhere to the deadline 
for introducing the bill during the 
monsoon session of Parliament 
last year,” the panel said in its 
11th report that was tabled in May 
2016. The External Affairs Ministry 
in its reply said it is “conscious of 
the need to modernise the legis-
lative framework prescribed by 
the Emigration Act, 1983, and the 
Emigration Rules that governs 
emigration of Indians for overseas 
employment”.

It also stated that the Ministry 
of Overseas Indian Affairs, which 
was merged with the Ministry of 
External Affairs in January 2016, 
had also held consultations over 
the draft Emigration Manage-
ment Bill, but it was felt that wider 
consultations were needed. The 
government also pointed out the 
measures like e-migrate platform, 
24X7 Helpline “MADAD” for on-
line lodging and redressal of griev-
ances of the emigrants, mandato-
ry Pravasi Bharatiya Bima Yojana, 
and the Indian Community Wel-
fare Fund in Missions and Posts 
abroad as some measures.

The panel, however, rapped the 
government over the delay and 
said the ministry has “broadly re-
produced the same reply as it had 
furnished in the previous year”. 

The Parliamentary Committee 
said it is not convinced with the 
ministry’s arguments of the other 
measures taken. “The Committee 
would reiterate that a new frame-
work for emigration is needed 
and in the absence of a firm legal 
backing, these administrative 
measures are likely to prove in-
sufficient,” the report said. “The 
Committee, in the strongest pos-
sible terms, recommend that the 
Ministry should adhere to a time-
frame to complete the consulta-
tion process to evolve a compre-
hensive emigration management 
framework and ensure that it 
comprises a comprehensive leg-
islative framework delineating the 
rules governing emigration law by 
replacing the obsolete Emigration 
Act, 1983,” it said.
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Parliamentary panel raps government 
for delaying new Emigration Act

The Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports (I/C), Water 
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Shri Vijay 

Goel and the President of AIFF, Shri Praful Patel in a group photograph 
at the launch of the Mission XI Million, the biggest school sport 

outreach programme, in New Delhi .

New Delhi, Feb 12 (IANS) Manish 
Malhotra, who has been credited 
with setting many fashion trends 
via Bollywood films, has been in-
vited to share his design journey at 
the 2017 edition of the India Con-
ference at Harvard Business School. 
The designer says he is hum-
bled and blessed to be given this 
opportunity.“It is humbling to be 
invited to share my design journey 
at the 2017 edition of the India Con-
ference at Harvard Business School. 
For someone who has no formal 
training in designing, I feel blessed 
to be given this wonderful oppor-
tunity by Harvard and address an 
audience that will compose of the 
students and alumnae of the presti-
gious college, corporate leaders and 
academicians,” Malhotra told IANS 
in an email interview.

“It’s been a wonderful 27 years 
for me in this prolific career. And 
opportunities like these moti-

vate me even further to expand 
my horizon and contribute to the 
growing international footprint on 
Indian Fashion from a global con-
text,” Malhotra added.

The designer will deliver a 
speech later on Sunday. During 
his more than 25 years as a stylist 
in the film industry, Malhotra has 
designed looks for Urmila Ma-
tondkar, Karishma Kapoor, Kajol, 
Rani Mukerji, Aishwarya Rai Bach-
chan, Preity Zinta, Sonam Kapoor, 
Alia Bhatt and Deepika Padukone.

He has received over 35 awards, 
designed looks for innumerable 
films and made inroads into global 
fashion by showcasing on the run-
ways of Paris, Milan and New York.

Malhotra says the Indian fashion 
industry is evolving at a very rapid 
pace. “It is slowly but gradually 
emerging as a medium for explor-
ing not only design aesthetics but 
also business expression,” he said. 

“India has gained popularity in the 
world as a fashion-centric nation 
and is the only country that reflects 
heritage and tradition through its 
design. It has contributed a lot to 
global fashion making its culture 
significant and indispensable,” 
said the designer. “I am grateful 
to be given bigger and challenging 
projects that keep me busy. I like 
to take on more work each day, so 
from to films to collections to my 
clients, I am almost-always-abso-
lutely working.” “Indian designers 
have become global trendsetters 
in every way and this is apparent 
with the ever growing demand and 
international recognition for our 
brands,” he added. Malhotra also 
says that it is the most gratifying 
feeling to see his eponymous label 
become what it is today. “Not many 
people know that I do not have 
formal training in design. Given 
this, the last 27 years in the indus-

try have been one never-ending 
learning curve.” “From my first as-
signment styling the gorgeous Juhi 
Chawla in ‘Swarg’ to winning the 
first Filmfare Award for Costume 
with ‘Rangeela’, launching my own 
label 11 years ago and then open-
ing India’s largest designer store, it 
has been a very eventful journey,” 
he said. There were challenges 
too, but he doesn’t believe in look-
ing back. “Well, challenges are part 
of every journey. But I don’t like to 
look back. I put in all my energy into 
working really hard and turn all of 
them into opportunities. 

I am constantly focused on what 
lies next and trying to evolve my label 
by doing things I have never done be-
fore. “I am grateful to be given bigger 
and challenging projects that keep 
me busy. I like to take on more work 
each day, so from to films to collec-
tions to my clients, I am almost-al-
ways-absolutely working.”

NEW DELHI Feb 12 : Miscreants 
broke into a church in outer Delhi’s 
Rohini and took away Rs 5,000 in 
cash from the donation box in the 
early hours of Friday. They also 
desecrated the Holy Cross and an 
idol of Mother Mary before flee-
ing. Police said the entire incident 
was captured in a CCTV camera 
installed in an adjoining school. 
Two juveniles were apprehended 
on the basis of CCTV footage later 
in the evening. According to the po-
lice, the two accused had scaled the 
boundary wall of St Basil Church 
around 3.30am. Prior to that, they 
were loitering around in the area 
for half an hour. Father George Ku-
rian Thomas said when he came 
to open the front door to prepare 
for the morning prayers, he found 
its glass-panes broken and some 
items lying scattered. . Police said 
that the juveniles—both aged 17—
lived in a village in Sector 3 and had 
recced the area before committing 
the crime. “We arrested the two af-
ter scanning the CCTV footage,” the 
officer added. He claimed that there 
was a police picket barely 200me-
tres from the spot, but most of time 

it remained unmanned. “I had read 
about incidents of vandalism at 
other churches. Even though the 
extent of damage in my church was 
not huge, the situation could have 
been worse,” he said. “The church 
has been there for the past 25 years 
and this is the first time that such 
an incident has happened. When 
I opened the inner door, I found 
many things lying on the floor. The 
window was shattered, the Holy 
Cross had been damaged and the 
donation box was lying empty.”

There is a school for the physi-
cally challenged adjacent to the 
church. The CCTV camera installed 
there helped cops identify the ac-
cused. “The case came to light after 
Thomas came to the church in the 
morning and informed us,” said 
Mahender Nath Tiwari, DCP (Ro-
hini). A case of theft in a religious 
place was registered and 10 teams 
were formed to nab the accused. 
Police said that the juveniles—both 
aged 17—lived in a village in Sector 
3 and had recced the area before 
committing the crime. “We arrest-
ed the two after scanning the CCTV 
footage,” the officer added.

Woo your 
date with 

perfect looks 
this V-Day

New Delhi, Feb 12 (IANS) Hav-
ing trouble figuring out your perfect 
look for this Valentine’s Day? Girls 
can opt for lighter and neutral tones 
for the day and go for smokey or 
glitter eyes for the night look, sug-
gests an expert. Kalpana Sharma, 
make-up artist of brand The Body 
Shop, has shared tips:

* Day Date: Fresh and dewy is the 
way to go this year for a day out or 
brunch date. Keeping it simple and 
as fresh as possible, is the key here. 
Using lighter and neutral tones 
helps add to natural beauty. 

See how you can achieve an easy 
day wear look:  Eyes: Lash the eyes 
mildly, not over-dramatically. It’s 
best to keep the twinkle of your eye 
intact instead of overshadowing 
it with dark or shiny eye shadows. 
Glitter is a big no-no. A sharp lining 
of eyeliner highlights the lids. You 
may choose from black or brown 
coloured eyeliners. Opt for less or 
no kohl.

Lips: Soft colours are best for day 
time. Soft pinks, peaches and corals 
are the most common choices. Try 
a lip scrub before applying any lip 
colour for a smooth finish.

Cheeks: The last but the cutest 
touch -- just a hint of peach or pink 
blush will brighten your face.

* Night Date: Glam it up for the 
night. Be it for a party or a quiet sit-
down candlelit dinner, nights are all 
about dressing up to impress.

* Eyes: Opt for smokey eyes or glit-
ter lids. Lashes with heavy mascara 
look beautiful. Perfectly winged 
eyeliner adds to the drama.

New Delhi, Feb 12 (IANS) Delhi government’s 
ambitious ‘reading mela’ campaign to ensure 
that every school student from classes VI to VIII 
is able to read concluded on Sunday with cer-
emonies at several places across the national 
capital. “Thousands of children, accompanied 
by their parents joined the celebration...

 children demonstrated their enhanced read-
ing skills with their parents in the audience,” 
an official statement here said. . I am elated by 
the scale of success achieved by reading melas,” 
he said. The objective of the reading campaign, 
launched on Teacher’s Day (September 5), was 
to ensure that every student from classes VI to 
VIII was able to read.

Over 1,000 reading melas were held every 

Sunday over the last four months in Delhi gov-
ernment-run schools by School Management 
Committees (SMCs) to ensure that every child 
could read. Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish 
Sisodia, on the occasion, said the initiative was a 
“remarkable example” of what a partnership be-
tween the government and communities could 
achieve. “The vision of the Education Depart-
ment was implemented by the parents of chil-
dren studying in government schools through 
SMCs, with the support of the department. I am 
elated by the scale of success achieved by read-
ing melas,” he said. The objective of the reading 
campaign, launched on Teacher’s Day (Septem-
ber 5), was to ensure that every student from 
classes VI to VIII was able to read.

Gurdas Maan’s son’s vision 
helped pen new song

New Delhi, Feb 12 (IANS) Punjabi singer-actor Gurdas Maan says it 
was his son Gurickk whose vision helped him to write the title track of 
his new album “Punjab”. “I had been toiling with the idea to express my 
views on my dear Punjab. I usually pen my thoughts on my own but this 
time my son Gurickk came with a vision which helped me,” Gurdas said 
in a statement. The song is also conceptualised and directed by Gurickk. 
The video sees Gurdas pushing the boundaries and breaking stereotypes 
to show what the times today are like. He has also performed stunts for 
it. On Twitter, celebrities like A.R. Rahman, Diljit Dosanjh, Ayushmann 
Khurrana, Vicky Kaushal and Shipa Shetty and singers Shaan, Mika 
Singh and Badshah as well as cricketer Harbhajan Singh have expressed 
their views on the song.

NEW DELHI Feb 12 : Three 
men were held for snatching 
a 26-year-old woman’s phone 
while she was returning home 
from her workplace. As the 
woman was making a PCR 
call, police officers patrolling 
the area noticed her shouting 
for help. They chased two of 
the snatchers, but one of them 
managed to flee. The incident 
was reported in Sangam Vihar 
on Friday night. hey said that 
the two accused were identi-
fied as Manish Kumar and Ab-
hishek Singh Negi. Their Pulsar 
bike has been seized as well. 
They said that the third person, 
Wakil, succeeded to abscond. 
He, however, was nabbed from 
his house later in the night. A 
case was registered. “The ac-
cused persons were previously 

involved in similar types of 
cases,” said a senior police of-
ficer. The woman had reached 
a temple at 9pm and was walk-
ing towards her house when 
three men came speeding on 
a Pulsar bike and snatched 
her phone. Police noticed the 
men and chased them for over 
a kilometer and a half. They 
said that the two accused were 
identified as Manish Kumar 
and Abhishek Singh Negi. 

Their Pulsar bike has been 
seized as well. They said that 
the third person, Wakil, suc-
ceeded to abscond. He, howev-
er, was nabbed from his house 
later in the night. A case was 
registered. “The accused per-
sons were previously involved 
in similar types of cases,” said 
a senior police officer.

Humbling to share design journey at 
Harvard Business School: Manish Malhotra

Rohini church 
vandalised,

 2 juveniles held

Delhi ‘reading mela’ 
campaign concludes

Phone snatchers 
arrested, bike seized
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BENGALURU: Feb 12 In Benga-
luru’s cafes, restaurants and bars, 
even on trains and flights headed 
towards this city, one largely hears 
and overhears conversations about 
startups and funding. It’s hard to 
have dinner or coffee, or make a 
journey to Startup City, without 
someone cracking a joke about or 
floating an idea for a startup that 
will, of course, bring in millions 
in funding. Words that capture 
just one aspect of this city. But of 
course, there are many other as-
pects to this city, and those were 
captured by the words of authors 
at the Times Litfest.Its science and 
simplicity, its activism and ecology, 
its simplicity and charm, charac-

teristics often forgotten in the ev-
erydayness of traffic.

“Bengaluru represents a happy 
mix of new India that represents 
new economy and old India that 
is rooted in tradition,” Rajya Sabha 
MP Jairam Ramesh observed. It 
may seem like a cliched classic-
contemporary trope, but it’s a truth 
often overlooked as we gripe about 
traffic and congestion, garbage and 
sewage. In many ways, words cap-
tured the spirit of old Bangalore, 
which its older residents are so nos-
talgic about, while recognising the 
ways in which chang e had brought 
energy to the city. “It’s wonder-
ful to be in a place where you can 
see the old greenery of Bengaluru,” 

said historian Ramachandra Guha, 
who was a visitor, while scientists 
Jyotsna D h aw a n , K a r t i k S h 
a n k e r, Mukund Thattai and In-
dira Chandrasekhar, while talking 
about science and the city, referred 
to ways in which migration and di-
versity in the demographics of the 
city had brought diversity to their 
own campus, the Indian Institute 
of Science.

Lawyer and activist Gowtha-
man Ranganathan referred to the 
city’s activism and said Karnataka 
is making more progress in imple-
menting legislation for the third 
gender than any other region in 
India. For visitors who don’t come 
here as often as they’d like to, there 
are old-world institutions to visit, 
old traditions to adhere to. Jus-
tice Mukul Mudgal said he’d gone 
across to Vidyarthi Bhavan in the 
morning for breakfast, preferring 
it to the “standardized hotel fare”. 
It’s a trip he tries not to miss when-
ever he’s in Bengaluru, he said.

T H I R U V A N A N T H A -
PURAM: Feb 12 After 
completion of 98.5% of 

Aadhaar generation in 
the state, Kerala state 
IT Mission (KSITM), the 

nodal agency for Aadhaar 
enrolment and Aadhaar-
based services in Kerala, 
has shifted its focus to 
enrolment of children 
aged below five years, 
elderly who are bedrid-
den and other physically 
challenged people who 
are yet to be enrolled. “ 
As per the Unique Iden-
tification Authority of 
India, figures, we have 
so far been able to gen-
erate Aadhaar for only 
38% of children in this 

age group,” said Renjith 
Vaptala, implementing 
manager.

As newborns can also 
enrol and avail Aadhaar, 
the plan is to make hos-
pitals as enrolment cen-
tres, it is learnt. Besides, 
the schools in the state 
will also function as en-
rolment centres. Though, 
elderly, including bedrid-
den patients, have been 
significantly covered, the 
decision is to make house 
visits to enrol those who 

Ravi Kishan, R.K. 
Suresh to lock 

horns with Vikram
Chennai, Feb 12 (IANS) Actors Ravi Kishan and R.K. Suresh -- 

best known for playing negative roles on the big screen -- will lock 
horns with Vikram in his yet-untitled Tamil outing, which went 
on floors earlier this week.  “Both Ravi and Suresh will be seen 
playing the antagonists. They have very powerful roles and will be 
seen taking Vikram head on. They’re expected to join the sets later 
this month,” a source from the film’s unit told IANS.  Tamannaah 
Bhatia plays the leading lady and she is paired with Vikram for the 
first time.  Being directed by Vijay Chander, the film is tipped to 
be an actioner.  Vikram, who is simultaneously shooting for Tamil 
thriller “Dhruva Natchathiram”, will be sporting two different 
looks.  Thaman has been roped in to compose music, and he has 
already recorded one song in the album.

Naga Shourya 
forays into 

 production with 
his next

Chennai, Feb 12 (IANS) Actor Naga Shourya, best known for 
Telugu films such as “Oohalu Gusagusalade” and “Kalyana Vaib-
hogame”, is trying his luck as a producer for his next yet-untitled 
Telugu project.  The film will be jointly produced with his father 
Shankar Prasad.  A source close to the actor told IANS on the lat-
est development: “Shourya will be co-producing the film with 
his father Shankar Prasad. The pre-production work has already 
begun and once the cast is finalised, the principal shooting will 
commence.”  Debutant Venky Kudumula, an erstwhile assistant 
to filmmaker Trivikram Srinivas, will helm the project.  Shourya is 
personally looking into the script.  “He’s actively getting involved 
in the development of the script,” he said.

Guidelines to 
speed up release 

of seized 
vehicles

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Feb 12 Directing police officers 
in the state to simplify the procedures to release confiscated ve-
hicles, state police chief Loknath Behera has issued guidelines to 
be followed during the same. As per the instructions, the officers, 
instead of impounding vehicles under Section 207(1) of the Mo-
tor Vehicles Act, 1988, shall seize registration certificates of the 
automobiles. This will be applicable to offences including driving 
without license, driving by minors and using vehicles without per-
mit, as prescribed under the section 66(1) of the act. In case of ve-
hicles for which tax under section 11 of Kerala Motor Taxation Act 
has not been paid, it shall be released immediately after receipt of 
payment of tax is produced by owners. In offences like rash and 
negligent driving that cause injury to others, since inspection by 
a motor vehicle inspector is not required, the police shall release 
the vehicle after inspecting documents and preparing mahassar.

Enforcement 
directorate men 

seize Kanchi 
don’s Rs 20.5 
crore assets

CHENNAI: Feb 12 Enforcement directorate (ED) officials 
in Chennai have attached properties worth Rs 20.52 crore 
belonging to Kancheepuram don Sridhar Dhanapalan who 
is living abroad in exile. The properties included land worth 
Rs 10 crore purchased in his wife Kumari’s name. Another 
property worth Rs 2.84 crore bought in his brother Senthil’s 
name and two more properties in the name of his brother’s 
wife and children worth Rs 7.68 crore were also attached by 
ED officials. Officials said Sridhar used to buy properties at 
throwaway prices after threatening the owners with dire con-
sequences. Only six months ago, ED officials attached prop-
erties of Sridhar worth Rs 160 crore following complaints 
from various quarters. With the present seizure, the ED has 
attached properties worth Rs 180.52 crore said to be acquired 
illegally by Sridhar, the sources added..

Thiruvananthapuram, Feb 
12 (IANS) The Congress party 
in Kerala has sought the im-
mediate intervention of the 
Pinarayi Vijayan government 
to resolve alleged ills plaguing 
the higher education sector in 
the state.  Addressing the me-
dia here on Sunday, state Con-
gress President V.M. Sudheeran 
said it is high time that the Vi-
jayan government intervened 

strongly.  “There are various 
issues that have surfaced at the 
Kerala Law Academy, besides 
students unrest at the Nehru 
College (Thrissur) following the 
death of a young engineering 
student named Jishnu Prannoy 
and unruly scenes at the Toms 
Engineering college near Kot-
tayam,” said Sudheeran.  Sud-
heeran said that while there are 
very good colleges in the self-

financing professional sector in 
the state, the number of institu-
tions where problems are sur-
facing one after the other has 
been increasing.  There are over 
140 institutions in the state im-
parting higher education in the 
professional sector.  “It is high 
time that the Vijayan govern-
ment intervenes as the future 
of a new generation is at stake. 
After the Kerala Law Academy 
gave in to the demands after 
29 days of students protests, 
the students are launching 
their next phase of protests 
over Prannoy’s death which 
remains unresolved.  “We had 
demanded an all-party meet-
ing to discuss all these issues 
and, if need be, the government 
should frame a new set of laws 
to rein in erring colleges,” Sud-
heeran added.

Chennai, Feb 12 (IANS) Two more sitting Lok Sabha AIADMK 
MPs on Sunday extended their support to acting Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister O. Panneerselvam. The two -- B.Senguttuvan rep-
resenting Vellore constituency and Jeyasingh Thiyagaraj Natter-
jee from Tuticorin constituency -- visited Panneerselvam at his 
residence here.  “We expect six more MLAs to join,” an AIADMK 
leader told IANS preferring anonymity.  With two MPs express-
ing their support to Panneerselvam, the total number of sitting 
Lok Sabha members in Pannerselvam’s camp has gone up to six 
and one in Rajya Sabha.  The AIADMK has 37 MPs in Lok Sabha. 
On Saturday, four sitting Lok Sabha members - Sathyabama 
representing Tirupur, Ashok Kumar representing Krishnagiri 
constituency, Sundaram representing Namakkal, R. Vanaroja 
representing Thiruvannamalai constituency - joined the camp.  

Bengaluru, Feb 12 (IANS) India will 
build six more next-generation Air-
borne Warning and Control Systems 
(AWACS) on the Airbus platform to 
enhance surveillance and detection 
with longer range and complete view, 
a top official said on Sunday. “Once 
the Defence Acquisition Council 
(DAC) clears and the Cabinet Commit-
tee for Security approves the proposal, 
the six AWACS will be made in seven 

years after the contract is signed with 
Airbus Defence & Space,” Chairman 
of the state-run Defence Research & 
Development Organisation (DRDO) S. 
Christopher told IANS here.  Estimated 
to cost Rs 20,000 crore ($3 billion), the 
AWACS will have 300-km range and 
360 degree angle of coverage as against 
200-km range and 240 degree angle of 
Airborne Early Warning and Control 
System (AEW&C) the DRDO has built 
on the Brazilian Embraer-145 modi-
fied jet for the Indian Air Force (IAF).  
“As the DAC had cleared two AWACS 
in 2014-15 and Airbus was the sole bid-
der, we will negotiate the deal with it 
soon after the cabinet approval for the 
additional six systems,” Christopher 

told an aerospace seminar here.  The 
two AWACS were approved two years 
ago for a development cost of Rs 5,113 
crore ($820 million.)  The IAF is already 
using the Israeli Phalcon AWACS on 
the Russian IL-76 heavy-lift aircraft -- 
though it is a fuel guzzler -- to detect 
aerial threats from jets or missiles even 
from targets 400 km away.  “India is 
the fourth country in the world to have 
indigenously-built three robust ra-
dars and sensors (AEW&C) with Active 
Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) 
for the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Te-
jas and other fighters,” claimed think-
tank Niti Aayog member for Science & 
Technology and defence scientist V.K. 
Saraswat.  Defence Minister Manohar 

Parrikar will hand over the AEW&C-
mounted Prying plane to the IAF on 
Tuesday at the biennial Aero India 
2017 expo in this tech hub for induc-
tion into the IAF and for Initial Opera-
tional Clearance (IOC).  “The AWACS 
will also have a robust monitoring sys-
tem with a better range and greater en-
durance than existing radars and sur-
veillance systems the world over,” said 
Christopher.  The DRDO invested Rs 
2,400 crore in the design, development 
and production of AEC&W, with AESA 
as a primary radar, Identification of 
Friend or Foe (IFF), Electronic Support 
Measures (ESM) and Communications 
Support Measures (CSM) at its Centre 
for Air Borne Systems (CABS) in this 
aerospace capital since 2004.  “The ra-
dar-fitted surveillance aircraft also has 
data links to network with combat jets, 
ground-based control systems and 
Satellite-based Communication Net-
work (Satcom),” added Christopher.

India to make 6 more AWACS
 on Airbus platform

2 more AIADMK 
MPs join 

Panneerselvam camp

Suriya very 
cooperative as 
producer, says 

Bramma

IT Mission to ensure 
100% enrolment

Chennai, Feb 12 (IANS) National Award win-
ning director Bramma says working with Su-
riya, who has produced his upcoming Tamil 
drama “Magalir Mattum”, has been wonderful 
because he is very cooperative.  “Unlike regu-
lar producers, he doesn’t micro-manage and 
is very kind enough to support in every way 
possible. He provided the best of cooperation 
throughout the shoot. He’s a wonderful person 
to work with,” Bramma told IANS.  This is Su-
riya’s second film as producer and it stars his 
wife Jyothika in the lead.  Talking about work-
ing with Jyothika, Bramma said: “She’s very 
sincere and disciplined. Despite her popular-
ity, she doesn’t take things for granted. She al-
ways the first person to reach the sets and there 
have been occasions we have made her wait for 
a shot.”  The film, which is gearing up for re-
lease soon, also stars Urvashi, Saranya Ponvan-
nan and Bhanupriya in pivotal roles.

Discovering 
Bengaluru through 

words

Resolve ills in Kerala 
education sector: Congress 

to Vijayan government
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Mild earthquake jolts Meghalaya
Shillong, Feb 12 (IANS) A mild earthquake, measuring 

4.5 on the Richter scale, rocked Meghalaya and its neigh-
bouring states on Sunday, an official said.

The tremor was felt at 9.35 a.m with its epicentre located 
in the state’s East Garo Hills district, an official of the Re-
gional Seismological Centre here said. There were no re-
ports of any casualties or damage.

The seven northeastern states - Assam, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Tripura, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh and Ma-
nipur - are considered by seismologists as the sixth major 
earthquake-prone belt in the world.

The region experienced an earthquake measuring 8.7 on 
the Richter scale in 1897, that left over 1,600 people dead.

Former Lok Sabha Speaker 
Rabi Ray admitted to hospital

Bhubaneswar, Feb 12 (IANS) Former Lok Sabha Speak-
er Rabi Ray has been admitted to the ICU at the SCB 
Medical College and Hospital in Cuttack after his health 
condition deteriorated on Sunday, hospital sources said.

The 91-year old leader is suffering from pneumonia, 
said the sources.

Ray had been ailing due to age-related problems be-
sides suffering from dementia since last four years.

He was admitted in a private hospital in Bhubaneswar 
some days back. But after he was shifted to SCB Medical 
College and Hospital after his health condition deterio-
rated, said family sources.

A special team of doctors are supervising Ray’s treat-
ment in the hospital.

Born on November 26, 1926, Ray was elected to the 4th 
Lok Sabha from Puri constituency in Odisha in 1967.

Prime Minister Morarji Desai inducted Ray into his 
Cabinet as Minister for Health and Family Welfare in 
January 1979 and the latter continued in that post till 
January 1980.

In 1989, he was re-elected to the 9th Lok Sabha from the 
Kendrapara constituency in odisha as a Janata Dal candi-
date. On December 19, 1989, he was unanimously elected as 
the Speaker of the 9th Lok Sabha. In 1991, he was re-elected 
to the 10th Lok Sabha from the same constituency. 

 Fuel, cooking gas to be 
airlifted to Manipur

Imphal, Feb 12 (IANS) Human Resource Development 
Minister Prakash Javadekar on Sunday announced that 
the Centre will soon airlift fuel and cooking gas for the 
people who have been facing hard times under an eco-
nomic blockade since November 1 last year.

The United Naga Council (UNC) has imposed an 
indefinite blockade in protest against the state gov-
ernment’s plan to create seven new districts which, it 
claims, will lead to usurpation of large tracts of “lands 
of the Nagas”.

“If the blockade cannot be ended in two days, the 
central government shall airlift fuel, LPG and other 
PDS items,” said Javadekar, who is on an electioneer-
ing tour in Manipur. 

Addressing an election meeting here of BJP candidate 
Okram Joy, Javadekar said: “During the last 15 years of 
the Congress rule, even potable water cannot be sup-
plied to the people. The unique all-women market in 
Imphal city is in a pathetic condition. The state govern-
ment is responsible for the present crisis.” 

He also addressed several election meetings of BJP 
candidates in Imphal. 

Manipur Chief Minister Okram Ibobi Singh, however, 
claimed that the present impasse was the result of an al-
liance between the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the 
National Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-Muivah). “Let 
us see who wins -- the people or the BJP-NSCN(IM) nexus. 
The BJP is angry over the creation of the seven new dis-
tricts which is for administrative convenience,” the Chief 
Minister said while addressing an election meeting here. 

Speaking at an election meeting of Congress candi-
date R.K. Imo, Chief Minister Ibobi said: “It is incom-
prehensible why the BJP is angry over the creation of 
the new districts. 

Naidu urges states to 
provide logistics for 

Real Estate Act

JNU calls Administrative Block 
siege a criminal act

BSF in talks with RBI to train 
jawans to identify fake notes

Satyarthi’s Nobel Prize 
replica recovered

New Delhi, Feb 12 (IANS) 
Union Housing and Urban 
Poverty Alleviation Minister 
M. Venkaiah Naidu has urged 
the state governments to im-
plement the Real Estate Act, 
2016, in “letter and spirit” and 
provide all the institutional 
mechanisms needed to roll 
out the legislation from May 1.

In a letter to Chief Ministers, 
Naidu has urged them to take 
personal interest in ensuring 
implementation of the Act “in 
letter and spirit”. 

“Real Estate Act is one of the 
most important reforms for 
the sector, which would bring 
benefits to all stakeholders. 
It is therefore, my sincere re-
quest to please bestow your 
personal attention to this 
matter so that the Act is im-
plemented in time and in the 
spirit with which it was passed 
by the Parliament,” Naidu said 
in the recent letter, according 
to an official statement.

Under the Real Estate (Regu-
lation and Development) Act, 
2016, from May 1 this year, 

home buyers can approach 
Real Estate Regulatory Au-
thorities seeking relief against 
violation of the contractual 
obligations and other provi-
sions of the Act. 

For this to happen, Real Es-
tate Rules including the Gen-
eral Rules and the Agreement 
for Sale Rules, Real Estate 
Authorities and Appellate Tri-
bunals were required to be in 
place and in a position to start 
functioning.

So far, only four states - Gu-
jarat, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala 
and Uttar Pradesh - and six 
Union Territories have noti-
fied the final Real Estate Rules. 

Naidu said the Act would 
not only provide the much 
needed consumer protection, 
but would also give a fillip to 
the sector.

Over 60 sections of the Act 
were notified by the Ministry 
on May 1 last year, including 
Section 84 under which states 
were required to notify Real 
Estate Rules by October 31 
last year thereby setting the 
ground for the act’s imple-
mentation.

The Ministry has also re-
ceived some complaints of 
violations of some of the pro-
visions of the Act by some of 
the states, resulting in dilution 
of the spirit of the Act. 

In this backdrop, Naidu 
urged the Chief Ministers to 
ensure compliance with the 
Act, “as passed by Parlia-
ment”.

New Delhi, Feb 12 (IANS) With the 
Jawaharlal Nehru University students’ 
‘Occupy Ad-Block’ protest continuing for 
the fourth day on Sunday, the university 
administration issued another denuncia-
tion of the demonstrating students and 
called their agitation a “criminal act”.

“The agitating students have no basis 
for occupying the Administrative Block 
building, physically stopping the staff 
and officials from entering the admin-
istration building. This trespassing is 
criminal and violation of the law of the 
land,” a statement by the Jawaharlal Ne-
hru University (JNU) authorities read.

The students have been staging a sit-in 
protest at the Administrative Block of the 
university, which has the offices of senior 
university officials, in order to seek a re-
sponse from the Vice-Chancellor on the 
adoption of a University Grants Commis-

sion (UGC) notification on M.Phil. and 
Ph.D. admissions. The notification -- which 
proposed 100 per cent weightage to viva 
and reducing entrance examination to a 
qualifying criteria -- was adopted by the 
JNU Academic Council (AC) in its meeting 
on December 26 last year despite protests 
from almost half of the Council’s members. 

The students along with many teach-
ers have raised their objection to the 
order being passed unilaterally in the 
Council meeting and have asked the au-
thorities to reconvene the Council to dis-
cuss various aspects of the notification. 

The university has told the students that 
it would abide by the egalitarian spirit of 
the JNU in admission policy, which will 
include reducing the viva to 20 per cent 
and allocating ‘extra points’ to candidates 
from backward regions on account of their 
being deprived of equal opportunities.

Kolkata, Feb 12 (IANS) BSF is in talks 
with Reserve Bankof India (RBI) for im-
parting of training to its troopers for 
identifying fake notes smuggled through 
Indo-Bangla border. The paramilitary 
force and intelligence agencies are hav-
ing sleepless nights over consignments 
of counterfeit Rs 2,000 notes being seized 
from the border in past one month.

“The amount of counterfeit notes that 
has been recovered by security agencies is 
a matter of concern. The security features 
have been expertly replicated, half of the se-
curity features of the new Rs 2,000 notes is 
there in the fake notes. We are in talks with 
RBI for a training program for our soldiers 
and officers on ground duty for identifying 
fake Rs 2000 notes. Hope we will would be 
able to do it very soon,” a senior BSF official 
told PTI on condition of anonymity.

“We want our soldiers and officers to have 
a proper idea on how to identify fake and real 
notes, either by use of technology or physi-

cally. There are 17 features in the Rs 2000 
notes, we want our jawans to be well trained 
in spotting fake notes, even with high num-
ber of security features replicated,” another 
BSF official said.

The booming trade in fake Indian cur-
rency notes using the porous Indo-Bangla 
border especially in the Malda-Murshid-
abad district, was believed to have taken a 
hit after demonetisation of Rs 1000 and 500 
notes. But alarm bells rang when counterfeit 
Rs 2,000 notes, which have replicated nearly 
50-60 per cent of the security features, were 
seized.

The central security agencies and police 
intercepted few consignments of Rs 2,000 
notes between December 2016 and January 
from areas near Malda district. On February 
8, West Bengal Police arrested a youth with 
40 fake Rs 2,000 currency notes from Mur-
shidabad district, which is termed as the big-
gest such haul from the porous Indo-Bangla 
border region post demonetisation. 

New Delhi, Feb 12 (IANS) Child rights ac-
tivist Kailash Satyarthi’s Nobel Prize repli-
ca, stolen from his residence here last week, 
has been recovered, police said on Sunday. 
The Nobel laureate hoped for the recovery 
of its citation too and appealed to the pub-
lic to inform the police if it is found.

Satyarthi’s Nobel citation, replica of the 
medallion along with other medals and 
valuables were burgled from his Aravali 
Apartment residence in south Delhi’s Kal-
kaji area on February 7 night.

“Majority of the stolen articles have 
been recovered with the arrest of the three 
accused on Saturday night. The replica 
of the Nobel Peace Prize, gold and silver 
jewellery, two laptop computers, one wrist 
watch, one I-Pad, four imported branded 
pens, and two cameras have been recov-
ered,” Deputy Commissioner of Police 
Romil Baaniya told IANS.

“We did not find the Nobel citation from 
the possession of the criminals but are try-
ing our best to recover it,” he said. 

Calling the burglary an unfortunate in-
cident, Satyarthi appealed to people to 
understand the value of the Nobel Prize 

and thanked the Delhi Police for its speedy 
recovery. He also expressed the hope that 
the Nobel Prize citation would be recov-
ered very soon. 

“I thank the police for speedy recovery 
of the Nobel replica. As the police have ar-
rested three burglars, I hope they would 
soon recover the Nobel citation too. I ap-
peal to the people to bring it to the notice 
of the police if they find the citation any-
where,” Satyarthi told IANS.

The Delhi Police on Saturday night ar-
rested three criminals -- identified as Ra-
jan, 25, Sunil, 28, and Vinod, 35 (all broth-
ers) -- in connection with the case. 

Police said that Satyarthi’s flat in Ara-
vali Apartment was locked on the night 
it was burgled and that the Nobel laure-
ate had gone to the US. He came back to 
Delhi on February 10 and gave a list of 
stolen articles. 

Satyarthi was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 2014 jointly with Pakistani child 
rights activist Malala Yousafzai.

The original Nobel medallion given to 
Satyarthi is kept at Rashtrapati Bhavan as 
he dedicated it to the country.

Dollongmukh (Arunachal 
Pradesh), Feb 12 (IANS) The 
Arunachal Pradesh government will 
soon work to sort out the problems 
that have stalled implementation 
of the 2,000 MW Subansiri Lower 
Hydro Electric Project, Chief Min-
ister Pema Khandu said on Sunday.

Khandu, who visited the project site 
with National Hydroelectric Power 
Corporation (NHPC)officials, said 
he will have talks with Union Power 
Minister Piyush Goyal and his Assam 
counterpart Sarbananda Sonowal for 
an early solution.

The mega power project was forced 
to suspend its construction activities 
in December 2011, following protests 
from few ostakeholders and as pres-
sure groups launched a series of agita-
tions, demanding a halt till a compre-
hensive cumulative impact study was 
carried out.

The project with its initial cost esti-
mate at Rs 6,285 crore began its con-
struction in 2005. However, due to the 
delay, the revised cost estimate has 
jumped to Rs 17,435 crore as of today. 
“Finding a solution to the Subansiri 
Lower dam is highly important as the 
state government is losing to the tune 

of Rs 1.20 crore, an amount that could 
have been accrued from the 12 per 
cent free power share,” said Khandu, 
who was accompanied by Deputy 
Chief Minister Chowna Mein, Indus-
tries Minister Tamiyo Taga, Health 
Minister Jomde Kena, PHED Minister 
Bamang Felix, Transport and Supply 
Parliamentary Secretary Likha Saaya 
among others.

Khandu also visited the water in-
take site, followed by a 1.5 km drive 
inside the surge tunnel. The team 
also made a brief halt inside the 
tunnel where the NHPC officials 
briefed them about the layout of 
the 8 surge tunnels.

Promising the NHPC officials to 
sort out the problems, the Chief Min-
ister, however, stressed that all the 
concerns and matters that are prov-
ing as stumbling block to the project, 
needs urgent attention and addressed 
immediately.

“NHPC’s Subansiri Lower Dam is of 
importance not only at the local level, 
but to the state and the country. Had 
the dam been commissioned on time, 
the state could have reaped the bene-
fits in terms of employment, contrac-
tual works and tourism promotion.

Majuli (Assam), Feb 12 (IANS) 
It’s the world’s biggest river is-
land and the first such in India 
to be declared a district. Now 
plans are afoot to declare it the 
country’s first carbon-neutral 
district by 2020. It is by no means 
a mean task, but ambitious proj-
ects, with the help of locals, 
NGOs and corporate houses, are 
getting underway to achieve this.

The roadmap for the project 
is developed by IORA Ecologi-
cal Solutions, an environmen-
tal finance, policy advisory and 
project development group. 

Mitigation through forestry and 
biodiversity conservation will 
be the starting points in this car-
bon-neutral agenda, followed by 
other interventions over the next 
three years.

“To begin with, we are now col-
lecting data for preparing a car-
bon audit. Information on elec-
tricity consumption, emission 
levels by different industries and 
emissions by agricultural prac-
tices like burning of crops. Also, 
what is the total forested area,” 
said Pallav Jha, the District Com-
missioner of Majuli. “At the mo-

ment, it’s the rural emissions, be 
they agriculture-based practices 
or burning of fuel, that we have 
to check. But we have to keep in 
mind the increase in vehicular 
pollution in the near future -- 
when Majuli gets connected with 
the mainland by a national high-
way, as declared by the central 
government,” Jha told IANS.

With better connectivity, this 
ancient seat of Vaishnavite cul-
ture, which is already an attrac-
tion for tourists, more people 
and more traffic is expected to 
pour in into Majuli.

Kolkata, Feb 12 (IANS) 
Lack of policy directions for 
ensuring quality implemen-
tation of programmes makes 
the Union Budget 2017-18 al-
locations to ailing core social 
sectors like education and 
health inadequate in deliver-
ing the benefits, experts say.

Schemes like Swachh 
Bharat-Urban and the Na-
tional Social Assistance Pro-
gramme saw no increase, 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan got a 

mere 4.4 per cent rise in allo-
cation, while the Integrated 
Child Development Servic-
es got an enhancement of 
about five per cent.

Even though programmes 
like Swachh Bharat-Rural 
and the National Health 
Mission got a double-digit 
hike in percentage terms, the 
experts said the Budget was 
“disappointing” and “unsat-
isfactory”, considering the 
ground realities. “The Bud-

get is disappointing. It paid 
no attention to the effective 
implementation of the Right 
to Education (RTE) Act. A 
mere increase in the Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) by 
Rs 1,000 crore is not going 
to help in meaningful imple-
mentation of the RTE Act,” 
Right To Education Forum 
Convenor Ambarish Rai told 
IANS. He said only 9.5 per 
cent schools are RTE com-
pliant across the country af-

ter almost seven years after 
the act being implemented.

“Low allocation has been 
affecting the quality of 
education in government 
schools, where over five lakh 
teachers posts are vacant. At 
least 6.4 lakh teachers are 
untrained,” Rai said, point-
ing out the Human Resource 
Development Ministry bud-
get has remained stagnant 
at 3.7 per cent of the total 
budget.

Ten per cent of the schools 
have single teachers, 30 per 
cent are without functional 
toilets for girls and 20 per 
cent do not provide safe 
drinking water, he said.

Will sort out problems of Sub-
ansiri Hydro Electric Project: 

CM Pema Khandu

Majuli aims to be India’s first 
carbon-neutral district

Social sector may be victim of 
inadequate budget
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The fact that Donald Trump picked up Chinese in-

dependent Island Taiwan to design his policy re-

garding China, which shows that he wanted to as-

sess how far the Taiwanese wish to protect their 

independence because the latest report suggest 

that “in the changing geopolitical picture, no rela-

tionship is more important than China’s with the 

new Trump administration in the United States.” 

Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen breaking the “stra-

tegic ambiguity” the two countries had maintained 

since Washington broke off diplomatic relations 

with Taiwan in favour of mainland China. However, 

the US continued to supply military armaments to 

Taiwan to show that diplomatic relation with Tai-

wan did not mean that this policy was permanently 

visualized. At the same time, we must not forget 

that during Clinton`s Presidency, the U.S sent war-

ship to satisfy the strong response and this poli-

cy still continuing, which shows that the growing 

strength of mainland China is kept in view while 

dealing with Taiwan. The elected President Donald 

Trump is being watched very closely by Beijing as 

well as Taiwan, that is why Mr. Trump decided his 

effort of assessment regarding U.S policy based on 

Taiwan`s attitude towards mainland China. Trump 

now with his conversation with the Chinese Presi-

dent has reiterated to him the American policy of 

one China (i.e Mainland China plus Taiwan). Trump 

has now kept in view that when he selects the peo-

ple in his administration, they should understand 

his objectives because the Trans-Pacific relation-

ship which excluded China during Barack Obama`s 

time has now been discarded. Though Trump looks 

very unorganized, infact there is a theme running 

through his policy, which becomes evident when 

he complete his round of talk with the concerned 

people. We must not ignore the fact that America 

though much weaker than before, but still it is a 

country with potentials and Trump is trying to 

make America great once again. It is obvious that 

earlier administrations of America seem to have 

made many mistakes in fighting two illegal wars 

with Iraq. The entire policy of U.S.A when viewed 

now with the background of mistakes committed, it 

becomes evident that Trump does not want to con-

tinue the former administration policies because a 

great deal of treasure and much of blood has been 

wasted. Mr. Trump had begun to doubt the utility 

of NATO in presenting its policies but now has ac-

cepted NATO`s importance. Now we have to see 

how Mr. Trump will shape his policy to save blood 

and treasure on useless wars spread over not only 

in Iraq but as well as Afghanistan, so we feel that 

Mr. Trump is proceeding very carefully and shap-

ing his policies in a manner that he regains U.S 

strength and gives up the policies of wasteful wars, 

though the people don’t seem to be understanding 

Trump`s search for peace and development.                 

by VishaV

Reforms in health and edu-
cation will be the legacy 
Delhi’s AAP government 

will be known for, Health Minis-
ter Satyendar Jain says.

Jain, 49, said the Aam Aadmi 
Party’s dominant focus on the 
two sectors will force a shift in 
the political discourse and make 
other parties talk more forcefully 
about them.

“This change will be a part of 
AAP’s legacy,” Jain told IANS in 
an interview at his residence. He 
said the battle against corruption, 
despite the Delhi government’s 
limited powers, was equally sig-
nificant. 

The AAP government led by Ar-
vind Kejriwal will begin its third 
year in office on February 14.

It was on this day in 2015 that 
the AAP, for a second time, took 
power in the national capital after 
winning a sweeping 67 of the 70 

assembly seats.  A Kejriwal con-
fidant, Jain said the focus of the 
Delhi government was to provide 
the best possible school educa-
tion and healthcare facilities free 
of cost to the people.

The government has set up 
over 100 Mohalla Clinics where 
medicines, medical tests and 
doctors’ consultation are avail-
able for free. Most have come up 
in poorer areas though a handful 
are in middle class colonies.

The government had planned 
to build 1,000 such clinics by 
December 31. But that has not 
happened. The target now set is 
March 31 but it is unlikely all of 
them will be functional by then. 

Besides these primary health-
care centres, the government also 
plans to set up 150 polyclinics.

Jain, an architect by profession 
and a founder-member of AAP, 
said the aim behind the clinics 
was to see that only those suffer-

ing from very serious ailments 
ended up going to the already 
clogged hospitals.

“The main difference between 
developed and underdeveloped 
countries is availability of quality 
health and educational facilities 
at affordable cost. Our aim is to 
provide free quality (school) edu-
cation and healthcare to all, rich 
or poor,” Jain said.

He said the government 
had taken several steps to im-
prove standards in the normally 
looked-down-upon government 
schools by providing more class-
rooms, sending teachers abroad 
for training and providing mod-
ern amenities.

“If people of a country are 
healthy and well-educated, they 
will force the rulers to deliver on 
all other issues including gover-
nance.” Not surprisingly, the AAP 
showcased its achievements in 
health and education in Punjab 

and Goa where it contested the 
just-ended assembly elections. 
“No political party has ever focused 
so much on these issues in election 
campaign,” Jain said. Dismissing 
reports in a section of the media 
that the AAP - India’s youngest 
political party - would fare poorly 
in Punjab, Jain said it would win 
around 100 of the 117 seats.

But he said it was difficult to 
predict how many seats the AAP 
would win in Goa.

Asked about the party’s future 
plans if it wins in Punjab or Goa, 
Jain said: “It will be a rare occasion 
a party from one state will take 
power in another state.”

Only the Congress, the BJP and 
the CPI-M rule more than one state 
in the country.

Alluding to the BJP-led central 
government, Jain said if “political 
forces” had let the AAP government 
function in Delhi “without hurdles 
after hurdles”, it may have never 
thought of contesting in Punjab.

“We were forced to go to Punjab. 
If they tell us now that they still 
won’t let us work, then we will even 
go to Parliament,” Jain said.
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AAP legacy will be health, 
education reforms: Minister

by Mohit Dubey

The first phase of the elec-
tions to the 403-strong Uttar 
Pradesh state assembly, that 

ended on Saturday, was marked 
by many firsts in the electoral his-
tory of the politically crucial state 
-- a major one being the absence of 
many veterans and political heavy-
weights from the campaigning.

The front-ranking name in the 
list of these politicians is of Con-
gress President Sonia Gandhi. She 
has been almost out of public life 
ever since she took ill last year 
during a roadshow in Varanasi, 
the parliamentary constituency of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Sources in the Congress con-
firmed that ‘Madam’ was unwell 
and not fit enough to hit the dusty 
roads of Uttar Pradesh and plunge 
into the high-decibel campaign. 
She is, however, working the wires 
from her high-security 10, Janpath 
residence in New Delhi.

Of late, the 71-year-old Italian-
born widow of former Prime Min-
ister Rajiv Gandhi has spoken to 
some candidates in party pocket 
boroughs of Amethi and Rae Bare-
ly, asking them to “adjust to the 
alliance compulsions” with the 
Samajwadi Party (SP) and with-
draw from the race. She is strat-
egising with her daughter Priyanka 
Vadra and son and party Vice Pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi behind the 
closed doors. The second notice-
able absentee is Bharatiya Janata 
Party patriarch Lal Krishna Advani, 

who has been forced into virtual 
retirement by the new-age dispen-
sation under Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and partgy President 
Amit Shah. Right from the Ram 
Janmabhoomi movement of the 
1990s, the veteran Sindhi politician 
has always been a star campaigner 
for the party. Not any longer!

Another BJP veteran and master 
strategist of the caste matrix in Ut-
tar Pradesh, Kalyan Singh is also 
out of the campaigning scene as 
the crucial polls unfold. Holding 
the office of the Rajasthan gover-
nor, the Lodh stalwart is for now 
bound by constitutional propriety 
and cannot campaign for a politi-
cal party.

Though his son Rajveer Singh 
is a Lok Sabha member and his 
grandson Sandeep Singh is con-
testing on a BJP seat from Atrauli, 
an assembly constituency he rep-
resented eight times and held since 
1967, the 85-year-old ‘babuji’ is not 
actively involved in the hurly-burly 
of election politics. He is, however, 
invoked by Prime Minister Modi 
at election rallies as a “symbol of 
good governance”.

Samajwadi Party (SP) founder 
Mulayam Singh Yadav, recent-
ly edged out by son and Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Akhilesh 
Yadav as the party President, is 
known for his political ‘charkha 
dao’ (a wrestling master-stroke). 
The one-time wrestler has gone 
into a sort of oblivion in the 2017 
polls. Once a man in high demand 

by party candidates to seek votes 
for them, Mulayam now cuts a sor-
ry figure as his party and family are 
bitterly divided.

So far, his close aides confirmed 
to IANS, ‘netaji’ has only con-
firmed he would canvass for his 
younger brother Shivpal Singh Ya-
dav in Jaswantnagar and younger 
daughter-in-law Aparna Yadav, 
who is contesting her maiden 
election from Lucknow Cantt. He 
showed up on Saturday to seek 
support for Shivpal.

Shivpal, who enjoyed the No.2 
status in the Samajwadi Party since 
its inception 25 years ago, is now a 
lone figure. Having crossed swords 
with his estranged nephew Akh-
ilesh, he has since been pushed to 
the sidelines and has not been in-
volved in any list of star campaign-
ers for the ruling party.

At one point, till the last elec-
tions, he was the party’s favou-
rite ‘chacha’ (uncle) who had a 
helicopter at his disposal during 
the polls.

Also missing from the act are 
leaders like Amar Singh and former 
actress Jayaprada -- both now ex-
pelled from the Samajwadi Party. 
While the duo was out of the SP 
during 2012 state assembly polls 
too, the wily Thakur had floated his 
own political outfit, the Rashtriya 
Lok Manch, in 2011 and fielded 
candidates in 360 of the 403 assem-
bly seats in the 2012 polls -- not 
winning even a single seat. Film ac-
tor-turned-politician Shatrughan 

Sinha is also absent from the cam-
paign and is likely to remain so in 
the rest of the six phases that will 
be conducted over the next one 
month. The Patna MP is known to 
have angered the party leadership 
with his barbs against top leaders, 
including the Prime minister.

Multanpur MP Varun Gandhi 
has also failed to make the cut. 
Having fallen from the party high 
command’s grace, he was not in-
cluded in the initial list of star cam-
paigners for the state elections but 
was later added hastily for some of 
the phases.

The 36-year-old has since chosen 
not to accept the campaign invite 
and close aides confirm his snub. 
“Bhaiyya-ji will not campaign,” a 
close aide confirmed to IANS.

Former Lucknow MP and a close 
protege of former Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Lalji Tandon 
too has walked into the sunset. 
While his son Gopal Tandon is con-
testing on the BJP ticket from Luc-
know (East), Lalji has not hit the 
campaign trail so far. His ‘kothi’ in 
the old city’s Chowk area, which 
was once the hub of a heady mix of 
‘thandai our rajniti’ has now fallen 
quiet, again signaling the genera-
tional shift in the saffron camp.

Three-time Uttar Pradesh Vid-
han Sabha Speaker Kesharinath 
Tripathi, an eminent lawyer and 
respected Brahmin face of the 
BJP, has been forced to give the 
elections a miss. He is the West 
Bengal Governor.

One of its most prominent faces 
in the state, former UP Congress 
Committee (UPCC) chief Nirmal 
Khatri has also been sidelined and 
is not seen during the elections.
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UP elections and the missing 
‘madam, chacha, neta and babuji’ 

by anjali ojha 

A parliamentary panel has 
pulled up the government 
for delaying a new emigra-

tion policy that would keep with 
the changing times, and expressed 
displeasure over a bill being put in 
abeyance for long years.

India's current emigration 
act was formulated in 1983 and 
amended in 2009. The Emigration 
Management Bill, which is to re-
place the act, was formulated by 
the Ministry of Overseas Indian Af-
fairs in 2009 and updated in 2010 
and 2011. However, it never saw 
the light of day in Parliament.

The Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on External Affairs, headed by 
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor, in an 
earlier report had been tough on the 
government, questioning the delay 
in introducing a new emigration bill 
"that was reflective of the changed 
international as well as domestic 
situation".

"The Committee was disheart-
ened to note that the Draft Emigra-
tion Bill stated to replace the Emi-
gration Act, 1983, had been put in 
abeyance since 2011 and the min-
istry had once again failed to ad-
here to the deadline for introduc-
ing the bill during the monsoon 
session of Parliament last year," 
the panel said in its 11th report 
that was tabled in May 2016. The 
External Affairs Ministry in its reply 

said it is "conscious of the need to 
modernise the legislative frame-
work prescribed by the Emigra-
tion Act, 1983, and the Emigration 
Rules that governs emigration of 
Indians for overseas employment".

It also stated that the Ministry of 
Overseas Indian Affairs, which was 
merged with the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs in January 2016, had 
also held consultations over the 
draft Emigration Management Bill, 
but it was felt that wider consulta-
tions were needed.

The government also pointed 
out the measures like e-migrate 
platform, 24X7 Helpline "MADAD" 
for online lodging and redressal of 
grievances of the emigrants, man-
datory Pravasi Bharatiya Bima 
Yojana, and the Indian Commu-
nity Welfare Fund in Missions and 

Posts abroad as some measures.
The panel, however, rapped the 

government over the delay and 
said the ministry has "broadly re-
produced the same reply as it had 
furnished in the previous year".

The Parliamentary Committee 
said it is not convinced with the 
ministry's arguments of the other 
measures taken.

"The Committee would reiterate 
that a new framework for emigra-
tion is needed and in the absence 
of a firm legal backing, these ad-
ministrative measures are likely to 
prove insufficient," the report said.

"The Committee, in the stron-
gest possible terms, recommend 
that the Ministry should adhere to 
a time-frame to complete the con-
sultation process to evolve a com-
prehensive emigration manage-

ment framework and ensure that 
it comprises a comprehensive leg-
islative framework delineating the 
rules governing emigration law by 
replacing the obsolete Emigration 
Act, 1983," it said.

Before the merger of the Min-
istry of Overseas Affairs with the 
External Affairs Ministry, the then 
Minister of State for Overseas Af-
fairs V.K. Singh in a written reply in 
Lok Sabha had said salient features 
of the proposed bill include trans-
forming emigration into a simple, 
transparent, efficient, and humane 
economic process with emphasis 
on management of migration that 
includes facilitating legal migration 
and preventing illegal migration.

It will also enable ethical recruit-
ment practices, enhance the pro-
tection and welfare of emigrants 
and matters connected therewith, 
the minister had said.

In another reply to the Lok Sabha 
in July 2014, V.K. Singh had said the 
bill was at the stage of inter-minis-
terial consultations and no time 
limit could be given for it.

The bill proposes constitution 
of an Emigration Management 
Authority, which will manage and 
regulate recruitment and enrol-
ment agencies, accreditation of 
employees, registration of emi-
grants and obtaining intimation 
from students going abroad.
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Parliamentary panel raps government for 
delaying new Emigration Act

trump is slowly trying 
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Arab Spring and 
its dialectics

By MusTapHa KarKouTI

Apart from Tunisia, where the Arab Spring 
has made some significant changes, the 
Arab world continues to be miserably 

trapped in an unprecedented tragic predica-
ment that has been increasingly and danger-
ously threatening — with different degrees 
— the livelihood of the population.  Reacting 
to oppressively dictatorial rule in the region, 
people spontaneously took their anger to the 
streets of several Arab capitals in search of an-
swers to their misery. It all happened following 
the popular success of the uprising in Tunisia 
against the regime of former president Zine Al 
Abidine Bin Ali, who ruthlessly ruled the coun-
try for almost three decades.

Ever since, heated discussions have been tak-
ing place everywhere in the region, and among 
foreign observers as well, over the outcome, 
relative success and the purpose of the Arab 
Spring. The latter has been mostly a series of 
unpredictably anti-government protests, upris-
ings and in some cases even armed rebellions. 
World powers, whether directly or indirectly 
involved, seem to be sadly looking only into 
ways of how to make the best out of this calam-
ity. Each power is shamefully considering ways 
of how to protect their own interests and how 
to cash in on the fast-changing political map of 
the Middle East.

It is as if history is repeating itself one more 
time, a hundred years later. It was in 1917 when 
the then two colonial super powers, Britain and 
France, carved out the Levant between them 
after the First World War. The sudden uprising 
shocked a lot of people since it happened after 
a long period of an almost total silence over un 
interrupted three or four decades of rule, often 
by the same person or dynasty.

When the uprising happened, it was quickly 
labelled ‘Arab Spring’ — a reference used to 
describe the turmoil in Eastern Europe in 1989, 
that eventually brought down the Soviet Union. 
The seemingly well-entrenched Communist 
bloc began to disintegrate under the influence 
of popular protests in a domino effect. 

But unlike the Arab countries during their 
‘spring’, most countries in the former Commu-
nist bloc were emboldened by democratic coun-
tries in Western Europe to adopt the latter’s po-
litical systems and the principles of free trade 
and market economy. Western democracies also 
were quick in their efforts to accommodate the 
former Soviet satellite European states.

However, events in the Arab World had gone 
in different directions and the region had un-
fortunately shifted to an area of uncertainty 
and what now seems to be everlasting gloom. 
With no alternative political system and in the 
absence of a home-grown leadership to take 
over, the Arab Spring has brought calamity in-
stead of solutions to the region.

Only Tunisia has managed to chalk out a 
promising path, though it is still economically 
unstable. Yemen’s internal crisis has turned into 
a state of painfully bloody war, resulting from 
the heinous interference of Iran and its heavy, 
direct support to Al Houthi rebels and forces of 
the former deposed leader, Ali Abdullah Saleh.

Meanwhile, Syria and Libya were quickly drawn 
into an unprecedented plight that has turned 
over the last six years into a seemingly permanent 
stage of civil, regional and international turmoil. 
These events combined have deeply left their 
marks on the region’s other Arab countries.

Messy uncertainty
Conditions for an uprising were there for 

many years, but it has taken longer to come 
about than it should have. The region’s econ-
omy by and large was totally stagnant, its re-
gimes failed to deliver and were politically 
corrupt and repressive. At the same time, the 
region’s youth, representing most of the popu-
lation, were hugely disenchanted, which led to 
the triggering of the uprising that took almost 
everyone by surprise. The uprising of 2011 was 
undoubtedly the long-awaited reaction to au-
tocratic rule, anger at the security apparatus 
of these regimes, ever-rising prices and the 
ghoulish corruption that had become the main 
source of income for certain unscrupulous in-
dividuals and state officials.

Unlike 1989 Communist Europe, the 2011 
Arab Spring countries had no unified vision 
of the political and economic model that they 
would like to bring in to replace the existing 
one. In fact, there were countries that had no 
idea of any model whatsoever. Additionally, 
there were, and still are, several political and 
economic models that differentiate between 
one country from the other. This of course, ex-
plains why the nature of protests in each of the 
countries affected by Arab Spring was different 
in scope and aim.

So, was the Arab Spring a failure?
Some will simplistically say, ‘yes’, based on the 

assumption that the intifada (uprising) has not 
achieved its political and economic aims. But in 
the long term, the Arab Spring should be viewed 
as a catalyst for change in the entire region.

courTEsy : al-jazEEra

Some may simply say that the 
uprisings since 2011 in the Arab 
world have not achieved their 
ends. But in the long term, these 
should be viewed as catalysts for 
change in the entire region

By BappadITya cHaTTErjEE 

Lack of policy directions for ensur-
ing quality implementation of pro-
grammes makes the Union Budget 

2017-18 allocations to ailing core social 
sectors like education and health inad-
equate in delivering the benefits, experts 
say. Schemes like Swachh Bharat-Urban 
and the National Social Assistance Pro-
gramme saw no increase, Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan got a mere 4.4 per cent rise in 
allocation, while the Integrated Child De-
velopment Services got an enhancement 
of about five per cent.

Even though programmes like Swachh 
Bharat-Rural and the National Health 
Mission got a double-digit hike in per-
centage terms, the experts said the Bud-
get was "disappointing" and "unsatisfac-
tory", considering the ground realities.

"The Budget is disappointing. It paid 
no attention to the effective implementa-
tion of the Right to Education (RTE) Act. 
A mere increase in the Sarva Shiksha Ab-
hiyan (SSA) by Rs 1,000 crore is not going 
to help in meaningful implementation of 
the RTE Act," Right To Education Forum 
Convenor Ambarish Rai told IANS.

He said only 9.5 per cent schools are 
RTE compliant across the country af-
ter almost seven years after the act be-
ing implemented. "Low allocation has 

been affecting the quality of education 
in government schools, where over five 
lakh teachers posts are vacant. At least 
6.4 lakh teachers are untrained," Rai 
said, pointing out the Human Resource 
Development Ministry budget has re-
mained stagnant at 3.7 per cent of the 
total budget.

Ten per cent of the schools have single 
teachers, 30 per cent are without func-
tional toilets for girls and 20 per cent do 
not provide safe drinking water, he said.

K.J. Nath, former Director of the All 
India Institute of Hygiene and Public 
Health, said while the Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Ministry has received a wel-
come jump of 23 per cent this year at Rs 
48,852 crore, the resource cut in Urban 
Health Mission to Rs 752 crore from Rs 
950 crore in the previous budget was 
"unsatisfactory".

"The budget announced a target of 
eliminating kala-azar and filariasis by 
2017, leprosy by 2018, measles by 2020 
and tuberculosis by 2025. But where are 
the budgetary resources to reach these 
targets," Nath asked.

The budget allocation for the health 
sector as a share of the GDP is less than 
one per cent, which falls far short of 
meeting the long-standing demand of 
upping the this to over two per cent, he 

complained. Citing an example of how 
the resource crunch has crippled the 
implementation of programmes, Nath, 
Chairman of West Bengal's Arsenic Task 
Force, told IANS: 

"The central government recently re-
vised the permissible limit of arsenic to 
0.01 milligram per litre of water from 0.05 
milligram per litre as per the guidelines of 
the World Health Organization, which is 
good. But since due to a fund shortage we 
faced challenges in maintaining the ear-
lier limit, it would be a daunting task to 
meet the revised standard."

"The Union Budget has neither provid-
ed a policy direction for ensuring quality 
delivery mechanism in public healthcare 
services, nor offered a widespread mar-
ket-oriented training in the education 
sector," Jadavpur University economics 
Professor Ajitava Roychaudhuri said.

He, however, welcomed the proposal for 
launching the Rs 4,000 crore Skill Acquisi-
tion and Knowledge Awareness for Liveli-
hood Promotion programme (SANKALP) 
which intends to provide market-friendly 
training to 3.5 crore youth.

Sectors like small and medium indus-
tries and real estate -- which were severe-
ly hit by the government's demonetisa-
tion exercise -- got some policy measures 
but that was not the case with the social 

sector. Roychaudhuri said one reason 
could be that the sector does not provide 
a "short-term multiplier effect" to boost 
economic growth despite its long-term 
positive impact.

"After demonetisation, the govern-
ment's short-term goal is to revive eco-
nomic growth. Real estate and infra-
structure sectors can provide a positive 
short-term multiplier effect that can 
push up growth in the near-term, but 
the social sector cannot offer such mul-
tiplier impact in the short-run. It has a 
long-term positive impact on economic 
growth," he said.

Again, though the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Act (MGNREGA) scheme received 
the highest allocation ever at Rs 48,000 
crore from the previous year's Rs 38,500 
crore, this is only one per cent more 
than the revised estimate of Rs 47,499 
crore for 2016-17.

"In that sense, the increase in allocation 
was meagre. The job scheme should have 
got more allocation, particularly when 
the demand in the economy remains 
subdued. Higher employment and better 
income under the programme could give 
an impetus to demand in the economy," 
Raychaudhuri noted.
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Corruption in pakistan — cricket and beyond
The corruption-related controversies surrounding a succession of Pakistani leaders has indeed meant that 

decision-makers at the top of the power echelon have practically lost their moral authority
By FarHan BoKHarI

Friday’s high-profile suspension of 
two Pakistan cricketers — Sharjeel 
Khan and Khalid Latif — on charg-

es of their involvement in an interna-
tional corruption scam, raises more 
questions than answers on the south 
Asian country’s ability to comprehen-
sively clean up itself.

Key officials from the Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) proudly revealed the deci-
sion to suspend the players as a reform-
ist act. And yet, cleaning up Pakistan’s 
national sport — cricket — does not even 
qualify to be counted as a tip of the ice-
berg, so far as reforming the country is 
concerned.

Pakistanis are indeed passionate about 
cricket and the sport has the undisputed 
status as the national pastime. Yet, Fri-
day’s reported revelation did not mark 
the first time that the practice of graft in 
cricket became known. 

In areas across the board, including 
other sports, match-fixing is known to 
have taken place. While these revelations 
have struck an emotional chord with 
Pakistan’s cricket fans, the country’s evo-
lution in the past few years has raised 
plenty of questions over its direction.

There are fundamentally two inter-
related questions. On the one hand, the 
acceptability or not of graft must be seen 
as part of the country’s overall environ-
ment. But on the other hand, action, as 

undertaken by the cricket board, does 
not necessarily suggest that the problem 
is even beginning to be solved. Indeed, 
the roots of the issue may well extend far 
and beyond just one measure aimed at 
cleansing just one sport of malpractices. 
In fact, the sorry episode that led to Fri-
day’s revelations must serve as a power-
ful reminder of a central problem faced 
by the country — the increasing accept-
ability of corruption.

In the past year, that acceptability has 
emerged as a powerful issue in the wake 
of revelations surrounding Prime Min-
ister Nawaz Sharif’s three children and 
their massive wealth stashed away over-
seas. The discovery of that wealth in the 
so called ‘Panama leaks’ has been fol-
lowed by ongoing Supreme Court inves-
tigations. Its too early to predict the out-
come, but the very fact that the case has 
emerged in public domain is a step in the 
right direction.

Yet, the fundamental issue for Pakistan 
is indeed that of just too many loopholes 
that have allowed unscrupulous citizens 
to indulge in corrupt practices.

At one end of the spectrum, there are 
laws framed under a previous tenure of 
Sharif as prime minister that allow in-
dividuals to keep unlimited foreign cur-
rency funds in onshore bank accounts, 
without revealing the source of their 
funds. At the other end lies the issue of 
immunity from tax payments for farm 

owners. In recent years, a crash in ag-
ricultural income has practically erased 
the scope for raising significant new 
revenue from farm owners. But the big 
gap in this sector remains the absence 
of a legal framework to bring this sector 
under the tax laws.

More broadly, however, the failure to 
fill the gaps in the existing tax collection 
system and the failure to tightly enforce 
the law around dodgy individuals have 
indeed cost Pakistan dear. The issue is 
not just measurable in financial terms. 
More importantly, there are intangible 
elements — the most vital being a coun-
trywide culture of tax evasion.

The scourge of corruption across Paki-
stan has taken its toll on the workings of 
the government and the private sector. 
Examples of the former tainted with cor-
ruption range from offices of municipal 
services to basic utilities such as gas and 
electricity, stretching right up to the po-
lice force. All these represent segments 
where corruption is so deep-rooted that 
graft is completely acceptable! 

Meanwhile, the private sector has also 
learnt to measure up to the name of the 
game. Private entrepreneurs have learnt 
to work with corrupt practices as a cost 
factor built into their systems. The ad-
ditional costs are being conveniently 
passed on to end-users as charges for the 
final products. It is not surprising that 
certain segments of Pakistan’s businesses 

are unable to keep pace with foreign com-
petitors owing to the cost being incurred 
due to corruption.

Given such a scenario, Friday’s rev-
elations must not be treated as a flash 
in the pan. It must serve as a powerful 
reminder of the ultimate consequences 
of Pakistan’s increasing acceptance of 
corruption as a fact of daily life. Indeed, 
a clean-up in Pakistan cricket was long 
overdue, but it would be meaningless if 
that is done in isolation from the way the 
country is run.

And the clean-up act must begin right 
at the top of the country’s ruling struc-
ture. The corruption-related controver-
sies surrounding a succession of Pakistani 
leaders has indeed meant that decision-
makers at the top of the power echelon 
have practically lost their moral author-
ity, either to lead by example and/or force 
others to become reform oriented.

On the streets of Pakistan, ordinary 
folks have the right to resist reforms 
undertaken in the name of battling cor-
ruption, unless backed by examples of 
a clean-up getting underway at the top. 
It is possible that beyond the two crick-
eters named on Friday, others in the 
world of Pakistani cricket will be taken 
to task, but the issue extends far be-
yond just the most favourite national 
pastime. It is indeed about saving the 
future of a nation as a whole.
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Social sector may be victim of inadequate budget

France’s presidential election is becoming a mud fight
By lEonId BErsHIdsKy

The final round of the French presi-
dential election is just three months 
away, but the race is already dirtier 

than the one in the United States last 
year. All three front-runners — indepen-
dent centre-left politician Emmanuel 
Macron, centre-right candidate Francois 
Fillon and nationalist-populist Marine Le 
Pen — have faced accusations of financial 
wrongdoing.

French voters are cynical about their 
politicians. Last summer, a survey by 
Harris Interactive for the French office of 
Transparency International found that 
54 per cent of the French believed their 
country’s elite to be corrupt, for the most 
part. That share goes up to about three 
quarters for local and European legisla-
tors, the president and the national gov-
ernment. Scandals are part of daily life 
and they won’t necessarily affect the out-
come of the election, but the circus is in 
full swing, anyway.

Last week, Fillon announced grimly 
that he’d stay in the race despite revela-
tions that he’d paid his family members 
about $1 million (Dh3.67 million) out of 
his parliamentary budget for services op-
ponents claim were never rendered. Juicy 
details just kept coming: He’d paid his 
wife Penelope a severance fee after laying 
her off as his aide; he’d employed his sons 
for legal services though they hadn’t been 
qualified lawyers; he’d paid them all more 
than the going rates for parliamentary 
aides. All this from someone who took the 
high moral ground as he fought for the 
centre-right nomination, using their own 
financial scandals against rivals Nicolas 
Sarkozy and Alain Juppe. Fillon said he 

regretted the actions, but explained it had 
all been legal (indeed, France has lax rules 
on nepotism) and accepted custom at the 
time; though 65 per cent of French voters 
were unconvinced.

Fillon, scarred and pushed back in the 
polls by “Penelopegate”, is now being 
extra careful about observing campaign 
finance laws. After all, Sarkozy has just 
been ordered to stand trial for the cam-
paign spending violations in his failed 
2012 campaign, and Fillon would rather 
be outspent than faced with another 
scandal.

Le Pen faces her own ethical problems. 
The biggest of these comes from Brussels, 
where she too, is accused of paying fake 
parliamentary aides. Le Pen is a member 
of the European Parliament, and as such, 
she is given a $25,700 monthly budget for 
payments to staff.

 The staff members, however, are 
meant to work on the European agenda 
and to live in Brussels, and, according to 
the conclusions of a European Parliament 
investigation, Le Pen and other legisla-
tors from her National Front party have 
misused the funds by essentially paying 
people to work for the party in France. 

The European Parliament is trying to 
recover about half a million euros from 
the parliamentary group that includes Le 

Pen and her fellow party members — a lot 
of money for Le Pen, given the National 
Front’s highly publicised financial diffi-
culties. Le Pen is now suing the European 
Parliament, claiming that the investiga-
tion was inspired by a political foe, former 
speaker Martin Schulz, a German Social 
Democrat.

 There’s potential trouble for Le Pen in 
France, too, involving the way the Nation-
al Front funded its previous campaigns. 
The party employed the companies of 
Le Pen’s close friends to print campaign 
materials and set up websites, allegedly at 
inflated prices, and then got the govern-
ment to reimburse the expenses, as it is 
obliged to do when a party meets a cer-
tain threshold of support.

 The National Front also took out expen-
sive loans from Jeanne, a microparty set 
up by Le Pen, and had them repaid from 
government coffers after the campaigns 
ended. Le Pen hasn’t been charged with 
any wrongdoing or even interrogated, but 
there’s still plenty of time for this to blow 
up before the election — just as there’s 
time for a potential scandal involving the 
property declarations of Le Pen and her 
father, National Front founder Jean-Ma-
rie Le Pen. They are being investigated for 
allegedly undervaluing their properties 
listed in the declarations.

Even political novice Macron, whose 
experience in government is limited to a 
short stint as economic minister, is under 
a cloud. In a recently published book, he 
was accused of using ministry funds to 
start his presidential campaign. Both he 
and government officials have vehement-
ly denied the charge and it has not led to 
an investigation, but it’s still out there 

for Macron’s enemies to use. The attacks 
have also been personal. He is married to 
his high school French teacher, 24 years 
older than he is. A sensationalist publica-
tion known for revealing President Fran-
cois Hollande’s affair with actress Julie 
Gayet, published a suggestive piece about 
Macron that it later removed from its 
website. Macron has sought to deflect the 
rumours with a joke, telling an audience 
in Paris that his wife Brigitte wonders how 
he could lead a double life if he’s with her 
all the time. So far, the polls still have him 
beating Le Pen in a run-off.

So far, Fillon has suffered the most from 
the dirt eruption, probably because of the 
virtuous image he had tried to cultivate 
before the payments to his family came 
to light. Eurosceptic Le Pen may end up 
benefiting from her spat with the Europe-
an Parliament — her usual defence, that 
corrupt, cosmopolitan elites are against 
her, has worked well with that electorate 
so far. As Americans saw with Republican 
candidate and eventual President Donald 
Trump, attempts to accuse a nationalist 
candidate of corruption can backfire. Le 
Pen is immunising herself by playing Joan 
of Arc in slick videos like the one released 
last week.

It’s likely that the candidates will be 
showered with more mud in the remain-
ing time before the vote, and DSGE, the 
French intelligence service, expects Rus-
sia to support Le Pen’s candidacy with 
attempts to compromise her rivals using 
social networks. French voters will yet 
need to draw on their reserves of cyni-
cism, and outside observers need a big 
bowl of popcorn.
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As presidential polls 
approach, French voters 
will need to draw on their 
reserves of cynicism, while 
outside observers need a big 
bowl of popcorn
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Nazi-era German anthem at tennis 
tournament sparks outrage

Washington, Feb 12 (IANS) The United States Tennis 
Association has apologised after a version of the German 
national anthem associated with the Nazi era was acci-
dentally sung at a tournament in Hawaii.

The obsolete first verse, including the words “Ger-
many, Germany above all else” was sung by a soloist at 
the Fed Cup. The error left members of the German team 
and fans upset and angry.

The USTA extended “a sincere apology to the German 
Fed Cup team and fans for the outdated National An-
them”. “This mistake will not occur again,” it said.

Germany’s Andrea Petkovic and Alison Riske of the US 
were about to play their first-round tie when the anthem 
was heard.

“It was an absolute outrage and affront, the lowest,” 
Petkovic said. “It was by some way the worst thing that’s 
happened to me, especially in the Fed Cup.”

The song, the Deutschlandlied, became the official 
German anthem under the democratic Weimar Republic 
in the 1920s.

UN appoints new envoy to Libya; 
US objects

Tripoli, Feb 12 (IANS) Palestinian diplomat Salam Fayy-
ad has been appointed as the new UN special envoy to 
Libya and the Head of the UN Support Mission in Libya.

The appointment was announced on Saturday by UN 
Secretary General Antonio Guterres.

The US, however, objected to the choice of Fayyad, 
saying the US was “disappointed to see a letter indicat-
ing the intention to appoint the former Palestinian Au-
thority Prime Minister to lead the UN Mission in Libya”, 
Xinhua news agency reported.

“For too long the UN has been unfairly biased in fa-
vour of the Palestinian Authority to the detriment of our 
allies in Israel,” US envoy to the UN Nikki Haley said.

The US objection was condemned by the Executive 
Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organisation, 
with its member Hanan Ashrawi saying the objection 
was “unconscionable”.

“We hope that saner voices will prevail and the US will 
take back this irrational and discriminatory decision im-
mediately and not deprive the UN of such a highly quali-
fied individual,” Ashrawi said in a statement.

Violent clashes over alleged rape 
by French police

Paris, Feb 12 (IANS) Clashes broke out in Paris, where some 
2,000 people had gathered to protest against police brutality 
and the alleged rape of a 22-year-old man by an officer, the 
media reported.

Demonstrators on Saturday held placards reading “police 
rapes” and “police kills innocents” as they rallied outside 
a courthouse in the suburb of Bobigny, north-east of the 
French capital, surrounded by a large contingent of riot po-
lice, France 24 reported.

While the rally was mostly peaceful, eyewitnesses at the 
scene said clashes broke out after a handful of protesters 
hurled projectiles at the police and several vehicles were set 
alight, including a van belonging to RTL radio station. 

The police responded with tear gas.
Earlier on Saturday, four people were arrested in the port 

city of Marseille on the sidelines of another march against po-
lice violence, officials said. 

Similar protests took place in other French cities, including 
Toulouse and Orleans, France 24 reported.

11 die in Bangladesh road 
accident

Dhaka, Feb 12 (IANS) At least 11 persons were killed and 
three were injured in a collision between a bus and a van in 
Narsingdi district of Bangladesh on Sunday.

Almost all of those killed in the Dhaka-Sylhet Highway ac-
cident were travelling in the van, BD News quoted police as 
saying. Hundreds die in such road accidents in Bangladesh 
every year. Bad roads, rash driving, poor visibility during win-
ter due to fog and poor condition of vehicles cause most of 
the accidents.

Over 200 kg explosives seized in 
Afghanistan

Kabul, Feb 12 (IANS) Over 200 kg explosives were seized by 
the Afghan National Police in Kunduz province, a police of-
ficial said on Sunday.

“Based on a tip-off, the ANP intercepted a vehicle on the 
outskirts of Kunduz city and recovered 210 kg of explosives 
late Saturday night,” Xinhua news agency quoted the official 
as saying.

A militant was held, the vehicle was confiscated and the ex-
plosives were destroyed safely by a bomb disposal team.

WORLD SNIPPETS North Korea conducts 
ballistic missile test

Germany president: 
Steinmeier chosen by 

lawmakersPyongyong, Feb 12 (IANS) 
North Korea has fired a bal-
listic missile in the first such 
test since Donald Trump took 
office as US president.

Mr Trump assured Japan’s 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
that “America stands behind 
Japan, its great ally, 100%”.

The missile flew east to-
wards the Sea of Japan for 
about 500km (300 miles), 
South Korean officials say.

Mr Abe said the test was 
“absolutely intolerable”. Jap-
anese officials say the missile 
did not reach its waters.

Speaking at a joint confer-
ence during a visit to the US, 
Mr Abe added that Mr Trump 
had also assured him that he 
was committed to “further en-
forcing our alliance”.

During his election cam-
paign, Mr Trump said US de-
fence commitments to Japan 
and South Korea were unfair 

and also called for Japan to 
pay the full cost of stationing 
US troops on its soil.

North Korea has conducted 
a number of nuclear and mis-
sile tests in the past year that 
continue to alarm and anger 
the region. The tests are in 
contravention of UN resolu-
tions designed to curb the 
North’s nuclear activities.

Sunday’s launch took place 
at 07:55 local time (22:55 GMT 
Saturday) from the Banghyon 
air base in North Pyongan 
province on the west side of 
the Korean peninsula.

The missile reached an al-
titude of about 550km (350 
miles), the South Korean mili-
tary said.

The military said it ap-
peared to be a Musudan in-
termediate-range missile, ca-
pable of flying up to 4,000km 
and reaching the US territory 
of Guam in the Pacific Ocean.

In January, North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un warned 
that his military was close to 
testing long-range missiles 
capable of reaching the Unit-
ed States mainland and carry-
ing nuclear warheads.

Mr Trump derided the claim 
in a tweet, saying: “It won’t 
happen.” South Korea’s for-
eign ministry said that “North 
Korea’s repeated provoca-
tions show the Kim Jong-un 
regime’s nature of irrational-
ity, maniacally obsessed in its 
nuclear and missile develop-
ment”.

Japan’s Chief Cabinet Sec-
retary Yoshihide Suga con-
firmed the missile had not 
reached Japanese territo-
rial waters, adding that Tokyo 
would make a “strong pro-
test” to North Korea over the 
incident.

There has so far been no 
comment from North Korea.

Berlin, Feb 12 (IANS) 
Former German foreign 
minister Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier has been elect-
ed president by a parlia-
mentary assembly.

The Social Democrat, 61, 
is popular, scoring highly 
in opinion polls.

The post is largely cer-
emonial, but the presi-
dent represents Germany 
abroad and is seen as car-
rying moral weight.

During the US election 
campaign, the usually cir-
cumspect former lawyer 
described Donald Trump as 
a “hate preacher” and pre-
dicted more challenging re-
lations with Washington.

Mr Steinmeier was cho-
sen by the Federal Assembly 
meeting in parliament in 
Berlin. The assembly groups 
1,260 lawmakers and rep-

resentatives from various 
social fields delegated by 
Germany’s 16 states. Elec-
tors included Olivia Jones, 
a colourful drag queen sent 
to vote by the Green Party 
in Lower Saxony. Mr Stein-
meier, who takes up the post 
on 19 March, held the post of 
foreign minister twice for a 
total of eight years.

Both terms were served 
under Chancellor Angela 
Merkel in grand coalitions 
of Christian Democrats 
and Social Democrats.

In 2009, he stood un-
successfully against Mrs 
Merkel in the federal 
election. Mr Steinmeier’s 
election to the presidency 
is seen as a boost by the 
Social Democrats as they 
seek to unseat Mrs Merkel 
in September’s federal 
elections.

Toronto, Feb 12 (IANS) Indian-
origin tech leaders in Canada say 
the controversial visa and travel 
restrictions imposed by US Presi-
dent Donald Trump will be a boon 
for tech recruitment and invest-
ment in Canada.

“This provides a great opportu-
nity for the best talent from India 
to come, live and work in Canada,” 
said Shafin Diamond Tejani, the 
CEO of Fantasy 360, a Vancouver-
based global leader in creating im-
mersive experiences and games us-
ing Virtual Reality (VR), Augmented 
Reality (AR) and Mixed Reality (MR).

“We are already getting inquiries 
from Indian techies, both in India 
and in the United States, about re-
locating to Vancouver,” said Tejani, 

whose family is originally from Gu-
jarat. Together with his partner Ray 
Walia, another NRI in Vancouver 
who runs the not-for-profit tech in-
cubator Launch Academy, Tejani is 
working on streamlined avenues to 
attract top tech talent from India.

The duo is part of the Canadian 
technology community that has 
written to Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau urging him to provide 
visas to those caught by Trump’s 
executive orders.

“In choosing to hire, train, and 
mentor the best people in the 
world, we can build global compa-
nies that grow our economy,” said 
the letter adding, “By embracing 
diversity, we can drive innovation 
to benefit the world.”

Geneva, Feb 12 (IANS) 
People in Switzerland 
have been voting to de-
cide whether the country’s 
strict rules on citizenship 
should be relaxed. Being 
born in Switzerland does 
not guarantee citizenship. 
Non-Swiss residents must 
typically wait 12 years be-
fore applying. Tests and 
government interviews are 
also required, which can be 
expensive. The new propos-
al would allow third-gener-
ation immigrants to avoid 
some of that bureaucracy.

It would directly affect 
those born in Switzerland, 
whose parents and grand-
parents also lived in the 
country permanently. Sup-

porters of the plan to simplify 
the process argue that it is 
ridiculous to ask people who 
were born and have lived 
all their lives in Switzerland 
to prove that they are inte-
grated. However, opponents 
suggest that the measures 
could lead to further steps 
that will eventually allow all 
non-Swiss residents - 25% of 
the population - to gain easy 
citizenship.

Some have argued that 
the new proposal could lead 
to a so-called “Islamisation” 
of the country, with one op-
position poster featuring a 
woman in a niqab.

More than half of third-
generation residents in Swit-
zerland are descended from 

Italian immigrants. Other large 
groups have roots in the Bal-
kans and Turkey. Voting end-
ed at 12:00 local time (11:00 
GMT). First results are expect-
ed on Sunday afternoon.

The current vetting pro-
cedure, aimed at ensur-
ing that new citizens are 
well integrated, includes 
interviews carried out by 
town councils. Questions 
put to interviewees can in-
clude requests to name lo-
cal cheeses or mountains. 
Those in favour of main-
taining the current system 
also argue that the strict 
vetting rules make it superi-
or to the more anonymous 
systems in neighbouring 
France and Germany.

Switzerland votes on 
relaxing its citizenship rules

Indian techies 
welcome in Canada 

after Trump ban

Greek WW2 bomb 
deactivated after 

mass Thessaloniki 
evacuation

Nearly 100 bushfires raging in 
Australia’s New South Wales state

Athens, Feb 12 (IANS) A World War Two 
bomb has been deactivated in the Greek city 
of Thessaloniki after it forced the evacuation 
of some 70,000 people, officials say.

The 250kg (500lb) bomb was discovered 
during excavation works. It will now be re-
moved and taken to a firing range.

It is thought to be one of the largest wartime 
bombs to be found in urban Greece.

Police went house-to-house to evacuate 
residents so the work could be done.

It was one of the largest peacetime evacua-
tions in Greece. Many people left in their cars, 
but some were sent in buses to schools and 
sports halls.

The deactivation was delayed as police had 
to remove a camera placed above the crater 
by a Greek media outlet, AFP news agency 
reported. Residents were warned to remain 
outside the evacuation zone until the removal 
of the bomb, expected to take place later on 
Sunday.

“The danger remains. Citizens must stay 
outside the evacuation zone until the bomb 
removal process is completed,” regional gov-
ernor Apostolos Tzitzikostas said.

A state of emergency had been declared in 
the three municipalities affected by the oper-
ation. Trains and buses were suspended, and 
church services cancelled.

Among those evacuated were 450 refugees 
living in a former factory who were taken to 
the city’s archaeological museum. The bomb 
was discovered last week near a petrol station 
during work to expand fuel storage tanks. The 
army says it will be taken to a firing range, 
where a decision will then be taken on how 
best to neutralise it.

Sydney, Feb 12 (IANS) Rural ar-
eas of Australia’s New South Wales 
(NSW) state have been evacuated 
as wildfires rage across the state, 
threatening homes and closing 
roads. Some 97 fires were burning 
across the state, with 37 uncon-
tained, the Rural Fire Service said.

One person had been flown to 
hospital in Sydney after suffering 
burns, the authorities said.

A heatwave has seen tempera-
tures in some areas hit records 
while fast winds from the desert 
were fanning flames.

More than 2,000 firefighters, 
many of them volunteers, were 
battling the fires. Officials said the 
conditions were worse than during 
the 2009 “Black Saturday” fires in 

the state of Victoria, which killed 
173 people. “This is the worst day 
we have seen in the history of New 
South Wales when it comes to fire 
danger ratings and fire conditions,” 
Shane Fitzsimmons, the state’s ru-
ral fire chief, told reporters.

Emergency warnings were issued 
for several areas, with residents told 
to evacuate if they could or seek 
shelter and avoid bush or grassland 
where it was too late to leave.

One blaze, the Sir Ivan fire east 
of Dunedoo, was spreading quickly 
amid difficult and dangerous con-
ditions, the rural fire service said. A 
13-year-old boy and a 40-year-old 
man were charged on Sunday for 
allegedly starting fires. Weather of-
ficials said a southerly wind linked to 

colder weather was due to arrive on 
Sunday evening and would offer some 
relief, although it could create volatile 
conditions as it met northwesterly 
winds currently fanning the bushfires.

The hot conditions since Friday 
have caused the cancellation of big 
sporting events and led to pressure 
on electricity supplies.

A paper mill, water treatment 
operations and Australia’s largest 
aluminium smelting company To-
mago were among businesses to 
stop operations to conserve energy 
on Friday. Temperatures in some 
parts of the state have risen above 
45C. In Queensland to the north of 
New South Wales, record-breaking 
temperatures of more than 40C 
were also seen.

Cheating Frenchman sues Uber for 
tipping off wife about affair

Paris, Feb 12 (IANS) A 
businessman in south-
ern France is suing ride-
hailing company Uber 
over his wife’s discovery 
of rides he took to see his 
lover, his lawyer said.

The man says he once 
requested an Uber driver 
from his wife’s phone.

Despite logging off, the 
application continued to 
send notifications to her 
iPhone afterwards, re-
vealing his travel history 

and arousing her suspi-
cions.

The couple have since 
divorced. The lawsuit is 
reportedly worth up to 
€45m ($48m; £38m).

“My client was the vic-
tim of a bug in an appli-
cation,” his lawyer Da-
vid-André Darmon told 
AFP news agency after 
the case was lodged at a 
court in Grasse.

“The bug has caused 
him problems in his pri-

vate life,” Mr Darmon 
added. The lawyer did 
not comment on a report 
in Le Figaro newspa-
per that the lawsuit was 
worth up to €45m, say-
ing only that his client 
wished to remain dis-
creet and anonymous.

Other users had also 
encountered the Uber 
software bug, Le Figaro 
said.

The newspaper carried 
out its own experiment 

by logging in and out 
of Uber on one iPhone 
and then logging in on 
another and ordering 
a driver. The app then 
sent screen notifications 
about the order to both 
phones.

The glitch affected 
iPhones before a soft-
ware update in Decem-
ber, the newspaper said. 
Android phones did not 
appear to be affected.

Uber said it would not 
comment on the case 
but added that the best 
possible protection of 
clients’ personal details 
was a priority.
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New Delhi, Feb 12, Dollongmukh (Arunachal Pradesh), 
Feb 12 (IANS) The Arunachal Pradesh government will 
soon work to sort out the problems that have stalled imple-
mentation of the 2,000 MW Subansiri Lower Hydro Elec-
tric Project, Chief Minister Pema Khandu said on Sunday. 
Khandu, who visited the project site with National Hydro-
electric Power Corporation (NHPC)officials, said he will 
have talks with Union Power Minister Piyush Goyal and 
his Assam counterpart Sarbananda Sonowal for an early 
solution.  The mega power project was forced to suspend 
its construction activities in December 2011, following 
protests from few ostakeholders and as pressure groups 
launched a series of agitations, demanding a halt till a 
comprehensive cumulative impact study was carried out.  
The project with its initial cost estimate at Rs 6,285 crore 
began its construction in 2005. However, due to the delay, 
the revised cost estimate has jumped to Rs 17,435 crore as 
of today.  “Finding a solution to the Subansiri Lower dam 
is highly important as the state government is losing to the 

tune of Rs 1.20 crore, an amount that could have been ac-
crued from the 12 per cent free power share,” said Khandu, 
who was accompanied by Deputy Chief Minister Chowna 
Mein, Industries Minister Tamiyo Taga, Health Minister 
Jomde Kena, PHED Minister Bamang Felix, Transport and 
Supply Parliamentary Secretary Likha Saaya among oth-
ers.  Khandu also visited the water intake site, followed 
by a 1.5 km drive inside the surge tunnel. The team also 
made a brief halt inside the tunnel where the NHPC offi-
cials briefed them about the layout of the 8 surge tunnels.  
Promising the NHPC officials to sort out the problems, the 
Chief Minister, however, stressed that all the concerns and 
matters that are proving as stumbling block to the proj-
ect, needs urgent attention and addressed immediately.  
“NHPC’s Subansiri Lower Dam is of importance not only at 
the local level, but to the state and the country. Had the dam 
been commissioned on time, the state could have reaped 
the benefits in terms of employment, contractual works 
and tourism promotion.  “No Chief Minister in Arunachal 
Pradesh can take the state ahead, if hydropower potential 
of the state is not optimally used,” he said.  Explaining to 
the visiting delegates about the project status and its imple-
mentation of the mega power project, Executive Director of 
Subansiri HEP project, Rakesh said that till date, 55 per cent 
of works have been completed and the construction works 
are at standstill with only routine preservation and main-
tenance works being carried out.  “Due to the halt in the 
construction activities, the company is losing Rs 10 crore 
every day, being incurred in maintenance works and other 
activities. Till date, the project has incurred Rs 9,000 crore 
expenditure,” the official said.

Will sort out problems of 
Subansiri Hydro Electric 

Project: Khandu

Naidu urges states to provide 
logistics for Real Estate Act

New Delhi, Feb 12 (IANS) The 
government’s road and highway 
building programme has enough 
cash to build the crucial infra-
structure, Road Transport and 
Shipping Minister Nitin Gadkari 
has said. “We have signed con-
tracts worth Rs 5 lakh crore for 
infrastructure, roads, ports. It is 
a remarkable contribution from 
our investors. We do not have any 
problem, we are receiving pub-
lic, private investment... we are 
receiving good response for the 
Public-Private Partnership, Build-
Operate-Transfer and hybrid 
annuity (models),” Gadkari told 
Assocham TV in an interview.  As 

per the 2017-18 Budget, presented 
by Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 
earlier this month, the AAA-rated 
National Highways Authority of 
India (NHAI) has been permitted 
to raise Rs 70,000 crore through 
infrastructure bonds, he said.   
“For NHAI, triple-AAA rating is 
there. We already have permis-
sion from the Finance Minister for 
raising Rs 70,000 crore infrastruc-
ture bonds.”   “My toll income is 
Rs 10,000 crore per year. So, I can 
monetise for 15 years and I get Rs 
2 lakh crore. There are 101 projects 
which are ready with where I am 
going to monetise and I will get 
Rs 1.25 lakh crore... so, money is 

not the problem,” he added.  Be-
sides, there is easy availability of 
low-cost overseas loans, the min-
ister said.  “We are getting Rs 3,000 
crore in dollar loans with 2.25 per 
cent interest, and we can raise Rs 
50,000 crore without hedge with 
two per cent interest”.  Gadkari 
was responding to a question by 
Assocham TV about how realistic 
the plans for the transport sector 
were when the private sector was 
facing severe financial stress.   He 
also said his ministry was working 
on a number of waterway projects 
for improving inland connectivity 
within big metros like Mumbai, as 
well as for inter-city connectivity.

New Delhi, Feb 12 (IANS) Union 
Housing and Urban Poverty Alle-
viation Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu 
has urged the state governments to 
implement the Real Estate Act, 2016, 
in “letter and spirit” and provide all 
the institutional mechanisms need-
ed to roll out the legislation from 
May 1.

In a letter to Chief Ministers, Nai-
du has urged them to take personal 
interest in ensuring implementation 
of the Act “in letter and spirit”.  “Real 
Estate Act is one of the most impor-
tant reforms for the sector, which 
would bring benefits to all stake-
holders. It is therefore, my sincere 

request to please bestow your per-
sonal attention to this matter so that 
the Act is implemented in time and 
in the spirit with which it was passed 
by the Parliament,” Naidu said in the 
recent letter, according to an official 
statement.  Under the Real Estate 
(Regulation and Development) Act, 
2016, from May 1 this year, home 
buyers can approach Real Estate 
Regulatory Authorities seeking relief 
against violation of the contractual 
obligations and other provisions of 
the Act.   For this to happen, Real 
Estate Rules including the General 
Rules and the Agreement for Sale 
Rules, Real Estate Authorities and 

Appellate Tribunals were required 
to be in place and in a position to 
start functioning.  So far, only four 
states - Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, 
Kerala and Uttar Pradesh - and six 
Union Territories have notified the 
final Real Estate Rules.   Naidu said 
the Act would not only provide the 
much needed consumer protection, 
but would also give a fillip to the sec-
tor. Over 60 sections of the Act were 
notified by the Ministry on May 1 
last year, including Section 84 under 
which states were required to notify 
Real Estate Rules by October 31 last 
year thereby setting the ground for 
the act’s implementation.

Rs 5 lakh crore worth of orders 
signed for roads, ports: Gadkari

Taiwan celebrates 
Lantern Festival

Kolkata, Feb 12 As Hindustan Motors (HM) sells its 
iconic brand, Ambassador, to French auto giant Peu-
geot, it not only witnesses the end of an era but also 
brings forth the inability of most indigenous carmak-

ers to keep up with foreign makers. Experts feel the 
situation is due to lack of investment into research 
and development. Industry experts pointed out that 
the C K Birla-owned Hindustan Motors owe much of 
its problems today due to lack of initiatives to mod-
ernise the Ambassador plant at Uttarpara in Hooghly 
district of West Bengal. HM introduced the brand in 
1957, based on the Morris Landmaster. While the car 
was a national icon till the 1980s, the inadequacies in 
it were exposed after Maruti 800 emerged as an alter-
native. 

HM announced the BSE on Friday that it has signed 
an agreement with Peugeot for the “sale of the Am-
bassador brand…” for Rs 80 crore. Incidentally, this 
would be Peugeot’s second venture into the Indian 
market since it tied up with PAL for assembling and 
selling Peugeot 309 for three years in the mid-1990s. 
Earlier this year, Peugeot formed a JV with the C K 
Birla Group for the latter’s Chennai plant.

Ambassador brand gets a 
new owner in Peugeot

Bengaluru, Feb 12, With 
an eye on future market de-
velopment, Quintype, which 
provides end-to-end SaaS 
service, now intends to go ag-
gressively after the regional 
markets in India — targeting 
local languages in all states.  
Speaking to DH, Amit Ra-
thore, Founder and Chief 
Executive Officer, Quintype, 
said: “The new initiative 
will not only enable the lo-
cal publishers to migrate to 
a modern data-first, mobile-
first, social-first platform like 
Quintype — but also help 
them fight the stranglehold 
of the social media giants like 
Facebook and Google, who 
are squeezing out the last bit 
of revenue from publishers.”  
The company has been enjoy-
ing good presence for the past 

20 months, and it has seen a 
month-on-month growth of 
almost 30%.   Quintype has 
signed on customers across 
North America, Europe and 
Asia Pacific, supporting 
multiple regional languages 
across these markets. Cur-
rently, it has 30 customers, 
and charges $2,000 per one 
million page views in the US 
and Rs 1 lakh per one million 
page views in India.  Found-
ed in September 2014, with 
over 60 engineers working at 
its Bengaluru office, Quin-
type has raised $3.25 million 
from private investors, led by 
Raghav Bahl.

 “Apart from the seed invest-
ment round — we have access 
to a bridge loan, which we 
decide to draw upon, based 
upon requirements. Given 
the enthusiastic response that 
we have seen to the platform, 
Quintype is in the early stages 
of opening up discussions for 
its Series A,” he said.  With 
multiple publishers on board, 
Quintype is uniquely placed 
to provide content marketers 
with an audience base, whose 
preferences and content con-
suming patterns can be lev-
eraged for unique marketing 
opportunities.

Beijing , Feb 12 (IANS The China Securities Regu-
latory Commission (CSRC) has approved 12 IPO 
applications. The 12 firms will be allowed to raise a 
maximum of 7 billion yuan (1.03 billion $US), a Xin-
hua news agency quoted a CSRC statement on Sat-
urday. Six of the firms will be listed on the Shanghai 
exchange, two on the Shenzhen SME board and four 
on the ChiNext, China’s NASDAQ-style board.  The 
firms and their underwriters are scheduled to con-
firm the IPO dates following discussions with the ex-
changes before publishing prospectuses.  Under the 
current IPO system, new shares are subject to ap-
proval from the CSRC, which controls both the tim-
ing and pricing. China is working on transforming its 
IPO approval system into one based on registration, 
which will allow the bourses to take over IPO ap-
provals and clear the backlog of waiting companies. 

Quintype to go 
aggressively after regional 

markets in India

China approves 
12 new IPO 
applications

The monthly average housing sales fell 40 per cent 
during November-December period in the top nine cit-
ies as customers deferred their decision to buy homes 
on expectation of fall in prices after the demonetisa-
tion move, according to realty portal PropTiger.com.  
The News Corp-backed portal, which recently merged 
Housing.com with itself, tracks primary residential 
markets of nine cities -- Gurgaon, Noida, Mumbai, 
Pune, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Chennai, Kolkata and 
Ahmedabad. “Before demonetisation, the monthly 
average residential sales and launches during July-Oc-
tober months were at around 19,000 units and 18,000 
units, respectively, which were affected drastically on 
account of currency demonetisation.  “The monthly av-
erage sales and launches were reduced drastically dur-
ing November-December months by 40 per cent and 
49 per cent respectively,” PropTiger said in its latest 
report ‘Realty Decoded Q3 FY17’.  The government had 
announced the demonetisation move on November 8, 

raising hopes of sharp fall in prices in property market, 
especially secondary or resale segment.  Housing sales 
across these nine cities declined by 20 per cent to 43,512 
units during October-December quarter of this fiscal 
from 54,721 units in the previous quarter. The pace of 
decline in overall sales activity over previous quarter is 
the highest in the past 12 quarters, it said.  The third 
quarter started on a strong note with October showing 
a strong performance, but November and December 
were deeply impacted by the demonetisation drive. 
The October month contributed about 50 per cent of 
the sales in the quarter. Among cities, Gurgaon, Noida 
and Ahmedabad showed a 30 to 40 per cent decline in 
sales in the third quarter of 2016-17 over the previous 
quarter. Mumbai, Hyderabad, Bengaluru and Chennai 
witnessed around 20 per cent fall in sales during the 
same period, while Kolkata and Pune recorded the low-
est levels of fall at 8 and 12 per cent, respectively.  On 
supply, the report said the launches of new homes fell 
in nine cities during October-December quarter due to 
decline in sales, stagnant prices, pressure on soaring 
unsold inventory and a liquidity crunch.  Total launch-
es in the third quarter of this fiscal fell by 8 per cent to 
43,253 units compared with 47,032 units in the previ-
ous quarter, indicating the reduction in activity levels 
across the primary residential markets.  “Overall senti-
ments were negative during the quarter with customers 
largely resorting to wait and watch strategy in expecta-
tion of a steep fall in prices,” the report said.  Develop-
ers were focusing their efforts to lure customers by of-
fering additional freebies such as jewellery, electronic 
items, automobiles, holiday package and appliances on 
the purchase of housing units, it added. 

Housing sales fell 40% in 
Nov-Dec on demonetisation: 

PropTiger

Yunlin (Taiwan) Feb 12 (IANS) Millions of lan-
terns in the shape of Christian churches, Bud-
dhist temples, and Hindu temples with Brahma, 
Krishna, Lakshmi and Durga lit up the night sky of 
Taiwan to celebrate the Lantern Festival, marking 
the 15th day of the first month of the Chinese lunar 
calendar.  The Lantern Festival was inaugurated 
on Saturday in Yunlin county in the southwestern 
part of the island country and will go on till Febru-
ary 19. Thousands of people coming from all over 
the country as well as tourists participated in the 
inauguration.  The Taiwan Lantern Festival is a 

Buddhist tradition coming from mainland China 
and is celebrated as part of the Chinese New Year.   
“It is a popular festival highlighting our friendly 
approach and love for the people,” said Eric Lin, 
Director of International Affairs Division at Tai-
wan Tourism.  Hosting the festival inauguration for 
the first time, the Yunlin displayed 3,000 lanterns 
on a plot of land spread over more than 50 hect-
ares.  “It is the biggest Lantern Festival ever in the 
history of Taiwan. This year, the theme celebrates 
the diverse cultures and beliefs of the island,” said 
Jin, one of the organisers of the festival, working 

for the Taiwan Ministry of Communication.   “It 
has been a tough organisation that took us almost 
eight months, but the result is amazing. We also 
had about a dozen of private investors who funded 
the festival,” she added.  The island, located off the 
southeastern coast of the Chinese mainland, has 
an interesting mix of cultures from mainland China 
as well as Japan, and is home to 16 different tribes.   
The origin of the festival is not clear, but it is said 
that it was started by an emperor of the Han Dy-
nasty (206 BC-220 AD), who was a devout Buddhist 
and who ordered his people to display lights on the 
15th night of the first month of the lunar year to pay 
respects to Buddha.   Nowadays, in Taiwan the fes-
tival is celebrated in a modern way -- the country 
being known for its high-tech innovations -- with 
electric lanterns, artistic installations, light and 
sound shows, laser lights etc.
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IND V BAN : India need seven wickets on final day
HYDERABAD  FEB 

12  (IANS) :  India took 
a decisive step towards 
another Test victory after 
setting Bangladesh an 
imposing target of 459 
as Ravichandran Ashwin 
and Ravindra Jadeja came 
together to prize out three 
second innings wickets in 
the final session.

Ashwin, who earlier in 
the day became the fastest 
bowler to 250 Test wickets, 
accounted for Tamim Iqbal 
and Mominul Haque while 
Jadeja removed a well-set 
Soumya Sarkar for 42 leaving 
the visitors an improbable 
task on the final day to force 
a draw.

The late strikes arrived 
after India decided against 
enforcing the follow-
on early in the morning 
session after Mushfiqur 
Rahim completed his fifth 
Test match century to 
cut India’s first innings 
advantage to 299.  India 

had bowled just under 128 
overs to bowl Bangladesh 
out for 388 and deemed it 
fit to give their bowlers a 
breather on a Hyderabad 
wicket, which despite 
offering turn in the final 
session, remained largely 
good for batting.

They then batted 29 
overs for their 159 for 4, 
declaring their innings 
at Tea after Cheteshwar 
Pujara completed his half-
century and stretched the 
overall lead past 450. That 
declaration meant India had 
125 overs spread across four 
sessions to force a victory.

Alternatively, Bangladesh 
could bat out those overs 
to save the game or chase 
down 459 for a historic win. 
They didn’t give themselves 
the best of starts to do 
either. Their first task was 
to see off the 35 remaining 
overs of the day without 
much damage but they were 
one down after 5.2.

India beat 
Pakistan to win 
second straight 

T20 World Cup for 
Blind title

NEW DELHI   FEB 12  (IANS) :  Defending 
champions India defeated Pakistan by 
nine wickets in the final of the T20 World 
Cup for Blind to lift their second straight 
title on Sunday. Chasing 198, India 
sauntered to the target at the loss of just 
one wicket to score 200/1 in 17.4 overs at 
the M Chinnaswamy Stadium.

Both India and Pakistan entered the 
summit clash on the back of a terrific 
run in the league and the knock out 
stages. India won eight out of their nine 
matches losing only to Pakistan who were 
unbeaten.

Opener Prakash Jayaramaiah top 
scored for India with an unbeaten 99, 
laying a solid platform for the chase. With 
his opening partner and captain Ajay 
Kumar Reddy (43), he added 110 runs for 
the first wicket. Ketan Patel, who came 
in at no 3, was retired hurt for 26 but 
Jayaramaiah continued his assault on the 
Pakistan bowlers finishing with 15 fours 
in his 60-ball 99.

Earlier, Pakistan opted to bat after 
winning the toss and powered by Badar 
Munir’s 37-ball 57, posted 197/8 in 20 
overs. With opening partner Muhammad 
Jamil (24), Munir led them to a good start 
with 58 runs in 5.2 overs. 

Ganesh Babubhai Mundakar provided 
India with their first wicket in Jamil but 
Munir found an able ally in Amir Ishfaq 
and together they steered the innings 
forward with a 60-run partnership for the 
second wicket. However they lost three 
wickets in the space of just 23 runs but 
had reached 132/4 in 12.1 overs. They 
eventually ended with 197/8 in 20 overs.

For India, Ketan Patel and Jaffar 
Iqbal picked up two wickets each. India 
batsmen then put up a dominating show 
racing to 109 runs in just 10 overs without 
losing a wicket before Ajay was run out. 
Despite losing Ketan Patel, who had to 
leave the field retired hurt, India safely 
surpassed Pakistan’s total, sealing the 
game in style with a four.

Bangladesh 388 (Mushfiqur 127, Umesh 3-84) and 103 for 3 (Ashwin 2-34) need another 

356 to beat India 687 for 6 decl. and India 159 for 4 decl. (Pujara 54*)

Teenager Sabalenka puts Belarus into Fed Cup semis
MINSK   FEB 12  (IANS) :  The 

18-year-old Aryna Sabalenka put 
Belarus into the Fed Cup semi-
finals on Sunday with a straight-set 
win over Michaella Krajicek of the 
Netherlands in the World Group 
opening round tie.

Sabalenka, who is 142 in the 
world, won 7-6 (7/5), 6-4 her 
first ever meeting with Krajicek, 
28, to give the hosts Belarus an 
unassailable 3-1 advantage.

“It’s unbelievable! It’s an 
incredible feeling,” Sabalenka said.

“We all acted as a single unit and 
that was the key to our success. 
I failed to recover completely 
after yesterday’s match with Kiki 
Bertens and experienced some 

problems with my serve. But 
everything ended well.”

The rivals traded breaks 
throughout the opening set, which 
Sabalanka took in a tiebreak after 
50 minutes on court.

The second set was almost a 
carbon copy of the first as the 
exchange of breaks continued. But 
the Belarus teenager was a bit more 
accurate again taking the set and 
the match in one hour 37 minutes. 
Earlier on Sunday Aliaksandra 
Sasnovich, ranked 128th, put 
Belarus into a 2-1 lead as she beat 
Bertens also in straight sets 6-3, 
6-4 in one hour 23 minutes ending 
the Dutch star’s eight-match 
winning streak in Fed Cup. “I’m 
very happy,” Sasnovich said. “I 

knew how to play against Bertens 
after watching yesterday’s Aryna 
(Sabalenka) match with her. That 
match boosted my self-confidence 
a great deal.”

Sasnovich acted confidently 
from the start at the hard court 
of Minsk Chizhovka Arena under 
watchful gaze of Belarus president 
Alexander Lukashenko.

She produced four breaks to 
earn a one-set advantage after 41 
minutes, while Bertens broke back 
only on two occasions.

The opponents traded break 
throughout the second set but 
Sasnovich was more precise 
winning the set and the match 
to level her record with Bertens, 
ranked 24th in the world, at 1-1.

No ‘laughing matter’ as Mary Kom juggles ring and Parliament
NEW DELHI   FEB 12  (IANS) :  Comparisons 

of her dual role with a certain Manny 
Pacquiao only evoke laughter from MC Mary 
Kom but the five-time world champion says 
being an active boxer and a Parliamentarian 
at the same time is no laughing matter as the 
twin jobs are exhausting and exhilarating in 
equal measure.

In an interview with PTI on Sunday, the 
London Olympics bronze-medallist, the 
first and only Indian woman boxer to have 
achieved the feat, spoke of her struggles to 
manage time during the just-concluded 
Budget Session of the Parliament, albeit 
jovially.

“I joined the national camp a fortnight ago 
and soon the Budget Session also started 
(from January 31). So I would go for training 
at 7 in the morning to the IG Stadium, 
rush back to change and head straight to 
the Parliament because I didn’t want my 

attendance to suffer,” Mary Kom says.
“It was like racing against time and 

after hard training, you tend to feel very 
exhausted too. But then most of the times, 
the proceedings in the Parliament are so 
lively that there is no risk of being caught 
asleep. There is never a dull moment,” she 
adds with a burst of laughter.

“But on a more serious note, I wish the 
day could be of 48 hours.”

The 34-year-old, who is five-time Asian 
champion besides having a coveted Asian 
Games gold medal as well, was nominated 
to the Rajya Sabha last year.

Tell her that multiple roles make her 
comparable to Pacquiao, the Filipino boxing 
superstar who is a Senator as well as an 
active boxer, Mary Kom breaks into a giggle.

“But hey, I am managing a lot more being 
a woman. Training, Parliament and then 
doing my own chores at home and of course 

taking care of my children,” she points out.
Speaking of her first love, which is boxing, 

Mary Kom has not competed since last 
year’s World Championships in May where 
she could not qualify for what would have 
been her second Olympic appearance.

After a break, the Manipuri decided to 
change her weight category from flyweight 
51kg to light flyweight 48kg, in which she 
won a majority of her international gold 
medals. Her sabbatical is now over and 
Mary Kom is back in the mix in the national 
camp, where a new coaching team of 16 
under former men’s coach Gurbax Singh 
Sandhu has taken over.

“I am happy with how the camp is going 
so far. I have been doing light training 
mostly, spending about 3-4 hours in a day 
as of now. There are two training-cum-
competition trips coming up in China and 
Kazakhstan next month.

Maybank Championship : Brilliant 
Zanotti eagles last for Malaysia triumph

KUALA LUMPUR   FEB 12  (IANS) : 
Fabrizio Zanotti completed a brilliant 
final round with a birdie-eagle finish to 
claim a one-shot victory at the Maybank 
Championship on Sunday as the Paraguayan 
stormed to his second European Tour title.

The 33-year-old trailed overnight leader 
Danny Willett by six shots at the start of 
the day, aware that only a faultless 18 holes 
were required to capture a first win since 
he triumphed in a playoff at the 2014 BMW 
International Open.

He duly obliged, scorching the Saujana 
Golf and Country Club course with a bogey-
free round of nine-under-par 63 to finish 
with a 72-hole total of 19-under.

As U.S. Masters champion Willett let slip 
his three-shot advantage, David Lipsky 
emerged as Zanotti's closest rival but the 
American failed to get up-and-down from a 
greenside bunker for a birdie at the last that 
would have forced a playoff. "It was a great 
effort, a great day for me. I am really happy," 

Zanotti said in a post-round interview after 
Lipsky's 12-foot birdie putt stopped short 
of the cup and confirmed his title. Lipsky 
carded a 67 to finish on 18-under, one stroke 
ahead of Austria's Bernd Wiesberger and 
two clear of France's Alexander Levy.

Willett, who has yet to win since his 
triumph at Augusta last April, never found 
any consistency and a bogey at the last 
completed a disappointing one-over round 
that dropped him into a share of fifth place 
alongside China's Li Haotong.

Zanotti arrived in Malaysia after three 
missed cuts in as many tournaments this 
season and few would have tipped him to 
emerge victorious at an event co-sanctioned 
by the Asian Tour. "Golf is like that. I have 
been working a lot in the pre-season with 
my coach, with my team and making a few 
changes, seeing my golf swing," he said. "I 
just got here... three missed cuts in a row. 
I thought I will just take it easy this week. 
It was that way. I played very calm, played 

shot-by-shot all the four rounds." In a round 
worthy of winning any title, Zanotti picked 
up four shots on the front nine and added 
three more birdies coming in before he 
celebrated the spectacular eagle on the par-
five 18th in Seve Ballesteros style with a fist 
pump and a roar.

The Paraguayan admitted that he had not 
considered winning the tournament until he 
registered his sixth birdie of the day.

“When I made the birdie on 15th, that one 
was a good birdie,” he said. “That moment 
I thought ‘Your never know but you might 
have a chance’.” Lipsky made his bid for 
victory with a brilliant run of four straight 
birdies from the 10th but a bogey on the 
14th halted his momentum. The American 
stayed calm and moved to within one shot 
of the lead with a birdie on the penultimate 
hole, set up by a pinpoint approach, but his 
wayward second shot on the last nestled in 
the sand next to the green and a poor bunker 
shot ended his chances.
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Nicki Minaj and Nick 
Jonas’ Fifty Shades Darker 

song ‘Bom Bidi Bom’ is one 
of the most raunchiest ever

When the Zayn Malik and Taylor Swift song 
I Don’t Wanna Live Forever was out, everyone 
was talking about how they have made the film 
from Darker to Hotter. Well if you thought that 
song was hot, wait until you hear the latest 
track Bom Bidi Bom crooned by Nicki Minaj 
and Nick Jonas. Teasing about the song, Nick 
had tweeted in January, “I know many babies 
will be made to this soundtrack…” Well take 
a look at the lyrics and you’ll know what he 
was talking about. Nicki’s rap from the song:    
“He said, if he can’t hit my bullseye, he’d rath-
er die/He put it on me better than any other 
guy,” she raps. “[…] Uh, assume the posi-
tion when you see a bad one/The D so good, 
he just got a And 1/I’m about to blow, and I 
ain’t talking Samsung/I’m about to show him 
what I do with that tongue.”  Nick then brags 
about his bedroom performance.  “You played 
the front, I played it back You be the first, I be 
the last, I call it good love, Every kiss and every 
touch. Unlike the prequel where there’s a lot 
of NSFW and S&M content, the sequel has less 

sadism and more romance.

Govinda’s Aa Gaya 
Hero will release 

on March 3

Bollywood actor Govinda, who has not just acted in 
and produced his upcoming film “Aa Gaya Hero“, but 
has also written its story. He says turning writer was 
a situational decision for him.Asked about when he 
discovered his talent as a writer, Govinda told IANS: 
“Taking up the pen was a situational decision, because 
I did not like the story that was written by professional 
writers. “As a producer, when you invest money on a 
film, you want the story in a certain way. However, the 
problem that I faced was series of unnecessary advise, 
suggestions and answering questions like, ‘Why do 
you want to make the film like this?’.”He added: “I had 
a bad experience as some professional writers took 
money to write the film, but later started owning the 
film… So, I decided to write the story. Of course, it was 
a time-consuming process.

Now that’s how you shut the 
fallout rumours, isn’t it?  I mean, 
for the longest time there were 
speculations about Sanjay Dutt’s 
elder daughter Trishala(from first 
wife) not approving of Maanaya-
ta. In fact, things got even suspi-
cious when Trishala didn’t even 
come down to India to be around 
Maanyata when Sanjay was serv-
ing his sentence in jail; or say for 
that matter there’s not a single 
pic of just Maanyata and Trishala 
together . But guess like they say, 
“time heals everything – Trishala 
and Maanyata are finally wanting 
to bridge the little gap between 
their relationship. One look at 
the above picture and you will 
know what we are trying to say. So 
Maanyata has headed to New York 
to spend time with Trishala and 
you won’t believe how happily the 
(step) mother-daughter duo are 
enjoying each other’s company. 
Maanyata even shared her first 
priceless selfie with Trishala on In-

stagram saying, “The lionesses…
Dutt ladies in the house……..New 
York times at its best #usa #dutts 
#funtime #love #grace #positiv-
ity #instagam #newyork #sheni-
gans #girlsnight @trishaladutt” 
Whereas Trishala too has been 
posting many snapchat videos 
with her mommy dearest like as 
if she’s her best bae! It’s indeed 
very heart-warming to see the 
Dutt ladies coming together after 
such a long time…  Reminds us 
of the time when Maanyata had 
given an interview about how she 
wants Trishala to return to India 
and complete their family. She’d 
said, “I’d love to bring her to our 
home after she finishes her stud-
ies. The family will be complete 
then. There’s a difference of just 
six years between us.” And now 
that Maanyata and Trishala have 
publicly befriended each other 
with much love, it’s left to see if 
Trishala agrees to settle in India 
hereafter. What do you think?

Frame it! Sanjay Dutt’s wife Maanayata 
poses for her FIRST pic with 

step daughter Trishala

Shah Rukh Khan deserved 
an Oscar for My Name is 

Khan if Hollywood was not 
manipulated: Paulo Coelho

Having spent nearly four years on S.S. Rajamouli’s Baahubali franchise, actor 
Prabhas will finally commence work on his next yet-untitled Telugu outing on 
Monday. The film will be directed by Sujeeth. “For all the darlings and well wishers 
out there. Pooja tomorrow. Thanks for all the wishes in advance. Prabhas 19 shuru 
karenge,” Sujeeth tweeted on Sunday. Sujeeth made his directorial debut with 2014 
Telugu romantic-comedy Run Raja Run in Prabhas’s production. According to a 
source from the film’s unit, Prabhas will play a police officer in the film. “He plays 
a duty-fearing cop. He will lose muscle and look leaner for his role in the film. He 
has already started working out to look his part,” the source said. While Shankar-
Ehsaan-Loy trio has been roped in to compose tunes, Madhie will crank the cam-
era.  Prabhas will next be seen in much awaited Baahubali: The Conclusion. The 
movie also stars Rana Daggubati, Anushka Shetty, Tamannaah Bhatia. While each 
of them were committed to this project through these years and gave it their 200%, 
Prabhas went about his commitment differently. He was the only one among the 
three who didn’t do any other movie in the 4 years he shot for this film. On the day 
of the wrap, Shobhu, the producer of the film, put it across perfectly, “Honestly, 
didn’t keep track of #Prabhas dates! didn’t need to! His dates came with no strings 
attached! Such was his commitment to #Baahubali.” But here’s something surpris-
ing – according to a source, his decision to do a single movie for 4 years was not 
taken lightly. His family and friends warned the actor about the huge risk he was 
putting himself at especially since he was at the peak of his career.

The third installment of the popular cop fran-
chise is finally here! The movie stars Suriya, 
Anushka Shetty and Shruti Hassan. Directed by 
Hari, the movie promises to be a thara mass en-
tertainer just like its previous parts. Although the 
movie saw a delay in its release, the buzz around 
the movie hadn’t reduced in anyway. As part of 
its distribution right, theatrical rights, the movie 
has already collected Rs 100 crore. So is this 
movie worth all the buzz? Let’s find out. What’s 
it about After fighting local goons, this time Du-

rai Singam has found himself an international 
case to tackle. A group from Australia headed by 
Vittal manages to dump off tons of medical and 
e-waste on the waste grounds in some parts of 
Andhra. He and the local goon Reddy have got 
together to keep this racket going. It’s the murder 
of police commissioner that leads Suriya to this 
case. The story is about how he hunts down the 
criminal and what happens thereafter.  What’s 
hot Suriya aka Durai Singam, the one and only. 
His portrayal of a fAearless, bindaas cop is spot 
on. His mannerisms, style, body language when 
he turns Durai Singam is admirable. Consider-
ing this is a commercial movie, every punch and 
dialogue is amplified but nobody is complaining. 
What we like is the consistency with which Suriya 
pulls off this cop character. It’s like a switch that 
Suriya turns on when he’s playing Durai Singam. 
Even though his character has nothing to new of-
fer, ironically it’s his familiarity that makes Durai 
Singam endearing. His handlebar moustache de-
serves a special mention. While the songs are ter-
rible, Suriya’s dance moves are not. His portrayal 
of a virtuous, gutsy cop can be inspiring for all 
those aspiring officers as he takes on challenges 
head on. Vittal aka Thakur Anoop Singh made 
his Tamil debut with this film. His dubbing and 
body language were brilliant but acting fell short. 
For a typical commercial entertainer that didn’t 
promise anything new, the story of medical and 
e-waste is decent. Also at no point does it drag, 
it’s a quick fast paced actioner. 

She has always been lauded for her 
confidence and for making style state-
ments, but actress and former Miss 
Universe Sushmita Sen says she isn’t 
a fashion conscious person. “I don’t 
know if I am fashion conscious, be-
cause I don’t follow the seasons. I have 
no rules to fashion. If green is in fashion, 
you’ll probably find me in orange. So I 
would not call myself fashion conscious, 
but I am fashion aware,” Sushmita told 
IANS in an e-mail interview.The actress 
says if she chooses to follow a trend, 
she would probably be good at it. Why? 
“Because I love shopping and I love be-
ing aware of the fashion trends… But I 

don’t necessarily follow it,” she added.  
The 41-year-old actress says the word 
“stylish” can be associated more with 
her.”I definitely have a style of my own… 
Fashion conscious, not so much,” she 
said. Sushmita says that nowadays, the 
Hindi film industry is not based on an 
artiste’s look and age but on talent. She 
believes that age only adds experience 
to the actor’s career.”No, I don’t agree 
with that, not today…if you had asked 
me this when I joined the film industry, I 
would have said a resounding yes! but at 
this stage, when you look at an ‘English 
Vinglish’, you look at Sridevi, you think 
wow,” Sushmita told IANS in an e-mail, 
when asked if she thinks Indian film in-
dustry is based on looks and age and not 
on an actor’s talent. The actress, who is 
a single mother to daughters Renee Sen 
and Alisah Sen, says that it would be trag-
edy if an actor’s career gets over at the 
age of 25.”It is a beautiful thing to grow 
and then to depict that in cinema…So 
I, disagree with that… We are definitely 
headed in the right direction and there is 
a roll and a script for everyone…We just 
need the right directors to come up with 
them,” she added. On the work front, Su-
shmita was last seen onscreen in 2010 in 
the Bollywood film “No Problem” and in 
a Bengali film “Nirbaak”.

Singam 3 movie review: 
Suriya is the only saving grace 

of this cop drama

After working for 4 years 
on Baahubali, Prabhas 
to commence work on 
his next on February 13

Sushmita Sen: If green 
is in fashion, you’ll 

probably find me in 

Celebrated author Paulo Coelho has 
said superstar Shah Rukh Khan deserved 
an Academy Award for his performance 
in the film “My Name is Khan“, if Hol-
lywood fraternity was not biased.The 
69-year-old novelist took to Twitter 
to praise the actor on the seventh an-
niversary of the Karan Johar-directed 
film.”‘My Name is Khan and I am not a 
terrorist’.Congratulations @iamsrk for 
the 7th anniversary of this wonderful 
movie!” wrote Paulo. ‘The Alchemist’ 
author also posted a screenshot from his 
Facebook page, where he also wrote that 
the 2008 movie was only the time he had 
watched any of Shah Rukh’s acts.The im-
age read, “His first (and only) movie that 
I watched (this year, even if it was re-
leased in 2008) was ‘My Name is Khan’. 
And not only was the movie excellent, 
but SRK deserved an Oscar if Hollywood 
was not manipulated. He kindly offered 
to send the other titles – as you probably 
guess, it is not easy to find them in Swit-
zerland.” Shah Rukh too tweeted saying 
that it was sad that such films are “still 

relevant” and was grateful to the cast and 
crew for giving him such a great film.”It’s 
kinda sad too that ‘My Name is Khan’ 
is still relevant. But thanks Karan, Ravi, 
Kajol, SEL, Shibani, Niranjan, Deepa, 
Jimmy & all cast/crew for a special film,” 
the 51-year-old star wrote.



Taapsee Pannu opens up about 
dealing with success and failures.
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Kangana Ranaut: It’s a myth that 
staying fit is expensive and 

complicated

After Priyanka Chopra and Anush-
ka Sharma, Katrina Kaif is now all set 
to turn a producer. Buzz is strong 
that the Baar Baar Dekho actress 

is keen on venturing into the terri-
tory to launch her UK-based model-
actress sister Isabel in India. Earlier 
it was being said that Salman Khan 
was to launch her in Bollywood but 
a source close to the 51-year-old ac-
tor revealed to Mumbai Mirror that 
there are no plans of him producing 
a film with Isabel anytime soon. He 
said it’s Katrina who is planning to 
launch her own banner which would 
be a debut vehicle for Isabel. “Ka-
trina and Salman discuss films ex-
tensively and are like family to each 
other. She has shown interest in 
venturing into film production soon 
while simultaneously balancing 
her acting gigs and has been read-
ing scripts, discussing films with 
her close director friends as well. If 
there’s anyone who’ll launch her sis-
ter in a big Bollywood production, 
it’ll be Katrina herself,” the source 
revealed.  Two years ago, in an in-

terview with BollywoodLife, Katrina 
had dropped a hint of bringing her 
sister to India. She had even said 
that Isabel is a trained actor and an 
amazing dancer. “I am not training 
her for Bollywood. She is right now 
working in the English film indus-
try. She has just done a film called 
Dr Cabbie which was in English 
and I believe it has done extremely 
well in Canada. Also, she has formal 
training in acting so that way she 
doesn’t need training from me. She 
is an amazing dancer as well. So she 
has everything and right now she is 
working there but if she comes here 
than yes it will be great. Because 
I know a lot of people here…over 
there…I can help her only a certain 
extent…the scope is limited,” she 
said.  When Mirror got in touch with 
Katrina, she said, “Nothing really 
has crystallised yet.  I will produce a 
film one day… soon.”

She has tasted success with her 
films in the South movie industry 
as well as Bollywood but actress Ta-
apsee Pannu says she is aware that 
the equation in the film business is 
dynamic and changes every Friday. 
Taapsee made her acting debut with 
2010 Telugu film “Jhummandi Na-
adam” and followed it up by featur-

ing Tamil film “Aadukalam” which 
bagged six National Film Awards. 
She stepped into Hindi films with 
“Chashme Baddoor” in 2013 and 
did a small role in “Baby” but it was 
last year’s “Pink” her third Hindi 
project – that brought her acclaim. 
“I have seen fair amount of ups and 
downs in South before all his hap-

pened to me,” Taapsee says about 
life post “Pink”. “I know how it is 
when you’re made star overnight 
and what happens when your mov-
ie doesn’t work. I have seen both the 
sides so I am using that experience 
now. Trying to keep my head on my 
shoulders and handle success and 
failure equally,” the actress told PTI. 

Taapsee is currently gearing up 
for “Runningshaadi.com”, whose 
producer Shoojit Sircar had recently 
called her an actress ‘unpolluted’ by 
stardom. When quizzed about this, 
Taapsee says one of the reasons for 
that could be her attitude towards 
work. “I have my own life, which is 
beyond films and I maintain that. 
Films are just one part of my life, 
acting cannot take up my entire 
life. My career is not part of my life, 
there are other things also. That is 
probably one reason which keeps 
me away from the whole jing-bang 
of stardom.”  It is difficult to stay 
detached while being in the centre 
of attention and Taapsee says she 
is aware it is a tricky territory. “It is 
very difficult because everyday you 
have a set of people who will con-
stantly make you realise that you 
are the centre of attention. 

Dunno about their relationship 
status but Salman Khan and Iulia 
Vantur definitely have some huge 
admiration for each other. Take for 
instance this latest one with Iulia ob-
sessing over Salman’s Being Human 
jwellery just coz it promotes love 
and care. Yes! She shared a picture 
with the pendant(probably, which is 
Salman gifted) and captioned it say-
ing, “The best thing to wear” . I mean, 
isn’t this like little ways to let each 
other know how much they mean to 
each other? Same way how Salman 
Khan too has time and again pro-
moted Iulia including the time when 
she was away for her Romanian Show 
The Farm. In fact, more recently he 
even helped her launch her first Hin-
di single ‘Every Night And Day’ with 
Himesh Reshammiya. If this isn’t 
love then I dunno what is…I mean, 
not always you need PDA to prove 
how much you love your partner 
right? Reminds us of how Iulia had 
thanked Salman for bringing in her 
India as she had said, “He is a very 
good friend! What more can I say? 
He is a very good friend for everyone 
who meets him. He has such a good 
heart and he is welcoming to every-
one.  There is a lot of respect for him. 
It is because of him I met India! And 
I love India. I always wanted to come 

here since I was a kid because I used 
to read so many stories about India 
and was very fascinated. So at the 
right time, I reached here. And the 
first feeling I had when I stepped on 
this land was like home. The energy, 
the vibe of this place was so good and 
so welcoming. I love this place, I love 
the people and I am grateful to all the 
people I have met here.” Although 

there’s no hint of marriage anywhere 
here but let’s not forget, Iulia has not 
only befriended Salman’s friends but 
has also grown very close to his fam-
ily. Let’s see what life has in store for 
Salman and Iulia. Until then, do tell 
us what do you think of Iulia Being in 
love with Being Human Salman Khan 
in the comments below and keep 
watching this space for more…

She is best remembered for 
playing Preeti Sabhrawal in su-
perhit “Chak De! India” and ac-
tress Sagarika Ghatge says she she 
wasn’t “aggressive” enough about 
her career back then.The actress 
had impressed the audience with 
her performance of a determined 
hockey player in the Shah Rukh 
Khan-starrer, but what followed 

were films like “Rush” and “Fox”, 
which failed at the box office. 
Sagarika will be now seen along-
side Naseeruddin Shah and Ar-
shad Warsi in “Irada” and the ac-
tress is excited, hoping to be more 
active in her approach towards her 
work.”After ‘Chak De! India’ there 
was a lot of work that came my way 
but I was just not into them. I’m 

not very aggressive as a person, I 
think as an actor and you need to 
be a little aggressive,” Sagarika told 
PTI. 

“Straight after my films, it is not 
that I did my PR or anything else. 
At the end of the day, your work 
gets recognised but a lot of people 
thought I didn’t want to act.”The 
actress says she was “too young” 
during “Chak De” and wasn’t sure 
of how she wanted to go about 
with her career. 

“So, you know there were a lot of 
dilemmas. That is what happened 
basically and then obviously there 
was a lot of time gap and people do 
forget you. I’m not saying you have 
to be in the media all the time. I 
am not somebody who’s comfort-
able always being in the media, I’m 
in my own space. But I think that 
didn’t work for me.” 

Asserting that it is not easy to get 
another film like “Chak De! India” 
in her career, Sagarika says she 
still wants to make the most out 
of what she is offered.In “Irada”, 
which is an eco-thriller, Sagarika 
is paired opposite Arshad. The 
actress says both her co-stars – Ar-
shad and Naseeruddin – were the 
biggest reasons for her to come on 
board for the movie.”For me one 
reason why I just had to be a part 
of this film, was the cast which had 
people like Naseer ji and Arshad 
because I have immense respect 
for both of them as actors. I think 
for actors like me, it is just a great 
feeling to see those actors perform. 
You get to learn so much just by 
seeing them, by watching them.”

Veteran actor Nana Patekar will 
receive the Lifetime Achievement 
Award at the Bodhisattva Inter-
national Film Festival (BIFF) in 
Patna for his contribution to In-
dian cinema.”Bodhisattva Voice 
of Change Lifetime Achievement 
Award is going to Nana Patekar for 
his immense contribution to Indian 
cinema and unmatched dedication 
in the field of social work and re-
sponsibility,” Sneha Routray, Gra-
meen Sneh Foundation President 

and BIFF organiser, said in a state-
ment. Grameen Sneh Foundation, 
through an initiative called Bihar: Ek 
Virasat, organises the international 
film festival every year. The organis-
ers claim that over 3,000 films from 
Iran, the US, France, Italy, Spain, 
Britain Turkey, Russia, Brazil, Ger-
many, Argentina, Bangladesh, Can-
ada, Portugal, Austria and Mexico, 
among others, have been received 
as entries to the festival under fea-
ture film, documentaries and shorts 
categories.  Among the expected at-
tendees are Ketan Mehta, Mahesh 
Bhatt, Adoor Gopalakrishnan, Sha-
trughan Sinha, Shyam Benegal and 
Swara Bhaskar, Routray said. BIFF 
will be held from February 16 to 23.

Nana Patekar to get Lifetime 
Achievement Award at an
 International Film Festival

Look how Salman Khan’s inspiring 
Iulia Vantur to stay in love 

Sagarika Ghatge regrets not being 
agressive enough about her career

 after Chak De India

Kareena Kapoor Khan takes up 
kickboxing to lose her pregnancy 

weight ASAP!
Kareena Kapoor Khan 

is in a hurry to shed all 
the excess kilos she has 
put on during her preg-
nancy. The actress starts 
shooting for Veerey Di 
Wedding from April and 
needs to be her slim-and-
trim self before that. A 
source informs, “Kareena 
is doing almost every-
thing possible to lose that 
extra weight. She has al-
ways been into yoga, but 
now she has also started 
attending kick-boxing 
classes thrice a week. Her 
bestie Amrita Arora Ladak 
recommended it to her 
because it is more effec-
tive in weight loss post-
pregnancy. She had done 
it herself and had got 
great results.” Just 45 days 
after Kareena gave birth 
to Taimur, she graced the 
grand finale of the Lak-
mé Fashion Week (LFW) 
Summer/Resort 2017 as 

show-stopper for design-
er Anita Dongre.“I may 
not be size zero right now 
but as long as I look great, 
I can take that walk,” Ka-
reena told a newspaper 
before the ramp walk. No-
tably, Lakmé Cosmetics is 
one of her most lucrative 
endorsements and as its 
ambassador, she’s been 
the show-stopper at the 
finale for more than five 
seasons of the fashion 
week.  About her active 
social life, Kapoor told 
a publication: “In India, 
women are conditioned 
to hide themselves till 
they get back to the ‘right’ 
size… If you’ve put on a 
bit of weight when you’re 
pregnant, it’s okay. It’s 
the only time you can 
proudly flaunt the extra 
kilos and say ‘I’m a wom-
an, and this is what God 
has made, and it’s such a 
beautiful thing.


