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PAK CABINET GREENLIGHTS 
INQUIRY AGAINST IMRAN 

OVER AUDIO LEAKS ON 
US CYPHER

WINDS OF CHANGE BEING
WITNESSED IN GUJARAT:

PUNJAB CM

The Yatra began on September 7 from Kanyakumari and entered Karnataka on Friday

MODI VISITS RAJ GHAT AND VIJAY GHAT TO PAY TRIBUTES TO 
THEM ON THEIR BIRTH ANNIVERSARIES

Samajwadi Party patron is under treatment in Gurugram hospital since August 22

Promises Rs 40 per day for upkeep of cows if AAP comes to power
March is widely seen as precursor

to political strategist’s entry into politics.

New Delhi, Oct 2 
(IANS) Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi will 
participate in the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra on October 
6 in Karnataka, sources 
said on Sunday.

The Yatra will pass 
through Karnataka for 
21 days covering 511 km 

in the state. It began on 
September 7 from Kan-
yakumari and entered 
Karnataka on Friday 
after passing through 
Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

Sonia Gandhi will 
walk with the partici-
pants on October 6 dur-
ing the Karnataka leg of 

the Yatra, a party source 
said.This would be the 

fi rst time that Sonia 
Gandhi will participate 
in the Yatra which began 
when she was abroad for 
a medical check-up.

Rahul Gandhi has 
been walking continu-
ously in the Yatra and 
reached Gundlupet in 
Karnataka on Septem-

ber 30 from Gudalur 
in neighbouring Tamil 
Nadu.The Yatra has 
entered a crucial phase 
with the Karnataka 
leg as the state goes to 
polls next year and is 
the first time when it is 
passing through a BJP-
ruled state.

SONIA GANDHI TO PARTICIPATE IN BHARAT JODO 
YATRA ON OCT 6 IN KARNATAKA

PRASHANT KISHOR STARTS
 3,500 KM ‘PADAYATRA’ ON GANDHI 

BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

AAP TO FORM GOVT IN GUJARAT, 
SAYS ARVIND KEJRIWAL CITING ‘IB 

REPORT’; CLAIMS BJP, CONG HAVE JOINED 
HANDS AGAINST PARTY

CONVENIENT FOR THOSE IN POWER TO APPROPRIATE MAHATMA GANDHI’S 
LEGACY BUT DIFFICULT TO WALK IN HIS FOOTSTEPS : RAHUL

MULAYAM SINGH YADAV’S 
HEALTH DETERIORATES, SHIFTED TO ICU

New Delhi, Oct 2 
(IANS) Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal on 
Sunday promised Rs 40 
per day for the upkeep 
of every cow in Gujarat 
and a shelter home for 
non-milching cattle in 
every district of the state 
if the Aam Aadmi Party 
is voted to power.

Kejriwal’s announce-
ment is a renewed push 
to counter the ruling BJP 
in Gujarat and attract 
Hindu voters, as per po-
litical experts.The Aam 
Aadmi Party national 
convener also claimed 
that the BJP and op-
position Congress have 
united to “cut into the 
AAP votes” as accord-

ing to an “IB report”, 
his party will form the 
next government in the 
state.“In Delhi, we give 
Rs 40 per cow per day. 
The Delhi government 
gives Rs 20 and another 
Rs 20 is given by the 
municipal corporation. 
If the AAP is voted to 
power in Gujarat, then 

we will provide Rs 40 
per cow per day for their 
upkeep,” Kejriwal said 
at a press conference in 
Rajkot.Panjrapole (shel-
ters homes for cattle) 
will be constructed in 
every district for non-
milching cows and 
those roaming on roads, 
Kejriwal said and also 

assured that the AAP 
government will take 
all necessary steps for 
the benefi t of cows in 
the state.His announce-
ment has come at a time 
when panjrapole own-
ers have been protest-
ing against the Gujarat 
government over its al-
leged failure to release a 
package as promised for 
the shelter homes.

Asked about an au-
to-rickshaw driver in 
Ahmedabad, at whose 
house Kejriwal had din-
ner, supporting the BJP, 
the AAP convener said 
he does not discrimi-
nate against people on 
the basis of which party 
they support.

Bihar, Oct 2 (IANS) Po-
litical strategist Prashant 
Kishor began a 3,500-km 
‘padayatra’ from the Gan-
dhi Ashram in Bihar’s 
West Champaran district 
on Sunday, the birth anni-
versary of the Father of the 
Nation, as part of his ‘Jan 
Suraj’ campaign.

The march is widely seen 
as a precursor to his entry 
into politics.

Kishor and his supporters 
will attempt to reach every 
panchayat and block of Bi-
har during the yatra which 
is likely to take anywhere 
between 12 and 15 months 
to complete.

He started the march 
from Bhitiharwa Gandhi 
Ashram, from where Ma-
hatma Gandhi launched 
his fi rst Satyagraha move-
ment in 1917.As the political 

strategist and his followers 
embarked on the padayatra, 
he was greeted by people on 
the road.Ahead of the yatra, 
Kishor tweeted in Hindi that 
he is determined to change 
the system in the “poorest 
and most backward state 
of Bihar”.According to him, 
the fi rst step to achieving a 

better system in society is 
a padayatra across the “vil-
lages, towns and cities of 
Bihar”.A recent statement 
issued by Jan Suraj said the 
main goals of the yatra in-
clude identifying the “right 
people” at the grassroots 
and bringing them on a 
democratic platform.

DHAWAN NAMED CAPTAIN 
FOR INDIA’S UPCOMING 

THREE  MATCH ODI SERIES 
AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA

Lucknow, Oct 2 
(IANS) Former Uttar 
Pradesh chief minister 
and Samajwadi Party 
patron Mulayam Singh 
Yadav has been shifted 
to the ICU of Medanta 
Hospital in Gurugram 
on Sunday after his 
health deteriorated, 
the party said.Family 
members are reaching 
Gurugram to check up 

on his health. While 
his brother Shivpal 
Singh Yadav is already 
there, Samajwadi 
Party president and 
Mulayam’s son Akh-
ilesh Yadav has left 
Lucknow for Delhi, SP 
state unit spokesper-
son Rajendra Chaud-
hary said.According to 
the hospital sources, 
the 82-year-old leader 

is being treated under 
the supervision of on-
cologists Dr Nitin Sood 
and Dr Sushil Kataria. 
He is under treatment 
in the hospital since 
August 22.

The SP leader was ad-
mitted in the hospital 
in July also.In a tweet in 
Hindi, Congress leader 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
said, “We all are con-
cerned about the dete-
riorating health condi-
tion of Mulayam Singh 
Yadav and are praying 
for his health.” 

PM MODI PAYS TRIBUTES TO 
MAHATMA GANDHI, LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI

New Delhi, October 2 
(IANS) Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Sunday paid 
homage to Mahatma Gandhi 
on his birth anniversary, and 
urged everyone to purchase 
khadi and handicrafts prod-
ucts as a tribute to him.

He also fondly remem-
bered India’s second Prime 
Minister Lal Bahadur Shas-
tri, whose birth anniversary 
also falls on October 2, noting 
that he is admired across the 

country for his simplicity and 
decisiveness.The Prime Min-
ister visited the Raj Ghat and 
the Vijay Ghat, memorials to 
Gandhi and Shastri, respec-
tively, to pay tributes to them.

In tributes to Gandhi, 
Prime Minister Modi tweet-
ed, “Paying homage to Ma-
hatma Gandhi on Gandhi 
Jayanti . This Gandhi Jay-
anti is even more special be-
cause India is marking Azadi 
Ka Amrit Mahotsav. May 

we always live up to Bapu’s 
ideals. I also urge you all to 
purchase Khadi and handi-
crafts products as a tribute 
to Gandhi Ji.”

In homage to Shastri, he 
said, “Lal Bahadur Shastri Ji 
is admired all across India 
for his simplicity and deci-
siveness. His tough leader-
ship at a very crucial time of 
our history will always be re-
membered. Tributes to him 
on his Jayanti.”

PM attends prayer meeting at Gandhi Smriti on the occasion 
of Gandhi Jayanti, in New Delhi..(PIB)

He Says the ideology that killed the freedom fighter has delivered inequality and divisiveness in the last eight years.
New Delhi, Oct 2 

(IANS) Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday 
paid tributes to Mahatma 
Gandhi on his birth anni-
versary and said while it 
is convenient for those in 
power to appropriate the 
legacy of the Father of 
the Nation, it is diffi cult 
to walk in his footsteps.
Rahul Gandhi, who vis-
ited a Khadi Gramodyog 
Kendra here that Ma-
hatma Gandhi had vis-
ited in 1927 and 1932, 
said the ideology that 
killed the freedom fi ghter 

has delivered inequality 
and divisiveness in the 
last eight years.He also 
participated in a prayer 
meeting and interacted 
with women weavers at 
the Khadi Gramodyog 
Kendra. Later, he visited 
Badanavalu village near 
Mysuru and interacted 
with the villagers be-
sides doing ‘Shramdaan’ 
(voluntary work) by lay-
ing a pavement.The for-
mer Congress chief also 
painted the tricolour 
with village children.In a 
statement, Rahul Gandhi 

said, “We remember and 
pay our respects to that 
great son of India. Our 
remembering is made 
more poignant by the 
fact that we are on the 
25th day of the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra, a padyatra 
in which we are walk-
ing his path of ahimsa, 
unity, equality and jus-
tice.” “Just as Gandhiji 
fought the British Raj, we 
... (have) embarked on a 
battle with the very ide-
ology that killed Gandhi. 
This ideology has deliv-
ered inequality, divisive-

ness and the erosion of 
our hard-won freedoms 
in the past eight years.

“Against this politics 
of himsa (violence) and 
‘asatya’ (lies), the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra will spread 
the message of Ahimsa 
and ‘swaraj’ from Kanya-
kumari to Kashmir,” he 
said, adding that ‘swaraj’ 
has different mean-
ings. “It is the freedom 
of our states to exercise 
their constitutional free-
doms and of our villages 
to practice Panchayati 
Raj,” he said.
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NGT forms panel to check industries dumping 
hazardous waste in Ganga Canal

Jamaat-e-Islami Hind calls aborting fetus a ‘moral crime’

BJP first to recognise social media as the new electoral battlefield

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) The 
National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
has formed a committee to look 
into a plea against industrial 
units at Bhopa Thana of Mu-
zaffarnagar in Uttar Pradesh 
allegedly dumping hazard-
ous waste and coal ash on the 
banks of the Ganga Canal.

The plea has been regis-
tered on a letter petition rais-
ing complaint that certain 

industrial proponents namely 
Bindal Duplex Ltd. Paper Mill, 
Bhageshwari Paper Mill, and 
Silverton Pulp and Paper Mill 
Pvt. Ltd. are running units at 
Village Nangala Bujurg, Bhopa 
Thana, Muzaffarnagar and 
dumping hazardous waste 
and coal ash at the bank of 
Ganga Canal in huge quantity 
causing serious environmen-
tal damage besides health 

hazards to the residents in the 
nearby areas.

“In our view, the issue raised 
involves substantial question 
relating to environment aris-
ing from the implementation 
of the Scheduled enactment 
under NGT Act, 2010 requiring 
adjudication by this Tribunal,” 
said the NGT bench compris-
ing Judicial Member Justice 
Sudhir Agarwal and Expert 

Members A. Senthil Vel and 
Dr. Afroz Ahmad in a recent 
order.

However, in our view, first, 
it would be appropriate to 
obtain a factual report by con-
stituting a joint Committee 
comprising of State PCB and 
District Magistrate, Muzaffar-
nagar who shall visit the site 
within a fortnight and submit 
a factual report within two 
months, the order further said.

The matter will be further 
heard on December 9.

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) The 
Jamaat-e-Islami Hind (JIH) has 
called aborting fetus a moral 
crime, and appealed to the 
Supreme Court to review its 
ruling which has given legal 
abortion rights to all women, 
married and unmarried, up to 
24 weeks into pregnancy.

The apex court recently 
ruled that there should be no 
distinction between married 

and unmarried women and it 
must include unmarried wom-
en in a consensual relationship 
also as far as abortion rights are 
concerned.

In the same verdict, the court 
also ruled that women should 
have reproductive autonomy 
and the consent of the hus-
band or any other family mem-
ber is not required.

Addressing a media briefing, 

JIH Vice President Mohammed 
Salim Engineer said that the 
court’s ruling would increase 
exploitation of women as men 
will no longer fear the conse-
quences of their actions.

He further said that the is-
sue pertained to the life at the 
stage of a fetus which is not in 
a position to defend his/her 
rights, and removal of the fetus 
amounts to killing. He said the 

right of the fetus should have 
been considered by the court 
before pronouncing the verdict 
in such a sensitive case.

In response to a question, 
JIH women’s wing secretary 
Rahmathunnisa said that the 
right to abortion could not be 
linked with public demand.

Should people decide wheth-
er a fetus should come into the 
world, she asked.

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) So-
cial media in past few years 
has emerged the new battle-
field in electoral politics.

These days, social media is 
playing a significant role in in-
fluencing voters and this is the 
reason why the importance of 
social media has increased a 
lot in the present election sce-
nario.

Talking about political par-
ties, the BJP was first to re-
alise the importance of social 
media. Ahead of the 2014 Lok 
Sabha elections, the BJP had 
extensively used social media 
to create an atmosphere in its 
favour across the country.

The Congress could not un-
derstand the importance of 
social media during the ear-
lier days, but the continuous 
electoral defeat made it re-
alise that they have to beat the 
BJP not only on the ground 
but also on social media plat-
forms. Gradually, all other 
political parties in the country 
became active on social media 
platforms and almost every 
party has also constituted IT 
cell to handle their social me-
dia platforms.

However, in recent years, 
both BJP and Congress have 
up their ante significantly 
when it comes to social media.

The leaders, workers and 
people associated with the IT 
cells of both the parties, con-
stantly attack each other on 
social media platforms. Day 
by day these political fights 
are getting murkier and are 
now reaching the police sta-
tions, and even to the courts.

Recently, Congress MP Hibi 
Eden filed a police complaint 
accusing BJP leader Priti Gan-
dhi of spreading fake and di-
visive news to disrupt Rahul 
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatra.

Eden alleged that the BJP 
leader in a tweet shared a 
set of picture that sought to 
convey that former Congress 

president Rahul Gandhi is 
posing with an individual who 
had been accused of slogan-
eering “Pakistan Zindabad” in 
past. Congress general secre-
tary and communications in-
charge Jairam Ramesh shared 
the copy of the Congress MP’s 
complaint on Twitter itself, 
saying that he had initiated 
legal action against the “on-
line hate factory” of BJP lead-
ers and their devotees and the 
Congress will not take such a 
case lightly.

However, BJP leader Priti 
Gandhi told IANS that before 
her tweet, over a hundred 
people had already tweeted 

the same pictures and when 
she realised that the girl in 
both the pictures are different, 
she immediately (within min-
utes) deleted her tweet.

The BJP leader also refuted 
the online hate factory allega-
tions and said that she stands 
by her tweets about Rahul 
Gandhi’s meeting with the 
priest who “seeks to divide the 
country” and the one which 
was about Kanhaiya Kumar. 
Priti Gandhi asserted that 
she will continue to raise the 
question whether it is “Bharat 
Jodo Yatra” or “Bharat Todo 
Yatra.”

She said that it is her right to 

ask this question and will she 
be put in jail for asking this 
question?

Responding to the reasons 
for social media battles reach-
ing police stations and courts, 
the BJP leader said that the 
(state) governments led by 
parties like Congress, Left 
Front, Aam Aadmi Party and 
Trinamool Congress are mis-
using their police.

Priti Gandhi also said that 
the Congress party, which 
ruled the country for 70 years, 
had set many “wrong narra-
tives” as per its convenience 
and today common people, 
empowered by social media 
platforms, are exposing it by 
questioning the “wrong do-

ings” and the “wrong narra-
tive”. Social media had be-
come a political battle ground 
long ago, but now leaders 
have started attacking each 
other on it.

Recently, Congress media 
in-charge Pawan Khera shared 
the criminal complaint made 
by his party leader against 
the BJP leader on Twitter, to 
which BJP IT cell head Amit 
Malviya retaliated and alleged 
that the Congress implicating 
BJP workers in fake cases in 
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh.

Malviya accused the Con-
gress of misusing its Rajast-
han and Chhattisgarh govern-
ments to file fake cases against 
BJP workers.

AIIMS revises OPD registration timings for 
cancer patients

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) The 
All India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (AIIMS) has an-
nounced a revised timing of 
OPD registrations for patients 
to avail the outpatient services 
at Dr B.R. Ambedkar Insti-
tute-Rotary Cancer Hospital 
(DBRAIRCH).

The OPD registrations will 
be done from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on all working days. Earlier, 
the patients had to register for 
OPD appointments between 8 
a.m. and 11.30 a.m.

“The timing of patients’ 
registration in OPD at DBRAI-
RCH-AIIMS is revised. The pa-
tient registration in OPD will 
be done from 8 a.m. till 1 p.m. 
on all working days,” said the 
letter issued by Sushma Bhat-
nagar, chief at Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar Institute-Rotary Cancer 
Hospital and head of NCI AI-
IMS. No patient will be sent 
from OPD without consulta-
tion, the letter stated.

The order said that screen-
ing OPD will be conducted 

from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. with one 
resident from different depart-
ments on a rotation basis.

The OPD time has been re-
vised after new AIIMS director 
Dr M. Srinivas has taken the 

charge. Among other initia-
tives, the AIIMS has also de-
cided to provide the transport 
facility to commute Oncology 
Patients from BRAIRH to NCI, 
Jhajjar Campus.

6-yr-old killed in human sacrifice in 
Delhi, 2 arrested

Reliance Jewels launches Mahalaya Collection this Festive Season

Man stabbed to death in North-East Delhi, heavy 
police force deployed in the area

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) 
In a shocking incident, two 
men allegedly killed a six-
year-old boy as human sac-
rifice by slitting his throat in 
South Delhi’s Lodhi Colony.

A senior police official said 
the accused have been ar-
rested and identified as Vijay 
and Amar.

“The accused have con-
fessed to the crime. Vijay 
said that after consuming 
ganja, he went to the place 
where the ladies were sing-
ing bhajans and asked for in-
cense for worshipping Lord 
Shiva, which was denied. 
After that, he returned to his 
shanty where he dreamt that 
Lord Shiva is asking for sac-
rifice of a child. The accused 
found the victim (Dhar-

mender) alone and took him 
to his room and murdered 
him by slitting his throat,” 
said the police.

The police said that on 
Saturday, they got a PCR call 
about the incident, that two 
youths have slit the neck of 
a child at construction site 
CGO Complex, near CBI 
building.

The police reached the 
spot and found the body of 
a child with visible injury 
marks on neck and head.

The crime team and FSL 
team were called at the spot 
and the body of the deceased 
was shifted to AIIMS Trauma 
Centre for post-mortem.

The police recorded the 
statement of Ashok Kumar, 
father of Dharmender and 

lodged an FIR.
The complainant stated 

that, the women of the la-
bourers family were singing 
bhajan at construction site 
after dinner. When they were 
going back to their shanties, 
they realised that Dhar-
mender was missing, and 
started searching for him.

During search, he spot-
ted blood oozing out from a 
shanty and when he barged 
in, he saw his son’s body un-
der a kot.

Ashok raised an alarm af-
ter which a mob gathered 
and caught hold of the ac-
cused.

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) Se-
nior Indian Police Service (IPS) 
officers S.L. Thaosen and An-
ish Dayal Singh have been ap-
pointed as the new chiefs of the 
CRPF and ITBP respectively, 
according to a government or-
der issued on Saturday.

Thaosen, a 1988-batch of-
ficer of the Madhya Pradesh 
cadre who is currently serv-
ing as Director General (DG) 
of Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) 
and holding additional charge 
of Indo-Tibetan Border Police, 
has been appointed as the DG 

of the Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF). The post had 
fallen vacant after the retire-
ment of IPS officer Kuldeep 
Singh on Friday.

Singh, a 1988-batch officer of 
Manipur cadre, who was pres-
ently working as Special Direc-
tor in Intelligence Bureau, has 
been appointed as DG of ITBP.

According to the information, 
Thaosen’s retirement is sched-
uled in November, while Anish 
Dayal Singh will retire in De-
cember, 2024. The order for their 
appointment was issued by the 
Personnel Ministry after sanc-
tion from the Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) 
headed by the Prime Minister.

New Delhi, 2nd. October 
2022:-- Reliance Jewels, one of 
India’s leading jewellery brand 
launched an exquisite collec-
tion of Gold & Diamond  jew-
ellery, “Mahalaya”, inspired by 
the glory & grace of Maharash-
tra to mark the upcoming aus-
picious & celebratory festive 
season. With this unique and 
exclusive array of designs that 
celebrates the grace and glory 
of Maharashtra’s heritage Reli-
ance Jewels continues to cel-

ebrate and honor the rich cul-
tural legacy of India. In order to 
make this festive season even 
more special for their custom-
ers, the brand has designed & 
curated this spectacular col-
lection in the form of beauti-
ful necklace sets, pendant sets, 
mangalsutras, earrings, rings, 
bracelets and bangles crafted 
in 22kt Gold and with the most 
lustrous internationally certi-
fied diamonds. 

Commenting on the newest 

collection, Sunil Nayak, CEO 
of Reliance Jewels said, “India 
has a very vast and prestigious 
heritage and a beautiful and 
diverse culture which is an 
integral part of our country’s 
roots that makes each of us 
really proud to be an Indian. 
We take immense pride in tak-
ing inspirations from our rich 
heritage, arts and crafts and 
launching exemplary collec-
tions for the last 3 years that 
was well received by all our 

customers. 
In addition to the new jew-

ellery pieces, patrons can also 
avail of up to 25% off on mak-
ing charges of gold Jewellery 
and diamond Jewellery value. 
Offer valid for Limited period 
only.The stunning collection 
will be exclusively available 
at all Reliance Jewels Flagship 
showrooms across the country 
and a select range will be avail-
able on the Reliance Jewels 
website.

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) A 
man was stabbed to death 
by three persons in Sunder 
Nagari under the Nand Nagri 

police station in North-East 
Delhi on Saturday night. 
Heavy police force has been 
deployed there to avoid any 

untoward incident, as the kill-
ing can trigger tension in the 
sensative area.

The deceased has been 

identified as Manish. He was 
rushed to Guru Tegh Bahadur 
Hospital where he was de-
clared brought dead.

“At about 7:40 pm, we got a 
PCR call informing about the 
incident. 

CRPF, ITBP get new DGs

Charista Foundation conducted 
a  seminar on the    UN’s 

International Day of Older Persons

Delhi,2,Oct:  Aartas, a health tech start-
up and coworking space for doctors, host-
ed  a talk on basic women’s health needs 
conducted by Delhi’s leading doctors Dr. 
Arushi Dudeja (Dermatologist) and Dr. 
Amodita Ahuja (Gynaecologist) in collabo-
ration with Nari Shakti organizers Ms. Har-

simar and Ms. Shipra. Nari Shakti  “Women 
supporting women” is an initiative of Little 
India Foundation. 

The aim of this event was to spread 
awareness about the health concerns that 
a female faces with every passing decade 
of life.
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GRAP-pling with pollution: NCR gets into action 15 days before deadline

Nand Nagri incident has PFI links: 
Hindu Sena chief

Did Delhi Police’s anti-riot mock drill alert 
PFI members in Jahangirpuri?

Drones, more forces in Delhi’s Nand Nagri after youth brutally murdered

AmeriHealth Home Healthcare celebrates the International 
Day of older persons with senior citizens at Gurgaon

Aartas hosts Nari Shakti for an 
awareness on Women’s Health.

Nodal cyber regulator can tame social media 
misuse by political parties

Noida, Oct 2 (IANS) To 
combat air pollution, Graded 
Response Action Plan (GRAP) 
has been implemented in 
the National Capital Region 
(NCR), 15 days in advance.

Under GRAP’s imposition, 
if the AQI is over 300, then 
there will be curbs on oper-
ating diesel generator. Big 
societies, hospitals, escalator 
and lifts in hotels have been 
permitted to run diesel gen-
erator for only two hours per 
day and and the curbs will get 
stricter as the AQI increases.

Industrial organisations 
unhappy with GRAP’s impo-

sition.
Industrial organisations of 

Noida, Greater Noida, Delhi 
are demonstrating outside 
offices of pollution con-
trol board, saying that they 
should be allowed to run die-
sel generator as curb on it will 
adversely impact their units.

Diesel generators are in-
stalled in most of the indus-
trial units and till now entre-
preneurs have not replaced it 
by CNG or PNG generators.

Gautam Buddh Nagar dis-
trict houses more than 20,000 
small and big industrial units.

According to Gautam Budh 

Nagar Regional Pollution offi-
cer Praveen Kumar, “Besides 
four teams of the Pollution 
Control Board, 14 teams of 
authorities of Noida, Great-
er Noida and Yamuna have 
been made to man imple-
mentation of GRAP and other 
environmental norms. If any-
one will be found violating 
the rules, he/she will be fined 
Rs 50,000.”

Which sort of devices can 
be run There will be no curb 
on CNG, PNG, and LPG gen-
erator and generators with 
Retrofit Emmision Control 
Device and dual fit kit. RECD 

and dual fit kit in diesel gen-
erator reduces pollution by 
90 per cent.

What attracts fine
Fine will be imposed on 

burning garbage, if construc-
tion material is kept open, 
construction and demolition 
work is not stopped even af-
ter AQI crosses 400, roads are 

not cleaned and sprinkled 
with water, anti smog gun is 
not installed at construction 
sites, coal and wood is be-
ing used in tandoor (oven) 
at dhabas and hotels and bio 
medical waste from hospital 
is not disposed.

Around 8,26,000 vehicles 
are registered in Gautam 
Buddha Nagar, of which 
more than five lakh are two-
wheelers, over 2,40,000 four-
wheelers, 21,000 goods car-
rier, 1,20,000 taxis and 7,000 
tractors.

Besides this, there are over 
1,24,000 petrol and diesel 

which have completed 10-15 
years and should not be used. 
If such vehicles will be find on 
road, then it will be seized.

Pollution causes breathing 
related troubles, eye irrita-
tion, TB, cancer, weakness, 
impact on growth of children, 
premature delivery and in-
crease in death rate, among 
others.

Sector 51, 52, Sevn EX, 
DFCC, FMG, Sector 150, 78, 
old Industrial Road phase 1 
and 2, Noida City Centre, Sec-
tor 62 have been marked as 
hotspots of pollution where 
GRAP will be strictly imposed.

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) After a Dalit 
youth was killed by three persons in 
north-east Delhi’s Nand Nagri area, 
Hindu Sena President Vishnu Gupta 
has demanded that the incident must 
be probed by the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA).

The incident took place on Saturday 
evening. The deceased identified as 
Manish was killed by the accused trio 
identified as Faizan, Alam and Bilal.

Gupta has alleged that Popular Front 
Of India (PFI) members were behind the 
incident and hence the matter should be 
handed over to the NIA.

THe Hindu Sena Chief alleged that the 
incident must have links with the PFI.

The police have arrested the accused 
trio and have deployed extra police per-
sonnel in the area to maintain law and 

order.
The police are also using drones to 

keep a close watch on anti-national ele-
ments.

Nearly one year back, the deceased 
Manish was attacked by accused duo 
Mohasin and Kasim, who had tried to 
snatch his cell phone. Both were arrest-
ed and are currently in judicial custody.

Faizan, Bilal and Alam are the friends 
of the accused duo. They attacked the 
deceased to take revenge of Mohasin 
and Kasim.

The CCTV footage of the incident ac-
cessed by IANS shows that Manish was 
stabbed publicly.

In one of the mobile footage, a Delhi 
Police Inspector could be seen slapping 
a local, who had gathered to stage a pro-
test against the police and the accused.

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) 
During the pan-India 
raids against the now 
banned PFI, around six 
places were raided in 
Delhi, but the sensitive 
riot-hit Jahangirpuri was 
left out, raising questions. 
Sources have claimed that 
an anti-riot mock drill, 
which was conducted in 
the area, may have forced 
the agencies to change 
their plan at the last min-
ute.

The anti-riot mock drill 
was conducted on Sep-
tember 22 to show the 
preparedness of police 
and agencies during the 

festive season.
Sources claimed that 

the drill might have alert-
ed the suspected PFI cad-
res, who ran away from 
the area. The sources also 
said that it was not pos-
sible that when the raids 
were being conducted 
across the capital, the 
agencies didn’t want to 
raid this area.

The sources said that 
the agencies had the Ja-
hangirpuri on their raid 
list, but as there was a 
mock drill, which alerted 
everyone, the agencies 
decided to leave the area 
out of their plan.

The source said that the 
mock drill was conducted 
at the wrong time which 
might have alerted the ac-
cused, who ran away from 
the area.

“We believe that a few 
PFI members were liv-
ing in Jahangirpuri but 
the mock drill, which can 
be termed as blunder, 
alerted them. They might 
have assumed that the 
government is planning 
a big action and fled from 
the area. When raids were 
conducted at the pan-
India level, and at many 
places in Delhi, there was 
no raid in Jahangirpuri. 

How was it possible? What 
made the security agen-
cies change their plan. If 
Jahangirpuri was on their 
list earlier, then why was 
it not there when the ac-
tual raid took place, it was 
only because of that mock 
drill,” the source claimed.

Tabrez, an accused in 
the Jahangirpuri riot, was 
a member of the peace 
committee and he was 
also a member of Tiranga 
Yatra, which was organ-
ised in the district. This 
was also another failure of 
this district as the senior 
officials were unaware of 
it. The SOPs were also al-

legedly not followed dur-
ing the mock drill.

The raids by NIA and 
other central agencies 
were conducted in South 
East Delhi’s Jamia, Shahin 
Bagh, Nizamuddin, Ro-
hini’s Aman Vihar, North 
East Delhi’s Seelampur.

On September 27, the 
agencies conducted a sec-
ond round of raids which 
led to the banning of the 
PFI and its affiliates.

There are now possibili-
ties that Delhi’s top police 
official or the Ministry of 
Home Affairs might seek a 
report on this.

IANS tried to reach out 
for an official quote but 
no one was available from 
Delhi Police to comment 
on the matter.

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) The 
Delhi Police have deployed 
more police force in north east 
Delhi’s Nand Nagri, where one 
Manish, was stabbed to death 
by Alam, Faizan and Bilal, to 
avoid any untoward incident.

The Delhi Police were also 
taking the help of drone cam-
eras to keep an eye on the bad 
elements who can provoke the 
people.

On Sunday morning, lo-
cals gathered in the area and 

shouted slogans against the 
law enforcement agency. They 
demanded the death penalty 
for the murderers.

The police have assured 
that no accused will be spared 
and all the three accused in-

volved in the crime have been 
arrested.

The police were leaving no 
stone unturned as there were 
possibilities that the incident 
could lead to law and order 
problems. Police have asked 

the people to maintain peace 
in the area.

CCTV footage shows that no 
one helped Manish when he 
was being attacked.

The incident happened on 
Saturday night. Manish was 
brutally killed by the three ac-
cused. The entire incident was 

captured on CCTV which has 
been accessed by IANS.

In the CCTV footage it could 
be seen that Manish was 
stabbed in full public view but 
none dared to intervene.

Police said that they have 
arrested three accused in-
volved in the matter.

“At about 7.40 p.m., we 
got a PCR call informing us 
about the incident. After 
preliminary inquiry, three 
youths, Aalam, Bilal and Fai-
zan, all residents of Sunder 
Nagri, were rounded up as 
the main suspects,” a police 
officer said.

 Delhi: 2 Oct, Ameri-
Health, a leading Home 
Healthcare service pro-
vider established by the 
Asian Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences, Faridabad 
(Asian Hospital), cel-
ebrated the International 
Day of older persons with 
the Senior Citizen Club of 
Park View City-1 in Gurg-
aon. Eminent doctors and 
specialists from Ameri-
Health - Dr. Charu Dutta 
Arora, Founder Member 
and Head Consultant-
AmeriHealth, Dr. Sandeep 
Chauhan, Head, Physio-
therapy at Asian hospital, 
Dr. Komal Sharma, Visit-
ing Consultant, Speech 
and Swallow Therapy and 

Ms. Sonal Jawa were a part 
of the celebration. 

The theme of this year’s 
celebration was ‘Resil-
ience of Older Persons in 
the changing world”.

Sharing his perspective 
on the celebration of In-
ternational Day of older 
persons, Dr. Charu Dutta, 
Founder Member and 
Head Consultant-Ameri-
Health Home Healthcare 
said, “We pledge to sup-
port the elderly by provid-
ing them a good quality of 
life. We aim that they all 
age like fine wine”.

Expressing his views on 
the fun-filled event or-
ganized by AmeriHealth, 
Mr. J K Chopra, President, 

Senior Citizens Club, Park 
View City1 says, “It is our 
pleasure to have Dr. Charu 
and his team celebrate the 
International Day of older 
persons with us. Their 
team has always been at 
the forefront in supporting 
us with health camps and 
providing due care during 
COVID times. Their com-
passion and empathy to-
wards senior citizens have 
made this team a part of 
our lives”.

The event ended on a 
great note followed by 
a sumptuous plate of 
healthy snacks. The el-
derly expressed their grati-
tude to Dr. Charu and his 
team at AmeriHealth.

Delhi,2,Oct:  Aartas, a 
health tech startup and 
coworking space for doc-
tors, hosted  a talk on ba-
sic women’s health needs 
conducted by Delhi’s 
leading doctors Dr. Arushi 
Dudeja (Dermatologist) 
and Dr. Amodita Ahuja 
(Gynaecologist) in collab-
oration with Nari Shakti 
organizers Ms. Harsimar 
and Ms. Shipra. Nari Shak-
ti  “Women supporting 
women” is an initiative of 
Little India Foundation. 

The aim of this event 
was to spread awareness 
about the health concerns 
that a female faces with 
every passing decade of 
life.

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) As po-
litical parties continue to misuse 
social media platforms to spread 
propaganda, misinformation, and 
fake news in the absence of a cen-
tral cyber regulatory body, industry 
experts have reiterated the need to 
appoint a nodal cyber regulator to 
deal with Twitter, Facebook, What-
sApp and others.

Several countries have appointed 
their own cyber regulators who 
separately deal with Big Tech when 
they fail to address the laws of the 
land, especially before big-ticket 
elections.

“Propaganda, misinformation, 
and fake news have the potential 
to polarise public opinion. It is of-
ten seen that social media is used 
to promote violent extremism and 
hate speech against political par-
ties, communities, and religions 

and, ultimately, to undermine de-
mocracies and reduce trust in the 
democratic processes,” Nitin Pan-
dey, senior cyber consultant with 
UP Cyber Crime, Police Headquar-
ters, told IANS.

Pandey explained that such anti-
social elements, using bots of paid 
Twitter users, spread misinforma-
tion.

“With modern artificial intel-
ligence (AI) tools, it has become 
very easy to morph, and create 
deep fake, altered voices, videos, 
and text. And as these messages 
are circulated in such large num-
bers many believe them as true,” he 
noted.

As India prepares for any big 
state poll, WhatsApp gets heavily 
misused by various political parties 
as well as individual candidates to 
woo millions of voters via the auto-

mated bulk messaging route.
According to experts, IT cells of 

various political parties prepare 
lakhs of WhatsApp groups and 
broadcast lists to reach smart-
phones of voters with targeted po-
litical messaging.

“WhatsApp is a big beneficiary 
of such unauthorised bulk mes-
saging, even though the Election 
Commission has imposed stringent 
restrictions on conventional cam-
paigns. Influencing and impacting 
elections in such an unauthorised 
manner is a crime under the Indian 
Penal Code and the Representation 
of People’s Act,” Supreme Court 
lawyer and cyberlaw expert Virag 
Gupta told IANS.

Pandey said It is very important 
to provide netizens with a solid ed-
ucation on media and information 
literacy as part of the curriculum.
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Battle against ideology that killed Gandhi: Rahul
Mysuru, Oct 2 (IANS) 

On the birth anniversary 
of Mahatma Gandhi, Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi, 
who is on the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, on Sunday raised the 
issue of assassination of the 
father of the nation, and 
said the battle of ideologies 
continues and exhorted 
people to join him in this.

Rahul said, “Just as 
Gandhiji fought the British 
Raj, we are today embarked 
on a battle with the very 
ideology that killed Gandhi. 
This ideology has delivered 
inequality, divisiveness and 
the erosion of our hard-
won freedoms in the past 
eight years.”

He was on his Bharat 
Jodo Yatra at the Badan-

avalu Khadi Gramodyaga 
Kendra in Karnataka that 
Mahatma Gandhi visited in 
1927.

In a statement released 
to the media on Sunday, 
Rahul Gandhi said, “We 
remember and pay our re-
spects to that great son of 
India. Our remembering 
is made more poignant by 
the fact that we are on the 
25th day of the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, a padyatra in which 
we are walking his path of 
ahimsa, unity, equality and 
justice.

“Against this politics 
of ‘ahimsa’ and ‘asatya’, 
the Bharat Jodo Yatra will 
spread the message of 
Ahimsa and Swaraj from 
Kanyakumari to Kashmir,” 

he added.
Rahul said, “Swaraj has 

many meanings. It is the 
freedom from fear and 
want that our farmers, 
youth and small and me-
dium enterprises desire. It 
is the freedom of our states 
to exercise their constitu-
tional freedoms and of our 

villages to practice Pan-
chayati Raj.

“It is also the conquest of 
the self, whether it is Bharat 
Yatris who are travelling 
3,600 km by foot or the lakhs 
of citizens who are walking 
with us for shorter periods. 
“The Yatra is the quiet and 
determined voice of the 

Indian people against the 
politics of fear, hatred and 
division. It might be con-
venient for those in power 
to appropriate Gandhiji’s 
legacy, but it is much more 
difficult to walk in his foot-
steps.

“Huge numbers of men, 
women and children have 
already taken part in the 
Yatra. Many of them believe 
that the values that Gandhi-
ji gave his life for and our 
constitutional rights are to-
day under threat.

“As we continue on our 
journey from Mysuru to 
Kashmir, I request my fel-
low citizens across India to 
walk with us in the spirit of 
Ahimsa and Sadbhavana,” 
he said in the statement.

Goa CM apprises students about adopting 
‘Gandhian’ principles

Panaji, Oct 2 (IANS) Goa 
Chief Minister Pramod Sawa-
nt on Sunday apprised stu-
dents about the significance 
of adopting ‘Gandhian’ prin-
ciples in daily life to spread 
Gandhiji’s message of endur-
ance, peace and harmony, say-
ing that the world needs a stu-
dent community to bring good 
changes.

On the occasion of the 153rd 
birth anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi, Sawant offered floral 
tributes at Gandhi’s statue in 
north Goa.

Union Minister of State for 
Tourism and Ports Shripad 
Naik, Cumbarjua MLA Rajesh 
Faldessai, Santa Cruz MLA 
Rodolfo Fernandes and others 
were present on the occasion.

The Chief Minister said that 
all efforts are underway to un-
dertake development through 
the Central and state govern-
ments. “Taking the inspiration-
al thoughts of cleanliness from 
Mahatma Gandhi, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi launched 
the ‘Swachh Bharat’ mission 
and the entire nation partici-
pated in this mission,” Sawant 
added. He said that the govern-
ment is making every effort to 
turn Goa into ‘Swayampurna’ 
and he is confident the day is 
not far to achieve.

“Mahatma Gandhi sacrificed 
everything to win India’s inde-
pendence. His numerous agi-
tations against British rule in 
India, including the Non-Co-
operation Movement, Dandi 

Yatra, Salt March, Quit India 
Campaign, Civil Disobedience 
campaign, etc., not only helped 
to make India independent but 
also propelled him to a posi-
tion of leadership throughout 
the world. This is a result of his 
self-assurance and tenacity,” 
he added.

Sawant said that in addi-
tion to his contribution to the 

freedom struggle, Gandhi also 
raised concerns about social 
issues. “He always emphasised 
the need for the social, politi-
cal and fundamental advance-
ment of society from the per-
spective of self-reliance and 
brotherhood,” he stated.

“We can’t expect others to 
bring the change but need to 
shoulder it as our responsibili-

Tharoor gets very little support from 
home state Kerala for Cong prez polls

After shooting itself in foot in 2017, 
Goa Cong continues to suffer

Increase in water tariff: BJP recovering money spent 
on purchasing MLAs, says GFP

Thiruvananthapuram, Oct 
2 (IANS) Congress leader 
Shashi Tharoor, a three-time 
MP from Thiruvanantha-
puram who has filed nomi-
nation papers for the party’s 
presidential post, is getting 
very little support from his 
home state Kerala.

While he got a shot in the 
arm after a few young lead-
ers, including Hybi Eaden 
MP, K.S. Sabarinathan for-
mer MLA and M.K. Ragha-
van MP, supported him, 
Mallikarjun Kharge has the 

support of the party’s big-
wigs.

Leader of Opposition in 
Kerala V.D. Satheeshan said 
that even though he enjoys 
an excellent personal rap-
port with Shashi Tharoor, he 
would vote for Mallikarjun 
Kharge.

Satheeshan said, “Thar-
oor’s decision to contest the 
election is not wrong. But 
I have decided to support 
Kharge.”

Senior leader of the Con-
gress party and former KPCC 

president Ramesh Chen-
nithala, while speaking to 
media persons said, “Thar-
oor has the right to contest 
the election as the Congress 
high command has itself 
said that it’s an open elec-
tion. However, Kharge is 
the apt candidate and I have 
decided to cast my vote in 
favour of Mallikarjun Kharge 
who is a very senior leader of 
the Congress party with ex-
perience and has grassroots 
exposure.”

Congress presidential poll 

Thiruvananthapuram, Oct 
2 (IANS) The funeral of CPI-M 
Politburo member and former 
Home Minister of Kerala, Kodi-
yeri Balakrishnan will be held at 
Payyambalam beach in Kannur 
on Monday. The senior leader 
passed away at Appolo hospital 
in Chennai on Saturday after 
a brief battle with pancreatic 
cancer. He was 68.

Kodiyeri Balakrishnan was a 
Member of Legislative Assem-
bly from the Thalassery assem-
bly constituency for five terms 
and he was Home and Tourism 

Minister of Kerala. The senior 
leader was the CPI-M state 
secretary for three terms and 
demitted office recently after 
he became critically ill. He is 
remembered for his down-to-
earth attitude and grass root 
contact as well as his speeches 
that were laced with humour.

Chief Minister of Kerala, 
Pinarayi Vijayan who also hails 
from Kannur district- the red 
fort of CPI-M, will attend the 
funeral after cancelling his Eu-
ropean trip which he was to un-
dertake from today.

Kodiyeri Balakrishnan’s mor-
tal remains will reach Kannur 
airport at 11 a.m. from Chen-
nai, along with his wife Vino-
dini, son Advocate Bineesh and 
daughter-in-law, Rinitta.

The CPI-M has made elabo-

rate arrangements for the pub-
lic to pay homage in his home 
district. His body will be kept 
for public homage at Thalass-
ery town hall in his hometown.

CPI-M Kannur district sec-
retary, M.V. Jayarajan while 
speaking to IANS said: “The 
passing away of Kodiyeri Bal-
akrishnan is a major loss to 
the party. The party cadres 
are in mourning. His body will 
be kept for public to pay their 
last tributes at several points 
in Kannur district including in 
Thalassery town hall.”

Chennai, Oct 2 (IANS) You-
Tuber, ‘Savukku’ Shankar, 
who was remanded in judi-
cial custody for six months in 
connection with a contempt 
case, continued hunger strike, 
demanding that he should be 
allowed to receive visitors in 
jail. Shankar had online made 
derogatory comments against 

the judiciary for which he was 
arrested and then sentenced 
to prison. Shankar was lodged 
at Madurai central prison after 
Madurai bench of the Madras 
High Court had on Septem-
ber 15 sentenced him to six 
months prison. He was later 
shifted to Cuddalore prison cit-
ing security reasons.

Shankar was a government 
employee with the Tamil Nadu 
vigilance department, but he 
was given termination notice 
last week. ‘Savukku’ Shankar 
refused to accept the termina-
tion notice and it was pasted 
outside his cell in Cuddalore 
central prison.

Kamala, mother of Shankar, 

told media persons that no 
proper intimation was given 
on his dismissal from the gov-
ernment service. The family 
also wanted to get him shifted 
to Puzhal central prison due to 
his health issues.

Madurai bench of the Ma-
dras High Court took a suo 
moto cognizance after Shan-
kar made an allegation on his 
YouTube channel on July 22, 
stating that a Higher Judiciary 
is riddled with corruption.

Chennai, Oct 2 (IANS) The 
Customs and Central Excise 
are on a high alert in Chen-
nai, Madurai, Tiruchi, and 
Coimbatore airports after 
the cases of smuggling gold 
showed an increase.

The Central Industrial Se-
curity Force (CISF) arrested 
a part-time worker at Chen-
nai airport on Saturday with 
1.9 kg of gold worth 83.86 
lakh. The contract worker 

belonged to a private agency 
and was in charge of the re-
stroom. CISF found that he 
was taking out 12 gold bits 
hidden in the cleaning mop 
and some inside the sole of 
his shoes. A couple of days 
ago Chennai air customs ar-
rested two passengers with 
483 grams of gold and 50 car-
tons of cigarettes. The men 
had arrived from Dubai and 
were apprehended.

Customs officials told IANS 
that in Tiruchy, Coimbatore, 
and Madurai airports there 
were also seizures of gold in 
the past couple of days with 
most of the gold coming from 
the middle eastern countries.

A senior official while 
speaking to IANS said, “The 
culture of carriers bringing 
in gold through international 
airports in Tamil Nadu seem 
to have increased and the 
department has got some 
inputs on an organised net-
work behind this.

Panaji, Oct 2 (IANS) The 
Congress leaders in Goa 
came together to pay trib-
utes to Mahatma Gandhi 
and former Prime Minister 
of India Lal Bahadur Shastri.

The party has been be-
sieged by a series of deser-
tions with the latest being on 
September 14 when eight of 
its MLAs joined the BJP.

Picking up its threads, the 
remaining party leaders on 
Sunday paid tributes to the 
great leaders and exhorted 
that the party should take 
up the cause of the poor in 
the state. “Mahatma Gan-
dhi and Lal Bahadur Shastri 

dedicated their lives to help 
and uplift the downtrod-
den. We must come together 
and fight for the rights of 
the poor. This will be a real 
tribute to the great leaders,” 
Leader of Opposition, Yuri 
Alemao said on Sunday.

Alemao was speaking 
at the Gandhi Jayanti and 
Shastri Jayanti Celebra-
tions at the Congress House, 
here. Goa Pradesh Congress 
Committee president Amit 
Patkar, Aldona MLA Car-
los Alvares Ferreia, Senior 
Vice President M.K. Shaikh, 
former Deputy Speaker 
Shambhu Bhau Bandekar 

and others were present.
“Mahatma Gandhi and 

Lal Bahadur Shastri always 
adopted the path of truth, 
non-violence and simplicity. 
Both the great leaders gave 
their contribution in making 
India. We will follow their 
ideology in our roadmap 
ahead,” Amit Patkar said.

“Our leader Rahul Gan-
dhi is walking from Kan-
yakumari to Kashmir with 
his Bharat Jodo Yatra. This 
yatra is to unite India as per 
the teachings of Mahatma 
Gandhi. We should support 
the Yatra to ensure India re-
mains one,” Patkar said.

Panaji, Oct 2 (IANS) Re-
acting to the 5 per cent in-
crease in water tariff from 
October 1, Goa Forward 
Party (GFP) President and 
MLA Vijai Sardesai on Sun-
day questioned whether it 
is done to recover money 
spent to purchase eight 
MLAs of Congress.

“Before the 2022 assem-
bly election, BJP and (Chief 
Minister) Pramod Sawant 
had promised people of giv-
ing 16,000 litre water free. 
Even they mentioned it in 
their manifesto. People vot-
ed for them after reading it. 
After six months, the same 

government has taken ‘U-
turn’ on its promise and has 
increased the tariff,” Fator-
da MLA Sardesai said.

“This proves how this 
government has betrayed 
people. It wants to deprive 
people of water or is it that 
BJP wants to punish those 
people who didn’t vote for 
them, this is what people 
are wondering now,” Sarde-
sai said.

“Increase in water tariff 
has taken place, after pur-
chasing eight MLAs of op-
position. This means he is 
trying to recover this money 
from poor people,” Sarde-

sai said, adding people are 
wondering in this angle.

“I urge people to wake up 
and know how BJP is cheat-
ing them. When time will 
come in future, act accord-
ingly,” Sardesai further said.

However, speaking to 
IANS, PWD Minister Nilesh 
Cabral said that tariff hike 
is as per scheme. “People 
are still getting 16,000 litre 
water free, consumption 
above that is charged,” Ca-
bral clarified.

“This scheme was for a 
specific purpose. Govern-
ment is spending Rs 45 per 
unit for the cost of pump-

ing, treatment and sup-
ply. But the government is 
charging Rs 2, 3 and 4 per 
unit as per slabs respective-
ly,” he said.

“How much it (5 per cent) 
will add on Rs 2,” Cabral 
said, suggesting it is doit.

“Consumption of water 
(every day) as per interna-
tional standard is 190 litre 
for a person. Potable water 
is for cooking and to have a 
bath. It should not be used 
for watering plants and 
washing cars. It is the duty 
of the government to pro-
vide water and it is also the 
duty of people to conserve 

water,” he said.
“Those who have big 

houses and gardens, they 
afford to pay (5 per cent 
increase), what is the prob-
lem to him (Vijai Sardesai). 
He has got a big garden, 
hence he may be finding it 
difficult,” Cabral said.

He said every year, 5 per 
cent will be increased on 
the water tariff on all slabs.

Panaji, Oct 2 (IANS) It proved to 
be a major setback for the Congress 
in Goa which despite having num-
bers failed to form government af-
ter the 2017 Assembly poll results, 
as the party continues to suffer till 
now.

Despite being the largest party 
in the 2017 Goa Assembly election 
with 17 MLAs in 40-member House, 
with its former chief ministers 
Pratapsingh Rane, Ravi Naik, Lu-
izinho Faleiro and Digamabar Ka-
mat getting elected then, Congress 
couldn’t form the government.

By the time Congress was decid-
ing whom to pick for the chief min-
ister’s post from the seniors list, BJP 
having just 13 seats outplayed the 
Congress to form the government 
by seeking support of Goa Forward 
Party, Maharashtrawadi Gomantak 
Party and independents and com-
pleted the term with full strength 
by breaking away even Congress 
MLAs, later.

Interestingly, Ravi Naik and 
Digambar Kamat, two former chief 
ministers and senior leaders, are 
now working under Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant, who is very junior 
to them. Naik is Agriculture Minis-
ter, while Kamat is not yet given any 
post in BJP-led government, though 
there is a buzz in political circle that 
he would get birth in Cabinet.

“We are suffering till today as 
our seniors who fought to become 
chief minister delayed formation 
of government in 2017. Thus BJP 
got a chance and they formed a 
government. Had we formed the 
government then, BJP would have 
remained in opposition even this 
term,” Congress leader on anonym-
ity told IANS.

“What is more disturbing is the 
leaving of youth leader like Sankalp 
Amonkar and joining BJP. He was 
a staunch Congressman and had 
raised voice against BJP,” he further 
said.

In the last term of the BJP govern-
ment, in March 2017 then Congress 
MLA Vishwajit Rane resigned from 
the party as well as an MLA and had 
joined BJP. He won the bye-election 
then and became a minister in the 
BJP government. Then Congress 
MLA Ravi Naik’s son Roy Naik had 
contested against Rane on Con-
gress ticket. However, before the 
February 2022 assembly election, 
Ravi Naik too joined BJP and got 
elected from Ponda constituency.

Later in October 2018, another 
two Congress legislators namely 
Subhash Shirodkar and Dayanand 
Sopte also resigned and joined BJP, 
subsequently winning the by-elec-
tion.

Switching sides didn’t stop here, 
but on July 10, 2019, Congress faced 
a third setback after 10 more MLAs 
along with Leader of Opposition 
Chandrakant Kavalekar switched 
over to BJP. However, Kavalekar 
along with other six defected MLAs 
lost the Assembly election held in 
February 2022 election.

On September 14 earlier this year, 
eight Congress leaders including 
former chief minister Digambar Ka-
mat, Michael Lobo, Delilah Lobo, 
Kedar Naik, Sankalp Amonkar, 
Rajesh Faldesai, Aleixo Sequeira 
and Rudolf Fernandes merged into 
the BJP.

Yuri Alemao, Altone D’Costa and 
Carlos Alvares Ferreira are the three 
MLAs, who didn’t leave with a flock 
of eight. 

Customs on high alert at TN airports 
over gold smuggling

Cong leaders in Goa come together to pay 
tributes to Mahatma Gandhi, Shastri

Kodiyeri Balakrishnan’s funeral to be held on Monday in Kerala

YouTuber, ‘Savukku’ Shankar continues 
hunger strike at Cuddalore central prison
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Prayagraj Sep Oct 2 
(IANS) Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) chief Mohan 
Bhagwat will chair the 
meeting of the national 
executive board of the 
outfit in Prayagraj from 
October 16 to 18.

This will be the third 
time in two years that 
the Sangh chief will 
come to Prayagraj.

Apart from the top 
leaders of the Sangh, 
the meeting will also be 
attended by province 
union leaders, province 
workers and province 
campaigners from 

every province. “The 
RSS chief is scheduled 
to stay in Prayagraj 
from October 16 to 18. 
He is scheduled to par-

ticipate in the meeting 
of the Akhil Bharatiya 
Karyakari Mandal 
Baithak, a three-day 
national executive 

meeting of the RSS,” 
said RSS prachar 
pramukh of Kashi 
Prant, Morarji Tripathi. 
Tripathi further 
informed that the meet-
ing of the executive 
board of Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh 
would be held in the 
Vasishtha Vatsalya 
Public School premises 
at Gauhaniya of the 
trans-Yamuna area of 
t h e  d i s t r i c t . 
Furthermore, represen-
tatives of the provinces 
will present an account 
of the welfare work 
done by them. 

Ankita Bhandari murder: Parties 
observe ‘Uttarakhand bandh’

New Delhi Oct 3 (IANS) 
Various political and 
social organisations on 
Sunday observed 
‘Uttarakhand bandh’, 
demanding death penalty 
for the accused in con-
nection with the Ankita 
Bhandari murder case. 
Congress, including all 
opposition parties, have 
also supported this 
bandh.

Ankita was allegedly 
killed by Pulkit Arya, the 
son of now expelled BJP 
leader Vinod Arya.

Senior Superintendent 
of Police (SSP), Dehradun, 
Dilip Singh Kunwar has 
appealed to the residents 

of the city to maintain 
peace in the areas. 
Uttarakhand Congress 
Vice-President, Mathura 
Dutt Joshi and 
Uttarakhand Congress 
General secretary, Vijay 
Saraswat have issued a 
joint statement saying 
that the party is continu-
ously appealing the 
Central and state govern-
ments to hand over the 

investigation of the 
Ankita murder case to the 
Central Bureau of 
Investigation but the gov-
ernment has not paid any 
heed to their demand.

The heinous Ankita 
murder case, which took 
place in Pauri district of 
Uttarakhand, drew sharp 
response from people.

Various organisations 
have accused the police 
and the Uttarakhand gov-
ernment of delaying the 
investigation into the 
murder case and shield-
ing the accused. In order 
to maintain law and order 
in Dehradun, the district 
has been divided.

Bihar Agriculture 
Minister Sudhakar 
Singh resigns
 

Patna Oct 2(IANS) Bihar 
Agriculture Minister 
Sudhakar Singh resigned 
from the government on 
Sunday. Jagadanand Singh, 
the father of Sudhakar 
Singh and RJD state presi-
dent, confirmed the devel-
opment. “Sudhakar Singh 
has sent the resignation to 
deputy chief minister 
Tejashwi Yadav, who is also 
a leader of the party legisla-
tors in Bihar Assembly. 
Now, it is up to Tejashwi 
Yadav to send his resigna-
tion to the higher authori-
ties,” the RJD state presi-
dent said. Jagadanand 
Singh also said that 
Sudhakar Singh has started 
a big fight in the interest of 
farmers of the state.

Mohan Bhagwat to chair RSS 
meet in Prayagraj from Oct 16-18

‘AAP to form govt in Gujarat’, 
Kejriwal cites IB report

Rajkot Oct 2 
(IANS) Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal has 
claimed that an 
Intelligence Bureau 
( IB) report has sug-
gested that the Aam 
Aadmi Party will form the 
government in Gujarat 
with a thin margin. But, 
he said that he wished to 
have a thumping majori-
ty, and so appealed to the 
voters to vote for the AAP 

in large numbers. 
Addressing the 
mediapersons in 
Rajkot on Sunday, 
Kejriwal said, 
“According to 
sources, IB report 

says if the elections are 
held today, AAP will form 
government in Gujarat 
with thin margin. We are 
ahead of the BJP with a 
very few seats, the people 
of Gujarat have to give a 
big push to the AAP so 

Winds of change being 
witnessed in Gujarat:

 Punjab CM

Rajkot Oct 2(IANS) 
Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann on 
Sunday said winds of 
change were being wit-
nessed in Gujarat and 
people of the state will 
script acnew success 
story after the Assembly 
polls.

Interacting with the 
media here while pre-
senting guarantee of 
maintenance of cow, 
Mann, accompanied by 
Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal, said 
the people of Gujarat 
were confronting same 
problems as were wit-
nessed in Punjab prior 
to 2022 polls.

“Gujarat is facing 
severe agriculture cri-
sis, schools and hospi-

tals are in shambles, 
and the situation of 
roads are in pitiable sit-
uation, a situation 
which was in Punjab 
before 2022 polls.”

Mann said the situa-
tion “can change only if 
the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) is voted to 
power”.Slamming the 
Congress and the BJP, 
he said that both the 
parties are two sides of 
the same coin. He said 
despite of being worst 
victim of Operation 
Lotus, the Congress.

6-yr-old killed 
in human sacri-

fice in Delhi
, 2 arrested

LeT terrorist 
killed in 
Shopian 

encounter 

In a shocking inci-
dent, two men allegedly 
killed a six-year-old boy 
as human sacrifice by 
slitting his throat in 
South Delhi’s Lodhi 
Colony. A senior police 
official said the accused 
have been arrested and 
identified as Vijay and 
Amar. “The accused 
have confessed to the 
crime. Vijay said that 
after consuming ganja, 
he went to the place 
where the ladies were 
singing bhajans and 
asked for incense for 
worshipping.

A terrorist killed in an 
encounter between ter-
rorists and security 
forces at Baskuchan 
area in South Kashmir’s 
Shopian district on 
Sunday has been iden-
tified, officials said. 
“Killed terrorist identi-
fied as Naseer Ahmad 
Bhat of Nowpora 
Baskuchan Shopian, 
linked with LeT terror 
outfit,” Jammu and 
Kashmir Police tweet-
ed, quoting Additional 
Director General Police 
Kashmir zone, Vijay 
Kumar. 

Four women 
swept away 

while crossing 
rivulet

Four women were 
washed away while cross-
ing an overflowing rivulet 
in Koppal district of 
Karnataka. According to 
police, the incident 
occurred at the Sankanuru 
village near Yalaburga 
town on Saturday night 
when they were returning 
home from a cotton gin-
ning factory. The women 
were identified as 
Bhuvaneshwari Police 
Patil (35), Girijavva 
Kallanagouda Mali Patil 
(30), Veena Basavnagouda 
Patil (20) and Siddamma 
Police Patil (40). The rivu-
let near the village was 
overflowing.

In message to Gehlot, three Cong spokespersons 
resign to campaign for Kharge

New Delhi

Three Congress spokes-
persons -- Deepender 
Hooda, Gourav Vallabh 
and Syed Naseer 
Hussain -- resigned on 
Sunday to campaign for 
Mallikarjun Kharge for 
the presidential polls.

The move is being 

seen as a message to 
Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot, 

who refused to resign 
ahead of filing the nom-
ination for the party 

president’s post, and his 
loyalist MLAs who boy-
cotted the CLP where 
Kharge was observer 
then. Gehlot later apol-
ogised to Sonia Gandhi 
and opted out from the 
poll. Kharge, who 
resigned from the post 
of leader of opposition 
in the Rajya Sabha on 

India reports 3,375 fresh Covid cases, 18 deaths
New Delhi OCt 2 

(IANS) India has report-
ed 3,375 fresh Covid-19 
cases and 18 deaths in 
the last 24 hrs, Union 
Health Ministry said on 
Sunday.With the fresh 
fatalities, the death toll 
mounted to 5,28,673. 
Active caseload presently 

stands at 37,444 
cases, accounting for 
0.08 per cent of the 
country’s total posi-
tive cases. 

The recovery of 
4,206 patients took 
the cumulative tally 
to 4,40,28,370. 
Consequently, India’s 

recovery rate stands at 
98.73 per cent.India’s 
daily positivity rate 
stands at 1.28 per cent, 
while the weekly positiv-
ity rate in the country 
stands at 1.35 per cent. 

A total of 2,64,127 tests 
were conducted across 
the country, increasing 

the overall tally to over 
89.56 crore.As of Sunday 
morning, India’s Covid-
19 vaccination coverage 
exceeded 218.75 crore. 
Over 4.10 crore adoles-
cents have been admin-
istered with first dose of 
Covid-19. on Saturday, 
3,805 Covid cases.

GRAP-pling with pollution: NCR gets into 
action 15 days before deadline

Noida Oct 2 (IANS)
To combat air pollu-

tion, Graded Response 
Action Plan (GRAP) has 
been implemented in 
the National Capital 
Region (NCR), 15 days 
in advance. Under 
GRAP's imposition, if 
the AQI is over 300, 
then there will be curbs 
on operating diesel 

generator. Big societies, 
hospitals, escalator and 
lifts in hotels have been 
permitted to run diesel 

generator for only two 
hours per day and and 
the curbs will get strict-
er as the AQI increases.

Industrial organisa-
tions unhappy with 
GRAP's imposition.

Industrial organisa-
tions of Noida, Greater 
Noida, Delhi are dem-
onstrating outside 
offices of pollution con-

trol board, saying that 
they should be allowed 
to run diesel generator 
as curb on it will 
adversely impact their 
units. Diesel generators 
are installed in most of 
the industrial units and 
till now entrepreneurs 
have not replaced it by 
CNG or PNG genera-
tors.

It’s Modi’s vision to set up BJP headquarters 
at state, district levels: BJP JP Nadda

Una  Oct 2 (IANS) In the 
run-up to the assembly 
elections in Himachal 
Pradesh, BJP President 
Jagat Prakash Nadda on 
Sunday said it is the vision 
of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi that all 
state BJP units have its 
own headquarters at state 
and district levels.

He said Modi in 2014 
decided that 512 offices 
would be constructed 
throughout the country. 
Out of these, 235 offices 
had been completed and 
work was going on for the 
remaining offices.

Inaugurating the party’s 
office here, the BJP 
President said these offic-
es would help the party 
workers frame, draw and 

implement strategies to 
strengthen the party’s 
base. “Today the BJP is the 
biggest political party of 
the world with over 18 
crore dedicated and com-
mitted workers.” Nadda, 
who belongs to this state, 
said the BJP is a political 
party with a difference 
and a clear-cut ideology. 
“The BJP is a national 

party committed to fulfil 
regional aspirations and 
expectations. On the other 
hand, the oldest political 
party Congress has been 
completely wiped out 
from the country.”He 
urged the people of 
Himachal to ensure that 
the BJP again formed gov-
ernment in the state.
Nadda said the BJP has 

started several schemes 
for the welfare of every 
section of society. He said 
Rs 1.34 lakh crore was pro-
vided to farmers across 
the country under the PM 
Kissan Samman Nidhi 
Yojna. Likewise, several 
schemes have been start-
ed for the welfare of the 
youth, the women, the 
backward classes, etc. He 
said the Congress today 
has become a party of 
brother and sister with 
almost no base of its own.

He said the Congress 
fought on 380 seats in 
Uttar Pradesh and its can-
didates lost their security 
deposits in 370 seats, 
which vindicated the fact 
that the people of the 
country.

PM Naredra Modi  paying homage at Gandhi Smriti on the occasion of 
Gandhi Jayanti, in New Delhi.

PAYING HOMAGE
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A recent televised pub-
lic exchange between 
Rakesh Tikait and a 

senior journalist would have 
gone unnoticed had it not 
been for Tikait clearly stat-
ing that the farmers of India 
have had their fill of people 
foisting poverty on them. Ti-
kait’s aspiration to see farm-
ers becoming rich has to be 
seen in its proper context.

His rejection of the fetish-
ised image of the farmer as 
a poverty-ridden group is 
all the more interesting be-
cause it comes in the wake 
of the promise made by the 
Prime Minister of doubling 
farm income in India.

Critics, unversed in nu-
meracy, have been quick 
to point out that this could 
be just another tall promise 
made by a popular leader. 
What they fail to realise is 
that doubling, or even tri-
pling a microscopic number 
does not take much effort. 

Currently, farm incomes 
are quite minuscule — a typ-
ical Indian farming house-
hold earned about Rs 3,798 
per month from farming ac-
cording to the Situation As-
sessment Survey conducted 
in 2018-19.

This translates to about 
Rs 125 per day for a farming 
family. To put things in per-
spective, this much money 
could buy a small cup of cof-
fee at the local Starbucks or 
a simple masala dosa snack 
from a dhaba at Murthal 
where farmers are camping 
along the road in protest 
against the introduction of 
the three farm laws.

Much of the income gets 
lost, we are told by farm 
experts, because of the hu-
mongous wastage that goes 
on in storing and marketing 
the produce. Doubling this 
income would be a cinch 
were the government to suc-
ceed in its ongoing efforts to 
stop these wastages.

At the time when the se-
nior journalist in UP was 
being ticked off by Tikait 
for calling him a ‘Designer 
Kisan Neta’ and questioning 
his use of an air-conditioner 

in the heat of north India, in 
Punjab many people were 
sniggering at the newly ap-
pointed Chief Minister 
Charanjit Singh Channi’s 
use of an aircraft to reach 
Delhi to consult his party 
leaders, almost as if there 
was something blasphe-
mous about a person from 
a Dalit background using a 
more comfortable means of 
transportation.

That Channi, apart from 
being a successful self-made 
political figure, is also a suc-
cessful self-made profes-
sional and businessman, 
was a bit of detail everyone 
seemed to forget.

Tikait and Channi are just 
the latest among successful 
public figures in India who 
have clearly shown that they 
reject the povertarian mind-
set which imagines that the 
true destiny of Indians is to 
remain poor and fetishise 
this existence.

We would suggest that 
the fetishisation of poverty 
in India has played a major 
role in alienating aspira-
tional individuals from In-
dia. In the early years of in-
dependence, we explained 
away this alienation under 
the cloak of ‘brain drain’, 
the idea that the more intel-
ligent of Indians were mov-
ing off to the West in order 

to acquire knowledge that 
was unavailable within the 
country.Since most of them 
never came back to live or 
work in India, we moaned 
about their ingratitude but 
did little to change the cir-
cumstances which impelled 
people to migrate in the first 
place. By the 1990s, in states 
like Punjab and Andhra 
Pradesh, the exodus was 
joined by people who came 
from a less privileged back-
ground.

They too hoped to never 
return.The continuation of 
the povertarian mindset has 
ensured that those with any 
aspirations find out-migra-
tion to be a more attractive 
strategy than staying back 
in India and fighting the so-
called system.

Any college teacher from 
Punjab or Haryana will tell 
you that a large number of 
their students have joined 
college merely to earn 
enough educational credits 
to help them migrate.

The latest census bureau 
data from the USA supports 
this contention that it is the 
aspirational Indians who 
have reached America. These 
Indians, the data suggests, 
are the richest group in the 
country, whites, blacks and 
minorities included. With a 
median income of roughly 

$123,000 per household, 
Indians in America earn 
double of what the average 
American whites do.They 
also earn 45% more than ei-
ther the Chinese or the Japa-
nese in the USA.

That the aspirational In-
dians are moving out of the 
country should be a cause of 
great concern for us. This is 
not the old-fashioned brain 
drain. It is the drain of the 
very people who could have 
the spunk to transform this 
country.

In Punjab, Haryana and 
Andhra Pradesh, we know 
how desperately young men 
and women seek to get out, 
often taking recourse to il-
legal means.

Their families fully sup-
port such aspirational peo-
ple, sell off bits of property 
to fund their exit from In-
dia, and seek out networks 
of friends and relatives 
abroad who could help.

Simply put, the most am-
bitious among Indians are 
leaving India wholesale for 
other shores, which is why 
they are the richest group 
there.We suggest that pov-
ertarianism is a key reason 
for our failure to cater to the 
aspirations of those who are 
aspirational.

The unfortunate percep-
tion, popular but baseless, 
that wealth is created most-
ly through sharp practices, 
puts pressure on those who 
are successful.

Perhaps we can learn from 
Gandhi, not of Gandhi the 
povertarian of popular belief, 
but Gandhi the aspirational 
young man who also ran 
one of the most successful 
and profi table newspapers 
in India for over three de-
cades and without any sup-
port from ads and charities. 
We already know that lead-
ers like Rabindranath Tagore 

and Subhas Chandra Bose 
endorsed products and fea-
tured in ads. Gandhi too had 
no hesitation in selling his 
name. He even monetised it 
when he charged Rs 5 for ev-
ery autograph that he gave to 
his admiring followers.

Gold being priced then at 
about Rs 25 a tola, in today’s 
terms, Gandhi would be de-
manding the equivalent of 
a little over Rs 10,000 per 
autograph.Unfortunately 
in India, we have distorted 
Gandhi into a povertarian 
caricature.

As it happens, things that 
are imagined to be real, 
have real consequences. 
In the case of independent 
India, we started creating 
rules and regulations that 
would stymie the creation of 
legitimate wealth. We justi-
fied this with the name ‘so-
cialism’.

Our historical research 
which we have presented 
elsewhere suggests that it is 
not the people in India who 
have been lacking. Rather, 
we have lacked stable insti-
tutional systems that sup-
port growth.

Robust institutions make 
for knowledge exchange, 
for innovation and enable 
an increase in productivity. 
Successful societies in the 
modern world are societies 
with a robust learning eco-
system that enables them 
to make systems work to the 
greater benefit of all.

Equally, they are about 
providing an opportunity to 
everyone to participate in 
economic growth. For a va-
riety of reasons, historically 
Indians have been unable 
to build that kind of ecosys-
tem. A happy society is an 
aspirational society. But as-
piring to be poor, to remain 
poor, is its opposite.

IANS

POVERTARIAN MINDSET STIFLES ASPIRATIONS

The UAE’s plan to double the number of 

companies operating in the cultural and 

creative industries is a step in the right di-

rection. The initiative is expected to lead 

to the creation of new jobs and raise the 

average income of workers in the country.

As part of the UAE’s National Strategy 

for the Cultural and Creative Industries 

launched by His Highness Shaikh Moham-

mad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-Presi-

dent and Prime Minister of UAE and Ruler 

of Dubai, recently, the UAE’s strategy fo-

cuses on 40 initiatives covering three main 

segments including talents and creatives; 

professionals and business environment; 

and enabling the business environment.

As many as 16 major initiatives will be 

under spotlight in talents and creatives. 

There will be around 10 initiatives for pro-

fessionals and the business environment 

and 14 initiatives for enabling the right 

business environment..

The UAE is already home to 22 free zones 

that cater to and attract freelancers and 

creative start-ups to set up, live, and work 

here. Over the years, the country has be-

come a thriving trade and business hub 

that invites talented people.

Massive investments in areas like in-

frastructure have led to architectural cre-

ations that have benefi ted everyone by 

turning the various emirates into consum-

er hot spots, while also nurturing the all-

important human capital.

In this context, the launch of the National 

Strategy for Cultural and Creative Indus-

tries represents a major advance towards 

nurturing the UAE’s creative economy. It 

will play an important role in furthering 

the country’s reputation as a leading desti-

nation in a rich, promising and diversifi ed 

sector, one full of opportunities and pos-

sibilities. Notably, the availability of ad-

vanced digital capabilities have made it all 

the more easier for these sectors to grow.

In order to achieve the objectives of the 

National Strategy for Cultural and Cre-

ative Industries, the UAE is working on its 

educational policies to ensure world-class 

education that supports the cultural and 

creative industries. Highlighting the im-

portance of a national strategy, Abdullah 

bin Touq Al Marri, UAE Minister of Econ-

omy, says: “The UAE is leading the Arab 

world and is second globally in the fi eld of 

creative goods and services.”

Noting that the outcomes of this pioneer-

ing strategy will lead to the development of 

industries related to culture, heritage, cre-

ativity, arts and entertainment, the state-

ment underlines the government’s sus-

tained focus on this new economic sector.

FEED THE CHILDREN, RAISE INCOME SECURITY

The national family 
health survey gives a 
rounded picture of the 

state of the nation’s health. 
The fifth and the latest one, 
recently released, captures 
the details as they prevailed 
during 2019-21. Important-
ly, the field work for the sur-
vey has been conducted in 
two phases — June 2019 to 
January 2020 and then from 
January 2020 to April 2021.

This means that the criti-
cal changes that took place 
in the health of the nation 
as a result of the Covid 
pandemic have been only 
partly captured in the sec-
ond phase. Plus, there are 
always data issues in such 
large surveys, covering 
over eight lakh people from 
over six lakh households, 
many of whose responses 
have been accessed even 
as the pandemic has been 
on. Keeping these caveats 
in mind, the survey results 
can be examined for the in-
sights they contain.

From the insights, various 
policy issues will emerge 
which call for action. As 
different aspects of health 
influence one another, the 
policy imperatives that ap-
pear on the radar can likely 
be combined into an overall 
policy stance.

This can help us answer 
the question: what should 
be the contours of health 
and economic policies so as 
to keep strengthening the 
nation’s health?

The foremost finding is 
that for the first time, the 
national fertility rate (the 
number of children that a 
woman can bear in her life-
time) has gone down to 2.0, 
which is below the replace-

ment rate of 2.1 at which a 
headcount plateaus.

This is unlikely to be a 
flash in the pan as the rate 
has been steadily falling 
along almost a straight line 
from 5.6 in 1970.

As at the current rate, the 
national headcount will ac-
tually be falling, the whole 
idea of having a family plan-
ning programme whose aim 
is to bring down the rate of 
growth of population and 
which India has pursued for 
over half a century needs to 
be re-examined.

Over time, India could 
well emerge in the compa-
ny of countries like Japan, 
South Korea, and most re-
cently, China which have 
to reckon with the conse-
quences of a dwindling, and 
therefore, aging population.

If that be so, then what 
happens to the demograph-
ic dividend which emerges 
when a young nation’s work-
ing age population keeps 
growing, as opposed to the 
dependents, like the very 

young and the aged, and en-
abling a more rapid rise in 
income? So, is India’s good 
fortune of foreseeing a de-
mographic dividend coming 
its way disappearing even 
before it fully arrives?

But before we jettison 
the family planning pro-
gramme, we have to re-
member that the national 
figure is an aggregate, con-
taining states whose fertil-
ity rates are above as well as 
below the national average. 
So, India cannot have a uni-
form policy, which a small-
er and more homogeneous 
country can live by.

Bihar (3) and UP (2.4) 
with high fertility rates will 
definitely need to continue 
with the family planning 
programme as opposed to 
West Bengal (1.6) and Ker-
ala (1.8) which may have to 
ponder over whether they 
need to take steps to give a 
push to the total number of 
babies that arrive in a year.

And if these states also 
have large numbers of 

skilled and unskilled work-
ers migrating out, then 
what are the implications 
of becoming a remittance 
economy? When something 
like a pandemic hits, the 
workers may have to return 
home and the remittances 
can dry up, causing a more 
debilitating economic im-
pact than would otherwise 
have been the case.

This apart, the national 
picture that emerges from 
the latest survey is positive 
in many ways.

The sex ratio has im-
proved from 991 (females 
per 1,000 males) in 2015-
16 (the previous survey) to 
1,020 in the latest (2019-21), 
indicating that the social 
attitudes of preferring boys 
may be changing.

The infant mortality 
rate (per 1,000 live births) 
has improved, that is, it 
has gone down from 40.7 
to 35.2; more people are 
practising family planning 
(from 53.5 per cent to 66.7 
per cent); and institutional 
births indicating access 
to proper healthcare have 
risen from 52.1 per cent to 
61.9 per cent.

When it comes to chil-
dren, the picture is almost 
dismal. The proportion of 
anaemic children has gone 
up (from 58.6 per cent to 
67.1 per cent).

This is not surprising as 
only an abysmally low 11.3 
per cent get an adequate 
diet. So, public policies to 
deliver nutritional aid to 
children have not just to 
continue but also expand.

The status of women 
presents a mixed picture. 
The proportion of women 
who have their own bank 

accounts which they them-
selves operate has gone up 
sharply from 53 per cent to 
78.6 per cent, and it is likely 
the impact of the Jan Dhan 
Yojana.

There is also good news, 
though not as dramatic as 
with bank accounts, on the 
proportion of women with 
mobile phones which they 
themselves use going up 
from 45.9 per cent to 54 per 
cent.But the proportion of 
women who worked in the 
last 12 months and were 
paid in cash has gone up 
just marginally from 24.6 
per cent to 25.4 per cent.

Since this fi gure is from 
the second phase of the sur-
vey which overlaps with the 
lockdown that rendered a lot 
of poor people jobless, the 
employment guarantee pro-
gramme should have been 
able to make a larger im-
pact and have delivered cash 
wages to more poor women 
who were without work.

Even as India’s poor 
struggle, a small section 
shows signs of adequate in-
come, giving rise to an un-
healthy lifestyle. The pro-
portion of men and women 
who are obese has gone up 
from around 20 per cent to 
24 per cent.

The overall policy pre-
scription that emerges from 
this data is that public ex-
penditure on healthcare 
and generating employment 
among the poor should in-
crease even as family plan-
ning should continue to be 
promoted selectively. As 
incomes rise and the poor 
feel more secure, they will 
on their own decide to have 
fewer children.  

IANS

When it comes to children, the picture is almost dismal. The proportion of anaemic children has gone up (from 58.6 per cent to 
67.1 per cent). This is not surprising as only an abysmally low 11.3 per cent get an adequate diet. So, public policies to deliver 

nutritional aid to children have not just to continue but also expand... By Subir Roy

Tikait’s aspiration to see farmers becoming rich has to be seen in its proper context.
 His rejection of the fetishised image of the farmer as a poverty-ridden group is all the 

more interesting because it comes in the wake of the promise made by the Prime Minister of 
doubling farm income in India... By M Rajivlochan
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THIRTY YEARS 
OF SHAM ‘PEACE 

PROCESS’

Between October 30 and November 
1, 1991, a so-called “peace confer-
ence” sponsored by the United 

States and the Soviet Union was held in 
Madrid to address the Palestinian-Israeli 
confl ict. In attendance were delegates 
from Israel, Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon 
and Syria, as well as the two sponsors 
and the host, Spain. It was the fi rst time 
the Palestinians and Israelis would be in-
volved in direct negotiations.

The conference was supposed to be the 
preliminary step in peace negotiations 
between Israel and Palestine and it paved 
the way for the Oslo Accords which were 
signed two years later. It effectively laid 
the foundations for the purported “peace 
process” – the dominating paradigm for 
confl ict resolution between Israelis and 
Palestinians. Thirty years on, we can say 
quite confi dently that this paradigm has 
not brought Palestinians any closer to self-
determination; rather it has allowed Israel 
to consolidate its domination over them.

Although the Palestinians and Israelis 
were supposed to negotiate on an equal 
footing in Madrid, they were far from 
treated as equals. The Palestinians were 
patronised and humiliated from the start. 
The Palestine Liberation Organization 
(PLO), which was leading the Palestin-
ian struggle from exile in Tunisia, was of-
fi cially barred from attending, upon the 
insistence Israel and the US. Instead, the 
Palestinian delegates were part of a joint 
Palestinian-Jordanian delegation.

To add insult to injury, two of the unof-
fi cial advisors that had accompanied the 
Palestinian delegation, Faisal Husseini 
and Hanan Ashrawi, were barred from the 
negotiating room because they were Jeru-
salemites. For the Israelis, their inclusion 
meant recognition that Palestinians had a 
rightful claim to Jerusalem. This demean-
ing treatment of Palestinians would con-
tinue to feature prominently in all “peace 
talks” that followed.It was also refl ected 
in the agreement on mutual recognition 
between the two parties that came during 
the negotiations in Oslo. While the Pales-
tinians recognised Israel within the 1967 
borders, the Israelis only ever recognised 
the PLO as the legitimate representa-
tive of the Palestinian people but not the 
right to Palestinian sovereignty. Indeed, 
throughout the “peace process”, Israel 
and its foreign backers deliberately disas-
sociated the Palestinian people from their 
territory by omitting the word “Palestine” 
from their lexicon.

During the Madrid conference, the fun-
damental rights of the Palestinian people 
were put aside, which would continue to 
happen throughout the so-called “peace 
process”. For example, discussions about 
the status of Jerusalem and the right 
of return for Palestinian refugees were 
postponed indefi nitely, as they were con-
sidered too challenging to tackle. These 
issues, of course, are at the heart of the 
Palestinians struggle.Despite the con-
cessions mentioned above made by the 
Palestinians, Israel still managed to skil-
fully manipulate the narrative so that the 
Palestinian side was blamed for the even-
tual failure of the peace process. Israeli 
offi cials like to often repeat the words of 
Israeli diplomat Abba Eban, who claimed 
that the Palestinians “never miss an op-
portunity to miss an opportunity”. Many 
buy into this anti-Palestinian rhetoric, ig-
noring the fact that the Israeli regime has 
been the biggest obstacle to peace.

Take for example the fact that Israel has 
never stopped building illegal settlements 
in the West Bank since 1967 – not even as a 
demonstration of good faith. It has also nev-
er stopped its campaign of forced expulsions 
of Palestinians from their homes and land in 
Jerusalem. The “peace process” has simply 
been a rather convenient way for the Israeli 
regime to detract from any accountability 
measures.Today, 30 years after the Madrid 
conference, the Palestinians are no better 
off than they were back then. In his opening 
address to the Madrid conference, Dr Hai-
dar Abdel Shafi , the head of the Palestinian 
delegation described the situation in Pales-
tine in these words:“We come to you from a 
tortured land and a proud, though captive, 
people, having been asked to negotiate with 
our occupiers, but leaving behind the chil-
dren of the Intifada, and a people under oc-
cupation and under curfew, who enjoined 
us not to surrender or forget. 

As we speak, thousands of our brothers 
and sisters are languishing in Israeli prisons 
and detention camps, most detained with-
out evidence, charge, or trial, many cruelly 
mistreated and tortured in interrogation, 
guilty only of seeking freedom or daring to 
defy the occupation.”From Madrid to Oslo 
and the various other attempts at “peace” 
ever since, what is abundantly clear is 
that any “peace process” that does not 
recognise the fundamental Palestinian 
rights as a starting point and does not ac-
knowledge the Israeli regime’s systematic 
denial of these rights.

BOSNIA’S DISILLUSIONMENT WITH THE EU IS DANGEROUS

After attending the inaugura-
tion of Chechen President 
Ramzan Kadyrov in Grozny 

in early October, the former grand 
mufti of Bosnia, Mustafa Ceri , 
took to Facebook to refl ect on his 
visit. As the leader of Bosnia’s Is-
lamic community for almost two 
decades, he was known for his 
headline-generating proclama-
tions, but this post was seen as 
particularly controversial.

Evidently impressed by what he 
saw in Grozny, Ceri  noted how 
Russia integrated Chechnya after 
the Chechen wars but “Brussels 
did not and, it seems, does not 
want to integrate Bosnia into the 
European Union”. He went on to 
advise the EU leadership to “come 
here to Grozny, in Chechnya, to 
see and learn how Vladimir Putin 
works in cooperation with Ramzan 
Kadyrov”.

His words were seen by many as 
a dramatic about-face for a Mus-
lim community leader who was 
known for his pro-Western views. 
In 2006, Ceri  famously penned A 
Declaration of European Muslims 
emphasising the commitment of 
European Muslims to European 
values, and two years later led a 
Muslim delegation at a high-level 
meeting of Catholic and Muslim 
leaders at the Vatican. 

He also used to publicly em-
phasise the Western orientation of 
Bosniak Muslims with his oft-re-
peated statement: “Our sultan is in 
Brussels.”Ceri ’s statement refl ects 
a growing trend of Euroscepticism 
among Bosnians, who have tradi-
tionally seen EU integration as the 
only way to resolve all the prob-
lems of post-war Bosnia. These 
attitudes refl ect Brussels’ own in-
tegration fatigue and inconsistent 
policies towards the Western Bal-
kans. However, losing hope for EU 
membership could be a dangerous 
prospect for Bosnians.

Waning support
In 2003, the EU held the Thessa-

loniki summit at which it promised 
Western Balkan countries Europe-
an integration if they met certain 
admission criteria. In 2016, Bosnia 
fi nally applied for EU membership 
and three years later, Brussels out-
lined 14 requirements the country 
has to fulfi l in order for the acces-
sion procedure to be launched, but 
since then the process has stalled. 
In early October, an EU summit in 

Slovenia failed to produce a clear 
timetable for Bosnia’s accession to 
the union.

It is by now obvious that declin-
ing support among EU citizens 
for continuing enlargement of the 
union is infl uencing EU decision 
making and its willingness to pro-
ceed with integration.

These negative signals out of 
Brussels are inevitably affecting 
the Bosnian public, which is start-
ing to perceive the integration pro-
cess as unfair and inconsistent. In 
a 2020 poll by Bosnia’s European 
Integration Offi ce, 75 percent of 
respondents said they are in favour 
of joining the EU. Just six years ear-
lier, this number was 85 percent.

The downward trend is also 
apparent in various public 
spheres, including in academia, 
intellectual spaces and even 
politics. I have been teaching at 
university level in Sarajevo since 
2014. In this capacity, I used to 
sit through a considerable num-
ber of MA theses defences on 
Bosnia’s European integration 
process every year. But over the 
last year or two, there has been 
a marked decline in student in-
terest in writing on or research-
ing the EU.I have seen a growing 
disinterest in EU politics even 
among my colleagues. Academ-
ics who once regularly lectured 
and consulted on European inte-
gration are now reorienting their 
work and focusing on Russia, the 

far-right, and illiberal politics. 
Likewise, non-governmental or-
ganisations that used to focus 
on EU membership have also 
moved on to other fields.

Key public fi gures in the politi-
cal sphere have also seemingly lost 
their passion for EU integration 
and sound more and more disillu-
sioned in their public statements. 
Reuf Bajrovi , for example, who 
founded the Civic Alliance party 
and has advocated civic-based 
politics to counter ethnic politics 
in Bosnia, has become increasing-
ly vocal in his criticisms of the EU.

He, like other prominent fi gures, 
has argued that Brussels is biased 
against Bosniaks, who make up 
slightly more than 50 percent of 
the Bosnian population, and does 
not want to admit countries with 
large Muslim communities within 
the union.

While this argument was al-
most unheard of in Bosnia’s pub-
lic sphere fi ve to 10 years ago, it 
is now increasingly accepted as 
a plausible explanation for the 
EU’s inconsistent policies towards 
Bosnia. Anti-Muslim sentiment in 
Brussels is also raised as a possible 
reason behind the sluggish prog-
ress North Macedonia and Albania 
have made towards membership; 
Muslims constitute respectively 
36 percent and 59 percent of their 
populations.Adding to the grow-
ing scepticism among Bosnians is 
the perception that the EU integra-

tion failed to transform the politics 
of other Balkan countries. Cor-
ruption and dysfunction continue 
to plague Balkan nations which 
joined the union over the past 17 
years. This is challenging the con-
viction that the EU could resolve 
Bosnia’s problems.

For Bosnia, like other Western 
Balkan states, the prospect of EU 
membership was a driving force 
for political reform. Now with 
membership an increasingly dis-
tant prospect, momentum for re-
forms has declined.

This has inevitably affected the 
sway the EU has over Bosnian 
politics. Bosnian politicians are 
increasingly challenging EU posi-
tions, calling the EU’s bluff and 
walking away with no consequenc-
es. Take, for example, Bosnian 
Serb member of the country’s tri-
partite presidency, Milorad Dodik. 
He has been continuously under-
mining the Dayton Peace Accords 
and destabilising the country.

In July, Valentin Inzko, the 
then UN High Representative 
who holds some executive pow-
ers in Bosnia, imposed a ban on 
denial of the Bosnian genocide, 
which is widespread in Repub-
lika Srpska. In retaliation, Dodik 
instructed Bosnian Serb repre-
sentatives in state institutions 
to stop their work, thereby ef-
fectively blocking their decision-
making processes, as input from 
all three main ethnic groups 

(Bosniaks, Serbs and Croats) is 
needed for them to function.
Since then, he has escalated fur-
ther his violations of the peace 
agreement, announcing his in-
tention to set up alternative in-
stitutions for Republika Srpska, 
thus rejecting the authority of 
state-level institutions. He also 
recently declared the forma-
tion of Republika Srpska armed 
forces, separate from the unified 
Bosnian military.

In his aggressive posturing, Do-
dik appears confi dent that the EU 
will not impose sanctions on him 
and recently went as far as declar-
ing that if they were to be imposed, 
that would usher in “the indepen-
dence day of Republika Srpska”. 
Bosnian politicians like him know 
that the EU is too divided to act.

Dodik’s escalation has worried 
many Bosnians, who see the es-
tablishment of a Serb army as a 
major step towards Republika Srp-
ska’s secession and another war. 
The moves he is making are remi-
niscent of those made by Bosnian 
Serb leaders in the fall of 1991, just 
before the war broke out.

The EU’s response to Dodik’s 
threats was to send Claudio Gra-
ziano, Brussels’ top military of-
fi cial, to Sarajevo where he ex-
pressed his support for the Bosnian 
armed forces. It is clear that the EU 
cannot be relied upon to provide 
security for Bosnia, given its inef-
fective response in the 1990s and 
the limited presence of the Euro-
pean Union Force (EUFOR) in the 
country, which numbers just a few 
hundred troops.

However, what the EU can do 
now is to impose a prohibitively 
high cost for any move that endan-
gers the peace and security of the 
country. The EU needs to make a 
clear stand against separatist poli-
tics in Bosnia by imposing sanc-
tions on Bosnian leaders that vio-
late the Dayton Peace Accords. To 
ensure that sanctions are effective, 
it can ask the United States to join 
the effort and extend these mea-
sures to cover not just politicians, 
but also their associates and busi-
nesses that they own or that are 
controlled by their cronies.Bosnia 
also needs a strong reaffi rmation 
of its European future – one that 
puts it clearly on a path towards 
EU membership.

Courtesy : Al-Jazeera

The perceived EU disengagement with Bosnia is encouraging separatist politics.

POLITICAL STANDOFF IN MYANMAR A CHALLENGE FOR ASEAN
In an unprecedented move, 

the ten-member Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) barred the attendance 
of Myanmar’s Senior General Min 
Aung Hlaing at its virtual summit 
hosted by Brunei last week.

For an association known for 
non-interference and consensual 
engagement, this was a rare bold 
step and the ‘most severe sanc-
tion’ imposed on a fellow member 
since its founding in 1967.

Myanmar joined the group in 
1997 when the military started 
easing its tight control over the 
country. Other members of the 
Association includes Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Thailand, the Philip-
pines, Singapore, Vietnam, Cam-
bodia and Laos.

Crises in Myanmar began when 
National League for Democracy 
(NLD), which the Nobel Laurette 
Aung San Suu Kyi headed, won a 
signifi cant majority in the Myan-
mar general election early in the 
year. The military took over on 
Feb. 1, the day new government 
was to be installed, dissolved the 
newly elected parliament put her 
and other NLD leadership under 
arrest. She is now under trial for 
various crimes. The military jus-
tifi es the takeover because of the 
alleged electoral fraud.

People of Myanmar reacted 
to the takeover. The military has 
tried to consolidate its grip on 
the country in the face of wide-
spread agitation. Since the coup 
approximately 1,200 people have 
been killed and thousands in-
jured. Over 8,000 are believed to 
have put in jails according to As-
sistance Association for Political 
Prisoners. The military disputes 
these fi gures and argues that 
armed confl ict is being stoked by 
‘terrorists’ allied with the National 
Unity Government (NUG) formed 
by the group of NLD MP’s and 
civil society groups opposed to 

the military rule.
The NUG has declared a ‘peo-

ple’s defensive war’ against the 
regime and their groups are re-
ported to stage attacks on the 
military’s targets frequently, 
drawing reprisals from the mili-
tary. Neither of them are in a 
position to prevail. A situation 
where symbols of regime are con-
tinuously targeted, military’s ac-
tion will mean that insecurity will 
continue indefi nitely. The crises is 
also exacerbated by a deepening 
economic recession, rising prices 
and collapse of health services 
amid the Covid-19 pandemic.

When the military took over in 
February, the UN and the West-
ern powers issued strong state-
ments of condemnation against 
the military. The ASEAN however, 
in keeping with its culture and 
norms, issued a muted statement 
calling for dialogue and a “re-
turn to normality in accordance 
with the will and interests of the 

people of Myanmar”.As the situ-
ation aggravated, ASEAN held an 
emergency summit in Jakarta in 
April where General Min Aung 
Hlaing received full protocol of a 
head of the state.ASEAN agreed 
on a 5-point formula that includ-
ed ending the escalating violence, 
launching talks between all par-
ties, humanitarian assistance and 
appointing a special envoy to fa-
cilitate dialogue to help resolve 
the crisis.

In addition to the Western 
powers, both China and Russia, 
have supported the ASEAN plan.
As the violence escalates ASEAN 
envoy has not been able to visit 
Myanmar on refusal by the mili-
tary to let him see Aung San Suu 
Kyi. ASEAN feels Myanmar is 
not cooperating in resolution of 
the standoff.Consequently, cit-
ing his failure to implement the 
agreed 5 points, General Min 
Aung Hlaing was excluded from 
the list of participants for the 

virtual summit hosted by Bru-
nei. ASEAN’s invitation to send 
a public servant instead was 
declined by the General. Both 
sides have nonetheless, carefully 
avoided any hint of a break.

While refusing to nominate a 
representative, Myanmar foreign 
ministry issued a statement de-
nying that it was boycotting the 
ASEAN adding that Myanmar will 
continue to constructively co-
operate with the ASEAN includ-
ing the implementation of fi ve-
point consensus agreed among 
the ASEAN member states at the 
emergency summit held in Ja-
karta during April this year. Con-
ference Chair Sultan of Brunei, 
concluding the summit, stated 
that Myanmar remains an “inte-
gral part” of the regional group-
ing and that “ASEAN will always 
be there for Myanmar.”ASEAN is 
also the convening body for some 
other summits annually, that 
dovetail with the ASEAN and are 

attended by the leaders of world 
like the US, China, Japan, Korea, 
India, Australia. It must have 
made the ASEAN leadership feel 
odd to even think of putting the 
US president and other leaders in 
the same room with General Min 
Aung Hlaing. 

Hence, the decision to exclude 
the General for now. But, an ex-
clusion of a member state cannot 
persist indefi nitely for it will cause 
fi ssures within the body.The situ-
ation in Myanmar is a test case for 
ASEAN that claims its ‘centrality’ 
in relations to all political, strate-
gic, social and economic matters 
in Southeast Asia.

That is why the UN and other 
major powers have let the ASEAN 
take lead in search for ways to 
bring normality back to Myan-
mar. A prolonged crisis in Myan-
mar casts a doubt over its cred-
ibility, which the Association 
already fi nds under threat.

Courtesy : Gulf News
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Mass fish deaths in European river 
blamed on toxic algae

Berlin, Oct 1 (IANS) The 
recent mass fish deaths in 
the Oder river that runs 
through Poland and Ger-
many were caused by the 
proliferation of brackish 
water algae, which in turn 
was triggered by a sudden 
increase in the river’s sa-
linity levels, according to 
a report.

Fishermen first discov-
ered dead fish in the river 
near the Polish town of 
Olawa at the end of July, 
reports Xinhua news 
agency. The fish deaths 
down the river in Ger-

many were only reported 
around two weeks later.

Tonnes of dead fish 
have been pulled from 
the Oder river as the 
micro-algae at issue -- 
known as Prymnesium 
parvum, or golden alga 
-- produces a toxic sub-
stance that is lethal to 
fish and other aquatic 
organisms.A Polish-Ger-
man expert group was 
subsequently set up to in-
vestigate. The fish deaths 
in the Oder are a “serious 
environmental catastro-
phe”, Germany’s Minis-

ter for the Environment 
Steffi Lemke said on Fri-
day, stressing that it was 
“caused by human activi-
ties”. Alongside attempts 
to fully understand what 
happened, the focus now 
is on the regeneration of 
the Oder river.The exact 
cause of the high salinity 
level could not be deter-
mined “due to a lack of 
available information”, 
the Ministry for the Envi-
ronment (BMUV) and the 
German Environment 
Agency (UBA) said in a 
statement.

Unification minister says NKorea trying to tame 
SKorean government, grab US attention

Seoul/Incheon, Oct 
2 (IANS) South Korea’s 
point man on North 
Korea said Sunday he 
believes North Korea’s 
recent series of missile 
launches are aimed at 
“taming” the new South 
Korean government 
while at the same time 
grabbing US attention.

Unification Minister 
Kwon Young-se made 
the remark to Yon-
hap News Agency at 
Incheon International 
Airport ahead of his 

departure for Ger-
many for a four-day trip 
aimed at seeking sup-
port for Seoul’s peace 
and denuclearization 
efforts while joining the 
celebration for the 32nd 
anniversary of Germa-
ny’s unification.

Addressing North 
Korea’s missile launch-
es over the past week, 
Kwon said, “They may 
be trying to take charge 
in the inter-Korean situ-
ation and develop their 
weapons at the same 

time.” “Their main 
intention seems to be to 
tame the new govern-
ment in South Korea,” 
Kwon said. “And since 
the North Korean issue 
has taken a backseat in 

the United States due to 
domestic political situ-
ations, the North may 
also want to grab atten-
tion from Washington.

“Regardless of their 
intention, provoca-
tions are never ideal 
for the peace on the 
Korean Peninsula,” 
Kwon continued. “Our 
government will mount 
an even stronger re-
sponse.”

As for the specific 
nature of South Korea’s 
response, Kwon said 

“many options” are on 
table, including work-
ing with the United 
Nations or imposing 
sanctions with South 
Korea’s allies. “I hope 
North Korea will rec-
ognise quickly that for 
the sake of peace on 
the Korean Peninsula, 
they need to resolve the 
issue of denucleariza-
tion through dialogue 
with us,” Yonhap news 
agency quoted Kwon as 
saying. Kwon’s trip to 
Germany.

Pak Cabinet greenlights inquiry against 
Imran over audio leaks on US cypher

Islamabad, Oct 2 (IANS) 
The Pakistan federal cabi-
net has decided to formally 
launch legal action against 
former prime minister Imran 
Khan after the latest audio 
leaks allegedly featuring him 
and other PTI leaders in a dis-
cussion about a US cypher, 
the media reported.

PTI Chairman Imran Khan, 
Asad Umar, and then-prin-
cipal secretary Azam Khan 
could allegedly be heard dis-
cussing the US cypher and 
how to use it in their interest, 
in the two audio leaks that 
surfaced as a shocking revela-
tion, The News reported.

In the first audio leak that 
emerged on Wednesday 
(September 28), Imran Khan 
was heard directing Azam 
Khan to “just play” with the 
cypher, and responding to 
this, the latter advised the 
ex-premier that they can fake 
the minutes of a meeting with 
Qureshi and foreign secretary 
Sohail Mehmood to bring 
the cypher on record, The 
News reported.ber 30, the 
federal cabinet took notice of 

the matter and constituted a 
committee to probe the con-
tents of the audio leaks.

The committee recom-
mended legal action over 
the audio leaks purportedly 
featuring Imran Khan, Azam 
Khan and others on October 
1. Meanwhile, a summary 
comprising the recommen-
dations of the body was pre-
sented before the cabinet.

“This is a matter of national 
security, which has serious 
implications for national in-
terests and a legal action in 
this regard is vital,” recom-
mended the cabinet commit-
tee. The federal cabinet ap-
proved the summary through 
circulation. The probe into 
the US cypher and the audios 
allegedly featuring Imran 
Khan and others.

Australian govt urges 
telecommunications company to 

help protect hack victims
The Australian gov-

ernment has accused 
the country’s giant tele-
communications pro-
vider of failing to help 
customers affected by a 
major data breach.

Home Affairs and Cy-
ber Security Minister 
Clare O’Neil and Bill 
Shorten, minister for 
Government Services, 
on Sunday called on 
Optus to help the gov-
ernment protect those 
affected by the breach, 
Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

In September, Optus 
revealed it was hit by a 
cyber attack that com-
promised the informa-
tion of up to 10 million 
current and former 
customers in one of the 
biggest data breaches 
in Australian history.

Services Australia 
has requested the full 
details of all custom-
ers whose information 

was compromised in 
order to bolster secu-
rity measures but the 
government said on 
Sunday it is still await-
ing a response. “In the 
face of a breach on an 
unprecedented scale in 
Australia, Optus needs 
to come together with 
the Australian govern-
ment to be part of the 
solution,” O’Neil and 
Shorten said in a joint 
statement.

“This is a security 
breach that should 
not have occurred, but 
what’s really important 
here is that we row in 
the same direction and 
do everything we can 
to stop financial crime 
against Australians,” 
said O’Neil. It remains 
unknown how many of 
the 10 million custom-
ers had their identity 
details stolen in the at-
tack but the purported 
hackers released.

4 terrorists killed in 
exchange of fire with 

police in Pakistan

Islamabad, Oct 2 (IANS) 
Four terrorists were killed 
in an exchange of fire 
with police in Naseer-
abad district of Pakistan’s 
southwest Balochistan 
province.

Counter Terrorism De-
partment (CTD) spokes-
person said on Sunday, 
the CTD conducted an 
intelligence-based opera-
tion late Saturday night, 
Xinhua news agency 

reorted.“As the CTD per-
sonnel cordoned off the 
area, terrorists started in-
discriminate firing upon 
the raiding party,” the 
spokesperson said, add-
ing that the forces retali-
ated in self-defence.

The CTD said that firing 
continued for almost one 
and a half hours, result-
ing in the death of four 
terrorists while another 
terrorist managed.

Stampede at football match in Indonesia, death toll reaches 174 UN chief condemns 
attack on

 peacekeepers in Congo

United Nations, Oct 
2 (IANS) UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 
has strongly condemned 
the attack on UN peace-
keepers in Congo, which 
left one Pakistani blue 
helmet dead. “The Sec-
retary-General recalls 
that attacks against UN 
peacekeepers may con-
stitute a war crime un-
der international law. He 
calls on the Congolese 
authorities to investigate 
this incident and swiftly 
bring those responsible 
to justice,” said Stephane 
Dujarric, spokesman for 
Guterres, in a statement 
on Saturday.

The UN chief expressed 
his deepest condolences 
to the family of the fallen 
peacekeeper and to the 

government and people 
of Pakistan, said the 
statement.

He reaffirmed that 
the UN will continue to 
support the Congolese 
government and people 
in their efforts to bring 
about peace and stability 
in the east of the country, 
Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

Twirwaneho combat-
ants were suspected to 
have carried out the at-
tack against a Company 
Operating Base of the UN 
peacekeeping mission in 
Congo in Minembwe of 
South Kivu province, ac-
cording to the statement. 
The Twirwaneho militia 
is one of more than 120 
armed groups in volatile 
eastern Congo.

Jakarta, Oct 2 (IANS) At 
least 174 people have died 
and 180 others are injured 
in a stampede at a football 
match in Indonesia's 
Malang in East Java prov-
ince, Indonesian Police 
said on Sunday. The inci-
dent took place after 
police tear-gassed sup-
porters who invaded the 
pitch late on Saturday 

evening, BBC reported. It 
is one of the world's worst 
stadium disasters after 
local team Arema FC lost 
2-3 to bitter rivals 
Persebaya Surabaya in 
East Java. The country's 
Chief Security Minister 
said that spectators 
exceeded the stadium's 
38,000 capacity by around 
4,000, BBC reported.

President Joko Widodo 
has ordered that all 
matches in Indonesia's 

top league must be 
stopped until an investi-
gation is done. Videos 

show fans running on to 
the pitch after the final 
whistle. Police then fired 
tear gas, leading to a 
crowd stampede and 
cases of suffocation, said 
Nico Afinta, Police Chief 
in East Java. "It had gotten 
anarchic. They started 
attacking officers, they 
damaged cars," he said, 
adding that two police 

officers were among the 
deceased. "We would like 
to convey that not all of 
them were anarchic. Only 
about 3,000 who entered 
the pitch," he said.

Fleeing fans "went out 
to one point at the exit. 
Then there was a build-
up, in the process of accu-
mulation, there was 
shortness of breath.

Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Dendias and Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
attend a NATO foreign ministers meeting in Brussels.

Imran should be tried 
under Official Secrets 
Act : Maryam Nawaz

Lahore, Oct 2 (IANS) 
Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz PML-N 
leaders said that PTI 
Chairman Imran Khan 
should be tried under 
the Official Secrets Act 
for stealing a cipher 
from the Prime 
Minister's Office (PMO), 
local media reported.

In a press conference, 
they said that Parliament 
will decide to invoke Article 
6 against Imran Khan and 
his abettors after consulta-
tions. They said that audio 
leaks of the Prime Minister's 
Office are a serious security 
breach. They said that 
Imran Khan had taken away 
the cipher from the Prime 

Minister's Office by con-
cealing it in his diary, The 
News reported. PML-N Vice 
President Maryam Nawaz 
said in the US, law enforce-
ment agencies raided 
Trump's house and similar-
ly, it should also be done 
here, and Banigala should 
be searched for the recovery 
of cipher. Maryam said that 
she was surprised at the 
country's system because 
the person (Imran), who 
should be in jail, was roam-
ing free. She said that Imran 
Khan was deliberately mak-
ing the appointment of 
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) 
controversial by talking 
about this issue in his pub-
lic meetings.
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Markets need to consolidate after being choppy
Markets last week took their 

toll and many predictions just 
fell by the wayside. The week 
was eventful as well, but truly 
speaking markets have a mind 
of their own. BSESENSEX lost 
on the four days of the weeks 
into expiry, and had a fantas-
tic day on the first trading day, 
of the new October futures 
series. At the end of it all, BSE-
SENSEX lost 672 points or 1.16 
per cent to close at 57,426.92 
points while NIFTY lost 233 
points or 1.34 per cent to 
close at 17,094.35 points. The 
broader markets saw BSE100, 
BSE200 and BSE500 lose 1.42 
per cent, 1.58 per cent and 
1.51 per cent respectively. 
BSEMIDCAP lost 1.65 per cent 
while BSESMALLCAP was 
down 1.25 per cent.

The Indian Rupee was un-
der pressure and lost against 
the US dollar. It was down 
35 paisa or 0.43 per cent to 
close at Rs 81.34 to the US 
dollar. Dow Jones continued 
its downward move and lost 

on 4 of the five trading ses-
sions. It closed with losses of 
865 points or 2.92 per cent at 
28,725.41 points. On Friday it 
closed almost at the new 52 
week low of 28,715.85 points. 
For the year to date, Dow is 
down 20.95 per cent.

RBI in its monetary policy 
meeting held during Septem-
ber 28-30th, raised Repo rates 
by 50 basis points to 5.90 per 
cent. These are the highest 
rates over the last three years. 
The rate hike was on expected 
lines. It has pegged inflation 
at 6.7 per cent and expects the 
growth rate to be around 7 per 
cent.

After inflation in the US at 
record highs, the next to be 
affected is Germany with new 
inflation data for September 
showing that it has entered 
into double digit at 10 per 
cent. The Russia-Ukraine 
conflict which has entered its 
eight month period seems to 
have hit different countries in 
different manners.

September futures expired 
on a weak note and the se-
ries lost 704.35 points or 4.02 
per cent to close at 16,818.10 
points.

The low made by the bench-
mark indices during the pre-
vious week were 56,147.23 
points on BSESENSEX and 
16,747.70 points on NIFTY. 
Friday saw a huge recovery 
from the lows and markets 
went on to rise magnificently. 
What could be the cause of the 
same is still debatable. RBI an-
nounced its policy on Friday 
which was on acceptable lines 
and comments by the RBI 
Governor were positive. While 
this was good news, the fact 
that FPI’s sold on Friday and 
ended the month with sales of 
Rs 18,300 crore was not good 
news. Domestic institutions 
were net buyers of Rs 14,120 
crore. Interestingly, FPI’s were 
net buyers only in August and 
have been net sellers for quite 
some time. NAV propping 
used to be a phenomenon in 

earlier years, but now makes 
no difference.

In primary market news, 
shares of Harsha Engineers 
International Limited who 
had issued shares listed on the 
bourses on Monday the 26th 
of September. Shares which 
were issued at Rs 330 saw the 
discovered price at Rs 444 and 
touched a high of Rs 527.60. 
They fell from there and 
closed day one at Rs 485.90, a 
gain of Rs 155.90 or 47.24 per 
cent. By the end of the week, 

the share saw some profit 
taking and closed lower at Rs 
461.50, up Rs 131.50 or 39.84 
per cent.

Electronics Mart India Lim-
ited is tapping the capital 
markets with its fresh issue of 
Rs 500 crore in a price band of 
Rs 56-59. The issue opens on 
Tuesday, the 4th of October, 
and closes on Friday, the 7th 
of October. The company is 
into the business of consumer 
durables and electronic retail-
ing in India. It was historically 

present in the unified state of 
Andhra Pradesh, now bifur-
cated into Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana. As part of its 
expansion strategy, it has en-
tered into the NCR region.

Coming to the revenues of 
the company, they are back 
on track and have recovered 
from the Covid-19 impact. 
The company clocked rev-
enues of Rs 4,353 crore for the 
year ended March 2022. This 
has improved in the first quar-
ter of FY23 to Rs 1,410 crore. 
In terms of PAT the company 
recorded a profit after tax of 
Rs 103.9 crore for the full year 
and Rs 40.65 crore for the 
first quarter. The EPS for the 
year ended March 22 was Rs 
3.46. The price earnings band 
at this EPS is 16.18 - 17.05. 
The performance in the first 
quarter has improved signifi-
cantly and the EPS is Rs 1.36. 
Though there is seasonality in 
the business with the first and 
third quarters being the best 
for the company, this would 

get neutralised with new 
stores opening aggressively in 
the next 18 months.

The rights issue from Suzlon 
for Rs 1,200 crore opens on 
Tuesday the 11th of October. 
The Chairman and Manag-
ing Director of the company, 
Tulsi Tanti, passed away on 
October 1. In my stock mar-
ket experience of close to four 
decades, I do not recall any 
incident like this where the 
key person passes away in the 
midst of the fund raise. Tragic 
incident. I believe that though 
the loss is irreparable, it will 
not have any impact on the 
company.

Markets have a mid-week 
holiday on Wednesday on ac-
count of Dussehra. Midweek 
holidays normally break the 
momentum of markets as the 
holiday is India centric and 
world markets are open. They 
will be choppy and volatile to 
say the least. They are now 
trying to find their feet and 
establish a short-term bottom 

San Francisco, Oct 2 (IANS) 
Tech giant Google’s upcoming 
Pixel Watch was reportedly 
briefly up for pre-order on 
Amazon, revealing bands and 
Fitbit Premium perk.

According to 9To5Google, the 
next Google smartwatch features 
a variety of bands, watch faces, 
and Fitbit integration in what is 
arguably the biggest Pixel Watch 
leak to date, as shown in a series 
of official-looking photographs.

There appear to be two 
different leather band styles 
from there, including one style 
in black and green, and another 
in black, grey, and orange.

Finally, there appears to be a 

woven fabric style band for the 
Pixel Watch, which is in vibrant 
orange and green colours, 
as well as a more subdued 
black, the report said. A recent 
report said that the upcoming 
smartwatch will be powered 
by a 300mah battery and may 
also offer cellular connectivity. 
The report also mentioned 
that the smartwatch is likely to 
come with cellular connectivity, 
however, it is not clear which 
of the model will support the 
feature. Three models of the 
upcoming smartwatch have 
received approval from the 
Bluetooth ‘Special Interest 
Group’ (SIG).

Google Pixel Watch was available 
for pre-order on Amazon brieflyRIYADH: Saudi Arabia will 

host the 15th International 
Conference on Air Services 
Negotiations of the 
International Civil Aviation 
Organization in December 
2023, in Riyadh, as the 
Kingdom leapfrogs in the 
aviation sector in line with 
the goals outlined in its Vision 
2030. 

Saleh Al-Jasser, Saudi 
Arabian Minister of Transport 
and Logistics, said that 
the conference will be an 
important platform for 
member states to discuss 
ways of organizing and 
managing the air transport 
sector, Saudi Press Agency 

reported. 
“Choosing the Kingdom 

to host the International 
Conference on Air Services 
Negotiations 2023 is an 
affirmation of the Kingdom’s 
position and its effective 
contributions in the aviation 
sector at the global level, and 
in appreciation of its efforts 
to enhance air connectivity in 
line with the National Strategy 
for Transport and Logistics 
Services, which is based on 
the Kingdom’s Vision 2030,” 
Al-Jasser added. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia 
has been elected to the 
membership of the Council 
of ICAO for the period 2023-

2024-2025. 
The decision was made 

during the 41st General 
Assembly of the organization 
held in Montreal, Canada. 

The Kingdom was reelected 
after a voting process with the 
participation of 193 member 

states of the UN to find a 
position in the ICAO Council 
comprising 36 members. 

“Since the establishment of 
the first airline in the Kingdom 
in 1945, the Kingdom, with 
the unlimited support of the 
wise leadership, has proven 

its commitment and tireless 
work toward the sector of 
aviation both domestically 
and internationally,” Al-
Jasser further said. 

He added that the Kingdom 
is now working in line with 
the vision of Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman 
by consolidating its global 
leadership role in the sector. 

The civil aviation strategic 
plan is one of the most crucial 
goals outlined in Vision 2030. 

According to the civil 
aviation strategic plan, the 
Kingdom is aiming for 330 
million passengers annually 
and 250 destinations around 
the world by 2030.

Saudi Arabia to host ICAO Air Services Negotiation conference in  2023

RIYADH: Saudi Paper 
Manufacturing Co. edged 
lower, washing away early 
gains, after inking an 
agreement with Italy-based 
Toscotec for the production 
and supply of a tissue paper 
production line for the total 
cost of SR166 million ($44 

million).
Saudi Paper’s share price 

fell 0.19 percent to reach 
SR52.70 at the end of Sunday’s 
trading session.

The deal is part of a 
letter of understanding 
both companies signed in 
June to purchase the fifth 

production line in Dammam 
2nd Industrial City, which 
will produce tissue rolls with 
a capacity of 60,000 tons 
annually for SR300 million.

Upon signing the SR166 
deal, Saudi Paper will make 
an advance payment within 
two months maximum, 

and the remaining amount 
will be paid in installments, 
corresponding to delivery, 
installation, receipt, and final 
operation.

As part of the contract, 
the company will receive a 
performance guarantee from 
the supplier for 16 months 

from the signing date.
The transaction will 

increase the company’s tissue 
paper roll production capacity 
from 130,000 tons per annum 
to 190,000 tpa, in order to 
meet the needs of the local 
market and to expand exports.

In addition to the proceeds 

from the sale of some non-
operating assets, the deal 
will be financed mainly from 
the company’s operating 
revenues and the proceeds 
from the sale of certain non-
operating assets, as well as 
proceeds from legal claims, 
for which judgments were 

awarded in favor of the 
company. Banks and local 
finance agencies will also play 
a role in obtaining part of the 
funding for this project.

The financial impact of the 
project will become apparent 
from the fourth quarter of 
2022.

Saudi Paper’s shares decline after it signs $44m deal with Italy’s Toscotec

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) Chip 
maker MediaTek and Aglobal 
leader in IoT platforms and 
cloud computing solutions on 
Sunday announced a strategic 
collaboration to roll out 5G 
and Wi-Fi router solutions.

The collaboration will 
enable a comprehensive 
portfolio of solutions and 
significant manufacturing 
capabilities in India. “We are 
thrilled to launch our 5G and 
Wi-Fi routers which would 
help consumers and enterprise 
customers to provide secure, 
strong and seamless wireless 
networking solutions,” Satish 
Kulkarni, CEO of Invendis, said 
in a statement.

“We are confident that 
this engagement will drive 
innovation, the rapid rollout 
of 5G products and services in 
India while helping consumers 
unlock the possibilities created 
by ultra-fast and reliable 
connectivity,” Kulkarni added.

The new “Silboa product 

line upgrades the Invendis 
Business and Industrial 
communication solutions 
portfolio to include 4G/5G 
routers with Wi-Fi 4/5/6 
standards, supporting multi-
WAN, VPN, SD WAN, NMS, 
etc, across business verticals.

The product line features 
MediaTek’s Networking 
and Connectivity solutions, 
including MediaTek 
MT7628K/N/A - Router and 
Repeater Platform, MediaTek 
MT7621A/N - Dual-core 
Network Processor for 
2x2/3x3/4x4 Wi-Fi platforms 
and MediaTek MT7915 Wi-Fi 6 
Wave 1+ chipset builds among 
others.

“MediaTek’s complete 
range of Networking and 
Connectivity solutions is 
equipped to address dynamic 
customer requirements 
be it home, commercial or 
enterprise applications,” said 
Anku Jain, Managing Director, 
MediaTek India.

MediaTek, Invendis join hands 
for 5G, Wi-Fi router solutions

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) 
The country is likely to add 
nearly 80 airports in the next 
four to five years, the aviation 
regulator has said, adding 
that aerodromes meanwhile 
need to fulfil certain require-
ments to start the operation 
of flights.

In the last eight years, the 
number of airports in the 
country has increased from 
74 to 141, and as per the Min-
istry of Civil Aviation, this will 
grow up to 220 in the next 
four to five years.

The Civil Aviation Minis-
try has given ‘in-principle’ 
approval for setting up of 21 
greenfield airports across the 
country, including Mopa in 

Goa; Navi Mumbai, Shirdi 
and Sindhudurg in Maha-
rashtra; Kalaburagi, Vijaya-
pura, Hassan and Shivamog-
ga in Karnataka; Dabra in 
Madhya Pradesh; Kushinagar 
and Noida (Jewar) in Uttar 
Pradesh; Dholera and Hirasar 
(Rajkot) in Gujarat; Karaikal 
in Puducherry; Dagadarthi 
(Nellore), Bhogapuram and 
Orvakal (Kurnool) in Andhra 
Pradesh; Durgapur in West 
Bengal; Pakyong in Sikkim; 
Kannur in Kerala; and Hol-
longi (Itanagar) in Arunachal 
Pradesh.

So far, eight greenfield air-
ports -- namely Durgapur, 
Shirdi, Sindhudurg, Pakyong, 
Kannur, Kalaburagi, Orvakal 

and Kushinagar -- have been 
operationalised.

As per the Aviation Min-
istry, in the financial year 
2022-23, the Centre has 
granted site clearance to the 
Himachal Pradesh govern-
ment for development of 
a new greenfield airport at 
Nagchala, Mandi. Besides, 35 
airports, helipads and water 
aerodromes are targeted for 
development during FY 2022-
23 under RCS-UDAN.

An official said that for 
safety purposes, an aero-
drome needs to meet the 
specifications regarding its 
management systems, opera-
tional procedures, physical 
characteristics, assessment 

and treatment of obstacles, 
visual aids, rescue and fire-
fighting services, as per the 
DGCA CAR (Civil Aviation Re-
quirement).

While these guidelines are 
for the licensing of the aero-
drome from the technical 
point of view, the licence for 
operation of airports is grant-
ed by the Central government 

as per the Civil Aviation pol-
icy.

As far as site clearance for 
a greenfield airport for pub-
lic use is concerned, prior to 
commencing the construc-
tion, the owner or developer 
of the greenfield aerodrome 
will have to file applications 
to the steering committee at 
the Ministry of Civil Aviation.

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) 
Encrypted messaging plat-
form Telegram has reduced 
its monthly subscription fee 
in India for premium users, 
down to Rs 179 from Rs 469.

In a message sent to its us-
ers in the country, the plat-
form announced the discount 
in subscription fees, as it fo-
cuses on aggressively growing 
in a country where WhatsApp 
has nearly 500 million users.

India is one of the key mar-
kets for Telegram, which has 
amassed over 700 million 
monthly active users globally.

According to third-party 
data, Telegram has more than 
120 million users in India, and 
aims to fast tap into the ever-
growing WhatsApp user base.

According to a recent re-
search by techARC, at least 
one in five respondents in 
India prefer Telegram over 

WhatsApp for varied reasons, 
including finding it secure 
and respecting privacy, fea-
tures like channels, allowance 
of users in a single group and 
sharing of large-size files.

Over 32 cent of the respon-
dents said they send critical 
and secret messages over 

Telegram.
Globally, Telegram’s 

monthly subscription for pre-
mium users is in the range of 
$4.99 to $6.

Last month, the encrypted 
messaging app rolled out a 
new update that gave users 
more ways to use new emoji 
to express how they are feel-
ing -- with infinite reactions 
and emoji statuses.

The company said that 

Premium users can pick reac-
tions from an infinite selec-
tion of custom emoji.

With the new update, group 
admins can control whether 
custom reactions may be used 
in their groups.

Now, premium users can 
add an animated emoji status 
displayed next to their name 
-- to quickly let everyone 
know how they are feeling or 
what they are doing.

India to add 80 airports in next 4-5 years; new rules for 
aerodromes

Telegram reduces subscription fee for premium users in India
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Rampaging US dollar posts strongest quarter in at least 7 years
New York, Oct 2 (IANS) The 

dollar wrapped up its biggest 
quarterly climb in at least 
seven years on Friday, along 
with its largest four-month 
advance since November 2008 
-- the latest chapter in what 
has been a historic year for 
the greenback, MarketWatch 
reported.

In September, a month 
where the dollar briefly 
touched its highest level since 
2002, the dollar index rose 
3.2 per cent, marking its best 
month since April, when it 

rose 4.73 per cent.
Thanks to its strong gains 

during the first nine months 
of the year, the dollar could 
be on track for its best annual 
performance since 2014, when 
the dollar index rose nearly 13 
, MarketWatch reported.

Many of the dollar in-
dex’s key components have 
also weakened precipitously 
against the greenback as the 
Federal Reserve’s aggressive 
interest rate hikes have boost-
ed the greenback relative to its 
foreign rivals.

The euro was down 6.5 per 
cent since the beginning of 
the quarter through Thurs-
day, it’s largest such drop 
since the fourth quarter of 
2016. The shared currency 
has now weakened against the 

greenback for five consecutive 
quarters, falling 17.3 per cent 
in that time - its worst five-
quarter stretch since Septem-
ber 30, 2015.

In Japan, the decision by the 
Bank of Japan to keep mon-

etary policy easy has caused 
the Japanese yen to shed more 
than 25 per cent of its value 
relative to the dollar so far this 
year, leaving it at 144.8 yen to 
the dollar on Friday after the 
yen touched its weakest level 
against the dollar since the 
late 1990s earlier this month.

The dollar rose 6.7 per cent 
against the Japanese currency 
in the third quarter, bringing 
the dollar’s advance over the 
past 12 months to 30 per cent, 
the largest such move against 
the yen in more than 50 years.

The pound fell 8.3 per cent 
against the dollar during the 
third quarter, its largest such 
drop since the fourth quarter 
of 2008.

Already the world’s most 
popular reserve currency, the 
dollar’s strength this year has 
been driven by a number of 
factors, including the Federal 
Reserve’s aggressive inter-
est rate hikes, along with the 
relative stability of the US 
economy and labor market, 
MarketWatch reported. All 
of these factors have helped 

make the greenback a port in 
the storm for investors search-
ing for succor from this year’s 
punishing selloff in stocks and 
bonds. “The selloff has trans-
formed [dollar] cash into the 
ultimate safe asset, further 
boosted by the rise of US real 
rates and yields on the back 
of the Fed’s credible commit-
ment to bring down inflation,” 
said Valentin Marinov, head 
of G-10 currency research and 
strategy at Credit Agricole, in a 
recent note to clients, Market-
Watch reported.

Chennai, Oct 2 (IANS) 
Sterlite Technologies Ltd on 
Sunday unveiled 5G Cosmos - 
an optical solution for towers 
and small cells for speedy 
5G roll out. According to 
Sterlite Technologies, telecom 
operators need to look at 
fiberisation with a futuristic 
lens. The company said tower 
fiberisation must increase 
from about 35 per cent to 80 
per cent to provide high quality 
5G services.

Additionally, 5G will 
require upto 4X small cells, 

backhauled with fibre, Sterlite 
Technologies said.

The company said India’s 
fibre space is constrained by 
deployment speed and scale.

5G Cosmos is an 
Atmanirbhar, patented 
solution that can solve these 
challenges and connect every 

tower, small cell and node, the 
company claimed.

Launching 5G Cosmos at 
IMC 2022, Pankaj Miglani, 
Director Supply Chain 
Management, Bharti Airtel, 
said: “We are readying our 
infrastructure for 5G and 
fiberisation is a core need. We 

are happy to see the use cases 
that 5G Cosmos can solve for 
telcos and enable us to deliver 
a great 5G experience to our 
customers.”

Ankit Agarwal Manaing 
Director, Sterlite Technologies 
said: “Indian telecom 
operators are ready to install 
fibre-dense networks for 5G. 
This will need an integrated 
and futuristic solution. We 
have built 5G Cosmos to enable 
fiberisation of macro and small 
cells at scale and achieve the 
full potential of 5G.”

Sterlite Technologies launches optical solution for 5G rollout

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) Amid 
the current global economic slow-
down, crypto exchange WazirX has 
reportedly laid off 40 per cent of its 
total workforce.

A total of 50 to 70 employees of 
the 150 workers at the exchange 
were asked to go, CoinDesk report-
ed, citing sources.

The laid-off employees were in-
formed on Friday that they would 
be paid for 45 days and that they 
would no longer be needed to re-
port for work.

“The crypto market has been in 
the grip of a bear market because of 
the current global economic slow-
down,” WazirX was quoted as say-
ing in a statement.

“The Indian crypto industry 
has had its unique problems with 

respect to taxes, regulations and 
banking access. This has lead to a 
dramatic fall in volumes in all In-
dian crypto exchanges,” it added.

One of the sources said “the 
workforce has been cut from sever-
al departments including customer 
support, HR, and other depart-
ments. Managers, Analysts, Associ-
ate Managers/Team leaders were 
among those laid off”.

The entire public policy and 
communication team was fired, ac-
cording to another employee who 
lost his job.

As per the report, WazirX daily 
trading volumes have been steadily 
declining from a one-year high of 
478 million on October 28, 2021, to 
1.5 million on October 1, 2022, ac-
cording to CoinGecko data.

Indian crypto exchange WazirX 
fires 40% of staff

Chennai, Oct 2 (IANS) The 
month of September 2022 
saw Honda Motorcycle and 
Scooter India overtaking the 
world’s largest two-wheeler 
maker Hero Motocorp Ltd in 
terms of retail sales.

Last month, over 2.85 
lakh two wheelers, rolled 
out by Honda Motorcycle 
and Scooter, were registered 
across the country as against 
over 2.51 lakh two wheelers 
of Hero Motocorp, as per 
the Indian government’s 
Vahan portal. This is the first 
time that Honda Motorcycle 

and Scooter pipped Hero 
Motocorp in retail sales.

Hero MotoCorp on 
Saturday said it had 
dispatched 519,980 units of 
motorcycles and scooters 
in the month of September 
2022 for sales.

It also said it is geared up 
to launch its first-electric 
vehicle, VIDA on October 7.

Hero MotoCorp is finalising 
a collaboration agreement 
with Zero Motorcycles, 
the California-based 
manufacturer of premium 
electric motorcycles 
and powertrains. The 
collaboration will focus 
on co-developing electric 
motorcycles.

The company’s board 
also approved an equity 
investment up to $60 million 
in Zero Motorcycles.

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) 
Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon 
Musk has revealed the secret 
behind his peak fitness at age 
51: Intermittent fasting.

Responding to a follower 
on Twitter who asked if lifting 
weights and eating healthy is 
his script to look “awesome, 
fit, ripped and healthy”.

To which, Musk who 
addressed the gathering 
during Tesla’s AI Day 2022 
event, replied with just one 
word: ‘Fasting’.

Musk actually referred to 

intermittent fasting that he 
has adopted on the advice of 
a “good friend”.

Last month, the world’s 
richest man revealed he 
lost 9 kgs with intermittent 
fasting and now “feels much 
healthier”.

“On the advice of a good 
friend, I’ve been fasting 
periodically and feel 
healthier,” he had tweeted.

Musk said he finds the 
“zero fasting app quite good” 
that helps track his food 
intake.

“From time to time, I will 
share some things that seem 
to be working for me, in case 
you find it helpful,” he said.

While replying to Musk, 
a user quipped if his “good 
friend” is former Twitter CEO 
Jack Dorsey who himself is 
an intermittent fasting freak.

Dorsey, who follows 
Vipassana meditation and 
intermittent fasting, had 
previously charted out his 
food chart for dinner, which 
includes fish, chicken or 
steak, and “a lot of greens”.

Honda Motorcycles and Scooter overtakes 
Hero Motorcorp in retail sales

Elon Musk reveals fasting is his secret to 
peak fitness at age 51

Now everyone can share NFTs on Instagram or Facebook
New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) 

Meta has announced that ev-
eryone can now share digital 
collectibles or non-fungible to-
kens (NFTs) on Instagram and 
Facebook. The company start-
ed testing digital collectibles 
with a handful of US creators 
and collectors in May, and now 
the feature is available to users 
in 100 countries.

“Everyone in the 100 coun-
tries where digital collectibles 
are available on Instagram can 
now access the feature,” the 
company said in an update.

Meta also tweeted that ev-
eryone on Instagram and Face-
book can now share their digi-

tal collectibles in the US, and 
on Instagram in the previously 
announced 100 countries.In 
August, Meta said it started 
giving people the ability to post 
digital collectibles that they 
own across both Facebook and 
Instagram.

Last month, the company 

further said that people can 
cross-post digital collectibles 
that they own across both 
Facebook and Instagram.

Once connected, creators 
and collectors will have the 
ability to choose which NFTs 
from their wallet they would 
like to share on Instagram. 

Once a creator or collector 
posts a digital collectible, it will 
have a shimmer effect and can 
display public information, 
such as a description of the 
NFT. Posts will also be visible 
on their profile.

The creator and collector 
can be automatically attrib-
uted in the digital collectible 
post, said Meta.The third-party 
wallets compatible for use will 
include Rainbow, MetaMask 
and Trust Wallet, with Coin-
base, Dapper and Phantom 
coming soon. There will be no 
fees associated with posting or 
sharing a digital collectible on 
Instagram, said the company.

Chennai, Oct 2 (IANS) 
With the base premium for 
third party liability under 
the vehicle insurance fixed 
by the Indian government, 
the general insurance 
companies want the 
flexibility to increase or 
decrease the same by 20 per 
cent.

The industry also wants 
the limit to go up to 40 per 
cent the next year and later 
for full detariffication.

The industry wants the 
20/40 per cent flexibility 
even as some to the private 
players are offering discount 
- cut and pay system- on 
the government fixed base 
premium. The cut and pay 
system is one where the 
insurers collect a lower sum 
than what is stipulated but 
print the actual premium 
figure on the policy.

It is learnt a working 
group on reforms in the 
general insurance products 

has suggested to the sectoral 
regulator on these lines.

According to the industry 
group, the premium rates 
are currently based on 
homogenous sub class 
i.e. cubic capacity wise 
for private car and two 
wheelers.

In the case of goods 
carriers, it is based on the 
gross vehicle weight (GVW) 
and the seating capacity if 
it is a passenger carrying 
commercial vehicle.

The rating methodology 
does not consider any 
other rating variable like 
geography, age of the 
vehicle, segment of vehicle, 
type of usage etc, the group 
said.

The frequency of 
third party claims varies 
significantly by different 
factors (e.g. accidents 
rates in different states are 
different etc.) which are 
currently not factored in the 

current methodology, the 
industry group said.

According to the group, 
introduction of more rating 
factors will lead to lower 
cross subsidisation which is 
currently prevalent.

Risk-based pricing will 
ensure that appropriate 
premium is charged for 
relevant risk profile.

For segments where 
the motor third party risk 
is better, it might lead to 
reduction of premium to 
the customers.

The committee said for 
segments where that risk 
is adverse, it might lead to 
correction of premiums 
and will ensure insurance 
industry presence in such 
adverse location/segment.

This will lead to a 
better motor third party 
coverage availability to the 
customers.

As the base premium 
is fixed by the central 

government on industry 
wide basis, the risk premium 
for different insurers might 
differ keeping in view the 
nature and size of exposure 
of that insurer into different 
segments, said the group.

This necessitates a 
discretion for insurer to 
make prudent adjustments 
in premium rates up to 20 per 
cent - loading or discount- 
over the prescribed ones to 
accommodate the business 
and portfolio strategy of 
individual insurers.

This limit may be reviewed 
and enhanced to up to 40 
per cent in the succeeding 
year and consequently to 
a stage of complete de-
tariffication, the committee 
has suggested.

Contrary to the claims 
made by the general 
insurers that they are 
incurring huge losses under 
the motor portfolio, the 
actual numbers as per the 

Insurance Information 
Bureau of India (IIB) and 
studies by industry lobby 
body General Insurance 
Council show the contrary.

As per the Indian Non-
Life Industry Year Book 
2020-21 published by the 
General Insurance Council, 
the total premium earned 
under the motor insurance 
was Rs 67,389 crore by 
the industry. The industry 
invests the sum and earns 
income on this as well.

The total claims paid 
during 2020-21 was Rs 
28,726 crore towards vehicle 
damage Rs 17,834 crore, 
towards third party liability 
Rs 10,892 crore, netting 
the industry a whopping 
surplus of Rs 30,854 crore.

Ready for detariffing motor TP premium, but 
after freedom to hike/discount 40%: Committee

Chandigarh, Oct 2 (IANS) 
With the target to procure 191 
lakh metric tonnes paddy dur-
ing the kharif season in Pun-
jab, farmer Gurpreet Singh 
of Pilkhani village in Patiala 
district on Saturday became 
the first farmer to receive pay-
ment for selling the produce.

State Food, Civil Supplies 
and Consumer Affairs Minis-
ter Lal Chand Kataruchak said 
Gurpreet Singh had brought 

103.875 quintal of paddy and 
it was cleaned and purchased 
on the very first day of pro-
curement. He said within four 
hours of the purchase, the 
department transferred the 
farmer’s payment, amounting 
to Rs 2.13 lakh directly into his 
bank account.

The Minister said the pro-
curement would continue till 
November 30 and all agen-
cies would make procurement 

of Grade A paddy at the MSP 
of Rs 2,060 per quintal, while 
common variety at Rs 2,040 a 
quintal. The state has made 
arrangements for the pro-
curement of 191 lakh metric 
tonnes of paddy, while the 
Central government has fixed 
the target at 184.45 lakh met-
ric tonnes for the state, an of-
ficial statement said.

Principal Secretary (Food 
Supplies) Rahul Bhandari said 

the Punjab Mandi Board has 
notified 1,804 regular mandis 
during the season, which have 

been allotted amongst gov-
ernment procurement agen-
cies and 364 temporary pur-

chase centres have also been 
notified to avoid glut.

The Food, Civil Supplies and 
Consumer Affairs Department 
has set up a state-level control 
room to ensure that no farmer 
encounters any hurdle in sell-
ing the produce. He said the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
has approved the Cash Credit 
Limit worth Rs 36,999 crore to 
the state government.

As per the Punjab Custom 

Milling Policy approved by 
the Cabinet, e-checking of all 
rice mills is being done before 
registration and allotment 
and 4,315 mills have been in-
spected and online allotment 
of 3,500 mills has been done.

The Director General of Po-
lice has been asked to inspect 
inter-state barriers and deploy 
police personnel to check ille-
gal entry of paddy rice from 
other states in Punjab.

With target of 191L metric tonnes, paddy procurement begins in Punjab
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The All-India Senior Selection Committee has picked India’s squad for the upcoming three-match ODI series against South 
Africa. Shikhar Dhawan has been named captain of the squad which will play ODIs against the Proteas on 

October 6, 9 and 11 in Lucknow, Ranchi and New Delhi respectively.

PLAYING  WC 
A DEFINITE GOAL OF 
MINE: AARON FINCH

Mumbai, Oct 2 (IANS) 
Australias limited-overs captain 
Aaron Finch is focussing on 
playing till the 2023 World 
Cup and said he would look to 
realise that “goal” if form and 
fitness permit.

“I’d love to be, no doubt. At 
33 now, I think my game is in as 
good a place as it’s ever been. 
That’s (playing 2023 World Cup) 
a definite goal of mine.

That will come down to form 
and fitness; the desire won’t be 
any less than it is,” Finch was 
quoted as saying by the ‘Sydney 
Morning Herald’.

“I know it’s a cliche, taking it 
one tour at a time, but that’s 100 
percent a goal of mine down the 
track,” he added.

Finch has been a regular 
member of Australia’s limited-
overs squad. However, he has 
featured in just five Tests for 
Australia and the 33-year-old 
is still hopeful of playing the 
longest format of the game.

“It might be more of a dream 
now than a reality.

I still have ambitions of trying 
to work my way back in there 
(Tests), but the tough part is 
trying to get enough four-day 
cricket to push your case.I missed 
one game with the Vics (Victoris) 
through injury, one game was 
called off, missed one with the 
T20 series,” Finch expressed.

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS) 
The Association of Mutual 
Funds in India (AMFI) 
have roped in former India 
cricketer Sachin Tendulkar 
and M.S. Dhoni for their 
‘Mutual Funds Sahi Hai’ 
campaign, to help create 
awareness about Mutual 
Funds.Speaking on his 
association, Sachin said:

 “I am excited to be 
associated with the Mutual 
Funds Sahi Hai initiative, 
through AMFI, to help 
create awareness about 
Mutual Funds.Discipline 
and longer term approach 
is the cornerstone towards 
achieving success, be it in any 
sport and likewise in personal 
investing.”

Meanwhile, Dhoni said: 
“I take great pride in being 
associated with the “Mutual 
Fund Sahi Hai’ campaign. 
Having goal-based approach, 
starting early, staying 
disciplined and not being 
fazed by volatility, are the 
four mantras, I have always 
followed, be it in my cricketing 
career or in personal money 
management.”

MAHARASHTRA GOVT LAUNCHES ‘GO GIRL GO’ CAMPAIGN

SHIKHAR DHAWAN NAMED CAPTAIN FOR INDIA’S UPCOMING THREE
MATCH ODI SERIES AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA

Mumbai, Oct 2 (IANS) Opener 
Devika Vaidya will lead India ‘A’ 
women’s team while off-spinner Sneh 
Rana will skipper the India ‘B’ side 
for the upcoming Quadrangular T20I 
series also featuring Bangladesh and 
Thailand.

The tournament will be held in 
Patna from January 16 till January 22.

Devika (22) has played nine ODIs 
and one T20 for India senior side 
while Sneh (25) has featured in seven 
ODIs and five T20s.India A: Devika 
Vaidya - Captain (CSCS), Priya Punia 
(DDCA), Jincy George (KCA), Madhuri 
Mehta (OCA), Richa Ghosh (CAB), 
Sushri Dibyadarshini (OCA), Komal 
Zanzad (VCA), Manali Dakshini 

(MCA), Meghna Singh (UPCA), Nikita 
Chauhan (HPCA), Bharti Fulmali 
(VCA), R. Kalpana (wicket-keeper) 

(RSPB), Rashi Kanojia (UPCA), 
Renuka Singh (HPCA), Jasia 
Akhtar (PCA)

India B: Sneh Rana - Captain 
(RSPB), Yastika Bhatia (BCA), 
Nuzhat Parween (wicket-
keeper) (RSPB), S. Meghana 
(RSPB), Tejal Hasabnis (CSCS), 
Vrushali Bhagat (MCA), 
Minnu Mani (KCA), Monica 
Patel (KSCA), Shrayosi Aich 
(CAB), Anjali Sarvani (ACA), 
Simran Dil Bahadhur (DDCA), 

Tanuja Kanwar (HPCA), Kshama 
Singh (RSPB), Nupur Kohale (VCA), 
Tanushree Sarkar (RPSB).

Devika, Sneh to lead India ‘A’, ‘B’ 
teams in Quadrangular

Lausanne, Oct 2 (IANS) The 
2024 Winter Youth Olympic 
Games (YOG) will be hosted 
in Gangwon province, South 
Korea.The International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
announced the decision 
following its session on Friday 
in Lausanne, where the 2020 
edition is underway, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

The decision means the 
winter YOG will, for the first 
time, take place in Asia. 
Gangwon province, with the 
cities PyeongChang, the host 
of 2018 Winter Olympic Games, 
and Gangneung, has all the 
facilities for the winter event.
According to the IOC, many of 

the PyeongChang 2018 facilities 
will be used to host mountain 
sports while ice sports are to be 
contested in Gangneung.

“We will continue the strong 
legacy of the recent Olympic 
Winter Games in PyeongChang 
and work to achieve our vision 
of expanding new horizons in 
sport,” said Park Yang-woo, 
Minister of Culture, Sport and 
Tourism of South Korea and 
head of the 2024 delegation.

It was also revealed by 
Octavian Morariu, chair of the 
IOC Future Host Commission, 
that Barcelona, Salt Lake City 
and Sapporo are interested in 
hosting the 2030, 2034 or 2038 
Winter Olympic Games.

You created huge jams for bowlers: 
Tendulkar tells Dravid

South Korea’s Gangwon 
to host 2024 Winter 

Youth Olympics

New Delhi, Oct 2 
(IANS) Legendary 
batsman Sachin 
Tendulkar on Saturday 
wished former India 
skipper Rahul Dravid on 
his 47th birthday.

“Happy Birthday 
Jammy! The way 
you batted always 
created huge jams for 
the bowlers. Have a 
great one my friend,” 
Tendulkar tweeted.

The duo have scored 
more partnership runs 
and have been involved 
in more hundred run 
stands than any other 

batting pair -- 6,920 runs 
with 20 century stands -- 

both are world records.
Dravid, popularly known 

as ‘The Wall’, played 164 
Tests, 334 ODIs and one 
T20I in an illustrious 
career which spanned 
for over 16 years.

He holds the record 
for facing the maximum 
deliveries in Test 
cricket. He faced a total 
of 31,258 balls, almost 
3,000 deliveries more 
than Tendulkar in Test 
cricket.

He has also spent 
44,152 minutes at the 
crease in Tests which 
equals to almost 736 
hours, the most by any 
Test cricketer.

AMFI signs 
Sachin, Dhoni 

for ‘Mutual 
Funds Sahi Hai’ 

campaign

Mumbai, Oct 2 (IANS) 
The Department of Sports 
and Youth Services of 
Maharashtra has launched 
an initiative to strengthen 
and empower girls across 
the state through sports.

The initiative has been 
titled the 'Go Girl Go' 
campaign and has been 
initiated with Khelo India 
Youth Games 2020 -- which 
began on Friday in Guwahati 
-- with the participation of 
304 girl athletes.

More than 11 million girl 
students are expected to be 
a part of this campaign. The 
primary aim of the campaign 
is to improve the fitness 

level of girls, increase their 
participation in sports and 
get them placed for national 
and international level 
competitions.The campaign 
will focus on creating a 
conducive environment 
for girls at the school 
level. Schools will conduct 

fitness assessments, 
exclusive sports events, 
and personalised nutrition 
guidance.

They will also conduct 
regular workshops to talk 
about the importance of 
fitness and sports.Special 
initiatives will be planned 

to scout talent in rural 
areas and support athletes 
who prove their talent. The 
campaign will be part of the 
Mumbai Marathon, Khelo 
Games, National Games 
and other prominent events 
across the country."We 
are excited to launch this 

campaign, it will ensure 
good health and improved 
fitness level of all girls in 
Maharashtra. We are sure 
it will improve our ranking 
in the International medal 
tally," said Om Prakash 
Bakoria, Commissioner of 
Sports and Youth Services, 
Maharashtra.

"With this campaign we 
see Maharashtra setting 
a great example for the 
nation. Fitness and sports 
will improve the vibe of 
the nation and can break 
barriers created by colour, 
caste and creed," said 
Xtraliving Pvt Ltd CEO 
Rishikesh Kumar.

 Hyderabad, Oct 2 (IANS) 
Indian Super League (ISL) 
side Hyderabad FC on 
Saturday announced that 
it has parted ways with 
head coach Phil Brown.
The decision comes amidst 
Hyderabad's poor run in 
the ongoing edition of the 
tournament. Despite certain 
bright spots, including a 
come-from-behind victory 
over Kerala Blasters FC at 
home, Hyderabad have 

struggled so far this season 
and are currently rooted to 

the bottom of the ISL 2019-
20 table, with just five points 
from 12 matches."We at the 
club would like to sincerely 
thank Phil for his efforts since 
joining Hyderabad FC. We 
have had some challenging 
times in the inaugural 
season and Phil led the team 
admirably. All of us at the 
club would like to wish Phil 
the very best in his future 
endeavours," said Varun 
Tripuraneni, co-owner of 

Hyderabad FC.Brown arrived 
on Indian shores in 2018 
and took charge of the now-
defunct FC Pune City outfit 
from interim coach Pradyum 
Reddy, who was helming the 
Stallions at the time after the 
club had parted ways with 
head coach Miguel Angel 
Portugal in October 2018.The 
former Hull City manager's 
appointment as Pune's head 
coach was formalized on 
December 24, 2018, and he 
took charge for his first-ever 
ISL match on February 2, 
2019 with Pune, who were 
struggling at the time, facing 
off against Chennaiyin FC.

ISL: Hyderabad FC sack head 
coach Phil Brown

I can score goals in Scotland also: Bala Devi
Kolkata, Oct 2 (IANS) 

Goal-machine Bala Devi, 
who on Wednesday made 
history after being roped 
in by Scottish club Rangers 
FC, feels this exposure will 
further propel her to get 
better and she is confident 
of scoring a lot of goals 
in Scotland riding on her 
reservior of experience 
back home.Rangers FC 
announced the signing of 
Bala from Manipur Police 
Sports Club, subject to 
international clearance.The 
29-year-old will join the club 

on an 18-month deal after a 
successful spell on trial at 
Rangers in November.

This will make Bala the 
first Indian woman to 
become a professional 
footballer anywhere in the 
world and she also becomes 
the Rangers’ first Asian 
international footballer.“I 
had confidence. For 14 
years, I have represented 
India, 17 years I played for 
my state (Manipur) and 
I have played in Europe 
twice. I feel, maybe, if I give 
my best I can do it. I know I 

can score goals there too like 
I do here,” Bala said.Bala is 
the current top-scorer for 
India with 52 goals. She also 

has over 100 goals in 120 
games at the domestic level 
besides being two-time 
AIFF Women Player of the 
Year (2015, 2016).Bala has 
also skippered the national 
team in an international 
career which began when 
she was 15 years old.

“It all started when I 
used to play football with 
the boys back home,” she 
said.“I always beleived girls 
could play, when in 2005 I 
played for India in Korea, 
scored goals, I felt we can do 
better than them too.

New Delhi, Oct 2 (IANS)
Middle-order batter 
Rajat Patidar and pacer 
Mukesh Kumar have 
received maiden ODI call-
ups. Interestingly, batter 
Shreyas Iyer, pace all-
rounder Deepak Chahar 
and leg-spinner Ravi 
Bishnoi, who are travelling 
reserves in India's squad for 
the Men's T20 World Cup 
to be held later in Australia, 
have been included in the 
ODI squad.

India's ODI squad: Shikhar Dhawan (Captain), Ruturaj Gaikwad, 
Shubman Gill, Shreyas Iyer (vice-captain), Rajat Patidar, Rahul Tripathi, 
Ishan Kishan (wicket-keeper), Sanju Samson (wicket-keeper), Shahbaz 
Ahmed, Shardul Thakur, Kuldeep Yadav, Ravi Bishnoi, Mukesh Kumar, 
Avesh Khan, Mohd. Siraj, Deepak Chahar

"I think we've been very 
clear about the kind of 
skills that we want in the 
15. I think for me that is 
really important, the kind 
of squad that we picked 
for the World Cup -- 
barring injury, what were 
the kind of skills that we 

were looking for, different 
kind of bowlers, certain 
batting skills -- so all of 
those things, without 
going into too much 
detail, we've always been 
very clear about it, and 
I think to a large extent 
we've managed to get 

everything," said Dravid 
in the press conference 
ahead of the second T20I 
against South Africa. The 
49-year-old feels that 
versatility and flexibility 
are very important in the 
squad for a tournament 
like the World Cup.
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Urvashi 
Rautela is all set to 
collaborate with 
Egyptian actor 
Mohammad Ramdan 
in an upcoming 
project."Urvashi is the 
Bollywood's young 
superstar look at her 
beauty and popularity. 
She's excellent and 

outstanding actor / 
artist. She is a shining 
example of beauty from 
India and I'm sure you'll 
be seeing her in more 
Hollywood projects 
soon," Mohammad 
Ramadan said."The only 
Bollywood fi lm person 
I know after Shah Rukh 
Khan is Urvashi Rautela. 
She is very famous," 

he claimed.Ramadan 
shared that Urvashi 
and he have been 
discussing the project 
since February."But the 
covid pandemic came as 
a speedbreaker on our 
journey. Working with 
her will be a delight and 
I surely enjoy shooting 
with her," he added.

IANS

BIG B SHARES PHILOSOPHY 
ON FRIENDSHIP AND LIFE

Amitabh 
Bachchan 
began the last 

week of the year on a 
philosophical note. 
On Monday, Big B 

tweeted from his 
verified account 
reminding us 
of the value of 
old friends in 
our life."The 

78-year-old actor 
also offered a 
suggestion on how 

to tackle the 
challenges that 
life throws at us. 
"We can't always 
choose the music 

life plays for us, but 

we can choose how 
we dance to it," he 
wrote in a separate 
tweet.

Bachchan's 
fans responded 
by sharing their 
opinions.

"That's so true Sir 
ji... We have to dance 
beautifully as per the 
music suggested by 
God Almighty.. 

How best we do 
depends on us..

Only at the end of 
the day it is Happiness 
that matters.. Be always 
Happy n blessed Sir ji," 
wrote a fan.

IANS

"Make new friends, but 
Keep the old. Those are 
silver, these are gold,"

 he wrote.

URVASHI 
RAUTELA TO 

COLLABORATE 
WITH EGYPTIAN 

ACTOR MOHD 
RAMDAN

SONAM 
KAPOOR'S 

'BLIND' GETS 
ROLLING IN 
GLASGOW

"SONAM KAPOOR: 
CRIME THRILLER 
STARTS TODAY... 

Start-to-fi nish 
shooting of 

#Blind -- starring 
#SonamKapoorAhuja 

-- commences 
today in #Glasgow 
(#Scotland)... Story 

of a blind police 
offi cer in pursuit of a 
serial killer... Costars 

#VinayPathak, 
#PurabKohli and 
#LilleteDubey,"

 he wrote.

SELENA GOMEZ 'GRATEFUL'
 FOR RELEASING HER SPANISH EPSinger-songwriter 

Selena Gomez has 
released her fi rst 

Spanish EP, "Revelacion", 
nearly two months after 
dropping her debut single 
in Spanish, "De Una Vez".
Gomez celebrated the 
launch with a video posted 
on her Instagram story, in 
which she thanked fans for 
listening."I hope you guys 

like the album and have so 
much fun with it, because 
obviously I've been wanting 
to do this for so, so long. 
And I'm just so grateful. So 
I hope you guys like it, and 
let me know what you think, 
but I'm just so happy!" 

she said in the video.The 
new EP, recorded entirely 
remotely amid the Covid 
pandemic, features seven 
tracks, and collaborations 
with Rauw Alejandro, Myke 
Towers and DJ Snake.

IANS

Get ready, Govinda launches his 
own YouTube channel

Superstar Govinda has al-
ways had his own way of 
entertaining people. And 

while Govinda is very quick with 
his jokes, he serves some much-
needed wisdom as well.The actor 
has launched his own YouTube 
channel titled 'Govinda No.1'; 
(Link: http://bit.ly/GovindaNum-
ber1 ) he will put content on the 
channel and begin with songs he 
has sung himself.The fi rst two 
songs 'Chalna Romance Kare' 

and 'Tu Meri Dream Come True 
Hai' are being put up and make 
the listeners feel nostalgic and it 
will help them celebrate their val-
entine moments 'Govinda Style'.

He also made his debut on 
TikTok, fans just can't wait and 
have fl ocked to his TikTok ac-
count.Earlier in the day, Govinda 
also announced that he will be 
throwing a challenge on TikTok 
wherein he will ask the fans to 
dance on the songs.

SIDDHANT CHATURVEDI TURNS 
ON POET MODE AGAIN

Siddhant Chaturvedi 
is back with a new 
poem, and his fans on 

social media find the new 
composition relatable and 
liberating.Siddhant often 
shares poems under the 
heading "MyNotes" on his 
social media platforms.

This time, in an Instagram 
post, the actor has shared 
a photo of him in the 
mountains, and captioned 
it with his latest poetic flow.

"After the world makes 
you feel special for all the 
wrong reasons, after your 
life cycles around just one 
season, after those walks 
on the beach do no good, 
and you have to go back to 
where you should.

"After a song is on repeat, 
and the lyrics make sense, 
but only for a while...and 
then we need to shuffle 
and change the beat.""After 

it's no more flattering to 
be called 'beautiful'... after 
your eyes start looking for

something more 
meaningful, after religion 
is crowned, and the gods 
are questioned. Your 

answer is love but it is not 
be mentioned."Stuck in a 
limbo, this loop never ends...
and you need to know that 
even space and time bend. 
No one knows the science, 
but we know love!? even 
though it's not the trend.

"After all the joy ceases 
to be free, the only selfless 
smile lies here, with 
You and Me...So Smile. 
MyNotes."Impressed by 
Siddhant's writing skills, 
actor Tanuj Virwani 
commented:

"Beautifully articulated 
my boy."Many fans also 
expressed their love for the 
poem.On the film front, 
Siddhant will next be seen in 
Shakun Batra's untitled film 
with Deepika Padukone and 
Ananya Panday. He also has, 
"Bhoot Police" and "Bunty 
aur Babli 2" in his kitty.

IANS

SANJANA SANGHI AND ADITYA ROY KAPUR 
WRAP THE DECEMBER SCHEDULE OF 'OM: 

THE BATTLE WITHIN'!

Sanjana Sanghi and 
Aditya Roy Kapur joined 
hands for upcoming 

actioner 'Om: The Battle 
Within' in which both have 
been paired romantically.

The actors had started 
shooting for the fi lm in early 
December and now as the 
month is coming to an end, 
the team have wrapped the 
December schedule and will 
take a break to celebrate the 
new year.

Sanjana Sanghi, who will 
be playing the second lead 
character of her career, took it 
to Instagram to announce the 
wrap of the schedule.Sanjana 
shared a picture from the sets 
of the fi lm on her Instagram 
story where both can be seen 

giving a candid pose while 
wearing Military camoufl age 
dresses.Sanjana wrote, "As 
2020 wraps, so does our 
most precious & invigorating 
December schedule. Grateful. 
Om will be Sanjana and 

Aditya's fi rst collaboration 
and marks Sanjana Sanghi's 
second fi lm in a leading role. 
The fi lm is directed by Kapil 
Verma and produced by Zee 
Studios, Ahmed Khan, and 
Shaira Khan.                      IANS


