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RUSSIA WILL DESTROY NATO COUNTRIES 
IN HALF AN HOUR IN CASE OF NUCLEAR 

WAR: ROSCOSMOS CHIEF

AMIT SHAH TO EMBARK ON 2 DAY JOE ROOT RETURNS 
TO BAT AT NO 4 FOR ENGLAND IN 
TESTS, CONFIRMS BEN STOKES

JAHANGIRPURI RIOT ACCUSED HELD PRESS MEET WITH POLICE, VIDEO SURFACES

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi on 
Sunday stepped up his attack on 
the government over the hike in 
price of domestic LPG cylinder, 
and said only his party governs 
for the welfare of poor and mid-
dle class families.    

Cooking gas LPG prices were 
on Saturday hiked by Rs 50 per 
cylinder, the second increase in 
rates in just over six weeks fol-
lowing the fi rming of interna- tional energy rates. Non-subsi-

dised LPG now costs Rs 999.50 
per 14.2-kg cylinder in the na-
tional capital, up from Rs 949.50 
previously, according to a price 
notifi cation of state-owned fuel 
retailers.

In a tweet, Gandhi compared 
the price of domestic LPG cylin-
der of about Rs 410 with a sub-
sidy of Rs 827 in 2014 under a 
Congress-led government to that 
of over Rs 999 with “zero sub-
sidy” in 2022 under the BJP-led 

Centre.   “2 cylinders then for the 
price of 1 now!” the former Con-
gress chief said.    

“Only Congress governs for 
the welfare of poor & middle 
class Indian families. It’s the 
core of our economic policy,” 
he said.After the hike on Satur-
day, Gandhi had said millions of 
Indian households are waging a 
diffi cult battle against “extreme 
infl ation”, unemployment and 
“poor governance”.

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 
This is being regarded as a 
failure of the Delhi Police 
as a criminal involved in the 
riot was seen addressing a 
press meet with the senior 
police officials.

In a few videos and pho-
tos, accessed by IANS, Tabrez 
could be seen participating in 
the ‘Tiranga Yatra’ along with 
Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice (DCP) North West, Usha 
Rangnani.Interestingly, it was 
Khan who had written a letter 
to the Delhi Police, accessed by 
IANS, to carry out the ‘Tiranga 
Yatra’.Soon after the photos 
and videos of Tabrez with the 

police offi cial surfaced, the po-
lice said that a meeting of the 
Aman Committee was called 
in which a number of people 

had gathered at that time and 
Khan could be one of them.
Clarifying their stand on this, 
the police on Sunday said in 

a note, “News is being circu-
lated in the media that one ac-
cused named Tabrez Alam has 
been arrested by crime branch 

Delhi Police in connection 
with riot case of 16/04/22 of PS 
Jahangirpuri.

“It is further being circulated 
that said Tabrez was one of the 
members of peace Aman Com-
mittee of PS Jahangirpuri and 
one of the organisers of Tiranga 
Yatra that was carried out in Ja-
hangirpuri area on April 20, to 
send a message of communal 
harmony and peace.

In this regard, it is clarifi ed 
that after riots in Jahangirpuri, 
police had a prime and a very 
focused role of establishing 
peace and order in the area, 
during which a large number of 
people of all communities were 

co-opted to appeal to people to 
maintain peace and commu-
nal harmony.

“Anyone from the area who 
approached the local police 
with the same idea was associ-
ated with the Aman Commit-
tee as a confi dence-building 
measure with the community.

Investigation is indepen-
dent from law and order and 
if the role of anyone is estab-
lished during investigation, 
the same is dealt with as per 
law irrespective of the fact 
whether he has helped the 
local police in establishing 
peace and harmony post riots 
in the area or otherwise.”

RAHUL GANDHI STEPS UP ATTACK ON MODI GOVERNMENT 
OVER PRICE HIKE OF LPG CYLINDER

He Says only Congress governs for welfare of poor, middle class families

TWO SC JUDGES TO TAKE OATH OF OFFICE ON MONDAY

A video of Tabrez Khan, an accused held in connection with the Jahangirpuri violence by the Crime Branch of the Delhi Police, has surfaced in which he 
can be seen addressing a press meet and asking the police to remove the force from the area.

LORD RAM DOESN’T BLESS THOSE WITH ‘FAKE’ EMOTIONS: SANJAY 
RAUT ON RAJ THACKERAY’S UPCOMING AYODHYA VISIT

PM MODI NOW TEMPLATE FOR WHAT IT 
MEANS, TAKES TO BE NATIONAL 

LEADER : AMIT SHAH
Everybody now recognise that the 2014 polls marked the most 
decisive shift in the history of Indian politics, Shah wrote in a 

book based on the life of PM Modi
New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is now the template 
for what it means and takes 
to be a “national leader”, 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
has said, asserting that the 
label was earlier handed 
out to even politicians of 
no proven merit and only 
capable of winning elec-
tion from one or two safe 
Lok Sabha seats.

While national leaders 
were identifi ed in the im-
mediate aftermath of the 
independence movement 
by their “name recall” 
across regions because of 
their participation in the 
freedom struggle, in the 
latter decades, notably at 
the height of the coalition 
era, the expression came to 
be much abused, he said, 
adding that Delhi media 

generously distributed the 
status to its “friends and 
favourites”.

Writing in the book 
“Modi@20 Dreams Meet 
Delivery”, brought out by 
Rupa Publications and to 
be launched on May 11, 
Shah said such “facile and 
insincere manufacturing 
of national leaders” was 
shown up for what it was 
after Modi led the BJP to its 
biggest Lok Sabha win in 
2014 before repeating the 

feat with a bigger margin 
in 2019.A confi dant of the 
prime minister for over 
three decades, Shah wrote 
that the best teacher for 
a leader is “travelling to 
ordinary places, meeting 
ordinary families, sharing 
ordinary experiences, and 
doing all this by ordinary 
means.” “Narendra Modi 
has done so with greater 
frequency and persever-
ance than any politician in 
the past 75 years.”

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 
Gauhati High Court's Chief Jus-
tice, Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia 
and Gujarat High Court judge, 
Justice Jamshed B. Pardiwala, 
who have been elevated to the 
Supreme Court, will be sworn in 
by Chief Justice of India N.V. Ra-
mana on Monday.On Saturday, 
the Central government notifi ed 
their appointment as judges to 
the apex court - two days after 

the Supreme Court Collegium 
recommended their elevation.

After their appointment, the 
Supreme Court will function 
with a full sanctioned strength 
of 34 judges -- after a gap of 30 
months.

The Supreme Court collegium 
is headed by Chief Justice N.V. 
Ramana and comprises Justices 
U.U. Lalit, A.M. Khanwilkar, D.Y. 
Chandrachud, and L. Nageswara 

Rao.In August 2021, the colle-
gium had cleared a record nine 
names for appointments in the 
top court, which included Justice 
B.V. Nagarathna -- from the Kar-
nataka high court -- who will be-
come the country's fi rst woman 
Chief Justice in 2027.The swear-
ing-in ceremony will be held in 
the newly-built auditorium of 
the additional building complex 
of the Supreme Court on Mon-

day morning.Chief Justice Ra-
mana would be creating a record 
by administering oath of offi ce to 
11 Supreme Court judges during 
his term.

The elevation of Justice Dhulia 
makes him the second judge to 
be elevated to the top court from 
the Uttarakhand High Court, 
and he is he sibling of national 
award-winning fi lm director and 
actor Tigmanshu Dhulia.

New Delhi, May 9 
(IANS) Shiv Sena MP 
Sanjay Raut on Sunday 
hit out at MNS chief Raj 
Thackeray over his up-
coming visit to Ayodhya 
in Uttar Pradesh, say-
ing that Lord Ram "does 
not bless those coming 
to him with "fake" emo-
tions and for political 
reasons".Thackeray, who 
recently raked up a con-
troversy after giving a call 
for removal of loudspeak-
ers on mosques, had 
announced last month 
that he would visit Ayod-
hya on June 5 to seek 
blessings of Lord Ram.
Notably, Maharashtra 
Tourism Minister and 
Shiv Sena leader Aaditya 
Thackeray had also ear-
lier said that he would 
visit Ayodhya.Raut told 
reporters here on Sunday 
that Aaditya Thackeray's 

visit to Ayodhya is being 
planned around June 10.

The Minister will be 
accompanied by Shiv 
Sainiks from Maharash-
tra and all over the coun-
try, he said."This is not 
political, but a matter of 
faith for us. Aaditya Thac-
keray has been invited by 
different sections of soci-
ety to highlight the true 

essence of Hindutva," the 
Shiv Sena's chief spokes-
person said.

"Lord Ram doesn't 
bless those going to him 
with fake emotions and 
for political reasons, and 
such people are bound 
to face opposition," Raut 
said.Notably, BJP MP Brij 
Bhushan Sharan Singh 
has opposed Raj Thac-

keray's visit to Ayodhya 
and warned that the latter 
will not be allowed to en-
ter the city till he tenders a 
public apology for humili-
ating north Indians.Singh 
recently also requested 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath not 
to meet Raj Thackeray till 
he apologises to the North 
Indians.

ED QUESTIONS IAS OFFICER POOJA 
SINGHAL'S HUSBAND IN RANCHI 

ILLEGAL MINING CASE
New Delhi, May 8 

(IANS) The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) has 
started questioning Ab-
hishek Jha, the husband 
of Jharkhand IAS offi cer 
Pooja Singhal, in connec-
tion with an illegal min-
ing case.

The ED had on Satur-
day arrested Charted Ac-
countant Suman Kumar, 
who works for the IAS 
offi cer and her husband. 
Kumar is in the custody 
of ED for fi ve days.

On Friday, the ED had 
recovered Rs 19.31 crore 
cash and a few incrimi-
nating documents from 
the premises of Kumar.

Kumar, came on the 
radar during the course 
of Investigation. He also 
handles the accounts of 

Singhal's husband.The 
Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) had on Friday 
morning conducted 
raids at more than 18 
places -- Ranchi, Chan-
digarh, Faridabad, Gu-
rugram, Noida, Mumbai, 
Kollata, Muzafarpur, 
Saharsa, and in several 
parts of NCR, including 
Faridabad and Guru-
gram. The raids started 
early Friday and came 

to end at 8 p.m.The ED 
had also recorded the 
statements of the CA 
after seizing the whole 
cash. They had to take 
help of the bank offi cials 
and a currency count-
ing machine."Hariom 
Tower of Ranchi's Lal-
pur area, Faridabad and 
other places are being 
searched. We have recov-
ered a few incriminating 
documents in the raid.
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Intensify attack on AAP govt: Nadda to Delhi BJP
New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 

The BJP chief J.P. Nadda has 
asked the party unit in the 
national capital to intensify 
attacks on the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) government.

Nadda held a meeting 
with the Delhi BJP leaders 
on Saturday in which he was 
also briefed about the Punjab 
Police action against party 
youth wing national secretary 
Tajinder Pal Singh Bagga.

Sources said that national 
vice president and Delhi in-

charge Baijayant Jay Panda, 
party state unit president 
Adesh Gupta and state general 
secretary (organisation) 
Siddharthan were present in 
the meeting with party chief 
Nadda.

Sources said that discussion 
took place about the 
organisational functioning 
in Delhi, Bagga and working 
of the Kejriwal government. 
“Delhi BJP leaders briefed 
party chief Nadda about the 
current political development 

in the city and the Bagga 
incident and the way the 
party handled the situation. A 
detailed discussion was also 
held about the functioning of 
the organisation in the national 
capital and upcoming future 
organisational programmes 
were also discussed,” sources 
said.

It is learnt that Nadda 
asked the party leaders to 
intensify attacks against 
the misgovernance of the 
Kejriwal government. “Nadda 

ji suggested that failure and 
misrule or misgovernance 
of the Kejriwal-led AAP 
government must be 
highlighted,” sources said.

In a midnight development, 
the Punjab and Haryana High 
Court stayed the arrest of 
Bagga and directed the Punjab 
government to not take any 
coercive action against him 
until the next hearing which is 
scheduled for May 10.

The Punjab Police on Friday 
arrested Bagga from his Delhi 

residence over his remarks 
against Chief Minister Kejriwal. 
Delhi Police, which reports to 
the Union Home Ministry, on 
Friday took Bagga’s custody 
and later released him after 
a legal process. It also lodged 
two cases against the Punjab 
Police in connection with 
Bagga’s arrest. Bagga moved 
to the High Court while 
challenging the non-bailable 
arrest warrant issued against 
him by a Mohali Court on 
Saturday.

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 
Congress’ Delhi unit on Sunday 
alleged that the city’s Arvind 
Kejriwal government has taken 
huge amounts from the liquor 
mafia in kickbacks to liberalise the 
liquor policy even though liquor 
consumption is behind 70 percent 
of domestic violence.

Delhi Congress President Anil 
Kumar said that this “has not only 
shattered domestic peace, but also 
brought economic ruin to many 
families, as the bread-winners and 
unemployed youth have become 
addicted to liquor”.

He alleged that the government 
has not only allowed 3-4 liquor 
outlets in every ward, but also 
extended liquor shop timings, to 

make liquor available almost round-
the-clock, and with the latest order 
to extend bar/restaurant timings till 
3 a.m, the crime graph, particularly 
offences against women, will soar in 
Delhi.

Anil Kumar said that Kejriwal had 
promised to end the liquor mafia’s 
reign before coming to power, “but 
the lure of thousands of crores 
in commission from the liquor 
mafia, became too irresistible for 
him, to liberalise the liquor policy, 
blatantly flouting all his principled 
postures”.

A Delhi Congress delegation 
has sought time to meet the Police 
Commissioner to complain against 
the “reckless and destructive” state 
liquor policy.

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 
The Common University En-
trance Test (CUET), which 
was started for admission in 
universities and especially 
colleges affiliated to the cen-
tral universities, is now ex-
panding its purview.

If experts are to be believed, 
the CUET may soon attain the 
same recognition as examina-
tions like the NEET and JEE. 
Forty-five central universities 
are already under its purview, 
while discussions are under-
way with more than 30 state 

and private universities.
Minority institutions such 

as the Jamia Millia Islamia 
and Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity have also recognised the 
CUET.

CUET is given an important 
place in the new education 
policy and steps are being 
taken at various levels.

Recently, the University 
Grants Commission (UGC) 
had also discussed about 
CUET with state universities 
in the three important non-
BJP ruled states -- West Ben-

gal, Tamil Nadu and Kerala.
As per the UGC, the dia-

logue has been very positive.
Apart from these three 

states, the UGC has also dis-
cussed the subject with sev-
eral others, including Assam, 
Manipur, Tripura, Sikkim, 
Jharkhand and Bihar.

UGC Chairman Professor 
M. Jagadesh Kumar himself 
has discussed the subject of 
CUET with the Vice Chancel-
lors of various state level uni-
versities.

Not only state-level univer-
sities, but organisations like 
the Tata University of Social 

Science, Mumbai, and Guru-
kul Kangri, Haridwar, have 

also shown interest in being 
a part of CUET during discus-
sions with the UGC.

CUET was designed for ad-
mission to Undergraduate 
(UG) courses in 45 central uni-
versities. However, the Union 
Education Ministry wants to 
make it a pan-India entrance 
process for UG courses. UGC 
is in touch with all state and 
private universities and mi-
nority educational institu-
tions for this.

Initially, the Central Uni-
versities Common Entrance 

Test (CUCET) was conducted 
for admission in UG courses 
across 14 central universities. 
However, now the newly in-
troduced format of CUET is 
quite different from the old 
system.

Earlier, the medium of ex-
amination was only in Eng-
lish. But now it will be con-
ducted in 13 languages, which 
are English, Hindi, Marathi, 
Assamese, Bengali, Telugu, 
Kannada, Malayalam, Odia, 
Gujarati, Tamil, Punjabi and 
Urdu.

Delhi govt took kickbacks 
to liberalise liquor policy: 

Congress

CUET evolving on the lines of JEE, NEET with support outside central univs

Serene Beauty of Nature 
A Solo Exhibition of Water-
colour Landscapes by Dr. 
M.G. Makandar atJehangir 
Art Gallery Mumbai Deeply 
motivated by an intense 
urge from within to create 
artwork in water colours to 
reveal the beauty of nature 
in a realistic style, Dr. M.G. 
Makandar was very much 
obsessed by the hues of the 
simplicity of village life and 
its cultural vignettes in rural 

areas of our country. He was 
also overwhelmed by the 
omnipresent beauty of na-
ture and its numerous hues 
and grandeur in various 
seasons in a year at different 
places and regions. His keen 
observations, command 
over the medium and tech-
niques used and an eloquent 
visual language of expres-
sions together resulted into 
the present series of artwork 
that is not only picturesque 

and expressive but also elo-
quent and visually pleasant. 
It depicts small mud huts 
and houses of farmers and 
other working class in rural 
environments that produce 
the landscapic visual effect. 
He has displayed simple vil-
lage life and eternal beauty 
of nature at Hampi, Pattada-
kalla, Badami, Bijapur, Goa 
and many more places in his 
works. Exhibition Dated On 
10th to 16th May 2022.

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 
A Zero FIR of rape has been 
lodged with the Delhi Police 
against the son of a Rajasthan 
Minister for allegedly raping 
a 24-year-old woman of a 
different religion.

According to the 
information, the FIR was 
lodged against one Rohit, 
whose father Mahesh Joshi is a 
politician and a minister in the 
Rajasthan government.

The victim has alleged that 
Rohit has her obscene photos 

and videos which he recorded 
while she was unconscious.

“On 3 and 4 September 
2021, I came to Delhi for an 
interview, Rohit had already 
reached Delhi. He booked a 
room for me in Hotel Smart 
and showed us as husband-
wife. He promised me that 
he would marry me. After 
this he raped me on many 
occasions and filmed it. He 
had threatened me of dire 
consequences if I dared to spill 
the beans. He told me that he 

is getting a divorce from his 
wife and that he would marry 
me. On many occasions he 
thrashed me badly and forced 
me to dance. It was a huge 
trauma,” the victim has stated 
in the FIR accessed by IANS.

Meanwhile, the police also 
came to know that Rohit had 
made an affidavit in which 
the victim has stated that both 
are major and make physical 
relations on their own will. 
The source said this might 
have been done in his defence 

because Rohit knew one day 
the girl would approach the 
police. “I know Rohit and we 
both love each other. We have 
a physical relation. I know he is 
married, has a daughter, and is 
getting divorced. In future if we 
fight on any issue then we will 
not take legal action against 
each other,” read the affidavit 
of the victim accessed by IANS.

The Zero FIR has now been 
transferred to the Rajasthan 
Police for further necessary 
action.

Serene Beauty of NatureForeign Correspondent’s Club too gets eviction notice
New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 

After the Indian Women 
Press Corps (IWPC), the 
Foreign Correspondents’ 
Club (FCC) too has been 
served an eviction notice. 
The club has been asked to 
vacate the bungalow allotted 
to them by July 31. The FCC 
was recently at the centre of 

controversy for refusing to 
host an event connected to 
‘The Kashmir Files’ director 
Vivek Agnihotri.

The notice is dated May 
4, which is the same as the 
IWPC. The FCC occupies the 
bungalow No. AB 19, Mathura 
Road, New Delhi.

Munish Gupta of FCC said 

that they haven’t received the 
notice yet and will respond 
accordingly.

The Directorate of Estates 
under the Union Housing and 
Urban Affairs Ministry issued 
a notice to the IWPC, which 
says, “I am directed to convey 
by the principal approval 
of the competent authority 

for retention of government 
accommodation Bungalow 
No. 5, Windsor Place, allotted 
to Indian Women’s Press 
Corps, for a period up to 31 
July, 2022.”

It’s clear from the letter that 
no alternate accommodation 
will be provided to the IWPC 
by the government.

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 
The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) has started ques-
tioning Abhishek Jha, the 
husband of Jharkhand IAS 
officer Pooja Singhal, in 
connection with an illegal 
mining case.

The ED had on Saturday 
arrested Charted Accoun-
tant Suman Kumar, who 
works for the IAS officer 
and her husband. Kumar is 
in the custody of ED for five 
days. On Friday, the ED had 

recovered Rs 19.31 crore 
cash and a few incriminat-
ing documents from the 
premises of Kumar.

Kumar, came on the ra-
dar during the course of In-
vestigation. He also handles 
the accounts of Singhal’s 
husband.

The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) had on Friday 
morning conducted raids at 
more than 18 places -- Ran-
chi, Chandigarh, Faridabad, 
Gurugram, Noida, Mumbai, 

Kollata, Muzafarpur, Sa-
harsa, and in several parts 
of NCR, including Farid-
abad and Gurugram. The 

raids started early Friday 
and came to end at 8 p.m. 
The ED had also recorded 
the statements of the CA af-

ter seizing the whole cash. 
They had to take help of the 
bank officials and a curren-
cy counting machine.

“Hariom Tower of Ran-
chi’s Lalpur area, Farid-
abad and other places are 
being searched. We have 
recovered a few incriminat-
ing documents in the raid. 
Residents of senior gov-
ernment officials are being 
searched by the teams,” a 
source had said.

It is important to be not-
ed that Jharkhand Chief 
Minister Hemant Soren 
also hold the charge of the 
mining ministry.

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 
BJP leader Tajinder Pal 
Singh Bagga, who got pro-
tection from arrest by the 
Punjab and Haryana High 
Court till May 10, on Sun-
day said that he will not be 
afraid even if 1,000 cases 
are lodged against him.

Attacking Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, 
Bagga released a video say-
ing that “if Kejriwal thinks 
that he has the power and 
the police and he can fright-
en the BJP activists, then he 

should register 1,000 cases 
against them not just one.”

Bagga went on to say 
that “Kejriwal used Punjab 
ministers and AAP spokes-
persons against me which 
proves that they are afraid 
and cannot sleep properly.

“I thank the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court which 
proved that the country has 
rule of law. I also thank the 
Minorities Commission 
which has questioned the 
Punjab government on the 
issue of not letting me wear 

the turban. I believe that af-
ter the Minorities Commis-
sion’s notice, the guilty will 
be punished.”

Talking about the inci-
dent, Bagga said: “I had 
repeatedly told the Punjab 
Police that I cannot come 
out without a turban, let me 
wear it, but I was told that 
‘you will be allowed to do 
it in Punjab’. At the same 
time, a woman personnel of 
the Punjab Police had asked 
them to allow me to wear 
the turban but in vain.”

On the complaint of AAP 
leader Sunny Ahluwalia, 
the Punjab Police have reg-
istered a case against Bagga 
in connection with giving 
provocative speeches, pro-
moting hostility and crimi-

nal intimidation.
After Bagga’s arrest by 

the Punjab Police, his father 
Preetpal Singh Bagga had 
registered a case of kidnap-
ping against the Punjab Po-
lice.

Won’t be afraid even if 1,000 cases 
are registered against me: Bagga

Rajasthan Minister’s son booked in rape case in Delhi

ED questions IAS officer Pooja Singhal’s 
husband in Ranchi illegal mining case 
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New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 
With just two months to go 
for the Presidential polls, the 
Opposition camp has started 
its calculations. The common 
aim of all Opposition parties 
is to fight against the BJP by 
getting their candidate elected 
unanimously.

In a latest development, 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) is 
now engaged in discussions 
with other Opposition parties, 
leaving aside the Congress, on 
the possible strategy for the 
Presidential elections.

AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal 
recently met the leaders of 
Trinamool Congress and 
Telangana Rashtra Samithi 
(TRS) to discuss the poll 

strategy. It is noteworthy 
that Trinamool Congress 
supremo Mamata Banerjee 
had met Arvind Kejriwal in 
Delhi recently. According to 
sources, during the meeting, 
she offered to field a non-
Congress candidate for the 
Presidential elections.

According to Mamata 
Banerjee, regional parties 
such as the Samajwadi 
Party, Telangana Rashtra 
Samithi, Nationalist Congress 
Party and many others can 
support her candidate for the 
presidential polls. In the last 
Presidential elections, the 
Congress had fielded Meira 
Kumar as its candidate.

According to sources, there 

is a minimum possibility of 
disagreement between the 
Opposition parties if NCP chief 
Sharad Pawar agrees to be the 
candidate in the Presidential 
elections. Considering the 
political experience and 
stature of this veteran leader, 
AAP, Trinamool Congress 
and Congress, everyone is 
expected support Pawar.

At present, the AAP is in 
consultation with other 
parties to discuss the scenario 
which would emerge in case 
Pawar refuses to contest the 
polls.

Currently, the AAP is 
considered as the strongest 
rival to the Congress among 
the Opposition parties. It 

has not only defeated the 
Congress in Punjab, but is also 
preparing to face the grand 
old party in Haryana. On the 
other hand, it is well-known 
that the Trinamool does not 
want to support the Congress 

candidate in the Presidential 
elections.

However, on this issue, 
AAP leader Sanjay Singh said, 
“Nothing can be said right 
now. We will finalise the 
strategy before the elections. 

Right now, I will only say that 
the Opposition will give a 
strong fight.”

The term of President Ram 
Nath Kovind will end on July 
24. Just months before the 
Presidential polls, the results 
of the Assembly elections 
in Uttar Pradesh, Goa, 
Uttarakhand and Manipur 
gave a big relief to the BJP. 
However, the Punjab results 
provided a good margin to 
the AAP. It is noteworthy 
that the total vote value of 
the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha 
and legislative Assemblies for 
the Presidential elections is 
10,98,903. At present, the BJP 
and its allies have more than 
5.36 lakh vote value. The BJP 

may have to take the help 
of its allies as well as parties 
like YSRCP and BJD for about 
6,000 to 8,000 vote value. The 
vote value for the MPs and 
MLAs for the Presidential 
elections has been fixed on 
the basis of the 1971 census. 
The vote value of the MLAs of 
every state varies due to the 
population there. Whereas the 
vote value of each Lok Sabha 
and Rajya Sabha member is 
fixed at 708. Due to the largest 
population of Uttar Pradesh, 
the value of its MLAs is the 
highest. On the other hand, 
the AAP will benefit from its 
victory in Punjab -- which 
helped the party increase its 
tally in the Rajya Sabha as well.

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 
Gauhati High Court’s Chief 
Justice, Justice Sudhanshu 
Dhulia and Gujarat High 
Court judge, Justice Jamshed 
B. Pardiwala, who have been 
elevated to the Supreme 
Court, will be sworn in by 
Chief Justice of India N.V. 
Ramana on Monday.

On Saturday, the Central 
government notified their 
appointment as judges to the 

apex court - two days after 
the Supreme Court Collegium 
recommended their elevation.

After their appointment, the 
Supreme Court will function 
with a full sanctioned strength 
of 34 judges -- after a gap of 30 
months.

The Supreme Court 
collegium is headed by 
Chief Justice N.V. Ramana 
and comprises Justices 
U.U. Lalit, A.M. Khanwilkar, 

D.Y. Chandrachud, and L. 
Nageswara Rao.

In August 2021, the 
collegium had cleared a 
record nine names for 
appointments in the top 
court, which included Justice 
B.V. Nagarathna -- from the 
Karnataka high court -- who 
will become the country’s first 
woman Chief Justice in 2027.

The swearing-in ceremony 
will be held in the newly-built 

auditorium of the additional 
building complex of the 
Supreme Court on Monday 
morning. Chief Justice 
Ramana would be creating a 
record by administering oath 
of office to 11 Supreme Court 
judges during his term.

The elevation of Justice 
Dhulia makes him the second 
judge to be elevated to the top 
court from the Uttarakhand 
High Court, and he is he 

sibling of national award-
winning film director and 
actor Tigmanshu Dhulia.

Hailing from Madanpur, 
a remote village located in 
Pauri Garhwal district of 
Uttarakhand, he is an alumni 
of Sainik School, Lucknow, 
and completed his graduation 
and law degree from the 
Allahabad university.

A second generation legal 
professional, Justice Dhulia 

joined the Bar at Allahabad 
High Court in 1986 and shifted 
to his home state Uttarakhand 
on its formation in 2000.

He was the first Chief 
Standing Counsel in the 
Uttarakhand High Court 
and was later appointed 
an Additional Advocate 
General for Uttarakhand. He 
was designated as a senior 
advocate in 2004 and was 
elevated as the judge of 
Uttarakhand High Court in 
November 2008. Later, he 

became the Chief Justice of 
the High Court of Assam, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, and 
Arunachal Pradesh on January 
10, 2021. Justice Pardiwala 
was born on August 12, 1965, 
in Mumbai. He completed 
his schooling from St. Joseph 
Convent school in his home 
town Valsad in south Gujarat. 
He graduated from the J.P. 
Arts College, Valsad, and 
received a law degree from 
the K.M. Mulji Law College, 
Valsad, in 1988.

AAP joining Trinamool to push for Pawar as joint Oppn candidate?

Two SC judges to take oath of office on Monday

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 
Amid all the speculations and 
names doing the rounds for 
its Presidential nominee, the 
BJP may nominate a candidate 
either belonging to the Other 
Backward Class (OBC) or a 
woman to win their support in 
the run-up to the 2024 general 
elections. 

The OBC and women are 
the largest constituents of the 
country’s population.

A lot of theories like a 
candidate from Schedule Tribe 
(ST), Schedule Caste (SC) or 
from south India are playing in 
the political circles, and by all 
probability, the BJP-led NDA 
will nominate a candidate 
with an eye on the 2024 
Parliamentary elections.

Amid the demand of caste-
based Census, political parties 
know that OBC constitutes over 
40 per cent of the country’s 
total population, while women 
account for nearly half of 
India’s population.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has on several occasions 
said that women are the new 
votebank of the BJP.

BJP sources said that the 
party might nominate either 
an OBC or a woman for the 

post of President or go for a 
woman OBC candidate.

“Lots of names are doing the 
rounds and every name has its 
own weight, but it is important 
to consolidate OBC and 
women votes by nominating 
a Presidential candidate from 
among them,” the sources 
said. A party insider said that 
among all the social equations, 
a Presidential candidate from 
the SC community is unlikely 
as current President Ram 
Nath Kovind belongs to the 
community.

“It is most unlikely that a 
leader from the SC community 
will be given a chance this 
time. Among all, the OBC and 
women are most preferred 
right now for Presidential 
candidate,” he said.

The OBCs are a major force 
in all the states, from Uttar 
Pradesh to Maharashtra. 
In the recent Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly elections, despite 
the exit of some OBC leaders 
from the party, BJP received 
overwhelming support from 
the community.

A senior party functionary 
told IANS that almost all 
the parties, including BJP’s 
alliance partner JD-U.

BJP will name candidate 
with an eye on 2024 

general elections
New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 

A video of Tabrez Khan, an 
accused held in connection 
with the Jahangirpuri violence 
by the Crime Branch of the 
Delhi Police, has surfaced 
in which he can be seen 
addressing a press meet and 
asking the police to remove 
the force from the area.

This is being regarded as a 
failure of the Delhi Police as 
a criminal involved in the riot 
was seen addressing a press 
meet with the senior police 
officials.

In a few videos and photos, 
accessed by IANS, Tabrez 
could be seen participating 
in the ‘Tiranga Yatra’ along 
with Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (DCP) North West, 

Usha Rangnani. Interestingly, 
it was Khan who had written 
a letter to the Delhi Police, 
accessed by IANS, to carry 
out the ‘Tiranga Yatra’. Soon 
after the photos and videos 
of Tabrez with the police 
official surfaced, the police 
said that a meeting of the 
Aman Committee was called 
in which a number of people 
had gathered at that time and 
Khan could be one of them.

Clarifying their stand on 
this, the police on Sunday 
said in a note, “News is being 
circulated in the media that 
one accused named Tabrez 
Alam has been arrested by 
crime branch Delhi Police in 
connection with riot case of 
16/04/22 of PS Jahangirpuri.

“It is further being 
circulated that said Tabrez 
was one of the members of 
peace Aman Committee of 
PS Jahangirpuri and one of 
the organisers of Tiranga 
Yatra that was carried out in 
Jahangirpuri area on April 
20, to send a message of 
communal harmony and 
peace. In this regard, it is 
clarified that after riots in 
Jahangirpuri, police had a 
prime and a very focused 
role of establishing peace 
and order in the area, during 
which a large number of 
people of all communities 
were co-opted to appeal to 
people to maintain peace and 
communal harmony.

“Anyone from the area 

who approached the local 
police with the same idea was 
associated with the Aman 
Committee as a confidence-
building measure with the 
community. Investigation 
is independent from law 
and order and if the role 
of anyone is established 
during investigation, the 
same is dealt with as per 
law irrespective of the fact 
whether he has helped the 
local police in establishing 

peace and harmony post riots 
in the area or otherwise.”

Despite the clarification, 
the pictures of Khan with 
the police and that too 
soon after the violence has 
raised questions as to how 
the police’s intelligence 
department failed to identify 
the accused at that time.

Khan was arrested on 
Saturday along with two 
others -- Zaheer Khan alias 
Jalil and Anabul alias Sheikh.

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 
To increase the vote-share, 
the Congress has decided to 
focus on increasing its social 
base and reach out to the 
groups which have not found 
place in the party apparatus, 
sources have said.

Each state has been told to 
focus on sub-castes and give 
more representation to them 
in the party.

The BJP in Uttar Pradesh 

has successfully withered 
away non Jatav from the 
BSP, which is helping them 
immensely in their vote 
base. Taking cue from this 
the party wants to similarly 
increase its social base in 
each state, add more people 
and expand its vote share 
which has been on decline 
since 2014.

The special focus will be 
in Uttar Pradesh where the 

party managed to win only 
two seats and the vote share 
declined to around two per 
cent. Uttar Pradesh is the 
biggest state in terms of Lok 
Sabha seats which sends 
80 MPs. The Congress has 
only one seat in 2019 and 
now it hopes to rope in the 
leaders from BSP, who have 
lost hope in their party, a 
congress leader said.

The Congress sub-groups 

have been finalising their 
reports to be discussed 
in the Congress working 
committee (CWC) meeting 
ahead of the ‘Chintan shivir 
(brainstorming session’). 
The party is keen to give 
more representation to the 
Scheduled Caste and other 
marginalised communities 
in the organisation.

The party is gearing up for 
its three-day Chintan Shivir 

in Rajasthan’s Udaipur that 
begins on May 13. Party 
president Sonia Gandhi has 
sought a draft report from 
the sub-committees on 
Monday ahead of the CWC 
meet which will formalise its 
agenda. The party will also 
focus on how to take like-
minded parties on board 
and start the consultation 
process just after the Chintan 
Shivir.

Jahangirpuri riot accused held press 
meet with police, video surfaces

Cong to focus on social base expansion in ‘Chintan Shivir’

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 
The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on Sunday interrogated 
IAS Pooja Singhal’s CA Suman 
Kumar, in connection with 
a money laundering case 
pertaining to illegal mining in 
Jharkhand’s Ranchi.

After being in ED custody 
for five days, he was placed 
under arrest on Saturday.

The ED had on Friday 
recovered Rs 19.31 crore and a 
few incriminating documents 
from the CA’s premises.

Kumar, who also handles 
the accounts of Singhal’s 
husband, came on the 
radar during the course of 
Investigation. The ED had 
conducted raids at more than 
18 places on Friday.

The raids were conducted 

at Ranchi, Chandigarh, 
Faridabad, Gurugram, 
Noida, Mumbai, Kollata, 
Mujjafarpur, Saharsa, and in 
several parts of NCR including 
Faridabad and Gurugram.

The ED had also recorded 
the ststements of the CA 
after seizing the whole cash. 
They had to take help of 
bank officials and a currency 
counting machine.

ED interrogates IAS’s CA in 
Ranchi illegal mining case New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 

Rajasthan will become a 
political hotspot in the 
ongoing month as the 
country’s two biggest parties - 
the BJP and the Congress - are 
scheduled to hold meetings 
in the desert state with a view 
to the upcoming Assembly 
elections. While the Congress 
is scheduled to hold a two-day 
Chintan Shivir from May 13-
15 in Udaipur to discuss how 
to improve its prospects, the 
BJP, will on May 20-21, hold 
a meeting of national office 
bearers in Jaipur to strengthen 
the organisation and prepare 
for the upcoming elections in 
the state. Both parties will also 
formulate strategies for the 
Assembly elections in nine 
states to be held in 2022 and 
2023.

Sensing the BJP high 

command’s desire, BJP 
national Vice President 
and former Rajasthan 
Chief Minister Vasundhara 
Raje has started efforts for 
reconciliation.

Though Raje’s and party 
high command’s up and 
down relationship is well-
known, for the past month 
and a half, she has been trying 
to improve the ties.

In this time, she has met 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah, BJP national 
President J.P. Nadda, and 
Union Minister and former 
party chief Nitin Gadkari and 
to present her point of view.

On March 24, Raje met 
the Prime Minister, Gadkari, 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman and Rajasthan 
BJP in-charge Arun Singh.

Raje, who had gone to 
Dehradun for attending the 
oath-taking ceremony of the 
Uttarakhand Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami, met 
Amit Shah at airport.

On March 29, she met 
Nadda in the national capital.

Now the question arises 
that whether Raje’s efforts 
bore fruit? What is the BJP 
high command thinking 
about Rajasthan. Will BJP 
fight the polls announcing a 
Chief Ministerial candidate 
or under the collective 
leadership. Talking to IANS, 
a senior BJP leader said 
currently, the party will try 
to root out factionalism 
prevalent in the state unit. 
That’s why on April 19, Nadda 
had advised party workers 
to fight unitedly against the 
Ashok Gehlot-led Congress 

government. The meeting 
that lasted for around four 
hours and 45 minutes at 
Nadda’s place was attended 
by national General Secretary, 
Organisation, B.L. Santosh, 
Arun Singh, Raje, party state 
President Satish Poonia, 
Union Ministers Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat, and Arjun 
Ram Meghwal (both hailing 
from the state), state General 
Secretary, Organisation, 
Chandrashekhar, Leader 
of Opposition in Assembly 
Gulabchand Kataria, among 
other top leaders.

How important is Rajasthan 
for the BJP can be gauged from 
the fact that the before the 
May 20-21 meet of the party, 
Nadda will visit the state for 
two days from May 10.

Amit Shah will be visiting 
tribal areas of the state this 

month while Arun Singh will 
be on a seven-day visit to the 
state.

Asked about the party’s 
strategy, the leader told IANS 
that Raje had served as Chief 
Minister and there is no doubt 
that, she is a strong BJP leader 
and that is why the party 
has given her the important 
responsibility but as far 
as chief ministerial face is 
concerned, it depends on the 
political situation of the state 
concerned.

It is being said that most of 
the leaders in the saffron party 
are of the view that the polls 
be fought under collective 
leadership. However, for 
the final decision and 
announcement of the BJP on 
a chief ministerial face will 
have to wait till the poll dates 
get closer.

Before deciding on Raje, BJP high command to restore order in Raj unit
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AIADMK opposes Anna university’s decision to 
hike fee for duplicate marksheets, certificates

Chennai, May 8 (IANS) AIAD-
MK leader and former Chief 
Minister of Tamil Nadu, Pan-
neerselvam (OPS) has opposed 
the decision of Anna University 
to hike the fee for getting du-

plicate certificates and mark-
sheets.

In a statement on Sunday, 
the AIADMK leader urged Chief 
Minister of Tamil Nadu, M.K. 
Stalin to consider Anna Univer-

sity’s decision to hike the fee.
The former Chief Minister 

pointed out that Anna Univer-
sity has increased the fee for 
getting duplicate marklists by 
10 times from Rs 300 to Rs 3,000 
from May 1 onwards.

The fee for getting a duplicate 
degree certificate is increased 
from Rs 3,000 to Rs 5,000 and 
to get it a second time the fee is 
hiked from Rs 5,000 to Rs 10,000.

OPS in the statement said, 
“It is well known that most of 
the students are from poor and 
middle-class backgrounds and 
that they are continuing their 

higher education with bank 
loans. It is not acceptable that 
an additional burden is inflicted 
on students who are struggling 
to pay their fees.”

The former Chief Minister said 
that there are media reports that 
following his intervention the 
hike in fees in Bharathidasan 
university was withdrawn.

He said that such high fee 
hikes are probably the most 
important achievements of the 
one year old DMK government 
and said that the AIADMK will 
relentlessly take up the issues of 
the common people.

Navneet Rana again targets 
CM Thackeray, vows to uproot 

BMC’s ‘Lanka of Corruption’

IMD predicts hotter days for TN due 
to cyclonic storm

Mumbai, May 8 (IANS) Af-
ter her stint in jail and hospi-
tal, independent MP Navneet 
Kaur-Rana on Sunday targeted 
Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Uddhav Thackeray, daring him 
to get “directly elected by the 
people”.

Navneet, 36, challenged 
Thackeray to contest and 
win any seat of his choice in 
the state as she would stand 

against him in the upcoming 
elections.

She also announced plans 
to campaign for the ensuing 
BrihanMumbai Municipal Cor-
poration elections and uproot 
what she alleged was the ‘Lan-
ka of corruption’ built by the 
Shiv Sena which is ruling it for 
over two decades.

“If chanting Hanuman Chal-
isa is a crime, then why only 14 
days, I am ready to go to jail for 

14 years,” declared Navneet, 
who stepped out on bail after 
12 days in jail and had to be 
admitted to a private hospital 
for treatment, where the BJP’s 
Leader of Opposition Deven-
dra Fadnavis called on her on 
Saturday evening.

Navneet was referring to 
the arrest of her husband and 
herself on April 23 after they 
planned to go to the private 
residence of Thackeray in Ban-

dra east and recite Hanuman 
Chalisa.

Though the Court had barred 
her from speaking to the me-
dia, she told mediapersons that 
she was allegedly ill-treated by 
the authorities at the Byculla 
Women Jail, forced to lie on a 
mat on the floor, and slammed 
the Sena and its leaders.

Referring to Sena MP and 
Chief Spokesperson Sanjay 
Raut, Navneet warned: “That 
‘Popat’ (parrot) said in Nagpur 
that he would bury me 20 feet 
undergrounda Wait and see, 
with the Lanka of corruption 
they have erected in the BMC, 
the people of Mumbai and Ma-
harashtra will dump them 20 
feet below the earth.”

Chennai, May 8 (IANS) 
Tamil Nadu seems to be 
poised for hotter days af-
ter the cyclonic storm as 
the weather system will 
induce north-westerly 
winds blocking the sea 
breeze, said Indian Me-
teorological Department 
(IMD).

The IMD added that this 
will depend on the path of 
the cyclonic storm brew-
ing in the Bay of Bengal.

According to the Depart-
ment, Chennai and ad-
joining districts will have 
temperature above 40 de-
grees Celsius in the next 
couple of days.

The IMD in a statement 
on Saturday said the well-
marked low-pressure area 
over the south-east Bay of 
Bengal and adjoining the 
Andaman sea has concen-
trated into a depression.

This depression, accord-
ing to the IMD will inten-
sify into a cyclonic storm 
over the east-central Bay 
of Bengal on Sunday and 

move towards Andhra 
Pradesh and Odisha coast 
by Monday morning 
bringing in heavy rains.

While Tamil Nadu may 
not benefit from the rains, 
the temperature is likely to 

shoot up by 2 to 3 degrees 
Celsius for the next few 
days. A senior IMD official 
while speaking to IANS on 
Sunday, said: “The wind 
system may not benefit 
Tamil Nadu as rains but 

the temperature is likely 
to shoot up by 2-3 de-
grees Celsius and dry heat 
will accumulate. There is 
likely to be a spike in tem-
perature for the next few 
days.”

K’taka sets up Commission to 
study political representation of 
Backward Classes in local bodies

TN government revokes ban on 
carrying seer in palanquin

No suspense: How 
Kerala will vote is a 

foregone conclusion

Choice of candidates to sway votes of TN parties

Bengaluru, May 8 (IANS) 
The Karnataka government 
has constituted a Commis-
sion to conduct a study on 
suitable political represen-
tation for Backward Class-
es in local bodies.

The Commission is 
headed by retired Justice 
Bhaktavatsala while retired 
IAS officer CR Chikmath 
has been appointed as the 

member. The Commission 
has been constituted fol-
lowing a Supreme Court 
direction in a case related 
to ensuring suitable rep-
resentation for backward 
classes in Panchayat Raj 
Institutions and Urban Lo-
cal Bodies.

The issue was discussed 
at the all party meetings 
held on March 23 and 31 

after which it was decided 
to hold the elections to 
these democratic institu-
tions only after making 
provision for reservation 
for these communities.

The Commission would 
make suitable recommen-
dations after studying the 
political backwardness of 
backward classes in these 
democratic institutions.

Chennai, May 8 (IANS) 
The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment, amid stiff opposition 
from various Hindu groups 
and ‘mutts’, has revoked the 
ban on ‘Pattina Pravesam’ of 
the Dharmapuram Adheen-
am, or the practice of carry-
ing the seer in a palanquin 
by his disciples, to be held 
on May 22.

Seers of various mutts 
across Tamil Nadu including 
the Dharmapuram Adheen-

am had held a meeting with 
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin 
at the Secretariat on Satur-
day night and asked him to 
revoke the ban on ‘Pattina 
Pravesam.

Myladuthurai RDO, L. Ba-
laji, citing human rights vio-
lations in carrying the pontiff 
of the mutt on a palanquin, 
banned the practice lead-
ing to a major outcry from 
across the state and outside.

The Dharmapuram Ad-

heenam had taken a position 
that the disciples were not 
engaged in any human rights 
violation, saying that the dis-
ciples carry the seer on their 
own and after the necessary 
penance.

BJP state President K. An-
namalai has said that he 
would personally be part of 
the team to carry the seer in 
the palanquin if the Tamil 
Nadu government goes 
ahead with the ban.

Bengaluru, May 8 (IANS) Officials of 
166 district and taluka government hos-
pitals across Karnataka, have been in-
structed to conduct a fire safety audit of 
their premises and receive an NOC from 
the State Fire and Emergency Service, an 
official statement said on Sunday.

The circular by Health Commissioner 
also said that the hospitals will be grant-
ed Rs 50,000 each under Rashtriya Aaro-
gya Abhiyan.

The development comes in the wake 
of Karnataka Health Minister K. Sudha-
kar’s instruction to his department on 

Sunday. The move was quickly initiated 
by Sudhakar after Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, in a video conference recently 
with Chief Ministers, suggested conduct 
of a fire safety audit as incidents of fire 
accidents had increased due to summer 
heat.

Out of the 166 hospitals that have 
been instructed to conduct the audit, 
there are 16 district hospitals and 150 
taluk hospitals. The hospital officials 
have been given a deadline of May 21 
to submit an action taken report, an of-
ficial said.

Chennai, May 8 (IANS) The 
stance of major political parties 
in Tamil Nadu with regard to the 
ensuing Presidential elections 
mainly depends on the can-
didates fielded by BJP and the 
Congress, said politicians and 
analysts.

However, the decision of the 
ruling DMK in the state will be 
keenly watched with analysts 
and politicians saying that the 
party would slowly move to-
wards the BJP.

Political leaders and analysts 
told IANS that it is a bit early to 
estimate the way the two major 
parties in the state - DMK and 
the AIADMK - would decide in 
relation to the Presidential poll.

So, whom would the BJP field?
“The BJP’s candidate could be 

a Muslim or a tribal person. If it 

is a Muslim, then the candidate 
could also be progressive Mus-
lim woman,” Political analyst 
Raveendhran Dhuraiswamy told 
IANS.

According to him, such a move 
can bring good dividends for 
BJP in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls. 
Further it would also break the 
Yadav-Muslim nexus.

On the other hand, to gain 
tribal vote share, the BJP could 
field a person from the tribal 
community as its candidate 
for the Presidential elections. 
The party has a good presence 
in other caste segments, Dh-
uraiswamy added.

“In these two situations, all 
the Dravidian parties including 
AIADMK and DMK will extend 
their support on the plank of 
secularism, social justice and 

also extend other supportive ar-
guments,” he said.

This situation arises if Con-
gress fields a candidate from a 
different segment.

“As regards DMK, a support to 
BJP candidate will give the for-
mer a chance to lower its anti-
centre stance,” Dhuraiswamy 
said.

On the other hand, the DMK 
and its allies will go with the 
Congress candidate if it fields a 
candidate who matches the BJP 
candidate’s profile, Dhuraiswa-
my added.

Responding to Dhuraiswa-
my’s hypothesis a senior DMK 
leader preferring anonymity 
told IANS: “We may not vote at 
all if the Congress doesn’t field a 
candidate.”

On the other hand, if the BJP 

fields a candidate from Tamil 
Nadu or a Muslim or a Tribal, 
then the party will discuss and 
decide accordingly, the leader 
added.

According to him, even a tacit 
understanding with BJP will 
backfire on DMK.

“The party is yet to deliber-
ate on the Presidential election 
now. For us, the 2024 general 
election is important,” the DMK 
leader said.

Similarly, a senior AIADMK 
leader preferring anonymity 
told IANS: “As on date, the party 
would vote for BJP candidate.”

Queried about BJP going away 
from the AIADMK alliance in the 
recently-concluded local body 
polls he said: “We have good 
relationship with the BJP’s na-
tional leadership.”

Thiruvananthapuram, May 8 
(IANS) The election to the office 
of President is likely to be held in 
the last week of July, and there is 
no suspense on how Kerala will 
vote as it will be against the can-
didate fielded by the NDA.

In Kerala, the Left with 99 seats 
is ruling the state while the op-
position UDF led by Congress 
has 40 seats in the 140- member 
assembly. One seat has fallen va-
cant after the death of Congress 
legislator P.T. Thomas and the 
by-lection to the Thrikkakara 
seat which he represented is to 
take place on May 31.

The Left parties have categori-
cally said that the main agenda 
of the 23rd party Congress is to 
bring down the BJP government 
led by Narendra Modi at the Cen-
tre. This is a clear indicator that 
the party will all out oppose the 
candidate put up by the NDA for 
the presidential elections.

CPM and CPI - the two main 
parties of the Left front in Kerala 
- have clearly stated that they will 
oppose the candidate put up by 
the BJP-led NDA but the party is 
yet to take a final decision as to 
how it would vote in the election.

With the BJP or the NDA not 
having any legislators from Kera-
la, the vote for the candidate put 
by the BJP led NDA in the presi-
dential election will be zero.

Senior leader of the CPM and 
special invitee of party Central 
Committee, S. Ramachandran 
Pillai told IANS, “The CPM is 

a political party that is stiffly 
against the BJP. We will be taking 
a stand for the president election 
according to our policies. How-
ever, the party has to take a de-
cision on the same office in the 
days to come.”

The senior leader, however, 
said that the party committees 
have to finalise the decision. He 
did not comment on whether the 
party will be voting along with 
the Congress from Kerala.

While the CPM and the Con-
gress are jointly opposing the BJP 
at the Centre, in Kerala, the two 
are opposed to each other and 
hence the CPM and the Left par-
ties will have to tread a cautious 
line while voting in the presiden-
tial elections.

Senior CPI leader Annie Raja 
told IANS, “The party central 
secretariat is meeting on May 12 
and after that, we will take a call 
on this.”

The Congress party in Kerala 
is of the opinion that the strat-
egy regarding the election to the 
President post will be decided 
only after the Congress Working 
Committee meeting.

Former state president of the 
Kerala unit of the Congress party, 
Mullappally Ramachandran told 
IANS, “The Congress is the main 
opposition party to the BJP at the 
Centre and as far as the presi-
dential election is concerned, the 
election will be held in July last 
probably and hence the party has 
time for that.

K’taka to conduct fire safety audit 
in 166 govt hospitals
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Shah to embark on 2-day 
Assam visit

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah will embark on a two-day 
visit to Assam on Monday. On 
Monday morning, he will visit 
the Mankachar Border Outpost 
where he will have discussions 
with BSF officials and also re-
view the security situation.

He will deliver a speech at 
the foundation laying event of 
BSF’s Central Workshop and 
Store and also launch Khadi 
and village industries products 
at the Central Armed Police 
Forces canteens.

Later in the day, the Union 
Minister will deliver a speech 
at inauguration of Census Of-
fice (through physical mode) 
and inauguration of Sasha-

tra Seema Bal (SSB) Build-
ings through virtual mode in 
Amigaon, Guwahati. Shah will 
also inaugurate the Super Spe-
ciality Hospital and National 
Forensic Sciences University 
in Guwahati in the evening. On 
Tuesday, he will attend the cer-
emonial parade of the Assam 

Police and address the person-
nel. Later, he will interact and 
have lunch with Assam Police 
officers and personnel. Around 
1.30 p.m, Shah will address a 
public meeting in Khanapara 
on the occasion of comple-
tion of one year of the Himanta 
Biswa Sarma government.

YOGI ORDERS SPEEDY COMPLETION 
OF WATER PROJECTS

Lucknow, May 8 (IANS) 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on 
Sunday ordered speedy 
completion of projects un-
der Jal Jeevan Mission in a 
time-bound manner.

While inspecting the 
progress of Kachnoda Dam 
Project in Lalitpur, the Chief 
Minister directed the con-
cerned officials to complete 
the water projects within 
the stipulated time to ben-
efit the needy. He also or-
dered frequent review exer-
cises to expedite the pace of 
ongoing projects.

The Yogi government has 
been working in a planned 

and phased manner to 
address the concerns of 
the water-scarce regions. 
Through effective imple-
mentation of Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion at grassroots level, the 
state government is work-

ing to conserve groundwa-
ter and is also working to-
wards construction of new 
ponds, wells, and dams 
throughout the state. With 
completion of Kachnoda 
Dam project at a cost of 

about Rs 174.97 crore by the 
month of October, nearly 
1,45,324 people will directly 
get benefits. The length of 
the proposed pipeline of 
this dam is nearly 564 km, 
which will benefit about 62 
revenue villages.

After inspecting the dam 
project, the Chief Minister 
also held a review meeting 
with the officials regarding 
the development works be-
ing done in the district. He 
also took stock of the Gu-
lara, Bacholi and Tilaitha 
government water supply 
schemes of Jhansi. Under 
this project, 114 villages will 
directly benefit. 

Intensify 
attack on AAP 
govt: Nadda to 

Delhi BJP

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) The 
BJP chief J.P. Nadda has asked 
the party unit in the national 
capital to intensify attacks on 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) gov-
ernment. Nadda held a meeting 
with the Delhi BJP leaders on 
Saturday in which he was also 
briefed about the Punjab Police 
action against party youth wing 
national secretary Tajinder Pal 
Singh Bagga. Sources said that 
national vice president and 
Delhi in-charge Baijayant Jay 
Panda, party state unit presi-
dent Adesh Gupta and state 
general secretary (organisation) 
Siddharthan were present in the 
meeting with party chief Nadda.

Sources said that discussion 
took place about the organ-
isational functioning in Delhi, 
Bagga and working of the Ke-
jriwal government. “Delhi BJP 
leaders briefed party chief 
Nadda about the current politi-
cal development in the city and 
the Bagga incident and the way 
the party handled the situation. 
A detailed discussion was also 
held about the functioning of 
the organisation in the national 
capital and upcoming future or-
ganisational programmes were 
also discussed,” sources said. It 
is learnt that Nadda asked the 
party leaders to intensify attacks 
against the misgovernance of 
the Kejriwal government.

All eyes on Patnaik as BJP 
looks to close wafer thin gap

Bhubaneswar, May 8 
(IANS) With the new Presi-
dent of India due to be 
elected in July this year, all 
eyes are on Biju Janata Dal 
(BJD) president and Odisha 
Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik, who alone can ensure 
a smooth victory for the BJP-
led NDA candidate. Current-
ly, the Opposition parties 
collectively have a 51.1 per 
cent share of the Electoral 
College while the BJP and its 
alliance partners have 48.9 
per cent. The NDA needs 
only 1.2 per cent to cross the 
halfway mark.

With 21 MPs (12 in the 
Lok Sabha and nine in the 
Rajya Sabha) and 113 MLAs 
in the Odisha Assembly, the 
BJD has 3.22 per cent of the 
votes. So, the BJD is going 
to play a crucial role during 
the presidential election. 
The BJD is yet to disclose its 
stand on the election for the 
top position in India. It will 
take a decision after the dec-
laration of the candidates for 
the election.“We are main-
taining equidistant from 
both the NDA and UPA. Our 
party president has already 
made it clear the decision 
will be based on the merit of 
the presidential candidate,” 
BJD spokesperson Lenin 
Mohanty told IANS.

Though the ruling party 
in Odisha has not disclosed 
its cards, it had supported 
non-UPA candidates during 

the last two elections held 
in 2017 and 2012. During the 
last presidential poll in 2017, 
Patnaik had supported NDA 
candidate Ram Nath Kovind 
after receiving a call from 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. At that time, the BJD 
president had stated that the 
office of the President of In-
dia is above political consid-
erations and the BJD wanted 

to keep it above politics.
Similarly, Patnaik was the 

first to propose the name 
of PA Sangma for the presi-
dential election held in 
2012 against UPA nominee 
Pranab Mukherjee. In Sep-
tember 2020, he had sup-
ported NDA candidate Har-
ivansh Narayan Singh in the 
election for the post of dep-
uty chairman of the Rajya 

Sabha. Besides, the Naveen 
Patnaik-led BJD has ex-
tended its direct or indirect 
support to the Modi gov-
ernment during the passage 
of several important Bills 
in Parliament. The BJD had 
also supported BJP nominee 
Ashwini Vaishnaw for his el-
evation to the Rajya Sabha. 
Vaishnaw is now serving as a 
cabinet minister in the Modi 
government.Local political 
analysts feel that Naveen 
Patnaik is very likely to sup-
port the NDA candidate in 
the presidential poll as he 
supported the Centre dur-
ing several crucial times in 
the past few years. “Naveen 
Patnaik is very approachable 
for the BJP in comparison to 
other non-UPA regional par-
ties. So, the BJP may first ap-
proach Naveen, who is also 
very likely to extend his sup-
port to the central party for 
the presidential poll,” said 
senior journalist Rabi Das. 
It seems that there is some 
understanding between the 
BJD and the BJP. Though 
Naveen has a good relation-
ship with other regional 
party leaders like Mamata 
Banerjee and M.K. Stalin, he 
never attended the anti-BJP 
political meetings called by 
them, Das said. On the other 
hand, he said, the BJP’s top 
leaders are also not attack-
ing the BJD government like 
they do the West Bengal gov-
ernment.

Why Anusuiya Uike’s name is 
doing the rounds as possible 

presidential candidate
Bhopal/Raipur, May 8 

(IANS) As the tenure of the 
country’s 14th President 
Ram Nath Kovind is end-
ing in July, many names for 
presidential candidates are 
doing the rounds. One such 
name is Anusiya Uike, who 
is the Chhattisgarh Governor 
and a tribal leader.

Born in Rohana Kala vil-
lage in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Chhindwara district, Anusui-
ya has seen many ups and 
downs in life. Right from 
school, she was interested in 
social and political activities.

Anusuiya has tried dif-
ferent levels to work for the 
uplift of the tribals. She is a 
post-graduate in economics 
and worked as a lecturer in 
the university. At that time, 
she entered politics.

In 1985, she was elected to 
the Madhya Pradesh Legisla-
tive Assembly from Damua 
and after that there was no 
looking back.

In 2006, she became a 
member of the Rajya Sabha. 
She served as Minister for 
Women and Child Develop-
ment in Arjun Singh’s Cabi-
net in MP and as a member 
of various commissions at 
the national level. She took 
many steps for the uplift 
of the tribals. She was con-
ferred the ‘Jagruk (vigilant) 

MLA’ award and also the 
Bhim Rao Ambedkar fel-
lowship. According to tribal 
representative Gulzaar Singh 
Markam, Anusuiya has 
worked for the uplift of the 
tribals and that is the reason 
that the people of the com-
munity respect her.

Whenever she got an op-
portunity to work for the 
tribals, she neither hesitated, 
nor stepped back. Her work 
for the tribals can be under-
stood from the fact that for 
the empowerment of the 
women of the tribal commu-

nity, she visited more than 80 
districts in 22 states, made a 
report and submitted it to 
then Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee.

Political analyst Girija 
Shankar says that the “presi-
dential post may be consti-
tutional but the process for 
the presidential election is 
political. That is the reason 
that names are decided on 
the basis of political compul-
sions.” “Abdul Kalam Azad 
was made the President due 
to political compulsion. The 
same was the case when 

Ram Nath Kovind was elect-
ed President and if Anusuiya 
Uike’s name will be suggest-
ed, it will also be only due to 
that,” he said. Elaborating 
further, Girija Shankar said 
that the “political scenario in 
our country is like if a large 
community is not connected 
with the stream of develop-
ment, then symbolically a 
person from the community 
is given a plum post to show 
that work has been done for 
the development of the com-
munity, but actually things 
are different.”

V-P calls for renewed thrust to 
implementing reforms in police

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 
Vice President M. Venkaiah 
Naidu on Sunday emphasised 
that a progressive, modern 
India must have a police force 
which meets the democratic 
aspirations of the people and 
called for a renewed thrust to 
implementing reforms in the 
police forces.

Addressing a gathering after 
releasing the book titled ‘The 
Struggle for Police Reforms in 
India’ written by former IPS 
officer Prakash Singh, the Vice 
President stressed the need to 
upgrade the skills of police-
men to effectively tackle the 
21st century crimes such as 
cybercrimes and economic of-
fences which require special 
investigative expertise due to 

their sophisticated and often 
transboundary nature.

The Vice President high-

lighted issues that need to be 
addressed on a war footing, 
including filling up of the huge 

number of vacancies in the po-
lice departments and strength-
ening the police infrastructure 
in tune with the requirements 
of modern age policing.

Stressing that the behav-
iour of policemen towards 
the common man should be 
courteous and friendly, the 
Vice President said, “A visit 
to a police station should be 
a hassle-free experience for a 
person who goes there seek-
ing help. The first thing to 
reform for this is the attitude 
of the police - they must be 
open-minded, sensitive and 
receptive to each individual 
citizen’s concerns.”

Noting that police reforms is 
a highly important and sensi-
tive subject, the Vice President 

said that although there have 
been various attempts at intro-
ducing reforms over the years, 
progress has not been made to 
the desired extent.

He called for a political will 
in the states to properly imple-
ment the reforms, according to 
the Supreme Court guidelines. 
Naidu said that over the years 
following Independence, the 
police force was perceived to 
be increasingly politicised with 
significant erosion in values 
and practices.

“Instead of being seen as a 
people-friendly force, it was 
seen as being elitist and pow-
er-friendly,” he observed.

Referring to the instances of 
misuse of police force during 
the infamous Emergency, Nai-

du said that it was used with 
impunity to suppress human 
rights and imprison thousands 
of people, including all the po-
litical opponents of the ruling 
dispensation.

He also appreciated the 
Prime Minister’s call for mak-
ing the police a SMART force 
--standing for a force which is 
Strict and Sensitive, Modern 
and Mobile, Alert and Account-
able, Reliable and Responsive, 
Tech-savvy and Trained. Call-
ing for reforms in all walks of 
public life, including politics, 
legislatures and judiciary, 
Naidu stressed the need for 
speedy disposal of criminal 
cases against politicians and 
civil servants to retain people’s 
trust in the system.
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The signifi cant struc-
tural changes recent-
ly introduced in the 

functioning of the Defence 
Ministry and in the Armed 
Forces Headquarters were 
evident in a recent three-day 
conference in Bengaluru, at 
the Headquarters of the Air 
Force’s Training Command.

The conference was held to 
mark the 50th year of the 1971 
India-Pakistan confl ict, and 
the birth of Bangladesh. The 
event was inaugurated by De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh. 
The main speakers were Chief 
of Defence Staff Gen Bipin 
Rawat and Defence Secretary 
Ajay Kumar.

It is evident that the three 
Services — Army, Navy and 
Air Force — are now func-
tioning in a more integrated 
and institutionalised struc-
ture, where responsibilities 
and powers are well defi ned, 
and structurally integrated. 
This has been a crucial de-
velopment, as the earlier de-
fence structure, developed 
in the colonial times, needed 
substantive changes to meet 
the strategic imperatives of 
the 21st century.

Rajnath Singh asserted 
that the 1971 War was not 
fought for conquest, or terri-
tory. ‘The congruence of our 
politico-military thought and 
actions led to the birth of a 
new nation (Bangladesh) in 
Asia, ending injustice and 
atrocities.’ He added: ‘It was 
the synergy and cooperation 
between the three Services 
and the government that en-
sured our country’s success 
in such a huge campaign.The 
congruence of our country’s 

politico-military thoughts 
gave birth to a new nation in 
Asia, defeating exploitation 
and injustice, and proving 
once again that where there 
is righteousness, there is vic-
tory.’ Shunning scoring a po-
litical point, he paid tribute 
to the armed forces, and the 
country’s political leadership 
in 1971.

While there were refer-
ences to Pakistan, the focus 
of attention was primarily on 
the challenges now posed by 
an aggressive and assertive 
China.General Rawat, who is 
also Secretary, Department 
of Military Affairs, referred to 
the ‘grey zone warfare’, which 
covered Pakistan’s resort to 
terrorism.

The emphasis presently 
is, however, on the security 
threats posed by China.A 
worrisome development for 
India is China’s technologi-
cal advancement in the cyber 
and space domains. Aggres-
sive posturing will remain a 

cornerstone of China’s ex-
pansionist policy, which we 
have to be wary about, Gen-
eral Rawat noted.

A comprehensive account 
of challenges posed by China 
came from Defence Secre-
tary Ajay Kumar. He said: ‘We 
cannot ignore what China has 
aimed for itself. It wants to be 
merely a regional power no 
more, but aims to be a world-
class military power by 2049. 
It has increased capabilities 
in land, space and cyber do-
mains in the last decade, es-
pecially in electro-magnetic 
spectrum and drones, among 
other things.’

Presentations by former 
military officials and dip-
lomats, who included Lt 
Gen Ata Hasnain (retd) and 
this writer, which followed 
the views expressed by the 
minister and serving offi-
cials, were largely focused 
on China’s role in the In-
do-Pacific, including in the 
subcontinent. They also fo-

cused substantive attention 
on China’s role in Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, and across the 
Indian Ocean.

It was clear that China has 
adopted a long-term policy 
of ‘strategic containment’ of 
India, backed by its unprec-
edented long-term role in 
assisting Pakistan to develop 
and deploy nuclear weapons 
and ballistic missiles capable 
of hitting targets ranging 
from New Delhi to the An-
daman and Nicobar Islands. 
China has also followed a 
policy of backing political 
parties and individuals in 
India’s neighbouring South 
Asian countries, who are to 
be used to undermine rela-
tions with India.

India is strategically lo-
cated and is in a position to 
exercise maritime infl uence 
across the sea lanes of the 
Indian Ocean, from the oil-
rich Straits of Hormuz to the 
Straits of Malacca, through 
which 36 million barrels of oil 
traverse daily. This maritime 
route accounts for 64% of 
global oil trade. China’s ma-
jor worries about Quad arise 
from the grouping’s ability to 
control the fl ows of its vital 
energy needs through the In-
dian Ocean.

India and its Quad part-
ners need to concentrate on 
expanding cooperation in 
a coordinated manner with 
key organisations like the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
and ASEAN. China is seen 
as an acquisitive power 
that has maritime and land 
boundary disputes with 

no less than 16 countries 
across the Indo-Pacific Re-
gion. Moreover, China’s 
policies have also been 
aimed at becoming the 
pre-eminent power across 
South Asia, whether in Ne-
pal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, 
the Maldives, or Bhutan, 
located at India’s doorstep. 
Beijing conducts its policies 
in South Asia and beyond, 
in close cooperation and 
coordination with its part-
ners in Rawalpindi.

While Pakistan will seek to 
not permit SAARC to play any 
constructive role in South 
Asia, India needs to activate 
groupings like BIMSTEC, 
which includes its Southeast 
Asian neighbours, to pro-
mote regional connectivity 
within South Asia and with its 
ASEAN partners.

According to plans drawn 
up two decades ago, South 
Asia should now have been a 
thriving, economically inte-
grated region that has sadly, 
not happened, primarily be-
cause Pakistan constantly 
undermined moves for great-
er economic integration in 
South Asia.

Pakistan, meanwhile, be-
lieves that its interests are 
better served by increasing 
linkages and economic in-
tegration with Afghanistan, 
and in Central Asia. That is 
easier said than done. In-
dia has, in the past, demon-
strated the importance of its 
close relations with Iran, the 
Gulf Arab countries, and Ta-
jikistan in Central Asia, even 
as its relations with Russia 
remain on a fi rm footing.
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TAKING STOCK OF SECURITY

TAILOR TAX REGIME FOR SOCIO ECONOMIC CHANGE

COVID PREVENTION & CURE

Taliban faces clear and present 
dangers in Afghanistan

Among all the heads of 
state that made head-
lines at the COP26 ne-

gotiations in Glasgow, chanc-
es are you wouldn’t have been 
told what the Prime Minister 
of Barbados, Mia Mottley, 
said in her eight-minute ad-
dress.The mainline media 
didn’t talk of it, and what she 
said was uncomfortable for 
big business as well as for the 
global leadership to even ac-
knowledge. Each line of her 
powerful address brought out 
the bitter truth that the world 
tries so hard to push under 
the carpet.

Mia Mottley talked of quan-
titative easing, an instrument 
of monetary policy that has 
remained outside the pur-
view of TV discussions, and 
in fact is not even deliber-
ated much in the economics 
classrooms. As an economic 
expression, it means buying 
bonds to lower the interest 
rates on savings and loans, 
but in simple terms, it means 
printing surplus money.

She talked of $25 trillion 
of surplus money printed by 
central banks of the wealthy 
countries in the past 13 years: 
“Had we used those $25 tril-
lion to purchase bonds to fi -
nance the energy transition, 
of how we eat, of how we 
move around in transport, 
we would have today reached 
that 1.5 degree limit that is 

so vital to us,” she stated.As 
I had explained in one of my 
earlier articles (The Tribune, 
May 22, 2021), $9 trillion of 
surplus money that the cen-
tral banks had printed in 2020 
alone had actually gone into 
the pockets of the rich via the 
fi nancial markets.

While the wealth of the 
super-rich increased by a 
whopping $5 trillion to $13 
trillion during the pandemic, 
imagine how gigantic the $25 
trillion quantitative easing 
booster dose must have been 
for the soaring wealth of the 
ultra-rich.

Nevertheless, if the surplus 
money was instead routed to 
provide for the global climate 
fi nance requirement of $100 
billion a year that the Paris 
Agreement had promised for, 
the world would have been a 
much safer place to live. As 
the Barbados Prime Minister 
had worked out, quantitative 
easing could have been easily 
utilised to create a $500 bil-
lion fund, which would hard-
ly be 2 per cent of the surplus 
money printed.

In fact, if I were to add an-
other $100 billion that is re-
quired to fi ght extreme global 
poverty, a fraction of the sur-
plus money that is printed, 
could have been more than 
suffi cient to make the world 
move towards a utopian 
stage where poverty becomes 

history, where no one sleeps 
hungry, and where the world 
gets over the nightmare of 
an impending climate catas-
trophe.The massive amounts 
of quantitative easing drives 
growth, economists would 
say, but what is not told 
is whose growth. Why the 
same instruments cannot be 
suitably transformed to en-
sure that quantitative easing 
works for the people and the 
planet? That’s a question that 
economic thought leaders 
as well as G-7 leadership has 
conveniently ducked.

Not only quantitative eas-
ing, the rich are routinely 
provided with economic 
stimulus, bailouts and tax 
cuts besides other incentives. 
In the US, effective corporate 
income tax has come down 
from 50 per cent in 1950 to 13 
per cent in 2020.

In India, corporate tax has 
been lowered from 30 per 
cent to 22 per cent, and the 
demand is to bring it still 
further down. Not investing 
the amount saved in creating 
employment, these tax cuts 
have often helped companies 
to buy back shares. In last 
fi ve years, Indian companies 
have gone in for stock buy-
back to the tune of Rs 2 lakh 
crore.The rich don’t become 
ultra-rich because they did 
something extraordinary but 
it is simply because macro-

economic policies are so de-
signed to help transfer wealth 
to them. So much so that in 
America, the top 1 per cent 
holds 15 times more wealth 
than the bottom 50 per cent. 
In India, the top 1 per cent 
holds four times more wealth 
than the bottom 70 per cent. 
Despite this generosity, the 
top 1 per cent globally has 
safely hidden an estimated 
$7.6 trillion in tax havens.

At a time when 55 corpora-
tions in the US haven’t paid 
any tax, US President Joe 
Biden has publicly accepted 
the implicit bias in the tax re-
gime. In a tweet last week, he 
wrote: “Those at the top have 
gotten a free ride — at the ex-
pense of the middle class — 
for far too long.

My Build Back Better 
Framework will make the 
super-wealthy and big cor-
porations pay their fair share, 
and then invest that money in 
the middle class.” The Build 
Back Better Programme is the 
$3.5 trillion package that he 
recently unveiled to reduce 
poverty, expand healthcare 
and address the crisis ema-
nating from climate aberra-
tions.Considering that at a 
time when wealth inequality 
is increasing, and corporate 
tax is being systematically 
lowered, what Joe Biden 
says makes terrifi c economic 
sense. It is well known that 

billionaires’ wealth increased 
by a whopping 70 per cent 
during the pandemic. To 
give you an idea, the wealth 
of America’s billionaires in-
creased by $2.1 trillion in 
the fi rst 19 months of the 
pandemic, of which Tesla 
CEO Elon Musk’s wealth sur-
passed $209 billion, and for-
mer co-founder of Amazon 
Jeff Bezos is now worth $192 
billion. But they didn’t pay 
their share of taxes. As per

ProPublica, an investigative 
website, Musk didn’t pay any 
tax in 2018 and Bezos didn’t 
pay in 2007 and 2011. Reports 
also show that the top 400 
richest in the US paid a lower 
tax than an average American 
worker.This brings me back to 
the question that Mia Mottley 
had raised. After all, adequate 
public fi nance and invest-
ment is required to secure the 
future economic and social 
well-being of people.

Decades of corporate tax 
avoidance, austerity and eco-
nomic liberalisation have 
brought the world to a stage 
where it is awash with money, 
but the tragedy is that much 
of it is locked in corporate safe 
vaults. The bigger challenge, 
therefore, is how to reform the 
tax regime to make the super-
rich pay, and redesign eco-
nomic policies that work for 
people and the planet.
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Adequate public fi nance and investment are required to secure the future economic and social well-being of people. Decades 
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money, but much of it is locked in corporate safe vaults.. . By Devinder Sharma

Bengaluru conference focuses on challenges posed 
by aggressive China. By G Parthasarathy

Almost three months after the Taliban’s dra-
matic victory over the Afghan government and 
the US-led Nato forces that were propping it up, 
the situation in Afghanistan remains tenuous at 
best. Government forces melted away at aston-
ishing speed, leaving the Taliban fully in control 
of the entire country.

Initially, it looked like peace had suddenly 
been established, especially in the countryside, 
which bore the worst of the -year war be-
tween the Taliban on one side, and the Ameri-
cans and their allied Afghan government on 
the other. There were no more drones and F-

s in the skies, and no more roadside bombs.
The Taliban suddenly found itself governing a 
medium sized country with  districts and  
million people. To say the least, it is fi nding this 
a challenge.

The group faces two clear and present dan-
gers. The fi rst is the fanatical Afghan branch 
of Daesh that has carried out multiple, horrifi c 
bombings, and the second is the economic situ-
ation that has pushed millions onto the verge of 
starvation. The fi rst danger, from the perspec-
tive of the Taliban, is almost existential.

The group faces two clear and present dan-
gers. The fi rst is the fanatical Afghan branch 
of Daesh that has carried out multiple, horrifi c 
bombings, and the second is the economic situ-
ation that has pushed millions onto the verge of 
starvation. The fi rst danger, from the perspec-
tive of the Taliban, is almost existential.

The group has staked its claim to rule the coun-
try on the basis of providing foolproof security. 
That assertion is being blatantly challenged by 
the ultra-violent Daesh affi  liate in Afghanistan, 
known as Deash-Khorasan. The group is so ex-
treme that it considers the Taliban moderate. It 
has killed hundreds of Afghans civilians, minori-
ties, Taliban troops  in indiscriminate attacks at 
the airport, in markets and at Shiite mosques.

For its part, despite not having access to 
the sophisticated signals intelligence the Nato 
forces used against Daesh, the Taliban has 
launched an overt and covert war against the 
group, arresting hundreds and killing dozens. 
Taliban leaders keep assuring the world that it is 
only a matter of time before their destroy Daesh 
in Afghanistan once and for all. However, the 
fact that Daesh continues to mount large scale 
bombings makes the Taliban claims ring hollow.

On the economic front, things as just as dire. 
Unemployment is skyrocketing and by next 
month, more than half of the country’s popula-
tion will face acute hunger. The IMF has sus-
pended aid to Afghanistan, and the Taliban has 
been denied access to Afghanistan’s $  billion 
in reserves, mostly held in the United States.

This situation is untenable and the interna-
tional community cannot abandon the people of 
Afghanistan, no matter what its issues might be 
with those who are in charge of the country now 
and if the Taliban are to have any hope of ruling 
Afghanistan and making the country liveable for 
its people, they need to do all that is needed to 
solve these two issues.

INDIA-MADE vaccine Co-
vaxin has, fi nally, been 
okayed by the WHO. The 

UK has cleared the Merck-
made anti-viral pill for the 
treatment of Covid-19. A 
testimony to the scientists’ 
acumen, the two develop-
ments mark the latest signifi -
cant milestones in the fi ght 
against the deadly pandemic.

The momentous approvals 
have been much awaited, for 
they hold the hope of untan-
gling many a knot besieging 
the world ever since Covid 
broke out exactly two years 
ago — in November 2019 — 
quickly engulfi ng the planet 
and causing unprecedented 
health and socio-economic 
upheavals.As far as preven-
tion goes, Bharat Biotech’s 
Covaxin becoming the sev-

enth vaccine to get WHO rec-
ognition for emergency use 
listing comes as a huge relief 
as foreign travel curbs on In-

dians injected with its doses 
(over 120 million shots ad-
ministered so far) would ease. 
Notably, no more quarantine 

upon arrival abroad for them, 
nor the need for other ap-
proved jabs for NRI students 
to attend offl ine classes.India 
gets a proud space among 
the select few countries mak-
ing and exporting Covid vac-
cines as the approval clears 
the hurdles and scepticism 
that have beset Bharat Bio-
tech till now. To meet the im-
minent sharp rise in demand 
globally, the pharmaceutical 
major will need to boost pro-
duction.Regarding cure, the 
Covid-weary world would be 
closely following Britain’s use 
of a drug — molnupiravir — 
to treat adult patients having 
at least one risk factor for de-
veloping severe disease.To be 
taken at home on the doctor’s 

advice, if the pill succeeds 
in easing the symptoms and 
hospitalisation of mild Co-
vid (as trials show), it holds 
a groundbreaking, easy-on-
the-purse promise.More so, 
since Merck has, commend-
ably, agreed to allow all other 
fi rms to make its drug in a bid 
to enable poorer countries 
get equal access, even as the 
rich nations have placed bulk 
orders. With the wait for vac-
cination for millions of un-
derprivileged nations being 
very long, molnupiravir could 
well be the answer to their 
ills. Pending review, time will 
tell if it proves effective or 
goes the way of some other 
drugs, like remdesivir, that 
were eventually taken off the 
Covid treatment protocol.

IANS
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The harsh realities facing Lebanon as it approaches a moment of truth

It is time for Biden to pull the plug on Vienna talks

By Hafed Al-Ghwell
Nearly three years of politi-

cal, economic and social con-
flagrations in Lebanon have 
upended life in what was once 
the “Paris of the Middle East,” 
transforming a land of promise 
into an encyclopedia of state 
failures.

At fault for this is a failed po-
litical system designed to seek 
out consensus among confes-
sional elites, eschewing com-
petence and expertise to se-
cure tenuous compromises in 
a region that historically has 
struggled with democratiza-
tion.

In the absence of any com-
petent leadership, Lebanon’s 
economy is teetering on the 
verge of total collapse as vari-
ous sectors continue to experi-
ence deeper and more serious 
deficits, exacerbated by a cur-
rency in free fall, flawed poli-
cies, inflation and a misguided 
ruling elite, to list but a few.

The imminent collapse has 
already precipitated a multi-
sector deterioration, as indi-
cated by unprecedented levels 
of unemployment, poverty and 
crime, increasing the prospects 
of frayed social relations and 
an imminent, irreversible de-
cline.

Beyond the dizzying list of 
political and socioeconomic 
woes, the country’s relation-
ships with regional Arab states, 
which are central to its political 
and economic stability, remain 
weak, further undermined by 
an out-of-touch elite and the 
deliberate depression they 
have caused.

A window of opportunity will 
open up two weeks from now 
when Lebanon conducts a long 
overdue parliamentary elec-
tion that could reinvigorate 
attempts at renewing its demo-
cratic institutions.

Both domestic and external 
actors insist on the necessity of 
these elections proceeding with-
out a hitch, given that external 
economic assistance is riding 
on it. Most Lebanese are betting 
on the prospect of the upcom-
ing polls bringing newcomers 
into a parliament known more 
for squabbling than solving 

the country’s intractable woes. 
What awaits any fresh crop of 
leaders is a troubled landscape 
that will demand unprecedent-
ed efforts to create and nourish 
a new political dynamic and a 
social contract to help counter a 
notorious culture of corruption, 
impunity and lack of account-
ability.

Aspiring lawmakers should 
not underestimate the difficult 
task that lies ahead, which in-
volves more than just cleaning 
up the mess of the past two 
years. For Lebanon to success-
fully reemerge, there must be 
a full reckoning with the de-
cades-long malfeasance that 
reached an inflection point 
nearly nine years ago.

The deteriorating political 
situation since 2020 contin-
ues to contribute to Lebanon’s 
catalog of crises. First, politi-
cians bickered over the forma-
tion of a caretaker government, 
followed by a suspension of 
Cabinet-level proceedings and 
more bickering afterwards. 
Without competent leadership, 
Lebanon simply went further 
adrift, with much of the result-
ing socioeconomic pressure 
falling on households.

Close to 80 percent of Leba-
nese households now subsist 
below the poverty line, com-
pared with 28 percent globally, 
and nearly half are living below 
the extreme poverty line, a fig-
ure four times the global aver-

age. Overall, the nation’s econ-
omy has contracted by more 
than 60 percent in two years, 
one of the sharpest declines 
in per capita gross domestic 
product in the world.

Prior to Lebanon’s default in 
early 2020, the country was liv-
ing way beyond its means, hav-
ing created a cumulative deficit 
of $82 billion since 2014. Worse 
yet, misguided policies that 
sought to maintain currency 
stability and rein in inflation 
wiped out billions in foreign 
currency reserves while fund-
ing unproductive priorities. 
Coupled with the state’s failure 
to highlight productive sectors 
and infrastructure needs, and 
an illogical public sector wage 
increase, it was only a matter 
of time before this fiscal and 
monetary house of cards col-
lapsed.

What was once the ‘Paris of 
the Middle East’ is now an en-
cyclopedia of state failures. 

Lebanon’s central bank is 
currently burning through its 
remaining foreign currency re-
serves of about $12 billion at a 
rate of $500 million a month — 
and this is after some subsidies 
were lifted. It is a startling but 
predictable situation in which 
the ruling elite have grown ac-
customed to merely taping up 
the leaks, while causing new 
leaks to spring up elsewhere.

There is simply no appetite 
to underwrite a comprehen-

sive restructuring of Lebanon’s 
banking sector or to introduce 
serious reforms, implement 
new policies and legislate ra-
tional “fixes” to put the belea-
guered country firmly on track 
to recovery.

Unsurprisingly, Lebanon’s 
capacity to inject fresh foreign 
currency into the economy is 
shrinking in real time and in 
scope as those in power con-
tinue to delay structural re-
forms. Much of that hesitancy, 
or unwillingness, stems from 
the fact that the current mal-
aise actually benefits at least 
three known stakeholders: The 
government, borrowers, and 
traders.

The decline in the market 
value of Lebanese debt, for 
instance, has reduced pub-
lic debt from $92 billion to 
$10 billion, while borrowers 
only need to pay back about 
$15 billion despite borrowing 
nearly $40 billion prior to the 
collapse. Meanwhile, traders 
have continued to benefit from 
generous subsidy schemes that 
hamper domestic productivity, 
drive up imports and increase 
the external deficit.

All of this has not come with-
out cost and the ramifications 
are well documented, even as 
they worsen with each passing 
day. For example, the banking 
sector, which had become the 
main anchor of economic ac-
tivity in Lebanon over three de-

cades, is hobbled by the deteri-
orating conditions. Apart from 
the local and international 
concern surrounding the fate 
of about $85 billion in foreign 
currency and consumer depos-
its, bank assets have shrunk by 
$40 billion, resulting in a cu-
mulative $5 billion of sector-
wide losses since 2019.

Even as most of the world 
is experiencing some positive 
growth after pandemic-in-
duced contractions, Lebanon’s 
economy remains trapped in a 
contractionary spiral. There is 
very little appetite for invest-
ment and the catastrophic de-
cline in real household incomes 
has decreased consumption 
considerably. The government 
cannot afford expansionary in-
terventions to create some mo-
mentum in the shrinking econ-
omy, given fiscal consolidation 
requirements and the corollary 
restrictions resulting from aus-
terity measures.

Any potential solutions must 
be credible and fall in line with 
the International Monetary 
Fund’s recommendations, 
which include appointing or 
empowering a watchdog to su-
pervise the implementation of 
reforms and ensure that such 
a vital, long-delayed interven-
tion is not corrupted by malign 
politicking.

Should Lebanon succeed at 
this, it could be the beginning 
of an overdue turnaround and 
help to boost its lagging econ-
omy by about 5 percent, driven 
by private consumption, rising 
foreign currency inflows and 
renewed investments.

Absent an agreement, the 
Lebanese economy is project-
ed to contract yet again, which 
would make it the longest con-
traction in recorded history. 
The cost of delay will also bal-
loon to astronomical levels, 
since the expected financial 
sector losses are nearly $70 bil-
lion.

Had the government moved 
swiftly and decisively to deal 
with the crisis two years ago, 
expected losses could have 
been held under $31 billion, a 
figure that amounts to roughly 
a quarter of Lebanon’s remain-

ing foreign currency deposits.
Going forward, the situation 

in the country could go one of 
two ways. The first is a “soft 
landing” that would come from 
a comprehensive agreement 
with the IMF, followed soon 
after by capital controls and 
budget laws ahead of structural 
reforms with maximum over-
sight, inclusivity, transparency 
and accountability. If managed 
properly, it would unlock a 
tide of international financial 
assistance and help Lebanon 
halt its free fall into economic 
oblivion.

Alternatively, a “hard land-
ing” in which IMF-mandated 
programs, reforms and agree-
ments fail to materialize would 
result in the Lebanese pound 
plummeting irreversibly. The 
only resort would be to print 
more money, causing hyper-
inflation while unmanaged 
external deficits wipe out what 
remains of the country’s for-
eign reserves.

Of paramount importance is 
a restructuring of the banking 
sector to bolster Lebanon’s fi-
nancial standing, governance 
and proof of resilience. What 
concerns most observers, and 
even some stakeholders, is 
the sheer size of the financial 
sector, which is roughly three 
times larger than Lebanon’s 
GDP. This indicates an over-
crowded sector that is bigger 
than the country needs to ad-
equately finance a productive 
economy.

Beyond banking sector re-
forms, Lebanon also needs 
comprehensive macroeco-
nomic and financial stabiliza-
tion, including a restructuring 
of public debt and the shrink-
ing of a bloated, inefficient 
public sector.

The government must also 
initiate inclusive, bottom-up 
and top-down, expansion-
ary reforms to unleash the 
untapped potential and op-
portunities in the domestic 
economy. The country will also 
need sustainable social safety-
net programs to reduce socio-
economic pressures on over-
burned Lebanese households.
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By Luke Coffey
When Joe Biden campaigned 

for the presidency in 2020, he did 
so mainly on a domestic agenda. 
Getting the US economy back on 
track and tackling the pandemic 
were top priorities. Currently, 
US inflation is at 8.5 percent and 
this week it was announced that 
1 million Americans have now 
died from COVID-19. It is not 
surprising that Biden’s approval 
ratings hover around all-time 
lows.

On the foreign policy front, 
the White House has done ev-
erything possible to avoid major 
geopolitical confrontations so 
it can try to remain focused on 
its domestic agenda. However, 
as the crisis in Afghanistan last 
year and the war in Ukraine this 
year demonstrate, the president 
of the US must be prepared for 
any global eventuality.

While Biden was not elected 
on the basis of his foreign policy 
agenda, he did campaign very 
strongly on one foreign policy is-
sue: Reentering a nuclear agree-
ment with Iran.

When Biden entered office 
in January 2021, he inherited 
President Donald Trump’s 
“maximum pressure campaign” 
against Tehran. The US enjoyed 
strong trust with its partners and 
allies across the Middle East. 

This was most evident with the 
success of the Abraham Accords. 
And after a US drone strike killed 
Qassem Soleimani in January 
2020, the Iranians started to 
tread more carefully throughout 
the region.

Now, 16 months into the Biden 
administration, Iran’s aggres-
sion across the region remains 
unchecked. Like the Obama ad-
ministration did leading up to 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action, the Biden administration 
has shown a willingness to turn 
a blind eye to Iranian activity in 
the hopes of securing a new nu-
clear deal with Tehran.

However, the White House fac-
es three major challenges when 
it comes to securing a new deal, 
and all stem from a lack of trust.

The first is that Biden is not 
trusted by US partners in the 
Middle East. Considering ev-
erything that is going on in the 
region — from Tehran’s nuclear 
program, the wars in Syria and 
Yemen, Iran’s cavalier behavior 
in the Gulf, and Iranian-spon-
sored drone and ballistic mis-
sile strikes against Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE — it is extraordi-
nary that Biden has yet to visit 
the Middle East. In fact, he is the 
first US leader not to have visited 
the Middle East in their first year 
of office in two decades.

As long as the White House 
wants a deal with Iran more than 
Iran wants a deal with the White 
House, do not expect any prog-
ress to be made in the negotia-
tions.  Biden has not only failed 
to visit the region, but also rarely 
picks up the phone to call his 
Israeli and Arab counterparts. 
Considering the geopolitical 
stakes are so high in the Middle 
East, this is a dereliction of duty 
coming from the Oval Office.

Consequently, regional lead-
ers are wondering if they can 
trust the White House to help 
bring stability and security to 
the region, or if they should be 
hedging their bets by engaging 
more with other global powers, 
such as China and Russia. Any 
deal that is cooked up between 
the US and Iran will be immedi-
ately viewed with skepticism due 
to this lack of trust in the White 
House.

The second hurdle is that Rus-
sia cannot be trusted when it 
comes to the nuclear talks in 
Vienna. Moscow has played an 
important role in the process 
since the beginning. Since the 
original Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action was negotiated 
and agreed in 2015, Russia has 
backed Iran by providing diplo-
matic top cover for Tehran, both 
at the UN Security Council and 

through the P5+1 negotiation 
framework. In many ways Russia 
is America’s main interlocutor 
in the Vienna indirect talks with 
Iran today. This is where matters 
get tricky for the US. With rela-
tions between Washington and 
Moscow at an all-time low after 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine, 
it is almost inconceivable that 
the talks, at least in their current 
format, will continue to take 
place.

The final challenge is that 
the US Congress is losing trust 
in Biden. When Barack Obama 
agreed to the JCPOA there was 
significant criticism, by both 
Democrats and Republicans, in 
Congress. There was also criti-
cism of the fact that the agree-
ment with Iran was not sub-

mitted to the US Senate to be 
ratified by a treaty in accordance 
with the US Constitution.

Last week the Senate once 
again revealed its concerns 
about ongoing talks with Iran, 
passing a resolution 86-12 call-
ing on the Biden administration 
to maintain sanctions on Iran’s 
central bank no matter what the 
outcome of the talks in Vienna. 
The Senate also voted 62-33 to 
maintain the terrorist designa-
tion on the Islamic Revolution-
ary Guards Corps, the latter vote 
in response to news reports that 
the White House was consider-
ing removing the IGRC from the 
terrorist list as a sweetener to 
jumpstart the stalled talks in Vi-
enna. Both votes passed with bi-
partisan support, and both were 

considered snubs to the White 
House.

The Iranians know that the 
Biden administration is desper-
ate for a deal. In recent months 
Iran has continued to fool the 
White House by suggesting that 
a new agreement is imminent, 
without following through with 
specific plans.

As long as the White House 
wants a deal with Iran more than 
Iran wants a deal with the White 
House, do not expect any prog-
ress to be made in the negotia-
tions. The writing is on the wall 
in Vienna. It is time for Biden to 
pull the plug on the talks, and re-
store trust and confidence with 
Washington’s Arab and Israeli 
allies and partners in the region.
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Algeria has ‘great potential’ for 
hydrogen production: Minister

Algiers, May 8 (IANS) Algerian Energy and Mining Minister 
Mohamed Arkab said that the North African country has “great 
potential” to become a regional hub of hydrogen production.

“Preliminary information shows Algeria has great potential, 
allowing it to play a prominent regional role in this (hydrogen) 
field, through its vast resources of solar energy and extensive 
and integrated networks for the transmission of electricity,” 
Arkab said.

In addition to a large electricity network, Algeria boasts stor-
age, distribution and transportation infrastructure for natural 
gas and geographical proximity to European markets, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

Last year, the Algerian government established a working 
group to better define its vision for hydrogen development.

Energy-rich Algeria, whose economy has relied heavily on oil 
and gas exports, is seeking energy transition, as the country aims 
to generate 15,000 megawatts of electricity through solar energy 
by 2035 given its 2,000 to 3,900 hours of annual sunshine time.

Phosphate is another natural resource Algeria is trying to tap 
to diversify its income sources.

Never would have agreed to US de-
mands of military bases in Pak: Imran

Islamabad, May 8 (IANS) Former Pakistan Prime Minister 
Imran Khan reiterated that during his time in power he would 
“never have agreed” to any US demands of being given military 
bases in the country in the aftermath of Washington’s with-
drawal from neighbouring Afghanistan.

Khan, who was voted out of the top office last month via a no-
confidence movement which he alleges was masterminded by 
the US through the help of local players over his pursuance of 
an independent foreign policy, made these remarks while ad-
dressing overseas Pakistanis in a video message, Dawn news 
reported. He said that the US wanted bases in Pakistan in order 
to “conduct (counter attacks) from here in case if there were any 
terrorism in Afghanistan”. something he said he found “abso-
lutely unacceptable”.

Khan said Pakistan had already lost 80,000 lives in the US-led 
‘war on terror’ and still its sacrifices were never appreciated, 
with many US politicians blaming it instead.

“First they blamed us, then they didn’t appreciate us, our 
country and tribal areas were destroyed and now (they) are 
again asking for bases. I would have never agreed to this and the 
problems (between us) started from there.”

Khan, in an interview in June 2021, had categorically said 
that Pakistan would “absolutely not” allow any bases and use 
of its territory to the US for any sort of action inside Afghanistan, 
Dawn reported.

His latest comments were similar to the ones he made in a 
recent podcast where he said that the US was “asking for bases 
here to stop international terrorism in Afghanistan”.

Tunisian PM underlines importance 
of reforming public institutions

Tunis, May 8 (IANS) Tunisian Prime Minister Najla Bouden 
Romdhane said the government will not privatise strategic pub-
lic institutions because they play a crucial role in the implemen-
tation of the country’s economic and social policies.

In her speech, Romdhane stressed the importance of re-
forming these public institutions through implementing a re-
structuring program and putting in place a legal and regulatory 
framework to increase their competitiveness, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

Despite the country was facing a difficult situation when the 
current government took office, the government administra-
tion has so far made positive accomplishments, according to 
the Prime Minister.

She said her country has managed to pay back its internation-
al and domestic debts, pay the wages on time, and supply its cit-
izens with basic food products while fighting against smuggling.

According to her, the civil service reform “will be based on the 
digitalisation and modernization of the administration, as well 
as good human resource management and the development of 
the payroll system”.

The Prime Minister also vowed to improve the country’s 
working environment by creating more opportunities and 
boosting creativity and innovation.

Iran accuses Afghanistan of 
trafficking wheat

Kabul, May 8 (IANS) Afghanistans Ministry of Agriculture, Ir-
rigation and Livestock has denied Tehrans claim that Kabul traf-
ficked wheat from Iran.

The Ministry said Afghanistan imports its wheat and flour 
from the Central Asia states and that there is no need to traffic 
the wheat from Iran, reports TOLO News.

A Ministry spokesman, Musbahuddin Mostayeen, said that 
Afghanistan imports the wheat legally from the Central Asian 
countries. “There is no need for us to bring wheat from a neigh-
bouring country. We import it legally to the country,” he said.

According to the Iranian media, Mohammad Ghorbani, Dep-
uty Ministry of Agricultural Jihad for Economic and Planning Af-
fairs of Iran. expressed concerns over the trafficking of wheat to 
neighbouring countries.

“Every year, there is wheat trafficking, it means it is being traf-
ficked to the neighbouring countries through various paths. The 
price of each sack of wheat is 38,000 (Iranian toman) but it is 
sold for 800,000 toman along the borders,” he said.

Russia will destroy NATO coun-
tries in half an hour in case of 
nuclear war: Roscosmos chief

11 Egyptian troops killed in 
Sinai clashes

Spanish woman dead in 
Havana hotel explosion

New Zealand reports 1st 
Omicron BA.5 variant

Japan’s nuke water 
dumping to endanger 
marine life: Activist

Brazil’s ex-President Lula 
launches poll campaign

Moscow, May 8 (IANS) 
The chief of Russia’s 
space agency, Roscos-
mos, Dmitry Rogozin, 
said that Russia would 
destroy NATO countries 
in the event of a nuclear 
war in half an hour, so he 
urged them not to allow 
such a scenario.

“In a nuclear war, 
NATO countries will be 
destroyed by us in half an 
hour. But we must not al-
low it,” Rogozin wrote on 
Telegram, RT reported.

According to him, the 
consequences of the ex-
change of nuclear strikes 

will certainly affect the 
state of the Earth.

Rogozin also noted 
that the NATO countries 
are waging a war against 
Russia, although not de-
clared.

Earlier, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin 
warned outside forces 
against interfering in the 
Ukrainian conflict, prom-
ising a “lightning-speed” 
response to such actions, 
with the use of Moscow’s 
most advanced weaponry.

“If someone decides to 
intervene in the ongoing 
events from the outside 

and create unacceptable 
strategic threats to us, 
they should know that 
our response to those 
oncoming blows will be 
swift, lightning-fast,” Pu-
tin said in an address to 
lawmakers in April end, 
RT reported.

“We have all the tools to 
do this. Tools that no one 
except us can brag about. 
But we’re not going to 
brag. We’ll use them if 
such a need arises,” the 
president said, without 
specifying which tools 
could be deployed.

The Russian authori-

ties have already made all 
the necessary decisions 
to prepare for such a re-
sponse, he added.

Russia successfully 
tested its state-of-the-art 
RS-28 Sarmat inter-con-
tinental ballistic missile. 
The new nuclear-capable 

missile can carry several 
Avangard hypersonic 
gliders, which are said to 
be able to bypass any ex-
isting air defences due to 
their extreme speed and 
ability to make constant 
maneuvers during their 
flight, RT reported.

Cairo, May 8 (IANS) At 
least 11 Egyptian troops 
were killed and five oth-
ers injured in clashes with 
terrorists in Sinai, the 
army said in a statement.

The clashes took place 
as the troops foiled an 
attack by a group of ter-
rorists on a water pump-
ing station in western 
Sinai, Xinhua news 
agency quoted military 
spokesman Gharib Ab-
del-Hafez as saying in 
the statement.

The victims com-
prised 10 soldiers and 
an officer, according to 
the spokesman.

Although the exact 

location was not speci-
fied in the statement, 
state-run Al-Ahram news 
website reported that the 
clashes took place at the 
checkpoint of “the East 
Canal Water Lifting Sta-
tion”.

Egypt has been com-
bating terrorism in the 
northern part of the Sinai 
Peninsula over the past 
decade and the country 
managed to greatly limit 
terrorist activities in the 
peninsula.

The terrorists in Sinai 
are mostly loyal to the Is-
lamic State terror group 
group.

Meanwhile, President 

Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi of-
fered his “sincere condo-
lences” to the families of 
the 11 victims.

“I assure you that 
these treacherous ter-
rorist operations will not 
undermine the will and 
determination of the chil-
dren of this nation and its 
armed forces to continue 
uprooting terrorism,” 
he said in a social media 
post.

Sisi also praised the 
“courage and sacrifice” 
of the Egyptian soldiers in 
fighting terrorism.

Egypt’s parliament and 
several ministers also 
condemned the attack.

Havana, May 8 (IANS) The 
body of a 26-year-old Spanish 
woman has found at the site 
of the explosion that occurred 
in Havana’s Hotel Saratoga, 
the Cuban Ministry of Tour-
ism announced.

Minister of Tourism Juan 
Carlos Garcia said that the 
explosion took place on Fri-
day during the unloading of 
a tanker truck carrying about 
10,000 litres of liquefied gas, 
reports Xinhua news agency.

A Spanish man was injured 
in the blast, according to Cu-
ban tourist group Gaviota, 
which operates the hotel.

Official figures showed that 
at least 26 people were killed 
and 80 injured in the explo-

sion. A total of 46 people, in-
cluding 15 children, are cur-
rently receiving treatment in 
hospital.

President Miguel Diaz-Ca-
nel on Saturday visited the 
explosion site, where rescue 
efforts continued as firefight-
ers and emergency workers, 
equipped with heavy machin-
ery, were removing the rubble 
and searching for survivors.

According to Cuban state 
TV, 19 people are still miss-
ing.

Located opposite Cuba’s 
National Capitol building, the 
five-star hotel was preparing 
to reopen on Tuesday as part 
of the country’s bid to revive 
tourism.

Wellington, May 8 (IANS) New 
Zealand reported its first case of 
Omicron BA.5 variant at the border, 
said the Ministry of Health in a state-
ment on Sunday.

A person who has travelled from 
South Africa to New Zealand has 
been confirmed as having the BA.5 
variant of Omicron, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

This is the first known detection of 
the variant in New Zealand.

According to the Ministry, this fol-
lows the detection of BA.4 on May 1, 
also in a person who had travelled 
from South Africa.

It can take weeks or months to 
assess the severity of each new vari-
ant or sub-variant, so the Ministry of 
Health will continue to monitor the 
emerging evidence closely.

Microbiologist Associate Professor 
Siouxsie Wiles from the University 
of Auckland was worried about “all 
versions of Omicron around” and 
“variants of the virus we don’t yet 
know about but are almost certainly 

out there evolving away”. “One big 
problem with the ‘getting back to 
normal’ phase that most countries 
have adopted is putting immuno-
compromised people at high risk of 
infection. While this is dangerous for 
their health, it can also be really bad 
for everyone else,” Wiles told local 
media.

New Zealand is currently under 
the orange settings of the Covid-19 
Protection Framework, where there 

is no limit for gatherings. University 
of Otago epidemiologist Professor 
Michael Baker told local media that 
most infectious diseases don’t de-
cline in severity over time.

“If we look at Omicron now, its 
severity is very similar to the origi-
nal Covid-19 virus that we saw for 
a whole year, and it’s still about 10 
times more dangerous than influ-
enza for unimmunized people,” said 
Baker.

Brasilia, May 8 (IANS) For-
mer Brazilian President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva launched 
his campaign for the presiden-
cy alongside his proposed Vice 
President, former Sao Paulo 
Governor Geraldo Alckmin.

Lula announced his candi-
dacy and unveiled the seven-
party alliance, Let’s Go To-
gether for Brazil Movement, to 
a crowd of about 4,000 people 
here, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

“It is more than urgent to 
restore the sovereignty of Bra-
zil,” he said during his speech 
at the rally.

Lula added that if he wins 
the elections scheduled for 
October 2, he will work “again 
on the mission to combat hun-
ger”.

The 76-year-old has run for 
president several times before: 
he was defeated three times 
before triumphs in 2002 and 
2006.

In 2018, he ran for a sixth 
time but was disqualified a 
month before the election af-
ter conviction of corruption, a 
charge ultimately overturned 
by the Federal Supreme Court 
in 2021. Lula said during the 
rally that his proposed foreign 

policy would be “active”, re-
inforcing regional blocs and 
pushing to “modify world gov-
ernance”, with an emphasis on 
the need to strengthen BRICS, 
which groups Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa.

He added that his govern-
ment program includes the 
defense of public companies 
and banks, while maintaining 
that the driver of development 
should be the state oil compa-
ny Petrobras.

Incumbent President Jair 
Bolsonaro, of the Liberal Party, 
has expressed his intention to 
stand for re-election.

Seoul, May 8 (IANS) Japan’s plan to dump ra-
dioactive waste water from its crippled Fukushi-
ma Daiichi nuclear power plant into the Pacific 
Ocean will endanger marine life and contaminate 
the waters, a South Korean green activist said.

“Eleven years has passed since the Fuku-
shima power plant accident occurred, but its 
radioactive contamination has not been miti-
gated much,” Ahn Jae-hun, energy and cli-
mate change director at the Korea Federation 
for Environment Movement, a green advocacy 
group in Seoul, told Xinhua news agency.

The group’s analysis of the 2021 data from 
Japan’s Ministry of Health, Labour and Wel-
fare showed that cesium was detected from 8 
per cent of Japanese fishery products.

“If radioactive waste water is discharged 
into the ocean, it will endanger marine prod-
ucts and deepen marine contamination fur-
ther. The contaminated water will inevita-
bly spread into the Pacific Ocean, polluting 
oceans in neighbouring countries (of Japan),” 
said Ahn.

The Japanese government planned to re-
lease about 1.25 million tonnes of nuclear 
waste water into the ocean spanning 30 years 
from 2023.

Japan has claimed that the contaminated 
water could be diluted with water and dis-
charged at a lower concentration, but Ahn 
said the claim repeatedly proved wrong as the 
purification equipment cannot eliminate ra-
dioactive materials completely.
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NEOM selects contractor to build 
solar, wind plants to electrify 
$6.4bn green hydrogen plant

MENA Project Tracker 
Algerian Energy Co. plans 3 

new desalination plants; Iraq 
to expand Halfaya oil field’s 

water treatment system

Budget airline flydubai reports 
114% rise in passengers in Q1

DUBAI: Dubai-based airline flydubai 
has reported a strong performance in the 
first quarter of the year, as the low-cost 
carrier posted a 114 percent rise in pas-
sengers from the same period last year, 
the airline said in a statement. 

According to the statement, the airline 
operated 19,000 flights and carried 2.35 
million passengers during the period. 

Moreover, the airline also witnessed 
an increase in demand for connecting 
traffic with 43 percent of the passengers 
connecting to the carrier’s network com-
pared to 28 percent for the same period 
last year. The statement added that the 
airline has grown its network to more 
than 100 destinations exceeding pre-
pandemic levels. 

“We have continued our growth in 
2022 capitalizing on the tremendous 

results we reported for 2021. We have 
seen the number of passengers carried 
in the first quarter of this year more than 
double compared to the previous couple 
of years as we welcomed the world dur-
ing Expo Dubai 2020, connected under-
served markets to Dubai and added more 
frequencies around the network,” said 
Ghaith Al-Ghaith, CEO of flydubai. 

The statement also said new aircraft 
deliveries will support flydubai’s growing 
network and operations in 2022.

India In-Focus Blast at India’s Tata Steel coke plant; Xiaomi ac-
cuses Indian agency of physical violence threats

Pre-leased shops available at M3M Investment Summit in Gurugram

Energy experts fear India’s turn to ‘dirty coal’ commercially unviable

California lacks sufficient 
capacity to keep lights on; EU one 

step closer to sealing 2015 Iran 
nuclear deal: NRG matters

MUMBAI: India’s Tata Steel 
said three contract workers 
had been injured in a blast at 
one of its coke plant units in 
the eastern state of Jharkhand 
on Saturday.

The unit was not opera-
tional and was undergoing 
a dismantling process, Tata, 
India’s largest steelmaker by 
revenue, said in a statement, 
adding that production has 
not been impacted.

Tata did not say what had 
caused the blast but some 
local media reported that it 
happened in a gas pipeline 
at a battery site and led to a 
massive fire. “An investiga-
tion to assess the cause is un-
derway,” Tata said.

Xiaomi accuses Indian 
agency of physical violence 
threats

Chinese smartphone maker 
Xiaomi Corp has alleged its 
top executives faced threats 
of “physical violence” and 
coercion during questioning 
by India’s financial crime-
fighting agency, according to 
a court filing seen by Reuters.

Officials from the Enforce-
ment Directorate warned the 
company’s former India man-
aging director, Manu Kumar 
Jain, current Chief Financial 
Officer Sameer B.S. Rao, and 
their families of “dire con-
sequences” if they did not 
submit statements as desired 
by the agency, Xiaomi’s filing 
dated May 4 stated. After the 
Reuters story was published, 
the Enforcement Director-
ate issued a statement say-
ing Xiaomi’s allegations were 
“untrue and baseless” and 
company executives had de-
posed “voluntarily in the most 
conducive environment”.

Xiaomi has been under 
investigation since Febru-
ary and last week the Indian 
agency seized $725 million in 
the company’s India bank ac-
counts, saying it made illegal 
remittances abroad “in the 
guise of royalty” payments. 

Xiaomi has denied any 
wrongdoing, saying its royalty 
payments were legitimate.

LAst week a judge heard 
Xiaomi lawyers and put on 

hold the Indian agency’s deci-
sion to freeze bank assets. The 
next hearing is set for May 12. 

The company alleges in-
timidation when executives 
appeared for questioning 
multiple times in April.

Jain and Rao were on cer-
tain occasions “threatened ... 
with dire consequences in-
cluding arrest, damage to the 
career prospects, criminal li-
ability and physical violence 
if they did not give statements 
as per the dictates of” the 
agency, according to the filing 
in the High Court of southern 
Karnataka state.

The executives “were able 
to resist the pressure for some 

time, (but) they ultimately 
relented under such extreme 
and hostile abuse and pres-
sure and involuntarily made 
some statements,” it added.

In its media statement, 
the Enforcement Director-
ate said it is a “professional 
agency with strong work eth-
ics and there was no coercion 
or threat to the officers of 
the company at any point of 
time”. Generali becomes ma-
jority shareholder in Indian 
non-life joint venture

Italy’s top insurer Generali 
said on Friday it had com-
pleted the acquisition of a 
25 percent stake in its Indian 
non-life insurance joint ven-

ture, increasing its holding 
to 74 percent after receiving 
regulatory and competition 
approvals.

When it announced the 
deal in January, Generali said 
it had agreed to pay 145 mil-
lion euros ($153 million) to 
debt-laden Future Group, its 
partner in Future Generali 
India Insurance, for the stake.

The deal, which is in line 
with Generali’s strategy to 
position itself in fast-growing 
markets, follows a 2021 deci-
sion by the Indian govern-
ment to allow foreign compa-
nies to own up to 74 percent 
of a local insurance business, 
up from 49 percent previ-
ously. In March, Generali also 
completed a deal to become 
the majority shareholder in 
its Indian life insurance joint 
venture.

Generali is the first interna-
tional insurer to take a major-
ity stake in both its Indian life 
and non-life insurance joint 
ventures since the new for-
eign ownership cap came into 
effect, it said in a statement.

Gurugram, May 8 (IANS) Re-
alty developer M3M India has 
kick-started its maiden Real 
Estate Investment Premium 
League for a limited period 
where the buyers can own a 
pre-leased shop by paying just 
50 per cent of the total amount 
and rest of the amount after 18 
months. M3M will be giving 
the space to its buyers with a 
provision to earn rentals from 
Day 1 itself, along-with 12 

years of lease.
The company sees a huge 

growth in organised retail 
with opening up of the econ-
omy post pandemic. This lim-
ited period campaign is all set 
to showcase one of the finest 
retail portfolios of Gurugram 
which includes M3M 65th Av-
enue, M3M IFC, M3M Urbana 
Premium, M3M Broadway, 
M3M Prive 73, and M3M Cor-
ner Walk among others, lo-

cated majorly on Golf Course 
Road (Extn) and Southern Pe-
ripheral Road (SPR).

M3M 65th Avenue is me-
ticulously designed with 1046 
units-dedicated to fashion, 
food, entertainment, etc. It 
is the largest luxurious retail 
project in Gurugram, spread 
across 14 acres, with 1 million 
square feet of retail space. Re-
cently, M3M has also signed 
an agreement with PVR to set 

up an 8-screen multiplex at 
65th Avenue. The catchment 
area is preferred by MNCs, 
HNIs due to the seamless con-
nectivity.

On the other hand, the proj-
ects lying on SPR including 
M3M Broadway (2226 units), 
M3M Prive 73 (302 units) and 
M3M Corner Walk (1338 units) 
are state-of-the-art projects, 
conceptualized around a well-
planned landscape design.

M3M has already partnered 
with hundreds of prominent 
brands including PVR, DTDC, 
Bikanervala, Reliance trends, 
ICICI Bank, KFC, Subway, 
Keventers, Barista, Pizza Hut, 
INOX, Axis Bank, and Bar-
beque Nation, to name a few.

M3M India is one of leading 
retail developer in India, de-
livering 4 million square feet 
of retail space and 20 million 
square feet of overall space.

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 
Amidst the coal crisis where 
the Centre has invoked an 
emergency law to operate idle 
coal import-based utilities, 
energy transition experts be-
lieve the electricity generation 
for 1.35 billion people based 
on expensive imported coal 
for blending is commercially 
unviable -- both high and in-
flationary.

They say combined with 
the global pandemic and the 
Ukraine-Russia war, which 
has increased coal prices in-
ternationally, it should be a 
death knell for coal.

The time to ramp up wind 
and solar is now so that In-
dia is prepared to deal with a 
warming world. Heatwaves 
are sweeping across India, 
with March recording the hot-
test in 122 years, resulting in 
high energy demand touching 
207GW in April-end, the worst 
crisis in over six years. De-
mand is far exceeding supply 
resulting in power outages by 

state DISCOMs.
With imported coal prices 

at an all-time high, DISCOMs 
are wary of buying expensive 
power.

The experts told IANS on 
Sunday that it is counter-in-
tuitive that the government 
is actually looking to auction 
new mines, re-open old mines 
and old thermal power plants, 
which will not only create 
stranded assets but exacer-
bate climate change. Rather 
it should be looking at better 
energy planning, and diversi-
fying the energy mix keeping 
in mind emissions, global dis-
ruptions and the inflationary 
nature of fossil fuels.

Power Ministry officials say 
the installed capacity of elec-
tric grid is close to 340 GW. 
Seventy per cent of this is coal 
powered. There isn’t enough 
supply is what is being said. 
The reality is there isn’t ad-
equate planning due to which 
coal transport is delayed and 
power generators can’t trans-

mit power in time.
No more coal mines are 

needed in reality although 
Union Coal and Mines Min-
ister Pralhad Joshi last week 
proposed to sell 20 aban-
doned mines with extractable 
reserves at 380 million tonne, 
with an intention to extract 
30-40 million tonne.

The reason for opting the 
dirtiest fossil fuel is that India, 
world’s third largest energy 
consumer with electricity de-
mand growing by 4.7 per cent 
each year, is going to be tough 
to put new money into renew-
able energy.

But experts believe this is 
exactly what needs to be done 
with the pathway that the coal 
sector is facing investor chal-
lenges on funding, challenges 
on logistics and planning, as 
well as volatility in prices.

“Frequent climate extremes 
and power shocks only indi-
cate how much climate action 
and energy transition needs 
are intertwined and affected 

by not just domestic events 
but also regional and interna-
tional tremors,” Global Wind 
Energy Council (GWEC) India 
Policy Director Martand Shar-
dul said.

“Stocking coal through in-
creased domestic production 
and imports might yield relief, 
however, these exigencies de-
mand a rapid shift to clean en-
ergy and enhanced renewable 
energy investments to boost 
social good, planetary health, 
and economic resilience.”

Sounding a cautionary 
note, International Institute 

for Sustainable Development 
Policy Advisor Balasubrama-
nian Viswanathan said: “In the 
midst of the power shortage 
crisis, we need to take what-
ever short-term measures are 
available to keep the fans on. 
But some interventions have 
medium- and long-term im-
plications, and here we must 
be very careful.

“We absolutely must not 
make new investments in 
our coal-dependent power 
system, which will just con-
tribute to worse crises in the 
future. From a purely finan-

cial perspective, there is also a 
big risk of stranded assets. The 
government should instead 
drive investments at scale in 
renewable power and further 
incentivise grid-balancing 
technology, including battery 
storage.”

Believing India needs to 
aggressively invest in renew-
ables -- from 10-12 GW per 
year to 35-36 GW per year, 
WRI India, Energy Program, 
Director Bharath Jairaj said: 
“If we are to meet the 2030 
target of 500 GW of non-fossil 
fuel capacity, we have to ag-
gressively support invest-
ments in energy storage and 
re-introduce favourable regu-
latory conditions for rooftop 
and behind-the-metre invest-
ments in renewable energy.”

It is not a shortage of coal, 
says Aarti Khosla, Director 
with New Delhi-based Cli-
mate Trends. “Neither is it 
a shortage of power capac-
ity. Combined with the global 
pandemic, and the Ukraine-

Russia war, which has in-
creased coal prices interna-
tionally, it should be a death 
knell for coal but ironically 
it is our only option to bring 
more power on immediately. 
The time to ramp up wind and 
solar is now so that we are pre-
pared to deal with a warming 
world,” Khosla told IANS.

Sunil Dahiya, analyst with 
the Centre for Research on 
Energy and Clean Air (CREA), 
said it is time to ditch the 
dirty and embark on an ac-
celerated energy transi-
tion journey for true energy 
security.“Generation based 
on expensive imported coal 
or gas or buying expensive 
power at exchange is com-
mercially unviable. DISCOMs 
should buy cheaper renew-
able energy and supplement 
it with flexible generation 
sources,” added Vibhuti Garg, 
an Energy Economist (Lead 
India) with the Institute for 
Energy Economics and Finan-
cial Analysis (IEEFA).

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s 
NEOM Green Hydrogen Co. 
has selected a contractor to 
build solar and wind plants to 
supply the city’s $6.4-billion 
green hydrogen-based am-
monia plant with electricity, 
Meed reported. 

The contractor is expected 
to be disclosed next week, 
offtake agreements and finan-
cial close are expected to take 
place by the middle of 2022.

Bidders for the contract in-
cluded Energy China, Power 

China Huadong, China’s 
Sepco 3, and India’s Larsen & 
Toubro, amongst others. 

Together, the solar and 
wind plants — located in 
northwest Saudi Arabia — are 
projected to have an accumu-
lated capacity of 4,000 MW.

In addition to the wind and 
solar plants, the winning con-
tractor will also be responsible 
for constructing a battery en-
ergy storage system as well as 
a 190 km power transmission 
network.

RIYADH: A range of diverse 
projects are currently under-
way in the Middle East and 
North Africa region, which are 
at various stages of develop-
ment. From a project tracking 
point of view, firms such as 
Algerian Energy Co. are plan-
ning for the construction of 
new plants. Moreover, while 
some firms such as Iraq’s Half-
aya oil field are seeking expan-
sion, others such as Libya’s 
National Oil Corporation are 
anticipating a favorable bud-
get allocation that will help 
boost their activity.  Whereas 
NEOM Green Hydrogen Co. is 
due to announce the contrac-
tor for solar and wind plants 
as early as next week. 

New Projects 
·      The Algerian Energy Co. 

is planning to construct three 
new desalination plants in the 
country, Meed reported. 

Each plant is projected to 
have a capacity capable of 
treating up to 300,000 cubic 
meters of seawater per day.

Oil 
·      The consortium respon-

sible for developing Iraq’s Hal-
faya oil field has put forward 
an engineering, procurement, 
construction, and commis-
sioning contract in an attempt 
to further enlarge the field’s 
water treatment system.

·      Libya’s National Oil Cor-
poration is anticipated to re-
ceive its budget in June, Meed 
reported. 

This will help the firm bol-
ster its activity in the oil and 
gas industry. 

Renewables 
·      The Saudi NEOM Green 

Hydrogen Co. has selected a 
contractor for the solar and 
wind plants that are projected 
to supply the future city’s $6.4 
billion green hydrogen-based 
ammonia plant with electric-
ity, Meed reported. 

While the contractor is yet 
to be disclosed next week, off-
take agreements and financial 
close are anticipated to take 
place by the middle of 2022.

RIYADH: Inconsistency globally 
across the energy sector prevails. On 
a macro level, California is looking 
ahead to a summer of discontent as 
an energy crisis threatens the state’s 
ability to keep the lights on during 
the summer season given its current 
capacity. 

At the other end of the spectrum 
the 2015 Iran nuclear deal is one step 
closer to deadlock. On a micro level, 
South Africa’s Eskom has managed 
to curb power cuts amid a recovery. 

Looking at the bigger picture: 
·California has released forecasts 

for the electrical grid that indicate 
that the state lacks adequate capac-

ity to keep the lights this summer, 
Reuters reported, citing energy of-
ficials. This will be especially true if 
the state suffers from any heatwaves, 
wildfires, or other unprecedented 
events.  The EU’s Iran nuclear talks 
coordinator Enrique Mora is set to 
pay the Middle Eastern country a 
visit on Tuesday to take a step closer 
to sealing the long-awaited 2015 
deal, Reuters reported.  This comes 
after talks to revive the deal have 
been on hold since March after Iran 
asked the US to remove the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps from its 
list of US Foreign Terrorist Organi-
zation.
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Saudi Zamil Industrial 
appoints new CEO

RBI rate hike a surprise as 
it came between 2 review 

meetings: Sitharaman

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) The Reserve Bank of 
India’s (RBI) move to raise the policy rate is part of 
a synchronised action by the central banks, Union 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said, 
adding that it came as a surprise only because it was 
done between two monetary policy reviews.

“It is the timing which came as a surprise to many, 
but the act people thought should have been done 
anyway - to what extent could have varied,” she said 
at The Economic Times Awards for Corporate Ex-
cellence in Mumbai on Sunday.

“It came as a surprise because it came between 
two monetary policy reviews.”

Reserve Bank of India Governor Shaktikanta Das 
on Wednesday said that the Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) of the central bank, in an off-cycle 
meeting, hiked the repo rate by 40 basis points (bps) 
to 4.40 per cent with immediate effect.

Repo rate is the rate at which the central bank 
lends short-term funds to banks. The RBI has cut the 
repo rate by 250 basis points since February 2019 to 
help revive the growth momentum. The Monetary 
Policy Committee has been on a prolonged accom-
modative stance to support growth.

Also, case reserve ratio has been hiked by 50 basis 
points to 4.5 per cent. The move was taken in order 
to contain inflation.

RIYADH: Saudi Zamil Industrial Investment Co. 
appointed Mohammed Al-Sahib as CEO following 
the resignation of Abdulla Al-Zamil.

The appointment came as Al-Zamil stepped down 
from his position to take charge as the chairman of 
the board of directors, according to a bourse filing.

Al-Sahib has an Executive MBA and a BA in busi-
ness statistics and operations management. He has 
over 22 years of experience in the construction and 
management sectors, as well as in business devel-
opment strategies.

Incorporated in 1998, Zamil Industrial is one of 
the leading players in the development of innova-
tive engineering solutions for construction projects.

As Goa moves on iron ore mining leases, can industry hope for a revival?
Panaji, May 8 (IANS) The 

contours of Goas legacy in-
dustry, iron ore mining, is 
set for a tectonic shift with 
the BJP-led coalition state 
government poised to repos-
sess 88 mining tracts leased 
to wealthy mining barons for 
generations, some of which 
were also transferred to mul-
tinational companies like Ve-
danta Resources.

Most mining tracts in the 
state, located in the hinter-
land away from the golden 
shoreline, were given as con-
cessions to bidders by the 
Portuguese government dur-
ing the colonial era, but a se-
ries of illegalities, including a 
Rs 35,000 crore illegal mining 
scam as well as irregularities 

in the lease renewal processes, 
had forced the Supreme Court 
to crack down on the industry, 
which has been shut down to 
a large extent since 2018.

The attempt to repossess 88 
mining leases, with the objec-
tive of handing them over to 
the recently formed state gov-
ernment’s mining corpora-
tion, has signalled yet another 
attempt by successive state 
governments to restart the 
mining industry in the state, 
which at its peak accounted 
for nearly 30 percent of Goa’s 
Gross Domestic Product.

Last week, the state govern-
ment issued notices to the 
leaseholders of the 88 mining 
leases - the leases were inci-
dentally scrapped by the SC 

in 2018 - directing them to 
comply with Rule 12(1) (hh) 
of the Minerals (other than 
Atomic and Hydrocarbons 
Energy Minerals) Concession 
Rules, 2016, and vacate leases 
“within a period of one calen-
dar month w.e.f. from 6th May 
to 6th June 2022 failing which 
further action will be initi-
ated as deemed appropriate 
in terms of the MMDR Act and 
the Rules made thereunder”.

The notice also directed 
leaseholders to clear ore, 
engines, machinery, plants, 
buildings, structures and 
tramways from the mining 
sites.

While the Goa Mineral Ore 
Exporters Association, a col-
lective of iron ore exporters 

in Goa, has confirmed re-
ceipt of the notices, the lobby 
group has said that the matter 
was still pending in the High 
Court.

The Goa Mining People’s 
Front, a collective of mining 
workers and small businesses 
linked to the trade, has also 
urged the state government 

to expedite the resumption of 
mining.

“People in the mining belt 
have been waiting for years 
for mining to resume. This 
process should be completed 
as soon as possible so that 
mining activity begins at the 
earliest,” the Front’s convenor 
Puti Gaonkar said.

When mining was at its 
peak between 2009-2011, 
nearly 13,000 trucks and doz-
ens of river barges ferried iron 
ore from the mining sites to 
the state’s major port in South 
Goa for export to China, Japan 
and other destinations. Nearly 
all the machinery, barge and 
truck owners now await the 
resumption of mining activ-
ity, through the e-auctioning 

route, which according to 
Chief Minister Pramod Sawa-
nt is expected to be conducted 
by the newly formed Goa Min-
eral Development Corpora-
tion.

Environmentalist Claude 
Alvares, who heads the Goa 
Foundation, an NGO which 
has been keeping tabs on il-
legal mining and seeking 
judicial intervention in sec-
toral illegalities for nearly two 
decades, has urged the state 
government to ensure that the 
process of e-auctioning by the 
Corporation should be con-
ducted in a thorough manner, 
without being influenced by 
mining companies. He stated 
that the state’s economy can-
not “afford another disaster”.

Work begins on Kitex cluster in Telangana

OPEC likely to make up for Russian banned oil: Capital Economics

Hyderabad, May 8 (IANS) Ki-
tex Group on Saturday began 
work on its integrated fibre-to-
apparel manufacturing cluster 
in Kakatiya Mega Textile Park 
(KMTP), Warangal.

Kitex, which is the second 
largest manufacturer of infant 
wear in the world, is setting up 
this cluster with a capacity of 7 
lakh garments per day at an in-
vestment of Rs 1,600 crore.

The cluster, expected to be 
spread over 200 acres, will em-
ploy more than 15,000 people 
directly, over 80 per cent of 
which will be women employ-
ees. The entire investment will 
be operational by June 2023 
with the first unit going live by 
the end of 2022.

Minister for industries, K.T. 
Rama Rao, and Minister for 

Panchayat Raj and Rural Devel-
opment, Errabelli Dayakar Rao, 
laid the foundation stone for the 
project.

The ministers also inaugurat-
ed the first phase of twin proj-
ects by Ganesha Ecosphere in 
the mega textile park. The larg-
est PET bottle recycling com-
pany in the country has invested 
close to Rs 350 crore in the man-
ufacturing of recycled polyester 
fibre and yarn, among other 
products. The investment will 
be ramped up to Rs 550 crore by 
next year.

The plants, being set up in an 
area of 50 acres, will be in com-
pliance with USFDA and EFSA 
norms to recycle PET bottle 
waste into premium quality 
products. Once fully operation-
al, the two plants will employ 

more than 1,000 people directly 
and consume approximately 
60,000 tonnes of waste PET bot-
tles per annum, thereby contrib-
uting towards sustainable devel-
opment of Telangana.

The ministers also reviewed 
investment plans by Youngone 

Corporation in KMTP wherein 
ground breaking is expected by 
next month. Youngone, a lead-
ing manufacturer and exporter 
of outdoor wear, employs more 
than 100,000 people globally 
across 13 countries.

Their investment plans in 

KMTP include setting up eight 
manufacturing units at an in-
vestment of $120 million, di-
rectly employing approximately 
12,000 people.

Youngone’s proposed invest-
ment in Telangana is already 
approved under the PLI scheme 
for textiles. On the infrastructure 
side, the ministers launched the 
construction of a 12 MLD dedi-
cated water supply line to KMTP 
to ensure 24x7 quality water 
supply for the textile industries 
in the park.

Along with the proposed 220 
kV dedicated power line and 10 
MLD Common Effluent Treat-
ment Plant, the mega textile 
park will be a preferred destina-
tion for setting up textile and ap-
parel manufacturing units in the 
country.

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS) 
The Life Insurance Corpora-
tion of India’s initial public 
offering (IPO) on Saturday 
saw full subscription of its 
non-institutional investor 
segment on Day 4 of bidding.

The issue opened for sub-
scription on May 4 and con-
tinues to see strong interest 
from all investor categories.

The portion reserved for 
eligible policy holders was 
subscribed 4.67 times, reser-
vation for eligible employees 
was subscribed 3.54 times, re-
tail category was subscribed 
1.46 times, the non-institu-
tional category witnessed 
subscription of 1.08 times 
and the qualified institutional 
buyers category saw sub-
scription of 0.67 times.

The long-awaited IPO of 
LIC will remain open for sub-
scription till May 9.

The government has 
brought down the issue size 
from 5 per cent to 3.5 per 
cent.

It will be a landmark pub-
lic issue in the history of the 
Indian capital market and 
is poised to be the country’s 
biggest IPO till date.

The IPO values LIC at Rs 6 
lakh crore. The issue offer of 
the LIC will be in the price 
band of Rs 902 to Rs 949.

Also, the policyholders will 
be offered a Rs 60 discount, 
while for retail investors, the 
discount will be Rs 45.

LIC IPO Day 4: NII segment 
fully subscribed; overall 

issue oversubscribed

Bengaluru, May 8 (IANS) The 
Toyota Group of Companies, 
comprising Toyota Kirloskar 
Motor and Toyota Kirloskar 
Auto Parts, on Saturday an-
nounced a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) signed 
with the Karnataka government 
to invest Rs 4,100 crore of a total 
Rs 4,800 crore towards ‘Make in 
India’ and to enable a faster re-
duction in carbon emissions.

The announcement coincides 
with Toyota Kirloskar Motor’s 
25 years of journey in India.

The MoU was exchanged be-
tween Chief Minister Basavaraj 
Bommai and Vikram S. Kirlos-
kar, Vice-Chairman, Toyota 
Kirloskar Motor.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Bommai said, “As a state com-
mitted to sustainable develop-
ment and contributing to the 

nation’s progress, we want to 
make Karnataka a global supply-
chain and manufacturing hub 
under our ‘Build for the World’ 

mission. This MoU with Toyota 
Group of Companies is a huge 
stride in this regard, and the 
Karnataka government is con-

fident of Toyota’s commitment 
towards sustainable growth and 
local manufacturing quality for 
Karnataka’s development.”

The investments are aimed 
at promoting greener tech-
nologies that will help lower 
dependence on fossil fuels and 
mitigate carbon emissions. This 
investment will also enable lo-
cal production facilities to build 
electric powertrain parts and 
components, and cater to the 
electrified vehicle manufactur-
ing in India.

Vikram S. Kirloskar, Vice-
Chairman, Toyota Kirloskar 
Motor, said, “Toyota is com-
mitted to enhance the pace of 
electrification strengthen do-
mestic production with ‘Make 
in India’.”

In-addition to boosting the 
local manufacturing eco-sys-
tem, the new development 
will provide an impetus to em-
ployment generation and local 
community development.

Toyota Group signs MoU with K’taka for Rs 4,800 crore investment

Kuwait’s Warba Bank posts highest-ever quarterly profits: CEO
RIYADH: Kuwait’s Warba Bank 

has achieved its highest-ever quar-
terly profit, surging 140 percent 
in the first quarter, the CEO told 
CNBC Arabia.

The retail bank’s profit rose to 
$21 million in the first three months 

of 2022, compared to $9 million for 
the same period a year earlier, a re-
port by the bank showed.

The increase in net profit was 
driven by a decrease in impair-
ment of assets and credit losses, 
as well as a rise in net income from 

fees and commissions.
In addition, the bank has also 

launched a real estate investment 
trust worth $100 million, and an-
ticipates another worth $300 mil-
lion, according to CEO Shaheen 
Al-Ghanim.

RIYADH: Although there 
are no signs yet that officials 
in the Gulf countries are seek-
ing to increase output quicker 
than currently envisaged to 
offset the possible loss of Rus-
sian crude output due to EU 
sanctions, analysts at Capital 
Economics believe that “poli-
cymakers in the Gulf eventu-
ally shift tack, not least to bol-
ster their strategic interests in 
the oil market.”

Capital Economic expects 
Russia’s crude oil exports to 
fall by around 1 to 1.5mn bar-
rels per day over the course of 
the year as the EU will phase 
out crude oil imports from 
Russia within six months, and 

petroleum products by the 
end of the year.

“There is a strong chance 
that the Gulf countries will 
eventually step in to raise out-
put more quickly, providing a 
fillip to economic recoveries,” 
analysts wrote in a recent re-
port.

One consequence is that the 
oil sector will make a major 
contribution to gross domes-
tic product growth across the 
Gulf economies in the next 
few years, it said.

Stronger oil production, 
coming alongside the likeli-
hood of looser fiscal policy, 
supports the firm’s fore-
cast for the Saudi economic 

growth to be as high as 10 per-
cent this year, the report said. 
This compares to the consen-
sus expectation of 6.3 percent.

Although a further 250-bp 
hike by the Fed — expected 
through the end of 2023 — 
will create a headwind for 

the recovery in non-oil sec-
tors across the Gulf as it is to 
“dis-incentivize borrowing 
and make it more attractive to 
save,” the impact of oil prices 
over $80 — as a driver for 
credit growth — tend to out-
weigh the negative effect from 
interest rates hikes, the report 
added. According to findings 
by analysts of Capital Eco-
nomics, during such periods 
— of the high price of oil — 
private sector credit growth in 
the Gulf economies strength-
ened as it usually ensured a 
looser fiscal policy and greater 
domestic economic confi-
dence that drove demand for 
borrowing up.
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Preparations for 2023 
Hockey World Cup going on 

‘smoothly’: Amit Rohidas
Bhubaneswar, May 8 (IANS) With exactly 250 days to go for the FIH Odi-

sha Hockey Men’s World Cup in Bhubaneswar and Rourkela, India’s hockey 
stalwart Amit Rohidas has said that the team’s preparations were going on 
‘smoothly’ in spite of Covid-19 disrupting the international schedule.

India will host the showpiece hockey event from January 13-29, with the 
top-16 teams in the world competing for the trophy.

“We are back in SAI (Sports Authority of India), Bengaluru; the atmosphere 
here is excellent with six hockey teams currently based out of the same cen-
tre. With Covid continuing to disrupt the international hockey calendar, we 
are taking each day as it comes and don’t want to be worried about things 
that are not in our control,” said Rohidas, who recently captained the India 
team in a couple of FIH Pro League engagements at home.

Mercedes to join championship fight ‘fairly 
soon’, expects Red Bull chief Horner

Miami, May 8 (IANS) 
Red Bull chief Christian 
Horner reckons rivals 
Mercedes will join the 
championship fight ‘fair-
ly soon’ after a difficult 
start to the season.

Eight-time reigning 
world champions Mer-
cedes have struggled with 
the car so far in the 2022 
season. As a result, they 
have failed to challenge 
for pole positions and 
race wins, with Red Bull 
and Ferrari emerging as 
the chief championship 
contenders.

However, Mercedes 
brought a series of up-
grades to Miami, including 
a new low downforce rear 
wing, updated front wing 
and revised beam wing, 
and showed encourag-
ing pace on Friday, with 
George Russell claiming P1 
in Free Practice 2.

Asked about his mindset 
in fighting Ferrari rather 

than Mercedes this year, 
the Red Bull chief replied, 
“It’s a different competi-
tion. You’re writing Toto 
off, but his car was quick-
est [on Friday] -- there’s 
plenty of time for him to 
get back in the show.”

“Last year there was a 
lot of needle, there was a 
lot going on, off-track as 
well as on-track, where-
as this year seems much 
more focused about 
what’s going on on-track. 
I think the racing’s been 

great between Charles 
and Max,” he said.

Mercedes boss Toto 
Wolff argued that 
the package wasn’t a 
“ground-breaking solu-
tion” -- a view is seeming-
ly borne out in Saturday’s 
qualifying session, as 
Lewis Hamilton finished 
behind Alfa Romeo’s 
Valtteri Bottas in P6, as 
Russell could do no better 
than P12.

“The first four races 
have been epic, and if 
that continues through 
the season, inevitably it’s 
going to boil over at some 
point as it gets more com-
petitive and the stakes get 
higher in the second half 
of the year. But certainly, 
what we’ve seen so far 
has been very respectful 
racing -- hard racing but 
fair racing. I think you’re 
going to see Mercedes 
joining that party fairly 
soon,” Horner said.

Joe Root returns to bat at 
No 4 for England in Tests, 

confirms Ben Stokes

Delhi Capitals win toss, 
opt to bowl against 

Chennai Super Kings

IPL 2022: du Plessis, Karthik, Hasaranga star in 
Bangalore’s 67-run thrashing of Hyderabad

London, May 8 (IANS) 
England’s newly appoint-
ed Test skipper Ben Stokes 
has revealed that former 
captain Joe Root will re-
turn to his number four 
position during the up-
coming Test series against 
New Zealand.

“I’ve already spoken 
with Joe. I’ve asked him 
to go back to four and I’m 
going to be at six,” Stokes 
was quoted as saying by 
icc-cricket.com.

Stokes plans to bat him-

self at six and is hoping 
that prospective players 
that harbour aspirations 
of batting in England’s 
recently frail top and mid-
dle-order will give him 
plenty to ponder by scor-
ing a bulk of runs at the 
county level ahead of the 
first Test of the summer 
against the Kiwis at Lord’s 
on June 2.

“I now feel I have to fol-
low a lot more of the coun-
ty games now to see who 
is scoring runs rather than 

just checking the Durham 
score,” Stokes said.

“Wherever Joe bats he 
gets runs, but his best po-
sition is at four. Joe will 
probably be averaging 90 
now instead of 60 (Root’s 
average in 2021), so it’ll 
be good. I feel him at four 
and me at six gives us a bit 
of experience in that gap. 
So you can obviously see 
where the places are open-
ing up for people to put 
their hands up, it’s three 
and five,” he said.

Root batted at number 
three during England’s 
most recent Test series 
against West Indies in the 
Caribbean but has a far 
better record for his coun-
try when coming in at sec-
ond-drop.

The former England 
skipper has an excellent 
average of 51.27 when bat-
ting at number four, which 
is almost 12 runs greater 
than his mark (39.67) 
when batting at three.

Bhubaneswar, May 8 (IANS) 
Following the indefinite post-
ponement of the Hangzhou 
Asian Games owing to the rise 
in Covid-19 cases in China, for-
mer India men’s hockey team 
captain Dilip Tirkey on Sunday 
said that the authorities should 
send a full-strength squad to 
the Birmingham Common-
wealth Games (CWG) now.

Further expressing his disap-
pointment over the postpone-
ment of the Asian Games, Tir-
key said India had an excellent 
chance to win the competition 
and directly qualify for the Paris 
Olympics 2024.

“I am of the opinion that 

Hockey India (HI) must send its 
No. 1 teams in both the men’s 
and women’s disciplines to 
the Birmingham CWG. It was 
understandable to send your 
‘A’ teams for the CWG when 
the Asian Games weren’t post-
poned. The players would have 
found it difficult to peak (in 
both the events). Now I see no 
reason for not sending our best 
players to the CWG. It’s an im-
portant event in the sporting 
calendar year and some tough 
hockey-playing nations like 
England, Australia and New 
Zealand participate in it. So, I 
want our main team to go and 
compete,” said the former In-

dia captain. In March this year, 
HI had named former captain 
Sardar Singh and ex-striker 
Deepak Thakur as coaches of 
the Indian men’s and women’s 
‘A’ hockey teams, which will 
take part in the CWG.

This was after HI had de-
cided against sending the main 
squads for the multi-sport 
event due to the short turn-
around between the CWG and 
the Hangzhou Asiad.

The three-time Olympian 
said that India was poised to 
corner gold medal glory at 
the Asiad, riding on its cur-
rent form owing to the men’s 
team’s No. 1 position in the 

FIH Pro League. “I was pretty 
confident of our victory at the 
Asiad. The form and momen-
tum were with us. It would 
have helped to secure your 
qualification for the Olympics 
two years in advance. But, I 
don’t think the postponement 
is an ideal situation for us. By 
the time the Asiad will come 
next year, quite a few of our 
senior India players will retire. 
Only a year’s time would be 
left to prepare for Paris 2024. 
I am not happy with the post-
ponement. But, at the same 
time, one has to understand 
the situation and value of hu-
man lives,” he said.

London, May 8 (IANS) Liverpool’s star foot-
baller Virgil van Dijk has said that the team 
must channel the frustration felt after their 1-1 
draw with Tottenham Hotspur into focus for 
their next matches in the Premier League.

Liverpool had to settle for a point from Sat-
urday’s clash with Spurs, one which moved 
them above Manchester City on goal differ-
ence in the points table but having played a 
game more.

Juergen Klopp’s side fell behind to a Son 
Heung-min finish early in the second half at 
Anfield and levelled on the night through Luis 
Diaz’s deflected effort.

“It doesn’t feel like (a point rescued) at all,” 

Van Dijk told BT Sport post-match. “Obvious-
ly, we knew their game plan, we knew the qual-
ity they have, especially on the break. I think 
on the ball we were just not good enough. We 
lost the ball in difficult situations and if you 
lose the ball in those situations you’re not well 
organised, so they can do what they are good 
at,” he said.

Speaking after the game, Reds boss Jurgen 
Klopp suggested Tottenham should have of-
fered more with their ‘world-class’ ability after 
a counter-attacking approach. But Van Dijk 
disagrees with his boss and believes Antonio 
Conte’s side deserves ‘credit’ for the way they 
played.

Mumbai, May 8 (IANS) Faf du 
Plessis anchored the innings with 
an unbeaten 73 while Dinesh 
Karthik provided a grandstand 
finish with a sensational eight-
ball 30 and leg-spinner Wanindu 
Hasaranga scalped 5/18 as Royal 
Challengers Bangalore thrashed 
Sunrisers Hyderabad by 67 runs 
at the Wankhede Stadium here on 
Sunday.

After du Plessis and Karthik, with 
contributions from Rajat Patidar 
and Glenn Maxwell, took Banga-
lore to a daunting 192/3.

Hyderabad’s batting order wilted 
under scoreboard pressure, crash-
ing to 125 all out in 19.2 overs. Bar-
ring Rahul Tripathi’s incredible 
58 and some big hits from Aiden 
Markram and Nicholas Pooran, 
Hyderabad were comprehensively 
outclassed by Bangalore in their 
fourth straight defeat of the tour-

nament. Bangalore’s innings had 
an inauspicious start as Virat Kohli 
flicked a full ball straight to short 
mid-wicket off left-arm spinner 
Jagadeesha Suchith. It was also 
Kohli’s second golden duck against 
Hyderabad and third of this season.

du Plessis and Patidar took care 
of scoring in power-play after 
Kohli’s fall with boundaries coming 
consistently. The duo took a liking 
to extra pace of left-arm seamer 
Kartik Tyagi, hitting him for two 
fours and a six in the final over of 
power-play. Patidar was the main 
aggressor, smacking Suchith for a 
six over long-off and stood tall to 
punch Umran Malik through extra 
cover for four.

Du Plessis caught up with Pa-
tidar, hammering Malik through 
mid-off for four and earning a re-
prieve on the very next ball when 
Rahul Tripathi couldn’t catch his 

pull and conceded a boundary. He 
ended the over with a pulled six 
over long-on to take 20 off Malik’s 
first over.

With Tyagi and Malik going for 
plenty in their opening over, Hy-
derabad had to turn to sixth bowl-
ing option in Abhishek Sharma’s 
left-arm spin. But that didn’t stop 
du Plessis and Patidar from bring-
ing the century of the partnership 
apart from the Bangalore skip-
per reaching his fifty with a four 
through extra cover off Tyagi.

The 105-run off 73 balls between 
Patidar and du Plessis ended when 
Suchith forced the former to hole 
out to deep mid-wicket. But there 
was no respite for Hyderabad as 
Maxwell began with bang, bringing 
out the switch hit to whack Suchith 
for a huge six over cover. Maxwell 
and du Plessis constantly found 
boundaries in their stand of 54 off 

37 balls before Tyagi took out the 
former in the 19th over.

But Karthik spoiled Tyagi’s final 
over with a six slogged over deep 
mid-wicket. He then proceeded 
to bring his A-game in finishing 
the innings by smacking debutant 
Fazalhaq Farooqui for three sixes 
- over deep mid-wicket (dropped 
by Tripathi), long-on and again, 
deep mid-wicket before thumping 
a four straight through long-on to 
give Hyderabad a daunting target 
of 193.

Hyderabad’s chase began on 
an unfortunate note, losing their 
opening pair of Sharma and Kane 
Williamson for nought in the span 
of first five balls. While Williamson 
was run-out by a direct hit from 
Shahbaz Ahmed with his bat on 
the line, Sharma was castled by a 
slider from Maxwell, rattling his off-
stump.

Mumbai, May 8 (IANS) Delhi 
Capitals captain Rishabh Pant 
won the toss and opted to bowl 
against Chennai Super Kings in 
the 55th match of the IPL 2022 
at the Dr DY Patil Stadium, here 
on Sunday.

Delhi, who have won five out 
of their ten matches, made two 
changes as fit-again Axar Patel 
and KS Bharat came in place of 
Mandeep Singh and Lalit Yadav.

“I think the wicket is on the 
decent side. We want to chase. 
The season has been up and 
down. We are focussing on the 
positives. It is going to be a good 
match. I have learnt a lot from 
him (MS). Let’s see how I ex-
ecute them. Two changes for us. 
KS Bharat and Axar come in for 
Mandeep and Lalit Yadav,” said 
Pant at the toss.

On the other hand, CSK, who 
have just three wins in their ten 
games, made just one change, 
bringing in Shivam Dube in 

place of Ravindra Jadeja, who is 
not fit for this match.

“We would have bowled first 
looking at our combination. 
But toss is not in our control. 
We had a bad season earlier but 
we made the most of it. It re-
ally helped us. When there are a 
few changes after a big auction, 
sometimes you need to see what 
is the best combination. Jaddu is 
not fit and Dube comes in,” said 
CSK skipper MS Dhoni.

Playing XIs:
Chennai Super Kings: Ru-

turaj Gaikwad, Devon Conway, 
Robin Uthappa, Ambati Rayu-
du, Moeen Ali, MS Dhoni(w/c), 
Shivam Dube, Dwayne Bravo, 
Maheesh Theekshana, Simarjeet 
Singh, Mukesh Choudhary

Delhi Capitals: David Warner, 
Srikar Bharat, Mitchell Marsh, 
Rishabh Pant(w/c), Rovman 
Powell, Axar Patel, Ripal Patel, 
Shardul Thakur, Kuldeep Yadav, 
Khaleel Ahmed, Anrich Nortje

We have to turn frustration into 
focus, says Liverpool’s Virgil van Dijk 

Send full-strength hockey team for CWG now, 
Dilip Tirkey suggests after Asiad postponement
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KARTIK AARYAN 
IN GYM : HE IS 

A 'WORK IN 
PROGRESS'

Kartik 
Aaryan treated his fans 
to a workout picture of 
himself, and by the look 
of it the star could be all 
set to bulk up. He shared 
the black and white photo 
sporting gym gloves, with 
his back to the camera.
Kartik captioned 
the picture as: 
"#WorkInProgress". The 
actor is currently shooting 
for his film "Bhool 
Bhulaiyaa 2".
The horror comedy also 
stars Kiara Advani and 
Tabu and will hit screens 
on November 19.

IANS

DANNII MINOGUE HATED HOME SCHOOLING 
SON DURING LOCKDOWN

Australian singer-
songwriter Dannii 
Minogue says 

that homeschooling 
her 10-year-old son was 
the toughest thing to 
do during lockdown. 
She admits she is not a 
good teacher, and had 
to remember maths 
concepts in order to 
teach him."I am really 
bad at being a teacher 
-- it's not for me. Maths 
gets me more frustrated 
than any other subject. 
I have to remind myself 
how to do things like 
long division," Dannii 
said in an interview 
with Hello magazine, 
according to a dailymail.
co.uk report.She added 
that teaching her son 
was actually exhausting 
for her. "Then try 

to explain it to Ethan and he sees me 
struggling with it. I am exhausted by the 
end of the day," she pointed out.

IANS

SHAHID KAPOOR 
IS HERE TO CHARM 
YOU ALL WITH HIS 

INSPIRATIONAL 
MESSAGE!

Here is what he wrote, "Dig deep.
 Nothing comes for free. Find that place 

within that loves the grind.
 Whatever it is that keeps

 you going. Pushing forward.
 Headwind tailwind whatever.. Keep it 

real and always make it count."

Shahid 
Kapoor has to be count 
in as one of the most 
charming actors in the 

Hindi fi lm industry who 
charmed the audience 
with his intense 
performance as Kabir 
Singh. The actor will 

next be seen rocking in 
the sports drama 'Jersey' 
for which he has been 
working pretty hard all 
year. Shahid was shooting 

in Chandigarh for his 
forthcoming fi lm 'Jersey' 
has recently wrapped 
the fi lming.The actor 
wanted a break of 'my 

selfness' before jumping 
into another project and 
it seems as he is enjoying 
his me time. 

Courtesy : Santa Banta

JACQUELINE 
FERNANDEZ

ON A ROLL, 
SIGNS THREE 
BIG TICKET 

FILMS!

Bollywood's Miss Sun-
shine Jacqueline Fer-
nandez has taken the 

nation by a storm with her 
past performances and is all 
set to give the audience some 
phenomenal performances 
in her upcoming movies.

Touted to be one of the most 
hardworking actress of the B-
Town, Jacqueline has a jam-
packed schedule with three 
big ticket fi lms in her kitty.It 
is safe to say, that the actress 
has made 2020 a blessing in 
disguise for herself.Talking 

about her upcoming mov-
ies, Jacqueline shares, `I am 
looking forward to working 
on such exciting projects.The 
genres of each of the fi lms 
are very different from each 
other and something I want-
ed to tick off my bucket list. 

The characters in my name 
have very different demands, 
so, it is going to be super 
thrilling."Speaking about her 
co-actors, she further shares, 
`The co-stars are people I 
have cherished working with 
before, Salman and Saif. I will 

be collaborating with Rohit 
Shetty and Ranveer for the 
fi rst time, they are all power-
houses of talent and it's going 
to be a blast shooting with 
them.``I will have no time to 
unwind and switch from one 
character to another, but I 

am not complaining, as I will 
be in a happy place with back 
to back fi lms lined up,` Jac-
queline says.Jacqueline Fer-
nandez will be in her 'Happy 
Place', for which she is super 
thrilled and pumped about. 

Courtesy : Santa Banta

KUNAL KEMMU : I 
ENJOY DOING COMEDY

The third installment of the 
Golmaal franchise directed 
by Rohit Shetty released 10 

years ago. Actor Kunal Kemmu, 
who played Laxman in the movie, 
reminisced about shooting for the 
fi lm and said that he really enjoys 
comedy."'Golmaal 3' has been 
such a special fi lm for me and the 
amount of love I've received from 
the audiences for my role has 
been overwhelming," Kunal said.
The 2010 release also starred Ajay 
Devgn, Kareena Kapoor Khan, 
Arshad Warsi, Tusshar Kapoor, 
Shreyas Talpade, Johnny Lever, 
Ratna Pathak Shah and Mithun 
Chakraborty.Kunal shared that he 
loves the comedy genre."I really 
enjoy doing comedy and it's always 
nice to make people laugh and give 
them feel-good content. Even till 
today, people give 'Golmaal 3' the 

same amount of love and I'm really 
happy about it. We all had such a 
great time making this fi lm," he 
said.Kunal was recently seen in 
the digitally-released heist comedy 
"Lootcase". He was also seen in the 
second season of the thriller web-
series "Abhay".

IANS

LISA RAY
 CREDITS MOTHER FOR
'UNIQUENESS, TALENT, 

CHUNKY ARMS'

Lisa 
Ray credits her 
mother for everything 
she has, including her 
chunky arms!

On Sunday, Lisa 
posted a string of 
pictures where is seen 
making goofy faces at 
the camera.

"Nerve, charisma, 
uniqueness and talent 
(thanks mama Ru), 
I got it all from my 
mama...along with my 
chunky arms and rest-
lessness. Without her 
watching me from the 

eternity of trillions of 
years of stars I would 
just be another 
misunderstood ec-
centric," she wrote.
The actress added 
that she misses her 
mother."

My purpose is 
rooted in carry-
ing forward her fine 
legacy of breaking 
rules, her emotional 
resourcefulness 
crossed with a fiery 
spirit. Thank you 
Mama. I miss you," 
she concluded.

IANS

KASHIKA KAPOOR :
 NO ONE CAN TEACH 

YOU TO ACT

Kashika Kapoor feels 
no one can teach an 
artiste how to act, 

adding that acting work-
shops and classes can just 
make the craft fun for an 
artiste."Nobody can make 
you an actor or teach the art 
of acting to you.

Acting workshops have 
only made it fun and con-
sistent for me to practise 
acting, not learn acting.

I'd rather put in my own 
skills than trying to adapt to 
someone else's. That's the 
best part about acting. I'm 
a born actor and I know it. 
I don't need to learn acting. 
I'm bound to practise it," 
she declared.

She added that she 
comes from a background 
that has nothing to do with 
showbiz."I belong to a sim-
ple family where we didn't 
have any association with 
the entertainment indus-

try, but it was my passion for 
this art that made me pursue 
acting.Growing up, I used to 
watch a lot of movies and lis-
ten to Bollywood music.

Soon I developed an inter-
est in acting.With the support 
of my family, I started learn-
ing singing, Kathak and mar-
tial arts at the age of fi ve," she 
says.However, she adds that 
she has always tried to get to 
know more about the craft.

"When I was in the 10th 
grade, I went to one of the 
studios in Mumbai to practise 
acting for six months.

I also practised acting for 
two years at the renowned 
Film Academy in New York. 
I believe that having knowl-
edge in the various creative 
arts will help me achieve my 
dream of becoming an ac-
tress," she added.Kashika 
has been part of television 
shows like "Pyaar Tune Kya 
Kiya"and "Adaalat".
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LINDSEY VONN STEPS 
OUT WITH OSORIO 
MONTHS AFTER
SPLITTING FROM
P.K. SUBBAN

American alpine 
ski racer Lind-
sey Vonn ap-

pears to have moved 
on from ex-fiance 
P.K. Subban with 
actor Diego Osorio, 
as suggested by new 
photos of the pair.

According to Page 
Six, the 36-year-old 
ski champion was 
spotted with Osorio 
hitting the streets of 
Soho in New York 
City on Wednesday 
(local time).

The blond beauty 
was seen going 
casual donning a 
faded AC/DC T-
shirt, ripped blue 
jeans and sneakers. 
Osorio went with an 
all-black ensemble 
and a pair of colour-
ful kicks.

Former Olympic 
skier Vonn and the 
‘Drug Mule’ actor 
stopped by Olive’s 
for an iced tea and 
also visited Oliver 
Peoples glasses 
before walking to 
dinner.
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SHAHEER SHEIKH TALKS ABOUT CHILDHOOD AMBITION

Telly star Shaheer 
Sheikh says his ambi-
tion in life as a child 

was to give a good life to 
his family.Shaheer made 
his television debut in 2009 
with "Kya Mast Hai Life" 
and has appeared in shows 
like "Mahabharat: (2013-
14 series) and "Kuch Rang 
Pyar Ke Aise Bhi".

"I was ambitious of giv-
ing a good life to my fam-
ily, and the people who are 
with me. Because when you 
have seen diffi cult times in 
your life, you want to work 
hard and make sure your 
family doesn't go through 
the same phase again," he 
said."Since childhood if 
someone asked me what do 
you want to become when 
you grow up, I would say 
I want to become a good 

son, a good friend, and stuff 
like that. So the kind of life 

I want to live is pretty clear 
in my head, so that was my 

goal always," he added.
Shaheer is currently seen 

in "Yeh Rishtey Hain Pyaar 
Ke".The actor said that his 
on-screen character Abir 
is very similar to him in 
real life."With Abir I have 
learned to be there for my 
people.Generally, we tend 
to focus more on our life 
and how we want to live it, 
but Abir has a special qual-
ity to be always there for 
his loved ones, and how 
and when they might need 
you," he said."It made me 
realise how important it 
might be for my family, my 
people, that I call them, 
and be there for them, just 
ask them or just greet them, 
every once in a while. It has 
changed that in me. I am 
now actively calling and 
talking to my family, my 
friends," he added.
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