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New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 
Seeking to augment hu-
man resources deployed in 
fighting COVID-19, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
approved a number of mea-
sures, including postpon-
ing the NEET-PG for at least 
four months to make a large 
number of qualified doctors 
available for pandemic duty 
and pressing into service 

medical interns.The PMO 
said in a statement on Mon-
day that the services of final 
year MBBS students can also 

be utilised for providing ser-
vices like tele-consultation 
and monitoring of mild 
COVID cases after due ori-

entation under the faculty’s 
supervision.Medical interns 
will work under the supervi-
sion of their faculty.

This will reduce the work-
load on the existing doctors 
engaged in COVID duty and 
boost the efforts of triaging, 
it said.It added that B.Sc. or 
GNM qualified nurses may 
be utilised in full-time CO-
VID nursing duties under the 
supervision of senior doctors 
and nurses.Those providing 
services in COVID manage-
ment will be given priority in 
forthcoming regular govern-
ment recruitments after they 
complete a minimum of 100 
days of duty, the PMO said.

‘UNCONSTITUTIONAL’: SC STRIKES DOWN 
WB HOUSING REGULATION ACT

INDIA RECORDS 3,57,229 NEW CASES IN SINGLE DAY

COVID-19 : PM TAKES KEY
 DECISIONS TO BOOST AVAILABILITY 

OF MEDICAL PERSONNEL

New Delhi, May 4  (IANS)
The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday quashed the West 
Bengal Housing Industry 
Regulation Act (WB-HIRA), 
2017, holding it “unconsti-
tutional” and “repugnant” 
to the Real Estate (Regu-
lation and Development) 
Act, 2016 passed by the 
Parliament.

A bench comprising Jus-
tices D.Y. Chandrachud 
and M.R Shah said: “Re-
pugnancy in the constitu-
tional sense is implicated 

not because there is a con-
flict between the provi-
sions enacted by the state 
legislature with those of 
the law enacted by Parlia-

ment but because once 
Parliament has enacted a 
law, it is not open to the 
state legislature to legislate 
on the same subject matter 
and, as in this case, by en-
acting provisions which are 
bodily lifted from and ver-
batim the same as the stat-
utory provisions enacted 
by Parliament.”The bench 
added that the overlap 
between the provisions of 
WB-HIRA and the RERA is 
so significant as to leave no 
manner of doubt that the 

test of repugnancy based 
on an identity of subject 
matter is clearly estab-
lished. “The state legisla-
ture has encroached upon 
the legislative authority of 
Parliament which has su-
premacy within the ambit 
of the subjects falling with-
in the Concurrent List of 
the Seventh Schedule. The 
exercise conducted by the 
state legislature of doing 
so, is plainly unconstitu-
tional,” said the bench, in 
its 190-page judgment.

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS)
Former Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday 
once again attacked the Na-
rendra Modi government for 
its inaction as “many innocent 
people” continued to lose the 
battle against Covid and said 
a crime has been committed 
against India.

He said the only way to stop 
the apocalyptic march of the 
pandemic was an immediate 
complete lockdown with the 
protection of NYAY scheme for 
the vulnerable sections.

“Government of India (GOI) 
doesn’t get it. The only way 
to stop the spread of Corona 
now is a full lockdown - with 
the protection of NYAY for the 
vulnerable sections. Govern-
ment of India’s inaction is kill-
ing many innocent people,” 

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 
India’s total tally of COVID-19 
cases crossed the 2 crore mark 
with 3,57,229 infections be-
ing reported in a day, while 
the death toll increased to 
2,22,408 with 3,449 new fatali-
ties, according to the Union 
Health Ministry data updated 
on Tuesday.

The total tally of COVID-19 
cases in the country has 
climbed to 2,02,82,833.Regis-
tering a steady increase, the 
active cases have increased to 

34,47,133 comprising 17 per 
cent of the total infections, 
while the national COVID-19 
recovery rate was recorded at 
81.91 per cent, the data up-
dated at 8 am showed.

The number of people 
who have recuperated from 
the disease surged to 1, 
66,13,292, while the case 
fatality rate was recorded 
at 1.10 per cent, the data 
stated.India’s COVID-19 
tally had crossed the 20-
lakh mark on August 7, 30 

lakh on August 23, 40 lakh 
on September 5 and 50 lakh 
on September 16.

It went past  60 lakh on Sep-
tember 28, 70 lakh on October 
11, crossed 80 lakh on October 
29, 90 lakh on November 20 
and surpassed the one-crore 
mark on December 19. India 
crossed the grim milestone of 
1.50 crore on April 19.Accord-
ing to the ICMR, 29,33,10,779 
samples have been tested up 
to May 3 with 16,63,742 sam-
ples being tested on Monday.

2 TERRORISTS 
KILLED IN SOPORE 

ENCOUNTER

PM SPEAKS TO BENGAL GUV OVER POST POLL VIOLENCE

Those providing 
services in COVID 
management will 

be given priority in 
forthcoming regular 

government 
recruitments after 
they complete a 
minimum of 100 
days of duty, the 

PMO said.

A CRIME HAS 
BEEN COMMITTED 

AGAINST INDIA: 
RAHUL

he tweeted.In another tweet, 
lamenting at the government 
he said, “I just want to make 
it clear that a lockdown is 
now the only option because 
of a complete lack of strategy 

by GOI. They allowed, rather, 
they actively helped the vi-
rus reach this stage where 
there’s no other way to stop it. 
A crime has been committed 
against India.”

Srinagar, May 4 (IANS) Two 
terrorists were killed in an en-
counter between militants and 
security forces in the Nathi-
pora area of Sopore in North 
Kashmir's Baramulla district 
on Tuesday evening, officials 
said."Two terrorists were 
killed in Sopore encounter. 

Search operation is going 
on," the police said.

The firefight between ter-
rorists and security forces 
took place after a joint team 
of the police and the army 
cordoned off the area and 
launched a search opera-
tion on the basis of specific 
information about the pres-
ence of terrorists there.As 

the security forces zeroed in 
on the spot where the terror-
ists were hiding, they came 
under a heavy volume of fire 
that triggered the encounter.

Earlier, police sources had 
indicated that one foreign 
terrorist involved in the kill-
ing of two councillors and a 
policeman is trapped in the 
encounter.

The active cases have increased to 34,47,133 comprising 17 per cent of the total infections.

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Tuesday ex-
pressed his anguish and 
concern over West Bengal 
post poll violence in a tel-
ephonic conversation with 
state Governor Jagdeep 
Dhankhar, asking him to 
restore law and order.

In a tweet, Dhankhar 
informed that the Prime 
Minister called him to take 
stock of alarmingly worri-
some law and order situa-
tion in the state where re-
ports of arson and violence 
came from parts of the state 
on Sunday evening even as 

trends and results of the As-
sembly election were pour-
ing in."PM called and ex-
pressed his serious anguish 
and concern at alarmingly 
worrisome law and order 

situation @MamataOfficial. 
I share grave concerns @
PMOIndia given that vio-
lence vandalism, arson, 
loot and killings continue 
unabated. Concerned must 

act in overdrive to restore 
order," West Bengal Gov-
ernor Jagdeep Dhankhar 
tweeted.

Prime Minister's con-
versation with West Ben-
gal Governor followed the 
Union Home Ministry's 
Monday direction to the 
state government seeking a 
detailed report on the vio-
lence targeting opposition 
political workers.

The Home Ministry in a 
letter to the West Bengal 
Chief Secretary on Mon-
day asked him to submit a 
detailed report on the vio-
lence.
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Delhi got only 44% of required oxygen from Centre on Mon: AAP
New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 

The Delhi government on 
Tuesday cornered the Central 
government over the alloca-
tion of medical oxygen to the 
national capital on Monday, 
saying it received only 433 
metric tonne (MT) oxygen 
on Monday against its re-
quirement of 976 MT – which 
comes to 44 per cent of the 
requisite amount to mitigate 
the crisis.

Sharing the details in a 
video conference, Aam Aad-

mi Party (AAP) MLA Raghav 
Chadha said that 41 hospitals 
in the national capital sent 
SOS calls for oxygen on Mon-
day through various medi-
ums, including social media, 
phone calls and helplines.

In these 41 hospitals, Chad-
ha said, the total number of 
people on oxygen support 
was 7,142 where the Delhi 
government supplied 21.3 MT 
oxygen.

“We addressed all the 41 
SOS calls and ensured that 

oxygen was supplied to the 
people by hook or crook. The 
gap of 56 per cent between 
demand and supply in oxy-
gen supply still exists, and the 
faster we overcome the gap, 
the faster such SOS calls will 
come down,” Chadha said.

“The Delhi government 
needs 976 MT of oxygen, 
while what we received on 
May 3 from the Centre was 
only 433 MT. This is only 44 
per cent of what we need and 
what we had demanded from 

them,” Chadha said.
The AAP leader also said 

that Delhi received an average 
of 393 MT of oxygen a day last 
week against a requirement of 
976 MT, which was just 40 per 
cent of the total demand.

The AAP MLA said, “The 
team of Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal is working round-
the-clock to overcome the 
shortage of oxygen through 
better management.”

The AAP leader said that all 
Delhi government officials, 

employees and ministers are 
working day and night, track-
ing the hospitals.

Noting the heart-wrench-
ing plea of the mother of a 
10-year-old on Monday, the 
AAP leader said that her son 
was on oxygen support but 
the hospital was on the verge 
of exhausting its stock. “We 
immediately addressed the 
situation and diverted our 
truck to the hospital.”

“Like all of us know, oxy-
gen scarcity has caused us to 

fight a relentless battle with 
Covid-19 in Delhi. The Kejri-
wal government is doing its 
best and making all the efforts 
to facilitate sufficient oxygen 
supply in all the Covid hospi-
tals. We are doing everything 
we can so that every patient 
returns home healthy, safe, 
and sound,” he said.

Chada clarified that the AAP 
government decided that it 
was necessary to put forth all 
the figures with utmost trans-
parency in front of the people 

of Delhi.
“The amount of oxygen we 

received in the past week, the 
number of SOS Calls we ad-
dressed, and how we are ac-
tually dealing with them on a 
24x7 basis through adequate 
communication… This oxy-
gen bulletin is an attempt to 
put all of this in front of the 
people of Delhi,” he said.

The AAP leader said that 
this insufficient allocation has 
led to the scarcity of oxygen in 
the national capital.

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) High 
concern for patients with Co-
vid-19 infections resulted in delay 
in treatment of people with non-
Covid ailments, finds a survey by 
NATHEALTH, a healthcare indus-
try body. The survey “Impact of 
Covid-19 on patient behaviour to-
wards accessing healthcare facili-
ties,” involved 2,134 patients from 
across India, between January and 
February 2021.

The results showed that 57 per 
cent patients cancelled/post-
poned/rescheduled their treat-
ment plan during the period of 
March-December 2020. About 34 
per cent of OPD patients cancelled 
or rescheduled their visits to the 
hospitals, while 100 per cent of 
the elective surgery patients can-
celled/postponed/rescheduled 
their surgeries.

Among patients who cancelled/
postponed their treatment, 62 per 
cent believe that their health con-
dition has been negatively impact-
ed, and 82 per cent patients wished 
to reschedule/return to their treat-
ment plan by June 2021

“In the last few weeks, contin-
ued focus on Covid tests and treat-
ments have reduced attention on 

noncommunicable diseases, non-
Covid surgeries, treatments and 
consultations by private health-
care providers. It is vital for health-
care delivery centres to communi-
cate to patients to not delay their 
treatment and avail non-Covid 
services related to tests, screenings 
and consultations,” Harsh Maha-
jan, President, NATHEALTH and 
Founder andA Chief Radiologist, 
Mahajan Imaging, said in a state-
ment.

About 50 per cent patients en-
gaged in tele-consultations with 
their healthcare providers during 
the complete lockdown phase, 
while only 2 per cent patients opt-
ed for home healthcare services.

“A delay will only lead to further 
health complications in the midst 
of the ongoing pandemic by re-
sulting in another catastrophe. 
Patients must be made aware that 
they can opt for e-consults and 
professional at home healthcare 
services,” Mahajan said.

The survey also suggested adopt-
ing data intelligence algorithm 
processes to help prioritise patient 
needs. It also argued the need to 
make zero contact consultations 
more common.

Covid-19 delayed treatment 
of other ailments: Survey

Delhi, 4 May  A Delhi-based human 
resource professional has taken the onus to 
help migrant standalone students seeking to 
pay for quarantine facilities in the country’s 
capital.

Manish Mishra, a 33-year-old who runs a 
small human resources management firm 
has committed to transfer Rs 2,000 to help 
each of such students overcome the tough 
times in this corona crisis starting from May 
1-11. All students requiring this exigency 
financial can send information like Aadhar 
Card, Covid Report, Doctor Prescription etc & 
short note of crisis to bharatmanishmishra@
gmail.com. Till date more than 510 students 
have received this help on details sent.

Understanding the pain and plight of the 
migrant cash-starved students, who may 
have to shift to quarantine facilities in this 
pandemic, Manish Mishra, said, “I am not 
a large corporate house, neither am I very 
affluent. Even if 1000 people in a population 
of 1.30 billion gather courage and motivation 
to undertake small philanthropic activity, 
India will come out of this crisis faster”.

This initiative might end up encouraging 
a concept of crowd donations, which will 
enable various communities to have access 
to money which can be life saver in most 

cases, Mishra said.
Oxygen, injections, logistical help is 

coming in from NGOs, government, 
corporates, but certain emergencies require 
immediate cash in bank account, he said.

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 
Indian Army on Tuesday raised 
an issue of less allotment of 
oxygen to its base hospital 
in the national capital by the 
Delhi government.

The force stated that 
the hospital has a daily 
requirement of 3.4 MT of 
oxygen. The Delhi government 
allocated 1 MT till Monday.

All of a sudden on Tuesday, 
the allotment was reduced to 

0.4 MT. A senior Army officer 
stated that the matter has been 
taken up with the Ministry of 
Defence which further has 
taken up with the issue with the 
Delhi government. “There is a 
problem. Oxygen was allocated 
less than the requirement. We 
are trying to resolve the matter 
with the government,” said a 
senior officer.

After a hue and cry started, 
Western Command of the 

Force assured all serving 
personnel, veterans and 
dependents of their assistance 
and full support.

Sources, however, stated 
that the four times expansion 
of the Base Hospital to provide 
extensive medical assistance 
during the Covid surge may 
take the hit after this.

At the start of the current 
Covid-19 wave, the Base 
Hospital catered for 340 

Covid beds of which just 250 
beds were oxygenated. “This 
resource was being severely 
stretched for additional 
capacities due to exponential 
rise in cases,” Colonel Aman 
Anand said.

Despite the beds being filled 
to their capacity, patients over 
and above this capacity were 
being treated in the Trauma 
Centre after obtaining their 
willingness to wait for beds.

Capital city-based HR Professional 
offers migrant students help to fund 

quarantine needs

We stand by 2.28 cr voters who believed in us: BJP
New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 

Amid reports of violence 
against its supporters allegedly 
by Trinamool Congress 
workers, the BJP on Tuesday 
pledged that the party will 
stand with those who believed 
in it. Addressing a virtual press 
conference BJP Spokesperson, 
Dr Sambit Patra said, “We are 
the main Opposition party 
in Bengal today and we are 
taking this pledge today - we 
are standing by the 2.28 crore 
voters of Bengal who believed 
in us.”

“2.28 crore Bengalis voted 
for the BJP, is it not their 
democratic right to vote for a 
political party of their choice? 
Will Mamata Banerjee led TMC 
government take care of them? 

Do they have no democratic 
right?” he asked.

Patra claimed that the 
situation in West Bengal 
is unbelievable. “We have 
never witnessed such scenes 
in India’s electoral history. 
Bengal is burning. There 
should be graciousness after 
winning polls. However, the 
violence being perpetrated 
in Bengal is painful and 
saddening,” Patra said.

In a message to BJP workers, 
Patra said, “The party stands in 
strength with you. It will come 
to you and support you in this 
hour of crisis. BJP National 
President J.P. Nadda Ji will 
personally visit them, the same 
Nadda Ji, who was attacked by 
TMC goons earlier.”

Referring to violence 
unleashed against women 
supporters of the saffron 
party, Patra said, “Mamata Ji - 
you’ve won and everyone has 
congratulated you for it. You 
are a woman and the daughter 
of Bengal. Aren’t these women 
who are being killed and raped 
daughters of Bengal? Do they 
deserve this?

BJP leader Anirban Ganguly 
said that whatever TMC is 
doing is very close to Nazi 
Germany’s fascism and this is 
a fascist government.

“Such incidents do not 
take place in a democratic 
government. Where is Arvind 
Kejriwal Ji, Sharad Pawar Ji 
today? Why are they silent 
today about the people of 

Bengal,” Ganguly asked.
Ganguly further asked, 

“People who voted for the 
TMC in Bengal, look into 
your conscience and answer 
this - whatever is happening 
in Bengal, is it right? Is this 
situation good? Is this the 
‘Khela’ TMC and Mamata Didi 
was talking about?”

He claimed that several 
BJP workers are getting 
anonymous phone calls that 
are mostly death threats. 
“Bengal Minister and TMC 
leader Firhad Hakim had 
also said that after elections 
are over and Central forces 
leave the state, we will take 
care of everyone. Several BJP 
karyakartas have had to leave 
their houses.

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 
BJP spokesperson and se-
nior advocate Gaurav Bha-
tia on Tuesday moved the 
Supreme Court seeking a 
CBI probe into the episodes 
of violence which erupted 
in West Bengal after the 
declaration of Assembly 
election results on May 2 in 
which the ruling Trinamool 
Congress cruised to a land-
slide victory.

The plea said: “The in-
stant application has been 
preferred by the petitioner 
to bring to the notice of this 

court the brutal murders 
and commission of serious 
crimes like rape and moles-
tation, blatant violence and 
the complete breakdown of 
the law and order machin-
ery in the state of West Ben-
gal, during and after the re-
cently concluded Assembly 
elections.”

Citing media reports, 
Bhatia alleged in his plea 
that the violence is directly 
sponsored by ruling party 
through its workers who 
are seeking revenge against 
the citizens of the state who 

exercised their democratic 
right to vote for a party oth-
er than the Trinamool.

The BJP leader also cited 
the “murder” of one Avijit 
Sarkar in Kolkata, stating 
that it was “proof enough to 
highlight as to how there is 
a great dance of democracy 
that is currently underway 
in West Bengal under the 
protection of Trinamool 
Congress”.

“Sarkar in a video up-
loaded on Facebook mo-
ments before his death 
highlighted how the Tri-

namool workers not only 
ransacked his house and 
NGO, but also mercilessly 
killed voiceless puppies. 
Sarkar specifically blamed 
the Trinamool leaders for 
the attack and eventual 
death,” added the plea.

The plea further argued 
that it is clear that the Tri-
namool has been exercis-
ing undue influence over 
the police and other law 
enforcement agencies in-
asmuch as no FIRs have 
been registered against any 
alleged party workers for 

their acts of crime.
“The Trinamool has de-

humanised its political 
opponents, specifically 
targeting the BJP and its 
members and workers, 
branding them as fascists 
and bigots,” read the plea.

Besides demanding a CBI 
probe, the plea also sought 
directions to the West Ben-
gal government to file a 
detailed status report with 
respect to the FIRs regis-
tered, arrests made, and 
steps taken by it against the 
perpetrators of the crimes.

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 
The Delhi High Court on 
Tuesday sought response 
from Centre on a plea seek-
ing direction to strike down 
the Government of Nation-
al Capital Territory of Delhi 
(GNCTD) Amendment Act, 
which increases powers of 
the Lieutenant Governor.

The plea has been filed 
by a law student Skrikant 
Prasad claiming the Act, 
which came into force on 
April 27, “re-defines Delhi 

government as the Lt Gov-
ernor”. The plea argued 
that the Act curbs the Delhi 
Assembly’s power to con-
duct proceedings.

A bench of Chief Justice 
D.N. Patel and Justice Jas-
meet Singh issued notices 
to the ministries of law and 
home affairs and sought 
their response in the mat-
ter.

Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral (ASG) Chetan Sharma 
and central government 

standing counsel Ajay Dig-
paul accepted the notice on 
behalf of the ministries.

Prasad in his plea con-
tended, “Further, the Act 
provides that the opinion 
of the LG must be obtained 
before taking any executive 
action on decisions of the 
Delhi government, on such 
matters as may be specified 
by the LG.”

Prasad in the plea has 
argued the provisions in 
the Act runs contrary to 

various fundamental rights 
and Article 239AA of the 
Constitution. Article 239AA 
of the Constitution, among 
other things, provides that 
LG would be the adminis-
trative head of the National 
Capital Territory of Delhi.

The plea further con-
tended that Act will alleg-
edly increase the suffering 
of people of the national 
capital, amid the ongoing 
Covid-19 health crisis, in 
connection with shortage 

in supply of oxygen, essen-
tial medicines and beds.

The petitioner argued 
that provisions of the Act 
are in contrast with the Su-
preme Court order on the 
powers of LG and the Delhi 
government. 

He added that the top 
court had said that the LG 
would be bound by aid and 
advice of Council of Min-
isters except in matters of 
land, police and public or-
der.

Delhi HC seeks Centre’s reply on plea against NCT Amendment Act

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 
In order to tackle the 
requirement of medical 
oxygen in the wake of the 
raging second wave of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the 
Defence Research and 
Development Organisation 
(DRDO) has started installing 
five medical oxygen plants in 

Delhi and Haryana.
Four such plants are being 

installed in Delhi at AIIMS 
Trauma Centre, Dr Ram 
Manohar Lohia Hospital 
(RML), Safdarjung Hospital 
and Lady Hardinge Medical 
College, while the fifth plant 
is being installed at AIIMS 
Jhajjar in Haryana.

As per the schedule, two of 
these plants reached Delhi 
on Tuesday and are being 
installed at the AIIMS Trauma 
Centre and RML Hospital.

These have been supplied 
by Trident Pneumatics Pvt 
Ltd, Coimbatore, which is the 
technology partner of DRDO. 
The company has been given 

an order for 48 plants, while 
an order for 332 plants have 
been placed with the Tata 
Advanced Systems Limited 
the delivery of which will start 
from mid-May, the DRDO 
said. The delivery schedule is 
being monitored very closely 
to ensure that the plants are 
installed on time. The sites 

are being prepared at each 
hospital where the plants will 
be installed.

These medical oxygen 
plants are designed for a flow 
rate of 1,000-litre per minute 
(LPM). The system can cater 
to 190 patients at a flow rate 
of 5 LPM and charge 195 
cylinders per day.

DRDO starts installing 5 medical O2 plants in Delhi, Haryana

Less oxygen allotment at Delhi base hospital, Army complaints to govt

The medical oxygen plant 
(MOP) technology has been 
developed by the DRDO based 
on the OnaBoard Oxygen 
Generation for LCA Tejas.

These plants will overcome 
the logistics issues of oxygen 
transportation and help 
the Covid-19 patients in 
emergency.

“The CSIR has also ordered 
120 MOP plants through its 
industries,” the DRDO stated.

“A plan was quickly put 
in place to expand the 
capacity to 650 Covid beds 
of which 450 beds have 
been oxygenated by April 30, 

2021,” the officer said.
The Intensive Care Unit 

(ICU) was also enhanced 
from 12 beds to 35 ICU beds 
by April 29. “Next phase of 

expansion will see the present 
capacity being augmented to 
900 oxygenated beds by the 
second week of June 2021,” 
he said.

BJP leader moves SC seeking CBI probe into post-poll violence in Bengal



cityIndian Horizon
Wednesday, May 5, 2021 3CITYIndian Horizon

Wednesday, March 05, 2021 3

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) The 
Supreme Court on Tuesday 
quashed the West Bengal 
Housing Industry Regulation 
Act (WB-HIRA), 2017, holding 
it “unconstitutional” and 
“repugnant” to the Real 
Estate (Regulation and 
Development) Act, 2016 
passed by the Parliament.

A bench comprising Justices 
D.Y. Chandrachud and M.R 
Shah said: “Repugnancy in 
the constitutional sense is 
implicated not because there 
is a conflict between the 
provisions enacted by the 
state legislature with those of 
the law enacted by Parliament 
but because once Parliament 
has enacted a law, it is not 
open to the state legislature 
to legislate on the same 

subject matter and, as in this 
case, by enacting provisions 
which are bodily lifted from 
and verbatim the same as the 
statutory provisions enacted 
by Parliament.”

The bench added that the 
overlap between the provisions 
of WB-HIRA and the RERA is 
so significant as to leave no 
manner of doubt that the test 
of repugnancy based on an 
identity of subject matter is 
clearly established. “The state 
legislature has encroached 
upon the legislative authority 
of Parliament which has 
supremacy within the ambit 
of the subjects falling within 
the Concurrent List of the 
Seventh Schedule. The 
exercise conducted by the 
state legislature of doing so, 

is plainly unconstitutional,” 
said the bench, in its 190-page 
judgment.

The top court noted that 
the West Bengal law was 
in direct conflict with the 
central legislation by lacking 
necessary safeguards to 
protect consumers, and 
creating a parallel regime. 
Additionally, the top court 
added that it is clear that WB-
HIRA did not have presidential 
assent and was repugnant to 
the RERA under Article 254.

Striking down the state law, 
the top court said: “Hence, 
in exercise of the jurisdiction 
under Article 142, we direct 
that the striking down of 
WB-HIRA will not affect 
the registrations, sanctions 
and permissions previously 

granted under the legislation 
prior to the date of this 
judgment.”

It pointed out how RERA 
included open car parking in 
definition of common area 
which was not there in WB-
HIRA. 

The definition of ‘force 
majeure’ under the RERA 
for delay in registration of 
housing project covered war, 
flood, drought, fire, cyclone, 
earthquake or any other 
calamity, on the other hand, 
the West Bengal law gave wide 
discretion to the authorities 
to incorporate “any other 
circumstances prescribed” 
for it. NGO Forum for Peoples 
Collective Efforts (FPCE) 
challenged the validity of the 
state law.

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 
Amid the post poll violence 
against the BJP workers in 
West Bengal, the saffron 
party’s Lok Sabha member 
Parvesh Verma warned the 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
leaders saying they may 

face similar violence in the 
national capital.

After the declaration of 
the West Bengal Assembly 
poll results on May 2, the 
BJP alleged that houses, 
shops and vehicles of its 
workers were attacked by 

TMC cadres. It is also alleged 
that the vehicle of Suvendu 
Adhikari, who defeated Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee 
in Nandigram, was also 
attacked.

Verma told IANS that defeat 
and victory are part of the 

election process and murder 
or attacks on political rivals 
have no place in a democracy.

“TMC goons started 
attacking our workers and 
leaders after winning the 
elections. They set houses and 
shops of BJP workers on fire. 

They vandalized the vehicles 
of our workers. The TMC must 
remember that its MPs, Chief 
Minister, MLAs also have to 
come to Delhi and they may 
be treated in the same way as 
they are attacking BJP workers 
in West Bengal. It is a warning 

to TMC leaders,” Verma said.
When asked to explain 

what he means by warning, 
Verma said, “TMC leaders 
who instigate the violence 
must understand they will 
have to venture out of the 
state and will have to visit the 
national capital. If they don’t 
mend their ways, TMC leaders 

may also receive the same 
treatment in Delhi.”

Later, on sharing a video of 
an attack on BJP workers on 
Twitter, Verma said, “I dare 
TMC to use the word ‘Fascism’ 
ever again for anyone else 
other than Mamata Banerjee. 
Because this is what Fascism 
looks like in real life.”

‘Unconstitutional’: SC strikes down WB Housing 
Regulation Act

BJP MP Parvesh Verma warns TMC leaders of attacks in Delhi

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 
The cumulative number 
of Covid-19 vaccine doses 
administered in the country 
has crossed 15.89 crore on 
Tuesday with more than four 
lakh people aged between 18 
to 44 years vaccinated in the 
Phase-3 drive.

A total of 4,06,339 
beneficiaries of the age group 
between 18 and 44 years 
received their first dose of 
Covid vaccine across 12 states 
and Union Territories.

These are Chhattisgarh 
(1,025), Delhi (40,028), 
Gujarat (1,08,191), Haryana 
(55,565), Jammu and Kashmir 
(5,587), Karnataka (2,353), 
Maharashtra (73,714), 
Odisha (6,802), Punjab (635), 
Rajasthan (76,151), Tamil 
Nadu (2,744) and Uttar 
Pradesh (33,544).

Cumulatively, 15,89,32,921 
vaccine doses have been 
administered through 
23,35,822 sessions so far, as 
per the provisional report till 7 
a.m. on Tuesday, said Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare 
(MoHF).

Of the total vaccination, 
94,48,289 Healthcare 
Workers (HCWs) have been 
administered first dose and 
62,97,900 got second dose.

A total of 1,35,05,877 

Frontline Workers (FLWs) 
have received first dose and 
72,66,380 got second dose.

While 4,06,339 beneficiaries 
aged between 18-44 years have 
received first dose.

Those aged over 45 years 
old to 60 years account 
for 5,30,50,669 who were 
administered first dose 
while 41,42,786 injected 
second dose. Those above 60 
years received first dose are 
5,28,16,238 while 1,19,98,443 
have got the second dose.

As per the MoHF, 10 states 
accounted for 66.94 per cent 
of the cumulative doses given 
so far in the country. Of them, 
Maharashtra have been given 
maximum of 1,64,22,152 
doses followed by Rajasthan 
(1,33,38,393), Gujarat 
(1,29,50,608), Uttar Pradesh 
(1,28,65,305), West Bengal 
(1,12,43,084), Karnataka 
(98,92,349), Madhya Pradesh 
(82,22,982), Kerala (75,08,437), 
Bihar (72,17,903), and Andhra 
Pradesh (67, 29,038).

As on Day-108 of the 
vaccination drive (May 3), 
17,08,390 vaccine doses were 
given. Across 12,739 sessions, 
8,38,343 beneficiaries were 
vaccinated for the first dose 
and 8,70,047 beneficiaries 
received the second dose of 
vaccine.

Over 15.89cr Covid jabs 
carried out in IndiaNew Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 

In a move towards helping 
needy people in the national 
capital amid lockdown im-
posed across the city, Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Tuesday announced 
free ration for the next two 
months to 72 lakh ration card 
holders.

Kejriwal, however, clari-
fied “it doesn’t mean that 
the lockdown will continue 
for the next two months”, 
expressing hope that the re-
strictions will be lifted soon 
after the Covid cases reduced.

The Aam Aadmi Party’s 

(AAP) national convenor also 
announced an economic 
support of Rs 5,000 each to 
all the auto and taxi drivers in 
the national capital whose in-
come has suddenly stopped 
since the lockdown was im-

posed in the city.
Under the Delhi govern-

ment’s move, Kejriwal said a 
total of 1,56,000 drivers will 
be covered. “These are those 
drivers who were provided 
a similar amount during the 

lockdown imposed for the 
first time in Delhi.”

The Chief Minister said the 
amount, however, will not be 
sufficient for the drivers but 
“it will surely help them eco-
nomically during the crisis”.

Kejriwal made it clear that 
the lockdown was neces-
sary to contain the spread 
of the deadly virus which on 
an average has been infect-
ing around 25,000 people 
on a daily basis for the last 
few days. However, the lat-
est Covid figure received on 
Monday evening showed that 
a total of 18,043 people were 

infected till then, including 
448 deaths, in the national 
capital. A total of 12,12,989 
people cumulatively have 
been infected with the Covid 
so far. Of them, 17,414 people 
have lost their lives so far.

Mentioning that lockdown 
specially hit the poor, Kejri-
wal said the government re-
cently provided Rs 5,000 to 
the bank accounts of several 
labourers to support them 
economically during the cru-
cial period. The lockdown in 
Delhi will continue till 5 a.m. 
on May 10 as per the latest or-
der of the Delhi government.

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 
The Delhi High Court on 
Tuesday told the Centre that 
it intends to see the compli-
ance of its order in connec-
tion with the oxygen supply 
to the national capital. The 
Centre’s failure to implement 
the order also irked the court 
and brought the government 
close to a contempt case.

A division bench of Jus-
tices Vipin Sanghi and Rekha 
Palli asked the government 
to explain why a contempt 
case should not be initiated 
against it. It directed the Cen-
tre to show cause why no ac-
tion should be taken against 
it for failure to comply with 

the Supreme Court and High 
Court orders to supply re-
quired oxygen to the Delhi 
government.

Making strong remarks, the 
bench asked the Centre: “Are 
you living in an ivory tower? 
Where are you living?” The 
bench further added that be-
cause the Delhi government 

didn’t raise the demand, peo-
ple should be allowed to die. 
“Is this what it’s come to? You 
want to quibble while people 
are losing lives?”

On shortage of oxygen in 
Delhi, the High Court told 
the Centre, “you can put your 
head in sand like ostrich, we 
will not.”

The top court’s April 30 
order shows it directed the 
Centre to provide 700 MT of 
oxygen and not just 490 MT, 
said the High Court. It further 
emphasised there is already 
a top court order and now, 
it will also say the Centre will 
have to supply 700 MT oxy-
gen daily to Delhi right away 
by whatever means.

The court noted that it 
sees grim reality everyday of 
people, who are not able to 
secure oxygen or ICU beds 
in hospitals, which have re-
duced beds due to shortage 
of oxygen.

The high court also sought 
appearance of two Central 

government officers to be 
present before it on Wednes-
day to respond to the notice.

It also rejected the Cen-
tre’s submission that Delhi 
was not entitled to 700 met-
ric tonnes of medical oxygen 
against the backdrop of exist-
ing medical infrastructure.

Earlier, during the hearing, 
the High Court had said that 
the Centre must ensure that 
the proper supply of oxygen 
reaches Delhi, according to 
the instructions issued by the 
top court. “You may be blind, 
but we are not. We cannot 
shut our eyes. This is so in-
sensitive and unfortunate,” it 
had noted.

Free ration for 2 months to 72L ration card holders in Delhi: Kejriwal

You can bury your head like ostrich, but we won’t: Delhi HC to Centre

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 
The Indian Railways on 
Tuesday said that 27 Oxygen 
Express trains have completed 
their journey, delivering more 
than 1,585 metric tonnes of 
liquid medical oxygen (LMO) 
in 103 tankers to various 
states.

A Railway Ministry official 
said that overcoming all 
hurdles and finding new 
solutions, the railways is 
continuing its journey of 
bringing relief by delivering 
LMO.

“So far, railways has 
delivered 1,585 MT of LMO in 
103 tankers to various states 
across the country,” he said, 
adding that 27 Oxygen Express 
trains have already completed 
their journey and six more 
loaded Oxygen Express trains 

are on the way, carrying 463 
MT of LMO in 33 tankers.

Two more Oxygen Express 
to Delhi carrying more than 
244 MT LMO are on its way 
from Hapa and Mundra 
and are expected to reach 
Delhi on Tuesday itself, the 
official said. With this, Delhi 
would see nearly 450 MT of 
LMO provided in 24 hours 
beginning early hours on May 
4. According to the official, 
of the total 382 MT of LMO 
being delivered by Railways 
on Tuesday, nearly 244 MT 
was meant for Delhi, which 
is nearly 64 per cent of total 
load.

The official also said that 
Telangana also received its 
second Oxygen Express from 
Odisha’s Angul carrying 60.23 
MT LMO.

Railways delivers 1,585 MT LMO, 6 
more Oxygen Expresses on way New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 

Delhi-NCR witnessed an 
increase of 5 per cent in net 
absorption of office space 
during the first quarter of 
2021 on a quarter-on-quarter 
basis with 1.07 million sq. ft, 
according to a JLL report.

As per the JLL Office Market 
Update - Q1 2021, Noida 
contributed 55 per cent of 
the net absorption, backed 
by strong pre-commitment 
in the new completions 
followed by Gurugram with 
a contribution of 38 per cent.

Select big-ticket 
transactions in Gurugram 
and Noida contributed 
substantially to the leasing 
activity. There were few 
relocations by occupiers in a 
bid to reduce real estate cost 
and obtain fresh office spaces 
on attractive lease terms.

IT and IT-enabled services, 
BFSI, healthcare, legal and 
consulting firms dominated 
leasing during the quarter.

“Delhi NCR continues 
to be a vibrant location for 
the office market with well-
established submarkets and 
corridors. 

While Gurgaon and Noida 
have taken the lead in 
terms of development and 
infrastructure, the city itself 
continues to remain a highly 
preferred location. ‘

In total, eight projects 
totaling 4 million square 
feet were added to the stock 
which stood at 129 million 
square feet at the end of the 
quarter,” Manish Aggarwal, 
MD, Delhi NCR, JLL India.

“NCR office market 
remains one of the healthy 
commercial office space 

take-up and strong demand 
from IT/ITES, BFSI and law 
firms has fueled the growth 
momentum thereby showing 
strong commercial growth in 
the capital city,” he added.

The vacancy rate stood at 
29.3 per cent at the end of 
quarter, increasing by 140 
bps over the previous quarter. 
Vacancy levels rose in select 
prominent prime business 
districts where occupiers 
either downsized current 
occupancies or shifted to 
locations with relatively 
lower rents. Rents remained 
stable with developers 
offering increased rent-free 
periods on a case-by-case 
basis.

It is expected that rents will 
continue to remain range-
bound in the short-term as 
leasing momentum in the 

next few quarters will mainly 
hinge on the containment of 
the second wave of Covid.

The overall office market in 
India witnessed a decline of 
33 per cent in net absorption 
during Q1 2021 on a Q-o-Q 
basis, with 5.53 million 
square feet leased during 
January to March 2021.

On a year-on-year (Y-o-Y) 
basis, net absorption in Q1 
2021 stands at 64 per cent 
of the levels witnessed in Q1 
2020. Bengaluru, Hyderabad 
and Delhi NCR accounted 
for nearly 80 per cent of the 
net absorption during the 
quarter.

Moreover, Bengaluru and 
Delhi-NCR were the two 
markets which witnessed an 
increase in net absorption 
when compared to Q4 2020.

“While 2020 ended on a 

relatively high note, there 
was still uncertainty in 
the market with respect to 
resumption of business as 
usual. Occupiers continued 
to adopt a cautious approach 
and focused on reassessing 
their real estate portfolios and 
long-term commitments,” 
said Samantak Das, Chief 
Economist and Head of 
Research & REIS, India, JLL.

“To add to the woes, 
increasing fears of a spike 
in Covid cases in the second 
half of March further pushed 
the occupiers to press pause 
again and postpone their real 
estate decisions,” he said.

Das said that while net 
absorption is likely to hover 
around 25-30 million square 
feet, it will be at par with 
the net absorption levels 
witnessed during 2020.

Delhi-NCR logs 5% growth in office space absorption in Jan-Mar: JLL

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 
Due to the second wave of 
Covid, the Union Ministry 
of Education requested 
to postpone all offline 
examinations scheduled in 
the month of May, 2021.

This decision will be 
applicable to all central 
higher educational 
institutions across the 
country. Apart from this, 
such higher educational 
institutions will also 
have to postpone offline 
examinations, which receive 
financial support from the 
central government.

In a letter addressed 
to all heads of centrally 
funded institutions, Higher 
Education Secretary Amit 
Khare has urged these 

institutes to postpone all 
offline examinations to be 
held in the month of May, 
2021. Although online 
examinations may continue.

Higher Education 
Secretary Amit Khare has 
also said in his letter that this 
decision will be reviewed in 
the first week of June 2021.

Institutions have further 
been advised to ensure that 
if anyone in an institution 
is in need of assistance, it 

should be provided at the 
earliest so that it comes out 
of crisis soon.

All educational institutions 
must encourage eligible 
individuals to be vaccinated 
and ensure that Covid norms 
are followed properly.

At the same time, 
Delhi University has also 
postponed the online open 
book examination to be held 
in May. The examination 
was to be held from May 
15. Senior officials of the 
university have taken this 
important decision to 
postpone the examinations 
with the caretaker vice-
chancellor. According to the 
university administration, 
now these examinations will 
be held from June 1.

Offline exams in higher institutions 
postponed across the country
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BJP rues EPS did not seal deal with AMMK in Assembly 
Chennai, May 4 (IANS) The 

BJP central leadership, which 
had much higher expectations 
about the comeback of the 
AIADMK-led NDA, has already 
communicated with Tamil Na-
du’s outgoing Chief Minister 
Edappady K. Palaniswami over 
his stance in not sealing an al-
liance with the AMMK that cost 
the front dearly.

The AMMK is the party float-
ed by V.K. Sasikala’s nephew 
T.T.V. Dhinakaran.

Senior BJP leaders have said 
that in at least 28 seats, the 
AMMK had played spoilsport 
for the NDA alliance, sealing 
the fate of the AIADMK, BJP 
and PMK candidates. While 
the AMMK itself had lost its to-

tal votes from 21 lakh to 10.57 
lakh votes, it did not restrain 
the party from cutting the vote 
share of AIADMK, which in turn 
helped the DMK and its allies.

A study found that while 
AMMK was not able to win even 
a single seat with its leader Dhi-
nakaran himself losing from 
Kovilpatti, the party had indeed 
cut the votes of the AIADMK in 
24 seats, three seats of the PMK 
and one seat of the BJP.

The AMMK has a predomi-
nant base among the Thevar 
community which is also the 
vote bank of the AIADMK in 
south Tamil Nadu and this has 
resulted in a poor show by the 
ruling front in South Tamil 
Nadu with even Deputy Chief 

Minister O Panneerselvam win-
ning by a margin of 11,000 odd 
votes only.

The votes polled by the AMMK 
has helped 19 DMK candidates, 
one CPM candidate, one VCK 
candidate and one MDMK can-
didate register their wins.

Even before Sasikala was re-
leased from Bengaluru central 
prison, the BJP central lead-
ership had called upon the 
AIADMK leadership to provide 
seats to the AMMK and to seal 
an alliance with that party for a 
comfortable win in the Assem-
bly polls.

However, Palaniswami reject-
ed the idea as he had received 
inputs from the strategic team 
that he had commissioned for 

poll management, that the alli-
ance was of no use.

The BJP central leadership 
was even willing to provide 30 
seats to the AMMK.

A senior leader of the BJP’s 
Tamil Nadu unit, on the condi-
tion of anonymity, told IANS: “If 
AMMK was accommodated in 
our alliance, we could have won 
the elections but Palaniswami 
was against the ties as he feared 
that Panneerselvam will align 
with the AMMK and then try to 
bargain for the CM’s post.”

Panneerselvam was indeed 
willing to accommodate the 
AMMK as he knew that the 
traditional Thevar vote bank 
would be split if the two parties 
contested separately.

Goa Oppn MLAs demand Covid 
lockdown, closure of state borders

Panaji, May 4 (IANS) Oppo-
sition MLAs in Goa have de-
manded a 15-day lockdown in 
the state and a closure of bor-
ders to combat the rising tide of 
Covid-19 infections, while also 
slamming the “lackadaisical 
approach” of the BJP-led state 
government in tackling the 
pandemic.

Opposition MLAs who met 
here to discuss the grim Co-
vid-19 situation in the coastal 
state, have demanded a white 
paper on Covid management 

efforts, while urging the state 
government to set up an ex-
perts’ panel to make sugges-
tions for handling of the crisis.

“The government must im-
mediately announce a 15-day 
lockdown in Goa with closure of 
all the borders. Entry to vehicles 
carrying essential commodities, 
medical aid and equipment 
and vehicles on government 
duty may be permitted during 
the lockdown period,” Leader 
of Opposition Digambar Kamat 
after the meeting.

“Opposition MLAs expressed 
complete displeasure over the 
attitude and approach of the 
government in handling the Co-
vid situation. The MLAs strong-
ly felt that the government must 
constitute a task force compris-
ing of experts from civil society 
and army to handle and man-
age the Covid pandemic in the 
state of Goa,” Kamat also said, 
while demanding a white pa-
per from the government on 
handling of Covid management 
with details of availability of ox-
ygen, ventilators, vaccines and 
beds in the state.

Kamat also said that the 
MLAs have demanded closure 
of the state’s border, only allow-
ing entry to tourists with Covid 
negative certificates.

“Government must take the ex-
pert opinion from academicians, 
educationists to prepare an aca-
demic action plan to ensure that 
inconvenience is not caused to 
the students studying at differ-

ent levels. Government must take 
into consideration the decisions 
taken by other states with regards 
to SSC, HSSC and other examina-
tions,” he also said.

The opposition has also de-
manded transparency related 
to the procurement and avail-
ability of oxygen in the state, 
to allay fear among the people, 
about oxygen shortage.

“There is apprehension and 
fear in the minds of the people 
about the shortage of life sav-
ing medical oxygen in the state 
of Goa. Government must ad-
dress this issue on topmost pri-
ority and ensure that required 
oxygen is made available in the 
state. The government must en-
gage multiple vendors to ensure 
uninterrupted and timely sup-
ply of oxygen. The government 
must ensure that Goa makes 
good the current shortage,” Ka-
mat said. Goa had imposed a 
four-day lockdown from April 
29 to May 4.

Maha’s first ‘drive-in’ vaccination 
centre starts giving jabs

CPI-M, BJP cut deal to 
trade votes in 69 Kerala 

seats: Congress

JIPMER increases number of 
beds for Covid patients

Mumbai, May 4 (IANS) 
The BrihanMumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation (BMC) 
on Tuesday launched Ma-
harashtra’s first ‘drive-in’ 
vaccination centre at the 
multi-storey Kohinoor Park-
ing Lot near the Shivaji Park 
in Dadar.

The drive-in facility is for 
senior citizens, specially-
abled, expectant mothers 
and other citizens who are 
not able to wait in queues at 
vaccination centres, said a 
civic official.

The facility has a capac-
ity to give the jabs to around 
5,000 people per day in sev-

en booths, of which two have 
are kept aside for the drive-
ins, and has proved to be an 
instant hit.

More than 200 people 
drove down to the drive-in 
vaccination centre on Tues-
day, got their jabs, and wait-
ed the mandatory 30 min-
utes in their vehicles before 
driving out.

“Drive In facility for 45+ 
specially-abled. BMC G-
North Ward has started a 
new vaccination centre at 
Kohinoor Parking Lot for 
citizens coming for their 2nd 
dose of Covid vaccine,” the 
BMC said in a statement.

Two local BMC Corpo-
rators Vishakha Raut and 
Preeti Patankar, both of the 
ruling Shiv Sena, had de-
manded such a facility for 
the people in both their 
wards - Shivaji Park and Da-
dar - after the BMC decided 
to start vaccination centres 
in each corporators’ ward for 
public convenience. For the 
ongoing vaccination, those 
using it would pay the regu-
lar parking charges of Rs 60/
hour but avail a hassle-free 
jab in the safety and comfort 
of their own vehicles as per 
the Covid-19 protocols, said 
the official.

Thiruvananthapuram, May 
4 (IANS) Kerala Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan on Tues-
day said that Covid cases 
continue to remain high as 
37,190 people turned positive 
after 1,42,588 samples were 
tested in the past 24 hours.

The day also saw 26,148 
people turn negative, taking 
the total cured in the state to 
13,39,257, while there were 
3,56,872 active cases.

“Consequent to the in-
crease, we feel that the con-
cept of tele-medicine consul-
tation has to be strengthened 
in the wake of the surge and 
we request all TV channels to 
set aside adequate time for 
such programmes. The state-

supported Victers Channel 
will be used for this,” said 
Vijayan.

He also pointed out that 
studies have said that the 
test positivity rate in Kerala 
which remains high, at 26.08, 
will continue to rise and 
hence, utmost caution has to 
be maintained, while another 
study pointed out that 50 per 
cent spread took place within 
the homes.

“The only way is to stay 
indoors as far as possible. If 
one remains indoors, a Japa-
nese study says the spread 
was brought down by 60 per 
cent. Hence we also should 
abide by that. We have now 
directed that all those essen-

tial offices which needs to be 
open will function with 25 
per cent staff. Absolute cau-
tion has to be maintained by 
all. The slightest indication 
of a cough, sneezing and cold 
should see that all at home, 
should wear masks and the 
concerned person should 
undergo the Covid test,” said 
Vijayan.

He added that the state 
government is doing its best 
to increase the surge capac-
ity of the state to tackle the 
present spread and the state-
owned KTDC hotels will be 
kept ready if a need arises.

“It is our duty to see that 
this surge is kept at the least 
because if it is not, we will 

find it difficult to handle the 
cases. So it is our social re-
sponsibility to see that we do 
not do anything which will 
increase the surge. The pri-
vate health sector has also 
been asked to provide Covid 
treatment,” Vijayan said.

He said at present there are 
around 3.7 lakh of doses of 
vaccines with the state.

“One thing what is laud-
able is we were given 73.38 
lakh doses of vaccine and as 
per the law a 10 per cent ex-
cess is provided as a cover 
for breakages. But since our 
health professionals handled 
it with care, we were able to 
provide for over 74 lakh dos-
es,” said Vijayan.

Bengaluru, May 4 (IANS) The Co-
vid-19 pandemic has not just battered 
the healthcare sector, but it has also re-
sulted in financial crisis across sectors.

Mynvax, a startup incubated by the 
Society of Innovation and Develop-
ment (SID) at the Indian Institute of 
Science (IISc), is trying to develop a 
vaccine which could be effective for a 
large number of strains, according to 
the institute’s website.

IISc’s website also said that the proj-
ect requires around Rs 15 crore to carry 
out further studies like creating first 
generation vaccine candidate in four 
months, production technology in next 
eight months and initiate phase-1 hu-
man clinical trial in 12 months.

“The goal is to develop a rapidly pro-
ducible vaccine for protection to front-
line health workers, senior citizens and 
individuals with comorbidities such as 
cardiovascular disease and diabetes,” 
IISc said.

With critical, catalytic funding and 
support from the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, a number of spike 
protein derivatives have been designed 
and characterised at IISc.

“These are being tested in animal 
models through the IISc incubated 
start-up, Mynvax. The design which 

shows the best results in animals will 
be advanced to development of pro-
duction technology, safety and toxicity 
testing, followed by GMP manufactur-
ing for use in Phase-1 clinical trials,” 
the research team of Mynvax said.

The immunisation with a vaccine 
should provide significant protection 
to individuals at high risk of aggravated 
illness upon contracting the infection.

“Previous studies have shown that 
antibodies against the spike glycopro-
tein found on the surface of the ear-
lier 2003 SARS-CoV virus inhibit viral 
infection in cell culture, and confer 
protection against infection in animal 
models. Hence, we and others are at-
tempting to design and test variants of 
the spike glycoprotein of SARS-CoV-2 
as vaccine candidates,” the team fur-
ther said.

Mynvax estimates that at least 100 
million doses will be required to meet 
India’s requirement if the SARS-CoV-2 
infection persists for the medium to 
long-term.

It was founded by Raghavan Varada-
rajan, a professor at IISc’s Molecular 
Biophysics Unit, and Gautham, a bio-
tech entrepreneur, in 2017 to develop 
novel recombinant vaccines to fight 
the human influenza virus.

Puducherry, May 4 (IANS) 
The Jawaharlal Institute of 
Postgraduate Medical Educa-
tion and Research (JIPMER) 
has said it has hiked the num-
ber of beds from 229 to 400 
for Covid patients and plans 
to add another 75 beds due 
to the spike in the number of 
cases in the Union Territory.

The institute has also in-
creased the number of inten-
sive care unit (ICU) beds from 
35 to 61.

Doctors from various de-
partments have been rede-
ployed for Covid services. 
Beds and wards in the super 
specialty block, women and 

child health, emergency and 
even the institute block are 
being modified to cater to 
emergency Covid-19 cases.

The institute in its state-

ment said the modifications 
are made on a step-by-step 
basis so that emergency ser-
vices and essential non-Co-
vid services are not affected. 

The institute also fears that 
the rapid increase in Co-
vid-19 cases would lead to a 
situation where all additional 
healthcare facilities are ex-
hausted.

The institute said JIPMER 
is trying to increase the Co-
vid facilities further as fast as 
possible and has requested 
the public to fight the Cov-
id-19 pandemic by following 
measures to help reduce the 
spread of the disease.

Elderly persons, people 
with diseases like diabetes, 
hypertension and heart dis-
ease are at a risk of severe 
diseases and extreme care 
should be taken. It also called 
upon people with mild symp-
toms of Covid-19 to self-
quarantine themselves, the 
statement added.

Thiruvananthapuram, May 4 
(IANS) Hours after Kerala Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan alleged that 
there was large scale trading of votes 
between the Congress and the BJP, 
Leader of Opposition Ramesh Chen-
nithala on Tuesday hit back, saying 
the deal was between the CPI-M and 
the BJP in 69 seats.

Chennithala said that Vijayan’s 
statement, soon after returning from 
his home town in Kannur, to the me-
dia in the state capital that the deal 
was between the Congress and the 
BJP was “meant to fool people and 
was taking anticipatory bail to sup-
press the real truth”.

“If one looks into the figures, it 
was the Congress which prevented 
the BJP from surging forward and 
because of that, they could not win 
the lone seat that they won for the 
first time in the state at Nemom in 
2016. In seats like Manjeswaram and 
Palakkad, it was the Congress which 
prevented the BJP from winning,” he 
contended. The BJP vote percentage 
saw a fall from 15.01 per cent in the 
2016 Assembly polls to 12.47 per cent 
after votes were counted on Sunday 
to the 140-member Kerala Assem-
bly. The Left secured 99 seats, while 
the Congress-led UDF could man-
age only 41 seats and the BJP drew a 
blank.

Vijayan had alleged that the 
Congress-led UDF would have lost 
10 more seats if the secret deal was 
not there with the BJP and also that 
the BJP lost their votes in 90 seats as 
compared to the 2016 polls. Chen-
nithala, however, said: “In the three 

seats at Nemom, Palakkad and 
Manjeswaram, it was because of the 
performance of the Congress that 
the victory of BJP was prevented and 
the votes of the CPI-M in these con-
stituencies, compared to the 2016 
polls, had come down and the votes 
of the Congress had gone up.” Had 
the Congress won lesser votes, the 
BJP would have won at Nemom, but 
since the vote share of the Congress 
grew, the CPI-M won, he added.

At Palakkad and Manjeswaram, it 
was the Congress which won.

“This time, the BJP got 4,35,606 
votes and it was 3.71 per cent less 
than what they got in 2016. This de-
creased vote share was the deal and 
as a result in 69 constituencies, the 
Left benefitted. At the Kalamassery 
seat, the BJP candidate got 13,065 
votes less votes than in 2016 and 
hence the CPI-M candidate P. Ra-
jeev won. At Kuttanadu, the ally of 
the BJP got 18,098 votes less than in 
2016 and the direct beneficiary was 
the Left candidate,” said Chennitha-
la. He listed out many other constit-
uencies where the “BJP-CPI-M deal 
was in place”.

“With this, it has now come out 
true what Balasankar, the former 
editor of RSS mouthpiece, before the 
elections said that there was a secret 
deal between the BJP and the CPI-M 
.Moreover just look into the fate of 
the various scams like gold smug-
gling and dollar smuggling and see 
those cases all have gone into the 
freezer, as this was part of the deal 
as the BJP’s sole agenda is ‘Congress 
Mukt-Bharat’,” Chennithala added.

Rs 15 cr still needed to take 
IISc’s vax studies further

Kerala to strengthen tele-medicine 
facility as Covid cases stay high
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Chandigarh, May 
4 (IANS) Chandigarh-
based Center for Re-
search in Rural and 
Industrial Development 
(CRRID) founder and 
noted scholar Rashpal 
Malhotra died at a pri-
vate hospital in Mohali 
near here after battling 
with Covid for over a 
week. He was 84.

He is survived by his 
wife, a son and a daugh-
ter. Condoling his de-
mise, Punjab Chief Min-
ister Amarinder Singh 
described Malhotra as a 
distinguished academi-
cian, able administra-
tor and a fine human 
being with the qualities 
of head and heart, who 
played a pivotal role in 

bringing socio-econom-
ic development in the 
northern region.

The outstanding ser-
vices rendered by Mal-
hotra in the rural and 
industrial development 
of Punjab would be ever 
remembered by one 
and all, said the Chief 
Minister. Notably, Mal-
hotra was presently the 
Executive Chairman of 
CRRID and Member of 
the Board of Governors 
of Pushpa Gujral Sci-
ence City and several 
other such prestigious 
institutions. Besides, he 
was also Senate Mem-
ber of Punjabi Universi-
ty in Patiala and Panjab 
University in Chandi-
garh.

Noted scholar 
Rashpal Malhotra 

dies of Covid
Kolkata, May 4 (IANS) The RSS 

wants the BJP leadership to do 
a 'thorough introspection' over 
the landslide victory secured by 
the Trinamool Congress in West 
Bengal and specially focus on 
the merit of inducting many Tri-
namool deserters. A quick review 
by RSS leaders in West Bengal 
and its top leadership revealed 
that induction of Trinamool de-
serters have not worked for the 
BJP. With the exception of giant 
killer Suvendu Adhikari, the idead 
of taking TMC deserters into the 
BJP fold has backfired, justifying 
TMC strategist Prashant Kishor's 
repeated assertion that they 
joined BJP when faced with deni-
al of TMC ticket in view of doubts 
over their winnability.

Suvendu justified the 'Adhikari 
factor' by his slender victory over 
Mamata Banerjee in Nandigram, 

but the TMC won 33 of the 47 
seats in the Midnapore area be-
cause the battle Royale sucked in 
the Adhikari clan and left yawn-
ing gaps elsewhere in the region.

The RSS leadership feels the 
large scale induction of Trin-
amool deserters and nominating 
them as BJP candidates created 
rifts between the RSS-trained BJP 
leaders and the 'new BJP' induct-
ees from Trinamool.

"There was an inevitable clash 
of political culture between two 
distinct outlooks. That did not 
help the party (BJP) ultimately," 
said a senior RSS leader, on con-
dition of anonymity because 
he was not authorised to brief 
the media. He said the BJP, by 
inducting Trinamool defectors, 
failed to exploit the local level 
public anger against the ruling 
party because the very cause of 

anger was inducted by the BJP. 
Kolkata's Salt Lake-New Town 
leader Sabyasachi Dutta is a clas-
sic example. Accused of running 
syndicates forcing real estate 
barons to purchase inferior qual-
ity building materials at inflated 
prices in the New Town region, 
Dutta suffered a humiliating de-
feat unbecoming of his stature as 
the former Salt Lake-New Town 
municipal boss.

"If you induct Sabyasachi Dut-
ta and then attack syndicate cul-
ture, you risk falling between two 
stools. Modi, Amit Shah, Nadda 
all did that but the stink did not 
stick for obvious reasons," said 
the senior RSS leader privy to the 
'chintan' session immediately 
after the polls. Barasat's TMC 
MP Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar, Dut-
ta's bitter rival within the party, 
told        that Mamata Banerjee's 

foresight in easing out the defec-
tors came as a blessing for the 
party. "The fat and flab was cut 
out at the right time. The muscle 
provided by hardcore credible 
loyalists remained to fight the 
saffron steamroller. This was a 
real blessing in disguise," she 
told       . The RSS leadership also 
identifies two other factors for 
the BJP defeat.One, despite the 
success in making Hindutva and 
Illegal migration a real poll issue, 
the BJP failed to break "the faith 
reposed in communal amity by 
the Bengali bhadralok". "The BJP 
leaders got carried away by the 
apparent response generated by 
allegations of TMC's minority ap-
peasement. But Bengali Hindus 
resent the high-handedness of 
Urdu speaking Muslims in and 
around Calcutta and that most 
big Muslim leaders of TMC.

RSS' 'mixed feelings' over BJP's 
Bengal poll debacle Srinagar, May 4 (IANS) 

In view of the surge in 
COVID cases, the Jammu 
and Kashmir government 
on Tuesday extended the 
services of all those doc-
tors who would otherwise 
retire by or before Novem-
ber to December 2021.

An order issued by Atal 
Dulloo, financial commis-
sioner health and medical 
education said on Tues-
day, "In view of the surge 
in COVID-19 cases, it is 
hereby ordered that the 
services of the faculty 
members/consultants/
doctors working at SKIMS 
Soura, Srinagar/Bemina, 
government medical col-
leges and health depart-
ment who are going to 
retire from May 2021 to 
November 2021 are ex-
tended upto 31st Decem-
ber 2021". The order said 
the term of the doctors 
presently undergoing vari-

ous tenure postings like 
registrarship, demonstra-
torship, fellowship, se-
nior/junior residency etc 
in SKIMS Soura, Srinagar/
Bemina and government 
medical colleges is also ex-
tended upto December 31. 

J&K witnessed 51 deaths 
and 3733 new cases on 
Monday which is indica-
tive of the fast spreading 
COVID infections that 
have started claiming 
more and more lives with 
each passing day.

COVID surge: Services of retiring 
doctors in J&K extended till year end

Mumbai, May 4 (IANS) Pre-
paring for a third wave of the 
Covid-19 pandemic which is 
expected to hit kids, the Brihan-
Mumbai Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC) and Maharashtra 
government are gearing up by 
setting up Pediatric Covid Care 
Wards in the city and elsewhere, 
officials said here on Tuesday.

Taking an early initiative, 
Chief Minister Uddhav Thac-
keray last week directed all dis-
trict collectors and municipal 
commissioners in the state to 
be ready for the Covid third on-
slaught which may also hit chil-
dren in a big way.

Tourism Minister Aditya Thac-
keray who is Guardian Minister 
of Mumbai Suburban District 
has held discussions with BMC 
Mayor Kishori Pednekar, Addi-
tional Municipal Commissioner 
Sanjeev Jaiswal and other top 
officials in this regard. Among 
other things, he suggested to the 
BMC to create separate Pediat-
ric Covid Care Wards anticipat-
ing the next wave and the demo-

graphics it may target. "Since 
last year, our jumbo covid care 
centres also have units of Covid 
+ve dialysis and maternity care 
as well. As the virus mutates and 
targets different age groups, our 
response to it must actively mu-
tate as well," said Aditya Thac-
keray. As per latest health data 
of the Public Health Depart-
ment, nearly two-thirds of the 
state's infections reported now 
are in age groups below 50, with 

the highest new cases reported 
in the 31-40 age (22.09 percent), 
41-50 years (18.15 percent), 21-
30 age (17.51 percent).

Children in the 0-10 years 
account for 3.04 percent, and 
older children-and teens in 
the 10-20 years are more than 
double at 6.80 percent, of the 
state's new cases, giving rise to 
huge concerns as the situation 
is vastly different from the 2020 
first Covid-19 hit.

The Pediatric Covid Care 
Ward is slated to come up at the 
NESCO Jumbo Covid Care Cen-
tre in Goregaon east suburb of 
Mumbai - and 700 beds are ex-
pected to be added.

This would include 300 for a 
dedicated Pediatric Covid Care 
Ward comprising Neonatal In-
tensive Care Unit (NICU) and 
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit 
(PICU) with a capacity of 25 
beds each to cater to the infants 
who maybe hit.

Apart from that, the BMC is 
planning to build four oxygen 
plants and maintain of ad-
equate stock of medicines like 
Remdesivir and Tocilizumab 
injections, masks, PPE kits, etc.

"In the 2020 first wave mostly 
the adult and senior citizens 
were affected. In the current 
second wave (from February 
2021) young men/women and 
children are also getting affect-
ed. We have to be alert for the 
third wave Also we have to ac-
count for the fact that the vac-
cination drive.

Covid 3rd wave may hit kids, 
BMC prepares pediatric wards Mandya (Karnataka), May 4 (IANS) 

Reacting to reports about Mandya 
district facing an oxygen shortage, 
Mandya Lok Sabha MP Sumalatha Am-
bareesh said here on Tuesday that she 
would be donating 2000 litres of liquid 
oxygen as a philanthropic gesture.

She announced this on her Twitter 
account by posting a two-page note in 
Kannada. According to the note, Sum-
alatha said that funds to procure 2000 
litres would be arranged in her own 
personal capacity and not through her 
MP funds. "Though, I am eligible to 
fund this through my MP funds, I have 
decided to pay it from my own pocket," 
she said.

She said that the district's total re-
quirement of oxygen stands at 3000 
litres at this juncture and her contri-
bution to this would be 2000 litres on 
a daily basis.

The MP said that she was already 
in talks with various stakeholders for 
setting up a 13,000 litre oxygen storage 
plant in Mandya keeping a possible 
third Covid wave in mind.

"Third wave will be more harsher 
and at that point of time Mandya alone 
would require around 13,000 litres of 
liquid oxygen. At that point of time, we 
cannot be running around like we are 

doing today. We need to have a proper 
plan in place to fight this dreaded vi-
rus," she said.

Sumalatha said there is no dearth 
of funds to procure medical equip-
ment or medicines or anything that is 
required by the district administration 
as the Union government had released

Rs 10 crore for Mandya under the 
National Disaster Response Fund.

"Besides this there is also Rs 2.5 
crore lying unutilised in the District 

Mineral Funds. We can utilise these 
funds for the welfare of the people of 
Mandya," she explained. According to 
the official data, the district has 30,655 
positive cases with a recovery rate of 
80.6 per cent while 216 persons died 
in the district till April 2. Her two-page 
letter on Twitter assumes significance 
in the wake of her political opponents, 
primarily Janata Dal (S) leaders, having 
launched a campaign against her on 
social media by posting.

K'taka MP to procure 2000 litre 
oxygen daily for her constituency

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) Amid 
reports of violence against its sup-
porters allegedly by Trinamool 
Congress workers, the BJP on 
Tuesday pledged that the party will 
stand with those who believed in it.

Addressing a virtual press con-
ference BJP Spokesperson, Dr 
Sambit Patra said, "We are the 
main Opposition party in Bengal 
today and we are taking this pledge 
today - we are standing by the 2.28 
crore voters of Bengal who be-
lieved in us."

"2.28 crore Bengalis voted for 
the BJP, is it not their democratic 
right to vote for a political party of 
their choice? Will Mamata Baner-
jee led TMC government take care 
of them? Do they have no demo-
cratic right?" he asked.

Patra claimed that the situation 
in West Bengal is unbelievable. 
"We have never witnessed such 
scenes in India's electoral history. 
Bengal is burning. There should be 
graciousness after winning polls. 
However, the violence being per-
petrated in Bengal is painful and 
saddening," Patra said.

In a message to BJP workers, 
Patra said, "The party stands in 

strength with you. It will come to 
you and support you in this hour 
of crisis. BJP National President 
J.P. Nadda Ji will personally visit 
them, the same Nadda Ji, who was 
attacked by TMC goons earlier." 
Ganguly further asked, "People 
who voted for the TMC in Bengal, 
look into your conscience and an-
swer this - whatever is happening 
in Bengal, is it right? Is this situation 
good? Is this the 'Khela' TMC and 
Mamata Didi was talking about?" 
He claimed that several BJP work-
ers are getting anonymous phone 
calls that are mostly death threats. 
"Bengal Minister and TMC leader 
Firhad Hakim had also said that 
after elections are over and Cen-
tral forces leave the state, we will 
take care of everyone. Several BJP 
karyakartas have had to leave their 
houses in Bolpur, Birbhum and 
other constituencies for their safe-
ty. They're spending their days in 
fear," Ganguly alleged. Referring to 
violence unleashed against women 
supporters of the saffron party, Pa-
tra said, "Mamata Ji - you've won 
and everyone has congratulated 
you for it. You are a woman and the 
daughter of Bengal. Aren't these 

women who are being killed and 
raped daughters of Bengal? Do they 
deserve this? BJP leader Anirban 
Ganguly said that whatever TMC 
is doing is very close to Nazi Ger-
many's fascism and this is a fascist 
government. "Such incidents do 
not take place in a democratic gov-
ernment. Where is Arvind Kejriwal 
Ji, Sharad Pawar Ji today? Why are 
they silent today about the people 
of Bengal," Ganguly asked.

Ganguly further asked, "People 
who voted for the TMC in Bengal, 
look into your conscience and an-
swer this - whatever is happening 
in Bengal, is it right? Is this situation 
good? Is this the 'Khela' TMC and 
Mamata Didi was talking about?" 
He claimed that several BJP work-
ers are getting anonymous phone 
calls that are mostly death threats. 
"Bengal Minister and TMC leader 
Firhad Hakim had also said that 
after elections are over and Cen-
tral forces leave the state, we will 
take care of everyone. Several 
BJP karyakartas have had to leave 
their houses in Bolpur, Birbhum 
and other constituencies for their 
safety. They're spending their days 
in fear," Ganguly alleged.

We stand by 2.28 cr voters who believed in us: BJP Govt must deploy all 
resources in saving 

lives: Priyanka

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) Congress General Secretary 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on Tuesday slammed the gov-
ernment over Central Vista project, saying that people 
are struggling for hospital beds and scarcity of oxygen 
and it would be better if the government deploys all re-
sources in saving lives instead of building a new house 
for the prime minister. "When people of the country 
are struggling for oxygen, vaccine, hospital beds and 
medicines then it would be better if the government 
put all the resources in saving lives of people, instead of 
constructing a new house for the Prime Minister worth 
Rs 13,000 crore. With such expenses a message goes to 
public that the government's priorities are something 
else," Priyanka Gandhi, who is also the in-charge of 
Uttar Pradesh, said in a tweet in Hindi. Her remarks 
came a day after reports that the Central Public Works 
Department (CPWD) has informed a government-ap-
pointed expert panel that the construction of the Prime 
Minister's residence under the ambitious Central Vista 
project will be completed by December 2022.
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‘GOVT’ SHOULD GO BEYOND 
MERE ASSURANCES

Indian Horizon

While Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 

fresh outreach to the agitating farmers is 

a welcome move, what stands out promi-

nently in the continued standoff over the 

farm Acts is the widening trust deficit. The 

pious homilies and empty assurances have 

stopped having any impact on the protest-

ing farmers who have been bearing the 

brunt of repeated attempts by the ruling 

party leaders to dub their agitation as an 

anti-national activity. Now, the onus is on 

the Prime Minister to bridge this trust defi-

cit by going beyond mere assurances and 

engaging directly with farmers.

There was nothing new in Modi’s ap-

peal, made from the floor of the Rajya 

Sabha while replying to the Motion of 

Thanks to the President’s address, for giv-

ing agricultural reforms a chance and his 

call for ending the agitation. His assur-

ance on continuing the Minimum Support 

Price (MSP) regime has failed to assuage 

the ruffled feathers of the protestors who 

want a legal guarantee for it apart from the 

complete repeal of the controversial laws. 

A major concern on the new farm laws is 

that they will pave the way for the remov-

al of the government’s guarantee of MSP 

for produce. The PM’s outreach, though 

with certain riders and sharp jibes at the 

opposition, comes at a time when the agi-

tation, which began at Delhi’s borders in 

November, is regaining momentum after 

the January 26 disturbances and hogging 

international headlines following several 

celebrities coming out in support of the 

farmers’ cause.The government’s strategy 

to queer the pitch for the protesters by sus-

pending the internet, installing concrete 

barriers and concertina wires, and embed-

ding nails into roads has clearly backfired, 

inviting the ire of global celebrities.

To begin with, the three contentious laws 

were unilaterally passed by Parliament in 

undue haste. As if this was not enough, the 

Prime Minister made an insinuation that the 

protesters were being misled by the new ‘FDI 

(foreign destructive ideology)’ and warned 

the country against the ‘andolan jivi’, the 

elements who are ready to jump into any 

protest, be it of the farmers, lawyers or stu-

dents. This was quite uncalled for. Sensing 

a conspiracy behind every anti-government 

demonstration is not how democracy func-

tions. If Modi had personally led the talks 

with the representatives of farmer associa-

tions, things would have calmed down and 

a middle ground could have been worked 

out. Unfortunately, he was conspicuous by 

his absence from various rounds of nego-

tiations between the government and the 

farm bodies. Though the Centre has offered 

to put the laws on hold for 18 months, it 

has remained non-committal on the key de-

mand of legalising MSP. The onus is now on 

the Prime Minister to walk that extra mile 

and help resolve the issue.
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SAFETY NETS FOR FARMHANDSDEVI PRASAD JUVVADI

Reforms require changes 
in the existing system 
and so attract resis-

tance. This is what happened 
with economic reforms in the 
early 90s and now the same is 
happening with agriculture.

People who support the 
laws may say that only farm-
ers of Punjab are agitating 
because these laws affect 
them the most — 70-80% 
farm produce is procured 
with MSP by the Food Cor-
poration of India.

What would certainly come 
under pressure is the high 
commission of Arhtiyas, 
mandi fee and cess that States 
collect, which account for 
around 8.5% over the MSP in 
Punjab, amounting to rough-
ly Rs 5,000 crore each year.

These laws were passed 
without much consultation 
with farmers.

There is also a gross com-
munication failure on the part 
of the Central government to 
explain to farmers what these 
laws are, and how they would 
benefi t from them.

Non-Contentious Laws
Of the three laws, farm-

ers need not worry over two. 
The Essential Commodities 
(Amendment) Act is about 
doing away with the Centre’s 
powers to impose stockhold-
ing limits on foodstuff.

This Act mainly applies 
only to traders — the amend-
ment exempts processors, 
exporters and other “value 
chain participants” as long as 
they don’t keep quantities be-
yond their installed capacity/
demand requirements.

Farmers would only gain 
from removal of stocking re-
strictions on the trade as it 
potentially translates into un-
limited buying and demand 
for their produce.The Farm-
ers (Empowerment and Pro-
tection) Agreement on Price 
Assurance and Farm Ser-
vices Act deals with provid-
ing a regulatory framework 
for contract cultivation. This 
specifi cally concerns agree-
ments entered into by farm-
ers with agri-business fi rms 
for supplying produce of pre-

determined quality at mini-
mum guaranteed prices.

Again, there is little ratio-
nale for objecting to an Act 
that merely enables con-
tract farming. Such exclusive 
agreements between compa-
nies and farmers are already 
operational like in tomato 
and potato, with multination-
al companies.

Processors/exporters in 
these cases typically not only 
undertake assured purchases 
at pre-agreed prices but also 
provide farmers seeds/plant-
ing material and extension 
support to ensure that only 
produce of the desired stan-
dard is grown.

As per NSSO data, the av-
erage size of operational 
holdings in India fell to 1.2 
hectares in 2010-11 from 2.3 
hectares in 1970-71. China’s 
average holdings are even 
smaller. Despite the similari-
ties, Chinese agriculture has 
fared better than India’s on 
most counts over the past few 
decades.

Both India and China are 
among the world’s top three 
producers of important crops 
such as rice, wheat, cotton 
and maize, but China pro-
duces much more from each 
hectare of land than India.

China and India
In the early 1960s, farm sec-

tor indicators of India and 
China looked similar, but 
since then China has left India 
behind. Today in China, most 
of the agriculture is done by 
corporates. China has cleared 
the way for private invest-

ment in large-scale farming, 
announcing a change in land 
rights that heralds a new era 
for agriculture.

The move to corporate 
farming is designed to solve 
two of the pressing problems 
of the Chinese countryside 
— a rapid increase in elderly 
farmers and poor yields from 
the country’s hundreds of 
millions of small plots.

Consolidation of farmers 
is very important to realise 
many benefi ts such as access 
to technology, credit, new 
skills and to be able to partici-
pate in the e-commerce mar-
ket with suffi cient marketable 
surplus.

After the failure of coop-
eratives in Indian agriculture, 
contract farming holds prom-
ise for aggregation of land-
holdings.

For addressing any pitfalls 
in contract farming, Farm-
er Producer Organisations 
(FPOs) should be strength-
ened. The government has 
already promised to form 
10,000 FPOs and these num-
bers should be increased.

Safety nets for farm-
hands

Contentious law
Much of the opposition 

is for the Farmers’ Produce 
Trade and Commerce (Pro-
motion and Facilitation) Act. 
It permits sale and purchase 
of farm produce outside the 
APMC mandis. Such trades 
(including on electronic plat-
forms) shall attract no market 
fee, cess or levy “under any 
State APMC Act or any other 

State law”.At the heart of the 
farmers’ fear is the potential 
end of MSP and slow disap-
pearance of APMCs. A small 
section of India’s farmers — 
most notably in Punjab — re-
lies excessively on selling rice 
and wheat to the government 
at the so-called MSP.

The purchase takes place in 
markets, known as ‘mandis.’ 
One of the laws gave farmers 
the freedom to sell their pro-
duce outside the designated 
yards — and without having 
to pay taxes and fees to any 
State government.

For grain cultivators, the 
worry that cropped up is — 
“If the mandi falls into dis-
use, will the government stop 
buying from us at guaranteed 
prices?”The fear is not entire-
ly irrational. The FCI’s grana-
ries are overfl owing. The ex-
cess stock costs the taxpayer 
$25 billion, money that could 
have other uses in the post-
Covid economy. Farmers 
know this.

One of their demands is 
for legal backing for MSP, 
something that could have 
ugly consequences for pub-
lic fi nances. Authorities cur-
rently announce prices for 23 
commodities, but these are 
largely meaningless except 
for wheat, rice and cotton in 
a few States.

Since the Bills are already 
passed, it is not easy for any 
government to abolish the 
Act. But letting the unrest lin-
ger could cause chaos in food 
markets, alienate urban con-
sumers, and potentially derail 

the post-Covid recovery.
Reforming Farm
Indian farming must come 

out of its 3% growth rut. Pro-
ductivity of labour, land, 
fertilizer and water has to 
improve. Massive private in-
vestments need to take place 
in storage and processing 
for the country’s 2% share of 
global agricultural exports 
to increase. The benefi ts of 
these laws will start showing 
in the next 3-5 years.

New experiments and mod-
els will come in to build direct 
supply lines connecting with 
farmers — either individual 
farmers or farmer organisa-
tions or FPOs — just like it 
happened in the case of milk 
cooperatives.

The dispute is over which 
strategy to pursue. Markets or 
organisations?

That’s an old dilemma 
made famous by economist 
Ronald Coase in 1937. Modi 
is leaning towards markets, 
promising to turn the country 
into a free trade area benefi t-
ing 119 million farmers and 
144 million farmhands, plus 
their families.

But a large and growing 
number view this move as 
an end to institutional state 
support, which they fear will 
allow profi teering corpora-
tions to rush into the result-
ing vacuum.

A compromise solution 
would require consultation. 
Even those who defend the 
reforms agree that both their 
intent and benefi ts should 
have been explained better. 
But it’s too late for public re-
lations.

Now a more tangible solu-
tion would be to make some 
amendments and provide as-
surances to farmers, particu-
larly with regard to MSP and 
APMCs. There must be some 
safety valves like making any 
trade below MSP illegal.

To resolve disputes arising 
from contract farming, in-
stead of empowering Collec-
tors, there must be a Tribu-
nal, something like consumer 
courts formed with agricul-
tural experts.
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BENGAL PROVIDES AN OPENING, SHOWS A PATH

By Yogendra Yadav

THE Assembly election 
verdict provides an 
opening to everyone 

who believes in the idea of 
India. A much-needed open-
ing in these dark times when 
our democracy, federalism 
and indeed our republic are 
shrinking by the day. But we 
can seize this opportunity 
only if we recognise what it 
is not, if we acknowledge that 
we have not earned it yet, if 
we are wise to what is not to 
be done.

The consequences of West 
Bengal’s verdict are truly mo-
mentous, beyond the normal 
calculus of electoral politics. 
In normal times, a popular 
chief minister getting a third 
term is not unheard of.

In a normal election, the in-
crease in the Bharatiya Janata 
Party’s vote share — from 
10 per cent to 37 per cent — 
would be considered a giant 
leap. Normally, a political 
party has every reason to cel-
ebrate its arrival as the real 
opposition party in a state 
with 77 seats, up from just 
three in the last election.

But Bengal 2021 was not 
a normal election. This was 
the most audacious politi-
cal heist attempted in recent 
times. Bengal was the fi nal 
frontier that the BJP needed 
to cross to consolidate its 
hegemony. And it chose this 
election to launch an all-out 
attack. It threw everything 
into it: money, media, or-
ganisational machine and, of 
course, Narendra Modi.And 
it threw every caution and 
norm to the winds — from 
the sanctity of the Election 
Commission to the neutrality 

of the security forces and Co-
vid norms. The triumphalism 
of its leaders was unmatched, 
duly echoed by the darbari 
media. Yet, it was defeated. 
Not just defeated, but duly 
humiliated.

A modern-day Ashvamed-
ha yagna has been interrupt-
ed, a magic show disrupted 
in the middle of a trick. Just 
think of what would have 
happened if the BJP had actu-
ally succeeded in capturing 
Bengal — the celebrations, 
the claims, the fear. Our re-
public has reclaimed that 
much space within a day.

At this juncture of his-
tory, an interruption like the 
Bengal result can open un-
anticipated possibilities. We 
are in the middle of one of 
the worst-tackled pandem-
ics, one that has forced even 
die-hard bhakts to entertain 
second thoughts about this 
regime.We are not out of the 
lockdown-induced economic 
meltdown yet, and it could 
only get worse with the raging 
second wave. And we have a 
historic farmers’ protest that 
refuses to be cowed down.
In this context, a verdict like 
this one exposes the vulner-

abilities of the Modi govern-
ment, wakes up its credulous 
supporters and emboldens 
the resisters. Results from 
Kerala and Tamil Nadu can 
consolidate oppositional 
spaces. Bengal’s verdict can 
break the spell that has had 
the country in thrall for the 
last seven years. This could 
be the beginning of the end of 
the Modi juggernaut.It could. 
It need not be so. It all de-
pends on how we respond to 
this opening. The fi rst step is 
to recognise what this verdict 
is not. While it shows the lim-
its to dividends of communal 
polarisation, it is not a rejec-
tion of communal politics.If 
anything, the Bengal election 
has rekindled the pre-Parti-
tion communal fi re that the 
state will have to deal with for 
a long time. Besides, mobili-
sation of anxious Muslim vot-
ers against the BJP is hardly a 
sign of secular politics.

Nor is it a verdict against 
the Modi government for its 
many acts of commission 
and omission during the Co-
vid-19 pandemic and nation-
wide lockdown. The biggest 
public health crisis of post-
Independence India was not 

an electoral issue anywhere, 
except Kerala.As in the case 
of demonetisation, the peo-
ple have not yet connected 
the consequences to the 
cause, their economic plight 
to the incompetent economic 
policies pursued by the Modi 
government.

The Left Democratic 
Front’s victory in Kerala had 
little to do with popular ac-
ceptance of the Left ideology. 
And in all fairness, while the 
farmers’ organisations led to 
a vigorous no-vote-for-BJP 
campaign, this verdict does 
not demonstrate farmers’ 
rejection of the three farm 
laws. Not as yet.We must ap-
proach this opportunity with 
a modest admission that this 
reversal for the BJP was the 
product of many quotidian 
factors that do not add up to 
a grand story of reclaiming 
democracy.In Bengal and 
Kerala, the popularity of the 
incumbent chief ministers 
was a key factor. It was not a 
verdict on good governance. 
If that was so, the All-India 
Anna Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam (AIADMK) should 
have been routed.

CM Sarbananda Sonowal, 
too, should not have come 
back to power in Assam. Ma-
mata Banerjee’s governance 
record has also been moder-
ate, at best. But some popular 
schemes did make a differ-
ence to the voters.And let’s 
face it, deft election manage-
ment played a key role in the 
Trinamool Congress’s victory 
in West Bengal and the BJP’s 
victory in Assam. These rou-
tine factors may not work 
against the BJP every time.It’s 
time we publicly acknowl-

edge the harsh truth about 
who this opportunity is not 
for.There can be many claims 
about who the real winner is: 
Mamata Banerjee or Prashant 
Kishor, Pinarayi Vijayan or 
the Left parties, Himanta 
Biswa Sarma or Sarbananda 
Sonowal. But there cannot be 
two opinions about the real 
loser today: the Indian Na-
tional Congress.

The grand old party did not 
miss an opportunity to en-
sure it misses out on a regular 
opportunity to come back to 
power in Kerala, in the fi rst 
Assembly election after Rahul 
Gandhi became an MP from 
the state. Similarly, in Assam, 
it allowed the BJP to come 
back to power despite mas-
sive anti-CAA protests in the 
state a year ago.It ceded pow-
er in Puducherry and sank to 
irrelevance in West Bengal. 
The message is as clear as it 
gets: the Congress in its cur-
rent form cannot lead India 
in a battle to reclaim democ-
racy.Again and again, state 
elections have punctured the 
myth of Modi’s invincibil-
ity. Yet, the myth persists be-
cause the disaffection at the 
state level fails to translate 
into a national sentiment. 
The 2021 verdict is different.

It provides a clear opening 
and shows a path. If this is fol-
lowed by the BJP’s defeat in 
Uttar Pradesh in early 2022, it 
would certainly be the count-
down for the end of the Modi 
regime.Modi can be defeated, 
but not by the Congress, not 
by routine opposition unity, 
and not by knee-jerk anti-
Modism. Here is an opportu-
nity. And a challenge. 
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A verdict like this one exposes the vulnerabilities of the Modi government, wakes up its credulous supporters 
and emboldens the resisters. Results from Kerala and Tamil Nadu can consolidate oppositional spaces. Bengal’s 
verdict can break the spell that has had the country in thrall for the last seven years. This could be the beginning 

of the end of the Modi juggernaut. It all depends on how we respond to this opening.
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Managing Saudi-US relations after crown prince’s interview

Cryptocurrency markets moving to Phase 2

By DR. ABDEL AZIZ ALUWAISHEG
It was a good move by the US to send a 

high-level delegation to Riyadh just a few 
days after Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman commented on 
his country’s relationship with the Biden 
administration. The US envoys met with 
officials on Monday and sought to clarify 
the administration’s “recalibration” of its 
policy with the region. What is needed now is 
to translate these new understandings into 
concrete measures to lead the way during 
the coming years. Time is of the essence, 
as any delay would create a vacuum that 
could be exploited by adversaries or lead to 
misunderstandings or missteps that neither 
side wants.

In his TV interview last Wednesday, when 
asked whether there were differences of 
opinion between Saudi Arabia and the US 
or if the White House under Joe Biden had 
turned its back on Riyadh, the crown prince 
said there was no such thing as 100 percent 
agreement between any two countries, no 
matter how close they are, just as in any 
family, whose members do not always see 
eye to eye.

He said: “The US is certainly a strategic 
partner to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
They have been our partner for more than 
80 years.” But he pointed out that, with 
every new US administration, there will 
always be varying margins of differences 
of opinion. With the Biden administration, 
there is agreement on more than 90 percent 
of the issues, leaving less than a 10 percent 
margin of possible differences that need to 
be addressed.

Both sides acknowledge the value 
of their partnership, which has grown 
tremendously since Saudi Arabia granted 
American oil companies a vast concession 

in 1933 to explore for oil. While oil 
represented the start, their partnership 
has expanded to include defense, mutual 
political support, counterterrorism, trade 
and investment, economic cooperation, 
and education, among many other areas of 
common interest.

Current regional and global challenges 
make the Saudi-US partnership more 
important than ever. For example, the 
US plan to reduce its military footprint in 
the Middle East requires greater defense 
cooperation in order to avoid leaving a 
security vacuum. The two countries also 
see eye-to-eye on most regional issues and 
their close coordination on addressing 
them is still needed. As the fight against 
terrorism is not over, their partnership 
in counterterrorism must continue. On 
energy, both countries are major oil 
producers and need to keep coordinating 

to maintain stability in the oil markets. In 
trade, the US needs strong partners, such 
as Saudi Arabia, the largest economy in 
the Gulf and the wider Middle East. There 
are also new priority areas where they have 
shown leadership and similar interests, 
including climate change and renewables, 
which could benefit greatly from closer 
cooperation.

However, there remain some differences 
of opinion, which the crown prince said 
make up less than 10 percent of their 
relationship. He expressed Saudi Arabia’s 
readiness to engage on those differences, 
suggesting: “We try to find solutions and 
reach an understanding to overcome 
them, thus neutralizing their risks to both 
countries while upholding our interests.”

The crown prince pointed out Saudi 
Arabia’s diversified strategic partnerships, 
“starting with the Gulf countries, Arab 

countries, and Middle Eastern countries.” 
He added: “We’re also working on 
strengthening our alliances with our 
partners throughout the world, with the 
US, the UK, France, Europe, and other 
countries, as well as seeking to create new 
partnerships with everyone else, such as 
Russia, India, China, Latin America, African 
countries, and others.”

He continued: “We’re strengthening 
our relations with everyone to serve 
our interests, their interests, and the 
international interests. At the end of the 
day, every country has its choice. If we 
could work with them to serve everyone’s 
interests, that would be great. Otherwise, 
there are a lot of other options out there.” 
Asked whether the 10 percent disagreement 
with the US was “just a difference of 
opinions, or is the US exerting pressure on 
the Kingdom,” he said: “The Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia will not allow any interference 
in its internal affairs.” He pointed out 
that the “UN Charter explicitly stipulates 
that countries have full sovereignty and 
complete independence,” and that “one 
of the most important pillars of the charter 
is respecting the sovereignty of states 
and prohibiting any interference in their 
internal affairs. So, if any country interferes 
in the internal affairs of another country, 
it means it violated the charter that has 
maintained the peace of the world and its 
stability and security after WWII, ensuring 
its prosperity in the past 50 to 60 years that 
we currently enjoy.” The crown prince’s 
repeated references to the UN Charter 
indicate strong Saudi commitment to the 
UN-centered rules-based international 
order in all areas.

While recalibrating its regional policy, 
it is important that Washington reached 
out to Riyadh to chart the way ahead and 
further their common interests. The close 
personal relationship between King Salman 
and President Biden will ensure that the 
Saudi-US partnership will become more 
robust, that it can overcome recent trials 
and tribulations, and can meet imminent 
regional threats and global challenges.

The US delegation to Riyadh correctly 
stressed the importance of enhancing 
institution-to-institution cooperation. 
These institutional partnerships will be 
strengthened by formal agreements in 
areas of common interest, providing 
reliable channels for dialogue, including 
on the 10 percent margin of differences of 
opinion between the two capitals. Formal 
frameworks will also make managing the 
relationship easier during future transitions 
between administrations.
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By CORnELIA MEYER
Cryptocurrencies and other web-based 

value structures such as NFTs (non-
fungible tokens) have come of age during 
the pandemic, when so much of our lives 
moved online.

Things moved fast and furious this year 
again. In April, Bitcoin hit an all-time high 
close to $65,000, just to lose 15 percent of 
its value the following weekend. Then the 
trading platform Coinbase listed, soared 
and now trades roughly 10 percent below 
its listing price. The new darling on the 
crypto block is Ether, which pierced the 
$3,000 milestone for the first time early on 
Monday morning. 

It has advanced in excess of 1,200 
percent compared to a year ago. Ether’s 
success shifted the relative landscape in 
the cryptocurrency space.  At the beginning 
of the year, Bitcoin held a market share of 
70 percent, which has now come down to 
46 percent at a valuation of $2.3 trillion. 
Ether’s market share is 15 percent and other 
currencies have risen to occupy 36 percent. 

Bitcoin and Ether hold spots one and two in 
the league table.

What is behind Ether’s recent 
success? For one thing, it is based on the 
affiliated Ethereum blockchain which is 
decentralized, rendering Ether relatively 
safe compared with other cryptocurrencies.

It also did not hurt that, last week, the 

European Investment Bank used the 
Ethereum blockchain to sell $121 million 
worth of two-year notes in the world’s first-
ever offering of “digital bonds.”

NFTs, which have recently become 
popular in the art market, are also based 
on the Ethereum blockchain, giving the 
platform a further boost. 

NFTs have the potential to revolutionize 
the art space because digital artworks 
avoid the costs associated with exhibitions, 
transport and insurance and are seen as 
relatively safe.

What we have seen since the pandemic 
is a shift toward, and a mainstreaming of 
sorts, of cryptocurrencies. 

Major financial institutions have devised 
instruments giving their clients access to 
this asset class. PayPal has started to allow 
cryptocurrencies as methods of payment 
and major investors, such as Elon Musk, 
have shared their belief in the asset class.

This was phase one. Now we are in phase 
two, where investors look more carefully at 
the various currencies and they, in turn, are 
jostling for position in this growing market.

This cannot take away, though, from 
the extreme volatility of cryptocurrencies, 
which becomes evident when looking 
at the history of Bitcoin. There are other 
associated risks when investing in this asset 
class, such as increased regulatory risks as 
central banks are not willing to relinquish 
sovereignty over currencies as methods of 

payment.
We should not confuse the “stateless” 

truly global cryptocurrencies as we know 
them with the tokens issued by central 
banks. 

Venezuela and Ecuador have issued their 
own cryptocurrencies, in an attempt to aid 
their faltering economies. 

Others, like the People’s Bank of China, 
are looking into the space in order to 
establish control over the sector. Part of 
the appeal of the former category is that 
they have so far avoided the long regulatory 
arm of the state, while government-issued 
cryptocurrencies are all about state control.

The developments in this space over the 
last year go to show that cryptocurrencies 
as an asset class are here to stay and 
have moved to the next phase of market 
evolution.  However, beware of the teething 
problems associated with new asset classes 
including, but not limited to, volatility — 
affecting their ability to serve as a store of 
value, increasingly shifting relative market 
shares and regulatory risks.
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By noah Smith
The US is set to recover from the 

pandemic-induced recession faster 
than other rich countries thanks to its 
successful vaccination effort and copious 
relief spending. Though it might seem like 
weakness in the rest of the world will create 
a drag on US growth, it actually provides an 
opportunity to increase exports.

In late 2020, what had been a rapid US 
recovery slowed as a huge new wave of 
covid-19 infections drove Americans back 
into their homes. Since then the US has 
done surprisingly well at putting shots into 
arms, and new data suggests vaccines will 
be pretty effective even against the resistant 
strains now emerging around the world. 

When covid no longer dominates the 
stage, American consumers will rush out to 
eat and shop and frolic, and the economy 
will be turbocharged. To top it off, the US 
has been extremely generous with covid 
relief spending, especially after the recent 
passage of President Joe Biden’s $1.9 trillion 
addition. Other rich countries however, 
remain mired in the economic doldrums. 
Agonisingly slow vaccine roll-outs in the 
European Union and Japan, coupled with 
a deeper initial impact of the pandemic in 
Europe, mean that the US will return to its 
pre-pandemic growth trajectory well before 
its developed-world peers:

In fact, according to the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development, 
the US is now the only major economy 
projected to exceed its pre-pandemic trend 
by the end of the year. That’s even better 

than China, at least in the relative sense.
In some ways, the last-man-standing 

status of the US will hinder its recovery. A 
healthy Europe and Japan is generally good, 
as during normal times these countries 
buy American exports and send tourists to 
spend their money in the US. For at least a 
good part of this year, much of that revenue 
will remain off the table.

It’s not all downside, though. A quick 
US recovery also means a strong rebound 
in domestic manufacturing, both from 
revived local demand and from the fact that 

vaccinated workers will be able to go back 
to work with fewer costly safety precautions. 
And that will put the US in a good position to 
supply the rest of the rich world with goods. 
Even though demand inside those countries 
is still suppressed by the pandemic, local 
supplies will also be suppressed, offering an 
opportunity for American exporters to step 
in. The reason I know this could work is that 
it’s exactly what China has been doing with 
the US. During 2020, as China succeeded in 
suppressing the virus while infections grew 
in the US, the trade imbalance between 

the countries soared. Stuck in their homes, 
American consumers shifted from buying 
services to buying manufactured goods, and 
China was willing and able to supply those 
goods.

Some of that imbalance may now abate 
as the US shifts back toward demanding 
services and China is slowed by austerity 
and a weaker-than-expected vaccination 
effort. When American consumers start 
spending their dollars at restaurants instead 
of just on Amazon.com, US manufacturers 
will be looking for customers for their 

goods, and the rest of the world, even while 
still weighed down by coronavirus, could 
provide those markets.

The US has a limited window to make 
the most of the situation, and it should be 
promoting exports vigorously over the next 
year. Explicit export subsidies are banned 
under World Trade Organisation rules (the 
US might consider whether breaking those 
rules would be worth the consequences). 
But there are many ways in which implicit 
export subsidies can substitute for explicit 
ones, including tax breaks, cheap trade 
financing, assistance with marketing, 
subsidised training for workers and 
extension services.

The effort would also dovetail nicely 
with Biden’s plan for reshoring American 
industry and consolidating supply chains 
in the US. Helping manufacturers export 
and cajoling foreign-invested companies 
to return home during the waning stages of 
the pandemic can provide valuable lessons 
in which policies work and which don’t. 
Those lessons can then be applied in the 
longer struggle to keep the US economically 
relevant in an age when global economic 
activity is shifting to Asia.

So the US should take full advantage of 
this brief interregnum. Its stellar vaccine 
effort and stimulus have allowed it to jump 
ahead; now the country should use that time 
wisely to improve its competitive position 
for the longer term. Just as in the late 1940s 
and 1950s when the rest of the world was 
rebuilding from World War II, this is the 
chance for the US to power ahead.
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COVID-19: How the US can power ahead in the world
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JOE BIDEN ADMINISTRATION RAISES REFUGEE 
ADMISSION CEILING TO 62,500

Iran ready for dialogue with Saudi 
Arabia: Spokesman

Lebanon aims 
to demarcate maritime 

borders with Israel

GLOBAL COVID-19
 CASELOAD TOPS 153.1 MN

BILL AND MELINDA GATES TO DIVORCE AFTER 27 YRS

Washington, May 4 (IANS) 
The Biden administration on 
Monday raised the annual ceil-
ing for new refugees allowed 
into the US to 62,500, after its 
decision last month to keep the 
number at the level set by the 
previous administration caused 
backlash.The new number, ef-
fective for fi scal year 2021 that 
ends on September 30, marked 
an increase from the 15,000 
cap set by the Donald Trump 
administration for the same 

12-month period, the Xinhua 
news agency reported.

“This erases the historically 
low number set by the previ-
ous administration of 15,000, 
which did not refl ect America’s 
values as a nation that wel-
comes and supports refugees,” 
President Joe Biden said in a 
statement.“The sad truth is 
that we will not achieve 62,500 
admissions this year,” the 
president said, noting that his 
administration is “working 

quickly to undo the damage of 
the last four years,” but that to 
make the “broken” refugee ad-
mission system able to process 
the desired number of appli-
cants “will take some time.”

Biden said his administra-
tion will reinforce efforts 

to expand the country’s 
capacity to admit refu-
gees, “so that we can 
reach the goal of 125,000 
refugee admissions that 
I intend to set for the 

coming fiscal year.”He added 
that the more ambitious goal 
for the first fiscal year of his 
presidency “will still be hard 
to hit,” stressing Washing-
ton will “use every tool avail-
able to help these fully-vetted 
refugees” seeking to enter the 
country. The number of refu-
gees admitted into the US this 
fiscal year stood at only 2,050 
as of March 31, according to 
the State Department’s Refu-
gee Processing Center.

Tehran, May 4 (IANS) Iran 
has always been ready for 
talks “at any level and in any 
form” with its neighbours, 
including Saudi Arabia, to 
settle issues, Foreign Minis-
try Spokesman Saeed Khati-
bzadeh said here.“Changes 

in tone and discourse help a 
lot to reduce tensions,” Xi-
nhua news agency quoted 
Khatibzadeh as saying at 
a weekly press briefing on 
Monday.

He added that the talks will 
lead to serious practical re-

sults only if coupled with a 
change in behaviour.

Dialogues among the 
countries of the region and 
between Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia will result in more peace, 
stability and progress, the 
spokesman noted.

Beirut, May 4 
(IANS) Lebanese 
President Michel 
Aoun emphasized 
the importance of 
demarcating the 
country’s maritime 
borders with Israel 
in accordance with 
international laws 
and regulations.

Aoun’s remarks 
came in a statement 
on Monday after his 
meeting with mem-
bers of the Lebanese 
delegation engaged 
in indirect negotia-
tions with Israel to 
demarcate mari-
time borders in a 
disputed area in the 
Mediterranean, re-
ports Xinhua news 
agency.

The President not-
ed that Lebanon’s 
“positive response” 
to the resumption 
of indirect negotia-
tions, sponsored by 
the US and hosted 
by the UN, refl ects 
the country’s desire 
to produce positive 
results.Lebanon and 

Israel had embarked 
on negotiations 
over maritime bor-
ders demarcation 
in a disputed area 
of about 860 square 
km.

The Lebanese gov-
ernment recently 
signed a document 
that will formally lay 
claim to an addition-
al 1,430 square km 
on top of the Exclu-
sive Economic Zone 
in disputed waters in 
the Mediterranean.

Indirect negotia-
tions between Leba-
non and Israel to 
demarcate the mari-
time borders kicked 
off on October 14, 
2020, but they were 
later suspended.

Washington, May 4 (IANS) 
The mega-billionaire couple 
Bill and Melinda Gates, who 
have emerged as a philanthropy 
powerhouse with a foundation 
named after themselves, are 
divorcing because their 27-year 
marriage has “irretrievably bro-
ken”.According to TMZ, a media 
outlet that is up on celebrity af-
fairs, Melinda Gates fi led for the 
divorce asserting that their mar-
riage was “irretrievably broken”.
TMZ, which said it had seen the 
fi lings in a Seattle court, the 
couple, who jointly run the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation, 

does not have a pre-nuptial 
agreement on splitting their 
wealth that many ultra-wealthy 

couples make to lessen the like-
lihood of disputes should they 
break up.But according to Peo-

ple magazine, they will have a 
separation agreement to divide 
their wealth.

Melinda Gates fi led for a tem-
porary order that would prevent 
either of them from disposing 
property or making changes to 
insurance policies unless they 
agreed in writing or court or-
dered it, the magazine reported.

She is not asking for any 
payment of spousal support, 
it added.Since their three chil-
dren, son Rory John, 21, and 
daughters Phoebe Adele, 18, 
and Jennifer Katharine, 25, are 
all adults, they will not have 

the headache of child custody 
arrangements.Bill, who is one 
of the richest people in the 
world, has often emphasized 
in interviews that his children 
should only inherit a small 
part of his wealth.

The fi nancial magazine 
Forbes has estimated he is 
worth more than $100 billion.
Earlier on Monday, a joint state-
ment posted on Twitter by the 
Microsoft founder said: “After 
a great deal of thought and a lot 
of work on our relationship, we 
have made the decision to end 
our marriage.

Bogota, May 4 (IANS) 
Colombian Finance Min-
ister Alberto Carrasquilla 
resigned following violent 
protests against a contro-
versial tax reform.

“I have accepted the res-
ignation of Alberto Car-
rasquilla,” President Ivan 
Duque tweeted on Monday.

Duque expressed his 
“gratitude and respect” for 
Carrasquilla’s contribution 
at the head of his economic 
team, reports dpa news 
agency.

The President praised the 
economic team’s achieve-
ments, including what he 
called an “unprecedented” 
social programme to face 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Duque named Trade and 
Tourism Minister Jose 
Manuel Restrepo as new Fi-
nance Minister.The govern-
ment withdrew the planned 
tax reform legislation on 
Sunday after days of pro-
tests which saw demonstra-

tors set buses on fi re and 
loot stores in several cities.

Several injuries as well as 
deaths have been reported.

The Colombian govern-
ment deployed soldiers to 
cities across the country to 
help support police.More 

protests are expected in the 
coming days.In a statement 
on Monday, Colombia’s Of-
fi ce of the Ombudsman said 
so far a total of 19 people 
had died in the violence.It 
urged authorities to launch 
an investigation.

As a public agency, the 
role of the ombudsman’s 
offi ce in Colombia is to 
oversee the protection of 
citizens’ human and civil 
rights.In its now withdrawn 
tax reform draft, the govern-
ment wanted among other 
things to reduce tax allow-
ances, increase income tax 
for certain groups and abol-
ish value-added-tax (VAT) 
exemptions for a number of 
goods and services.

COLOMBIAN FM STEPS DOWN 
AFTER VIOLENT PROTESTS

2 KILLED, 18 INJURED IN 
MOSCOW HOTEL FIRE

12 KILLED IN 
AFGHANISTAN FLOODS

818 ILLEGAL MIGRANTS 
RESCUED OFF LIBYAN 

COAST IN A WEEK

GERMAN MAN ARRESTED OVER EXTREMIST HATE 
MAIL SENT TO PUBLIC FIGURES

2 DRUG-TRAFFICKING 
GANGS IN ITALY’S 

SICILY BUSTED

Moscow, May 4 (IANS) 
Two people were killed 
and 18 others injured after 
a fi re broke out at a fi ve-
storey hotel building in 
Moscow, local media re-
ported on Tuesday.

"Two adults died in the 
hospital. It was not pos-
sible to save them," the 
TASS news agency report-
ed, citing a source from 
the local department of 

the Russian Emergencies 
Ministry.

According to the source, 
the fi re, which started at 
3.27 a.m. at the Vechny 
Zov Hotel and was extin-
guished by 4.30 a.m., cov-
ered an area of about 100 
square metres, reports Xi-
nhua news agency.

At the time of the fi re, 
305 people were inside the 
building, said the report.

Kabul, May 4 (IANS) At 
least 12 people were killed 
as heavy rains and fl ash 
fl oods hit parts of Afghan-
istan’s Herat province, the 
local government said in a 
statement on Tuesday.

“Flash fl oods engulfed 
vast areas in Adraskan 
district and neighbouring 
areas on Monday,” Xin-
hua news agency quoted 
the statement as saying.
Among the dead were one 
woman and four children, 

according to a local gov-
ernment source.

The fl oods also de-
stroyed tens of residential 
houses and orchards in 
the districts and caused 
closure of several roads, 
the statement said.

Rome, May 4 (IANS) 
Italian police have busted 
two drug-traffi cking gangs 
in major raids in the area 
surrounding the Sicilian 
city of Messina, local me-
dia reported on Tuesday.

More than 25 suspects 
were arrested and taken 
to jail, while numerous 
others were placed under 
house arrest, dpa quot-

ed the Adnkronos news 
agency as saying in a re-
port.Authorities had been 
monitoring the gangs for 
some time.Their mem-
bers used violence to con-
trol the region’s narcotics 
market, and their wives 
and mothers-in-law also 
played an active role in 
the networks, according 
to the Ansa news agency.

Tripoli, May 4 (IANS) 
A total of 818 illegal mi-
grants have been rescued 
off the coast of Libya in 
the past one week, the In-
ternational Organization 
for Migration (IOM) said.

From April 25 to May 1, 
“818 migrants were res-
cued/intercepted at sea 
and returned to Libya,” 
the Organization said in a 
statement on Monday.

It added that 6,992 il-
legal migrants have been 
rescued and returned to 
Libya so far this year, in-
cluding 545 women and 
335 minors, reports Xin-
hua news agency.

Additionally, 139 il-
legal migrants died and 
349 others went missing 
on the Central Mediterra-
nean route so far in 2021, 
the IOM said.

Berlin, May 4 (IANS) 
German police arrested a 
53-year-old man in Berlin 
accused of writing right-
wing extremist mail to 
public fi gures in a case 
that has baffl ed investiga-
tors for about three years.
The mail was marked with 
the sender "NSU 2.0", a 
reference to the National 
Socialist Underground, a 
far-right German terrorist 
group that was discovered 
10 years ago, dpa news 
agency reportd on Tues-
day.The case was particu-
larly sensitive because the 
perpetrator or perpetra-
tors were apparently able 
to access police informa-
tion.The man is strongly 
suspected of having "sent 

a series of letters with incit-
ing, insulting and threat-
ening content nationwide" 
under the pseudonym 
NSU 2.0 since August 2018, 
the public prosecutors 
said following the Mon-

day night arrest.The Ger-
man citizen, whose name 
has not been released 
under the country's strict 
protection laws, was ar-
rested following a search 
of a Berlin apartment.He 

is currently unemployed.
The recipients of the mail 
were mainly public fi g-
ures, especially from the 
media world and politics, 
including state and federal 
parliamentary members.

Washington, May 4 (IANS) 
The overall global Covid-19 
caseload has topped 153.1 
million, while the deaths have 
surged to more than 3.20 mil-
lion, according to the Johns 
Hopkins University.

The US continues to be the 
worst-hit country with the 
world's highest number of 
cases and deaths at 32,470,363 
and 577,492, respectively, ac-
cording to the CSSE.In terms 
of infections, India follows 
in the second place with 
19,925,604 cases.

The other countries 
with more than two mil-
lion confi rmed coronavirus 
cases are Brazil (14,779,529), 
France (5,717,160), Tur-
key (4,900,121), Rus-
sia (4,776,844), the UK 
(4,437,505), Italy (4,050,708), 

Spain (3,540,430), Ger-
many (3,438,186), Argen-
tina (3,021,179), Colom-
bia (2,905,254), Poland 
(2,805,756), Iran (2,555,587), 
Mexico (2,349,900) and 
Ukraine (2,140,838), the CSSE 

fi gures showed.In terms of 
deaths, Brazil comes second 
with 408,622 fatalities.

Nations with a death toll 
of over 50,000 are India 
(218,959), Mexico (217,345), 
the UK (127,797), Italy 

(121,433), Russia (109,341), 
France (105,291), Germany 
(83,362), Spain (78,293), Co-
lombia (75,164), Iran (72,875), 
Poland (68,105), Argentina 
(64,792), Peru (62,126) and 
South Africa (54,452).
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Procter & Gamble Hygiene’s 
Jan-Mar net profit up 8%

DoT permits telcos to go ahead 
with 5G trials

Raytheon Technologies sending 1,000 
oxygen concentrators to India

Steel, oil cos become lifeline with ramped 
up oxygen supplies for Covid relief

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) Aerospace 
and defence major Raytheon Technolo-
gies Corp on Tuesday said it is sending 
1,000 oxygen concentrators to India.

The company employs nearly 5,000 
people in India, primarily through Pratt 
& Whitney and Collins Aerospace.

According to the aerospace and de-
fence major, some of these oxygen con-
centrators have already started to arrive 
in India, through the US-India Strategic 
Partnership Forum and organisations 
actively working with the government 
across the country.

“These life-saving devices will be dis-
tributed where the need is the greatest, 

including those communities where our 
employees work and live,” the company 
said in a statement.

“RTX will continue to explore ways to 
partner and support impacted commu-
nities as India recovers.”

As per the statement, teams across RTX 
are also actively working on securing re-
sources, and utilising supply chain capa-
bilities to provide PPE and other essential 
supplies for employees and local com-
munities. “Raytheon Technologies will 
be matching employee donations made 
through May 22, which will be channeled 
to several nonprofits supporting COV-
ID-19 relief efforts in India.”

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) Steel and oil 
companies have emerged as the oxygen 
lifeline for the country gasping for breath 
in the ongoing second wave of Covid-19.

Companies such as IndianOil, BPCL, 
SAIL, Vedanta, JSPL, Tata Steel have all 
been diverting large portions of industrial 
oxygen they produce for manufacturing 
for Covid relief. In fact, a few companies 
have cut down their routine production 
to make available additional oxygen for 
medical use across the country.

The support of these two sectors is 
crucial for Covid relief measures as they 
account for more than 60 per cent of the 
country’s 7,000 MT of oxygen production 
per day.

The role of two steel PSUs - SAIL and 
RINL in this direction has been signifi-
cant. SAIL has already supplied 36,747 
metric tonnes (MT) of Liquid Medical 

Oxygen since August last year. The com-
pany has also reduced the production 
of gaseous Oxygen, Nitrogen and Argon 
besides optimizing process parameters 
in its plants to boost production of LMO.

“During this hour of emergency need, 
SAIL firmly stands committed with the 
nation and will do everything to augment 
the production of Liquid Medical Oxygen 
from its plants. All its plants have been 
advised to maximise production of LMO 
and optimize dispatch logistics so as to 
reduce the turnaround time of oxygen 
tankers,” the company reaffirmed.

With the help of Indian Railways 
and the Ministry of Steel, SAIL has also 
planned to load a rake from its Bokaro, 
Durgapur steel plants. This will help 
greatly in bulk evacuation of LMO and 
faster arrival of the same at the destina-
tion.

Zomato emerges most trusted brand during pandemic: Survey

Pharma sector facing shooting prices of raw materials: Assocham

Dell, Foxconn, Lava apply under PLI scheme for IT hardware

Samsung pledges Rs 37 cr to help 
India fight Covid 2.0

Saudi Aramco’s Q1 net profit rises by 30%

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) As 
India grapples with the raging 
pandemic amid seismic shifts 
in consumer behaviour, a new 
survey on Tuesday said that 
Zomato has emerged as the 
most-trusted brand, followed 
by Amazon Prime Video and 
Amazon marketplace, in the 
country.

Over the course of the pan-
demic year, consumers pri-
oritised online food delivery, 
pharmacy, entertainment, 
digital payments and OTT, 
among others, according to 

market research firm CMR’s 
‘Alpha Brands 2021’ listing.

“As a consequence of the 
pandemic, brands that have 
been able to consistently 
deliver across all consumer-
facing touchpoints win big. 
In the better normal, brands 
would need to integrate and 
be indispensable in every as-
pect of consumer lives,” said 
Satya Mohanty, Head-Indus-
try Consulting Group, CMR.

Zomato was followed by 
Swiggy at a distant second 
position. Through the course 

of the pandemic, Zomato 
trumped Swiggy both in 
terms of consumer satisfac-
tion (81%), and in consumer 
advocacy (53%), according to 
the survey.

The Alpha Brands were 
chosen on basis of their 
performance across four 
parametres: brand’s users, 
key decision makers, user sat-

isfaction, and net promoter 
score (NPS). The overall brand 
quotient was arrived at on the 
basis of consumer satisfaction 
and brand advocacy, the CMR 
said. Even prior to, and during 
the pandemic, Big Basket was 
the mostly used brand in on-
line grocery (62%), followed 
by Amazon Fresh (58%). In 
terms of consumer advocacy, 
Amazon Fresh (25%) trumped 
the competition.

Amazon and Flipkart con-
tinued to be locked in the 
ecommerce battle. Amazon 

led the eCommerce market 
in terms of brand usership 
(78%), and customer satisfac-
tion (72%) and in net promot-
er score (36%).

Amazon PrimeVideo 
has the most satisfied con-
sumers (81%), followed by 
Disney+Hotstar (73%) and 
Netflix (67%). Between pre-
pandemic (before March 
2020) and post-pandemic pe-
riod (post-March 2020), Netf-
lix registered 14% growth in 
terms of new subscribers, the 
survey noted.

Chandigarh, May 4 (IANS) 
The pharma sector is facing 
shooting prices and shortage 
of raw materials, known as 
active pharmaceutical ingre-
dients (APIs), as 85 per cent of 
them come from China, Asso-
cham said on Tuesday.

It sought government’s in-
tervention in clearing the bot-
tleneck in the import.

“Such practices are not ac-
ceptable during these chal-
lenging times when the whole 

country is fighting a battle 
against the pandemic. We 
urge an immediate interven-
tion from authorities to take 
necessary action against this 
practice,” Assocham Chair-
man of Northern Region De-
velopment Council A.S. Mittal 
said in a statement.

The drugs for which the 
raw material cost has gone up 
multifold include paracetamol 
(price from Rs 350 to Rs 790 
per kg), propylene glycol 

(from Rs 140 to Rs 400 per kg) 
ivermectin (from Rs 18,000 to 
Rs 52,000 per kg) doxycycline 
(from Rs 6,000 to Rs 12,000 per 
kg) and azithromycin (from Rs 
8,000 to Rs 12,000 per kg).

Jitender Sodhi, Assocham 
Chairman of Himachal 
Pradesh State Development 
Council, said, “The economic 
impact of the Covid-19 second 
wave has started taking a toll 
on pharma sector as well.

Pharma grade raw mate-

rials should be supplied to 
manufacturers uninterrupted 
through provision of special 
passes and green passes can 
help in curbing the problem 
of shortage of raw material.”

Call on action for manda-
tory fixing of base prices on 
per km basis for transporta-
tion vehicles and ambulances 
indulged in the services of Co-
vid-19 should be taken by the 
government, which can help 
in cost cutting of raw material, 

he added.
Asia’s biggest pharmaceuti-

cal hub -- Baddi-Barotiwala-
Nalagarh (BBN) in Himachal 
Pradesh, producing several 
primary life-saving, anti-in-
flammatory, anti-viral, and 
Covid-19 drugs, is facing 
problem in procuring active 
pharmaceutical ingredients.

“This industrial belt is the 
backbone of India in the cur-
rent Covid war. The unprec-
edented price hike and short-

age of raw material due to 
various reasons has resulted 
in a huge demand and supply 
gap for these drugs.

The government should 
intervene to streamline the 
availability and the transpor-
tation of raw material as most 
of the active pharmaceutical 
ingredients are imported from 
outside India,” said Manik 
Batra, Assocham Chairman of 
J&K Development Council.

The Chinese state-owned 

Sichuan Airlines has also sus-
pended its cargo services to 
India for 15 days following 
the second wave of Covid-19. 
This, many industrial units in 
the BBN, fear will add to the 
problems.

“The entire country is facing 
a difficult time, when we can-
not afford price hike in phar-
maceuticals. The government 
should intervene and control 
the rising cost of raw materials 
of pharmaceuticals.

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 
A total of 19 companies have 
filed applications under the 
production linked incentive 
(PLI) scheme for IT hardware, 
including Dell, Rising Stars 
Hi-Tech (Foxconn), and Lava. 
The other electronics hard-
ware manufacturing compa-
nies that have applied under 
category are ICT (Wistron) 
and Flextronics, said an offi-
cial statement.

Further, 14 companies have 
filed applications under the 
category Domestic Compa-
nies which include Dixon, 
Infopower (JV of Sahasra and 
MiTAC), Bhagwati (Micro-
max), Syrma, Orbic, Neolync, 
Optiemus, Netweb, VVDN, 
Smile Electronics, Panache 
Digilife, HLBS, RDP Worksta-
tions, and Coconics.

These companies are ex-
pected to expand their man-

ufacturing operations in a 
significant manner and grow 
into national champion com-
panies in IT hardware pro-
duction, said an IT Ministry 
statement.

The PLI scheme for IT hard-
ware was notified on March 3 
this year. The scheme extends 
an incentive of 4 per cent to 
2 per cent/1 per cent on net 
incremental sales (over base 
year of FY 2019-20) of goods 
under target segments that 
are manufactured in India to 
eligible companies, for a pe-
riod of four years (FY 2021-22 
to FY 2024-25).

Union Electronics and IT 
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad 
said that the PLI scheme for IT 
Hardware has been huge suc-
cess in terms of the applica-
tions received from global as 
well as domestic companies 
engaged in manufacturing 
electronics hardware prod-
ucts. “We are optimistic and 
looking forward to building a 
strong ecosystem across the 
value chain and integrating 
with the global value chains, 
thereby strengthening elec-
tronics manufacturing eco-
system in the country,” he 
said.

The target IT hardware seg-
ments under the proposed 
scheme include laptops, tab-
lets, all-in-one personal com-
puters (PCs) and servers. The 
scheme proposes production 
linked incentives to boost do-
mestic manufacturing and at-
tract large investments in the 
value chain of these IT hard-
ware products.

Over the next four years, the 
scheme is expected to lead 
to total production of about 
Rs 1.60 lakh crore. Out of the 
total production, IT hardware 
companies have proposed 
a production of over Rs 1.35 
lakh crore, and domestic 
companies have proposed a 
production of over Rs 25,000 
crore.

Out of the total production 
of Rs 1.60 lakh crore in the 
next four years, more than 37 
per cent will be contributed 

by exports of the order of Rs 
60,000 crore, the ministry 
statement said.

The scheme will bring addi-
tional investment in electron-
ics manufacturing to the tune 
of Rs 2,350 crore and generate 
around 37,500 direct employ-
ment opportunities in next 
four years along with creation 
of additional indirect employ-
ment of nearly three times the 
direct employment.

India Cellular & Electronics 
Association (ICEA) Chairman 
Pankaj Mohindroo said: “This 
is a testimonial to India’s ca-
pacity to become the manu-
facturing hub for IT hardware. 
The world is looking at India 
as a destination to manufac-
ture and participation in the 
scheme by the global compa-
nies are a resounding vote of 
confidence to the current gov-
ernment’s policies.”

Mumbai, May 4 (IANS) 
Procter & Gamble Hygiene 
and Health Care Ltd on Tues-
day reported an 8 per cent 
increase on a year-on-year in 
its net profit for the January-
March quarter at Rs 98 crore.

In a statement, the com-
pany said that during the pe-
riod under review, it delivered 
sales of Rs 760 crore, up 16 per 
cent compared to the same 
period a year ago.

Both the feminine care and 
health care business deliv-
ered strong double-digit sales 
growth in the quarter, it said.

Further, the Board of Direc-
tors declared a special interim 
dividend of Rs 150 on every 
equity share of Rs 10. The re-
cord date for the dividend will 
be May 12, 2021.

Madhusudan Gopalan, 
Managing Director, Procter & 
Gamble Hygiene and Health 
Care Ltd. Said: “As the coun-
try faces the second wave of 
the pandemic, we continue to 
focus on protecting the health 
and safety of our people, serv-

ing the Indian consumers 
with our health and hygiene 
products, and supporting 
communities in need through 
our relief efforts.”

“In a challenging environ-
ment, we delivered double-
digit profitable growth for the 
third consecutive quarter this 
year. Our strategy of driving 
superiority, improving pro-
ductivity, leading constructive 
disruption, and strengthening 
our organization and culture 
has enabled us to consistently 
deliver results and continue to 
be the right strategies to deliver 
balanced growth in the long-
term.” He added that since the 
outbreak of the pandemic, the 
company is continuing to ex-
tend our support to the com-
munities under its ‘#PGSurak-
shaIndia’ programme.

“As P&G group, we recently 
announced our pledge to do-
nate Rs 50 crore towards 10 
lakh vaccine doses for 5 lakh 
citizens in partnership with 
state governments and local 
authorities.”

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 
The Department of Telecom-
munications (DoT) has per-
mitted telecom service pro-
viders (TSPs), including Bharti 
Airtel, Reliance Jio Infocomm, 
Vodafone Idea and MTNL, to 
conduct 5G trials.

These TSPs have tied up 
with original equipment man-
ufacturers and technology 
providers -- Ericsson, Nokia, 
Samsung and C-DOT. In ad-
dition, Reliance Jio Infocomm 
will also be conducting tri-
als using its own indigenous 
technology, said an official 
statement.

The permissions have been 
given by the DoT as per the 
priorities and technology 
partners identified by TSPs 
themselves. The experimen-
tal spectrum is being given in 
various bands which include 
the mid-band (3.2 GHz to 3.67 
GHz), millimetre wave band 
(24.25 GHz to 28.5 GHz) and 
in sub-Gigahertz band (700 
GHz).

The TSPs will also be per-
mitted to use their existing 
spectrum (800 MHz, 900 MHz, 
1800 MHz and 2500 MHz) for 
conduct of 5G trials.

The duration of the trials is 
for a period of 6 months. This 
includes a time period of 2 
months for procurement and 
setting up of the equipment.

The permission letters spec-

ify that each TSP will have to 
conduct trials in rural and 
semi-urban settings also in 
addition to urban settings so 
that the benefit of 5G tech-
nology proliferates across the 
country and is not confined 
only to urban areas.

The TSPs are encouraged 
to conduct trials using 5Gi 
technology in addition to the 
already known 5G technology. 
The International Telecom-
munications Union (ITU) has 
also approved the 5Gi tech-
nology, which was advocated 
by India, as it facilitates much 
larger reach of the 5G towers 
and radio networks. The 5Gi 
technology has been devel-
oped by IIT Madras, Centre of 
Excellence in Wireless Tech-
nology (CEWiT), and the IIT 
Hyderabad.

The Communications Min-
istry statement said that the 
objectives of conducting 5G 
trials include testing 5G spec-
trum propagation character-
istics, especially in the Indian 
context, model tuning and 
evaluation of chosen equip-
ment and vendors, testing of 
indigenous technology, test-
ing of applications and to test 
5G phones and devices.

5G technology is expected 
to deliver improved user expe-
rience in terms of data down-
load rates (expected to be 10 
times that of 4G).

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) South 
Korean tech giant Samsung on 
Tuesday announced that it has 
pledged $5 million (nearly Rs 37 
crore) as its contribution towards 
India’s fight against the current 
surge of Covid-19 cases in the 
country.

The company will provide do-
nations to central and state gov-
ernments to boost the healthcare 
sector with essential medical 
equipment for hospitals, as part of 
its citizenship initiatives.

The decisions have been taken 
after due consultations with vari-
ous stakeholders in India and as-
sessing the immediate needs of lo-
cal administrations, Samsung said 
in a statement.

The company will donate $3 
million to the Centre as well as to 
the states Uttar Pradesh and Tamil 
Nadu.

Samsung will provide $2 million 

worth of medical supplies, includ-
ing 100 oxygen concentrators, 
3,000 oxygen cylinders and one 
million Low Dead Space (LDS) sy-
ringes to Uttar Pradesh and Tamil 
Nadu.

LDS or ‘Low Dead Spac’e sy-
ringes minimise the amount of 
drug left in the device after injec-
tion, optimising vaccine usage, the 
company said.

The technology has demon-
strated up to 20 per cent per cent 
greater efficiency and if existing sy-
ringes were to deliver one million 
doses, LDS syringes could deliver 
1.2 million doses with the same 
amount of vaccine.

Additionally, as part of its people 
initiative, Samsung will cover the 
vaccination costs for over 50,000 
eligible employees and benefi-
ciaries in India, to safeguard their 
lives, as vaccine doses become 
available.

Riyadh, May 4 (IANS) Saudi Ara-
bia’s oil giant Aramco said on Tues-
day that its net profit increased by 
30 per cent in the first quarter of 
2021, due to higher oil prices and 
an improved economic environ-
ment amid the pandemic.

Its net income this quarter 
reached $21.7 billion compared to 
$16.7 billion in the same period last 
year, reports dpa news agency.

The company said it will distrib-
ute cash dividends totalling $18.8 
billion, due in the second quarter.

“Given the positive signs for 

energy demand in 2021, there are 
more reasons to be optimistic that 
better days are coming. And while 
some headwinds still remain, we 
are well-positioned to meet the 
world’s growing energy needs as 
economies start to recover,” Ar-
amco President and CEO Amin 
Nasser, said in a statement.

The results reflect a dramatic 
shift from last year due to the coro-
navirus pandemic and lower oil 
prices. In 2020, Aramco said its net 
profit fell by nearly half of what it 
was in 2019.
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State elections over, 
auto fuel prices start 

rising again

RIL fixes record date for 
first call on partly paid-up 

equity shares

Mumbai, May 4 (IANS) The Rights Issue Commit-
tee constituted by the Board of Directors of Reli-
ance Industries (RIL) has fixed May 12 as the record 
date for the purpose of determining the holders of 
the partly paid-up equity shares who shall be liable 
to pay the money on the ‘first call. In a regulatory 
filing, RIL said that pursuant to the Letter of Offer 
dated May 15, 2020, the company had issued and al-
lotted, on rights basis, over 42.26 crore equity shares 
of the face value of Rs 10 each as partly paid-up eq-
uity shares (Rs 2.50 paid-up per share).

RIL had through the letter dated March 26, 2021, 
intimated that the first call of Rs 314.25 per partly 
paid-up equity share (including a premium of Rs 
311.75 per share) would be payable on the shares 
from May 17, 2021 to May 31, 2021.

“The Rights Issue Committee constituted by 
the Board of Directors of the company has fixed 
Wednesday, May 12, 2021 as the ‘Record Date’ for 
the purpose of determining the holders of the partly 
paid-up equity shares who shall be liable to pay the 
money on the First Call.,” it said.

Trading of the Rs 2.50 partly paid-up equity shares 
of the company on the stock exchanges would be 
suspended with effect from May 11, 2021. The last 
date for trading of these partly paid-up shares will 
be May 10, 2021, the filing said.

On Tuesday, shares of Reliance Industries on the 
BSE settled at Rs, 1,916.55, lower by Rs 42.70 or 2.18 
per cent from its previous close.

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) On the expected lines, 
oil companies did not wait long post declaration of 
state election results to raise the price of auto fuels 
-- petrol and diesel across the country.

Accordingly, the petrol and diesel prices increased 
by 15 paise and 18 paise per litre to Rs 90.55 and Rs 
80.91 per litre respectively on Tuesday in Delhi.

Prior to the increase, petrol and diesel were being 
retailed at Rs 90.40 and 80.73 per litre respectively in 
the national Capital. The two auto fuel prices were 
static for 18 days prior to this increase.

Across the country as well the petrol and diesel 
prices increased on Tuesday but its quantum varied 
depending on the level of local levies in respective 
states. IANS had written earlier that OMCs may in-
crease the retail price of petrol and diesel post state 
elections as they were incurring losses to the tune 
of Rs 2-3 per litre by holding the price line despite 
higher global crude and product prices. The oil 
companies had already increased the ATF prices by 
6.7 per cent effective this month.

OMCs benchmark retail fuel prices to a 15-day 
rolling average of global refined products’ prices 
and dollar exchange rate. In the last fortnight glob-
al oil prices have hovered in $66-67 a barrel range 
higher than the levels when petrol and diesel prices 
were last revised.

The price of the two auto fuels had fallen by 16 
paise and 14 paise per litre respectively on April 
15 after a 15-day break when OMCs kept its prices 
static. Thereafter revision of fuel prices have been 
halted. The OMCs went on price cut for the first 
time this year on two consecutive days --- March 24 
and 25 after keeping oil prices steady for the past 24 
days. It again reduced the price on March 30. 

Mondelez commits $2 mn 
Covid-19 relief support to India

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) Mondelez 
International on Tuesday announced 
a contribution of $2 million as part of 
the company’s Covid-19 relief efforts in 
India. According to the company, this 
contribution will aid in the purchase 
of medical supplies and other critical 
equipment in the fight against the pan-
demic.

“In the last one year, we have seen our 
country coming together to fight this un-
precedented challenge. We are deeply 
concerned about the latest wave of Cov-
id sweeping across the country and want 
to lend our support in this fight,” said 
Deepak Iyer, Managing Director, Mon-
delez India Foods.

“We hope our contribution will sup-
port with the access to medical supplies 
and infrastructure that is much needed 
to save lives.” In addition, the company 
said it will continue to distribute its prod-
ucts to impacted communities across In-
dia during this difficult time.

JSW Steel USA secures toll conversion services to deliver 
HRC products to US customers

Mumbai, May 4 (IANS) JSW 
Steel USA Ohio Inc, a subsidiary 
of JSW Steel Ltd (the flagship 
business of the US$ 12 billion 
JSW Group) has signed a long-
term agreement with Allegheny 
Technologies Inc for the con-
version of carbon steel slabs 
manufactured at JSW Steel US’s 
facility in Mingo Junction, OH 
into hot rolled coils at ATI’s Hot 
Rolling and Processing Facility 
(HRPF) in Brackenridge, PA.

As per the terms of the agree-
ment, ATI is expected to hot-roll 
a significant percentage of car-
bon steel slabs produced by JSW 
Steel USA.

The agreement expands JSW 

Steel USA’s ability to supply 
high quality hot rolled products 
required by its customers in the 
US thus enhancing its product 
portfolio.

Securing access to ATI’s HRPF 
- one of the world’s most pow-
erful hot-rolling mills - enables 
JSW Steel USA to produce mate-
rials that maintain high-strength 
at high temperatures.

At the same time, ATI in-
creases its capacity utilization 
of its highly automated HRPF in 
a capital-efficient manner that 
provides a reliable source of op-
erating cash flow.

Commenting on the compa-
ny’s agreement with ATI, Parth 

Jindal, Director of JSW USA said, 
“JSW USA has been on a path 
of modernization for the last 24 
months, from our plate mill in 
Baytown, TX to our EAF in Min-
go Junction, OH our idea has 
been to provide the best in class 
“melted & manufactured” prod-
ucts (Slabs, HRC, Plate & Pipe) 
to our valued customers in the 
USA. Our agreement with ATI is 
further testimony to our vision 
of being a premium supplier of 
steel products in the market.”

“Leveraging on ATI’s superior 
capabilities we feel our carbon 
steel slabs have a great home. 
The geographical proximity and 
strategic nature of this long term 

partnership is truly a win - win 
for both organisations as well as 
a win for the broader market.

I would like to thank the ATI 
team for their trust and confi-
dence in JSW USA and am very 
excited to bring back steelmak-
ing to the Mingo Junction area.”

According to Mark Bush, 

CEO of JSW USA, “This part-
nership with ATI allows us to 
supply the high-quality prod-
ucts required by our customers 
and is in line with our strat-
egy of increasing the share of 
“melted and manufactured in 
the US” products in our prod-
uct mix.

Domestic air travel recovery delayed by 3 months: Ind-Ra

Gurugram admin warns shopkeepers charging exorbitant prices

Mumbai, May 4 (IANS) Re-
covery in domestic and inter-
national travel has been de-
layed by three and six months, 
respectively, due to Covid re-
surgence, said India Ratings 
and Research (Ind-Ra).

The first two months of 2021 
witnessed a solid improve-
ment in air travel, after a steep 
decline in EBITDAR losses in 
3QFY21 as airline operations 
normalised, it said.

However, late March and 
April have seen a sharp rise in 
active Covid cases all across 
India which has significantly 
impacted air travel and dented 
confidence in aviation recov-
ery.

Besides, 2021 has brought 

three new challenges such as 
higher fuel expenses as crude 
prices recover amid a soaring 
global demand, rising compe-
tition intensity amid the possi-
ble re-start of operations by Jet 
Airways, and likely pressure on 
airline yields as the scramble 

for market share realignment 
to pre-Covid period begins.

“Ind-Ra believes the domes-
tic air travel recovery should 
resume in three months, if the 
fresh Covid wave subsides.

“However, a meaningful in-
ternational travel recovery is 

around six months away and 
contingent on the achieve-
ment of vaccination coverage 
for a significant proportion of 
the population,” the ratings 
agency said.

Furthermore, Ind-Ra expects 
regulator DGCA to continue to 
keep price controls in place till 
demand normalises and reach-
es closer to pre-Covid levels.

“However, the overall yields 
for two leading carriers remain 
at a weak level and largely in 
line with median yield lev-
el witnessed in the last five 
years.”

In addition, Ind-Ra’s base-
line expectations for a partial 
but meaningful recovery in 
international travel have been 

pushed ahead by up to six 
months post the fresh wave of 
restrictions and will continue 
to significantly depend on a 
huge decline in active cases, 
coupled with achievement of 
mass vaccination coverage.

“Even when international 
travel resumes in 2HFY22, sig-
nificant tourism and corporate 
demand may not recover im-
mediately, given restrictions 
requiring travellers to quaran-
tine for up to 10 days.”

“International Air Transport 
Association in a recent update 
on the global aviation recov-
ery has highlighted that 89 per 
cent of airline travel remains 
down with cargo being the only 
bright spot.”

Gurugram, May 4 (IANS) 
The Gurugram district admin-
istration has warned shop-
keepers selling essential prod-
ucts at a price higher than the 
Maximum Retail Price under 
the guise of lockdown.

Action is being taken against 
shopkeepers who charge more 
than the MRP. The district ad-
ministration team issued a 
challan to a food chain store 
under the Essential Com-
modities Act, 1955, on Tues-

day. According to the district 
administration spokesperson, 
Inspector Rakesh of the Dis-
trict Food and Supplies Con-
troller’s department received 
information that goods were 
being sold at a price higher 
than the MRP in ‘More Hyper 
Mart’ located in Gurugram’s 
Sector-48.

The complainant Pramod 
Kumar told the Inspector that 
he had purchased peanut oil 
from a food chain store at an 

MRP of Rs 220 but it was be-
ing sold by Mart for Rs 253. 
Following the complaint, the 
team of the District Food and 
Supplies Controller Depart-
ment went to the spot to in-
vestigate and found the com-
plaint to be true.

Acting on the complaint, 
the food chain store was chal-
laned under the Essential 
Commodities Act, 1955.

“The lockdown is imposed 
to prevent infection due to 

Covid-19, the general public 
will not be inconvenienced 
over essential commodities in 
any way. A team of the District 
Food and Supplies Control-
ler department has been ap-
pointed for complete moni-
toring of black marketing in 
Gurugram. Essential items 
such as packed company 
items cannot be sold at rates 
higher than the MRP,” said 
Yash Garg, Gurugram Deputy 
Commissioner.

“The district administra-
tion will deal strictly with 
those involved in black mar-
keting. Buyers should also 
take care and alert about 
the rates charged above the 
MRP on the helpline number 
-- 9999097004 of the District 
Food and Supplies Controller 
department,” said Garg, add-
ing, “that to stop such kind 
of black marketing, the coop-
eration of the general public is 
needed.”

Mumbai, May 4 (IANS) 
Global cyber security leader 
Acronis on Tuesday said it 
has received more than $250 
million in funding from CVC 
Capital Partners VII and other 
investors at a valuation of 
more than $2.5 billion.

Founded in Singapore in 
2003 and incorporated in 
Switzerland in 2008, Acronis 
now has more than 1,600 em-
ployees in 33 locations in 18 
countries. The company said 
in a statement that the funds 
will be utilised to further ac-
celerate growth by expanding 
its unique portfolio of native-
ly integrated cyber protection 
products.

“With this additional fund-
ing, we will accelerate the 
development of our product 
portfolio and invest more 
in our partners’ success,” 
said Serguei “SB” Beloussov, 
founder and CEO of Acronis.

“Our goal is to develop 
market-leading technology 
and help our partners grow 
their profits, while providing 

the best protection for their 
clients.”

A significant portion of the 
investment will also be used 
to further enhance Acronis’ 
go-to-market initiatives by 
expanding its broad part-
ner network – most notably, 
managed service providers 
(MSPs).

“Acronis provides mission-
critical solutions to more 
than 10,000 MSPs and half a 
million small and medium 
businesses. CVC has a strong 
track record in cybersecurity 
and partnering up with suc-
cessful entrepreneurs,” said 
Leif Lindback, Senior Manag-
ing Director of CVC Capital 
Partners.

Acronis said it will continue 
to invest in staff resources, ex-
panding its global sales, part-
ner account management 
and partner success teams 
and hiring new technical tal-
ent for its research and devel-
opment centers in Bulgaria, 
Israel and Singapore, as well 
as Switzerland and the US.

Cybersecurity firm Acronis 
raises $250M at $2.5B valuation

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) 
Covid resurgence is expected 
to further disrupt the microfi-
nance industry, ratings agency 
ICRA said. According to ICRA, 
risk perception for the micro-
finance industry remains high 
as Covid-19 pandemic is still 
not under control.

“Though some states have 
classified the microfinance 
industry as an essential activ-
ity, the cash flows of borrow-
ers may be affected due to 
the restrictions or lockdowns, 
thereby affecting their repay-
ment ability. Moreover, the 
risk of infections spreading 
faster in other regions and 
increased restrictions/lock-
downs in more places persists, 
which would impact collec-
tions. “While ICRA has noted 

the relatively stronger bal-
ance sheets of most entities in 
terms of maintaining higher 
liquidity and lower leverage, 
the risk of further disruptions 
in the operations and impact 
on collections cannot be ruled 
out,” it said.

According to Sachin Sa-
chdeva, Vice President and 
Sector Head, Financial Sector 
Ratings, ICRA, lockdowns are 
creating disruptions in the 
economic activities and im-

pacting the field operations 
of micro finance institutions 
(MFIs). Consequently, the in-
dustry is witnessing a reduc-
tion in collections and the 
recovery seen in Q4FY21 is 
being challenged again.

ICRA estimates a sequential 
drop of 8-10 per cent in col-
lections in April 2021 and the 
same may dip further if the 
infections continue rising and 
more restrictions are imposed 
across locations.

The improvement in collec-
tion efficiency and pick-up in 
growth in assets under man-
agement (AUM) in H2FY21 
helped the industry witness a 
marginal improvement in the 
overdue portfolio to 16.7 per 
cent as on December 31, 2020, 
which had earlier increased to 
18.1 per cent as on September 
30, 2020 after the lifting of the 
moratorium.

“ICRA estimates asset qual-
ity pressures for the microfi-
nance industry to continue in 
the near term amid the rising 
Covid-19 infections and local-
ised restrictions/ lockdowns,” 
Sachdeva said. “Good on-
balance sheet liquidity and 
sizeable provisions created 
in FY2021 provide cushion 
for absorbing further shocks. 
Nevertheless, the severity of 
the impact would depend on 
the time taken for the pan-
demic to subside.”

Microfinance industry to witness 
disruptions from Covid surge: ICRA

Get 5% discount on health policy if vaccinated: Reliance General
Chennai, May 4 (IANS) Private 

non-life insurer Reliance Gen-
eral Insurance Company Ltd, in a 
prudent underwriting move, has 
decided to offer a five per cent 
discount on premium for those 
who have taken the Covid-19 vac-
cination.

According to Reliance General, 
customers who are renewing or 
buying afresh its Health Infinity 
insurance policy will be offered 
one time five per cent discount if 
they had taken the Covid-19 vac-
cination. The five per cent dis-
count will be in addition to other 

discounts that are applicable for a 
policyholder.

Customers who have vaccinat-
ed themselves even with the first 
dose are eligible to avail this ben-
efit. “We want to thank IRDAI (In-
surance Regulatory and Develop-
ment Authority of India) for their 
special approval to Covid Vaccine 

discount in our Health Infinity 
product amidst a time where ev-
eryone needs to come together 
and collectively combat the im-
pact of the virus,” CEO Rakesh 
Jain said.

“While we have always en-
couraged individuals to insure 
themselves against a medical 
emergency, this time we want 
to do more. By the means of this 
incentive, we want to encour-
age individuals to prioritise their 
health at this critical hour and 
get themselves vaccinated at the 
earliest,” he added.
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Aussie pacer Behrendorff donates 

undisclosed sum for Covid fight

New Delhi, May 4 
(IANS) Chennai Super 
Kings (CSK) pace bowl-
er Jason Behrendorff 
announced on Tuesday 
that he was making a 
donation to the UNI-
CEF Australia’s India 
Covid-19 Crisis Appeal 
to help the country in 
its fight against the rag-
ing pandemic.

In a message posted 
on his Twitter page, 
the 31-year-old wrote, 
“Like most cricketers, 
India has always been 
a special place to me, 
it’s a beautiful country, 
the people are always 
welcoming, and playing 
cricket in India is like no 
other experience in the 
world. It is never lost on 
me how privileged I am 

to be able to play cricket 
for a living and travel to 
such countries as India, 
no more so than in the 
past 16 months.

“It’s really horrific 
and distressing seeing 
what is happening at 
the moment here and 
knowing there isn’t 
much I can do. My 
thoughts are never far 
from those here in India 
who are being affected 
by the virus. I can’t even 
imagine what you are 
going through,” wrote 
the left-arm bowler.

“I wanted to do some-
thing to help and am 
making a donation to the 
UNICEF project for the 
India Covid-19 crisis. I 
encourage anyone who 
has also experienced the 

generous hospitality of 
India to do the same. I 
know it is only small. It 
could never match the 
love and friendship India 
has shown me and my 
family over the years but 
I hope it can make even 
the slightest difference,” 
Behrendorff added.

The New South Wales-
born player has not yet 
featured in any of the 
seven games CSK have 
played in this edition of 
the IPL, which was sus-
pended on Tuesday.

Earlier, Kolkata 
Knight Riders (KKR) fast 
bowler Pat Cummins 
too had announced 
he was donating US 
$50,000 to UNICEF Aus-
tralia’s India Covid-19 
Crisis Appeal.

PCB launches support policy for 
cricketers during pregnancy

Lahore, May 4 (IANS) The 
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
on Tuesday announced its “Pa-
rental Support Policy” wherein 
women cricketers will be allowed 
to opt for non-playing roles dur-
ing pregnancy and “be entitled to 
take 12 months of paid maternity 
leave” after childbirth.

The aim of the policy is to 
“motivate champion profes-
sional cricketers in their jour-
ney to parenthood” and facili-
tate their return to the game 
while “balancing their parental 
responsibilities with the de-
mands of their cricketing ca-
reer”.

The PCB said in a statement 
that apart from 12 months of 
paid maternity leave, the players 
will be guaranteed a contract ex-
tension for the following year.

“The PCB believes that a 
player’s right to pursue the 
game on a professional level 
should not be limited because 
of their pregnancy or responsi-
bilities as a new parent. Upon 

conclusion of the maternity 
leave, the player will be reinte-
grated into cricketing activities 
and provided adequate medi-
cal and physical support in 
respect of their post-childbirth 
rehabilitation,” the PCB said.

“If a woman player is re-
quired to travel for cricketing 
activities, the PCB will support 
the player by allowing her to 
travel with a support person 

of her choice to assist in car-
ing for her infant child, with 
the travel and accommodation 
costs to be shared equally,” the 
PCB said.

“Male cricketers, who are 
expectant or new fathers, will 
also be entitled to 30 days of 
paid leave,” the statement said.

PCB chief executive Wasim 
Khan said, “The PCB has a duty 
of care towards its cricketers. 

It is appropriate that we have 
a player-friendly parental sup-
port policy so that our profes-
sional cricketers can feel fully 
supported during an important 
stage in their lives, without 
worrying about their careers.

“Now that we have (a) mater-
nity leave policy, I am hopeful 
that it will attract more women 
and girls to take up the sport,” 
he added.

Mourinho to replace 
Fonseca as Roma coach

Delhi recorded more 
deaths than runs scored 

on IPL match days

Stranded Aussie players 
may stay in India or go 

third country

Berlin, May 4 (IANS) 
Jose Mourinho has been 
appointed Italian football 
club AS Roma coach on a 
three-year contract from 
next season onwards. He 
will succeed Paulo Fonse-
ca, the Serie A club said on 
Tuesday.

Mourinho, 58, has won 
25 major titles in his coach-
ing career, highlighted 
by the 2004 Champions 
League success with Porto 
and the 2010 treble with In-
ter Milan, the other Italian 

club he has coached. The 
Portuguese was replaced 
two weeks ago at Totten-
ham Hotspur and will be 
hoping to turn the fortunes 
of Roma from 2021-22 on-
wards.

“We are thrilled and de-
lighted to welcome Jose 
Mourinho into the AS 
Roma family,” Roma presi-
dent Dan Friedkin said in a 
statement.

“A great champion who 
has won trophies at every 
level, Jose will provide tre-

mendous leadership and 
experience to our ambi-
tious project. The appoint-
ment of Jose is a huge step 
in building a long-term and 
consistent winning culture 
throughout the club.”

Mourinho, who has also 
coached Real Madrid, 
Manchester United and 
Chelsea, said, “After meet-
ings with the ownership 
and (general manager) 
Tiago Pinto, I immediately 
understood the full extent 
of their ambitions for AS 
Roma. It is the same am-
bition and drive that has 
always motivated me and 
together we want to build 
a winning project over the 
upcoming year.”

Roma’s last Serie A title 
was in 2001 and the last 
Italian Cup title came in 
2008.

They have had modest 
results recently, losing 6-2 
in the Europa League semi-
final first leg at Manchester 
United last week.

Dubai, May 4 (IANS) 
The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) on Tuesday 
commended New Zealand 
on becoming the No. 1 
side in One-day Interna-
tional (ODI) rankings, call-
ing it a huge achievement 
for a country with just over 
51 lakh people.

The ICC tweeted, “No. 
1 Men’s ODI team: @
BLACKCAPS; No.1 Men’s 
Test batsman: Kane Wil-
liamson; No.1 Men’s ODI 
bowler: @trent_boult; 
No.1 Women’s T20I all-
rounder: @sophdevine77. 

Estimated population: 
5,112,300.”

The Black Caps had on 
Monday moved up two 
slots in MRF Tyres ICC 
Men’s ODI Team Rankings 
after gaining three rating 
points to reach an aggre-
gate of 121. They displaced 
England from the top.

Among the players ICC 
praised were experienced 
batsmen Kane Williamson 
and Ross Taylor and fast 
bowlers Trent Boult and 
Lockie Ferguson.

Williamson, who cur-
rently sits 12th on the ICC 

ODI batting rankings, was 
the country’s key perform-
er during the ICC World 
Cup in 2019, where he was 
pivotal in the Black Caps’ 
charge to the final and fin-
ished as the tournament’s 
fourth-highest run-scorer 
(578 at 82.57).

Taylor, who currently 
sits fourth on the ICC ODI 
batting rankings, is New 
Zealand’s highest run-
scorer in ODIs over the 
past three years, scoring a 
dozen 50-plus scores in 27 
innings.

Boult’s miserly economy 

combined with the fre-
quency with which he has 
taken wickets in this peri-
od (strike rate of 33.5) has 
lifted him to the top of the 
ODI bowling rankings. He 
has been in the top-three 
since February 2019.

Despite a lengthy stint 
on the sidelines, young 
fast bowler Ferguson is 
New Zealand’s top ODI 
wicket-taker over the past 
three years and was the 
stand-out performer at the 
last World Cup, emerging 
the second-highest wick-
et-taker with 21 wickets.

Lausanne, May 4 (IANS) Teams com-
peting in UEFA Euro 2020 can increase 
the number of players in their squads 
from the current 23 to 26 due to the pre-
vailing Covid-19 situation.

In order to guarantee the “smooth 
running and continuity of the competi-
tion in light of the pandemic”, the UEFA 
Executive Committee on Tuesday ap-
proved the special rules to “mitigate the 
risks of teams facing a shortage of avail-
able players for certain matches due to 
possible positive Covid-19 test results 
and subsequent quarantine measures”.

The Euro 2020 will be played from 
June 11 till July 11, with 11 host cities 
hosting 51 fixtures.

However, UEFA clarified that only 23 

players, including three goalkeepers, 
will be permitted on the match sheet for 
each individual match.

The new regulations will now also al-
low goalkeepers to be replaced before 
each match during the tournament “in 
case of physical incapacity even if one or 
two goalkeepers from the player list are 
still available,” UEFA said. The new reg-
ulations will now also allow goalkeepers 
to be replaced before each match during 
the tournament “in case of physical in-
capacity even if one or two goalkeepers 
from the player list are still available,” 
UEFA said.

A player who has been replaced on the 
player list will not be readmitted to the 
list, UEFA clarified.

Sydney, May 4 (IANS) 
Australian players strand-
ed at the postponed Indian 
Premier League (IPL) will 
either stay back in India 
or move to a third country 
as Cricket Australia (CA) 
and Australian Cricket-
ers’ Association (ACA) on 
Tuesday made it clear that 
they would not seek ex-
emptions to their national 
government’s norms.

The Australian govern-
ment has suspended all 
flights from India till May 
15, leaving around 9,000 
Aussies, including cricket-
ers and former cricketers in 
IPL, stranded in the coun-
try that is reeling under the 
pandemic with fresh Co-
vid-19 cases between 3.5-4 
lakh being reported daily.

“CA and the ACA respect 
the decision of the Austra-
lian Government to pause 
travel from India until at 
least May 15 and will not 
seek exemptions,” said 
their joint statement on 
Tuesday.

While three of the Aus-
sie players in IPL – Adam 
Zampa, Kane Richardson 
(Royal Challengers Banga-
lore) and Andrew Tye (Ra-
jasthan Royals) – left for 
Australia before the gov-
ernment imposed flight 
ban, the remaining crick-
eters stayed back.

Umpire Paul Reiffel decid-
ed to return but could not as 
his flight via Qatar too were 
cancelled. Commentator 
Michael Slater had to escape 
to Maldives and lashed out 
at the government that was 
not allowing entry to its citi-
zens from India.

The statement added 
that the two Aussie bodies 
back Indian cricket board’s 
decision to postpone IPL 
with the CA being in direct 
contact with the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) to ensure safe pas-
sage to players.

“CA and the ACA under-
stand the decision of the 
BCCI to indefinitely post-
pone the 2021 Indian Pre-
mier League for the safety 
and wellbeing of all partici-
pants,” the statement said.

“CA is in direct contact 
with the BCCI as they work 
through plans to ensure 
the safe accommodation 
and repatriation of Aus-
tralian players, coaches, 
match officials and com-
mentators back home to 
Australia.”

On Tuesday, Australian 
Prime Minister Scott Mor-
rison backtracked on the 
possibility of jailing those 
arriving to Australian 
shores from India follow-
ing heavy criticism back 
home.

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS) Delhi, an 
Indian Premier League (IPL) venue, 
was reeling from the beginning of the 
second wave of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, but the Indian cricket board turned 
a blind eye to the hundreds of people 
who were dying daily in the national 
capital. On the four IPL match days in 
Delhi, on three days more people died 
of Covid-10 than the number of runs 
scored by the competing teams.

On April 28, a total of 344 runs were 
score in the IPL match in Delhi and 
368 people died of Covid in the city. 
On April 29, 343 runs were scored and 
395 people died. And on May 2, 407 
people died of the viruss while 385 
runs were scored.

On the four days on which IPL 
matches were played in Delhi, 1,582 
people died of Covid and 96,202 fresh 
cases were reported.

The BCCI, however, continued to 
prefer commerce over the humanity 
tragedy that is still unfolding before 
everyone.

The heartless BCCI took a very 
lame excuse that the IPL provided a 
few hours of relief or entertainment 
to people in Covid times. People 
countered this with: “When people in 
immediate or extended families are 
dying, and thousands are crying for 
oxygen to survive and hospital beds 
for treatment, who will look for en-

tertainment?” Some people saw it as 
mocking the humongous tragedy.

Finally, when the Covid virus pen-
etrated the IPL bio-bubble and four 
of the teams’ players and support staff 
returned positive test results the BCCI 
was forced to postpone the league 
-- and not because of the nationwide 
human tragedy.

IPL match days in Delhi (Covid 
deaths and IPL runs scored):

April 28 (24 more deaths than runs 
scored):

Chennai Super Kings (173/3) vs 
SunRisers Hyderabad (171/3) = 344

Deaths 368; Fresh cases: 26,354 = 
26,722

April 29 (52 more deaths than the 
runs scored):

Mumbai Indians (172/3) vs Rajast-
han Royals (171/4) = 343

Deaths: 395; Fresh cases: 24,235 = 
24,630

May 1 (25 more runs than the 
deaths):

Mumbai Indians (219/6) vs Chen-
nai Super Kings (218/4) = 437 runs

Deaths: 412; Fresh cases: 25,219 = 
Total: 25,631

May 2 (22 more deaths than the 
runs scored):

Rajasthan Royals (220/3) vs SunRis-
ers Hyderabad (165/8) = 385 runs

Deaths: 407; Fresh cases: 20,394 = 
20,801

Euro 2020: Teams allowed addition 
of 3 more players to squads

ICC praises NZ players after 
team’s jump in ODI rankings
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MADHURI DIXIT:
 HOLD YOUR 
LOVED ONES 

CLOSER THAN 
EVER

MAHESH BABU TEAMS UP
 WITH TRIVIKRAM AFTER 11 YEARS

Madhuri Dixit Nene 
reiterated the need 
to hold on to loved 

ones in the time of crisis, in 
a new post she shared on 
Tuesday evening."Hold your 
loved ones closer than ever," 
she wrote alongside an image 

that sees her strike a smiling 
pose with husband Sriram 
Nene.In the image, which 
seems to be clicked abroad, 
Madhuri sports sporting a 
denim dungaree with a black 
full-sleeved top. She lets her 
hair open and completes the 

casual look with spectacles 
and sneakers. Hubby Nene 
wears a dark blue pullover, 
with white shirt and shorts, 
with socks and sneakers.
Madhuri tagged the post 
with #MayThe4thBeWithYou.
Among the earliest to post a 

reaction was Arjun Bijlani, 
who described the couple 
as "cute".Madhuri will next 
be seen in the web series 
"Finding Anamika". She plays 
a superstar who goes missing. 
Manav Kaul and Mohit Raina 
also star in the show.

SANJAY DUTT ON NARGIS' DEATH 
ANNIVERSARY: NOT A DAY GOES BY WHEN I 

DON'T MISS YOU MA!

ELNAAZ 
NOROUZI : 

SOCIAL MEDIA
 HAS KEPT LIFE 
MOVING AMID 

COVID

Bollywood icon 
Nargis Dutt 
passed away 

on May 3 in 1981 

and her son, veteran 
actor Sanjay Dutt, 
posted an Instagram 
message on Monday 

in her memory."Not 
a day goes by when I 
don't miss you Ma!" 
wrote Sanjay, who is 

61 now, along with 
a throwback black 
and white picture he 
posted on the social 
media site.

In the mid-shot 
image, Nargis 
holds a young 
Sanjay in her arms. 
The nostalgic 
photograph has 
garnered over 
369720 likes since it 
was posted earlier 
in the day.Nargis 
was diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer 
in 1980 and passed 
away a year later.

IANS

DEEPIKA PADUKONE TESTS COVID POSITIVE

Deepika Padukone has 
reportedly tested Covid 
positive.While an offi cial 

confi rmation on behalf of the 
actress is awaited, the website of 
IIFA tweeted the health update on 
Tuesday. "#DeepikaPadukone has 
tested positive for Covid-19. Get 
well soon, Deepika!" said a tweet 
on @IIFA.Confi rming the news, 
entertainment industry tracker 

Ramesh Bala tweeted: "Actress @
deepikapadukone tests positive 
for #Covid. Wishing her a speedy 
recovery."

Deepika is currently in 
Bangalore with her family. Earlier 
on Tuesday, her father, badminton 
icon Prakash Padukone had to 
be admitted to hospital due to 
high fever.The actress' mother 
Ujjala Padukone and younger 

sister Anisha have also tested also 
positive for Covid.

Deepika has several high-
profi le fi lms lined up over the 
next months. She will be seen 
opposite husband Ranveer Singh 
in "83", which accounts the saga 
of India' fi rst cricket World Cup 
win in 1983. While Ranveer plays 
the team's captain Kapil Dev, 
Deepika essays Kapil's wife Romi.

She also stars in a yet-to-be-titled 
fi lm with Amitabh Bachchan and 
Prabhas, and in Shakun Batra's 
untitled next with Ananya Panday 
and Siddhant Chaturvedi.Deepika 
will also team up with Big B in 
"The Intern", while "Fighter" 
casts her opposite Hrithik Roshan. 
According to reports, she will also 
be seen in the Shah Rukh Khan-
starrer "Pathan".

Nearly 11 years after the 
fantasy action comedy 
Khaleja, Mahesh Babu 

has, once again, teamed up 
with Telugu industry’s one 
of the ace directors Trivikram 
Srinivas.Mahesh is currently 
occupied with his movie 
Sarkaru Vaari Paata, which 
is being directed by director 
Parasuram. Even before the 
completion of this movie, 
Mahesh has given his nod 
for a new movie with director 
Trivikram.Film production 
company Haarika & 
Hassine Creations delayed 
the announcement. The 
blockbuster fi lm Athadu in 

the combination of superstar 
Mahesh Babu and director 
Trivikram, who is known 
as ‘wizard of words’ in the 
fi lm circles, fi rst came out 
in 2005. The action thriller 
starring Mahesh, Trisha, 
Sonu Sood, Sayaji Shinde, 
Kota Srinivasa Rao, Prakash 
Raj and Brahmanandam was 
a massive box offi ce hit.

The announcement of 
their latest collaboration 
was trending with #SSMB28 
on Twitter before and soon 
after the announcement. 
Producer Naga Vamsi of 
Sithara Entertainments 
posted on his handle about 

the announcement; however, 
it was delayed. Later, the 
announcement came from 
Haarika & Hassine Creations.

The movie, to be produced 
by Suryadevara Radhakrishna 
(ChinaBabu) under the 
Haarika & Hassine Creations 
banner, will be launched 
with a puja ceremony on May 
31 marking the occasion of 
Superstar Krishna’s birthday. 

It is likely to be released in 
summer 2022. The movie is 
being presented by Mamatha.

There is another news 
doing the rounds that Puri 
Jagannadh is likely to narrate 
a story to Mahesh Babu.

E lnaaz Norouzi says social 
media has emerged as a great 
platform for people to help 

each other during these tough 
times."As the world hit the pause 
button owing to Coronavirus, 
social media has kept life moving 
forward. In such trying times, 
the power of new media made 
it possible for everyone to come 
together and fight the deadly virus.

From crowdfunding to making 
people aware of Covid to sharing 
the resource details, all these 
platforms have been contributing 
to a very large extent to bring lives 
back on track again," she told 
IANS.The actress adds that she, 
too, is trying her best to reach 
out and help as many people as 
possible."At such a critical time, 
every post, every request, and 
every query is crucial. To pitch in 
my contribution in helping the 
nation get back on its feet, I am 

trying to amplify Covid 
related information 
through my social media 
handle. Only together we 

can fight this virus," she 
says.Elnaaz, who shot to 
fame with a role in the web 
series "Sacred Games", 

was recently seen in the 
OTT-released film "Hello 
Charlie".

IANS

ALY GONI: 'MOST OF MY FAMILY 
MEMBERS ARE POSITIVE 

FROM LAST 9 DAYS'

Actor and "Bigg Boss 
14" star Aly Goni 
shared that most of 

his family members have 

tested positive for Covid-
19."I can understand 
what people are feeling 
jinke ghar wale are 

positive (I understand 
how it feels like if your 
family members have 
tested positive). Most of 
my family members are 
positive from last nine 
days. My mom, my sister, 
her kids are fi ghters -- 
the way they are fi ghting 
with this virus, especially 
my baby munchkins... 
Allah reham take care," 
Aly said.On April 30, Aly 
tested negative for Covd-
19. He tweeted the news 
on Friday evening, and 
urged everyone to get 
themselves tested if they 
have symptoms.

IANS

Rajniesh Duggall 
is all set to star 
in the upcoming 

psychological thrillers 
web series "Flawed". He 
plays an alcoholic for the 
first time in the show.

The series also stars 
Pooja Bisht, Sumit 
Manak, Ashok Pathak and 
Sammratt Kapoor. It is 
directed by Dheeraj Singh 
Padiyar.

"I love psychological 
thrillers. It's one of my 
favourite genres. The 
script of 'Flawed' is 
brilliant and Dheerajs and 
(writer) Monty's passion 
towards it was evident 
right from the word 
'go'. I'd never played an 
alcoholic before. Plus, 
the slight under-layered 
situational comedy 
amongst friends was very 
quirky," Rajniesh said.He 

added: "We had a great 
time shooting in Kota, 
even though we were 
shooting till 7pm due 
to the night curfews. At 
the moment all I can say 
to my fans and readers 
is stay safe and follow 
all protocols."Pooja 
said: "We are all under 
lockdown and these are 
difficult times. We have 
to follow protocols.I am 

so looking forward to the 
release of 'Flawed' and 
it would be a blessing if 
we can entertain people 
during these tough times. 
I hope and pray for 
everyone. We should all 
get through this safely, get 
vaccinated and support 
each other.

"The series is in post-
production stage and 
should be ready once 
lockdown opens."I really 
hope that this pandemic 
comes to an end and 
people get back to leading 
a normal life.Please be 
safe and maintain social 
distancing to end this 
chain," added Padiyar.
The series is produced 
by Abhishek Pareek and 
Sumit Manak. Work 
has already started on 
"Flawed 2".

IANS

RAJNIESH DUGGALL :
 I LOVE PSYCHOLOGICAL THRILLERS

SHLOKKA PANDIT: WE'RE LITERALLY AT 
WAR WITH COVID-19 VIRUS

Shlokka Pandit has urged 
everyone to follow 
Covid-19 protocols, 

noting we are literally at war 
with the deadly virus.

"These are dire times. 
We haven't seen days like 
this and we are literally at 
war with the virus. A war 
that we can't afford to lose. 
Everyone I know has lost a 
near and dear one," Shlokka 
said.

"The least that we could 
do is follow all the protocols 
that are set -- be it social 

distancing, using masks, 
sanitising and isolating.

"If we see symptoms or test 
positive, we have to follow 
everything religiously.

"People are losing lives 
in hours, so we have no 
reaction time.

"I pray and wish everyone 
gets through this safely," 
says Shlokka, who was 
recently seen in the film 
"Hello Charlie", co-starring 
Jackie Shroff, Elnaaz 
Norouzi and Aadar Jain.

IANS


