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Iran’s Ayatollah Ali Khamenei calls 
Israel a ‘fake’ nation, ‘dirty chapter’

Tibetans to observe 
women’s day on 

March 12 every year

Lucknow, Feb 21 (IANS) In a fresh trouble for 
the ruling Samajwadi Party (SP), the Lucknow 
bench of the Allahabad High Court has sought re-
sponse from the state government on a public suit 
that alleges a Rs 100-crore scam in the Samajwadi 
Ambulance Service, a dream project of Chief Min-
ister Akhilesh Yadav.

While hearing a petition filed by Amit Mishra 
on Monday, the court was told of large-scale ir-
regularities and it was claimed that the 102 ambu-
lance service was in fact running only on paper.

Litigant’s counsel Chandan Srivastava and Ravi 
Singh Sisodia also presented before the court doc-
uments, including letters from Health and Family 
Welfare Minister Ravidas Mehrotra, in support of 
their contention. While the state counsel opposed 
the demand for a CBI probe into the matter, a 
bench of Justice S.N. Shukla and S.N. Singh asked 
the government if it had conducted a probe into 
the alleged irregularities and if not, why so. 

Lucknow, Feb 21 (IANS) Campaigning in elec-
tions for 53 assembly seats from 12 districts of UP, 
which will go balloting in the fourth phase on Feb-
ruary 23, ended on Tuesday evening. Districts in 
Bundelkhand region -- Jalaun, Jhansi, Lalitpur, Ma-
hoba, Banda, Hamirpur, Chitrakoot and Fatehpur 
-- are among those that will see polling on Thursday. 

Voting will also be held in Pratapgarh, Allahabad 
and Rae Bareli, the parliamentary constituency 
represented by Congress President Sonia Gandhi. 
As many as 680 candidates are in the fray in the 
fourth phase of the assembly elections, including 
the maximum number of 26 from the Allahabad 
North constituency. In the 2012 assembly polls, 
the ruling Samajwadi Party (SP) won 24 seats of 
these 53 seats at stake on Thursday, the Bahujan 
Samaj Party (BSP) 15, the Congress six, the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) five and Peace Party three.

HC seeks response from UP on 
alleged Rs 100-crore scam

Campaigning for UP’s fourth 
phase polling on Feb 23 ends
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Wozniacki gets back to 
work with Dubai win
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People Are Expecting A Lot From Rangoon: 
Kareena Kapoor Khan

Rahul, Akhilesh, Amit Shah 
hold road shows

Reliance Jio crosses 100 mn customer 
mark: Mukesh Ambani

Manipur Deputy CM escapes militant attack 

Millions vote in Maharashtra 
in crucial civic polls 

CBI arrests former ED official for corruption

Allahabad, Feb 21 (IANS) Hun-
dreds and thousands on Tuesday 
joined the roadshow of Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi and Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Akhilesh 
Yadav here on Tuesday. BJP Presi-
dent Amit Shah also staged a show 
of strength in the same city.

Gandhi and Akhilesh Yadav start-
ed their roadshow from the Bolsan 
roundabout where they garlanded 
a Mahatma Gandhi statue before 
proceeding ahead with slogan-
shouting crowds.

Clad in white kurta and blue 
jeans, the Gandhi scion waved at 
the crowds lined up on both sides 
of the roads.

Akhilesh Yadav, in his charac-
teristic white kurta-payjama and 
a black jacket and sporting the 
party’s red cap, kept disciplining 
the youths, asking them off and on 

to move aside and allow their bus 
to move ahead. Hundreds of Con-
gress and Samajwadi Party activists 
walked in front of the cavalcade, 
raising slogans hailing Akhilesh 
Yadav and Gandhi.  The specially 
improvised bus made its way from 
Anand Bhawan to Civil Lines and 
from there to Golf Park.

Bharatiya Janata Party President 
Amit Shah, escorted by state BJP 
chief Keshav Prasad Maurya, also 
took out a roadshow in the city al-
most at the same time but took a 
different route.

Shah began after garlanding the 
statue of Chandra Shekhar Azad. 
His cavalcade moved from near 
the Allapur police station to Ghan-
taghar.

BJP supporters showered rose 
petals from atop their houses all 
through the route. 

Imphal, Feb 21 (IANS) Ma-
nipur Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Gaikhangam on Tuesday 
escaped an attack on his life 
by a tribal militant outfit in 
Tamenglong district.

The ambush was reported 
at 10.30 a.m. at Namkalong in 
Tamenglong district when Gai-
khangam was going there to ad-
dress an election meeting. The 
police commandos were going as 

advance party to clear the moun-
tain road of militants. Police said 
a militant group opened fire at the 
Minister’s cavalcade at two places.

In the firing one police com-
mando identified as Y. Dinesh 
of Thangmeiband in Imphal, the 
state capital, was hit in the right 
thigh. Police said after the at-
tacks the cavalcade of Gaikhan-
gam, also the state Home Min-
ister, was stranded for several 

minutes. However, the Minister 
and his entourage proceeded 
towards the meeting venue once 
reinforcements arrived there. 
With elaborate security arrange-
ments, Gaikhangam addressed 
an election meeting at Khoupum 
within his constituency. Police 
said that some cadres of a mili-
tant group had warned the vil-
lagers on Monday night against 
attending the election meeting. 

Mumbai, Feb 21 (IANS) Reli-
ance Industries (RIL) Chairman 
and Managing Director Mukesh 
Ambani on Tuesday said Reli-

ance Jio has crossed the 100 
million customer mark since its 
launch on September 5.

“Jio was launched on Septem-
ber 5 last year. In only 170 days 
we have crossed the 100 million 
customer mark. This achieve-
ment is of India and Indians,” 
Ambani told the media. He said 
that on an average Jio added 
seven customers on its network 
every second. “This is an un-
precedented level of acceptance 
of any technology company 

anywhere in the world.” Ambani 
said that prior to the launch of 
Reliance Jio, India was ranked 
150th in terms of data penetra-
tion. It was now at number one.

“Last month Jio users have 
consumed 100 crore gigabytes of 
data. India is number one today 
in terms of mobile data usage.” 
Ambani said by the end of 2017, 
99 per cent of the country’s popu-
lation will be covered by the net-
work with its presence in nearly 
all cities, towns and villages. 

Mumbai, Feb 21 (IANS) Millions 
voted on Tuesday in Maharashtra to 
elect 10 major civic bodies, including 
the BrihanMumbai Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC), India’s largest and 
richest civic body.

The election, which will also pick 
11 Zilla Parishads and 118 Panchayat 
Samitis, is widely seen as a referen-
dum on Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis.

By close of balloting, an estimated 
50 per cent of Mumbai’s 9.2 million 
(92 lakh) electorate had voted. Early 
voters included political leaders as 
well as Bollywood actors.

The country’s commercial capital 
and the richest civic body has gener-
ally recorded a dismal voter turnout.

But the encouraging turnout 
prompted Fadnavis to tweet: “Thank 
you Mumbai for the record voting 
percentage and ... for participating in 
festival of democracy!”

Controlled by the Shiv Sena and 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) for four 
terms, the BMC has a budget of Rs 

37,052 crore for the current year 
(2016-17) catering to a population of 
around 18.30 million. In comparison, 
neighbouring Goa’s budget last year 
was around Rs 14,700 crore. Voting 
was also conducted in other nine civ-
ic bodies (besides Mumbai) -- Thane, 
Ulhasnagar, Nashik, Pune, Pimpri-
Chinchwad, Solapur, Amravati, Akola 
and Nagpur. This is the first time the 
fate of a state government could rest 
on the outcome of a municipal elec-
tion, given the bitterness between the 
BJP and Shiv Sena in the run up to the 
polls.

An aggressive Shiv Sena President 
Uddhav Thackeray has put the BJP 
government “on notice period” and 
said he would decide whether to con-
tinue the state-level alliance after the 
results on Thursday.

Since Nationalist Congress Party 
President Sharad Pawar has ruled out 
support in such an eventuality and 
predicted mid-term assembly polls, 
the Fadnavis government will be re-
duced to a minority.

New Delhi, Feb 21 (IANS) 
The CBI on Tuesday arrest-
ed former Enforcement Di-
rectorate official J.P. Singh 
and three others accused of 
taking bribes while probing 
a hawala case and IPL bet-
ting racket in 2015-16.

Besides Singh, a former 
Joint Director, the three 
arrested included Enforce-
ment Directorate official 
Sanjay Kumar and two 
middlemen, Vimal Agarwal 
and Chandresh Patel.

They were arrested in 
a corruption case probed 
by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) since 
September 2015. It was 

registered on a directive of 
the Finance Ministry. The 
CBI said Singh and other 
ED officials, while investi-
gating a Surat hawala case 
and Indian Premier League 
(IPL) betting racket, alleg-
edly took huge bribes from 
the accused. “A huge bribe 
amount was allegedly tak-
en by these officers as quid 
pro quo for various acts 
of omission and commis-
sion,” CBI spokesperson 
R.K. Gaur said.

He said the arrested 
persons were now in CBI 
custody in Delhi and 
were booked under the 
Prevention of Corrup-

tion Act and for criminal 
conspiracy. The case was 
registered against Singh, an 
Indian Revenue Service of-
ficer, when he was posted in 
Ahmedabad as a Joint Direc-
tor in the ED while Sanjay 
Kumar was his subordinate 
then. Earlier, the CBI arrest-
ed three bookies in the case 
as they were allegedly work-
ing as conduits for Singh. 

The agency earlier pro-
duced some documents in 
the special court in Ahmed-
abad citing an Intelligence 
Bureau report that alleged 
that “Singh took money 
for not arresting certain 
accused”. Based on the 

IB report, the CBI named 
Mumbai-based bookies Vi-
mal Agarwal and Sonu Jalan 
as conduits for Singh who 
collecting huge amounts 
of money from bookies 
and punters. CBI sources 
said Jalan and Agarwal vis-
ited Delhi several times in 
2015 and, with the help of 
another bookie J.K. Arora, 
contacted various bookies 
whose names figured in the 
IPL betting racket. 

Jalan and Arora were 
arrested by the CBI last 
year but the court gave 
them bail when the 
agency failed to file a 
chargesheet on time.

New Delhi, Feb 21 (IANS) 
Welcoming a 26-member bi-
partisan delegation from the US 
Congress, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Tuesday urged 
the United States to develop a 
balanced outlook towards the 
movement of skilled profession-
als, said an official here.

Underlining the contribu-
tion of the Indian talent to the 
US economy and society, the 
Prime Minister asked the Unit-
ed States to develop a reflec-
tive, balanced and farsighted 
perspective on movement of 
skilled professionals, a state-
ment from the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office said. “The Prime 
Minister shared his perspective 
on areas where both countries 
can work even more closely, 
including in facilitating greater 
people-to-people linkages that 
have over the years helped in 

contributing to each other’s 
prosperity,” it said. India, in 
January, had expressed its con-
cern over a bill to change rules 
on H-1B visas that will impact 
the IT industry and Indian te-
chies working in America. The 
High-Skilled Integrity and Fair-
ness Act of 2017, introduced in 
the House of Representatives 
by California Congressman Zoe 
Lofgren, calls for doubling the 
minimum salary of H-1B visa 

holders to $130,000 from the 
current minimum of $60,000 
-- a move that could impact 
Indian techies. Calling the visit 
as a good start to bilateral ex-
changes following a new US 
administration, Modi recalled 
his “positive conversation with 
President Donald Trump and 
the shared commitment to fur-
ther strengthening of ties that 
have grown deeper in the last 
two-and-a-half years”.

Modi to US: Develop a 
farsighted perspective on 

movement of professionals

The Vice President, Shri M. Hamid Ansari being bid farewell by 
the President of Senate of Rwanda, Mr. Mukuza Bernard, at Kigali 
International Airport, in Kigali, Rwanda on February 21, 2017. PIB

The US Congressional Delegation calls on the PM, Shri 
Narendra Modi, in New Delhi on February 21, 2017.
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The CEO, NITI Aayog, Shri Amitabh Kant briefing the media on Digital 
Payment Promotion, in New Delhi.

NEW DELHI Feb 21 : Days after 
a nursing officer of AIIMS died fol-
lowing complications during child 
birth, the medical institute is likely 
to act against the doctors overseeing 
her delivery.Rajbir Kaur, 28, also lost 
her child allegedly due to medical 
negligence. Sources said a high-level 
committee constituted to look into 
allegations of medical negligence 
by Kaur’s family submitted a pre-
liminary report on February 17. “It 
has found certain procedural failure 
in the child delivery process,” said 
a source. V Srinivas, deputy direc-
tor (administration) of AIIMS, con-
firmed that a preliminary inquiry re-
port had been submitted but refused 
to divulge its details. “The AIIMS di-
rector has held two rounds of meet-
ing on Monday to decide action to 
be taken on the basis of the report. A 

formal announcement will be made 
on Tuesday,” Srinivas said.

TOI spoke to Manish Behl, Kaur’s 
husband, who claimed AIIMS of-
ficials had called him to discuss 
compensation. “They promised to 
give me Rs 10 lakh. But I don’t want 
that money. I want justice for my 
stillborn child and wife who died 
in a low-risk pregnancy,” he said. 
Behl, who has been alleging that 
he hasn’t been given either the in-
quiry committee’s report or a copy 
of the postmortem report, has been 
called by AIIMS administration 
for a meeting with top officials on 
Tuesday. He has alleged that Kaur 
was undergoing regular check-ups 
as advised by her gynaecologist 
during her pregnancy period and 
finally admitted for a normal deliv-
ery on January 16.

NEW DELHI Feb 21 : The 
Delhi government, in a 
first-of-its-kind drive, has 
cleared 72,000 cases of re-
fund to dealers registered 
with the value-added tax 
(VAT) department in a span 
of around six months. These 
cases involve clearance of 
dues amounting to Rs 850 
crore, which also includes 
the interest amount accrued 
over the years due to delays 
in refund.In many cases, the 
delay in redressing the re-
fund cases is up to 17 years. 
This clean-up is part of the 
process to prune and pre-
pare the system for the tran-
sition to the GST regime. 
Another 68,000-odd cases 
are still to be dealt with 

and the VAT department is 
trying to expedite the pro-
cess before switching to the 
GST regime.VAT commis-
sioner H Rajesh Prasad told 
TOI, “There were a total of 
1.4 lakh cases, which were 
pending for refund with 
the VAT department with 
the pendency dating back 
to 2005.The refund pro-
cess has to be completed 
by March, according to the 
deadline set for shifting to 
the GST regime.The depart-
ment says it is trying hard to 
deal with the high backlog 
and deliver on time.” Prasad 
explained that VAT officers 
across the city were asked 
to take out all the pending 
cases and prepare.

New Delhi feb 21 : Exhibitors 
from 60 countries are showcasing 
their destinations at OTM 2017, 
India’s largest travel trade show 
from 21st to 23rd February, at the 
Bombay Convention & Exhibi-
tion Centre, Mumbai. This is  the 
largest number of countries par-
ticipating in any trade show in the 
country, forming a record of its 
own.  OTM 2017 has participation 
of 1134 travel organizations from 
60 Countries. These include Na-
tional and State Tourism organiza-
tions, Hotels, Airlines, Destination 
Marketing Companies and other 
suppliers serving leisure as well as 
business travel and MICE (Meet-
ings, Incentives, Conventions 
and Events) markets. 7392 travel 
trade visitors have pre-registered 

to attend the show. In addition, 
more than 500 buyers from travel, 
trade and corporate sectors have 
qualified for special hosting privi-
leges. In addition to buyers from 
across India, international buyers 
from countries like Kuwait, New 
Zealand, Philippines, Russia and 
Thailand are also being flown in.  A 
brand-new addition in OTM 2017 
is the co-located BLTM- Business 

& Luxury Travel Mart. It is focused 
on the Business, Luxury and MICE 
segments, where qualified hosted 
buyers will meet the sellers by ap-
pointments.  Participation from 
India is equally aggressive as their 
international counterparts. Tour-
ism departments along with pri-
vate operators from Andaman & 
Nicobar, Andhra Pradesh, Assam,  
Puducherry, Rajasthan, Tamil 

Nadu, Telangana are participating 
in the show in a big way. The Min-
istry of Tourism, Government of 
India has a strong presence at the 
show.  Sanjiv Agarwal, Chairman 
& CEO, Fairfest Media Ltd (Orga-
nizer of OTM), said, “With over 
1000 exhibitors from 60 countries 
and from 25 states all over India, 
OTM 2017 is India’s biggest ever 
travel trade show.. 

NEW DELHI Feb 21 : The capital 
will soon get India’s first dedicated 
“heliport” for flying in and out of 
Delhi to nearby areas in choppers. 
Aviation secretary R N Choubey said 
the Rs 100-crore project will be inau-
gurated on February 28 and will be an 
integrated one with a chopper main-
tenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) 
unit part of the complex at Rohini. 
Owned by Pawan Hans Helicopters 
Ltd (PHHL), the hugely-delayed heli-
port will have a large number of park-
ing bays and an AC passenger termi-
nal building with car parking area for 
the flyers. Choubey said that the he-
liport will bring choppers within the 
reach of common man. “Being a busy 
airport, IGI airport does not have 
much space for helicopter move-
ment. The Rohini one will be a dedi-
cated heliport and will make chopper 
movement much easier,” he added.

Only top VVIPs and industrialists 
manage to get permission for fly-

ing in or out of IGI in choppers. The 
country’s top dignitaries, includ-
ing the president, prime minister, 
home minister and chief ministers 
of a few states, use choppers from 
Safdarjung airport. “To promote re-
gional air connectivity, Pawan Hans 
has also prepared a roadmap to con-
nect all the major destinations from 
this heliport such as Delhi to Shim-
la, Haridwar, Dehradun, Mathura, 
Agra, Meerut and industrial hubs 
such as Manesar, Bahadurgarh etc,” 
PHHL had said in February last year. 
Pawan Hans had successfully car-
ried out the first trial test landing 
an Eccuriall B3 chopper exactly a 
year ago to assess standard operat-
ing procedures and safety standards. 
Since then it has carried out many 
more tests. This heliport has a termi-
nal building having capacity of 150 
passengers, four hangers with park-
ing capacities of 16 helicopters and 9 
parking bays.

NEW DELHI Feb 21 : Almost six 
months after a major human traffick-
ing racket was busted at GB Road, the 
Crime Branch has submitted a 4,000-
page chargesheet against the kingpin 
couple, Saira Begum (45) and Aafaq 
Hussain (50), along with nine others.

This is first time when Maharash-
tra Control of Organised Crime Act 
(MCOCA) has been invoked against 
human traffickers. The couple had 
an unchecked run since 1999 raking 
in around Rs 300 crore till the Crime 
Branch arrested them in August last 
year. The chargesheet details 18 prop-
erties of the accused 18 properties 
of the accused persons worth Rs 246 
crore. “More arrests are likely to fol-
low as we are trying to identify oth-
ers involved in the crime. We are also 
trying to trace more properties of 
the accused couple. Supplementary 
chargesheets will be filed soon,” said 

joint commissioner (crime) Ravin-
dra Yadav. The syndicate run by the 
couple is suspected to have trafficked 
more than 5,000 girls from Nepal and 
remote areas of West Bengal, Odisha, 
Karnataka, Assam, Andhra and other 
states, cops said in the chargesheet.

They used to buy girls for Rs 50,000 
and sell them for up to Rs 2 lakh. The 
younger girls commanded a higher 
price. Once brought to the kothas of 
GB Road, the girls were often con-
fined to almirahs and tunnels and 
forced to entertain clients in small 
cubicles, police said. The others 
charged include Hussain’s driver Ra-
mesh and “chief manager” Vasu.The 
five others arrested are Billi, Sam-
shad, Shilpi, Mumtaz and Puja Tha-
pa, who were the nayikas (handlers). 
“Saira Begum controlled the racket 
which was extremely organised and 
managed by the nayikas, paid man-

agers, their assistants and traffickers. 
The unchecked inter-state move-
ment of girls is not possible without 
an active organised crime syndicate 
behind it,” the chargesheet said.

Sources said the couple started op-
erations from one kotha at GB Road 
and later built four others, besides 
other benami properties and shops. 
Begum has been arrested in seven 
cases since 1990 and Hussain in three. 
The woman was convicted for seven 
years in a 2001case, but returned to 
the trade soon after. In the last 10 
years, two chargesheets have been 
filed against the couple. In March 
2016, the couple was charged in two 
FIRs registered under IPC sections of 
rape, trafficking, abduction and crimi-
nal conspiracy, among others.

Data from NGOs reveals that every 
year 60,000 Nepalese girls are brought 
into India for prostitution.

NEW DELHI Feb 21 : The mu-
nicipal poll atmosphere got even 
more charged on Monday with 
Janta Dal (United) announcing 
its decision to field its candidates 
in all 272 wards. JD(U), which 
will be contesting on all seats for 
the first time, will sell “Brand Ni-
tish” among the migrants from 
Bihar and eastern Uttar Pradesh 
who form a critical votebank in 
the capital.

Political observers have 
termed this a significant devel-
opment. Bihar CM Nitish Ku-
mar, all ministers and 71 MLAs 
of JD(U) will be camping in Delhi 
during the polls in April. Nitish is 
expected to address his first rally 
after Holi.

“Bihari migrants want the 
model of Nitish’s governance in 
civic bodies. They have immense 

faith in his ability and vision and 
that’s why they voted him to 
power in Bihar,” said JD(U) Del-
hi in-charge Sanjay Jha.

This poll plan of JD(U), howev-
er, will take a toll on the bonho-
mie between Nitish and Arvind 
Kejriwal. The two had supported 
each other in the assembly elec-
tions of Bihar and Delhi in 2015.

With the friendship losing 
its warmth, JD(U) has started 
spotting shortcomings in Ke-
jriwal’s model of governance. 
“Kejriwal failed to keep the 
promises made during the 2015 
assembly polls. Autorickshaw 
drivers were promised houses, 
electricity, free water, among 
other things, but they didn’t get 
anything. Even the registration 
fee of autos has been hiked. 
Now, Punjab is on AAP’s prior-

ity list,” Jha told TOI. JD(U) got 
the idea of contesting the civic 
polls after Nitish met Bihar mi-
grants during his recent visit to 
Delhi. “AAP leaders pampered 
us before the elections, but 
have been avoiding us now,” a 
migrant told Nitish.

An assessment tour was taken 
by party leaders to decide on 
contesting the civic polls. “We 
found that the villages of Bihar 
were in better condition than 
the jhuggis and unauthorised 
colonies of Delhi,” said Jha. In 
2012, JD(U) contested on 12 
seats for the first time, but lost 
all. While BSP councillor Nisha 
Shah joined JD(U) on December 
3, 2016, around 100 applications 
are pending before the party. A 
few of the applications are from 
former councillors.

The party’s strategists feel 
that migrants will vote for JD(U) 
candidates. “Modi and Kejriwal 
both promised to deliver, but 
didn’t. Nitish promised and de-
livered on all fronts, be it law and 
order, electricity, roads or other 
issues,” Jha said. After relaunch-
ing its Delhi unit in December 
2016, JD(U) is working on a war 
footing to expand the base of the 
party. In the last three months, 
over 100 meetings have been 
held to woo voters.

In January, Nitish had hosted 
a grand function at Patna to cel-
ebrate the 350th Parkash Parab. 
He struck a chord with the thou-
sands of Sikhs who had travelled 
from across the globe to Patna. 
“The Sikhs will also vote for us,” 
said Raj Singh Maan, JD(U) Del-
hi president.

JD(U) decides to join civic race in Delhi

India’s first dedicated 
heliport to open in Delhi 

on February 28

Nurse death: Doctors 
may face action

60 countries showcase their destinations at OTM 2017

72,000 refund cases 
cleared in 6 months

The Union Minister for Electronics & Information Technology and Law & Justice, Shri 
Ravi Shankar Prasad launching the Cyber Swachhta Kendra (Botnet Cleaning and 

Malware Analysis Centre), in New Delhi on February 21, 2017. The Secretary, Ministry 
of Electronics & Information Technology, Ms. Aruna Sundararajan is also seen.

Chargesheet filed in GB 
Road trafficking case



The Union Minister for Women and Child Development, Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi 
launching a Standard Operating Procedure for care & Protection of Children in street 
situation in association with ‘Save the Children India’, in New Delhi on February 21, 
2017. The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights Chairperson, Ms. Stuti 

Kacker and other dignitaries are also seen.

New Delhi, Feb 21 (IANS) 
The temporary travel ban im-
posed by the Trump admin-
istration on seven Muslim-
majority countries can impact 
the reputation of the US as a 
global travel destination and 
any impediment to legitimate 
inbound travel will take away 
jobs from Americans, a top of-
ficial of New York City (NYC) 
has said.

Noting that the temporary 
travel ban had implications for 
about 55,000 visitors to the US, 
including about 25,000 to New 
York, Fred Dixon, the President 
and CEO of NYC & Company, 
told IANS in an interview: “It is 
not a large number of travellers 
that are specifically affected by 
the ban. It is more (about) sym-

bolism. The ripple effect that it 
would have on all markets of 
the world that can potentially 
show that the United States is 
no longer welcoming. And that 
is a major concern.”

Overall, Dixon, who heads 
New York City’s official mar-
keting, tourism and partner-
ship organisation, said that 
they were looking to welcome a 
record 61 million visitors to the 
city this year, including over 13 
million international visitors.

He said 375,000 people were 
employed in travel and tour-
ism-related jobs across all five 
boroughs of New York City 
in 2016; it was an increase of 
15,000 over the previous year. 
Dixon said tourism generates 
jobs, brings new money to the 

market and is a tax generator.  
He said 500 international trav-
ellers help generate one job on 
an average and if the number 
of visitors goes down by that 
margin, a job is lost. “So it is 
important to us as an econom-
ic engine for New York City 
that we maintain the growth in 
tourism and there isn’t a down-
turn. We want to protect those 
jobs,” he said. 

Dixon, who was here in con-
nection with the joint launch of 
the US-India Travel and Tour-
ism Partnership Year, said that 
the image of the US was impor-
tant in promoting various desti-
nations, including New York. He 
said NYC had spoken against the 
travel ban order that temporarily 
barred citizens of seven Muslim-

majority countries -- Iran, Iraq, 
Syria, Sudan, Somalia, Libya 
and Yemen -- and refugees from 
entering the US. With the travel 
ban having faced legal challeng-
es, President Donald Trump has 
said he will issue a new executive 
order on immigration. 

“Travellers around the world 
know that we were welcoming 
of them. In New York they are 
going to be warmly received... 
That is of paramount impor-
tance to us. So we have come 
out. We will continue to speak 
out against any impediments to 
legitimate travel to the United 
State,” Dixon said. He said his 
organisation waited for some 
days after the order and spoke 
out after it was clear that the 
travel ban.
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Impediments to travel will take 
away US jobs: NYC tourism chief

The Union Minister for Urban Development, Housing & Urban Poverty Alleviation 
and Information & Broadcasting, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu addressing at the “Finance 

Empresa’17”, organised by the Finance and Investment Cell, in New Delhi.

NEW DELHI Feb 21 (IANS) :  The 
Environment Pollution Control Au-
thority (EPCA) on Monday said it 
was considering imposing a ban on 
all polluting fuels such as furnace 
oil (FO), pet coke, C9 and rubber 
oil, which do not have any specifica-
tions. However, the Union environ-
ment ministry has raised a number 
of queries about the availability of 
natural gas to replace these fuels.

In a meeting called by the SC-
mandated EPCA and attended by 
natural gas suppliers on the phase-
out of these polluting fuels, the lat-
ter said they had the infrastructure 
to supply to all industrial areas in 
NCR. EPCA members directed the 
MoEFCC representative to submit 
to the ministry that gas companies 
are ready to replace these pollut-
ing fuels. Indraprastha Gas Limited 
(IGL), for example, said it had gas 
pipelines in Delhi, Noida, Greater 
Noida, Ghaziabad, Rewari and Ha-

pur. Adani Gas informed that its 
pipeline was within 10 metres of ev-
ery industrial area in Faridabad and 
Khurja. GAIL and Haryana City Gas 
submitted that they can cover areas 
like Neemrana, Bhiwadi, Sonepat, 
Meerut, Manesar, Udyognagar and 
Faridabad.

One of the companies said solid 
fuels like coal, biomass and wood 
are being used by industries in 
Faridabad to cut costs. “You can stop 
furnace oil or pet coke but there are 
many other variants of these like C5, 
C9 and rubber oil (made by burning 
tyres), which are being used widely 
by industries and are extremely pol-
luting,” a company representative 
said. To this, EPCA members said 
all variants would be banned under 
the same order. “Any polluting fuel 
that doesn’t have specifications will 
be banned. There is no reason not 
to ban it when companies are ready 
to supply natural gas,” an EPCA 

member said. The main reason in-
dustries use polluting fuels because 
their prices have always been far 
lower than those of natural gas. The 
electricity price generated from fur-
nace oil, for example, is Rs 4-5 per 
unit compared to Rs 7-8 for gas. The 
companies asked EPCA to recom-
mend that VAT on gas be removed 
to make it more competitive. EPCA 
members assured they would rec-
ommend MoEFCC to take look into 
it. The gas companies said prices 
would increase April onward by 
about 8% and the Goods and Servic-
es Tax (GST) would also have a mas-
sive impact on the sector. “Because 
of GST, prices may even increase by 
14%, making them on a par with that 
of diesel,” a company representative 
said. An EPCA member countered 
this by saying that there should not 
be any monopolistic pricing or un-
fair trade practices. “You (gas com-
panies) should consider common 

pricing,” the member maintained. 
Another EPCA member said China 
and the US had restricted pet coke 
use because of its air pollution po-
tential. “Now, India has become a 
dumping ground for pet coke from 
all over the world. Our investigation 
has showed large amounts of pet 
coke is being imported because our 
industries don’t want to use gas,” 
the member added. TOI had on De-
cember 20 highlighted how most in-
dustrial areas were using furnace oil, 
despite being aware of its massive 
pollution potential, simply because 
it’s cheaper than natural gas.

New Delhi, Feb 21 (IANS) Stroll-
ing up and down the streets is 
a routine affair for all of us but a 
humble Mumbai-based artist is 
out to capture hope and positiv-
ity that we fail to take note of in 
our humdrum lives. The “ways 
and subways of life”, says painter 
Mahesh Karambele, have not only 
led him to be a passionate artist 
but have literally constituted the 
ethos of his musings on canvas. 
The strength of his brush dipped 
in oil paint confidently etches out 
silhouettes of vehicular traffic, 
bridges, carts and flower sellers of 
city, capturing the ethos of a buzz-
ing metropolis.  His ongoing exhi-
bition “Reflections” at Lalit Kala 
Akademi here is a fascinating ex-
perience and brings forth all those 
facets that most of us generally 
miss from the scenery around us. 

Fancy this: A life-size painting of 
a dark street, decked with cloudy 
sky and buildings as dark as the 
night welcomes one to this exhibi-
tion. Where is the hope, you may 
ask?  “This is my favourite paint-
ing. I have called it the “City of 
hope” and it is very much similar 
to what we see frequently around 
us. It is a scene of a monsoon eve-
ning of a street in Mumbai. 

“I have purposely used black in 
abundance so that the glittering 
silver in distance becomes more 
lively. Like everything else in life, 
this painting is so full of hope. It 
shows you that no matter what 
happens, there is light at the end 
of it all,” Karambele told IANS.

The artist further shared that he 
initially began by attempting to 
capture the scene from his mem-
ory. It was a stormy evening, he 

recalled, but the lightning added 
a substance of hope. Even when 
everything was dark, there would 
lightning in the midst of it all and 
for a moment you could see ev-
erything clearly. It also reminded 
one that the sun will again rise the 
next day and bring in a fresh ray of 
hope, he said.  The monsoon holds 
a special place as the artist creates 
washes and adeptly applies the oil 
medium with the expertise of wa-
tercolour techniques. The roman-
ticism and inspiration that accom-
panies the rains is well-depicted in 
his works.  Buildings flirting with 
bylanes and pedestrian traffic, 
paintings of vivid scenes, of ordi-
nary folk and everyday humdrum 
of city living, the artist’s collection 
is a much needed reminder of the 
simple artistic beauties that are 
fast losing a place from our lives. 

The rush that characterises 
Karambele’s canvases can be al-
luded to the adrenaline rush that 
the artist tends to work with, driv-
en by the hidden joys in everyday 
chaos, crammed bylanes with city’s 
crowds and the perennial metro-
politan pace of living.  “First one 
has to work on thought process and 
the colour scheme. Then I associ-
ate myself with my work, I forget 
everything around me and devote 
10-12 hours continuously on one 
painting. The best feeling is when 
a painting is ready. It is an over-
whelming emotion, something that 
you cannot describe, a phase when 
you realise that your hard work has 
been meaningful,” he shared.  His 
paintings draw out the best of the 
perspectives as the colours shine 
bright against the evening light -- 
luminosity.

Ethiopian delegation 
visiting India to adopt 

best practices from 
education sector

New Delhi, Feb 21 (IANS) In an ef-
fort to learn from the Indian education 
system and to gather prevailing best 
practices, a delegation from ministry 
of education, Government of Ethiopia 
is currently visiting India. The focus of 
their visit is on adapting best practices 
like mid-day meal programs, teacher 
training and mother tongue instruc-
tions from India. The delegation also 
participated in a select media round 
tableon Tuesday. Dr. Jordene Hale, 
Chief of Party led the discussion along 
with Ato Tayachew Ayalew, Director, 
Mother tongue and English Language 
education development and Mr. Birha-
nu Moreda, Advisor to State Minister 
of General Education, Government of 
Ethiopia.  They were accompanied by 
Mr. Himanshu Sikka, Chief Strategy 
and Diversification Officer, IPE Global 
Ltd. and Shalender Sharma, Vice-Pres-
ident, Education and Skills Develop-
ment, IPE Global Ltd. Led by Dr Hale, 
the delegation also interacted with 
government officials from the Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), NCERT, Mid-
Day Meal Programme, as well as the re-
cipients of the Gandhi Fellowship. IPE 
Global, an international development 
consulting group, organised the visit 
and stakeholder engagements for the 
delegation.  Ethiopia’s growing youth 
population -- the second largest in Af-
rica -- presents a huge challenge to the 
education system. An estimated three 
million primary school-aged children 
and more than 20 million youth are 
currently outside of the formal school 
system.  Of out-of-school youth, a large 
proportion have had no education at 
all (84 percent in rural areas and 33 
percent in urban areas). Urban youth 
unemployment is 50 percent and this 
figure is even higher in rural areas.

New Delhi, 21 Feb (IANS) Doctors here successfully 
removed a giant 11.5 kg adrenal tumour in a 55-year-
old man, who had a body mass index (BMI) of 48 -- 
considered extremely obese -- and went for a weight-
loss surgery. Ashwini Marwah, who was suffering 
from Type 2 diabetes and hypertension, was gaining 
weight for the last few years, prompting him to con-
sider bariatric surgery -- a type of weight-loss surgery. 

During evaluation and investigations by doctors 
at Fortis Flt. Lt. Rajan Dhall Hospital, Vasant Kunj 
(FHVK), he was found to have a large abdominal tu-
mour of size 30X25 cms completely occupying the right 
side of the abdomen and also crossing over to the left 
side -- adjacent to vital organs particularly kidney, in-
ferior venacava and intestines. Marwah was unaware 
of the tumour, which except for causing an increase in 
his weight, dragging sensation and heaviness on the 

right side of the abdomen, was largely asymptomatic.  
“Marwah, with body mass index (BMI) of 48, diabetes 
mellitus, hypertension and early changes of nephropa-
thy, was a high risk candidate for surgery. We had to 
make a large incision on his abdomen in view of the 
giant size of the tumour,” Randeep Wadhawan, Direc-
tor (Minimal access surgery, Bariatric & GI Surgery) at 
Fortis Hospital, said in a statement on Tuesday. “The 
tumour on removal weighed 11.5 kg, making it the larg-
est adrenal myelolipoma ever to be excised. It was also 
highly vascular and attached to right kidney, inferior 
venacava and intestines,” Wadhawan added. Adrenal 
myelolipoma is a very rare benign tumour, which con-
tains mature adipose tissue and variable amounts of 
haematopoietic elements, presents with life threaten-
ing and recurrent retroperitoneal hemorrhage leading 
to complications such as abscess and rupture.

New Delhi, Feb 21 (IANS) 
Sportswear manufacturer adidas 
on Tuesday announced its asso-
ciation with FIFA Under-17 foot-
ball World Cup Local Organising 
Committee to come on-board as 
the exclusive performance part-
ner for the Mission XI Million 
programme that was recently 
flagged off by Sports Minister 
Vijay Goel and All India Football 
Federation (AIFF) here.

The Mission XI Million is an 
initiative that aims at reaching 
out to millions of youth across 
India to increase participation in 
football and create a platform for 
them to develop their skills.

Speaking on the development, 
Director of Football Business 
Unit of adidas India Hrishikesh 

Shende said: “adidas is deeply 
honoured to partner the Gov-
ernment to bring football to mil-
lions of young Indians across the 
country. We strongly believe that 
Mission XI Million is a stepping 
stone to put India on the world 
map of Football.”

adidas will also conduct exclu-
sive master-classes for the partic-
ipants at the Mission XI Million 
festivals, featuring a 360 degree 
approach to improve their skills 
in the sport.  The master-classes 
will aim to nurture football skills 
of the participants through drills 
focusing on aspects of the game 
such as shooting, dribbling, free-
kicks, team-play, improving their 
first touch, passing and goal-
keeping amongst others.

EPCA plans ban on dirty fuels; gas 
firms ready with alternative supply

Joy in little things: This 
exhibition captures hope 
in mundane everyday life 
of an Indian metropolis

Delhi hospital successfully 
removes 11.5 kg adrenal tumour

Adidas partners with 
U-17 WC local organisers 

for Mission XI Million



SouthIndian Horizon
Wednesday, February 22, 2017 4

Chennai, Feb 21 (IANS) Actor 
Jayam Ravi will begin work on Rs 
150 crore Tamil historic drama 
“Sanghamitra” later this year. He 
says the project will require him 
to learn horse riding and sword 

fighting. “This film is going to in-
volve a lot of hard work, and it will 
require me to train in horse riding 
and sword fighting. I’ve lost a lot 
of weight for ‘Vanamagan’ as I was 
required to look very lean. I need 
to gain all that weight and add a 
few more kilos to look like a war-
rior in Sanghamitra’,” Ravi told 
IANS.

To be helmed by Sundar C, the 
project will also star Arya and 
Shruti Haasan. Having recently 
completed shooting for “Vana-
magan”, in which he plays a 
tribal character, Ravi has started 
shooting for “Tik Tik Tik”, Tamil 
cinema’s first space thriller.  “It’s 
a very ambitious project. We’ve 
built four space sets in EVP World. 
As a subject, it will largely appeal 
to kids apart from regular audi-
ences,” he said.  The project also 
marks the acting debut of Ravi’s 

son Aarav.“He seems interested 
in acting and enjoys being on 
sets, but this will be a one-off film. 
He’s too young to divert his atten-
tion from studies,” Ravi, a doting 
father, said.Ravi also confirmed 
that a sequel to last year’s “Miru-
than”, a zombie thriller, is on the 
cards.“’Miruthan’ couldn’t im-
press all sections of the audience, 
especially children and that didn’t 
work in our favour. Hence, we are 
planning to make ‘Miruthan 2’ as a 
superhero franchise so the film be-
comes kids-friendly. The project 
will kick-off after we complete ‘Tik 
Tik Tik’,” he said. To be helmed by 
Sundar C, the project will also star 
Arya and Shruti Haasan. Having 
recently completed shooting for 
“Vanamagan”, in which he plays 
a tribal character, Ravi has started 
shooting for “Tik Tik Tik”, Tamil 
cinema’s first space thriller. 

Chennai, Feb 21 (IANS) Actors 
Sundeep Kishan, Sudheer Babu, 
Aadi and Nara Rohith have 
teamed up for upcoming Telugu 
crime-comedy “Samantha Ka-
mani”, and its director Sriram 
Adittya says there is something 
special about each of their char-
acters. “When I pitched the 
story, they really liked it be-
cause there’s something spe-
cial about their characters. The 
uniqueness in their characters 
is what got them excited. Each 

of them has equal screen space 
in the film,” Adittya told IANS.  
With the film slated to go on the 
floors from March, it is probably 
the first time four leading ac-
tor from Telugu filmdom have 
come together for a project. “It’s 
going to be a quirky film. All the 
four lead actors will be seen in 
a never seen before avatars. The 
story is going to be very fresh 
and will be relatable to even 
common man. It’s based on a 
very unique real life incident 

but it’s too early to divulge more 
information,” he said.To be 
completely shot in Hyderabad, 
the film also features veteran 
star Rajendra Prasad in a pivotal 
role.Talking about the film, Sri-
ram said: “Technically, too, the 
film will be very rich and will 
reach the expectations set by 
my first film.”The rest of the cast 
and crew are yet to be finalized. 
The film is being bankrolled by 
Anand Prasad under Bhavya 
Creations.

DMK to move censure 
motion against 

TN Speaker
to move a no confidence motion against assembly Speaker 

P. Dhanapal.  Speaking to reporters here, DMK’s Working 
President M.K. Stalin said a letter to this effect was given to 
the Assembly Secretary.  A copy of the letter was also given to 
Dhanapal, he added. According to Stalin, who is also Leader 
of Opposition in the state assembly, Dhanapal acted with hid-
den agenda in the assembly on February 18. On that day, Chief 
Minister K. Palaniswami had moved a confidence motion to 
prove his majority in the House and the opposition had de-
manded secret ballot or adjournment of the session for a week. 
Both the requests were declined by Dhanapal and, instead, he 
ordered eviction of DMK members who created ruckus inside 
the house.

 Fun to work with 
Murli Sharma: Harish 

Shankar
 
Chennai, Feb 21 (IANS) Filmmaker Harish Shankar on Tues-

day said it is fun to work with actor Murli Sharma, who plays 
a pivotal role in his upcoming Telugu action-drama “Duvvada 
Jaggandham”. “It is always nice to work with good actors but 
it’s fun to work with best actors like Murli Sharma. Thank you 
for everything sir,” Harish posted on his Twitter page. The film, 
currently being shot in the interiors of Karnataka, stars Allu Ar-
jun and Pooja Hegde in the lead. Going by the film’s first poster 
released over the weekend, it is believed Arjun plays a Brahmin 
cook in the film. Dil Raju is bankrolling the project.

Palaniswami 
announces Rs 2,247 cr 

for farmers
Chennai, Feb 21 (IANS) Tamil Nadu Chief Minister K. 

Palaniswami on Tuesday announced a Rs 2,247 crore finan-
cial package for drought-hit farmers in the state. Palaniswami 
said in a statement that he ordered the compensation towards 
the cost of inputs incurred by the farmers. He said the bank 
accounts of the farmers will be credited with their eligible 
amount. Palaniswami said crop insurers have been asked to 
settle the crop loss claims from the farmers at the earliest.

 

Police rescue kidnapped 
infant, nab woman

UDHAGAMANDALAM: Feb 21 (IANS) Police have rescued 
a nine-month old girl, who went missing last Saturday, from 
a house at St.Mary’s Hill in Ooty. They have also detained a 
woman, who was in possession of the baby. According to sub-
inspector Praveena, the baby had gone missing last Saturday 
night from a house at Kandal area in Ooty. The parents of the 
child immediately lodged a complaint with the police. We 
distributed pamphlets carrying the photo of the child and a 
police team was deployed to conduct a search operation. We 
received a tip-off from an informer about a baby at a house 
at St Mary’s Hill in Ooty and carried out a search,” Praveena 
told TOI. Police identified the kidnapper as A Poushiya, 32. 
“She had lost her eldest son. She has two other sons, one aged 
seven, the other nine. After the death of her eldest son, Poush-
iya requested her husband to adopt a girl child. But he didn’t 
heed to her suggestion. Recently, she had visited Kandal area 
in search of a house for rent. There she came to notice the 
child in one of the houses. She made repeated visits to the area 
purposely in the last week in guise of searching for a house. On 
Saturday night, when the child was placed in the cradle and 
the mother was away in the kitchen, Poushiya stole the child 
and escaped from the place,” the officer added.

Students raise money to 
send Ugandan woman’s 

body home
BENGALURU: Feb 21 (IANS) The body of Florence Nakayaki, 25, 

a Ugandan murdered in Bengaluru, had been at the mortuary for 
over 18 days, simply because her family couldn’t afford the cost of 
her final journey. However, on Monday evening, her body was dis-
patched to Uganda from Kempegowda International Airport. Afri-
can students and expats chipped in to raise Rs 2 lakh needed for the 
cost of transporting the body home. Florence was killed by Ishan 
Sul, an MTech graduate who had befriended her in a Brigad Road 
pub. Florence took Sul, 30, to her house in Kothanur. The duo al-
legedly fought over payment for sex. He claimed Florence attacked 
him with a knife and he snatched it from her and stabbed her in 
the neck. In the days following her death, city police waited for the 
Ugandan High Commission’s instructions about sending the the 
body after con tacting her family in Uganda.According to students 
here, the high commission provided the required paperwork but 
the family couldn’t send the money needed. The African communi-
ty started a campaign to raise the money . “Everyone in community 
, especially those from Uganda, contributed,” said Bosco Kweesi, 
an African student leader here. The students started an online cam-
paign for the cause.As the message spread, more people came for-
ward to contribute and the required money was raised.

Bengaluru, Feb 21 (IANS) 
The Lalit Kala Akademi is all 
set to hold the National Exhi-
bition of Art where Karnataka 
Governor Vajubhai Rudabhai 
Vala will confer the National 
Academy Award to 15 indi-
viduals at the 58th National 
Exhibition of Art. The awards 
ceremony will take place on 
February 24 at Hotel Shangri-
La here.   The Awardees have 
been chosen from a 6,000 
entries by a two-tier jury sys-
tem of eminent artists and art 
personalities, who in the first 
stage selected 111 artworks for 

display at the National Exhibi-
tion, the Akademi said.  

The second jury selected 
15 National Awardees from 
the cache of 111 exhibitors, 
for conferring the National 
Academy Award. Each of the 
Awardees will receive a plaque 
and a cash award of Rs one 
lakh, along with a certificate. 
“The works for the 58th Na-
tional Exhibition of Art have 
been chosen on grounds of 
their artistic merit. They re-
flect innovative use of medi-
ums, diversity and relevance 
of subject matter as also a high 
level of creativity,” the Aka-
demi said in a statement. “Be-
sides upholding and steering 
forth a great tradition of giving 
Indian art its due importance, 
the National Exhibition of Art 
is also a window view into fu-
ture trends in Indian art. The 
works of the awardees have 

expressed a spectacular range 
of subjects to express their 
creative abilities and carry 
in them an unwritten history 
of development. emerging 
trends and even influences 
that have pivoted the art 
movement of the country,” CS 
Krishna Setty, Administrator, 
Lalit Kala Akademi said.    The 
award is much coveted among 
artists as it earmarks the future 
potential of the individual art-
ist in the art community and 
many of the earlier awardees 
such as M F Husain and SH 
Raza are today’s icons of In-
dian art. The Award ceremony 
coincides with the opening of 
a month-long National Exhi-
bition of Art being held at the 
National Gallery of Modern 
Art, Bengaluru, comprising 
the 111 selected artworks, of 
the 58th National Exhibition 
of Art.

Chennai, Feb 21 (IANS) 
Debutant director Arun 
Chidambaram says his 
two Remi Award-winning 
Tamil drama “Kanavu 
Variyam”, which hits the 
screens on Friday, is a sim-
ple film which will inspire 
the dreamer in all of us. In 
2016, the film had its world 
premiere at 49th World-
Fest Houston International 
Film Festival where it won 
two Remi Awards.“This is a 
story sans twists and turns. 
It’s a simple film which will 
inspire the dreamer in us. 
It will encourage people to 
chase their dreams and do 
what they love. It also has ro-
mance and comedy but the 
core idea will inspire peo-
ple,” Arun told IANS.Arun 
himself plays the lead along-
side Jiya Shankar, Illavarasu 
and Senthil Kumar. The film 
revolves around power cuts 

and electricity deficit in the 
villages of Tamil Nadu.“It’s a 
film that will make you fall in 
love with science, and kids 
will realise that science can 
be so much fun. Just because 
it’s an award-winning film, it 
doesn’t mean it will be very 
slow and is targeted at a sec-
tion of audience. It’s a com-
mercial film that’s equally 
uplifting,” he said.While 
Arun is happy with all the in-
ternational acclaim his film 
has received, he says the true 
victory lies in the way audi-
ences accept it in cinemas.

Chennai, Feb 21 (IANS) The Isha 
Foundation plans to have 112-foot tall 
faces of Hindu God Shiva or `Adiyogi’ 
in the other three regions of the coun-
try - east, north and west - while the first 
one has been set up in Coimbatore, said 
Foundation founder Sadhguru Jaggi 
Vasudev. “We want to place these tall 
faces of Adiyogi in four corners of the 
country. The first one is in the south, at 
the Isha Yoga Centre, Coimbatore. The 
eastern one will most likely be in Vara-
nasi. For the north, it will be somewhere 
north of Delhi and the western one will 
be in Mumbai,” Vasudev told IANS over 
email.Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
will unveil the 112 feet tall Lord Shiva 
statue at Isha Foundation in Coim-
batore on Friday, coinciding with Maha 

Shivratri. Coimbatore is around 500 km 
from here. “We took about 2.5 years to 
design the face but our in-house team 
built it in eight months. It is an incred-
ible feat of engineering and has been 
done in a very unique way. The face is 
not just for aesthetics, it has geometric 
significance. A unique way of crafting a 
metal statue,” Vasudev said. The face of 
Lord Shiva is made of steel. “Essentially, 
we have taken small pieces of metal and 
put it together. This is a very hard way 
to do it, but it is the most inexpensive. 
This is unique - it hasn’t been used else-
where,” he said.  “It is an incredible feat 
in terms of time and engineering. We 
have done it on a small budget, but in 
quite an ingenious manner. Also, we 
have made Adiyogi in such way that it 

needs least amount of maintenance, 
which is important long-term.” Accord-
ing to an official, the whole structure is 
estimated to weigh around 500 tonnes.
Queried about the significance of 112 
feet, Vasudev said: “Symbolically, 112 
is a significant number because Adi-
yogi opened up 112 possibilities for 
human beings to reach their ultimate 
potential.“For the first time in the his-
tory of humanity, Adiyogi introduced 
the idea that the simple laws of nature 
are not permanent restrictions. If one is 
willing to strive, one can go beyond all 
limitations and attain liberation.”  Ac-
cording to him, there is also a scientific 
significance -- there are 112 chakras 
in the human system, with which you 
can work, to explore 112 dimensions of 

life.“This face is not a deity or temple, 
this is an iconic inspiration. In pursuit 
of the divine, you don’t have to look up 
because it not somewhere else. Each 
of the 112 possibilities is a method to 
experience the divine within you. You 
just have to pick one,” Vasudev added. 
This face of Adiyogi will be the largest 
face of its kind on the planet. The idea 
is not to build one more monument 
but to use it as a galvanizing force to-
wards self-transformation.According 
to Vasudev, in the yogic culture, Shiva 
is not known as God, but as Adiyogi or 
the first yogi - the originator of yoga. 
He was the one who first put this seed 
into the human mind that one can 
evolve if one is willing to strive. Yoga 
went everywhere not as a religion, 
belief system or philosophy but as 
methods.   Over time, there have been 
distortions, but still, unknowingly, 
millions of people across the planet 
are doing some yogic practice.

Isha Foundation to erect 112 feet 
Shiva idols in India

‘Kanavu Variyam’ will 
inspire dreamer in us: 
Arun Chidambaram

Shruti Haasan 
resumes 

‘Katamarayudu’ 
shoot

Each lead character in ‘Samantha 
Kamani’ is special: Sriram

Chennai, Feb 21 (IANS) Actress Shruti 
Haasan on Tuesday said she has returned 
to the sets of Pawan Kalyan-starrer up-
coming Telugu actioner “Katamarayudu” 
after a brief hiatus.“Hello Hyderabad! 
Back for the shoot of ‘Katamarayudu’ 
and looking forward to some super duper 
work today,” Shruti tweeted.The project 
marks her reunion with Pawan Kalyan 
after five years. The duo had previously 
worked together in 2012 Telugu actioner 
“Gabbar Singh”.“Katamarayudu”, a re-
make of Tamil film “Veeram”, is being 
directed by Kishore Kumar Pardasani.
The film also stars Tarun Arora, Chait-
anya Krishna, Siva Balaji and Kamal Ka-
maraju among others.Produced by North 
Star Entertainment, the film is gearing up 
for March 29 release. Shruti tweeted.The 
project marks her reunion with Pawan 
Kalyan after five years.

Jayam Ravi to train in horse 
riding, sword fighting

Karnataka governor to 
confer art awards
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Give up arms for pen: Super 
30 founder to Maoist-affected 

area’s youth
Raipur, Feb 21 (IANS) Super 30 founder and mathemati-

cian Anand Kumar on Saturday urged a group of youths 
in Maoist-affected area of Dantewada to give up arms and 
take up the pen to script a new story of peace and prosper-
ity by getting educated.

Kumar addressed the youths during a programme when 
he visited the conflict-ridden region with state Chief Min-
ister Raman Singh.

Sharing his example as to how he became a teacher de-
spite being poor, Kumar said that education can bring 
about a generational change and help bridge the gaps in 
the society. 

“All the problems in the world originate due to four-five 
reasons, these are: Illiteracy, ignorance, poverty, lack of 
opportunities, unemployment, mindless violence etc. If 
we observe, all have their genesis in lack of education.

“It is lack of education that breeds inferiority complex 
which later manifests itself in different ways,” he said talk-
ing to IANS later. 

“Maoists are also human beings and they also look for 
a decent and peaceful life like any other person. I’m con-
fident that they would also like their children to join the 
mainstream and enjoy a peaceful living, away from the 
shadow of guns,” he added.

Kumar, a math prodigy, has been conducting a test for 
kids from unprivileged background every year since 2002 
to select the 30 most talented children, whom he prepares 
for the prestigious Indian Institute of Technology (IIT). 

BSF seizes gold biscuits worth 
Rs 35.38 lakh on Bengal border

Kolkata, Feb 21 (IANS) Border Security Force (BSF) per-
sonnel seized ten gold biscuits weighing around 1.16 kg, 
valued at Rs 35.38 lakh, in West Bengal’s Nadia district on 
Tuesday, an official said.

Acting on a tip-off, the BSF personnel raided the village 
of Fulbari under the Banpur border outpost and confront-
ed some people trying to collect a packet thrown from the 
other side of the India-Bangladesh border.

However, the criminal elements managed to escape, tak-
ing the advantage of bamboo thickets, a BSF spokesperson 
said. On a thorough search of the area, the para-military 
personnel recovered one plastic packet which contained 
the ten gold biscuits.

The seized gold has been handed over to the customs officials 
at Banpur. The BSF frontier headquarters of south Bengal this 
year has seized 1.775 kg gold having an approximate market 
value of Rs 53.35 lakh and apprehended one smuggler.

Kasauli Rhythm & Blues 
Festival to be held in April

Shimla, Feb 21 (IANS) The sixth edition of musical event Kasauli 
Rhythm & Blues Festival (KRBF) will be held from April 14-16 at 
Baikunth Resorts, Kasuali.

Genesis Foundation in association with Fitbit announced on 
Tuesday that the new edition will bring in a line-up of popular 
Indian artists from across genres. The three-day event promises 
a range of power-packed performances from bands like Jonita 
Gandhi Band, Neeraj Arya Kabir Café, Nasya, Eka and Kamakshi 
Khanna Collective. 

This year, there are also fun-packed activities such as a Drum 
Circle and Meditation with Music. 

The festival draws people from across the country to Kasauli to 
aid the fund-raiser for under-privileged children suffering from 
heart disorders. The funds raised at KRBF 2017 will be used to sup-
port the treatment of children suffering from heart disorders.

Prema Sagar, Founding Trustee of Genesis Foundation (GF), 
said in a statement: “It is really exciting to see how Kasauli 
Rhythm & Blues Festival has grown over the years. What is 
even more heartening to see is that while people love the air 
in the hills of Kasauli, good music and friends -- they also feel 
strongly about the purpose.”

Tibetans to observe 
women’s day on 

March 12 every year

Panchayat polls 
conclude in Odisha

Ghaziabad police seize old 
notes worth Rs 15.30 lakh

Curbs on guests, dishes 
at Kashmir weddings

Dharamsala, Feb 21 (IANS) Ti-
betan Prime Minister-in-exile 
Lobsang Sangay on Tuesday said 
March 12 would formally be ob-
served every year as Tibetan Wom-
en’s Day. “The observance of Ti-
betan Women’s Day on March 12 
will reflect the collective will of the 
Tibetan leadership and people to 
accelerate the women’s empower-
ment policy agenda,” Sangay said 
here while opening a three-day 
first-ever Tibetan women’s em-
powerment conference.

He said Central Tibetan Ad-
ministration (CTA) departments 
would continue to prioritise Ti-
betan women’s empowerment 
initiatives as its flagship agenda.

The conference, being organ-
ised by the CTA, is seeing more 
than 340 participants, including 
Tibetan nuns. Sangay said the 
conference is a step in the right 

direction to carry forward the 
shared vision of His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama and the CTA to pro-
mote leadership and compas-
sionate qualities of women.

“Tibetan women parliamentarians 
were elected as early as 1964 when 
even some advanced economies still 
did not have women parliamentarians. 
In fact, today women constitute over 
20 per cent of the elected representa-
tives in the Tibetan Parliament. Wom-
en now make up 45 per cent of the 
overall workforce of the CTA,” he said. 
Lauding women’s role in safeguarding 
Tibet’s rich religious and cultural tradi-
tion beginning from the non-violent 
Tibetan women’s uprising against the 
repressive policies of the Chinese gov-
ernment on March 12, 1959, he said the 
vision of the conference is aimed be-
yond gender equality and on further-
ing women’s role in all socio-economic 
and political activities.

Bhubaneswar, Feb 21 (IANS) The 
fifth phase of panchayat polls in 
Odisha came to an end peacefully on 
Tuesday.

In the last phase of the rural polls, 77 
per cent voter turnout was recorded. 
While the highest 88 per cent voter 
turnout was reported in Sonepur dis-
trict, Ganjam district recorded the low-
est turnout with 67 per cent.

“Barring few minor disturbances, the 
panchayat polls were held peacefully 
across the state. There were reports 
about law and order problem and ir-
regularities in ballot papers. We will 
take further steps for re-polling after 
receiving detailed information from 
the district collectors,” said State Elec-
tion Commissioner R.N. Senapati.

 “Barring few minor disturbances, 
the panchayat polls were held peace-
fully across the state. There were re-
ports about law and order problem and 
irregularities in ballot papers. We will 
take further steps for re-polling after 
receiving detailed information from 
the district collectors,” said State Elec-

tion Commissioner R.N. Senapati. The 
fifth phase polling was held for 16,148 
ward members, 1,173 panchayats and 
150 Zilla Parishad zones in 58 blocks of 
26 districts in the state.

Director General of Police (DGP) K.B. 
Singh said they have made special ar-
rangements for possible post-poll vio-
lence.

Polling went on smoothly in the 
Maoist infested districts in the state 
with deployment of adequate security 
personnel at some sensitive and hyper-
sensitive booths, he said.

The panchayat polls, which were 
held in five phases, began on February 
13.

Out of 853 Zila Parishad (ZP) zones, 
elections were held for 848 seats. Elec-
tions could not be held for two seats in 
Chitrakonda block while others were 
declared uncontested, official sources 
said.

Besides, elections were held for 6,665 
seats in the panchayat samitis, 6,802 
sarpanches. The results will be de-
clared on February 25.

Ghaziabad, Feb 21 (IANS) The Ghaziabad 
police on Tuesday seized scrapped curren-
cy notes worth Rs 15.30 lakh and took four 
persons into custody for questioning.

Acting on a tip off, the police inter-
cepted a Santro car bearing Delhi regis-
tration number near Kaushambi here and 
recovered old Rs 1,000 and Rs 500 notes 
wrapped in a plastic bag from the car. The 
police also detained four persons.  After 
recording their statements, the police in-

formed the income tax officials. “We have 
detained them and the arrests will be 
made after the income tax officials ascer-
tain why the notes were not exchanged 
before December 31, 2016,” said Superin-
tendent of Police (City) Salman Taj Patil. 
The Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led 
government banned Rs 1,000 and Rs 500 
notes on November 8 and gave 50 days 
till December 31, 2016 to the people to 
exchange the old notes.

Jammu, Feb 21 (IANS) The 
Jammu and Kashmir government 
on Tuesday ordered curbs on the 
number of guests on marriages, en-
gagements and other events and to 
avoid wastage of food.

Addressing the media, Consumer 
Affairs and Public Distribution Min-
ister Zulfikar Ali said the order will 
come into effect from April.

The family of a woman getting 
married can invite up to 500 guests 
while the number of guests allowed 
for a son’s wedding cannot exceed 
400. Invitees on engagement func-
tions cannot exceed 100.

And only seven non-vegetarian 
and seven vegetarian dishes can be 
served to guests in addition to two 
sweet dishes. The recently acquired 
practice of sending dry fruits and 
sweets along with marriage invita-
tion cards has been banned.

A government notification also 
spoke of “a complete ban” on use of 
amplifiers, loudspeakers and fire-
crackers in any government or pri-
vate social function. It said no food 
served on such occasions should be 
dumped. If there is surprlus food, it 
should given away to the poor and 
old age homes. 

Agartala, Feb 21 (IANS) The 
government has decided to set 
up at least one Industrial Train-
ing Institute (ITI) in each block 
of the country to provide skill de-
velopment training to all, a min-
ister said here on Tuesday.

Addressing Tripura’s first Digi-
Dhan mela in Agartala, Skill De-
velopment and Entrepreneurship 
Minister Rajiv Pratap Rudy said 
that currently 25,000 blocks in 
India have no ITI and in the first 
phase, projects have been under-
taken to set it up in 15,000 blocks.

“To eradicate unemployment 
problems and to make more 
skilled workers in the country, 
the mission has been under-
taken across the country under 
the leadership and guidance of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.”

He said: “Our mission and objec-
tive is to create a cashless society. 
Through cashless economy, India’s 
GDP would be increased from the 
existing 7 per cent to 8 per cent 

within very soon. Cashless trans-
actions would help the country to 
progress faster and to remove cor-
ruptions besides appropriate peo-
ple would be benefited.”

The minister said that to boost 
enterprising milieu across the 
country, under the Pradhan 
Mantri Kaushal Vikash Yojana 
(PMKVY) the central government 
has been providing huge funds to 
all the states in the country.

He said that Rs 54 crore has 
been approved for Tripura.

The PMKVY was launched in July 
last year with an outlay of Rs 12,000 
crore to impart skills to one crore 
people, which also includes provid-
ing fresh training to 60 lakh youths, 
over the next four years. At least 12 
nationalised banks, information 
technology bodies of the central 
and state governments have set up 
stalls in the first ever digi-dhan mela 
and apprised the people about the 
on-line and cash less transactions 
and their mode of operations.

Guwahati, Feb 21 (IANS) The 
Central government will clear 
entire outstanding oil royalty 
dues of Assam -- to the tune of 
Rs 6,320 crore -- over a period 
of three financial years, a state 
minister said on Tuesday.

Addressing a a press confer-
ence here, Assam Finance Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma said 
the amount has been pending 
due to a case in the Supreme 
Court since 2008.

“While the central govern-
ment will pay first instalment 
of Rs 948 crore in the current 

financial year, the second in-
stalment of Rs 2,844 crore will 
be cleared by 2017-18 fiscal. 
Similarly, the third instalment 
of Rs 2,528 crore will be paid in 
the subsequent financial year 
2018-19,” said Sarma.

This amount of Rs 6,320 
crore is in addition to Rs 1,450 
crore, which has already been 
released by the central govern-
ment, Sarma added.

“The issue was pending since 
2008 when there was a Con-
gress government at the Centre 
as well as in Assam. The state 

government was fighting in 
the apex court over the royalty 
since 2008,” Sarma said.

“I would like to thank Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for 
taking the initiative and solving 
the long-pending issue,” said 
the Assam Finance Minister.

“It is an achievement on our 
part that we have been able to 
receive such a huge amount in 
less than nine months of com-
ing to power in Assam. This is 
going to improve the financial 
condition of Assam to a great 
extent,” he said.

Panaji, Feb 21 (IANS) A vid-
eo, purportedly spilling the 
beans on an alleged murder 
of a local youth in 2006, which 
went viral on Monday on so-
cial media, has commanded 
the interest of the Goa Hu-
man Rights Commission and 
the state police on Tuesday.

The Commission on Tues-
day issued notices to state Chief 
Secretary and the Director Gen-
eral of Police, after a city-based 
lawyer-activist Aires Rodrigues 

in a complaint attached along 
with the video, raised questions 
about the police probe into the 
2006 case, which allegedly im-
plicates a local BJP leader.

The 3.17-minute video con-
tains footage of a Kolhapur-
based person Pandurang 
Adharkar, who claims he was 
employed as a driver in 2016 by 
BJP’s candidate from Poriem 
assembly constituency, Vish-
wajit K. Rane, and that he was 
witness to the latter shooting 

one Shanu Gaonkar at a bar in 
North Goa’s Sattari sub-district. 
In the video, Adharkar alleges 
that the alleged murder of Ga-
onkar was a revenge act, in re-
sponse to the murder of Rane’s 
brother Prithviraj in 2005, in 
which Gaonkar was allegedly 
involved. “The blatant acts of 
commission and omission by 
the state government in failing 
to nab the real culprit who is 
hand in glove with the police, 
not only makes a mockery of 

justice, but is a clear human 
rights violation against the de-
ceased and his family members 
by not allowing the cause of his 
death to be probed honestly 
and in not giving the deceased 
and the family rightful dignity 
guaranteed as a human right,” 
Rodrigues said in his petition to 
the Commission.

Rane could not be contacted 
for comments despite calls 
made to his phone as well as 
queries sent to him by SMS. 
Speaking to reporters, Super-
intendent of Police North Goa 
Karthik Kashyap said that a 
probe had been started into the 
Shanu Gaonkar case, after the 
video surfaced on Monday.

Mumbai, Feb 21 (IANS) Hundreds of 
thousands of voters stepping out to ex-
ercise their franchise in the civic elec-
tions here had some pleasant surprises in 
store, with various mouth-watering offers 
from hotels and restaurants on Tuesday.

Over 7,000 hotels, restaurants, pubs, 
family eateries, fine-diners and others 
offered either varying discounts on all or-
ders or included freebies for voters.

“All they required was to display the in-
delible ink mark on their fingers to avail 
the discounts,” said Indian Hotel & Res-
taurants Association President Adarsh 
Shetty.

Similarly, the Hotel & Restaurant As-
sociation of Western India (HRWAI), 
founded by the industrialist and Bharat 
Ratna, the late J.R.D. Tata, went a step 
ahead by offering discounts to all voters 
till February 23 on all food bills and room 
bookings.

HRAWI President Dilip Datwani said a 
formal letter has been sent to all its mem-
ber-establishments as their contribution 
to the efforts of State Election Commis-
sion to boost voter turnout in Maharash-
tra, especially in urban centres where it 
has averaged below 50 per cent.

Similar gestures were made by local 
hoteliers in Thane, Pune, Pimpri-Chinch-
wad and Nagpur, which also voted for 
civic elections on Tuesday.

A leading Mumbai perfumes exporter 
and retailer, Al Noor Perfumes, offered 

40 per cent discount on all bulk or retail 
purchases made by voters, its proprietor 
Junaid A. Razzak told IANS.

A feeble 100-year-old Ramabai Shirke 
from Borivali was brought to cast her 
vote, lifted physically by her young grand-
son, and scores of other voters made way 
for her and clapped after she voted and 
came out of a polling station.

In neighbouring Ulhasnagar town of 
Thane, a 102-year-old man, revered as 
Baba Guruji, was brought by his family 
and relatives to vote at a polling centre.

Two nervous grooms -- Ankit Lende 
from Colaba and Mahesh Navale from 
Parel -- in full wedding attire with Sher-
wani, Pheta and Sehra, first went to local 
polling booths to cast their votes before 
proceeding for the marriage rituals with 
their waiting brides.

They got up early and decided to com-
plete their civic duty as voters ahead 
of the wedding “muhurat” scheduled 
around noon, as many other voters lustily 
cheered and complimented them.

In the 2012 elections to the Brihan-
Mumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC), 
the turnout was just 44.6 per cent, with 
only 4.60 million of the city’s 10.3 million 
voters casting their votes.

The situation improved during the 
2014 assembly elections when Mumbai 
recorded 53 per cent turnout -- the best 
since 1991 but far lower than the state av-
erage of 64 per cent.

Government to set up ITIs 
for skill development: 

Entrepreneurship Minister

Centre to pay oil royalty dues to 
Assam: State minister

Viral video with clues to murder gets 
Goa police, rights panel attention

Mumbai voters rewarded with 
discounts, freebies and more

Short Takes
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It is a strange phenomena in world affairs that 

political manipulation as well as tactics are grow-

ing fast. On the other hand, all the countries that 

were struggling to find an easy way to develop 

economically as well as to gain political stability 

are trying to get closer to China. The reasons are 

obvious as China was growing fast, yet it always 

had open hands to embrace big or small neigh-

bours or far off countries because it has the need 

for everyone. China has vital interests in Africa, 

where it can find large tracts of land for cultiva-

tion because it has an enormous population and 

their need for food is immense. China is also 

equally interested in Afghanistan, where mineral 

and other resources are countless. China`s large 

population, is a disadvantage for any developing 

country, but for China it could be an advantage, 

to create an internal market with the enormous 

growth in its middle classes and also because 

China`s relations with all types of countries pro-

vides it with an ever increasing market for its 

products. China also has the capacity to shelve 

any differences with any country, for some time 

in the future, whilst it is prepared to do business 

with them as long as it proves advantageous at 

the moment because of its huge economy it has 

the capacity to become an essential part in any 

need of life. China is not prepared to throwaway 

or discard any section of the population, which is 

backward because it has the experience of grow-

ing into a big progressive country and finds a 

place for all types of products, techniques that 

changes them into useful units for the country. 

It knows the technique of growth in which, the 

most backward and the most advanced structures 

survive together or are equally used for profit. 

What is important in this technique is the art 

of management and largeness of population as 

well as the varities of people, who get adjusted in 

their most productive phase, which in any other 

country would have been discarded. There is the 

secret to Chinese diplomacy with which, every 

crisis is solved while at the same time, showing 

its strength with the threat of withdrawal also. 

China knows in its assessment of every crisis, 

big or small can be shelved into the future, be-

cause it will only gain strength in the mean time. 

They are sober, witty, smiling and pleasant, but 

one will never discover the inside of their world. 

The art of adjustment as well as the technique to 

avoid clashes and not to waste valuable energy 

is their specialty. They are prepared to trace all 

mutual benefits in every part of the world.          

BY SUSHMA RAMACHANDRAN

INFOSYS and the Tatas group 
have little in common barring 
the fact that the biggest IT com-

pany in the country, TCS, is part of 
this industrial house. Infosys may 
not be the largest software com-
pany but is surely one of the most 
influential and closely watched 
in the corporate world. Its annual 
or even quarterly financial results 
make a splash in the stock markets.

 The house of Tatas, on the other 
hand, comprises a vast stable of 
companies covering steel, auto-
mobiles, chemicals, hotels and 
consumer goods.  Many of its blue 
chip companies also have a big im-
pact on stock market movements. 
Infosys, however, is a single com-
pany and is thus relatively a pygmy 
compared to the house of Tatas. 

Nevertheless, the two have been 
compared for the past few weeks as 
a controversy over corporate gov-
ernance issues erupted in Infosys 
with company founders ranged on 
one side and the current manage-
ment on the other side. Compari-
sons are no doubt odious, but in 
this case there was some similar-
ity. In the case of the Tatas, former 
group chairman, Ratan Tata felt 
the new incumbent, Cyrus Mis-
try was acting in a way that went 
against the core ethics and culture 
of the group. 

Similarly, Infosys founder, NR 
Narayana Murthy argued that the 
new management was not adher-
ing to the culture of good gover-
nance on which the company had 
been based since inception. Thus 
in both cases, the former manage-
ments felt the old ways and culture 
were being overturned by the new 
set of managers. Another similarity 
was the sharp vocal divide in cor-

porate circles with some support-
ing the old guard while others felt 
the new incumbents had made the 
companies more dynamic.

In the Infosys case, it was Mur-
thy who raised a red flag over the 
issue of severance pay being much 
higher than the norm being given 
to two persons. It then snowballed 
into a debate over the $11 million 
pay package being given to the 
CEO, Vishal Sikka, as well as the 
overall nature of governance qual-
ity in the firm. 

All the founders of the iconic 
firm have not made their views 
public on the issue, but other long 
time employees have joined the 
fray, some of whom are miffed 
about not having been given 
equally fat severance packages. In 
fact, the severance package of the 
employees is even direly being de-
scribed as “hush” money which is 
bringing it to the level of a corrup-
tion charge. At the same time, the 
Infosys board headed by chairman 
R Seshasayee has strongly refuted 
such insinuations.

The issue at hand is also being 
described as a departure from the 
values and “culture” of the com-
pany by Murthy  who made it into 
a media war. Messages were being 
sent to the management through 
the media rather than directly hav-
ing a dialogue with the chairman 
or the CEO. The fact is, that in the 
case of both the Tatas as well as 
Infosys, it was clearly a case of the 
old guard having stepped back and 
then finding that the new manag-
ers turned the institution in a di-
rection than was unexpected and 
unsettling for them.  In both cases, 
to the impartial observer it seems 
that the new direction has made 
the corporates more dynamic and 

in tune with the changing market 
environment. Human resource 
experts, for instance, find noth-
ing out of place with the severance 
packages given by Infosys, given 
that these are normally negotiable 
plus these were approved by the 
board. And high CEO salaries are 
now the norm globally though ide-
ally one would prefer remunera-
tion to be more evenly spread over 
an organisation. 

While no one can object to the 
founders of a firm taking interest in 
its operations, it would have been 
far wiser for them to have evolved 
a system under which their voices 
could have been heard by the cur-
rent management. This could have 
been in many forms, either an in-
stitutionalised dialogue with the 
new managers or even remaining 
on the board as directors.

 In case they were concerned 
about Infosys maintaining an ex-
tremely level of ethics in terms of 
corporate governance, systems 
should have been put in place to 
ensure the continuance of this 
“gold standard” of performance. 
Or as mentioned above, the 
founders should have remained 
on the board as watchdogs at the 
right place. 

Now after having completely 
distanced themselves from the 
company, it seems rather unfair to 
shoot arrows at the current man-
agement through the media and 
create a needless  controversy over 
an internal corporate issue. The 
timing is all the more regrettable 
as Infosys right now, like all other 
Indian IT companies has to deal 
with the new regime in the US and 
the changes that may have to be 
brought into their operations of ex-
porting services. On a national lev-

el, one also needs to be concerned 
that the services exports which are 
one of the mainstays of the overall 
export effort could be affected by 
turmoil at one of the leading soft-
ware companies. 

It is intriguing that these same 
concerns did not occur to the 
founders and former employees 
who launched this media spat. In-
stead, the whole issue could have 
been dealt with through a direct 
dialogue as one cannot imagine 
that the Infosys board would take 
the views of the company founders 
lightly on any issue. 

Corporate governance issues 
are making waves in many Indian 
companies nowadays, which is all 
to the good as it shows that there is 
much lower tolerance for unethical 
behaviour in business than in the 
past. But if companies like Info-
sys are to stick to their “gold stan-
dards” of values, these issues need 
to be codified and make much 
more specific than is the case at 
present. 

If companies seek to put a cap 
on CEO salaries or severance pack-
ages, which is all to the good, these 
need to be put down in guidelines 
which can then be followed in both 
letter and spirit. In the Tatas case 
also there were issues raised about 
the fate of acquisitions by the com-
pany. In all such cases, instead of 
waking up after the fact, it would 
be more useful to have ethics and 
culture defined in a specific way 
rather than leaving it in the fuzzy 
area of “good corporate gover-
nance”. The old guard thus needs 
to engage with those now at the 
helm of corporates in a more con-
structive way rather than engaging 
in damaging media battles.

IANS

CORPORATE GOVERNANCE WAR

BY KUSHAGRA DIXIT

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Akhilesh Yadav’s “Gu-
jarat ke Gadhe (Donkeys 

of Gujarat)” jibe might have been 
meant to score points in a bitter 
electoral battle, but it has inad-
vertently sharpened focus on the 
Indian wild ass, promoted in a TV 
spot by no less than megastar Am-
itabh Bachchan in his capacity as 
the state’s brand ambassador.

In fact, the conservation of the 
species (Equus hemionus Khur), 
which is found only in Gujarat 
-- having been rendered extinct 
in south India, Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan -- has earned the state 
plaudits from wildlife experts.

“The conservation of the Indian 
wild ass is an exemplary success 
story for the world to follow. The 
Gujarat government has, over the 
years, done a great job,” Wildlife 
Institute of India (WII) Director 
V.B. Mathur told IANS.

Mathur, along with experts like 
Nita Shah, also of the WII, have 
worked on conserving the species 
for 22 years, back from the time 
when it was on the verge of ex-
tinction. Today, the animal num-
bers well over 4,500 in the wild.

Mathur believed that the 
change in the farming pattern 
due to better irrigation has also 
helped in the conservation.

“It’s a unique animal... What’s 
commendable is that that the 
local government managed to 
balance the conservation of the 
species and development of the 
region,” Mathur added.

Shekhar Niraj, Head of TRAF-
FIC, a wildlife trade monitoring 
network that works in alliance 
with the WWF, said the species 
still faces several challenges for 
its survival.

“It’s one of those rare exam-
ples where both the species and 
its habitat are troubled. It is still 
threatened but its population has 
gone up in Gujarat,” Niraj told 
IANS.

The natural habitat of Indian 
wild ass is Rann of Kutch, where 
the animals are also referred to 
as “Riders and Guardians of the 
Rann” for their ability to run at 
speeds of over 60 km per hour.

The species, whose body frame 
matches that of a horse, is a sub-
species of the near-threatened 
Asiatic wild ass (Equus hemi-
nous) that is now found only 

in small patches in India, Iran, 
Turkmenistan and Mongolia.

According to government re-
cords, the Indian wild ass was on 
the verge of extinction around 
1970 due to lack of conservation 
efforts and a prevalent epidemic.

Experts said that conservation 
efforts by the state, central gov-
ernment and IUCN had helped in-
crease the numbers of the species.

A census in 2014 counted 4,451 
animals spread over 15,000 sq 
km in Gujarat. This was 454 more 
than the count of the 2009 cen-
sus. The present population is 
estimated at over 4,800.

Thus, it’s little wonder that ex-
perts have objected to the animal 
being depicted as a pejorative.

“It’s not right to drag the en-
dangered species into politi-
cal feuds because it affects the 
conservation efforts. We should 
rather feel proud the species 
could be saved and now attracts 
tourists from across the world,” 
V.P Singh, a Uttar Pradesh-based 
wildlife conservator, told IANS.

What then is the fuss all about? 
Akhilesh Yadav, speaking at a 

rally on Monday, pointed to the 
TV spot -- obliquely referring 

to Bachchan -- to target Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and BJP 
President Amit Shah. 

“An advertisement is there on 
donkeys. I urge the biggest actor 
of the century not to advertise 
donkeys of Gujarat,” Yadav said.

The advertisement promotes 
Gujarat’s Wild Ass Wildlife Sanc-
tuary, one of the largest in the 
nation. Gujarat Chief Minister 
Vijay Rupani said Akhilesh Ya-
dav, had insulted the state with 
his remarks.

But then, without perhaps re-
alising he was doing so, Akhilesh 
was only paying Modi back in his 
own coin.

During the campaign for the 
2014 Lok Sabha elections, Modi 
had sneered at the Lion Safari, a 
dream project of Akhilesh Yadav 
to introduce the Asiatic lions (na-
tive to Gujarat) in his home town 
of Safai.

Modi had then wondered how 
the state government could take 
care of lions when “they had not 
been able to take care of (people 
of) the state”.

Eight Asiatic lions were bought 
to Safai between April and Octo-
ber 2014 from Gujarat and Hy-
derabad zoos and more followed 
later. However, four of those and 
five newborn cubs had died by 
June 2016.

Que sera, sera?
IANS

Akhilesh’s donkey jibe sharpens 
focus on Indian wild ass

Hundreds of Delhi University 
retirees deprived of pension

BY VISHAL NARAYAN

An administrative botch-up 
has deprived hundreds of 
Delhi University (DU) re-

tirees of their pension since 2014, 
with the varsity telling a court here 
that it cannot abide by an August 
2016 order to pay as it doesn’t have 
the money to do so. The case will 
now be taken up on April 17.

In the decade from 1989 to 
1999, Delhi University (DU) gave 
its employees the option through 
circulars to choose between Con-
tributory Provident Fund (CPF) or 
pension upon retirement. It gave 
this option not once or twice but 
11 times in total.

However, the University Grants 
Commission (UGC), which funds 
central universities like DU, asked 
that the option be stopped in 1999 
saying it did not have the power to 
do so. By this time several employees 
had exercised their choice in choos-
ing for either pension or CPF through 
these circulars, while there were 

many who did not choose either. 
The DU circulars had come follow-
ing a central government order dated 
May 1, 1987. The order stated that “all 
CPF beneficiaries... will be deemed 
to have come over to the Pension 
Scheme” from the date mentioned 
before, unless they explicitly request 
to remain in CPF by informing this to 
their offices on or before September 
30 of the same year.

Almost two decades later, in an 
unrelated case, a court here ruled 
in 2006 that a similar option given 
by the Bureau Of Indian Standards 
(BIS) was not in order as it was ap-
plicable only until September 30, 
1987. Those who did not make a 
choice till that date would be treat-
ed as pensioners when they retired.

The court, then, ruled that the 
September 30, 1987, date was sac-
rosanct and all central government 
employees, as per the recommenda-
tion of the Fourth Central Pay Com-
mission, will be deemed to have 
come into pension without their 

having specifically expressed so. 
The BIS case galvanised into action 
scores of DU employees who either 
had expressed their desire to come 
into pension after the cut-off date of 
September 30, 1987, or had refrained 
from explicitly choosing either.

Many of these employees started 
approaching the Delhi High Court 
which consolidated all such pleas 
into three categories - category 1 
and category 3 for employees cited 
above, and category 2 comprising 
those who chose CPF before the 
cut-off date -- and delivered a com-
bined judgement on April 30, 2014.

In a single bench judgement the 
court ruled that two categories (1 
and 3) were eligible for pension 
and directed the DU to proceed 
accordingly. The court based its 
judgement on the ground laid 
during the BIS judgement in 2006, 
which upheld the indisputability of 
cut-off date as the final date before 
which an option to remain in CPF 
could be made, and which was ir-

reversible. However, DU decided 
to challenge this verdict.

Also in an open letter to teachers, 
unwittingly or wittingly, Dinesh 
Singh, the then Vice Chancellor, 
acknowledged that the university 
was not entitled to extend the op-
tion of choosing between the CPF 
and pension.

“During the period 1988 to 1999, 
the University had granted exten-
sions to employees to move over 
from CPF to GPF-cum-pension 
scheme. The University and its EC 
(Executive Council) believed that 
they had the power to do so on 
their own and thus thousands of 
employees in all sincerity had exer-
cised the above options and were 
drawing, or now expect to draw 
pension upon retirement,” Singh 
wrote in his letter dated August 
21, 2014, just days before the court 
judgement came.

But “unfortunately” in ap-
proaching the court, the employ-
ees, Singh continued, “ended up 
challenging the validity of the op-
tions granted by the University and 
the legitimate exercise of these op-
tions by all University employees 
between 1988 and 1999”.

IANS

The Chinese methodology of 
winning friends and tracing those 
areas that support the growth of 

their economy must be respected
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WHY AMERICA NEEDS A 
TRUMP DOCTRINE

BY ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI  AND PAUL WASSERMAN

The global order is in disarray. The world is 
sliding into significant disorder with no in-
ternational structure capable of handling the 

kinds of problems that are likely to erupt almost 
simultaneously. To compound it all, chaos among 
the major powers could generate truly disastrous 
consequences. So far, President Donald Trump 
has failed to formulate any significant, relevant 
statements about the global condition. Instead, 
the world has been left to interpret the sometimes 
irresponsible, uncoordinated and ignorant state-
ments of his team.

Self-promoters seeking important positions 
should not be permitted to create the impression 
that their sometimes simplistic and extremist ter-
minology is becoming national policy. The recent 
public embarrassment over US policy toward the 
Kremlin, culminating in the resignation of Michael 
T. Flynn as national security adviser after just 24 
days in the job, speaks for itself. While we did not 
support Trump, he is the president of the United 
States. He is our president, and we want him to 
be a success. Right now, he does not look like 
that to the rest of the world, or to us. A vulnerable 
world needs an America characterised by clarity 
of thought and leadership that projects optimism 
and progress. ‘Make America Great Again’ and 
‘America First’ are all very well as bumper stickers, 
but the foreign policy of the United States needs to 
be more than a campaign slogan.

So we would advise the president to give an ad-
dress that offers a bold statement of his vision, in-
cluding his determination to provide the United 
States’ leadership in the effort to shape a more 
stable world. This speech should not be a detailed 
blueprint for US foreign policy, but rather serve as 
a much-needed reminder that the president of the 
United States is on watch, is actively engaged and 
has a sense of historical direction.

What we need to hear from our president is why 
America is important to the world and why the 
world needs America. At the same time, he can 
take advantage of the opportunity to point out 
what the United States expects from the world.

We may disagree with Trump on day-to-day de-
cisions, but we urge him to recognise that the ideal 
long-term solution is one in which the three mili-
tarily dominant powers — the United States, Chi-
na and Russia — work together to support global 
stability. Much hinges on the degree to which the 
United States and China can engage in success-
ful dialogue. This would open the way for a more 
serious, strategic Sino-American understanding. 
That, in turn, could create the basis for a more 
lasting understanding among all three major pow-
ers, since Russia would realise that if it were not 
included in a Sino-American accommodation, its 
interests would be at risk.

America must also be mindful of the danger that 
China and Russia could form a strategic alliance. 
For this reason, the United States must take care 
not to act toward China as if it were a subordinate: 
This would almost guarantee a closer tie between 
China and Russia. More immediately worrying is 
the problem posed by North Korea, which will re-
quire increased cooperation among North Korea’s 
more powerful neighbours, including China and 
Japan (and potentially Russia), as well as the Unit-
ed States. Isolated US efforts are unlikely to move 
Pyongyang in a positive direction.

If the United States is to improve its relation-
ship with Russia, it must renew both sides’ ac-
knowledgement that a commitment to abide by 
law is central to the international order. A super-
ficial show of better relations must not be a cover 
for deception, manoeuvring or violence against 
weaker neighbours. Trump’s desire for construc-
tive engagement with Russia is sensible, but there 
has to be a framework of acceptable conduct that, 
unfortunately, does not exist at present.

 Russia is confronted by non-Russian former 
Soviet republics like Ukraine and Uzbekistan con-
solidating their independence, while China’s eco-
nomic penetration of central Asia has also reduced 
Russia’s role in that region. The stakes for all three 
major powers are high, but so are the potential re-
wards — and they know it In the near term, Amer-
ica should aim for specific regional agreements 
with partners like Japan and Britain, as these re-
lationships will be essential for managing regional 
affairs. In this regard, the administration’s steps to 
reaffirm the United States’ commitment to defend 
Japan and South Korea are encouraging.

 But as the lynchpin of Nato, the United States 
must also be ready to defend western and central 
Europe. With his background, Trump knows the 
power of business. The United States should make 
clear to Russia that any military incursion into Eu-
rope, including the “little green men” tactics seen 
at the beginning of the conflict in eastern Ukraine, 
would incur a punitive blockade of Russia’s mari-
time access to the West that would affect nearly 
two-thirds of all Russian seaborne trade

Given the Trump administration’s abysmal per-
formance so far in installing a leadership capable 
of strategic decision-making, it is crucial that 
America and the world hear a vision of leadership 
and commitment from our president. A Trump 
Doctrine, any doctrine more or less, is sorely 
needed. America must also be mindful of the dan-
ger that China and Russia could form a strategic 
alliance. For this reason, the United States must 
take care not to act toward China as if it were a 
subordinate: This would almost guarantee a closer 
tie between China and Russia.

COURTESY : GULF NEWS

The US and the world must see a 
vision of leadership and commitment 
from the US president

For Europe, questions remain as to US foreign policy
It’s an uphill battle for the Trump administration to convince 

the EU that the US will not abandon its Western allies.

BY MARTIN REARDON

For more than 50 years, the Munich 
Security Conference has served as a 
global forum on international secu-

rity, with both public and private events 
involving heads of state, foreign and de-
fence ministers, other notable govern-
ment officials, international organisa-
tions and policy experts from more than 
70 countries.

This year, however, was perhaps the 
most remarkable ever in terms of geopo-
litical crisis needing immediate attention, 
but with no apparent resolution in sight.

With an agenda that included every-
thing from nuclear proliferation to civil 
wars in Syria, Libya and Yemen, the ref-
ugee crisis, terrorism, a resurgence of 
nationalism, and escalating regional ri-
valries, there was much to discuss, both 
publicly and behind closed doors where 
ideas are more likely to lead to action - 
sometimes good and sometimes not.

But also on the minds of those in at-
tendance, particularly officials from the 
European Union, was the future of the 
United States’ foreign policy under the 
Trump administration.

Would the US continue its key role in 
helping to maintain a liberal world or-
der or would it turn inward and adopt 
a non-interventionist foreign policy? 
And that’s a wholly justifiable concern 
given the frank and sometimes-bizarre 
rhetoric of US President Donald Trump 
towards Europe.

‘Justifiable concern’
Consider his statements both as a can-

didate and since the inauguration, when 
he predicted the eventual downfall of the 
EU and called into question the impor-
tance of NATO, which he categorised as 
“obsolete”. Add to those comments his 
repeated praise and character defence 
of Russian President Vladimir Putin, as 
well as his not-so-subtle threats to “tear 
up” the Iran nuclear deal. And if his for-
eign policy rhetoric alone isn’t enough to 
make heads turn, a controversial travel 
ban put into place without any inkling of 
interagency discussion beforehand calls 
into serious question the inner workings 

of his administration, not to mention 
American values. The list of disturbing 
oratory and actions could quite possibly 
fill a book - something that is probably in 
the works as you read this - but you get 
the picture.

No doubt, Trump says exactly what’s 
on his mind, regardless of who may take 
offence. But some would argue that’s 
exactly why he won the election last No-
vember. While there may have been a 
glimmer of hope that the rhetoric would 
subside after the election - or at least after 
the inauguration - it’s not likely we’ll see 
a move in that direction now.

Fortunately for the US’s allies, Presi-
dent Trump did have the good sense to 
put together a foreign policy team that 
should be able to steady the ship. Along 
with Vice President Mike Pence, Secre-
tary of State Rex Tillerson and Secretary 
of Defense James Mattis have the cred-
ibility, moral courage and common sense 
to help President Trump avoid rough seas 
- if he listens to them. And that’s a big if. 
If recent meetings in Europe are any in-

dication, Trump’s foreign policy may be 
taking shape in a form more palatable to 
US’ allies than originally thought. On his 
first official overseas visit, Vice President 
Pence sought to reassure an anxious fo-
rum in Munich that while the US was re-
evaluating its long-term foreign policy 
objectives, it would not abandon its allies.

On NATO specifically, the vice presi-
dent pledged that the US was “unwav-
ering” in its commitment to European 
security and would stand firmly behind 
its Article 5 treaty obligation to come to 
the aid of any member state subject to 
armed attack.

But in return the US administration is 
also very clear that it expects the other 
27 member states to stand behind their 
own, long-standing treaty obligations 
by contributing a minimum of 2 percent 
of the gross domestic product (GDP) to-
wards defence spending. Quite notably, 
only four NATO members besides the 
US live up to that commitment - Greece, 
Britain, Estonia and Poland. France is 
the next closest with 1.8 percent and 

then it’s a rapid descent after that. The 
administration’s argument for increased 
NATO spending was received with mixed 
results. While some member countries 
acknowledged the need for increased 
defence spending, others questioned the 
wisdom of tying it to GDP. The jury is still 
out on what happens next.

While Pence acknowledged Trump’s 
continued desire to ease tensions with 
Russia and look for areas where the two 
countries could realistically cooperate 
- especially in counterterrorism mat-
ters - he stopped short of offering an ol-
ive branch in Munich. Indeed, speaking 
on Trump’s behalf, Pence vowed to hold 
Russia accountable in Ukraine. In what 
was an overt effort to ease the concerns 
of US’ European allies over an expan-
sionist Russian foreign policy, he further 
demanded that Russia adhere the 2015 
Minsk agreement before the lifting of any 
sanctions are even considered.

The US is holding Russia to task in Syr-
ia, too. While Trump previously looked 
to Russia for cooperation in combating 
the so-called Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL, also known as ISIS) in 
Syria, Secretary of Defense Mattis stated 
unequivocally at the NATO conference 
in Brussels last week that the US was not 
ready to collaborate with Russia on a 
military level as long as they consider all 
rebel groups to be terrorists - a point also 
stressed by Secretary of State Tillerson 
during last week’s G-20 meeting in Bonn.

While it’s too early to say which direc-
tion the Trump administration will ulti-
mately go with its foreign policy - working 
with allies to maintain the status quo by 
continuing to pursue a liberal world order 
or reversing course by adopting a posi-
tion of non-intervention - recent com-
ments by Vice President Pence and other 
members of the president’s foreign policy 
team at least hint towards the former.

Still, it’s an uphill battle for the US 
to convince its allies that actions speak 
louder than words. Time will tell. Let’s 
just hope sound minds and not rash rhet-
oric carry the day.

COURTESY : AL-JAZEERA

Monetary Policy in the aftermath of Demonetisation ?
BY DR. REETIKA GARG
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS
DELHI SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI

Monetary policy is a phenomenon 
by which the central bank of a 
country tries to control the sup-

ply of money in the economy in order to 
ensure price stability or exchange rate 
stability. In the Indian context, the Re-
serve Bank of India follows an inflation 
targeting regime of monetary policy, 
keeping in view the growth objectives of 
the country. 

It has been historically documented 
that inflation and unemployment are the 
twin problems that are inversely related 
to each other. Any government that at-
tempts to fight one compromises on the 
other; its quite a balancing act for the 
authorities to fight both together. In the 
current global economic order, there has 
been a trend of synchronizing the use of 
fiscal and monetary policy, wherein, fis-
cal policy is used to fight unemployment 
and monetary policy is used to fight infla-
tion. This is because if fiscal policy is used 
to fight inflation then it would mean re-
sorting to politically unpopular measures 

like cutting down on government spend-
ing and raising taxes, which are huge risks 
for any government in a democratic set-
ting. The Reserve Bank of India follows 
an inflation targeting regime and reviews 
the macroeconomic and financial condi-
tions of the economy from time to time. It 
accordingly modifies its monetary policy 
stance, by means of announcing the repo 
rate, keeping in view the growth objec-
tives as well. 

Repo rate is the interest rate at which 
commercial banks can borrow from RBI 
and a reduction in repo rate is seen as 
an attempt to increase credit growth in 
the economy. A higher credit growth 
means greater availability of loans to 
businesses and farmers to expand their 
activities, which in turn boosts aggre-
gate demand, but it also means greater 
money in the hands of the public that 
propels inflation. 

It is now pertinent to understand the 
sources of inflation in the Indian context. 
Indian economy is heavily dependent on 
global markets for its fuel supply which 
is one of the major components of the 
consumption basket. Global oil prices are 
beyond the control of the policy makers 

and their contribution to inflation cannot 
be controlled via monetary policy. Amidst 
the current global slowdown, oil prices 
have been falling globally and the Indian 
import bill on account of fuel imports has 
declined almost to half. 

However, there is growing turbulence 
in the global oil markets and in no time 
the tide may turn, and emerging econo-
mies like India would soon have the 
added pressure on inflation from rising 
oil prices. Monetary policy would have a 
limited role to play in this regard.

Another important component of ag-
gregate inflation is food inflation. In In-
dia, the agricultural sector has posted the 
slowest growth for the past few decades. 
Prices of food items like pulses, wheat, 
rice etc are high due to supply being short 
of demand. In the case of food inflation 
monetary policy has also a  limited role to 
play in anchoring prices. 

The solution in this case lies in remov-
ing supply side bottlenecks in the agri-
cultural sector. Appropriate incentives 
should be given to the farmers so that 
they produce items that are short in sup-
ply and the role of intermediaries in the 
market should be minimized. Well now 

the only area where monetary policy has 
a bite in controlling inflation and con-
tributing to growth is that on account of 
buying houses, cars, durable consumer 
goods, etc. for which banks give loans. 
A reduction in the repo rate is seen as a 
reduction in cost of funds borrowed by 
the commercial banks from the Reserve 
Bank of India. 

However, in the aftermath of demon-
etization, the economy is stripped of 
cash and the banking sector is flush with 
funds. Commercial banks no longer need 
to borrow heavily from the central bank 
to increase lending. Since money supply 
in the economy has decreased after de-
monetization, inflation pressures have 
reduced in the economy. 

The target now of the monetary policy 
would be to push growth by lowering the 
repo rates and increasing credit growth. 
However, this may not prove to be ef-
fective since the producers can borrow 
funds to produce more only when the 
demand in the economy picks up. Well 
that may take some time to realize. Till 
then the effects of monetary policy shall 
remain muted. This is a surely a concern 
to ponder upon.

BY AMULYA GANGULI

A major reason the media is being 
targeted by right-wing establish-
ments in both India and the United 

States is the belief among the “official” 
ideologues that large sections of the 
newspapers, magazines and TV channels 
are dominated by left-liberals — a lega-
cy of Nehruvian times, so far as India is 
concerned. Hence, the derogatory terms 
of “presstitudes” and “media workers” 
coined by the saffron brotherhood in In-
dia to describe journalists and the charg-
es of dishonesty and fake news levelled by 
US President Donald Trump against the 
scribes in America.

The media is certainly not blameless, 
depending as it often does on sensa-
tionalism to outdo rivals while the TV 
“debates” are marked more by rancour 
than reason. But since it has rarely been 
under such sustained attacks as now, it 
must have touched a raw nerve among 
present-day politicians. It is no secret 
that a long-standing grouse of the Hin-
dutva Parivar in India has been that the 
years of dominance by the secular, left-
of-centre Congress led to the projection 
of these ideologies as the only legitimate 
objectives for the country. The political 
slant represented by the ruling party at 

the Centre from 1947 to the 1980s influ-
enced both the academia and the press. 
In contrast, the Right remained on the 
sidelines for decades, its marginalisation 
being reinforced by its association with 
Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination. As a re-
sult, being a right-wing politician was not 
quite respectable.

 But the times have changed. The as-
cendance of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), based on what Vice-President 
Hamid Ansari has called “religious ma-
joritarianism”, from the 1990s, has dis-
associated right-wing politics from the 
unwashed masses and made it accept-
able on the elite circuit, especially in the 
Lutyens’ power zone in Delhi. The BJP 
has also taken advantage of its position 
in the corridors of power to plant saffron 
ideologues in the groves of academe, 
even if they are regarded as unworthy of 
the posts by the leftist intelligentsia. 

However, even as the Right has now 
captured the high ground of politics and 
the academia, the media has evaded its 
grasp. Not only that, rightist political views 
— the economy is another matter — are 
still not accorded the respect that is given 
to more holistic presentations in line with 
the “idea of India”, representing inclusive 
pluralism. The Right has had to depend, 

therefore, on the trolls in the social media, 
even if their abuses point to a sense of in-
feriority complex.

The BJP must have been disconcerted, 
however, by the fact that for all the shrill 
support it receives from the saffron ne-
tizens, the party’s electoral performance 
has been quite dismal in the last two years. 
Since the mainstream media remains one 
of the last bastions of left-liberals, it is not 
surprising that the saffron lobby in India 
and the Trump acolytes in the US lose no 
opportunity to lambast the “presstitudes” 
and purveyors of “fake” news. But, for 
them, there is one more hurdle. 

It is the judiciary. As the outlawing of 
Trump’s travel bans on immigrants from 
seven Muslim-majority countries by the 
judges in the US has shown, the Right is 
not having all in its own way. In India, too, 
judges have set up roadblocks to stop the 
government from acting arbitrarily. For in-
stance, in the case of a Greenpeace activist 
who was taken off a London-bound plane 
by the police, the Delhi High Court said 
that “criticism by an individual may not be 
palatable; even so, it cannot be muzzled”. 

In a case concerning human rights ac-
tivist Teesta Setalvad, who is known for 
her humanitarian role during the 2002 
Gujarat riots, the Supreme Court, reject-

ing a plea by the government counsel 
for her arrest, asked: “Can the liberty of 
a person be put on a ventilator?” Little 
wonder that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi once advised the judges to be wary 
of “five-star activists”. 

However, the Right in India is a great 
deal more moderate than Trump, not to 
mention the alt-right in Europe such as 
Marine Le Pen’s National Front in France 
or Geert Wilders’ Party for Freedom in the 
Netherlands or Norbert Hofer’s Austrian 
Freedom Party.

Besides, Modi has made a conscious 
attempt to rein in some of the BJP hard-
liners. As a result, there are no more 
reports of campaigns like ghar wapsi 
(home-coming) that “persuaded” Mus-
lims to reconvert to Hinduism, or about 
the vigilantism of gau rakshaks, the self-
appointed protectors of cows. Evidently, 
the “idea of India” has influenced its 
purported critics as well because of their 
realisation that stable governance is only 
possible if the rulers adhere to what for-
mer prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
called “raj dharma” or the work ethics 
of governments that do not distinguish 
between citizens on the basis of caste, 
creed or community.

IANS
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UN: ‘1.4m children’ face starving 
to death

UN, Feb 21 (IANS) The United Nations’ children’s agency 
Unicef is warning that almost one-and-a-half million chil-
dren are at risk of starvation in South Sudan, Nigeria, Yemen 
and Somalia. UN assistant secretary general Justin Forsyth 
tells the Today programme the problem is largely the result 
of conflict and war.

Azerbaijan President appoints 
wife as VP

Baku, Feb 21 (IANS) Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev on 
Tuesday appointed his wife as his first Vice President, just 
five months after creating the post in an executive decree that 
amended the Constitution.

Aliyev, 55, who has been president since taking over from 
his father Heydar Aliyev in 2003, made the announcement on 
the official presidency website, Efe news reported.

First Lady and new first Vice President Mehriban Aliyeva, 
52, is a qualified doctor who since 2005 has held a parliamen-
tary role. Mehriban’s ascension to the post was made pos-
sible by the constitutional alterations made by the President 
in September 2016.

The President also abolished the prerequisite minimum 
age for a presidential candidate, which had been 35.

Mehriban became a designated Unesco goodwill ambas-
sador in 2004 due to her work in the field of preservation and 
development of folk literature and music heritage in Azerbai-
jan, reports Xinhua news agency.

She is also a member of Parliament and President of the 
country’s gymnastics federation.

Children’s sex book causes stir in 
Indonesia

Jakarta, Feb 21 (IANS) A children’s book is at the centre of 
a controversy in Indonesia because it teaches children about 
masturbation. A photo of the book - I Learn to Control Myself, 
written by Fita Chakra - has spread across social media since 
Monday, sparking a discussion online about sexual education 
and igniting parents’ anger.

“Moms, please be careful when you buy a book for your 
kids. Check and re-check its content,” wrote one user on 
Facebook.

Another said: “If this book is about sex education, why is 
the description about it so detailed?”

One page of the book, which has been widely shared online, 
depicts a cartoon boy lying on a bed. He is saying: “I cross 
my legs around a bolster tightly. For fun, I move my body up 
and down. Oh... it feels good. My heart is pounding, but I am 
happy.” In another screenshot the child says: “I found a new 
play for fun. Sometimes, I put my hand inside my pants. I re-
peat, again and again.”

In a Muslim majority nation like Indonesia, casual con-
versations about sex among adults are considered taboo, let 
alone discussions between parents and children.

Jewish centres evacuated in US 
after new wave of bomb threats

Washington, Feb 21 (IANS) The FBI is investigating another 
wave of bomb threats to Jewish facilities in the US after 11 
sites were evacuated on Monday.

The latest threats bring the number of incidents to 69 in 27 
states in the past month, according to the JCC Association of 
North America. No bombs were found at any of the centres 
targeted with telephone calls.

Last week, 27 Jewish community centres in 17 US states re-
ported receiving hoax bomb threats.

All of the threats made on Monday, along with previous 
incidents in January, turned out to be false and Jewish cen-
tres have since reopened with normal services resumed. Re-
sponding to the latest incidents, White House press secretary 
Sean Spicer said that US President Donald Trump had made 
it “abundantly clear” that such actions were “unacceptable”.

German AfD leader Petry meets 
pro-Putin Russian MPs

Berlin, Feb 21 (IANS) The head of the right-wing nationalist 
Alternative for Germany (AfD), Frauke Petry, has held talks in 
Moscow with MPs close to President Vladimir Putin and with 
Russian ultra-nationalists.

She met State Duma (lower house) Speaker Vyacheslav 
Volodin and his deputy Pyotr Tolstoy.

German officials have warned that Russia could try to influ-
ence voting in September’s general election.

The AfD campaigns against what it calls the “Islamisation” 
of Germany.

Firebrand nationalist Vladimir Zhirinovsky - a fierce crit-
ic of Nato and Western liberals - was among the MPs who 
met Ms Petry. His Liberal Democratic Party is politically 
close to United Russia, the pro-Putin party that dominates 
Russian politics.

WORLD SNIPPETS Melbourne plane crash: 5 killed 
as aircraft hits shopping centre

Kim Jong-nam: No family member 
claims body, Malaysia says

Tehran, Feb 21 (IANS) Iran’s 
supreme leader on Tuesday used 
the podium of a pro-Palestinian 
gathering in Tehran to lash out 
at Israel, calling the Jewish state a 
“fake” nation in a “dirty chapter” 
of history. The remarks by Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei were some of his 
most vitriolic against Israel, Iran’s 
archenemy. Every four years since 
the early 1990s, Tehran has hosted a 
similar conference in support of the 
Palestinian cause, assembling for-
eign guests and those who oppose 
Israel. Speaking to the gathering, 
Khamenei said Israel was created 

by bringing Jews from other parts of 
the world to the Mideast region to 
settle in the land of the Palestinians 
to replace its “true entity.”

The creation of Israel is “one 
of the dirty chapters of history 
that will be closed, with the grace 
of God,” he added. Khamenei’s 
speech lasted 33 minutes.

The supreme leader, who has fi-
nal say on all state matters in Iran, 
also urged all Muslims to support 
the Palestinians and “resistance” 
movements - a reference to anti-
Israeli militant groups such as 
Palestinian Hamas and Lebanon’s 

Shite Hezbollah militants. Iran has 
always been their staunch ally.

The “resistance movements 
should have all necessary instru-
ments,” Khamenei added and 
praised those who are part of it in 
allegedly succeeding in “prevent-
ing the domination of the Zionist 
regime in the entire region.”

But he did not appear to en-
dorse an all-our war on Israel, say-
ing instead that it’s a “cancerous 
tumor” that requires a “step by 
step” treatment. In 2015, Khame-
nei predicted that Israel would not 
exist after 25 years.

Paris, Feb 21 (IANS) 
Three people have 
been arrested in 
France on suspicion 
of plotting a terrorism 
attack, police sources 
say. French media say 
a counter-terrorism 
operation is under 
way at the home of 
one of the suspects, 
in the central city of 
Clermont-Ferrand.

The other two ar-
rests were reportedly 
in Marseille and in the 
Paris region. France 
is on high alert after 

a series of deadly at-
tacks in recent years 
by militants claiming 
to be from the Islamic 
State group.

Few details of Tues-
day’s arrests are yet 
known.

One source told 
news agency that the 
suspects were ar-
rested “as part of a 
preliminary inves-
tigation started in 
January on suspicion 
of leaving for Syria or 
committing an act in 
France”.

Melbourne, Feb 21 (IANS) Four US 
citizens and an Australian pilot have 
died after their light plane crashed 
into a shopping centre in Melbourne, 
Australia. The charter flight appeared 
to have had a “catastrophic engine 
failure” shortly after taking off from 
the small Essendon Airport, said po-
lice. Despite the destruction, no-one 
was killed or injured on the ground.

Victoria’s Premier Daniel Andrews 
said it was the worst civilian aviation 
accident in the state in 30 years.

“Today is a desperately sad day,” 
he said. A spokeswoman for Spot-
light, a retailer in the complex, said 
the plane crashed into its rear ware-
house but all staff were safe. A pilot 

and four passengers were killed in 
the tragic accident. Details of who 
died are still emerging.

The US embassy in Canberra has 
confirmed that the four passengers 
on the plane, bound for Tasmania’s 
King Island, were US citizens.

In a statement on Tuesday, the em-
bassy expressed its “deepest condo-
lences to the families and loved ones 
of those who died in today’s tragic 
crash”. The 70-year-old from Texas 
was identified on social media by 
his sister, Denelle Wicht, who posted 
tributes to her “handsome athletic 
big brother”. She said he was killed 
in the accident while on a “once in a 
lifetime” trip to Australia.

Kuala Lumpur, Feb 21 (IANS) 
Malaysian authorities are yet to 
formally identify the body of Kim 
Jong-nam as no family member 
has come forward, officials say.

The half-brother of North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un died last week 
after apparently being poisoned 
while waiting for a flight at a Kuala 
Lumpur airport.

There has been growing specu-
lation that his son, Kim Han-sol, 
has travelled to Malaysia to claim 
the body. Malaysia says the cause 
of death remains unknown. Lab-
oratory test results are still be-

ing awaited, the country’s health 
ministry says. The post-mortem 
examination showed no evidence 
of a heart attack and no puncture 
wounds were found on Mr Kim’s 
body, director general of health Dr 
Hisham Abdullah told reporters.

The case has caused a diplomatic 
row between North Korea and Ma-
laysia, which has refused to hand 
over the remains and conducted 
the post-mortem examination de-
spite North Korean objections.

Security is high at the mortuary 
in Kuala Lumpur holding the body 
of Kim Jong-nam.

Beijing: China is build-
ing a third aircraft carrier 
based on American mod-
els as it seeks to fortify its 
claims in the disputed 
South China Sea and 
dominate the larger Indi-
an Ocean region to realise 
its blue water aspirations.

Chinese experts said 
China is on course to 
build 5-6 aircraft carriers.

While the first aircraft 
carrier, Liaoning, is a 
refitted Soviet-era ship, 
the second is being built 
on the same model with 
more advanced facilities 
and is likely to enter ser-
vice in 2020.

The latest carrier, 
under construction at 
Shanghai, is based on US 
models, state-run Global 
Times reported today.

Based on information 
released by Chinese de-
fence ministry, the sec-
ond Type 001A carrier 
being built at the north-
east Dalian port uses the 
ski-jump technology for 
aircraft to take off, like the 
first carrier Liaoning rath-
er than a more advanced 
catapult technology used 
by American carriers.

The second aircraft car-
rier is expected to have a 
displacement of 50,000 
tonnes. China is looking 
into catapult technology 
for the third Type 002 carri-
er being built in Shanghai, 
the daily quoted Li Jie, a na-
val military expert, as say-
ing. “In other words, 002 is 
entirely different from Lia-
oning (001) and 001A, and 
it will look like a US aircraft 

carrier rather than a Rus-
sian one,” Li added. Of-
ficial Chinese media have 
earlier reported about the 
possibility of a third car-
rier but it is the first time 
they have announced that 
it was being built.

Most advanced carriers 
use the Electromagnetic 
Catapult System, or Electro-
magnetic launcher (EML), 
to launch fighter jets, but 
China is also testing steam 
catapults, Li said. “In order 
to protect China’s territories 
and overseas interests, Chi-
na needs two carrier strike 
groups in the West Pacific 
Ocean and two in the Indian 
Ocean. So we need at least 
five to six aircraft carriers,” 
Yin Zhuo, a senior research-
er at the PLA Navy Equip-
ment Research Centre, said.

Washington, Feb 21 
(IANS) President Donald 
Trump has chosen as his 
national security adviser a 
soldier-scholar who fought 
in both Iraq wars and 
wrote an influential book 
that called out the U.S. 
government for “lies” that 
led to the Vietnam War.

Army Lt. Gen. H.R. Mc-
Master would remain on 
active military duty while 
leading the National Se-
curity Council, White 
House officials said Mon-
day. He joined two re-
tired generals - Defense 

Secretary Jim Mattis and 
Homeland Security Sec-
retary John Kelly - already 
in Trump’s inner circle, 
adding to the impression 
that the president prefers 
military men in top roles.

Trump called McMas-
ter “a man of tremendous 
talent and tremendous 
experience” when he 
introduced his new na-
tional security adviser at 
his private Florida club. 
McMaster, who returned 
to Washington with the 
president, said he looked 
forward to “doing every-

thing that I can to advance 
and protect the interests 
of the American people.” 
McMaster replaced re-
tired Gen. Michael Flynn, 
who was fired last week 
after Trump determined 
that Flynn had misled 
Vice President Mike Pence 
about the nature of his 
discussion with Russia’s 
ambassador to the U.S. 
during the presidential 
transition. The White 
House said McMaster was 
one of four candidates 
Trump interviewed for the 
job over the weekend.

Islamabad, Feb 21 (IANS) Three sui-
cide bombers who targeted a court in 
Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince were killed on Tuesday, the ghastly 
attack also leaving five others dead, au-
thorities said.

At least three attackers attempted to 
enter the Sessions Court at Charsadda 
district through the main gate when the 
complex was crowded, media reports 
said. The terrorists suddenly opened 
fire and threw grenades, prompting po-

lice and security forces to fire back, the 
Dawn said after speaking to officers and 
witnesses.

One of the bombers was killed in the 
firing at the gate and a second died as he 
entered the court. The third bomber was 
killed when he detonated his explosives, 
police told the Dawn.

Police officer Fayaz Khan was quoted as 
saying that five civilians were also killed in 
the terror attack, for which the outlawed 
Jamaat-ul-Ahrar claimed responsibility.

Cairo: Scores of bodies, 
presumably of African 
migrants, washed ashore 
in Libya, in the western 
city of Zawiya on the 
Mediterranean Sea, Lib-
ya’s Red Crescent spokes-
man said on Tuesday.

At least 74 bodies were 
found on the beach in 
Zawiya but the circum-
stances of their drown-
ing remained a mystery, 
the aid organisation’s 
spokesman Mohammed 
al-Misrati told The Asso-
ciated Press.

The bodies washed 
ashore overnight but 
there was apparently no 
sign of a wrecked boat 
or vessel that they could 
have been on. The agency 
posted on its Twitter ac-
count photographs of 

dozens of bodies in white 
and black body bags lined 
up along the shore.

Al-Misrati said the lo-
cal authorities would take 
the bodies to a cemetery 
in the capital of Tripoli 
that’s allocated for un-
identified persons.

Migrant deaths have 
risen to record levels 
along the Libya-Italy 
smuggling route across 
the Mediterranean Sea.

Last week, Fabrice Leg-
geri, director of the Eu-
ropean Border and Coast 
Guard Agency, said the 
Libya-Italy smuggling 
route across the Medi-
terranean has seen re-
cord numbers of migrant 
drowning deaths in 2016.

According to Leggeri, the 
recorded migrant deaths 

along the central Medi-
terranean route stood at 
4,579 last year, which still 
might be much less than 
the true loss of life. That’s 
compared to 2,869 deaths 
in 2015 and 3,161 in 2014. 
There is little sign of the 
surge abating, even during 
wintertime. There were 228 
recorded deaths in January, 
by far the biggest monthly 
toll in recent years. Leggeri 
blamed the very small din-
ghies and such poor vessels 
for the high death rate.

In Libya, the turmoil 
engulfing this North Afri-
can country has become a 
death trap for thousands 
of migrants, most of them 
from sub-Saharan Afri-
can countries, seeking to 
escape poverty and find a 
better life in Europe.

Iran’s Ayatollah Ali Khamenei calls 
Israel a ‘fake’ nation, ‘dirty chapter’

France ‘attack plot’: 
Three arrested

China building third aircraft 
carrier, plans to build more

Trump’s new national security 
adviser a soldier-scholar

8 die in Pakistan suicide attack
74 bodies of migrants wash 

ashore in Libya: Red Crescent

Chinese experts said China is on course to build 5-6 aircraft carriers. AP

At least 74 bodies were found on the beach in Zawiya but the cir-
cumstances of their drowning remained a mystery, the aid organisa-
tion’s spokesman Mohammed al-Misrati told The Associated Press.
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New Delhi, Feb 21 (IANS) The 
government has given over Rs 153.5 
crore reward money to nearly 10 
lakh citizens under its scheme to in-
centivise digital payments and make 
India a less cash economy, NITI 
Aayog head Amitabh Kant said on 
Tuesday. The winners include over 
9.2 lakh consumers and 56,000 mer-
chants, Kant said, citing the figures 
by the National Payments Corpora-
tion of India (NPCI), which has been 
executing the schemes -- launched 
on December 25 last year in the af-
termath of the government’s No-

vember 8 demonetisation move.  
The scrapping of the large currency 
notes of 500 and 1,000 rupee notes 
created an unprecedented crash 
crunch with people across the coun-
try queuing up outside banks and 
ATMs to withdraw their own money. 

The government then encour-
aged people to go for digital trans-
actions and launched the Lucky 
GrahakYojna (LGY) for consumers 
and Digi-DhanVyaparYojna (DVY) 
for merchants to incentivise them 
and promote digital payments. The 
schemes will remain open until April 

14.  There are 15,000 daily winners 
qualifying for total prize money of Rs 
1.5 crore, as per the schemes. In ad-
ditional to this there are over 14,000 
weekly winners qualifying for total 
prize money of over Rs 8.3 crore ev-
ery week.  Customers and merchants 
who use RuPay Card, BHIM/UPI, 
USSD based *99# service and Aad-
haar Enabled Payment Service are 
eligible for wining daily and weekly 
lucky draw prizes. According to the 
data available until February 20, 
some 120 consumers have won prize 
money worth Rs 1 lakh each, Kant 
said, adding that nearly 4,000 mer-
chants have also won price money of 
Rs 50,000 each. “It has been 58 days 
since the launch of NITI Aayog’s 
two incentive schemes …and the 
public response has been quite en-
couraging,” the NITI Ayog chairman 
said.   “The initiative to make digi-
tal payments a mass movement in 
India through the two schemes has 
made headway across the country 
with more and more people adopt-
ing digital transactions.”  Accord-
ing to the NCPI data, Maharashtra, 
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra 
Pradesh and Delhi have emerged as 
the top five places with a maximum 
number of winners. 

e-payment reward: 10 lakh users 
get Rs 153.5 crore

Tata Chemicals shuts Haldia plant for 

pipeline relocation

Guwahati, Feb 21 (IANS) The 
Central government will clear en-
tire outstanding oil royalty dues 
of Assam -- to the tune of Rs 6,320 
crore -- over a period of three fi-
nancial years, a state minister said 
on Tuesday.  Addressing a a press 
conference here, Assam Finance 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
said the amount has been pending 
due to a case in the Supreme Court 
since 2008.  “While the central gov-
ernment will pay first instalment of 
Rs 948 crore in the current finan-
cial year, the second instalment of 

Rs 2,844 crore will be cleared by 
2017-18 fiscal. Similarly, the third 
instalment of Rs 2,528 crore will be 
paid in the subsequent financial 
year 2018-19,” said Sarma.  This 
amount of Rs 6,320 crore is in ad-
dition to Rs 1,450 crore, which has 
already been released by the cen-
tral government, Sarma added.  
“The issue was pending since 2008 
when there was a Congress gov-
ernment at the Centre as well as in 
Assam. The state government was 
fighting in the apex court over the 
royalty since 2008,” Sarma said.  “I 

would like to thank Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for taking the ini-
tiative and solving the long-pend-
ing issue,” said the Assam Finance 
Minister.  “It is an achievement on 
our part that we have been able 
to receive such a huge amount in 
less than nine months of coming 
to power in Assam. This is going 
to improve the financial condi-
tion of Assam to a great extent,” 
he said.  He expressed the hope 
that next year’s budget in Assam 
would have at least Rs 1,000-crore 
in surplus.

Kolkata, Feb 21 (IANS) Tata Chemicals on Tues-
day said that its fertiliser plant in West Bengal’s Hal-
dia would remain shut from February 21 to April 15, 
on account of “ammonia pipeline relocating project 
hook-up and commissioning”. “...we wish to now in-
form you that the Haldia plant will remain shut from 
February 21, 2017, to April 15, 2017, on account of 
ammonia pipeline relocating project hook-up and 

commissioning, along with annual shutdown of the 
plant for planned repair and maintenance work,” the 
company said in a regulatory filing to BSE.  The plant 
manufactures DAP (Diammonium phosphate), SSP 
(Single superphosphate) and complex NPK (Nitrogen, 
Phosphorus, Potassium) fertilisers wherein ammonia 
is used as one of the feedstock.  The company had 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with San-
jana Cryogenics Storage (SCSL), its ammonia terminal 
operator, for rerouting a portion of the ammonia pipe-
line that runs from Haldia Dock to ammonia storage 
tank.  The pipeline re-routing activity has been done 
on the directive of Kolkata Port Trust for facilitating 
to set up a Multi-Modal Terminal Hub at Haldia by 
Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI), the com-
pany said.  It had earlier said the expected pipeline re-
routing would be scheduled in February-March 2017 
for about five weeks. Prior to that, it also had said the 
activity was likely to cause a shutdown of operations 
by about five weeks in September-October 2016 due 
to interruption of ammonia supply to the TCL-Haldia 
phosphatic fertiliser plant.

Centre to pay oil royalty dues to 
Assam: State minister

Asia-Pacific free trade talks 
progressing well: China

New Delhi, Feb 21 (IANS) At a 
time when cyber attacks are increas-
ing by day, the government through 
its Computer Emergency Response 
Team (CERT-in) on Tuesday 
launched “Cyber Swachhta Kendra” 
-- a new desktop and mobile security 
solution for a secure cyber space in 
the country. The new solution will 
notify, enable cleaning and secure 
systems of end-users to prevent fur-
ther infections.  “Launched ‘Cyber 
Swachhta Kendra’ (Botnet Cleaning 
and Malware Analysis Centre), an 
imp milestone in various initiatives 
taken on Cyber Security,” tweeted 
Union IT and Electronics Minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad.  “Launched 
USB Pratirodh, which will control 
the unauthorised usage of remov-

able USB storage media devices like 
pen drives, external hard drives. 
Launched App Samvid, to protect 
Desktops from suspicious applica-
tions from running,” the minister 
added. USB Pratirodh is a desktop 
security solution that controls the us-
age of removable storage media like 
pen drives, external hard drives and 
other USB-supported mass storage 
devices.  

M-Kavach tool offers a compre-
hensive mobile device security solu-
tion for Android devices addressing 
threats related to mobile phones.  

The move comes at a time when 
over 50,300 cybersecurity incidents 
like phishing, website intrusions and 
defacements, virus and denial of ser-
vice attacks have been observed in 

the country during 2016. 
“As per the information reported 

to and tracked by Indian Computer 
Emergency Response Team (CERT-
In), a total number of 44,679, 49,455 
and 50,362 cyber security incidents 
were observed during the years 2014, 
2015 and 2016, respectively,” Minis-
ter of State for Electronics and IT PP 
Chaudhary said in a written reply to 
the Lok Sabha earlier this month. The 
Cyber Swachhta Kendra is part of the 
government of India’s Digital India 
initiative under the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information Technology 
(MeitY).  The Cyber Swachhta Ken-
dra complies with the objectives of 
the National Cyber Security Policy 
which aims at creating a secure cy-
ber eco-system in the country.  

‘Cyber Swachhta Kendra’ launched 
to prevent cyber attacks

New Delhi, Feb 21 (IANS) Tak-
ing the competition from Apple’s 
iPhone7 and Google Pixel head 
on in the premium segment in In-
dia, Taiwanese smartphone maker 
HTC Corporation on Tuesday 
launched HTC U Ultra and HTC U 
Play devices which are priced at Rs 
59,990 and Rs 39,990, respectively.

HTC U Ultra and HTC U Play 
will be available in the Indian mar-
ket from March 6 and mid-March, 
respectively.  Both the devices 
come with 3D-contoured, liquid-
adaptive HTC U sonic technology 
for personalised hearing experi-
ence and a unique combination of 
MegaPixel and UltraPixel camera 
technology on the front to provide 

vivid light, colour and detail.   “Our 
focus is on design, quality, HD 
adaptive audio and artificial in-
telligence (AI) integration for the 
discerning customer looking for 
a premium product with a global 
appeal,” Faisal Siddiqui, Presi-
dent-South Asia, HTC, told report-
ers here.  The HTC U Ultra comes 

equipped with the dual display, 
HTC Sense companion, U Sonic 
and Voice recognition. The device 
has 16MP UltraPixel camera in the 
front and 12MP UltraPixel main 
camera.  HTC U Ultra and U Play 
comes in 64GB memory variant.  

The HTC U Play with a 5.2-inch 
display and is available in Iceberg 
White, Indigo Blue, Black Oil and 
Cosmic Pink Gold colours.

“The launch of the HTC ‘U’ se-
ries marks the beginning of our 
several exciting launches in India 
this year,” Siddiqui added.  The 
devices come with a one-year in-
surance that covers liquid damage 
and any physical damage to the 
phones.

Chennai, Feb 21 (IANS) The 
Board of Directors of IDBI Bank 
on Tuesday approved sale of the 
bank’s non-core investments.

In a regulatory filing in BSE, 
the bank said its Board has ap-
proved in-principle a proposal 

to divest some of its non-core 
investments subject to compli-
ance with all applicable laws 
and regulations and subject to 
final approval to be obtained 
for each transaction by Del-
egated Authority. The bank also 
said the Board did not discuss 
the issue of issuing capital at 
its meeting as the agenda could 
not be submitted for discus-
sion. According to IDBI Bank, 
the issue of capital may be dis-
cussed in a subsequent Board 
meeting.

HTC launches premium ‘U’ series 
of smartphones in India

IDBI Bank to divest non-core 
investments

New Delhi, Feb 21 (IANS) Union 
Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu on 
Tuesday urged real estate develop-
ers to take up affordable housing 
projects in a big way while stress-
ing that the future of the real estate 
sector lay there. “The government’s 
focus on ensuring Housing for All in-
cluding the Middle Income Groups 
offers immense opportunities both 
at the bottom and the middle of the 
pyramid which needs to be seized 
by the developers who have seen 
ups and downs in recent year,” the 
Union Minister of Housing and Ur-
ban Poverty Alleviation said.  He was 
speaking at a conference on “Real 
Estate Sector-Post Remonetisation 

and RERA” organised by PHD Cham-
bers. Naidu said the government has 
paid more attention to the real es-
tate sector than any other sector by 
announcing more than 20 support-
ing measures to revive it. “Low-cost 
long-term financing under infra-
structure status, tax concessions and 
central assistance under Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana and the scale 
of housing needs of these sections 
make affordable housing the best 
investment opportunity and devel-
opers are left with no further excuses 
for not seizing this opportunity,” 
Naidu said.He said that various ini-
tiatives of the government includ-
ing the Real Estate (Regulation and 

Development) Act, 2016, the Benami 
Properties Act and note withdrawal 
have enabled a new real estate eco-
system based on 4 ‘Cs’ viz., Char-
acter, Credibility, Confidence and 
Cash that would help revive the sec-
tor. He said that while the Real Estate 
Act removes the taint restoring the 
character of the sector leading to 
credibility and enhanced confidence 
of buyers, central assistance, re-
duced interest rates and tax conces-
sions keep more cash in the hands of 
buyers.  Stating that his ministry has 
so far approved construction of over 
16 lakh affordable houses for urban 
poor with an investment of about Rs 
90,000 crore and central assistance 
of about Rs 25,000 crore, Naidu ex-
pressed concern over private devel-
opers not taking up any projects so 
far.He urged them to change their 
mindsets and outlook and take up 
affordable housing projects given 
the business logic that goes with it 
in the changing context.Naidu said 
that his ministry would soon con-
vene a Round Table with real estate 
bodies and representatives of banks 
and Housing Financing Companies 
and others concerned to deliberate 
on the road ahead for promoting af-
fordable housing so that the target 
of ensuring Housing for All by 2022 
would be met.

Future of real estate sector is in 
affordable housing: Naidu

Beijing, Feb 21 (IANS) China’s 
Trade Minister on Tuesday said 
talks on the proposed Asia-Pacific 
free trade agreement are progress-
ing well, after the US withdrew 
from the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) Agreement last month.  Gao 
Hucheng said at a news conference 
in Beijing that talks for setting up the 
Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership -- that would include 
16 countries from the Asia-Pacific 

region -- are progressing smoothly, 
and expressed confidence that they 
will be concluded soon after certain 
challenges were addressed, Efe news 
reported.  “Globalisation is not the 
problem, the problem is how to dis-
tribute the benefits of globalisation,” 
Gao said, adding that no country can 
afford a return to the pre-globalisa-
tion era.  US President Donald Trump 
has threatened to impose tariffs on 
products imported from China, and 

Gao said Beijing will carefully study 
such measures and adopt an appro-
priate stance when it happens.  “Co-
operation benefits both, while con-
frontation can only hurt,” he noted, 
while dismissing speculation that the 
two largest global economies were 
going to begin a trade war.  RCEP, a 
free trade initiative backed by China 
as an alternative to the TPP (which it 
was not part of), also comprises the 
ten member states of the Association 

of South East Asian Nations, besides 
Australia, South Korea, India, Japan 
and New Zealand. Talks for the RCEP 
began in 2013, and are set to contin-
ue at a meeting in Kobe, Japan, said 
Gao.  The last round of talks was host-
ed by Indonesia in December 2016.  
Gao stressed that China is looking to 
play a leading role in these meetings, 
where it will try to encourage all par-
ticipants to resolve differences and 
reach an agreement.  He added that 
Beijing is also keen to promote its 
integration into the world economy 
through the New Silk Road, an initia-
tive through which China is seeking 
to improve connectivity with the rest 
of Asia, besides Africa and Europe.
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RBI braces up for a
less-cash economy

Some of the steps being
taken by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to
reduce dependence
on cash for transactions

RBI has unveiled several digital payment gateways:
BharatQR Unified Payments Interface (UPI) Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS)
The National Unified USSD Platform (NUUP) The Aadhaar Payment Bridge
� � �

� �

�

�

Faster payment processing with
frequent settlement cycles is on anvil

Quicker and easier mobile banking
services via feature phones

�

�

ATMs and Point of Sale (POS) terminals to be increased
BBPS to be extended to all utility services

� Migration to chip based debit/credit cards
from the current magnetic strip cards by Dec 2018

� RBI installing infrastructure for banks
to report instances of fraud electronically

� Launch of Electronic Banking
Awareness and Training (e-BAAT)
program to educate users

Source: RBI’s Statement on Payment and Settlement SystemsVision

Digital Payment Gateways

Speed of Transactions Improving Accessibility

Improving Digital Security

Fraud Reporting

Customer Education
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Seoul, Feb 21 (IANS) Hyundai Mo-
tor, South Korea’s biggest car man-
ufacturer, launched new research 
centres to develop core technolo-
gies, the company announced on 
Tuesday.

Hyundai said it established the 
Strategic Technology Research In-
stitute, an integrated research centre 
to develop robotics, artificial intelli-
gence, new materials, and informa-
tion and communications technol-
ogy, Xinhua news agency reported.  
Based on the newly developed tech-

nologies, Hyundai planned to cre-
ate new business models in a bid 
to become a market shaper rather 
than remain a follower.  The South 
Korean company also announced 
last week that it launched a new re-
search centre to focus on driverless 
car technology, named Intelligent 
Safety Technology Centre.  The self-
driving cars have increasingly been 
in the limelight as the cars, which 
can drive without human input, can 
become a key market for the global 
auto industry.  According to mar-
ket researcher Juniper Research, 
around 22 million driverless cars 
are forecast to be sold around the 
world by 2025.  Hyundai integrated 
personnel and divisions to build the 
autonomous driving research insti-
tute to achieve its goal of develop-
ing cars that can technically delete 
a steering wheel from the cabin in 
the end.

Kolkata, Feb 21 (IANS) As the government has been reducing its 
borrowing programme, the vacuum is going to be filled by corpo-
rate bonds, a senior SEBI official said on Tuesday. “As the Centre’s 

borrowing programme is going to come down, the space is going to 
be taken over by corporate bonds,” Securities and Exchange Board 
of India (SEBI) Member G. Mahalingam said here.  “As the govern-
ment is going to be more and more oriented towards fiscal rectitude, 
we talked a lot about political lack of homogeneity in thought. The 
previous government left with a fiscal target of 3.2 per cent and this 
government took over with the same fiscal target in mind,” he said 
at a conference on bond market organised by Assocham.Mahalin-
gam said the bond market today is developing not simply only on 
its own but also because the government has yielded a lot of space 
to the bonds.“The government was borrowing around Rs 5.80 lakh 
crore just a couple of years back. The government now is budgeting 
to borrow just about Rs 3.48 lakh crore. Where does this Rs 2 lakh 
crore space get filled up? This is where the corporate bond market 
has to play a very important role,” said the official of India’s capital 
markets regulator.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is reducing both SLR (statutory 
liquidity ratio) and Held-to-Maturity Security portfolio of the bank’s 
overall portfolio.  “All this is going to augur very well for the corpo-
rate bond market,” he added.A study prepared by CRISIL and Asso-
cham said that despite a string of measures taken over many years, 
the corporate bond market in India remains shallow compared with 
government securities, leave alone equities.

New Delhi, Feb 21 (IANS) India 
aims to bring high-speed digital con-
nectivity to every village by 2018 and 
is keen to share expertise in the area 
with other nations, the government 
said on Tuesday. 

“India’s Department of Telecom, 
under the Universal Services Obliga-
tion (USO) fund, is working to bring 
high-speed broadband to every vil-
lage in the country by 2018,” Tele-
com Secretary J.S. Deepak said at the 
global conference here organised by 

the Telecom Equipment and Services 
Export Promotion Council (TEPC).  
“The government is working to bring 
the game-changing impact of tech-
nology to all our six lakh villages and 
the optical fibre network to all rural 
areas,” he added. 

Noting that the Indian telecom 
was currently the “most happening 
infrastructural sector in the coun-
try”, Deepak dwelt on the unique ad-
vantage of Indian products.“Indian 
products offer the unique advantage 

of impeccable quality at affordable 
prices,” he said, adding these are 
based on the “state-of-the-art tech-
nology” and are “future proof, in that, 
they can be upgraded and upscaled 
and don’t have to be thrown away”. 
Pointing out that Indian products are 
“robust”, designed for tough climatic 
and dusty conditions, Deepak said 
that telecom manufacturing in India 
was characterised by the synergy be-
tween hardware and software.“Lastly, 
we have a fast-growing startup eco 
system, the second largest in the 
world,” he added. In his Union Bud-
get presented on February 1, Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley said the govern-
ment would allocate Rs 10,000 crore 
to expand the Bharat Net project in 
2017-18 for high-speed broadband. 
Bharat Net was rebranded from the 
earlier National Optic Fibre Network 
(NOFN) project in April 2015, and 
aims to cover a total of 2.5 lakh village 
panchayats.The Bharat Net project is 
funded under the USOF set up in 2012 
for providing telecom services in rural 
areas at subsidised rates.

Mumbai, Feb 21 (IANS) The an-
nouncement of a share buy-back 
by an IT major, along with broadly 
positive global cues and healthy 
buying support in the banking sec-
tor led the key Indian equities indi-
ces on Tuesday to touch their new 
closing highs of 2017. The wider 
51-scrip Nifty of the National Stock 
Exchange (NSE) rose by 28.65 
points or 0.32 per cent to 8,907.85 
points.The barometer 30-scrip 
sensitive index (Sensex) of the BSE, 
which opened at 28,716.70 points, 
closed at 28,761.59 points -- up 
100.01 points or 0.35 per cent, from 
the previous close at 28,661.58 
points.The Sensex touched a high 
of 28,801.00 points and a low of 
28,597.33 points during the intra-
day trade.The BSE market breadth 
was tilted in favour of the bulls -- 
with 1,552 advances and 1,271 de-
clines. In terms of broader markets, 
the BSE mid-cap index rose by 0.52 
per cent, while the small-cap index 
was up by 0.46 per cent.

On Monday, the benchmark in-
dices made gains on expectations 
of a share buy-back offer from IT 
major TCS and a strong rupee.

The NSE Nifty rose by 57.50 
points or 0.65 per cent to close 
at 8,879.20 points, and the BSE 
Sensex was up 192.83 points or 0.68 
per cent at 28,661.58 points. “Mar-
kets surged higher on Tuesday 
after a weak morning session and 

made fresh near term high,” Deep-
ak Jasani, Head - Retail Research, 
HDFC Securities, told IANS.

“Major Asian markets ended on 
a mixed note, while European in-
dices like DAX and CAC 40 traded 
higher.” However, caution pre-
vailed ahead of the release of the 
minutes of the US Fed’s FOMC 
(Federal Open Market Commit-
tee) and the Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s Monetary Policy Committee, 
as well as derivatives expiry.The 
RBI minutes of its last monetary 
policy review are expected to be 
released on Wednesday, while the 
derivatives expiry will take place on 
Thursday, February 23.

Anand James, Chief Market 
Strategist at Geojit BNP Paribas Fi-
nancial Services, said: “With India 
VIX (Volatility Index), an indicator 
of volatility easing, investors were 
encouraged to push higher, shrug-
ging off the indecisiveness that 
has crept in ahead of RBI-FOMC 
minutes.”“Even though the buy-
back candidates in the IT sector 
cooled off, potential M&A (merg-
ers and acquisitions) activity in 
the banking space and easing of 
foreign direct investment (FDI) 
rules in state run banks, lent posi-
tivity,” James added.In terms of 
investments, the provisional data 
with exchanges showed that for-
eign institutional investors (FIIs) 
sold stocks worth Rs 1,435.76 crore, 

whereas the domestic institutional 
investors (DIIs) purchased scrip 
worth Rs 1,535.44 crore.Comment-
ing on the sector-specific move-
ment, Dhruv Desai, Director and 
Chief Operating Officer of Trade-
bulls, said: “IT and banking sector 
stocks witnessed good recovery 
from lower levels in the second half 
of the session.”“Pharma, textile, 
aviation and media-entertainment 
sector stocks traded with firm sen-
timents, while auto, oil-gas, FMCG, 
cement and power sector stocks 
traded with mixed sentiments due 
to profit booking.”Sector-wise, the 
S&P BSE consumer durables index 

augmented by 330.53 points, fol-
lowed by the banking index, which 
surged by 227.75 points, and the oil 
and gas index, which increased by 
109.21 points.On the other hand, the 
S&P BSE telecom index slipped by 
30.77 points, the Teck (technology, 
media and entertainment) index 
fell by 29.47 points, and the IT index 
was down 17.32 points.Major Sensex 
gainers on Tuesday were: Axis Bank, 
up 4.99 per cent at Rs 504.60; Asian 
Paints, up 1.61 per cent at Rs 991.15; 
Reliance Industries, up 1.36 per cent 
at Rs 1,088.25; HDFC, up 1.27 per 
cent at Rs 1,411.95; and Adani Ports, 
up 1.18 per cent at Rs 304.05.

TCS shares buy-back, positive 
global cues lift equities

Gemalto launches eSIM 
technology for Windows 10 devices

Apple reportedly working on 
Siri-powered speaker

Hyundai launches new research
centres for core technologies

Corporate bonds to fill void as government 
cuts borrowing: SEBI

‘India aims to bring broadband to 
every village by 2018’
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New Delhi, Feb 21 (IANS) Global digi-
tal security firm Gemalto on Tuesday 
announced it will make available its 
On-Demand Connectivity and eSIM 
technology for Microsoft’s Windows 
10 devices. The eSIM is designed to 
be remotely provisioned by mobile 
network operators with subscription 
information and is globally interoper-
able across all carriers, device makers 
and technology providers implement-

ing the specification.Gemalto’s On-
Demand Connectivity solution gives 
service providers the capability to de-
liver a seamless customer experience 
for connecting consumer and indus-
trial devices. “eSIM technology remains 
an important investment for Microsoft 
as we look to create even more mobile 
computing opportunities,” said Roanne 
Sones, General Manager (Strategy and 
Ecosystem), Microsoft. The joint effort 
by Gemalto and Microsoft is aimed at 
providing end users a secure connec-
tivity experience.   “Gemalto has cre-
ated a complete range of subscription 
management software and services to 
manage the eSIM life cycle in mobile 
devices,” said Rodrigo Serna, Senior 
Vice President of Mobile Services and 
IoT Americas at Gemalto.

New York, Feb 21 (IANS) US tech giant 
Apple is reportedly working on Siri-pow-
ered speaker just like Amazon Echo -- an ar-
tificial intelligence (AI)-based speaker that 
can be controlled by voice.  "The future goal 
of the technology is to utilise Siri as an 'om-
nipresent AI assistant across devices' rather 

than have a central hub," appleinsider.com 
reported on Tuesday.   The Siri-controlled 
device would likely carry out the same tasks 
that the personal digital assistant already 
does on iPhones and iPads. Earlier this 
week, Apple acquired Israel-based start-up 
"RealFace" that develops deep learning-
based face authentication technology. Set 
up in 2014 by Adi Eckhouse Barzilai and 
Aviv Mader, RealFace has developed a fa-
cial recognition software that offers users a 
smart biometric login, aiming to make pass-
words redundant when accessing mobile 
devices or PCs, the Times of Israel reported.

Hyderabad, Feb 21 (IANS) 
Panasonic India on Tuesday an-
nounced three new models of 
rugged tablets to help the In-
dian enterprises handle heavy-
duty workload. Toughpad FZ-N1 
comes at Rs 99,000, FZ-F1 at Rs 
1,09,000 and FZ-A2 will cost Rs 
1,20,000."The rugged handheld 

devices give companies an up-
to-date, powerful and purpose-
built solution that will improve 
efficiency, productivity and bot-
tom-line performance for years 
to come," said Vijay Wadhwan, 
Associate Director (System and 
Solution Business), Panasonic 
India, in a statement.FZ-F1 

and FZ-N1 devices come with 
4.7-inches HD screen, along with 
2.3Ghz quad-core Qualcomm 
Snapdragon.   FZ-F1 runs on 
Windows 10 IoT Mobile Enter-
prise and FZ-N1 on Android 5.1.1 
(Lollipop).

FZ-A2 Toughpad comes with 
10.1-inch WUXGA sceen and 
runs the latest Android 6.0 
Marshmallow operating system 
with "Enterprise Security from 
Android for Work" feature.  The 
lightweight device is equipped 
with Intel AtomTM x5-Z8550 
Quad Core processor with 4GB 
RAM and a 32GB embedded 
Multi-Media Controller (eMMC). 
"Panasonic Toughpad enjoys a 
65 per cent leadership in rugged 
notebooks and tablets. With the 
introduction of the new products 
in the Toughbook and Tough-
pad series, we aim to increase 
our market share to over 70 per 
cent", added Gunjan Sachdev, 
National Business Head, Tough-
book and Toughpad Division.

Panasonic launches three new 
'Toughpad' tablets
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IND v Aus : This squad has become self-sufficient, says Kumble
PUNE   FEB 21  (IANS) :   He feels 

privileged to be India’s national cricket 
coach but the legendary Anil Kumble on 
Tuesday said it has been more satisfying 
to see Virat Kohli and Co. become self-
sufficient in dealing with challenges both 
on and off the field.

“I have been privileged to have a chance 
to work this young lot for the last ten 
months. It’s nice to see this squad grow 
and understand situations and come 
up with solutions. You want team to be 
self-sufficient and not look over their 
shoulders for advice,” Kumble said in a 
press conference ahead of the Test series 
against Australia, starting on Thursday.

“I have tried to create an environment 
where the players can look for solutions 
on the field and off it as well,” added the 
former captain. He also praised some 
individual displays, like off-spinner 
Ravichandran Ashwin becoming the fastest 
to 250 Test wickets. “Some of them have 
played 40-45 Tests. Virat has played over 
50. Achievements as an individual, people 

have had. They have all achieved quite a 
bit and someone like Ashwin is the fastest 
to reach 250 wickets in Test history, that’s 

something which is amazing,” Kumble 
said. “Those kinds of performers are really 
good to have in the squad and I am really 

happy I have had the opportunity to work 
with all of them,” he added. The team is 
carrying 16 players even for the home 
series and Kumble said it has been done to 
cover for eventualities like injuries.

“We want to put together a squad which 
we want to keep going forward. They all 
want to be a part of the team and for us 
to build a champion side - this is the 14th 
Test out of 17 this season.

 It’s keeping the team together that has 
got these results,” he said.

“We want options for any eventuality. 
We had injuries in the past just before the 
game or on day of match. We want to keep 
team together and build on who will be a 
part of the Test arena, barring one or two, 
for a long time,” he added.

The squad has also carried a few 
domestic pace bowlers and the coach said 
this was done looking ahead to the future 
requirements.  I haven’t had a chance to 
work with them. I hardly get time to look at 
other domestic bowlers so I try and engage 
them ahead of a Test match.

Harika beats Dzagnidze; in sight of semis
TEHRAN  FEB 21  (IANS) :  

GGrandmaster Dronavalli Harika 
came within striking distance of 
securing a semifinal berth after 
defeating Nana Dzagnidze of 
Georgia in the first game of the 
quarterfinals of the World women’s 
chess championship, here.

The victory in the first game of 
the two-game mini-match means 
that the Indian will now just need a 
draw in the return game to qualify 
to the next round that will have just 
four remaining from the original 
64-participants in the knockout 

championship. Second seed Anna 
Muzychuk of Ukraine was the 
other winner of the day as she 
accounted for former champion 
Antoaneta Stefanova of Bulgaria. 

The other former winner 
Alexandra Kosteniuk of Russia 
was held to a draw by Ni Shiqun 
of China while the all Chinese duel 
between Tan Zhongyi and top seed 
Ju Wenjun also ended in a peace 
result. Like Harika, Muzychuk is 
also just a draw away from entering 
the last-four stage while rating 
favourites Wenjun and Kosteniuk 

will try harder in the return games 
when they play with white pieces.

Harika was up against a French 
defense and her choice of Tarrasch 
defense led to a miniscule 
advantage in the middle game. It 
was a pretty fine game from both 
sides till Dzagnidze fell for a fine 
tactical trick on the 39th move.

The Georgian could not spot a 
forcing drawing variation with her 
clock ticking away and allowed 
Harika to invade the eighth rank 
with her queen. Soon Harika won 
Dzagnidze’s queen and wrapped 

up the game in 47 moves.
Nerves will play a crucial role 

in the return game now as Harika 
needs a draw with black pieces 
and Dzagnidze has to go all out. 
The Indian has been in similar 
situations before as she made it to 
the Semis in the last two knockout 
world championships also. The 
stakes are getting higher in the 
450000 USD prize money event.

Anna Muzychuk had a relatively 
smooth sailing even after Stefanova 
got a decent position in the middle 
game arising out of a Breyer Ruy 

Lopez. It was in time trouble that 
the Bulgarian went wrong and her 
position collapsed in quick time.

LONDON  FEB 21  (IANS) : 
England all-rounder Ben Stokes, who 
became the highest paid overseas 
player in the Indian Premier League 
auction, is excited about sharing the 
dressing room with Steven Smith and 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni in his maiden 
stint at the cash-rich event.

England players landed lucrative 
deals at the auction on Monday with 
Stokes bagging the biggest of them all 
after being bought for Rs 14.5 crore 
by Rising Pune Supergiants.

“I am really looking forward to 
playing with MS Dhoni and Steven 
Smith. It will be great to share the 
dressing room with both these 
players. Dhoni is one of the biggest 
players in the world and Smith too is 
one of the best. 

While I have had some heated 
moments against Smith, looking 
forward to play alongside him. He is 
an amazing player,” Stokes said in a 
Facebook chat on his official page.

The all-rounder had a good last 
year and was impressive during the 
recent series in India even though 
England lost the Test, ODI and T20 
series. Pune is the home ground for 
Supergiants and Stokes is looking 
forward to play there. 

“Pune is one of my favourite 
grounds. I had a great time during 
the ODI series against India and I 
am looking forward to coming back 
at this venue.” Stokes also made 
it clear that he will be available for 
most of the IPL.

Wozniacki gets back to work with Dubai win
DUBAI  FEB 21  (IANS) :   Two days afar 

playing the Doha final, Caroline Wozniacki 
plunged straight back to work on Monday at 
the Dubai Tennis Championships with a 6-2, 
7-5 first-round defeat of Darya Kasatkina.

Former WTA world number one 
Wozniacki had only limited turnaround 
time to adjust to what many feel is a faster 
court in the emirate compared to last 
week’s venue.

“Unfortunately I didn’t have a bye which 
I would have loved right now. Anyway, I’m 
through to the next round. I’m not gonna 
complain. It’s all right. I’m just gonna grind 
it out,” the Dane said.

“It could have had an easier first round, 
I was really pleased with how I was able 
to just stay focused out there from the 
beginning. It’s much different conditions 
here. The ball is flying. The court is faster 
than in Doha.

“I didn’t really know how I was going 
to play to start off with. Generally, I was 
pleased with my game.”

Olympic champion Monica Puig ignored 
back pain to defeat Yaroslava Shvedova 6-3, 

4-6, 6-4 to reach the second round.
The Puerto Rican, a Doha semi-finalist 

who lost to Wozniacki last week, was 
stretched out on court for treatment but 
managed to find her reserves to advance 
past the Kazakh.

“There was just some soreness,” world 
number 42 Puig said. “I need to get my 
body as recovered as possible but I’m 
feeling good after this win.”

Puig had lost three of four matches 
against Shvedova, winning their last in 
Toronto in 2015.

“It’s good to have a match that pushes 
you a little bit, so then you start getting into 
the rhythm.” she added.

“You really have to be on your toes in 
every point -- I’m just happy that I got 
through today.” Puig’s success marked her 
first Dubai win after a loss in the first round 
two years ago. She will next play France’s 

Caroline Garcia.
High-ranking seeds led by Angelique 

Kerber go into second-round action on 
Tuesday after byes at the Aviation club.

US Open finalist Karolina Pliskova is 
seeded second ahead of Slovak Dominika 
Cibulkova.

Teenaged American Catherine Bellis 
made a winning debut as the 17-year-old 
beat Yulia Putintseva of Kazakhstan 6-1, 
7-5.

The match was the first this season for 
Bellis, who suffered a strained hamstring 
as well as a muscle problem after a surprise 
run to the US Open third round.

China’s Peng Shuai ousted Lesia 
Tsurenko of the Ukraine 6-1, 6-1 while 
Kristina Mladenovic of France defeated 
Czech Katerina Siniakova 6-3, 6-3.

Alison Riske took advantage of 11 double-
faults, breaking Australian Open semi-
finalist Coco Vandeweghe five times to post 
a 6-4, 6-4 victory.

Stokes excited 
about sharing 
dressing room 

with Smith, Dhoni

Putting politics aside, Iran beats US in World Cup final
NEW  DELHI  FEB 21  (IANS) : Iran 

defeated the United States to take the 
gold medal in wrestling’s World Cup on 
Friday, winning a match that politics 
almost prevented. Olympic silver 
medallist Komeil Ghasemi beat American 
Nick Gwiazdowski 5-0, giving Iran a 5-3 
win in the gold medal final. After the 
match, they politely shook hands in 

front of a rowdy crowd in the western 
Iranian city of Kermanshah. Ghasemi 
then held an Iranian flag above his head 
before placing it in the centre of the mat, 
dropping to his knees and planting his 
face on the flag.  The two countries have a 
friendly relationship in wrestling, but that 
was put to the test in recent weeks. Iran 
said it would stop American citizens from 

entering the country, in retaliation for 
“hostile policies” of the U.S. government. 
Those policies were U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s executive orders barring 
travellers from seven Muslim-majority 
countries, including Iran, from entering 
the United States. But federal courts 
blocked Trump’s ban, allowing Iran to lift 
its reciprocal ban and the American team 

to travel to the World Cup. USA Wrestling 
sent the first American sports team to 
compete in Iran in nearly 20 years in 1998, 
when freestyle wrestlers competed in the 
Takhti Cup in Tehran. American wrestlers 
have competed in Iran for the Takhti Cup 
nine times, while USA Wrestling said it 
has hosted teams from Iran in the United 
States 16 times since the 1990s.

MAKAROVA BEATS CIBULKOVA, ADVANCES  
                                 TO 3RD  ROUND IN DUBAI

DUBAI  FEB 21  (IANS) : Ekaterina 
Makarova followed up on her January 
upset of Dominika Cibulkova with 
another defeat for the Slovak in a 
rain-delayed second-round match at 
the Dubai Tennis Championships on 
Tuesday.

The Russian who knocked Cibulkova 
out in the Melbourne third round used 
lessons learned in Australia to repeat 
the feat against the third seed, winning 
6-2, 4-6, 6-2.

“It was a tough match again against 
Domi. Like always, we have three 
sets,” the winner said. “I started really 
good with aggressive tennis.

“In the second set, maybe I started 
to think that I’m playing so good or 
she’s missing too much. I knew that 
she is a fighter and she will never give 
up, and she will fight and run and hit.

“Beating her at the Open helped a lot, 
I was believing more and I knew what 
to do, how to play, where to go, yeah, I 
was believing that I can beat her.”

The morning start had been delayed 
two hours due to light rain amid cooler 
temperatures than normal.

Cibulkova, seeded third behind 
Angelique Kerber and Karolina 
Pliskova, held a 3-1 edge over 
Makarova in their career series before 
the match.

The Slovak was playing the event for 
the sixth time but had never passed 
the third round.

Ninth seed Elena Vesnina doubled 
up the day’s Russian victory count, 
beating Misaki Doi of Japan 6-2, 7-5 
while Olympic gold medallist Monica 
Puig accounted for French 15th seed 
Caroline Garcia 6-1, 4-6, 6-2.

Neymar, Barcelona to face trial as 
Spanish court rejects their appeal in 

fraud and corruption charges
MADRID  FEB 21  (IANS) : 

A Spanish court on Monday 
dismissed appeals from 
Neymar and Barcelona over 
alleged fraud and corruption 
in the Brazilian star`s transfer 
from Santos in 2013.

The decision brings the 
possibility of the player and 
club facing trial a step closer.

Neymar`s arrival from 
Brazil`s Santos has been a 
huge success for the Spanish 
champions on the pitch but a 
judicial nightmare off it.

The 25-year-old Brazilian 
striker is being investigated 
in Brazil and Spain over his 
headline move to La Liga. 

Barcelona originally published 
the transfer figure as 57.1 
million euros ($60.6 million), 
with 40 million euros of that 
given to the player`s family.

But Spanish authorities 
believe the true transfer figure 
was at least 83 million euros.

In November, prosecutors 
recommended that the 
striker be handed a two-year 
jail sentence and a fine of 
10 million euros for alleged 
corrupt practices.

Sentences of two years or 
less are habitually suspended 
for first time offenders in 
Spain. The case initiated with 
a complaint from Brazilian 

investment company DIS, 
which owned 40 percent of 
Neymar`s sporting rights at 
the time of his transfer.

DIS received just 6.8 
million euros, 40 percent of 
the fee paid to Santos, with 
the company claiming it 
was cheated out of its real 
share because part of the 
transfer fee was concealed 
by Barcelona, Santos and the 
Neymar family.

In November, prosecutors 
recommended that the 
striker be handed a two-year 
jail sentence and a fine of 
10 million euros for alleged 
corrupt practices.



Varun Dhawan could not cast his vote 
during the Brihanmumbai Municipal 

Corporation elections 2017 - here's why...

Indian Horizon
Wednesday, February 22, 2017

Entertainment

Indian    Horizon

12

Printed, published & Owned by Dr.Rahimuddin Kemal, Printed at Kemal Publication, H.No-8-2-618/3, Road No. 11, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad. 500034, TS. Editor Mr.Fahim
Kemal. Published from Dil-a-Veez, H.No.8-2-618/3, Road No. 11, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad-500034.TS. India. Phone Nos: +91-9885003940 : Fax No: 040 23373717.

Email: indian1horizon@gmail.com feedbackhorizon@gmail.com

For people who have watched 
Rajesh Khanna‘s brooding and 
dark thriller Ittefaq, would recall 
that it was one of his best works. 
It may not have become as pop-
ular as his romantic movies, but 
in this film, he was shown in a 
completely different look. Now 
Shah Rukh Khan and Karan Jo-
har producing that fateful night 
once again for the big screen. 

The old film was simply brilliant 
and had many layers to its char-
acters. And it seems this remake 
too will be equally effective. At 
least it will be somewhat bloody! 
We are saying that based on the 
picture that Sidharth Malhotra 
shared on his Twitter account 
announcing that the film has 
gone on the floor. There’s blood 
on his hands!  Now before you 

or we get all dramatic about it, 
the image shows Sidharth hold-
ing the clapboard from one side 
and showing off a bruise. It looks 
fresh too! And the other side is 
held by Sonakshi Sinha, we are 
guessing, as there’s a lady’s hand 
with a ring on a finger. There’s 
so much promise in one pic-
ture. The film will be directed by 
Abhay Chopra. Both the actors 
shared the image saying, Sid had 
explained to DNA earlier, “It’s 
not exactly the same. The prem-
ise will be different although the 
gist is the same. It is still about 
one night but we have modified 
the script. Otherwise everyone 
knows what it’s all about and 
there would be no fun. 

All the characters here are mo-
tivated differently.

 Another thing that Sidharth 
revealed was the shorter run-
time, “Which we think will work 
for a thriller like this. it will be a 
very short, quick film. We want 
to make it in a very thrilling 
manner- in two hours or maybe 
less than that if we can. That’s 
our plan.”  The original film had 
a shorter runtime too, it was ap-
parently of 1 hour and 45 min-
utes. We think it will be a great 
idea since thrillers need to be 
taut to affect the audience and 
to make them think.

Having her Bollywood career just started, Amy Jackson 
has managed to work with some of the most phenomenal 
actors in the film industry. She is already a popular name in 
the south and now she is on a mission to make her mark in 
Bollywood too. In an exclusive interview with Bollywood-

Life, Amy talks about her next film 2.0, her experience on 
working with Akshay Kumar, Rajinikanth and Nawazuddin 
Siddiqui has been like and also reveals whether she will be 
seen opposite Salman Khan in Dabanng 3. We don’t know 
anything about your character in 2.0.   If anybody knows 
Shankar then they know that any details about roles or 
characters is forbidden. Well, that’s because he’s got so 
much vision, so much preparation behind it, obviously. 
A lot of money has gone into the film, a lot of effort and 
thought process but what I can say is my character is very 
different from anything I have played before. And its very 
different from how I am as a person. I had to completely 
change my demeanour when I had to play this character 
and I believe that I won’t get a chance to play this kind of 
role again. Its very appropriate for the film I am doing and 
its very 2.0. So I think it’s a once in a lifetime role for sure.  
This is your second film with Akshay Kumar. How is your 
rapport with him like?  Amazing! He is an awesome actor. 
Because he is such a genuinely nice person, it’s always so 
easy on set. Obviously Singh Is Bliing was so much fun, it 
was a comedy and we had a ball while we shot in Goa and 
Punjab. Now, I haven’t shot for any scenes with Akshay for 
2.0 yet. I have 15 days left on my filming process yet and 
they will all be with Akshay. We will begin next week so let’s 
see..and it will be like a nice reunion on the sets. I am very 
greedy.. Sanjay Leela Bhansali is on the top of my list. He 
just creates art, honestly and its just like a picture- perfect 
painting that comes to life when SLB does a film. Imtiaz 
Ali. I love the content of his movies and how he portrays 
his actors and actresses. I am very greedy when it comes 
to actors.. I want to work with Salman, I want to work with 
Varun, Tiger and there’s so many of them because there is 
so much talent. Everybody is so different so I’d like to work 
with each one of them.

Monali Thakur gets slut-shamed but 
has a fiery response

The first promo with Randeep Hooda as 
MTV's Big F host is out 

After tasting success with season 
one, MTV’s Big F is back. It has got 
bigger with Bollywood’s hunk Ran-
deep Hooda as the narrator. The first 
season spoke about the expression 
of love and sexuality through stories 
set in different milieus. This year, the 
show is about women and their var-
ied choices when it comes to love, sex 
and relationships and them owning 
it. The theme is women do not need 
men to spell out what they need, they 
are equipped to do it themselves. In 
the promos, we see a lesbian couple, 
a lively college girl, an overweight lady 
and more. Big F’s promo made news 
last season with Gautam Gulati kissing 
a hot model looking hot as hell. Ran-
deep is in the look of Havildar Ishar 
Singh from his upcoming film Battle 
of Saragarhi that has him play a Sikh 
military commander. We see the actor 
with the beard and thick moustache. 
While this might be disappointing for 
some who like the actor clean-shaven, 
it does give the show a lot of serious-
ness. And Randeep means business 
in the promo. The theme requires a 
level of maturity and the actor has 
that in dollops. There are few reasons 
why Randeep is the perfect host for 
the show. (Also Read: Randeep Hooda 

SUPPORTS ban on Pakistani artistes 
– Read tweets) The actor is intelli-
gent, introspective and rooted. Com-
ing from India’s heartland, he is well 
aware of how women are perceived 
by society and its chauvinistic set. He 
comes from a family where women are 
achievers. Moreover, he has done films 
that have touched upon the subject 
of sexuality whether it was the biopic 
Rang Rasiya or the cameo in Bombay 

Talkies, where he played a closeted gay 
character. This makes him an abso-
lutely perfect host for this season of Big 
F. The actor has a sizeable female fan 
following across cities and age groups.  
Season one of Big F gave us some in-
teresting stories and concepts though 
they were kinda flawed.  The episode 
that dealt with a lesbian relationship 
was much talked about.We have to 
see what gets addressed in this season. 

Amy Jackson: I can’t wait to work 
with Salman Khan

Now a lot has been speculated 
about Saif Ali Khan disapprov-
ing of Sara Ali Khan making her 
Bollywood debut with Karan 
Johar. In fact, more recently, 
Pinkvilla(entertainment portal) 
even quoted a source who further 
heated up the rumours saying, 
“Kareena and Saif have been hav-
ing some disagreements about 
Sara’s career. But Saif really does 
not want Sara to follow Alia’s foot-
steps. Kareena and her girl gang 
always talk about how Alia’s career 
wouldn’t be the way it is, if Karan 
hadn’t launched her. The industry 
apparently thinks that KJO is too 
involved in Alia’s career as he still 
keeps recommending her to biggie 
directors and mega projects. Saif 
does not wish for someone to have 
that kind of affect on Sara’s career. 
He thinks she should be more inde-
pendent.” While many including us 
were in a dilemma if these reports 
are true or no. Saif finally clears the 
air saying he would actually appre-
ciate if at all Sara becomes the next 
Alia.  Yes! Also read: Saif Ali Khan 
fears daughter Sara Ali Khan might 
become another Alia Bhatt if she 
signs a Karan Johar film! Amused 
by the baseless rumours, Saif has 
issued an official statement saying, 
“I would love Sara to be launched 
by Karan Johar.   He is one of the 
best that we have.  I keep read-
ing various reports where I am 
supposedly averse to her getting 
launched by Karan because she 
will apparently become another 

Alia Bhatt.  I would just like to say 
that if Sara becomes as successful 
as Alia is then it will be a matter of 
pride and happiness for all of us.    
That also explains why Karan was 
officially seen accompanying Sara 
at Shahid Kapoor’s pre-birthday 

bash last night. Probably, a way to 
let the world know that Sara has 
joined Karan’s camp by becoming 
the new face of his hit Student Of 
The Year franchise. Not to men-
tion, Student Of The Year 2 also 
stars Tiger Shroff as the lead hero. 

Nandita Das: We have challenges of 
working in our industry

Actress-director Nandita Das 
says it doesn’t take long for ac-
tors to get stereotyped and so, 
she empathises with those “stars” 
who refused to play the second 
lead in her upcoming directo-
rial “Manto”.  Nandita had earlier 
said that it wasn’t a piece of cake 
to finalise the cast of “Manto”, 
which she describes as “totally a 
labour of love”. She had presumed 
that there will be “young charm-
ing actors” in abundance to play 
Manto’s closest friend Shyam in 
the movie, but she says “all stars” 
whom she approached said “no” 

for the fear of looking like a sec-
ond lead.  Asked about it, Nan-
dita told IANS over phone from 
Mumbai: “They (actors) also have 
pressures. They feel ‘Oh, I will 
be seen as the second lead.’ I’m 
happy with the person whom we 
have found. It’s not about being 
the second lead. That character is 
very crucial in the film. The story is 
always bigger than one role.” “We 
(actors) have challenges of work-
ing in our industry. There is a cer-
tain perception. I understand and 
I empathise with them. If you play 
the second lead, you are branded 
as that. If somebody plays a vil-
lain, you are branded as that. You 
do certain kind of roles, and then 
you get immediately stereotyped.”

Akshay Kumar and Bhumi Pednek-
ar have wrapped up Toilet – Ek Prem 
Katha and this first still from their 
romcom is awkward yet cute! The plot 

of the film is a tribute to PM Narendra 
Modi’s Swach Bharat Abhiyaan. Ap-
parently, it’s a love story between a 
man who owns a pay-and-use toilet 

and a woman who uses it regularly. 
Cupid strikes between the two of them 
and they get hitched. Ever since the pic 
of Bhumi and Akshay surfaced, we’ve 
been waiting to see the fresh pair this 
year. This first still from the movie, 
however, gives us a mixed feeling. Rang-
ing between awkward and cute, we’re 
perplexed about whether it is a love 
story or is it them playing stereotypes 
of coming from a small town? Well, 
that’s a question we’d ask you. As you 
can see, this pic has both Akshay and 
Bhumi standing in an awkward pose 
draped in a wedding suit. This is prob-
ably the climax of the film as according 
to the storyline, the couple fall in love 
and get married later.  This is the first 
time that we’re seeing Bhumi pair up 
with Akshay. Although technically it’s 
her third film ( the, second being Man-
marziyan with Ayushmann Khurrana) 
however, her second with Khurrana 
had to be shelved. It’s quite a big step 
for Pednekar as she is working with a 
superstar. As Akshay shared this pic, he 
tweeted, “With the wrap of @ToiletThe-
Film treating you guys to a still from the 
film…Keshav and Jaya’s unique love 
story coming to you on June 2.

Here's a still from Akshay Kumar and Bhumi 
Pednekar's Toilet - Ek Prem Katha.


