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Man held for ‘driving at crowd’ 
in Belgium

‘Aadhaar-linked midday 
meals will check 

pilferage, misuse’

Ranchi, March 23 (IANS) Jharkhand BJP 
legislator Sanjiv Singh has been named 
in the murder of former Deputy Mayor of 
Dhanbad Neeraj Singh and an FIR filed 
against him, the state police said.

The First Information Report (FIR) was 
lodged by Abhishek Singh, brother of the late 
Neeraj Singh, against five persons, including 
BJP lawmaker Sanjiv Singh, according to a 
police officer here. The Jharkhand govern-
ment has constituted a Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) to probe the killing.

Dhamnad’s former Deputy Mayor Neer-
aj Singh and three other people travelling 
with him in a vehicle were gunned down on 
TUesday. According to the post-mortem ex-
amination report, more than 20 bullets were 
pumped into Neeraj Singh. 

Ranchi, March 23 (IANS) The Vishva Hindu 
Parishad (VHP) on Thursday demanded that il-
legal slaughter houses flourishing in Jharkhand 
should be closed and sealed in line with neigh-
bouring Uttar Pradesh.

“We also demand that beef should be banned 
in line with Maharashtra,” said Pramod Mishra, 
Bihar and Jharkhand VHP head to IANS.

“Both Uttar Pradesh and Jharkhand are BJP-
ruled states. But their Chief Ministers are func-
tioning differently. In Jharkhand, cow slaugh-
ter has been banned since 2005, but it has not 
been implemented effectively,” Mishra told 
IANS. 

He also said: “BJP president Amit Shah has 
fulfilled his promise in Uttar Pradesh by ensur-
ing closure of illegal slaughter houses. When 
will the abattoirs in Jharkhand be closed? When 
will the cattle smuggling stop in Jharkhand?”

“In Jharkhand cattle smuggling worth more 
than Rs 300 crore is taking place. 

Jharkhand BJP MLA booked 
for ex-Deputy Mayor’s murder

VHP demands closure of illegal 
abattoirs in Jharkhand
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Steve Waugh: There are 
elements of Ricky Ponting 

and me in Virat Kohli
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Briefs

Actress Ileana D’Cruz says her monsoon beauty 
mantra involves a good cleanse ritual 

Keep rule of law, Yogi tells UP 
cops in surprise visit; 100 cops 

suspended in 5 days

SC defers hearing in Babri 
Masjid conspiracy case

BJP-RSS targeting Bengal due to 
disappointment: Mamata

Islamic State claims London 
attacker was its ‘soldier’

Forced to travel economy class, 
Sena MP assaults Air India staffer

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath on Thurs-
day paid a surprise visit to the Haz-
ratganj Police Station in Lucknow 
to check general preparedness and 
said the rule of law will be estab-
lished in the state. Yogi, who has 
kept the Home portfolio with him-
self, took a round of the premises 
this morning, catching policemen 
and officials by surprise. “I have 
come here to inspect as to how the 
rule of law is enforced in the state 

and gauge the morale of the police, 
and see what effective action can be 
taken in this regard,” the chief min-
ister told news persons.

“The rule of law will be established 
in the state and government will not 
hesitate in taking whatever steps are 
required for peoples’ welfare,” he 
said. Yogi also enquired about the 
working of the police force from the 
officials present there and inspect-
ed the crime branch and cyber cell 
of the state police.

Kolkata, March 23 (IANS) 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Thursday 
said the RSS is targeting her 
state due to “disappointment” 
stemming from a string of poll 
defeats. “Why are you worried? 
There is no need to be excited. 

This is a result of disappoint-
ment. They have lost elections 
consecutively... in Bihar... in 
Bengal... and suddenly they 
emerge victorious in Uttar 
Pradesh. That was a one-sided 
election,” Banerjee told ABP 
Ananda in an interview. She 

was asked about the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
adopting a resolution on the 
situation in Bengal and call-
ing upon the people to coun-
ter the Banerjee government’s 
vote-bank politics. Targeting 
the Centre over its claim that 

black money was eradicated 
following demonetisation, the 
Trinamool Congress supremo 
wondered how black money 
was recovered during the UP 
assembly elections if it was 
wiped out.

“If they are claiming that 
demonetisation stopped 
black money, then how was 
black money seized in the 
elections by the Election 
Commission,” she asked.

Expressing her personal opinion 
on the UP election verdict, she said: 
“Daal mein kuchh kala hai.” (There 
is something wrong in the matter). 
“The mathematics don’t add up. 
We did so much developmental 
work, yet we got 211 seats out of 294 
in the 2016 Assembly polls but they 
(BJP) won 25 of the 403 assembly 
seats, when demonetisation had a 
negative effect,” she said, dismiss-
ing the notion that the November 8 
move had a positive impact.

New Delhi, March 23 (IANS) 
The Supreme Court on Thursday 
deferred hearing on a CBI plea 
seeking restoration of criminal 
conspiracy charge against senior 
BJP leaders in the 1992 Babri Mas-
jid demolition case, asking the 
parties to file written submission 
focusing on issues to be adjudi-
cated.

The Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) has sought the resto-
ration of the charge against senior 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) lead-
ers L.K. Advani, Murli Manohar 

Joshi, Union Minister Uma Bharti, 
Rajasthan Governor Kalyan Singh 
and others.

The investigating agency has 
challenged the May 2010 Alla-
habad High Court decision ab-
solving Advani and others of the 
charge of criminal conspiracy that 
led to the razing of the 16th cen-
tury mosque in Ayodhya of Uttar 
Pradesh on December 6, 1992.

Asking the CBI, senior BJP 
leaders and other petitioner Haji 
Mahboob Ahmed to file written 
submissions focusing on the issue 

to be adjudicated by the court, the 
bench of Justice Pinaki Chandra 
Ghose and Justice Rohinton Fali 
Nariman adjourned the hearing 
for two weeks after senior coun-
sel K.K. Venugopal appealing for 
Advani told the bench that he was 
busy in the hearing of another 
case.

The court fixed April 6 as the 
next date of hearing.

The top court had on March 
31, 2015, issued notices to Advani, 
Joshi, Uma Bharti, Kalyan Singh 
and others on the plea by CBI.

London, March 23 (IANS) 
British PM Theresa May 
says he was British-born, 
known to intelligence ser-
vices. The Islamic State 
group on Thursday claimed 
the deadly assault at the 
British parliament, as Prime 
Minister Theresa May iden-
tified the attacker as a Brit-
ish-born man known to in-
telligence services.

“An act of terrorism tried 
to silence our democracy,” 
Ms. May told a packed 
House of Commons, which 
stood for a minute’s silence 
in remembrance of the vic-
tims of Wednesday’s strike 
on the symbol of Britain’s 
democracy. “We are not 
afraid and our resolve will 
never waver in the face of 
terrorism,” Ms. May said.

Armed police have ar-
rested eight people in raids 
linked to the rampage that 

left three people dead and 
sowed panic in the heart 
of London. The IS said it 
was responsible, according 
to the Amaq propaganda 
agency linked to the jihad-
ist organisation.

“The perpetrator of yes-
terday’s attack in front of 
the British parliament was a 
soldier of the Islamic State 
and the operation was car-
ried out in response to calls 

to target coalition coun-
tries,” Amaq said citing a 
“security source”.

Defiant British lawmak-
ers returned to “business as 
usual” in the surreal silence 
of an area of central London 
normally thronged with 
tourists. Twenty-nine peo-
ple were treated in hospital, 
including seven in critical 
condition, some with “cata-
strophic” injuries. 

Mumbai, March 23 (IANS) 
Shiv Sena MP Ravindra Gai-
kwad assaulted an Air India 
staffer after he was forced to 
travel economy class though 
he had an open business 
class ticket, official sources 
said on Thursday.

The incident happened 
when flight AI852 from 
Pune landed at New Delhi 
airport around 10.30 a.m. 
on Thursday. Apparently 
nursing a grouse, Gaikwad - 
who represents Osmanabad 
(Maharashtra) in Lok Sabha 
- refused to get off the flight, 

causing inconvenience to 
other passengers and crew 
on board.

Air India sent some of-
ficials to enquire the mat-
ter and learnt that he was 
forced to travel economy 
class though he held an 
open executive class ticket. 
When they requested him 
to get up and deboard, Gai-
kwad reportedly flared up 
and assaulted them with his 
slipper, the sources said.

Later, he deboarded the 
flight. He also admitted hit-
ting the AI staffer but alleged 

they misbehaved with him. 
The sources said the flight 
was operated by an old 
ATR aircraft which has only 
economy class configura-
tion. So he could not have 
been allotted a business 
class seat.

Air India has set up a panel 
to probe the incident before 
taking any further steps.

Meanwhile, Gaikwad has 
been trolled on social me-
dia networks for his unruly 
conduct and some asked 
his party to take action 
against him.

New Delhi, March 23 (IANS) The 
BJP-led central government rejected 
the charge that it was trying to end 
reservation for SCs and STs, as the 
Lok Sabha on Thursday passed the 
Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Or-
ders (Amendment) Bill, 2017, that 
seeks to modify the list of Scheduled 
Castes in Odisha.

The Bill, introduced by Social Jus-
tice and Empowerment Minister 
Thaawar Chand Gehlot, also seeks to 
amend the Constitution (Pondicher-
ry) Scheduled Castes Order, 1964 to 
change the name of the Union Terri-
tory from Pondicherry to Puducherry 
in the Order.

Replying to a debate on the bill, 
Gehlot said the bill is one step further 
as part of the government’s resolve for 
welfare and upliftment of the people 
belonging to Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes.

“The government has adopted the 
approach of equality, coordination 
and dialogue to ensure social harmo-
ny. The laws relating to check atroci-

ties against Dalits have in fact been 
made stringent,” Gehlot said.

The Minister accused the Congress 
party of treating the weaker sections 
of society as “vote banks”.

Gehlot rejected the charge that the 
BJP-led central government was try-
ing to end reservation for SCs and STs.

“The government supports the cur-
rent system of reservation and it will 
continue,” Gehlot said.

Earlier, supporting the bill, Con-
gress leader Mallikarjun Kharge 
stressed that benefits of the Bill 
should reach the needy without any 
political bias.

“Generally, political parties consid-
er the inclusion of Scheduled Castes 
for their benefit. Be it any govern-
ment, every one has focused on po-
litical consideration while including 
a particular community into SC or ST 
list,” Kharge said. “This should not be 
done. The inclusion should be purely 
on basis of merit. We must see the 
economic and social status of the par-
ticular community,” he added.

No move to end reservation 
for SCs, STs: Government 

The Chief Minister of Assam, Shri Sarbananda Sonowal meeting the Min-
ister of State for Culture and Tourism (Independent Charge), Dr. Mahesh 

Sharma, in New Delhi on March 23, 2017.

 Police on the scene after sounds similar to gunfire have 
been heard close to the Houses of Parliament, London. AP
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Govt sanctions 
Rs 40 crore to 

NIMS
Hyderabad, March 23: Based on the proposals re-

ceived from the Director, Nizam Institute of Medical 
Sciences, the State Government has accorded ad-
ministrative sanction to the NIMS Director for rupees 
forty crore from the B.E. provision 2016-17 (Plan) to-
wards meeting the expenditure.  The NIMS Director 
asked to take immediate action and utilize the funds 
for the intended purpose.

Rs 416 lakhs for 
Upgradation of 
Kurumurthy LI 

works
Hyderabad, March 23: Following the request of 

the Vice-Chairman & Managing Director, Telangana 
State  Irrigation Development Corporation Limited, 
the State government has accorded administrative 
approval for Rs 416 lakh for the work of “Upgrada-
tion of Kurumurthy Lift Irrigation Scheme on Voo-
kachetty Vagu in CC Kunta Mandal of Mahabub-
nagar District under State Plan funds of TSIDC for 
2016-17.

Training in 
Robotic Knowledge 

to Class VII students
Hyderabad, March 23: Telangana Minorities 

Residential Educational Institutions Society (TM-
REIS) has taken up a pilot project on imparting el-
ementary Robotic Knowledge to Class VII students 
in collaboration with Robotic Centre of Muffakham 
Jah College of Engineering and Technology during 
February. In this connection, an “Award Ceremo-
ny” for felicitating the top performing students is 
being organized at Muffakham Jah College of En-
gineerign and Technology, Banjara Hills at 11.30 
am on March 25. A.K. Khan, IPS (Rtd) Advisor to 
Government on Minorities Affairs will be the chief 
guest. B. Shafiullah, IFS, Secretary TMREIS and Za-
far Javeed, Secretary Sultan-Ul-Uloom Education 
Society will preside.

HMDA land lease 
for exhibitions 

at Moosapet
Hyderabad, March 23: The Hyderabad Metro-

politan Development Authority (HMDA) has in-
vited applications for running Exhibition / Trade 
Fair / Circus on HMDA lands at Moosapet i.e. open 
place adjacent to Metro on lease basis in April & 
May. Those interested may download applica-
tions from HMDA website www.hmda.gov.in and 
drop them in the Tender box kept in the Estate Of-
fice, HMDA, Bloack ‘A’, 1st Floor, HMDA Complex, 
Tarnaka,Hyderabad. Document downloading will 
start on March 24 at 10.30 am. Last date and time for 
submission of Tetder isMarch 30 till 3 pm.  Tender 
will be opened on March 30 at 4 pm in the HMDA 
conference hall.

Nigerian held with 
cocaine in Hyderabad

Hyderabad: The Commissioner’s Task Force (West) 
team on Thursday caught a Nigerian national on charge 
of possessing cocaine and seized 53 grams of the con-
traband from him. Acting on a tip off, a Task Force 
team under the supervision of B Limba Reddy caught 
Ugachukwu Godpower, 25, of Alkapuri township and a 
native of Imo State, Nigeria. He was nabbed from near 
the Ohri’s Hotel on Banjara Hills Road No.12 when he 
came to allegedly sell the cocaine. Godpower, along 
with his friend Davis Chrish Richard Mueller, who is 
absconding, reportedly bought the cocaine at the price 
of Rs.3,000 per gram and was selling it at the rate of 
Rs.6,000 a gram, apart from frequenting pubs.
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Hyderabad, March 23: 
Sleuths of Commissioner’s 
Task Force, West Zone 
team today apprehended 
four persons, who pro-
cured old currency notes 
of Rs 500 and Rs 1000 de-
nominations illegally after 
the demonetization.  They 
were trying to exchange the 
demonetized old currency 
notes with new currency 

notes near Amberpet Post  
Office. The sleuths seized 
old currency worth Rs 
48,66,000, six Cell phones 
and one car from their pos-
session. The accused were 
identified as M. Krishna 
Chaitanya Kumar Reddy, 
35, S. Suresh Babu, 53, M. 
Jagadish, 40, of Raman-
thapur and M. Venkatesh-
warlu, 30, car driver pf B.N. 

Reddy Nagar, Hyderabad. 
The accused along with 
the seized property were 
handed over to SHO, Am-
berpet Police Station.  The 
arrests were made under 
the supervision of B. Limba 
Reddy, Dy. Commissioner 
of Police, Commissioner’s 
Task Force by L. Raja Ven-
kat Reddy, Inspector, West 
Zone Task Force Team.

Hyderabad, March 23: 
Jayesh Ranjan, Principal 
Secretary, ITE&C De-
partment, today inaugu-
rated a two-day National 
Conference on “Inno Vi-
sion in Packaging” orga-
nized by Indian Institute 
of Packaging.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Jayesh Ranjan 
spoke about two inno-
vations of the State Gov-
ernment, which include 
Rich-Research and In-
novation Circle of Hy-
derabad, an initiative 
by the government and 
research establishments 
such as CCMB, IICT, LV 
Prasad Eye Institute and 
ICRISAT to take research 
work to marketable 
product or service. “We 
in the State government 
will explore what the 
government can do for 
Packaging industry. He 
also talked about anoth-
er initiative of State --- T-
Works for Hardware on 
the lines of T-Hub.  After 
T-Hub, Telangana plans 
T-Works to encourage 
hardware startups. T-
Works will act as a pro-
totyping centre for elec-
tronics, semiconductors 

and hardware start-ups, 
he said. “It will be a very 
large setup and will come 
up in Osmania Univer-
sity. It will be opened 
formally during the Cen-
tenary Celebrations of 
Osmania University.  It is 
expected to be launched 
through the hands of 
President of India, he in-
formed.

 Dr Saha, Director of 
IIP, said they will start an 
Engineering Graduation 
Program in Packaging. 
They are likely to get UGC 
recognition soon and the 
course will commence 
from the year 2018 and in-
take will be in the range of 
80 students. And it will be 
started at their Mumbai 
center. “We will also start 
M.Tech Program, Ph. D 
program as well”, he said, 
adding that IIP also start-
ed Research Wing. The set 
up has 10 Ph.Ds working 
on various research proj-
ects, Dr Saha said. He also 
said the IIP will be adding 
four more centers at Ban-
galore, Guwahati, Kaki-
nada and Ahmedabad.           
He added that the Indian 
packaging market is ex-
pected to reach $ 32.

Hyderabad, March 23: Min-
ister for Municipal Administra-
tion K. Taraka Ramarao today 
dispelled apprehensions about 
an alarming situation for water 
supply in Hyderabad City as 
there was sufficient quantities 
of storage water was available 
in the source reservoirs for pro-
viding normal water supply.

Stating this during question 
hour in the Assembly, KTR 
pointed out that from the Krish-
na scheme 270 million gallons 
per day and 172 million gallons 
per day  from Godavari scheme 
through Yellampally barrage 
could be drawn. Presently 404 
Mgd is being supplied from all 
sources compared to last year 
supply of 355 Mgd. Further an 
additional 28 Mgd from Krishna 
scheme and 58 Mgd from Go-
davarischeme will be supple-

mented from April onwards, he 
explained.

Stoutly denying that at pres-
ent many areas under GHMC 
limits were not getting proper 
water supply, KTR explained 
that there were 4.74 lakh ser-
vice connections in the seven 
divisions of the core city. At 
present, water supply was be-
ing provided on alternate days 
in the core city ensuring the 150 
LPCD as per norms. Daily water 
supply is also being provided to 
the BPL families in the slum ar-
eas wherever it was feasible, he 
added.

KTR further said in the pe-
ripheral circles, there  are seven 
divisions having 4.30 lakh con-
nections. About four lakh con-
nections are being provided 
with alternate water supply 
ibesides daily supplies for BPL 

families in the feasible areas. 
In order to improve the water 
supply, the ongoing project was 
being expedited to be commis-
sioned from April onwards in 
phases so that improved water 
supply would be ensured to all 
service connections in the pe-
ripheral circles, he added.

 He further pointed out that 
as per the CPHEEO norms 
(Central Public Health and En-
vironmental Engineering Orga-
nization)  of the Union Ministry 
of Urban Development, the per 
capita water supply to be pro-
vided for domestic purposes  is 
150 LPCD with 15 percent UFW. 
Accordingly, the quantum of 
water required for the present 
population of 95 lakh in Hyder-
abad City for domestic purpos-
es was assessed to be 360 Mgd. 
However, presently 372 Mgd of 

water supply was being provid-
ed in the city, he added.

In order to supplement ad-
ditional water, the Minister ex-
plained, one transmission main 
which required rehabilitation 
under Krishna Project is being 
taken up and would be complet-
ed by the end of March through 
which additional 28 Mgd would 
be provided into distribution 
system for improvement of wa-
ter supply. Further additional 
58 Mgd would be supplement-
ed in a phased manner into the 
peripheral circles on comple-
tion of the ongoing project from 
April onwards, he added.

KTR said HMWS&SB has also 
taken up the summer action 
plan at a cost of Rs 5.8 crore 
to attend to repairs of hand 
bore-wells, power bore-wells, 
valves, junction works, pro-

viding additional tanker trips 
etc to cope with summer con-
tingency problems and ensure 
proper water supply in the city. 
Senior officers are deployed 
to monitor the shortfalls of 
water supply to any reservoir 
or division and to ensure suf-
ficient quantities for the next 
day supplies. Also the flow 
rates through bulk flow meters 
are being monitored through 
SCADA system from the head 
office, he explained.

Hyderabad, March 23: 
Asking Chief Minister 
K Chandrasekhar Rao 
where Rs 20,000 crore 
have gone in the Mission 
Bhagiratha Scheme, CLP 
Deputy leader T Jeevan 
Reddy has alleged that 
the ruling party leaders 
were “looting” the assets 
of the Telangana people. 
Terming Mission Bhagi-
ratha as a big scam, Je-

evan Reddy demanded 
that the State govern-
ment to appoint House 
Committee to unearth 
facts in the Mission Bha-
giratha scam.

On Thursday, Jeevan 
Reddy demanded that 
the Chief Minister ap-
point a House Committee 
to go into Mission Bhagi-
ratha “irregularities” if he 
was sincere. “The Chief 

Minister was making the 
Andhra contractors to 
loot the Telangana peo-
ple’s assets in the name 
of Mission Bhagiratha”, 
he said. Terming Mission 
Bhagiratha as a big scam, 
Jeevan Reddy demanded 
that the State govern-
ment to appoint House 
Committee to unearth 
facts in the Mission Bha-
giratha scam.

Sectorial Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Officer Asra Quadri and Narayanpet Mandal Education 
Officer C. Ramulu distributing Slates to students of Govt. High School in Narayanpet, 

Mehboobnagar on Thursday. (Photo: Rahman Sofi)

Dy. Commissioner of Police B. Limba Reddy showcasing the seized old currency 
worth Rs 48,66,000 at a press meet on Thursday.

KTR denies water crisis in city; assures 
sufficient water storage for supply

Govt assures 
all help to 

Packaging Industry

Job Mela for Brahmins in city on March 26

Where Rs 20k crore have 
gone KCR?, asks Jeevan Reddy

Four nabbed while 
exchanging old currency notes

Hyderabad, March 23: 
Lamenting that Chief 
Minister K Chandrasekhar 
Rao was indulging in ex-
cess charity activities by 
donating crores of rupees 
to the temples and caste 
associations, AICC secre-
tary V Hanumantha Rao 
today questioned IT & 
Municipal Administration 
Minister KT Ramarao as 
to why the State govern-
ment was strictly collect-
ing taxes from the people 

by increasing them by two 
times.Speaking at the As-
sembly media-point here 
on Thursday, VH said the 
State government has 
increased property tax 
from Rs 800 to Rs 16,00. 
He asked KTR as to why 
the government has in-
creased the taxes heavily. 
“KCR gave an impression 
that he was an activist but 
lifted the Dharna Chowk 
fromIndira Park like a dic-
tator”, he said and alleged 

that KCR lifted the Dharna 
Chowk from Indira Park 
afraid of movements.

Earlier, VH entered 
into an argument with 
the police when the latter 
obstructed him making 
it clear that there was no 
permission to the former 
MLAs and MPs to speak 
at the media point when 
the House was in session. 
He asked police what was 
wrong if he speak as a for-
mer minister. “The police 

behavior was not good. 
The DGP resorting to po-
lice raj”, he alleged, adding 
that the State government 
was making the people to 
consume liquor on one 
hand and was making the 
police to arrest the booz-
ers on the roads. 

Hyderabad, March 23: 
Government Advisor and 
Telangana  Brahmin Wel-
fare Parishat Chairman KV 
Ramana Chary today said 
a Job Mela will be conduct-
ed at National Institute for 
Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (NI-MSME) in 
Yousufguda on March 26,  
for providing jobs to Brah-
min community.   The job 
mela in Hyderabad is on 
pilot basis and the same 
will be conducted in dis-
tricts, he said, adding that 
the Job Mela will begin at 
9 am and there is no fees 
and age limit for the pur-
pose.

Addressing the media at 
Secretariat here, Ramana 
Chary said besides imple-
menting various welfare 
schemes, it was decided 

to offer job opportunities 
to the Brahmin commu-
nity. He appealed to the 
Brahmin youth not to wait 
for government jobs and 
instead get private jobs 
through this mela. Candi-
dates with SSC, Intermedi-
ate, Degree, PG, Engineer-
ing and other courses can 
come with original certifi-
cates and xerox copies to 
the venue. The boys and 
girls of the GHMC area 
can register their names 
online at www.jbomela.
online/TBSP/registration 
and others also can come 
directly to the place of Job 
Mela for selection.

Ramana Chary said 
some 40 to 50 noted com-
panies will be participat-
ing in the Job Mela to offer 
jobs and the Brahmin com-

munity has to avail this 
facility. The companies to 
participate include Tata, 
Business Support Servic-
es, Karvy, Hinduja Global 
Solutions, Bajaj Capital, 
Flipcart, Ureka Forbes, IT, 
Software, BPO, Health-
care, Banking and Finan-
cial Institute.

Stating tha tthe Govern-
ment allotted Rs 100 crore 
for Brahmin Parishat for 
2017-18 year in addition 

to Rs 100 crore allotted in 
2016-17, he said they will 
make use of the funds for 
the welfare and develop-
ment of the Brahmins across 
the State. Ramana Chary 
said the Parishat has taken 
over six acres of land allot-
ted at Gopannapally by the 
government and will spend 
Rs 10 crore for construction 
of a Brahmin Association 
Bhavan soon. For this, Chief 
Minister K Chandrasekhar 
Rao will lay foundation 
stone in April, he said. At 
least one acre of land was 
required in districts to con-
struct similar buildings and 
the government was ready 
to offer 70 per cent of finan-
cial assistance. The Brahmin 
Bhavans constructed will 
be used as Kalyana Manda-
pams, spiritual preachings.

VH accosts KTR on “100% hike” in property tax
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Revanth denied entry 
at Lobby entrance; 

Kishan fumes at police
Hyderabad, March 23: Police officials and se-

curity personnel did not allow suspended TDP 
legislator A Revanth Reddy to enter the lobbies 
of Assembly during the budget session on Thurs-
day. The security officials stopped Revanth Red-
dy at the main entrance of the lobbies when he 
tried to make an entry and meet with Speaker S 
Madhusudana Chary. This prompted BJP floor 
leader G Kishan Reddy, who was passing by, 
to express displeasure at the security officials. 
Kishan Reddy pulled them up seeking to know 
whether Revanth is a criminal to be stopped from 
entering the lobbies. “This is not the way the po-
lice officials should behave with the legislators in 
the Assembly”, Kishan Reddy fumed. However, 
the former said they stopped the TD member fol-
lowed by an order from their chief marshal of the 
Assembly.

It may be mentioned here that the Speaker 
had suspended Revenath Reddy and S Venkata 
Veeraiah till the end of the budget session for 
trying to disrupt Governor’s speech to joint ses-
sion on March 12, when Assembly Affairs min-
ister T Harish Rao moved the motion. Keeping 
this in view, the security personnel did not allow 
the TDP member to enter the lobbies. Revanth 
Reddy expressed anguish at the security officials 
for stopping him. The TD member asked them 
whether they have any papers related to the sus-
pension of the TD members.

Rasamayi predicts 
Jana’s entry into TRS

Hyderabad, March 23: TRS MLA Rasamayi 
Balakishan has predicted that Congress Leg-
islature Party leader K Jana Reddy would join 
the ruling party and the Congress would be-
come a desert six months before the 2019 elec-
tions. Speaking to media persons at Assembly 
lobbies here on Thursday, Balakishan said he 
was following the footsteps of Irrigation Min-
ister T Harish Rao. He said he made Gollapally 
village as a cashless village in his constituency 
like Ibrahimpur village in Siddipet constitu-
ency. “Though I have completed toilets and 
water pits by 100 percent, but I am not getting 
adequate publicity. It is my misfortune”, he 
bemoaned and alleged that the officials were 
not giving priority to the MLAs.

Dattatraya hails Modi 
for deciding to set up 

BC Commission
Hyderabad, March 23: Union Minister of 

State for Labour & Employment Bandaru 
Dattatraya today stated that in order to up-
lift the Backward Classes, the Union Cabinet 
has taken a decision to establish a consti-
tutional commission at national level. In a 
press release here, Dattatraya stated that the 
Union Cabinet met on Wednesday and took 
the decision to establish National Commis-
sion for Socially and Educationally Backward 
Classes in place of National Commission for 
Backward Classes. Dattatraya has profusely 
thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi for 
taking such a decision to establish a Back-
ward Classes Commission.Dattatraya has 
profusely thanked Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for taking such a decision to establish a 
Backward Classes Commission.

 “It is a very good development that the 
Union Cabinet has agreed to amend Article 
338(B) to accord constitutional status to this 
commission as it is meant to uplift the Back-
ward Classes”, Dattatraya stated. Dattatraya 
also stated that like the SC and ST Commis-
sions have the constitutional validity, the 
BC Commission would also be provided the 
constitutional validity. He stated he was very 
happy that the NDA government took the 
decision to establish a National Backward 
Classes Commission. Dattatraya has profuse-
ly thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi for 
taking such a decision to establish a Back-
ward Classes Commission.

Govt approves 
Rs 7.32 crore for eight  

LI schemes
Hyderabad, March 23: The State Government 

has approved an amount of Rs 7,32,40,000 for 
the work of “Revival/Renovation of eight Lift 
Irrigation Schemes in Wanaparthy, Mahbub-
nagar and Jogulamba Gadwal Districts. The 
Vice Chairman & Managing Director, Telan-
gana State Irrigation Development Corporation 
Limited, Hyderabad had requested the govern-
ment to accord administrative approval for the 
amount for Revival/Renovation of the eight Lift 
Irrigation Schemes in Wanaparthy, Mahabub-
nagar and Jogulamba Gadwal Districts under 
Normal State Plan for 2016-17.

Hyderabad, March 23: The 
Centre for Telangana Studies 
(CTS), Dr MCR HRD Institute of 
Telangana conducted an Orien-
tation and Capacity Building Pro-
gram for over 100 Chief Planning 
Officers (CPOs) and Divisional 
Deputy Statistical Officers, from 
across the State, in the context of 
Telangana.

BP Acharya, Special Chief Sec-
retary to Government, Planning 
and DG of Dr MCR HRD Insti-
tute, who designed this training 
module, stressed on the need to 

reorient the field staff to the aspi-
rations of the people of Telangana 
in the context of district reorgan-
isation. “Similar training mod-
ules are also planned by CTS at 
district level soon”, Acharya said 
and called upon the CPOs to use 
Samagra Kutumba Survey (SKS) 
data for district-level planning, 
considering the fact that was a 
virtual goldmine of information.

G S Reddy, Additional Director 
General, Telangana State Remote 
Sensing Application Centre, said 
asset mapping across the State will 

be of great help in generating au-
thentic data for planning of devel-
opmental activities and their con-
current monitoring and evaluation 
at the level of a village. He urged the 
field staff of the Planning Depart-
ment to play a proactive role in tak-
ing this project to shore, safely and 
successfully.

“Livestock sector, as an integral 
part of agriculture and rural econ-
omy, is one of the potential in-
come-generating activities to the 
rural community”, said Sri Nel-
son Royal, Consultant, UNICEF. 

He stated that the Government is 
giving a big boost to sheep rear-
ing and fisheries to offer enor-
mous employment opportunities 
to landless labourers, small and 
marginal farmers, and nomadic 
and semi- nomadic people.

Dr. G Bhaskara Rao, Consul-
tant, UNICEF, said using the SKS 
data, an attempt has been made 
to estimate the District Develop-
ment Index to give useful insights 
for districts development plans 
and focused actions. S. Ravi, Con-
sultant, UNICEF said that the 

Planning Department is all set to 
establish Knowledge and Infor-
mation Centres across the State 
in order to support the district ad-
ministration to conduct district-
specific action research, prepare 
action plans, and monitor their 
implementation.

Dr. Lalitha, Consultant, Centre 
for Good Governance, said the 
State Government was commit-
ted to attain good health for all 
people by providing preventive, 
curative, palliative, and rehabili-
tative services. 

‘Need to reorient field staff on district reorganisation’

Hyderabad, March 23: 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Education Kadiam Srihari 
today informed the State 
Assembly that Telangana 
Government was effectively 
implementing the Right to 
Education Act in the State.

Replying to a question in 
the House on Thursday, the 
Deputy Chief Minister said 
the academic excellence has 
increased by seven percent 
in the schools at present 
when compared to the year 
2014. This was also indi-
cated in the Annual Status 
of Education Report for the 
year 2016 covering private/
government/local body 
schools in rural areas, he 
added. Srihari said the State 
government was continu-
ously and sincerely making 
all efforts to improve learn-
ing outcomes of the children 
in the State with particular 

emphasis on bio-metric at-
tendance, qualitative train-
ing of teachers and regular 
academic monitoring by the 
State level teams in govern-
ment/local body schools. 
Referring to filling of teach-
ers posts, the Deputy Chief 
Minister said apart from the 
recruitments in Residential 
Schools, 8,972 posts would 
be filled.

 In all, as many as 17,000 
teachers posts would be 
filled during the year in 
Residential as well as regu-
lar schools, he added.  The 

Deputy Chief also indicated 
that from the next academic 
year the government was 
contemplating to open play 
schools and anganwadis in 
all the primary schools in 
the State. He further said 
out of 529 Gurukul Schools 
started during two years, 
300 of them were exclu-
sively for girls. As a matter of 
fact, Chief Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao was very par-
ticular that each revenue 
division should have one 
woman degree college.

Referring to filling of 
teachers posts, the Deputy 
Chief Minister said apart 
from the recruitments in 
Residential Schools, 8,972 
posts would be filled. In all, 
as many as 17,000 teachers 
posts would be filled dur-
ing the year in Residential as 
well as regular schools, he 
added.

Hyderabad, March 23: 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Revenue Mahmood Ali 
has declared in the As-
sembly that the State gov-
ernment had ensured that 
there would be no scope 
for benami or illegal land 
registrations under the 
Anywhere Registration 
scheme.

Replying to a question 
by TRS member Srinivas 
Goud during question 
hour, the Deputy Chief 
Minister said the State 
government had taken 
all steps to check illegal 
or benami registration of 
lands in the State. He also 
asserted that no loss was 
sustained by the govern-
ment with regard to regis-
tration of non-agriculture 
lands as agriculture lands 
under the Anywhere Reg-
istration Scheme.

As regards the govern-

ment ULC and Wakf lands 
registered illegally under 
the scheme, the Deputy 
Chief Minister said in 183 
documents registered, it 
was prima facie found that 
they pertained to prohib-
ited properties. The actual 
number of documents reg-
istered containing prohib-
ited properties would be 
known only after an in-
quiry. However, he made 

it clear that no benami reg-
istrations had taken place 
under the scheme. A sys-
tem has been introduced 
wherein the concerned 
Sub-Registrar would verify 
thoroughly any prohibitory 
lands come for registration 
and only after ensuring 
that there was no illegal 
dealing then only the regis-
tration formality would be 
completed, he added.

Amaravati, March 23 (IANS) The 
YSR Congress Party on Thursday de-
cided to move a no-confidence mo-
tion against Andhra Pradesh State 
Legislative Assembly Speaker K. Siv-
aprasad Rao. Leader of Opposition 
Y.S. Jaganmohan Reddy announced 
that his party will move the motion 
as they have lost confidence in the 
Speaker. He alleged that the Speaker 

is working only at the behest of the 
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu and the ruling Telugu Desam 
Party (TDP). The lone opposition 
party took the decision after a bitter 
war of words between the two sides 
over the alleged involvement of Ag-
riculture Minister P. Pulla Rao in the 
purchase of Agri Gold properties.

Jagan alleged that Rao's wife 

bought the properties even after the 
probe began into allegations against 
the company for cheating deposi-
tors. The YSRCP chief said the ruling 
party diverted the topic to shield its 
minister, adding that the Speaker 
had lost the trust and respect of the 
opposition. He said the speaker was 
running the house as per the direc-
tions of Naidu.

Visakhapatnam, March 23 (IANS) 
A former senior bureaucrat has 
warned that the removal of the cap 
on company donations to political 
parties and allowing companies to 
keep the names of the parties confi-
dential will spell disaster for the con-
cept of free and fair elections.

E.A.S. Sarma, a former Secretary 
to the Indian government, said the 
latest amendment to the Companies 
Act will open floodgates to the com-
pany donations to political parties 
and taint the country's elections.

In a letter to Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Thursday, he said the 
latest Finance Act, introduced by Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jaitley and ap-
proved with little discussion by the 
NDA-dominated Parliament, had 
belied his hope of reforms to cleanse 

the electoral process.
The amendment removed the cap 

on company donations and it allows 
the companies to keep the names of 
the political parties confidential in 
their accounts. 

The retired IAS officer said there 
will be free-for-all for both domestic 
and foreign companies to manipu-
late the electoral system.

"It is ironic that your govern-
ment should once again choose the 
Finance Act as the vehicle for the 
backdoor introduction of such a 
regressive and potentially danger-
ous proposal to be approved by the 
Parliament with inadequate discus-
sion," wrote Sarma, who has been 
fighting for electoral and democratic 
reforms. "I appeal to your con-
science not to open the floodgates to 

company donations to political par-
ties, that too anonymous donations, 
as such a step will spell disaster for 
the very concept of free and fair elec-
tions that lies at the core of our Con-
stitution," he said.

Sarma referred to the letters 
written to Modi last year suggest-
ing a number of reforms to be un-
dertaken by the government if it 
was earnest about its campaign 
against corruption. Sarma had 
called for revoking the retrospec-
tive amendment to the Foreign 
Contributions Regulation Act, 
2010 (FCRA 2010), made through 
the backdoor of the Finance Act, 
2016, that opened the floodgates 
to foreign company donations 
to political parties. He had also 
stressed the need to amend the 

Hyderabad, March 23:  Minister 
for Panchayat Raj Jupalli Krishna 
Rao today informed the Assembly 
that an amount of over Rs 500 crore 
out of the total quantum of funds 
allocated to gram panchayats and 
municipalities by the Central gov-
ernment was yet to be received by 
the State Government.

Replying to a question in this re-
gard by the BJP members in the 
House on Thursday, the minister ex-
plained that of the total amount of Rs 

2,330 crore sanctioned by the Centre 
under 13th Finance Commission, 
only an amount of Rs 1,826 crore 
was  received. The minister asserted 
that the State Government was allo-
cating adequate funds to the Gram 
Panchayats and municipalities to 
take up all the developmental works. 
It is the endeavor of the government 
to ensure that these local bodies are 
financially sound and viable, he ob-
served.  The Minister also pointed 
out that 100 percent taxes are being 

collected in Gram Panchayats.
Earlier, the BJP members ex-

pressed concern that the Gram Pan-
chayats and municipalities were fac-
ing financial crunch. They stressed 

We’ll expose TRS 
corruption & defeat it 
in 2019 polls: Komati

Hyderabad, March 23: Nalgonda Congress MLA 
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy has said he was the only 
MLA who spoke on corruption in the Assembly. In an 
informal talk in the Assembly lobbies on Thursday, 
Venkat Reddy alleged that Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao was not implementing schemes on 
pretext of paucity of funds though the Opposition par-
ties were mounting pressure on the State government. 
He pointed out that the State government had spent 
Rs 20,000 crore on pipes for the Mission Bhagiratha 
Scheme and the TRS leaders were getting five percent 
commission from the companies. “I don’t know why 
the State government finalized only three companies 
though 14 pipe companies are ISI branded”, he point-
ed out. He also exuded confidence that the Congress 
leaders would expose the TRS government’s corrup-
tion and defeat the TRS in the 2019 elections. 

Workshop on “Geo 
technical aspects for under-
ground constructions” held

Hyderabad, March 23: Association of Consulting 
Civil Engineers (India), Hyderabad under chairman-
ship of Er. K. Rajkumar, Secretary Krishna Reddy and 
the members along with Greater Hyderabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation organized a workshop on “Geo 
technical aspects for underground constructions 
and their challenges” at ASCI auditorium, Road No.2, 
Banjara Hills to analyze the grass root problems and 
their solutions for better construction practices for 
all kinds of below ground structures. The need of the 
hour was to practice safety norms, vigilance in con-
struction sites, proper technical and personal super-
vision to avoid any kind of causalities. 

Right to education act strictly 
being implemented: Kadiam

YSR Congress to move no-confidence 
motion against Andhra Speaker

Steps to check Benami land 
registration: Mahmood Ali

Minister assures adequate funds to local bodies

Amendment to Companies Act shall 
kill fair elections: Ex-Bureaucrat
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Chennai, March 23 (IANS) Indian 
multi-national Carborundum Uni-
versal Ltd (CUMI), a major in abra-
sives, ceramics and other products, 
on Thursday said it has opened three 
new fusion plants in Cochin in Kerala. 
In a statement here, the Murugappa 
Group company said the three new 
fusion plants were set up at the firm’s 
electro-mineral complex at Cochin. 
With the new facilities -- a Zirconia 
Bubble Fusion Plant and two Alu-

mina Fusion Plants, CUMI’s Cochin 
complex has become one of the most 
advanced and integrated electro-min-
eral complexes in the world. “The new 
facilities, estimated at Rs 80 crore in-
vestment funded through internal ac-
cruals, at full capacity will add about 
25,000 tonnes of fused minerals gen-
eration, with potential sales of about 
$30 million,” Executive Chairman of 
Murugappa Group A. Vellayan was 
quoted as saying in the statement.

Chennai, March 23 (IANS) 
The two warring factions in the 
AIADMK have expressed their 
plans to seek legal recourse 
to defreeze the party’s “two 
leaves” symbol as ordered by 
the Election Commission.

In a statement on Wednes-
day night, former Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister O. Panneer-
selvam said: “Despite placing 
before the Election Commis-
sion strong arguments, it is sad 
we were not able to get the ‘two 
leaves’ symbol.”

Panneerselvam said the sym-
bol will be retrieved through 

legal means.
Similarly, AIADMK Deputy 

General Secretary T.T.V. Dina-
karan told reporters that legal 
recourse to defreeze the party 
symbol would be looked into.

The ruling AIADMK is divid-
ed into two factions. The ruling 
faction is led by the now jailed 
General Secretary V.K. Sasikala 
while the other is headed by 
Panneerselvam.

The allotment of the symbol 
is important as election will be 
held on April 12 to the Tamil 
Nadu assembly from the Rad-
hakrishnan Nagar constitu-
ency, which was represented 
by the late J. Jayalalithaa.

Dinakaran will be contest-
ing in Radhakrishnan Nagar 
on behalf of the ruling party. 
The Panneerselvam faction 
has fielded E. Madhusudanan.

In an interim order on 
Wednesday night, the Elec-
tion Commission froze the 

‘two leaves’ symbol of the now 
divided AIADMK and decided 
that neither of the factions 
will use the party’s name.

The panel said both groups 
shall be known by such names 
as they may choose showing, 
if they so desire, linkage with 
their parent party -- AIADMK.

Both the groups shall be al-
lotted different symbols from 
a list of free symbols noti-
fied by the poll body for the 
purposes of the current by-
election.Dinakaran will be 
contesting in Radhakrishnan 
Nagar on behalf of the rul-
ing party. The Panneerselvam 
faction has fielded E. Madhu-
sudanan.

In an interim order on 
Wednesday night, the Elec-
tion Commission froze the 
‘two leaves’ symbol of the now 
divided AIADMK and decided 
that neither of the factions 
will use the party’s name.

No-confidence motion against 
TN Speaker defeated

Chennai, March 23 (IANS) The opposition resolution seek-
ing the removal of Tamil Nadu Assembly Speaker P. Dhanapal 
was defeated on Thursday, with 122 AIADMK legislators voting 
against and 97 opposition MLAs voting in favour. Eleven law-
makers belonging to former Chief Minister O. Panneerselvam’s 
camp abstained from voting.  The main opposition party DMK 
had sponsored the resolution against Dhanapal, alleging that 
he did not conduct the house properly when Chief Minister K. 
Palaniswami won the vote of confidence on February 18.  On 
that day, the Speaker had ordered the eviction of DMK mem-
bers for creating a ruckus inside the house.  Speaker Dhanapal 
was absent when the no-confidence motion against him was 
taken up.

Excited about Bollywood 
debut, says Gautham Kurup

Chennai, March 23 (IANS) Actor Gautham Kurup, best known 
for his work in southern films such as “Thuppakki” and “Kanda-
har”, plays a negative role in his Bollywood debut “Bhanwarey” 
and he is excited about it.   Talking about the film, a sex comedy 
about premature ejaculation, Gautham said: “It’s a dark come-
dy based on very funny situations. This is a very new subject for 
Bollywood and no one has touched this in the past. Everyone 
who has seen hoardings that read ‘Kamzor Mile’ or ‘Mardana 
Kamzori’ will be able to relate to the story.”  “Although I play 
a negative role, it has a funny side to it.”  Gautham said, “The 
movie is completely a comedy of errors but isn’t vulgar or crass 
at any point.”  “It revolves around three guys and what prob-
lems they get into while trying to cure their sex problem. It’s my 
first Hindi film so I’m naturally quite excited,” he said.  The film 
is slated to release on Friday. Gautham said that even though 
the film deals with bold topic, it has been treated humorously 
to appeal to everybody.  Directed by Shaurya Singh, who also 
plays the lead, the film also features Karan Thakur and Manoj 
Bakshi.  In the south, Gautham awaits the release of “Inayathal-
ama and “1971: Beyond Borders”. 

Talks on for ‘Appatlo 
Okadundevadu’ Hindi 

remake: director
Chennai, March 23 (IANS) Director Sagar Chandra says 

talks have been initiated for the Hindi remake of his last year’s 
critically-acclaimed Telugu hit “Appatlo Okadundevadu”.  “I 
don’t know for certain if the film will be remade in Hindi, but 
talks have been initiated. If things materialise, my producer 
will make official announcement,” Chandra told IANS.  Asked 
if he would direct the remake, he said he isn’t sure.  “I don’t 
know yet. I have started working on my next project’s script,” 
he said.  “Appatlo Okadundevadu” starred Nara Rohith and 
Sri Vishnu in the lead.  It was the story of an aspiring cricketer 
mistaken for his ties with a Naxalite group and its repercus-
sions.  His next yet-untitled Telugu outing will be an action-
comedy.  “I’m in talks with a few heroes. We haven’t finalised 
anyone yet. It’s going to be a romantic-comedy laced with ac-
tion,” he said.

Puri Jagannadh 
shoots massive action 
sequence for next film

Chennai, March 23 (IANS) Filmmaker Puri Jagannadh, who 
has begun working on his next yet-untitled Telugu project 
with actor Nandamuri Balakrishna, says he has just wrapped 
up a massive action sequence.  “Completed my first schedule 
of ‘NBK 101’ in a massive set action sequence. It’s going to be 
feast for all Nandamuri Balakrishna fans,” Jagannadh tweeted 
on Thursday.  The project happens to be Balakrishna’s 101st 
film.  Launched earlier this month, the project marks the first 
time collaboration of the director and Balakrishna.  Actor Sud-
heer Babu is rumoured to be playing the antagonist in the film.  
The rest of the cast, including the leading lady, is being final-
ised.

Kerala local bodies to lose 
control over liquor

Thiruvananthapuram: The state government is likely to re-
voke the previous UDF government’s decision allowing the local 
bodies to give clearance for liquor outlets. According to sources, 
the government  reviewed the issue after the Kerala State Bev-
erages Corporation reported that shifting of liquor outlets from 
the highways in accordance with the recent Supreme Court di-
rective  was affected in about 25 places owing to the reluctance 
of the local bodies concerned in granting the nod. Local Self-
Government Minister K.T. Jaleel said, “a demand to lift the pow-
ers vested with local bodies to give the nod for opening liquor 
outlets is under the government’s consideration. But we are yet 
to take a final decision on the matter,” he told DC.Sources said 
the government was even considering the option of relaxing  the 
norm at least for government-run liquor outlets. It may be re-
called that CPM state secretary Kodiyeri Balakrishnan, who was 
deputy opposition leader in the previous Assembly, had  said in 
the Assembly in 2013 that the LDF wasagainst granting powers 
of issuing bar licence to local bodies. According to  sources, after 
the previous UDF government granted the powers to the local 
bodies, there were widespread complaints of their misuse cit-
ing flimsy reasons. Even the previous excise minister K. Babu 
had told the Assembly that the local bodies were misusing the 
powers. “In many instances, even after the local bodies denied 
permissions to liquor outlets, the courts had intervened  and or-
dered issuance of the licence.

Thiruvananthapuram, March 
23 (IANS) The Congress-led op-
position and the BJP on Thurs-
day said they would move court 
against the Kerala government 
for its clemency list contains 
criminals, who if released 
would compromise the security 
of the state.

The list of 1,911 inmates pre-
pared by the Kerala Prisons 
Department for clemency was 
officially made available to the 
media on Thursday morning 
after it was sent to the govern-
ment.

The government, in turn, 
pruned the list to 1,850 prison-
ers and sent it to Governor P. 
Sathsaivam for approval.

Last month, Sathasivam had 

returned the list and sought 
clarification on a few issues.

Among those included in the 
list are all the 11 persons con-
victed for the high-profile mur-
der of Revolutionary Marxist 
Party founder T.P. Chandrase-
keran in 2012.

“This is a blatant violation of 
power by the (Chief Minister 
Pinarayi) Vijayan government 
who had the audacity to include 
heinous criminals in the list of 
prisoners seeking clemency,” 
Leader of Opposition Ramesh 
Chennithala of the Congress 
told the media. 

“We will not just tackle this 
politically but also legally,” he 
said.

State Bharatiya Janata Party 
General Secretary M.T. Ramesh 
said the clemency list clearly 
shows that the Vijayan govern-
ment supports criminals.

“We will not sit idle...We will 
take legal steps,” added Ra-
mesh.

Chandrasekheran’s widow 
K.K. Rema said that she will 
also take legal action against 
this move and if the accused are 
let off, “I will sit in protest out-
side Vijayan’s residence”, said 
Rema.

Congress legislator Thiruvan-
choor Radhakrishnan, who was 
the Home Minister when the 
11 accused were arrested in the 
Chandrasekheran murder case, 
said that he will also approach 
the court against the state gov-
ernment’s clemency list and 
move to let off hard core crimi-
nals and murderers.

“We will not just tackle this 
politically but also legally,” he 
said.

State Bharatiya Janata Party 
General Secretary M.T. Ramesh 
said the clemency list clearly 
shows that the Vijayan govern-
ment supports criminals.

“We will not sit idle...We will 
take legal steps,” added Ra-
mesh.

Chennai, March 23 (IANS) 
The national drag racing cham-
pionship’s finale will be run at 
the refurbished Madras Motor 
Racing track (MMRT) here this 
weekend with round two sched-
uled for Saturday and the con-
cluding round on Sunday.

For the first time the meet 
will be held at the MMRT track 
which is being transformed into 
India’s only multi-event motor-
sport facility run by a club with 
provision to conduct events 
ranging from racing to karting 
to dirt track competitions.

As many as 100 participants 
will vie for honours in vari-
ous categories. The start-finish 

straight at the MMRT track has 
been extended to conform to 
the regulations.

The spotlight would be on 
Bengaluru’s Pratap Jayaram and 
national two-wheeler cham-
pion local lad Jagan Kumar of 
TVS Racing who won in the In-
dian Open class among cars and 
bikes, respectively.

Veteran Jayaram, driving a 
modified Reva, evoked memo-
ries of his salad days as racer a 
few decades ago by clocking the 
fastest time in the Hosur round 
and is expected to dish out a re-
peat performance this weekend.

Likewise, Jagan took no pris-
oners while riding his trusted 

TVS Apache RTR to victory in 
the Indian Open besides top-
ping the time charts in the 165cc 
class.

The two-day event beginning 
Saturday will be a two-tier affair 
comprising National Champi-
onship and support races for 
both bikes and cars.

All four-stroke bikes fall into 
the national championship cat-
egory, the showpiece events be-
ing the Indian Open (modified) 
and the superbikes.

In the four-wheeler category, 
the Indian Open (modified) and 
the Unrestricted classes form 
the National Championship 
backed by support races.

National drag race championship 
final this weekend

Chennai: Woman 
stabbed in revenge 

attack

Karnataka to consider wage hike 
for childcare workers

Chennai: March 23 A man stabbed his 
former colleague to exact vengeance after 
he was reportedly sacked from the company 
following a quarrel with her. The woman was 
heading to work when the attack took place 
on Jagathambal street, West Mambalam 
on Wednesday morning The assailant was 
nabbed with the help of a local who set his 
two pet street dogs upon him on witness-
ing the incident unfold.  Suchismitha (31), 
who is from West Bengal, has been working 
for the past 3 years in the R&D wing of truck 
manufacturer Ashok Leyland. She suffered 
injuries in her stomach and is being treated 
in a private hospital.  Preliminary investiga-
tions revealed that the assailant, Ragunath 
(24), was employed on a sub-contract with 
the company. The resident of Perungudi 
who is a native of Sivakasi and graduate in 
mechanical engineering from Coimbatore, 
had had previous enmity with Suchismitha.  
“Ragunath had run into Suchismitha while 
boarding the company bus last July and had 
reportedly touched her fingers. While he 
maintained it was a mere accident, Suchi-
smitha escalated the quarrel by approaching 
her father who is a senior executive in the 
same firm in a branch up north. Her father 
took up the issue with the Chennai division, 
which in turn approached its sub-contractor 
who terminated Ragunath’s services last July 
end”, said a senior police official who is privy 
to the investigation.

“A jobless Ragunath left for his native place 
after the incident. He came back to the city a 
couple of months ago and joined his friends 
in Perungudi. He was aware of her bus pick-
up routine and he managed to hack her in 
his maiden attempt at such a crime. He had 
lain in wait on his bike since 6 am and he in-
tercepted her around 6.30 am when she was 
walking towards where she would be picked 
up. An argument ensued and he pulled out 
a paper cutter in a flash and stabbed her re-
peatedly in her stomach”, the official said.

Carborundum Universal’s three 
new plants go on show

Congress, BJP protest Kerala 
government’s clemency list Chennai, March 23 

(IANS) On a day of hectic 
political developments 
in the ruling AIADMK 
party in Tamil Nadu, top 
political and popular 
candidates on Thursday 
filed their nominations 
for the April 12 by-elec-
tion for the Radhakrish-
nan Nagar assembly con-
stituency.

The ruling AIADMK’s 
Deputy General Secre-
tary T.T.V. Dinakaran 
wearing a cap -- his elec-
tion symbol -- filed his 
nomination for the seat 
that was held by late 
Chief Minister J. Jayala-
lithaa.

Similarly, veteran poli-
tician E. Madhusudanan 
filed his nomination from 
the AIADMK’s breakaway 
faction.

The ruling AIADMK 
split into two factions. 
The ruling faction is led 
by the now jailed General 

Secretary V.K. Sasikala, 
while the other one is 
headed by former Chief 
Minister O. Panneer-
selvam.

After freezing on 
Wednesday the AIAD-
MK’s “two leaves” sym-
bol and the use of party 
name by the two warring 
factions for the by-poll, 
the Election Commission 
on Thursday allotted the 
“Cap” symbol and the 
name AIADMK Amma 
to the ruling AIADMK 
group, and the symbol 
“Electric Pole” and the 
name AIADMK Purat-
chi Thalaivi Amma to 
the Panneerselvam fac-
tion.  Jayalalithaa’s niece 
Deepa Jayakumar, head-
ing her own MGR Amma 
Deepa Forum, also filed 
her papers. The Bharatiya 
Janata Party candidate, 
music composer and lyri-
cist Gangai Amaran, also 
filed his nomination.

Rajinikanth to unveil
 housing scheme in Jaffna

Candidates file nominations 
for R.K. Nagar by-poll

Chennai, March 23 
(IANS) Superstar Ra-
jinikanth will hand over 
keys to 150 homes built 
for Tamils by Gnanam 
Foundation on April 9 
in Jaffna, Sri Lanka, ac-
cording to a statement 
released by Lyca Produc-
tions.

As part of his visit, Ra-
jinikanth is also expect-
ed to speak at a public 
meeting and plant tree 
saplings.

“Named after Lyca 
Group chairman Subas-
karan Allirajah’s mother, 
the foundation has built 
these homes at a cost of 
Rs 22 crore and the proj-

ect was completed over a 
period of one and a half 
years,” read the state-
ment. Following the civil 
war in 2009, the founda-
tion has been working 
extensively in key parts 
of Sri Lanka to rebuild 
roads and schools.The 
homes have been built 
for displaced Tamils in 
Sri Lanka. Rajinikanth’s 
upcoming Tamil sci-
ence-fiction action film 
“2.o” is being bankrolled 
by Lyca Productions.

As part of his visit, Ra-
jinikanth is also expect-
ed to speak at a public 
meeting and plant tree 
saplings.
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AAP to get back to work 
in Goa from ground zero
Panaji, March 23 (IANS) After getting decimated in the 

February 4 state assembly elections, the AAP in Goa has 
now promised a comeback by building up the party again 
from ground zero.

A statement issued by the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) Goa 
unit on Thursday said the party, which failed to win a sin-
gle seat in the coastal state, will “soon launch itself in mis-
sion mode to intervene, confront and plead on behalf of 
Goa’s people with the government and the authorities on 
public services delivery, corruption in big-ticket projects 
and policies as well as smaller micro matters at the city, 
town and village level from ground zero”.

AAP said that post-poll developments in the state and 
horse-trading of legislators for the purpose of government 
formation had proved that the nature of political dis-
course needed to be changed.

Railway clerk booked 
for depositing demon-
etised currency notes

Bhopal, March 23 (IANS) The CBI on Thursday said it has 
registered a case against a railway booking clerk for allegedly 
accepting Rs 61 lakh in cash in demonetised currency notes.

The amount was received from a private firm as advance 
yearly licence fee. 

The clerk, employed at Itarsi railway station in Madhya 
Pradesh, has been booked for cheating the government by 
accepting the licence fee in the form of demonetised cur-
rency notes in violation of the government’s November 8 
notification. 

The government had declared Rs 1,000 and Rs 500 notes 
as illegal tender from November 8 midnight. 

A Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) official said the 
clerk allegedly entered into a criminal conspiracy with an 
Itarsi-based private firm, dealing in food services with the 
Indian Railway, and other unknown persons. 

“The clerk deposited old currency notes in cash amount-
ing to more than Rs 61 lakh on November 9 last year as ad-
vance yearly licence fee in railway account for their units at 
Itarsi and Bina railway stations,” the official said. 

He further said that separate CBI team also conducted 
searches at four places, including the residential and office 
premises of the clerk and the proprietor of the private firm 
at Itarsi district and recovered several incriminating docu-
ments.

TMC’s Tripura unit 
chairman, 15 other 

leaders join BJP
Agartala, March 23 (IANS) The TMC’s Tripura unit’s coordi-

nation committee chairman Ratan Chakraborty and 15 other 
state committee members on Thursday joined the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) in the presence of Assam party leader and 
Minister of State for Railways Rajen Gohain.

Before joining The Trinamool Congress, Chakraborty was 
a former minister of the Congress-led government in Tripura 
(1988-93). Accompanied by the party’s legal cell leader, Nitai 
Chowdhury, he joined the BJP a fortnight after former state 
TMC chief Surajit Datta joined the saffron party on March 10.

State BJP president Biplab Kumar Deb, party’s observer 
(Pravari) Sunil Deodhar and Union Minister of State for Rail-
ways Rajen Gohain formally handed over the party flag to 
Chakraborty and the other new comers.

Manipur ministry 
expanded with induction 

of 3 ministers
Imphal, March 23 (IANS) The BJP-led coalition ministry 

in Manipur was expanded on Thursday with induction of 
three ministers.

Governor Najma Heptulla administered the oath of of-
fice and secrecy at a simple function in the afternoon at 
Raj Bhavan.

The new ministers are T. Radheshyam, Nemcha Haokip 
and V. Hangkhalian -- all from the Bharatiya Janata party 
(BJP), the major partner.

In the 60-member assembly, the Manipur Chief Minister 
is allowed to have a council of 12 ministers.

On March 15, eight ministers, besides Chief Minister 
N. Biren Singh from the BJP, were sworn in. Out of the 
eight, one was from the BJP, all four MLAs of the National 
People’s Party (NPP), one from the Naga People’s Front 
(NPF), one of the Lok Janashakti Party (LJP) and one from 
the Congress, who had defected to become minister.

The lone Independent and one MLA of the AITC, who 
supported the coalition government, were not inducted. 

Y. Joykumar of the NPP was made Deputy Chief Minis-
ter. Hectic lobbying is said to be going on for important 
portfolios.

India to conduct survey for 
new rail line with Bangladesh

‘Monitoring child smuggling 
situation closely’

Youths, security forces 
clash in Srinagar

Mamata condemns London 
terror attack

Open defecation-free Goa by 
Gandhi Jayanti 2019: Governor

Agartala, March 23 (IANS) 
New Delhi will carry out a 
survey to lay one more new 
railway line between India 
and Bangladesh to access the 
Chittagong international sea 
port and ease connectivity 
with the landlocked northeast 
region, a minister said here 
on Thursday.

“Indian railway would soon 
conduct a survey to obtain ba-
sic details to lay a 125-km new 
railway line from southern 
Tripura’s border town Belonia 
to Chittagong international 
sea port in (southeast) Ban-
gladesh,” Minister of State for 
Railways Rajen Gohain told re-
porters.

“Of the 125-km line, five 
km falls in India and the rest 
in Bangladesh. The proposed 
railway line via (Bangladesh’s) 
Feni town aims to access the 
Chittagong international sea 
port for the benefit of the 
mountainous northeast In-
dia,” Gohain said.

After meeting Tripura Gov-
ernor Tathagata Roy and Chief 
Minister Manik Sarkar, the 
minister said New Delhi is now 
in consultation with Bangla-
desh to finalise the modalities 
of the survey.

The Belonia-Chittagong pro-
posed railway line would be 
the second railway project in 
northeast India connecting 
Bangladesh after the Agartala-
Akhaura railway line.

The minister, who came here 
on Wednesday and visited var-

ious under-construction rail-
way projects in Tripura, said 
the actual work for the 15-km-
long Agartala-Akhaura railway 
line would start from May this 
year and would be completed 
within 30 months.

Railway Minister Suresh 
Prabhu and Bangladesh Rail 
Minister Majibul Haque jointly 
laid the foundation stone here 
on July 31 last year for the Rs 
973-crore Agartala-Akhaura 
railway project.

Gohain said the govern-
ment-owned Indian Railway 
Construction Company (IR-
CON) would lay he 5-km rail-
way track on the Indian side 
(in Tripura) while the remain-
ing 10 km on the Bangladesh 
side would be laid by the Ban-
gladesh railway.

However, IRCON would be 
project management consul-
tant of the Bangladesh railway 
board.

The minister said the 1,613-
km mountainous distance be-
tween Agartala and Kolkata 
via Guwahati-New Jalpaiguri-
Kishanganj (Bihar)-Malda 
would be reduced to 514 km 
through Bangladesh once the 
Agartala-Akhaura rail track is 
established. Currently, India 
and Bangladesh have four rail 
links with West Bengal.

According to the official, 
123.5 acres of land, including 
56.5 acres in India, will be ac-
quired to execute the project 
to facilitate carriage of goods 
to and from both countries.

Kolkata, March 23 (IANS) The West 
Bengal State Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights (WBSCPCR) is 
“closely monitoring” the situation fol-
lowing the unearthing of a child smug-
gling racket in the state.

“We are monitoring it closely. We 
are in touch with the investigation 
agency (CID) and we are very happy 
with the way the investigation is go-
ing,” Ananya Chakraborti, the com-
mission’s chairperson, said here on 
Thursday.

She was attending a live interaction 
between West Bengal government of-
ficials and children from various dis-
tricts, on mother and children health-
care issue in the state.

It was organised by the Commis-
sion, in collaboration with Child in 
Need Institute (CINI) and ITC. The 

chairperson said reports of the experi-
ences shared by the children could be 
put up in the newly launched maga-
zine called ‘Hullor’ (fun in Bengali).

“They can put up reports on the 
event in the magazine that was 
launched by the Commission this 
month. The magazine showcases po-
ems and drawings by children of shel-
ter homes in districts of Bengal,” she 
added.

The CID busted the racket in No-
vember last year after raiding a nurs-
ing home and polyclinic in Baduria in 
North 24 Parganas district.

Subsequently, police recovered 
three children including a baby girl 
from South 24 Parganas district, while 
10 more newborn girls were recovered 
from a Kolkata-based old age home in 
the same month.

Srinagar, March 23 (IANS) Stone pelt-
ing youths clashed with security forces 
on Thursday in this summer capital of 
Jammu and Kashmir against what they 
called “nocturnal raids” in Soura area of 
Srinagar.

The youths flung stones in Anchar 
area, police said.

“Security forces handled the mob with 
restraint using tear smoke,” a police of-
ficer said in Srinagar.

Locals said the protests were carried 
out against night time raids by the secu-
rity forces.

The area had witnessed violent clash-
es last year in which a senior police of-
ficer had sustained serious injuries.

Locals had last year also alleged that 
youths were unable to sleep in their 
homes fearing arrest by the security 
forces on the lookout for suspected mili-
tants and their supporters.

Kolkata, March 23 (IANS) West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on 
Thursday denounced the terror attack 
in London outside the British Parlia-
ment which claimed four lives.

“Strongly condemn the London at-
tack. Our solidarity and sympathies, 
as we strive for peace. Condolences to 
the bereaved families,” Banerjee said 
on Twitter. On Wednesday, an attack-
er drove his vehicle and mowed down 

pedestrians on the iconic Westminster 
Bridge in the heart of London and an-
other man knifed a policeman on the 
grounds of the Houses of Parliament.

Mark Rowley, Acting Deputy Com-
missioner and head of Counter-Terror-
ism unit, said the dead included a wom-
an in her 40s, a man in his 50s, police 
officer Keith Palmer and the attacker.

Police said at least 40 people were in-
jured in the attack.

Panaji, March 23 (IANS) Goa Governor 
Mridula Sinha on Thursday said that by 
October 2, 2019, when the country cel-
ebrates Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth 
anniversary, Goa may well see a complete 
end to open defecation.

In her address to the State Legislative 
Assembly, Sinha also unveiled a vision for 
24x7 power for the coastal state as well as 
housing for all.

“Poor sanitation further weakens the 
economic wherewithal of a poor house-
hold. My government is committed to 
eliminate open defecation in Goa by Oc-
tober 2, 2019 -- the 150th birth anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gandhi, which is one 
of the key aims of the Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan movement launched by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi two years ago,” 
Sinha said. “Housing shall be the mantra 
of my government. A house is a dream 
of every individual and it is shameful 

for any society that its people are still 
deprived of this basic necessity. My 
government will formulate a policy and 
draw a plan to implement this policy to 
provide shelter for everyone in the State 
of Goa,” she added.

Sinha also said that the BJP-led coali-
tion government in Goa will work towards 
drawing up a comprehensive transport 
and mobility plan for the coastal state.

“A multi-mode transport system will be 
developed with rapid transport facilities. 
My government will make utmost use of 
alternative transport like water transport. 
And special transport facilities will be pro-
vided to tourists, students and senior citi-
zens,” she said.

“In order to create a proper network 
of roads throughout the state for utmost 
mobility, my government is committed to 
constructing roads in every village and lo-
cality where there is a need,” she added.

Kolkata, March 23 (IANS) 
Making Aadhaar Card manda-
tory for midday meals will check 
pilferage, misuse and siphoning 
of funds meant for the central 
scheme, an official of the Food 
and Nutrition Board said here 
on Thursday.

“The linking seeks to check 
pilferage and siphoning of 
funds. The scheme benefits will 
then go to children and middle-
men prevented from misusing 
the scheme,” Nagendra Nath 
Tiwari, Deputy Technical Advi-
sor, Food and Nutrition Board 
(Eastern Region), Union Minis-
try of Women and Child Devel-
opment, told IANS.

He said no one will be de-
prived of the benefits for lack of 
the identification card.

The Human Resource Devel-
opment Ministry in a gazette 
notification on February 28 had 
mandated Aadhaar for the mid-
day meal scheme.

Under the Centre-sponsored 
midday meal scheme aimed at 
improving nutritional status of 
school-age children nationwide, 
free cooked lunch is provided to 
children in primary and upper 

primary classes in government 
and government-aided schools.

Tiwari was attending a live 
interaction between the West 
Bengal government officials and 
children from various districts, 
on mother and children health-
care issue in the state.

It was organised by the West 
Bengal Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights, in collabo-
ration with CINI (Child in Need 
Institute) and ITC.

Young girls and boys from 
different parts of the state nar-
rated their experiences, their 
fears and how some of them 
evaded agents involved in child 
trafficking.

Talking about child protec-
tion issues, Tiwari said for gov-
ernment initiatives to bear fruit, 
children themselves have to be 
aware of their rights and the dos 
and don’ts.

“The success of government 
initiatives depends on the stake-
holders’ participation and chil-
dren are the key here. They have 
to know their rights and what to 
do when they are in vulnerable 
situations. They will act as mes-
sengers for peers,” he added.

‘Aadhaar-linked midday 
meals will check 
pilferage, misuse’
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It was most unfortunate for the Arab world and the 
greater part of the Middle East including Iran that they 
could not be integrated democratically, as they failed to 
achieve anything institutionally that could be channel-
ized into a development process. They were confronted 
with the production of oil, but had to depend entirely on 
western management of oil production and the wealth 
it produced for them, they could not appropriately use 
it for development purposes of the Arab world. Instead, 
they to a large extent wasted it in excess for the minority 
elite, which destroyed their basic character and were un-
able to use the wealth appropriately and left its manage-
ment technique in the foreign hands. At long last, they 
had the Arab Spring which could have brought an oppor-
tunity for the younger generation to use better methods 
of management for the entire Arab world. The tribal sys-
tem prompted the individual rulers to fight against this 
breeze of Arab Spring, which had successfully changed 
countries like Tunisia, Egypt and Libya but, unfortunately 
the revival of military rule in Egypt and Iranian help to 
Bashar-Al-Assad regime proved to be devastating and 
the process of Arab Spring for the entire Arab land was 
stalled. Thus, the democratic institutions that could have 
developed were also further opposed by the American 
intervention to help Saudi Arabia and increase the dif-
ficulties for the freedom fighters in Syria and millions of 
refugees have taken shelter in and around Turkey. Unless 
Saudi Arabia gets an enlightened regime, which can uti-
lize their own inner resources and governance with the 
help of Qatar and Kuwait, who have for the moment com-
promised with Egypt and Saudi Arabia, the Arab world 
will not progress. The first step would be to limit the 
U.S.A interference in the internal affairs of the Arab land 
under the shadow of assistance and help. The second 
step would be to send Bashar-Al-Assad to a safe place 
and let the freedom fighters have enough facilities to take 
over Syria and let them assess the scope of integrating 
Baghdad, Syria, Libya and other gulf countries and form 
a federation without any interference from the west and 
Egyptian intellectuals should settle their differences be-
tween modern educated people and the religious Islamic 
scholars to bridge the gap between them and come to a 
understanding on an Islamic institution through Ijtehad. 
The revival of Ijtehad is the most essential institution to 
play a creative role to bring all the parties to an Islamic 
order. Daesh claims that they are working for the Islam-
ic Caliphate. It will not be difficult, perhaps for Daesh in 
settling peace with a creative force chosen from Kuwait, 
Qatar, Egypt and Saudi Arabia with moderate views ex-
cluding the interference of ambitious tribal leaders. This 
will be a proper modest Islamic base to settle all the dif-
ferences without violence. The Arab world must be knit-
ted together in a federal constitutional Islamic frame. It 
will take some time in settling the differences with out of 
date Islamic leaders as well as moderate Islamic groups, 
who are keen on introducing western institutions. There 
are two essential conditions to this suggestion to be im-
plemented. One, no sectarian interest be allowed to spoil 
the game. Two, no western interference to be tolerated. 
Turkey has taken a lead to have an institution of Islamic 
law for resolving the conflicts encounter. Gradually, there 
is a constructive process developing and all the problems 
are being resolved in accordance with Islamic law. If all 
the Islamic countries learn to use the process of Ijtehad 
in the light of modern needs, there should be another 
process of uniting all the countries Islamized, who have 
to introduce Ijtehad and be passed through the process 
of Ijma. This will be a great achievement for the entire 
Islamic world. The Younger generation must be given a 
chance to play a role of self improvement and of taking 
responsibility for public administration. All interference 
must be strictly prohibited, so that sectarian views are 
destroyed and do not affect the compromise made ad-
versely. These ideas have been already presented in a 
book reviewed the world over with the title “The Concept 
of Constitutional Law in Islam” drawn from the Quran 
and compared with modern legal concepts.                                

BY  M.G. DEVASAHAYAM

Amidst  severe doubts ex-
pressed by leaders of politi-
cal parties who  lost the As-

sembly elections in Uttar Pradesh 
and Punjab (Bahujan Samaj Party 
and the Aam Aadmi Party) about 
the possible rigging of Electronic 
Voting Machines (EVMs), the Elec-
tion Commission of India (ECI) has 
emphatically supported the ma-
chines. It has dismissed the allega-
tions as speculative and wild.The 
poll panel also asserted that it had 
not received specific complaints 
or concrete material from politi-
cal parties and candidates about 
alleged tampering of EVMs during 
the recent elections. 

In the event, ECI’s counter was 
categorical: “Such concerns about 
alleged tamperability of ECI-EVM 
have been raised earlier also since 
their introduction, including be-
fore the high court and the Su-
preme Court. These allegations 
have been dismissed. The ECI un-
equivocally reiterates that given 
effective technical and administra-
tive safeguards, EVMs are not tam-
perable and the integrity of elec-
toral process is preserved.”

On earlier occasions, when the 
EC had offered opportunities, no 
one was able to demonstrate that 
the EVM with the ECI and used 
in the country’s election process, 
could be tampered with. This was 
soon after the 2009 Parliamentary 
elections. At that time, brushing 
aside objections from political 
parties and individuals, ECI under 
the watch of then Chief Election 
Commissioner, Navin Chawla, 
not only expressed satisfaction 
that EVMs could not be tampered 
with but claimed “infallibility” for 
the machines. The “infallibility” 

theory was questioned on techni-
cal and democratic grounds. The 
ECI, along with its expert group, 
countered the technical criticism. 
The argument was that EVMs can-
not be hacked because these are 
stand-alone equipments and not 
connected to any “network”. The 
democracy argument was more 
difficult to counter. Under the 
paper-ballot system, voters had 
the satisfaction of checking the ac-
curacy of the ballot-paper before 
marking the vote; verifying wheth-
er he/she has correctly marked it, 
and physical reconstruction of the 
vote for authentication in case of 
an electoral dispute. Vote counting 
was open and transparent. Under 
the electronic voting system all 
these were lost.

Among the most active “activ-
ist” who had launched a virtual war 
against the EVM was GVL Narasim-
ha Rao, the psephologist-turned-
BJP spokesperson. He trashed the 
EVMs by arguing: the whole world 
had discarded similar EVMs; use 
of EVM is unconstitutional and 
illegal; EVM software and hard-
ware are not safe; EVMs are sit-
ting ducks; insider fraud, storing 
and counting are concerns; ECI is 
clueless on technology and there is 
trust deficit. On these grounds, he 
wrote a book, Democracy at Risk 
—Can we trust our EVM! Subrama-
nian Swamy, presently a BJP Ra-
jya Sabha MP,  too challenged the 
EVM in the Delhi High Court. In-
imitably, Swamy threw a poser and 
responded to it himself: “Why are 
the EVMs so vulnerable? Each step 
in the life cycle of a voting machine 
— from the time it is developed 
and installed to when the votes are 
recorded and the data transferred 
to a central repository for tallying 

— involves different people gain-
ing access to the machines, often 
installing new software. It wouldn’t 
be hard for anyone to paint a par-
allel programme under another 
password on one or many voting 
machines that would, before voters 
arrived at the poll stations, ensure 
a pre-determined outcome.” 

Thereafter, S.Y. Quraishi took 
over as the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and the ECI went into these 
issues and came out with the Voter 
Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) 
solution to be tried out in state as-
sembly elections and then extended 
to the whole country. VVPAT facili-
tates a voter to physically see the 
printout of the vote cast by him/her 
although this cannot be taken out of 
the polling booth. This could dispel 
the doubts about “tampering” of 
EVM substantially. With this assur-
ance, Courts disposed of the case 
in 2012. Despite tests and trials, ECI 
is nowhere near implementing the 
VVPAT decision. 

The doubt that has arisen is not 
about the efficacy of an inani-
mate machine but the integrity of 
the electoral process. Integrity is 
described as “uncompromising 
adherence to moral and ethical 
principles; soundness of moral 
character; honesty.” Unfortunate-
ly, as of now if there is one area 
where this is near-totally absent in 
India, it is in the electoral process 
through which political leaders are 
elected to govern the country. Elec-
tion is the essence of democracy 
and integrity, its salt. But, India’s 
elections have been fast losing its 
salt. Over the years, the election 
process has faced several challeng-
es to its integrity ---- “terror of ma-
fia-money”, criminalising of elec-
toral politics, massive freebies and 

malfunctioning of political parties. 
These have deprived the elections 
of integrity and a level playing 
field. It tilts heavily in favour of the 
criminal and the corrupt. Succes-
sive governments have done noth-
ing to reform the system. Thus the 
trust deficit and lurking suspicion 
about the electoral process.

Despite ECIs aggressive pos-
tures, the core technical argu-
ment that EVMs cannot be hacked 
or tampered because these are 
stand-alone equipments and not 
“networked” sounds hollow. It 
has been nailed by the German 
IT expert, Ulrich Weisner, who 
spearheaded the case leading to 
the ban on EVMs by the German 
Federal Supreme Court. According 
to him, the NEDAP (N.V. Neder-
landsche Apparatenfabriek) voting 
machines — now banned in the 
Netherlands, Ireland and Germany 
— are not networked either. They 
are similar to the Indian EVMs, and 
need to be connected to a configu-
ration device before the election, 
but work stand-alone with no con-
nection with the internet or other 
networks during the election and 
counting phase. Someone with ac-
cess to the machines can replace 
the implanted software with any 
software, including vote stealing 
software and a chess programme. 
Weisner also counters ECI’s claim 
of “non-tamperability,” saying 
that this can only refer to “by user 
operation via keys.” But someone 
who has sufficient access to open 
the machines and replace soft or 
hardware can implant virtually any 
functionality, including vote steal-
ing functionality that is only acti-
vated under certain circumstances 
and would not be spotted in tests. 
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It is about integrity of the electoral process

BY  IMRAN KHAN

Although from three different 
countries, Mahima Shrestha, 
Sadia Farhat and Rukmini 

Devi have something in common 
-- they are fighting for their own 
empowerment in the Hindu Kush 
Himalaya (HKH) countries of Ne-
pal, Bangladesh and India. They 
are among millions of women in 
the HKH region whose empower-
ment will help achieve sustainable 
development, experts say.

Shrestha has been fighting for 
land rights in her village near Kath-
mandu; Sadia has been fighting to 
send her daughters to school in a 
village in Bangladesh; Rukmini has 
been fighting for an equal wage as 
a farm labourer in a village in Bi-
har bordering Nepal. Their fight is 
not only for gender equality; it also 
reflects their hunger for empower-
ment as a means of ensuring sus-
tainable development.

According to a new research pa-
per, based on a field study by two 
experts of the Kathmandu-based 
International Centre for Integrat-
ed Mountain Development (ICI-
MOD), sustainable development 
will not be possible without girls 
and women fully realising their 
rights in all spheres of life. “Millions 

of women have been left behind, 
and gender inequality remains a 
serious concern at multiple levels 
and in many different forms. The 
issue is more serious in the Hindu 
Kush Himalayas, where the gender 
gap and gender inequality are very 
high,” Kamala Gurung and Golam 
Rasul, the two experts, said.

They said that in the HKH in 
particular, universally discrimina-
tory barriers include laws, tradi-
tions and issues of access which 
bar women from owning and in-
heriting land in many societies. In 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) 
of Bangladesh, for instance, one-
fifth of the female population can-
not inherit property, and virtually 
none of the Mro and Khyang com-
munities can.

In neighbouring Nepal, the 
government is trying to encour-
age land ownership for women 
through an incentive in the form of 
tax reductions for land registered 
in the name of a woman. However, 
in spite of this policy, the pace at 
which the share of land owned by 
women is increasing in Nepal is 
very slow. Government data based 
on land ownership certificates 
from 2011 show that women have 
limited land ownership, ranging 

from 8 to 10 percent.
This averages to less than 0.1 

hectares of land per woman per 
holding. What must be taken into 
account here is that the absence 
of claims to property can not only 
muffle the voices of women but 
also make it harder for them to 
enter and flourish in commercial, 
economic and even certain social 
activities.

“An important lesson learnt 
from several decades of gender 
research is that although gender 
relations play a critical role in the 
management of natural resources, 
women tend to be systematically 
disadvantaged in terms of access to 
resources, and decision-making,” 
the experts said.

According to data from the Fed-
eration of Community Forestry 
Users Nepal (FECOFUN), one of 
the most successful development 
initiatives in the country, women’s 
participation as decision-makers 
on the executive committees of 
community forest user groups 
(CFUGs), averaged only 25 per 
cent in 2012. The numbers clearly 
indicate that the road to achiev-
ing women’s empowerment and 
gender equality in a manner that 
prioritises the well-being of both 

men and women remains a long 
and challenging one.

Achieving greater equality be-
tween men and women will require 
a transformation in power rela-
tions between them and the break-
ing of structural barriers impeding 
progress in this area. Sustainable 
Development Goal 5, which seeks 
gender equality and empower-
ment for all women, offers an op-
portunity to embed gender equal-
ity into transformative approaches 
to sustainable development.

“Prioritising investment in the 
empowerment of girls and women 
in the HKH is not only a direct path 
towards gender equality, poverty 
reduction and inclusive economic 
growth, it also ensures that nobody 
is left behind,” the experts said.

An enabling environmental and 
transformative policy is crucial 
to ensuring sustainable develop-
ment and the social and economic 
empowerment of women. This 
would also help accelerate the 
implementation of existing com-
mitments in the 1995 Beijing Dec-
laration and Platform for Action 
(for women’s rights) and support 
conscious efforts being made to 
meet SDG 5, they added.
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Why empowering women is key to sustainable 
development in Hindu Kush Himalayas

BY VISHNU MAKHIJANI

This one surely is for posterity, 
perhaps the first exhaustive 
and definitive work on the 

India-UN connect over the past 
seven decades, presented in 70 
theme-based chapters spread over 
three sections.

"It is my conviction that the UN 
embodies in its ideals India's as-
pirations," writes Hardeep Puri, 
a former Indian Permanent Rep-
resentative to the world body, in 
one of the eight "Memoirs" in the 
profusely-illustrated 428-page 
book, "Seven Decades and Beyond 
- The UN-India Connect" that also 
contains some extremely rare pho-
tographs.

"India can both gain from and give 
to the global mission of the UN. We 
are a large multicultural and multi-
lingual country that celebrates diver-
sity. It stands to reason that the UN 
should, in terms of our civilisational 
ethos of 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' 
(the whole world is one family), reso-
nate well in India," writes Puri, who 
twice served as the President of the 

UN Security Council -- in August 
2011 and November 2012.

"Civilisational humanism and 
traditional empathy apart, the 
Indian Constitution -- anchored 
in freedom, human dignity, tol-
erance, basic and fundamental 
human rights, the rule of law and 
progressive directive principles 
of State policy -- would appear to 
make India and the UN a perfect 
fit," says Puri, who also served as 
the Chairman of the UNSC Coun-
ter-Terrorism Committee from 
January 2011 to February 2013,

How did the book, which will be 
released on Friday, come about?

Noting that three broad aspects 
are explored -- India at the UN, 
the UN and the People and UN 
Agency profiles -- Derk Segaar, 
Director of the UN Information 
Centre for India and Bhutan, says, 
"Through a historic lens, the book 
aims to uncover the lesser known 
between these entities, deepen-
ing and layering their narratives." 
Along the way, there have been 
some memorable ups -- on climate 

change, for instance -- and downs, 
to name just one, disarmament. In 
various negotiations, "India and 
other developing countries, as 
'first movers', succeeded in em-
bedding the moral imperative of 
climate change into the text of the 
UNFCCC (UN Framework Confer-
ence on Climate Change)", says the 
chapter titled "Concerted Action".

"They took the position that ex-
cessive emission of carbon dioxide 
is a root cause of climate change. 
Therefore, principles of equality 
and justice suggest that a country's 
responsibility to address climate 
change can be determined by its to-
tal emissions over time as well as its 
current emissions per capita. This 
presumes that every individual on 
the planet has an equal right to the 
common atmospheric space.

"Countries have a common re-
sponsibility to address climate 
change according to factors such as 
their emissions over time, popula-
tion and level of wealth. This idea 
of equity, after much tough nego-
tiation, was embedded into the 

UNFCCC in 1992, and thereafter 
into the Kyoto Protocol adopted 
in 1997. All later negotiations and 
agreements have taken place within 
these frameworks," the book says.

Arundhati Ghosh, a former Per-
manent Representative to the UN of-
fice in Geneva, writes in anger of the 
"sleight of hand" manner in which 
the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty "was 
sent to the General Assembly where 
India not only did not sign it but also 
voted against it". Ghosh died in July 
2016 soon after penning her memoir.

Among the others accorded this 
honour are Lt. Gen. Satish Nam-
biar (retd), a former Force Com-
mander of the UN Protection 
Force in Bosnia and Herzagovina; 
Chinmaya Gharekhan, a former 
Permanent Representative to the 
UN and UN Special Coordinator 
for the Middle East Peace Process; 
and Shashi Tharoor, a former UN 
Under-Secretary General for Com-
munications and Public Informa-
tion and former Minister of State 
for External Affairs.
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India's UN connect: A treasured tome

Federal legal structure must be developed 
to link the Arab countries and prevent 
outsiders or undemocratic personnel 

to interfere in this process 
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Politics wins out over economics for India’s Modi
BY PANKAJ MISHRA

The legal cases against Yogi Aditya-
nath, the new chief minister of Ut-
tar Pradesh, India’s most populous 

and politically significant state, include 
attempted murder and criminal intimida-
tion. This freshly anointed leader of 200 
million Indians, nearly 20 per cent of whom 
are Muslim, wishes to install Hindu idols in 
every mosque in India, and has said that “if 
one Hindu is killed we won’t go to the po-
lice, we’ll kill 10 Muslims.” Needless to add, 
he has fulsomely endorsed Donald Trump’s 
immigration ban on citizens from several 
Muslim-majority nations.

Well before Trump, the global wave of 
demagoguery crested in the world’s largest 
democracy with the 2014 election of Naren-
dra Modi, a lifelong member of the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a Hindu 
supremacist organisation. Since then, the 
Economist wrote last week, “Modi has done 
nothing to stifle a growing culture of intol-
erance in India, not just towards Muslims, 
but towards all critics of the prickly na-
tionalism that the BJP espouses.” Still, the 
decision by Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party 
to exalt Adityanath to high political office 
provoked shock and consternation. Some 

observers of Indian politics are mortified 
that the party that won the Uttar Pradesh 
elections last week on a promise of deliver-
ing economic development and jobs now 
appears to be backtracking.

Such “shocks,” it is safe to say, are felt 
only by the deluded, the naive and the dis-
ingenuous. Adityanath’s apotheosis is sim-
ply more evidence of what’s been obvious 
to anyone who has witnessed the Hindu na-
tionalists’ ascent to power through decades 
of violence and hateful rhetoric.

Modi, himself accused of complicity in 
large-scale violence against Muslims while 
chief minister of Gujarat state in 2002, has 
never concealed his loyalty to the exclu-
sionary ideals of Hindu nationalism. Nor 
has he ever downplayed his determination 
to do what it takes to entrench “Hindutva” 
(literally, “Hindu-ness”) in Indian institu-
tions. His election promise of development 
and jobs is among other things a means to 
a higher goal: making India a strong Hindu 
nation. Those who expect only develop-
ment and economic reforms from Modi 
— and who excuse his more inflammatory 
statements as the price to be paid to win 
political support — ought to re-examine 
their assumptions. Increasingly, they re-

semble those well-intentioned but deluded 
commentators who thought that the Bush 
administration’s war in Iraq, sold on a false 
pretext, would bring democracy to the Mid-
dle East. They ignore a simple and eternally 
valid lesson: Tainted means can never bring 
about beneficial ends.

After noting Modi’s indifference to the 
assault on civil society in India, the Econo-
mist adds, “Yet he has also pressed ahead 
with economic reforms.” There is no hint 
here of how Modi’s political and economic 
policies are to be reconciled. Indeed, the 
ideological fervour implicit in such words 
as “yet” and “also” remind us that “more 
reforms” has been the battle cry of foreign 
investors and the financial press for nearly 
three decades.

 Russia’s former president Boris Yeltsin, 
for instance, was praised, by the Econo-
mist, among others, for his “reforms” even 
as he supervised the fire sale of his country 
to oligarchs. Rwanda’s despotic leader Paul 
Kagame repeatedly gets the benefit of the 
doubt because he is thought to be an eco-
nomic “moderniser.” But politicians ap-
pearing to pursue economic reforms have 
their own specifically political agendas, 
such as Modi’s Hindu nationalism, which 

relies on demonising a large section of the 
Indian population and condemning Mus-
lims in particular to second-class citizen-
ship. It is far from clear that the benefits of 
economic reforms will be available to all 
under such a regime.

This is why the sloganeering about re-
forms today inadvertently echoes the many 
intellectual defences of appalling regimes 
in the past. Many respectable businessmen 
and writers hailed fascists and Stalinists 
for making the trains run on time and the 
economy grow faster. For these cheerlead-
ers of economic modernisation, a brighter 
future always seemed about to dawn, until 
the encroaching darkness became impos-
sible to ignore.

At the best of times, the abstract projects 
referred to by the cliche “economic re-
forms” have long-term and uncertain out-
comes; they cannot be used to condone the 
basic contempt for individual dignity that 
many would-be economic reformers defi-
antly manifest in the present. For too long, 
investors, op-ed pundits and journalists 
have legitimised and normalised unsavoury 
politicians by going on about “reforms” and 
“modernisation.” It is time to stop.
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Economic reform benefits are unlikely to be available to all under a regime which relies on demonising a large section of the population

BY MARWAN KABALAN

Last week, forces loyal to General 
Khalifa Haftar regained control of 
Libya’s coastal “Oil Crescent”, a bay, 

roughly 200km long, which extends be-
tween the oil ports of Sirte and Ras Lanuf. 
The area along this coastal strip contains 
60 per cent of Libya’s proven oil reserve. 
This comes less than two weeks since a 
tribal force called the Benghazi Defence 
Brigade (BDB), loyal to the Tripoli-based 
government of National Accord (GNA), 
took control of the oil fields.

In fact, the conflict for the control of 
Libya’s strategic oil fields started soon af-
ter the regime of former leader Muammar 
Gaddafi was overthrown in the summer of 
2011. Until September 2016, when forces 
loyal to General Haftar took control, the 
oil fields were managed by the Oil Instal-
lation Guards. A local tribal force loyal to 
the GNA. The seizure of the main oil fields 
by General Haftar was seen as turning 
point in Libya’s six-year old civil war. Yet, 
while Haftar was trying to amass local and 
external backing to advance towards the 
capital, Tripoli, BDB launched an offen-
sive from Jufra in the south, and quickly 
grabbed control of the Oil Crescent.

The intensity of the present conflict in 
Libya results from the fact that no single 
armed group has been able to tip the bal-
ance of power on the ground in its favour. 
In this conflict, the Oil Crescent is a vital 
bargaining chip.

Haftar’s control of the vital oil-produc-
ing region put him in a better position 
to change the terms of the controversial 
Sukhairat Agreement to make it better 
suits his interests. The Sukhairat Agree-
ment, signed by parts of Libya’s political 
forces in the eponymous Moroccan city 
in December 2015 sought to establish a 
political process to end the civil conflict. 
Supported by Aguila Saleh, speaker of the 
House of Representatives, Haftar insists 
on the implementation of Article 13 of the 
Sukhairat Agreement, which stipulates 
that the House of Representatives, also 
known as the “Tobruk Parliament” is the 
country’s sole legitimate legislature, re-
sponsible for ratifying the government and 
for legislating during the interim period.

Article 8 of the same text gives the Lib-
yan presidency the right to nominate all 
of the major positions within the state ap-
paratus. Haftar has refused to accept that 
part of the Sukhairat Agreement, which 
would leave a number of key positions 
— including the Chief of Libyan Intelli-
gence and the Chief of the Armed Forces 
— at the discretion of Libya’s Presidential 
Council, the leadership body of the Trip-
oli-based government of Fayez Al Sarraj.

Since capturing Tripoli in March of 
2016, the Presidential Council has not 
been able to provide leadership for the 
country. Its writ does not even extend 
to all of the territory nominally under its 
control in western Libya. Frictions and 
fighting amongst rival armed groups in 
Tripoli reflect on the ability of the Presi-
dential Council to address a modicum of 
economic and security concerns of the 
civilians living in its areas, much less to 
govern Libya. On top of that it has so far 
failed to consolidate its military forces 
into a centralised force. In sum, Libya’s 
Presidential Council has not been able to 
strengthen its rule in the west of Libya or 
to win foreign backers. Even the windfall 
of the Oil Crescent landing in their laps for 
a brief period has proven to be too much 
for the GNA/Presidential Council. The 
GNA’s Minister of Defence was not able 
to protect the oil installations along the 
coast in the requisite speed, even with the 
assistance of the Oil Installation Guards.
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Libyan 
conflict far 
from over

How Putin forged his Russian heartland

BY ANNE GARRELS

Any number of journalists are now 
scouring the American heartland to 
find out what they missed in the run-

up to the United States presidential elec-
tion. For more than 20 years, I’ve done the 
same in Russia to try to understand the po-
litical aftershocks of the Soviet Union’s col-
lapse. I was convinced, as a reporter there 
on and off from the 1970s, that Moscow was 
not Russia.

By 1993, despite western praise, sup-
port and optimism for the Boris Yeltsin 
government, my travels beyond the belt-
way suggested that the post-Soviet Rus-
sian heartland was much more fragile than 
was generally accepted. I took out a map, 
chose one region and continued to spend 
time there until 2015. And thanks to Skype, 
I remain in constant contact. A thousand 
miles east of Moscow, Chelyabinsk is a 
gritty, polluted industrial area the size of 
Belgium, with a population of three mil-
lion. And it is typical of much of the coun-
try outside of the capital. Unlike Moscow, 
bursting at the seams with people and at-
tracting all the money, Chelyabinsk — de-
pendent on steel, mining and out-of-date 
military plants — was, and is, struggling 
for its life.

A closed region until 1993, it at last 
opened to foreigners and suddenly became 
dependent on a free market, about which 
it knew nothing. There was a glimmer of 
hope that so-called “democratic reforms” 
would lead quickly to western-style pros-
perity and “freedom”, but conditions were 
desperate: Miners and factory workers 
weren’t being paid; and doctors, reliant on 
western aid, scrambled for X-ray plates and 
medicines. Local people flocked to novel-
ties such as meetings of western missionar-
ies, curious about their religion and ideas. 
The Russian Orthodox Church was frozen 
in the past, concentrating only on gilding 
domes. Non-governmental organisations 
funded by the west had begun to make 
inroads, encouraging human rights, en-
vironmental and social programmes. But 
for the most part people were lost. They 
were losing their jobs, as corrupt factory 
chiefs and bureaucrats, conniving with 

former state officials, stole, sold and dis-
mantled production facilities in the name 
of privatisation, all with the blessing of the 
western-backed Yeltsin government. When 
I suggested that Russians were doing the 
stealing, one engineer replied: “You [west-
erners] taught us how to, and we are good 
learners.”

Marriages broke up as men could not face 
the ignominy of unemployment and took to 
drink and the sofa. Children were given up 
for adoption by foreigners, which over time 
would become a national shame. In 1996, 
the region voted to bring back the Commu-
nists. Boris Yeltsin, with US backing, stole 
back the election and temporarily managed 
to put in his own bureaucrats. Things only 
got worse in 1998 when Russia defaulted on 
its loans: The people of this area once again 
lost what little they had saved, and the oli-
garchs just got richer, in yet more deals that 
Russians perceived, with some justifica-
tion, to have been brokered by the West.

I watched as the people of Chelyabinsk 
began to search for an identity — a Russian 
identity that would give them pride. Vladi-
mir Putin’s unexpected ascent to power 
in 2000 was, for many, a godsend. In stark 
contrast to the ageing Yeltsin, Putin was a 
sober, youngish leader who managed to 
destroy, however brutally, the Chechen in-
surgency, an initial step towards restoring 
confidence in the military and security ser-
vices. How he did that was not questioned. 
Rampant crime came under control. With 
a surge in oil, gas and raw material prices 
he was able to raise social benefits. Loans 
and mortgages suddenly became available. 
A modest middle class emerged.

Corruption continued and indeed wors-
ened but there was a trade-off. The people 
of Chelyabinsk complained bitterly, but 
they started to enjoy buying power. Small 
businesses, cafes and restaurants, long vis-
ible in Moscow but not out here, began to 
emerge. Some people even began to take 
cheap package trips abroad. Chelyabinsk 
in the mid-2000s changed beyond recog-
nition. Next to a still-standing statue of 
Lenin, the centre of town boasted an el-
egant pedestrianised walk, comparable to 
the famous Arbat in Moscow, where res-

taurants offering cappuccino and sushi 
rubbed shoulders with the best high street 
shops. Trips to Ikea redecorated the bur-
geoning suburbs, where new apartment 
blocks were finally solving rampant famil-
ial overcrowding.

With this came a growing sense of what 
Russia might be again — and, despite the 
desire for everything western, a growing re-
sentment towards the West. Sick of beating 
up on themselves, and having the rest of the 
world join the chorus, more and more in 
Chelyabinsk began to wear Orthodox cross-
es. They were disillusioned with western 
financial intervention. Though there was 
never a promise not to expand Nato, there 
had been a pledge not to take advantage of 
a crippled Russia.

As Nato expanded to Russia’s borders, 
and the US appeared to dismiss Russian 
concerns around the globe, Putin brilliantly 
played on festering wounds, talking about 
a resurgent national identity and pride. 
The huge 2010-11 Moscow demonstrations 
against corruption in political high places 
— which were covered extensively in the 
western media — were not replicated in 
the provinces. For all his faults, Putin was 
largely seen as a saviour.

Yes, there was some resistance to Putin’s 
increasing control, but the opposition — 
inchoate, confused and conflicted — was 
easily undermined. Journalist friends of 
mine were in despair as their freedom to 
challenge Putin shrank. Local businesses 
would not advertise on any media that were 
not pro-Putin, lest his tax police turn up on 
the doorstep. Corruption was so endemic 
that everyone was tainted, and everyone 
fearful.

But that was Russia’s business. When 
Hillary Clinton, the Democratic presidential 
candidate in the United States, compared 
Putin to Adolf Hitler, she only galvanised 
local support. People were learning more 
about the peccadilloes of other countries, 
including the US, and they resented outside 
criticism. I challenged one friend about Pu-
tin’s growing police state and his own ap-
parent corruption, and he said “when there 
is a fire, you don’t ask who the fireman is”. 
Full stop. Putin’s seizure of Crimea, histori-

cally part of Russia, was applauded by an 
overwhelming majority, including many in 
the opposition. Over the years I kept asking 
my acquaintances in Chelyabinsk — every-
one from teachers to builders and street 
cleaners — where the “red lines” were, be-
yond which Putin could not go. Some said 
restricting the internet. 

Putin has played this well, clamping 
down on and off, but leaving websites 
open enough to be acceptable to most. 
Human rights activists have been largely 
silenced, labelled as “foreign agents” and 
having their funding from the west shut 
down, but there has been no public protest. 
What about the economic downturn, and 
Russia’s continued reliance on plummet-
ing oil and gas prices and sanctions? Local 
protests are allowed to vent about rising 
utility costs, but this hasn’t turned the ma-
jority against Putin, many still buying into 
the promise that, given western attempts to 
isolate Russia, the country needs to be self-
sufficient — and while this is tough for now 
it will be better in the long run.

The borders remain open, so those who 
don’t like what’s going on can still leave. 
Stubborn, intrepid journalists, with no 
chance of employment, seek asylum else-
where. Some of the most talented in other 
fields, with opportunities abroad, are also 
voting with their feet. Others I know in Che-
lyabinsk are protecting themselves from 
future uncertainty by having their babies 
thousands of miles away in Miami. For 
now, Putin retains either astounding popu-
larity or silence from those who remain.

Whatever opportunity there was in the 
1990s to reconfigure Cold War structures 
such as Nato, has passed and a resurgent, 
defiant Russia now sees itself surrounded 
by enemies — and is itself now seen as 
an enemy, if not by US President Don-
ald Trump then by many on Capitol Hill. 
Trump’s ham-fisted, less-than-secret ap-
proaches have so far backfired. And what 
wounded Russians began to say some years 
ago – make Russia great again – is now 
echoed by confused Americans. This gives 
life to the definition of tragedy.
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Local protests are allowed to vent about rising utility costs, but this hasn’t turned the majority against the 
Russian president, with many still buying into the promise that given western attempts to isolate Russia, 

the country needs to be self-sufficient

BY JAIDEEP SARIN 

Unlike a politician or a royal, both of 
which he is, Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Amarinder Singh does not hold 

back on sharing information about himself. 
This is reflected in his just-released autho-
rised biography. "Amarinder emerged as a 
model for a dispassionate biography, which 
many political leaders would find hard to 
emulate. Amarinder never ducked answer-
ing a personal or awkward question," au-
thor Khushwant Singh (not to be confused 
with the famous writer), who has penned 
Amarinder's authorised biography "The 
People's Maharaja" (Hay House India/Rs 
699/pp 392), told IANS in an interview here. 
While the idea of the biography emerged at 
a time when Amarinder Singh was down 
politically, after leading his Congress party 
to its second successive defeat in Punjab's 
assembly elections in 2012, the timing of its 
release was extremely apt -- coming just 20 

days ahead of Amarinder leading the Con-
gress' revival in Punjab by sweeping the 
assembly polls and becoming Chief Minis-
ter for the second time. "I will not hesitate 
to state that he was the frankest of all the 
people that I interviewed while doing the 
spadework of this biography. Also, never 
during the writing of the text did he request 
that any insertion or deletion be done. Nei-
ther did he seek adulation," Khushwant, 
who has authored four books earlier, in-
cluding the best-selling "Sikhs Unlimited" 
(2007); the gripping "Turbaned Tornado - 
The Oldest Marathon Runner Fauja Singh" 
(2011) and the widely-acclaimed novel 
"Maharaja in Denims" (2014), pointed out. 
"Usually political leaders would try to con-
trol an authorised biography. In an autho-
rised biography, there is always a fear that 
it will be compromised. Nothing of the sort 
happened here. As a subject and the author, 
we both understood the sanctity of not 

pushing a false narrative," said Khushwant, 
who has varied interests -- from horticul-
ture and agriculture to writing a column 
for a leading national daily. Even events 
like Amarinder's difference of opinion with 
Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi, 
when he came close, in late 2015, to quit-
ting the party over a year ahead of the as-
sembly polls that he eventually won and 
started the process of Congress revival in 
a state; realistic acknowledgement of him 
and his wife Preneet Kaur (former Union 
Minister of State for External Affairs) "drift-
ing apart after two decades" of marriage 
but still standing "united in politics"; taking 
his detractors head-on over the issue of his 
friendship with Pakistani journalist Aroosa 
Alam; or his taking a stand and quitting 
the Congress in 1984 over Operation Blue-
star ordered by then Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi to root out heavily-armed terrorists 
from the Golden Temple complex (where 

the holiest of Sikh shrines, the Harmandir 
Sahib, is located). "You took any question 
to him and he frankly replied to it. The onus 
was on the biographer to ask questions 
based on research. It is not a normal biog-
raphy of a political man. There is ancestry, a 
very action-packed early life, a military life, 
a writer's life and his social and personal 
fronts," Khushwant pointed out. Asked 
about Amarinder as a person, Khushwant 
said: "He is quite belligerent as a person, 
if he is decided on something. It's very dif-
ficult to convince him the other way. He is 
a man who is very particular about his per-
sonal space, about protocol and conduct 
in the public space." The book mentions 
that hardly has anyone around Amarinder 
ever heard him use cuss words or really get 
angry. Even in situations where Amarinder 
disagrees with someone during a discus-
sion, he would withdraw instead of being 
impolite or rude to the other person.    IANS

‘Amarinder emerged as a model for a dispassionate biography’
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Man held for ‘driving 
at crowd’ in Belgium
Brussels, March 23 (IANS) A man was arrested in the Belgian 

city of Antwerp after he drove at high speed towards a crowd 
on Thursday, police said. According to police, the vehicle had 
French number plates and was driven “at high speed” into the 
Meir, Antwerp’s main shopping street. “A man in camouflage 
was taken away,” BBC quoted a police spokesman as saying. 
No injuries were reported. Security has been stepped up in 
the city, he said. The attack comes a day after a British-born 
lone ranger drove a car along London’s Westminster Bridge, 
killing four persons -- including the attacker -- and injuring 
40. It was also the day Belgium marked the first anniversary of 
the twin bomb attacks here which left 32 persons dead.

Air India flight 
grounded in London

 after bird hit
Ahmedabad/London, March 23 (IANS) National carrier 

Air India on Thursday said its Ahmedabad-London-Newark 
flight was grounded in London after a bird hit the aircraft. 
“AI-171 Ahmedabad-London-Newark flight was grounded 
due to bird hit incident yesterday (Wednesday). Due to this 
unfortunate incident, London Newark and Newark London 
flight is cancelled,” Air India said in a statement.

“Due to the bird hit, the nose of the aircraft is damaged and 
also the radome. Flight is grounded in London and mainte-
nance/repair work is going on,” it added.  “Engineering de-
partment is hopeful that the aircraft will be ready for next 
schedule, that is, from London to Ahmedabad,” it said. For 
London-Newark passengers, alternative arrangement has 
been made, Air India stated.

Nine Afghan 
policemen killed

Kabul, March 23 (IANS) Nine police personnel were killed 
on Thursday in an attack in Afghanistan’s Kunduz province, 
a security official said. “A police official apparently affiliated 
with the Taliban group gunned down the victims at a check-
point near Kunduz city and escaped,” the official told Xinhua 
news agency.

Beijing officials 
‘warned’ US bomber 

during flyover
Washington, March 23 (IANS) Beijing officials warned a US 

military aircraft during a routine East China Sea flyover tell-
ing the pilots that they were illegally operating in its airspace 
and ordering the American plane to leave, a top official said. 
The pilots of the US Air Force B-1B Lancer bomber aircraft on 
Sunday responded to the Chinese air traffic controllers, say-
ing that they were conducting routine operations in interna-
tional airspace and did not deviate from their flight path, US 
Pacific Air Forces spokesman Major Phil Ventura told CNN 
on Wednesday.

The bombers had entered the Chinese Air Defence Identi-
fication Zone (ADIZ) in the East China Sea, which covers air-
space and islands that are also claimed by Japan. “Pacific Air 
Forces ... did not recognise the ADIZ when was announced 
in November 2013, and neither does not recognise it today,” 
Ventura said.

“The ADIZ has not changed our operations”. The US plane 
was flying 70 nautical miles southwest of South Korea’s Jeju 
Island. The ADIZ declaration required airlines flying over the 
designated waters to first notify Chinese authorities before 
transiting, reports CNN.  The US and Japanese governments 
do not recognise China’s claim on the area. According to the 
US Air Force, the Guam-based B-1 bomber was conducting a 
series of training missions with Japanese and South Korean 
military aircraft.

Matter of time before 
ISIS leader Baghdadi 

killed: Tillerson
Washington, Mar 22 : US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson has 

said that Islamic State group leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi will 
be killed as nearly all of his deputies are now dead and it is “only 
a matter of time” that he meets the same fate. “Nearly all of Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi’s deputies are now dead, including the mas-
termind behind the attacks in Brussels, Paris, and elsewhere. It 
is only a matter of time before Baghdadi himself meets the same 
fate,” Tillerson said yesterday at a ministerial plenary for the 
68-nation Global Coalition to defeat Islamic State (ISIS). The co-
alition, of which India is not a part, has made significant progress 
in the fight against ISIS. In addition to the latest meaningful finan-
cial contributions, the flow of foreign terrorist fighters into Syria 
and Iraq is down 90 per cent over the past year. It is harder for 
terrorists to get in, and more importantly, harder for them to get 
out to threaten these countries, he said. 

Tillerson said the ongoing Iraqi-led retaking of Mosul is push-
ing ISIS out of a key stronghold and liberating more than a mil-
lion civilians. “This Mosul campaign could not have succeeded 
without the cooperation between the Iraqi Security Forces and 
the Kurdish Peshmerga,” he said. 

WORLD SNIPPETS

Washington, March 
23 (IANS) Neil Gor-
such, President Donald 
Trump's nominee for the 
vacant Supreme Court 
seat, completed his Sen-
ate confirmation hearings 
and managed to avoid 
commenting on the legal-
ity of the travel ban.

The three hearings be-
fore the Senate Judiciary 
Committee came to a 
conclusion on Wednes-
day without Gorsuch hav-
ing to take a public posi-
tion on Trump's executive 
order, an issue of vital 
importance to Demo-
crats, who want to assure 
themselves that the mag-
istrate has the willpower 
to oppose the President 
who nominated him, Efe 
news reported. The ability 
of the judge to dodge the 

questions of Democratic 
lawmakers ultimately be-
gan to "irritate" California 
Senator Dianne Feinstein, 
the highest-ranking Dem-
ocrat on the committee.

"What worries me is 
you have been very much 
able to avoid any specific-
ity like no one I have ever 
seen before," Feinstein 
said.  And maybe that's a 
virtue, I don't know. But 
for us on this side, know-
ing where you stand on 
major questions of the 

day is really important 
to a vote 'aye', and so 
that's why we pressed 
and pressed." Even at 
earlier hearings, Gorsuch 
continued to avoid mak-
ing any pronouncement 
on the revised travel 
ban signed by Trump on 
March 6 to temporarily 
bar US entry to refugees 
and the citizens of six 
Muslim-majority nations, 
a measure that has since 
been blocked by two fed-
eral judges.

Gorsuch also managed 
to dodge taking a position 
on abortion, same-sex mar-
riage and campaign financ-
ing, the dynamic of which 
changed in 2010 when the 
Supreme Court allowed 
the creation of so-called 
"superPACs" that can take 
in and donate unlimited 
amounts of money to po-
litical candidates. Gorsuch 
answered all these ques-
tions with the same phrase.

"I have declined to of-
fer any promises, hints 
or previews of how I'd 
resolve any case." Thus, 
like many other Supreme 
Court nominees, Gorsuch 
was able to get through 
the confirmation hearings 
without taking a political 
position that could restrict 
him in future votes on the 
high court. 

Washington, Mar 23 (IANS)  
Over 100 US lawmakers have 
asked India to give a "temporary 
reprieve" to an American donor 
NGO until a more permanent 
solution can be found under the 
Indian laws for the Christian or-
ganisation to function.

Compassion International is 
said to be shutting down its India 
operations after it was put under 
'prior permission category' in May 

last year. When a donor organisa-
tion is put under this category, it 
is barred from funding any Indian 
NGO without the government's 
approval.

In December, the Home Minis-
try said it was unlikely to reconsid-
er the decision, notwithstanding 
appeals by American authorities. 
The reports of the shutdown came 
amid allegations that the charity 
was engaging in religious conver-

sion. Led by Congressman Ed 
Royce, Chairman of the powerful 
House Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, and its Ranking Member Eliot 
Engel, as many as 107 lawmakers 
from both Democratic and Re-
publican parties have signed the 
letter written to Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh. "The Christian 
charity organisation would soon 
be forced to end its programme in 
India, through which it provides 

critical tuition, nutrition and med-
ical services to more than 145,000 
children," the letter said.

"We want to be clear with you 
that we expect all American en-
tities operating within India to 
respect India's laws, including 
Compassion. Having seen the 
important poverty alleviation 
work being done by CI, it is our 
sincere hope that this situation 
can be resolved quickly by your 

issuing a temporary reprieve," 
according to the letter dated 
March 21. Expressing their deep 
concern over the alleged lack of 
"transparency and consistency" 
in Indian government's enforce-
ment of the Foreign Contribu-
tions Regulations Act, the letter 
warned that the ongoing case of 
Compassion International will 
have harmful consequences for 
many Indian children.

New Delhi, Mar 23 (IANS) 
Pakistan today asserted 
that the Jammu and Kash-
mir issue must be resolved 
as per the "aspirations of 
Kashmiris", saying it can 
be suppressed but not 
quelled. Pakistan High 
Commissioner to India 
Abdul Basit in his Pakistan 
Day speech at the Embassy 
here also said that Islam-
abad wants to have a good 
and peaceful relationship 
with New Delhi and resolve 
all issues. "Our policy is to 
promote peace, especially 
in Asia, where we have tried 
to have better ties with all 
our neighbours. These ties 
must be based on equal 
footing and loyalty and our 
efforts have been in that di-
rection," he said. "As far as 
the Jammu and Kashmir is-
sue is concerned, it should 
be resolved as per the as-
pirations of Kashmiris and 

hopefully it will be. "We 
hope that we will resolve 
the issue but as per the 
aspirations of Kashmiris 
('unki umangon ke muta-
bik ho')," he said.

Kashmir has remained a 
long-standing unresolved 
issue between the coun-
tries causing acrimony on 
both sides. Basit went to to 
say that the aspirations of 
people "can be suppressed 
but not quelled ('tarikh 
gawah hay ki azadi ki teh-
rik huyin hain unko waqti 
taur pe dabaya ja sakta le-
kin...khatam nahin kiya ja 
sakta')". "And, I hope the 
struggle of the Kashmiris 
will, god willing, prove 
successful ('jo jaddo jehat 
Kashmiri kar rahen hayn, 
wo inshallah kamyab ho')," 
he said, but did not elabo-
rate. When later asked as to 
what he meant by "aspira-
tions", Basit just said.

London attack toll is four, 
eight suspects held

Syrian army kills 
150 rebels during 

Damascus offensive

London, March 23 (IANS) 
Eight suspects were taken into 
custody in Britain as police on 
Thursday put the death toll in the 
terror attack in the heart of Lon-
don at four. Seven of the people 
wounded in the Wednesday at-
tack near Parliament were still in 
hospital and in critical condition, 
police said. Twenty-nine were 
discharged from hospitals.

Mark Rowley, Acting Deputy 
Commissioner and head of 
Counter-Terrorism unit, said 
the dead included a woman in 
her 40s, a man in his 50s, police 
officer Keith Palmer and the at-
tacker.  Most media reports ear-
lier said three members of the 
public were killed when the lone 
attacker, who has not been iden-
tified and who was later shot 
dead, ran over pedestrians over 
the iconic Westminster Bridge.

He then stabbed the unarmed 
Palmer on the grounds of Parlia-
ment.  Rowley said hundreds of 
detectives worked through the 
night and carried out searches at 

six addresses, the BBC reported. 
Inquiries were held in London, 
Birmingham and other parts of the 
country.  "It is still our belief ... that 
this attacker acted alone and was 
inspired by international terrorism 
... Islamist terrorism," Rowley said.

At least 40 people were hit on the 
crowded bridge when the attacker 
drove a 4x4 along the pavement, 
knocking down pedestrians before 
crashing into a fence below Big Ben. 
One woman fell into the Thames 
from the bridge but was said to be 
alive, media reports said. The in-
truder, described by a witness as 
"middle-aged and Asian", broke into 
the grounds of Parliament where 

he fatally stabbed the police officer 
with two knives. The policeman 
died at the scene. The attacker, shot 
by other police officers, died after he 
was taken to hospital. On Thursday, 
Indian President Pranab Mukherjee 
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
joined world leaders to denounce 
the London killings. "Shocked to 
hear of (the) terrorist attack in Lon-
don," Mukherjee tweeted. He said 
India stood by the United Kingdom 
and that "terrorism must be met 
through collective action by the in-
ternational community". Modi said: 
"Deeply saddened... Our thoughts 
and prayers are with the victims and 
their families. 

Damascus, March 23 
(IANS) The Syrian army has 
killed over 150 rebels during 
the three-day long military 
showdown in the eastern 
part of the capital Damas-
cus, state news agency SANA 
reported on Wednesday.

Hundreds of rebels were 
wounded during the bat-
tles, said SANA, adding that 
the government forces also 
destroyed three explosive-
laden vehicles, and killed 
seven suicide bombers be-
fore reaching their destina-
tion at military posts east of 
Damascus.

The report came a day 
after the Syrian army con-
fronted the second wave of 

rebel attack from the rebel-
held neighborhood east of 
Damascus on government-
controlled areas in the east-
ern parts of the capital that 
started on Tuesday morn-
ing.

On Sunday, the rebels of 
the Al Qaeda-linked Nus-
ra Front and like-minded 
groups unleashed the first 
attack on the capital, raiding 
down the city with tens of 
mortar shells and explosive 
bullets. The military forces 
called in reinforcements 
from the elite forces of the 
4th Division and the Syrian 
Republican Guards' unit, to 
help protect the capital east-
ern part.

Saudi foreign Minister Adel al-jubeir meets with I
raqi Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi Wednesday on the siddelines 

of the anti-Daesh coalition meetin in Washington.

J&K issue must be 
resolved as per Kashmiris' 

aspirations: Pak

Chinese Defence 
Minister arrives 

in Nepal
Kathmandu, March 23 (IANS) Chinese Defence 

Minister General Chang Wanquan arrived here on 
Thursday on a three-day official visit. This is the 
first high-profile visit from China to Nepal after 
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal took office 
last August. China and Nepal are next month con-
duction joint military drills the dates of which will 
be announced during Chang's stay, officials said.

Leading a 19-member delegation, Chang 
arrived in Nepal on the invitation of his Ne-
pali counterpart Defence Minister Bal Krishna 
Khand after concluding his Sri Lanka visit.

Khand, other senior officials of Nepal's De-
fence Ministry and Nepal Army personnel wel-
comed the Chinese Minister upon his arrival.  
General Chang is also scheduled to meet Presi-
dent Bidya Devi Bhandari and Nepal Army Chief 
General Rajendra Chhetri on Friday. He is also 
slated to visit the earthquake-damaged heritage 
sites and monuments at the Basantapur Durbar 
area in Kathmandu. "As comets approach the 
sun, they go into overdrive and exhibit spectac-
ular changes on their surface," El-Maarry said. 
Between August 2014 and September 2016, 
Rosetta orbited comet 67P during the comet's 
swing through the inner solar system.

Trump's Supreme Court pick 
complete Senate hearings

Over 100 lawmakers ask India to allow US-based NGO to function
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New Delhi, March 23 (IANS) 
BSES, one of Delhi’s two power 
distribution companies (dis-
coms), on Thursday said cash 
counters at division offices of its 
sister discoms BSES Rajdhani 
Power Ltd (BRPL) and BSES Ya-
muna Power Ltd (BYPL) will re-
main open on March 26, 2017, 
which is a Sunday, between 9 am 
and 3 pm.

“In addition, BSES consumers 
can also pay their electricity bills 
on all seven days of the week be-

tween 8 am and 8 pm at the 75 
bill payment kiosks installed at 
division offices and select com-
plaint centres,” a BSES release 
said here. 

In a move to encourage digital 
payment of electricity bills on 
time, BSES has also announced 
a cash back scheme valid till 
March-end by which consumers 
stand to benefit by up to Rs 200 
if they pay their bills by the due 
date.

“Apart from e-wallets, con-

sumers can pay their electricity 
bills conveniently at over 4,000 
locations, through a wide spec-
trum of options, including BSES 
drop boxes, credit and debit 
cards, net banking, auto debit, 
neighbourhood Easy Bill, Money 
N Mobile and Oxigen outlets, 
ITZ Cash Cards, bill payment ki-
osks, cheque in mail facility and 
RTGS/NEFT through banks for 
key consumers,” a BSES spokes-
person said.

“Consumers with the due date 
of their electricity bill in April 
2017 are also eligible to par-
ticipate, provided they pay their 
bill by March 31, 2017. This has 
been done to enable maximum 
number of consumers to avail 
the benefit,” the spokesperson 
added.

New Delhi, March 23 (IANS) As-
serting that the government fully 
stood by its November 8 demoneti-
sation, Union Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley on Thursday said the decision 
was needed to “shock the shadow 
economy” running parallel to the 
country’s economy.

Responding to a lengthy debate in 
the Rajya Sabha on the 2017-18 Gen-
eral Budget, the minister said that in 

the last seven decades, Indians have 
found ways and means to avoid pay-
ing taxes.

“As one goes to buy property, he is 
given two quotations (one with tax 
and another without tax),” he said, 
adding that this system needed to be 
shaken.

Jaitley also criticised the opposi-
tion, especially the Congress, for its 
protests against the demonetisation 

of old Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 notes, say-
ing they “exaggerated” issues related 
to the ban on high-value currency 
notes.

“Some said new currency note of 
Rs 2,000 will be copied and it will 
lead to more crime,” the minister 
said.

He said crime will continue as long 
as humanity exists and asked wheth-
er cash facilitated crime.

Announcing that the government 
was expecting to generate Rs 17 lakh 
crore through direct and indirect 
taxes during fiscal 2016-17, the min-
ister said: “Only Parliament has the 
authority to decide how the funds 
would be used.”

“The informal economy is being 
integrated into the formal one and 
the size of economy is increasing,” 
he said, adding that it would help 
government support all welfare and 
developmental schemes.

Jaitley expressed happiness that 
the taxation base in India was in-
creasing as more and more people 
were being brought under the bank-
ing system.

He appreciated the government’s 
efforts on Goods and Services Tax 
and said that almost all decisions 
related to it vis-a-vis state govern-
ments were taken in a “very cordial 
manner”.

Amarinder seeks farm loan 
waiver for Punjab

We stand by demonetisation; 
‘shock’ was needed: Jaitley

Mumbai, March 23 (IANS) India’s 
current account deficit (CAD) rose 
to $7.9 billion in the third quarter 
(October-December) of 2016-17 
from $7.1 billion in the same quar-
ter of 2015-16, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) said on Thursday.

“Despite a slightly lower trade 
deficit on a year-on-year (y-o-y) 
basis, the CAD widened primarily 
on account of a decline in net invis-
ible receipts,” the Reserve Bank of 
India said in a statement here on 
the country’s Balance of Payments 
(BoP) during the third quarter.

The CAD for Q3 accounts for 1.4 
per cent of the GDP (Gross Domes-
tic Product) as against 1.4 per cent 
of the GDP in the same quarter in 
2015.

“Net services receipts moderated 
on a y-o-y basis, primarily owing to 
the fall in earnings from software, 
financial services and charges for 
intellectual property rights,” the 
statement noted.

Private transfer receipts, mainly 

representing remittances by Indi-
ans employed overseas, amounted 
to $15.2 billion, having declined by 
3.8 per cent from their level a year 
ago. 

In the financial account, net for-
eign direct investment at $9.8 bil-
lion in Q3 of 2016-17 was margin-
ally lower than its level a year ago. 

There has been net outflow of 
portfolio investment to the tune of 
$11.3 billion as against net inflow of 
$0.6 billion in Q3 of last year; port-
folio outflows occurred in both eq-
uity and debt segments. 

“Reflecting the redemption of 
Foreign Currency Non Resident 
(FCNR) (B) deposits, non-resident 

Indian (NRI) deposits declined by 
$18.5 billion in Q3 of 2016-17 as 
against an inflow of $1.6 billion a 
year ago,” it said.

In Q3 of 2016-17, foreign ex-
change reserves (on BoP basis) de-
clined by $1.2 billion as against an 
increase of $4.1 billion in Q3 of last 
year.

On a cumulative basis, the CAD 
narrowed to 0.7 per cent of GDP in 
April-December 2016 from 1.4 per 
cent in the corresponding period of 
2015-16 on the back of the contrac-
tion in the trade deficit.

India’s trade deficit narrowed 
to $82.8 billion in April-December 
2016 from $105.3 billion in April-
December 2015.There has been net 
outflow of portfolio investment to 
the tune of $11.3 billion as against 
net inflow of $0.6 billion in Q3 of 
last year; portfolio outflows oc-
curred in both equity and debt seg-
ments. 

“Reflecting the redemption of 
Foreign Currency Non Resident 
(FCNR) (B) deposits, non-resident 
Indian (NRI) deposits declined by 
$18.5 billion in Q3 of 2016-17 as 
against an inflow of $1.6 billion a 
year ago,” it said.

Bengaluru, March 23 (IANS) 
Chinese smartphone maker 
OnePlus on Thursday an-
nounced that its latest smart-
phone OnePlus 3T in Midnight 
Black edition will be available 
to users for a limited time only.

The limited edition of One-
Plus 3T Midnight Black will be 
sold through three channels 
-- Amazon.in, oneplusstore.in 
and OnePlus Experience Store 

in Bengaluru at Rs 34,999. 
“This new version of our 

most successful phone so far 
combines powerful hardware, 
fast and smooth software and 
the finest attention to detail,” 
said Pete Lau, Founder and 
CEO of OnePlus, in a state-
ment.

The device will come with 
128GB of storage and 6GB of 
RAM and sports 16MP rear 

and front cameras. OnePlus 
has 3,400mAh battery -- an 
increase of 13 per cent as com-
pared to its predecessor. 

“The OnePlus 3T Midnight 
Black version will be available 
starting March 31, 2 p.m. on-
wards both on Amazon.in and 
oneplusstore.in, till stock lasts. 
Pre-order on Amazon.in will 
start at March 23,” the com-
pany said.

India’s current account deficit 
rises in third quarter

OnePlus 3T smartphone in Midnight Black 
available for limited time

Google, MeitY launch initiatives 
to proliferate digital 

New Delhi, March 23 (IANS) In line 
with the government’s vision to prolif-
erate the digital growth and empower 
citizens digitally, Google and MeitY on 
Thursday announced ‘Digital Payment 
Security alliance’ initiative that aims to 
create community awareness on safe 
and secure digital practices.

Under this initiative, banks, Fintech 
companies and government will work 
together to create awareness as users 
adopt digital and mobile payments.

“The government has been placing 
a lot of emphasis on digital payments. 
But digital payments will not be pos-
sible unless people are assured it is 
secured. So the government is work-
ing on all levels to enhance the secu-
rity architecture,” Aruna Sundararajan, 
Secretary, Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (MeitY) told 
reporters here.

“We will work with the government 
to get every Indian online,” she added.

Google, in collaboration with the Me-
itY also announced “Digital Unlocked” 

initiative that aims to train one lakh 
artisans per year across India and en-
able them to tap into newer markets 
through improved visibility of their 
products on internet.

The artisans will be trained by Na-
tional Institute of Electronics and In-
formation technology (NIELIT).

“We are delighted to support Prime 
Minister’s vision of creating a ‘New 
India’ where technology unleashes 
a wave of new opportunities. We are 
committed to look forward to working 
with MeitY across these broad range 
of initiatives and help every Indian to 
leverage the power of Internet,” Rajan 
Anandan, Vice President, Southeast 
Asia and India, Google told reporters.

Around 300 million Indians use inter-
net on smartphone and leveraging this 
massive use of mobile phones, Google 
also announced the launch of Android 
Skill programme that will train two mil-
lion developers in India with the help of 
NIELIT.

“We are also undertaking initia-
tives like enhancing the government’s 
presence online, especially on mobile 

platform to enable citizen engagement 
and training and capacity building pro-
grammes on digital tools,” Anandan 
added.

Sundararajan said that contrary to 
the conventional paradigm, both the 
state and central governments have 
become innovative and disruptive.
Around 300 million Indians use inter-
net on smartphone and leveraging this 
massive use of mobile phones, Google 
also announced the launch of Android 
Skill programme that will train two mil-
lion developers in India with the help of 
NIELIT.

The artisans will be trained by Na-
tional Institute of Electronics and In-
formation technology (NIELIT).

“We are delighted to support Prime 
Minister’s vision of creating a ‘New 
India’ where technology unleashes 
a wave of new opportunities. We are 
committed to look forward to working 
with MeitY across these broad range 
of initiatives and help every Indian to 
leverage the power of Internet,” Rajan 
Anandan, Vice President, Southeast 
Asia and India, Google told reporters.

New Delhi, March 23 (IANS) 
The Third Protocol amend-
ing India-Singapore Double 
Taxation Avoidance Agree-
ment (DTAA) was notified 
on Thursday. The agreement 
came into force on February 
27 this year.

The two countries had 
signed it on December 30 last 
year.

The India-Singapore DTAA 
at present provides for resi-
dence-based taxation of capi-
tal gains of shares in a com-
pany. 

“The Third Protocol 
amends the DTAA with effect 
from April 1, 2017 to provide 
for source-based taxation of 
capital gains arising on sale 
of shares in a company,” Fi-
nance Ministry said in a state-
ment here.

“This will curb revenue loss, 
prevent double non-taxation 
and streamline the flow of 
investments. In order to pro-
vide certainty to investors, 
investments in shares made 
before April 1, 2017 have 
been grandfathered subject 
to fulfilment of conditions in 
Limitation of Benefits clause 
as per 2005 Protocol,” it said.

Further, a two-year tran-
sition period from April 1, 
2017 to March 31, 2019 has 
been provided during which 
capital gains on shares will 
be taxed in source country at 
half the normal tax rate, the 
ministry said.

The Third Protocol also fa-
cilitates relieving of econom-
ic double taxation in transfer 
pricing cases.

“This is a taxpayer-friendly 

measure and is in line with 
India’s commitments under 
Base Erosion and Profit Shift-
ing (BEPS) Action Plan to 
meet the minimum standard 
of providing Mutual Agree-
ment Procedure (MAP) access 
in transfer pricing cases,” 
it said. The Third Protocol 
also enables application of 
domestic law and measures 
concerning prevention of tax 
avoidance or tax evasion, it 
added.Further, a two-year 
transition period from April 
1, 2017 to March 31, 2019 has 
been provided during which 
capital gains on shares will 
be taxed in source country at 
half the normal tax rate, the 
ministry said. The Third Pro-
tocol also facilitates relieving 
of economic double taxation 
in transfer pricing cases.

Third Protocol amending India 
Singapore DTAA notified

New Delhi, March 23 (IANS) 
The usage of counterfeit auto 
components has gone down 
drastically in the last seven years 
while their place has been taken 
over by unorganised players, 
said a study by Automotive Com-
ponent Manufacturers Associa-
tion of India (ACMA).

According to an ACMA state-
ment issued here on Thursday, 
the penetration of counterfeit 
spares has drastically reduced 
from 36 per cent in 2010-11 to 
5 per cent in 2016-17 and their 

place has been taken up by U-
parts (parts from unorganised 
segment).

According to the study, usage 
of original spares totals around 
40 per cent of the consumption 
in the case of passenger vehicle 
segment, while in the commer-
cial vehicles segment the In-
dependent Aftermarket (IAM) 
branded components command 
around half of the market.

“In the passenger vehicle seg-
ment, the genuine OE (original 
equipment) spares account for 

around 40 per cent of the total 
components consumption while 
the remaining 60 per cent is split 
evenly between IAM (Indepen-
dent After Market) branded parts 
and U-parts,” ACMA said.

As per the study, consumption 
of IAM branded spares is highest 
in the commercial vehicles seg-
ment, estimated at 50 per cent 
of the total consumption, while 
the tractor segment exhibits the 
highest consumption of U-parts 
at 40 per cent.

According to Vinnie Mehta, 
Director General ACMA, the In-
dian automotive aftermarket 
stood at Rs 56,098 crore ($8.4 
billion) in 2016-17 and expected 
to touch Rs 75,705 crore ($13 bil-
lion) by 2019-20.

According to the study, usage 
of original spares totals around 
40 per cent of the consumption 
in the case of passenger vehicle 
segment, while in the commer-
cial vehicles segment the In-
dependent Aftermarket (IAM) 
branded components command 
around half of the market.

Unorganised auto parts gain 
market, counterfeit goes down
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Mumbai, March 23 (IANS) 
Huge inflows of foreign funds, 
coupled with positive global 
cues, and healthy buying wit-
nessed in automobile, capital 
goods and oil and gas stocks lift-
ed the Indian equity markets on 
Thursday.

Breaking the streak of three 
consecutive sessions of losses, 
the key Indian indices closed the 
day’s trade with gains of more 
than half a per cent each on the 
back of short covering.

“The CNX Nifty traded with 
firm sentiments throughout the 
trading session due to short cov-
ering and closed on a firm note,” 
Dhruv Desai, Director and Chief 
Operating Officer of Tradebulls, 
told IANS.

The wider 51-scrip Nifty of the 
National Stock Exchange (NSE) 
rose by 55.85 points or 0.62 per 
cent to 9,086.30 points.

The barometer 30-scrip sensi-
tive index (Sensex) of the BSE, 
which opened at 29,201.01 
points, closed at 29,332.16 points 
-- up 164.48 points or 0.56 per 
cent from the previous close at 
29,167.68 points.

The Sensex touched a high 
of 29,373.79 points and a low of 
29,198.08 points during the intra-
day trade. 

The BSE market breadth was 
tilted in favour of the bulls -- with 

1,709 advances and 1,107 de-
clines.

However, the broader markets 
outperformed the benchmark 
indices. The S&P BSE mid-cap 
index was up by 0.96 per cent, 
while the small-cap index edged 
higher by 0.91 per cent.

Anand James, Chief Market 
Strategist, Geojit Financial Ser-
vices, said: “The passing of the 
Finance Bill lent a positive bias 
to markets, but with hardly any 
events to fuel further rallies, vola-
tility was reduced to a trickle, and 
markets stuck to small ranges.”

“Dividend and M&A (mergers 
and acquisitions) plays continue 
to hold markets together for now, 
with Q4 numbers rolling in only a 
fortnight later.”

On the currency front, the In-
dian rupee weakened by eight 
paise to 65.53 against a US dollar 
from its previous close of 65.45 to 
a greenback.

In contrast, in terms of invest-
ments, provisional data with 
exchanges showed that foreign 
institutional investors (FIIs) pur-
chased stocks worth Rs 1,094.44 
crore, whereas the domestic 
institutional investors (DIIs) 
divested scrip worth Rs 590.78 
crore.

On the sector-specific move-
ment, Desai said: “IT, banking, 
pharma, auto, oil-gas and textile 

sector stocks traded with firm 
sentiments, while FMCG, ce-
ment and power sector stocks 
witnessed good recovery from 
lower levels.”

“Aviation sector stocks wit-
nessed strong buying sentiments 
throughout the session.”

Sector-wise, almost all the sub-
indices of the BSE ended with 
gains, except the S&P BSE FMCG 
index, which was a tad lower at 
9.41 points.

The S&P BSE automobile index 
surged by 184.44 points, the cap-
ital goods index rose by 165.95 
points, and the oil and gas index 
edged up by 160.49 points.

Major Sensex gainers on 
Thursday were: Tata Motors, up 
2.59 per cent at Rs 471.80; Gail, 
up 2.39 per cent at Rs 377.75; 
NTPC, up 2.27 per cent at Rs 
164.35; Wipro, up 1.60 per cent at 
Rs 509.55; and Lupin, up 1.58 per 
cent at Rs 1,490.

Foreign funds’ inflows, short 
covering lift Indian equities

Airtel to acquire 
Tikona’s 4G business 

for Rs 1,600 crore
New Delhi, March 23 (IANS) Bharti 

Airtel on Thursday announced it has 
entered into an agreement with Tikona 
Digital Networks to acquire the latter’s 
4G business, including the Broadband 
Wireless Access (BWA) spectrum and 
350 sites, in five telecom circles for 
around Rs 1,600 crore, a company state-
ment said.

“Tikona currently has 20 MHz spec-
trum in the 2,300 MHz band in Gujarat, 
UP (East), UP (West), Rajasthan and 
Himachal Pradesh circles. Airtel plans 
to roll-out high speed 4G services on 
the newly acquired spectrum in the five 
circles immediately after the closure of 
the transaction,” Airtel said in the state-
ment.

However, the acquisition is subject to 
requisite regulatory approvals.

The company in a regulatory filing 
with the BSE said the indicative time of 
completion of the acquisition is 60 days.

“Airtel’s continued focus on strength-
ening its 4G capabilities across multiple 
spectrum bands will be complemented 
with the BWA spectrum acquisition 
from Tikona. We believe that combin-
ing our capacities in TD-LTE (term 
division-long term evolution) and FD-
LTE (frequency division-long term evo-
lution) will further bolster our network, 
and help us provide unmatched high-
speed wireless broadband experience to 

our customers,” said Gopal Vittal, MD & 
CEO (India & South Asia), Bharti Airtel.

“We remain committed to our vision 
of leading India’s digital revolution by 
offering world-class and affordable tele-
com services through a robust spectrum 
portfolio spread across multiple bands,” 
he added.

According to the agreement, the ac-
quisition of the 4G business in Gujarat, 
UP (East), UP (West) and Himachal 
Pradesh will be undertaken by Airtel, 
while in the Rajasthan circle, it will be 
accomplished through Airtel’s subsid-
iary Bharti Hexacom Limited. 

Post-acquisition, the combined 
spectrum holding of Airtel in these 
five circles will be within the spectrum 
caps prescribed by the government, the 
statement clarified.

The proposed acquisition will enable 
Airtel to fill BWA spectrum gaps in the 
2,300 MHz band in Rajasthan, UP (East) 
and UP (West), thereby securing a pan 
India footprint in the band. 

“The deal will significantly bolster 
Airtel’s spectrum position in Gujarat 
and Himachal Pradesh, taking its overall 
BWA spectrum holding to 30 MHz each 
in these circles. Post completion of the 
deal, Airtel will have 30 MHz in the 2300 
MHz band in 13 circles giving it tremen-
dous advantage to handle the surging 
data demand,” the statement added.

New Delhi, March 23 (IANS) 
Chinese smartphone company 
Oppo on Thursday launched a 
new smartphone Oppo F3 Plus in 
India that comes with dual front 
camera setup, including a 120-de-
gree wide-angle group selfie cam-
era.

Priced at Rs 30,990, the first sale 
of F3 Plus begins April 1 across In-
dia and will also be available on 
Flipkart, Amazon and Snapdeal. 

Consumers can pre-order the de-
vice starting Thursday till March 
31. The dual selfie camera F3 Plus 
marks a new ‘Group Selfie’ trend, 
and reinforces our position as the 
Selfie Expert,” said Global VP and 
President of Oppo India Sky Li. The 
smartphone has 16MP front cam-
era along with a 120-degree wide-
angle 8MP front camera which 
captures a wider view, up to 105 per 
cent more than a regular 80-degree 
lens field of view. The 6-inch device 
is powered by octa-core proces-
sor backed by 4GB, 64GB internal 
memory and runs on ColorOS 3.0. 

The 16MP rear camera features 
dual phase detection auto-focus 
technology and 1/2.8-inch IMX398 
sensor.

Oppo F3 Plus smartphone 
launched in India
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Kolkata, March 23 (IANS) Mother Dairy Fruit & Veg-
etable, a wholly owned subsidiary of the National Dairy 
Development Board (NDDB), is expecting to touch Rs 
10,000 crore turnover in the next two years with its ex-
pansion plan towards the eastern and western parts of 
India, a company official said on Thursday.

“We should be reaching Rs 8,000 crore revenue by 
end of this fiscal year (2016-17) and we have planned to 
reach Rs 10,000 crore in the next two years,” the com-
pany’s Managing Director S. Nagarajan said here.

About 65-70 per cent of its turnover comes from the 
North. “We have formed a core group in the company 
and the group is working on the expansion towards 
East and West. We are looking at retail expansions,” he 
said.

The company is also focusing on Marathwada and 
Vidarbha region with a plan to cover 3,000 villages and 
procure 2.5-3 lakh litres of milk over the next three 
years, he said, adding that the company will be invest-
ing Rs 70 crore in the region. He also said an MoU was 
signed between the Maharashtra government and 
NDDB for establishment of a new ultra modern milk 
and milk product processing plant in Bhiwandi. “The 
plant will have an initial milk processing capacity of 5 
lakh litre per day (LLPD) expandable to 10 LLPD and 
the plant which is being set up with a total outlay of Rs 
120 crore is expected to be running by the middle of 
the next year,” he said. The dairy major has helped to 
set up five producers’ companies across Gujarat, Uttar 

Pradesh, Punjab, Andhra Pradesh and Rajasthan for 
milk procurement, he said, adding that the company 
is in a process to set up another 5-6 producer com-
panies to strengthen its milk procurement activity. 
Nagarajan was here in the city for the launch of a milk 
portfolio branded under ‘Dailycious’. The company is 
also sourcing fruits and vegetables from 7,500-8,500 
farmers across 16 states. The company has set up a 
green field project for fruits and vegetables processing 
at Ranchi in Jharkhand at an outlay of Rs 82.77 crore. 
The first phase of the project has already been inaugu-
rated and the second phase of aseptic pulping line is 
expected by December 2017, which will have a capac-
ity of 17,700 mt per annum.

Mother Dairy eyes 
Rs 10,000 cr revenue 

in next two years

Mumbai, March 23 (IANS) The Income 
Tax Appellate Tribunal here has rejected 
Bollywood actor Shah Rukh Khan’s claim 
and ordered that he must include the no-
tional rent accruing from his villa in Dubai 
in his income tax returns filed in India.

However, the ITAT bench comprising 
Amit Shukla and G.S. Pannu ruled that the 
credit for taxes Shah Rukh paid in the UAE, 
if any, would be allowed as per the law.

The actor had submitted before the ti-
bunal that since income from his immov-
able asset in Dubai would be taxed in the 
UAE as per the India-UAE tax treaty, he did 
not offer it for taxation in India.

Rejecting his claim, the ITAT asked the 
IT Department to rework Shah Rukh’s fi-
nal liability under the head ‘Income from 
house property’.

In 2007, the developers of the famous 

Palm Jumeirah project had gifted to Shah 
Rukh the luxurious sea-front villa on a 
14,000 square feet plot in Dubai.

A year later, Shah Rukh took posses-
sion of the property, comprising the 8,500 
square feet six-bedroom villa with an ex-
clusive beach and a private pool.

For the FY 2008-2009, the IT Depart-
ment estimated the deemed rental value 
to be around Rs 9.6 million and after the 
standard deduction of 30 per cent, Shah 
Rukh was taxed for nearly Rs 60.72 lakh.

When Shah Rukh challenged this, the 
IT Commissioner (Appeals) upheld the 
department’s action on the basis of a clari-
fication issued by the Central Board of Di-
rect Taxes vide a notification dated August 
28, 2008.

The notification said that when a tax 
treaty entered into by India states that 

income of a tax resident of India ‘may be 
taxed’ in the other country, such income 
shall be first included in his taxable in-
come in India.

Subsequently, relief could be granted 
for taxes, if any, paid overseas, according 
to the notification.

Shah Rukh filed an appeal with the ITAT, 
which has now been rejected. 

For the FY 2008-2009, the IT Depart-
ment estimated the deemed rental value 
to be around Rs 9.6 million and after the 
standard deduction of 30 per cent, Shah 
Rukh was taxed for nearly Rs 60.72 lakh.

When Shah Rukh challenged this, the 
IT Commissioner (Appeals) upheld the 
department’s action on the basis of a clari-
fication issued by the Central Board of Di-
rect Taxes vide a notification dated August 
28, 2008.

Include SRK’s Dubai villa’s notional 
rent in returns: IT Tribunal
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Mumbai, March 23 (IANS) 
Echoing State Bank of India 
chief Arundhati Bhattacharya’s 
views, Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) Deputy Governor S.S. 
Mundra on Thursday expressed 
concern over farm loan waiver 

affecting credit discipline.
“The RBI’s views has always 

been that farm loan waiver af-
fects credit discipline,” Mundra 
told reporters at the launch of 
Bandhan Bank’s branch here.

On March 15, Bhattacharya 

had expressed reservation over 
assurances and demand for 
complete farm loans waiver, 
coming from different quarters. 
The following day, Congress-
men staged a protest outside 
the SBI headquarters at Nari-
man Point in Mumbai to pro-
test.  Those making the demand 
for loan waiver include Ma-
harashtra’s opposition parties 

and the ruling ally Shiv Sena, 
besides the Karnataka govern-
ment, while assurances to this 
effect have been made in Pun-
jab and Uttar Pradesh.

Bhattacharya too said it will 
disturb credit discipline among 
borrowers, since they will keep 
expecting more such waivers in 
future and then those (future) 
loans will remain unpaid.

Farm loan waiver affects 
credit discipline: RBI

New Delhi, March 23 (IANS) Reaffirm-
ing its commitment to investing further in 
the country, global networking giant Cisco 
on Thursday unveiled its first ‘Made in 
India’ router which can be used by small 
and medium businesses (SMBs) across 
multiple industries.

Unveiled in the presence of IT and Elec-
tronics Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad, the 
router, which will cost less than $1,500, is 
one of the most popular products in Cis-
co’s core switching portfolio worldwide 
which is fundamental to network connec-

tivity. “I would like to compliment the Cis-
co team that I had requested them to take 
the initiative of Make in India and today 
is a great product which will help internet 
in office space and other places which is a 
clear mark of digitising India,” Prasad told 
the gathering. The global networking gi-
ant which is now focused on making a big 
foray into Cloud, Internet of Things (IoT) 
and cyber security, recently launched its 
manufacturing operations in Pune and 
announced it would build Nagpur as 
Smart City with its Next-Gen solutions.

Cisco unveils first 'Made in India' product
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Virat Kohli skips batting at nets, no Mohammed Shami for 4th Test
DHARAMSALA   MARCH 23  (IANS) :  

Skipper Virat Kohli on Thursday skipped 
batting at India’s net session ahead of the 
fourth Test against Australia.

It was also learnt that pacer Mohammed 
Shami will not be picked for the match 
as he is still being monitored by physio 
Patrick Farhart.

Kohli is nursing an injury on his right 
shoulder sustained while trying to save 
a boundary in Australia’s first innings at 
Ranchi. While there were speculations 
that he would be forced to take a break, 
Kohli defied odds as he came out to bat 
even though he didn’t score too many runs 
in the third Test. Today Kohli was present 

at the ground with his teammates. With 
a bandaged right shoulder, Kohli took 
part in the customary warm-up. He did 
some under-arm throwing during fielding 
practice. Perhaps it was more to do with not 
exerting pressure on his hurt shoulder.

With India having another practice 
session slated for Friday, Kohli is expected to 
bat at the nets. Known for his guts, the India 
skipper will not even in his dream like to 
miss a match, which is set to have a lasting 
imprint on the series. Meanwhile, it was 
learnt that Shami doesn’t have a chance to 
be picked for the game. “Shami was with the 
team in Ranchi also as Farhart is monitoring 
his progress. 

Steve Waugh: 
There are 

elements of Ricky 
Ponting and me in 

Virat Kohli
NEW DELHI   MARCH 23  (IANS) : 

Former Australia captain Steve Waugh 
has praised Virat Kohli for his proactive 
leadership qualities saying that he sees a 
bit of Ricky Ponting and himself in the way 
the Indian goes about his business.

Of late, there has been a lot of criticism 
from former Australia cricketers and 
media alike on Kohli’s in-your-face 
attitude in the ongoing Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy which is currently tied at 1-1.

Even Cricket Australia chief James 
Sutherland has jumped into the fray 
saying Kohli doesn’t know how to spell the 
word sorry. This was after an Australian 
newspaper Daily Telegraph compared 
Kohli to USA President Donald Trump 
which drew widespread criticism from 
different quarters.

But there has also been praise former 
Australian cricketers including the likes 
of Adam Gilchrist and Michael Clarke 
who have praised Kohli for his captaincy. 
Waugh is the latest in the list to come out 
in his support calling him the “new face 
of India”. “There’s probably elements 
of Ricky (Ponting) and myself in his 
captaincy, but having said that he’s his 
own man,” Waugh was quoted as saying 
by cricket.com.au on Thursday.

India win 8 
medals in 

para Athletics 
Grand Prix

NEW DELHI  MARCH 23  (IANS) 
: Indian para athletes bagged eight 
medals, including three gold, in the 9th 
Fazza International IPC Athletics Grand 
Prix in Dubai. With 3 gold, 1 silver and 
4 bronze medals till the second day of 
competitions, India are currently at 
the seventh spot out of 48 participating 
countries.

Sundar Singh Gurjar was the star 
among the Indians as he won a gold 
each in men’s Javelin Throw F-46 and 
Discus Throw F-46 competitions. The 
21-year-old Gurjar, who lost his left 
hand in an accident two years ago, 
threw a best of 60.33m in Javelin Throw 
F-46, a whopping 11m more than the 
second best. He threw 44.56m in Discus 
Throw F-46, over five meters clear of the 
rest of the field.

Gurjar could not take part in his event 
at Rio Paralympic Games last year due 
to late reporting at the event arena 
but today he proved his mettle at his 
very first opportunity. The third Indian 
gold was bagged by Narender Ranbir in 
men’s Javelin Throw F-44 with an effort 
of 47.75m, a release from Paralympic 
Committee of India said.

ISSF Shotgun World Cup: Ankur Mittal 
wins double trap gold in Acapulco

Ankur Mittal ended with 75 points out of possible 80 in the six-man final to win India’s 
first medal in the competition while his Australian rival James Willet managed 73.

NEW DELHI   MARCH 23   (IANS) :  India’s 
Ankur Mittal won the men’s double trap 
event to win his first World Cup gold at 
the ISSF Shotgun World Cup in Acapulco, 
Mexico on Wednesday.

Ankur, who had won silver in the same 
event at last month’s World Cup in Delhi, 
clinched the gold ahead of Australian rival 
James Willett, who had won gold with 
a world record score in Delhi, but had 

to settle for a silver in Acapulco.  Mittal 
ended with 75 points out of possible 80 
in the six-man final to win India’s first 
medal in the competition while Willet 
managed 73.

Ankur shot strong throughout the 
day, ending second in qualification with 
a score of 138 out of a possible 150. He 
also got the better off China?s Ying Qi 
6-5 in a shoot-off to decide second and 

third spots after both had finished their 
qualifying rounds on the same score. In 
the ensuing 80-targets final round, Ankur 
missed a total of five targets, including 
just two in his last 40 to equal the World 
Record and finish on top with a score of 
75. The Indian shooting fraternity was full 
of praise for Ankur for his feat:

With the gold medal, Ankur also 
equalled world no. 1 Willet’s WR score of 
75, with the latter finishing with 73 hits. 
China’s Qi Ying finished third to take 
bronze.

Abhinav Bindra ✔ @Abhinav_Bindra
Congratulations to Ankur Mittal for his 

win at Acapulco ! Well done.
Raninder Singh @RaninderSingh
Ankur Mittal wins his first World Cup 

Gold medal in Double Trap at Acapulco. 
Well done Ankur! Way to go team India.

Indian-born British wrestling champion 
Chinu Sandhu gets four-year drug ban

He was not named in the squad of 15 for 
the final Test. Sending him to play Vijay 
Hazare final was a part of that extensive 
rehabilitation plan,” a well-informed 
source said.

LONDON   MARCH 23   (IANS) :   An 
eight-time British wrestling champion has 
been given a four-year suspension by UK 
anti-doping authorities after testing positive 
for a steroid, it was announced Wednesday.

Chinu Sandhu, who also won a bronze 
medal at the 2014 Commonwealth Games 
in Glasgow, had initially blamed his positive 
test on medication he was taking and then 

said it had been down to a contaminated 
supplement. But a three-strong national 
anti-doping panel dismissed Sandhu`s 
claims of unintentional use and gave him 
the maximum ban for first-time offenders.

Sandhu tested positive for stanozolol 
-- the same anabolic steroid that led to 
Canada`s Ben Johnson being stripped of his 
100 metre gold at the 1988 Seoul Olympics -- 

at an out-of-competition test on September 
20 last year.

"Chinu Sandhu was one of this country`s 
leading freestyle wrestlers, having won 
a bronze medal at the Glasgow 2014 
Commonwealth Games and represented 
Great Britain at the European Games in 
Baku in 2015," said United Kingdom Anti-
Doping chief executive Nicole Sapstead in 

a statement. "It is sad that his reputation 
within the sport has been tainted because of 
his own actions.

"Athletes are solely responsible for any 
substance which is found in their system, 
regardless of whether there is an intention 
to cheat or not." Indian-born Sandhu is 
banned from all sport from October 14, 2016 
for four years.

Bringing Paes, Bhupathi together again 
a great move, says Naresh Kumar

KOLKATA  MARCH 23   (IANS) : Former 
Davis cup captain Naresh Kumar on 
Thursday hoped Indian tennis superstars 
Leander Paes and Mahesh Bhupathi can 
set their differences aside and make their 
chemistry work when Uzbekistan comes 
calling for the second round of the Asia/
Oceania Group 1 Davis Cup tie, beginning 
on April 7.

Besides the star-duo, the six-member 
squad also includes singles specialists Yuki 
Bhambri and Ramkumar Ramanathan, 
along with youngsters N Sriram Balaji and 
Prajnesh Gunneswaran. It will be further 
pruned to four, two weeks before the rubber 
gets off in Bengaluru.

"Of course I welcome the move. They have 
been fighting, you seen everyone is fighting 
with everybody (laughs). So if they can get 
together that will be very much better for 
us." "Two or three years ago all these fights 
were taking place, we have to get out of that. 

Let us hope that with Bhupathi's coming 
back, there is a reconciliation. Mahabharata 
is over," Kumar, 87, told reporters on the 
sidelines of the ongoing Rendez-Vous 
A Roland Garros national series tennis 

tournament at the red clay courts of the 
Dakshin Kalikata Sansad (DKS) here. Asked 
whether he foresees the camaraderie 
between the pair who have a Davis Cup 
record of the longest winning streak in 

doubles, with 23 straight wins, rekindling 
again in the twilight of their careers, Kumar 
said if you're not pals off the court, it is 
difficult to strike a chord on it.

"I can't say. That's a personal thing 
between them. Whether they are really at 
peace or not I can't say. But it's a very good 
sign if they are going to come together. "

"They say that when they get together 
their chemistry works. You can say what you 
like. If you're not friends, to make chemistry 
on the court is not easy. But maybe they are 
special."

Known as the "Indian Express", Paes and 
Bhupathi have an enviable 303-103 career 
record together. On December 22 last year, 
Bhupathi, 42, was made the successor of 
Anand Amritraj as India's next non-playing 
Davis Cup captain.

"Look at the knowledge they have. 
Bhupathi has a beautiful backhand which 
he can teach. Sania (Mirza) can teach them 
her forehand. Paes can't teach anybody 
because he is specially gifted. He is endowed 
by a gift which he can show them but may 
not be able to give," was Kumar's take on 
the veterans being brought back to tutor the 
youngsters in the Davis Cup.

Barty beats Bouchard in 3 sets in 1st round at Key Biscayne

KEY BISCAYNE MARCH 23   
(IANS) : Ashleigh Barty stretched 
her winning streak to eight 
matches by handing former 

top-5 player Eugenie Bouchard 
a fourth consecutive loss, 6-4, 
5-7, 6-3 in the first round of the 
Miami Open on Wednesday. 

Barty claimed the last three 
games of the match between 
two past junior Wimbledon 
champions whose careers have 
both been filled with ups and 
downs.

Barty, a 20-year-old Australian, 
was off the tour, including a stint 
playing cricket. But she is back 
and better than ever now, ranked 
a career-high 91st after winning 
her first WTA title as a qualifier 
at Kuala Lumpur.

Bouchard, a 23-year-old 
Canadian, has exited in the first 
round of each of her past three 
tournaments and is now ranked 
56th after reaching No. 5 in 2014, 
the year she was the runner-up 
at Wimbledon and reached the 
semifinals at two other Grand 
Slam tournaments. Barty could 

have ended this match much 
sooner, because three times she 
was a point from serving for it 
in the second set. But Bouchard 
fended off those chances, then 
took that set by breaking in the 
last game.

At 3-all, Barty broke with 
a forehand winner. She then 
saved a pair of break points to 
go up 5-3, and broke again when 
Bouchard double-faulted twice 
in a row to set up three match 
points. Barty converted on the 
second when Bouchard sent a 
forehand long.

Next up for Barty is an all-
Australian match against 2011 
U.S. Open champion Sam Stosur, 
who is seeded 14th.

In other first-round action 
Wednesday at the hard-court 

tournament, American wild-
card entry Bethanie Mattek-
Sands defeated Katerina 
Siniakova 6-3, 4-6, 6-4 in nearly 
2{ hours, American qualifier 
Madison Brengle got past 
Jelena Ostapenko 6-3, 3-6, 6-2, 
Yaroslava Shvedova saved a 
match point to edge Jelena 
Jankovic 4-6, 6-4, 7-6 (3), and 
qualifier Jana Cepelova eased 
past Andrea Petkovic 6-2, 6-4.

In men’s matches, 108th-
ranked American qualifier 
Ernesto Escobedo beat Britain’s 
43rd-ranked Dan Evans 7-5, 0-6, 
6-3, Donald Young advanced 
when Dustin Brown double-
faulted on the final point of the 
American’s 6-3, 1-6, 6-2 win, and 
Fabio Fognini defeated Ryan 
Harrison 6-4, 7-5.
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News reports have been rife with 
the speculation of Yuvraj Singh 
and Hazel Keech doing Nach Bali-
ye 8 on Star Plus. Well, the report 
was that the good-looking crick-
eter and his wife would come as 
wild card contestants or do a spe-
cial episode. The two got married 
last year and their romance can 
give many relationship goals. Ear-
lier, we had tennis ace Sania Mirza 
dancing with cricketer husband, 
Shoaib Malik on Nach Baliye. 
However, fans of Yuvi and Hazel 
who were looking forward to them 
being on the show, here is a dis-
appointing piece of news. In an 
exclusive statement to Bollywood 

Life, Hazel said, “No, we are not 
doing Nach Baliye 8. In fact, I have 
not even heard of the rumours 
doing the rounds.” Clearly, this is 
heartbreak for fans. (ALSO READ: 
Whoa! Ranbir Kapoor to host Nach 
Baliye 8?)

Hazel is blessed with good danc-
ing skills while Yuvraj is also nifty 
with his moves. It would be a treat 
for fans to see the cute twosome 
on the Nach Baliye 8 stage. Also, 
the cricketer-actress jodi captures 
many eyeballs on screen. If they 
were part of the show then both 
cricket lovers and normal TV au-
dience would have seen the show. 
Yuvraj can be very entertaining as 

we have seen on The Kapil Shar-
ma Show. One should also note 
that the presence of to-be mar-
ried Yuvraj Singh and Hazel Keech 
brought phenomenal TRPs for The 
Kapil Sharma Show and made it 
the No.1 show that week. (ALSO 
READ: Nach Baliye 8 contestants 
Pritam Singh and Amanjjot reveal 
their biggest competitors)

Nach Baliye 8 is being made 
by BBC Worldwide this season. 
It has some of the creme de la 
creme couples of the TV world in-
cluding Divyanka Tripathi – Vivek 
Dahiya, Shoaib Ibrahim – Dipika 
Kakar, Bharti Singh – Haarsh Lim-
bachiya, Utkarsha Naik – Manoj, 
Sanaya Irani – Mohit Sehgal, Sid-
dharth Jadhav – Trupti Akkalwar, 
Pritam Singh – Amanjot, Sanam 
Johar – Abigail Pande, Mona Lisa 
– Vikrant, Gunjan Walia – Vik-
kas Manaktala are the names. 
Stay tuned to Bollywood Life for 
more scoop and updates Hazel is 
blessed with good dancing skills 
while Yuvraj is also nifty with 
his moves. It would be a treat for 
fans to see the cute twosome on 
the Nach Baliye 8 stage. Also, the 
cricketer-actress jodi captures 
many eyeballs on screen. If they 
were part of the show then both 
cricket lovers and normal TV au-
dience would have seen the show. 
Yuvraj can be very entertaining as 
we have seen on The Kapil Shar-
ma Show.

            Courtesy:SantaBanta.com

Bollywood film star 
Salman Khan says his 
family and friends keep 
him grounded as they do 
not get affected by his a 
superstar status.

The 51-year-old actor, 
who is one of the most 
popular stars of the Indian 
film industry, says people 
around him always make 

sure to counter him if he 
does anything “wrong”.

“I don’t keep myself 
grounded. I at times find 
myself flying high. But my 
family and friends keep 
me grounded.

“When a person reach-
es at high position, people 
around them just agree to 
whatever they say. But 

my family and friends al-
ways tell me if they find 
something wrong in me,” 
Salman says in reply to a 
fan’s question on his app.

The actor says he is still 
afraid of his parents and 
makes sure that his be-
haviour did not affect his 
family and friends.

“Till now I have this 
fear of my parents. I still 
have the fear that what 
I am doing may hurt my 
mom and dad or upset 
my siblings.”

Salman will next be 
seen in Kabir Khan’s 
“Tubelight”. The actor 
is currently shooting for 
Ali Abbas Zafar’s “Tiger 
Zinda Hai” which stars 
Katrina Kaif as the female 
lead. “When a person 
reaches at high position, 
people around them just 
agree to whatever they 
say. But my family and 
friends always tell me 
if they find something 
wrong in me,” Salman 
says in reply to a fan’s 
question on his app.
Courtesy:Bollywoodlife. 

Ranbir Kapoor isn’t on so-
cial media but he keeps tabs 
on what’s happening in the 
virtual world. And the actor is 
extremely upset with his fans. 
That’s because he isn’t too 
happy with the negative com-
ments that he has been getting 
on social media for his new 
look. We all know that Ranbir 
has put on around 10 kgs and 
the difference in his body lan-
guage and his appearance is 
pretty much evident. But some 
of his fans don’t seem to be lik-
ing the fact that RK has under-
gone the transformation. “Ran-
bir isn’t the one to get affected 
by negative comments about 
his appearance, however, he 
was really disappointed to see 
other fandoms react to his 
weight gain. Now, he has be-
come very conscious and can’t 
wait to loose all the weight he 
put on which made him look 
extra chubby around the face,” 
a source revealed. Now that’s 
a little too strange considering 
the fact that Ranbir has never 
let negativity affect him. So 
why now? Also, he shouldn’t 
forget that all the efforts that 
he has put in, is finally paying 
off because people cannot help 

but notice the uncanny resem-
blance between him and Sanju 
Baba. He should just ignore the 
naysayers and enjoy the posi-
tive response that he is getting 
from his fans. What do you 

think? (ALSO READ: Not one or 
two! Ranbir Kapoor will sport 6 
different looks in the upcom-
ing Sanjay Dutt biopic)

Talking about his next proj-
ect – the Sanjay Dutt biopic, 

the actor will be donning six 
different looks for the film. 
Says a source, “Ranbir started 
with the long hair and beefed 
up look, which will continue 
for a while. After a break of two 
months, he will have to lose all 
the weight and become lean. 
It’s the phase which represents 
Sanjay’s look from his debut 
film, Rocky. Not just that, he 
will be donning six different 
looks throughout the film – 
from Rocky to Khalnayak to 
Munnabhai MBBS, and the 
one when he was in prison.”He 
should just ignore the naysay-
ers and enjoy the positive re-
sponse that he is getting from 
his fans. What do you think? 
(ALSO READ: Not one or two! 
Ranbir Kapoor will sport 6 dif-
ferent looks in the upcoming 
Sanjay Dutt biopic)

Talking about his next proj-
ect – the Sanjay Dutt biopic, 
the actor will be donning six 
different looks for the film. 
Says a source, “Ranbir started 
with the long hair and beefed 
up look, which will continue 
for a while. After a break of two 
months, he will have to lose all 
the weight and become lean. 

     Courtesy:SantaBanta.com

Salman Khan: My family and friends 
keep me grounded

Why is Ranbir Kapoor UPSET?

Yet another Bollywood 
affair has gone kaput. Su-
shant Singh Rajput and 
Kriti Sanon, who secretly 
started dating on the sets 
of their next film, Raabta, 
are no longer together. 
Yes…although the couple 
has time and again gone 
on records clarifying they 
are NOT dating but our 
source EXCLUSIVELY re-
veals to us how Sushant 
and Kriti were very much 
together for almost a year, 
until differences crept 
in. Turns out Sushant’s 
mood swings and tem-

peramental issues started 
making things very diffi-
cult for Kriti, who equally 
got way too clingy over 
time. Eventually, both 
of them realised things 
are not working between 
them and that they need 
to end it before it gets too 
late. Also read: Stardust 
Awards 2016: Did Farah 
Khan just CONFIRM that 
Sushant Singh Rajput and 
Kriti Sanon are dating?

We hear the reason why 
Sushant and Kriti never 
admitted their feelings for 
each other is because they 

were never sure about 
their relationship. While 
Sushant was just out of a 
heartbreak with ex girl-
friend Ankita Lokhande. 
Kriti was still figuring out 
her way in Bollywood 
when she met Sushant 
on the sets of Raabta. So a 
commitment was far from 
happening.

No wonder Sushant and 
Kriti have stopped making 
any public appearances 
together. I mean, for all 
that we know, there was 
a time when they would 
step out together as the 

cutest couple; be it for 
parties or award shows. 
In fact, many from the 
industry too had got talk-
ing about this ‘rumoured’ 
affair because their com-
fort level was too obvious 
to miss. But guess, des-
tiny has something else 
in store for Sushant and 
Kriti; precisely also the 
reason why Sushant hap-
pily joined Karan Johar’s 
‘singles party’ this Valen-
tine’s’ Day.

Given that Sushant and 
Kriti never acknowledged 
their relationship, we ob-
viously don’t expect them 
to talk about their split 
either. But of course, it’ll 
be interesting to see their 
equation, the next time 
they come together; if not 
for personal reasons then 
at least for the promo-
tions of their film Raabta. 
We personally believe 
Kriti and Sushant are not 
someone who will let their 
love life affect their pro-
fessional life for we all saw 
how well Sushant handled 
his breakup with ex Ankita 
Lokhande, right?

You can drop your 
thoughts in the comments 
below and keep watching 
this space for more up-
dates on this hot story.
Courtesy:Bollywoodlife. 

Yay or nay? Deepika Padukone 
sports an all black avatar 

at the airport
Deepika Padukone has pissed off 

style cops yet again. It seems to have 
become a habit that doesn’t cease to 
leave the diva. DP was spotted at the 
airport some time ago wearing a look 
that has quite a lot of flaws. She was 
wearing an oversized black hoodie 
and teamed it with a sheer skirt, is it? 
It seems like a hoodie dress that went 
wrong terribly. Firstly, the look itself 
isn’t flattering as the outing itself is 
total drab. Sadly, it falls further in the 
drab zone, thanks to this inexcusable 
damage. Oh yes, the supposed skirt is 
not sewn properly and has a cringing 
hole. While we’re loving how she has 
paired the look with a Chanel tote bag 
and Nike shoes, that looks pretty rad. 
However, our biggest letdown is the 

outfit.
In all honesty, we would’ve still 

passed the look because DP is able to 
pull it off with utmost panache. Our 
concern remains with the fact that 
thorough checking wasn’t done be-
fore the actress was asked to wear the 
outfit. We totally love the hair, though! 
The way she has neatly combed it and 
tied in a ponytail is really neat. Per-
haps if little edits were done in this 
look like avoiding the sheer piece of 
clothing altogether and just keeping it 
to the shoes and bag, it still would’ve 
been a hit look. Check out the pics. It’s 
getting a little tiring to watch Deep-
ika make so many fashion faux pas. 
should tone it down for the time be-
ing.                Courtesy:Bollywoodlife. 
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IT’S OVER between Sushant Singh Rajput 
and Kriti Sanon – Read details here

Major disappointment as Hazel Keech confirms 
that Yuvraj and she are not doing Nach Baliye 8

Actor-filmmaker Pooja Bhatt, 
who quit drinking on Christmas 
last year, says that a person can 
quit drinking by first acknowl-
edging that there is a drinking 
problem. Present at ‘Closeted 
conversations… Let’s start Talk-
ing Again’, a conference here for 
woman change-makers, a part of 
Shift Series, she spoke sbout her 
alcohol problem and how she 
got over it.

“I stopped drinking by first ac-
knowledging that I had a drink-
ing problem. Because you are a 
woman and you live in a society 
where they are always taught 
or forced to brush things under 
the carpet. We tend to bury this 
shameful habit that we have of 
covering it up and say, ‘Oh, we 
don’t have a problem, it is some-
body else’s and I am not that 
drunk’,” Pooja said on Thursday. 
The actor-filmmaker, who made 

her acting debut with the film 
“Daddy”, made under the direc-
tion of her father and filmmaker 
Mahesh Bhatt, which acknowl-

edges a father’s drinking issues 
with the daughter helping him 
out, says it has been “90 days of 
my sobriety”. The 45-year-old 
also shared that sometimes she 
also had to and has to deal with 
the pressure of people asking: 
“Hey, you are not drinking? You 
must have a drink”. “It is not 
alcohol you are addicted to, it’s 
the absence of absence. All of 
us somewhere are lonely. Some 
expect a man to find the answer 
while some find it easily in the 
bottle of alcohol. It seems very 
gratifying, it pulls you and before 
you know it, you are down the 
rabbit hole and it is difficult to 
come back,” said Pooja, who is 
working on “Jism 3”.

            Courtesy:SantaBanta.com

Pooja Bhatt: I stopped drinking by 
first acknowledging I had a problem


