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Damascus suicide bombings 
kill 39, say activists

Damage public property 
and face the music, 
warns Bengal police

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj said on Wednesday 
that India has raised the recent incidents of 
violence with Indian citizens in the US at the 
highest level and assured that the government 
will ensure safety of diaspora.

The minister was making a statement in the 
Lok Sabha, where she made an appearance for 
the first time since her kidney transplant sur-
gery. The minister assured the House that the 
government was giving highest priority to the 
safety of Indian diaspora.

“Safety and security of Indian Diaspora abroad 
remains a top priority for this government. We are 
in a continuous dialogue with the US government. 
Close contacts with the local Indian community 
groups are being maintained through our embassy 
and consulates to address any emergent issues.

“We will remain vigilant to developments 
impacting the lives of Indians abroad and do 
everything possible to safeguard their interests 
and welfare,” Swaraj said.

Srinagar, March 15 (IANS) Three foreign 
militants and a six-year-old girl were killed in 
a gunfight between holed-up militants and se-
curity forces in north Kashmir’s Kupwara dis-
trict on Wednesday.

Security forces seized three AK-47 rifles from 
the possession of the slain militants.

The army said the three Pakistani militants, 
belonging to Lashkar-e-Taiba, were holed up 
in a house in Kalaroos area. 

The gunfight started early Wednesday after 
the militants fired at and injured a policeman 
during a cordon-and-search operation in the 
area.

Police sources said the minor girl was fatally 
hit by a stray bullet at her house, about 100 me-
tres from the gunfight spot.

Government will ensure safety 
of diaspora: Sushma 

Three militants, minor girl killed in 
Kupwara gunfight 
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Briefs

South Indian actress Samantha joins 
Pawan Kalyan for a Social Cause  

There are defects in you, not 
in EVMs: BJP’s Venkaiah 

Naidu to Mayawati

‘Padmavati’ set torched in 
Maharashtra, costumes damaged 

Raj Babbar offers to resign as U.P. Congress chief

Kejriwal alleges EVM tampering 
helped Congress in Punjab 

Manipur gets BJP government, 
Biren Singh is CM 

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) The BJP 
on Wednesday ridiculed BSP chief 
Mayawati’s allegations of electronic 
voting machines (EVMs) tampering 
and asked her to “gracefully accept 
the people’s mandate.”

“When you win, EVMs are right. 
When you lose, EVMs are wrong. 
This shows that there are some 
defects in you (Mayawati),” Union 
Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu said 
outside Parliament.

He said EVMs are under the con-
trol of the Election Commission 
(EC) which has dubbed the allega-
tions as “wrong.”

“You should gracefully accept 
the people’s mandate. People’s 
have rejected you (BSP),” Mr. 
Naidu said. Party’s U.P. chief Ke-
shav Prasad Maurya said, “When 
Mayawati and SP leader Akhilesh 
Yadav had won the elections, the 
EVMs were okay, but when BJP 
won, EVMs are not okay. Mayawati 
should get herself treated by some 
good doctor.”

He claimed that Ms. Mayawati 
had supported the wealthy and not 
the Dalits which led to her poll de-
bacle. The BSP chief had alleged 
that the BJP won with a thump-
ing majority as the EVMs had been 
rigged and had sought a re-election.

She demanded that re-polling 
be held through ballot papers.

However, the EC had said that 
there was “no merit” in her alle-
gations of EVM tampering. After 
Ms. Mayawati, Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal on Wednesday 
claimed that EVMs may have been 
tampered with in Punjab to keep 
AAP out of power. Mr. Kejriwal, on 
Tuesday, sought the use of ballot 
papers in next month’s municipal 
polls in the national capital.

The BJP, along with its ally, had 
stormed to power in Uttar Pradesh 
after 14 years, securing 325 of the 
403 Assembly seats. On the other 
hand, the SP won 47 seats, while 
its ally the Congress got seven 
seats. The BSP won 19 seats.

Lucknow, March 15 (IANS) 
Uttar Pradesh Congress chief 
Raj Babbar has offered to re-
sign, taking moral responsi-
bility for the poll debacle in 
the State, amid demands for 
structural changes and fixing 
responsibility in the party.

Mr. Babbar also echoed Rahul 
Gandhi on the need for making 
structural changes to strengthen 
the party, but defended the Con-

gress vice-president, saying lead-
ership is not changed “for losses 
in one or two elections.”

“I take moral responsibility 
for the party’s defeat in Ut-
tar Pradesh. I was given the 
responsibility, but I could 
not fulfil it. I could not live 
up to the expectations. I will 
do what is required,” he told 
reporters in the Parliament 
premises. To a question why 

Mr. Gandhi or senior party 
leaders like Ghulam Nabi Azad 
were not taking responsibility 
for the defeat, the Rajya Sabha 
member said such issues are 
to be discussed “internally at 
party level.”

“Our national leaders 
worked hard in the five States 
which went to polls includ-
ing U.P. We failed to win Uttar 
Pradesh,” Mr. Babbar said.

Kohlapur, March 15 (IANS) 
In a fresh setback for film-
maker Sanjay Leela Bhansali, 
a huge outdoor set of his 
historic period drama “Pad-
mavati” here was reduced to 
ashes after two dozen uniden-
tified persons torched it early 
on Wednesday.

Since the fire brigade could 
not reach the disaster site 
quickly after the flames were 
noticed at 1 a.m., villagers 
helped douse the fire and 

helped to move the people 
and animals, mostly horses, 
from the site to safety.

Detailed costumes, espe-
cially for junior artistes, were 
reduced to ashes, rued Rimple 
of designer duo Rimple and 
Harpreet Narula who have 
worked for months on creat-
ing the look for characters in 
the Hindi movie.

The makers of the movie 
filed a complaint with po-
lice against “miscreants who 

vandalized our costume and 
jewellery and set it on fire”, 
tweeted Shobha Sant, CEO, 
Bhansali Productions.

She thanked the police for 
“quick intervention” and said 
there was no loss of life and 
no one was seriously hurt. 

The incident occurred at 
the picturesque Masaipathar 
area, around 15 km on the 
outskirts of Panhala town in 
Kolhapur district, said an in-
vestigating officer.

New Delhi, March 15 
(IANS) Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal on Wednes-
day alleged that EVMs were 
tampered with in Punjab, 
resulting in 20-25 per cent 
of AAP votes getting trans-
ferred to the SAD-BJP alli-
ance and thus propping up 
the Congress to power.

The Aam Aadmi Party 
leader told the media here 
that there were numerous 
booths where his party got 
only “two, three or four” 
votes when though the 
number of its own activists 
and family members were in 
dozens.

He said there was wide-
spread suspicion that “20 to 
25 per cent of votes polled 
in favour of the AAP had 
been transferred to the Aka-
li Dal-BJP alliance” by tam-
pering the Electronic Voting 
Machines.

The Congress won the 
Punjab election with 38.4 
per cent vote share, the 
defeated Akali Dal-BJP al-
liance got 30.5 per cent of 
votes while the AAP, now 
the main opposition party, 
got only 23.5 per cent of 
votes.

“There was anger against 
the ruling Akali-BJP alli-
ance and people were say-
ing the AAP will sweep the 
polls. But in the end, AAP 
got barely 25 per cent votes 
and the SAD got almost 31 
per cent. How is it possible?

AAP “volunteers and their 
families... are all ready to 
swear on affidavit that they 
voted for us” in areas where 
the party got only two to 
four votes, he said.

Pointing out the vulnera-
bility of EVMs, Kejriwal said 
the Election Commission 
cannot shirk away from its 
responsibility of restoring 
people’s faith in the elec-
toral process. 

He said similar doubts 
had also been raised about 
the EVMs following the Ma-
harashtra civic polls and the 
just concluded assembly 
election in Uttar Pradesh.

“Many countries have 
stopped using EVMs. Even 
the BJP in the past includ-
ing (L.K.) Advaniji had said 
they can be tampered with. 
The Supreme Court too has 
said EVMs can be tampered 
with.”

Imphal, March 15 
(IANS) Manipur on 
Wednesday got its first 
BJP ministry, with BSF 
soldier-turned-journal-
ist-turned-politician N. 
Biren Singh taking oath as 
the Chief Minister.

Goveror Najma Hep-
tullah administered the 
oath of office and secrecy 
to Biren Singh and eight 
other ministers. 

Hours after saying there 
would be no Deputy Chief 
Minister, Y. Joykumar 
of the National People’s 

Party (NPP) was given the 
post.

The other cabinet min-
isters are Thongam Bish-
wajit, Langpoklakpam 
Jayentakumar, Karam 

Shyam, L. Haokip, L. 
Kiisi, Thounaojam Shy-
amkumar and L. Dikko. 
Shyamkumar was origi-
nally elected on Trin-
amool Congress ticket. 

He backed Biren Singh in 
front of the Governor.

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party, the NPP, the Naga 
People’s Front, Trin-
amool Congress and 
the Lok Janshakti Party 
are represented in the 
government.  The lone 
independent legislator, 
Asabuddin, was not in-
ducted.  Biren Singh gave 
no indication when the 
next expansion would 
take place.

BJP President Amit 
Shah and cabinet minis-
ter M. Venkaaiah Naidu 
were scheduled to attend 
the event. But their plane 
was force to land at Agra 
due to technical snags.

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) The 
father of a Dalit JNU student, who 
was found dead two days ago at a 
friend’s house in south Delhi, has 
ruled out suicide, alleging that his 
son was battling “caste-based ha-
rassment discrimination in his aca-
demic pursuits” at the university.

The father’s claim came hours after 
Delhi Police said it was investigating it as 
suicide and registered abetment of sui-
cide charges against unknown persons.

“The police have also registered 
a case under Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Act,” Additional Deputy 
Commissioner of Police Chinmoy 
Biswal said.

J. Mathukrishnan, 29, an MPhil 
student at Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity (JNU), was found hanging from 
a ceiling fan at his friend’s place in 
Munirka Vihar on Monday.

His 53-year-old father, Jeevand-
haam, has told police that his son 
could not have committed suicide 
because his body carried no such in-
dications. “I was shown the photo-

graphs of the body hanging from the 
ceiling fan with a cloth, his knees bent 
and his feet touching the ground. The 
position of the body as seen from the 
picture raises serious doubts about 
the alleged claim of my son commit-
ting suicide,” Jeevandhaam said in his 
written statement to police. 

A copy of the statement is with 
IANS. “In the picture the tongue was 
not protruding and his eyelids were 
not drooping, which is normally seen 
in such cases,” the father said.

He said his son son was not diag-
nosed with any mental illness and 
was not under any medication for 
depression or other mental illness.

“The death of my son has taken 
place under circumstances and I re-
quest police to conduct thorough in-
vestigation in the suspicious death, 
not suicide, of my son and to register 
an FIR under the appropriate sec-
tions.” All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS), however, ruled out 
any foul play in the death after a five-
member medical board conducted 
an autopsy. 

Father cries foul in Dalit 
JNU student’s death 

The Ambassador of Tunisia to India, Mr. Nejmeddine Lakhal 
calling on the Vice President, Shri M. Hamid Ansari, in New 

Delhi on March 15, 2017. PIB
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The Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shri Radha Mohan Singh 
presented the awards at the inauguration of the “Krishi Unnati Mela, 2017”, in New 

Delhi on March 15, 2017. The Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shri 
Sudarshan Bhagat and other dignitaries are also seen.

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) The Del-
hi government has urged Lt Governor 
Anil Baijal to get the civic polls conduct-
ed through paper ballot instead of the 
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs), 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal said on 
Wednesday. Talking to reporters here, 
Kejriwal said the request for conduct-
ing the polls through paper ballot had 
been sent to Baijal’s office as he had the 
power to amend the rules.

“Some rules need to be changed if the 
polls are to be conducted through paper 
ballot instead of EVMs. And the power 
to change the rules lies with the LG,” 
Kejriwal said. He said the Delhi State 
Election Commission had informed 

the Lt Governor that it was too late to 
change the mode of voting at this stage. 
He said he would urge the Lt Governor 
to hold a meeting with him and other 
political parties as well as poll panel to 
see if there was a possibility of conduct-
ing the election through paper ballot.

The Aam Aadmi Party leader’s de-
mand followed allegations that EVMs 
were tampered with in the just-con-
cluded assembly polls. Delhi Congress 
chief Ajay Maken had also approached 
the Election Commission with the same 
demand. Election to the three munici-
pal corporations - south, north and east 
Delhi - would be held on April 22. The 
results would be declared on April 25.

NEW DELHI 15 Mar : Despite the slow-
down in real estate market where news 
of project delays have become common 
especially in the areas of Noida, Greater 
Noida and Yamuna Expressway, leading 
huge inconvenience and resentment from 
home buyers, Noida based ABA Corp’s 
Cherry County is the first project to get full 
completion certificate in Greater Noida 
(West). Cherry County located on Noida 
– Greater Noida Highway also hails to be 
the first project in the region to deliver on-
time possession, a rarity amongst devel-
opers in the area.

 The prime located project is situ-
ated adjacent to 130 meter wide Noida 
– Greater Noida Highway, Cherry Coun-
ty is spread over 12 acre, with a total of 
1,793 units. The highlight of the project 
seems to be the central podium of the 
project, with a Club House called “Cher-
ish: reserved for residents. The 55,000 sq 
ft club house encompasses amenities like 
Gymnasium, Swimming pools for both 

adult and children, Spa, Steam, Sauna, 
Jacuzzi, Lawn Tennis, Table Tennis, Bad-
minton, Basket Ball court, Yoga Training, 
Card Room & Billiard Room, Banquet 
and Party halls, Entertainment Room, 
Service apartments for resident’s guests.

 Mr. Amit Modi, Director ABA Corp and 
Vice President, CREDAI Western UP said, 
“We would like to thank each and every 
stake holder who believed in ABA Corp. 
and the Cherry County team and their 
endeavor to make sure that despite the 
slowdown in real estate market, Cherry 
County’s on-time speedy delivery was 
a necessity to set us apart from the rest. 
While we always had an advantage of 25 
years of proven track record in terms of 
quality construction and landmark ar-
chitecture, we are happy that we have 
been able to provide consistency in 
terms of delivery and timely possession 
along with fully operational clubhouse, 
all amenities operational and 100% pay-
ment completed to GNIDA.”

New Delhi, March 15 
(IANS) Senior AAP lead-
er H.S. Phoolka was on 
Wednesday elected the 
Leader of the Opposition 
in the Punjab assembly.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
leader Sukhpal Khaira was 
elected the Chief Whip, 
AAP’s Punjab convener 
Gurpreet Ghuggi told re-
porters here. The decision 
was taken at a meeting at 
Delhi Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal’s residence 
where all Punjab AAP 
MLAs were present. While 
the Congress swept to 
power in Punjab winning 

77 of the 117 seats, the AAP 
came second with 20 seats. 
AAP ally Lok Insaaf Party 
won another two seats. 
Phoolka said the party 
would keep a close watch 
on all decisions taken by 
the newly-elected Con-
gress government in Pun-
jab and would perform 
the role of a constructive 
and an active opposition. 
While the Congress swept 
to power in Punjab win-
ning 77 of the 117 seats, 
the AAP came second with 
20 seats. AAP ally Lok In-
saaf Party won another 
two seats.

Ranchi, March 15 (IANS) 
Ahead of the third cricket Test 
match from Thursday, Australia 
captain Steve Smith on Wednes-
day rubbished his opposite 
number Virat Kohli’s allegations 
that he cheated more than once 
while taking Decision Review 
System (DRS) calls. He reiter-
ated that it was his ‘brain fade’ 
that led to the controversial in-
cident and he would never do it 
on a consistent basis.

The second Test in Bengaluru 
ended on a sour note after Smith 
was caught looking towards the 
dressing room balcony for ad-
vice on DRS appeal against his 
dismissal. “From my point of 
view I think they’re completely 
wrong. I obviously came out af-

ter the game and said I made a 
mistake and it was an error on 
my behalf, it was a brain fade,” 
Smith said at the pre-match 
press conference on the eve of 
the third rubber here. “In regard 
to saying we do it consistently, 
that’s complete rubbish in my 
opinion. I think he was wrong 
in his statement,” added the 27-
year old. 

Asked to comment on Kohli’s 
statement that he had no regrets 
about what he had said after 
the Bengaluru game, Smith said 
there is no animosity anymore 
from his side. “Not from my 
point of view... Yeah, it’s about 
moving on and concentrat-
ing on this Test here. It’s been 
a great series so far, the cricket 

that’s been played, and hopeful-
ly cricket can be the winner out 
here in the Test match. It’s an 
exciting one, one-all in the se-
ries, half way through the series. 
We’re all excited about this Test 
and hopefully it can be a good 
one,” the right-hander said.

The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) did not level any 
charge against any player after 
the Test and match referee Rich-
ie Richardson will bring both 
the captains together ahead of 
the penultimate game. . They 
understand that, it’s just about 
playing within the boundaries 
of the game and making sure 
that cricket is the winner,” he 
concluded. “Perhaps I might be 
able to ask a few questions. We’ll 

see what the mood is like at that 
time.” “Kohli obviously stuck 
by his comments. I think it will 
be just similar sort of thing with 
Richie making sure that cricket 
is the winner this week,” Smith 
said.  “I spoke to Richie Richard-
son and the other umpires just 
now. Basically they said cricket 
is the winner in the Test. Both 
teams turn to play within rules 
of the game. We always know 
that a series between Australia 
and India is fiercely contested.” 
“It’s between number one and 
two sides in the world. They 
understand that, it’s just about 
playing within the boundaries of 
the game and making sure that 
cricket is the winner,” he con-
cluded.

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) A Delhi 
court hearing the case of missing JNU 
student Najeeb Ahmed on Wednes-
day reserved order for March 20 after 
it was told that a lie-detector test is 
illegal unless undergone voluntarily.

The court was hearing a Delhi Po-
lice plea for recording of consent or 
refusal of nine students to undergo 
polygraphy. Vishwa Bhushan Arya, 
counsel for nine Jawaharlal Nehru 
University students who the police 
wanted to face polygraphy, said there 
was no law where a court could order 
the test. He told Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate Sumit Dass that as per the 

National Human Rights Commission, 
the lie detector test is not authorised 
by law and must be regarded as illegal 
unless it is voluntarily accepted.

On December 22, the Delhi High 
Court directed police to conduct the 
lie detector tests on these JNU stu-
dents regarding the student who went 
missing in October last year. The 
Crime Branch told the court that the 
nine students had failed to join the 
investigation. Ahmed, 27, an M.Sc. 
First Year student, went missing al-
legedly after a row with members of 
the RSS student wing Akhil Bharatiya 
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP).

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) The 
Enforcement Directorate has sum-
moned Kashmiri leaders Syed Ali 
Shah Geelani and Yasin Malik for 
questioning in foreign exchange 
violation cases, an official said on 
Wednesday. The case was later reg-
istered by the ED under the FEMA. 
Since then the case is pending with 
the ED and the IT Department.  The 
official said Yasin Malik, Chairman 
of Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front, 
was asked to appear before the cen-
tral agency on March 28 while Gee-
lani, leading the pro-Pakistan, hard-
line Hurriyat faction, was directed to 
appear on April 3. During question-
ing, Dar allegedly said the money 
was received from Nepal-based Altaf 
Qadri and was to be handed over to 
Yasin Malik. Qadri works for the All 
Parties Hurriyat Conference.  Malik 
was arrested but later released on 
bail. The agencies have been strug-
gling to investigate the case to prove 
Malik guilty as important documents 

were washed away during 
the 2014 flood. “We is-
sued separate summonses 
against Geelani and Ma-
lik last week. Geelani has 
been summoned in a 2002 
FEMA (Foreign Exchange 
Management Act) case 
in which 10,000 dollars were seized 
from his residence,” the official told 
IANS on the condition of anonym-
ity.  “Malik has been summoned in 
a 2001 case when the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police seized 1 lakh US dol-
lars from his wife’s possession,” he 
added. In June 2002, 10,000 US dol-
lars was found during searches by the 
Income Tax Department at Geelani’s 
residence in Hyderpora.  The IT De-
partment summoned the separatist 
leader in 2003 when he failed to de-
clare the source of the money and 
was unable to offer satisfactory an-
swers to the IT officials.  The case was 
later registered by the ED under the 
FEMA. Since then the case is pending 

with the ED and the IT Department. 
The ED had filed a case against 

Malik under the FEMA when his 
wife Shazia Rasool and one Mustaq 
Ahmad Dar were held by the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Police in 2001 for 
carrying 1 lakh US dollars.  During 
questioning, Dar allegedly said the 
money was received from Nepal-
based Altaf Qadri and was to be 
handed over to Yasin Malik. Qadri 
works for the All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference.  Malik was arrested but 
later released on bail. The agencies 
have been struggling to investigate 
the case to prove Malik guilty as 
important documents were washed 
away during the 2014 flood.

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) Af-
ter eight days of cultural extrava-
ganza in Goa last December, Ser-
endipity Arts Festival is all set for 
its Delhi edition, bringing a rare 
mix of crafts exhibition, photogra-
phy exhibition, design installation, 
dance performances, storytelling 
session and a theatre performance 
to the Capital.

Organised by the Serendipity 
Arts Trust, the festival will be held 
at Bikaner House for 11 days, from 
April 6 to 16. Spread across eight 
venues in Panaji, the first edition 
of the interdisciplinary arts festival 
had 14 curators facilitating dia-
logues and 53 projects in various 
fields.  Art connoisseurs looking to 
make value addition to their col-

lection will find the festival inspir-
ing, as piece of craft and photogra-
phy can be purchased too. All the 
proceeds of sales will go towards 
helping craftspersons and school, 
which was involved in the photog-
raphy project, the organisers said. 

“Indian Crafts: Traditions and 
Expressions,” an exhibition by 
Manjari Nirula and Jyotindra Jain, 
will explore the possibility of creat-
ing a contemporary environment 
for artisans by nudging them to 
explore their inherent creativity. 
These works on display will be on 
sale, where the proceeds go back 
to the Serendipity Arts Trust, and 
the funds, according to the organis-
ers, will be used to support artisan 
communities.  “The Express/Aspire 

project” with the Auxilium High 
School, Goa, explores photography 
and how a child looks through the 
lens. This project curated by Samar 
Jodha, begins a multi-layered inqui-
sition into how to engage children 
with creativity and how it helps de-
velop the child’s personality.

Sanjeev Bhargava’s project “San-
dhi” questions the hierarchies that 
exist between a classical musician 
and dancer. This project is a depic-
tion of creative collaborations, and 
the productions have provided an 
opportunity for interdisciplinary 
synergy where literature and mu-
sic within dance are emphasised. 

The festival will also present 
“Chakraview,” which is curated 
by Rajshree Pathy with design by 

Sumant Jayakrishnan. This project 
represented India at the London 
Design Biennale. This project was 
added into the programming to 
bring the art and design communi-
ties together and to draw inspira-
tion from their confluence.

“The festival emphasises the im-
portance of the Indian traditions 
in art along with introducing the 
Capital to the variety in art and 
culture through novel concepts of 
visual and performing arts. Seren-
dipity Arts Festival is more than a 
showcase of great Indian art -- it is 
a cultural experiment that hopes 
to, over time, affect the way In-
dians interact with art on a daily 
basis by addressing issues such as 
arts education, patronage culture.

Serendipity Arts Festival comes to Delhi, 
brings a showcase of great Indian art

JNU student: Order reserved
 on lie detector test

Delhi government 
seeks ballot paper 

for civic polls

ABA Corp’s Cherry 
County - 1st project to get 

Full Completion Certificate 
in Greater Noida (West)

Smith ‘rubbishes’ Kohli’s allegations

Phoolka to be 
Leader of Opposition 

in Punjab

The Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways and Shipping, Shri Nitin Gadkari and 
the Chief Minister of Puducherry, Shri V. Narayanasamy witnessing the signing ceremony 
of an MoU between Chennai Port and Puducherry Govt., in New Delhi on March 15, 2017. 

The Minister of State for Road Transport & Highways, Shipping and Chemicals & Fertilizers, 
Shri Mansukh L. Mandaviya is also seen. 

ED summons Geelani, Yasin for 
questioning over FEMA violations



The Commander-in-Chief, Russian Federation Navy, Admiral Vladimir Korolev meeting 
the Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Sunil Lanba, in New Delhi.

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) 
In order to move towards a 
pensioned society, India will 
require a systemic approach 
for designing a coherent pen-
sion system, a Ficci-KPMG 
white paper said on Wednes-
day. The 2011 Census showed 
that only 12 per cent of the In-
dian working population (i.e. 
approximately 58 million) are 
covered under any pension 
plan.  “This translates into 
the challenge of only a small 
portion of the Indian working 
population being protected 
against old-age income inse-
curity. A combination of aging 
population and low pension 
penetration makes it impera-
tive for policymakers to pay 

urgent attention to the chal-
lenge of providing income 
security after retirement,” the 
paper said.

The white paper has been 
produced jointly by industry 
body Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (Ficci) and consul-
tancy firm KPMG.

The population projections 
suggest that the elderly resi-
dents (aged 60 and above) will 
triple from 2010 to 2050, tak-
ing the number of elderly to 
331 million in India by 2050. 

For the white paper, the 
KPMG in India again conduct-
ed an Employer Pension Plans 
Survey this year to have an 
overview of the pension plans 

from company representatives 
from diverse sectors, includ-
ing industrial markets, IT/
BPO, automotive, healthcare, 
financial services and con-
sumer markets, among others. 
In all, 167 business entities 
responded to the survey. “Sig-
nificant efforts are required 
for building sufficient institu-
tional capacity for implement-
ing pension reforms in India,” 
Sirwalla added. The survey 
highlights that a majority of 
the employers are of the view 
that more emphasis needs to 
be given towards employees’ 
retirement planning. The sur-
vey responses indicate that 
tax benefits are considered as 
the primary reason to opt for 

the National Pension Scheme 
(NPS) of the Pension Fund 
Regulatory & Development 
Authority Authority (PFRDA).

“Given the large gap in 
pension coverage, both regu-
lators, EPFO (Employees’ 
Provident Fund Organisa-
tion) and PFRDA, along with 
the government and industry 
need to collaborate and build 
a comprehensive and sustain-
able pension system in India,” 
Parizad Sirwalla, Partner and 
Head, Global Mobility Services 
- Tax, KPMG, said. “Significant 
efforts are required for build-
ing sufficient institutional 
capacity for implementing 
pension reforms in India,” Sir-
walla added.
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Employees’ retirement planning 
needs urgent attention: Report

The Minister of State for Information & Broadcasting, Col. Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore 
and the President & CEO, Canon India, Mr. Kazutada Kobayashi witnessing the signing 

ceremony of an MoU between Film and Television Institute of India, Pune and Canon 
India Private Limited, in New Delhi.

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) 
Filmmaker Vivek Agnihotri says 
that, till the 1990s, there were a 
lot of “political commentaries” 
in Indian films. But the trend 
lost out to films on Mumbai and 
those with youth-centric themes 
after the rise of the “Bombay-bred 
boys”. Last year, Agnihotri made 
headlines for helming the con-
troversial socio-political thriller 
“Buddha in a Traffic Jam”. He is 
now working on a film dedicated 
to India’s second Prime Minister 
Lal Bahadur Shastri.

Why are political films impor-
tant to him? “I was making com-
mercial films like ‘Chocolate’ and 
‘Hate Story’. Then came a time 
when I realised that such stories 
only entertain for a week, and 
then we forget about them,” Ag-
nihotri told IANS in an interview.

“I have one life and the politi-
cal narrative always disturbs me. I 

feel what’s important is that writ-
ers and filmmakers should pres-
ent an alternate narrative.”

So, why aren’t too many politi-
cal films made in India? “You look 
at Raj Kapoor, Amitabh Bachchan 
or Dev Anand’s films... I think 
up to the 1990s, there were a lot 
of political commentaries in our 
films... on oppression and women 
empowerment.

“We used to have a genre called 
Muslim social drama which no-
body in the world has. Writers 
from north India and Bengal came 
and wrote great stories. Then that 
stopped. “Then Bombay-bred 
boys started making films. That is 
one of the reasons (for fewer polit-
ical films). If you look at the most 
successful directors today, you 
will find that their entire world 
is about Bombay,” said the film-
maker, who was raised in Bhopal 
and has roots in Uttar Pradesh.

And that’s why, he feels, there 
are a lot of youth-centric films 
and the “concept of a school boy 
and girl is more in fashion than 
anything else”. The other reason 
why the trend of making political 
films “died” is because employ-
ment of writers stopped.

“Writers who have seen life and 
who understand socio-politics 
stopped coming, and people 
started writing on their own,” 
pointed out Agnihotri. The third 
point, he says, is critical.

“Earlier, films were made and 
the amount on distribution of 
films was small. Today, market-
ing is almost 60 per cent of the 
whole filmmaking process. “Now, 
people give 80-90 per cent of their 
mind to marketing and very less 
to content. The stakes are very 
high. So, when marketing starts 
dictating, the first victim is the 
socio-political issue.”

He, however, isn’t among those 
who let marketing dictate terms. 
His upcoming film on Shastri at-
tempts to raise questions about 
the mysterious death of the lead-
er, who died 51 years ago. It will 
be made on a shoestring budget.

“The budget is enough to tell a 
story. It will have some of the best 
actors and not stars. It’s a realis-
tic and hard-hitting film,” said 
the director who has worked with 
actors like Anil Kapoor and John 
Abraham. In fact, Agnihotri began 
the year with “crowdsourcing of 
ideas” for the film.

“There are no official docu-
ments, but there are so many 
people who know so many things 
(about Shastri’s death). When I 
put out that post (on crowdsourc-
ing of ideas) on Twitter, my inbox 
got flooded. “There was bogus 
information, but very interesting 
things as well. 

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) 
The AIADMK faction led by for-
mer Chief Minister O. Panneer-
selvam on Wednesday met Chief 
Election Commissioner Dr Nasim 
Zaidi to stake claim to the party 
symbol of ‘two leaves’ for the RK 
Nagar seat bye-election.

Addressing the media after the 
meeting here, Panneerselvam 
said “Amma had always been 
against the family rule. However, 
the Sasikala group has again es-
tablished family rule by nominat-
ing (her nephew) Dinakaran.”

“We asked the Election Com-
mission to allow officer-bearers 
appointed by the then AIADMK 
General Secretary Jayalalithaa to 
continue until a new person is ap-
pointed to the post. We urged the 
panel to let Presidium Chairman 
Madhusudanan to select the par-
ty candidate and allot us the ‘two 
leaves’ symbol,” Panneerselvam 
said. The RK Nagar seat fell va-

cant after J. Jayalalithaa’s death 
on December 5 last year.

AIADMK General Secretary 
V.K. Sasikala has nominated 
party’s Deputy General Secre-
tary and her nephew T.T.V. Di-
nakaran as party candidate for 
the April 12 bye-election. Jayala-
lithaa’s niece Deepa Jayakumar 
is also in the fray.

Panneerselvam said Sasikala’s 
appointment as AIADMK General 
Secretary was invalid since she 
was not elected as per the party 
constitution. “As per the bye-laws 
of the party, the General Secre-
tary is elected by AIADMK pri-
mary members. But Sasikala has 
not been elected by the primary 
members. So our first request to 
the commission was to declare 
her appointment invalid,” Pan-
neerselvam said. AIADMK MP V. 
Maitreyan said the commission’s 
decision was expected before 
March 24.

Bharat Net 
project to link 
2.5 lakh gram 

panchayats
New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) 

Communications Minister Manoj 
Sinha on Wednesday said the gov-
ernment will finish the task of 
connecting around 2.5 lakh gram 
panchayats through high speed 
broadband under its Bharat Net 
Project by the end of 2018. “Phase-I 
to connect 100,000 gram panchay-
ats is scheduled to be completed by 
March 2017. The connectivity to all 
the gram panchayats is to be pro-
vided by December 2018,” the min-
ister said in a written reply to the 
Lok Sabha. Police were informed 
of the accident by the bus conduc-
tor and driver Sandeep Kumar, 40, 
was arrested from the spot, he said, 
adding that there were 25 passen-
gers in the bus when the accident 
took place. BharatNet project is be-
ing implemented with the objective 
of creating network infrastructure 
for providing broadband connec-
tivity of 100 Mbps to all gram pan-
chayats (approximately 250,000) 
in the country.  Bharat Broadband 
Network Ltd (BBNL) is the special 
purpose vehicle (SPV) to imple-
ment, operate and manage the 
project.  The phase-I to connect 
100,000 gram panchayats by laying 
underground optical fibre cable is 
being implemented through three 
central public sector undertakings 
- BSNL, RailTel and PGCIL.Police 
were informed of the accident 
by the bus conductor and driver 
Sandeep Kumar, 40, was arrested 
from the spot, he said, adding that 
there were 25 passengers in the 
bus when the accident took place.

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) Union Minister of 
State for Home Kiren Rijiju on Tuesday sought Indo-
nesia’s partnership in cementing India’s ties with the 
ASEAN bloc. In a meeting here with Indonasia’s Co-
ordinating Political, Legal and Security Affairs Minis-
ter Wiranto, Rijiju said India recognised the former’s 
country’s key role in the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and appreciated its strong 
commitment to regional peace and security. 

Pointing out that the two countries share a lot of 
similarities, democratic set-up and common cul-
tural and social ties, Rijiju said: “India is eager to 
consolidate its partnership with the largest nation 
in southeast Asia to cement its ties with the ASEAN 
bloc.” The ministers discussed various issues on se-
curity cooperation and assured mutual commitment 
to strengthen bilateral engagement in this regard, the 

statement added.  Wiranto is in the national capital 
and leading an Indonasian delegation.  Both the lead-
ers shared concerns on tackling fundamentalism, ex-
tremism and the threat posed by radicalisation and 
the Islamic State, an official statement said.  Recall-
ing his visit to Bali for the International meeting on 
counter-terrorism in August 2016, Rijiju said he was 
very impressed with how Indonesia has effectively 
tackled the threat of the Islamic State on its soil. 

Both expressed hope that the two countries can 
deepen cooperation on counter-terrorism matters. 
“The two sides also evinced interest in enhancing 
ties in intelligence-sharing and cyber security.” 
The ministers discussed various issues on security 
cooperation and assured mutual commitment to 
strengthen bilateral engagement in this regard, the 
statement added. 

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) 
Union Agriculture Minister Rad-
ha Mohan Singh will on Wednes-
day inaugurate a three-day ‘Krishi 
Unnati Mela’ at the Pusa Institute 
here. Latest advancements in ag-
ricultural research and technol-
ogy development in farm sector, 
animal husbandry and horticul-
ture will be on display at the fair, 
where over 350 stalls will be put 
up from March 15 to 17. 

Dr Trilochan Mohapatra, De-
partment of Agricultural Re-
search and Education, told the 
media that various government 
schemes and policies for the 
farmers will be showcased at the 
event.  At some stalls, farmers will 
get information on low-cost farm-
ing such as kitchen and vertical 

gardening, integrated gardening 
and energy-effective farming us-
ing solar energy. He said all these 
initiatives will help farmers to 
double income in next few years. 

Mohapatra said there will be 
demonstration of agricultural 
machinery, information about 
different species of livestock, fish 
cultivation and rainwater har-
vesting. Also, seeds of improvised 
varieties will be up for sale, he 
added.

There will be 40 stalls where 
farmers will be able to sell their 
produce but through cashless 
payment only. Mohapatra said 
farmers can use the event to in-
teract with scientists to learn new 
methods of improving agricul-
tural yield. 

‘Bombay-bred boys’ responsible for lack 
of Indian political films: Vivek Agnihotri

The Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shri 
Radha Mohan Singh made cashless payment to promote cashless 
transaction drive, at the inauguration of the “Krishi Unnati Mela, 

2017”, in New Delhi.

India seeks Indonesia’s help in 
cementing ties with ASEAN

Panneerselvam meets 
CEC to stake claim to 

AIADMK symbol

Minister to 
inaugurate agricultural 

fair on Wednesday
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Chennai, March 15 (IANS) The 
start-up system in Tamil Nadu 
will be impacted if civil cases are 
treated as criminal and officials of 
corporates are arrested for vendor 
dues, said officials of The Indus 
Entrepreneurs (TiE) Chennai.

They were in support of online 
homestay market place Stayzilla 
founder Yogendra Vasupal, who 
was arrested here on Tuesday for 
not settling the dues of an adver-
tising agency. “This is bad in law 
and reflects badly on law and or-

der in Tamil Nadu. The case is a 
civil case-non-payment to ven-
dor,” P. Narayanan, President of 
TiE Chennai, told reporters here 
on Wednesday. 

He said banks have huge non-
performing assets (NPA) and it 
would be a ridiculous situation 
if the industrialists were taken to 
police station. 

According to K. Purushotha-
man, Regional Director of NASS-
COM, the start-up eco system in 
Tamil Nadu would be impacted 

due to this development.
Stayzilla had shut down opera-

tions last month.
One of the vendors, a city based 

advertising agency Jigsaw Adver-
tising, lodged a police complaint 
against Vasupal for non-payment 
of dues. “The due process of law 
seems to have taken a total back-
seat. Who would want to battle 
against bureaucracy on the one 
hand, corruption on the other 
hand and total law and order 
breakdown on the third? Even as 
we speak, the accused (Vasupal) 
has not been given a copy of the 
FIR and is unable to apply for bail 
today,” Narayanan said.

Chennai, March 15 (IANS) 
Global credit rating agency 
Moody’s Investor’s Service on 
Wednesday said the recent state 
election results will facilitate 
reforms by the BJP led Indian 
government.  In a statement 
Moody’s said the 2017 state 
election results demonstrate 
broad-based popular support 
for the Indian government’s 
policy agenda and will facilitate 
the implementation of further 
reforms, a credit positive for the 
sovereign.

Moody’s said the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) has made sub-
stantial gains in the state elec-
tions.

As a result, the party will in-
crease its share of seats in the 
upper house of India’s parlia-
ment.

“The ruling party will not 
feel the benefit of its electoral 
gains immediately, because the 
changes in the upper house will 

only occur next year, when some 
members retire,” said William 
Foster, a Moody’s Vice President 
and Senior Credit Officer.

“Nevertheless, electoral sup-
port at the state level should 
translate into broader support 
for government policy in the up-
per house, facilitating the pas-
sage and implementation of ad-
ditional reforms,” added Foster.

The BJP’s solid gains were 
despite the negative economic 
hit from demonetisation in late 
2016, Moody’s said.

According to Moody’s in 2018, 
69 seats in the upper house, in-

cluding 10 from Uttar Pradesh 
and one from Uttarkhand, will 
come up for reelection.

If the BJP-led coalition in-
creases its seat tally to or close 
to an outright majority, passage 
of policies will become easier, 
helping to accelerate reform.

In addition, collaboration be-
tween the central government 
and the new BJP-led states could 
improve, partially circumvent-
ing impediments to reform at 
the federal level on politically 
sensitive issues like land and la-
bour reform.

This situation would support 
state-led reform momentum. 
For example, BJP-led states like 
Gujarat and Rajasthan have al-
ready amended some land and 
labour laws, Moody’s said.

According to Moody’s in 2018, 
69 seats in the upper house, in-
cluding 10 from Uttar Pradesh 
and one from Uttarkhand, will 
come up for reelection.

Supari killing bid: 8 arrested 
in Bengaluru

Bengaluru:March 15 (IANS)  The Kengeri police have ar-
rested a gang of eight, including two women who had al-
legedly given supari to murder a person to settle personal 
scores.  Selvi, 40, a resident of JD Mara Slum, Kamakshi, 59, of 
Ragigudda, and six other men have been arrested by the po-
lice. R. K. Kuppanna, 40, the president of JD Mara Slum Com-
munity Hall and General Secretary of Bidugadeya Chirateg-
alu organisation had filed a complaint stating that he was 
kidnapped, assaulted at gun point and robbed of Rs 10,000 by 
a gang of men on Sunday.  He also alleged that accused Selvi 
and Kamakshi were members of the Bidugadeya Chirategalu 
organisation and they were conspiring to sell off the JD Mara 
Slum area to other parties and pocket a fortune.  “He stated 
that as he objected and had staged protests against them, he 
suspected their role behind the incident. Based on his suspi-
cion, the accused women were picked up for questioning and 
they confessed to the crime.

K’taka abolishes additional 
excise on liquor, lifts VAT on 

wine, beer
Bengaluru: March 15 (IANS) The Karnataka Government 

during the budget session has abolished additional excise on 
liquor and lifted the VAT on beer, wine, feni and hard liquor.  
In the same budget, the state government has also allocated 
Rs. 100 crore for setting up of Namma Canteens in Bengaluru 
where breakfast will be provided for Rs. 5 while lunch and din-
ner for Rs. 10.  Last year, the Karnataka Government imposed 
20 percent hike in additional excise duty on Indian-made li-
quor in addition to the VAT of three percent.. 

Xentrix and Epica 
Studios announce strategic JV

Thiruvananthapuram, March 15 (IANS) Technopark 
based Epica Studios and Bengaluru headquartered Xentrix 
Studios on Wednesday signed a strategic joint venture (JV) 
to produce high quality animated content for clients around 
the world. The JV was inked in the presence of Aries Group, 
(a consortium of firms spearheaded by UAE based Sohan 
Roy under which Epica operates) and Nandish Domlur co-
founder and CEO of Xentrix.  “We have the best infrastruc-
ture -- a state of the art studio set in 16,000 sq.ft space with 
375 work stations in the Technopark campus, while Xentrix 
has the best expertise, techniques, animation tools and is 
currently engaged in working on numerous projects for its 
clients,” said Roy to the media here.  “We have a staff strength 
of 600. We operate out of Bengaluru and recently opened in 
Manila.  In 10 months time, we will have a strength of 250 
animators here and in three years time, it will go up to 600 
and we expect to have a business in excess of $25 million,” 
said Domlur.  One big handicap that the animation indus-
try in the country is facing is a shortage of animators and 
to start with the new JV is working on a twofold strategy, Vi-
rendra of Xentrix said.  “We will look for animators who are 
fresh from their course and give them the required training 
and then we will also find fresh talent interested in anima-
tion and train them,” said Virendra.

K.M. Mani completes 50 
years as legislator

Thiruvananthapuram, March 15 (IANS) Veteran politician 
K.M. Mani on Wednesday completed 50 years as a legislator in 
the Kerala assembly -- elected every time from Pala constitu-
ency in Kottayam.  Beginning his career in the Congress, Mani 
later formed his Kerala Congress (Mani) which has been a part 
of both the CPI-M-led Left grouping and the Congress-led Unit-
ed Democratic Front (UDF).   Last year, he severed ties with the 
UDF and he with five other legislators now sits as an indepen-
dent block in the assembly.  Among the records that will stay 
with Mani for a while include holding the finance portfolio for 
the longest period and presenting 13 state budgets.   Glowing 
tributes were paid to Mani - always referred to as Mani Sir - in 
the assembly on Wednesday.  Speaker P. Sreeramakrishnan said 
Mani had written himself into world parliamentary records.  
“The biggest hallmark of his is that all through his five decades 
as a legislator, he has always dealt with criticism with humour.”  
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan pointed out that technically 
Mani would have completed 50 years as a legislator two years 
back.  Even though Mani won his first election in 1965 from 
Pala, at that time the Kerala assembly failed to be convened as 
no party got the majority to form a government.  “I really doubt 
if this record can ever be broken by anyone in India. The high-
light is Mani has won every election from Pala and he won while 
being a member of the traditional rival fronts,” Vijayan said. 

Raj Tarun has significant 
cameo in ‘Balloon’: Director

Chennai, March 15 (IANS) Actor Raj Tarun’s cameo in 
upcoming Tamil-Telugu horror-thriller “Balloon” will be 
very significant from the story’s perspective and won’t be a 
blink-and-you-miss kind of role, says director Sinish. “The 
film will have a simultaneous release in Telugu. For the 
Tamil version, we have enough familiar faces in the cast. 
However, we needed someone for Telugu audiences to 
root for. Hence, we went with Raj Tarun,” Sinish told IANS.  
The film will mark Raj Tarun’s Tamil film debut.  Talking 
about his character, Sinish said: “It’s a very significant role. 
Even though it’s a cameo, he will appear in a very impor-
tant sequence. 

Chennai: March 15 (IANS) Political 
leaders on Tuesday expressed strong 
concern over the death of Dalit stu-
dent Muthukrishnan in JNU campus 
and demanded proper enquiry to find 
out if it is a suicide or murder.

Leader of Opposition M.K. Stalin 
cited the statement of Muthukrish-

nan’s father that his son would not 
have committed suicide and said the 
views of Delhi police commissioner 
Sinmai Biswas that he had personal 
problems could not be accepted.

Stalin also said Muthukrishnan was 
one of the students who protested 
demanding justice for the death of 

Rohith Vemula. His comments in 
the Face Book about lack of equality 
in the university indicates the prob-
lems in the campus. Recalling the 
death of AIIMS student Saravanan 
from Tiruppur, Stalin said Delhi po-
lice were maintaining that the death 
was a suicide, but the post mortem 
showed no evidence for suicide. Af-
ter the post mortem report, an FIR 
was filed and no one knew about the 
next stage of enquiry and the murder-
ers were not found. The same Delhi 
police is saying that Muthukrishnan 
also committed suicide, Stalin said 
and demanded a CBI probe into the 
deaths of Muthukrishnan and Sara-
vanan. AIADMK deputy general sec-
retary T.T.V. Dinakaran urged Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal to 
carry out an enquiry and bring out the 
truth. He should bring to book those 
involved in the incident. The world 
judges a country by its capital, he 
said and added that casteist and com-
munal discriminations are leading 
to the deaths in educational institu-
tions which should teach students to 

come out of narrow circles like caste, 
religion and race, he said. Echoing 
the views of Stalin, TNCC president 
S.  Thirunavukkarasar too said only 
a CBI enquiry would bring out the 
truth and demanded that students of 
other states studying in Delhi should 
be given protection. DMDK leader Vi-
jayakanth asked the central and state 
governments to conduct an enquiry 
and find out if Muthukrishnan’s death 
is a suicide or murder. CPM state sec-
retary G. Ramakrishnan demanded a 
judicial probe into Muthukrishnan’s 
death and demanded a special law in 
the name of Rohith Vemula to punish 
those practising oppression and isola-
tion of Dalit students.   Alleging that 
the death of Muthukrishnan was a re-
sult of caste discrimination, CPI state 
secretary R. Mutharasan called for the 
unity of secular and democratic forces 
against such incidents. He also ac-
cused the BJP government at the cen-
tre of protecting people who indulge 
in violence against right to freedom 
of expression. Tamil Maanila Con-
gress leader G.K. Vasan wanted the 
centre and state governments every-
where to give protection to students. 
Thamizhaga Vazhvurimai Katchi 
leader T. Velmurugan also demanded 
CBI enquiry.

Bengaluru: March 15 (IANS) A year 
after the state government banned 
plastic bags, cups and plates, the ubiq-
uitous plastic has made a triumphant 
comeback. Soon after the ban was 
introduced on March 11, 2016, plas-
tic carry bags vanished from shops. 
Bengalureans even made a habit of 
carrying cloth bags to bring vegetables 
home, while the BBMP cracked down 
on plastic bag manufacturers.

But slowly and surely, plastic has 

proved that it is immune to such bans. 
Shop owners are now blatantly offer-
ing carry bags made of plastic. “The 
ban is not being enforced. For the first 
few months, storeowners were scared 
of the penalties and stopped offering 
plastic carry bags. But they have made 
a big comeback,” says Ms Aruna, a 
homemaker in Ramamurthynagar.

She has mixed feelings about it. 
“We know that plastic is bad for the 
environment, but paper bags or even 
plastic bags made to look like cloth are 
not the answer. We had a big problem 
disposing of garbage. With no plastic 
bags, we used to dump kitchen waste 
in plastic buckets. But the garbage 
people refused to take the buckets. In 
any case, using plain buckets to dump 
garbage was messy,” she says.

In the first few months after the ban, 

storeowners advised customers to 
bring their own bags, while some of-
fered white plastic bags that had a faux 
cloth feel, but plastic nevertheless, for 
a price. First to break the rule were 
liquor outlets. They never stopped of-
fering bottles tucked in telltale black 
plastic bags.

“We were also worried in the begin-
ning that we would be fined. But later 
we realised that nobody was both-
ered,” says Nagaraj, who manages 
the counter at a liquor vend in OMBR 
Layout. Rajesh, who was buying a half 
a kilo of sugar at a kirana store, says, 
“We can’t do without plastic bags. I 
think the ban was not well thought 
out.” But isn’t plastic bad for environ-
ment? “Maybe, but till we have a safer 
alternative that has all the advantages 
of a plastic bag, why ban it,” he ques-

tions. The kirana storekeeper cracks 
into a smile and says, “Do you expect 
a customer to pay Rs 5 for a cloth bag 
while a plastic cover comes for free?”

BBMP Joint Commissioner (Health/
Solid Waste Management) Sarfaraz 
Khan says the BBMP is doing all it 
could. “People should take the initia-
tive and stop asking for plastic bags. 
We have been conducting regular 
raids like the one in Bommanhalli re-
cently. We are also campaigning and 
educating people to stop using plastic 
bags,” he says.

He says, “The number of raids may 
have come down now, but we will in-
tensify them in coming months. The 
plastic bags are coming from places 
like Gujarat as the BBMP is actively 
shutting down units manufacturing 
plastic bags in the city.”

Plastic bags back in Bengaluru despite ban

IIT-Madras to hire 
foreign faculty, increase 

industry-funded research

State election results to facilitate 
reforms: Moody’s

Chennai, March 15 (IANS) Attracting foreign 
nationals as faculty members, increasing the 
industry-institute research partnerships and 
donations from Indians and alumni, nurtur-
ing entrepreneurial skills among its students 
and drawing top corporates to its campus for 
job placements are some of the goals the In-
dian Institute of Technology - Madras (IIT-M) 
is pursuing, said a top official.  The institute 
has got a sanction of Rs 750 crore as its budget 
for the next fiscal from the central government 
and first tranche is expected to soon, officials 
said.  “IIT-M plans to have around 100 foreign 
nationals as its faculty over the next three 
years. To start with, the institute plans to hire 
around 25 foreign nationals as faculty mem-
bers,” Pawan Goenka, Chairman, Governing 
Board of IIT-M and Managing Director, Ma-
hindra & Mahindra Ltd., told reporters here on 
Wednesday.  Queried about the value addition 
that foreign faculty members are expected to 
bring in, IIT-M Director Bhaskar Ramamurthi 
said: “They would bring in diverse ideas. Not 
all nationalities think alike.”  The institute is 
also studying the enabling factors that attract 
faculty to it and the disenabling factors that 
make the faculty reject the institute.  Agreeing 
that there is much scope to increase the indus-
try-funded research projects at IIT-M, Goenka 
said: “Nearly 75 per cent of funds for research 
projects is from government and the balance 
by the industry. This ratio has to be reversed.”  
Goenka said the central government’s Make-
in-India programme will be an empty slogan 
if there is no research and development (R&D) 
in India.  He said for most Indian companies, 
licensing an existing technology is easier than 
developing one.  He said M&M has invested 
around Rs 500 crore on the development of an 
efficient electric vehicle and that is the big bet 
the company is taking.  According to Goenka, 
the gap between the institute’s basic research 
and the industry’s focus on applied research 
has to be bridged so that there is an active 
industry-institute interaction.

Arrest of Stayzilla founder to 
impact start-up system

Tamil Nadu leaders demand inquiry
 into death of JNU scholar
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 Congress expels Mani-
pur legislator for joining 

BJP ministry
Imphal, March 15 (IANS) The Congress in Manipur on 

Wednesday expelled newly-elected party legislator T. Shyam-
kumar for six years after he was sworn in as a cabinet minister 
during the day.

Thounaojam Shyamkumar was elected from Andro seat on 
Congress ticket in the March assembly elections, but he shifted 
his allegiance to the Bharatiya Janata Party post-polls.

Chief Minister-designate N. Biren Singh submitted a list of 
supporting legislators to Governor Najma Heptullah shortly be-
fore swearing-in ceremony, in which T. Shyamkumar was listed 
as an assembly member of the Congress. 

Congress state unit chief T.N. Haokip said: “It was done with-
out our knowledge. Accordingly, we expelled him for six years.” 

Informed sources said proceedings under the 10th Schedule of 
the Constitution dealing with defection will be taken up against 
Shyamkumar by the party. The Congress won 28 seats in the 
60-member assembly.

 IIT Kharagpur students 
asked to go green with 

innovations
Kolkata, March 15 (IANS) Aspiring entrepreneurs at Indian 

Institute of Technology, Kharagpur, have been asked to go 
green with their innovations.

The students have been asked to design their innovation in 
such a way that it goes green right from the stage of sourc-
ing for material to delivering finished products and services to 
end users, a statement said on Wednesday.

“In Indian context our students have to focus on three areas 
while designing new technology, usage of renewable energy, 
going for environment friendly materials and ensuring the 
whole process should have minimum or no carbon footprint,” 
said Bhaskar Bhowmick of Rajendra Mishra School of Engi-
neering Entrepreneurship, IIT Kharagpur.

“Our overall objective is to develop a perspective on the role 
of Green Entrepreneurship in transforming current produc-
tion and consumption systems for achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) especially developing responsible 
consumption and production habit among our innovators,” 
Bhowmick added. 

And in order to ensure that the students start thinking 
green, they were asked to design a green ambulance ensuring 
minimum carbon footprint.

Illegal Hindu, Muslim 
Bangladeshi should be 

deported: NESO
Shillong, March 14 (IANS) The powerful North East Stu-

dents’ Union (NESO) on Tuesday demanded that Hindu 
and Muslim Bangladeshis who have illegally entered into 
Assam and other northeastern states must be deported.

The demand of the apex students’ body came after a 
group of people under the banner of Nikhil Bharat Bengali 
Udbastu Samanvay Samiti (NBBUSS) demanded citizen-
ship for Hindu Bangladeshis and vandalised an All Assam 
Students Union (AASU) office at Silapathar in Dhemaji 
district of Assam. “The NESO reiterates its firm stand on 
the issue of illegal migrants from Bangladesh and would 
like to convey the organisation’s long-standing demand 
that all the Hindu, Muslim Bangladeshis illegally entered 

Himachal assembly has 
heated debate over land 

to Ramdev
Shimla, March 15 (IANS) The 

Himachal legislative assem-
bly on Wednesday witnessed 
a heated debate between the 
ruling Congress and opposi-
tion BJP over land allotted to 
yoga guru Baba Ramdev in 
Solan district for setting up a 
branch of Patanjali Yogpeeth.

Responding to queries dur-
ing the Question Hour, Rev-
enue Minister Kaul Singh 
Thakur said the Cabinet on 
February 17 restored to Patan-
jali Yogpeeth the land allotted 
to it, albeit with a rider.

The deed was cancelled on 
February 19, 2013, after the 
government came across al-
leged violations in land allot-
ment norms.

The Minister said the Cabi-
net nod to restore the land 
lease came on a plea by the 
Patanjali Yogpeeth Trust in 
January 2017 that it wanted 
to establish herbal medici-
nal plants on the said land at 
Mauza Kalhog in Kandaghat 
tehsil of Solan district. The 
Minister said the Cabinet nod 
to restore the land lease came 
on a plea by the Patanjali Yo-
gpeeth Trust in January 2017 
that it wanted to establish 
herbal medicinal plants on 
the said land at Mauza Kalhog 
in Kandaghat tehsil of Solan 

district. He said the Cabinet 
decided to reconsider cancel-
lation of the lease as the move 
had put heavy financial bur-
den on state resources.

Kaul Singh accused the 
state’s previous Bharatiya 
Janata Party government led 
by then Chief Minister Prem 
Kumar Dhumal of executing 
the land deal overnight.

He said the land lease was 
executed at a rate of Re 1 per 
annum for 99 years, which is 
unjustified. He said the land 
lease was executed at a rate of 
Re 1 per annum for 99 years, 
which is unjustified.

The minister said the gov-
ernment found that the Pa-
tanjali Trust was constructing 
a five-star hotel and a hospi-
tality unit on the leased land, 
which forced it to take posses-
sion of the land.

This agitated former Chief 
Minister Dhumal, who blamed 
the Congress government for 
deciding the matter in haste.

The Cabinet, chaired by 
Chief Minister Virbhadra 
Singh, had decided to con-
sider the Trust’s request to 
review the lease cancellation if 
the Trust withdrew a petition 
that challenged the decision in 
the High Court, a government 
statement said.

TVF sexual harassment case: Company 
needs to be hauled up, says activist

IAF aircraft crashes near 
Barmer, pilots safe 

 Browse Satyajit Ray’s notes on 
National Digital Library app

Kolkata, March 15 (IANS) Noted law-
yer and human rights activist Vrinda 
Grover on Wednesday said digital en-
tertainment start-up The Viral Fever 
(TVF), whose CEO Arunabh Kumar has 
been accused of sexual harassment, 
should be hauled up in court.

Grover said the respective state gov-
ernment and women’s commission 
need to step in.

“If this person has been found want-
ing, the law says the state government 
has to impose a penalty... the state gov-
ernment has to be doing a monitoring. 
This company needs to be hauled up 
legally... just like if a company does not 
follow tax laws.

“Why is it that when women’s dignity 
is involved and leads to women drop-
ping out, why is the state sitting quiet? 
Please come down on that company... 
the women’s commission needs to step 
in, the state government needs to step 
in ... it is written in the law. So, we are 
not asking for anything special,” Gro-
ver told IANS.

A female ‘staffer’ of the company, 
under the pseudonym “Indian Fowler”, 
posted a blog at medium.com, accus-

ing Kumar of sexual advances at the 
workplace and his several attempts to 
exploit her.

In the response section of the blog, 
another female employee shared her 
ordeal at TVF, saying that she “had to 
face a similar experience while work-
ing there”. “I felt exploited and cheated 
and I left my job under very bad cir-
cumstances,” she posted.

Referring to the Vishaka Guidelines, 
Grover said ignorance of law is not al-
lowed as a defence. Referring to the 
Vishaka Guidelines, Grover said igno-
rance of law is not allowed as a defence.

“The law mandates since 1997, re-
affirmed by the statute of 2013, that 
there must be an in-house internal 
complaints committee against sexual 
harassment at workplace.

“It’s not that somebody, who is run-
ning a company of any form, can say 
that they are ignorant... Ignorance of 
law is not allowed as a defence... and 
particularly somebody who is in the 
business of media,” Grover said here 
ahead of the launch of “Flo Advocacy 
and Legal Cell” by FICCI Ladies Organ-
isation.

Jaipur, March 15 (IANS) A Sukhoi 
aircraft of the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
on Wednesday crashed near Barmer, 
about 550 km from here.

The aircraft was on a routine training 
sortie. Both pilots ejected to safety.

The IAF is inquiring into the incident.
“Three persons sustained minor in-

juries in the incident, which happened 

in the afternoon. Parts of the crashed 
aircraft fell on three ‘kuccha’ or tempo-
rary houses,” a police officer told IANS.

Rajasthan Chief Minister Vasundha 
Raje in a tweet said: “News of Suk-
hoi-30 MKI aircraft crash in Barmer 
is extremely unfortunate. Prayers for 
speedy recovery of injured. Glad the 
pilots are safe.”

Kolkata, March 15 (IANS) Au-
teur Satyajit Ray’s “Kheror Kha-
ta” (red books or manuscripts), 
where he jotted down minute 
details associated with his films, 
are now being made available 
by National Digital Library of 
India on your phones or tablets 
through an Android app.

NDL is sponsored by Ministry 
of Human Resource Develop-
ment and co-ordinated by In-
dian Institute of Technology, 
Kharagpur. 

Unveiled in February, the An-
droid app has clocked 56,000 

downloads till last week, accord-
ing to the library’s chief techni-
cal officer Nand Gopal Chatto-
padhyay.

“We are working on the iOS 
app for Apple devices. It will be 
launched in a month or so. Till 
date more than 70 lakhs items in-
cluding books, research papers, 
videos, manuscripts etc were 
uploaded on NDL. The target for 
2017 is at least two crore items,” 
Chattopadhyay told IANS.

All these resources are eas-
ily accessible through the app as 
well, he said.

Of the 70 lakh resources, Ray’s 
manuscripts are one of the most 
important items hosted by the 
digital repository, said Chatto-
padhyay.

“One can access as many as 
37 of Ray’s red books in the li-
brary. These manuscripts com-
prise handwritten notes, scripts, 
dialogues, scribbles, costume 
designs... all associated with his 
films,” the official said.

Meanwhile, the institute is 
working on integrating NDL with 
World Health Organisation’s da-
tabase.

Kolkata, March 15 (IANS) Warning 
people against causing damage to 
public property, senior police officers 
of West Bengal on Wednesday said 
any instance of spreading misinfor-
mation or ransacking would be dealt 
with sternly and the offenders pros-
ecuted under the new stringent “Pre-
vention of Damage to Public Property 
Amendment Act, 2017”.

The new law was passed by the Ma-
mata Banerjee government.

“Sometimes when some unsavoury 
incidents occur, a few groups try to 
ransack places by taking advantage of 
the people’s emotions. We will handle 
these cases very seriously. Any instance 
of spreading misinformation or rumour 
would also be strictly handled by the 
police,” state police Director General 
Surajit Kar Purkayastha told reporters.

Purkayastha, along with other senior 
police officers, was addressed to the 
press after a high-level administrative 
meeting regarding the security infra-
structure of the state hospitals.

“People involved in destroying public 
property would be dealt with very seri-
ously. We are in the process of identify-
ing the people involved in the incident at 
the medical college yesterday (Tuesday).

“We will ensure that those people are 
prosecuted under the new law,” city Po-
lice Commissioner Rajeev Kumar said 
referring to the incident of ransack-

ing at the Kolkata Medical College and 
Hospital after a newborn was stolen 
from the maternity ward.

Thanking the media for spreading 
the news of child theft, Kumar claimed 
people should give adequate time to the 
police to investigate and resolve such 
issues before resorting to violence.

“If an incident happens, police will 
take time to investigate. Yesterday we 
were lucky that we could deal with the 
situation quite fast and the accused 
woman was caught with your help. But 
it does not mean that if someone has 
any grievances, that has to be taken out 
on somebody else,” he added.

DG Purkayastha stated that under the 
Chief Minister’s instruction, a three-
member committee would be formed 
to improve the security infrastructure 
at the hospitals.

“Under the instruction of Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee, a three-mem-
ber committee would be formed com-
prising the Health Secretary, city Police 
Commissioner and me, which would 
look to improving security at hospi-
tals,” he said.

He also said that several steps, like 
installing more security cameras on the 
hospital premises and increasing po-
lice surveillance at the state hospitals, 
would be taken up by the administra-
tion to beef up security at the hospitals 
to prevent incidents like child theft.

Damage public property and face 
the music, warns Bengal police

Kathmandu, March 15 (IANS) 
The agitating Madhesi Morcha, 
an alliance of seven political par-
ties, on Tuesday night withdrew 
its support extended to the Push-
pa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’-
led government on expiry of its 
seven-day ultimatum, a Morcha 
leader said on Wednesday.

The deadline of the ultimatum 
to government ended on Tues-
day midnight.

The Madhesi Morcha has now 
decided to sit in the opposition 
and said it would be announcing 
a series of protests.

The Morcha leaders have al-
ready written to Parliament 
Speaker Onsari Gharti, saying 
they were no more part of the rul-
ing coalition, so they be allowed 
seats in the opposition row.

“We have withdrawn our sup-
port extended to the govern-
ment, so allot us chairs in the 
opposition row,” Morcha leader 
Mahendra Raya Yadav said in 
Parliament on Wednesday.

The Madhesi parties have 39 
votes in Parliament, but their 
withdrawal will not have any 
immediate bearing on the coali-
tion, as Prachanda still enjoys 
comfortable majority in the 
House. Ahead of the installation 

of the Prachanda-led govern-
ment in August 2016, the Mor-
cha had extended support to 
the government after reaching a 
three-point agreement, includ-
ing amendment in the Constitu-
tion to make it Madhes friendly 
and compensation to the victims 
of the Madhes uprising.

But the government, accord-
ing to the Morcha leaders, failed 
to address the demands and un-
derstandings reached with Mad-
hesi parties, forcing them to roll 
back their support. 

A formal decision to withdraw 
support was expected to be tak-
en by the Morcha later in the day.

After Morcha’s ultimatum, 
Prime Minister Prachanda in-
ducted the fourth largest party -- 
Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP) 
-- into the government to ensure 
the local polls slated for May 14 
pass of without any hitches.

The Madhes-based parties 
have already announced a boy-
cott of the local polls.

The Morcha felt betrayed by 
the current establishment after 
Prachanda proposed to amend 
the Constitution only after the 
local polls, citing the shortcom-
ing of required two-third votes, 
according to the agitators. 

Pathankot, March 15 
(IANS) A massive search 
operation continued in 
and around the Pathankot 
airbase for the second day 
on Wednesday following 
intelligence inputs about 
suspected anti-national el-
ements in the area, police 
said.

Security agencies, includ-
ing the Punjab Police, In-
dian Air Force Garuda com-
mandos, Army personnel, 
Himachal Pradesh Police 
and para-military forces, 
had launched the search 
operation around the air-
base on Tuesday.

The IAF also carried out 
air surveillance over the 
area to assist the ground 
troops. The area near the 
frontier airbase was sealed 

during the search opera-
tion.

Shops and some other 
establishments near the 
Pathankot airbase, 250 km 
from here, remained shut.

Pathankot district police 
chief Nilambari Vijayjagda-
le said the search operation 
was continuing but nothing 
suspicious had been found 
so far.

The Pathankot airbase 
was attacked by suspected 
Pakistani terrorists on Janu-
ary 2 last year.

The airbase is a frontier 
facility of the IAF with fight-
er and transport squardons 
based here.

Pakistani terrorists had 
targetted Dinanagar town 
in neighbouring Gurdaspur 
district in July 2015.

Madhesi Morcha 
withdraws support 

to Nepal government

Search operation near 
Pathankot airbase 

continues for second day



One of the most basic element in planning is the road that 

connects two distant places and improves human activity and 

movements and with this facility, improves income, not only of 

the workers but, also the income earned in such projects and 

does help in improving the lowest skilled labor in any country. 

When you connect two places by road, rail or any other way, it 

does improve human activity and opens up tremendous scope 

for earning and that too at a higher scale. When two places of 

earning are joined, the level of income goes up and many sub-

sidiary business channels engage the people in it, who have 

been unemployed. Thus, it is a great stimulant for basic eco-

nomic activity, which keeps widening and providing more and 

more employment. The money involved in these projects keeps 

multiplying and helps in improving the income of people. This 

is just an economic activity at one level. It is natural with such 

economic activity, that it keeps widening into other categories 

of activities in the region. First, the transaction may be start-

ed with load baring animals, then the cart will join to widen 

the circle and people will get used to new things brought from 

other places. Thus, it is a non-ending economic activity. We are 

sincere about our project and the need of opening economic 

activity for human needs. It keeps widening and a new type of 

business always drives new people to join it and benefit larger 

numbers of people. In the early stage, all activities are con-

fined to manual labor and ordinary tools, but it is carried to 

more complicated machineries and higher earning activity and 

mechanization stimulates many times more than one could 

possibly imagine. As the mechanical industries keep improv-

ing and widening, it is but natural that human beings income 

keeps improving and it has wonderful influence on other areas 

of activities.   India is a vast country and has all kinds of climate 

in the country. Thus, workers who have already been intro-

duced to mechanism can repeat this habit and earn more and 

keep improving the method employed. This is the beginning of 

widening and intensifying the economy, improving income and 

education can be added in improving the skill of the people 

and spreading the network wider and wider. India has already 

been introduced to the basic needs of road building activity. 

It’s simple finance, which can be secured out of the savings 

of the people engaged in this activity. If the government does 

not invest for better earning, the population is likely to fall into 

bad habits and spend time in non-productive activity, thus the 

stagnant face phase starts. We have large numbers of people 

working in Arab countries. Their earnings are far better than 

that of other Indians. Corruption and many other factors have 

damaged even these basic activities.   Many projects under-

taken were stopped for lack of funds. Most of our labor, migrat-

ed to other countries to do work of this nature but, when the 

work stops due to war or some other unexpected incidents, 

they return to their home countries and keep themselves idle. 

Therefore, it is high time that Indian entrepreneurs learn the 

art of road construction and bridge designing and the govern-

ment invests heavily in much needed infrastructure, so that 

the labor who kept themselves idle can be employed better. 

This is the first stage of development India cannot ignore. India 

has passed this stage long ago but, you must admit that the 

development of this earlier era was important but, it could not 

be carried out systematically. Inspite of this fact, the process of 

development has continued. If the gaps are filled carefully and 

the activities carried further, it can provide a strong base which 

could be refined and improved.             
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Gaps found in the 
development process 

must be properly bridged 

Indian Horizon
Mohit Dubey 
On Tuesday, as Congress Vice Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi described the 
poll outcome in Uttar Pradesh as 
"a little down", he yet again seemed 
completely unaware of the reality 
on the ground, where the Grand Old 
Party finds itself in an existential cri-
sis. Forget the days of its supremacy 
in the state, where it ruled for over 
three decades, even winning 300-
plus seats, like the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) of today. The Congress 
now finds itself in a situation where 
there are not even supporters to 
hold its flag in most parts of the 
state. Having yielded space to alli-
ance partner Samajwadi Party (SP) 
in 298 of the 403 seats and settling 
for a paltry 105, "any recovery for 
the Congress is not just a tall order, 
but an almost impossible task", feel 
party workers.

The last time the party did well in 
the state was in 1985, when it won 
269 seats. Since then, the march 
to the bottom has been relentless. 
Between 1985 and 1989, the party 
nosedived to 94 seats. It slipped 
again in 1991, with just 46 seats, and 
further to 28 seats in 1993. In 1996, 
it bagged 33 seats, won 25 in 2002 
and 22 in 2007, when the Bahujan 
Samaj Party (BSP) led by Mayawati 
romped home with 204 seats. De-
spite its best efforts, the Congress 

failed to emerge out of the shadows 
of the regional parties like the SP 
and BSP and its tally only margin-
ally increased to 28 when the BSP 
was voted out and Akhilesh Yadav 
embraced by the electorate in 2012.  
And now it has just seven seats. 
Party leaders at the Uttar Pradesh 
Congress Committee (UPCC) blame 
the central and well as the state 
leadership for the steady decline of 
the party's fortunes. A diehard sup-
porter, who has worked hard for the 
Congress, told IANS that there was 
no "seriousness" in its approach for 
India's most populous and politi-
cally crucial state.

"This time, some serious work 
was done when Rahul started the 
Kisan Yatra from Deoria to Delhi 
and interspersed it with the Khaat 
Sabhas; but it all went phutt when 
some wise minds suggested joining 
forces with the SP," he rued, while 
pointing out how the dismal results 
had shred the strategy to pieces. A 
Muslim party leader is equally cut 
up. "When elections are managed 
not by leaders but by hired, so-
called strategists and profession-
als, the results are a foregone con-
clusion," he said, directly blaming 
"master strategist" Prashant Kishor 
for the disastrous show. Kishor, 
who masterminded Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's successful 2014 

Lok Sabha campaign and helped 
Nitish Kumar make a stunning re-
turn as Chief Minister of Bihar, was 
roped in by the Congress to revive 
its fortunes in Uttar Pradesh. "The 
party in Uttar Pradesh cannot be 
remote-controlled by people sitting 
in Delhi. The need of the hour is to 
cultivate sincere, local leadership 
in Lucknow," said another ageing 
leader, who served as a minister in 
a Congress government.  Worried 
state leaders now say that Tuesday's 
appraisal by the 46-year-old Gandhi 
scion, making light of the drubbing 
handed out by the BJP, was at odds 
with ground realities.

"He still seems to be living in a 
make-belief world that we will rise 
from the ashes without a sound 
strategy and serious introspection. 
Sadly, it is not going to be that easy," 
said a restless office bearer of the 
Congress, who has been managing 
its office at Mall Avenue. Party lead-
ers also concede that piggybacking 
on SP, especially Chief Minister 
Akhilesh Yadav, proved too costly. 
The initial flutter -- the 'UP ko ye 
saath pasand hai' credo wherein 
two young leaders, Rahul and Akh-
ilesh, were projected as the future of 
the state -- died down in the face of 
an aggressive campaign by 66-year-
old Modi. "There was strong anti-
incumbency against the ruling 

SP and its Chief Minister had also 
failed to manage his own party well 
enough to give our alliance a head 
start," averred a senior UPCC leader 
not wishing to be named. He added 
that the internal family and party 
bickerings in the SP also had a nega-
tive effect on the prospects of the 
alliance. Congress workers in Uttar 
Pradesh are in favour of the party 
doing some introspection and a ma-
jor rejig of the organisation, as also 
distancing itself from the regional 
parties.  Akhilesh Yadav has said 
that his alliance with the Congress, 
despite the rout, was very much on. 

There has been no word from the 
Congress leadership so far. Party 
workers are waiting to see how and 
when the much-awaited introspec-
tion will start.        IANS

Rahul's 'little down' an existential crisis for Congress in UP

The new Congress govern-
ment of Captain Amarinder Singh 
in Punjab, which takes oath on 
March 16, faces multiple challeng-
es, with slow economic growth, 
high youth unemployment, drug 
addiction and large dropouts be-
fore secondary schools. In 2014-
15, Punjab had a per capita income 
of Rs 96,638, which is likely to in-
crease five per cent to Rs 101,498 
in 2015-16, according to advance 
estimates, but this rise does not re-
flect a host of economic and social 
problems.  As the new Congress 
government takes charge, here is a 
look at some of the major issues in 
Punjab, India's 11th richest state, 
and the solutions laid out by the 
party in its election manifesto.

Slow agricultural growth
The rate of agriculture growth in 

the state declined over nine years, 
from 0.95 per cent in 2005-06 to 
-3.4 per cent in 2014-15, accord-
ing to Punjab government data, 
affecting 6.3 million people of 
the working population engaged 
in agriculture, according to the 
2011 Census. Although Punjab is 
likely to have recorded a higher 
agricultural growth rate in 2015-
16 than the national agricultural 
growth rate, average farm sizes 
have fallen from 3.9 hectares to 
3.7 hectares over five years from 
2005-06 to 2010-11, according to 
2010-11 Agricultural Census data. 
Many youth are no longer inter-
ested in farming. Lack of research 
and development and the inability 
to exploit irrigation facilities and 
boost yields are issues that lead to 

agriculture to grow slower than it 
could, according to the Economic 
Survey 2015-16 of Punjab. What 
the manifesto said: For higher 
agricultural growth, the Congress 
manifesto said it would continue 
to provide free power to farmers, 
improve agricultural product mar-
kets, support the development 
of new high-yielding varieties of 
seeds, improve the canal irriga-
tion system, incentivise farmers 
to invest in crop diversification, 
promote food processing indus-
tries, set up modern warehouses 
for produce, cold storage and bet-
ter transport infrastructure for 
agricultural produce. The mani-
festo also proposes several other 
programmes, including a direct 
transfer of agricultural subsidies 
to reduce leakage, and increasing 
compensation for crop failure to 
Rs 20,000 per acre.

High youth unemployment
In Punjab, the unemployment 

rate among youth -- the propor-
tion of the labour force between 18 
and 29 years that is unemployed 
-- is 16.6 per cent while the Indian 
average is 10.2 per cent. Punjab 
also has India's eighth-highest 
rural youth unemployment rate. 
Increasing mechanisation of ag-
riculture and the lack of required 
skills to work in IT firms have left 
Punjab's rural educated youth in 
a limbo. As many as 18,770 fac-
tories closed between 2007 and 
2014, when the Akali Dal was in 
power: 8,053 factories closed in 
Amritsar, and no new industries 
were started in Tarn Taran, Moga, 

Rupar and Mansa districts. In-
creasing subsidies -- and hence a 
shortage of money for government 
investment -- has been cited as a 
key reason for Punjab's declining 
growth rate.

Populist policies, such as free 
electricity to farmers, could also 
be responsible for slowdowns. 
Inflated land prices due to restric-
tive laws, neglect of higher educa-
tion due to emphasis on agricul-
ture, investment rates below the 
national average since the 1990s 
and corruption are other reasons 
for slow industrial growth in Pun-
jab. What the manifesto said: The 
manifesto said the government 
will provide "Ghar Ghar Rozgaar", 
a job in every household. For this, 
it proposes to revive small and 
medium scale industrial clusters 
such as hosiery, textiles, sports 
goods, electronics, wood work, 
electrical, hand-tools, light ma-
chinery parts, while aggressively 
pursuing global and domestic in-
vestors to set up units in Punjab. 
The manifesto said the govern-
ment would select companies 
based on the employment oppor-
tunities for the youth of Punjab. It 
also promises an unemployment 
allowance of Rs 2,500 per month 
to all unemployed, until these 
jobs can be created. To attract 
industry, the manifesto promises 
electricity at Rs 5 per unit, subsi-
dised water and a sewerage facili-
ty. It also suggests a revamp of the 
excise, taxation policy, and ad-
ministration to check corruption. 

Deep and spiralling drug prob-

lem
There are nearly 230,000 opioid 

dependent and 860,000 opioid 
users in Punjab, according to the 
2015 Punjab Opioid Dependence 
Survey. While 80 per cent of ad-
dicts tried to quit, no more than 
35 per cent received professional 
help. Opioid dependents spent Rs 
1,400 per day on drugs or an esti-
mated Rs 7,575 crore state-wide 
every year, and drug use is linked 
with poverty, unemployment and 
illiteracy. What the manifesto said: 
The Congress manifesto suggests 
a "Zero tolerance policy". 

It proposes "permanent cure, 
perfect rehabilitation" through a 
new legislation for the speedy trial 
of those who engage in the drug 
trade, and confiscation of their 
property, along with a policy of 
rehabilitation for those who "have 
been wrecked by this evil". Any-
one who registers themselves at 
a district de-addiction centre will 
be treated free of cost, and receive 
training so that they can earn their 
livelihood. It also proposes to in-
crease economic productivity with 
higher investment to create large-
scale employment for youngsters. 

Finally, it proposes an overhaul 
of the education policy so that the 
youth can benefit from India's 
growing economy. Neglect of pri-
mary education, drop-out prob-
lem  Female literacy rate increased 
11 percentage points from 70.7 
per cent in 2011 to 81.4 per cent 
in 2015-16, according to data from 
the National Family Health Sur-
vey, 2015-16.      IANS

It is easy to remember Hong 
Kong for its enormous variety of 
food and leisure, and the way these 
can be relished in quick time. But 
for me, Hong Kong is also about 
neatness, planning, seamless 
transport and the no-fuss attitude 
of its street vendors who make 
budget shopping a memorable 
experience. Hong Kong delighted 
me in several ways. The manner 
in which people of the city have 
overcome challenges posed by 
nature, created opportunities for 
themselves and made the city one 
of the top business hubs of the 
world seemed worth emulating. 
Hong Kong, which became a spe-
cial administrative region (SAR) 
of China in 1997 after 150 years 
of British administration, has few 
natural resources. Given that it's 
tiny (its land area is only 1,073 sq 
km), most commercial and resi-
dential buildings shoot skyward. 
Hong Kong has the most skyscrap-

ers in the world for any city. The 
city's small area has its own advan-
tages for a tourist. For instance, the 
city's historic tram, it's mass transit 
railway (MTR) system, colourful 
taxis, double-decker buses and the 
famous star ferry can all be expe-
rienced one after the other within 
a few hours while hopping from 
one place to the other. Hong Kong 
has shops to cater to every pocket 
and taste and there is enough for 
a budget tourist to explore. I, too, 
searched for options that were not 
hard on the pocket.

The Ladies' Market near Mong 
Kok MTR station had vendors selling 
an array of products including bags, 
purses, shoes, track suits, T-shirts 
and accessories. A large number of 
products were for ladies and they 
were also the ones managing most of 
the stalls. I bargained to bring down 
prices, but it was not always easy. A 
survey of the market helped iden-
tify vendors who seemed inclined to 

bring down prices. Trials were not 
allowed on garments and one had to 
go by one's estimation. Several ven-
dors seemed to have difficulty with 
English but, nevertheless, managed 
to communicate in a business-like 
manner. The evening market near 
Sham Shui Po MTR station was also 
quite an experience and I found a 
few people from India and Pakistan 
surreptitiously selling their wares, 
mostly garments and shoes, on the 
pavement. They told me that they 
did not have valid documents to 
engage in jobs or businesses and 
were planning to return home in 
due course. The present tensions 
between India and Pakistan did not 
matter to them as they stayed and 
dined together. They kept track of 
domestic developments in their 
countries through WhatsApp mes-
sages and the Internet. The market 
had an array of products including 
watches, clocks, toys, phones, ac-
cessories and electronic goods. But 

one had to be careful about prices. 
A wireless microphone Hifi speak-
er, being sold by a street vendor at 
HK$150 (Rs 1,260), was priced at a 
nearby shop for HK$280. I also re-
alised the enormous spread of Chi-
na-made goods and the variation 
in their prices at different places. 
An alarm clock I had seen in a gift 
shop in east Delhi for Rs 500 was 
available at a local shop in the mar-
ket for HK$35 (Rs 315) and I could 
purchase it for HK$32 (Rs 288) after 
a little bargaining. Quite a steal! But 
while Sham Shui Po is a working 
class neighbourhood, I also spotted 
a street market in upmarket Wan 
Chai. Here, the quality of products 
was better though a little higher 
priced. There were also no-frills 
shops along some the main roads 
in Wan Chai which offered good 
quality garments, purses and bags 
at very decent prices. Hong Kong of-
fers a rich variety of cuisine and has 
thousands.     IANS

Budget shopping a rewarding, 
memorable experience in HK 
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The moment of 
reckoning

BY KC SINGH

THE state elections underway in India (Pun-
jab and Goa ones already held on February 
4) are staged against a global rise of popu-

list-nationalist leaders feeding off the insecurities 
of the electorate, negating the post-World War II 
vision of growth and liberalism. Pankaj Mishra in 
Age of Anger concludes that “Xi Jinping, Modi, Pu-
tin and Erdogan retrofit old-style nationalism for 
their growing populations of uprooted citizens, 
who, like the Germans and Italians of the 19th cen-
tury, have unfocussed and often self-contradictory 
yearnings for belonging, identity and community, 
as well as for individual autonomy, material afflu-
ence and national power.” Promising security in 
an insecure world, they adopt hybrid narratives, 
like Mao plus Confucius, holy cow plus smart cit-
ies and Putinism plus Orthodox Christianity.  

While UP, the largest state, will decide if Modi’s 
violent jolt via demonetisation, a crude wooing 
of the lower middle and working classes by the 
spectacle of flogging the rich, works or not, for 
Punjab, the dilemma is more complex. The Akali 
Dal reaped the benefits of creating a Sikh majority 
state by an alliance with the Sikh clergy. However, 
the model slowly altered to the clergy becoming 
subservient to the political and economic interests 
of the Badals. In fact, Dera Sacha Sauda, resented 
by the Sikh clergy for contesting their influence 
over some segments of the faithful, extending last 
minute-support to the Akali Dal-BJP coalition was 
either an Akali confession of collapsing public 
support or a cynical ignoring of Sikh sentiments. 

Consensus seems to be that the race is between 
the Congress and the AAP, with the satta market 
favouring the latter. If the Akali Dal collapses to 
low 10s and some Independents win, the remain-
ing 100 seats are for contestation between the AAP 
and the Congress, both claiming 60 plus. Chances 
of a hung House would defy the global trend to-
wards voters seeking change and electing populist 
figures. By that logic, Kejriwal may have breached 
the Sikh bastion and Punjab may be rising above 
sectarian politics to politics of secular populism. 
And yet, Capt Amarinder Singh may not let the 
ramparts be breached by an “outside” force if Pun-
jab seeks change, but not a revolution.

Three days after the state election results on 
March 11, the Netherlands goes to the polls, test-
ing European populism prior to elections in France 
and Germany. Leading the race is Geert Wilders of 
the anti-Muslim Freedom Party (PVV). Surprising-
ly, even the PM and leader of Liberals, Mark Rutte, 
wrote a scathingly sectarian letter to the voters, 
fearing outflanking by Wilders. France’s Marine Le 
Pen is watching the outcome as the Netherlands is 
often a bellwether for Northern Europe. 

Meanwhile, US President Donald Trump, a 
model for European clones, has had two setbacks 
when barely in office. Firstly, his draconian execu-
tive order on immigration and visa ban on refu-
gees and visitors from seven Islamic countries was 
stayed by a federal district court, which an appel-
late court upheld. An appeal to the Supreme Court 
probably would not work till the vacancy of the 
ninth judge is filled; the court being ideologically 
divided 4-4. Secondly, his appointee as National 
Security Adviser Michael Flynn has been forced to 
resign over unauthorised contact with the Russian 
ambassador before assuming office.  

In India, a similarly populist PM, Narendra Modi, 
has no such institutional shackles yet. The miasma 
of secrecy around demonetisation and flip-flops by 
the RBI cast doubts over the sanctity of the process 
and consultations, if any, with institutional stake-
holders. The RBI’s refusal to reveal the amount of 
currency returned can only mean most of it is back, 
implying little black money was trapped — the rai-
son d’etre for the disruptive exercise. Unlike in the 
US, the Indian Supreme Court refused to intervene 
despite grave public harassment and persisting 
misstatements, including by the Finance Minister 
in Parliament, about ATMs being loaded with cash, 
as well as numerous deaths in queues. 

The current state elections can redefine Indian 
politics. A win for the AAP in Punjab launches 
Kejriwal as a genuine all-India political figure. A 
loss can stymie his growth. Similarly, success for 
the SP-Congress alliance raises Akhilesh Yadav’s 
stature as the prime player in the 2019 parliamen-
tary elections. It also would allow Rahul Gandhi 
some boasting rights. A loss for the BJP in UP will 
be a setback to Modi’s style of functioning and the 
choice of aides, besides casting serious doubts 
about his unchallenged re-election in 2019.

Sadly, none of the three main contestants in Pun-
jab have presented a serious plan for Punjab’s reju-
venation. Take the drug problem. The issue is not 
merely a law and order one, though that aspect is 
important too. The other side of the coin is farmers’ 
suicides and rural distress. Punjab has to re-imagine 
its rural agrarian-economic architecture to wean its 
farmers away from the wheat-rice cycle to a value 
added and sustainable small landholding model. 
All parties promised jobs to youth without explain-
ing where they will come from in an already finan-
cially stressed state, with poor connectivity to ports. 
In fact, globally, manufacturing jobs are disappear-
ing due to automation, off-shoring to lesser wage 
economies and technological efficiencies.  New jobs 
require fresh training and skills, connecting learning 
to earning. Punjab has to overhaul its school and ed-
ucation system. The world is moving towards a life-
time of training and re-education. Deputy CM Sukh-
bir Badal wants to send farmers abroad,  unmindful 
of complications of land ownership, visa hassles and 
cultural problems for emigrants. 
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Elections in both India and Europe will 
redefine politics and the electorate

Have US-Europe relations changed forever?
The continent stands alone in defence of democratic 
values, beset by the first American president to openly 
oppose unity among its constituents

BY ERIC LE BOUCHER

The 2008 financial crisis had forced 
the European Union (EU) and the 
Eurozone to fire back with a new ar-

tillery of budgetary and banking mecha-
nisms. “Economic Europe” thus moved 
further towards integration. The current 
geopolitical situation will lead it to do the 
same, in the face of a new emergency, 
regarding defence policy. United States 
President Donald Trump’s statements 
against Nato have convinced Europeans 
of the need to take action on their own 
when it comes to security and financial 
policy. And since things are moving very 
quickly these days, these actions will be 
put to the test right away.

The recent spike in violence in 
Ukraine, around the city of Avdiivka, lo-
cated just north of Donetsk, on the front 
line in the eastern part of the country, is 
the first test laid down by Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin for Trump’s policy 
of isolationism. Nato military officials 
are issuing calls for a response. What will 
the new American president do against 
the Kremlin’s first provocation? And 
what will Europeans say in the face of 
this new battle over territory?

The minimum 2 per cent of gross do-
mestic product spent on defence required 
by Nato has quickly become a sort of “re-
verse Maastricht”. All European countries 
will have to fulfil this requirement very 
quickly, starting with Germany. But many 
more decisions in favour of “integration” 
will be needed. Everything will have to 
be put on the table, including the condi-
tions for the French atomic bomb — the 

only one on the continent — to become 
the EU’s atomic bomb. Still, this military 
advance won’t suffice, given the new in-
ternational context. Before the February 
3 informal EU summit in Malta, another 
Donald, Donald Tusk, President of the 
European Council, sent a letter to Euro-
pean heads of state and governments in 
which he placed Trump’s America on the 
same level as “China, Russia or radical 
Islam”. Tusk wrote, “For the first time in 
our history, in an increasingly multipolar 
external world, so many are becoming 
openly anti-European.”

This Donald is right. Never in the last 
70 years has the US been opposed to con-
struction of a more united Europe. There 
have been trade disputes, diplomatic dif-
ferences, personal discords, but never 
a hostility in principle. On the contrary, 
Washington always found that a strong 
Europe was in its own interest: First, as 
an ally against the USSR; then, after the 
fall of the Berlin Wall, through a natu-
ral alliance between two partners who 
shared the same democratic values, the 
defence of free trade and the same vision 
of the world. Trump is the first American 
President to be openly against a united 
Europe. It’s a historical change. Why 
has he adopted this stance? His haphaz-
ard nature makes this question hard to 
answer. But there is little doubt that he 

detests this complicated supranational 
construction, this multilateral system in 
which small countries have their say just 
as big countries do. No doubt it is also 
because he sees Europe as a competitor. 
Trump is the first president not to reason 
like a head of state, but like the head of a 
company. In his “America First”, all other 
countries are competitors that need to be 
defeated, starting with the two biggest, 
China and Europe.

It didn’t take him long to start attack-
ing Europe. Trump declared Nato, the 
pillar of Atlantic defence, “obsolete”. He 
denounced the nuclear deal with Iran, 
forged with the Europeans. He denounced 
the Paris climate change accords. By de-
cree, he has also effectively put an end to 
the negotiations for a Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment Partnership (TTIP). He 
praised the Brexit victory and received 
British Prime Minister Theresa May to 
encourage the EU’s dismantling.

Finally, though this list will surely grow 
longer in the weeks and months ahead, 
he criticised Germany, which he holds, 
in his simplistic conception, to be the 
sole leader in Europe: Chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s Germany, which welcomes refu-
gees when he bans them, which manipu-
lates the euro for the currency to be weak 
and to sell BMWs to America in place of 
Chevrolets — which is part of the reason 

why America’s third-largest trade deficit, 
behind that with China and Mexico, is 
with Europe. Targeting Germany is not 
necessarily a fool’s game. The new White 
House trade chief Peter Navarro de-
nounced the euro as an implicit Deutsche 
Mark that favours German exports not 
only to America, but also to other Europe-
an countries. The argument of an egoistic 
Germany has an audience on the other 
side of the Atlantic too. Trump is denting 
the continent’s unity.

Europe no longer has friends. It stands 
against empires, “nationalist” powers 
that are of a nature opposed to its own. 
The fight’s scope is new because this fight 
is existential: What will survive the 21st 
century? Yesterday’s multilateral Europe 
should quickly equip itself to become a 
European power, with a set of tools that 
go beyond just defence. Is that realistic? 
The timing is unfavourable, with elec-
tions later this year in the Netherlands, 
France and Germany, likely to prevent 
any major initiative.

More importantly, the debate over a 
united Europe revolves, as we’ve seen 
during the British referendum, around 
small arguments. Unfortunately, if it 
continues, this will eventually lead us to-
wards European disintegration. Exterior 
enemies are joined by the masses of inte-
rior opponents, who lament all the effort 
that a “bad Europe” requires, from high 
taxes to too many regulations on cheese. 
Trump, Chinese President Xi Jinping and 
Putin must be laughing as they watch a 
continent exiting history.

COURTESY : AL-JAZEERA

UAE puts its optimism on show

BY BY FRANCIS MATTHEW

The UAE is working hard to build a 
society that is both resilient and en-
gaged, to which end the government 

has a sweeping series of programmes that 
are designed to encourage the positive 
spirit of the UAE and also emphasise how 
important it is that its citizens take an ac-
tive part in their society and engage.

The government’s reason to promote 
this is in order to generate a society that 
will both last and is able to meet the chal-
lenges of the next century. The point is 
that oil wealth — followed by the intro-
duction of education for all, and then 
economic diversification — is not an au-
tomatic route to social or economic suc-
cess for the UAE.

The missing ingredient from that list 
is a moral and ethical understanding of 
what such a society demands of its mem-
bers, which may have been clear when 
the UAE was a much smaller place, but 
needs to be updated for the larger soci-
ety of today and tomorrow. This is why 
the government has just introduced an 
Emirati moral and ethics component in 
school curriculum. With such an under-
standing, society operates better and is at 
more ease with itself, which also allows 

the government’s larger vision and its 
implementation to follow through more 
effectively.

The UAE is doing this social building 
for its own imperatives, but it is also fully 
aware that such thinking offers the most 
effective challenge to the horrors of reli-
gious extremism. While working for its 
own good and focusing on the UAE’s own 
values of tolerance and open minds, the 
UAE knows that it is doing great damage 
to Daesh (the self-proclaimed Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant) — a group 
that is trying to subvert the region and 
drag it into chaos and anarchy for its own 
malevolent purposes.

Some of this thinking was on show at 
this week’s World Government Summit 
when the leadership of the UAE outlined 
their hopes and aspirations, and how 
they might be achieved. The underlying 
optimism of the government and country 
was put forward by His Highness Shaikh 
Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the 
UAE and Ruler of Dubai, during a wide-
ranging question-and-answer session, 
when he said: “Our region is the cradle of 
human civilisation. I have great hope and 
I am optimistic because we are all human 

beings, and we shape the economy and 
civilisation.”
Rapid change

He emphasised the importance of 
governments working to stay ahead of 
the impact of rapid change, long before 
the revolutions of 2011 emerged out of 
people’s frustration with terrible effect. 
“Twelve years ago, I had warned the Arab 
leaders that we all have to change. Some 
responded with frustration at this mes-
sage and said that no-one can foretell the 
future. Others were surrounded by offi-
cials who told them that everything was 
all right. But we have a weak economy 
and we have millions of young people 
who have lost hope. We have an urgent 
need for a joint effort to re-ignite our ci-
vilisation.”

Shaikh Mohammad took a very prac-
tical line on how to make this happen. 
“We need a vision, but a vision is not 
enough. We need planning so that the 
vision can be implemented. We can see 
what the future might hold so it is pos-
sible to prepare,” and he was clear that 
the Arab world has the ingredient to re-
build its success.

“We have a well-educated popula-
tion, finance, natural resources and 
the will to act. But what we miss in 
the region is effective management in 
the many fields that are required, like 
government and the economy, human 

resources and infrastructure. He re-
peated the vital importance of educa-
tion to all these plans and pointed out 
that when the country was formed 45 
years ago, there were only 40 graduates 
in the whole population. Things have 
moved on so far that “now we have 
more than 70 universities and our mis-
sion to Mars is being run by Emiratis in 
their 20s”, Shaikh Mohammad said.

In a later session, Shaikh Saif Bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior, backed up the mes-
sage of ethical engagement by saying that 
“the National Service Programme has 
reached every household in the UAE and 
being engaged in it is not just about wear-
ing a uniform. It also includes awareness 
of ethics, and we have combined all this 
into one Emirati programme of ethical 
education”.

He gave an example of these ethics at 
work when he said that the UAE had been 
sorely tested in Kandahar when a bomb 
killed a number of UAE aid workers. “The 
UAE went to Afghanistan to build an or-
phanage and ... we will continue. Our aid 
will always be delivered to the farthest 
corners of the world,” Shaikh Saif said.

The World Government Summit was 
an important opportunity to exchange 
examples of best practices in governance 
and policy management and a chance to 
review how to react to major threats such 
as climate change, but it was also a won-
derful chance for the UAE to display how 
far it has come in a very short time.
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‘Vision is not enough. We also need management skills 
to implement our plans,’ Mohammad says

Go beyond terror tag for Pak
For India, it is important to go beyond investing all energies in declaring Pakistan a "terror 
state" or giving any such encomium. It is unrelenting diplomatic and military pressure as 
well as the economic squeezing of Pakistani interests in a hypersensitive-on-terror world 

that will help India to shift gears and get tangible results.
LT GEN (RETD) BHOPINDER SINGH

RAJYA Sabha MP Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar's appeal to Members of 
Parliament to declare Pakistan a 

"terrorist state" and snap all  economic, 
trade and cultural ties is well meant, 
though insufficient in changing the es-
sential ground realities. The evidence to 
nail Pakistan's complicity in terror is in-
controvertible and universally acknowl-
edged, with the hard data since 1998 
showing14,741 civilian and 6,274 security 
personnel killed in terror attacks, which 
can be directly linked to the progenitors 
in Pakistan. 

However, labelling a country unilater-
ally or even multilaterally does not lead 
to tangible course-correction. It only 
appeals to the constituents and cadres, 
internally. Declarations by forums like 
the UN, for anointing nations, entities 
or individuals as "terrorists" or "terror 
sponsors" is becoming irrelevant. This 
is due to the sophistry of the procedures 
involved in the designation and the sub-
sequent inability to enforce tangible re-
strictions and punitive actions. The UN 
declaration of Hafiz Muhammad Saeed 
on December 10, 2008, (resolution 1822), 
as being associated with Lashkar-e-Toiba 
and Al-Qaida and for "participating in the 
financing, planning, facilitating, prepar-

ing or perpetrating of acts of activities 
by, in conjunction with, under the name 
of, on behalf or in support of" both enti-
ties, mattered little to the Pakistani state. 
Pakistan allowed a free reign to the fugi-
tive with civil impunity, as the Pakistanis 
maintained that India ostensibly lacked, 
"evidence nor any real proof behind their 
allegations". That the UN  declared him 
a terrorist and that the US had placed a 
$10-million bounty on his head, besides 
the ban was simultaneously enforced on 
Hafiz Saeed's organisation by other coun-
tries like UK, Russia, Australia, EU etc. 
was of no consequence to the Pakistani 
establishment and narrative. 

Similarly, the contradictory optics of 
Pakistan's "all-weather friend" China 
vetoing the designation of the Jaish-e-
Mohammad Chief, Masood Azhar as a 
"Global Terrorist" at the UN — is to be 
contrasted with the shocking delisting 
and lifting of sanctions against another 
virulently anti-India terrorist, Gulbud-
din Hekmatyar, known as the "Butcher 
of Kabul". The leader of the Hezb-e-
Islami faction, he is infamous for his 
single-handed plunder and massacre in 
Afghanistan. The recent pardon inked by 
the Afghan government led to the lifting 
of UN sanctions and the political reha-
bilitation of the warlord, who remains 

unrepentant, even after his established 
scale of brutality.  In the case of Masood 
Azhar, unlike earlier when the proposal 
was initiated by India, the latest pro-
posal to seek his branding as a terrorist 
was initiated by the US, UK and France. 
Yet, China thought it prudent to put the 
same on “technical hold”, even though 
Jaish-e-Mohammad is already an UN-
designated terrorist organisation. China 
refuses to explain how it distinguishes 
the leader from the organisation. Donald 
Trump's observation of the UN as “just a 
club for people to get together, talk and 
have a good time” reflects the growing 
irrelevance of such platforms.

Even the much-bandied issue of with-
drawing the MFN (Most-Favoured Na-
tion) status accorded to Pakistan in 1996 
(without a reciprocal status from Pakistan, 
citing the plausible “non-tariff barriers” 
made by India), is rooted more in political 
symbolism than punitive implications for 
Pakistan. On the contrary, such a move 
could upset the overtly advantageous 
trade surplus position to India, besides 
complicating WTO-level arrangements. 
So withdrawing MFN, like other forms of 
"naming and shaming" is more internally 
appealing than economically or strategi-
cally hurtful to Pakistan. The genesis of 
the Pakistani establishment’s  brinkman-

ship lies in the genealogical fault lines 
of its two-nation theory. The creation of 
Bangladesh still rankles. The necessity 
of keeping the “K”- bogey alive fuels the 
essential relevance of the trinity of ruling 
institutions in Pakistan — army, politicos 
and the clergy. Lastly, poking India via 
terror through “non-state-actors”, is a 
ploy to deflect attention from Pakistan's 
own internal challenges like Panamagate 
and unrest in Balochistan. 

The only time Pakistan has undertaken 
a tangible course-correction is when the 
applecart of the Pakistani institutional 
structures is threatened with irrelevance, 
and not through any external condemna-
tion.  Pakistan extracts leniency from the 
US which overlooks Pakistan's proven 
duplicity on terror due to the compul-
sions of maintaining supply routes for its 
assets and personnel in Afghanistan. De-
spite outbursts and diplomatic berating, 
the US has desisted from declaring Paki-
stan, a “terror state”.

Even the latest report submitted by 
the dozen odd US think tanks like the 
Brookings Institution, Hudson Institute, 
Georgetown University etc. to the Don-
ald Trump administration suggest desist-
ing from designating Pakistan as a “state 
sponsor” of terror, at least in the first year 
of administration. While it clearly notes 
Pakistani duplicity, it also recognises 
the geostrategic importance of keeping 
Pakistan afloat, given the lack of alterna-
tives. There is a call for more direct finger 
pointing of the terror nurseries, sanctu-
aries and the infrastructure of Pakistan's 
supposed "strategic depth", as a means to 
exert meaningful reaction, while support-
ing the country’s democratic framework.
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Hong Kong goes crazy for ‘hero’ 
policeman

Hong Kong City, March 15 (IANS) A 20-year-old Hong Kong 
policeman has swept to fame online after he talked a suicidal 
Pakistani man out of killing himself - in fluent Urdu.

The man had climbed a 20-metre-high (65ft) crane at a 
construction site, and police were called to the scene.

Ifzal Zaffar, who is of Pakistani descent, duly climbed up 
too and addressed him in their shared language.

The man agreed to come down, and was taken to hospital.
Constable Zaffer, who also speaks fluent Cantonese, said he 

was simply following his training.
“I used the techniques we learned at the academy … I think 

he felt safer knowing that I could talk to him in his own lan-
guage,” he told Apple Daily.

The young man joined the force just under a year ago, and 
is said to be the only officer of Pakistani origin in the district.

He arrived via a Hong Kong police scheme to recruit non-
Chinese officers, called Operation Gemstone.

Damascus suicide bombings kill 
39, say activists

Damascus, March 15 (IANS) At least 39 people were killed 
and 45 injured when a suicide bomber detonated his bomb 
vest inside the old Justice Palace building in Syrian capital 
Damascus on Wednesday, state TV reported.

The bomber was among the people who were waiting for 
checking to enter the building at noon time on Wednesday.

He was in camouflaged uniform, holding a rifle and a hand 
grenade, said the report, adding that once he handed over his 
weapons to the checkpoint police, he was asked for further 
inspection. 

The suicide bomber later entered the main hall of the Jus-
tice Palace, detonating a bomb vest he was wearing, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

The blast happened during rush hour in the courthouse.
The attack comes on the sixth anniversary of the start of the 

uprising against President Bashar al-Assad.
Wednesday’s attack follows twin suicide bombings in the 

capital last week, which killed at least 74 people.

China: Asia-Pacific need not 
choose sides in sovereignty row

Beijing, March 15 (IANS) China’s Prime Minister Li Keqiang 
on Wednesday said countries of the Asia-Pacific should not 
feel compelled to choose between China and the US in the 
region’s sovereignty disputes.

“China does not want to see any party feeling compelled to 
choose sides under the influence of a Cold War mentality,” Li 
said at a press conference.

China believes the sovereignty disputes between countries 
in the region should be resolved individually and through 
talks, he said.

“We hope to see continuing peace and stability in the Asia-
Pacific region,” the Prime Minister said at the close of the an-
nual session of the National People’s Congress, China’s leg-
islature.

Li urged all countries to work together to achieve that ob-
jective and stressed there are ample opportunities in the re-
gion for bilateral cooperation between China and the US, Efe 
news reported.

The Prime Minister also hoped for expanded cooperation 
between the two countries, which could provide more oppor-
tunities to member countries of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations.

Li’s remarks come a week after Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi warned US President Donald Trump’s administra-
tion against interfering in the South China Sea disputes.

During a meeting with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
last month, Trump had reaffirmed his country’s commitment 
to defend Japan, adding that the alliance also includes the 
defence of the Senkaku-Diaoyu Islands, a source of tension 
between Tokyo and Beijing as both consider them to be a part 
of their territory.

Top US Marine General grilled 
over nude photos scandal

Washington, March 15 (IANS) The US Marine Corps’ top 
general has vowed to prosecute those found responsible for 
posting photos of naked female service members on the so-
cial media.

Gen. Robert Neller, the Marine Corps commandant, told 
the women enlisted in the Marines to “trust the leadership to 
correct this problem” and vowed to hold those involved ac-
countable, Fox News reported.

However, he said that investigators are having trouble 
identifying individual users, stopping the spread of spinoff 
websites linking to the images and determining the proper 
recourse under the law to punish those responsible.

Testifying before the Senate Armed Services Committee on 
Tuesday, Neller strongly condemned those who posted the 
photos to private Facebook groups like Marines United and 
other image-sharing message boards without the consent of 
the subjects.

He also addressed the men of the Marines, asking, “What 
is it going to take for you to accept these [female] Marines as 
Marines?”

WORLD SNIPPETS Dutch election: Voters go to the polls 
in key test for populists

Amsterdam, March 15 (IANS) 
Voters are going to the polls in the 
Netherlands in the first of three 
crucial eurozone elections this 
year. The race is dominated by 
Prime Minister Mark Rutte’s cen-
tre-right party and that of Geert 
Wilders, running on an anti-immi-
gration platform.

Mr Rutte has said the election is 
an opportunity for voters to “beat 
the wrong sort of populism”.

Mr Wilders has pledged to take 
the Netherlands out of the EU, 
close all mosques and ban the Ko-
ran. His Freedom Party had been 
leading in opinion polls but they 
have since suggested his support 
may be slipping. France goes to the 
polls next month to elect a new pres-

ident while Germany is due to hold a 
general election in September.

Wednesday’s election also 
comes amid a diplomatic spat be-
tween the Netherlands and Tur-
key. ”Whatever the outcome of the 
elections today, the genie will not 
go back into the bottle and this pa-
triotic revolution - whether today 
or tomorrow - will take place,” Mr 
Wilders declared after casting his 
vote. While a populist surge is still 
possible in the Dutch ballot, a host 
of other parties could also do well, 
leaving Dutch politics fragmented, 
the BBC’s Damian Grammaticas 
reports from The Hague.

As parliamentary seats are allo-
cated in exact proportion to a par-
ty’s vote share and no major party 

wants to be in a coalition with Mr 
Wilders, he has little chance of en-
tering government however well 
he performs, our correspondent 
says. After casting his vote, Mr 
Rutte asked his fellow citizens to 
imagine how the world would re-
act if the Freedom Party came first.

“I think the rest of the world will 
then see that after Brexit, after 
the American elections, again the 
wrong sort of populism has won 
the day,” he said. Earlier, in tele-
vised debates, Mr Rutte and Mr 
Wilders clashed over how to stem 
immigration.

Mr Rutte dismissed Mr Wilders’s 
plan to close borders and mosques 
and to ban the Koran as “fake solu-
tions”.

Thousands of Twitter accounts 
hacked by Erdogan supporters 

London, March 15 
(IANS) Thousands of Twit-
ter accounts, including 
those belonging to Forbes, 
Amnesty International 
and tennis star Boris Beck-
er, were compromised 
on Wednesday, resulting 
in them tweeting propa-
ganda related to Turkeys 
escalating diplomatic con-
flict with Germany and the 
Netherlands.

The hackers posted 
messages with swastikas 
and the hashtags “Na-
ziGermany” and “Nazi-

Netherlands” and said 
these countries should 
learn Turkish.

The text after the 
hashtags reads: “This gives 
you a little #Ottoman-
Slap,” and makes refer-
ence to April 16th -- the 
day Turkey will hold a 
referendum on constitu-
tional changes that would 
consolidate President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
power and potentially al-
low him to remain in of-
fice through 2029.”  The 
tweets also included a link 

to a pro-Erdogan video on 
YouTube. The attackers 
also changed profile pic-
tures and header images 
for some targets, changing 
the main image to a Turk-
ish flag and the profile 
picture to a Turkish-style 
coat of arms, reported the 
Guardian.

Several users noted that 
all hijacked tweets appear 
to have been linked to Twit-
ter Counter, a Netherlands-
based analytics application.  
Twitter Counter was previ-
ously targeted in a Novem-

ber 2016 attack that caused 
some high-profile accounts 
to spread spam. At the time, 
the company said it has 
over 2 million users.

The attack comes amid 
heightened tensions be-
tween Turkey and the 
Netherlands after the 
Dutch government barred 
two Turkish ministers 
from speaking to expatri-
ates in the Netherlands 
ahead of the referendum. 

In response, Erdogan 
accused the Dutch govern-
ment of acting like “Nazi 
remnants” and Turkey 
suspended high-level dip-
lomatic relations with the 
Netherlands on Tuesday. 

‘Trump wrote off $100 million in 
business losses’

No army brigade sent 
to Saudi Arabia, 

says Pakistan
Washington, March 15 

(IANS) US President Donald 
Trump’s tax affairs were back 
in the spotlight after leaked 
2005 returns showed he wrote 
off more than $100 million in 
“business losses” to reduce his 
federal taxes burden.

The President paid $38 mil-
lion in federal income tax on 
reported income of $150 mil-
lion, an effective tax rate of 25 
per cent, according to docu-
ments from Trump’s 2005 tax 
returns disclosed on Rachel 
Maddow’s MSNBC show late 
Tuesday. 

By claiming losses, Trump 
apparently saved millions of 
dollars in taxes that he would 
otherwise have owed, reports 
said. The White House re-
sponded without even wait-
ing for the show to air, issuing 
a statement that seemed to 
confirm the authenticity of the 
forms as it defended Trump 

and assailed MSNBC for publi-
cising them. “You know you are 
desperate for ratings when you 
are willing to violate the law to 
push a story about two pages of 
tax returns from over a decade 
ago,” a White House official 
said in a statement.

“The dishonest media can 
continue to make this part of 
their agenda, while the Presi-
dent will focus on his, which 
includes tax reform that will 
benefit all Americans,” the of-
ficial said. The White House 
described Trump’s business 
losses as a “large-scale depre-
ciation for construction”, but 
did not elaborate, reported the 
New York Times.

In addition to the federal in-
come taxes in 2005, the state-
ment said, he paid “tens of mil-
lions of dollars in other taxes, 
such as sales and excise taxes 
and employment taxes, and 
this illegally published return 

proves just that”. Democrats 
pounced on the report, arguing 
that the White House’s decision 
to release details of Trump’s 
2005 taxes before Maddow’s 
show undercut his past refusal 
to release any such information.

“If they can release some of 
the information, they can re-
lease all of the information,” 
said Zac Petkanas, a senior 
adviser to the Democratic Na-
tional Committee. 

“The only reason not to re-
lease his returns is to hide 
what’s in them, such as finan-
cial connections with Russian 
oligarchs and the Kremlin.”

The tax forms were sent to 
journalist David Cay Johnston, 
who has written a book on 
Trump. Appearing with Mad-
dow on the MSNBC show, 
Johnston said he had received 
the forms “over the transom” 
at his home and did not know 
who had sent them. 

Islamabad, March 15 
(IANS) Pakistan Defence 
Minister Khawaja Asif on 
Wednesday categorically 
rejected reports about de-
ployment of Pakistani army 
personnel in Saudi Arabia to 
assist the kingdom in the on-
going Saudi-Yemen conflict. 
“No military personnel have 
been sent to Saudi Arabia in 
connection with the Saudi 
Arabia-Yemen conflict,” the 
minister was quoted as say-
ing by Dawn news. He was 
speaking in the National 
Assembly in response to a 
point of order raised by Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
member Shafqat Mahmood.

Mahmood was referring to 
some reports and posts on 
social media which suggested 
that a Pakistan Army brigade 
was sent to Saudi Arabia. Asif 
said: “It is our policy not to get 

involved in Saudi Arabia-Ye-
men conflict. If any decision 
had to be taken, it will flow 
through parliament.”

As discussed in this house 
and approved, he stressed: “It 
would be our endeavour that 
our role is not partisan rather we 
would play a conciliatory role.”

Saudi Arabia and its mostly 
Gulf Arab allies intervened in 
Yemen’s civil war in March 
2015 after Houthi rebels de-
posed the administration 
of President Abdrabbuh 
Mansour Hadi, which then 
went into exile in Saudi Ara-
bia. The coalition has since 
launched thousands of air 
attacks on the Houthis and 
their allies in Yemen’s army 
but paused the strikes on Sa-
naa in March after reaching 
an informal agreement with 
the Houthis to cool combat 
on the Yemeni-Saudi border.

New York, March 15 (IANS) A 
two-part Ebola vaccine regimen 
has been found to offer protec-
tion against the deadly disease for 
about a year in an early human 
trial.

The vaccine regimen induced 
an immune response that persist-
ed for approximately one year in 
healthy adult volunteers, accord-
ing to results from the phase-1 
clinical trial published in the 
Journal of the American Medical 
Association. 

The experimental vaccines in-
cluded Ad26.ZEBOV, developed 
by Johnson & Johnson, and MVA-
BN-Filo, developed by Denmark-
based Bavarian Nordic. 

Both of the vaccines in the regi-
men use harmless viral vectors, or 
carriers, to deliver proteins of the 
Ebola virus, which prompt an im-
mune response. 

The trial, conducted by Mat-
thew D. Snape of the University of 
Oxford and colleagues, enrolled 
healthy participants aged 18-50 
years in Britain.

Participants were selected ran-
domly to receive either the two-
vaccine regimen or placebo (salt-
water injections). 

Previously reported initial re-
sults showed the two-vaccine 
regimen is safe, well-tolerated 
and induced immune responses 
in participants eight months after 
immunisation.

Of the 75 participants who re-
ceived the vaccine regimen, 64 re-
mained in the study for a follow-
up visit on day 360. 

No serious vaccine-associated 
adverse events were observed, 
and all 64 participants main-
tained antibodies to Ebola virus 
at day 360. 

Melbourne, March 15 
(IANS) Australian authori-
ties have warned about the 
dangers of using battery-
powered devices on flights 
after a woman’s head-
phones caught fire.

The woman was doz-
ing on a flight from Beijing 
to Melbourne when she 
was woken by the sound 
of an explosion. She tore 
the headphones off to find 
them sparking, catching 
fire and beginning to melt.

The explosion and fire 
left her with a blackened 
face and blisters on her 
hands. The passenger, 
who has not been named, 
told the Australian Trans-
port Safety Bureau (ATSB) 
she was listening to music 

when the explosion oc-
curred. ”I just grabbed 
my face which caused the 
headphones to go around 
my neck. I continued to feel 
burning so I grabbed them 
off and threw them on the 
floor. They were sparking 
and had small amounts of 
fire.”

Members of the flight 
crew rushed to help and 
eventually put out the fire 
by pouring a bucket of wa-
ter on the headphones.

By that time, the battery 
and the plastic cover had 
melted and stuck to the floor. 
“For the remainder of the 
flight, passengers endured the 
smell of melted plastic, burnt 
electronics and burnt hair,” 
the ATSB said in its report. 

The report did not mention 
the brand of headphones, 
but said it believed that a fault 
with lithium-ion batteries was 
the likely cause. The ATSB has 
published a set of guidelines 
for travelling safely with bat-
teries and power packs, warn-
ing that “as the range of prod-
ucts using batteries grows, the 
potential for in-flight issues 
increases”.

There have been a num-
ber of problems with lith-
ium batteries on flights in 
recent years. A plane about 
to take off from Sydney 
last year had to be stopped 
when smoke was coming 
from a piece of hand lug-
gage. It was then found 
that lithium batteries had 
caught fire in the luggage.

Mid-flight slumber cut short by 
exploding headphones

Two-part Ebola vaccine may 
offer protection for a year

Turks ‘detached 
from reality’ - EU’s 

Donald Tusk
Ankara, March 15 (IANS) Turkey is “com-

pletely detached from reality” in calling the 
Dutch fascists, European Council President 
Donald Tusk has said.

His remarks come amid a row between Tur-
key and European nations over campaigning 
for a Turkish referendum.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has 
accused the Dutch government of being “Nazi 
remnants”. He was infuriated when a minister 
was barred from addressing a Rotterdam rally, 
sparking clashes with police.

Mr Erdogan’s rhetoric intensified when he 
accused the Dutch of carrying out the Sre-
brenica massacre in Bosnia in 1995. The kill-
ings of Muslim men and boys were carried out 
by Bosnian Serb forces and the remarks were 
condemned by the Dutch prime minister as a 
“vile falsification”.

Mr Tusk’s remarks to the European Parlia-
ment came on the day the Dutch vote in an 
election in which the party of centre-right 
Prime Minister Mark Rutte and that of anti-
immigrant Geert Wilders are frontrunners.

The Netherlands is “a place of freedom and 
democracy. And for sure Rotterdam,” Mr Tusk 
said.

“The city of Erasmus, brutally destroyed by 
the Nazis, which today has a mayor born in 
Morocco,” he added.

“If anyone sees fascism in Rotterdam, they 
are completely detached from reality.”

Germany and Austria have also acted to 
stop Turkish rallies. The gatherings are aimed 
at garnering support for a “yes” vote in a 16 
April referendum on giving President Erdogan 
greater powers. European Commission chief 
Jean-Claude Juncker said he was “scandal-
ised” by President Erdogan’s remark, which 
he said “drives Turkey further away from the 
European Union”.
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Bengaluru, March 15 (IANS) 
Severe drought and unexpect-
ed note ban by the Centre af-
fected Karnataka’s Gross State 
Domestic Product (GSDP) for 
fiscal 2016-17, Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah told the assem-
bly on Wednesday.

“We are facing an adverse 
situation due to slump in eco-
nomic activities in the wake of 
drought for two years and No-
vember 8 demonetisation,” 
he told the lawmakers here.

Presenting the 2017-18 
Budget, Siddarmaiah said the 
GSDP declined to 6.9 per cent 
in fiscal 2016-17 from 7.3 per 
cent in fiscal 2015-16, as farm 
sector grew 1.5 per cent, in-
dustry 2.2 per cent as against 
4.9 per cent and services 8.5 
per cent as against 10.4 per 
cent a year ago.

“Demonetisation of high-
value notes (Rs 500 and Rs 
1,000) caused huge distress 
to the people but the Union 

government is yet to disclose 
what has been achieved by it. 
The cooperative sector serv-
ing farmers and rural folk 
came to a standstill,” the 
Chief Minister said.

Claiming the note ban be-
trayed lack of preparedness 
as the banking system was 
not geared up to handle it, 
Siddaramaiah said the goals 
posts were changed midway 
and the rules were repeatedly 
modified.

“While the need for demon-
etisation is debatable, I think 
that the Union government 
and the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) could have foreseen the 
exigencies and put in robust 
systems in place to insulate 
the common man from the 
severe hardships,” Siddara-
maiah said.

With the Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) system pro-
posed to be introduced from 
July 1, the Chief Minister re-
frained from making any ma-
jor change in the rate struc-
ture.

Siddaramaiah, who pre-
sented his 12th budget in a 
row as Finance Minister and 
fourth as Chief Minister, 

however, increased by 6 per 
cent Additional Excise Duty 
(AED) on the fifth and 11th 
slabs and 10 per cent and 16 
per cent AED on the remain-
ing 15 slabs. “As a measure of 
rationalisation, Value Added 
Tax (VAT) on liquor, includ-
ing beer, fenny, liqueur and 
wine will be removed with ef-
fect from April 1. The admin-
istrative fee of Rs 2 per litre 
on export and Re 1 per litre 
on spirit, excluding ethanol, 
will be withdrawn,” said the 
Chief Minister. Federation of 
Karnataka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry tax ex-
pert B.T. Monohar clarified 
that consumers who drink 
liquor in bars, restaurants or 
pubs would benefit from the 
VAT withdrawal as it was ap-
plicable when served and not 
when bought from shops and 
distributors. Siddaramaiah, 
who presented his 12th bud-
get in a row as Finance Min-
ister and fourth as Chief Min-
ister, however, increased by 
6 per cent Additional Excise 
Duty (AED) on the fifth and 
11th slabs and 10 per cent 
and 16 per cent AED on the 
remaining 15 slabs.

New York, March 15 (IANS) Market 
expectations of an interest rate hike 
by the US Federal Reserve later on 
Wednesday have heightened sharply 
following strong employment data re-
leased last week.

US Labor Department data on Fri-
day showed that total non-farm payroll 
employment in the country increased 
by 235,000 in February. The unemploy-
ment rate was little changed at 4.7 per 
cent.

Earlier this month, US Federal Re-
serve chairperson Janet Yellen had sig-
nalled that an interest rate hike in this 
month’s monetary policy will likely be 
appropriate, if the economy progresses 
in line with official expectations.

“With the job market strengthening 
and inflation rising toward our target, 
the median assessment of FOMC par-
ticipants as of last December was that 
a cumulative 3/4 percentage point in-
crease in the target range for the feder-
al funds rate would likely be appropri-
ate over the course of this year,” Yellen 
said in a speech at the Executives’ Club 
of Chicago.

She also warned that waiting too 
long to raise interest rates could force 
the American central bank to act quick-

ly in response to economic risks, which 
in turn could risk disrupting financial 
markets and pushing the economy into 
recession.

At its January meeting, the US central 
bank had left the benchmark interest 
rates unchanged, while offering a rela-
tively upbeat picture for the economy. 

“Labour market continued to 
strengthen and... economic activity 
has continued to expand at a moderate 
pace,” a Fed statement said after the 
policy meeting.

It also acknowledged the improved 
consumer and business sentiment fol-
lowing the election of Donald Trump 
as US President.

Last December, the Fed increased its 
key interest rate by 25 basis points in 
the first rate hike in 2016 and just the 
second in a decade. The first was in De-
cember 2015.

According to analysts, a Fed rate 
hike could set off capital outflows 
from emerging market economies 
like India with large external funding 
needs and macro-economic imbal-
ances, thereby increasing their vul-
nerability. 

“While the impact of the rate in-
crease on the US economy will be 

negligible, emerging market econo-
mies with large external funding 
needs and macro-economic imbal-
ances could be vulnerable to capital 
outflows,” Moody’s Investors Service 
has said in a report.

“The most direct impact will be felt 
in those economies that have high 
external financing needs relative to 
their foreign exchange earnings and 
reserves,” the report said. 

The American agency said the spill-
over effect of the rate hike may mani-
fest itself in different ways. 

“For instance, in some cases a pro-
nounced currency depreciation could 
lead to higher inflation, which, along 
with the threat of sustained capital 
outflows, could force central banks to 
raise interest rates,” it said. 

“The Fed’s tightening could have 
negative spillovers for those with 
large external funding needs, high le-
verage, macroeconomic imbalances, 
or uncertainties around politics and 
policies,” it added. 

The Federal Reserve slashed rates 
to zero in 2008 in the wake the fi-
nancial crisis and kept it at that level 
throughout the period of major eco-
nomic slowdown that followed. 

Drought, note ban hit Karnataka’s 
growth: CM

US Fed likely to hike interest 
rate on Wednesday

New Delhi, March 15 
(IANS) Advocating rail con-
nectivity between coun-
tries in South Asia, Railway 
Minister Suresh Prabhu on 
Wednesday said India was 
working on developing con-
nectivity with Kathmandu 
from New Delhi and Kol-
kata on priority basis.

Prabhu said the govern-
ment was also exploring 
possibility of developing 
connectivity between India, 
Myanmar, Bhutan, Bangla-

desh and Afghanistan. 
Speaking on the opening 

day of the two-day meeting 
on “Strengthening Railway 
Transport Connectivity 
in South and South West 
Asia”, Prabhu said bet-
ter rail connectivity would 
boost economy in the re-
gion and would also help in 
poverty alleviation. 

The event, organised by 
United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (ES-

CAP) in coordination with 
the Organisation for Coop-
eration between Railways 
(OSJD) and the Railway 
Ministry, will explore the 
way forward to establish rail 
connectivity from Dhaka to 
Istanbul. 

The minister said inter-
national rail transport pro-
posals of ESCAP assume 
special significance espe-
cially the proposal of an Is-
tanbul to Dhaka rail route, 
also known as the ITI-DKD 

rail corridor. 
“India hosts an important 

segment of this rail route. 
The most important fea-
ture of this proposal is that 
while this main rail cor-
ridor traverses the length 
of Southern Asia, it offers 
multimodal linkages with 
neighbouring sub regions, 
particularly catering to the 
transit requirements of 
landlocked countries of our 
neighbourhood,” Prabhu 
added.

Kolkata, March 15 (IANS) 
Self-drive car rental company 
Zoomcar is aiming to triple its 
fleet this year through its mar-
ketplace model branded as 
ZAP and will steadily decrease 
its own existing cars, a compa-
ny official said on Wednesday.

“Currently, out of the total 
fleet size of 3,000 cars across 
17 cities in India, we have 
around 2,000 company-owned 
cars. We aim to increase the 
cars under marketplace model 
to 80 per cent by the end of De-
cember,” said company’s CEO 
and Co-Founder Greg Moran.

The company hoped to in-
crease its fleet to 10,000 by 
the end of 2017, he said, and 
added that the company will 
expand its presence across 30 

cities.
“It is not advantageous to 

own a car which is more than 
two years old,” Moran said 
while explaining why the com-
pany will hive off its existing 
company-owned cars and 
concentrate more on bringing 
partners on board, which, as 
per the company, will drive its 
future business.

According to him, this move 
will result in its net margin in-
creasing by 30-40 per cent.

“At the city level, we are al-
ready profitable, and this (cal-
endar) year, we will be profit-
able at the company level,” 
he said at the launch of ZAP 
model in the city.

The model asks people to 
buy a new car and enjoy driv-

ing it but at the same time, in-
stead of keeping their car idle 
when not driving, it encourag-
es them to put their car on the 
company’s platform to earn 
from renting and easing their 
EMI payment.

Moran claimed that indi-
vidual car owners who have 
bought their vehicle on equat-
ed monthly instalment (EMI) 
can recover 70 per cent of their 
EMI cost if they are able to 
rent out their car for 20 days a 
month on its platform.

He said the company is ad-
equately funded with total 
&50 million and it had already 
raised funds from Ford Smart 
Mobility LLC, Sequoia Capital, 
Nokia Growth Partners and 
Cyber Carrier.

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) 
India’s exports revived for the 
sixth straight month, as the 
country’s merchandise ship-
ments overseas reported a dou-
ble-digit growth during Febru-
ary, official data showed on 
Wednesday.

According to data released 
by the Ministry of Commerce 

and Industry, the exports grew 
by 17.48 per cent to $24.49 bil-
lion from $20.84 billion worth of 
merchandise shipped out dur-
ing February 2016.  However, 
the country’s imports during the 
month under review increased 
by 21.76 per cent to $33.38 bil-
lion from $27.41 billion worth 
of merchandise which were 

shipped out in during the corre-
sponding month of last year.

Consequently, the trade defi-
cit during February reduced to 
$8.89 billion from $9.84 billion 
reported for the month before. 
On a year-on-year (YoY) basis, 
the trade deficit stood at $6.57 
billion during same month of 
2016.

Zoomcar focuses on marketplace 
model to increase its fleet

India working on developing connectivity with 
Kathmandu: Prabhu

India’s February exports up 17%

RBI should not cut interest rates: Expert

Mumbai, March 15 (IANS) Abu 
Dhabi-based Etihad Airways on 
Wednesday said that as part of its 
continued review of schedules, 
seasonal adjustments are being 
made to the airlines A380 services 
between Abu Dhabi and Mumbai. 
“Effective 1 July until 28 October 
2017, A380 flights EY 203 and 204 
between Abu Dhabi and Mumbai 
will be operated by an A340-600 
aircraft,” the airline said in a state-
ment. 

“The A380 will be redeployed on 
the Abu Dhabi-Paris route during 
the peak summer travel months.”

According to the company, the 

change will see Paris join London, 
New York, Melbourne and Sydney 
as the airline’s long haul A380 des-
tinations.

“The adjustments are part of Eti-
had Airways’ seasonal planning 
of schedules based on market de-
mand,” the airline said.

“Due to the capacity change, any 
affected guests will be reprotected 
on other flights to their final desti-
nation.”

Etihad Airways’ A380 features a 
total capacity of 496 seats -- with 
two in “The Residence”, nine in the 
“First Apartments”, 70 “Business 
Studios” and 415 “Economy Smart 
Seats”. The airline had launched its 
A380 services to India on the Abu 
Dhabi-Mumbai route in 2016. 

The aircraft operated daily on 
flight EY204 from Abu Dhabi to 
Mumbai, and EY203 from Mumbai 
to Abu Dhabi. 

-IANS rv/dg

Etihad Airways to withdraw A380 services 
on Mumbai route

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) 
With an increase in both wholesale 
and retail inflation indices in Feb-
ruary indicating that India has left 
behind the “most benign part of 
retail inflation”, an expert has sug-
gested that the RBI should post-
pone further cuts in interest rates.  
Official data on Tuesday showed 
the annual rate of inflation based 
on wholesale prices rose to over 
a three-year high of 6.55 per cent 
in February owing to costlier food 
and fuel -- up from 5.25 per cent in 

the previous month. 
Similarly, February’s retail infla-

tion edged up to a four-month high 
of 3.65 per cent from 3.17 per cent 
reported for the previous month.

“I think the most benign part of 
retail inflation is behind us. GST 
(Goods and Services Tax) is a po-
tential spoiler,” Abhijit Sen, econo-
mist and former member of the 
Planning Commission, which was 
disbanded in 2014, told BTVi in an 
interview.  “There is a probability, 
increasingly being forecast by vari-

ous agencies all across the world 
that we might actually end up with 
El-Nino this year, and if that hap-
pens early, it would be a major 
spoiler.  “The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) would be well advised not to 
cut interest rate any further. But 
simply wait.. the chances are it’s 
(inflation) not going to go above 5 
per cent. In connection with GST, 
the Central Board of Excise and 
Customs (CBEC) has said that taxes 
were likely to “increase a bit” from 
the current level.

Rate of unemployment calculated as percentage of youth aged 15-29

who are neither employed nor in education or training

Indian economy may be pegged as one of

the fastest growing but the picture is not

as bright on the employment front.

A look at the unemployment rates in select

countries as per a study conducted by OECD
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Mumbai, March 15 (IANS) 
Information technology major 
HCL Technologies on Wednes-
day announced that its Board of 
Directors will consider a share 
buyback proposal.  “A meeting 
of the Board of Directors of the 
company will be held on Mon-

day, March 20, 2017, to consider 
a proposal for buyback of the 
equity shares of the company,” 
the IT major informed the BSE 
in a regulatory filing.  “In terms 
of the code of conduct to regu-
late, monitor and report trading 
by insiders of the company, the 

trading window for trading in the 
securities of the company, shall 
remain closed up to the close of 
business on Wednesday, March 
22, 2017 for designated persons.”

The announcement was made 
after market hours on Wednes-
day. The company’s scrip at the 
BSE had declined by 1.52 per 
cent, or Rs 12.95, to Rs 839.90 per 
equity share from its previous 
close of Rs 852.85.

HCL Technologies to consider 
share buyback
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New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) The State 
Bank of India (SBI) and the Confedera-
tion of Real Estate Developers’ Associa-
tions of India (CREDAI) have entered into 
a memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
for a period of three years to work towards 
development of the real estate sector. 

“SBI and CREDAI will jointly conduct 
various initiatives towards the develop-
ment of the real estate sector for a period 
of three years. They have a common ob-
jective of providing housing for all. Each 
of them will leverage their individual 
strengths and collaborate in areas which 

will be beneficial to the sector and the 
consumers at large,” the SBI said in a state-
ment here on Wednesday. 

The MoU was signed on March 6-7. 
“SBI will be a national partner for all 

CREDAI activities. SBI and CREDAI will 
jointly work together for various market-
ing activities like conclaves, seminars, ex-
hibitions, campaigns and corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) activities as well,” the 
statement said.

CREDAI is the largest real estate associa-
tion in the country with over 11,500 mem-
bers. 

“We see a lot of synergies in working 
with CREDAI,” SBI Managing Director Ra-
jnish Kumar said. “The CREDAI-SBI MoU 
is meant to cater to both home loans and 
construction finance requirements of the 
real estate sector. We believe that avail-
ability of finance at lower rates would help 
fulfil CREDAI’s objective of making hous-
ing more affordable,” CREDAI President 
Geetambar Anand said.

Public sector lender SBI has over 16,000 
branches and 190 offices worldwide. The 
government owns 59 per cent of the bank’s 
equity capital.

Mumbai, March 15 (IANS) 
Heavy selling pressure in IT and 
Teck (technology, media and en-
tertainment) stocks, coupled with 
disappointing macro-economic 
data pulled the Indian equity 
markets lower on Wednesday.

Besides, investors were cau-
tious ahead of the US Federal 
Open Market Committee’s 
(FOMC) meet later in the evening 
on whether to raise interest rates, 
and India’s Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) Council meet on Thurs-
day.

However, a strong rupee and 
appreciable amount of inflow of 
foreign funds pared some losses.

The wider 51-scrip Nifty of the 
National Stock Exchange (NSE) 
slipped by 2.20 points or 0.02 per 
cent, to 9,084.80 points.

The BSE Sensex, which opened 
at 29,452.86 points, closed at 
29,398.11 points -- marginally 
down 44.52 points or 0.15 per 
cent from the previous close at 
29,442.63 points.

The Sensex touched a high of 
29,500.08 points and a low of 
29,358.91 points during the intra-
day trade.

The BSE market breadth was 
marginally tilted in favour of 
bears -- with 1,413 declines and 
1,404 advances.

On the other hand, the broad-
er markets outperformed the 
benchmark indices during the 
day’s trade. The S&P BSE mid-cap 

index surged by 1.06 per cent, and 
the small-cap index rose by 0.66 
per cent. 

On Tuesday, the benchmark in-
dices touched new 52-week-high 
levels following crucial state elec-
tion results declared on March 11.

The NSE Nifty gained 152.45 
points or 1.71 per cent, to close at 
9,087 points after touching a new 
high of 9,120.6 points.

Similarly, the BSE Sensex 
closed at 29,442.63 points -- up 
496.40 points or 1.71 per cent af-
ter touching a 52-week high of 
29,561.93 points.

“Markets ended with marginal 
losses snapping a three-day win-
ning streak on Wednesday after 
trading in a narrow range. In-
vestors were cautious ahead of 
the US Fed meet outcome this 
evening (IST) and the GST Coun-
cil meet on Thursday,” Deepak 
Jasani, Head - Retail Research, 
HDFC Securities, told IANS.

“Major Asian markets have 
ended on a mixed note. European 
indices like CAC 40 and DAX trad-
ed lower.”

Commenting on the currency 
front, Vijay Singhania, founder 
and Director of brokerage firm 
Trade Smart Online, told IANS: 
“All eyes were set on the currency 
market with the rupee touching 
a 16-month high of 65.41 against 
the dollar. As a result, information 
technology (IT) stocks were under 
pressure falling by nearly two per 

cent.”
The Indian rupee strengthened 

by 13 paise to 65.69 against a US 
dollar from its previous close of 
65.82 to a greenback.

In terms of investments, pro-
visional data with exchanges 
showed that foreign institutional 
investors (FIIs) purchased stocks 
worth Rs 1,141.13 crore, while the 
domestic institutional investors 
(DIIs) purchased scrip worth Rs 
126.75 crore.

On the sector-specific move-
ment, Dhruv Desai, Director and 
Chief Operating Officer of Trade-
bulls, said: “IT sector stocks trad-
ed with bearish sentiments due 
to profit booking at higher levels, 
while banking, pharma, oil-gas, 
media-entertainment and FMCG 
sector stocks traded with mixed 
sentiments due to profit book-
ing.”

“Auto, textile, aviation and 
telecom sector stocks traded with 

firm sentiments due to buying 
support, whereas power sector 
stocks traded with bearish senti-
ments due to selling pressure.”

Sector-wise, the S&P IT index 
plunged by 191.90 points, fol-
lowed by the Teck index, which 
declined by 70.26 points, and the 
oil and gas index, which slipped 
by 4.28 points.

On the other hand, the S&P 
BSE automobile index surged by 
156.38 points, the banking index 
rose by 68.20 points and the con-
sumer durables index edged up 
63.95 points.

Major Sensex gainers on 
Wednesday were: Hero Mo-
toCorp, up 1.24 per cent at Rs 
3,399.25; Tata Steel, up 1.24 per 
cent at Rs 478.55; Reliance In-
dustries, up 1.16 per cent at 
Rs 1,304.40; State Bank of In-
dia (SBI), up 0.98 per cent at Rs 
277.40; and Tata Motors, up 0.79 
per cent at Rs 473.35.

Selling pressure in IT, US rate hike fear 
pull equities down

Karnataka offers sops to 
students, farmers in 

2017-18 Budget

SBI, CREDAI sign MoU for real estate 
development

Bengaluru, March 15 (IANS) Ahead 
of the state assembly elections in early 
2018, the Congress government in Kar-
nataka in its Budget for fiscal 2017-18 on 
Wednesday doled out goodies, freebies 
and sops to students, urban and rural 
poor and farmers. 

Presenting a populist and tax-free 
Budget in the state legislative assembly 
here, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah told 
the lawmakers that free laptops would 
be given to 1.5 lakh students joining en-
gineering, medical, polytechnic and de-
gree colleges across the state in the new 
academic year.  “We propose to open 
‘Our (Namma) Canteens’ in 198 civic 
wards across Bengaluru to serve break-
fast at Rs 5 and lunch and dinner at Rs 
10 each to the common man,” said Sid-
daramaiah in his two-hour-long Bud-
get speech in Kannada.  With the state 
reeling under drought over the last two 
years, the government has waived inter-
est amounting to Rs 125 crore on agri-
cultural loans of 74,525 farmers.

“We have waived Rs 2,359 crore to-
wards crop loans availed by 10.7 lakh 
farmers from cooperative societies 
since 2013-14 as against Rs 940 crore 
waiver given to four lakh farmers from 
July 1, 2011, to July 25, 2012, by the pre-
vious (the BJP) government,” recalled 
the Chief Minister.

“The state government has also paid 
Rs 45 crore interest subsidy on behalf 
of two-lakh farmers during fiscal 2015-
16. Instalment payments for short-term 
and long-term loans have been extend-

ed till March 31 from September 30, 
2015,” said the Chief Minister.

To mitigate the woes of 25 lakh 
drought-hit farmers, the Budget has 
proposed to disburse Rs 13,500 crore 
for crop loans up to Rs 3 lakh at zero per 
cent and Rs 10 lakh at 3 per cent interest 
rate per annum.

“Similarly, loans to women self-help 
groups will be disbursed at zero per cent 
rate of interest as against 4 per cent per 
annum through cooperative societies,” 
said Siddaramaiah, presenting his 12th 
Budget as the state’s Finance Minster 
and fourth as the Chief Minister since 
May 2013.

The Budget has earmarked Rs 600 
crore in FY 2018 to provide protective 
irrigation to crops during the critical 
stages to combat drought and obtain 
higher income.

“The Karnataka Raitha Suraksha 
Pradhana Manthri Fasal Bima Yojana 
will spend Rs 845 crore in 2017-18 to mi-
nimise the drought impact in 31.5 lakh 
hectares across the state,” said Siddara-
miah.

To encourage rural youths to take to 
farming and use farm machinery, 174 
rural farm machinery repair/service 
centres will be opened in each local 
body.

“Drip irrigation facility will be pro-
vided to 35,000 farmers with 90 per 
cent subsidy at a cost of Rs 233 crore. 
To mitigate water scarcity to crops due 
to drought, 50 per cent subsidy (Rs 
50,000) will be provided to 10 farmers 

New Delhi, March 15 
(IANS) Swedish cosmetic 
brand FACE Stockholm 
has forayed into the In-
dian market through an 
e-commerce website.

FACE Stockholm was in-
troduced for the first time 
in India on online plat-
form Zapyle on Wednes-
day, read a statement. 

Created by Gun Nowak 
in the 1980s, FACE Stock-
holm is available in over 
100 countries worldwide 
and is used by celebrities 
such as Jennifer Aniston, 
Gwyneth Paltrow, Owen 
Wilson, Sarah Jessica 

Parker, Madonna and 
Britney Spears.

Rashi Menda, Zapyle 
CEO and Founder, said: 
“Although, we are aware 
of the fact that the Indian 
market is very price sen-
sitive and online cosmet-
ics and beauty products 
platforms are already 
offering them regular 
beauty products at the 
highest price range of Rs 
1400, we are coming up 
with premium interna-
tional brands that will 
be available between the 
price range of Rs 1200 to 
Rs 2500.”

Swedish cosmetic 
brand enters India
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Bengaluru, March 15 
(IANS) Software major 
Wipro on Wednesday an-
nounced opening an auto-
motive engineering centre 
at Detroit in the US to drive 
innovation in connected ve-
hicles concepts.

“The facility is a part of 
our vision to build a global 
network of delivery centres 
that offer engineering and 
IT services, augmented by 
automotive domain and 
digital solutions,” the IT ma-
jor said in a statement here.  
The centre in the automotive 
hub of Detroit will work on 

vehicle concepts spanning 
design, product engineer-
ing, digital customer-vehicle 
experiences, artificial intel-
ligence and sensor-driven 
vehicle data analytics.

The centre will serve as 
a hub to support the auto-
motive engineering and IT 
needs of Original Equipment 
Manufacturers and tier-I 
suppliers based in North 
America.

The centre will also lever-
age local talent to deliver 
product design and validate 
automotive cockpit elec-
tronic products such as navi-

gation and connectivity sys-
tems, instrument clusters, 
advanced safety systems, 
vehicle diagnostics and end-
to-end connected vehicle 
solutions.

“We are committed to ad-
dress the local and global 
needs of our engineering 
customers and assist them in 
gaining the scale and time-
to-market advantages,” said 
Anita Ganti, Global Head for 
Wipro Product Engineering 
Services.

With automotive product 
design and engineering ex-
pertise in electronics, soft-

ware, engineering design 
services, product lifecycle 
management, cloud solu-
tions and remote infrastruc-
ture services, the outsourc-
ing firm has been able to 
deliver products that create 
user experiences with reli-
ability.

“The centre will showcase 
automotive engineering and 
digital technology capabili-
ties and enable collabora-
tion within the South-East 
Michigan automotive com-
munity,” said Alex Beylin, 
Wipro’s Global Automotive 
Business Head.

Wipro to offer automotive engineering 
services in US

Kolkata, March 15 (IANS) SAP India, a 
market leader in enterprise application 
software, is looking at the growth of small 
medium enterprises (SMEs) particularly in 
the Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime 
for its future growth, a company official said 
on Wednesday.

"SAP India's future growth will come 
from SMEs. Our growth lies in the growth of 
the SME sector," SAP Indian subcontinent's 
Marketing Head Krishnan Chatterjee told 
reporters here.

The technology service provider has 
about 8,000 customers in India and out of 
that 80 per cent belongs to SME sector, he 
said.

"As many as 51 million SMEs will be tak-
ing the digital route with the implementa-
tion of GST. It will impact the way busi-
nesses are operating across industries and 
geographies, he said at the launch of "GST 
in a box". "All of the technologies have been 
integrated into one construct. We have 
created a portal which is a online resource 
centre to help SMEs," added Chatterjee. He 
said large enterprises have figured out GST 
and running up to GST, we are finding sig-
nificant challenges with SMEs. These com-
panies are struggling with how they should 
leverage it. GST will be the "compelling 
event" which will push our country towards 
a uniform indirect tax code and it is going to 

be a trigger for growth. He said India's econ-
omy currently at about $2.5 trillion and the 
country is looking at 10 trillion mark within 
the next dozen years. In this context SMEs 
have to outperform to contribute in the 
country's Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 
"We see growth as the strong underpinning 
factor for technology adoption," Chatterjee 
said. He said the application service provid-
er has planned for roadshows for covering 
21 cities to reach out to customers.These 
companies are struggling with how they 
should leverage it. GST will be the “com-
pelling event” which will push our country 
towards a uniform indirect tax code and it is 
going to be a trigger for growth. 

SAP India looks at SMEs for its future growth

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) In a bid 
to enhance guest experience, cab-aggre-
gator Uber on Wednesday announced a 
strategic association with Indian airline 
Jet Airways.  Guests booking their flights 
on the app and using Uber for the first 
time will benefit from a discount of Rs 
150 across their first three rides by using 
the promo code JETUBER.  "Through this 
partnership, Jet Airways' guests across 29 
cities will be able to request their Uber 
when they book their flight," said Madhu 
Kannan, Chief Business Officer, Uber 
India and Emerging markets, in a state-
ment.  The cab booking feature will be 
available to all Jet Airways' guests in the 
cities where Uber currently operates in 
India while booking their travel itinerary 
with the airline on the Jet Airways app.

Uber partners with 
Jet Airways for

 smart travel
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Both teams have moved ahead 
from Bengaluru: Kohli

Ranchi, March 15 (IANS) 
Though wanting to move on and 
focus on the third cricket Test 
here against Australia, India skip-
per Virat Kohli on Wednesday 
said he has no regrets about his 
showdown with Australian cap-
tain Steve Smith over DRS.

“A lot has been gone into the 
incident. It’s time we focussed 
on the remainder of the series. 
There’s lot of cricket to be played 
and it should not happen in bad 
taste. What’s happened in Benga-
luru happened in Bengaluru, we 
are in Ranchi and we should look 
forward to tomorrow,” Kohli said 

at the pre-match press confer-
ence on the eve of the third Test 
here. “Both teams have moved 
ahead from Bengaluru. I think 
the focus should get back on the 
series because the priority here is 
cricket. All other things happen in 
the background, we understand 
that as cricketers.”

Smith sought a signal from 
his teammates in the Australian 
dressing room for a Decision Re-
view System (DRS) call after he 
was adjudged leg before wicket 
by umpire Nigel Llong.

Under the rules, the batsman 
is only allowed to consult non-

striking batsman over whether 
to call for DRS, and nobody from 
outside the ground. 

Smith’s gesticulation erupted 
into a controversy as Kohli lashed 
out at the Australians at the post-
match news conference, saying as 
much as they “cheated” although 
not using the word.

It led to a heated exchange of 
words between the two captains 
before the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) intervened and 
brokered peace without penalis-
ing anyone in what was snowball-
ing into another controversy like 
the bitter ‘monkeygate’ episode.

In his first interaction after his 
tirade against Smith in Benga-
luru, Kohli said he did not regret 
what he said but at the same time 
he wanted to move on.

“See, I think about what I say. 
I don’t regret anything that I’ve 
said. But at the same time, it’s 
very important not to be stupid 
and go on with the same thing 
on a daily basis because there’s 
cricket to be played,” he said.

“There was a decent break in 
between. We certainly don’t want 
to sit and think about one issue 
all the time. We have two Test 
matches to play and that’s what 
we need to focus on.”

Hailing both the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India and Crick-
et Australia, Kohli said: “It was a 
mature decision on everyone’s 
part to move on from that. 

Australian media an extension of team 
support staff, feels Gavaskar

Manohar quits as ICC Chairman 

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) 
Taking a dig at the Australian 
media, former India cricket cap-
tain and batting legend Sunil 
Gavaskar on Wednesday said 
they should not be paid much 
attention as they are an exten-
sion of the team support staff.

“We should not bother too 
much about the Australian me-
dia and what they write as they 
are an extension of their cricket 
team’s support staff. The focus 
now should shift to cricket 
from off-the-field issues,” Ga-
vaskar told NDTV on the eve of 
the third Test.

On the Decision Review Sys-
tem (DRS) controversy that 
took centre-stage after the sec-
ond Test in Bengaluru when 
Smith asked his teammates sit-
ting in the dressing room bal-
cony to help him in a leg before 
decision, Gavaskar said it was 

time, cricket became the focus.
“Neither India captain Virat 

Kohli nor his Australian coun-
terpart Steve Smith have said 
anything about the issue in 
between the second and the 
third Tests. Both captains had 
their say on the last day of the 
Bengaluru Test and now they 
have spoken ahead of the third 
Test,” said the 67-year-old.

“Nobody spoke anything in 
between about it but the me-
dia, otherwise there was noth-
ing between them (Kohli and 
Smith). It is time look at cricket 
now. A lot of good cricket that 
was played in the first two 
Tests has been swept away be-
cause of this one incident.”

Gavaskar added that the 
banter on field should be less 
with the mouth and more with 
the game. India pace spear-
head Ishant Sharma, in the 

second rubber, mocked Smith 
by making faces at him which 
left captain Kohli in splits.

“There should be aggression 
but only in terms of cricket, 
not otherwise. Young players 
tend to misunderstand while 
expressing aggression and 
tend to do it with their mouths 
instead of the bat and ball. 
Talking on the field has to be 

brought down and the Inter-
national Cricket Council (ICC) 
has to take a tough stand on it,” 
the former India opener said.

Gavaskar felt there is no 
need to change the winning 
combination as far as India are 
concerned. The hosts won the 
Bengaluru tie by 75 runs to lev-
el the series 1-1 after the Auss-
ies won the first match in Pune.

Dubai, March 15 (IANS) 
Former BCCI chief Shashank 
Manohar has stepped down as 
Chairman of the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) citing per-
sonal reasons.

Manohar’s decision comes 
after only eight months in office. 
The 59-year-old was elected un-
opposed as the ICC’s first inde-
pendent chairman last year. His 

two-year term was to end in May 
2018. The former Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
President sent a copy of his res-
ignation letter to ICC CEO Dave 
Richardson on Wednesday.

“I have tried to do my best and 
have tried to be fair and impar-
tial in deciding matters in the 
functioning of the board and 
in matters related to member 

boards along with the able sup-
port of all directors. “However, 
for personal reasons it is not 
possible for me to hold the au-
gust office of ICC chairman and 
hence I am tendering my resig-
nation as chairman with imme-
diate effect,” Manohar said in 
the letter. “I take this opportuni-
ty to thank all the directors, the 
management and staff of ICC 
for supporting me wholeheart-
edly. I wish the ICC all the very 
best and hope it achieves greater 
heights in future.”

The ICC confirmed that it has 
received Manohar’s resignation, 
adding that a replacement will 
be announced shortly.

“The ICC has confirmed it has 
received an email from Chair-
man Shashank Manohar ten-
dering his resignation. The ICC 
Board will assess the situation 

and next steps before making a 
further announcement,” the ICC 
said in a statement on Wednes-
day. The BCCI, on its part, ex-
pressed surprise at Manohar’s 
sudden decision.

“Manohar’s contribution to 
Indian cricket is invaluable. He is 
a man of few words but excellent 
deeds,” the BCCI said in a state-
ment. “The BCCI Committee of 
Administrators (CoA) was look-
ing forward to a long-term coop-
eration between the ICC and the 
BCCI with Manohar at the helm 
of affairs,” the BCCI adcded.

“The BCCI wishes him the 
very best for his future endeav-
ours.” The first ICC chief not 
affiliated to any of its member 
boards, Manohar took over the 
post from N. Srinivasan in May 
last year after giving up his posi-
tion of BCCI president. 

Jharkhand hammer Vidarbha to 
enter Vijay Hazare semis

India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh
 triangular series in 2018

Kenya’s Kirui eyes London marathon, 
World Championships glory

U-17 World Cup final venue may be 
decided on March 27

Federer, Nadal enter pre-quarters 
in Indian Wells

New Delhi, March 15 
(IANS) Jharkhand sailed 
into the semi-finals of the 
Vijay Hazare domestic 
50-overs cricket tourna-
ment with a six-wicket 
win over Vidarbha in their 
quarter-final here on 
Wednesday.

Vidarbha could only 
score 159/9 in 50 overs and 
Jharkhand lost only four 
wickets to overhaul the tar-
get with 4.5 overs to spare.

Middle-order batsman 
Ravi Jangid rescued Vi-
darbha with a 62 as the 
western side could only 

score 159/9. Ganesh Satish 
was Vidarbha’s second-
highest scorer with a 35.

Jangid shared a 61-run 
eighth-wicket stand with 
Rajneesh Gurbani (22) to 
give Vidarbha bowlers at 
least something to bowl 
for.

For Jharkhand, Monu 
Kumar took two wickets, 
while Varun Aaron, Rahul 
Shukla, Kaushal Singh, 
Shahbaz Nadeem bagged a 
wicket each.

Chasing the small tar-
get, Jharkhand got off to a 
superb start through Ishan 

Kishan (35) and Pratyush 
Singh (33), who put togeth-
er 68 runs for the opening 
wicket. Both the openers 
were dismissed by Raviku-
mar Thakur.

Kumar Deobrat (17) and 
Saurabh Tiwary (17) were 
the other two Jharkhand 
wickets to fall.

Then, Ishank Jaggi (41 
not out) and iconic captain 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni (18 
not out) steered Jharkhand 
to victory without any trou-
ble. Akshay Wakhare and 
Jangid also earned a wicket 
apiece for Vidarbha.

New Delhi, March 15 (IANS) The venue for 
the final of the U-17 World Cup is likely to be 
decided once the final round of FIFA inspec-
tion starting March 22 is complete, sources 
close to the Local Organising Committee 
(LOC) said.

A FIFA delegation, led by FIFA Head of 
Events Jaime Yarza, will visit India from March 
21-27 for the final inspection of the facilities 
in the six cities which will host matches of the 
Under-17 Football World Cup in October.

The team will land in New Delhi on March 
21 and inspect the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium 
and the training grounds the next day. It will 
hold a press conference here on March 22.

The next day, the team will be in Goa, be-
fore proceeding to Kochi (March 24), Navi 
Mumbai (March 25), Guwahati (March 26) 
and Kolkata (March 27).

“On the last day of our inspection, the 
match schedule could be announced,” an of-
ficial told IANS on Wednesday.

“Like where the opener will be held, and 
semi final and final details,” he added.

All the stadiums at the six venues have been 
revamped for the youth showpiece to be held 
from October 6 to 28. 

The six cities will also have four training 
grounds each. The draw of the tournament 
will be held on July 7.

Indian Wells (California), March 15 
(IANS) Two of the best tennis players of 
the generation, Switzerland’s Roger Fe-
derer and Spain’s Rafael Nadal won in 
the third round to set-up a pre-quarter-
final clash at the BNP Paribas Open ten-
nis tournament here.

Nadal defeated countryman Fernando 
Verdasco 6-3, 7-5 on Tuesday while Fe-

derer got the better of the United States’ 
Steve Johnson 7-6(3), 7-6(4), reports Efe. It 
was Nadal’s 50th victory at the Indian Wells 
Tennis Garden, the venue for three of his 28 
ATP World Tour Masters 1000 triumphs.

Nadal, 30, enjoys a 16-3 advantage in 
matches against Verdasco, who last de-
feated his compatriot in the 2016 Aus-
tralian Open.

Colombo, March 15 
(IANS) Sri Lanka Cricket 
(SLC) on Wednesday pro-
posed a triangular con-
test between India, Sri 
Lanka and Bangladesh 
for the Nidahas Trophy 
between March 15 and 
30 next year to mark the 
island nation’s 70th an-
niversary of indepen-
dence, according to an 
espncricinfo report.

According to SLC Presi-
dent Thilanga Sumathi-
pala, the tournament will 
consist of seven matches 
in all with each team 
playing the others twice, 

before the top two prog-
ress to the final. How-
ever, it is not yet clear 
if the matches will be 
Twenty20 Internationals 
or One-day Internation-
als (ODI).

“The (SLC) technical 
committee and cricket 
committee is looking into 
it, but at the moment we 
would like it to be a T20 
triangular -- that’s what 
the agreement is,” Su-
mathipala said.

The proposed tourna-
ment, will however reduce 
the number of matches, 
the Lankans are set to 

play during their preced-
ing tour of India. Accord-
ing to the Future Tours 
Programme (FTP), Sri 
Lanka are set to play five 
ODIs, and a T20I in India 
in March next year, which 
will follow three Tests. 

Sumathipala said 
at least some of those 
matches would effec-
tively be transmuted into 
Nidahas Trophy games, 
while Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
CEO Rahul Johri said the 
boards were still “working 
on” the exact schedule. 
“We look forward to play-

ing the Nidahas Trophy 
in Sri Lanka next year, as 
it not only coincides with 
the 70th year of the inde-
pendence of our nation, 
but the 70th anniversary 
of Sri Lanka Cricket,” Su-
mathipala said. 

“As our nations gained 
independence within a 
short span of each other 
in our contemporary his-
tory, this will no doubt 
be a significant moment 
of similar sentimental 
value for us to mark with 
pomp and pageantry as it 
rightfully warrants,” he 
added.

Nairobi, March 15 
(IANS) Chicago Mara-
thon champion Abel 
Kirui of Kenya wants to 
prove his critics wrong 
as he seeks to conquer 
the English capital road 
race by winning twice 
in London, later this 
year.

First he has a small 
challenge to secure 
victory at the London 
marathon on April 23, 
which will serve as a 
major catalyst for his 
selection into the Ke-
nya team to the World 
Championships in Lon-

don in August, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

Two years ago, Kirui 
had his ego badly 
bruised when the panel 
of Kenya team selectors 
overlooked his participa-
tion for the 2015 World 
Championships and Rio 
2016 Olympic Games.

“It still pains me that 
I missed the two events. 
It was the right decision 
by the coaches not to 
think of me. I was just 
returning from injury 
and had no race time 
in my training. But it 
is always an honour to 

compete for Kenya and 
on that basis, my heart 
sunk for not being part 
of the team,” he said on 
Wednesday.

Well, he has the 
chance to atone that by 
giving himself a head 
start should he win the 
London marathon next 
month.

“I have already shown 
great interest and fit-
ness. In competing 
at the Barcelona Half 
Marathon this year, I 
showed what class I 
have and I am so happy 
with the time I clocked 

of 61.30 minutes. Cer-
tainly it is a good start 
towards my target of 
winning in London,” 
Kirui said.

But Kirui will not be 
running alone in Lon-
don to secure his ticket 
for the Kenya team to 
the World Champion-
ships.

There will be a horde 
of young and experi-
enced talent on show 
who will be keen to 
cut him back to pieces 
as they go for the gold 
medal and lucrative 
price pack on offer.

Bambolim (Goa), March 15 (IANS) 
Kerala rode Joby Justin’s hat-trick to 
beat Railways 4-2 in their opening 
Group B match of the Santosh Tro-
phy national football championship 
here on Wednesday.

Captain P. Usman completed the 
tally for Kerala, while Railways’ Ma-
layali player Rajesh netted both their 
goals.

It was Railways who drew first 
blood as Rajesh scored in the 17th 
minute making the most of a defen-
sive lapse.

However, Joby restored parity for 
Kerala just four minutes later with a 
header. The striker put Kerala ahead 
in first-half injury time by convert-

ing a free-kick. Joby completed his 
hat-trick in the second half, before 
Usman made it 4-1 with another 
header. Rajesh netted his and Rail-
ways’ second goal but it was too little 
too late.

Meanwhile, at the Tilak Maidan in 
Vasco, Punjab and Mizoram played 
out a goalless draw that did both of 
their chances no harm. 

Playing their first game in the tour-
nament, Mizoram would have been 
happy with a point in their first game 
while for Punjab, after a win in their 
opening game, a draw in this game 
consolidated second place in the 
group and they remain in contention 
for a semi-final berth.

Santosh Trophy: Kerala register win, 
Mizoram, Punjab in goalless draw



The evicted contestant is ready to set foot 
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The journey that started 
on October 16 is coming 
to an end in just six days. 
The grand finale of Bigg 
Boss 10 is scheduled to 
take place on January 
28, and the excitement 
is increasing with every 
passing day. Lopamudra 
Raut, Manveer Gurjar 
and Manu Punjabi 
have become the top 

three finalists, while 
Rohan Mehra and Bani 
J are nominated for 
the last eviction of this 
season. One of them 
will bid adieu to the 
Bigg Boss house in the 
last eviction that will 
take place tomorrow. 
So while there is a lot 
of tension that is going 
inside the house right 

now, we have now 
learnt that this intense 
atmosphere is going to 
change as the makers 
are planning to have a 
mela of sorts inside the 
Bigg Boss house soon. 
And guess what? Nitibha 
Kaul, who was recently 
evicted from the high 
voltage reality show is 
going to enter the house 
yet again as a part of 
this, we have heard. 
Not just that, Mandana 
Karimi, who was one of 
the contestants in the 
last season of Salman 
Khan’s show will 
reportedly join Nitibha. 
Manveer Gurjar, who 
as we all know shared a 
great bond with Nitibha 
will start jumping 
with joy on seeing her 
again, we are sure of 
it. Since it’s the final 
week, the show runners 
are leaving no stones 
unturned to make these 
last few days of Bigg 
Boss 10 entertaining. 

ALSO READ: The prize 
money of Salman 
Khan’s show has been 
reduced again – find 
out why Talking about 
tonight’s episode, we 
will see the contestants 
perform an interesting 
task. It’s called BB10 
Dhaba, and as the name 
suggests the house will 
be turned into a dhaba. 
Lopa and Rohan form 
one team, while Manu 
and Bani other. Manveer 
will be the sanchalak of 
the task. Both the teams 
will have to cook special 
dishes, which should 
impress Manveer in 
terms of presentation 
and taste. We have 
learnt that it were Manu 
and Bani, who won the 
task as the dish made by 
them tasted better than 
what Lopa and Rohan 
made. Will they get an 
advantage for winning 
this task? Well, all we 
can do is just wait and 
watch.

He is known as Bollywood’s ‘King 
of Romance’, but superstar Shah 
Rukh Khan says he is too old for a 
romantic film now. The 51-year-old 
actor also feels the whole language of 
romance in Bollywood has changed, 
and that he is yet to get a hang of it. 
“Romance has to have a little for-
mality. Whether it’s ‘tehzeeb’, going 
down on your knees, whether it is 
saying couplets in praise of a girl… I 
am from that school, I still believe in 
it,” Shah Rukh told select media here 
during his train journey from Mum-
bai to Delhi. He undertook the jour-
ney to promote his forthcoming film 
“Raees”, releasing on Friday. Shah 
Rukh, who has been part of films 
like Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge, 
Kuch Kuch Hota Hai, Kabhi Khushi 
Kabhie Gham…, added: “I think ro-
mance has to be formal. ‘Aur phir kya 
kar rahi hai (What are you doing) ?’ 
It can’t work like that, even if there 
is equality,” he said.  Asked about 
his famous dialogue — “Pyaar dosti 
hai (love is friendship)” from “Kuch 
Kuch Hota Hai”, SRK said.

From Student Of The Year to 
Badrinath Ki Dulhania, birthday 
girl Alia Bhatt has come a long 
way in her career. Alia has al-
ways looked good, but over the 
few years that she has been in the 
industry, she has also proved her 
mettle as an actress. During her 
five years in Bollywood, she has 
evolved as a person too. In fact, 
in just nine films, she has estab-
lished herself as a top draw at 
the ticket windows and raked in 
a total of Rs 580 crore at the box 
office!

For those of you who are not in 
the know, in an interview with Ni-
ranjan Iyer, after Student Of The 
Year, Alia had revealed, “I heard 
such harsh comments. Filmmak-
ers had written me off as a silly 
girl. Some said I should never try 
my luck at the movies. I felt mis-
erable and unwanted. For a week, 
I shunned all outdoor activities as 
I didn’t want people to spot me 
and make fun.” But we are sure 
those filmmakers would now be 
taking their words back, as this 
‘silly girl’ has made it big in Bol-
lywood. Through just nine films, 
Alia has amassed Rs 580 crore at 
the box office, which is HUGE! If 

you see the collections of all her 
films till date, from Student Of 
The Year to Badrinath Ki Dulha-

nia, you will realise that she has 
earned really big bucks. Check 
out the detailed breakdown here.

No no.. it’s not a breakup but 
Ranveer Singh got emotional and 
it’s got something to do with a 
film. Filmmaker Vikramaditya 
Motwane recently arranged for 
a special screening of his film 
Trapped for Ranveer. And the 
film left RS teary- eyed! Now all 
those of you who are die- hard 
fans of the Padmavati actor 
would know that he is a highly 
emotional person. Also Vikra-
maditya Motwane and Ranveer 
shares a special bond ever since 
Lootera happened so we totally 
understand why the filmmaker 
arranged for a special screening 
of his film, especially for Ranveer. 
While the film’s end credits are 
rolling, Mr Singh was almost left 
speechless. “I am just trying to 
be all proper until the end cred-
its roll.. but what I want to do is.. 
what I really need to do right now 
is to go out and hug Rajkummar 
Rao and my jaan Vikramaditya,” 
he said. “He just gets better and 
better ya with every film,” he adds 
further. Although the filmmaker 
hasn’t really gone all out with the 
promotions, from what the trailer 
looks like, Trapped is gonna be an 
intriguing story for sure. 

What made Ranveer Singh cry?

Shah Rukh Khan thinks he's too old for 
romantic movies or for that genre.

 Do you agree with him?

Rs 580 crore! That’s how much birthday girl 
Alia Bhatt’s movies have made so far!

OC star Mischa Barton’s sex tape being sold
 online, her legal attorney threatens 

to take action
As per several reports, a 

sex tape starring OC star 
Mischa Barton and an un-
identified man dressed in 
a black hoodie is doing the 
rounds. As per reports on 
Daily Mail, the tape was be-
ing sold on pornographic 
websites at $500,000 ( Rs 
32830000)“It has been re-
ported that naked or sexu-
ally explicit images of Ms 
Barton are being ‘shopped 
around,’” stated Attorney 
Lisa Bloom in a Twitter 
statement. Her attorney 
also stated, she was the 
victim of ‘Revengeful por-
nography’ and threatened 
to take legal action against 
anyone who sold explicit 
images of the actress.

This is the statement the 
actress’ attorney has re-
leased online – In response 
to recent reports that na-
ked or sexually explicit im-
ages of Mischa Barton are 
being shopped around, 
attorney Lisa Bloom has 
taken swift legal action to 
protect her rights. Ms Bar-

ton does not consent to 
the disclosure of any such 
images and believes she 
was recorded without her 
consent. The specific legal 
action taken and its results 
will be discussed at a press 
conference. Ms Barton will 
discuss the toll it has taken 
on her. Revenge pornogra-
phy is a crime and a civil 
wrong in California. As per 
reports Bloom also added 
this,“I have a message for 
anyone who attempts to 
traffic in these photos or 
videos of Ms. Barton: We 
will find you, and we will 
come after you. We will ful-
ly prosecute you under ev-
ery available criminal and 
civil law.” Mischa Barton is 
best known for her role in 
OC from 2003 -2007. This 
is not the first controversy 
Mischa has found herself 
in. She was reportedly ar-
rested for drunk driving in 
2007, had a mental break-
down episode in 2009. This 
Jan, she was also recorded 
yelling at her neighbour. 

And yet another celebrity who gets 
a wax statue at the Madame Tus-
saud’s. Shreya Ghoshal’s wax statue 
will be unveiled at India’s first Ma-
dame Tussaud’s museum, which is 

to open here in June. She is thrilled. 
“I am thrilled to be a part of history 
here at Madame Tussaud’s, and it 
is an honour to be featured among 
such talented stars, artists, historians 

and renowned celebrities,” Shreya 
said in a statement. Her statue will 
be alongside those of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, megastar Am-
itabh Bachchan and American pop 
star Lady Gaga. “To be immortalised 
forever is a fabulous feeling. With 
its brilliant concept, Madame Tus-
saud’s has always been famous for 
bringing joy all across the world,” 
added Shreya, known for songs like 
Teri meri, Dola re dola, Deewani 
mastani, Agar tum mil jao, Sunn 
raha hai, Saans and Piya o re piya. 
She turned a year older on March 12. 
The wax attraction, which will open 
its doors for the public in June, will 
exhibit over 50 figures from diverse 
leagues such as history, sport, mu-
sic, films and TV. “We are pleased to 
unveil Shreya’s figure in the Delhi at-
traction. She is one of the most loved 
singers of today’s generation. We are 
excited to see our visitors sing along 
with her. She was one of the most 
requested figures for us to include in 
the attraction, and we are delighted 
to be able to honour those fans with 
this wax figure,” said Anshul Jain, 
General Manager and Director, Mer-
lin Entertainments India Pvt Ltd. 

Shreya Ghoshal will now get her own wax statue at 
Madame Tussaud’s museum


