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Myanmar ends clearance operations 
in Rakhine state

Never thought I 
was minority: 

Najma Heptulla

London, Feb 17 (IANS) Tony Blair has said it 
is his “mission” to persuade Britons to “rise up” 
and change their minds on Brexit. Speaking in 
the City of London, the former prime minister 
claimed that people voted in the referendum 
“without knowledge of the true terms of Brexit”.

He urged “a way out from the present rush 
over the cliff’s edge”.

Former Tory leader Iain Duncan Smith said 
the comments were arrogant and undemo-
cratic but Lib Dem Nick Clegg said he “agreed 
with every word”.

Former UKIP leader Nigel Farage said Mr 
Blair was “yesterday’s man” while Downing 
Street said it was “absolutely committed” to 
seeing Brexit through.

Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson added: “I 
urge the British people to rise up and turn off 
the TV next time Blair comes on with his con-

 (19:52) 
New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) Late Arunachal 

Pradesh Chief Minister Kalikho Pul had named 
some sitting as well as former Supreme Court 
judges and senior Congress politicians in a 60-
page suicide letter he left behind at the time of his 
death last August. His wife has demanded a CBI 
probe into the corruption charges levelled by Pul.

“We want a central investigation agency -- the CBI 
or the National Investigation Agency -- to investigate 
the case. Every politician and judge named in the let-
ter should be brought into limelight and action taken 
against them for demanding bribe,” his wife Dang-
wimsai Pul told the media here. The suicide note 
written by Kalikho Pul in Hindi mentions the names 
of several Congress politicians both at the Centre 
and in Arunachal Pradesh along with Supreme Court 
judges, including ex-Chief Justices of India H.L Dattu 
and Altamas Kabir, for demanding bribe.

Tony Blair calls for people to 
‘rise up’ against Brexit

In suicide note, Arunachal CM 
Kalikho Pul alleges graft by SC 

judges, Congress
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Sania slams media for 
focusing on tax notice and 

not her game
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Saba Qamar has an excuse for calling Salman 
Khan a chichora, and it’s simply ridiculous

Government restored 
normalcy post-note ban 

in a few weeks: Jaitley 

Altaf Bukhari joins Mehbooba 
cabinet, gets Education portfolio 

TN CM Palanisamy to seek trust vote 
tomorrow, expected to sail through

Despite warning by Army Chief, 
protesters wave Pakistani flags 

Trump slams Russia 
claims, bashes media at 

news conference

Congress calls BJP an 
ISI-certified party

Srinagar, Feb 17 (IANS) 
Days after Army Chief Gen-
eral Bipin Rawat warned 
of action against Kashmiri 
youth displaying Pakistani 
flags or supporting mili-
tants, clashes erupted at 
several places after Friday 
prayers between security 
forces and agitating mobs in 
the Kashmir Valley.

A large number of youths 
gathered in Srinagar’s 
Nowhatta, and waved the 
Islamic State and Pakistani 
flags after which the secu-

rity forces intervened to 
disperse them. Clashes fol-
lowed as the youths protest-
ed, chanted pro-freedom 
slogans and pelted stones at 
the security forces who used 
tear gas and charged them 
with batons. In north Kash-
mir’s Sopore town, protest-
ers, shouting anti-India and 
pro-Pakistan slogans, also 
indulged in stone throwing.

General Rawat had on 
Wednesday warned the 
locals against support-
ing militants and those 

displaying Pakistani flags. 
“We (Army) will request lo-
cals in Kashmir that people 
who have picked up arms 
-- and these are local boys 
-- and if they want to con-
tinue with acts of terrorism 
by displaying flags of the 
Islamic State and Pakistan, 
we will treat them as anti-
national elements and go 
after them.”

The statement received 
criticism from the opposi-
tion parties and the separat-
ist groups as well.

New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) Ap-
plauding the security printing 
presses for their efficiency, Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley on Friday said 
that while people were estimat-
ing that it will take a year or seven 
months for printing adequate 
number of notes, the situation was 
normalised in a few weeks.

“People used to guess it will take 
a year or seven months for remon-
etisation. But in a few weeks things 
were normalised,” Jaitley said here 
at the 11th Foundation Day func-
tion of the Security Printing Mint-
ing Corporation of India Limited 
(SPMCIL). “To maintain the sup-
ply line of notes, SPMCIL and the 
Reserve Bank of India printing 
presses did a commendable job. To 
work 24-hours for a long duration 

with efficiency is commendable for 
SMPCIL,” he added. Jaitley said that 
while in other companies 99 per 
cent efficiency is considered good, 
SMPCIL has to work with 100 per 
cent error-free work, because even 
1 per cent laxity in currency print-
ing can lead to serious implications. 

He said that SPMCIL played an 
important role in the world’s biggest 
exercise of demonetisation. Jait-
ley also congratulated SPMCIL for 
becoming debt-free and said that 
SPMCIL not only mints money but 
also makes money for the govern-
ment. SPMCIL, a Central Public Sec-
tor Enterprise (CPSE), was incorpo-
rated on January 13, 2006 to manage 
four government mints, two curren-
cy presses, two security presses and 
one security paper mill. 

Chennai: Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister Edappadi K 
Palanisamy, a loyalist of V K 
Sasikala, will seek a trust vote 
in the Assembly tomorrow 
and barring any last-minute 
hitches the new AIADMK 
government is expected to 
sail through.

On the eve of the vote, the 
Palanisamy camp today got 
a jolt when one of its MLAs 
R Natraj, a former state DGP, 
said he would vote against 
the chief minister’s motion 
of confidence. Natraj’s move 
has reduced Palanisamy’s 

stated support to 123 mem-
bers in a House of 234. The 
floor test in the Assembly will 
be the first such exercise the 
state will witness in about 30 
years. “I am constrained to 
vote against the motion of 
confidence to be moved by 
the Edappadi K Palanisamy 
government,” Nataraj said. “I 
have interacted with people 
in my constituency and their 
considered and overwhelm-
ing opinion is that the gov-
ernment of O Panneerselvam 
should continue and I have 
to reflect this opinion of the 

people in the Assembly,” Na-
traj, a Mylapore MLA, said. 
To a question, Nataraj said 
he does not consider this as 
a confidence vote, but a ‘con-
science vote.’

Before Natraj announced 
his decision, Palanisamy 
has claimed the support of 
124 MLAs and asserted his 
government will stay while 
his rival and predecessor O 
Panneerselvam has vowed 
to continue his fight against 
Sasikala and her family “till 
the time Amma (Jayalalithaa) 
regime is restored.”

Washington, Feb 17 (IANS) 
US President Donald Trump 
launched an extraordinary con-
demnation of his critics, com-
plaining he inherited a “mess” 
and slamming media reports 
that his campaign was constant-
ly in contact with Russia as “fake 
news”.

Trump held a news conference 
on Thursday that lasted an hour 
and 15 minutes, where he dis-
played a sense of anger and griev-
ance rarely vented by a President 
in public, CNN reported.

“I have never seen more dis-
honest media, frankly than the 
political media,” Trump said, 
later slamming leaks to the press 
from the intelligence community 
-- some of which led to the res-
ignation of national security ad-
viser Michael Flynn.

“The leaks are real. The leaks 
are absolutely real. The news is 
fake because so much of the news 
is fake.” 

Trump was repeatedly pressed 
on whether his campaign staff 
had been in contact with Russia, 

as a widening drama over his al-
leged connections with Moscow 
dominates news coverage.

“Nobody that I know of. How 
many times do I have to answer 
this question? Russia is a ruse. I 
have nothing to do with Russia. 
Haven’t made a phone call to 
Russia in years,” Trump said.

“I own nothing in Russia, I have 
no loans in Russia, I don’t have 
any deals in Russia,” Trump said. 
“Russia is fake news”.

The President went on to say: 
I’m here again to take my mes-
sage straight to the people. As 
you know, our administration 
inherited many problems across 
government and across the econ-
omy. To be honest, I inherited a 
mess. It’s a mess. At home and 
abroad, a mess.”

New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) Term-
ing the BJP as a party certified by 
Pakistan’s spy agency Inter-Servic-
es Intelligence (ISI), the Congress 
on Friday demanded a Supreme 
Court-monitored probe into the 
ISI-linked espionage ring busted in 
Madhya Pradesh.

The Congress said there should 
be a probe into the alleged BJP-ISI 
links as three of 11 persons arrest-
ed in Madhya Pradesh had alleged 
links with the ruling party.

The Anti-Terrorism Squad 
(ATS) on Thursday busted an 
espionage ring in Bhopal and 
arrested 11 persons allegedly 

working for the ISI and passing 
sensitive information of strategic 
importance across the border.

The ATS also unearthed several 
clandestine telephone exchanges, 
thousands of SIM cards and a large 
number of mobile phones used 
for establishing contact with ISI 
officials.a

“The spy network has passed 
sensitive and strategic information 
to the ISI and other agencies in 
Pakistan. When they were caught, 
it was revealed that the network 
has spread nationwide. Telephone 
exchanges have been established 
in four big cities.

The links of these anti-national 
elements have been found with 
the Bharatiya Janata Party. It is the 
first political party in the world to 
become an ISI-certified party. This 
is the true face and character of the 
BJP,” said senior Congress spokes-
person Jyotiraditya Scindia.

“The inquiry and investiga-
tion into the matter should be 
handed over to the CBI and the 
Supreme Court should monitor 
the probe. The BJP has compro-
mised with the national security. 
There can’t be any kind of com-
promise on the internal security 
of the country,” he said.

The Minister of State for Minority Affairs (Independent Charge) and Parliamen-
tary Affairs, Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi meeting the Secretary General World 
Forum for Proximity of Islamic Schools of Thoughts, Mr. Ayotollah Araki and 

the Ambassador of Iran to India, Mr. Gholamreja Ansari, to discuss the various 
social, educational and cultural issues, in New Delhi on February 17, 2017. PIB

Jammu, Feb 17 (IANS) Syed 
Altaf Bukhari, who was on Fri-
day inducted into the Mehbooba 
Mufti-led Jammu and Kashmir 
cabinet, was assigned the Educa-
tion department portfolio in the 
PDP-BJP coalition government.

The order was issued by Chief 
Minister Mehbooba Mufti in 
Jammu. As per the reshuffle of 
portfolios, Syed Altaf Bukhari 

was made the new Education 
Minister. Naeem Akhtar, who 
held the Education portfo-
lio, was made the new Public 
Works Department Minister. 
Bukhari was on Friday sworn 
in as a cabinet minister at a 
function in the Raj Bhawan by 
Governor N.N. Vohra. He is the 
legislator from Amira Kadal 
constituency in Srinagar. 

The Chief Minister of Puducherry, Shri V. Narayanasamy meeting the Union Minister for 
Finance and Corporate Affairs, Shri Arun Jaitley, in New Delhi on February 17, 2017. PIB
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The Vice Chief of the Air Staff, Air Marshal S.B. Deo visiting the stall, during 
the Aero India 2017, at Air Force Station, Yelahanka, in Bengaluru.

New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) In a sur-
prise find, 89 per cent of people, includ-
ing from India are positive about the 
role robots can play in helping them 
at workplace rather than taking away 
their jobs, a new report has found.

According to the “Future of Work” 
study by Adobe released on Friday, 
people are open to man and machine 
collaboration for work benefits.  The 
study was conducted in regions includ-
ing India, the US, Britain and Australia.

The report highlighted that automa-
tion mentions have doubled year-on-
year, with a 70 per cent year-on-year 
increase in the average daily mentions 
of robots and jobs.  Topics such as 
machine learning and artificial intelli-
gence (AI) were most popular on social 
conversations related to automation.

“The ‘Future of Work’ looks promis-
ing, as robotics and automation gear 

up to enable employees to be more pro-
ductive and creative in their roles. The 
Adobe Digital Insights report reiterates 
the importance of workplaces embrac-
ing the benefits of digital transforma-
tion,” Abdul Jaleel, Vice President, Peo-
ple Resources India at Adobe, said in a 
statement. The findings also revealed 
that topics such as people analytics, 
work environment and transportation 
are trending and form common con-
versations around the future of work. 
Conversations about people analytics 
within the Future of Work context have 
increased 20 per cent year-on-year as 
more companies are focusing efforts 
on their people, leading to workplaces 
that continue to improve.  With flexibil-
ity and impact being the key employee 
motivations, the report highlighted the 
emergence of the gig economy or con-
tractual workforce. 

New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) 
Civl Aviation Minister Ashok 
Gajapathi Raju has lauded 
the Airports Authority of 
India (AAI) for conceptual-
ising India’s first business 
magazine entirely dedicated 
to the sector. “Civil aviation 
is not only one of the fast-
est growing sectors of the 
Indian economy but one of 
the most strategic ones too 
as it plays a crucial role in im-
proving transport linkages to 
facilitate faster and smoother 
movement of people and 
goods,” he said at the launch 
of the Airports India Business 
Magazine (AIBM) here on 
Thursday evening.

“Many airstrips in India are 
being used for grazing cattle 
and we need to come out of 
this scenario. For this to hap-
pen the circulation of infor-
mation is very important and 
this magazine will help in 
this,” Raju added.

The magazine will have di-
verse and updated content, 
including in-depth reports, 
analyses as well as interviews 
with key players in the vari-
ous segments of the civil avi-
ation business.  With a print 
run of 75,000, the 84-page 
magazine will bear a modern, 
European look with Indian 
content and would be pub-
lished every quarter.

Delhi Feb 15 :Valentine 
Day is celebrated from 
ancient time in India in 
another way called Mad-
notsav, modernization is 
necessity but never forget 
our culture said Sandeep 
Marwah, Director Mar-
wah Studios on the third 
day of 5th Global Fes-
tival of Journalism. On 
the occasion H.E. Jozef 
Drofenik, Ambassador of 
Slovenia to India, Vinod 
Mirani, Film Magzine 
Editor & Writer & Pankaj 
K Singh IAS Officer share 
their views.

Seminar on Role of 
Media in Uniting the 
World also organize, on 
the occasion Jozef Drofe-
nik said Media is very 
broad now days, a small 
news spread all over the 
world in a seconds and 
social media also plays 
a important role. Vinod 
Mirani said a common 
man is connected with 
world through different 
kind of media like TV, 
Newspaper and Radio 
& Social media. Ashok 
Tyagi said on the occa-
sion of Valentine Day 

New Delhi Feb 17 :  In response 
to recent concerns among interna-
tional students planning to study in 
the United States, the University of 
South Florida (USF) in Tampa has ex-
tended its deadline for applications 
to Masters and PhD programmes for 
Fall 2017 from February 15 to June 
1, 2017. The raging speculation and 
media commentary on possible ad-
ministrative actions on F-1, J-1, and 
H1-B visas and Optional Practical 
Training (OPT) guidelines has led 
to a feeling of uncertainty in U.S.-
bound students around the world.

The University, with almost 1,000 
Indian students (out of a total stu-
dent strength approaching 50,000) 
has stressed that current “specula-
tion about OPT and H-1B’s is just 
that, speculation”. However, un-
derstanding the sense of confusion 
among some students and appreci-
ating their need to make informed 
decisions, USF took the step of 
extending international graduate 
deadlines.

Emphasizing that “as a matter of 
fact, nothing has currently changed 
for Indian nationals,”Dr. Roger 
Brindley, USF System Vice Presi-
dent, points out that the world has 
already seen that making changes 
to travel visas through an Executive 
Order in a vibrant democracy is not 
easy or quick. “The President may 
well take this to the Supreme Court 
or he will ask his advisors to write 
an alternative version but we are all 
witnessing the checks and balances 
in the U.S. system.” USF offers more 
than 200 programs in its 13 colleges 
and the most popular among itsIn-
dian students are courses in the Col-
leges of Business, Engineering and, 
to a lesser extent, Public Health.

Dr. Brindley noted that “to date 
there has been no change in the sta-

tus and mobility of any F-1 or J-1 
student from any other country ex-
cept the seven identified. Indian F-1, 
J-1 and OPT students, H-1B holders 
and permanent residents are unaf-
fected at this time; and speculation 
about multiple leaked documents 
has not been matched by formal an-
nouncements and is therefore un-
substantiated.”

“Simply put,” Dr. Brindley says, 
“prospective students should not 
worry at this time although we 
surely understand their anxiety, and 
so have decided to give them more 
time to communicate with the Uni-
versity of South Florida and their 
peers currently studying here. They 
will quickly find out it is business 
as usual at USF and nothing has 
changed for Indian nationals. Wor-
rying speculation in the social media 
is simply that – worrying.”

 USF, which was among the first to 
reach out to international students 
to stress how it valued diversity 
soon after Donald Trump won the 
Presidential election, believes that 
“international students and faculty 
are indispensable to our mission as 
a global research university dedi-
cated to student success. Each day, 
they enrich our academy of scholars 
and add to the quality and relevance 
of our educational and research 
purposes.  With their intellectual 
capital and diverse experiences/
perspectives, our Indian students 
help faculty pursue invigorating 
new lines of inquiry while help-
ing all USF students realize a world 
class education.”

USF offers more than 200 pro-
grams in its 13 colleges and the most 
popular among itsIndian students 
are courses in the Colleges of Busi-
ness, Engineering and, to a lesser ex-
tent, Public Health. 

Select the right wedding venue
New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) One of 

the most important decisions affect-
ing wedding celebrations is choosing 
the right wedding venue. From block-
ing the place at the right time to doing 
your research properly are some of the 
factors that one should keep in mind 
while selecting it, says an expert.

Rahul Arora, Director at Gran-
dreams, a wedding planning service, 
has shared a few tips that could guide 
you in covering most of your prob-
lems: * Date: Deciding the date of the 
event is primarily the first step to re-
alise your plans. Once you are certain, 
why wait? It is only in the interest of 
the client, as he is at a better position 
to negotiate due to low demand.

It is the traditional first-come, first-
served policy that is applied by all 
venues. Once the wedding season is 
round the corner, the demand rockets 
consequently turning the tables on 
negotiation and priority.

* Guest count: Before you choose a 
venue, you ought to know your guest 
list. Knowing these numbers helps in 
setting a realistic budget and sidelines 

all trivial troubles. * Research: Make 
sure your selection is not swayed by 
a commercial website alone. The best 
way to do it is to get out there to per-
sonally experience various venues, es-
pecially during an on-going function 
so as to get an idea of what to expect.

* Location proximity: Where do you 
want to get married? The possibilities 
are endless nowadays. You can have a 
big traditional wedding in your home-
town or an exciting getaway to a fabu-
lous destination for all of your friends 
and family. 

Although destination weddings 
sound dreamier, a location in reason-
able proximity of your friends and 
family will make sure all your loved 
ones are present on your big day.

* Food quality and presentation: 
With a culture as wide as India’s, good 
food is hard to define, thus maintain-
ing a good rapport with the chef from 
the very beginning can help you bring 
out more personalised results, so 
don’t shy away from food trials.

* Ambiance: Pay special attention 
to the existing décor inside the ven-
ue. What style is the architecture and 

what does the building’s interior con-
vey? The ambiance alone can have a 
huge impact on the mood of the event. 
Get in touch with the florist to discuss 
the available options and preferences. 

Ask for samples. Your taste should 
reflect on everything you choose. Let 
them know what you like and dislike 
from the very beginning to avoid dis-
appointments.

* Valet and parking facilities: We all 
know Delhi with its mapping and tre-
mendous traffic. The least you can do 
is provide parking and valet services 
to ease the process for the hundreds 
of guests arriving to attend your func-
tion. Attention to small details like 
these can help you build a perfect ex-
perience. 

* Weather: While farmhouse wed-
dings may have been the trend all 
along, Delhi’s predictable but notori-
ous weather can ruin the best in little 
or no time. And with the introduction 
of the concept of luxury banquets, the 
event does not only become weather-
proof but also meets the demand of 
having a majestic edifice on your spe-
cial day.

New Delhi, Feb 16 (IANS) 
Union Minister of State for 
Home Hansraj Gangaram Ahir 
on Thursday asked the Delhi 
Police to give top priority to the 
cases related to women, chil-
dren and senior citizens and 
stressed on “friendly policing”.

On Delhi Police’s 70th Raising 
Day here, the minister conferred 
44 medals on its personnel, in-
cluding for gallantry, President 
Medal for Distinguished Service 
and Police Medal for Meritori-
ous Service.

“Delhi is at the centre stage of 
all political, social, cultural and 
commercial activities across the 
country. Delhi Police has to be 

well prepared to face and con-
trol any event on a large scale, 
besides performing regular du-
ties like maintaining law and or-
der and containing crime,” Ahir 
said on the occasion. On Delhi 
Police’s 70th Raising Day here, 
the minister conferred 44 med-
als on its personnel, including 
for gallantry, President Medal 
for Distinguished Service and 
Police Medal for Meritorious 
Service. He stressed on friendly 
policing and advised the force to 
give “top priority to the cases of 
women, children and senior cit-
izens”.  The minister cautioned 
the citizens against “internal 
terrorism” but at the same time 

expressed confidence in Del-
hi Police, saying it is a “well-
equipped force to fight any kind 
of contingency”.  . On Delhi 
Police’s 70th Raising Day here, 
the minister conferred 44 med-
als on its personnel, including 
for gallantry, President Medal 
for Distinguished Service and 
Police Medal for Meritorious 
Service. He stressed on friendly 
policing and advised the force 
to give “top priority to the cases 
of women, children and senior 
citizens”. 

Ahir assured of the Home 
Ministry’s positive outlook to-
wards modernisation and digi-
tisation of the 84,000-strong 

Delhi Police and announced 
enhancement of the Nirbhaya 
Fund by around Rs 25 crore. 

The fund is expected to sup-
port initiatives by the govern-
ment and non-governmental 
organisations working towards 
safety of women in India. It was 
first announced by the govern-
ment in its 2013 Union Budget.  
Delhi Police Commissioner 
Amulya Patnaik said: “I am de-
termined to make Delhi Police 
people-friendly and more digi-
tised to cope up with changing 
nature of crime in the metropo-
lis. The force is well equipped 
and in high morale to face any 
eventuality.” 

Give priority to cases of 
women, children, Delhi Police told

In a period of uncertainty, 
university of south florida extends 
deadline and reassures applicants

89% people want automation 
at workplace: Adobe

Valentine Day 
Celebrated in

The porsche india launch of 718 boxter and cayman are the sportiest of all 
time.  Pavan shetty, director porsche india & mr. Deesch papke ceo of Porsche 

Middle east and Africa relaunched the models at New Delhi.

India’s first business 
aviation magazine 

launched

The Minister of State for Finance and Corporate Affairs, Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal 
addressing the bankers and stake holders during a discussion on Education Loan 

Disbursal by Public Sector Banks, in Chennai .

Select the right wedding venue



The Minister of State for Home Affairs, Shri Kiren Rijiju at the foundation stone
 laying ceremony of Rohini NIDM campus, in New Delhi .

New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) 
Their search for justice be-
gan almost simultaneously 
over 11 years ago - when one 
mother lost her son and his 
family in a Delhi bombing 
while the other’s son was ar-
rested for the deadly terror 
act. At the end, only one of 
the two women walked hap-
pily out of a court here when 
her son was exonerated.

The other woman kept 
looking for closure to her pain 
of losing her only son, his wife 
and a grand son on October 
29, 2005, in a bombing in the 
crowded Sarojini Nagar mar-
ket, two days ahead of Diwali. 
She had expected that the 
three accused, including Mo-
hammed Rafiq Shah, would 

get death. Besides Saro-
jini Nagar market, two other 
bombs went off in Delhi that 
day -- in Paharganj and in a 
DTC bus in south Delhi. A to-
tal of 67 people died and over 
200 were injured in the terror 
bombings.

Mehmooda, the mother 
of Rafiq Shah, and Celina 
Das, who lost her son Mi-
chael, daughter-in-law and 
grandson, were present in 
the court room on Thursday 
when Judge Reetesh Singh 
let off Shah and other two 
accused due to lack of evi-
dence as Delhi Police had 
failed to prove their role in 
the bombings.

Shah’s mother was in tears 
of joy after the verdict. She 

looked up and said: “Thank 
you Allah. Justice has been 
served.” “But it came after 
an 11-year wait,” Mehmooda 
told IANS. She rued that her 
son - who was 22 when ar-
rested from Kashmir for his 
alleged role in the bombings 
- had spent almost his entire 
youth in jail.

Mehmooda said she could 
relate to the pain of the 
families who lost their loved 
ones. She blamed police for 
not finding the real culprit 
and wrongly implicating her 
son. “I have sympathy for 
the families of the victims. 
If police had caught the real 
culprit then we may not have 
had to wait too long to see 
our son walk free,” Shah’s 

mother said. But Das was 
shocked at the verdict. “It 
is really a disappointment. 
I want justice. I lost my son 
Michael, daughter-in-law 
and grandson,” sobbed Das 
outside the courtroom on 
Thursday. She was accom-
panied by her son’s 20-year-
old daughter Manisha, who 
was just eight when her par-
ents and elder brother were 
killed in the bombing. She 
told IANS that she wanted 
closure to the plight of “los-
ing loved ones” who had 
gone to buy Diwali gifts “but 
never returned”. Das said 
she couldn’t believe that the 
alleged killers were let off 
and vowed to continue seek-
ing justice till she gets it.
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2005 Delhi bombings: A tale of two 
mothers at opposite ends of justice

The Union Minister for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences, Dr. Harsh 
Vardhan addressing at the flag-off ceremony of Science Express Climate Action 

Special (SECAS) from Safderjung Railway Station, New Delhi .

Mumbai, Feb 17 (IANS) Global 
warming portends ill for India’s 
flourishing dairy sector that stands 
to lose a whopping three million 
tonnes of milk in the next three years 
as average temperatures increase, 
with wide fluctuations in day and 
night temperatures, industry experts 
warned here on Friday.

Addressing the ongoing three-day 
“45th Dairy Industry Conference”, 
themed “Climate Change and Dairy-
ing”, several industry leaders and 
experts discussed how the gradually 
warming climate is adversely hit-
ting the country’s dairy industry that 
employs over 16 million farmers, in-
cluding 4.60 million women.

President of Indian Dairy Associa-
tion Arun D. Narke said that today, 
India is self-sufficient in milk and is 
ranked the world’s largest producer 
with an annual production of 156 
million tonne (2015-2016).

Citing the Ministry of Agriculture 

figures, he said Indian farmers are 
adding around 10 million tonnes of 
milk annually with a compounded 
annual growth of around 6.5 per 
cent in the sector, largely from farm-
ers owning an average of one or two 
milch cows, to make the “White 
Revolution” a success. However, 
this milk production could go down 
by three million tonne over the next 
three years as the average tempera-
tures rise, creating problems of wa-
ter and availability of green and dry 
fodder for the cattle, he said.

Indian Dairy Association (West 
Zone) Chairman Arun D. Patil said 
that Maharashtra has already un-
dergone three consecutive years 
of drought till this year, which is 
set to affect the entire agricul-
ture sector, including dairy. Patil 
said most of India’s water needs 
are met through monsoon rains, 
which remained deficient for three 
years in a row, resulting in rising 

prices of fodder and increased 
cost of milk production. He urged 
the government to procure milk 
at a fixed price determined by the 
Centre as in the case of other agri-
cultural commodities, like cotton 
or sugarcane, to enable the milk 
farmers get a minimum support 
price. The industry has already ini-
tiated aggressive measures to deal 
with the upcoming crisis, farmers 
have started raising levels of ani-
mal shelters and scientists are re-
searching on how to enhance the 
shelf-life of milk.

In this connection, A.K. Srivastava, 
Director and Vice Chancellor, Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research-
National Dairy Research Institute 
(ICAR-NDRI), said even if we can 
achieve an increase in shelf-life of 
milk by half an hour, it would lead 
to massive profits to the dairy sector.

“The biggest challenge to the 
global dairy industry is expected 

between 2070-2090 when the tem-
peratures are expected to rise be-
tween 2 degrees and 7 degrees,” 
predicted Srivastava grimly. Ad-
ditionally, he said, the Indian 
dairy sector faces huge shortage 
of skilled manpower with sound 
technical expertise in understand-
ing the need for handling of milk-
ing cattle and related issues.

National Dairy Development 
Board (NDDB) Chairman Dilip Rath 
said that India accounts for 18 per 
cent of the global milk production, 
which is growing at around 6.5 per 
cent annually as compared to 4.7 per 
cent over the previous 10-year peri-
od. “Milk is India’s single-largest ag-
ricultural commodity in value terms 
and is more than the combined val-
ue of paddy and wheat put together. 
The per capita availability of milk 
has increased three-folds, from 112 
gm per day in 1970-1971 to 337 gm 
per day in 2016-2016.”

New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) The 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
on Friday said the National Regu-
latory Authority of India (NRA) 
and affiliated institutions meet the 
WHO Global Benchmarking Tool 
requirements for a functional vac-
cine regulatory system.

Some of the affiliated institutions 
include the Central Drugs Stan-
dards Control Organisation (CD-
SCO) and the Central Drugs Labo-
ratory. The decision was arrived at 
after a WHO-led team of interna-
tional experts conducted a compre-
hensive review -- performed every 
couple of years -- from February 13 
to 17. The team that performed the 
review called it a “great achieve-
ment for India”.  “This is indeed a 
great achievement and we would 
like to congratulate the Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare and its 
affiliated institutions,” said Alireza 
Khadem, WHO Team Leader for 
the NRA Re-benchmarking, Group 
Lead, Regulatory System Strength-
ening Team. One of the require-
ments to become eligible and re-
tain the prequalification status is to 
have the NRA assessed as function-

al against the WHO Global Bench-
marking Tool. Safety, efficacy and 
quality are three basic parameters 
of assessment of vaccines. 

The WHO has established global 
standards and benchmarks for 
assurance of vaccine quality by 
developing tools and guidelines, 
benchmarking of the NRA and 
prequalification programme of 
vaccines. “India is one of the larg-
est manufacturers and exporters of 
vaccines worldwide; this develop-
ment further deepens our resolve 
to maintain the highest quality and 
efficacy of the products that are 
manufactured within our country 
and in this context, we look forward 
to strengthening our collaboration 
with WHO,” said Health Secretary 
C.K. Mishra.  Henk Bekedam, WHO 
Representative to India, said: “It 
will go a long way in re-affirming 
India’s role in global health, includ-
ing the strength of its pharmaceu-
tical sector and drug regulatory 
capacity.” The WHO had scaled up 
its technical support to the India’s 
national regulatory authority over 
the past several years, said Beke-
dam, adding.

Will focus on 
expanding into 

banking this 
year: Paytm

New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) Paytm 
founder Vijay Shekhar Sharma on 
Friday said that the company will 
focus on expanding its operations 
in banking and build upon its distri-
bution and customer base.  Hoping 
for a global outreach, he said, “Tra-
ditionally Indian companies have 
found global customers, which are 
business to business customers, but 
not consumers. How about a con-
sumer technology company coming 
from India, and that is the shot we 
want to take.” “We want to expand 
the network across the country and 
increase the penetration. We want 
to expand this to deposits and cur-
rent accounts. I think 2017 will be the 
year for us to expand into banking. 
We have to build distribution, reach 
and customer base,” Sharma told 
BTVi.  Sharma said that the Paytm 
Payments Bank will become opera-
tive next week.

Talking about expanding customer 
base, he said by 2020 the company 
tagets to reach a customer base of 
500 million.   Post-demonetisation, 
Paytm saw a surge in its customers 
owing to the digitisation push by the 
government. “I think what we saw 
small shops, and people who tradi-
tionally didn’t get access to digital 
payments, opted for digital pay-
ments. It’s very encouraging,” he 
said. Hoping for a global outreach, 
he said, “Traditionally Indian com-
panies have found global custom-
ers, which are business to business 
customers, but not consumers. How 
about a consumer technology com-
pany coming from India, and that is 
the shot we want to take.”

New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) Horticulture pro-
duction is expected to hover around 287 mil-
lion tonnes during 2016-17, marginally higher 
as compared to 2015-16, according to advance 
estimates. Final estimates for horticulture pro-
duction in 2015-16 is expected be 286.9 million 
tonnes, which is two per cent higher than in 
2014-15.

Union Agriculture Ministry on Friday said 
24.369 million hectare land was brought un-
der cultivation of horticulture crops, which 
indicated the first advanced estimate output 
of 287.3 million for 2016-17. Under the first 
advance estimates for 2016-17, the output of 
168.6 million tonnes was expected in the veg-
etable category (0.3 per cent higher), 92 mil-
lion tonnes for fruits (2 per cent higher), seven 

million tonnes for spices (no change), around 
19.7 million tonnes for onion (6 per cent low-
er), 43.9 million tonnes potato (1 per cent 
higher), 18.9 million tonnes for tomato (1 per 
cent higher). The ministry’s data showed hor-
ticulture cultivation was carried out on 244.7 
million hectare of land in 2015-16, which led 
to output of 286.9 million tonnes.

Under the final advance estimates for 2015-16, 
the output of fruits is expected to be 90 million 
tonnes (1 per cent higher), 169 million tonnes 
for vegetables (1.5 per cent higher), seven mil-
lion tonnes for spices (14 per cent higher), 20.9 
million tonnes for onion (11 per cent higher), 
43.4 million tonnes for potato (10 per cent high-
er), 18.7 million tonnes for tomato (15 per cent 
higher).

Coal India’s dispatch picks up
Ranchi, Feb 17 (IANS) With the growing economy, Coal India has 

noticed its dispatch of coal is picking up and is hoping for brighter fu-
ture, a company official said on Friday. “Country’s economy is grow-
ing. The government’s scheme is in place for empowering discoms 
(power distribution companies). We have noticed coal dispatch has 
been picking up,” the miner’s Chairman and managing Director Su-
tirtha Bhattacharya told BTVi in an interview. “We have to increase 
the production, logistic infrastructure and at the same time maintain 
the quality of coal. We are up in these,” Bhattacharya said. The miner 
is busy with tying up linkages to different sectors. The first part of 
auctioning of long term coal linkages has already been conducted for 
non-power sector and the second part for sponge iron has also been 
completed. The Coal behemoth  is up for the third slot of long term 
auction for cement, he said.

New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) The 
Supreme Court on Friday refused 
to enter into a debate on the plea 
seeking declaration that “Vande 
Mataram” is the national song.

“...We do not intend to enter 
into any debate as far as the na-
tional song is concerned,” said 
the bench of Justice Dipak Misra, 
Justice R. Banumathi and Justice 
Mohan M. Shantanagouder, de-
clining the plea by a lawyer Ash-
wini Upadhyay.

Upadhyay, who is also the 
spokesman of the Delhi unit of 
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), has urged the court to di-
rect the framing of a “national 
policy to promote and propagate 
the national anthem, national 
song and national flag in the 

spirit of Article 51A to achieve the 
great golden goals, as set out in 
Preamble of the Constitution of 
India”. However, the court tagged 
the plea, urging it to ascertain the 
feasibility of singing/ playing of 
the national anthem and the na-
tional song in the school on ev-
ery working day, with an earlier 
pending matter as it recalled that 
Attorney General Mukul Rohatgi 
too had urged the court to make 
singing of the national anthem 
mandatory in schools. Tagging 
the plea with the early pending 
matter, the bench in its order 
said: “In the earlier writ petition, 
a contention was advanced by 
the ... Attorney General of India 
pertaining to schools and, there-
fore, as far as the prayer relating 

Global warming to hit Indian dairy 
sector hard: Experts

India meets global 
norms for vaccine 
regulatory system

Horticulture production expected 
at 287 mn tonnes in 2016-17

SC refuses to debate plea 
to declare ‘Vande 

Mataram’ as national song
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Chennai, Feb 17 (IANS) Actor-
filmmaker Kamal Haasan on Fri-
day said he is getting personally 

involved in clearing the path for 
the release of “Vishwaroopam 
2”, the much-anticipated sec-

ond part in the “Vishwaroopam” 
franchise.  “For all looking for-
ward to ‘Vishwaroopam 2’, I’m 
personally getting involved to 
clear the path. Bigger obstacles 
are out of the way. What’s left is 
tech and legal,” Kamal tweeted 
on Friday. 

He went on to add that nearly 
six monthS of post-production 
work is still pending on the proj-
ect.  In the film, Kamal plays a 
RAW agent, and it also features 
Rahul Bose, Pooja Kumar and 
Andrea Jeremiah in pivotal roles. 

A close source from the film’s 
unit told IANS: “Actually, ten 
days of shoot is still left. That’s 
not a major concern because 
the challenging part is in the 
post-production and it is going 
to be expensive. The producer is 
struggling to get funds.”

Thiruvananthapuram, Feb 17 
(IANS) Kerala BJP President Kum-
manem Rajasekheran on Friday 
denied any secret pact with the 
CPI-M in the SNC Lavalin case, as 
alleged by the Congress-led UDF.  
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan was 
an accused in the case filed by the 
Central Bureau of Investigation, but 
a special court here exonerated him 
in 2013.  The CBI then approached 
the Kerala High Court against the 
exoneration. On a few occasions the 
case has been postponed, either by 
the CBI or the counsel of Vijayan.  
Rajasekheran was responding to the 

statement of Leader of Opposition 
and senior Congress leader Ramesh 
Chennithala, who on Thursday said 
the case was being postponed be-
cause of a secret pact between the 
Communist Party of India-Marxist 
(CPI-M) and Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP).  Rajasekheran said the Con-
gress was spreading canards in the 
case, which would be heard in the 
High Court next month. 

“At times due to various reasons 
from either side, the case gets post-
poned and it’s but a natural process. 
The counsel for Vijayan was unwell. 
Incidentally it’s the Congress which 

is playing truant as when they were 
in office, they played the waiting 
game and now they blame us.   “Our 
stand is very clear and we want the 
case to reach its logical conclu-
sion. The wrongdoers have to be 
punished,” said Rajasekheran.  The 
case pertains to an agreement with 
Canadian company SNC Lavalin in 
1997, when Vijayan was Kerala Pow-
er Minister, to repair three genera-
tors which allegedly caused a loss 
of Rs 266 crore to the exchequer.  
Vijayan was arraigned by the CBI 
as the seventh accused in the case, 
leading to a political furore. 

Don’t smile at me: Stalin 
to Palaniswami

Chennai, Feb 17 (IANS) DMK’s Working President M.K. Sta-
lin on Friday advised newly-sworn-in Chief Minister Edap-
padi K. Palaniswami against smiling at him in the assembly. 
The strange advice came just a few days after AIADMK Gen-
eral Secretary V.K. Sasikala had noted that former Chief Min-
ister O. Panneerselvam had smiled at Stalin -- and cited that 
as one of the reasons for asking him to step down.  Reacting 
to that, Panneerselvam had said smiling at another human 
being is one of the qualities that differentiates humans from 
animals.  Stalin, who has termed the Palaniswami government 
as “anti-people”, was accused by Sasikala of conspiring with 
Paneerselvam to sideline her in the party.  A Sasikala loyalist, 
Palaniswami was sworn in as Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu on 
Thursday, along with 31 cabinet ministers, ending the political 
crisis sparked by the death of Chief Minister J.Jayalalithaa in 
December.

‘Vaishakam’ a different 
take on contemporary 

love story: Director
Chennai, Feb 17 (IANS) Director B. Jaya says her upcoming 

Telugu romantic-drama “Vaishakam”, which stars Harish and 
Avantika Mishra in the lead, will offer a different take on a reg-
ular love story.“Even though this is a love story, there’s some-
thing hatke about it in its presentation. It’s a different take on 
modern-day love stories,” Jaya, who is gearing up for the film’s 
release, told IANS.  Some scenes in the film are loosely based 
on real life incidents.  “Some incidents are inspired from the 
time I stayed in an apartment. I have seen young couple fight 
over small issue which has led to things spiraling out of con-
trol. These incidents inspired me to insert some scenes,” she 
said.  Produced by her husband B.A Raju, the film is gearing up 
for release in April..

Taluk boards 
cautioned against 

misuse of amendment to 
land reforms Act

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Feb 17 (IANS) The state land 
board has cautioned all taluk land boards against the wide-
spread misuse of an amendment known as 7E amendment, 
made in the landmark Kerala Land Reforms Act 1963 for over-
coming the provisions of land ceiling limits as prescribed by 
the Act. The 7E amendment legalizes the sale of land up to 
four acres that should have been surrendered as excess land 
under KLR Act. The latest directive by the board to all the ta-
luk land boards and the district collectors on January 16, ac-
cessed by TOI, says the taluk land boards have been ignoring 
the point that if they are satisfied that a particular land was 
being sold to get exemption from surrendering excess land to 
the government, they should also count it while calculating 
the extent of excess land. The circular was issued in the wake 
of several people misusing the 7E amendment in the KLR Act 
brought in 2005, applicable to land sold before 2005.

The buyers of such land will be considered as “deemed ten-
ants” and such land will not be counted for calculating the 
excess land of the person who sold it. Many who held the land 
in excess (more than 7.5 acres for an individual and more than 
15 acres for a family) began selling the land, preparing false 
sale agreements to show that the land was sold before 2005, 
to exclude their land from ceiling limits. Though 7E amend 
ment originally allowed exemption for up to 10 acres, the ex-
tent was brought down to four acres from 10 as a measure to 
cut down the misuse of this provision.  

Track renewal work 
leads to reschedule 
of suburban trains

CHENNAI: Feb 17 (IANS) Southern Railway has announced 
that there will be changes in pattern of train services due to com-
plete track renewal work between Minjur and Gummidipoondi 
from February 16 to April 28. The current changes apply from 
February 18 to March 18. MMC-Gummidipundi EMU (train 
no.42001), scheduled to leave at 12.15am will run only till Minjur, 
MMC-Sulurpeta EMU (42401 ) scheduled to leave at 4.20am will 
run from Gummidipundi and Sullurpeta only, Gummidipundi-
MMC EMU (42002) scheduled to leave at 2.45am will run from 
Minjur to MMC only. A passenger special EMU will be run from 
MMC to Gummidipundi starting at 4.35am. Following changes 
will be made in suburban train services pattern on every Sun-
day from February 19 to April 23. Fully cancelled EMU services 
are MMCGummidipundi EMU (train no. 42017), scheduled to 
leave at 11.35am, MMCGummidipundi EMU, (42019) scheduled 
to leave at 12.10pm, GummidipundiMMC EMU (42028), sched-
uled to leave at 2.40pm and Gummidipundi-MMC EMU, (42030) 
scheduled to leave at 3.15pm. A passenger special EMU will be 
run from MMC to Gummidipundi starting at 4.35am. Following 
changes will be made in suburban train services pattern on every 
Sunday from February 19 to April 23. The following trains will be 
rescheduled: MMCSulurpeta EMU (train no.42413), scheduled to 
leave at 12.40pm and SulurpetaMMC EMU (42414), scheduled to 
leave at 3.10pm will be late by 30 minutes.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 
Feb 17 (IANS) The vigilance 
and anti-corruption bureau 
has sought more time to sub-
mit the final report in the bar 
bribery case probe involving 
former finance minister K M 
Mani, on which the agency is 
continuing its probe on the in-

structions of the court.
The agency, which submit-

ted a report on the current 
position of the case before the 
vigilance court here on Thurs-
day, said that the final report 
will be submitted by March 
31. The agency reasoned that 
the probe report is getting 

delayed as the forensic report 
from Ahmadabad forensic 
laboratory has not yet been 
received.

The agency also informed 
the court that since deputy 
superintendent of police Naj 
mal Hassan, who was probing 
the case, had gone on leave, 
another officer is probing the 
case now. The court had earli-
er directed the agency to con-
tinue probe against Mani after 
considering an intimation 
before the court by vigilance 
special investigation unit SP 
R Sukeshan, who had earlier 
probed the case, that he had 
not considered certain facts in 
his earlier probe.

Though the court ordered 
continuation of the probe, 
the probe was handed over to 
Najmal Hassan after Sukesan 
requested the vigilance direc-
tor to exclude him from the 
responsibility.

Chennai, Feb 17 (IANS) 
The runaway success of Vi-
jay Deverakonda starrer 
Telugu indie comedy “Pel-
lichoopulu” has helped the 
actor’s upcoming release 
“Arjun Reddy” gain a lot of 
attention, its director Sand-
eep Vanga said. Talking 
about the positive impact of 
“Pellichoopulu” on his film, 
Sandeep told IANS: “The 
success of ‘Pellichoopulu’ 
has raised the stakes of our 
film and has made it big, in 
terms of anticipation. With 
the release of the film’s teas-

er, the buzz has only multi-
plied.”  The teaser of “Arjun 
Reddy”, which was released 
earlier this week, has been 
received very well. 

The film features Vijay as a 
medical surgeon and it also 
stars Shalini, Jia Sharma, 
Sanjay Swaroop and Gopi-
nath Bhat.  “It’s an emo-
tional love story set against 
the backdrop of a medical 
college,” Sandeep said. 

Calling it a contemporary 
and urban love story, Sand-
eep says the film will stand 
out for its very realistic treat-
ment. The film is titled after 
the lead character’s name. 

“This is a character-driven 
story and what more could 
be a convincing title than 
my hero’s name itself. Titles 
are very important to create 
pre-release buzz and such 
a powerful title will get eas-
ily registered in audiences’ 
minds,” he said.

Bengaluru, Feb 17 (IANS) India’s 
wildlife has some serious lessons in 
co-existence to offer to the human 
beings who seem to be busy finding 

ways to keep one another out. Re-
searchers have found that three car-
nivores -- tigers, leopards, and dholes 
(Asian wild dog) -- seemingly in direct 
competition with one another, are liv-
ing side by side in the Indian wild with 
surprisingly little conflict. Usually, big 
cats and wild canids live in different 
locations to avoid each other.  Yet in 
four relatively small reserves in India’s 
wildlife-rich Western Ghats region, 
researchers from the Wildlife Conser-
vation Society (WCS) have found that 
they are co-existing, despite compet-
ing for much of the same prey, includ-
ing sambar deer, chital, and pigs.  “Ti-
gers, leopards, and dholes are doing 
a delicate dance in these protected 

areas, and all are manging to survive,” 
said Ullas Karanth, WCS Director for 
Science in Asia and lead author of the 
study.  Using dozens of non-invasive 
camera traps for sampling entire wild 
life, rather than track a handful of in-
dividuals, the research team recorded 
some 2,500 images of the three preda-
tors in action.  The authors found 
that in reserves with an abundance of 
prey, dholes, the wild dogs, which are 
active during the day, did not come in 
much contact with the more noctur-
nal tigers and leopards.  But in Bhadra 
Reserve in Karnataka where prey was 
scarcer, their active times overlapped, 
yet dholes still managed to avoid the 
big cats.   In Nagarahole National 

Park in Karnataka, a park teeming 
with all three carnivores and their 
prey, leopards actively try to avoid 
tigers.  Overall, these carnivores have 
developed smart adaptations to coex-
ist, even while they exploit the same 
prey base, the study published in the 
journal Proceedings of the Royal So-
ciety B said.  “We were surprised to 
see how each species has remarkably 
different adaptations to prey on dif-
ferent prey sizes, use different habi-
tat types and be active at different 
times,” Karanth said.  Both tigers and 
dholes are classified as Endangered 
by International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature (IUCN). much contact 
with the more nocturnal tigers and 
leopards. The authors found that in 
reserves with an abundance of prey, 
dholes, the wild dogs, which are ac-
tive during the day, did not come in 
much contact with the more noctur-
nal tigers and leopards.

India’s tigers living peacefully 
with leopards and wild dogs

‘Pellichoopulu’ success has 
helped ‘Arjun Reddy’ 

gain attention

‘Sasikala’ biopic will 
be unimaginably 

shocking: 
Ram Gopal Varma

BJP denies ‘secret pact’ with 
CPI-M in Lavalin case

Chennai, Feb 17 (IANS) Maverick filmmak-
er Ram Gopal Varma, popularly known as 
RGV, on Friday said his upcoming multilin-
gual biopic on late Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
J. Jayalalithaa’s close aide V.K Sasikala will be 
“unimaginably shocking”.  Sasikala is cur-
rently serving a four-year jail term after being 
found guilty in disproportionate assets case.  
Talking about the project which has been 
titled “Sasikala”, Varma tweeted: “ ‘Sasikala’ 
is going to be the story of what happened be-
hind and in front of Sasikala and only Man-
argudi mafia members will understand this.”  
He went on to add that Sasikala is, “Don Vito 
Corleone of the Manargudi mafia family. She 
doesn’t even offer for you to refuse.”  Varma 
said he will show the true relationship be-
tween Jayalalithaa and Sasikala in his film.  
“Truth behind Jayalalithaa and Sasikala re-
lationship, from what Poes Garden servants 
told me, is unimaginably shocking and I will 
show it in my film,” he wrote.  Known for 
helming movies on real life incidents, Varma 
had previously said that aSasikala’ is going to 
be a very, very sincere from the heart Tamil-
ian love story and absolutely nothing to with 
fictional non-politics.  Varma is currently 
busy filming the third installment of the pop-
ular crime thriller franchise “Sarkar” and it 
features megastar Amitabh Bachchan, Yami 
Gautam and Manoj Bajpayee in pivotal roles.

Personally getting involved to release 
‘Vishwaroopam 2’: Kamal Haasan

VACB seeks more time 
to probe bar bribery case



Nation 5Indian Horizon
Saturday, February 18, 2017

AAP should withdraw salary 
hike Bill: Manoj Tiwari

New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) the BJP on Friday attacked the 
Delhi government after the Centre returned the proposed 
bill to hike salaries of MLAs and demanded its withdrawal.

“Now that the central government has returned the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) government’s Bill to raise the salaries 
of MLAs and ministers. It will be better if (Delhi Chief Min-
ister) Arvind Kejriwal government withdraws it,” Delhi 
Bharatiya Janata Party President Manoj Tiwari said in a 
statement. Tiwari alleged that Kejriwal government in its 
“ego spree wrongly passed the Bill raising the salaries of its 
MLAs last year despite strong protest by people of Delhi”.

The BJP leader’s remarks came after the Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) returned a bill to Delhi government 
and sought clarification on suggesting a hike of nearly 400 
per cent in the existing salaries and perks for AAP MLAs.

“Centre has rightly asked for justification for the proposed 400 
per cent salary hike for MLAs. It will be better if Kejriwal govern-
ment concentrates on Public Welfare Work,” Tiwari, who is also a 
BJP MP from northeast Delhi added.

Legislators, tribal groups await 
Zeliang’s return to Nagaland
 Kohima, Feb 17 (IANS) Normalcy was noticed in this Na-

galand state capital on Friday after tribal groups partially 
suspended their indefinite shutdown after Chief Minister 
T.R. Zeliang sought a few more days to step down.

“We have partially suspended our agitation in view of 
the assurance given by the Chief Minister for his step-
ping down and his appeal to us to give him two to three 
more days in order to ensure smooth transition of office 
and in the larger interest of the state,” Nagaland Tribal 
Action Committee (NTAC) convener K.T. Vilie told IANS.

But the NTAC still imposed the shutdown of govern-
ment offices and a ban on plying of government vehicles 
till Zeliang put in his papers.

“If the Chief Minister failed to return to Kohima latest 
by Sunday (February 19), the NTAC will have no other 
choice but to resort to a fast-unto-death public rally in 
Kohima to force him to resign,” Vilie said.

On Thursday, Governor P.B. Acharya and Zeliang left 
for New Delhi from Dimapur after 42 of the 49 Naga Peo-
ple’s Front legislators “unanimously supported” their 
party supremo Shurhozelie Liezietsu to take over from 
Zeliang as the new legislature party leader.

India’s only active volcano 
erupted in January: Scientists
 Panaji, Feb 17 (IANS) India’s only active volcano, the Barren Is-

lands volcano, located in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, erupt-
ed for about four hours in January this year, say scientists attached 
to the Goa-based National Institute of Oceanography (NIO).

According to a statement issued by the Press Information Bu-
reau on Friday, quoting an account of the NIO research team 
which was in the vicinity of the volcano on January 23, the volca-
no emitted red lava fountains and samples of volcanic ash have 
been collected for testing and research.

“The team moved about one mile from the volcano, which is 
located on an uninhibited island, and began closely observing it. 
The volcano was erupting in small episodes lasting about five to 
10 minutes. During the daytime only ash clouds were observed,” 
the statement said.

It added that after sundown, however, the team observed red 
lava fountains spewing from the crater into the atmosphere and 
hot lava flows streaming down the slopes of the volcano. 

The NIO research team sailing on the vessel RV Sindhu Sank-
alp was led by Abhay Mudholkar.

“They have sampled the sediments and water in the vicinity 
of the volcano and recovered coal-like black pyroclastic material 
representing proximal volcanic ejecta,” the statement read.

It said, “Clouds were seen at the crater mouth where the 
smoke was bellowing out in an otherwise clear sky. These sam-
ples will help in deciphering the nature of the present and past 
volcanic activity in the region.” 

The statement added that the team did not land on the island 
because it was deemed to be “too dangerous”.

Bedlam in Tripura assembly 
after Governor refuses 

customary speech

NRL exports wax to Indonesia, 

Dominican Republic

Agartala, Feb 17 (IANS) The 
opening day of the month-long 
budget session of the Tripura as-
sembly on Friday witnessed un-
precedented noisy scenes after 
the Governor refused to read the 
entire text of the written speech, 
drafted by the Left Front ministry.

The bedlam began when Gov-
ernor Tathagata Roy told the 
members of the Tripura assem-
bly that he would read only some 
portions of the 32-page budget 
speech.

Protesting the Governor’s as-
sertion, opposition Trinamool 
Congress (TMC) MLAs backed 
by Congress legislators rushed to 
the speaker’s podium and shout-
ed slogans calling the Governor 
“agent of RSS”, besides “go back 
governor”, “hai hai governor”.

Undeterred, the governor read 
out five/six pages of the 32-page 
speech before leaving the house 
within half an hour.

Later, TMC leader Sudip Roy 
Barman and Congress MLA 
Ratan Lal Nath separately told 
media persons that the Governor 
insulted the people of the state 
by not reading the full text of the 
customary speech.

“Roy did not read the en-
tire text of the speech as in the 
speech there is criticism of the 
BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party) 
-led government at the Centre,” 
Barman said. Nath said: “By an-
nouncing that he would not read 
the entire text of the speech, the 

Governor breached the custom-
ary practice of the assembly.” 

“The Governor has parroted the 
political line of the ruling CPI-M 
(Communist Party of India-Marx-
ist) in his speech,” said Nath, for-
mer opposition leader (Congress) 
who recently held a meeting with 
the state BJP president Biplab 
Kumar Deb fuelling speculation 
about his joining the party.

He said: “We cannot really 
blame him as he is constitu-
tionally bound to read out the 
speech drafted and approved 
by the state cabinet. Governor 
has no freedom of choice in this 
regard.” The speech read out 
by the Governor, as expected, 
highlighted the success of the 
state government and expressed 
concern at the proliferation of 
communal tension and rising 
intolerance in different parts of 
the country.

“States now find no place to 
voice their concern and prob-
lems and seek relief from the 
central government,” said the 
Governor adding that funds 
meant for MGNREGA has been 
falling. The speech read that de-
monetisation has paralysed fi-
nancial transactions, as over 85 
per cent of the currency in circu-
lation has been rendered illegal 
in one stroke. “It has caused im-
mense hardships to the common 
people. The peasantry and work-
ing class are the worst sufferers 
of this move.” 

Guwahati, Feb 15 (IANS) The Numaligarh 
Refinery Limited (NRL) in Assam is now ex-
porting its high quality wax to Indonesia and 
Dominican Republic, said a NRL spokes-
man on Wednesday.

A 40-tonne export consignment of Fully 
Refined Paraffin Wax (FRPW) was flagged 
off to the two countries from NRL’s Market-
ing Terminal on Wednesday, he said.

“With this, total exports of Paraffin Wax 
from NRL’s wax plant stands at 2,172 
tonnes,” the spokesman said. NRL had earli-
er exported its wax to eight countries -- Mex-
ico, Kenya, Nepal, Bangladesh, Nicaragua, 
Thailand, Hong Kong (China) and Brazil. 

The company is also exploring opportuni-
ties of exporting wax to a few other countries 
in the near future. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi dedicated NRL’s wax plant to the na-
tion on February 5 last year.

The 50,000-tonne plant was commis-
sioned in March 2015 at a cost of Rs 676 
crore and it is the country’s largest wax 
producing unit with indigenous technol-
ogy developed by the Indian Institute of 
Petroleum-Dehradun, Engineers India Ltd 
and the NRL. “Since the commissioning of 
the wax plant, the NRL has emerged as the 
largest manufacturer and marketer of wax in 
the country,” the spokesman added.

New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) Mani-
pur Governor Najma Heptulla on 
Friday said she found it strange 
when she was assigned indepen-
dent charge of the Ministry of 
Minority Affairs, saying she never 
thought she was minority.

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
must have thought somebody 
from the Northeast should be giv-
en the portfolio of Minority Affairs 
Ministry. I asked Modi-ji why he 
was assigning me that ministry. I 
told him that I am not minority,” 
she said.

She was speaking at the inau-
guration of the Institute of Bio-
resources and Sustainable De-
velopment (IBSD) Kalindi Centre 
for Women Entrepreneurship in 
Northeast at Kalindi College here.

She said: “Before that day, I was 
never made to feel that I was minor-
ity. I always thought I am an Indian. 
I am proud of it. I was born in this 
country. We are so similar despite 
diversity and that is our strength.” 

Heptulla also spoke about wom-
en empowerment and stressed on 
the importance of co-educational 
institutions for the overall devel-
opment of girls. 

“After completing my class 10, 
my grandfather told me to go to 
an all girls’ college in the capital. 
My aunt said that she would rath-

er have me close to her in a co-ed 
than send me so far to Delhi,” she 
said. 

She said girls should be con-
fident and should learn to be 
around the opposite sex. “They 
should be educated with men to 
know how to behave in the society 
that comprises of both men and 
women,” Heptulla said. 

She gave her own example to ex-
plain how the advanced values of 
a family can empower its women. 

“Even 100 years ago, my family 
used to emphasise on the educa-
tion of girls. Having being brought 
up in such an environment, it was 
never difficult for me to think that 
women have the power to run the 
world. I could always understand 
that there is no difference between 
men and women,” she explained. 

She further added: “When I be-
came Deputy Chairman of the 
Rajya Sabha in 1998, there were 
only 8-10 women in the house. 
So, I could handle it because I was 
confident.” 

“Old times were different when 
men would go to war because of 
their physical strength and wom-
en would stay back at homes. Now 
in wars also, you require to press a 
single button to attack the enemy. 
The world runs through brains not 
physical power,” she said. 

Jammu, Feb 17 (IANS) Ap-
parently irked over change 
of his portfolio, senior Peo-
ples Democratic Party leader 
Basharat Bukhari on Friday 
resigned from Chief Minister 
Mehbooba Mufti’s cabinet.

Chief minister Mufti on Fri-
day re-inducted Altaf Bukhari, 
legislator from Amira Kadal, 
into her Council of Ministers.

Consequent upon the induc-
tion of Altaf Bukhari, who has 
been assigned the education 
portfolio, Basharat Bukhari 
was assigned the horticulture 

portfolio.Chief minister Mufti 
on Friday re-inducted Altaf 
Bukhari, legislator from Amira 
Kadal, into her Council of Min-
isters.

Consequent upon the induc-
tion of Altaf Bukhari, who has 
been assigned the education 
portfolio, Basharat Bukhari 
was assigned the horticulture 
portfolio.

Basharat Bukhari held relief, 
rehabilitation and revenue 
portfolio till the reshuffle.

Mufti has now assigned re-
lief, rehabilitation and revenue 

portfolio to A.R. Veeri, who 
held the public works portfolio 
rrlier.

Basharat Bukhari confirmed 
that he has sent resignation 
letter to the Chief Minister, de-
tailing the reasons behind his 
decision to quit.

Basharat Bukhari represents 
the north Kashmir Sangrama 
constituency in the 87-mem-
ber state legislative assembly.

There has been no word so 
far from the Chief Minister’s 
Office on if the resignation has 
been accepted.

Ranchi, Feb 17 (IANS) 
MoUs worth more than Rs 
3 lakh crore were signed 
by nine departments of the 
Jharkhand government on 
Friday, the second and con-
cluding day of the Global 
Investors Summit here, an 
official said.

“Nine departments have 
signed 209 proposal MoUs 
worth Rs 3,03,987 crore with 
different companies. This 
will create 2,09,176 direct 
employment and 3,92,150 

indirect employment,” a 
statement of the Jharkhand 
government here said.

The MoU of the highest 
amount has been signed by 
the Department of Indus-
tries, Mines and Geology 
worth Rs 2,10,505 crore. A 
total of 121 proposals have 
been signed by this depart-
ment and this will create 
67,519 direct employment 
opportunities. The MoU 
of the highest amount has 
been signed by the Depart-

ment of Industries, Mines 
and Geology worth Rs 
2,10,505 crore. A total of 121 
proposals have been signed 
by this department and this 
will create 67,519 direct em-
ployment opportunities. 

The Department of Urban 
Development and Housing 
follows next with proposals 
worth Rs 38,320 crore signed, 
while Department of Energy 
signed proposals worth Rs 
37,150 crore. The other depart-
ments, which signed MoUs 

include Agriculture, Animal 
Husbandry and Cooperative 
worth Rs 1,900 cores; Health, 
Medical Education and Family 
Welfare worth Rs 2,060 crore; 
Higher and Technical Educa-
tion worth Rs 3,231 crore and 
IT and e-Governance worth Rs 
8,499 crore.

Besides those from India, 
more than 9,000 delegates 
attended the event from 
partner countries -- Japan, 
Czech Republic, Tunisia 
and Mongolia -- as well as 
from 28 other nations such 
as Australia, the US, Britain, 
Russia, China, Singapore, 
Saudi Arabia, UAE, Italy, and 
Pakistan, among others.

Mumbai, Feb 17 (IANS) Industrialist 
Rajiv Bajaj on Friday blamed the gov-
ernment’s demonetisation drive for 
causing a double-digit de-growth for 
the industry and job losses.

“The experience of Bajaj (Auto) has 
been no different from that of the in-
dustry as far as the demonetisation is 
concerned,” Bajaj, who is the Manag-
ing Director of two- and three-wheeler 
major Bajaj Auto, told NDTV Profit in an 
interview. 

“It (demonetisation) has hit us hard, 
whether it is the motorcycle industry or 
the three-wheeler industry. Especially 
so for the three-wheeler industry which 
is cash dependent.”

“There has been a double-digit de-
growth of the industry purely and di-
rectly as a result of this (demonetisa-
tion). I am personally, surprised that 
not enough people are standing up and 
saying anything.” “There has been a 
double-digit de-growth of the industry 
purely and directly as a result of this 
(demonetisation). I am personally, sur-
prised that not enough people are stand-
ing up and saying anything.” “There 
has been a double-digit de-growth of 
the industry purely and directly as a 
result of this (demonetisation). I am 
personally, surprised that not enough 
people are standing up and saying any-
thing.” “There has been a double-digit 
de-growth of the industry purely and 

directly as a result of this (demoneti-
sation). I am personally, surprised that 
not enough people are standing up and 
saying anything.” 

Besides de-growth, Bajaj blamed de-
monetisation for job losses.

“A large supplier of mine who sup-
plies to Bajaj and others like Yamaha 
and Honda told me in December that 
he alone had to let go 3,000 people as 
a result of downturn in demand across 
all his customers,” Bajaj pointed out.“A 
large supplier of mine who supplies to 
Bajaj and others like Yamaha and Hon-
da told me in December that he alone 
had to let go 3,000 people as a result of 
downturn in demand across all his cus-
tomers,” Bajaj pointed out.

A day earlier, Bajaj had termed the 
demonetisation drive as a “wrong” idea.

“If the idea (demonetisation) is not 
working, don’t blame execution. I think 
your idea itself is wrong,” Bajaj said at 
the annual Nasscom leadership forum 
which was held here on Thursday.

On November 8, 2016, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi announced the demon-
etisation of Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 curren-
cy notes. These were replaced by new 
notes of Rs 500 and Rs 2,000 denomi-
nation notes. As per the data available 
with the Reserve Bank of India, 84 per 
cent worth of total currency under cir-
culation at the time of November 8 an-
nouncement was demonetised.

Never thought I was 
minority: Najma Heptulla

PDP leader Basharat Bukhari resigns 
from J&K cabinet

Jharkhand signs MoUs worth 
Rs 3 lakh crore at Investors 

Demonetisation caused de-growth, 
job losses: Rajiv Bajaj
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The European Union Ambassador to India, Mr. Tomasz Kozlowski calling on the 
Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change (Independent 

Charge), Shri Anil Madhav Dave, in New Delhi on February 17, 2017. PIB
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We have discussed the election issues of al-

most all parts of India, which are being tested 

on the election field. Now remain some relevant 

comments to point out that Manipur`s peculiar-

ity and issues have to be taken care of as it is 

a new state joined to India, when we discuss 

the election situation that will be faced by the 

Congress and BJP. Infact, neither Congress nor 

BJP have any inner intimate understanding and 

relationship with the characteristics of Manipur 

culture and its political problem. It has become 

a common characteristic of both the parties not 

to deal with the peculiarity of Manipur. Unless 

they show their understanding of Manipur`s 

peculiar conditions to resolve their acute prob-

lems the state has been facing since it become 

a part of Indian territory, they cannot approach 

the electorate with understanding and an open 

heart. It is obvious from the campaigns carried 

out by Congress and BJP that the main basic 

problems of Manipur have not been touched 

on as yet, though Manipur is an Indian terri-

tory, it needs specific understanding to resolve 

the problems of Manipur. The campaigns car-

ried out by both the parties do not show that 

they understand the deeper problems of Ma-

nipur since its integration. Election is the only 

time when the political parties seek support 

from the electorate, but it appears that their ap-

proach has not touched Manipurian`s heart and 

soul, so that they truly become an integrated 

part of India. They still remain with their pecu-

liar identity, but their inner problems have not 

yet been touched upon and have not found any 

satisfactory method in which the integration of 

Manipur culture into India has been taken care 

of. We have no reports of the candidates, who 

have made a right and appealing approach to 

the electorate. There seems to be a gap be-

tween Manipur culture and the general view 

of political parties. We strongly feel that this is 

not the right approach for any territory of sep-

arate character to acquire right sentiments to 

participate in Indian political culture. It is upto 

both parties to probe these two points and as-

sure them that they will take up the cause and 

problems of Manipur in the coming time.                  

by Vatsal sriVastaVa

China has long been labelled 
a currency manipulator, 
having an unfair advantage 

in the global export arena. How-
ever, these allegations have never 
stopped Beijing from intervening 
in the currency markets at will, 
without taking into consideration 
the negative spillover effects on FX 
volatility and global trade.

But now it seems that US Presi-
dent Donald Trump is all set to 
unleash a new tactical strategy 
on China and its currency policy. 
There has been no official an-
nouncement on this matter out of 
the White House as yet, but it is 
extremely likely that the author of 
“The Art of the Deal” will start de-
ploying his hardball approach on 
China soon.

The US Trade Facilitation and 
Trade Enforcement Act of 2015 
uses three “assessment factors” for 
labelling a country as a currency 
manipulator. They are: 

* It has a material bilateral trade 
surplus with the US, which the 
Treasury has currently set at a 
nominal value of $20 billion.
* It has a material current account 
(CA) surplus, which the Treasury 
sets at a benchmark cutoff of 
three per cent of the GDP.
* It engages in persistent one-
sided intervention in the foreign 

exchange market, which the US 
describes as being more than 
two per cent of its GDP over the 
year. 

China meets the first two condi-
tions but due to the unreliable na-
ture of foreign exchange data out of 
the country, it is hard to determine 
whether the third condition holds 
or not.  India, of course, by the vir-
tue of its current account deficit is 
not on this list.

It is important to note that label-
ling China (or any other country 
for that matter) as a currency ma-
nipulator doesn’t carry much teeth 
under law unless it can be reinter-
preted as an unfair subsidy. Thus, it 
would be fair to assume that the US 
Commerce Secretary would now 
designate currency manipulation 
as an unfair subsidy. This would 
potentially open doors for US im-
posing countervailing duties/tar-
iffs which would then be outside 
of the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) framework. While WTO has 

rules against subsidies, the rules 
do not encompass currency ma-
nipulation. Such a move would 
be a big departure from the norm 
and would give US additional ar-
senal for trade negotiation; it may 
also lead to an escalation of WTO 
dispute filings and retaliation if US 
follows through on this threat. 

More importantly, this could 
influence trade and FX policy in 
some countries as a pre-emptive 
move to counteract this US policy 
shift. The article also says that US 
would no longer single out China 
but that its measures related to cur-
rency would apply to “other coun-
tries” as well. Japan, South Korea, 
Thailand and Vietnam are all at risk 
amongst the Asian economies. 

It would be interesting to see the 
price action in the global currency 
markets and China’s response to 
these potential actions. One can 
only hope that The Donald does 
not ignite a global currency war.
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Will donald trump take on the Chinese yuan? 

by rohit sriVastaVa & anjali ojha

While efforts are underway 
to extend the range of the 
land-based BrahMos su-

personic cruise missile, test-firing 
of the air-launched version from 
fighter aircraft is due in the next 
few months, a top official has said.

“We have carried out drop tests 
of the missile from the Sukhoi-30 
fighter and analysed the data ob-
tained from those tests. The most 
crucial phase of the programme is 
the live test-firing of the weapon 
which we plan to conduct over the 
next 3-4 months,” Sudhir Kumar 
Mishra, Chief Executive Officer 
and Managing Director of Brah-
Mos Aerospace, an Indo-Russian 
joint venture, told IANS in an in-
terview.

“We plan to conduct two test-
firings -- one against a land target 
and another against a sea-based 
target,” Mishra said.

“Once we successfully complete 
the two live test-firings, it would be 
ready for induction in the IAF (In-
dian Air Force),” he added. On de-

ployment, the IAF will be able to hit 
targets deep inside enemy territory 
from stand-off ranges, especially if 
the targets are well-protected by 
air defence batteries.

On June 25 last year, a Sukhoi 
SU-30MKI staged a flyby at the 
Nashik facility of Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited with a BrahMos 
missile attached to hardpoints be-
tween its undercarriage flaps.

Mishra hoped that both tests of 
the air-launched version will be 
over by the end of this year.

The range of the BrahMos mis-
sile will be increased to 450 km and 
a test is likely around March 10, 
DRDO Chief S. Christopher said in 

Bengaluru on Wednesday.
He said a change in the software 

will be needed, after which the mis-
sile will be tested for an enhanced 
range of 450 km.

“We will tentatively test it around 
March 10,” he said.

Besides this, the DRDO is also 
developing a second version of the 
BrahMos missile which will have a 
range of 800 km.

This missile, Christopher said, is 
likely to be developed over the next 
two-and-a-half years.

The Indian Army has already 
inducted three regiments of Brah-
Mos in its arsenal. All are equipped 
with Block-III version of the mis-

sile, which was tested last May.
The land-attack version of Brah-

Mos has been operationalised in 
the Indian Army since 2007.

The fire-and-forget BrahMos has 

the capability to take on surface-
based targets by flying a combined 
hi-lo trajectory, thus evading en-
emy air defence systems.

Inclusion of the powerful weap-
on system in the Indian Army has 
given it a distinct operational ad-
vantage to knock down any enemy 
target even in the most difficult 
and hidden terrain.

The BrahMos missile, with a 
range of 290 km and a Mach 2.8 
speed, is capable of being launched 
from land, sea and sub-sea against 
sea and land targets. BrahMos is a 
joint venture between DRDO of In-
dia and NPOM of Russia.
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‘tests soon of air-launched 
BrahMos cruise missile’

by anand singh 

Seven decades after indepen-
dence, residents of a large 
number of villages in Tilhar 

constituency here in Uttar Pradesh 
continue making one key demand: 
better and macadamised roads.

They complain that nothing has 
changed even as they have time 
and again reposed their faith in 
their representatives they have 
chosen in election after election.

In the absence of good road con-
nectivity, they complain they can't 
bring their agricultural produce to 
the bigger markets on time or send 
their children to schools to other 
towns for higher education. "There 
is no road between Khudaganj and 

Tilhar. We have to go through this 
potholed, pebbled roads every 
day," Malti Devi, 62, told IANS. 

Seated in a shared auto-rickshaw 
on a three-hour bumpy ride, Malti 
Devi said she wanted to buy medi-
cines for her pregnant daughter-
in-law from Tilhar, about 25 km 
away from her village. This road, 
she said, has been like this forever. 

"It takes me around three hours 
to reach Tilhar in an autorickshaw. 
And if there is a medical emergency 
in the village, carrying a patient to 
the Tilhar hospital is challenging.

"And during rainy season, one 
cannot even walk on the road." The 
backwardness of the area is strik-
ing although Tilhar is located on 

the Delhi-Shahjahanpur highway 
and has rail connectivity too. Sha-
keel Khan, a resident of Khudaganj, 
said the problem was no better in 
about 90 nearby villages in the re-
gion. "I don't remember when this 
road was last repaired."

Khan alleged that the outgoing 
legislator, Raushan Lal Verma of 
the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), 
who has now joined the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), had always ne-
glected their problems.  Verma 
has been their representative for 
the last 10 years. Imran Khan, the 
muncipal body chairman in Tilhar, 
said the legislator "hasn't done any 
work in the last 10 years". Khan 
said caste equations played a more 

important role in the execution of 
work by the MLA.  "If we complain 
about lack of development, he 
would curtly tell us: 'Go to that per-
son you voted for.' He knows who 
voted for him and who didn't."

Sumit Kumar Singh, another co-
passenger in the auto-rickshaw, 
said Verma would question visitors 
whom they voted for in the previ-
ous election. Ironically, the issue 
of better roads don't seem to find 
mention in the high voltage elec-
tioneering in the constituency, 
where the main contest appears to 
be between the two-time MP and 
Congress leader Jitin Prasada and 
BJP's Verma.  The BSP is also in the 
race but is running, by popular ac-
count, at the third spot. 

Tilhar votes on Wednesday.
ians

in UP, villages still cry for roads

by Vishal gulati 

Animals in the wild mostly 
avoid any encounters with 
humans - and when they do 

attack people, it is usually in self-
defence, says legendary field biolo-
gist George Schaller.

And it would be wrong to declare 
tigers and leopards that attack hu-
mans as "man-eaters", Schaller, 
who believes he's still young at 83, 
told IANS in an interview.

Thus, there is a need for training 
the communities settled on the pe-
riphery of wildlife parks and sanc-
tuaries because the wild animals 
-- be it the tiger or the leopard or 
the elephant -- don't want trouble 
from the humans, said Schaller, 
who attended a two-day nature 
conservation biology workshop at 
Great Himalayan National Park's 
camp office here in Kullu district of 
Himachal Pradesh.

"And if a tiger is a man-eater, 
then its killing is certain," he add-
ed. German-born Schaller, who de-

voted six decades to conservation 
of wildcats and their ecosystems, 
is currently the Vice President of 
Panthera, an organisation founded 
in 2006 for conserving the animals.

Schaller, who is wild at heart, 
said in India -- a storehouse of bio-
diversity -- development is a big 
issue. "India is saying it's doing a 
lot for the preservation of wildlife. 
But it is really disturbing that 200 
sq km of forest area of the Panna 
tiger reserve (in Madhya Pradesh) 
which is being diverted for non-
forest purposes. After the 1990s, 
the country's image in preserving 
forests is going down," said the 
biologist-cum-author, who trav-
elled to Central Africa to study the 
mountain gorilla when he was 25.

It is greed and corruption that 
threaten nature more. The prob-
lem, in fact, across the globe is that 
oil, mining and timber companies 
are prepared to pay anything to 
operate in sensitive areas. Sadly, 
governments and officials suc-

cumb to their pressures. "I know 
people (supposed conservation-
ists) who prefer to sit in their of-
fices (rather than go into the field). 
Conservation has not to do only 
with animals. It also has to do with 
economics and politics."

Schaller, who has studied wild-
life in several reserve forests and 
national parks in India, said the 
Jim Corbett National Park in Ut-
tarakhand is the most vulnerable 
to poaching for international trade 
owing to its proximity to the Nepal 
border, a major trade link to the 
Chinese traditional medicine mar-
ket. Estimates say India supports 
the highest population of tigers in 
the wild, accounting for 2,226 of 
the estimated 3,890 worldwide.

Schaller, who has worked for 
nearly two decades on studying 
endemic wildlife in the Tibetan 
Plateau, said the snow leopard 
also needs protection from pas-
toral communities. "The Spiti 
Valley (in Himachal Pradesh) and 

the Hemis National Park (in Jam-
mu and Kashmir) support a good 
population of the snow leopard," 
said Schaller, who spent most of 
his time in the field in Asia, Africa 
and South America.

"They are beautiful and majestic 
animals that rarely attack humans. 
They attack only when the villag-
ers attack them with sticks. I have 
spent nights in their habitat and 
they passed my sleeping bag."

"Man-animal conflicts are 
more a social issue. For the con-
servation of the wildlife, you 
need cooperation of the local 
communities," he said.

Apart from the Spiti Valley, the 
state's Pin Valley National Park, 
which Schaller trekked in three-
four years ago, the Kibber Wild-
life Sanctuary, the Great Himala-
yan National Park and the Pangi 
and Bharmour areas of Chamba 
district have a sizable population 
of the snow leopard.

ians

Wild animals don't want trouble from 
humans: Biologist George Schaller

Manipur candidates must 
learn to represent their 
people appropriately 
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Income and 
InequalIty

By SuSHanSHu Ranjan

ECONOMIC inequality is rising day by day 
the world over. It is the biggest cause of 
worry for economists and policy makers. 

Disturbing figures keep tumbling out of different 
researches conducted by different bodies.  One 
such figure is that 1 per cent of the affluent in-
dividuals of the world are in possession of more 
than the remaining 99 per cent, and the top .1 per 
cent own more than the 90 per cent from below. 
According to a report of Oxfam International, “An 
Economy For the 1%”, 62 wealthiest people of the 
world own half its assets. Curbing this inequality 
is a daunting challenge. 

In case of India, this canker acquires a more hid-
eous proportion. According to a report of “New 
World Health”, India is the second most unequal 
country in the world after Russia in terms of dis-
tribution of wealth. In Russia, 62 per cent of the 
total wealth is in the hands of the few moneybags, 
while Japan is the most equitable country where 
only 22 per cent of the nation’s assets are owned 
by the filthy rich.  This year’s Economic Survey has 
taken a serious note of the appalling conditions of 
India. Invoking the vision of Mahatma Gandhi, it 
has advocated the concept of Universal Basic In-
come (UBI), “Whose time, even if not ripe for im-
plementation, is ripe for serious discussion”. It has 
a whole chapter titled “Universal Basic Income: 
A Conversation With and Within the Mahatma”. 
Since the vision of Mahatma Gandhi has been in-
voked, it will be in the fitness of things to under-
stand what did Gandhi stand for. 

The Mahatma believed in the parity of salaries 
and wealth. In a letter to Viceroy Lord Irwin, dated 
March 2, 1930, he wrote about the inequality in in-
come, “Take your own salary. It is over Rs 21,000 
per month, besides many other indirect additions. 
The British Prime Minister gets £5,000 per year, 
that is over Rs 5,400 per month at the present rate 
of exchange. You are getting Rs 700 per day against 
India’s average income of less than two annas 
per day. The Prime minister gets Rs 180 per day 
against Great Britain’s average income of Rs 2 per 
day. Thus you are getting much over 5,000 times 
India’s average income. The British Prime Minis-
ter is getting only 90 times.” He, in fact, advocated 
for the equal salary for the king as well as for the 
scavenger as his (scavenger’s) work is no less im-
portant than that of king.

He was of the firm opinion that all wealth is 
socially produced as no Robinson Crusoe on a 
solitary island, be he a capitalist or a labourer, can 
generate wealth. So, he advocated the equal divi-
sion of socially produced wealth. His speech at 
the inauguration of the Banaras Hindu University 
on February 4, 1916 reflects on his thoughts: “The 
Maharaja who presided yesterday over our delib-
erations spoke about the poverty of India. Other 
speakers laid great stress upon it. But what did we 
witness in the great pandal in which the founda-
tion ceremony was performed by the Viceroy? 
Certainly a most gorgeous show, an exhibition 
of jewellery…compare with the richly bedecked 
noblemen the millions of the poor. And I feel like 
saying to those noblemen: There is no salvation for 
India unless you strip yourselves of this jewellery 
and hold it trust for your countrymen in India.” 

Even now we find a vulgar display of opulence 
in marriages when the filthy rich spend billions. 
His idea of trusteeship was a most revolutionary 
idea for ushering in an equitable society, free from 
exploitation. In his words, “My theory of trustee-
ship is no makeshift, certainly no camouflage. I am 
confident that it will survive all other theories. It 
has the sanction of philosophy and religion behind 
it…No other theory is compatible with non-vio-
lence.” However, none of his theories or ideas was 
subjected to such ridicule as “Trusteeship” was. 
This ridicule is quite natural when “sycophants of 
inequality” cry hoarse that rising inequality is an 
essential concomitant of economic growth. 

They feel that it will have a trickledown effect 
that will benefit the underprivileged. They have 
the audacity to argue that if the option of aggran-
dising unlimited wealth is closed, nobody will 
work or invest or do business. The idea of sup-
porting inequality for growth is not only revolting 
but also factually wrong as is evident from an IMF 
study of 2015: “We find an inverse relationship be-
tween the income share accruing to the rich (top 
20 per cent) and economic growth. 

If the income share of the top 20 per cent in-
creases by 1 percentage point, the GDP growth 
is actually 0.08 percentage point lower in the fol-
lowing five years, suggesting that the benefits do 
not trickle down. Instead, a similar increase in the 
income share of the bottom 20 per cent (the poor) 
is associated with 0.38 percentage point higher 
growth.” UBI is not a new idea. Switzerland re-
jected it last year. The Swiss government proposed 
to pay every adult citizen and long-term resident 
2,500 Swiss francs (Rs 1.75 lakh) per month as UBI 
to all, irrespective of their earnings. In the referen-
dum, the people rejected it as many were averse to 
the idea of giving people money for “doing noth-
ing”. Some conservatives were worried about its 
budgetary implications. 
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This year’s Economic Survey has tak-
en a serious note of the appalling con-
ditions of India. The government must 
do something to reduce the disparity 
in income and raise the standard living 
of the poor. Universal Basic Income 
may come as a great relief for the poor 
but it is not a permanent solution.

What happened to egypt’s muslim Brotherhood?
Internal ideological and political disagreements might lead to the break-up of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt.

By KHalIl al-ananI

Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood is in 
an abysmal state. The movement, 
which was for decades the most 

powerful opposition party in Egypt, is 
now facing tremendous challenges and 
struggles not only to survive, but also to 
maintain its unity and coherence.

The unprecedented repression and 
elimination policy of Abdel Fattah el-
Sisi’s regime against the movement has 
tremendously affected its influence and 
public image. However, the most signifi-
cant impact is on the movement’s inter-
nal organisation and integration. The 
Brotherhood has been largely paralysed 
and lost much of its organisational and 
mobilising capabilities.

Historically, a moderate level of repres-
sion would play in favour of the Brother-
hood, which utilises it to maintain soli-
darity and loyalty of its members.

The mihna (adversity) narrative, that is: 
the collective sentiment of victimisation 
and suffering under regime repression 
helped the Brotherhood to draw support 
from society and enabled the leadership 
to control the rank-and-file and sideline 
dissident voices.However, this narrative 
failed to achieve its mission after the re-
moval of the Brotherhood from power in 
July 2013. In fact, it led to opposite effect,s 
as young members are increasingly feel-
ing disenchanted with the movement’s 
old leadership.
Leadership rivalries and splits

Since the coup of 2013, the Brotherhood 
has seen myriad organisational, political 
and ideological divisions. Sisi’s repres-
sion has divided the movement and cre-
ated significant differences among mem-
bers over several issues, ranging from the 
position towards the regime to its politi-
cal, ideological and religious views. These 
divisions have shaped the Brotherhood’s 
strategy and tactics on how to respond to 

Sisi’s repression. Organisationally, with 
many of its senior members in prison and 
exile, the Brotherhood is facing a crisis of 
leadership. The gap between the older 
and younger leaders is increasing and af-
fecting the movement’s strategy.

Over the past three years, the Brother-
hood has been divided into two camps: 
the old and conservative leaders versus 
the young and revolutionary members. 
The latter have gained influence over the 
movement because of their tendency to 
confront the regime.

In February 2014, a few months af-
ter the Brotherhood was designated as 
a terrorist organisation, the movement 
witnessed an intense power struggle and 
divisions over who should lead the move-
ment and which strategy it should follow 
to respond to regime repression.

The new and relatively young leader-
ship formed a committee called “The 
High Administrative Committee” and 
was led by Mohamed Kamal, a former 
member of Brotherhood’s Guidance Bu-
reau who was assassinated by security 
forces last October. The new committee 
claimed leadership over the movement 

against veteran leaders such as Mah-
moud Ezzat, the acting General Guide of 
the Brotherhood, who is believed to be 
hiding in Egypt, Mahmoud Hussein, the 
secretary-general of the movement, and 
Ibrahim Munir, who was appointed Dep-
uty of the General Guide and has been in 
London since the late 1980s.

In December, the High Administrative 
Committee was dissolved and the forma-
tion of a new Guidance Bureau declared, 
which was rejected by the old leadership.

Also, for the first time in its history, the 
Brotherhood is divided between internal 
and external leadership. Senior members 
who fled to Turkey after the coup have 
formed a new office called the External 
Office to run and supervise the Brother-
hood’s members and activities overseas.

Exiled members of the Brotherhood 
are also divided between the old and new 
leadership. These divisions have cre-
ated many problems for the Brotherhood 
and affected its image, not only publicly 
but more importantly in the eyes of its 
members. Politically, the Brotherhood 
is divided on how to deal with regime 
repression and which strategy it should 

adopt to remain relevant. While the new 
leadership has adopted a confrontational 
and non-compromising position, the old 
leadership tends to accommodate regime 
repression and keeps the door open for 
bargaining and reconciliation with the 
regime. The new leadership of the Broth-
erhood finds support and appeal among 
young members, as they see it as more 
revolutionary and willing to challenge 
the regime. While the new leadership be-
lieves that reinstating ousted President 
Mohamed Morsi is a must and can’t be 
negotiated, the older leadership views 
this as a compromising issue.

Ideologically, despite the pragmatic 
and moderate views of the Brotherhood, 
the movement is witnessing some chang-
es in its ideological and religious views.

For example, the role of religion in 
shaping the Brotherhood’s strategy and 
tactics was less visible when it was includ-
ed in the political game. However, since 
the coup and the ensuing repression, the 
movement’s statements and discourse 
have become more conservative and 
zealously religious.

Nevertheless, despite the differences 
and divisions within the Brotherhood, 
the movement, at least until now, did not 
break apart or split, as happened in the 
case of the Jordanian Brotherhood. The 
movement in Jordan was broken up into 
two groups, and each one of them claims 
to be representing the Brotherhood.

To be sure, this is not the first time that 
the Brotherhood in Egypt has witnessed 
divisions, but it is the most significant 
and serious one so far. The current cri-
sis within the Brotherhood is likely to 
continue and escalate given the current 
circumstances. The movement is in a 
soul-searching moment and the critical 
question now is not whether it will break 
apart or not, but rather when.
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china needs a new grand strategy
Should Trump tear up trade deals and impose punitive tariffs, the existing global trading 

regime will unravel, with Beijing as one of the biggest casualties
By MInxIn PEI

The Cold War ended in December 
1991, when the Soviet Union dis-
integrated. The post-Cold War era 

ended in November 2016, when Donald 
Trump won the United States presidency. 
It is impossible to predict all of what the 
Trump era will bring, not least because of 
Trump’s own capriciousness. But some 
consequences are already apparent. In 
just a couple of weeks, Trump’s presiden-
cy has upended the key assumptions un-
derpinning China’s post-Cold War grand 
strategy.

The first assumption is ideological. The 
ostensible triumph of Western liberal de-
mocracy in 1989 imbued that system with 
a kind of dominance. It was therefore as-
sumed to pose an existential threat to the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP).

 In the economic realm, China expected 
continued Western leadership on eco-
nomic globalisation. So China’s govern-
ment developed close commercial rela-
tionships with the West — relationships 
that supported China’s economic growth 
and development, strengthening support 
for the CCP at home and bolstering the 
country’s influence abroad. Regarding 
national security, China assumed that 
the US did not pose an imminent threat. 
Though the US and its allies enjoy over-
whelming technological advantages — a 

reality that had long worried Chinese 
leaders — China took it almost as a given 
that the US would continue to place a 
high priority on conflict avoidance.

All in all, China’s leaders had come to 
terms with the dual nature of America’s 
hedging strategy, whereby the US en-
gaged with China economically and dip-
lomatically, while maintaining a robust 
security posture vis-a-vis China, to deter 
expansionism. And they had developed a 
strategy of their own that aimed to make 
the most of this relatively peaceful oper-
ating environment to pursue their main 
objective: rapid economic development.

Now, however, that operating environ-
ment has changed; in fact, the founda-
tions of the post-Cold War order were 
fraying long before Trump arrived on the 
scene. Among other things, the 2008 glob-
al financial crisis and America’s strategic 
stumbles in the Middle East since the ter-
rorist attacks of September 11, 2001, sub-
stantially weakened the West’s capacity 
to maintain the international rules-based 
order and provide global public goods.
None of this is news to China, which has 
been pursuing incremental adjustments 
to its grand strategy, in order to seize the 
opportunities created by the West’s rela-
tive decline. For example, while the US 
was distracted by the Middle East’s pro-
tracted and fluid conflicts, China tested 

the country’s resolve by flexing its own 
muscles, most obviously in the South 
China Sea.But, overall, the changes were 
marginal; the strategy’s fundamentals 
stayed the same. That is no longer an op-
tion. With Trump in the White House, 
China’s grand strategy will have to be 
completely redrafted according to a new 
set of assumptions.

Ideologically, China can breathe a sigh 
of relief. The advent of the Trump era — 
together with the Brexit vote in the Unit-
ed Kingdom and the rise of right-wing 
populism in other European countries — 
seems to herald the precipitous decline 
of liberal democracy’s ideological attrac-
tion. On the economic front, however, the 
new operating environment is likely to be 
difficult. De-globalisation now seems to 
be a given. 

That is profoundly worrying for China, 
the world’s largest exporter by volume 
and arguably globalisation’s greatest 
beneficiary. Given China’s dependence 
on exports, even the best-case scenario is 
likely to lead to some decline in China’s 
potential growth. But what has China re-
ally worried are the worst-case scenarios. 
Economic interdependence between 
China and the US buffers their geopoliti-
cal and ideological rivalry. Should Trump 
make good on his threat to tear up trade 
agreements and unilaterally impose pu-

nitive tariffs, the existing global trading 
regime will unravel, with China as one of 
the biggest casualties.

But the most acute danger may lie in 
the realm of national security. Trump’s 
statements and actions since the elec-
tion, together with his broader reputation 
as an impulsive bully and apparent belief 
that the world is a Hobbesian jungle, have 
convinced the Chinese leadership that he 
is itching for a fight. 

Trump has not only threatened to defy 
the ‘One China’ policy, which has formed 
the foundation of US-China relations 
since 1972; he has also vowed to build 
up US naval capabilities with the explicit 
goal of opposing China. His courting of 
Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
only exacerbated concerns among Chi-
nese leaders that the US is preparing to 
challenge China.

These new assumptions provide some 
indication of the way forward for Chi-
na, as it develops a new grand strategy. 
And yet plenty of unknowns remain. If, 
for example, Trump decides to take on 
Iran and subsequently gets sucked even 
deeper into the Middle East quagmire, 
China might get some breathing room. 
But if Trump opts to confront China in 
the South China Sea or abandons the 
One China policy, US-China relations 
could be tipped into free fall, raising the 
frightening prospect of a direct military 
conflict. Barring that, Trump’s ascent to 
the presidency may usher in a new Cold 
War pitting the US against China. This 
may seem unthinkable to many. But so 
was Trump’s victory — until it happened.
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By lavanya gaRg

How much control do Indian wom-
en have over different aspects of 
their lives? Not much, according 

to the Indian Human Development Sur-
vey (IHDS), conducted by the University 
of Maryland and the National Council of 
Applied Economic Research in 2004-2005 
and 2011-2012.

Only 4.99 per cent of women in In-
dia had sole control over choosing their 
husbands, while 79.8 per cent of women 
needed permission to visit a health cen-
tre, according to the 2012 survey, showing 
little change since a survey in 2005, when 
5 per cent reported having sole control 
over choosing their husband, and 74.2 
per cent reported needing permission to 
visit a health centre. The IHDS survey in 
2012 covered over 34,000 urban and rural 
women between the ages of 15 and 81, 
in 34 Indian states and union territories. 
Overall, 73 per cent of the women sur-

veyed reported that their parents or rela-
tives alone chose their husbands, while as 
few as 5 per cent of women reported to 
have had sole control over choosing their 
husbands. A similar survey for men has 
not been conducted. Women need per-
mission to visit a grocery store, healthcare 
center. Limited control over life decisions 
extended to visiting a healthcare centre, 
and a grocery store.

Almost 80 per cent of women said they 
had to seek permission from a family 
member to visit a health centre. Out of 
these women, 80 per cent said they need-
ed permission from their husband, 79.89 
per cent from a senior male family mem-
ber and 79.94 per cent from a senior fe-
male family member. Further, 58 per cent 
of women reported that they needed per-
mission to visit the local kirana (grocery) 
store, compared to 44.8 per cent in 2005. 
Such restrictions are also echoed in other 
indicators. For instance, only 27 per cent 

of Indian women are in the labour force, 
the second-lowest rate of female labour-
force participation in South Asia after 
Pakistan, as IndiaSpend reported in April 
2016.Women, however, seemed to have 
control over what is cooked in the house, 
a decision that 92.89 per cent women re-
ported making everyday. About 50 per 
cent reported that the husband took part 
in deciding what to cook, highlighting the 
gendered nature of household chores.

Since 2005, there has been a decrease 
in the percentage of women who decide 
what they cook (94.16 per cent in 2005), 
and an increase in the percentage of men 
(40.89 per cent in 2005) who took part 
in the decision. A woman's freedom to 
make decisions depends on where she 
lives. More women chose their own 
husband in states in northeastern and 
southern India as compared to north-
ern India, as per 2012 IHDS data. The 
percentage of women who had sole say 

in choosing their husbands was lowest 
in Rajasthan (0.98 per cent), followed by 
Punjab (1.14 per cent) and Bihar (1.19 
per cent). It was the highest in Manipur 
(96 per cent), followed by Mizoram (88 
per cent) and Meghalaya (76.9 per cent).

As many as 65 per cent of the women 
said they had met their husband for the 
first time on the wedding day, but wide 
variations exist across states. For in-
stance, all women in Manipur had met 
their husband before the day of the wed-
ding, while 94 per cent of women in Bihar 
met their husband for the first time on the 
day of the wedding. This highlights the 
"arranged" nature of marriages in India, 
a process in which prospective partners 
usually meet for the first time with the 
intention of getting married, after their 
family vets the spouse-to-be, and the 
match is backed by the support of their 
extended social network.
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65% Indian women literate, 5% have sole 
control over choosing their husband
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German parents told to destroy 
Cayla dolls over hacking fears

Berlin, Feb 17 (IANS) An official watchdog in Germany has 
told parents to destroy a talking doll called Cayla because its 
smart technology can reveal personal data.

The warning was issued by the Federal Network Agency 
(Bundesnetzagentur), which oversees telecommunications.

Researchers say hackers can use an insecure bluetooth de-
vice embedded in the toy to listen and talk to the child playing 
with it. Manufacturer Genesis Toys has not yet commented 
on the German warning.

The Vivid Toy group, which distributes My Friend Cayla, 
has previously said that examples of hacking were isolated 
and carried out by specialists. However, it said the company 
would take the information on board as it was able to upgrade 
the app used with the doll.

But experts have warned that the problem has not been 
fixed. The Cayla doll can respond to a user’s question by ac-
cessing the internet. For example, if a child asks the doll “what 
is a little horse called?” the doll can reply “it’s called a foal”.

Three people found dead in water 
tank in Australia’

Sydney, Feb 17 (IANS) Three people have died in a water 
tank in Australia in a suspected case of carbon monoxide poi-
soning, police say. The two men and a woman, all in their 60s, 
were members of the same family. Police said one of the men 
collapsed while cleaning the empty concrete tank, prompting 
his wife and brother to go to his aid before they also collapsed.

Authorities would investigate whether dangerous petrol 
fumes contributed to the deaths, said New South Wales Po-
lice Supt Andrew Koutsoufis.

“There were high levels of poisonous gas in the water tank 
by the time police got there,” he said.

“A petrol [water] pump being used the clean the tank ... 
may have been the cause of the build-up of fumes at the bot-
tom of the tank.”

Thai police fail to find monk in 
Dhammakaya temple raid

Bankok, Feb 17 (IANS) Thai police have failed to find 
an influential Buddhist leader, wanted for alleged mon-
ey-laundering, after searching his sect’s vast headquar-
ters. Police said they found medical equipment in rooms 
where they had expected to find the group’s former abbot, 
72-year-old Phra Dhammajayo. They say they will keep 
searching the Dhammakaya temple complex, under a 10-
day search warrant.

Officers first entered the site, near Bangkok, on Thursday.
Previous attempts to search the complex were thwart-

ed when thousands of the monk’s devotees turned up in 
his defence. The latest search is being carried out under 
an emergency law, after the temple for months failed to 
hand over Phra Dhammajayo, saying he was too ill to be 
questioned.

Phra Dhammajayo, who founded the temple, is accused of 
embezzling its funds. But when officers attempted to search the 
site last June they were blocked by his supporters. The abbot ap-
pears not to have left the temple for months and has long denied 
the allegations, saying they are politically motivated.

Hundreds of Afghans stranded as 
Pakistan seals Torkham border

Torkham (Afghanistan), Feb 17 (IANS) Hundreds of Af-
ghans were on Friday stranded at Torkham since early morn-
ing as Pakistan sealed off the border crossing hours after a 
terror attack at a crowded shrine in Sindh province which left 
75 persons dead.

“I have been waiting since early morning to take a patient 
to Peshawar city of Pakistan but the border gate is closed,” 
Xinhua news agency quoted an Afghan citizen, Noor Gul, as 
saying.

Rahman, another Afghan citizen waiting to cross the border 
point to visit a doctor in Peshawar, said he was unaware of 
the border closure, which Pakistani officials said was due to 
security concerns.

Hashmatullah from Kabul, who was waiting to receive the 
coffin of a relative who died in a hospital in Peshawar, also 
grieved the situation.

Pakistani authorities late on Thursday sealed the border 
crossing with Afghanistan for an indefinite period after a 
bomb ripped through the shrine of Lal Shehbaz Qalandar in 
Sehwan town of Sindh province.

According to the authorities, the border crossing has been 
sealed for all kinds of trade and commercial activities.

Hundreds of Afghans cross the border point at Torkham 
daily to visit their relatives or take patients to Pakistan for 
medical treatment.

The Torkham border point connects Nangarhar province 
of Afghanistan to Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.

The Islamic State militant group has claimed responsibility 
for the attack that also left nearly 300 persons injured.

Pakistan blames militants from Afghanistan for the attack 
and summoned Afghan embassy officials and handed over a 
list of 76 terrorists they believe are hiding in Afghanistan.
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Robert Harward turns down Trump’s 
national security adviser offer

Spain’s Princess Cristina 
cleared in tax trial

Washington, Feb 17 (IANS) 
US President Donald Trump’s 
choice for national security 
adviser has turned down the 
job offer.

Retired Vice-Admiral Rob-
ert Harward was widely 
tipped for the post after Mr 
Trump fired Michael Flynn on 
Monday.

A White House official said 
Mr Harward cited family and 
financial commitments, but 
US media said the sticking 
point was he wanted to bring 
in his own team. A White 
House official said Mr Har-
ward cited family and finan-
cial commitments, but US 
media said the sticking point 
was he wanted to bring in 
his own team. Mr Flynn had 
misled US Vice-President 
Mike Pence over his conver-
sations with Russia’s ambas-
sador to the US. The latest 
setback emerged hours after 

Mr Trump robustly denied 
media reports of White House 
disarray, insisting in a news 
conference that his admin-
istration was running like a 
“fine-tuned machine”.

The White House is expect-
ed to name its new commu-
nications director on Friday, 
and US media say the job will 
go to Mike Dubke, the found-
er of Republican media group 
Crossroads Media. Mr Har-
ward told the Associated Press 
the Trump administration 
was “very accommodating to 
my needs, both professionally 
and personally”.

“It’s purely a personal is-
sue,” added the 60-year-old 
former Navy Seal who is cur-
rently based in Abu Dhabi as 
an executive for US defence 
contractor Lockheed Martin. 
Asked about reports that he 
had asked to bring in his own 
staff at the National Security 

Council, Mr Harward said: “I 
think that’s for the president 
to address.” Mr Flynn, a re-
tired army lieutenant-general, 
was ousted amid claims that 
before he was even appointed 
as national security adviser he 
had discussed sanctions with 
a Russian envoy.

This would have potentially 
breached a law banning pri-
vate citizens from engaging in 
diplomacy.

Mr Flynn initially denied 
having discussed sanctions 
with Sergei Kislyak, Moscow’s 
ambassador to Washington.

But on Monday, Mr Trump 
asked for his resignation fol-
lowing revelations that Mr 
Flynn had misled the vice-
president about his conversa-
tions with the diplomat.

Leading Republicans have 
called for an investigation 
into intelligence leaks that led 
to Mr Flynn’s resignation.

Madrid, Feb 17 (IANS) 
Spain’s Princess Cristina, 
the 51-year-old sister of 
King Felipe and sixth in 
line to the throne, has 
been cleared in a tax fraud 
trial. However her hus-
band, Inaki Urdangarin, 
was given a six-year-and-
three-month jail term by 
the court in Majorca.

Urdangarin was accused 
of using his royal connec-
tions to generate business 
income used for private 
spending.

The case began in 2010 
and became symbolic 
of perceived corruption 
among Spain’s elites, in-
cluding the royals.

There were 16 other 
defendants in the case, 
including former govern-
ment minister Jaume Ma-
tas, who was sentenced 
to three years and eight 
months.

Urdangarin’s former 
business partner, Diego 
Torres, was given eight 
years and six months. Nine 
defendants in all were ac-
quitted.

Princess Cristina, who 
now lives in Switzerland, 
was the first member of 
Spain’s royal family to go 
on trial since the monar-
chy’s restoration in 1975.

In 2015, King Felipe 
stripped her and Urdan-
garin, 49, of their titles as 
Duke and Duchess of Pal-
ma de Mallorca. Although 
she was absolved, Prin-
cess Cristina will still have 
to pay a fine of €265,000 
(£227,000; $282,000) as she 
has civil responsibility for 
benefiting, albeit unknow-
ingly, from illegal gains.

The couple were not in 
court for the verdict, which 
is subject to appeal. Both 
had denied wrongdoing.

Nay Pyi Taw, Feb 16 (IANS) The 
Myanmar government concluded 
“clearance operations” in Rakhine 
state, where the military had im-
posed a four-month blockade which 
prompted the UN to warn of possible 
crimes against humanity, the media 
reported on Thursday. The attack 
on three border posts last October in 
Maungdaw, bordering Bangladesh, 
which was subsequently attributed 
to Rohingya Muslim insurgents, led 
to the military’s reprisal campaign, 
Efe news reported.

Human rights organisations have 
since denounced numerous rapes, 
tortures, robberies, house burnings 
and executions perpetrated by the 
uniformed men against the Rohingya 
minorities. However, the Myanmar 
Armed Forces and the government, 
led by de facto Nobel Peace laureate 
Aung San Suu Kyi, have denied the 

allegations and claim that the mili-
tary’s actions comply with the law.

“The situation in northern Rakh-
ine has now stabilised. The clear-
ance operations undertaken by the 
military have ceased, the curfew has 
been eased and there remains only 
a police presence to maintain the 
peace,” said National Security Advi-
sor Thaung Tun on Wednesday.

The National Security Advisor 
also reiterated the government’s 
commitment to investigating the 
allegations of abuses, which have 
not been clarified so far. “There can 
be no excuse for excessive force, 
for abuses of fundamental human 
rights and basic criminality. We 
have shown that we are ready to 
act when there is clear evidence of 
abuses,” Thaung said on Wednes-
day in front of diplomats and repre-
sentatives of the UN.

Madrid, Feb 17 (IANS) 
Several hundred migrants 
have stormed a six-metre 
(20 ft) security fence that 
separates Morocco from 
Ceuta, a Spanish territory 
in North Africa.

Police said security 
cameras showed around 
600 migrants, some with 
shears and clubs, break-
ing through one of the 
gates.

More than 300 report-
edly made it across the 
razor wire barrier.

Ceuta and Melilla, an-
other Spanish territory 
in North Africa, have the 
EU’s only land borders 
with Africa. As a result, 
they are popular crossing 

points for migrants hop-
ing to reach a new life in 
Europe. The Red Cross 
is treating about 400 mi-
grants at its centre in 
Ceuta and dispatched five 
ambulances to help, the 
local emergency service 
said on Twitter.

Spain’s Civil Guard said 
three police officers had 
been taken to hospital. 
Many of those who tried 
to break through the fence 
were pushed back by Mo-
roccan security forces.

Dozens who made it 
across celebrated in the 
streets in the early hours 
of the day, with some 
shouting “freedom”, TV 
footage showed. The 

methods often used by 
migrants to enter Ceuta 
include climbing the 
border fence, swimming 
along the coast, or hiding 
in vehicles.

But most migrants are 
intercepted and returned 
to Morocco, and those 
who do make it over the 
fences are eventually re-
patriated or released.

The last mass attempt 
to climb the fence hap-
pened on New Year’s Day, 
and involved about 1,100 
migrants.

Only two were success-
ful, and both required 
hospital treatment. One 
guard lost an eye in the 
violence, officials said.

Hundreds of migrants storm fence 
to reach Spanish enclave of Ceuta

Myanmar ends clearance 
operations in Rakhine state

Donald Tsang: 
Hong Kong 

ex-leader guilty 
of misconduct

Lal Shahbaz Qalandar shrine attack 
prompts Pakistan security crackdown

Hong Kong City, Feb 17 (IANS) Former 
Hong Kong Chief Executive Donald Tsang 
has been found guilty of misconduct in of-
fice, in a case related to his use of a luxury 
flat in China. Mr Tsang, who led Hong Kong 
from 2005 to 2012, had faced three charges 
of misconduct and bribery.

He was cleared of a second count of mis-
conduct and the jury failed to reach a verdict 
on a third charge of accepting an advantage.

Mr Tsang is the most senior Hong Kong 
official to face a corruption trial.

The case has worried a territory that prides 
itself on its relatively clean reputation.

Designer flat
The charges, which each carried a maxi-

mum of seven years in prison, related to 
events which took place near the end of his 
term between 2010 and 2012.

Prosecutors accused Mr Tsang of en-
gaging in a number of conflicts of interest 
without declaring them, including renting 
a luxury flat in mainland China from the 
shareholder of a broadcast company, Wave 
Media, whose license applications he ap-
proved.

They alleged the flat was redecorated for 
free for him and that he later nominated the 
interior designer for an honour.

The jury, which deliberated for two days, 
found him guilty of misconduct over his fail-
ure to disclose the lease of the flat, but dis-
missed the charge related to the designer.

It did not reach a verdict on whether he 
accepted a bribe in the form of the refur-
bishment. Sentencing will take place on 
Monday, AFP reported.

Islamabad, Feb 17 (IANS) Pakistan 
says dozens of militants have been 
killed in a security crackdown follow-
ing Thursday’s attack on a shrine that 
left at least 80 people dead.

Some 18 militants were killed in 
southern Sindh province, where the 
Sufi shrine is located, and another 13 
in the north-west, officials said.

A suicide bomber blew himself up 
among devotees at the Sufi shrine in 
the town of Sehwan.

So-called Islamic State said it had 
carried out the attack. Funeral for 
victims are taking place on Friday 
and the Sindh provincial govern-
ment has announced three days of 
mourning. Some 250 people were 
also wounded in the attack.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif con-
demned the bombing and imme-
diately vowed to track down those 
behind it. Pakistan’s army chief, Gen 
Qamar Javed Bajwa, said in a state-
ment: “Each drop of the nation’s 
blood shall be avenged, and avenged 
immediately. No more restraint for 
anyone.” The paramilitary Rang-
ers said they had targeted militants 
overnight in Sindh, while police said 
further raids were carried out in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa in the north-west.

A government official said that 
scores of suspects had also been ar-
rested. Pakistan has also blocked 
routes to the Afghan border.

Correspondents say that the 
crackdown is a regular response car-
ried out by the government follow-
ing a major militant attack.

The government also summoned 
officials from the Afghan embassy, 

protesting that Afghan soil was being 
used as a base for militants to carry 
out attacks in Pakistan.

Pakistani officials reportedly 
handed over a list containing the 
names of 76 “most wanted terror-
ists”, insisting that Afghanistan take 
immediate action against them.

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
on Friday condemned the shrine at-
tack, saying: “Terrorists once again 
proved that they have no respect for 
Islamic values.”

Devotees continued to flock to the 
shrine of Sufi saint Lal Shahbaz Qa-
landar in Sehwan on Friday.

The mood was defiant, with the 
customary naqqara (drum beating) 
taking place at daybreak as usual, 
and worshippers vowing to hold 
their routine dhamal (sacred dance) 
in the evening. There were also an-
gry scenes, with some worshippers 
complaining to police that they 
had not provided enough security. 
Anwer Ali, 25, told Reuters: “There 

were threats to the shrine. The Tali-
ban had warned that they will attack 
here, but the authorities didn’t take it 
seriously.” A number of militants, es-
pecially many members of the Paki-
stani Taliban group (TTP), moved to 
Afghanistan after the Pakistani mili-
tary’s operation in North Waziristan 
in 2014.

They are mostly based in eastern 
Afghanistan in areas considered to 
be outside the Afghan government’s 
control. Some of these militants later 
joined the Islamic State group. The 
Afghan government insists it has 
been targeting them and has killed 
several Pakistani Taliban command-
ers over the past two years.

When an attack takes place in Pak-
istan, officials generally point the fin-
ger at Afghanistan. Pakistanis blame 
elements in the Afghan intelligence 
agency and India’s Research and 
Analysis Wing (RAW) for support-
ing militants who carry out attacks 
against Pakistan.

Some devotees have complained about the lack of police protection. AFP
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New York, Feb 17 (IANS) As India 
conducts assembly elections in five 
states, Facebook CEO Mark Zucker-
berg has applauded Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s style of working 
using the social networking plat-
form to establish a meaningful dia-
logue between the people and the 
government.  Modi recently asked 
his ministers to share their meet-
ings and information on Facebook 
so that they can receive direct feed-
back from citizens, the Facebook 
CEO wrote in a 5,700-worded post 
on its “Community Standard” Page.   
Zuckerberg hailed the use of social 
media in election campaigning and 
gave the examples of countries like 

India, the US, Kenya and Indonesia 
where leaders were active on social 
platforms and connected well with 
the people.  “In recent campaigns 
around the world -- from India and 
Indonesia across Europe to the 
United States -- we’ve seen that the 
candidate with the largest and most 
engaged following on Facebook 
usually wins. Just as TV became the 
primary medium for civic commu-
nication in the 1960s, social media is 
becoming this in the 21st century,” 
he wrote.  “We can help establish 
direct dialogue and accountabil-
ity between people and our elected 
leaders,” Zuckerberg added.  He said 
the use of social platforms created 

an opportunity for people to con-
nect with their representatives at all 
levels.   “In the last few months, we 
have already helped our community 
double the number of connections 
between people and our representa-
tives by making it easier to connect 
with all our representatives in one 
click,” Zuckerberg noted.  At the 
same time, he said, Facebook want-
ed its users to define what is “objec-
tionable”, eventually empowering 
them to decide how much nudity 
and violence they are comfortable 
seeing.  “The idea is to give everyone 
in the community options for how 
they would like to set the content 
policy for themselves,” Zuckerberg 
wrote.  “Where is your line on nu-
dity? On violence? On graphic con-
tent? On profanity? What you decide 
will be your personal settings. We 
will periodically ask you these ques-
tions to increase participation and 
so you don’t need to dig around to 
find them,” he asked.  The letter 
also noted that for those who do not 
make a decision, the policies de-
cided by majority of people in their 
region would be enforced.   To clas-
sify the objectionable content, the 
Menlo Park-based company will use 
artificial intelligence and it wants to 
start with the cases in 2017.

Zuckerberg hails Modi for 
connecting with masses via Facebook

Dry ATMs rebut Jaitley’s claim of 
swift recovery post note ban

New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) Delhi’s 
Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia 
on Friday faced the ire of one of his 
east Delhi constituents, who alleged 
that Sisodia had never visited his con-
stituency in the past two years.  While 
flagging off 100 cluster buses from Del-
hi Secretariat, Sisodia was confronted 
by the man who said he belonged to 
Sisodia’s Patparganj constituency and 
claimed that the Dy CM had never vis-
ited his constituency in the past two 
years and had no connect with the 
people.  The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
leader, however, dismissed the charge 
and said the protestor belonged to the 
liquor mafia. The man, after the inci-

dent, also spoke to media persons and 
said his name was Sanjeev Jain and he 
did not belong to any political party 
or liquor mafia.  “I belong to Sisodia’s 
Patparganj constituency,” he said.  “He 
(Sisodia) called me a member of the li-
quor mafia. I belong to his (Sisodia’s) 
constituency. He never visited his con-
stituency and never met the people 
there in two years,” the protestor al-
leged.   Flagging off 100 cluster buses 
Sisodia said the new cluster buses are 
GPS-enabled and it would strengthen 
the public transport system in Delhi. 

Delhi Transport Minister Saty-
endar Jain, who was present on the 
occasion, said it was only the be-
ginning as Delhi government would 
soon launch more cluster and Delhi 
Transport Corporation (DTC) buses.  
“We will soon launch 450 AC buses, 
and 250 cluster buses in Delhi. We 
will also build eight depots in the na-
tional capital,” Jain said.  

New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) Despite 
the claim of Union Finance Minis-
ter Arun Jaitley that printing of new 
money was done efficiently after 
the November note ban and things 
were “normalised” in a few weeks, 
on Friday many ATMs here were 
found gasping for cash.  As IANS 
went around the ATMs in the na-
tional capital, it found that the situ-
ation had only marginally improved 
from what it was in the thick of tur-
moil that followed the demonetisa-
tion and that most of the cash ma-
chines still were bone dry.  Only one 
ATM in Laxmi Nagar of east Delhi 
was found dispensing cash out of a 
total of eight visited by IANS. Rest 

bore either a ‘no cash’ sign or were 
simply ‘out of order’.   Similarly, in 
the Yusuf Sarai area of south Delhi, 
the ATMs of HDFC Bank, Canara 
Bank, Punjab National Bank (PNB), 
Kotak Mahindra Bank and IndusInd 
Bank were found cashless. An Axis 
Bank ATM was the only one found 
with cash in the vicinity.  Same situ-
ation prevailed in top locations like 
Sansad Marg (Parliament Street), 
where none of the four State Bank 
of India (SBI) ATMs had cash, in 
addition to an Axis Bank machine 
near the YMCA nearby, which has 
not had cash since the demonetisa-
tion on November 8 last year.  One 
found the situation more telling 

in Connaught Place, the bustling 
market in the heart of the capital, 
where as many as eight ATMs were 
found to be either dysfunctional or 
without ash over a stretch of two 
blocks.  These included four ATMs 
of SBI, two of PNB, and one each of 
Bank of India and Bank of Baroda.  
Speaking at the 11th Foundation 
Day function of the Security Print-
ing Minting Corporation of India 
Ltd (SPMCIL) on Friday, Jaitley 
said: “People used to guess it will 
take a year or seven months for re-
monetisation. But in a few weeks, 
things were normalised.”  He also 
applauded the security printing 
presses for their efficiency. 

Sisodia faces protest while 
flagging off new buses

LeEco announces smartphone 
exchange offer on Snapdeal

Tokyo, Feb 17 (IANS) Toshiba 
shares fell 9.23 per cent at closing on 
Friday and stayed at 184 yen (around 
$1.6) after the company announced 
a huge devaluation of its nuclear 
unit assets, which it estimates will 
lead to significant losses.

The Japanese tech giant, which 

was hit by an accounts manipula-
tion scandal orchestrated by its for-
mer Board of Directors, had said, in 
December, it could suffer a possible 
multi-billion dollar devaluation of 
its assets linked to the purchase of 
Stone and Webster, Efe news re-
ported.  Toshiba is involved in a 

dispute with CB&I, from whom it 
acquired the company in December 
2015, over the company’s assets ap-
praisal and business.  The company 
also suffered a significant setback 
after Standard and Poor threatened 
to lower its credit rating and over 
fears of its shares being listed in the 
second section of the Tokyo Stock 
Exchange.  Toshiba’s shares have 
lost 53 per cent of its value since 
December 27, when it announced 
the financial slump that finally led 
to the resignation of its President, 
Shigenori Shiga, earlier this week.  
In order to compensate a part of its 
losses, Toshiba decided to split its 
flash memory business on March 31, 
although the date of the spin-off was 
later postponed by the company.

Toshiba shares fall over nuclear 
unit devaluation

Colombo, Feb 17 (IANS) Sri 
Lankan Airlines, the island coun-
try’s flag carrier, was named “the 
Best Airline in South Asia” by 
China’s Top Travel magazine, the 
airline said on Friday.  Sri Lankan 
Airlines was recently crowned the 
World’s Leading Airline Operat-
ing to the Indian Ocean Region 
at the prestigious World Travel 
Awards and Best Full Service 
Airline in Central and South Asia 
for the second consecutive year 
at the Future Travel Experience 
Asia Awards.  The airline was also 
last year named the Most Inno-
vative Marketing Airline in China 

by Life Weekly magazine, Xin-
hua news agency reported.  Top 
Travel Chief Editor Wang Jianmei 
said: “The Award of Best Airline 
in South Asia that Top Travel be-
stowed upon Sri Lankan Airlines 
is well earned.”  Sri Lankan Air-
lines Country Manager in China 
Ravindran Veeraperumal said: 
“This is a great acknowledge-
ment and encouragement for 
our efforts to promote travel on 
Sri Lankan. We strive to maintain 
our highest standard and delight 
our customers.” China is Sri Lan-
ka’s second largest tourism mar-
ket after India.

Beijing, Feb 17 (IANS) Chi-
nese smartphone maker ZTE 
is set to launch the “Gigabit” 
phone at Mobile World Con-
gress (MWC) in Barcelona later 
this month. “The ZTE Gigabit 
phone will revolutionise con-
nectivity with a new standard of 
download speeds, 1Gbps, bring-
ing a qualitative leap to a new 
world of mobile experience by 

making 360-degree panoramic 
VR video, instant Cloud storage, 
entertainment upgrades and 
fast cache of ultra Hi-Fi music 
and movies possible,” the com-
pany said in a statement on Fri-
day.   ZTE will focus on leading 
5G evolution, advancing cloudi-
fication, creating the Internet of 
Everything (IoT) and developing 
state of art devices.   The compa-
ny will also showcase the newly 
updated “Axon 7” with both 
Android Nougat and Daydream 
by Google along with a range of 
new devices as part of the highly 
acclaimed Blade series.

Sri Lankan Airlines named 
‘best in South Asia’

ZTE to launch ‘Gigabit’ 
phone at MWC 2017

Seoul, Feb 17 (IANS) South Ko-
rean tech giant Samsung Electron-
ics’ stock price plunged on Friday 
after it was announced that its vice 
president and heir to the business 
conglomerate was arrested over his 
alleged role in a corruption scandal.

Samsung Electronics, one of 
the stocks that holds the greatest 
weight in the Seoul Stock Exchange, 
opened with a sharp decline, hitting 
0.60 per cent, and by 9.30 a.m., was 
down 0.47 per cent to stand at 1.892 
million won ($1,653), Efe news re-
ported. 

Earlier in the day, Seoul Central 
District Court authorised Lee Jae-
yong’s arrest after “new charges 
and evidence” were presented.  

Following the order, the 48-year-
old tycoon was immediately ar-
rested and sent to Uiwang Prison, 
southwest of Seoul. 

Lee’s arrest comes after pros-
ecutors heading the corruption 
case that led to the impeachment 
of South Korean President Park 
Geun-hye asked for a second ar-
rest warrant against the tycoon on 
Tuesday.  In a statement, the Sam-

sung Group said it would do its best 
“to ensure that the truth is revealed 
in future court proceedings”, and 
again denied allegations of brib-
ery or receiving favours from Park.  
South Korean experts believe that 
the country’s largest conglomerate 
will temporarily suspend all of its 
operational restructuring as well as 
new investment plans following the 
arrest of its de facto leader, Yonhap 
News Agency reported. 

Prosecutors now have 20 days to 
formalise the detention or release 
him on probation. 

Lee is accused of instructing 
the conglomerate to give financial 
support to Choi Soon-sil, nick-
named the “South Korean Female 
Rasputin”, in exchange for the 
government’s backing of a merger 
between two of the group’s sub-
sidiaries.  The same court in Seoul 
rejected an earlier request for his 
arrest in January, citing a lack of 
evidence.  However, prosecutors 
this week argued that after three 
weeks of further investigation, 
they had obtained new evidence 
and filed new charges.  In addi-
tion to bribery, Lee is accused of 
obstruction of justice and the vio-
lation of a law on the transfer of 
assets abroad.

Samsung stocks plunge 
after arrest of heir

New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) Chinese 
internet and technology conglom-
erate LeEco on Friday announced 
an exchange offer on its smart-
phones Le 2 and Le Max2 on Snap-
deal from February 16-18.  Users 
can avail the best price on exchang-
ing their existing smartphones in 

working conditions with Le 2 and 
Le Max2.   Additionally, users can 
get bonus of Rs 500 over and above 
the exchange value of their existing 
smartphone, the company said in a 
statement.  Both Le 2 and Le Max2 
feature CDLA (Continual Digital 
Lossless Audio) standard, patent-
ed by LeEco and a world first, the 
companyb said.  Through this deal 
on Snapdeal, LeEco’s Superphones 
will become even more accessible 
to aspiring users across more than 
6,000 towns.

Sydney, Feb 17 (IANS) A court 
here in Australia ruled Friday that 
drivers of taxi-service Uber must pay 
the goods and services tax (GST) just 
like other cab drivers, a media report 
said.  The ruling follows Uber’s ap-
peal against a 2015 decision by the 
Australian Taxation Office that had 
directed Uber drivers to pay the GST, 
Efe news reported.  “We are review-
ing the decision and will provide 
our driver-partners with more in-
formation as soon as we can,” said a 
spokesperson of Uber, without spec-

ifying if the company will appeal the 
decision.  Appealing the 2015 deci-
sion, the company had argued that 
its drivers cannot be classified as taxi 
drivers as they do not use the cab 
stands nor pick up passengers from 
the streets.  Uber’s petition, how-
ever, was dismissed by the federal 
court here, which said the company 
provides a service and therefore the 
drivers must register for the GST and 
pay 10 per cent of the tax, over and 
above the commission they pay to 
Uber, ABC news reported.

Australia orders Uber 
drivers to pay service tax
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New York, Feb 17 (IANS) Google 
has announced that it was “years 
closer” to deliver internet to remote 
parts of the world using high-flying 
balloons.

Researchers at Google’s Project 
Loon -- part of the company’s X re-
search lab -- said it was now able 
to use machine learning to predict 
weather systems, meaning the firm 
has a greater control over where its 
balloons go, making it possible to fo-
cus on a specific region, rather than 
circumnavigating the globe, BBC re-
ported on Friday. 

“We can now run an experiment 
and try to give service in a particular 
place in the world with ten, twenty or 
thirty balloons,” Astro Teller, head of 
Alphabet’s X unit (formerly Google 
X), was quoted as saying. 

“Real users” will be able to use the 
system in the “coming months”, he 
added -- but he did not specify where 
the initial roll out would take place. 

Under the project, the firm will 
suspend a network of huge, tennis-

court sized balloons that will beam 
down connectivity.  The balloons 
float in the stratosphere around 11 
miles high. By raising or lowering 
altitude, the balloons can be caught 
in different weather streams, chang-
ing direction, the report said.  “By 
using machine-learning algorithms, 
Google might have cracked a way 
to predict weather with enough ac-
curacy to make it possible to hover 
balloons over a relatively small area 
for a long period of time,” the report 
noted.

 Teller said that Project Loon was 
one of the more “mature” moonshot 
ideas at the company and Google was 
in “no rush” to make Project Loon a 
stand-alone business.  Last year, Tell-
er said the connection had advanced 
to deliver about 15mbps internet ac-
cess. “We can now run an experiment 
and try to give service in a particular 
place in the world with ten, twenty or 
thirty balloons,” Astro Teller, head of 
Alphabet’s X unit (formerly Google 
X), was quoted as saying. 

Mumbai, Feb 17 (IANS) Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) Governor Urjit 
Patel on Friday said the central bank 
was moving at a fast pace towards 
remonetisation, having restored 
normalcy over a short period as the 
printing of the currency was going on 
at full capacity from day one of de-
monetisation.   “I think that in terms 
of remonetisation, we are proceeding 
at a pace that is very quick. Therefore 
we have managed to bring the situa-
tion to normal along most of the di-
mensions after demonetisation,” Pa-
tel told CNBC-TV18 in an interview. 

“In a way, this was part of the plan 
that we would be printing the cur-
rency notes to full capacity from day 
one and we would reach a threshold 
point in this process when things do 
become more or less normal. So, that 
is again part of the good work that 
has been done,” he added.  Patel said 

he was confident that like demon-
etisation, remonetisation too would 
achieve its objectives, criticism or no 

criticism.  “That has always been the 
case. What makes news is fairly sub-
jective in this regard,” he said.

Mumbai, Feb 17 (IANS) Pri-
vate sector HDFC Bank has again 
crossed the foreign investment 
limit prescribed as a percentage 
of paid-up capital for Indian com-
panies, the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) said on Friday Only a day 
earlier, on Thursday, the RBI an-
nounced that such investments 
had fallen below the ceiling.  The 
apex bank had said that foreign 
investors’ holdings in HDFC Bank 

had fallen below the threshold 
limit prescribed under the foreign 
direct investment (FDI) policy.   In 
a raction, foreign investors bought 
the stock, crossing then limit.  “The 
foreign shareholding by American 
Depository Receipts (ADR)/Global 
Depository Receipts (GDR)/ For-
eign institutional Investors (FIIs)/
Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs)/ 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)/
Non-Resident Indians (NRIs)/ 

Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) in 
M/s HDFC Bank Ltd has crossed 
the overall limit of 74 per cent of 
its paid-up capital.” an RBI state-
ment said on Friday.  “Therefore, 
no further purchases of shares of 
this company would be allowed 
through stock exchanges in India 
on behalf of Foreign institutional 
Investors (FIIs)/Foreign Portfolio 
Investors (FPIs)/ Non-Resident 
Indians (NRIs)/ Persons of Indian 
Origin (PIOs),” it added.  The RBI 
monitors the ceilings on FII/NRI/
PIO investments in Indian com-
panies on a day-to-day basis.  The 
HDFC stock surged initially on 
Friday after the RBI removed the 
ban on buying by FIIs, but fell later 
in the day to close at Rs 1,377.15 a 
share, up 49.80 points, or 3.75 per 
cent, over its previous close on the 
BSE.

Mumbai, Feb 17 (IANS) Global 
revenue in the business intelli-
gence (BI) and analytics software 
market is forecast to reach $18.3 
billion in 2017 -- an increase of 
7.3 per cent from 2016. By the 
end of 2020, the market is fore-
cast to grow to $22.8 billion, the 
market research firm Gartner 
said on Friday.   The modern BI 
and analytics market is expected 
to decelerate, however, from 63.6 
per cent growth in 2015 to a pro-
jected 19 per cent by 2020.  

“Purchasing decisions con-
tinue to be influenced heavily 
by business executives and us-
ers who want more agility and 
the option for small personal 
and departmental deployments 
to prove success,” said Rita Sal-
lam, Research Vice President at 
Gartner.  

While business users initially 
flocked to new modern tools be-
cause they could be used without 
IT assistance, the increased need 

for governance will serve as the 
catalyst for renewed IT engage-
ment.  Both internal users and 
customers will either use more 
automated tools or will embed 
analytics in the applications they 
use in their context, or a com-
bination of both, the findings 
showed.  

Organisations will increasingly 
leverage streaming data gener-

ated by devices, sensors and 
people to make faster decisions. 

The availability of an active 
marketplace where buyers and 
sellers converge to exchange 
analytic applications, aggregated 
data sources, custom visualisa-
tions and algorithms is likely to 
generate increased interest in the 
BI and analytics space and fuel 
its future growth, Gartner said.

umbai, Feb 17 (IANS) Indian 
equities markets surged during 
the mid-afternoon trade session 
on Friday as healthy buying was 
witnessed in banking, healthcare, 
oil and gas stocks. However, some 
gains were capped on the back of 
broadly negative Asian markets 
and profit booking. 

The wider 51-scrip Nifty of the 
National Stock Exchange (NSE) 
edged up by 40.40 points or 0.46 
per cent to 8,778 points. 

The barometer 30-scrip sensi-
tive index (Sensex) of the BSE, 
which opened at 28,670.43 points, 
traded at 28,435.73 points (at 1.30 
p.m.) -- up 134.46 points, or 0.48 
per cent, from the previous close 
at 28,301.27 points. 

The Sensex has so far touched 
a high of 28,726.26 points and a 
low of 28,431.61 points during the 

intra-day trade.  The BSE market 
breadth was in favour of the bulls 
-- with 1,415 advances and 1,189 
declines.  “The markets continued 
their upward rally for the second 
consecutive session, with banking 
stocks providing support to the 
upward rally,” Astha Jain, Senior 
Research Analyst at Hem Securi-
ties, told IANS.  

According to Dhruv Desai, Di-
rector and Chief Operating Offi-
cer of Tradebulls, the bank Nifty 
traded with firm sentiments due 
to buying support.  “IT stocks 
traded with mixed sentiments due 
to profit booking, whereas bank-
ing, pharma, aviation, media-en-
tertainment, cement and power 
stocks traded with firm sentiments 
due to buying support,” Desai 
added.  On Thursday, healthy 
macro-data and and value buying 

lifted the benchmark indices.  The 
NSE Nifty edged up by 53.30 points 
or 0.61 per cent to close at 8,778 

points, and the BSE Sensex was up 
145.71 points, or 0.52 per cent at 
28,301.27 points.

Indian equities surge on 
fresh buying support

Google to soon provide
 internet in rural areas 

through balloons

Proceeding at a fast pace towards 
remonetisation: Urjit Patel

Foreign stake in HDFC Bank 
crosses 74% limit again: RBI

Global software analytics market 
to reach $18.3 bn: Gartner
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Manila, Feb 17 (IANS) Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte has said he would resign if 
Senator Antonio Trillanes IV can prove that 
he had, at one time, $40.06 million worth of 
bank deposits, a media report said on Friday. 

"If Trillanes can prove his allegation that I 
have amassed pesos illegally or if that bank 
account under my name has a total deposit at 
one time of even just half a billion, I will re-
sign as President immediately," Duterte said 

in a taped video released on Thursday night.  
Duterte denied the allegations of the Senator 
and branded it as "old" and "rehashed", Xin-
hua news agency reported.  He said he had al-
ready answered the allegations before he be-
came president, referring to the bank deposits 
that he supposedly had at a branch of the 
Bank of the Philippine Islands that Trillanes 
alleged during the campaign period.  He said 
despite the allegations, 16 million people still 

voted for him and placed him in the office. 
The President also defended his family and 

their respective sources of income, saying 
that they have their respective businesses and 
professions that help generate income and 
savings.  Duterte said his partner Honeylet 
Avancena for instance has a donut business 
that she had been running for the past 18 
years apart from being a meat supplier to five 
malls in Davao.  He also defended her daugh-
ter, Davao City Mayor Sara Duterte-Carpio 
whom he said is a practicing lawyer who had 
actual clients that paid for her services. 

Duterte vows to resign if allegations 
of bank deposits proven

New Delhi, Feb 17 (IANS) In a surprise find, 89 per cent 
of people, including from India are positive about the 
role robots can play in helping them at workplace rather 
than taking away their jobs, a new report has found.  Ac-
cording to the “Future of Work” study by Adobe released 
on Friday, people are open to man and machine collabo-
ration for work benefits.  

The study was conducted in regions including India, 
the US, Britain and Australia.  The report highlighted that 
automation mentions have doubled year-on-year, with 
a 70 per cent year-on-year increase in the average daily 

mentions of robots and jobs.   Topics such as machine 
learning and artificial intelligence (AI) were most popu-
lar on social conversations related to automation.  “The 
‘Future of Work’ looks promising, as robotics and auto-
mation gear up to enable employees to be more produc-
tive and creative in their roles. The Adobe Digital Insights 
report reiterates the importance of workplaces embrac-
ing the benefits of digital transformation,” Abdul Jaleel, 
Vice President, People Resources India at Adobe, said in a 
statement.  The findings also revealed that topics such as 
people analytics, work environment and transportation 
are trending and form common conversations around 
the future of work.  Conversations about people analyt-
ics within the Future of Work context have increased 20 
per cent year-on-year as more companies are focusing 
efforts on their people, leading to workplaces that con-
tinue to improve.   With flexibility and impact being the 
key employee motivations, the report highlighted the 
emergence of the gig economy or contractual workforce.   
“Mentions about the gig economy have seen a threefold 
year-on-year rise, as more people urge companies to in-
corporate mandatory office shutdowns and flexibility in 
work schedules,” the report added.  Faster and more self-
propelled transportation has the potential to change how 
people travel to work and with self-driving cars receiving 
more than a million mentions, the future is bright for 
transportation, the study said. 

89% people want automation at 
workplace: Adobe



11Indian Horizon
Saturday, February 18, 2017 Sports

NZ v SA, T20I : Tahir, Amla headline South Africa’s clinical win
AucklAnd  FEB 17  (IAnS) : It won’t 

come close to making up for losing that 
World Cup semi-final but South Africa 
emerged the victors at Eden Park this 
time, and in convincing style. In turn it 
ended New Zealand’s unbeaten home 
season as they slumped to 107 in the 
chase, set back by two early wickets for 
Chris Morris and finished off by Imran 
Tahir’s career-best 5 for 24.

Hashim Amla’s classy 62 formed the 
centrepiece of South Africa’s 185 for 6 and if 
that felt a little underwhelming after a sticky 
final five overs, a double-wicket maiden by 
Morris soon had New Zealand on the back 
foot. He was followed Andile Phehlukwayo, 
who took three wickets, but the finishing 
touches belonged to Tahir, the No. 1 T20 
and ODI bowler, as he became the second-
quickest to 50 T20I wickets and was the 
second man on a hat-trick for the innings.

It may not have been the hardest of 
five-fors for him, but that didn’t dim the 
celebrations. For all Tahir’s success to 
end the match, the Powerplay difference 
was telling: South Africa made 56 for 

1 - as Amla scooted away - while New 
Zealand sat at 34 for 2 on the back of losing 
debutant Glenn Phillips and Colin Munro 

in consecutive balls to Morris whose 
second over was also a maiden. Phillips 
could be forgiven for his nervy innings, 

but Munro’s swing across the line of a full 
delivery was ugly for a more experienced 
player.  Dane Paterson, who played ahead 
of the rested Kagiso Rabada, helped set 
the tone with just seven runs coming off 
his first 11 deliveries - like Morris, hitting 
a back-of-a-length area and getting a bit 
of zip under the lights - before Tom Bruce 
took him for six. 

But New Zealand couldn’t break free and 
Phehlukwayo strengthened South Africa’s 
position when he had Kane Williamson 
taken at deep square-leg. It was soon a 
full-fledged collapse as Corey Anderson 
and Bruce fell swinging and Luke Ronchi 
nicked his first ball from Tahir who became 
the third South Africa bowler to take five 
wickets in a T20I.

Sania slams media for focusing 
on tax notice and not her game

dOHA   FEB 17  (IAnS) :  A 
day after she denied service tax 
evasion in response to notices last 
week issued by the Central Board 
of Excise and Customs, tennis ace 
Sania Mirza came down heavily on 
sections of the media for choosing 
to focus on negative news rather 
than her entry into the semi-finals 
in the ongoing Qatar Open.

Mirza and Barbora Strycova 
of the Czech Republic entered 
the women’s doubles last-four 
stage and will take on American-
Slovenian duo of Abigail Spears and 
Katarina Srebotnik later on Friday. 
“Standing ovation to our amazing 

certain sections of media who 
haven’t bothered to write or report 
about me being in another semi 
finals of a tournament in Qatar, but 
heyyy there are 100 articles about 
‘tax evasion’ which most of them 
don’t even understand properly,” 
Sania tweeted on Friday.

“As to what’s going on I think 
is pretty clear negative news sells 
a lot more than positive news or 
achievements I guess!!” she added.

The service taxes division of the 
customs department had issued 
notice asking Mirza to appear 
before authorities on February 
16 - either in person or through 
representatives.

Sania’s accountant appeared 
on her behalf. In her report, Mirza 
said the Rs 1 crore given to her by 
the Telangana government was a 

“training incentive”.

Sania Mirza @MirzaSania
Standing ovation to our 
amazing certain sections of 
media who haven’t both-
ered to write or report bout 
me being in another semi 
finals of -
a tournament in Qatar ,but 
heyyy there are 100 articles 
bout ‘tax evasion’ which 
most of them don’t even 
understand properly.
As to what’s going on I think 
is pretty clear negative news 
sells a lot more than 
positive news or 
achievements I guess!!

South Africa 185 for 6 (Amla 
62, Du Plessis 36, Boult 2-8) 

beat new Zealand 107 (Bruce 
33, Tahir 5-24, Phehlukwayo 
3-19,Morris 2-10) by 78 runs

Imran Tahir was declared the Player of the Match for his
 five-wicket haul, new Zealand v South Africa, one-off T20I, Auckland

Virat gives 
me freedom 
to set fields: 

umesh Yadav

nEW dElHI FEB 17  (IAnS) : A 
good fast bowler needs a good captain 
and India speedster Umesh Yadav 
is thankful to Virat Kohli for letting 
him be his own man while devising 
strategy to get batsmen out.

"Virat is a bowler's captain. He is 
someone who would throw the ball 
at you and tell you to set your own 
field. He asks me what my plan is or 
whether I need a particular fielder at 
a position. He backs your instinct and 
plans. Only if the plan doesn't work, 
he would come up and tell that let's 
try this. For him the bowler gets to 
execute Plan A and if it doesn't click, 
then Plan B," Umesh said.

He always had a fantastic outswinger 
in his repertoire but Umesh is now 
confident that his incoming deliveries 
are as lethal and which will certainly 
test Australia in the upcoming series.

"My stock delivery has always been 
the conventional outswingers at 140 
kmp plus speed. But as I have been 
working hard to develop the inswinger 
all these years, it's now finally coming 
off well which I realise when it releases 
from my hand," Umesh said.

Shakib Al Hasan recently said 
Umesh's spell on the third morning of 
the Hyderabad Test was the best he'd 
played in his career.

Asked about the spell and Umesh 
burst into laughter.

"Yes, I would have termed it a near 
perfect spell had I got wickets, which 
unfortunately, I didn't. But if you look 
at that spell, I was beating Shakib 
with away going deliveries for the left-
hander, which is an inswinger. 

Michael Phelps returns to 2020 Olympics 
as swimwear salesman

PArIS FEB 17  (IAnS) : Michael Phelps, 
the most decorated Olympian of all time, 
will take part in the 2020 Games in Tokyo, 
but as an entrepreneur, selling his own-
brand swimwear, and not competing in the 
pool. The legendary American swimmer, 
who has captured a record 28 Olympic 
medals, retired after the 2016 Rio Games.

Now he has set his sights on success as 
a businessman, hoping to see the stars 
of the 2020 Olympics and beyond opt 
for his swimwear in what is a cut-throat 
commercial environment. “I am finished 
(as a competitor),” 31-year-old Phelps said 
Thursday in Paris where he was launching 
his designs. In a partnership with US 

manufacturer Aqua Sphere, which started in 
2014, Phelps said he felt reinvigorated by his 
new career.

“It has become a passion in which I invest 
a lot of time and energy. I enjoy being 
around sports and swimming. It will be like 
this for the rest of my life and I love that.”

In Rio, Phelps swam in his own self-
designed gear as he won five more golds 
and a silver medal to confirm his status as a 
legend of the Olympics.

“I was more confident in my swimming 
by wearing my own gear,” he explained 
having originally retired from competitive 
swimming after the 2012 London Olympics.

His 20 years` experience of the sport 

will be key to business success, he added. 
“I sit around a table and have meetings 
with designers and engineers, it`s a crazy 
experience. “I didn`t have this possibility 
before of someone listening to what I have 
to say about a product.”

Phelps claims that some of Australia`s 
highly-rated swimmers were interested in 
his designs last year but were unable to use 
them so as to avoid a conflict of interest with 
an existing sponsor. 

“Technology and sport will continue to 
grow,” added the American. “For me the 
dream will become the reality by having 
some of the best swimmers in the world 
wearing our suits.” Meanwhile, Phelps said 

that Paris hosting the 2024 Olympics “would 
be very special” but admitted that his heart 
naturally was with the Los Angeles bid. The 
two cities as well as Budapest are vying to 
host the Games in seven years` time with 
a decision to be made by the International 
Olympic Committee in September.

“Having the Games in Paris would be very 
special, but I cannot lie. I am a little biased.

“The US is my country so I support Los 
Angeles for 2024.”

Shot putter Inderjeet Singh's dope case 
reaches NADA Disciplinary Panel's court
The 2015 Asian champion had asked NADA to test his B sample at another laboratory 

outside India as he does not have faith in the government aided laboratory.

nEW dElHI   FEB 17  (IAnS) 
:  The National Anti-Doping 
Agency today said that shot 
putter Inderjeet Singh's fate will 
be decided by its Anti-Doping 
Disciplinary Panel after he was 
provisionally suspended for dope 
rule violation last July.

Inderjeet was barred from 
taking part in Rio Olympics after 
his urine sample taken on June 
22 had returned positive but he 
had alleged that his dope samples 
might have been tampered with.

The 2015 Asian champion had 
asked NADA to test his B sample 
at another laboratory outside 
India as he does not have faith in 
the government aided laboratory. 
His request was turned down but 
apparently to ensure fair play, 
his B sample was recently tested 
under an independent observer 
and according to sources this also 
returned positive. NADA today 
said in its monthly newsletter that 

Inderjeet “stands provisionally 
suspended and (his) dope rule 
violation stands referred to the 
Anti Doping Disciplinary Panel 
during the month of January 
2017”. “Athletes found guilty of 
violating Anti Doping Rules of 
NADA were given opportunity 
to present themselves before the 
anti-doping disciplinary panel 

and explain their cases to the 
hearing panel on the date and 
time fixed by the Panel,” the 
NADA said. 

The NADA said three other 
sportspersons -- Mangesh Bhagat 
(Kabaddi), Bharat Bhushan 
(Powerlifting) and Mahesh Kale 
(Athletics)  were also provisionally 
suspended for dope rule 

violations and their cases have 
also been referred to the anti-
doping disciplinary panel.

It also said that four 
sportspersons  Gaurav Yadav 
(Athletics), Jagseer Singh (Para 
Long Jump), Tejvir Singh 
(Handball) and Subrata Nandi 
(Swimming) were handed four-
year bans by the Anti Doping 
Disciplinary Panel after hearings.

With the increase in need for 
awareness amongst youth and 
budding athletes, NADA said 
it has started conducting anti-
doping workshops, educational 
and awareness programmes 
about the prohibited drugs/
substances and methods in 
sports across the country for 
sportspersons, young athletes, 
coaches and support staff. Last 
month, five such awareness-cum-
education workshop on anti-
doping conducted by NADA in 
New Delhi and Bangalore.

24 players picked for 
NBA Academy in India

nEW dElHI   FEB 17  (IAnS) :   Twenty 
four players were today selected for the 
National Basketball Association (NBA) 
and the ACG Worldwide Group (ACG) 
Jump National Finals here.

The selected 24 (inclusive of the 3 
players who will be selected in the 
months prior to the opening of the NBA 
Academy) will become the first class to 
receive scholarships and training at NBA 
Academy India.

The selection of the players at the 
National Final, held from February 9 
to 11, marked the culmination of the 
three-month nationwide program 
that conducted tryouts in six regions 
including Mumbai, Delhi, Ludhiana, 
Kochi, Chennai and Kolkata.

"ACG-NBA Jump has given basketball 
playing youth in India a pathway to 
make a career out of the sport We are 
committed to growing the program 
in the years to come," said NBA India 
Managing Director Yannick Colaco. 
"The 24 players will now have a solid 
platform to prepare for the opportunity 
to move into the professional ranks. 

The final pool of players represented 
the very goal of the program that was to 
identify, hone and create a pathway for 
the untapped talent pool of basketball 
players in India," said ACG Director 
Karan Singh. The 24 players will get 
scholarships and training at the NBA 
Academy India, an elite basketball 
training center in Delhi National 
Capital Region (NCR). 

The 24 players will now have a solid platform to prepare for 
the opportunity to move into the professional ranks
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When someone tries to tell you. 
story you haven’t heard before, it 
catches your attention instantly. 
The Ghazi Attack starring Kay 
Kay Menon, Rana Daggubati, 
Atul Kulkarni and Taapsee Pannu 
is one such film. Right from the 
posters to its trailer, the movie 
had everyone intrigued, as this 
was not only an unknown tale but 
also the first submarine based 
war film. So did The Ghazi Attack 
live up to all that buzz around it? 
Let’s find out  What’s its about 

The Ghazi Attack is a true story 
based on the mysterious events 
that took place just before the 
1971 Indo-Pak war broke out. 
PNS Ghazi had set out to destroy 
the one and only Indian aircraft 
carrier – INS Vikrant. That’s when 
S-21, another submarine was 
sent out to stop Ghazi. It was a 
classified mission that no one 
knew of. While Indian Navy has 
claimed to have destroyed to PNS 
Ghazi, Pakistan Navy believe the 
PNS Ghazi exploded as it collided 
with its own landmines. Till date, 
the truth remains hidden.  What’s 
hot  The cinematography effort-
lessly transports you to that time 

period when this classified mis-
sion took place. It’s almost as if 
you are inside the S-21 subma-
rine and fighting the war yourself. 
The director convinces you of the 
magnitude of the story, makes 
you feel its impact just like PNS 
Ghazi felt it when S21 launched 
a torpedo at it. The director has 
paid special attention to the min-
ute details, like the knobs on the 
engine, document papers, the 
surge of waves when a torpedo is 
launched, pipe bursts when one 

part of the submarine gets hit by 
a landmine. The scene where S21 
gets hit by the land mine actu-
ally makes you reach out to the 
screen, it’s so real, you wish to 
stop it yourself. The attack and 
the counter attack was fast paced 
and gripping. Sankalp was clear, 
he was here to tell a story and not 
beat around the bush. The little 
additions the director made to 
make this seem more a film, less a 
documentary, added to story and 
didn’t seem forced. 

Ladies, are you listening? Ranbir 
Kapoor is very much single. The ac-
tor sported a new look for Sanjay 
Dutt’s biopic as he attended uncle 
Randhir Kapoor’s 70th birthday. The 
party was a reunion of Kapoors as all 
the cousins were a part of it. As soon 
as Ranbir made an appearance, the 
focus shifted towards him. If you’ve 
noticed, for his role in Rajkumar Hi-

rani’s Dutt biopic, the actor actually 
underwent quite a lot of transforma-
tion so it would be more authentic. 
His bulked up avatar and changes 
in hairstyle and a lot of other things 
soon became the talk of the party! 
People just couldn’t get over how as-
toundingly well he has transformed 
to fit the role of Sanjay Dutt in his bi-
opic. To top it all, apart from his pro-

fessional scenes, his personal life also 
became the talk of the evening. RK Jr 
announced, “still single” and caught 
everyone’s attention! Rekha seemed 
quite amused by this as she pulled 
his cheek and said, “nazar u taro.”  
Kapoor Jr surely is a crowd puller. 
As reported in Mumbai Mirror, as 
soon as Ranbir entered Randhir Ka-
poor’s residence, he received a bear 
hug from Saif Ali Khan. The duo en-
gaged in a long chat as they contin-
ued chatting. Aww, ain’t that sweet? 
Oh, but before he made his grand 
entry, he was actually interrupted 
by Ameesha Patel, who wanted to 
click pics with the actor. We hear she 
wanted to get clicked with Kareena 
as well. Weird. Anyway, back to Ran-
bir, he was spotted drinking with 
cousin Armaan Jain and mum Neetu 
Kapoor. (ALSO READ – How closely 
is Ranbir Kapoor resembling Sanjay 
Dutt in this new pic?)  We’ll be seeing 
the actor next in Anurag Basu’s Jagga 
Jasoos, which also stars Katrina Kaif. 
Oh yes, the still single actor might be 
reminded of his long-term relation-
ship with the former lover during 
promotions of the film. You see, we 
got an exclusive update stating that 
Kat and Ranbir will be promoting 
Jagga Jasoos together, keeping their 
personal differences at bay. 

Didn’t the name of the movie say it 
all? Yes it’s about a business made by 
helping people run away and get mar-
ried. Of course apart from the cute 
chemistry of the actors in the movie, 
perhaps this film too focusses on un-
necessary things. Well, keeping the 
concept very millennial friendly, the 
makers have done a good job to deliver 
a decent romcom. After a series of ac-
tion and drama films that released in 
the recent past, Running Shaadi will 
shine out as a cute romcom. It may 
look like a quirkier rendition of Band 
Baja Baraat and to be very honest, it 
sort of is! Starring Amit Sadh and Ta-
apsee Pannu in lead, the film revolves 
around how love and business col-
lides, resulting in a big nuisance and 
finally it all works out well. What’s it 
about Ram Bharosa (Amit Sadh) works 
for Nimrat Kaur aka Nimmi’s (Taapsee 
Pannu) father’s bridal sari shop and 
has forever been in love with her. But 
somehow nothing beyond friendship 
pans out between them. They both 
like each other but there are constant 
perils that affect their relationship. 
Meanwhile, Bharosa has a tussle with 
Nimmi’s father. In anger, Bharosa 
walks out and decides to start a busi-
ness for couples who wish to run away 
and get married. You see, Bharosa likes 
to have a plan and that’s exactly what 
he does as he helps couples take flight. 
Everything is going fine until one day 
when Nimmi walks in and says she 
wants to run away with her supposed 
boyfriend ‘Shunty’ whereas she actu-
ally plans to trick Bharosa into running 
away with her. What happens next is a 
mix of laughter, romance, serious dra-

ma and even action! It’s a classic boy 
loves girl, girl loves boy phenomenon 
but they have external perils. Initially 
we get to see Nimmi’s badass side. Ta-
apsee’s performance as a Punjabi belle 
with this snarky personality is really 
good. On the other hand, Amit as the 
humble and shy Bharosa hailing from 
Patna will make you fall for him! He’s 
such a sweetheart to Taapsee’s char-
acter that you’d definitely want a man 
like him in your life. If you notice, the 
balance between Amit and Taapsee’s 
characters have been done really well 
by the writers. Director Amit Roy who 
marks his debut, does a good job as he 
captures some really good moments 
from Bhatinda to Patna. Also, the com-
ic timings will definitely crack you up! 
What’s not  What’s new? Apart from 
the idea of opening a shop that al-
lows you to safely run away with your 
bae is a consultant a lot would want 
to go to! But the way they show the 
consequences, with humour being 
it’s prime element makes it slightly 
hard to buy. At one point in time dur-
ing the movie, Taapsee’s character 
actually reminds us of Ayushmann 
from Jab We Met. Yes, the man who 
Kareena supposedly likes. She makes 
faces and whines about the fact that 
she will be pretending to be just a 
friend while Amit’s uncle marries 
him off to someone else. Man, that 
was quite annoying. There’s nothing 
new for the film to offer. It’s the same 
concept, same lovestory, same melo-
drama and yes, everything about the 
film is very predictable.  And believe 
me, I haven’t even watched the trailer 
and I could tell what will happen next. 

Should you watch Running Shaadi starring 
Taapsee Pannu and Amit Sadh this weekend 

over other releases? Find out.

Confirmed! Sivakarthikeyan- Nayanthara’s 
next to have a Rajinikanth connection, to be 

titled Velaikkaran

It’s now confirmed! On the occasion 
of Sivakarthikeyan’s birthday, Mohan 
Raja nd team have now confirmed that 

Sivakarthikeyan-Nayanthara’s next 
will have a Rajinikanth connection, it’s 
going to be titled – Velaikaran. In 1987, 
Rajinikanth’s film went by the same 
name. The movie went on to become 
a big hit and did well at the box office 
too. Considering Sivakarthikeyan is 
a self-confessed Rajinikanth film, it’s 
no wonder there’s this connection. So 
what do you think of the movie title? 
Will Rajinikanth’s magic rub off this 
movie as well? Recently, Jyothika’s 
film-  Magalir Mattum’s title was simi-
lar to that of a previous Kamal Haasan 
film. The new team requested permis-
sion from the former movie team to go 
ahead with this movie title. Nayanth-
ara – Siva Karthikeyan are coming to-
gether for the first time for Mohan Ra-
ja’s next. This will be a pair fans haven’t 
seen on screen before. As per reports, 
the film sees Sivakarthikeyan take up 

a social issue. The movie will also star 
Mollywood actor – Fahadh Fasil.  Siva-
karthikeyan was last seen in Remo also 
starring Keerthy Suresh. This romantic 
comedy catapulted Karthikeyan to dif-
ferent league, as this film went on to be 
one of his biggest hits. Siva Karthikey-
an played a nurse in this movie, all that 
effort that went into this disguise was 
commendable right from shaving his 
body to sitting for hours for his make 
up routine. his performance received 
rave reviews. As for Nayanthara, she 
had a brilliant run in 2016 as she was 
part of many hit movies. she was last 
seen in Karthi’s Kaashmora where she 
played royal queen. She was also part 
of Vikram’s Iru Mugan. Now, we will 
see both talented actors share screen 
space together.  Mohan Raja’s recent 
movie Thani Oruvan was one of the 
biggest hits of Kollywood. 

Ranbir Kapoor declares he’s single 
at Randhir Kapoor’s birthday bash


