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‘Thank you Trump for showing 
real face of America’: Khamenei

Difference between 
Congress, BJP governments 

is work culture: Modi

Panaji, Feb 7 (IANS) Around 80 per cent vot-
ers cast their ballot on Tuesday in the re-poll 
ordered by the Election Commission at a poll-
ing booth in the Margao legislative assembly 
constituency in South Goa, officials said.

Poll authorities here said that polling booth 
number 8 in Margao, located 35 km from the 
state capital, saw 79.89 per cent voting through 
Tuesday.

“632 out of the eligible 791 voters in the poll-
ing booth area cast votes,” a spokesperson for 
the Chief Electoral Officer, Goa said.

Polling at polling station 8 at the govern-
ment primary school in Aquem, Margao, was 
cancelled on February 4, after election officials 
posted at the booth failed to delete the sample 
votes, which were logged in the electronic vot-
ing machine, before the actual voting.

The Election Commission had on Sunday 
ordered the re-polling at the booth.

Former Chief Minister Digambar Kamat 
is contesting against the BJP’s Sharmad 
Raiturkar and the Aam Aadmi Party’s Santosh 
Raiturkar from the constituency.

Kabul, Feb 7 (IANS) At least 12 people were 
killed and dozens wounded on Tuesday when 
a suicide bomber detonated his explosives in 
the parking lot of the Afghanistan Supreme 
Court building in central Kabul, officials said.

A security official speaking on the condi-
tion of anonymity confirmed the casualties to 
Khaama Press.

It was not immediately clear who was re-
sponsible for the attack, but a similar incident 
in the same area last month that killed 22 peo-
ple was claimed by the Taliban.

The building of the Supreme Court is located 
on a road leading to the United States embassy 
and Kabul airport.

Goa re-poll records around 80% voting

Suicide bomber kills 12 
outside Afghan SC 
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Indian eves thrash Sri 
Lanka in cricket World 

Cup qualifier
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Akshay Kumar’s Jolly LLB 2 to remove all refer-
ences to Lucknow, after CBFC orders cuts

Rahul-Akhilesh target 
Modi over demonetisation

BSF guns down Pakistani 
intruder in Punjab

BJP will end reservation, 
warns Mayawati

Repoll ordered in 48 polling 
stations in Punjab

‘ISI-backed train accident 
mastermind’ arrested in Nepal: NIA 

Lok Sabha passes bill on 
demonetisation

PM retorts to Congress attack 
on democracy, justifies note ban 

New Delhi, Feb 7 (IANS) 
The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday 
confirmed that Dubai-
based Shamshul Huda, who 
acted as “mastermind” for 
an ISI-backed plot to cause 
train accidents in India, was 
arrested by police in Nepal.

“Shamshul Huda has 
been arrested by the Nepal 
Police after being deported 
from Dubai,” a senior NIA 
official told IANS on the 
condition of anonymity. 
The official also described 

Huda’s arrest as a big break-
through in the three cases 
that was handed over to the 
agency. 

The three cases com-
prised a failed attempt to 
detonate an IED (Impro-
vised Explosive Device) on 
the Ghorasahan track in 
East Champaran district of 
Bihar on October 1, 2016; 
the suspected sabotage 
behind the Indore-Patna 
Express train accident in 
Kanpur on November 20, 
2016, that killed 149 people; 

and derailment of Hira-
khand Express in Koneru 
in Andhra Pradesh on Janu-
ary 21 which resulted in the 
deaths of 41 persons.

The NIA official further 
said that the agency was in 
touch with the Nepalese 
authority to seek access to 
Huda for questioning.

Pakistan’s Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI) agent 
Huda, was also a known 
operative of fake Indian cur-
rency and has a network in 
Nepal. 

Meerut, Feb 7 (IANS) Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Akhilesh 
Yadav and Congress Vice Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday 
held a joint rally at the Nauchan-
di grounds here and appealed to 
the people to bring the alliance 
to power “to check communal 
forces”.

In his address, Rahul Gandhi 
accused Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi of handing over 60 per 
cent of India’s wealth to only 50 
families in the country.

He also said that through his 
ill-planned demonetisation 
drive, the Prime Minister made 
people stand in long queues out-
side banks and ATMs to get their 
own hard-earned money.

The Gandhi scion also remind-
ed the gathering that of the peo-
ple standing in the queues, no 
one was a rich man or a suited-

booted person. “It was the poor 
who had to suffer.” Buoyed by the 
impressive gathering, Samajwadi 
Party (SP) National President 
Akhilesh Yadav took potshots at 
Modi’s acronym “SCAM”, spelt 
out during a speech a few days 
back in Meerut.

The Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister said the Prime Minister 
should not have included the 
name of the BSP supremo. “He 
did a wrong thing by including 
the name of Mayawati in acro-
nym SCAM,” he quipped.

“I guess he forgot the festival 
of ‘Raksha Bandhan’,” Akhilesh 
Yadav said in an apparent refer-
ence to the coming together of 
the BSP and the BJP to form a 
government in the past in Uttar 
Pradesh. “He probably missed 
out on this past,” the Chief Min-
ister said with a chuckle.

Lucknow, Feb 7 (IANS) Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) supremo Mayawati on Tues-
day said the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) will ensure that reservation in jobs 
for the Scheduled Castes and the Sched-
uled Tribes is scrapped if the BJP is voted 
to power in Uttar Pradesh.

Terming the Samajwadi Party (SP) “cor-
rupt” and a “complete failure”, the former 
Chief Minister of the poll-bound state 
warned the people against the Samajwadi 
Party-Congress alliance.

At an election rally in Harsaanv village 
near Ghaziabad, bordering the national 
capital, Mayawati urged the Muslim vot-
ers not to forget that it was under the Akh-
ilesh Yadav government that the Muzaf-

farnagar riot and the Dadri lynching took 
place. Alleging mass-scale transfers based 
on caste considerations and money chang-
ing hands, Mayawati said the people of 
the state were fed up with the incumbent 
government, which had been protected all 
through by the BJP-led government at the 
Centre.

The BSP leader also came down heavily 
on Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s deci-
sion to demonetise high-value currency 
notes and said that the people had been 
put to inconvenience because of the move. 

People, she predicted, would boot out 
the SP and also teach a lesson to the BJP 
in the state assembly elections, scheduled 
between February 11 and March 8.

New Delhi/Chandigarh, Feb 7 
(IANS) The Election Commission on 
Tuesday ordered repoll in 48 polling 
stations of five assembly constituen-
cies in Punjab where polling got in-
terrupted due to snags in electronic 
voting machines (EVMs) and voter 
verifiable paper audit trail (VVPAT) 
equipment.

The poll panel said the repolling 
was ordered “in order to uphold the 
integrity of electoral process”. The 
balloting will be held on Thursday.

Repolling has been ordered in 12 
polling stations in Majitha, nine in 
Muktsar, six in Sangrur, four in Sardul-
garh and one polling station in Moga. 

Besides, repoll has been ordered in 16 
polling stations of the Amritsar Lok 
Sabha seat for which by-election was 
also held on February 4 along with the 
assembly election.

“In some places due to VVPAT and 
EVMs malfunctioning, polling process 
got interrupted. Out of 24,697 ballot 
units (BUs) and 24,256 control units 
(CUs) used in Punjab, 180 BUs and 
184 CUs failed. This works out to 0.73 
per cent BUs and 0.76 per cent CUs,” 
the Election Commission said.

“In the case of VVPATs, which were 
used for the first time in 33 assembly 
constituencies, out of total of 6,293 
VVPATs, 255 (4.05 per cent) failed.”

New Delhi, Feb 7 (IANS) The 
Lok Sabha on Tuesday passed 
the bill to ban old bank notes of 
Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 and provides 
for punishment for holding such 
currency notes.

The Specified Bank Notes 
(Cessation of Liabilities) Bill, 
2017, seeks to replace the ordi-
nance on demonetisation pro-
mulgated by the government in 
December 2016.

Replying to the debate on 
the bill which was passed after 
amendments by the opposition 
were negatived, Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley said the decision on 

demonetisation was not easy. He 
said the government had been 
holding consultations with the 
Reserve Bank of India from Feb-
ruary last year. 

Jaitley said there was rush for 
currency in the initial days after 
the November 8 demonetisation 
announcement and then the sit-
uation eased. 

Taking a dig at opposition par-
ties, he said they appeared to be 
troubled by the decision but not 
people of India. 

Earlier, moving the bill Jaitley 
said once a currency ceases to 
be legal tender, it cannot be al-

lowed to operate.  “Holding the 
currency beyond the permis-
sible limit, will become an of-
fence,” Jaitley said. 

The bill, like the ordinance, 
provides that the specified bank 
notes, which have ceased to be 
legal tender, shall “cease to be li-
ability of Reserve Bank of India”.

Brought as a money bill, the 
Rajya Sabha will not have any 
major role in its passage.

A financial memorandum with 
the bill said it involves decision 
having impact on the “contin-
gent liabilities of the central gov-
ernment and thus on the consoli-
dated fund of India”.

It prohibits the holding, 
transferring or receiving of the 
‘specified bank notes’ after De-
cember 31, 2016.

New Delhi, Feb 7 (IANS) 
Launching an all-out attack on 
the Opposition, especially the 
Congress, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Tuesday said the 
people of India were responsible 
for keeping democracy alive, and 
also justified the demonetisation 
move as made at the right time.

In his reply to a debate on the 
Motion of Thanks to the Presi-
dent’s Address, Modi also made 
a snide comment at Congress 
Vice-president Rahul Gandhi 
over his claim he would make 
“earthquake” like revelations 
about the Prime Minister’s per-

sonal involvement in corruption. 
The Motion of Thanks was passed 
by Lok Sabha on Tuesday by a 
voice-vote, with all amendments 
being rejected. Speaking on de-
monetisation for the first time in 
Lok Sabha on Tuesday, the Prime 
Minister said it was a move that 
was made at the right time, and 
called it the “clean India” move 
for the Indian economy.

“When can you have an opera-
tion? When the body is healthy. 
For demonetisation, good econ-
omy was needed and this was a 
proper time. Our economy was 
doing well and our (demonetisa-

tion) decision was taken at the 
right time,” Modi said.

“The move was calculative. The 
decision was taken after Diwali 
when trade (across the country) 
was high,” he said, adding the 
move was like the Swachh Bharat 
mission to clean the economy of 
ill-gotten wealth accumulated by 
evading tax.

He said he was aware of politi-
cal risks but “I am not concerned 
about the elections”.

He also said the government 
wanted a discussion, but the op-
position was more interested in 
giving “television bytes”.

The Vice President, Shri M. Hamid Ansari with the winners of Essay 
Competition, organised by the Indian Council of World Affairs, in New Delhi 

on February 07, 2017. PIB

Chandigarh, Feb 7 (IANS) 
The Border Security Force (BSF) 
gunned down a Pakistani intrud-
er in Gurdaspur sector of Punjab 
on Tuesday, officials said. The 
incident took place near Simbal.

“A Pakistani intruder 
crossed the border and came 
inside Indian territory. BSF 
challenged him to stop but 
the intruder continued with 

his aggressive posture and 
kept moving towards (us). BSF 
troopers opened fire in self-
defence and killed the intrud-
er,” a BSF spokesman said.

Suspected terrorists from Paki-
stan have carried out terror at-
tacks in Punjab in 2015 and 2016.

The first attack was in Di-
nanagar town in Gurdaspur dis-
trict on July 27, 2015. 
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Solo Art Exhibition 
by R. Murugan

Hyderabad, Feb.7: The Gallery Café on Banjara 
Hills, is hosting an exhibition from the February 
4 to 12 from 11 am to 7 pm by R. Murugan titled 
“Heritage of Hyderabad”. R Murugan, a Mechani-
cal Engineer, who visited Bangalore and Hyder-
abad, was attracted to architecture of both cities 
pursued Civil Engineering. Later, Murugan gave 
up his lucrative job as a civil engineer and became 
a full-time commercial artist in 1995 and never 
looked back. With 80 to 100 exhibitions commis-
sioned by corporate houses, realtors, private col-
lectors and a wide range of buyers across society, 
his art resides in an array of spaces: art galleries, 
homes, five-star hotel lobbies, restaurants, realty 
homes, offices, with clubs, associations, the Tour-
ism department, department of Archaeology, 
murals at the entrance of boutiques.

 Murugan has done shows to support victims of 
calamities, reached out recently to students in the 
village, taking art supplies to them raised through 
his art and his wife’s culinary proficiency. Muru-
gan is a quintessential artist, who has mixed up 
his coffee for the paint-water, donated arduously 
created works of art. He also sketched the Fal-
aknuma Palace.  Murugan’s work was there for 
all to see on February 5 when Parkinson’s Soci-
ety Hyderabad, had its launch event. The society 
has support groups for patients with Parkinson’s 
disease and caregivers, where sessions like phys-
iotherapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy, 
counseling etc. are conducted for patients in a 
group. Other patient welfare activities like free 
medication, home visits etc are also done by the 
society.

Kamini Saraf’s 
Fashion Yatra on 

Feb. 18
Hyderabad, Feb.7: Fashion designer Kamini 

Saraf’s Fashion Yatra, which is known as “Fashion 
with a cause” will be held at Taj Krishna here on 
February 18. It will remain open from 11am to 8pm. 
Fashion Yatra will present an exquisite collection of 
Jewellery from Ghanasingh Be True, the 109-year-
old, renowned Indian jewellery house. This year, 
the proceeds from Fashion Yatra will go to Teach 
For Change-Educating underprivileged. In a press-
note here today, Radhika Jalan, said Fashion Yatra 
is showcasing designer garments, jewellery and 
lifestyle products from all over the country. Akshat 
Events owned by Kamini Saraf, promoter and owner 
of Fashion Yatra, will also showcase elegant brands.

Tata Motors 
starts Truck Racer 
Training program
Hyderabad, Feb.7: In line with the company’s 

strategic objective of making the profession of truck 
driving aspirational, Tata Motors has announced 
the second edition of the T1 Prima Truck Racing 
Championship truck driver race selection and train-
ing program. Acting as a catalyst to induct driv-
ers into the commercial vehicle profession, the T1 
Racer Program will present shortlisted Indian truck 
drivers, with an opportunity to compete in Season 
IV of the T1 Truck Racing Championship at India’s 
globally renowned F1 race track – The Buddh In-
ternational Circuit (BIC), Greater Noida. The TRP 
training structure was designed uniquely, since race 
craft training is to be imparted to truck drivers, who 
had no previous exposure to track driving. Of these, 
there may be many, who have never driven a PRIMA 
.nd had little or no formal education. Hence, the 
course material has been designed to make itdriver-
friendly, so it could be grasped by the drivers, and 
that too, in limited time. MOM Adesigned a training 
program consisting of four Levels of training & elim-
ination.  Tata Motors is being partnered by some of 
the leading names in motor sports, all of whom are 
recognized for their knowledge and expertise in this 
field. Tata Motors, the country’s largest commercial 
vehicles manufacturer .
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Hyderabad, Feb.7: Deputy 
Chief Minister (Revenue) Mo-
hammed Mahmood Ali con-
vened all-department review 
meeting today at his chambers 
in Secretariat to discuss about 
the arrangements to be put 
in place for the upcoming re-
ligious congregation “Ijtima” 
under Dawat-e-Islami organi-
zation fromMarch 10 to 12 at 
Pahadi Shareef bypass Road.

The meeting was attended by 
Mohammed Saleem, MLC, Ma-
hesh Bhagwat, Commissioner, 
Rachakonda Police Commis-

sionerate, Sunder Abner Joint 
Collector, Ranga Reddy, N. Ravi 
Kiran, Additional Commissioner, 
GHMC, Rameshwar Rao, Director 
Operations, HMWSSB and other 
officials from R&B, TSTRANSCO 
and Revenue departments were 
present in the meeting.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Deputy Chief Minister in-
structed all the concerned to 
take needful steps for safe and 
incident-free Ijtima. He also 
stressed on the arrangements 
for providing safe water, elec-
tricity, sanitation and most im-

portantly police bandobast for 
incident-free event. He asked 
the officers to strictly adhere 
and complete all approved 
works within the timeframe so 
as to enable a convenient and 
incident-free pilgrimage for 
over three lakh people expect-
ed to gather during the Ijtima 
(religious congregation) from 
across the country.

 Apart from officials, repre-
sentatives from Dawat-E- Isla-
mi Naeem Attari, Maqsood At-
tari, Gulam Illiazi and Muneer 
Qureshi were also present.

Jobless youth 
protest against 
major quota for 

women
Hyderabad, Feb.7: Vidhy-

arthi Nirudyoga Joint Action 
Committee today took out a 
rally from theArts College to 
NCC Gate demanding that the 
Osmania University revoke 
75% vacancies reserved for 
women hampering chances of 
men in securing teacher jobs 
in Government Residential 
Schools.  Reason behind the 
allocation of lions share in the 
vacancies for women was that 
schools meant exclusively for 
girls must have women teach-

ers to thwart unwanted issues 
reported in several complaints 
earlier against the male teach-
ers. Taking note of the reports, 
the Telangana Public Service 
Commission (TSPSC), in its 
notification for recruitment of 
Teachers, allotted all the va-
cancies in the girl schools for 
Women candidates only. Rea-
son behind the allocation of 
lions share in the vacancies for 
women was that schools meant 
exclusively for girls must have 
women teachers to thwart un-
wanted issues reported in sev-
eral complaints earlier against 
the male teachers. The irate 
jobless boys aspiring for teach-
er jobs held a protest and took 
out a rally to NCC Gate. How-
ever, their attempt was foiled 
by the police.

Hyderabad, Feb.7: Continuing in 
its efforts to strengthen the Swachh 
Hyderabad Mission, the GHMC was 
motivating NGOs and corporate 
houses to bolster the sanitation in-
frastructure in the city.

As part of this initiative, Gray 
Power, a charity organisation com-
prising NRIs belonging toHyder-
abad, has come forward to estab-
lish 25 state-of-the-art urinals in 
the city. The first one was installed 
near Kala Bhavan today. Sunil, 
based in New Zealand, from Gray 
Power took the initiative to raise 
funds for this initiative from NRIs, 
who have their roots and are linked 
to Hyderabad. After surveying lo-
cations which were being defaced 
by urination, they approached the 
GHMC with a proposal to set up 
urinals under CSR initiative.He 
added that many corporate enti-
ties were coming forward to sup-
port the Swachh Hyderabad Mis-
sion and he assured all cooperation 
from GHMC.Costing Rs 1.25 Lakh 
each, the aesthetically designed 
urinal made entirely of stainless 
steel is robust and requires mini-
mum maintenance. Each unit has 

two urinals with a uniquely de-
signed flush system which ensures 
easy maintenance. The whole unit 
is one piece with concealed flush 
with no scope for vandalism. The 
first location at Lakdi-ka-pool, 
which was highly prone to wayside 
urination near the Kala Bhavan is 
now clean. GHMC has supported 
the initiative by sprucing up the 
immediate vicinity and greening 
the area.

Gray Power said it could contrib-
ute more for the city’s needs and 
this was a small way for all NRIs 
to give back to the city where they 
grew up. GHMC on its part, compli-
mented Gray Power and requested 
other corporate entities to support 
the Swachh Hyderabad Mission. 
Commissioner Dr B Janardhan 
Reddy said development of a city 
like Hyderabad is a continuous pro-
cess and for sustainable infrastruc-
ture it would require contributions 
from all stakeholders to make this 
city truly Swachh. He added that 
many corporate entities were com-
ing forward to support the Swachh 
Hyderabad Mission and he assured 
all cooperation from GHMC.

Hyderabad, Feb 6: Relatives of five de-
ceased patients staged a dharna in front of 
the Niloufer Hospital here on Monday al-
leging that they died due to the negligence 
of doctors.  Considering the situation seri-
ously, the hospital superintendent Suresh 
Kumar conducted an emergency meeting 
on Monday. Later, speaking to the media, 
Suresh Kumar said that a Committee was 
appointed to find out the reasons for these 

deaths. The Committee will examine the 
reasons like heavy blood flow, caesarian 
operations, use of low-quality medicine, 
infections in operation theatre and medi-
cal negligence. He said a three-member 
committee was appointed with Dr Thiparaj 
Singh, Dr Padmini and Dr Rani. The hospi-
tal management will initiate action against 
the persons responsible for the deaths af-
ter the Committee submits the report.

Arrangements for 
“Ijtima” in city discussed

GHMC-Gray Power 
collaboration to provide 

25 state-of-the-art Urinals

Patients’ kin stage 
dharna at Niloufer Hospital

Hyderabad, Feb.7: Civil Sup-
plies Commissioner C.V. Anand, 
IPS, has diverted his attention 
on the old stocks lying in the go-
downs for years as per the orders 
of Civil Supplies Minister Etela 
Rajender.

Due to the old stocks in the go-
downs, space problem has arisen 
forcing the Corporation to hire 
additional space and also caus-
ing damage to the fresh stocks 
due to cross infestation. In this 
process, the Corporation held 
discussions with the representa-
tives of State Dal Millers’ Asso-
ciation for disposal of Redgram 
purchased in May last year and 
persuaded them to purchase old 
stocks of Redgram and Redgram 
Dal lying undisposed. Due to the 

initiation taken now, the Corpo-
ration sustained financial loss to 
some extent.

The Corporation will get Rs 
7.50 crore on disposal of old 
stock. It purchased 2000 MT of 
Redgram @ Rs 6930 per quintal 
incurring Rs 16 crore from the 
Centre last year as per the orders 
of Central and State Govern-
ments to make available Red-
gram dal @ Rs 120 per kg. to the 
poor in view of price rise of Red-
gram dal ranging from Rs 150 to 
Rs 170 per kg in the open market.

 When tenders were called for 
milling of 500 MT of Redgram, 
only one dal miller filed his ten-
der and 335 MT of Redgram dal 
was received after milling of 
500MT of Redgram. The Corpo-

ration was able to sell only 11 MT 
of Redgram dal and released 200 
MT to ICDS. Due to the sudden 
downfall in the rate of Redgram 
dal in the open market, the ICDS 
also did not come forward to 
purchase Redgram dal. There-
fore, 134 MT of Redgram dal and 
1500 MT of Redgram was lying 
with the corporation.

The issue of old stocks lying 
in the godown came to the no-
tice of CV Anand in the meeting 
held with the in-charges of MLS 
Points and the Commissioner 
initiated action for its disposal. 
When auction was conducted 
through NCDEX, only one ten-
der was received that too with 
lesser rate. Due to bumper crop 
of redgram and downward red-

gram dal rate, nobody was com-
ing forward to purchase old 
stock. Hence, the Commission-
er held a series of discussions 
with dal millers and convinced 
them to come forward taking it 
as social responsibility as they 
are also part and parcel of Civil 
Supplies Department. The dal 
millers have agreed to purchase 
493 MT of redgram @ 3300 per 
MT, 1008 MT of redgram @ Rs 
3100 per MT and 134 MT of Red-
gram dal @ Rs 4100 per quin-
tal. The Corporation realized 
Rs 7.50 crore against purchase 
of 2000 MT for Rs 15.54 crore. 
The Commissioner informed 
that the Corporation sustained 
a loss of Rs 8.04 crore in red-
gram dal due to lack of proper 

supervision, proper marketing 
planning and due to downward 
trend of price of redgram dal in 
the open market. Due to timely 
action taken now, the loss was 
reduced to some extent as dal 
millers were persuaded to agree 
to purchase redgram to avoid 
100% loss. The entire exercise 
was done with the approval of 
the government.

TS, Centre playing 
games on SC 

classification issue: 
Sampath

Hyderabad, Feb.7: Alleging that the state and central 
governments were playing games with the lives of the 
Daliths, Alampur Congress MLA SA Sampath Kumar has 
said that both the governments were playing hide and seek 
game with the Dalith’s welfare. Speaking to the media at 
Assembly Media Hall here on Tuesday, Sampath Kumar 
wondered asking the state government to tell as to why it 
was feared to release white paper on welfare of the Daliths.  
He asked the state government to accept its injustice done 
to the Daliths for the last two years. Chief Minister K Chan-
drsekhar Rao and Union Minister M Venkaiah Naidu were 
pursuing the categorisation of SC reservations for their 
political interests. KCR and Venkaiah Naidu’s mean poli-
tics were the reason for the cancellation of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s meeting with the all-party delegation on 
categorisation of SC reservations. Both leaders have no in-
terest towards Daliths, he alleged. Stating that already 90 
percent of the work of categorisation.

Hyderabad, Feb.7: Continuing ti-
rade against YSRCP president Y S Ja-
ganmohan Reddy, TDP senior leader 
and MLC Gali Muddukrishnama 
Naidu today asked him to play a con-
structive Opposition role instead of 
levelling baseless allegations against 
Chief Minister N Chandrababu Nai-
du, who was relentlessly working for 
the development of the State. The 
TDP leader suggested to YSRC party 
to play a constructive role as an Op-
position party in Andhra Pradesh. 
Speaking to media persons here on 
Tuesday, Muddukrishnam Naidu 
asserted that the people of Andhra 
Pradesh have voted for TDP and its 
president Chandrababu Naidu with 
a confidence that he would develop 

the State as he did for United Andhra 
Pradesh, particularly Hyderabad city. 
He also alleged that Jaganmohan 
Reddy, instead of appreciating good 
work of Chandrababu Naidu for his 
efforts to develop Andhra Pradesh 
and Amaravati, Jagan was making 

statements as if he was supporting 
KCR government in Telangana.

Taking a dig on Telangana Chief 
Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao and 
his minister son KTR for their claims 
of making Hyderabad city into a world 
class city, the TDP leader reminded 
that it was Chandrababu Naidu, who 
developed Cyberabad, set up Biotech-
nology park, construction of world 
standard stadiums and green field 
Shamshabad airport and outer ring 
road.   Because of Chandrababu Nai-
du’s decisions and efforts, Hyderabad 
city stood at 5th place as a developed 
city in the world, not because of KCR 
or KTR. Gali Muddukrishnama Naidu 
also phooh phoohed the allegations of 
Jagan that 4.50 lakh people.

CV Anand disposes old redgram stocks to avert total loss

Gali asks Jagan to play 
constructive role

Relatives of five deceased patients staging a dharna in
 front of Niloufer Hospital on Monday.
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Kodanda alleges Kavitha’s 
role in Rs 110-cr scam

Hyderabad, Feb.7: Questioning the Chief 
Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao to tell as to why 
he failed to respond on the scam took place in 
Nizamabad Rice Millers, Congress Kisan Cell 
chairman M Kodanda Reddy alleged that Rs.100 
crores scam has taken place in the episode and 
Nizamabad MP K Kavitha’s hand was there in 
the scam. Speaking to the media at Gandhi Bha-
van here on Tuesday, Kodanda Reddy said that 
doubts were rising on the role of K Kavitha as 
the Ministry concerned was in the hands of the 
Chief Minister. He said that it was atrocious on 
the part of the Chief Minister that the latter was 
not responding on it. It was atrocious, he said 
and demanded the Chief Minister to order a im-
partial inquiry into the episode.

Elections for MLC for 
teacher’s constituency 

on march 9
Hyderabad, Feb.7: Hyderabad district election 

officer and GHMC commissioner Dr B Janard-
han Reddy today announced that MLC election 
for Mahabubnagar, Rangareddy and Hyderabad 
teachers constituency would be held on March 9. 
He said there are 23,013 voters in MLC teachers 
constituency of Mahabubnagar, Rangareddy and 
Hyderabad districts. Of them 6,675 voters in Ma-
habubnagar district, 11,832 voters in Rangareddy 
district and 4501 voters in Hyderabad district. As 
per the guidelines issued by the election com-
mission and the chief electoral officer, the model 
code of conduct came into force on February 6 
and will remain till the end of completion of elec-
tion process onMarch 18.  Notification would be 
issued on February 13, last date of making nomi-
nations on February 20, scrutiny of nomina-
tions on February 21. Date of poll is March 9 and 
counting of votes would be held on march 15.

Public can continue 
to accept Rs 10 coins as 

legal tender: RBI
Hyderabad, Feb.7: It has been reported that 

some uninformed persons are creating doubts 
about the genuineness of Rs. 10 coins in the minds 
of ordinary people including traders, shopkeep-
ers, etc., impeding the circulation of such coins 
in certain pockets of the states of Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh. The Reserve Bank of India has 
advised members of the public not to give cre-
dence to such rumours and to continue to accept 
these coins as legal tender in their transactions.

The Reserve Bank puts into circulation coins 
minted by the Government of India. These coins 
have distinctive features. Coins in new denomi-
nations and new designs reflect various themes - 
economic, social and cultural and are introduced 
from time to time to meet the transaction needs 
of the public. As coins remain in circulation for 
longer periods, it is possible that coins of differ-
ent designs and even shapes are circulating at 
the same time. One such change is introduction 
of the ‘Rupee symbol’ on coins in July 2011. So 
the new ₹ 10 coins have the rupee symbol but the 
earlier ones of the same denomination are with-
out the rupee symbol. However, both of them are 
legal tender and equally valid for transactions.

NTR’s widow to move 
court if biopic shows 

Naidu as hero
Hyderabad, Feb 7 (IANS) Former Andhra 

Pradesh Chief Minister N.T. Rama Rao’s sec-
ond wife Lakshmi Parvathi has threatened to 
move court if N. Chandrababu Naidu is por-
trayed as hero in a proposed film on the life of 
the late leader. She said on Tuesday that she will 
not keep quiet if historical facts were twisted in 
the biopic which Rama Rao’s son and leading 
Telugu actor N. Balakrishna plans to produce. 
Lakshmi Parvathi said if injustice was meted 
out to the TDP founder, she would wage a legal 
battle. She alleged that Chief Minister Naidu 
“backstabbed” his father-in-law NTR to usurp 
power. Balakrishna on Monday announced that 
he would produce a film on the life of his father 
NTR, the legendary Telugu actor and three-time 
Chief Minister of undivided Andhra Pradesh. The 
actor said he would play the role of his father. He 
also said the film would tell the entire story of 
his father, right from his humble beginning as a 
farmer’s son, his journey to become a superstar 
and one of the most popular political leaders.  
However, a day after his announcement, Lak-
shmi Parvathi voiced her doubts on how the film 
would portray the turbulent events of 1995 when 
Naidu ousted his father-in-law from power. Bon-
da Uma, a leader of Telugu Desam Party (TDP), 
said Lakshmi Parvathi would be the villain in the 
film.  “She is a villain in real life and she will be 
villain in the film too. She distanced NTR from 
people and everybody knows this,” he said.

Hyderabad, Feb.7: 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao today 
extended an invitation 
to President Pranab 
Mukherjee for the Cen-
tenary Celebrations of 
prestigious Osmania 
University scheduled to 
be held here for three 
days in April. The Chief 
Minister, who is in the 
national capital for a 
couple of days, called on 
the President and urged 
him to grace the cente-
nary celebrations of the 
OU to be held from April 

26 to 28. He also offered 
a similar invitation to 
Union Minister Prakash 
Javadekar on the occa-
sion.

The Chief Minister ap-
prised the President of 
the post-demonetization 
situation and political sce-
nario in Telangana. KCR 
urged Javadekar to sanc-
tion IIM for Telangana 
as was promised by the 
Centre and also one Kend-
riya Vidyalaya for each dis-
trict in the new State. The 
Union Minister was urged 
to allot funds for Osmania 

University development.
Jithender Reddy told 

mediapersons later that 
Pranab Mukherjee was 
expected to attend the 
centenary celebrations on 
the inaugural day of April 
26. Other dignitaries in-
vited will also attend the 
prestigious event, he said. 
Jithender Reddy said the 
Centre is to allot funds for 
the Osmania University 
development. Also present 
were: Deputy Chief Min-
ister Kadiam Srihari, MPs 
Jithender Reddy, B Vinod 
Kumar and K  Keshav Rao.

TFP.Khaled Bin Hussain
Hyderabad, Feb.7: Hamid 
Mohammad Khan, presi-
dent, Jamat-e-Islami Hind, 
Telangana and Odisha zone, 
has demanded that Nation-
al Eligibility-cum-Entrance 
Test (NEET)-2017 be con-
ducted in Urdu and other 
regional languages. Speak-
ing to the media here today, 
Hamid Mohammad Khan 
questioned the authority of 
Central Board of Secondary 
Examination (CBSE) for not 
allowing students of Urdu 
and other mediums in the 
NEET examination though 
there are 22 scheduled lan-
guages incorporated in the 
Constitution. “It is strange 
to know that because of 
the inability of the CBSE to 
conduct the NEET, it has 

excluded some of the im-
portant languages like Urdu, 
Malayalam and Punjabi this 
year”, he deplored.

It may be mentioned 
here that the CBSE released 
a notification adding Kan-
nada and Odia after im-
mense pressure erupted 
across the nation though 

initially there were only 
eight languages in the itin-
erary English, Hindi, As-
sami, Bengali, Gujarati, 
Marathi, Tamil and Telugu.

Hamid Mohammad 
Khan also said Urdu is an 
official language in Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkand, 
Uttarakhand, Maharash-
tra, Telangana and Karna-
taka and many students 
are studying in Urdu 
medium colleges. If the 
CBSE was not prepared 
to conduct the examina-
tion, time must be given 
and the State boards be 
allowed to conduct such 
examination at State level, 
he said. The NEET 2017 is 
slated to be held on May 7 
for which the registration 
process has begun.

Hyderabad, Feb.7: Min-
ister for Cinematography 
and Animal Husbandry 
Talasani Srinivas Yadav 
today announced that 
the TRS Government will 
spend about Rs 2000 cr 
for empowering Golla and 
Kuruma communities by 
giving 80 lakh sheep units 
to 4 lakh families across 
the state. Each family will 
get 20 plus one sheep and 
a total of 80 lakhs of sheep 
will be distributed among 
them for which a team of 
officials is making visits to 
various states. 

The minister was ad-
dressing a state level 
meeting of Yadava and 
Kuruma associations af-

ter they thanked the gov-
ernment for its gesture. 
Extending thanks the as-
sociation leaders poured 
milk on the photograph 
of Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao for agree-
ing to give 75 per cent of 
subsidy on the amounts 
of loan to be offered for 
sheep units. Speaking on 
the occasion the minister 
said that the government 
will conduct Sadar Utsav 
at Narayanaguda in a big 
way next year. 

The previous Congress 
government neglected 
Yadava and Kuruma com-
munities and offered only 
25 per cent of subsidy for 
similar units. However, 

KCR is keen to empower 
the two communities 
who can get the benefit 
he said. A state level pro-
gram to unite these two 
communities with 10 
lakh people will be con-
ducted at Nizam College 
grounds. In the name 
of government schemes 
and steps being taken for 
yadava welfare, a “Yadav 
Sankharavam” will be 
conducted at Asifabad on 
Feb 12 by former MLC A 
Nageshwara Rao to unite 
them he said adding that 
district level meetings 
will also be conducted. 
Stating that NCDC gave 
us Rs 400 cr towards wel-
fare of these communities 

Talasani meets 
Dasari at KIMS

Hyderabad, Feb.7: Minister for Cinema-
tography and Animal Husbandry Talasani 
Srinivas Yadav today made a visit to KIMS 
Hospital and inquired about the health con-

dition of noted film Director and producer 
Dr Dasarai Narayana Rao who is recuperat-
ing for some time.  The minister asked the 
doctors about Dasari’s health condition. 
Noted personalities are making a visit to the 
hospital to see the ailing director. Speak-
ing on the occasion the minister expressed 
concern at the hospitalization of Dasari Na-
rayana Rao. Dasari is like a father to Telugu 
film world and used to resolve any sort of is-
sues cropped up in the industry he said. He 
also said that Telugu people and his fans are 
praying with god for speedy recovery and 
the director is expected to discharge in two 
to three days. Those who present include 
corporators Aruna Goud, Tharuni, Naren-
der, Srinivas Goud, actor Kadambari Kiran 
Kumar, Kondeti Suresh and others.

Chalo Hyderabad on 
Feb 22: TJAC

Can’t  keep silent on
 “commissions” 

in name of projects: Chinna

CM invites President for 
OU Centenary fete

Jamat-e-Islami Hind wants NEET 
in Urdu, other regional languages

Hamid Mohammad Khan

Chief Minister K. Chandrashekhar Rao called on President of India Pranab 
Mukherjee at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Tuesday. 

Hyderabad, Feb.7: 
Telangana State Public 
Service Commission (TSP-
SC) has issued Notifica-
tion for Residential School 
Teachers’ Recruitment 
for 7306 vacancies under 
various categories, out 
of which, 2080 vacancies 
are notified for Minorities 
Residential Schools.

Addressing the me-
dia here on Tuesday, A K 
Khan, IPS (retd), Advisor 
to Government, Minori-
ties Affairs, said out of a to-
tal number of 7306 vacan-
cies, the 2080 vacancies 
were notified for Minori-
ties Residential Schools in 
the State. They are: TGTs-
4362; PGTs – 921 ; Physi-
cal Director – 6 ;Physical 
Education Teacher – 616 
;Art Teacher -372 ; Craft 
Teacher – 43;Music Teach-

er -197 ; Staff Teacher -533 
; Librarian – 256 , Total – 
7306 .

The TSPSC will be con-
ducting the examination 
in two stages, preliminary 
(Screening Test ) and Main 
Examination. In this regard, 
the State Government un-
der Minorities Welfare De-
partment through CEDM 
(Centre for Educational De-
velopment of Minorities) 
has decided to impart Free 
Coaching for preliminary 
(Screening test ) examina-
tion for Residential Teach-
ers Recruitment to Minority 
students in 12 centers one 
each in Adilabad, Hyder-
abad, Hyderabad old city, 
Karim Nagar, Khammam, 
Mahbubnagar, Manche-
rial, Nalgonda, Nizam-
abad, Sangareddy, Sidipet 
and Warangal. To avail 

free coaching, interested 
minority students are 
advised to apply online 
throughwww.msconline.
in and choose the near-
est coaching center. The 
CEDM centre will also 
provide free facility for fill-
ing online application on 
the TSPSC website. Well 
qualified faculty will be se-
lected to impart coaching 
to the candidates and free 
study material will be pro-
vided to the students dur-
ing the coaching program. 

Hyderabad, Feb 6: 
Telangana Joint Action 
Committee Chairman Prof  
Kodandaram today called 
upon unemployed and 
supporters of unemployed 
youth to join Chalo Hy-
derabad rally against the 
Telangana Government.

Addressing the media 
here on Monday, TJAC es-
tablished ‘Telangana Joint 
Action Committee-Hy-
derabad District’. “We are 
preparing to make Chalo 
Hyderabad rally success-
ful, said committee mem-
bers Venkat Reddy, Madhu 
Satyam Goud, Ramesh and 
others. Prof. Kodandaram 

and committee members 
released a Poster demand-
ing that the government 
release new employment 
notifications. The rally will 
start from Sundaraiah Vi-
gnana Kendram to Indira 
Park on February 22.  Prof. 
Kodandaram said, “We are 
not pressing for any new 
demands but implement 
what theTelangana State 
government had prom-
ised in 2014. They said 1.07 
lakh posts were vacant in 
various departments and 
we are demanding them 
only. But till now, the gov-
ernment recruited candi-
dates for only 5000 posts 

and filling of 15000 posts 
was in the process.  “We 
are demanding that the 
State Government release 
employment notification 
for unemployed youth 
below Intermediate and 
create self-employment 
programs.  Provide reser-
vations in private sector, 
encourage small scale in-
dustries which can create 
employment.

Hyderabad, Feb.7: Mak-
ing it clear that the Congress 
party was not against any Ir-
rigation project in the state, 
Congress MLA G Chinna 
Reddy has said the Congress 
party was against the ‘com-
missions’ being collected 
from contractors in the 
name of projects. Speaking 
to the media at Assembly 
Media Hall here on Tuesday, 
Chinna Reddy alleged that 
the TRS government was 
looting thousands of crores 

of public exchequer along 
with contractors. The gov-
ernment was increasing the 
estimations of the Palamu-
ru-Rangareddy without any 
link with the DPRs, he said. 
He suggested the Irrigation 

Minister T Harish Rao to stop 
spreading Gobles and made 
it clear that the Congress 
party will not keep quiet in 
case Harish Rao speaks as he 
wished. The government was 
not following the minimum 
protocol to the opposition 
leaders in the state, he said 
and alleged that the state 
government was behaving 
atrociously. He said that the 
TRS government was in fears 
that their true colours will 
come out if Congress.

Free coaching for Minorities 
in TSPSC Residential Teachers 

Recruitment

Hyderabad, Feb.7: Alleg-
ing that the BJP was adding 
fuel to the Tamil political 
crisis, CPI leader Dr K Na-
rayana has said the BJP was 
seriously trying to usher 
its rule in south India. In a 
note, Narayana mentioned 
that the BJP faced insult by 
indulging low level politics 
trying to use the caste and 
religion in Kerala recently. 
He alleged that the BJP was 
using TDP on one side and 
encouraging TRS on other 
side to find a place in Telu-
gu state. The BJP was trying 
to push the Tamil politics 
into crisis after the death of 

Jayalalitha, he alleged and 
said that the BJP was using 
its Governor as a pawn for 
it.

The BJP was trying to 
delay the process of be-
coming chief minister by 
Shashikala with the help of 
Governor and at the same 
time the centre was try-
ing to resurface the case 
against Shashikala, which 
was in Supreme Court. The 
Governor accepted the 
resignation of the Panner 
Selvam immediately but 
at the same time the same 
Governor was adopting 
delaying tactics in regard 

to oath taking program of 
Shashikala to create crisis 
in Tamil politics. The BJP 
was also encouraging the 
Jayalalitha’s niece Deepa 
on the other side to enter 
into politics. On the other 
side, DMK leader Stalin 
went to Delhi to do its own 
style of politics. He alleged 
that the BJP was trying for 
the political gain encour-
aging Deepa and opined 
that there was a need to 
the Left parties to come 
forward with specific ac-
tion plan to clear the po-
litical crisis prevailed in 
Tamil Nadu.

BJP trying to usher its rule 
in South: Narayana

Rs 2000 cr for Yadava, Kuruma 
welfare: Talasani
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Thiruvananthapuram, Feb 7 (IANS) As indefinite 
protests by the students of the Kerala Law Academy 
entered the 28th day on Tuesday, the Congress party 
said it is mulling legal recourse over the strike, a party 
leader said. Addressing reporters here, Leader of Oppo-
sition Ramesh Chennithala said: “We are waiting to get 
proper advice on how to take forward the ongoing stu-
dents protest in a legal way.  When the protests began 
they were a unified one but recently the CPI-M-backed 
Students Federation of India withdrew from the strike.  
The action was termed “cheating” by all the other stu-
dents organisations, including that of the ruling CPI’s 
AISF.  The law academy students are on an indefinite 
protest, demanding the resignation of its Principal Lek-
shmi Nair for her mismanagement and rude behaviour.  
The five-decade-old academy is a privately run institu-
tion by Narayanan Nair, who is the director and father of 
Lekshmi Nair.   It is also the alma mater of hundreds of 
present day politicians, police officers and government 
servants.  Nair has over the years been able to douse any 
student protest with ease, as it never had the support 
of frontline political parties owing to their soft corner 

for the director. But ever since his daughter took over, 
things took a turn for the worse.   “We are waiting for the 
state government to come out with a report on the own-
ership of the land...,” said Chennithala.  Barring the CPI-
M, all other leading political parties including the Left 
ally-CPI has demanded that the state government take 
over the academy.  “I met Governor P. Sathasivam, early 
in the day and requested him to intervene as the Pina-
rayi Vijayan government has done nothing to end the 
protests,” Chennithala said.  Kerala Education Minister 
C. Raveendranath who called for a conciliation meeting, 
himself walked out of the meet, he said .  Meanwhile, 
the condition of Congress legislator K. Muraleedharan 
whose indefinite fast entered the sixth day, supporting 
the demands of the students worsened on Tuesday with 
doctors asking for him to be shifted to a hospital.  V.V. 
Rajesh, state BJP spokesperson, is also on an indefinite 
fast.  Revenue Secretary P.H. Kurian has been asked to 
submit a detailed report on the ownership of the land 
by Revenue Minister E.Chandrashekeran.  The academy 
was closed indefinitely with politicians demanding the 
intervention of the Chief Minister.

Chennai, Feb 7 (IANS) Actor Rana Daggubati says 
he missed sunlight while shooting 18 days non-stop 
underwater for upcoming Telugu-Hindi war-at-sea 
drama “Ghazi”, based on the mysterious sinking of 
PNS Ghazi submarine during the 1971 war between 
India and Pakistan. “At the end of the 18th day, I was 
gasping for sunlight. When you haven’t felt the sun 
on your face and you’ve been breathing recycled air 
for months, getting on the surface of water and on 
land is like freedom at last! How I missed the beauti-
ful sunlight,” Rana told IANS.  In the film, Rana plays 
Lt. Commander Arjun Varma.  Recollecting the ex-
perience of shooting underwater in a submarine set-
ting, he said: “The naval sailors possess tremendous 
amount of grit as they live life without surfacing from 
underwater for days altogether, breathing the same 
air virtually every day.” 

Punjab 
National Bank net 
zooms to Rs 207 

crore
Chennai, Feb 7 (IANS) The government-owned Punjab 

National Bank (PNB) on Tuesday said it closed the third 
quarter of the current fiscal with a net profit of Rs 207.18 
crore.  In a regulatory filing with BSE, the bank said it 
has posted a net profit of Rs 207.18 crore for the quarter 
ended December 31, 2016, as compared to Rs 51.01 crore 
for the quarter ended December 31, 2015.  The bank’s to-
tal income has increased from Rs 13,891.20 crore for the 
quarter ended December 31, 2015, to Rs 14,497.65 crore 
for the quarter ended December 31, 2016.  

IDBI Bank posts 
net loss of Rs 

2,254 crore
 Chennai, Feb 7 (IANS) IDBI Bank on Tuesday said it 

closed last quarter with a higher net loss of Rs 2,254.96 
crore.  In a regulatory filing with BSE, the bank said it 
has posted a net loss of Rs 2,254.96 crore for the quar-
ter ended December 31, 2016, as compared to net loss 
of Rs 2,183.68 crore for the quarter ended December 31, 
2015.  Total Income has decreased from Rs 7,361.86 crore 
for the quarter ended December 31, 2015, to Rs 7,104.21 
crore for the quarter ended December 31, 2016.

CPI-CPI-M differences 
taking toll on

 governance: Congress
Thiruvananthapuram, Feb 7 (IANS) Infighting in the Left-

led Kerala government besides differences within the bureau-
cracy has hit governance, the Congress said on Tuesday. The 
functioning of the government has come to a standstill with 
all round differences of opinion, Opposition leader Ramesh 
Chennithala told the media.  “The single biggest reason for 
this is on account of the serious differences between the Com-
munist Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M) and the Communist 
Party of India (CPI),” he said.  The issues related to the disclo-
sure through RTI Act, Maoists and student protests, he said.  
He said articles in the CPI’s party organ released on Monday 
showed that things were not well between the CPI and CPI-
M, which heads the Left Democratic Front (LDF) government. 
The CPI is the second largest group in LDF.  “Also, though 
the CPI-M claims that factional feuds are a thing of the past, 
every day (CPI-M leader) V.S. Achuthanandan has a different 
opinion to that of his government, besides the feud between 
the bureaucracy and the Vigilance department,” Chennithala 
said.  This, he said, had dented the work of the government.

Allu Arjun’s ‘DJ’
 teaser to be out for 

Maha Shivaratri
Chennai, Feb 7 (IANS) The first teaser of Allu Arjun-starrer 

Telugu action-drama “Duvvada Jagannadham” aka “DJ” will 
be released to co-incide with Maha Shivaratri later this month, 
a source said.  “The makers are planning to release the teaser 
on February 24 to coincide with Maha Shivaratri,” the source 
from the film’s unit told IANS, and added that the film’s shoot 
is going on in full swing.  Also starring Pooja Hegde and directed 
by Harish Shankar, the film is being produced by Dil Raju. The 
film marks the debut of popular Bollywood cinematographer 
Ayananka Bose, who has worked in films such as “Student of the 
Year”, “Kick” and “Dishoom”.  

M.K. Stalin likely 
to visit Delhi

Chennai, Feb 7 (IANS) DMK Working President M.K. Stalin is likely 
to visit New Delhi to meet President Pranab Mukherjee, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Rajnath Singh to appraise 
them of the political situation in Tamil Nadu. However, party spokes-
person and MP T.K.S. Elangovan said there was no official confirma-
tion about the visit.  “I am in Delhi and so are the other party MPs. 
We haven’t got any information about Stalin’s Delhi visit. He may 
come tonight (Tuesday),” Elangovan told IANS over phone from Del-
hi on Tuesday.  According to reports, Stalin will appeal to President 
Mukherjee not to allow AIADMK General Secretary V.K. Sasikala to 
be sworn as the Chief Minister till the apex court delivers its judge-
ment in the corruption case in which she is one of the accused.  

Chennai, Feb 7 (IANS) Dee-
pa Jayakumar, the niece late 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J. 
Jayalalithaa, on Tuesday said 
the media briefing called by 
the AIADMK leader’s doctors 
was “stage-managed”.  Jaya-
kumar said she cared about 
the state and the people, and 
not about her aunt’s prop-
erty, and accused the state 
police of creating hurdles 
in her public programmes 
by refusing permission and 
other means.  “I will not be 
cowed down by threats,” she 
said, when asked if she had 
received any. “A lot of people 
are unhappy about AIADMK. 
I will not ditch people who 
come to me. I will continue 
to be in public life till the 
end,” said Jayakumar, who 
has been positioning her-
self as her aunt’s political 
heir.   Jayakumar said she 
would announce her future 
plans on February 24. Earlier, 

she had said she would an-
nounce her decision whether 
to join AIADMK or float her 
own party on that day.  On 
AIADMK’s decision to elect 
Jayalalithaa’s close aide V.K. 
Sasikala as the party’s Gener-
al Secretary and the leader of 

the legislature party, Jayaku-
mar said: “Being with some-
one for 33 years is not a quali-
fication to become the Chief 
Minister of a state.” Jayala-
lithaa died on Dec 5, 2016, af-
ter being admitted to Apollo 
Hospital for around 75 days. 

Chennai, Feb 7 (IANS) Ac-
tress Tamannaah Bhatia, 
who has an interesting line-
up of films in her kitty this 
year, is very excited to team 
up with actor Vikram for the 
first time in an upcoming yet-
untitled Tamil actioner. “I’m 
thrilled to be finally joining 
hands with Vikram. Although 
I can’t talk about my role yet, 
I can say that was blown away 
when I heard the story. I will 
join the sets from March,” 
Tamannaah, who has the 

Tamil remake of “Queen” and 
Telugu film “Pellichoopulu” 
in the offing, told IANS.  To 
be directed by Vijay Chander, 
the film starts rolling from Fri-
day.  Interestingly, Vikram will 
be juggling this project and 
Gautham Menon’s “Dhruva 
Natchathiram”.  Popular Bho-
jpuri actor Ravi Kishan will 
be making his industry debut 
in an antagonist’s role with 
this project.  S.S. Thaman has 
been roped in to compose 
music for the film.

Chennai, Feb 7 (IANS) The AIADMK on Tuesday 
said the Governor is constitutionally obligated to 
swear-in duly-elected person as Chief Minister and 
that it was not worried over the legal challenges 

against impending swearing-in of V.K. Sasikala to 
the top elected post. “It is a constitutional obliga-
tion on the part of a Governor to swear-in a duly-
elected person as the Chief Minister,” AIADMK 
spokesperson Panruti S. Ramachandran told the 
media here. 

Asked about the delay in the government for-
mation, Ramachandran said the party is awaiting 
Governor Ch. Vidyasagar Rao’s return to Chennai.  
“The AIADMK legislature party had unanimously 
elected Chinnamma (Sasikala) as its leader. We 
are waiting for Governor Ch. Vidyasagar Rao to re-
turn to Chennai -- then all our MLAs will visit Raj 
Bhavan and present themselves before him as also 
provide him with the written intent of our party 
to form the government under the leadership of 
Chinnamma,” he said.  AIADMK General Secre-
tary V.K. Sasikala is set to be sworn in as the new 

Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu after the resignation 
of O. Panneerselvam’s from the post was accepted 
by the Governor on Monday.  Ramachandran also 
dismissed as baseless the charges levelled by for-
mer Tamil Nadu assembly Speaker P.H. Pandian 
and former Rajya Sabha member Manoj Pandian 
earlier in the day.  He said it is for the doctors, and 
not others, to decide whether Jayalalithaa was poi-
soned.  Speaking to reporters earlier, Manoj Pan-
dian claimed that Jayalalithaa had once told him 
that she may be poisoned to death.  “It was P.H. 
Pandian who is responsible for the disproportion-
ate assets case against late J. Jayalalithaa and oth-
ers,” said K.A. Sengottaiyan, an AIADMK legislator.  
Sengottaiyan said all the five members of Pandian 
family were given positions/posts by the AIADMK 
and he is now talking against the party because he 
is not in any position.

Governor obligated to swear-in duly 
elected person: AIADMK

Thrilled to team up 
with Vikram: 
Tamannaah

‘Katamarayudu’ 
teaser clocks 5 

million views in 
record time

Naga Chaitanya’s 
first film after 

engagement 
launched

Missed sunlight while shooting 
for ‘Ghazi’: Rana Daggubati

Chennai, Feb 7 (IANS) The teaser of actor 
Pawan Kalyan’s upcoming Telugu actioner 
“Katamarayudu”, a remake of Tamil blockbust-
er “Veeram”, has clocked 5 million views in just 
57 hours. Going by the numbers, “Katamarayu-
du” stands only next to Rajinikanth’s “Kabali”.  
Directed by Kishore Kumar Pardasani, the film 
also stars Shruti Haasan, Tarun Arora, Siva Ba-
laji, Krishna Chaitanya and Kamal Kamaraju.  
The teaser, which features a dhoti-clad Pawan 
Kalyan sporting twirled moustache and display-
ing never-seen-before swag, was lapped up by 
fans instantly.  Produced by North Star Enter-
tainment, the film has music by Anup Rubens.  
If all goes as planned, the film is most likely to 
hit the screens on March 29.

Chennai, Feb 7 (IANS) Actor Naga Chaitanya’s 
first film after his engagement to actress Saman-
tha Ruth Prabhu last week, was launched on 
Tuesday. The yet-untitled Telugu project also 
stars Lavanya Tripathi. Sharing the news on his 
Twitter page, he wrote: “Naga Chaitanya 14 is a 
go. Exciting times ahead.”  The project is Naga 
Chaitanya’s 14th film and it will be directed by 
debutant Krishna Marimuthu.  Also starring 
Meka Srikanth, the film is being bankrolled Sai 
Korrapati under Varahi Chalana Chitram ban-
ner.  The rest of the cast will be finalised soon.  
On the career front, Naga Chaitanya is busy 
shooting for a yet-untitled project with director 
Kalyan Krishna.

Kerala Law Academy: Congress 
mulls legal route

Doctors’ press meet “stage
managed”: Jayalalithaa’s niece
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Jharkhand appoints Loka-
yukt after one year

Ranchi, Feb 7 (IANS) The Jharkhand government ap-
pointed High Court Justice (retd.) Dhruva Narayan Up-
padhay as the Lokayukt on Tuesday.

The post of Lokayukt was lying vacant since January 
2016 after Justice D.N. Sahay retired. The Bharatiya Janata 
Party-led Jharkhand government had been facing criti-
cism from opposition parties for not appointing the Lo-
kayukt in the past one year. Hundreds of cases related to 
corruption were pending in the absence of a Lokayukt.

Modi takes dig at Rahul, re-
plies to Kharge’s comment

New Delhi, Feb 7 (IANS) Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday took a dig at Congress Vice-President 
Rahul Gandhi in the Lok Sabha, saying that the earth-
quake that shook Delhi on Monday night was the one 
that the Congress leader had earlier warned about.

Rahul Gandhi had earlier warned of an earthquake if 
he were to make revelations about the Prime Minister’s 
personal involvement in a scam.

“Finally, the earthquake came... I was threatened 
about it long back,” the Prime Minister said leading to 
an uproar in the opposition benches.

Modi was speaking during a reply to the discussion on 
the motion of thanks on the President’s address to the 
joint session of Parliament on January 31.

While some members from the Congress said the 
Prime Minister was being insensitive and not keeping 
the dignity of his post, Trinamool Congress leader Kaly-
an Banerjee retorted: “The number of earthquakes have 
increased since you came to power.”

The Prime Minister also replied to Congress leader 
Mallikarjun Kharge’s Monday remark that Modi could 
become the Prime Minister only because the Congress 
had protected democracy for 70 years.

“The Congress said democracy is there because of 
them; they said they protected democracy and did a fa-
vour to the country. But everyone knows democracy has 
been sacrificed for a family,” Modi said.

He referred to the Emergency imposed by the then In-
dira Gandhi government in 1975, in response to which 
the opposition members quipped that there was an “un-
declared Emergency” at present.

“They (Congress) did not know the power of the peo-
ple. It was because of the people that democracy was re-
instated. It is because of the people that a poor mother’s 
son could become the Prime Minister of India,” Modi 
said.

As for Kharge’s comments in the Lok Sabha on Monday 
that Congress members had laid down their lives for the 
country whereas none from the Bharatiya Janata Party 
had done so, the Prime Minister said: “Knowing history 
is important... whether we were there or our dogs were 
there... other people’s dogs may have been there... we 
did not grow in the culture of dogs....” 

Kharge’s comment was subsequently ordered to be ex-
punged by the chair.

 Milind Soman flays 
attack on Bhansali

Kolkata, Feb 7 (IANS) Supermodel-actor Milind Soman 
on Tuesday spoke out against the attack on veteran film-
maker Sanjay Leela Bhansali on the sets of “Padmavati” by 
members of a fringe group. “I can’t appreciate it. Nobody 
can take law into their own hands,” said Milind, whose last 
film “Bajirao Mastani” was directed by Bhansali.

Milind spoke on the sidelines of Pinkathon, a wom-
en’s run programme taking place for the first time in the 
city. Bhansali was roughed up by members of a Rajput 
community group, who also stopped the shooting of the 
film by damaging the set at Jaigarh Fort, alleging that 
the director was “distorting facts” in the movie which is 
about Alauddin Khilji and Rani Padmavati.

Milind, a fitness freak himself and creator of the ini-
tiative, said the March 26 Pinkathon will also focus on 
spreading awareness about breast cancer.

Arunachal first NE 
state to implement 
e-Cabinet solution

Thackeray embraces BJP-
baiter Hardik Patel

Sextortion, 
sexting, 

terror grow-
ing concern 

in India: 
Microsoft

Itanagar, Feb 7 (IANS) 
Arunachal Pradesh on Tues-
day became the first state in 
the northeast to implement e-
Cabinet solution for the state 
cabinet members.

Using this system, the cabi-
net members can access the 
cabinet notes before the meet-
ing. The entire business of the 
Cabinet can be conducted us-
ing the e-Cabinet solution.

“e-Cabinet is a powerful tool 
that the Arunachal Pradesh 
government plans to use to 
streamline its decision-making 
process,” an official said.

Implemented by the depart-
ment of Information Technol-
ogy and Communication, the 
solution lets Ministers prepare 
for cabinet meetings, conduct 
them and review minutes, en-
tirely without paper. The e-
Cabinet solution will give re-

mote access to the Ministers 
to view Cabinet notes and the 
same will be circulated well in 
advance for proper analysis 
and feedback. The e-Cabinet 
solution will give remote access 
to the Ministers to view Cabi-
net notes and the same will be 
circulated well in advance for 
proper analysis and feedback. 
“The system is a multi-user 
secure solution that keeps rel-
evant information organised 
and updated in real time, giv-
ing ministers a clear overview 
of each item under discussion.

Once Arunachal Pradesh 
adopts the e-Cabinet system 
fully, the average length of the 
cabinet meetings will go down 
from 4-5 hours to just 30-90 
minutes and the government 
can also eliminate the need to 
print and deliver thousands of 
pages of documents. 

Mumbai, Feb 7 (IANS) Shiv Sena Presi-
dent Uddhav Thackeray on Tuesday 
extended a warm welcome to Gujarat 
Patidar leader Hardik Patel, a staunch op-
ponent of the Bharatiya Janata Party.

Patel, 24, who arrived in Mumbai late 
on Monday night, claimed there was 
no political agenda and he had come to 
pay homage to the late Shiv Sena patri-
arch Bal Thackeray and seek Thackeray’s 
blessings as an ‘elder’.

“Maharashtra is a land of valiant peo-
ple and I have come to meet some of the 
good people here... Presently, the country 
is being run by undesirable people,” Patel 
said, interacting with the crowded media 
contingent jointly with Thackeray at the 
latter’s residence, Matoshree, Bandra.

To a question, Patel said he would sup-
port the 11 Gujarati candidates nomi-
nated by the Shiv Sena for the ensuing 
BrihanMumbai Municipal Corporation 
(BMC) elections but would not directly 
campaign for the party.

“I am still young and learning... Why 
should the Shiv Sena need me? It’s a tiger 
and a tiger needs no one,” said Patel, side-

stepping any suggestions of a possible 
tie-up with Shiv Sena after his first meet-
ing with the party leaders on Tuesday. On 
his part, lauding Patel’s campaign for the 
uplift of the people of Gujarat, Thackeray 
said he (Patel) would be the face of the 
Shiv Sena in the next assembly elections 
in the neighbouring state.

“We always maintain our friendships 
firmly, and never break them till the op-
posite person snaps it,” Thackeray re-
marked in what was perceived to be a 
mild warning to Patel.

Reacting to the meeting, Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis remarked: “The 
ground is slipping under them, so they 
have to call anybody and take such steps.”

Patel is to take part in a road-show for 
his friend Biren Limbachaya and Shiv 
Sena candidate in the BMC polls, and 
campaign for him in Goregaon area of 
north-west Mumbai.

Around 15 percent of voters in Mum-
bai comprise affluent Gujaratis who are 
mostly into businesses, trading and en-
trepreneurship and are wooed by all po-
litical parties for the BMC elections.

New Delhi, Feb 7 (IANS) 
There is a growing concern 
for cyberbullying, terror re-
cruiting, sexting, revenge 
porn and sextortion among 
Indian users as internet pen-
etration shows an increase, a 
new study released by Micro-
soft on Tuesday has found.

The study noted that 77 per 
cent Indians reported behav-
ioural concerns like cyber-
bullying, trolling, online ha-

rassment, sexual solicitation, 
sexting, revenge porn or sex-
tortion. The study conducted 
through Digital Civility Index 
(DCI) is a part of Microsoft’s 
commitment to raise aware-
ness on the need for digital 
civility and safety across 14 
countries. 

With internet comes the 
risk of being exposed to a 
plethora of online risks. At 
least 63 per cent of Indian re-

spondents reported having 
been exposed to an online 
risk and 44 per cent said they 
had experienced their most 
recent online risk in January 
only. 

“Microsoft is using the 
DCI to demonstrate the need 
to further educate young 
adults, parents, educators 
and policymakers about the 
real-world consequences of 
negative online interactions,” 

said Madhu Khatri, Associate 
General Counsel, Microsoft 
India. Interestingly, more 
males (64 per cent) in India 
reported risks as compared to 
females (61 per cent). 

It was also found that 
youths in India were more 
confident than adults in 
managing uncivil behaviour 
and were more knowledge-
able about where to get help 
if needed. 

Narayanpur, Feb 7 (IANS) Ten 
Maoists are believed to have 
been killed in a heavy exchange 
of fire when they attacked a po-
lice camp in Narayanpur district 
of Chhattisgarh.

“There were around 40-50 
Maoists. They lobbed bombs 
and fired mortar shells. The 
policemen responded by fir-
ing, forcing the Maoists to flee,” 
Superintendent of Police Ab-
hishek Meena said.  He said the 
exchange of fire continued for 
two hours late on Monday night 
after which the Maoists fled the 
spot.  “Police have found blood 
marks and recovered ammuni-

tion.” Meena said 10 Maoists 
are believed to have been killed 
whose bodies have been taken 
by those who fled the scene. 

A pubic grievance redressal 
meeting by the government was 
to be conducted at Aakbeda 
area, a Maoist stronghold. 

Maoists had warned the vil-
lagers that they would be tried 
in kangaroo courts if they at-
tended the meeting.  The situa-
tion in the area is tense and gov-
ernment officials and villagers 
are fearing to participate in the 
meeting. However, the meeting 
will take place under full secu-
rity cover. 

Guwahati, Feb 7 (IANS) Con-
sidering the vision document of 
the BJP-led Assam government, 
state Finance Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma on Tuesday tabled 
the Budget 2017-18 with a deficit 
of Rs 2,349.79 crore.

“The Budget estimates show 
a receipt of Rs 84,732.16 crore 
under the consolidated fund of 
state, of which Rs 70,719.61 crore 
is on revenue account and the re-
maining Rs 14,012.55 crore is un-
der capital account,” said Sarma 
while presenting the Budget. He 
said the total expenditure from 

the consolidated fund of state 
in 2017-18 is estimated at Rs 
85,922.69 crore.

In a first, the government has 
merged the Plan and non-Plan 
heads to end the discrimination in 
the budgeting of salaries of Muster 
Roll and Work Charge employees. 
To drive the financial inclusion of 
tea garden workers, he said they 
would be paid Rs 5,000 each. “Ini-
tially Rs 2,500 will be paid to each 
tea garden worker who has opened 
bank accounts and subsequently 
another Rs 2,500 would be paid to 
them,” he said.

Mumbai, Feb 7 (IANS) Meme-
sys Culture Labs, founded by Na-
tional Award-winning filmmaker 
Anand Gandhi, has launched a 
virtual reality (VR) app ElseVR 
channel. Its members said that it 
will help to bring a transparency 
in storytelling and narrative jour-
nalism.

Swarup, executive editor of 
ElseVR channel, told IANS here: 
“Coming from print journalism, 
I think it is not the print that is 
becoming a dinosaur but we jour-
nalists are...we have to change the 
style of storytelling with a fresh 

perspective and we have to learn 
how to incorporate technology 
for the betterment of stories.”

She added: “VR is one of the 
technologies that is giving a 
360-degree view of an incident, 
bringing lots of questions in your 
(viewers’) mind and then on our 
website, through text, we are giv-
ing an insight on the issue where 
you (audiences) may find the an-
swer. That’s how the VR adds a 
transparency and complements 
text and visual at the same time.”

Agreeing with her, Pourush 
Turel, one of the directors of the 

film “Cast Is Not A Rumor”, said: 
“VR is the medium in journalism 
where you cannot hide anything... 
that will create a better insight in 
visual storytelling. So, I think it is 
impactful and transparent”.

The channel is now ready 
with four documentaries - “Sub-
merged”, “Cast Is Not A Rumor”, 
“Right to Pray” and “When All 
Land is Lost, Do We Eat Coal?”. 
There is also a virtual making of 
superstar Aamir Khan’s latest 
blockbuster “Dangal” that lets 
fans go through an experience 
straight from the film’s sets.

Chandigarh, Feb 7 (IANS) 
Following the resumed agita-
tion by Jats, the Haryana gov-
ernment on Tuesday set up a 
five-member committee head-
ed by Chief Secretary D.S. Dhesi 
“to consider the demands and 
resolve the problems of those 
agitating for reservation” in the 
state.

Additional Chief Secretary 
(Home) Ram Niwas, Principal 
Secretary Industries Devender 
Singh, General Administration 
Secretary Vijayendra Kumar 

and Additional Director Gen-
eral of Police (Law and Order) 
Mohammad Akil are on the 
panel.

“Any organisation, section 
of society or an individual can 
submit their viewpoint(s) and 
suggestion(s) to the commit-
tee, either in writing or orally. 
The committee will try its best 
to resolve their issues under the 
Constitution and different deci-
sions and directions given by 
the Punjab and Haryana High 
Court,” a Haryana government 

spokesman said on Tuesday.  
He reiterated the state govern-
ment’s commitment to resolve 
the people’s problems under 
constitutional provisions.

The BJP government’s move 
comes in the wake of the re-
sumed agitation by the Jats 
since January 29 in support of 
their demands and grievances.

The agitation resumed by 
the All India Jat Aarakshan 
Sangharsh Samiti led by Yash-
pal Malik has seen protests in 
19 districts of Haryana. More 

protesters, including women, 
the elderly and children, have 
joined the agitation in the past 
week.

The protesters are seeking 
implementation of reservation 
for Jats, jobs for the kin of those 
killed during the earlier stir by 
the community in February last 
year and action against officials 
who ordered the use of force on 
Jat protesters.

The Jat agitation in February 
2016 left 30 people dead and 
over 200 injured.

New Delhi, Feb 7 (IANS) Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Tuesday said the 
difference between his government and 
the Congress-led governments of the 
past was of “work culture” and noted 
that policies could be effective only if 
intentions were pure. Replying to the 
motion of thanks on the President’s 
address in the Lok Sabha, Modi said 
there was need to realise the inherent 
strength of people of the country and 
create an atmosphere that takes the 
country to new heights. 

“Our government has been seeking to 
harness potential of people and create 
synergy,” Modi said. 

Attacking the Congress, Modi said its 
leaders have been stating that many of 
the welfare measures taken by the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance (NDA) gov-
ernment were started by them. He asked 
if the schemes had been properly imple-
mented. 

“The difference is in work culture,” 
Modi said. Modi said the bill against be-
nami transactions was passed in 1988 
during the Rajiv Gandhi government but 
the rules were not notified for 26 years. 

He said Congress leaders were right 
when they say that black money was not 
only in cash but also in the form of prop-
erty and jewellery but members in the 
House wanted to know when did they 
get this realisation.  “If you had notified 
the rules, the situation would not have 
been as bad. You will have to give a reply. 
You can’t escape,” he said, referring to 

Congress members.  Modi also referred 
to observations of the Supreme Court of 
March 2014 which noted that the UPA 
government had not done enough to 
bring back black money from abroad. 

Modi said his government had taken 
several steps to curb black money in 
the last two-and-a-half years and bring 
unaccounted transactions into the for-
mal economy.  Referring to allegations 
of corruption during the UPA govern-
ment, he said the question asked in Par-
liament then was how much money had 
been lost.

“The question now asked is how much 
money came back (owing to demoneti-
sation),” Modi said. 

He said Congress leaders will take 
claim for the scheme relating to optical 
fibre network but in three years of UPA 
government (2011-14) only 59 villages 
were connected. 

“76,000 (villages) have been connected 
with last mile connectivity (during NDA 
rule),” Modi said. 

He said the Congress takes credit for 
the computer revolution and for spread 
of mobile connectivity, but when he 
seeks to encourage mobile payments, 
there is criticism. “There has to be a be-
ginning,” he said.  Modi said 69 km of 
roads were built per day under the Prad-
han Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana during 
the UPA government but now the speed 
was 111 km per day. He said the govern-
ment was working hard and has acceler-
ated the pace of work in other schemes.

10 Maoists killed in Chhattisgarh

Assam Finance Minister
 tables budget

‘Virtual reality adds transparency to 
narrative journalism’

Haryana sets up 5-member panel as 
Jat protests gain momentum

Difference between Congress, BJP 
governments is work culture: Modi
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The Indian situation in South-East Asia has its 

own importance. First of all, South- East Asia is 

strategically very important as it stands in be-

tween the two big seas, also the economy of this 

region has not been safely and adequately devel-

oped. The standard of living in these countries 

is also very low, and people have been deprived 

of many essential needs. Education is the most 

neglected factor in development and the policy 

of the government regarding the medium of edu-

cation and it is not certain and keeps changing. 

It is a well-known fact that a child must start his 

education in his mother tongue. Once he starts 

understanding the minor concepts of life and 

social relationship and widens his vision and 

knowledge, any other language can be added. 

Thus, a child will become bilingual by the age of 

12 years by which time they will have mastered 

their own mother tongue as well as the language 

of the neighbourhood. Any foreign language 

must be introduced only when they reach high 

school and gradually the language has to start 

with conversation, exchange of letters and build 

up a good base for technology that is used in in-

dustrial development. Of course, literature has 

its own importance and it refines the child and 

allows him to use foreign literature, magazines 

and books, but India must remember that it must 

have new modern technology, which is needed 

in every walk of life and without technical knowl-

edge, it is impossible to develop the country and 

use the natural resources given by nature and 

also employment must be widened. India has not 

been watching how the world is changing and 

developing fast.

  Our villages were self-sufficient and all the 

technology that was used was readily available 

in the village itself. They never had to wait for 

days together if any instrument was broken. This 

is no longer a facility available in the village. 

Therefore, it is highly important that villages must 

be made self-sufficient and any broken instru-

ment should not take a long time to be mended 

because the delay and gaps damage the crops.  

 Education must be planned in such a practi-

cal manner that it works in harmony with the so-

cial atmosphere as well as with nature and the 

growth of the economy. It is also necessary that 

educated people enter Agriculture and make it 

useful and integrated for the development of the 

country.         

By Devanik Saha 

It takes an average of 261 days 
for a parliamentary law to 
come into force, according to 

a report by Vidhi Centre for Legal 
Policy, a think-tank.

The report analysed 44 laws en-
acted by Parliament between 2006 
and 2015 and calculated the aver-
age number of days between a law 
receiving presidential assent and 
coming into force.

More than half of the laws ana-
lysed entered into force within six 
months.

After receiving presidential as-
sent, implementation of the law 
requires two more steps. First, the 
government must bring it into force 
through notification in the Official 
Gazette. The second step -- which 
is not essential but integral to the 
practical working of the law -- is the 
framing of rules. Most laws require 
rules in accordance with the law -- 
for its implementation -- approved 
by the legislature, before they are 
presented to each house of parlia-
ment.

“Most members of Parliament 
(MPs) are unaware of how long 
it takes for rules to be framed for 
bringing a law into force,” Shashi 
Tharoor, MP from Thiruvanantha-
puram, said in an email interview 
to IndiaSpend. “Though the rules 
are supposed to be tabled in Par-
liament, they are almost never dis-
cussed. So, they pass by unnoticed 
among the welter of other papers 
laid on the table by ministers.”

As many as 92 hours of Lok Sabha 
disruption cost India Rs 144 crore 
during the 10th session of the cur-
rent Lok Sabha, which ended on 
December 16, 2016.

The delay in implementing the 
laws is an issue of betraying public 
expectations rather than wasting 
taxpayer’s money, added Tharoor.

“The public sees from media re-
porting that a law has been passed 
or changed, and naturally expects 
that what they have read in the 
newspapers is the new reality. It is 
wrong to keep them waiting for 261 
days to adjust to what they are told 
is the law of the land,” Tharoor said.

The Black Money (Undisclosed 

Foreign Income and Assets) and 
Imposition of Tax Act 2015 took 311 
days (more than 10 months) to get 
implemented.

The Bill was passed by the Lok 
Sabha on 11th May, 2015 and the 
Rajya Sabha on 13th May, 2015.

As many as 644 declarations of 
undisclosed foreign income and 
assets were received under this act, 
and Rs 2,428 crore was collected in 
taxes. Ninety per cent of the collec-
tion came from five per cent of dec-
larations, according to reports.

Another important bill, the Aad-
haar (Targeted Delivery of Finan-
cial and Other Subsidies, Benefits 
and Services) Act, 2016, was passed 
in the budget session of the Parlia-
ment (in March 2016) but the no-
tification of its provisions began 
only in September after the Unique 
Identification Authority of India 
(UIDAI) received statutory backing 
and the regulations under the Act 
were notified.

The UIDAI was constituted in 
2009 but that was through an ex-
ecutive notification issued by the 
erstwhile Planning Commission. It 
received statutory backing after the 
Aadhaar Act, 2016, was enacted.

The bill was introduced as a mon-
ey bill by the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), which generated outrage 
among the opposition parties.

A money bill can only be intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha, or the 

lower house. The Rajya Sabha, or 
the upper house, can recommend 
changes to a money bill. However, 
these aren’t binding and, if the low-
er house rejects the suggestion, the 
bill is automatically passed.

Supreme Court judge Madan B. 
Lokur had criticised the govern-
ment in March 2016 for delaying the 
implementation of the Juvenile Jus-
tice Act 2015.“I would imagine that 
before you come out with the Act, 
you have to have the rules in place,” 
Justice Lokur told The Hindu. “Such 
a view would apply to any law. You 
have got to get everything in place.”

Of the five laws that took the lon-
gest time to be implemented, 1,249 
days elapsed between the Carriage 
By Road Act 2007 receiving presi-
dential assent and the first set of 
rules being framed.

It was introduced in the Parlia-
ment in December 2005 but got ap-
proval from the Lok Sabha and Ra-
jya Sabha in September and August 
2007, respectively, according to PRS 
Legislative, a think-tank.

The Manual of Parliamentary 
Procedure in India has recom-
mended a time limit of 15 days for 
framing rules, after publication 
of approval in the official gazette. 
Such rules are called subordinate 
legislation and may be referred to as 
rules, regulations, bye-laws, orders, 
and notification

IANS

Laws approved by 
parliament take 261 
days to be enforced

By Amit Kapoor 

Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley put the spotlight on the 
issue of tax evasion in his 

February 1 budget speech with 
some eye-opening statistics. Out of 
an employed population of approx-
imately 300 million, merely 37 mil-
lion filed their income tax returns 
in 2015-16. Even if exempted sec-
tors like agriculture are accounted 
for, this proportion is abysmally 
low.

The most damning evidence of 
evasion was the fact that out of 7.6 
million individuals who declare in-
comes above Rs 5 lakh, 5.6 million 
are in the salaried class, for whom 
the taxes are deducted at source. 
Clearly, it cannot be the case that 
India has only two million busi-
nessmen and self-employed people 
who earn incomes above Rs 5 lakh. 
Tax evasion is rampant in the coun-
try and is especially high among the 
non-salaried class.

The facts in the Budget underline 
the unjust nature of the imposi-
tion of income tax in the country. 
The honest taxpayer is simply dis-
criminated against. This happens 
in two ways. First, in Jaitley’s own 
words, “When too many people 
evade taxes, the burden of their 
share falls on those who are honest 
and tax-compliant.” Second, the 
complicated filing procedures and 
undue harassment later impose an 
additional shoe-leather cost on the 
person paying taxes. These issues 

create incentive problems among 
taxpayers. It is in the payer’s best 
interest to find ways to avoid taxa-
tion.

The constitution’s promise to 
treat every citizen equally before 
the law fails to hold in the case of 
such unjust tax laws. When the 
constitution was formulated, no-
body could foresee that such laws 
would always keep the honest tax-
payer on edge. While filing returns, 
the person has to present pages af-
ter pages of evidence that carry his 
earnings, expenses and rebates to a 
hired accountant because the pro-
cess is simply so arcane and com-
plicated for a layman to handle.

The problems do not end after 
the process is complete. There are 
recurrent situations where years 
after an honest return, people are 
arbitrarily commanded to appear 
before an investigator to present 
evidence that has long been de-
stroyed or misplaced. In the case 
of failure to do so, the said inves-
tigator declares that the taxpayer 
would be re-taxed on the said re-
turn. Generations of good citizens 
have been at the mercy of an army 
of tax collectors and auditors that 
presume a taxpayer guilty until he 
proves his innocence.

The discrimination against hon-
est taxpayers has resulted in the 
ballooning problem of tax evasion 
that has led to India’s tax to GDP 
ratio being as low as 5.47 per cent 
in 2015-16. By comparison, China 
has a tax to GDP ratio of 9.7 per 

cent while the US ratio stands at 11 
per cent.

Such a dismal state of affairs calls 
for radical change. The demoneti-
sation drive might have helped the 
tax authorities get many people on 
their radar, but the inherent, flawed 
incentive mechanisms will encour-
age people to find ways to evade 
imposition of taxes in the future as 
well. Tax reforms need to eliminate 
all incentives to practise non-com-
pliance.An interesting proposition 
is to eliminate the imposition of 
income taxes altogether. There are 
numerous advantages from such a 
move. First, it will make a large pro-
portion of black money white. This 
would bring the horde of funds 
stored in foreign banks back to the 
country and in circulation. Second, 
it would increase the disposable in-
come of the honest taxpayers and 
boost consumption and invest-
ment of the country. Third, the sav-
ings rate would see a push as peo-
ple deposit more money in banks 
to earn higher interest instead of 
storing it in cash or fixing it in gold.

This should boost private in-
vestment and mellow the non-
performing assets (NPA) problem 
that the banks are currently facing. 
It would also reduce our gold im-
port bill and strengthen the rupee. 
Finally, it would also improve ef-
ficiency in the economy. People 
wouldn’t need to spend unproduc-
tive hours with their accountants 
figuring out ways to evade taxes. 
Also, the bureaucratic process and 

the harassment that comes along 
with it would be eliminated. It 
would also reduce a source of cor-
ruption in the economy.

The biggest criticism of such a 
move would be the resulting loss 
of revenue. However, income tax 
is not a strong revenue-generating 
mechanism for the government 
as merely two per cent of Indians 
comply with it (compared to 53 per 
cent in the US). Also, a loss of over 
Rs 3 lakh crore that the move would 
entail can be easily replaced with 
much more efficient mechanisms. A 
banking transaction tax can be con-
sidered. A small tax on any bank-
ing transaction in an economy can 
vastly increase the government’s tax 
base and revenue compared to the 
current inefficient method.

There are various steps that can 
be taken to eliminate the ineffi-
ciencies that are inherent in the 
current system of taxation in In-
dia. Its incentive structure needs 
to be corrected and replaced with 
an innovative mechanism that is 
non-discriminatory and aligned 
with the country’s constitutional 
principles. It is high time we ques-
tion the relevance of the personal 
income tax. 

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute 
for Competitiveness. The views 
expressed are personal. He can be 
contacted at amit.kapoor@com-
petitiveness.in and tweets @kautili-
ya. Chirag Yadav has contributed to 
writing of this article.) 
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Time to question relevance of personal income tax 

By Amulya Ganguli 

A major reason why the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is believed to be find-

ing it difficult to cross the finishing 
line with ease in the ensuing UP 
assembly elections is its loss of the 
Muslim vote since 2014, when it 
had secured more support from the 
community than ever before.

Winning over the community is 
essential in a state where the Mus-
lims make up 19.3 per cent of the 
population. Their vote is now ex-
pected to be shared mainly by the 
Samajwadi Party (SP)-Congress 
combine and the Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) with the tilt favouring 
the former because its chances are 
perceived to be better.

The BJP will rue this shift of pref-
erence because it had the support 
of a sizable section of the Muslims 
in the parliamentary polls.

According to the Centre for the 
Study of Developing Societies 
(CSDS), 10 per cent of the Muslims 
in Uttar Pradesh voted for the BJP 
three years ago, evidently because 
they were impressed by Narendra 
Modi’s pitch for development.

It is also noteworthy that a large 

number of Yadavs, who form the 
SP’s core base of support, and 
Jatavs, who constitute the BSP’s 
vote bank, also leaned towards the 
BJP.It was obviously Modi’s prom-
ise of “achhey din” (good days) 
which acted as an incentive.

But the increase in the Mus-
lim preference for the BJP was of 
greater significance because of the 
traditionally fraught relations be-
tween the minorities and the saf-
fron brotherhood.

However, a CSDS researcher not-
ed that the backing of the Muslims 
for the BJP in 2014 was the highest 
in the Lok Sabha’s electoral history.

Of the 87 parliamentary seats in 
the country with a high concentra-
tion of Muslims, the BJP won 45. 
These included all but one of the 
27 seats in Uttar Pradesh, demon-
strating how the members of the 
community had turned away from 
their earlier favourites, the SP and 
the BSP, in favour of the BJP.

It is obvious that if Modi had 
been able to retain this block of 
support, his party would have had 
a fairly easy run in the forthcoming 
assembly elections.

Considering that he still enjoys 
the faith of large sections of the 

people, mainly of the middle class, 
in his promise to accelerate de-
velopment, there is no reason to 
doubt that the Muslims, too, would 
back him now as in 2014.

If they have drifted away, how-
ever, the fault lies with the Prime 
Minister’s failure to check the 
hardliners in the BJP much earlier. 
He has now succeeded in largely si-
lencing the “ghar wapsi” and “love 
jehad” brigades, but his action 
against them has come too late in 
the day to reassure the Muslims.

Had he cracked down on them 
immediately after his Lok Sabha 
victory, the BJP might not only 
have been able to hold on to those 
Muslims who had reposed their 
new-found faith in the party but 
also attracted others from the com-
munity.

This accretion would have been 
possible even if the economy had 
not taken off with the speed that 
was earlier expected.

But the moment was lost because 
the Yogi Adityanaths and the Sakshi 
Maharajs interpreted the BJP’s ma-
jority in the Lok Sabha as a sign for 
pushing their Hindu nationalist 
agenda.Yet, as a former pracha-
rak (preacher), Modi would have 
known the central tenets of their 
anti-minority mindset.

If he took his time in acting 
against them, as he had done in the 
post-2002 period in Gujarat, the 
reason perhaps was that he was not 
sure of how far he could go against 
the vested communal interests in 

the party and the parivar at the na-
tional level.

There were undoubtedly ideo-
logical reasons as well. After all, 
when even Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
avoided a head-on confrontation 
with the hardliners, calling them 
“pagal” (mad) in private, as the 
then attorney-general Soli Sorabjee 
said, Modi’s hesitation was under-
standable.But his reluctance to be 
more proactive in this respect is 
now proving to be his worst elec-
toral disadvantage. This drawback 
became clear as early as in 2015 
when the BJP was decimated in the 
Delhi assembly elections although 
it had won all the seven parliamen-
tary seats in the national capital 
a year before.Since then, the BJP 
has suffered a series of defeats in 
assembly elections in Bihar, West 
Bengal, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and 
Puducherry, putting into shade its 
excellent showing in virtually all 
the contests in 2014.

The gainers have been the “secu-
lar” parties because the Muslims 
remain convinced that the BJP 
hasn’t changed from its Jana Sangh 
days, notwithstanding the protes-
tations of Modi and other senior 
leaders.This failure on the BJP’s 
part has enabled even the down-
and-out Congress to claw its way 
back into reckoning, which would 
not have been possible if Modi had 
been able to retain the momentum 
of 2014 when he was seen as non-
sectarian. 
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UP polls: Key lies in 
Modi regaining the 

Muslim vote 

The rural area must be developed 
integratedly so that all technology 

including maintenance of machinery 
available to them
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Mood in Lucknow 
favours SP-Con-

gress alliance
By Anand Singh 
 If the sentiments at one of the better 

known tea stalls here is any indicator, Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav 
appears to be riding high ahead of critical 
assembly elections.

A wide variety of people -- of all ages, 
from many occupations -- spoke favour-
ably about the young Samajwadi Party 
leader who has taken control of the party 
after staging a coup against his father Mu-
layam Singh Yadav.

“Akhilesh has come out of the shadow of 
his father and uncles (Shivpal Yadav and 
Ramgopal Yadav),” Dinesh Lal, a business-
man in his late 60s, told IANS.

Lal was one of the over a dozen people 
IANS interviewed at random at the popular 
Sharma Tea Corner at Lal Bagh. The small 
restaurant is famous for its tea and bread 
pakoda, paneer pakoda, pav and butter-
laced buns.  Lal said although his fam-
ily had been associated with the Rashtriya 
Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS), the Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s ideological parent, for long, 
this time he won’t vote for the BJP.

“There is a huge difference between what 
the BJP says and does,” he contended.

“We don’t want to be ruled by RSS as it 
has happened in Haryana. They brought a 
RSS face as Chief Minister... The BJP must 
announce their Chief Ministerial candidate 
here. They can’t take voters for granted.”

A Hazratganj resident, Nandji Rai, said 
Akhilesh Yadav had done a lot for the state 
since taking office in 2012.

“Have you been on the Agra-Lucknow 
expressway? Have you seen the work on 
Lucknow Metro? All have been completed 
in record time,” Rai said.

Lucknow, the state capital, has nine as-
sembly constituencies and will vote on 
February 19 in the third phase of staggered 
elections that kicks off on February 11.

Girija Kumar, 64, admitted there were 
law and order issues but said he would still 
vote for Akhilesh “as he has led the state on 
the development path”.Some were even 
happy Akhilesh Yadav had forged a tie-up 
with the Congress.

There was also anger over the November 
8 demonetisation of high-value currency 
notes, a decision being used as a campaign 
plank by the BJP to show its determination 
to end the scourge of black money.

Rakesh Kumar, who runs a motor parts 
shop, told IANS: “Before (the) 2014 (Lok 
Sabha polls), the BJP promised many things 
for businessmen but what have they done?

“We suffered due to demonetisation. Our 
business has dropped a lot since Novem-
ber 8. It is very hard for us to cope in such 
an environment.” Some felt that the battle 
for supremacy within the Samajwadi Party 
had helped Akhilesh Yadav to gain more 
momentum than the BJP and the Bahujan 
Samaj Party (BSP), led by Mayawati.

Harikrishan Singh, a professor, told 
IANS: “Akhilesh has emerged as a strong 
man from this infighting. He has given a 
new hope by overshadowing his father and 
uncle.”Singh was furious that the BJP was 
again promising to build a grand Ram tem-
ple at Ayodhya.

“People are not fools. This idea of rak-
ing up this issue just before every election 
shows their mentality of polarising votes,” 
he said. “It is not going to help them.”

Ateeq Aslam, 24, felt the Congress had 
got oxygen by allying with “the young Chief 
Minister”.

Most young Muslims IANS spoke to did 
not refer to the violent incidents of Dadri, 
Muzaffarnagar and Kairana.

“We need development and employ-
ment,” said Adnan Mirza, 23. “Whatever 
happened elsewhere in the state didn’t af-
fect us. We feel safe.”

But Mirza said that Akhilesh Yadav, if he 
returns to power, should restore law and 
order. “And I am sure if Akhilesh bhaiya 
(brother) wins, he will surely do so as he 
has dumped his uncles.”A handful was not 
enamoured of Akhilesh Yadav.Aradhana 
Singh, 27, said women in the state didn’t 
feel secure. “So I will vote for the BJP.”Taxi 
driver Prem Singh, 39, is determined to 
vote for the BSP. “We need someone to 
safeguard the rights of Dalits,” he said, in 
an obvious reference to BSP chief Mayawa-
ti. “Under Akhilesh, it is Yadavwad. Officers 
don’t pay heed to atrocities on Dalits.”

“People are not fools. This idea of rak-
ing up this issue just before every election 
shows their mentality of polarising votes,” 
he said. “It is not going to help them.”

Ateeq Aslam, 24, felt the Congress had 
got oxygen by allying with “the young Chief 
Minister”.Most young Muslims IANS spoke 
to did not refer to the violent incidents of 
Dadri, Muzaffarnagar and Kairana.

“We need development and employ-
ment,” said Adnan Mirza, 23. “Whatever 
happened elsewhere in the state didn’t af-
fect us. We feel safe.” But Mirza said that 
Akhilesh Yadav, if he returns to power, 
should restore law and order. “And I am 
sure if Akhilesh bhaiya (brother) wins, 
he will surely do so as he has dumped his 
uncles.”

By Naima Benallal

The second round of the left-wing 
presidential primary last week 
showcased two diametrically op-

posed concepts of French secularism. 
The victory of the rebel outsider Benoît 
Hamon marked the rejection by left-wing 
voters of the version of secularism fiercely 
defended by the former Socialist prime 
minister Manuel Valls.

Having won the first-round vote, Ham-
on, the Socialist MP for the Paris suburb 
of Trappes and a former education minis-
ter, went out of his way in the run-up to 
the second round to focus on what has 
become one of the most contentious is-
sues, both in the Socialist party and across 
French politics.

secularism is based on three core prin-
ciples guaranteed by what is known as 
“the 1905 law ”: Freedom of conscience 
and religion; clear separation between 
church and state; and equality before the 
law. The law was adopted under the Third 
Republic and was a compromise between 
secular and religious groups and MPs on 
both sides.

But disagreement on its interpretation 
continues and has reached a new pitch in 
recent years: From the expulsion in 1989 

of three Muslim girls after they refused 
to take off their headscarves at school, to 
the 2011 outlawing of the full-face veil in 
public places, and last summer’s “burqini 
ban” — which was backed up by Valls, 
then prime minister. Recent terrorist at-
tacks have transformed this debate and 
placed it at the heart of this year’s presi-
dential campaign. In France today, serious 
debate on the place of religion in society 
has been replaced by an argument about 
whether Islam is compatible with a secu-

lar democracy, with the Front National’s 
Marine Le Pen continually attacking Mus-
lims for alleged infringements of secular-
ism, and insisting on France’s “Christian 
roots”.

Valls, a potential president before his 
crushing defeat last Sunday, was an up-
holder of laocite stricte, or “stringent sec-
ularism”, a stance widely emulated across 
the French political spectrum.

During debates and public meetings, he 
hammered away at the need to fight com-

munitarianism, a term used in France to 
describe inward-facing communities — 
invariably meaning Muslims. Valls also 
reaffirmed his hostility to the Islamic veil 
he describes as a “symbol of women’s en-
slavement”. He also proposed a charte de 
la laicite (secularism charter), and rejected 
any kind of accommodements raisonna-
bles — a term used in Canada to describe 
actions by the state to take account of reli-
gious minorities.

Valls’s position echoed that of Francois 
Fillon, the Catholic right-wing candidate 
now engulfed in a scandal over allega-
tions of payments to family members. He 
once said: “There is no religious problem 
in France, there is a problem with Islam.” 
By contrast, Hamon’s victory has brought 
back to life a laicite ouverte, or soft secu-
larism, which seemed in recent years to 
have disappeared.

Of course, Hamon’s chances of becom-
ing president are slim, with Emmanuel 
Macron, the independent candidate and 
former economy minister, and Le Pen 
both more likely to reach the second-
round runoff in May. But Hamon’s pres-
ence at the forthcoming debates alongside 
Macron, who has kept his focus on eco-
nomic issues but also criticised the “mar-
ginalisation and stigmatisation of Islam”, 
will at least mean an alternative view of 
the future of French secularism is heard.

If Hamon can continue to distance him-
self from more aggressive forms of secu-
larism, he might help pave the way to a 
new approach that acknowledges France 
has become a multicultural society, inside 
the Socialist party and beyond.
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Can Benoit Hamon inspire a new, 
inclusive French secularism?

By Shahir ShahidSaless

The Founding Fathers of America 
had no doubt, as they separated 
the nascent United States from its 

forebears, that their nation must be built 
on checks, balances, and an independent 
judiciary. John Adams said that “a good 
government is an empire of laws”. Alexan-
der Hamilton argued that “liberty can have 
nothing to fear from the judiciary alone”, 
but everything to fear from it being too 
close to government. The rule of law, in-
cluding its independent interpretation, is 
one of the attributes that makes America 
and Britain such great places to live and so 
successful compared with countries with-
out it.

While we all disagree with many court 
judgements, it is being a society based on 
law that allows us to own businesses and 
property free from the fear of confiscation, 
to express opinions without risk of arrest 
and sign contracts in the knowledge they 
must be honoured. It is therefore a funda-
mental requirement of a free country, at 
least as much as decisions being made by a 
majority. It represents the great divide be-
tween democracy and tyranny, something 
understood and championed by US lead-
ers for more than two centuries. Until, it 
seems, the past week. For in recent days, 
US President Donald Trump has given two 
chilling signals that he is not conscious of 
the importance of this crucial quality of the 
nation he leads.

First, he has raged against judges who 
have overturned his executive order sus-
pending entry to the US for citizens of sev-
en particular Muslim-majority countries. 
He even accused a judge of putting the 
country “in such peril” and said the courts 
should be blamed “if something happens”. 
There is no rational or statistical basis for 
such statements: No terrorist attack in 
America in the past decade has been com-
mitted by anyone from the countries con-
cerned. Even 9/11 was the work of people 
from countries not mentioned in Trump’s 
ban. Of course, a danger is being created 
that Daesh (the self-proclaimed Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant) will now try to 

ensure that there is an attack by a national 
of the affected countries, so that Trump 
is strengthened and hostility to the West 
is further exacerbated across the Middle 
East.

Even if Trump had a fair point, it would 
be wiser to keep quiet and get on with an 
appeal to a higher court or framing a new 
law to achieve his objectives. But in the 
meantime, he has gone on to say some-
thing potentially even more concerning. 
Asked to agree that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin was “a killer”, he replied 
that “we’ve got a lot of killers. What, do 
you think our country’s so innocent?” It 
is heart-breaking to think what dissidents 
in Russia and elsewhere must be think-
ing when they listen to these words — the 
president of the US treating as morally 
equivalent the methods of Putin and the 
policies of his own country. In the past 15 
years, a string of opposition politicians, ac-
tivists, human rights lawyers and journal-
ists have been murdered in Russia.

Names such as Anna Politkovskaya, Ser-
gei Magnitsky and Boris Nemtsov have 
become bywords for political oppression. 

Such murders have not stopped at the 
borders of Russia. Kremlin critic Boris Ber-
ezovsky was mysteriously found dead at 
his home in Surrey in 2013 and Alexander 
Litvinenko was killed in London using ra-
dioactive polonium, the trail of which led 
directly back to Moscow. And along with 
the murders have come all the other de-
pressing aspects of arbitrary power and its 
abuse over the ages — show trials, arrests 
of rival candidates and expropriation of as-
sets in a deeply corrupt political system.

A response to all this “they have killers 
and we have killers” is thus inappropriate 
in the extreme. In a system akin to that of 
Russia, Trump would long ago have found 
his casinos taken away from him, his many 
lawsuits disallowed, his tax affairs ruthlessly 
investigated with fabricated evidence and 
his way to the White House firmly blocked 
through arrest, exile or death. That these 
things are unimaginable in America is tes-
tament to the difference it makes to be in a 
place where the law is paramount and judg-
es duly respected. In my own experience as 
foreign secretary in Britain, decisions about 
intelligence operations or the use of mili-

tary force are referred to senior ministers, 
accountable to parliament and with copi-
ous legal advice. Ministers cannot fail to be 
conscious that the decisions they take must 
be necessary, proportionate and in confor-
mity with Britain’s own laws. While the US 
made serious errors under the administra-
tion of former president George W. Bush 
in practising rendition and waterboarding, 
those mistakes have been openly debated 
and reversed. Their decisions to strike an 
enemy, including against terrorist targets 
overseas, are based on a legal framework. 
It is crucial that the western world does not 
lose sight of the importance of this way of 
doing things, or lose possession of the mor-
al high ground of respect for justice. That 
will be all the more important as Trump 
feels his way towards a better relationship 
with Russia. It is desirable to be able to co-
operate with Russia on a wide range of the 
world’s problems. But it would be a grave 
mistake to do so with Washington closing 
its eyes to Putin’s ways of operating.

In the past year, Putin has played Amer-
ica beautifully. He interfered in the presi-
dential election. He used the period of the 
transition to a new US administration to 
devastate Aleppo and entrench the regime 
of Syrian President Bashar Al Assad. Now, 
while Trump’s new Cabinet finds its feet, 
Russia is turning up the heat in eastern 
Ukraine by attacking the Ukrainian army, 
testing the responses of the White House. 
Next will come the exploitation of a bum-
per year of elections across Europe in the 
Netherlands, France and Germany, to 
weaken the EU and reduce its ability to re-
sist what Putin wants: More gas pipelines 
into Europe, an end to sanctions and to be 
left as master of the East.

Cyberattacks will be ramped up with im-
punity. In many eastern Europe countries, 
in and out of the EU, millions of people are 
as attached to the idea of freedom under 
the law as the British and Americans have 
always been. If Trump doesn’t understand 
the importance of that, and fast, there is a 
risk he will betray both those people and 
that great ideal.
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Trump’s failure to hold sacred the rule of law 
may well cost him dear

His presence at the forthcoming debates, alongside Macron, will at least mean an alterna-
tive view of the future of France

Romania’s gift of hope to the world
On the afternoon of February 5 citizens in Bucharest 

marched simultaneously from several neighbourhoods 
across the city, converging on Piata Victoriei where the 
government building is located. The symbolism of this 
march was splendid: the grassroots coming together from 
the smallest corners to stand up to a central government 
perceived as abusive.

For the past fortnight, hundreds of thousands have been 
demonstrating, first weekly, then daily, across all of Ro-
mania against two government proposals that would have 
seen those guilty of abuse in office pardoned or having their 
sentence reduced.

Then on the night of February 4, the Social-Democratic 
Party (PSD) which controls the government had announced 
tht it would withdraw the executive decree reducing some 
corruption sentences which had drawn the most public 
criticism.While people gathered in Piata Victoriei and else-
where celebrated this victory, they also knew that the PSD 
would still try to push ahead with the measures. In the most 
likely scenario, the proposed legal changes will be put to 
vote in a parliament dominated by the PSD.The continu-
ation of protests on February 5 despite the government’s 

announcement was meant to show the executive that it was 
being watched carefully. Protests may quiet down over the 
next days but they will most likely pick up once the laws get 
close to a parliamentary vote.The legal jargon around the 
two PSD legislative proposals was so complicated that even 
legal experts were struggling to figure out what was going 
on.But the nuances of the debate were not lost to protest-
ers. As some in the crowd started asking for the resignation 
of the government, others immediately pointed out that 
the government had to stay until it withdrew the executive 
order and only then resign, otherwise the measures would 
have legal effect.

This is evidence of the high level of sophistication among 
protesters, many of whom have participated in several 
waves of demonstrations in Romania since 2012 and be-
come skillful at calling public institutions to account, com-
municating and organising.

Building a protest movement
The strength of the protests of the past week cannot be 

understood without looking back at the past years of social 
mobilisation in Romania. This did not come out of the blue.
Protest mobilisation coalesced for the first time during an-

ti-austerity protests in 2012 but it became really powerful 
during 2013 when weekly protests were staged across the 
country to save the village of Rosia Montana from a cya-
nide-based gold mining project. It defeated the PSD gov-
ernment then, which emboldened it.

Street protests stopped for a while but returned when-
ever there was something at stake: fighting deforestation, 
protecting green spaces in cities or changing electoral laws 
to make space for smaller parties and independents. New 
independent media and local activist groups were born.
Mass demonstrations happened again after the Colectiv 
nightclub fire that killed 64 people in Bucharest in 2015. 
That tragedy revived investigative journalism that revealed 
criminal flaws in the functioning of the Romanian medical 
system.A few years ago, during one of the protests, an activ-
ist held a banner with the words “A quarter of century of 
solitude”. Referring to the famous novel of Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez, the protester, a historian and activist who had 
dedicated his adult life to mobilising young people towards 
civic involvement, was possibly reflecting on how daunting 
the task was.
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UN questions Myanmar probe into 
abuses against Rohingyas

Nay Pyi Taw, Feb 7 (IANS) The UN on Tuesday questioned the 
credibility of a government-led investigation into allegations of 
abuses against the Muslim minority Rohingya community in 
Myanmar.

“The existing Commission is not a credible option to under-
take the new investigation,” UN Special Adviser on the Preven-
tion of Genocide Adama Dieng said.

His comments follow an announcement by the Myanmar 
government to launch a fresh investigation into the allegations 
after the High Commissioner of Human Rights in a report last 
week refuted the clean chit given to the army by a government 
committee, headed by Vice president Myint Swe.

The report had blamed the army, deployed in the state of Ra-
khine after an alleged armed assault by Rohingya rebels in Octo-
ber, of carrying out ethnic cleansing in the region.

“I urge that any investigation be conducted by a truly inde-
pendent and impartial body that includes international observ-
ers,” said Dieng, adding that the differences between the reports 
published by the government body and the UN were disturbing.

The army offensive has, meanwhile, blocked access to hu-
manitarian aid - on which thousands of people in the region 
depend - and has also barred observers and independent media 
from accessing the northern part of the state.

The Human Rights Watch also reported fresh violence against the 
Rohingyas such as rape of women, including minors, by soldiers.

“These horrific attacks on Rohingya women and girls by se-
curity forces add a new and brutal chapter to the Burmese 
military’s long and sickening history of sexual violence against 
women,” said HRW’s Senior Emergencies Researcher Priyanka 
Motaparthy. Motaparthy also denounced the Myanmar govern-
ment for its lopsided investigation, and demanded an interna-
tional and independent probe.

Pakistan slams India, others for 
demanding permanent UNSC seat

United Nations, Feb 7 (IANS) Targetting India, Pakistan’s 
Ambassador to the UN Maleeha Lodhi on Tuesday rejected the 
attempts of countries to seek permanent UN Security Council 
membership, saying it was “inconceivable” that any institution 
does not value “principles of representation and accountability” 
through periodic elections.

The Pakistani Permanent representative did not name the 
Group of Four - India, Brazil, Germany and Japan - which have 
been demanding permanent membership of the 15-member 
body for the past 20 years.

“In the 21st century it is inconceivable to establish or run an 
institution - national or international - which does not embrace 
the fundamental principles of representation and accountabil-
ity with periodic elections and fixed term and rotation...,” the 
ambassador was quoted by the Associated Press of Pakistan as 
saying at the Intergovernmental Negotiations aimed at expand-
ing the Security Council to make it more representative.

Despite a general agreement on enlarging the Council, as part 
of the UN reform process, member states remain sharply divid-
ed over the details.

Pakistan, a leader in the Uniting for Consensus (UfC) group, 
stands for creating a new category of members - not permanent 
members - with longer duration and a possibility to get re-elect-
ed once.

Congressional report slams 
security gaps at US airports

Washington, Feb 7 (IANS) A new Congressional report 
has said that the systems in place to vet the nearly one mil-
lion people who work within US airports are insufficient.

The House Homeland Security subcommittee report 
found inconsistent screening of airport employees, insuffi-
cient access of the Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) to intelligence information used to vet individuals 
and inadequate control of access to sensitive areas of air-
ports, CNN reported on Tuesday.

“The disturbing reality is that it takes just one individual 
with the right access to cause catastrophic harm,” the re-
port warned, though it also noted progress on many fronts 
following years of devastating reports.

The report cited a slew of headlines from media reports 
on times people with security clearances smuggled guns or 
drugs in airports or were associated with militant groups 
like Islamic State (IS).

Saudi Arabia deported 39,000 
Pakistanis

Riyadh, Feb 7 (IANS) More than 39,000 Pakistanis have 
been deported from Saudi Arabia in the past four months, 
the media reported on Tuesday.

Quoting security sources, the Saudi Gazette newspaper 
said the deportations were made for “violating the rules of 
residence and work”.

The report said the involvement of several Pakistanis in 
“some terrorist actions” orchestrated by the Islamic State 
as well as drug trafficking, thefts, forgery and physical as-
sault prompted calls for thorough scrutiny of Pakistanis 
aspiring to work in Saudi Arabia.

WORLD SNIPPETS ‘US would only provoke 
China on disputed islands’

Sri Lanka urges Saarc 
to unite to eliminate 

terrorism
Beijing, Feb 7 (IANS) By 

meddling in the disputed 
islands in the East China 
Sea, US would only provoke 
Beijing and risk turning the 
issue into a powder keg, a 
commentary on the state-
controlled Xinhua news 
agency said. (18:22) 

“Washington has long 
used the Diaoyu Islands as 
a fulcrum for an off-shore 
balance, manoeuvring Ja-
pan while pressuring China 
in East Asia, particularly 
under the administration of 
former US President Barack 
Obama, who zealously pro-
moted a Pivot to Asia strat-
egy during the last eight 
years.”

“However, the decaying 
US credibility in East Asia 
as well as the rising tensions 
in the region should make 
it clear to the new Presi-
dent, Donald Trump, that 

his predecessor’s Pivot to 
Asia strategy is a deal with 
no winners and meddling in 
the waters around the unin-
habited islands for so-called 
‘offshore balance’ will never 
pay off.”

China and Japan claim 
islands in the the East Chi-
na Sea. While Beijing calls 
them Diaoyu, for Japanese 
term them as Senkaku. 

Last week, US Defence Se-
cretray James N. Mattis said 
that America will back Japa-
nese claims over the disput-
ed islands, angering China. 

“By meddling in the Di-
aoyu Islands issue, Wash-
ington is actually risking 
turning the islands into a 
powder keg,thus making 
the issue more complicated 
and bringing instability to 
the region.” “For one thing, 
interfering in the Diaoyu 
Islands issue only provokes 

China, as Beijing has made 
it crystal clear that there 
will be no bargaining over 
its core interests,” the com-
menray said. 

“If the lesson of Obama’s 
administration in dealing 
with China offers any guide 
to Trump, the first and most 
important point should be 
ditching a zero-sum men-
tality, especially on the is-
sue of the Diaoyu Islands,” 
he added. 

“Meddling in partners’ 
core interests definitely 
hurts intimacy. Trump’s 
business instinct should 
actually help him realise 
the simple fact that rivalry 
between partners hurts 
business. He and his cabi-
net members need to think 
twice about the issue of the 
Diaoyu Islands, and distance 
themselves from Obama’s 
stance and approach.” 

Colombo, Feb 7 (IANS) Sri 
Lanka’s Defence Secretary 
Karunasena Hettiarachchi 
on Tuesday called on mem-
bers of the South Asian As-
sociation for Regional Co-
operation (Saarc) to unite in 
order to eliminate regional 
terrorism.

President Maithripala 
Sirisena had emphasised 
that every country of the 
Saarc should act with unity 
at a time when the very exis-
tence of organisation might 
be threatened, Hettiarach-
chi said at a Saarc panel dis-
cussion.

“South Asia is the poor-
est region and the number 
of people living below the 
poverty line rises each year, 
so there is a long way before 
the region reaches its target 
of poverty alleviation,” Het-
tiarachchi was quoted by 

Xinhua as saying. He said 
that in the past few decades, 
South Asia had witnessed 
instances of violence and 
extremism and it recently 
became an epicentre for ter-
rorism. 

However, with the com-
bined efforts of the mem-
ber states, Saarc has made 
progress and praiseworthy 
achievements in strength-
ening trade and social wel-
fare and in its battle against 
terrorism, he said.

Hettiarachchi said that al-
though some countries have 
made significant progress 
in economic growth, their 
influence in the region is 
still limited. Therefore, it is 
important for Saarc mem-
ber states to cooperate and 
prioritise sustainable devel-
opment goals and further 
development agenda.

Tehran, Feb 7 (IANS) Iran´s 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei said on Tuesday he 
was grateful to US President Don-
ald Trump for revealing “the real 
face of America”.

“We are thankful to this gentle-
man... he showed the real face of 
America,” Khamenei was quoted 
by state-owned Press TV in a 
speech to military officers in Teh-
ran.

“What we have said for more 
than 30 years -- that there is polit-
ical, economic, moral and social 
corruption in the ruling system 
of the US -- this gentleman came 
and brought it out into the open 
in the election and after the elec-
tion.” Khamenei said the Iranian 
people will be responding to the 
US President’s recent anti-Iran 

threats on the upcoming anniver-
sary of the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion.

“Trump says, ‘Fear me!’ No. 
The (Iranian) people will respond 
to these remarks on Bahman 22 
and will show what position the 
Iranian people assume vis-a-vis 
threats,” he said.

Ayatollah Khamenei was refer-
ring to the date on the Persian 
calendar coinciding with the 
anniversary of the February 11, 
1979, Islamic Revolution, when 
the Iranian nation staged coun-
trywide rallies celebrating the 
Revolution’s victory.

Trump tweeted earlier this 
month that “Iran is playing with 
fire -- they don’t appreciate how 
‘kind’ President Obama was to 
them. Not me!”

Madrid, Feb 7 (IANS) 
Fourteen-year-old in-
door skydiver Kyra Poh 
was crowned the “world’s 
fastest flyer” in one of the 
sport’s biggest competi-
tions, the Wind Games. She 
tells the BBC’s Tessa Wong 
what it takes to soar to the 
top. Riding winds as fast as 
230km/h (143mph), Kyra 
flips and whirls around the 
arena, a small blur of white 
spandex in a giant vertical 
wind tunnel.

In the air the Singapor-
ean teenager makes it all 
look effortless - a com-
bination of dancing and 
floating - but in reality it 
is hard work. “You use all 
your muscles for this sport. 
Even those muscles you 

never knew existed, they 
will start to ache. Even your 
wrists will hurt,” she tells 
the BBC from Spain.

About 200 indoor skydiv-
ers competed at the Wind 
Games held in Catalonia in 
Spain at the weekend- Kyra 
was not only among the 
few females who took part, 
but also one of the young-
est. It was her first time 
competing against adults 
in a large-scale competi-
tion.

But she easily beat them 
to win gold medals in the 
solo speed category, where 
a routine must be com-
pleted in the fastest time 
possible, and the freestyle 
category, where competi-
tors are graded on their 

choreography and the dif-
ficulty of their moves.

She says being smaller 
and lighter than her com-
petitors did not give her 
an advantage. In fact, she 
thinks it made things more 
difficult.

“A lot of people think 
that if you’re lighter, you’re 
faster. I don’t think so. Be-
cause when you’re small, 
you have less body surface 
area, so you can push off 
less wind. If you’re taller, 
you can push off more and 
have more force,” she says.

Kyra won the gold medal 
in the junior freestyle cat-
egory at the FAI World Cup 
of Indoor Skydiving, held 
in October last year in Po-
land.

Kyra Poh: The 14-year-old 
girl who’s the ‘fastest flyer’

‘Thank you Trump for showing 
real face of America’: Khamenei

Frenchman 
describes brutal 

‘police rape’

Putin orders surprise inspection 
of Russian Aerospace Forces

Paris, Feb 7 (IANS) A young black man 
has given graphic testimony of his alleged 
rape at the hands of a police officer in a grit-
ty suburb north-west of Paris. One officer 
has been charged with rape, and three more 
with assault.

Hundreds marched in Aulnay-sous-Bois 
on Monday in support of the man who has 
been identified only as Theo.

The 22-year-old said he left his house and 
found himself in the middle of a police iden-
tity check, targeting drug dealers, by chance 
last Thursday. Theo said he was sodomised 
with a truncheon, as well as racially abused, 
spat at and beaten around his genitals.

He has undergone emergency surgery for 
severe anal injuries, and has been declared 
unfit for work for 60 days. He remains in hos-
pital, where he spoke to his lawyer.

He said the police operation quickly turned 
violent and he was set upon by four officers. 
He struggled to make sure he was in the view 
of CCTV cameras, and asked the officers why 
they were doing this to him.

He said one officer proceeded to pull his 
trousers down and rape him with a truncheon.

“I fell on to my stomach, I had no strength 
left,” he said. He was then sprayed with tear 
gas around the head and in the mouth and hit 
over the head, he said. Theo was then taken to a 
police station where he said a “much friendlier” 
police officer saw his condition and sent him to 
hospital. Interior Minister Bruno Le Roux sus-
pended the officers and said the facts of the case 
must be established with “no ambiguity”.

A lawyer for the officer facing the rape 
charge said any injury inflicted during the 
operation was accidental and his client had 
“never wished at any time to cause any injury 
to the victim”.

Moscow, Feb 7 (IANS) Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin on 
Tuesday ordered a surprise in-
spection of the Aerospace Forces 
in order to gauge its readiness for 
combat, Defence Minister Sergei 
Shoigu said.

The goal was to evaluate the 
readiness of the forces to carry out 
instructions and combat tasks, ac-

cording to Shoigu. A surprise in-
spection of the Aerospace Forces 
would take place “on order of 
the supreme commander of the 
Armed Forces”, Shoigu said dur-
ing a high-level meeting, Efe news 
reported. A surprise inspection of 
the Aerospace Forces would take 
place “on order of the supreme 
commander of the Armed Forces”, 

Shoigu said during a high-level 
meeting, Efe news reported.

During the inspection, which 
included putting troops on alert, 
special attention should be given 
to “deploying anti-aircraft defence 
for wartime”, the minister said.

All units subjected to inspec-
tion should perform tactical ex-
ercises, he added. Security mea-
sures should be strictly observed 
during the inspection, he said, 
and damage to state property 
and negative impacts on the en-
vironment avoided.

Nicolas Sarkozy: French 
ex-president ordered to stand trial
Paris, Feb 7 (IANS) 

A French judge has 
ordered ex-President 
Nicolas Sarkozy to 
stand trial in an illegal 
campaign finance case.

Mr Sarkozy faces ac-
cusations that his party 
falsified accounts in or-
der to hide 18m euros 
(£15m; $20m) of cam-
paign spending in 2012.

Mr Sarkozy denies he 
was aware of the over-
spending, and will ap-
peal against the order 
to stand trial.

He lost the 2012 race, 
and failed in his bid to 
run again in this year’s 
upcoming presidential 
election.

The case is known as 
the Bygmalion scandal.

It centres on claims 
that Mr Sarkozy’s par-

ty, then known as the 
UMP, connived with a 
friendly PR company to 
hide the true cost of his 
2012 presidential elec-
tion campaign.

France sets limits on 
campaign spending, 
and it is alleged the firm 
Bygmalion invoiced Mr 
Sarkozy’s party rather 
than the campaign, 
allowing the UMP to 
spend almost double 
the amount permitted.

Employees at Byg-
malion have admit-
ted knowledge of the 
ruse and several UMP 
members already face 
charges. The investiga-
tion into Mr Sarkozy 
centres on whether the 
ex-leader was aware 
of the alleged fraud. 
Thirteen other people 

are also expected to 
be tried. However, Mr 
Sarkozy’s lawyer, Thi-
erry Herzog, has said he 
will launch an appeal 
against the trial order, 
because only one of the 
two judges handling the 
case signed the order.

“The clear disagree-
ment between the two 
magistrates in charge 
of the matter is such 
a rare event that it is 
worth underlining, as it 
illustrates the inanity of 
the decision,” Mr Her-
zog said in a statement.

The development 
comes as other French 
politicians have faced 
questions over their fi-
nancial dealings. Fran-
cois Fillon, who beat 
Mr Sarkozy to become 
the centre-right’s can-

didate for the presiden-
tial race, is accused of 
misusing public funds 
to employ his wife and 
two children.

Meanwhile, the Eu-
ropean Parliament is 
demanding France’s 
far-right leader Marine 
Le Pen return funds it 
says she has misspent, 
by paying an aide at the 
National Front party’s 
headquarters in Paris.

Mr Sarkozy is the sec-
ond French president 
to be put on trial since 
1958, when the current 
French republic was 
established. Former 
leader Jacques Chirac 
was given a two-year 
suspended prison sen-
tence in 2011 for divert-
ing public funds and 
abusing public trust.
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Beijing, Feb 7 (IANS) China’s central bank suspend-
ed open market operations for a third-straight trading 
day on Tuesday, according to an official statement. 
The People’s Bank of China (PBOC) withdrew 120 bil-
lion yuan ($17 billion) from the market, as 120 billion 
yuan of reverse repurchase agreements (repos) ma-
tured, Xinhua news agency reported.  Reverse repos is 
a process by which central banks purchase securities 
from banks with an agreement to sell them back in the 
future.  “Liquidity in the banking system remains at a 
relatively high level. To maintain stable liquidity, the 
central bank will not conduct reverse repos Tuesday,” 
the statement on the PBOC’s website said.  The move 

came after the central bank raised the interest rate on 
open market operation reverse repos by 10 basis points 
on February 3.  It also raised the lending rates on its 
standing lending facility (SLF) short-term loans.  Ana-
lysts said such moves reinforced the view that the au-
thorities are committed to containing capital outflows 
and reining in financial risks, as the economy stabi-
lises in an uncertain environment.  China reported 6.7 
per cent economic growth in 2016, lower than in re-
cent years but within the target range.  China has set 
the tune of its monetary policy in 2017 as prudent and 
neutral, keeping an appropriate liquidity level but also 
avoiding excessive liquidity injections. 

China’s central bank suspends 
reverse repos to drain liquidity

BHEL’s Q3 net profit at Rs 94 
crore, stocks surge

New Delhi, Feb 7 (IANS) The pro-
posed merger of the Indian state-run 
oil and gas companies would face 
significant execution challenges in 
managing integration of employ-
ees, addressing overcapacity in the 
merged entity and getting support for 
the merger from private shareholders, 
US rating agency Fitch Ratings said on 
Tuesday. “A merger would face signifi-
cant execution challenges, particularly 
in terms of managing the integration 
of employees, addressing overcapac-
ity in the merged entity, and winning 
the backing for the merger from pri-
vate shareholders,” Fitch said in a 
statement from Singapore.  “Proposals 
to consolidate India’s oil and gas sec-

tor have been floated before, but last 
week the idea was presented in a Bud-
get speech for the first time. No details 
have yet been provided on which com-
panies would be involved, but the aim 
is to create an integrated public sector 
‘oil major’,” Fitch said.  Reviving a pro-
posal first mooted more than a decade 
ago by then Petroleum Minister Mani 
Shankar Aiyar during the first UPA 
government, Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley in his Budget 2017-18 said: “We 
propose to create an integrated public 
sector oil major which will be able to 
match the performance of interna-
tional and domestic private sector oil 
and gas companies.”  The American 
agency said that a merged entity would 

have opportunities to save on costs 
and improve operational efficiency.  
“Transport costs could be reduced by 
retailers sourcing from the nearest re-
finery, rather than the ones they own 
as is currently the common practice. 
A merged entity would also be able to 
share expertise for exploration and ac-
quisition of resources,” it said.   “The 
integration of upstream, refining and 
retail companies would have the addi-
tional benefit of spreading the impact 
of oil prices movements across the 
various parts of the value chain, which 
would reduce volatility in cash genera-
tion,” it added.  Fitch, however, said 
there would be considerable difficul-
ties involved in merging a number of 
entities “with differing structures, op-
erational systems, and cultures.”   “Po-
litical sensitivities are likely to limit job 
cuts, and personnel-related issues are 
likely to arise from the need to manage 
hierarchies and potential overcapacity 

in the integrated entity.”  Among the 
13 state-run oil companies being con-
sidered for merger are the explorers Oil 
and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) 
and Oil India, oil marketers Indian Oil 
Corp, Bharat Petroleum, Hindustan 
Petroleum, Mangalore Refinery and 
Petrochemicals, Chennai Petroleum 
and Numaligarh Refinery, and gas im-
port and transportation utilities GAIL 
and Petronet LNG.  Analysts have 
been guarded in their reaction, in view 
of the fact that the official committee 
that studied the matter in 2005 had 
advised against a merger at the time 
as it felt the process could be lengthy 
and problematic. “I think the motiva-
tion is right but the government has to 
be very careful in going ahead with the 
merger as that can take a lot of time in 
integrating cultures of various compa-
nies and the market conditions could 
also change,” said Anish De, Partner at 
KPMG in India. 

Mumbai, Feb 7 (IANS) Bharat Heavy Electricals 
(BHEL), a state-run firm, on Tuesday reported 
a standalone net profit of Rs 93.54 crore for the 
quarter ended December 31, 2016.  The compa-
ny reported a net loss of Rs 1,084.96 crore dur-

ing the same quarter of last fiscal.  Total income 
from operations of the state-run firm increased 
by 18.73 per cent to Rs 6,325.44 crore for the 
quarter ended December 31, 2016, as compared 
to Rs 5,327.24 crore reported for the correspond-
ing period of 2015-16.  “The company has an out-
standing order book position of Rs 98,400 crore 
as at the end of third quarter of 2016-17,” the 
company pointed out in a regulatory filing to the 
BSE.  BHEL’s Board of Directors declared and ap-
proved payment of ‘interim dividend’ at the rate 
of 40 per cent (Rs 0.80 per share) on the paid up 
share capital of the company for 2016-17.   “In-
terim dividend shall be paid/dispatched on Feb-
ruary 22, 2017,” the filing said.  The company’s 
scrip at the BSE gained 5.49 per cent or Rs 7.90 
per share to Rs 151.90 from its previous close of 
Rs 144 per equity share.

Oil firms’ merger will 
face big challenges: Fitch

ASUS launches Zenfone 3S Max 
smartphone in India

New Delhi, Feb 7 (IANS) More 
Indian visitors are expected in this 
year’s edition of Taiwan’s leading 
information and communication 
technology (ICT) show, Computex, 
one of its organisers said here on 
Tuesday. “For now, we’re expect-
ing to have over 1,600 companies 
with 5,010 booths in Computex 
2017,” Thomas Huang, Deputy Ex-
ecutive Director of Taiwan Exter-
nal Trade Development Council 
(Taitra), one of the two organisers 
of the annual event, said at a press 
conference here.   “We saw a great 
turnout at Computex 2016 which 
attracted more than 40,000 inter-
national visitors,” he said.   “In-
dian visitors who are the 12th most 

number of international visitors, 
saw a substantial increase of 14 per 
cent from the previous year. With 
our extensive campaign this year 
in India and the growing interest 
of start-ups and ICT brands in our 
event, we are hopeful to see an ex-
ponential growth in the number 
of visitors from here for Computex 
2017.”  This year’s edition will focus 
on new themes on artificial intel-
ligence and robotics, innovations 
and startups, business solutions, 
internet of things (IoT) applica-
tions, and gaming and virtual real-
ity (VR).   Taiwan’s Representative 
in India Chung Kwang Tien said 
that bilateral trade between Taiwan 
and India increased by five times 

from the year 2000 to reach $7 bil-
lion in 2014, and added that his 
country was adopting a new trade 
liberalisation policy.  Tien said that 
Taiwan has also adopted a new for-
eign policy called New Southbound 
Policy and as part of it, would pro-
mote trade, education, and cultural 
tourism among other things with 
India.  He said that Taiwan’s rapid 
turnaround from an agriculture-
based economy to that based on 
high technology was not a miracle 
as the world dubbed it.  “We trans-
formed very rapidly in the last 60 
years going from heavy industries 
to high technology,” Tien said.  “But 
it was not an economic miracle. We 
worked very hard for it,” he added.

Taiwan expects more Indian 
visitors at top ICT event

New Delhi, Feb 7 (IANS) Con-
sumer electronics manufacturer 
Belkin on Tuesday launched ‘Light-
ning Audio Plus Charge RockStar’ 
adapter for iPhone 7 and iPhone 7 
Plus in India at Rs 4,999 that offers 
dual functionality for charging and 
listening. The charger and audio 
combo has been developed closely 
with Apple and makes it possible 
to listen to audio and power an 
iPhone, simultaneously.   “To en-
sure that our product design and 

quality is aligned with Apple’s, we 
have worked closely with them to 
develop the Lightning Audio Plus 
Charge RockStar for iPhone 7 and 
iPhone 7 Plus,” said Kartik Bakshi, 
Country Manager, Belkin India.  
The device supports pass-through 
charging up to 12W for iPhone and 
iPad and also supports up to 48 
kHz, 24-bit audio output.  It also 
supports remote control and mi-
crophone from Lightning Audio 
headphones.

New Delhi, Feb 7 (IANS) 
Domestic mobile hand-
set maker Lava on Tuesday 
launched “Lava 4G Connect 
M1”, a 4G enabled feature 
phone at Rs 3,333. The de-
vice is powered by 1.2GHz 
quad-core processor with 
512 MB RAM and comes 
pre-loaded with Facebook 
Lite and messaging applica-
tions.   “The launch of this 

smart feature phone, we be-
lieve, will create possibilities 
for users as they will now 
be able to consume digital 
content and even do digital 
transactions,” said Gaurav 
Nigam, Head, Product, Lava 
International.   Apart from 
4G, the smartphone sup-
ports 2G voice calling, EDGE 
connectivity and houses 
1,750mAh battery. 

Belkin launches ‘Lightning 
Audio Plus Charge 

RockStar’ at Rs 4,999

Lava launches 4G 
enabled feature phone

Mumbai, Feb 7 (IANS) The Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) is expected 
to hold key interest rates at its final 
monetary policy review for this fis-
cal on Wednesday -- its second after 
November’s note ban -- in the wake 
of banks being flush with funds 
post-demonetisation and a firming 
up of global oil prices. As a result of 
the surge in bank deposits following 
the recent demonetisation of high 
value currency, lending rates have 
fallen by up to 1 per cent.

According to analysts, the RBI 
may take the cautious route con-
sidering the volatility in inflation 
and how banks have substantially 
cut their lending rates this year fol-
lowing the demonetisation of high 
value currency notes.   

“The remonetisation exercise 
may hold back the rate cut as it is 
expected to be more effective after 
the remonetisation exercise is con-
cluded fully and there is absolute 
clarity on the increase in lendable 
resources for the banks,” a Citigroup 
report said in this regard.  In a sur-
prise move earlier in December, the 
RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC), during its second bi-month-
ly monetary policy review -- the fifth 
of the fiscal -- kept the repurchase 
rate, or the short-term lending rate 
it charges on borrowings by com-

mercial banks, unchanged at 6.25 
per cent.  According to the review 
panel, its decision to keep the key 
lending rates unchanged was taken 
after considering various global and 
local factors, such as a likely hike 
in the US interest rates, which has 
since been effected by the US Fed-
eral Reserve.   Moreover, acting as 
a further constraint for the central 
bank, a few MPC members have 
highlighted the need to start focus-
ing on the mid-point of the govern-
ment’s medium-term inflation tar-
get of 4 per cent with a leeway range 
of 2 per cent either way.   Reflecting 
the impact of demonetisation, In-
dia’s consumer price-indexed (CPI), 
or retail, inflation declined to 3.41 
per cent in December from 3.63 per 
cent in the month before.  From an 
average level of 4.9 per cent in 2015-
16, CPI inflation appears poised to 
moderate to around 4.6 per cent in 
the current fiscal.  In this connec-
tion, while state-run oil marketers 
failed to make the fortnightly revi-
sion in transport fuel prices due last 
week, the Indian basket of crude 
oils closed trade on the last trad-
ing day on Thursday at over $55 a 
barrel, latest official data showed.  
With global oil prices firming up fol-
lowing the output cut by producers 
from last month, Brent crude traded 

at $56.94 a barrel on Friday, while 
the US West Texas Intermediate 
traded at $53.95. 

Rising oil prices present a chal-
lenge to India’s growth, the Eco-
nomic Survey presented in Parlia-
ment last week said.  

“Price of crude oil (Indian basket) 
has increased from $39.9 in April 
2016 to $52.7 in December 2016. For 
the next financial year, the recent 
uptick in global commodity prices, 
in particular crude oil prices, pose 
an upside risk,” the Survey said.  
Meanwhile, expectations of a rate 
cut by the RBI were provoked by a 
key macro-economic data showing 
services sector contracting for the 
third straight month in January.  

 The Nikkei Services Purchas-
ing Managers’ Index (PMI) survey 
showed that input cost inflation 
slowed since December, while aver-
age selling prices contracted again, 
which may prompt the RBI to be 
“accommodative” at its forthcoming 
monetary policy review.   “PMI price 
indicators point to relatively muted 
inflationary pressures in the private 
sector economy. As such, there is 
room for accommodative monetary 
policy,” the report said.  The MPC is 
meeting over two days from Tuesday 
and the review will be announced on 
Wednesday afternoon.

RBI likely to hold interest 
rates at Wednesday’s review

New Delhi, Feb 7 (IANS) As an addition to its 
ZenFone 3 Series, Taiwanese smartphone manu-
facturer ASUS on Tuesday launched Zenfone 3S 
Max that comes with a massive 5,000mAh bat-

tery. Priced at Rs 14,999, the device will be avail-
able across all retail outlets and e-commerce 
portals.   “The all new Zenfone 3S Max has a 
powerful battery, along with tasteful aesthetics 

and superb camera making it well-suited for the 
needs of today’s users,” said Peter Chang, Re-
gional Head, South Asia and Country Manager, 
ASUS India.  The smartphone features 5.2-inch 
HD IPS display along with a sleek metal body 
and 2.5D contoured glass.   Zenfone 3S Max is 
powered by 1.5GHz octa-core 64-bit processor 
paired up with 3GB of RAM and comes with 32GB 
of internal memory that can be expanded up to 
2TB.   The device sports 13MP PixelMaster 3.0 
primary camera that supports phase detection 
auto-focus, with an f/2.0 aperture and dual LED 
real-tone flash. On the front, it houses 8MP cam-
era that supports 85-degree wide field of view 
and comes with beautification, HDR mode and 
low-light modes.  Zenfone 3S Max also packs a 
fingerprint sensor and runs on ZenUI 3 on top of 
Android 7.0 Nougat operating system. 
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Beijing, Feb 7 (IANS) Shipping 44.9 
million iPhones to China, Apple has 
beaten Xiaomi, touted as the ‘Apple’ of 
China that shipped 41.5 million smart-
phones and slipped to fifth spot, market 
research firm International Data Corpo-
ration (IDC) has revealed. According to 
IDC’s Quarterly Mobile Phone Tracker 
report, Apple dropped from 58.4 million 
iPhones in 2015 and Xiaomi from 64 mil-
lion Mi phones, drops of 23 per cent and 
36 per cent, respectively.  Oppo, which 
shipped 78.4 million phones -- more 
than double the 35.4 million it shipped 
in 2015. Huawei came in at second, ship-
ping 76 million phones, while Vivo man-
aged to almost double its shipments, 
going from 35 million in 2015 to 69 mil-
lion last year.  “Increased dependence 
on mobile apps has led to consumers to 
seek phone upgrades, thus helping drive 
the large growth in fourth quarter of 2016. 
In lower tiered cities, there was a similar 
demand by consumers, which Oppo and 
vivo met by aggressively pushing mid-
range smartphones in these cities,” said 
Tay X iaohan, Senior Market Analyst, IDC 
Asia/Pacific’s Client Devices team, in a 

statement.   Despite the decline, IDC 
does not believe Chinese vendors have 
actually eaten away Apple’s market 
share. Most Apple users are expected to 
be holding out for the new iPhone that 
will be launched this year, and that will 
help the brand to see a growth in 2017.   
Apple’s 10-year anniversary iPhone will 
also likely attract some of the high-end 
Android users in China to convert to an 
iPhone.  “The smartphone market in 
China saw a 19 per cent year-on-year 
growth and 17 per cent quarter-on-qua-
ter growth fourth quarter of 2016. For 
the full year of 2016, the market grew by 
nine per cent with top Chinese smart-
phone vendors taking up a larger share 
of the market,” the findings showed.   At 
present, out of the top three Chinese 
vendors in China, Huawei is the most 
successful with half of its shipments 
coming from markets outside China in 
fourth quarter of 2016.   Cameras will 
continue to be a key focus in the mar-
keting messages by vendors especially 
given the strong selfie culture in China, 
as exemplified by the popularity of apps 
such as Meitu, the report added.

Beijing, Feb 7 (IANS) China an-
nounced on Tuesday that it has ap-
proved two electric car projects worth 
6.15 billion yuan ($896 million). After 
completion, the two projects will boast 
a combined output of 115,000 electric 
cars, according to a statement by the 
National Development and Reform 
Commission.  The approval came as 
the central government has intensi-
fied efforts to encourage the use of 
new energy vehicles to ease pressure 
on the environment, including tax ex-
emptions, discounts for car purchases 

and an order for government organ-
isations to buy more new energy cars, 
Xinhua news agency reported.  China 
sold 507,000 new energy vehicles last 
year, an increase of 53 per cent year 
on year.   Sales of pure electric vehi-
cles surged 65.1 per cent year on year 
to 409,000, accounting for 80 percent 
of new energy vehicle sales.  An ear-
lier guideline by the State Council said 
China will build more than 12,000 new 
charging stations before 2020 to fulfil 
the demands of over 5 million new en-
ergy vehicles. 

Los Angeles, Feb 7 (IANS) In a bid to em-
power all users -- regardless of 3D printing 
experience -- build durable and accurate 
prototypes, global 3D printing and additive 
manufacturing solutions company Stratasys 
Ltd on Monday unveiled its new FDM (Fused 
Deposition Modeling)-based F123 Series.  
The series with three models -- F170, F270 
and F370 -- is designed to make professional 
rapid prototyping more productive for design 
workgroups, the company announced on the 

first day of the annual SOLIDWORKS World 
2017 conference here. Being attend by over 
5,000 engineers and designers at the Los An-
geles Convention Center, the four-day event 
is organised by Dassault Systèmes, the 3DEX-
PERIENCE Company and a world leader in 
3D design software. 

According to Stratasys, there is a vast 
market opportunity in product prototyping 
which is not being addressed by the current 
3D-printing systems.  “The launch of the 

Stratasys F123 Series targets these product 
design workgroups, industrial designers, en-
gineers, students and educators who demand 
a professional quality rapid prototyping so-
lution,” Zehavit Reisin, Vice President, Head 
of Rapid Prototyping Solutions, Stratasys, 
told reporters here.  A single Stratasys F123 
Series 3D Printer addresses the complete 
prototyping workflow -- from initial concept 
verification to design validation and final 
functional performance. Most operations are 
easily performed using a touchscreen user 
interface. Installing and replacing material is 
equally fast and easy.  “Just as robotic tools of 
the future will adapt to their envisioned us-
age environment, we worked with Stratasys 
to create a look, feel and ergonomic design 
for the F123 Series that would offer expertly 
crafted user interactions,” added Andre de 
Salis, Creative Director, Designworks.  Strata-
sys also announced a GrabCAD Print Add-In 
for SOLIDWORKS.  The tool enables the user 
estimate and 3D print parts for a range of 
Stratasys systems, including the F123 Series, 
giving 3D printer access to the entire commu-
nity of SOLIDWORKS design and engineering 
professionals. (Nishant Arora is in Los Ange-
les at the invitation of Dassault Systèmes. He 
can be contacted at nishant.a@ians.in)

Mumbai, Feb 7 (IANS) Caution 
ahead of the upcoming domestic 
monetary policy review, broadly 
negative global cues and a weak 
rupee pulled the Indian equities 
markets lower on Tuesday. The key 
indices were dragged lower by prof-
it booking to close the day’s trade 
in the red.  The wider 51-scrip Nif-
ty of the National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) inched down 32.75 points or 
0.37 per cent to 8,768.30 points. 

The barometer 30-scrip sensitive 
index (Sensex) of the BSE, which 
opened at 28,443.23 points, closed 
at 28,335.16 points -- down 104.12 
points or 0.37 per cent, from the 
previous close at 28,439.28 points. 

The Sensex touched a high 
of 28,483.41 points and a low of 
28,239.12 points during intra-day 
trade.  The BSE market breadth 
was tilted in favour of the bears 
-- with 1,561 declines and 1,324 
advances.  In terms of the broader 
markets, the BSE mid-cap index 
fell by 0.18 per cent, while the BSE 
small-cap index inched down by 
0.09 per cent.  On Monday, the 
benchmark indices surged on the 
back of positive global cues to hit 
their five-month closing highs. 
The NSE Nifty had inched up 60.10 
points or 0.69 per cent to close 
at 8,801.05 points, while the BSE 
Sensex was up 198.76 points or 
0.70 per cent at 28,439.28 points.  
“Markets ended lower on Tues-
day after witnessing a surge in the 

previous session. Selling pressure 
intensified in the afternoon ses-
sion,” Deepak Jasani, Head - Retail 
Research, HDFC Securities, told 
IANS.  “Major Asian markets too 
have ended lower barring the Sin-
gapore and Taiwan indices. Euro-
pean indices like FTSE 100, CAC 40 
and DAX however traded higher.”  
According to market observers, 
investors stayed on the sidelines 
ahead of the central bank’s policy 
decision on Wednesday.  “The RBI 
(Reserve Bank of India) rate deci-
sion is likely to be a close call, with 
favourable macros on one hand 
and rising oil and liquidity build-
up post demonetisation on the 
other,” said Anand James, Chief 
Market Strategist, Geojit BNP Pa-
ribas Financial Services.  The RBI 
is expected to conduct its sixth 
and final bi-monthly monetary 
policy review of the current fiscal 
on February 7-8, 2017.  “Rupee’s 
weakness after six consecutive 
days of strengthening also may 
have added to the negative senti-
ments,” James added.  The Indian 
rupee depreciated by 19 paise to 
67.41 against a US dollar from its 
previous close of 67.22 to a green-
back.  In terms of investments, the 
provisional data with exchanges 
showed that foreign institutional 
investors (FIIs) purchased stocks 
worth Rs 201.13 crore, while the 
domestic institutional investors 
(DIIs) purchased scrip worth Rs 

1,620.03 crore.  Sector-wise, Dhruv 
Desai, Director and Chief Operat-
ing Officer of Tradebulls, pointed 
out: “IT stocks traded with bearish 
sentiments and failed to recover 
from lower levels, while banking, 
pharma, auto, oil-gas, textile and 
aviation stocks faced resistance at 
higher levels due to profit book-
ing.”  “Media-entertainment 
stocks traded with mixed senti-
ments while FMCG, cement and 
power stocks also traded down 
due to selling pressure at higher 
levels.”  The S&P BSE automobile 
index plunged by 207.97 points, 
followed by the metal index, which 
declined by 147.78 points, and the 
oil and gas index, which fell by 
110.82 points.  On the other hand, 

the S&P BSE capital goods index 
augmented by 170.36 points, the 
consumer durables index edged 
up by 34 points, and the IT index 
rose by 22.61 points.  Major Sensex 
gainers on Tuesday were: Infosys, 
up 1.10 per cent at Rs 944.75; Lars-
en and Toubro (L&T), up 1.02 per 
cent at Rs 1,500.05; Maruti Suzuki, 
up 0.89 per cent at Rs 6,205.90; 
Asian Paints, up 0.50 per cent at Rs 
996.80; and HDFC, up 0.44 per cent 
at Rs 1,405.75.  Major Sensex losers 
were: Tata Motors, down 3.52 per 
cent at Rs 506.80; Coal India, down 
2.88 per cent at Rs 315.60; ONGC, 
down 2.86 per cent at Rs 193.30; 
Adani Ports, down 1.86 per cent at 
Rs 303.85; and Lupin, down 1.73 
per cent at Rs 1,468.40.

Caution ahead of monetary policy 
review pulls equities lower 

Apple beats Xiaomi in 
China, Oppo leads

China approves two electric 
car projects Stratasys unveils new 3D-printing 

series for rapid prototyping
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Haryana reach 146-2, take 59-run 
lead against Jharkhand on Day 3
Vadodara, Feb 7 (IANS) Hary-

ana fought back to reach 146-2 
in their second innings, taking 
a 59-run lead after bowling out 
Jharkhand for 345 on the third 
day of their Ranji Trophy cricket 
quarter-final at the Moti Bagh 
Stadium.

Jharkhand could add only 117 
runs to their overnight score of 
228-3 in reply to Haryana’s first 
innings score of 258 all out.

After conceding a 87-run lead, 
Haryana’s fight was spearhead-
ed by openers Nitin Saini (41) 
and Shubham Rohilla (43). Lat-

er, Shivam Chauhan (22 not out) 
and Chaitanya Bishnoi (33 not 
out) were at the crease when the 
umpires called it a day.

Earlier in the day, Jharkhand’s 
hopes of taking big lead evapo-
rated as seamer Harshal Patel 
ran havoc through a fiery open-
ing spell that prized away three 
wickets in th first few overs of 
the day. Jharkhand were yet to 
add to their overnight total of 
228-3 when the right-armer dealt 
a twin blow in the third over of 
the day as he removed overnight 
batsman Ishank Jaggi (77) and Is-

han Kishan (0), with both of them 
having their stumps dismantled. 
In the fifth over, Harshal snared 
Kaushal Singh (0) to leave them 
tottering at 228-6.

Another overnight batsman 
Virat Singh, who was 81 not out, 
saw all of the three wickets roll-
ing down standing at the other 
end. He along with Shahbaz 
Nadeem (34) somehow man-
aged to weather the storm that 
came in the form of Harshal.

They managed a 57-run stand 
for the seventh wicket to see 
their side cross the Haryana’s 

first innings total of 258. Virat 
also completed his century. 
His knock included 11 fours 
and a six. Leg-spinner Yuzven-
dra Chahal dismissed the two 
batsmen, with the total at 299-
8. Later, Rahul Shukla (28) and 
Samar Quadri (17) frustrated 
the Haryana bowlers to push 
Jharkhand’s lead.

Amit Mishra removed Shukla 
to put an end to Jharkhand’s in-
nings as injured batsman Ashish 
Kumar was absent.

Afterwards, Haryana, faced 
with the task of first eclisping 
the 87-run arrear, went about 
their job smoothly. Opening 
batsmen Saini (41) and Rohilla 
(43) provided a 79-run stand to 
put them on course for a strong 
show till both of them were dis-
missed by leg-spinner Quadri.

Indian eves thrash Sri Lanka in 
cricket World Cup qualifier

Odisha government to boost 
infrastructure for Hockey World 

Colombo, Feb 7 (IANS) Rid-
ing on half-centuries from 
Devika Vaidya, skipper Mith-
ali Raj and Deepti Sharma, 
India trounced hosts Sri Lan-
ka by 114 runs in the opening 
match of the women’s World 
Cup qualifier at the P. Sara 
Oval here on Tuesday.

Electing to bat after calling 
the toss correctly, India over-
came the early loss of opener 
Mona Meshram (6) as Deepti 
(54) and Devika (89) put on 
123 runs for the second wick-
et to lay the foundation for a 
big score.

Deepti, who consumed 96 
deliveries, hit four boundar-
ies and a six before being dis-
missed by off-spinner Inoshi 
Priyadharshani with India 
comfortably placed at 132/2.

Mithali (70) then joined 
Devika in the middle and the 

duo added another 49 runs 
before medium pacer Ude-
shika Prabodhani halted the 
19-year old Devika’s 103-ball 
vigil, comprising 11 boundar-
ies. The departure of Devika 
brought in all-rounder Har-
manpreet Kaur, who fired a 
21-ball 20 to put on 63 runs 
for the fourth wicket with her 
skipper as India found them-
selves at 244/4 when Kaur 

was dismissed.
Mithali, who faced just 62 

balls and hit eight boundar-
ies, continued on with Veda 
Krishnamurthy (10 not out) 
to add another 15 runs as In-
dia posted 259/4.

In reply, the hosts could no-
where match the pace during 
the chase with the asking rate 
mounting to finish on 114/8.

India’s fielding was up to 

the mark as the visitors ac-
counted for three run-outs 
-- Hasini Perara (34), Dilani 
Manodara (12) and Prasa-
dani Weerakkody (2) -- which 
did not help the home side’s 
cause. Hasini was the top 
scorer for the Lankans while 
openers Chamari Atapattu 
(30) and Eshani Lokusuriyage 
(20) made some useful con-
tributions.

Bhubaneswar, Feb 7 (IANS) 
The Odisha government on 
Tuesday decided to boost 
infrastructure and other fa-
cilities at Kalinga Stadium 
here to successfully host the 
Hockey World Cup in 2018.

A preparatory meeting was 
held under the chairmanship 
of chief secretary A.P. Padhi 
to discuss the detailed pro-
gramme and work plan for 
the world class event.

The matches are scheduled 
to be played in November and 
December next year. A total 
of 16 teams will participate.

Padhi advised showcasing 
Odisha and its potential in 
the fields of tourism, culture 
and sports development dur-

ing the event. “The meeting 
has in principle decided to 
organise the hockey world 
cup. The final and official 
announcement for the event 
would be done by Hockey In-
dia League. The state govern-
ment will provide all support 
and assistance for the suc-
cessful organisation of this 
international event,” said the 
chief secretary.

In the meeting, it was de-
cided that the beautification 
work at Kalinga Stadium will 
start soon as it will host most 
of the matches during the 
three-week event.

“This for the third time that 
India is going to organise the 
prestigious World Cup and 

Odisha is proud of getting 
the chance to host it at Bhu-
baneswar. We will soon make 
the detailed programme and 
work plan for meeting the 
requirements like transport, 
hotel accommodation, sta-
dium development, security 
arrangements and execute 
them as per the timeline,” 
said sports secretary Vishal 
Dev.

India had hosted the Hock-
ey World Cup twice - first in 
1982 at Mumbai and then at 
Delhi in 2010.

Hockey India CEO Elena 
Norman, who was also pres-
ent at the meeting, said the 
stadium infrastructure will be 
developed as more matches 

are being played here. “We 
are ready to host any tour-
nament as the overall infra-
structure is really good as of 
now. And, we will develop it 
as we conduct more matches 
here,” the CEO added.

Bhubaneswar has already 
successfully hosted the eight-
nation Champions Trophy 
men’s hockey tournament in 
2014.

Around 1000 players from 
16 nations will participate 
in the World Cup. Around 
20,000 fans, relatives and as-
sociates of the players and 
officials from various coun-
tries are expected to reach 
Bhubaneswar to witness the 
event, said sources.

Shetty, Rangnekar to manage 
India-Bangladesh Test

India are a class team, 
says Steve O’Keefe

La Liga chief defends decision to 
suspend Celta-Real Madrid game

Kolkata leg of Mercedes golf 
meet to be held on Wednesday

U-17 football team coach resigns less 
than 8 months before World Cup

New Delhi, Feb 7 (IANS) 
The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) on 
Tuesday named its general 
manager (administration 
and game development) Rat-
nakar Shetty as observer for 
the one-off Test between In-
dia and Bangladesh, starting 
from Thursday in Hyderabad.

Besides Shetty, the board’s 
chief financial officer Santosh 
Rangnekar was also named 
as financial advisor to ensure 
proper maintenance of re-
cords in relation to income 
and expenditure for the Test 
match. There is no recog-

nised body governing the Hy-
derabad Cricket Association 
(HCA) and even as elections 
had been held, the results 
have not been declared due 
to a court order.

“In compliance with the or-
der dated 06.02.2017 passed 
in WP(PIL)M.P. No.30 of 2017 
in WP(PIL) No.16 of 2017 by 
the Hyderabad Court and fur-
ther on approval received by 
the Committee of Adminis-
trators of the BCCI, BCCI has 
appointed Ratnakar Shetty 
to supervise and monitor ar-
rangements being made by 
the HCA and Santosh Rang-

nekar as financial advisor to 
ensure proper maintenance 
of records in relation to in-
come and expenditure for 
the Test match,” read a BCCI 
statement.

The members of the previ-
ous HCA regime had resigned 
and there is no recognition 
for the interim body that was 
set up some time back.

The BCCI’s worries were 
compounded by the lack of 
funds with the HCA, who also 
wrote to the national board 
a few weeks back about its 
problem to hold the game if 
funds were not sanctioned.

Kolkata, Feb 7 (IANS) Over 112 players 
will battle it out for the top honours in the 
17th edition of the Mercedes Trophy at 
the Royal Calcutta Golf Club (RCGC) here 
on Wednesday.

The two-day leg coming after the sev-
enth Chennai leg will see four city golfers 
(two from each day) make it to the Na-
tional finals to be held at Pune’s Oxford 
Golf Resort from March 15-17. 

The tournament so far has seen quali-
fication of 18 golfers from the seven legs 
held in Pune, Ahmedabad, Mumbai, 

Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Coimbatore and 
Chennai, respectively.

The 41 winners from the qualifying 
rounds being held in 12 cities -- Ahmed-
abad, Bengaluru, Coimbatore, Pune, 
Chennai, Mumbai, Hyderabad, Jaipur, 
Chandigarh, Kolkata, Gurugram and New 
Delhi, will then compete in the National 
Finals.

Three winners from the National Finals 
will further progress to the Mercedes Tro-
phy World Finals in Stuttgart, Germany, 
in September.

New Delhi, Feb 7 (IANS) The All India 
Football Federation (AIFF) on Tuesday 
confirmed the parting of ways with con-
troversial Under-17 team head coach 
Nicolai Adam by mutual consent, with 
less than eight months to go for the U-17 
FIFA World Cup in India.

Adam, who had taken charge of the 
team in April 2015, was mired in contro-
versy lately after as many as 21 players in 

a signed letter to AIFF had alleged that 
the German had beaten them up during 
training sessions.

Moreover, reports had also emerged 
that the AIFF decided to sack Adam be-
cause the team, which will represent the 
country in the U-17 World Cup to be 
hosted by India in October, finished last 
in a 16-nation exposure tournament in 
Russia.

Dubai, Feb 7 (IANS) 
Ahead of the four-match 
Test rubber against In-
dia later this month, 
Australian spinner Steve 
OKeefe on Tuesday 
termed the hosts as a 
“class” team with some 
“exceptional” batsmen.

The 32-year-old left-
arm spinner admitted 
that taming the Indian 
batsmen would be a “big 
job” but expressed confi-
dence on his team’s abil-
ities to do “some dam-
age” during the series, 
which begins with the 
opening match in Pune 

on February 23. “(India) 
are a class team, they’re 
exceptional batters at 
home and it’s going to 
be a big job,” O’Keefe 
was quoted as saying by 
cricket.com.au.

“They’re class play-
ers -- (Cheteshwar) Pu-
jara, Lokesh Rahul, Ka-
run Nair and Virat Kohli 
-- so that’s four of their 
(current) top six (in Test 
cricket).” 

“But I have no doubt if 
we get it right for a sus-
tained longer periods, 
we can do some dam-
age,” he added. O’Keefe 

and fellow spinner Na-
than Lyon are currently 
brushing their skills un-
der former Sri Lankan 
tweaker Rangana Herath 
and New Zealand legend 
Daniel Vettori in Aus-
tralia’s pre-tour training 
camp here.

“The main things you 
get away from those guys 
is challenging the bat-
ter’s defence,” O’Keefe 
said.

“And if you can contin-
ually put the ball in the 
right area, given these 
conditions will spin 
more than what we’re 

used to at home, that 
will help us. It’s about 
building pressure and 
not being overawed,” he 
added.

O’Keefe also trained 
under former England 
left-armer Monty Pan-
eswar, who was one of 
the architects of Eng-
land’s historic 2-1 win 
over India in 2012.

“The keys (Panesar) 
talked about was be-
ing adaptable,” O’Keefe 
said.

“You’re going to get 
different wickets, albeit 
they will be generally 
slow and spinning, but at 
times they can play a bit 
differently. One might 
be a little bit quicker, 
one might bounce a bit 
more.”

Madrid, Feb 7 (IANS) 
Spanish football league 
President Javier Tebas 
on Tuesday defended 
the decision to suspend 
Sunday’s match between 
Celta Vigo and Real Ma-
drid after winds of up to 
130 km an hour damaged 
the roof of Celta’s Balai-
dos Stadium.

The game was post-
poned after the Mayor 
of Vigo Abel Caballero 
insisted the municipally 
owned stadium was in 
no condition to host the 
game due to the risks to 
public safety and called 

off Sunday’s match, re-
ports Xinhua news agen-
cy. “I respect and ac-
cept his decision, which 
comes backed by techni-
cal reports. There was a 
risk for the public and for 
the players,” Tebas told 
sports paper Diario AS.

Tebas reminded peo-
ple that the Celta-Real 
Madrid game was not the 
only one to suffer for the 
weather as the match be-
tween Deportivo la Co-
runa and Betis was also 
postponed after Deport-
ivo’s ground was also 
damaged by the wind.

“This weekend there 
was a really bad storm 
in Galicia and that is the 
cause of everything,” 
added the La Liga Presi-
dent, who explained 
that Madrid’s solution 
of playing in a different 
ground was impractical.

“How can you move ev-
erything that a game be-
tween Celta and Real Ma-
drid suppose in just a day? 
What happens with secu-
rity, transport and infra-
structure and how do you 
move 30 or 40,000 people 
just like that?” he said. 
Tebas insisted: “The ma-

jority of grounds in Spain 
are in good condition and 
some, such as San Mames 
are among the best in the 
world... This storm has up-
rooted trees, blown down 
walls, lifted off roofs and 
even damaged high-ten-
sion wires. This was a major 
storm.” The La Liga presi-
dent said that it was not 
impossible to find a date 
to reschedule the game 
and commented that 
“what annoys me is that 
people take advantage 
of something like this to 
criticise our competition, 
which is magnificent.” 

New Delhi, Dec 25 (IANS) Defender 
Yogesh Prasad will lead a 20-member 
Delhi squad for participation in the 
North Zone leg of the 71st National 
Football Championship for Santosh 
Trophy 2016-17 scheduled to begin 
from December 27, it was announced 
on Sunday.

Another defender Abhishek Rawat 
was named as vice-captain of the team 
by the Delhi Soccer Association (DSA) 
selection committee after 20-day open 
selection trials-cum-coaching camp 
held at the Ambedkar Atadium.

The team left for the tournament that 
will take place in Sunder Nagar in Him-
achal Pradesh on Sunday morning. The 
tournament ends on January 1, 2017.

Abhijoy Basu is the chief coach and 
Ravi Rana his assistant. Magan Singh 
Patwal serves as the manager of the 
squad.

The squad:
Goal-keepers: Pronoy Roy, Apoorv 

Kakkar, Vijay Pratap
Defenders: Sonu Beniwal, Abhishek 

Rawat (vice-captain), Yogesh Prasad 
(captain), Nitin Rawat, Vikass Rawat, 
Yashdeep Solanki

Mid-fielders: Dilliram Sanyasi, 
Mukesh Kumar, Dheeraj Sing Jang-
pangi, Ankit Kumar Rana, Aditya Singh 
Rawat, Anuj Sharma

Forwards: Kushan Chauhan, Yogesh 
Kumar, Monu Choudhary, Harish Kar-
ki, Kamal Singh.

Defender Yogesh to lead 
Delhi football team



Judwaa 2 first look out! Varun Dhawan 
looks kickass in his double role as 

the geek and the tapori
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Sonakshi Sinha to be part of Salman 

Khan's Da-Bang tour this year.
Salman Khan is all set to take over 

the world as he begins his Da-Bang 
tour April 7th onwards. He was to visit 
New Zealand, Australia along with Bi-
pasha Basu, Prabhudheva, Badshah, 
Daisy  Shah, Manish Paul and Son-
akshi Sinha. But now there has been 
two new developments – First that, 
the tour has been extended to Malay-
sia. Two, one of them won’t be part of 
this Malaysian event. We are talking 
about his Dabangg co-star Sonakshi 
Sinha. She will perform in Hong Kong, 
Auckland, Sydney and Melbourne but 
will not be part of the Malaysian event, 
that’s when Tamannaah Bhatia will 
join the team. The Tutak Tutak Tutiya 
actress has confirmed this develop-
ment while speaking with Mumbai 
Mirror,” Yes, it’s my first international 
tour. It’s a pleasure to be associated 
with Salman Khan. I am sure it’s going 
to be one of my greatest experiences.” 
The event in Malaysia will take place 
at the at the Mine convention centre 
on April 14. Well, considering Taman-

naah wowed us with her dancing skills 
in Tutak Tutak Tutiya where she was 
trained by Prabhudheva, we can’t 
wait to watch her set the dance floor 
ablaze with her groovy moves. Right 
from a dream sequence in Baahubali 
to a high intense sequence in Tutak 
Tutiya, Tamannaah has pulled off 

all styles of dancing. Check this out: 
Reportedly, the Tubelight actor has 
been meaning to go on a World Tour 
for quite sometime now. He wants to 
hold this concert primarily to promote 
his NGO being Human.  In other news, 
Salman Khan has finally wrapped up 
Tubelight with Kabir Khan. 

We definitely couldn’t have got a 
better surprise than this! Varun 
Dhawan just released the first look of 
Judwaa 2, peaking our excitement to 
an all new level. I mean, no seriously! 
One look at the above picture and 
you will know what we are trying to 
say! While on one side he shows us 
his classy, geeky side as Prem. The 
other side has a rather macho looking 
Varun aka Raja with his long stresses 
and six pack abs on display. Well, as 
the name suggests, Varun plays a 
double role in this film just like how 
Salman essayed the role of Raja and 
Prem in the hit prequel that released 
a decade back. Taking up to Twitter, 
Varun tweeted with joy, “Exclusive 
#Judwaa2 sept 29. Raja and Prem.@
taapsee @Asli_Jacqueline @
NGEMovies.#firstlook.who’s your 
pick?” Trust me, even we can’t decide 
which of Varun’s look is hotter – the 
geeky one or the tapori Raja? Also 
read: Varun Dhawan, Jacqueline 
Fernandez and Taapsee Pannu’s 
Judwaa 2 goes on floors – view pics  
Having said that, Varun however 
doesn’t want to be compared to 
Salman just because he has stepped 
into the latter’s shoes for Judwaa 2. 

Sushant Singh Rajput has made zillions of boys 
jealous by shooting with one of the hottest real-
ity star turned model – Kendall Jenner. We were 
the first ones to tell you that Katrina Kaif shot with 
world famous celebrity photographer Mario Tes-
tino and now we have news of Sushant’s secret 
shoot with Kendall in Jaipur. In fact, high security 
was placed for the duo as they didn’t want any of 
the photos to leak or come out. But pics of Kend-
all and Sushant at Jaipur airport started doing the 
rounds, thanks to their fan clubs on social media. 
We soon made a few calls to ask our sources on the 
same and guess what, it is in fact, true! The duo shot 
for Vogue’s upcoming issue and they have been 
photographed by none other than legendary lens-
man, Mario Testino!  In fact Sushant’s selfie with 
Mario confirms this shoot. He captioned the pic-
ture saying, “What an amazing experience it was to 
shoot with @mariotestino . Such an honour. !! #jai-
pur” This surely comes as a surprise and a delight! 
It would be so kickass to see Kendall and Sushant 
sizzle up for the magazine photoshoot, don’t you 
think? We cannot explain just how excited we are! 
The shoot took place last week and was wrapped 
under heavy security in a two day schedule. It was 
at the airport that rumours started to build. Are you 
excited for Sushant Singh Rajput and Kendall Jen-
ner’s Vogue photoshoot pics? Tell us in the com-
ments box below. Stay tuned to this space for hot 
scoop and latest updates.

Indian cricket team captain Virat Kohli and 
Bollywood actress Anushka Sharma have been 
dating for a while now. The two are often spot-
ted at various events and can be seen going out 
on romantic getaways together. Looks like Virat 
Kohli wants to finally about talk Anushka Sharma 
and their relationship. Well, that’s what his re-
cent tweet suggests. The tweet posted by Virat 
Kohli stated, “When you’ve got something to tell 
the world. But you can’t yet. #Forever” He also 
posted a short video with the same. The video 
featured him giving different looks at the cam-
era. Well, there is also a possibility that the tweet 
may be related to a brand he endorses and even if 
that’s the case, it’s like killing two birds with one 
stone. Because that sure hints at his current re-
lationship status.  Do you think he is hinting at 
Anushka Sharma and his relationship or we are 
reading too much into the lines? On the work 

front, while Virat Kohli is on a winning spree 
as Indian team captain, Anushka Sharma will 
next be seen in her second production venture, 
Phillauri. The film which stars Anushka Shar-
ma, Diljit Dosanjh and Suraj Sharma is a horror 
comedy. Also read: Anushka Sharma’s Phillauri 
a copy of Johnny Depp’s Corpse Bride?  Bolly-
woodLife in its review stated, “The trailer starts 
on a good note but later goes into the cliched ter-
ritory of those old school comic horrors, where a 
ghost returns to the world of humans for an un-
fulfilled desire. The trailer has a few funny mo-
ments in the initial half but as mentioned above 
goes into the cliched, done to death territory i.e 
in order to get rid of the ghost you have to help it 
fulfil its last wish. A similar story was seen in Am-
itabh Bachchan’s Bhoothnath or even Shah Rukh 
Khan’s Chamatkar. However, the plot is clearly a 
rip-off of Johnny Depp’s Corpse Bride.”

There’s yet another twist in 
Kumkum Bhagya and this time, the 
twist is both, glamorous and hot. 
Sriti Jha, who plays the role of Pra-
gya, will go through a major trans-
formation in the show. In the pre-
vious episodes, we saw how Rocky 
humiliated Pragya for being so old-
fashioned and Purab also called 
off his engagement on those basis. 
This made Abhi (Shabir Ahluwalia) 
set his mind to transforming Pra-
gya from a simple old-fashioned 
girl to a modern avatar. The show 

is going to witness Abhi and Tanu’s 
bachelor party where Pragya will 
become the centre of attraction. 
Aaliya and Tanu are obviously in 
for huge shock! Sriti Jha’s team 
revealed her look for the bachelor 
party and believe me, you’ll be just 
as stunned as we are. If you’re used 
to seeing Sriti Jha in the usual tra-
ditional avatar, her modern avatar 
will be damn refreshing for you to 
watch! This also means that we get 
to see Abhi and Pragya romance for 
a longer time in the show. 

Sriti Jha aka Pragya of Kumkum
 Bhagya's modern avatar is something 

you just can't miss!

S coop: Sushant Singh Rajput 
shot with Kendall Jenner and 

we have all the details!

Indian cricket team captain Virat Kohli and 
Bollywood actress Anushka Sharma have 

been dating for a while now.

Baahubali: The Conclusion is all 
set  to release on April 28, 2017

Baahubali: The Conclusion, is one 
of the most awaited films of not just 
2017 but of Bollywood. Since the re-
lease of Baahubali: The Beginning 
in 2015, fans have been waiting for 
the conclusion with bated breathe, 
mainly due to the way the first part 
ended on a cliffhanger. Everyone had 
one big question in their mind as to 
“Why Did Kattappa kill Baahubali?” 
When the poster of Baahubali: The 
Conclusion was released, it caught 
everyone’s frenzy and that was glar-
ing mistakes in its poster. The poster 
features Amarendra Baahubali and 
Devasena holding a bow and arrow. 
The poster has gone viral and people 
couldn’t help but notice the mistakes 
which are: # The arrows of Amar-
endra overlap on Devasena’s bow. 
Amarendra’s arrows in brown colour 
are seen overlapping on Devasena’s 
white bow in the poster. This mistake 
is being pointed out by netizens as 
they’re questioning how it could be 
possible when Devasena is standing 
in front of Amarendra.  # While the 
arrows of Amarendra are of equal 
length, the arrows of Devasena are 
uneven. Especially, the middle ar-
row of Devasna appears to be lengthy 
compared to two other arrows. This is 

also being pointed out by a few curi-
ous, passionate Baahubali lovers on-
line. When the poster was released, 
director SS Rajamouli described it as 
the pose from an artistic sequence 
in the film. So it is intriguing to see 
these mistakes in the poster. In fact 
the earlier released two posters too 
received flak from the fans as they 
weren’t what they expected it to be at 

least better than the previous film’s 
posters. Also read: Prabhas’ Baahu-
bali 2 crosses the Rs 500 crore mark 
much before its release  We just hope 
the film turns out to be as good as the 
previous one, if not better.  Baahuba-
li: The Conclusion is all set to release 
on April 28, 2017, and stars Prabhas, 
Rana Daggubati, Anushka Shetty and 
Tamannah Bhatia among others.


