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Supreme Court choice Neil 
Gorsuch draws Democrat 

Budget clueless, with 
no roadmap for country: 

Mamata Banerjee

Brussels/Paris/Tokyo, Feb 1 (IANS) Donald 
Trump came under attack from Western allies, 
with EU President Donald Tusk dubbing the new 
US President an “existential threat to Europe”.

French Minister of Economy and Finance Mi-
chel Sapin said the Trump administration posed 
“a serious risk to world trade order” while Japan 
rejected Trump’s charges of manipulating its for-
eign exchange market. In an extraordinary attack 
on Trump, the European Union chief called Trump, 
elected as the US President on January 20, an “exis-
tential threat to Europe”, the Independent reported. 

In an open letter to leaders of the 27 mem-
ber states, Tusk included the Trump adminis-
tration as part of a group of “dangerous” chal-
lenges facing the bloc, citing Russia, China and 
radical Islam as other threats. “The change in 
Washington puts the European Union in a dif-
ficult situation, with the new administration 
seeming to put into question the last 70 years of 
American foreign policy,” Tusk said.

Shimla, Feb 1 (IANS) Himachal Pradesh 
Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh on Wednesday 
termed the union budget as disappointing and 
disheartening for the people of the state.

He however welcomed the step to reduce 
the limit for cash donation to the political par-
ties from Rs 20,000 to Rs 2,000.

“It seems to be the budget of mere promises 
and commitments in which interests of the 
common man had been completely ignored,” 
he said in a statement.

The Chief Minister said the people of the 
country were expecting some respite after 
passing through the phase of hardship due 
to demonetisation process but the central 
government had failed to come up to their 
expectations.

European Union, West slam 
Donald Trump 

Union budget disappointing: 
Himachal CM
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Deepika Padukone demands for stricter laws 
after the Bengaluru mass molestation case 

New Delhi, Feb 1 (IANS) 
Hoping for a 17-per cent 
growth in taxes revenues, Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jaitley 
on Wednesday presented the 
Union Budget 2017-18, offer-
ing more money for welfare 
schemes, minor tax sops for 
individuals and small firms, 
with a fiscal deficit of 3.2 per 
cent of GDP.

In his fourth budget as Fi-
nance Minister presented in 
the Lok Sabha, Jaitley also 
made some far-reaching 
changes in political funding, 

placing a cap of Rs 2,000 on 
the donation which any party 
can receive from one source 
in cash.

The budget, which pegs the 
total expenditure for 2017-18 
at Rs 21.47 lakh crore -- with a 
25.4 per cent jump in capital-
side outlay -- continued with 
the government’s focus on 
curbing black money by lim-
iting cash transactions to less 
than Rs 300,000.

In his 110-minute budget 
presentation, Jaitley also as-
sured a law to confiscate the 
assets of fugitive economic of-
fenders.

On demonetisation, he 
said, it will have substantial 
long-term benefirs and spur 
growth, and added that with 
the current pace of remon-
etisation, the impact will not 
spill over to the next year.  
Apart from the sops and sub-

stantial increase in alloca-
tion on affordable housing, 
job-guarantee scheme, agri-
culture sector, and the rural 
economy in general, Jaitley 
also sought to hike the de-
fence budget for the next fis-
cal by 10 per cent to Rs 2.74 
lakh crore. He said the budget 
has 10 distinct themes: Farm-
ers, rural population, youth, 
the poor, infrastructure, fi-
nancial Sector, digital econo-
my, delivery of public service, 
prudent fiscal management 
and a tax administration that 
honours the honest.

The total allocation for the 
rural, agriculture and allied 
sectors has been hiked by 24 
per cent to Rs 1,87,223 crore, 
and infrastructure status has 
been accorded to affordable 
housing so that it can avail of 
the associated benefits such as 
low-cost project loans.

Agriculture, 
allied sector gets 

Rs 58,663 cr in budget

Trinamool boycotts budget 
day amid acrimony with BJP 

New Delhi, Feb 1 (IANS) 
Seeking to double farmers’ in-
come by 2022, Finance Minis-
ter Arun Jaitley on Wednesday 
allocated Rs 58,663 crore to 
agriculture and allied sector 
for 2017-18 and increased the 
farm credit target to Rs 10 lakh 
crore in the fiscal.

Of the allocation, which 
is around 10 per cent higher 
than Rs 52,821 crore (re-
vised estimates) in the last 
fiscal, the allocation for the 
Agriculture and Farmers’ 
Welfare Ministry was in-
creased by around six per 
cent as it got Rs 51,026 crore 
as opposed to Rs 48,072 
crore (RE) in 2016-17.

Presenting the budget, Jait-
ley said that agriculture was 
expected to grow at 4.1 per 
cent in the current fiscal due 
to better monsoon and the 

total area sown under Kharif 
and Rabi crops are higher 
than the previous year.

He said coverage of Na-
tional Agricultural Market (e-
NAM) will be expanded from 
the current 250 markets to 585 
APMCs (Agriculture Produce 
Market Committees), while 
assistance up to a ceiling of 
Rs 75 lakhs will be provided to 
every e-NAM market to set up 
cleaning, grading and packag-
ing facilities. 

Urging states to de-notify 
perishables from APMC as 
it would give opportunity to 
farmers to sell their produce 
and get better prices, he said 
that there was a proposal to 
integrate farmers who grow 
fruits and vegetables with agro 
processing units for better 
price realisation and reduc-
tion of post-harvest losses.

New Delhi/Kolkata, Feb 1 
(IANS) In an unprecedented 
move, none of the 34 MPs 
of the Trinamool Congress 
-- the fourth largest party in 
the Lok Sabha -- was present 
in the house on Wednesday 
in protest against the gov-
ernment’s demonetisation 
move when Finance Min-
ister Arun Jaitley presented 
the government’s 2017-18 
Budget.

The Trinamool, which also 
skipped the all-party meet-
ings by Speaker Sumitra 
Mahajan and Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Ananth Ku-
mar, had already declared 
that it would boycott the 

first two days of the budget 
session to lodge its protest 
against the note ban and the 
government’s refusal to de-
lay the budget because of the 
February-March assembly 
polls in five states.

“We had already declared 
boycotting the budget in 
protest against demonetisa-
tion. Moreover, we had also 
demanded postponing the 
budget till the assembly 
elections to the five states 
were over. But this govern-
ment refused to pay heed 
to the collective demand of 
the opposition,” Trinamool 
Lok Sabha member Sultan 
Ahmed told IANS.

Tax sops for individuals, small 
firms; more money for welfare: 

FM Arun Jaitley

AAP demands Sukhbir 
Badal’s arrest over blast

Electoral 
bonds, Rs 2,000 

cash limit to 
clean up politi-

cal funding 

Chandigarh, Feb 1 (IANS) 
Blaming Punjab Deputy 
Chief Minister Sukhbir Badal 
for the Tuesday bomb blast, 
the AAP on Wednesday 
urged the Election Com-
mission to intervene and get 
him (Sukhbir) arrested.

While alleging that Sukh-
bir Badal and the ruling 
Shiromani Akali Dal lead-
ership in Punjab could be 
behind the Maur Mandi car 
blast, AAP General Secretary 
Sanjay Singh said Sukhbir 
Badal’s arrest was essential 
to ensure peaceful assem-
bly elections in Punjab on 

February 4. An Aam Aadmi 
Party delegation led by San-
jay Singh met Punjab Chief 
Electoral Officer V.K. Singh 
here and sought the panel’s 
intervention.

“AAP has given a com-
plaint against Sukhbir Badal 
to the Election Commission, 
seeking his arrest and inter-
rogation,” Singh told the me-
dia here. 

“We have no doubt that 
the frustrated SAD and Con-
gress were behind incidents 
of violence and they can 
commit any heinous crime 
to disturb the election pro-

cess,” he said. He said that 
Akali Dal and Congress lead-
ers were hand in glove to 
create a tense atmosphere in 
the state. Sanjay Singh said 
the Punjab government had 
failed to solve any of the sac-
rilege cases of Guru Granth 
Sahib, high-profile murders 
in Jalandhar and Ludhiana 
and the Nabha jailbreak by 
gangsters.

The death toll in Tuesday 
evening’s car bomb blast 
near Bathinda city rose to 
five on Wednesday with two 
more children who were se-
riously injured succumbing 

to their injuries. The victims 
include two men and three 
children.

Earlier, Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal demand-
ed the arrest of Sukhbir 
Badal, son of Chief Minister 
Parkash Singh Badal and 
also the Home Minister.

“To ensure peaceful elec-
tions, Sukhbir Badal should 
be immediately arrested. 
His role in (the) blast be 
probed. He will cause more 
violence,” the AAP leader 
tweeted.

“Sukhbir Badal is a hard-
ened criminal who will go 
to any extent to ruin Punjab 
and its peace. Election Com-
mission MUST arrest him to 
ensure peaceful elections,” 
added Kejriwal, who is cam-
paigning in Punjab.

New Delhi, Feb 1 (IANS) To en-
sure greater transparency in politi-
cal funding, Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley on Wednesday sharply cut 
the cash donation a political party 
can accept and announced “elec-
toral bonds” to promote legitimate 
funding of parties.

Any anonymous cash dona-
tion to a political party will now 
be limited to Rs 2,000 -- a sharp 
drop from the Rs 20,000 limit ear-

lier. Further, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) will issue bearer bonds 
that a donor may buy through 
cheques and digital payments. He 
or she can then give the bond to a 
political party which must deposit 
it within a month in a pre-deter-
mined account. While this gives 
the donor the option of remain-
ing anonymous, both ends of the 
transaction will happen through 
the banking system.

The Director, CBI, Shri Alok Kumar Verma calling on the Union Home Minister, Shri Rajnath Singh, 
in New Delhi on February 01, 2017. PIB
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GoAir launches four 
flights from Hyderabad
Hyderabad, Feb 1 (IANS) GoAir, one of India’s 

fastest growing airlines, on Wednesday commenced 
four additional flights from Hyderabad. The daily 
flights would provide non-stop connectivity from 
Hyderabad to five destinations: Goa, Port Blair, 
Pune, Guwahati and Bagdogra, GoAir said in a state-
ment. The new routes aim at connecting Hyder-
abad with network cities and providing passengers 
flexible options in planning their travel. GoAir will 
launch the first direct flight from Kochi to Ahmed-
abad this month.

SCR to Run Four 
Unreserved Special 

Trains for Magha 
Ekadashi

Hyderabad, Feb.1 (NSS): South Central Railway 
will run Four unreserved Special trains between 
Bidar-Pandharpur during Magha Ekadashi Celebra-
tions at Pandharpur. Accordingly, Train No. 07517 
Bidar – Pandharpur Special train will depart Bidar at 
21:15 hrs on February 5 and 6 and arrive Pandhar-
pur at 06:00 hrs on the next day.

In return direction Train No. 07518 Pandharpur 
– Bidar special trainwill depart Pandharpur at 09:50 
hrs on February 6 and 7 and arrive Bidar at 17:45 hrs 
on the same day. Enroute, these special trains will 
stop at Bhalki, Kamalnagar, Udgir, Latur Road, La-
tur, Osmanabad and Kurduwadi stations in both the 
directions. These special trains will have 12 coaches 
viz., ten Second sitting and two Second Class Lug-
gage Cum Brake van Coaches.

Hundreds throng 
Basara Saraswathi 

temple
Basara, Feb.1 (NSS): A large number of devo-

tees thronged Basara Saraswathi temple here on 
Wednesday on the occasion of Vasantha Panchami 
celebrations. The temple authorities celebrated 
Saraswathi Ammavari birthday with priests con-
ducting Mahabhishekam and decoration at mid-
night. The priests performed “Maha haarathi” after 
conducting Saraswathi Ammavari puja. The devo-
tees started pouring into the temple since last night 
to have darshan of Sri Saraswathi Ammavaru after 
taking holy bath in the River Godavari. The devotees 
participated in Ammavari Abhishekam and Alanka-
rana Seva. In the early hours of Wednesday, priests 
organized “Aksharabhyasam” program to children. 
Devotees could have darshan of the presiding deity 
after five hours due to heavy rush.

Union Budget totally 
pro-corporates: 

Ponguleti
Hyderabad, Feb.1 (NSS): Congress MLC Ponguleti 

Sudhakar Reddy today alleged that the Union bud-
get was prepared in such a way that it could help the 
corporate sector further. Speaking to the media at 
Assembly Media point here on Wednesday, Pongu-
leti said the farmers, who thought that their loans 
will be waived, were totally disappointed with the 
Union budget. The Centre has failed to allot even 
a single railway project to the country’s young-
est State, he said, adding there was no mention of 
Bayyaram steel plant in the budget speech of Union 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley.

‘Excellent job of 
managing expectations’

Hyderabad, Feb.1 (NSS): Ashish Puravankara, 
Managing Director, Puravankara Ltd today wel-
comed the Union Budget. He said, “True to its ex-
pectations, Budget 2017 has spelt out roadmaps 
and allocations across various initiatives of the 
Central Government and the Finance Minister 
has done an excellent job of managing the expec-
tations. “Largely, we were anticipating encourag-
ing announcements for the industry .

To Advertise in 

INDIAN HORIZON
English Daily

at concessional rates. 
Pleasing display, 

Wider reach
Please contact:

040-66616611, 66839818,
or Email: Indian1horizon@gmail.com,  
feedbackhorizon@gmail.com,

ADVERTISEMENTS INVITED

Telangana terms union 
budget disappointing

Hyderabad, Feb 1 (IANS) 
Telangana on Wednesday 
termed the union bud-
get as disappointing, say-
ing it offers nothing for the 
country's youngest state. 
The ruling Telangana Rash-
tra Samithi (TRS) said that 
there is nothing for the state in the budget presented 
by Finance Minister Arun Jaitley on Wednesday. TRS 
MP K. Kavitha noted that Jaitely in his budget speech 
announced All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AI-
IMS) for Jharkhand and Gujarat but there was no such 
announcement for Telangana. Kavitha, who is daugh-
ter of Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao, said she 
would make a detailed comment after going through 
the budget documents. She welcomed tax cut for small 
and medium companies, saying this will generate em-
ployment. The Lok Sabha member from Nizamabad 
also hailed the relief in personal income tax. TRS MP 
K. Kavitha noted that Jaitely in his budget speech an-
nounced All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AI-
IMS) for Jharkhand and Gujarat but there was no such 
announcement for Telangana. The TRS leader, howev-
er, said the budget should have focused more on farm-
ers. Another TRS MP Konda Vishweshwar Reddy found 
fault with the Centre's move to merge railway budget.

Hyderabad, Feb.1 (NSS): 
Reacting on the Union 
Budget presented in the 
Lok Sabha on Wednesday, 
Shishir Baijal, Chairman 
& Managing Director, 
Knight Frank India, de-
scribed the budget as one 
of the path breaking with 
far-reaching changes, es-
pecially for the real estate 
sector. In a statement to-
day, Shishir Baijal stated, 
“It is positive that the real 
estate sector has come in 
the central spectrum of 
the Union Budget. This 
has come at a time when 

the beleaguered sector has 
been looking at measures 
to boost the sentiments. 
The real estate sector, 
which was the hardest hit 
by demonetisation move, 
will be one of the major 
beneficiaries of this bud-
get. Prudence in fiscal 
discipline is welcome and 
will encourage RBI to look 
at a lower interest rate re-
gime that will provide the 
much needed fillip to this 
stressed sector”.

He further stated in-
crease in allocation of 
funds under PMAY (Prad-

han Mantri Awas Yojana) 
shows the focus of gov-
ernment towards making 
Housing For All a reality 
by 2020. Providing infra-
structure status to Af-
fordable Housing, a long 
standing demand of the 
real estate industry will 
not only bring the cost of 
financing down, but will 
also open up additional 
avenues for developers to 
raise funds. The move to 
reduce the tenure of the 
Long Term Capital Gain 
tax from three to two years 
is welcome and will help 

Hyderabad, Feb.1 
(NSS): The State Govern-
ment has taken a deci-
sion to speed up works of 
Warangal city Outer Ring 
Road for which stone will 
be laid on June 2. A notifi-
cation to this effect will be 
released on March 4, Dep-
uty Chief Minister Kadiam 
Srihari and Municipal Ad-
ministration Minister K T 
Rama Rao said today.

At a review meeting at 
Secretariat here today, 
the ministers said Wa-
rangal will be developed 
on par with other cities. 
They expressed displea-
sure at one year delay in 
the works and directed 
the officials concerned to 
speed up the same. They 
also said Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhar Rao was 
keen on completing the 
ORR works enabling the 

people to get better road 
connectivity and infra-
structure facilities. They 
directed the officials con-
cerned to prepare a mas-
ter plan for the project by 
2018. The officials were 
instructed to prepare de-
tailed project report and 
ensure that the 72km 
stretch road will have 
all facilities. It was also 
decided to take steps to 
speed up land acquisition 
works involving MLAs and 
officials. They said the ex-
ercise related to notifica-
tion should be completed 
by this month end and 
that of master plan by De-
cember. A master plan is 
to be prepared keeping in 
view future needs like ra-
dial roads, underground 
drainage, split roads, in-
dustrial area, IT Corridor, 
entertainment centers, 

safety zones and others. 
The plan will ensure a rest 
room at each 20 km, land 
acquisition at point of in-
terchange, they said.

The local legislators 
should shoulder the re-
sponsibility of land acqui-
sition to avoid problems, 
they said. To monitor the 
project and to speed up the 
works a monthly meeting 
by officials should be held 
in Warangal city involving 
Roads & Buildings, Munici-
pal Administration Depart-
ment Principal Secretary 
Navin Mittal, Commission-
ers and people’s represen-
tatives. Another meeting 
will be conducted to review 
the same at Warangal on 
March 4. The government 
was committed to develop 
other cities on par with Hy-
derabad and other modern 
cities, they said.

Hyderabad, Feb.1 (NSS): The 
GHMC has organized ‘Divorce to 
Wet-Dry Day’ as part of awareness 
program on separation of wet and 
dry garbage.

GHMC Mayor Bonthu Ram-
mohan and Commissioner Dr B 
Janardhan Reddy,  Deputy Mayor 
Baba Fasiuddin and several cor-
porators participated in the pro-
gram. Rammohan participated in 
Swatch Sarvekshan and aware-
ness program on separation of 
wet and dry dust program at 
Balanagar, Firozguda, Vaninagar 
and other places. The Mayor also 
made a surprise visit to Secunder-
abad Railway Station and checked 
sanitary activities in the area. He 
also conducted a review meeting 
with Railway Station officials on 
sanitary activities. GHMC Com-

missioner Dr Janardhan Reddy 
visited several colonies in Quth-
bullapur circle. He visited Fero-
zguda, Quthbullapur Meenakshi 
Colony, Srini Enclave and held 
discussions with the representa-
tives of the local residents wel-
fare association. He examined 
the paintings on walls on Swatch 
Sarvekshan. Later, Dr Janardhan 
Reddy inspected the Rs 5 a meal 
center at Suraram and had lunch 
there. Speaking on the occasion, 
the commissioner directed the of-
ficials to gift uniforms to auto driv-
ers, who separate wet and dry dust 
100 percent.

The programs to be taken up 
in the month are: February 1 
(Divorce to dry-wet), February 2 
(source collectors day), February 3 
(housewives/maid servants day), 

February 4 (RWAs/ colonies), 
February 5 (slum communities), 
February 6 (students), Febru-
ary 7 (morning walkers), Febru-
ary 8 (business establishments), 
February 9 (parks), February 10 
(markets), February 11 (theatres), 
February 12 (hotels), February 
13 (petrol bunks), February 14 
(bus stands), February 15 (Rail-
way stations), February 16 (street 
vendors) , February 17 (children), 
February 18 (transfer stations), 
February 19 (sports grounds), 
February 20 (lakes/ tanks/nalas), 
February 21 (senior citizens), 
February 22 (malls), February 23 
(hospitals), February 24 (public 
toilets), February 25 (religious 
places), February 26 (Swachh of-
fices day), February 27 (celebrities 
day), February 28 (public repre-

Hyderabad, Feb.1 (NSS): 
Dilip Oommen, Essar Steel; 
Lalit Gupta, Essar Oil; Rajeev 
Agarwal, Essar Ports, Deepak 
Arora, CEO Essar Foundation 
on Wednesday said the Union 
budget presented by Union 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 
today clearly reflects the pres-
ent government’s thinking of 
improving the living condi-
tions of the masses and focus 
on creation of infrastructure 
for long-term growth. “The 
digitization of economy will 
certainly improve tax compli-
ances leading to growth in tax 
revenue”, they added. 

“The reduction in LNG duty 

is welcome as it will reduce the 
cost of energy in the system. The 
idea of integrated oil major as 
originally floated by UPA gov-
ernment, which was not found 
viable, is now being reconsid-
ered by the present govern-
ment”, they said. On personal 
IT side, they welcomed the gov-
ernment’s acknowledgement of 
the contribution by the salaried 
class. They wished there could 
have been some reflection of 
this acknowledgement by re-
ducing tax rates of higher tax 
payers of salaried class. Larger 
period of 15 years for setting off 
MAT payments is a good move, 
they added. 

Vijayawada, Feb 1 (IANS) The an-
nouncement by Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitely to exempt from capi-
tal gain tax people who gave their 
land for construction of Andhra 
Pradesh's new capital Amaravati 
has met a key demand of the state.

"The new capital for Andhra 
Pradesh is being constructed by in-
novative land-pooling mechanism 
without use of the Land Acquisi-
tion Act. I propose to exempt from 
capital gain tax, persons holding 
land on 2.6.2014, the date on which 
the State of Andhra Pradesh was 
reorganised, and whose land is 
being pooled for creation of capi-
tal city under the Government 
scheme," Jaitley said in his speech 
on Wednesday.

The ruling Telugu Desam Party 
(TDP), an ally of the BJP-led Na-
tional Democratic Alliance gov-
ernment at the Centre, has hailed 

the exemption. Union Minister of 
State for Science and Technology 
Y.S. Chowdary thanked Jaitley for 
the announcement in a tweet on 
behalf of farmers. According to the 

state government, farmers have 
voluntarily come forward to give 
35,000 acres of land worth about Rs 
40,000 crore under the Land Pool-
ing Scheme (LPS) for the upcoming 
state capital. Under LPS, the largest 
exercise of its scale in the country, 
24,000 farmers have given their 
lands. The authorities have almost 
completed the process of hand-
ing over developed residential and 
commercial plots to farmers in re-
turn for their lands. For every acre 
of irrigated land, the farmers have 
been given a 1,000 sq yard residen-
tial and a 450 sq yard commercial 
plot, while every acre of dry land, it 
is a 1,000 sq yard residential and a 
250 sq yard commercial plot.

Capital gains tax exemption is 
expected to benefit the farmers to 
the tune of around Rs 10 lakh to Rs 
30 lakh, depending on the value of 
their plots. 

Union Budget is path-breaking, 
pro-real estate sector:  Shishir Baijal

Stone to be laid for 
Warangal ORR on June 2

GHMC launches ‘Divorce to Wet-Dry Day’ program Essar chiefs hail 
Union budget

Jaitley meets Andhra's demand 
for capital gain tax exemption

Dy. CM Kadiyam Srihari and MA & UD Minister KTR TRS reviewed various 
development works being undertaken at Warangal city.

Hyderabad, Feb.1 (NSS): 
Terming the Union budget 
as anti-farmer, TPCC Chief 
N Uttam Kumar Reddy al-
leged that the Union Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jait-
ley rendered injustice to 
the Telangana State in his 
2017 budget introduced 
today.

In a pressnote issued 
here after the introduction 
of the Union budget, Ut-
tam said there was nothing 
new in the budget even as 
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment chanted that it would 
unearth black money and 
curb corruption with the 
demonetization of big cur-
rency notes. “The budget is 
nothing but magic of num-
bers”, he observed. He said 
the Union government has 
allocated Rs 10 lakh crore 
for the agriculture sector 
which is of no use to the 

farmers. “The banks were 
imposing several condi-
tions in lending loans to 
the farmers. Though the 
Centre made tall claims, it 
failed to announce support 
price to farmers’ produce. 
There was no use in giv-
ing crop loans to farmers 
without strengthening the 
market and not instill-
ing confidence among 
the farmers with regard to 
prices to their produce”, 
he said, adding that Jaitly’s 
budget did severe injustice 
to the Telangana State. 
The Centre also failed to 
include a single assurance 
given to Telangana State 
during the bifurcation of 
undivided State.

The Congress leader also 
lamented that the Centre 
allotted AIMS to Guja-
rat instead of giving it to 
Telangana State as prom-

ised in the past and was 
causing gross injustice to 
the newly-formed Telan-
gana State in every bud-
get. He blamed the TRS 
MPs for miserably failing 
to pressurize the Centre to 
fulfill even a single assur-
ance made to Telangana 
State in the Reorganization 
of Andhra Pradesh State.

The employees are also 
not happy with the budget 
as it only increased tax ex-
emption limit from Rs 2.5 
lakh to Rs 3 lakh, he s aid, 
adding that the budget was 
totally anti-people and an-
ti-farmer.

Uttam dubs Union budget as 
anti-farmer, anti-people
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33 students of 
TSWREIS make history!

Hyderabad, Feb.1 (NSS): Twenty-eight students 
of Telangana Social Welfare and five of Tribal Wel-
fare Residential Schools have made it to the pres-
tigious Azim Premji University, Bengaluru, stated 
Dr R S Praveen Kumar, secretary of Telangana So-
cial Welfare Residential Educational Institutions 
Society here. Speaking to mediapersons here on 
Wednesday, the TSWREIS secretary stated the 
astounding success of the TSWREIS and its stu-
dents offer a fascinating account of students’ will 
and determination to excel in various spheres of 
life. It is an extraordinary feat that the students 
secured 33 seats through open competition in 
the national level entrance exam for undergrad-
uate program proving the fact that there are no 
heights that cannot be scaled if one has the will 
power. Dr Praveen Kumar said, “Never before we 
got these many seats and it is a golden moment 
in the history of residential societies. The entire 
credit goes to all teachers and students for their 
tremendous hard work and commitment. Op-
portunity is the difference between success and 
failure. We are on a mission to pull the students 
out of the abject poverty thereby helping them to 
reach great heights in life, he said.  The Secretary 
also thanked Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao 
and Minister for Scheduled Caste Development G. 
Jagadish Reddy for their unstinted support to the 
educational advancement of the deprived chil-
dren under the KG-PG Mission.

JP welcomes Union 
Budget proposals

Hyderabad, Feb.1 (NSS): Reacting on the 
Union budget,  Loksatta founder-president Dr 
Jayaprakash Narayan has welcomed the Cen-
tre’s attention on infrastructure, focus on ru-
ral sector, fiscal  discipline, Corp tax reduction 
and MSME and IT relief at low end are welcome 
steps. However, there was no mention of real ef-
forts for eradication corruption and digitization 
is a good step but it is not a panacea, Jayaprakash 
remarked. “The Union Government seems un-
willing to deal with NPAs, poor balance sheets of 
corporates and lower private investments”, Lok-
satta president said, adding that the main reason 
for political corruption was buying of votes. The 
real challenge is vote-buying, not party accounts, 
he said and stressed the need for systematic re-
forms, he added.

OU Alumni assn 
donates Rs 25 lakh for 

OU centenary fete
Hyderabad, Feb.1 (NSS): Osmania University 

Alumni Association has donated Rs 25 lakh to the 
University on the occasion of its centenary cel-
ebrations. A cheque has been presented to OU 
Vice-Chancellor Prof. S. Ramachandram.  The OU 
centenary celebrations Alumni Committee met to-
day and discussed various activities and programs 
to be conducted during the celebrations. The VC 
thanked the Alumni Committee for evincing keen 
interest in the upcoming centenary celebrations 
and supporting the University wholeheartedly.

Hyderabad, Feb.1 (NSS): Telan-
gana TDP politburo member Ra-
vula Chandrasekhar Reddy today 
welcomed the Union budget saying 
that for the first time the Railway 
budget was introduced along with 
general budget.

“It was a welcome step that Rs 
48,000 crore has been allotted for 
Employment Guarantee Scheme. 
He also appreciated the efforts of 
Unio Finance Minister focusing on 
Railway safety and security. It was 
good decision to allot Rs one lakh 
crore as corpus fund for safety of 
passengers, he said.

Quoting various schemes in Cen-
tral budget, Ravula said there will 
be good results if the State gov-

ernment allotted matching funds 
for Central government schemes 
which would be implemented in 
the States concerned. However, the 
TTDP leader slammed the Telanga-
na government for neglecting Prad-
hani Fasal Bhima scheme.

The farmers did not get benefits 
as the State government failed to 
release matching funds. Instead it 
diverted Rs 790 crore released by 
the Centre to give subsidy to farm-
ers, he alleged. He also said though 
the Centre sanctioned one lakh 
houses in the State, not a single 
house was grounded by the State 
government. It was Centre’s aim to 
provide houses for all by 2020, he 
added. 

Hyderabad, Feb.1 (NSS): Fi-
nally decks are cleared to sort 
out amicably the issues of two 
Telugu States with Governor 
ESL Narsimhan holding a key 
meeting at Raj Bhavan here 
on Wednesday. The Governor 
has advised to avoid moving 
court as that will further delay 
the process to find solutions 
to the existing common prob-
lems. Issues to be discussed 
are river water sharing, con-
struction of projects, power, 
bifurcation of assets as per schedule 
9 and 10 of AP Bifurcation Act and 
others. Narasimhan asked to hold 
another meeting at the same venue 
on February 9 to find amicable solu-
tions followed by a few more meet-
ings including one in Vijayawada. 
Both Telangana and Andhra Pradesh 
have agreed upon for holding fre-
quent meetings to find solution to 
the problems cropped out of bifur-
cation. The meeting attended from 
Telangana including Irrigation Min-
ister T Harish Rao, Power Minister 
G Jagadish Reddy and government 
Advisor Vivek. From Andhra Pradesh 
Finance Minister Y Ramakrishnudu, 
Labour Minister K Atchan Naidu and 
chief whip K Srinivasulu.: Finally 
decks are cleared to sort out amica-

bly the issues of two Telugu States 
with Governor ESL Narsimhan hold-
ing a key meeting at Raj Bhavan here 
on Wednesday. Later, Harish Rao 
told media persons that both states 
have agreed to discuss and find mu-
tual solution for the issues. 

We hope that next few meetings 
will sort out the issues as the AP 
Government is keen to address the 
common problems he said. Ramak-
rishnudu also agreed to discuss in a 
conducive atmosphere to find solu-
tions to prove handy. It is likely that 
a meeting will be held at Vijayawada 
he said. Issues to be discussed are 
river water sharing, construction of 
projects, power, bifurcation of assets 
as per schedule 9 and 10 of AP Bifur-
cation Act and others.

Hyderabad, Feb.1 (NSS): Nerlekanti Sri-
kanth, Hyderabad Council Secretary, All 
India Youth Federation (AIYF) has criti-
cized the Telangana State Government 
for welcoming the bus which made a tour 
demanding proper implementation of the 
rights in education, health and employ-
ment by the two student organizations 
AISF and AIYF here on Wednesday. Ram-
ulu Yadav and  Anil Kumar told mediaper-
sons that in spite of forming a new State on 
demanding their fair share on water, funds 

and jobs, the government failed to fulfill its 
promises to the people. The much trum-
peted KG-to-PG scheme, which was a poll 
promise made by TRS supremo K Chan-
drasekhar Rao remained on paper only. 
Much to people’s chagrin, the government 
was laying the stones . to corporatization 
of the education. They also demanded 
that the government pay unemployment 
allowance of Rs 5,000 to jobless youth. He 
also demanded that the government take 
stringent action.

Hyderabad, Feb.1 (NSS): T.S. Appa Rao, 
IAS (Retd), joined today as Secretary-General 
for The Federation of Telangana and Andhra 
Pradesh Chambers of Commerce and Indus-
try (FTAPCCI). He retired as Principal Secre-
tary & CIP, Industries & Commerce Depart-
ment, Government of Andhra Pradesh. He 
also worked with various capacities in the 
State Government.

Appa Rao worked in Industries department 
as Commissioner and Principal Secretary, 
Principal Secretary of Finance Department 
looking after expenditure and resource mo-
bilization and as Commissioner of Excise & 
Prohibition and Commercial Taxes and as 
Principal Secretary of Municipal Administra-
tion Department. Also worked as the Man-
aging Director of The Andhra Pradesh State 

Co-Operative Bank, Hyderabad. He was 
chairman of Andhra Pradesh State Finance 
Corporation for four years from 2012 to 2016 
during this period, the Corporation Was Run 
on Profitable Lines with Harmonious Indus-
trial Relations. His major achievements, such 
as Legislation for Single Window Clearances 
for Industrial Approvals and incentives, Suc-
cessful implementation of Value Added Tax 
regime and achieving more than 25% growth 
in the revenues of the State, Making the State 
Cooperative Bank highly profitable by in-
creasing profit from Rs. 30 Crores to Rs. 300 
Crores in a span of 3 years and Completing 
successful bidding process for the Hyder-
abad Metro Rail and signing the agreement 
with the L&T which was selected as the im-
plementing agency.

MPs meet Jaitley 
for AIIMS funding

Hyderabad, Feb.1 (NSS): TRS MP Jithender 
Reddy today said that they have met Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley and urged upon to allo-
cate funds for AIIMS in Telangana state. Talk-
ing to reporters at Parliament Bhavan after 
Jaitley presenting Union Budget of Rs 21.47 
lakh cr for 2017-18 fiscal, Jithender Reddy 
opined that the budget presented is good and 
innovative. A delegation of TRS MPs met Jait-
ley earlier. We hope that the states will tread 

on right path of growth trajectory as the Cen-
tre gives funds to departments he said.

The Centre announced to set up AIIMS in 
two Telugu States and the meeting assumes 
significance. The states will now have to get 
funds from the respective Central depart-
ments and pending projects will take speed 
he said. Jatiley assured of timely allocation 
of funds to Telangana AIIMS as he presented 
the budget in an innovative manner. How-
ever, MP Kavitha expressed discontent as 
the finance minister did not talk on the issue 
during the session.

Ravula welcomes Union Budget

Hyderabad, Feb.1 (NSS): A 
delegation led by Press Acad-
emy Chairman Allam Narayana, 
Telangana Working Journalists 
Federation (TWJF) and other 
journalists today called on IT 
Minister K T Rama Rao, Trans-
port Minister, P Mahender Red-
dy and Information Commis-
sioner Navin Mittal and sought 
immediate solution to their 
pending problems.

 The delegation sought im-
mediate release of accreditation 
cards, health cards, AC bus pass 
facility to all Journalists (State and 
District), house sites and other 
benefits. The meeting assumes 
significance as the previous meet-
ing with officials failed to offer ac-
creditation cards to genuine Jour-
nalists by first week of January 
though it is February. The officials 
are yet to respond on the pleas of 
the scribes seeking accreditation 
cards as per norms.

TWJF General Secretary B Ba-
savapunnaiah informed to the 

minister that the journalists are 
facing problems for about three 
years. Punnaiah asked to repeal 
GO 239 for denying the accredi-
tation cards in the name of clas-

sification of newspapers as big, 
medium and small and news 
channels of lower strata. The de-
mands include issue of AC bus 
passes to I& PR (State), District 

journalists and also the health 
cards irrespective of the accredi-
tation cards as Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhar Rao promised, 
allot 300 sq yd land for each 

scribe in old method, wage 
board implementation for better 
salaries, pressure on manage-
ments to provide special facili-
ties to the women scribes. KTR is 
learnt to have sort out the issue 
at the earliest and ensure that all 
the journalists get accreditation 
cards, health cards and other is-
sues. He directed Navin Mittal 
to take immediate steps on the 
issue, a note said. Since most of 
the reporters at cities, towns and 
villages get meager salaries it is 
time to impress upon the man-
agements to implement wage 
board besides providing special 
facilities for women scribes. 
Those who met the minister 
were Kranthi, Koti Reddy, Palle 
Ravi, Virahat Ali and others. KTR 
is learnt to have sort out the issue 
at the earliest and ensure that all 
the journalists get accreditation 
cards, health cards and other is-
sues. He directed Navin Mittal to 
take immediate steps on the is-
sue, a note said.

Harish, Yanamala vow to 
find amicable solution

TS Appa Rao takes charge 
as FTAPCCI secy-general

The Municipal Administration and Urban Development Minister K T Rama Rao 
on Tuesday launched the biometric attendance system for the sanitary workers 

of Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation.

Journalists meet KTR for Accreditation, Health cards

AIYF slams govt for 
welcoming rival units

DRI seize Saudi riyal worth Rs 45.69 lakhs from 2 Dubai bound passengers 
at Kozhikode Airport,currency concealed in a bunch of bananas.
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Chennai, Feb 1 (IANS) In a major 
relief to the tax-burdened middle-
class people, Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley on Wednesday proposed 
to halve the income tax to five per 
cent for those earning between Rs 
250,000 and Rs 500,000 per annum. 
Presenting the 2017-18 Budget in the 
Lok Sabha, Jaitley said he proposes 
to halve the income tax for persons 
earning between Rs 2.5 lakh-Rs 5 
lakh from the current 10 per cent.  
“This will reduce the tax liability of 
all persons with incomes below Rs 
500,000 either to zero (with rebate) 
or 50 per cent of their existing liabil-
ity,” Jaitley said.  The existing benefit 
of rebate available to the same group 
of beneficiaries is being reduced to 
Rs 2,500 that is available only to as-
sessees up to an annual income of Rs 
350,000.  According to him, the com-

bined effect is that there will be nil 
tax liability for people with incomes 
of up to Rs 300,000 per annum.  The 
tax liability will only be Rs 2,500 for 
people with incomes between Rs 
300,000 and Rs 350,000.  If the limit of 
Rs 150,000 under Section 80C for in-
vestment is used fully, the tax would 
be zero for people with incomes of 
Rs 450,000.  While the tax liability 
of people with incomes of up to Rs 
500,000 is being reduced to half, all 
other categories of taxpayers in the 
subsequent slabs will also get a uni-
form benefit of Rs 12,500 per person.  
“The total amount of tax foregone on 
account of this measure is Rs 15,500 
crore,” Jaitley said.  In an effort to 
somewhat make good the loss of rev-
enue, Jaitley proposes to levy a sur-
charge of 10 per cent of tax payable 
on individuals whose annual taxable 

income is between Rs 50 lakh and 
Rs 1 crore.  The surcharge will gen-
erate additional revenue of Rs 2,500 
crore.  The existing surcharge of 15 
per cent of the tax on people earn-
ing more than Rs 1 crore will con-
tinue.  For those with incomes of up 
to Rs 500,000 -- other than business 
income -- Jaitley said a single-page 
income tax return form will be intro-
duced.  “It is a populist budget for the 
middle class. The budget proposes to 
give relief to the middle class while 
taxing the super-rich,” Neha Mal-
hotra, Executive Director, Nangia 
& Co., an international tax advisory 
and accounting firm, told IANS.  “It 
was a legitimate expectation post-
demonetisation that the personal 
income tax rate will be reduced to 
soften the tax hit on the pockets of 
the individuals,” she added.

Chennai, Feb 1 (IANS) Actress 
Hansika Motwani, who is content 
doing commercial projects across 
southern industries for now, feels 
she needs to be more mature and 
experienced to do women-centric 
films. “I’m happy with my commer-
cial heroine tag. In Tamil filmdom, 
I’m just five years old and I feel I 
need more experience and maturity 
to pull of women-centric scripts. 
When the time is right, I will do 
female-centric films,” Hansika told 
IANS.  Her forthcoming release is 
Tamil actioner “Bogan”, which hits 
the screens on Thursday.  Directed 
by Lakshman, the film also stars Ar-

vind Swami in a pivotal role.  Talk-
ing about her role in the movie, she 
said: “I play the hero’s driving force 
and the story revolves around my 
character. It’s a unique love story 
and everyone can easily relate to my 
character.”  Being paired with Jay-
am Ravi for the third time, Hansika 
said it was like a reunion of sorts.  
“It’s my third film with Ravi, second 
with director Lakshman and fourth 
with cinematographer Soundara-
jan. We had so much fun shooting 
every single day and there was never 
a dull moment. It really felt special 
to work with all of them again. It was 
a wonderful reunion,” she said.

Ashok Leyland closes 
January with higher 

sales
Chennai, Feb 1 (IANS) Commercial vehicle major Ashok Ley-

land Ltd on Wednesday said it closed last month selling 14,872 
units.  In a statement issued here, the company said it sold 14,872 
units in January 2017 -- up from 13,886 units sold in the corre-
sponding month of 2016.  The company logged sales growth in 
medium and heavy commercial vehicle segments and also in light 
commercial vehicles segment.

Nissan sells 4,346 
cars in January

Chennai, Feb 1 (IANS) Car maker Nissan Motor India Pvt 
Ltd on Wednesday said it sold 4,346 units last month.  In a 
statement, the company said it sold 4,346 units in the Indi-
an market last month -- up from 2,668 units sold the same 
month a year ago.  The company’s two brands - Nissan 
and Datsun - together recorded 63 percent year-on-year 
growth.  “We have started the New Year on a positive note. 
Despite the challenging market conditions, we have seen 
a substantial year-on-year growth in January which sig-
nifies strong customers’ response and trust in the Nissan 
and Datsun brands,” Arun Malhotra, Managing Director, 
Nissan Motor India, was quoted as saying.  Reacting to the 
Union Budget presented in the Lok Sabha on Wednesday, 
Guillaume Sicard, President Nissan India Operations, said 
the income tax rate cut by five per cent to five per cent for 
individual tax payers earning under Rs.500,000 will create 
positive sentiment among first-time small-car buyers.

.

Month-long US 
schedule for 

Nani’s next
Chennai, Feb 1 (IANS) Actor Nani and the crew of his 

next yet-untitled Telugu project left for the US on Wednes-
day for a month-long schedule, a source in the know said.  
“The team left for the US in the early hours of Wednesday. 
This schedule will go on till March 2, and nearly 30 to 40 
percent of the film will be shot there,” the source, from the 
film’s unit, told IANS.  Being directed by Nirvana Siva, the 
film also stars Nivetha Thomas and Aadi Pinisetty.  An ex-
cited Nani wrote on his Twitter page on Wednesday: “Off to 
US. Shoot of my next begins on February 2.”  On Thursday, 
in San Francisco, Nani will attend the special premiere of 
his Telugu film “Nenu Local”, which is slated for theatrical 
release in India on Friday.

Vijay to romance 
three heroines in 

his next film
Chennai, Feb 1 (IANS) Tamil superstar Vijay will romance 

Jyothika, Kajal Aggarwal and Samantha Ruth Prabhu in his 
next yet-untitled Tamil movie, which went on floors here on 
Wednesday.  In an official statement, the makers confirmed 
that Jyothika, Kajal and Samantha are the heroines of the 
film.  Interestingly, Jyothika and Vijay are teaming up after a 
decade. Their last on-screen appearance together was in 2003 
Tamil actioner “Thirumalai”.  To be helmed by Atlee, the proj-
ect marks the director’s reunion with Vijay after last year’s 
blockbuster “Theri”.  The film will be shot in Chennai, Punjab, 
US and across some exotic locations in Europe, the statement 
read further.  Oscar winning composer A.R. Rahman has been 
brought on board to work on the music for the movie, which 
is being bankrolled by Sri Thenandal Films.

.

Kerala: After facing 
rejection, jilted lover 

sets himself, girl on fire
Kottayam: Feb 1 In a shocking incident, a girl studying in a 

medical institution near Kottayam on Wednesday suffered se-
rious burn injuries after a youth set her and himself on fire for 
allegedly spurning his love. Adarsh, a native of Neendakara in 
Kollam, set himself ablaze while hugging the girl allegedly after 
chasing with a can of petrol, police said.  The girl is a fourth year 
physiotherapy student at Mahatma Gandhi University’s School 
of Medical Education (SME). She was admitted at the Govern-
ment Medical College Hospital with 60 per cent burn injuries.  
Adarsh, a former student of the SME’s Arpookara campus, is 
also admitted at the same hospital with 75 per cent burn in-
juries.  Two other students of the institute, have suffered mi-
nor burn injuries following their efforts to save the girl and the 
youth from the fire, police said.   supplementary examination 
for his failed subject.  Adarsh, who had professed his love for the 
girl, went to her classroom at 11 am and requested her to come 
out for a chat. But the girl allegedly turned down his request.

Chennai, Feb 1 (IANS) 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
O.Panneerselvam commend-
ed Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley for the balancing act with 
the Union Budget 2017-18 
on Wednesday but urged the 
central government not to im-
pose national level testing on 
Tamil Nadu. Reacting to the 
budget proposals Panneer-
selvam expressed serious con-
cern over the National Testing 
Agency conducting nation-
wide entrance examinations.  
He said Tamil Nadu is against 
common entrance exams like 
the National Eligibility and 
Entrance Test (NEET) for 
medical college admissions.  
“I urge the Government of 
India to ensure that national 
level testing is not imposed 
or forced in states like Tamil 
Nadu which already have a 
transparent, fair and robust 
system of admission based 
on a school leaving examina-
tion which is conducted with 

unimpeached integrity,” Pan-
neerselvam said.  Panneer-
selvam welcomed the budget 
proposals pertaining to agri-
culture, increased allocation 
for social welfare schemes, 
affordable housing and oth-
ers.  “The taxation measures 
on the personal income tax 
side, however, fall short of 

the expectations of the sala-
ried middle classes,” he said.  
He said the budget does a dif-
ficult balancing act given the 
constraints under which the 
Finance Minister was oper-
ating.  “But the people of the 
state of Tamil Nadu had still 
higher expectations,” Pan-
neerselvam said.

Chennai, Feb 1 (IANS) 
Indian auto-component 
group Sona will exit Sona 
Koyo Steering Systems Ltd 
(SKSSL) by selling its stake 
to JTEKT Corp Japan, the 
group said on Wednesday. 
In a statement, the group 
said that Sona Autocomp 
Holding Ltd, led by Sunjay J. 
Kapur, had entered into an 
agreement with JTEKT Corp 
to sell its entire holding in 
SKSSL for Rs 419.28 crore at 
Rs 84 per share.  Sona Auto-
comp holds 25.12 per cent 
stake in SKSSL while JTEKT 
Corp holds 20.10 per cent.  
The JTEKT Corp has also 

issued an open offer to ac-
quire the 26 per cent stake 
held by public.  On comple-
tion of all the transactions-
acquisition of stakes from 
Sona Autocomp and the 
public in full, JTEKT Corp 
holding in SKSSL will go up 
to 71.22 per cent.  The SKSSL 
makes steering systems for 
passenger cars and utility 
vehicles in India.  The trans-
action is subject to regulato-
ry clearances by the Compe-
tition Commission of India 
and certain other conditions 
mentioned in the agree-
ment, the statement added 
without specifying the other 
conditions. 

Subject to receipt of ap-
provals and completion of 
conditions mentioned in the 
agreement, the transaction 
is expected to close by the 
first quarter of financial year 
2017-18.

T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m , 
Feb 1 (IANS) Senior Kerala 
MP E. Ahamed, who died on 
Wednesday, was a rare In-
dian politician who enjoyed 
wide personal contacts in the 
Middle East and used them 
well when he was a central 
minister.  The Indian Union 
Muslim League (IUML) leader 
was also a respected parlia-
mentarian and played a major 
role in building his party’s ties 
with the Congress in Kerala.  
Ahamed, a former Minister 
of State for External Affairs, 
collapsed in Parliament on 
Tuesday after a heart attack. 
He was declared dead on 
Wednesday.   He is survived by 
a daughter and two sons. His 
wife died in a car accident in 
1999.  And unknown to many, 
the soft-spoken Ahamed 
played a role in improving In-

dia’s ties with the Arab world.  
The 78-year-old was regu-
larly elected to the Lok Sabha 
since 1991. The IUML is the 
second biggest group in the 
Congress-led United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF) in Kerala.  
A law graduate, Ahamed, who 
entered politics as a student, 
was first elected to the Kerala 
assembly in 1967 and had an 
uninterrupted stint till 1991 
when he contested a Lok Sab-
ha seat.  He became the na-
tional President of the IUML 
on account of his vast experi-
ence in Delhi politics.  It was 
during his stint as Industries 

Minister from 1982 to 1987 
that Kerala saw the first signs 
of a boost on the industrial 
front.  He was instrumental in 
tapping the resources of the 
cash-rich non-resident Keral-
ites. Today, deposits by non-
resident Keralites in banks 
are estimated at Rs 1.30 lakh 
crore.  Ahamed led Indian del-
egations to the UN 10 times 
-- from 1991 to 2014.  He was 
the only UDF candidate to 
be elected to the Lok Sabha 
in 2004, all the other 19 seats 
going to the Left Democratic 
Front. In July that year, Aha-
med made a dramatic televi-

sion appearance in Arabic 
following the kidnapping of 
three Indians in Iraq.   The ap-
peal was broadcast over Iraqi, 
Kuwaiti and Omani channels 
and led to the eventual release 
of the hostages.  Ahamed also 
played a role in securing the 
release of the passengers of an 
Indian Airlines plane hijacked 
on a flight from Kathmandu to 
New Delhi.  A close aide told 
IANS that Ahamed’s close-
ness with top leaders in Saudi 
Arabia turned out to be useful 
for New Delhi.  “Ahamed was 
close to (then) Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee too,” said 

a source.   Former diplomat 
T.P. Sreenivasan told IANS 
that Ahamed was one politi-
cian who had excellent con-
tacts with numerous top lead-
ers in the Middle East.  Soon 
after his 2004 victory, Ahamed 
became the first IUML leader 
to be appointed in the union 
cabinet and served a second 
stint when the UPA-II govern-
ment assumed office in 2009.

It was this long stint in the 
Lok Sabha that helped the MP 
to become a vital link between 
the IUML and the Congress 
leadership, including Sonia 
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi.

IUML leader enjoyed personal 
ties in Middle East 

India’s Sona group 
exits Sona Koyo 

Steering Systems

‘Singam’ 
franchise a 

milestone in my 
career: Suriya

Need more maturity to do women-
centric films: Hansika

Chennai, Feb 1 (IANS) Actor Suriya, who 
awaits the release of Tamil actioner “SI3”, con-
siders the “Singam” franchise a big milestone 
in his nearly two-decade long career. “When I 
look back at my career, the ‘Singam’ franchise 
as a brand stands out. It has been a milestone, 
because it helped me reach the masses. Natu-
rally, I’m very excited about the third part,” Su-
riya told IANS.  “SI3”, which is gearing up for 
release on February 9, is the third part in the 
franchise.  All the three parts have been direct-
ed by Hari. Reminiscing his journey with the 
filmmaker, Suriya said: “It has been a memo-
rable one. There’s never been a bitter moment 
in our relationship. As director and actor, we 
understand and complement each other very 
well.”  He clarified that the third part has not 
been made to cash in on the success of the first 
two ones.  “Hari and I had originally planned 
to work on another script. However, fans re-
quested we collaborate for the third part of 
‘Singam’, and we obliged. Luckily, Hari had 
another script ready and we were good to go 
right away.”  Talking about the experience of 
working with Hari, he said: “I’m still in awe of 
the pace at which he works. You feel like you’re 
always on the toes on his set. Usually, you 
shoot three or four shots in a day when you’re 
working with any director. With Hari, we could 
shoot 90 shots in a single day and without 
compromising on the output.”  Going by the 
film’s promos, “SI3” promises a lot of action. 

Middle class can breathe bit 
easy as tax rate halved

Panneerselvam commends 
Jaitley for balancing act
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HC reserves order on Zakir’s 
plea on IRF ban

New Delhi, Feb 1 (IANS) NRI televangelist Zakir Naik’s 
NGO Islamic Research Foundation (IRF) was banned as 
there was fear that youths could be “radicalised or moti-
vated” to join terror groups, the government told the Delhi 
High Court on Wednesday.

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) showed confiden-
tial documents to the court on the basis of which a deci-
sion to ban the foundation was taken.

Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva reserved judgment on a plea 
filed by Naik challenging the November 17 notification 
imposing a ban on IRF for five years under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act. 

The IRF told the court that the notification did not give 
sufficient reasons and materials for taking such a step and 
that the ban was imposed without giving any showcause 
notice.

Sonia condoles ex-minister 
Ahamed’s death

New Delhi, Feb 1 (IANS) Congress President Sonia Gan-
dhi on Wednesday condoled the death of senior Kerala 
parliamentarian E. Ahamed, describing him as a “fine hu-
man being” and a “committed democrat”.

“In his death India has lost an outstanding parliamen-
tarian. He was a committed democrat and beloved lead-
er of Kerala, whose simple life style and commitment to 
cause... was an example to an entire generation,” Gan-
dhi said.

Gandhi also conveyed her solidarity to the family and 
supporters of Ahamed “in this hour of grief”. 

Ahamed died here early on Wednesday, hours after suf-
fering a severe cardiac arrest in the Central Hall of Parlia-
ment during the President’s address to the joint sitting of 
both Houses on Tuesday.

 BJP leader hails Jaitley 
for balanced, 

progressive budget
Lucknow, Feb 1 (IANS) The BJP on Wednesday 

praised Finance Minister Arun Jaitley for presenting 
what it dubbed a “forward looking, balanced and wel-
fare budget”.

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) Vice-President Om Prakash 
Mathur, who is party incharge of Uttar Pradesh affairs, 
said the 2017-18 budget presented in the Lok Sabha on 
Wednesday was focussed on farmers, the middle class, 
poor labourers, women and youths.

The budget, he added, will boost small and medium en-
terprises. The budget, he added, will boost small and me-
dium enterprises. 

“While there is no added tax burden on the people, the 
poor have been benefited in a big way,” Mathur said.

The BJP leader said the budget proposals had something 
for everyone.

 Army chief visits Kashmir
Srinagar, Feb 1 (IANS) Army Chief General Bipin Rawat 

on Wednesday reviewed the security situation in the Kash-
mir Valley and visited the Line of Control (LoC) where he 
met field commanders.

He was accompanied by the General Officer Command-
ing of Northern Command. He “reviewed security and lo-
gistical preparedness”, an army statement said here.

The statement said the chief, who arrived here on 
Tuesday, was briefed by Corps Commander Lt. Gen 
J.S. Sandhu over the steps taken to meet the challenges 
posed by weather. 

Twenty soldiers have died in avalanches in the higher 
reaches of northern Kashmir. Twenty soldiers have died 
in avalanches in the higher reaches of northern Kashmir.

Gen Rawat laid emphasis on the need for constant 
awareness vis-a-vis the weather and taking precautions to 
avoid untoward incidents.

Punjab blast: police 
say twin IEDs at spot; 

toll rises to 5

Nitish, Lalu term budget 
‘disappointing’

Union budget a mixed bag, falls 

short of expectations: Odisha CM

Chandigarh, Feb 1 (IANS) 
Punjab Police on Wednesday 
hinted that the powerful blast in 
Maur Mandi town in Bathinda 
district on Tuesday evening 
which left five persons dead was 
due to twin high-intensity IEDs.

The death toll in the car blast 
went up to five on Wednesday 
with two more children suc-
cumbing to their injuries in a 
hospital in Ludhiana.

Two men and a child were 
killed in the explosion on Tues-
day evening just as a rally of 
Congress candidate Harminder 
Singh Jassi ended at Maur Man-
di town, 200 km from here. “The 
victims who succumbed to their 
injuries today were Japsimran 
Singh (14) and Ritamdeep (9), 
One girl, Barkha (10), died on 
Tuesday evening. Other vic-
tims included Harpal Singh and 
Ashok Kumar,” said a police of-
ficer said in Maur Mandi.

Ten other injured persons 
were under treatment in hospi-
tals in Bathinda. Police officials 
said, based on preliminary in-
vestigations, that the twin IED 

blasts took place in an aban-
doned Maruti 800 car and a 
scooter near Jassi’s rally venue.

Jassi, who is a Congress 
candidate and a relative of 
Dera Sacha Sauda sect chief 
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh, 
had passed the blast site just 
coupler of minutes before the 
explosion took place. His per-
sonal assistant, Harpal Singh, 
was among the dead.

Police and forensic experts 
found electronic circuits and 
a pressure cooker full with 
sharpnel (nails and other 
sharp metallic things) from the 
explosion site.

The car and the scooter 
were extensively damaged in 
the blast. “It has been report-
ed that there were twin ED de-
vices and that the scooter and 
car used for the attack sported 
fake numbers and even the 
numbers of their chassis and 
engine had been struck off,” 
said Punjab Deputy Chief 
Minister Sukhbir Badal, who 
also holds charge of the home 
portfolio.

Patna, Feb 1 (IANS) Bihar Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar and his ally Rash-
triya Janata Dal chief Lalu Prasad on 
Wednesday said Union Budget 2017-18 
is “disappointing” for people, particu-
larly the poor, farmers and youths.

Both the Janata Dal (United) President 
and the RJD chief pointed out that the 
central government has failed to provide 
special packages to backward states such 
as Bihar as promised by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi during the campaign for 
the state assembly polls in 2015.

“The budget has disappointed the 
people. There is nothing that could 
speed up growth and development 
in the country. It is not going to help 
the common people, farmers and the 
youths,” Kumar told the media here.

The Chief Minister said he expected 
special packages for Bihar but there was 
no such mention in the budget. “Bihar 
got nothing new in the budget.”

Kumar questioned the Centre’s si-
lence over how much black money re-
turned to the banks after demonetisa-

tion and what benefit did the November 
8 move bring to the Indian economy.

“Why has Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley in his budget speech in parliament 
not given any information about how 
much black money returned following 
demonetisatiion and the benefits of de-
monetisation.”

According to the Chief Minister, it 
was surprising that there was no spe-
cific reference to the much hyped move 
of demonetising old Rs 500 and 1,000 
notes.

Lalu said it was a ‘nirashajanak’ (dis-
appointing) budget as there was no re-
lief for the common people, who have 
been fighting for survival after demon-
etisation.

“Why has the central government 
failed to inform how much employment 
it provided to youths last year as Modi 
had promised to bring in two crore jobs 
each year.

“What about special focus to help 
farmers, who have been committing 
suicide,” Lalu asked.

Bhubaneswar, Feb 1 (IANS) Odi-
sha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik 
on Wednesday said the Union Bud-
get 2017-18 is “a mixed bag” and falls 
“short of expectations” on many issues 
as not much has been done to address 
the adverse impact of demonetisation.

“People at large took the brunt of 
impact of demonetisation and I was 
expecting something spectacular for 
the common man in the Union Budget. 
However, the Union Budget 2017-18 is 
a mixed bag and falls short of expecta-
tions on many counts.

“Specific concerns of Odisha specially 
relating to development of KBK region, 
opening of bank branches in un-banked 
Gram Panchayats and meeting the de-
velopmental aspirations of Scheduled 
Caste and Scheduled Tribe community 
have not been addressed,” he said.

Noting the scheme-related transfers 
to the States have been proposed to in-
crease at a meagre rate of 5.5 percent, 
he said that in real terms, there is no 
increase at all, while allocations for 
schemes relating to rural roads, rural 
drinking water, education, mid-day-
meal programme and urban develop-
ment are almost stagnant. Patnaik said 
that there was no growth at all in the al-

location for Special Central Assistance 
to states for the Scheduled Castes’ wel-
fare as well as social security pensions 
under the National Social Assistance 
Programme, while initiatives relat-
ing to job creation for the youth was 
an area of serious concern where ad-
equate focus is not given.

He however, welcomed the measures 
taken for the farm sector specially in 
dairy processing and infrastructure 
development fund to be set up in NAB-
ARD as well as an increased allocation 
for rural housing.

On the allocations in railway sector 
to the state, he said the budget has al-
located to the tune of Rs 5,102 crore 
against the demand of Rs 5, 870 crore 
for various Railway infrastructure proj-
ects in the state, a “meagre increase” of 
9 percent over the last year’s allocation.

Welcoming the decision of the Union 
Government to commemorate the bi-
centenary of the “Paika Bidroha” led by 
Baxi Jagabandhu, he also complement-
ed Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 
for nation-wide implementation of the 
maternity benefit scheme, a replica of 
Odisha’s “MAMTA”. Patnaik also wel-
comed the initiative to bring transpar-
ency in political funding.

New Delhi, Feb 1 (IANS) India 
and Russia discussed bilateral se-
curity and defence cooperation as 
well as plans to celebrate the 70th 
anniversary of establishment of 
diplomatic ties between them dur-
ing the two-day visit of National 
Security Advisor Ajit Doval to Rus-
sia.

Doval was on an official visit to 
Russia, on the invitation of Nikolai 
Patrushev, Secretary of the Security 
Council of Russia, from January 30-
31, an official statement said here 
on Wednesday.

The talks were part of regular 
high level consultations between 
India and Russia.

Both sides discussed issues of 
mutual bilateral, regional and glob-
al interest, with a special focus on 
security and defense cooperation 
between both sides. They noted 
with satisfaction the ongoing co-
operation between them in meet-
ing threats to their national secu-
rity, particularly those emanating 
from terrorism in their respective 
regions, and unequivocally reaf-
firmed their intention to continue 
to work together to confront these 
challenges, it said.

Doval and Patrushev noted that 
the Special and Privileged Strate-
gic Partnership between the two 
countries was a great asset for both 
the peoples, and a factor of peace 
and stability in the region and 
the world. They agreed to further 
strengthen this partnership in all 
areas.  The two sides also highly 
evaluated the plans to celebrate 

the 70th anniversary of establish-
ment of diplomatic relations be-
tween India and Russia in 2017, 
and pledged to make 2017 a spe-
cial year in the history of their 
relations. Separately, both coun-
tries held high-level consulta-
tions on counter terrorism issues 
in New Delhi on January 31. 

The Indian delegation was led by 
Preeti Saran, Secretary (East), Min-
istry of External Affairs, while the 
Russian delegation was headed by 
Oleg V. Syromolotov, Deputy For-
eign Minister.

Both sides shared views and as-
sessment on the threats posed by 
the scourge of terrorism, includ-
ing state-sponsored, cross border 
terrorism faced by India. They also 
shared concerns regarding the 
emergence of Af-Pak region as the 
epicentre of terrorism. 

They discussed successful expe-
riences in curbing terrorism and 
countering radicalisation.

Both sides agreed that the UNSC 
1267 Sanctions List processes for 
blacklisting various terrorist indi-
viduals and entities must be strin-
gently complied with. Prospects 
for deepening engagement on 
counter-terrorism under the UN, 
BRICS and SCO mechanisms were 
also emphasized, a statement said.

Both sides agreed to a joint ac-
tion plan which seeks to focus on 
enhancing capacity building, fre-
quent expert-level meetings, shar-
ing of insights, exchange of best 
practices in countering radicaliza-
tion and curbing terrorism.

Kathmandu, Feb 1 (IANS) 
The 53rd meeting of Saarc Pro-
gramming Committee began 
here on Wednesday and could 
mark revival of the regional bloc 
following postponement of the 
19th Summit that was sched-
uled in Pakistan in November 
last year after India and some 
others members expressed 
their inability to participate.

Though the two-day meet-
ing at joint secretary/director 
general level only entails dis-
cussions about the budget al-
location of five Saarc regional 
centres, some specialised 

bodies and their annual pro-
gramme, it will definitely set 
a positive tone to reduce ten-
sions between India and Paki-
stan and for resumption of the 
Saarc process, said officials.

They also expressed the 
hope that it will pave the way 
for meetings at higher levels. 

One diplomat participating 
in the meeting said that officials 
from both India and Pakistan 
were very positive, accommo-
dative and flexible on the first 
day of the meeting. After India 
announced that it was pulling 
out of the Islamabad summit 

“in the wake of the September 
18 cross-border terror attack 
on an Indian Army base in Uri 
town of Jammu and Kashmir” 
-- which New Delhi blamed on 
terrorists based in Pakistan -- 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhu-
tan followed suit, leaving the 
fate of the regional bloc hang-
ing in the balance. Pakistan, the 
host nation, then announced 
postponement of the summit, 
throwing Nepal, which is the 
current chair of Saarc, into a 
quandary. Since the postpone-
ment of the summit, member 
states had almost lost their 

communications and no meet-
ings or engagements were ei-
ther planned or convened.

Earlier, the Programming 
Committee meeting was to take 
place ahead of the 19th Saarc 
Summit, but following the post-
ponement of the summit, the 
meeting had failed to convene. 
The Programming Commit-
tee is the lowest level mech-
anism in Saarc below the 
Saarc Standing Committee, 
which is held at the Foreign 
Secretaries level, and Saarc 
Council of Ministers held at 
Foreign Ministers level.

Kolkata, Feb 1 (IANS) Call-
ing the Union Budget “con-
troversial and clueless”, West 
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Wednesday said it 
was without any roadmap for 

the country. “A controversial 
#Budget2017 which is clueless, 
useless, baseless, missionless 
and actionless. Heartless,” Ba-
nerjee said in the first of a series 
of tweets against the document 
placed in the Lok Sabha by 
Union Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley earlier in the day. Ba-
nerjee alleged that the govern-
ment has lost all credibility and 
demanded the removal of all 
restrictions imposed on bank 
withdrawals post the November 
8 demonetisation.

“No roadmap for the country 
or the future from a government 
that has lost all its credibility.”

“Taxpayers still have restric-
tions on withdrawals. Remove 
all restrictions immediately. 
And where are the figures for 
#DeMonetisation?” she asked 
in a tweet.

Banerjee said the Budget was 
full of jugglery of numbers.

“Misleading. Full of jugglery 
of numbers and hollow words 
which mean nothing,” she said 
in another tweet.

Lucknow, Feb 1 (IANS) BJP’s Lok Sab-
ha member from Mathura Hema Malini 
on Wednesday said rival parties were 
entering into opportunistic alliances 
due to fear of the growing influence of 
her Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

The Bollywood’s yesteryear actor-
turned-politician said her party will 
get majority in all five assembly polls-
bound states. “People are supporting 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his 
bold steps like demonetisation, which 

brought out the black money in a big 
way,” she said.

While the Prime Minister is taking the 
country forward and working for public 
welfare, other political parties were busy 
with politicking, she added. 

The veteran actor is likely to kick off 
the campaign for the BJP candidate from 
Baghpat in western Uttar Pradesh from 
Thursday. She was on a visit here to lay 
the foundation stone of a multi-crore 
ISKCON temple in the state capital.

India, Russia discuss de-
fence, security coopera-

tion during Doval visit

Saarc meeting begins in KathmanduBudget clueless, with no road-
map for country: Mamata

Rivals forming alliances 
due to BJP’s growing influ-

ence: Hema Malini
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India is facing a number of challenges. The foremost 
challenge is to ensure that food policies have to be cre-
atively and carefully planned to eliminate the uncon-
trollable rise of food prices and improve the fast dete-
riorating agriculture sector in the country. The village 
economy has been hit hard because of the negligence 
of both agriculture and the agriculturists. We need not 
repeat that foreign rulers made the village economy 
and its self sufficiency their first target for exploitation. 
Consequently, our villages have lost their self sufficien-
cy which has been broken down as well as their devel-
opment in production of agricultural basic commodities 
for exchange. Their self-sufficiency has been adversely 
affected. The heavy burden of loans and interest has 
made them helpless and the large number of suicides 
on record prove that whatever measures the govern-
ment has taken so far, has failed to help the agricultur-
ists and improve their conditions. 

Our industrialization has been unable to absorb the 
unemployed excess in the agriculture sector into oth-
er fields. We need not only industrialization but, also 
fully integrated industrialization. What we mean by 
integrated industrialization is that the small and plant 
making industries must be developed with coordina-
tion needed for designs. We should not introduce li-
cense system and permit it because they are the sourc-
es of corruption. It must instead be a planning decision 
taken between small and big industries to maintain a 
balance that will jointly achieve perfection and can 
maintain technological superiority. If we have a series 
of industries launched in this style, we will economise 
our investment and also efficiency in production can 
be achieved very easily and there will be no room for 
corruption as well. In the same manner, big and small 
industries must be developed by small and big entre-
preneurs together. We must use industries for our own 
production for agriculture and mining etc.    

 We would not like to further explain, how badly our 
policies have failed in reconstructing and redeveloping 
our villages in helping them to regain their self-suffi-
ciency and prosperity. Therefore, the first priority must 
be agricultural development and the reconstruction of 
villages as part of the infrastructure to make them pro-
ductive, self-sufficient and progressive. Our present in-
dustrial plants and machinery as well as technology has 
already become out of date and requires heavy invest-
ment for the replacement of industrial plants and the 
purchase of new technology that will make us competi-
tive with other countries, both in the East and the West. 
Therefore, our policies of village development and utili-
zation of natural resources for the help of agriculturists 
and village development must be totally changed with 
a new creative ideas and sources of production and suf-
ficient investment must be added to it. 

Artificial fertilizers have been misused and most of the 
foreign companies, which shifted their plants to India, 
have turned fertile land into barren lands and we have 
allowed these plants to do more damage to Indian soil, 
so we must change our policy completely.

Mr. Modi needs to introduce policies that will help to 
secure and bring new technologies, increased invest-
ment in agricultural infrastructure and make it a large 
scale business as early as possible (i.e irrigation, mar-
keting) and create an integrated agricultural market 
which at the moment are completely fragmented to the 
detriment of farmers and the general consumer. We 
have to reexamine all aspects of agriculture from land 
holding to making the units larger and more economi-
cal as soon as possible.     

By Vinod Behl

Living up to the expectations 
of industry and the intent and 
commitment of Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi government 
towards ongoing reforms, the na-
tional Budget 2017-18, targeted at 
the poor and middle class is well 
meaning, investor-friendly and 
stimulating, especially for the re-
alty sector.

The budget provides a big boost-
er dose to the real estate and hous-
ing sector, otherwise bogged down 
by severe fund crunch holding up 
projects, together with slump in 
housing sales. It boosts up the con-
fidence of both the consumers and 
the investors. 

The budget can be seen in the 
backdrop of government’s firm 
faith in the capability of real es-
tate and infrastructure sectors to 
provide the necessary boost to 
the overall economy, especially to 
realise the objective of ‘housing 
for all’, the flagship programme 
of the government to rejuvenate 
the economy.

To give fillip to the housing sec-
tor, particularly affordable and 
low-cost housing, the budget has 
undertaken a significant policy 
measure to give infrastructure 
status to affordable housing. This 
could be termed as the biggest 
policy initiative after the historic 
reform undertaken by the govern-

ment in the form of Real Estate 
Regulation Act (RERA). This is a big 
relief for fund-starved developers, 
who will now be in a position to 
get easy and cheaper institutional 
finance from domestic and over-
seas sources. Further, the abolition 
of FIPB is another big step to boost 
the confidence of foreign investors 
about reform process and the ease 
of doing business. 

Long-term capital gains tax ben-
efits on housing, which can now be 
availed after two years instead of 
three, will make real estate as an 
attractive asset class for investors. 
This, in turn, will boost the supply 
of affordable urban housing. The 
hike in outlay for rural housing 
from Rs 15,000 crore to Rs 23,000 
crore under the Pradhan Man-
tri Gramin Awas Yojana (PMGAY), 
will give a thrust to construction of 
10 million rural houses by 2019.

The budget has other related 
provisions to boost housing sup-
ply. Keeping in view the large 
number of stalled projects, the 
time-line to complete affordable 
housing projects, has been raised 
from three to five years. The bud-
get has also made additional re-
finance of Rs 20,000 crore for Na-
tional Housing Bank which will 
also help boost housing supply. 
Similarly, the much awaited clar-
ity on taxation on joint develop-
ments will cut disputes and give 

a push to projects execution and 
in turn boosting supply. Realising 
the significance of infrastructure 
in providing impetus to real estate, 
the budget has made a record allo-
cation of Rs 3.96 lakh crore on in-
frastructure development. Budget-
ary support for national highways 
has increased to Rs 64,000 crore. 
The rural road construction target 
has been almost doubled. The new 
Metro Rail policy, focusing on in-
novative financing and execution, 
will also improve connectivity, 
thereby boosting real estate.

This year’s budget is historic in 
a way that it’s out-and-out pro-
consumer. Having already pro-
vided the protection umbrella to 
property consumers by way of 
realty regulator, the government, 
through the budget, has made 
several far reaching provisions to 
boost consumer confidence and 
push consumption. 

The increase in personal income 
tax limit with additional benefit in 
tax slabs, will give more disposable 
income in the hands of home buy-
ers, thereby spurring home sales. 
The extension of tenure of loans 
under the Credit Linked Subsidy 
Scheme (CLSS) of PMAY, from 15 
to 20 years, is a great sentiment 
booster for consumers.  The bud-
get has also enlarged the net of 
affordable housing to bring more 
people under its ambit by modify-

ing the eligibility criteria of house 
sizes of 30-60 mts with built-up 
area to carpet area, within the mu-
nicipal limits of four big cities. The 
capital gains tax relief will encour-
age more transactions through 
transparent banking channels, 
boosting the confidence of prop-
erty buyers. 

The provision on joint de-
velopment may well ease land 
prices to benefit consumers. The 
availability of cheap finance to 
developers with the granting of 
infra status to affordable hous-
ing, will reduce cost of construc-
tion, which the developers may 
pass on to consumers.

With all its positives, the budget 
however, did not meet the indus-
try expectation of providing tax 
incentives to first-time home buy-
ers, giving higher tax reduction 
on housing loans and increasing 
house rent allowance limit. The 
industry’s wish of granting infra-
structure status to entire housing 
sector, was only restricted to af-
fordable housing but rightly so as 
the maximum housing shortage is 
in affordable/low cost housing.

Tthere was also no announce-
ment about much desired single-
window clearance system but then 
that may well be part of the post-
budget policy initiatives. But all 
said and done, the budget, reflect-
ing predictability and continuity of 
policies, promises an early revival 
of real estate, particularly housing 
sector, paving the way for a healthy 
and sustainable growth of not just 
real estate but allied sector as well.

ians

Budget will prove transformational 
for real estate, housing 

By VishaV and Ruwa shah

Do Delhi Police cases against 
more than a dozen Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) leaders 

and legislators hold merit? Per-
haps not, given the series of court 
observations raising questions 
over shoddy investigations and 
delays in filing charges in most of 
the cases.

At least 15 leaders of AAP -- 
which swept to power in Delhi in 
February 2015, winning 67 of 70 
seats -- have been accused of vari-
ous offences, including sexual ha-
rassment, forgery, extortion, do-
mestic violence and rioting.

Thirteen were arrested and are 
out on bail. Two of the accused 
have already been acquitted. 
Courts have rapped the police for 
alleged incompetent investiga-
tions in most of the cases.

Some political observers believe 
the AAP, which handed out the first 
electoral rout to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) after its sweeping vic-
tory in the 2014 general election, 
is being deliberately targeted by 
the ruling dispensation at the Cen-
tre, which has control over Delhi 
Police. Advocate Rebecca John 
is among those who has alleged 
a conspiracy in the cases against 

AAP MLAs. She said many of the 
cases, some of which she said she 
has personally examined, were 
based on “very flimsy material”.

“All those cases have to be 
looked at differently. I feel that 
many of the cases are based on 
very flimsy material. And it would 
be very difficult for the police to 
string up a credible chargesheet in 
any of those cases,” she said.

However, Atul Shrivastava, a 
public prosecutor in two cases -- 
the fake law degree case against 
Jitender Tomar, MLA from Tri 
Nagar, and the domestic vio-
lence case against Somnath 
Bharti, MLA from Malviya Nagar 
-- said the court has taken cogni-
zance of the cases.

“It is unfair to say there is no 
substance. Else, the court won’t 
have taken cognizance of the 
(Bharti) case,” he said, adding that 
charges against the former minis-
ter have been filed.

Senior advocate K.K. Manan, 
who filed the complaint against 
Tomar, is, however, disappoint-
ed that the police are yet to file a 
chargesheet. “The case against To-
mar is fool-proof,” Manan claimed. 
“The police should investigate the 
matter within the prescribed time-
frame. If they are unable to get 

credible evidence against the MLA, 
they should file a closure report,” 
the advocate told IANS.

“There is documentary evidence 
against Tomar and a few other 
people. They (the police) should 
file the chargesheet and let the 
court decide. They are unneces-
sarily sitting on the files,” he said, 
adding that if the chargesheet 
was not filed within the given 
timeframe, the “man will be dis-
charged”.

Advocate John sees this as a 
symptom of the police “unease” 
with some of the cases.

“The police may still somehow 
put together a chargesheet. But I 
can clearly see the unease of the po-
lice as it is easy to register a case but 
very difficult to sustain the investi-
gation... Since the cases lack moral, 
legal and factual basis... I can sense 
the dilemma of the police.

“It appears to me that the motive 
behind these cases is not necessar-
ily that somebody has committed 
an offence. It seems more because 
there is a vested interest to make 
sure that as many AAP MLAs are 
embroiled in legal cases as pos-
sible.” John believes it is “very sad 
for us that the police force of a city 
is openly partisan and begins to file 
cases against individuals of a party 

based on the political dispensation 
at the Centre”.

AAP leaders too have claimed 
innocence, saying they are being 
framed due to the upcoming elec-
tions in Punjab and Goa -- where 
the fledgling political party is con-
testing for the first time after its 
success in Delhi.

“We have always believed in 
the judiciary and will knock at its 
door to prove our innocence. The 
use of (investigative and tax agen-
cies like) CBI, IB, IT to defame AAP 
MLAs has gained us public sup-
port. Everybody knows that this 
witch-hunting is to stop us from 
doing our work,” Akhilesh Pati 
Tripathi, AAP MLA from Model 
Town, told IANS.

Tripathi was acquitted by a Del-
hi court in a sexual harassment 
case. He alleged that the central 
government, under which Delhi 
Police operate, had “tarnished its 
own image” by filing false cases 
against AAP leaders.

MLA from Okhla Amanatul-
lah Khan, who has been accused 
of culpable homicide and sexual 
harassment and is out on bail, 
claimed the “witch-hunting” by 
the BJP has helped the AAP gain 
support in poll-bound Punjab.

“It will be proven when the AAP 
wins Punjab. People in Punjab are 
supporting us because they know 
how the BJP has crossed all limits 
to stop us from working in Delhi,” 
Khan told IANS.

ians

Will cases against delhi AAP leaders 
stand judicial scrutiny?

By MayaBhushan nagVenkaR

The bitter electoral battle be-
tween a former RSS leader 
and guru, and his illustrious 

and politically-powerful shishyas, 
is fast attaining mythical propor-
tions in this coastal state going to 
the hustings on February 4.

Ranged against each other are 
Subhash Velingkar, the sacked 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) chief, and three Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) politicians he 
personally groomed and mentored 
-- Defence Minister Manohar Par-
rikar, Chief Minister Laxmikant 
Parsekar and Union Minister of 
State for Ayush Shripad Naik.

Fighting for the same electoral 
constituency, the conservative 
Hindu vote, the battle between the 
Velingkar-mentored Goa Suraksha 
Manch (GSM) and the BJP seems to 
be taking a leaf out of Indian epics 
Mahabharata and, to some extent, 
the Ramayana, if the comments 
made recently by leaders from 
both the parties are considered.

Regarded by the BJP party cadre 
as the “Bhishma pitamaha” of state 
politics, after the grand patriarch 

of the Mahabharata, Velingkar was 
sacked as the Goa RSS chief last 
year after his consistent critcism 
of the state BJP for backing Eng-
lish over regional languages as a 
medium of instruction in schools. 
Velingkar, during his tenure as Goa 
Sanghachalak, mentored several 
generations of BJP leaders, includ-
ing Parrikar, Parsekar and Naik.

Immediately after he was sacked, 
Laxmikant Parsekar, however, de-
cided to depict him as the warrior 
Karna, whose kavach kundals had 
been stripped off and was there-
fore rendered vulnerable.

“There is nothing to fear now. 
He has lost his kavach kundals,” 
Parsekar said just as the BJP’s poll 
campaign kicked off.

In the Mahabharata, the kavach 
kundal is a reference to Karna’s 
earrings which made him invin-
cible in battle, but the warrior was 
tricked into parting with them by 
Lord Indra, disguised as a pauper, 
rendering Karna vulnerable.

Parsekar, obviously, was refer-
ring to Velingkar’s sacking from the 
RSS, an organisation which he had 
been a part of for nearly 50 years.

Velingkar responded in equal 
measure.

“My kavach kundals are not 
linked to the RSS post. I am a Sangh 
Swayamsevak for life. He should 
know our kavach kundals are not 
temporary in nature. Their kavach 
kundals will fall when elections are 
held,” Velingkar had retorted.

The rhetoric wedded to mythol-
ogy did not end with this.

When asked if the GSM, which is 
contesting five seats as part of an 
alliance with the Maharashtrawadi 
Gomantak Party (MGP) and the 
Shiv Sena, would be able to take on 
the might of the ruling BJP, party 
President Anand Shirodkar told 
IANS: “Our five Pandavas are fight-
ing the Kauravas of the BJP. And 
you know who eventually won the 
battle of righteousness.”

For the Shiv Sena, it would ap-
pear that Velingkar is Lord Krishna 
incarnate.

“This election is a contest like 
the final war as described in the 
Mahabharata. While the BJP rep-
resents the Kauravas, those who 
are fighting against them are the 
Pandavas. Velingkar is for us like 

Lord Krishna, who is going to guide 
non-Congress and non-BJP forces 
to victory,” former state Shiv Sena 
President Sudip Tamhankar had 
said. Velingkar himself, in a speech 
on January 29, slipped in a bit of 
the Ramayana in the Pernem as-
sembly constituency while cam-
paigning for the MGP.

“Power has gone to their heads 
in such a way that during the cor-
poration elections in Panaji last 
year, they tried to once again sow 
the seeds of Portuguese influence 
in their manifesto. Some people 
have studied in IIT, even Ravan at 
the time had studied in the IIT of 
that era,” Velingkar said, in a veiled 
reference to Parrikar, an Indian 
Institute of Technology-Bombay 
alumnus.

While top BJP leaders have re-
fused to directly criticise Veling-
kar, in their public speeches they 
have suggested that the former RSS 
leader had lost his bearings due 
to age. In response to a question 
about Velingkar’s criticism on Sun-
day, Parsekar said that he would 
not like to respond to his allega-
tions against the BJP.

“It is not necessary for me to 
react to Velingkar’s comments. It 
would be good if you clarify with 
him... We have allowed him to talk. 
Let him keep talking. We will keep 
listening,” Parsekar said.
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Velingkar vs BJP contest assumes 
‘mythical’ proportions in Goa 

indian development depends entirely on 
the policy we adopt for agriculture as a 

priority and then take up industrial 
expansion needed for industries with 

the latest technologies 
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Budget for 
agriculture

By  yogEndra yadav

CALL it a fantasy. But every Budget 
day, I do think of a day when we 
would have agriculture budget for the 

country. The presentation of Railway Bud-
get and the absence of agriculture budget 
used to irk me. From this year, the colonial 
practice of Railway Budget is over. But that 
does not lessen the need for a separate bud-
get for the agriculture sector.

Someone might say: what is in a budget? 
After all, it is a simple statement of expected 
income and expenditure. Why fuss over it? 
And why do we need a separate budget for 
something to receive adequate budgetary 
allocation? The absence of a defence bud-
get has not hampered the armed forces. 
This reasoning misses the point. In today’s 
India, budget is not an accounting exercise. 
It is a political exercise about the priorities 
of the government. And thanks to the po-
litical drama and media attention that goes 
with the budget, it is the only time the pub-
lic gets to discuss economic policies. A sep-
arate budget for agriculture would mean 
greater public attention, exclusive discus-
sion and closer scrutiny of political claims. 
Although agriculture is a state subject and 
much of the expenditure happens through 
state budgets, Central resources are vital 
to the future of agriculture. An agriculture 
budget can become a test of the govern-
ment’s political will vis-à-vis the farmers.

Why focus on farmers? Simply because 
they are the largest and perhpas the most 
neglected class in our country.  When I 
speak of the farmer, I do not talk only about 
the landowning cultivator. The definition 
of farmer includes landlord, cultivator on 
one’s own land or on lease, agriculture 
labour, dairy farmer, poultry farmer, fish 
farmer, and so on. Agriculture, and all these 
allied activities, employ more than half of 
the country’s manpower (and womanpow-
er!). But its share in the country’s GDP has 
been falling rapidly from 19 per ent in 2004-
05 to 14.6 per cent in 2009-10, and further 
to 13.9 per cent in 2013-14. According to the 
70th Round of NSSO (‘Situation Assessment 
Survey of Agricultural Households’), the av-
erage monthly farm income of an agricul-
tural household is only Rs 3,844, including 
cultivation and animal husbandry.

Over the years, while their income has 
moved at a snail’s pace, the input costs and 
household expenditure have shot up. This 
leaves the average farmer in a debt trap. 
About 52 per cent of the agricultural house-
holds in the country were estimated to be 
indebted in 2012- 2013, up from only 26 per 
cent in 1991. A good deal of this debt comes 
at an exorbitant rate of interest from the 
private moneylender. The All-India Debt 
and Investment Survey, 2013, found that of 
the farmers with land holding size less than 
0.01 hectares, only 13 per cent have access 
to credit from a formal banking institu-
tion, whereas 64 per cent borrow from pri-
vate moneylenders. This has led to a spate 
of suicides. The total number of farmers’ 
suicides has ranged between 12,000 and 
18,000 every year over the last two decades.

What have the governments done about 
it? Pretty little. When it is not in a denial 
mode, the governments of various parties 
have offered platitudes and token schemes 
with paltry budgetary allocations. The gov-
ernments’ solution to the problem of un-
remunerative price is the scheme of Mini-
mum Support Price (MSP). The trouble is 
that less than one-fifth of Indian farmers 
benefit from this provision. Also, the official 
MSP has also not kept pace with farmers’ 
costs and expenditure.

What, then, is the way out? Let me make 
a proposal. The basic ideas in this proposal 
are drawn from what the farmer move-
ments and pro-farmer experts have been 
demanding for many years. It simply packs 
them together and integrates various ideas 
into one overarching scheme.

This is called RUPYA: Remunerative and 
Universal Price of Yield Assurance. The ba-
sic idea is to give an income guarantee to 
the farmers. This is achieved by ensuring 
that farmers must be protected from price 
fluctuations and all farmers must receive 
remunerative prices by keeping the cost of 
inputs within reasonable limits and offer-
ing any input subsidy directly to farmers, 
and by  insuring all farmers against crop 
loss, or damage of any kind.

So, we are looking at three intercon-
nected components. The first is about re-
munerative price. This could take the form 
of modifying the existing MSP scheme in 
several ways. One, the method of arriving at 
MSP for different crops should be changed. 
Two, there should be a system of price defi-
ciency payments to make existing ‘support 
price’ effective and meaningful beyond 
procurement by the government of a few 
commodities in some locations. Three, 
there needs to be a market intervention 
scheme for perishables and those products 
not covered under price support schemes. 
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Immediate measures needed 
to get farmers out of debt trap

By samI mouBayEd

The Russian-proposed constitution 
for Syria is raising eyebrows, not only 
in opposition circles but within the 

pro-regime street as well. Syrians feel in-
sulted by a charter authored by one out-
side power and approved by two others, 
Turkey and Iran. State-run media is trying 
to sugar-coat it by saying that the constitu-
tional draft has been authored by “Syrian, 
Arab, and Russian legal experts” and many 
forums are endlessly debating its 85-con-
troversial articles.

Nearly everybody who matters in Syria 
is upset with the new charter, except per-
haps for a small elite of secular intellectu-
als who believe that running the country in 
the same manner that prevailed from in-
dependence from colonial France in 1946 
until the outbreak of the current conflict in 
2011 is practically impossible, both for the 
regime and its opponents. A new formula 
needs to emerge, politically, administra-
tively, geographically, and psychologically 
— one that breaks existing taboos and of-

fers innovative roadmaps for the future; 
one that requires a vivid imagination to for-
mulate and political courage to implement.

The Islamists are furious, because the 
Russian constitution scraps Article 3, 
which specifies Islam as the religion of the 
president of the republic. This is a long-
standing article since 1920 which several 
Syrian leaders, including Hafez Al Assad, 
tried to change, with little luck. Arab na-
tionalists are also very unhappy with the 
new charter, because it changes the name 
of the country from “Syrian Arab Republic” 
into “Syrian Republic.” This was done by 
Russian lawmakers in order to please non-
Arab components of Syrian society, like 
the Turkmen, Armenians, Circassians, and 
Kurds. It is how the republic was called be-
tween 1932-1958; the word “Arab” was only 
injected into its name as late as 1961, in re-
sponse to a character slaughter campaign 
waged by then-Egyptian President Jamal 
Abdul Nasser, accusing Syrians of being 
“bad Arabs” for supporting a coup against 
the short-lived Syrian-Egyptian Union. 

Strangely enough, an online campaign is 
going viral on Facebook, from Damascus, 
called ‘No to the Russian Constitution, be-
cause it neglects our Arabism and Islam’.

Although the new charter recognises 
the Kurdish language as one of the official 
languages of the country and drops the 
word ‘Arab’ from its name, Syrian Kurds 
are also not very satisfied with the Russian 
document, or with the recent agreement 
reached between Moscow and Ankara. 
They have rejected the charter as well and 
presented Moscow with a counterpropos-
al, a “Kurdish Constitution” that proposes 
establishing a federal government, as well 
as legitimising Kurdish forces in Kurdish 
towns and villages in eastern Syria.

On the future of the Syrian presidency, 
the Russian-authored constitution gives a 
little bit to everybody — keeping everybody 
satisfied, and equally furious. For example, 
in order to please the opposition, it slashes 
some of the Syrian presidency’s legislative 
powers, taking away 23 authorities cur-
rently vested in the Office of the President. 
Such powers include the right to name 
judges on the Higher Court of Justice, the 
right to name governor of the Central Bank, 
and to appoint the prime minister and his 
deputies. To please Damascus officialdom, 
it keeps the president in full-control of the 
army and the security apparatus.

Additionally the new charter calls for a 
decentralised government, breaking the 
99-year old grip that Damascus held over 
other parts of the country since collapse of 
the Ottoman Empire back in 1918. This al-
lows faraway cities and towns to run their 
own affairs, without having to answer to 
the beck and call of the central government 
in Damascus, like electing their own gover-
nors and establishing their own local par-
liaments, which is heresy to the Baathists, 
who refuse to willingly relinquish their grip 
over cities and towns that were once an in-
cubator for Baathism but have now largely 

shifted into the opposition ranks. It also 
means that the residents of remote cities 
like oil-rich Deir ez-Zour and Al Raqqa on 
the Euphrates will now get a share of their 
local wealth, rather than have it all fun-
nelled to Damascus as had been the case 
for an entire century.

Federal legislature
According to the new charter, the local 

parliaments would elect a new house to 
represent them in the capital, and it would 
rule side-by-side with the central cham-
ber. They would take the same oath, and 
share power with the presidency and the 
premiership, which is yet another taboo for 
the Baathists. A majority vote in any joint 
session of both chambers would be enough 
to bring down a cabinet of ministers, a task 
previously in the hands of the presidency, 
or impeach a sitting head of state.

Politically, the pre-set quota of all pre-
vious chambers since 1970 has now been 
scrapped, doing away with the allocated 
seats of peasants and labourers, being 
backbone of the Baath Party. Also the word 
‘socialism’ has been completely omitted 
from mention, oath, or economic orienta-
tion, prompting Baathists to claim that this 
was a steady de-Baathification process, 
similar to the one launched by Bremer in 
Iraq after 2003.

The presidential term has been kept 
at seven years, renewable only once, but 
authorities in Damascus are lobbying to 
change that clause and make it “renewable 
only twice.” In previous constitutions since 
1973, presidents were voted in a national 
referendum or through popular vote and 
not via parliament, as had been the case 
in the 1950s, during the zenith of Syria’s 
democratic years. 

That clause has now been revisited, mak-
ing presidential elections via the chamber 
of deputies, yet another additional power 
vested now in the legislative branch. Syrian 
negotiators, presently debating the draft in 
private, will take it to another level in Swit-
zerland, where they are expected to meet 
under the auspices of the UN during the 
last week of February. It takes courage and 
leadership to say yes — even to half of the 
proposed constitutional changes.
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The new Syrian constitution is good, 
but requires courage

A new formula needs to emerge — one that breaks existing 
taboos and offers innovative roadmaps for the future

Trump’s open war on religion

By  josEpH a. KEcHIcHIan

In The Godfather, a ‘Baptism of Fire’ is 
enacted as the final act in the five fami-
lies’ war, which witnesses a complete 

victory for Michael Corleone, who stands 
in a church saying that he “renounces 
Satan and all his works”, while his men 
massacre scores. United States President 
Donald Trump opened his first full day in 
office on Saturday, January 21, at a prayer 
service at the National Cathedral in Wash-
ington, DC, before he embarked on signing 
his first 19 executive orders that mimicked 
Corleone’s deeds. With one fundamental 
exception: Trump targeted monotheism 
and America itself.

Although executive orders are seldom 
effective, they disrupt lives, shape per-
ceptions and otherwise leave more or 
less permanent impressions with serious 
blow-back effects. They are not useful tools 
to “rule”, but governing is not a Trump 
priority. Instead, we see the outlines of a 
systematic assault on faith — monothe-
ism in particular — notwithstanding what 
Mark Burns, an evangelical pastor from the 
Harvest Praise & Worship Centre in Easley, 
South Carolina, said. Burns participated 
in a private service for Trump at St John’s 
Episcopal Church in Washington last week 
and told the BBC: “I want to assure all those 

listening to this broadcast, Donald Trump 
loves God. He has a personal relationship. 
It is not so much a religious relationship. 
There’s a difference.”

The man who allegedly sought “the 
counsel of the Almighty in every decision 
he makes”, simply overlooked to mention 
Jews to commemorate the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day and, adding 
insult to injury, revealed that the omission 
was on purpose because other victims also 
suffered and died in the Holocaust.

A few days later, one of Trump’s execu-
tive orders suspended for 120 days the ad-
mission of all refugees and, in a separate 
decision, severely restricted immigration 
from seven Muslim-majority countries. 
Trump declared that he was going to grant 
Christians priority status to enter the US, 
although a Syrian Christian family was 
turned back from Philadelphia Interna-
tional Airport after travelling from Leba-
non. The family of six was denied entry and 
flew back to Beirut via Doha.

Interestingly, the Pew Research Center 
revealed last October that 38,901 Mus-
lim refugees entered the US during fiscal 
year 2016, or almost the same number of 
Christian refugees — 37,521. Time will tell 
whether this will change, but any effort to 
give preference to Christian refugees or im-

migrants, which will be unconstitutional 
under existing US laws, will harm Arab 
Christians as most are removed from their 
ancestral lands. In fact, this may well be an 
established objective of successive Ameri-
can administrations, though the current 
one prefers blatant declarations.

Equally apocalyptic, Trump’s infamous 
campaign calls for a “Muslim ban” was far 
more deliberate, as border officials began to 
detain people. The president took umbrage 
at the label, denying that his premeditated 
actions were a ban against Muslims that, 
he alleged, the media misreported. “This is 
about terror and keeping our country safe,” 
he said, even if he failed to see how his lat-
est executive order was little more than an 
evolution of what he repeated throughout 
the past year. It was Trump who used the 
term “ban all Muslims from entering the 
US”, even if he gradually transformed the 
prose into “extreme vetting”.

Trump is an autocrat who is keen to 
building an autocracy. He will never 
change methods, which means that every-
one else will be required to adapt, includ-
ing those who truly believe in life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness for everyone 
— not simply the privileged he represents. 
We will see whether his administration 
and, more important, the legislative and 

judiciary branches, will uphold the law. Of 
course, Trump will rely on the old standby 
diversion of ensuring liberty in the name of 
safety, something that one of the founding 
fathers anticipated. It was the extraordi-
nary Benjamin Franklin who had declared: 
“Those who would give up essential lib-
erty to purchase a little temporary safety, 
deserve neither liberty nor safety.” Re-
grettably, a good portion of the American 
electorate in 2016 failed to heed Franklin’s 
warnings.

Americans and others ought to reflect 
on Franklin’s other cautionary remarks 
when he responded to a Mrs Powel of 
Philadelphia — who asked him about 
what the 1787 deliberations at the Con-
stitutional Convention produced behind 
closed doors, a republic or a monarchy. 
The answer was straightforward: “A re-
public, if you can keep it.” What Trump’s 
first few days in office displayed was an 
utter defiance of the very concept of the 
American republic, best described in the 
first amendment of the US Constitution, 
which guarantees freedom to worship and 
exercise free speech. It did not encourage 
discrimination, predict “alternative facts”, 
nor did it envisage the Corleone-style cha-
os we must now live through.
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What the US president’s first few days in office have displayed is an utter defiance of the very concept of the American 
republic, best described in the first amendment of the US Constitution

Australia has led the world in ‘crimmigration’
By anTHEa vogl and ElysE mETHvEn

Many have expressed opposition 
and abhorrence towards US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s plan to de-

port undocumented migrants en masse 
from the United States.

Last Wednesday, Trump signed execu-
tive orders vowing to deport or incarcerate 
an estimated 2-3 million non-citizens who 
have been charged with or convicted of a 
crime; who have “abused” public welfare 
programmes; and who, in the opinion of an 
immigration officer, “pose a risk to public 
safety or national security”. 

A further executive order instructed the 
US Department of Homeland Security to 
publish a “weekly list” of crimes commit-
ted by undocumented migrants.

 When signing the order, the presi-
dent— performing a kind of dark political 
pageant — recited names of Americans 
allegedly murdered by undocumented 
migrants. Before Trump, the Obama ad-
ministration deported more than 2.5 mil-
lion immigrants from the time Barack 
Obama took office until 2015 — more 
than any other US president. Two-thirds 
of deportees had committed only minor 

infractions, such as driving without a li-
cence or jumping a turnstile. Others had 
no criminal record at all. In the same pe-
riod, detention of non-citizens increased 
by 25 per cent.

Trump’s executive orders may take ra-
cialised border control, Islamophobia and 
aggressive deportation of non-citizens to 
new extremes. But in the last two decades, 
successive Australian governments have 
paved the way in showing there is no rock 
bottom when it comes to inhumane treat-
ment of refugees and non-citizens.

On Monday, former Australian immigra-
tion minister, Scott Morrison, boasted that 
“the world is catching up to Australia” by 
implementing harsh border protection 
policies. The executive in Australia can 
already deport adult non-citizens found 
guilty or suspected of criminal offences. 
These powers apply to all non-citizens, in-
cluding people who have lived in Australia 
for most of their lives or whose immediate 
family are Australian citizens.

The Turnbull government has repeatedly 
trumpeted its offshore detention centres, 
where asylum seekers are held in condi-
tions that have been described by the UN 

as amounting to torture, as the prototype 
for tough border control. Indeed, this week 
Turnbull “welcomed” the US to “emulate” 
Australia’s approach.

US and Australian border control poli-
cies comprise part of what US law professor 
Juliet Stumpf has called the “crimmigration 
crisis”: a trend of migration law — with its 
largely unfettered and unscrutinised exec-
utive powers — encroaching on the distinct 
regime of the criminal law, and vice versa.

A symptom of this crimmigration crisis 
is that immigration officials increasingly 
adopt a “law and order” approach to mi-
gration control. Police resources are di-
verted away from prosecuting criminal of-
fences and towards policing “irregular” or 
“undocumented” migrants. 

Non-citizens live in a perpetual state of 
anxiety, fearful that their interactions with 
police, state welfare agencies, their em-
ployers or their neighbours, might result 
in an allegation that could lead to their re-
moval. Penalties imposed on non-citizens 
are often cruelly disproportionate to their 
alleged transgressions. The Australian gov-
ernment has expanded its visa cancellation 
powers against non-citizens for criminal 

or “anti-social” conduct across three key 
areas. The first is on “character grounds”. 
The immigration minister may cancel 
a visa if she reasonably suspects a non-
citizen does not pass the character test. 
Changes introduced under former prime 
minister Tony Abbott in 2014 significantly 
expanded these powers.

Before 2014, two consecutive years of im-
prisonment were required as grounds for 
visa cancellation. Now, a person may not 
pass the character test if they are serving 
a sentence of 12 months’ imprisonment; if 
the minister reasonably suspects the per-
son is “associated” with someone involved 
in criminal conduct; if the minister fore-
sees a risk that they may engage in criminal 
conduct; or if the person harasses, molests, 
intimidates or stalks someone in Australia.

Between 2013–14 and 2015–16, the 
number of visa cancellations on character 
grounds increased tenfold. In 2015-16, the 
immigration minister Peter Dutton can-
celled 983 visas on character grounds. One 
of the government’s unprecedented ini-
tiatives was when in 2013, it introduced a 
code of behaviour for asylum seekers. 
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Gunman threat at Istanbul hospital

An armed man has locked himself into a room at a psy-
chiatric hospital in Istanbul, Turkish media report.

Officers are said to be negotiating with the man who has 
threatened to kill himself and others, they said.

Patients and staff have been evacuated from Cerahpasa 
hospital. The incident comes amid tension in Istanbul 
following several attacks in crowded areas, including the 
deadly assault on the Reina nightclub on New Year’s Eve 
which left 39 people dead. Earlier reports stated that the 
armed man had taken several people hostage.

India attempting to block new 
Saarc chief: Pakistan daily

Islamabad, Feb 1 (IANS) The South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation, beleaguered by internal rifts, is 
headed for more difficult days as India is attempting to 
block on “procedural grounds” the appointment of a Pak-
istani diplomat as the next secretary general of the eight-
member grouping, a Pakistani daily said on Wednesday.

“The Saarc secretariat can, therefore, potentially re-
main a headless body for a long time if the stalemate pro-
longs and the dispute is not resolved soon,” Dawn said. 

The turn of a Pakistani to head the Saarc Secretariat, 
which is held by rotation for a period of three years, starts 
from March 1, 2017, and continues till February 28, 2020.

This is the first time in Saarc’s troubled history that it 
is moving towards a standoff over the Secretary General’s 
appointment. Amjad Hussain Sial, a career diplomat, had 
been nominated by Pakistan as the 13th Secretary Gen-
eral of Saarc to replace the outgoing Kathmandu-based 
Saarc Secretariat Secretary General Arjun Bahadur Thapa, 
whose tenure expires on February 28. 

Sial’s nomination was made at the Saarc Council of 
Ministers in Pokhara (Nepal) in March 2016 and was en-
dorsed by all member states.

New Delhi, however, through a diplomatic note last 
month asked the secretariat to adhere to the “due work-
ing procedures” in the appointment of Thapa’s successor, 
it said. The Indian position was that the nomination had 
to be ratified by the Council of Ministers meeting in Is-
lamabad, which could not happen due to postponement 
of the summit after India and other members of the bloc 
pulled out of the meeting over terrorism.

Panamagate trial in Pakistan 
adjourned after judge falls ill

Islamabad, Feb 1 (IANS) The Pakistan Supreme Court 
on Wednesday adjourned the Panamagate case hearing, 
involving Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and family, till 
Monday as a member of the five-judge bench has fallen ill.

The hearing of a string of petitions against the Sharif 
family for alleged corruption was adjourned as Justice 
Azmat Saeed Sheikh was rushed to the hospital late on 
Tuesday. According to sources, the judge was admitted 
to the Rawalpindi Institute of Cardiology following chest 
pain and may undergo an angioplasty.

On January 4, Justice Asif Saeed Khosa, who is heading 
the apex court’s larger bench, ruled the hearings of the 
Panamagate case will be conducted daily without any ad-
journment.

American flight lands after bomb 
scare

Knoxville (US), Feb 1 (IANS) An American Airlines flight 
made an emergency landing at an airport in Knoxville in 
Tennessee following a bomb scare, the media reported on 
Wednesday. A spokesperson for McGhee-Tyson Airport in 
Alcoa, Tennessee, said the pilots on Tuesday night sought 
permission to land and urged the airport emergency 
crews be on standby, CBC news reported.

American Airlines spokesperson Ross Feinstein said 
Flight 1804 was bound from Charlotte to Indianapolis 
when the carrier got a bomb threat. The airline told CBS 
News the “threat” came from a non-credible robocall.

After the plane landed, passengers were evacuated and 
the crew found no bomb or technical problem with the 
plane. According to a witness, two people were removed 
separately from other passengers on the plane. They were 
later seen by other passengers in the hotel they were stay-
ing in after being questioned by authorities and released.

Middle East cartoonists show 
anger over Trump’s visa ban

Lahore, Feb 1 (IANS) US President Donald Trump as 
a dinosaur with a concrete wall for a tail, of Trump as a 
member of the white supremacist Ku Klux Klan with the 
slogan “The Un-Islamic State of America” -- are among 
the cartoons posted by Middle East artists on social me-
dia in protest against the US administration’s visa ban on 
seven Muslim major countries.

Expressing their anger against Trump’s visa ban on 
Muslim countries, many artists depicted him as a leader 
who discriminates against people on racial and regional 
basis, Dunya News reported on Wednesday.

WORLD SNIPPETS

Riyadh, Feb 1 (IANS) Saudi 
Oil Minister Khalid al-Falih 
has told the BBC’s Chief In-
ternational Correspondent 
Lyse Doucet he is pleased that 
US President Donald Trump 
plans to pursue a more fossil 
fuel-oriented energy policy.

He insisted he was uncon-
cerned by Mr Trump’s prom-
ise to pursue energy indepen-
dence and said Saudi Arabia 
had invested billions of dollars 
in the American oil industry.

United Nations, Feb 1 
(IANS) Former UN sec-
retary general Ban Ki-
moon has ruled himself 
out of the running for 
South Korean president.

In a surprise move, 
the leading conserva-
tive candidate blamed 
political slander and 
“various fake news” sto-
ries against him for his 
decision. His withdraw-
al is a boost for liberal 
candidate and frontrun-
ner Moon Jae-in. South 
Korea is seeking to re-
place President Park 
Geun-hye, who was 
impeached in Decem-
ber after a long-running 
corruption scandal.

Mr Ban gave a brief 
press conference in 
which he said he want-
ed to use his 10 years’ 

experience as UN chief 
to achieve national uni-
ty, but said he had been 
subjected to “malign 
slander akin to charac-
ter assassination”.

“With all kinds of fake 
news, my intention for 
political change was no-
where to be seen and all 
that was left was grave 
scars to my family and 
myself, and to the hon-
our of the UN where I 
spent the past 10 years,” 
he said.

He said he was “dis-
appointed by old-fash-
ioned, narrow-minded 
egoistic attitudes by 
some politicians, and 
I came to a conclusion 
that it would be mean-
ingless to work together 
with them”. Slump in 
approval rating

Manila, Feb 1 (IANS) Amnesty 
International has accused the 
Philippine police of “system-
atically planning” extrajudicial 
killings in the controversial 
war against drugs.

The rights group also said in 
a report that the killings may 
constitute “crimes against hu-
manity”.

More than 7,000 have been 
killed since President Rodrigo 
Duterte launched his “war” on 
the drug trade in July.

He has always defended the 
crackdown, saying police were 
only authorised to open fire 
when threatened by suspects.

But on Monday, the presi-
dent suspended it and ordered 
a “clean-up” of the police 
force following the murder of 
a South Korean businessman 
by a group of rogue anti-drug 
police officers. There has been 
no government reaction to the 
Amnesty report, but the Philip-

pine police have also consis-
tently said those killed were 
resisting arrest.

Amnesty disputed this based 
on witness testimony and inde-
pendent investigations, saying 
it was “deeply concerned that 
the deliberate and widespread 
killings of alleged drug offend-
ers....appear to be systematic, 
planned and organised by the 
authorities”.

“Police officers routinely bust 
down doors in the middle of the 
night and then kill in cold blood 
unarmed people suspected of 
using or selling drugs.

“In several cases docu-
mented by Amnesty Interna-
tional, witnesses described 
alleged drug offenders yell-
ing they would surrender, at 
times while on their knees or 
in another compliant posi-
tion. They were still gunned 
down.” Amnesty also said of-
ficers planted evidence and 

falsified reports to “cover their 
tracks”. The rights group said 
there appeared to be financial 
incentives for the killings, with 
one officer claiming they were 
given an “under the table” 
payment for each death, as 
well as payments from some 
funeral homes. The rights 
group said the vast majority 
of those killed were poor and 
on “drug watch lists” prepared 
by government officials and 
shared with police.

It said the lists were “deeply 
problematic” and that names 
could be put on it “based on 
hearsay and community ru-
mour or rivalry, with little to 
no verification”.

The group spoke to 110 peo-
ple for the report including 
witnesses of killings, victims’ 
relatives, drug users, police 
officers, and members of gov-
ernment, civil society and reli-
gious groups.

United Nations, Feb 1 
(IANS) The United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) has 
reiterated its support for the 
UN efforts to facilitate a last-
ing political settlement of the 
Syria crisis, according to a 
statement.

The UNSC members on 
Tuesday heard a briefing by 
the UN Special Envoy for 
Syria Staffan de Mistura, and 
pledged to facilitate the last-
ing political settlement of 
the crisis through an inclu-
sive and Syrian-led political 

process, Xinhua news agency 
cited the statement as saying.

They reaffirmed “strong 
commitment to the sover-
eignty, independence, unity 
and territorial integrity of 
Syria”, and reiterated the 
only sustainable solution to 
the current crisis in Syria was 
through an inclusive and Syri-
an-led political process.

The Security Council mem-
bers welcomed the Interna-
tional Meeting on Syria held 
in Astana, Kazakhstan, on 
January 23-24.

They welcomed the talks be-
tween the Syrian government 
and armed opposition groups 
with de Mistura’s involvement, 
expressed their appreciation 
to Kazakhstan President for 
hosting the meeting, and took 
note of the joint statement by 
Iran, Russia and Turkey adopt-
ed on the outcome of the talks. 
The members recognised the 
International Meeting on Syria 
in Astana as an important step 
toward the resumption of in-
tra-Syrian negotiations under 
the auspices of the UN.

‘We want the same 
thing’ - Saudi oil minister 

welcomes Trump era

Ban Ki-moon, former 
UN chief, drops South 
Korea presidency bid

Amnesty: Philippine police 
‘planned’ drug war killings

UNSC to facilitate lasting political 
settlement in Syria

Washington, Feb 1 (IANS) 
Leading Democrats have 
come out in staunch 
opposition to Donald 
Trump’s nomination of 
Neil Gorsuch for the va-
cant position on the Su-
preme Court.

President Trump named 
the Colorado appeals 
court judge on Tuesday to 
replace the late Antonin 
Scalia. Senate Democratic 
leader Chuck Schumer 
said he had “very serious 
doubts” about Judge Gor-
such’s nomination.

Massachusetts Senator 
Elizabeth Warren accused 
the nominee of siding 
with large companies over 
American workers.

Two of Judge Gorsuch’s 
most high-profile appeals 
court rulings saw him 

side with business owners 
who objected on religious 
grounds to funding birth 
control via staff insurance 
plans.

If confirmed by the Sen-
ate, Judge Gorsuch, 49, 
would restore the court’s 
conservative 5-4 majority, 
lost when Justice Scalia 
died.

The court has the final 
legal word on many of the 
most sensitive US issues, 
including abortion, gen-
der rights and gun con-
trol.

House Democratic 
Leader Nancy Pelosi 
called Mr Trump’s nomi-
nee “a very hostile ap-
pointment” and “a very 
bad decision, well outside 
the mainstream of Ameri-
can legal thought”.

Former Democrat pres-
idential contender Ber-
nie Sanders said Judge 
Gorsuch “must explain 
his hostility to women’s 
rights, support of corpo-
rations over workers and 
opposition to campaign 
finance reform”. Repub-
licans would cry foul over 
a concerted effort to block 
Judge Gorsuch’s confir-
mation, but it was the 
Republicans who blocked 
Barack Obama’s nomina-
tion for the seat until Mr 
Obama left office.

Justice Scalia’s seat 
became available 10 
months before the end of 
Mr Obama’s presidency, 
but Republicans refused 
even to debate his pick of 
Judge Merrick Garland, 
claiming it was too close 

to an election. There is no 
law that says a Supreme 
Court justice cannot be 
nominated by a president 
close to the end of his or 
her term in office. Even if 
Judge Gorsuch makes it 
through the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee, he will 
face challenges when the 
entire chamber convenes 
for a final vote.

Democrats may seek to 
prevent that second vote 
by prolonging, or fili-
bustering, the debate. In 
that case, the nomination 
would need 60 votes rath-
er than a simple majority.

With Republicans only 
holding 52 Senate seats, 
they may have to change 
Senate rules in order 
to approve Mr Trump’s 
nominee.

Kabul, Feb 1 (IANS) A 
23-year-old Afghan woman 
has described to the BBC 
how her husband tied her 
up and cut off both her ears 
in a domestic violence at-
tack in the northern prov-
ince of Balkh.

The woman - Zarina - is 
now in a stable but trau-
matised condition in hos-
pital. “I haven’t committed 
any sin,” she said. “I don’t 
know why my husband did 
this to me.” The woman’s 
husband is on the run in 

Kashinda district following 
the attack, police have told 
local media.

Zarina told Pajhwok 
news that the unprovoked 
attack took place after her 
husband suddenly woke 
her up.

She told the BBC that she 
got married at the age of 13 
and that “relations with her 
husband were not good”.

In another interview 
with Tolo News, Zarina 
complained that her hus-
band had tried to prevent 

her from seeing her par-
ents. She said that she no 
longer wanted to remain 
married to him. ”He is a 
very suspicious man and 
often accused me of talk-
ing to strange men when I 
went to visit my parents,” 
she said.

She has demanded his 
arrest and prosecution. 
The Afghan government 
has repeatedly tried to in-
troduce laws to protect 
women from domestic 
abuse. But President Ha-

mid Karzai during his time 
in power was unable - or 
unwilling - to sign off leg-
islation even though it had 
been approved by both 
houses of parliament.

In 2014 for example he 
ordered changes to draft 
legislation that critics said 
would severely limit justice 
for victims.

Mr Karzai’s successor, 
Ashraf Ghani, has also 
not yet given his assent to 
legislation passed by the 
lower house of the Afghan 
parliament in November 
- and the upper house in 
December - which was 
drafted to protect women 
and children from violence 
and harassment.

Supreme Court choice Neil Gorsuch 
draws Democrat opposition

Afghan woman’s ears 
cut off by husband

Berlin, Feb 1 (IANS) A 36-year-old 
Tunisian man suspected of recruit-
ing for jihadist group Islamic State 
has been detained in multiple raids 
in Germany. He was one of 16 peo-
ple arrested across the central state 
of Hesse, as 1,100 police searched 
flats, businesses and mosques.

The man is also wanted by Tuni-
sian authorities over a jihadist at-
tack on the Bardo Museum in Tunis.

Twenty-one tourists and a Tuni-
sian were killed in March 2015.

Many of the victims were British, 
Japanese, French, Italian or Colom-
bian.

Authorities in Frankfurt said 
Wednesday’s operation was the re-
sult of a four-month investigation. 
They had evidence Islamists were 
preparing an attack, but described 
the planning as in its early stages.

Those arrested are aged between 
16 and 46 and are suspected of help-
ing a foreign terrorist group and of 
planning serious violence. Three 
men were held in separate raids 
in Berlin late on Tuesday which 
included a mosque that Tunisian 
jihadist Anis Amri visited shortly 
before driving a heavy goods lorry 
into a crowded Christmas market in 
December, killing 12 people.

One of the three detained was 
said to be in charge of the Fussilet 
mosque, which has been described 
as a base for radical Muslims in 
Berlin. Amri had spent four years 
in jail in Italy before travelling to 
Germany but repeated attempts to 
send him back to Tunisia had failed 
because officials there said he had 
no documents.

German arrests: 
Key Tunisian 

among 16 held in 
raids on jihadist 

suspects
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New Delhi, Feb 1 (IANS) Aiming 
to make India a global electronics 
manufacturing hub, the govern-
ment on Wednesday hiked the al-
location for the Modified Special 
Incentive Package Scheme (M-
SIPS) and the Electronics Develop-
ment Fund (EDF) to “an all-time 
high” of Rs 745 crore -- a move 
welcomed by some of the leading 
smartphone players.  “A number of 
global leaders and mobile manu-
facturers have set up production 
facilities in India. I have, therefore, 
exponentially increased the allo-
cation for incentive schemes like 
M-SIPS and EDF to Rs 745 crore in 
2017-18. This is an all-time high,” 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said 
while presenting the Union Budget 
2017-18.  “We are also creating an 
eco-system to make India a global 
hub for electronics manufacturing. 
Over 250 investment proposals for 
electronics manufacturing have 
been received in the last two years, 

totalling an investment of Rs 1.26 
lakh crore,” Jaitley added.  “The 
allocation of Rs 745 crore is a wel-
come move which will provide im-
petus to local component manu-
facturing in the electronics sector,” 
Rajesh Agarwal, co-founder, Mic-
romax Informatics, told IANS.  Ac-
cording to Manish Sharma, Presi-
dent and CEO, Panasonic India 
and South Asia, the budget allocat-
ed towards MSIPs and EPF looks 
progressive and will surely reduce 
dependency on imports in the in-
dustry.   “Also, the government’s 
move on imposing a 2 percent spe-
cial additional duty on populated 
printed circuit boards (PCB) used 
for mobile phones imported into 
the country will provide adequate 
protection to the domestic indus-
try and give the necessary impetus 
to ‘Make in India under the GST re-
gime,” Sharma told IANS. 

The M-SIPS scheme provides 
capital subsidy of 20 per cent in 

SEZ (25 per cent in non-SEZ) for 
units engaged in electronics man-
ufacturing. It also provides for 
reimbursements of countervail-
ing duty(CVD)/excise for capital 
equipment for the non-SEZ units.  

“We are positive that the govern-
ment has increased allocation and 
incentives in schemes like M-SIPS 
and EDF that will provide the nec-
essary push to the mobile and in-
ternet manufacturing economy,” 
said Arvind R Vohra, Country CEO 
and MD, Gionee India.  

For Sudhir Kumar, CEO, itel Mo-
bile India, the allocation has sig-
nificant prospects for smartphone 
manufacturing brands.   “The Fi-
nance Minister has included pro-
visions meant to boost electronic 
manufacturing by promoting M-
SIPS and EDF. Such policies would 
promote indigenous manufactur-
ers and attract innovation and 
technology prowess engineered by 
foreign countries,” Kumar noted.

Smartphone makers hail higher 
allocation for electronics 

3.5 crore youth to acquire 
skills under SANKALP

New Delhi, Feb 1 (IANS) Initially set up to im-
prove roads in the northeast, a fledgling state-
owned company has now seen its mandate ex-
panded to cover other hill states as well as the 
Andaman and Nicobar islands, where it is under-
taking an ambitious sea-link project in the strate-
gically important archipelago that is being devel-
oped as a maritime hub.

  The two-km, Rs 1,000 crore sea link across a 
sliver of the Bay of Bengal is part of the over Rs 
4,000-crore worth of projects undertaken in the 
Andamans by the National Highways Infrastruc-
ture Development Corporation Ltd (NHIDCL), 
which achieved “Mini Ratna” status in only its 
second year of existence.  The company, which 
has garnered projects worth a whopping Rs 
100,000 crore ($14 billion) since its inception in 
July 2014, will also be building around 360 km of 
modern roads across the islands that suffer from 

poor connectivity and lack of infrastructure.  The 
infrastructure focus is part of a larger Rs 10,000 
crore plan to transform the Andaman and Nico-
bar islands into the country’s first maritime hub. 
Considering the territory’s strategic importance, 
the governments wants to develop infrastructure 
in the territory, including dry docks and roads, 
among others.  The sea link, between Bamboo Flat 
on the South Andaman and Chatham island, will 
cut down travel time from three hours to 15 min-
utes. While this is the showpiece project, there are 
several others that are key to better connectivity in 
the Andamans, according to Anand Kumar, Man-
aging Director, NHIDCL. 

“The Ministry of Road Transport and High-
ways has transferred the road upgradation of 
Andaman-Trunk (AT) Road to NHIDCL,” Kumar, 
told IANS, adding that the project includes con-
struction of two bridges of 1.5 km over Humphrey 

Straight Creek and Middle Straight Creek at a cost 
of Rs 423 crore and an execution deadline of three 
years.  “NHIDCL has moved quickly and obtained 
forest clearance for Humphrey Straight Creek and 
is likely to award the work at a cost of Rs 232 crore 
(soon),” said Kumar, a 1984 batch IAS officer of 
the Kerala cadre.  Promising that the construction 
of AT Road will be done to global standards, Ku-
mar said: “We are also likely to award (a part) of 
the work for AT Road at the cost of Rs 136 crore 
over the next week. The work should be over in 
18 months.”  Kumar said the designing of the sea 
link connecting Bamboo Flat and Chatham Island 
is in DPR (Detailed Project Report) preparation 
stage and the work should be awarded within 
one month.  Kumar -- who has been leading the 
NHIDCL since its inception -- has also successful-
ly obtained the long-pending clearance from the 
Navy for the construction of the bridges.

New Delhi, Feb 1 (IANS) Aimed 
at enhancing the skilled workforce, 
Union Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley on Wednesday announced a Rs 
4,000 crore SANKALP programme 
under which 3.5 crore youth will 
be given market relevant training. 
Allocating Rs 3,016 crore to the 
Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship in his budget, 
Jaitley said 5 lakh people will be 
given mason training in the next 
five years and announced setting 
up 100 India International Skills 
Centres, offering advanced train-
ing including courses in foreign 
languages.  “We propose to launch 

the Skill Acquisition and Knowl-
edge Awareness for Livelihood Pro-
motion programme (SANKALP) at 
a cost of Rs 4,000 crores. SANKALP 
will provide market relevant train-
ing to 3.5 crore youth,” Jaitley said 
presenting the Union Budget for 
2017-18.  Jaitley in his budget allo-
cated Rs 3,016 crore as against Rs 
2,173 crore last year.  He said under 
the next phase of Skill Strengthen-
ing for Industrial Value Enhance-
ment (STRIVE), the government 
will be spending Rs 2,200 crore.  
STRIVE focuses on improving the 
quality and market relevance of 
vocational training provided in In-

dustrial Training Institutes (ITIs) 
and strengthen the apprentice-
ship programmes through indus-
try cluster approach. The minister 
also announced  tending Pradhan 
Mantri Kaushal Kendras (PMKK) 
to 600 districts across the country. 
The vocational training centres are 
currently being promoted in more 
than 60 districts.   The minister 
also announced increasing the al-
location for Deendayal Antyodaya 
Yojana- National Rural Livelihood 
Mission for promotion of skill de-
velopment and livelihood oppor-
tunities for people in rural areas to 
Rs 4,500 crore for the year.

Andaman & Nicobar set for infra 
makeover - thanks to a ‘Mini Ratna’

Indian Oil hikes jet fuel prices, 
cuts non-subsidised LPG rate

New York, Feb 1 (IANS) In a bid 
to display more relevant stories on 
its News Feed, Facebook has rolled 
out fresh changes with new signals 
to “better identify and rank authen-
tic content”. The changes will also 
have a new real-time prediction al-
gorithm to spot stories that might be 
relevant to you faster. 

According to a report in Next Web 

on Wednesday, Facebook’s new sig-
nals tap one of its core values -- au-
thentic communication -- to bring 
stories to your News Feed that have 
a higher chance of resonating, and 
not those considered “misleading, 
sensational, or spammy”.  Facebook 
considers signals like your proxim-
ity to the person or page posting, or 
likes, comments and shares to rank 

content.  To do this, “Facebook first 
attempts to identify pages known 
for posting spam or trying to game 
the algorithm through means it 
deems inappropriate, like asking 
for likes, shares, or comments. This 
data is then used to train a model to 
continually identify these types of 
posts in an attempt to keep them out 
of your News Feed,” the report said.  
If some posts are hidden, that indi-
cates that such content is not meant 
for a particular user, contrary to the 
authentic content which will appear 
higher in your News Feed.  

Facebook is also trying to be faster 
at spotting authentic content and 
making it appear on the user’s News 
Feed.  This update notes how uni-
versal signals change in real time.   
“For example, if an article from The 
Washington Post (a page you sub-
scribe to) is generating a lot of buzz, 
the algorithm will deem this impor-
tant and place it higher in your feed, 
quicker,” the report added.

Facebook News Feed to show 
more authentic, timely stories

Gurgaon, Feb 1 (IANS) The Indi-
an market is estimated to ship 270 
million mobile phones in 2017, of 
which 130 million (48 per cent) 
will be smartphones, Gurgaon-
based market research firm Cy-
berMedia Research (CMR) said on 
Wednesday. Samsung continues 
to remain the leader and its im-
mediate next ‘floating’ competitor 
is still half the size in market share 
by volume.   “However, as we see 
most of the action taking place 
this year in sub-Rs 10,000 catego-
ry, Samsung will have to consider 
further strengthening this low-
value, high-volume segment by 
offering a wide range of platform,” 
the CMR report said.   Among the 
Chinese brands -- Lenovo, Oppo, 
Vivo and Xiaomi -- have carved a 
strong position in the Indian mar-

ket and collectively they shipped 
75 per cent of the smartphones.   
“Indian smartphone market is 
very dynamic in nature and the 
key is to come up with innova-
tive products, future technology 
at a good price point and brand 
success will depend a lot on the 
amalgamation of these factors,” 
said Sudhin Mathur, Executive 
Director, Lenovo Mobile Business 
Group, India.  Other brands like 
Honor (Huawei) started off late in 
full swing while OnePlus is a niche 
brand, limiting their addressable 
market.  “Though the crossover 
may still not happen in 2017, in 
terms of smartphone shipment 
proportion exceeding feature 
phones, they will finish very close 
to each other during the year,” the 
report added.

New Delhi, Feb 1 (IANS) The 
union cabinet on Wednesday 
approved the amendments in 
the Constitution (Scheduled 
Castes) Order, 1950, to modify 
the list of SC in Odhisha.

The cabinet, chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, also 
approved amending the Consti-
tution (Pondicherry) Scheduled 
Castes Order, 1964, to change 
the name of the union territory 

from Pondicherry to Puduch-
erry.  “The Constitution (Sched-
uled Castes) Orders (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2017, incorporating 
the above changes, will be in-
troduced in the parliament,” an 
official statement said. 

It said the proposal of Sual-
giri/Swalgiri caste was eligible 
for inclusion as a synonym of 
Sabakhia caste in the list of SC 
in Odisha.

India to ship 270 mn 
mobile phones in 2017

PM Kaushal Kendras to be 
extended to all over the country

New Delhi, Feb 1 (IANS) From 
poverty free Panchayats to 100 per 
cent electrification of villages by 
May 2019 and majorly hiking the 
MNREGA fund, Union Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley on Wednes-
day focused on rural India.

In his Budget speech, Jaitley said 
that 100 per cent electrification of 
villages will be achieved by May 1, 
2019. The government has allocat-

ed Rs 4,843 crore for electrification 
in financial year 2017-18.  The Fi-
nance Minister also announced 24 
per cent hike for Rural Agricultural 
and allied sectors as compared to 
last year, allocating Rs 1,87,223 
crore for financial year 2017-18.  
Announcing to build one crore 
houses in rural areas in the next 
one year, Jaitley allocated Rs 23,000 
crore for 2017-18 against Rs 15,000 

crore allocated last year.  Stating 
that over one crore households 
live under poverty, the govern-
ment aims to make 50,000 Gram 
Panchayats “poverty free” in next 
year, he announced.   Stating that 
133 km of new rural-roads were 
paved every day in 2016-17 against 
73 km per day during 2011-14, Jait-
ley dedicated Rs 27,000 crore for 
rural roads for financial year 2017-
18 against Rs 19,000 crore last year.  
“100 per cent targets for roads were 
achieved in the Left wing extrem-
ist areas during the last financial 
year,” Jaitley said in Parliament. 

Speaking of Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guar-
antee Act (MGNREGA), Jaitley in-
formed that participation of wom-
en in the scheme has increased 
from 45 per cent to 55 per cent. The 
Finance Minister announced that 
budget for MNREGA has been in-
creased to Rs 48,000 crore for 2017-
18 from Rs 36,500 crore in 2016-17. 

Jaitley also announced that for 
better monitoring, geo-tagging of 
all MGNREGA assets is being done 
and space technology will be used 
for better transparency. He in-
formed that five lakh farm ponds 
and 10 lakh pits were fully achieved 
in 2016-17 and about 10 lakh farm 
ponds will be completed by March 
2017 under MGNREGA.

Complete rural electrification by 
2019, hike in MNREGA fund: Jaitley

New Delhi, Feb 1 (IANS) State-run Indian Oil 
Corp hiked the price of aviation turbine fuel 
(ATF) or jet fuel by 2.9 per cent to Rs 1,539 per 
kilolitre (kl), effective from Wednesday, the com-
pany announced. ATF now costs Rs 54,079.63 per 
kl here. Prices vary at airports depending on lo-
cal taxes.  The oil marketer, however, cut by Rs 
66.50 the rate of the non-subsidised liquefied 
petroleum gas cylinder of 14.2 kg, which custom-
ers purchase at market price after exhausting 
the subsidised quota.  A non-subsidised 14.2 kg 

cooking gas cylinder now costs Rs 651.50 here.  
State-run oil marketers revise ATF prices on the 
first of every month.   Aviation stocks, including 
those of SpiceJet, Jet Airways and IndiGo, fell fol-
lowing the hike in ATF prices. The stocks of Jet 
Airways went down by 3.75 per cent around 10.50 
a.m. to touch Rs 390.25.  SpiceJet’s scrip was low-
er by 2.08 per cent to Rs 63.50. IndiGo’s stocks 
were down 7.31 per cent to Rs 835.  As per avail-
able data, the Indian basket of crude oils closed 
trade on Monday at $54.63 per barrel.
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San Francisco, Feb 1 (IANS) Riding 
on the success of iPhone 7 and Apple 
Watch, the Cupertino-based company on 
Wednesday announced an all-time record 
revenue of $78.4 billion -- with a record 
quarterly earnings per diluted share of 
$3.36 -- for the first quarter of 2017 that 
ended on December 31. The results com-
pare to revenue of $75.9 billion and earn-
ings per diluted share of $3.28 in the year-
ago quarter.  International sales accounted 
f or 64 per cent of the quarter’s revenue, 
the company said in a statement.  Apple 
shares rose three per cent in after-hours 
trading following the results.  “We sold 
more iPhones than ever before and set all-
time revenue records for iPhone, Services, 
Mac and Apple Watch,” said Tim Cook, 
Apple’s CEO.  “Revenue from Services grew 
strongly over last year, led by record cus-
tomer activity on the App Store, and we are 

very excited about the products in our pipe-
line,” he said.  Apple faced falling revenue 
for three consecutive quarters as Chinese 
competition hit sales of its flagship iPhone 
series.  But iPhone7 changed Apple’s for-
tune in 2017 first quarter. The company 
sold 78.3 million iPhones, up from 74.8 mil-
lion a year before.  “It reported revenue of 
$54.3 billion from iPhone sales, along with 
$7.2 billion from the Mac, $5.5 billion from 
the iPad and $4 billion from other products, 
including the Apple Watch,” BBC reported.  
“Our outstanding business performance re-
sulted in a new all-time record for earnings 
per share, and over $27 billion in operating 
cash flow,” said Luca Maestri, Apple’s CFO.  
“We returned nearly $15 billion to investors 
through share repurchases and dividends 
during the quarter, bringing cumulative 
payments through our capital return pro-
gram to over $200 billion,” Maestri added. 

New Delhi, Feb 1 
(IANS) Canadian smart-
phone maker BlackBerry 
on Wednesday updated 
its crisis communication 
platform “AtHoc” with 
enhanced mobile alert 
functionality, upgraded 
map-based experiences 
for emergency operators 
and other performance 
improvements. “AtHoc” 
enables organisations to 
communicate with people 
through numerous devices 
and empowers those to cre-

ate their own permission-
based network to establish 
interoperable communica-
tion with other organisa-
tions in the community.   
“By automating this pro-
cess and reducing the 
burden of translations, we 
are helping organisations 
reach personnel quickly 
during a crisis, without 
language becoming a bar-
rier when response time is 
critical,” said Oded Shekel, 
Vice President of Product 
Management at BlackBer-

ry AtHoc, in a statement.  
“AtHoc” now delivers up 
to 50 per cent faster page 
loads in the product areas 
used most often, taking less 
time to start communica-
tion during a crisis to keep 
people and organisations 
safe.  New custom map lay-
ering makes targeting users 
faster for global organisa-
tions and includes native 
language support for in-
ternational customers that 
leads to improved safety 
during a crisis. 

New Delhi, Feb 1 (IANS) 
Automobile major Maruti 
Suzuki India on Wednes-
day reported a surge of 
27.10 per cent in its month-
ly sales for last month. Ac-
cording to the company, its 
sales during the month un-
der review rose to 144,396 
units from 113,606 units 
sold during the corre-
sponding month last year.  
For January, the company’s 
domestic sale was up 25.9 
per cent to 133,934 units 

from 106,383 units.  Simi-
larly, exports surged by 44.8 
per cent with 10,462 units 
shipped out, up from 7,223 
units sold abroad in Janu-
ary 2016.  Segment-wise, 
sales of passenger cars rose 
by 25.7 per cent to 133,768 
units against 106,383 units.  
The sales of utility vehicles 
increased by a whopping 
101 per cent to 16,313 units. 
  The off-take in the van seg-
ment increased by 34.9 per 
cent to 14,179 units.

Hyderabad, Feb 1 (IANS) Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley presented a bal-
anced budget, underlined by the con-
tinued push to using technology to aid 
a digital economy, said Microsoft India 
President Anant Maheshwari. He be-
lieves the budget’s focus on extending 
market relevant training for the youth 
and setting up 100 international skill 
centres across the country is a positive 
move. The emphasis on science and 
technology for students and launch 
of SWAYAM would further empower 
India’s youth for the future, he said.  
Maheshwari welcomed the increasing 
focus on cybersecurity, which is criti-
cal to securing the economy’s digital 
transformation.  The reduction of cor-
porate tax for MSMEs is a welcome 
move and will boost the economic 
growth, he added.  Suman Reddy, 

MD, Pegasystems India, also feels it is 
a well-balanced budget.   “The budget 
has been set to positively impact the 
general public as well as the business 
community through economic reforms 
to accelerate growth and promote 
investment,” he said.  “As expected, 
the budget reflects the government’s 
strong stance to tackle our tax non-
compliant society and eliminate black 
money,” he added.   “The government’s 
approach to provide relief and promote 
digital economy among individuals as 
well as companies through lowering 
of tax slabs, provision of exemptions, 
reduction of customs duty and cap-
ping of cash transactions; is a definite 
change we can all look forward to,” 
Reddy said. V. Rajanna, Vice President 
and Regional Head, TCS Ltd, termed 
the budget positive and reformative.  

Mumbai, Feb 1 (IANS) 
Indian equities markets on 
Wednesday augmented on 
the back of positive bud-
getary announcements 
and a strong rupee to hit a 
three-month closing high. 
Besides, positive global 
cues, inflow of foreign 
funds and healthy buying 
was witnessed in automo-
bile, banking and capital 
goods sectors supporting 
the upward trajectory.   The 
key indices closed above 
their psychological levels 
with appreciable gains of 
more than 1.50 per cent 
each.  The wider 51-scrip 
Nifty of the National Stock 
Exchange (NSE) surged 
by 155 points or 1.81 per 
cent, to 8,716.30 points.  
The barometer 30-scrip 
sensitive index (Sensex) 
of the BSE, which opened 
at 27,669.08 points, closed 
at 28,141.64 points -- up 
485.68 points or 1.76 per 
cent, from the previous 
close at 27,655.96 points.  
The Sensex touched a high 
of 28,159.54 points and 
a low of 27,590.10 points 
during the intra-day trade.  
The BSE market breadth 
was in favour of the bulls 
-- with 1,913 advances 
and 915 declines.  In ad-

dition, the BSE mid-cap 
index rose by 1.77 per 
cent, while the BSE small-
cap index was up by 1.68 
per cent.  On Tuesday, 
negative global cues and 
outflow of foreign funds 
pulled the benchmark in-
dices lower. The NSE Nifty 
edged down 71.45 points 
or 0.83 per cent, to close 
at 8,561.30 points, while 
the BSE Sensex was down 
193.60 points or 0.70 per 
cent to 27,655.96 points. 
“The S&P BSE Sensex and 
the Nifty 50 both hit more 
than three-month high 
today and closed above 
their psychological levels,” 
Vijay Singhania, Founder 
and Director of broker-
age firm Trade Smart 
Online, told IANS. “Buy-
ing was triggered as there 
was no mention of long-
term capital gains tax in 
the budget speech as was 
the fear among investors, 
while firmness in global 
stocks also supported 
the rally.” According to 
Dhruv Desai, Director and 
Chief Operating Officer of 
Tradebulls, a long build 
up was seen during the 
intra-day trade in many of 
the sectors, especially in 
infrastructure and small-

caps, owing to reduction 
in corporate tax for SME 
(small and medium en-
terprises) and the Union 
Budget’s focus on rural 
development and hous-
ing.   “The only sector that 
sulked today was the IT 
sector because of Trump’s 
policy against H-1B visa. 
Other than that all sectors 
traded in green,” Desai 
said.  “The only drawback 
was failure to reduce cor-
porate tax, but the equity 
markets took it in stride 
instead focusing on posi-
tive news of no changes in 
long term capital gain and 
also no change in the GST 
policy.” The Indian rupee 
strengthened by 39 paise 
to 67.48 against a US dollar 
from its previous close of 
67.87 to a greenback.  The 
provisional data with ex-
changes showed that for-
eign institutional investors 
(FIIs) purchased stocks 
worth Rs 92.73 crore, while 
the domestic institutional 
investors (DIIs) bought 
scrip worth Rs 1,133.74 
crore.  “Banking stocks 
remained in the limelight 
as the expectations of rate 
cut have increased with 
food prices stable,” Sing-
hania added.  “Auto stocks 

gained as focus on rural 
sector and cut in tax rate 
on household incomes 
in the budget will boost 
demand.”  Sector-wise, 
the S&P BSE automobile 
index increased by 753.97 
points, followed by the 
banking index, which rose 
by 615.42 points, and the 
capital goods index, which 
edged up by 322 points.  
on the other hand, the 
S&P BSE IT index plunged 
by 119.44 points, the 
healthcare index declined 
by 47.71 points, and the 
Teck (technology, media 
and entertainment) index 
slipped by 46.85 points.  
Major Sensex gainers on 

Wednesday were: Maruti 
Suzuki, up 4.69 per cent at 
Rs 6,172.85; Mahindra and 
Mahindra (M&M), up 4.64 
per cent at Rs 1,296.90; 
ITC, up 4.51 per cent at Rs 
269.70; ICICI Bank, up 4.40 
per cent at Rs 280.90; and 
State Bank of India (SBI), 
up 3.96 per cent at Rs 
270.30.  Major Sensex los-
ers were: Tata Consultancy 
Services (TCS), down 2.71 
per cent at Rs 2,169.45; In-
fosys, down 1.37 per cent 
at Rs 916.55; NTPC, down 
1.27 per cent at Rs 170.55; 
Sun Pharma, down 1.06 
per cent at Rs 624.85; and 
ONGC, down 0.94 per cent 
at Rs 200.25.

Equities gain on budgetary 
sops, strong rupee

iPhone 7 helps Apple hit 
all-time record revenue

BlackBerry updates its crisis 
communication software Maruti Suzuki’s 

January sales up 27 
per cent

Balanced budget by 
Jaitley: Microsoft 

India head

United Nations, Feb 1 
(IANS) The UN Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) launched an 
appeal of $3.3 billion to pro-
vide emergency assistance 
in 48 countries around the 
globe, against the backdrop 
of children driven from their 
homes due to conflict, disas-
ters and climate change.

A total of 48 million chil-
dren living through some 
of the world’s worst con-
flicts and other humanitar-
ian emergencies will benefit 
from Unicef’s 2017 appeal, 
which was launched on Janu-
ary 31, Xinhua news agency 
cited a UN press release. 

“From Syria to Yemen and 

Iraq, from South Sudan to 
Nigeria, children are under 
direct attack, their homes, 
schools and communities in 
ruins, their hopes and futures 
hanging in the balance,” the 
press release noted.  “In to-
tal, almost one in four of the 
world’s children lives in a 
country affected by conflict 
or disaster,” it added.  The 
UN agency fears that an es-
timated 7.5 million children 
will face severe acute malnu-
trition across the majority of 
appeal countries.  Unicef’s 
Humanitarian Action for 
Children sets out the agen-
cy’s 2017 appeal and its goals 
to provide children with ac-
cess to safe water, nutrition, 
education, health and pro-
tection in some of the world’s 
worst conflicts and humani-
tarian emergencies. 

The largest single compo-
nent of the appeal, or $1.4 
billion, is for children and 
families caught up in the con-
flict in Syria, which will soon 
enter its seventh year. This 
also includes Syrian refugees 
in neighbouring countries. 
With enough funding, Uni-
cef hopes to reach 81 million 
people, including 48 million 
children with access to safe 
water, nutrition, education, 
health and protection.  Uni-
cef is particularly concerned 
about another slow-burning 
threat -- malnutrition.  “Mal-
nutrition is a silent threat to 
millions of children,” Fon-
taine said. “The damage it 
does can be irreversible, rob-
bing children of their mental 
and physical potential. In its 
worst form, severe malnutri-
tion can be deadly.”

Unicef launches appeal of $3.3 bn to 
children affected by conflict, disasters
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IND V ENG, 3RD T20 :  Chahal Six-for-25 derails England chase

BANGALORE  FEB 1  (IANS) :   Chahal 
completes his first five-wicket haul in T20Is.  
Chahal with jersey number 6 and 6 wickets 
in the game leads the home side out of the 
field. Yuvraj lifted Chahal like a baby after he 
claimed his last wicket.

 A happy Indian unit out there at the 
Chinnaswamy. But, hang on! What 
happened in the last 20 minutes? Need to 
catch a breath to summarize the collapse.

Alan Wilkins: England want to be on that 
plane home tonight. Is there one? The way 
they have batted suggested they had a flight 
for London laid on. But Chahal and Mishra 
have been tormentors. England cannot 
play leg-spin. Back to the drawing board. 
Airport first.

India win by 75 runs! England end up 
losing their last eight wickets in 19 deliveries! 
That’s how spectacular a collapse this was! 
Mills ends up getting a bottom-edge off his 

bat, with the ball carrying away to Kohli in 
the slips for England’s resistance to come 
to an end in this match!

So, for the third time in this series, the 
matchwinner has been a bowler. Chahal’s 
three-wicket over was remarkable, and India 
made their pressure and accuracy count, 
though England lost their heads completely, 
once Root had thrown away his wicket. John 
Ryan agrees. 

“You can always rely on England to make 
a balls of it,” he thunders, “this is one of the 
most pathetic collapses you will ever see… 
119-2 to 127-9. Disgraceful.”

On most days, you should fancy the 
chasing side, especially at this venue. A 
tight 13th over from Mishra followed by a 
two-wicket over from Chahal just tilted the 
game in India’s favour. The visitors could 
not recover after that as they lost their last 8 
wickets for 8 runs.

Yuvraj Singh: “I thought I’ll take my time 
for one or two overs. You always have time 
in T20. Bangalore has always been a batting 
paradise. It was gripping a bit, bit of spin, 
but batting paradise. 

Andre Russell 
gets one-year 
ban for doping 
breach

SYDNEY  FEB 1  (IANS) : West Indian 
all-rounder Andre Russell has been 
banned from all cricket for a year over 
a doping code violation, his Australian 
Twenty20 club said on Wednesday.

The 28-year-old did not file his 
whereabouts on three occasions in 2015 as 
required, which constitutes a failed drugs 
test under World Anti-Doping Agency 
(WADA) guidelines. His punishment 
was handed down by the Jamaican Anti-
Doping Commission on Tuesday.

“We are devastated for Andre,” said 
Sydney Thunder general manager Nick 
Cummins, in confirming the outcome.

“We haven’t seen the written judgement, 
but given the circumstances surrounding 
the filing failures we thought he had a 
good chance of being exonerated.

“We will monitor the appeals process 
and assess our options.”

Under WADA’s whereabouts rules, elite 
athletes must supply details of where they 
will be for one hour each day to facilitate 
drug tests. Russell played the first five games 
of the Big Bash League this year for Thunder 
before withdrawing due to injury and being 
replaced by international teammate Carlos 
Brathwaite. Sydney Thunder director of 
cricket Mike Hussey said he felt for Russell. 

“I feel for him. He’s been going through 
a really tough time of late with all the 
‘whereabouts’ saga going on and he’s been 
waiting to hear the finding of that hearing,” 
Hussey told the Cricket Australia website. 
“I want him to go away and get better 
physically but also mentally.”

Davis Cup: Amritraj’s India gear up for Kiwis
PUNE  FEB 1  (IANS) : Anand Amritraj, 

India’s non-playing Davis Cup captain, said 
that the hosts would finalise their doubles 
combination only on Friday night after the 
completion of two singles matches on the 
first day.

India play New Zealand in an Asia/
Oceania Group 1 match on the blue-and-
green hardcourt at Shiv Chhatrapati Sports 
Complex from Friday to Sunday. Both teams 
need to win two more ties to book a berth in 
the 16-team World Group for 2018.

“We will assess the tie score and how the 
singles players are feeling after Friday’s 
matches; and take a call on the doubles team 
accordingly,” said Anand, who will captain in 
his last Davis Cup tie. AITA has announced 
that Mahesh Bhupathi will take over from 
Anand. India have picked three singles 
players for the tie - Saketh Myneni, Yuki 
Bhambri and Ramkumar Ramanathan - with 
Leander Paes the lone doubles specialist. 
Their best hope lies in Saketh (world No. 199) 

getting to play first on Friday against Jose 
Statham (No. 418). That will give him more 
rest in comparison with playing the second 
singles for the doubles rubber with Paes the 
next day against the pair of Artem Sitak (No. 
61) and Michael Venus (No. 38). And even 
if Ramkumar or Yuki play the doubles with 
Paes, a chance to open the proceedings with 
Saketh will work for India.

According to Davis Cup regulations, 
barring tactical changes, the highest ranked 
player from either side Saketh and Finn 
Tearney (414) in this case will play the 
fourth match of the tie. The sequence of the 
first-day singles matches will be decided via 
a draw ceremony on Thursday morning.

Tearney (world No. 414) will play against 
either Yuki (378) or Ramkumar (276) on 
Friday. Going by the practice session on 
Tuesday, former Australian Open junior 
champion Yuki appears ready. Though his 
ranking is inferior to Ramkumar’s at the 
moment, Yuki has been a top-100 player.

DUBAI FEB 1  (IANS) : Tiger Woods flew 
on a commercial airline for the first time 
in a decade and will be hoping that does 
not harm his prospects at this week’s 
Dubai Desert Classic.

The former number one, now 
languishing down in 666 in the world 
rankings, saw his long-awaited PGA Tour 
comeback come to an abrupt end at the 
Farmers Insurance Open last week as 
he tumbled out of the tournament after 
missing the cut.

Woods, 41, out for more than a year 
with a back injury, travelled to Dubai in 
the middle of a five-week stretch in which 
he plays four tournaments as he battles to 
return to some semblance of the form that 
made him a 14-time major champion.

He usually flies private but took a 
commercial airliner -- ESPN said this 
was because of the convenience of a 
non-stop option from Los Angeles -- but 

Woods appeared tired after the pro-am 
on Wednesday.

The player estimated it was the first 
time in at least 10 years that he had flown 
commerical, ESPN said.

Nevertheless he told reporters he was 
in Dubai -- where he has twice been a 
winner -- with just one aim.

“If I’m teeing it up, the goal is to win it,” 
said the American. “Whether I’m injured, 
coming off an injury or I’m playing well or 
I’m playing poorly, if I’m in the event, it’s 
to win the event.”

Woods faces stiff competition at the 
European Tour event, which also features 
British Open champion Henrik Stenson 
and Masters champion Danny Willett.

While admitting that there is a change 
of the guard with the likes of Willett 
emerging, Woods said he took inspiration 
from Roger Federer’s Australian Open 
tennis victory at the age of 35 and after a 

long injury layoff.
“For him to come back, after having to 

take that much time off, and for him to 
get the timing, that’s the hardest part,” 
said Woods. “As you get older you change 
your game and you do things slightly 
differently, and he did that.”

Stenson, who finished in the top 10 in 
Abu Dhabi in his first tournament of the 
year, was hoping to improve on that, on 
what was his home course for nearly 10 
years when he was a resident of Dubai, 
before moving to Florida.

“I think it’s obviously a golf course that 
suits my game. I won here in 2007 and 
had some other good finishes,” he said.

“But I think also having had Dubai as 
my base for 10 years, I’m very familiar 
with the golf course.

“I played it many, many times, and just 
the feel of being home again, seeing the 
familiar faces, it feels great.”

Woods flies commercial for Dubai title assault

Olympics: Life goes on for 'disappointed' Bolt after losing medal
MELBOURNE FEB 1  (IANS) : Sprinting 

great Usain Bolt is refusing to dwell on 
the disappointment of losing his Beijing 
Olympics 4x100 metres gold medal after 
his Jamaican team mate Nesta Carter 
tested positive for a banned stimulant.

Bolt, who completed a remarkable 
'treble treble' of 100m, 200m and 4x100m 
Olympic titles at the 2016 Rio Games, had 
his 2008 relay gold stripped last month 
after Carter's re-tested sample indicated 
he had taken methylhexaneamine.

Not a bird, nor a plane but ‘Lightning 
Bolt’ - the fastest man in the world over 
100m and 200m. The Jamaican struck 
his trademark sky-pointing pose while 
sprinting to triple gold at the Beijing 
Olympic Games, smashing three world 
records without breaking sweat, and did 
the double double with sprint wins at 
London 2012.

The International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) ordered Carter, who has already 
said he would appeal the decision to 

the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), 
and team mates Bolt, Asafa Powell and 
Michael Frater to return their medals.

"Initially (I was) disappointed, of 
course," Bolt told reporters at Melbourne 
Airport as he arrived ahead of the Nitro 
Athletics series. "But in life, things 
happen. I'm not sad... I'm just waiting to 
see what's going to happen. "But I gave 
up my medal." Powell, who served a six-
month doping ban for a positive test in 
2013, was as phlegmatic as his storied 
compatriot.

“It’s very unfortunate and we have to 
look to the future,” Powell said. “We’ve 
accomplished a lot and we just need to be 
positive about everything right now.

“I’m in no position to say what should 
and should not be (banned). It is what it 
is. Some things aren’t fair.”

Bolt will lead an international team of 
“All Stars” in the Nitro Athletics series 
in Melbourne against four other teams 
representing England, China, New 

Zealand and Japan. The first meeting 
is on February 4, with the other two on 
February 9 and 11.

HIGHLIGHTS
Bolt had his 2008 relay gold 
stripped last month after 
Carter’s re-tested sample 
indicated he had taken banned 
stimulant.
IOC ordered Carter and team 
mates Bolt, Powell and Frater 
to return their medals.
“Initially disappointed, of 
course, but in life, things 
happen. I’m not sad... I’m just 
waiting to see what’s going to 
happen,” Bolt said.

IND 202/6 (20.0 Ovs)- ENG 
127-all out (16.3 Ovs)  
India won by 75 runs



Here's a family portrait of Shah Rukh Khan, Gauri 
Khan, Aryan Khan, Suhana Khan, AbRam Khan 

that's is going to break the internet soon!
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Beyhadh: Jennifer Winget and 
Kushal Tandon to set the screen 
afire with some sizzling intimacy

Beyhadh has become the most watched show 
online and the success is much deserved. A 
tale of love and obsession, it has Jennifer Win-
get’s putting in perhaps the best performance 
of her career so far. Right now, the wedding 
of Maya (Jennifer Winget) and Arjun (Kushal 
Tandon) is about to happen and the two actors 
are in their stylish best. Last night, we saw how 
Maya’s haldi was spoilt by her father Ashwin 
(Rajesh Khattar) who barged in and harassed 
her. Maya was left fuming and inconsolable 
as he threatened to reveal her psychiatric dis-
order before the world. She shuts herself in a 
room and Arjun walks in with haldi. We will 
see a damn hot sequence tonight when Arjun 
will apply haldi on Maya. She will take on the 
avatar of a seductress and he will be totally 
floored. Get set for some intimate moments on 
the show. Beyhadh is known for the hot chem-
istry between ArYa but tonight we will see inti-
macy, which is a few notches higher. Jennifer 
is wearing a green lehenga choli and looking 
totally stunning. Kushal is in a white kurta. We 
are sure fans are very excited for this.  In the 
coming days, the story of love will take on a 
thrilling twist with Maya killing Ashwin. It will 
create a rift between Jhanvi (Kavita Ghai) and 
her, which will be the highlight of the show. 
We are yet to know why Maya is as troubled as 
she is? Stay tuned to Bollywood Life for more 
scoop and updates.

Shah Rukh Khan‘s family pictures always manage to 
break the internet. Remember the recent photoshoot 
done by Avinash Gowarikar? Although the shoot 
mainly took place for Gauri Khan, it was a delight to see 
the entire family come together for the photoshoot. 
The entire family was a part of the shoot and you can 
tell how phenomenal the result of the same were. But 
guess what, once again, the family has come together 
for a magazine photoshoot that focuses on Gauri and 
how she is the First Lady of Bollywood. Well, we can 
totally relate to it because she definitely is. We know 
pretty well how Gauri has interior designing as her full 
time job along with handling the production house, 

Red Chillies Entertainment which is jointly owned 
with Shah Rukh. We’ll divulge more on that later. For 
now, let’s focus on just how brilliant this portrait image 
is of the family. The men and women of the family 
look so elegant and dapper that we automatically feel 
like bowing down. Just look at the Khan boys all suited 
up. They definitely look their handsome best. Oh and 
notice, Shah Rukh and Aryan have a very similar way 
of posing for the camera. Okay, Khan’s eldest son 
doesn’t like flashing a smile but if you keep it aside, 
the sitting posture, the suit, the attitude, they’re all 
alike! Even little AbRam is getting there to learn the 
swag of his father and brother. 

Tiger Shroff took to Twitter to wish 
his dad Jackie Shroff on his birth-
day. In his small and sweet post he 
said that his father doesn’t look 60 
at all, and we totally agree. Who on 
this planet can say that Jackie is 60 
years old? He can still beat any hero, 
even when it comes to heropanti. 
The young actor had a pretty darn 
sweet message for his daddy as he 

tweeted, “Happy birthday daddd-
dyyyy @bindasbhidu long live the 
hero! #doesntlook60”. The actor 
may not be as close to his father as 
much as he is to his mother but this 
post definitely shows how much 
he looks upto his dad. He has actu-
ally even stated it at a lot of press 
interactions. Tiger Shroff and Jackie 
Shroff won our hearts with their ap-

pearance on the last episode of Kof-
fee with Karan 5. Especially, Jackie 
was total rockstar as he answered 
all the questions asked by Karan like 
the super swaggy king of of the chill, 
that he is. Their camaraderie made 
us wish for them to star in a movie 
together. And from the looks of it, 
they also have the option to star as 
each other’s best friends in the film, 
if not as father-son. While Jackie had 
many applause worthy moments 
on the show, Tiger was somewhat 
overshadowed. Though he did have 
a bright moment when he was asked 
what will he do if he switched places 
with Ranveer Singh for a day.Well, he 
had only one wish. “I’d give Deepika 
a big kiss and tell her no matter how 
many kisses I’ve done in Befikre, the 
most special one is with you. Every-
time I kiss you, is special,” said the 
actor. Also Read: Tiger Shroff would 
like to KISS Deepika Padukone 

Tiger will be next seen in Munna 
Michael, which also stars Nawazud-
din Siddiqui, Ronit Roy and Nidhhi 
Agerwal. Munna Michael will be 
directed by Sabbir Khan. We’ll also 
see him romance two newcomers 
in Student of the Year 2, that will be 
helmed by Karan Johar.

After Sonakshi Sinha kickstart-
ed Lakme Fashion Week Sum-
mer/Resort 2017, it is time for an-
other gennext star to continue the 
starry trend at this most presti-
gious fashion week. Today, Varun 
Dhawan will set the ramp on fire 
when he walks for the renowned 

designer Kunal Rawal. From what 
we hear, it is going to be one fab-
ulous show with Varun looking 
as dashing as always. He will be 
sporting a custom made embroi-
dered outfit with lots of different 
elements and prints on it. We 
will even see him wearing some 

newly designed shoes and acces-
sories. The show will take place at 
4 pm at the Jio Garden’s parking 
lot, which is situated at the Ban-
dra Kurla complex (Mumbai). A 
unique setting is being created in 
the parking lot, where the latest 
sports car of a luxury car brand will 
also be launched. Will Varun enter 
the ramp in the new car? Well, we 
will have to wait and watch out for 
that. Till then, stay tuned to Bol-
lywoodLife as we get you all the 
latest updates and pictures from 
Lakme Fashion Week Summer/
Resort 2017 right here.  Talking 
about Kunal, he burst into the 
fashion industry nearly a decade 
back and has established himself 
as a top designer in the menswear 
category. He has various clients 
and friends in B-town, like Varun 
Dhawan, Ranbir Kapoor, Sidharth 
Malhotra, Arjun Kapoor, Shahid 
Kapoor. His collection always has 
a lot of prints, tribal work, em-
broidery and accessories. We see 
him introducing new silhouettes 
every season and we expect to see 
the same this year too. Kunal is all 
about perfection and loves to cre-
ate a unique theme in every one of 
his shows. So get ready for a spec-
tacle once again this evening. Also 
Read: Lakme Fashion Week 2017: 
Sonakshi Sinha slays it sexy with 
one of a kind ramp walk – view 
HQ pics  Varun is also no stranger 
to fashion weeks as he has walked 
for various designers on a number 
of occasions. And we can’t wait to 
see him set the ramp on fire once 
again. 

Amitabh Bachchan, Anil Ka-
poor, Govinda, Akshay Kumar 
etc are few of the stars who are in 
awe of the live wire that is Ranveer 
Singh. Well, add one more name 

to the list and that name is none 
other than the superstar of Telugu 
cinema, Chiranjeevi. It all hap-
pened at the sangeet ceremony 
of GVK scion Keshav Reddy and 
Veena Reddy last weekend. Pres-
ent at the event were Shilpa Shet-
ty, Raveena Tandon, Dino Morea, 
Sooraj Pancholi, Manish Mal-
hotra, Sridevi and daughters Jhan-
vi and Khushi, Sara Ali Khan but as 
usual it was Ranveer Singh’s antics 
on the dance floor along with Chi-
ranjeevi that stole the limelight at 
the event. The pre-wedding ritu-

als began on Saturday at Hyder-
abad’s Taj Falaknuma Palace and 
were followed by a lavish wed-
ding ceremony, and reception 
party on January 29. A video that 
has surface on the web states the 
same. For some reasons the video 
is in slo-mo but one can see Chi-
ranjeevi dancing on his own song 
Ammadu Let’s Do Kummadu from 
his recent blockbuster Khaidi No 
150. As if the visual of Chiranjeevi 
dancing his heart out was not 
enough, Ranveer Singh joins him 
and sets the stage on fire.

When Ranveer Singh and 
Chiranjeevi set the stage on fire

Tiger Shroff has a sweet birthday 
wish for daddy Jackie Shroff, says 

he ‘doesn’t look 60’

Varun Dhawan will walk for 
Kunal Rawal at the Lakme 

Fashion Week Summer/Resort 

Nia Sharma gets slut-shamed for showing off 
her moves in an Instagram video and she has 

the perfect reply to shut haters up!
A few days back, Nia Sharma posted a few hot 

videos from a recent photo shoot on her Insta-
gram and while she looked every bit sexy in it, it 
didn’t go down well with her fans. Unintentional-
ly, the actress started a debate or war on feminism 
and sexism through these posts. We’re talking 
about her fans here. While a lot of people com-
mented on the posts calling her cheap, shameless 
and slut, there are some who are giving it back to 
these haters rather sensibly. Some fans are disap-
pointed with the actress and are even asking her 
to stay in her limits and not post such videos. 
This is not the first time an actress has been slut-
shammed on social media. A lot of onscreens 
bahus who shed their sanskari image off screen 
have been on the receiving end of social me-
dia haters. And to be honest, there is nothing 
really wrong with the video that Nia posted. 
And you will literally find two types of people if 
you go through the comments, the progressive 
kind and the regressive kind. The progressive 
kind will give you some hope that things might 
change for women soon


