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Mexico says paying for US border 
wall ‘totally unacceptable’

President accepts 
Meghalaya 

Governor’s resignation 

Two people have died in a light plane crash 
in Perth as a crowd celebrating Australia Day 
watched on.

The Grumman G-73 “Mallard” flying boat nose-
dived into Swan River in Western Australia’s capi-
tal just after 17:00 local time on Thursday.

Pilot Peter Lynch, 52, and his girlfriend Endah 
Cakrawati, 30, were the sole occupants, police 
said. An annual fireworks celebration, expected to 
draw 300,000 people to the river, was immediately 
cancelled.

Western Australia Police acting commissioner 
Stephen Brown said the cause of the crash was be-
ing investigated.

“I was actually standing on the Perth foreshore 
doing a live cross to one of the TV channels when 
the tragic events unfolded in the sky above me,” he 
said on Friday.

“It clearly had broken at least in two significant 
parts, and was sinking very quickly.” Mr Lynch 
was a father of three, according to Fortescue Met-
als Group, where he worked as a mining executive.

Ms Cakrawati was a public relations manager 
for Cokal, an Australian-listed coal company.

Berlin, Jan 27 (IANS) French President Fran-
cois Hollande on Friday said the Trump ad-
ministration is a “challenge” for Europe, which 
also faces the internal threat of rising extrem-
ism and populism. Hollande was speaking at a 
press conference in Berlin after a meeting with 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel.

“To be honest, there are challenges from the 
new US administration; challenges regarding 
rules of commerce, regarding the way we think 
conflicts across the world should be solved,” 
Hollande was quoted by RT online.

“Of course, we need to speak to Donald 
Trump, because he was elected by the US 
(citizens) to be their president, but we should 
speak to him from the European point of view, 
promoting our interests and values.”

Two die in plane crash watched by 
Australia Day crowd

Trump administration a 
‘challenge’ for Europe: Hollande
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Kohli slips, Dhoni rises 
slightly in ICC ODI 

rankings
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Bollywood actress Kareena Kapoor Khan 
spotted at Manish Malhotra’s house!

Jalandhar, Jan 27 (IANS) Dub-
bing the Congress as a “sinking 
ship” and “history”, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Friday 
called upon voters not to vote for 
the opposition party in the coming 

assembly elections in five states.
“The Congress is a sinking ship. 

The Congress is history. It is on its 
last breath,” Modi said at a joint 
election rally with Punjab Chief 
Minister and Shiromani Akali Dal 
(SAD) patron Parkash Singh Badal 
here.

The SAD and Bharatiya Janata 
Party run an alliance government 
in Punjab since 2007.

“The Congress has no principles 
or rules. To survive politically, the 
Congress, which joined hands 

with the Communists in West 
Bengal earlier after opposing them 
for decades, has now joined hands 
with the Samajwadi Party in Uttar 
Pradesh,” Modi said.

“The country has seen the poli-
tics of destruction for 70 years 
and the youths of this country are 
suffering due to it. If you want to 
do politics, do politics of devel-
opment,” Modi said while chal-
lenging the opposition parties to 
change the political discourse in 
the country.

Congress a sinking ship, is 
history, says PM Modi

Rahul slams Modi for aligning with ‘corrupt’ 
SAD, names Amarinder as CM face 

India becoming one of most 
transparent, open economies: 

FM Arun Jaitley 

Not visa ban, ‘extreme vetting’ 
for Pakistanis: Donald Trump

Salman, other stars plead 
not guilty in blackbuck 

poaching case

Washington, Jan 27 (IANS) 
US President Donald Trump 
in his first televised sit-down 
interview as US president has 
said Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
Saudi Arabia are not among 
countries that will face a visa 
ban to enter the country.

However, citizens of these 
countries will face “extreme 
vetting”, the US president said.

In an interview with ABC 
News, the US President was 
asked: “Why are we (America) 
going to allow people (from 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and 
Afghanistan) to come into this 
country...” To this, Trump an-
swered, “We’re going to have 
extreme vetting in all cases. 

And I mean extreme. And we’re 
not letting people in if we think 
there’s even a little chance of 
some problem.” “We are ex-
cluding certain countries. But 
for other countries, we’re gon-
na have extreme vetting. It’s 
going to be very hard to come 
in. Right now it’s very easy to 
come in. It’s gonna be very, 
very hard. I don’t want terror 
in this country,” he added.

The interview, broadcast on 
Thursday, was Trump’s first 
to a television channel since 
he took oath as President on 
January 20, and covered a 
wide range of subjects, from 
Obamacare to immigration to 
war against terrorists.

Jodhpur, Jan 27 (IANS) Bol-
lywood actor Salman Khan and 
his “Hum Saath-Saath Hain” 
co-stars Saif Ali Khan, Neelam 
Kothari, Sonali Bendre and 
Tabu, pleaded “not guilty” in an 
18-year-old blackbuck poaching 
case in a Jodhpur court on Friday.

The actors were present in 
the court to get their state-

ments recorded before the 
court of Chief Judicial Magis-
trate (CJM) Dalpat Singh Ra-
jpurohit. The CJM court had 
earlier asked the Bollywood 
celebrities to appear on Janu-
ary 25 to record statement, but 
the stars, including Salman 
and Saif, did not come on that 
day citing security reasons. 
The court then postponed the 
matter for Friday. 

The case against all cine 
stars is pending since 1998, 
but it could not come for hear-
ing and remained stalled due 
to several appeals and revi-
sions in the higher court in 
other connected matters.

Visakhapatnam, Jan 27 (IANS) 
India is becoming one of the most 
transparent and open economies 
in the world with sector after sec-
tor opening up for foreign invest-
ment notwithstanding the wave of 
protectionism elsewhere, Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley said on Friday.

Addressing the Partnership 
Summit in this coastal city, he said 
that 90 per cent of the investment 
in India is through the automatic 
mode, which reflects the transpar-
ency and ease of doing business.

Jaitley told delegates from 40 
countries attending the two-day 
event that India is investing in a 
big way in different areas of infra-
structure and rural areas and this is 
what keeps the growth process go-
ing. Jaitley said the world is facing 
serious challenges as it struggles to 
get out of the slowdown process.

“The future appears to be uncer-
tain and there is also a rising ten-
dency, more particularly among 

the developed world, in falling 
back on protectionism,” he added.

The minister said over the last 
few years, what has got India grow-
ing at a reasonable rate among the 
fastest growing economies are a 
series of factors -- the most impor-
tant being the change of attitude 
and vision of the people.“Never 
in history have we seen a situation 
where people of India come out 
and openly become so increasing-
ly aspirational that they start sup-
porting and demanding reforms 
and changes in Indian society and 
the economy,” he added.

On demonestisation, he said 
although it shook the system for 
some time, it was now gradually in-
tegrating the shadow, parallel and 
informal economy with the formal 
economy. He claimed that the size 
of the formal economy is expand-
ing and so also are transactions in 
the banking and digital modes.

He said demonetisation of high 
denominational currency notes 
was one of the three major chang-
es that had happened over last 
one year. Stating that India was 
largely a non-compliant society, 
he said the states and central gov-
ernment were struggling to gener-
ate revenues.

Majitha (Punjab), Jan 27 
(IANS) Congress Vice Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi on Friday 
slammed Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi for claiming to fight 
corruption, while aligning with 
the “corrupt” Shiromani Akali 
Dal regime in Punjab.

He also dispelled the long 
drawn speculation on who would 
be the Chief Ministerial candi-
date for Punjab, and announced 
that Amarinder Singh would be 
the one to head the government 
if the Congress wins. Addressing 

a political rally here in the Akali 
stronghold, Gandhi said: “Nar-
endra Modi talks of corruption 
and religion at various places. 
But how can he stand with the 
corrupt Akali Dal leaders and talk 
of fighting corruption.”

The Congress leader said: 
“Modi will come here and say 
that I fight against corruption 
and I have done demonetisa-
tion. Can you tell me how one 
who talks about fighting against 
corruption, can stand with the 
Akalis?”. “Can you tell me how 

Modi can stand on the same 
dais with (Deputy Chief Min-
ister) Sukhbir Singh Badal and 
still talk about fighting corrup-
tion,” he said.

“Entire Punjab knows that 
the state has been destroyed 
by the Akalis and brought to 
its knees,” Gandhi added. End-
ing the guesswork Gandhi an-
nounced: “Your Chief Minis-
terial candidate is sitting here 
(on the dais). Amarinder Singh 
is our leader who will head the 
next government. 
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The Minister of State for Development of North Eastern Region (I/C), Prime 
Minister’s Office, Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, Atomic Energy and 

Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh addressing an Inter-College “Northeast” cultural event 
of Delhi University, at Daulat Ram College, New Delhi.

Noida, 27th January 2017: Ujaas En-
ergy brings the power of sun to your 
doorstep through their newly launched 
segment, UjaasHome. Offering small 
on-grid solutions to the customer, Ujaas 
provides customers an opportunity 
to produce clean energy for their own 
house. The product was launched at the 
INTELECT 2017 & DISTRIBUELEC,

UjaasHome is the perfect Residential 
Solar RoofTop Solution for producing 
clean green energy.Consumers can now 
produce solar energy for their captive 
usages and save up to 50% on their elec-
tricity bills. The solutions provided by 
UjaasHome can produce power ranging 
from 1.92KW to 10.24 KW.UjaasHome 
also brings with it the much-needed in-
novation in the field of Domestic Roof-
Top Solar System Installations – “The 
Elevated Fixtures” for roofs having 
shadow / space issues.The value system 
for UjaasHome products provides con-
sumers the following: -

One Stop Solution – Provide turnkey 
solutions where the customer needs to 
only sign on the dotted line & rest all 

(planning, designing, all Statutory ap-
provals, Installation, Commissioning & 
Subsidy Claiming) is taken care by Ujaas 
Home.  Complete Peace of Mind –Ujaas 
Home monitors your power generation 
in real time and provides Proactive Sup-
port which is India’s First.

Lifetime Support – Ujaas Provides a 25 
year power generation warranty for your 
Domestic RoofTop Solar System.More 
details can also be checked on www.
ujaashome.com

Mr. Vikalp Mundra Jt.MD, Ujaas 
Energy Limited, Indore said, “Ujaas-
Home carries forward the concept of 
“Own Your Sun” with primary focus 
on affordable RoofTop Solar System 
Solutions for the domestic / residen-
tial sector, providing an opportunity 
for households to not only save on the 
electricity bills but also generate clean 
& green electricity with a possibility 
that the surplus electricity will reach 
the underprivileged.Hence, our vision 
is to offer a simple, universally accept-
able, easily maintainable system of 
green energy to humanity at large.”

Cellular operators 
ask TRAI to stop BSNL’s 

app-based service
New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) The Cel-

lular Operators’ Association of India 
(COAI) has written to Indian telecom 
regulator TRAI to seek its intervention 
to immediately stop state-run BSNL’s 
app-based calling service. “We request 
your kind intervention in issuing an im-
mediate direction to the BSNL (Bharat 
Sanchar Nigam Ltd.) for withdrawing 
this app-based calling service,” Rajan S. 
Mathews, Director General, COAI, said 
in the letter to Telecom Regulatory Au-
thority of India (TRAI) Secretary Sudhir 
Gupta.

Under the new service, the customers 
can make and receive calls while con-
nected to a BSNL broadband modem by 
downloading the app onto their smart-
phones.  This service is in no way linked 
with mobile service or customer SIM in 

mobile handset. The COAI letter said: 
“BSNL’s Fixed Mobile Telephony (FMT) 
service is a restricted but in-principle 
same version of their FMT service, even 
though they are marketing it as a dis-
tinct service.” The new service allowing 
app-based calls will result in handover 
of calls to the terminating operator us-
ing the CLI (command line interface) 
of fixed line. “If such a call is made by 
subscriber to the BSNL app from a num-
ber specifically assigned to the app, 
then such call is originated by the app 
subscriber from Wi-Fi connectivity of 
a broadband subscriber. It is not a call 
originated from the IP address of the 
broadband subscriber which has been 
given by BSNL. “Such routing with an 
app number is not allowed under the li-
cence and it is not Internet telephony,” 
the COAI said. Noting that the terminat-
ing operator will receive this call as if it 
originated from BSNL’s domestic fixed 
line network, the COAI said the new ser-
vice is disguised as a Public Switched 
Telephone Network service.

‘Allow women 
choice, rights to 

achieve sustainable 
population control’ 
Jaipur, Jan 27 (IANS) Population con-

trol, a vital goal for both China and In-
dia, can be better achieved by empower-
ing women instead of coercive methods 
like Beijing’s “one-child” drive, says 
acclaimed journalist Mei Fong who has 
extensively studied the policy and its 
deleterious demographic and economic 
effects. “Chinese and Indian societies, 
both of which are patriarchal, must re-
alise that marriage and giving birth to 

babies (preferably male) is not the sole 
purpose of women, nor desirable early. 
“Allowing women choice as to their edu-
cation, jobs and methods of contracep-
tion is more viable for controlling popu-
lation, rather than forced and ‘quick-fix’ 
methods like sterilisation, abortions and 
quotas,” the Pulitzer Prize-winning Ma-
layasian Chinese-American journalist 
told IANS in an interview. 

Fong, who covered China for the 
Wall Street Journal and has authored 
“One Child: The Past and Future of 
China’s Most Radical Experiment” 
(One World/Pan Macmillan, 2016), 
listed the several severe and unwel-
come outcomes of the policy, begun 
in 1979 as China under Deng Xiaoping 
tried to accelerate economically.

New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) The 
Ministry of Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship (MoSDE) 
on Friday announced the in-
stitution of annual awards to 
encourage entrepreneurship 
among youth across the country.

The ‘National Entrepreneur-
ship Awards’ will be given for 
the first time on January 30 in 
11 categories. Union minister of 
state for skill development Rajiv 
Pratap Rudy will preside over 
the event and Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh will be the chief 
guest.  To ensure the involve-
ment of youth and ignite their 
interest, the ministry has part-
nered with many premier in-
stitutes of higher learning from 
across the country. IIT Delhi, 
IIM Ahmedabad, IIT Mumbai, 
TISS Mumbai, IIT Chennai, XLRI 

Jamshedpur and IIT Kanpur are 
a few of those engaged by the 
ministry for this purpose. 

“The applicants have undergone 
two levels of rigorous assessment, 
followed by selection of winners 
by a National Level Jury. The top 
three entries under each category 
were recommended to the Na-
tional Jury for the final selection 
of the winners,” said the ministry 
in a statement.  “Pioneering this 
national initiative will provide 
models of excellence in the entre-
preneurship ecosystem that would 
inspire the youth, specially the 
first generation entrepreneurs to 
improve and excel in their entre-
preneurial pursuits,” it added The 
National Level Jury will comprise 
of eminent personalities drawn 
from research, industry, social sec-
tor, banking etc.

Miranda House 
bars selfies, hair 

brushing, gets 
DCW notice

New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) Delhi Uni-
versity’s well-known Miranda House 
officially frowned upon the visiting 
correspondence course students tak-
ing selfies and brushing their hair in 
college corridors, and has invited no-
tice from the Delhi Commission for 
Women for “discriminatory practices”.

Apparently, there is no bar on such 
girlie activities on the college’s regular 
students, and only students pursuing 
correspondence course have been ad-
monished for “wasting” time by “mod-
elling” in the corridors, “brushing their 
hair” and “taking selfies”. The students 
of School of Open Learning, who attend 
Sunday classes at the Miranda House in 
north campus, found the restrictive rules 
made by the administration of Miranda 
House “class-biased” and “misogynis-
tic” and approached the DCW on Janu-
ary 24 seeking its intervention.

Delhi Commission for Women (DCW) 
chief Swati Maliwal on Friday issued no-
tice to the Principal of Miranda House 
over such “discriminatory practices” 
adopted by the college administration. 
Maliwal asked the principal to submit 
a point-wise report in a week over the 
matter. “The commission has received 
a representation from students’ organ-
isation Krantikari Yuva Sangathan al-
leging discriminatory practices adopted 
by the administration of the Miranda 
House college,” Maliwal said in the no-
tice. “Please provide the commission a 
point-wise reply on the representation 
within seven days of receipt of this no-
tice, failing which appropriate action 
shall be initiated as per law,” the DCW 
chief added. In their complaint, the 
students told the DCW that the college 
earlier put up a notice admonishing the 
SOL women students for “wasting” time 
by “modelling” in the corridors, “brush-
ing their hair” and “taking selfies”.  “The 
notice said that the SOL women stu-
dents, who are found indulging in such 
practices, would be thrown out of the 
college,” the students said in their com-
plaint to Maliwal.

New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) The 
AAP is “comfortable” with Delhi’s 
new Lt Governor Anil Baijal and is 
also confident of winning assem-
bly elections in both Punjab and 
Goa, Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia says. An election victo-
ry in a major state like Punjab will 
give a huge boost to the Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) nationally for its 
brand of “clean politics”, Sisodia 
said in a 45-minute interview here. 
In contrast to the uneasy ties it had 
with former Lt Governor Najeeb 
Jung, Sisodia told IANS that the 
Delhi government was “comfort-
able” with Baijal, who took charge 
on December 31. “I have met him 
many times and we feel comfort-
able with him,” said Sisodia, who 
also holds the education portfolio 

and is a confidant of Chief Minis-
ter and AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal. 
“We (Delhi government and Bai-
jal) have been discussing issues. 
Many files that had been held up 
(by Jung) are being cleared... He is 
a positive man.”

Sisodia said Baijal had worked in 
several government departments 
in Delhi and knew the problems 
faced by the national capital. Siso-
dia’s praise of the new Lt Governor 
marks a major departure from the 
way the AAP government in Delhi 
and Jung were in perennial conflict 
mode over issues of governance.

With less than a week left for 
campaigning to end in Punjab 
and Goa for the February 4 as-
sembly elections, the 45-year-old 
AAP leader said he was sure the 

party would take power in both 
the states. “We will have a clean 
sweep” in the battle for the 117-
seat Punjab assembly, he said. “It 
will be like a Delhi verdict.”

The AAP swept 67 of the 70 seats 
in Delhi in February 2015, deliver-
ing the first electoral rout to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi since he 
became the Gujarat Chief Minister 
in 2001. According to Sisodia, the 
AAP’s achievements in the educa-
tion and health sectors, and the 
various steps it had taken for the 
trading community in Delhi, were 
enormously helping the party in 
Punjab. He accused the Akali Dal 
and the Rashtriya Swayamsewak 
Sangh (RSS), the BJP’s ideological 
parent, of telling people in Pun-
jab’s rural areas to vote for the 

Congress if they were unhappy 
with the Akali-BJP government. 
“This has backfired,” said Sisodia, 
who returned from Punjab recent-
ly after extensively campaigning 
there. “It has made people believe 
Kejriwal’s charge that the Akalis 
and the Congress are secretly al-
lied against the AAP.”

Sisodia claimed the AAP would 
win the battle for the 40-seat Goa 
assembly too. He said Kejriwal’s 
appeal was working in both Pun-
jab and Goa, and the ruling BJP 
had been weakened in Goa. “Peo-
ple in Goa are looking for a new 
hope. That hope is AAP.” Sisodia 
said it was part of the AAP’s po-
litical strategy to name former bu-
reaucrat Elvis Gomes as the chief 
ministerial candidate in Goa.

AAP ‘comfortable’ with new LG, will win 
Punjab, Goa: Manish Sisodia

Ujaas Energy introduces 
UjaasHome, the power of 

sun to your doorstep

New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) A lo-
cal court has ordered to frame 
charges against a Ranchi-based 
company Domco Private Ltd and 
five other individuals accused in 
a coal block allocation case. The 
court, however, discharged one of 
the accused in the case.

Special Judge Bharat Parashar 
said the charges will be formally 
framed against Domco (earlier 
known as Domco Somkeless Fu-
els Pvt Ltd) and its directors Binay 
Prakash, Vasant Diwakar Man-
jrekar and Parmananda Mondal 
and chartered accountants Manoj 

Kumar Gupta and Sanjay Khan-
delwal on February 13. The court 
observed that prima facie charges 
for the offences under Section 120-
B (criminal conspiracy) and Sec-
tion 420 (cheating) of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) are being made 
out against DOMCO Pvt Ltd, Bi-
nay Parkash, Manjrekar, Mondal, 
Gupta and Khandelwal. The or-
der was delivered on January 25 
but released on Friday. The court, 
however, discharged Shukdeo 
Parsad, observing that charge for 
none of the offences is even prima 
facie established against him. The 

court was hearing a case pertain-
ing to alleged irregularities in al-
location of Lalgarh (North) Coal 
Block in West Bokaro Coal Fields 
in Jharkhand in favour of Domco. 
In the chargesheet, the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) stated 
that during investigations it found 
that company Domco Smokeless 
Fuels Pvt Ltd had misrepresented 
on a number of counts both to 
steel and coal ministries.

It was also found that a criminal 
conspiracy was hatched by Domco 
and its directors with various other 
people, so as to induce the Steel 

Ministry to make a recommenda-
tion in its favour for allotment of 
a coal block to the Coal Ministry 
and thereafter to induce the latter 
to allot a captive coal block to the 
company. The CBI has claimed in 
its chargesheet that Domco Pvt Ltd 
had applied to the Steel Ministry 
for allotment of a captive coal block 
to set up a pig iron plant of two lakh 
tonnes per annum capacity at Rai-
rangpur in Odisha. The company 
had initially misrepresented that 
it had acquired 200 acres of land, 
whereas no land was acquired by it, 
the CBI has alleged. 

Ranchi firm, others to be formally 
charged in coal scam

The Vice President, Shri M. Hamid Ansari and Smt. Salma Ansari with the Tableaux Artistes who 
participated in the Republic Day Parade - 2017, in New Delhi.

Skill Development 
Ministry announces awards 
to foster entrepreneurship



The Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shri Radha Mohan Singh 

inaugurating the building of Dau Kalyan Singh Agriculture University, at Bhatapara, 

Distt. Boloda Bazaar, Chhattisgarh.

New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) 
With just a week left for elec-
tions, Congress Vice President 
Rahul Gandhi on Friday named 
Captain Amarinder Singh as 
the party’s chief ministerial 
candidate in Punjab, putting 
an end to speculation on the 
issue. Election watchers say the 
choice was a “natural” decision 
as the party has no alternative 
leader and not naming him 
would have raised many an 
eyebrow.

According to Congress lead-
ers in Punjab, since the party 
is contesting elections under 
Amarinder’s leadership, de-
claring him the CM candidate 
was only a matter of time.

Assembly elections will be 
held on February 4 in Punjab. 

There had been a lot of me-
dia speculation and tension 
ahead of the announcement 
of Amarinder as the CM can-
didate even though he was the 
frontrunner. The speculation 
gained ground after cricketer-
turned-politician Navjot Singh 
Sidhu joined the Congress par-
ty earlier this month. 

Sidhu had earlier deftly 
side-stepped questions on his 
possible chief ministerial can-
didature for Punjab.  “Gehu 
khet mai, beta pet mai, aur 
tum vivah ki phikar kar rahe ho 
(Wheat is in the fields, the child 
is in the womb and you are 
worried about his marriage),” 
Sidhu had said on being asked 
about his possible CM candi-
dature. Asked if he was ruling 

it out, Sidhu replied: “Politics 
is not done in ifs and buts. No 
if, no but..only Sidhu - the Jat” - 
he had said cracking a joke. But 
last week, he and Amarinder 
appeared together at a press 
conference, setting aside all 
talk of alleged cold war.

Congress sources, explaining 
the logic behind the delay in 
announcing the CM candidate, 
said it was to prevent the “war-
ring factions” within the party 
to create factionalism.

Political experts feel it is no 
surprise decision also because 
Amarinder is a “popular” lead-
er in Punjab. “I don’t think in 
the case of Punjab the decision 
is too late because he is already 
the Punjab Congress Presi-
dent and the party is fighting 

elections in his name. I don’t 
think there is any surprise in 
this,” Adnan Farooqui, Assis-
tant Professor, Department of 
Political Science, Jamia Millia 
Islamia, told IANS. “The Con-
gress party doesn’t have any 
other alternative. There is no 
second person in the Congress 
party in Punjab. Amarinder is a 
popular leader, not only within 
the Congress, but state as a 
whole,” he added. A senior par-
ty leader in Punjab said despite 
having some differences with 
the Congress’ national leader-
ship, Amarinder respected the 
decision of the high command. 
“Now, we would fight to win 
the elections in Punjab. We 
cannot oppose the high com-
mand’s decision. 
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‘Declaring Amarinder 
CM candidate ‘natural’ decision’

The Minister of State for Commerce & Industry (Independent Charge), Smt. 
Nirmala Sitharaman addressing the delegates at the inauguration of the CII 

Partnership Summit-2017, in Visakhapatnam .

New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) The na-
tional capital, which saw a rainy Fri-
day morning, is set to get colder on 
Saturday due to the after-effects of 
the record snowfall in Kashmir and 
Himachal Pradesh.

According to the forecast of India 
Meteorological Department (IMD), 
the minimum temperature in Delhi 
will drop to 9 degrees Celsius on 
Saturday against 13.5 degrees on 
Friday. “The minimum temperature 
will drop on Saturday, but the day-
light will be good and the maximum 
temperature will improve. Mini-
mum temperature will rise from 
Sunday onwards,” said an IMD offi-
cial. In Kashmir valley, bad weather 
continued affecting transport, water 
and electricity supply, though the 
air transport resumed. Cutting it off 
from the rest of world, snowfall at 
various places in the Kashmir valley 
continued for the fourth consecu-

tive day, even though the IMD fore-
cast improvements on Friday and 
beyond. . However, as per the IMD, 
it was the last day to rain this season 
and temperature from Sunday on-
wards would rise as another western 
disturbance in hilly area would cut 
the chilly Himalayan winds.  While 
no vehicular movement was allowed 
on the Srinagar-Jammu Highway 
until a review on Friday afternoon, 
the flight operations resumed from 
Srinagar airport after four days, due 
to improvement in visibility. “We are 
waiting here for the last four days. 
Road to the Valley has been shut due 
to snowfall and rains at some places. 
It’s still manageable to drive amid 
snow, but during rains, the road be-
comes very dangerous. 

“Officials have told us that roads 
will be opened tomorrow (Saturday) 
morning,” said Sajjad Ahmed Bhat, 
a Verinag (Anantnag district)-based 

driver stranded in Jammu, said. Sri-
nagar on Friday saw 0.8 degree Cel-
sius minimum temperature amid rain 
and snowfall. In Pahalgam, mercury 
dipped to minus 2.2 degrees and it re-
ceived 36.6 mm rain and 23 cm snow 
during the same period, breaking re-
cords of 2006 and 1992. Gulmarg ex-
perienced minus 4 degrees Celsius, re-
corded 40.2 mm rain and 41 cm snow. 

“The Valley had not experienced 
this much cold in the last 10 years. 
We light the ‘hamam’ (fire lit in a 
quarry-like room for warmth during 
winters) every year, much less last 
year, but this year it was kept lit most 
of the time,” Gulam Hasan Bangroo, 
a ‘hamami’ at a mosque in Hyder-
pora in Srinagar, told IANS. Weather 
in Jammu, the summer capital of the 
state of Jammu and Kashmir, how-
ever, improved on Friday.“In morn-
ing, the sky was clear, good daylight, 
but towards the evening it got clowdy 

and cold winds started blowing. It 
became a little chilly in the evening, 
but no rainfall yet,” Shagun Gupta, 
a student from Jammu said. In Him-
achal Pradesh, favourite tourist des-
tination Manali experienced more 
snowfall on Friday, making the town 
look more picturesque, while Shimla 
and Dalhousie witnessed rain. 

The minimum temperature were 
2.6 degrees Celsius in Shimla. Af-
fecting the people, temperatures re-
mained below the freezing point at 
many places in the hilly state. Key-
long in Lahaul-Spiti district was the 
coldest at minus 2.7 degrees Celsius.  
Meanwhile, for first time in last five 
years, Delhi received rainfall on Jan-
uary 27. However, as per the IMD, it 
was the last day to rain this season 
and temperature from Sunday on-
wards would rise as another western 
disturbance in hilly area would cut 
the chilly Himalayan winds. 

Delhi 27 Jan : mjunc-
tion services limited, India’s 
largest B2B e-commerce 
company,successfully conduct-
ed yesterday an e-auction for 
commercial papers (CPs) worth 
Rs 700 crore for Steel Author-
ity of India Limited (SAIL). For 
SAIL, this was a significant step 
towards adopting a business 
practice that is completely tech-
nology-driven, and thus a step 
forward in the government’s 
Digital India programme.

SAIL said: “For SAIL, this e-
auction conducted by mjunc-
tion of commercial papers has 
led to better price discovery. 
The process was structured, less 
time consuming, has a scope for 
greater participation and above 
all transparent.”

MrVinayaVarma, mjunction 
CEO said, &quot;We have the 
most technologically-advanced 
platform as an electronic book 
provider (EBP) for debt market 
instruments like commercial 
papers or bonds. From initiating 
bids till final issuance, our plat-

form is completely automated 
ensuring total transparency to 
all stakeholders.&quot; mjunc-
tion has been a pioneer in elec-
tronically transforming supply 
chains of steel and coal, bringing 
in efficiency and transparency 
to the way they were bought and 
sold. Today it exists in diverse 
sectors spanning the entire B2B 
e-commerce spectrum. Very re-
cently, it conducted the e-auc-
tion of telecom spectrum for the

second time for the govern-
ment of India’s Department of 
Telecommunications. About the 
company: mjunction services 
limited, India’s largest B2B e-
commerce industry and a joint 
venture of TATA Steel and SAIL, 
was founded in February 2001. It 
offers a wide range of e-selling, 
e-sourcing, e- finance, e-retail 
and knowledge services across 
diverse industry verticals that 
empower businesses with great-
er process efficiencies. mjunc-
tion is a ISO 9001:2008, ISO 
27001:2005 and a CMMI Level 5 
certified company.

Gypsy 
Travel Festival 

to start on 
Saturday

New Delhi, Jan 23 (IANS) The first 
edition of the travel festival Gypsy 
Travel Festival 2017 is set to enthrall 
Delhiites starting on January 28.

The two-day festival, which is be-
ing hosted by High Street Phoenix, 
will be a potpourri of travel, culture 
and street food from around the 
world, read a statement.

Besides food stalls from different 
corners of the world, including Fiji, 
Malaysia and Canada, world tour-
ism and international tour compa-
nies will be putting up stalls to help 
you out in planning your travel 
plans for the year. “Despite the 
limitations of the Indian passport, 
we have travelled the length and 
breadth of the planet and wanted 
other fellow Indian travel enthu-
siasts to be able to experience the 
same. We want Gypsy Travel Fes-
tival 2017 to springboard a new 
generation of travellers into having 
unique personal travel experiences 
themselves,” Nelson Noronha, Co-
founder of Gypsy Travel Network 
said. Fiji Tourism will showcase 
Meke, a traditional dance perfor-
mance. Gypsy Travel Festival 2017 
will host interactive sessions with 
Sumer Verma (underwater photog-
rapher), Rohit Subramanium (biker 
who has travelled across India) and 
international bloggers.

The festival will also encompass 
other entertainment avenues such 
as virtual reality tours, short films, 
cultural and thematic performances, 
live music and a vast array of street 
food from all corners of the globe. 

New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) The CBI on Friday said 
it has registered a case against two Uttar Pradesh-
based private persons on the charge of running a fake 
website named after Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and collecting money from people for giving admis-
sions in a fake organisation and selling its franchise.

Atul Kumar and Jagmohan Singh have been 
booked for criminal conspiracy, cheating and on-
line fraud. They had started the fake website www.
nmcsm.in (Narendra Modi Computer Shaksharta 
Mission) that claims to be an institute for courses in 
computer.

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) sleuths 
also conducted searches at two places in Kasganj in 
Uttar Pradesh and recovered certain incriminating 
documents. “The allegations pertain to the misuse 
of name of Prime Minister Narendra Modi in order 

to cheat and defraud general public at large for giv-
ing franchise of Narendra Modi Computer Saksharta 
Mission (NMCSM),” CBI spokesperson R.K. Gaur 
said. The agency had conducted a preliminary in-
quiry in the case on the complaint received from the 
Prime Minister’s Office in 2016.

On the website, the accused showed their regional 
offices to be in Delhi, Aligarh in Uttar Pradesh and 
Pune in Maharashtra. Interestingly, the website 
mentions demand draft as the mode of payment in-
stead of cash. The CBI said it is an online fraud and 
the aspect of acceptance of money by way of demand 
drafts needs to thoroughly probed.

The website claims to have been registered as 
an autonomous organisation under the Public So-
ciety and Trust Act. It also declared itself an ISO 
certified body. 

Exhibition on Buddhist 
heritage opens at 

Rashtrapati Bhavan
New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) Union 

Minister of State for Home Kiren 
Rijiju on Friday inaugurated the 
week-long “Buddhist Heritage of 
the World” exhibition at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan Museum here. The exhibi-
tion, a collection of photographs 
captured by art-historian Benoy K. 
Behl, showcases a comprehensive 

perspective of the ancient monu-
ments and art heritage of Bud-
dhism. At least 35 large photographs 
clicked over the past four decades 
by Behl cover a wide range of heri-
tage of the Buddhist schools, Thera-
vad and Mahayana-Vajrayana, and 
portray the birth and development 
of different Buddhist schools in In-
dia and their spread to several Asian 
countries. Behl has shot in the sev-
eral Asian countries like Myanmar, 
Thailand, Indonesia.

New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) A court 
here has issued summons to former 
Rajya Sabha member Mahmood A. 
Madani for alleged irregularities in 
a Leave Travel Concession case.

The Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) alleged that in 2012, 
Madani had hatched a conspiracy 
with his then personal assistant 
Mubashir and submitted Travel 
Allowance (TA) claims on the ba-
sis of forged e-tickets. A case was 
lodged in 2014. After taking cog-
nizance of the charge-sheet, CBI 
Special Judge Anju Bajaj Chandna 
issued summons to Madani and 
Mubashir last week, asking them 
to appear before it on February 21.

“Allegedly, in 2012, the then 
Rajya Sabha MP Madani entered 
into a criminal conspiracy with 

Mubashir, and submitted travel 
allowance claims on the basis 
of forged e-tickets and cheated 
the office of Rajya Sabha Secre-
tariat by causing wrongful loss 
to department and correspond-
ing gain to himself to the tune of 
Rs 5,75,135,” the court said. CBI 
has chargesheeted Madani and 
Mubashir under various charges 
dealing with cheating, forgery, us-
ing forged document as genuine 
of Indian Penal Code and crimi-
nal misconduct by public servant 
of Prevention of Corruption Act. 
The court order came after observ-
ing the witnesses’ statements and 
the documents filed by the probe 
agency. The court said that there 
is sufficient material on record to 
proceed against Madani.

Mercury to dip in Delhi; Kashmir, 
Shimla continue to shiver

Junction 
conductse-auction of 
commercial papers

Two booked for running fake 
website using Narendra Modi’s name

Court summons 
former Rajya Sabha MP 

in LTC case

worthRs 700-crore for SAIL
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Chennai, Jan 27 (IANS) Popu-
lar Tamil actor Vishal Krishna, 
who is foraying into Malayalam 
filmdom with the upcoming Mo-
hanlal starrer, is likely to be seen 

playing the prime antagonist in 
the yet-untitled project.  “Happy 
to announce my next flick, writ-
ten and directed by Unnikrishnan 
B. in the production of renowned 

producer Rockline Venkatesh, 
who has produced films like ‘Ba-
jrangi Bhaijaan’ and ‘Lingaa’. Ac-
tor Vishal is playing a very crucial 
role in the film,” Mohanlal posted 
on his Facebook page on Thurs-
day.  The film will mark Vishal’s 
Malayalam debut. A source from 
the film’s unit told IANS: “Vishal 
has been considered to play the 
main villain. It won’t be a regular 
antagonist’s role but a character 
with negative shades. He really 
liked what he heard and immedi-
ately came on board.”

 This is the fourth time Unni-
krishnan and Mohanlal are team-
ing up after films such as “Mad-
ampi”, “Grandmaster” and “Mr. 
Fraud”.  The makers are yet to 
finalise the leading lady and the 
rest of the cast as well.

Chennai, Jan 27 (IANS) 
The yet-untitled Telugu 
and Tamil remake of last 

year’s Kannada sleeper hit 
“U-Turn” will take time 
to go on the sets as the 

project is still in a nascent 
stage, says a source. “The 
project is still in a nascent 
stage as discussions are 
still being held. It will take 
time to go to the sets as 
the casting process will 
take a while. So far only 
Samantha (Ruth Prabhu) 
has been finalised as the 
main lead,” a source close 
to the actress told IANS.  
The source also denied 
reports that Samantha will 
be bankrolling the proj-
ect.  “She hasn’t officially 

announced anything yet. 
The team is talking to a 
few producers and some 
have even expressed inter-
est, but aren’t quite sure if 
the project will work with 
Tamil and Telugu audi-
ences,” he said. 

Pawan Kumar, who 
helmed the original, will 
return to call the shots for 
the remake.  The film’s 
plot revolves around the 
mysterious deaths of mo-
torists who break a traffic 
rule on a particular flyover.

India Cements profits 
soar to Rs 35 crore

Chennai, Jan 27 (IANS) Cement maker India Cements Ltd on 
Friday said it closed the third quarter of the current fiscal with a 
net profit of Rs 35.34 crore as compared to Rs 3.16 crore for the 
quarter ended December 31, 2015.  In a regulatory filing with 
BSE, the company also said its total income has increased from 
Rs 1,066.13 crore for the quarter ended December 31, 2015 to Rs 
1,270.95 crore for the quarter ended December 31, 2016.

Vikram’s ‘Dhruva 
Natchathiram’ 
starts rolling

Chennai, Jan 27 (IANS) Actor Vikram’s upcoming Tamil spy 
thriller “Dhruva Natchathiram”, which is being helmed by 
Gautham Vasudev Menon, has started rolling, says a source.  
“On Thursday, the film’s shooting commenced. Since they’ve 
already locked the release date, the shooting will be wrapped 
up by June,” a source from the film’s unit told IANS.  In the 
film, Vikram will be seen playing a secret agent, and he is paired 
with Anu Emmanuel.  The film will be predominantly shot in 
the US, in places such as Los Angeles, New York and Manhat-
tan. Megastar Amitabh Bachchan is said to be playing a pivotal 
role.  “It’s true that he has been approached to play the role of 
Indian president. The team is still awaiting his confirmation. 
He was the initial choice when the film was originally planned 
and even announced it with Suriya a few years ago,” said the 
source.  Harris Jayaraj has been roped in to compose the tunes. 
The film is gearing up for release in August.

Mani Ratnam’s ‘Kaatru 
Veliyidai’ slated 

for April 7 release
Chennai, Jan 27 (IANS) The makers of Mani Ratnam’s 

upcoming Tamil romantic drama “Kaatru Veliyidai” con-
firmed on Friday that the film will hit the screens world-
wide in April. In an official statement, it was announced 
that the Karthi and Aditi Rao Hydari starrer will release on 
April 7.  The film is set against the backdrop of snow-clad 
Kashmir, and has also been shot in Ooty and Hyderabad 
among other places.  The first glimpse of the film, which 
will be dubbed and released in Telugu as “Cheliyaa”, re-
leased on Thursday. In the film, Karthi plays a fighter pilot 
while Aditi will be seen as a doctor.  Also starring Shraddha 
Srinath, R.J. Balaji and Delhi Ganesh, the film has music by 
A.R. Rahman and cinematography by Ravi Varman.  The 
film’s first single will be released on February 2.

Dr MR Rajagopal 
wins TNG award

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Jan 27 (IANS) Pallium India 
chairman Dr MR Rajagopal was selected for the first TNG 
Award, instituted by Asianet News to commemorate the first 
death anniversary of veteran journalist TN Gopakumar. The 
award, which consists of Rs.2 lakh, citation and memento de-
signed by sculptor Kanayi Kunjiraman, will be presented to 
Rajagopal by former Press Council of India Chairman Justice 
Markandey Katju at a ceremony to be held at the Tagore Hall 
on January 30. The function will be attended by the Hindu Ed-
itorial Board Chairman N Ram, renowned oncologist Dr MV 
Pillai, writer Paul Zacharia and chief secretary SM Vijayanand, 
among others. Rajagopal was chosen for the award by the jury, 
which consisted of Dr MV Pillai, former DGP Jacob Punnoos, 
Dr P Iqbal, and ayurvedic physician Dr PM Warrier, in honour 
of his efforts in ensuring the rights of palliative care patients 
in India.

5 million litres of 
waste water chokes 
Vrishabhavathi river 

every day
BENGALURU: Jan 27 (IANS) One third of what Bengaluru now 

is actually the catchment area of Vrishabhavathi river, which flows 
southwest for about 50 km before joining Arkavathi river. And the 
city empties about one third -- roughly five million litres daily --- 
of the waste water it generates into the waterbody, unmindful of 
catastrophic consequences to people downstream. According to 
researchers, all regulation and monitoring is a sham when it comes 
to checking pollution of Vrishabhavathi river. Priyanka Jamwal, 
Sharachchandra Lele, Bejoy Thomas and Veena Srinivasan, fel-
lows, Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment 
(Atree), who have been studying contamination levels at three dif-
ferent sites along the river’s course for the past three years, said 
the waterbody is contaminated by not just biological waste, but 
discarded material from heavy industries which release untreated 
effluents into the water.. ”The state pollution control board consid-
ers four parameters for judging whether or not the water is suitable 
for irrigation but none of them takes into account the metal con-
tent in the water which makes it an insufficient measure. 

Chennai, Jan 27 (IANS) Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister O. Pan-
neerselvam on Friday said ac-
tion will be taken against po-
lice personnel if found guilty 
of indulging in arson when the 
Jallikattu protest turned violent 
here on January 23. The Chief 
Minister said terror outfits, 
anti-national forces infiltrated 
the peaceful protest by youths 
and common people at the Ma-
rina beach here on January 23, 
and were diverting the focus.  
Panneerselvam also said pro-
testers had posters of Al Qaeda 
terrorist Osama Bin Laden and 
placards with “We reject Indian 
Republic Day”.  Replying to a 
question raised by Leader of 
Opposition M.K. Stalin in the 
state assembly, Panneerselvam 
said many political parties had 
complained about police acting 
beyond their legal limits. Some 
videos were also aired by the 

media.  “A detailed probe will 
be conducted into the matter 
and action will be taken against 
police personnel if found 
guilty,” Panneerselvam said. A 
video thgat went viral on Mon-
day showed women and men 
in police uniform setting fire to 
vehicles and huts and damag-
ing two-wheelers here, sending 
shockwave across the state. The 

police said the video was a fake. 
The police on January 23 in-

vaded the sprawling beach and 
forcibly began removing the 
thousands of young men and 
women who had assembled 
in support of the demand that 
the Supreme Court revoke its 
order banning Jallikattu -- the 
traditional bull-taming sport in 
Tamil Nadu.

Thiruvananthapuram, Jan 
27 (IANS) The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) on Friday decided 
to intensify its stir against the 
Kerala Law Academy with 
former State BJP President V. 
Muraleedharan turning his 
48-hour hunger strike, that 
was to have ended by noon, 
into an indefinite one. The 
privately-run law college, run 
by father-daughter duo Naray-
anan Nair and Lakshmi Nai, 
recently came under fire over 
violation of norms.   “The situ-
ation is so grave that it’s easier 
to list out rules followed by the 
management rather than the 
violations. We have decided 
to extend the present 48-hour 
hunger strike into an indefinite 
one,” said State BJP President 
Kummanem Rajashekeran. 

Activists of the All India Stu-
dents Federation (AISF) -- stu-
dent wing of the Communist 
Party of India (CPI) -- on Fri-
day took to streets and clashed 

with the police in front of the 
State Secretariat, demanding 
the resignation of principal 
Lakshmi Nair. 

The student protest, now 
into its third week, demands 
that the principal step down 
after they produced an audio 
of Nair’s curt and rude be-
haviour.   Moreover, numer-
ous complaints from students 
and parents have been made 
before the nine-member Ker-
ala University Syndicate probe 
team in its three-day sitting, 
which ended on Thursday. 
Their report will be placed be-
fore the syndicate on Saturday.  
By now every top political lead-
er -- including former Chief 
Minister V.S. Achuthanandan, 
State Congress President V.M. 
Sudheeran, Rajasekheran and 
Leader of Opposition Ramesh 
Chennithala, CPI State Secre-
tary Kanam Rajendran -- has 
come and expressed support 
to the students’ strike.

Chennai, Jan 27 (IANS) 
A leading group of trad-
ers in Tamil Nadu is going 
“swadeshi” -- by boycotting 
Coke and Pepsi from March 1.  
Leaders of this traders associa-
tion are asking shopkeepers to 
promote home-grown brands 
like Kali Mark, Bovonto and 
Torino to increase supplies 
and offer an alternative to the 
two big global cola brands. 

The traders say they have 
been partly spurred by the 
mass mobilisation that helped 
youths in Tamil Nadu to force 

the authorities to bow to them 
over Jallikattu, the traditional 
bull-taming sport that had 
been banned under directions 
from the Supreme Court. “Af-
ter the Jallikattu movement, 
we found many youths are 
not in favour of the two cola 
brands,” A.M. Vikrama Raja, 
President, Tamil Nadu Vani-
gar Sangangalin Peramaippu 
(TNVSP), told IANS.  Raja 
could not explain the link be-
tween the campaign against 
the ban on Jallikattu, which 
has now been legalised, and 
a supposed dislike for Coke 
and Pepsi.  “We will start a 
campaign among our mem-
bers and the public against the 
foreign brands. From March 1, 
we will sell only domestic cold 
drink brands,” Raja said. The 
TNVSP is an umbrella body of 

around 6,000 traders’ associa-
tions with a total membership 
of around 15 lakh across the 
state.  Raja said Bovonto was 
now available across the state 
while Torino was confined to 
the southern parts of Tamil 
Nadu. “When there is demand, 
the brand owners will beef up 
their supply chain and retail-
ers will go for them.”  Chen-
nai shopkeepers said they are 
aware of the traders’ boycott 
decision.  “We have to abide 
by our association’s decision. 
We have stopped reordering 
Pepsi and Coke stocks. But we 
will have to liquidate existing 
stocks,” R.K. Angamuthu, own-
er of Sree Angalaparameswari 
Stores in Mylapore in south 
Chennai, told IANS. The Indian 
Beverages Association (IBA) 
has expressed concern.

Jallikattu fallout? Tamil 
Nadu traders to boycott 

Coke and Pepsi

BJP announces indefinite 
strike against Kerala 

Law Academy

Demonetistion 
affected

 repayment of 
auto loans: Fitch 

Ratings

‘U-Turn’ Tamil, Telugu remake 
still in nascent stage

Chennai, Jan 27 (IANS) Global credit rating 
agency Fitch Ratings on Friday said repayment of 
Indian auto loans got affected by demonetisation 
and it would take a couple of months for collec-
tions to come back to normal levels. In a state-
ment, Fitch said: “Demonetisation appears to 
have had a negative impact on Indian auto loan 
repayments, based on collection reports from 
Fitch-rated securitisation transactions.”  “It is 
possible that collections will fall further in early 
2017, and we believe it could take at least another 
two to three months for collections to return to 
normal,” Fitch added. According to Fitch, small 
auto loan borrowers have been affected the most 
but that would not impact credit ratings as there 
are sufficient external credit enhancement to 
cover the likely short-term impact on the lenders 
rated by it.  Fitch said the cash shortage has af-
fected used vehicle operators more than the new 
vehicle borrowers.  Pools backed predominantly 
by used vehicle loans saw an average drop in col-
lections of 130 basis points (bp) in November 
2016. Those with a higher concentration of light 
and small commercial vehicles, which again have 
relatively weaker borrower credit profiles com-
pared with medium and heavy vehicle owners, 
also dropped significantly by almost 200bp, Fitch 
said.  The collection of pools securitised in 2016 
fell by an average 120bp compared with 80bp for 
pools securitised before 2016.  More seasoned 
pools are on an average likely to have more expe-
rienced borrowers, with a stronger ability to meet 
their repayments. Furthermore, borrowers in 
seasoned pools will on an average have serviced 
their loans for longer and have higher equity than 
those in less seasoned pools, leading to a greater 
willingness to pay.  All Fitch-rated transactions 
are currently able to withstand a 30 per cent drop 
in collections for a minimum of eight months and 
an average of 22 months, the rating agency said.

Vishal likely to play antagonist 
in Malayalam debut

Panneerselvam promises 
action against police 

if found guilty
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Another son rises: Him-
achal CM’s son to debut 
in 2017 assembly polls

Shimla, Jan 27 (IANS) Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister 
Virbhadra Singh on Friday said he will propose his son Vi-
kramaditya Singh’s name from Shimla Rural constituency 
-- which the former is representing in the Vidhan Sabha 
since 2012 -- in the next assembly elections.

Vikramaditya is presently the state Indian Youth Con-
gress chief. If he gets to contest the assembly elections 
slated for December 2017, it will be his maiden entry into 
state electoral politics.

Addressing party workers in his assembly segment here, 
the octogenarian Chief Minister also expressed his desire 
to re-contest the next assembly elections.

“I wish to contest from a seat which the Congress has 
never won. However, it will depend on the state’s people,” 
he said.

“I have received plenty of love from the people of Shimla 
Rural, similar to what I got from those in my traditional 
home constituency (Rohru in Shimla district),” Virbhadra 
Singh, who is into his sixth term as Himachal Chief Min-
ister, said.

Bodies of four soldiers re-
covered, Gurez avalanches 

toll now 14
Srinagar, Jan 27 (IANS) The bodies of four more Indian 

Army soldiers were recovered on Friday from under the de-
bris of an avalanche in Gurez sector on the LoC, raising the 
deaths in the tragedy to 14.

Defence sources said the four soldiers were earlier re-
ported missing after an avalanche hit an army patrol on 
the Line of Control in the Gurez sector. 

At least 10 soldiers were killed and four others were re-
ported missing after two avalanches hit an army post and 
an army patrol in Jammu and Kashmir’s Bandipora district 
on Wednesday and Thursday.

According to police officials in Bandipora, seven soldiers 
were rescued from the debris of the avalanches. Those res-
cued included a Junior Commissioned Officer.

The bodies of 10 soldiers were found while four others 
were then reported missing. 

Supreme Court refuses to 
hear petition seeking total 

ban on cattle slaughter

New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) The Supreme Court on Friday 
refused to entertain a plea seeking either a total ban on 
slaughter of cattle or the framing of a uniform policy to 
protect and preserve them from slaughtering and smug-
gling. A bench comprising Chief Justice of India J.S. Khe-
har and Justice N.V. Ramana said it cannot direct States to 
frame law banning slaughter of cattle.

Various orders have been passed by the apex court in the 
past on measures to be adopted to prevent illegal inter-State 
transportation of cattle, the bench said, while refusing to en-
tertain the PIL petition filed by Delhi resident Vineet Sahai.

During the brief hearing, counsel for Mr. Sahai referred 
to inconsistencies in various State laws on slaughter and 
transportation of cattle.

Mr. Sahai said that in Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, 
the statutes were stringent while in the neighbouring Ker-
ala, slaughter was allowed, which led to illegal inter-State 
smuggling of cattle.

The plea, filed through lawyers S. Usha Reddy and 
Sarvesh Bisaria, sought a direction to the Centre to frame 
“a uniform policy throughout India for protection of cattle 
and to preserve them for all purpose instead of slaughter-
ing them and exporting the said cattle in market, despite 
the fact that we have the provisions under the Constitu-
tion ...to protect and increase our cattle”.

After snapping ties with 
BJP, Sena under pressure 

to quit government

President accepts Megha-
laya Governor’s resignation 

Kofi Annan commends Delhi 
government’s Mohalla clinics

Mumbai, Jan 27 (IANS) After the 
Shiv Sena’s unilateral decision to 
snap its 25-year-old ties with the 
BJP for next month’s civic polls, the 
party on Friday came under pres-
sure both from within and outside 
to also quit the government in Ma-
harashtra and at the Centre.

Thousands of Shiv Sainiks broke 
out in delirious celebrations after 
party chief Uddhav Thackeray 
made the announcement at a par-
ty office-bearers’ meeting here on 
Thursday night.

“We shall not go around with a 
begging bowl. We have rotted 25 
years in this alliance. But no more. 
Shiv Sena will contest all the civic 
body elections independently and 
will not have an alliance with them 
(BJP) henceforth,” thundered 
Thackeray on Thursday evening.

A day later, he came under 
strain, with many workers openly 
demanding that the Shiv Sena also 
quit the government for total sev-
erance of ties with the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP).

The Shiv Sena MP and Executive 
Editor of party’s mouthpiece “Saa-
mana”, Sanjay Raut, intervened to 
clarify that they are continuing the 
alliance in the state government 
as they do not want political in-

stability in Maharashtra. He also 
described Shiv Sena’s continuing 
participation in the government 
as more of a “support” rather than 
an alliance.

The Republican Party of India 
(A), a constituent of the ruling Na-
tional Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
in the Centre, on Friday decided to 
side with the BJP for the upcoming 
civic polls.

RPI President and Union Min-
ister Ramdas Athawale, while ex-
pressing his unhappiness at the 
snapping of ties between the BJP 
and the Sena, said he is support-
ing the BJP with which his party 
will have a poll tieup.

Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) President Sharad Pawar re-
acted with an obvious smirk: “We 
are very sad to hear of this breakup 
after 25 years of alliance.”

To a question by media persons 
whether the NCP could play a role 
now, Pawar replied with a smile: 
“I will think about it if they come 
to ask for help to save the govern-
ment.” In a sharp reaction, the 
Maharashtra Congress said that 
Uddhav-Fadnavis are strange 
bedfellows who realised, albeit 
late, that the sheet has become too 
soiled to stay under together.

New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) President 
Pranab Mukherjee on Friday accepted 
the resignation of Meghalaya Governor V. 
Shanmuganathan, who put in his papers 
on Thursday following charges of sexual 
harassment against him.

Shanmuganathan, who also held the 
additional charge of Arunachal Pradesh, 
tendered his resignation to “ensure a 
free and impartial probe into the charges 
against him”.

His resignation came after nearly 100 
employees of the Raj Bhavan in Shillong on 
Wednesday, sent a five-page letter to the 
Prime Minister’s Office and the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan demanding recall of the Governor 
for what they alleged was “turning the Raj 
Bhavan into a Young Ladies Club”.

According to a Rashtrapati Bhavan 
media statement, Assam Governor Ban-
warilal Purohit will act as the the Gover-
nor of Meghalaya in the interim, while 
Nagaland Governor Padmanabha Bal-
akrishna Acharya will take over additional 
charge of Arunachal Pradesh. From the 
time Shanmuganathan took over, the Raj 

Bhavan employees alleged, they were go-
ing through “severe humiliation, mental 
stress and torture”.

The protest letter by the Raj Bhavan 
staff came after an English daily report 
quoted a woman who accused the Gover-
nor of making advances by “hugging and 
kissing her”.

The woman was one of seven candi-
dates selected for an interview for the 
post of a Public Relations Officer at the 
Raj Bhavan.

The Governor had denied the charges.
Meanwhile, the Congress has demand-

ed criminal action be initiated against 
Shanmuganathan.

“We are demanding an FIR (first infor-
mation report) be filed against him and 
an enquiry be conducted. The allegations 
against him are serious,” said Congress 
spokesperson Tom Vadakkan.

Besides the Congress and the Janata Dal 
United demanding his removal, civil soci-
ety groups in Meghalaya had launched a 
signature campaign to demand the im-
mediate recall of the Governor.

New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) Former 
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan 
has lauded the Delhi government for 
providing free primary health care 
through Mohalla Clinics -- an initia-
tive that is “consistent with the Uni-
versal Health Coverage (UHC) goal” of 
the World Health Organization.

In a letter to Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal, Annan has termed the 
scheme “successful and impressive” 
and said, “...you have scaled up the 
provision of universal free health ser-
vices, most notably in providing free 
primary healthcare services through 
your new Mohalla Clinics”.

“We understand that this initiative is 
proving very successful and we com-
mend you on this impressive achieve-
ment,” said Annan, who heads “The 
Elders”, an independent organisation 
promoting peace, justice and human 
rights worldwide. 

“We are aware that your administra-
tion has implemented a series of health 
reforms consistent with the Universal 
Health Coverage (UHC) goal,” he said, 
referring to the WHO initiative that all 
people receive the health services they 

need without suffering financial hard-
ship when paying for them.

The Delhi government plans to build 
some 1,000 Mohalla Clinics across the 
city. At least 107 such clinics have al-
ready come up, in both middle class 
and urban poor neighbourhoods, 
where people enjoy the facilities of 
doctors, tests and medicines -- all for 
free.

When 1,000 Mohalla Clinics are 
built, Delhi will be a saturated model 
state for healthcare, he said.

“We believe you could further ex-
tend health coverage in Delhi and 
provide further important lessons for 
other Indian states embarking on their 
UHC journeys.”

“From experience elsewhere, in-
cluding in some of our own countries, 
the Elders believe that a bold move 
to advance UHC could bring tremen-
dous health and economic benefits to 
the people of India. It would also, of 
course, be likely to prove extremely 
popular.”

Kejriwal extended the deadline for 
setting up of 1,000 Mohalla clinics up 
to March 31, 2017.

Kolkata, Jan 27 (IANS) Renowned 
poet and lyricist Javed Akhtar be-
lieves it is the Hindu caste system 
that has forced Muslims to live un-
der a false lineage, he said at the 
Tata Steel Kolkata Literary Meet 
here on Friday.

“You ask an average Muslim, 
what is your lineage? They will say 
‘My great great grandfather used 
to sell dry fruits in Basra, Iraq’. So 
they are willing to come from Af-
ghanistan also, but right on Khyber 
Pass they stopped coming,” Akhtar 
said while speaking at a session 
revolving around Islamophobia, 
which means dislike of or prejudice 
against Islam or Muslims.

“Why do they stop coming,” he 
continued.

“It is because of Hindu caste sys-
tem. If he accepts my grandfather 
got converted in Punjab which 
he did, they (Hindus) will ask you 
what was your father before the 
conversion. It is Hindu caste sys-
tem which has made him create 
a false lineage,” said Akhtar, who 
took the session by storm with his 
passionate speech.

Akhtar, who proclaims to have 
no religion and is an atheist, said 
90 per cent Muslims in India are 
converts.

“They say ‘You are an invader, 
you have come from outside’. They 
say they have come from Ghaznavi. 
The fact is that they have not. The 
fact is 90 per cent of Muslims are 

converts. But they are accused to 
be the outsiders. And they say ‘Yes, 
we are outsiders’.”

Questioning the meaning of ste-
reotype, Akhtar said “we tend to 
stereotype people in every field. 
But as long as it is benign it’s okay, 
the problem starts when it be-
comes malignant”.

Questioning the relevance of 
Ummah, a Muslim phrase mean-
ing the collective community of 
Islamic peoples, Akhtar said: “It 
becomes malignant from both the 
sides. People who are looking for 
a particular group of people, they 
have developed an opinion about 
them. And people who are within 
a community, they also have de-
veloped a certain opinion about 
themselves. There are also stereo-
typing. It’s two way.”

“Muslims are like that. The fact 
that Muslims are no nation at all. 
There is a word they have Ummah, 
which is all the Muslims of the 
world are one nation, are they?” the 
72-year old questioned.

“Let’s go and ask these Saudis 
and the Kuwaitis, are we the same 
nation? In Kuwait or any any mid-
dle eastern country, so called Is-
lamic country, nobody including a 
Muslim who is not from there will 
be able to allowed to marry a girl 
or do his own business without an 
Arab partner.

To Akhtar, there is no such ‘iden-
tity’ and it is a myth.

Chandigarh, Jan 27 (IANS) A 
Sikh priest, who refused to hon-
our Punjab Chief Minister Par-
kash Singh Badal during his visit 
to Harmandar Sahib in Amritsar 
in June 2016, joined the AAP on 
Friday and accused the Badals of 
financially helping those behind 
incidents of sacrilege in the state.

Priest Balbir Singh had defend-
ed his refusal to give a ‘siropa’ 
(robe of honour) to Badal on June 
3 last year by saying that he had 
done so to protest the repeated 
sacrilege of Guru Granth Sahib 

in Punjab in 2016 and the Badal 
government’s failure to catch 
the culprits. He was immediately 
transferred out of Amritsar by the 
Shiromani Gurdwara Parband-
hak Committee, which controls 
the Sikh shrines in the state.

“I also came to know that the 
Badal family is giving financial 
help to those involved in the hei-
nous act. Sacrilege incidents on 
this scale were not possible with-
out the active involvement of the 
ruling (Shiromani Akali Dal) party. 
My protest was against the state 

government’s failure to arrest the 
guilty,” Balbir Singh said on Fri-
day after he was inducted into the 
Aam Aadmi Party by senior party 
leader Sanjay Singh and others.

He said the AAP leadership has 
assured him those guilty in the 
sacrilege cases would be pun-
ished. Before formally joining the 
AAP, Balbir Singh announced his 
support to AAP candidate Jarnail 
Singh, who is pitted against the 
Chief Minister in Lambi assem-
bly constituency. The elections 
to the 117-member Punjab as-

sembly will be held on February 
4 and counting of ballots taken 
up on March 11. On October 20 
last year, the Punjab Police said 
they had arrested two brothers for 
their involvement in the desecra-
tion of the Guru Granth Sahib at 
Bargari village in Faridkot district.

A senior police officer then 
said that other incidents of sac-
rilege reported from Kohrian 
(Sangrur district), Nijjarpura 
(Amritsar), Ghawaddi (Ludhi-
ana) and Bathh (Tarn Taran) 
were of localised nature.

Kolkata, Jan 27 (IANS) West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on 
Friday said her government has not 
cut down on the social and welfare 
programmes despite revenue earn-
ings slowing down due to the cen-
tral government’s demonetisation 
scheme.

“In the name of cashless transac-
tions, the cash has disappeared. De-
spite all the hardships due to demon-
etisation, our humane government is 
beside the people.

“Due to the ‘note-bandi’, our reve-
nue earning has slowed down. But we 
have not cut any of our programmes. 
We will work for the people,” she 
said at a function on the occasion of 
Khadya Sathi Dibas at city’s Red Road. 

She alleged that some parties were 
trying to incite violence and create 
riots, and warned that the people of 
Bengal would not tolerate such things.

She also accused some political 
parties of filing politically motivated 
public interest litigations.

Hindu caste system has 
created false lineage for 
Muslims: Javed Akhtar

Sikh priest joins AAP, say Badals 
helped sacrilege cases culprits

No cut in social pro-
grammes despite demoneti-

sation impact: Mamata
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The Vice President, Shri M. Hamid Ansari and Smt. Salma Ansari with the Tableaux Artistes 
who participated in the Republic Day Parade - 2017, in New Delhi on January 27, 2017. PIB
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 India and Pakistan are at logger heads. India 

is closer to the U.S but on the other hand, Paki-

stan is not only closer to China, but has been 

planning to oversee a China-Pakistan Economic 

Corridor project for the modernization of Paki-

stan, which means that both sides are actively 

engaged for a conflict. This is a serious situ-

ation and if there is any conflict, it will be of 

a high order and both countries are not in a 

position to bear the consequences. Prepara-

tion for war with the help of China for Pakistan 

and the U.S for India will be an unhappy situ-

ation for both the countries and the question 

that arises is why should either country be a 

proxy for a super power. We are getting reports 

of war preparations every now and again from 

both sides. It is also reported that China is en-

gaged not only in economic development, but 

also has already started preparing war material 

and armaments. Infact, both the countries are 

involved in a conflict due to Kashmir and none 

of them is prepared to make any compromise 

on this issue. It is reported that today China has 

become the world’s fastest growing economy 

with a rapid pace of modernisation never seen 

in history. In time, China is expected to surpass 

the United States to become the world’s big-

gest economy. However, the American people 

are fed up with wars and soldiers are not pre-

pared to set their foot on the ground in any war, 

any longer. Therefore, the U.S is cultivating In-

dia as an ally because it has a huge popula-

tion with an enormous standing army. We have 

already quoted that China has a high order of 

war preparation. We as Indians cannot accept 

the proposition of entering the war, no matter 

what be the cause behind it. it does not mean 

that Indians will not honor their needs for de-

fense, but India`s economic condition is not of 

that high order. It is not only the U.S, but NATO 

and most of the eastern countries like Japan 

are against the advancement of China and they 

want to check it as effectively as possible. As 

far as India and Pakistan are concerned, their 

differences rest on Kashmir only, but once war 

starts, we cannot restrict India to a few issues. 

What India needs is industrial and economic 

development. Inspite of all the claims by the 

government, we must say that our agriculture, 

education and general economy is struggling 

to make improvement and India has not made 

the progress of the order required.                 

By Ashish MishrA And
M.r. nArAyAn swAMy

The AAP is “comfortable” 
with Delhi’s new Lt Gover-
nor Anil Baijal and is also 

confident of winning assembly 
elections in both Punjab and Goa, 
Deputy Chief Minister Manish Si-
sodia says.

An election victory in a major 
state like Punjab will give a huge 
boost to the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) nationally for its brand of 
“clean politics”, Sisodia said in a 
45-minute interview here.

In contrast to the uneasy ties it 
had with former Lt Governor Na-
jeeb Jung, Sisodia told IANS that 
the Delhi government was “com-
fortable” with Baijal, who took 
charge on December 31. “I have 
met him many times and we feel 
comfortable with him,” said Si-
sodia, who also holds the educa-

tion portfolio and is a confidant of 
Chief Minister and AAP leader Ar-
vind Kejriwal. “We (Delhi govern-
ment and Baijal) have been dis-
cussing issues. Many files that had 
been held up (by Jung) are being 
cleared... He is a positive man.”

Sisodia said Baijal had worked in 
several government departments 
in Delhi and knew the problems 
faced by the national capital.

Sisodia’s praise of the new Lt 
Governor marks a major depar-
ture from the way the AAP gov-
ernment in Delhi and Jung were 
in perennial conflict mode over 
issues of governance.

With less than a week left for 
campaigning to end in Punjab 
and Goa for the February 4 as-
sembly elections, the 45-year-old 
AAP leader said he was sure the 
party would take power in both 
the states. “We will have a clean 

sweep” in the battle for the 117-
seat Punjab assembly, he said. “It 
will be like a Delhi verdict.”

The AAP swept 67 of the 70 
seats in Delhi in February 2015, 
delivering the first electoral rout 
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
since he became the Gujarat 
Chief Minister in 2001. According 
to Sisodia, the AAP’s achievements 
in the education and health sec-
tors, and the various steps it had 
taken for the trading community 
in Delhi, were enormously helping 
the party in Punjab.

He accused the Akali Dal and 
the Rashtriya Swayamsewak 
Sangh (RSS), the BJP’s ideological 
parent, of telling people in Pun-
jab’s rural areas to vote for the 
Congress if they were unhappy 
with the Akali-BJP government. 
“This has backfired,” said Siso-
dia, who returned from Punjab 

recently after extensively cam-
paigning there. “It has made peo-
ple believe Kejriwal’s charge that 
the Akalis and the Congress are 
secretly allied against the AAP.”

Sisodia claimed the AAP would 
win the battle for the 40-seat Goa 
assembly too.

He said Kejriwal’s appeal was 
working in both Punjab and 
Goa, and the ruling BJP had been 
weakened in Goa. “People in Goa 
are looking for a new hope. That 
hope is AAP.”

Sisodia said it was part of the 
AAP’s political strategy to name 
former bureaucrat Elvis Gomes as 
the chief ministerial candidate in 
Goa but name none in Punjab.

He said it was sad Modi did not 
accept his party’s request to have 
“a healthy competition” between 
the central and Delhi govern-
ments in the areas of Digital In-
dia, Clean India and Skill Devel-
opment. “The BJP,” he said, “does 
not have new ideas. They only be-
lieve in politics of gimmicks. This 
can’t work in the long run.”

iAns

AAP ‘comfortable’ with new LG, will 
win Punjab, Goa: Manish Sisodia

By JAideep sArin

Dusht” (wicked), “kuttanga” 
(I’ll thrash), “lootere” (rob-
bers), “topiwalas” (a refer-

ence to AAP workers), “meesana” 
(crooked or cunning people): This 
is what top politicians, across party 
lines, are openly hurling at each 
other in the run-up to the February 
4 assembly elections in Punjab.

With the stakes being high for 
the ruling Shiromani Akali Dal-
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) com-
bine, which has been in power 
since 2007, the opposition Con-
gress and new entrant Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP), the state is witness-
ing triangular contests on almost 
all the 117 assembly seats. And, 
the political lingo of the leaders is 
stooping to a new low as the pitch 
of the election din gets higher.

Punjab Congress President Ama-
rinder Singh certainly leads the 
pack.Amarinder, who is contest-
ing against Chief Minister Parkash 
Singh Badal from the latter’s tra-
ditional assembly seat of Lambi in 
Muktsar district, recently vowed 
to give “dusht” Badal a “massive 
thrashing in Lambi”.

“Baabe nuh Lambi vich kut-
tanga,” (I will thrash the old man 
in Lambi) declares Amarinder at 
his political gatherings, amid thun-
derous applause from the people. 
Amarinder, nearly 75 years old, 

shows scant regard for Badal, 89, 
the country’s oldest serving chief 
minister, while talking about the 
latter. Other words used by Ama-
rinder during his speeches are 
“lootere” for the Badal family and 
“jhootha” (liar), “topiwala” and 
“meesana” for AAP national con-
vener and Delhi Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal.

This is not the first time Ama-
rinder is using such words.

Before the 2012 assembly elec-
tions, he had openly warned rebel 
Congress candidates that there 
would be a “qattal-e-aam” (car-
nage) against them if they did not 
withdraw from the fray against 
the official candidates. Some reb-
els actually caused the defeat of 
Congress candidates in the previ-
ous elections.

The Congress’ new political find, 
cricketer-turned-politician and TV 
personality Navjot Singh Sidhu has 
coming out all guns blazing against 
the Badal family for “ruining Pun-
jab”. This “saviour” of Punjab, who 
hardly showed up in the state in 
the past 13 years, is aiming to “Save 
Punjab” in just around a fortnight 
before the polls.

Sidhu had, when he was in the 
BJP, described then Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh as a “pappu 
(good for nothing) PM” and “an-
arth shastri”(an agent of destruc-

tion) during the 2012 assembly 
polls. Sidhu is now part of the same 
Congress. Former Army chief and 
ex-Governor of Arunachal Pradesh, 
Gen J.J. Singh, who is pitted against 
Amarinder Singh for the Patiala-
Urban seat, was recently caught on 
video telling Akali Dal leaders that 
they should “hit below the belt”. 
He used cuss words in Punjabi dur-
ing the meeting.

AAP leader and Lok Sabha MP 
Bhagwant Mann has warned the 
people against falling into the trap 
of “nonsense allurements” by Akali 
Dal president and Punjab Deputy 
Chief Minister Sukhbir Badal.

“Going by the track record of 
Sukhbir Badal, one can assume 
that he is just to rise to next level 
of cheating and bluffing”, Mann 
said, referring to Sukhbir’s offer 
to help Punjabis buy land in other 
countries.

“Abraham Lincoln might have 
had people like Sukhbir Badal in 
his mind while penning the quote 
‘You can fool all the people some 
of the time, and some of the people 
all the time, but you cannot fool 
all the people all the time’,” Mann 
said. Union minister and Sukhbir’s 
wife, Harsimrat Kaur Badal, too 
has been attacking Amarinder and 
Sidhu without showing much re-
gard for their age. “Punjab is not a 
laughter show stage where he (Sid-

hu) can make tall and false claims,” 
she has been telling the people. 
“Newly-born Congress leader Nav-
jot Sidhu is using dirty dialogue 
and cheap language against the 
political opponents. He himself 
is good for nothing,” Harsimrat 
pointed out. Sukhbir Badal has de-
scribed Sidhu as a “paid employee” 
of the Congress.

The Akalis and BJP have been 
attacking Sidhu for “changing his 
mother” after he switched from 
the BJP to the Congress. Amarinder 
may now be calling Sidhu his “son” 
but a few weeks ago, he was calling 
him names and his Awaaz-e-Pun-
jab front a “tonga party”.

AAP state convener Gurpreet 
Singh Waraich wants to know from 
Badal the tricks to become rich.

“People of Punjab wanted to 
know the formula and it would be 
great service to society if Badals 
can give some tips to become rich 
like Harsimrat Badal whose over-
all assets have risen by Rs 15 crore 
from Rs 14 crore in 2012 to Rs 29.5 
crore in 2017. 

She is probably the only woman 
politician of Punjab or North India 
who owns jewelry worth Rs crore, 
even as Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has restricted the possession 
of gold jewelry up to 500 grams 
only,” Waraich pointed out.

iAns

Punjab politicians take poll lingo to new lows

By VikAs dAttA

Population control, a vital goal for both 
China and India, can be better achieved 
by empowering women instead of coer-

cive methods like Beijing's "one-child" drive, 
says acclaimed journalist Mei Fong who has 
extensively studied the policy and its delete-
rious demographic and economic effects.

"Chinese and Indian societies, both of 
which are patriarchal, must realise that mar-
riage and giving birth to babies (preferably 
male) is not the sole purpose of women, nor 
desirable early.

"Allowing women choice as to their educa-
tion, jobs and methods of contraception is 
more viable for controlling population, rather 
than forced and 'quick-fix' methods like ster-
ilisation, abortions and quotas," the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning Malayasian Chinese-American 
journalist told IANS in an interview.

Fong, who covered China for the Wall 
Street Journal and has authored "One Child: 
The Past and Future of China's Most Radical 
Experiment" (One World/Pan Macmillan, 
2016), listed the several severe and unwel-
come outcomes of the policy, begun in 1979 
as China under Deng Xiaoping tried to accel-
erate economically.

"It has led to a severe gender imbalance... 
there are many 'villages of bachelors' across 
China, there is lack of care for the elderly, 
and a falling birth rate, which will impact on 
the workforce China needs to remain a low-
cost global manufacturing hub," said Fong, 
who addressed a session at the Jaipur Litera-
ture Festival 2017.

Then the "Little Emperors", or boys who 
were born under the policy -- with Chinese 
no less keen than Indians on a male child 
-- have a different mindset, she said. "They 
have received so much adoration... this can 
stifle innovation and entrepreneurship."

Their parents, keen to get them a good 
match, have got them apartments to in-
crease their attraction, leading to an artifi-
cial high in urban estate prices throughout 

China, she added. On the other hand, though 
the lesser number of women are eagerly 
sought after, this has not made a difference 
in their status."The laws of economics do 
not work in a patriarchal system... women 
are more valuable, but not valued. They 

have been commodified and this fuels sex 
trafficking."Though Chinese authorities had 
relaxed the policy as her book was getting 
ready in 2015 and now had a two-children 
norm, "women's fertility was not a tap that 
could be turned off and on" and it was going 
to take long for the adverse effects to be miti-
gated, Fong told IANS.

It has led to a "strange role reversal" where 
the Chinese are going to America for babies, 
since it has better medical facilities and al-
lows surrogate parenting.

She also cited the traumatic and bizarre cir-
cumstances that she had come across while 
researching the book, including a woman 
who was one of the "population police" re-
porting illicit pregnancies and involved in al-
most 1,500 forcible abortions including third 
in late stages of pregnancy, but herself hav-
ing only a daughter and needing to adopt a 
son. "This woman now lives abroad in hiding 
and her favourite pastime is giving candy to 
children," she said.

She also recounted the case of a Chinese 
company once making furniture but now 
not finding it viable and switching to mak-
ing full-size sex dolls. "They ship them out in 
coffin-like boxes... it is creepy," she said. 

Fong also told IANS that there were many 
other "explosive stories" of traumatic expe-
riences of the one-child policy, which she 
faulted as being based on a "faulty mindset" 
of all men deciding a policy for women, and 
going on so long without a course correction.

"They thought women's fertility was a ma-
chine that could be speeded up or down... 
whether more humane policies, though tak-
ing a little longer, but less coercive, would 
have achieved the same purpose with lesser 
side-effects," she said, adding the worst is 
that is that it was not the policy, but relaxing 
of socialist controls, that led to China's eco-
nomic boom. "Government social policies 
can work. The problem is when fast results 
are sought," said Fong.

iAns

'Allow women choice, rights to achieve 
sustainable population control'

Chinese-American Pulitzer 
Prize winning journalist Mei 
Fong\'s book on China\'s one 

child policy

india has perforce to join the 
western alliance 
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America must not turn its back on Syrian refugees
By  LInda J.

United States President Donald 
Trump says that it is not safe to ac-
cept certain kinds of refugees with-

out “extreme vetting” that he has yet to 
detail. So he has now banned people from 
seven countries, including Syria, which I 
fled with my family in 2014. 

But we were thoroughly vetted before we 
came to the US, just like other refugees — 
exhaustively, endlessly vetted. We are not 
terrorists. And if we’d been stopped from 
coming to America, we would be suffering 
horribly right now.

When our seven-day-old son died while 
receiving treatment for jaundice in a Da-
mascus hospital, my husband and I decid-
ed to flee the country with our daughters. 
(I described the experience in an essay for 
the Washington Post, parts of which are 
adapted here.) We ended up in a cramped 
apartment in Tripoli, Lebanon, where we 
soon spent our savings; we were living 
hand-to-mouth.

After a year, I received a call from the 
United Nations asking if my family would 
like to resettle somewhere else. Based on 
our documents, stories and circumstances 
— our large family, five girls, my husband’s 
potential as a healthy worker — we had 
been deemed eligible to apply for refugee 
status. We could not return home to Syria. 
We could not continue living on the brink 

of starvation in Lebanon. A safe option was 
available: We began the application process 
to come to the US.

The process started with a series of meet-
ings with US government representatives — 
at least five in-person interviews with each 
of us and countless phone conversations. 
The questions were very detailed: About 
my family, my friends, how I spent my time. 
The interviewers often knew the answers to 
the questions before they asked them. 

They asked about my life going back to 
the day I was born; they even knew the lo-
cation of the hospital. My story is my story, 
so I knew that the details would match their 
information. But I was stunned by the level 
of scrutiny and the length of the process.

Each member of the family told their 
story and those stories had to be consis-
tent with interviews given by other people 
who knew us. If our answers didn’t match 
information US officials already had, or if 
they couldn’t validate our information, we 
didn’t progress to the next step. I had only 
a glimmer of hope that this would work — 
and that we could have a safe life for my 
daughters. We lived on that hope.

Finally, more than a year after we began 
applying and more than two years after 
we fled Damascus, we were cleared in De-
cember 2014 to resettle in Baltimore. We 
had $30 (Dh110) for the journey. During 
an airport layover in Germany, I bought a 

drink and, without realising it, spent a third 
of our savings on a $10 bottle of water. My 
husband joked that now we were really fin-
ished and should just turn back.

We, too, have been appalled by Daesh’s 
(the self-proclaimed Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant) terrorist attacks around the 
world and we condemn them wholeheart-
edly. My family and I lived through horrific 
acts like these. I believe the screening we 
underwent was so intense, so thorough and 
so long that it would be impossible for mili-
tants to come to America.

Now my daughters, who previously spoke 
no English, are in school, and my husband 
has a good job as a driver for a clothing 
company. My biggest dream is for them to 
have a good education and good careers 
and for us to be part of the American soci-
ety: To learn the language, to do something 
productive, to integrate. That’s exactly what 
Trump believes is impossible.

If we hadn’t been able to come to the US, 
we would have been stuck. My parents and 
siblings are still in Tripoli and they say the 
situation is so bad that one can’t imagine. 
There’s no work, the rent for houses is unaf-
fordable and half the people are supported 
by the UN. There is little medical assistance 
and people who get sick don’t have money 
for medicine. The situation is very bad. It is 
like this in other refugee destinations, too 
— in Jordan, Turkey and Egypt. Things in 

Damascus, my hometown, are even worse. 
My sister still lives there with her sick hus-
band and five children; we communicate 
through WhatsApp every once in a while. 
Sometimes, they go four or five days with-
out eating, even though she was pregnant. 
Because there are few doctors (and the ones 
that remain cost too much money), my sis-
ter gave birth by herself at home seven days 
ago. She isn’t well-nourished enough to 
nurse the baby girl, so they’ve begun cook-
ing rice kernels and feeding them to the in-
fant. They are going to lose the baby if they 
continue with that, but it’s really hard to see 

your child starve to death in front of you, so 
what are they supposed to do? Trump says 
he wants to fight terrorism, but instead he’s 
fighting the victims of terrorism. I want 
to ask him: If America is based on diverse 
people from different cultures and coun-
tries, what right do you have to tell suffer-
ing Muslims that they are unwelcome. Even 
your wife is an immigrant! Is it because 
she’s not from a Muslim country? With 
Trump’s policy, we are telling people who 
are dying: We can’t help you. Stay where 
you are, and die there.
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US President Trump says he wants to fight terrorism, but instead he’s fighting the victims of terrorism

By yanIs VaroufakIs

The European idea is being driven into 
retreat by the combined force of a de-
nial, an insurgency, and a fallacy. The 

European Union (EU) establishment’s de-
nial that the Union’s economic architecture 
was never designed to sustain the banking 
crisis of 2008 has resulted in deflationary 
forces that delegitimise the European proj-
ect.  The predictable reaction to deflation 
has been the insurgency of anti-European 
parties across the continent. And, most 
worrying of all, the establishment has re-
sponded with the fallacy that “federation-
lite” can stem the nationalist tide.

It can’t. In the wake of the euro crisis, 
Europeans shudder at the thought of giv-
ing the EU more power over their lives and 
communities. A Eurozone political union, 
with a small federal budget and some mu-
tualisation of gains, losses and debt would 
have been useful in 1999, when the com-
mon currency was born. 

But now, under the weight of massive 
banking losses and legacy debts caused by 
the euro’s faulty architecture, federation-
lite (as proposed by French presidential 
hopeful Emmanuel Macron) is too little too 
late. It would become the permanent Aus-
terity Union that German Finance Minister 
Wolfgang Schauble has sought for years. 
There could be no better gift to today’s “Na-
tionalist International”.

Simply put, progressives need to ask a 
straightforward question: Why is the Euro-
pean idea dying? The answers are clear: In-
voluntary unemployment and involuntary 
intra-EU migration. Involuntary unemploy-
ment is the price of inadequate investment 

across Europe, owing to austerity, and of 
the oligopolistic forces that have concen-
trated jobs in Europe’s surplus economies 
during the resulting deflationary era. Invol-
untary migration is the price of economic 
necessity in Europe’s periphery. The vast 
majority of Greeks, Bulgarians and Span-
iards do not move to Britain or Germany for 
the climate; they move because they must.

Life for Britons and Germans will im-
prove not by building electrified border 
fences and withdrawing into the bosom 
of the nation-state, but by creating decent 
conditions in every European country. And 
that is precisely what is needed to revive 
the idea of a democratic, open Europe. No 

European nation can prosper sustainably if 
other Europeans are in the grip of depres-
sion. That is why Europe needs a New Deal 
well before it begins to think of federation.

Next month, the DiEM25 movement will 
unveil such a European New Deal, which it 
will launch the next month, on the anniver-
sary of the Treaty of Rome. That New Deal 
will be based on a simple guiding principle: 
All Europeans should enjoy in their home 
country the right to a job paying a living 
wage, decent housing, high-quality health 
care and education, and a clean environ-
ment. Unlike former United States president 
Franklin Roosevelt’s original New Deal in 
the 1930s, a European New Deal must be 

realised without the tools of a functioning 
federation, relying instead on the EU’s exist-
ing institutions. Otherwise, Europe’s disin-
tegration will accelerate, leaving nothing in 
its wake to federate. The European New Deal 
should include five precise goals and the 
means to achieve them under existing EU 
treaties, without any centralization of power 
in Brussels or further loss of sovereignty:

n Large-scale green investment will be 
funded by a partnership between Europe’s 
public investment banks (the European In-
vestment Bank, KfW, and others) and cen-
tral banks (on the basis of directing quanti-
tative easing to investment project bonds) 
to channel up to 5 per cent of European 
total income into investments in green en-
ergy and sustainable technologies.

n An employment guarantee scheme to 
provide living-wage jobs in the public and 
non-profit sectors for every European in 
their home country, available on demand 
for all who want them. On condition that 
the scheme does not replace civil-service 
jobs, carry tenure, or replace existing ben-
efits, it would establish an alternative to 
choosing between misery and emigration.

n An anti-poverty fund that provides for 
basic needs across Europe, which would 
also serve as the foundation of an eventual 
benefits union. n A universal basic dividend 
to socialise a greater share of growing re-
turns to capital. n Immediate anti-eviction 
protection, in the form of a right-to-rent 
rule that permits homeowners facing fore-
closure to remain in their homes at a fair 
rent set by local community boards. In the 
longer term, Europe must fund and guar-
antee decent housing for every European 

in their home country, restoring the model 
of social housing that has been dismantled 
across the continent.

Both the employment scheme and the 
anti-poverty programme should be based 
on a modern version of an old practice: 
Public banking for public purpose, funded 
by a pragmatic but radical currency reform 
within the Eurozone and the EU, as well 
as in non-EU European countries. Specifi-
cally, all seigniorage profits of central banks 
would be used for these purposes.

In addition, an electronic public clear-
ing mechanism for deposits and payments 
(outside the banking system) would be es-
tablished in each country. Tax accounts 
would serve to accept deposits, receive 
payments, and facilitate transfers through 
web banking, payment apps, and publicly 
issued debit cards. The working balances 
could then be lent to the fund supporting 
the employment and anti-poverty pro-
grams, and would be insured by a European 
deposit insurance scheme and deficits cov-
ered by central bank bonds, serviced at low 
rates by national governments.

Only such a European New Deal can 
stem the EU’s disintegration. Each and 
every European country must be stabi-
lised and made to prosper. Europe can 
survive neither as a free-for-all nor as an 
Austerity Union in which some countries, 
behind a fig leaf of federalism, are con-
demned to permanent depression, and 
debtors are denied democratic rights. To 
“take back our country”, we need to re-
claim common decency and restore com-
mon sense across Europe.
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A new deal to save Europe
It must be realised without the tools of a functioning 

federation, relying instead on the EU’s existing institutions

UAe at the core of India’s Middle east outreach

By sanJIB kumar das

By inviting the heads-of-state of South 
Asian Association for Regional Coop-
eration (Saarc) nations for his swear-

ing-in ceremony in May 2014, Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi made a clear state-
ment of intent — that New Delhi was keen 
on forging better ties with its neighbours. 
Thereafter, in the last 32 months, South 
Block’s earnestness in pursuing a robust 
foreign policy doctrine has become all too 
apparent, with Modi’s frequent visits to 
countries far and near being the clearest in-
dicator of a new blueprint.

While it is still too premature to make a 
final comment on the long-term efficacy 
of this new outreach programme by India, 
there is no debate on at least one count — 
unlike the previous dispensation at the cen-
tre for the last two decades, led by Manmo-
han Singh — that the current government is 
making an all-out effort to be better heard 
and understood on the global stage.

From that perspective, if inviting then US 
President Barack Obama for India’s Repub-
lic Day parade on January 26, 2015, marked 
one end of a vibrant foreign-policy arc, 
then, undoubtedly, extending an invitation 
to His Highness Shaikh Moahmmad Bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince 
and Deputy Supreme Commander of the 
UAE Armed Forces, to be the Chief Guest 
at this year’s Republic Day celebrations in 
New Delhi constitutes the other end of that 
same robust policy arc. Modi referred to the 
US president by his first name at the media 
conference at Hyderabad House, and the 

visit marked a high-point in Indo-US ties 
— perhaps signalling, for the first time, that 
India’s foreign-policy agenda and objec-
tives do not necessarily constitute a staid, 
straitjacketed, copybook response to the 
menu and that an effective, muscular di-
plomacy can cut through nuances and pro-
tocol and make a deep impact. If trying to 
redraw the parameters of Indo-US ties on a 
new template has been the hallmark of the 
Modi-led government’s foreign policy out-
reach, then equally significant are the ways 

in which the current Indian establishment 
is trying to redefine and bolster its ties with 
countries in the Arabian Gulf and Middle 
East. Since the summer of 2015, the Indian 
prime minister has visited the UAE, Saudi 
Arabia, Iran, Qatar and Turkey and each 
of these trips have been extremely signifi-
cant in ensuring that New Delhi commands 
a broader bandwidth and better traction 
among countries in the region, to be able 
to put its point across in a more coherent 
manner. Modi, in fact, is the first Indian 

Prime Minister to have visited the UAE after 
a hiatus of 34 years. In comparison, during 
his decade-long tenure as prime minister of 
India, Manmohan Singh visited the region 
only four times — two of those being for 
non-aligned summits in Egypt and Iran, in 
2009 and 2012, respectively.

Security concerns
While development of trade and com-

merce and enhancement of people-to-
people interactions have always been ar-
eas of shared interest between India and 
countries in the Gulf and Middle East, it 
is mutual concern over security that has 
added a new dimension to this time-tested 
paradigm. The proliferation of terror outfits 
in and around the Indian subcontinent has 
been an issue that New Delhi has grappled 
with for long. With the emergence of Daesh 
(the self-proclaimed Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant), India’s urgency to seek a 
potent strategy to counter extremist threats 
has become all too obvious.

Faced with such a challenge, India’s Mid-
dle East outreach in the last two years has 
been one of the most definitive cogents of 
its foreign policy doctrine. New Delhi has 
already inked crucial security cooperation 
pacts with the UAE, Oman, Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia — according highest priority to is-
sues of public safety and well-being.

Modi’s visit to the UAE in August 2015, 
followed by Shaikh Mohammad Bin Za-
yed’s reciprocal tour of India last February, 
have marked a new chapter in UAE-India 
bilateral relations that have always been 
granted a special status since the time of 
the UAE’s founding father, the late Shaikh 
Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan. With the lead-
erships in Abu Dhabi and New Delhi jointly 
acknowledging the threat of terrorism as an 

area of mutual concern and highlighting 
the need for greater intelligence-sharing 
and cooperation in defence and counter-
terrorism, the two countries have sent out 
a very strong message to the wider world: 
That terror in any form and from any source 
is reprehensible and will be dealt with ap-
propriately. The UAE’s strong statement, 
expressing solidarity with India, in the wake 
of last September’s deadly suicide attack on 
an Indian Army base in Uri bore testimony 
to Abu Dhabi’s commitment to stand by a 
friend in its hour of crisis.

Shaikh Mohammad’s ongoing visit to 
India, his second since last February, is 
expected to further enhance and facilitate 
India’s deepening and immersive ties with 
the region, even as the UAE continues to 
be one of the most favoured destinations 
among India’s expatriate community.

With about 2.6 million Indians residing in 
the UAE — constituting almost 30 per cent 
of the country’s population — relations be-
tween the two countries continue to scale 
new heights of mutual understanding and 
cooperation. Annual remittances to India 
from the UAE are estimated to be around 
$14 billion (Dh51.49 billion), with India be-
ing the UAE’s largest trading partner and 
the UAE being India’s third-largest trading 
partner after the US and China.

While the UAE has been at the centre of 
India’s efforts at recalibrating its foreign-
policy objectives in the Middle East, Modi’s 
parleys with leaders from Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt and Turkey over the last two years 
have all contributed towards infusing a new 
level of energy and freshness in policy for-
mulation and execution in one of the most 
strategically important areas of the globe.
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Mohammad Bin Zayed’s presence at Republic Day celebrations in New Delhi tomorrow 
will be the centrepiece of Modi’s foreign policy recalibration in the region
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Trump fan charged with hate crimes 
over JFK Muslim attack

New York, Jan 27 (IANS) A Massachusetts man has been 
charged with hate crimes for allegedly kicking a Muslim 
worker at New York’s JFK airport and shouting expletives at 
her. Robin Rhodes, 57, is accused of saying “Trump... will get 
rid of all of you.” and blocking the woman from leaving her 
office in the Delta Sky Lounge.

Assault and unlawful imprisonment are among the hate 
crimes charges he faces, the Queens District Attorney said.

He faces up to four years in prison if convicted. Hate crime 
‘surge’ after Trump win

The Delta airlines employee, who wears a headscarf or hi-
jab, was sitting in her office on Wednesday evening when Mr 
Rhodes is alleged to have come up to the door, sworn at her, 
punched the door, blocked the doorway and kicked her in the 
right leg.

Al-Shabab fighters attack Kenya 
military base in Somalia

Mogadishu, Jan 27 (IANS) Islamist militant al-Shabab fight-
ers have launched an attack on a Kenyan military base in 
southern Somalia.

The al-Qaeda-linked group says it has killed more than 50 
soldiers and seized military vehicles and weapons.

But a Kenyan military spokesman said the dawn attack was 
repelled, the base was not overrun and scores of insurgents 
were killed in the fighting.

A year ago al-Shabab carried out a similar attack on a Ke-
nyan base in the town el-Ade.

In that raid the Islamist group said it had killed more than 
100 soldiers, but the Kenyan government refused to give its 
casualty figures.

Kenya’s ministry of defence spokesman has not confirmed 
the deaths of any soldiers in the latest attack.

Lt Col Paul Njuguna, however, did say that soldiers had 
killed “scores” of al-Shabab fighters when the attackers tried 
to enter the camp in Kolbiyow, near the Kenyan border, after 
setting off a car bomb.

Al-Shabab says it has taken control of the base and sur-
rounding area, according to the AFP news agency.

Kenya contributes more than 3,600 troops to the Africa 
Union mission helping the UN-backed government tackle al-
Shabab in Somalia.

Beijing makes ‘no fireworks’ plea 
amid smog concerns

Beijing, Jan 27 (IANS) Officials in China’s capital, Beijing, 
have called on residents to refrain from setting off fireworks 
for the Lunar New Year, amid smog concerns.

The call comes after the entire province of Henan banned 
the practice.

Authorities have been under pressure to stop the heavy pol-
lution blanketing the capital and other parts of China.

The Chinese tradition of setting off fireworks and firecrack-
ers to ring in the new year is considered auspicious and an 
essential part of celebrations.

The Spring Festival, as it is also known, starts on Saturday 
and is China’s biggest holiday period.

The Beijing government released advisories on its official 
Weibo microblogging account on Thursday night and Friday 
afternoon pleading with residents, city officials, companies 
and schools to observe a “green and environmentally-protec-
tive new year”.

It pointed out that fireworks and firecrackers not only 
caused pollution, but could also lead to fires and accidents.

“Let us enthusiastically take action by not setting off, or set-
ting off fewer, fireworks and firecrackers, and allow Beijing to 
have a bluer sky, fresher air and a more beautiful and safer 
environment this Spring Festival,” it said.

Russian MPs pass bill to soften 
domestic violence law

Moscow, Jan 27 (IANS) Russia’s lower house of parliament 
has passed a bill to decriminalise some forms of domestic 
violence. Under the proposed legislation, first-time offenders 
who do not cause serious injury will face a maximum of 15 
days police custody instead of up to two years in jail.

It now needs the approval of the upper house and President 
Vladimir Putin.

Campaigners say the bill - dubbed the “slapping law” - 
would mean the “exoneration of tyrants in the home”.

The State Duma voted 380-3 for the bill, two days after it 
passed its second reading.

Lighter penalties
The bill, drafted by MP Olga Batalina, concerns assaults 

that inflict physical pain but do not cause bodily injury that 
threatens the victim’s health.

It followed a change in the criminal code in July which 
decriminalised battery against strangers, but made battery 
within the family a criminal offence.

Conservatives argued that it was unacceptable that parents 
could therefore face harsher penalties for smacking their chil-
dren than a neighbour would.

But MPs from the Communist Party opposed the bill.
“The message is: ‘Let’s not punish a person who at home 

beat up his family, just because he has the right to do that.’”

WORLD SNIPPETS

Mexico says paying for US border 
wall ‘totally unacceptable’

Washington, Jan 27 (IANS) A top 
Mexican official has brushed aside as 
“totally unacceptable” the suggestion 
that Mexico would have to pay for US 
President Donald Trump’s planned 
border wall -- the demand that led to 
the cancellation of the two countries’ 
leaders’ first meeting next week, media 
reports said. Mexican Foreign Minis-
ter Luis Videgaray told the press at the 

Mexican Embassy in Washington on 
Thursday that Mexico respected the 
US’s prerogative to protect its borders, 
but that Mexico “simply cannot accept 
the concept of a neighbour paying for 
your wall”, CNN reported.

Mexican President Enrique Pena Ni-
eto cancelled a meeting with Trump 
that had been set for next week after re-
newed tensions erupted over Trump’s 

plan to build a wall on the border gthat 
would keep the illegal immigrants out. 
Earlier on Thursday, Trump tweeted 
that it would be better to skip the 
meeting if his Mexican counterpart 
continued to insist Mexico would not 
pay for the wall.

In response, Pena Nieto later in the 
day said in a tweet: “We have informed 
the White House that I will not attend 
the meeting scheduled for next Tues-
day with the POTUS (President of the 
US).” “There are issues that are (unac-
ceptable) for dignity, which have noth-
ing to do with exports or the economy, 
but with the heart and pride of the 
Mexicans,” Efe news cited Luis Videga-
ray as saying.

“Just as we offer respect, we Mexicans 
must respect ourselves, our history and 
national symbols,” he continued. The 
planned wall was one of Trump’s key 
election campaign pledges. Earlier this 
week, he signed an executive order to 
create the wall along the 3,200-km US-
Mexico border, the BBC said. Videgaray 

appeared before the media along with 
Mexican Secretary of Economy Ilde-
fonso Guajardo at the end of their two-
day visit to Washington to prepare for 
the meeting.

He said he was in a meeting with 
White House staff setting out protocols 
and logistics for Pena Nieto’s visit when 
he heard about Trump’s tweet. “We 
then asked for a break in the meeting 
and I quickly called (Pena Nieto). He 
had already seen it, through social me-
dia, and the President gave me instruc-
tions to communicate in a cordial and 
respectful manner to the White House 
that due to this statement it was invi-
able to have the meeting.”

In response, Videgaray said, “Mexico 
will not react to the proposal until we 
see action”, CNN reported. 

“Let’s not put too much energy or at-
tention into something that is a specula-
tion. I can tell you that if you tax exports 
from Mexico into the US, you’re going 
to make things ranging from avocados, 
to appliances to flat screen TVs more 
expensive and that is going to be paid 
by the American consumer.” Several 
Republicans have voiced their concerns 
over Trump’s ongoing feud with Mexico 
saying the new President is starting a 
“trade war” with one of the country’s 
most significant trading partners.

Moscow, Jan 27 (IANS) 
The latest round of conflict 
resolution talks between the 
Syrian government and the 
armed opposition has been 
postponed until the end of 
February, Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov an-
nounced on Friday.

The UN-backed discus-
sions in Geneva were sched-
uled for February 8, Efe news 
reported.

Speaking at the onset of 
a meeting with a delegation 
of Syrian opposition, Lavrov 
said: “The passivity of our 
UN colleagues, who since 
last year have not held any 
rounds of negotiations, is un-
acceptable.”

Friday’s meeting with the 
various political arms of 
certain Syrian rebel groups, 
which was broadcast on Rus-
sian TV, came just three days 
after the closed-door discus-
sions between the Syrian re-
gime and the armed opposi-
tion in the Kazakh capital of 
Astana.

That icy gathering bore 
little fruit in the way of resolv-
ing the Syrian conflict, aside 
from an agreement to further 
impose the almost universal 
ceasefire across the nation 
-- the extremist Islamic State 
(IS) terror group and the Is-
lamist Front for the Conquest 
of the Levant were excluded 
from that deal.

Canberra, Jan 27 (IANS) 
Australia has honoured four 
Indian-origin persons here 
with its civilian awards for 
their contributions in the field 
of medicine and work towards 
the community, a media re-
port said.

Purushottam Sawrikar, a 
Sydney-based medical prac-
titioner, received the Order 
of Australia Medal (OAM) for 
the year 2017 announced on 
the Australia Day for his ser-
vice to medicine and to the 
Indian community, reported 
the community newspaper 
Indian Link on Friday.

Sawrikar, who arrived in 
Sydney in 1972 from Hyder-
abad, India, is a social work 
enthusiast and has reached 
out to the community here on 

health-related issues through 
radio, print, TV and audio CDs. 
He has also organised several 
free health check-ups on blood 
pressure and diabetes. 

He is former President of 
Australian Indian Medical 
Graduates Association (AIM-
GA) and has advocated on 
behalf of India-trained doc-
tors who find it hard to qualify 
for registration. Sawrikar also 
founded a community radio 
called Akashwani Sydney.

He was also instrumental in 
organising overseas conferences 
and seminars for AIMGA, espe-
cially the one with the Global 
Association of Physicians of In-
dian Origin (GAPIO) in 2014. 
Melbourne-based doctor Ran-
jana Srivastava received the OAM 
award for service to medicine, 

particularly in the field of doctor-
patient communication. “I’m very 
humbled, and a little thrilled,” 
Srivastava said after she received 
the Order of Australia medal.

Professor Mark (Makhan 
Singh) Khangure from Perth 
received Member of the Order 
of Australia (AM) award for his 
significant service to medicine 
in the field of neuroradiology, 
to education, and to a range of 
professional medical associa-
tions. “I was delighted when I 
heard the news,” he said. He 
has also served on the boards 
of a number of medical organ-
isations, including Australian 
and New Zealand Society of 
Neuroradiology, Royal Austra-
lian and New Zealand College 
of Radiologists and the Aus-
tralian Medical Association.

Australia honours 4 Indian-
origin persons with awards

Russian FM announces 
postponement of Syria 
negotiations in Geneva

Morocco to rejoin 
African Union 
after 33 years

Girls tend to link ‘brilliance’ 
with boys by age six

Rabat, Jan 27 (IANS) After leaving the pan 
African organisation three decades ago, Mo-
rocco is set to rejoin the African Union during 
its 28th African summit scheduled for January 
30-31 in Addis Ababa.

Morocco in 1984 decided to withdraw from 
the Organisation of African Unity, which later be-
came the AU, in protest against the admission of 
Western Sahara, which seeks independence for a 
chunk of territory the country claims as its own.

Morocco has since then refused to be part of 
the organisation, but recently it changed its pol-
icy, making the re-admission to the AU on the 
top of its agenda, Xinhua news agency reported.

King Mohammed VI in July last year sent a 
message to the 27th AU summit in Kigali, say-
ing his country “should not remain outside its 
African institutional family, and it should re-
gain its natural, rightful place within the AU”.

Explaining the reasons for returning to the 
pan-African organisation, the king cited “the 
repeated call of many African friends of the 
kingdom as well as a thorough reflection”.

He also stressed that from within, “Morocco 
will contribute to making the AU a more ro-
bust organisation, one that is both proud of its 
credibility and relieved of the trappings of an 
obsolete era”.

Two months after the king’s message to the 
African leaders, the North African kingdom in 
September formally submitted a request to 
re-join the continental body.

The request was submitted after it received 
the support of a group of 28 AU member 
states, representing more than the majority 
of the 54 African Union member states re-
quired for admission. Following this request, 
the Moroccan king toured numerous African 
countries, including some that Rabat has long 
regarded as hostile to its territorial unity such 
as the African giant Nigeria.

New York, Jan 27 (IANS) Is your six-
year-old daughter shying away from 
playing smarter games? It is because 
she may have begun to associate bril-
liance or intellectual ability with boys 
and less with her own gender, a no-
tion that may also affect her choices 
of activity, researchers say.

The findings showed that as a re-
sult of early gender stereotypes girls 
as young as six-year-old are more 
likely to avoid activities said to require 
brilliance, creating life-long impact. 

“Even though the stereotype 
equating brilliance with men 
doesn’t match reality, it might 
nonetheless take a toll on girls’ 
aspirations and on their eventual 
careers,” said Andrei Cimpian, pro-
fessor at the New York University 
(NYU). “Our society tends to as-
sociate brilliance with men more 
than with women and this notion 
pushes women away from jobs that 
are perceived to require brilliance,” 
Bian added.  For the study, detailed 

in the journal Science, the team test-
ed children ranging from five to seven 
years in a series of experiments.

In one experiment, the children 
heard a story about a person who was 
“really, really smart” and were then 
asked to guess which of four unfamil-
iar adults (two men, two women) was 
the story’s protagonist. 

The results showed that girls aged 
6 and 7 were significantly less likely 
than boys to associate brilliance with 
their gender.  Another experiment to 
assess whether these gender percep-
tions shaped children’s interests, re-
vealed that girls were significantly less 
interested than boys in the game for 
smart children, the researchers said.

Ban Ki-moon meets former 
South Korean opposition leader
Seoul, Jan 27 (IANS) 

Former UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon 
met a former opposition 
leader on Friday, multi-
ple sources familiar with 
the meeting said, the lat-
est in a series of his efforts 
to join forces with the op-
position bloc for his pres-
idential bid.

Ban held a closed-door 
meeting with former 
Democratic Party (DP)
chief Sohn Hak-kyu for 
about an hour in Seoul, 
Yonhap news agency re-
ported. 

The two are believed to 
have shared the need for 
revising the Constitution, 
though they were report-

edly at odds over details.
Ban recently called 

for a constitutional re-
vision before the presi-
dential election in a way 
that would empower the 
Prime Minister to be in 
charge of domestic af-
fairs.

In South Korea, the 
Prime Minister is the 
second highest position 
after the President, but 
the job has been a largely 
ceremonial as power is 
concentrated heavily in 
the President. South Ko-
rea has revised the Con-
stitution nine times since 
1948 when it came into 
being.

South Korea intro-

duced the single five-year 
term presidency in 1987 
after decades of autocrat-
ic rule by military-backed 
Presidents. The system 
was primarily aimed at 
keeping the President 
from attempting to hold 
on to power through il-
licit means.

Sohn is said to have 
called for a transfer of 
power led by reform-
ists in a clear signal that 
he would not join hands 
with Ban in case the for-
mer UN chief works with 
the ruling Saenuri Party 
or other conservative 
party.

“We should stand on 
the side of reform,” Sohn 

said, noting that the era 
of a conservative govern-
ment is gone.

Sohn, who currently 
does not hold any party 
affiliation, said that he 
told Ban that the former 
UN chief should be more 
clear about his political 
line and policy. 

Ban also met with po-
lice officers and firefight-
ers on Friday in an ap-
parent move to give them 
pep talks and promote 
his presidential bid.

Earlier, he met various 
politicians while making 
visits to different areas of 
the country after return-
ing home earlier in Janu-
ary from New York where 
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Beijing, Jan 27 (IANS) In a bid to 
expand online payment business in 
the US after a successful run in India 
with Paytm, Chinese e-commerce gi-
ant Alibaba’s digital payments arm 
Ant Financial has bought global 
money-transfer service MoneyGram 
for nearly $880 million.  The transac-
tion by Ant Financial which runs Ali-
pay, China’s largest payments service 
through a mobile wallet app similar to 
what Paytm offers in India, will con-
nect MoneyGram’s network of 2.4 bil-
lion bank and mobile accounts and 
350,000 physical locations with its 630 
million users (450 million with Alipay 
and 180 million with Paytm).  “The 
acquisition of MoneyGram is a signifi-
cant milestone in our mission to bring 

inclusive financial services to users 
around the world,” said Eric Jing, Chief 
Executive Officer of Ant Financial, in 
a statement. The move will provide 
consumers in over 200 countries and 
territories with convenient and acces-
sible financial services, which furthers 
Ant Financial’s mission to promote 
equal access to financial services 
globally.  “The combination of Ant 
Financial and MoneyGram will pro-
vide greater access, security and sim-
plicity for people around the world 
to remit funds, especially in major 
economies such as the United States, 
China, India, Mexico and the Philip-
pines,” Jing added.  MoneyGram is a 
popular financial service among Indi-
ans for transferring money to a bank 

account, mobile wallet or receive in 
cash from abroad.  The transaction 
will help expand Ant Financial’s busi-
ness in new global markets following 
its recent partnerships with Paytm in 
India and Ascend Money in Thailand. 
In India, Alibaba Group and Ant Fi-
nancial are the largest shareholders of 
One97 Communications, the parent 
company of Paytm.  “One of Money-
Gram’s greatest strengths is its high-
quality team of employees. We are 
committed to continuing to invest in 
MoneyGram’s workforce and growing 
jobs in the United States,” Jing said.  
The takeover by the Chinese group 
will need regulatory approval from 
the US Committee on Foreign Invest-
ment.  The acquisition could help the 
company extend the lead as well as 
expand overseas, as competition is 
growing in China with rival Tencent’s 
WeChat payment system.  Ant Finan-
cial’s shopping spree in the US comes 
against a backdrop of rising tensions 
between China and the world’s big-
gest economy.  US President Donald 
Trump, before taking office, ques-
tioned whether the US should con-
tinue its “One China” policy, sparking 
fury in Beijing, BBC reported.  During 
his presidential campaign, Trump 
threatened to impose punitive tariffs 
on Chinese imports.

After Paytm, Alibaba’s financial arm 
enters US with MoneyGram 

Cellular operators ask TRAI to stop 
BSNL’s app-based service

New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) To protect consumers 
from misleading, inappropriate or harmful ads, 
Google on Friday announced that it took down 1.7 
billion ads in 2016 that violated its advertising poli-
cies. The number is more than double the amount 
of bad ads it took down in 2015, the company said 
in its annual “Better Ads Report”. “Bad ads promote 
illegal products and unrealistic offers and can trick 
people into sharing personal information and infect 
devices with harmful software. They pose a threat 
to users, Google’s partners and the sustainability 
of the open web itself,” Scott Spencer, Director of 
Product Management, Sustainable Ads, said in a 
statement.   Last year, Google expanded policies to 
better protect users from misleading and predatory 
offers as well as it beefed up its technology to spot 
and disable bad ads even faster.  Google introduced 
a policy to ban ads for payday loans, which often 
result in unaffordable payments and high default 
rates for users. Within six months, the technology 
giant disabled more than five million payday loan 
ads.  Also, Google detected and disabled 112 million 
ads for “trick to click” ads -- six times more than in 
2015.  “Trick to click” ads often appear as system 

warnings to deceive users into clicking on them, 
not realising they are often downloading harmful 
software or malware.  According to the report, most 
common inappropriate online ads were Ads for ille-
gal products. Google disabled more than 68 million 
bad ads for healthcare violations and 17 million bad 

ads for illegal gambling violations in 2016.  Google 
also removed 80 million deceiving and misleading 
ads that gave false information such as the ones 
which offered miracle cures that helped “people 
lose 50 pounds in three days without lifting a fin-
ger”.  With the rise of a new type of scammers called, 
tabloid cloakers who take advantage of current 
trends and hot topics, Google suspended over 1,300 
accounts for tabloid cloaking in 2016.   “In Decem-
ber alone, Google took down 22 cloakers that were 
responsible for ads seen over 20 million times by 
people online in a single week,” the company said.  
Further, Google took action on 47,000 sites for pro-
moting content and products related to weight-loss 
scams last year.  Google recently introduced stricter 
policies including the new “AdSense” content poli-
cy. The policy update enables the company to take 
action against website owners misrepresenting who 
these are and deceiving users with their content.

New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) The 
Cellular Operators’ Association of 
India (COAI) has written to Indian 
telecom regulator TRAI to seek 
its intervention to immediately 
stop state-run BSNL’s app-based 
calling service. “We request your 
kind intervention in issuing an 
immediate direction to the BSNL 
(Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd.) for 

withdrawing this app-based call-
ing service,” Rajan S. Mathews, 
Director General, COAI, said in 
the letter to Telecom Regulatory 
Authority of India (TRAI) Secre-
tary Sudhir Gupta.  Under the new 
service, the customers can make 
and receive calls while connected 
to a BSNL broadband modem by 
downloading the app onto their 
smartphones.   This service is in 
no way linked with mobile ser-
vice or customer SIM in mobile 
handset.   The COAI letter said: 
“BSNL’s Fixed Mobile Telepho-
ny (FMT) service is a restricted 
but in-principle same version of 

their FMT service, even though 
they are marketing it as a distinct 
service.”  The new service allow-
ing app-based calls will result in 
handover of calls to the terminat-
ing operator using the CLI (com-
mand line interface) of fixed line.  
“If such a call is made by sub-
scriber to the BSNL app from a 
number specifically assigned to 
the app, then such call is origi-
nated by the app subscriber from 
Wi-Fi connectivity of a broad-
band subscriber. It is not a call 
originated from the IP address of 
the broadband subscriber which 
has been given by BSNL. 

Google took down 1.7 bn 
‘bad’ ads in 2016

Hero Cycles launches ‘Global 
Design Center’ in Manchester

Gold prices in Indian markets 
fell for the first time this year 
on Friday. The price of the yel-
low metal of 24 carat purity was 
hovering around Rs 29,000 per 

10 grams on Friday as against the 
previous Rs 29,400.  “Actually the 
price started falling in the global 
markets yesterday (Thursday) but 
Indian markets were closed (due 

to the Republic Day holiday). On 
Friday the price dropped for the 
first time in this year,” Bachhraj 
Bamalwa, Director, emichand Ba-
malwa & Sons told IANS. 

 He said the prices went up by 
6-7 per cent in January as inves-
tors started buying the yellow 
metal speculating equity markets 
would drop following US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s inaugura-
tion speech.

“But it was all speculative buy-
ing. There was nothing signifi-
cant in the speech which could 
jeopardise the equity market. The 
equity markets all over the world 
reacted positively following his 
speech,” Bamalwa said.

Gold prices drop for the 
first time in 2017

Kolkata, Jan 27 (IANS) Public 
sector lender Allahabad Bank 
on Friday said it has raised Rs 
1,000 crore in tier-two bonds 
through private placement.  
“Allahabad Bank has raised on 
Wednesday, Basel III compli-
ant Tier 2 Bonds aggregating 
Rs 1,000 crore through pri-
vate placement at an annual 

coupon of 8.15 per cent per 
annum,” the lender said in a 
statement.  These bonds are 
eligible for inclusion in tier two 
capital of the bank, it said.  The 
lender had planned to raise up 
to Rs 500 crore by issuing eq-
uity shares by way of qualified 
institutions placement (QIP) in 
one or more tranches.

New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) 
Leading passenger vehicle 
manufacturer Maruti Suzuki 

India on Friday announced a 
price increase in range of Rs 
1,500-Rs 8,014 (ex-showroom 
New Delhi) across models.  
“The new prices are effective 
from 27th January 2016,” the 
company said in a statement. 
“The hike in car prices is be-
cause of increase in commod-
ity, transportation and admin-
istrative costs.”

Allahabad Bank raises Rs 
1,000 cr capital

Maruti Suzuki hikes 
prices of various models

New York, Jan 27 (IANS) Riding 
on its Cloud services, Microsoft 
on Friday announced revenues of 
$26.1 billion for the second quarter 
of fiscal year 2017 which exceeded 
analysts projections.

 While revenue in Intelligent 
Cloud (which includes its Azure 
cloud business) was $6.9 billion 
-- an increase of eight per cent (up 
10 per cent in constant currency) -- 
the revenue in personal computing 
was $11.8 billion which decreased 
five per cent (down four per cent 
in constant currency) driven pri-
marily by lower phone revenue, the 
company said in a statement.  “Our 
customers are seeing greater value 
and opportunity as we partner with 
them through their digital trans-

formation. Accelerating advance-
ments in AI across our platforms 
and services will provide further 
opportunity to drive growth in the 
Microsoft Cloud,” said Satya Nadel-
la, Chief Executive Officer at Micro-
soft.  Microsoft said Azure revenue 
increased 93 per cent as the usage 
of Azure computing services more 
than doubled from the year-ago 
period.  Microsoft completed the 
acquisition of LinkedIn Corpora-
tion on December 8, 2016.   For the 
second quarter of fiscal year 2017, 
the results of LinkedIn contributed 
revenue, operating income, net 
income and diluted earnings per 
share of $228 million, $201 million, 
$100 million and $0.01, respective-
ly, the company said.  “Server prod-

ucts and cloud services revenue 
increased 12 per cent (up 14 per 
cent in constant currency) driven 
by double-digit annuity revenue 
growth. Enterprise Services reve-
nue decreased four per cent (down 
two per cent in constant currency) 
with declines in custom support 
agreements offset by growth in Pre-
mier Support Services and consult-
ing,” the company noted. Microsoft 
returned $6.5 billion to sharehold-
ers in the form of share repurchases 
and dividends in the second quar-
ter.  “I am pleased with our results 
this quarter. We see strong demand 
for our cloud-based services and 
are executing well on our long-term 
growth strategy,” added Amy Hood, 
executive vice president and chief 
financial officer at Microsoft.  Mi-
crosoft’s revenue in Productivity 
and Business Processes increased 
10 per cent (up 12 per cent in con-
stant currency) and was $7.4 bil-
lion.  Windows original equipment 
manufacturer (OEM) revenue in-
creased five per cent and Windows 
commercial products and cloud 
services revenue increased five per 
cent.  However, the gaming revenue 
decreased three per cent (down one 
per cent in constant currency) with 
lower Xbox console revenue offset 
by Xbox software and services rev-
enue growth.

Cloud helps Microsoft log 
strong second quarter growth

New Delhi, Jan 27 (IANS) Hero Cycles has 
launched a Global Design Center (GDC) in Man-
chester, established at an investment of 2 million 
pounds or Rs 16.95 crore, to develop the next gen-
eration of bicycles design and technology. The 
company launched the centre during early morn-
ing hours (India time) on Friday.  According to the 
world’s largest bicycle manufacturer by volume, 
the GDC located in Manchester, the home of Brit-
ish cycling comes as the company tries to increase 
its overseas revenue share from around 20 per 

cent to 60 per cent by 2018.  “As we focus on global 
expansion plans, we need to harness global talent 
and have a design center that is located closer to 
some of our targeted markets,” Pankaj Munjal, 
Chairman and Managing Director of Hero Cycles, 
was quoted as saying in a statement.   “With major 
expansion plans in Europe, this design centre will 
help us produce technology and design to cater to 
differentiated products to suit the needs of differ-
ent European markets.” “Our strategy is two-fold: 
To develop British brands in the UK, build them 
and export them across the Europe, Africa and In-
dia and secondly, to increase the value of our In-
dian-based bike brands,” Munjal pointed out.  The 
company elaborated that the bikes designed at the 
GDC will be manufactured at Hero’s plant in Sri 
Lanka and exported to Europe, Africa and India.
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New York, Jan 27 (IANS) To minimise 
data breach, Facebook has added a new 
login option with ‘security keys’ that re-
quires a user to enter a special security 
code from their phone in addition to the 
password when they login from a new 
browser. According to a Facebook blog 
post, though most people get security 
code for login approvals from a text mes-
sage (SMS) or by Facebook app to gener-
ate the code directly on their phones, SMS 
is not always reliable and having a phone 
back-up may not work well for them. “You 
can register a physical security key to your 
account so that the next time you log in af-
ter enabling login approvals, you will sim-
ply tap a small hardware device that goes 
in the USB drive of your computer,” said 
Brad Hill, security engineer at Facebook. 
Security keys can be purchased through 
companies like Yubico, a key manufactur-
ing firm, and the keys support the open 

Universal 2nd Factor (U2F) -- an authen-
tication technology initially developed 
by Google -- standard hosted by the ‘Fast 
IDentity Online’ (FIDO) Alliance.  FIDO 
Alliance is a group of big corporations 
that collaborate on ways to make sign-
ins safer and easier online.  According 
to a report in Fortune, “a security key 
ensures that only the person in posses-
sion of it (and password) can access ac-
counts so protected,” the report noted.  
Users can set up a security key to protect 
their account by buying one online at 
an e-commerce shop and then go to the 
Facebook ‘settings’.   Click on ‘security’, 
where they can see an option for ‘secu-
rity keys’.   Simply select ‘add key’ and 
the account is secured. To add a security 
key from computer, users need to use 
the latest versions of Chrome or Opera 
browser.   However, security keys have 
their own limitations currently.   

New Delhi, Jan 27 
(IANS) Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley on Friday 
said that the number 
of CBEC employees re-
quired in the new indi-
rect tax regime of Goods 
and Services Tax (GST), 
will remain the same as 
the extent of tax collec-
tions will expand. “Num-
ber of people required 

in the Central Board 
of Excise and Customs 
(CBEC) will remain un-
changed. Extent of taxes 
to be collected will ex-
pand. There will be ad-
equate opportunities, 
shouldn’t feel this inse-
curity,” Jaitley said at an 
Investiture Ceremony on 
the International Cus-
toms Day organised by 

CBEC.  
“I see no reason for a 

disquiet in the CBEC ser-
vice,” Jaitley added after 
CBEC Chairman Najib 
Shah sought Finance 
Minister’s intervention 
as concerns were raised 
by the tax department 
officers regarding their 
service conditions in the 
new GST regime. 

Berlin, Jan 27 (IANS) A German 
prosecutor announced on Friday 
launch of an investigation into 
a possible fraud allegedly com-
mitted by the former chairman 
of the Volkswagen Group in the 
emissions scandal plaguing the 

German auto manufacturer. The 
prosecutor’s office of Braun-
schweig said it was investigat-
ing Volkswagen’s former CEO 
Martin Winterkorn, who headed 
the company between 2007 and 
2015, Efe news reported. 

Winterkorn is suspected of al-
legedly withholding information 
about the company’s fraudulent 
manipulation of mono-nitrogen 
oxides emissions data software 
so that the scandal would not af-
fect Volkswagen’s share prices.  
He was previously under investi-
gation for alleged market manip-
ulation, but witness interviews 
and the review of documents led 
prosecutors to believe Winter-
korn could have known about 
the manipulated emissions soft-
ware at an earlier time than what 
he had previously stated, which 
raised suspicions of intentional 
fraud.  The prosecutor’s office 
also said the number of people 
being investigated in this fraud 
case had increased from 21 to 37.  
The scandal erupted on Septem-
ber 18, 2015, when the US Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) found that Volkswagen was 

violating the Clean Air Act by in-
tentionally programming diesel 
engines to activate certain emis-
sions controls only during lab 
tests.  This programming of the 
software allowed the vehicles to 
meet the EPA’s regulatory stan-
dards during testing, but the cars 
would emit about 40 times more 
nitric oxide and nitrogen dioxide 
_ two particles that cause signifi-
cant air pollution and adverse 
health effects _ in real-world 
driving situations. 

On September 23, five days 
after the scandal made inter-
national headlines, Winterkorn 
resigned as Volkswagen’s CEO.  
Winterkorn also resigned as the 
chairman of Audi AG -- a Volk-
swagen subsidiary -- after addi-
tional revelations showed there 
had been further rigging of emis-
sion tests in gasoline-powered 
cars, not just diesel engines.

Mumbai, Jan 27 (IANS) 
The inflow of foreign 
funds, coupled with rupee 
appreciation and positive 
Asian indices on Friday 
pushed the Indian equities 
to their highest levels in 
around three months.  Be-
sides, hopes of incentives 
in the upcoming Union 
budget kept investors’ sen-
timents buoyed.  The key 
indices closed the day’s 
trade in the green -- with 
gains of around half a per 
cent each, although some 
gains were pared on the 
back of profit booking. The 
wider 51-scrip Nifty of the 
National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) rose by 38.50 points 
or 0.45 per cent, to close at 
a 12-week high of 8,641.25 
points.  The barometer 
30-scrip sensitive index 
(Sensex) of the BSE, which 
opened at 27,761.03 points, 
closed at 27,882.46 points 
-- up 174.32 points or 0.63 
per cent from the previous 
close at 27,708.14 points.  
The Sensex touched a high 
of 27,980.39 points and 
a low of 27,759.48 points 
during the intra-day trade.  
In contrast, the BSE mar-
ket breadth was marginally 
tilted in favour of the bears 
-- with 1,411 declines and 

1,376 advances. 
In terms of the broader 

markets, the BSE mid-cap 
index rose by 0.64 per cent, 
while the BSE small-cap 
index was up 0.53 per cent.

On Wednesday, the NSE 
Nifty rose by 126.95 points 
or 1.50 per cent, to close at 
8,602.75 points, while the 
BSE Sensex was up 332.56 
points or 1.21 per cent. 

“Carrying on from the 
previous session, markets 
continued to rally strongly 
for the fourth consecu-
tive session, with the Nifty 
closing at a 12-week high,” 
Deepak Jasani, Head - Re-
tail Research, HDFC Secu-
rities, told IANS.  “How-
ever, selling pressure at 
higher levels curbed the 
gains. Major Asian markets 
have ended higher, while 
European indices like 
FTSE 100, CAC 40 and DAX 
traded lower.” According 
to Dhruv Desai, Director 
and Chief Operating Of-
ficer of Tradebulls, gains 
were also capped due to 
profit booking in com-
modities.   “The European 
market opened in negative 
due to which our market 
witnessed some profit 
booking, however manag-
ing to retain more than half 

a per cent of gain,” Desai 
pointed out.  In addition, 
the Indian rupee strength-
ened by four paise to 68.04 
against a US dollar from its 
previous close of 68.08 to 
a greenback.  The provi-
sional data with exchanges 
showed that foreign insti-
tutional investors (FIIs) 
purchased stocks worth 
Rs 211.77 crore, while the 
domestic institutional in-
vestors (DIIs) bought scrip 
worth Rs 482.52 crore.  
Sector-wise, the S&P BSE 

banking index surged by 
334.23 points, followed 
by the automobile index, 
which increased by 191.39 
points, and the consumer 
durables index, which rose 
by 144.19 points.  On the 
other hand, the S&P BSE 
FMCG index plunged by 
131.82 points and the re-
alty index inched down by 
6.76 points.  Major Sensex 
gainers on Friday were: 
ICICI Bank, up 4.74 per 
cent at Rs 272.05; Bharti 
Airtel, up 3.82 per cent at 

Rs 323.45; NTPC, up 3.33 
per cent at Rs 176.85; State 
Bank of India (SBI), up 2.78 
per cent at Rs 266.50; and 
HDFC, up 2.60 per cent at 
Rs 1,370.70.  Major Sensex 
losers were: ITC, down 2.78 
per cent at Rs 257.50; Lu-
pin, down 1.77 per cent at 
Rs 1,491.50; Wipro, down 
1.55 per cent at Rs 466.10; 
Hindustan Unilever 
(HUL), down 1.53 per cent 
at Rs 855.80; and Asian 
Paints, down 0.84 per cent 
at Rs 969.

Foreign funds’ inflow, 
budgetary expectations lift equities 

Facebook introduces 
‘security key’

 to protect data

Number of CBEC employees to 
remain same

 in GST regime: Jaitley

Beijing, Jan 27 (IANS) Xiao-
mi, touted as the ‘Apple’ of 
China, slipped to fourth spot 
in 2016 as the demand for its 
smartphones declined 22 per 
cent annually in the country, 
a report revealed on Friday. 
The key reason for the de-
cline was Xiaomi’s rivals rac-
ing ahead with key features, 
innovation, bigger market-
ing budgets and wider online 
and offline distribution chan-

nel during the year.  Huawei, 
Oppo and Vivo emerged as 
clear winners with Oppo and 
Vivo registering significant 
growth, said the report from 
by market analytics firm 
Counterpoint Research.  “The 
final quarter of the year was 
marked with series of flagship 
upgrades from key brands 
such as Apple, Oppo, Huawei, 
Xiaomi which catalysed the 
smartphone demand in China 

healthier than last year,” said 
James Yan, Research Director, 
Counterpoint, in a statement. 
The demand for smartphones 
in China remained healthy 
during the fourth quarter of 
2016 as smartphone ship-
ments were up 12 per cent 
annually and nine per cent 
sequentially, driving the full-
year growth.Only five brands 
registered healthy growth 
during the full year.   Oppo, 
Huawei, Vivo, Meizu and 
Gionee drove the majority of 
the volume, capturing a com-
bined 58 per cent of the total 
Chinese smartphone mar-
ket.  “Demand for rest of the 
brands declined, especially 
last year’s star performers 
Xiaomi and Apple with lower-
than-expected demand for 
their smartphones during 
the year,” Yan added.Apple, 

with slowing traction for its 
flagship iPhone 6s during the 
year, saw its double-digit neg-
ative growth, being somewhat 
offset by relatively healthy 
demand for the newer flag-
ship iPhone 7 series in fourth 
quarter of 2016, the findings 
showed.  However, Apple 
still remains in a vulnerable 
position and there is higher 
expectation already with the 
next year flagship which is 
rumoured to be a substantial 
upgrade from both design 
and components perspective.
In terms of features, the key 
focus remained on prolifera-
tion of smartphones with fin-
gerprint sensors, 4G+/VoLTE 
ready, fast-charging, OLED 
displays, battery, adoption of 
dual rear cameras and higher 
megapixel front-camera for 
selfies, the report added. 

Xiaomi slips over lack of innovation 
as Oppo, Vivo lead in China: Report
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Kohli slips, Dhoni rises slightly in ICC ODI rankings
DUBAI JAN 27  (IANS) : Indian captain 

Virat Kohli today slipped a rung to third 
in the ICC rankings for ODI batsmen but 
his predecessor Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
gained a spot to be 13th in the latest list 
issued here.

Rohit Sharma slipped three places to 
be 12th, while Shikhar Dhawan was in 
the joint 14th spot with Englishman Jos 
Butler.

Among the bowlers, no Indian found 
a place in the top-10 with Akshar Patel 
being the highest placed at 12th, a drop 
of three positions. Following him closely 
was Amit Mishra at the joint 14th position.

The Indian team was unchanged at 
the third position in the team rankings. 
Meanwhile, Australia opener David 

Warner wrested the top spot rankings for 
ODI Batsmen. The attacking left-hander 
has attained the top ranking for the first 
time, leapfrogging South Africa’s AB de 
Villiers and Kohli after amassing 367 runs 
in the five-match home series against 
Pakistan which his side won 4-1.

There were other batsmen to gain too 
after India’s 2-1 win over England in a 
series that ended on Sunday.

England batsman Jason Roy’s three 
half-centuries have taken him into the 
top 20 for the first time as he has gained 
23 slots to reach 17th. For India, Kedar 
Jadhav’s 232 runs have helped him gain 
57 slots to reach 47th ranking. 

Virat Kohli will receive Padma Shri, the 
fourth-highest civilian award in India.

David Warner 
becomes No. 1 
ODI batsman

MELBOURNE  JAN 27  (IANS) : 
Australia batsman David Warner has leapt 
to the top spot in the ICC ODI rankings, a 
result of a sensational run in the format 
since the start of 2016. 

Warner has scored 1755 runs in 28 ODIs 
since early last year at an average of 65 
and a strike-rate of 106.94, including nine 
hundreds and four fifties. Warner became 
the No. 1 ODI batsman for the first time 
in his career, overtaking AB de Villiers and 
Virat Kohli.

He capped the home ODI summer with 
a career-best 179 off just 128 balls in the 
fifth match in Adelaide, leading Australia 
to a 4-1 series win against Pakistan. 
Warner also won the Allan Border Medal 
for the second consecutive year and 
bagged the ODI Player of the Year title at 
the function, too. 

“It is a huge year for one-day cricket 
with the ICC Champions Trophy later 
this year and I am hoping I can take my 
good form into that tournament and help 
Australia lift the trophy for the third time,” 
Warner said.

Sania Mirza reaches 
Australian Open final, one win 

away from 7th Grand Slam

MELBOURNE  JAN 27  (IANS) : Sania 
Mirza put herself in contention for a 
seventh Grand Slam title as she breezed into 
the Australian Open mixed doubles final 
with Ivan Dodig, beating local favourites 
Samantha Stosur and Sam Groth here today.

The second-seeded Indo-Croatian pair 
won 6-4 2-6 10-5 in the semifinals, that 
lasted one hour and 18 minutes.

Sania has won three mixed doubles 
titles, the last being the 2014 US Open with 
Brazilian Bruno Soares.

With Dodig, she had an opportunity to 
win last year when she reached the French 
Open final but lost to compatriot Leander 
Paes and her then doubles partner Martina 
Hingis in the summit clash.

The opening set featured a lot of breaks 
and the only one to not concede a break of 
serve was Sania.

However, in the second set, the Indian 
lost her serve twice -- fourth and ninth 
games -- and it all boiled down to the Match 
Tie-breaker.

It was 3-3 in the Tie-break but the second 
seeds pulled away after that, taking five 
points in a row. The Australians, especially 
Groth was struggling with his first serve and 
they paid a huge price for that. Groth lost 
both the points on his serve on the eighth 

and ninth points while Dodig curtailed 
unforced errors in nick of time.

Sania sent a lob out on the first match 
point but converted second when Dodig hit 
an unreturnable volley to the left of Stosur.

Sania and Dodig next face the winners of 
the other semifinal between Elina Svitolina 
and Chris Guccione and the combo of 
Abigail Spears and Juan Sebastian Cabal.

Sania is the lone Indian surviving in the 
first Grand Slam of the season with Rohan 
Bopanna, Leander Paes, Purav Raja, Divij 
Sharan and juniors Zeel Desai and Siddhant 
Banthia all making early exits.

HIGHLIGHTS

The 2nd seed Mirza and partner 

Ivan Dodig won 6-4 2-6 10-5 in 

the semifinals, that lasted one 

hour and 18 minutes.

They beat local favourites 

Samantha Stosur and Sam Groth.

Sania has won three mixed 

doubles titles, the last being the 

2014 US Open with Brazilian 

Bruno Soares.

Mattek-Sands, Safarova win 2nd Aussie Open doubles title
MELBOURNE  JAN 27  (IANS) : American 

Bethanie Mattek-Sands and Czech Lucie 
Safarova enhanced their reputation as 
the dominant duo in women's doubles by 
winning the Australian Open title for the 
second time. The second-seeded pair had 
to scramble from behind to eventually 
overwhelm Czech Andrea Hlavackova and 
China's Peng Shuai 6-7 (3), 6-3, 6-3 in a 
tense final. It extended the pair's unbeaten 
record to 12 matches at Melbourne Park 
- they won the 2015 doubles title in their 
debut as a team, but didn't play together 
last year because illness forced Safarova to 
miss the championships. It was their fourth 
Grand Slam success after also winning the 
2015 French Open and last year's US Open. 
Not only did Mattek-Sands strengthen 
her grip on the No.1 ranking and Safarova 

rose to a career-high No.2, the pair shared 
660,000 Australian dollars ($500,000) in 
prizemoney. The victors did a rehearsed 
dance routine on Rod Laver Arena after 
being presented with their trophies and 
held aloft the perpetual cup.

``We were celebrating like 5-year-old kids 
out there. When we got the trophy and saw 
our names on it and to know they will be on it 
again is special,'' Mattek-Sands said. ``She's 
my rock out there. We play aggressive and 
have fun. We really balance each other out.''

It was the first meeting of the teams in 
which all four players have won at least two 
Grand Slam doubles titles. Hlavackova and 
Peng, who had not dropped a set on the 
way to the final, took an early service break 
and seemed in command of the opening 
set. But Mattek-Sands, 31, and Safarova, 

29, were able to retrieve the situation and 
the set headed inevitably to a tiebreaker. 
Hlavackova, 30, and Peng, 31, surged to the 
lead and held on to close it out 7-3.

Hlavackova and Peng both lost serve to 
slump to 0-3 in the second set before breaking 
Mattek-Sands to get on the scoreboard. It 
proved to be merely a slight interruption for 
Mattek-Sands and Safarova as they powered 
through the second set to square the final. The 
set swung on Hlavackova’s serve in the fourth 
game of the deciding set. After seemingly 
being in control, she fended off a break point 
and then double-faulted on the next one to 
give up the crucial service break. In the mixed 
doubles, second-seeded Ivan Dodig of Croatia 
and India’s Sania Mirza will play Colombian 
Juan Sebastian Cabal and American Abigail 
Spears in the final on Sunday.

The Dodig-Mirza combination beat 
Australians Sam Groth and Samantha Stosur 
6-4, 2-6, 10-5 in their semifinal. Cabal and 
Spears beat Chris Guccione of Australia and 
Elina Svitolina of the Ukraine 7-6 (1), 6-2.

Snooker: O'Sullivan wins record seventh Masters title
LONDON JAN 27  (IANS) : Snooker 

great Ronnie O'Sullivan won a record 
seventh Masters title after beating Joe 
Perry 10-7 in an all-English final at 
London's Alexandra Palace on Sunday.

Victory saw O'Sullivan surpass the 
record of six Masters titles he had shared 
previously with Stephen Hendry.

O'Sullivan, a five-times world 
champion, may have been both the 
fans' and the bookmakers' favourite 
but the 41-year-old still had to come 
4-1 down to defeat Perry. "Joe played 
a brilliant tournament, a really good 
match and he should've beaten me, I 
got lucky -- I stole it," O'Sullivan told 
the BBC. "Joe will come again and he 

is a tough competitor. I'm just relieved 
to have got over the line. The fans have 
been unbelievable and I really enjoyed 
this week."

As for setting a new Masters record, 
O'Sullivan added: "It is great to get 
some records, I still have the World 
Championship one to get (Hendry 
holds the modern era record of seven 
world titles).

"When I was younger I was just 
happy to win one, so to win seven, 
someone up there is looking after me," 
explained O'Sullivan, nicknamed 'The 
Rocket' because iof his attacking style 
round the table. Perry, who came from 
5-2 down to beat Barry Hawkins, last 

year's runner-up, 6-5 in the semi-finals 
was proud at proving he could still be 
a force in the game after appearing in 
his first final of a 'Triple Crown' event 
-- the World Championship, the UK 
Championship and the Masters -- at 
the age of 42.

"I've proved a lot, that there is still 
some life left in me and it has given me 
the belief to go on and win a big one," 
said Perry.

"I got Ronnie on a good day really. 
At 4-1 up I got a bit carried away and it 
was not until I was 8-4 down I thought, 
'I'm going for it'." O'Sullivan struggled 
in the early stages before, with Perry 
starting to miss important points, he 

ended the afternoon session all square 
a 4-4 following breaks of 42, 44 and 55.

O’Sullivan started the evening’s play 
the stronger, winning the session’s 
first four frames to make it seven in a 
row in all, including a break of 85 in 
the 12th.

Perry staunched the flow of frames 
against him with an impressive break 
of 117 and then closed to within two 
thanks to a contribution of 92.

O’Sullivan then moved to within a 
frame of victory courtesy of a clearance 
of 112 only to miss a routine black as 
Perry took the 16th frame.

Perry was 39-0 up in the next but 
O’Sullivan recovered to seal victory.

Harikrishna 
holds world 
champion 
Carlsen in Tata 
Steel Chess

WIJK AAN ZEE (The 
Netherlands) JAN 27  (IANS) 
: Indian grandmaster Pentala 
Harikrishna pulled off a thrilling 
draw against world champion 
Norwegian Magnus Carlsen in the 
10th round to hold on to his eighth 
position in the Tata Steel Chess 
tournament. The World No.11 
Indian, playing in whites, was locked 
in an intense game that lasted more 
than two hours here on Wednesday. 
He now has a total of five points 
from 10 rounds with three more 
games left to be played. Both the 

players had their chances to win in 
an interesting contest. But with time 
running out and a result looking 
highly unlikely, the players decided 
to end the match in a tie and take 
half a point each. “It was a complex 
game and we had to eventually 
settle for a draw,” Harikrishna said 
after the match.The Indian, with a 
rating of 2770, has won one, drew 
eight while losing one game in the 
campaign so far. After a day’s rest, 
Harikrishna will now take on Dutch 
grandmaster Anish Giri in his next 
round on Friday.
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Kaabil box office collection day 2: Hrithik’s 
film witnesses an upward growth, mints Rs 

18.67 crore on Republic Day

Republic Day holiday has turned out to be a major 
advantage for Hrithik Roshan’s Kaabil. While the film 
opened to a sum of Rs 10.43 crore on day 1(January 
25). The second day for Kaabil has managed to take 
such a big leap that be rest assured to witness Kaabil’s 
success story in the next few days. “Kaabil shows a 

HUGE jump collects Rs 18.67cr with 40% screens on 
Jan 26”, reads the official statement released today. 
Now look at that growth – a brilliant margin of Rs 8 
crore within a day, bringing it to a total of Rs 29 crore? 
Now if this doesn’t sum up the journey of Kaabil at the 
box office then I dunno what will. Probably, it’s going 
to grow bigger over time…Also read: Kaabil box office 
collection day 1: Hrithik Roshan and Yami Gautam’s 
film earns Rs 10.43 crore Given that Kaabil locked 
horns with Shah Rukh Khan’s Raees, predictions sug-
gested SRK’s star power might sabotage Hrithik’s film 
at the box office. In fact, even the number of screens 
allotted to Kaabil were lesser than Raees (2200 screens 
approximately) But guess the word of mouth publicity 
is working wonders for Kaabil considering the critics 
too raved about the film by calling Kaabil as Hrithik’s 
‘career best performance’. Now it’s left to see if Kaabil 
manages to beat Raees in the coming weekend. For all 
the uninformed, Raees has by far managed to gross a 
sum of Rs 47 crore at the box office.  As rightly quoted 
by a leading trade analyst, “Content is King and Kaabil 
will hold its own on pure merit.” Producer Rakesh Ro-
shan too is equally confident that in the coming days 
things will even out because Kaabil has got a really 
positive response. Directed by Sanjay Gupta, the film 
which is a revenge thriller also stars Yami Gautam 
who is also winning equal share of praises for her per-
formance. With the audience promising to show more 
love for Kaabil with every passing day, what do you 
think of it’s destiny at the box office? Will it emerge as 
the winner? Drop your anticipations in the comments 
below and keep watching this space for latest box of-
fice updates.

Sonam Kapoor‘s quirky fashion 
sense just reached a cooler level 
than what it was! Who would’ve 
thought to make a saree out of 
used denim? Well, if anybody 
did, too bad they didn’t 
incorporate it as brilliantly 
as Sonam. Filmmaker and 
producer Vikas Bahl hosted 
a party last night which was 
well-attended by biggies of 
Bollywood. From Karan Johar 
to Alia Bhatt to Sidharth 
Malhotra to Sonakshi Sinha, 
all were there to have a great 
time. Madhu Mantena and his 
designer wife Masaba were also 
present at the bash. Most of 
them were dressed to impress, 
considering it was a party after 
all. Lovebirds Alia and Sidharth 
caught our fancy as they took a 
ride home together. But more 
than anything, the highlight 
was Sonam Kapoor’s denim 
saree. (ALSO READ – Sisters 
day out! Sonam Kapoor and 
sister Rhea Kapoor get goofy in 

Dubai)
 The actress attended the 
party dressed up in a gorgeous 
denim saree created by Masaba 
Gupta. Although, the designer 
credits the idea to Sonam’s 
stylist sister Rhea Kapoor, we 
think the way the actress pulled 
it off, it deserves an applause. 
It has been quite a while since 
we saw Sonam don something 
extremely quirky but hot. This is 
basically every girl’s go-to look. 
There’s absolutely no fuss and 
it’s so damn good that it should 
become a trend soon! Basically, 
the look is pretty simple. The 
designer has collected a set of 
denims and stitched them up 
together. Now what makes the 
outfit chic and cool is the fact 
that it’s a pant-style saree. The 
crop top is made of denim and 
so are the pants. The outfit 
brings out such an urban ethnic 
feel that we just can’t wait to try 
it out ourselves! Check out all 
the pics.

Bollywood actress 
Deepika Padukone has 
wished popular American 
talk show host Ellen De-
Generes on her birthday 
by calling her an “amaz-
ing person”. Deepika, 
who made her Hollywood 
debut with xXx: Return of 
Xander Cage alongside 
Vin Diesel, appeared on 
DeGeneres’s talk show 
The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show earlier this month. 
Deepika took to Twitter 
on Friday to wish DeGe-
neres, who turned 59 on 
Thursday. “Happy Happy 
Birthday you amazing 
person! Ellen DeGeneres,” 
Deepika tweeted. Now 
isn’t that sweet of her. We 
all know pretty well that 
DP isn’t socially savvy 
as she barely tweets or 
posts stuff on social me-
dia. However, it is nice to 
see that the diva is ensur-

ing that she keeps her ties 
with the friends she has 
made in Hollywood intact 
by engaging in greetings 
and conversations. The 
actress had previously 
appeared on the talk-
show and created quite a 
stir among fans with her 
controversial statement. 
Wearing a lovely white 
Michael Kors outfit, Deep-
ika sat on the Ellen couch 
and spoke about her fa-
ther, career in badminton, 
career in Bollywood, Hol-
lywood, the much talked 
about affair with Vin and 
a lot more. Her Hollywood 
debut film, is a new in-
stalment in the popular 
xXx film franchise after 
the 2002 film “xXx” and 
the 2005 entertainer xXx: 
State of the Union. Direct-
ed by DJ Caruso, xXx: Re-
turn of Xander Cage also 
stars Ruby Rose, Samuel L 

Jackson, Donnie Yen and 
Tony Jaa. The diva re-
cently returned to India 
after wrapping up pro-

motions for her film. We 
caught her in an all black 
avatar at Mumbai airport 
earlier today.

Shah Rukh Khan‘s Raees was 
supposed to earn heavily on Day 
2 as it was a holiday. Republic Day 
meant more money in the pocket 
and that’s exactly what happened 
with the film. In just two days, the 
film has already earned Rs. 46.72 
crore. While Wednesday saw the 
film earn Rs. 20.42 crore, yester-
day the film saw a bumper growth 
by earning a whopping Rs. 26. 30 
crore. These are incredible num-
bers. Taran Adarsh, Trade Ana-
lyst, shared the numbers saying, 
“#Raees is PHENOMENAL on Day 
2. All set to pack a FAB total in its 
5-day weekend. Wed 20.42 cr, Thu 
26.30 cr. Total: ₹ 46.72 cr. India 
biz.” (Also read: Shah Rukh Khan’s 
Raees beats Akshay Kumar’s Air-
lift and Salman Khan’s Jai Ho to 
become the highest opener for a 
Republic day weekend)

 We told you what Trade felt 
about January 26 being a huge 
day for both Raees and Kaabil. 
Amul Vikas Mohan, Editor, Super 
Cinema had told us, “Jan 25 is a 
non-holiday. As the following day 
is a holiday, a lot of people will be 
coming out. That’s a great situa-
tion for it to have. Opening might 
not be that thunderous because 
I feel Jan 26th will be the biggest 
day for both the films.” He had 
also predicted the numbers say-
ing, “Number-wise, on a non-hol-
iday day, the highest total will be 
at around Rs. 25 crore.

The grand finale of Bigg 
Boss 10 is just two days away. 
After Rohan Mehra, who was 
nominated along with Bani J 
for the last eviction of this sea-
son was shown the exit door, 
we finally got our finalists in 
Bani, Manveer Gurjar, Manu 
Punjabi and Lopamudra Raut. 
Ever since then people are 
voting aggressively for their fa-
vourite contestant. However, 
according to Kamaal R Khan, 
who is a former contestant 

has said that the show runners 
have already picked their win-
ner and it will be Bani, who 
will take the trophy home this 
year. According to him, the 
fact that Bani has a contract 
with Viacom 18 (the media 
group which owns Colors) 
makes it very much evident 
that she will be the winner 
of Bigg Boss 10. In a series of 
tweets, KRK said that the show 
runners have already decided 
on the winner:

Bigg Boss 10: Gauahar Khan 
lashes out at KRK for declaring 

Bani J as the winner

Deepika Padukone has a sweet 
birthday wish 

for Ellen DeGeneres

Raees box office collection 
day 2: Shah Rukh Khan’s film 
sees a bumper growth, earns 

Rs. 46.72 crore

Manveer Gurjar is the WINNER of 
Salman Khan’s Bigg Boss 10

Speculations have been 
rife that makers plan to 
declare Manveer Gurjar 
as the winner of Salman 
Khan’s show Bigg Boss 10. 
Well, after watching Col-

ors most explosive reality 
show, we must tell you that 
he indeed does deserve to 
be the winner. Bani J fans 
don’t be angry, Manveer 
has performed better than 

the MTV Roadies run-
ner up, who also has solid 
backing of her celebrity 
friends. Bani might also 
take the trophy and prize 
money home, but the win-
ner of Salman Khan’s Bigg 
Boss season 10 is Manveer. 
The common man has 
literally transformed and 
how, we bet that even the 
channel must be scratch-
ing their brains trying to 
finalise whose win might 
earn them more TRPs, 
considering that Colors 
has been constantly ac-
cused of picking favou-
rites. Also read: Bigg Boss 
10 27th January 2017 Epi-
sode 103 preview: Bani J, 
Manveer Gurjar, Lopamu-
dra Raut get emotional as 
they re-live their journey  
Now for those of you who 
are still not convinced let 
me tell you that Mr Gur-
jar, who was recently out 
of the Bigg Boss house 

to ask fans for vote ex-
perienced his popularity 
in person and so did we. 
While Manu continued 
with some antics and even 
begged fans to come vote 
for him, Manveer was a 
star in action. Girls wanted 
pictures, boys were hoot-
ing and ladies couldn’t 
stop gushing about Gurjar. 
We weren’t one bit sur-
prised on seeing the lat-
ter win this vote activity. 
Not just that unlike Manu 
who is constantly looking 
for support either from 
Gurjar or someone else in 
the house and making ef-
forts to please everyone, 
Manveer is more clear in 
his approach. He’s a solo 
player and he has played it 
far so far. 

Manveer has had his 
moments, good and bad 
with almost everyone. And 
while doing so he hasn’t 
really gone overboard. 


