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Arab quartet ready for talks with 
Qatar if it stops backing terror

Will quit if BJD’s 
allegation on poll spend 

is proved: Oram

Thiruvananthapuram, July 30 (IANS) A dawn-
to-dusk shutdown called by the BJP after an RSS 
activist was killed derailed normal life across Kera-
la on Sunday even as police arrested eight persons 
allegedly linked to the ruling CPI-M for the killing.

After being summoned by Governor P. Satha-
sivam, Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan promised 
that action would be taken against law-breakers 
irrespective of their status and political affilia-
tion. Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh also 
told him to curb political violence.

The Bharatiya Janata Party called the shut-
down after E. Rajesh, 34, a member of the Rash-
triya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS), was hacked 
to death here on Saturday night. He died a few 
hours later. All shops and markets across the 
state were shut and all public vehicles went off 
the roads, residents and officials said. The few 
private vehicles which plied faced angry BJP and 
RSS activists. 

........................................more on page 4

Islamabad, July 30 (IANS) The Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz nominee for the post of interim 
Prime Minister on Sunday challenged the oppo-
sition to prove irregularities in his finances, say-
ing “whoever wants to file a reference against me 
should feel free to do so”. Shahid Khaqan Abbasi 
was speaking to the media following his meeting 
with Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief Mau-
lana Fazlur Rehman in the capital, Dawn reported.

Speaking on Nawaz Sharif’s disqualification by the 
Supreme Court, the former Petroleum Minister said: 
“To my understanding of legal matters, there is no 
harm in possessing an iqama -- it’s just a visa -- but 
nowadays, laws are being interpreted in ways that are 
stranger than ever.” “I have disclosed all my assets 
and their details are published in the Pakistan Ga-
zette. So those levelling baseless allegations (against 
me) should check their own acts first,” he said.

BJP shuts down Kerala after 
RSS man’s murder, eight arrested 

Pakistan interim PM-designate 
denies possessing illegal wealth

P-10

Mohammed amir 
clarifies retirement talk, 
says he is not quitting

Briefs

Mouni Roy was cast in Gold because of 
her talent, not recommendation, says 

producer Ritesh Sidhwani
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New Delhi, July 30 (IANS) 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday asked people to 
rally around another “Quit In-
dia” movement - 75 years after 
Mahatma Gandhis campaign 
against British rule - to rid the 
country of filth, poverty, cor-
ruption, terrorism, casteism 
and communalism by 2022.

In his monthly radio talk 
Mann ki Baat, Modi said the 
next five years could be as deci-
sive as was the time from 1942 
- when Gandhi made the “Quit 
India” call - and 1947 - when 
India got freedom. He asked 
the people to make a pledge 
and contribute towards build-
ing a “new India”.

“Just as the five years from 
1942 to 1947 were decisive for 
the country’s independence, 
these five years from 2017 to 
2022 can and must play a deci-
sive role for the future of India. 
Five years from now, we will 
celebrate 75 years of India’s in-

dependence. “We must make 
2017 our Year of Resolve. In this 
month of August, we have to 
come together and resolve: Filth 
- Quit India; Poverty - Quit India; 
Corruption - Quit India; Terror-
ism - Quit India; Casteism - Quit 
India; Communalism - Quit 
India,” Modi said in his Hindi 
speech. An English translation 
of the speech was made avail-
able by the government.

Modi said Gandhi had given 
a “Do or Die” call but it was 
time to “live by and strive for 
this resolve (and) launch a 
mega campaign ‘Sankalp se 
Siddhi’ - Attainment through 
Resolve” from August 9 - the 

75th anniversary of “Quit In-
dia” movement.

Modi said he could see that 
the next five years would be a 
new time segment to “certainly 
transform that resolve into ‘sid-
dhi’ or attainment”. The Prime 
Minister also hailed the GST, 
launched on the midnight of 
June 30, as “more than just a tax 
reform” and said it would usher 
“in a new culture of honesty”. 
He said he had received letters 
from the countrymen and felt 
“very happy and satisfied when 
a poor person writes to say how 
because of GST prices of vari-
ous items essential for him have 
come down, and commodities 
have become cheaper”.

“GST is a fine example of 
the collective strength of the 
people of India. This is a his-
toric achievement. And this 
is not just a tax reform, it is a 
new economic order that will 
strengthen a new culture of 
honesty.”

Modi for ‘Quit India’ movement 
against communalism, terrorism 

Government would not blink if larger 
national interests are involved: Jaitley 

Xi says Chinese Army can 
defeat ‘invading enemies’ 

Over 1,500 kg heroin 
seized off 

Gujarat coast

NIA questions Sikh leader 
close to Geelani 

29 Indian cities 
and towns highly 

vulnerable to 
earthquakes

Maneka Gandhi 
suggests legalising 

marijuana for 
medical purposes

Porbandar (Gujarat), 
July 30 (IANS) In the larg-
est single haul of narcot-
ics seized till date, over 
1,500 kg of heroin, val-
ued at Rs 3,500 crore, was 
seized from a ship inter-
cepted and apprehended 
off the Gujarat coast, 
Coast Guard officials said 
on Sunday.

The crew members of 
the merchant vessel have 
been arrested and are be-
ing interrogated, said of-
ficials.

Based on intelligence 
inputs, the merchant 
vessel was intercepted by 
Indian Coast Guard ships 
Samudra Pavak and An-
kit around noon on Sat-
urday. The heroin was 
concealed in a horizontal 
pipe on the top deck, an 
official statement said.

“The search operation 
for the suspect vessel at 
sea was commenced by 

the ships and aircraft of 
the Coast Guard on July 
27,” it said, adding a vast 
area of the sea was kept 
under continuous sur-
veillance.

“The movements of all 
ships in the area includ-
ing the suspect vessel 
were minutely observed 
throughout till its appre-
hension along with eight 
crew members by Indian 
Coast Guard ships on 
July 29,” it said.

The ship was brought 
to Gujarat’s Porbandar 
on Sunday morning for 
further investigation. 
The ship was brought to 
Gujarat’s Porbandar on 
Sunday morning for fur-
ther investigation.

A joint investigation by 
the Coast Guard, Intel-
ligence Bureau, police, 
customs, Navy and other 
agencies is currently un-
derway, officials said.

New Delhi: Twenty-nine Indian 
cities and towns, including Delhi 
and capitals of nine states, fall 
under “severe” to “very severe” 
seismic zones, according to the 
National Centre for Seismology 
(NCS).

A majority of these places 
are in the Himalayas, one of 
the most seismically active re-
gions in the world. Delhi, Patna 
(Bihar), Srinagar (Jammu and 
Kashmir), Kohima (Nagaland), 
Puducherry, Guwahati (Assam), 
Gangtok (Sikkim), Shimla (Him-
achal Pradesh), Dehradun (Ut-
tarakhand), Imphal (Manipur) 
and Chandigarh fall under seis-
mic zones IV and V.

New Delhi: Women and Child 
Development Minister Maneka 
Gandhi has suggested legalising 
marijuana, a psychoactive drug, in 
India for medical purposes on the 
lines of the practice adopted by 
some developed countries like the 
US to curb drug abuse.

The suggestion was made by 
Gandhi at a meeting of a group of 
ministers (GOM), which examined 
the draft cabinet note National Drug 
Demand Reduction Policy, accord-
ing to the minutes of the second 
meeting, a copy of which is with PTI.

The GoM approved the draft na-
tional policy with minor modifica-
tions suggested in the meeting.

Gandhi informed that in “some 
of the developed countries like 
the US, marijuana has been legal-
ised which ultimately results in 
less drug abuse”.

Jammu, July 30 (IANS) As part 
of its crackdown on Kashmiri 
separatist leaders for their al-
leged involvement in funding 
terror activities, the NIA on 
Sunday questioned a Jammu 
activist and businessman, De-
vinder Singh Behal, who is con-
sidered close to Syed Ali Shah 
Geelani and regularly seen at 
funerals of slain militants.

The National Investiga-
tion Agency said it conducted 
searches at the Jammu resi-
dence and office of Behal, the 
Chairman of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Social Peace Forum 
(JKSPF). The JKSPF is a con-
stituent of the hardline faction 
of the Hurriyat Conference led 
by Geelani.

Four mobile phones, a tab-
let, some electronic devices, 
incriminating documents and 
financial documents were re-
covered during the search op-
erations, an NIA statement said. 
“The questioning by NIA teams 

is going on,” it said. The NIA 
claimed that Behal is a member 
of the legal cell of the Geelani-
led Hurriyat. “He is a close as-
sociate of a top Hurriyat leader 
and regularly attends funerals 
of militants.”

The agency said it was in-
vestigating Behal’s role “as a 
courier as he is suspected to be 
involved in routing funds to the 
separatist leaders from Paki-
stan-based handlers”.

Earlier, the NIA arrested eight 
separatists for funding terror 
in the Kashmir Valley. These 
include Shabir Shah, Altaf 
Shah, Ayaz Akbar, Peer Saiful-
lah, Mehraj Kalwal, Shahid-ul-
Islam, Naeem Khan and Bitta 
Karate.

The accused on remand with 
the NIA for custodial inter-
rogation have been charged 
under various sections of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and 
the Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act.

Chennai, July 30 (IANS) 
Union Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley on Sunday 
said the government 
would not blink first 
against the opposition if 
there are larger national 
interests involved.

Addressing a GST Con-
clave here, he also said 
that the GST was not an 
easy tax reform to imple-
ment and there are peo-
ple who wanted to stall 
reforms.

“If reform is of nation-
al interest, then do not 
blink. There are people 
who would trip you and 
will never allow reforms,” 
Jaitley said. Stressing that 

GST regime will make the 
economy more efficient, 
he said that the indus-
tries that are opposing the 
tax reform are doing it to 
avoid paying income tax.

Citing Jammu & Kash-
mir that also agreed to 
implement GST seven 
days after others joined. 
Jaitley said it was the 
power of economic in-
tegration that forced the 
state to join GST.

The state’s traders 
pointed out to their gov-
ernment that people 
would buy goods from 
Punjab where it would be 
cheaper than their own 
state due to the absence of 

input credit if they are not 
part of GST regime. Jaitley 
also said that within the 
GST Council there was 
cooperative federalism 
whereas outside people 
opposed the tax reform, 
but due to the people’s 
support for GST, the op-
ponents had to backtrack.

On the ease of getting 
the input credit, Jaitley 
said those who file their 
GST returns honestly will 
get it automatically and 
there will not be a need to 
interact with any tax of-
ficial. As to the existence 
of multiple tax rates, he 
said it was to prevent in-
flationary pressure.

Beijing, July 30 (IANS) Amid 
the military stand-off with India 
in Doklam, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping on Sunday said the Chi-
nese army is capable of defeating 
invading enemies.

Addressing the military pa-
rade to mark the 90th anniver-
sary of the People’s Liberation 
Army at Zhurihe in Inner Mon-
golia, Xi, who was clad in mili-
tary fatigues, said he wanted the 
world’s largest army to be the 
strongest to safeguard global 
peace. I firmly believe that our 

gallant military has both con-
fidence and ability to defeat all 
invading enemies,” said Xi, who 
commands the world’s largest 
army of 2.3 million.

China’s state-run media, ex-
perts, and former diplomats 
have denounced as “invasion” 
the presence of Indian troops in 
Doklam, which is disputed be-
tween Bhutan and China. In June, 
Indian troops had stopped the 
PLA from constructing a road in 
Doklam, which is also claimed by 
its ally Bhutan. 

The Union Minister for Steel, Shri Chaudhary Birender Singh 
addressing at the flag-off ceremony of the 12th Slum Yuva Daud, 

from M.M. Road, Jhandenwalan Devi Mandir to Ajmal Khan 
Park Gate No 3, Karol Bagh, in New Delhi on July 30, 2017. PIB
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Pregnant woman
 dies of swine flu in 

Hyderabad
HYDERABAD Jul 30 : A 23-year-old pregnant 

woman from Warangal, S Bhavani, succumbed to 
swine flu late on Friday night at the Gandhi Hos-
pital. Bhavani is the second swine flu casualty 
reported this monsoon season so far (third since 
January), after the mutation of the H1N1 virus 
into the Michigan strain from the earlier Califor-
nia strain. The first death was reported from the 
state-run facility last week. According to hospital 
authorities, the latest victim died after being kept 
on ventilator since Wednesday. “The woman was 
brought to the facility with symptoms of swine flu 
such as shivering, high temperature and breath-
lessness. She was referred to us by Aware Global 
Hospitals in the city where she was undergoing 
treatment,” said Dr Shravan, superintendent, 
Gandhi Hospital.

Official records suggest that a total of 1,513 
H1N1 positive cases have been detected so far 
this year. However, no deaths were recorded dur-
ing the first few months of the year. But while the 
casualty count has been limited, health authori-
ties said that they registered an ‘unusually high’ 
number of cases during the summer months , 
both in the state as well as other neighbouring 
states. This, they added, led to suspicion about 
the mutation of the deadly H1N1 virus. While the 
mutation was confirmed earlier this month by 
the National Institute of Virology, Pune, which 
had tested samples, health authorities maintain 
that there has been no evidence suggesting that 
the latest strain is more virulent. Meanwhile, the 
Michigan strain has been doing the rounds else-
where in the world since 2015 and has only now 
been isolated in the country. “While the fact that 
the virus has mutated has been confirmed but 
whether it is stronger than the earlier strain or 
not is not confirmed. Usually when a mutation 
happens the newer strain emerges stronger than 
the earlier strain and hence an immediate switch 
in the vaccine is required,” said a senior official 
from the state health department.

Couple found dead on 
the railway tracks

Hyderabad Jul 30 : A couple, supsected to be 
involved in an illicit relationship, was found 
dead on the railway tracks near Medchal on Fri-
day morning. Police suspect them to have com-
mitted suicide by jumping in front of a running 
train. The deceased are identified as M Kavya, 
24, and N Nagaraju alias Raju, 25, a private em-
ployee; both residents of Jammigadda in Kapra. 
According to the Government Railway Police, 
they were living in the same colony since a year. 
While Kavya, who is married to an auto rickshaw 
driver, stayed with her husband and two kids, 
Nagaraju stayed with his parents and siblings. 
“We suspect that as they both stayed in the same 
colony, they may have developed friendship, 
which eventually blossomed into love. They 
may have decided to get married, but feared the 
responses of their families and society,” said 
Nageshwar Reddy, a railway police official. Po-
lice said their families were absolutely clueless 
about their relationship. The couple was never 
found together in the colony. They seemed to 
have not dared to reveal their relationship too. 
“They were aware and scared that even if they 
had eloped and got married elsewhere, their 
families will not accept it,” Reddy said.  The 
couple left their homes on Thursday but didn’t 
return. They are suspected to have committed 
suicide late night on the railway tracks between 
Gundlapochampalli and the Medchal railway 
station. On Friday, locals found their disfigured 
bodies and informed the police.  The railway po-
lice officials issued look-out notices and alerted 
all the police stations to identify them. Their 
bodies were shifted to the Gandhi Hospital and 
preserved in the morgue. A case was booked and 
the matter is being investigated. Police said it 
was on Saturday that the victims’ families con-
tacted them after finding their lookout notices, 
which widely publicised in the media.

Hyderabad techie 
dies in freak 

sportbike accident
NANDIGAMA (KRISHNA DIS-

TRICT) Jul 30 : A Hyderabad te-
chie died on the spot in a bike 
accident at National Highway 65 
near Nandigama town in Krishna 
district on wee hours of Saturday 
morning. The deceased has been 

identified as Pulavarthi Venkata 
Satya Nagendra (24), a software 
employee working at Tech Ma-
hindra in Hyderabad. The inci-
dent happened at around 1.00 am 
in midnight, while Nagendra and 
his friend Bathula Vamsi Krishna 
(23) were travelling from Hyder-
abad to Vijayawada for a weekend 
trip. Police said that they were 
speeding at an average of 100 
kmph speed and left their house 

late in the night by the time they 
reached the Nandigama, their en-
gine got seized and immediately 
they skidded and fell down from 
the fast moving vehicle. As it was 
raining, luckily, Vamsi Krishna 
fell on the wed mud on the side 
of the road leaving him with mi-
nor injuries. But, when Nagendra 
fell down and before he could try 
and get up an unidentified car ran 
over his head and fled from the 

scene. Even wearing his helmet 
could not save him as his head 
was completely crushed along 
with it. Locals and passerby im-
mediately informed Nandigama 
police who reached the spot and 
examined the scene. Preliminary 
investigation revealed that the en-
gine was heated up and there was 
no sufficient engine oil present in 
his Pulsar 200 RS bike to make the 
280 km trip between Hyderabad 

and Vijayawada. Nandigama SI 
Tulasi Ramakrishna said that 
the bike was relatively new as it 
was registered last year and sus-
pect that they could have revved 
the vehicle so much that could 
have burnt the engine oil quick. 
Nagendra hails from Tadepalle-
gudem while Vamsi Krishna was 
from Krishna Lanka area in Vijay-
awada. Both of them planned on 
to enjoy their weekend in the city. 

Hyderabad, July 30: The 
main span of the Malakpet 
Metro Rail over bridge (ROB) 
for a length of 164ft was con-
structed in just 25 days during 
this month, which is a new re-
cord in India in ROB construc-
tion, said MD, HMRL NVS 
Reddy.

“Be very careful about Malak-
pet ROB. This can be very tricky 
as the location is a high-risk 
area from engineering point 
of view, with the presence of 
an open nala, Malakpet rail-
way station, and a narrow rail 
under bridge through which 
huge volumes of road traffic 
passes 24 hours a day”, SK Jain, 
former Member, Engineering, 
Railway Board and consultant 
for the project advised NVS 
Reddy. “I have never seen this 
kind of chaotic traffic in Delhi.  
We need to be extremely cau-
tious in building these Metro 

ROBs in Hyderabad”, was the 
expert comment of another 
Delhi Metro bridge engineer-
ing veteran CBK Rao, who was 
brought in as another technical 
advisor by MD, HMRL.

With a total length of 394 ft  
(120 mts), the Malakpet Metro 
ROB was on a curve and it had 
to be built at a height of about 
58 ft over the narrow portion of 
NH 65 and over an already ex-
isting railway bridge adjacent 
to Malakpet railway station. As 
in the case of the recently com-
pleted Begumpet ROB, here also 
“Bridge Builder” method of con-
struction was used and two huge 
100-ton bridge builders were 
mounted on to the already built 
Metro viaduct on both sides of 
the ROB i.e., on Dilsukhnagar 
side and Nampally side.  The to-
tal bridge was built in three por-
tions with the main span length 
being 164 ft and both ends being 

98 ft and 131 ft on Dilsukhnagar 
and Nampally sides, respective-
ly. The bridge conditions were 
simulated in the Uppal casting 
yard and the segments were pre-
cast in a “match casting” mode 
and these precast segments 
were brought to Malakpet and 
launched one after one with the 
help of heavy duty crane and the 
bridge builders in a sequential 
manner from both sides.

The main portion of the Metro 

ROB over the existing Malakpet 
railway bridge was constructed 
with 12 precast segments.  Each 
precast segment was lifted by 
heavy duty cranes and placed 
on the previously laid trolley on 
top of the deck slab and held by 
the bridge builder with the help 
of a winch of 80-ton capacity. 
The segment was then rotat-
ed, manoeuvred and lowered 
into its specific slot in front of 
the already erected viaduct 

and aligned, using temporary 
beams, stuck with special glue 
and stung with special metal-
lic cables.  Once the segment 
was made an integral part of 
the viaduct, the segment it-
self became the base to move 
the bridge builder forward to 
launch the next segment in a 
similar fashion.  

The launching of these seg-
ments could be done only after 
midnight in a 3 hour block pe-
riod given by the railways dur-
ing which the train operations 
were suspended e ach time.

Appreciating the engineering 
design and execution skills and 
the dedication with which the 
L&T bridge engineering team 
led by two Railway bridge engi-
neers KM Rao and MY Konda-
lu, MD, HMRL stated that it 
was a remarkable engineer-
ing achievement in Metro Rail 
construction in the country.

DCP WestZone Sri.Venkateswara Rao IPS,conducted Co ordination 
meeting with GHMC,R&B,Water Works,I&PR,Fire,Army ,Electricity and 

ASL in viwe of Independence Day Celebrations 2017.

Team Hyderabad ready to 
‘raid’ in Kabaddi league

Bursting of crackers during 
Ganesh festival banned 

600 zonal posts
 to be upgraded to 

Telangana level

Hyderabad  Jul 30 They have 
made it to the semi-finals in the 
past two seasons, but haven't 
been able to surge beyond. They 
have the players, the tempera-
ment, the planning and all that 
is required to bring the coveted 
kabaddi trophy home, but not 
in the right mix. Team Hyder-
abad is now keen to put the past 
behind them and are raring to 
change things once and for all. 
And by comprehensibly thrash-
ing newbies Team Chennai in 
their opening encounter on 
Friday, the the Men In Yellow 
proved that they mean nothing 
but business.

"The experienced players will 
bring in their inputs to the table 
and we are hopeful to win the 

title this season. Yes, I have 
identified the strengths and 
weaknesses of all players, and 
kabaddi being a team game, 
everyone will shoulder equal 
responsibilities based on every 
situation in a game," says coach 
PVSV Sai Prasad.   A popular 
sport in the Hindi hinterland, 
kabaddi is often considered a 
North Indian sport. With ma-
jority of the players in the South 
Indian teams hailing from 
North Indian belt, the argument 
seems to hold some water. So, 
did language pose a hurdle for 
the Hyderabadi team? "The at-
mosphere is nice and friendly 
in the dressing room. Though 
they are no local players in the 
team, everybody is comfort-

able with each other and Hindi 
language. Language has never 
been a problem for us," says 
Rahul. "Even though people say 
that the sport is mostly played in 
Northern India, it is popular in 
the South. I know they play it in 
many villages and towns here," 
opines Maharastra-born raider 
Nilesh Salunke. With an amica-
ble atmosphere in the dressing 
room and a no-compromise at-
titude towards preparations, can 
we hope the Men in Yellow to do 
better than the previous seasons 
this time? "The boys have shown 
good strength and temperament 
in the past four seasons. Coming 
to season five, we are stronger 
than before with the addition of 
a few senior players.

Hyderabad, July 29: M. 
Mahender Reddy, IPS, Com-
missioner of Police and Addl. 
District Magistrate, Hyder-
abad City, today appealed to 
all citizens to maintain peace 
and ensure smooth conduct 
of Ganesh festival immersion 
processions.

In a press note here today, 
the City Police Commissioner 
banned bursting or throwing 
fire crackers on public roads 
and at public places from 6 am 
from August 25 to 6 pm on Sep-
tember 6. He said Ganesh festi-
val will begin on August 25 with 
the installation of idols and 
conclude on September 5 with 
immersion procession.

The Commissioner also 
said the organizers can install 
Ganesh idols in public places 
only after obtaining prior po-

lice permission. Application 
forms for Ganesh idol instal-
lation and processions will be 
available at all the Police Sta-
tions from August 10 to 16 and 
they can be submitted at the 
Police Stations on or before 
August 21. 

The organizers seeking Po-
lice Clearance for installation 
of idol should furnish a   “No 
objection certificate” from 
the owner of the premises 
or land whether it is private 
or government land. Use of 
loudspeakers will be restricted 
to Box Type only. The noise 
levels should be kept within 
the permissible limits. A loud 
speaker or a public address 
system shall not be used dur-
ing the nights between 10 pm 
and 6 am as per the directions 
of Supreme Court.

HYDERABAD: The 
Telangana government 
has finalised the modali-
ties of implementing a 
two-tier administration 
system in the state. Fol-
lowing the cabinet's deci-
sion to abolish the zonal 
system, chief secretary SP 
Singh has held series of 
meetings with employee 
associations and senior 
IAS officers to work out 
out the promotion for-
mula for state and district 
level posts. Senior IAS offi-
cer and animal husbandry 
special chief secretary 
Suresh Chanda headed 
the committee compris-
ing fellow IAS officers Ad-
har Sinha, Rajeswar Tiwari 
and N Siva Sankar. The 
committee submitted a 
detailed report to the chief 
secretary two days ago in 
which it has recommend-
ed upgrading 600 zonal 
and multi-zonal posts to 
the state level.

The committee also rec-
ommended shifting 162 
posts in the rank of lower 
dispatch clerk (LDC), re-
cord assistant and teacher 
to the district cadre. Distri-
bution of zonal and multi-
zonal posts between state 
and district cadres has 
been completed and now 
the promotion quota issue 
is under the examination 
of the chief secretary. "We 
have to strike a balance 
between job opportunities 
to local youth and effective 
administration set-up at 
the state and district level. 
If we retain posts of doc-
tors, engineers, artists in 
the district level, we may 
not get eligible people for 
all districts. Similarly, jobs 
with minimum education 
qualifications should be 
kept in district level to pro-
vide more jobs to locals," 
Telangana chief secretary 
SP Singh told TOI.

Several employees' 

unions are demanding 
that 80% of the promo-
tion posts be kept for the 
district cadre and 20% 
to the state cadre to give 
more access to locals in 
the state level posts. But 
the state administration 
is fearing that this would 
lead to dearth of efficient 
staff. The Suresh Chanda 
committee has also rec-
ommended 80% quota for 
the district cadre in the 
promotion quota for the 
state level cadre posts. "

The very objective of 
the Presidential Order is 
to give jobs to locals. The 
abolition of zonal sys-
tem should not deprive 
them jobs. But the posts 
in medical and health, 
animal husbandry, infor-
mation technology and 
culture departments are a 
matter of concern as there 
is a shortage of qualified 
people," special chief sec-
retary Chanda said.

Malakpet Metro ROB built in record 25 days

Police permission for idol installation must: CP
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Hyderabad Jul 30 : The Telangana 
government on Saturday request-
ed the Centre to advise Andhra 
Pradesh government to restrain 
from construction of new projects 
on Godavari and Krishna rivers im-
mediately. The State government 
also wanted the Centre to convene 
the Apex Council meeting to resolve 
inter-State water issues at the ear-
liest and consider its contentions 
over new projects taken up by the 

AP government for discussion dur-
ing the Apex Council meeting.

In his letter to Union Ministry 
of Water Resources, Special Chief 
Secretary for Irrigation and Catch-
ment Area Development SK Joshi 
stated that the AP government 
which raised objections against the 
ongoing projects in Telangana, was 
resorting to unauthorised construc-
tion of irrigation projects on Goda-
vari and Krishna. He stated that the 

AP government had raised frivolous 
objections against construction 
of projects like Palamuru-Ranga 
Reddy Lift Irrigation Scheme (LIS), 
Dindi LIS, Bhakta Ramadas LIS 
and Tummilla LIS in Telangana for 
which the TS government had clari-
fied that they were not new projects.

Joshi stated that the AP government 
had taken up new projects like Patti-
seema LIS, Purushothapatnam LIS 
and Muchumarri LIS, without provid-

ing any detailed project report (DPR) 
as per AP Re-organisation Act, 2014 
or obtaining necessary permissions 
from the authorities concerned. He 
pointed out that there had been no 
action with regard to grievances from 
TS government from Godavari River 
Management Board (GRMB) or Krish-
na River Management Board (KRMB) 
over construction of these projects. 
He stated that the Centre was yet to 
respond to its request for using addi-

tional 90 tmc from Godavari. He also 
urged the Centre to enhance share 
of TS in Krishna water considering 
water diverted from Godavari by the 
AP government through Polavaram 
project and Pattiseema LIS from this 
water year. The TS government stated 
that the AP government was taking up 
illegal projects like Munneru Scheme, 
Shivabhasyam LIS, Guru-Raghaven-
dra LIS, Gundrevula Reservoir and 
Pulikanuma LIS in K-8 and K-9 sub-

basins, to divert water from Tungab-
hadra river. Joshi said this would im-
pact flows available in Krishna which 
eventually affects Telangana projects 
that are drawing water from Srisail-
am and Nagarjunasagar reservoirs. 
He also urged the Centre to enhance 
share of TS in Krishna water consid-
ering water diverted from Godavari 
by the AP government through Polav-
aram project and Pattiseema LIS from 
this water year.

TS objects to illegal projects on Godavari

Visakhapatnam, July 30 
(IANS) Popular Telugu ac-
tor and Jana Sena party chief 
Pawan Kalyan on Sunday said 
he would continue his efforts 
till finding a permanent solu-
tion to the problem of high 
prevalence of kidney-related 
diseases in Uddanam region in 
Andhra Pradesh's Srikakulam 
district. He met a team of doc-
tors, including a professor from 
Harvard Institute of Medi-
cine, which visited the region 
to study the problem and was 
briefed about its findings.

The actor-politician along 
with the medical team will 
meet Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu on Monday to 
submit the recommendations. 
Naidu is expected to make key 
announcements to address 
the issue. Interacting with the 
medical team, which visited the 
region at the instance of Jana 
Sena, Pawan said his efforts 
would succeed only after a per-
manent solution to the prob-
lem was found. "Any big effort 
begins with first small step. We 
have taken the first step," he 
said. The actor clarified that his 

effort was aimed at solving peo-
ple's problem and it was not for 
politics. According to the World 
Health Organisation, Uddanam 
is one of the three regions in 
the world with the highest con-
centration of chronic kidney 
diseases. He said if necessary 
he would take the help of op-

position YSR Congress Party to 
address the issue. In January, 
Pawan had visited Uddanam 
and after meeting some kidney 
patients, he had urged the state 
government to address the 
problem in a time-bound man-
ner. Noting successive govern-
ment failed to address the issue 

despite large number of people 
dying of kidney-related ail-
ments in one region, he warned 
that if the government and 
public representatives failed 
to respond, the Jana Sena will 
launch a public movement on 
the issue. Stating that setting 
up dialysis centres is not a so-
lution, he said efforts should be 
made to find out the causes and 
prevent the disease.

Pawan had also tweeted 
that that over 20,000 people 
of all age groups have died of 
chronic kidney diseases in the 
region during the last two de-
cades. "Currently lakhs are 
affected with this chronic kid-
ney disease known as 'Udda-
nam Nephropathy'. Successive 
governments and honourable 
legislative members of the last 
two decades could not address 
this issue effectively," he had 
said. The party's media team 
documented sufferings of the 
people. According to the World 
Health Organisation, Uddanam 
is one of the three regions in the 
world with the highest concen-
tration of chronic kidney dis-
eases.

Hyderabad, July 30: 
Telangana State Director 
General of Police Anurag 
Sharma today observed 
that human trafficking 
was the biggest crime 
across the world. He 
said the Police depart-
ment was sparing no ef-
forts to curb the human 
trafficking in Telangana 
State. There was a need 
to eradicate child labor 
too, he observed.

The CID Wing and 
several voluntary orga-
nizations organized an 
awareness program to 
Police officials at CESS 
located at Ameerpet 

here on Sunday marking 
‘World Human Traffick-
ing Eradication Day’. 

Telangana State Di-
rector General of Police 
Anurag Sharma today 
observed that human 
trafficking was the big-
gest crime across the 
world.  Inspector Gen-
eral Sowmya Mishra 
and Rachakonda Police 
Commissioner Mahesh 
Bhagvath participated 
in the program and cre-
ated awareness among 
the police. Speaking on 
the occasion, DGP dis-
closed that 953 cases 
of human trafficking 

were filed after 2014 
and saved 1,397 people 
from the trafficking. He 
suggested to the police 
officials to go through 
the roots of the problem 
and find an effective so-
lution to the malady. He 
also advised officials to 
work with voluntary or-
ganizations, women and 
child welfare depart-
ments jointly. He said 
the Police department 
was sparing no efforts 
to curb the human traf-
ficking in Telangana 
State. There was a need 
to eradicate child labor 
too, he observed.

Hyderabad Jul 30 : A 
20-year old woman was 
allegedly attacked by her 
brother-in-law at Saidabad 
on Sunday morning. She 
is suspected to have been 
attacked with razor or a 
sharp weapon. She sus-
tained a cut injury and her 
condition is stable. A fam-
ily dispute is suspected to 
be the reason, police said. 
According to the police, the 
victim Nagamani alias Fa-
thima, a laborer is suspect-

ed to be addicted to whit-
ener. She married Suleman 
a month ago and the cou-
ple stayed at Hafeezbaba 
Nagar in Kanchanbagh. On 
Sunday the couple went 
to have tea near Yadagiri 
Theatre. While Suleman 
went ahead, Nagamani 
was walking behind.

“It was while she was 
walking on the road, Sule-
man’s brother Salman and 
his friend approached her. 
Salman started abusing 

her for marrying Suleman. 
He suddenly attacked 
with a sharp object, sus-
pected to be a razor, on 
her neck,” said an official 
from Madannapet. She 
sustained superficial inju-
ries and was given first-aid. 
Based on a complaint, an 
attempt to murder case 
was booked.

 and transferred to Said-
abad police, under whose 
limits the incident oc-
curred.

Hyderabad, July 30: For-
mer Union minister and NDA 
vice-presidential candidate 
M Venkaiah Naidu today said 
all efforts should be made to 
rescue youth from the influ-
ence of drugs.

Participating in a “ Say No 
to Drugs” programme as 
chief guest, Venkaiah said it 
was everybody’s responsibil-
ity to rescue youth from this 
evil which would ruin the 
lives of youth. The program 
was jointly organized by “ 
Maa” Kalamandir and Harsh 
Toyota jointly at KBR park. 
He said it was not proper to 
assume that only film per-
sonalities were involved in 

drug menace. It was a merely 
a propaganda as generally, 
cinema people will attract 
more publicity and the same 
thing happened in this case 
also, he added.

Venkaiah Naidu called 
upon cine personalities and 
the media to play a construc-
tive role in the campaign 
against the drugs highlight-
ing evil and injurious effects 
of it. The BJP leader said the 
government should take 
stern action against drug 
peddlers.

Excise and prohibition of-
ficers Chandravadan, Akum 
Sabharwal , politicians and 
others attended the function. 

Will fill 10,000 police 
constable posts: Harish

Police stations to have latest 
gadgets to curb crime

Hyderabad, July 30: Irrigation Minister T Harish 
Rao today said the State government will issue a 
notification to fill 10,000 constable posts soon in 
addition to 9000 posts filled up. The Government 
is focusing on strengthening the police system 
with modern technology to build a society sans 
crimes, he said.

Participating in developmental programs at 
Siddipet here today, Harish Rao said as many as 
850 CC Cameras have been installed in the dis-
trict headquarters for the continuous vigil on the 
day-to-day affairs to strengthen the Police depart-
ment. He appealed to the police officials to pro-
vide people-friendly services using high technol-
ogy and gadgets. Harish said Rs 1.58 crore worth 
modern signalling system has been set up in Sid-
dipet.

Harish Rao also launched a command control 
system at Police Commission office on the occa-
sion. The minister said law and order were top 
priority and the government was modernizing the 
policing system and its functioning. The law and 
order will prevail when the Police department is 
modernized with latest technologies, he averred. 
The State Government was making efforts for the 
welfare of the Police personnel, who are ought to 
offer the speedy and friendly services to the peo-
ple coming to the police stations. Harish Rao also 
participated in some developmental programs at 
Chinta Madaka – native village of Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhar Rao. He inaugurated a newly con-
structed Gram Panchayat office building in the 
villages. He also laid foundation stones for con-
struction of the flagship double bedroom houses, 
Sri Rama Temple and a building for Mudiraj and 
fishermen society in the village.

Human trafficking
 cases registered

Hyderabad Jul 30 : Describing human traffick-
ing as a serious crime, second most international 
illegal business after drugs, the Director General 
of Police, Anurag Sharma said fear of law need to 
be created among those indulging in the illegal 
activity. At an event organised on the occasion of 
‘World Day against Trafficking in Persons’ by the 
State Police along with Department of Prosecu-
tion, Mahita NGO and Plan India here on Sunday, 
Sharma said every second, a child in underdevel-
oped and developing country was a victim and 
women trafficked from east European countries 
was phenomenal.

 Actor and founder president of Jana Sena, 
Pawan Kalyan addresses during a party 

programme in Visakhapatnam on Sunday. 

Tirupati, July 30: Home Minister Nay-
ani Narasimha Reddy today asserted 
that the State government would not go 
soft on the accused in the drugs case. 
“We are not going to leave anyone who 
was involved in the sensational drugs 
case”, he declared.

The Home Minister also refuted the 
baseless allegations that the State govern-
ment had brought the drugs issue to the 
fore only to sidetrack Miyapur land scam. 

The land scam issue was not diluted and 
the investigation was going on, he said, 
adding that the State government has no 
intention to set it aside. Nayani said the 
State government was very serious on the 
drugs case and nobody would be spared 
and the investigation was going on in a 
transparent manner. He also denied that 
investigating officials were harassing sus-
pects in the case. 

The Home Minister arrived here with 
his family members to have darshan of 
Lord Venkateshwara. Speaking to media 
persons on the occasion, the Home Min-
ister rejected the allegations that the State 
government was trying to dilute the drugs 
case. Narasimha Reddy also rejected that 
charge that only small actors were being 
targeted while big ones in the film field 
were being let off. “There is no even an 
iota of truth in such remarks that the big 
actors were not being questioned and 
only small actors , actresses, producers 
and directors were being haunted.

Spare no efforts to save youth 
from drugs evil: Venkaiah

Drugs case won’t eclipse 
Miyapur land scam: Nayani

Pawan vows to find a solution to Uddanam kidney 

Former Speaker of AP Assembly K.R. Suresh Reddy in a 
conversation with Palestine Ambassador to India Adnan Abu Al Haija and 
Indo-Arab League Chairman Syed Vicaruddin at Syed Vicaruddin's resi-

dence in Hyderabad on Saturday. 

Human trafficking 
biggest crime in the world

20 year old Woman attacked 

 NDA's Presidential candidate Venkaiah Naidu flags off "Say no to 
Drugs" run in Hyderabad on Sunday.
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‘Solo’ looks promising: 
Mani Ratnam

Chennai, July 30 (IANS) Filmmaker Mani Ratnam is eagerly 
looking forward to the release of upcoming Malayalam-Tamil 
bilingual drama “Solo”, directed by his erstwhile assistant Be-
joy Nambiar.  “Going by the first glimpse of the film, it looks 
very promising. I’m looking forward to the film,” Ratnam told 
IANS.  “Solo”, starring Dulquer Salmaan in the lead, is an an-
thology of four stories with a mythical touch.  “It’s a collection 
of four different stories on earth, water, fire and wind. I can’t 
divulge more about the plot at this moment,” Nambiar had 
told IANS, reiterating the film is a genuine bilingual.  “We have 
shot every scene twice. Once in Tamil and the second time in 
Malayalam. It was like shooting two films at the cost and time 
of making one film,” he added.  “Solo”, gearing up for Sep-
tember release, also stars Arthi Venkatesh, Dhansikaa, Dino 
Morea, Neha Sharma and Sruthi Hariharan.  The film is jointly 
produced by Getaway Films and Abaam Films.

   

Rana, Venkatesh in 
talks for ‘Vikram Vedha’ 

Telugu remake
Chennai, July 30 (IANS) R. Madhavan and Vijay Sethupathi 

starrer Tamil gangster drama “Vikram Vedha”, which struck 
gold at the box-office domestically as well as outside India, will 
soon be remade in Telugu, a source said.  “Talks have been ini-
tiated with Rana Daggubati and Venkatesh for Telugu remake. 
They were the first choice even before the release of ‘Vikram 
Vedha’. However, nothing has been finalised yet and the pro-
cess might take a few more months,” a source from the film’s 
unit told IANS.  Directed by Pushkar-Gayatri, the film has 
grossed over Rs 40 crore worldwide in its first week in cinemas.  
Released in cinemas last week, the film has turned out to be a 
blockbuster, earning praise from critics and audiences alike.  
Inspired from the popular folklore “Vikram Betaal”, its moral-
ity riddles are applied to a police-gangster backdrop.  While 
Madhavan plays an encounter specialist, Vijay essays the role 
of a gangster, whose role unanimously won over audiences.  
“Vikram Vedha” producer Sashikanth told IANS: “Too early to 
talk about the remake. But yes, talks are on for the remake. But 
nothing has been confirmed yet.”  The film also stars Shraddha 
Srinath, Varalaxmi Sarath Kumar and Kathir.

Custodial death: 
Vinayak’s dad finds 

lapse in probe
Chennai, July 30 (IANS) Producer Muniratna has pulled off 

a casting coup by putting together upcoming epic drama “Ku-
rukshetra”, which is slated to be officially launched on August 
6 and could be Kannada cinema’s biggest multi-starrer. To be 
directed by Naganna, the film will be retelling of Mahabharat 
from the point of view of Kaurava.  According to a source from 
the film’s unit, most of the crew members have been finalised.  
“The lead cast include Ravichandran as Krishna, Ambareesh 
as Bheeshma, Darshan as Duryodhana, Sneha as Draupadi, 
Lakshmi as Kunti and Nikhil Gowda as Arjun. Few more actors 
for minor roles will be finalised in another week’s time,” the 
source told IANS.  Huge sets have been erected in Ramoji Film 
City where the film will be predominantly shot.  V. Harikrishna 
has been roped in to compose music.  The makers are aiming 
for a grand release during next year’s Sankranti festival.

Aishwarya Lekshmi to 
make Telugu debut with 

Kalyanram’s next
Chennai, July 30 (IANS) Following the footsteps of actresses 

such as Sai Pallavi, Nivetha Thomas and Anu Emmanuel, an-
other Malayalam actress Aishwarya Lekshmi is foraying into 
Telugu filmdom with actor Kalyanram’s upcoming yet-unti-
tled project. The project was officially launched on Sunday.  In 
a statement, the makers confirmed Aishwarya has been signed 
as Kalyanram’s love interest.  To be directed by Jayendra, the 
film marks the maiden production of Mahesh Koneru.  Ace 
lensman PC Sreeram will crank the camera.  Tipped to be a 
romantic-drama, project starts rolling from next month.

Malayalam actress 
abduction: Special 

Investigation Team issues 
notice for Appunni

Kochi: July 30 The Special Investigation Team (SIT) probing 
the actor abduction case issued a notice to Sunil Raj aka ‘Ap-
punni’ asking him to be present before it at Aluva Police club 
for interrogation on Monday. The direction comes amid re-
ports that the personal manager of actor Dileep who had gone 
into hiding after the actor’s arrest is already in police custody 
outside the state. The notice was issued to the address of Ap-
punni’s house at Eloor. The cops now suspect that Appunni 
too had a role in the conspiracy. According to sources, the SIT 
plans to question Appunni and Dileep together to elicit more 
details about the conspiracy. Meanwhile, the SIT on Saturday 
interrogated Edavela Babu, actor and general secretary of As-
sociation of Malayalam Movie Actors (AMMA). 

Thiruvananthapuram, July 30 
(IANS) A dawn-to-dusk shutdown 
called by the BJP after an RSS activist 
was killed derailed normal life across 
Kerala on Sunday even as police ar-
rested eight persons allegedly linked 
to the ruling CPI-M for the killing.

After being summoned by Gover-
nor P. Sathasivam, Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan promised that action 
would be taken against law-breakers 
irrespective of their status and politi-
cal affiliation. Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh also told him to curb 
political violence.

The Bharatiya Janata Party called 
the shutdown after E. Rajesh, 34, a 
member of the Rashtriya Swayamse-
wak Sangh (RSS), was hacked to death 
here on Saturday night. He died a few 
hours later.

All shops and markets across the 
state were shut and all public vehicles 
went off the roads, residents and of-
ficials said. The few private vehicles 
which plied faced angry BJP and RSS 
activists. 

Kerala Police chief Loknath Behra 
told reporters that all but one of those 
involved in the crime has been ar-
rested. “Their questioning has start-
ed. Preliminary indications are that 
there was political and also personal 
rivalry,” he said.

In another unprecedented de-
velopment, the Governor, a former 
Supreme Court Chief Justice, sum-
moned Vijayan and Behra to know 
the law and order situation in the 
state.

In the last two weeks, there was an 
attack on the state BJP headquarters 
and the residence of the son of CPI-M 

state Secretary Kodiyeri Balakrishnan 
before Rajesh was murdered.

Sathasivam quoted Vijayan as say-
ing that he would meet both state BJP 
President Kummanam Rajasekharan 
and the state RSS chief and make a 
public appeal for peace.

Earlier, Sathasivam spoke on the 
phone with Rajnath Singh, who in 
turn asked Vijayan to curb political 
violence in the state. The Governor 
also spoke to BJP’s Rajasekharan and 
CPI-M’s Balakrishnan.All shops and 
markets across the state were shut 
and all public vehicles went off the 
roads, residents and officials said. 
The few private vehicles which plied 
faced angry BJP and RSS activists. 

Police arrested all the five per-
sons who took part in the hacking of 
Rajesh and three others who helped 
them. One man is on the run. The ar-
rests took place from a rubber estate 
in the capital’s suburbs. Balakrishnan 
told reporters here that the CPI-M 
had no role in the RSS man’s murder. 

Rajnath Singh tweeted: “I have ex-

pressed my concern about the law 
and order situation in the state. Po-
litical violence is unacceptable in 
a democracy. I expect the political 
violence in Kerala is curbed and the 
perpetrators are brought to justice 
expeditiously.”

Hundreds of people were stranded 
at railway stations and bus terminals. 
A family which travelled from Thiru-
vananthapuram to Kochi, 250 km 
away, said it underwent a nightmare.

“At several places supporters of RSS 
and BJP stopped us and spoke as if 
we were criminals. Finally, after a lot 
of trouble, we reached Kochi,” busi-
nessman Ajith Kumar told IANS.

A funeral that was to take place on 
Sunday was postponed for Monday 
as many people could not make it, K. 
Thomas of Puthupally in Kottayam 
district told IANS.

Rajesh’s body, after an autopsy, 
was taken in a procession to his house 
near here. En route, the BJP and RSS 
workers damaged the flag posts of the 
CPI-M.

BJP shuts down Kerala after RSS man’s 
murder, eight arrested

Bengaluru: July 30 Clean drink-
ing water is still a distant dream for 
those staying near Byramangala 
reservoir and Vrishabhavathi Valley, 
which could be more polluted than 
the infamous Bellandur and Varthur 
lakes. The citizens’ group, United 
Bengaluru, which is at the forefront 
of fight against deterioration of city’s 
lakes, visited the two water bodies 
on Saturday, and met local residents 
and government officials.

The residents said that froth can 
be seen in Byramangala reservoir 
and it could be the next Bellandur 
Lake. 

Mr G. Ramaiyya, chairman, Byra-
mangala panchayat, said, “The lake 
is slowly becoming like Bellandur 
Lake, as untreated sewage and ef-
fluents from Peenya and Bidadi In-
dustrial areas enter the lake. I want 
the government to protect this lake 
the same way it does with the other 
water bodies.”  He said that the gov-

ernment sanctioned Rs 100 crore in 
2015 to restore the reservoir, but he 
does not know where the money was 
spent. 

Mr Murali of Bidadi Industrial 
Area said, “There should be a good 
coexistence between nature and in-
dustry. I will collect the data on the 
number of industries which have 
installed Sewage Treatment Plants 
(STPs).” Environment officer S. Sid-
daramaiah, however, claimed that 
the industries have installed STPs 
and the froth was because of use of 
soaps and detergents. One of the res-
idents, on condition of anonymity, 
said that the tender coconut grown 
in the area and the milk from cows 
grazing nearby cannot be consumed 
because of high levels of arsenic, 
which has found its way from the 
polluted waters of the reservoir.

Most of the local residents com-
plained that they have developed 
skin diseases because of polluted 

water. Mr Subbu Hegde, president, 
Classic Orchids Property Owners’ 
Association, said, “The condition 
of these water bodies is manmade 
and the government’s negligence is 
clearly visible. Residents of villages 
around the lake are suffering from 
health issues. But when these villag-
ers approach the government, the 
response is not proper.”

At the Vrishabhavathi valley, Unit-
ed Bengaluru members found not 
only froth but also waste material 
blocking free flow of water. There 
was also equipment used for sand 
mining found along the valley. 

Mr Sridhar Pabbisetty, CEO, Nam-
ma Bengaluru Foundation, said, 
“The pollution level at Byramangala 
Lake is much more than Bellandur 
and Varthur lakes. Industrial pollut-
ants are entering the lake from far-
away places like Peenya. 

It’s high time the government re-
juvenated the lake.” The reservoir is 
under the ambit of Minor Irrigation 
Department, but the lake water is 
unfit for irrigation, said Mr Suresh 
N.R., Convener, United Bengaluru. 

Bengaluru: More Bellandur 
lakes in making!

Kozhikode (Kerala), July 30 (IANS) 
The Congress on Sunday asked the BJP 
and CPI-M in Kerala to immediately 
end violence that the two parties are en-
gaged in, as peace and tranquillity have 
vanished in the state.

The Congress came down heavily 
on both the parties after the state unit 
of the Bharatiya Janata Party called 
for a shutdown on Sunday, following 
a 34-year-old Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh leader’s murder here on Saturday 
night. The police have taken into cus-

tody five suspected Communist Party of 
India-Marxist (CPI-M) activists and the 
two vehicles used by them.

Leader of Opposition Ramesh Chen-
nithala on Sunday began a day-long 
fast here to protest the bloodshed that 
the BJP and the Left party have been 
engaged in. “Both the parties (BJP and 
CPI-M) should lay down arms immedi-
ately as annihilation politics practised 
by them has reached very dangerous 
levels,” said Chennithala.

The dawn-to-dusk state-wide shut-

down, announced by state BJP Presi-
dent Kummanem Rajashekeran, has 
paralysed life in Kerala. Normal life has 
been hit in the state, with public trans-
port off the roads and very few private 
vehicles moving around, as the BJP 
and RSS activists are out on the streets. 
The political violence between the two 
parties in the past two weeks had been 
limited to Kannur and an uneasy calm 
prevailed in the district. On Friday night, 
CPI-M councillor I.P. Binu attacked the 
state BJP headquarters here, follow-

ing which BJP activists stoned the resi-
dence of CPI-M state Secretary Kodiyeri 
Balakrishnan’s son. “The need of the 
hour is to end the violence. Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan and Rajashekeran 
should sit and talk. The police under Vi-
jayan have been a dismal failure,” 
Chennithala said. “The BJP, caught in 
a medical scam, and the incompetent 
one-year rule of Vijayan are the root 
cause of the violence as both the par-
ties want to cover up their failures,” he 
added. 

 The police have directed citizens to 
ensure that they do not engage in activi-
ties like spreading false messages on so-
cial media, and warned of strong action 
against those indulging in violence.

Congress asks BJP, CPI-M to end 
bloodbath in Kerala

Chennai, July 30 (IANS) Actress Priya 
Anand says she is eagerly looking forward to 
the release of the sequel to 2013 Hindi com-
ing-of-age comedy “Fukrey”.

In “Fukrey”, Priya played a character called 
Priya. “Wherever I go, people still talk about 
‘Fukrey’ and ask me about the sequel. It’s 
going to be a fun film and I’m thrilled about 
it. There will be this crazy wedding song, on 
the lines of the popular ‘Ambarsariya’ from 
the first part,” Priya told IANS. Directed by 
Mrighdeep Singh Lamba, “Fukrey Returns” 
is slated for a December 8 release. It also 
stars Pulkit Samrat, Varun Sharma, Manjot 
Singh, Vishakha Singh and Richa Chadha.

Chennai: MTC 
staff held for 

selling fake tickets
Chennai: July 30 Five persons, including 

four staffers of the Metropolitan Transport 
Corporation (MTC) were arrested by the po-
lice on Saturday for indulging in forgery that 
caused losses worth several lakhs of rupees 
every month to the organisation.

The accused had been making big bucks 
far exceeding their paychecks by preparing 
duplicates of the Travel As You Please Ticket 
(TAYPT) worth Rs 1,000 that the MTC issues 
and selling them to unassuming passengers 
for the past one and half years. The loss to 
MTC may have been close to Rs 2 crores in 
that period. The forgery wing of the Central 
Crime Branch, after sustained investiga-
tions, unearthed the racket, masterminded 
by an accountant with the MTC and an 
Electricity board staff. The main accused, 
S. Krishna Kumar works as an accountant 
at the Adambakkam bus depot. “He had 
bought a Xerox machine worth `2.5 lakh and 
made colour copies of the TAYPT tickets 
from a rented place in Adambakkam. Every 
month, he gave 200 such copies to a ticket 
issuing staff member in Velachery, M. Jag-
adish, who sold it for him,” an investigating 
official said. Krishna Kumar came in contact 
with S. Ramesh Babu.

Thrilled about 
‘Fukrey Returns’: 

Priya Anand
Chennai, July 30 (IANS) Direc-

tor Nag Ashwin says actor Dulquer 
Salmaan’s role in the upcoming bi-
lingual biopic “Mahanati”, on the 
life of legendary southern actress 
Savitri, goes beyond the physical 
resemblance of yesteryear actor 
Gemini Ganesan, whom he won’t 
mimic in the film.

The film, being made in Telugu 
and Tamil, marks Dulquer’s debut 
in Tollywood.

“Dulquer’s character of Gemini 
Ganesan will merely be how the leg-
end will be perceived today based 
on his work and his image. The 
character goes beyond the physical 
resemblance, in understanding the 
veteran on a more emotional level,” 
Ashwin told IANS.

He said that it’s brave of a main-
stream actor like Dulquer to accept 
the offer.

“It takes a lot of courage for a 
popular star like him to agree to 
play the part. Unlike other stars 
who think so much about market, 
time and other factors while sign-
ing a role, it’s amazing that Dulquer 
gives importance to the story and 
the film more than just his charac-

ter,” he said.
The film stars Keerthy Suresh as 

Savitri, and her story will be nar-
rated through the eyes of Samantha 
Ruth Prabhu.

Talking about working with Dul-
quer, Ashwin said: “I still remember 
the first scene we shot with him. It 
was a long dialogue sequence and 
he nailed it in the first take, much to 
the astonishment of the entire set. 
Everybody clapped for him.”

The film, also starring Rajendra 
Prasad in a key role, has music by 
Anup Rubens.

“Mahanati” is a magnum opus pe-
riod film set in the golden era. With 
massive set pieces, the film will be 
unlike anything we’ve explored in 
Indian cinema, Ashwin said.

Dulquer won’t mimic Gemini Ganesan 
in ‘Mahanati’: Nag Ashwin
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Authorities foil Geelani’s 
press conference

Srinagar, July 30 (IANS) A press conference called by senior sep-
aratist leader, Syed Ali Geelani on Sunday was not allowed to be 
held by the authorities, said a spokesman of his Hurriyat faction.

Geelani had called a press conference at his uptown Hyder-
pora residence where the octogenarian separatist leader has 
been placed under house arrest, but police did not allow any 
media person to enter Geelani’s residence, the spokesman said.

The press conference had been called to counter “the false 
and baseless propaganda by NIA (National Investigation 
Agency) and Indian media against Geelani, his family and 
party leaders,” said the spokesman, adding that Geelani is ex-
ploring ways and means to take legal action against the NIA 
and the media for maligning his image and that of his family 
members and party leaders.

Kolkata Metro service 
disrupted after man 

commits suicide
Kolkata, July 30 (IANS) A man allegedly committed suicide 

by jumping in front of a moving train at Kolkatas Mahatma 
Gandhi Road metro station on Sunday evening, causing the 
service to be partially disrupted, an official said.

“A person jumped on the down line in Mahatma Gandhi 
Road metro station while the train was entering the platform 
at 5.24 p.m. on Sunday,” Chief Public Relations Officer of Kol-
kata Metro Railway Indrani Banerjee told IANS.

Banerjee said train service was partially disrupted following the 
incident as the metro officials were trying to retrieve the victim’s 
body. “We did a power block in the line to take out the body. We 
have taken some extra time to see whether the person is alive or 
not. Meanwhile, we are running services between Maidan and 
Kavi Subhash metro station in both directions,” she added.

Meghalaya policeman 
shoots dead senior, flees 

with weapon
Shillong, July 30 (IANS) A Meghalaya Police constable, who 

was allegedly drunk, shot dead his senior in West Jaintia Hills 
district early on Sunday before fleeing with the weapon, a po-
lice official said. Constable Lusen Sangma, of the 3rd Megha-
laya Police Battalion, fired at close range at Havildar Litsingh 
Inghi, who succumbed on way to the hospital, district police 
chief R. Muthu told IANS.

The incident occurred in Sahbsein area at around 1 a.m. 
when Sangma, reportedly in an inebriated condition, stormed 
into the top floor room of Inghi, who was sitting along with 
two of his subordinates.

“Constable Sangma fired six rounds from his self-loading 
rifle inside the room and one of the bullets hit Inghi’s shoul-
der. Sangma came down to the ground floor and fired another 
15 rounds before fleeing with the weapon,” Muthu said.

Pakistan violates ceasefire 
on LoC in Poonch

Jammu, July 30 (IANS) Indian and Pakistan armies on Satur-
day traded heavy fire on the Line of Control (LoC) in Poonch 
district after Pakistan violated bilateral ceasefire.

Police said that Pakistan army resorted to unprovoked 
shelling and firing at Indian positions on the LoC in Digwar 
area of Poonch district at 7.30 p.m. on Saturday. “Indian army 
responded strongly and shelling and firing exchanges contin-
ued for around 25 minutes”, police sources said.

At least 16 die from mosquito-
borne diseases in Manipur

Imphal, July 30 (IANS) Mos-
quito-borne diseases have 
killed 16 persons in village along 
the India-Myanmar border in 
Manipur, while another four 
deaths in other parts are sus-
pected to have the same cause, 
Manipur Health Minister L. Jay-
entakumar said on Sunday.

He added the diseases may 
break out in some parts of the 
state since there is trans-border 
movement of persons.

Chief Minister N. Biren Singh, 
who took stock of the situation 

in an emergency meeting, said 
over 200 persons are affected by 
mosquito-borne diseases in just 
one district - Churachandpur.

“A fund had been sanctioned 
to transport over 100 persons 
from Henglep and other inac-
cessible villages in Churachan-
dpur. If needed, the persons 
will be airlifted.

“This morning we have des-
patched 15 doctors and 30 
paramedics to Churachandpur 
along with medicines to cope 
with the situation. We have de-

ployed health officials in border 
towns to check those coming 
from other areas of infections,” 
he said.

Meanwhile, a woman, whose 
husband died recently, has ap-
pealed to the authorities to dis-
close the cause of death.

Health officials said that he 
was suffering from suspected 
swine flu. His fluid samples 
were sent to Guwahati to estab-
lish the cause of the ailment. 
However, he died before the re-
sults were received.

Srinagar, July 30 (IANS) A 
wanted Hizbul Mujahideen 
militant appeared with an AK-
47 rifle at a largely attended 
funeral of his slain colleague 
in south Kashmir on Saturday 
and said linking global terror 
network Al Qaeda with Kash-
mir was to defame their move-
ment.

Riyaz Ahmad Naikoo, with 
the gun slung over his left 
shoulder, addressed the fu-
neral gathering for nearly 20 
minutes during which he said 
the recent statement about 
setting up of an Al Qaeda unit 
in Kashmir was aimed at “ma-
ligning the freedom struggle of 
Kashmiri people which is an 
indigenous and home-grown 

movement”. He did not name 
his former Hizb colleague Za-
kir Musa who has been named 
head of the Al Qaeda wing in 
Kashmir and said all those 
holding the flag of Islam “are 
not necessarily our own”.

“Linking our struggle with Al 
Qaeda and the Islamic State is 
a ploy to defame it,” he said.

Pro-Pakistan slogans were 
raised during the funeral pro-
cession. Naikoo’s pictures at 
the funeral were widely circu-
lated online.

His accomplice Sharieq 
Ahmad was earlier killed in a 
gunfight with security forces 
in Tahab village of Pulwama 
district along with another lo-
cal Hizbul militant.

Gun-toting Hizb mili-
tant addresses funeral 

of slain militant

Decision on validity of CPI-
M Rajya Sabha nominee’s 
candidature on Monday

Kolkata, July 30 (IANS) The two-
day old deadlock over CPI-M Rajya 
Sabha poll candidate Bikash Bhat-
tacharya’s nomination is slated 
to be resolved on Monday when 
election authorities announce the 
result of the scrutiny regarding the 
validity of his papers.

Bhattacharya, a former Kolkata 
Mayor, filed his nomination as a 
Left Front backed CPI-M candi-
date on Friday, the last date for 
submission of papers for the Au-
gust 8 polls.

However, a controversy 
emerged with the election au-
thorities claiming that an affida-
vit that was part of the required 
document, was received two 
minutes past the 3 p.m. deadline.

The Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M), on the other 
hand, claimed the particular af-
fidavit was not part of the set of 
documents originally sought by 
the election authorities along 
with the nomination forms.

“When we went to file the nom-
ination papers, we were told to 
get the additional affidavit,” said 
a CPI-M leader.

Bhattacharya said the addi-
tional affidavit was submitted to 
the returning officer at 2.58 p.m., 
and not after the 3 p.m. deadline.

“We submitted the document 
within the scheduled time. 
Moreover, this affidavit per-
tains to those who were at some 

point of time government ser-
vants or stayed in a government 
residence. Neither of these ap-
ply to me,” said the noted law-
yer and former Tripura Advo-
cate General.

On Friday, there were argu-
ments and counter arguments 
between West Bengal Assembly 
secretary Jayanta Koley - the re-
turning officer for the polls - and 
the CPI-M leaders about the ac-
ceptability of the nomination.

However, no decision was tak-
en and scrutiny was taken up on 
Saturday.

The issue again generated 
much heat and finally Kolay said 
the scrutiny would be on hold till 
9 a.m. on Monday.

The ruling Trinamool Congress 
legislators also raised a din in the 
secretary’s chamber on Saturday 
demanding Bhattacharya’s nom-
ination be cancelled.

Trinamool MLA Tapas Roy 
submitted a letter to the return-
ing officer with same demand.

Bhattacharya hit back at the 
state’s ruling party.

“It seems my candidature has 
rattled the Trinamool. They want 
to stop me by resorting to un-
democratic acts. That’s the rea-
son they are trying to pressurise 
the election authorities,” he said.

The CPI-M has already sought 
the Chief Election Commission-
er’s intervention on the issue.

Will quit if BJD’s allegation on 
poll spend is proved: Oram

Bhubaneswar, July 30 (IANS) 
Union Tribal Affairs Minister Jual 
Oram on Sunday said he was ready 
to step down if the allegations of 
discrepancies in poll expenditure 
statement levelled by the Biju Janata 
Dal (BJD) were found to be true.

Oram said Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik must resign first as the pre-
liminary investigation against him 
proved that he had filed false poll 
affidavit during the 2014 elections.

“I am prepared to face any probe. 
The allegations levelled by the BJD 
are politically motivated. If the alle-
gations are found true, then I would 
step down as a minister,” Oram said 
in a statement.

The Minister said the Odisha rul-
ing party was trying to mislead the 

people after discrepancies were 
found in their poll expenditure de-
tails. Notably, the BJD on Saturday 
showed documents claiming that 
Oram furnished false affidavit to the 
Election Commission of India. The 
party alleged that there was mis-
match in the poll expenditure de-
tails.

The BJD claimed that Jual Oram, 
the Lok Sabha member from Sun-
dargarh -- the lone BJP MP from Od-
isha -- has misrepresented facts in 
his election expenditure statement 
submitted to the Election Commis-
sion after 2014 polls.

The party also threatened to move 
the Election Commission to seek ac-
tion against the Union Tribal Affairs 
Minister.

Jammu, July 30 (IANS) Another 
batch of 309 pilgrims left Jammu on 
Sunday to undertake the ongoing Am-
arnath Yatra.

“Another batch of 309 Yatris left 
Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas today for 
the Valley at 2.50 a.m. in an escorted 
convoy of eight vehicles.

“The group of Yatris includes 236 
males and 73 females,” officials said 
here. Of these, the officials said, 213 
pilgrims are headed for Baltal base 
camp while 96 will reach the Pahal-
gam base camp.

Pilgrims approach the Cave Shrine 
either from the traditional Pahalgam 
base camp or through the Baltal base 
camp.

Pilgrims have to trek an uphill 46 ki-
lometre long mountain track from Pa-

halgam to reach the Cave Shrine while 
the distance from Baltal to the Cave 
is 14 kilometres. Pilgrims have to trek 
an uphill 46 kilometre long moun-
tain track from Pahalgam to reach the 
Cave Shrine while the distance from 
Baltal to the Cave is 14 kilometres.

Helicopter services are available 
both at Pahalgam and Baltal for the 
pilgrims.

Over 2.51 lakh pilgrims have per-
formed this year’s Amarnath Yatra 
that will conclude on August 7 on 
Shravan Purnima coinciding with the 
Raksha Bandhan.

Forty eight pilgrims have died dur-
ing this year’s Yatra. Of these, 17 died 
in a road accident, eight were killed in 
the terror attack on a bus on July 10 
and 23 pilgrims died of natural causes.

Darjeeling, July 30 (IANS) A bunch 
of pro-Gorkhaland activists on Sun-
day clashed with the police near the 
Bhutan border in West Bengal’s Ali-
purduar district.

According to the Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha (GJM) leadership, the clash 
occurred after the activists were 
stopped from rallying in Jaigaon on 
the day of the ‘global rally for Gork-
haland’ organised by the Gorkha 
communities at various parts of the 
world in solidarity with the Gorkha-
land movement.

“Our activists were stopped from 
rallying in Jaigaon on the day of ‘Glob-
al rally for Gorkhaland’. We will not be 
oppressed by the administration any 
more. The Gorkhas all over the world 
are with us,” GJM Assistant General 
Secretary Binay Tamang told IANS. 
“Our activists were stopped from ral-
lying in Jaigaon on the day of ‘Global 
rally for Gorkhaland’. We will not be 
oppressed by the administration any 
more. The Gorkhas all over the world 
are with us,” GJM Assistant General 
Secretary Binay Tamang told IANS.

“Global rally for Gorkhaland is 
being observed throughout the day 
in solidarity with the Gorkhaland 
movement. Rallies were taken out 

in England, various parts of Europe, 
Australia, Thailand and in all the ma-
jor cities in India,” he claimed.

Accusing the central government 
of acting like a “silent spectator”, 
the GJM leadership on Saturday 
decided on a 10-day deadline and 
threatened to intensify the agita-
tion even in the plains if there was 
no intervention.

“We have decided to give the Cen-
tre a 10-day deadline to take some 
concrete steps. If they continue to be 
a silent spectator even after August 8, 
we will further intensify our agitation 
and spread it in the Terai and Dooars 
region more rigorously,” Tamang 
said.

Sunday’s clash comes a day after 
pro-Gorkhaland activists had en-
gaged with the police at Sukna in the 
foothills of Darjeeling, that left six 
police personnel and several activ-
ists injured.

Condemning the police role dur-
ing the clash in Sukna, Tamang said 
one of their activists is still in criti-
cal condition after he was hit on the 
head by a tear gas shell.

“He is still very critical. Four other 
activists were also severely injured 
and are still hospitalised,” he added.

309 pilgrims leave Jammu 
for Amarnath Yatra

Gorkhaland activists clash 
with police near Bhutan border

Kolkata, July 30 (IANS) A Tri-
namool Congress leader was 
shot dead in South 24 Parga-
nas district’s Bhangar in West 
Bengal on Sunday, causing the 
political temperature in the re-
gion to soar again.

Panchayat leader Asikur Rah-
man, 48, died after being hit by 
a bullet on the head. “We are 
investigating how and why was 
he shot,” a police officer said.

The area had been on the boil 
over the state government’s 
land acquisition for a power 
sub-station.

While the Trinamool Con-
gress blamed activists of a group 
called Jami, Jibika, Paribesh O 
Bastutantra Raksha Committee 
(Committee to Protect Land, 
Livelihood, Environment and 
Ecosystem), which has been 
spearheading the ongoing land 
agitation at Bhangar, for the 
killing, the Committee claimed 
the death was caused by Trin-
amool’s faction fight.

The incident happened on 
the day when the Committee 
along with the Left Front lead-
ership were to hold a rally in 
Bhangar demanding that the 
acquired land to be given back 
to the villagers.

Stating that armed Trin-
amool cadres gathered in the 
region to disrupt their rally, the 

Committee claimed that Rah-
man was killed by a bullet fired 
from the gun of one of his own 
partymen.

Refuting this, the local Trin-
amool leadership accused the 
Committee activists of spread-
ing tension in the area and 
shooting Rahman.

“Rahman was a devoted TMC 
activist... We think he was shot 
by someone from the Commit-
tee,” party leader Kaizar Ahmed 
alleged. “There is no faction 
fight between our party activ-
ists here. The party is united.”

South 24 Parganas district’s 
Bhangar, known for its history 
of political violence, was on 
the boil during January over 
‘forced’ acquisition of 16 acres 
of farmland -- spread over 
Khamarait, Machhi Bhanga, 
Tona and Padmapukur villages 
-- by the government for the 
Power Grid Corp of India Ltd 
(PGCIL).

Protesters fought a pitched 
battle with police when they 
tried to enter Padmapukur vil-
lage. The agitators attacked the 
police. Two persons were shot 
in the clash. Following the inci-
dent, the government officially 
announced the cancellation of 
the power grid project and said 
no land would be taken from the 
villagers if they are unwilling.

Bhangar tense again as 
Trinamool leader shot dead
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Consumers bills are usually framed afresh 

when the former bills are not fit enough to check 

the flaws that have been cause of concern to the 

consumers. In other words, consumers feel that 

the losses they are caused to bear through the 

tactics used by the traders is beyond the law 

and a new method is required to prevent traders 

from using such methods, as the old methods 

has become ineffective. The new bill must in-

clude the concept of liability on a product seller 

in certain specified circumstances for any dam-

age caused to a consumer. We believe that the 

consumer is the most important stakeholder in 

the supply chain and bringing higher value to 

the consumer is necessary in a competitive busi-

ness environment. Therefore, it is important that 

such consumer protection laws are within the 

constitutional framework, while providing ef-

fective and realistic remedies to the consumers. 

The consumer protection bill sought is to bring 

substantial modification to the consumer pro-

tection Act. The only way to protect consumers 

from becoming victims of traders is to introduce 

authorities’ powers, strengthening of consumer 

commissions and other measures as exist in the 

draft amendment bill. Now a new consumer bill 

is likely to be tabled during Parliament`s ongo-

ing session, which is going to be the next big 

game changer for the common man and the bill 

is now awaiting Cabinet approval.     

BY  ADMIRAL ARUN PRAKASH

A “security dilemma” in inter-
national relations represents 
a situation in which accre-

tion of power -- military and eco-
nomic -- by a state generates fear 
amongst its rivals, leading to ten-
sions, a possible arms race and the 
possibility of conflict.

India’s acquisition of power is 
based on its nuclear arsenal, a 
modern but under-equipped mili-
tary with 1.5 million personnel 
under arms and a defence expen-
diture of $60 billion. And yet, far 
from striking fear, India often fails 
to evoke respect in its Asian neigh-
bourhood.

The Economist weekly, in a 2013 
article titled “Can India Become 
a Great Power”, seemed to put its 
finger on the reason: “India has the 
world’s 4th largest military,” it said, 
“and yet its political class shows 
little sign of knowing or caring how 
the country’s military clout should 
be deployed.”

Warning India against “an un-
stable but dangerous Pakistan and 
a swaggering and intimidating Chi-
na”, it observed: “The absence of a 
strategic culture and the distrust 
between civilian-run ministries 
and the armed forces has under-
mined military effectiveness.”

Such remarks are generally dis-
missed in New Delhi, as rooted in 
Western biases against India. In 
this case, however, the British jour-
nal was only reiterating what Indi-
an commentators had been saying 
for decades.

India’s deteriorating neigh-
bourhood situation requires us 
to reflect on “cause and effect” 
relationships. How, for example, 
has a smaller and weaker Paki-
stan sustained a war on India for 
three decades by infiltrating armed 
fighters across our border to wreak 
death and destruction with impu-

nity? How does Pakistan keep the 
pot boiling in the Kashmir Valley, 
almost at will, without fear of re-
percussions?

In the case of China, despite our 
diplomats rejoicing over a series 
of bilateral agreements, protocols 
and confidence-building measures 
signed between 1993 and 2013, 
what emboldens China’s People’s 
Liberation Army to offer provoca-
tion and offence, at will, through 
repeated violations of the Line 
of Actual Control? In the current 
Doklam stand-off, what makes 
Chinese officials as well as the me-
dia indulge in boorish invective in 
an attempt to intimidate India?

In international relations, as in 
the jungle, even the perception of 
weakness can provoke base and 
predatory instincts of unscrupu-
lous rivals. 

Has India, notwithstanding its 
nuclear arsenal, military muscle 
and economic and demographic 
strengths, conveyed an impression 
to its adversaries of a weak, dif-
fident and irresolute nation? And 
has it, thereby, tempted them into 
bellicose adventurism and brinks-
manship? If so, this is the fall-out 
of sustained political indifference 
that has eroded the credibility of 
our national security posture. Of 
numerous areas of neglect, I cite 
just three.

One, the top-ranking officer in 
India’s higher defence organisa-
tion is the Chairman, Chiefs of 
Staff Committee, who is also a key 
functionary in the nuclear com-
mand chain. Currently, this is a 
part-time post, tenanted by one 
of the three Service Chiefs in rota-
tion, with short, random tenures. 
Experience has proved this to be 
an absurd and ineffective model, 
which impacts on the credibility 
of our deterrent posture. Succes-
sive governments have clung to 

this system, ignoring repeated 
recommendations that either this 
post be made permanent or be re-
placed by a Chief of Defence Staff. 
Two, the US manages its forces 
worldwide through six joint mili-
tary commands, while China re-
organised its forces in 2014 into 
five geographic commands, each 
with integrated army, navy and air 
force components.

The Indian military, however, re-
mains in a World War II time-warp, 
and is organised into 19 unwieldy 
commands, of which only two are 
joint and 17 single service, with 
no two HQs in the same location. 
Again, India’s failure to implement 
reforms and integrate the three 
services means that our soldiers 
will be denied the synergy and 
combat effectiveness that joint-
ness has brought to every modern 
military. A recent report of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General 
pinpointing material shortages of 
imported hardware and ordnance 
highlights the multiple challenges 
that our military faces.

The last issue that detracts from 
the credibility of India’s security 
edifice is the civil-military disso-
nance and bureaucratic function-
ing of South Block that has stalled 
military modernisation. The roots 
of this discord lie in the fact that 
the 100 per cent civilian Ministry 
of Defence (MoD) and the service 
HQs work in separate compart-
ments and no government has 
mustered the will to buck the bu-
reaucracy and integrate them.

Each of these shortcomings is 
a self-goal by the Indian state. 
In 2001, a Group of Ministers of 
the then National Democratic 
Alliance government had rec-
ommended a comprehensive 
revamp of the national security 
structure. A decade later, the 
United Progressive Alliance gov-

ernment received a similar set of 
recommendations from a com-
mittee convened by the cabinet. 
The first was implemented super-
ficially and the second vanished 
without trace in the bureaucratic 
maw. While Parliament has rare-
ly lifted a finger in the cause of 
national security, China’s mili-
tary and the Pakistani deep state 
keenly observe the Indian scene 
and are taking full advantage of 
our egregious neglect.

The onus for the nation’s secu-
rity rests squarely on the Prime 
Minister, who must ensure that re-
sponsibility for defence is assigned 
to a full-time Raksha Mantri (RM) 
and not the MoD bureaucracy, as 
is the default practice. By lifting the 
current embargo on meeting his 
service chiefs, the Prime Minister 
can set the tone for better civil-
military relations and avail of first-
hand, authentic military advice 
and consultation.

Such are the demands of party 
politics and election campaign-
ing that even the best of RMs have 
been overwhelmed by their politi-
cal obligations. A credible national 
security organisation demands a 
24x7 RM, unburdened by demands 
of electoral politics. Even if a po-
litical lightweight, it is far more im-
portant that the RM finds the time 
and the mental capacity to remedy 
neglected long-term security plan-
ning and strategy.

Both the Kashmir and Doklam 
crises are putting India’s defence-
preparedness and resolve to severe 
test, especially in the absence of 
a full-time RM. There is no ques-
tion that we must stand firm while 
working towards a modus vivendi 
on both fronts. However, it is time 
we stopped tempting fate and, late 
though it is, initiated national se-
curity reforms with urgency.

IANS

Stop tempting fate: India needs urgent 
national security reforms 

BY VISHAV

There is no single voice of the 
Kashmiri youth like today’s 
popular media narrative 

seems to convey: the voice of the 
anti-India and pro-Pakistan slo-
gans. But there are myriad voices 
-- filled with anger, disappoint-
ment, disenchantment, even ha-
tred -- and even some filled with 
hope and eager to fulfil their young 
dreams and aspirations.

There are voices like that of In-
sha Mir, the programme lead of 
IEF Entrepreneurship Founda-
tion, who seems to have come to 
terms with the idea that the Kash-
mir issue is beyond resolution and 
that the youth need a “Plan B” to 
learn how to live with the conflict. 
There are voices like that of cul-
tural entrepreneur Syed Mujtaba 

Rizvi, who is fed up with corrup-
tion in the Jammu and Kashmir 
administration and frequent in-
ternet shutdowns which are either 
driving young entrepreneurs out 
of Kashmir or holding them back 
from making something out of 
their lives.

There are also voices like that of 
Shazia Bakshi, the co-head of Con-
federation of Indian Industry’s ‘In-
ternational Engagements, Young 
Indians’, who describes herself as 
an Indian first and a Kashmiri and 
a Muslim after, and asks why she 
has to prove her Indianness every 
single time she steps on to a plat-
form. As the nation is debating the 
Article 370 (of the Indian constitu-
tion that gives the state a special 
status) and Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti 

staunchly defends its retention, 
there are voices like that of jour-
nalist Samir Yasir, who says that 
Kashmiri youth -- who are fearless 
and no more scared of death -- do 
nottreally care about the fate of Ar-
ticle 370.

And then there are also voices 
like advocate Sheikh Sajjad, who 
feels that while Kashmiri youth 
see theirs to be a story of broken 
promises -- both by Indian state 
and their own leadership -- New 
Delhi also needs to introspect what 
is happening in its society or else it 
may lose Kashmir completely.

These were some of the voices at 
the “Understanding Kashmir” con-
clave here on Friday and Saturday.

And of course in Kashmir, there 
are the sounds of stones crashing 
into military vehicles and shields 

-- and sometimes skulls -- bullets 
being fired, the war cry of boys like 
Zakir Musa and Burhan Wani and 
the wailing of sons and daughters 
and brothers and sisters. Those are 
the sounds that people in rest of 
India are more familiar with.

According to Shazia Bakshi, 
Musa and Wani are not the role 
models for Kashmiri youth as “any-
one who takes up a gun cannot be a 
role model”.

“Everyone is talking about Zakir 
Musa and Burhan Wani. But who 
made them relevant? “The real 
question is what made Burhan 
Wani? Where did my Indian sys-
tem fail (that it produced) a Burhan 
Wani. You find the answer to that 
question, you find a solution to the 
Kashmir problem,” Shazia said.
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The many voices of young Kashmir: Popular 
narrative doesn’t reflect them

The rise and fall of Nawaz Sharif
After the five-judge Bench declared Nawaz Sharif disqualified for office, forcing the Pakistan 

Prime Minister to step down, it might seem an end of the Sharif era in Pakistan. However, one 
cannot dismiss the wily political strategist who would have become the first Pakistan Prime 

Minister to complete a full five-year term. By RK Kaushik

THE judgement announced by a five-
judge bench, headed by Chief Justice 
Azmat Saeed Khosa, declared Mo-

hammad Nawaz Sharif, the Prime Minister 
of Pakistan as disqualified (NAAHEL) for 
the post of the Prime Minister of Pakistan. 
The order of the bench, which consisted 
of Justice Gulzar Ahmed, Justice Ejaz Afzal 
Khan, Justice Sheikh Azmat Saeed and Jus-
tice Ajazul Ahsan ended the era of the Sharif 
family in Pakistan politics. 

The bench not only disqualified the 
Prime Minister, but also asked the NAB 
(National Accountability Bureau)   to de-
cide the serious charges of corruption and 
money laundering against Nawaz Sharif, 
his brother Shahbaz Sharif, the Chief Min-
ister of Punjab Province of Pakistan, Ishaq 
Dar  Finance Minister, Nawaz's two sons 
and daughter Maryam Safder in six months.

Nawaz Sharif was born on September 25, 
1949, in the house of Mohammad Sharif 
and lived in the Akbari  area of Lahore. His 
family was  of Kashmiri Brahmin origin and 
had migrated from Anantnag to Amritsar 
in 1870.  His grandfather Ramzan Sharif 
started living in village Jati Umra  in Tarn-
taran district of Punjab in India. Nawaz 
Sharif studied in Saint Anthony's Convent 
School in Lahore and he did his Masters in 
economics from Government College, La-
hore, in 1971— the year in which he  mar-

ried Kulsoom Nawaz.  Nawaz Sharif joined 
Tehriq-e-Istaq lal founded by Air Marshal 
Asghar Khan in 1972 and later joined the 
Muslim League in 1977. He was introduced 
to General Zia-ul Haq by the then Governor 
of Punjab Lt Gen Ghulam Jilani Khan, who 
was in a way his mentor and godfather in 
politics. Nawaz was inducted into the Pun-
jab cabinet by Gen Jilani  as the Finance 
Minister in May, 1982.  

He became the Chief Minister of Punjab 
in the partyless election held under the 
dictatorship of General Zia-ul Haq in 1985. 
Nawaz Sharif, after the death of General 
Zia-ul Haq on August 17, 1988 formed the 
Muslim League and led an  alliance  of op-
position parties and was defeated at the 
hands of Benazir Bhutto of the Pakistan 
Peoples Party in November, 1988. 

The government of  Benazir Bhutto was  
toppled by President  Ghulam Ishaq Khan 
on August 3, 1990, which led to the Pakistan 
Muslim League of Nawaz Sharif winning in 
elections  held in November, 1990. That was 
the time when his party had winning lead-
ers like Shujjat Hussain,  Parvez Illahi, Ha-
mid Nasir Chatha. Nawaz Sharif came into 
power in November 1990 and was asked 
to resign in June 1993. He again became 
the Prime Minister in January 1997, after 
toppling Benazir Bhutto's government. 
He soon had a confronation with the then 

Army Chief General Jahagir Karamat, who 
was forced to resign. In his place, he choose 
CORP Commander Mangla Lt Gen Pervez 
Musharraf.  Nawaz Sharif  very stoically and 
confidently did atomic explosions in May, 
1998. Later, he started  mending  fences 
with India which led to his first meeting 
with  the then Prime Minister, Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee on  the sidelines of the  UN ses-
sion in New York in September,  1998. 

This led to the starting of the Lahore- Del-
hi Bus service and also the visit by   Prime 
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee to Lahore in 
February, 1999. The Kargil War started by 
Musharraf put a damp squib on the bilat-
eral ties and the relations became sour in 
May-June 1999. The ending of the war led 
to anger, nay venom, against Nawaz Sharif 
and he was arrested on October 12, 1999, in 
a  bloodless coup after a failed hijacking, for 
which he was tried and sentenced to death.

 Unlike Bhutto, he was a dexterous poli-
tician and gave it in writing to Musharraf 
that he would not take part in politics for 
10 years and would also not come back to 
Pakistan for a decade. The pressure put by 
the then US President Bill Clinton worked 
and his life was saved.   He left for Saudi 
Arabia in November 2000. Pakistan was 

ruled by Musharraf through a martial law  
for the next seven years.   It was a period  
of peace and turmoil. Musharraf faced a 
vaulting agitation by lawyers throughout 
the country when he removed Chief Jus-
tice Iftikhar Chaudhary in the first week of 
March, 2007. Musharraf had to announce 
the election for February 2008 and allowed 
Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif to come 
back to Pakistan from Dubai and Saudi 
Arabia in November-December 2007.  
Benazir was assassinated on December 27, 
2007 in Rawalpindi and Pakistan Peoples 
Party came to power in February 2008. Asif 
Ali Zardari became President and Yousuf 
Raza Gilani became the Prime Minister. 
They faced problems and agitations from 

Nawaz Sharif, who was ruling Punjab and 
was a force to reckon with. In the  elections 
held in May, 2013, Nawaz Sharif came back 
to power with a two-third majority and 
winning 90 per cent seats in Punjab for the 
National Assembly. But then his brother 
Shahbaz Sharif was the Chief Minister of 
Punjab for the fourth term.  It is pertinent 
to mention that Nawaz Sharif annoyed the 
establishment (Army and ISI) and they 
were looking for a chance to hit him. The 
cricketer-turned-politician  Imran Khan 
bitterly opposed Nawaz Sharif with vari-
ous allegations. Finally, the Panamagate 
stuck in April 2016, leading to the end of 
era for Nawaz Sharif  on July 28, 2017. 
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The Consumer Bill has to be 
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CAN REFUGEES RETURN TO SYRIA, 
AS MANY WANT THEM TO?

It is indescribably devastating to watch 
as the international community intensi-
fies its push to normalise the occupied, 

murderous regime of Bashar al-Assad. Ma-
jor players in Syria are using Syrian lives as 
leverage and to signal they’ve had enough 
of Syrians and their “crisis”.

Recently, the UNHCR made an odd, 
somewhat troubling, statement. Based on 
figures from aid agencies, their spokes-
man said that 440,000 internally displaced 
Syrians - meaning Syrians already in Syria 
- have supposedly returned to their homes 
since the start of 2017 and that this was a 
“notable trend”. He then went on to say 
that despite this, the agency wouldn’t rec-
ommend or sponsor refugee returns given 
multiple risks that remain, and that Syrians 
seeking asylum in other nations needed to 
be given safe havens.

There are two levels of frustration that 
come with such statements: first, that 
440,000 IDPs are being presented as a 
“notable trend” in the context of over six 
million Syrians displaced internally and 
over five million living as refugees in other 
countries; and second, such statements 
carry very little weight with an interna-
tional community that has shown not only 
is it content with letting Assad and his allies 
continue creating refugees, but is also will-
ing to join the “war on terror” perpetuated 
by Assad and his allies.

When Syrians ‘go back’
When the UNHCR says conditions are 

not ideal for return, it means that Syrians, 
refugees or not, face risks with any move-

ments they attempt to make, starting from 
the moment they stand in line at any given 
border to re-enter their country.

Syrians I’ve spoken to tell me about 
abuse and corruption at the borders of 
neighbouring countries. One told me they 
had to pay bribes to border officials in Jor-
dan to ensure safe passage back to Syria. 
Several have told me their passports were 
confiscated in Jordan and they were told to 
check in with Syrian intelligence branches 
upon their return to their hometowns.

Others returning to Syria through Leba-
non have waited for hours to be let back 
into Syria, fearing the worst as Lebanese 
and Syrian regime officials humiliated 
and berated them. That’s aside from the 
money they’ve had taken from them at 
the borders, which is particularly pain-
ful given that most of these Syrians are al-
ready suffering financially. Then, there are 
those whose sons over 18 are immediately 
whisked off to forced conscription with the 
regime’s army.

This problem of forced conscription, 
faced mainly by young men, is a major risk 
not only at the borders, but also in areas 
under the control of the regime and the 
US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces. The 
Assad regime’s ministry of defence has re-
cently imposed new laws for punishing any 
men who attempt to evade mandatory ser-
vice in the regime’s army. 

Once Syrians make it back into Syria, 
they have to pass through checkpoints, 
risking detention at the hands of the re-
gime or various armed militias. Syrians, 

both refugees and IDPs, tell stories of being 
questioned for hours by the regime’s mili-
tias and seeing fellow countrymen killed at 
these checkpoints.

In liberated areas, IDPs also face inci-
dents of harassment and extortion and fall 
victim to infighting between armed groups. 
That is beside the continuing air strikes by 
the Syrian regime, Russia and the US-led 
international coalition that have killed, 
maimed and displaced thousands of inno-
cent civilians.

Refugee dodge ball
On World Refugee Day last month, Turk-

ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan gave a 
speech in which he spoke about Turkey’s 
generosity to refugees, telling the interna-
tional community Turkey could help advise 
on how to permanently solve the Syrian 
refugee crisis. Earlier this year, Turkey and 
Russia, despite backing opposing sides in 
Syria, agreed to work together (with Iran) to 
establish de-escalation zones across Syria - 
a plan that never really worked.

And despite the fact Turkey is host to 
the most Syrian refugees, it has sealed 
off its Syrian border with a massive wall 
built for security purposes and to stem 
the refugee flow. There has also been a 
growing number of incidents of Turkish 
border guards shooting at Syrian refu-
gees trying to cross the border. NGOs 
operating in Turkey - some working 
with Syrian refugees - are also facing a 
crackdown by the Turkish government. 
As isolated incidents, these occurrences 
wouldn’t mean much. But examined as a 

whole, it is clear refugees are paying the 
price as Turkey deals with its own inter-
nal affairs and attempts to clear out any-
one it deems a threat.

In Lebanon, three refugee camps were 
destroyed in a matter of days, two of them 
destroyed by fires and one of them raided 
by Lebanese authorities. Dozens of Syrian 
refugees were arrested in the Arsal camp 
raid in the name of “fighting terrorism”, 
and at least five of them were returned as 
bodies, tortured to death in custody.

In the days after these incidents, Leba-
non’s prime minister, Saad Hariri, pub-
lished a series of tweets, including in them 
a call to put pressure on the Assad regime to 
allow the UN to build camps on the Syrian 
side of the shared border as a means to bet-
ter protect Lebanese interests.

Hezbollah, a backer of the Assad regime 
and abuser of the Syrian people, is now 
brokering deals with various actors in Syria 
to force refugees back over the border from 
Arsal. Tension in Lebanon is at all-time 
highs, as is anti-Syrian refugee sentiment.

And it is not just Syria’s neighbours. In 
the West, the United States and France 
have been the loudest about their will-
ingness to acquiesce to Russian de-
mands in Syria. 

Furthermore, the US has already reached 
the 50,000 refugee resettlement cap set by 
the Trump administration, meaning that 
not only is it allowing abuses to be commit-
ted on its behalf in Syria, it is also actively 
blocking victims of its crimes in Syria from 
seeking refuge in the US. Syria is also one 
of the six countries included in Trump’s 
travel ban, which is now being battled in 
the courts.

In one way or another, all of these major 
players have contributed to Assad and his 
allies clinging to power and have obstruct-
ed the Syrian revolution. Yet, they now 
have the audacity to resent the presence of 
Syrian refugees within their borders.
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Doha’s Taliban 
links are 
worrying

BY MARWAN ASMAR

Qatar has a deep and intertwining 
connection with the Afghan Tali-
ban that goes back to 2013 and even 

long before that. Over time, Doha has 
sought to position itself as the interlocu-
tor in an attempt to get the Afghan peace 
process going and in order to draw the dif-
ferent warring factions together.

After 2013, Qatar became a sort of 
“middle home” to Taliban officials, who 
were brought to Qatar after a long search 
for them by the United States and the Af-
ghanistan government. The idea was to 
engage them so that peace and stability 
could be restored in the country. Eventual-
ly, it emerged that the Taliban had agreed 
to meet in Qatar. A “Taliban office”, that 
would serve as a point of contact with the 
government back home, was soon estab-
lished in Qatar.

However, the office became a bone of 
contention as soon as it came into being.

The Afghan government was upset be-
cause “the political bureau of the Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan” was embossed on 
the office, giving the impression that this 
was an embassy representing the country. 
It also became clear the peace process was 
reaching nowhere. It was deadlocked, with 
the Taliban simply playing for time.

Therefore, there was no longer any need 
for Doha to continue to host them. The 
Taliban presence in Qatar became an ex-
cuse. And today, it is “unclear” whether 
the office remains open or not.

The Taliban presence in Qatar became 
even more frustrating when the “war on 
terror” was launched because they had 
long been on the US terror list and were 
seen as aiding and abetting Al Qaida and 
providing a safe heaven for its leader Osa-
ma Bin Laden, who was finally killed by 
the Americans in Pakistan. At the Riyadh 
summit in May 2017, US President Donald 
Trump re-emphasised his commitment to 
go after extremist groups like Daesh (the 
self-proclaimed Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant), Al Qaida, Taliban, Hamas and 
Hezbollah — all of whom had relations 
with Qatar. Under the new US administra-
tion, Taliban were no longer seen as po-
tential peace partners to be wooed — a po-
sition that was perhaps in keeping with the 
views of the Afghan government, which 
was never too pleased with incorporating 
Taliban in the political process and struc-
ture of the country. Today, it can be safely 
argued that as one door was closed on 
the Taliban (that ruled Afghanistan in the 
1990s), another one remained opened, or 
was at least kept ajar through Qatar. Given 
the dangers of extremism in the region, 
this was a move fraught with risks.

Qatar lies strategically in the Gulf close 
to Saudi Arabia in its hinterland, Bahrain 
to its north and the UAE to its south. The 
Gulf powers are correct to express their 
anxiety over Doha’s willingness to host ex-
tremist voices in their neighbourhood.

If Taliban’s Doha office can now be 
shuttered, it will show Doha’s commit-
ment regarding the ceasing of support to 
such groups, refusing to host them on its 
territory and stopping bank-rolling them.

Qatar’s Taliban connection is particular-
ly serious. Their existence in Qatar may be 
a way for opening up greater channels to 
finance them and turn them into a threat 
to topple the government of Afghanistan 
and once again assume power.

If Qatar cracks down on the Taliban, 
it will be an effective signal to the other 
groups that Doha has reportedly financed 
over the years. The move will also be a se-
rious indication that the foreign policy of 
Qatar is tipping over and aligned with the 
rest of the Gulf. The quartet of Saudi Ara-
bia, UAE, Bahrain and Egypt must keep a 
close watch because on the other side, Iran 
is also courting the Taliban — no doubt for 
its own political ends.
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Countries want Syrian refugees to go back, but have they done anything to stop the Assad 
regime creating more refugees?... By Malak Chabkoun

How a climate crisis can turn into a 
food crisis overnight

In the summer of 2010, Russia faced 
a severe drought, a heatwave and a 
series of catastrophic wildfires, de-

stroying a third of the country’s wheat 
harvest. Half a year later, the Arab Spring 
began. The two are connected: The Mid-
dle East and North Africa, among the 
most food-insecure regions in the world, 
rely heavily on grain imports from the 
Black Sea, especially Russia, one of the 
world’s largest wheat exporters. But the 
Russian government banned grain ex-
ports amid the dismal harvest, looking to 
protect its own food supply.

Sapped of a major supplier, countries 
across the two regions saw bread prices 
skyrocket. And while many other factors 
fuelled the political unrest characterised 
as the Arab Spring, the high cost of food 
fuelled the broad popular discontent 
that prompted a string of attempts to 
overthrow illiberal regimes.

The episode illustrated the fragile na-
ture of the network the world uses to feed 
its approximately seven billion people. 
Now a new report by Chatham House, 
a London-based think tank, details how 
climate change further threatens that 
network, as the type of extreme weather 
event that knocked out the Russian har-
vest becomes all the more common.

Global food security depends on trade 
in just four crops: Maize, wheat, rice 
and soybeans. The first three account 
for 60 per cent of the world’s food en-
ergy intake. The fourth, soybeans, is the 
world’s largest source of animal protein 
feed, making up 65 per cent of global 
protein feed supply. Their production is 
concentrated in a handful of exporting 
countries, including the United States, 
Brazil and the Black Sea region, from 
which they are flowing at ever-greater 
volumes. Between 2000 and 2015, global 
food trade grew by 127 per cent to 2.2 
billion metric tonnes — and growth rates 
are projected to keep increasing. But the 
movement of these crops hinges on just 
14 “choke-point” junctures on transport 

routes through which exceptional vol-
umes of trade pass. Such choke points 
have been perilously overlooked, said 
Rob Bailey, research director for energy, 
environment and resources at Chatham 
House and co-author of the report. 

Imagine the following frightening-yet-
plausible scenario: What if the next time 
Russia’s wheat harvest is devastated 
by drought, other major food produc-
ers are also facing struggles with severe 
weather and wrecked harvests? In the 
US, that could mean a freak flood season 
that wipes out inland waterways or over-
whelms coastal ports.

Brazil, the world’s other heavy-hitter, 
accounts for 17 per cent of global wheat, 
maize, rice and soybean exports. But 
its road network is crumbling. Extreme 
rainfall could knock out a major trans-
port route. If this happened together 
with a US flood and a Russian drought, 
there would be global food shortages, 
riots and political instability, starvation 
in areas that are heavily dependent on 
imports, and recessions everywhere else.

Critical network The Panama Canal, 
linking western and Asian markets, is 
one of the most critical maritime choke 
points: Thirty-six per cent of US maize 
exports and 49 per cent of US soybean 
exports pass through it each year.

Another is the Turkish Straits, which 
connect Black Sea producers to global 
markets — including, critically, the 
Middle East. Seventy-seven per cent of 
wheat exports from Russia, Ukraine and 
Kazakhstan pass through these waters.

Inland waterways, roads and railways 
are critical too. Sixty per cent of US 
agricultural products make their way 
from farms to ports via the 12,000-mile 
(19,312km) Inland Marine Transporta-
tion System (IMTS), which comprises a 
network of rivers and tributariesSimi-
larly, 60 per cent of Russian and Ukrai-
nian wheat exports rely on the Black Sea 
rail network — a choke point that, along 
with its ports, the report calls the most 

volatile of the 14 choke points, thanks 
to conflict with Crimea, diplomatic ten-
sions over Syria and Yemen, and unsta-
ble trade relations with Europe.

Disruption at any of these choke 
points would mean trouble, but if several 
jammed at once, it could be disastrous.

Climate change makes such a scenario 
more likely. While it’s difficult to con-
nect any specific weather event to cli-
mate change, models suggest the shift-
ing climate is making such events more 
common.

For the US, that could mean a lot more 
episodes like the one in August 2012, 
when Hurricane Isaac closed ports and 
suspended barge traffic on parts of the 
Mississippi River.

Power plays
Political instability can also cause 

choke point disruptions. In 2015 and 
2016, tensions between Russia and Tur-
key fuelled power plays in the Turkish 
Straits, and an attempted internal coup 
led to a temporary shutdown of the Bos-
phorus.

And disruption of key arteries due to 
political instability can lead to a self-re-
inforcing cycle, as food shortages breed 
further instability. In the Middle East 
and North Africa, statistical analyses 
show that food security is a particularly 
high indicator of political stability. 

Over a third of grain imports for the 
region passes through a maritime choke 
point for which there is no alternate 
route. But the problem is widespread. 
The 2007-2008 global food crisis was ac-
companied by protests in 61 countries 
and riots in 23.

To make matters worse, chronic under-
investment in infrastructure has weak-
ened critical networks. Extreme weather 
and increased trade flows put them at 
risk of failing. The McKinsey Global In-
stitute places the world’s infrastructure 
investment deficit — the gap between 
funding available and funding needed 
— at $250 billion (Dh919.5 billion) a year 

through 2040. (The US has one of the 
largest deficits among G20 countries, 
according to Chatham House.) But even 
where there is infrastructure investment, 
governments often fail to factor in cli-
mate risks: A 2016 survey by the Organ-
isation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development found that, with very few 
exceptions, they are largely overlooked 
even in rich countries.

“It is a glide path to a perfect storm,” 
said Bailey.

In fact, 13 of the 14 choke points have 
seen some form of temporary disruption 
or closure in the last 15 years, according 
to the report. (The only one that hasn’t, 
the Strait of Gibraltar, may now come 
under pressure with Brexit negotia-
tions.) This should prompt policymak-
ers to prepare for worst-case scenarios. 
But as Bailey observed, “We’re not very 
good at conceptualising risks, which we 
haven’t yet experienced.” 

The mentality is very different when 
it comes to the oil market, where past 
oil embargoes make the idea of a sup-
ply shock more tangible. “People obsess 
about choke points there,” he said.

One solution is for countries to invest 
in individual emergency stores. But this 
risks creating an international “Hunger 
Games” — encouraging hoarding and 
scrambling behaviours in the event of 
a crisis and a death spiral of declining 
market confidence. “What is needed is a 
coordinated international approach like 
you have in energy markets,” Bailey said.

In 1974, the International Energy 
Agency established emergency response 
mechanisms to minimise the risk of oil-
and-gas disruptions. Governments and 
international responders, like the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation of the 
United Nations and the UN itself.

The World Food Programme should 
model this with rules on coordination 
during acute food disruptions. This 
would include emergency food-supply 
sharing arrangements and smarter stra-
tegic storage — where choke points can’t 
cut off supply. But they also needed to 
take preventive measures, like diversify-
ing production so countries aren’t de-
pendent on a handful of mega-crops and 
exporters. Funding should support alter-
native sources and supply routes around 
the world, as well as climate-resilient in-
frastructure.
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The world needs a coordinated international approach as much as new rules on coopera-
tion during acute food disruptions... By Elizabeth Winkler

Qatar should shutter the 
Afghan terror group’s office to 

signal its seriousness about 
tackling extremism

Ignoring OBOR, India and Japan forge ahead with joint connectivity project
BY RANJANA NARAYAN 

China may not have forgiven India for 
snubbing its mega trans-continent 

corridor initiative, but in what may rankle 
more is that New Delhi and Tokyo, Beijing's 
arch rival, are pushing ahead with a devel-
opment corridor between Asia and Africa.

The announcement of the Asia Africa 
Growth Corridor (AAGC), made by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi during the Afri-
can Development Bank (AfDB) meet in 
Gandhinagar in May, came days after China 
hosted with great pomp the first One Belt 
One Road (OBOR) summit in Beijing. The 
venture is expected to get further impetus 

in September during the visit of Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.

India has been involved in Africa for 
many years, in trade as well as capacity-
building activities. Japan, which has been 
working on infrastructure projects in Africa, 
can help with its advanced technology as 
well as funds for the AAGC. Japan is report-
edly planning to commit $200 billion for the 
proposed growth corridor.

So, is the AAGC meant as a counter to 
OBOR? "The two are completely separate. 
OBOR is different. Long before OBOR, India 
and Japan were individually working in Af-
rica, and were talking to each other about 

Africa," Rajiv Bhatia, a former Indian am-
bassador, told IANS. "India and Japan feel 
that by intensifying cooperation with Afri-
ca, they can help each other and Africa. We 
are working on the AAGC in our own way 
and at our own pace," said the former High 
Commissioner to South Africa and Kenya.

He said that China's engagement in Af-
rica is extensive, while the India-Japan col-
laboration is beginning to take shape. The 
AAGC shows that India and Japan desire 
to take their cooperation beyond the bilat-
eral sphere, he added. China's OBOR, pro-
posed by President Xi Jinping in 2013, is an 
estimated $5 trillion connectivity corridor 

spanning over 60 countries across Asia, the 
Middle East, Europe, and Africa. It is meant 
to be a revival of the ancient Silk Road trad-
ing route and is expected to comprise build-
ing of roads, bridges, gas pipelines, ports, 
railways and power plants, besides SEZs.

India and Japan had begun a dialogue on 
Africa in 2010, a continent in which both 
have much stake. The main objective of the 
AAGC is to enhance growth and connec-
tivity between Asia and Africa. According 
to the vision document, the corridor will 
focus on four areas: Development Coop-
eration Projects, Quality Infrastructure 
and Institutional Connectivity, Enhancing 

Skills, and People-to-People Partnership. 
Agriculture, health, technology, and di-
saster management are the main areas of 
development cooperation. It will focus on 
boosting skills and research and develop-
ment capacities in Africa.  According to a 
report by McKinsey, China is Africa's larg-
est economic partner, with goods trade 
worth $188 billion in 2015 -- compared to 
$59 billion with India. Since the turn of the 
millennium, Africa-China trade has been 
growing at approximately 20 per cent per 
year, the report says, adding that there are 
around 10,000 Chinese firms in Africa.

IANS
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Venezuelan officials killed as 
voting starts

Caracus, July 30 (IANS) A leading candidate in Sunday’s 
assembly elections and an opposition activist have been 
killed in Venezuela.

The killings took place as voting started to elect a new as-
sembly with powers to rewrite the constitution.

The opposition says it is a power grab by President Nicolás 
Maduro and is boycotting the vote.

The government says the constituent assembly is the only 
way to bring peace back to the country after months of violent 
protests.

José Felix Pineda, a 39-year-old lawyer running in the elec-
tion, was shot a number of times on Saturday night local time, 
a senior Venezuelan minister said.

Ricardo Campos, a youth secretary with the opposition Ac-
ción Democrática party, was shot dead during a protest, the 
head of the national assembly said.

Venezuelan newspaper El Universal said two other men 
were also killed in protests.

Trump ‘disappointed’ with Chi-
na after North Korea missile test

Washington, July 30 (IANS) US President Donald Trump 
says he is “very disappointed” with China for not doing 
enough to stop North Korea’s weapons programme.

Writing on Twitter, he said he would not allow China to “do 
nothing” about the reclusive state.

His comments came a day after Pyongyang test-fired its 
second intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) in a month.

It later claimed the test proved that the entire US was with-
in striking range of its weaponry.

On Saturday, two US B-1 bombers conducted exercises over 
the Korean peninsula with South Korean and Japanese planes. 
The move was a “direct response” to the North’s two ICBM 
launches, and “part of the continuing demonstration of ironclad 
US commitment to our allies”, the US Pacific Command said.

Passchendaele 100: William and 
Kate to join commemorations

London, July 30 (IANS) The Duke and Duchess of Cam-
bridge will join Prime Minister Theresa May in Belgium later 
to mark the centenary of the Battle of Passchendaele - one of 
the bloodiest of World War One. Half a million Allied and Ger-
man soldiers were killed, wounded or went missing in three 
months of fighting.

Many drowned in the thick mud, caused by weeks of relent-
less rain. A service will be held in Ypres, where the King of Bel-
gium and Prince William will lay wreaths at the Menin Gate.

They will hear the Last Post, which has been played at the 
gate by a bugler almost every evening since 1928.

Dignitaries and the descendants of those who died will gather 
in Ypres’s Market Square for an event to tell the story of the battle.

Performances and music - which will include the National 
Youth Choir of Scotland, Dame Helen Mirren and a specially 
written extract from War Horse, narrated by Michael Mor-
purgo - will be set to a backdrop of light projections on to the 
historic Cloth Hall.

Bangladesh police arrest four in 
‘shaved heads’ student rape case

Dhaka, July 30 (IANS) Four men have been arrested in Ban-
gladesh over the alleged rape of a student, after pictures of her 
with a shaved head were shared online. Police said Tufan Sarker, 
a unionist linked to the governing Awami League party, was 
among those detained.

A manhunt is underway for Mr Sarker’s wife, Asha Khatun, 
who is accused of beating the 16-year-old and her mother 
and shaving their heads. The photos caused outrage in Ban-
gladesh and authorities were urged to act fast.

Mr Sarker, 25, was charged on Friday by police from the 
Bogra district with raping the girl and threatening to kill her, 
officials said. “He threatened to kill her and her mother if she 
would dare to talk to anyone about the incident,” local police 
spokesman Sonaton Chakroborty told AFP news agency.

Another officer said that Mr Sarker was the local leader of 
the labour wing of the Awami League, which came to power 
eight years ago. The other three men arrested are accused of 
abetting the rape. Photos of the alleged victim and her mother 
under police protection at a local hospital spread quickly on-
line, shocking the Bangladeshi public.

UK has stripped 150 jihadis of 
citizenship: Report

London, July 30 (IANS) More than 150 jihadis and other 
criminals have been stripped of their citizenship and banned 
from returning to the UK, a media report said on Sunday.

The government stepped up the “deprivation orders” amid 
fears that the collapse of the Islamic State terror group will 
lead to an influx of militants from Syria, the Guardian quoted 
the Sunday Times report as saying. Quoting official figures 
and security sources, the Sunday Times report said more than 
40 suspects have had their right to a passport removed this 
year, with about 30 targeted since March. It added those who 
have had their citizenship removed include gunmen and “ji-
hadi brides” who have travelled to Syria.

WORLD SNIPPETS

Stand up against US, Israeli 
‘villainy’, Khamenei urges Muslims 

Arab quartet ready for 
talks with Qatar if it 
stops backing terror Tehran, July 30 (IANS) 

Iran’s Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
on Sunday urged Muslims 
worldwide to take a stand 
against the US and Israel’s 
“villainy” during the im-
minent annual Hajj cer-
emonies.

One of the topics related 
to the Islamic world is “the 
issue of al-Quds (Jerusa-
lem) and Aqsa Mosque, 
which is in focus today,” 
Xinhua news agency quot-
ed Khamenei as saying.

“There is no better 
place than the holy cit-
ies of Mecca and Medina 
in Saudi Arabia, to voice 
Muslims’ opinion and 
stance in support of Pal-
estine and Aqsa Mosque,” 
he said.

He said the US interfer-
ence in the affairs of Mus-
lim countries and its cre-
ation of terrorist groups is 

another important reason 
for the Muslims to take 
stand against these coun-
tries during the Hajj cer-
emonies to be held in late 
August in the holy city of 
Mecca in Saudi Arabia.

“The US government 
is more villain and mali-
cious than the terrorist 
groups. Muslims should 
be cognisant about the di-
visive plots hatched by the 
enemies,” he stressed.

Iran decided to with-
draw from sending pil-
grims to Hajj ceremony 
last year, with concerns 
over the safety of the pil-
grims after the deadly 
stampede in Hajj of 2015, 
in which more than 450 
Iranians died.

After resolving the issues 
between Tehran and Riyadh, 
Iran decided to send as many 
as 86,500 pilgrims to the an-
nual Hajj ceremony this year.

Manama, July 30 (IANS) The 
Arab quartet on Sunday ex-
pressed its willingness to en-
gage in a dialogue with Qatar 
to resolve the current crisis, if 
Doha stops backing terror.

The foreign ministers of 
the Arab quartet, comprising 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt, 
held a meeting in the Bahraini 
capital Manama after they cut 
ties with Qatar on June 5 and 
accused the Gulf emirate of 
supporting terror.

At a press conference in 
Manama, Bahraini Foreign 
Minister Khalid bin Ahmed Al 
Khalifa said the four countries 
announced their willingness to 
enter into a dialogue with Qa-
tar, if the latter declared its sin-
cere desire to stop supporting 
and financing “terrorism and 
extremism” and the spreading 
of hate speech, Efe reported. 

He also called on Qatar to com-
ply with the 13 demands of the 
quartet and pledge not to in-
terfere in the affairs of the four 
Arab countries.

Al Khalifa insisted that 
this call for dialogue did not 
mean that the quartet has re-
nounced any demands pre-
sented to Qatar.

The Arab quartet demanded 
that Doha should meet the 
13-demand list, which in-
cludes the closure of Al Jazeera 
TV network and a Turkish mil-
itary base on Qatari soil and 
distance itself from Iran, his-
toric enemy of Saudi Arabia.

The four countries on Sun-
day accused Doha of putting 
“obstacles” in the path of Qa-
taris who desire to travel to 
the holy city of Mecca in Saudi 
Arabia for the pilgrimage, 
which will be performed at the 
end of August.

Manila, July 30 (IANS) A 
Philippine mayor accused by 
President Rodrigo Duterte of 
having links with the illegal drugs 
trade has been shot dead in a 
police raid. Reynaldo Parojinog, 
mayor of the city of Ozamiz on 
Mindanao island, was killed 
with his wife and 10 others at his 
home as police served a warrant.

Officers were fired on by the 
mayor’s security guards, offi-
cials said.

More than 7,000 people are 
said to have been killed since Mr 
Duterte launched a war on the 
drugs trade in July 2016.

Police were serving an ar-
rest warrant when they were 
“met with a volley of fire” by Mr 
Parojinog’s security guards, of-

ficials said. “The Parojinogs, if 
you would recall, are included in 
President Duterte’s list of people 
involved in the illegal drug trade,” 
Mr Duterte’s spokesman, Ernesto 
Abella, said in a statement.

A spokesman for the Paro-
jinogs denied that there had 
been any exchange of fire and 
said the mayor’s camp did not 
fire a shot.

Mr Parojinog’s brother was 
also killed in the dawn raid in 
Ozamiz. His daughter, the city’s 
vice-mayor, was arrested and 
faces charges relating to drugs 
offences, police said.

Officers recovered rifles, cash 
and illegal drugs at the address, 
according to provincial police 
chief Jaysen De Guzman.

Moscow, July 30 (IANS) 
The US and Georgia have 
launched their biggest ever 
joint military exercises, as the 
Caucasus nation seeks to push 
its bid to join Nato.

US Vice-President Mike 
Pence will visit this week and 
is expected to back the plan, 
which Russia strongly oppos-
es. Georgia and Russia have 
had fractious relations over 
two breakaway republics and 
fought a brief war in 2008.

Russia staged its own show 
of force on Sunday with Presi-
dent Putin joining a naval dis-
play in St Petersburg.

The US-Georgia military 
drills, dubbed Noble Partner, 
involve some 1,600 US and 
800 Georgian troops. The 
US has also deployed M1A2 

Abrams main battle tanks and 
M2 Bradley infantry vehicles 
for the exercises, which will go 
on until 12 August.

A number of other na-
tions, including the UK, are 
involved. Georgian Defence 
Minister Levan Izoria said the 
“unprecedented” exercises 
would “make clear the sup-
port for Georgia by the Nato 
member states, especially the 
US”.

Although Georgia is not a 
member of Nato, it does vol-
untarily contribute to the 
Nato Response Force (NRF), 
the multinational force of 
land, air, navy and special op-
erations units the alliance can 
deploy quickly when needed.

The Russo-Georgian War in 
August 2008 led to Moscow oc-

cupying the Russian-backed 
self-proclaimed republics of 
South Ossetia and Abkhazia. 
Meanwhile on Sunday, Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin attended 
a show of might on Russia’s 
annual Navy Day.

Some 50 warships and sub-
marines were on displayed in 
the Gulf of Finland and on the 
Neva river around St Peters-
burg. He said in an address: 
“The navy is not only dealing 
with its traditional tasks but 
also responding with merit to 
new challenges, making a signif-
icant contribution to the fight 
against terrorism and piracy.”

There were other displays 
around the country, and Rus-
sia also showed off its naval 
hardware at its Syrian base of 
Tartus.

US and Georgia hold military drills, 
as Russia shows off naval strength

Philippines mayor accused 
by Duterte of drugs trade 

links shot dead

Israeli soldier who 
killed wounded 

Palestinian attacker 
loses appeal

German nightclub shooting: 
Two dead in Konstanz

Jerusalem, July 30 (IANS) An Israeli military 
court has rejected the appeal of a soldier who 
was jailed for 18 months for killing a wounded 
Palestinian attacker. Elor Azaria was found guilty 
in January of manslaughter over the March 2016 
shooting of Abdul Fatah al-Sharif, 21, in Hebron, 
in the occupied West Bank.

Azaria had told a colleague that Sharif, who 
had stabbed another soldier, “deserved to die”.

Israeli military chiefs condemned his actions, 
but others praised them.

Azaria - a sergeant and military medic - had 
appealed against the verdict, while the prosecu-
tion was demanding an increased sentence.

As well as rejecting his appeal, the court 
decided Azaria’s 18-month sentence should 
stand, saying that his version of events had 
been unreliable. His “original reason” for kill-
ing Sharif was revenge, Times of Israel report-
ed, quoting the judges.

Azaria had said he acted out of fear that Sharif 
might have been wearing an explosive vest.

However, “Azaria’s shooting [of the Palestin-
ian assailant Abdel Fattah al-Sharif] was not mo-
tivated by fear of the terrorist’s future action,” 
the judges said.

The judges were also critical of the 21-year-old 
who, they said, “decided to question the char-
acter of nearly everyone who questioned his 
character, and never expressed remorse or ques-
tioned his actions”.

He was, however, “a devoted and excelling 
warrior until the incident”, the judges said, ac-
cording to the Times of Israel. The case has fu-
elled debate in Israel over when and how soldiers 
are entitled to use lethal force against attackers.

The shooting occurred amid a wave of attacks 
by Palestinians that had killed 29 Israelis over the 
preceding five months.

Berlin, July 30 (IANS) A gunman 
has been shot dead by German 
police after opening fire at a night-
club in the city of Konstanz.

One person was killed and three 
seriously injured in the attack at 
about 04:30 (02:30 GMT) on Sun-
day.

The shooter targeted the Grey 
club in an industrial part of the 
city, on Max-Stromeyer-Strasse.

Police have ruled out a terrorist 
motive. A spokesperson told N-TV 

that the gunman was a 34-year-old 
Iraqi citizen, but not an asylum 
seeker.

He is believed to have lived in 
Germany for a long time.

Hundreds of revellers are 
thought to have been at the club. 
Police said they either fled outside 
in terror, or found places to hide as 
the shooting unfolded.

A doorman appeared to have 
been shot with an automatic 
weapon as he tried to stop the 

attacker, witnesses told broad-
caster SWR. One police officer was 
also wounded in the exchange of 
fire. The officer’s injuries are not 
thought to be life-threatening.

Police and prosecutors said in a 
statement (in German) that spe-
cial commando forces and a police 
helicopter had been deployed, as 
it was not yet known if the suspect 
had accomplices.

The motive for the shooting re-
mains unclear.

Australia police ‘foil terror 
plot to bring down plane’

Sydney, July 30 
(IANS) Counter-terror-
ism police in Australia 
have stopped a suspect-
ed plot to bring down an 
aeroplane, Prime Min-
ister Malcolm Turnbull 
has said. He was speak-
ing after four people 
were arrested in raids 
across Sydney.

Investigators said 
they had seized mate-
rials in the raids that 
could have been used 
to make an improvised 
explosive device. Mr 
Turnbull said the raids 
had been a “major joint 
counter-terrorism op-
eration”. He said extra 
security was in place at 

domestic and interna-
tional airports. The raids 
took place in the Sydney 
suburbs of Surry Hills, 
Lakemba, Wiley Park 
and Punchbowl, Aus-
tralian broadcaster ABC 
reported. Australia’s 
national terror threat 

level remains at “prob-
able”. Australian Federal 
Police Commissioner 
Andrew Colvin said the 
four men arrested were 
allegedly linked to a 
Islamist-inspired plot. 
“In recent days, law en-
forcement has become 

aware of information 
that suggested some 
people in Sydney were 
planning to commit a 
terrorist attack using an 
IED (improvised explo-
sive device),” he told a 
news conference.

He said police did not 
yet have information on 
“the specific attack, the 
location, date or time”, 
adding that he expected 
the investigation to be 
“long and protracted”.

ABC reported that a 
woman in the Surry Hills 
area, who said her son 
and husband had been 
arrested, denied that 
they had any links to ter-
rorism.

At least one of the raids took place in the Sydney 
suburb of Surry Hills. AFP
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‘IRDAI decision against 
Sahara India Life raises 

several questions’
Chennai, July 30 (IANS) The IRDAI’s latest order against private life 

insurer Sahara India Life Insurance Company Ltd., which in effect shuts 
down the company’s business, has raised many questions for which 
there are not many answers, say senior industry officials and experts.

The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IR-
DAI) in its July 28 order has said: “The promoters of the company (Sa-
hara India Life) are no more fit and proper; a sum of Rs.78 crore has 
already been siphoned off in name of the security deposits; the share-
holders and Board of Directors are not keen in recovery plan; the com-
pany is mainly surviving on the release of reserves. However the situa-
tion may not continue for long as the new premium of the company has 
come down significantly.”

On the insurance regulator’s serious charge that Rs 78 crore has been 
siphoned off, industry officials ask what action have the IRDAI or the 
administrator appointed by it in June 2017 taken in that regard.

“It is not clear who has siphoned off the money. If it is fraudulent 
diversion of funds, it is a criminal act that will have to be taken cog-
nizance of by the police and criminal court. It is not clear if IRDAI has 
lodged a criminal complaint,” K.K. Srinivasan, former member of the 
IRDAI, told IANS.

“If it (IRDAI) has not done so far, it is perhaps duty bound to lodge a 
criminal complaint without further delay,” Srinivasan added.

The IRDAI’s July 28 order is silent on how and by whom Rs 78 crore 
were siphoned off.

However, information gleaned from the IRDAI order dated June 12 
shows that Sahara India Life had paid a little less than Rs 80 crore as 
rental deposits towards opening of 646 pan-India branches to a group 
company.

Curiously, the IRDAI has not permitted Sahara India Life to expand 
its branch network.

According to the IRDAI, its July 28 order is based on the June 22 re-
port by the administrator appointed by it. The insurance regulator has 
not made the administrator’s report public.

“The siphoning charge also brings into picture the role of profession-
als like auditors -- external and internal -- appointed actuary. Did not 
the statutory auditors detect siphoning of funds?” a senior industry of-
ficial asked. He also said the appointed actuary is a representative of 
the insurance regulator and he/she submits two major reports about 
the company detailing the financial position and the actuarial reserves. 
The company also submits several returns to the regulator.

Srinivasan said as per the IRDA Act, the regulator is vested with the 
responsibility to protect policy holder’s interests and ensure orderly 
growth of the industry. “Hence the decision of IRDAI to transfer the 
assets and policy holder’s liabilities of Sahara Life to ICICI Prudential 
Insurance under Section 52 B (2) of the Insurance Act seems appro-
priate,” Srinivasan added. Another industry expert not wanting to be 
named told IANS that the IRDAI has not explained in detail the reasons 
for appointing an administrator to run the affairs of Sahara India Life 
and then ordering the transfer of all its polices to ICICI Prudential Life 
Insurance.

“If IRDAI’s decision is to protect the interests of policyholders, there 
were no major complaints against Sahara India Life of not settling valid 
claims. Further, there were no questions of the insurer falling back in its 
solvency margin. The company’s solvency margin is much higher than 
others,” the industry expert said.

Officials said there are insurers who have earned several crore of 
rupees of undue income from policyholders but the regulator has not 
taken such a punitive action against them as he has done in the case of 
Sahara India Life. Industry officials also question the IRDAI’s move to 
appoint its General Manager R.K. Sharma as the administrator of Saha-
ra India Life. “Earlier, the power to appoint an administrator was with 
the central government and the regulator had only a recommendatory 
power. After the amendment of insurance laws a couple years ago, the 
power to appoint the administrator was given to the insurance regula-
tor,” an official said.

Mumbai, July 30 (IANS) The Re-
serve Bank of India’s monetary pol-
icy review and the ongoing quar-
terly results season are expected to 
determine the trajectory of equity 
indices next week.

According to market observers, 
global geopolitical situation and 
macro-economic data points will 
also impact investors’ risk-taking 
appetite.

“RBI’s monetary policy review 
slated for next week is going to be 
one of the most important events 
that will influence the equity mar-
kets,” Devendra Nevgi, Chief Exec-
utive of Zyfin Advisors, told IANS.

“Markets have already discount-
ed the possibility of a 25 basis 
points cut. Investors will also look 
forward to the language and cues 
that RBI will give on the future in-
flation scenario and rate cut out-
look.”

In its last review, the RBI had kept 
the key lending rate unchanged. 
However, deceleration in recent 
consumer and retail inflation data 
points has spurred expectations of 
a rate cut.

Apart from monetary policy re-
view, quarterly earnings results will 
be the other major theme for the 
week. 

“Though at present the valu-
ation of the market looked little 
stretched, the long-term outlook 
of the domestic market is bullish, 

given the government’s policy re-
forms, a stable macro environment 
and liquidity flow from global and 
domestic investors, to name a 
few,” D.K. Aggarwal, Chairman and 
Managing Director, SMC Invest-
ments and Advisors, said.

Companies like Indian Oil Corp, 
M&M, Power Grid, Marico, Lupin, 
Titan, Punjab National Bank and 
Reliance Power are expected to an-
nounce their Q1 results during the 
upcoming week.

“Earnings have become very crit-
ical as the PE (price-earnings) ratio 

are exceeding the current earnings. 
In the near term earnings need to 
catch up with the PE ratios for the 
markets to move higher,” Nevgi ex-
plained.

“Global markets development 
will also have a profound impact on 
the domestic indices. Geo-political 
situation such as developments on 
the Korean peninsula might bring 
short-term volatility.” 

Besides quarterly results, macro-
economic data points like Index of 
Eight Core Industries (ECI) figures 
and the country’s fiscal deficit data 

up to June will be keenly watched 
by investors. 

In addition, monthly automobile 
sales figures and the Purchasing 
Managers’ Index (PMI) manufac-
turing and services data will be-
come other major sentiment driv-
ers.

On technical levels, uptrend is 
expected to continue, as NSE Nifty 
is expected to reach a new high af-
ter crossing the immediate resis-
tance level of 10,026 points.

“Technically, the underlying 
trend remains firmly up and the 
coming week could see the Nifty 
attempting to move to new life 
highs,” Deepak Jasani, Head - Re-
tail Research, HDFC Securities, 
told IANS. “Immediate resistances 
are at 10,026 points, while crucial 
supports to watch for any weakness 
are at 9,827 points.”

Last week, key indices made 
gains on the back of persistent in-
flow of foreign funds, coupled with 
healthy quarterly results and posi-
tive global cues.

Consequently, the 30-scrip Sen-
sitive Index (Sensex) of the BSE 
closed at 30,309.88 points -- up 
280.99 points or 0.88 per cent from 
its previous week’s close.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty closed 
higher by 99.25 points or one per 
cent to 10,014.50 points.

(Rohit Vaid can be contacted at 
rohit.v@ians.in)

RBI policy review, Q1 results to steer markets 

Dhaka, July 30 (IANS) The World 
Bank has approved $570 million 
for two projects in Bangladesh to 
improve health, nutrition and pop-
ulation services and strengthen the 
country’s public procurement.

The $515 million Health Sector 
Support Project will strengthen 
the country’s health system and 
improve quality and coverage of 
essential service delivery, with a 
focus on Sylhet and Chittagong 
divisions, Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

Key health indicators are below 
national average in Sylhet and 
Chittagong, said the Washington-
based lender in a statement on 
Saturday.

The $55 million Digitizing Imple-

mentation Monitoring and Pub-
lic Procurement Project will help 
Bangladesh improve public pro-
curement performance, including 
its capacity to monitor implemen-
tation of development projects and 
programmes using digital technol-
ogy, it said.

Bangladesh spends over $7 bil-
lion a year on public procurement, 
which constitutes about 70 per 
cent of the annual development 
programme.

According to the bank, the 
Health Sector Support Project aims 
to increase the number of mothers 
receiving quality delivery care in 
public health facilities to at least 
146,000 mothers annually in the 
two regions.

It will also provide basic immu-
nization to nearly five million chil-
dren.

“The World Bank and the gov-
ernment have been working to-
gether for years to improve the 
health sector and public procure-
ment performance,” said Qimiao 
Fan, World Bank Country Director 
for Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal.

“These two projects will help 
further progress towards better 
health outcomes and optimal use 
of public resources through an ef-
fective public procurement and 
monitoring system. This will ben-
efit the entire nation and support 
Bangladesh’s journey to becoming 
an upper middle-income country,” 
he said.

WB approves $570mn for Bangladesh

New Delhi, July 30 (IANS) 
Ahead of the Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s (RBI) forthcoming monetary 
policy review next week, industry 
chamber Assocham has on Sun-
day urged the apex bank to cut 
interest rates in view of latest data 
that shows inflation at a five-year 
low and deceleration in the fac-
tory output.

“Citing inflation at a five-year 
low and deceleration in the fac-
tory output, the Assocham has 
written to RBI Governor Urjit 
Patel, making out a strong case 
for at least 25 basis point cut in 
the policy interest rate when the 

RBI Monetary Policy Committee 
meets on August 2,” an Associ-
ated Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry of India (Assocham) said 
here.

“After a long duration of consis-
tency in the repo rate, Assocham 
believes that the RBI could reduce 
the policy rate,” chamber Secre-
tary General D.S. Rawat said in his 
letter to the RBI Governor.

Retail inflation in India dur-
ing June dropped to a record low 
of 1.54 per cent, while industrial 
production data showed that the 
growth in factory production fell 
to 1.7 per cent in May, from 8 per 

cent in the same month a year 
ago. “The wholesale price index 
(WPI) also eased to 0.9 per cent 
from 2.17 per cent. The case for 
rate-cut is additionally strength-
ened by easing of food inflation 
to (minus)-2.12 per cent from 
0.31 per cent. Good monsoon 
forecasts for the current financial 
year have additionally created a 
stance for further reduction in the 
food inflation,” Assocham said. 
At its second bi-monthly mon-
etary policy review of the fiscal on 
June 7, the RBI maintained status 
quo on its repo, or short-term 
rate for lending to commercial 
banks, at 6.25 per cent.  In do-
ing so, the policy statement said 
the six-member Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) was guided by 
the risks to inflation. It was the 
fourth policy review in succession 
that the MPC had kept the repo 
rate unchanged.  Since the MPC 
started setting rates in October 
last year, this was the first time it 
did not take a unanimous deci-
sion, with five members voting in 
favour of holding the rate and one 
opposing. Three of the six mem-
bers of the MPC are government 
nominees, while the others are 
from the RBI.

WhatsApp looking for professional
 for monetising it

New Delhi: July 30 (IANS) To 
counter Reliance Jio, Vodafone 
is targeting students with a new 
scheme that will offer unlimited 
calls with 1 gigabyte of 4G/3G data 
every day for 84 days, according 
to a company official. Reliance 
Jio is offering similar benefits for 
Rs 399 along with free roaming 
and unlimited SMS. Vodafone has 

announced ‘Vodafone Campus 
Survival Kit’ for students in Delhi-
NCR. The scheme, which is only 
for new connections, costs Rs 445 
which will offer students unlimited 
voice calls, 1GB per day of 3G or 4G 
data for 84 days, discount coupons 
and a messenger bag free as part of 
the offer.

Subsequent recharges will be 

for Rs 352 that will give the above-
mentioned benefits.

“The survival kit is for Rs 445, it 
includes discount booklet from 
Ola, Zomato and others, valid for 
84 days, post the expiration, 352 
recharge will give them same ben-
efits,” Vodafone India Delhi circle 
business head Alok Verma said in 
an e-mailed response.

Vodafone student scheme offers 
unlimited calls, 1GB per day for Rs 352

New Delhi, July 30 IANS) China 
may not have forgiven India for 
snubbing its mega trans-continent 
corridor initiative, but in what 
may rankle more is that New Delhi 
and Tokyo, Beijing’s arch rival, are 
pushing ahead with a development 
corridor between Asia and Africa. 
The announcement of the Asia Af-
rica Growth Corridor (AAGC), made 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
during the African Development 
Bank (AfDB) meet in Gandhinagar 
in May, came days after China 
hosted with great pomp the first 
One Belt One Road (OBOR) summit 
in Beijing. The venture is expected 
to get further impetus in September 
during the visit of Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe.

India has been involved in Africa 
for many years, in trade as well as 
capacity-building activities. Japan, 

which has been working on infra-
structure projects in Africa, can 
help with its advanced technology 
as well as funds for the AAGC. Ja-
pan is reportedly planning to com-
mit $200 billion for the proposed 
growth corridor. So, is the AAGC 
meant as a counter to OBOR?

“The two are completely sepa-
rate. OBOR is different. Long before 
OBOR, India and Japan were indi-
vidually working in Africa, and were 
talking to each other about Africa,” 
Rajiv Bhatia, a former Indian am-
bassador, told IANS.

“India and Japan feel that by in-
tensifying cooperation with Africa, 
they can help each other and Africa. 
We are working on the AAGC in our 
own way and at our own pace,” said 
the former High Commissioner to 
South Africa and Kenya.

He said that China’s engage-

ment in Africa is extensive, while 
the India-Japan collaboration is 
beginning to take shape. The AAGC 
shows that India and Japan desire 
to take their cooperation beyond 
the bilateral sphere, he added.

China’s OBOR, proposed by 
President Xi Jinping in 2013, is an 
estimated $5 trillion connectivity 
corridor spanning over 60 coun-
tries across Asia, the Middle East, 
Europe, and Africa. It is meant to 
be a revival of the ancient Silk Road 
trading route and is expected to 
comprise building of roads, bridg-
es, gas pipelines, ports, railways 
and power plants, besides SEZs.

India and Japan had begun a dia-
logue on Africa in 2010, a continent 
in which both have much stake. The 
main objective of the AAGC is to en-
hance growth and connectivity be-
tween Asia and Africa. According to 

the vision document, the corridor 
will focus on four areas: Develop-
ment Cooperation Projects, Qual-
ity Infrastructure and Institutional 
Connectivity, Enhancing Skills, and 
People-to-People Partnership.

Agriculture, health, technology, 
and disaster management are the 
main areas of development cooper-
ation. It will focus on boosting skills 
and research and development ca-
pacities in Africa.

According to a report by McKin-
sey, China is Africa’s largest eco-
nomic partner, with goods trade 
worth $188 billion in 2015 -- com-
pared to $59 billion with India. 
Since the turn of the millennium, 
Africa-China trade has been grow-
ing at approximately 20 per cent 
per year, the report says, adding 
that there are around 10,000 Chi-
nese firms in Africa,

Ignoring OBOR, India and Japan forge ahead 
with joint connectivity project
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3rd Test SA vs ENG : Westley, Root progress England causeLONDON  JULY 30  (IANS) :    An 
abstemious maiden Test fifty by Tom 
Westley was the centrepiece of an 
Oval Test Sunday as England steadily 
progressed towards an anticipated 
declaration in the third Investec Test. 
By lunch on the fourth day, they had 
stretched their lead to 331 with eight 
wickets intact. A declaration shortly 
after tea looked most likely.

England lost Keaton Jennings on a 
heedful morning in which Joe Root’s 
quality did most to move England 
forward. Westley only contributed 22 
to England’s total in the session, but 
there was again a grace in his game 
that made him eminently watchable 
even when not scoring quickly.

South Africa stuck to their task 
without ever threatening to run 
through the England order. Kagiso 
Rabada posed most threat. As for 
Vernon Philander, he is still under the 
weather and left the field half an hour 

Lunch England 353 and 153 for 2 (Westley 50*, Root 38*) lead South Africa 175 (Bavuma 52, Roland-Jones 5-57) by 331 runs

Mohammad 
Amir clarifies 

retirement talk, 
says he is not 

quitting

NEW DELHI  JULY 30  (IANS) : 
Mohammad Amir has dismissed 
growing speculations regarding his 
retirement from one of the formats of 
the game.  

The left-arm fast bowler was quoted 
in the media to be saying that he is not 
thinking of quitting and added that 
earlier the story in the press regarding 
his retirement was ridiculous. 
Remember Amir has served a five-
year ban for spot-fixing before getting 
another lifeline via a chance to play 
international cricket for Pakistan.

Amir said, “I have no idea what the 
thinking was behind this ridiculous 
story. I’m fit, strong and healthy and 
have no intentions of quitting any 
format. 

What I had said was that as a 
cricketer you have to take care of your 
body and look after your fitness levels 
and someone altered that statement 
and quoted me as saying that I wanted 
to quit playing Test cricket.”

He further said, “It’s totally untrue 
and as long as I am fit I want to play in 
all formats. I was not under any false 
impressions that my comeback would 
be easy and that I would hit the ground 
running.”

He also added, “I never touched 
a cricket ball during my ban yet 
people expected me to come back 
to international cricket and make an 
instant impact. That was an impossible 
task and yet critics were writing me off 
straight after my comeback. 

It’s been about 18 months since 
my comeback and I think I am now 
showing the results of the hard work 
that I have put in. People need to be 
patient and I had to be patient, too, as 
these things take time.”

Wozniacki gets 42nd win of season, faces 
Siniakova in Bastad final

or so before lunch. He had bowled 11 overs in 
all; it felt like twice as many.

Jennings’ England career remains in doubt. 
He is without a Test half-century in six knocks 
after Kagiso Rabada surprised him with a 
bouncer, on 48, and won a lobbed catch to 
gully off the glove as Jennings failed to drop 
his hands quickly enough.

Rabada has the capacity to bowl an 
excellent shock ball whether it is the sort of 
yorker that unhinged Dawid Malan in the first 
innings or the bouncer, by far the shortest ball 
he had bowled in the England innings, which 
removed Jennings.

Nevertheless, Jennings’ statuesque style 
is bound to be bringing growing concern for 
England’s selectors ahead of an Ashes tour 
in Australia this winter. Stick with Jennings, 
return to Haseeb Hameed, who has had a 

poor season and who currently is playing no 
meaningful cricket at all as the NatWest Blast 
dominates schedules, or make a late pitch for 
Mark Stoneman, uncapped and frequently 
ignored? No decision is entirely appealing.

Jennings added 14 on the third morning, 
but his two boundaries off Morne Morkel 
were unconvincing, thick edges which told of 
his unease.

BASTAD (SWEDEN) JULY 30  (IANS) 
: Former world number one Caroline 
Wozniacki clinched a 42nd win of the 
season on Saturday to set up a meeting 
with Czech Katerina Siniakova in the WTA 
Bastad final. The top seed won through 7-5, 
4-6, 6-2 against Belgian Elise Mertens and 
next plays Siniakova who advanced past 
French third seed Caroline Garcia 6-2, 7-5. 
"It was a difficult match," said Wozniacki, 

bidding for her 26th career title and first this 
season against 21-year-old Siniakova.

"She played very well, aggressively in 
the wind and the sun was very low," said 
the Dane. "It's a positive that I put myself 
in the sitation where I'm in a fifth final. I'm 
definitely going to try and make this one."

The win gives Wozniacki a first final on 
outdoor clay since 2011 when she was 
world number one. Siniakova, ranked 56th, 

ousted French Open quarter-finalist Garcia 
in a match interrupted three times because 
of the rain.

The Czech player made her first WTA final 
in Bastad a year ago, and has since won her 
first title this year in Shehzhen.

“It’s amazing. The atmosphere is really 
good year, so I’m happy I could come back. 
I wasn’t sure if I would play here again, but 
I’m back and in the final!”

Isner, Harrison advance to 
BB&T Atlanta Open final

ATLANTA  JULY 30  (IANS) : Second-
seeded John Isner beat third-seeded Gilles 
Muller of Luxembourg 6-4, 6-2 on Saturday 
to reach the BB&T Atlanta Open final for the 
fifth straight year and the seventh time in 
eight years.

Isner lost to Nick Kyrgios last year at 
Atlantic Station after winning the hard-
court event three straight years. The 6-foot-
10 former University of Georgia star will 
face fourth-seeded Ryan Harrison in an all-
American final.

"It was a very good match. Absolutely 
nothing to complain about today," Isner 
said. "On and off the court in pretty quick 
fashion and I certainly will be ready to go 
tomorrow. I feel great physically, maybe 
the best I have felt in quite some time. 

More importantly than that, I am pretty 
confident as well."

The 32-year-old Isner won the Hall of 
Fame Open last week in Newport, Rhode 
Island, for his 11th career title - all at the 
ATP World Tour 250 level. He has won seven 
consecutive tour matches and held for 69 
straight service games.

Muller reached the Wimbledon quarter-
finals this month.

“He made it very tough for me today,” 
Miller said. “I don’t feel like I played a bad 
match. I maybe didn’t serve well enough 
today, but it’s also because of him. He put 
a lot of pressure on me. It was very tough 
out there today. All credit to him. He played 
a great match.” Harrison beat fifth-seeded 
Kyle Edmund of England 6-7 (5), 6-3, 

6-4. Harrison won the Memphis Open in 
February for his first career title. Edmund 
beat top-seeded Jack Sock on Friday night.

Sebastian 
Vettel wins in 

Hungary to 
stretch F1 lead

BUDAPEST  JULY 30  (IANS) : Sebastian 
Vettel won a tense Hungarian Grand Prix on 
Sunday in a Ferrari one-two that stretched 
his Formula One championship lead over 
Mercedes rival Lewis Hamilton to 14 points.

The German, taking his fourth win of the 
season, took the chequered flag 0.9 seconds 
ahead of Kimi Raikkonen with Hamilton 
finishing fourth after sportingly surrendering 
third place to team mate Valtteri Bottas on 
the last lap.

Bottas had let Hamilton past to attack the 
Ferraris, on the assurance that his team mate 
would hand back the place if he could not 
overtake, and Hamilton kept his word. 

The last Ferrari driver to win from pole 
position in Hungary was Vettel's compatriot 
Michael Schumacher, who was dominant in 
2004 and went on to win his seventh and last 
championship that season. Hungary was the 
last race before the August break, with nine 
of the 21 rounds remaining.

SEBASTIAN VETTEL
Ferrari's Vettel stretched his 

Formula One championship lead 
over Mercedes rival Hamilton to 14 
points. Vettel, taking his fourth win 
of the season, took the chequered 

flag 0.9 seconds ahead of Raikkonen.

FINA World Championships: Caeleb Dressel makes 
history with three world golds in one night

Dressel`s sprint heroics were compiled in just under two hours, interspersed by Sarah Sjostrom`s world 
record in the women`s 50 metres freestyle on another stunning night`s racing at the Duna Arena.

BUDAPEST  JULY 30  (IANS) : Caeleb 
Dressel of the United States became the first 
swimmer to win three gold medals in a single 
evening at the world championships after 
producing a trio of storming performances 
on Saturday.

Dressel`s sprint heroics were compiled in 
just under two hours, interspersed by Sarah 
Sjostrom`s world record in the women`s 50 
metres freestyle on another stunning night`s 
racing at the Duna Arena.

With the men`s 4x100m medley to come, 
he needs one more title to draw level with 
Michael Phelps`s record of seven golds at the 
2007 championships.

"It was physically challenging, mentally 
straining with lots of emotional energy," 
Dressel said of his night`s work. "You have to 
enjoy the moment and refocus very quickly."

Dressel began his historic evening in the 
men`s 50m freestyle, posting a world textile 
best time of 21.15 seconds. Brazil`s Bruno 
Fratus took silver, 0.12 seconds back, with 
Ben Proud of Britain snatching bronze.

"I don`t consider myself a talented guy, 
but I`m sure a hard worker," said Fratus.

The 20-year-old Dressel then had 33 
minutes to ready himself for the men`s 100m 
butterfly.

He never trailed and delivered two lengths 
of sizzling pace in 49.86 seconds. Edging 
ever closer to Phelps`s 2009 world record, he 
finished 0.04 seconds shy of the eight-year-
old mark.

"I honestly didn`t expect to be that close," 
Dressel told reporters.

Dressel`s speed, coupled with the sheer 
noise inside the arena, clearly lifted Kristof 

Milak of Hungary who posted a world junior 
record time for silver.

Milak touched 0.76 seconds behind 
Dressel, while Singapore`s Olympic 
champion Joseph Schooling shared bronze 
with James Guy of Britain.

After just over an hour to recover, Dressel 
then led the U.S. quartet out in a world-
record rout in the 4x100 metres mixed 
freestyle relay.

The top-ranked Sjostrom had cut a 
disconsolate figure after missing out on 
100m freestyle gold on Friday but she 
returned brilliantly to win the 50m butterfly 
final, recording the fastest ever indoor time 
of 24.60 seconds and touching 0.17 seconds 
outside of the world record she set at an 
outdoorevent in Sweden three years ago.

Ranomi Kromowidjojo of the Netherlands 
took silver. She held off Farida Osman by 
0.01 seconds, the Egyptian setting an African 

record for bronze.
Sjostrom then went one better in the 50m 

freestyle semi-finals as she shaved 0.06 
seconds off Britta Steffen`s 2009 world-
record time of 23.73 seconds.

Dressel`s exploits put Katie Ledecky`s 
unerring speed in the shade as the American 
routinely swam to women`s 800m freestyle 
gold in eight minutes 12.68 seconds.

Australia`s quiet world championship was 
overturned by defending champion Emily 
Seebohm in the women`s 200m backstroke.

Hopes had rested heavily on Seebohm with 
Australia on the cusp of finishing without a 
world title for the first time in 31 years.

Amid a cacophony of noise, Seebohm shut 
out the pressure to clock two minutes 05.68 
seconds, an Oceanic record, as her final arm 
stretch was enough to hold off local hope 
Katinka Hosszu by 0.17 seconds. Kathleen 
Baker of the U.S. took bronze.

Former SA cricketer 
Jonty Rhodes to 

mentor TNPL team
CHENNAI JULY 30  (IANS) : 

Legendary South Africa cricketer 
Jonty Rhodes will be joining Tamil 
Nadu Premier League (TNPL) team 
Ruby Trichy Warriors as mentor.  
This was revealed by the team on its 
Twitter feed. "It's a Bird...It's a Plane...
It's @JontyRhodes8! ???? Welcoming 
our mentor & brand ambassador 
for @TNPremierLeague 2.0! 
#DoubleTheGethu," the franchise said.
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Sonu Sood: I wish if 
I could have achieved 

more success in my life 
earlier when my mom 
could see that happen

On his 42nd birthday on Sunday, actor Sonu 
Sood says he only wished he had achieved more 
success in his life earlier when his mother could 
see it happen. Asked if he had to change some-
thing in his life, what would it be, Sonu told 
IANS: “I wish if I could have achieved more suc-
cess in my life earlier when my mom could see 
that happen, she could have seen those movies, 
could see the success rate that happened after 
I lost her.” The Dabangg actor says the only re-
gret that he always has in his life is “whatever I 
achieve, how much ever I achieve, my parents 
are not there with me”. Is it going to be a work-
ing birthday for Sonu? “Yes, I will be travelling 
at the time of my birthday. I am planning a huge 
event in Abu Dhabi for a cause, so I believe it’s a 
good day to start with doing something for oth-
ers. That’s how I will be celebrating my birth-
day this year.” Sonu is not only appreciated for 
his acting skills, but also for his well-chiselled 
body. Is it a pressure to look a certain way at his 
age Courtesy:SantaBanta.com

Salman Khan’s Sultan 
opponent Tyron Woodley 
thanks the actor for ‘top 

notch’ time in India

Mixed martial arts (MMA) fighter and actor Tyron 
Woodley, who fought against Salman Khan’s charac-
ter in “Sultan”, has thanked the Bollywood superstar 
for a “top notch” time he had during his stay in India.

Woodley expressed his appreciation for Salman on 
Twitter on Sunday. “SK! Appreciate you inviting me 
into your family and making my experience in India 
top notch,” he posted. In response, Salman wrote: 
“Thank you for all the kind words Tyron Woodley. 
Really appreciate it best of luck for your fight today. 
God speed, god bless.” In Sultan, which released 
last year, Woodley essayed the role of a wrestler in a 
match against character of Sultan Ali Khan (Salman). 
Courtesy:BollywoodLife.Com

August is all set to begin on 
a romantic note as Imtiaz Ali’s 
much awaited Jab Harry Met 
Sejal starring Shah Rukh Khan 
and Anushka Sharma will hit 
theatres worldwide. This is the 
first time, the trio have teamed 
up and we have to say, it’s quite 
an intriguing combination. 
With Imtiaz’s unconventional 
way of storytelling, Shah Rukh’s 
expertise with romance and An-
uhska’s comic timing, we can’t 
wait to find out what Jab Harry 
Met Sejal will be like! On work-
ing with with Imtiaz Ali, Shah 
Rukh Khan had said in a mum-
bai Mirror interview: “Imtiaz’s 
story is wonderfully penned, 
proving that he’s a modern-day 
Yash Chopra. Imtiaz believes 
in love… classic, unconditional 
love. He always shoots his films 
abroad, and loves food.” In fact 
Shah Rukh Khan was sp in awe 
of him that he revealed that he 
would love to do one film with 
Imtiaz every year. Also Read: 
Jab Harry Met Sejal trailer: Shah 
Rukh Khan and Anushka Shar-

ma look so much in love – view 
pics

Recently, Imtiaz Ali was asked 
about this grand coment Shah 

Rukh Khan had made, and he 
admits that it has never regis-
tered – ” I don’t even accept or 
register this comment [in my 

head]. It is not possible for me 
to actually digest this comment. 
I can’t accept it and then start 
to think, ‘why Shah Rukh said 
it and whether it is valid? Am I 
really like Yash Chopra in any 
way?’ I can’t. So, there is no 
question of feeling pressurised 
or happy. I have to accept it in 
a kind of superficial manner 
and with grace, but the fact of 
the matter is that I am not ac-
cepting this.” said the actor 
while speaking with Hindustan 
Times.

Anushka Sharma is teaming 
up with Shah Rukh Khan for 
the third time with Jab Harry 
Met Sejal. From the looks of the 
trailer, Shah Rukh Khan plays 
a tour guide, while Anuhska 
Sharma plays a cooky girl who 
lost her ring, her fiancee gave 
her and needs his help to look 
for it. Thereon their adven-
ture unfolds. The film’s tagline 
reads – What you seek is seek-
ing you. So are you ready for the 
magic to unfold on August 4th? 
Courtesy:SantaBanta.com

Imtiaz Ali on Shah Rukh Khan calling him the modern-day 
Yash Chopra: I don’t even accept or register this comment

Mubarakan Box office collection Day 
2: Anil Kapoor’s- Arjun Kapoor’s family 
entertainer witnesses a whopping 41% 

growth on Saturday

Surbhi Jyoti turns Comedy Queen 
in Comedy Ka Dangal

After romancing heroes and doing melodrama in TV shows, Surbhi Jyoti is 
all set to explore comedy genre as a comedienne in &TV ‘s new show Comedy 
Ka Dangal. Surbhi was last seen as Geetanjali in Star Plus’ spooky show Koi 
Laut Ke Aaya Hai. But Surbhi is now all set to make a comeback in a totally 
new avatar of a Drama Queen in Comedy Ka Dangal. She will be seen with 
brigade of TV actors and actresses fighting it out with the stand up comedi-
ans in the show. Comedy Ka Dangal will have Surbhi teaming up with Anita 
Hassanandani, Kamya Punjabi, Pooja Banerjee, Debina Baneerjee , Lavina 
Tandon and Rajesh Kumar. And all these TV actors will be giving skit based 
performances and will compete with the other team of stand up comedians.

The comedy will focus on the two different types of comedy — stand up 
and skit comedy. The stand-up comedians will be led by Bharti Singh. She 
will be pitted against music composer Anu Malik as head of the skit team. So 
Bharti’s team will have comedians like VIP, Rehman. So the show will have a 
fight between two teams that is the TV actors and stand-up comedians. The 
show will be hosted by famous RJ Mantra and Paritosh Tripathi.

Though this will not be the first time Surbhi Jyoti will be seen in a comedy 
reality show as she has also been seen earlier in Colors show Comedy Nights 
Bachao. So the same team is now making Comedy Ka Dangal that is produc-
ers Optimistix and they were actually impressed with Surbhi’s natural flair 
for comedy. So she will reuniting with her Bachao Team yet again.

Surbhi hails from Jalandar Punjab and started her career with Punjabi 
films and TV serials. In 2011 she moved to Mumbai and in 2012 she got her 
first TV serial Qubool Hai on Zee TV. The show had Surbhi romancing that 
time heart throb Karan Singh Grover. The show was a runaway success and 
Surbhi’s career was kick started as a TV actress. Qubool had a run of 3 years 
and ended in 2016. Though in the journey she had 7 heroes that she worked 
with from Rajesh Bapat, Karanveer Bohra, Vikrant Massey, Avinash Sachdev 
, Namik Paul and Varun Toorkey . Surbhi was linked to her co stars from Qu-
bool Hai from Varun Toorkey to Karan Singh Grover that she always denied .

Courtesy:BollywoodLife.Com

Anees Bazmee’s much awaited family 
entertainer, Mubarakan finally hit theatres 
on July 28. The film had garnered a huge 
buzz for its stellar cast comprising – Arjun 
Kapoor, Anil Kapoor, Ileana D’cruz and 
Athiya Shetty. For the first time, uncle and 
nephew had joined hands. Also, Arjun Ka-
poor’s double role caught every fans’ at-
tention. Looks like, this collaboration has 
worked wonders for the film. Ever since 
the release, positive reviews have been 
pouring in about the cast’s impeccable 
comic timing and the light hearted theme. 
On first day, the film raked in Rs 5.25 
crore. With the positive word of mouth, 
the film has witnessed a 41% growth on 
Saturday as the film collected 7.38 crore, 

thus making the total 12.63 crore. Consid-
ering this film has a struck a chord with 
all age groups, we can expect the film’s 
BO collections to only grow further. Also, 
two important factors work to the film’s 
advantage –  Sunday being a holiday and 
Mubarakan being a family entertainer. So 
we can expect packed theatres.  Also Read: 
Mubarakan movie review: Anil and Arjun 
Kapoor’s laughathon is rib-tickling enter-
tainment at its best

Arjun’s double dhamaka and Anil Ka-
poor’s power packed performance two of 
the biggest highlights of Mubarakan along 
with its clean humour. Fans are claiming 
this film to be the most entertaining flick 
of the year. Mubarakan follows the typical 
story of mistaken identity between twins 
but it’s Anees Bazmee’s way of handling 
humour that makes this movie stand out.

“I am extremely happy that audiences 
are enjoying the film and the positive word 
of mouth is bringing all families to the the-
atres. The masses are getting their enter-
tainment and the whistles and the claps in 
the theatres that I have seen is very gratify-
ing.” said Anees Bazmee on witnessing the 
positive reactions to the film.

In her film, Anushka Sharma goes on 
a trip to Europe. Admittedly, she loves 
to travel. She loves going on trips, with 
friends, family and sometimes even 
alone. She’s an Imtiaz Ali heroine and 
like all other films of the director, Jab 
Harry Met Sejal, too, connects love with 
travel and a journey. Anushka believes in 
Imtiaz’s take on love, life and travel. And 
in a freewheeling interview with us, she 
opens up about the film and her travel 
personality. Read on… I was very care-
ful about that, not because people might 
take offence. The character is like that. 
Sejal comes from a different background. 
She has gone to a Gujarati medium 
school, she has surrounded herself only 
with her family. Even when she goes out, 
it’s only with her cousins. So, ghoomi na-
hin hai duniya mein. This is just to show 
the smallness of her life. That’s why it’s 
constrained that way.

There are so many Gujarati characters 
today in films…

Then people also say that everyone’s 
only in the Punjabi flavour most of the 
time. I don’t think so or agree with it 
though.

Parineeti Chopra took exception when 
she was called bubbly. People associate 
the term with you too…

Calling all my characters bubbly is ac-
tually a bit of a stretch. As a person, I’m 
anything but bubbly. I would prefer to 

not talk at all, if that was an option. You 
live in a society and you have to speak 
to each other to converse. But I would 
be happier being an animal who doesn’t 
have to talk to anybody. Where you can 
communicate mentally and literally, I 
would enjoy doing that.

Or speak Imtiaz’s very different lan-
guage of love…

Imtiaz in his stories, always makes peo-
ple discover love through self-discovery. 
That’s the difference. They don’t experi-
ence love in isolation, saying ‘I love you’ 
and all that. They somewhere get to know 
themselves because of the presence of 

this other person in their lives. In the 
true sense of it, this is love. Imtiaz under-
stands that really well.

Karan Johar’s love stories are things 
lovers dream of, Imtiaz’s love stories are 
what really happens. Agree?

In Karan’s films, there are plots in the 
love story. Kuch kuch hota hai but phir 
bhi pyaar hota hai. That’s something 
which can be aspirational. In Imtiaz’s 
films, you are discovering yourself. And I 
truly feel you can fall in love, only when 
you are most comfortable with yourself. 
If it’s not working right now, it mostly is 
because you are not comfortable with 

who you are, at the moment. Because till 
you have that, the person will not come 
to your life. Self discovery is self love.

Whose love stories do you relate to 
more, as a person?

I’m a huge Imtiaz Ali fan. I love the 
flaws in his love stories, his characters, 
his people and the complexity and sim-
plicity in it. It’s like a very, very well mea-
sured, well-balanced cocktail. It’s com-
plex yet love is simple. His characters are 
flawed but very, very relatable. I guess, 
it’s because of his understanding of peo-
ple. I feel when he talks to people, he gets 
a very fair and truthful insight into them. 
That shows in his films. And because he’s 
a writer, it comes through very nicely. 
He’s a great mind to work with and I re-
ally enjoyed JHMS. JHMS is about a jour-
ney. What has been your most memora-
ble one? I love travelling and I think the 
ones with family always remain the most 
memorable ones. So I remember them. 
My parents would take us to Ooty or My-
sore. We were growing up in Bangalore so 
those were the most convenient holiday 
spots for us. Have you ever taken a trip 
just to get over something? No, I haven’t 
done that. But this one time, that I took 
a trip on my own, it was because I just 
wanted to see if I can be by myself. And 
I wanted to do it for a long time. So there 
was this urge inside me to take a solo trip. 
Courtesy:BollywoodLife.Com

Anushka Sharma on Jab Harry Met Sejal director Imtiaz 

Ali: I love the flaws in his love stories, his characters
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There is something about 
Sholay which makes us go back to 
it again and again. We don’t know 
whether it’s the setting, or the di-
alogue or Amitabh Bachchan and 
Dharmendra‘s bromance, we can 
watch it everyday if we can. And 
then Bachchan makes it a must 

watch even after watching it 10 
times by posting such throwback 
pics. He took to Instagram to do 
the same and wrote, “Rehearsing 
for SHOLAY ..” The quality of the 
image is not that great but it’s leg-
endary in itself. After all, Sholay is 
a cult. Everything about it is a cult 

too, including this image that AB 
has posted. It has Dharmendra 
and Big B in conversation. They 
are rehearsing their lines. Who 
doesn’t like their bickering in the 
film? They are simply the best 
on screen friends we have seen 
ever in Bollywood. Humour was 

one of the biggest chord of con-
nection between the two charac-
ters of Jai and Veeru. At the end, 
when Veeru cries with a dead Jai 
in his arms, we shed tears too. 
We know we will never get to 
see a bromance of such nature 
ever… Hence relive those mo-
ments of AB and Dharmendra’s 
friendship from Sholay through 
this picture… Amitabh Bachchan 
had said time and again that he 
had asked Dharmendra to rec-
ommend him for Sholay. Talk-
ing to DNA, he had said, “Salim-
Javed had worked with me in 
Zanjeer and they recommended 
me for Sholay. I also pleaded 
with Dharam (Dharmendra, who 
played the other lead in Sholay) to 
put in a compassionate word for 
me.” You can imagine how much 
AB wanted to be part of that mov-
ie and we are so glad he was. In 
the same interview, he also men-
tioned, “When I heard the script, I 
begged Salim and Javed and later 
Ramesh Sippy to let me play Gab-
bar. I knew that it would be very 
popular and liked. Amjad Khan 
and I met on the sets of Sholay, 
and remained dear friends till his 
passing.” So many memories… 
SIGH! Courtesy:SantaBanta.
com

Shah Rukh Khan‘s films 
never really had an issue in 
finding a name but now stay-
ing nameless till the end is 
perhaps a new trend that the 
actor is following. Jab Harry 
Met Sejal got its title only 
recently and now Aanand L 
Rai’s film is also nameless. 
But honestly, after reading 
one of Katrina Kaif‘s quotes 
from her interview about 
the tentative name of the 
film, we were glad that the 

film is yet to get a title. Why? 
Well, Katrina revealed it was 
initially called Katrina Meri 
Jaan.

No kidding! Since it has 
come from Katrina, we don’t 
have a reason to not believe it 
too. While talking to Firspost 
about this film that she will 
be part of along with Anush-
ka Sharma, the Jagga Jasoos 
actress said, “Anand sir is one 
of the best filmmakers we 
have and it is my second film 

with Shah Rukh. He is one 
of the best people to work 
with. Everyone becomes a 
team on his film. The script 
is amazing. Anand Sir has 
been speaking to me about it 
for more almost two years. It 
was a great role and he held 
on to that. When he started 
the film the title was — Ka-
trina Meri Jaan, so he told 
me that he can’t make this 
film without me.” Yes! You 
are reading right. Now you 
know why we are happy the 
film is not called so yet. Don’t 
get us wrong, nothing against 
Katrina but it just doesn’t 
feel like a Shah Rukh Khan 
film. There were reports that 
Shah Rukh plays a lovestruck 
small-town man, crushing on 
Katrina Kaif and hence she 
was required in the film. Rai 
had refuted all such claims 
much before. Rukh Khan’s 
dwarf movie, Anushka Shar-
ma and Katrina Kaif yet to 
report to sets) Shah Rukh is 
presently shooting the film in 
Mumbai and we have been 
bringing to you EXCLUSIVE 
details about the song he 
shot with Salman Khan in 
it. Courtesy:BollywoodLife.
Com 

Amitabh Bachchan shares a throwback pic with
Dharmendra from Sholay and makes us watch the film again

Wait what! Shah Rukh Khan’s Aanand L Rai film 
was called Katrina Meri Jaan?

Divyanka Tripathi got married 
to Vivek Dahiya last year in a mon-
soon wedding in Bhopal. The lady 
says she felt blessed as it poured 
and she has been proved correct 
so far. Theirs have been a heav-
enly union with the whole world 
crushing on #DiVek. Cute, roman-
tic, mushy we run short of describ-
ing them but their relationship 
has lessons, which is more than 
romantic fluff. The couple won 
Nach Baliye 8 recently and proved 
how competitive they can be. 

However, in real life they are bud-
dies and support each other cent 
per cent. Vivek has whisked off Di-
vyanka for an Italian honeymoon. 
The actor posted a snap of his 
from Sicily, Italy with the Mediter-
ranean Sea in the backdrop. The 
best part of Sicily is the beaches. 
It has a huge coastline dotted with 
churches, beaches, fishing villag-
es, local markets. The couple love 
Europe and went to London for a 
mini break to ring in the New Year. 
Vivek turned tourist guide for her 

in the city but this is a new expe-
rience for the love-ly couple. Di-
vyanka took out time to promote 
Lipstick Under My Burkha in Sic-
ily as well.Courtesy:SantaBanta.
com

Sidharth Malhotra and Jacqueline 
Fernandez’s A Gentleman to pay homage 

to Rishi Kapoor’s Bobby
In his upcoming film “A Gentle-

man”, Bollywood actor Sidharth Mal-
hotra has scenes that could remind 
viewers of Rishi Kapoor and Dimple 
Kapadia starrer “Bobby”, say directors 
Raj Nidimoru and Krishna D.K.

The cast and crew of “A Gentleman” 
gathered here on Thursday for an in-
formal chat with the media to show a 
glimpse of the film in a mini trailer. Sid-
harth’s character Gaurav loves to cook 
food. Mentioning one of the scenes, 
Raj said: “Have you guys noticed the 
‘Bobby’ reference in the scene where 
he (the character Gaurav) comes out 

with atta while making roti?”
Adding to that, Sidharth said: “Yes, 

my character Gaurav is a very interest-
ing, sweet character at one side who 
loves to cook, clean up his house, etc 
like a typical Delhi Punjabi boy. On the 
other hand, there is a different shade 
where he is doing a lot of action.” 
Asked if he is playing a double role in 
the film, Sidharth said: “It is not inher-
ently a double role, but there are two 
sides of the character. One side of the 
character wants a simple, happy life 
with a nice house, family and he has a 
sense of humour.

“The other side of the character is 
outlandish, aggressive and one who 
jumps out of a 60-storey building.”

The trailer of the film will be re-
leased on the internet on July 10 and 
the film slated to release on August 25 
.Courtesy:BollywoodLife.Com 
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Divyanka Tripathi – Vivek Dahiya’s 
first marriage anniversary is an 

Italian affair in Sicily 

Varun Dhawan is one of the 
most popular stars in the younger 
generation in Bollywood today, 
with one of the best box office 
success rates in town. Right from 
his debut movie Student of the 
Year, which released way back in 
2012 (where he was launched with 
Alia Bhatt and Sidharth Malhotra) 
to his latest movie Badrinath Ki 

Dulhania, he has tasted victory 
in nearly every film. While he has 
mostly done proper masala mov-
ies, where his acting style is of-
ten said to remind you of Salman 
Khan and Govinda’s performanc-
es in the ’90s, Varun Dhawan also 
got critical acclaim for his role as 
the vendetta seeking man in Bad-
lapur. But it all began because he 

got the right of exposure with the 
right kind of launch.

But have you imagined what 
would happen if Varun Dhawan 
didn’t choose a Karan Johar mov-
ie as his debut, instead making an 
artsy flick as his launchpad? That 
would have happened if Varun 
had gone through one of his audi-
tions and his father director Da-
vid Dhawan had allowed it. As per 
a report in DNA, during a recent 
interview, Varun was address-
ing the issue about being called 
privileged by someone, when he 
revealed that he had once audi-
tioned for Aamir Khan’s Dhobi 
Ghat. The movie was directed 
by Aamir’s wife Kiran Rao. Va-
run Dhawan auditioned for the 
movie, but did not inform anyone 
about it. However, Student of the 
Year, which released way back in 
2012 (where he was launched with 
Alia Bhatt and Sidharth Malhotra) 
to his latest movie Badrinath Ki 
Dulhania, he has tasted victory 
in nearly every film. While he has 
mostly done proper masala mov-
ies, he revealed that his father 
got a whiff about it, and got him 
thrown out of the film because he 
was not yet ready to face the cam-
era. The role later went to Prateik 
Babbar.

Wow! We don’t know how Va-
run’s career would have turned 
out if he had chosen Dhobi Ghat, 
since the original hero Prateik 
Babbar is rarely seen in Bolly-
wood these days. Though I have 
no clue how this does address 
the question about him being 
privileged, since he got a bet-
ter, mainstream launch within 
a year with SOTY. You say…
Courtesy:BollywoodLife.Com 

Did you know that Varun Dhawan had once secretly 
auditioned for Aamir Khan’s Dhobi Ghat?

Ranveer Singh loves to be dif-
ferent from the rest. Be it his 
movie choices or fashion choices, 
the actor makes sure he isn’t the 
usual. Honestly, we love that bit 
about him. What’s the point in 
following the herd? But at times, 
his style sense does take time to 
sink in. And trust us, we aren’t 
the only ones who gets that feel-
ing. His girlfriend Deepika Padu-
kone too finds a few of his sarto-
rial choices uninteresting. Say for 
example the kilt he wore to GQ 
50 Most Influential Young Indi-
ans award ceremony. She just 
couldn’t believe what she was 
seeing! (Also read: Deepika Padu-
kone throws a bash for birthday 
boy Ranveer Singh -view HQ pics)

Ranveer had posted his pic 
with arms stretched out punning 
on the name GQ in Hindi, say-

ing, “Aap? Yahaan? Ji, Kyun? #GQ 
#GQPowerList @gqindia.” Ran-
veer wore jacketed-kilt by Rajesh 
Pratap Singh over trousers to the 

event. By now we have all been 
conditioned to expect strange sar-
torial gems from him and he has 
worn something similar before as 
well. But guess DP wasn’t expect-
ing that as she went all NOOOOO 
on him. Check out the conver-
sation right here… Whatever 
anyone may say, Deepika and 
Ranveer are together. We won-
der why people keep predicting 
their breakup. Yes, the actor has 
mellowed down a bit we agree as 
their sightings have reduced mas-
sively. But that’s because both 
are professionals busy with their 
jobs. Only recently, Ranveer took 
Deepika out for a spin in his new 
car and looked very much in love. 
They definitely were deep in con-
versation. It could be an intense 
talk which doesn’t need too much 
of smiling we assume. Anyway, 
what we are trying to get at here 
is, we love how the two of them 
are doing little things for each 
other. This Twitter banter is also 
a part of it.Courtesy:SantaBanta.
com

Deepika Padukone doesn’t like Ranveer 
Singh’s kilt wear to GQ Most Influential 

Young Indians Award ceremony

Actor Sushant Singh Rajput, who 
will head to a NASA centre in the US 
to prepare for his next film — a space 
adventure titled “Chanda Mama 
Door Ke” — says he is looking for-
ward to experience zero gravity and 
explore Newton’s Laws of Motion, 
something he learnt as a student. “I 
am looking forward to that experi-

ence,” Sushant told IANS when asked 
about his plans to visit a National 
Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion centre.

“For the first 18, 19 years of my life, 
I have been studying all these theo-
ries of (Isaac) Newton and (Albert) 
Einstein. Now for the very first time, I 
will go there and experience all these 
things that so far was only in my 
head. I will experience zero gravity 
for the first time and I will experience 
how does it feel to walk on the moon. 
“All these things that I only studied or 
have the concept of in my head, I will 
explore it now, so I am really excited. 
The best thing about this is that NASA 

has been kind enough to allow me to 
come there and actually experience 
the authentic training that they are 
asked to do,” he added.

Directed by Sanjay Puran Singh 
Chauhan, the film also stars Nawa-
zuddin Siddiqui and R. Madhavan. 
Sushant was in the capital to be a 
part of the Super Boxing League 
which began here on Friday. Su-
shant is the co-owner of the home 
team Delhi Gladiators that defeated 
Haryana Warriors with a margin of 
12-6 in the presence of its CEO and 
founder Bill Dosanjh and Chairman, 
Olympic medallist boxer Amir Khan. 
Courtesy:BollywoodLife.Com 

Sushant Singh Rajput on Chanda Mama 
Door Ke: I will experience zero gravity 

for the first time


