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North Korea hails 
‘ICBM test’ success

BJP will form 
government in Odisha 

in 2019: Amit Shah

Istanbul, July 4 (IANS) The Turkish Airlines 
said on Tuesday that the US will lift the ban 
on electronics on flights from Istanbul from 
Wednesday. “As of tomorrow, we will put an-
other ban, another crisis behind,” Ilker Ayci, the 
airlines’ chairman, told reporters in Istanbul.

US security officials would carry out inspec-
tions on the security measures at Istanbul’s 
Ataturk Airport prior to the first flight to New 
York on Wednesday morning, the airlines’ 
press office said. 

Turkey started using US-manufactured to-
mography machines for luggage scan on a test 
basis in June end, Xinhua news agency reported.

In March, Washington banned devices larg-
er than a smartphone in cabins on US-bound 
flights from 10 airports in eight countries, in-
cluding Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Morocco, Qa-
tar, the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia 
and Turkey, citing the threat of bombs hidden 
in the electronics.

Patna, July 4 (IANS) A Saudi 
Arabia-based NRI has joined 
hands with Super 30, a free 
coaching centre which helps chil-
dren from poor families reach the 
prestigious IIT engineering insti-
tutes, to help talented youth from 
the minority community prepare 
for the IIT and other technical 
education courses. Obaidur Rah-
man, a businessman who is also 
chairman of the Bihar founda-

tion in Saudi Arabia, has formed 
an organization called Rahman 
30, which will select 30 talented 
students from the minority com-
munity through screening tests. 
These students will be provided 
free coaching by Super 30 found-
er director Anand Kumar.

“The main objective is to give the 
students employable education 
through rigorous training. This is 
what is lacking for the minorities.

Kolkata, July 4 (IANS) The Congress-led op-
position’s Presidential candidate Meira Ku-
mar on Tuesday sought support from the leg-
islators and MPs of West Bengal’s Trinamool 
Congress, Left and Congress parties.

She stressed on “ideology and ideology alone” 
as her plank in the presidential contest.

“I have been given assurance that you 
are supporting me. You have given me so 
much strength. Kolkata and West Bengal 
have given me strength and inspiration 
because it is the land of fighters. You have 
always fought against injustice and atroci-
ties,” Meira Kumar told the legislators in 
the West Bengal assembly.

Expressing gratitude to 17 opposition parties 
for reposing faith in her candidature, she said 
their unity is based on a firm ideological stand.

US set to lift electronics ban 
on flights from Istanbul

Meira Kumar seeks support from 
Trinamool, Left, Congress
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Kareena Kapoor Khan busts pregnancy myths 
and pours her heart out in a note.

Saudi-based 
NRI joins hands 
with Super 30 

to help talented 
minority students

Tel Aviv, July 4 (IANS) Wel-
coming Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on his arrival here, 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu on Tuesday termed 
the friendship between their two 
countries as “natural”.

Making a statement soon after 
Prime Minister Modi landed in 
Tel Aviv on a three-day visit, the 
first by an Indian Prime Minister, 
Netanyahu also announced that 
a $40 million innovation fund 
was being set up for cooperation 
between India and Israel.

In his comments, Prime Min-
ister Modi said India counts Is-
rael as an important partner in 
its path to development and a 
strong resilient partnership with 
it will be his focus. 

Modi said he was “honoured” 
to be the first Indian Prime Min-
ister to be visiting Israel, though 
the two nations set up formal 
diplomatic relations 25 years 
ago. After according a red carpet 
welcome to Modi at the airport, 

Netanyahu said that in their first 
meeting three years ago Modi 
had said ‘sky is the limit’ for In-
dia-Israel relationship.

“You said when it comes to 
India-Israel relationship, sky is 
the limit. But actually my friend 
the sky isn’t the limit because 
today our space programmes are 
working towards reaching even 

greater heights,” a smiling Israeli 
Prime Minister said. “The tie be-
tween our talented, innovative 
people is natural. It is so natu-
ral that we can ask what took so 
long for them to blossom.” He 
also announced an innovation 
fund for cooperation in the fields 
of technology, water, agriculture, 
energy and other fields. 

Office of President 
should be above party 

politics: Kovind

Putin, Trump to meet 
on July 7, says Kremlin 

India test-fires quick 
reaction missile

ArrayHyderabad, July 4 
(IANS) NDA’s presidential can-
didate Ram Nath Kovind on 
Tuesday said the office of the 
President should be kept above 
party politics and assured the 
parties supporting him that he 
will uphold the highest esteem 
of the prestigious office.

Stating that he is not associ-
ated with any political party, 
Kovind appealed to all mem-
bers of the presidential elec-
tion collegiums to support his 
candidature.

Kovind was addressing a 
meeting of the leaders of Telan-
gana Rashtra Samithi (TRS), the 
ruling party of Telangana which 
is extending support to him.

“Ever since I became Gov-
ernor of Bihar, I have been 
working throughout in a non-
partisan manner, keeping every 
citizen of Bihar with equal status 
without any discrimination. I 

can assure you that I will con-
tinue to keep the position of the 
President above party,” he told 
the meeting attended by TRS 
President and Chief Minister 
K. Chandrasekhar Rao, Union 
Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu 
and some other BJP leaders.

“As on today I am not associ-
ated with any political party. Of 
course my earlier background 
had been with the BJP. I had the 
privilege of working in the team 
of Venkaiah Naidu. Even after 
resigning the governorship I did 
not join any party,” Kovind said.

Stating that the President is 
also the supreme commander of 
the armed forces, he said secu-
rity of ‘our international borders 
should be our topmost priority’.

“I can assure you I will always 
strive for all round develop-
ment of the nation irrespective 
of caste, creed, language, region 
and geographical situations.”

Moscow, July 4 (IANS) A 
meeting between Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and 
US President Donald Trump 
will take place on the sidelines 
of a G20 summit in the Ger-
man city of Hamburg on July 
7, the Kremlin announced on 
Tuesday.

“(It’s been) agreed for the 
seventh [of July],” Russian 
presidential aide Yury Usha-
kov was quoted as saying by 
Sputnik news agency.

Putin’s Press Secretary 
Dmitry Peskov told Tass 
news agency that it has been 
planned as a “fully-fledged” 
bilateral meeting rather than 
a brief on-the-go contact. This 
contact on the sidelines of the 

G20 summit will be the first 
personal meeting between the 
two Presidents, who have only 
spoken over the phone until 
now. Ushakov said it would 
be a very important meet-
ing “and everybody has been 
waiting for it”. He added that 
the meeting “will be particu-
larly important for ensuring 
global stability”.

The White House assured 
that no formal agenda had 
been set out for the talks be-
tween the two heads of state, 
though Trump was said to 
want to promote cooperation 
in dealing with the North Ko-
rean threat, Syria or the cam-
paign against the Islamic State 
terror organisation.

Bhubaneswar, July 3 (IANS) 
India on Monday successfully 
test-fired an indigenously de-
veloped short-range and Quick 
Reaction Surface to Air mis-
sile (QRSAM) from Chandipur 
along the Odisha coast.

The missile was test-fired 
from Launch Complex-3 at the 
Integrated Test Range (ITR) 
around 11.30 a.m from a truck-
mounted canister launcher, 
said official sources.

“All the technologies and 
subsystems incorporated in the 
missile have performed well, 
meeting all the mission re-
quirements,” an official state-
ment said.

“All the Radars, Electro Opti-
cal Systems, Telemetry Systems 
and other stations have tracked 
the Missile and monitored all 
the parameters. The missile 
test met all the objectives.”

Defence Minister Arun Jait-
ley congratulated the DRDO 
(Defence Research and Devel-

opment Organisation) over the 
successful launch.

“Congratulations to DRDO 
for successfully test-firing 
Quick Reaction Surface to Air 
Missile. This will add to India’s 
defence capabilities,” Jaitley 
said in a tweet.

“Successful flight test of 
Quick Reaction Surface to Air 
Missile paves way for complete 
indigenisation of Surface to Air 
missile domain,” he said.

The state-of-the-art missile 
has a strike range of 20-30 km 
and is capable of engaging mul-
tiple targets. The state-of-the-
art missile has a strike range of 
20-30 km and is capable of en-
gaging multiple targets.

The missile has been devel-
oped by the DRDO and other 
establishments.

The missile was tested for 
a second time to evaluate the 
performance of its canister 
version. The first test was con-
ducted on June 4.

Friendship between India, Israel natural, 
says Netanyahu welcoming Modi 

Governor threatened, insulted 
me; I felt like quitting: Mamata 

Kolkata, July 4 (IANS) 
Levelling a series of sensa-
tional allegations against 
West Bengal Governor K.N. 
Tripathi, Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee on Tuesday 
accused him of threatening 
and insulting her and said at 
one point, she was unable to 
take the “humiliation” and 
felt like quitting.

Using unusually strong 
language, Banerjee said the 
Governor spoke a functionary 
of the Bharatiya Janata Party, 
and not like the state’s consti-
tutional head. “The Governor 
told me many things today. 

I have been deeply insulted 
and humiliated by the com-
ments of the Governor... He 
has threatened me and talked 
to me like a block president of 
the BJP. I have told him ‘you 
cannot talk to me like this. I 
hold an elected constitutional 
post,” an angry Banerjee told 
media persons here.

Iterating that Tripathi called 
up her on her phone, she 
said: “The post of Governor is 
a constitutional post, he has 
to follow the constitutional 
norms. Mine is also a consti-
tutional post. “I have not come 
to power at his mercy. I have 

not come to the power due to 
the benevolence of BJP, CPI-
M or Congress. I have come 
to the power because of the 
mandate of the people, where-
as the Governor has been 
nominated by the centre...,” 

Holding that there should 
be mutual respect between 
the Governor and the Chief 
Minister, she said she even 
thought of stepping down 
from the post after the bar-
rage of “insults”.  “We are not 
servants. He is a constitutional 
post holder, I respect him. He 
should reciprocate by show-
ing respect to me also. I run 

a government. After today’s 
insult, at one point I thought I 
would quit. I have not been in-
sulted like this anytime in the 
past,” said Banerjee, also the 
Trinamool Congress supre-
mo. She said Tripathi spoke 
to her regarding some trouble 
between two communities 
since Monday.

“He is showing me law 
and order. Why will he take 
sides? Can’t he speak for 
both sides? When any small 
incident happens, BJP work-
ers hand him a piece of pa-
per and he speaks what not,” 
said a combative Banerjee.

The Vice President, Shri M. Hamid Ansari being presented with the book ‘Kamal Morarka’s 70 years’ by Shri Kamal 
Morarka, in New Delhi on July 04, 2017. The former Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh is also seen. PIB

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi with the Prime Minister 
of Israel, Mr. Benjamin Netanyahu, at Ben Gurion Airport, in Tel 

Aviv, Israel on July 04, 2017. PIB 
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The Union Minister for Finance, Corporate Affairs and Defence, Shri Arun 
Jaitley meeting the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Vietnam, 

Mr. Pham Binh Minh, in New Delhi.

New Delhi Jul 4: The Delhi 
high court on Monday sought 
a response from Delhi Fire 
Service, police and other civic 
agencies on a PIL raising doubt 
over emergency evacuation 
and fire safety preparedness 
in two prominent malls of the 
city. A bench of Acting Chief 
Justice Gita Mittal and Justice C 
Hari Shankar also issued notice 
to Select City Walk Mall and 
DLF Mall at Saket apart from 
DDA and Delhi government on 
the plea that claims the malls 
operating in the area have 
failed to fulfil their obligation 
of complying with various stat-
utory norms and compromised 
the safety, security and well be-

ing of the general public.
The court has given time till 

August 31 to all parties to fur-
nish their replies. The court 
also sought status reports 
from the authorities wonder-
ing why periodic and random 
inspections have not been 
carried out. The observations 
came after the Delhi govern-
ment said that inspections 
were carried out every three 
years. The government also 
assured the bench that an in-
spection of the two malls in 
south Delhi would be carried 
out immediately. The PIL filed 
by a lawyer Jeetender Gupta 
alleged that the malls have al-
lowed encroachment.

NEW DELHI Jul 4 : It 
was a pleasant Monday 
morning in the national 
capital with the minimum 
temperature recorded at 
26.7 degrees Celsius, a 
notch below the season’s 
average, the weather of-
fice said. “The sky will 
remain generally. There 
will be light rain or thun-
dershowers,” an official at 
the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) told 
IANS.

The humidity at 8.30 
a.m. was 88 per cent.

The maximum temper-
ature was likely to hover 
around 32 degrees Cel-
sius, five degrees below 
the normal.

On Sunday, the maxi-
mum temperature settled 
at 35 degrees Celsius, two 
degrees less than the av-
erage and the minimum 
was recorded at 26.4 de-
grees Celsius, a notch be-
low the normal.

New Delhi-4 July----The United 
Group launched “Mr. Cook” se-
ries which is going to revolution-
ize their kitchen appliances mar-
ket big time by inculcating more 
audience. You will find Mr Cook 
Pressure cookers, Induction base 
pressure cookers, Hard anodised 
Pressure cookers, Non stick cook-
ware. The enhanced range of ap-
pliances in this series are already 
a talk of the town because of their 
advancement , innumerable safety 
features and comparatively cheap-
er price . The launch of MR.COOK  
series took place on  Home Appli-
ances Trade Fair 2017 at Pragati 
Maidan , New Delhi .

The United Group  From a turn-
over of Rs 4500 per annum in the 
year 1965 to the big bloom expan-
sion in 2016 – 2017 , United Group 
has come a long way and now they 

are out with a strategy to expand 
their business further to fetch the 
customers who always wanted 
quality in their kitchen appliances 
but always had to step back look-
ing at the hefty price tags . United 
Group’s  Mr. Cook, an enhanced 
range of kitchen appliances has 
arrived as a blessing for such cus-
tomers who would now be able to 
get  good quality kitchenware in-
fused with advanced technology 
and substantial safety features at 
a very reasonable and handsome 
amount . Not just this, the cherry 
for the already delicious cake are 
the future plans for Mr.Cook range 
which ensure the addition of appli-
ances, Cutleries & white goods i.e. 
Iron, Press toaster, Ovens, Stoves, 
Cutlery, Microwave, Oven, Dish 
washers, Air fryers and many more 
in this mass appealing range .

The Minister of Industry, Belarus, Mr. Vitaly Vovk meeting the 
Minister of State for Commerce & Industry (Independent Charge), 

Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, in New Delhi.

NEW DELHI Jul 4 : The four-day spe-
cial session of the Delhi assembly con-
cluded on Monday with Aam Aadmi 
Party MLAs demanding exemplary ac-
tion, including “jail term”, for officials 
in charge of drain desilting work and 
prevention of waterlogging in the city as 
“they have miserably failed in discharg-
ing their duties”. Chief secretary M M 
Kutty was present in the officers’ gallery 
but principal secretary (PWD) Ashwini 
Kumar skipped the session.

Saying that the state of affairs on 
ground was “pathetic”, the ruling party 
demanded that if there are deaths due 
to diseases and fevers like chikungunya 
and dengue during monsoon, the of-
ficials should be liable for punishment 
for “criminal negligence”. From seeking 
jail term to labelling the failure to clean 
drains amounting to nothing short of 
“health terrorism”, MLAs even demand-
ed that officials be tried under sections 
of “culpable homicide”. While CM Ar-
vind Kejriwal did not attend the House 
session on Monday, his deputy Manish 
Sisodia was not present in the assembly 
when the resolution was passed.

In a damning report that picked holes 
in the claims of PWD and the corpora-
tions on their monsoon preparedness, 
the petitions committee of the assembly 
sought a “detailed inquiry” by the chief 
secretary into the “bogus claims of com-
pletion of desilting”. Based on surprise 
inspections of PWD drains, the com-
mittee concluded that “PWD, contrary 
to its claims, was not prepared at all for 
the monsoon”. Over a dozen AAP MLAs 
spoke about overflowing and clogged 

drains belonging to PWD and corpora-
tions but the tirade of the attack was 
largely directed to the former and its of-
ficials.

PWD minister Satyendar Jain rose at 
the end of the discussion only to agree 
with the House that stern action should 
be taken against officials and an investi-
gation must be conducted into the con-
cerns raised by the petitions committee. 
He also cited how the municipal corpo-
rations claimed in a monitoring meet-
ing chaired by LG Anil Baijal that 95% 
desilting was done while the situation 
on ground was different.

The panel, which has nine AAP legis-
lators on board with GK MLA Saurabh 
Bhardwaj as chairman, also sought that 
the PWD principal secretary Ashwini 
Kumar—who is in charge of vigilance 
department as well—be divested of 
both departments till completion of the 
inquiry. “Since the department of vigi-
lance and PWD are both headed by the 
same officer currently, the chief secre-
tary should not allow him to investigate 
himself and his own department in the 
interest of natural justice and fair play”.

After the House adopted the report on 
Monday, Dwarka MLA Adarsh Shastri 
moved a resolution that was passed by 
the assembly taking into consideration 
the first report of the petitions commit-
tee presented on June 30.

The House resolved that “the matter 
of misleading of the committee by the 
officials be examined and reported upon 
by the committee on privileges”. An ac-
tion taken report has been sought to be 
tabled in the House within 30 days.

Delhi,4,july,Orientation Program 
2017- Inaugural Ceremony was held 
with splendor and style at the sprawl-
ing campus of Asian Business School, 
Noida on 3 rd  OF July 2017. This super 
successful event saw a heavy turnover 
of the students, parents and media. 
The corporate high brows shared their 
words of wisdoms with the young as-
piring  managers. The program com-
menced with Ganesh Stuti and lighting 
of the holy lamp. Mr Saurabh Sharma, 
Director Branding and Planning, Asian 
Education Group gave the welcome 
address where he advised the igniting 
minds to work on their skill set. Dr Lal-
itya Vir Srivastava, Director AEG gave 
the Inaugural address. Mr Sandeep 
Marwah, President Asian Education 
Group motivated the young audience 
with his magical words. Mr Ashwani 
Lohani, Chairman and MD Air India 
limited shared his professional expe-
rience with the students. Mr Kamal 
Singh , Executive Director and CEO- 
Asia Pacific Resource Centre, United 

Nation Global Compact Network India 
shared his words of wisdom with the 
new batch. Ms Sheetal Singh, Head 
Communication Micromax Infomat-
ics Ltd shared her views on the impor-
tance of communication.

On this august occasion ABS Inter-
national Journal was released in the 
presence of the distinguished digni-
taries. Dr Anubhuti Dwivedi, HOD 
PGDM Program administered the 

oath the young students. The vote 
of thanks was given by Mr Gurdeep 
Singh Raina, Director Admissions 
and Marketing AEG. The post lunch 
session witnessed huge appreciation 
for motivational speaker Mr. Akash 
Gautam, Corporate Trainer and Mo-
tivational speaker. The students were 
completely charmed by his words and 
he got standing ovation by the young 
audience.

NEW DELHI Jul 4 : Several re-
ports of cheating have surfaced 
during DU’s entrance exams, 
including those held at Hindu, 
Kirori Mal and Hansraj colleges, 
and at Law Faculty on Sunday and 
Monday. While one person, iden-
tified as Prem Kumar, has been 
arrested for impersonating during 
the LLB entrance at Law Faculty, 
another case has been filed on 
the basis of a forgery complaint 
by some colleges, said Jatin Nar-
hwal, DCP, north. Anjul Jain, who 
appeared at the LLB entrance at 
Law Faculty on Sunday, wrote 
to the DU officer on special duty 
(OSD) for examinations about 
one such incident. “An aspirant 
whom I had known from my 
coaching class came to the hall 
with two cellphones. When we 

were asked to submit our phones 
before the exam, I saw him giving 
just one phone. He later went to 
the loo, and came back with the 
answer keys that were sent to him 
through an SMS,” she alleged in a 
two-page letter that was received 
and accepted by the OSD on July 
3. According to Jain, this plan was 
in the making for the past 15 days, 
and several students from her in-
stitute were involved in it. She said 

she had a recording of some boys 
confessing about the process.

Krishna Kanhaiya, an applicant 
who sat for the political science 
(MA) entrance at Hindu on Mon-
day, alleged that the invigilator had 
assisted a person in clicking pho-
tographs of his question paper as 
he was writing his roll number and 
other details at 7.50am, 10 minutes 
before the test. In a letter to the ex-
amination controller of Hindu, he 

claimed, “The invigilator, instead of 
questioning the boy, asked him to 
click the photos and leave quickly 
before he gets caught.” Principal 
Anju Srivastava said the college was 
investigating the allegations and 
would submit a report to DU.

At Hansraj, principal Rama said 
two applicants were caught with 
cellphones on Sunday. “We hand-
ed over three cellphones — two 
belonging to one person — to the 
police,” she said. The DU dean of 
examination, Vinay Gupta, con-
firmed that mobile phones from 
at least eight colleges were seized 
by its flying squads. Allegations of 
proxy attendance were also made 
during the law entrance at Kirori 
Mal on Sunday. Acting principal 
Dinesh Khattar, however, clarified 
that no cheating took.

Complaints of cheating in entrance 
exams rock Delhi University

Aam Aadmi Party 
seeks jail term for 

erring officials

HC asks if two malls 
have factored in all 

safety hazards

Pleasant Monday 
morning in Delhi

United Group launches 
‘’Mr. Cook” range

The Minister of State for Defence, Dr. Subhash
 Ramrao Bhamre chairing the Central Advisory Committee meeting of the 

National Cadet Corps, in New Delhi.

Orientation Program 2017 @Abs 
Held With Splendor And Style



The Minister of Social Welfare, Manipur, Smt. Nemcha Kipgen meeting the Union Minister 
for Social Justice and Empowerment, Shri Thaawar Chand Gehlot, in New Delhi.

New Delhi, July 4 (IANS) 
As India shifts to a cashless 
economy, cyber-threats are at 
a new high with the number 
of such incidents occurring in 
banking systems increasing 
in the last five years, a study 
here said on Tuesday. The joint 
study by Assocham and PwC 
said that an ATM card hack hit 
the Indian banks in October 
last year, affecting around 3.2 
million debit cards. “Hence, 
efforts are needed to enhance 
cyber security as businesses 
and citizens embrace this new 
digital wave,” the study noted. 
The study said the attacks on 
Indian websites have increased 
nearly five times in the past 
four years. However, the coun-
try’s budgetary allocation to-

wards cyber security was only 
about Rs 42.2 crore in 2012-13.

“Despite the growing threat, 
India’s budgetary allocation 
towards cyber security was 
about Rs 42.2 crore in 2012-13, 
up 19 per cent from Rs 35.45 
crore in 2010-11, whereas 
the US spends $658 million 
through Department of Home-
land Security and $93 million 
through US-CERT in 2013,” the 
study said. The study revealed 
that demonetisation has given 
an impetus to e-wallet services 
and mobile wallets have wit-
nessed a massive rise in app 
downloads. “The result has 
been that leading mobile wal-
lets have witnessed growth 
upwards of 100 per cent in app 
download numbers and have 

similarly seen an increase up-
wards of 400 per cent increase 
in wallet recharges,” it said.

“Moreover, cyber-threats 
will only rise as India is seeing 
a shift towards a cashless econ-
omy. The types of cyber secu-
rity incidents such as phishing, 
scanning, website intrusions 
and defacements, virus code 
and denial of service attacks 
will continue to grow,” the 
study added. “Globally, most 
countries are facing a short-
age of professionals with the 
expertise, training and motiva-
tion needed to deal with cyber 
criminals, and India is no ex-
ception,” said Assocham Sec-
retary General D.S. Rawat.

“What we urgently need is 
serious effort in capacity build-

ing and setting up high-end 
cyber labs that are capable of 
critically inspecting every IT 
component before these are 
deployed in critical infrastruc-
ture across industry sectors.” 
Rawat added: “There is an ever-
growing threat to the economy, 
financial sector, key govern-
ment departments and infra-
structure set-up, which in turn 
leaves internal security at risk.” 
The study said that by identify-
ing cyber security flaws and is-
sues, the decision-makers will 
be better placed to implement 
appropriate security controls, 
design additional secure ar-
chitectures, monitor targeted 
attacks and maintain effective 
cyber resilience for their IT, OT 
and CT networks.
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Cyber-threats increase as India 
goes cashless: Study

The Minister of State for Defence, Dr. Subhash Ramrao Bhamre meeting 
the Senior Minister of State for Defence & Foreign Affairs, the Republic 

of Singapore, Dr Maliki Osman, in New Delhi.

New Delhi, July 4 (IANS) India 
needs to develop an alternative, sus-
tainable growth model to avoid de-
pleting its resources at the current 
pace and make the same mistakes as 
the developed world, an EU green ex-
pert who is working with the country 
has warned. “Economic growth is a 
good thing, but what India needs to 
ensure is to avoid making the same 
mistakes that the developed world 
made in exploitation of resourc-
es,” Astrid Schomaker, Director for 
Global Sustainable Development, 
Environment-Directorate-General, 
European Commission, who steers 
a multi-partner initiative to explore 
alternative methods and materials 
for growth in this country, told IANS 
during a recent visit here.

He was here to sign an MoU with 
the Water Resources Ministry on 
cleaning the Ganga river. Schomaker 
said India faces challenges in balanc-
ing optimality between its limited 
resources and its soaring aspirations. 

According to an estimate cited by the 
consortium working with the Indian 
government -- published by the Unit-
ed Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) in 2016 -- India is fast on the 
way to becoming the world’s largest 
consumer nation, surpassing China 
and even the United States.

In 2010, India’s material demand 
was the third-largest in the world, after 
China and the US. By 2050, it is project-
ed that its total material demand will be 
nearly five-fold of that, it said. “The In-
dian government has set up an Indian 
Resources Panel to assess the resource 
capability situation. They extrapolate 
the results to predict where we would 
be in 2050. It has projected a 24-fold in-
crease in use of bio-mass by 2050. Now, 
that is not something that India can af-
ford. Likewise, if it continues using up 
other resources at the same rate, In-
dia’s global footprint would be so high 
that it will then join those countries 
which drastically over-consume and 
exploit the planet beyond its replenish-

ing capacity,” she said.
Schomaker facilitates cooperation 

between the Indian government and 
other stakeholders like The Energy 
and Research Institute (TERI), the 
Confederation of Indian Industry 
(CII) and Deutsche Gesellschaftfur 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
(GIZ) GmbH, a German firm which 
offers tailor-made solutions to cli-
mate-related issues, among others.

This is part of a consortium on a 
three-and-a-half year EU-Resource 
Efficiency Initiative (EU-REI) proj-
ect for India till July 2020. It began 
in January and has zeroed in on four 
sectors to suggest optimal use of re-
sources: Building/construction, Mo-
bility (Electric and Hybrid Vehicles), 
Renewable Energy (Photovoltaic), 
and Waste Management. Schomaker 
had no doubt about the workability of 
the sustainable ways of development 
and insisted that it can be just as prof-
itable or even more. “As India looks 
to foreign markets, there will be a de-

mand for resource-efficient products, 
especially in EU,” and so it will have 
to change its ways of production any 
way, she added.

The “circular economy” is one 
such method which Schomaker 
championed as an efficient mode of 
production that is also in place in the 
EU. The circular economy “means 
keeping the inputs, the raw materi-
als that go into the production, in the 
cycle as long as possible, before they 
are discarded”, she said, adding that 
one of the methods of doing this is 
using material which is amenable to 
subsequent recycling. Elaborating on 
the Ganga project,  he official cited 
the example of Europe’s Rhine river 
to drive home the point of camara-
derie. “The Rhine was in such a state 
30 years back (referring to pollution 
in the Ganges). But due to efforts on 
the part of several countries, it was 
cleaned up. We had to bring legisla-
tion which was one of the most ex-
pensive at the time.

New Delhi, July 4 (IANS) In a 
video gone viral, she looks helpless 
and uncomfortable as she tries to 
hide her face and turns around to 
escape shutterbugs who go click-
ety-click while she waits for the 
doors of an elevator to open at a 
theatre’s basement.

That’s Suhana Khan, Indian 
superstar Shah Rukh Khan’s 
17-year-old daughter, experienc-
ing the unwelcome attention of 
being a celebrity kid. The growing 
paparazzi culture in India’s film 
industry is not sparing even the 
celebrities’ children from the pry-
ing eyes of the cameramen, who 
are always chasing “the first” and 
“exclusive” pictures to get more 
hits and eyeballs on the flourish-
ing digital media.

It’s often dismissed as “the me-
dia’s job”, but actors and celebri-
ties have come out clear about 
where one needs to draw the line. 
“They are not movie stars. They 
just happen to be a movie star’s 
children... Don’t assume they will 
be able to handle the media like 
I do... They get awkward,” Shah 
Rukh said in a tete-a-tete with 
journalists on Eid last month.

Just last year, Shah Rukh was left 
irate over “cheap” headlines after 

photographs of Suhana in a bi-
kini were splashed all over. “Your 
website is not going to run on my 
daughter’s bikini body,” he had 
said in an interview.

As a concerned parent, Shweta 
Bachchan Nanda -- daughter of 
Indian megastar Amitabh Bach-
chan -- had last year reacted 
strongly about the intrusion of 
privacy in the life of her daugh-
ter Navya Naveli, whose personal 
photographs with friends keep 
getting circulated on social media.

“She is not a public figure. Yes, 
she is related to some very famous 
people, but that is something com-
pletely out of her control,” Shweta 
had written in her column. Shweta 
also pointed out how Navya Na-
veli’s “strong sense of self” helps 
her remain unaffected even when 
people “judge her, deride her, call 
her unattractive or scrawny”. “But 
you can well imagine what it would 
do to the self-esteem of a young, 
impressionable girl, who hasn’t 
asked to be thrust into the spotlight 
in this way,” added the mother of 
two, who feels “helpless” while be-
ing “unable to plug the flow of this 
filth that is distributed in the name 
of information and journalism -- all 
in the pursuit of hits and likes”.

No rain on 
Delhi’s bike 

pride parade
On Sunday morning, much before 

the cafes in Hauz Khas village opened 
up for brunchers and lunch dates, 
over 30 bikers set out on Delhi’s first 
Bike Pride Rally from the narrow lanes 
of the village. The Bike Pride Rally was 
organised to mark July 2, when the 
Delhi High Court decriminalized Sec-
tion 377 in 2009. That judgement was 
overturned by the Supreme Court in 
December 2013. The rally, which was 
supposed to be conducted from South 
Ex to Jantar Mantar, had to change 
routes due to permission glitches. Ab-
hishek Saini, an activist, told us, “The 
original plan was to take out a rally 
from South Ex to Jantar Mantar and 
we had permission from all the SHOs 
of the police stations on the route. But 
on Friday evening, the permission to 
begin from Jantar Mantar was with-
drawn, so we decided to go ahead with 
a change in the venue.”

Talking about the cause, Harsh Ag-
garwal said, “We assembled today 
because on July 2 the decision of de-
criminalisation of homosexuality was 
taken by the Delhi High Court. We 
consider it a victory and hence we 
can’t let the rains stop us from taking 
part in the rally.” The LGBTQ mem-
bers said that they are fighting for the 
right to love and all of them stand to-
gether in the cause. Shreya, one of the 
organisers, said, “It has been drizzling 
since morning, but the rains should 
not spoil our procession. It was really 
amazing to see so many people join us 
in the rains. And with balloons, shouts 
and whistles, it was less of a protest 
and more like a fun activity. We want 
to send the message that we stand to-
gether in this cause and our fight for 
equality will go on.We will be organis-
ing more such activities in the future.”

New Delhi, July 4 (IANS) It’s spring rolls, Thai cur-
ry and chowmein-free zone. Rosang, where spices 
and herbs are sourced from all the eight states of 
northeast India to acquaint foodies of the coun-
try’s capital with flavours of the region, is back in 
a bigger avatar. After a gap of six months, Rosang 
(God’s gift) has reopened here at Green Park Exten-
sion. This time in a more spacious area and with 
more food options from Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim 
and Tripura. “Rosang started over a decade ago in 
Munirka. But unfortunately, we had to shut down. 
Sometimes, it was because of the problem of dispos-
ing of waste in Hauz Khas and sometimes because 
of space. “We just had five tables in the Green Park 
Extension restaurant. I had big dreams, so I wanted 

a bigger space. This one can accomodate as many as 
68 people at one time,” said Mary Lalboi, Managing 
Director, Rosang, during a property walk with this 
IANS correspondent. “I also have plans to expand 
to cities like Mumbai, Pune and Kolkata. We have 
many loyal customers from there who book tables 
here whenever they come to Delhi,” she added. A 
walk into the restaurant will automatically transport 
you to the green tea gardens of Assam or Mizoram 
where men and women energetically match steps 
during the bamboo dance, or the women-run Ima 
market of Manipur, thanks to the photographs hung 
on the wall. The images on the stairway walls, on the 
other hand, boast the restaurant’s celebrated guests 
like Kalki Koechlin, Adil Hussain, Mary Kom and Vi-
kas Khanna.

New Delhi, July 4 (IANS) The 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
on Monday signed a $220 mil-
lion loan agreement with India 
for improving road connectivity, 
transport efficiency and safety on 
state highways of Rajasthan, an of-
ficial said here. “The ADB and the 
government on Monday signed 
a $220 million loan for improv-
ing connectivity as well as trans-
port efficiency and safety on state 
highways of Rajasthan,” a Finance 
Ministry statement said.

The loan is the first tranche 
of the $500 million Rajasthan 
State Highways Investment Pro-
gramme, approved by the ADB 
Board in May this year, that will 
upgrade about 2,000 km of state 

highways and major district roads 
to two-lane or intermediate-lane 
standards to meet road safety 
requirements, the ADB said in a 
statement.

It will also enhance the capac-
ity of the state public works de-
partment in the areas of road as-
set management, road safety and 
project management, it added. 
According to the government, 
the first tranche of the loan will 
improve about 1,000 km of state 
highways and major district roads. 
It will have a 25-year term, in-
cluding a grace period of 8 years, 
and carry an annual interest rate 
determined in accordance with 
ADB’s London interbank offered 
rate-based (LIBOR) lending facil-

‘India needs alternative, sustainable growth 
model to avoid resources running dry’ 

Flavours of eight northeast 
states on Delhi’s platter 

Celebrity kids: Growing up 
in glare of shutterbugs 

The Revenue Secretary, Dr. Hasmukh Adhia 
addressing a press conference on the issues relating to post 

GST implementation, in New Delhi .

ADB grants $220 mn for 
better road connectivity 

in Rajasthan
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Theatre strike continues 
in Tamil Nadu on 2nd day
Chennai, July 4 (IANS) Theatres across Tamil Nadu will con-

tinue to remain shut on Tuesday for the second consecutive 
day protesting against the state government’s decision to levy 
30 per cent entertainment tax over and above the 28 per cent 
Goods and Services Tax (GST).  The double taxation has left 
the Tamil filmdom in disarray, forcing the Tamil Nadu Film 
Chamber of Commerce to announce shutdown of theatres on 
Monday.  Actor Vishal Krishna, president of Tamil Nadu Film 
Producers Council, said the government has sought another 
day of extension to sort the matter.  “We met the relevant of-
ficials last evening (Monday). They have asked for another day 
to look into the issue. So the strike will continue on Tuesday. 
We hope we will arrive at a solution very soon,” Vishal told 
IANS.  Actor-filmmaker Kamal Haasan on Monday said “film-
making in the state has been made difficult deliberately”.  Re-
acting on the state of taxation in the state, Haasan said in a 
statement, “There are further tortures and systemic corrup-
tion that the film industry has to endure under this regime.”  
He pointed out apart from Tamil Nadu, other neighbouring 
southern states have desisted from levying additional tax on 
cinema over and above the GST.  “In Kerala, the film industry 
requested CM Pinarayi Vijayan and he, through his Finance 
Minister, quickly announced that Kerala will not be levying 
anymore taxes on the already beleaguered film business,” he 
said.  “Karnataka has gone even further to facilitate the wellbe-
ing of the film industry. Telangana and Andhra are also doing 
their best for their film industries,” he added.

TN: Crocodile kills
 65-yr-old man while he 
was taking bath in river

Thanjavur (TN): July 4 (IANS) A 65-year-old man was killed 
by a crocodile while he was taking bath at Kollidam river in 
the district, police said on Tuesday.  The incident occurred 
when Sellakannu of Anaikarai had gone to bathe at Kollidam 
river on Tuesday evening, they said.  All of a sudden, a croco-
dile pounced on him and dragged him deep into the water.  
On hearing his cries, fishermen in the vicinity tried to rescue 
Sellakannu, but in vain.  Later, they fished out the body, which 
bore injuries on the neck, they added. On receiving informa-
tion, police rushed to the spot and conducted preliminary in-
vestigations.

DMK stages walk out 
from TN Assembly after Dy 
Speaker evicts its member
Chennai: July 4 The Tamil Nadu Assembly on Tuesday wit-

nessed noisy scenes involving arch rivals AIADMK and DMK 
after an opposition member was evicted during a debate over 
the issue of arrests of state fishermen by Sri Lankan Navy.  Pro-
testing the Deputy Speaker Pollachi V Jayaraman’s order evict-
ing their colleague J Anbazhagan, DMK members staged a walk 
out.  Trouble broke out when Fisheries Minister D Jayakumar 
made some remarks attributed to DMK President M Karunani-
dhi while the House was debating the mid-sea arrests of fish-
ermen and detention of their boats by Sri Lankan Navy.  The 
DMK members were up on their feet and Jayaraman, who con-
ducted the proceedings in the absence of Speaker P Dhanapal 
stated to be indisposed, tried to persuade them to resume their 
seats. Soon Anbazhagan tried to make some point, which infu-
riated the Treasury benches with Chief Minister K Palanisamy 
himself taking exception to it.  Leader of the House and School 
Education Minister K A Sengottaiyan asked the Chair to take 
action against Anbazhagan, saying his conduct was not keep-
ing with the ethos of the House.  Jayaraman ordered the evic-
tion of Anbazhagan following which House Marshals took him 
out. DMK Deputy Leader Durai Murugan asked the chair to re-
consider his order, suggesting Anbazhagan could have been let 
off with a warning.  Jayaraman said he issued repeated warn-
ings but Anbazhagan did not pay heed to any of them.”He 
came down from his seat and brought disrepute to the House,” 
he said. Intervening, Palanisamy said the Deputy Speaker had 
no option but to order the eviction.

Karnataka: President 
nod makes Kambala legal

Mangaluru: July 4 All hurdles for organising Kambala are 
cleared with President, Pranab Mukherjee, approving an ordi-
nance of the state government, much to the delight of activists 
who waged a prolonged legal battle in support of the folk game 
involving a race of buffalos in slush in coastal districts.    The 
order issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs states: “In pur-
suance of the proviso to Clause (1) of article 213 of the Con-
stitution of India, the President of India hereby approves the 
promulgation of the ‘The prevention of cruelty to Animal (Kar-
nataka Amendment) Ordinance 2017,’  by the Governor of Kar-
nataka.”   “We are really happy that the Ordinance has received 
the President’s nod. We will provide  a certified copy of the or-
der to the high court in a day or two and get the stay vacated,” 
Ashok Rai, District Kambala Samithi office bearer, and who 
has been fighting a legal battle against the ban on Kambala, 
told Deccan Chronicle, adding “Since last ten years PETA has 
been trying to stop Kambala and we have been fighting against 
it. The problem increased after the ban on Jallikattu. I have 
been fighting the case in the court since four years. With the 
President promulgating the Prevention of Cruelty to Animal 
(Karnataka Amendment) Ordinance 2017, we will now be in a 
position to organise Kambala without any hurdles or any fear 
as Kambala will not be considered as a cruelty against animal. 

Bengaluru, July 4 (IANS) For-
mer Karnataka Minister and 
Congress rebel A.H. Vishwanath 
on Tuesday joined the Janata 
Dal-Secular (JD-S) led by for-
mer Prime Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda.

“It is historic turn in my po-
litical career. I will strive to bring 
the JD-S back to power in the 
state. I will also tour the state 
with its leaders to strengthen the 
party,” Vishwanath told report-
ers here. The assembly elections 

in the southern state are due in 
April-May 2018.

Nearly 30 of Vishwanath’s 
supporters also joined the re-
gional outfit in the presence of 
Deve Gowda and JD-S state unit 
President and former Karnataka 
Chief Minster H.D. Kumaras-
wamy. Vishwanath, 67, resigned 
from the Congress on June 24 
after a four-decade association. 

“I will continue my struggle for 
the uplift of the backward class-
es in Karnataka,” said the former 

lawmaker of the Lok Sabha and 
assembly from Mysuru, about 
140km from here.

“There is no need to give rea-
sons for quitting the Congress 
and joining the JD-S, as my aim 
is to strengthen it,” Vishwanath 
said. A strong political leader 
from the Kuruba (shepherd) 
community, Vishwanath was a 
Minister in the S.M. Krishna-led 
Congress government from Oc-
tober 1999 to May 2004.

He was elected to the Lok 
Sabha in 2009 from the Mysuru 
constituency but lost to Bharati-
ya Janata Party’s Prathap Simha 
in the 2014 parliamentary elec-
tions.

Though Vishwanath claimed 
to have brought Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah into the Con-
gress from the JD-S, he rebelled 
against the latter for alleged 
ignoring of senior leaders and 
cadres who brought the Con-
gress back to power in 2013 after 
a decade. 

Congress ex-Minister in Karnataka 
joins JD-S

Kochi, July 4 (IANS) Kerala Police 
on Tuesday said its team probing the 
kidnap case of a popular Malayalam 
actress is focusing on the conspiracy 
angle.

Addressing the media, Additional 
Director General of Police B. Sandhya 
said: “The main chargesheet has al-
ready been filed and now it’s the con-
spiracy angle that is being probed. 
The probe is going on in the right di-
rection.”

Sandhya is coordinating the police 
probe team.

The main charge sheet has impli-
cated Pulsar Suni as the prime ac-
cused. He is in judicial custody along 
with his accomplices.

The police probe team has listed 
out a few names from the film indus-
try who are suspected to be behind 
the kidnap and is expected to serve 
notices to these people to appear be-
fore the probe team.

Suni was produced before a local 
court here on Tuesday morning as his 
remand period got over. He told the 
waiting media that big sharks are in-
volved in the case.

The conspiracy angle surfaced ever 
since superstar Dileep, his close aide 
actor-turned-director Nadir Shah 
and manager Appunni were ques-
tioned for 13 hours last week. There is 
speculation that they might be asked 
to come in for another round of ques-
tioning. A few others from the film 
industry are also likely to be sum-
moned. 

Among those likely to be called in-
clude the present wife of Dileep - ac-
tress Kavya Madhavan, her mother. 

The police probe team had reached 
the business place of Madhavan last 
week but is yet to see her or her moth-
er.

Trouble started for hugely popu-
lar actor Dileep last month, after his 

name surfaced in a jail inmate’s letter 
on the case. The inmate shared the 
cell with prime accused in the kid-
napping episode Pulsar Suni, who is 
believed to have shared details of the 
case with him.

During his marathon question-
ing, Dileep claimed he did not know 
Suni. But police has established that 
Suni was at the shooting location of 
Dileep’s film in November at Thris-
sur. On Monday, the pictures of this 
were out on TV channels.

While Suni and his accomplices 
were arrested within a week of the 
kidnapping in February, police stum-
bled upon the conspiracy angle last 
week. Besides, pressure has mounted 
on the police after the Congress par-
ty sought a CBI probe into the case, 
while the BJP has also expressed dis-
pleasure at the ongoing probe.

Meanwhile, anger has been ex-
pressed by various people from the 

political and film field at the manner 
in which the Association of Malay-
alam Movie Artistes (AMMA), led by 
CPI-M supported Lok Sabha mem-
ber, was alleged to have taken a stand 
supporting Dileep at its last week’s 
meeting.

Innocent is the president of 
AMMA, which has two Left legisla-
tors Mukesh and K.B. Ganesh Kumar. 
The police probe team has listed out 
a few names from the film industry 
who are suspected to be behind the 
kidnap and is expected to serve no-
tices to these people to appear before 
the probe team.

“AMMA has failed to do a just and 
fair job. The way the whole meeting 
progressed and the manner in which 
the stars addressed the press meet 
clearly indicates that things are not 
that smooth in AMMA,” said Kollam 
Lok Sabha member N.K. Premachan-
dran.

Conspiracy angle being probed in actress 
kidnap case: Kerala Police

Chennai, July 4 (IANS) Fireworks 
factories in the southern state were 
shut for the fifth consecutive day on 
Tuesday in protest against 28 per cent 
tax levied on them under the GST 
system, an office-bearer of their asso-
ciation said. “Today (Tuesday) is the 
fifth day of closure of fireworks units 
in Tamil Nadu. The statements made 
by state and central ministers on in-
put tax credit that can be claimed are 
not correct,” Tamil Nadu Fireworks 
and Amorces Manufacturers Associa-

tion (TANFAMA) General Secretary K. 
Mariappan told IANS.

He said the state government 
should take over the fireworks indus-
try in Tamil Nadu if the 28 per cent 
tax to be levied under the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) system was not 
brought down.

He said all the three fireworks 
manufacturers associations, lorry 
transport and fireworks dealer as-
sociations met the Virudhunagar 
District Collector and made their 

submissions regarding their demand. 
According to Mariappan, the govern-
ment has taken into account the tax 
rate of 27 per cent paid only by 51 
big factories, whereas the industry 
in general has been paying only 14.5 
per cent tax. “The statements by min-
isters that input tax credit of 8 to 15 
per cent is available for the manufac-
turers is wrong. We have submitted 
to the government that the input tax 
credit available for the units is only 
four per cent,” Mariappan said.

Strike by TN’s fireworks factories 
against GST rate continues

Bengaluru: July 4 (IANS) A complaint has 
been filed against Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah with the Anti Corruption Bu-
reau (ACB) for indulging in corruption over 
cancellation of liquor licenses throughout 
the state. An activist in Bengaluru has filed 
a complaint against the Chief Minister and 
the state’s excise department.

In his complaint Ravi Krishna Reddy, a 
member of Lanchamuktha Karnataka Nir-
mana Vedike has alleged that corruption 
had taken place falsely using the confusion 
over Supreme Court order banning the sale 
of liquor on highways to avoid deaths due 
to drunk driving.

Reddy in his letter had asserted, “As anti-
corruption activists, we have come across 
disturbing information that the Excise 
Department has already indulged in wide-
spread corruption in the whole exercise of 
renewing and cancelling liquor licenses. In 
few cases the department headed by Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah has deliberately and 
wrongfully refused to renew the licenses 
with the sole intention of subsequently ex-
tracting bribes from vendors.”

Through his complainant Reddy has 
urged the ACB to probe the matter and 
question those involved including the Chief 
Minister, who heads the ministry himself.

Liquor ban: Karnataka 
CM Siddaramaiah 

accused of corruption, 
complaint filed

Chennai: July 4 (IANS) An AIADMK 
Amma MLA on Tuesday credited 
jailed party chief VK Sasikala with 
the continuance of the party-led 
government in Tamil Nadu and lik-
ened Chief Minister K Palanisamy to 
‘Bharath’, a character in the Hindu 
epic Ramayana. Thangatamilsel-
van, a vocal supporter of the AIAD-
MK Amma faction Deputy General 
Secretary TTV Dhinakaran, said 
Palanisamy was like Bharath, who 
ruled Ayodhya with the help of Lord 
Rama’s footwear while he was in ex-
ile. Speaking during a debate in the 
state assembly, the Andipatti MLA 
said Sasikala was serving a jail term 
in Bengaluru due to a “conspiracy.”

“When enemies and traitors were 
eagerly waiting to see the govern-
ment topple, Sasikala ensured its 

survival following the ‘kuvathur uni-
ty’,” he said in an apparent reference 
to party MLAs staying put at a resort 
at Kuvathur near here prior to the 
February 18 trust vote of the present 
government.

By doing so, she ensured that the 
vow of former chief minister, the late 
Jayalalithaa, of “AIADMK remaining 
in power even after her time”, was 
upheld, Thangatamilselvan said.

Sasikala had sacrificed food and 
sleep for this purpose and installed 
a government under Palanisamy, he 

said.
“Sasikala had set up the path for 

taking Amma’s (Jayalalithaa) gov-
ernment forward while choosing 
to bear the unfounded allegations 
against herself,” he said. Referring 
to a couplet from the Tamil classic 
‘Thirukkural’, Thangatamilselvan 
said one had no respite from the 
“sin” of forgetting gratitude.

He said Palanisamy did not for-
get gratitude towards Jayalalithaa 
for setting the base for the AIADMK 
government, and towards Sasikala 
for ensuring that it did not topple 
following a split in the party.

Palanisamy was “like Bharath who 
ruled the country with the help of 
Rama’s pathuka (footwear) till he 
(the latter) returned from exile,” 
Thangatamilselvan said.

AIADMK Amma MLA praises Sasikala; 
likens TN CM to ‘Bharath’

Chennai, July 4 
(IANS) The Telugu ver-
sion of reality TV show 
“Bigg Boss”, which will 
mark the television 
debut of actor Junior 
NTR, will go on air on 
July 15, its makers an-
nounced on Tuesday.

In a statement, it was 
confirmed that the first 
episode will be aired 
on July 15.

The show will have 
12 celebrity contes-
tants brought together 
for 70 days, surround-
ed by 60 cameras and 
cut off from the out-
side world in one huge 
house.

“The show is bring-
ing many firsts to the 
Telugu entertainment 
space. It is the most 
expensive show to ever 
be created in Telugu 
television. It has one 
of the largest sets, with 

more than 10,000 sq 
ft area and nearly 750 
people working on the 
project at any given 
point of time,” read 
the statement.

“Bigg Boss” is the In-
dian version of the in-
ternational format “Big 
Brother”, one of the 
most successful reality 
television series ever. 
The Endemol-owned 
format “Big Brother” 
has had 10 blockbuster 
seasons in Hindi.

On donning the hat 
of a show host, Junior 
NTR had earlier said 
in a statement: “Tele-
vision is one of the 
biggest mediums for 
entertainment. When 
I was approached to 
host ‘Bigg Boss’, I was 
intrigued by the chal-
lenge. I believe that the 
show will be a game 
changer.”

Telugu ‘Bigg Boss’ to 
go on air on July 15
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  Rijiju’s chopper makes 
emergency landing in 

Itanagar, all safe
Itanagar, July 4 (IANS) Bad weather forced a BSF chopper 

carrying Union Minister of State for Home Kiren Rijiju to make 
an emergency landing in a polytechnic playground in Itanagar 
on Tuesday, officials said. The chopper was to land at a heli-
pad at Raj Bhavan, but due to inclement weather the chopper 
was forced to land at the playground of the polytechnic.  “All 
people on board the chopper are safe,” Arunachal Pradesh Di-
rector General of Police Sandeep Goel told IANS.

 

Punjab to bear liability 
of farmers who commit-

ted suicide
 
Chandigarh, July 4 (IANS) The Punjab government 

will bear the liability of the outstanding loans of over 
7,000 farmers in the agrarian state who have committed 
suicide in recent years, Chief Minister Amarinder Singh 
said on Tuesday.

“There are over 7,000 cases of suicides, including over 
6,000 suicides during the tenure of the previous govern-
ment,” he said while addressing his first press conference 
after becoming Chief Minister on March 16 this year.

Amarinder Singh stressed that his government was 
committed to bail out the beleagured farming commu-
nity in the state from the burden of loans.

He said that the total outstanding loan of farmers with 
banks was over Rs 59,620 crore in over 20 lakh loan accounts.

“We have made a provision of Rs 1,500 crore in the bud-
get this year. We have told the farmers that they need not 
bother about the loans. We will take care of them. It will be 
between the (state) government and the banks,” he said. 
Green Revolution state Punjab contributes nearly 50 per 
cent of food grains (wheat and paddy) to the national kitty 
despite having only 1.54 per cent of area of the country.

 Mumbai Metro notches 
300 millionth passenger

 Mumbai, July 4 (IANS) Mumbai Metro One notched a signifi-
cant milestone on Tuesday carrying its 300 millionth passenger 
since its launch 1,123 days ago, an official said.

June 28 also saw the metro train service marking its highest so 
far weekday ridership of 3.71 lakh passengers after the previous 
high of 3.68 lakh recorded on September 21, 2016.

Mumbai Metro One took a little over 13 months, or 398 days, to 
carry its first 100 million passengers on July 10, 2015, followed by 
388 days for the second 100 million on August 1, 2016, and only 
337 days to ferry the third 100 millionth passenger on Tuesday.

“We have redefined Mass Rapid Transit System (MRTS) com-
muter experience in the country. As a transport utility, we have 
sought to delight our commuters with value-added services, in 
addition to comfort and safety that have become synonymous 
with Mumbai Metro One,” said a spokesperson.

The metro train service has also earned commuters’ trust re-
sulting in increased ridership via attractive deals from partner 
merchants for last-mile connectivity from all stations and a bou-
quet of various offerings.

Kashi Vishwanath tem-
ple hikes rates for Saa-

wan month rituals
Lucknow, July 4 (IANS) 

The famed Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in Varanasi has hiked 
its rates for various religious 
rituals, including the early 
morning aarti, for the holy 
month of Saawan, a temple 
official said on Tuesday.

A decision to increase the 
rates was taken by the temple 
Trust and a list of the new 
rates has been released.

For seeing the ‘mangala 
aarti’ (morning aarti), consid-
ered the most auspicious for 
all the five Mondays, one will 
have to shell out Rs 1,000 ev-
ery time. On ordinary days the 
price is Rs 300. 

Price for other ‘aartis’ has 
been kept the same as previ-
ous years. 

On Mondays, a day of Lord 
Shiva, during the Saawan 
month, ‘shringaar’ (deco-
ration) of the deity and the 
sanctum sanctorum will cost 
Rs 50,000.

Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) S.N. Tripathi said the 
fees will have to be deposited 
on the counter in the temple 
premises. Of the Rs 50,000, he 
added, Rs 10,000 would be the 
temple fees and the rest used 
for flowers, prasad, decora-
tion and other items.

During the Saawan month, 
the morning aarti would begin at 

2.30 a.m. Rudrabhishek and oth-
er rituals will also be performed 
in the wee hours of the day, of-
ficials said. There is a huge de-
mand for these as prominent 
people, including film stars 
and businessmen, line up to at-
tend them during Saawan.Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) S.N. 
Tripathi said the fees will have 
to be deposited on the counter 
in the temple premises. Of the 
Rs 50,000, he added, Rs 10,000 
would be the temple fees and 
the rest used for flowers, prasad, 
decoration and other items.

During the Saawan month, 
the morning aarti would be-
gin at 2.30 a.m. Rudrabhishek 
and other rituals will also be 
performed in the wee hours of 
the day, officials said. There 
is a huge demand for these as 
prominent people, including 
film stars and businessmen, 
line up to attend them during 
Saawan.

In the past Bollywood 
mega star Amitabh Bach-
chan, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, various politicians 
like Uma Bharti, Lalu Prasad, 
Amar Singh, Akhilesh Yadav 
and Rahul Gandhi have vis-
ited the temple and held ritu-
als to propitiate Baba Vishwa-
nath, known as the presiding 
deity of Kashi, said to be the 
oldest city on earth.

Astronomers from India dis-
cover giant radio galaxies

Ghaziabad Development Authority 
facing shortage of officers

Kolkata, July 3 (IANS) A team of as-
tronomers from India has reported the 
discovery of a large number of extremely 
rare kind of galaxies called ‘giant radio 
galaxies’ (GRGs), the largest galaxies 
known in the universe.

The last six decades of radio astronomy 
research has led to the detection of thou-
sands of radio galaxies. However, only 
about 300 of them can be classified as 
GRGs. The reasons behind their large size 
and rarity are unknown.

“The huge size of GRGs has defied 
any theoretical explanation so far. Our 
work will help in understanding how 
these galaxies grow to be so large,” 
said lead researcher Pratik Dabhade, at 
Inter-University Centre for Astronomy 
and Astrophysics (IUCAA, Pune) and 
also at the Netherlands’ Leiden Ob-
servatory. Dabhade worked with Joy-

deep Bagchi (IUCAA), Mamta Pommier 
(CNRS Observatoire de Lyon), Mad-
huri Gaikwad (NCRA-TIFR Pune and 
Max-Planck Institute Bonn), Shishir 
Sankhyayan (IISER Pune) and Somak 
Raychaudhury (IUCAA).

“We are studying whether they are born 
in regions of very sparse galaxy density, or 
they have extremely powerful, well-colli-
mated, long-lasting radio jets which allow 
them to expand to very huge distances,” 
he said in a statement.

The team carried out a systematic 
search for these radio giants and found 
a large sample of GRGs, using a nearly 
20-year-old radio survey.

In the journal Monthly Notices of the 
Royal Astronomical Society, the scientists 
report the discovery of 25 GRGs from the 
National Radio Astronomy Observatory 
Very Large Array Sky Survey.

Ghaziabad, July 4 (IANS) The 
Ghaziabad Development Au-
thority (GDA) is facing a short-
age of officials as 17 officers 
and engineers have been trans-
ferred to other places, officials 
said on Tuesday.

GDA Secretary Ravendra Mad-
hukar Godbole said four of its 
Provincial Civil Services (PCS) 
officers -- Officer on Special 
Duty (OSD) D.P. Singh, Hanu-
man Prasad Maurya, Daya Nand 
Prasad and Nitin Madaan -- 
have been transferred to other 

places while Additional Secre-
tary Gyanendra Verma has been 
transferred to Khurja Develop-
ment Authority as its Secretary. 

The technical wing is also fac-
ing shortage as its six executive 
engineers -- Kaptan Singh, R.P. 
Singh, R.S. Divakar, V.K. Sonkar, 
Chakresh Jain and Ashutosh 
Srivastava -- have been trans-
ferred. The finance department 
is also facing the crunch as Fi-
nancial Controller Tuli Ram 
Yadav has been transferred. Ac-
counts Officer R.K. Rathi has also 

been transferred to Allahabad 
Development Authority. The 
horticulture department is also a 
headless body since Horticulture 
Director S.P. Sishodia has been 
transferred to Lucknow Devel-
opment Authority. 

A total of 17 officers and en-
gineers have been transferred 
after the new government in Ut-
tar Pradesh enforced its policy of 
“three years for executive engi-
neers at one place, five years for 
assistant engineers and seven 
years for junior engineers”. 

Bhubaneswar, July 4 (IANS) 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) Presi-
dent Amit Shah on Tuesday said his 
party will form the next government 
in Odisha with a two-thirds majority 
in the 2019 assembly elections.

“Since I work at the booth level, I 
know the grassroots’ situation. Based 
on that assessment, I can say that 
BJP will form the next government 
in Odisha with a two-third majority 
in 2019,” said Shah while addressing 
a gathering at Hugulapata village in 
Ganjam district, the home turf of Od-
isha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik.

Shah, who landed in Patnaik’s home 
district, said Odisha is lagging behind 
in terms of development despite hav-
ing abundant natural resources.

“There is no electricity in every 
household of Odisha, no drinking wa-
ter, no toilet and no employment to 
people. What is the state government 
doing? Why there is no development in 
the state?” asked the BJP president.

He said Odisha has received more 
funds from the Narendra Modi-led central 
government in the last three years, com-
pared with the past 25 years. He also said 
36,000 election booths in Odisha would 
be strengthened in the coming days. As 
part of ‘Mo Booth Sabuthu Majboot’ (My 
Booth is the Strongest) programme, Shah, 
along with Petroleum Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan, BJP legislature party leader 
K.V. Singhdeo and other senior leaders, 
held a meeting with the booth level work-
ers in the same village.

Mumbai, July 4 (IANS) Sir H.N. 
Reliance Foundation Hospital and 
Research Centre here performed the 
first robotic kidney transplant sur-
gery on a man suffering from renal 
failure, a hospital spokesperson said 
on Tuesday.

Leena, 55, the wife of patient C.N. 
Murlidharan, donated one of her kid-
neys to enable him to live a normal 
life. The 59-year-old, who was on di-
alysis for the past 18 months, is now 
on the path of recovery after the sur-
gery last Sunday.

Murlidharan was initially reluctant 
but agreed after the medicos per-
suaded him.

The team of medicos was led by 
Head of Urology and Robotics In-
derbir Gill, who is also Professor and 
Chair, USC Institute of Urology at the 
University of Southern California.

“The family was apprised about the 
latest robotic technology, its benefits, 
lesser risk of post-operative infec-
tions, lesser pain, minimal blood loss 
and a faster return to normalcy,” said 
Gill. “The family was apprised about 
the latest robotic technology, its ben-
efits, lesser risk of post-operative in-
fections, lesser pain, minimal blood 
loss and a faster return to normalcy,” 

said Gill. “Moreover, it enables great-
er precision over vascular anasto-
mosis owing to higher magnification 
and finer scaled movements of the 
robotic instruments,” he added. 

After the first such successful sur-
gery in Maharashtra, both the patient 
and the donor are doing well, said 
Gill, adding Sir H.N. Reliance Foun-
dation Hospital and Research Cen-
tre now aims to become the primary 
destination for robotic kidney trans-
plants not only in Mumbai but the 
entire country.

The surgery team included consul-
tant urologist P.P. Rao, consultant 
nephrologists Bharat Shah and Shruti 
Tapiawala.

The da Vinci robot was used 
through keyhole incisions to anasto-
mose the graft kidney vessels to the 
patient’s blood vessels using micro-
vascular instruments and sutures.

The 360-degree movement of the 
robotic arms, suturing with fine 
tremor-free movements of the ro-
botic instruments, helps in precise 
anastomosis and since the incision 
is not over the site of the graft kid-
ney, infection chances are negli-
gible and recovery is much faster, 
doctors said.

BJP will form government in 
Odisha in 2019: Amit Shah

First robotic kidney transplant 
performed in Maharashtra

Mumbai, July 4 (IANS) Tak-
ing serious note of delays in an-
nouncing of results of various 
examinations of the University Of 
Mumbai, Governor C.V. Rao on 
Tuesday ordered Vice Chancellor 
Sanjay Deshmukh to declared all 
pending results by July 31.

In what was described in 
academic circles as an unprec-
edented step, the Governor, who 
is Chancellor of the varsity, also 
directed Deshmukh to submit a 
detailed strategy and roadmap 
for declaration of examinations 
results on schedule, under the 
provisions of Maharashtra Public 
Universities Act’s Section 89.

Additionally, Rao has asked Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary, Higher 
& Technical Education Sitaram 
Kunte to depute an official to mon-
itor the progress in the university 
closely in real time and give a feed-
back to both, the state government 
and the Chancellor’s office.

Deshmukh will have to set up a 
“war room” at his level along with 
other functionaries of the premier 
university to monitor the progress 
regarding declaration of results in 
real time, and also submit a daily 
report to the Governor’s office. A 
life sciences professor, Deshmukh, 
51, who took over the post on 

July 7, 2015, was summoned by 
the Governor for a meeting at Raj 
Bhavan, along with Kunte and the 
Governor’s Secretary Venugopal 
Reddy, on Tuesday.

The governor said that out of 
477 examinations conducted by 
University of Mumbai, results of 
only 51 have been declared so far, 
and out of these, results of only 23 
exams were announced within 30 
days while the rest were declared 
within 45 days, which is the statu-
tory limit.

As per the universities act, the 
university is mandated to de-
clared results within 30 days, but 
in no case beyond 45 days.

Rao reminded Deshmukh that 
the delays in declaration of re-
sults could hamper the career of 
students, cause anxiety and hard-
ship to them and their parents, 
and directed him “to make all out 
efforts” to declare all pending re-
sults by July 31.

The developments took place 
in the wake of reports in media 
and other sources of the inor-
dinate delays in declaration of 
examinations results which af-
fected students’ admission to 
higher classes, professional or 
technical courses and even to 
foreign institutions.

Kolkata, July 4 (IANS) 
Hours after West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee accused Governor Ke-
shari Nath Tripathi of threat-
ening and insulting her, the 
Raj Bhavan on Tuesday said 
there was nothing in the talks 
between them which might 
have led her to feel so.

Expressing surprise at the 
“attitude and language” used 
by the Chief Minister at a me-
dia meet, a Raj Bhavan press re-
lease said: “Talks between the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister and the 
Hon’ble Governor were confi-
dential in nature and none are 
expected to disclose it.

“However, there was noth-
ing in the talks for which the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister may 
have felt insulted, threatened 
or humiliated.” 

According to the Raj Bha-
van, Tripathi told Banerjee 
to “ensure peace and law 
and order by all means”. 
“The Hon’ble Governor al-

ways holds the persons, who 
occupy the Constitutional 
positions, in high esteem,” 
the release said, apparently 
countering Banerjee’s con-
tention that despite holding 
a constitutional post, she had 
to face a barrage of insults.

The Raj Bhavan also 
stressed that the Governor, 
being the constitutional head 
of the state, cannot remain a 
mute spectator to the affairs 
in the state. “The Hon’ble 
Governor, being the Head of 
the State, is the guardian of 
all the citizens of the State 
and not of any particular par-
ty or section of society.

“It is proper for the Hon’ble 
Governor to bring to the 
notice of the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister any serious griev-
ance made by any member 
of public or any serious event 
happening in the state. The 
Hon’ble Governor cannot re-
main a mute spectator of the 
affairs in the state,” it added.

Governor pulls up 
Mumbai University VC 

for delayed exam results

Nothing in conversation for 
Bengal CM to feel threatened 

or humiliated: Raj Bhavan
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One wonders why Israel being a tiny coun-

try has importance for India, that is why Israel 

and India have been pursuing to come closer 

with each other and have trade relations and 

now Mr. Modi is visiting Israel and decided to 

sign several agreements beneficial for both 

the countries. India is Israel’s top destination 

for arms exports. Israel is India’s third-largest 

source of arms next to the US and Russia. Usu-

ally people don’t give any importance to small 

countries, but India has always keen to have 

the advantage of importing arms supply from 

Israel and there are several other small coun-

tries which are famous for their arms produc-

tion and India is one of those countries who 

take advantage of these facilities. It is not only 

supply of arms that India has importance for Is-

rael, but they have several other goods supply, 

which is value to India. There is evidence of In-

dia receiving arms from Israel during the wars 

with Pakistan and China. India has also been 

benefited with Israeli technology in Agriculture 

and other products which are lacking in India. It 

is a great surprise that a tiny country like Israel 

has special research both in Agriculture as well 

as armaments. This year, people of India have 

been greatly benefited by careful use of wa-

ter, since then they have been adopting water 

dropping irrigation for agriculture and garden-

ing. For a country like India, which has scarcity 

of water in many parts of the region have been 

benefited by the technology developed by Isra-

el. Mineral fuels and oils are India`s leading ex-

port to Israel. India’s major imports from Israel 

are or cultured pearls and precious stones.  In-

dia is famous for cutting diamonds, which is of 

great value to India. One must remember that 

many exporters and traders of diamonds have 

lived and died in Hyderabad while conducting 

the diamonds trade to their own country. It con-

tinued till the British government banned min-

ing Golconda diamonds after the discovery of 

South African diamonds. Indian government 

aim is to boost Israeli exports to India by 25 per 

cent over the next four years. Relations with 

Israel are significant for India because of co-

operation in agriculture, defence, science and 

technology. The visit of PM Modi will indicate 

that India has come out of the old mindset.

BY  ROHIT VAID 

The impact of Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST), coupled with 
global cues, are expected to 

determine the trajectory of key do-
mestic stock exchanges in the up-
coming week. According to market 
observers, key macro-economic 
data points released after market 
hours on last Friday, like the eight 
core industries (ECI) figures, exter-
nal debt and fiscal deficit data, will 
heavily influence the domestic eq-
uity markets.

“Markets this week will focus 
completely on the GST rollout 
and the impact of the same on the 
economic activity in the country,” 
Devendra Nevgi, Chief Executive of 
Zyfin Advisors, told IANS.

“The traditional GST winners 
and losers will be in limelight. 
Global cues, especially from the 
movements in IT stocks in US, will 
impact local prices in the sector.”

The country’s biggest indirect 
tax reform -- GST -- was launched 
on July 1, Saturday.

“Investor’s sentiments and ex-
pectation may not be met (by 
GST) in the short term. But it will 
be positive for listed entities over 
the medium to long term,” Vinod 
Nair, Head of Research, Geojit Fi-

nancial Services, said. “On a worst 
case scenario, we can expect a cor-
rection in the range of 4-8 per cent 
in broad indices.” Besides GST 
rollout, positive macro-economic 
data points like a higher ECI figure 
for May 2017 will be other major 
theme for the stock markets.

The output of India’s eight ma-
jor industries during May grew by 
3.6 per cent from a rise of 2.8 per 
cent reported in April 2017. How-
ever, country’s fiscal deficit up 
to May during the current fiscal 
touched Rs 3.73 lakh crore or 68.3 
per cent of the Budget estimates 
for 2017-18.

Analysts pointed out that 
monthly automobile sales figures 
and the Purchasing Managers’ In-
dex (PMI)’s manufacturing and 
services data will be other major 
sentiment drivers.

“Coming week would see mar-
kets react to monthly auto sales 
numbers. Among the macro-eco-
nomic data, June Nikkei Markit 
Manufacturing PMI and Nikkei 
Service PMI are also scheduled 
to be released,” Vijay Singhania, 
Founder-Director, Trade Smart 
Online, told IANS. In addition, 
global cues especially interna-
tional central banks’ action, crude 

oil price movement and currency 
activity will also act as key factors 
that will dictate the direction in the 
coming week.

“More than the domestic fac-
tors, it is the global risk that haunts 
us more, with a change in US Fed 
policy outlook,” Nair said.

“Further, FOMC (US Federal 
Open Market Committee) plans 
to cut its liquidity by selling bonds 
which will be detrimental for eq-
uity. This will be a concern for 
emerging market like India over 
the medium-term.”

The US Federal Reserve’s moves 
can potentially drive away Foreign 
Portfolio Investors (FPIs) from 
emerging markets such as India.

Investment-wise, figures from 
the National Securities Depository 
(NSDL) revealed that foreign port-
folio investors (FPIs) invested in a 
total of equities worth Rs 334.47 
crore, or $51.9 million, during 
June 27-30.

Currency-wise, the Indian rupee 
weakened by five paise to 64.58 as 
against the US dollar from it’s last 
week’s close at 64.53 to a green-
back. “In global financial markets, 
volatility has started to creep back, 
as markets have begun reacting to 
the barrage of hawkish comments 

from major central banks. Volatility 
moves like a whip, it first increases 
or decreases in the interest rate 
market and then flows into curren-
cies, commodities and equities, in 
the same direction,” said Anindya 
Banerjee, AVP, currency deriva-
ties at Kotak Securities. “Over the 
next week, we expect USD/INR to 
remain ranged between 64.30/40 
and 64.90 levels on spot.”

On technical-levels, the NSE 
Nifty is expected to resume its up-
trend after crossing the immediate 
resistance level of 9,616 points.

“Technically, while the mar-
kets have corrected this week, the 
Nifty remains in an intermediate 
uptrend,” Deepak Jasani, Head - 
Retail Research, HDFC Securities, 
told IANS.

“The uptrend could resume once 
again if the immediate resistances 
of 9,616 are taken out. Crucial sup-
ports to watch early next week for 
more weakness are at 9448-9422.”

Last week, key equity indices 
ended on a negative note, as in-
vestors were spooked ahead of the 
launch of the GST.

Consequently, the 30-scrip Sen-
sitive Index (Sensex) of the BSE 
closed at 30,921.61 points -- down 
216.60 points or 0.70 per cent from 
its previous week’s close.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty closed 
lower by 54.05 points or 0.56 per 
cent to close the week’s trade at 
9,520.90 points. 

IANS

GST impact, global cues to set 
market trajectory 

IMPORTANCE OF INDIA`S 
RELATION WITH ISRAEL

BY OJASWI RAO

Nine of India’s poorest states 
-- home to 581 million or 
48 per cent of the popula-

tion -- account for 70 per cent of 
the country’s infant deaths, 75 per 
cent of under-five deaths and 62 
per cent of maternal deaths, but 
do not spend even the money they 
have set aside for healthcare, ac-
cording to an IndiaSpend analysis 
of 2017 Reserve Bank of India data 
on state budgets.

The data also reveal:
-- The maternal mortality ratio 

-- deaths of mothers per 100,000 
births -- in these states is 32 per 
cent higher (244) than the national 
average (167).

-- 38 per cent and 40 per cent 
children in these states are un-
derweight (low weight-for-age) 
and stunted (low height-for-age), 
respectively, higher than the na-
tional average of 36 per cent and 38 
per cent, respectively, according to 
2015-16 national health data, the 
latest available. -- Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Raj-
asthan -- with 372 million people, 
more than the combined popula-
tions of US, Australia, Sweden and 
Greece --together contribute to 

about 58 per cent of all child deaths 
in India. The nine poorest large 
states -- in official jargon called 
“high-focus”, a term that implies 
they need special attention -- spent 
an average of 4.7 per cent of their 
social-sector expenditure on pub-
lic healthcare and family welfare 
annually, marginally less than the 
national average of 4.8 per cent. 

Social-sector expenditure in-
cludes water supply and sanita-
tion, housing and urban develop-
ment. India’s average spending 
on health, as a proportion of 
GDP, is already the lowest among 
BRICS nations. The “high-focus” 
states are Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odi-
sha, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, Uttar 
Pradesh and Assam.

“In 2005, it was observed by (the) 
Government of India that some 
states were performing poorly in 
various indicators,” Avani Kapur, 
Senior Researcher, Accountabil-
ity Initiative, an advocacy, told 
IndiaSpend. “So, these states were 
clubbed together as high-focus 
states and additional resources 
were given to improve those indi-
cators.” Of the nine poorest states, 
Rajasthan spent the highest (5.6 

per cent) and Bihar the lowest (3.8 
per cent) proportion of aggregate 
expenditure on public healthcare 
and family welfare, according to 
the RBI data on 2014-15 actual 
spending, lower than the budgeted 
4.1 per cent for Bihar and 6.6 per 
cent for Rajasthan.

Seven of the nine “high-focus” 
states report such underspending.

“High focus states allocate large 
amounts to social sector to im-
prove their indicators but in reality 
they spend only a small amount, 
compared to what is allotted,” Ka-
pur said. “Hence, it is necessary to 
consider actual accounts in order 
to know the proper outcomes.”

So, while some “high-focus” 
states spent less money than set 
aside by their budgets, other states 
outspent -- by proportion as ratio 
to aggregate expenditure -- other 
larger states on healthcare and 
family welfare, but that had no 
relation to their healthcare indica-
tors. For instance, Rajasthan (68.6 
million people) reported an MMR 
of 244 deaths per 100,000 births in 
2011-13, the second lowest in In-
dia and worse off than Bangladesh 
and Nepal, both poorer countries, 
by per capita income. In contrast, 

Andhra Pradesh (84.6 million peo-
ple), another big state, spent 4.1 
per cent of total expenditure on 
public healthcare and family wel-
fare but reported an MMR of 92, 
according to government data.

Since 2008, Rajasthan increased 
its spending by 0.8 per cent and its 
MMR decreased 23 per cent while 
Andhra Pradesh’s spending in-
creased by 0.5 per cent and MMR 
decreased 31 per cent.

Assam, which spends 4.2 per cent 
of its total expenditure on health 
and has 31.2 million people, has 
an MMR of 300 deaths per 100,000 
births -- comparable to Rwanda 
and Sudan -- while Kerala, which 
spends 5.3 per cent on 33.4 million, 
reported an MMR of 61, compara-
ble to Sri Lanka and Poland.

Madhya Pradesh, which report-
ed an infant mortality rate (IMR) 
-- deaths per 1,000 live births -- of 
51 in 2015-16, spends 4.3 per cent 
of total expenditure on healthcare 
(against the budgeted 5 per cent) 
and is worse off than some of the 
world’s poorest countries, such as 
the Gambia and Ethiopia.

In the nine “high-focus” states, 
72.6 per cent of all births were in 
healthcare institutions, a steady 
improvement but below the na-
tional average of 78.9 per cent, 
according to the 2015-16 National 
Family Health Survey (NFHS-4) 
data, the latest available.
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Why 581 mn Indians endure the 
country’s worst healthcare

BY VISHAL NARAYAN 

India needs to develop an al-
ternative, sustainable growth 
model to avoid depleting its 

resources at the current pace and 
make the same mistakes as the de-
veloped world, an EU green expert 
who is working with the country 
has warned.

"Economic growth is a good 
thing, but what India needs to en-
sure is to avoid making the same 
mistakes that the developed world 
made in exploitation of resourc-
es," Astrid Schomaker, Director 
for Global Sustainable Develop-
ment, Environment-Directorate-
General, European Commission, 
who steers a multi-partner initia-
tive to explore alternative meth-
ods and materials for growth in 
this country, told IANS during a 
recent visit here.

He was here to sign an MoU 
with the Water Resources Ministry 
on cleaning the Ganga river.

Schomaker said India faces 
challenges in balancing optimality 
between its limited resources and 
its soaring aspirations.

According to an estimate cited 
by the consortium working with 
the Indian government -- pub-
lished by the United Nations En-
vironment Programme (UNEP) 
in 2016 -- India is fast on the way 
to becoming the world's larg-

est consumer nation, surpassing 
China and even the United States. 
In 2010, India's material demand 
was the third-largest in the world, 
after China and the US. By 2050, it 
is projected that its total material 
demand will be nearly five-fold of 
that, it said.

"The Indian government has 
set up an Indian Resources Panel 
to assess the resource capabil-
ity situation. They extrapolate the 
results to predict where we would 
be in 2050. It has projected a 24-
fold increase in use of bio-mass by 
2050. Now, that is not something 
that India can afford. Likewise, if it 
continues using up other resourc-
es at the same rate, India's global 
footprint would be so high that 
it will then join those countries 
which drastically over-consume 
and exploit the planet beyond its 
replenishing capacity," she said.

Schomaker facilitates coopera-
tion between the Indian govern-
ment and other stakeholders like 
The Energy and Research Institute 
(TERI), the Confederation of In-
dian Industry (CII) and Deutsche 
Gesellschaftfur Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, a 
German firm which offers tailor-
made solutions to climate-related 
issues, among others. This is part 
of a consortium on a three-and-a-
half year EU-Resource Efficiency 

Initiative (EU-REI) project for In-
dia till July 2020.

It began in January and has ze-
roed in on four sectors to suggest 
optimal use of resources: Build-
ing/construction, Mobility (Elec-
tric and Hybrid Vehicles), Renew-
able Energy (Photovoltaic), and 
Waste Management.

Schomaker had no doubt about 
the workability of the sustainable 
ways of development and insisted 
that it can be just as profitable or 
even more. 

"As India looks to foreign mar-
kets, there will be a demand for 
resource-efficient products, espe-
cially in EU," and so it will have 
to change its ways of production 
any way, she added. The "circu-
lar economy" is one such method 
which Schomaker championed as 
an efficient mode of production 
that is also in place in the EU.

The circular economy "means 
keeping the inputs, the raw mate-
rials that go into the production, 
in the cycle as long as possible, 
before they are discarded", she 
said, adding that one of the meth-
ods of doing this is using material 
which is amenable to subsequent 
recycling.

Elaborating on the Ganga proj-
ect, the official cited the example 
of Europe's Rhine river to drive 
home the point of camaraderie. 

"The Rhine was in such a state 30 
years back (referring to pollution 
in the Ganges). But due to efforts 
on the part of several countries, it 
was cleaned up. 

We had to bring legislation 
which was one of the most ex-
pensive at the time, as it spelled 
investment in installing waste 
water management plants. So, it 
(cleaning of Ganga) can be done if 
a strong intent in the form of legis-
lation is there and investment can 
be procured," she maintained.

The project, which is geared to 
assist several bodies in Water Re-
sources and Environment Min-
istries and NITI Aayog, will con-
tinue till 2020. On termination, 
policy recommendations will be 
given to the various stakeholders 
to be taken up.

She branded US President Don-
ald Trump's withdrawal from the 
Paris Climate Agreement as "high-
ly regrettable" while still being 
upbeat about the prospects of the 
treaty, saying that it will achieve 
its goals. "No other country has 
followed suit after Trump pulled 
out. This is a universal treaty; the 
world is moving in one direction 
and it cannot even be stopped by 
the US President. We will carry on 
implementing the agreement," 
Schomaker insisted.
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'India needs alternative, sustainable growth 
model to avoid resources running dry' 
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Modi-Trump meet: Look beyond the hype

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi’s 
meeting with President Donald 
Trump last week provided insights 

into the Trump administration’s thinking 
on issues significant to India’s security in-
terests, including in areas where US policies 
are still evolving. It therefore merits serious 
analysis beyond the hype and spin which 
is inevitable in the age of instant news and 
social media.  

For analysts and diplomats the joint and 
separate statements that are issued on 
such occasions are excellent and authori-
tative material to reveal trends in policies 
and approaches. While these statements 
are the work of professionals, they almost 
always bear the imprint of the personal 
preferences and personalities of the leaders 
themselves.

 The Modi-Trump Joint Statement fits 
this pattern. Hence, it needs a close look.  It 
is relatively short and businesslike, in con-
trast to the visionary statements of Modi’s 
meetings with President Obama. It does 
not so much focus on bilateral cooperation 
as on common views on India’s immediate 
and some areas of its extended neighbour-
hood. Significantly, there are also more 
direct, critical and unprecedented formu-
lations on Pakistan and its instigation and 
sponsorship of cross-border terrorism than 
ever in the past. 

These formulations reveal the long dis-
tance the Americans have travelled from 
initially overlooking the Pakistani ter-
ror machine to now demanding that it be 
shut down. In the 1990s, Indian diplomats 
found their US interlocutors completely 
unresponsive to their demarches on Paki-
stani assistance to Islamist tanzeems such 
as the Lashkar-e-Toiba and the Harkat-e-
Muhahideen that were active in J&K. It was 
not that the Americans had no knowledge 

of what Pakistan was upto but their indif-
ference was a product of a hyphenated 
approach to India and Pakistan and a con-
fidence that Islamic terror would never 
meaningfully touch them. 

That sure feeling was shaken first by the 
Al-Qaida bombings of the US embassies 
in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam in 1998 and 
shattered by 9/11. For the US, after the 
trauma of 9/11 the terrorism undertaken 
by the Islamist tanzeems was no longer a 
threat specific to developing countries but 
became a common threat faced by the in-
ternational community. It asked for help 
in the war on terror from many countries. 
It demanded full Pakistani cooperation for 
US operations against the Al-Qaida and the 
Taliban in Afghanistan. 

Pakistan agreed and allowed the Ameri-
cans transit facilities as well as the use of 
some of its air bases. The then Pakistani 
President, General Musharraf, told his col-
leagues that if Pakistan did not bow to the 
US demand it may have to abandon the 
“Kashmir cause”. The US continued to 
remain sensitive to Pakistani concerns in 
the Indian context. Privately US diplomats 
acknowledged the activities of the Paki-
stani tanzeems but there was a reluctance 
to name Pakistan and directly ask it shut 
down the cross-border terror machine. 

After the 26/11 Mumbai terrorist at-
tack, the US agreed to name Pakistan to 
press that the perpetrators of the attack be 
brought justice.  

However, it was unwilling to directly 
name Pakistan to give up terror as an in-
strument of state policy. India had to be 
satisfied with indirect references in Joint 
Statements. Thus the September 2014 Mo-
di-Obama Joint Statement omitted naming 
Pakistan when the two leaders “stressed 
the need for joint and concerted efforts, in-

cluding the dismantling of safe havens for 
terrorist and criminal networks, to disrupt 
all financial flows and tactical support for 
networks such as the Al-Qaida, Lashkar-e-
Toiba, Jaish-e-Mohammad, the D Compa-
ny and the Haqqanis”. 

Departing from the timidity of the past, 
Modi-Trump “called on Pakistan to ensure 
that its territory is not used to launch ter-
rorist attacks on other countries”. These 
are very strong words and show that the 
Trump administration wants Pakistan to 
stop cross border terrorism in the region 
and certainly against Afghanistan. India 
can take satisfaction that the US has dip-
lomatically gone so far. 

Not surprisingly, Pakistan reacted stri-
dently and complained that the statement 
“aggravated an already tense situation” be-
tween India and Pakistan. Notwithstand-
ing this demand, Pakistan will not change 
its behaviour unless the US takes concrete 
steps within Pakistan which will include 
putting boots on the ground. 

As this writer noted earlier, the US will 
not take this step. This does not detract 
from the diplomatic importance of the de-
mand. On the eve of Modi’s visit, the US 
designated the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen (HuM) 
head Syed Salahuddin as a “global terror-
ist” under its own laws. While India cor-
rectly welcomed the move, it should press 
for the HuM to be designated as a terrorist 
organisation by the US and not merely be 
referred to as a militant group.

 There was widespread resentment in 
Pakistan against the action against Sala-
huddin. The Pakistani daily Dawn called 
it a “preposterous decision” and asserted 
that it meant that the Kashmiri people did 
not matter. The Kashmiri agitationists will 
no doubt see the decision as one more in-
dication that they are unlikely to gain inter-

national sympathy. Some Indian commen-
tators are unhappy that in its Salahuddin 
notification, the US has used the term Indi-
an-administered Kashmir.

 The fact is that most countries accept 
the de-facto position of J&K and in practice 
treat the parts over which India exercises 
territorial control as sovereign Indian terri-
tory. Their legal or formal documents con-
tinue to state what they consider to be the 
de-jure position. 

India must always emphasise the consti-
tutional status of the state but in the instant 
case the use of the term Indian-adminis-
tered Kashmir by the US did not warrant 
that the Joint Statement should not have 
welcomed the Salahuddin move. 

There are other important pointers in 
the Joint Statement. The US has welcomed 
India’s “contributions” to Afghanistan, in-
cluding in the security sector.  This indi-
cates that the Trump administration’s Af-
ghan policy, as it evolves, would not want 
India’s role to diminish in Afghanistan. The 
references to West Asia and the Korean 
Peninsula reveal a desire for meaningful 
consultations on global issues. On the for-
mer, Indian and American approaches dif-
fer and India will have to be cautious.  

Prima facie India and the Trump admin-
istration have had a meeting of minds on 
China, though it has not been mentioned 
by name. In emphasising respect for inter-
national norms and sovereignty whether in 
connectivity or in freedom of the seas and 
in resolving disputes is China. 

On terrorism too, while Pakistan is the 
target China comes in because of its stout 
defence of its ally. China praised Paki-
stan’s role in counter-terrorism after the 
Modi-Trump meeting. The Joint Statement 
avoided all contentious bilateral and global 
issues — immigration, climate change, UN 
reform. These matters have obvious im-
plications for India’s interests but if there 
is purposeful movement on the issues on 
which views coincide India will benefit.
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The standoff 
in Doklam

BY SHYAM SARAN

The latest face-off between the In-
dian and Chinese security forces in 
Doklam, where the borders of India, 

China and Bhutan meet, brings a sense of 
déjà vu. There was a similar extended face-
off in the Depsang area in Ladakh in April 
2013. There have been other incidents as 
well but the mechanisms in place to main-
tain peace and tranquillity at the border 
have eventually worked and the issues 
have been resolved.

 Both sides have remained committed 
to preventing escalation. One hopes that 
the Doklam incident will not be allowed 
to vitiate the relationship between the 
two countries, particularly in view of the 
fact that Prime Minister Modi and Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping reportedly had a 
friendly meeting on the sidelines of the re-
cent meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) in Almaty. Both lead-
ers made a special effort to put relations 
back on a positive track after a somewhat 
prickly interlude, which included India’s 
refusal to join the Chinese-led One Belt 
One Road initiative. 

This turnaround in relations must not 
suffer a setback as a result of the latest in-
cident. This may impact the prospects of 
a possible bilateral summit when the lead-
ers attend the forthcoming G-20 summit in 
Hamburg.   It is important to understand 
that as a result of sustained development 
of infrastructure at their common bor-
der, their border guarding forces are able 
to mount more frequent patrols and visit 
areas which were hitherto remote and 
barely accessible. This has multiplied the 
occasions when the patrols run into each 
other and wherever there are differences 
in perception concerning the alignment of 
the Line of Actual Control (LAC), face-offs 
become inevitable. 

This is what has been happening over 
the recent past and the bilateral measures 
to ensure peace and tranquillity need to 
be upgraded to take these developments 
into account. This is all the more neces-
sary in order to avoid misunderstanding 
and unintended escalation in segments of 
the border which hold special sensitivity 
for either side.  The bedrock of the peace 
and tranquillity regime between India and 
China is the mutual commitment that nei-
ther side will seek to unilaterally alter the 
status quo at the LAC.

Both sides are also committed to re-
solving any differences which may arise 
through consultations, beginning at the 
local level and then going right up to the 
senior-most levels. Of late, China has been 
resorting increasingly to unilateral actions 
seeking to alter the status quo. This is what 
has happened at Doklam and the Indian 
side had to respond in order to prevent an 
enhanced threat to the narrow land cor-
ridor which links the Indian North-East to 
the rest of the country. 

 The Chinese side maintains that in the 
“Convention Between Great Britain and 
China relating to Sikkim and Tibet”, the 
southern-most point identified as the 
peak of Gipmochi, is located on the Bhu-
tan frontier but further south. On this ba-
sis, China has laid a claim to Doklam, but 
this has been contested by the Bhutanese 
side. The Chinese side has recognised this 
as disputed territory and even in the past 
its construction of mud tracks through this 
area had been resisted by the Bhutanese 
border guards. 

 Although both China and India accept 
the alignment of the Sikkim-Tibet bound-
ary as laid down in the Convention except 
for the so-called “The Finger” at its north-
ern-most point, they have agreed that as 
far as the trijunction is concerned this can 
only be settled in consultation with Bhu-
tan.  Until then the commitment not to 
unilaterally alter the status quo, should be 
observed by all sides concerned. The cur-
rent impasse has arisen because the Chi-
nese side has gone further by attempting 
to build a defence class road through the 
area in place of the earlier mud tracks. This 
will significantly elevate the potential se-
curity threat to the Siliguri corridor which 
is a vital transport artery for both India and 
Bhutan. China should have shown greater 
sensitivity in this matter. The Chinese side 
has demanded that the issue should be 
resolved by India withdrawing its security 
personnel from the Doklam area.  In fact 
the issue can be defused by both sides 
agreeing to restore the status quo and 
mutually disengaging their forces. This is 
how earlier such incidents were resolved 
satisfactorily. It is clear that the Indian side 
does not want the situation to escalate. It 
has been fairly muted in its reaction to the 
daily and harsh rhetoric emanating from 
the Chinese side whether from official 
sources or from the media. The Chinese 
action to suspend the Kailash-Mansarovar 
pilgrimage through the Nathu la Pass and 
its more recent cancellation of a visit of In-
dian journalists to Tibet are uncalled for. 
These will heighten tensions and lead to 
an adverse public reaction in India. 
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The joint and separate statements issued after the meeting between PM Narendra Modi and US 

President Donald Trump reveal the long distance the Americans have travelled. Initially, they had 

overlooked the Pakistani terror machine but now demand that it be shut...By Vivek Katju

BY MARWAN ASMAR

If you turn the Qatar crisis on its head, 
you will find that it is couched in the 
continuing global war on terror. Since 

Islamist groups are linked to terrorism, Do-
ha’s snapping of ties with Hamas became 
one of the preconditions that Saudi Arabia, 
the UAE, Bahrain and Egypt listed as cru-
cial to restoring relations with the gas-rich 
country.

Hamas — a Palestinian resistance organ-
isation, whose political headquarters has 
been in Qatar since 2012 — is now under 
the spotlight in the war on terror that came 
in the wake of the September 2001 attacks 
on New York and Washington DC, and 
manifested in the war on Afghanistan, and 
the US-led war on Iraq and its protracted 
military occupation of that country than 
ran up to 2011.

But the war on terror continued at least 
until 2013 with the rise of Daesh (the self-
proclaimed Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant) and the global anti-terror campaign 
that ensued, led by the United States and 
its allies in the region.

Today Hamas is clubbed with Islamist 
terror groups that include Al Qaida, Hez-
bollah, Al Houthis, the Taliban, as well as 
several others. The war on terror received a 
boost in May with the visit of US President 

Donald Trump to Riyadh, where he met 
many leaders in the region and the Islamic 
world to reiterate America’s commitment 
to fighting terrorism, and by implication, 
these groups. The Saudi-led coalition fight-
ing Al Houthis in Yemen since 2015 to re-
store the country’s legitimate government 
of Abd Rabbo Mansour Hadi is essentially 
part of the war on terrorism that is trying to 
destabilise the region.

Qatar’s actions have been puzzling. A tra-
ditionally conservative state that is part of 
the anti-terror war, it has been part of the 
sorties against Daesh and Al Qaida strong-
holds in Syria, in Yemen, and has provided 
logistics for the US in its war against the 
Taliban in Afghanistan and other subver-
sive elements through its Al Udaid Airbase, 
where the Americans have stationed 10,000 
soldiers.

It has become clear that Qatar has sought 
to follow a multilateral foreign policy to the 
detriment of its neighbours. Whilst being 
part of the anti-terror campaign, it sought 
to pander to different interest groups — 
with Hamas being one of them — in a game 
of complex political brinkmanship and 
posturing.

By hosting the Hamas leadership since 
2012, when it retreated from Damascus in 
the wake of the Syrian government clamp-

down in 2011, Qatar sought to increase its 
influence on the Palestinian group. The 
Hamas connection affected Qatar’s foreign 
policy which has become, to put it mildly, 
a great source of irritation to other Gulf 
countries.

Iran, a deadly foe and nemesis of Gulf 
Arab states, entered an increasingly volatile 
environment seeking to stretch its wings 
as a regional power, following the nuclear 
deal reached with western countries in ear-
ly 2016 that upset the balance of power in 
the Middle East.

Another source of worry
Hamas’ relations with Iran have been 

strong, despite hiccups. It thus became 
another source of worry for Gulf countries 
and tensions escalated.

Gulf Arab countries are upset at Iranian 
meddling and interventions in many of the 
hotspots in the region — Syria, Iraq and Ye-
men, to name a few — as such interference 
also undermines the war against Al Qaida 
and Daesh. In Syria, for instance, Iran and 
its unlikely ally, Russia, have gone to great 
lengths to prop up the Baathist regime 
there, openly supplying weapons to main-
tain the crackdown on the opposition while 
turning a blind eye to other terror groups 
depending on the political balance of pow-
er. Iran has also been supporting outfits and 

militias in Iraq, Hezbollah in Lebanon and 
its extension in Syria besides the regime, 
and Al Houthis and their power grab in Ye-
men. Bahrain has cited Iran’s meddling in 
its internal affairs and similarly, Saudi Ara-
bia has pointed to Tehran’s hand in stirring 
up trouble in its eastern province.

This is the context in which the three 
GCC countries and Egypt broke off diplo-
matic relations with Qatar. Some of the fall-
out has been immediate. Hamas withdrew 
its leadership base from Qatar. Doha also 
sought to align Turkey, which swiftly threw 
in its lot with Qatar in this dispute.

Nobody is quite sure what will happen 
now, but many fear the worst if the crisis 
in the Gulf continues. The last dispute be-
tween the same Gulf countries and Qatar in 
2014 lasted for nine months. The Kuwaitis, 
who have been active diplomatically since 
the start of the dispute, are still hoping to 
make headway.

The GCC states expect a deal that in-
cludes a “monitoring mechanism” to en-
sure that Qatar sticks to its word, and that 
includes cutting its ties with the Islamists 
such as the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt, 
in addition to measures to stop funding ter-
ror groups and the downgrading of its rela-
tions with Iran.
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Qatar crisis, the war on terror and regional turmoil

BY CHAITANYA MALLAPUR

Defence, agriculture, trade, diplo-
macy and water management will 
dominate talks during Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi's ongoing visit to Israel 
-- the first Indian Prime Minister to visit the 
Jewish homeland.

Apart from his scheduled official en-
gagements, Modi is also expected to meet 
Moshe Holtzberg, a survivor of the 2008 
Mumbai 26/11 terrorist attack. Moshe 
was two years old when the attack hap-
pened. "Ahead of the visit, both coun-
tries have prepared a roadmap of joint 
economic undertakings," The Haaretz 
reported on June 29, 2017. 

"The Israeli cabinet approved a 23-page 
document continuing scores of bilateral 
measures and a budget of 280 million shek-
els (about $79.6 million or Rs 514 crore) -- a 
bigger sum than Israel has ever set aside for 
China, Africa and Latin America combined. 
No fewer than 11 ministries were involved 
in preparing the programme."

Here are five things that define the India-
Israel relationship today:

Defence: India is Israel's top destina-
tion for arms exports, buying 41 per cent 
of export between 2012 and 2016, accord-
ing to the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute, an independent global 
conflict and arms-research institute. Israel 

is India's third-largest source of arms, with 
a 7.2 per cent share of imports between 
2012 and 2016, next to the US (14 per cent) 
and Russia (68 per cent).

The earliest signs of collaboration came 
during the 1962 Sino-Indian war, when Is-
rael provided India military aid. Israel also 
assisted India during two wars with Paki-
stan in 1965 and 1971. India reciprocated 
during the six-day war in 1967 by provid-
ing Israel with spare parts for French-made 
Mystere and Ouragan aircraft as well as AX-
13 tanks (also French-made).

The highlight of the partnership was Isra-
el's supply of artillery shells during the Kar-
gil war in 1999 when India faced a shortage.

In the late 1990s, a crucial defence deal 
was the Indian purchase of Barak 1, an air-
defence missile, bought specifically for its 
capability to intercept US-made Harpoon 
missiles deployed by Pakistan.

India's imports of unarmed aerial vehi-
cles (UAVs) have almost all been from Isra-
el. Of 176 UAVs purchased from Israel, 108 
are Searcher UAVs and 68 are Heron UAVs.

In April 2017, India and Israel signed a $2 
billion deal for an advanced medium-range 
surface-to-air missile system, which will 
provide the Indian army the capability to 
shoot down aircraft, missiles and drones at 
ranges of up to 70 km. In September 2016, 
tests were conducted of the jointly devel-

oped Long Range Surface-to-Air Missile 
with a range of 70 km, intended to equip 
three guided-missile destroyers of the In-
dian Navy.

India successfully tested the Israeli-made 
SPYDER quick-reaction surface-to-air mis-
sile in May this year. The Indian Air Force 
(IAF) is planning to deploy this system on 
its western border. India and Israel also 
closely cooperate on counter-terrorism 
issues through a joint working group on 
counter-terrorism.

Diplomacy: Several ministerial and high-
level official visits to Israel preceded Modi's 
tour. These included visits by then Home 
Minister L.K. Advani in 2000, former Presi-
dent A.P.J. Abdul Kalam in 2008, Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh in 2014, President 
Pranab Mukherjee in 2015 and External Af-
fairs Minister Sushma Swaraj in 2016.

Three Indian naval ships, destroyer INS 
Mumbai, frigate INS Trishul and tanker 
INS Aditya, made a goodwill visit at the 
Haifa port in May 2017 to mark 25 years of 
full diplomatic relations between the two 
countries.

Agriculture: An Indo-Israel agriculture 
action plan for 2015-18 is operational, and 
15 of the proposed 26 centres of excellence 
in agriculture are being developed in In-
dia with Israel's help to showcase the lat-
est technology to Indian farmers. Phase-I 

(2010-12) and phase-II (2012-15) of the 
agreement are complete, according to a 
reply to the Lok Sabha. India has benefited 
from Israeli technologies in horticulture 
mechanisation, protected cultivation, or-
chard and canopy management, nursery 
management, micro-irrigation and post-
harvest management, particularly in Hary-
ana and Maharashtra. Every year, more 
than 20,000 farmers visit the Agricultural 
Centre of Excellence at Gharaunda in Kar-
nal, Haryana, where a nursery produces hy-
brid seedlings -- including tomatoes, cher-
ry-tomato, colored capsicum, cucumbers, 
eggplant and chilli pepper-grown in small, 
individual cells, ready to be transplanted 
into containers or a field. 

There was a five-to 10-fold increase in 
crop yields with an accompanying 65 per 
cent reduction in use of water and notice-
able decrease in the use of pesticides and 
fertilisers, according to a December 2014 
report on the Indo-Israel Agriculture Proj-
ect. Water Management: On June 28, 2017, 
the Union cabinet approved a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) with Israel 
on the National Campaign for Water Con-
servation in India.

Technologically-adept Israel has devel-
oped water-management technologies, 
located as it is in a semi-arid region with 
limited sources of fresh drinking water. In-
dia and Israel had earlier signed an MoU on 
water resources management and develop-
ment cooperation in November 2016.

IANS
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Dubai to host conference on 
sustainability, green technologies

Dubai, July 4 (IANS/WAM) The key challenges facing the envi-
ronment will be the underlying theme at the 19th edition of the 
Water, Energy, Technology and Environment Exhibition (WETEX) 
in Dubai to be held on October 23-25.

The event, organised by Dubai Electricity and Water Authority 
(DEWA) for the fourth year running, will shed light on the head-
winds facing the water, energy and environment sectors in the 
region.

The participants will be asked to come up with innovative eco-
friendly solutions that support economic growth while preserving 
natural resources and protecting the environment.

Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer, MD and CEO of DEWA, said WE-
TEX aims to “promote green solutions at local, regional, and in-
ternational levels by providing service providers, decision makers 
and our partners in the UAE and the region with a platform that 
shows the latest state-of-the-art technologies”.

The event will feature the latest products, technologies, and so-
lutions related to energy and water efficiency, as well as residential 
and commercial green-building solutions.

Turkish opposition takes April 
referendum to European court

Ankara, July 4 (IANS) Turkey’s main opposition Republican 
People’s Party (CHP) on Tuesday announced its appeal to the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights over alleged irregularities in the 
April referendum on expanding the powers of the presidency.

“I should sadly state that the referendum has become illegiti-
mate due to the decision by the Supreme Election Board,” CHP 
leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu said as he continued a so-called Justice 
March with thousands of followers from Ankara to Istanbul.

“I am putting my first signature here now. The petitions will be 
sent today,” Xinhua news agency quoted Kilicdaroglu as saying on 
the 20th day of the march in Kocaeli province.

The CHP failed in its bid for annulment of the April 16 referen-
dum, in which constitutional amendments were passed by a slim 
majority to enable Turkey to switch to an executive presidency, 
though the opposition and international observers challenged the 
acceptance of unstamped ballots and other alleged frauds.

The Justice March was launched right after CHP lawmaker Enis 
Berberoglu was convicted and imprisoned by an Istanbul court on 
June 15 over espionage charges. 

10 killed in Bangladesh garment 
factory blast

ArrayDhaka, July 4 (IANS) At least 10 people were killed and 50 
others injured in a boiler room explosion at a garment factory in 
central Bangladesh. The search for more bodies in the debris con-
tinues, officials said on Tuesday.

The accident took place around 7 p.m. on Monday at the export-
oriented textile factory Multifabs Limited, which employs nearly 
6,000 people. 

Most employees were on leave to celebrate the Eid-ul Fitr when 
the explosion occurred. “We found eight bodies on Monday and 
one in the morning (Tuesday) when we started removing the de-
bris again,” Gazipur Fire Service Assistant Deputy Director Akteru-
zzaman said. 

“We are not sure if there are more bodies inside because no one 
could give a detailed account of any missing person,” he was quot-
ed as saying by Efe news. 

Of the 50 injured, one person later died in the hospital, taking 
the deaths to 10, Akteruzzaman added.

“The factory was closed until Monday and we started the boiler 
only in the evening. One of the two boilers exploded within an 
hour of starting the operation in the evening,” Multifabs Chairman 
and Managing Director Mohiuddin Faruqui said.

According to Faruqui, between 25 and 30 people were inside the 
factory at the time of the explosion, while many bystanders were 
also injured.

Gazipur district factory inspector Farid Ahmed said that the fac-
tory’s licenses were all in order and that the reason for the explo-
sion was yet unclear.

Last week, labour union organisations IndustriALL Global 
Union and UNI Global Union announced the signing of a new 
agreement with more than 20 international textile companies to 
ensure safety in Bangladeshi factories, among other issues.

The sector has been under the spotlight over its working condi-
tions since the collapse of the Rana Plaza garment factory building 
in 2013, which left more than 1,100 dead and 2,500 others injured.

Sharif’s son appears again before 
Panamagate probe team

Islamabad, July 4 (IANS) Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif’s elder son Hussain Nawaz on Tuesday appeared before 
a Joint Investigation Team (JIT) for the sixth time in connec-
tion with the Panama Papers probe into his family’s assets. His 
younger brother Hassan Nawaz faced the JIT on Monday, while 
his sister Maryam Nawaz will appear before the team for the 
first time on Wednesday, reports Dawn news.

Following Hassan’s appearance, Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar also faced the JIT on Monday in connection with the 
probe, which has entered its final week.

The minister, who is also the father-in-law of Nawaz Shar-
if’s younger daughter, is the eighth member of the extended 
Sharif family to be summoned for questioning.

WORLD SNIPPETS

EU’s Juncker calls empty 
European Parliament ‘ridiculous’

Arrests over China 
‘straddling bus’ project

Paris, July 4 (IANS) European 
Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker has launched a 
bitter attack on members of the 
European Parliament for failing 
to show up.

Standing up in almost empty 
chamber in Strasbourg, he de-
nounced the body as “ridicu-
lous, totally ridiculous”.

Estimating the number of 
MEPs at around 30, he said it 
proved that the parliament was 
“not serious”.

Parliament President Anto-
nio Tajani reacted furiously, ac-
cusing him of a lack of respect.

“You can criticise the par-
liament, but it’s not the com-
mission’s job to control the 
parliament, it’s the parliament 
that has to control the commis-
sion,” he said.

But the clash continued. Mr 
Juncker, who is in charge of 
the EU’s executive body, an-
grily rebuked MEPs for failing 
to attend the session review-

ing the six-month presidency 
of Malta, the bloc’s smallest 
member state.

It was one of the most acri-
monious public rows between 
top EU officials in recent years. 
It is rare for the head of one EU 
institution to take such a public 
swipe at the legitimacy of an-
other.

But it is true that Strasbourg 
feels very empty for the final 
session of the European Par-
liament before the summer 
holidays. I counted fewer than 
100 people in the chamber this 
morning - and that included 
the officials accompanying Mr 
Juncker and the Maltese prime 
minister. “People can’t be both-
ered to turn up,” a British MEP 
told me. “Some have started 
their seven weeks of paid holi-
day already,” he added.

Or perhaps it is the fact that 
some debates in this session 
have been cancelled so that 
politicians can attend the fu-

neral of Simone Veil - a former 
president of the parliament 
- which will be held in France 
tomorrow?

The parliamentary authori-
ties will be unhappy to have 
been criticised so publicly by 
such a high-profile figure as Mr 
Juncker.

Malta’s Prime Minister, Jo-
seph Muscat, looked on with 
a broad grin as the argument 
unfolded. The debate was due 
to focus primarily on the EU’s 
struggle to relocate 160,000 
refugees from Italy and Greece.

“There are only a few mem-
bers in the plenary to control 
the commission. You are ridic-
ulous,” Mr Juncker repeated. 
In total, the parliament has 751 
deputies. Ignoring a further ob-
jection by the parliament presi-
dent to his choice of language, 
Mr Juncker told the few MEPs 
in the chamber: “I will never 
again attend a meeting of this 
kind”.

Beijing, July 4 (IANS) Po-
lice in Beijing have arrested 
32 people for illegal fund-
raising linked to a scrapped 
project to create a “strad-
dling bus” to beat traffic 
jams. The futuristic idea to 
lift commuters above con-
gestion quickly attracted in-
ternational attention when 
it was launched last year 
- but was finally scrapped 
last month.

There had been growing 
speculation that it was no 
more than an investment 
scam. In a statement, police 
said they were working to re-
cover investors’ assets.

China has seen a series of 
scams where online plat-
forms offer big returns on 
money invested into start-
ups, an area mostly ignored 
by the country’s state-run 
banks.

Among those arrested was 
Bai Zhiming, the 47-year-old 
CEO of the Transit Elevated 

Bus Company (TEB) who 
is also the founder of peer-
to-peer financing company 
Huaying Kailai Asset Man-
agement. The other 31 were 
Huaying Kailai employees.

Investors had reportedly 
been offered returns of 12% 
if they put money into the 
project, but allegations in 
the Chinese media had said 
it had been a way of luring 
them into buying financial 
products.

Doubts about the bus - a 
22m-long electric vehicle 
standing nearly 5m high and 
8m wide - began to emerge 
when all tests were halted 
shortly after the first test run.

Many doubted the vehicle 
would be able to manage 
curves or fit under footbridg-
es and critics asked how it 
would turn corners, whether 
it was strong enough to bear 
its own and passengers’ 
weight and how long its bat-
tery would last.

Rome, July 4 (IANS) Italy has sum-
moned Austria’s ambassador after the 
government in Vienna announced it 
was ready to deploy border troops to 
block any migrant influx.

Austrian Defence Minister Hans 
Peter Doskozil told Kronen Zeitung 
daily that troops could go to the 
Brenner Pass.

He said four Pandur armoured 
personnel carriers had been sent to 
the Tyrol region and 750 troops were 
on standby.

Austria has checks in place along 
its border with Hungary. But else-
where it adheres to the EU open bor-
ders system. Mr Doskozil said a mili-
tary deployment at the busy Alpine 
pass, on the Italian border, would be 
“indispensable if the influx into Italy 
[across the Mediterranean] does not 
diminish”. Later Italy’s foreign min-
istry said it had summoned Austrian 

Ambassador Rene Pollitzer “follow-
ing the Austrian government’s state-
ment about deploying troops to the 
Brenner (pass)”.

People-smuggling gangs have been 
exploiting the violence and chaos in 
Libya. The shortest crossing from Lib-
ya to Italy is only about 460km (290 
miles). Italy has warned that the cur-
rent scale of migrant arrivals is unsus-
tainable and that it could even close 
its ports and impound aid agencies’ 
rescue ships. The EU’s Schengen sys-
tem - free movement across most Eu-
ropean borders - was overwhelmed 
by an influx of migrants and refugees 
in 2015.

They reached Central Europe 
via the Balkans - and most sought 
asylum in Germany. Since then, 
tighter border controls in the Bal-
kans have reduced the numbers 
heading north from Greece.

Baghdad, July 4 (IANS) US-
backed Syrian forces have 
breached the wall at Raqqa’s 
Old City as they try to retake 
the city from so-called Islam-
ic State, the US military says.

It says the coalition had 
helped the advance of the 
Syrian Democratic Forces 
(SDF) by firing on two sec-
tions of the historic Rafiqa 
Wall. The SDF, supported by 
US-led coalition air strikes, 
has spent months encircling 
the city. IS seized Raqqa in 
2014, proclaiming it the capi-
tal of a “caliphate”. The city 
has been an important hub 
for the jihadist group’s op-
erations, though as the SDF 
closed in, key IS officials are 
believed to have fled from 

there towards Deir al-Zour 
province, which is mostly 
under IS control. About 2,500 
IS militants are still in Raqqa, 
according to the US-led coali-
tion, with about 100,000 peo-
ple trapped by the fighting 
in the city. US Central Com-
mand said air strikes had 
hit two “small” 25m (80ft) 
sections of the Rafiqa Wall, 
which it said “will help pre-
serve” the remaining 2,475m.

It said IS had been plant-
ing mines and IEDs [impro-
vised explosive devices] at 
openings in the wall, through 
which SDF fighters would 
have been channelled.

The Old City is highly 
strategic for the Arab-Kurd-
ish alliance to capture from 

IS, given its close proximity 
to the city centre.

Last week, the SDF said its 
fighters had fully encircled 
IS in Raqqa. The US-backed 
forces have been gradually 
advancing on the city since 
November, and launched an 
offensive to take it on 6 June.

The coalition has said the 
capture of Raqqa will deliver 
a “decisive blow” to the jihad-
ist group. The battle for the 
city has been brutal for the 
civilians there.

The UN says that at least 
173 were killed in June, and 
that the actual figure could 
be far higher, stressing that 
“civilians must not be sac-
rificed for the sake of rapid 
military victories”.

Raqqa: IS ‘capital’ wall breached 
by US-backed Syrian forces

Italy-Austria tension over border 
troops at Brenner Pass

Gay Chinese 
man wins legal 

battle over forced 
conversion therapy

Beijing, July 4 (IANS) A gay man in central 
China has won an apology and compen-
sation from a mental hospital over forced 
conversion therapy, reports say.

The man, identified only by his surname 
Yu, had been admitted by his wife and rela-
tives to the hospital in the town of Zhuma-
dian in Henan province in 2015.

He was forced to take medicine and have 
injections over 19 days.

But the court found that forcing him into 
a mental institution if he did not pose a 
danger infringed his rights.

Last month it ordered the hospital - which 
had diagnosed Mr Yu with “sexual prefer-
ence disorder” - to publish a public apology 
in local newspapers and pay the 38-year-
old $735 (£570), AP said citing a copy of the 
judgement.

However the court did not express an 
opinion on the practice of gay conversion 
therapy.

Homosexuality was considered to be a 
mental disorder in China until 2001, and 
attitudes remain conservative. In 2014 gay 
rights activist Peng Yanhui went into a pri-
vate conversion therapy clinic in Beijing to 
investigate the electroshock treatments it 
was advertising.

He later sued the hospital over the suffer-
ing he went through and won $500. Adver-
tisements for the service were ordered to be 
removed from the internet.

“It’s time for China to enact laws to pro-
hibit forced gay conversion therapy,” he 
told AP after the Zhumadian ruling, which 
he said confirmed that forced treatments 
were illegal.

North Korea hails ‘ICBM test’ success
Pyongyong, July 4 (IANS) 

A state television an-
nouncement said the mis-
sile, which landed in the 
Sea of Japan on Tuesday, 
could hit targets any-
where in the world.

But the US and Rus-
sia said the missile had a 
medium range and pre-
sented no threat to either 
country. North Korea has 
increased the frequency 
of its missile tests, in defi-
ance of a ban by the UN 
Security Council. The an-
nouncement on North 
Korea state television said 
the Hwasong-14 missile 
test was overseen by lead-
er Kim Jong-un. It said the 
projectile had reached an 
altitude of 2,802km (1,731 
miles) and flew 933km for 
39 minutes before hitting 
a target in the sea. North 
Korea, it said, was now 
“a full-fledged nuclear 
power that has been pos-
sessed of the most pow-
erful inter-continental 
ballistic rocket capable 
of hitting any part of the 
world”. It would enable 
the country to “put an 
end to the US nuclear war 
threat and blackmail” and 
defend the Korean penin-
sula, it said. While Pyong-
yang appears to have 
made progress, experts 
believe North Korea does 
not have the capability to 
accurately hit a target with 
an ICBM, or miniaturise a 

nuclear warhead that can 
fit onto such a missile.

Other nuclear pow-
ers have also cast doubt 
on North Korea’s assess-
ment, with Russia saying 
the missile only reached 
an altitude of 535km and 
flew about 510km. The big 
question is what range it 
has, says the BBC’s Steven 
Evans in Seoul. Could it 
hit the United States?

David Wright, a physi-
cist with the US-based 
Union of Concerned Sci-
entists, says that if the 
reports are correct, this 
missile could “reach a 
maximum range of rough-
ly 6,700km on a standard 
trajectory”.

That range would allow 
it to reach Alaska, but not 
the large islands of Hawaii 
or the other 48 US states, 
he says.

It is not just a missile 
that North Korea would 
need, our correspondent 
adds. It must also have 
the ability to protect a 
warhead as it re-enters 
the atmosphere, and it 
is not clear if North Ko-
rea can do that. Once 
again North Korea has 
defied the odds and 
thumbed its nose at the 
world in a single missile 
launch. With the test of 
the Hwasong-14, it has 
shown that it can likely 
reach intercontinental 
ballistic missile ranges 

including putting Alaska 
at risk.Other nuclear 
powers have also cast 
doubt on North Korea’s 
assessment, with Russia 
saying the missile only 
reached an altitude of 
535km and flew about 
510km. The big question 
is what range it has, says 
the BBC’s Steven Evans 
in Seoul. Could it hit the 
United States?

David Wright, a physi-
cist with the US-based 
Union of Concerned 
Scientists, says that if 
the reports are correct, 
this missile could “reach 
a maximum range of 
roughly 6,700km on a 
standard trajectory”. That 
range would allow it to 
reach Alaska, but not the 
large islands of Hawaii or 
the other 48 US states, he 
says. It is not just a missile 
that North Korea would 
need, our correspondent 
adds. It must also have the 
ability to protect a warhead 

as it re-enters the atmo-
sphere, and it is not clear 
if North Korea can do that. 
Once again North Korea 
has defied the odds and 
thumbed its nose at the 
world in a single missile 
launch. With the test of the 
Hwasong-14, it has shown 
that it can likely reach in-
tercontinental ballistic 
missile ranges including 
putting Alaska at risk.

Despite this technical 
achievement, however, 
it is likely many outside 
North Korea will continue 
to be sceptical of North 
Korea’s missile. They will 
ask for proof of working 
guidance, re-entry ve-
hicle, and even a nuclear 
warhead.

From a technical per-
spective, though, their 
engines have demon-
strated ICBM ranges, and 
this would be the first of 
several paths North Korea 
has to an ICBM with even 
greater range.

North Korea says it has suc-
cessfully tested its first “inter-
continental ballistic missile” 
(ICBM).A state television an-
nouncement said the missile, 

which landed in the Sea of 
Japan on Tuesday, could hit 

targets anywhere in the world.
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Mumbai, July 4 (IANS) Telecom 
major Reliance Communications 
(RCom) on Tuesday announced 
the launch of its 4G enterprise Vir-
tual Private Network (VPN) solu-
tion designed to help businesses 
extend their corporate network in 
the last mile.

Launched by RCom’s India 
enterprise business services unit 
‘Branch Connect’ offers secure 
high-performance wireless con-

nectivity to connect branch offic-
es, warehouses or partner offices 
to the corporate private network, 
a statement said. 

‘Branch Connect’ offers en-
terprise-grade connectivity over 
RCom’s fourth generation (4G) 
LTE network, the company said. 

Long-Term Evolution (LTE) is 
a standard for high-speed wire-
less communication for mobile 
phones and data terminals.

“The solution makes network 
expansion quick and easy for 
businesses across the country - 
from metropolitan areas to the 
hinterland, offering easy manage-
ment and scalability of networks. 
The solution has been designed 
with security as the most critical 
product feature,” the statement 
said. 

“If an enterprise’s Hybrid/Pri-
vate/Public Cloud site is already 
connected to Reliance MPLS VPN, 
all that each of the other sites 
would need to do to connect to 
the corporate network is a plug-
and-play,” it added. 

“As enterprises extend into 
under-served urban areas and 
the hinterland, the need for reli-
able, fast and secure connectiv-
ity comes to the fore. Reliance 
‘Branch Connect’ addresses these 
needs squarely and effectively,” 
said Bill Barney, Co-Chief Execu-
tive of Reliance Communications 
and Chief Executive Officer of 
Global Cloud Xchange.

New Delhi, July 4 (IANS) The 5 per 
cent Goods and Services Tax (GST) on 
devices used by phyically challenged 
would actually lead to a reduction in 
their prices, the Union Finance Ministry 
said on Tuesday. “5 per cent GST rate 
on these devices/equipments would 
enable their domestic manufacturers to 
claim refund of any accumulated input 
tax credit. That being so, the 5 per cent 
concessional GST rate on these devices/
equipment would result in reduction of 
the cost of domestically manufactured 
goods, as compared to the pre-GST re-
gime,” the ministry said in a statement. 

The official clarification comes after 
Congress criticised the governemnt for 
levying GST on wheelchairs and Braille 
typewriters and demanded a full roll-
back of the “disability tax”.

“GST on disability aids like wheel-
chairs and Braille typewriters, once 
again shows this government’s com-
plete insensitivity towards our most vul-
nerable,” Congress Vice President Ra-
hul Gandhi said in a tweet on Monday.

The Finance Ministry statement, not-
ing that “questions are raised about GST 

rates fixed for specific devices for physi-
cally challenged persons”, said that 
most of the inputs and raw materials for 
manufacture of these assistive devices/
equipments attract 18 per cent GST. 

“The concessional 5 per cent GST rate 
on these devices/equipments would 
enable their domestic manufacturers 
to avail input tax credit of GST paid on 
their inputs and raw materials.

“Further, the GST law provides for re-
fund of accumulated input tax credit, in 
cases, where the GST rate of output sup-
ply is lower than the GST rate on inputs 
used for their manufacture,” it said.

The ministry contended that if these 
devices/equipments are exempted 
from GST, then while imports of such 
devices/equipments would be zero 
rated, such domestically-manufactured 
devices/equipments will continue to 
bear the burden of input taxes, increas-
ing their cost and resulting in negative 
protection for the domestic value addi-
tion. “The 5 per cent concessional GST 
rate on such devices/equipments will 
result in a win-win situation for both the 
users of such devices, the disabled per-

sons, as well as the domestic manufac-
turers of such goods. It is for this reason 
that the Council has kept these items in 
5 per cent rate slab,” it said.

Assistive devices and rehabilitation 
aids for physically challenged persons, 
which have been kept at 5 per cent 
GST rate, include Braille writing instru-
ments, canes, electronic aids like the 
sonic guide, arithmetic aids like the 
Taylor Frame (arithmetic and algebra 
types), Braille calculators, electronic 
measuring equipment such as callipers, 
drafting and drawing aids, orthopaedic 
appliances, wheel chairs, artificial elec-
tronic larynx and artificial electronic 
ear.  Talking books (in the form of cas-
settes, discs), talking thermometers, 
Braille computer terminals, Braille pa-
per, all tangible appliances designed 
for use by the blind, Braille typewriters, 
Braille watches, teaching and learning 
aids for blind, urine collection bags, 
instruments and implants for severely 
physically handicapped and joints re-
placement and spinal instruments have 
also beenk kept in the 5 per cent GST 
slab. 

RCom offers 4G VPN solution 
for businesses

5% GST on devices for disabled would 
lead to lower prices: Finance Ministry

Hong Kong, July 4 
(IANS) Credit rating 
agency Moody’s reported 
on Tuesday that it has 
revised the outlook for 
banks in the Asia Pacific 
from negative to stable.

A total of 77 per cent of 
bank rating outlooks in 
the region are now sta-
ble, up from 64 per cent 
at the end of last year, Efe 
news quoted the agency 
as saying.

It added that banks in 
China, Hong Kong, Sin-
gapore, Australia, New 
Zealand, and Mongolia 

are mostly behind the in-
crease in stable outlooks.

“Asset quality is sta-
bilising in most banking 
systems, as the negative 
credit cycle in many of 
these systems has proven 
to be shallow with a mod-
erate economic upturn 
now evident, while com-
modities prices are rela-
tively stable,” Stephen 
Long, Moody’s Asia-Pa-
cific Managing Director 
of financial institutions, 
said in a statement.

Capitalisation and prof-
itability show good risk 

levels as well as financing 
and liquidity, while the 
flow of foreign funds has 
begun returning to Asia’s 
emerging economies, 
Moody’s said.

However, it warned 
that uncertainty gener-
ated by the fate of inter-
est rates in banks in the 
US and the strength of 
the dollar may affect the 
return of foreign funds to 
the region.

The results were pub-
lished in Moody’s mid-
year update of its annual 
outlook report on banks 
in the Asia Pacific.

The report covers 
Australia, Bangladesh, 
China, South Korea, the 
Philippines, Hong Kong, 
India, Indonesia, Japan, 
Malaysia, Mongolia, New 
Zealand, Singapore, Sri 
Lanka, Thailand, Taiwan 
and Vietnam.

Moody’s revises banking 
outlook in Asia Pacific

Doha, July 4 (IANS) Qatar on 
Tuesday announced that it would 
increase its natural gas production 
by 33 per cent -- from 77 million to 
100 million tonnes per year -- in 
response to the economic block-
ade imposed on it by several Arab 
states.

Saad al-Kaabi, Qatar Petroleum 

chief, said the state-owned com-
pany aimed to double production 
from the North Field, the world’s 
biggest natural gas field, which is 
shared between Qatar and Iran, 
reports Efe news.

In April, the Qatari company had 
announced it would extract 56.6 
million cubic metres per day from 

that project -- extraction is now set 
to reach twice that amount under 
the new plans.

Al-Kaabi said the company 
would seek international partners 
to develop this project that would 
consolidate Qatar as the largest ex-
porter of natural gas in the world.

He stressed that the expansion 
of production would increase gov-
ernment revenues, stimulate the 
economy and support the Qatar 
National Vision 2030, under which 
the government aims to reduce 
dependence on hydrocarbons.

The company has not yet set 
deadlines to reach the production 
target of 100 million tonnes per 
year, a step that will depend, ac-
cording to al-Kaabi, on the agree-
ments signed by the company 
with its future partners.

Natural gas exports are the main 
source of foreign currency for the 
rich and small Gulf emirate, which 
has been subjected to an eco-
nomic blockade by Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain 
and Egypt since June 5.

Qatar to increase gas 
production by 33%

New Delhi, July 4 (IANS) Spice 
brand, a joint venture between 
China-based Transsion Holdings 
and domestic company Spice 
Mobility, on Tuesday launched 
a new portfolio of eight mobile 
devices that include five feature 
phones and three smartphones.

The products are segmented 
as F-series, K-series, V-Series 
and Z-series.

“We are extremely excited 

to announce the all-new Spice 
product portfolio today. With 
easy to use features, these devic-
es offer enhanced sharing capa-

bilities to create new aspirations 
which will help in connecting 
the next billion,” said Sudhir Ku-
mar, CEO, Spice Mobile under 
Transsion Group, in a statement.

The F-series includes two 
smartphones -- F301 and F302, 
priced at Rs 5,590 and Rs 6,290, 
respectively.

The K-series includes K 601 
with 2GB RAM and is priced at 
Rs 7,290. The Z-series includes 
five feature phones with prices 
ranging between Rs 1,180 and Rs 
1,850.  The devices will be avail-
able from July 11.

Spice brand launches 8 
mobile devices

New Delhi, July 4 (IANS) Chinese 
smartphone maker lephone on Tues-
day introduced an entry-level 4G/
VoLTE budget smartphone ‘lephone 
W2’ in India at Rs 3,999.

‘lephone W2’ runs on 1.3GHz quad 
core processor coupled with 1GB RAM 
and 8GB of in-built storage that can 

be further expanded upto 32GB via 
microSD card.  The device provides 
support for 22 regional languages. 
“’Lephone W2’ offers all the latest 
specifications and is arguably the best 
model in its class in the market,” said 
Vinod Pandit, Business Head, lephone 
Technology, in a statement.

The device comes with 2MP rear 
camera with LED flash and a VGA 
(equivalent to 0.3MP) front camera.

The device comes with a gravity sen-
sor to augment gaming experiences 
and houses 4.5-inch FWVGA display 
to makes sure that images are not 

‘lephone W2’ smartphone at
 Rs 3,999 unveiled

New Delhi, July 4 (IANS) Do-
mestic smartphone maker Kar-
bonn Mobiles on Tuesday an-
nounced its partnership with 
National Payments Corporation 
of India (NCPI) to become the 
first Indian smartphone brand to 
integrate BHIM (Bharat Interface 
for Money) app in its latest device 
‘K9 Kavach 4G’ which is priced at 
Rs 5,290.

Once a user has registered a 
bank account with BHIM, and set 
a unique payment interface PIN 
for the bank account, their mo-
bile number becomes their pay-
ment address. 

Users can then receive or trans-
fer money to any bank using their 
mobile number and check their 
bank balance. 

With the launch of the BHIM-
enabled smartphone, Karbonn 

Mobiles has taken a big step to-
wards strengthening its service 
portfolio while contributing 
towards the ‘Digital India’ ini-
tiative and creating a less-cash 
economy, the company said in a 
statement.

“The partnership is an epitome 

of two ‘Made in India’ entities 
joining hands to enable digital 
Indians with smart telephones 
solutions. Our aim is to promote 
a cashless economy empowering 
and educating more and more 
people in tier 2,3 cities and rural 
areas about digital transactions 

and benefits,” Pardeep Jain, Man-
aging Director, Karbonn Mobiles, 
told reporters here.

The K9 Kavach 4G is powered 
with fingerprint sensors in secur-
ing other applications and access 
to phone.

“This strategic partnership is a 
significant step towards provid-
ing acceptance tools for facilitat-
ing digital payments in India,” 
added A.P. Hota, Managing Di-
rector and CEO, NCPI.

The device comes in an all-
plastic body with a 5-inch 
720p screen and is powered by 
1.25GHz quad-core processor 
with 1GB RAM and 8GB inbuilt 
storage which is expandable up 
to 32GB. 

The dual-SIM phone runs on 
the latest Android 7.0 (Nougat) 
operating system and supports 
4G VoLTE connectivity.

The K9 Kavach is also equipped 
with a 5MP camera on both front 
and back and runs on 2,300mAh 
battery.

Karbonn ‘K9 Kavach 4G’ launched 
with integrated BHIM app 

New Delhi, July 4 (IANS) Taiwan-
ese smartphone maker ASUS is set 
to launch their much-anticipated 
augmented reality (AR) and virtual 
reality (VR)-enabled smartphone 
‘Zenfone AR on July 13 in India .

The smartphone, with its ad-
vanced technology and immersive 
experience, is poised to push the 
boundaries of reality. According to 
industry sources, the device, pow-
ered with Google’s Tango AR pro-
gramme and DayDream VR soft-
ware, is expected to change the way 
consumers interact with the world. 
Announced at CES 2017 early this 
year in Las Vegas, the smartphone 
will sport 8GB RAM, backed by a 
powerful Qualcomm Snapdragon 
821 processor, specially customised 
for Google Tango. 

Further details on the smartphone 
are expected to be announced soon. 

ASUS set to launch 
‘Zenfone AR’ on July 

13 in India

New Delhi, July 4 (IANS) Digital 
workplace solutions provider Prysm 
Inc on Tuesday announced its latest 
product "Prysm Go" that offers multi-
purpose collaboration platform to en-
terprises.

The product includes features like 
digital white-board, wired and wire-
less screen-sharing. It also provides 
integration with video conferencing 
tools from Skype, Polycom and Cisco.

"Enterprises are focused on provid-
ing enhanced collaboration experi-
ence to its mobile workforce, while, 
at the same time, protecting their in-

vestments in technology," said G.B. 
Kumar, Vice President, APAC, Prysm 
Inc., in a statement.

"Prysm Go is a great solution for ad-
dressing these new needs of enterpris-
es," he added.The product includes 
features like digital white-board, 
wired and wireless screen-sharing. It 
also provides integration with video 
conferencing tools from Skype, Poly-
com and Cisco.

Built on a hardware-agnostic plat-
form, 'Prysm Go' is available in two 
versions -- one that can be used with 
existing displays and hardware and 
the other that provides Prysm applica-
tion appliance with 85-inch LCD dis-
play.

"'Prysm Go' empowers enterprises 
to engage today's digitally proficient 
employees in a secure way while en-
abling the solution to integrate with 
existing meeting room infrastructure," 
added Paige O'Neill, CMO, Prysm.

Prysm announces new platform 
for IT communications
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Mumbai, July 4 (IANS) Geo-polit-
ical tensions, coupled with subdued 
global indices and profit booking, 
dragged the Indian equity markets 
lower on Tuesday.

According to market observers, 
investors booked profits in sectors 
such as automobile, healthcare and 
FMCG. The 30-scrip Sensitive Index 
(Sensex) of the BSE oscillated in a 
range of 187 points before it ended 
at 31,209.79 points -- down 11.83 
points, or 0.04 per cent, from its pre-
vious close at 31,221.62 points. The 
wider Nifty of the National Stock Ex-
change (NSE) slipped by 1.70 points 
or 0.02 per cent to 9,613.30 points. 
The BSE market breadth was slight-
ly bullish -- with 1,344 advances and 
1,315 declines.

The broader market indices un-
derperformed the Sensex. The S&P 
BSE mid-cap was down by 0.34 per 
cent and the small-cap index by 
0.04 per cent. “Markets ended nom-
inally lower after a quiet session on 
Tuesday as they consolidated in a 
range. The key indices snapped a 
three-day winning streak,” Deepak 
Jasani, Head of Retail Research, 
HDFC Securities, told IANS. “A fall 

in global stock markets weighed on 
sentiments. A smart rally in Reliance 
Industries, however, supported the 
main indices.”

On the currency front, the ru-
pee strengthened by 15-14 paise to 
64.73-74 to a US dollar from its pre-
vious close at 64.88.

In investments, provisional data 
with the exchanges showed that 
foreign institutional investors (FIIs) 
sold stocks worth Rs 834.36 crore 
while domestic institutional inves-
tors (DIIs) purchased scrips worth 
Rs 295.88 crore. “Profit booking 
was seen in the FMCG stocks af-
ter yesterday’s stellar performance 
by the sector,” said Dhruv Desai, 
Director and Chief Operating Of-
ficer of Tradebulls “Auto index, 
too, witnessed profit booking after 
Monday’s gains, which came on 
the back of healthy sales numbers 
posted by many companies,” Desai 
added. Sector-wise, the S&P BSE au-
tomobile index declined by 114.83 
points, the healthcare index by 
104.53 points and the FMCG index 
by 71.17 points. On the other hand, 
the S&P BSE oil and gas index rose 
by 74.45 points, the energy index 

by 46.51 points and the IT index by 
32.49 points.

Major Sensex gainers on Tues-
day were: Reliance Industries, up 
2.79 per cent at Rs 1,422.70; HDFC, 

up 1.28 per cent at Rs 1,643; Kotak 
Bank, up 1.10 per cent at Rs 958.95; 
Infosys, up 0.96 per cent at Rs 
960.50; and Adani Ports, up 0.87 per 
cent at Rs 371.25.

Profit-taking, geo-political tensions 
drag equity markets lower 

iPhone 8 may drop ‘Touch ID’, to 
have facial recognition system

San Francisco, July 4 (IANS) iPhone us-
ers may soon unlock their smartphones 
through facial recognition, with an Apple 
expert predicting that the technology 
giant would drop the ‘Touch ID’ finger-
print sensor in the upcoming iPhone 8. 
Amid speculation on where Apple would 
place the fingerprint sensor on iPhone 8 
which is expected to have a full-screen 
OLED display, KGI Securities analyst 
Ming-Chi Kuo, in a report published in 
Street Insider on Monday, predicted that 
the sensor would be removed altogether. 

Apple is predicted to roll out three 
iPhone models this fall, including an 
all-new design 5.2-inch (or 5.8 inch de-
pending on the definition of screen size 

in use) OLED iPhone and LCD models at 
4.7 inch and 5.5 inch.

“The OLED model won’t support fin-
gerprint recognition because the full-
screen design doesn’t work with existing 
capacitive fingerprint recognition and 
the scan-through ability of the under-
display fingerprint solution still has tech-
nical challenges,” the report claimed.  
The OLED iPhone may also support 3D 
sensing to allow for facial recognition 
and improved augmented reality func-
tions while improving selfie quality. The 
iPhone 8 is also predicted to feature a 
display with “the highest screen-to-body 
ratio of any phone on the market” made 
possible with the use of a ‘notch’ display 
design.

Kuo is expecting an October-Novem-
ber and August-September as production 
ramp-up schedules of OLED iPhone & 
LCD iPhone respectively. “For optimised 
promotional effect, we think Apple may 
unveil the three models simultaneously 
in September, though the launch date of 
the OLED version may trail that of LCD 
models,” the report added.

ArrayKolkata, July 4 
(IANS) Ashok Leyland, the 
flagship of the Hinduja 
Group, is aiming to cross 
35 per cent market share in 
India’s commercial vehicle 
market, a top company of-
ficial said on Tuesday.

“Last year, our market 
share was around 33 per 
cent and we are targetting 
to cross 35 per cent in the 
current fiscal,” the com-
pany’s President (Global 
Trucks) Anuj Kathuria said 
here. He said the second 
largest commercial vehicle 
manufacturer is focusing 
on northern and eastern 
market to gain the two per 
cent market share. 

Kathuria said there was 
a slowdown in sales in the 
commercial vehicles mar-
ket in India in the April-
June quarter as the demand 
came down in the last quar-
ter by 30 per cent as com-
pared with the correspond-
ing quarter last year. 

“The slowdown was due 

to transition to BS-IV but 
we have gained the market 
share from 29 per cent to 32 
per cent,” Kathuria said.

Industry-wise, the 16 
tonnes vehicle segment 
saw almost 50 per cent re-
duction in demand in the 
last quarter and post GST, 
the sales in the segment 
might pick up, he said.

Kathuria, however, said 
sales in the commercial 
vehicles market are not 
expected to be robust in 
the current quarter but it 
would be better than June 
quarter.  The market is ex-
pected to pick up in the 
second half of the current 
fiscal. The vehicle maker 
sold 28,495 units in the 
April-June quarter, down 
by nine per cent.

Speaking on the exports, 
he said the vehicle maker 
has been developing new 
markets in GCC countries, 
eastern and south SAARC 
countries, Asean region, 
east and west Africa.

Ashok Leyland aiming to 
cross 35% market share

 in 2017-18

New Delhi, July 4 (IANS) Vid-
eocon Telecom on Tuesday an-
nounced its entry into the secu-
rity and surveillance market with 
a new CCTV brand called ‘Video-
con WallCam’.

‘WallCam’ will bring a wide 
range of security and surveillance 

products with its prime focus on 
video surveillance products to 
cater to enterprises, government, 
and institutional and retail seg-
ments.

The current Rs 3,650 crore 
video surveillance market consti-
tutes 55 per cent of the overall Rs 

6,600 crore security and surveil-
lance market and is projected to 
grow at a CAGR of 26 per cent and 
reach Rs 9,150 crore by 2021.

The growth will be driven by 
households, including small com-
mercial establishment segments.

“This is where Videocon as a 
brand has its expertise in. We are 
all set to enter this market in a 
big way and capitalise on brand 
acceptability, manufacturing 
capabilities, R&D, distribution 
strength and reach,” Arvind Bali, 
CEO, Videocon Telecom, told re-
porters here. ‘Videocon WallCam’ 
is eyeing 15 per cent of the organ-
ised player market share by the 
end of 2019 and aims to be among 
the top three players in the cat-
egory by 2021.

In addition to basic surveillance 
products such as Analogue high 
definition (AHD), Internet Proto-

col (IP) and wireless camera, ‘Vid-
eocon WallCam’ will also offer 
customised security solutions to 
institutional, corporate and gov-
ernment sectors.The growth will 
be driven by households, includ-
ing small commercial establish-
ment segments.

“This is where Videocon as a 
brand has its expertise in. We are 
all set to enter this market in a 
big way and capitalise on brand 
acceptability, manufacturing 
capabilities, R&D, distribution 
strength and reach,” Arvind Bali, 
CEO, Videocon Telecom, told re-
porters here.

It will include PTZ (Pan, Tilt and 
Zoom) and vandal-proof cam-
eras, mobile vehicle cameras, ac-
cess control system, scanners and 
detectors, number plate reader 
solution and central monitoring 
system, and the like. 

Videocon Telecom launches CCTV 
brand ‘WallCam’

Lucknow, July 4 (IANS) The budget 
for the financial year 2017-18 will be 
presented in the Uttar Pradesh assem-
bly on July 11, an official said here on 
Tuesday. As per the schedule approved 
by speaker Hridaynath Dixit, there 
would be 13 sittings of the House in the 
session which will conclude on July 28. 
There would be discussion on the bud-
get on July 17 and 18 and the budgetary 
provisions would be debated on July 

19 and 20.  This process will continue 
through July 24 to 27 and on the last 
day it will be put for final vote.   Other 
than the budget, there would transac-
tion of other government business as 
well. The opposition, comprising the 
Samajwadi Party (SP), Bahaman Samaj 
Party (BSP) and the Congress are likely 
to raise issues like poor law and order 
and soaring crimes against the Yogi 
Adityanath-government.

UP budget to be presented on July 11

Bengaluru, July 4 (IANS) Infosys 
Finacle, part of Infosys-owned sub-
sidiary EdgeVerve Systems, on Tues-
day announced a partnership with 
Singapore-based fin-tech company 
Active.AI to offer enterprise Artificial 
Intelligence (AI)-based platform for 
banks globally.

The platform, in integration with 
Finacle, will help financial institu-
tions offer conversational banking 
services through chat and voice-
based interfaces across their digital 
channels. 

“Active.AI conversational banking 
offering focused on financial services 
will complement our suite of digital 
banking offerings and will help our 
clients make banking simpler for 
their customers,” said Sanat Rao, 
Chief Business Officer, Infosys Fina-
cle, in a statement. The joint solution 
will use AI to better understand cus-
tomer interactions across channels.  
With this, the end customers will be 

able to interact with software bots in 
natural language through voice and 
chat interface to access account in-
formation, pay bills, make transfers 
and access several other banking 
services.

“Partnering with Finacle helps us 
greatly increase delivery velocity for 
our mutual clients. Axis Bank is one 
of the first banks where we have in-
tegrated our AI platform with Finacle 
ecosystem,” added Parikshit Paspu-
lati, Chief Technology Officer, Active.
AI.

The solution will be available in 
multiple languages and will be of-
fered through Finacle digital chan-
nels solutions such as Finacle Online 
Banking and Finacle Mobile Bank-
ing.

Infosys Finacle partners with Active.
AI to improve banking
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New Delhi, July 4 (IANS) The govern-
ment on Tuesday appealed to industry 
to pass on the benefit of a reduction 
in taxes under GST to consumers and 
announced the setting up of a Central 
Monitoring Committee (CMC) of 15 
Secretaries to monitor the prices and 
supply situation following the roll-out 
of the new indirect tax regime.

“Prices have not gone up,” Revenue 
Secretary Hasmukh Adhia told reporters 
following the first meeting of the CMC 
here headed by the Cabinet Secretary.

“I appeal to industry to help bring 
down prices, wherever there is a reduc-
tion in tax under GST,” he said. 

Adhia informed the media that the 
CMC formed by the Cabinet Secretary 
includes the Secretaries of 15 depart-
ments of the government which have 
been instructed to attend to the issues 
faced by their individual client groups 
on account of the Goods and Services 
Tax that came into effect pan-India 
from July 1.  The CMC will meet once a 
week on every Tuesday, he added.

In this connection, the Secretary said 
his department had received 2,20,000 
applications for new registrations un-
der GST of which around half were fully 
completed. 

“Of the completed applications, 
39,000 have already been approved and 
the rest will be deemed approved in the 
next three working days, unless states 
raise objections on specific cases,” Ad-
hia said. 

He also said that the government is 
launching a GST monitoring exercise 

from Wednesday, which would involve 
assigning all districts of the country to 
senior officials for supervision. Four to 
five districts would be grouped together 
for monitoring by a Joint Secretary or 
Additional Secretary from here who 
would be linked to the field through a 
link official of the Central Board of Ex-
cise and Customs (CBEC). There would 
be 175 top officials assigned to this job 
who would report on GST to the Cabinet 
Secretary, Adhia said. 

Avinash Srivastava, Secretary in the 
Department of Consumer Affairs, said 
Consumer Affairs Minister Ram Bilas 
Paswan had allowed traders, manu-
facturers and packers three months till 
September 30 to dispose of old stocks by 
displaying the changed price according 
to a “methodology”.

According to this method, the par-
ticular business in question has to is-
sue advertisements in two newspapers 
informing the new price for items. Be-
sides, the item packaging has to display 
the new price on a sticker in a way that 
the old price is also visible.

Items which undergo a price reduc-
tion due to GST do not need to issue 
newspaper advertisements, but the 
sticker display of the new price on pack-
ing is the same for products whose pric-
es have increased, Srivastava said.

As different from the GST implement-
ed elsewhere, which generally have 
‘standard’, ‘merit’ and ‘demerit’ rates, 
the new regime in India has a four-slab 
rate structure of 5, 12, 18 and 28 per 
cent, respectively. 

Government urges industry to 
pass on price cuts due to GST
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IS IT TIME FOR THE THINK-TANK TO TAKE A CALL ON MS DHONI?

NEW DELHI JULY 4  (IANS) :    AIndia 
had just got a pasting in the 2015 World Cup 
semi-final and the media contingent was 
rushing down towards the press-conference 
room when Shane Warne crossed them. 
“What was your captain doing there, ask 
him that,” Warne said, referring to Dhoni’s 
painstaking 94-ball 65 that didn’t help as 
India lost by 95 runs.

Of course, nobody asked Dhoni anything 
about it then, but two-and-a-half years 
down the line questions are being raised 
again. Dhoni, in his attempt to play the 
consummate finisher that he once was, 
‘guided’ India to a 11-run defeat in the 

fourth ODI in Antigua against a team which 
failed to qualify for the recently-concluded 
Champions Trophy. 

The Indian think-tank, which invariably 
puts up a show of unity in a crisis these 
days, will obviously have reasons for MSD’s 
batting performance on Sunday night on a 
pitch that was two-paced but was in no way 
a graveyard for batsmen. 

The fact remains, though, that an effort 
which fetches 54 off 114 balls is difficult 
to defend in today’s time where strike 
rates have sky-rocketed. Even during the 
business end of the chase on Sunday, 
Dhoni kept banking on Hardik Pandya (20 

off 21 balls) and Ravindra Jadeja (11 off 
11 balls) to hit the big shots. Incidentally, 
both had strike-rates of 100, while he 
stayed a dismal sub-50 with only one 
boundary to show.

It’s hard for Indian sporting heroes to 
believe that they are over the hill and Dhoni 
doesn’t seem to be an exception. Even if 
we forget all about the Sunday night horror 
show, has Dhoni inspired confidence in any 
of the batting roles that he has been trying to 
perform in recent times?

Take the Champions Trophy final for 
example. True, India had lost two quick 
wickets and were staring at a huge target, 

but did Dhoni-who is projecting himself as 
the middle-order anchor nowadays, create 
a situation where India could hope for a 
fightback? Or the IPL final playing for Pune 
Supergiant, when all the team needed was 
the ‘finisher’ Dhoni to stay there to take 
home the title chasing a small total against 
Mumbai Indians?

And that’s the critical point-is Dhoni good 
enough to stay on as a No. 5 batsman till 
2019? What has been on offer in recent times 
doesn’t inspire confidence. Yes, he is still a 
magnificent limited-overs wicketkeeper, a 
brilliant reader of the game, but the batting 
is letting him down.

Men make 2017 a summer of content for Indian badminton
NEW DELHI  JULY 4  (IANS) : K Srikanth’s 

sensational run, H S Prannoy’s giant-killing 
spree and the rise of B Sai Praneeth -- men 
have stolen a rare march on women in what 
has been a summer of content for Indian 
badminton this year.

Ever since the emergence of a certain 
Saina Nehwal, women’s singles has 
dominated with the gutsy Haryana-born 
shuttler winning titles galore. And P V 
Sindhu’s meteoric rise only added to the 
supremacy that the women shuttlers 
enjoyed.

In 2010, Saina won three Super Series 
titles at Singapore, Indonesia and Hong 
Kong, besides clinching the coveted gold 
at the Delhi Commonwealth Games, a feat 
that has never been matched by any Indian 
ever since. Cut to mid 2017, Indian shuttlers 

have so far won an unprecedented four 
super series titles out of six and barring 
P V Sindhu’s win at the India Open, it’s 
the Indian men’s brigade led by Kidambi 
Srikanth, which has been on a rampage.

Srikanth clinched back-to-back titles at 
Indonesia and Australia, while Sai Praneeth 
lay claim to his maiden Super Series title at 
Singapore after defeating Srikanth in the 
summit clash.

If the duo won the titles, Prannoy won 
hearts after he sent a shocking reminder 
of his talent by stunning Olympic silver-
medallist Lee Chong Wei and Rio gold-
medallist Chen Long of China in successive 
days in Jakarta.

“The last two weeks has been fantastic. 
Not only for me, but for Prannoy and 
Sai. It is great, the way men’s singles is 

progressing and I think we have a great 
chance of winning a medal at the World 
Championship now,” said Srikanth, who is 
also a winner of the 2014 China Open and 
2015 India Open.

Prannoy adds: “I am really glad that 
badminton is growing in popularity and 
glad that I am a part of that. I just hope we 
can have three or four players in the top ten 
in the next couple of years.”

India have six shuttlers inside the World 
top-35 with Srikanth, Praneeth and Ajay 
making it to the top 20 and chief coach 
Pullela Gopichand, who produced two 
Olympic-medallists in Saina (London 
Games bronze) and Sindhu (Rio Games 
silver), feels time has come for the men 
to come out of the shadows of women’s 
singles.  “I think overall, these wins have 

put the men’s singles in a platform now. So 
we can say that they have come out of the 
shadows of women’s singles. The way the 
players are playing, we can expect more 
results in the coming months and I hope for 
more consistency from the players.”

ISLAMABAD  JULY 4   (IANS) :   Pakistan 
on Tuesday rewarded Sarfraz Ahmed with 
the country’s Test captaincy, a fortnight 
after he led the national team to an elusive 
Champions Trophy title in England.

Underdogs Pakistan trounced India by 
a record 180-run margin in the final in 
London on June 18 to lift the Champions 
Trophy, to the shock and ecstasy of the 
cricket-mad country.

Pakistan Cricket Board chairman 
Shaharyar Khan named Sarfraz Test 
captain at a ceremony honouring the 
winning team hosted by Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif in Islamabad on Tuesday.

“I take this opportunity to announce 
Ahmed as our Test captain in addition 
to one-day and Twenty20 captain,” 
Khan said. The 30-year-old will lead 
Pakistan in the three-match Test series 
against Sri Lanka, likely to be held on 
the neutral venue of the United Arab 
Emirates in October.

Ahmed has already led Pakistan in nine 
one-day internationals since last year, 
winning seven and losing two. He has also 
led in eight Twenty20s, winning seven and 
losing just one. Ahmed said leading Pakistan 
in all three formats is a great honour.

Dhoni scraped 54 off 114 balls as India failed to chase 190 vs Windies. It’s almost an acknowledged fact now that MSD is no longer the finisher

                      that he once was. And the critical point is-is Dhoni good enough to stay on as a No. 5 batsman till 2019?

PAKISTAN 
appoints Sarfraz 

Ahmed Test 
captain

Wimbledon 2017: Top seed Angelique Kerber 
eases into Wimbledon second round

Kerber started her quest to return to the Wimbledon final with a 6-4, 6-4 win over 

qualifier Falconi. Kerber was beaten by Serena Williams in the All England Club title match last 

year. Kerber is among the favourites to make it back to the final despite a rocky run in 2017.

LONDON  JULY 4  (IANS) : Angelique 
Kerber enjoyed the honour of opening 
Centre Court proceedings on Tuesday in 
the absence of title holder Serena Williams 
and, while she looked far from her best, she 
reached the Wimbledon second round with 
a 6-4, 6-4 win over Irina Falconi.

The German world number one, a first 
round loser at the French Open just five 
weeks ago, has been struggling to recapture 
the form that carried her into three grand 

slam finals in 2016. However, Kerber, who 
won two of those majors and finished runner 
up to Williams at the All England Club last 
July, ensured she would not add her name 
to the list of Wimbledon top seeds to have 
perished in the opening round.

Instead, she survived the plucky challenge 
of American qualifier Falconi to register her 
first win at a grand slam tournament since 
bowing out in the fourth round at January’s 
Australian Open. Falconi had her chances to 

chalk up her first win in five appearances at 
Wimbledon, breaking Kerber once in each set.

However, the world number 247’s lack of 
experience eventually caught up with her 
and a double fault handed Kerber two break 
points for a 5-4 lead in the second set.

The German converted the second and 
then finished with a flourish, holding to 
love to seal the match with a forehand 
winner. Next up for her will be Belgian 
Kirsten Flipkens.

Sachin Siwach, 2 others enter semifinals 
at Asian Youth boxingBANGKOK OBLAST  JULY 4  

(IANS) :   World youth champion 
Sachin Siwach (49kg), along with two 
others, advanced to the semifinals, 
rounding off a good day for India at the 
Asian Youth Boxing Championships 
on Tuesday.

Sachin defeated Filipino James Ian 
Solis in a unanimous verdict. He will 
next be up against Thailand’s Panmod 
Thitisan, who got the better of Rustam 
Muratov of Kyrgyzstan.

Also advancing to the semifinals 
was Etash Muhammed Khan 
(56kg) and Sachin (75kg). Khan 
outpunched Filipino Laurente Pitt to 
set up a clash with Thailand’s Pluem 
Wangkhlaklang. Wangkhlaklang 

Sachin Siwach, who defeated James Ian Solis , will next be up against Thailand’s Panmod Thitisan. 
Also advancing to the semifinals was Etash Muhammed Khan (56kg) and Sachin (75kg). India thus 

have six boxers in the semi-final stage, assuring the country of at least six medals

defeated Iran’s Ashkan Rezaei. 
Sachin, on the other hand, had 
no trouble going past Japan’s 
Riku Kondo. He will be up against 
Zhu Chao of China. Chao beat 
Muntadher Al-Fartoosi.

However, it was curtains for 
Himmat Singh (91kg). Singh lost 
to Danila Semenov of Kazakhstan. 
India thus have six boxers in the 
semi-final stage, assuring the 

country of at least six medals. 
Naveen Boora (69kg) and Ankit 
(60kg) had made it to the last-
four stage of the tournament 
yesterday. 

Harshpreet Sahrawat (+91 Kg) 
has got a direct entry into the 
semifinals due to the small size of 
the draw. He will face Uzbekistan’s 
Mullojonov Lazizbek on July 6 
with Wednesday being a rest day.

Arina Rodionova ends Australia's Wimbledon woe
LONDON  JULY 4  (IANS) : Arina 

Rodionova saved Australia's blushes -- and 
seven match points -- as she became the 
first Aussie through to the second round at 
Wimbledon on Tuesday after five previous 
hopefuls crashed out.

The qualifier, and world number 166, 
dumped out Russian 16th seed Anastasia 
Pavlyuchenkova 6-3, 6-7 (6/8), 9-7 in a 
rollercoaster encounter, taking it on her own 
fifth match point.

The Australian number four's reward for 
her first Wimbledon singles win is a second 
round clash with Han Xinyun of China or 
Kazakhstani wildcard Zarina Diyas.

Earlier, Bernard Tomic's defeat in the 
first round left Australia with just two 
representatives in the men's draw. Tomic, 
the world number 59, lost to German 27th 

seed Mischa Zverev in an hour and 24 
minutes in a 6-4, 6-3, 6-4 defeat -- making 
it played five, lost five for Australians at 
Wimbledon before Rodionova's heroics.

On Monday's opening day, Australian 
number one Nick Kyrgios retired hurt, 
struggling with a left hip injury, while John 
Millman lost to Rafael Nadal in straight sets 
and qualifier Andrew Whittington lost to 
Thiago Monteiro.

Meanwhile in the women's draw, Ashleigh 
Barty lost to fourth seed Elena Svitolina.

Australia's remaining hopes in the men's 
draw are Jordan Thompson, who plays 
Spanish 25th seed Albert Ramos-Vinolas, 
and Thanasi Kokkinakis, who faces 29th seed 
and former US Open winner Juan Martin del 
Potro. In the women's draw, 20th seed Daria 
Gavrilova was in action against Croatian 

qualifier Petra Martic. Australia's 2011 US 
Open winner Sam Stosur is out injured.

Tomic had got the better of Zverev at the 
Eastbourne warm-up tournament but there 
was to be no repeat in southwest London.

Tomic had to call the trainer for treatment 
at one point during the match.

"He knows what to do on the grass court, 
knows what shots to use. He beat me quite 
easily a few days ago, so I was expecting very 
tough match," Zverev said.

"I was able to break him in the important 
moments, especially first set and second 
set early on. "I think also he didn't feel 100 
percent today, because he called the doctor, 
and there were a few games when I felt 
like he was struggling. "I don't know what 
was wrong with him but I could definitely 
tell he was not 100 percent. But then on 

the other hand it kind of made it almost 
tougher for me, because I didn't know what 
to expect, because between points he was 
walking slowly, and he definitely acted like 
something was wrong.

"But then he would still, if the ball is 
within reach, he would still hit the ball 
hard, especially with the forehand, place it 
well, and hit a lot of winners." Despite the 
setbacks so far, Kyrgios backed Kokkinakis 
to cause an upset against Del Potro.

"Kok is playing really well. He's got a great 
game. He's healthy at least. I think anything 
can happen. I think that's one of the toughest 
first rounds. I think Kokkinakis can definitely 
win, though," he said. Australians won the 
title 13 times between 1956 and 1971 and 
they are third on the all-time list behind 
Britain and the United States.
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The internet has been abuzz 
about Bollywood celebs like 
Salman Khan,  Aishwarya Rai 
Bachchan, Aamir Khan, Deepi-
ka Padukone, Priyanka Chopra, 
Irrfan Khan being invited by the 
Oscars Academy this year. No, 
not for representing any film 
but to be a part of the class that 
will help the Academy nomi-
nate the best movies for the 
next year Oscar’s slab.  I mean, 
at least that’s what the reports 
suggest where many are even 
debating how Shah Rukh Khan 
has been snubbed from this list 
despite fitting all the criteria to 
be a part of the Academy class. 
Also read: Salman Khan, Aish-
warya Rai Bachchan, Priyanka 
Chopra, Aamir Khan invited to 
the Oscar Academy’s Class of 
2017

When BollywoodLife EX-
CLUSIVELY got a chance to 
meet Salman Khan, we asked 
the superstar to comment on 
this prestigious Oscar invite 
but much to our surprise, he 
didn’t even have a clue about 
this news. Yes, he instantly 
denied the reports the minute 
I mentioned Oscars saying, 
“No, there is no such thing..I have been invited to the Hin- di film awards, jitne bhi hote 

hai, which I go and perform 
at.” Does that mean there’s no 
truth to Salman being invited 
by the Oscars Academy? Or 
has Salman turned down the 
invite?

Let’s no forget, even when 
Salman Khan’s Bajrangi Bhai-
jaan was picked as India’s offi-
cial Oscar entry back, the actor 
wasn’t much excited about it. 
He had said, “We made the film 
for our audiences here.. (for) 
people of Asia. People have 
liked the film in India, Pakistan 
and now in China. I don’t make 
films for business. It is painful 
(working on a film) and it looks 
like we are having fun but we 
are not. My job as an actor is 
to put myself in trouble, to go 
against age and against every-
thing. So, when the people go 
to theatres they should have 
fun. My job ends there. After 
that what (film) goes where 
(Oscars) doesn’t matter… It 
doesn’t interest me.”

In that case, we don’t think 
The Academy Awards holds 
any relevance to Salman. Keep 
watching this space for more 
updates on this story, right 
here, only on BollywoodLife.

Ever wondered what 
would it feel like to meet 
your favourite celebrity, 
especially if it is THE Shah 
Rukh Khan? Wouldn’t that 
be the best moment of your 
life? Well, obviously! The 
same happened with a fan 
who happened to see Shah 

Rukh at the song launch 
of Beech Beech Mein song 
from Jab Harry Met Sejal. 
When he saw his favourite 
superstar, he couldn’t help 
but get all emotional. While 
the paparazzi couldn’t get 
enough of the actor as he 
headed to his car post the 

song launch event, this cra-
zy fan somehow managed 
to get into the middle of the 
crowd and started to cry. 
Shah Rukh saw that and im-
mediately called him ahead 
to take a selfie with him. 
Aww, Shah Rukh… You are 
such a sweetheart! The vid-
eo of this fan crying badly 
is going viral on social me-
dia. In case if you haven’t 
watched it, here’s the link.. 
Check it out! (ALSO READ: 
Jab Harry Met Sejal song 
Beech Beech Mein: Shah 
Rukh Khan and Anushka 
Sharma bring in their sexy 
swag for this peppy club 
number)

Shah Rukh Khan and 
Anushka Sharma were 
present at the song launch 
of Beech Beech Mein, the 
second song from their film 
Harry Met Sejal. It’s a peppy 
track, a perfect party num-
ber from the SRK – Anushka 
starrer. While most of Shah 
Rukh Khan’s fans have giv-
en it a thumbs up, some of 
them aren’t very happy with 
it. So as far as social media 
is concerned, the song has 
got mixed responses so far. 

Exclusive! Salman Khan REACTS on being invited
 by the Oscars Academy

When Shah Rukh Khan left
 a fan CRYING

There is a lot of number 7 in 
Shahid Kapoor’s life

Shahid Kapoor has a strange 
connection with the number 7 
and when we say that, we are not 
exaggerating at all. Apparently, 
there is a lot of number 7 in the 
actor’s life. And no, we are not 
just talking about the numbers of 
his cars which add to 7. The exis-
tence of number 7 in Shahid’s life 
goes far beyond that. Curious to 

know more? Read on…
Shahid Kapoor formed a con-

nection with 7 as soon as he was 
born

Shahid Kapoor formed a con-
nection with the number 7 on the 
very day he came to this Earth. 
The actor was born on February 
25, 1981. The numbers 2 and 5, 
which form 25, add to 7. Thus, 
it wouldn’t be wrong to say that 
Shahid got associated with the 

lucky number 7 as soon as he was 
born.

Shahid Kapoor’s wife Mira Ra-
jput too has a 7 connection!

It might just be a strange co-
incidence but Shahid Kapoor’s 
wifey dearest Mira Rajput too is a 
number 7 girl if her date of birth 
is to be taken into consideration. 
Mira was born on September 7, 
1994. As per numerology, num-
ber 7 denotes love. With both 
Shahid and Mira being number 
7 individuals, there is no wonder 
why there is so much love be-
tween the couple.

7 is there in Shahid Kapoor’s 
wedding date too

Shahid Kapoor’s connection 
with the number 7 doesn’t just 
end here. His wedding date too 
has a relationship with the num-
ber 7.  The actor got married to 
Mira Rajput on July 7, 2015. Not 
only was it the 7th day of the 
month but the month itself was 
7th. Intentional or merely a coin-
cidence, we wonder.

Shahid Kapoor and his bizarre 
connection with the number 7

And if all that was not enough, 
we have got another angle to 
prove Shahid Kapoor’s connec-
tion with the number 7. At the 
time of getting married, Shahid 
was 34. Add 3 and 4 and you 
again have 7. Stunned at the ac-
tor’s bizarre link with the lucky 7? 
So are we.

3 allegations Mandana Karimi made in 
her divorce petition against Gaurav Gupta

Mandana Karimi is all 
over the news and not 
for the right reasons. The 
actress who got married 
to her boyfriend, Gaurav 
Gupta on 25th January 
2015, has filed a divorce 
petition against him. Looks 
like things didn’t go as ro-
mantically as we thought 
they would. The actress 
has also filed a domes-
tic violence case against 
her husband and her in-
laws claiming that Gaurav 
barred her from entering 
their house seven weeks 
back. The actress filed the 
petition on Monday, as per 
reports in Midday. The ac- tress has also filed a com- plaint against her moth-

er-in-law for harassment 
and has made demands of 
monetary reliefs in the pe-
tition.

She told the publica-
tion,” I was thrown out 
of my matrimonial house 
seven weeks ago. I made 
desperate attempts to rec-
oncile with them, but my 
in-laws didn’t allow me 
back. Gaurav has cut me 
off.” The two were dating 
for two years before they 
decided to tie the knot 
and it was a very romantic 
wedding, which is why we 
were quite taken aback to 
hear about their divorce so 
soon. Though the actress or 
her lawyer haven’t revealed 
anything more, Mandana 
has made three allegations 
against her husband in her 
divorce petition. 
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Shahid Kapoor has a strange connection with 
the number 7 and we have facts to prove that

Producer Ekta Kapoor has said she 
came up with a “sassy promo” for 
“Lipstick Under My Burkha” as she 
wanted the film to reach out to wider 
audiences rather than being confined 
to the art film zone.

The movie hit a roadblock with the 
Central Board of Film Certification 
(CBFC) soon after Ekta came onboard 
as a distributor but it only strength-
ened her desire to take the movie to 
the masses. “The film made me angry. 
I saw the film and realised we really 
live in a world where as women we 
are not allowed to do or say anything. 
Here was this entertaining movie that 
spoke about what I think. Why didn’t I 

think of it? I loved it,” Ekta, 42, told PTI 
in an interview.

She came onboard the project 
when it had already hit a roadblock. 
Jha called her to watch the film and 
asked whether she would like to dis-
tribute and she immediately agreed. 
“I decided to distribute this movie 
knowing that I might not earn profits. 
Then I was hoping we would get a cer-
tificate and that’s when it landed into 
a soup with the censor board.” Also 
Read: Ratna Pathak Shah on Lipstick 
Under My Burkha: It is not the kind of 
role that comes to an actress of my age

The board was criticised for being 
regressive by refusing certification to 

‘Lipstick…’ as the film was “lady- ori-
ented”.

The makers approached the Film 
Certification Appellate Tribunal 
(FCAT), which directed the CBFC to 
certify the film with few cuts.

After the film was cleared for re-
lease, Ekta’s team came up with an 
edgy poster of the film, which depicts 
a woman showing her middle finger.

“I thought, will this be an ‘artie’ 
movie that 200 people will watch or 
a film where I’ll get more and more 
women to see it? So, we got a sassy 
promo out, edgy as hell with great 
Hindi ‘masala’ music and have more 
women pay attention to it.

I felt this was the way to go forward.” 
As someone who has produced shows 
on TV before venturing into cinema, 
Ekta understands the duality of the 
audiences in India. “‘Hamare khaane 
ke daant aur, dikhane ke daant aur 
hain’. What I say in front of my par-
ents, I won’t repeat the same with my 
friends. And we are okay with it.

“This is our society, this is how 
we’ve been brought up.

But it doesn’t mean I don’t like dis-
cussing such topics. It means I will 
take up these issues in a different me-
dium at the right time.”

Ekta said lipstick, as a symbol, had 
less to do with vanity and more to do 
with freedom of choice.

“When you wear lipstick for vanity, 
it makes you look good. A lot of wom-
en say they wear lipstick when they 
want to feel good. I read somewhere 
‘there is nothing that a right shade of 
lipstick can’t fix’. So many acts by us 
are a form of rebellion.”

Ekta Kapoor: Lipstick Under My Burkha 
made me angry

After Raabta, Sushant Singh Ra-
jput and Kriti Sanon are all set to ro-
mance each other in T Series’ new 
single, Paas Aao. The song is in-
spired from the famous advertising 
jingle, that was sung by Sona Mo-
hapatra. But looks like the singer, 
who doesn’t hesitate to speak her 
mind, has struck back after hearing 
about these reports. We know how 
Sona gives it back if she doesn’t like 
something and looks like that is 
exactly what she did. When Amaal 
Malik, the new single’s composer, 
announced the song on Twitter, 
Sona tweeted back and expressed 
her unhappiness.

Sona tweeted, “If this is true then 
nothing makes me sadder that our 
song made iconic on its own inde-
pendent strength will now have the 
Bolly tropes. Meh.” Amaal replied 
back to her, saying, “True that but 
the brand and the label are behind 
this :)” When a fan tweeted, “It’s a 

trend nw to remix old songs into 
Bolly movies.And it’s gonna stay for 
sometime. I am happy that atleast a 
good composer is doing it,” Amaal 
responded back and said, “Actually 
its not a movie its an advertisement 
jingle and I’m just adding my touch 

to it as they wanted to make it into 
a 2 min video!” Sona Mohapa-
tra further added that she is fine 
with the song being recreated, but 
would have wished to see singers 
being featured in it. Check out the 
whole Twitter exchange here:

Sona Mohapatra strikes back! The singer is unhappy that 
Sushant Singh Rajput and Kriti Sanon are recreating Paas Aao


