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Europeans snub trade text at 
China’s Silk Road summit

Take preventive steps 
before disaster: Rajnath

Chandigarh/New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) 
Breaking his silence on the brutal rape and 
murder of a 22-year-old woman in Haryana, 
Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar on Mon-
day said the Rohtak case will be tried in a fast-
track court and the guilty will not be spared.

Interacting with the media in New Delhi, 
Khattar said such heinous crimes would not be 
tolerated at any cost and that the guilty would be 
punished. He said that those involved in the Gu-
rugram rape incident would also be punished.

The Haryana Police have formed a Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) to investigate the 
crime. Taking suo motu cognisance of the brutal 
gang-rape in Haryana -- reminiscent of the 2012 
Nirbhaya gang-rape case in Delhi, the National 
Commission for Women (NCW) had on Sunday 
sought a fair and speedy trial in the case.

Tehran, May 15 (IANS) Tehran Mayor Moham-
ad Baqer Qalibaf on Monday announced his with-
drawal from the upcoming Iranian presidential 
election while expressing his support to conserva-
tive candidate, cleric Ebrahim Raisi.

According to local media reports, the decision 
was made after the central council of the Popular 
Forces of the Islamic Revolution held a meeting to 
assess the situation ahead of Friday’s election, The 
Tehran Times reported.

At the meeting, both Raisi and Qalibaf an-
nounced their readiness to withdraw in favour 
of the other. However, at the end Qalibaf gave up 
the bid for the presidential post and insisted that 
he will use all his energy for Raisi’s victory in the 
race to unseat the “incapable” incumbent govern-
ment.

“I ask all my supporters in the country to sup-
port the success of our great brother Hojatoleslam 
Seyed Ebrahim Raisi,” Qalibaf stated in a letter 
published in social media.

Fast-track court to try Rohtak 
rape-murder case

Tehran Mayor drops out of 
Iranian presidential race
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RCB take 
wooden spoon, 
but end season 

with winIPL-2017
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Anushka Sharma is STALKING Shah Rukh 
Khan and the actor is not impressed

India, Pakistan 
face off in ICJ 

over Jadhav

No clean chit to officer who used 
local as human shield yet: Army 

The Hague, May 15 
(IANS) India and Pakistan 
on Monday clashed at 
the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) over the fate 
of alleged spy Kulbushan 
Jadhav with New Delhi in-
voking the court’s jurisdic-
tion to see that the death 
sentence against him was 
annulled immediately.

But Pakistan rejected the 
plea on the ground that In-
dia had no right to invoke 
the jurisdiction of the UN’s 
highest court because the 
Vienna Convention does 
not provide for matters 
relating to spies, terrorists 
and those who indulge in 
espionage.

However, Islamabad 
suffered a jolt when it was 
not allowed by the court to 

play the video containing 
a purported confession by 
Jadhav, a former navy offi-
cial, who India says was ab-
ducted from Iran and taken 
to Balochistan.

At the end of the day’s 
proceedings ICJ Presi-
dent Ronny Abraham an-
nounced that the verdict in 
the matter would be given 
“as soon as possible” and 
the date delivered in a pub-
lic sitting.

The Indian case was put 
up strongly by noted lawyer 
Harish Salve who demand-
ed that Pakistan should 
annul Jadhav’s death sen-
tence and see that he was 
not executed as his trial 
was held under “farcical” 
circumstances in violation 
of the Vienna Convention.

Srinagar/New Delhi, May 
15 (IANS) The Indian Army 
on Monday denied that the 
court of inquiry (COI) had 
given a clean chit to an of-
ficer who had tied a local 
youth in front of a vehicle 
last month to avoid attack 
from stone-pelters.

In the wake of media re-
ports saying that the COI 
had exonerated and even 
appreciated Major Nitin 
Gogoi for his action on April 
9, Defence Ministry spokes-
man in Srinagar Col Rajesh 
Kalia said that proceedings 

were still on. “The Court of 
Inquiry concerned with the 
incident wherein a civilian 
was tied to an Army jeep is 
still incomplete.

“Reports in some sec-
tions of the media of the 
army Major being given a 
clean chit are speculative,” 
he said.

An army spokesman in 
New Delhi said: “The court of 
inquiry has not given its re-
port yet. It is inappropriate to 
speculate on the findings of 
the inquiry.”  Earlier reports 
had said that Gogoi, who had 

reportedly tied a youth to the 
bonnet of a jeep as a ‘human 
shield’ on April 9 to avoid at-
tack from stone pelters in 
Badgam, had been given a 
clean chit and the COI had 
even appreciated his attempt 
to avoid casualties.

A video of a man tied on 
an army vehicle’s bonnet, 
shot on April 9 during Sri-
nagar by-polls, which saw 
a dismal 7.13 percent turn-
out among widespread vio-
lence and later posted on 
social media, had led to an 
uproar. 

Sunita Kejriwal wages twitter 
war with Kapil Mishra

RSS using BJP to pursue 
‘fascist’ agenda, says CPI 

New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) Sunita 
Kejriwal, Delhi Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal’s wife, on Monday 
waged a Twitter war with suspend-
ed AAP leader Kapil Mishra after he 
levelled serious corruption charges 
against her husband. The Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) chief’s wife slammed 
Mishra saying that he would “face 
the consequences of the false alle-
gations that he has made”. “Law of 
nature never errs, seeds of betrayal, 
false allegations sown, so shall he 
(Kapil Mishra) reap. Inevitable,” 

she tweeted. Mishra responded and 
said that Sunita was “troubled” with 
the downfall of her husband and he 
won’t speak against her.

“Sunita Kejriwal is a loyal wife. 
She has no knowledge of which 
kind of conspiracies are being made 
at her home. She is just doing her 
duty,” Mishra said in a tweet.

“Sunita Kejriwal is unaware of the 
truth. She is troubled by the down-
fall of her husband. I won’t say a 
single word for her even if she says 
anything to me,” Mishra said. 

Raigad/Mumbai, May 15 
(IANS) The Communist Party of 
India (CPI) On Monday accused 
the RSS of using the Bharatiya 
Janata Party governments at the 
centre and states to pursue its 
“fascist” agenda.

Against this backdrop, the 
CPI also signaled a major shift 
in its policy by announcing 
plans to mobilise and unite “all 
secular, democratic and Leftist 
forces in the country” to com-
bat the RSS-BJP. The CPI said 

that following the BJP victory 
in Uttar Pradesh and Uttara-
khand, and capturing power 
“through manipulation” in Goa 
and Manipur, it is clear that the 
RSS is directly behind the “fas-
cistic offensive” using the Modi 
Government and the BJP-led 
governments in different states.

UP is almost burning since the 
government of Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath took over with-
out a single day free of attacks on 
Dalits, minorities and women, it 

said. CPI National Council Sec-
retary Atulkumar Anjan claimed 
that gangrapes and molestations 
are so rampant that women gen-
erally fear traveling in buses or 
trains even with their families in 
UP. “All the organisations of the 
RSS have been given a free hand 
to launch any type of offensive to 
hasten the caste and communal 
polarisation. The administration 
and police either remain mute or 
extend help to RSS outfits in their 
offensive,” he said.

New Delhi, May 15 
(IANS) The Central gov-
ernment on Monday told 
the Supreme Court that if 
the latter invalidates the 
men-centric triple talaq 
that is discriminatory to 
Muslim women, then it 
would bring a new divorce 
law that would be fair and 
equal to both men and 
women in the community.

As Attorney General 
Mukul Rohatgi argued 
against triple talaq and 
stressed the need to strike 
it down, the five judges 
constitution bench head-
ed by Chief Justice Jagdish 
Singh Khehar asked him if 
this is done, then what will 
happen to Muslim men 
who went to end their 
marriage.

“If we accept that giving 
unfettered rights to a hus-
band is bad and we strike 

down triple talaq, then 
where will Muslim men go 
for divorce,” asked Justice 
Uday Umesh Lalit who, 
along with the CJI, Justice 
Kurian Joseph, Justice Ro-
hinton Fali Nariman and 
Justice S. Abdul Nazeer are 
on the constitution bench.

Without losing a mo-
ment, Rohatgi told the 
bench that if they strike 
down the all three - triple 
talaq, Nikah Halala and 
polygamy, then the gov-

ernment will bring a new 
law. At this, Chief Justice 
Khehar said that the top 
court was not just the 
“guardian to the Consti-
tution but also that of the 
Minorities Act.”

At the outset of the hear-
ing, the Attorney General 
urged the court to exam-
ine not just the validity of 
the triple talaq vis-a-vis 
the Constitution but also 
that of the Nikah Halal 
and polygamy. Citing the 

limited time that is avail-
able, the bench said that 
as of now it would focus 
on the validity of triple 
talaq, leaving other two is-
sues for the future.

Appearing for the All 
India Muslim Personal 
Law Board, senior counsel 
Kapil Sibal told the bench 
that the “issue is not talaq, 
the issue is patriarchy” or 
a state of society which is 
inherently discriminatory 
of this or that religion.

Describing the issue as 
“highly complex” which 
can’t be resolved easily, 
he referred to Hindu Code 
under which customs are 
still protected, noting that 
even under 2006 Hindu 
Succession (Amendment) 
Act, 2005, a father can be-
queath his entire property 
to his son without giving 
anything to his daughter.

If triple talaq struck down, then new 
divorce law will come, Centre tells SC

Ransomware attack: India remains 
vigilant as more reports pour in

New Delhi/Beijing/Washing-
ton, May 15 (IANS) After infect-
ing over two lakh computers and 
crippling life in 150 countries, the 
global ransomware attack con-
tinued for the third day on Mon-
day, with more reports of hack-
ing pouring in from India, China 
and Japan as offices re-opened 
after a tumultuous weekend.

Officials who opened the 
computer at the Thariyode pan-
chayat office in the hilly district 
of Wayanad found that four 
of their computers had been 
hacked. Likewise, another vil-
lage panchayat at Aruvapulam 
near Konni in Pathanamthitta 
district got a similar virus mes-
sage when their computer was 

switched on. IT experts were 
working on these systems. In 
West Bengal’s West Midnapore 
district, at least eight computers 
of the state-run electricity dis-
tributor were affected. Experts 
were ascertaining whether it 
was the same malware virus 
behind the world’s biggest ran-
somware attack.

The Lieutenant Governor of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Dr. Jagdish 
Mukhi calling on the Union HM, Shri Rajnath Singh in New on May 15, 2017.

The Ambassador of Morocco to India, Mr. Mohamed Maliki meeting the 
Minister of State for Commerce & Industry (Independent Charge), Smt. Nirmala 

Sitharaman, in New Delhi on May 15, 2017. PIB



2 City Indian Horizon
Tuesday, May 16, 2017

To Advertise in 

INDIAN HORIZON
English Daily

at concessional rates. 
Pleasing display, 

Wider reach
Please contact:

040-66616611, 66839818,
or Email: Indian1horizon@gmail.com,  
feedbackhorizon@gmail.com,

ADVERTISEMENTS INVITED

Successful Implo-
sion  at SIET Colony

Hyderabad, May 15: The GHMC has carried out 
for the second time, the implosion of the unauthor-
ised building at Guttala Begumpet after implosion 
on May 8 and today it proved successful. All the 
floors crumbled as planned.  In total, 17.25 kgs of 
explosives and 169 detonators were used for the 
demolition purpose. The Commissioner, GHMC Dr 
Janardhan Reddy said that there was no damage to 
the neighbouring building which is less than one 
meter away. 33KV main power line carrying power 
to Miyapur was live while the building was implod-
ed and there was no damage to the power line also.

As per the technical experts,  the ground vibra-
tions and noise arising out of the implosion were 
measured. Noise resulting from the implosion as 
measured in the neighbouring building was 114.8 
decibels. Maximum ground vibrations were 1.5 
mm/sec, which is much less than the permissible 
limits.  It may be recalled that the GHMC has car-
ried out implosion at Siet colony, Guttala Begumpet 
on May 8, of an unauthorized construction of Stilt 
+ 5 floors made in the FTL / Buffer zone of Sunnam 
Cheruvu at Plot No.22, SIET Colony,  Serilingam-
pally on experimental basis with a technology of im-
plosion and the demolition was partially successful 
due to some reasons. After taking the opinion from 
JNTU Engineering Professors and ensuring that the 
building is structurally stable, it was decided to re-
move brick walls manually before going for implo-
sion. After suggestions from experts in the field the 
second implosion has been taken today and was 
successful.

Officials Make 
Bicycle Tour in 
S’Nagar Circle

Hyderabad, May 15: As per the directions of  K.T. 
Rama Rao,  Minister for MA&UD, East Zone offi-
cials today made a tour of Gaddiannaram Division 
in Saroornagar Circle on bicycles. Accompanied by 
the local Corporator, C.N. Raghu Prasad, ZC (East), 
Srinivas Rao, DC, EE, AE, AMOH and other sanita-
tion staff, all major lanes and by lanes are covered. 
It is an opportunity to meet and interact with the 
local communities more closely. Following are 
the outcomes:  Very frequently commuted roads 
also looked differently on bicycle ride, and oth-
erwise not so prominent potholes, cross cuttings 
on roads, traffic obstructing road encroachments 
have met the eye;  Reduction of unnecessary height 
of a public bore well at Bombay steel shop would 
greatly ease the traffic congestion on the road cor-
ner leading to sub-lane; Shifting of utilities on busy 
P&amp;T Colony road is felt necessary at 3 places;  
A penalty of Rs.5000/- each has been imposed at 
3 places for laying construction material on road; 
Sanitation is found to be good, but small quantities 
of debris to be lifted from 7 locations identified; At 
4 places manholes are found to be above road level, 
while it is below road level in one place.  .

NHA Changing f
ace of Agriculture 

in India
Hyderabad, May 15: New Holland Agriculture, 

one of the leading agricultural equipment brands 
globally, has recently announced the delivery of 
600 tractors to Myanmar through the Agricultural 
Mechanisation Department (AMD) retail selling 
project initiated by Myanmar’s Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Livestock and Irrigation (MOALI). 500 of these 
tractors are the 75 hp New Holland TT75 (sold in 
India as the 7500) manufactured in the state-of-
the-art plant at Greater Noida, in Uttar Pradesh.  
Gabriele Lucano, Country Head of CNH Industrial 
India, commented: “We are proud to be a part of 
the Myanmar government’s commitment to pro-
mote agricultural mechanisation. 

The tractors we are supplying from our India 
plant will play a major role in modernising and up-
grading farming practices in Myanmar.

Hyderabad, May 15: Dharna 
Chowk near Indra Park, the epi-
centre of democratic protests 
by various political parties and 
organisations for the past many 
years, has on Monday virtually 
turned into a battle ground with 
Opposition parties and TJAC 
members coming to a clash 
with the police and the local 
people.

The TJAC and the Opposition 
parties have given the “Chalo 
Dharna Chowk” call to express 
their protest against the state 
government’s decision to ban 
any sort of protests, dharnas 
or rallies near IndraPark. The 
spot where these protest meet-
ings were being held for the 
past many years has come to be 
known as Dharna Chowk. How-
ever, the State Government has 
recently banned any protest 
meetings at Dharna Chowk on 
the pretext that the locality peo-
ple, besides the morning walk-
ers and sports persons, have 
demanded that the area might 
be declared as a protest-free 
zone. Demanding that status 
quo should be maintained at 
Dharna Chowk, the TJAC mem-
bers and all the opposition par-

ties decided to hold a meeting 
this morning. The police made 
elaborate security arrange-
ments to foil the attempt by the 
opposition parties to converge 
at the place. Even barricades 
were erected in the area.

Trouble started when hun-
dreds of supporters of the Left 
Parties, JAC members and Jana 
Sena activists reached the spot 
raising slogans and holding 

placards. Surprisingly scores of 
local people, also holding plac-
ards supporting the decision of 
the government, also reached 
the spot. This led to a clash be-
tween both the groups forcing 
the police to intervene.

As both the groups clashed 
with each other, making full use 
of the lathis and sticks meant 
for placards, and also hurling 
plastic chairs, the police resort-

ed to a lathi-charge. The already 
tense atmosphere further esca-
lated into a serious situation 
with the arrival of Congress and 
TDP activists led by leaders like 
V. Hanumantha Rao, Revanth 
Reddy, L. Ramana and others. 
Both the groups indulged in 
hurling stones at each other. 
Many were injured in the stone 
throwing as well as police lathi 
charge.

TJAC Chairman Prof. Kodan-
daram accused the state gov-
ernment of deliberately creat-
ing disturbance and tension 
in the area by instigating the 
people. Asserting they were ex-
pressing their resentment over 
the government’s decision on 
Dharna Chowk in a democratic 
and peaceful manner, he al-
leged the government was en-
couraging unsocial elements to 
attack them.

 Congress leader V. Hanu-
mantha Rao and TDP legislator 
Revanth Reddy also accused 
the government of instigating 
the so-called local residents to 
attack those demanding res-
toration of dharna chowk. ‘We 
will relentlessly fight for forcing 
the government to withdraw its 
ban order’, they declared. Re-
vanth Reddy reacted strongly 
against Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao for provoking 
people against each other. Cit-
ing the visuals in the TV Chan-
nels, Revanth Reddy said that 
few police constables were 
made to come in civil dress and 
protest against opposition par-
ties, and demanding relocation 
of Dharna Chowk.

Hyderabad, May 15: 
Municipal Administra-
tion Minister KT Rama 
Rao today said that the 
government is planning 
to develop Peddapalli and 
Bhupalapally as Munici-
palities for rapid develop-
ment of the civic bodies, 
by giving a boost to in-
frastructure and facilities 
across the state.     

Addressing a review 
meeting with the commis-
sioners of municipalities 
here,  the Minister said that 

Rs 5000 crore loan guar-
antee will be given by the 
government to strengthen 
the civic bodies with in-
frastructure and facilities. 
The Government and civic 
bodies should work in 
tandem to ensure that the 
peoples’ demands are met 
with, he said added that 
the latter are not seeking a 
solution to many petty is-
sues. The top brass of the 
civic bodies make persis-
tent efforts in this regard 
and avoid negligence in 

the execution of works be-
ing taken up, he said. The 
IT minister said that the 
government is focusing 
on the new districts which 
have to get all the facilities, 
adding that citizen service 
centres will be set up in 
municipalities. Each such 
centre will get Rs 5 lakh 
to Rs 10 lakhs and the of-
ficials should address their 
grievances avoiding any 
delay, he said.

KTR appealed to the Mu-
nicipal chiefs to see that the 
people get respect and file 
complaints fairly on their 
problems which should be 
addressed in a time bound 
manner. He also asked that 
the civic bodies should con-
duct frequent meetings and 
avoid any sort of disputes 
for media coverage and con-
duct a fair debate on the is-
sues. The civic officials were 
instructed to collect 100 per 
cent taxes next year and 
make efforts for improving 
services to the people.

Hyderabad, May 15: A notorious gang 
of habitual Offenders involved in a num-
ber of property offences were arrested,  
a net cash of RS. 30,000 was recovered 
from them.  The accused are Syed Im-
ran s/o Syed Jaffar (Late), 26-years, Auto 
Driver r/o backside Omar Hotel, Hafez 
Baba Nagar; Syed Ibrahim  s/o Syed 
Akith, 22-years, Auto Driver r/o Phisal-
banda, Riyasath Nagar Market, Santosh 
Nagar, and Syed Nizam s/o Syed Jahan-
gir, 23-years, Welder and Auto Driver r/o 
Talabkatta, Yakuthpura.  

The accused persons are auto drivers 
and they used to commit theft of cash 
from the passengers travelling in their 
autos. For the first time, Syed Imran ar-
rested in the year 2010 by Santosh Nagar 
Police. In the year 2015, the second ac-
cused was arrested by Afzalgunj Police 
for the similar offences.     

They have committed two offences of 
ordinary theft in the limits of Chilkal-
guda Police Station and committed theft 
of net cash from the passengers travel-
ling in their autos on  May 1 and  May 
8. On credible information, the accused 
persons have been apprehended at Chil-
kalguda X Roads today, while they were 

moving under suspicious circumstances 
with their auto and on meticulous inter-
rogation, they confessed to having com-
mitted the above offences. The stolen 
property including the vehicle used for 
the commission of the offence has been 
recovered and seized they are being pro-
duced in the Honourable Court for judi-
cial remand.

The good work done by  K. Sriniva-
sulu, Addl. Inspector of Police, with the 
coordination of  Ch. Harish Kaushik, In-
spector of Police, Chilkalguda P.S. with 
the active assistance of  Ch. Venkatadri, 
DSI and the crime staff of Chilkalguda 
PS under the supervision of  K. Srinivasa 
Rao, ACP, Gopalpuram Division and able 
guidance of DCP, North Zone.

Hyderabad, May 15: 
Dr.B.Janardhan Reddy, 
Commissioner, GHMC  
made a surprise visit and 
inspections in Charminar 
Circle areas today in the 
early morning where he 
has inspected sanitation 
and other civic related 
works and also visited 
some of the playgrounds 
and also sports complexes, 
and interacted with the of-
ficials concerned.

The Commissioner 
made a special visit to 
She-toilets near Charmi-
nar and personally inter-
acted with the officials 
and the facilities which 
are being provided up to 

the mark and how many 
visitors from the city and 
as well as from outside are 
visiting and also taken the 
feedback from the officials 
and visitors.

Later on, the Commis-
sioner has visited Hussaini 
Alam Women’s College,   
Qursheed ground where 
the GHMC is conducting 
summer coaching camps 
and directed the officials 
to take up the works which 
are needed on priority. 
The Commissioner also 
visited Moghalpura sports 
complex where recently  
Minister for MA&UD has 
inaugurated and person-
ally interacted with each 

and  every wing of the 
sports complex and shared 
the views of the coaches 
and as well as the students 
who are benefiting with 
the sports activities at the 
complex and he has also 
participated in some of the 
games with the children.

The Commissioner also 
visited several areas in 
the Charminar area and 
directed the engineer-
ing officials to take up the 
pothole works on priority. 
N,. Ravi Kiran, AC(H&S) , 
Srinivas Reddy, ZC (South) 
and senior officials from 
various wings of South 
zone have participated in 
the visit.

100 stray dogs 
adopted under 
GHMC scheme

Hyderabad May 16 : Under its re-
cently launched ‘Maa Inti Nestham’, 
the Greater Hyderabad Municipal Cor-
poration (GHMC) has helped facilitated 

adoption of 100 stray dogs under its 
‘Maa Inti Nestham’ stray dog adoption 
programme. The stray dog adoption 
programme ‘Maa Inti Nestham’ was 
launched last month and response to 
the scheme from public in the city was 
encouraging, GHMC officials said.

There are over 6 lakh street dogs in 
areas falling under GHMC limits and 
the veterinary wing had managed to 

sterilise just about one lakh dogs.
Apart from administering anti-rabies 

vaccination, the veterinary wing also 
sterilises the dogs to control stray pop-
ulation in the city. 

In it’s effort to address the dog 
menace and involve public, GHMC 
had recently launched the stray dog 
adoption programme. Under the 
scheme, the civic body officials will 

take care of vaccination and steril-
ization of the dogs while owners on 
their part have to provide shelter and 
take care of them.

On the occasion of achieving 100 
adoptions, GHMC Commissioner B Ja-
nardhan Reddy on Sunday congratulat-
ed the civic body staff and people who 
came forward to adopt the dogs under 
‘Maa Inti Nestham’ programme.

Parirakshana Committee resents 
“govt-sponsored” Dharna at Indira Park

An injured protester being taken away after the police lathi-charge during the Left parties 
protest march at Dharna Chowk in Hyderabad on Monday. 

Minister KT Rama Rao addressing at the review meet-
ing of various developmental activities in ULBs with 
municipal commissioners of the State on Monday. 

Information Commissioner Navin Mital is also seen.

Rs 5000 loan for civic bodies: KTR

GHMC Commissioner Inspects 
Charminar Circle Areas

DCP South Zone V. Satyanarayana along with Ali Bin Muhib alais Chote Bhai 
on the occasion of Urs E Shareef of Hazrath Baba Sharuddin (RH) Pahadis-
hareef on Sunday. Mohammed Atif, Mohammed Muqtar, Mohammed Azeem 

and Saif were also there.

Gang of Habitual Offenders Arrested
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Gajwel will be 
Developed - Pragnapur 
to get water in 10 days: 

Harish Rao
Hyderabad, May 15: Irrigation and Marketing 

Minister T Harish Rao today said that Gajwel Mu-
nicipality will be developed with all facilities as 
Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao is keen on 
its rapid growth. He was touring the constituency 
as part of some developmental programs and an-
nounced funds to be released for the facilities. He 
said that Pragnapur village will get water in 10 days 
and all other problems would be addressed. At a 
public meeting, he appealed to the women folk 
not to waste drinking water being brought from 
Karimnagar district to Gajwel. The Minister said 
that  every house in Pragnapur will get safe and po-
table drinking waters by May 25. Pointing out how 
the women used to leave the taps and pipes open 
after use into drainage lines or fields, he said such 
step will cost them dear. The women should use 
adequate waters they want and stop the taps once 
they use it and avoid wastage as the water precious 
as we are spending about Rs 300 to Rs 400 for each 
connection. The minister announced funds to var-
ious works in the village including Rs 2 crore for 
construction of CC Roads, drainage lanes, Rs 10 
lakhs for community hall, develop Vura Cheruvu 
as mini tank bund, Rs 25 lakhs for Mahila Bhavan 
and Rs 50 lakhs for Vaikunta Dhamam. 

The minister unveiled Ambedkar statue at Pedda 
Arepalli village in Rayapol mandal near Siddipet. 
Harish Rao appealed to the youth to follow Ambed-
kar ideals and continue their studies for better 
future. The government is giving top priority for 
offering education to the people which is key for 
development and progress of the society. KCR has 
started 120 Gurukul Schools for the cause of people 
of all sections and it is for their parents to encour-
age their children to learn, he said. The minister 
further stated that the projects will be completed 
on a war-footing to transform the state into a green 
belt. Suicides by the farmers will come down when 
the irrigation projects are completed and crops get 
waters adequately on time. The Government is de-
termined to complete the projects though the op-
position is coming in the way, he added.

Notorious Gang of  
Dacoits Arrested

Hyderabad, May 15: A five-member dacoits 
gang, namely Benedict Sanjeev s/o Sanjeevi Royan, 
20-years, r/o  IDH Colony, New Bhoiguda, Kaki 
Kalyan Kumar s/o Kaki Salaiah, 20-years, Motor-
cycle Mechanic r/o H.No. New Bhoiguda,  Vanguri 
Sunil s/o Vanguri Lingam, 20-years, Butcher r/o  
Bholakpur, Musheerabad, Lanka Akhil Mudiraj s/o 
Lanka Venkatesh, 20-years, r/o  New Bhoiguda,  and 
Alexander Mario Jack s/o John Alexander, 20-years 
r/o  Rama Swamy Compound, Kavadiguda,  were ar-
rested by the police today. They committed crimes 
like theft of a money purse containing net cash Rs. 
18,500, ATM Cards from the person of one K. Am-
miraju of Mettuguda,  posing as  Police Officials and 
taking away gold chain weighing about 10 grams 
from a person.

MoneyGram Launches 
Ramadan Campaign 

Hyderabad, May 15: MoneyGram, a global pro-
vider of innovative money transfer services, an-
nounced the start of 2017 Ramadan Campaign 
which will give customers a chance to win excit-
ing prizes in the course of the Holy Month. During 
the campaign that will take place across Telan-
gana, customers can win over 200 prizes includ-
ing LED TVs, smart phones, microwave ovens and 
refrigerators. To bring even more joy to this year’s 
Ramadan celebrations, MoneyGram will also invite 
customers to connect with their family and friends 
living oversee by offering free video calls. Specially 
designed Innovas will be available in over 100 touch 
points including key agent locations.

“Telangana has always been one of our key mar-
kets and we come back each year to be a part of this 
celebration. This year, we have prepared something 
special as nothing is more exciting than a chance 
to be closer to your loved ones,” said Sheshagiri 
Malliah (Sukesh), MoneyGram’s head of India and 
Subcontinent.   To find out more about the Receive 
and Win campaign, interested can  visit www.mon-
eygram.com

Student killed in 
accident in Illinois

Hyderabad: A Telugu student, who was pursuing 
his Master’s degree in electrical engineering at the 
Northern Illinois University in Illinois in the United 
States, was killed in an accident in the wee hours of 
Sunday. As per available information, Sai Kumar Ad-
luri, (24), a native of Sri Bomma Rajapuram in Chit-
toor of Andhra Pradesh, was set to graduate from 
the university in December this year. According to 
information put up by the Indian Students Associa-
tion (ISA) of DeKalb in Illinois, the car in which Sai 
Kumar was travelling was rammed by another car 
near the university.

Hyderabad, May 15: 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Mahmood Ali today stat-
ed that the officials were 
instructed to make bet-
ter arrangements for the 
forthcoming Ramadan 
festival and ensure that 
Muslims do not face any 
sort of inconvenience 
during the month-long 
event. Mahmood Ali 
held a high-level review 
meeting with officials 
on the arrangements 
for the same with Home 
Minister Nayini Nara-
simha Reddy, Animal 
Husbandry Minister T 
Srinivas Yadav, Minority 
Welfare Advisor AK Khan 
and others.

Later speaking to re-
porters at Secretariat 
here the deputy chief 
minister stated that elab-
orate arrangements will 
be made for the smooth 
conduct of the holy fes-
tival across the state and 
in twin cities. The Gov-
ernment has sanctioned 

Rs 5 crore for immediate 
repair of the mosques 
across all districts and Rs 
8.48cr for Mecca Masjid 
near Charminar. Police 
officials will be deploy-
ing adequate forces at 
necessary points for 24 
hours to provide security 
to the people, he said. 
The government em-
ployees were allowed to 
leave an hour before for 
prayers.

The officials concerned 
were directed to ensure 
uninterrupted power 
supply, drinking water, 
clean drive at mosques 
and nearby roads and se-
curity. Mobile transform-

ers will be put in place for 
continuous power supply 
and special water tanks 
will be pressed if neces-
sary. Besides setting up a 
control room at historic 
Charminar area, Mah-
mood Ali said that the ho-
tels will remain open for 
24 hours and the officials 
will take up works related 
to road repairs, drinking 
water, street lights and 
sanitation. Those present 
include MLC and wakf 
board chairman MD Sa-
lim, local MLAs Ch Ram-
achandra Reddy, Ahmed 
Pasha Khadri, Muntaj 
Ahmed Kham, Mojam 
Khan, Maganti Gopi, Pa-
sha Khadri, Jafar Hus-
sain, Ahmed Bin Balala, 
Deputy Mayor Baba Fa-
siyidding, GHMC Chief 
Janardhan Reddy, Metro 
Water Works MD Dan-
akishore, CMD Raghuma 
Reddy and Minority wel-
fare secretary Syed Omer 
Jaleel.

Hyderabad, May 15: IT Minister KT 
Rama Rao today said that youngest state 
of Telangana is number one in the coun-
try in cashless transactions and providing 
e-governance services to the people. The 
Telangana State is treading fast in the IT 
sector and making rapid strides at the na-
tional level, he said.     

The Minister addressed the 9th an-
niversary of IT and Communication de-
partment at HICC here. Speaking on the 
occasion the minister stated that the gov-
ernment is trying its best to make at least 
one member of a family become digitally 
literate as part of the digital program. The 
Government, he said, will provide safe and 
potable waters to the rural population. 
Indeed, the TRS Government has taken 
up the flagship program of Mission Bha-

giratha to provide safe drinking waters to 
every household also fibre grid broadband 
internet services simultaneously, KTR 
said. ‘We will provide basic amenities to 
the people who are ought to get’ he said. 
The IT Minister proudly announced that 
the state government is all set to launch a 
comprehensive new policy for digital liter-
ary promotion in a big way. Chief Minister 
K Chandrasekhar Rao is keen on promot-
ing IT sector and its related companies 
and expand its services to the forefront of 
the people.  The IT Minister also said that 
they are working out a plan to install 3000 
public wi-fi hotspots and 1000 will be set 
up by June end. Telangana witnessed the 
highest number of online transactions 
post demonetization,  he said.

Telangana is the first state to promote 
digital and cashless transactions in the 
wake of demonetisation across the nation. 
As per technology is concerned T –Hub 
in Hyderabad is the biggest centre in the 
country with 200 start-up companies,  he 
claimed. The IT Minister said that entre-
preneurs are being encouraged through 
this T-Hub which is in the forefront to en-
courage them to come up with new ideas. 
Efforts are being made to see that the 
youth get a boost in future to get jobs and 
employment opportunities through the T-
Hub and start-up companies.

Hyderabad, May 
15: Chief Secretary SP 
Singh today directed 
district collectors to put 
in place an adequate 
number of KCR Kits to 
be distributed among 
the women on deliv-
ery at various hospitals 
of the government. 
Singh conducted a 
video conference from 
Secretariat here and 
instructed that the Col-
lectors should take all 
necessary measures to 
appoint an adequate 
number of doctors, staff 
and para medical staff 
for offering better ser-

vices. Since the govern-
ment is implementing 
“KCR Kits” program in 
a prestigious manner, 
the collectors should 
focus special attention 
and monitor on regu-
lar basis, he said. He 
explained about KCR 
Kits software showing it 
through a power point 
presentation on the 
KCR Kits and their use 
and purpose. The gov-
ernment will handover 
in four instalments to 
women on delivery Rs 
12000 per male child 
and Rs 13000 per fe-
male child.

Nagarkurnool, May 15: 
Telangana Pradesh Congress 
Committee (TPCC) President 
Capt. N. Uttam Kumar Reddy 
on Monday promised that the 
Congress Government if vot-
ed to power in 2019 elections, 
would ensure procurement of 
agriculture produce at higher 
rates.

Addressing a farmers’ meet-
ing at Nagarkurnool, Uttam 
Kumar Reddy said that the 
Congress party was all set to 
return to power in Telangana 
State in 2019 elections. He 
said that the procurement of 
agriculture products would be 
given the highest priority by 

the future Congress Govern-
ment. He accused the BJP Gov-
ernment at the Centre and TRS 
Government in the State of 
neglecting the agriculture sec-
tor. He reminded that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, in 
his speeches of 2014 elections, 
had promised to implement 
M.S. Swaminathan Committee 

report which recommended 
that agriculture products be 
procured at remunerative 
prices. The formula adopted 
by the Swaminathan Commit-
tee was the cost of cultivation 
plus 50%. However, he said the 
recommendations were not 
implemented which pushed 
farmers into a huge crisis. 
While Narendra Modi forgot 
his promise, Chief Minister K. 
Chandrashekar Rao ignored 
the farm sector for last three 
years.

Uttam Kumar Reddy said 
that the TRS Government di-
vided the crop loan waiver 
amount into four instalments 

which resulted in instalments 
being adjusted toward inter-
est by the bankers. "Congress 
Government in 2019 will 
waive off Rs. 2 lakh crop loan 
in a single instalment for all 50 
lakh farmers in Telangana," he 
promised. He also promised 
that as against the present 
MSP of Rs. 1510 for paddy, the 
Congress Government would 
procure paddy for Rs. 2,000 
per quintal.  Similarly, Maize 
and Jowar too will be procured 
for Rs. 2,000 per quintal. Con-
demning TRS Government for 
not making any intervention 
to procure chilli at remunera-
tive prices.

Hyderabad, May 15: Ani-
mal Husbandry Minister, T 
Srinivas Yadav today said 
that membership drive for 
shepherds in various coop-
erative societies has gone 
up significantly in the wake 
of sheep units distribution, 
which will begin from June 
20. As many as 3,33,150 
members have registered 
their names in 339 new soci-
eties during a drive conduct-
ed in various districts from 
May 1 to 15 for the sheep 
rearing scheme,  he said. 
With this,  the total num-
ber of societies increased to 
7,453 and its membership 
went to 5,96,451 including 
the 4,154 old societies com-
prising 2,63.301 members 

Srinivas Yadav said. State 
Sheep Development Coop-
erative Federation Chair-
man, Rajaiah Yadav, Man-
aging Director Lakshma 
Reddy, Principal Secretary 
Suresh Chanda and other 
officials were present. Re-
leasing a wall poster of the 
sheep rearing scheme, the 
Minister conducted a re-
view meeting with officials 
and asked them to check ir-
regularities in implementa-
tion of the scheme. He said 
that there are complaints 
that some officials and 
staff are demanding more 
amount than the stipulated 
Rs 51 for membership in 
the cooperative societies. 
This should not repeat and 

officials should see that the 
scheme is implemented in a 
hassle-free manner.

The minister directed 
that the officials should 
find out a place for grow-
ing grass and also hold 
meetings with horticul-
ture department and the 
landowners for growing 
a special type of grass 
called “Stylo Hemata”. 
The minister directed the 
officials to put in place 
a helpline to offer seam-
less services to clarify the 
doubts of the beneficia-
ries. Besides pressing in 
mobile veterinary vehicles 
for timely service to the 
sheep,  before the scheme 
was launched the officials 

should take steps for the 
staff, medicines and co-
ordinate with horticulture 
department for growing 
grass,  he said.

Srinivas also said that the 
officials should speed up 
the plan for the forthcom-
ing launch of sheep rear-
ing scheme to distribute 
units comprising 20 sheep 
(Female) and a ram (Male) 
among the beneficiaries 
who are the members of the 
societies.

 State Sheep Development 
Cooperative Federation 
Chairman, Rajaiah Yadav, 
Managing Director Lak-
shma Reddy, Principal Sec-
retary Suresh Chanda and 
other officials were present.

Hyderabad: Learning a lesson 
or two from the irregularities in 
the nalas desilting works and 
road works, Greater Hyderabad 
Municipal Corporation (GHMC) 
is planning to introduce Task 
Electronic Assessment and 
Monitoring (TEAM), an online 
monitoring system.

TEAM helps in automating the 
workflow process using mobile 
/ web cloud technology, be-
sides eliminating manipulation 
in the progress of works from 

the inception to payments to 
contractors. Every year, GHMC 
takes up several projects and the 
work load on field engineers is 
increasing manifold as they are 
made to execute and inspect 
more than one work at one time.

In doing so, there is scope 
for misuse of funds due to im-
proper works monitoring system 
and lapses in the works execu-
tion. Irregularities unearthed in 
desilting works recently, are an 
example.

Considering all these factors, 
GHMC has come up with the 
idea of TEAM, a web based so-
lution cum mobile app to auto-
mate all works right from incep-
tion to payments.

This will include estimation, 
procurement, work order, works 
monitoring, measurement book, 
quality control, bills and pay-
ments with approvals via mo-
bile app cum web based system 
across GHMC hierarchy. Fur-
ther, the TEAM system can be 

integrated with the existing En-
terprise Resource Planning sys-
tem in GHMC.

Authorities claimed already a 
trial run was conducted in Up-
pal circle and the results were 
encouraging. Following the suc-
cess of trial run, authorities are 
also planning to introduce simi-
lar system in all circles for both 
maintenance works and proj-
ects, shortly.

“Not much of changes are 
required to be done and the 

entire hierarchy can get used to 
TEAM easily,” said a senior of-
ficial. TEAM has several features 
and the progress can be moni-
tored in different categories. 
Its analysis feature can help in 
better planning and it can alert 
project overruns, delays, funds 
diversions, cost escalations etc, 
the official explained. “Tenders 
will be floated in a week and the 
idea is to introduce the system 
in a couple of months,” said the 
official.

TRS slams left,
 Oppn on Dharna 
Chowk incident

Hyderabad, May 15: TRS MLC, K Prabhakar to-
day criticised the left parties and opposition par-
ties for deliberately making efforts to blame the 
government on dharna chowk issue.

Talking to reporters at TRS legislature Party 
office here,  he condemned the attack by the left 
party and sought to know as to why they indulged 
in such violent acts. The issue is sub-judice and 
the government did not take any decision on the 
shifting of the dharna chowk, he said. The TRS 
leader lambasted the opposition and the TJAC for 
hatching conspiracy against the government. The 
communists with no other go to stage protests 
against the government are taking up the issue,  
he said.      Prabhakar condemned the attack and 
destruction of the area by some left parties turn-
ing the peaceful atmosphere into violence. The lo-
cals are opposing dharna chowk for about 10 years 
and moved courts. He demanded action against 
those who attacked the locals on a peaceful pro-
test against the dharna chowk. 

Talasani reviews Sheep scheme--4154 coop 
societies register 5,96,451 membership

GHMC plans to introduce TEAM 
online monitoring system

Congress Govt will buy agriculture 
produce at higher rates: Uttam

Plan to distribute KCR 
Kits: CS tells Collectors

Elaborate arrangements 
for Ramadan: Dy CM

TS to increase 
digital literacy: KTR
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First look of Jr. NTR’s ‘Jai 
Lava Kusa’ out on Friday

Chennai, May 15 (IANS) The first look poster of actor Jr. NTR’s 
upcoming Telugu actioner “Jai Lava Kusa” will be unveiled on 
Friday, on the eve of his birthday, the makers announced on 
Monday.  Being directed by Bobby, the film is being produced 
by Jr. NTR’s brother Kalyanram under the banner NTR Arts.  
“The first look of ‘Jai Lava Kusa’ will be out on May 19, on the 
eve of NTR’s birthday. More details soon,” read a tweet from 
NTR Arts.  The film features Jr. NTR in a triple role.  For one of 
his roles, Jr. NTR will be seen wearing prosthetic and his look 
is being handled by Hollywood make-up artist Vance Hartwell, 
popular for his work in films such as “The Lord of the Rings” 
trilogy and “Shutter Island”.  C.K. Muraleedharan of “PK” fame 
has been roped in to crank the camera while Devi Sri Prasad 
will be scoring music.  Raashi Khanna and Nivetha Thomas are 
playing the leading ladies.

Ajith’s ‘Vivegam’ shooting 
wrapped up

Chennai, May 15 (IANS) The principal shooting of actor Ajith 
Kumar’S upcoming Tamil spy thriller “Vivegam”, slated for re-
lease in August, has been completed.  “With the completion 
of the latest schedule in Bulgaria, the makers have finished 
the principal shooting. Except for some patchwork, the rest of 
the shoot is wrapped up. The post-production work is already 
underway,” a source from the film’s unit told IANS.  Directed 
by Siva, the film marks his third-time collaboration with Ajith 
after “Veeram” and “Vedalam”.  The film also stars Kajal Ag-
garwal and Akshara Haasan as the leading ladies while Vivek 
Oberoi plays the antagonist.  Ajith will be seen as an Interpol 
agent on a mission to investigate a series of murders.  Pro-
duced by Sathya Jyothi Films, the film has music by Anirudh 
Ravichander.

‘Keshava’ made me 
a different person: Actor 

Nikhil
Chennai, May 15 (IANS) Actor Nikhil Siddhartha, who plays 

a character with a rare Dextrocardia disorder in forthcoming 
Telugu revenge thriller “Keshava”, says the experience made 
him feel like a very different person through the course of the 
shoot.  In the film, he plays a character whose heart is on the 
right side of the body.  “The character is such that I can’t get 
excited or angry or even emotional. It will affect my heart. I had 
to hold this thought and act accordingly. It wasn’t easy because 
it made me feel like a different person altogether,” Nikhil told 
IANS.  The film’s story and the opportunity to reunite with di-
rector Sudheer Varma after “Swamy Ra Ra” got Nikhil excited 
about the project.  “There was an actor called Satya in ‘Swamy 
Ra Ra’. His brother suffers from this rare medical condition, 
which inspired Sudheer to write this story. When Sudheer told 
me the story is about a guy suffering from this rare condition 
and yearning for revenge, it really got me excited,” he said.  Did 
he have to talk to Satya’s brother to understand his condition 
better?  “I didn’t have to meet him. I created my own version 
of the character. I understood that people suffering from such 
condition are very delicate and can’t exert themselves too 
much,” he said, adding that the film is an action thriller where 
the action scenes are injected with realism.  Asked if he is con-
fident about the film’s release amidst the “Baahubali 2” storm 
at the box office, he said the film’s distributors are sure.  “We 
were planning to push the film to June. But our distributors 
were very confident with the product and they insisted that we 
come on May 19. Ours will be a solo release and that will be 
added advantage,” he added.

Centre sanctions Rs 
1,083 crore for Tamil 

Nadu flagship schemes
Chennai: May 15 Making a detour from the usual prac-

tice of waiting for the state government to knock at the 
doors of the Centre for fiscal allocation, Union Urban 
development Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu brought the of-
ficials from his department to Chennai on an otherwise 
lazy Sunday and sanctioned about Rs 1,083.34 crores for 
three flagship schemes of the Narendra Modi government. 
Of that sum, about Rs 360.27 crore was sanctioned under 
Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transforma-
tion, Rs 663.93 crore under Prime Minister Awas Yojana 
and another Rs 59.14 crore for implementing the Deen 
Dayal Antyodaya Yojana. The minister, who reviewed the 
schemes, informed that he wanted to expedite the proj-
ects and eliminate needless ‘waiting time.’ “This is being 
done as per the advice of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
who wanted me to inform the states about the budgetary 
allocation for various programmes and sanction the sum 
at one go. So, instead of CM, ministers and officials go-
ing to Delhi, I have come here along with my officers and 
sanction the sum,” he said.Of that sum, about Rs 360.27 
crore was sanctioned under Atal Mission for Rejuvenation 
and Urban Transformation, Rs 663.93 crore under Prime 
Minister Awas Yojana and another Rs 59.14 crore for im-
plementing the Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana. “There is 
nothing political in this. The only agenda is development,” 
Venkaiah told reporters and emphasised that  Modi want-
ed performing states to be encouraged. The system has 
changed. “Our PM wants performing states to be given 
more funds. Reform, perform and transform are the man-
tras Mr Modi has given. So, the system, approvals, execu-
tion everything should be transformed,” he added.

Thiruvananthapuram, May 15 
(IANS) Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan on Monday said the hacking of 
an RSS worker in Kannur last week has 
come as a shock and also slammed the 
BJP’s demand for imposition of AFSPA 
in the district.

Speaking in the state assembly that 
reverberated with the killing of an RSS 
local office bearer on Friday, Vijayan 
said that with the peace talks in Feb-
ruary things were going on smoothly 
in Kannur, known as a hot spot for 
political murders. He said more than 
240 peace talks had been held across 
the district.

Coming down heavily on the BJP, 
Vijayan said the party is trying to mis-
use the Governor and accused two 
senior leaders of having spoken in a 
threatening tone against the Gover-
nor.

“Soon after this murder took place, 
a Facebook post by state BJP president 
Kummanem Rajasekheran showed 
the celebration of the CPI-M.”

“But no one knows where this pur-

ported celebration took place, and 
the police have already begun a probe 
into this. The police will go forward 
and register a case if it is found to be 
wrong,” the Chief Minister said. 

On the demand for imposition of 
the Armed Forces (Special Powers) 
Act in Kannur, he said: “No one with 
a sense of respect for democracy will 
ever seek imposition of AFSPA, as we 
all saw what happened when it was 
imposed in the northeast.” 

He also came down heavily on the 
Congress party after they kept inter-
vening during his reply and said that 
he failed to understand why the Con-
gress was getting impatient when he 
was attacking the BJP.

Vijayan assured the House that the 
police is doing a clean job and has 
taken two suspects into custody and 
will crack the case soon.

Earlier, the Congress-led opposi-
tion came down heavily on the ruling 
CPI-M and the BJP for the recurrence 
of political killings in Kannur district, 
with both these parties settling scores 

against one another by destroying 
peace in the district.

Seeking leave for an adjourn-
ment motion, senior Congress leader 
and legislator from Kannur district 
K.C.Joseph said the peace talks that 
took place three months back in Kan-
nur have gone haywire with the brutal 
murder of a BJP leader Biju on May 12.

“It has now surfaced that Biju’s mur-
der was a well-planned and executed 
to revenge a killing, though Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan described it as a 
one-off incident. But what should be 
noted is that, 18 murders have taken 
place after you assumed office in May 
last year,” he said.

“Of these, eight political murders 
alone have taken place in Kannur with 
five BJP and three CPI-M workers get-
ting killed. These two parties are on a 
revenge killing and we have seen the 
Kerala Governor P. Sathasivam being 
dragged into this. Kannur is the head-
quarters of the CPI-M, and in Kannur 
the police works as the B Team of the 
CPI-M. Unless the state government 

acts tough, freely and fairly, nothing 
can be done,” said Joseph.

On Friday, Biju an RSS worker, also 
the 12th accused in a murder case 
involving a CPI-M worker last year at 
Payyanur, was knocked down by an 
Innova car and hacked to death.

An angry state BJP leadership called 
on Sathasivam on Saturday and 
sought the imposition of the Armed 
Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) 
in Kannur.

A few senior BJP leaders also came 
down heavily on Sathasivam for not 
acting over the political killings, which 
it alleged have been engineered by the 
CPI-M.

Leader of Opposition Ramesh 
Chennithala said that AFSPA was im-
posed in the Northeast for a specific 
reason.

“Please check on facts and for infor-
mation a few stray incidents that took 
place there should not be generalised. 
You can find for yourselves how AF-
SPA helped the people there,” said 
Chennithala.

Chennithala attacked Vijayan and 
said the CPI-M is solely responsible 
for the current state of affairs and 
through its actions the party is “giving 
more and more space and visibility to 
the BJP”.

Kannur murder reverberates in 
Kerala Assembly

Thiruvananthapuram, May 15 (IANS) 
Even as companies around the globe are 
preparing for an imminent cyber attack, 
the computers of two village panchayats 
in Kerala were hit, with messages de-
manding $300 in virtual currency to un-
lock the files.

Officials who on Monday opened the 
office computer at the Thariyode pan-
chayat office in the hilly district of Way-
anad found that four of their computers 
have been hacked.

The four computers were switched on 
as usual and they were unable to open 

the any document files as the virus dis-
played messages demanding a payment 
of $300 in virtual currency Bitcoin to 
unlock files and return them to the user. 
We have informed the district authorities 
about this,” said Santhosh, a panchayat 
official.Officials who on Monday opened 
the office computer at the Thariyode 
panchayat office in the hilly district of 
Wayanad found that four of their com-
puters have been hacked.

Likewise another village panchayat 
at Aruvapulam near Konni in Pathana-
mthitta district on Monday morning got 
a similar virus message when their com-
puter was switched on.

Officials attached to the two offices 
said the computers that have been affect-
ed did not have any major documents as 
they continue to rely on paper files.

IT experts are working on these sys-
tems on how best to come out of this cy-
ber attack.

Ransomware cyber attack hits
 computers in two Kerala 

local bodies

Chennai, May 15 (IANS) Super-
star Rajinikanth on Monday kept 
his fans guessing on his entry into 
politics saying if it is God’s will, he 
will step into the arena.

He also said if he enters politics, 
he will be truthful and will not en-
tertain people who want to make 
money.

“God decides what we have to 
do in life. Right now, he wants me 
to be an actor and I’m fulfilling my 
responsibility. If God willing, I will 
enter politics tomorrow. If I enter, 
I will be very truthful and will not 
entertain people who are in this 
to make money. I won’t work with 
such people,” Rajinikanth told his 
fans at a meet-and-greet here.

The 66-year-old star described his 
brief stint in politics two decades 
ago as a “political accident”.

In 1996, during the Tamil Nadu 
assembly election campaign, Ra-
jinikanth denounced J. Jayalalithaa 
and her politics. His strong remarks 
contributed to her defeat.

“I did a mistake by supporting 
a political alliance 21 years ago. It 
was a political accident. Since then, 
politicians have misused my name 

on several occasions. But I have to 
clarify, I’m not joining any party,” 
he added.

Addressing a large gathering of his 
fans, Rajinikanth requested them to 
refrain from smoking and drinking.

“Take care of your family and 
children. Don’t waste your life by 
smoking and drinking. Drinking 
and smoking not only affects your 
health but also your decision mak-
ing ability. I have been affected 
enough so please take my advice 
seriously,” he added.

Rajinikanth also confirmed he 
will commence shooting for his 
next yet-untitled Tamil project with 
director Pa. Ranjith from May 28 
onwards.

If God wills, I’ll enter politics: 
Rajinikanth 

Chennai: May 15 Hours after an 8-year-
old girl died in a private swimming pool 
on Saturday morning, a 24-year-old man 
drowned in YMCA pool in Nandanam on 
Saturday night. Police identified the de-
ceased as Balasubramanian, a bank em-
ployee from Neelankarai. He was working 
in an backoffice of an international bank in 
Porur and had gone to the YMCA Nanda-
nam facility for swimming along with his 
friends on Saturday evening. Police said 
the youth was not very familiar with swim-
ming and was advised to stay the in shal-
low side of the pool. The water level there 
was around four feet. He was trying to be 
familiar with water when he reportedly 
drifted into the deeper end. His friend, who 
was swimming on the other side, suddenly 
noticed that Bala was missing, police said.

Chennai: 24-year-
old drowns in YMCA 

swimming pool

Chennai, May 15 (IANS) The 
AIADMK party has now split into 
three factions, led respectively by 
O. Panneerselvam, Chief Minister K. 
Palaniswami and AIADMK General 
Secretary V.K. Sasikala and her neph-
ew T.T.V. Dinakaran, said a party 
member.

Former parliamentarian of AIAD-
MK party K.C. Palaniswamy told 
IANS that the “blasphemous” utter-
ings by some members who have 
joined AIADMK in the recent past is 
affecting the party.

He was referring to the recent in-
terview given by Nanjil Sampath be-
longing to the Sasikala faction.

“Sampath in an interview to a 
Tamil TV channel had said late J. 
Jayalalithaa committed the error of 
making O. Panneerselvam the Chief 
Minister twice,” he said.

“It is nothing but blasphemous. 
Jayalalithaa had made Panneer-
selvam the Chief Minister twice 
when she faced some legal issues in 
continuing as Tamil Nadu’s Chief 
Minister,” Palaniswamy said.

He said there was no opposition to 
Panneerselvam’s selection to the top 
post in the state then.

“The utterings of people who have 
joined the AIADMK party in the re-
cent times is affecting the party,” 

Palaniswamy said.
He said the AIADMK party is now 

split into three groups each led 
by Panneerselvam, Chief Minister 
Palaniswami and Sasikala/Dina-
karan.

It was Panneerselvam who revolt-
ed against the Sasikala’s leadership 
of AIADMK some months back.

Sasikala was elected the party’s 
General Secretary and later Pan-
neerselvam was asked to resign from 
the Chief Minister’s post after Jaya-
lalithaa’s death.He said there was 
no opposition to Panneerselvam’s 
selection to the top post in the state 
then.

“The utterings of people who have 
joined the AIADMK party in the re-
cent times is affecting the party,” 
Palaniswamy said.

Subsequently the Election Com-
mission had blocked the party’s 
name and its `two leaves’ poll sym-
bol and the rival camps claimed the 
right to use them in a by-poll that 
was later postponed.

Both Sasikala and Dinakaran are in 
jail. Sasikala was convicted in a cor-
ruption case and is in a Bengaluru 
jail while Dinakaran has been arrest-
ed by Delhi Police for attempting to 
bribe Election Commission officials 
through a middleman.

AIADMK has split into three factions, says party leader

Chennai, May 15 (IANS) Thou-
sands of commuters in Tamil Nadu 
were stranded on Monday as trans-
port workers unions began an in-
definite strike pressing for higher 
wages.

The transport corporation work-
ers unions began their indefinite 
strike from Sunday midnight to 
press for higher wages and perks 
to combat rising inflation and price 
rise.  Very few staff members ar-
rived for duty at the bus depots, re-
sulting in most of the long-distance 
inter-state public transport ser-
vices getting crippled. On Monday, 
students who had to appear for an 
examination at 10 a.m. lamented as 
their daily commute took around 
two hours.  The students waiting 
at the Koyambedu bus stand ap-
pealed to the union leaders to al-
low buses to ply as otherwise they 
would miss the exam. 

The transport workers went on 

strike after four rounds of talks with 
the government failed. 

With the government-run buses 
largely off the road, the private 
transporters were fleecing the pub-
lic, charging at least double the 
regular fare. 

Transport Minister M.R. Vijay-
abhaskar said that the government 
would take strict action against pri-
vate transporters, who were over-
charging. 

He also said that the government 
had roped in the retired bus drivers 
and conductors and efforts were 
being made to run as many buses 
as possible. A skeletal bus service 
was opearting in the state. 

The Railways, on request, have 
begun running several special 
trains, local and long distance 
ones, to deal with the crisis.

The E. Palaniswami government 
also invited the unions for talks to 
end the stir.

TN grinds to halt as state buses 
go on strike
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Lucknow, May 15 (IANS) 
Heat wave across Uttar 
Pradesh continues unabated, 
with temperatures set to cross 
45 degrees Celsius, said the 
weatherman on Monday as 
power cuts added to people's 
woes with no signs of respite.

In the past 24-hours, the 
mercury crossed 44 degrees 
Celsius at most places, with 
Banda being the hottest at 
46.8 degrees Celsius, the Met 
official said. The mercury 
climbed 2.7 degrees in the last 
one day, signalling the onset 
of a gruelling summer and a 
scorching heat wave in the 
state.  Barring a brief period 

of gusty winds followed by a 
dust storm and hail at some 
places, weather has been very 
inclement, forcing changing 
of timing of many schools 
and early closure for summer 
breaks at others.

The Regional Met Office 
predicts a further rise in day 
temperatures, which are like-
ly to cross 45 degrees Celsius 
at most places in the state, 
particularly in Bundelkhand 
and Poorvanchal. 

With the rising mercury, it 
is likely that the past record of 
46.5 degrees average May tem-
perature, (set in 1995) might be 
shattered soon, the Met office 

said. Power outages in many 
places is also leading to ad-
ditional woes in many towns 
and cities.  The state govern-
ment and the Power Minister 
Shrikant Sharma have been 
claiming 24x7 power supply in 
the state's cities and 18 hours 
in smaller towns. But the 
power cuts in most places are 
extending for more than four-

five hours. Angry residents 
here in Telibagh and Southcity 
areas barged into a substation 
late on Sunday night to protest 
long duration of unsched-
uled power cuts.  In Hari-
harnagar too, the power cuts 
have increased and so is the 
case in Indiranagar, Aliganj. 
Power cuts here last close to 
six hours on an average and 
power supply officials blame 
it on overloading, local faults. 
Ashutosh Kumar, chief engi-
neer of Lucknow Electricity 
Supply Administration (Lesa) 
informed that the power de-
mand has peaked by 25 per 
cent in the last few days. 

Delhi man held for 
killing woman over 

debt repayment
New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) A 32-year-old businessman 

was arrested here for killing a woman who refused to repay 
money that she borrowed from him, the city police said on 
Monday. Mohammad Sufiyan, a resident of Azad Market at 
Bahadurgarh Road in west Delhi, was arrested on Sunday 
night from his residence on a tip-off as he was trying to flee 
with his alleged girlfriend Naina. Pooja Paswan was found 
murdered with deep cut wounds by her sister and brother-
in-law on March 27 in her rented flat in Lajpat Nagar area.  
"Sufiyan and his friend Samir were regular club-goers. They 
met Paswan and her friend Naina in a club at south Delhi's 
Vasant Vihar area last year. A relationship blossomed be-
tween Pooja Paswan and Samir. Naina and Sufiyan also 
came in a relationship later," Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice Romil Banniya said. "The four -- Naina, Sufiyan, Paswan 
and Samir -- used to visit Paswan's flat to stay overnight. 
About six months ago, both Paswan and Naina had a heated 
altercation, after which Paswan refused to let Naina visit 
her flat," Banniya said. Sufiyan, who was already in heavy 
debt, had to arrange other costly accommodations to spend 
time with Naina, the police said. He later asked Paswan to 
return Rs 35,000 which she had borrowed from him. But she 
refused to pay back.  "An angry Sufiyan hatched a plan to 
eliminate Paswan and get cash and jewellery from her flat. 
Thus on March 24, he gained entry into her flat on the pre-
text of resolving old conflicts and later asked her to close 
eyes for a surprise gift. 

Agartala, May 15 (IANS) 
The BJP has betrayed the 
people during its three 
years in power at the Cen-
tre and totally failed to ful-
fil its electoral promises, 
CPI-M General Secretary 
Sitaram Yechury said here 
on Monday. The Commu-
nist Party of India-Marxist 
(CPI-M) leader also won-
dered what all the cel-
ebrations planned by the 
BJP-led central govern-
ment on completion of its 
three years in power were 
about, and added that it 
was rather a "celebration 
of failure and betrayal".

"They (BJP) have failed 
to fulfil every single prom-
ise they made to the people 
before the 2014 general 
elections," he told the me-
dia here. The CPI-M leader 
said the Bharatiya Janata 
Party had promised to gen-
erate two crore new jobs 
every year.  "No new jobs 

have, however, been pro-
vided; (on the other hand) 
thousands of people are 
losing their existing jobs," 
he said. He said the coun-
try's information tech-
nology sector is expected 
to lose one lakh jobs this 
year. "On the industrial 
front, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi announced 
'Make in India', 'Startup 
India', 'Digital India' and 
many more things. But 
no significant investment 
has been made in the last 
three years," Yechury said.  
"What celebration they 
(BJP) want to hold on May 
26 (on the completion of 
three years of the Modi 

government)? This must be 
a celebration of failure and 
betrayal." Yechury also ac-
cused the government of 
anti-farmer steps. "The 
government promised to 
increase the minimum 
support price of crops but 
that was not done." The 
Left leader said that ac-
cording to government 
figures, 12,000 to 16,000 
farmers committed suicide 
every year since 2014.  He 
visited the Tripura capital 
on Monday while on way 
to address a public rally 
at Belonia in southern Tri-
pura. The National Demo-
cratic Alliance government 
will hold a programme 
in Guwahati in Assam on 
May 26 to mark its three 
years in office at the Cen-
tre.  Yechury also flayed the 
Centre on the Jammu and 
Kashmir issue, saying "its 
Kashmir policy has proved 
to be an "utter failure".  Ye-

chury accused the govern-
ment of betraying Parlia-
ment, the country and its 
people by not fulfilling its 
own assurance. 

"The BJP-led govern-
ment backtracked on its 
promise held out to an 
all-party delegation that 
visited the violence-hit 
state in September last 
year." "The Centre said 
it will implement confi-
dence-building measures 
and start a political dia-
logue with all stakehold-
ers, did nothing in the 
last six months, leading 
to the situation turning 
from bad to worse," the 
CPI-M leader said.  Ye-
chury said cow vigilantes, 
anti-Romeo squads and 
others indulging in moral 
policing in Uttar Pradesh 
were members of private 
armies raised by the BJP 
and the Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh. 

New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) 
Stressing the need for preventive 
steps to mitigate disaster risks, 
Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Monday said the gov-
ernment had almost doubled the 
State Disaster Relief Fund com-
ponent to more than Rs 61,000 
crore for 2015-20. "We should 
adopt essential preventive steps 
in advance to reduce disaster 
risks. It's not just a choice, but 
a necessity. Prevention is better 
than cure," the Minister said dur-
ing the inaugural session of the 
two-day second meeting of the 
National Platform for Disaster 
Risk Reduction (NPDRR). 

The first NPDRR meeting was 
held in November 2016.  The 
Minister said the Centre had 
increased the State Disaster 
Relief Fund component from 
Rs 33,580.93 crore in 2010-15 

to Rs 61,220 crore in 2015-20 to 
make the country disaster re-
silient.  Rajnath Singh said the 
purpose of this year's NPDRR 
event is to prepare a layout till 
2030 vis-a-vis disaster manage-
ment and sustainable develop-
ment.  "We lost over 10,000 lives 
and crores of rupees in the 1999 
Odisha cyclone, 2001 Gujarat 
earthquake and the 2004 tsu-
nami. "To reduce disaster con-

sequences, we will consider its 
different components like pre-
vention, mitigation prepared-
ness, response, reconstruction 
and rehabilitation to prepare an 
action plan from 2017 to 2030 in 
this meeting," he said.  Rajnath 
Singh reminded that India is a 
disaster-prone country, with 
over 50 per cent population af-
fected by floods, earthquakes, 
droughts, tsunamis and cy-

clones.  India is signitory to vari-
ous global agreements like the 
Sustainable Development Goal, 
Sendai Framework for Disaster 
Risk Reduction and COP21 Paris 
Agreement on Climate Change 
for tackling natural disaster.  
"Now, our focus is to reduce 
losses due to disaster," he said.  
Rajnath Singh said India set up 
the NPDRR, a multi-stakeholder 
body, in 2013 to minimise loss of 
lives and property in disasters. 

He also emphasised the need to 
stop activities that caused climate 
change and advocated an end to 
environmental degradation to en-
sure better quality of life and living 
standards for Indian citizens.  Ra-
jnath Singh said the government 
had recently asked the ministries 
to prepare disaster management 
plans to minimise risks in their re-
spective fields. 

Progress of 
Direct Benefit 

Transfer scheme 
slow: Paswan

New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) Union Food, 
Public Distribution and Consumer Affairs 
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan on Monday 
said the progress of implementation of 
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) scheme was 
slow due to poor banking facilities in the 
rural areas. Under the DBT scheme, food 
subsidy is directly credited to the accounts 
of the beneficiaries. "We are going slow as 
far as the DBT is concerned. Banking facil-
ities are not available everywhere in rural 
areas. We need to have banking facilities 
for this," Paswan said, addressing the me-
dia on the achievements of his ministry in 
the last three years.

The minister also said the state gov-
ernments were asked to implement the 
scheme.

"It is our dream to have the DBT every-
where. We send money to state govern-
ment and then its their responsibility to 
deposit money in accounts of beneficia-
ries," he said.  Paswan also said that a total 
of 2.33 crore ration cards were deleted and 
cancelled after digitization of ration cards, 
beneficiary records, de-duplication due to 
Aadhaar seeding. 

Jharkhand May 15 (IANS) An impover-
ished alcoholic couple in Jharkhand’s Bo-
karo district sold its one-and-a-half-month-
old baby boy to a quack for Rs 45,000 for 
buying their daily dose of liquor, police and 
Child Welfare Committee (CWC) members 
told Hindustan Times on Monday. The 
couple later pleaded innocence to the po-
lice claiming outrageously that they sold 
the infant “unknowingly”. The father of the 
infant, Rajesh Hembrom who works as a 
washer man in Bokaro is 30 years old while 
his wife is 28.The couple already has five 
children, all under the age of ten.

Police swung into action after the cou-
ple’s neighbours tipped them off on Sunday 
about the deal with the quack. Policemen in 
mufti met the couple and traced the quack 
who had already handed over the baby to a 
50-year-old man Meghu Mahato, a resident 
of the same district. Mahato is childless. 
“The agent Santosh Sahish, who is a quack, 

took away the baby after paying Rs 45,000 in 
cash to the couple. He handed over the in-
fant to an old man who lives in Chakradhar-
pur,” said Dhirendra Kumar, an assistant 
sub-inspector who is probing the case. San-
tosh and Mahato were sent to the Bokaro 
Jail on Monday on charges of trading an in-
fant, he said. The baby was reunited with its 
parents. The Bokaro CWC which intervened 
in the matter and found that the couple was 
addicted to alcohol and needed the money 
to buy their daily dose of liquor. “They have 
confessed that they were addicted to al-
cohol and needed money to buy liquor 
every day. They were probably inebriated 
during the deal as well and the quack had 
persuaded them to go ahead with it to 
have sufficient liquor,” said CWC mem-
ber Prabhakar Kumar. He added that the 
CWC has taken it in writing from the cou-
ple that they should be held responsible 
if the baby goes missing again. 

Chennai, May 15 (IANS) Thou-
sands of commuters in Tamil 
Nadu were stranded on Monday 
as transport workers unions be-
gan an indefinite strike pressing 
for higher wages.

The transport corporation 
workers unions began their in-
definite strike from Sunday mid-
night to press for higher wages 
and perks to combat rising in-
flation and price rise.  Very few 
staff members arrived for duty at 
the bus depots, resulting in most 
of the long-distance inter-state 
public transport services getting 
crippled. On Monday, students 
who had to appear for an exami-
nation at 10 a.m. lamented as 
their daily commute took around 
two hours. 

The students waiting at the 
Koyambedu bus stand appealed 
to the union leaders to allow bus-
es to ply as otherwise they would 
miss the exam.  The transport 
workers went on strike after four 

rounds of talks with the govern-
ment failed. 

With the government-run 
buses largely off the road, the 
private transporters were fleec-
ing the public, charging at least 
double the regular fare.  Trans-
port Minister M.R. Vijayabhas-
kar said that the government 

would take strict action against 
private transporters, who were 
overcharging.  He also said that 
the government had roped in the 
retired bus drivers and conduc-
tors and efforts were being made 
to run as many buses as possible. 
A skeletal bus service was ope-
arting in the state.

New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) West 
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee on Monday announced that 
she has kept her options open on 
the issue of common opposition 
candidate for the presidential elec-
tion. "My options are always open 
when it comes to betterment of the 
country and the party," Banerjee told 

reporters here. She, however, said 
that she would be in a position 
to speak more on the issue af-
ter meeting Congress President 
Sonia Gandhi, whom, she said, 
she had known for long.  "Now I 
can't say anything, I don't know 
anything. Let me meet her, then 
I'll be able to say (on common 

presidential candidate issue)," 
said Banerjee, who is also the 
Trinamool Congress chief. Asked 
about the possibility of her tying 
up with the Left parties at the 
national level while they fought 
in the state, she said: "The Left, 
Congress and even the BJP were 
against Trinamool in the state. 

Take preventive steps before disaster: Rajnath Alcoholic couple sells baby 
boy for Rs 45,000 to buy booze

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh chairing a Ministerial Session 
during the second meeting of the National Platform for Disaster Risk 

Reduction (NPDRR), in New Delhi on Monday. 

Commuters stranded at a bus depot as transport
 workers unions began an indefinite strike pressing for higher 

wages in Chennai on Monday. 

Mamata open to opposition's 
common presidential nominee

Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways and Shipping Nitin Gadkari witnessing the signing 
ceremony of a MoU between V.O. Chidambarnar Port Trust (VOCPT) and Tamil Nadu Generation 

and Distribution Corporation Limited (TANGEDCO) for upgradations of VOCPT’s Coal Jetty-I & Coal 
Jetty-II, in New Delhi on Monday. AFP 

BJP betrayed people, failed to 
fulfil poll promises: Yechury

UP reels under severe heat wave, power cuts Commuters stranded at a bus   
depot in Chennai
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It is a strange phenomenon of modern times, 

that there are hundreds of conflicts with verities of 

symbols and aims that at the time are cutting each 

other’s throats, whether justified or not, they don’t 

bother. A common man has drawn an image to see 

these activists, terrorists and even rulers with hid-

den violence but, it is certain that they feel there 

are a large number of people with abnormal think-

ing and behavior. When people of abnormal think-

ing or behavior are tempted to be involved in this 

game, they don’t take much time to think and act. 

They are keen on playing some rule to help society 

to get rid of some or other imagined evil. Why is this 

happening? Has the moral strength of human be-

ings completely broken down or are they frustrated 

themselves and wish to have, if not the whole world, 

at least a part of it, changed and they should have 

the credit for the change. Change in the world is cer-

tain. Whether, it is with the help of a good thinking 

background, so that they don’t have to regret their 

own actions or a flux is the order of the day, remains 

to be seen. Now, people want to accomplish the 

task of removing evil at the earliest and take pride 

in this successful role. The concept of normal life 

is not possible for all. A change is necessary and it 

should be natural and should be allowed to contin-

ue un- abruptly but, the world is witnessing many 

phenomena and they don’t seem to have patience 

enough to judge their efforts to think and analyze, 

whether such changes are beneficial or superficial. 

Everyone is keen enough to share in the merits of 

change but, do not know whether their actions will 

lead to a proper result, we are not in a position to 

decide, what is right or what is wrong. It’s a world 

of confusion and this confusion has arisen because 

the value system is so upset that no one can feel, 

whether what he/she is doing is right but, never the 

less things are happening. Energy is being used in 

making an effort to change the world but, they are 

not certain that the change they are bringing about 

is correct. Every part of the system is upset to an 

extent and tolerating each other, but this is becom-

ing impossible. Even wife and husband, father and 

child do not accept the values they judge. In other 

words, it’s a mad world and human beings have lost 

the grip on their own emotions and patience. Worst 

is that, all look like pigmies in the world, which has 

expanded immensely. The only way is to have some 

moments of life each day to think about one self and 

perhaps, this will slowly create an atmosphere for 

understanding each other better. It’s an upheaval in 

which, all systems and values have been in clash 

and there is no end to these clashes. We feel that 

each day man must meditate and see, whether he 

gets some peace and the expanse of that peace is 

productive and man moves forward to have some 

satisfaction out of his creative thinking.                          

BY M. RAJAQUE RAHMAN

With the Supreme Court 
refusing to fast-track it 
and pushing for out-of-

court negotiations, it is evident 
no legal verdict can resolve the 
vexed Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri 
Masjid dispute.

Way back in 1993, the apex 
court had indicated that any 
court verdict is fraught with risks. 
Although much water has flown 
down the Sayaru since then, 
Ayodhya remains a dispute that 
cannot afford a loser.

A case connected with the sen-
timent and security of all Indians 
cannot be ruled upon as an ordi-
nary title dispute. Any solution 
that entails a winner and a loser 
will be no solution. Such a verdict 
is bound to trigger passions and 
destroy communal harmony.

Suppose the court rules in fa-
vour of Muslims, Hindus will not 
take it lightly. And if it is the other 
way, it will create bitterness and 
insecurity among Muslims. The 

resultant jubilation among Hin-
dus will only further vitiate the 
precarious communal equations.

So, it is a national duty for all 
well-meaning Indians to make 
all-out efforts for a win-win so-
lution. Despite the odds, India 
has no choice but to push for an 
amicable solution that guaran-
tees the building of a grand Ram 
temple without hurting the senti-
ment of the Muslim community.

Such a solution calls for major 
compromises and can emerge 
only when a spirit of give-and-
take prevails.

For this, Muslims must concede 
that this disputed land has a lot 
of religious significance for the 
Hindus. On their part, the Hindus 
should show a lot of restraint and 
not indulge in anything that will 
trigger any feeling of insecurity and 
alienation. This is no mean chal-
lenge and surely there is no short-
cut. Of the many proposals being 
fiercely debated in social media, I 
see a lot of hope in a 2003 formu-

la envisaged by spiritual guru Sri 
Sri Ravi Shankar. That the three-
option proposal is still relevant 
speaks a lot about its depth.

Unlike others, Sri Sri has always 
advocated a “consent-of-all” 
while pushing for a Ram Mandir. 
He often emphasizes that pro-
longing the issue is not in the in-
terest of the nation and it will fuel 
fundamentalism.

His proposal can offer the Mus-
lims an opportunity to earn good-
will and save it from further po-
litical isolation.

His preferred option of Mus-
lims gifting to the Hindu commu-
nity the place where the makeshift 
Ram temple stands and withdraw-
ing all cases over that piece of land 
which is holy to millions of Hindus 
is prefaced with the offer of the 
majority community assuaging 
the Muslims about past hurts -- 
ostensibly referring to the demoli-
tion of the Babri Mosque. In case 
of this proposal not finding fa-
vour, he suggests the gifting of the 

place by the Muslim community 
to Hindu saints, who in turn help 
build a grand mosque in Faizabad.

And as a last resort, he talks 
about Parliament enacting legis-
lation that will provide for gifting 
the Ram Janmabhumi to the Hin-
du community and maintaining 
the status quo of all other places 
of worship.

This should also warm the heart 
of the Muslims as such legislation 
will safeguard the mosques in 
Kashi and Mathura and prevent 
rabble-rousing over thousands 
of temples allegedly destroyed by 
Moghul invaders.

Keeping in mind Sri Sri’s im-
partial approach, it will be in the 
interest of the nation, and partic-
ularly of the Muslim community, 
to let him take the lead in hunting 
for a win-win deal. 

He has a track record of broker-
ing truce even in unlikely conflicts. 
Will the Muslims of India sieze the 
proposal with a big heart?

IANS

No legal verdict can resolve Ayodhya dispute

BY MOHIT DUBEY

With Uttar Pradesh in the 
BJP’s firm grip, the oppo-
sition has still not come to 

terms with its rout in the assembly 
polls that catapulted Yogi Aditya-
nath to power.

Ousted from power, the Sama-
jwadi Party, which had its own 
share of woes before the election, is 
now seeing a war of words within, 
with rival camps locked in a bitter 
struggle for power.

While former Chief Minister and 
party President Akhilesh Yadav 
has indirectly hit out at his uncle 
Shivpal Singh Yadav, saying he 
knew well who was the “aasteen ke 
sanp” (back stabber), the latter re-
sponded with words like “nadaan” 
and “ahankaari” (naive, arrogant).

Akhilesh Yadav has expelled 
a party leader, Deepak Mishra, 
known to be a confidant of Shivpal 
Yadav. Mishra in turn accused the 

former Chief Minister and his aide 
Ram Gopal Yadav of humiliating 
the loyalists.

Mishra and others like him, now 
out of the party fold, have declared 
a war on the Samajwadi Party lead-
ership. They have accused some 
leaders of amassing wealth and 
acquiring luxury sports utility vehi-
cles even as the hardcore socialists 
still do with two-wheelers.

The situation is no different in 
the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 
where supremo Mayawati has 
expelled former confidant Nas-
eemuddin Siddiqui along with his 
“rising star” son Afzaal.

The move has triggered a quake 
in the party, already hit by a mu-
tiny of sorts in the rank and file.

Siddiqui hurled serious charg-
es against the four-time Chief 
Minister, alleging that she used 
to seek large amounts of money 
from party workers and even 

once branded Muslims “traitors”. 
He also accused Mayawati of not 
allowing him to even attend the 
funeral of his daughter years back 
and asked him to rather manage 
her election instead.

The former minister has re-
leased half-a-dozen damaging au-
dio tapes suggesting that the Dalit 
leader was most of the time de-
manding money from party cadres.

Mayawati hit back in no time 
and called Siddiqui a “blackmail-
er” and an “extortionist” who 
had swindled a huge amount of 
party funds.

“He has the cheek to say he was a 
party loyalist. How can he be when 
he was secretly recording the con-
versations of the party president?” 
she asked.

Siddiqui alleged that May-
awati wanted to get a senior 
leader murdered -- and pledged 
to furnish “proof” for this soon. 

Former BSP leader and now a 
minister in the Adityanath gov-
ernment, Swami Prasad Maurya, 
said the sins of the Dalit diva 
were catching up with her.

While there is no rebellion in the 
Congress ranks, district presidents 
are unhappy about the alliance it 
forged with the Samajwadi Party 
in the assembly elections. They ac-
cused the party high command of 
forcing the decision on them.

The Congress was the worst suf-
ferer among the three parties in the 
assembly elections.

With the opposition bogged 
down by ugly bickering, the BJP 
government is having a field day.

There have been caste conflicts, 
stray incidents of communal vio-
lence, cow vigilantes thrashing 
people and soaring crime. But 
there is hardly any opposition to 
take on the government. As of now.
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Opposition remains in disarray in UP

BY VIPUL VIVEK

As the impact of the worst 
northeast monsoon in 140 
years unfolds across Tamil 

Nadu, farmers sowed a third less 
land than they did in 2015-16, wa-
ter levels in six major reservoirs 
continued to plunge, and suicides 
in the farm sector increased over 
five years. In the midst of this 
agrarian turmoil in a state that pro-
duced 5.6 per cent of India’s rice 
in 2014-15, the agriculture minis-
try has predicted a record national 
harvest. The agriculture ministry’s 
third advance estimate forecast 
India’s foodgrain production to 
be the highest ever, increasing by 
about 9 per cent to 273.4 million 

tonnes (mt) in the crop year 2016-
17 ending June from 251.57 mt in 
2015-16. Tamil Nadu has reported 
a 29 per cent year-on-year drop in 
overall crop sowing till February 2, 
2017, according to the latest situ-
ation report from the agriculture 
ministry. The retreating northeast 
monsoon -- usually unnoticed in 
India owing to the singular im-
portance of the larger southwest 
monsoon -- in 2016 was the worst 
ever over the last 140 years, ac-
cording to Indian Meteorological 
Department (IMD) records, since 
1876, as IndiaSpend reported in 
January 2017. Record-keeping be-
gan in 1871, but a worse northeast 
monsoon, which sweeps across 

Tamil Nadu, coastal Andhra 
Pradesh, south interior Karnataka 
and Kerala, between October and 
December, was recorded in 1876, 
making 2016 the year of the sec-
ond-worst monsoon in 145 years. 
Water levels in three of six major 
Tamil Nadu reservoirs monitored 
by the Central Water Commission 
dropped 25-70 per cent between 
January 5 and May 11, 2017, ac-
cording to the commission data, 
even as the average across the six 
reservoirs was 82 peer cent less 
than normal for the week ending 
May 11, 2017. There are no official 
data on what percentage of Tamil 
Nadu farms are irrigated using 
water from the state’s 78 reser-

voirs. As the drought -- officially 
declared as such on January 10, 
2017 -- rolls on, the state govern-
ment has told the Supreme Court 
it is not linked to suicides by farm-
ers, a contention disputed by a 
representative of farmers in New 
Delhi, where a protest is drawing 
international attention, as pro-
testers display what they say are 
the skulls of dead farmers. Farm 
suicides not because of drought: 
State government.

The Tamil Nadu government’s 
claim that only 82 farmers have 
committed suicide since October 
2016 is wrong, P. Ayyakannu -- one 
of the representatives of Tamil 
Nadu farmers in Delhi and Tamil 
Nadu president of Desiya-Then-
nindhiya Nathigal Inaippu Viva-
sayigal Sangam (National-South 
Indian Rivers Interlinking Farmers 
Association) -- told IndiaSpend.
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As TN farm crisis grows, record 
national harvest predicted

The world has not only a shortage in human 
needs, but mutual relations are worsening 
and it needs hard efforts to see that mutual 

relations are on the right track 

BY ADITYA BARUAH 

Sarala Baishya, now in her late 
50s, had always been depen-
dent on her husband or sons 

and daughters for any kind of in-
formation.

Be it the patriarchal nature of 
the society, ignorance or lack of 
education, the activities of Sarala 
and many others like her in rural 
Assam had always been restricted 
to kitchen and the backyard. How-
ever, the women of some remote 
villages are now getting to see the 
world in a different way. 

Now they know what is happen-
ing around the world and even can 
manage to order the dress mate-
rial of their choice online using 
mobile internet. Thanks to "Inter-
net Sathi", a novel initiative sup-
ported by Google and Tata Trust, 
under which some young women 
and girls are popularising internet 
among women in these remote vil-
lages. The Internet Saathi Project 
is being implementing by Gramya 
Vikash Mancha in Assam's Nal-
bari, Kamrup (rural), Barpeta and 
Baksa districts. Apart from Assam, 
the project is being implemented 

in ten states across India. Around 
16,000 women were engaged all 
over the country as Internet Saa-
this to run the project.

"The developmental objective of 
the project is social empowerment 
of at least 1,20,000 women from 
557 villages under Nalbari, Kam-
rup (Rural), Baksa and Barpeta. We 
are going to train the community, 
particularly 90 rural women, about 
21st century technology, providing 
doorstep Internet to them," Pranjal 
Chakraborty, project coordinator 
of the Mancha, told IANS. He said 
that 160 Internet Sathis have been 
engaged by them so far and these 
have touched lives of several thou-
sand Assamese women.

"The Internet Sathis go every 
morning to the field to meet groups 
of women and generate awareness 
about the knowledge revolution 
called internet. Then they show 
them how to use the internet on 
their mobiles for different activi-
ties taking from downloading in-
formative videos from YouTube, 
searching for information of their 
requirement, be it on education 
or health or any other subject," 

he said.  A happy Sarala said: "We 
have three mobile phones in our 
house. Earlier I did not even know 
how to use them. But things have 
changed after the Internet Sathis 
started visiting out village. They 
are really helpful to women like us. 

"Now I can search for informa-
tion and I have also learnt how to 
use Paytm and about other digital 
payments methods. I can pay the 
electricity bill online which saves 
time and does not require anyone 
to stand in the long queue." 

Sarala is also turning the kitchen 
garden into a organic one with in-
formation from the internet. 

Kabita Bhuyan, who has been an 
Internet Sathi for six months now, 
says she finds the job "very inter-
esting" and "great" as she feels that 
she is part of a revolution to em-
power women.

"I go out almost every day to 
meet groups of women and show 
them how to use internet on their 
mobiles. Most of the women these 
days have a mobile phone but 
they are now aware about how to 
use the internet which can be a 
game-changer for them.  "Being 

a woman, I know the problems of 
women in our villages. So it's really 
a great feeling to help the women-
folk to see the world in a different 
perspective," she said. 

As part of the project, the Inter-
net Sathis are given a Tablet with 
3G connection, two smartphones 
with 3G connections, a power 
bank to charge the devices and a 
big umbrella to protect them from 
the sun and rain. For transport, 
they are provided a specially-de-
signed bicycle with a box to carry 
the devices safely.

Chakraborty said that the Inter-
net Sathis teach basics of operat-
ing a mobile and connecting to 
the internet, taking photographs 
and videos with smart phones, 
how to search information, rang-
ing from designs for weavers to or-
ganic farming for home gardeners, 
from Google.

They are also shown how to 
download various informative 
videos from YouTube, do cashless 
transactions through apps, digi-
tally pay electricity bills and do 
online shopping.

Besides increasing the level of 
awareness about Internet, the 
project also aims "to build the 
leadership capacity of the women 
and empower them to access and 
avail their entitled rights".
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Empowering rural women in Assam 
through mobile internet
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UAE is a key part of fight against terror
Abdullah spells out at the UN that military action is only part of much wider strategy 

to restore good governance in the Arab world

BY KC SINGH

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi sur-
prised India, the world, and certainly 
his host Pakistan Prime Minister 

Nawaz Sharif when he stopped over in La-
hore en route to India from a Central Asian 
tour on the Christmas of 2015. India-Paki-
stan relations touched the warmth last seen 
during Vajpayee’s Lahore visit in 1999. But 
reality can often delude perception.

On January 2, 2016, a fidayeen attack on 
the Pathankot air base, causing minimum 
loss of assets and lives, jolted India back 
to reality. Pakistan’s reaction was sur-
prisingly empathetic, offering to investi-
gate the role of conspirators in Pakistan. 
A Pakistan investigation team was wel-
comed by India in March 2016, including 
allowing them to visit the air base. This 
process stalled when an Indian team was 
denied similar access to Pakistan.

January to July was a period of politi-
cal drift in both J&K and Pakistan. Chief 
Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed died 
in January, five days after the Pathankot 
attack, and his daughter Mehbooba as-
sumed office only in April. The Valley was 
drifting towards alienation as the agendas 
of the BJP and the PDP meshed poorly. Also 
in April, Nawaz Sharif left for London for 

a heart surgery. Rumours swirled of a soft 
coup and his imminent retirement. He did 
return in July, but enfeebled politically. In 
March, Pakistan arrested a former Indian 
Navy captain, Kulbhushan Yadav, in Balo-
chistan, alleging abetment to terror. 

Once unrest exploded in the Valley after 
the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen leader 
Burhan Wani on July 8, Pakistan went on 
the rampage to discredit India internation-
ally, alleging human rights breaches. It also 
fanned trouble by unleashing leaders of 
terror groups masquerading as heads of re-
ligious and educational charities. The Paki-
stan army also ratcheted up their trans-Line 
of Control induction of trained militants. 
Pakistan, for the umpteenth time, was mis-
reading both the situation and the capacity 
of India to deal with it. 

Between July and August 15, Delhi con-
cluded that Pakistan policy needed major 
re-calibration as the Pakistan government 
had succumbed to its army’s thesis that 
Kashmir had regressed to the 1990s’ level 
and time was ripe to compel India to make 
territorial concessions. A multi-layered 
counter-asymmetrical warfare strategy, 
which actually should have been on PM 
Modi’s table within months of assuming of-
fice, began to emerge. His Red Fort speech, 

after tentative articulation earlier in an all-
party meeting, asked Pakistan to look with-
in at its atrocities in Gilgit-Baltistan, PoK 
and Balochistan. 

The PM followed it up at Kozhikode and 
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj in 
her address to the UN General Assembly 
on September 26. The ministries of water 
resources, commerce, etc., also swung into 
action. The full-spectrum response was to 
remain within treaty obligations, but inter-
preting them restrictively. 

The Uri attack complicated the govern-
ment’s task as the BJP’s jingoistic pre-Lok 
Sabha election rhetoric resurfaced to haunt 
it. Their core followers expected instant and 
disproportionate response for the death of 
19 soldiers. Ram Madhav, the bridge be-
tween the BJP and the RSS, sought “jaw for 
a tooth”. The government realised correctly 
that military options had only bad or worse 
outcomes. For instance, they would only 
strengthen Pakistan army’s domestic sup-
port, perhaps obtaining for retiring army 
chief Gen Raheel Sharif an extension. The 
army was given the freedom to respond 
locally — euphemism for Special Forces 
action.  Modi soothed the aroused na-
tional feelings baying for Pakistani blood. 
Simultaneously, the focus was turned on 

Pakistan’s own rights record. Hints were 
dropped that India may give asylum to top 
Baloch leaders of the Bugti and Marri clans 
fighting Pakistan army’s depredations. The 
aim is to hurt Pakistan both materially and 
morally, as also have instruments that can 
be calibrated in response to Pakistan’s con-
duct. In Kozhikode, Modi shrewdly turned 
Bhutto’s slogan of “a thousand year war” 
into a call for war on poverty, illiteracy and 
unemployment in both nations. 

Among the emerging elements of the 
new doctrine is withdrawal of the MFN 
status. This may not hurt Pakistan much 
and may only enrich traders in the UAE 
who will become the conduit for the trade, 
but it signals new intent. The review of 
the Indus Waters Treaty contrariwise goes 
for Pakistan’s jugular. Many ill-informed 
comments have assumed it to be unilat-
eral abandoning of the treaty. India has 
been oversensitive in the past to Pakistan’s 
objections to developing run-of-the-river 
hydel projects that the treaty allows. 

For instance, Baglihar on the Chenab 
was taken by Pakistan to a Swiss arbitrator, 
who ruled in 2007 largely in India’s favour. 
That design should be standard for future 
projects and India can ignore expected 
automatic bemoaning by Pakistan. That 
design allows pondage, which gives India 
leverage as the time of filling, if it coincides 
with the sowing season in Pakistan, can be 
used to cause havoc. This happened in-
advertently the last time.  Another salvo 
is Modi deciding to skip the SAARC Sum-

mit in November in Pakistan. This can be 
followed-up by a meeting of those SAARC 
members — Bangladesh, Afghanistan and 
Bhutan to start with — which have articu-
lated concerns about the export of terror 
from Pakistan and joined India in boycot-
ting the summit. Sub-regionalism, on the-
matic or territorial basis, will isolate Paki-
stan regionally. 

The aim thus is to punish Pakistan bilat-
erally and isolate it regionally and interna-
tionally. It would not happen overnight, or 
be easy, as China and its new ally Russia will 
buttress Pakistan, as indeed may Iran and 
some members of the Gulf Coordination 
Council like Saudi Arabia and the UAE. But 
smart diplomacy trumps armed response 
for which the military power differential be-
tween India and Pakistan needs to be wider 
than it is currently. 

The Economist notes that despite the de-
fence budget of India being six times that of 
Pakistan at $ 51.3 billion, “India has proved 
strangely unable to build serious military 
muscle”. George Washington said: “To be 
prepared for war is one of the most effec-
tive means of preserving peace.” That en-
tails more than acquiring 36 Rafale fighters 
in an ad hoc purchase. 

Meanwhile, the BJP must remember that 
ultimately the fight is over the hearts and 
minds in the Valley. No counter strategy 
will deter Pakistan if the wound at home 
is not healed or new ones opened by “rak-
shaks” of one cause or another. 
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BY SHARIF NASHASHIBI

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s au-
dacity knows no bounds. Last week, in 
an interview with AP news agency, he 

denied that his forces were besieging rebel-
held eastern Aleppo.

“If there really is a siege around Aleppo, 
people would have been dead by now,” said 
Assad, expecting us to believe not only that 
there is no siege, but that no one there has 
died. This despite regime and Russian air 
strikes killing hundreds of civilians within 
days of the latest ceasefire collapsing, in 
what the United Nations describes as the 
most intense bombing of the city in years.

Assad questioned how his regime could 
“prevent food and medical aid from reach-
ing that area”. The answer is in UN state-
ments blaming the regime for obstructing 
aid deliveries to Aleppo - a fundamental 
element of the ceasefire agreement - and in 
the UN’s warning in July that the city is “on 
the brink of starvation”.

Denial of access
Besides denial of access, last week’s at-

tack on UN aid lorries heading to rebel-held 
Aleppo - just hours after the regime pro-
claimed the end of the ceasefire, in an area 
where only Syrian and Russian warplanes 
operate, and which UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon described as an “apparently 
deliberate attack” - led the UN to temporar-
ily suspend all aid convoys.

“How could you accuse Syria of attack-
ing hospitals?” Assad asked. Easily and 
credibly. An Amnesty International inves-
tigation this year found that regime and 
Russian forces were “deliberately attack-
ing” hospitals and other medical facilities 
“as a strategy of war”, in “flagrant viola-

tion of international humanitarian law”. 
Such attacks were also highlighted by Hu-
man Rights Watch last month. In the last 
week of July alone, the regime bombed six 
hospitals in Aleppo.

In June, Physicians for Human Rights 
(PHR) reported that since the start of the 
conflict, regime and allied forces were re-
sponsible for 90 percent of attacks on medi-
cal facilities (344 out of 382), and 93 percent 
of medical personal killings (703 out of 757).

PHR said the regime’s “assaults on Syr-
ia’s hospitals, doctors, and patients” are “a 
clear violation of the universally recognised 
principle of medical neutrality”.

Assad claimed that rebel-held parts of 
Aleppo “have everything” they need. Not 
water, Unicef said on Saturday, the results 
of which could be “catastrophic”. Its dep-
uty director said Aleppo “is slowly dying”, 
echoing the Red Cross’s assessment in July 
that “the situation is devastating and over-
whelming”, and “the bombing is constant”.

War strategy
Denial is integral to the regime’s war 

strategy. Last year, Assad had the gall to 
tell the BBC that his forces did not use 
indiscriminate weapons, including barrel 
bombs, despite overwhelming evidence 
to the contrary. He also denied using 
chlorine gas, despite the UN and the Or-
ganisation for the Prohibition of Chemi-
cal Weapons reporting otherwise last 
month. Never underestimate the power of 

denial. It is always easier and quicker to 
deny wrongdoing than to admit culpabil-
ity or explain oneself. It stifles legitimate 
scrutiny in favour of a simplistic “yes or 
no” argument that is designed to confuse 
and deceive. This is what makes denial 
so appealing, and hence so prevalent in 
cases of injustice.

Denial is the default setting of the pro-
Assad propaganda machine, as with other 
oppressive regimes. There are striking simi-
larities in this respect, for example, between 
the Syrian regime and Israel.

According to Assad’s apologists, there 
was no peaceful, popular uprising against 
decades of dictatorship and repression, no 
brutal crackdown, no war crimes or crimes 
against humanity, and no opposition to the 
regime except from “terrorists”.

To them, it was a violent, jihadist insur-
gency from the start, fuelled by foreign 
agitators, against a benevolent, misunder-
stood leader whose only fault was defying 
the West and Israel. None of this is true, 
but propaganda does not have to be - it just 
has to be effective, and if lies are told often 
enough they are eventually believed, even 
by those telling them.

As such, one can wonder whether Assad 
- like other human rights abusers who sur-
round themselves with yes people - has be-
come so detached from reality that he really 
believes his warped narrative.

Danger of denial
The danger of denial is that it is based on 

delusion or deceit. It only makes matters 
worse, shutting down debate and making 
common ground impossible. Accusations 
by respected human rights organisations 
are met with counter-accusations that 

they are biased and part of an interna-
tional conspiracy. Ironically, those coun-
ter-accusations are made by people who 
have cited those organisations on other 
issues. Last week, Ban accused the regime 
of killing the most civilians in the conflict, 
echoing his former human rights chief 
Navi Pillay, and Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, 
head of the UN commission investigating 
war crimes in Syria. 

However, this will fall on the deaf ears 
of those who claim, despite all the evi-
dence to the contrary, that the regime is 
defending Syrians. Families huddle ter-
rified in basements, stalked by stagger-
ingly powerful explosions shaking the 
streets above. Wounded children writhe 
untreated on dirty clinic floors. Hospitals 
and rescue centers — a ravaged city’s last 
ragged line of defense — crumble daily 

into rubble, often appearing to have been 
methodically targeted. Denial is fostered 
by impunity, in Israel’s case by its West-
ern allies, and in Syria’s by the regime’s 
Eastern allies. As such, engaging in diplo-
macy with it is pointless, because a party 
drunk on its false self-righteousness feels 
no need to negotiate sincerely or concede 
anything significant. 

That is why the regime has repeatedly 
violated every ceasefire, and insists that 
Assad’s fate - the crux of the conflict - is 
untouchable. It is why he has preceded 
both ceasefires this year with vows to 
retake the whole country, and followed 
their collapse with major onslaughts. As 
with Israel, the Assad regime engages in 
diplomacy as a fig leaf towards pacifica-
tion, not peace.
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The options before India

Syria: Denial as a war strategy

No counter strategy would deter Pakistan if the wound at home not healed

As with Israel, the Assad 
regime engages in diplomacy 

as a fig leaf towards 
pacification, not peace.

BY FRANCIS MATTHEW

The UAE has spent much of the past 
few years seeking to rebuild an Arab 
world based on the rule of law, the in-

tegrity of nation-states, and mutual respect 
for all citizens regardless of their differenc-
es. As state after state collapsed into anar-
chy following the revolutions of 2011, the 
UAE has taken a lead in building alliances 
across the region to help restore a normal 
peaceful life for the inhabitants.

This has required military action in Iraq 
and Syria where the UAE is part of the in-
ternational coalition against Daesh (the 
self-proclaimed Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant). The UAE has also been a lead-
ing part of the regional coalition fighting 
Al Houthi rebels in Yemen. But the UAE 
is also well aware of the importance of the 
long-term fight against terror by support-
ing the Arab people with powerful, if softer 
means, such as encouraging education, 
career-enhancing skills, and the ability to 
think innovatively.

At last week’s UN General Assembly, 
Shaikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Interna-
tional Cooperation. put all this action in the 
wider context of the UAE’s worldview.

He said that “no role should be given to 
any extremist, terrorist or evil groups no 
matter what, or to those who incite sectari-
anism and strive to tear the very fabric of 
our societies apart, and this stands true of 
the acts of Iran in the region. Regional and 
international sides should also refrain from 
playing a negative role in these crises. We 
are all aware of the incidents of violence 
and terrorism, which have taken unprec-
edented forms and used heinous methods, 
causing fear and terror not only in the Mid-
dle East but in many countries of the world, 

and which proved that violence and terror-
ism are no longer associated with a certain 
state or a region, but are global threats, with 
no borders. “The serious challenges facing 
our region and many other countries, re-
quire us to reflect together on ways to ad-
dress these crises and reach consensual, 
timely and effective solutions, without un-
dermining the existing significant efforts 
made in this regard. Countering terrorist 
groups is a right and duty of all states”.

Building alliances
The multilateral approach to this global 

problem is a vital part of the UAE’s over-
arching strategy under which it takes the 
necessary military and civil action, and 
builds international alliances to support 
what Shaikh Abdullah described as the 
UAE’s deep belief in the values of justice, in-
ternational law, human rights, the pillars of 
good governance as well as the importance 
of providing an enhanced environment of 
happiness to its citizens and residents.

“This belief is paired with practical poli-
cies which are built on the conviction that 
true development does not only involve 
economic development, but also puts in-
vestment in people at the forefront based 
on the principles of tolerance, acceptance 
of the other, and equality among all, with-
out discrimination between men and wom-
en,” he said. “The empowerment of women 
has become a central policy in our country 
because of our belief in their pioneering 
societal role, their active contributions to 

generation-building, and their success in 
doing so.” At the UN General Assembly, 
Shaikh Abdullah took time to focus on the 

desperate situation in Syria where he said 
that the UAE sees no possibility of resolv-
ing the Syrian crisis through military force. 
“To date, this path has only intensified the 
suffering of the brotherly people of Syria 
and increased the flow of refugees to other 
countries. The situation is further compli-
cated by the interference of Iran and its 
terrorist militias in Syria’s affairs. This has 

distorted the vision for Syria and derailed 
it from the existing path, which is based on 
internationally agreed terms, which con-
stitute the only salvation from this horrific 
tragedy. Our hearts bleed when we see the 
brotherly people of Syria are fleeing from 
death to death.”

Iran’s flagrant expansionism
The requirement to work for negotiated 

solutions also ran through his comments 
on Libya and Yemen. Shaikh Abdullah 
pointed out that there have been a number 
of proposals in Yemen that could have led 
to peace if the militias had good intentions 
and were sincere.  And he supported the 
Skhirat Agreement in Libya, as well as the 
formation of the Government of National 
Accord, saying that “it will lead to further 
commitment to building a unified national 
position that protects Libya’s territorial soil 
and maintains the unity of its people”. But 
he then focused on Iran’s continued and 
flagrant expansionism, and its “violations 
of the principles of sovereignty, and con-
stant interference in the internal affairs of 
its neighbouring countries”.

He was clear that the nuclear agreement 
had not reduced tension when he said that 
“hopes that the deal would change Iran’s 
hostile approach have been quickly thwart-
ed. Against all optimistic expectations, Iran 
wasted no time in continuing its efforts 
to undermine the security of the region, 
through aggressive rhetoric, blatant inter-
ference, producing and arming militias, 
developing its ballistic missile programme, 
in addition to its alarming designation as a 
state sponsor of terrorism.”
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40 killed in US-led strike in Syria

Damascus, May 15 (IANS) At least 40 civilians were killed in 
strikes carried out by the US-led anti-terror coalition in Syr-
ia’s Deir al-Zour province on Monday. The airstrikes target-
ed civilian areas in Bukamal city, which is controlled by the 
Islamic State (IS) group, Xinhua news agency reported. The 
airstrike is the latest in a string of similar operations that left 
scores of civilians dead in the process of targeting the IS posi-
tions. Last Thursday, at least 11 people were killed and nine 
others wounded by a US-led airstrike in Raqqa province. The 
airstrike targeted one of the villages in the northern coun-
tryside of Raqqa, the de facto capital of the IS terror group, 
said the report. The US-led anti-terror coalition has also been 
backing the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) in 
their push against the IS positions in Deir al-Zour and Raqqa 
province. The coalition previously acknowledged the falling 
of civilian victims by the airstrikes on IS-held areas in Syria.

Secret tunnel found in Mexican prison
Mexico City, May 15 (IANS) A secret tunnel has been dis-

covered in a Mexican prison, stashed with drugs, alcohol and 
sharp tools, the media reported on Monday. Police in Tamau-
lipas state on Sunday night said the tunnel in Reynosa, a city 
close to the US border, was hidden by bricks and was up to 
five metres deep, reports the BBC.

It was found after authorities used geothermal technol-
ogy to detect activity underground, according to local media. 
They said it was unfinished and no one has escaped. Tam-
aulipas police said they were conducting a search for further 
holes after the latest tunnel was discovered, the BBC report-
ed. In 2015, one of the country’s biggest drug lords, Joaquin 
“El Chapo” Guzman, escaped via a tunnel from Altiplano 
prison.  He was recaptured after six months on the run and 
later extradited to the US.

Explosive materials found near      
Turkish airbase

Ankara, May 15 (IANS) Explosive materials were found in 
a civilian vehicle at a Turkish airbase in Diyarbakir province 
on Monday. Security forces found ammonium nitrate and 
nails in two pipes under a civilian vehicle during checking 
at the gate of the eighth Main Jet Base in Baglar district, Xin-
hua news agency reported. The explosives were destroyed by 
bomb disposal experts, the report said. The vehicle was later 
taken to the police headquarters for inspection and one per-
son has been detained. The airbase plays a significant role in 
operations against outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) 
militants in the country.

10 killed in China accident
Beijing, May 15 (IANS) At least 10 persons were killed in a 

road accident in China’s Jiangxi province on Monday, police 
said. A bus collided with a truck on a road of Mount Longhu 
in Yingtan, Xinhua news agency quoted police as saying. The 
injured have been rushed to hospital. Mount Longhu or Drag-
on Tiger Mountain is a world natural heritage and a national 
tourist site. It is known as one of the birthplaces of Taoism 
with many Taoist temples.

Friends may help kids easily move to 
secondary school

London, May 15 (IANS) Children who take part in extra-
curricular activities more and have a good friends’ circle may 
cope better with the transition from primary to secondary 
school, a study has showed. “The transition from primary to 
secondary school can be a challenging time for young people. 
Studies have shown an increase in mental health problems 
and a decline in well-being in the early secondary school 
years,” said Helen Drew from the University of Sussex. The re-
sults suggest that children with higher levels of social activity 
who undertake more activities, including informal activities 
with friends and more structured extra-curricular activities, 
demonstrated greater well-being. This may be because taking 
part in these activities helped improve their self-esteem and 
self-belief, the researchers said. 

“Our findings show how everyday peer interactions and the 
quality of peer relationships at this time, particularly positive 
qualities in best friendships, are strong predictors of psycho-
logical adjustment, over and above the sense of support from 
adults in young adolescents,” Drew added. The study was 
presented at the annual conference of the British Psychologi-
cal Society in Brighton. 

Around 600 Japanese firms reportedly 
hit by malware

Tokyo, May 15 (IANS) Around 600 Japanese companies, 
including electronics major Hitachi and automaker Nissan, 
have reportedly been affected by last week’s global cyber at-
tack, officials confirmed on Monday. According to the Japan 
Computer Emergency Response Team Coordination Centre, 
around 2,000 computers across 600 different companies were 
hit by the ransomware named “WannaCry”.

Hitachi told EFE news that its email service was affected, 
and that some of its employees were still facing problems 
in accessing attachments, as well as sending and receiving 
messages. Nissan Motor too, in a statement, said some of 
its plants were targeted by the malicious software, although 
business was not adversely affected.

WORLD SNIPPETS

Beijing, May 15 : Sev-
eral European countries 
are refusing to sign a 
trade statement at Chi-
na's Silk Road summit, 
a diplomat said today, 
dealing a setback to Bei-
jing's efforts to gain full 
support for its initiative. 
France, Germany, Es-
tonia, Greece, Portugal 
and Britain are among 
the European Union 
countries spurning the 
document, the diplo-
mat told AFP on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Nearly 30 world lead-
ers are taking part in 
the global summit on 
China's Silk Road plan, 
a huge infrastructure 
project which Beijing 
hopes will revive an-
cient trade routes from 
Asia to Europe and Af-
rica.

The forum was to 
culminate today eve-
ning in a final commu-

nique from heads of 
state, with statements 
on topics spanning fi-
nance and relations be-
tween peoples. Beijing 
is seeking to cement 
its trade relations in 
Asia, Africa, and Europe 
through the summit, 
but some fear that these 
new Silk Roads serve 
the interests of Chi-
nese exporters above 

all. The diplomat said 
all the European na-
tions taking part in the 
summit's trade panel 
collectively decided to 
rebuff the text because 
they believe it does not 
sufficiently address Eu-
ropean concerns sur-
rounding transparency 
of public procurement 
and social and envi-
ronmental standards. 

China only presented 
the document to nego-
tiators last week, telling 
them it could no longer 
be reworked, according 
to the official. Beijing 
is seeking to cement 
its trade relations in 
Asia, Africa, and Europe 
through the summit, 
but some fear that these 
new Silk Roads serve 
the interests of Chinese 
exporters above all.

"It's very important 
for us and our compa-
nies that the calls for 
our projects under the 
Belt and Road initiative 
are transparent, that 
they are non-discrim-
inatory, and that they 
comply with interna-
tional standards," Ger-
man Economic Minis-
ter Brigitte Zypries said 
at the trade panel yes-
terday. "I think there is 
still room for improve-
ment in this area." 

Paris, May 15 (IANS) Newly sworn-in French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron on Monday named Edouard 
Philippe, the 46-year-old Mayor of Le Havre city, as his 
Prime Minister. Philippe is a member of the centre-right 
Les Republicains party and is close to Alaine Juppe, the 
former Prime Minister, reports CNN.

The 39-year-old former investment banker and econ-
omy minister was inaugurated on Sunday as the 25th 
President of France and also the youngest in the nation's 
history in a ceremony at the Élysee Palace.

Macron is counting on winning votes from centre-
right supporters in the legislative elections next month.  
His party Le Republique en Marche is scrambling to 
get 577 candidates together to contest every seat in the 
country.

Philippe, a lawyer with experience working in the pri-
vate sector, was born in Rouen and grew up a Left-wing 
environment. He was a socialist in his younger days be-
fore switching his allegiances to the right.

He has only been a member of Parliament for one 
term, serving in the National Assembly representing 
the constituency of Seine-Maritime in Normandy, 
northern France, since 2012. He has been Mayor of Le 
Havre since 2010. Macron was sworn-in as the Presi-
dent after his landslide victory over far-right National 
Front leader Marine le Pen, with 66 per cent of the 
vote in the run-off poll held on May 7. He is also slated 
to travel to Germany later on Monday to meet Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel.

Europeans snub trade text at 
China's Silk Road summit

German Minister for Economic Affairs 
and Energy, Brigitte Zypries attends a meet-
ing with Chinese Premier Li Keqiang at the 

Great Hall of the People in Beijing.

Macron names 
Edouard Philippe as 

French PM 

Seoul/Washington, 
May 14 (IANS) North Ko-
rea on Sunday launched 
a ballistic missile which 
flew around 700 km, 
the South Korean Joints 
Chief of Staff (JCS) said.

This is the first provoc-
ative move from North 
Korea since South Korea 
appointed Moon Jae-
in as the country's new 
President on Wednes-
day.  The US calculated 
that the missile landed 
in water 60 miles south 
of Russia's Vladivostok 
region, an American se-
curity official told CNN. 
Vladivostock is home to 
the Russian Pacific Fleet.

The US called for re-
percussions from the in-
ternational community. 
"Let this latest provoca-
tion serve as a call for 

all nations to implement 
far stronger sanctions 
against North Korea," 
White House Press Sec-
retary Sean Spicer said in 
a statement. "North Ko-
rea fired an unidentified 
missile at around 5.27 
a.m. today (Sunday) from 
an area in the vicinity of 
Kusong, North Pyongan 
province," Yonhap News 
Agency quoted the JCS as 
saying in a statement.

A US defence official 
confirmed that it flew that 
far, but said Washington 
was still investigating 
to determine the type 
of missile. In response, 
South Korean President 
Moon has strongly con-
demned North Korea 
for the launch, describ-
ing it as a grave threat to 
regional security and a 

clear violation of the UN 
Security Council resolu-
tions. He also called on 
Pyongyang to reverse its 
course of provocations 
for the resumption of dia-
logue while warning that 
his administration would 
deal resolutely in order to 
ensure it would not "mis-
calculate" the situation. 
"Even if dialogue is pos-
sible, (we) should show 
(to North Korea) that it's 
possible only in case of 
North Korea changing its 
attitude," Moon said, pre-
siding over a session of the 
National Security Council.

Moon asked for a re-
view of a missile system 
that is being developed 
to protect South Korea. 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe also slammed 
the launch, reports CNN.

"Despite strong 
warning from the 
international com-
munity, North Korea 
launched a ballistic 
missile again," Abe 
said, adding "This is 
totally unacceptable 
and we strongly pro-
test it. North Korea's 
missile launch is a se-
rious threat to Japan 
and clearly violate 
against the UN reso-
lution." The projec-
tile launch comes two 
weeks after a ballistic 
missile test that South 
Korean and US offi-
cials said failed. That 
missile, launched on 
April 29, blew up over 
land in North Korean 
territory, according to 
a spokesman for the 
US Pacific Command. 

Hong Kong asylum 
denied to group that 

helped Snowden
Hong Kong, May 15 (IANS) The Hong Kong Immi-

gration Department on Monday rejected an asylum 
request of migrants who sheltered US whistleblower 
Edward Snowden in 2013. The department rejected 
the requests of the seven applicants on Friday, but 
the news only became public on Monday after their 
lawyers spoke to the media, Efe news reported. 
"The director of immigration does not believe in 
our clients," Robert Tibbo, one of the lawyers of the 
refugees, said after the decision. Tibbo added that 
Hong Kong authorities believe his clients have not 
presented sufficient evidence, despite Snowden 
saying publicly that they had given him shelter. The 
migrants are accused of secretly sheltering the 
former CIA agent in their homes in 2013 when 
the whistleblower was fleeing authorities in the 
US after leaking a list of classified documents that 
revealed massive surveillance programmes car-
ried out mainly by Washington. According to the 
lawyer, the government's decision is due to the 
fact that his clients, four adults and three children, 
are involved in a case of international spying. "The 
decisions to reject their claims in Hong Kong came 
on the same day for people who submitted asylum 
claims years apart from one another," he said.

China dismisses India's concerns over 
OBOR, cites international support

New York, May 15 : US Pres-
ident Donald Trump is "CEO 
of the country, he can fire 
anyone he wants", America's 
envoy to the UN Nikki Haley 
has said, while defending him 
for firing former FBI director 
James Comey.

Haley said she believed that 
the criticism of Trump stems 
from discomfort with his 
propensity to act on his de-
cisions. "The president is the 
CEO of the country," Indian-
origin Haley told ABC News 

Chief Anchor George Stepha-
nopoulos on "This Week" 
yesterday. "He can hire and 
fire anyone he wants." She 
was responding to a question 
if she found herself having to 
explain to foreign diplomats 
Trump's domestic policy 
decisions. "I think what you 
can see is that this is a presi-
dent of action," she said of 
Trump. "The reason people 
are uncomfortable is because 
he acts." Asked whether the 
president sought a pledge 

of loyalty from her, Haley 
replied, "No". At the same 
time, she said that during her 
tenure as South Carolina's 
governor demonstrations of 
"loyalty and trust" were im-
portant to her. Regarding the 
president's tweet this week 
warning the fired FBI direc-
tor that he better hope there 
are no "tapes" of their private 
conversations, Haley seemed 
unconcerned by the possibil-
ity that the president was tap-
ing conversations. "I assume 

I'm being taped everywhere," 
she said.

Haley also addressed a 
range of other topics, includ-
ing North Korea's latest mis-
sile launch Saturday night.She 
said there is a growing inter-
national consensus to impose 
further sanctions on North 
Korea over its nuclear pro-
gramme and that the US will 
"tighten the screws" on North 
Korean President Kim Jong 
Un's government. Trump has 
said in the past that he would 

be willing to sit down with Kim 
Jong Un, but Haley said such a 
meeting would only happen 
if North Korea meets certain 
conditions. "A missile test is 
not the way to sit down with 
the president," Haley said.

On May 10, Trump fired 
56-year-old Comey, abruptly 
removing the top sleuth over-
seeing a criminal probe into 
whether the Trump campaign 
colluded with the Russian 
government to influence the 
2016 presidential election.

Trump is CEO of the country, can fire anyone he wants:Haley

Launched missile 
could carry large nuclear 

warhead: N. Korea

Syrian government forces inspect a destroyed tunnel in 
Damascus' north eastern al-Qaboun suburb on Monday. AFP

Pyongyang, May 15 (IANS) 
North Korea has said that a mis-
sile it tested on Sunday is capa-
ble of carrying a large nuclear 
warhead, state media reported 
on Monday. The country's lead-
er, Kim Jong-un, supervised the 
launch of the Hwasong-12 mis-
sile that reached an altitude of 
2,111.5 km and flew 787 km, 
according to state news agency 
KCNA. The test was "aimed at 
verifying the tactical and tech-
nological specifications of the 
newly developed ballistic rock-
et capable of carrying a large-
size heavy nuclear warhead", 
CNN quoted KCNA as saying. 

North Korea warned Washing-
ton not to provoke it, saying 
the "US mainland and Pacific 
operations" are within range of 
Pyongyang missiles.

KCNA said the test showed 
North Korea "has all powerful 
means for retaliatory strike" 
should Washington take any 
military action to stop its nucle-
ar weapons program.

Analysts called this North 
Korea's most successful mis-
sile test ever and a significant 
advancement in its quest to 
build a nuclear-capable inter-
continental ballistic missile 
(ICBM), reports CNN. 
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Bengaluru, May 15 (IANS) 
Amid reports of lay-offs in the 
Indian IT landscape, IT pro-
fessionals must go for acquir-
ing new-age machine learn-
ing skills at a time when open 
source tools are now dominat-
ing the analytics landscape, a 
new report said on Monday.

According to a report re-

leased by Bengaluru-based an-
alytics school Jigsaw Academy, 
acquiring analytics skills in the 
“Data Age” will boost careers 
for IT professionals.

“Analytics, Big Data and ma-
chine learning skills are mak-
ing people stand out. It is time 
to pivot towards these for a 
future-proof career,” said Sar-

ita Digumarti, COO and co-
founder of Jigsaw Academy.

The report said that ma-
chine learning algorithms 
are dominating the business 
projects landscape. The top 
algorithms that organisa-
tions want people to pick up 
are machine learning ones. 
“Analytics, Big Data and ma-
chine learning skills are mak-
ing people stand out. It is time 
to pivot towards these for a 
future-proof career,

Also, the Big Data Analyt-
ics roles have evolved and the 
last 18 months has seen some 
level of consolidation in terms 
of techniques and tool knowl-
edge needed. 

“The IT industry can trans-
form itself into IT 2.0 by rid-
ing on the big data wave. But 
they need to move fast if they 
have to stay relevant,” Gaurav 
Vohra, CEO and Co-founder 
of Jigsaw Academy, said in a 
statement.

The report also said that 
the industry-wide adoption 
and use of open source tools 
shows that popularity of ex-
pensive analytics computing 
software is on a steady de-
cline.

Beijing, May 15 (IANS) A slew of up-
beat economic data released here on 
Monday pointed to latest restructuring 
achievements and provided fresh stabi-
lisation signs for the Chinese economy.

Highly-watched economic figures, 
including industrial output, retail sales, 
fixed-asset investment and housing 
sales, indicated that the ongoing growth 
model transitioning is providing new 
impetus to the world’s second largest 
economy, Xinhua news agency reported.

In the first four months, total retail 
sales of consumer goods rose 10.2 per 
cent year on year, 0.2 percentage points 
faster than the growth in the first quar-
ter, buttressed by vigorous consumption 
growth in rural areas and online shop-
ping, the National Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS) said.

“The figures indicate continued 
growth of domestic consumer demand, 
which was partly driven by consump-
tion upgrades and new business pat-
terns such as online sales,” said NBS 
spokesperson Xing Zhihong.

China is moving toward an economy 
boosted by consumer spending, innova-
tion and services, reducing reliance on 
investment and exports of low value-

added goods and narrowing the income 
gap between urban and rural dwellers.

China’s GDP growth in Q1 stood at 6.9 
per cent, slightly up from 6.8 per cent 
in the previous quarter, with 77.2 per 
cent of that driven by consumption, 12.6 
percentage points higher than the 2016 
level.

China’s value-added industrial output 
rose 6.5 per cent year on year in April, 0.5 
percentage points higher than the same 
month last year, while profits at indus-
trial enterprises above the designated 
size surged 28.3 per cent year on year in 
the first quarter.

“China’s transition to slower but 
structurally rebalanced growth contin-
ues,” the World Bank said in a recent re-
port, noting that economic growth will 
continue to moderate as capacity is cut 
and credit kept on a tight leash. 

China’s investment in fixed assets 
rose 8.9 per cent year-on-year in the 
first four months of 2017, easing pace 
from 9.2 per cent in the first quarter but 
reflecting the ongoing restructuring of 
economy as investment growth rate in 
the service sector exceeded the indus-
trial sector.

Investment in the industrial sector 

rose only 3.5 per cent in the first four 
months, a main drag on total invest-
ment growth, while investment in the 
service sector rose 12.1 per cent.

The robust economic growth mo-
mentum has supported job creation 
and new business registration. Some 
4.65 million new jobs were created in 
the first four months, 220,000 more than 
the same period last year, and 556,000 
new companies were registered in April 
alone.

China still has a long list of reform 
tasks, many intertwined with one an-
other, which when added to global risks 
like US interest rate increases and pro-
tectionism makes policy-making tricky, 
analysts said.

“The economy continued to stabilise 
and positive factors were increasing. 
But both domestic and international 
environment is still complicated and 
structural contradictions have not been 
fundamentally eased,” said Xing.

China should continue to reduce ex-
cess capacity, curb credit, lower debt 
leverage in the corporate sector and re-
form state-owned enterprises, said Sud-
hir Shetty, chief economist of the World 
Bank’s East Asia and Pacific Region.

IT professionals must embrace 
machine learning skills: Report

Chinese economy shows signs of 
firming amid restructuring efforts

Beijing, May 15 (IANS) China’s retail 
sales, a key indicator of consumption, 
grew 10.7 per cent year on year in April, 
0.2 percentage points slower than the 
March level, official data showed on 
Monday.

Total retail sales of consumer goods 
hit 2.73 trillion yuan ($395.4 billion) last 
month, Xinhua news agency cited the 
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) as 
saying. It increased 0.79 per cent month 
on month.

In the first four months, total retail sales 
of consumer goods rose 10.2 per cent year 

on year, 0.2 percentage points faster than 
the growth in the first quarter, according 
to Xing Zhihong, a spokesperson with the 
NBS.

Consumption activities were relatively 
stronger in rural areas, with retail sales ex-
panding 12.6 per cent in April, outpacing 
urban areas, where retail sales climbed 
10.4 per cent year on year.

Online spending was robust. From Jan-
uary to April, online retail sales surged 32 
per cent year on year to 1.92 trillion yuan.

Xing said the April figure indicates con-
tinued expansion of domestic consumer 

demand, which was partly driven by con-
sumption upgrades and new business 
patterns such as online sales.

China is trying to shift its economy to-
ward a growth model driven by consumer 
spending, innovation and services, while 
weaning it off reliance on exports and in-
vestment.

China’s economy expanded at a 6.9 per 
cent pace in the first quarter, accelerating 
from 6.8 per cent in the previous quarter, 
and 77.2 per cent of it was driven by con-
sumption, 12.6 percentage points higher 
than the 2016 level.

China’s retail sales up 10.7% 
in April

Beijing, May 15 (IANS) China will 
host a second Belt and Road Inter-
national Forum in 2019, President Xi 
Jinping announced on Monday.

Addressing the media on the sec-
ond and last day of the forum meet-
ing, Xi said 68 countries have signed 
the agreement of cooperation.

This year’s summit was attended 

by leaders of 29 countries, including 
Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

India gave the grand event a miss, 
opposing the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC), a key com-
ponent of the Belt and Road project.

Addressing the media on the sec-
ond and last day of the forum meet-
ing, Xi said 68 countries have signed 

the agreement of cooperation.
(Gaurav Sharma is the IANS Bei-

jing-based correspondent. He can 
be contacted at sharmagaurav71@
gmail.com and gauravians@yahoo.
com)

China to hold next Belt and 
Road forum in 2019

Chandigarh, May 15 (IANS) The 
Punjab government has done away 
with the practice to use private 
buildings by government depart-
ments and institutions as guest 
houses, a government spokesman 
here on Monday.

Instructions have been issued 
to all the departments to vacate all 
such rented buildings by June 30, 
according to him.

The ban will apply to govern-
ment departments using private 
buildings as guest houses, transit 
camps and rest houses.

The move is aimed at cutting 
down government expenses, as 
Punjab is facing a debt burden of 
over Rs 200,000 lakh.

In a letter issued in this regard, 
the Finance department has given 
clear instructions to all govern-
ment employees to stay at govern-
ment guest houses during their of-
ficial visits.

“A government official can stay 
at a hotel according to his eligibility 
only if he does not get a place in the 
official guest house,” the spokes-
man said.

In the letter, issued to the Dep-
uty Commissioners and heads of 
all departments, it has been clearly 
stated that if any guest house con-
tinues in the rented building even 
after June 30, 2017, without any 
approval from the Finance Depart-
ment, the departments concerned, 
institution head or the administra-
tive secretary would be held direct-
ly responsible for the lapse.

“In addition to recovery of rent, 
disciplinary action would also be 
taken against them,” the spokes-
man added.

N0ew Delhi, May 15 (IANS) Aim-
ing to check cigarette smuggling into 
the country, farmers’ body FAIFA on 
Monday urged Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley to protect the Indian tobacco 
farmers’ interests through balanced 
and uniform taxation under the GST.

The Federation of All India Farm-
ers Association (FAIFA), representing 
millions of farmers and farm work-
ers in the commercial crops sector, 
urged the government to not place 
cigarettes under the 28 per cent taxa-
tion slab.

FAIFA General Secretary Murali 
Babu said the Goods and Services 
Tax should be an opportunity to re-
move tax arbitrage in tobacco taxa-
tion, thereby disincentivising illegal 
and contraband products -- currently 
flooding the market at an alarming 
rate. 

“Illicit trade is controlled by anti-

social elements, international crime 
syndicates and terror organisations, 
which result in huge cost to the na-
tion, both financial and otherwise. 
We are sure that a pragmatic taxa-
tion policy will benefit the country,” 
said Babu. The tobacco grown in 
India is FCV (Flue-Cured Virginia) 
type. Exports are estimated to earn 
more than Rs 6,000 crore in foreign 
exchange with FCV tobacco alone 
contributing Rs 4,000 crore, said the 
Tobacco Institute of India. The Fed-
eration of All India Farmers Associa-
tion (FAIFA), representing millions 
of farmers and farm workers in the 
commercial crops sector, urged the 
government to not place cigarettes 
under the 28 per cent taxation slab.

FAIFA said all efforts of the tobac-
co control programmes are largely 
focused on the FCV type of tobacco 
crop, which has boosted illicit trade 
in the country. FAIFA has appealed 
to various other ministries such as 
the Ministry of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
and Ministry of Labour, besides the 
Prime Minister’s Office, in this re-
gard.

Tobacco farmers seek 
balanced taxation under GST

New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) Colgate-Pal-
molive (India) on Monday reported a rise 
of 2.32 per cent in its total income from 
operations for the fourth quarter (Q4) 
ended March 31. However, the net profit 
after tax declined marginally by 0.48 per 
cent.

According to the company, its total 
income from operations for the January-
March quarter stood at Rs 1,176.71 crore -- 
up 2.32 per cent -- from Rs 1,150.07 crore 
reported during the corresponding period 
of last fiscal.

The company’s net profit after tax in 
Q4 2016-17 marginally declined by 0.48 
per cent to Rs 142.58 crore from Rs 143.27 
crore in Q4 2015-16.

“In the fourth quarter, we saw encour-
aging signs of recovery from the impact 
of the liquidity crunch in the prior quar-
ter. With the liquidity situation improv-
ing, sales growth moved positively in the 

fourth quarter as compared to the trailing 
quarter,” Issam Bachaalani, Managing Di-
rector at Colgate-Palmolive (India), said in 
a statement.

“We expect challenges while transition-
ing into the GST environment, includ-
ing an impact on trade pipeline inven-
tory. Colgate is taking all necessary steps 
to minimise business disruption during 
the transition.”According to the compa-
ny, its total income from operations for 
the January-March quarter stood at Rs 
1,176.71 crore -- up 2.32 per cent -- from 
Rs 1,150.07 crore reported during the cor-
responding period of last fiscal.

The company’s net profit after tax in 
Q4 2016-17 marginally declined by 0.48 
per cent to Rs 142.58 crore from Rs 143.27 
crore in Q4 2015-16.

For the financial year 2016-17, the com-
pany’s total income from operations was 
up 3.93 per cent at Rs 4,520.20 crore as 
against Rs 4,349.11 crore reported during 
the end of last fiscal.

The net profit after tax of the company 
during the financial year ended March 31, 
2017 stood at Rs 577.43 crore -- a slight 
decline of 0.64 per cent -- from Rs 581.17 
crore during the same period in 2016.

The company’s scrip on the BSE slipped 
by 2.06 per cent to close at Rs 994.05 per 
share on Monday.

Colgate-Palmolive India’s Q4 
income up 2.32%; profit declines

No more government guest houses 
in private buildings in Punjab

Mumbai, May 15 (IANS) Pri-
vate sector lender ICICI Bank 
on Monday said that it has re-
duced interest rates by up to 
30 basis points (bps) for home 
loans of up to Rs 30 lakh.

“With this reduction, salaried 
borrowers can avail home loans 
at among the lowest rates in the 
industry. Salaried women bor-
rowers will get home loans at 
8.35 per cent and others at 8.40 
per cent,” the private sector 
lender said in a statement.  Ac-
cording to ICICI Bank, custom-
ers from economically weaker 
section (EWS) and low income 
group (LIG) can avail the dual 
benefit of low interest rates and 

credit linked subsidy under the 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana. 
Commenting on the initiative, 
ICICI Bank Managing Direc-
tor and Chief Executive Officer 
Chanda Kochhar said: “ICICI 
Bank is committed to support 
the government’s vision to pro-
vide housing for all by 2022. In 
line with this commitment, we 
have reduced the home loan 
interest rates for the affordable 
housing segment.” On May 8, 
the country’s largest home loan 
provider State Bank of India 
(SBI) announced a reduction in 
the home loan rates by 25 bps 
from 8.60 per cent to 8.35 per 
cent per annum.

ICICI Bank
 reduces home loan 

rates by 30 bps

Mumbai: May Betting big on 
the premium sportsbike segment, 
Honda Motorcycle & Scooter India 
(HMSI) today announced the price 
for its soon-to-be launched 1000-cc 
superbike Africa Twin at Rs 12.90 
lakh, ex-showroom Delhi, and also 
opened limited bookings. The com-

pany is planning to roll out its first 
1000-cc superbike in July which will 
be assembled locally. HMSI said the 
pre-launch bookings for this adven-
ture motorcycle is open only to first 
50 orders, and a few lucky customers 
will get a chance to attend the grand 
outdoor 'True Adventure' Africa 

Twin India.
The popular Africa Twin will be 

known as Honda CRF 1000L Africa 
Twin in the local market and will be 
assembled in India. These bikes will 
be sold through its Wing World out-
lets which are available in 22 cities. YS 
Guleria, SVP for sales and marketing, 
said the Africa Twin is inseparable 
from the world's toughest motor rally 
raids in the world--the Dakar Rally.

Honda prices Africa Twin at Rs 12.90 
lakh; opens bookings
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New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) In a 
survey conducted during March 
and April 2017, industry chamber 
Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (FICCI) 
predicted India’s gross domes-
tic product (GDP) growth will be 
around 7.4 per cent for fiscal 2017-
18, with a minimum and maxi-
mum level of 7 per cent and 7.6 per 
cent respectively.

Reasoning out the growth, FIC-
CI’s Economic Outlook Survey 
said: “While agricultural sector 
is estimated to clock 3.5 per cent 
growth in 2017-18; the pick-up in 
overall GDP growth will also be 
supported by an improvement 
in industry and services sector 
growth. The industry and services 
sector are expected to grow by 6.9 
per cent and 8.4 per cent respec-
tively in 2017-18.”

The survey was conducted 
amongst economists belonging to 
the industry, banking and finan-
cial services sector and the partici-
pants feel that with the process of 
re-monetisation almost complete, 
consumption activity has wit-
nessed an uptick and will further 

build up going ahead. 
Also, the India Meteorologi-

cal Department’s latest forecast 
of monsoon arriving on time and 
being sufficient provides some re-
prieve amidst earlier reports of the 
El Nino having a dampening effect 
this year. 

According to the survey results, 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) has 
a median forecast of 4.8 per cent 
for 2017-18 with a minimum and 
maximum level of 4 per cent and 
5.3 per cent respectively. RBI in its 
latest policy statement estimated 
CPI inflation to average 4.5 per 
cent in the first half of the year and 
5 per cent in the second half.

Asked about Universal Basic In-
come (UBI), the economists who 
participated in the survey said the 
idea must be taken forward and 
explored in detail, which would 
include a plan on implementation 
and evaluating and overcoming 
the possible road blocks.

However, the participants also 
pointed out that though the con-
cept of UBI is relevant in context 
of providing guaranteed mini-
mum basic support to the people, 

implementation of the same in 
a highly diverse country like In-
dia will be a difficult task. It was 
also pointed out that India lags 
behind in key human develop-
ment indicators such as health, 
nutrition, education, sanitation 
and drinking water. In such a sce-
nario, a universal income hand-
out would not entirely solve some 
of the key problems that the poor 
face.  Speaking about the wave of 
protectionism engulfing the global 
economy, the economists said that 
protectionism is becoming a new 
normal led by certain advanced 

economies which are increasingly 
looking inwards to propel growth 
and increase employment. This 
could result in increased tension 
between nations which could lead 
to trade wars according to some of 
the respondents.  The economists 
felt that while protectionism is a 
challenge, India needs to keep its 
focus on implementing reforms. 
The situation calls for improv-
ing the investment climate in the 
country, enhancing hard and soft 
infrastructure and continuing 
the efforts on tackling the issue of 
non-performing assets.

India’s GDP growth to be around 7.4% in 
2017-18: FICCI survey

Mumbai, May 15 (IANS) Indian 
equity markets on Monday closed 
at record high levels as positive do-
mestic macro-economic data and a 
strong rupee cheered investors.

The wider 51-scrip Nifty of the 
National Stock Exchange (NSE) 
rose by 44.95 points or 0.48 per cent 
to 9,445.85 points -- a new closing 
high.

The barometer 30-scrip Sensitive 
Index (Sensex) of the BSE closed 
at a new high of 30,322.12 points 
-- up 133.97 points or 0.44 per cent 
from its previous close at 30,188.15 
points.

On May 11, the NSE Nifty had 
recorded a closing high of 9,422.40 
points and the BSE Sensex of 
30,250.98 points.

In terms of the broader markets, 
the S&P BSE mid-cap index surged 
by 1.25 per cent and the small-cap 
index by 0.78 per cent.

“Markets surged higher on Mon-
day after taking a breather last Fri-
day. Hopes of an interest rate cut 
by the Reserve Bank of India at its 
forthcoming meet on June 7 after 
the latest data showed a sharp fall 
in headline retail inflation boosted 
sentiments on the domestic bours-
es,” Deepak Jasani, Head (Retail 
Research), HDFC Securities, told 

IANS.
“The markets reacted positively 

to the macro-data released on Fri-
day evening (March IIP, April WPI 
and April CPI). Metal stocks gained 
sharply as copper prices rose in the 
global commodity markets.”

Official data on Wholesale Price 
Index (WPI) and Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) released after market 
hours on Friday showed that infla-
tion eased in April. The data on an-
nual rate of inflation was calculated 
on a revised base year of 2011-12.

However, the factory output 
growth slowed to 2.7 per cent in 
March on the back of poor manu-
facturing performance in the new 
Index of Industrial Production (IIP) 
with revised base year of 2011-12.

Anand James, Chief Market Strat-
egist of Geojit Financial Services, 
said: “Consumer goods sector gave 
impetus to the market in the open-
ing hours on the backdrop of a posi-
tive inflation data and IMD’s (India 
Meteorological Department) com-
ment on monsoon arrival at the An-
daman and Nicobar Islands ahead 
of anticipation.” “But the concerns 
on cyber security kept risk-appetite 
on a leash capping gains.” In invest-
ments, provisional data with the ex-
changes showed that foreign insti-
tutional investors (FIIs) purchased 
stocks worth Rs 235.33 crore, while 
domestic institutional investors 
(DIIs) divested scrip worth Rs 65.77 
crore. Dhruv Desai, Director and 
Chief Operating Officer of Trade-
bulls, said sentiments got a boost 
from positive macro-economic 
data and appreciation of the rupee 
against the US dollar in intra-day 
session. On the currency front, the 
rupee strengthened by 24 paise to 
64.06 per US dollar from its previous 
close of 64.30.

Positive macro-data, rupee lift equity 
markets to new highs

Beijing, May 15 (IANS) UN Chil-
dren’s Fund (Unicef) chief Anthony 
Lake on Monday praised the Belt and 
Road Initiative and said the organisa-
tion is happy to cooperate with China 
on it.

Calling it an “extraordinary strate-
gic vision”, Lake said the initiative of-
fered many practical opportunities to 
change people’s lives, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

According to Lake, while there is a 
focus on trade and infrastructure, he is 
also looking forward to the human de-
velopment it can deliver.

“It is human beings that make devel-
opment happen, and it’s human be-
ings that benefit from development,” 
Lake said.

The Unicef chief said the healthy 
growth of children was among the 
great accomplishments the initiative 
could make.Calling it an “extraordi-
nary strategic vision”, Lake said the 
initiative offered many practical op-
portunities to change people’s lives, 
Xinhua news agency reported.

Lake said work needs to be done on 
children’s health and reducing child 
mortality. The key to future prosper-
ity is educating children so they want 
to contribute to their societies and be-
come good citizens.

The key priority for Unicef is to re-
duce inequality, and to cooperate with 
China on this issue, Lake said.

“Shifting educational resources and 
helping improve education of the poor 
is the best investment you can possibly 
make,” he said.

Unlike China, children in some na-
tions don’t have a childhood, so it is 
imperative for countries to work to-
gether and give these children a better 
chance to grow up, according to Lake.

Unicef eyes cooperation with 
China through B&R Initiative

New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) Chinese 
smartphone manufacturer Meizu on 
Monday launched M5 in India. It will 
be available on the e-commerce website 
Tatacliq.com at Rs 10,499.

Meizu M5 has 5.2-inch screen with a 
pixel density of 282 ppi and is powered 

by an octa-core processor with the Mali-
T860 GPU. 

“We had launched M5 in China mar-
ket a few months ago and within a short 
span of time, this particular model 
bought various accolades for Meizu’s M 
series. This overwhelming response fur-
ther inspired us to introduce this device 
in the Indian market,” said Leon Zhang, 
Meizu Marketing Head, South Asia, in a 
statement.  The smartphone is equipped 
with 13MP rear camera which supports 
phase detection auto-focus. Addition-
ally, a 5MP front camera is equipped 
with a large ƒ/2.0 aperture, for optimum 
performance even under low light condi-
tions.

The device has 3GB of RAM, 32GB of 
internal memory and houses 3,070mAh 
battery

Meizu M5 smartphone now 
in India for Rs 10,499

Global semiconductor revenue 
grew 2.6% in 2016

New Delhi, May 13 (IANS) Chinese 
smartphone maker Xiaomi on Saturday 
announced that its smartphone Redmi 
3S has become the highest selling smart-
phone in the online market with four 

million units gone in just nine months. 
Launched in August 2016, the Rs 6,999 
Redmi 3S changed the game in the sub-
10k smartphone industry in the country, 
the company said in a statement.

The premium metal body device has 
a five-inch HD screen, weighing just 144 
gms and the body is 10 per cent thinner 
than Redmi 2. It also supports expand-
able memory upto 128GB microSD 
cards

Xiaomi sells 4 mn 
Redmi 3S handsets in 

just 9 months

Tokyo, May 15 (IANS) Around 600 Japanese 
companies, including electronics major Hi-
tachi and automaker Nissan, have reportedly 
been affected by last week’s global cyber at-
tack, officials confirmed on Monday.

According to the Japan Computer Emer-
gency Response Team Coordination Centre, 
around 2,000 computers across 600 differ-
ent companies were hit by the ransomware 
named “WannaCry”.

Hitachi told EFE news that its email service 
was affected, and that some of its employees 
were still facing problems in accessing at-
tachments, as well as sending and receiving 
messages.

Nissan Motor too, in a statement, said 
some of its plants were targeted by the ma-
licious software, although business was not 
adversely affected.

The City Council of Osaka is still moni-
toring its website that crashed at 10 a.m. on 
Monday.

Meanwhile, the country’s Financial Ser-
vices Agency has urged all domestic financial 
institutions, including banks, insurance and 
securities companies, to check if they have 
been affected.

Around 600 Japanese 
firms reportedly hit by 

malware
Mumbai, May 15 (IANS) Global semicon-

ductor revenue hit $343.5 billion in 2016 -- a 2.6 
per cent increase from 2015 revenue of $334.9 
billion, market research firm Gartner said on 
Monday. The top 25 semiconductor vendors’ 
combined revenue increased 10.5 per cent, a 
significantly better performance than the over-
all industry’s growth. However, most of this 
growth resulted from merger and acquisition 
(M&A) activity. “Worldwide semiconductor 
revenue growth was supported by increasing 

production in many electronic equipment seg-
ments, improving NAND flash memory pricing 
and relatively benign currency movements,” 
said James Hines Research Director at Gartner.

Intel retained its top spot as the largest semi-
conductor manufacturer and grew its semi-
conductor revenue 4.6 per cent in 2016. 

While Samsung Electronics continued to 
maintain the second spot with 11.7 per cent 
market share, Qualcomm stood third with 4.5 
per cent market share. 

San Francisco, May 15 
(IANS) Enterprise applica-
tion software major SAP on 
Monday announced “Cloud 
Trust Centre”, a public web-
site that offers real-time in-
formation on the current 
operations of Cloud solu-
tions from SAP.

By making this informa-
tion public, SAP aims to 
promote transparency and 
high-delivery standards.

“With the launch of SAP 
‘Cloud Trust Centre’, we are 
giving everyone exposure 

to key aspects of how we 
run our cloud environment 
to continue building their 
trust and confidence in our 
capabilities,” said Michael 
Kleinemeier, Member of the 
Executive Board of SAP SE, 
SAP Digital Business Ser-
vices, SAP.

Visitors to the website 
will be able to see some of 
the planned maintenance 

schedules, four weeks of 
historical data, real-time 
availability, security and 
data privacy so that they 
can make the best decisions 
for their critical business 
processes. 

The site features a trans-
parent view of how SAP de-
livers security, cybersecu-
rity and data centre security 
for Cloud services. 

SAP unveils ‘Cloud Trust 
Centre’ website
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New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) In-
dustry body Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and Indus-
try (FICCI) on Monday urged the 
government to take swift action to 
clamp down on the rising illicit trade 
in smuggled and counterfeit goods 
in India.

Smuggling and counterfeiting se-
verely harms the economy of a coun-
try in multi-dimensional ways. It 
undermines the local industry, sup-
presses innovation and investment, 
discourages legal imports, reduces 
the volume of revenues collected 
from duties and levies by the gov-
ernment, fuels transnational crimes 
and hampers the health of citizens, 
FICCI said in a statement here.

The apex industry body has un-
dertaken in-depth research on the 
magnitude of the problem and 
shared the findings with policy mak-
ers from the Ministry of Finance, 
Cabinet Secretariat and Prime Min-
ister's Office.

FICCI's dedicated body Commit-
tee Against Smuggling and Coun-
terfeiting Activities Destroying the 

Economy (CASCADE) has reported 
that the estimated loss to the in-
dustry in just seven industry sectors 
amounted to Rs 1,05,381 crore -- a 
44.4 per cent increase -- between 
2011-12 and 2013-14.  The apex 
industry body has undertaken in-
depth research on the magnitude of 
the problem and shared the findings 
with policy makers from the Minis-
try of Finance, Cabinet Secretariat 
and Prime Minister’s Office.

The market for contraband and 
smuggled goods is thriving in India 
and is today one of the biggest chal-
lenges faced by Indian industry, the 
industry chamber said.

FICCI urges government to put 
curbs on counterfeit goods
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RCB TAKE WOODEN SPOON, BUT END SEASON WITH WIN
NEW DELHI  MAY 15  (IANS) :  Virat Kohli 

scored a breezy 58 to guide RCB to a match-
winning total.  Royal Challengers Bangalore 
ended their Indian Premier League 
campaign on a positive note, defending 
162 successfully at the Feroz Shah Kotla on 
Sunday (May 14), to bring the league stage 
of the tenth edition to a close. 

Delhi Daredevils’ middle order kept them 
in the hunt but a mini-collapse at the end 
had them bowled out for 151, handing RCB a 
10-run win, only their third win this season.

Semblance of the old
The side that turned up today had some 

semblance of the RCB seen over the years. 
Virat Kohli and Chris Gayle were once again 
among the runs. Vishnu Vinod was bowled 
by Pat Cummins in the fifth over, but in 
that 30-run stand, he had just 3 as Gayle 
did bulk of the scoring albeit in a slow start. 
The veteran duo of Kohli and Gayle then 
came together and added 66 for the second 
wicket in 8.2 overs, giving RCB the platform to let loose towards the end. Both took their time to settle in, but Kohli seemed in sublime touch, with some outrageous shots 

on display. Especially the shot off Corey 
Anderson that cleared the ropes. All Kohli 
did was present the full face of the bat with 
a forward push. It was timed so beautifully 
that it flew over the long off fence.

Strategic break worked for Delhi
Gayle started strongly but got caught in 

a bit of a rut in the middle with boundaries 
eluding him. He muscled a six over cow 
corner as he neared a half-century, but the 
strategic time-out did the trick for Delhi 
as the burly West Indian fell first ball after 
resumption of play. Kohli and Gayle would 
have wanted to get a move on at that 
juncture of the 14th over, but it wasn’t to be 
as the latter fell for 48.

Difference between 160 and 180?
Kohli got to his fifty two overs later, but 

not before running out Travis Head with 
a call for a second. Zaheer Khan then 
dropped a return catch off Kohli on 52 and 
the batsman, almost as if to rub salt on 
Zaheer’s wounds, smacked him for six the 
next ball. However, failing to middle the 
next ball just as well, Kohli picked out long 
off and was dismissed for 58.

MADRID   MAY 15  (IANS) :  Rafael 
Nadal’s flawless record on clay this season 
continued as he outgunned the impressive 
Dominic Thiem to win the Madrid Masters 
for a fifth time 7-6 (10/8), 6-4 on Sunday.

The Spaniard is now 15-0 on his 
favoured surface this year having also 
picked up his 10th titles in Monte Carlo 
and Barcelona in recent weeks.

And the 14-time Grand Slam champion 
is now strong favourite to add a 10th 
French Open crown next month as he 
romped to victory on home soil for the 
loss of just one set all week.

Victory also moves Nadal above Roger 
Federer to fourth in the world rankings.

“I am aware that if I am fit and I can play 
well, I have the capacity to win important 
titles and achieve my goals,” said Nadal.

Thiem also fell victim to Nadal’s 
supreme form in the final in Barcelona 
two weeks ago, but there was little for 
the 23-year-old to be dispirited about as 
he pushed Nadal all the way in his first 
Masters series final.

“Sometimes against the best players 
in the world, the best ever player on this 
surface, you even lose when you play 
well,” said Thiem, who also rises to a 
career high seventh in the rankings.

“Now that I did it once, playing really 
well in such a big tournament, the next 
step is to maintain this level next week.”

Nadal disposed of Novak Djokovic for 
his first win over the Serb for three years 
on Saturday and victory saw him level 
Djokovic’s record of 30 Masters Series 
titles. Thiem didn’t finish his semi-final 
against Uruguayan Pablo Cuevas until 
after midnight on Sunday morning.

However, that lack of recovery time 
didn’t show as Thiem struck the first blow 
by breaking the Nadal serve to move into a 
3-1 first set lead. Thiem handed the break 
back by netting a simple volley for 3-3, 
but showed admirable resistance to battle 
back from 0-40 when serving to stay in the 
set a 4-5 to force a tie-break.

WI V PAK, 3RD TEST :  Yasir Shah’s five-for gifts Misbah 
Misbah-ul-Haq, Younis khan winning farewell

ROSEAU  MAY 15  (IANS) :   The victory 
also ensured that the two legends, Misbah-
ul-Haq and Younis Khan, bid farewell to the 
game on the most fulfilling note.

Pakistan could not have started the final 
day better in their bid to pay the best tribute 
to two of their greatest cricketers. Yasir 
Shah was their go-to-man and he didn’t 
disappoint, as had been the case in the Test 
thus far. It took the legspinner only 13 balls 
to draw the first blood of the day when he 
removed opener Kraigg Brathwaite.

 If there was spin from one end, there 
had to be Pakistan’s obvious strength from 
the other. Mohammad Amir didn’t delay 
his impact by long either as he knocked 
Shimron Hetmyer’s stumps to pick him for 
the third time this series.

Pakistan, who have been forever 
enchanted by pace, knew who their speed-
breaker was, and Chase imposed himself 
soon. First, in a tiny partnership with Shai 
Hope but Hasan Ali came into play with a 

lethal yorker to ping him plumb in front of 
the stumps, thus cutting it short. It remains 

one of the most enduring what-ifs of Younis 
Khan’s career: what if, in November 2009, 

he had not upped and left the captaincy? 
Where would he, and Pakistan cricket, be 
now had he continued?

Pakistan cricket is no longer as obsessed 
with that one, in light of the successes of 
the eventual beneficiary of that decision, 
Misbah-ul-Haq. But the question has 
hounded Younis’ career since, up to and 
including this, his last series.

And now, as he steps away from 
international cricket as Pakistan’s most 
prolific Test batsman, it seems he has found 
closure. “People say to me, you should’ve 
done more captaincy,” he told ESPNcricinfo.

“But I think whatever happens, happens 
for the best. Had I been captain maybe I 
wouldn’t have scored all these runs. People 
think that maybe I carry these regrets, but 
no. Had I done more, who knows whether 
I would be where I am today? If I had been 
captain for so long, maybe I would’ve been 
too distracted by other duties to score as 
many runs as I did.”

Rafael Nadal 
wins Madrid 
Masters title

HIGHLIGHTS
Nadal converted on his 

fourth match point to earn 
his 15th straight victory.

Victory moved Nadal above 
Federer to fourth in the 

world rankings.
Nadal tied Djokovic's record 
of 30 career titles in Masters 

1000 events.

Rising star Kim Si-Woo wins Players title

MIAMI  MAY 15  (IANS) : South Korean 
Kim Si-Woo became the youngest winner 
in Players Championship history, firing a 
three-under par 69 on Sunday for a three-
stroke US PGA Tour victory.

The 75th-ranked prodigy, who has played 
120 professional tournaments worldwide, 
became only the second Asian winner of the 

event after South Korea's K.J. Choi in 2011.
The 21-year-old Kim eclipsed the Players 

age mark set by Adam Scott when the 
Australian won at age 23 in 2004 at the 
famed TPC Sawgrass layout in Ponte Vedra 
Beach, Florida.

"I still can't believe I'm the champion and 
I'm the youngest champion for this major 
tournament," Kim said through a translator. 
I'm looking forward to working hard from 
now on."

Resolute and cool under pressure, Kim 
used a bogey-free final round to collect 
his biggest victory by finishing 72 holes on 
10-under 278.

Kim, ranked 75th in the world, became 
only the second non-US player to win twice 
on the US PGA Tour before age 22, joining 
last month's Masters winner, Spaniard 

Sergio Garcia. Britain's Ian Poulter and South 
African Louis Oosthuizen shared second on 
281, Poulter after a closing 71 with "Oosty" 
firing a 73. American Kyle Stanley and Rafa 
Cabrera Bello of Spain shared fourth on 282.

Kim, the US PGA's youngest player, won 
his first tour title last August at Greensboro, 
but hadn't managed a top-20 US PGA finish 
since last October and was in only his second 
Players, having shared 23rd in 2016.

"Usually I'm very nervous but last year I 
won one and I got a two-year extension," 
Kim said. "So I can hit aggressively and I 
wasn't as nervous."

Now Kim has a five-year spot on the 
tour and assured spots into many of golf's 
top events. Stanley and countryman J.B. 
Holmes, who closed with an 84, were 54-
hole co-leaders, but Holmes had bogeys on 

three of the first five holes and Stanley on 
two of the first four to stumble back.

Oosthuizen sank a four-foot birdie putt at 
the par-5 second to reach nine-under but 
found water at the fourth and made double 
bogey to fall back.

That left Poulter and Kim atop the 
leaderboard at eight-under, Poulter after 
a tap-in birdie at the second and five-foot 
birdie putt at the sixth and Kim after a 17-
foot birdie on the opening hole.

Kim sank a 24-foot birdie putt at the par-
4 seventh to seize the lead and sank an 18-
foot birdie putt at the par-5 ninth to reach 
10-under for a two-stroke advantage.

Then Kim parred his way through the 
back nine, his last putts no longer than four 
feet on any hole as he calmly ignored winds 
and tension to prevail.

Lewis Hamilton wins thrilling Spanish Grand Prix
Hamilton drove to a well-judged victory for Mercedes in a dramatic Spanish Grand Prix. The three-time champion 

made the most of key strategic decisions and win with power and precision. Hamilton finished the 66-lap contest 3.5 
seconds ahead of the four-time champion German

MONTMELO (SPAIN)  MAY 15  (IANS) 
: Lewis Hamilton roared back into serious 
contention for a fourth drivers' world 
title on Sunday when he drove to a well-
judged victory for Mercedes in a dramatic 
Spanish Grand Prix.

The three-time champion recovered 
after losing the lead from his 64th pole 
position to make the most of key strategic 
decisions and win with power and 
precision ahead of championship leader 
Sebastian Vettel of Ferrari.

Hamilton finished the 66-lap contest 
3.5 seconds ahead of the four-time 
champion German, having blasted past 
him to regain the lead after 44 laps.

It was his second win in five races this 
year and the 55th of his career and it 
brought him within six points of Vettel in 
the title race. The German now has 104 
points and Hamilton has 98.

Australian Daniel Ricciardo finished 
third for Red Bull, more than a minute 
adrift of the leaders, ahead of Mexican 
Sergio Perez and his Force India team-

mate Frenchman Esteban Ocon.
German Nico Hulkenberg came home 

sixth for Renault, ahead of compatriot 
Pascal Wehrlein of Sauber, who lost his 
place due to a time penalty for a pit-lane 
mistake during the race.

Spaniard Carlos Sainz was eighth on 
the road, but classified seventh, ahead 
of Russian Daniil Kvyat who did a superb 
job for Toro Rosso after starting at the 
back of the grid, and Frenchman Romain 
Grosjean of Haas.

Every driver, apart from those on the 
podium, was lapped during an exhausting 
contest that saw Finn Kimi Raikkonen 
of Ferrari and last year’s winner, Dutch 
teenager Max Verstappen, crash into 
retirement on the first lap.

Hamilton’s Mercedes team-mate, Finn 
Valtteri Bottas, also retired when his 
engine failed while he was running third.

“Guys what can I say?” said Hamilton 
on his team radio. “A fantastic job this 
weekend -- thank you. The strategy was 
right on it.”
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We have no quips in agreeing to 
one amazing fact that 2017 is the year 
of Deepika Padukone. From making 
a smashing debut as Serena Unger in 
the Hollywood flick, xXx: Return Of 
Xander Cage to gracing the front row 
of the New York Fashion Week and 
hobnobbing with the crème la crème 
of Hollywood at the pre and post-
Oscars 2017, Deepika Padukone has 
been silently slaying the scene with 
her sublime demeanour and a coy 
smile. What’s more? The diva who 
has been roped as the new face of the cosmetic giant, L’Oreal is off to 

Cannes for the prestigious Cannes 
International Film Festival – A Mecca 
of arts, cinema and fashion! Giving 
us an ample glimpse into what’s in 
store as the diva unleashes her re-
fined sense of fashion on the global 
fashion pundits, Deepika Padukone 
strode in confidence at the airport 
last night. Deepika Padukone has 
been dabbling it all with an unusual 
panache! Quite recently, she set a 
million hearts aflutter with her sen-
sual performance in the upcoming 
romantic thriller, Raabta in the title 
song. She followed it up with a spec-
tacular appearance at the Met Gala 
2017 with her angelic ‘Vanilla’ avatar, 
which may have missed the theme of 
the gala but it nonetheless garnered 
appreciation from the global fashion 
pundits.

There’s a new word for box 
office hit and it’s called – Baa-
hubali! Ever since the film re-
leased worldwide on April 28, it 
has been creating furore like no 
other. Right from Day 1, the film 
went on to make a breaking re-
cord when it earned a whopping 
Rs 121 crore in India. This was 
the first film to have crossed the 
Rs 100 crore mark in its day 1 col-
lection.

 The records continued as the 
film grossed the Rs 500 crore 
mark at the end of the open-
ing weekend. History was made 
when the film entered the Rs 
1000 crore club within nine days 
of its release! It was a great day 
for Indian Cinema. Baahubali 
is one of the few films that has 
fared phenomenally not only in 
its original version but also in its 
dubbed versions. For instance 
if you have noticed, the film is 
performing brilliantly in its Hindi 
version. 

As of Day 17, the film has 
earned Rs 432.80 crore in Hindi! 
it’s set to cross the Rs 450 crore 
mark. In Tmail, the film has al-
ready crossed the Rs 100 crore 
mark. This is the only film after 
Enthiran to have earned this at 
the TN BO. at the kerala box of-

fice, the film has earned Rs 50 
crore. Also Read:  Also Read: DE-
CODED! The stupendous success 
of S S Rajamouli’s Baahubali 2

 The records continued as the 
film grossed the Rs 500 crore 
mark at the end of the open-
ing weekend. History was made 
when the film entered the Rs 
1000 crore club within nine days 
of its release! It was a great day 

for Indian Cinema. Baahubali 
is one of the few films that has 
fared phenomenally not only in 
its original version but also in its 
dubbed versions. For instance 
if you have noticed, the film is 
performing brilliantly in its Hindi 
version. 

The movie was praised for its 
cinematography, exemplary VFX, 
action sequences, powerful cast 

and the genius concept over all. 
Fans can’t get enough of Prabhas 
and SS Rajamouli and the rest of 
the cast and crew. Prabhas has 
now become a global sensation 
after this project. He is the only 
one among the cast to have to 
committed to a single project for 
five years. Overwhelmed with the 
response, the team thanked fans 
for their love and support.

There is a reason why 
Madhuri Dixit is called 
the Dhak Dhak girl! When 
she dances, the hearts of 
the men, especially yours 
truly, stop for a moment. 
One of the finest actresses 
Bollywood has ever pro-
duced, Madhuri Dixit has 
been the IT girl of the Bol-
lywood in the ’80s and the 
’90s, before marital bliss 
and family life beckoned 
her. Winner of many Film-
fare awards and stealer of 
many hearts, the Tezaab 
actress is turning 50 today, 
though for her, age is just 
a number. She will always 
be our Mohini.

Madhuri Dixit began 
his Bollywood journey in 
1984 with a leading role 
in Abodh, however it took 
four years for her to be 
a nationwide sensation. 
You know the song…Ek 
Do Teen from Tezaab. Af-
ter Tezaab, she has done 
many films as the lead-
ing heroine to Sanjay 
Dutt, Anil Kapoor, Jackie 
Shroff, Rishi Kapoor, Nana 
Patekar, Shah Rukh Khan, 

Salman Khan, Aamir Khan 
and she had an amazing 
chemistry with every one 
of them. She also went to 

have some iconic songs 
to her credit, where she 
got to display her terrific 
dancing skills. 

Baahubali 2 box office collection day 17: SS Rajamouli’s 
historical drama earns Rs 432.80 crore in Hindi

Ek Do Teen, Tamma Tamma, Choli Ke Peeche – 10 
dance numbers of Madhuri Dixit that show no 

one can do thumkas like her

Nidhhi Agerwal is all set to 
make her Bollywood debut along-
side Tiger Shroff in Munna Mi-
chael. It seemed to be a fairytale 
start for the actress what with 
everything going so smoothly but 
looks like she hit a bump on the 
road. The Bandra society, where 
she was staying for the past six 

months, raised an objection 
about her staying in the build-
ing with her friend. She is being 
kicked out of the building just be-
cause she is a single actress! And 
though she is hurt, Nidhhi has not 
lost hope. She is desperately look-
ing for a flat and while no society 
is allowing her to stay yet, she will 

continue the search and move 
out of the building as soon as pos-
sible. In an exclusive interaction 
with us, Nidhhi opened up about 
the whole incident and what she 
plans to do next. Here’s what she 
had to say…

 We heard about the incident. 
Could you tell us the reason why 
this whole issue was created?

I have been living with my 
friend since the time I have come 
from Bangalore and I started 
shooting for Munna Michael. I 
am currently looking for a house 
on rent and am facing issues be-
cause I am a single girl and an 
actress.

What did you feel after hearing 
their reasons? Do you think their 
reasons are justified?

I feel it is not right to do this just 
because I am single and an ac-
tress. Mumbai is a city of dreams 
and everyone comes here with a 
lot of hopes and to make it big. I 
feel this reason is not justified and 
I wish we all could be on the same 
page and fix this. (ALSO READ – 
Tiger Shroff’s Munna Michael co-
star Nidhhi Agerwal gets kicked 
out of her house because she is a 
‘single actress’)  What is the next 
step you are taking? I am still liv-
ing with my friend and looking 
for houses so that I can shift as 
soon as possible.  Have you spo-
ken to Tiger Shroff or anyone else 
from the team of Munna Michael 
about your issue? Have you got 
any help from them?

No, I have not spoken to any-
one as of now but the entire team 
of my debut movie are very kind 
and friendly to me and I am sure 
if I ask them for help, they will all 
support me.

Twinkle Khanna tags the wrong Kattappa 
and gets a reply from his son 

Why everyone watched Baahu-
bali 2 in hordes? To know Kattappa 
ne Baahubali ko kyu maara? This 
one question shaped up the entire 
marketing strategy for the sequel. So 
obviously, Kattappa is one of the piv-
otal characters here. No wonder that 
Twinkle Khanna couldn’t stop gush-
ing over him. But while doing so, she 
made a boo boo and even got a re-
ply. She tagged Kattappa aka Sathya 
Raj’s son in her post and the latter 
replied her earnestly. (Also read: Na-
tional Film Awards: Akshay Kumar is 
Twinkle Khanna’s trophy husband; 
Anil Kapoor is Sonam Kapoor’s pho-
tographer)

It so happened that after watching 
Baahubali series back to back, Twin-

kle couldn’t stop herself from gush-
ing over Sathya Raj’s portrayal of 
Kattappa. She wrote, “Saw Baahubali 
& I’ve been calling my daughter Kat-
tappa much to her dad’s annoyance-
Perhaps he would prefer her being 
called Rowdy instead:)” When she 
got a reply from Sibi Sathya Raj who 
is Kattapa’s son for real, she mistook 
him for Sathya Raj. She wrote back 
saying, “Sir you were marvellous 
-we have seen part 1 and 2 in suc-
cession today – congratulations on 
the resounding success.” Sibi then 
cleared her confusion and thanked 
her on behalf of his father. He also 
mentions that Sathya Raj was a big 
Rajesh Khanna fan. Check out the 
entire conversation right here…
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Nidhhi Agerwal on being kicked out of her 
house: It is NOT right to do this just because 

I am a single actress

Deepika Padukone 
pulls off a fashion 

risk as she takes off 
to Cannes in style

While the Indian fashion 
scene has been majorly under-
going a change along with the 
global sensibilities, men’s fash-
ion in India is predominantly 
understated. But taking the onus 
of upping the quotient with his 
charming boyish looks and dap-
per choices is Sushant Singh 
Rajput. Climbing the fashion 
charts for his sartorial choices, 
Sushant Singh Rajput has been 
pushing the style boundaries in 
tandem with his fashion stylists, 
Priyanka and Kazim. Promot-
ing his upcoming flick, Raabta, 
armed with his sparkling chem-
istry with co-star Kriti Sanon and 
an on-point style game, Sushant 
was recently observed making a 

serious case for monotones with 
an inclination for blue and grey 
shades. Experimental and con-
temporary, Sushant’s take on 
fashion is a heady mix of luxury 
couture and high street fashion 

that he flits between effortlessly 
for his numerous red carpet and 
promotional outings.

Sushant Singh Rajput re-
cently created a stir with his 
all-white avatar for the Vogue 
cover, where he was seen pos-
ing with the supermodel, Kend-
all Jenner, and upped the quirk 
with his shenanigans with a 
towel while posing for ace pho-
tographer Mario Testino’s tow-
el series. While his on-screen 
persona clearly comes across 
as someone who indulges in 
risks that pay off handsomely, 
Sushant’s off-screen style is 
synonymous with his edgy ap-
proach to life. He is emerging 
as the poster boy for some ver-
satile fashion statements, giving 
all those hunky models a good 
run for their money! Giving us 
a heady potent mix of fashion 
that is individualistic, creative 
and edgy.

Sushant Singh Rajput pushes style 
boundaries with his risque and 

edgy fashion game! The bromance of Arjun 
Kapoor and Ranveer Singh 
has gone from being co-
stars to more than co-stars 
and now Arjun Kapoor has 
finally spilled the beans on 
his relationship with Ran-
veer Singh. In a recent video, 
Arjun is seen introducing 
someone where he says, “co-
star se thoda sa zyada lekin 
lover se thoda sa kam”(bit 
more than a costar but bit 
lesser than a lover). He then 
instructs camera to pan 
towards his left where we 
can see his Half Girlfriend 
co-star Shraddha Kapoor, 
where Arjun interrupts and 
prompts the cameraman to 
pan more towards his left 
and we can see that some-

one is none other than Ran-
veer Singh, standing in a jo-
vial mood. Ranveer Singh in 
his quirky sense of humour 
introduces himself as Arjun 
ki Half Girlfriend. He says, 

“Hi main hoon Arjun ki real 
life Half Girlfriend” and he 
even goes on to call Shrad-
dha Kapoor “Kalmoohi”. All 
with a feminine touch in his 
demeanour.

Not Shraddha Kapoor, Ranveer Singh is Arjun 
Kapoor’s ‘Half Girlfriend’ – here’s proof


