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North Korea tensions: US installs 
missile defence system in S Korea

Bihar’s role in freedom 
struggle brushed aside: 

Nitish Kumar

Washington, April 26 (IANS) Indian-American 
dentist Surya Dhakar is running for Virginia’s 
House of Delegates’ 56th District seat.

Dhakar, a Republican, has put his name in the 
pool of candidates looking to fill the seat being 
vacated by Republican Peter Farrell, who is not 
seeking re-election.

He is up against four fellow Republicans: John 
McGuire, Graven Craig, George Goodwin and 
Matt C. Pinsker, apart from two Democratic 
candidates: Melissa M. Dart and Lizzie Drucker-
Basch, the American Bazaar online reported on 
Wednesday.

Dhakar is married and a resident of Henrico 
County, Virginia. He has served on the Viriginia 
Board of Dentistry from 2011 to 2015 and oper-
ates a dental clinic in the Glen Allen area.

Seoul, April 26 (IANS) A group of women 
from North and South Koreas, along with 
women activists from other countries, sent on 
Wednesday a letter to US President Donald 
Trump, urging him to stop his war rhetoric.

The activists of the group Women Cross DMZ 
asked Trump to prevent a military escalation in 
the Korean peninsula, Efe news reported.

“Peace is the most powerful deterrent of all,” read 
the letter signed by the activists, including Irish No-
bel peace laureate Mairead Maguire, and Gloria 
Steinem, a Jewish writer, journalist and a feminist 
icon in the US. “President Trump could demonstrate 
his art of deal-making by advancing what will and 
has only ever worked: diplomacy and engagement,” 
according the letter that was published online.

It added that a dialogue with Pyongyang 
“would be a real benchmark of success” for 
the new US administration. A statement by 
Women Cross DMZ said: “We are united by our 
belief that diplomacy is the only way to resolve 
the nuclear crisis and threat of war now facing 
the Korean Peninsula.”
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Priyanka Chopra on Akshay Kumar’s 
National Award win controversy: 

I don’t know anything about it

New Delhi, April 26 
(IANS) Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday discussed a 
range of bilateral issues 
and matters of mutual 
concern with visiting Sri 
Lankan Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe 
here. Following the talks, 
an agreement on coop-
eration in economic proj-
ects between India and 
Sri Lanka was signed.

“Held comprehensive 
talks with PM Ranil Wick-
remesinghe on ways to 
strengthen India-Sri Lan-
ka ties for the benefit of 
our citizens,” Modi tweet-
ed after the meeting held 
at Hyderabad House. 
External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj, Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh, 

and Road, Transport, 
Highways and Shipping 
Minister Nitin Gadkari 
also called on the visiting 
dignitary. “The discus-
sions of the Indian lead-
ership with the visiting 
dignitary provided both 
sides an opportunity to 
review the progress in im-
plementation of the deci-
sions taken during vari-
ous high-level exchanges 
in the past two years or 
so, including the visit of 
the Prime Minister to Sri 
Lanka in March 2015 and 
the visits of the President 
and the Prime Minister of 
Sri Lanka to India since 
February 2015,” the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry 
said in a statement. “The 
two sides expressed their 
satisfaction at the prog-

ress in implementation 
of the outcomes of these 
exchanges, which further 
strengthened the histori-
cally close and friendly 
relations between the two 
countries,” it said.

The ministry said that 
the Indian side reiterated 
India’s commitment to 
promoting prosperity in 
the neighbourhood and af-
firmed the continued sup-
port of India for realising 
the vision of the Sri Lankan 
leadership for a stable, 
peaceful and prosperous 
Sri Lanka. The leaders wel-
comed the memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) 
on cooperation in eco-
nomic projects that was 
signed after the meeting 
between Modi and Wick-
remesinghe. 

Mumbai, April 26 (IANS) 
A four-seater trainer aircraft 
crashed in the Vainganga river 
on the Maharashtra-Madhya 
Pradesh border on Wednesday 
killing the pilot and a female 
trainee after it got entangled in 
wires above the water line, a top 
official said here.

Gondia Superintendent of 
Police (Dr) Dilip Patil-Bhujbal 
said the victims were a retired 
Indian Air Force pilot, Capt. 
Ranjan Gupta, and a trainee, 

Himani Kalyani, hailing from 
Mumbai.

Himani’s parents are em-
ployed with the private carrier 
Indigo Airlines and have rushed 
to Gondia from Mumbai, while 
a team of Directorate-General 
of Civil Aviation investigators is 
en route, the official said.

“The exact reasons behind 
the crash are yet to be ascer-
tained. The bodies of both vic-
tims have been recovered as 
also the plane debris which was 

fished out of the river waters,” 
Patil-Bhujbal told IANS.

He said the aircraft DA-42 
took off on a training sortie 
from the Birsi airport at Gondia 
around 9.24 a.m. but around 20 
minutes later lost contact with 
the local air traffic control.

Thereafter, according to local 
eyewitnesses, the aircraft ap-
parently developed some snag 
and the pilot attempted to land 
it on some plain ground near 
the river.

Jammu, April 26 (IANS) The Jam-
mu and Kashmir government on 
Wednesday banned all social media 
platforms like Facebook, Twitter and 
WhatsApp for one month in the Valley 
in order to prevent “anti-national and 
anti-social elements” from spreading 
“inflammatory messages”.

Mobile Internet services have re-
mained suspended in the Valley since 
April 19 following widespread stu-
dents’ unrest.

The Home Department order in this 
regard read: “On careful examination 
of all relevant factors, it is observed 
that the use of social media platforms, 
which are being misused by anti-
national and anti-social elements by 
transmitting inflammatory messages 
in various forms, are immediately re-

quired to be regulated/curbed”. The 
order places a blanket ban on social 
networking platforms including Face-
book, Twitter, WhatsApp, WeChat, 
Qzone, Tumblr, Google+, Baidu, Sky-
pe, Viber, Line, Snapchat, Pinterest, 
Telegram and the like.

The order directed all internet ser-
vice providers (ISPs) that any message 
or picture through these social net-
working platforms should be immedi-
ately banned. The ban remains effec-
tive till further orders or for a period of 
one month, whichever is earlier.

The authorities had also blocked 
over 300 WhatsApp groups that, the 
government said, had been spread-
ing rumours to stoke passions 
among the youth during the volatile 
situation in Kashmir.

Mumbai, April 26 (IANS) Social 
activist Anna Hazare on Wednesday 
blamed his former protege and Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwals quest 
for power behind the Aam Aadmi Par-
tys (AAP) debacle in the Delhi civic 
polls. As the counting of votes polled 
in the April 23 elections progressed, 
the Bharatiya Janata Party was headed 
for a clean sweep and set to retain the 
three municipal corporations for the 
third term in a row. “People gave him 

a mandate and he got an opportunity 
to turn Delhi into a model state for the 
entire country to replicate. But power 
is bad. Once you sit in the chair, you 
lose your power of thinking,” said 
Hazare. “Instead of working for Delhi, 
he started thinking about (capturing 
power in) Punjab and Goa. There was 
no need for him to hurry. “But he was 
in a hurry and people realised that it is 
power in his mind and not society or 
the country,” he said. 
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BJP’s hat-trick win in Delhi 
civic poll routs AAP, Congress 

Rajiv Rai Bhatnagar 
appointed new CRPF chief 

after Sukma attack 

New Delhi, April 26 (IANS) 
Riding on a Modi wave and de-
feating anti-incumbency, the 
BJP on Wednesday retained 
with a sweeping majority its 10-
year hold on the capital’s three 
civic bodies, routing the city’s 
ruling AAP which blamed rigged 
EVMs for its poor show in the 
municipal polls.

The BJP won 181 of the 270 
wards that polled on Sunday, 
way above the halfway mark to 
secure control of all the three 
Municipal Corporations of 
Delhi - North, South and East. 
The BJP won 64 of 103 wards 

in North, 70 of 104 in South 
and 47 of 63 in East. The Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) led by Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal could 
manage wins in just 48 wards 
and the Congress was way be-
hind with 30 seats. The Bahujan 
Samaj Party won three wards, 
Indian National Lok Dal and 
Samajwadi Party one each and 
independents won six wards.

A jubilant BJP credited its 
continued electoral success to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
who tweeted his thanks to the 
people of Delhi for retaining 
their faith in the party. “I laud 

the hardwork of (Delhi BJP) 
team which made the resound-
ing MCD win possible.”

BJP President Amit Shah, who 
is in West Bengal, said the elec-
tion results, coming close on the 
heels of the party’s successes 
in the assembly polls in Uttar 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Goa and 
Manipur, have taken forward 
the “Modi and BJP juggernaut”.

Delhi BJP chief Manoj Tiwari, 
the brain behind the party’s 
“AAP se na ho ga” (AAP can’t do 
it) campaign, also credited the 
victory to Modi and his devel-
opmental policies. 

New Delhi, April 26 (IANS) The govern-
ment on Wednesday appointed senior 
IPS officer Rajiv Rai Bhatnagar as new 
chief of the Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF), two days after the force lost 25 
men in a deadly Maoist attack in Sukma 
district of Chhattisgarh. Bhatnagar, a 
1983 batch officer of Uttar Pradesh cad-
re, was appointed to the post nearly two 
months after the retirement of previous 
incumbent K. Durga Prasad on February 

28. Additional Director General Sudeep 
Lakhtakia, a 1981 batch IPS officer, was 
handling additional charge as CRPF Di-
rector General. Prasad headed the force 
as its chief for one year from March 1, 
2016 to February 28, 2017. 

Bhatnagar is currently serving as Di-
rector General of the Narcotics Control 
Bureau - an ADG rank post which has 
temporarily been upgraded to a Special 
Director General rank.

The Vice President, Shri M. Hamid Ansari being awarded with a degree of Honorary Doctor of 
the Yerevan State University, in Yerevan, Armenia on April 26, 2017. The Vice-Rector of Yerevan 

State University, Mr. Gegham Gevorgyan is also seen. PIB

The President, Shri Pranab Mukherjee releasing the Souvenir at the inaugural func-
tion of the centenary celebrations of Osmania University, in Hyderabad on April 26, 

2017. The Governor of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, Shri E.S.L. Narasimhan, the Chief 
Minister of Telangana, Shri K. Chandrasekhar Rao and the Minister of State for Labour 

and Employment (Independent Charge), Shri Bandaru Dattatreya are also seen. PIB
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The Speaker, Arunachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly, Shri T.N. 
Thongdok meeting the Minister of State for Culture and Tourism 

(Independent Charge), Dr. Mahesh Sharma to discuss on Chillipam 
Heritage Park, in New Delhi.

Chandigarh, April 26 (IANS) Punjab 
Chief Minister Amarinder Singh on 
Wednesday ordered a crackdown on 
private medical and dental colleges 
in the state, warning them to either 
mend ways or shut shop.

Accusing private institutions of 
engaging in the business of making 
money at the cost of the students’ fu-
ture, the Chief Minister issued these 
orders at a review meeting of the Med-
ical Education, Research, and Health 
and Family Welfare Department here.

Amarinder Singh warned that pri-
vate medical and dental colleges 
found violating admission norms 
and not delivering quality education 
would be shut, and said his govern-
ment will not allow such institutions 
to play with the future of students.

The future of hundreds of students 
of Gian Sagar Group’s medical college 
and Chintpurni Medical College in 

Punjab remains uncertain. 
During the meeting, the Depart-

ment Secretary said authorities 
have already clamped down on 
such private colleges, especially 
nursing institutions, found flout-
ing norms of admissions and not 
imparting quality education. Amid 
complaints of lack of funds faced by 
most government medical colleges, 
the Chief Minister asked Chief Sec-
retary Karan Avtar Singh to ensure 
that central funds reserved for med-
ical education are made available 
to these colleges for infrastructural 
upgradation and other measures to 
enhance education quality. He di-
rected the Chief Secretary to look 
into Medical Education Depart-
ment’s complaint that it was not re-
ceiving state funding, and work out 
modalities for fund allocation from 
the exchequer, as feasible.

New Delhi, April 26 
(IANS) The Delhi High 
Court on Wednesday took 
suo motu cognizance of a 
media report which said 
that a 21-year-old speech 
and hearing impaired 
woman has been missing 
from Adarsh Nagar Metro 
Station here since April 
21. A division bench of 
Justice Vipin Sanghi and 
Justice Deepa Sharma 
sought status report from 
the Delhi Police on the is-
sue. According to the news 
report, while travelling in 
the Delhi Metro on April 
21, the woman was unable 
to get out of the train at Ja-
hangirpuri station, while 

her mother and sister de-
boarded. A Delhi Metro 
official had said that a 
team was constituted to 
look into the case. 

The team would also 
scan through the video 
footage of CCTV cam-
eras installed inside the 
stations, he said. Later, 
in one of the video foot-
ages, the woman was seen 
coming out at the next 
Metro station, Adarsh 
Nagar. The incident came 
to light on the evening of 
April 21 when the mother 
approached the Metro 
Police Station. The inci-
dent had taken place in 
the afternoon.

New Delhi, April 26 (IANS) The 
first step was a Supreme Court 
panel recommending that all the 
northeastern states are entitled 
to full affiliation and voting rights 
in the Indian cricket board. Now, 
Mizoram Chief Minister Lal Than-
hawla, whose love for sports is 
not new, has unveiled plans for a 
stadium fashioned on Australia’s 
MCG -- one of the world’s larg-
est -- as a precursor to producing 
world-class players.

“Just close to the football 
ground in Sairang, there is a crick-
et stadium coming up, which is 
the size of the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground (MCG) that can host 
100,024 visitors,” Lal Thanhawla, 
a five-time Chief Minister who 
had represented undivided Assam 
during his school and college days 

in both football and hockey, told 
IANS in an interview here.

Sairang is a 30-40 minute drive 
from state capital Aizawl.

The ultimate aim, Lal Than-
hawla, 74, said, was to produce 
world-class cricketers, especially 
after his state along with the other 
northeast states, got the Supreme 
Court nod on the Justice R.M. 
Lodha panel’s recommenda-
tions for full affiliation and vot-
ing rights. “I have been fighting 
for full voting rights of Mizoram 
Cricket Association (MCA). The 
Board of Control for Cricket in In-
dia (BCCI) never did that but I am 
very happy that the Lodha panel 
has directed that all the north-
eastern associations are given full 
affiliation,” said Thanhawla, who 
is also the President of the MCA.

Till now, only Assam and Tri-
pura were affiliated to the board 
and could field teams for the 
Ranji Trophy and other BCCI-
sanctioned tournaments. “Right 
from Sharad Pawar’s time in the 
BCCI, when Arun Jaitley was the 
chairman of the affiliation board, 
I promised them that in five years 
I will produce world-class cricket-
ers if given affiliation,” he added. 
The Chief Minister said he had 
approached Pawar, the then BCCI 
President, on many occasions 
but had to return empty-handed 
every time. But Lal Thanhawla 
felt the change in the national 
body’s constitution has given a 
new ray of hope to hundreds of 
talented cricketers who are ready 
to showcase their potenitial. Lal 
Thanhawla reiterated his stance 

on producing top class cricketers 
from the region, who according to 
him are gifted with a “big heart” 
and “courageous mind”. “We can 
produce the best class cricketers 
in the country. Mizo boys are born 
with a great physique and in field-
ing we are very courageous. I have 
been to many local tournaments 
where I am impressed with the 
kind of talent we have.”

Known for speaking his heart 
out, the veteran politician alleged 
that many India players are so 
affulent that they do not want to 
risk themselves in the field. “In-
dian cricketers are too rich, some 
are so much that they do not even 
want to throw themselves in the 
field. They are afraid of injuring 
themselves. You got to have a cou-
rageous mind.”

New Delhi, April 26 (IANS) Founded in 
2004, Facebook -- on track to hit two bil-
lion active monthly users this year -- is 
now the fifth-largest US firm by market 
capitalisation (exceeding $400 billion) 
and owns the world’s most popular apps: 
WhatsApp, Instagram and Messenger.

On the other hand, popular image 
messaging platform Snapchat’s parent 
company Snap Inc grew to $25 billion in 
market capitalisation after its mega IPO 
in March. Launched in 2011, Snapchat 
today has a little over 160 million active 
daily users. That Facebook is going af-
ter Snapchat is not news, but the battle 
has now become somewhat ugly. At its 
recently-concluded F8 developer con-
ference in San Jose in the US, CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg launched “Camera Effects 
Platform” to encourage augmented re-
ality (AR) effects -- a move reported by 
The New York Times as Facebook’s “bra-
zen heist” over Snapchat. It is Snapchat 
which has popularised animated AR self-
ie masks and facial filters. Facebook has 
also added Snapchat-style “Stories” and 
camera special effects to all its core social 
apps: Facebook, Messenger, WhatsApp 
and Instagram.

Facebook has also added Geostickers to 
Instagram, offering location-specific tags 
in two cities (New York City and Jakarta) 
that users can paste over images. Snap-
chat launched Geofilters back in 2014. 
Why does a giant need to “copy” or bor-
row features at all when it can innovate at 
will? “Facebook is not just learning/bor-
rowing features from Snapchat (mostly to 
Instagram), but it has been borrowing fea-
tures from other messaging apps too. For 
example, Facebook Messenger learned a 
lot of features from WeChat (China) since 
last year’s F8, such as creating branded 
accounts and letting brands use it for cus-
tomer services,” Xiaofeng Wang, Senior 
Analyst with US-based market research 
firm Forrester, told IANS. The new group 

chatbot feature announced at F8 this year 
is also very similar to what “Line” (Japan) 
has already offered. It’s not unusual in the 
tech industry to create similar features 
inspired by other companies. Line and 
WhatsApp picked up the idea of a voice 
messaging feature from WeChat too.

“Legally, it’s hard to prove ‘copy’. But 
Facebook has been launching new fea-
tures to retain user-activity and attract 
younger generations as Snapchat attracts 
the younger generation better than Face-
book,” Wang noted. Originally launched 
by Snapchat, the “Stories” feature shows 
photos and videos shared in chronologi-
cal order that disappear after 24 hours. 
Facebook introduced something similar 
in its app Instagram last August. Today, 
Instagram has over 200 million people 
Stories daily -- more than even Snapchat.

Today, Messenger, WhatsApp and the 
main Facebook app have all added “Sto-
ries” feature (In WhatsApp, it is called 
‘Status’). “Like other internet giants, 
Facebook leverages the power of the eco-
system, same as Tencent or Alibaba in 
China. It’s not the battle between Face-
book and Snapchat, rather than ecosys-
tem strategy vs a single-platform strate-
gy,” Wang told IANS. According to Anoop 
Mishra, one of the nation’s leading social 
media experts, most of the product-based 
companies involve their research and de-
velopment team to keep a close eye spe-
cially on the features implemented by 
surrounding chasers. “Features like Poke 
(2012), Slingshot (2014), Bolt (2014), One-
Hour Messages (2015), News Feed-Only 
Posts (2016), Quick Updates (2016) and 
Instagram Stories (2016) are somehow 
imitated, snatched or neatly cloned in re-
cent history by Facebook from Snapchat,” 
Mishra told IANS. “This could be a part of 
their strategy to influence more and more 
active users and keep themselves ahead 
of the surrounding competitors which 
helps them gain internet .

New Delhi, April 26 (IANS) Were 
EVMs really rigged to ensure the BJP’s 
win in Delhi civic polls as alleged by 
the AAP? May be not, if the vote share 
trend of the political parties in Delhi 
over the years is analysed. 

For the BJP, its dedicated voter base 
has remained more or less the same 
over the past nearly 25 years, accord-
ing to electoral data since 1993 when 
voting for the Delhi Assembly was 
held for the first time. According to the 
State Election Commission, the BJP 
garnered around 36 per cent of the to-
tal votes in the April 23 civic polls, fol-
lowed by the AAP with 26 per cent and 
the Congress 21.

If the AAP’s claim that the EVMs 
were “tampered with on large scale” 
is assumed to be true then the vote 
share of the BJP should have seen a 
significant jump. Picture this: During 
the 2012 civic polls as well - the only 
other civic polls after the trifurcation 
of the Municipal Corporation of Delhi 
- the BJP got over 36 per cent votes, 
winning 138 out of the 272 wards. The 
average of the BJP’s vote share in all 
assembly elections since 1993 is also 

36 per cent. During the 2015 assembly 
polls, when the BJP was humiliated by 
the AAP leaving it with just three of the 
70 assembly seats, the BJP still man-
aged to get over 32 per cent of the total 
votes. Take a look at the vote share of 
the other parties:

In the 2015 Assembly elections, 
the AAP had got over 54 per cent 
votes while the Congress got around 
nine. This time around, the Con-
gress significantly gained with a vote 
share of over 21 per cent, while the 
AAP vote share declined to just over 
26 per cent, less than half of its 2015 
vote share. “He (Kejriwal) was not 
ready to perform... He did not want 
to work with the central govern-
ment. He did not understand the 
mood of the nation. The mood of the 
nation is ‘Modi’,” Union Minister 
M. Venkaiah Naidu said. It appears 
that while the AAP’s vote share has 
reduced, those gaining from it are 
the Congress, other smaller par-
ties and the Independents. Thus 
the AAP’s claims of EVM tampering 
doesn’t hold good on this ground, at 
least. The other possibility is that the 

EVMs may not have been tampered 
with, while some of them may have 
possibly malfunctioned. Delhi State 
Election Commissioner S.K. Srivas-
tava said the machines used in the 
civic polls were in “good condition” 
and can’t be tampered with.

State Election Commission officials 
told IANS that there was no such EVM 
which gave all the votes to the BJP or 
any single party. Delhi Chief Minister 
and AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal has 
been one of the most vocal critics of 
the Election Commission over the is-
sue and had been demanding elec-
tions by paper ballot, or at least using 
EVM machines with paper trail. 

The AAP has been repeatedly alleg-
ing that the EVMs had been tampered 
to help BJP win election after elec-
tion. Rejecting the AAP’s allegations, 
the BJP said Kejriwal should learn to 
accept defeat. “He (Kejriwal) was not 
ready to perform... He did not want 
to work with the central government. 
He did not understand the mood of 
the nation. The mood of the nation is 
‘Modi’,” Union Minister M. Venkaiah 
Naidu said.

New Delhi, April 26 (IANS) 
People in Delhi have suffered be-
cause of negative politics that hit 
a new low in the last two and half 
years, and the time has come for 
some positivism, says city BJP chief 
Manoj Tiwari. In a wide-ranging 
interview with IANS on the eve of 
Delhi civic poll results, Tiwari, who 
faced his first electoral test in the 
capital and emerged victorious, 
lashed out at previous city govern-
ments for discriminatory politics. 
The BJP thrashed the ruling Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP), winning the 
civic body polls for the third term 
in a row. “For the last 15 years, we 
have only seen negative politics 
being played out in Delhi that at-
tained a new low in the last two and 

a half years,” the Bhojpuri singer-
actor-turned-politician said. “Delhi 
turned out to be a wrestling ring 
(between politicians) in which only 
people suffered. Thus, we want to 
nourish positive politics in the hap-
pening city.”

He said opposition was do-
ing politics in criticising the BJP-
governed Delhi civic bodies.  But 
people, he said, have realised now 
that “in the last 10 years, the previ-
ous governments (of the Congress 
and the Aam Aadmi Party) had fol-
lowed the policy of discrimination.  
“When they question the civic bod-
ies, they should look at their own 
performances.”  The BJP has been 
ruling the three civic bodies -- East 
Delhi Municipal Corporation, New 

Delhi Municipal Corporation and 
South Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion -- for the past 10 years. Speak-
ing about the cleanliness or the lack 
of it in the capital, Tiwari said the 
city drainage and roads, “also in 
miserable conditions”, were being 
maintained by the Public Works 
Department of the government. 

“The people of Delhi have under-
stood they (the Congress and the 
AAP) are not bothered about their 
pain and suffering. That is why they 
have chosen to stand with Prime 
Minister (Narendra) Modi and his 
policies,” said the BJP leader, who 
represents northeast Delhi in the 
Lok Sabha. Tiwari told IANS that he 
led the BJP’s fight in civic polls not 
against “the AAP or the Congress 

but against the misgovernance” in 
the city. He said despite the AAP’s 
“brouhaha” to provide free water 
supply to every household in the 
city, people in some slum areas 
faced acute water storage while 
farmers suffered from government 
apathy and youth and women 
faced also battled issues.

Even before the results of the 
civic body polls were announced, 
Tiwari said the verdict would be 
a “clear cut referendum” against 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
and the AAP government. “They 
should leave and go. I know 
(Chief Minster Arvind) Kejriwal 
is not going to listen to anybody. 
I will still advise him to work for 
the people of Delhi.

Will renew Delhi politics with 
positivity: Delhi BJP chief

India can bolster 
Snapchat’s prospects as 
Facebook goes after it 

Punjab orders crackdown on 
private medical, dental colleges

Mizoram to soon boast MCG-sized cricket stadium: CM

Delhi HC seeks report on 
missing speech, hearing 

impaired woman

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi chairing eighteenth interaction 
through PRAGATI - the ICT-based, multi-modal platform for Pro-Active 

Governance and Timely Implementation, in New Delhi.

Why AAP’s claim of EVM tampering isn’t tenable



The Vice President, Shri M. Hamid Ansari being congratulated by the Minister of Education and 
Science, Armenia, Mr. Levon Mkrtchyan on being awarded with a degree of Honorary Doctor of 

the Yerevan State University, in Yerevan, Armenia.

New Delhi/Bhubaneswar, 
April 26 (IANS) A Delhi court 
on Wednesday framed charg-
es against former Union Min-
ister Dilip Ray and others in 
a case of allocation of a coal 
block in Jharkhand in 1999.

Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) Special Judge 
Bharat Parashar framed the 
charges against Ray -- Min-
ister of State for Coal in the 
then NDA government in 1999 
-- along with Coal Ministry 
Additional Secretary Pradip 
Kumar Banerjee, then Adviser 
(Projects) Nitya Nand Gau-
tam, company Castron Tech-
nologies Ltd. and its Director 
Mahendra Kumar Agarwalla 
and firm Castron Mining.

The charges pertain to 

cheating, criminal conspiracy 
and criminal breach of trust.  
“While I was the Minister, 
BJP MP P.K. Agarwal brought 
the coal block allocation pro-
posal. I sent it to the Ministry 
to re-examine it. The CBI erro-
neously alleged that in view of 
my endorsement of his repre-
sentation for re-examination, 
Castron owned by Agarwal 
was allotted a coal block,” Ray 
said in a statement. After the 
accused pleaded not guilty 
and claimed trial, the court 
listed the matter for July 11.

The case pertains to alleged 
irregularities in allocation 
of Brahmadiha coal block in 
Giridih in Jharkhand to Cas-
tron Technologies Ltd in 1999.

Reacting to the develop-

ment, Dilip Ray claimed in 
Odisha capital Bhubaneswar 
that he is a victim of “political 
vendetta” unleashed by the 
then United Progressive Alli-
ance government.

Ray, said he, however, has 
complete faith in the judi-
cial system and claimed in-
nocence in the coal scam. 
“The scam-ridden UPA gov-
ernment, out of sheer politi-
cal vendetta, pressurised the 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion to dig out something to 
malign me and its predecessor 
NDA government headed by 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and an 
FIR was registered in Septem-
ber 2012,” said Ray, a Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) MLA in 
Odisha.

“While I was the Minister, 
BJP MP P.K. Agarwal brought 
the coal block allocation pro-
posal. I sent it to the Ministry 
to re-examine it. The CBI erro-
neously alleged that in view of 
my endorsement of his repre-
sentation for re-examination, 
Castron owned by Agarwal 
was allotted a coal block,” Ray 
said in a statement.

He said a screening com-
mittee recommends coal 
block allocation and he wasn’t 
its member then. Ray said the 
coal block’s allocation was 
recommended by the then 
Jharkhand government in fa-
vour of Castron, as it was an 
abandoned coal block from 
which coal was regularly plun-
dered by the mafia.
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Court frames charges against Ray; 
ex-minister cries vendetta

The Sikyong (Prime Minister) of Central Tibetan Administration (CTA), Dr. Lobsang 
Sangay calling on the Minister of State for Culture and Tourism (Independent Charge), 

Dr. Mahesh Sharma, in New Delhi .

New Delhi APr 26 : We, at AAFT, 
are in higher education for last 
twenty three years, all our film, 
television, media, fashion courses 
are running at a very subsidized 
course fee. Idea is to pass on the 
good education and training to 
larger number of students so that 
they can do well in life.

There is another segment in 
the country who all cannot afford 
even the basic school education, 
keeping that in mind we started 
a school under the name and 
banner of Apna School 8 years 
back with 8 students in Noida 
slum area of sector 16A with no 
fee. Now we are running twelve 
school in 12 different areas of 
Noida slums with almost 800 stu-
dents being taught free of cost. 
Today we are launching a new 
creative centre for all these kids 
who will be provided with a basic 
knowledge about the creative arts 

like theatre, dance, music, films, 
paintings and talks by important 
people of the society.

These unprivileged children 
have no source otherwise to get 
affiliated to any of the arts avail-

able in the country.  We, at AAFT, 
are in higher education for last 
twenty three years, all our film, 
television, media, fashion courses 
are running at a very subsidized 
course fee. Idea is to pass on the 
good education and training to 
larger number of students so that 
they can do well in life. They have 
already been part of Global Film 
Festivals, Global Literary festivals, 
Global journalism Festivals orga-
nized by Marwah Studios and In-
ternational Chamber of Media And 
Entertainment Industry. These 
kids will have a golden opportunity 
to be part of Radio Noida, MSTV 
channel,  Painting competitions, a 
tour to new Delhi etc. in next few 
weeks. The Centre is personally 
cared by cine star Mohit Marwah 
who has been philanthropist in his 
ideas. A special meeting has been 
organized for the young students 
with Mohit Marwah.

New Delhi, 26th April 2017: 
UBM India announced the 5th 
edition of the Concrete Show In-
dia (CSI), the only expo in the 
country exclusively dedicated to 
the Construction and Infrastruc-
ture sector. Covering key areas 
including roads and highways, 
housing, airports, ports, power, 
rail, dams & bridges, Concrete 
Show India 2017 will be held at 
the Bombay Convention & Exhi-
bition Centre ( BCEC), Goregaon, 
Mumbai  from May 4 – 6, 2017.  

Speaking on the announcement 
of the 5th edition of Concrete 
Show India, Mr. Yogesh Mudras, 
Managing Director, UBM India 
said, “The government’s mega 
push for infrastructure, as seen 
from the Union Budget FY17-18, 
is set to provide a huge potential 
for stakeholders in the sector. Pro-
active policies and investments 
made in roadways, railways, air-
ports and several other smart-city 
initiatives, have also truly borne 
fruit, so much so that in 2016, India 

jumped 19 places in World Bank’s 
Logistics Performance Index (LPI) 
2016, to rank 35th amongst 160 
countries.  The Indian construc-
tion equipment industry, which 
was also stuck in a rut for a few 
years in the interim, has revived 
and is expected to grow to a huge 
US$ 5 billion by FY2019-20. Along 
with the main exhibition, Con-
crete Show India 2017 scores high 
on knowledge-sharing among 
its industry peers.  The show will 
hold a two-day technical seminar 
that will focus on ‘Practices for 
Sustainable Smart Cities: 2017 and 
Beyond Methods, Materials, Ma-
chinery and Manpower’. Helmed 
by industry thought leaders, the 
topics of discussion will pertain to 
‘Planning Smart Cities: CIDCO / 
GIFT’; ‘Constructing Smartly and 
Sustainably’; ‘Repair and Rehab 
for Concrete Infrastructure’; ‘Skill 
Development for Smart Construc-
tion’; ‘Roads, Infrastructure and 
Connectivity’; and ‘Smart Sustain-
able Construction Machinery’.

NHRC notice to 
Delhi hospital for 
running without 

equipment
New Delhi, April 26 (IANS) The 

National Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC) has sought a detailed 
report from Hindu Rao Hospital 
over allegations that one of the 
oldest and biggest hospitals here 
was operating without the neces-
sary equipment.

Taking cognisance of a media 
report, the NHRC issued notices 
to the medical superintendent of 
the hospital as well as the North 
Delhi Municipal Corporation 
which runs it asking them to give a 
detailed report within four weeks. 

“Its Anesthesia Department is 
operating without monitors and 
boiling instruments. Even the 
blood pressure monitoring ap-
paratus is not available, result-
ing in hardships to the poor pa-
tients. Reportedly, an amount of 
Rs 32 lakhs was sanctioned by the 
Standing Committee last year but 
the instruments have not yet been 
purchased,” the NHRC said in a 
statement.  Taking cognisance of 
a media report, the NHRC issued 
notices to the medical superin-
tendent of the hospital as well as 
the North Delhi Municipal Corpo-
ration which runs it asking them 
to give a detailed report within 
four weeks.  “The Commission 
has observed that the contents of 
the news report, if true, raise se-
rious issue of violation of human 
rights,” it said. 

“Allegations about the pathetic 
condition of such a significant 
institution, indeed, indicate vio-
lation of Right to Health Care of 
general public,” the statement 
added. 

New Delhi, April 26 (IANS) Road construction in 
rural areas of the country under the ‘Pradhan Mantri 
Gram Sadak Yojana’ (PMGSY) has achieved the high-
est so far average with daily construction rate of 130 
km, it was announced on Wednesday.

The announcement came a day after Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi reviewed progress of key infra-
structure sectors, including roads, railways, airports, 
ports, digital and coal.

The fast road construction speed has led to an ad-
dition of 47,400 km of PMGSY roads during 2016-17, 
which have resulted in 11,641 additional habitations 
being connected with roads during this period, an 
official statement said. Over 4,000 km of rural roads 
have been constructed using green technology. The 
use of non-conventional materials such as waste 
plastic, cold mix, geo-textiles, fly ash, iron and copper 

slag is being pushed aggressively, it added. According 
to it, the Prime Minister also directed “efficient and 
stringent” monitoring of rural roads construction 
and their quality. For this, he emphasised the use 
of space technology in addition to the technologies 
already being used, such as the ‘Meri Sadak’ mobile 
phone app. He also called for expeditious comple-
tion of vital links which will connect the remaining 
unconnected habitations at the earliest. 

 Modi, it said, directed the use of new technologies 
in road construction and asked NITI Aayog to exam-
ine global standards in the application of technology 
for infrastructure creation, and their feasibility in In-
dia.  In the highways sector, over 26,000 km of four- 
or six-lane National Highways have been built during 
the 2016-17 financial year, and the pace is improving, 
it added. 

New Delhi Apr 26 : The Met de-
partment here has cautioned the 
people of Bihar in general and 
Patna in particular to brace for 
a more hot summer from next 
month onwards. While Patna was 
still sizzling with 40.4 degree cel-
sius, Gaya recorded maximum 
41.7 degree celsius. “Patna is likely 
to touch 42 degree celsius by Sat-
urday,” said Anand Shankar of 

Patna Meteorolgical Centre.
“Westerly winds are dominat-

ing the entire lower level of atmo-
sphere. Constant flow of westerly 
wind allows the hot solar rays to 
enter the lower level of atmo-
sphere, which, in turn, leads to 
rise in temperature,” the Met of-
ficial argued. “There is no change 
likely in the weather conditions 
till April 29,” he added.

Apna School New Creative Centre 
For Underpriviledged Students

The Speaker, Arunachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly, Shri 
T.N. Thongdok meeting the Minister of State for Minority 

Affairs (Independent Charge) and Parliamentary Affairs, Shri 
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, in New Delhi .

Over 100 kms of road being 
built daily: Government

The 5th edition of UBM India’s 
Concrete Show India will facilitate the 

bullish Construction & Infra market

Met dept predicts 
more hot summer
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Mysuru: April 26 It has been four 
months since a tribal woman, Mutht-
hamma, took out a naked march pro-
testing  against the evacuation of tribals  
from the reserve forests of Diddalli in 
Kodagu district. Although a video of the 
nude protest went viral on social media, 
it has not resolved anything. The dead-
lock continues as tribals camping in 
Diddalli are adamant on receiving land 
for cultivation in compensation for 
their eviction and are unwilling to ac-
cept the sites identified by the Kodagu 
district administration for them.  

Muththamma, who is also a tribal 

leader, complains that the  district ad-
ministration has stopped providing 
them food for a while now and warns of  
holding a second  round of protests at 
the spot from where they were evicted 
in Diddalli. She also talks of leading an-
other naked march soon to drive home 
the tribals’ demands.

Kodagu Deputy Commissioner, 
Richard Vincent D Souza, when con-
tacted, said that although land had 
been identified and 528 sites formed in 
Kedamballuru near Virajpet, and Basa-
vanahalli and Madlapura near Kush-
alnagar,  the tribals were demanding  

sites and land for cultivation in Diddalli. 
“Revenue Minister,  Kagodu Thimmap-
pa has visited the tribals and  the land 
identified by the district administration 
for their sites. We have not received 
any further orders in this regard,” the 
deputy commissioner added. “The 
land identified for sites by the govern-
ment is not convenient for us. We have 
school and healthcare facilities in Did-
dalli. And it is not possible  to take up 
jobs at nearby plantations. We want the 
government to give us sites and land for 
farming here and also identify a place 
where we can receive both.  

SPI Cinemas enters Kerala with 

re-launch of Kripa Cinema  
  Thiruvananthapuram, April 26 (IANS) SPI Cinemas, a 

Chennai headquartered multiplex chain and a leading player 
in the entertainment industry, on Wednesday entered the Ker-
ala market with the re-launch of Muthoot Pappachan Group 
(MPG)’s iconic Kripa Cinema.  President of SPI Cinemas Swa-
roop Reddy said they were always keen to bring “our cinemas 
to Kerala and now this desire has become a reality” in partner-
ship with the Muthoot group.  The re-launched movie theatre 
will have two screens and 537 seats.  Thomas John Muthoot of 
Muthoot Pappachan Group said the movie halls are fitted with 
state-of-the-art features including premium seating, 2K digital 
projection and the latest sound systems.  The movie hall will 
also feature counters that offer a variety of snacks.. 

Coast Guard gets advanced 

interceptor for Bay of Bengal
Kolkata, April 26 (IANS) The Indian Coast Guard’s Northeast 

region command on Tuesday commissioned a high speed in-
terceptor boat to help it patrol the Bay of Bengal, an official 
said.  “The ship named AC 424 will add more strength to the 
Coast Guard’s fleet in West Bengal and will patrol the vital 
Bay of Bengal” regional command chief K.R. Nautiyal said at 
the commissioning at the Coast Guard Jetty in West Bengal’s 
Haldia.  The advanced ship, equipped with 12.7mm heavy ma-
chine gun, is capable of achiving the top speed of 45 knots and 
has night vision and infrared devices for night surveillance too, 
the officer added.  

Rs 218 cr sanctioned for 

electrification of Villpuram-

Thanjavur railway line
Nagapattinam: April 26 The Railway Ministry has sanctioned 

Rs 218 crore for electrifying the Villupuram-Thanjavur railway 
line in Tamil Nadu.  A press release from the Southern Rail-
way, Tiruchirapalli division, said that as announced in the 
2017-18 Union Budget, the electrification work of Villupuram-
Cuddalore Port – Mayiladuturai-Thanjavur line and Mayiladu-
turai-Thiruvarur line has been entrusted to Rail Vikas Nigam 
Limited (RVNL) for execution at an estimated cost of Rs 218.41 
crore. Electrification of the section would provide an alternate 
route to Chennai-Tiruchchirappalli section via Villupuram-
Mayiladuturai-Thanjavur.  In addition, the line would connect 
Cuddalore and Karaikal ports on electric traction, states the 
release.  On completion of the project, energy-efficient, eco-
friendly Mainline Electric Multiple Units (MEMU trains) can 
be operated in these sections, paving the way for reduction in 
commuting time for rail users of delta regions.  Scores of stu-
dents commuting to educational institutions on this section 
would be benefitted, it said.  In addition, pilgrims visiting re-
ligious centres in and around Chidambaram, Mayiladuthurai, 
Kumbakonam and Thanjavur can take advantage of the im-
proved connectivity, the release added. 

Clinics to pay less for 
power in Kerala

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: April 26 The power bills 
of private clinics and private hospitals catering to the 

financially weaker sections, especially in the rural areas, 
will come down to the level of government hospitals. The 
Electricity Regulatory Commission, in an unprecedented 
move, has now equated small private clinics consuming 
less than 500 units a month, which constitutes nearly 70 

percent of the total private hospitals in the state, with 
government hospitals. Government hospitals are charged 
Rs 5.50 per unit up to 500 units. Under the existing tariff, 

even private hospitals that consumed only 100 units a 
month were charged Rs 5.80 per unit.  Private hospitals 

consuming up to 500 units a month were charged Rs 7.80 
per unit. Now, private hospitals that consume less than 

500 units a month, too, need to pay just Rs 5.50 per unit. 
The move was prompted by the realization that about 68.4 

percent of the private hospitals are having monthly con-
sumption less than 500 units, and their annual consump-
tion is only about 11.76 percent of the total consumption 
of private hospitals in the state. Interestingly, the tariffs 
of hospitals consuming above 500 units, too, have been 

marginally reduced.

Karnataka: Freedom 
dawns! Breakfast - Rs 5, 

Lunch - Rs 10
Bengaluru: April 26 It’s official. Chief Minister Siddara-

maiah’s pet scheme, ‘Indira Canteen’ will be launched simul-
taneously in all 198 city wards on August 15.  Announcing this 
at a news conference on Tuesday, Mr Siddaramaiah said the 
canteens would be managed by BBMP. A committee compris-
ing the CM, Bengaluru city development minister K.J. George, 
mayor, BBMP commissioners, Food and Civil Supplies Minis-
ter U T Khader and  Food and Finance department officials, 
would be constituted to finalise the menu, logo and building 
design. As many as 671 people had suggested the logo for the 
canteen and 177 persons had given models for the building. 
Precast materials would be used to ensure the speedy comple-
tion of the buildings. Both the logo and the model would be 
decided by the committee at the earliest. The government had 
announced the canteens in the 2017-18 budget to provide food 
at subsidised rates to poor people.

Thiruvananthapuram, April 26 
(IANS) The Kerala assembly on 
Wednesday was disrupted for the 
second consecutive day as Congress-
led opposition demanded Power 
Minister M.M. Mani’s resignation for 
his controversial remarks on women 
plantation workers.

Seeking leave for an adjournment 
motion to discuss this issue, Con-
gress legislator V.D. Sateeshan said 
the collective responsibility of the 
Pinarayi Vijayan government has dis-
appeared with the Communist Party 
of India-Marxist (CPI-M) and Com-
munist Party of India (CPI) ministers 
differing on every issue.

“Vijayan and Mani say one thing, 
while the CPI ministers say the op-
posite, which has reached a high over 
the eviction proceedings in Munnar, 
that was begun by the Revenue De-
partment headed by a CPI minister. 
It’s most unfortunate that Mani has 
used his power to abuse women and 
that too the hapless plantation work-

ers in Munnar,” Sateeshan said.
“The police and the CPI-M in 

Munnar are threatening the women 
plantation workers belonging to the 
‘Pembulai Orumai’ (women’s col-
lective) to call off their protests. It is 
unfair by a party like CPI-M which 
has led several strikes itself,” added 
Sateeshan.

On Sunday, TV channels aired a 
speech made by Mani on Saturday 
night, where he was seen using abu-
sive language against the plantation 
workers who took part in a protest in 
Munnar in 2015.

Things turned even worse when 
four women plantation workers be-
gan an indefinite protest, demanding 
that Mani should come to Munnar 
and apologise for his remarks and 
then quit. Both the Congress and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party has come out 
to support the hapless women.

Vijayan dismissed the protest by 
the Congress as nothing but one 
where they are unnecessarily raking 

up a non issue.
“It appears you have a dearth of 

issues and hence you are raking this 
protest by the women’s collective 
again and again. What you must re-
alise is that its President has dis-
owned this protest while you con-
tinue to rake it up again. The local 
populace at Munnar has also ignored 
the protest after it became clear that 
the media had aired an edited copy 
of the speech made by Mani. He 
should be left alone as he has done 
no wrong,” said Vijayan.

Leader of opposition Ramesh 
Chennithala said that things have 
gone haywire in the Vijayan govern-
ment as explained in the CPI party 
organ, where it rebuts each and every 
claim that Vijayan makes about gov-
ernance.

“If there was collective respon-
sibility, the Chief Minister would 
have been told about clamping of 
Section 144 and also would have 
been informed about demolish-

ing a cross from usurped land, but 
you (Vijayan) did not have any clue 
when the revenue department un-
dertook eviction near Munnar. We 
have made it clear that Mani has 
to quit and we will continue our 
protest till he resigns,” said Chen-
nithala.

Soon after Chennithala’s speech, 
the entire opposition started slogan 
shouting and with the speaker fail-
ing to curb the protest, the assem-
bly was adjourned for the day.

On Thursday, the session will be 
held at the old assembly complex 
to mark the 60th anniversary of the 
first Kerala government and will re-
sume in the new complex on Mon-
day.

In a related department, the CPI-
M is likely to initiate action against 
Mani for his remarks and could be 
a censure, but with the opposition 
firm on his resignation, this im-
passe could well carry into the next 
week.

Karnataka: Diddalli on fire, tribals 
warn of nude protest

Kerala assembly disrupted for second 
day over Mani’s resignation

Bengaluru: April 26 Author Anvita 
Bajpai has hit back at those ques-
tioning her intent in accusing writer 
Chetan Bhagat of plagiarism, saying if 
she was money minded she would be 
coding rather than writing stories.

A civil court in Bengaluru has grant-
ed a temporary injunction, restraining 
sales of Bhagat’s new bestseller ‘One 
Indian Girl’ till the next hearing, on a 
lawsuit filed by her, according to Ba-
jpai.

Bhagat has rubbished allegations of 
plagiarism levelled by Bajpai, both of 
whom are alumni of IIT and IIM.

Taking note of a few Facebook posts 
about her ‘monetary intent,” she said 
her technology background gives her 
one the highest paying jobs.

“So on rational grounds if I am 
money minded, I’d be coding/prepar-
ing presentations right now than writ-
ing this post; or any of my stories for 
that matter, which I wrote for under-

standing/satisfaction,” Bajpai said.
“So there is a set of people who 

know me and trust me for my creden-
tials; and for rest these can be facts 
to look before they get opinionated 
about me/my intent,” she said in a 
post on her Facebook page.

Bajpai has claimed that “charac-
ters, places and emotional flow” of 
Bhagat’s book were lifted from a story 
‘Drawing Parallels’ from one of her 
books ‘Life, Odds and Ends’, a copy 

of which she had gifted to the author 
during the Bengaluru Literature Festi-
val in 2014.

In her suit she had sought a perma-
nent injunction restraining Bhagat 
and the publisher from selling the 
book ‘One Indian Girl’ and claimed 
damages of Rs one lakh. On his part, 
Bhagat has rejected the charge as un-
founded and said his book was not 
based on Bajpai’s works in any way.

Bajpai also took exception to Bha-
gat referring to her as “someone” 
in his post couple of days ago. “As I 
woke up this morning, I got a mesg 
from many of  my friends who were 
upset on Chetan Bhagat’s calling me  
‘someone’ in his FB post and many 
said he could have said ‘an alumni 
author’ or ‘another author’,” she said.
  “I smiled thinking if right addressing 
is so important from him then firstly 
I’d seek an acknowledgement for the 
cause that resulted in me thinking 

about writing this post – that is – how 
come there is so much similarity in 
my story.ces and emotional flow” of 
Bhagat’s book were lifted from a story 
‘Drawing Parallels’ from one of her 
books ‘Life, Odds and Ends’, a copy 
of which she had gifted to the author 
during the Bengaluru Literature Festi-
val in 2014.

‘Drawing Parallels’ and his novel 
‘One Indian Girl’,” she added.

Bajpai lists out her academic and 
professional credentials as also 
awards and recognitions she has 
received as a rebuttal to Bhagat’s 
“someone” comment.

Quoting a few similarities between 
both books, she said, “Together, all 
these facts and patterns point that 
‘One Indian Girl’ authored by defen-
dant No 1 in the year 2016 is adapted 
from the book ‘Life, Odds & Ends’ 
from the story of ‘Drawing Parallels’ 
published in the year 2014.”

Not money minded in accusing Chetan Bhagat of 
plagiarism: Bengaluru author

Chennai, April 26 (IANS) AIAD-
MK cadres on Wednesday re-
moved sidelined party General 
Secretary V.K. Sasikala’s banners 
from the party office here in Tamil 
Nadu.

The removal comes hours after 
party Deputy General Secretary 
T.T.V. Dinakaran, a nephew of Sa-
sikala, was arrested by Delhi Po-
lice on Tuesday night.

Earlier, E. Madhusudanan, an 
AIADMK leader and part of for-
mer Chief Minister O. Panneer-
selvam group, had demanded 
the removal of banners sporting 
the image of Sasikala in the party 
headquarters.

The Panneerselvam faction has 

demanded Sasikala, Dinakaran 
and their family members be 
ousted from the party.

A couple of days ago, Finance 
Minister D. Jayakumar had an-
nounced that the ruling faction 
has decided to keep out Dina-
karan and his family out of party 
affairs. Dinakaran had also an-
nounced that he would keep him-

self away from party affairs as de-
sired by the ministers in the Chief 
Minister K. Palaniswami cabinet.

However, he said he would re-
sign his party post only after dis-
cussing with Sasikala as it was she 
who had appointed him.

Sasikala’s election as General 
Secretary is also being challenged 
by AIADMK party men before the 
Election Commission.

“If the Election Commission 
decides on the validity of elect-
ing Sasikala as the party General 
Secretary then all other issues fac-
ing the party would automatically 
settle down,” an AIADMK leader 
on the condition of anonymity 
told IANS.

Banners sporting Sasikala image 
removed from AIADMK office

 Thiruvananthapuram: April 26 The Kerala 
Assembly was disrupted and adjourned for the 
second consecutive day on Wednesday over 
Power Minister MM Mani’s alleged derogatory 
remarks against women. Demanding his res-
ignation, Opposition legislators trooped into 
the well of the House and raised slogans, say-
ing that continuation of Mani was a “disgrace” 
to the state. However, Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan maintained that the power minister 
had not insulted women as alleged by the op-
position.

 “It is clear if one listens to the full text of 
the 17 minute speech made by Mani during a 
function in Kunchithanni in Idukki the other 
day that triggered the row,” he said. Vijayan 
was replying to a notice seeking adjournment 
motion on the alleged police action against the 
four-day-long agitation by activists of ‘Pem-
bila Orumai’, a women’s group of plantation 
workers, in Munnar. 

The women are on an agitational path in 
the hill station, demanding an apology and 
resignation of Mani for his alleged insulting 
remarks. The Chief Minister said the stir was 
a “politically motivated” one and lacked peo-
ple’s support. “The leaders of Pembila Orumai 
have clearly stated that the ongoing agitation 
has no connection with the outfit.It is con-
ducted by somebody to gain political mileage 
using the outfit’s name,” he charged. He also 
denied the Opposition charge that the gov-
ernment was trying to suppress the stir using 
power and police. Vijayan also made it clear 
that the government would go ahead with 
the anti-encroachment drive in Munnar and 
would distribute title deeds to settlers by May. 
Terming the CPI(M)-led LDF government as 
“anti-women”, Congress’s V D Satheesan, who 
sought notice for the motion, said false cases 
were registered against the agitating women.

Kerala Oppn demands 

resignation of minister MM 

Mani, disrupts Assembly
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3 dead, 13 missing in Hoogh-
ly river as jetty collapses

Kolkata, April 26 (IANS) At least three persons died and 
13 others were still missing after a temporary jetty on the 
Hooghly river collapsed in Hooghly district of west Bengal 
on Wednesday, the police said.

“Three people died by drowning after a temporary jetty 
at Telinipara Ghat in Hooghly district’s Bhadreswar was 
wrecked by the high tide and collapsed into the river. Thir-
teen people are still missing,” Hooghly Superintendent of 
Police Sukesh Jain told IANS over the phone.

According to the police, passengers waiting to cross over 
to North 24 Parganas district’s Shyamnagar on the other 
side fell into the river as the wooden structure collapsed.

The locals present at the riverbank managed to save 
some of the passengers from drowning before the disas-
ter management team and rescue team of the state police 
rushed to the spot.

“We have managed to save nearly 30-35 people so far. 
The central disaster management team, water police and 
fire brigade personnel are still running the rescue opera-
tion,” the officer said.

“Among the rescued passengers eight were admitted to 
the hospital. But all of them are stable now,” he added.

Bihar’s role in freedom struggle 
brushed aside: Nitish Kumar

Patna, April 26 (IANS) Seeking acknowledgement of Bi-
har’s contribution to the Indian freedom struggle, Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar on Wednesday said the role of Veer 
Kunwar Singh, who hailed from the state, in the 1857 War 
of Independence should be discussed at the national level.

“Like Bihar’s role in the freedom struggle, role of leg-
endary freedom fighter Veer Kunwar Singh is also not 
highlighted and discussed,” Nitish Kumar said at a func-
tion held to pay tributes to Singh.

Nitish Kumar said Singh had fought against British rule 
in India’s first freedom struggle in 1857 and provided a di-
rection to it but it is not being discussed. He was the first 
leader who defeated British commanders and created a 
positive situation for others.

After 60 years, Mahatma Gandhi started his first ‘satya-
grah’ in Champaran against the British rule in 1917 that 
gave a new direction to the freedom movement.

Both events are evidence of Bihar’s great role in the 
country’s freedom struggle.

Students clash with se-
curity forces in Kashmir
Srinagar, April 26 (IANS) Protesting students clashed 

with the security forces at many places in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Wednesday.

Students boycotted classes in Pulwama, Bandipora, 
Shopian, Kulgam, Ganderbal and Chadoora towns and 
took to the streets, engaging security forces in fierce 
stone pelting clashes.

Security forces used tear smoke shells to disperse the 
students. Reports said over a dozen students and secu-
rity men were injured in these clashes.

Kashmir University Students Union (KUSU) has ap-
pealed to students in the Valley to rejoin classes.

 Internet suspended in 
Kashmir for one month

Jammu, April 26 (IANS) The Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment on Wednesday ordered the suspension of In-
ternet services in the Valley for one month. The Home 
Department issued the order to this effect in exercise of 
powers conferred under the Indian Telegraph Act, an of-
ficial said in Jammu. Mobile Internet services have re-
mained suspended since April 19 following widespread 
student unrest in the Valley. Authorities had also blocked 
over 300 WhatsApp groups that, the government said, 
had been spreading rumours to stoke passions among the 
youth during the volatile situation in Kashmir.

Over 120 UP officials 
yet to submit 

property details

Faridabad gets Post Office 
Passport Seva Kendra

Centre to raise digital literacy, curb 
electronics imports: Minister

Lucknow, April 26 (IANS) 
Despite terse warnings and 
repeated reminders by the 
Yogi Adityanath-led Uttar 
Pradesh government, more 
than 120 state officials were 
yet to submit the details of 
their assets and properties, 
an official said on Wednes-
day.

Adityanath, soon after as-
suming charge on March 19, 
had directed all officials to 
submit the details within a 
fortnight. This deadline was 
later revised till April 25. 

Sources, however, said that 
a staggering 120 officials, 
many from the senior-most 
ranks, were yet to comply 
with the direction.

The defaulters included as 
many as three dozen IAS of-
ficials who were yet to furnish 

details of their immovable as-
sets.  Frustrated by this fail-
ure of the state government’s 
effort to bring in transpar-
ency, Chief Secretary Rahul 
Bhatnagar has now asked all 
Principal Secretaries to en-
sure that the “needful is done 
at all costs by May 3”.

A Personnel Department 
official said that while it was 
routine to submit details of 
movable assets every year, 
this was for the first time 
that the details of immovable 
assets and properties was 
sought by the state govern-
ment. The Chief Secretary has 
now warned officials against 
any laxity in this regard and 
said that any further delay 
could spell an adverse entry 
in their character roll and af-
fect their promotions.

Faridabad, April 26 (IANS) Union 
Minister Krishan Pal Gurjar on 
Wednesday inaugurated a Post Of-
fice Passport Seva Kendra (POPSK) in 
Faridabad, an industrial town in Hary-
ana, adjoining the national capital, 
said an official release.

“With the inauguration of POPSK 
in Faridabad, citizens will have the 
convenience to submit their passport 
applications in Faridabad itself,” the 
External Affairs Ministry said in the 
statement.

The pilot projects for this joint ven-
ture between the Ministry of External 
Affairs and the Department of Posts 
were inaugurated on January 25 at 
Mysuru in Karnataka and at Dahod in 
Gujarat.

Following the success of the two pi-
lot projects, the government had de-
cided to scale up the programme by 
opening 56 such facilities in the first 
batch of expansion and eight in the 
second batch across the country. Till 
date the citizens of Faridabad had to 

visit either Passport Seva Kendra in 
Gurugram or New Delhi. This POPSK is 
the first one to be inaugurated under 
the jurisdiction of Regional Passport 
Office (RPO), Delhi. 

“Work is also underway to start other 
POPSKs in Delhi,” it said.

The POPSK, in the beginning, will 
accept 30 passport applications per 
day and appointments have already 
been booked till May 25.

The Regional Passport Officer, 
Delhi, served more than 5 lakh appli-
cants each year in 2015 and 2016. This 
POPSK is the first one to be inaugurat-
ed under the jurisdiction of Regional 
Passport Office (RPO), Delhi. “Work is 
also underway to start other POPSKs in 
Delhi,” it said.

The POPSK, in the beginning, will 
accept 30 passport applications per 
day and appointments have already 
been booked till May 25. The Regional 
Passport Officer, Delhi, served more 
than 5 lakh applicants each year in 
2015 and 2016.

Agartala, April 26 (IANS) The government 
has taken firm steps to raise the rate of digi-
tal literacy to a large extent and to stop im-
port of electronics and IT-related kits and 
devices by 2019, a central minister said here 
on Wednesday.

“Currently, the percentage of digital 
literacy in India is quite low. The govern-
ment has taken determined steps and 
plans to increase this percentage to a 
large extent,” Union Minister of State for 
Electronics and Information Technology 
P.P. Chaudhary said.

“Plans are now under execution to stop 
import of electronics and information 
technology (IT)-related kits, equipment 
and devises by 2019,” Chaudhary said af-
ter inaugurating the fifth northeast centre 
of the National Institute of Electronics and 
Information Technology (NIELIT) at Radha 
Kishore Nagar near here. 

The NIELIT centre in Agartala is the 37th 
in the country.

The NIELIT, which is an autonomous sci-
entific society under the Union Ministry of 
Electronics and IT, has 900 accredited cen-
tres across India.

The minister, who also holds the addi-
tional charge of Law and Justice Ministry, 
said that the government was considering 
setting up one NIELIT centre in each district 
of the country to educate and train youths 

in electronics, IT services and related jobs. 
Each NIELIT centre comprises several train-
ing labs, including for medical electronics 
repair, mobile and telephone repair, soft-
ware development, for hardware repair and 
maintenance, and classrooms and residen-
tial complexes. “The government has also 
taken steps and plans to connect all gram 
panchayats in the country through high-
speed internet. The IT and digital scenario 
in the country must be at par with the global 
standard,” the minister said.

According to the minister, after the 
launch of the direct benefit transfer or DBT 
scheme, Rs 50,000 crore has been saved 
over the last few years.

Chaudhary said that the government had 
laid emphasis on cyber security. The NIELIT 
courses have been prepared aiming indus-
try-oriented quality education and training. 
The NIELIT is already offering knowledge-
based skill courses in formal and non-for-
mal sectors under various schemes for the 
youths, teaching community and industry 
professionals. These include various soft-
ware and hardware courses, and informa-
tion security courses.

Tripura IT and Education Minister Tapan 
Chakraborty, state assembly Deputy Speak-
er Pabitra Kar and NIELIT Director General 
Ashwini Kumar Sharma, among others, also 
spoke at the function.

Kolkata/Alipurduar, April 26 
(IANS) West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee and BJP Presi-
dent Amit Shah on Wednesday 
traded barbs over development in 
the eastern state, with the former 
throwing an “open challenge” to 
anyone to show growth under a 
“huge” debt burden.

“In agricultural growth, national 
average is 1.1 per cent while that of 
Bengal is 6. In service sector, growth 
in India is 9.2 per cent while in Ben-
gal it is 13.99 per cent and industrial 
growth in India is 7.3 per cent while 
in Bengal it is 10.59 per cent,” Baner-
jee told the media in north Bengal’s 
Alipurduar. Banerjee’s comments 
came hours after Shah presented 
statistics in Kolkata to buttress his 
charge that the state had performed 
poorly on development indices.

“If Bengal is lagging in agricul-
tural growth, how has Bengal re-
ceived Krishi Karman Award five 
years in a row from the govern-
ment of India since 2011? This is 
my open challenge. “BJP is jeal-
ous of Bengal’s progress. We have 
figures, we do not make false 
claims,” Banerjee asserted after 
a district administrative meeting.

The Trinamool Congress su-
premo dared anyone to register a 
growth on the lines of Bengal, de-
spite the huge debt the state is bur-
dened with. “With the huge amount 
of debt, I challenge anyone...if they 
can show development like this, 

then I will cut off my ear and give it 
to them,” she said, holding the erst-
while Left Front regime responsible 
for the debt burden.

Citing the uptick in institutional 
delivery and the decrease in infant 
mortality in her state, Banerjee 
dared the BJP to compare infant 
mortality figures in Bengal with 
that of Gujarat, where it has been in 
power for over two decades.

“What Bengal can do, others can’t. 
They have no vision but are giving 
‘bhaashan’ (lectures),” she said in an 
apparent reference to Shah’s viru-
lent criticism of her government.

Shah on Tuesday launched his 
15-day “Vistar Yatra” from Naxalbari 
block -- the cradle of the 50-year-old 
Maoist movement in India -- in north-
ern West Bengal’s Darjeeling district. 
He termed the Trinamool regime 
“even worse” than the Left Front’s.

In Kolkata, the BJP President on 
Wednesday highlighted the growth 
and progress in his party-ruled states 
and challenged the Bengal govern-
ment to bring about over 10 per cent 
growth in the agriculture sector. “In 
the states where BJP is ruling, agricul-
tural growth rate is over 10 per cent. 
I would challenge the state govern-
ment, which was elected for the sec-
ond time, to achieve the agricultural 
growth of over 10 per cent,” he said. 
He said Bengal’s share in the coun-
try’s development at the time of Inde-
pendence was 25 per cent and now it 
stands at a meagre four per cent.

Kasauli (Himachal 
Pradesh), April 26 (IANS) 
Shobha Nehru, wife of 
Jawaharlal Nehru’s cousin 
B.K. Nehru, who died at her 
residence in Kasauli town 
of Himachal Pradesh due 
to age-related complica-
tions, was cremated here on 
Wednesday, her family said. 
She was 109.

The cremation was at-
tended by a number of dig-
nitaries, including Congress 
Vice President Rahul Gan-

dhi and state Minister for 
Social Justice and Empow-
erment Dhani Ram Shandil.

Shobha Nehru, who is 
survived by three sons, died 
on early Tuesday. She was 
married to Jawaharlal Ne-
hru’s cousin B.K. Nehru, an 
Indian diplomat, who near-
ly succeeded Dag Hammar-
skjold as the United Nations 
Secretary General.

Rahul Gandhi used to visit 
this picturesque hill sta-
tion of Kasauli to meet her 

regularly. The last time he 
visited his great-grandaunt 
was in May last year. Rahul 
Gandhi used to visit this 
picturesque hill station of 
Kasauli to meet her regular-
ly. The last time he visited 
his great-grandaunt was in 
May last year.

Born in Budapest in 
Hungary Magdolna Fried-
man married into the Ne-
hru family in 1935 after 
she met B.K. Nehru at the 
University of Oxford as a 

student. After marriage she 
was renamed Shobha. B.K. 
Nehru, one of India’s most 
distinguished civil servants 
of post-Independence In-
dia and former Chairman of 
The Tribune Trust of Publi-
cations, passed away on Oc-
tober 31, 2001 at the age of 
92. Justice (retd) S.S. Sodhi, 
former Chief Justice of the 
Allahabad High Court and 
currently the Tribune Trust 
Chairman, also attended 
her cremation. Justice (retd) 
S.S. Sodhi, former Chief Jus-
tice of the Allahabad High 
Court and currently the Tri-
bune Trust Chairman, also 
attended her cremation.

Ranchi, April 26 (IANS) 
Avarice is bad, is the les-
son a groom in a Jharkhand 
town learnt when he not only 
sought the hand of a young 
woman but also a brand new 
motorcycle from her family. 
In the bargain, he lost both.

When the groom demanded 
a particular brand of mo-
torcycle in dowry, in addi-
tion to one he had already 
received, the bride’s family 
tonsured him on Wednesday 
and turned him away without 

his bride as she refused to ac-
company him, the police said.

Mumtaz Ansari of Orman-
jhi town in Ranchi district got 
married to a young women 
at Chandawe village in the 
district on Tuesday night. On 
Wednesday morning, Mum-
taz demanded another mo-
torcycle though the woman’s 
family had purchased a Pulsar 
bike as a dowry gift.

Mumtaz stuck to his de-
mand even as the bride’s fam-
ily tried to reason with him. 

The bride later refused to ac-
company him to her marital 
home, according to the po-
lice.

After the wedding party left 
the village, Mumtaz and his 
brother were left behind. The 
bride’s family then tonsured 
both of them and garlanded 
them with shoes. 

The two -- after their hair-
raising ordeal -- were let off 
only after they agreed to reim-
burse the marriage expenses 
to the bride’s family. 

Chandigarh, April 26 (IANS) A wanted 
gangster involved in the sensational 
Nabha jailbreak in November 2016 has 
been arrested, a senior Punjab Police of-
ficial said on Wednesday.

Gangster Sukhchain Singh was ar-
rested after the Organised Crime Intel-
ligence Unit (OCIU) intercepted a car 
on the Nabha-Sangrur road following 
intelligence inputs, Assistant Inspector 
General of Police Gurmeet Singh Chau-
han said. A countrymade pistol and a 
licensed .32 bore revolver were seized 
from him, apart from 630 gm intoxicant 
powder, Chauhan said. The Hyundai 

Verna car in which the gangster was 
travelling bore a fake registration num-
ber of Haryana, he said.

The gangster has nearly a dozen cases 
of robbery, snatching, dacoity and at-
tempt to murder registered against him.

Sukhchain Singh is an accomplice of 
Gurpreet Singh Sekhon, the mastermind 
of the Nabha jailbreak, the AIGP said.

Of the six gangsters who escaped 
from the high-security Nabha Jail on 
November 27 last year, Harminder 
Singh, Gurpreet Singh Sekhon, Kulpre-
et Singh Neeta and Aman Dhotia have 
been arrested.

Mamata, Amit Shah 
trade barbs over devel-

opment in Bengal

B.K. Nehru’s widow dies at 
109, cremated at Kasauli

Greed rides groom, bride’s kin 
deals him hair-razing ordeal

Nabha jailbreak gangster 
held in Punjab
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India deserves serious attention to assess the areas in 

which development is needed and how to do away with 

the shortcomings which have been holding its progress 

and development back. First of all, we have allowed many 

negative forces that are holding back the right analyses 

of the areas in which India can be developed appropri-

ately. India is a large and complicated country which has 

got to be analyzed properly to understand its potentials 

and give them appropriate priorities, so that we do not 

waste time in consideration of lack of resources and wait 

for others to help India. Whatever we can do immedi-

ately in the most urgent needed areas we must do, we 

must not wait any longer. It is obvious that our villages 

have been neglected for a long time and we have not 

checked the flow of people who are migrating from vil-

lages to towns and cities in search of employment. We 

have not been able to give them proper employment and 

we have not provided for their needs for living a proper 

life, which is why our cities have become slums and are 

creating many problems, which need huge resources in 

order to bring a balance in the number of incomings and 

the speed by which they come in. The quality of life is 

deteriorating. The resources needed to accommodate 

the inflow of village migrants seems to have become an 

impossibility, merely as no planning was done for it. No 

matter how much we spend, we cannot check the dete-

rioration in the quality of human lives and bring them to 

a level from where they can be taken towards develop-

ment. Simultaneously our villages are neglected and nei-

ther the private sector nor the government is giving any 

attention to check the overflow of people from villages 

and the fast deterioration in the quality of village lives. 

We have to find a viable media for the migration of peo-

ple from villages and not allow deterioration in the pro-

ductivity of village people. Unfortunately, the flow from 

villages is too fast due to which, we have no resources to 

provide the means of development in the villages. In the 

same way, our towns and cities are turning into slums 

because we have not planned to absorb and settle the in-

flow of people from the villages and our problems are so 

heavy that we appear not to have the resources to check 

them merely, because Modi`s Government`s priority is 

development regardless of the well being of people. The 

government is not giving due attention and providing the 

necessary resources to check this imbalance. The worst 

factor is that not only is the old generation suffering and 

its quality of life is deteriorating, but also equally a larger 

number of young men and children are receiving no at-

tention whatsoever. We have not been able to keep the 

right statistics and provide even a meager percentage of 

finance to check this deterioration which is increasing 

fast as the governments priority is development at any 

cost and not the people. Government attention is com-

pletely lacking to identify the ways and means to check 

this deterioration. We are continuously noting the stan-

dard of lives falling more and health levels are creating 

further complicated problems and crimes. Under these 

circumstances and conditions, the government has been 

concentrating on promoting a political ideology and ig-

noring the relevance of the people in these conditions 

and also on the other hand, there are other communal 

and social problems that are growing fast due to which, 

the integration of society is breaking up. Now, we have 

to raise a serious question here, who is responsible for 

these developments and how seriously is the life of our 

people loosing its social harmony, peace and order and 

integration which requires serious attention.                 

BY MEGHNA MITTAL

The total workforce of the 
country’s largest lender -- 
State Bank of India (SBI) -- 

will see a reduction over the next 
two years, after the merger with 
six entities, owing to attrition, re-
duced hiring and digitisation, a top 
official said.

“Manpower will go down with 
the period of time. Around 10 per 
cent reduction in two years may be 
a possibility,” Rajnish Kumar, SBI 
Managing Director, told IANS in an 
interview.

The public lender currently has 
around 207,000 workforce and the 
merger of six entities -- SBBJ (State 
Bank of Bikaner and Jaipur), SBM 
(State Bank of Mysore), SBT (State 
Bank of Travancore), SBP (State 
Bank of Patiala) and SBH (State 
Bank of Hyderabad), Bharatiya 
Mahila Bank -- from April 1 will 

add approximately 70,000 em-
ployees. “Post-merger we will be 
at 2,77,000 people in SBI. This may 
come down to 2,60,000 by March 
2019. So it may be less than 10 per 
cent. Let us first merge and see the 
impact of the key process chang-
es,” Kumar said.

He said there would be some ac-
tual reduction in headcount along 
with re-assignment of the roles, 
but lay-offs are not an option.

“We have offered voluntary 
retirement scheme (VRS), there 
would be natural attritions and ev-
ery year we may not replace head 
by head (replacement recruit-
ment). Manpower will also reduce 
as a result of digital initiatives. 
There will be a combined effect,” 
he added. Ruling out layoffs, he 
said the question does not arise. 
“Two years down the line, these 
efficiencies will start showing. Re-

duction in manpower will depend 
on efficiency of the merger and 
branch networks. Lot of duplica-
tion happening will be removed 
and we will have more feet on the 
street (customer outreach pro-
grammes),” Kumar told IANS.

Hiring in SBI may not be halted, 
but will reduce by 50 per cent in a 
year, he said. In 2016-17, SBI hired 
19,000 people.

“It will come down from the pre-
vious average of hiring. It could be 
reduced by 50 per cent. We will 
return to usual 5,000-6,000 recruit-
ment every year,” he said.

“We cannot stop new hiring be-
cause it creates a lot of gap in the 
middle management down the 
line. But full replacement may not 
be required. If 13,000 people retire 
in a year, we may recruit 7,000-
8,000 in a year,” he added. Kumar 
said the bank will continue with 

its policy of branch expansion, 
and the associate bank branches 
will be merged. “There is a policy 
of branch expansion, we are gov-
erned by that. We keep on open-
ing new branches depending on 
the business potential, that will not 
stop. We are working on the plan 
as to how many branches we will 
open in next two years,” he said.

SBI MD said there would be 
ample benefits from the merger in 
terms of cost-efficiency and ratio-
nalisation.

“Treasury integration, risk man-
agement optimisation will hap-
pen. It will result in efficiency 
gains for the bank. Continuously 
supporting them with capital will 
not be required. Initially, the costs 
may go up, but in the next two 
years... the rationalisation effi-
ciencies will surface,” he said.

IANS

SBI may reduce workforce by nearly 10% by 
2019, says MD Rajnish Kumar 

BY INDIASPEND TEAM

The Congress partys humili-
ating defeat in the recent 
assembly elections, par-

ticularly in Uttar Pradesh and 
the assembly constituency of its 
Vice-president Rahul Gandhi, are 
symbolic of its present condition.

The party is going through one 
of its worst slumps in its post-
Independence history, and many 
digital bytes have suggested a 
surgical strike on its leadership 
and a complete overhaul of the 
party machinery.

The data, however, suggest a 
more nuanced picture. In various 
assembly elections since its defeat 
in the 2014 general elections, the 
Congress has actually improved 
its strike rate in terms of number 
of seats won per seats contested, 

although it has contested fewer 
seats. Not only that, it has also im-
proved its vote share.

The most appropriate metric for 
evaluating the performance of a 
political party and its “CEO” is its 
win percentage and vote share. Ten 
states -- Maharashtra, Jharkhand, 
Bihar, Delhi, Bengal, Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala, Assam, Uttar Pradesh and 
Punjab -- have had a state election 
since the 2014 general election, not 
including the smaller ones such as 
Goa and Manipur.

These 10 states account for 
nearly 60 per cent (317/543) of 
all Lok Sabha seats. During the 
2014 general election, the Con-
gress party effectively contested 
in 1,544 assembly segments -- 
parts of Lok Sabha constituencies 
equivalent to assembly constitu-

encies -- across these 10 states 
and won a mere 194, a winning 
percentage of 13 per cent.

In subsequent state elections 
in these 10 states, the Congress 
party contested in 1,032 assem-
bly constituencies across these 
states and won 258 -- a winning 
percentage of 25 per cent.

Put simply, the Congress dou-
bled its win rate between the 2014 
general election and the subse-
quent state elections.

In the 2014 election, 20 of every 
100 voters (weighted by size of the 
state) in these 10 states voted for 
the Congress. Post-2014, 30 out of 
every 100 voters voted for the Con-
gress, an increase of 10 percentage 
points in vote share. In eight out 
of these 10 states, the Congress 
has won more assembly segments 

post-2014 than it did in the 2014 
elections (when considering par-
liamentary performance in as-
sembly segments to break down 
voting patterns). Its vote share in-
creased in six out of these 10.

Arithmetically, it is hard to 
make the case that the Congress 
is in worse shape today than it 
was in 2014. The numbers clear-
ly show that the Congress has 
doubled its win percentage and 
improved its vote share by 50 per 
cent since 2014.

To be sure, the Congress’ im-
proved electoral performance is 
largely on the back of opportune 
alliances. But a decision to swal-
low pride and ally with another 
party is also a political strategy.

It can also be argued that the 
party’s performance in 2014 was 
so miserable that the only way 
from there was up. Either way, 
only time will tell if the Congress 
needs a new life or a coffin, but 
arguments on either side should 
not lose sight of the data.

IANS

Data suggest Congress not doing 
as badly as it seems

BY KUSHAGRA DIXIT

At 76 million, India has the 
largest number of people 
living without access to safe 

water in the world, and experts 
warn of a looming crisis as over 73 
per cent of the country's aquifers 
are being overdrawn.

"About 73 per cent of the ground 
water aquifers are in 'overdraft', 
which means we have taken more 
water than the recharge," Magsay-
say Award winner Rajendra Singh, 
known as India's Water Man, told 
IANS, adding that small rivers and 
streams which used to be sources 
of clean water are drying up, while 
the large rivers are facing the men-
ace of pollution.

And despite this, "of all the rain 
that falls, we harvest only 12 per 
cent of water", he said. Accord-
ing to a 2016 WaterAid report 
75,777,997 people, or about six per 
cent of India's population, don't 
have access to clean water. The re-
port added that while aquifers pro-
vide 85 per cent of drinking water, 
their levels are falling in 56 per cent 
of the country. The government, 

meanwhile, has announced that 
it will spend Rs 25,000 crore (al-
most $4 billion) to connect about 
28,000 affected habitations with 
safe drinking water by March 2021. 
Union Minister for Rural Develop-
ment, Drinking Water and Sanita-
tion Narendra Singh Tomar made 
the announcement while launch-
ing the National Water Quality Sub 

Mission on Arsenic and Fluoride. 
"There are about 17.14 lakh ru-
ral habitations in India, of which 
about 77 percent have been provid-
ed with safe drinking water of more 
than 40 litres per person per day 
and about four percent of the habi-
tations are suffering from problems 
of water quality," the minister said 
here. Tomar added that by 2030 ev-

ery household shall be connected 
by the tap water. However, Rajen-
dra Singh said government figures 
are often under-reported.

"Many villages, where either 
a pipeline has reached or a hand 
pump has been installed, are con-
sidered to be connected with wa-
ter supply, but the ground reality 
is a bit different... the scenario is 
that about 50 per cent of the pop-
ulation in all the states doesn't 
have access to drinking water," 
Singh pointed out.

Sharing some rough figures, 
Singh estimates about 265,000 vil-
lages in India don't have access 
to clean water. The current avail-
ability of water per person per year 
in India is placed at roughly 1,745 
cubic metres. For water-stressed, 
the figure is 1,700 and at 1,000 it 
becomes water scarce. 

According to the Central Water 
Commission, over the past five 
decades, availability of fresh water 
has dropped from 3,000 cubic me-
tres to 1,123 cubic metres today.

According to Dr S.K. Sarkar, Di-
rector of Water Division at The En-
ergy and Resources Institute (Teri), 
by 2050, India will be water-scarce.

At present about 1,123 billion 
cubic metres of fresh water is avail-
able in India of which 84 per cent is 
used in agriculture.

IANS

'Over 70 percent of country's 
water aquifers are overdrawn'

Women washing 
clothes in a open 
drain at a refugee 

settlement in 
New Delhi

BY PORISMA P. GOGOI 

Indian equity markets are ex-
pected to witness volatility on 
the back of derivatives expiry 

during the upcoming trading week 
starting March 27.

"Volatility in the stock markets is 
expected to be high as traders roll 
over positions in the futures and 
options (F&O) segment from the 
near month March 2017 series to 
April 2017 series. The near month 
March 2017 derivatives contract 
expire on Thursday," Vijay Singha-
nia, Founder and Director of bro-
kerage firm Trade Smart Online, 
told IANS. Apart from derivatives 
expiry, markets will also seek direc-

tion from the movement of the ru-
pee, flow of foreign funds and the 
fourth quarter results, which will 
be announced from April 1.

"The important cues that inves-
tors will closely follow during the 
next week would be FIIs (foreign 
institutional investors) fund in-
flows in the Indian equity markets 
as well as the strength of the mar-
kets to sustain at higher levels," 
Dhruv Desai, Director and Chief 
Operating Officer of Tradebulls, 
pointed out. "Investors will closely 
follow global market sentiments 
and quarterly results, while price 
movement of the Indian rupee 
against the USD (US dollar) will be 

the crucial factor for market senti-
ments next week." Last week, the 
Indian rupee strengthened by five 
paise to 65.41 against a US dollar.

In terms of investments, pro-
visional figures from the stock 
exchanges showed that FIIs pur-
chased stocks worth Rs 3,713.82 
crore during the trade week ended 
March 24, while domestic insti-
tutional investors (DIIs) divested 
scrip worth Rs 2,588.97 crore.

Figures from the National Secu-
rities Depository (NSDL) disclosed 
that foreign portfolio investors 
(FPIs) bought equities worth Rs 
5,143.68 crore, or $786.22 million, 
during March 20-24. On the tech-

nical levels, Deepak Jasani, Head 
- Retail Research, HDFC Securities, 
told IANS: "Technically, though 
the markets have fallen this week 
(past), the Nifty remains in an in-
termediate uptrend with no clear 
signs of reversal yet. Further up-
sides are likely once the immediate 
resistance of 9,134 is taken out."

"Weakness could emerge if the 
support of 9,019 is broken."

Rakesh Tarway, Head of Re-
search, Reliance Securities, expects 
investors to book profits if the NSE 
Nifty breaks the level of 8,950 dur-
ing the upcoming week.

"We expect an extensive move-
ment in the week and sustenance 
above levels of 8,980 to 9,000 will 
be watched for the up-move. We 
expect sharp profit booking in high 
beta sectors and mid-caps in case 
the Nifty breaks below levels of 
8,950," Tarway asserted.

IANS

Derivatives expiry to infuse 
volatility in equity markets

The government`s attention is 
immediately required towards the 

problems of developing fast.
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My country needs more help from the US
BY HAIDER AL ABADI, PRIME MINISTER OF IRAQ

Two weeks ago, I visited Iraqi troops 
in western Mosul as they prepared to 
liberate the last terrorist-controlled 

neighbourhoods in the city. By any stan-
dard, they are heroes. I did not ask for their 
religious, regional or ethnic origins. I saw 
them for what they were: Iraqis standing to-
gether against the cruellest killers on Earth.

Some of the soldiers I met may have 
fallen since then in house-to-house fight-
ing. With their sacrifices, our troops have 
helped to deal a death blow to Daesh (the 
self-proclaimed Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant) and the terrorist organisation is 
losing its largest stronghold in Iraq and the 
aura of invincibility it once claimed.

Having spilled our blood together with 
the United States to win this war, we want 
to work together to win peace. Last Mon-
day, I visited US President Donald Trump 
at his invitation and also attended the con-
ference of the Global Coalition to Counter 
Daesh. Trump and I discussed how to build 
upon the Strategic Framework Agreement 
our two countries had signed in 2008.

We ask the US to join us in urging the in-
ternational community to fulfil its funding 
pledges to secure and stabilise our commu-
nities and prevent Daesh and Al Qaida from 
reemerging. We also need US know-how 
and investment as we revive our economy 
and renew our democracy. In the spirit of 
our 2008 agreement, we want to engage in 
a partnership that involves political, diplo-

matic, defence, security, educational and 
cultural cooperation.

Over the past few years, military advisers 
from the US and other coalition countries 
have helped Iraqis turn around our armed 
forces so that we can fight and win our bat-
tles ourselves. Now, we ask Americans to as-
sist us as we restore our infrastructure and 
diversity and partially privatise our econ-
omy. We need US investment to rebuild 
our housing, hospitals, schools, sanitation 
facilities, roads, highways and bridges. We 
can also benefit from America’s technical 
expertise as we improve and expand our 
telecommunications, information technol-
ogy and health-care sectors. Iraq needs US 
financiers and corporate partners to help 
us develop agriculture, petrochemicals and 
other industries.

As Iraqis wind down the war and rebuild 
our communities and our economy, our 
challenges can be America’s opportunities. 
But, ultimately, we ourselves will write a 
new chapter in our history.

For more than half a century, we have 
endured a tyrannical dictatorship, interna-
tional isolation, three wars and ceaseless, 
senseless violence. When former president 
Saddam Hussain was overthrown, Iraqis re-
solved never to allow one man, one politi-
cal party or one segment of society to domi-
nate our diverse nation. Now we have the 
opportunity to build an Iraq worthy of what 
we are: A pluralist people, steeped in his-
tory, striving to build one nation in peace 

and mutual respect.
As prime minister, I have seen that most 

Iraqis want Iraq to succeed. First, we must 
finish the job of defeating Daesh militarily. 
With more than 200,000 Mosul residents 
displaced, along with more than three mil-
lion other Iraqis, we must restore public 
services and rebuild our infrastructure. We 
must reconcile our society across sectarian 
and ethnic lines. Houses of worship must 
be safe and sanctified. When all our citizens 
know that their voices are heard, their dig-
nity is respected and their needs are recog-
nised, we can then be sure that they will not 
turn to violence.

In a region whose sectarian divisions 
our own society strives to resist, Iraq must 
maintain friendly relations with all our 
neighbours, while preserving our sover-
eignty and ensuring that no neighbour ex-
ercises outside influence within our coun-
try. That is why we welcome America’s 
continued engagement, consistent with 
the Strategic Framework Agreement, and 
have strengthened our ties with our neigh-
bours, as exemplified by the recent visit to 
Baghdad by leaders and diplomats from 
throughout the Middle East.

We cannot stop senseless violence with-
out the rule of law and security forces that 
represent and respect every segment of so-
ciety. Our government strives to create an 
independent and impartial judiciary that 
applies the law without bias or favouritism. 
And we are incorporating into our security 

forces all Iraqis who have taken up arms to 
defend their families and communities.

But for our citizens to fight for the gov-
ernment, they need a government worth 
fighting for. In the midst of the war against 
Daesh, we have also waged war on corrup-
tion in civil and military institutions. Now 
that our nation is returning to peacetime, 
we need to resume the work of reducing the 
bloated bureaucracy, eliminating ethnic 
quotas and ceremonial positions, recruit-
ing qualified professionals and devolving 
decision-making and the delivery of servic-
es to local communities, where people can 
raise their voices and get results.

As we right-size government, we need to 
grow and diversify our economy, encourag-
ing entrepreneurship and foreign invest-
ment, privatising state-owned enterprises 
and reducing our reliance on oil. Earning 
a living peacefully is the best alternative to 
taking others’ lives violently.

Iraqis don’t want to kill each other, to 
get blown up when they walk outside their 
doors or to be taught to hate their neigh-
bours because of who they are or how they 
worship. Instead, we want what most of the 
world takes for granted: The opportunity to 
live in dignity and build better lives for our 
children. Together with our international 
partners, we are working to build a new 
Iraq, advancing this age-old dream. Ameri-
cans have built that kind of country. With 
their help and goodwill, so will we.
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As Iraqis wind down the war and rebuild their economy, their challenges can be America’s opportunities

BY FARHAN BOKHARI

An elaborate parade in Islamabad 
just this past week, to commemo-
rate Pakistan Day on March 23, 

said it all. The occasion is an annual cel-
ebration in remembrance of the historic 
event in 1940 when Muslims of British-
ruled colonial India formally chose to 
create a homeland of their own.

Pakistan’s journey of survival through 
a series of trials and tribulations was 
abundantly visible through the parade 
that stood out as a powerful reminder 
of the nation’s resilience and strength. 
An array of weapon systems on display 
for use by Pakistan’s land, naval and air 
forces amply highlighted the extent to 
which the country’s defensive capability 
has come of age.

The nuclear-armed nation’s half a 
million-strong armed forces personnel 
have repeatedly risen to defend Pakistan 
in times of crisis, including periods when 
foreign technology was denied. And yet, 
this capability on its own is hardly rele-
vant beyond just facilitating a temporary 
victory that must be subsequently but-
tressed with a host of follow-up actions. 
In recent years, a visibly dismal outlook 
surrounding Pakistan’s civilian struc-
tures has often prompted anxieties over 
the fate of such vital military successes. 
In spite of the pomp surrounding the 
March 23 event, Pakistan remains mired 
in a host of challenges.

The highlights of the parade itself in-
cluded the first-ever presence of troops 
from China’s land, naval and air services, 
who stood on display along side their 
Pakistani compatriots. China has been 
a time-tested friend of Pakistan, having 
come to the country’s aid in moments 

of crisis and international isolation. The 
aerial display by the Pakistan Air Force 
would have been incomplete without the 
presence of the JF-17 ‘Thunder’ fighter 
planes, jointly manufactured by China 
and Pakistan. Meanwhile, the Pakistan 
army’s main battle tank, Al Khalid, could 
not have been completed successfully 
without China’s assistance. 

And finally, the growing reach of the 
Pakistan navy is now clearly anchored on 
plans to purchase at least eight Chinese 
submarines, which will start arriving in 
about five years from now.

Ironically, however, the growing mili-
tary strength of Pakistan needs to be 
backed by undertaking hitherto incom-
plete economic reforms with a clearer 
focus on empowering those at the grass-
roots level.

 In sharp contrast to Pakistan’s clearly 
visible military strength, the country’s 
economy continues to suffer from ques-
tions over a number of variables.

While Pakistan’s accountant-turned-
politician Finance Minister Ishaq Dar 
often takes pride in presiding over a pe-
riod of robust economic revival, noth-
ing could be further from the truth. In 
recent months, the Karachi Stock Ex-
change or KSE has progressed with leaps 
and bounds, giving ammunition to the 
government’s case. And yet, a question 
worth asking is whether this is indeed 
evidence of a broader economic suc-
cess? Across Pakistan, almost one-third 

of the population is widely believed to 
continue living in abject poverty. In the 
past 18 months, a crash in Pakistan’s ag-
ricultural sector has effectively deprived 
between 50 to 60 per cent of the popula-
tion from a part of their incomes. 

That’s the estimated number of Paki-
stanis who are believed to depend di-
rectly or indirectly on agriculture as their 
main source of sustenance. Meanwhile, 
sluggish exports from Pakistan also in-
dicate a slowdown in its industrial pro-
duction. Taken together, these two sec-
tors — agriculture and industry — cater 
to the needs of at least 70 per cent of the 
country’s population.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif’s government appears to be lay-
ing the course for the next parliamentary 
elections due in 2018. Towards that end, 
the ruling structure is driven in part by 
questionable economic priorities such as 
dedication to populist schemes. 

Building roads and Metro buses to 
win votes has conveniently become the 
regime’s priority, notwithstanding their 
significance for Pakistan. In an ideal 
world, such development projects could 
well be justified if indeed Pakistan had 
the resources to afford them. However, 
Pakistan does not have that luxury.

At a time when the country’s water 
resources are depleting and Pakistan re-
mains surrounded by an unprecedented 
energy crisis, the government should fo-
cus on water storage facilities as one of 

its top objectives. Building dams may 
take longer than fancy bus services. But 
in the overall economic scheme of things, 
the priorities being pursued by the Sharif 
government will not yield economic divi-
dends to serve Pakistan’s best interests.

Amidst the questionable pursuit of 
priorities, Pakistan’s political system re-
mains apparently disconnected from the 
most pressing challenges faced by the 
country.

 Though it returned to full democratic 
rule in 2008, the federal and provincial 
legislatures are yet to show evidence of 
comprehensively debating the prevailing 
security challenges with a view to recom-
mending a comprehensive set of actions. 

As Pakistan’s politicians have practi-
cally twiddled their thumbs on the best 
way forward to tackle prevailing security 
challenges, the saving grace has indeed 
been the Pakistan army, which has taken 
back territory once occupied by mili-
tants. Pakistan’s armed forces may have 
equipped themselves to tackle the chal-
lenges faced by the country, but consoli-
dating that victory is vital to turn the tide 
in securing the country.

The March 23 parade may well provide 
a timely reminder of the success sto-
ries built with cooperation from China, 
which remains Pakistan’s closest friend. 
Going forward, China’s promise to invest 
more than $55 billion (Dh202.29 billion) 
in Pakistan’s infrastructure presents 
both an opportunity as well as a risk. 
While the opportunity is all too obvious, 
the risk will emerge from the failure of 
the ruling structure to reform Pakistan 
internally in a way that key challenges 
finally begin to be addressed.
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Pakistan needs to set its priorities right

HAIDER AL ABADI, PRIME MINISTER OF IRAQ

THE GOP’S 
EXISTENTIAL 
CRISIS
BY COREY ROBIN

Give Donald Trump this: His travel 
ban enraged only half the country. 
The House Republicans’ attempt 

to replace the Affordable Care Act, mean-
while, has alienated everyone, including 
members of the Republican Party itself.

The bill was supposed to go to a vote 
on Friday, but the leadership, facing a 
likely defeat, was forced to pull it when it 
became clear it didn’t have the necessary 
support. It was perhaps better off dead: Al-
ready a rushed, Rube Goldberg solution in 
search of a problem, by the time it neared 
the House floor it had so many compro-
mises woven into it to win votes that, even 
if it passed, it would have probably gone 
down in defeat in the Senate.

It’s not simply that Trump and the Re-
publicans are incompetent and inexperi-
enced, though they are: The overwhelm-
ing majority of the party’s congressional 
delegation wasn’t even in the House of 
Representatives when Barack Obama was 
first elected to the White House, and de-
spite his reputation as a savvy pol, Paul 
Ryan, who became House Speaker only in 
2015, has almost no record of legislative 
achievement. (In his time in the House, 
which he joined in 1999, he’s managed to 
get signed into law only three of the bills he 
originally sponsored.)

Nor is it that their time in the opposi-
tion has left the Republicans ill equipped 
to govern: After years of wandering 
in the wilderness, neither the Ronald 
Reagan administration nor George W. 
Bush’s people were at a loss, when sud-
denly given the keys to the castle, about 
what to do. And as demonstrated by the 
travel ban and the Republican division 
over Trump’s budget (despite its fulfill-
ing long-held conservative dreams), the 
meltdown over Obamacare repeal can’t 
be chalked up solely to the byzantine 
complexities of American health care.

The problem with these explanations, 
which many of Trump’s liberal critics 
have embraced, is that they stop at the 
personalities and policies, the misplaced 
priorities and tactics, of the current Re-
publican Party. But the confusion and in-
coherence over health care reflect a deep-
er impasse on the Right, one that will dog 
it no matter where it goes next — whether 
it’s a new assault on Obamacare, cutting 
popular federal programmes and agen-
cies, or many of the other major planks in 
the Republican agenda.

The Republicans began the year joyful: 
They now control the elected branches of 
the government at the federal level and 
in 25 states, and the legislatures of seven 
other states. This, they said, was their 
chance to fulfil their dreams on a range of 
issues, including repealing Obamacare. 
But a sizeable portion of the population 
now believes that health care is a funda-
mental good that the government should 
provide, and the rift between some of the 
House Republicans, who wanted to keep 
that basic commitment, and the House 
Freedom Caucus, which opposed it, ulti-
mately sank the bill.

This tension between aspiration and ac-
tuality, not just over health care but over a 
wide range of issues, is neither new nor pe-
culiar to the right. All movements and par-
ties experience it: For years, Britain’s Con-
servative Party was divided between its 
Thatcherite hard-liners and the so-called 
wets. But movements and parties in their 
ascendancy have an easier time finessing 
that tension. When confronting an enemy 
that controls the state or the terms of polit-
ical debate, insurgent movements are dis-
ciplined by the combination of their ambi-
tion and their weakness. Because they are 
in the minority, the movement’s true be-
lievers understand that their primary task 
is to win converts. That task forces them to 
cajole and confront, to engage and enter-
tain, the other side. If they win converts, if 
they see their movement grow, they’ll con-
fidently accept a temporary compromise 
with their newfound, perhaps softer allies 
as the price of power — and the promise of 
greater power to come. 
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Belarus is the latest thorn in Putin’s side
BY LEONID BERSHIDSKY

Belarussian President Alexander Lu-
kashenko is caught in the crossfire of 
a much larger battle. He’d like closer 

ties with the European Union (EU) and 
weaker ones with Russia, but the drift ap-
pears to be drawing popular protests driven 
by growing dissatisfaction with his repres-
sive policies and failed management of the 
economy.

Lukashenko, whom Condoleezza Rice 
had once short-sightedly called Europe’s 
last dictator, has always had more trouble 
than, say, Ukrainian leaders in trying to 
play Russia and Europe against each other. 
His regime was dependent on Russia for 
cheap natural gas and other indirect sub-
sidies, goodies came at the cost of hewing 
close to the Kremlin’s course.

But Lukashenko was mostly fine with 
the arrangement, sharing Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s autocratic instincts 
and tendency to see political opposi-
tion as enemies to be suppressed. He also 
knew Belarus’s state-dominated economic 
model wouldn’t survive broader exposure 
to Europe. Then Russia annexed Crimea 
in March, 2014, which sparked sanctions 
from the EU and the United States. Lu-
kashenko refused to back Putin’s move, 
fearing his small country would be next in 

line. When Moscow tried to punish the EU 
with counter-sanctions, Belarus was hardly 
in lockstep, happily serving as a fake coun-
try of origin for many European products. 
Last year, Belarus failed to agree with Rus-
sia on the price of gas and paid only half of 
what the Russian state supplier, Gazprom, 
demanded, accumulating more than $500 
million (Dh1.83 billion) in debt — about six 
weeks’ economic output.

In January, Lukashenko signed a decree 
allowing the citizens of 80 countries, in-
cluding Europeans and US citizens, to en-
ter Belarus without visas for five days. This 
was an attempt to raise tourist revenue in 
a shrinking economy, but the Kremlin re-
sponded by putting out a terse statement 
and setting up border checkpoints.

Anti-Kremlin European politicians, for 
their part, noticed with approval that Lu-
kashenko appeared to be in a liberalising 
mood. “Visa no longer needed to visit Be-
larus,” former Swedish prime minister Carl 
Bildt tweeted last week. “As fascinating as 
unknown. And obviously much to see.”

There is, however, a flip side to liber-
alisation. Last week, thousands of people 
— large numbers for notoriously passive 
Belarus — took to the streets throughout 
the country to protest a Lukashenko decree 
that imposed a tax on people who hadn’t 

worked for six months or more — a Soviet-
inspired revenue-boosting measure.

The regime has a history of violently sup-
pressing protest, but this year, sweeping 
violence was out of the question because it 
would disgust potential European partners. 
Lukashenko had the protest leaders briefly 
detained and suspended the offending de-
cree. It’s not clear whether this will have 
a dampening effect on further protests, 
scheduled for this week. Some opposition 
leaders are hopeful that the regime is be-
ginning to stumble.

“We are witnessing a systemic crisis,” one 
of them, Nikolai Statkevich, a retired colo-
nel and former political prisoner, told the 
anti-Lukashenko website Belorussky Parti-
san. “Russia used to pay for all the fun, but 
now it cannot keep paying more, and more 
is constantly needed because the efficiency 
of this kind of economy is falling. Russia 
demands more and more in exchange, and 
giving it up is already dangerous for Lu-
kashenko’s personal power.”

Lukashenko is increasingly paranoid. 
Last Tuesday, he announced that his se-
curity forces had detained “several dozen” 
armed militants who got into Belarus from 
their training camps in Ukraine and per-
haps Poland and Lithuania. The fighters, he 
claimed, had been trained and funded by 

his opponents who had fled the country for 
Eastern Europe.

The accusations against Eastern Euro-
pean states could be the beginning of an-
other pendulum swing away from Europe 
and towards Russia. Losing a known quan-
tity like Lukashenko would be a disaster for 
the Kremlin, especially if he’s replaced by a 
pro-European leader. But Russian money 
cannot keep putting out Lukashenko’s fires 
indefinitely. The tactic has failed Putin in 
Ukraine in 2014.

There is an old Russian joke about an 
experiment: A Russian, a Ukrainian and a 
Belarussian are told to sit on a chair that 
has a long sharp nail sticking out of it. The 
Russian sits down, jumps up cursing, kicks 
over the chair, hits the experimenter in the 
face. The Ukrainian leaps up, looks down 
at the chair, pulls out the nail and puts it in 
his pocket — it could come in handy. The 
Belarussian stays put. “Doesn’t it hurt?” the 
experimenter asks him. 

“I thought that was the whole point,” the 
Belarussian answers. But even this legend-
ary patience will eventually run out. Fur-
ther developments in Belarus are worth 
watching to see what lessons Putin has 
drawn from Ukraine, and whether popular 
discontent can thwart him again.
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Amidst the questionable pursuit of priorities, Pakistan’s 
political system remains apparently disconnected from 

the most pressing challenges faced by the country



International Indian Horizon 
Thursday, April 27, 20178

10 arrested in Charlie Heb-
do, Paris store attacks probe

‘
Paris, April 26 (IANS) Ten persons suspected of providing 

arms for the 2015 attacks on the Charlie Hebdo offices and a 
supermarket in Paris have been arrested in France and Bel-
gium.

A police operation to detain the suspects began on Monday 
and continued on Wednesday morning, with 10 suspects in 
custody so far, a spokesperson for the Paris prosecutor’s of-
fice said. The operation was carried out within the framework 
of an investigation into the weapons used in the attack on 
January 7, 2015, when brothers Cherif and Said Kouachi shot 
and killed 12 people at the offices of satirical weekly newspa-
per Charlie Hebdo, Efe news reported.

Two days later, Amedy Coulibaly, a friend of the Kouachi 
brothers, killed four people at a Kosher supermarket in Paris, 
before he was shot and killed by security forces.

According to French media reports, those arrested were al-
legedly involved in the delivery of weapons to Coulibaly.

Investigations into the weapons used in the attacks had 
already led to Claude Hermant, an ex-mercenary known for 
his extreme-right links, who was imprisoned and interrogat-
ed anew in light of the new findings, French news channel 
BFMTV reported.

According to the case file, Hermant and his wife bought 
from a Slovakian company four Tokarev pistols and the two 
Kalashnikovs that Coulibaly had with him during the super-
market attack.

Islamophobic incidents up 
by 1,000% since Trump took 

office: Muslim group
Washington, April 26 (IANS) The number of Islamophobia 

incidents involving US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
officials has increased by around 1,000 per cent since Presi-
dent Donald Trump took office in January, according to a 
Muslim activist group. The Council on American-Islamic Re-
lations (CAIR) said preliminary data collated from its branch-
es across the country, found that instances in which officials 
were accused of profiling Muslims accounted for 23 per cent 
of its caseload in the first three months of 2017.

Of the 193 CBP cases from January-March 2017, 181 were 
reported after the January 27 Muslim travel ban by the Trump 
administration. In the first three months of 2016, the group 
reported 17 cases, The Independent reported on Wednesday.

“These are incidents which are reported to us and which we 
examine,” Corey Saylor, director of CAIR’s group that moni-
tors Islamophobia, told the daily.

“We look at these very carefully. Around 50 per cent, we re-
ject.” Saylor said allegations of Islamophobia being levelled at 
border officials was nothing new.

Yet, he said that Trump’s election and the signing of two ex-
ecutive orders to crackdown on undocumented migrants and 
to refuse entry to citizens from six Muslim-majority coun-
tries, was behind the spike in incidents. 

“I have no doubt in my mind that these things are con-
nected.” In the aftermath of the travel ban, which have been 
halted by the courts, there were widespread reports of chaos 
at US airports, and people were turned away as they sought to 
board flights to the US at foreign airports.

Saylor said he appreciated the difficult job being faced by 
border officials, but asked that they did it without breaching 
the US Constitution.

Judge blocks Trump’s order 
defunding ‘sanctuary cities’
Washington, April 26 (IANS) A judge in San Francisco dealt 

the US administration another legal blow by blocking Presi-
dent Donald Trumps threatened suspension of unspecified 
federal funding from cities and towns that refuse to cooper-
ate with immigration authorities. US District Judge William 
H. Orrick on Tuesday blocked Trump’s January 25 executive 
order on what are called “sanctuary cities” and said lawsuits 
by Santa Clara county and San Francisco challenging the or-
der were likely to succeed, the Washington Post reported.

The White House blasted the decision in a scathing state-
ment that said officials behind sanctuary city policies had 
“the blood of dead Americans on their hands”.

Judge Orrick pointed to discrepancies in the administra-
tion’s interpretation of the executive order, which broadly 
authorised the Attorney General to withhold federal funding 
for “sanctuary cities” that do not cooperate with immigration 
officials. At the same time, the judge said the Justice Depart-
ment may hold back funding that is awarded with immigra-
tion-related conditions, if those conditions are violated. 

The White House described Judge Orrick’s decision as a gift 
to the criminal gangs and cartels active in the US, adding that 
it empowered those involved in human and sex trafficking 
and put thousands of innocent lives at risk.

The ruling, which applies nationwide, was another judi-
cial setback for the Trump administration, which has now 
seen three immigration orders stopped by federal courts in 
its first 100 days, the daily reported. The judge’s ruling is 
effective on the national level and affects all sanctuary cit-
ies, comprising about 200 local entities, including Los An-
geles, Chicago and New York, that protect undocumented 
migrants from deportation.

WORLD SNIPPETS

Beijing, April 26 (IANS) 
A Chinese court has con-
victed American busi-
nesswoman Sandy Phan-
Gillis for spying and 
ordered her deportation.

Phan-Gillis was sen-
tenced to three and a half 
years in prison by a court 
in Nanning, but it is un-
clear if she will have to 
serve the time.

She was arrested in 
March 2015 while trav-
elling with a business 
delegation from Texas 
through mainland Chi-
na.

She has already spent 
more than two years in 
detention and her family 
has consistently main-
tained her innocence.

Phan-Gillis, who has 
Chinese origins but was 
born in Vietnam, was ac-

cused of espionage and 
stealing state secrets, ac-
cording to the UN Work-
ing Group on Arbitrary 
Detention.

Her lawyer, Shang 
Baojun, told the AFP 
news agency that he ex-
pected she would be “de-
ported very soon”, which 
would mean she would 
not have to serve the sen-
tence.

The 57-year-old busi-
ness consultant, who 
lives with her family in 
Houston, Texas, was in 
“okay” condition, he 
added.

The US government is 
in contact with the Chi-
nese government at the 
“highest levels” about 
the case, a spokeswoman 
at the US embassy said.

Last year, the UN 

Working Group on Arbi-
trary Detention criticised 
China in relation to the 
case, saying it was not 
observing “international 
norms relating to the 
right to a fair trial and to 
liberty and security”.

Very few details about 
the case have been re-
leased because it in-
volves state secrets.

But Phan-Gillis’ hus-
band, Jeff Gillis, told the 
Associated Press last year 
that the charge related 
to “beyond ridiculous” 
allegations that his wife 
engaged in espionage on 
a trip to Nanning in 1996, 
before returning to the 
US and recruiting Chi-
nese spies for a foreign 
intelligence organisa-
tion - alleged to be the 
FBI - in 1997 and 1998. 

But Phan-Gillis’ hus-
band, Jeff Gillis, told the 
Associated Press last year 
that the charge related 
to “beyond ridiculous” 
allegations that his wife 
engaged in espionage on 
a trip to Nanning in 1996, 
before returning to the 
US and recruiting Chi-
nese spies for a foreign 
intelligence organisation 
- alleged to be the FBI - in 
1997 and 1998.

He said her passport 
shows that she did not 
make a trip to China in 
1996.

Phan-Gillis has denied 
any wrongdoing and 
previously said her de-
tention was political and 
not criminal, according 
to a letter transcribed by 
a US consular official in 
China.

Paris, April 26 (IANS) 
France says it has evidence 
showing the Syrian air force 
“undoubtedly” dropped 
bombs containing the 
nerve agent Sarin on a reb-
el-held town last month.

Foreign Minister Jean-
Marc Ayrault told reporters 
that samples taken from the 
scene bore the “signature” 
of Sarin produced by Syria’s 
government. At least 87 
people were killed in the in-
cident in Khan Sheikhoun, 
according to an opposition-
run health authority.

Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad has dismissed it as 
a “fabrication”. He insists 
the government has never 
used chemical weapons 
and that it turned over all 
of its stocks in 2013, after 
it was blamed by Western 

powers for a Sarin attack 
on rebel-held suburbs of 
Damascus that left hun-
dreds dead. Hundreds of 
people suffered symptoms 
consistent with reaction 
to a nerve agent after what 
the opposition and the US 
say was a Syrian Air Force 
attack on Khan Sheikhoun 
on 4 April. Last week, the 
Organisation for the Prohi-
bition of Chemical Weap-
ons (OPCW) said analysis 
of bio-medical samples 
collected from three vic-
tims had presented “in-
controvertible” proof that 
they were exposed to Sarin 
or a Sarin-like substance. 
Wednesday’s declassified 
French intelligence report 
concludes that the Sarin 
was manufactured by the 
Syrian government.

China launches aircraft carrier, 
boosting military presence

Beijing, April 26 
(IANS) China has 
launched a new aircraft 
carrier in the latest sign 
of its growing military 
strength. It is the coun-
try’s second aircraft car-
rier, after the Liaoning, 
and the first to be made 
domestically.

The as-yet unnamed 
ship was transferred 
into the water in the 
north-eastern port of 
Dalian, state media 
said. It will reportedly 
be operational by 2020.

It comes amid heated 
rhetoric between the 
US and North Korea 
and ongoing tensions 
in the South China Sea. 
China has had only one 
operational aircraft car-
rier, the Liaoning, which 
it bought from Ukraine 
and refitted.

The US has deployed 

warships and a sub-
marine to the Korean 
peninsula, prompting 
an angry reaction from 
North Korea. China has 
urged calm. The sight of 
a bottle of champagne 
hitting the bow of a new 
Chinese-built aircraft 
carrier will worry many.

Western military in-
telligence will be poring 
over the television foot-
age. For them it’s not 
emotional: cold calcula-
tions are being made.

They see a not quite 

finished vessel, a few 
years from full service, 
partly based on Soviet-
era design.

It’s technologically 
inferior to the ten air-
craft carriers being used 
by the United States 
Navy - but there’s no 
doubt that it’s a big step 
for China.

China’s aircraft car-
rier programme is a 
state secret, but it’s hard 
to imagine this country 
being satisfied with two 
of them.

The US says all op-
tions are on the table to 
remove North Korea’s 
nuclear weapons - and 
it is using the USS Carl 
Vinson battle group to 
press the point.

That’s the kind of 
power that China wants 
- and that’s why we 
haven’t seen the last 
Chinese aircraft carrier 
rolling off the produc-
tion line in the Dalian 
shipyard. The new car-
rier is touted as a sig-
nificant upgrade from 
the Liaoning, which was 
built more than 25 years 
ago and is a refurbished 
ship from the days of 
the Soviet Union.

It has been seen by 
some analysts as a kind 
of training vessel in 
preparation for the new 
carrier, our correspon-
dent says.

Syrian government 
made Sarin used in 
Khan Sheikhoun, 

France says

Turkey arrests 1,000 
in raids targeting 

Gulen suspects
Ankara, April 26 (IANS) Police have arrested 

1,000 people suspected of being part of a move-
ment blamed for the failed 2016 coup. Another 
2,200 were being sought as authorities targeted 
what they said was a secret structure within Tur-
key’s police force.

Turkey says a movement loyal to US-based Is-
lamic cleric Fethullah Gulen organised the July 
2016 plot to bring down President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan. Earlier this month the president won a 
referendum on boosting his powers.

As a result of the narrow victory Mr Erdogan 
can become head of the executive, beefing up 
the largely ceremonial role of Turkey’s president. 
”1,009 covert ‘imams’ in 72 provinces have been 
taken into custody so far,” Interior Minister Su-
leyman Soylu was reported as saying, calling it an 
important step for Turkey.

A list of 3,224 people had been compiled by po-
lice in an operation across Turkey’s 81 provinces, 
reports said. In Istanbul alone, 390 suspects were 
being sought. It was widely expected that the 
post-coup purge would accelerate once President 
Erdogan achieved the victory he wanted in a ref-
erendum on expanding his powers.

China convicts US woman Sandy 
Phan-Gillis for spying

Moscow, April 26 (IANS) 
Defence Minister Arun Jaitley 
on Wednesday said India sup-
ports a greater role by Russia in 
global affairs as well as in “our 
shared neighbourhood” in view 
of growing terrorism which “re-
mains the primary concern for 
peaceful countries”. Jatiley also 
expressed concern over grow-
ing maritime territorial dis-
putes and the tensions arising 

in the Korean peninsula. “As a 
long-standing friend and stra-
tegic partner, India supports 
an expanded role by Russia in 
global affairs, especially in our 
shared neighbourhood,” Jait-
ley said speaking on ‘Global 
Security: Challenges of the 
21st Century’ at the 6th Mos-
cow Conference on Interna-
tional Security. “The scourge 
of terrorism remains the pri-

mary security challenge for all 
peaceful countries,” he said, 
recalling the bomb blast on a 
St. Petersburg Metro train on 
April 3 this year, and conveyed 
India’s strong solidarity with 
Russia. He pointed out the use 
of social media and technology 
for radicalisation. “Terrorism 
is being reinvented in newer 
and even more dangerous 
manifestations. The manipu-

lation of young minds by fun-
damentalist groups using new 
technologies and social media 
has already caused long-term 
damage to our societies,” Jait-
ley said, citing the “lone wolf 
attacks” in many countries as 
an example of this.

“We welcome recent efforts by 
Russia to hold consultations on 
Afghanistan, in which India had 
also actively participated,” Jaitley 

said. Calling territorial dispute in 
maritime domain another “seri-
ous challenge”, Jaitley said: “India 
believes that the rights of freedom 
of navigation and over-flight as 
well as unimpeded commerce 
should be ensured. These are vi-
tal to India’s own economic en-
gagement with the Indo-Pacific 
region.” “The recent escalation of 
tensions in the Korean peninsula 
is a matter of concern,” he added.

India supports ‘expanded role’ of Russia in global affairs

North Korea tensions: US installs missile defence system in S Korea
Washington, April 26 (IANS) The US 

military has started installing a con-
troversial missile defence system at 
a site in South Korea, amid high ten-
sions over neighbouring North Korea’s 
nuclear and missile ambitions.

The Thaad system is designed to 
protect against threats from North 
Korea. Hundreds of local residents 
protested against the deployment, as 
vehicles carrying equipment arrived at 
the site in the south of the country.

China argues Thaad will destabilise 
security in the region. The US has in 
recent days deployed warships and a 
submarine to the Korean peninsula, 
amid fears North Korea could be plan-
ning further missile or nuclear tests. The 
Trump administration, which has been 
urging China to rein in its ally, North 
Korea, is due to hold a classified briefing 
for senators on the situation at the White 
House later on Wednesday. The Termi-
nal High-Altitude Area Defense (Thaad) 
system is designed to intercept and de-
stroy short and medium-range ballistic 

missiles during their final phase of flight.
“South Korea and the United States 

have been working to secure an early 
operational capability of the Thaad 
system in response to North Korea’s 
advancing nuclear and missile threat,” 
South Korea’s defence ministry said in 
a statement. The system - agreed last 
year under the Obama administration 

- is not expected to be operational un-
til the end of 2017, it added.

The development coincides with 
China launching a new aircraft carrier 
- the first to be made domestically - in 
a bid to boost its own military pres-
ence in the region. Television footage 
showed military trailers carrying what 
appeared to be defence equipment to 

a disused golf course some 250km (155 
miles) south of the South Korean capi-
tal Seoul on Wednesday morning.

Dozens of police lined the road, try-
ing to block hundreds of protesters, 
some of whom were hurling water 
bottles at the vehicles. More than 10 
people were injured in the clashes with 
police, activists said. Many of the pro-
testers were local residents of the two 
towns closest to the military site.

“We will continue our fight and 
there’s still time for Thaad to be ac-
tually up and running so we will fight 
until equipment is withdrawn from 
the site and ask South Korea’s new 
government to reconsider the plan,” 
protester Kim Jong-kyung told Re-
uters news agency. Police were un-
able to confirm the casualties. Chi-
na has expressed “serious concern” 
over the Thaad deployment and is 
urging the US and South Korea to 
withdraw the system, foreign min-
istry spokesman Geng Shuang told 
reporters on Wednesday.

Missile defence equipment was transported to a former golf club in 
Seongju on Wednesday. AFP
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Mumbai, April 26 (IANS) The 
Securities and Exchange Board 
of India (SEBI) on Wednesday 
approved the introduction of op-
tions trading in the commodities 
market.

Currently, only futures con-
tracts are permitted in the com-
modity derivatives trading space. 

Speaking to reporters after a 
meeting here of the SEBI Board, 
Chairman Ajay Tyagi said com-
modity options trading is one 
among various measures being 
planned by the regulator to deep-
en the markets. 

The Chairman, however, did 
not provide details on what com-

modities can be traded, nor the 
date from which trading in op-
tions can begin.

In a bid to strengthen the com-
modity derivatives market, SEBI 
had last year allowed options trad-
ing in exchanges.

The National Commodity and 
Derivatives Exchange (NCDEX) 
and Multi Commodity Exchange 
of India (MCX) are the two main 
commodity exchanges. 

Earlier this year, previous Chair-
man U.K. Sinha said SEBI was 
seeking legal opinion on options 
trading in commodities, which 
could require amendments to the 
Securities Contracts Regulations 

Act. 
“To enable the commodity de-

rivatives exchanges to organise 
trading of ‘options’, the Board has 
approved a proposal to amend 
the relevant provisions of Securi-
ties Contracts (Regulation) (Stock 
Exchanges and Clearing Corpo-
rations) Regulations, 2012,” SEBI 
said in a statement on Wednes-
day.  “Detailed guidelines for 
trading in ‘option’ on commodity 
derivatives exchanges will be is-
sued by SEBI,” it added. 

The Chairman said the board 
on Wednesday also approved 
proposals to grant a unified li-
cence to commodity and equity 
brokers, as well as regulations 
for monitoring funds over Rs 100 
crore raised through initial pub-
lic offerings (IPO). He said non-
banking financial institutions 
(NBFCs) with net worth of over 
Rs 500 crore will now be allowed 
to participate in IPOs as Qualified 
Institutional Buyers (QIBs).

SEBI has also allowed investors 
instant access to mutual funds 
(MFs) up to a limit of Rs 50,000 
per day, and approved the tie-up 
of MFs with payment banks and 
e-wallets for the purpose.

Mumbai, April 26 (IANS) Reliance 
Communications’ subsidiary Global 
Cloud Xchange (GCX) and Alibaba 
Cloud will jointly offer cloud solu-
tions to enterprises through the 
latter’s Cloud Express Connect via 
GCX’s Cloud X Fusion in Singapore, 
said GCX on Wednesday.

The GCX and Alibaba Cloud -- the 
cloud computing arm of Alibaba 
Group -- signed an agreement at the 
Alibaba’s Cloud Computing Confer-
ence at Nanjing in China to drive 
business opportunities of enterprise 
customers.

“As the Cloud revolution contin-
ues and innovation becomes rapid, 

we see an exponential growth in 
connectivity requirements and in-
frastructure,” said GCX Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Bill Barney in a state-
ment here.

As part of the agreement, the 
GCX will provide the Alibaba Cloud 
secure and low latency solutions 
across its global subsea network in-
frastructure, which covers major e-
commerce hubs worldwide, accord-
ing to the agreement.

Through the GCX’s global network 
and its product portfolio, Cloud X 
Fusion provides seamless, low la-
tency connectivity across developed 
and emerging markets in the US, Eu-

rope, Middle East and Asia.
“The connectivity gives enterpris-

es security, reliability and predict-
ability as they connect to Alibaba 
Cloud services on a dynamic usage-
based consumption,” said the state-
ment.

“As we enter a new era of digital 
transformation, businesses across 
the globe require new levels of sup-
port to tap into the emerging oppor-
tunities of data technology and data 
intelligence.

“Through the interconnection of 
Cloud Express Connect and Cloud X 
Fusion, customers will benefit from 
flexibility and global reach to im-
prove competitiveness in the new 
paradigm,” said Alibaba Cloud Vice-
President Jiong Sun in the state-
ment.

Cloud X Fusion is a proprietary 
platform designed to combine the 
speed and power of fibre optics with 
agility, flexibility and cost-efficien-
cies of “pay-as-you-go” cloud com-
puting.

Cloud’s Express Connect provides 
fast, stable and secure network con-
nections between cloud environ-
ments, including Virtual Private 
Cloud (VPC) intranet intercommu-
nication and dedicated leased line 
connections across regions and us-
ers.

SEBI allows options trading in 
commodities market

Reliance GCX-Alibaba arm to 
offer cloud solutions

New Delhi, April 26 (IANS) Coming 
as a sigh of relief for Samsung after the 
Note 7 fiasco last year, pre-orders for 
its new flagship Galaxy S8 and S8+ de-
vices have reached 80,000 units within 
a week of the launch in India.

“The pre-orders are expected to 
hit 150,000 units by the end of this 
month,” industry sources told IANS.

Packed with a voice assistant, the 
5.8-inch Galaxy S8 and 6.2-inch Gal-
axy S8+ were listed on a Flipkart ban-
ner ad for pre-orders, starting from 
April 19. 

According to the sources, the com-
pany saw 15 times more traffic than 
usual on Samsung e-store that led 
to a temporary downtime.  The pre-
booking saw more than four times the 
pre-booking compared to the earlier 
Galaxy S7 and S7 Edge devices.

Early delivery for pre-booking cus-
tomers will start from May 2 and ow-
ing to high demand of the black colour 
variants, the delivery date of these de-
vices will start from May 12.

Asim Warsi, Senior Vice-President, 
Mobile Business, Samsung India told 
IANS: “We are overwhelmed with the 
response we have received for our 

flagships Samsung Galaxy S8 and S8+. 
A special ‘thank you’ to the custom-
ers for such a magnificent response. 
We are confident that S8 and S8+ will 
further propel our growth and we will 
be able to sustain and strengthen our 
position in India”.

Set to give Apple iPhones a tough 
competition, Samsung released the 
devices with a voice assistant called 
Bixby. 

At Rs 57,900 and Rs 64,900, respec-
tively, the S8 and S8+ devices with 
significantly larger screens, have re-
engineered design with rounded edg-
es and symmetrical sides make them 

compact and comfortable for one-
handed operation. 

The “Infinity Display” and bezel-
less design gives a user 18 per cent 
more screen with no buttons. The 
physical home key on the front has 
given way to a more intuitive soft key 
with a pressure sensor that is embed-
ded under the display.

For security, the company intro-
duced an iris scanner, which is one of 
the most secure biometric identifica-
tion systems on a phone. osition in In-
dia”. Set to give Apple iPhones a tough 
competition, Samsung released the 
devices with a voice assistant called 
Bixby.  At Rs 57,900 and Rs 64,900, 
respectively, the S8 and S8+ devices 
with significantly larger screens, have 
re-engineered design with rounded 
edges and symmetrical sides make 
them compact and comfortable for 
one-handed operation.  Samsung S8 
and S8+ have 12MP rear cameras with 
multi-frame processing and optical 
image stabilisation and 8MP auto-
focus front shooters. The devices run 
on Android 7.0 Nougat. While S8 has a 
3,000 mAh battery, S8+ boasts a 3,500 
mAh battery.

Pre-orders for Samsung S8, S8+ 
reach 80,000 units in India

New Delhi, April 26 (IANS) An inte-
grated and holistic approach to mea-
sure the blue economy of each nation is 
required to gain access to the untapped 
potential of this sector, a US researcher 
has said.

Charles Colgan, from National Ocean 
Economics Programme (NCEP), US, in a 
talk here on Tuesday evening said there 
were five different dimensions to this, 
namely, customers, capital, manage-
ment, innovation and measurement. 

He was speaking on the subject ‘Blue 
Economy Framework for Sustainable 
Development and Economic Prosper-
ity’, organised by Research and Informa-
tion System For Developing Countries 
(RIS) jointly with the Ministry of Earth 
Sciences at the India Habitat Centre.

In his presentation, titled ‘A Practi-
cal Guide to the Blue Economy’, Colgan 
highlighted the crucial issue concern-
ing the accounting of blue economy. 
He said data collection is a “coopera-
tive between day to day managers and 
researchers”, as a result of which policy 

formulation for promoting blue econo-
my and exploring cooperation at the re-
gional levels becomes difficult.

He said understanding and analysing 
the Net Ocean Product as a “measure of 
sustainability” is very much needed to 
study the size and sectoral differences 
in Blue Economy among countries. It 
would require convergence and coop-
eration of technology among different 
countries to optimise the Blue Economy. 

Colgan said that “a break from or-
ganisational and integrational silos” is 
needed to accept and adapt the dynamic 
nature of the blue economy paradigm. 

The lecture was held prior to the Indi-
an Ocean Rim Association (IORA) sum-
mit which will take place on May 10-12 
in Jakarta.

In his presentation, titled ‘A Practi-
cal Guide to the Blue Economy’, Colgan 
highlighted the crucial issue concern-
ing the accounting of blue economy. 
He said data collection is a “coopera-
tive between day to day managers and 
researchers”, as a result of which policy 
formulation for promoting blue econo-
my and exploring cooperation at the re-
gional levels becomes difficult.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi initi-
ated the “Blue Economy Imperative” 
during his visits to the Seychelles and 
Mauritius in March 2015. Through this, 
Blue Economy holds the mandate of in-
tegrating the twin objectives of growth 
and sustainability for fostering devel-
opment with countries in the realm of 
Ocean development.

‘Blue economy needs to be 
measured to tap its potential’Lucknow, April 26 (IANS) Despite terse warn-

ings and repeated reminders by the Yogi Aditya-
nath-led Uttar Pradesh government, more than 
120 state officials were yet to submit the details 
of their assets and properties, an official said on 
Wednesday.

Adityanath, soon after assuming charge on 
March 19, had directed all officials to submit the 
details within a fortnight. This deadline was later 
revised till April 25. 

Sources, however, said that a staggering 120 of-
ficials, many from the senior-most ranks, were yet 
to comply with the direction.

The defaulters included as many as three doz-
en IAS officials who were yet to furnish details of 

their immovable assets. 
Frustrated by this failure of the state govern-

ment’s effort to bring in transparency, Chief Sec-
retary Rahul Bhatnagar has now asked all Princi-
pal Secretaries to ensure that the “needful is done 
at all costs by May 3”.

A Personnel Department official said that while 
it was routine to submit details of movable as-
sets every year, this was for the first time that the 
details of immovable assets and properties was 
sought by the state government.

The Chief Secretary has now warned officials 
against any laxity in this regard and said that any 
further delay could spell an adverse entry in their 
character roll and affect their promotions.

Over 120 UP officials yet to submit 
property details

New Delhi, April 26 (IANS) In 
line with its mission to make 
the world open and connect-
ed, Facebook on Wednesday 
hosted an interactive showcase 
of its family products and apps 
and rolled out local camera ef-
fects designed for India.

Sharing latest numbers, 
Facebook also said it now has 
more than 184 million active 
monthly users in India.

In addition to the frames and 
effects that come standard in 
the Facebook camera, the com-
pany designed several custom 
effects for India for people to 
create and share photos and 
videos that showcase the ex-
pression of 'Namaste' as well 
as capture geo-specific experi-
ences in Delhi, Mumbai, Goa 
and other places.

The event -- centred on three 
themes "Me, My Community 
and My World" -- showcased 
products including Face-
book Live, Facebook Lite, Full 
Camera, 360 Photos, Groups, 
Events, Oculus, Instagram and 
WhatsApp.

The interactive session also 
included display and working 
of company's suite of safety 
and security tools, includ-
ing Safety Check, Community 
Help, Safety Centre, Parents 
Portal, Bullying Prevention 
Hub and Suicide Prevention 
tools. 

"This event serves as an op-
portunity for our teams to lis-
ten and receive feedback from 
the community as we work to 
ensure everyone's Facebook 
experiences is great, regardless 

of where they connect. We are 
building better experiences to 
work on all connections, de-
vices, and communities," the 
company said in a statement. 

Facebook Lite counts India 
as one of the top countries and 
it would continue to make im-
provements to similar prod-
ucts, the statement added. 

The social media giant also 
announced that it will roll out 
Reactions, including "Love", 
"Haha", "Wow", "Sad" and 
"Angry" -- an extension of the 
Like button -- on Facebook Lite 
later this month. 

Since the global rollout of 
Facebook Reactions in 2016, 
there have been 300 billion 
reactions on Facebook posts. 
The most popular reaction is 
Love, making up more than 
half of all of reactions. The in-
teractive session also included 
display and working of compa-
ny’s suite of safety and security 
tools, including Safety Check, 
Community Help, Safety Cen-
tre, Parents Portal, Bullying 
Prevention Hub and Suicide 
Prevention tools. 

“This event serves as an op-
portunity for our teams to lis-
ten and receive feedback from 
the community as we work to 
ensure everyone’s Facebook 
experiences is great, regardless 
of where they connect.

Facebook rolls out local 
camera effects designed 

for India
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Google ‘Project Owl’ to curb fake 
news in its Search

San Francisco, April 26 (IANS) To 
tackle fake news and hate speech and 
control Search results that show false, 
offensive or outrageous information 
about certain topics, Google has an-
nounced some major changes in its 
Search feature.

The Google update, codenamed 
“Project Owl,” gives consumers two new 
ways to report what they perceive as 
problems in the Search results. 

The company is also using teams of 
humans as part of an effort to get its 
algorithms to show more reliable infor-
mation, Fortune reported on Tuesday.

The biggest change that the company 
did was with Google’s auto-complete 
function where the search engine sug-

gests options to complete your query. 
“With longer-term effort in mind, to-

day, we are taking the next step toward 
continuing to surface more high-quality 
content from the web. This includes im-
provements in Search ranking, easier 
ways for people to provide direct feed-
back and greater transparency around 
how Search works,” Google wrote in a 
post.  Google has incorporated a way by 
users can tell the company to tell Google 
if you encounter something wrong or 
objectionable. The tool now comes with 
little line that says ‘report inappropri-
ate predictions’. If a user clicks on the 
line, a box pops up that lets the user tell 
Google that the predictions are hateful 
or violent and so on. 

San Francisco, April 26 (IANS) Apple’s plans to 
replace OLED with micro-LED in 2017 Apple Watch 
3 and iPhones has raised concerns in Samsung as 
Apple’s expected use of Samsung OLED screens for a 
new iPhone model this year may only be temporary.

“Apple has been working with LuxVue (which it 
acquired in 2014) to develop new micro-LED screen 
production in the two years since the technology be-
gan gaining public attention in the 2015,” appleinsid-
er.com reported on Wednesday.  Apple was granted 
patents related to LuxVue and micro-LED, that also 
explains the inclusion of sensing Infrared diodes with 
the ability to read fingerprints on the surface of the 

display.
In addition to the loss of a billion dollars worth of 

OLED screens, Samsung and LG are also increas-
ingly concerned that Apple will start sourcing its 

RAM and cameras elsewhere, too, the report noted. 
Aiming to secure a stable supply of memory chips 
for its iPhones, Apple may invest billions of dollars 
to obtain a substantial stake in struggling Japanese 
conglomerate Toshiba’s chip business, ending nearly 
two decades of being among Samsung’s largest RAM 
customers.

Apple executives are also considering joining 
hands with chip manufacturer Foxconn, formally 
known as Hon Hai Precision, for taking a big stake in 
Toshiba’s semiconductor business.

Early this year, Foxconn announced that it is team-
ing up with Apple to set up a display-panel manufac-
turing facility in the US at an investment of $7 billion.

The facility could create between 30,000 and 50,000 
new jobs and could include the production of TV 
screens in addition to smartphone displays.

Foxconn has most of its factories in China where it 
assembles Apple’s iPhone

Washington, April 26 
(IANS) An Indian-American 
man has been charged with 
insider trading here by the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC).

Avaneesh Krishnamoor-
thy, a Vice President in the 
risk management depart-
ment of Nomura Securi-
ties, a New York-based 
investment bank, alleg-
edly used the confidential 
information of a private 
equity firm’s acquisition 
to conduct insider trading, 
the American Bazaar online 
reported on Wednesday.

He was charged with one 
count of securities fraud, 
which carries a maximum 
sentence of 20 years in pris-
on and a maximum fine of 
$5 million.

According to the SEC’s 
complaint, Krishnamoor-
thy made approximately 
$48,000 in illicit profits 

through insider trading.
Federal prosecutors said 

Krishnamoorthy learned 
through the course of his 
work that the private equity 
firm Golden Gate Capital 
intended to acquire the on-
line analytics and market-
ing firm Neustar. 

Krishnamoorthy then 
began trading in Neustar 
securities through two bro-
kerages accounts that he 
allegedly kept hidden from 
his employer, which had 
been approached by Gold-
en Gate Capital to finance 
the transaction, according 
to the report.

“As alleged in our com-
plaint, Krishnamoorthy 
was entrusted with confi-
dential, market-moving in-
formation by his employer 
and he misused it for per-
sonal gain,” said Andrew M. 
Calamari, Director of the 
SEC’s New York Regional 

Office.
was presented in Man-

hattan federal court before 
US Magistrate judge Kevin 
Nathaniel Fox on Tuesday.

Acting Manhattan US At-
torney Joon Kim said Krish-
namoorthy was charged 
with violating his duty to 
his company and trading 
on insider information.

“Avaneesh Krishnamoor-
thy allegedly exploited 
his access to information 
about a pending acquisi-
tion to purchase stock and 
options, making tens of 
thousands of dollars in il-
legal profit for himself,” 
she said. This was the first 
criminal insider trading 
case filed by Kim, who in 
March succeeded Indian-
American Preet Bharara, 
who was fired by new Presi-
dent Donald Trump as part 
of his administration re-
shuffling.

Indian-American man charged 
with insider trading

Mumbai, April 26 (IANS) Posi-
tive global cues and optimism 
over the upcoming quarterly 
earning results pushed the Indian 
equity markets to new closing 
highs on Wednesday.

Besides, the NSE Nifty touched 
a new record high level of 9,367 
points intra-day trade. The BSE 
Sensex also effected a new record 
high of 30,167 points during intra-
day trade.

Apart from positive global cues, 
appreciation in the rupee sup-
ported the rally in equity markets.

The wider 51-scrip Nifty of the 
National Stock Exchange (NSE) 
closed the day’s trade higher by 
45.25 points or 0.49 per cent at 
9,351.85 points -- a new closing 
high.

The barometer 30-scrip Sensi-
tive Index (Sensex) of the Bombay 
Stock Exchange, which opened 
at 30,030.20 points, closed trade 
at 30,133.35 points -- up 190.11 
points or 0.63 per cent from its 
previous close at 29,943.24 points.

The Sensex touched a high of 
30,167.09 points and a low of 
29,968.57 points during the intra-

day trade. The barometer’s previ-
ous record high stood at 30,024.74 
points which was reached on 
March 4, 2015.

In terms of the broader mar-
kets, the S&P BSE mid-cap index, 
however, closed lower by 0.12 per 
cent, while the small-cap index 
dipped by 0.63 per cent. “Mar-
kets rallied further on Wednesday 
with the Nifty and Sensex clos-
ing at new highs. It was the third 
consecutive session of gains for 
the Nifty,” Deepak Jasani, Head - 
Retail Research, HDFC Securities, 
told IANS. “The session was filled 
with volatility as key benchmark 
indices sharply pared gains in 
mid-afternoon trade after hitting 
fresh intra-day high earlier in the 
day and later recovering again to-
wards the close.” Jasani observed 
that major Asian markets have 
ended on a positive note, whereas 
European indices like FTSE 100 
and DAX traded lower. Accord-
ing to Anand James, Chief Market 
Strategist of Geojit Financial Ser-
vices, global positivity helped the 
rally to sustain early in the day, 
though derivatives expiry led to 

volatility which prompted long 
liquidation in the closing hour.  
“Niti Aayog’s stress on the need 
for lower land prices for afford-
able housing may have put pres-

sure on realty, while RBI favour-
ing more consolidation of PSBs 
helped BankNifty to continue its 
outperformance over benchmark 
index,” James explained.

Sensex, Nifty touch new 
record highs

Apple plans to use micro-LED 
in 2017 Apple Watch 3

Kochi, April 26 (IANS) The Ko-
chi-headquartered Central Ma-
rine Fisheries Research Institute 
(CMFRI) successfully developed the 
seed production technology of a 
food fish, a marine ornamental fish 
and a marine ornamental shrimp 
which has huge commercial value 
in the export market.

It took the scientists two years to 
develop these at the Thiruvanan-
thapuram-based Research Centre 
of the CMFRI at Vizhinjam, using 
the Recirculating Aquaculture Sys-
tem (RAS) facility.

A scientific team led by M.K. 
Anil, scientist-in-charge of Vizhin-
jam Research Centre of CMFRI, 
developed the breeding technol-
ogy which is expected to boost the 
mariculture industry and seafood 
exports.

The high valued food fish (Leth-
rinus lentjan) has superior flesh 
qualities that attains a growth of up 
to 2 kg and fetches Rs 400 to 600 per 
kg in the domestic market.

According to Anil, in the wake of 
dwindling catch of the species, the 

breeding technology will help the 
country boost the production of the 
species through mariculture activi-
ties such as cage fish farming.

Marcia’s anthias (Pseudanthias 
Marcia), a high value marine or-
namental fish, is the second fish 
variety for which seed production 
technology has been developed at 
the research centre.

“This species is one of the most 
expensive reef fishes traded in the 
marine aquarium export market 
and fetches around $30 per fish in 
international market”, said Anil, 
adding that standardisation of lar-
val rearing protocol of this species 
was also developed successfully.
The high valued food fish (Leth-
rinus lentjan) has superior flesh 
qualities that attains a growth of up 
to 2 kg and fetches Rs 400 to 600 per 
kg in the domestic market.

The ornamental shrimp, also 
known as ‘Camel Shrimp’, grows 
up to 4-5 cm in length and fetches 
$10-12 in the international market, 
while it is sold at Rs 500-700 per 
piece in the local market.

CMFRI develops seed 
production technology of high 

value species

Islamabad, April 26 (IANS) China has 
increased its economic pull in Pakistan 
over the past year, providing over $1.2 
billion in loans to help the country 
stave off a possible currency crisis.

State-backed Chinese banks have 
come to Pakistan’s rescue twice already 
-- a $900 million loan in 2016 and $300 
million in 2017, Samaa TV quoted of-
ficials as saying. China’s financial help 
shows the risky and unstable stocks of 
Pakistan’s foreign currency that have 
been depleted in recent months as im-
ports have increased while exports and 
inbound remittances have fallen. It 
also demonstrates Beijing and Islam-
abad’s close partnership as relations 
between Pakistan and the US dipped. 
Beijing’s investment in Pakistan under 
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
will reach $62 billion from $55 billion 
after China approved more projects in 
different sectors.

However, despite the expected 
benefits Pakistan will reap from the 

deal, CPEC infrastructure is poised to 
further deplete the foreign currency 
stocks, used to pay contractors and 
suppliers.

Figures from the State Bank of Paki-
stan revealed that the country’s net 
reserves dropped to $17.1 billion in 
February from $18.9 billion in Octo-
ber 2016 and $25 billion several years 
ago. According to the report, this has 
caused Pakistan to seek emergency 
loans from outside sources to pay off 
previous debts made in foreign curren-
cies. A brokerage house estimated that 
Pakistan is entitled to pay China up 
to $90 billion in three decades for the 
$50 billion worth of loan and invest-
ment portfolio Beijing rendered to the 
country. “Average annual repayment 
of CPEC will be $3 billion. [However, 
in medium term] between fiscal year 
2020-25, it will range between $2-$5.3 
billion with average repayment of $3.7 
billion,” Saad Hashemy, an analyst 
from Topline Securities, said.

China comes to Pakistan’s 
rescue with $1.2 bn loan

New Delhi, April 26 (IANS) In-
dia and Sri Lanka on Wednesday 
signed a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) on cooperation 
in economic projects following 
talks between Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and his visiting Sri 
Lankan counterpart Ranil Wick-
remesinghe here.

“Deepening economic collabo-
ration. India-Sri Lanka signed 
MoU on Cooperation in Econom-

ic Projects,” External Affairs Min-
istry spokesperson Gopal Baglay 
tweeted. 

In a separate tweet, Modi said 
that he held “comprehensive 
talks” with Wickremesinghe “on 
ways to strengthen India-Sri 
Lanka ties for the benefit of our 
citizens”.

Earlier in the day, External Af-
fairs Minister Sushma Swaraj 
called on the visiting dignitary.

India, Sri Lanka sign MoU on 
cooperation in economic projects

New Delhi, April 26 (IANS) Multiplex ma-
jor PVR Cinemas on Wednesday signed an 
agreement with IMAX Corporation to add 
five more IMAX theatres in India.

Through this rollout, PVR cinemas will 
reach a count of 10 IMAX screens in the 
country.

The new IMAX theatres, which are 
planned to be located in Delhi and other 
major metropolitan markets, are slated to 
begin opening this year, with all theatres ex-
pected to launch by the end of 2019, read a 
statement issued on Wednesday. 

“With IMAX anchoring our most impor-
tant locations, we look forward to further 
strengthening our presence in India by of-
fering our patrons the most technologically 
advanced movie going experience avail-
able,” said Ajay Bijli, Chairman and Manag-
ing Director, PVR Limited. 

Richard L. Gelfond, IMAX CEO, also said 
that they “trying to develop the Indian mar-
ket for 15 years”. 

“Our 26 theatres in India, signed or open, 
and our 10 signings in the last year show that 
India is becoming a very important market 
for us,” Gelfond said. 

PVR Cinemas to add 5 
more IMAX theatres 

in India

New Delhi, April 26 (IANS) Networking company Zyxel Communi-
cations on Wednesday introduced a premium virtual private network 
(VPN) firewall to offer businesses an end-to-end solution and manage 
secured communications between multiple sites and offices.

The “USG2200-VPN” is integrated with VPN concentrator technology 
to handle large quantities of VPN connections (up to 3,000 VPN tunnels) 
between branch offices, partner offices, telecommuters, BYODs in offices 
and employees on the move with an extra layer of data and network se-
curity. “As the businesses keep growing, network security needs to scale 
up and catch up the pace. This is where the USG2200-VPN comes in. It 
is the key to completing our end-to-end, multi-site security solution,” 
said Nathan Yen, AVP of Zyxel Commercial Gateway Business Center, in 
a statement. “USG2200-VPN” can also easily connect with a majority of 
devices in the workplace or at home without hassle, ensuring both busi-
ness mobility and communication security.

Zyxel launches VPN firewall 
to safeguard businesses
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Washout diminishes RCB’s playoff chance
BENGALURU  APRIL 26  (IANS) : On the 

heels of collapsing for the lowest total in IPL 
history, Royal Challengers Bangalore had 
to endure a washout at home, putting their 
hopes of making the playoffs in jeopardy.

They have only two wins from eight 
matches so far and might have to win each 
of their next six games to be among the top 
four on the points table. Should they pull 
off such a streak, they will have 17 points. 
Only four times in the IPL’s past nine years 
have teams got through to the final four 
with less than 16 points.

Sunrisers Hyderabad, on the other hand, are 
already at third place, might well have enjoyed 
having an extra night off during a tournament 
so hectic. The weather soured approximately 
an hour and a half before the toss and though 
it was only a drizzle for the most part, it 
was persistent. The umpires finally called 
the game off at 11 pm, which meant David 
Warner’s men continue searching for their 
first win away from home in 2017.

HIGHLIGHTS
Sindhu took just 31 minutes to outplay her unseeded 

opponent 21-8, 21-18. Saina went down fighting 21-19, 16-21, 
18-21 against Sayaka Sato. Mixed doubles pair of Pranaav 

Jerry Chopra and N Sikki Reddy also lost their match

KINGSTON   APRIL  26  (IANS) :  If you had glanced at the weather forecast 
for Kingston last Friday, you might have been forgiven for wondering if the 
city had any business hosting a Test match. There was rain expected across 
all five days, with dry spells in between. When Misbah-ul-Haq looked at it, he 
knew there was only one plausible path to victory, which his team achieved 
shortly after lunch on the fifth day.

PV Sindhu advances, Saina Nehwal loses 
in Badminton Asia Championships

NEW DELHI  APRIL  26  (IANS) :   
Indian shuttler PV Sindhu stormed into 
the second round at the Badminton Asia 
Championships with a straight-game victory 
over Indonesia’s Dinar Dyah Ayustine while 
Saina Nehwal suffered a defeat at the hands 
of unseeded Sayaka Sato of Japan.

In the men’s singles, Ajay Jayaram 
endured a tough battle to emerge victorious 
21-18, 18-21, 21-19 against the Chinese fifth 
seed Tian Houwei.

Sindhu, who won a bronze in the 2014 
Gimcheon edition, took just 31 minutes to 
outplay her unseeded opponent 21-8, 21-

18 in the first round match at the Wuhan 
Sports Center Gymnasium in Wuhan on 
Wednesday.

The seventh seed Saina, who had a 6-1 
record in head-to-head ties against Sato 
before this clash, went down fighting 21-19, 
16-21, 18-21 in a match that lasted one hour 
and eight minutes.

The fourth seeded Sindhu has continued 
her good performance since winning the 
silver medal at Rio Olympics last year. She 
had clinched the Syed Modi Grand Prix Gold 
in January this year before annexing the 
India Super Series title early this month.

Sindhu then reached the quarter-finals 
at the Singapore Open, where she lost to 
Olympic champion Carolina Marin.

2015 Swiss Open champion H S Prannoy 
also lost a gruelling battle against eighth 

seeded Ng Ka Long Angus, going down 16-
21, 21-13, 19-21 to the Hong Kong player.

The mixed doubles pair of Pranaav Jerry 
Chopra and N Sikki Reddy put up a brave 
fight before losing 15-21, 21-14, 16-21 
against Chinese top seeds Zheng Siwei and 
Chen Qingchen in the opening round.

Ashwini Ponnappa and Sikki’s campaign 
came to an end in the women’s doubles 
category as they lost 20-22, 16-21 against 
South Koreans Chae Yoo Jung and Kim So 
Yeong. The men’s doubles pair of Manu 
Attri and B Sumeeth Reddy also failed to 
progress after Chinese fifth seeded combine 
of Fu Haifeng and Zhang Nan registered 21-
9, 21-18 victory.

Misbah thanks team for 
‘special gift’

Serena Williams 
to be back on the 
court after baby
VANCOUVER APRIL  26  (IANS) :  

Superstar athlete Serena Williams late 
Tuesday promised she would be back on 
the court after becoming a mom, with 
her baby hopefully cheering her on.

Williams spoke playfully and candidly 
about family, competition, and her 
accidently unveiled pregnancy during an 
on-stage chat with journalist Gayle King 
at the TED Conference in Vancouver.

Williams said she had made a practice 
of taking a photo of herself each week, to 
document the progress of her pregnancy, 
when she accidentally posted a picture 
of herself in a swimsuit on social media. 
She had shared the news with only a few 
people until the now widely seen image.

“You know how social media is; you 
press the wrong button and there it is,” 
Williams said with a laugh.

“I had been so good about it and 
this one time I slipped.” Williams said 
she learned she was pregnant just 
two days before the Australian Open, 
which she went on to win. She told of 
being nervous about playing, uncertain 
whether it would be too dangerous for 
her or the baby.

Williams said she played differently, 
shutting out fatigue and stress. Everyone 
expected her to win the tournament, 
and few knew she was a mom-to-be.

“I had to take any negative emotions, 
bottle them up and figure out what the 
next step was,” Williams said.

She won her record-setting 23rd 
Grand Slam title at the Australian Open 
in January -- where she beat her elder 
sister Venus in the final.

“Playing Venus is like playing myself; she 
is my toughest opponent,” Williams said. 
“On the court, we are mortal enemies, but 
the moment we shake hands we are best 
friends again. It might be a day later for me 
if I lose.” In champion form, she admitted 
to loathing losing and loving victory. But, 
if you do lose, learn from it and improve 
don’t make the same mistakes in the 
future, she advised.

Virat Kohli's team has just two wins in eight games, after RCB's match 
against Sunrisers Hyderabad was abandoned in Bengaluru

Harika plays out draw against Mustafa at Reykjavik Open
REYKJAVIK  APRIL  26  (IANS) :    Indian 

Grand Master Harika Dronavalli eked out 
a hard-fought draw against higher-rated 
Mustafa Yilmaz of Turkey in round eight of 
the Rejkjavik Open chess tournament here.

Harika, who had a glorious opportunity 
to break into the top five in the points 
table could not breach the Turkish Grand 
Master's defence and with time running out 
both the players decided to call it a day and 

share the spoils. "It was a very complicated 
game from the beginning. Even though I got 
into good positions, I took a lot more time 
than Mustafa and was down on time from 
the early stages," Harika said.

“I had managed to get into position with 
my pawn up at the end but left my king a 
little open. I offered a draw even though I 
was in a better position and my opponent 
agreed. I have no regrets as I played an 

interesting game,” she added. At the end of 
day’s play, the World No. 11 Indian has now 
five wins, two draws and a loss to her credit.

With a total of six points from a possible 
eight points, she is now sitting on 15th on 
the leaderboard and is just half point adrift 
from the table topper.

She will now take on the Dutch Grand 
Master Erwin L’Ami in her next round 
encounter.

AIBA withdraws support to Amir 
Khan's pro-league in India

The Super Boxing League is set to roll out from July 7 to
 August 12 this year.Former world champion and Olympic medallist Amir 
Khan will be the face of the league in India. It will feature eight franchises 
and each team will comprise six players (five men and one woman with 

six back-up players per team).

NEW DELHI  APRIL  26  
(IANS) : The International 
Boxing Association (AIBA) on 
Monday withdrew its support to 
the Amir Khan-promoted Super 
Boxing League in India after the 
event failed to get the national 
federation's backing.

The Super Boxing League 
(SBL) is set to roll out from July 
7 to August 12 this year. It will 
feature eight franchises and each 
team will comprise six players 
(five men and one woman with 
six back-up players per team).

The competition will be in six 
different weight categories with 

bouts of four rounds of three 
minutes each. SBL had claimed 

association with AIBA Pro Boxing 
(APB), stating that the technical 

officials were to be provided 
by it. However, the world body 
backed out despite “positive 
preliminary discussions” after 
the Boxing Federation of India 
refused to allow its boxers in the 
event.

“...the prerequisite from the 
start was that these plans needed 
to be in synergy with our trusted 
partner on site, the national 
federation, Boxing Federation of 
India and it’s president Mr (Ajay) 
Singh,” an AIBA spokesperson 
told PTI.

“We understand that this is 
not the case following valuable 
feedback from BFI and therefore 
AIBA will not be pursuing 
this opportunity any further. 
AIBA would like to wish Mr 
Bill Dosanjh (the event’s India 
partner) well for his project in 
the future,” it added.

Former world champion and 
Olympic medallist Amir Khan 
will be the face of the league in 
India and would be significantly 
involved in its running.

Shot putter 
Manpreet 

wins gold at 
Asian Grand 

Prix, qualifies 
for World 

Championships

JINHUA (CHINA) APRIL  26  
(IANS) : Indian shot putter 
Manpreet Kaur on Monday 
clinched a gold in the first leg of 
the Asian Grand Prix Athletics 
Meet with a national record and 
world season-leading effort.

Manpreet came up with a best 
throw of 18.86m in the season-
opening international event for 
the Indians, which was nearly 
one meter more than her earlier 
national record of 17.96m that 

she had set in 2015. The 26-year-
old from Punjab began with a 
modest 16.69m and then tossed 
the iron ball to 18.03m in her 
third round before achieving the 
big one in the fourth throw.

Though it is very early days 
in the international season but 
Manpreet's 18.86m is the leading 
mark so far in the world. With 
this performance, Manpreet 
also qualified for the IAAF World 
Championships to be held in 

August in London. The entry 
standard for women's shot put 
in the World Championships 
stands at 17.75m.

Bian Song of China finished 
at a distant second with 17.96m. 
India ended the one-day event 
with seven medals (1 gold, 4 
silver, 2 bronze).

Neeraj Chopra (men’s 
javelin), Tintu Luka (women’s 
800m), Neena Varakil (women’s 
long jump) and Jinson Johnson 

(men’s 800m) won a silver each 
while Dutee Chand (women’s 
100m) and Om Prakash Karhana 
(men’s shot put) bagged a 
bronze each.

It was a disappointment for 
junior world record holder 
Chopra as he had to settle for 
a silver with a modest effort 
of 82.11m. He had thrown the 
discus to a distance of 86.48m to 
win the gold in the Junior World 
Championships last year.

With this performance, 
Manpreet also qualified for the 

IAAF World Championships 
to be held in August. India 

ended the one-day event with 
seven medals
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So this morning we EXCLUSIVE-
LY reported to you how Malaika 
Arora will be stepping into Son-
akshi Sinha’s shoes as the judge 
of Nach Baliye 8 for the next few 
episodes. The replacement has 
happened due to Sonakshi’s choc-
a-bloc schedule with back-to-back 
concerts – first with Salman Khan’s 
Da-Bangg tour and now with 
Hrithik Roshan in South Africa. 
While this nowhere confirms Son-
akshi has gone off the show forev-
er. Malaika seems to have already 
ensured she spices it up until the 
time she’s there on Nach Baliye 8. 
Yes, one look at the above pictures 
and you will exactly know what we 
are trying to say. Also read: Arjun 
Kapoor and Malaika Arora Khan 
party under the same roof – View 
pics

Wearing an off shoulder golden 
dress, Malaika was spotted shoot-
ing for the next episode of Nach 
Baliye 8 this afternoon and we 
might as well add, she looked like a 
sex bomb. We love how she’s own-
ing the show already. But what’s 
interesting is how Sonakshi and 
ex boyfriend Arjun Kapoor ended 
up steering clear of each other and 
instead ended up posing with Ma-
laika at the promotions of his up-
coming film Half Girlfriend with 
Shraddha Kapoor. I mean, you nev-
er know! What if this is all strategi-
cally planned to avoid Sonakshi? 
No exes, no awkwardness? Okay, 
before you start cribbing why we 

are completely ignoring Shraddha 
from the frame, let’s not forget 
how sexy she’s looking in those 
thigh-high black boots. We kinda 
love the messy hair and that rock-
chic look! How about you? Here, 
check out all the pictures below 
and tell us what are your expecta-
tions from Malaika’s first episode 
of Nach Baliye 8… This isn’t Ma-
laika’s debut on Nach Baliye. She 
was one of the first judges of Nach 
Baliye, before taking over other re-
ality shows like Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa 
and India’s Got Talent. So we’re 
sure this comeback on Nach Baliye 
is certainly going to win a lot of 
hearts; especially given the fact 
Malaika has been missing from the 

small screen for quite some time 
now. How excited are you for this 
episode? Drop your thoughts in 
the comments and keep watching 
this space for more. his isn’t Ma-
laika’s debut on Nach Baliye. She 
was one of the first judges of Nach 
Baliye, before taking over other re-
ality shows like Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa 
and India’s Got Talent. So we’re 
sure this comeback on Nach Baliye 
is certainly going to win a lot of 
hearts; especially given the fact 
Malaika has been missing from the 
small screen for quite some time 
now. How excited are you for this 
episode? Drop your thoughts in 
the comments and keep watching 
this space for more.

Salman Khan is a sweetheart that way. I 
mean, every now and then he does these 
little things to make people happy, irre-
spective of whether they are his family, 
friends, co-stars or fans. Take for instance 
his special gesture for his Tubelight co-star 
Zhu Zhu. Although we haven’t got to see 
much of Salman with this Chinese co-star 
as yet but our sources EXCLUSIVELY re-
veal to us how Salman recently gifted her 
a puppy, as a token of love. Yes..Also read: 
Kabir Khan on Salman Khan’s Tubelight 
heroine Zhu Zhu: She is the heart of the 
film; people will love her

Turns out Salman, despite being busy 
with his many other commitments includ-
ing his ongoing shoot for Tiger Zinda Hai, 
is constantly keeping in touch with Zhu 
Zhu through messages. In fact, don’t be 
surprised if you also get to see a surprise 
treat on Zhu Zhu’s Instagram account in 
the next few days. But talking about the 
puppy love, we’re glad how Salman is ex-
changing love through animals. If you re-
member, Salman had similarly also gifted 

a pony to his girlfriend Iulia Vantur a few 
months back. Or for that matter, he him-
self owns quite a few dogs and holds this 
beautiful belief of animals being more lov-
ing than humans.

f the film; people will love her
Turns out Salman, despite being busy 

with his many other commitments includ-
ing his ongoing shoot for Tiger Zinda Hai, 

is constantly keeping in touch with Zhu 
Zhu through messages. In fact, don’t be 
surprised if you also get to see a surprise 
treat on Zhu Zhu’s Instagram account in 
the next few days. But talking about the 
puppy love, we’re glad how Salman is ex-
changing love through animals. If you re-
member, Salman had similarly also gifted 
a pony to his girlfriend Iulia Vantur a few 
months back.Nevertheless, now that we 
know Salman shares quite a bond with his 
Tubelight co-star Zhu Zhu, be rest assured 
that their chemistry is certainly going to 
be one of a kind in this film which is set 
against the backdrop of Indo-China war. 
The last we got to see Salman and Zhu Zhu 
together was during their Ladakh sched-
ule back in December last year. While the 
teaser of Tubelight is expected to come out 
in this coming week. What are your expec-
tations from the film? Do you think Salman 
will set an all new benchmark with this 
Kabir Khan film? Tell us in the comments 
below and keep watching this space for 
more updates.

Are you an animal lov-
er? If yes, you’d definitely 
want to steal Priyanka 
Chopra’s birdie jacket! 
The diva has finally kick-
started Baywatch promo-
tions in India and her first 
place of promotion was 
the Facebook office. For 
her visit, the actress chose 
a very minimal look, in 
terms of clothes as well as 
make-up. Basically, it is 
a lazy girl’s fix to looking 
prim and proper. The diva 
opted for a simple straight 
black birdie jacket, a black 
camisole and denims to 
match. Priyanka tied her 
hair in a messy bun and 
while it looked really good 
on her, we wonder if it fit 
the look right. Perhaps 
she tried to match two 
looks – formals and casu-
als. That didn’t work well 
with us. But individually, 
both the hair and ensem-
ble are spot on. Doesn’t 
she look pretty?

Now let’s talk about the 
birdie jacket. How many 
of you like it? Because we 
certainly do. It has cute 
sparrows patched across 

the blazer. Somehow, it 
gives a very ‘cute’ feel 
when you see it. 

That’s the first thing 
that crossed our minds. 
The best part is, this blaz-

er can be teamed with any 
ensemble and it’ll still 
look good. Plus, another 
good thing about this 
jacket is that it has birds 
on it. 

Salman Khan gifts something SPECIAL to his 
Tubelight co-star Zhu Zhu as a token of love

You would definitely want to steal
 Priyanka Chopra’s birdie jacket

Shraddha Kapoor will be playing Saina 
Nehwal, in the ace badminton player’s bi-
opic! This is the second biopic that Shrad-
dha has signed and it just goes on to prove 
that the actress is done playing the quintes-
sential girl-next-door. We will be seeing her 
do more meaty roles and Saina’s biopic is 
one of them. The actress took to Twitter to 
share her joy over bagging the role. In a se-
ries of tweets, the Shraddha wrote, “SAINA 
NEHWAL – The former World no 1 badmin-
ton player. An Indian girl. An inspiration to 
millions. A youth icon in the truest sense. 
@NSaina . Her journey to the top has been 
fascinating & I am honored to be given this 
opportunity to play her in my next film 
‘SAINA’. The preparation for this film is go-
ing to be very, very challenging. It’s prob-
ably going to be my most difficult film till 
date. Wish me luck everyone.”

Initially, the role was supposed to go to 

Deepika Padukone for obvious reasons. 
Apart from the leggy lass having a back-
ground in the said sport, Saina herself 
wanted DP to play the role! “Her (Deepi-
ka’s) father has been a badminton player 
and I have seen her playing badminton. 
She used to play really good. She can do 
justice to the role and I really wish she can 
do the role,” she had said. However, when 
she heard about Shraddha bagging the 
film, Nehwal was equally excited as she 

told a leading daily, “Whoa! That’s news 
to me… I was aware of the film, yes. But I 
didn’t know about this casting. It’s great if 
Shraddha is playing me, because she is a 
very talented actress and very hardworking! 
I am sure she will do justice to the role. The 
best part is, she is a good friend as well. So 
it will be easier to teach her some badmin-
ton (laughs). A lot of people tell me that we 
look similar and I think that’s a huge com-
pliment, cause Shraddha is very beautiful.” 
Her (Deepika’s) father has been a badmin-
ton player and I have seen her playing bad-
minton. She used to play really good. She 
can do justice to the role and I really wish 
she can do the role,” she had said. However, 
when she heard about Shraddha bagging 
the film, Nehwal was equally excited as she 
told a leading daily, “Whoa! That’s news to 
me… I was aware of the film, yes.

Initially, the role was supposed to go to 
Deepika Padukone for obvious reasons. 
Apart from the leggy lass having a back-
ground in the said sport, Saina herself 
wanted DP to play the role! Well, it is clear 
that Miss Kapoor is game for some strong 
and meaty roles after delivering a string of 
hits in the romance genre. We’ll soon be 
seeing her in Haseena Parker’s biopic, di-
rected by Apoorv Lakhia. The film is slated 
for a July release. With so many interesting 
projects in hand, Shraddha surely is going 
through a serious image makeover! Agreed? 
You can tell us your thoughts in the com-
ments box below.

Sachin Tendulkar made Nakuul Mehta emotional 
by sending him something after 3 long years!

We are sure that Ishqbaaz actor Nakuul 
Mehta is very emotional now. And we are 
sure many of his friends are also scream-
ing Parrrrrrrty! In case, you are wondering 
if the actor has won an another award this 
year or is it some other good news, don’t 
strain your grey cells. Nakuul Mehta got a 
bat signed by none other than the God of 

cricket, Sachin Tendulkar. Yes, Nakuul like 
millions of Indian kids has grown up idolis-
ing the Indian batting maestro. On the oc-
casion of his farewell test that was played 
three years ago, Nakuul has sent the legend 
a bat with a message. It was a fan gift like 
he gets from all ShiVika lovers now! To-
day, the cricketer who celebrated his 24th 
birthday on Monday returned an acknowl-
edgment for Nakuul with a signature. And 
the Ishqbaaz actor is truly over the moon. 
(Also Read: Ishqbaaz 25 April 2017, Written 
Update of Full Episode: Pinky manages to 
create confusion in Shivaay’s mind regard-
ing Anika)

Nakuul wrote an emotional post on his 
Insta account saying how this gift mattered 
the world to him. He expressed how his 
friends and he were in tears after watching 
Sachin Tendulkar play his last test (200th) 
at Mumbai’s Wankhede Stadium. He is 
also a GOD fanatic you see! In the bat that 
Nakuul sent Sachin, he wrote that he was 
lucky to be born in the era.
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Shraddha Kapoor on 
playing Saina Nehwal: 

I am honoured to be 
given this opportu-

nity to play her in my 
next film

First pics out! Malaika Arora makes a stunning 
comeback on Nach Baliye 8 with Arjun Kapoor

Sony TV’s popular show Kuch 
Rang Pyar Ke Aise Bhi‘s lead ac-
tress Erica Fernandes, popularly 
known as Sonakshi, took to twit-
ter and lashed out on some fans 
for sending her ‘negative’ messag-
es about Shaheer Sheikh‘s work 
ethics. Seems like some of the 
show’s die hard fans, who were 
disappointed with Dev (Shaheer 
Sheikh’s character in the show) 
not having many scenes in the 
show these days, assumed that 

the actor is holidaying. Defend-
ing her co-actor, Erica wrote that 
he is one of the most responsible 
human beings she knows. He is 
dedicated towards his work and 
is juggling between his work in 
Indonesia and India, she cleared. 
She further added that actors are 
human beings,too, and they total-
ly deserve a break, if they decide 
to take one. Recently there were 
reports about Shaheer and Erica 
having a fall out. 

Erica Fernandes lashes out at
 fans for questioning Shaheer 

Sheikh’s work ethics

Sagarika Ghatge has finally re-
vealed her wedding plans with Za-
heer Khan! The cricketer popped 
the question right during the IPL 
season. Who would’ve expected 
that? Definitely not his girlfriend 
Sagarika. Well, we’re super happy 
for the couple and we’re dying to 
know more about their wedding 
plans. Luckily the Chak De! In-
dia actress has spilled the beans 
regarding the same. In an inter-
view with Bombay Times, the 
diva revealed, “We will throw an 
engagement party after the (IPL) 
tournament ends. As far as the 
wedding is concerned, I’ll sit with 
my parents and figure out a date. 
These days, all the good venues get booked in advance. So, once 

we get the venue, we’ll decide on 
the date. There’s no special date 
in our minds as such.” Well, it is 
a crucial time right now and we 
doubt Zaheer will have time to 
discuss wedding plans in detail 
with his bae.

Ask about apartment hunt-
ing and Sagarika states that they 
won’t be looking for one because 
the cricketer already has a plush 
house in Mumbai. She said, “Zak 
already has a pretty house in 
Mumbai, and I don’t think we 
need another one right now. But 
if the need arises later, we will go 
ahead.” So far so good, don’t you 
think? Well, this new development 
in their relationship was quite a 
surprise, not just for us but even 
Ghatge. She was pleasantly taken 
aback by the gesture. Little did we 
know that Zaheer was such a ro-
mantic at heart!

Sagarika Ghatge-Zaheer Khan
 wedding: Find out what the bride 

has planned for their big day


