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Bangladesh: 3 killed, 31 injured as 
commandos storm militants’ den

Assam CM meets 
Rajnath, discusses 

security issues

Jammu, March 26 (IANS) Two of the three 
persons who snatched an AK-47 rifle from a 
policeman here have been arrested, police 
said on Sunday.

“The third person is still at large with the stolen 
weapon but will be arrested soon,” Inspector Gen-
eral of Police S.D. Singh Jamwal told IANS. The 
two, from the Kashmir Valley, were arrested after 
the Saturday incident, Jamwal said. He did not say 
if the incident was connected with militancy.

The three snatched the rifle from policeman Mu-
hammad Hanief near the Tawi Bridge. Hanief was 
the security guard of Maulana Dehlavi, Chairman 
of Anjuman-e-Minhaj-e-Rasool, a religious organ-
isation. The Islamic cleric is visiting Jammu. The 
policeman was returning to the district police lines 
after dropping Dehlavi at the state guest house here 
when he was attacked and his AK-47 snatched.

Patna, March 26 (IANS) BJP MP Subrama-
nian Swamy on Sunday urged Muslims to 
hand over their part of the land in Ayodhya to 
help the construction of a grand Ram temple 
there.

“We will provide them land at another 
place for the construction of a mosque. It will 
strengthen the relationship between Hindus 
and Muslims,” he said at an event here.

Swamy insisted that a grand Ram temple 
would be constructed at Ayodhya, where a 
mob razed the 16th century Babri Masjid in 
December 1992.

He also claimed that both former Prime 
Ministers Rajiv Gandhi and P.V. Narasimha 
Rao wanted a Ram temple to come up at 
Ayodhya.

The construction of a Ram temple was a 
matter of faith for Hindus and the communi-
ty had every right to build it without further 
delay, he added.

Two held for snatching rifle 
from policeman 

Allow us to build Ram temple, 
Swamy tells Muslims
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Congress, BJP reacted 
similarly before 2015 

assembly polls: Sisodia

Hizbul commander killed 
in J&K shootout 

Teenager gangraped on Facebook 
Live relocated to safe place 

Kejriwal is 1st Delhi 
CM on trial for 

criminal defamation

Old explosives destroyed in MP 
ordnance factory: Official

New Delhi, March 26 (IANS) 
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia on Sunday 
said the Congress and BJP 
reactions now to AAP’s as-
surance to end house tax in 
Delhi are similar when his 
party promised free water and 
cheap electricity before the 
2015 assembly polls.

“Before the assembly elec-
tions, they said it is not legal-
ly possible to reduce electric-
ity tariff. They said the Delhi 
Jal Board will go broke if we 
gave away free water. Now 
they are saying the same 
thing about doing away with 
the house tax,” Sisodia told 
reporters here.

He said just like the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) fulfilled 
most of its poll promises, in-
cluding slashing electricity tar-
iff by half and providing free 
water to every household, after 
winning 67 of the 70 assembly 

seats in February 2015 polls, 
it would abolish tax on resi-
dential property if it came to 
power in the three municipal 
corporations. The elections to 
272 wards in three Municipal 
Corporations are slated to be 
held on April 23.

“(Delhi Chief Minister Ar-
vind) Kejriwal-ji made the 
announcement only after de-
tailed analysis. While the BJP 
backtracks from its promises 
and forgets about them after 
elections, we have either al-
ready fulfilled our promises or 
are working to fulfil them,” the 
Aam Aadmi Party leader said.

Sisodia said the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and the 
Congress were worried about 
the move as they were running 
a tax collection racket and 
would lose out on commis-
sions if the AAP implemented 
the move, “which will benefit 
lakhs of people”. 

New York, March 26 
(IANS) A 15-year-old 
girl whose gangrape was 
streamed live on Face-
book, and her family have 
been relocated to a “safe 
space”, a media report 
said.

After the video of the 
attack was published, the 
authorities offered reloca-
tion services to the victim 
and her family as they 
started receiving threats 
and were being harassed, 
the Chicago Sun-Times re-
ported on Saturday.

On Monday, five to six 
men allegedly gangraped a 

teenager and streamed the 
assault live on Facebook. 
What was more horrify-
ing was that the 40 people 
who watched the video did 
nothing -- not even call the 
police.

The incident came to the 
attention of the police on 
Monday night, when the 
girl’s mother approached 
the head of Chicago Police 
and registered a “missing” 
report. She said the girl 
disappeared on Sunday 
from the Lawndale neigh-
bourhood. 

The woman also showed 
to the Chicago Police head 

the screen shots of the vid-
eo of the assault.  On Tues-
day, the girl was found and 
reunited with her mother. 
Chicago Police spokesman 
Anthony Guglielmi said 
the girl was found by Og-
den District police officers.

The girl’s mother said 
that since the attack, peo-
ple have threatened on 
Facebook that “they are 
going to get her” daughter.

She also said that neigh-
bourhood children have 
been laughing about the 
incident and ringing the 
family’s doorbell looking 
for the girl. 

Srinagar, March 26 (IANS) A want-
ed commander of the Hizbul Muja-
hideen was among the two militants 
shot dead in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Pulwama district after a brief gun-
fight on Sunday, police said. “The 
militants, travelling in a vehicle, were 
challenged at a ‘naka’ (checkpost) set 

up by security forces in Padgampora 
area of Pulwama, but instead of giv-
ing themselves up, started firing at 
the security personnel triggering a 
brief gunfight in which both were 
killed,” a police officer said here. 
“The two slain militants have been 
identified as Rayees Kachroo of Raj-

pora in Pulwama and Farooq Hurra 
of Nazneenpora in Shopian district. 
Kachroo was on top of the security 
forces’ wanted list of militants oper-
ating in south Kashmir areas.

“He was wanted in connection 
with attacks on security forces. His 
killing is a major setback to mili-
tancy in south Kashmir,” the offi-
cer said. Security forces had set up 
the checkpost in Padgampora area 
following information about the 
movement of militants.

NEW DELHI, March 26 (IANS)  
Arvind Kejriwal will stand trial in 
a criminal defamation case+ filed 
by Union minister Arun Jaitley. 
Kejriwal becomes the first CM in 
Delhi’s history to face criminal 
defamation charges. A Delhi court 
on Saturday put the CM on trial in 
a hearing marked by chaos and al-
leged “death threats.”

Soon after proceedings began, 
AAP lawyers protested against 
chief metropolitan magistrate 
(CMM) Sumit Dass granting Jaitley 
exemption from personal appear-
ance. Magistrate Dass framed the 
notice against Kejriwal who was 
present in court with party col-
leagues Ashutosh, Kumar Vishwas, 
Sanjay Singh, Raghav Chaddha 
and Deepak Bajpai. They pleaded 
not guilty and preferred trial in the 
Delhi and District Cricket Associa-
tion (DDCA) defamation case.

 The defence counsels sought ei-
ther acquittal of the AAP leaders or 

an adjournment on the ground of 
Jaitley’s non-appearance. Magis-
trate Dass rejected the plea and said 
there’s no requirement in law for a 
complainant to be personally pres-
ent at the stage of framing of no-
tice. He reminded the CM and his 
AAP colleagues that the court had 
fixed Saturday as the date to frame 
notice, adding that there is no jus-
tification for an adjournment. AAP 
functionary Deepak Bajpai sought 
exemption from personal appear-
ance because of prior commit-
ments, which the court allowed.

Jabalpur, March 26 
(IANS) A series of explo-
sions at the ordanance 
factory at Khamaria here 
destroyed only old stored 
explosives and ammu-
nition, a senior official 
said on Sunday. Only the 
magazine building was 
damaged in the blasts 
that occurred on Saturday 
evening while the other 
buildings in the complex 

were unaffected, Senior 
General Manager A.K. Ag-
garwal told the media here. 
The explosions began at 
6.25 p.m. and continued 
for around 45 minutes, 
damaging the magazine 
building -- where old RCL 
1,067 or explosives and 
other ammunition are 
stored, said Aggarwal who 
on Sunday inspected the 
damaged portion of the 

ordnance factory. Earlier, 
Defence Ministry sources 
said the fire that broke out 
due to explosions at the 
ordnance factory in Mad-
hya Pradesh did not affect 
India’s defence inventory. 
Jabalpur District Magis-
trate M.C. Chaudhary told 
IANS that the fire broke 
out in the F-3 section of the 
factory due to series of ex-
plosions caused by bombs. 

Authorities said no one 
was injured in the incident. 

As many as 19 persons 
were killed in a massive fire at 
Pulgaon arms depot in Maha-
rashtra on May 31, 2016, and 
17 others were injured.  While 
the Pulgaon fire was blamed 
on faulty anti-tank mines, the 
reason for fire in Jabalpur fac-
tory would be known only af-
ter a probe is completed, the 
officials here said. 

New Delhi, March 26 (IANS) 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Sunday said India was marching 
from “Swaraj to Su-raj” and urged 
the 125 crore people to contribute 
towards creating a “New India”.

In his monthly radio address 
‘Mann Ki Baat’, Modi exhorted all 
Indians to fight black money and 
corruption by opting for digital 
payments than cash transactions.

Calling for continuing the war 
against corruption and black mon-
ey, Modi said India can see 2.5 
crore digital transactions within 
six months rather than wait for a 
year.

“Within two months of its 
launch, there had been 1.5 crore 
downloads of BHIM app, this is 
commendable...,” Modi said.

“If 125 crore citizens make a 
resolution, then we can achieve 
the target of 2.5 crore digital trans-
actions within six months and not 
wait for a year.” He added that after 
the November 8 demonetisation 

of Rs 1,000 and Rs 500 notes, there 
had been a huge increase in digital 
transactions. “Just make sure you 
submit school fee of your children, 
do railway or airline bookings and 
other transactions through the 
digital mode,” he said and enu-
merated government initiatives to 
promote digital payments. 

Modi also wished prosperity for 
Bangladesh on its Independence 
Day on March 26 and recalled 
the common memories of Nobel 
laureate Rabindra Nath Tagore 
shared by India and Bangladesh. 

He assured India’s commitment 
as a strong partner of Bangladesh 
and asserted the two nations will 

work shoulder to shoulder in en-
suring peace, security and prog-
ress. Modi, who earlier dubbed the 
March 11 assembly results in five 
states as the foundation for a “New 
India”, called upon citizens to be 
more responsible and contribute 
in their own ways towards real-
izing the dream of a transformed 
India by 2022 -- the 75th year of 
independence.

“New India is neither a govern-
ment project nor a manifesto of 
a political party. It is the joint call 
and desire of 125 crore Indians to 
transform India.

“Everything is not linked to the 
budget or government funds. If 
every citizen pledges to be more 
responsible, performs his du-
ties, then this dream of a new and 
transformed India can be easily re-
alised,” he said.

This was Modi’s first radio ad-
dress after the Bharatiya Janata 
Party took power in Uttar Pradesh 
and three other states.

Contribute to New India, 
PM Narendra Modi tells people
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KTR views 
“Katamarayudu”, 

appreciates Pawan

Hyderabad, March 26: IT & Industries Minister K 
Tarakarama Rao, found some time to watch Pawan 
Kalyan starrer “Katamarayudu” film on Sunday.  
Later, he appreciated the hero for his role and pro-
ducer Sharath Marar for the film for promoting 
handloom clothes in the film. The minister posted 
on twitter his photograph with the actor and com-
mented that the film is good and Pawan is really a 
winner. KT Ramarao also appreciated the film and 
greeted Pawan Kalyan for promoting the hand-
looms. KTR tweeted that the actor has done a good 
job and appreciated for subtle and strong promo-
tion of handlooms. He also suggested that the film 
team give more publicity for the promotion of 
handlooms. The minister also said they have got a 
brand ambassador like Pawan Kalyan for the pro-
motion of handlooms in the State. It may be said 
here that the minister has recently promised to 
promote handlooms in a big way as it will give fi-
nancial boost to the families relying on weaving for 
decades

BJP has ideology 
& follows it 

always: Laxman
Siddipet, March 26: Telangana State BJP presi-

dent Dr K Laxman today said his party is an ide-
ology-based party and always follows its ideolo-
gy. Stating that BJP does not have lust to capture 
power, Laxman alleged that his party workers 
were taken into custody when they wanted to ex-
press their protest peacefully against the uncon-
stitutional act of the State government. The rul-
ing party would meet the same fate like in Uttar 
Pradesh. BJP would strive for providing a demo-
cratic and Ramrajya governance. The BJP chief 
warned that his party would launch agitation 
like Telangana movement against wrong policies 
of the TRS government. He also alleged that the 
TRS government was playing vote bank politics 
by raising issue of religion-based reservation. 
Describing Prime Minister Narendra Modi as a 
“Brahmaastra” he said, “We have a Brahmaastra 
which is more powerful than a nuclear weapon.

Jagga plans to lay 
siege to Assembly

Hyderabad, March 26: Congress leader and 
former minister Jayaprakash Reddy has said 
the State government has totally failed to create 
employment opportunities for the graduates of 
AgricultureUniversity. Speaking to the media 
here on Sunday, Jagga Reddy said the Agriculture 
University graduates received no response even 
as they approached ministers and pleading with 
them to help issue a notification for jobs in the 
farm university. Surprisingly, ministers Harish 
Rao and Pocharam Srinivas Reddy washed off 
their hands saying they would bring their issue 
to the notice of the Chief Minister, Jagga Reddy 
said. Alleging that even ruling party members 
were not getting appointment of the Chief Minis-
ter, the former minister said the government was 
playing with the lives of 700 students.
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Hyderabad, March 26 
(IANS) E.S.L. Narasimhan, 
who is joint Governor for 
Telangana and Andhra 
Pradesh, on Sunday held 
a meeting with ministers 
and officials of the two 
Telugu states to sort out 
pending issues arising 
from bifurcation of Andhra 
Pradesh in 2014.

The meeting discussed 
the issues related to divi-
sion of employees and 
handing over of the build-
ings of Andhra Pradesh 
Secretariat in Hyderabad 
to Telangana. However, no 
decision was taken during 
the meeting.

Telangana government's 
Advisor G. Vivekanand told 
reporters after the meeting 

that they decided to hold 
another round of talks on 
April 17. Andhra Pradesh's 
Labour Minister K. Atchan 
Naidu said they discussed 
division of teachers, police 
personnel and employees 
of electricity department 
but did not come to a con-
clusion. On handing over 
the buildings of Andhra 
Pradesh Secretariat and 
legislature to Telangana, 
he said a decision in this 
regard would be taken after 
consultation with Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu.

The Labour Minister 
said two senior officials of 
electricity department had 
submitted their reports on 
sharing of electricity and a 

decision was expected in 
the next meeting. Andhra 
Pradesh was represented 
by Atchan Naidu, Finance 
Minister Y. Ramakrish-
nudu and Telugu Desam 

Party Chief Whip Kalva 
Srinivasulu, besides other 
senior officials.

Irrigation Minister Har-
ish Rao, Energy Minister 
Jagdish Reddy, Advisor G. 

Vivek and other officials 
represented Telangana.

This was the third in 
a series of meetings the 
Governor was holding 
with the ministers and 
officials of the two states 
since last month, to sort 
out all post-bifurcation 
issues. The two states had 
decided last month to sort 
out all issues with mu-
tual agreement instead of 
fighting in courts.

The two states have had 
differences over various is-
sues, including sharing of 
electricity and water and 
division of institutions 
listed in the 9th and 10th 
Schedules of the Andhra 
Pradesh Reorganisation 
Act and also the High 

Court here.
Several meetings held 

between the officials of the 
states over the past two-
and-half years failed to sort 
out issues. A group of em-
ployees from Telangana, 
who are discharging their 
duties from the Andhra 
Pradesh Secretariat in 
Amaravati, had submitted 
a memorandum on Satur-
day to Atchan Naidu that 
he should take initiative for 
sending them to the Telan-
gana Secretariat. 

In the representation, 
the employees mentioned 
that as many as 238 em-
ployees, having local status 
in Telangana, are working 
at the Andhra Pradesh Sec-
retariat.

Hyderabad, March.26: Union 
Minister for Labour & Employ-
ment Bandaru Dattatreya today 
launched 13 ESI mobile medical 
vehicles. He also asked the govern-
ment not to include other com-
munities in the BC list. He alleged 
that BC reservations were utilized 
politically earlier and the issue 
of Kapu reservation is matter of 
the State governments. Address-
ing the gathering later, Dattatraya 
said eight mobile medical vans 

are allotted toTelangana State and 
five to Andhra Pradesh. He said 
ESI medical facilities would be ex-
tended to Adilabad, Karimnagar, 
Warangal, Khammam, Nalgonda 
and Nizamabad districts in Telan-
gana. While five clinics would serve 
Chittoor, Prakasam, Srikakulam, 
Visakhapatnam, West Godavari, 
Nellore and Anantapur districts in 
Andhra Pradesh.  The Moble medi-
cal van scheme would be imple-
mented in other parts of the coun-

try, he said, adding that labourers 
working in the unorganised sector 
would be covered under ESI.

Each clinic will have a vehicle 
with a Doctor, pharmacist, at-
tendant, driver and the necessary 
equipment and medicines. The 
vehicle will visit two locations in a 
day for three hours each and con-
duct basic investigations. Each 
location will be covered twice a 
week, Dattatreya said. Dattatraya 
also said soon OBC Commission 
would be constituted. The Com-
mission would consider the issue 
of reservation in private sector. He 
also asked the government not to 
include other communities in the 
BC list. He alleged that BC reser-
vations were utilized politically 
earlier and the issue of Kapu res-
ervation is matter of the State gov-
ernments.

Hyderabad, March 26: TRS Gov-
ernment is showing discrimination 
on constituencies led by Congress 
and obstructing development, its 
MLA Vamshichand Reddy alleged on 
Sunday.  Speaking to reporters here 
he accused the TRS Government of 
showing partisan attitude towards 
the segments led by congress legisla-
tors and offering necessary permis-
sions to the TRS led constituencies. 
The Government denying permis-
sions to take up CC road works in my 
Kalwakurty constituency and stall-
ing development works he fumed. 
Though Chief Minister K Chan-

drasekhar Rao, Ministers KT Rama 
Rao and T Harish Rao announce that 
all segments will be developed with 

equal priority nothing has been done 
in that direction he said. 

The TRS Government should keep 
its promise of giving funds for de-
velopment of all the constituencies 
without seeing political affiliation 
for all-round development he sug-
gested. Else the people will revolt 
against the government partiality 
among the legislators he said. Vam-
shichand Reddy also said that the 
government should give permis-
sions to the works sought by this 
month. Else, I will take up protest 
program and its plan of action will 
be announced in April he added.

Water, power 
must for growth: 

Talasani

Hyderabad, March 26: Minster Talasani Srinivas 
Yadav today said one can live happily at any place 
where there are resources like water and power, 
which are key for growth. He said he realised on 
achieving statehood that Telangana can make rapid 
strides in every department.

 “Though I previously opposed statehood, later 
I realised that separate Telangana State can take 
up more welfare and developmental programs. 
Water and power are main sources to the mankind 
to live”, he said, adding that the TRS Government 
was implementing various schemes for people. 
“Ours is the first government to start BC Sub 
Plan”, he said, adding that 119 Gurukul Schools 
will be opened in the next academic year. The 
minister took objection to some political parties 
for resorting to stage protests on this issue, while 
Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao was seeking 
applications to resolve the issues, Srinivas Yadav 
said. The minister also said the government has so 
far filled 45,000 vacant posts as against one lakh as 
promised. KCR was determined to fill vacant posts 
and there was no need for panic among youth and 
educated people, he added.

Sarpanch killed 
in road accident

Medak Mar 26 : The Sarpanch of Venkatapur in Me-
dak mandal was killed in a road accident on Sunday 
morning after his car rammed a tree on the outskirts of 
Medak town, the police said. Death was instant for MD 
Fayaz, 40, who suffered multiple injuries.  The police 
said he was driving recklessly, which caused the mis-
hap. They registered a case.

Telangana, Andhra Governor holds 
meeting on post-bifurcation issues

Dattatraya said eight mobile 
medical vans are allotted 

toTelangana State and five 
to Andhra Pradesh. He said 
ESI medical facilities would 

be extended to Adilabad, 
Karimnagar, Warangal, 

Khammam, Nalgonda and 
Nizamabad districts in 

Telangana.

Minister of State for Labour and Employment Bandaru Dattatreya 
flagging off the ESIC Mobile clinics in Hyderabad on Sunday.

Govt discrimination on works: Cong

Dattatreya flags off 13 ESI 
mobile medical vans

Vijayawada, March 26 (IANS) 
TDP MP Kesineni Nani and MLA 
Bonda Uma on Sunday apolo-
gised to Andhra Pradesh State 
Transport Commissioner N. 
Bala Subramanyam for allegedly 
misbehaving with him.

This followed a threat by 
Transport Department employ-
ees to go on pen-down strike 
from Monday and the subse-
quent intervention by Chief 

Minister N. Chandrababu Nai-
du. Telugu Desam Party (TDP) 
MP Nani and legislator Bonda 
Uma assured the Subramanyam 
that such incident will not recur.

Earlier, they met Naidu and 
gave their version of the inci-
dent that took place at the com-
missioner's office Saturday. 
Subramanyam denied the alle-
gations and said every bus was 
paying taxes to the Transport 

Department and operating with 
permit. Naidu, also the TDP 
chief, said leaders of ruling party 
should be more cautious and 
should not give scope for any 
controversy. Transport officials 
Sunday held a media conference 
to demand that the Vijayawada 
MP and MLA tender an uncon-
ditional apology.

An official said Nani, who 
owns a bus transport company, 

tried to pressurise the Commis-
sioner to change a road accident 
report and when he refused to 
oblige, he along with his sup-
porters staged a protest. Nani 
and others entered into a verbal 
duel and obstructed the way of 
the Commissioner for about 
two hours. The MP alleged that 
due to the "corrupt" practices of 
transport officials, around 400 
private buses were operating 

across the state without permits. 
He sought immediate seizure of 
private buses operating with-
out permits. "Around 150 buses 
which belong to Orange Travels 
are operating in Vijayawada and 
around 400 buses are operat-
ing across the state. Owner of 
Orange travels, Sunil Reddy, is 
a 'benami' (proxy) of YSR Con-
gress chief Y.S. Jaganmohan 
Reddy.

TDP lawmakers apologise for 
misbehaving with official
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TSWDCET-2017:  
Last date extended to 

March 31
Hyderabad, March 26: TSWDCET-2017 conve-

nor has extended the last date for submission of 
online applications for Telangana Social Welfare 
Degree Colleges Entrance Test (TSWDCET-2017) 
for admission into Social Welfare Residential 
Degree Colleges for women in Telangana State 
for the academic year 2017-18.  The last date for 
submission of online applications is March 31. 
The date of entrance examination is April 16. 
The candidates are advised to visit TSWREI So-
ciety website: www.tswreis.telangana.gov.in for 
online applications and prospectus details.

Third leg of 
two-day-old infant 

removed
Hyderabad Mar 26 : The surgeons of Niloufer 

Hospital in Hyderabad successfully conducted 
a limb separation surgery on a two-day-old girl 
who was born with a third leg. According to the 
doctors, she was born with her parasitic twin’s 
legs protruding from her lower abdominal area. 
A parasitic twin is the smaller or less developed 
member of a pair of conjoined twins, in which 
the growth of one twin regresses or slows down. 
The well-developed twin is born with a few parts 
from the lesser developed twin attached to its 
body, paediatricians said. The rare surgery, which 
lasted more than three hours, was conducted in 
the newly operational paediatric surgery depart-
ment at Niloufer Hospital’s intensive care block. 
Doctors said in the coming years, the girl will 
need staged surgeries to correct a few deformi-
ties. “Our department in the new block is well 
equipped to take up such complicated surger-
ies. A similar surgery in a private hospital will be 
expensive and out of the common man’s reach,” 
said Dr K Ramesh Reddy, head of paediatric sur-
gery at the Hospital. Reddy led the surgical team. 
Other doctors who were part of the team included 
Dr Anil Balraj, Dr S Srinivas and Dr Lavanya. The 
anaesthesia for the two-day infant was handled 
by Dr Sunil and Dr Srinivas Reddy.

Over 1k shelterless in 
GHMC limits

Hyderabad Mar 26 : There are 1,474 home-
less persons in the Greater Hyderabad Munici-
pal Corporation (GHMC) limits, a survey by the 
civic body has revealed. The survey, which was 
as per instructions from the Supreme Court, was 
carried out near bus-shelters, major junctions, 
major hospitals etc. on March 23. The findings 
pegged the number of shelterless persons in the 
GHMC limits as 1,474 including 1,033 males, 
437 females and four persons with disabilities.  
The survey, part of the National Urban Liveli-
hood Mission, will help in providing permanent 
shelter equipped with essential services to the 
urban homeless in a phased manner under the 
Shelter for Urban Homeless scheme, GHMC of-
ficials said in a press release here on Saturday. A 
Shelter Management Committee and Executive 
Committees have been formed at each shelter 
home involving inmates, line department offi-
cials and other public representatives for smooth 
functioning, the release said. Currently, the civic 
body has identified suitable community halls 
and established 12 shelter homes, eight for men 
and four for women, duly providing basic ame-
nities like water, toilets, electricity and materials 
including cots, beds, bedsheets, pillows, kitchen 
utensils, gas stoves, lockers, tables and chairs. 
The GHMC has also identified NGOs and is pro-
viding Rs 17,500 per month towards mainte-
nance of the shelter homes, to ensure Aadhar and 
electoral photo identity cards, opening of savings 
bank accounts and to provide medical facilities 
to inmates. A Shelter Management Committee 
and Executive Committees have been formed 
at each shelter home involving inmates, line de-
partment officials and other public representa-
tives for smooth functioning, the release said.

Dismay over sale of 
girl child

Hyderabad: The State government has chalked 
out a three-pronged strategy for the holistic de-
velopment of the State, Finance Minister Etela 
Rajender said on Saturday.

Replying to the discussion on the budgetary 
demands pertaining to Women and Child De-
velopment Department, he said Chief Minister K 
Chandrashekhar Rao was committed to develop-
ing and ensuring progress of all the communi-
ties. During the first phase, the government had 
given huge subsidies for various sections under 
different government programmes for uplifting 
them. During the second phase, the government 
would revamp the education system while the 
third phase would focus on strengthening the 
rural economy, Rajender said. Etela said Telan-
gana was the only State in the country to take up 
and implement such huge welfare programmes. 

Hyderabad, March 26: For 
the convenience of pilgrims 
attending 805thAnnual Urs 
festival at Ajmer, South Cen-
tral Railway will run  ten 
Special trains from various 
destinations o n SCR such 
as Hyderabad, Kacheguda, 
Nellore, Machilipatnam and 
Nanded to Ajmer

Tr. No. 07125/07126 Hy-
derabad-Ajmer-Hyderabad 
Urs Special Train: Train No. 
07125 Hyderabad – Ajmer 
Special train will depart Hy-
derabad o n  March 31 (Friday) 
at15:15 hrs, arrive/depart 
Secunderabad at 15:40/15:45 
hrs and arrive Ajmer at 05:15 
hrs o n  April 2, 2017(Sunday). 
In the return direction, Train 
No.07126 Ajmer-Hyderabad 
Special train will depart 
Ajmer at 09:55hrs o n April 
6 (Thursday), arrive/depart 
Secunderabad at 22:30/22:35 
hrs o n  April 7 (Friday) and 

arriveHyderabad at 23:15 
hrs.  Enroute these special 
trains will stop at Malkaj-
giri, Medchal, Kamareddi, 
Nizamabad, Dharmabad, 
Mudkhed, Nanded, Purna, 
Parbhani, Selu, Jalna, Au-
rangabad, Manmad, Jal-
gaon, Bhusaval, Burhanpur, 
Khandwa, Itarsi, Bhopal, 
Bairagarh, Sehore, Maksi, 
Ujjain, Nagda, Ratlam, Man-
dasor, Nimach, Chittaugarh, 
Chanderia, Bhilwara, Bijay-
anagar and Nasirabad sta-
tions in both the directions.

Tr.No. 07129/07130 Ka-
cheguda-Ajmer-Kacheguda 
Urs Special Train: Train No. 
07129 Kachiguda – Ajmer 
Special train will depart Ka-
cheguda at 20:40 hrs  o n 
March 31(Friday) and arrive 
Ajmer at 07:25 hrs o n April 
2 (Sunday).  In the return 
direction, Train No.07130 
Ajmer – Kacheguda Special 

train will depart Ajmer at 
19:25hrs o n  April 5 (Wednes-
day) and arrive Kacheguda 
at 07:30 hrs o n  April 7 (Fri-
day).  Enroute these special 
trains will stop at Malkaj-
giri, Medchal, Kamareddi, 
Nizamabad, Dharmabad, 
Mudkhed, Nanded, Purna, 
Basmat, Hingoli, Washim, 
Akola, Shegaon, Malkapur, 
Burhanpur, Khandwa, Itarsi, 
Bhopal, Bairagarh, Sehore, 
Shujalpur, Maksi, Ujjain, 
Nagda, Ratlam, Mandasor, 
Nimach, Chittaugarh, Chan-
deria, Bhilwara, Bijayanagar 
and Nasirabad stations in 
both the directions. 

Tr.No. 07227/07228 Nel-
lore-Ajmer-Nellore Urs Spe-
cial Train: Train No. 07227 
Nellore – Ajmer Special Train 
will depart Nellore at 07:40 
hrs o n  March 31(Friday), 
arrive/depart Vijayawada at 
12:50/13:40 hrs.

Hyderabad, March 
26: Responding to a 
report in the media 
today that four chil-
dren of Bansilalpet 
area were adminis-
tered outdated injec-
tions leading to their 
condition becoming 
serious with vomiting and sweating, Health Minister 
Dr C Lakshma Reddy today directed Director of Medi-
cal Education Dr Ramani to visit Gandhi Hospital 
and inquire into the issue and take immediate action 
against the delinquents. As per the Minister’s direc-
tive, Dr Ramani visited Gandhi Hospital in Secunder-
abad and inspected some wards and inquired about 
the health of children, who suffered problem of vom-
iting after giving injections. The DME suspended two 
staff nurses -- Shobha and Sunitha --- for administer-
ing outdated injections to the kids negligently and 
issued a memo to junior doctor Navin Singh for the 
malpractice. It is learnt that four children were ad-
mitted to the hospital last week and they were given 
injections on Saturday evening leading to their con-
dition becoming serious. When their parents rushed 
to the doctors, they treated the kids immediately. On 
bringing it to the notice by the angst parents, doctors 
further treated them to overcome the problem and 
the children are now out of danger. 

Later, Ramani said they were not using outdated 
medicines or injections in the hospital. However, she 
made it clear that some outsiders brought the out-
dated medicines into the hospital that led to compli-
cations on use. The State government did not supply 
outdated medicines, she said, adding that steps will 
be taken against such incidents. Some people brought 
such medicines into the hospital to malign the image 
by distorting the services being offered, she said. “We 
have ordered an inquiry with a two-member expert 
committee into the episode and will take further ac-
tion on receiving a report in two days”, Ramani said. 
“The children are doing well now and we will allow 
only one attendant with the patient”. It may be men-
tioned here that four children of Bansilalpet suffered 
complications of vomiting and sweating after outside 
injections were administered. On bringing it to the 
notice by the angst parents, doctors further treated 
them to overcome the problem and the children are 
now out of danger.

Hyderabad, March 26 (IANS) 
Leaders and activists of the Left 
parties, the Telangana Joint 

Action Committee and other 
people's organisations were ar-
rested here Sunday during a pro-

test against shifting of 'dharna 
chowk', a long-time popular spot 
for staging protests.

TJAC chairman M. Kodanda-
ram, well-known cultural activ-
ist Vimalakka and activists of the 
Communist Party of India, thee 
Communist Party of India-Marx-
ist and other organisations were 
among those held while partici-
pating in 2K Run to protest shift-
ing of the 'chowk' from near In-
dira Park in the heart of the city to 
the city outskirts. Police stopped 
the participants as there was no 
permission for the 2K Run. Ten-
sion prevailed at Indira Park as 
policemen were deployed in 
large numbers to foil the protest. 
Kodandaram alleged that the TRS 
Government was suppressing 
the democratic right of dissent 
by shifting 'dharna chowk' to the 

city outskirts.
Last week, opposition parties 

had submitted a joint represen-
tation to Governor E.S.L. Nara-
simhan, terming the Telangana 
Rashtra Samithi government's 
move as undemocratic. Leaders 
of main opposition Congress, 
the Bharatiya Janata Party, the 
Telugu Desam Party (TDP), the 
CPI, the CPI-M, Madiga Res-
ervation Porata Samithi and 
other organisations had met 
the Governor over the issue. 
'Dharna chowk' has been the 
venue of thousands of protests 
by political parties, people's or-
ganisations, employees' unions, 
students' groups and others for 
over two decades.

Hyderabad, March 26: 
City SHE Team arrested 
one P. Babajan, 26, of Ra-
julaveedhi in Chembakur 
village under Ramasamu-
dram Mandal of Chittoor 
district for making tele-
phone calls to women with 
different SIM cards and 
different mobiles and ha-

rassed them.
After receipt of a com-

plaint from a couple, the 
police registered a case 
under Section 507, 509 
IPC and took up investi-
gation. The victim stated 
that she has been receiv-
ing calls from unknown 
numbers and the mis-

creant abused her in a 
vulgar language. She is a 
married lady, having two 
children. She said initially 
she thought it was a case 
of mistaken identity and 
ignored it. However, the 
miscreant started calling 
her frequently and even 
during odd hours.

T V Sashidhar Reddy IPS assumed the charge of Director Vigilance and 
Enforcement Dept Telangana.

Cops foil protest over 'dharna chowk'

Two nurses suspended for 
administering outdated 

injections to kids

Major chunk for roads, 
storm water drains

She team nabs one for 
harassing woman on phone Ten Special Trains to 

Ajmer Urs Festival

Market committee chairman Bandi Venugopal, Dr. Narsimha Reedy, Councillor Pratap Reddy, Saraf Nagaraj 
conducted TRS membership drive in ward no. 8, 17, 22 in Narayanpet Mandal, Mehbubnagar on Sunday.

 Save Dharna Chowk Protection Committee walking from Sundaraiah
 Park to Indira park in Hyderabad on Sunday.

Hyderabad Mar 26 : The 
Greater Hyderabad Munic-
ipal Corporation (GHMC) 
has earmarked a major 
chunk for roads and storm 
water drain development 
under capital expenditure 
in the budget for the finan-
cial year 2017-18, which 
was approved by a special 
council meeting here on 
Saturday. The move comes 
after authorities appeared 
to have learnt a few les-
sons from last year’s heavy 
downpours, which left 
many roads battered and 
bruised, besides regular 
flooding and waterlogging 
on main roads.

Of the total budget esti-

mate of Rs 3,026.73 crore 
under capital expenditure, 
the municipal corporation 
has earmarked Rs 1,611.45 
crore for roads and pave-
ments and Rs 249.80 crore 
for stormwater drainage 
system. The move was wel-
comed by all. While appre-
ciating and thanking the 
State government for sanc-
tioning Rs1,000 crore to 
GHMC, a few corporators 
raised apprehensions over 
meeting the budget esti-
mates. Responding to the 
charges, Mayor B Rammo-
han directed the authori-
ties to submit a ward-wise 
funds allocation report be-
fore the next general body 

meeting. Mehdipatnam 
Corporator Mohammed 
Majid Hussain appealed to 
the corporation authorities 
not to revise the property 
tax in a bid to increase rev-
enues. He said the authori-
ties should instead focus 
on collecting property tax 
arrears from government 
establishments and others. 
In his reply, GHMC Com-
missioner B Janardhan 
Reddy said all efforts would 
be made not levy any bur-
den on citizens, adding 
that despite the property 
tax waiver for nearly 5.40 
lakh property owners, the 
tax collections till date was 
Rs 1,083 crore.

“By March 31, the tax 
collection will be a re-
cord Rs.1,200 crore,” said 
Reddy. There were a few 
heated exchanges between 
the ruling and other party’s 
corporators over alloca-
tion of funds for taking 
up development works in 
their respective divisions. 
Ahmednagar Corporator 
Ayesha Rubina charged 
that funds were allocated 
for few divisions, while oth-
ers were ignored. Respond-
ing to the charges, Mayor 
B Rammohan directed the 
authorities to submit a 
ward-wise funds allocation 
report before the next gen-
eral body meeting.
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Chennai: March 26 Chennai 
police on Saturday seized Rs 3.42 
crore worth old banned notes of 
Rs 1,000 and Rs 500 denomina-
tions from a van parked in posh 
JJ Lakshmi avenue in Manapak-
kam near Na-ndambakkam.

Police managed to detain two 
of the three occupants of the 
van.  This is the biggest seizure 
of banned notes in Chennai 
since December 31, the day after 
which any type of transaction 
using old banned notes became 
illegal.

The two, identified as Kannan, 

42, of Besant Nagar who works 
as a transport manager of a pri-
vate hospital and Krishna Mo-
han, 53, a sub-contractor, told 
police that they were waiting for 
a person living in the locality to 
hand over the money.

Policemen on patrol got sus-
picious because the van was 
parked there for a very long 
time. And when the policemen 
went near the vehicle the three 
occupants tried to escape. Cops 
could only catch Kannan and 
Krishna Mohan while Prasad of 
Hyderabad managed to flee. 

During vehicle check, po-
lice found the cash bundles 
wrapped in blue polythene 
cover and hidden under the 
seats.

The duo further told the po-
lice that the money was given 
to them by a  doctor for ex-
changing new valid notes at 30 
per cent commission. A man 
residing in JJ Lakshmi avenue 
was supposed to collect the 
money and give the new notes 
over a period of one month.

The two also said the man 
living in the area was a contact 
of Prasad. The two were taken 
for questioning and police are 
on the look-out for Prasad. 
Police believe that at least two 
more persons are involved in 
the case.Policemen on patrol 
got suspicious because the van 
was parked there for a very long 
time. And when the policemen 
went near the vehicle the three 
occupants tried to escape. Cops 
could only catch Kannan and 
Krishna Mohan while Prasad of 
Hyderabad managed to flee. 

Kerala minister quits over 
sleaze talk

Thiruvananthapuram, March 26 (IANS) Kerala Trans-
port Minister A.K. Saseendran resigned on Sunday after 
an audio emerged in which he is heard having a lewd 
conversation with a woman on phone.  A five-time leg-
islator from the Nationalist Congress Party, the minister 
announced the resignation at Kozhikode. The audio was 
released by Mangalam TV.  Earlier, Chief Minister Pinara-
yi Vijayan told the media that he had taken the report seri-
ously and promised action.  Last year, CPI-M strongman 
and Industries Minister E.P. Jayarajan quit on charges of 
nepotism.

Ram Gopal Varma trashes 
Pawan Kalyan’s film, 

personal life
Chennai, March 26 (IANS) Ram Gopal Varma has 

earned the wrath of actor Pawan Kalyan’s fans after the 
filmmaker went on to criticise the star’s latest Telugu out-
ing “Katamarayudu”, while also targeting his personal 
life and family.  In a series of late-night tweets on Satur-
day, Varma spewed venom on Pawan Kalyan.  Varma said 
Pawan Kalyan made profits by selling his film at an exor-
bitant price to distributors.  “Making film in Rs 30 crore, 
selling at Rs 100 crore and pocketing Rs 70 crore and en-
joying daughters’ birthday is no less than Nero playing 
Fidel when Rome was burning,” Varma tweeted. On the 
day of release of “Katamarayudu”, Pawan Kalyan’s daugh-
ter Aadhya turned seven. He spent the whole day with her 
and his ex-wife Renu Desai.  Varma went on to blame the 
actor’s fans for “distracting him from real strength”.  He 
also said that Pawan Kalyan doesn’t bear losses of a film 
unlike superstar Rajinikanth.  “Rajinikanth cares about 
exhibitors losing and returns money to them because he 
failed to deliver,” he said.  

Ravi Teja in Telugu remake 
of ‘Bogan’

 Chennai, March 25 March 25 (IANS) Director Laksh-
man on Saturday confirmed that actor Ravi Teja will star 
in the yet-untitled Telugu remake of his latest Tamil out-
ing “Bogan”.  “It’s true guys. Ravi Teja sir in Telugu re-
make of Bogan,” Lakshman tweeted.  Ravi Teja, who is 
busy wrapping up Telugu film “Touch Chesi Chudu”, will 
reprise Jayam Ravi’s role in the remake.  “The script has 
been locked. Shooting should commence from August. 
The climax for the Telugu version will be tweaked. Also, 
it is not sure yet whether Arvind Swami will also be part 
of the project,” a source close to director Lakshman told 
IANS.  Apparently, a popular leading actor is being con-
sidered for Arvind Swami’s role for the Telugu version. 
Lakshman will direct the Telugu version as well..

Arvind Swami completes 
shooting for ‘Sathuranga 

Vettai 2’
Chennai, March 26 (IANS) Actor Arvind Swami on Sun-

day said he has completed shooting his portion in upcom-
ing Tamil crime thriller “Sathuranga Vettai 2”.  The film’s 
shooting has been going in Malaysia over the last couple 
of weeks.  “The shooting of SV2 is now complete, for me. 
Thank you Manobala, Nirmal, Venky and the whole team. 
Thank you Trisha; it was great working with you,” Arvind 
tweeted.  Being directed by Nirmal Kumar, the film marks 
the collaboration of Arvind and Trisha Krishnan for the 
first time.  Interestingly, both of them play characters 
with negative shades in the film.  A sequel to “Sathuranga 
Vettai”, about scams in rural areas, the second part will 
centre on high-profiled crimes that are committed using 
technology..

NTR’s leaked look from his 
next film goes viral

Chennai, March 26 (IANS) A leaked look of actor Jr. 
NTR from his next yet-untitled Telugu project has gone 
viral on social media, sending his fans into a celebratory 
mood. In the film, being directed by Bobby, Jr. NTR will 
be seen in triple roles.  The look that is doing the rounds 
is rumoured to be the prosthetic mask he will be wearing 
in the film.  For one of Jr. NTR’s characters, international 
make-up artist Vance Hartwell was brought on board.  In 
February, when Hartwell was in Hyderabad, he took mea-
surement for a facial mask for the actor.  The makers had 
said in a statement that it was the first time in his career 
Jr. NTR will be seen using prosthetic.  Hartwell joined the 
sets earlier this month when the project started rolling.  
Produced by NTR Arts, the film also stars Raashi Khanna 
as one of the leading ladies. The second heroine is yet to 
be finalised..

A sanctuary where patriot 
dogs spend autumn years

BENGALURU: March 26 From serving in the police depart-
ment and the Army to guarding homes and neighbourhoods, 
dogs are more than just `man’s best friend’. But once out of 
service mostly due to old age or illness, not all of them are 
treated with dignity. The Voice of Stray Dogs (VOSD) sanctu-
ary in the outskirts of Bengaluru is home to hundreds of such 
dogs which would have otherwise died or been killed..

Kannur: March 26 Dr K.V. 
Ramakrishnan, HoD, math-
ematical science department, 
Kannur University, has been  
booked for sexually abusing 
three girl  students. The police 
registered a case against him  
on Saturday  based on a com-
plaint filed by the varsity regis-
trar on Friday. 

The police slapped a case un-

der   sections of IPC 354 against 
the teacher for “assaulting 
women with intent to outrage 
their modesty.”  

He will be interrogated 
soon, it is learnt. The wom-
en’s organisations demanded 
that the statement of three 
students should be registered 
under IPC 164 before a mag-
istrate as there were chances 

of the teacher, who is a mem-
ber of the pro-CPM teachers’ 
organisation, influencing the 
victims.

It may be recalled that a 
two-member committee con-
stituted by the Kannur Uni-
versity on the students’ com-
plaints had found him prima 
facie guilty.  The committee 
formed on the directions from  
Governor P. Sathasivam con-
sisted of Vineetha Menon (an-
thropology) and Manjula Poyil 
(department of history).

DC had reported the sex-
ual harassment incident  on 
March 4. The Governor,  who 
is also the Chancellor, had 
sought a report from the Kan-
nur University vice- chancel-
lor on the students’ complaint.

The committee had come to 
the conclusion that there was  
prima facie evidence of men-
tal and physical harassment 
by the teacher as alleged by 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 
March 26 The Vigilance and Anti-
Corruption Bureau has concluded 
in quick verification that there is 
no evidence to substantiate alle-
gations of nepotism filed against 
former Chief Minister Oommen 
Chandy and nine others, including 
his Cabinet colleagues. Vigilance 
judge A Badarudeen had ordered 
a quick verification against Mr 
Chandy and others on the basis of a 

complaint that they had appointed 
close relatives on government jobs, 
violating established procedures 
and that many such appointees 
were not qualified for the posts.

The main charge against Mr 
Chandy was that he had appointed 
his nephew to a government post. 
But on enquiry, it was found that 
he did not have a nephew by the 
name mentioned in the complaint 
and no nephew was given a gov-
ernment job. There was a similar 
charge against former food and 
civil supplies minister Anoop Jacob 
that he had appointed his sister, 
Ambily Jacob, which was again not 
substantiated.

Others, who were sought to be 

hauled up before the vigilance 
court, were former ministers K.M. 
Mani, V.S. Sivakumar, P.K. Jay-
alakshmy and M.  Vincent, MLA 
and V.M. Ummer and R. Selvaraj, 
ex-MLAs. There were 13 names 
originally, but judge Badarudeen 
dropped three names from the 
QV probe list. The charges were 
brought up mainly as counter-
allegation to the charge of nepo-
tism filed against former industry 
minister E.P. Jayarajan. The team 
found several names mentioned 
in the complaint as fictitious. SP 
K. Jayakumar told DC that the 
QV report, clearing the accused 
of nepotism, would be filed at the 
Vigilance court early next week.

Vigilance clean chit for Oommen 
Chandy in nepotism case

Sudha changed me 
as actor: Venkatesh

Biggest seizure: Rs 3.42 crore banned 
notes found in van in Chennai

Chennai, March 26 (IANS) Venkatesh says 
working with director Sudha Kongara in 
forthcoming Telugu sports drama “Guru”, 
which is slated for release on March 31, 
changed him as an actor. A remake of “Saala 
Khadoos”, the film features Venkatesh as a 
washed-up boxing coach. Talking about the 
film, Venkatesh told IANS: “Sudha brought 
this story to me three years ago. Unfortunate-
ly, I couldn’t take it up because I was unwell. 
She went ahead and did the film with Madha-
van. When I saw the film, I was so moved that 
I hugged her. I told her in that instant that I’ll 
do it.” Even though he has been part of sev-
eral successful films over the years, “Guru” is 
very special for Venkatesh. “It changed me as 
a person and actor. I learnt so much from this 
project and the whole credit goes to Sudha. 
It’s for the first time in my career that I read 
a full-bound script before shooting a project. 
It helped me prepare myself better,” he said.

The “Drishyam” actor also credits Sudha 
for making efforts to change his on-screen 
presence.  “She took the pain of going 
through most of my films and changed my 
look. Though I play a guru in the film, I sur-
rendered to Sudha while shooting. She is my 
guru and working with her changed my per-
spective of how I look at roles,” he said.

Venkatesh admits it has been his long-time 
desire to do a sports film.

“I have always yearned to do a sports film. 
Not long ago, I was offered a cricket-based 
subject but it wasn’t convincing enough for 
me to accept. Though it’s been a long wait 
to do one, I’m glad I got to do a project like 
‘Guru’,” he said.

 The 56-year-old sports a salt-and-pepper 
look in the film. He is happy to have played 
his age.  “I didn’t wear any make-up. I’m 
proud to have played my age. When we 
were shooting in Bheemunipatnam, a lot of 
people told me that I should continue doing 
such roles,” he said, adding he decided to do 
“Guru” because he was bored of the monoto-
ny in his career.

Professor booked for sexual abuse 
of 3 students in Kannur University

Karnataka: Cabs, autos 
carrying hate slogans against 

women to be fined
CHENNAI: March 26, 

Police have impounded 
53 two-wheelers, cars 
and vans found to have 
encroached on the cycle 
track in KK Nagar ahead 
of its official opening 
next week. Cops have 
levied penalties rang-
ing between Rs 100 and 
Rs 500 since March. Ve-
hicular encroachment by 
people riding and park-
ing on the 3.8 km cycle 
track spread out on P T 
Rajan Salai, Lakshman-
swamy Salai and Ramas-
wamy Salai is the biggest 
threat to the city’s first 

such initiative. The cor-
poration and police have 
been conducting aware-
ness drives but cops say 
that despite enforce-
ment, people continue 
to park here when they 
go to banks and shops 
in the neighbourhood. 
Police said they would 
continue to sensitise the 
public.

“We have even booked 
a two-wheeler under sec-
tion 336 for endangering 
life and personal safety,” 
said R-7 station inspec-
tor (law and order wing) 
M S Bhaskar. 

BENGALURU: March 26 The entry 
of S M Krishna into the BJP fold has 
emboldened the party to work out a 
UP model as Karnataka goes to polls 
in 2018. The state BJP is looking at 
reworking its present image of being 
a Lingayat-dominated outfit to an 
all-inclusive one, making room for all 
communities. Though the caste cen-
sus survey, which is yet to be released 

officially, has placed the Lingayat 
and Vokkaliga population at the bot-
tom of the social ladder, they con-
tinue to remain the dominant castes 
in Karnataka. While the Vokkaligas 
are dominant in Bengaluru (Rural), 
Ramanagaram, Mandya, Mysuru, 
Chamarajanagar, Chikkamagaluru, 
Kolar and Chikkaballapur, the Lin-
gayats are spread across the districts 

in north Karnataka, which account 
for nearly 80 of the total 224 assembly 
seats, apart from a sprinkling pres-
ence in south Karnataka. If BJP sourc-
es are to be be lieved, talks are on to 
rope in Vokkaliga legislators from the 
Cauvery belt areas of Mandya and 
Mysuru.These areas are now being 
shared between the Congress and the 
JD (S), with the BJP’s presence being 
minimal. The BJP hopes the success-
ful induction of S M Krishna, a Vokka-
liga, will help the party shed its image 
of being Lingayat centric.

With Krishna, BJP hopes for UP 
model in Karnataka

TUMAKURU: March 
26, A Tumakuru cou-
ple's obsession for a 
male child ended on 
Saturday when the 
woman gave birth to 
their 10th child, a baby 
boy. Baghyamma and 
Ramakshna of Kurike-
nahalli in rishna of 
Kurikenahalli in Tu-
makuru district have 
nine other children, all 
girls.

Baghyamma gave 
birth to her 10th baby 
at the Primary Health 
Centre in Kodigena-

halli. The couple has 
been married for the 
past 15 years.Baghy-
amma gave birth to the 
first child in 2003, after 
which she gave birth to 
eight more girl babies. 
"There's hardly any age 
gap between the chil-
dren," hospital sources 
said.

"My wife and I want-
ed a son. So, we decid-
ed to have babies until 
we get a male child.
At last, God has given 
us one," Ramakrishna 
said.

Tumakuru couple's 
wait for boy ends with 

10th child
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Short Takes

Truckers warn of 
countrywide indefinite 

strike from April 1
Kolkata, March 26 (IANS) Truckers on Sunday threat-

ened to remain off the road across India indefinitely from 
April 1 in protest against the sharp increase in third party 
insurance premium and government charges.

The strike has been called by the All India Confedera-
tion of Goods Vehicles Owners’ Association, its executive 
member Subhas Chandra Bose told IANS over phone.

Bose said the insurers have raised the third party insur-
ance premium for trucks by over 50 per cent, while the 
Central government has jacked up various fees including 
that for permits.

“These two rate hikes have made goods vehicles finan-
cial unviable,” said Bose, also the General Secretary of 
Federation of West Bengal Truck Operators’ Association.

The strikers have sent letters to all governments depart-
ments and ministers.

Milk supply and some other emergency services have 
been kept outside the ambit of the strike.

Seven killed in Bengal 
road accident

Kolkata, March 26 (IANS) Seven persons were killed and 
two others seriously injured when their van collided head on 
with a truck in West Bengal’s Burdwan district on Sunday, 
police said.

“Seven persons have been killed. Two others are battling 
for life at Durgapur sub-divisional hospital,” an officer from 
Kaksa police station told IANS over phone.

The accident occurred at Dhobaru Jungle near Morgram 
on the Panagarh-Morgram state Highway.

While five persons died on the spot, two of the four injured 
admitted to hospital succumbed later in the day.

All the victims were travelling in the van, which was re-
turning from a fair at Patharchapri in Birbhum district.The 
truck driver fled after the incident, police said.

Inter-state ATM theft 
gang busted in Odisha

Bhubaneswar, March 26 (IANS) Odisha Police on Sunday 
claimed to have busted an inter-state gang of ATM looters, 
with the arrest of a main accused from Uttarakhand.

The Commissionerate Police arrested gang leader Ajay 
Choudhury, a resident of Uttarakhand, for looting around Rs 
50 lakh from five ATM machines in Puri, Cuttack and Bhu-
baneswar, Director General of Police (DGP) K.B. Singh told 
media persons.

The DGP said police were undertaking raids in different 
parts of the country to arrest the other members of the ATM 
looters’ gang.

The police have seized one Apple laptop, a hard disk and 
three mobile phones from Choudhury’s possession. Besides, 
six bank accounts having Rs 8 lakh in deposits and one bank 
locker were also frozen by the Commissionerate Police.

Singh said the robbers didn’t use mobile phones while 
committing the crime.

“The thieves, in this case, didn’t use mobile phones as they 
were communicating through an app. The culprits were us-
ing a Chinese malware for the purpose. They first install it 
into the system through the USB port and then they reboot 
it,” the DGP added.

Notably, Choudhury was jailed in 2014 in an ATM skim-
ming case. Besides, he was allegedly involved in a similar kind 
of offence in Lucknow last year.

Juhi Babbar stresses on 
importance of theatre

Mumbai, March 26 (IANS) Actress Juhi Babbar says theatre 
is the most powerful medium for influencing children to-
wards better communication and expression.

Juhi’s mother Nadira Zaheer Babbar founded Ekjute the-
atre group in 1981 and has been conducting various activities 
for children. In 2008, Juhi took over the reins and renamed it 
the Ekjute’s Young Talent Group and Ekjute’s Young Talent 
Workshop. Juhi will be holding a 10-day theatre workshop for 
children from April 22. 

She said in a statement: “I believe that theatre is the most 
powerful medium for influencing children towards better 
communication and expression.

“It is an amazing feeling when I meet these participants, 
especially when they come across and meet up with me and 
thank me stating that I have been a great contribution to their 
confidence, speech, clarity, my thoughts, imagination and 
that they’re doing well in theatre, college etc.” 

A mother herself, Juhi strongly believes that inclusion is 
very important for children.

“Basically, art is for everyone and that is a reason why we 
are so passionate about our workshops and taking art to the 
children and youth, because we sincerely believe that people 
related to art or connected to art or who appreciate art, are 
definitely more sensitive people,” she added.

Why can’t Hindus get 
subsidies like Muslims, 

asks Togadia

Death threat to Kejriwal 
‘well-orchestrated’: AAP

Facebook has removed my poem: Srijato

BSF on high alert after 
twin blasts in Bangladesh

Manipur territorial integrity will 
be protected, says CM

Ahmedabad, March 26 (IANS) 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad leader 
Pravin Togadia on Sunday de-
manded that the government 
should stop all subsidies pro-
vided to Muslims from money of 
Hindu tax payers or else provide 
similar grants to Hindus.

Addressing a Hindu sammelan 
at the GMDC Grounds, he said: 

“If Muslims could be helped like 
this with the money collected 
from taxes paid by Hindus, why 
not Patels, Thakores and Koli 
(communities)?”

He said Muslims were being 
given a subsidy to undertake re-
ligious tours and for their edu-
cational development but there 
was nothing like this for Hindus. 

New Delhi, March 26 (IANS) The AAP 
on Sunday alleged that the death threats 
to Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
and other party leaders were issued as 
part of a “well-orchestrated” conspiracy 
and asked Home Minister Rajnath Singh 
to take action.

In a letter to the Home Minister, Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader Raghav Chad-
ha wrote that a person dressed as an ad-
vocate, who identified himself as Vivek 
Sharma, threatened Kejriwal and other 
AAP leaders in a Delhi court during the 
hearing of a defamation case filed by 
Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley.

Chadha said the incident raises se-
rious questions over law and order in 
the city, which comes under the Union 
Home Ministry. Chadha said the inci-
dent raises serious questions over law 
and order in the city, which comes un-
der the Union Home Ministry.

He also indicated that the threat may 
have been issued on directions of Jaitley.

“Quite clearly, Sharma was not acting 
unilaterally but with the tacit blessings 
of his political masters and his actions, 
which amount to criminal intimidation, 
are part of a well-orchestrated strategy 
to harass, coerce and pressurise the ac-
cused and prevent them from defending 
themselves,” the AAP leader wrote.

A Delhi court on Saturday witnessed 
a heated exchange between lawyers of 
Jaitley and Kejriwal during the hearing 
of a defamation case filed by the former, 
with lawyers for the AAP leader claiming 
they had received “death threats” in the 
court room.

Jaitley has alleged that the AAP lead-
ers made “false and defamatory” state-
ments in a case involving the Delhi and 
District Cricket Association (DDCA), 
thereby harming his reputation.

Apart from Kejriwal, the accused in 
the case include AAP leaders Kumar 
Vishwas, Ashutosh, Sanjay Singh, Chad-
ha and Deepak Bajpai.

Kolkata, March 25 (IANS) Poet 
Srijato Bandyopadhyay claimed 
on Saturday that Facebook had 
deleted his controversial poem 
he had posted on his wall.

“The Facebook authorities 
have removed the poem which 
had led to so much controversy 
in the past few days,” said Ban-
dyopadhyay.

A police complaint was lodged 
against Bandyopadhyay for post-
ing a 12-line poem titled “Ab-
hishaap” (“Curse”) on Facebook 
on March 19, the day Aditya 
Nath Yogi was sworn in as Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister.

Complainant Arnab Sarkar - 
said to be a member of Hindu 
right wing group - filed a case 
at the Cyber Crime Police Sta-
tion of northern West Bengal’s 
Siliguri Police Commissionerate 
on Monday night, demanding 
Bandyopadhyay’s arrest and ex-
emplary punishment for the post 
which “hurt Hindu sentiments”.

On Thursday evening, Ban-
dyopadhyay and his wife Durba 
lodged a complaint with the Kol-
kata Police Cyber Cell of receiv-
ing obscene messages on Face-
book messenger. They said they 
are also receiving “con calls” 

from unknown numbers. A case 
has been lodged under sections 
67 of the IT Act and 506 (punish-
ment for criminal intimidation) 
of the Indian Penal Code on the 
basis of his complaint.

The couple have been pro-
vided with a bodyguard from the 
Special Branch of Kolkata Police 
for security. Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee stood by the poet.

In a veiled attack on the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, she on 
Thursday said a “certain party 
engaged in saffronisation” is 
threatening Bandyopadhyay, 
and vowed to protect him.

Shillong, March 26 (IANS) The Border 
Security Force (BSF) has been put on 
high alert along the India-Bangladesh 
border following twin blasts in Bangla-
desh’s Sylhet city, an official said on 
Sunday.

“Our troopers are on high alert along 
the India-Bangladesh after a series of 
blasts in Bangladesh,” BSF Inspector 
General, Meghalaya frontier P.K. Dubey 
told IANS.

BSF officials have shared intelligence 
inputs with Meghalaya Police following 
the explosions, he added.

“We are not taking any chances with 
such activities and all necessary mea-
sures have been taken to prevent per-
petrators from entering our side of the 
border,” Dubey said.

The six dead in the two blasts on Sat-
urday near a militant hideout in Sylhet 
includes two Bangladesh police offi-
cials. The blasts came a day after a sui-
cide bomber blew himself up at a secu-
rity checkpoint near the Dhaka airport 
in an attack claimed by Islamic State.

A Meghalaya Police official also said 
that they had also taken necessary mea-
sures.

“We have instructed our personnel 
posted close to the border to remain 
and to keep strict vigil in close coordi-
nation with the BSF,” the official said.

India has a 1,880 km border with Ban-
gladesh along four states -- Tripura (856 
km), Assam (263 km), Meghalaya (443 
km), and Mizoram (318 km).

Imphal, March 26 (IANS) Manipur 
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh said on 
Sunday the state’s territorial integrity 
will be protected.

“It is dearer than my life,” he said 
shortly before emplaning for Delhi. 

Regarding the protest against the 
appointment of legislator Asabuddin 
as the Parliamentary Secretary, Biren 
said: “People have elected him and 
there is nothing I could do since he is a 
bona fide Indian citizen.” 

Biren said that he was going to Delhi 
to seek a whopping amount as devel-
opmental fund from Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. 

Despite assurances in public meet-
ings by Modi and Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh on the framework agree-
ment the central government had 
signed with the Naga group NSCN-IM 
on August 3, 2016, the outfit’s lead-
er Thuingaleng Muivah claimed on 
March 21 that the agreement envisages 
the “Naga integrity”. 

Unification of the Naga-inhab-
ited areas of Assam, Manipur and 
Arunachal Pradesh with Nagaland is a 
major demand of the outfit, which was 

founded in 1988 by the late Isak Chishi 
Swu and Thuingaleng Muivah.

Biren said: “As the Home Ministry 
has clarified the matter, there is no 
need for apprehension. Muivah merely 
claimed and it was clarified by the gov-
ernment.” 

He said that the territorial integ-
rity of Manipur shall be protected and 
there is no doubt about it. 

On Sunday, normal life was disrupt-
ed as a result of the 17-hour general 
strike called by the Democratic Stu-
dents’ Alliance of Manipur protesting 
the appointment of Asabuddin as the 
Parliamentary Secretary. 

Biren said: “He is an Indian citi-
zen who has been duly elected by the 
people under the constitution. He was 
elected pradhan two times before be-
coming an MLA.” 

The All Manipur Muslim Welfare 
Organisation had planned an 18-hour 
general strike. But it gave it up the plan 
after a meeting with the Chief Minister. 
The general strike has affected normal 
life in other parts of the state, includ-
ing Jiribam, the home constituency of 
Asabuddin. 

Guwahati/New Delhi, March 
26 (IANS) Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal on Sun-
day asked Union Home Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh to order that 
the Indo-Bangladesh border 
fencing, including in the river-
ine section, be completed at the 
earliest.

Sonowal, who called on Ra-
jnath Singh at his residence in 
the national capital, also asked 
for installations of new fencing 
with modern design, and that 
the border fencing in Assam’s 
neighbouring states should also 
be completed soon, a statement 
issued by the Chief Minister’s 
Office said in Guwahati.

The Home Minister agreed to 
re-examine the entire matter of 
Indo-Bangladesh border fenc-
ing in a time-bound manner, 

it added. The fencing of Indo-
Bangladesh border is one of the 
main poll planks of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party, which came to 
power in Assam last year.

The Home Minister had ear-
lier assured that the Central 
government would take up 
steps to seal the India-Bangla-
desh border to end the illegal 
infiltration problem. Sonowal, 
during his nearly two hour-long 
meeting with Rajnath Singh, 
also apprised him about the 
critical issues of the state, in-
cluding expeditious updation 
of National Register of Citizens, 
implementation of the Assam 
Accord, granting of Scheduled 
Tribe status to six communi-
ties, Bodoland, police moderni-
sation and deployment of addi-
tional security forces.

Kolkata, March 26 (IANS) Tap-
ping into the trend of repurpos-
ing old approved drugs to treat 
totally different diseases -- a 
strategy that led to the devel-
opment of Viagra, researchers 
at IIT-Kanpur have shown how 
a malaria drug can be used to 
tackle drug resistance in meta-
static prostate cancer.

The procedure is targetted 
towards tackling resistance to 
anti-androgen drugs.

The team at the Molecular 
Oncology Lab of the Depart-
ment of Biological Sciences and 
Bioengineering, Indian Institute 
of Technology - Kanpur, used 
the well-known malaria drug, 
Artesunate to restore sensitivity 
of prostate cancer cells to the 
medication Bicalutamide, an 
anti-androgen.

“This study for the first time 
provides a compelling pre-clin-
ical rationale that Artesunate 
could disrupt androgen recep-
tor antagonist or anti-androgen 
drugs-resistance observed in 
patients who don’t respond to 
Androgen Deprivation Therapy 
(ADT), and progress to meta-
static castration-resistant pros-
tate cancer (mCRPC),” Bushra 

Ateeq, Assistant Professor and 
Intermediate Fellow, Wellcome 
Trust-DBT India Alliance, at the 
IIT-Kanpur, told IANS.

Androgens (also considered 
as a steroid) such as testoster-
one are known to promote male 
characteristic traits and repro-
ductive activity.

Prostate cancer cells also need 
androgen for their growth, in the 
early stages of the disease.

These types of prostate can-
cers are known as “androgen-
dependent” or “androgen-sen-
sitive”.

ADT (the first-line of treat-
ment) works by starving these 
cancerous cells of androgen to 
inhibit their development, ex-
plained Ateeq.

Unfortunately, invariably 
most of these patients develop 
resistance (to ADT) and become 
mCPRC.

Metastatic prostate cancer is 
an aggressive stage that is treat-
ed with a range of hormonal 
therapies.

This stage is associated with 
a poor prognosis and on aver-
age the survival time for these 
patients is only 16-18 months, 
Ateeq said.

Assam CM meets 
Rajnath, discusses 

security issues

‘Repurposing’ malaria drug 
to treat castrate-resistant 

prostate cancer
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India deserves serious attention to assess the areas in 

which development is needed and how to do away with 

the shortcomings which have been holding its progress 

and development back. First of all, we have allowed many 

negative forces that are holding back the right analyses 

of the areas in which India can be developed appropri-

ately. India is a large and complicated country which has 

got to be analyzed properly to understand its potentials 

and give them appropriate priorities, so that we do not 

waste time in consideration of lack of resources and wait 

for others to help India. Whatever we can do immedi-

ately in the most urgent needed areas we must do, we 

must not wait any longer. It is obvious that our villages 

have been neglected for a long time and we have not 

checked the flow of people who are migrating from vil-

lages to towns and cities in search of employment. We 

have not been able to give them proper employment and 

we have not provided for their needs for living a proper 

life, which is why our cities have become slums and are 

creating many problems, which need huge resources in 

order to bring a balance in the number of incomings and 

the speed by which they come in. The quality of life is 

deteriorating. The resources needed to accommodate 

the inflow of village migrants seems to have become an 

impossibility, merely as no planning was done for it. No 

matter how much we spend, we cannot check the dete-

rioration in the quality of human lives and bring them to 

a level from where they can be taken towards develop-

ment. Simultaneously our villages are neglected and nei-

ther the private sector nor the government is giving any 

attention to check the overflow of people from villages 

and the fast deterioration in the quality of village lives. 

We have to find a viable media for the migration of peo-

ple from villages and not allow deterioration in the pro-

ductivity of village people. Unfortunately, the flow from 

villages is too fast due to which, we have no resources to 

provide the means of development in the villages. In the 

same way, our towns and cities are turning into slums 

because we have not planned to absorb and settle the in-

flow of people from the villages and our problems are so 

heavy that we appear not to have the resources to check 

them merely, because Modi`s Government`s priority is 

development regardless of the well being of people. The 

government is not giving due attention and providing the 

necessary resources to check this imbalance. The worst 

factor is that not only is the old generation suffering and 

its quality of life is deteriorating, but also equally a larger 

number of young men and children are receiving no at-

tention whatsoever. We have not been able to keep the 

right statistics and provide even a meager percentage of 

finance to check this deterioration which is increasing 

fast as the governments priority is development at any 

cost and not the people. Government attention is com-

pletely lacking to identify the ways and means to check 

this deterioration. We are continuously noting the stan-

dard of lives falling more and health levels are creating 

further complicated problems and crimes. Under these 

circumstances and conditions, the government has been 

concentrating on promoting a political ideology and ig-

noring the relevance of the people in these conditions 

and also on the other hand, there are other communal 

and social problems that are growing fast due to which, 

the integration of society is breaking up. Now, we have 

to raise a serious question here, who is responsible for 

these developments and how seriously is the life of our 

people loosing its social harmony, peace and order and 

integration which requires serious attention.                 

BY MEGHNA MITTAL

The total workforce of the 
country’s largest lender -- 
State Bank of India (SBI) -- 

will see a reduction over the next 
two years, after the merger with 
six entities, owing to attrition, re-
duced hiring and digitisation, a top 
official said.

“Manpower will go down with 
the period of time. Around 10 per 
cent reduction in two years may be 
a possibility,” Rajnish Kumar, SBI 
Managing Director, told IANS in an 
interview.

The public lender currently has 
around 207,000 workforce and the 
merger of six entities -- SBBJ (State 
Bank of Bikaner and Jaipur), SBM 
(State Bank of Mysore), SBT (State 
Bank of Travancore), SBP (State 
Bank of Patiala) and SBH (State 
Bank of Hyderabad), Bharatiya 
Mahila Bank -- from April 1 will 

add approximately 70,000 em-
ployees. “Post-merger we will be 
at 2,77,000 people in SBI. This may 
come down to 2,60,000 by March 
2019. So it may be less than 10 per 
cent. Let us first merge and see the 
impact of the key process chang-
es,” Kumar said.

He said there would be some ac-
tual reduction in headcount along 
with re-assignment of the roles, 
but lay-offs are not an option.

“We have offered voluntary 
retirement scheme (VRS), there 
would be natural attritions and ev-
ery year we may not replace head 
by head (replacement recruit-
ment). Manpower will also reduce 
as a result of digital initiatives. 
There will be a combined effect,” 
he added. Ruling out layoffs, he 
said the question does not arise. 
“Two years down the line, these 
efficiencies will start showing. Re-

duction in manpower will depend 
on efficiency of the merger and 
branch networks. Lot of duplica-
tion happening will be removed 
and we will have more feet on the 
street (customer outreach pro-
grammes),” Kumar told IANS.

Hiring in SBI may not be halted, 
but will reduce by 50 per cent in a 
year, he said. In 2016-17, SBI hired 
19,000 people.

“It will come down from the pre-
vious average of hiring. It could be 
reduced by 50 per cent. We will 
return to usual 5,000-6,000 recruit-
ment every year,” he said.

“We cannot stop new hiring be-
cause it creates a lot of gap in the 
middle management down the 
line. But full replacement may not 
be required. If 13,000 people retire 
in a year, we may recruit 7,000-
8,000 in a year,” he added. Kumar 
said the bank will continue with 

its policy of branch expansion, 
and the associate bank branches 
will be merged. “There is a policy 
of branch expansion, we are gov-
erned by that. We keep on open-
ing new branches depending on 
the business potential, that will not 
stop. We are working on the plan 
as to how many branches we will 
open in next two years,” he said.

SBI MD said there would be 
ample benefits from the merger in 
terms of cost-efficiency and ratio-
nalisation.

“Treasury integration, risk man-
agement optimisation will hap-
pen. It will result in efficiency 
gains for the bank. Continuously 
supporting them with capital will 
not be required. Initially, the costs 
may go up, but in the next two 
years... the rationalisation effi-
ciencies will surface,” he said.

IANS

SBI may reduce workforce by nearly 10% by 
2019, says MD Rajnish Kumar 

BY INDIASPEND TEAM

The Congress partys humili-
ating defeat in the recent 
assembly elections, par-

ticularly in Uttar Pradesh and 
the assembly constituency of its 
Vice-president Rahul Gandhi, are 
symbolic of its present condition.

The party is going through one 
of its worst slumps in its post-
Independence history, and many 
digital bytes have suggested a 
surgical strike on its leadership 
and a complete overhaul of the 
party machinery.

The data, however, suggest a 
more nuanced picture. In various 
assembly elections since its defeat 
in the 2014 general elections, the 
Congress has actually improved 
its strike rate in terms of number 
of seats won per seats contested, 

although it has contested fewer 
seats. Not only that, it has also im-
proved its vote share.

The most appropriate metric for 
evaluating the performance of a 
political party and its “CEO” is its 
win percentage and vote share. Ten 
states -- Maharashtra, Jharkhand, 
Bihar, Delhi, Bengal, Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala, Assam, Uttar Pradesh and 
Punjab -- have had a state election 
since the 2014 general election, not 
including the smaller ones such as 
Goa and Manipur.

These 10 states account for 
nearly 60 per cent (317/543) of 
all Lok Sabha seats. During the 
2014 general election, the Con-
gress party effectively contested 
in 1,544 assembly segments -- 
parts of Lok Sabha constituencies 
equivalent to assembly constitu-

encies -- across these 10 states 
and won a mere 194, a winning 
percentage of 13 per cent.

In subsequent state elections 
in these 10 states, the Congress 
party contested in 1,032 assem-
bly constituencies across these 
states and won 258 -- a winning 
percentage of 25 per cent.

Put simply, the Congress dou-
bled its win rate between the 2014 
general election and the subse-
quent state elections.

In the 2014 election, 20 of every 
100 voters (weighted by size of the 
state) in these 10 states voted for 
the Congress. Post-2014, 30 out of 
every 100 voters voted for the Con-
gress, an increase of 10 percentage 
points in vote share. In eight out 
of these 10 states, the Congress 
has won more assembly segments 

post-2014 than it did in the 2014 
elections (when considering par-
liamentary performance in as-
sembly segments to break down 
voting patterns). Its vote share in-
creased in six out of these 10.

Arithmetically, it is hard to 
make the case that the Congress 
is in worse shape today than it 
was in 2014. The numbers clear-
ly show that the Congress has 
doubled its win percentage and 
improved its vote share by 50 per 
cent since 2014.

To be sure, the Congress’ im-
proved electoral performance is 
largely on the back of opportune 
alliances. But a decision to swal-
low pride and ally with another 
party is also a political strategy.

It can also be argued that the 
party’s performance in 2014 was 
so miserable that the only way 
from there was up. Either way, 
only time will tell if the Congress 
needs a new life or a coffin, but 
arguments on either side should 
not lose sight of the data.

IANS

Data suggest Congress not doing 
as badly as it seems

BY KUSHAGRA DIXIT

At 76 million, India has the 
largest number of people 
living without access to safe 

water in the world, and experts 
warn of a looming crisis as over 73 
per cent of the country's aquifers 
are being overdrawn.

"About 73 per cent of the ground 
water aquifers are in 'overdraft', 
which means we have taken more 
water than the recharge," Magsay-
say Award winner Rajendra Singh, 
known as India's Water Man, told 
IANS, adding that small rivers and 
streams which used to be sources 
of clean water are drying up, while 
the large rivers are facing the men-
ace of pollution.

And despite this, "of all the rain 
that falls, we harvest only 12 per 
cent of water", he said. Accord-
ing to a 2016 WaterAid report 
75,777,997 people, or about six per 
cent of India's population, don't 
have access to clean water. The re-
port added that while aquifers pro-
vide 85 per cent of drinking water, 
their levels are falling in 56 per cent 
of the country. The government, 

meanwhile, has announced that 
it will spend Rs 25,000 crore (al-
most $4 billion) to connect about 
28,000 affected habitations with 
safe drinking water by March 2021. 
Union Minister for Rural Develop-
ment, Drinking Water and Sanita-
tion Narendra Singh Tomar made 
the announcement while launch-
ing the National Water Quality Sub 

Mission on Arsenic and Fluoride. 
"There are about 17.14 lakh ru-
ral habitations in India, of which 
about 77 percent have been provid-
ed with safe drinking water of more 
than 40 litres per person per day 
and about four percent of the habi-
tations are suffering from problems 
of water quality," the minister said 
here. Tomar added that by 2030 ev-

ery household shall be connected 
by the tap water. However, Rajen-
dra Singh said government figures 
are often under-reported.

"Many villages, where either 
a pipeline has reached or a hand 
pump has been installed, are con-
sidered to be connected with wa-
ter supply, but the ground reality 
is a bit different... the scenario is 
that about 50 per cent of the pop-
ulation in all the states doesn't 
have access to drinking water," 
Singh pointed out.

Sharing some rough figures, 
Singh estimates about 265,000 vil-
lages in India don't have access 
to clean water. The current avail-
ability of water per person per year 
in India is placed at roughly 1,745 
cubic metres. For water-stressed, 
the figure is 1,700 and at 1,000 it 
becomes water scarce. 

According to the Central Water 
Commission, over the past five 
decades, availability of fresh water 
has dropped from 3,000 cubic me-
tres to 1,123 cubic metres today.

According to Dr S.K. Sarkar, Di-
rector of Water Division at The En-
ergy and Resources Institute (Teri), 
by 2050, India will be water-scarce.

At present about 1,123 billion 
cubic metres of fresh water is avail-
able in India of which 84 per cent is 
used in agriculture.

IANS

'Over 70 percent of country's 
water aquifers are overdrawn'

Women washing 
clothes in a open 
drain at a refugee 

settlement in 
New Delhi

BY PORISMA P. GOGOI 

Indian equity markets are ex-
pected to witness volatility on 
the back of derivatives expiry 

during the upcoming trading week 
starting March 27.

"Volatility in the stock markets is 
expected to be high as traders roll 
over positions in the futures and 
options (F&O) segment from the 
near month March 2017 series to 
April 2017 series. The near month 
March 2017 derivatives contract 
expire on Thursday," Vijay Singha-
nia, Founder and Director of bro-
kerage firm Trade Smart Online, 
told IANS. Apart from derivatives 
expiry, markets will also seek direc-

tion from the movement of the ru-
pee, flow of foreign funds and the 
fourth quarter results, which will 
be announced from April 1.

"The important cues that inves-
tors will closely follow during the 
next week would be FIIs (foreign 
institutional investors) fund in-
flows in the Indian equity markets 
as well as the strength of the mar-
kets to sustain at higher levels," 
Dhruv Desai, Director and Chief 
Operating Officer of Tradebulls, 
pointed out. "Investors will closely 
follow global market sentiments 
and quarterly results, while price 
movement of the Indian rupee 
against the USD (US dollar) will be 

the crucial factor for market senti-
ments next week." Last week, the 
Indian rupee strengthened by five 
paise to 65.41 against a US dollar.

In terms of investments, pro-
visional figures from the stock 
exchanges showed that FIIs pur-
chased stocks worth Rs 3,713.82 
crore during the trade week ended 
March 24, while domestic insti-
tutional investors (DIIs) divested 
scrip worth Rs 2,588.97 crore.

Figures from the National Secu-
rities Depository (NSDL) disclosed 
that foreign portfolio investors 
(FPIs) bought equities worth Rs 
5,143.68 crore, or $786.22 million, 
during March 20-24. On the tech-

nical levels, Deepak Jasani, Head 
- Retail Research, HDFC Securities, 
told IANS: "Technically, though 
the markets have fallen this week 
(past), the Nifty remains in an in-
termediate uptrend with no clear 
signs of reversal yet. Further up-
sides are likely once the immediate 
resistance of 9,134 is taken out."

"Weakness could emerge if the 
support of 9,019 is broken."

Rakesh Tarway, Head of Re-
search, Reliance Securities, expects 
investors to book profits if the NSE 
Nifty breaks the level of 8,950 dur-
ing the upcoming week.

"We expect an extensive move-
ment in the week and sustenance 
above levels of 8,980 to 9,000 will 
be watched for the up-move. We 
expect sharp profit booking in high 
beta sectors and mid-caps in case 
the Nifty breaks below levels of 
8,950," Tarway asserted.

IANS

Derivatives expiry to infuse 
volatility in equity markets

The government`s attention is 
immediately required towards the 

problems of developing fast.
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My country needs more help from the US
BY HAIDER AL ABADI, PRIME MINISTER OF IRAQ

Two weeks ago, I visited Iraqi troops 
in western Mosul as they prepared to 
liberate the last terrorist-controlled 

neighbourhoods in the city. By any stan-
dard, they are heroes. I did not ask for their 
religious, regional or ethnic origins. I saw 
them for what they were: Iraqis standing to-
gether against the cruellest killers on Earth.

Some of the soldiers I met may have 
fallen since then in house-to-house fight-
ing. With their sacrifices, our troops have 
helped to deal a death blow to Daesh (the 
self-proclaimed Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant) and the terrorist organisation is 
losing its largest stronghold in Iraq and the 
aura of invincibility it once claimed.

Having spilled our blood together with 
the United States to win this war, we want 
to work together to win peace. Last Mon-
day, I visited US President Donald Trump 
at his invitation and also attended the con-
ference of the Global Coalition to Counter 
Daesh. Trump and I discussed how to build 
upon the Strategic Framework Agreement 
our two countries had signed in 2008.

We ask the US to join us in urging the in-
ternational community to fulfil its funding 
pledges to secure and stabilise our commu-
nities and prevent Daesh and Al Qaida from 
reemerging. We also need US know-how 
and investment as we revive our economy 
and renew our democracy. In the spirit of 
our 2008 agreement, we want to engage in 
a partnership that involves political, diplo-

matic, defence, security, educational and 
cultural cooperation.

Over the past few years, military advisers 
from the US and other coalition countries 
have helped Iraqis turn around our armed 
forces so that we can fight and win our bat-
tles ourselves. Now, we ask Americans to as-
sist us as we restore our infrastructure and 
diversity and partially privatise our econ-
omy. We need US investment to rebuild 
our housing, hospitals, schools, sanitation 
facilities, roads, highways and bridges. We 
can also benefit from America’s technical 
expertise as we improve and expand our 
telecommunications, information technol-
ogy and health-care sectors. Iraq needs US 
financiers and corporate partners to help 
us develop agriculture, petrochemicals and 
other industries.

As Iraqis wind down the war and rebuild 
our communities and our economy, our 
challenges can be America’s opportunities. 
But, ultimately, we ourselves will write a 
new chapter in our history.

For more than half a century, we have 
endured a tyrannical dictatorship, interna-
tional isolation, three wars and ceaseless, 
senseless violence. When former president 
Saddam Hussain was overthrown, Iraqis re-
solved never to allow one man, one politi-
cal party or one segment of society to domi-
nate our diverse nation. Now we have the 
opportunity to build an Iraq worthy of what 
we are: A pluralist people, steeped in his-
tory, striving to build one nation in peace 

and mutual respect.
As prime minister, I have seen that most 

Iraqis want Iraq to succeed. First, we must 
finish the job of defeating Daesh militarily. 
With more than 200,000 Mosul residents 
displaced, along with more than three mil-
lion other Iraqis, we must restore public 
services and rebuild our infrastructure. We 
must reconcile our society across sectarian 
and ethnic lines. Houses of worship must 
be safe and sanctified. When all our citizens 
know that their voices are heard, their dig-
nity is respected and their needs are recog-
nised, we can then be sure that they will not 
turn to violence.

In a region whose sectarian divisions 
our own society strives to resist, Iraq must 
maintain friendly relations with all our 
neighbours, while preserving our sover-
eignty and ensuring that no neighbour ex-
ercises outside influence within our coun-
try. That is why we welcome America’s 
continued engagement, consistent with 
the Strategic Framework Agreement, and 
have strengthened our ties with our neigh-
bours, as exemplified by the recent visit to 
Baghdad by leaders and diplomats from 
throughout the Middle East.

We cannot stop senseless violence with-
out the rule of law and security forces that 
represent and respect every segment of so-
ciety. Our government strives to create an 
independent and impartial judiciary that 
applies the law without bias or favouritism. 
And we are incorporating into our security 

forces all Iraqis who have taken up arms to 
defend their families and communities.

But for our citizens to fight for the gov-
ernment, they need a government worth 
fighting for. In the midst of the war against 
Daesh, we have also waged war on corrup-
tion in civil and military institutions. Now 
that our nation is returning to peacetime, 
we need to resume the work of reducing the 
bloated bureaucracy, eliminating ethnic 
quotas and ceremonial positions, recruit-
ing qualified professionals and devolving 
decision-making and the delivery of servic-
es to local communities, where people can 
raise their voices and get results.

As we right-size government, we need to 
grow and diversify our economy, encourag-
ing entrepreneurship and foreign invest-
ment, privatising state-owned enterprises 
and reducing our reliance on oil. Earning 
a living peacefully is the best alternative to 
taking others’ lives violently.

Iraqis don’t want to kill each other, to 
get blown up when they walk outside their 
doors or to be taught to hate their neigh-
bours because of who they are or how they 
worship. Instead, we want what most of the 
world takes for granted: The opportunity to 
live in dignity and build better lives for our 
children. Together with our international 
partners, we are working to build a new 
Iraq, advancing this age-old dream. Ameri-
cans have built that kind of country. With 
their help and goodwill, so will we.
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As Iraqis wind down the war and rebuild their economy, their challenges can be America’s opportunities

BY FARHAN BOKHARI

An elaborate parade in Islamabad 
just this past week, to commemo-
rate Pakistan Day on March 23, 

said it all. The occasion is an annual cel-
ebration in remembrance of the historic 
event in 1940 when Muslims of British-
ruled colonial India formally chose to 
create a homeland of their own.

Pakistan’s journey of survival through 
a series of trials and tribulations was 
abundantly visible through the parade 
that stood out as a powerful reminder 
of the nation’s resilience and strength. 
An array of weapon systems on display 
for use by Pakistan’s land, naval and air 
forces amply highlighted the extent to 
which the country’s defensive capability 
has come of age.

The nuclear-armed nation’s half a 
million-strong armed forces personnel 
have repeatedly risen to defend Pakistan 
in times of crisis, including periods when 
foreign technology was denied. And yet, 
this capability on its own is hardly rele-
vant beyond just facilitating a temporary 
victory that must be subsequently but-
tressed with a host of follow-up actions. 
In recent years, a visibly dismal outlook 
surrounding Pakistan’s civilian struc-
tures has often prompted anxieties over 
the fate of such vital military successes. 
In spite of the pomp surrounding the 
March 23 event, Pakistan remains mired 
in a host of challenges.

The highlights of the parade itself in-
cluded the first-ever presence of troops 
from China’s land, naval and air services, 
who stood on display along side their 
Pakistani compatriots. China has been 
a time-tested friend of Pakistan, having 
come to the country’s aid in moments 

of crisis and international isolation. The 
aerial display by the Pakistan Air Force 
would have been incomplete without the 
presence of the JF-17 ‘Thunder’ fighter 
planes, jointly manufactured by China 
and Pakistan. Meanwhile, the Pakistan 
army’s main battle tank, Al Khalid, could 
not have been completed successfully 
without China’s assistance. 

And finally, the growing reach of the 
Pakistan navy is now clearly anchored on 
plans to purchase at least eight Chinese 
submarines, which will start arriving in 
about five years from now.

Ironically, however, the growing mili-
tary strength of Pakistan needs to be 
backed by undertaking hitherto incom-
plete economic reforms with a clearer 
focus on empowering those at the grass-
roots level.

 In sharp contrast to Pakistan’s clearly 
visible military strength, the country’s 
economy continues to suffer from ques-
tions over a number of variables.

While Pakistan’s accountant-turned-
politician Finance Minister Ishaq Dar 
often takes pride in presiding over a pe-
riod of robust economic revival, noth-
ing could be further from the truth. In 
recent months, the Karachi Stock Ex-
change or KSE has progressed with leaps 
and bounds, giving ammunition to the 
government’s case. And yet, a question 
worth asking is whether this is indeed 
evidence of a broader economic suc-
cess? Across Pakistan, almost one-third 

of the population is widely believed to 
continue living in abject poverty. In the 
past 18 months, a crash in Pakistan’s ag-
ricultural sector has effectively deprived 
between 50 to 60 per cent of the popula-
tion from a part of their incomes. 

That’s the estimated number of Paki-
stanis who are believed to depend di-
rectly or indirectly on agriculture as their 
main source of sustenance. Meanwhile, 
sluggish exports from Pakistan also in-
dicate a slowdown in its industrial pro-
duction. Taken together, these two sec-
tors — agriculture and industry — cater 
to the needs of at least 70 per cent of the 
country’s population.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif’s government appears to be lay-
ing the course for the next parliamentary 
elections due in 2018. Towards that end, 
the ruling structure is driven in part by 
questionable economic priorities such as 
dedication to populist schemes. 

Building roads and Metro buses to 
win votes has conveniently become the 
regime’s priority, notwithstanding their 
significance for Pakistan. In an ideal 
world, such development projects could 
well be justified if indeed Pakistan had 
the resources to afford them. However, 
Pakistan does not have that luxury.

At a time when the country’s water 
resources are depleting and Pakistan re-
mains surrounded by an unprecedented 
energy crisis, the government should fo-
cus on water storage facilities as one of 

its top objectives. Building dams may 
take longer than fancy bus services. But 
in the overall economic scheme of things, 
the priorities being pursued by the Sharif 
government will not yield economic divi-
dends to serve Pakistan’s best interests.

Amidst the questionable pursuit of 
priorities, Pakistan’s political system re-
mains apparently disconnected from the 
most pressing challenges faced by the 
country.

 Though it returned to full democratic 
rule in 2008, the federal and provincial 
legislatures are yet to show evidence of 
comprehensively debating the prevailing 
security challenges with a view to recom-
mending a comprehensive set of actions. 

As Pakistan’s politicians have practi-
cally twiddled their thumbs on the best 
way forward to tackle prevailing security 
challenges, the saving grace has indeed 
been the Pakistan army, which has taken 
back territory once occupied by mili-
tants. Pakistan’s armed forces may have 
equipped themselves to tackle the chal-
lenges faced by the country, but consoli-
dating that victory is vital to turn the tide 
in securing the country.

The March 23 parade may well provide 
a timely reminder of the success sto-
ries built with cooperation from China, 
which remains Pakistan’s closest friend. 
Going forward, China’s promise to invest 
more than $55 billion (Dh202.29 billion) 
in Pakistan’s infrastructure presents 
both an opportunity as well as a risk. 
While the opportunity is all too obvious, 
the risk will emerge from the failure of 
the ruling structure to reform Pakistan 
internally in a way that key challenges 
finally begin to be addressed.
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Pakistan needs to set its priorities right

HAIDER AL ABADI, PRIME MINISTER OF IRAQ

THE GOP’S 
EXISTENTIAL 
CRISIS
BY COREY ROBIN

Give Donald Trump this: His travel 
ban enraged only half the country. 
The House Republicans’ attempt 

to replace the Affordable Care Act, mean-
while, has alienated everyone, including 
members of the Republican Party itself.

The bill was supposed to go to a vote 
on Friday, but the leadership, facing a 
likely defeat, was forced to pull it when it 
became clear it didn’t have the necessary 
support. It was perhaps better off dead: Al-
ready a rushed, Rube Goldberg solution in 
search of a problem, by the time it neared 
the House floor it had so many compro-
mises woven into it to win votes that, even 
if it passed, it would have probably gone 
down in defeat in the Senate.

It’s not simply that Trump and the Re-
publicans are incompetent and inexperi-
enced, though they are: The overwhelm-
ing majority of the party’s congressional 
delegation wasn’t even in the House of 
Representatives when Barack Obama was 
first elected to the White House, and de-
spite his reputation as a savvy pol, Paul 
Ryan, who became House Speaker only in 
2015, has almost no record of legislative 
achievement. (In his time in the House, 
which he joined in 1999, he’s managed to 
get signed into law only three of the bills he 
originally sponsored.)

Nor is it that their time in the opposi-
tion has left the Republicans ill equipped 
to govern: After years of wandering 
in the wilderness, neither the Ronald 
Reagan administration nor George W. 
Bush’s people were at a loss, when sud-
denly given the keys to the castle, about 
what to do. And as demonstrated by the 
travel ban and the Republican division 
over Trump’s budget (despite its fulfill-
ing long-held conservative dreams), the 
meltdown over Obamacare repeal can’t 
be chalked up solely to the byzantine 
complexities of American health care.

The problem with these explanations, 
which many of Trump’s liberal critics 
have embraced, is that they stop at the 
personalities and policies, the misplaced 
priorities and tactics, of the current Re-
publican Party. But the confusion and in-
coherence over health care reflect a deep-
er impasse on the Right, one that will dog 
it no matter where it goes next — whether 
it’s a new assault on Obamacare, cutting 
popular federal programmes and agen-
cies, or many of the other major planks in 
the Republican agenda.

The Republicans began the year joyful: 
They now control the elected branches of 
the government at the federal level and 
in 25 states, and the legislatures of seven 
other states. This, they said, was their 
chance to fulfil their dreams on a range of 
issues, including repealing Obamacare. 
But a sizeable portion of the population 
now believes that health care is a funda-
mental good that the government should 
provide, and the rift between some of the 
House Republicans, who wanted to keep 
that basic commitment, and the House 
Freedom Caucus, which opposed it, ulti-
mately sank the bill.

This tension between aspiration and ac-
tuality, not just over health care but over a 
wide range of issues, is neither new nor pe-
culiar to the right. All movements and par-
ties experience it: For years, Britain’s Con-
servative Party was divided between its 
Thatcherite hard-liners and the so-called 
wets. But movements and parties in their 
ascendancy have an easier time finessing 
that tension. When confronting an enemy 
that controls the state or the terms of polit-
ical debate, insurgent movements are dis-
ciplined by the combination of their ambi-
tion and their weakness. Because they are 
in the minority, the movement’s true be-
lievers understand that their primary task 
is to win converts. That task forces them to 
cajole and confront, to engage and enter-
tain, the other side. If they win converts, if 
they see their movement grow, they’ll con-
fidently accept a temporary compromise 
with their newfound, perhaps softer allies 
as the price of power — and the promise of 
greater power to come. 
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Belarus is the latest thorn in Putin’s side
BY LEONID BERSHIDSKY

Belarussian President Alexander Lu-
kashenko is caught in the crossfire of 
a much larger battle. He’d like closer 

ties with the European Union (EU) and 
weaker ones with Russia, but the drift ap-
pears to be drawing popular protests driven 
by growing dissatisfaction with his repres-
sive policies and failed management of the 
economy.

Lukashenko, whom Condoleezza Rice 
had once short-sightedly called Europe’s 
last dictator, has always had more trouble 
than, say, Ukrainian leaders in trying to 
play Russia and Europe against each other. 
His regime was dependent on Russia for 
cheap natural gas and other indirect sub-
sidies, goodies came at the cost of hewing 
close to the Kremlin’s course.

But Lukashenko was mostly fine with 
the arrangement, sharing Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s autocratic instincts 
and tendency to see political opposi-
tion as enemies to be suppressed. He also 
knew Belarus’s state-dominated economic 
model wouldn’t survive broader exposure 
to Europe. Then Russia annexed Crimea 
in March, 2014, which sparked sanctions 
from the EU and the United States. Lu-
kashenko refused to back Putin’s move, 
fearing his small country would be next in 

line. When Moscow tried to punish the EU 
with counter-sanctions, Belarus was hardly 
in lockstep, happily serving as a fake coun-
try of origin for many European products. 
Last year, Belarus failed to agree with Rus-
sia on the price of gas and paid only half of 
what the Russian state supplier, Gazprom, 
demanded, accumulating more than $500 
million (Dh1.83 billion) in debt — about six 
weeks’ economic output.

In January, Lukashenko signed a decree 
allowing the citizens of 80 countries, in-
cluding Europeans and US citizens, to en-
ter Belarus without visas for five days. This 
was an attempt to raise tourist revenue in 
a shrinking economy, but the Kremlin re-
sponded by putting out a terse statement 
and setting up border checkpoints.

Anti-Kremlin European politicians, for 
their part, noticed with approval that Lu-
kashenko appeared to be in a liberalising 
mood. “Visa no longer needed to visit Be-
larus,” former Swedish prime minister Carl 
Bildt tweeted last week. “As fascinating as 
unknown. And obviously much to see.”

There is, however, a flip side to liber-
alisation. Last week, thousands of people 
— large numbers for notoriously passive 
Belarus — took to the streets throughout 
the country to protest a Lukashenko decree 
that imposed a tax on people who hadn’t 

worked for six months or more — a Soviet-
inspired revenue-boosting measure.

The regime has a history of violently sup-
pressing protest, but this year, sweeping 
violence was out of the question because it 
would disgust potential European partners. 
Lukashenko had the protest leaders briefly 
detained and suspended the offending de-
cree. It’s not clear whether this will have 
a dampening effect on further protests, 
scheduled for this week. Some opposition 
leaders are hopeful that the regime is be-
ginning to stumble.

“We are witnessing a systemic crisis,” one 
of them, Nikolai Statkevich, a retired colo-
nel and former political prisoner, told the 
anti-Lukashenko website Belorussky Parti-
san. “Russia used to pay for all the fun, but 
now it cannot keep paying more, and more 
is constantly needed because the efficiency 
of this kind of economy is falling. Russia 
demands more and more in exchange, and 
giving it up is already dangerous for Lu-
kashenko’s personal power.”

Lukashenko is increasingly paranoid. 
Last Tuesday, he announced that his se-
curity forces had detained “several dozen” 
armed militants who got into Belarus from 
their training camps in Ukraine and per-
haps Poland and Lithuania. The fighters, he 
claimed, had been trained and funded by 

his opponents who had fled the country for 
Eastern Europe.

The accusations against Eastern Euro-
pean states could be the beginning of an-
other pendulum swing away from Europe 
and towards Russia. Losing a known quan-
tity like Lukashenko would be a disaster for 
the Kremlin, especially if he’s replaced by a 
pro-European leader. But Russian money 
cannot keep putting out Lukashenko’s fires 
indefinitely. The tactic has failed Putin in 
Ukraine in 2014.

There is an old Russian joke about an 
experiment: A Russian, a Ukrainian and a 
Belarussian are told to sit on a chair that 
has a long sharp nail sticking out of it. The 
Russian sits down, jumps up cursing, kicks 
over the chair, hits the experimenter in the 
face. The Ukrainian leaps up, looks down 
at the chair, pulls out the nail and puts it in 
his pocket — it could come in handy. The 
Belarussian stays put. “Doesn’t it hurt?” the 
experimenter asks him. 

“I thought that was the whole point,” the 
Belarussian answers. But even this legend-
ary patience will eventually run out. Fur-
ther developments in Belarus are worth 
watching to see what lessons Putin has 
drawn from Ukraine, and whether popular 
discontent can thwart him again.
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Amidst the questionable pursuit of priorities, Pakistan’s 
political system remains apparently disconnected from 

the most pressing challenges faced by the country
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Dhaka, Mar 25 : At 
least three people were 
killed and 31 injured to-
day in two blasts when 
Islamist militants hurled 
explosives on people 
as army commandos 
stormed their hideout in 
Bangladesh's northeast-
ern Sylhet city following 
a 30-hour security siege. 
"Two civilians and a 
policeman have been 
killed in separate blasts 
outside the militant 
hideout," said Golam 
Kibria, commissioner of 
Sylhet Metropolitan Po-
lice. "Five of the injured 
are law enforcers," he 
told The Daily Star.

The first blast hap-
pened around 7:00 p.m. 
about 400 metres off 
the five-storey build-
ing where the militants 
were hiding. It targeted 

the huge crowd wit-
nessing the operation 
codenamed "Twilight" 
and policemen de-
ployed there as part of 
a cordon, killing two 
civilians. Another blast 
took place in front the 
hideout an hour later 
that killed the police-
man. "The Rapid Ac-
tion Battalion and 
armed policemen had 
replaced onlookers at 
the first blast site when 
the second attack hap-
pened," an eyewitness .

The injured have 
been admitted to hos-

pitals, officials said. 
The first blast occurred 
shortly after an army 
spokesman hinted that 
the commandos were 
set for the final assault 
on the extremists, af-
ter they had evacuated 
the building of the resi-
dents with the help of 
firefighters and other 
officials. The militants 
are said to have spread 
across the building and 
planted Improvised 
Explosive Devices as 
traps, contrary to earlier 
reports they had taken 
over only the ground 

floor. Authorities were 
yet to hold a briefing 
for the media after the 
blasts. But Brigadier 
General Fakhrul Ahsan 
has said the number of 
militants holed up is not 
yet confirmed.

When asked about 
how long the com-
mando operation could 
take, he said: "It is the 
commander of the op-
eration, who will decide 
how it will be conducted 
or when it could end." 
Sylhet-based 17 Infantry 
Division's Major Gen-
eral Anwarul Momen is 
leading the operation, 
a military spokesman 
said, which was as-
sisted by police's SWAT 
and counter-terrorism 
units. The elite Rapid 
Action Battalion is also 
involved.

Dhaka, March 25 (IANS) 
The Islamic State has 
taken responsibility for a 
blast in front of a police 
box at the entrance to 
Dhaka's Shahjalal Inter-
national Airport, describ-
ing it as a "suicide attack". 
Terrorism monitoring 
group SITE Intelligence 
tweeted that the militant 
group's mouthpiece Amaq 

news agency reported 
the "suicide bombing" in 
the Bangladesh capital 
near the airport on Friday 
night, in which the bomb-
er was killed. 

"For the 2nd time in one 
week, #ISIS claimed a sui-
cide bombing in the #Ban-
gladesh capital #Dhaka, 
the latest targeting a police 
checkpoint," SITE said in 

another Twitter message. 
An airport police officer 
ha d initially said it was a 
"suicide attack", but Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police later 
ruled it out as an attack of 
that nature, Bdnews24 re-
ported. DMP Commissioner 
Asaduzzaman Mia said that 
it is suspected that the man 
was carrying a bomb in the 
bag.

Israel-Gaza border 
crossing closed

Gaza, March 26 (IANS) The Palestinian Islamist movement Hamas 
on Sunday shut down the only passageway between the Gaza Strip 
and Israel following the assassination of one of the group's senior 
commanders. Last week, unidentified gunmen in Gaza opened fire 
at Mazen Fuqaha, a Hamas leader who had been released from an 
Israeli jail under the prisoner exchange agreement between the Is-
lamist movement and Israel in 2011, Efe news reported.  The Erez 
border crossing is the only land crossing between Gaza and Israel, 
allowing the movement of Palestinians and foreigners, mainly hu-
manitarian workers, reporters and diplomats. This is the first time 
Hamas has closed the crossing since taking over Gaza in 2007. "The 
closure of the Beit Hanoun crossing (Erez) comes as part of the steps 
being taken by the security apparatus following the crime of assas-
sinating Fuqaha," Hamas spokesman Iyad Bazm said in a statement. 
Hamas blamed Israel for Fuqaha's killing and said: "The occupation 
knows that the blood of those struggling in the way of God will not 
be wasted." The Erez border crossing is the only land crossing be-
tween Gaza and Israel, allowing the movement of Palestinians and 
foreigners, mainly humanitarian workers, reporters and diplomats. 
This is the first time Hamas has closed the crossing since taking over 
Gaza in 2007.

$100,000 given to 
American who tried 

saving Indians
Washington, March 26 (IANS) The Indian American community in 

Houston has presented $100,000 to Ian Grillot, a 24-year-old American 
who was shot while trying to save Indian techies Srinivas Kuchibotla 
and Alok Madasani during a shooting in Kansas. The Indian Ambassa-
dor to the US, Navtej Sarna, presented the cheque to Grillot at the an-
nual India House gala in Houston on Saturday evening, The American 
Bazaar news portal reported. Kuchibhotla, 32, was killed when Adam 
W. Purinton, a white man, shot the Indians at the Austins Bar and Grill 
in Olathe on February 22. Madasani and Grillot, who tried to stop the 
killer, survived with injuries. A statement posed on the official page of 
India House Houston said: "On behalf of the Indian-American com-
munity in Houston, India House recognised this selfless act beyond 
the call of duty and has extended the community's gratitude to Ian 
Grillot by helping him to buy a house." Speaking at the event, Grillot 
said: "I don't know if I could've lived with myself if I wouldn't t have 
stopped or attempted to stop the shooter because that would've been 
completely devastating. "I do now have a very powerful message and 
if I can help empower people and spread hope and love, then why 
not?  "I am honoured to be at India House that serves so many fami-
lies from so many communities in the Houston area,"

One killed in US 
nightclub shooting

Washington, March 26 (IANS) At least one person was killed and 13 
others were injured in a shooting early on Sunday at a nightclub in the 
US, police said. Authorities were called to the Cameo Night Club on 
Kellogg Avenue in Cincinnati, the city's WLWT5 news reported. The 
police did not provide any further information.

'Pakistan's ties 
with China not a 
zero-sum game'

Washington, March 26 (IANS) Islamabad's ties with Beijing and its 
efforts to forge closer relations with Moscow will not have an adverse 
effect on its partnership with Washington, Pakistan's Ambassador to 
the US Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry has said. In his first interaction with 
the media on Friday, the new envoy said Pakistan's decision to reach 
out to other nations in the region and its "close historic relations with 
China should not be seen as a zero-sum game for any country".

Chaudhry said Islamabad wanted close ties with the Trump admin-
istration as both nations shared mutual goal of defeating Islamic State 
militant group, Dawn online reported. He said Pakistan's strategic 
role acted as "a bridge" between the US and China.

The creation of Pakistan-China economic zone was already attract-
ing investment interest from the US and Europe, he said. 

The ambassador said Pakistan's overtures towards Russia were 
aimed at preserving Islamabad's regional interests.

LONDON Mar 26 : 
Britain risks looking 
as though it has put 
defense and trade ties 
with Turkey ahead of 
human rights concerns 
as it pushes to secure a 
closer relationship with 
Ankara, a committee 
of lawmakers said on 
Saturday. The warning 
comes as Prime Min-
ister Theresa May pre-
pares to begin negotiat-
ing Britain’s exit from 
the EU — enacting a de-
cision made at a refer-
endum last year which 
has forced the govern-
ment to seek new allies 
and trading partners.

May and senior min-
ister have visited Tur-
key this year to discuss 
tightening security coop-
eration to prevent Daesh 
militants in neighboring 

Syria reaching Europe, 
and how to boost lucra-
tive sales of defense sys-
tems to Ankara. But a 
committee of British law-
makers who visited Tur-
key to investigate bilat-
eral relations, expressed 
concern at the direction 
of the diplomatic push. 
“Our impression has 
been of two countries 
that share interests more 
than they share values, 
and the UK risks being 
perceived as de-priori-
tising its concern for hu-
man rights in its drive to 
establish a ‘strategic’ re-
lationship with Turkey,” 
the report by the Foreign 
Affairs Committee said. 
Turkey’s own relation-
ship with the EU, a bloc 
it has been moving at a 
snail’s pace toward join-
ing for decades.

Indian-Americans raise USD 
100,000 for Kansas survivor

Pakistan starts 
building fence along 

Afghan border

Houston, Mar 26 : A 24-year-
old American, who took a 
bullet for an Indian, has been 
honoured as 'A True American 
Hero' by the Indian-American 
community in Houston which 
raised USD 100,000 to help 
him buy a house in his home-
town Kansas. Ian Grillot, who 
was injured when he tried to 
intervene in the shooting by 
a Navy veteran targetting In-
dians at a bar in Olathe, Kan-
sas last month, was honoured 
as 'A True American Hero' at 
the 14th annual gala of India 
House Houston here. Srinivas 
Kuchibhotla, 32, was killed 
and his colleague Alok Ma-
dasani was critically injured in 
the shooting. 

"On behalf of the Indian-
American community in Hous-
ton, India House recognised 
this selfless act beyond the 
call of duty and has extended 
the community’s gratitude to 
Ian Grillot by helping him to 
buy a house," said a statement 

posted on the India House 
Houston Facebook page. India 
House raised USD 100,000 as 
part of an initiative supported 
by the Consul General of India 
in Houston Dr. Anupam Ray 
to help Ian buy a house in his 
hometown, it said. India's Am-
bassador to the US Navtej Sarna 
handed over a cheque of USD 
100,000 to Ian. "I don't know if 
I could've lived with myself if I 

wouldn’t have stopped or at-
tempted to stop the shooter 
because that would’ve been 
completely devastating. "I do 
now have a very powerful mes-
sage and if I can help empower 
people and spread hope and 
love, then why not? I am hon-
ored to be at India House that 
serves so many families from 
so many communities in the 
Houston area," Ian said.

ISLAMABAD Mar 26 : 
Pakistan on Sunday said 
it has started building a 
fence along the Afghan 
border in areas where it 
militants have launched 
cross-border attacks on 
security posts in recent 
weeks. Building a fence 
along the disputed bor-
der could further height-
en tensions between the two 
countries, which have long 
accused each other of turn-
ing a blind eye to Islamic 
militants operating along the 
porous frontier.

Gen. Qamar Javed Bajwa, 
the head of Pakistan’s armed 
forces, announced the con-
struction of fencing in “high 

threat zones” Saturday dur-
ing a visit to tribal regions 
along the border, saying it 
was in the interest of both 
countries. The two coun-
tries share a 2,400-kilometer 
(1,500-mile) border known as 
the Durand Line, which was 
drawn during colonial times 
and is not recognized by the 
Afghan government.

Police officers detain a man during an unauthorized anti-
corruption rally in central Moscow on Sunday.

UK push for trade 
with Turkey con-
cerns lawmakers

Ian Grillot, who was injured when he tried to intervene in 
the shooting by a Navy veteran targetting Indians at a bar in 
Olathe, Kansas last month, was honoured as 'A True Ameri-

can Hero' at the 14th annual gala of India House Houston here.

Prove you are 
‘leaders of Europe,’ 

Tusk tells Rome 
summit

Philipippine President Rodrigo Duterte talks  to Vice President Leni Robredo 
during police graduation ceremony in camp castaneda on Friday.

ROME Mar 26 : EU President Donald Tusk 
called for leadership to steer Europe out of cri-
sis at a special summit in Rome on Saturday to 
mark the 60th anniversary of the bloc’s found-
ing treaties. “Prove today that you are the lead-
ers of Europe, that you can care for this great 
legacy we inherited from the heroes of Euro-
pean integration 60 years ago,” former Polish 
Prime Minister Tusk said in a speech. “Europe 
as a political entity will either be united, or will 
not be at all.” Twenty-seven leaders are meet-
ing without British Prime Minister Theresa May 
to celebrate the signing of the EU’s founding 
Treaty of Rome on March 25, 1957. Britain’s de-
cision to leave the bloc is one of a host of crises 
facing an increasingly divided EU, along with 
migration, the economy, terrorism and the rise 
of populist and nationalist parties. 

Tusk said the bloc should look back to 
its founding principles, rather than get 
distracted by controversial plans to let EU 
countries integrate at different speeds that 
the leaders are set to endorse in a special 
declaration in Rome.

Bangladesh: 3 killed, 31 injured as 
commandos storm militants' den

No surprise: Beijing’s pick Lam chosen as Hong Kong leader

World Snippets
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Jindal keen to snap up 
troubled steel companies 

for expansion
Jaigad: March 26 JSW Steel is keen to capitalise on the stress in 

the sector by acquiring distressed alloy companies so that it can 
expand its capacity faster, a top official has said.

“We are looking at distressed companies for acquisition,” JSW 
Steel Chairman Sajjan Jindal told a select group of mediapersons 
at an event here to commission the group’s port project over the 
weekend. He was replying to a question on whether his company 
would be looking at acquiring distressed steel companies like Mon-
net or Bhushan Steel.

 “JSW is in a position to consolidate this industry. 
And in case, anywhere in the world, if steel industry has to re-

main consolidated, there cannot be too many players,” Jindal said. 
He said the steel sector is “passing through a difficult phase” with 
companies facing problems due to a collapse in prices following the 
2008 financial crisis from which the global economy is yet to come 
out. The billionaire industrialist, however, hinted that the worst is 
behind the steel makers with a recent surge in demand and prices, 
which is reflected in the numbers showing a jump in exports. “I 
wouldn’t say the problems are behind us fully, but as of today the 
industry is doing well,” he said. Jindal also thanked the Finance and 
Commerce ministries for measures, like anti-dumping duties and 
minimum support price, taken over the past year which have all 
helped the sector. It can be noted that the sector is one of the most 
stressed leaving banks with a pile of dud assets. 

In some cases, banks have replaced the management after re-
vamping their loans and converting their debt into equity, and then 
finding for buyers. Stating that it is up to the Finance Ministry and 
the banks to decide on the future course of action on bad loans, 
Jindal underlined the need for adopting a “transparent” process to 
deal with bad assets. 

“There has to be a transparent process, through which a new bid-
der should be found and allowed to take over and run the plant ef-
ficiently so that banks would not be forced to take more haircuts,” 
he said. Jindal said such a step can ensure that this crucial indus-
try can move forward and start building capacities. JSW Steel is on 
course to achieve its 40 million tonne capacity expansion by 2025 
from the present 18 mtpa, he said. “All the plans are on track to 
achieving the goal of having 40 mtpa capacity,” he said. 

Aditya Puri features in 
world’s 30 best CEOs list by 

Barron’s
Mumbai: March 26 HDFC Bank managing director Aditya Puri’s 

name has featured in the list of world’s 30 best CEOs, published by 
American financial magazine Barron’s.

“Puri, 66, has transformed HDFC Bank from a start-up into one 
of the world’s highest-quality banks, generating eye-popping re-
turns by maintaining lending standards while expanding beyond 
corporate loans into a full-service retail bank,” Barron’s said.

According to the magazine, a 2014 trip to Silicon Valley made 
Puri a digital evangelist. In hallmark style, the banker swiftly set out 
to remake India’s second-largest private-sector bank into the digi-
tal spot for anything money-related, it said. 

“That’s proving to be a bigger competitive advantage than even 
he imagined, as India’s surprise demonetisation in November, 
which voided 86 per cent of the country’s cash, catapulted demand 
for digital payments,” Barron’s said.

Kathmandu, March 26 
(IANS) The Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) will allow ex-
change of up to Rs 4,500 in 
banned Indian currency 
notes to each Nepali na-
tional, a visiting team of the 
Indian central bank here 
hinted on Sunday.

The Indian proposal has 
sent waves of nervousness 
among the Nepali public as 
India had earlier allowed 
Nepali citizens to possess 
up to Indian Rs 25,000 each.

An RBI team led by Dipali 
Pant Joshi, executive direc-
tor, RBI, held talks with a 
Nepali team, led by Nepal 
Rastra Bank (NRB) Deputy 
Governor Chintamani Si-
wakoti, in Kathmandu and 
offered to provide exchange 
facilities up to INR 4,500 in 
banned Indian currency 
notes and gave one week’s 
window to complete the ex-
change formalities.

However, the Nepali side 
has been pushing to arrange 
facilities up to Indian Rs 
25,000 which was earlier al-
lowed to a Nepali citizen to 
hold legally.

If the Indian side remains 
adamant over the decision, 
many people who possess 
banned Indian rupee notes 
would suffer badly.

After both sides stated 

their respective positions, 
the next meeting has been 
scheduled for Monday, said 
officials at Nepal Rastra 
Bank, the central bank of 
Nepal.

Similarly, the Nepali side 
has conveyed to the RBI 
team that it is also impossi-
ble to exchange banned In-
dian notes within a week as 
the Nepali side is yet to con-
duct inventory of banned 
Indian bills possessed by 
Nepalis.

In response, the RBI team 
said it was ready to ex-
change Indian notes held 
with Nepali banking and 
financial institutions imme-
diately but currency notes 
held by individuals should 
be exchanged through the 
banking system.

The Indian delegation ar-
rived in Kathmandu on Sat-
urday to hold discussions 
on extending exchange 
facilities to Nepalis who 
are holding banned Indian 
banknotes of Rs 500 and Rs 
1,000 denominations.

This is the second time 
that the Indian team has vis-
ited Nepal to hold talks on 
allowing exchange facilities 
to Nepalis holding demon-
etised Indian bank notes.

Earlier, the Indian team 
had expressed fears about 

Nepal being used as a 
“clearing house” to channel 
illegally amassed banknotes 
into the Indian financial 
system.

The Indian government’s 
November 8 move to de-
monetise Rs 500 and 1,000 
bank notes has caused in-
convenience to many Ne-
palis, especially daily-wage 
earners and labourers work-
ing in India, and those visit-
ing the neighbouring coun-
try for medical treatment, 
studies and purchasing 
goods from Indian markets 

in border areas.
Nepal’s central bank has 

been claiming that its finan-
cial system is holding Indian 
Rs 33.6 million at various 
banks and financial institu-
tions besides NRB itself.

But the actual stock of 
banned Indian notes is ex-
pected to be much higher 
because Nepalis were pre-
viously allowed to carry In-
dian bank notes of Rs 500 
and Rs 1,000 denominations 
amounting to Indian Rs 
25,000.

Also, those residing in ar-

eas bordering India usually 
keep Indian notes of higher 
denominations as they have 
to visit Indian markets fre-
quently to buy essential 
commodities.

(Anil Giri can be contact-
ed at girianil@gmail.com)

But the actual stock of 
banned Indian notes is ex-
pected to be much higher 
because Nepalis were pre-
viously allowed to carry In-
dian bank notes of Rs 500 
and Rs 1,000 denominations 
amounting to Indian Rs 
25,000.

Exchange of Rs 4,500 in old notes allowed
 in Nepal: RBI

Shenzhen (China), March 26 
(IANS) The three-week Belt and 
Road International Music Festival 
began in China’s Shenzhen’s city 
on Saturday.

More than 700 musicians of 12 
art-troupes from nearly 30 coun-
tries and regions will stage 16 

concerts at the music carnival, 
which ends on April 16, Xinhua 
news agency reported. 

China has been seen fiercely 
promoting its ambitious Belt and 
Road project, which will connect 
Asia with Europe. The plan was 
proposed by Chinese President Xi 
Jinping in 2013. 

The festival, co-hosted by the 
government of Shenzhen and 
Chinese Musicians’ Association, 
aims to showcase the music of the 
countries along the Belt and Road 
and to strengthen the friendship 
of the people, said the organisers 

of the event.
More than 1,500 people attend-

ed Saturday’s opening. 
The performances ranged from 

suona solo “A Hundred Birds 
Worshipping the Phoenix”, to aria 
“Habanera” from Bizet’s opera 
“Carmen”, to the choral finale of 
Beethoven’s “Symphony No.9”.

even
China has been seen fiercely 

promoting its ambitious Belt and 
Road project, which will connect 
Asia with Europe. The plan was 
proposed by Chinese President Xi 
Jinping in 2013. 

Belt and Road music festival 
opens in ChinaRoorkee, March 26 (IANS) Finan-

cial literacy and awareness about 
digital transactions is paramount 
in rural India to make the cash-
less economy a reality, executives 
of mobile wallet-provider services 
said here at a panel discussion.

In the on-going three-day tech 
festival at IIT Roorkee, the panel 
discussed the effects of demon-
etisation, use of mobile wallets and 
digital transactions in rural India.

“Illiterate people do not know 
how to use digital transactions, 
though they know how to use a 
smartphone. But we are trying to 
spread financial literacy,” Head 
(Enterprise, Sales and Strategy) of 
Mobikwik Atul Mehta said.

Mehta added that people in large 
numbers were using mobile wallets 
following demonetisation. 

Vice President of Reliance Jio 
Money Karthik Nandyal said finan-
cial awareness was an on-going 
process and it would take some 
time to reach every part of rural In-
dia. 

He cited examples of other coun-
tries where cashless economy was 
functional and said that India can 
also make it possible.

The panelists said that even after 
demonetisation, there were parts of 

rural India where there was no con-
cept of banking. 

“Post-demonetisation, though 
there has been some awareness but 
more needs to be done. Banking 
system in rural areas will help ag-
gregating the capital for productiv-
ity purposes,” Mehta said.

On how secure the digital trans-
actions were, Professor Emeritus of 
Management Studies at IIT Roor-
kee Vinay Kumar Nangia said there 
were lapses in security aspects and 
there was a need to enhance the se-
curity architecture.

Though the National Payments 
Corporation of India (NPCI) as-
sured earlier this week that there 
is “no vulnerability of loopholes” 
reported in Bharat Interface for 
Money (BHIM) or the Unified Pay-

ments Interface (UPI) applications, 
Nangia said that BHIM was not a 
forensically tested app. 

“It cannot handle the load as it is 
expected. There is a danger,” Nan-
gia said.

However, Mehta argued that the 
digital payments through mobile 
wallets was safe and they were 
working on making the transac-
tions more secure. 

IIT Roorke Director Ajit Kumar 
Chaturvedi told IANS that the cam-
pus was an example of cashless 
transactions as most of the vendors 
inside the institute used e-wallets. 
He said the campus also hopes to 
spread awareness among other 
people outside the campus so that 
cashless economy becomes a real-
ity.

Awareness about digital transactions 
must for cashless economy

Surat, March 26 (IANS) Low-
cost carrier SpiceJet on Sunday 
launched its daily direct Delhi-Su-
rat-Delhi service with a traditional 
flag-off and lamp lighting ceremony 
at Surat airport, the airlines said.

The new flight is in line with the 
emphasis being laid on “regional 
connectivity”, SpiceJet said in a re-
lease here.

“The new flight is part of en-
hanced summer schedule and will 
augment its connectivity in the do-
mestic sector,” it said.

The flight was inaugurated by 
Minister of State for Civil Aviation 
Jayant Sinha, who was accompa-
nied by SpiceJet Chairman Ajay 
Singh, along with others, on board 
the Boeing 737-800 aircraft in the 

flight from Delhi to Surat. 
“SpiceJet is proud to connect Su-

rat, one of the fastest growing cit-
ies of the country with the national 
capital. Our twice daily flights will 
offer immense flexibility to the cor-
porate and leisure travellers on the 
SpiceJet network,” Singh said in 
the statement. The new flight was 
greeted with the traditional water 
cannon salute after it landed at Su-
rat airport, the release said.

The first boarding pass was 
handed over to the first passenger 
at Surat Airport, it added.

SpiceJet starts Delhi-Surat 
daily service

San Francisco, March 26 
(IANS) While Apple’s retail team 
is currently remodelling all its 
stores, the company expanded 
its reach with three new stores 
in China, Germany and the US.

More than 350 store employ-
ees at the new stores in Nanjing 
(China), Cologne (Germany) and 
Miami (US) welcomed thou-
sands of customers at the grand 
openings.

“Each store complements the 
local architecture, from the re-
stored facade in Schildergasse to 
the 90-by-30-foot glass entryway 
of Apple Nanjing,” the company 
said in a statement on Saturday.

For the first time in each city, 
customers can explore The Fo-
rum -- a place where the lo-
cal community can gather and 
learn. 

All the three stores also feature 
The Boardroom -- a space for lo-
cal entrepreneurs, developers 
and business customers to get 
hands-on advice and training.

On March 12, Apple reopened 
its store in St. Johns Town Cen-
ter in Florida -- the 35th store 
company updated to its latest 
design in the US.

Apple opened its first store on 
May 15, 2001, at the Tysons Cor-
ner Center mall, Virginia.“Each 
store complements the local 
architecture, from the restored 
facade in Schildergasse to the 
90-by-30-foot glass entryway of 
Apple Nanjing,” the company 
said in a statement on Saturday.

Apple opens new stores in 
China, Germany
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IND V AUS : Lyon leads Australia’s comeback on see-saw day
DHARAMSALA   MARCH 26  (IANS) 

:  Bounce giveth, and bounce taketh away. 
Nathan Lyon took his opportunity to use the 
extra vertical lift available in Dharamsala 
and work his way through India’s middle 
order, but a pair of dropped catches from 
Matt Renshaw at either end of the day 
prevented Australia from getting full reward 
from their toil on the second day of the 
fourth Test.

The pitch offered more bounce to the 
touring bowlers than at any other time in the 
series, while Dharamsala’s altitude helped 
the ball swing more or less all day. Lyon duly 
adjusted his approach to seek maximum 
overspin, and in a long spell after tea claimed 
four wickets to reduce India’s chances of 
building a substantial lead. It might have 
been even better for Australia, were it not for 

Renshaw at first slip failing to react in time 
to a KL Rahul edge while the ball was still 
new in the first hour, then making a mess of 
a more straightforward chance offered up 
by Wriddhiman Saha in Pat Cummins’ first 
over with the second new ball. Cummins’ 
anguished reaction underlined how hard he 
and Josh Hazlewood had toiled, in defence 
of a total that has left the game open to 
either side with three days remaining.

Rahul and Cheteshwar Pujara played 
India’s most substantial innings’, while the 
stand-in captain Ajinkya Rahane offered 
an approach of polar opposites - attacking 
the pacemen and offering a dead bat to the 
spinners. Pujara had seemed capable of 

emulating his Ranchi effort, but fell prey to 
Lyon’s bounce shortly after tea as Australia’s 
No. 1 offspinner found lovely rhythm to 
pose questions to all comers.

India 248 for 6 (Rahul 60, Pujara 57, Lyon 4-67) trail 
Australia 300 by 52 runs

NEW DELHI   MARCH 26  (IANS) 
:  Former India captain Rahul Dravid 
reportedly finds himself in a situation 
where he must choose either Indian 
Premier League franchise Delhi Daredevils 
or continue his association with the BCCI 
under the capacity of India A and U-19 
teams’ head coach.

According to a report in the Indian 
Express, BCCI is preparing new contracts 
which will be in tune with the Supreme 
Court judgement on the cricket board’s 
constitution. To avoid issues arising out 
of conflict of interests, the Committee of 
Administrators (CoA) will offer contracts 
for a period of one year (12 months) from 
the next season.

Currently, Dravid is associated with both 
the BCCI and Delhi Daredevils (mentor). 
He is contracted to the BCCI for 10 months 
and with Daredevils for two months. This 
is where the bone of contention lies - he 
cannot work for the club when associated 
with the national teams.

The English daily quoted a BCCI source 
as saying that Dravid has no problem with 
the new arrangement and the board will 
compensate him by paying what he was 
earning via his association with the IPL 
and increasing his responsibilities within 
the national setup.

IPL or country: 
What will Rahul 
Dravid choose?

Roger  Federer, Wawrinka advance in Miami
MIAMI  MARCH 26   (IANS) : Roger 

Federer survived a brave challenge from 
American qualifier Frances Tiafoe before 
emerging with a 7-6 (7/2) 6-3 victory as he 
got his Miami Open title bid underway on 
Saturday.

Tiafoe, ranked 101st in the world, 
struggled against Federer’s serve but was 
strong on his own and forced a first set tie-
break in which the Swiss came out on top. 

The 19-year-old son of immigrants from 
Sierra Leone then broke Federer’s serve in 
the first game of the second set only for the 
18-times Grand Slam winner to break back 
twice and run out a comfortable winner in 
the end. 

Federer is in fine form having clinched 
the Australian Open and Indian Wells so 
far this year and extended his record to 14-
1. The 35-year-old is looking for his third 
Miami title following wins in 2005 and 
2006. Reigning US Open champion Stan 

Wawrinka got off to a solid start, beating 
Argentina’s Horacio Zeballos 6-3, 6-4 at 
Crandon Park on Saturday. 

In the absence of Andy Murray and 
Novak Djokovic, the top two ranked players 
in the world, Wawrinka is the number one 
seed and is fired up after reaching the final 
at Indian Wells last week, where he was 
beaten by Federer.

“I’m playing better tennis. I feel that I’m 
playing good here. I took the confidence 
from Indian Wells. So let’s see... When I’m 
playing well, when I am confident with my 
game, I know I can beat anybody,” said 
Wawrinka, who turns 32 on Tuesday.

“It has been quite tough conditions these 
last few days here. Raining, really windy 
today. It’s really windy on the court, so it’s 
never easy. I’m happy the way I was moving, 
the way I was playing, and my attitude 
in general was really positive,” added 
Wawrinka, who next faces Tunisia’s Malek 

Jaziri, a 6-3, 4-6, 6-3 winner over Spain’s 
Feliciano Lopez.

Force India fail 
to make Q3 in 
Australian GP 

qualifying
MELBOURNE   MARCH 26  (IANS) : 

Force India's Sergio Perez and Esteban 
Ocon set the 11th and 14th fastest 
time in qualifying of the Formula One 
season-opening Australian Grand Prix 
here on Saturday. 

Perez narrowly missed out on Q3 with 
the best time of 1:25.081 while Ocon, in 
his first race for the team, was almost 
half a second slower than his more 
experienced teammate.

The Mexican, however, was 
reprimanded by the stewards for not 
adhering to FIA guidelines.

"The Stewards heard from the driver, 
Sergio Perez and Team Representative 
and determined that he did exceed 
the time specified by the FIA in Event 
Document 10 by slightly more than 4 
seconds and was not impeded by any 
other driver and therefore was driving 
unnecessarily slowly in violation of Art.

 27.4 of the FIA Formula One Sporting 
Regulations," read a statement from the 
stewards.

Kerber, Venus advance to third round at 
windy Miami Open

MIAMI  MARCH 26   (IANS) :  American 
Venus Williams and Germany's Angelique 
Kerber both advanced in windy conditions 
at the Miami Open tennis tournament, 
earning victories in second-round matches 
that ended in the wee hours of Saturday.

With strong gusts making every rally an 
adventure and forcing her to play more 
defensively than usual, the 11th-seeded 
Williams leveraged her experience and 
greater consistency to secure a 6-4, 6-3 
victory over Brazil's Beatriz Haddad Maia, 
reports Efe.

The seven-time Grand Slam champion 
went up an early break only to hand it back 
when she sent a forehand sailing well over 
the baseline.

Venus committed nine double faults in 
the match and looked tentative because of 
the conditions, yet she notched a crucial 
service hold to go up 5-4 and then finished 
off the first set with a forehand winner in the 
next game.

In the second set, Venus went up 4-2 when 
Haddad sent a backhand long and then held 
for 5-2 with a swinging volley winner.

Serving at 5-3, Venus went down 0-30 
but she battled back and earned a match 
point with an unreturnable serve and then 
sealed the victory with a curling ace that 

clipped the line.  "It wasn't easy out there. 
The wind felt like a gale force," Williams 
said before praising her 166th-ranked 

opponent. "I'm very impressed with her 
game and determination, and that will 
take her very far." 

Next up for Venus in the third round will 
be Romanian qualifier Patricia Maria Tig, 
who upset 22nd-ranked Frenchwoman 
Kristina Mladenovic 7-6 (7-4), 6-2 on Friday.

Just minutes after Venus' match finished, 
German world No. 1 and top seed Angelique 
Kerber wrapped up a 7-6 (7-3), 6-2 victory 
over China's Duan Ying-ying.

Kerber's consistency was also the key 
factor as she dominated the baseline rallies 
that ensued when Duan missed her first 
serve, winning 19 of the Chinese player's 24 
second-serve points.

Kerber also commented on the difficult 
conditions.

“It is windy and it’s really late, actually,” 
she said in her on-court interview. “I’m very 
happy about my win. It’s always tough to 
play your first match here, especially with 
these conditions.”

Kerber will square off in the third round 
against American Shelby Rogers, who 
topped Russian No. 31 seed Daria Kasatkina 
6-4, 5-7, 6-0. In men’s singles action Friday, 
Spain’s Rafael Nadal began his quest for his 
first Miami Open title by defeating Israel’s 
Dudi Sela 6-3, 6-4.

India draw with Chile 2-2 
ahead of Women's HWL

WEST VANCOUVER MARCH 26   
(IANS) : The Indian women's team drew 
with Chile 2-2 in a closely-fought first 
match here on a cold evening ahead of 
the all-important Women's Hockey World 
League Round 2.

It was Chile who got off to a positive start 
with an 18th minute field goal by Agustina 
Venegas to take a 1-0 lead. It didn’t help 
India’s cause when Renuka Yadav was 
handed a green card only a minute before 
Chile converted the goal. But India held 
their nerves to score an equalizer in the 
35th minute. Anupa Barla was responsible 
for the team’s first goal through a successful 

penalty corner. Almost immediately, 
Vandana Katariya scored a stunning field 
goal in the 36th minute to give them a 2-1 
lead. Though the Indian team led by Ritu 
Rani put up a good defence to restrict 
Chile from the striking circle, a foot-foul 
led to Chile being awarded a penalty 
corner. Agustina Venegas made complete 
use of the opportunity to successfully 
convert the PC in the 53rd minute to draw 
the match 2-2.

India will next meet Canada in their 
next match before they begin their World 
League Round 2 campaign on April 1 
against Uruguay in their Pool A encounter.

HIGHLIGHTS
Chile scored an 18th minute field goal but India equalised in 
the 35th. A minute later, Vandana Katariya scored a stunning 

field goal to give India a 2-1 lead.
India will next meet Canada next before they begin their 

World League Round 2 campaign on April 1.

Frank Fredericks steps aside from IAAF 
role, says Sebastian Coe

KAMPALA MARCH 26   (IANS) : Frank 
Fredericks has temporarily stepped 
aside from his duties on the IAAF 
Council pending the results of an ethics 
investigation, the governing body`s 
President Sebastian Coe said on Saturday.

Fredericks, an International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) member, has not 
resigned from his position but will 
not attend the world athletics ruling 
body`s council meeting in London next 
month, Coe said. The Namibian is being 
investigated by the IOC ethics panel 
regarding an alleged payment he received 
from a now-banned athletics official 
before the 2016 Olympics was awarded to 

Rio de Janeiro. 
"I have spoken to him (Fredericks) 

regularly since this issue came out and 
he decided to step away from all this as 
he needs time to sort all this," Coe told 
reporters before Sunday`s world cross 
country championships in Uganda.

"He also indicated that he will not 
attend the Council meeting in London."

 Fredericks, a former sprinter who won 
four Olympic silver medals at the 1992 and 
1996 Games, has denied any wrongdoing 
following the allegations published by 
French newspaper Le Monde.

He stepped down this month as head of 
the team evaluating bids to host the 2024 

Olympics. The IAAF has been plagued by 
alleged doping and bribery controversies 
in recent years and Coe said earlier this 
week that he could not be certain that 
further officials would not be indicted.

 Frank Fredericks has temporarily stepped aside from his duties on the IAAF Council pending the results 
of an ethics investigation, the governing body`s President Sebastian Coe said on Saturday.
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Birthday girl Aneri 
Vajani of Beyhadh reacts 
on link-up rumours and 

‘marriage’ with Kunal 
Jaisingh

Whether it was Nisha Aur Uske Cousins or now 
Beyhadh, Aneri Vajani is one actress who believes in 
leaving an impact. She got mixed reactions as Saanjh 
in season one of Beyhadh, her comeback in a hotter 
form has been appreciated by many. We will soon see 
the rekindled love story between Saanjh and Arjun 
(Kushal Tandon). Incidentally, like Kushal, she is also 
an Arian. Kushal celebrates his birthday on March 28. 
The gal says they do have similar traits as they belong 
to the same zodiac sign. Aneri will be having a rather 
low key birthday celebration this year as she lost her 
grandfather a few months back. Her heartfelt posts 
on Instagram about him will leave you with a lump in 
the throat. (ALSO READ: Beyhadh Season 2 promo: 
Jennifer Winget and Kushal Tandon’s psychological 
thriller gets even more intriguing)

Aneri also reminisced about her childhood birth-
days when birthday parties were all about cake, wa-
fers, pav-bhaji or noodles. Like everyone else, she 
feels they were the most special one ever. Aneri also 
opened up on life on the sets saying that she was the 
most talkative between Jennifer Winget and Kushal.  
However, the most interesting part was when she 
spoke about the link-up rumours and how they did 
not affect her now. Like every newcomer, she found 
them annoying at the start. We also asked her about 
the marriage rumours about Kunal Jaisingh and her 
link-up rumours and Aneri’s witty answers made 
us smile. Like many, she is surprised about the 
speculation around her personal life and says it is 
no one’s business. Beyhadh is poised for many in-
teresting sequences with the entry of Piyush Sahdev 
as Saanjh’s lover. How will Maya react to Saanjh’s 
presence in their lives? We know that Maya is even 
more psychotic than ever and life is living hell for 
Arjun. Will the more confident Saanjh be able to 
fight off Maya’s obsessive vengeance? Stay tuned 
to Bollywood Life for more scoop and updates..
Courtesy:Bollywoodlife.

It won’t be wrong to call, Baa-
hubali 2: The Conclusion, the 
most awaited film of all time, for 
almost everyone wants to know 
the answer to the million dollar 
question, as to why Kattappa 
killed Baahubali? Well we’ll cer-
tainly get to know that once the 
movie releases on April 28 but 
before that makers have teased 
us with another poster of the 
film. The poster features a scene 
from the trailer where Prabhas’s 
Baahubali can be seen climb-
ing the huge statue and jump-
ing around before getting ready 
for an attack. The poster was 
shared by Baahubali’s official 
Twitter handle and they cap-
tioned the image with the an-
nouncement of the pre-release 
event. It said, “Get ready for the 
#Baahubali2PreReleaseEvent 
tonight! Watch it Live.. #WKKB 
#Baahubali2”

Check out the new poster be-
low:

Talking about the grand mu-
sic launch which will be taking 
place in Ramoji Film City, Hy-

derabad today, post the trailer, 
it is one of the most awaited 
events just before the release. A 
Mahishmati look-alike kingdom 
is expected to be specially con-
structed for this audio launch. 
Actor Nani will be hosting this 
event. The Telugu album will be 
out on the same day. For those 
who can’t be at the event, wor-
ry not – Rajamouli has shared 
some important details that will 
excite you just as much – ‘Along 
with the regular live stream, for 
the 1st time,we are streaming 
the pre release event in 360° 
with 4K res to give the best ex-
perience.’ The event will be live 
streamed on their official You-
Tube channel. Whether you can 
make it or not, it’s going to be 
grand in every sense. Also read: 
Here’s all you need to know 
about Baahubali 2’s pre-release 
event

As for the Tamil album it will 
be out on April 9th. The buzz is 
that Rajinikanth is expected to 
attend the event held in Chen-
nai.    Courtesy:Bollywoodlife.

Baahubali 2 new poster: Prabhas’ fierce 
run will leave you intrigued

Amidst the nepotism debate, Harshvardhan 
Kapoor agrees it’s harder for outsiders to 

survive in the film industry

Karan Johar to unveil the 
‘wonderful visual’ of his 

children SOON..

Filmmaker Karan Johar said he will surely share the picture of his children but 
at the right time.”I am very excited to share the wonderful visual of my children 
with everyone but at the right time. I hope I can share with everyone soon,” Karan 
said. Earlier this month the filmmaker had announced the birth of his twins – son 
Yash and daughter Roohi, who are born through surrogacy.The twins were born at 
Masrani Hospital in Andheri (West) on February 7.

Karan, who is a proud father now, shared the news of his twins with everyone 
last week on social media. He gave an official statement which read,” Yash and 
Roohi and this is what he had to say: I am ecstatic to share with you all the two 
most wonderful additions to my life, my children and lifelines; Roohi and Yash. I 
feel enormously blessed to be a parent to these pieces of my heart who were wel-
comed into this world with the help of the marvels of medical science. This was 
an emotional yet well thought out decision which I have taken after considering 
all the responsibilities and duties that come with being a parent. In order to ar-
rive at this decision, I have prepared myself mentally, physically, emotionally and 
logistically to ensure that my children get all the unconditional love, care and at-
tention from me and mine. I have submitted to the fact that my children are my 
world and priority. My work, travels and social commitments would have to take 
a back seat and I am prepared for that. By the grace of God, I have the most car-
ing and supportive mother who will be an integral part in the upbringing of her 
grandchildren and of course, friends who are family. I am eternally grateful to the 
surrogate who has fulfilled my lifelong dream and provided a warm, loving and 
nurturing environment to my children before bringing them into this world. She 
will always remain in my prayers. Finally, a big thank you to Dr. Jatin Shah for his 
guidance and support and for being like a family member through this wonderful 
and exciting journey.”

At the launch of his book, An Unsuitable Boy, Karan had talked about his 
paternal instincts. “For me, a child means an old-age insurance policy. I have a 
nurturing quality in me. I saw that when I launched Alia, Varun and Sid in Stu-
dent of the Year. I can’t let go of them even now. I see myself staring at them to 
see what they are doing and how they are doing. I am very strongly paternal. My 
paternal instincts need to be acted upon. My love needs a release. I love every-
one. I don’t express my love enough, but the love within me needs a platform 
as a parent” he had said. Who knew that he was hinting at his future for real. 

                                                                                                                                              Courtesy:SantaBanta.com

Having spent more 
than 2 decades in the Hin-

di film industry, Manoj 
Bajpayee is regarded as 

one of the best actors we 
have ever had. He is one 
of the very few who jug-
gles effortlessly between 
commercial and parallel 
cinema. With impactful 
characters like Bhiku Ma-
hatre (Satya), Sardar Khan 
(Gangs of Wasseypur – 
Part 1), Ramchandra Siras 
(Aligarh), Manoj managed 
to carve a niche for him-
self in Bollywood inspite 
of being an ‘outsider’.

In a recent interview 
with India Today, when 
asked about the ongoing 
debate on the prevalence 
of nepotism in Bolly-
wood, Bajpayee said, “I 
would like to thank Kan-
gana (Ranaut) for bring-
ing it out into the open. 
But the kind of films and 
roles I do, were never in 
competition with any star 
kid. Their aspirations are 
completely different. In 
fact, when I started doing 
these roles and getting 
recognition, few of these 
stars started doing these 
content-driven films.  
Courtesy:Bollywoodlife.

Manoj Bajpayee thanks Kangana Ranaut for 
bringing up the topic of Nepotism, exposes 

the sad reality of award shows

Bollywood actor Anil Ka-
poor’s son Harshvardhan, 
who made his Bollywood de-
but with “Mirzya” last year, 
believes it is hard for outsid-
ers to make a mark in the 
film industry. Harshvard-
han, however, said ‘once 
you make it to the industry 
it is your talent which takes 
you further’. “It’s definitely 
harder for outsiders. I can’t 
imagine the amount of hard 
work and dedication that 
it takes to make your way 
through. But, once you do 
that then it is about how tal-
ented you are,” Harshvard-
han said when asked if it’s 
easy or difficult for outsiders 
to be in the film industry.

“We have examples like 
Ranveer Singh, Sidharth 
Malhotra and Sushant Singh 
Rajput and then from film 
families we have Ranbir Ka-
poor, Alia Bhatt and Sonam 
Kapoor. There is a good mix. 
Everything in life has its ad-
vantages and disadvantages. 

It’s all about doing your 
best,” he added.

Harshvardhan is cur-
rently working in his next 
movie “Bhavesh Joshi” 
helmed by Vikramaditya 
Motwane.”We’ll resume 
shooting soon it’s going well. 
I’m looking forward to the 

trailer release.”
Harshvardhan says he 

looks at Aamir Khan as an 
inspiration.”I make it a 
point to watch all films… 
there are so many amaz-
ing actors and I like cer-
tain films of certain actors. 
Courtesy:SantaBanta.

BollywoodLife was the 
first one to exclusively re-
port to you how a model 
named Sushmita Chakravar-
ty registered a molestation 
case against TV actor Parth 
Samthaan at Bangur Nagar 
police station, this after-
noon. Sources revealed Parth 
has been called to record 
his statement and if proven 
guilty, he might get arrested 
under severe charges. How-
ever, before things could get 
any more worse, Parth has 
proven himself innocent by 
further also exposing Vikas 
Gupta’s dirty plans to de-
mean him. Yes…Ensuring 
no more damage to his im-
age, Parth has issued an of-
ficial statement clarifying the 
whole case. Here’s what he 
has to say:

“To start with , the case is 
completely false and baseless 
.. went to the police station 
today , gave my statement .. 
and I am out of it … and yes it 
was a dispute among friends 
.. and she complained af-
ter almost 1.5 years …at the 
station we also got to know 
from the cops that the girl 

Sushmita Chokraborty had 
come with Vikas Gupta to the 
station and hence plotted all 
those false accusations with-
out any proof and filed the 
case ..the very next day she 
called me and said she real-
ized what she had done and 
wanted to take the case back 
.. but since she filed an FIR , 

cops could not take the case 
back … today ,I gave all my 
call recordings and What-
sapp conversations to the 
cops which I had with Sush-
mita where it is clearly men-
tioned that she wants to take 
the case back and did all this 
in the heat of the moment .. 
Courtesy:Bollywoodlife.

Parth Samthaan finds the culprit 
behind dragging him into the 

molestation case – read official statement
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A mother of two, a successful en-
trepreneur and a producer as well 
— Twinkle Khanna wears several 
hats. And now, she has been signed 
on as the face of L’Oréal Paris’s new 
range of hair colour. Talking to us, 
Mrs Funnybones gets up, close and 
personal about the different roles 
she plays in her day-to-day life…

Not a good liar
The face of a cosmetic brand’s 

new product she feels is the ‘per-
fect match’ for her, Tina says, 
“These are the products I use. I am 
not really good at lying. So I find it 
very difficult to stand up and say 
something like, ‘Oh, this is a fan-
tastic product’ if it’s not something 
I use or I would like to use.”

Bad hair days?
Of hair horrors, she recalls one 

distinctly. “Once, there was this 
really famous hair stylist who had 
shaved the back of my head. I 
wouldn’t recommend that to any-
body. That happened many years 
ago,” she says.

Cannes or Can’t?
With her joining the line-up of 

famous names who endorse the 
brand, her ‘debut’ appearance 
is expected on the red carpet at 
the Cannes Film Festival. Ask her 
about it and she remarks. “I don’t 
think it’s a part of my obligation 
but if they do ask me, I know I have 
the brand as the fairy godmother 
and I have the ball gown and I also 
have my glass shoes. So I’m ready.”

Mentioning that there’s always 
the pressure to look red-carpet 
ready, wherever one goes, Twinkle 

admits, “Even if you go to the air-
port, you find people taking pic-
tures. But at the same time, you 
have to give yourself that leeway 
that you can look that terrible and 
it would still be fine. I am one of 
those who will be like ready in sev-
en minutes and I’m out.”

Juggling act
She balances all her commit-

ments pretty well. “I don’t think it 
is difficult because we are blessed. 
I live in a place where we have a lot 
of family as well as domestic help. I 
look at other women who work the 
entire day and don’t have that sup-
port and I wonder how they do it so 
beautifully,” she says.

Trolling trolls
It’s not easy to troll Twinkle. She 

has somehow managed to out-
troll the trolls. Tell her this and she 
laughs out loud, “The only time 
criticism would affect me is when 
it has some validity to it or it’s from 
somebody I really respect. If some-
body who can’t even spell my name 
properly and calls me Twinkal, I re-
ally don’t care what they say.”

A friendly mom
Twinkle’s a super-cool mom. 

Her conversations with Aarav that 
she regularly puts up is evidence 
to that. She says humbly, “I hope I 
am. I try to be. Aarav’s friends call 
me ‘savage’. I believe it’s a compli-
ment in today’s times. It sounds 
awful, but I believe it’s a good 
thing. My son says so, at least.”

But on the other hand, the tech-
savvy mum tries to protect her kids 
from being too much in the lime-
light.         Courtesy:SantaBanta.com

There is no doubt on the de-
termination that the winsome 
beauty Kanika Kapoor has shown 
throughout her career. Being the 
first bollywood playback singer 
to be associated with an Interna-
tional brand like IWC, Kanika Ka-
poor has surely set a new bench-
mark. However, not many know 
that Kanika’s even shot for a pro-
mo for the brand with none other 
than British Formula One Racer 
Lewis Hamilton. Yes! Kanika just 
shared the promo on Instagram 
which looks every bit awesome. 
During a recent media interac-
tion, Kanika had even confirmed 
about this big collaboration say-
ing, “I shot for the campaign with 
Lewis Hamilton in Geneva and 
Florence.” A photo of Kanika and 
Lewis from the IWC launch event 
too is going viral; the one that you 
can see above.

For someone who has no in-

dustry backing, Kanika has fast 
become a name to reckon with. 
She burst into the scene with the 
chartbuster ‘Baby Doll’ in 2014, 
and her career is already replete 
with hit numbers like Chittiyan 
Kalliyan, Beat Pe Booty among 
others . Apart from her grand as-
sociation with IWC, Kanika is 
also gearing up for a solo world 
tour. Speaking of which, she 
said “I’m putting together a solo 
world tour. There’s an unplugged 
number, single, concerts and Bol-
lywood songs. I’m also excited 
about a Punjabi-French collabo-
ration. Though I don’t speak Pun-
jabi, all my hits have been in the 
language.” As Royal as the name 
suggests, we wish the best for 
IWC watches and Kanika Kapoor 
on this huge association. Keep 
watching this space for more up-
dates.

         Courtesy:Bollywoodlife. 

Two days back, some-
one said that it seemed 
like an evil eye had fallen 
on Kapil Sharma. Well, 
with no signs of a rec-
onciliation with Sunil 
Grover being visible and 
people commenting that 
the curtains will fall on 
The Kapil Sharma Show 
soon, it seems sad but 
true. The general opin-

ion is that Kapil Sharma’s 
wholesome image has 
taken a huge dent after 
the alleged mid-air spat 
that ruined his relation-
ship with Sunil Grover, 
Chandan Prabhakar and 
Ali Asghar. The public 
has expressed its disap-
pointment that the star 
comedian who charmed 
one and all with his tal-

ent, humility and com-
mon man connect has 
supposedly developed 
a very arrogant and 
high-handed attitude. 
(ALSO READ: Hey Kapil 
Sharma, it’s high time 
you start taking Salman 
Khan’s advice seriously!)  
After Sunil Grover in his 
dignified yet scathing 
tweet told Kapil not to 
behave like God and re-
member what made him 
successful in the first 
place, people sided with 
him. We all know how 
Sunil supported Kapil 
on earlier occasions 
and this time everyone 
was on Dr Mashoor 
Gulati’s side. The co-
median did not shoot 
for the last episode of 
The Kapil Sharma Show 
and it is understand-
able as we can imagine 
how hurt he might be. 
He is now taking some 
time off before he can 
make the decision. 
Courtesy:SantaBanta.
com

Kanika Kapoor teams up with F1 racer Lewis 
Hamilton for a kickass brand commercial

Fans feel the Sunil Grover fiasco 
has cost Kapil Sharma his image!

Stress has become a part of 
life now. With so much com-
petition engulfing us, it is 
pretty much imperative to be 
affected by the bug of stress. 

However, there’s always a 
way out, isn’t it? Everybody 
has their own way of dealing 
with stress and while some of 
it might work in their favour, 

a lot of times it doesn’t. In a 
Facebook Live once, Katrina 
Kaif had revealed her man-
tra to bust stress. Well, her 
remedy seems to work bril-
liantly for her as she looks 
so rejuvenated and pepped 
up! But that’s not all, in an 
interview with a magazine 
even Alia Bhatt revealed what 
keeps her going without let-
ting stress affect her. Now af-
ter Alia’s quote, it made our 
heads rattle a bit. We soon 
started checking out de-
stress mantra of some of the 
Bollywood actors which they 
claimed they’ve been practis-
ing in the past. We thought, 
if the celebs feel better after 
doing certain things, perhaps 
its time for us to give it a try 
as well! So yes, we’ve listed 
out 10 actors and how they 
de-stress! Scroll below and 
check it out.

Katrina Kaif
In a Facebook Live that the 

actress conducted recently, 
Kaif revealed three steps to 

de-stress. “Here’s my advice 
to anyone who wants to de-
stress. It’s a three step plan. 
You can do one step, two 
step, third step, you can do 
it in any order that you like. 
First step for me is to go to 
the gym. Second step is to 
cry. Third step is meet your 
friends and go eat pizza and 
chocolate cake. I’m pretty 
sure if you do these things 
in any order, you can change 
the order, you will be de-
stressed,” she said. I don’t 
know about you but I’ve tried 
the second and third step and 
it has worked wonders!

Alia Bhatt
Well, Miss Bhatt has a very 

interesting way to de-stress. 
This is something even I can 
relate to as I just started doing 
the same. She basically owns 
an adult colouring book. “It’s 
exciting, therapeutic and de-
stressing; it’s complicated, 
but so much fun! And it’s still 
hard to stay inside the lines – 
which is important, to make 
it look neat and pretty,” she 
said in an interview. I think it 
really helps one de-stress and 
feel refreshed. Time to give it 
a try!

           Courtesy:Bollywoodlife. 

Sidharth Malhotra has no plans to 
become a producer but not everyone 

might  agree with his reasoning

Actor Sidharth Malhotra 
says he is satisfied with the 
kinds of roles he is getting 
in Bollywood and has no 
plans to become a pro-
ducer anytime soon.”You 
become a producer when 
you feel that the stories 
that you’re getting are not 
the ones that you want to 
do. So, this has not hap-
pened with me. I’m pretty 
happy with all the scripts 
that I have got,” Sidharth 
said when asked about his 
plans of producing films. 
Sidharth, who was speak-
ing on the sidelines of HT 
Style awards, said he finds 
actors Saif Ali Khan and 
Anushka Sharma most 
stylish in the industry.
He also heaped praise 

on Anushka for her latest 
outing “Phillauri“.”I saw 
‘Phillauri’. It’s a fresh, new 
take on love. The narra-
tive is interesting. Hats off 
to Anushka, who has also 
produced it,” he said. On 
the work front, Sidharth 

is busy shooting for the 
remake of 1969 movie “It-
tefaq” opposite Sonakshi 
Sinha and also gearing up 
for his next release “Re-
load”. “It’s going great 
work wise. I’ll start one 
more film before the year 
end. I’ll have three back to 
back releases. I am happy 
to be working and keep my 
dates full.”‘Reload’ will re-
lease on August 25 and the 
first look will be out very 
soon. We all are very excit-
ed about the film,” he says.

Sidharth says “Itte-
faq” is an adaptation of 
the 1969 released Rajesh 
Khanna and Nanda star-
rer movie, and not a 
remake.”‘Ittefaq’ is a mur-
der mystery just like the 
old one. I would say we 
are not remaking it. We are 
adapting it to look more 
engaging in today’s time. 
Courtesy:SantaBanta.
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Here’s how Salman Khan, Katrina Kaif, 
Alia Bhatt DE-STRESS

Twinkle Khanna: Aarav’s friends call me ‘savage’

Cheryl Cole and her boyfriend 
Liam Payne are now parents to 
a little boy. The One Direction 
member took to his Instagram 
page and shared an adorable 
photo, holding his baby boy in his 
arms and wrote a heartfelt mes-
sage about fatherhood alongside 
it. He wrote, “My close friends 
and family know there are very 
few times when I’m left speech-
less… wow! I’m incredibly happy 
to welcome our new baby boy 
into the world, it’s a moment that 
I will never forget for the rest of 

my life and my favourite memory 
I have so far.” The 23-year-old-
singer also wrote about Cheryl 
and believed that ‘she made his 
dreams come true.’

Payne added, “I’m completely 
in awe of his incredible mother 
and how she has been the whole 
way through this, she’s really 
made my dreams come true. We 
haven’t named him yet but he’s 
already capturing hearts includ-
ing mine. I feel very blessed. Hap-
py Mother’s Day everyone!” 

           Courtesy:Hollywood.com

One Direction fame Liam Payne and 
singer Cheryl Cole blessed with a baby boy

After a good run of 100 epi-
sodes, Sony TV’s popular show 
Beyhadh took a three-year leap on 
March 21 this year. Starring Jen-
nifer Winget, Kushal Tandon and 
Aneri Vajani, the second season 
shows Arjun and Maya separated 

from Saanjh and Arjun’s fam-
ily. What started as a story of love 
and obsession has now become a 
revenge thriller. The new tag line 
of the show is ‘Mohabbat ki nayi 
dehshat.’ Along with the actors’ 
looks, one thing that has changed 
is the title track and it’s amazingly 
powerful.

Advertisement: Replay Ad
Few weeks ago we got to see the 

first promo of the second season. 
Kushal shared the video on his 
Instagram account, with the cap-
tion, “I’ll take that pain , jus to give 
you that pain …… #beyhadh sea-
son 2 #pain #love #revenge #se-
ries.” And now the second promo 
is out and we must say that it takes 
the excitement a notch higher.

In the latest video, we see Maya 
painting Arjun’s portrait with what 
looks like her blood, while Arjun 
endures the pain he is bestowing 
on himself. It is loaded with ele-

ments of love, passion, pain, ha-
tred and thrill. As per reports, in 
the upcoming episodes Maya will 
prove in front of the media that 
their marriage is perfectly normal 
and she is expecting Arjun’s baby. 
Arjun will be shocked to see this 
side of Maya and will resolute to 
seperate from her. But, will Maya 
let the love of her life go away? 
More mysteries and unanswered 
questions seem to be waiting for 
us.              Courtesy:Bollywoodlife. 

Beyhadh season 
2 New Promo: 

Arjun turns into 
a masochist as 

Maya’s obsession 
intensifies


