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Mubarak walks free after six 
years in jail

Land of Buddha, 
Mahavira 

inspires me: President

Mumbai: The Indian soldier who was re-
turned by Pakistan after four months in cap-
tivity said he was so fed up with torture by 
Pakistanis that he often prayed for death while 
in their custody.

“I was assaulted. I told them: Kill me. I re-
alised that this was the end of the road for me,” 
Chandu Babulal Chavan, who was handed 
over to India on January 21, said here today in 
conversation with a Marathi channel.

The 22-year-old had crossed into Pakistan 
on September 29, the day India hit terror 
launch pads across the line of control (LoC), 
10 days after an attack by suspected Paki-
stani militants on a camp in Uri that killed 
19 soldiers.

Chavan was posted on the LoC in the Poonch 
sector of Jammu and Kashmir.

Shimla, March 24 (IANS) More than five lakh 
Kisan Credit Cards are inactive in Himachal 
Pradesh, a state-level bankers committee 
meeting here was informed on Friday.

Additional Chief Secretary (Finance) Shri-
kant Baldi said out of eight lakh Kisan Credit 
Cards issued in the state, only 2.4 lakh were ac-
tive and asked bankers to motivate farmers to 
use and avail benefits of the scheme by holding 
camps in rural areas.

“The banking system is important in giving 
thrust to economic activities. Therefore, the 
banks should come forward to advance loans 
in priority sector areas so that initiatives of the 
government in social security and develop-
ment become fruitful,” said an official state-
ment quoting Baldi, who was presiding over 
the meeting.

Baldi said Rs 9,266 crore has been disbursed 
under the Kisan Credit Cards scheme among 
the farmers.

‘I prayed for death’: Indian soldier 
Chandu who strayed into Pak

Over five lakh Kisan Credit Cards 
inactive in Himachal
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Shashank Manohar to 
remain ICC chairman 

following Board resolution
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Briefs

Katrina Kaif, who was in Austria with Salman 
Khan for the first schedule of Tiger Zinda Hai, is 

back in Mumbai. 

Hyderabad: The Telangana 
Government will take steps 
to get the 2007 Mecca Masjid 
bomb blast accused Swami As-
eemanand’s bail “cancelled”, the 
Legislative Assembly was told to-
day.

The MIM (Majlis-e-Ittehad-ul 
Muslimeen) floor leader Akba-
ruddin Owaisi raised the mat-
ter through a Point during Zero 

Hour in the House. The court of 
the Fourth Metropolitan Sessions 
Judge here yesterday granted bail 
to Aseemanand and Bharat Mo-
hanlal Rateshwar alias Bharat 
Bhai, a co-accused in the case. In 
his reply, Home Minister Nayani 
Narasimha Reddy said, “What-
ever question raised by the mem-
ber Akbaruddin Owaisi is a valid 
question. 

Indian woman, son 
found murdered in US

ED issues notice against Gauri 
Khan, Knight Riders Sports 

Adityanath as 
CM is shocking, 
says New York 

TimesVijayawada, March 24 (IANS) 
An Indian woman and her seven-
year-old son were found dead 
in their home in New Jersey, ac-
cording to the family in Andhra 
Pradesh.

The victims were N. Sasikala 
(40) and her son Anish Sai, their 
family, in Prakasam district, said 
on Friday.

Sasikala’s husband N. Hanu-
mantha Rao found the bodies 
when he returned home from 
work on Thursday evening.

Y. Sambasiva Rao, a member of 
Andhra Pradesh state legislative 
assembly from Prakasam district, 
spoke to representatives of Telu-
gu Association of North America 
(TANA) over phone about the inci-

dent. He said the mother and her 
son were strangulated to death.  
Hanumantha Rao and Sasikala 
both were software professionals. 
Sasikala used to work from home.

The couple had been living in 
the US for nine years. 

This is the latest in a series of in-
cidents involving Indian techies.

Telangana’s aeronautical engi-
neer Srinivas Kuchibhotla, 32, was 
killed when Adam W. Purinton, 
who earlier served in the US Navy, 
shot him in Olathe, Kansas, on 
February 23.

Vamshi Reddy Mamidala, 
also from Telangana, was shot 
dead in Milpitas, California, on 
February 10 in a garage in his 
apartment building.

New Delhi/Kolkata, March 24 
(IANS) The Enforcement Direc-
torate has issued show cause no-
tice against Knight Riders Sports 
Pvt Ltd (KRSPL) and Bollywood 
actor Shah Rukh Khan’s wife 
Gauri Khan for allegedly violating 
foreign exchange rules.

The agency issued the notice 
under the Foreign Exchange Man-

agement Act (Adjudication Pro-
ceedings and Appeal) Rules, 2000 
in connection with the share sale 
of KRSPL, the franchise owned by 
Shah Rukh Khan’s company Red 
Chillies Entertainment Pvt Ltd in 
partnership with actor Juhi Chaw-
la and her husband Jay Mehta.

“We issued show cause notices 
against Knight Riders Sports, 
Gauri Khan and others under 
FEMA for loss of foreign exchange 
worth Rs 73.6 crore in sale of 
shares,” the official said. 

The agency had also issued 
summons to Shah Rukh Khan in 
the matter in 2015 and before that.

The matter pertains to the 2008 
share transfer, audited by an ex-
ternal firm in 2014.

New York, March 24 (IANS) The deci-
sion to pick Hindutva leader Adityanath 
Yogi as Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh 
shows the BJP thinks “nothing stands in 
the way of transforming a secular republic 
into a Hindu state”, the New York Times 
said on Friday. In a hard-hitting editorial, 
the daily said Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had played a cagey game since tak-
ing power in 2014, appeasing his party’s 
hard-line Hindu base while promoting 
secular goals of economic growth.

New Delhi: Shiv Sena MP 
Ravindra Gaikwad was today 
barred from flying by four 
private Indian carriers after 
his brazen assault on an Air 
India officer.

The Federation of Indian 
Airlines (FIA), which has Jet 
Airways, IndiGo, SpiceJet 
and GoAir as its members, 
has taken a strong view of the 
incident and accordingly tak-
en a decision to bar Gaikwad 
from flying. A joint statement 
issued by all 3 airlines and Air 
India announced that Gaik-
wad had been banned.

The FIA will not allow the 
Sena MP to fly on its mem-
ber carriers. The MP’s return 
ticket from Delhi to Pune has 
also been cancelled.

Air India said it has also 
written to the Shiv Sena com-
municating the decision to 

cancel the ticket. Shiv Sena 
Secretary Anil Desai told PTI 
that he has asked Gaikwad to 
change his travel plans as the 
party doesn’t want the ten-
sions to escalate.

Gaikwad was booked on 
Delhi to Pune flight AI 849 
scheduled for departure at 4 
PM today.

“We have intimated Shiv 
Sena that we can’t fly Gaik-
wad on his return flight be-
cause our employees are agi-
tated. He has assured us that 
the party will advise the MP 
not to fly Air India today,” 
said an Air India source.

“Our airport employees 
have said that they won’t at-
tend to him and they won’t 
let him enter. In order to 
avoid any violence, we have 
written to Shiv Sena,” he 
added.

New Delhi, March 24 (IANS) 
A district judge in Britain has to 
decide on issuing an arrest war-
rant for liquor baron Vijay Mal-
lya, whose extradition India is 
seeking, the government said on 
Friday.

India handed over a formal 
request to the British High Com-
mission here last month for his 
extradition. 

“A formal extradition request 
in respect of Mallya was handed 
over to the British High Commis-

sion vide our note verbale dated 
February 8,” External Affairs 
Ministry spokesperson Gopal 
Baglay told the media. 

The UK Home Office had con-
veyed that the request had been 
certified by the Secretary of State 
and sent to Westminster Magis-
trates’ Court for a district judge 
to consider issuing an arrest war-
rant, he said.

Mallya left India on March 2, 
2016 for London, days after a 
consortium of 17 banks moved 

the Debt Recovery Tribunal to 
hear a July 2013 petition to re-
cover dues of Rs 9,081 crore, in-
cluding interest, that was loaned 
to his now defunct Kingfisher 
Airlines.

Mallya has since offered to 
negotiate with the banks for a 
one-time settlement of dues and 
sought the Supreme Court’s in-
tervention. Banks had previously 
shot down Mallya’s offer of Rs 
6,868 crore in April 2016 to settle 
the dues.

After Shiv Sena MP 
assaults AI officer, 5 airlines 

ban him from flying

British judge to decide on Vijay 
Mallya arrest warrant

Mumbai, March 24 
(IANS) Following a stern 
warning by the Bombay 
High Court on Friday, doc-
tors in government and 
private hospitals across 
Maharashtra agreed to 
withdraw their agitation 
amid revelations that at 
least 135 patients died in 
Mumbai in the past five 
days.

As per the court orders, 
the doctors are expected to 
resume normal duties by 8 
a.m. on Saturday in all gov-

ernment hospitals in the 
state. Taking a serious view 
of flouting of its orders on 
Thursday, the High Court 
today served an ultimatum 
to the Maharashtra Asso-
ciation of Resident Doc-
tors (MARD) to either join 
duties or face termination 
proceedings.

Chief Justice Manjula 
Chellur and Justice G.S. 
Kulkarni observed that 
“the doctors are taking un-
due advantage of us and 
our sympathy”. “If you 

(doctors) keep stretch-
ing the matter like this, 
then public will come and 
hit you. You are creating 
such an atmosphere,” the 
bench said. They made it 
clear if this attitude of the 
doctors continued, then 
the hospital managements 
were free to take action 
against them, including 
termination of services.

“We think we made 
a mistake yesterday by 
showing them sympathy 
and appreciating their 

work,” the bench noted. 
The BrihanMumbai Mum-
bai Corp (BMC) told the 
court that in the past five 
days of doctors’ agitation, 
135 patients lost their lives 
in Mumbai’s government 
hospitals, including 53 in 
KEM, 48 in Sion LTMG 
and 34 in Nair due to non-
availability of emergency 
services. Following a strict 
deadline of 3 p.m. set by the 
court, the MARD filed an 
affidavit stating that it had 
failed to convince its mem-
bers to withdraw their mass 
leave agitation and MARD 
had no objections if the 
government takes action 
against the doctors.

Maharashtra doctors end 
agitation, 135 patients die

New Delhi, March 24 (IANS) 
A court here on Friday issued 
summons to five more per-
sons against whom the CBI 
filed fresh supplementary 
chargesheet, including Jindal 
Steel’s adviser Anand Goel, in 
a coal block allocation case 
against former Congress MP 
Naveen Jindal and others.

After considering the 
chargesheet, Special Judge 

Bharat Parashar issued sum-
mons to Goel, Gurgaon-based 
Green Infra’s Vice President 
Siddharth Madra, Mumbai-
based KE International’s Chief 
Financial Officer Rajeev Aggar-
wal, Nihar Stocks Limited Di-
rector B.S.N. Suryanarayan, and 
Mumbai’s Essar Power Limited 
Executive Vice Chairman Sushil 
Kumar Maroo. The court took 
cognizance of the offences of 

criminal conspiracy, criminal 
breach of trust and cheating 
under various provisions of the 
Indian Penal Code as well as 
criminal misconduct under the 
Prevention of Corruption Act.

The five were directed to ap-
pear in court on April 10.

Earlier, the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) named the 
five in a fresh supplementary 
chargesheet filed in the court.

CBI court summons five more 
persons in coal block case

Will take steps to get 
Aseemand’s bail cancelled, says 

Telangana govt

The Director of the Federal Security Service, Russia, Mr. 
Alexander Bortnikov calling on the Union Home Minister, 
Shri Rajnath Singh, in New Delhi on March 24, 2017. PIB
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The Union Minister for Health & Family Welfare, Shri J.P. Nadda addressing the 
gathering, on the occasion of the World TB Day, in New Delhi on March 24, 2017. 
The Ministers of State for Health & Family Welfare, Shri Faggan Singh Kulaste and 
Smt. Anupriya Patel, the Secretary (Health and Family Welfare), Shri C.K. Mishra 

and other dignitaries are also seen.

New Delhi, March 24 (IANS) The 
Delhi High Court on Friday refused to 
issue directions on a plea for use of co-
lour photographs of candidates on bal-
lot papers and Electronic Voting Ma-
chines (EVMs) in next month’s Delhi 
municipal polls instead of black and 
white ones. A division bench of Chief 
Justice G. Rohini and Justice Sangita 
Dhingra Sehgal, however, agreed to 
hear the public interest litigation (PIL) 
filed by two undergraduate students 
-- Anil Kumar and Pratap Chandra -- 
seeking direction to the Election Com-
mission (EC) and the Delhi State Elec-
tion Commission to this effect.

The court said that it cannot issue 
any direction at this stage, turning 
down the petitioners’ oral request to 

use coloured photographs for the MCD 
elections next month. The court listed 
the matter for further hearing on May 
8. In March 2015, the EC had issued a 
direction that in polls held after May 
2015 in addition to the election sym-
bols of the party candidates, their pho-
tographs shall also be affixed on the 
ballot papers and on EVMs, the plea 
said. It had also directed that the can-
didates shall present their latest colour 
or black and white photographs within 
three months of nomination, said the 
plea, adding that in all subsequent 
elections, only black and white photos 
were fixed on ballot papers. According 
to the petitioners, since the Commis-
sion had also suggested using colour 
photographs.

New Delhi, March 24 (IANS) When 
doing the quintessential heroine roles 
didn’t work in her favour, Taapsee Pan-
nu decided to turn the tables with he-
roic characters in content-driven films.

She says those who were once her 
detractors have now stood in line to 
get her dates and her time for dou-
ble the price. At the India Today 
Woman Summit and Awards here 
on Friday, Taapsee spoke fearlessly 
about the ways of the film industry 
towards women.

She narrated: “I have been asked to 
slash my rates because the hero’s last 
film didn’t do well and the budget was 
limited, or the producer’s last film 
didn’t do well. So, I was told, ‘Either 
you walk out or slash your price’.

“How I worked around it was when I 
started with Hindi films, I made sure I 
am going to do whatever it takes to be 
not-replaceable. How? “Have a name 
for yourself, do the kind of films you 
want to and do it in a way that they 
have no other way but to notice. And 
when you go back, the same people will 
wait in a queue to get you at double the 
price probably.”

It’s a reality that happened with Ta-

apsee. “Without taking names, tables 
have turned and I have gone to the 
same people at double the price, and 
they stood in a line waiting for my 
dates, only because I decided to fight 
like a girl,” added the actress, unwilling 
to “compromise” for anything to get 
what she wants.

Her sentiment, she said, were in tune 
with the event presenter Vivel’s cam-
paign ‘Ab Samjhauta Nahin’, which 
inspires women to question the social 
fabric that tends to stereotype and at 
times impede their lifestyle choices.

Taapsee says now she just smiles at 
the people who first turned her down.

“I am warm and welcoming, and 
I have even invited them to my next 
film’s premiere,” she said, ahead of 
the release of her new film “Naam Sha-
bana”. Having featured in a string of 
films in Tamil and Telugu, Taapsee’s 
noticeable role in Hindi films came with 
“Baby”. “Naam Shabana” is a spin-off 
of that 2015 film, and Taapsee will be 
seen in some daring action scenes. In 
between, she has garnered acclaimed 
for “Pink” -- the movie with a powerful 
message on how when women say no, 
they mean strictly no.

NEW DELHI: Light jackets 
have given way to T-shirts 
in the span of a week as 
weather in the capital has 
transitioned unusually rap-
idly from late winter to sum-
mer this year. Delhi saw a 
whopping 13-degree rise in 
maximum temperatures in 
the past 10 days, with spring 
disappearing almost as soon 
as it arrived.

Thursday’s peak tempera-
ture was 37.4 degrees Cel-
sius, seven notches above 
normal - the highest seen 
in March since 2010, when 
the mercury had hit 39.2 
degrees on March 22. Just 
10 days ago, the maximum 

had hovered around 24 de-
grees. Similarly, minimum 
temperatures have risen by 
around 9 degrees in this pe-
riod. Such a rapid transition 
to summer is rather unusual. 
The change has been all too 
sudden also because below 
normal temperatures pre-
vailed till well after Holi this 
year, under the influence 
of a series of active western 
disturbances that brought 
rain and snow in the hills.

“That influence has 
waned. At the same time, 
a wind pattern has formed 
that’s causing heating in the 
northern plains,” said Ra-
vinder Vishen.

NEW DELHI Mar 24 : Rani 
(name changed), the wife of an 
unemployed alcoholic man, was 
forced to turn to prostitution for 
survival. To secure the future of 
her school-going daughter, Rani 
filled up the Delhi government’s 
Laadli Yojana form to secure the 
financial benefit assured to the 
girl child from a financially vul-
nerable family when she turned 
18. Her daughter was in Class VI 
when she filled up the form. De-
spite repeated efforts to find out 
the status of her application sub-
mitted to the government school 
her daughter was enrolled in, she 
could never get a response. Her 

daughter completed her school-
ing without getting the benefit. 
Today, Rani feels cheated by a 
system that denied her child her 
due. But Rani is not alone. There 
are many more women like her in 
slums and resettlement colonies 
who have been facing problems 
in getting access to schemes and 
certifications conceived by the 
governments at the Centre and 
state to enable social inclusion.

The concerns of women caught 
in vulnerable circumstances find 
space in a report titled “Commu-
nity-led Assessment on Social 
Inclusion’, which was jointly re-
leased by senior judicial officers 

of National Legal Service Author-
ity (NALSA) and Delhi State Legal 
Services Authority (DSLSA) on 
Thursday.

The report, based on a study 
conducted in northwest district 
by Centre for Advocacy and Re-
search (CFAR) and community-
based organisations such as Seva, 
Aarohan, AINSW and Savera, as-
sesses the extent of awareness 
about various schemes and en-
titlements of socially marginal 
communities, including trans-
genders. One of the major factors 
responsible for the exclusion of 
the residents was their inability to 
furnish mandatory documents, 

like birth certificates, residence 
proof and Aadhaar number, to 
name a few.

Women and transgenders 
in these resettlement colonies 
spoke about their difficulty in 
seeking access to schemes and 
certificates aimed at social inclu-
sion. The reasons for not being 
able to undertake the journey to 
social inclusion included igno-
rance, social biases, lack of access 
to information and help in filling 
and tracking forms. The residents 
of such settlements in northwest 
district are now trying to find 
solutions through a community-
based “single window .

New Delhi, March 24 (IANS) The External 
Affairs Ministry on Friday announced the 
opening of a Post Office Passport Seva Ken-
dra (POPSK) in Andhra Pradesh, an official 
said. “It has been decided to open a Post 
Office Passport Seva Kendra (POPSK) at 
Nellore in Andhra Pradesh. It would be the 
86th POPSK in the country,” MEA spokes-
person Gopal Baglay said.

“The Ministry of External Affairs and the 
Department of Posts will be working close-

ly for the early operationalisation of this 
POPSK at Nellore,” Baglay added.

The pilot projects for this joint venture 
between the two were inaugurated on 
January 25 in Mysuru in Karnataka and at 
Dahod in Gujarat.  Following the success of 
these pilot projects, the MEA and the DoP 
announced 56 POPSKs in the first batch 
of expansion, eight in the second batch 
announced in February, and 19 more an-
nounced in March. 

New Delhi, March 24 (IANS) Famous 
Indian artists like Samir Aich, Amrut Pa-
tel and Anjan Chakraborty, irrespective 
of their work experience, are already 
recognised and have received national 
acclaim in some form or the other.

These artists are all set to display 
their works in a group art show, “Many 
folds”, at Natya Tarangini in Pushp Vi-
har here. The exhibition is on view from 
March 24 to March 26. 

The artists participating in the exhi-
bition, curated by Seema Subbanna, 
include Yogesh Rawal and Sudha Pillai. 

There are also artists working in dif-
ferent mediums like Hirday, Brijesh, 
Poushali Das, Sangeeta Gupta and San-
geeta Murthy. This show consists of 
many forms of creativity like the paint-
ings, prints and sculptures etc and has 
its main focus on the content.

“We live in a diverse land, with differ-
ent cultures and various ideologies. The 
multiplicity of existence is what makes 

the world distinctive and beautiful. 
Bringing all of those elements together 
through a show was my main idea,” 
Subbanna told IANS.

She further added that the many folds 
in the exhibition are of culture, expres-
sions, mediums, styles and techniques, 
which are bound together with im-
mense creativity and talent.

“While I have always believed in giv-
ing younger and lesser known artists an 
equal footing to exhibit their works, this 
time I decided to show works of nation-
ally acclaimed artists,” Subbanna said.

“All the works being exhibited are 
very powerful with highlights of their 
own. While some are technically 
unique, there are others that catch ones 
eye because of the strength of the lines, 
colour schemes, the aesthetic beauty 
and textures,” she added.

“Several others, who have received 
acclaim for their work, are a part of 
this group show. In all we have a total 

of 23 serious artists participating in this 
show,” she explained.

Japan’s NTT 
Communications 

to hold 100% 
stake in Netmagic

New Delhi, March 24 (IANS) The 
government on Friday said it has 
given Japan’s NTT Communications 
Corporation the go-ahead to in-
crease its stake in data centre com-
pany Netmagic Solutions to 100 per 
cent, from 81.63 per cent, through 
investment of Rs 533.83 crore.

The Foreign Investment Promo-
tion Board (FIPB) had earlier given 
the nod at its 243rd meeting held in 
February, a Finance Ministry state-
ment said here. Nine FDI proposals 
totalling Rs 659 crore were approved 
by the FIPB.

New Delhi, March 24 (IANS) 
The uniform civil code won’t help 
Muslim women as majority of 
them won’t approach a court if 
it’s violated, the founder of Wom-
en’s Jamaat Sharifa Khanum has 
said. Khanum had started the 
Tamil Nadu Women’s Jamaat 
(Mosque). She feels that Muslim 
women don’t enjoy any Islamic 
rights or any constitutional rights 
in India, but bringing in the uni-
form civil code won’t have an 
impact. “It is okay to bring in the 
Uniform Civil Code (to replace 
the personal laws based on the 
scriptures and customs of each 
major religious community) but 
90 per cent women won’t go to 
the court as the debates will end 

in families and not go beyond,” 
Khanum said. She was speaking 
at a session on “Right To Pray: 
Are Women Children Of A Lesser 
God?” that was organised at In-
dia Today Woman Summit here 
on Friday.  “When we were trying 
to build the women’s mosque. 
The major things stopping us, for 
our women workers, were char-
acter assassination and physical 
abuse,” she said.

Khanum pointed out that in 
the past 20 years, more than 100 
girls have been killed in the name 
of suicide. “I’ve been working for 
Muslim women all these years. 
The Muslim Personal Law Board 
does not support us. Muslim 
women are getting talaq for no 

reason. Quran does not say that, 
the personal law does not say 
that,” she said. She also went in-
depth about her own subjugation 
experience as a teenager. 

“When I was 15, I was not given 
the permission to even stand out-
side my house. I got beaten up by 
my own brother for not believing 
in religion or god. But I’m not both-
ered about any of that,” Khanum 
said. “I was labelled ‘characterless’ 
and ‘anti-religious’ by the people 
around me. I feel that we women 
are discriminated in the name of re-
ligion. We need space and power for 
Muslim women,” Khanum added. 

Civil Rights Activist Trupti Desai 
was also a participant at the dis-
cussion.  “In 1950, women were 

given equal rights by the Indian 
constitution. But that’s not appli-
cable in reality. We are just rais-
ing the obvious question when all 
men and women are born out of a 
woman, how can she be impure,” 
Desai questioned.

“When I tried to enter the Shani 
Shingnapur temple for the sec-
ond time, people said I was going 
to go through a divorce and be 
thrown out of the house for do-
ing so. We were blackmailed, de-
tained by the police, but nothing 
could stop us,” she said.  Asked 
how she explains things to her 
seven-year-old son, Desai said: “I 
never needed to explain anything 
to him. He saw me on television 
being thrashed by the police. 

Uniform code won’t help, says 
women’s Jamaat founder

Nellore in AP to get Post Office 
Passport Seva Kendra

HC says ‘No’ to 
colour photos in Delhi 

civic elections

People who wanted me 
to slash rates, now offer 
double price: Taapsee

Social inclusion hits a wall, 
no access to govt schemes

Delhi temperatures 
shoot up 13 degrees 

in 10 days

The Union Minister for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences, Dr. Harsh 
Vardhan lighting the lamp at the 43rd NRDC Meritorious Invention Awards 

Ceremony and Conference on “Leveraging Innovation Ecosystem for 
Accelerating Startups”, in New Delhi.

Famous Indian artists to 
exhibit works in the capital
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Dry weather in 
entire State for 

seven days
Hyderabad, March 24: Telangana State De-

velopment Planning Society (TSDPS) on Friday 
predicted dry weather condition over Telangana 
during the next one week. It also expected that 
with the prevailing southeasterly to southerly 
winds over Telangana State, maximum tem-
peratures are likely to rise by 2 degrees Celsius 
to 3 degrees Celsius.  There will be no significant 
change in the minimum temperature during 
the next one week. The maximum temperature 
will be in the range of 36 0 C to 42 0 C, while the 
minimum temperature will be in the range of 
220  C to 260  C. The State will have mainly dry 
weather in all the 31 districts from March 25 to 
31. Maximum temperature will be in the range 
of 36 to 40 degrees Celsius in 17 districts --- Hy-
derabad, Medchal- Malkajgiri, Rangareddy, 
Vikarabad, Sangareddy, Kamareddy, Medak, 
Siddipet, Karimnagar, Rajanna-Sircilla, Nirmal, 
Jagtial, Warangal (U), Warangal (R), Jangaon, 
Yadadri-Bhongiri, Mahabubabad from March 25 
to 31. During the same period, Maximum tem-
perature will be in the range of 360 C to 400 C 
and Minimum temperature in the range of 220 
C to 250 C .in 14 districts --- Adilabad, Nizam-
abad, Komrambhem-Asifabab, Mchanerial, Ped-
dapalle, Jayashankar-Bhupalpally, Bhadradri-
Kothagudem, Nalgonda, Suryapet, Khammam, 
Mahabubnagar, Wanaparthy, Nagarkurnool, 
Jogulamba- Gadwal.

Medical college 
in Nalgonda under 

consideration
Hyderabad, March 24: Establishment of a 

medical College in Nalgonda district is under ac-
tive consideration of the State government, said 
Minister for Health C. Laxma Reddy in the State 
Assembly today. The Health Minister said this 
while replying to Congress member Komatireddy 
Venkat Reddy, who reminded that Chief Minister 
K. Chandrasekhar Rao had made an assurance 
to start a medical college. The minister pointed 
out that establishment of medical in Nalgonda 
was under the consideration of the government. 
Laxma Reddy also explained that in the mean-
time, the government was taking all measures to 
upgrade the present hospital in Nolgonda with 
an allotment of Rs 27 crore. The 220-bed hospital 
would be upgraded into 55-bed hospital and also 
specialty units like ICU and Dialysis center would 
be added to the hospital, he explained.

Andhra assembly 
passes resolution 
against Leader of 

Opposition
Amaravati, March 24 (IANS) The Andhra 

Pradesh Assembly on Friday passed a resolu-
tion condemning the behaviour of Leader of Op-
position Y.S. Jaganmohan Reddy in the house. 
At the end of the day-long acrimony over chal-
lenges and counter-challenges by the ruling and 
opposition parties, the House passed a resolu-
tion in the absence of lone opposition YSR Con-
gress Party legislator. Following the walkout by 
the YSR Congress over what it called the ruling 
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) running away from 
accepting its challenges, the house took up a 
resolution moved by Legislative Affairs Minister 
Y. Ramakrishnudu. Members of Telugu Desam 
Party (TDP) and those who had defected to the 
ruling party from YSR Congress launched a bit-
ter attack on Jaganmohan Reddy. Ramakrish-
nudu even branded him a “psycho”, remarking 
that people are hanging their head in shame for 
having a person who illegally amassed Rs 1 lakh 
crore and who spent 16 months in jail as Leader 
of Opposition. The Minister said his attitude re-
flects the criminal background and “factionist” 
family he comes from. Stating that the existing 
rules are not sufficient to deal with such a per-
son, Ramakrishnudu called for framing new rules 
and underlined the need for speedy trial of the 
YSRCP chief in corruption cases. He also mooted 
the suggestion that the money lost by the house 
due to disruption caused by a member should be 
recovered from him.

The trouble began in the morning as the TDP 
insisted that Jaganmohan Reddy accept the chal-
lenge by Agriculture Minister Pulla Rao, who had 
Thursday dared him to prove his allegations in 
Agri Gold case. Jaganmohan Reddy had alleged 
that Pulla Rao’s wife purchased properties of Agri 
Gold even as the investigations were on against 
the company for cheating depositors. Pulla Rao 
had challenged that if the allegations against him 
are proved he will quit politics and wanted Jagan-
mohan Reddy to announce that if the allegations 
are not proved, he will quit.

Hyderabad, March 24 
(IANS) Police arrested BJP 
leaders to foil their march 
to Telangana assembly on 
Friday to protest the state 
government's move for hik-
ing the quota for Muslims 
in jobs and education. Ten-
sion prevailed near the as-
sembly as police stopped 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leaders and activists 
and arrested them for violat-
ing prohibitory orders in the 
high-security area.

BJP floor leader in as-
sembly Kishan Reddy, 
state unit President K. Lax-
man and other party leg-
islators were among those 
detained. Raising slogans 
against the Telangana 
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) gov-
ernment, the protesters 
tried to break the security 
cordon on the roads lead-
ing to the assembly build-

ing. Groups of protesters 
tried to reach the assem-
bly from different direc-
tions but were stopped 
by police. As the agitators 
squatted on the roads, po-
lice personnel bodily lifted 
them into waiting police 
vehicles and shifted them 
to police stations. Earlier, 
all five BJP members in the 
assembly were suspended 
from the House for two 
days for disrupting the pro-
ceedings on the issue of the 
Muslim quota.

Wearing black scarves and 
raising slogans against the 
government, the BJP mem-
bers demanded that the pro-
posal to increase the quota 
for Muslims be dropped. 
The TRS government has 
announced that it will move 
a bill in the assembly dur-
ing the ongoing budget ses-
sion to increase the quota for 

Muslims in jobs and educa-
tion from current four per-
cent to 12 percent. Kishan 
Reddy said the government's 
move was "unconstitution-
al" as there was no provision 
for providing reservation on 

the basis of religion and his 
party would intensify its agi-
tation on the issue.

BJP lawmakers 
suspended from 

assembly 

All five BJP members in 
the Telangana legislative as-
sembly were on Friday sus-
pended from the house for 
two days for disrupting the 
proceedings.

Speaker Madhusudhana 

Chary announced the sus-
pension of Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) members, includ-
ing their leader K. Laxman, 
as they trooped in the well 
of the house to protest the 
Telangana Rashtra Samithi 
(TRS) government's move to 
increase the reservation for 
Muslims in the state. Term-
ing the move as "unconsti-
tutional", the BJP has called 
for 'chalo assembly' (March 
to Assembly) on Friday. Se-
curity has been tightened 
on all roads leading to the 
assembly building to foil 
any march by the protestors. 
Legislative Affairs Minister 
Harish Rao moved the reso-
lution for the suspension 
of the BJP members for this 
week. Opposing the suspen-
sion of the BJP members, the 
main opposition Congress 
party staged a walkout from 
the assembly.

Hyderabad, March 24: Minister for 
Civil Supplies and Finance Etela Ra-
jender today set a deadline of three 
months to Joint Collectors to stop il-
legal transportation or sale of ration 
rice and other essential commodi-
ties which should be given to the 
needy and eligible poor in the State.

During a conference on Rabi Ac-
tion Plan with JCs here, the Minister 
asked them to make coordinated ef-
forts to curb malpractices in distri-
bution of ration rice among the poor 
with cards. He appreciated Civil 
Supplies Commissioner C V Anand 
for doing a fine job like he did as 
Cyberabad Police Commissioner to 
curb illegal transportation of ration 
rice. “Our aim was to ensure that ev-
ery poor should get ration rice and 
simultaneously check the illegal sale 
or transportation of ration rice”, he 
said. The entire system of Public Dis-
tribution System was streamlined by 

80 per cent as the officials are sup-
posed to work with self-respect. “We 
are not replicating the previous gov-
ernments, which used to ask officials 
to remove illegal cases against some 
dealers”, Rajender said. Without the 
pressure from the government, the 
officials have to make persistent ef-
forts to reach the goal to give rice to 
the poor. “We are ready to offer new 
shops and steps should be taken to 
see that only genuine people get rice 
and others should not,” he said, add-
ing that a publicity campaign has to 
be carried out in this regard.

Etela also said the Centre has rec-
ognised 1.90 cr people under below 
poverty line (BPL) category against 
the 2.74 cr people in the state. 
Though the government is commit-
ted to set the things right it is time 
joint collectors should work more 
effectively to curb malpractices he 
said. Steps have to be initiated that 

no dealer should have more number 
of cards with him the civil supplies 
minister said. Reduction of ration 
cards does not mean that the poor 
denied their due share of rice and in-
stead stop illegal sale and transpor-
tation of the same he said and asked 
to make exact weighing of rice which 
should not even reduce by half kilo.

Civil Supplies Corporation Chair-
man Peddi Sudershan Reddy said 
Rabi will be called “Yasangi” hence-
forth which is expected to get 37 lakh 
metric tons of produce this time. He 
said since the flagship program of 
Mission Kakatiya gave positive re-
sults, the lakes, water bodies and 
ponds in rural pockets are filled up 
with waters and the farmers and 
people are happy. “Despite the 
Corporation has loans and facing 
difficulties, we should work for ben-
efiting the farmers by giving them 
better price”, he said.

Hyderabad, March 24: Stating that 
there is no clarity in the amendment 
of Bhudan Board Act, CPI State Sec-
retary and former MLA, Chada Ven-
kat Reddy sought that comprehen-
sive land act be brought into place. 
Addressing a press conference 
with deputy secretary Palla Venkat 
Reddy, secretariat members Pashya 
Padma, Erla Narsimha at Makh-
doom Bhavan here, he said they 
will wage protests against the gov-
ernment for its efforts to give lands 
to corporate in the name of people 
interests. He expressed concern that 
the government failed to protect the 
Bhudan lands, temple lands in old 
city and sought clarity on forest land 
act 2006. Venkat Reddy also said that 
there are lacunae in land acts and 
the government should desist from 

harassing Tribals in the name of for-
est land act.

Finding fault with KCR govern-
ment for its proposal to shift Dharna 
Chowk he said that it was to stifle the 
voice of the people and opposition 
parties. Dharna Chowk Protection 
council will take up a movement on 
the lines of Telangana movement 
against the government until it can-
cels its proposal he warned. 

The CPI leader alleged that the 
BJP is foolishly opposing the reser-
vations to Muslim Minorities which 
should be given on the basis of back-
wardness and population. Chief 
Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao is 
trying to confuse people in the name 
of reservations he charged. Though 
the Muslims are seeking 10 per cent 
the KCR Government is making false 

promise of giving 12 per cent reser-
vations though previous 4 per cent 
reservations by YSR regime is not 
being implemented he fumed. He 
also expressed surprise at TRS MP 
Kavitha’s comment that KCR is real 
communist which is wrong. Allging 
that KCR who said to implement 
Maoist manifesto later resorted to 
encounter, he said.

Will strengthen 
local bodies: KTR

Hyderabad, March 24: IT & Municipal Administra-
tion Minister K T Rama Rao today expressed displea-
sure that the Centre’s decision to send development 
funds directly to gram panchayats was hampering the 
development of local bodies at district and mandals in 
middle level. The Centre has stopped BRGS funds to 
Zilla Parishats and mandal parishats and giving them 
to the villages creating problems in district level, he 
said. Ranga Reddy ZP Chairperson Sunitha Reddy and 
a team of ZPTCs and MLAs called on KTR, Panchayat 
Raj Minister Jupally Krishna Rao and Transport Min-
ister P Mahender Reddy at Assembly Committee hall 
and handed over a memorandum seeking share of 
funds from mining and stamp duty. “We will strength-
en the local bodies at middle level in the zilla parishats 
and mandals through various schemes, he said.

KTR said it was wrong to think that the state gov-
ernment was denying funds to the districts, which are 
actually stopped by the Centre. The State government 
has written a letter to the Centre in this regard seek-
ing funds to districts. The minister felt that more works 
can be taken up through welfare schemes and flagship 
programs Mission Bhagiratha and Mission Kakatiya 
and others instead of relying on the Central funds. 
Employment guarantee scheme can be implemented 
to give employment to people and help them get liveli-
hood and get good name, he said. He also promised to 
take the issue to the notice of Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao for providing funds to districts and 
mandals by taking necessary steps. Krishna Rao said 
efforts are being made to see that Rs 15 lakh to Rs 20 
lakh will be given to the districts and mandals. Works 
worth Rs 1,000 crore can be taken up under Employ-
ment Guarantee scheme  for roads, sewage canals, 
link roads, metalling, CC roads and others. If two per-
sons from each home work, this amount will reach Rs 
3000 crore with component, he said. KCR was offering 
huge funds for welfare and employment guarantee 
schemes, Rao said. 

BJP march to Telangana assembly 
against Muslim quota foiled

 BJP State President K. Laxman being detained by Police 
at Basheerbagh in Hyderabad on Friday. 

CPI demands comprehensive Land Act; 
Flays BJP for opposing Muslim reservation

Stop illegal transportation 
of rice: Etela tells JCs

Hyderabad, March 24: Scheduled 
Castes Development & Energy Minister 
G Jagdeesh Reddy has stated the State 
government would distribute 10,000 
acres to the SCs under three-acre land 
for SCs during the financial year and the 
Chief Minister has directed the district 
Collectors in this regard. Participating 
in the discussion on Scheduled Caste 
Development demand on Friday in the 
Legislative Assembly, the Minister said 
that the government was striving for de-
velopment of the Dalits in several ways 

and introducing effective schemes than 
previous governments. Stating that the 
state government was stick to the devel-
opment of the Dalits, the Minister said 
that the state government was enhanc-
ing the budget for the SCs. He revealed 
that the state government released 
Rs.2020crore for the fees reimburse-
ment. The government was initiating 
steps to see that every paisa allocated 
to the Dalits to be spent for the sake of 
them. BC Welfare Minister Jogu Raman-
na said the State government was fulfill-

ing all the assurances mentioned in the 
manifesto. The government increased 
the amount to the BCs, who were pursu-
ing their education in foreign countries. 
Speaking on the demands, Ramanna 
said that the state government has given 
Rs.60 crore for the 300 BC students. He 
said that the state government was im-
plementing the Kalyana Laxmi scheme 
for the marriage of girls of poor fami-
lies. The government have already given 
cash to 20,921 families under Kalyana 
Laxmi scheme.

Earlier, Opposition leaders SA Sam-
path Kumar (Congress), Sunnam Ra-
jaiah, R Krishnaiah (TDP), Ahmed Balala 
(MIM) spoke on the demand. Sunnam 
Rajaiah asked the state government not 

include new castes in the STs and estab-
lish residential degree colleges for girls in 
Tribal areas. R Krishnaiah has said that 
the state government allocated Rs.1000 
for the not identified MBCs but the same 
government failed to allocate adequate 
funds to the identified BCs. There was 
no mention of Federations, he said and 
demanded the state government to in-
crease the budget to the BC Study Circles.

TRS MLA Rasamayi Balakishan has 
made it clear that the Chief Minister 
was striving for the rural development 
with the inspiration of Mahathma Gan-
dhi. The situation could not be like now 
in case the Congress governments had 
taken interest for the development of the 
daliths.

10,000 acres to be distributed 
among SCs this year: Minister
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KOCHI: Even as instances of tu-
berculosis is declining across the 
state, Kochi city has not been part 
of that favourable statistic. TB is 
declining at a rate of 15 per cent in 
Kerala, but in Kochi it is just 5 per 
cent over the last six years. Unfor-
tunately, it is the elderly who are 
prone to this disease. Considering 
this fact, the Indian Medical Asso-
ciation is launching an intensive 
campaign titled ‘End TB Consor-

tium’ in association with govern-
ment hospitals. The campaign to 
be taken up by the private-govern-
ment consortium will be launched 
on World TB Day on Friday. As per 
data, the total number of TB cases 
in Kochi in 2016 was 548, while the 
number was 572 cases in 2010.

“The number of TB cases among 
the aged, starting from the age of 
50, is on the rise. The main reason 
for this is the increased prevalence 

of diabetes among them. While the 
prevalence of diabetes in rural ar-
eas is 18 per cent, it is 25 per cent 
in Kochi. Apart from this, the other 
historical reasons like poverty, 
overcrowded habitats like slums 
and coastal areas are also cited 
for the high rate of the disease. 
The disease rate is high among 
migrants and urban poor areas in 
west Kochi,” said Dr Rakesh P.S., 
epidemiologist and convener of 
‘End TB Consortium’. The disease 
is showing a declining trend among 
youngsters in the city. 

Thiruvananthapuram, March 
24 (IANS) After more than seven 
decades in existence and often re-
ferred to as Kerala’s own bank, the 
State Bank of Travancore (SBT) 
will on March 31 go into oblivion. 
From the new fiscal, the bank will 
be merged with the State Bank of 
India (SBI).

At the end of the previous fiscal 
the total business of SBT stood at Rs 
1,68,123 crore, which comprised to-
tal deposits of Rs 1,01,119 crore and 
advances of Rs 67,004 crore.

As a result of the merger, more 
than 14,000 employees (5,000 offi-
cers and the rest comprising cleri-
cal and subordinate staff) and 1,200 
SBT branches (880 in Kerala alone) 
will cease to exist under the brand 
name SBT.

In all, 400 branches of SBT will be 
physically closed down.

Speaking to IANS, K.S. Krishna, 
general secretary of SBT Employees 
Union, said the instruments of the 
SBT will be honoured till August 31, 
“after which our cheques and drafts 

will also go out of circulation”.
“What we are told is that of the 

880 SBT branches in Kerala, 204 
branches would be closed. The 
exact number of State Bank of In-
dia branches that would be closed 
down is not yet known. A decision 
has been taken that in case there 
are two branches of these banks in 
the same location, then if the SBT is 
located in its own property, it would 
continue,” said Krishna.

The State Bank of India (SBI) has 
3,000 employees and 480 branches 
in Kerala.

To downsize the staff in SBT, the 
SBT management has offered a VRS 
scheme that closes on April 5.

“From April 5 to 22, there is a 
window given for those who have 
opted for VRS to reverse their deci-
sion. This is open to all categories 
of employees. The offer for VRS is 
50 per cent salary for the remain-
ing service with a maximum of 30 
months,” said Krishna.

The giant SBT headquarters in 
the capital city will become the 

State Bank of India local head of-
fice. The top level officials of the 
present SBT, including its manag-
ing director, eight general manag-
ers and 36 deputy general manag-
ers, are getting ready to move to 
new locations.

“The top person in SBI in Kerala 
from April 1 will be sitting in our 
erstwhile headquarters and would 
hold the rank of Chief General 
Manager. Under him there would 
be three general managers and 12 
deputy general managers,” said 
Krishna.

On April 21 and 22, the technol-
ogy integration would be complete 
and the entire banking data of SBT 
would be merged with that of SBI.

SBI currently has 79.09 per cent 
shareholding in SBT. The Kerala 
government’s stake in SBT is 0.89 
per cent, while the remainder is in 
the hands of around 60,000 indi-
vidual shareholders.  The transfer of 
shares has already taken place, with 
SBT shareholders holding 10 shares 
given 22 shares of SBI.

‘Baahubali 2: The Conclusion’ 
trailer gets 100 mn views

Chennai, March 24 (IANS) The highly anticipated trailer of 
filmmaker S.S. Rajamoulis magnum opus “Baahubali 2: The 
Conclusion” has received 100 million views across four lan-
guages. It has become the most viewed Indian film trailer on 
video sharing site YouTube.  “100 million! Never ever thought 
of these numbers. For all those who made it possible,” Raja-
mouli posted on Twitter on Friday.  Despite an early leak, the 
film’s trailer was released in Telugu, Tamil, Hindi and Malay-
alam on March 16. In no time, the trailers went viral online.  
Filmmaker Karan Johar, who is releasing the Hindi version of 
the film, also took to the micro-blogging site to share the news.  
“The most viewed trailer! 100 million views. ‘Baahubali 2’,” 
he tweeted.  The second part of the franchise will finally shed 
light on why Kattappa killed Baahubali. Starring Prabhas, Rana 
Daggubati, Tamannaah Bhatia, Anushka Shetty, Ramya Krish-
nan and Sathyaraj, the film will release worldwide in IMAX on 
April 28..

Hamsa Nandini’s special 
cameo in NTR’s next film

Chennai, March 24 (IANS) Actress Hamsa Nandini, most 
known for her appearances in item songs, has landed a cameo 
in the upcoming yet-untitled Telugu outing starring Jr. NTR, a 
source said.  “Hamsa will be seen playing a supporting charac-
ter. Although it will be a cameo, the role has some weightage. 
She has already started shooting in Hyderabad and is thrilled 
to be sharing screen space with NTR for the first time,” a source 
from the film’s unit told IANS.  Being directed by Bobby, the 
film features NTR in a triple role for the first time.  Produced by 
NTR’s brother Kalyanram, the rest of the cast is being finalised.  
The project is NTR’s 27th film. 

3 Tamil films to be screened at 
New York film fest

 Chennai, March 24 (IANS Three unreleased Tamil films 
“Merku Thodarchi Maalai”, “Oru Kidayin Karunai Mani” and 
“Sigai” will be screened at the 17th edition of New York Indian 
Film Festival.  The fest will take place from April 30 to May 
7.  Viewfinder (VFC), an independent film consulting com-
pany, will provide services to the three films at the festival.  
“I’m happy that our company has helped to fill so much of 
the South Indian film bracket with such distinct films. They’re 
all uniquely entertaining in very different ways. We are grate-
ful to have worked on them and I am really looking forward 
to being there in New York to share these quality Tamil mov-
ies with New York audiences,” VFC Managing Director Dilani 
Rabindran said in a statement.  While this is the international 
premiere for “Merku Thodarchi Malai” and “Sigai”, both of 
which have played at festivals in India, this will be the world 
premiere for “Oru Kidayin Karunai Manu”.  The opening film 
of the fest is Alankrita Shrivasatava-directed “Lipstick Under 
My Burkha”.

TN: Burglars drill hole in shop 
roof, steal Rs 15 crore 

gold jewels
Tirunelveli: March 24 Gold ornaments worth Rs 15 crore 

were found burgled from a jewellery shop here today, police 
said.  Burglars had gained entry into the shop at Muruganku-
richi by drilling a hole on its roof and the incident came to light 
this morning when the staff reported for duty.   Gold jeweller-
ies of different varieties totally weighing 60 kgs and worth Rs 15 
crore were found stolen, police said adding the burglars might 
have struck late last night.  A construction work was going on 
in the adjoining the shop. The CCTV cameras in the shop were 
found broken. However four persons had been recorded by 
another secret CCTV camera.  A police team had been formed 
to nab the culprits and further investigation was on.

Tamil Nadu: Heart failure 
registry launched at 

Ramachandra Medical Centre
Chennai: March 24 Due to the steady increase in cases of 

heart failure in India, the need to identify and treat the dis-
ease early so that irreversible damage is prevented and the 
patients are given a reasonably good life was felt by doctors. 
As the country lacks data on cases of heart failure, Sri Ramach-
andra Medical Centre, on Thursday, launched a heart failure 
registry to monitor patients on a long term and work out the 
best methods of intervention for better health outcomes.  In-
augurated by chancellor of Sri Ramachandra University V. R. 
Venkatachalam, the registry will record all heart failure cases 
reported as outpatients and in the emergency and also treated 
in tmedical centre and the medical college hospital.  Elaborat-
ing on the registry Dr S. Thanikachalam, chairman and direc-
tor, Cardiac Care Centre, SRMC said, “The patients will con-
tinue to be under treatment under their preferred cardiologist 
and will be monitored continuously. All diagnostic results will 
be centrally recorded and will be available to the treating car-
diologist. Any patients with heart failure symptoms anywhere 
can also register themselves and get treated in the two hos-
pitals. The rich data bank will be used for clinical research.”   
“There are many treatment options to restore a heart failure 
patient to good health. Those who cannot afford the treat-
ment, in general, can also get treated in SRMC. The registry, 
which will be accessible between 8 am and 4 pm on Weekdays, 
can be reached at 044-23860531,” said Speaking on the occa-
sion Dr T. R. Muralidharan, HoD, Cardiology, SRU. Stating that 
the in-house registry was much needed, vice chancellor and 
interventional cardiologist Dr J. S. N. Murthy, said.

Thiruvananthapuram, March 24 
(IANS) CPI-M General Secretary Si-
taram Yechury on Friday accused the 
BJP and RSS of going ahead with their 
agenda of turning a secular India into 
a “Hindu rashtra” as well as violence 
and communal polarisation in some 
states.

He said both the Bharatiya Janata 
Party and the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh were targeting Communist 
Party of India-Marxist cadres in Kerala 
and Tripura since his party was the 
one consistently attacking their agen-
da of “Hindu rashtra”.

“They are engaged in working out 
communal polarisation and are also 
engaged in violence. We have been 
their target in Kerala for ages; and now 
they are working to see us out of power 
in Tripura and out of West Bengal... 
the issue is very serious...,” he said. 

Yechury told the media here that 
the CPI-M will deal with the matter 
through democratic means.

He also accused the BJP of flouting 
all precedents in Parliament and hold-
ing parliamentary procedures in con-
tempt.

“I have just been informed by my 

colleague in the Rajya Sabha that the 
government has decided to move the 
Finance Bill in the lower house today 
(Friday) after the private members 
bills.  “Such a thing has never happened 
before. The BJP has absolute contempt 

for parliamentary procedures. They are 
resorting to all this because they do not 
have the numbers in the upper house.”  
The CPI-M leader said the situation in 
Uttar Pradesh was going from bad to 
worse ever since new Chief Minister 

Yogi Adityanath had assumed office af-
ter the assembly elections.

“The RSS and other self-appointed 
vigilantes are taking law into their own 
hands and closing down slaughter 
houses. There is clear-cut law in the 
state on this aspect, but that’s not be-
ing followed ever since the new Chief 
Minister has assumed office,” the Left 
leader said. 

Yechury said moral policing had 
also been taken up by forming ‘anti-
Romeo squads’.  “Had the BJP an-
nounced Yogi Adityanath as their 
chief ministerial candidate before 
elections, they would not have come 
to power in Uttar Pradesh,” he said. 
“I have just been informed by my 
colleague in the Rajya Sabha that the 
government has decided to move the 
Finance Bill in the lower house today 
(Friday) after the private members 
bills.  “The RSS and other self-ap-
pointed vigilantes are taking law into 
their own hands and closing down 
slaughter houses. There is clear-cut 
law in the state on this aspect, but 
that’s not being followed ever since 
the new Chief Minister has assumed 
office,” the Left leader said. 

KOLLAM: March 24 The Kol-
lam police on Thursday took 
Shibu, 35, son of Victor Daniel 
who was arrested for the rape of 
his 10-year-old granddaughter, 
into custody for interrogation 
in connection with the death 
of a 14-year-old boy in their 
neighbourhood. The move was 
based on a complaint by the 
boy’s mother alleging Shibu’s 
role in the boy’s death the other 
day. The boy was found hang-
ing from the ceiling of his room 
in 2010 and his mother alleged 
that Victor, along with his son 
Shibu, had killed the boy. Shibu 
threatened to kill their elder 
daughter by saying that he had 

come for her, but got only the 
boy.

The family earlier stayed 
close to the house of Victor 
Daniel and shifted to a new 
location after getting death 
threats, she had said. The po-
lice is examining the possibility 
of including the grandmother 
and mother of the 10-year-old 
girl as co-accused in the case as 
they were aware of the sexual 
assault being carried out by the 
grandfather. The sister of the 
girl had testified against the 
grandfather.

Autopsy reveals boy was sod-
omised The autopsy report on 
a 13-year-old boy, who com-

mitted suicide at his house in 
Karavaloor in Punalur on Sun-
day, has revealed that he was a 
victim of unnatural sex. It was 
earlier suspected that he com-
mitted suicide. The boy was 
alone at home. When his par-
ents returned from celebration, 
they found him hanging. The 
police conducted inquest in the 
presence of fingerprint expert 
and scientific officer. They also 
recorded the statement of po-
lice surgeon after the autopsy. 
Police questioned the boy’s 
relatives and neighbours as part 
of inquiry.The sister of the girl 
had testified against the grand-
father.

Kerala: Son of man who raped 
grandchild in custody

JD(S) only hope,
 others looting state: 
HD Kumaraswamy

State Bank of Travancore gets ready 
to go into oblivion

Bengaluru: March 24 Declaring that his 
party would not join hands with either the 
Congress or the BJP in the 2018 Assembly 
polls, state JDS president, H D Kumaraswamy 
on Thursday claimed it was the only hope for 
Karnataka as the other two parties were mere-
ly intent on “looting” it .

“One party says diary and another says CD. 
Between them, Karnataka’s situation is de-
teriorating by the day. The JD(S) is the only 
hope for the state . We are hoping to come 
to power on our own,” he said, addressing a 
JD(S) rally at the Palace Grounds in the city.

In an obvious reference to former minis-
ter and mining baron, Janardhan Reddy, Mr 
Kumaraswamy added caustically, “One BJP 
leader had taken an oath to write my future. 
Now, the Enforcement Directorate and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi have helped him get 
back his assets as he has promised to give Rs 
500 crore to the party.”

JD(S) supremo, H.D. Deve Gowda in his 
speech described the developments in the 
state as disturbing and claimed that both the 
Congress and BJP had let the people down.

“Only regional parties can address the 
problems of the people. During the next one 
year I intend to travel to every nook and cor-
ner of the state to ensure that the JD(S) comes 
to power in the state,” he added.

Taking a dig at  the new Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister, Yogi Adityanath, he said the head 
of a religious mutt was now heading 30 crore 
people of a state.

Kochi slow in tackling 
Tuberculosis; 548 cases in 2016

RSS, BJP working towards Hindu rashtra: Yechury

Kerala to get 
representation in 

Modi cabinet
T h i r u v a n a n t h a -

puram, March 24 (IANS) 
Kerala will get a repre-
sentation in the Modi 
cabinet during the next 
reshuffle, a party leader 
said on Friday. 

The source said 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
President Amit Shah 
was determined to see 
the party open its ac-
count in the 2019 gen-
eral election from the 
state. 

BJP veteran O. Raja-
gopal became the first 
party leader to get elect-

ed to the Kerala assem-
bly in 2016.

“The BJP leadership 
has agreed to give Ker-
ala representation in 
the union cabinet,” said 
the source who did not 
wish to be identified by 
name. Kerala has 20 Lok 
Sabha and nine Rajya 
Sabha seats.

Rajya Sabha mem-
bers Suresh Gopi and 
Rajiv Chandrasekher, a 
Malayalee elected from 
Karnataka, are said to 
be in race for a cabinet 
berth.

The CPI-M leader said the situation in Uttar Pradesh was 
going from bad to worse ever since new Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath had assumed office after the assembly 
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Police attacked as 
school girl dies

Kolkata, March 24 (IANS) Senior officials of the West 
Bengal Police were beaten up after a school girl died in 
a road accident in Murshidabad district on Friday, police 
said. The situation turned ugly after the girl was knocked 
down by a speeding truck while crossing the National 
Highway 25 in New Farakka area, police said.

“Some hooligans created a ruckus at the spot by block-
ing the roads and ransacking buses. They hurled bricks 
and attacked us with sticks when we reached the spot,” a 
police officer said. 

“Some of our senior officers and I got injured,” he added.
Following the student’s death, several people gathered 

with iron rods and sticks and ransacked the truck. 
The mob attacked police, accusing them of taking bribes 

from truck drivers and not taking steps against the traffic 
rule violations.

Television footage showed a mob setting fire to a gov-
ernment bus.

Police denied the allegations and said action would be 
taken against those who attacked the police.

Six BSF personnel in-
jured in field firing

Ranchi, March 24 (IANS) Six Border Security Force (BSF) 
troopers suffered injuries in field firing here on Friday after-
noon, an official said.

The incident occurred around 12.50 p.m. during the prac-
tice firing of shells at Sitagarh firing range in Hazaribagh 
district. 

“Our troopers were in the practice fire of 51 m.m. 
mortar at Sitagarh field firing range when one of the 
shells exploded after a shortfall. The shell did not take 
the flight of desired distance, resulting in injuries to six 
BSF personnel,” BSF spokesperson Shubhendu Bhard-
waj told IANS.

The officer said that the injured were immediately rushed 
to a nearby hospital where their condition was stated to be 
stable. He explained that the desired distance of a shell was 
estimated at 800-900 metres, but it accidentally fell at a dis-
tance of around 12 metres.

Acid tank bursts in MP 
ordnance factory

Hoshangabad (Madhya Pradesh), March 24 (IANS) An 
acid tank burst on Friday in an ordnance factory in Itarsi in 
Hoshangabad district of Madhya Pradesh. However, no inju-
ries were reported.

After conducting an on-site inspection, Sub-Divisional 
Officer-Police Anil Sharma told IANS: “Various arms and am-
munition as well as missiles used by the defence forces are 
manufactured here. During the recycling process in the man-
ufacturing unit, the acid tank burst.”

The employees on duty immediately brought the situation 
under control, he said, adding that no one was injured in the 
incident.

Stressing that the incident occurred due to “technical rea-
sons”, he ruled out the possibility of foul play either by an in-
sider or an outsider. Stressing that the incident occurred due 
to “technical reasons”, he ruled out the possibility of foul play 
either by an insider or an outsider.

“Adequate security arrangements are in place in the fac-
tory. In fact, there is a two-layer security system. The incident 
took place due to technical reasons,” Sharma said. 

New Punjab assembly’s 
first session begins

 Chandigarh, March 24 (IANS) The first session of the 
newly-elected 15th Vidhan Sabha (legislative assembly) of 
Punjab began here on Friday.

Pro-tem Speaker Rana K.P. Singh administered the oath 
to some newly-elected members while the remaining ones 
in the 117-member house will be administered oath on 
Monday.

The Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the new assembly 
will be elected on Monday.

Punjab Governor V.P. Singh Badnore will address the as-
sembly on March 28, followed by a debate on the address 
and Motion of Thanks, besides presentation of Supple-
mentary Grants for the 2016-17 fiscal and a Vote on Ac-
count for fiscal 2017-18 on March 29.

The Congress government, led by Chief Minister Ama-
rinder Singh, took office in Punjab on March 16 after the 
Congress swept the February 4 assembly polls, winning 77 
of the 117 assembly seats. The Congress government, led 
by Chief Minister Amarinder Singh, took office in Punjab 
on March 16 after the Congress swept the February 4 as-
sembly polls, winning 77 of the 117 assembly seats.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) won 20 seats, while its ally 
Lok Insaaf Party won two. 

The Shiromani Akali Dal won 15 seats while ally Bharati-
ya Janata Party won three seats. The Akali Dal and the BJP 
alliance ruled Punjab for two consecutive terms for 10 
years until the polls.

Manipur launches 
anti-corruption cell

Over 6 kg silver seized, one 
held on Bangladesh border

Transgender women pose as ‘main-
stream models’ in photo exhibition

PDP challenges NC, 
Congress’ moral right to 

speak for Kashmiris

Land of Buddha, Mahavira 
inspires me: President

Imphal, March 24 (IANS) 
The BJP-led coalition govern-
ment in Manipur on Friday, has 
launched an anti-corruption 
cell to check all kinds of corrup-
tions in the state.

BJP spokesperson T. Biswajit 
Singh said: “A telephone num-
ber has been made public and 
aggrieved persons could lodge 
all kinds of corruption charges 
through this number. The iden-
tity of the complainants shall be 
kept confidential.” 

He added that there are re-
ports of extorting money for ser-
vices rendered and cash for job 
scams.

Singh further said that all in-
terviews for the appointment of 
grade III and IV employees in 
the state government shall be 
done away with. “This step was 
taken to plug the corruption 

loopholes in appointments of 
the lower grade employees.” 

Talking about the sub-stan-
dard construction works, he 
said, “Photographs of such con-
structions shall be taken at three 
stages to ensure that there is 
quality construction. Payments 
will be made only when the of-
ficials and people are satisfied 
with the quality of the construc-
tions.” 

The MLA asked people to be 
vigilant and actively watch out 
for sub-standard constructions. 

This is the third populist 
step the coalition government, 
formed on March 15, has taken 
up. First it had ended the four-
month-old economic blockade 
imposed by the United Naga 
Council against Manipur, pro-
testing against the creation of 
seven districts. 

Kolkata, March 24 (IANS) At 
least one person was arrested 
and over six kg of silver was 
seized by the Border Security 
Force personnel in West Ben-
gal’s Malda district, an official 
said on Friday.

The BSF troopers at Bajitpur 
outpost observed suspicious 
movements near the riverine 
border area and detained a man 
on Thursday night while he was 
trying to cross over to Bangla-
desh.

“Nazirul Seikh, 56, a resi-
dent of Murshidabad district’s 
Schoolpara village, was arrested 
while trying to cross the Inter-
national Border,” Ajay Kumar 
of BSF’s South Bengal Frontier 
said. “BSF seized 6.3 kilograms 
of silver worth approximately 
2.6 lakh rupees,” Kumar said.

“The apprehended person 
was handed over to the Custom 
Department of Murshidabad 
district’s Aurangabad,” the of-
ficer said.

Kolkata, March 24 (IANS) Capturing 
their beauty and poise, a recent pho-
tography exhibition here featured trans-
gender women as mainstream models 
as a tribute to the “female souls” who 
have overcome stigma and discrimina-
tion to give wings to their desires.

Photographer Chaitali Chakraborty 
wanted to celebrate womanhood in her 
debut show and she chose to highlight 
transgender women as models in a con-
temporary look in the exhibition “Shakti 
Rupena”.

“As a woman, I had wished that when-
ever I do my first photography exhibition 
it should be on women. Moreover, I feel 
transgender women are glamorous and 
can be a part of mainstream entertain-
ment and fashion industry, including ad 
films etc. We must give them a chance. 
I want to carry this forward by incor-
porating them in commercials,” said 
Chakraborty, who has a background in 
advertising. Chakraborty says she was 

intrigued by the fact that audiences 
couldn’t tell they were trans-women.

“We didn’t disclose at first that they 
were from the transgender community. 
They felt honoured to be showcased and 
I believe as a society we must give them 
that respect,” the photographer said, 
adding she selected eight transgenders 
for the shoot. 

Bengali cine-stars Debashree Roy and 
Indrani Halder also featured in the event 
and were portrayed as mythological 
women. Shree Ghatak Muhury, one of 
the first trans-women to legally marry, 
was one of Chakraborty’s muse.

“It feels like a dream... to do theatre 
and now modelling... its as if I have got 
wings and I will fly off,” Muhury said.

Shreya, another transgender, said: 
“We are female souls in a male body.”

The event ran from March 17 to March 
19 at Indian Council for Cultural Rela-
tions (ICCR) here, in collaboration with 
India World Foundation.

Srinagar, March 24 (IANS) Jammu 
and Kashmir’s ruling PDP on Friday 
questioned the moral right of the NC 
and the Congress to champion the 
rights of Kashmiris alleging that the 
woes of the people came from the long 
years the two parties were in power in 
the state.

“The moral stand that (National Con-
ference Patron) Farooq Abdullah is try-
ing to take on Kashmir has no legs be-
cause the problems faced by the state 
today are the outcome of his party and 
the Congress that handled power for the 
longest time during the last 60 years,” 
senior Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
leader Naeem Akhtar told some report-
ers on the sidelines of a poll campaign 
review meeting here. 

“The alliance between the NC and the 
Congress only symbolises deceit and 
treachery. Farooq Abdullah and (his 
son and former Chief Minister) Omar 
(Abdullah) are the main reasons behind 
the mess the state has been facing.

“Whenever the two (NC and Con-
gress) aligned in the past, they only 
brought misery and sufferings to the 
people,” he added.

Akhtar claimed that since the NC 
knew it could not stand up to the PDP 
on its own in the Lok Sabha by-poll, it 
had sought support from the Congress.

He also challenged the Abdullahs, 
who have both represented the Sri-
nagar seat in Parliament, to identify 
a single intervention they had made 
there which could be seen as a contri-
bution by a public representative of the 
constituency.

Akhtar also alleged that the feeling 
of disempowerment among the people 
was the result of the policies adopted 
by the NC and the Congress.

“These two parties and their leader-
ship are the real architects and imple-
menters of this. In 1987, the two parties 
fought the election together and the 
state is still facing the brunt,” he said 
referring to the elections whose rigging 
in generally perceived to have led to the 
rise of militancy in the state.

Akhtar also charged the NC with mak-
ing it customary, when out of power, to 
raise slogans of freedom, plebiscite and 
autonomy. “Abdullahs are known for 
their doublespeak. They oppose dia-
logue and peace process with Pakistan 
and instead advocate war when in pow-
er and bracket themselves with separat-
ists when in opposition,” he said.

PDP has fielded Nazir Ahmad Khan 
against the elder Abdullah who is the 
joint candidate of the NC and the Con-
gress for Srinagar-Budgam Parliamen-
tary by-poll scheduled on April 9.

Patna, March 24 (IANS) President 
Pranab Mukherjee on Friday said Bihar 
-- the land of Buddha and Mahavira -- in-
spires him whenever he visits the state.

“Bihar has big historic importance. I 
have visited Bihar several times and every 
time it (the state) inspired me,” the Presi-
dent said.

He was speaking as the chief guest at 
the inauguration of the third and final in-
ternational conference to mark the silver 
jubilee celebrations of the Asian Develop-
ment Research Institute (ADRI), a Patna 

based think tank. The President arrived 
here by a special Indian Air Force plane 
and spent nearly two hours before return-
ing to Delhi.

Over 100 experts and researchers from 
across the country and abroad, including 
those from prestigious universities like 
Oxford, Cambridge, Yale, London School 
of Economics, Amsterdam and National 
University of Singapore, will discuss and 
present papers at the five-day conference 
on the theme of ‘Bihar and Jharkhand: 
Shared History to Shared Vision’.

Kolkata, March 24 (IANS) The 
West Bengal Health Regulatory 
Commission, set up to moni-
tor private hospitals, will start 
functioning within a week and a 
website will be in place for lodg-
ing online complaints, one of its 
members said on Friday.

“It will start working in a week. 
We will also consider online 
complaints,” panel member 
M.L. Saha told IANS.

Senior Calcutta High Court 
Justice Ashim Kumar Roy will 
officiate as chairman of the 
13-member high-powered 
commission that has the status 
of a civil court. It is empowered 
to issue summons in case of a 
dispute. Senior Calcutta High 
Court Justice Ashim Kumar 
Roy will officiate as chairman 
of the 13-member high-pow-
ered commission that has the 
status of a civil court. It is em-
powered to issue summons in 
case of a dispute.

Consumer Affairs Department 
Secretary Anil Verma will be its 
Vice-Chairman.

Apart from the Chairman and 
the Vice-Chairman, the other 
11 members include renowned 

doctors, a representative of 
nurses, Director of Medical Ed-
ucation, a nominee of Health 
Department, and two police of-
ficers. Politicians have not been 
included.

The commission, was pro-
posed to be set up through The 
West Bengal Clinical Establish-
ments (Registration, Regulation 
and Transparency) Bill, 2017. 

The Act, passed by the assem-
bly on March 3, aims to bring in 
transparency, end harassment 
of patients and check medical 
negligence in private hospitals 
and nursing homes. 

All other private medical set-
ups - irrespective of whether 
they are registered or not -- 
come under its ambit.

The penal measures range be-
tween compensation and scrap-
ping licences of erring physi-
cians/hospitals. 

The commission may also put 
the offender behind bars for up 
to three years. It can also order 
trying the offender under the 
Indian Penal Code, including 
under sections pertaining to cul-
pable homicide in case a patient 
dies due to severe negligence.

Bengal health panel 
to start functioning

 within week
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It is a strange phenomena in world affairs that 

political manipulation as well as tactics are grow-

ing fast. On the other side, all the countries that 

were struggling to find an easy way to develop 

economically as well as to gain political stability 

are trying to get closer to China. The reasons are 

obvious that China was growing fast, yet it always 

had open hands to embrace big or small neigh-

bours or far off countries because it has the need 

for everyone. China has vital interests in Africa, 

where it can find large tracts of land for cultivation 

because it has an enormous population and their 

need for food is immense. China is also equally in-

terested in Afghanistan, where mineral and other 

resources are countless. China`s large population, 

is a disadvantage for any developing country, but 

for China it could be an advantage, to create an 

internal market with the enormous growth in its 

middle classes and also because China`s relations 

with all types of countries provides it with an ever 

increasing market for its products. China also has 

the capacity to shelve any differences with any 

country, for some time in the future, whilst it is 

prepared to do business with them as long as it 

proves advantageous at the moment because of 

its huge economy it has the capacity to become 

an essential part in any need of life. China is not 

prepared to throwaway or discard any section of 

the population, which is backward because it has 

the experience of growing into a big progressive 

country and finds a place for all types of products, 

techniques that changes them into useful units for 

the country. It knows the technique of growth in 

which, the most backward and the most advanced 

structures survive together or are equally used for 

profit. What is important in this technique is the 

art of management and largeness of population 

as well as the varities of people, who get adjust-

ed in their most productive phase, which in any 

other country would have been discarded. There 

is the secret to Chinese diplomacy with which, ev-

ery crisis is solved while at the same time, show-

ing its strength with the threat of withdrawal also. 

China knows in its assessment of every crisis, big 

or small can be shelved into the future, because 

it will only gain strength in the mean time. They 

are sober, witty, smiling and pleasant, but one will 

never discover the inside of their world. The art 

of adjustment as well as the technique to avoid 

clashes and not to waste valuable energy is their 

specialty. They are prepared to trace all mutual 

benefits in every part of the world.          

BY ALISON SALDANHA

It is unfortunate that some op-
ponents, communalists are try-
ing to portray him as a rabble-

rouser and fringe personality. They 
should go through his parliamen-
tary debates. Those reveal his sea-
soned thinking on various issues 
of governance,” union Urban De-
velopment Minister M. Venkaiah 
Naidu said on his Facebook page 
on March 19, 2017, referring to 
Uttar Pradesh (UP) Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath.

Factchecker did just that, analys-
ing hiss performance over the last 
eight years as a member of Parlia-
ment (MP) in the 15th and 16th 
Lok Sabhas, using data from PRS 
Legislative Research, an advocacy 
focussed on parliamentary affairs, 
and the Lok Sabha archives.

Our four main findings:
1. While the 44-year-old politi-

cian raised a variety of concerns 
-- including river pollution and 
rising cases of encephalitis -- his 
most recurring choice of debates 
focussed on Hindu affairs and cow 
slaughter, particularly over the last 
three years.

2. In the 16th (current) Lok 
Sabha, 18 per cent of Adityanath’s 
debates have focussed on Hindu 
issues, seven-percentage points 
more than during his previous 
term as MP. The topics include 
cow slaughter, enforcing a uniform 
civil code, and protection of Hindu 
pilgrims. Even his debates on the 
Enemy Property Bill (now an Act) 
and his concerns about Indian 
youth in Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria (ISIS), counted under inter-
nal security debates, held religious 
underpinnings.

3. A science graduate, Aditya-
nath had the most queries (57) for 
the ministry of health during the 
16th Lok Sabha: 11 were on cor-
ruption in medical bodies, and six 
on population control measures 
to address India’s “reported de-
mographic imbalance”, a refer-
ence to his belief that Muslims, 
who make up 14.2 per cent of In-
dia’s population, were growing 
faster than Hindus.

4. Adityanath asked almost as 
many questions (52) of the min-
istry of home affairs over the last 
eight years of the 15th and 16th 
Lok Sabha. Of these, 34 per cent 

were related to fears about the ef-
fect of ISIS, Indian Mujahideen ex-
tremists and Christian separatists 
on internal security.

Here is a more detailed analysis:
15th Lok Sabha (June 2009 to 

February 2014): Although Aditya-
nath’s parliamentary attendance 
(72%) was slightly below the aver-
age for MPs from his state (79%) 
and the rest of the country (76%), 
he participated in more debates 
and asked more questions than 
the average MP, according to PRS 
Legislative Research data.

Adityanath participated in 82 
debates against the average of 38 
for other MPs.

During this term, Adityanath, 
who has been charged with intim-
idation, rioting, promoting enmi-
ty between different groups and 
defiling a place of worship, also 
raised concerns over violence in 
Muslim-dominated Kishtwar dis-
trict of Jammu and Kashmir, and 
UP’s Moradabad district, where 
Muslims constitute nearly half the 
population.

16th Lok Sabha (June 1, 2014 to 
March 15, 2017): Adityanath par-
ticipated in 56 debates-fewer than 
the average of 72 clocked by MPs 
from his state, PRS data shows.

In nearly a fifth of these -- a sev-
en-percentage -- point jump over 
the previous term-the five-time 
MP (he was first elected to the 
Lok Sabha in 1998 at age 26) par-
ticipated in debates that focussed 
on Hindu affairs. These included 
a national ban on cow slaughter, 
enforcing a uniform civil code, 
and ensuring the safety of Hindu 
pilgrims. Even his debates on in-
ternal security that voiced con-
cerns about a conspiracy to bring 
Pakistanis to India through the 
Enemy Property Bill, and the al-
leged involvement of Indian youth 
in the Islamic State, carried reli-
gious undertones.

During this term, in four of five 
“Demand for Grants” debates on 
the railway budget that Adityanath 
participated in (data for the most 
recent debate in 2017 are yet to be 
put out) -- which Naidu described 
as “levelheaded and inspiring” 
-- the Gorakhpur MP primarily 
praised the budget and congratu-
lated the railway ministry while 
criticising the previous Congress-

led government and states where 
the party still holds power. In one 
debate, he presented demands for 
grants to set up rail lines and to 
upgrade rail infrastructure in his 
constituency, Gorakhpur.

He also wanted “central univer-
sity status” for Gorakhpur Univer-
sity, and asked -- in four debates -- 
for the Bhojpuri dialect of eastern 
UP and Bihar to be regarded as a 
national language.

His concern for polluted rivers 
and the spread of encephalitis 
continued in his debates but took 
up a considerably smaller share (5 
per cent).

“Rapid reduction in the number 
of Sikhs and Buddhists along with 
sanatan (classical) Hinduism and 
the rapid increase in the Muslim 
population attract attention to 
the dangerous situation of demo-
graphic imbalance, it is shocking… 
the need for an effective equal civil 
law and population control is be-
ing felt within the country,” Ad-
ityanath said in a 2016 debate on a 
uniform civil code.

While the country’s overall 
population grew at 17 per cent 
in the decade to 2011, Census 
data showed Muslim population 
growth hit a 20-year low of 24.6 
per cent in 2011, as IndiaSpend 
reported in August, 2015.

Naidu, in his Facebook post, 
quoting a Hindustan Times re-
port, said Muslims in the state 
welcomed Adityanath’s appoint-
ment. “A large number of Muslims 
seem to be celebrating,” the post 
reads.

30 per cent of Adityanath’s 
questions to four ministries

In both the 15th and 16th Lok 
Sabha, Adityanath raised more 
questions than the average MP, 
with 347 queries (against the av-
erage of 300) upto February 2014 
and 284 upto March 2017 (against 
the average of 180).

In the 16th Lok Sabha, queries to 
four ministries -- external affairs, 
health and family welfare, home 
affairs and human resource devel-
opment -- formed 30 per cent of 
his questions to 43 ministries.

In the 15th Lok Sabha, he direct-
ed nearly 50 per cent of his ques-
tions to six of 39 ministries which 
include the four we mentioned 
earlier, and the ministries of rail-

ways and road transport and high-
ways. The external affairs ministry 
received 51 questions from Ad-
ityanath since 2009. Two-thirds of 
these pertained to his suspicions 
of anti-Indian activities and senti-
ments across India’s border, par-
ticularly in Nepal. Others include 
questions about imposing a ban 
on Pakistani movies and artists 
coming to India, security of the 
Indo-Nepalese border, and the 
“misbehaviour” of a Nepalese air-
liner towards Hindu pilgrims.
UP CM’s bills in Parliament: Ban 
on cow slaughter, renaming 
India ‘Hindustan’
Since 2009, Adityanath has 
had five private member’s bills 
pending in the Lok Sabha, more 
than the average of one per MP. 
They are:

The Constitution (Amendment) 
Bill, 2014 (Amendment of article 
1, etc.): This proposes a change in 
the country’s name, from “India, 
that is Bharat,” to “Bharat, that is 
Hindustan,” according to a 2014 
report on private members’ bills 
and resolutions.

The Ban on Cow Slaughter Bill, 
2014: This bill, reintroduced in 
the 16th Lok Sabha, is a replica of 
Adityanath’s 2009 bill for the 15th 
Lok Sabha. 

The Constitution (Amendment) 
Bill, 2014 (Omission of article 44, 
etc.): This would turn the direc-
tive principle of creating a uniform 
civil code for India into a law. The 
implications of this bill would have 
far-reaching effects on the person-
al laws and practices of people of 
various religions in India.

The Constitution (Amendment) 
Bill, 2015 (Insertion of new article 
25A): This seeks to insert a new 
article in the Indian Constitution 
that will ban forcible religious 
conversions.

The High Court at Allahabad 
(Establishment of a Permanent 
Bench at Gorakhpur) Bill, 2015: 
This seeks a permanent bench 
of the Allahabad High Court in 
his constituency. None of these 
bills has been passed yet. Aditya-
nath’s High Court bill and the 
ban on forced religious conver-
sions are yet to be introduced in 
the House, as the Indian Express 
reported in March, 2017.
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In 8 years in Parliament, Yogi Adityanath’s most 
recurring debate topic: Hindu affairs

BY KARTHIK MADHAVAPEDDI

The world has vowed to elimi-
nate poverty and hunger by 
2030 as part of 169 sustain-

able development goals adopted in 
2015. Yet, increasing urbanisation 
is posing new challenges to prog-
ress, according to a new report, 
and India is particularly vulnerable 
because it faces the twin burden of 
under- and over-nutrition.

The 2017 Global Food Policy 
Report -- released by the Interna-
tional Food Policy Research Insti-
tute (IFPRI) -- studied the develop-
ments in food policy around the 
world in 2016 with a””special focus 
on the challenges and opportuni-
ties created by rapid urbanisation, 
especially in low- and middle-in-
come countries, for food security 
and nutritio””.

“India faces a paradoxical situa-
tion -- its rapid economic growth 
is coupled with a much slower de-
cline in undernutritio”,” the sixth 
annual report noted.

The country continued imple-
menting its National Food Secu-
rity Act (NFSA, under which 99.4 
million households are entitled to 
5 kg of subsidised foodgrain per 
person per month), Mid Day Meal 
Scheme (under which free lunch-
es are supplied to students in pri-
mary and upper primary classes), 
and anganwadi centres (courtyard 
centres set up to combat child 
hunger and malnutrition) to tack-
le food and nutrition insecurity, 
the report added.

Less than 11 per cent of the 
world was suffering from under-
nourishment globally, according to 
data from the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation. In India, the figure 
stood at 15.2 per cent. Of 32 mil-
lion people who moved from rural 
to urban areas between 2001 and 

2011, 7.4 million moved for work/
business while 10.4 million moved 
with the household. Nearly 17 per 
cent of the urban population, or 
more than 65 million people, lives 
in slums, a number that has more 
than doubled over three decades.

As much as 78 per cent of the 
workforce is employed in the infor-
mal sector (excluding agriculture), 
which is mostly based in urban and 
semi-urban areas, the report said.

India is projected to add 404 mil-
lion urban dwellers between 2014 
and 2050 -- accounting for 16 per 
cent of the projected rise in urban 
population worldwide -- according 
to a 2014 UN report.

“Poor urban dwellers face unique 
nutritional challenges around ac-
cessing nutritious food, adequate 
employment, social protection, 
and adequate water, sanitation, 
and hygiene facilities, all of which 
affect food security and nutriti”n,” 
the IFPRI report said.

The lack of new and complete 
data on the extent of food insecurity 
in urban areas needs to be urgently 
addressed by comprehensive re-
search, the report suggested. With 
most welfare programmes aimed at 
rural areas, the poorest of the urban 
poor remain vulnerable.”

“Distress migration to urban 
areas, unlike developmental mi-
gration, is urbanising the issue of 
food insecur”ty,” Anjani Kumar, 
research fellow at the I’PRI’s South 
Asia Regional Office and an author 
of the report, told IndiaSpend.

While there is a positive discrim-
ination towards rural areas in deal-
ing with challenges -- for instance, 
the targeted public distribution 
system (PDS) aims to cover 75 per 
cent of rural households and 50 
per cent of urban households un-
der NFSA -- programmes such as 

seeding PDS beneficiaries with 
their Aadhaar numbers will help 
avoid duplication and pilferages, 
Kumar said, adding that increased 
efficiency in PDS will enable an en-
hancement of coverage by 30 per 
cent or more, thereby reaching ur-
ban slums.

India is now faced with the 
twin-burden of under- and over-
nutrition. While 38.4 per cent 
of children under the age of five 
are stunted (low height-for-age) 
and 21 per cent are wasted (low 
weight-for-height), according to 
the National Family Health Sur-
vey, 2015-16 (NFHS-4), another 
study, of 18,001 students aged 
five to 18 from 27 schools, found 
9.5 per cent overweight and three 
per cent obese.

Also, while 22.9 per cent and 20.2 
per cent, respectively, of women 
and men have body mass indices 
below normal, 20.7 per cent and 
18.6 per cent, respectively, were 
overweight or obese, according to 
NFHS-4 data.

Studies showed that, with urban-
isation, pe’ple’s diets are changing:

- Urban populations tend to 
consume more calories, yet a lower 
proportion of these calories comes 
from cereals or carbohydrates and 
more comes from fat.

- Urban populations consume 
more meat and other protein, or 
consume different animal protein 
sources than rural counterparts, 
but less dairy. - They also consume 
more fruits and vegetables overall, 
though consumption of these food 
groups differs between richer and 
poorer urban populations. - Urban 
dwellers consume more non-basic 
foods, including sugary snacks 
among children, food away from 
home, and processed foods. A study 
in an urban slum in Delhi, cited in 

the IFPRI report, found that 66 per 
cent of households consume pack-
aged snacks high in fat, with two-
thirds consuming these daily.

Studies in India show that ur-
banisation is associated with high 
blood pressure in men and with 
cardiovascular disease and higher 
cholesterol in other populations 
studied, the report said.

With more people adopt”ng “ur-
ban d”ets”, there have been some 
changes in the food supply change. 
For instance, the move away from 
staples such as rice and wheat to 
vegetables, fruits, dairy, meat and 
fish requires more infrastructure 
like cold storage, etc. There is also 
a growing preference for retail su-
permarkets over traditional mar-
kets among urban consumers.

While a study of prices of po-
tato and rice in Delhi, Beijing and 
Dhaka showed that margins w”re 
“”lim”, a farmer on average made 
69 per cent of the retail price for 
rice in Delhi.

This is because the government 
sets a minimum support price for 
paddy -- and because unlike per-
ishables such as fruits and veg-
etables, handling costs are lower, 
Kumar said.

As port-farmgate functions -- 
such as storage, transportation and 
distribution -- play an important 
role in prices and employment, 
policy makers should pay greater 
attention to the segment, the re-
port said. Price shocks affect the 
poorest of the urban poor.”

“The government launched a 
Unified Agricultural Marketing e-
Platform in April 2016, a big mile-
stone in improving fa’mers’ access 
to mar”ets,” the report noted.

While some farmers in some 
states are benefitting from the elec-
tronic National Agriculture Market 
and the Agriculture Produce Mar-
ket Committees, the results are not 
widespread, and farmers continue 
to suffer due to the lack of direct 
contact with buyers/consumers, 
‘FPRI’s Kumar told IndiaSpend.”
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With increasing urbanisation, new 
nutrition challenges

The Chinese methodology of winning 
friends and tracing those areas that 
support the growth of their economy 

must be respected
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US expects allies to pick up the pieces after ISIL
BY JOE MACARON

The only good reason to have a meet-
ing is to deliberate and decide on a 
shared objective. From that business 

angle, the March 22 meeting in Washington 
of the Global Coalition to defeat the Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) did not 
serve any purpose. The US message to its 
allies was clear: let us alone deal a military 
blow to ISIL, you deal with the day after.

Nothing is ordinary about the tumultu-
ous nature of Donald Trump’s presidency, 
even during what was supposed to be a 
mundane bureaucratic gathering. As the 
invited Arab ministers were settling into 
their hotels, US authorities surprised them 
by banning electronic devices onboard of 
flights coming from their national airports. 
While the meeting was underway at the 
State Department, US forces airlifted mem-
bers of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) 
behind enemy lines in Raqqa and an ISIL-
inspired attack was terrorising London.

All that matters to the battle against ISIL 
was not heard in the hallways of the first 
expanded anti-ISIL coalition meeting in 
more than two years. The US State Depart-
ment Secretary Rex Tillerson’s remarks did 
not even mention the three elephants in the 

room: Russia, Iran and the Kurdish-led SDF 
forces (he called the latter “our Syrian part-
ners”). Despite the looming budget cuts his 
department could face, Tillerson stood high 
and proud expecting that ISIL fighters are 
tuned “into their TVs and their computer 
monitors” to watch the global coalition’s 
show of “strength”.

Continuing Obama’s strategy
It is true ISIL’s territorial control and 

leadership were degraded during the final 
stretch of the previous US administration 
and the campaign has intensified in the past 
three months. We are now in a transitional 
period where ISIL will metamorphose into 
decentralised and uncontrolled individuals 
who launch attacks sporadically with basic, 
unsophisticated tools.

Engaging global partners is crucial to en-
list their efforts, the US can no longer go 
alone. Drones can win battles but are not 
enough to protect the US from possible at-
tacks in the long term. US allies left Wash-
ington more confused than when they ar-
rived. The confusion idue to the perception 
that the Trump administration had created 
about having an awesome secret plan no 
one will see coming. The mere gathering 
of the Global Coalition is a subtle continu-

ation of President Barack Obama’s strat-
egy to defeat ISIL: launching systematic 
air strikes; increasing US support for local 
forces; deploying non-combat US special 
forces; cooperating on global counterter-
rorism efforts; and providing humanitarian 
assistance to displaced civilians.

What the Trump administration is doing 
“differently” is more of the same: intensify 
already existing strikes, deploy additional 
forces and increase support to SDF forces.

Tillerson made three issues blatantly 
clear: He told Arab allies, anxious to de-
ter Iran that, “defeating ISIL is the United 
States’ No 1 goal in the region”. For those 
betting on a long-term US involvement, the 
message was also plain: “We are not in the 
business of nation-building or reconstruc-
tion.” The Trump administration is satis-
fied with the current formula of providing 
in Iraq and Syria 75 percent of the military 
resources and 25 percent of humanitarian 
and stabilisation support.

The third American message delivered to 
allies via Tillerson was simple: We alone will 
take care of business in Iraq and Syria, and 
all we want from you is to prepare for post-
Raqqa and Mosul operations by investing 
resources, increasing pressure on ISIL net-

works in your home countries, exchanging 
intelligence information and combating 
ISIL online.

No vision for conflict resolution
Defeating ISIL alone cannot be a stand-

alone strategy and the Trump administra-
tion should first be forthcoming about the 
fact that there is no significant change in 
US policy. The two-year tacit understand-
ing between Washington and Tehran still 
holds: US-trained Iraqi special forces lead 
the fight in sensitive demographic areas 
and Iranian-backed Popular Mobiliza-
tion Units (PMU) mostly stay put. Endors-
ing SDF forces continues to grow without 
promising Kurdish forces to back their au-
tonomy and without pushing the buttons 
of Ankara.

While safe zones increasingly disappear 
from the White House narrative, Tillerson 
lowered the expectation further and spoke 
about “interim zones of stability through 
ceasefires to allow refugees to go home”. 
While that statement alone is desperately 
vague, the “safe zones” idea was not in-
cluded in the ministerial meeting’s con-
cluding statement. US Defense Secretary 
James Mattis told the Senate on March 22 
that it is in the US national interest to keep 

a residual force in Iraq even after the defeat 
of ISIL. In the case of Syria, however,  the 
Pentagon knew when to go in but struggles 
with the question of how soon to get out.

For that specific reason, the timing of the 
anti-ISIL global coalition was premature 
without a clear path to victory for both Mo-
sul and Raqqa operations. While the US is 
leading on the military level, chaos along 
the contested areas on the Iraqi-Syrian bor-
der is expected the day after victory. With 
no vision for conflict-resolution or power-
sharing in place, there are no guarantees 
that regional infighting will not happen or 
radical elements will not fill the vacuum 
once again. Protecting the peace is often far 
more important than defeating the enemy.
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The US wants to focus on the ‘elimination’ of ISIL by military force while leaving reconstruction efforts to its allies.

BY G PARTHASARATHY

PRESIDENT Mahinda Rajapakse 
of Sri Lanka evidently believed 
that China was a 21st century in-

carnation of Santa Claus. He turned to 
China to convert his constituency into a 
‘South Asian Singapore’ by encouraging 
the Chinese to invest heavily in projects 
ranging from the Hambantota Port to 
a power plant, an airport, a cricket sta-
dium, and a sports complex, while later 
demanding land for an industrial park. 
As things turned out, hardly any ships 
visited Hambantota. 

Hardly any aircraft landed at the air-
port. The stadium and sports complex 
remained unused. There were hardly 
any consumers for the power generated. 
The Sri Lankan government also faced 
riots while seeking to acquire land for a 
Chinese industrial park to produce Chi-
nese products for export!

Unable to repay its debts to China, Sri 
Lanka is handing over the power plant, 
Hambantota Port and possibly the airport 
to Chinese control in a debt/equity swap. 
China would then achieve a major objec-
tive in its One-Belt One-Road project, of 
having a strategic presence on Sri Lankan 
soil, through its professions of offering 
‘economic aid’ with no strings attached. 
Thanks largely to such Chinese ‘aid’, Sri 
Lanka now spends 90 per cent of all gov-
ernment revenues to service debts. 

If Sri Lanka was ecstatic about the 
prospects for future prosperity when 
the Hambantota Port project was an-
nounced, Pakistan’s two centres of 
power — the army and the government 
— have created euphoria and great ex-
pectations of accelerated growth and 
prosperity through the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC).

The CPEC is to be undertaken ex-
clusively by Chinese companies and 
banks, with an estimated investment 
of $55 billion. The plan is to construct 
Chinese-funded infrastructure projects 
including the Gwadar Port, road and rail 
communications networks, energy, in-
dustrial and military projects designed 
to showcase Beijing’s commitment to 
long-term economic and strategic en-
gagement with Pakistan. 

The CPEC has a definite military com-
ponent. A secure fibre-optic link con-
necting Kashgar in the Xinjiang/Uighur 
Autonomous Region with the Pakistan 
army’s GHQ in Rawalpindi is being laid 
at a cost of $44 million. 

The CPEC simultaneously seeks to ec-
onomically and strategically bind Paki-
stan to China. Power generation, trans-
port, commerce, R&D and the defence 
of Pakistan, all will be increasingly tied 
to Chinese investment, supplies and in-
terests. The Pakistan army has raised a 
10,000-strong division for the security of 
Chinese personnel working on the proj-
ect. The entire project is premised on 
the belief that the Chinese-built Gwadar 
Port on the Makran Coast of Balochistan 
will emerge as a major industrial hub 
and naval base. Given the realities in 
and surrounding Pakistan, Gwadar will 
almost exclusively be a strategic naval 
base for China and Pakistan astride the 
Straits of Hormuz, with limited pros-
pects of commercial use.

The initial euphoria in Pakistan creat-
ed by the armed forces was because they 
see the project as setting the stage for 
receiving more missiles, fighter aircraft, 
submarines and frigates. The besieged 
Nawaz Sharif government saw the proj-
ect as a political godsend. It claimed 
that it would lead Pakistan to immediate 
progress and prosperity.
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Why Turkey might buy Russia’s 
S-400 defence system

BY CAN KASAPOGLU

Recently, top Turkish authorities have 
voiced an official interest in buying 
advanced S-400 air and missile de-

fence systems from the Russian Federation. 
Turkey’s efforts to enhance its defensive 
strategic military capabilities is not new. 
For some years now it has sought to have 
a long-range missile defence system of its 
own, as it is currently relying on NATO-de-
ployed ballistic missile.

In 2013, Ankara awarded a tender to a 
Chinese company for missile defence sys-
tems procurement, which drew a sharp re-
action from its NATO allies and the $3.4bn 
deal had to be scrapped. Other bidders at 
that time were the United States with Pa-
triot systems, and the French-Italian con-
sortium with the SAMP/T Aster-30 Block-1 
variant. It was known that Russia showed 
interest in the tender, but it was not short-
listed.  This time, amid the tense Turkish-
European relations and the still unclear US 
plan for Syria, it seems more likely that An-
kara will go for this major non-NATO arms 
deal with Moscow.

How Turkey will benefit
The S-400 deal, by its nature, would 

mean much more than a battle tank or util-
ity helicopter purchase. First and foremost, 
the S-400 is a defensive strategic weapons 
system. In other words, the primary objec-
tive of such a procurement would be the 
control of Turkish airspace and even the 
projection of some air-defence deterrent 
beyond Turkish borders, as well as protect-
ing Turkey’s critical national infrastructure 
and top-priority economic, military and 
government facilities from air and missile 
threats. Furthermore, in case of a broader 

technology transfer, Ankara will gain im-
portant know-how in missile proliferation, 
which it also sought with the 2013 tender. 
Additionally, this could enhance further 
Turkish-Russian defence cooperation.

Unlike the failed HQ-9 deal with China, 
this time, Turkish officials are much more 
realistic, knowing that if the deal with Rus-
sia goes as planned, the S-400 system will 
not be integrated with the NATO missile de-
fence architecture. This perspective is real-
istic because such an integration would not 
be merely a military-technical issue, but 
more of a political and security decision. 
Now, Turkish decision-makers know that 
this might enable Moscow to have access to 
invaluable information about NATO’s criti-
cal capabilities.  

From a military standpoint, lack of in-
tegration to the NATO architecture would 
mark some problems. Missile defence is a 
complicated mission that necessitates an 
advanced network of command and con-
trol, sensors, intelligence, target acquisition 
and surveillance systems.

It seems Ankara is pursuing a dual-track 
defence planning strategy by retaining its 
key role in the NATO’s ballistic missile de-
fence efforts through the X-band radar in 
Kurecik, while running its national agenda 
with more flexible technology-transfer op-
tions at the same time. Although such a 
perspective might be accomplished, this 
would be a significant burden on Turkish 
diplomacy and defence economics. 

Technically, there is no rule within the 
NATO treaty that would prohibit member 
states from procuring Russian arms, and 
there are allied nations that currently have 
them. Although Russian strategic weapons 

in NATO-member nations’ arsenals seem 
problematic for allied coherence, it might 
be disadvantageous for Russia as well.  

During the allied exercises in the past, 
it is known that NATO used the Russian-
made S-300s of Slovakia, and Greece test-
fired S-300s from NATO’s Missile Firing 
Installation in Crete a few years ago. Thus, 
it would be a major handicap for Moscow if 
Turkey decides to provide its future S-400s 
and related radars for NATO exercises in 
the future because it will give the Alliance 
access to its technology and experience 
with how it works.

A problem for NATO
However, some defence cooperation 

deals between NATO nations and Moscow 
were aborted after the Ukrainian crisis, and 
especially the annexation of Crimea. The 
most notable development was the cancel-
lation of an amphibious assault ship deal 
between France and Russia. The lucrative 
deal was about the sale of two French-
manufactured Mistral-class aircraft carriers 
worth more than $1bn.

If the Mistral sale had been realised, 
Moscow would have gained a significant 
amphibious power projection capabil-
ity. If the deal had gone through, perhaps 
today we would have been talking about 
“Russian Mistrals” stationed off the Latakia 
coasts in Syria. Yet, having acknowledged 
its NATO allies’ reactions, Paris cancelled 
the deal in 2015, and then it was Egypt that 
purchased the vessels. Geopolitically, any 
NATO nation buying a strategic high-end 
Russian weapons system would be seen as 
problematic. If that NATO nation is Turkey, 
which borders the Middle East, the Cauca-
sus, the Black and Mediterranean Seas and 

is running a cross-border counterterror-
ism campaign in Syria, that would be even 
a more serious issue due to its special role 
as a flank nation at the centre of many con-
temporary security challenges. 

Notably, Turkey might be on the verge of 
becoming one of the few operators of the 
S-400 system, which would also be impor-
tant. Furthermore, finalising such a deal 
with a NATO nation would mark one of the 
most serious achievements for the Russian 
defence industry.

Politically, the deal is unpleasant news for 
the Alliance for sure, but so is the US Presi-
dent Donald Trump calling NATO “obso-
lete”. Furthermore, Tukey’s NATO-friendly 
options did not really meet its demands. 
The US Patriot bid did not include technol-
ogy transfer and the European Aster-30 line 
did not match Turkey’s technology transfer 
and co-production expectations.

Future of Turkish-Russian relations
At this point, the most important limi-

tation for advancing the Turkish-Russian 
defence cooperation would not be NATO’s 
objections, but the natural geopolitical di-
vergences between Ankara and Moscow.

Clearly, Turkey and Russia are bound 
by with their geopolitical imperatives that 
have not been compatible throughout his-
tory. This bitter truth recently surfaced in 
Moscow’s close relations with PYD/YPG 
groups in Syria, which pose a significant na-
tional security threat to Turkey due to their 
affiliation with the PKK terrorist organisa-
tion. Likewise, another wave of military es-
calation between Azerbaijan and Armenia 
could easily drag Ankara and Moscow into 
the conflict. Or, in case the Syrian Baathist 
regime attempts to advance to Raqqa with 
YPG elements under Russian support, such 
a move could trigger new tensions.

In sum, Turkish-Russian rapprochement 
pragmatically stems from Ankara’s tense 
relations with the West. Even if an S-400 
deal is concluded, Turkish-Russian ties will 
not improve significantly. The roots of their 
geopolitical rivalry are deep enough that a 
military deal would not change in a major 
way the current shaky relations between 
the two countries.   
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A potential defence deal between Turkey and Russia could enhance their 
military cooperation but would not mend ties.

BY SANJIB KUMAR DAS

He left home when he was only 18, 
in search of a hermit’s life and in 
pursuit of a robust Hindutva (Hin-

du nationalism) agenda. He crossed the 
threshold of the Lok Sabha when he was 
only 26 — one of the youngest to make it 
to the Lower House of Indian parliament. 
And by the time the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) top brass picked this radical saffronite 
as the next Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh 
(UP), Ajay’s metamorphosis into a ballistic 
Yogi Adityanath was indeed past its crucial 
launch phase, positioning himself in the or-
bit of 24X7 public life. After a landslide vic-
tory in the recent UP assembly elections, the 
BJP mandarins had two choices for the post 
of the chief minister. They could have either 
gone for a ‘stock’ option like Union Home 
Minister and former UP CM Rajnath Singh, 
or preferred a ‘shock’ option: An out-of-the-
box choice that would leave political pun-
ditry of even the most astute variety flum-
moxed. Yogi Adityanath, the Mahant (head 
priest) of Gorakhnath Math (temple), was 
the name that was filtered out after hectic 
parleys between Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, BJP president Amit Shah and several 
other party bigwigs. And let’s make it very 
clear — the choice was primarily that of the 
formidable Modi-Shah duo, with the rest of 

the party heavyweights eventually falling in 
line. Catapulting a firebrand Hindu rightist 
to the post of chief minister in India’s largest 
and most populous state, after having won 
the polls on a development plank, was risk-
taking of the highest order. But both Modi 
and Shah decided to walk on the edge. This 
UP election has shown the neutralisation of 
caste-based politics in the heart of India’s 
“cow belt” in the most definitive terms in 
recent times, thereby reducing Samajwadi 
Party (SP) and Bahujan Samaj Party as po-
litical also-rans in their own backyard. With 
Yogi Adityanath firmly in the saddle, the 
BJP can look forward to further gains from a 
highly polarised electorate in the 2019 gen-
eral elections — with deliverance coming 
from a saffronite, who isn’t a stooge of the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, the radical 
Hindu nationalist outfit that has its unmis-
takable imprint on the BJP’s DNA. But for 
Yogi Adityanath, this new role has plunged 
him into a vortex that he has to come to 
terms with at the earliest. For someone who 
has until recently been spewing venom at 
just about anything and everything that 
didn’t quite synch with his notion of mili-
tant Hinduism and an ultra-right agenda, 
speaking the language of an administrator, 
upholding communal harmony and re-
specting heterogeneity can pose formidable 

challenges. Born in a Garhwali Rajput fam-
ily in June 1972, Adityanath, then known as 
Ajay Singh Bisht, left his home and family to 
be part of the Ayodhya Ram Temple move-
ment in the 1990s. Soon, he came under the 
tutelage of Mahant Avaidyanath, the chief 
priest of Gorakhnath Math. Years later, he 
was accorded the title of ‘Yogi Adityanath’ 
and was made the head priest of Gorakh-
nath Math upon Avaidyanath’s death. In-
terestingly, even after having embraced the 
life of a hermit, this Mathematics graduate’s 
penchant for a career in politics kept him 
active in public life. And soon after being 
elected to parliament for the first time on a 
BJP ticket in 1998 from Gorakhpur — a seat 
that he has won five times in succession — 
Yogi Adityanath formed a militant youth 
wing called Hindu Yuva Vahini (Hindu 
Youth Brigade) that has been time and again 
accused of fomenting, aiding and abetting 
communal disharmony in eastern UP. The 
area had witnessed at least six incidents of 
communal violence in the very first year 
since the group’s emergence. Even with his 
party BJP, Yogi Adityanath has often been at 
loggerheads. Time and again, he has defied 
party whips and diktats and acted indepen-
dently, both inside as well as outside the 
parliament. Referring to the practice of re-
ligious conversions through inter-religious 

marriages, he had once reportedly said: “If 
they take one Hindu girl, we will take 100 
Muslim girls.” Even actor Shah Rukh Khan 
was not spared the Yogi’s rage for his can-
did view on growing “intolerance” in India, 
as the Yogi thundered: “Shah Rukh Khan 
should remember that the majority popula-
tion of the country [India] has made him a 
star. And if they boycott his films, he will be 
left wandering on the streets.”

A different ball game
From rioting to encroaching upon cem-

eteries to murder, Yogi Adityanath has had 
at least half a dozen cases filed against him, 
which are currently under the jurisdiction of 
various courts in UP. Wearing his religious 
and ideological leanings on his sleeve may 
have come easy for this staunch practitioner 
of radical Hinduism, but playing the role of 
an unbiased arbiter and administrator in a 
communally-charged state like UP may be 
a completely different ball game. The Modi-
Shah duo has opted for this radical element 
with a clear game plan in mind: BJP needed 
someone to do all the hard-talk and walk the 
rightist-nationalist street, keeping the po-
larisation matrix intact, even as Modi would 
continue playing the role of a statesman, 
keeping the ‘development’ storyboard alive 
and kicking — a throwback to the Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee-Advani combination, with Vajpay-
ee playing the sagacious prime minister and 
Advani catering to rabble-rousing through 
his Rath Yatras (chariot rides).
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Yogi Adityanath: Scarface in ‘cow belt’

The
 Chinese way
Be it Sri Lanka or Pakistan, 

China’s own business 
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Police raids militant hide-
out in Bangladesh

Dhaka, March 24 (IANS) Bangladesh police on Friday cor-
doned off a building in the country’s Sylhet city, suspecting 
presence of militants. According to a police official, law enforc-
ers had surrounded the five-storied building since Thursday. 
Several gunshots and explosions were heard from the spot. Law 
enforcers retaliated after a grenade was hurled towards them 
from the house, Xinhua news agency reported. According to po-
lice, the militants rented a flat in the building three months ago. 
The raid came days after four militants were killed when the law 
enforcers stormed a militant hideout in Sitakunda on the out-
skirts of Chittagong. Since the Holy Artisan Bakery attack here, 
law enforcers have gone tough against Neo-JMB (an offshoot of 
the banned militant outfit Jamaatul Mujahideen Bangladesh) 
which is blamed for the July 1 last year attack. At least 20 hos-
tages, mostly foreigners, were killed in the attack.

10 dead in Bangladesh 
road accident

Dhaka, March 24 (IANS) At least 10 persons were killed 
in Bangladesh and several others injured early on Friday as 
a truck veered off a road in the Mymensingh district, a po-
lice official said. All victims died on the spot around 122 km 
from here, while four others were left injured, Mamun Rashid 
said, adding that the cement-laden truck fell in a ditch, Xin-
hua news agency reported. Rashid said the accident occurred 
at about 4 a.m. The victims were mostly day labourers. The 
cause of the accident was not clear. Bangladesh has high fa-
tality rates for road accidents mainly due to shoddy highways, 
poorly maintained vehicles and violation of traffic rules by 
drivers.

Oil prices decline on 
rising US stockpiles

New York, March 24 (IANS) Oil prices extended losses on 
Thursday as rising US crude inventories intensified con-
cerns about market oversupply. The US Energy Information 
Administration (EIA) said on Wednesday that the country’s 
crude inventories climbed by almost 5 million barrels to 533.1 
million last week, far outpacing forecasts for an increase of 
2.8 million, Xinhua news agency reported. Analysts said the 
rising output also weighed on the production reduction 
by the Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) and its allies. The West Texas Intermediate for May 
Delivery erased $0.34 to settle at $47.70 a barrel on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange, while Brent crude for May delivery 
decreased $0.08 to close at $50.56 a barrel on the London ICE 
Futures Exchange.

Fire breaks out at 
Bangladesh’s 31-story 
central bank building

Dhaka, March 24 (IANS) A fire broke out at 31-story build-
ing of Bangladesh’s central bank in capital Dhaka’s central 
Motijheel business district on Thursday night, a fireman said. 
Xinhua news agency quoted the fire department official as 
saying that as many as 14 fire-fighting units were striving to 
put out the blaze that broke out on Thursday night at about 
9.45 p.m. local time on the Bangladesh Bank’s (BB) 13th floor. 
The blaze also reportedly spread out to 12th and 14th floors 
of the building. TV footage showed huge thick black smoke 
billowed from the large complex into the air. The fire drew 
thousands of onlookers. There was no loss of life immediately 
so far. The cause of the fire was not immediately known. The 
BB building rises to a height of 115 metres (377 ft) and has 31 
floors. It houses the headquarters of the BB. It is one of the 
earliest high-rises of Bangladesh.

Scotland Yard identifies
 London terror attacker

London, March 23 (IANS) Scotland Yard on Thursday for-
mally identified the London terror attacker as 52-year-old 
Khalid Masood, who was known to police, the BBC report-
ed. Masood was born in Kent and detectives believe he was 
most recently living in the West Midlands.  Masood was not 
the subject of any current investigations and there was no 
prior intelligence about his intent to mount a terrorist at-
tack, police say, according to BBC. However, he was known 
to the police and had a range of previous convictions for 
assaults, including GBH, possession of offensive weapons 
and public order offences. He has not been convicted of any 
terrorism offences.  Three people were killed in London on 
Wednesday after an attacker mowed down pedestrians on 
Westminster Bridge and hacked at police with knives in the 
grounds of the Houses of Parliament. At least 40 people were 
injured.

Pakistan probes ‘theft’ of price-
less art pieces from PNCA

Islamabad, March 24 (IANS) The Federal Investigation 
Agency (FIA) on Friday initiated an inquiry into the disap-
pearance and theft of priceless artwork and preciouspaint-
ings from the Pakistan National Council of Arts (PNCA) 
here. According to the FIA, 134 pieces of art, worth millions 
of rupees, have either disappeared or have been stolen 
from the PNCA over the last ten years. Centuries-old works 
of art which have gone missing from the PNCA include Us-
tad Allah Ditta’s famous Ramchand and Lakshman paint-
ing, the Dawn online reported.

WORLD SNIPPETS

Islamabad, March 
24 (IANS) The Taliban 
group on Friday denied 
reports that its represen-
tatives visited Islamabad 
to discuss the prospect of 
holding peace talks with 
Kabul. "We strongly re-
ject (the media reports) 
because none of our lead-
ers has travelled to Islam-
abad, nor has met any of-
ficial there," the Voice of 
America quoted Taliban 
spokesman Zabihullah 
Mujahid as saying.

His statement came a 
day after the media re-
ported that Islamabad 
hosted seven Taliban 
leaders here to press the 
insurgents to return to 
peace talks with the Af-
ghan government.

The Taliban have long 
refused to hold direct 
talks with the Afghan 

government, calling it a 
"puppet" of the US, the 
VOI reported.

Pakistan in July 2015 
brokered and hosted a 
meeting between Taliban 
and Afghan officials, but 
the revelation that the 
group's supreme leader 
Mullah Omar had been 
dead for two years dis-
rupted the peace process.

According to a senior 
Pakistani government of-
ficial, they were unaware 
of any such "visit or talks".

"Pakistan is trying to 
distance itself from host-
ing Afghan peace talks 
and would instead prefer 
they are held in a country 
acceptable to all the par-
ties," the official main-
tained.

Relations between Is-
lamabad and Kabul have 
deteriorated in recent 

years because of Taliban-
led attacks in Afghani-
stan, for which the Afghan 
government has blamed 
insurgent sanctuaries in 
Pakistan.

Speaking in Wash-
ington earlier this week, 
Afghan Foreign Minis-
ter Salahuddin Rabbani 
insisted Kabul has kept 
the doors for peace nego-
tiations open to Taliban, 
but accused Islamabad 
of hindering efforts to 
find a peaceful solution 
to the conflict. "Pakistan's 
reluctance to end its sup-
port for terrorism under-
pins the continuation of 
violence in Afghanistan 
and the region... A para-
digm shift in Pakistan is 
needed if any progress is 
to be made in peace ef-
forts with the Taliban," 
Rabbani said. Russia has 

recently stepped in to try 
to promote Afghan peace 
and reconciliation efforts 
through a multinational 
dialogue.

Moscow plans to host 
another round of the 
discussions next month 
with officials from Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, 
India, Iran and China 
to further the process. 
Mujahid did not outright 
deny reports that his 
group may attend a Mos-
cow meeting, if invited. 
"When an invitation is 
extended to us, only then 
we can consider it and 
comment on it," he said. 
The US was also among 
the invitees, along with 
several Central Asian na-
tions, but Washington re-
portedly turned down the 
invitation to the April 14 
conference.

Canberra, March 24 (IANS) 
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang on 
Friday said his country is not 
seeking to militarise the South 
China Sea and its presence in 
the area is only to maintain free-
dom of navigation. "China never 
has any intention to engage in 
militarisation in the South China 
Sea," the visiting premier said at 
a press conference following a 

meeting in Canberra with Aus-
tralian Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull.

"Chinese islands and reefs are 
primarily for civilian purposes. If 
there is a certain amount of de-
fence equipment or facilities, it 
is for maintaining the freedom 
of navigation and overflight," he 
added. China has built numer-
ous military facilities on islets in 

the South China Sea, which Bei-
jing claims almost in its entirety 
but whose sovereignty has been 
disputed by five other countries, 
leading to an escalation of multi-
lateral tensions in the region, Efe 
news reported.

Li noted that China is the 
leading global exporter and its 
economy depends on free transit 
in this maritime area, through 

which around $5 billion worth of 
goods pass every year, and which 
contains rich fishing, gas and oil 
resources.

He stressed that it is the re-
sponsibility of all countries in the 
region to maintain peace in the 
South China Sea, which is disput-
ed by Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei, 
Taiwan and the Philippines, with 
the US having also increased its 

presence. Li said China and the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) are negotiating 
a code of conduct, an initiative 
that was praised by Turnbull.

The Australian leader also 
urged "all parties to refrain from 
taking any actions which would 
add to tensions, including ac-
tions of militarisation of disput-
ed features".

Cairo, March 24 (IANS) 
Former Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak was freed 
from detention on Friday 
and left the military hospital 
where he had spent most of 
the past six years since the 
revolution that ousted him 
from office, his lawyer said.

Advocate Farid el-Dib 
said the 88-year-old former 
leader left Cairo's Maadi 
military Hospital on Friday 
morning and returned to 
his home in the northwest 
of the city, Xinhua news 
agency reported. Mubarak, 
who was overthrown as 
Egypt's President in 2011 in 
response to mass protests 
against his rule, was acquit-
ted by the country's top ap-
peals court on March 2 of 
murder charges.

Initially arrested in April 
2011, two months after 
stepping down, Mubarak 
stood trial on charges rang-
ing from corruption to in-

volvement in the murder of 
protesters demonstrating 
in the 2011 uprising which 
ended his 30-year rule.

Since then, he has spent 
almost six years in prison 
and military hospitals. 
Mubarak has already served 
a three-year sentence for 
embezzling state funds allo-
cated for maintaining presi-
dential palaces, but time he 
had spent in detention in 
connection with the mur-
der charges was subtracted 
from it. He was originally 
sentenced to life in prison in 
2012 for ordering the mur-
der of 239 demonstrators 
during the 18-day revolt. 

Trump demands vote on 
healthcare plan

Putin: Russia
 won't interfere in 
French elections

Washington, March 24 (IANS) 
US President Donald Trump is-
sued an ultimatum to House Re-
publicans to fall in line behind a 
broad health insurance overhaul 
or see their opportunity to repeal 
Obamacare vanish, demanding 
a Friday vote on a bill that ap-
peared to lack a majority to pass.

The President, through his 
aides in a closed-door meeting, 
signalled that the time for negoti-
ations was over with Republicans 
who met late Thursday night on 
Capitol Hill to try to find com-
mon ground on the embattled 
package crafted by House Speak-
er Paul D. Ryan, the Washington 
Post reported.

If Trump's measure fails, it 
would be a defeat for the Presi-
dent in his first effort to pass 
major legislation and it may also 
jeopardise other items on his 
wish list, including a tax overhaul 
and infrastructure spending.

Defeat would also mean that 
Obamacare, something that 

congressional Republicans have 
railed against for seven years, 
would remain in place. 

"Disastrous #Obamacare has 
led to higher costs & fewer op-
tions. It will only continue to 
get worse! We must #RepealAN-
DReplace. #PassTheBill," Trump 
tweeted. Post-meeting on Thurs-
day, a handful of Republicans 
announced they would back the 
legislation. But a larger numb er 
said they were still opposed or 
had yet to make up their minds, 
according to the report. Some 
conservatives were concerned 
that the bill was too costly and 
did not do enough to roll back 
federal health insurance man-
dates.  Moderates and others, 
meanwhile, were grappling with 
worries of their states' gover-
nors and fretted that the loss 
of benefits would be too much 
for their constituents to bear, 
the New York Times reported. 
Representative Mark Meadows, 
Republican of North Carolina 

and the chairman of the Free-
dom Caucus, said 30 to 40 Re-
publicans planned to vote "no". 
House leaders can afford to lose 
only 22 in order to pass the bill. 
The non-partisan Congressional 
Budget Office.

 issued a report on the revised 
version of the healthcare bill 
showing that it would cost more 
than the original version but 
would not cover more people. 

The report said the bill, like the 
original version, would result in 
24 million fewer Americans hav-
ing health insurance in 2026 than 
under current law. But recent 
changes to the bill would cut its 
deficit savings in half. Instead of 
reducing the deficit by $337 bil-
lion, the new version of the bill 
would save only $150 billion over 
the decade. Former President 
Barack Obama stepped into the 
fray with a defence of his law on 
the seventh anniversary of its 
signing, and a call for bipartisan 
improvements.

Moscow, March 24 (IANS) 
Russia is not seeking to in-
fluence the presidential race 
in France, but has the right 
to meet the representatives 
of the country's political 
parties, President Vladimir 
Putin said on Friday as he 
met far-right French presi-
dential candidate Marine Le 
Pen in the Kremlin.

"We attach great impor-
tance to our ties with France, 
and we try to maintain equal 
relations both with repre-
sentatives of the current 
authorities and the opposi-
tion," Putin said. "We don't 
want to influence in any way 
the events (the French presi-
dential election)in anyway," 

he told Le Pen, reported 
Russian news agency TASS. 
Putin acknowledged that Le 
Pen represented a spectrum 
of European political forces 
that was rapidly growing 
and said he would favour an 
exchange of ideas on bilater-
al relations and the current 
situation in Europe.

National Front (FN) party 
candidate Le Pen said the 
meeting was important in 
the face of the global terror-
ist threat and that it would 
be useful if the two countries 
could share intelligence be-
tween each other. Putin re-
sponded that "we were all 
living in the same difficult 
conditions.

Human Rights watch has called on the Central African Republics Government and 
the UN to do more to ensure that armed groups stay far away form classrooms.

Mubarak walks free 
after six years in jail 

There is no 
alternative to UN, 

says Shashi Tharoor
New Delhi, March 24 (IANS) Former Union 

Minister and Congress leader Shashi Tharoor 
on Friday said in the current global set-up, 
there is no alternative to the United Nations 
(UN). "There is no alternative to the UN and 
I definitely believe that it can improve," Tha-
roor said here while discussing the future of 
the world organisation in the changing geo-
political scenario. He was speaking at a panel 
discussion after the launch of 'Seven Decades 
and Beyond: The UN-India connect', a book 
which traces the journey of India at the UN. 
The book was launched by Lt. Gen., Satish 
Nambiar (retd), first Force Commander and 
Head of Mission of United Nations Protection 
Force in the former Yugoslavia during 1992-93. 
"We are looking at a time when the principal 
donor country headed by a President who in 
all these years being a familiar figure in New 
York... never associated himself with UN... I 
am told that in the proposed spending cuts, 
there is huge cuts proposed to the allocation 
for the UN," Tharoor, former Under-Secretary 
General of the UN, said while discussing the 
proposed budget cut in the US by President 
Donald Trump's administration.

Taliban denies holding Afghan 
peace talks with Pakistan

'Beijing not seeking to militarise South China Sea'
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Berlin, March 24 (IANS) Volk-
swagen Group’s former Chair-
man Ferdinand Piech, owner of 
14.7 per cent of the voting shares 
in Porsche SE, is said to be dis-
cussing sale of his stake, the me-
dia reported on Friday.

The Porsche SE holding com-
pany controls 52.2 per cent of 
Volkswagen Group’s voting 
rights, Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

This could end his two de-
cades of control over the Ger-
man giant that saw it become 
largest car manufacturer in the 
world.

The stake, worth some 1 bil-
lion euros ($1.08 billion), must 
first be offered to the other 
members of the Piech and 
Porsche families who have the 

right of first refusal.

Collectively the two families 
own half of the company but, as 
the publicly traded shares have 
no voting rights, they have com-
plete control.

Porsche SE chairman and 
CEO Hans Dieter Poetsch said: 
“There will be no change to the 
fact that the voting shares will be 
held by the Porsche and Piech 
familie”, implying that any sale 
will be between family members 
and not outsiders.

However, Ferdinand Duden-
hoeffer of the Center for Auto-
motive Research in Duisberg, 
has questioned whether the 
families can afford to buy the 
stake. Piech’s grandfather and 
namesake, Ferdinand Porsche, 

founded the Porsche Company 
and invented the Volkswagen 
Beetle, one of the best-selling 
cars of all time.

Piech, who will turn 80 next 
month, quit as chairman in April 
2015 following a public falling 
out with then Volkswagen CEO 
Martin Winterkorn. Five months 
later, the diesel emissions scan-
dal at the company erupted, and 
claimed his rival Winterkorn’s 
job. The scandal involved sell-
ing around 11 million cars fit-
ted with software designed to 
cheat emissions tests. Piech re-
mains on the supervisory board 
of Porsche SE but may leave 
at the annual meeting on May 
30, when the number of board 
members is scheduled to reduce 
from 12 to 

Panaji, March 24 (IANS) Beer and pet-
rol will soon cost more in Goa, even as 
Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar in his 
Budget presented on Friday, promised 
to make the state garbage-free by 2020, 
while creating 4,000 jobs annually in the 
IT sector and linking Aadhar card to all 
social welfare schemes.

Parrikar, who presented a Rs 202.48 
crore surplus Budget, also lent a touch 
of compassion to the fiscal exercise by 
announcing the creation of social in-
frastructure as far as geriatric care and 
autism is concerned.

The Opposition however criticised 
the Budget claiming it had no vision, 
being anti-poor in nature and partial 
to constituencies represented by BJP 
MLAs.

Parrikar -- a four-time Chief Minis-
ter who took over the reins of the state 
government earlier this month -- in his 
Budget speech announced a hike in val-
ue added tax on petrol from the existing 
12 per cent to 15 per cent.

“I propose to enhance the rate of VAT 
on motor spirit to 15 per cent. Even with 
this increase, the price of petrol will be 
in the range of Rs 65 per litre, which is 
substantially lesser than our neighbour-
ing states,” Parrikar said. 

VAT had been abolished in Goa in 
2012 by then Chief Minister Parrikar, 
as part of a poll promise, but was hiked 
over the years.

Parrikar in his Budget, also an-
nounced that excise duty on locally 
manufactured and imported beer 
would be marginally enhanced.

“I propose to marginally enhance the 
excise duty on beer manufactured in the 
state of Goa or imported from the rest of 
India or from outside India and sold in 
the state of Goa,” he said.

The price of bulk litre of beer with al-
coholic strength below five per cent and 
above five per cent has been hiked to Rs 
20 and Rs 24 respectively.

Manufacturers of high-end hard li-
quor, who import concentrated alco-
holic beverages will be levied an addi-
tional annual fee of Rs 1 lakh, according 
to a budgetary proposal.

Parrikar also said that since Aadhar 
card coverage in the state was nearly 
100 per cent, in the coming days all so-
cial welfare schemes would be linked to 
the national identity card.

The former Defence Minister also 
said that he would formulate a policy to 
discourage cash-spending in Goa, add-
ing that his government “will encourage 
digital payment and make it financially 
rewarding”. The Chief Minister also an-
nounced that the state would be made 
beggar-free and garbage-free in the 
coming years.

“Goa will be first beggar-free state. We 
will conceive a full-fledged rehabilita-
tion centre for beggars and a rehabilita-

tion centre for destitutes,” he said.
“The aim of my government is to 

make garbage-free Goa by 2020 and the 
first step towards this would be to ban 
plastic below 40 microns completely 
from the state of Goa and heavy penalty 
will be levied on the seller as well as the 
user of these plastic bags,” he added.

Stating that there was a growing need 
for geriatric care in the coastal state, 
Parrikar said that a geriatric care policy 
would be formulated.

The Chief Minister also said that au-
tism complexes would be set up across 
Goa to cater to the population of 5,800 
children suffering from autism.

Reacting to the Budget, Congress leg-
islator and former Chief Minister Luiz-
inho Faleiro said that it was anti-poor 
and lacked imagination and intent.  
“They have raised the price of petrol, 
going against their own promise made 
earlier. They have also shown no imagi-
nation and vision and have instead list-
ed promises which their previous gov-
ernment was unable to fulfil,” Faleiro 
said. Leader of Opposition Chandrakant 
Kavlekar said that constituencies of 
ruling MLAs who could not be accom-
modated as ministers, had been given 
special grants in lieu, calling it splurging 
of money. “This is loot. They have given 
special grants to municipalities in con-
stituencies whose BJP MLAs could not 
be inducted in the cabinet. 

Former Volkswagen chairman 
mulls sale of controlling stake

Goa Budget: Beer, petrol to 
become costlier

Mumbai, March 24 (IANS) Reliance 
Capital, a part of Anil Ambani-led Reli-
ance Group, on Friday said it has com-
pleted the transfer of its commercial 
finance division -- Reliance Commer-
cial Finance Ltd. (RCFL) -- into a sepa-
rate wholly-owned subsidiary as part 
of its restructuring process.

RCFL is amongst the leading SME 
(Small and Medium-sized Enterprise) 
lenders in the Indian non-banking 
finance space with a focus on asset 
backed lending and productive asset 
creation.

“Reliance Commercial Finance now 
stands as a fully owned subsidiary of 
Reliance Capital. This completes our 
restructuring process as Reliance Cap-
ital moves to become a core invest-
ment company from next fiscal,” said 
Anmol Ambani, ED, Reliance Capital.

“This transfer will align RCFL with 
the overall operating structure of Re-
liance Capital wherein all operating 
businesses are held either as wholly-
owned or majority-owned subsidiar-

ies,” he added.
Ambani also said the proposal 

would enhance management focus 
and provide flexibility to the company 
to unlock value through stake sale.

In February last year, the company 
had announced transfer of its com-
mercial finance division into a sepa-
rate subsidiary, subject to requisite 
regulatory, high court and Reliance 
Capital shareholders’ approvals, 
which have since been received.

The company’s shareholders had 
approved the transfer by an over-
whelming majority of 99.99 per cent 
votes in favour of the Scheme of Ar-
rangement at the court-convened eq-
uity shareholders meeting held in last 
September.

The commercial finance division 
has an aggregate asset under manage-
ment (including securitised portfolio) 

portfolio of Rs 16,191 crore (US$ 2.4 
billion) as of December 31, 2016.

Reliance Nippon Life Insurance and 
Reliance Nippon Life Asset Manage-
ment, both subsidiaries of Reliance 
Capital, already have a strategic part-
ner -- Nippon Life Insurance -- with 49 
per cent stake in each business.

The transfer will also enhance em-
ployee engagement and retention 
through ability to grant ESOPs (Em-
ployee Stock Option) in the business.

“The transfer, pursuant to the 
Scheme of Arrangement, will be ef-
fective from April 1, 2016. Reliance 
Capital would be applying to the RBI 
for registering itself as a Core Invest-
ment Company (CIC) and expects to 
become a CIC soon, subject to neces-
sary approvals,” the company state-
ment said.

The commercial finance division 
has an aggregate asset under manage-
ment (including securitised portfolio) 
portfolio of Rs 16,191 crore (US$ 2.4 
billion) as of December 31, 2016.

New Delhi, March 24 (IANS) 
The Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India has taken action 
on consumer requests and told 
eCommerce sites selling pack-
aged food products to disclose 
manufacturing and expiry dates 
and has announced that imported 
food items with less than 60 per 
cent of shelf life will not be al-
lowed to enter the Indian market, 
an organisation that conducted a 

survey said on Friday.
The FSSAI has responded to 

consumer requests made in a 
survey conducted by citizen en-
gagement platform LocalCircles 
demanding ecommerce sites 
mandatorily disclose the informa-
tion on packaged food products 
sold on their sites. 

LocalCircles has said that they 
have got a commitment from the 
Ministry of Consumer Affairs re-

garding the same.
FSSAI has now asked all the e-

commerce companies including 
Flipkart, Snapdeal, Amazon, Gro-
fers etc. to comply with this.

In a recent poll by LocalCircles 
that saw the participation of more 
than 10,000 people, 96 per cent 
had voted in the favour of man-
dating the disclosure of manufac-
turing and expiry dates of pack-
aged food on e-commerce sites.

Reliance Capital restructures its 
commercial finance arm

FSSAI tells food sites to disclose 
manufacturing, expiry dates: LocalCircles

Apple acquires iOS automation 
tool ‘Workflow’

San Francisco, March 24 
(IANS) US tech giant Apple 
has acquireed ‘Workflow,’ a 
popular iOS tool that allows 
users combine the func-
tionalities of various apps 
together to automate nor-
mally complex processes, 
media reported on Friday.

‘Workflow’ enables us-
ers to drag and drop any 
combination of actions to 

create powerful workflows 
for iPhone, iPad, and Apple 
Watch. 

“We are thrilled to be join-
ing Apple. “We’ve worked 
closely with Apple from the 
very beginning, from kick-
starting our company as 
students attending WWDC 
to developing and launch-
ing Workflow and seeing its 
amazing success on the App 

Store,” TechCrunch quoted 
Ari Weinstein, Co-Founder, 
Workflow as saying. 

“We can’t wait to take 
our work to the next level 
at Apple and contribute to 
products that touch people 
across the world,” he added. 

With ‘Workflow,’ users 
can make GIFs out of pho-
tos in their camera roll, au-
tomatically make websites 
into PDFs, delete screen-
shots from their camera roll 
and much more. 

“The ‘Workflow’ app was 
selected for an Apple De-
sign Award in 2015 because 
of its outstanding use of 
iOS accessibility features, 
in particular an outstand-
ing implementation for 
VoiceOver with clearly la-
beled items, thoughtful 
hints, and drag/drop an-
nouncements, making the 
app usable and quickly ac-
cessible to those who are 

blind or low-vision,” Apple 
said in a statement to Tech-
Crunch. 

‘Workflow’ includes over 
200 actions, including 
those for Contacts, Calen-
dar, Maps, Music, Photos, 
Camera, Reminders, Sa-
fari, AirDrop, Twitter, Face-
book, Dropbox, Evernote, 
iCloud Drive and Health.

“The special sauce of 
‘Workflow’ is that it enables 
users to dip into specific 
‘deep linked’ functions of 
individual apps and con-
nect those actions together 
into a string of seamless, 
invisible commands,” the 
report added.

The financials of the deal 
were not disclosed. 

“We can’t wait to take 
our work to the next level 
at Apple and contribute to 
products that touch people 
across the world,” he add-
ed. 

Seoul, March 24 (IANS) 
The chief executive officer of 
Samsung Electronics said on 
Friday during a shareholders’ 
meeting that despite the alle-
gations against the company’s 
heir, the firm was not involved 
in the South Korean “Raspu-
tin” corruption scandal.

Kwon Oh-hyun apologised 
to the shareholders gathered 
in Seoul for the inconvenience 
caused by the detention and 
trial of Lee Jae-yon, Sam-
sung’s de facto President, and 
stressed that the company did 
not break the law, Efe news re-
ported.

In statements reported by 
the Korea Herald, he said the 
contribution at the centre of 
the controversy surround-
ing the company was made 
to help a public interest issue 

but was used for a different 
purpose, and the decision did 
not require the Board of Di-
rectors or the management’s 
approval.

The contribution refers to 
the 43 billion won ($38.3 mil-
lion) donated to two founda-
tions controlled by Choi Soon-
sil, known as the South Korean 
“Rasputin” for her proximity 
to former South Korean Presi-
dent Park Geun-hye, who was 
impeached on the March 10 
following the scandal.

The public prosecutor’s of-
fice believes the payments 
were made in exchange for the 
South Korean public pension 
fund authorising a merger 
of two Samsung subsidiaries 
(one of which was owned by 
the fund) in 2015 to reinforce 
Lee’s control over the group.

Lee was detained in Febru-
ary on the basis of these ac-
cusations and his trial began 
on March 9, with a ruling ex-
pected in May.

Lee, 48, is the de-facto Pres-
ident of Samsung, the largest 
South Korean business group, 
which accounts for one-fifth 
of the country’s GDP.

He took charge of the firm 
in 2014 after his father, Lee 
Kun-hee, suffered a heart at-
tack.

Despite the significant chal-
lenges that Samsung Elec-
tronics suffered last year, 
such as the Samsung Galaxy 
Note 7 fiasco or Lee’s arrest, 
the company’s shares have 
been touching record high 
after it announced a restruc-
turing of its management in 
November.

Samsung Electronics denies 
financing ‘Rasputin’ racket

New Delhi, March 24 
(IANS) Stronger rupee and 
H1B issues will have the 
most impact on IT compa-
nies in financial year 2017-18 
and lead to onset hiring, says 
a sector analyst.

“Going into FY18, you’ll 
have two challenges. One 
is the stronger rupee and 
the other is the H1B issues 
which will have lead to com-
panies to higher onset hir-
ing. The sector is in a very 
tough shape to go into the 
first quarter of the next year, 
that is, first quarter of FY18, 
because you’ll have wage 
hikes when you have a stron-
ger rupee,” Madhu Babu, IT 
analyst at Prabhudas Lillad-
her told BTVi in an interview.

“So if rupee moves to 65 
(against dollar) and stays 
there at that level, I think 
that would have a negative 
impact on the margins as 
well as possibly on the earn-
ings,” he added.

Babu said the companies 

are cautiously looking at in-
creasing onset hiring. 

“Once you do hire onset, 
that is negative for the mar-
gins because onset margins 
are usually lower compared 
to the off-shore. And second 
is that onset hiring if you 
hire more of locals, your on-
set localisations will also be 
impacted. So you are having 
companies trying to cau-
tiously they themselves try-

ing to increase the onset and 
break lose their dependency 
on visas,” he added.“So if 
rupee moves to 65 (against 
dollar) and stays there at 
that level, I think that would 
have a negative impact on 
the margins as well as pos-
sibly on the earnings,” he 
added.

Babu said the companies 
are cautiously looking at in-
creasing onset hiring. 

‘Strong rupee, H1B visa issue will 
lead to onset hiring in IT’
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Mumbai, March 24 (IANS) 
Healthy buying in banking stocks 
and a strong rupee pushed the 
Indian equity markets higher on 
Friday, leading the key indices to 
close with gains for the second 
consecutive trade session.

“Markets continued to rally 
with the BSE Sensex rising by 
89 points. The NSE Nifty, on the 
other hand, closed at 9,108, hold-
ing its head above the 9100-level 
for the week,” Vijay Singhania, 
Founder and Director of broker-
age firm Trade Smart Online, told 
IANS.

The wider 51-scrip Nifty of the 
National Stock Exchange (NSE) 
which closed at 9,108 points rose 
by 21.70 points or 0.24 per cent.

The barometer 30-scrip sensi-
tive index (Sensex) of the BSE, 
which opened at 29,350.60 
points, closed at 29,421.40 points 
-- 89.24 points or 0.30 per cent 
higher from the previous close at 
29,332.16 points.

The Sensex touched a high of 
29,539.85 points and a low of 
29,350.17 points during the intra-
day trade. 

However, the BSE market 
breadth was marginally bearish 
-- with 1,458 declines and 1,355 
advances.

The broader markets were 
mixed. The S&P BSE mid-cap in-
dex was down a tad by 0.03 per 
cent, whereas the small-cap in-

dex edged higher by 0.35 per cent.
“Markets ended with marginal 

gains on Friday after a volatile 
session. They ended higher for 
the second consecutive session, 
backed largely by banks and oth-
er index heavy-weights, whereas 
advance-decline ratio on the BSE 
was marginally negative,” Deep-
ak Jasani, Head - Retail Research, 
HDFC Securities, told IANS.

“Major Asian markets have 
ended on a positive note, barring 
the Taiwan and Kospi indices. 
European indices like FTSE 100, 
CAC 40 and DAX traded lower.”

According to Dhruv Desai, Di-
rector and Chief Operating Offi-
cer of Tradebulls, bouts of short 
covering were witnessed during 
the day which kept the senti-
ments firm throughout the trade 
session.

“Weakness in the USD/INR 
pair supported the continuation 
of recovery,” Desai noted.

“However, the CNX Nifty failed 
to sustain at higher levels and 
witnessed some profit booking in 
the second half of the session.” 

The Indian rupee strengthened 
by 12 paise to 65.41 against a US 
dollar from its previous close of 
65.53 to a greenback.

On the sector-specific move-
ment, Singhania asserted: “Bank-
ing stocks were the star perform-
ers for the day, especially the 
public sector banks which rose 

3.31 percent for the day.”
“The Finance Minister had said 

that the government is going to 
announce a policy to push for 
the quick settlement of the non-
performing assets (NPA) at the 
banks in the next few days. The 
RBI (Reserve Bank of India) will 
be involved in the decision mak-
ing which can help resolve the 
issue faster than expected,” he 
explained. 

Sector-wise, the S&P BSE bank-
ing index surged by 291.76 points, 
followed by the consumer du-
rables index, which rose by 53.30 
points, and the finance index, 
which edged up by 41.46 points. 
On the other hand, the S&P BSE 
IT index dipped by 84.80 points, 
the healthcare index fell by 44.43 

points, and the Teck (technology, 
media and entertainment) index 
edged down by 39.76 points.

Major Sensex gainers on Fri-
day were: ICICI Bank, up 2.90 
per cent at Rs 274.80; State Bank 
of India (SBI), up 2.81 per cent at 
Rs 276.05; Gail, up 1.17 per cent 
at Rs 381.25; ITC, up 1.13 per 
cent at Rs 281.05; and Reliance 
Industries, up 0.95 per cent at Rs 
1,286.20.

Major Sensex losers were: Tata 
Consultancy Services (TCS), 
down 1.31 per cent at Rs 2,426.75; 
Infosys, down 0.85 per cent at Rs 
1,031.80; Bajaj Auto, down 0.64 
per cent at Rs 2,846.35; Adani 
Ports, down 0.62 per cent at Rs 
323.10; and ONGC, down 0.60 
per cent at Rs 192

Indian equities close with gains, 
banks stocks surge 

SC may slap additional 
cost on registration of BS 

III vehicles
New Delhi, March 24 (IANS) The Su-

preme Court on Friday indicated that it 
may allow the sale of vehicles with BS III 
emission norms after imposing a charge 
to reimburse Rs 18,000 crore that the 
government spent for upgrading the re-
fineries to produce BS IV-compliant fuel.

The court said that the money to be 
collected could be close to Rs 30,000 
crore, as it would involve the cost that 
the government incurred in upgrad-
ing the refineries to migrate to Bharat 
Stage (BS) IV-compliant fuel across the 
country and the cost of the health of the 
people.

Indicating that it may impose charges 
to get the money that the government 
had spent on cleaner BS IV fuel, the 
bench of Justice Madan B. Lokur and 
Justice Deepak Gupta said that it could 
allow the registration of BS III-compliant 
commercial vehicles to operate with no 
national permit and a rider that they 
would not enter major cities.

The court indicated the option that 
it might exercise after amicus curiae 
Harish Salve told the court that despite 
knowing well in advance that no vehicle 
other than those complying with BS IV 
norms would be registered from April 
1, 2017, the automobile manufacturers 
kept on producing those unabated.

“They should have seen the direction 
of the wind” that the time for BS III ve-
hicles was running out, but instead of 

scaling down the production, they con-
tinued and even increased production, 
it observed. Furnishing the figures, Salve 
said that as of now, there were 16,000 
BS III cars, 96,720 trucks, 40,000 three-
wheelers and 6,71,000 two-weelers. As 
senior counsel K.K. Venugopal and Ab-
hishek Manu Singhvi, appearing for the 
manufacturers’ association, put forward 
the automobile makers’ case in a brief 
submission, Salve said that the question 
was as to what was the priority -- the 
commercial interest of the automobile 
manufacturers or that of the environ-
ment and health of the people. “The ad-
vantage of BS IV should go to the people 
of India and not to the automobile in-
dustry, as it is a healthy variant,” Salve 
told the bench, adding that the money 
spent on upgrading the refineries for 
producing BS IV fuel was “taxpayers’ 
money”.  “Our health is at stake and we 
are told that the commercial interests of 
automobile manufacturers and dealers 
are at stake,” he said. Salve further said 
that the government would be spend-
ing another Rs 60,000 crore for migrat-
ing to BS VI emission norm-compliant 
fuel. He told the bench that although the 
Environment Pollution Control Author-
ity (EPCA) repeatedly reminded them 
about the deadline, the automobile 
manufacturers questioned its jurisdic-
tion and instead of bringing down the 
production they increased it.
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New Delhi, March 24 (IANS) Income 
Tax Department searches resulted in 
unearthing undisclosed income and 
assets worth Rs 49,247 crore in the last 
four years, Parliament was informed on 
Friday.

The department searched 2,534 

groups of persons from 2013-14 to 
2015-16 and until January 2017, which 
led to admission of undisclosed income 
of about Rs 45,622 crore apart from sei-
zure of undisclosed assets (cash, jewel-
lery) worth about Rs 3,625 crore, Minis-
ter of State for Finance Santosh Kumar 
Gangwar said in the Lok Sabha.

Besides levy of taxes on the total in-
come of those persons whose assess-
ments were completed in the last three 
years and up to January 2017, the De-
partment filed prosecution complaints 
in 2,432 cases, he said.

“During the same period, 4,264 
compounding applications were also 
received from persons who had com-
mitted offences under the Income Tax 
Act. Out of the cases disposed of by the 
criminal courts during this period, 116 

persons were convicted,” he added.
The government had taken various 

measures to tackle breach of law and 
tax evasion including enforcement ac-
tion and putting in place legislative 
and administrative frameworks and 
processes, Gangwar said. Besides levy 
of taxes on the total income of those 
persons whose assessments were com-
pleted in the last three years and up 
to January 2017, the Department filed 
prosecution complaints in 2,432 cases, 
he said.

“During the same period, 4,264 
compounding applications were also 
received from persons who had com-
mitted offences under the Income Tax 
Act. Out of the cases disposed of by the 
criminal courts during this period, 116 
persons were convicted,” he added.

I-T searches yielded Rs 49,247 
crore: Minister
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Digital technology to accelerate 
business growth: Study

New Delhi, March 24 (IANS) Adoption 
of advanced business digital technolo-
gies can lead to increase in revenues by 
up to 27 per cent, increase in employ-
ment by up to 84 per cent, and enhanced 
access to international markets by up to 
65 per cent for small and medium busi-
nesses (SMBs), said a joint study by As-
socham-Deloitte.

"Digital infrastructure can also help 
leveraging technologies like telepres-
ence that can reduce the need for busi-
ness travel and result in cost savings. In-
creased levels of digital technology-use 
can improve employee satisfaction and 
collaboration, leading to a more produc-

tive workforce," the study said.
"Digital India is likely to have a signifi-

cant impact on the profitability and op-
erations of business. Through adoption 
of digital technologies, companies can 
consolidate documentation, automate 
processes and have access to efficient 
and cheaper information and communi-
cation technology capabilities," said As-
socham President Sandeep Jajodia.

In India, it is estimated that employees 
in SMBs with advanced digital engage-
ment are 8.7 times more likely to col-
laborate than offline businesses, said the 
study 'Digital India: Unlocking the Tril-
lion Dollar opportunity'.

The government has taken several 
measures to improve ease of doing busi-
ness in India. Consequently, India has 
seen an improvement in the global rank-
ing for ease of doing business.

Services such as eBiz portal, KYC and 
other e-governance initiatives have 
started to contribute to the improve-
ment in ease of doing business and this is 
expected to further improve," the study 
said.

The vision and initiatives towards Dig-
ital India is expected to boost investment 
in the digital space in the short-term and 
lead to rise in digital innovation, efficien-
cy and productivity in the long-term.

Kolkata, March 24 (IANS) 
Honda Cars India Limited 
(HCIL) is expecting to com-
plete the current financial 
year ending this month with 
a "negative growth" over last 
year, but is hopeful to achieve 
a positive growth in sales in 
2017-18, a company official 
said on Friday.

"In the last financial year 
(2015-16), we sold 1.92 lakh 
units with a growth of about 
two per cent over the year 
earlier. This year, we will 
have a negative growth," 
the car maker's Senior Vice 
President (Marketing & Sales) 
Jnaneswar Sen said here.

The company exports 
about 5,000 cars a year, he 
said.

"We had a problem in the 
initial months of this fiscal 
as the market moved rapidly 
towards petrol. We had a lot 
of diesel stocks. We had to 
correct that first. Now, we 
have recovered and in Feb-
ruary, we have seen a posi-

tive growth. We will achieve 
a positive growth in the next 
fiscal," Sen said.

Explaining the possible 
reasons for drop in sales, the 
company's President and 
CEO Yoichiro Ueno said: 
"Honda City is our main sell-
ing car. However, it is in the 
final year of MMC and we 
squeezed its supply."

According to official, the 
car maker has been tapering 
down supplies of its top sell-
ing car so that it can launch 
the new version of the model.

Its production capac-
ity stands at around 2.4 lakh 
units from its two plants 
in Greater Noida in Uttar 
Pradesh and Tapukara in Ra-
jasthan. "We have room to 
expand the capacity in Tapu-
kara plant," Ueno said at the 
launch of Honda WR-V here.

Speaking about its Guja-
rat plant, the CEO said land 
acquisition is still going on 
and the company is "not in 
a hurry" to commission the 

plant. "It is a part of the long 
term preparation and is for 
fullfilling the long term com-
mitments," he said.

The car maker saw a short 
term impact of demonetisa-
tion.

"Due to demonetisation, 
we have faced tough custom-
er sentiment in November 
and December last year. We, 
however, started to see recov-
ery in January and February. 
We saw 30 per cent decline 
in traffic in November and 
20 per cent in December," 
Ueno said, adding that some 
"postponed demand" due to 
demonetisation is expected 
to be added this year.

However, Sen said the car 
producer would be in the 
highest bracket of tax rates 
under the Goods and Services 
Tax.

"Prices of cars are expected 
to remain at the same level 
under the GST as compared 
to the current prices," he 
added.

Honda Cars expects 
positive growth in 2017-18

New York, March 24 (IANS) Oil prices extended losses 
on Thursday as rising US crude inventories intensified 
concerns about market oversupply. The US Energy In-
formation Administration (EIA) said on Wednesday that 
the country's crude inventories climbed by almost 5 mil-
lion barrels to 533.1 million last week, far outpacing fore-
casts for an increase of 2.8 million, Xinhua news agency 
reported. Analysts said the rising output also weighed on 
the production reduction by the Organisation of the Petro-
leum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and its allies. The West 
Texas Intermediate for May Delivery erased $0.34 to settle 
at $47.70 a barrel on the New York Mercantile Exchange, 
while Brent crude for May delivery decreased $0.08 to close 
at $50.56 a barrel on the London ICE Futures Exchange.

Oil prices decline on rising 
US stockpiles

New Delhi, March 24 (IANS) 
Facebook on Friday announced 
a new shopping ad format called 
'collection' to help marketers 
showcase their products in more 
visually appealing ways. 'Collec-
tion' elevates the likelihood of 
discovery and a purchase by fea-
turing a primary creative video or 
image above relevant product im-
ages.  Facebook also introduced 
a new click metric that specifi-
cally measures outbound clicks.  
"Products shown in the News 

Feed can be arranged manually 
or based on our assessment of the 
likelihood of purchase -- while 
products in the post-click, im-
mersive shopping experience are 
ranked based on the likelihood 
of purchase," Facebook said in 
a statement.  Marketers will be 
able to view a breakdown in ads 
reporting for 'link clicks' where 
they can see by the specific desti-
nation they drive people to, such 
as a text message, a call, a form, 
or Canvas.  

Facebook unveils new shopping 
ad format 'collection'
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Shashank Manohar to remain ICC chairman following Board resolution
NEW DELHI   MARCH 24  (IANS) 

:  Eight days after he stepped down 
as independent chairman of the 
International Cricket Council (ICC), 
Shashank Manohar on Friday has 
agreed to defer his decision following 
an ICC Board resolution to request 
him to remain in post was passed with 
overwhelming support.

Cricket’s governing body today stated 
that the Board requested Manohar 
to withdraw his resignation or, at the 
very least, defer it until the ongoing 
process relating to governance and 
financial restructuring are completed. 
“I respect the sentiments expressed 

by the Directors and the confidence 
they have reposed in me. In the light 
of this, and although my decision to 
depart due to personal reasons has 
not changed, I am willing to continue 
as Chairman till the responsibility as 
per the resolution is complete,” said 
Manohar in a press release. 

“I have duty to work with my 
colleagues to enable a smooth 
transition and continue our work on 
the governance of the ICC.” Earlier, 
the 59-year-old had stressed that his 
decision to retire as ICC chairman 
was because of personal reasons 
and not due to the aftermath of the 

Doubts 
remain over 

Kohli’s fitness

DHARAMSALA   MARCH 24  (IANS) : 
India captain Virat Kohli has said he will 
play the fourth and deciding Test against 
Australia in Dharamsala only if 100% fit. 
Kohli, who suffered a shoulder injury 
during the third Test in Ranchi, said he 
would undergo another fitness test and 
take a call either on Friday night or on 
Saturday morning, the first day of the Test.

On Thursday, India had called up 
Mumbai batsman Shreyas Iyer to the 
squad as cover for Kohli. Iyer arrived at 
the ground on Friday morning, during 
India’s warm-ups, and batted in the nets 
too. Kohli - as on Thursday - did not bat in 
the nets, restricting himself to facing a few 
throwdowns. 

“It’s very different from competition, 
that’s one thing,” Kohli said, when asked 
how his shoulder had felt while batting. 
“Something that I experienced in Ranchi, 
when you have reactive movements, the 
magnitude of your injury comes out. 

“Physio wants to give it a bit more time 
till I can test myself, and probably we 
will take a call later tonight or tomorrow 
before the game. We will have to give it 
that much time more to make a call with 
the physiotherapist.”

Kohli said the injury hampered his 
normal range of movement, and that he 
ran the risk of aggravating it while fielding, 
though not while batting.

U-17 World Cup : ‘Deeply concerned’ FIFA sets 
May 15 deadline for Kochi

KOCHI  MARCH 24   (IANS) : 
FIFA’s inspection team on Friday 
expressed “deep concern” over the 
pace of work at Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium, one of the six venues 
selected to host matches in the 
U-17 World Cup later this year, 
and set May 15 as deadline for 
completing work.

“It’s unfortunate, the state that 
JNI Stadium in Kochi is in currently, 
needless to say if we want the 
ground to play host to a World Cup, 
we need the authorities to step up 
now,” FIFA head of events, Jaime 
Yarza, said after inspecting the 
main ground. “The venue has a 
very strong football culture and it 

would be a matter of great shame 
if we don’t manage to fulfil the 
requirements in time.” A team of 
21 members of FIFA and the Local 
Organising Committee carried out 
the inspection.

Yarza said, “I was here last 
February and, to be honest, while 
some work has happened, it’s 
by far not enough, which is a 
matter of deep concern. The state 
government must get involved, 
give us an unrestricted support 
and understand the urgency of the 
situation, because there are a lot 
of changes that need to be made 
to the stadium. “The works need 
to be done by 15th May and given 

the large amount of renovation that 
must happen, works have to go on 
full speed. Also, the situation of the 
stores is quite concerning: from a 
security standpoint they cannot be 
opened during the tournament.

“There are stores with fuel tanks, 
which is a grave safety and security 
concern, so their equipments 
also need to be taken out. Overall, 
work needs to happen, and state 
government needs to make them 
happen fast.” He added, “I am 
considerably happy with the 
preparations put in at the training 
sites, but the main ground remains 
a matter of great concern.” Speaking 
at the press conference after the 

inspection, Tournament Director 
Javier Ceppi said, “Over the past 
month, there has been a decent 
amount of work that has been done 
in Kochi. Unfortunately, it is a well-
known fact that almost no work 
could happen last year while ISL 
was happening and that has had an 
impact on the renovation timelines 
for the stadium.

“We are confident that the 
state government will honour its 
commitment and that pending 
infrastructure work will be 
completed as soon as possible.” 
Football fans here have a massive 
reputation nationwide and 
acknowledging the same, he added, 
“The enthusiasm that we have seen 
from football fans in Kerala about 
hosting the event is remarkable and 
we hope that they all turn up for the 
World Cup matches in October.”

Joshna 
Chinappa 

enters second 
round at British 

Open Squash

Safarova tops 
No. 23 Gavrilova 
at Miami Open; 

Pliskova wins

LONDON  MARCH 24   (IANS) : 
Joshna Chinappa was the lone Indian 
survivor in the prestigious British 
Squash Open after the exit of Saurav 
Ghosal and Dipika Pallikal.

Dipika was unfortunate to face Laura 
Massaro of England straightaway and 
the world number five carved out a 
comfortable 11-4, 11-5, 11-13,11-1 win.

Joshna on the other hand took on 
Australian Rachael Grinham, a former 
world number one but had come in 
as a qualifier. Like Dipika, Joshna 
lost a game but she was in control to 
work out a 11-6, 8-11, 11-6, 12-10 win 
to enter round two where she faces 
Raneem El Welily, the current world 
number three from Egypt.

KEY BISCAYNE  MARCH 24   (IANS) : 
Lucie Safarova eliminated 23rd-seeded 
Daria Gavrilova 6-2, 6-2 on Thursday to 
reach the third round of the Miami Open. 
Safarova, the 2015 French Open runner-
up, is ranked 36th, so was just outside the 
seedings at the hard-court tournament. 
She broke Gavrilova five times while losing 
serve only once herself. In another early 
women’s match Thursday, second-seeded 
Karolina Pliskova, a finalist at last year’s 
U.S. Open, had no trouble beating 86th-
ranked Madison Brengle 6-1, 6-3 in about 
an hour to get to the third round. In men’s 
first-round action, Adrian Mannarino 
defeated qualifier Benjamin Becker 7-6 (6), 
6-3 and will next face No. 32 Paolo Lorenzi.

Supreme Court’s January 
verdict on how Indian 
cricket should be run. As 
reported by ESPNcricinfo 
on March 16, Manohar 
had confirmed his deciton 
to the Supreme Court-
appointed Committee of 
Administrators members 
Vikram Limaye and Vinod 
Rai hat he was going to 
leave the ICC. In Friday’s 
ICC release, Limaye stated: 
“It is important that the 
current issues are resolved 
to everyone’s satisfaction.

India ends with 13 medals from Dubai para meet
DUBAI MARCH 24   (IANS) 

: Indian para athletes did the 
country proud by claiming 13 
medals in the season opening 
Fazaa International IPC 
International Athletics Grand 
Prix at the Dubai Club Stadium 
here.

The medals include five gold, 
three of which are won by Sundar 
Singh Gurjar. Gurjar added a third 
gold medal in the Shot Put event 
T 44-46 category with a throw of 

13.36m. Sundar had earlier won 
gold in the javelin throw and 
discus throw in his category.

Sundar preparing intensely 
for World Para Athletic 
Championship in July in London 
is presently supported and 
sponsored by Cairn India.

The women athletes also 
added to the Indian gold medal 
tally with a gold-silver finish in 
the women’s wheelchair Shot 
Put F-55 category. Karamjyoti 

claimed the gold with 5.76m 
followed by Shatabdti Awasthi 
claiming the silver a mere 5 
centimetres behind.

High Jumpers Sharad Kumar 
and Girisha H. Nagarajgowda 
gave India the silver and bronze 
in the F13/20/42/44 category 
with leaps of 1.66m and 1.63m 
respectively, wherein golden 
boy Mariyappan Thangavelu 
and Varun Bhati preferred not to 
compete.

Davide Cimolai 
wins Tour of 
Catalunya 
opener

CALELLA  MARCH 24   (IANS) : Italy's 
Davide Cimolai won a bunch sprint to 
bag the first stage and the overall lead at 
the Tour of Catalunya on Monday after 
overtaking France's Nacer Bouhanni right 
on the line.

This was the first of seven stages of 
what promises to be a hotly disputed race 
featuring most of cycling's big guns such 
as Britain's three-time Tour of France 
winner Chris Froome, defending champion 
Nairo Quintana of Colombia and Spanish 
veteran Alberto Contador, winner of all 
three Grand Tours, as well as locally-based 
Irish rider Dan Martin. Team Sky are racing 
with Geraint Thomas as the lead man with 
teammate Froome short of peak form. 

The peloton raced 178.9km over a middle 
section containing hilly terrain on the 
rocky and rugged Costa Brava, but it arrived 
intact at the finish line at the Calella coastal 
resort. Cimolai, 27 and riding for FDJ, 
proved fastest in a tight finish on narrow 
streets coming up a slight hill at the end to 

just edge Bouhanni, who made an early bid. 
Kristian Sbaragli completed the opening 
day’s podium. There are potentially two 
more bunch sprints but Tuesday’s race 
is a tricky 41.3km team time trial and 
Thursday’s climb stage and probable 
decider is a summit finish at La Porta.

ISSF World Cup: Ankur Mittal 
wins double trap gold in Mexico

NEW DELHI   MARCH 24  (IANS) : 
Marksman Ankur Mittal has delivered 
India's nine-member contingent its first 
medal at the International Shooting Sport 
Federation World Cup (Shot Gun) in 
Acapulco, Mexico by shooting gold in the 
men's double trap on Wednesday.

Mittal, who won silver at last month's 
ISSF World Cup in New Delhi, beat the gold 
medalist at that event, Australian James 
Willet, on day three of the competition.

Mittal had a strong day, ending second 
in qualification with a score of 138 out of 
a possible 150. Against China’s Ying Qui 
he prevailed 6-5 in the shoot-off to decide 
second and third spots after both had 

finished their qualifying rounds on the 
same score. 

In the ensuing six-man 80-targets final 
round, Mittal missed a total of five targets, 
including just two in his last 40 to equal 
the world record and finish on top with a 
score of 75.

Willet managed 73 to claim silver, while 
Ying took the bronze with 52, before being 
eliminated after 60 targets.

The other Indian shooters in action in 
the men’s and women’s skeet shooting 
disciplines, scheduled to be held over the 
weekend, are Rashmee Rathore, Angad Vir 
Singh Bajwa, Man Singh and Amrinder 
Cheema.

HIGHLIGHTS
Mittal has delivered 
India’s nine-member 

contingent its first medal 
at ISSF World Cup

Mittal beat the gold 
medalist at that event, 

Australian James Willet, 
on day three

He had a strong day, 
ending second in 

qualification with a score of 
138 out of a possible 150
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Salman Khan‘s Tubelight is the 
next big Eid release we are all wait-
ing for. The amount of money his 
one film pumps into the industry 
is simply unbelievable. No wonder 
the filmdom can’t stop obsessing 
about him and his films. Sultan 

made Eid a glorious festival last 
year both for his fans and the in-
dustry. Now people are expecting 
more such big things from Tube-
light. But the question that came to 
our mind while discussing Tube-
light was, who will be the lucky one 

to watch the film first. As if on cue, 
the answer has been discovered. 
The first trial of Salman Khan’s film 
will be held exclusively for Zhu Zhu 
and her family. (Also read: Salman 
Khan gives a really SPECIAL gift to 
his Tubelight co-star Zhu Zhu)

 
Zhu Zhu is Salman’s ladylove 

in the film. Given the fact that the 
story has the Indo-China war in 
the background, Kabir Khan and 
Salman were clear they wanted to 
cast a Chinese actress for the role. 
After an extensive search, they ze-
roed in on Zhu Zhu. Soon enough 
she became pretty popular on the 
sets and the whole team grew fond 
of her. And guess as a special ges-
ture, the makers have decided to 
have the first trial for her and her 
family. She is a popular face and an 
internationally acclaimed film and 
television actor. Previously she has 
worked with Hollywood stars like 
Tom Hanks and Russell Crowe, 
this would be her first attempt in 
Bollywood. With this, Zhu Zhu will 
join the list of stars like Daisy Shah 
and Sonakshi Sinha who made 
their B-town debut with Mr Khan.

        Courtesy:SantaBanta.com

It’s been three years since Ran-
veer Singh, Arjun Kapoor, Priyanka 
Chopra and Irrfan Khan starrer 
Gunday released. And guess what, 
the boys of the movie remain bad 
even to this day! Well, that’s what 

Ranveer claims. So just a few mo-
ments ago, director of the movie, 
Ali Abbas Zafar tweeted a pic from 
the promotions of the movie which 
he captioned, “Bad boys @Ranveer-
Official @arjunk26 & beautiful girl 

@priyankachopra #throwback @
GundayTheFilm ” blood & bullets 
on Valentine’s Day ” As usual, while 
everyone in the pic look classy and 
composed, Singh turned on his 
goofy side by going totally savage. 
The image is super cute and has 
a very throwback feel to it. Obvi-
ously, after seeing this pic, the Gun-
day boys woke up from their busy 
schedule and decided to spread 
the love. Ranveer took to his so-
cial media page and shared an 
animated version of himself and 
Arjun.   He tweeted, “Bad Boys for 
Life! @arjunk26 @aliabbaszafar @
priyankachopra 3 Years of Gun-
day” The pic was a blend of cute 
and funny so Kapoor cracked up 
and replied, “Hahahahaa !!!” While 
all this nostalgia continued, we 
realised that PeeCee was missing 
in action. The diva didn’t reply or 
retweet or basically show any kind 
of reaction. Of course, because it’s 
night time in the US right now, 
she’s probably catching up on 
some beauty sleep. But we’d defi-
nitely like to know her reaction on 
this rendezvous on social media.   
Courtesy:Bollywoodlife. 

India-born internationally-acclaimed actress Fre-
ida Pinto, who witnessed stardom with “Slumdog 
Millionaire” in 2008, wants to encourage women-
driven projects through her banner. She feels stereo-
types around women directors need to be debunked 
and more stories from a woman’s perspective need 
to come out in showbiz globally. Asked if women 
producers or directors add more compassion and 
an emotional touch to a film, Freida told IANS: “I 
wouldn’t like to say that men are not compassionate, 
but there are two different perspectives to look at it. 
The way we (women) look at things and objects can 
be different.”  “I don’t believe that men don’t lend 
themselves to that compassionate side, but certainly 

the female perspective, when it comes to the films, 
because we are so few of us… has not been fully ex-
plored. There are too many stereotypes around fe-
male directors as well… Like they don’t have stamina, 
they don’t have experience and so on.   “Those are the 
things that we need to debunk and not who is more 
compassionate,” added the actress who was in the 
city to be celebrate International Scotch Day last week 
with brand Diageo’s #LoveScotch initiative.      In a 
short span in the entertainment industry, Freida — ir-
respective of her Indian ethnicity — has carved out a 
niche of her own in world cinema through her roles in 
films like “Miral”, “Day of the Falcon”, “Immortals”, 
“Desert Dancer” and the “Slumdog Millionaire”.  And 
now with her production company We Do It Together 
(WDIT) that aims to produce films and TV that boost 
the empowerment of women, she hopes to give new 
perspective to women-driven cinema.  Is she enjoy-
ing taking charge of the filmmaking process, she says, 
“Absolutely”.  “I have the control of the kind of mate-
rial I pick up, the kind of writer that I want to work 
with and I am very pro getting female driven stories, 
a female director and writers on board. In fact, my 
first production is about women, made by women, 
written by a woman and has a woman actor… So, it’s 
amazing “I do enjoy that sense of empowerment that 
I have now,” said the 32-year-old. A proud supporter 
of women’s rights and someone who is also known for 
her humanitarian work, Freida says she has enjoyed 
watching some women-centric Bollywood films like 
“Queen”, “Piku” and “Pink”, which not merely objec-
tified women but genuinely spoke about common is-
sues women face.  “I feel that the films that I watch, 
specifically the Indian films that I watch, are always 
the ones that have lent itself to little more deeper 
questioning about a woman’s representation in soci-
ety. I really enjoyed ‘Queen’ when it came out. ‘Pink’ 
and ‘Piku’ were also great films,” said Freida.  She also 
feels that “for any change to happen in society, people 
need to be little more patient”.  “Of course you are not 
going to overthrow everything as some sections of so-
ciety probably still like the item song and dance. 

                                                Courtesy:SantaBanta.com

Actor Uday Chopra, who has 
been trolled on social media 
several times, has sent love to 
his haters on Valentine’s Day. 
Uday on Tuesday took to Twit-
ter to “send some positivity” to 
his trollers. “This Valentine’s 
Day I’d like to send love to all 
my haters and trolls. May you 
find something more positive in 
your lives,” Uday tweeted. Uday 
keeps running into trouble with 
the trolls on social media plat-

forms. Well his tweets are of the 
sorts that invite trolling. The 
thing is Uday has the kind of 
sense of humour that not many 
get. So when he tweets stuff like 
“I’m going to invent a language 
that only I can understand and 
only speak in that for the rest 
of my life”, he ends up inviting 
trolls to take his case. Trolls love 
him for that. But we have got 
to say it takes a certain kind of 
courage to be able to make fun 
of yourself. And only the best of 
people on this planet can pull 
that off. So yep, haters before we 
share the best of Uday’s tweets 
here is his reply to you all.

           Courtesy:Bollywoodlife. 

Hey haters, Uday Chopra has 
something to say to you on 

Valentine’s Day!

Bad boys Ranveer Singh and Arjun 

Kapoor are celebrating 3 years of 

Gunday but where’s Priyanka Chopra?

Freida Pinto: Making a film with 
an Indian story is one of my 

biggest goals

Shocking! Amy Jackson’s 
phone gets hacked, personal 

pictures leaked

Amy Jackson was in for a major 
shock when her personal pictures 
were leaked onto the internet. She 
couldn’t believe it would happen 
and later realised that somebody had 
hacked into her phone. It so hap-

pened that Amy returned to London 
from Chennai to wrap up the last leg of 
2.0. She had a connecting flight from 
Mumbai where she chose to while 
sometime in a mobile store. It is said 
that the mobile was hacked at this 

store itself. A couple of pics from her 
phone got leaked onto the internet. 
(Also read: Amy Jackson finally opens 
up about dating Salman Khan – watch 
video  )   Mid-Day quoted a source say-
ing, “The phone’s automatic sync was 
on, as a result of which all photographs 
clicked by her were getting saved on 
iCloud. She was in her hometown, 
London, when she couldn’t log into 
her account for a few days and went 
to a local store for help. However, it 
was on February 7 when two pictures 
with her best friend having dinner 
appeared online that she realised her 
phone was hacked. She went to the 
service centre again before coming to 
India.” Jackson also spoke to the daily 
about it saying,. “I was shocked when 
this happened. This isn’t a trivial mat-
ter and has to be taken up seriously. I 
will register a complaint with the cyber 
crime cell in London and ensure the 
hackers are taken to task. Cyber safety 
is the need of the hour.” She also plans 
to lodge a complaint in Mumbai’s cy-
ber cell.  Amy posted about the last leg 
of 2.0 with a tweet saying,

            Courtesy:SantaBanta.com

Look at the impact Saif Ali Khan’s 
daughter Sara Ali Khan and Sridevi’s 
daughter Jhanvi Kapoor are hav-
ing on other celebrities, even be-
fore making their Bollywood de-
buts. While the industry is waiting 
with open arms to embrace these 
beautiful star kids. Disha Patani in 
EXCLUSIVE interaction with Bolly-
woodLife surprisingly went onto ad-
mit how she feels “stupid”, “dumb” 
in comparison to Sara and Jhanvi. 
Yes, she said that.. Not that Disha is 
feeling insecure of Jhanvi and Sara. 
In fact, Disha admires Jhanvi’s style 
sense as she even mentioned, “I like 
Jhanvi’s outfits. I think she’s very 
inspired by her mother. But they 
both are very beautiful so I dunno.” 
However, when asked if she has any 
tips for Jhanvi and Sara considering 
she’s comparatively senior, Disha 
couldn’t resist herself from admit-
ting, “No no, please give me tips. I 
mean, they are very cool because 

I remember when I was their age, 
I was so stupid. They are also very 
smart, I was so dumb. (laughs). I 
was so dumb when I was young so 
I think it’s very cool that they are 
so aware and know everything. I 
really appreciate them.” Obviously 

Disha meant it in the jest of it but 
we really don’t blame her for feel-
ing a little inferior in comparison 
to Sara and Jhanvi at this point in 
time. I mean, the girls are actually 
setting such high standards; be it 
in terms of fashion or breaking the 
internet, one pic at a time. But you 
know what’s more amusing here? 
Disha(24) is just a year older than 
Sara (23) but she’s making it sound 
as if she belongs to another genera-
tion. Nevertheless, now it’s left to 
see how well does Disha get along 
with Sara and Jhanvi once they ven-
ture out into Bollywood. PS: Word 
is that Sara has replaced Disha in 
Student Of The Year 2. So is that the 
reason why Disha is already sensing 
a competition with these newbies? 
You can drop your thoughts in the 
comments below and keep watch-
ing this space for more updates on 
this hot story.

              Courtesy:Bollywoodlife. 

“I was so DUMB at that age”, says 
Disha Patani when compared to 
Sara Ali Khan and Jhanvi Kapoor


