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Syria: IS destroys part of 
Palmyra’s Roman Theatre

Sidhu complicit in 
corruption in 
Punjab: AAP

ArrayKolkata, Jan 20 (IANS) Raising the issue 
of demonetisation at the Bengal Global Busi-
ness Summit here, West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Friday said economic 
growth has slowed down and industries were 
facing problems.

“We are facing some hardship for demoneti-
sation and remonetisation. Industries are fac-
ing problems. It’s a fact that the economy has 
slowed because of this,” Banerjee said during 
her address on day one of the summit.

She also referred to the cash crunch trig-
gered by the Narendra Modi-led central gov-
ernment’s November 8 decision to demon-
etise the Rs 1,000 and Rs 500 currency notes.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (IANS) Ahead of Abu Dha-
bi Crown Prince Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan’s arrival here as chief guest for this 
year’s Republic Day celebrations, India and 
the UAE held their first strategic dialogue on 
Friday keeping with the decision to elevate the 
bilateral relationship to Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Partnership.

“Pursuant to the decision to elevate their rela-
tions to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 
during the exchange of the visits at the highest 
level between India and United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) in August 2015 and February 2016, the two 
sides held the first meeting of strategic dialogue 
between the two foreign offices on January 20 in 
New Delhi,” the External Affairs Ministry said in 
a statement. 

It said that in the meeting, which was co-
chaired Minister of State for External Affairs 
M.J. Akbar and his UAE counterpart Anwar Ma-
hammed Gargash, “the two sides were represent-
ed by strong delegations drawn from a number of 
relevant ministries and departments”.

Mamata raises demonetisation 
issue at Bengal business summit

India, UAE hold first 
strategic dialogue 
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Donald Trump takes oath in Washington 
Ahead Of Historic Inauguration

SC allows officials to serve state 
bodies, BCCI for 9 years each 

TN govt’s proposals on 
Jallikattu sent to Home 

Ministry for final decision

Cash flow to normalise soon: Urjit Patel 

New Delhi, Jan 20 (IANS) The Supreme Court 
on Friday modified its earlier order to allow any 
official to be an office bearer of the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) or state as-
sociation for nine years each.

The court in its January 3 order had said a 
person can cumulatively hold the office for nine 
years both in the BCCI and state associations, 
thereby taking total tenure in the country’s 
cricket administration to a cumulative period 
of 18 years.

However, the officials willing to serve state 
and BCCI will have to undergo a compulsory 
“cooling off” period of three years before tak-
ing up their next position. The bench of Justice 
Dipak Misra, Justice A.M. Khanwilkar and Jus-

tice D.Y. Chandrachud received a list of nine 
names in a sealed envelope given by lawyers 
Gopal Subramaniam and Anil Divanas for the 
appointment of a committee of administrators 
who will run the BCCI.

The two lawyers have submitted the list to the 
Supreme Court for BCCI’s interim administrative 
committee to oversee the implementation of the 
Lodha panel reforms. The apex court directed not 
to make the list public until its decision.

The apex court, however, questioned the 
list as some of the people named in the list 
are aged over 70. The Lodha panel recom-
mended that no one above 70 can hold an 
administrative position in the BCCI or any of 
the state associations.

New Delhi: The Environment 
Ministry on Friday gave its obser-
vations to the proposal sent by the 
Tamil Nadu government for lifting 
of the ban on bull-taming sport Jal-
likatu and returned it to the Home 
Ministry for final decision.

“The proposal was submitted 
to the Home Ministry. The Home 
Ministry sent it to us for com-
ments. We gave our comments 
and have sent it back to the Home 
Ministry for further vetting,” a 
source in the Environment Min-
istry said. The development came 
hours after Environment Minister 
Anil Madhav Dave said that the 
government wants a “permanent” 
solution to the Jallikattu issue and 
a a final decision will be taken 
within a “day or two”.

Dave said that his Ministry was 
“ready” and would take the “short-
est” possible time to sent back the 
proposal to the Home Ministry af-
ter giving its comments.

Earlier in the day, 46 AIADMK 
MPs meet Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh to press for an ordinance al-
lowing jallikattu.

AIADMK MP M Thambidurai 
said that Singh assured them that 
the file will be processed as early 
as possible so that ordinance can 
be promulgated in next two-three 
days. The Centre wants a “perma-
nent” solution to the Jallikattu is-
sue and the proposal submitted 

by the Tamil Nadu government is 
being vetted by various ministries 
after which a final decision will be 
taken within a “day or two”, En-
vironment Minister Anil Madhav 
Dave said on Friday.

“Today the Home Minister has 
received a proposal from Tamil 
Nadu government. The entire 
proposal is under consideration. 
Different ministries are giving a 
thought to it. The paper is on way 
to the Environment Ministry. I am 
sure within the shortest time we 
will be able to reach on the final 
decision,” he told reporters.

He said that during the meeting 
of Tamil Nadu Chief Minister O 
Panneerselvam with Prime Min-
ister on Thursday, the latter had 
appreciated the sentiments and 
cultural values of different cul-
tural sports particularly Jallikattu.

Appreciating the patience of 
people of the state and the way 
the entire movement for Jallikat-
tu is being carried forward in a 
peaceful way, Dave said that the 
entire process should be done in 
a “thorough” manner and there 
should be no “lacuna”.

Asked whether the Ministry is 
also thinking of excluding bulls 
from the list of animals prohibited 
from being exhibited or trained as 
performing animals, Dave said, “If 
(I) tell you everything now, what 
will be left for later.”

WASHINGTON, Jan 20 
(IANS)  Twenty-four hours be-
fore he takes the oath of office 
as the 45th US president, Don-
ald Trump arrived in Washing-
ton on Thursday, determined 
to transform American politics 
over the next four years.

The Republican billion-
aire’s arrival caps an extraor-
dinary and improbable run 
for the White House that, 
once he takes the reins from 
President Barack Obama, will 
launch the United States into 
a new era. “The journey be-
gins and I will be working and 
fighting very hard to make it 

a great journey for the Ameri-
can people,” Trump tweeted 
before leaving Trump Tower, 
his Manhattan home.

The 70-year-old president-
elect traveled aboard an of-
ficial government jet to a 
military base near Washing-
ton with his wife Melania. 
The pair exited the plane and 
headed into the nation’s cap-
ital for a day of pre-inaugural 
festivities. “It is a momentous 
day before a historic day,” 
said Vice President-elect 
Mike Pence, as Washington 
put its finishing touches on 
the downtown area where 

hundreds of thousands of 
Americans will congregate 
for Trump’s inauguration.

Trump will place a wreath 
at Arlington National Cem-
etery at 3:30 pm (2030 GMT) 
before crossing the Potomac 
River to speak at the Lincoln 
Memorial, the epicenter of 
Thursday’s events complete 
with a concert and fireworks.

Trump’s swearing-in, on 
the steps of the Capitol at 
noon Friday -- a date and 
hour set by the US Constitu-
tion -- will be carried live on 
screens around the globe. 
Rain is forecast.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (IANS) Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) Gover-
nor Urjit Patel on Friday is learnt 
to have told a parliamentary com-
mittee that cash flow post demon-
etisation will normalise soon but 
might take longer in rural and re-
mote areas.

He also said demonetisation 
would be beneficial for the econo-
my in medium and long term.

Patel, according to informed 
sources, told the Public Accounts 
Committee (PAC) of Parliament 
the situation of cash flow in the 
country was “almost normal” in 
urban areas.

He added that efforts were on to 
improve the cash flow to rural and 
remote areas in the country. “It 

will take a few more weeks for the 
situation to improve in rural and 
remote areas,” the sources quoted 
him as saying. They said Patel told 
the committee that demonetisa-
tion has short-term impact on the 
economy but would be beneficial 
in the medium and long-term.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
had on November 8 last year an-
nounced demonetisation of Rs 
500 and Rs 1,000 currency notes.

The sources said members ex-
pressed concern over tax on on-
line transactions.

Patel is learnt to have told 
the panel that RBI was trying to 
come out with a new mechanism 
to bring down online transac-
tion costs and was in talks with 

all stakeholders including banks. 
Asked by the members about 
several-fold increase in deposits 
in cooperative banks following 
demonetisation, Patel is learnt to 
have said the matter was being 
probed by Financial Intelligence 
Unit-India (FIU-IND).

Earlier this week, the RBI Gov-
ernor had told the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Finance 
the new currency notes, worth Rs 
9.2 lakh crore, were introduced 
into the financial system post de-
monetisation.

One of the PAC members told 
Patel there was a huge mismatch 
between the cash deposited and 
the actual cash in the coopera-
tive banks.

US President-elect Donald Trump and his wife Melania step 
off a plane upon arrival. AFP

The Vice President, Shri M. Hamid Ansari giving away the C.H. Mohammed Koya National 
Journalism Award 2016 to the Consulting Editor, The Times of India, Ms. Sagarika Ghosh, in New 

Delhi on January 20, 2017. PIB

Kolkata, Jan 20 (IANS) Raising the issue 
of demonetisation at the Bengal Global 
Business Summit here, West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee on Friday said 
economic growth has slowed down and 
industries were facing problems.

"We are facing some hardship for 
demonetisation and remonetisation. 
Industries are facing problems. It's a fact 
that the economy has slowed because of 
this," Banerjee said during her address 
on day one of the summit. She also re-
ferred to the cash crunch triggered by 
the Narendra Modi-led central govern-
ment's November 8 decision to demon-
etise the Rs 1,000 and Rs 500 currency 
notes. "Some industries are not able 

to make their payments through cash 
transactions. They are having problems 
- the small scale industry, the unorgan-
ised sectors, the traders, the farmers."

Banerjee said in contrast, her govern-
ment was giving all sorts of relief to in-
dustry. "I am appealing to businessmen 
to come to Bengal. Here, all sorts of relief 
are given to businessmen," she added. 
Banerjee has been in the forefront of the 
protests against the Modi government on 
the demonetisation issue. She held dem-
onstrations and addressed rallies in vari-
ous states, while her party the Trinamool 
Congress has been continuing with a 
high-pitched political campaign in Ben-
gal against the recall of currency notes.

Mamata raises demonetisation 
issue at Bengal business summit



2 City Indian Horizon
Saturday, January 21, 2017

Woman succumbs 
to swine flu in 

Hyderabad; toll 
reaches 10

Hyderabad, Jan 20 (IANS) A woman succumbed 
to swine flu at the government-run Gandhi Hospi-
tal here on Friday, taking the death toll due to the 
dreaded disease in Telangana to 10 since August 
2016, a health official said. The 46-year-old woman 
from Bahadurpura locality here was undergoing 
treatment since January 16. It is the fourth death 
due to swine flu at the hospital since January 1. All 
victims were women. Gandhi Hospital Superinten-
dent Venkateshwar Reddy said a special ward was 
opened for patients suspected of suffering from 
swine flu. Health officials attributed the rise in swine 
flu cases to cold weather and advised people to take 
all precautions. According to health officials, a total 
of 3,033 samples were tested from August 1, 2016, to 
January 18, 2017. Of these, 152 samples were found 
positive. On Wednesday alone, six of the 43 cases 
tested were found positive. The health department 
has advised people to approach hospitals at the on-
set of the first symptoms of swine flu like high fever, 
sneezing, cough and body ache. It asked hospitals 
to isolate persons suspected to be suffering from 
swine flu and send their samples to the Institute of 
Preventive Medicine (IPM) here. Officials said suffi-
cient medicines were stocked at all teaching, district 
and area hospitals.

LED Bulbs in 
40 Village 

Panchayats: Jupally
Hyderabad, Jan.20 (NSS): State Government has 

taken a decision to set up on pilot basis LED bulbs in 
40 Village Panchayats to reduce power consumption 
and bills. Central Energy Efficiency Services Limited, 
a central government subsidiary of energy sector is 
to start the works said its Managing Director Saurabh 
Kumar. Panchayat Raj Minister Jupally Krishna Rao 
held a meeting on the issue at Secretariat attended 
by Chief Secretary SP Singh and Commissioner Nitu 
Prasad and other officials. The minister hoped that 
the government plan to illuminate the villages get 
fructified with LED bulbs project. He also said that 
the LED Bulbs can be operated upon the use of lat-
est technology through remote control. It will be help 
to reach our goals to reduce power consumption and 
bills to half. Having implemented in 22 municipali-
ties, the project will be launched on pilot basis and to 
be expanded to other places in the state. The Minister 
asked the officials to see that the panchayats face no 
problem of funds by reducing their power and water 
bills. Fixing LED bulbs will sure prove handy in the 
villages to give more efficient services by reducing 
consumption and bills.

Dry weather likely 
in State this week

Hyderabad, Jan.20 : Based on the Weather Model 
run at TSDPS of Planning Department and other 
available numerical guidance from National Cen-
ters (IMD and other centers), it indicates that, 
the weather over Telangana State is expected to 
be mainly dry during the next one week. It is also 
expected that, with the prevailing northeasterly 
to easterly winds over Telangana State, the mini-
mum temperature will fall to below normal (-2 0 C 
to -3 0 C) at most of the places of Telangana State, 
which will be in the range of 9 0 C to 13 0 C, while 
there will be no significant change in the maximum 
temperature, which will be in the range of 28 0 C 
to 32 0 C.  From January 21 to 27, fifteen districts- 
Hyderabad, Medchal-Malkajgiri, Mahabubnagar, 
Wanaparthy, Nagarkurnool, Jogulamba-Gadwal, 
Nalgonda, Yadadri-Bhongiri, Suryapet, Warangal 
(U), Warangal (R), Jangaon, Mahabubabad, Kham-
mam, Bhadradri-Kothagudem would record below 
normal temperature (-2 0 C to -3 0 C) over most 
places of these Districts, which will be in the range 
of 10 0 C to 14 0 C. 
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Hyderabad, Jan.20 : Telangana State Fi-
nance Minister Etela Rajender today urged 
the NABARD to provide necessary financial 
assistance for finance and allied sectors 
which are yet to witness growth.

During a State credit seminar of NABARD 
along with Chief Secretary SP Singh, Rajen-
der expressed concern that they could not 
reach goals in the farm sector as there was 
some gap between efforts and implementa-
tion of schemes giving poor results. “The 
schemes are now being implemented ef-
fectively to get positive results in farm and 
allied sectors”, he said.

The Finance Minister also claimed that 
Telangana State GDP in six months sur-
passed national GDP of 7.5 per cent as it 
pegged at 10.2 per cent. Appreciating the 
NABARD for its efforts for rural people’s 
development, he said complete growth 
would be possible only when agriculture 

sector witnesses better growth. 
“Our aim is to work for increasing 
growth rate in farm sector to 22 per 
cent from 17 per cent and the NA-
BARD in coordination with state 
machinery has to work towards 
that end”, he said.

Rajender claimed that the young-
est Telangana State was implement-
ing flagship programs like Mission 
Bhagiratha, Mission Kakatiya and 
other schemes. Seeing at their posi-
tive results, other States were show-
ing interest to know about them and plan-
ning to replicate, he said. “Those who used 
to ignore us in Delhi, are now talking to us 
and appreciating our schemes. Water and 
lakes schemes will strengthen the agricul-
ture sector”, he hoped.

As per Chief Minister KCR’s vision, the 
government was going ahead with unique 

plan to financially empower goats and 
sheep growers, fishermen, SC, ST, Minori-
ties and oppressed classes, he said. He also 
asked other banks to replicate NABARD to 
see that other allied wings of farm sector 
strengthen as they are planning to launch 
more schemes to promote goats and sheep 
growers and fishermen.

Akbar meets GHMC 
Commissioner

Hyderabad, Jan.20 : The MIM MLA Akba-
ruddin Owaisi has met the GHMC Commis-
sioner Dr B Janardhan Reddy along with a 
team on the development of Hyderabad Old 
City here on Friday. He suggested the com-
missioner to complete the works of Charmi-
nar Pedestrian Project as soon as possible 
and make the Charminar surroundings 
available to the tourists. He also asked the 
Commissioner to shift the businessmen 
on to a special bridge to be constructed on 
Musi river opposite Salarjung museum. It 
will help in creating rehabilitation to the 
businessmen of Charminar surroundings, 
he said and opined that the new bridge 
will allow to set up night bazaar. He asked 
the Commissioner to extend the length of 
flyover of the Chandrayanagutta and urged 
the latter to develop the Murgi Chowk and 
Clock Tower in full pledged manner.  The 
MLA and Commissioner reviewed the works 
of Metro Rail works at Old City also. Metro 
Rail MD NVS Reddy, GHMC, HMR senior of-
ficials participated in the meeting.

Hyderabad, Jan.20 : Chief Sec-
retary SP Singh today directed the 
officials of various departments to 
present their budget proposals for 
2017-18 fiscal as per central govern-
ment norms. Maintenance Account 
and Progress Account will replace 
and Plan and Non-plan heads he 
said. At a review meeting with them 
at Secretariat here Singh advised 
them to come up with budgetary 

proposals with priority and need 
based agenda for allround develop-
ment. Since Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao is keen on welfare 
and development our proposals 
of the budget should reflect them 
he said. Maintenance account will 
proposals of establishment, main-
tenance, payments, and progress 
account will have proposals of sub-
sidies, grants and scholarships.

Allocations should be made for 
SC, ST sub plans he said adding that 
the state budget has demonetisation 
impact will also reflect the impact of 
GST. Directing to submit the details 
of number of posts and employees 
working to finance department, he 
said that as KCR reiterated the of-
ficials should send utilization cer-
tificates to the Centre on various 
schemes and get funds immediately.

Hyderabad, Jan.20 (NSS): Telenor 
India announced the launch of af-
fordable 4G services for its custom-
ers in Hyderabad. The subscribers 
can now experience high speed 
wireless mobile internet on the 
company’s modern network and 
get on to the digital super highway 
to cater to their data needs.

Hyderabad is the 12thcity in 
Andhra Pradesh and Telengana 
circle to go live with Telenor 4G ser-
vices. Prior to Hyderabad, the com-
pany has successfully launched its 
4G services in Vizag, Vijayawada, 
Warangal, Karimnagar, Rajahmun-
dry, Guntur, Bhimavaram, Kadapa, 
Tenali, Vizianagaram and Eluru. 
Speaking on the occasion,  Srinath 
Kotian, Circle Business Head, 
AP&TS, Telenor India said, “We 
have strengthened our 4G presence 
in AP & TS circle, with the launch 
of affordable 4G services in Hyder-
abad. With 95percent sites in the 
city being ready with state-of-the-
artequipment and higher spectral 
efficiency, the company is geared up 
to offer superior voice and internet 
experience at affordable price to its 
customers in Hyderabad. Our Super 
Saver 4G plans are very cost effective 

and provide one of the best deals 
to customers in this market. In ad-
dition to this, the network is energy 
efficient and much more reliable 
making Telenor one of the best in 
the city both on voice and data ser-
vices. We will continue to fulfill our 
promise of ‘paisa vasool’ offerings 
providing additional value to our 
customers on every transaction.” 
Across its six circles, Telenor now 
has more than 44 towns offering 
4G services. With this Telenor has 
moved a step closer to its ambition 
of Internet for All and becoming the 
preferred partner in the digital life of 
its customers.

 With thebrand promise of “Sab-
seSastaSabkeLiye – Full Paisa Va-
sool”, Telenor is offering Super 
Saver 4G Special Tariff Vouchers 
(STV’s) with 28 days validity. The of-
fers are availableat three affordable 
prices; Rs. 97, Rs. 149 and Rs. 239 of-
fering 1 GB, 2GB & 6 GB 4G Data re-
spectively. Existing customers can 
also upgrade from their current 2G 
SIM to 4G SIM free of cost and get 
1 GB 4G data free for 15 days. Cus-
tomers can avail this offer atTelenor 
branded stores and 255select retail 
outlets across Hyderabad.

Telenor announced the mod-
ernization of its entire network in 
Andhra Pradesh and Telengana in 
2015. As of now 65% of its sites have 
been modernized. To make its net-
work future ready, Telenor has de-
ployed latest equipment and tech-
nology that ensuressuperior voice 
and data experience. At the sites that 
have been migrated to the new tech-
nology, Telenor has reduced conges-
tion and increased data throughput 
resulting in an improved network 
experience for its customers. 

Across its six circles, Telenor now 
has more than 44 towns offering 
4G services. With this Telenor has 
moved a step closer to its ambition 
of Internet for All and becoming the 
preferred partner in the digital life of 
its customers.

Amaravati, Jan.20 (NSS) : 
YSR Congress Party workers 
here today attempted to attack 
a car carrying MLA Akhil Priya 
representing from Allagadda 
constituency in Kurnool dis-
trict. The incident occurred 
when the MLA was proceed-
ing towards the secretariat 
at Velagapudi. However, her 
gunmen safely shifted her to 
another car and Akhil Priya 
reached the secretariat safely. 
Later she lodged a complaint 
with the Guntur Rural SP 
about the attack.

It may be mentioned here 
that Nandyal MLA Bhooma 
Nagireddy and his daughter 
Akhil Priya have recently 
joined the ruling TDP. The 
YSRCP activists noticed a 

car which was carrying Akhil 
Priya and tried to stop the 
car raising anti-Akhil Priya 
slogans and in support of 
Jagan. Reacting to the inci-
dent, Tadikonda MLA Tenali 
Shravan Kumar said it was 
not good to attack a woman 
legislator. He said those re-
sponsible for the incident 
should be dealt with firmly. 
On reaching Kurnool, Akhil 
Priya  expressed concern 
that some druken youth be-
longed to YSRCP tried to at-
tack her. 

It was unfortunate that 
the YSRCP leaders instead 
of condemning the incident 
were denying that there was 
no such incident occurred, 
she said. 

Help Farm-allied sectors: 
Etela urges NABARD

Hyderabad, Jan.20 
(NSS) : GHMC Mayor 
Bonthu Rammohan to-
day exhorted the citizens 
to extend cooperation to 
keep the Hyderabad city 
in top position in nation-
wide Swacch Sarvekshan.

Speaking to the media 
here on Friday at GHMC 
office, Rammohan said 
the City achieved 19th 
rank last year and urged 
the city people to make 
a call to the number 
1969 to make the City’s 
position better. He said 
that the Hyderabad city 
was developing rapidly 
after the formation of 
Telangana state and the 
GHMC was striving to 
transform the city as a 
clean city. He said that 
the corporators and pub-

lic representatives would 
take up padayatras in 150 
wards from January 21 to 
February 4. He said he 
will visit all wards along 
with Deputy Mayor and 
officials to create aware-
ness among the people 
on Swacch Sarvekshan 
program.

Reiterating his appeal 
to the people to make a 
call to 1969 to extend their 
support to the Swacch 
Sarvekshan, Rammohan 
informed that the GHMC 
will take up huge cam-
paign with the eminent 
persons of cine, sports 
and corporate sectors 
along with wall writing 
at 200 places and huge 
hoardings at 200 places 
and campaign in radio 
and television channels.

HYDERABAD Jan 20 : En-
gineering student Uttam, 
who ran over a 60-year-old 
man at Gandhi Nagar in 
Rajendranagar, was arrest-
ed on Thursday evening 
after verification of educa-
tion certificates proved he 
wasn't a minor. Police said 
he was 18 years and was a 
first-year B.Tech student.

The youth was speed-
ing his brand new Maruti 
S-Cross with blaring music 
through a narrow stretch. 
Rajendranagar police con-

firmed Uttam, who ran 
over Gandhi Nagar resi-
dent Mallesh Yadav, was 
an adult. After exiting Outer 
Ring Road (ORR) at Himay-
atsagar, Uttam drove into 
a narrow stretch in Gandhi 
Nagar at high speed and 
first hit the concrete steps 
of Yadav's neighbour's 
house and then rammed 
into two bikes. These in 
turn crashed into Mallesh 
and his tenant Veerababu.

, who were standing out-
side their house. 

Mayor urges citizens to 
help keep city on top in 

Swacch Sarvekshan

Engineering student no 
minor, held for mowing 

down elderly

GHMC Commissioner Janardan Reddy interacting with students on the occasion of National 
Voters' Day program in Sultan Uloom High School at Banjara Hills in Hyderabad on Friday. 

Submit budget proposals: 
CS tells officials

Telenor India launches 
4G services for city customers

Allagadda MLA escapes 
attack by YSRCP workers
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One dead, two hurt in 
car-bus collision

Hyderabad, Jan.20 : One person died on the 
spot while two others critically injured after 
their car was hit by a college bus head-on at 
Narsingi under Gandipet mandal on the city 
outskirts on Friday. `The car was coming to-
wards the city while the bus was carrying stu-
dents of Mahatma Gandhi Institute of Tech-
nology (MGIT). Some 20 students in the bus 
sustained simple injuries. Two occupants in 
the car are being treated at a private hospital 
and their condition is stated to be critical.

BSNL “Experience 
Unlimited BB 249” at 
2 Mbps Speed & free 

installation
Hyderabad, Jan.20 (NSS) : To give cost effec-

tive service to our valued customers BSNL has 
introduced   promotional unlimited Broad-
band plan “Experience Unlimited BB 249” at 
2 Mbps Speed & free installation. This plan 
has received overwhelming response and ob-
served that the customers are able to down-
load & upload heavy data upto even 390 GB in 
a month under this plan.  Hence, per GB data 
cost comes out to be even less than Rs.1/- per 
GB. BSNL is the only operator who is offering 
less than Rs.1/- per GB data download cost 
plan under wireline Boradband services in the 
country. L. Anantharam, Chief General Manag-
er, Telangana Telecom Circle informed this of-
fer is valid up to 2017 March 31st. New Broad-
band connection can be subscribed by visiting 
nearest BSNL Customer Service Centre or by 
calling Toll Free Number 1800 345 1500.  For 
more details customer can visit BSNL website 
www.bsnl.co.in.

Mahbub College 
Alumni Meet on June 25

Hyderabad, Jan.20 : The Mahabub College 
High School, Secunderabad is holding this 
year’s Alumni meet on January 25 from 5 pm 
on the college premises, Secunderabad. He 
exhorted all the former students of the school 
to attend the Alumni Reunion without fail. 
For more information, the old students of the 
school may call 040-27702918 or 27703711. In a 
pressnote here today, M P Rabindranath, con-
venor, Mahbub College High School Old Stu-
dents Association, Secunderabad stated that 
the college which was established in 1862 is 
one of the oldest and premier educational in-
stitutions of Telangana State and the alumni of 
the institution are spread over in various places 
and in different walks of life all over the coun-
try. He exhorted all the former students of the 
school to attend the Alumni Reunion without 
fail. For more information, the old students of 
the school may call 040-27702918 or 27703711.

Kishan Reddy appears 
before Rly Court at Kazipet

Warangal, Jan.20 (NSS) : BJP floor leader in 
Telangana Assembly G Kishan Reddy today ap-
peared in Kazipet Railway Court in connection 
with a Rail Roko case. Kishan Reddy is facing a 
case lodged against him when he participated in 
a rail roko program in 2012 in Bhongir. Earlier, 
when Kishan Reddy reached here by Rajdhani 
Express at Kazipet, he was welcomed by rural 
district BJP leaders. The case was filed by Rail-
way Police. Aleru MLA Gongidi Sunitha, State 
party general secretary Sambamurthy, Kisan 
Morcha president Goli Madhusdhan Reddy, 
Manohar Reddy, Amrender, Krishna, Srinivas. 
Moggu Madhu also appeared  before the court. 
Earlier, when Kishan Reddy reached here by Ra-
jdhani Express at Kazipet, he was welcomed by 
rural district BJP leaders.

Ponguleti dubs KRBA 
as Chandrababu Board; 

flays KCR for silence
Hyderabad, Jan.20 : Terming the Krishna 

River Board Authority as Chandrababu Board, 
Congress MLC Ponguleti Sudhakar Reddy has 
alleged that the State government was not sup-
plying Krishna River water to Rabi crop. Speak-
ing to the media here on Friday, Ponguleti ques-
tioned Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao as to 
why he was not speaking on the issue and asked 
the latter whether he (KCR) forgot the rights of 
the Telangana. He also alleged that KCR failed in 
achieving the rightful share of Telangana State 
in water and questioned the state government 
to tell as to why the crops of the Telangana farm-
ers have to dry though there water in Sagar and 
Srisailam. He demanded the Chief Minister to 
stop chanting Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and stop the injustice meted out to the Telan-
gana in Krishna water share.

Hyderabad, Jan.20: Nizamabad 
MP and Telangana Jagruti president 
K Kavitha launched the Tulip Logis-
tics All India Service here on Friday 
aimed at removing obstacles with 
communication and technology 
for truck owners, drivers and load 
suppliers. “In order to close the gap 
between truck owners and drivers 
Tulip has come up with unique tech-
nology”,  Kavitha said, adding “We 
will provide full support to Tulip 
Logistics. We need to get more such 
ideas to make Telangana a Bangaru 
Telangana”, she said.

Tulips Logistics was helping the 
transporters as well as the customers 
save time while transporting goods. 
While heavy vehicle operators were 
earning more revenue in the absence 
of middlemen, the customers stand 
to get a reasonable deal, Kavitha said. 
Started in 2015, Tulips Logistics has 
introduced a mobile app, a call centre 
and launched a website through which 
customers, ranging from big corpo-
rates to individuals can place inter-city 
orders to transport their goods.

“This way, the clients will only be 
charged for one-way unlike previ-
ously when they had to pay up for the 
return trip of the vehicle,” explained 
K. Madan, founder and Chairman of 

Tulips Logistics. “The truck operators 
need not wait for days to get next or-
der and depend on the middlemen, 
who take huge commissions. Since 
the truck’s status and location will 
be displayed in real time, it is easy to 
get business for them”, said Nivas, 
CEO & Founder Tie up.  At present, 
the start-up has tied up with 50,000 
transporters across the country, 
many of whom, ply multiple heavy 
goods vehicles. The model of this 
start-up also gains significance in the 
backdrop of demonetization. “There 

is no cash involved as transactions 
are carried out online. To make sure 
that truck drivers have money to re-
fuel their vehicles, we are handing 
over special cards that can be used in 
fuel stations,” said Suneel, COO, Tu-
lip logistics.   At Rs 30-crore turnover, 
the company was hoping to touch Rs 
100-crore mark in the next financial 
year. Buoyed by the response, the 
start-up is soon planning to expand 
operations to neighbouring coun-
tries like Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangla-
desh and also to the US.

Hyderabad, Jan.20 (NSS): Chief 
Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao 
on Friday reiterated that his 
government is committed to the 
welfare of the retired Army per-
sonnel. The Telangana State gov-
ernment is setting up a large fund 
for the Sainik welfare.

Retired Army personnel from 
the Telangana State met the 
Chief Minister and expressed 
their gratitude and thanks for 
initiating many measures for the 
welfare of the Army personnel, 
for the first time in the country, 
which no other State government 
ever thought of doing. The retired 
army personnel under the leader-
ship of MP Capt Laxmikanth Rao 
have met the Chief Minister at 
Pragathi Bhavan here.Speaking 
on the occasion, several retired 
Army personnel said that in the 
past no other Chief Minister ever 

bothered even to give them ap-
pointment or listen to their genu-
ine problems. Chandrashekhar 
Rao is the only Chief Minister 

in the country who is thinking 
about the Sainik Welfare, the 
Army personnel lauded the CM. 
“Chief Minister Sir, We are treat-

ing you as one of our members 
of the profession and we look 
towards you as a true Command-
er”, the Army personnel said in 
an emotion-choked voice. They 
later raised slogans, “Jai Jawan! 
Jai Kisan, Jai Telangana! Jai KCR!”

 Understanding their emo-
tions, the Chief Minister hugged 
each one of them and person-
ally inquired about their well-
being. Retired Army Personnel 
Welfare Association leaders 
have presented an Artillery 
Model Gun to the Chief Minis-
ter on the occasion.           Along 
with MP Capt Laxmikanth Rao, 
Telangana State Sainik Welfare 
Director, Col (Retd) Ramesh 
Kumar, retired Army Personnel  
Suresh Reddy,  Jagan Reddy,  
Pochaiah,  Francis, Prabhakar 
Rao,  Manohar Reddy and oth-
ers were present.

State committed to welfare 
of ex-servicemen: KCR

CHARMINAR Jan 20 : 
State Minorities Commis-
sion (SMC) chairman Abid 
Rasool Khan on Thursday 
said that he has moved 
High Court against the 
Telangana government 
to seek directions which 
would allow the minorities 
panel to function unhin-
dered till it is bifurcated.

The State Minorities 
Commission serves both 
state of Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh and is a 
Schedule X entity which is 
yet to be bifurcated. As was 
earlier reported in these 
columns, the commission 
had received a notice from 
the office of the estate of-
ficer threatening it with 
eviction from Ragahava 
Sadan, from where it func-
tions. Latest Comment

This Cong appointee 
is a Telangana hater and 
traitor like many congress-
walas. Pathetic he is not 
able to realize yet the state 
was divided long ago. T 
govt did the right thing as 
why should it pay wr... On 
Thursday, three officials of 

the commission moved out 
to another location while 
chairman Abid Rasool 
Khan and a few other em-
ployees refused to budge. 
The case will be heard on 
Janury 25, the commission 
chairman added. "It is not 
right to handover the en-
tire files to just one state," 
he explained. "In the peti-
tion we have prayed for 
the following: payment of 
salaries from May 2016 to 
December 2016. 

That the commission 
be allowed to function 
till it is bifurcated. We 
have also petitioned that 
the government provide 
all necessary amenities 
for the smooth function-
ing of the commission. 
While some officials have 
vacated the premises, we 
will not leave the prem-
ises till the matter comes 
up in court," Khan said. 
The case will be heard on 
Janury 25, the commis-
sion chairman added. "It 
is not right to handover 
the entire files to just one 
state," he explained.

Jagan won’t
 become CM ever: 

Somireddy
Amaravati, Jan.20 (NSS) : 

Andhra Pradesh TDP MLC and 
senior leader Somireddy Chan-
dramohan Reddy today said 
YSRCP president Jaganmohan 
Reddy has no moral right to 
criticize neither Chief Minister 
N Chandrababu Naidu nor the 
TDP government. Somireddy 
ridiculed that YSRCP president 
Jaganmohan Reddy’s dream 
of becoming chief minister of 
Andhra Pradesh would remain a 
day-dream only. He also alleged 
that the farmers faced many 
problems and became hapless 
during the regime Dr Y S Ra-
jasekhara Reddy. Jagan was in a 
quandary after the Enforcement 
Directorate seized his properties 
in connection with corruption 
cases, Somireddy said and al-
leged that the former was trying 
to spread faction culture.

TFP/Khaled Bin Hussain
Hyderabad, Jan.20: De-
manding resignation of the 
RBI Governor, the Telanga-
na Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee has alleged that the 
nation experienced huge 
loss of Rs 1.28 lakh crore due 
to demonetisation of huge 
notes.

The TPCC staged a gherao 
of RBI local office here on 
Friday. The Congress lead-
ers including CWC invite 
Anil Shastri, TPCC Chief N 
Uttam Kumar Reddy, work-
ing president Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka, CLP leader 
K Jana Reddy, Legislative 
Council opposition leader 
Mohammed Ali Shabbir, 
Implementation Commit-
tee chairman Ponnala Lax-
maiah, AICC secretaries G 
Chinna Reddy, Ramachan-
dra Kuntia, V Hanumantha 
Rao, MLCs Ponguleti Sud-
hakar Reddy, Akula Lalitha, 
M Ranga Reddy, MLAs T 
Jeevan Reddy, DK Aruna, 
Committee in-charge KB 
Krishna Murthy, Youth 
Congress State president 
Anil Kumar Yadav and Mah-
ila Congress state president 

Nerella Sharadha. The lead-
ers organised a rally from 
Ravindra Bharathi to RBI 
office. The Congress leaders 
submitted a memorandum 
on the occasion.

The leaders Anil Shashtri 
and Uttam Kumar Reddy al-
leged that the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi indulged in 
surgical strike on poor people 
on November 8 with his mal-
adroit decision of demon-
etisation of big notes. The 
poor people, middle class 
people, farmers, small trad-
ers experienced severe loss 
due to the demonetisation of 
Thousand and Five Hundred 
rupees notes. They said that 
the Prime Minister made the 
people to loss their belief on 

RBI with his maladroit de-
cision. The Prime Minister 
changed rules for 138 times 
in the last 70 days in regard to 
demonetisation of big notes. 
About 120 persons lost their 
lives due to the lines in front 
of banks and ATM centers. 
They demanded the RBI gov-
ernor to own the responsibil-
ity to all these losses and ten-
der resignation to his post.

The decision of demoneti-
sation of big notes has shown 
severe impact on the GDP, 
they said and alleged that 
the farming sector seriously 
affected and the cultivation 
area in Rabi fell down heav-
ily. They said that the impact 
of demonetisation would 
fell on all sectors in future. 

Hyderabad, Jan.20 
(NSS) : The Telangana 
Labour Welfare Board has 
invited applications from 
the employees of Shops & 
Establishments, Factories, 
Motor Transport Under-
takings, Co-op Societ-
ies, Charitable and other 
Trusts, who are contribu-
tors of Labour Welfare 
Fund for sanction of Merit 
scholarships to the work-
ers and their children to 
several courses during the 
academic year 2015-16.

The prescribed applica-
tion forms for sanction of 
Scholarships can be ob-
tained from the Offices of 
the Labour Department of 
the area.  Filled in appli-
cations along with enclo-
sures should be submitted 
to the Asst. Commissioner  
of labour of the area on or 
before February 28.  Be-
lated and incomplete ap-
plications will be rejected 
without any intimation.

The selection of can-
didates for awarding 

scholarships will be done 
on the basis of percent-
age of marks obtained 
by them in the qualifying 
class/examination and 
the scholarship amount 
will be transmitted by 
the respective Asst. Com-
missioner of Labour to 
the Bank Accounts of the 
beneficiaries before “May 
Day”.  Amount to each 
beneficiary under Merit 
Scholarship scheme to 
workers and their chil-
dren are: Class X and ITI 

SMC files petion at High 
Court to function as a 
whole before its split

TPCC wants RBI Governor to 
quit for demonetisation 

Merit scholarships for 
children of ESIC contributors

Kavitha launches Tulip 
Logistics Services

A Telangana delegation led by Special Representative of Government of 
Telangana meeting Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh in New Delhi.

TPCC leaders demanding immediate resignation of RBI 
governor at RBI Hyderabad on Friday.

Retired army personnel under the leadership of MP Capt Laxmikanth 
Rao met the Chief Minister at Pragathi Bhavan on Friday.

Nizamabad MP K. Kavitha along with MLA Arekapudi 
Gandhi, Maganti Gopinath and Raheem Saifee during the launch of Tulip 

Logistics Services in Hyderabad.
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Chennai, Jan 20 
(IANS) Director Hanu 
Raghavapudi says he 
couldn’t think of anyone 

else but popular Telugu 
actor Arjun to play the 
antagonist in his yet-un-
titled upcoming Telugu 

film with Nithiin in the 
lead. “This is a very bold 
character and I couldn’t 
think of anyone else but 
Arjun in this role. This is 
a role of great substance 
and it goes beyond how 
stylishly the character 
will be portrayed. He will 
be seen in a role he has 
not been seen before in,” 
Raghavapudi told IANS. 

The film marks Arjun’s 
return to Telugu film-
dom after seven years. 
His last Telugu outing 
was 2010 romantic dra-
ma “Rama Rama Krishna 

Krishna”. 
Admitting it was ner-

vous to approach Arjun 
with the offer, he said: 
“It took me two months 
to even convince myself 
to give it a try. I was very 
nervous as I didn’t know 
how he would react 
when I meet him with a 
negative role.”  The film 
also stars Megha Akash, 
who makes her Telugu 
debut.  With the proj-
ect already on floors, 
the team heads for a 
month-long US sched-
ule in February.

Chennai, Jan 20 (IANS) 
After superstar Mahesh 
Babu, actor-politician 
Pawan Kalyan has ex-

tended support for Jal-
likattu. He said the ban 
on the bull-taming sport 
is a direct attack on Dra-

vidian culture and its in-
tegrity. “Ban on Jallikattu 
and cockfight by govern-
ment of India is an at-
tack on Dravida culture 
and its integrity. This is 
how it is being viewed 
in dakshin (south) Hin-
dustan. I had observed 
this deep hurt in people 
while shooting in Polla-
chi, Tamil Nadu,” Pawan 
Kalyan tweeted on Fri-
day.  “Animal cruelty is 
cited as the reason to 
ban Jallikattu. If we truly 
consider this puritanical 
approach, then we have 
to examine the statistics 
of Indian beef export 
and poultry industry,” 
he added.  Pawan asked 
how come slaughtering 

does not include animal 
cruelty.  “Why the animal 
cruelty act (is) applied 
only to Jallikattu where 
the animals getting in-
jured or killed is insig-
nificant when compared 
to the amount of animals 
that had to be slaugh-
tered for business,” he 
said.  Protests have been 
taking place in the city 
since Monday against 
the ban on the popular 
and ancient bull-taming 
sport by the Supreme 
Court. 

Tamil filmdom on Fri-
day is observing a day-
long fast to express soli-
darity with youngsters 
protesting against the 
ban on Jallikattu.

Golfers Malik, Gurjer 
claim last two spots 
of Mercedes Trophy 

final round
Bengaluru, Jan 20 (IANS) Bengaluru golfers Karan Malik and 

Nishant Gurjer on Friday claimed the last two final spots of the 
17th annual Mercedes Trophy championship round. This was 
the fourth leg of the tournament in which 296 golfers participated 
over the three days at the Golfshire Golf Club here. Karan Mallik in 
the handicap category A logged a net score of 73.2 while Nishant 
Gurjer in the Category B scored a total of 69.8 points respectively 
to be declared the final two winners.   Ashwani Kumar won the 
Ballantine’s Long Drive Challenge on the 13th hole with a mam-
moth drive of 290 yards while Mayur Patil won the SWISS Closest 
to Pin contest landing the ball just six feet four inches from the pin 
on hole two. Among others, former India cricketer Sujith Soma-
sundar and former athletics star Ashwini Nachappa also partici-
pated in the event.

Two held for 
molesting woman 

in Bengaluru
Bengaluru, Jan 20 (IANS) Two persons, including a Yemen na-

tional, were arrested for allegedly molesting a woman at a pub 
in the city last week, police said on Thursday.  “The accused -- 
Ricky alias T. Uttappa and Ayub Ali, a Yemeni -- were arrested 
on Wednesday after the victim filed a complaint on January 15 
that she was groped and molested on January 13 night outside 
a pub on Brigade Road in the city centre,” Additional Commis-
sioner of Police Hemant Nimbalkar told reporters here. The case 
was registered at the Banaswadi police station under sections 
354 and 273 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).  “During the inves-
tigation, we have seen a video footage of the incident from the 
CCTV camera installed at the pub. We traced and identified the 
culprits, who confessed to have hugged and kissed the victim,” 
said Nimbalkar.  The victim, however, admitted that she had a 
drink at the pub and was drowsy when the duo had accosted her. 
“The accused have also confessed to have picked up the victim 
from the pub and dropped her in the city’s eastern suburb where 
she resides on that night in their car but drove away when she 
started screaming,” recalled Nimbalkar.  Police also seized the 
car the accused used in the incident.

PES University 
students organize 

bake-and-sell for a 
cause in Bengaluru

Bengaluru, Jan 20 Samarpana 17, an annual bake-and-sell 
initiative by the students of a city-based university, was aimed 
at honouring the martyrs of the Indian armed forces. The event 
saw students set up stalls and sell homemade products. The visi-
tors too came out whole-heartedly to munch on the eatables and 
support the cause. The profits generated were directed towards 
the welfare of the martyr’s families. One of the organizers said, 
“We work towards the dual goal of raising awareness about the 
efforts of armed forces and caring for their families. The idea be-
hind the event is to bring to light the sacrifices of these men, to 
remember them and to awaken the spirit of patriotism among 
the students and our fellow countrymen.

Bhatkal man in 
coma for 9 months 

in Riyadh
BENGALURU: Jan 20 An Indian working with a courier com-

pany in Saudi Arabia has been lying comatose in the Prince 
Mohammed bin Abdulaziz Hospital, Riyadh for nine months 
following a road accident, even as his family’s efforts to bring 
him back to India have been stymied by the bill for treatment 
of about 5 lakh Saudi riyals (around Rs 1 crore). Makde Abuba-
kar, 40, from Shirur, about 10km from Bhatkal, on coastal Kar-
nataka, was hit by a speeding car while crossing the road. He 
was rushed to hospital and the driver fled the scene. Since 
then, Abubakar has been speechless. His wife and four chil-
dren, all less than 16 years, have been waiting patiently . “We 
have tried everything. We have to pay a huge sum of money to 
get him back but and we just don’t have that kind of money . 
His eldest son is with me in Bhatkal, my daughter keeps visit-
ing me in anticipation of good news but I’m helpless,” Abuba-
kar’s father-in-law Muhammed Ali said. The family has been 
in constant touch with the Bhatkal Muslim Jamat in Riyadh, 
whose efforts too have been futile. “Abubakar’s sponsor was 
not in Riyadh when the accident happened and in Saudi Ara-
bia, all documents of migrant workers need the sponsor’s sig-
nature. In his absence, the hospital admitted him and Abu’s 
relatives didn’t understand the process,” Dr Zaheer Kola, 
general secretary , Bhatkal Jamat, told TOI from Riyadh. He 
said the first three months passed with the family praying for 
his recovery .”Later, when they wanted to move him to India, 
the hospital said they had to clear bills of about 3.5 lakh riyals 
which they couldn’t afford to pay.

CHENNAI: Jan 20 Top 
Tamil film actors like Rajini-
kanth, Kamal Haasan, Ajith, 
Suriya, Dhanush and several 
others gathered at the South 
Indian Artistes’ Association 
(SIAA) headquarters in T 
Nagar here for a silent protest 
in solidarity with the youth of 
Tamil Nadu who have been 
protesting for the conduct of 
jallikattu. President of SIAA 
(better known as Nadigar 
Sangam) Nasser headed the 

silent protest, along with gen-
eral secretary Vishal, treasur-
er Karthi and vice-president 
Ponvannan. Movie halls re-
mained shut while Tamil film 
unions, including the techni-
cians, directors and produc-
ers associations, have also ex-
tended support to the protest. 
cActor Silambarasan -- who 
last week addressed Tamils 
across the work through a 
video and appealed to them 
to come out in the streets to 

protest -- was missing at the 
silent protest. Other actors 
present were Sivakumar, K 
Bagyaraj, Sathyaraj, R Part-
hiban, Prabhu, Mansoor Ali 
Khan, Sivakarthikeyan, San-
thanam, Ramesh Khanna, 
former AIADMK member 
Anandaraj, Manobala, Y Gee 
Mahendran, Narain, Rahman, 
Trisha, Shalini, and the SIAA 
executive committee mem-
bers including Kovai Sarala 
and Poochi Murugan.  The 
gates of the Nadigar Sangam 
headquarters on the Habibul-
lah Road were shut from TV 
crews entering, in an effort to 
keep the spotlight on student 
protests. Nasser said, “A sym-
bol of the age-old Tamil cul-
ture is under threat. Students 
and youth have taken it upon 
themselves the task of rescu-
ing the sport. They have at-
tracted children and women 
to the protests.

Chennai, Jan 20 (IANS) 
Actress Shraddha Srinath 
is excited about signing 
the yet-untitled Kannada 
remake of Telugu indie 
hit “Pellichoopulu” be-
cause she still hasn’t seen 
the original. That way, 
she can play her part the 
way she wants to. “I have 
only heard good things 
about ‘Pellichoopulu’ so 
far from my friends in the 
industry. I couldn’t watch 
the film when it had re-

leased because I was busy 
with other commitments. 
I don’t intend to watch 
it now as it will help me 
prepare for my charac-
ter,” Shraddha told IANS.  
To be helmed by Murali, 
the film will also star Gu-
runandan. 

“By not watching the 
original, I will not treat this 
project as a remake. I will 
see it as another original 
script and play my charac-
ter the way I want it which 
will make it exciting. What 
I really like about the film 
is that the romance won’t 
be cheesy,” she said.  With 
an interesting line-up 
of projects in her kitty, 
Shraddha is awaiting the 
release of Mani Ratnam’s 
Tamil romantic-drama 
“Kaatru Veliyidai” and R. 
Madhavan-starrer “Vi-
kram Vedha”.

Chennai, Jan 20 (IANS) Kolkata 
football giants Mohun Bagan will 
eye their fourth straight win in the 
I-League when they face debutants 
Chennai City FC here on Saturday.

 Nohun Bagan have won their open-
ing three matches of the tournament, 
all of which were played at their home 
ground in Kolkata.

Bagan pummelled Minerva Punjab 
FC 4-0 at the Rabindra Sarovar Sta-
dium in their last game, in which their 
star forward Haitian Sony Norde and 
Brazil born defender Eduardo Fereir-
ra made their first appearance for the 
club in the season.  Norde sizzled with 
his trickery with the ball although the 
goals were scored by Scottish striker 
Darryl Duffy and Jeje Lalpekhlua.  

Duffy’s form has been encouraging 
for coach Sanjoy Sen, having scored 
four goals in their last two matches. 

One among Jeje or Balwant Singh, 
who scored in their first match against 
Churchill Brothers, would partner 
Duffy. Both have staked their claim 
for a first team spot with important 
goals.  Chennai, coached by Robin 
Charles Raja, have found the going 
difficult like fellow newcomers Mi-
nerva and Churchill Brothers.  They 
will hope to utilise their home advan-
tage at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium 
but an under-cooked side and lack of 
preparation in front of the goal have 
been their bane.  They will have to 
punch above their weight if they har-
bour any hopes of getting a positive 

result from the match on Saturday. 
The only point they have garnered 
so far was against Minerva, playing a 
goalless draw at home. 

Elsewhere, DSK Shivajians’ morale-
boosting win against Chennai City FC 
will give them confidence to look for-
ward to a face-off against Churchill at 
their Balewadi Stadium on Saturday.  
It will be the first time that these sides 
meet in the I-League. DSK coach Dave 
Rogers said he is looking forward to 
the encounter.  “We’ll approach this 
game in the same manner that we’ve 
approached the other games. We are 
expecting another tough game tomor-
row. There are no easy games in this 
I-League,” he said. 

“The players are ready and pre-

pared in the right way, both mentally 
and physically. We are looking for-
ward to the game against Churchill 
Brothers. It’s great to see them back 
to where they belong,” Rogers added.  
In Shillong, hosts Shillong Lajong FC 
will play their first home game of the 
league against Minerva Punjab FC.  
Shillong are desperate for points af-
ter losing all their first three matches, 
goin down against defending champi-
ons Bengaluru FC, Mohun Bagan and 
Aizawl FC. 

Minerva have fared marginally bet-
ter, drawing their first match against 
Chennai City FC 0-0, then accepting 
defeat against Aizawl and Mohun 
Bagan. 

“We knew that our first two games 
were going to be tough but I am really 
disappointed with the performance 
against Aizawl. There was very poor 
defending and that is because we have 
a lot of young defenders who lack that 
experience,” Thangboi Singto said.

I-League: Bagan plot win vs 
Chennai, DSK face Churchill 

Very excited about ‘
Pellichoopulu’ remake: 

Shraddha Srinath

Tamil stars gather 
for fast in support 

of Jallikattu

Ban on Jallikattu attack on 
Dravidian culture: Pawan Kalyan

Chennai, Jan 20 (IANS) Actors such as 
Ajith Kumar, Suriya, Karthi and Trisha Krish-
nan were among the first to gather here for 
day-long fast organized by Nadigar Sangam 
- the South Indian Artistes Association - to 
express solidarity with youngsters protest-
ing against the ban on Jallikattu. Superstar 
Rajinikanth, Kamal Haasan, Vijay and dou-
ble Oscar-winning composer A.R Rahman 
were also expected to attend.  “It would be 
a silent protest. Nobody will speak a word 
as they don’t want the spotlight to shift on 
them from youngsters at Marina beach. The 
fast will continue till 5 pm in the evening,” a 
source from Nadigar Sangam told IANS. Pro-
tests have been taking place in the city since 
Monday against the ban on the popular and 
ancient bull-taming sport by the Supreme 
Court. The Tamil film fraternity has actively 
expressed its support in favour of Jallikattu.  
Actor Jayam Ravi, who participated in the 
protest on Thursday at the Marina Beach, 
tweeted: “I felt immense pride to be a part of 
a revolutionary movement last night at Ma-
rina. The atmosphere was electrifying and 
inspiring.”  He further wrote: “To be honest, I 
intended to stay for half hour as I had to trav-
el back to Tirupati to resume work today, but 
stayed back for hours out of sheer awe and 
admiration for the youth of my land.  Support 
in favour of Jallikattu has also come from 
neighboring industries.  Telugu superstar 
Mahesh Babu tweeted: “Jallikattu is the spirit 
of Tamil Nadu - bold and fearless. Proud to 
see such a statement of unity among Tamil-
ians for something that they truly believe in.”  
He went on to say he admires the “way the 
students of Tamil Nadu have been standing 
up for the cause, relentlessly fighting for their 
roots and culture.”  On Friday, all theatres 
across Tamil Nadu remain closed in support 
of the movement.  “Theatres will only func-
tion after 6 p.m. They will remain shut the 
entire day as it’s important that all of us par-
ticipate and support the cause,” a member of 
Tamil Nadu Theatre Owner Association said.

Couldn’t think of anyone else for Arjun’s 
character: Hanu Raghavapudi

Rajinikanth, Kamal Haasan 
and other Tamil actors join 

pro-jallikattu protest



Nation 5Indian Horizon
Saturday, January 21, 2017

Arunachal Pradesh to go 
cashless

Itanagar, Jan 20 (IANS) The Arunachal Pradesh govern-
ment on Friday took the historic step to go cashless with 
the inauguration of ‘Digi Dhan Mela’ in tune with the cen-
tral government’s programme of ‘100 cities 100 melas’ for 
a cashless economy.

The Digi Dhan Mela, a central government initiative, is 
aimed at incentivising digitally enabled transformation in 
the country following the November 8 demonetisation of 
Rs 1,000 and Rs 500 notes.

Addressing a gathering, Civil Aviation Minister Ashok 
Gajapathi Raju called upon people to join the digitisa-
tion movement and strengthen Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s efforts in making India a front-runner in the world.

Emphasising on the need for a collective effort from all 
citizens, the minister said it was necessary for the country 
to move along with the government.

“Unless we work together, success cannot be achieved. 
If everyone contributes to the nation, it cannot lag be-
hind,” Raju said.

He exuded confidence that the newly formed Bharatiya 
Janata Party-led government in the state would contribute 
towards nation building.

Appreciating the enthusiastic response of the people to 
go digital and contribute towards nation building, Union 
Minister of State for Home Kiren Rijiju called for organis-
ing the mela in districts and zillas (blocks) so that people 
from every corner are covered.

Rijiju said development and success cannot be achieved 
without hard work and pain.

Sidhu complicit in corrup-
tion in Punjab: AAP

SP announces 209 can-
didates, Akhilesh accom-
modates Mulayam’s men 

India, England teams buses 
stranded on way to hotel

Gogoi says Assam Gover-
nor turning Raj Bhavan 

into RSS office

Chandigarh, Jan 20 (IANS) On 
a day when cricketer-turned- 
politician Navjot Singh Sidhu 
said the assets of the Badal fam-
ily had increased exponentially 
in the past decade, the AAP on 
Friday said Sidhu was complicit 
in the “massive corruption” in 
Punjab during the period.

In a hard hitting statement is-
sued here, AAP state convener 
Gurpreet Singh Waraich dubbed 
Sidhu an “opportunist, self-
centered and directionless man 
who is not better than a rolling 
stone”. Sidhu parted ways with 
the Bharatiya Janata Party to 
join the Congress this week after 
hobnobbing with the Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) for some time.

“If Sidhu is now targeting the 
Badals for corruption, it does 
not absolve him of complicity 
with the SAD-BJP’s corrupt re-
gime for 10 years. His wife was a 
Chief Parliamentary Secretary in 
the state government and didn’t 
leave it...,” Waraich said.

“...Navjot Singh Sidhu too 
turned a blind eye by staying 
away from Punjab for about 
seven years. Sidhu has been a 
partner in the Badals’ corrup-
tion and their other crimes.” “...

Navjot Singh Sidhu too turned a 
blind eye by staying away from 
Punjab for about seven years. 
Sidhu has been a partner in the 
Badals’ corruption and their 
other crimes.” 

The AAP leader said the for-
mer cricketer had merely “shift-
ed from one corrupt party to 
another”.

Waraich questioned why Sid-
hu targeted the Badal family for 
corruption and amassing huge 
wealth but kept silent on the al-
leged corruption of Amarinder 
Singh and the Congress. 

“The Congress has also 
changed its tone vis-a-vis Sidhu 
now,” the AAP leader said.

Navjot Singh Sidhu on Friday 
told the media here that the as-
sets of the family of Chief Min-
ister Parkash Singh Badal had 
grown exponentially in the past 
decade even as Punjab became 
a debt-ridden state.

Levelling direct accusations 
at the Badal family, Sidhu said it 
had prospered in and controlled 
sectors like transport, hotels, ca-
ble TV and mining, among oth-
ers, in the state.

“In 2007, (when the Shiromani 
Akali Dal-Bharatiya Janata Party 
government came to power with 
Badal as Chief Minister), the 
Badal family had two transport 
companies and 50 buses. Now 
they have 650 buses and eight 
transport companies. Punjab 
Roadways is suffering losses of 
Rs 400 crore,” the former mem-
ber of Parliament said.

Lucknow, Jan 20 (IANS) 
The ruling Samajwadi Party 
on Friday released its first 
and second lists for the Uttar 
Pradesh Assembly elections, 
within a span of hours. A total 
of 209 tickets have hence been 
declared.

Burying the acrimony be-
hind him, Chief Minister 
Akhilesh Yadav seems to 
have struck a reconciliatory 
note with his father Mulayam 
Singh Yadav and has acco-
modated people close to him, 
including his bete noire Shiv-
pal Singh Yadav, with whome 
he was daggers drawn not too 
long ago.

In the first list major names 
were of Shivpal Singh Yadav, 
Urban Development Minister 
Mohd Azam Khan and Rural 
Development Minister Arvind 
Singh Gope. The second list 
had the names of close Akh-
ilesh Yadav aides Pawan Pan-

dey (Ayodhya), Anand Sen Ya-
dav (Bikapur) and Yasir Shah 
from Matera among others.

Avdhesh Prasad has been 
fielded from Milkipur, Abas 
Ali Zaidi from Rudauli, Abhay 
Singh from Gosaiganj, Azeem-
ul-Haq Pehelwan from Tanda, 
Shankh Lal Majhi from Ja-
lalpur, Jai Shankar Pandey 
from Katehri, Ram Moorti 
Verma (Akbarpur), Van-
shidhar Baudh from Balha, 
Rauab Sayeda from Bahraich 
and Mukesh Srivastava from 
Prayagpur.

Rakesh Verma, son of for-
mer union minister Beni 
Prasad Verma, has been ac-
commodated from Qaiser-
ganj. He was earlier given 
ticket in place of minister 
Arvind Singh Gope from a 
Barabanki seat, leading to 
tensions between the Akh-
ilesh Yadav and Mulayam 
Singh Yadav camps.

Kolkata, Jan 20 (IANS) The India 
and England cricket teams buses were 
stranded for almost one and a half 
hours en route to the team hotel from 
the Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Airport 
here on Friday.

A traffic snarl at Maa flyover on the 
Eastern Metropolitan Bypass due to the 
Bengal Global Business Summit was the 
reason for the team buses getting delayed. 
Both the teams are staying at the Taj Ben-
gal hotel. A traffic snarl at Maa flyover on 
the Eastern Metropolitan Bypass due to 
the Bengal Global Business Summit was 
the reason for the team buses getting de-

layed. Both the teams are staying at the 
Taj Bengal hotel.

India play England in the third and final 
One-Day International (ODI) at the Eden 
Gardens on Sunday. The Virat Kohli-led 
side have taken an unassailable 2-0 lead 
in the three-match series.

Meanwhile, the Eden pitch is likely to 
be bereft of any grass, allowing batsmen 
to score heavily.

It was learnt that Cricket Association of 
Bengal (CAB) president and former India 
captain Sourav Ganguly had asked cura-
tor Sujan Mukherjee to remove any layer 
of grass on the pitch.

Guwahati, Jan 20 (IANS) Accusing 
Assam Governor Banwarilal Purohit of 
acting on behalf of the Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS), former Assam 
Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Friday 
said the Raj Bhavan here is gradually 
turning into an RSS office.

Addressing a press conference here, 
Gogoi said the Governor and the RSS 
have been hatching a conspiracy to di-
vide the greater Assamese society into 
two factions -- Hindu and Muslim.

“The Governor had recently termed 
Ahom General Lachit Borphukan as ‘Sav-
iour of Hindutva’, insulting all the people 
in Assam. Yesterday (Thursday) he had 
termed Jawaharlal Nehru as atheist.

“There is no logic behind such state-
ments. However, these are not isolated 
statements but a calculated move to 
divide the society in Assam on religious 
lines,” Gogoi said. “I believe the Gover-
nor should perform his constitutional 
duty only. But the Governor is turning 
the Raj Bhavan into RSS headquarters.

“Earlier also there were Governors in 
Assam appointed by the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) government. But 
we have not seen any Governor behaving 
like the present one,” Gogoi added. The 
former Chief Minister also slammed As-
sam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 

and his government’s move to change 
the name of existing welfare schemes and 
branding them as new schemes. 

“The Prime Minister’s Awas Yojana 
(PMAY) launched on Thursday is not a 
new scheme. The existing scheme was 
Indira Awas Yojana (IAY). Similarly, 
the existing Jawaharlal Nehru National 
Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) is 
converted into Atal Mission for Reno-
vation and Urban Transportation 
(AMRUT),” Gogoi said, slamming the 
government. “The new government 
(led by the BJP) often talks on secu-
rity of Jati, Mati and Bheti (race, land 
and foundation). But, on the contrary, 
while the government shows serious-
ness towards updating the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC), it has also 
plans to amend the Citizenship Act 
to give citizenship to those who came 
from Bangladesh,” he said.

Also, since the ground level staff of 
the the Directorate of NRC are not get-
ting their salaries, they have stopped 
work, Gogoi pointed out. He also 
flayed the government’s move to force-
fully implement the cashless system 
in the tea garden areas of Assam and 
said that people’s opinion and wishes 
must be taken into consideration in a 
democracy.

Kolkata, Jan 20 (IANS) Former 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
on Friday said independent think-
ing and free expression at Indian 
varsities were under “threat” in the 
wake of unrest at the University 
of Hyderabad (HCU) and Delhi’s 
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU).

He stressed that attempts to sup-
press peaceful dissent were undem-
ocratic. “I believe every university 
must give the freedom to pursue 
knowledge even where the knowl-
edge may be at odds with estab-
lished intellectual and social tradi-
tions. We must guard this freedom 
zealously,” he said at the Presidency 
University here on the occasion of 
its bicentennial celebrations.

“Regrettably, independent think-
ing and free expression at Indian 
universities are now under threat,” 
he said. Political interference in uni-
versity curriculum and academic ap-
pointments is highly short-sighted, 
he said. “Recent attempts to inter-
fere with free expression of student 
community at the HCU and JNU are 
of particular concern,” he said.

“Attempts to suppress peace-
ful dissent are not only inimical to 
learning but also undemocratic. We 
must make every effort to protect 
the autonomy of our universities 

and to foster the right of our stu-
dents to express ideas that power-
ful interests may not always agree 
with,” he added. Protests marred 
HCU on Tuesday on the first death 
anniversary of Dalit research schol-
ar Rohith Vemula. Noting the “rise 
in new nationalist tendency”, Singh 
cautioned against these “destruc-
tive” trends. “We are witnessing 
around the world the rise in the new 
nationalist tendency responding 
to populism and directing hatred 
against backward classes and mi-
norities, in disregarding reason and 
rationality. These tendencies can be 
extremely destructive,” he said.

Elaborating, Singh emphasised: 
“We must protect India from this 
trend and universities have a vital 
role to play in this regard, for it is our 
universities that prepare Indian citi-
zens to distinguish fact from fiction, 
to disregard propaganda and to be 
unafraid to speak their minds.”

Quoting from Jawaharlal Neh-
ru’s 1947 December speech recog-
nising that “our national objective 
was a strong, free and democratic 
India where every citizen has an 
equal place and full opportunity of 
growth”, Singh reiterated the im-
portance of free thinking among 
students.

Gujrat City (Pakistan), Jan 20 
(IANS) The Gujarati language 
is facing an uncertain future in 
Pakistan, to put it mildly. At least 
its written form is in danger of a 
slow death.

Although a living and vibrant 
language in India, Gujarati is 
suffering from an apparent in-
difference from those very peo-
ple who speak it as their mother 
tongue in Pakistan, a Dawn 
News reported.

A recent decision by the Na-
tional Database and Registra-

tion Authority (Nadra) sums up 
the plight this language now 
finds itself in. Nadra has omitted 
Gujarati from the column where 
the applicant is asked to name 
his mother tongue.

Interestingly enough, both 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah and Mo-
handas Karamchand Gandhi 
spoke Gujarati. Jinnah knew 
Persian as well because his 
mother spoke the language.

Spoken by over 50 million 
people, Gujarati is the 26th most 
widely spoken language in the 

world. The majority of native 
speakers of Gujarati live in the 
Indian state of Gujarat, while 
Pakistan also hosts some 1.27 
million Gujratis. 

Apart from Gujarat, the regions 
where the language is spoken as 
first language include some areas 
of Maharashtra (like Mumbai), 
Pakistan (especially the port city 
of Karachi in Sindh province), 
Bangladesh, a few African coun-
tries -- where Gujarati-speaking 
Indians had settled down several 
centuries ago -- and, of course, 

countries where Gujarati-speak-
ing immigrants live in large num-
bers, such as Britain and the US. 
The Gujarati literature’s oldest 
written record dates back to the 
17th century. But it was Alexander 
Kinloch Forbes, a British officer 
and scholar in the government of 
British India, who gave a fillip to 
the language and literature of Gu-
jarati by encouraging local writ-
ers, the report said.

Forbes was instrumental in 
getting the first Gujarati play 
written, and the first Gujarati 
newspaper and literary maga-
zine published. He also estab-
lished a library in Surat in 1850 
and Gujarati Sabha in Mumbai 
in 1865, it added.

Imphal, Jan 20 (IANS) A court in 
Manipur on Friday sentenced Non-
gthombam Ajay, son of state Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) spokesperson N. 
Biren, to five years imprisonment.

High court advocate A. Romenku-
mar said: “As the sentence will run 
concurrently, he will be in prison for 
five years.” 

The District and Sessions Court, 
Imphal west, sentenced him to five 
years of rigorous imprisonment for 
murdering a student, Irom Roger, on 
March 21, 2011 near the Tulihal in-
ternational airport in Imphal. The 
District and Sessions Court, Imphal 
west, sentenced him to five years of 
rigorous imprisonment for murder-
ing a student, Irom Roger, on March 
21, 2011 near the Tulihal international 
airport in Imphal. 

He has been fined Rs 10 lakh and 
failure to pay it would make him li-
able for a prison term of a further two 
years.  He was also sentenced to four 
years in prison and imposed a fine of 
Rs 50,000 under the Arms Act.  The 
court directed that the fine of Rs 10 
lakh be paid to the victim’s family. 

In view of the seriousness of the 
crime, the government handed the 
case over to the CBI.

The convict’s father Biren had been 
a minister in the Congress government 
led by Okram Ibobi Singh. According 
to reports, Biren was given the BJP 
ticket from his Heingang constituency. 

In the recent past, there were de-
mands from some BJP workers of the 
constituency to expel Biren from the 
party in view of the conviction of his 
son in the murder case. 

Free expression in 
varsities under threat: 

Manmohan Singh 

Gujarati in Pakistan faces 
imminent death: Daily

BJP leader’s son gets five-
year prison term for murder

The CBI Director (designate), Shri Alok Kumar Verma 
calling on the Union Home Minister, Shri Rajnath 

Singh, in New Delhi on January 20, 2017. PIB

The Minister of State for Food Processing Industries, Ms. Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti receiving 
a report on “Food Retailing in India: Perspectives and Opportunities” from the Chairman, 
Southern Regional Council, Mr. Ravi Sana Reddy, at a conclave, organised by ASOCHAM, 

in Chennai on January 20, 2017. PIB
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Turkey has been regarded one of the oldest culture 

and all prevailing institutions, both in the Islamic world 

as well as the western world. It must be remembered 

that Turkey`s historic record of human sentiments is 

grand. When the Jews were suffering for explosions 

from their own country and they had no shelter, it was 

Turkey which gave them succour and relief. It is true 

that no one help the Spanish Muslims when Christians 

attack them and the Muslims had to surrender under 

strained circumstances. Turkey was also threatened 

by the western powers not to help the Spanish Mus-

lims and the western powers supported the Egyptian 

Governor who was rebelling against Turkey, but later 

on both decided to adopt their own convenient policy. 

Turkey has been a center of cultural innovation in the 

west and most of the European culture has been de-

signed and developed by Turkey. Of course, Spain had 

developed a creative culture, scientific inventions and 

many innovations in the field of medicine like human 

operation. Mediterranean countries were conquered 

by Muslims and gradually the Shia sect who has mi-

grated to the Atlantic Coast established a Fatimid Ca-

liphate. Salahuddin Ayubi conquered Egypt and when 

they were waning the Caliphate honor and was given 

to Turkish ruler, which later on became a profound cul-

tural center in Istanbul. 

Turkey had fought First World War in alliance with 

Germany, but due to defeat, it had surrender many 

parts of their Caliphate states to France and Britain and 

they in turn divided these Arab states between tribal 

Chiefs and kept them under their control, except Saudi 

Arabia which had taken Makkah and Madina with their 

own efforts. With this majestic background of Turkey, 

new challenges are being faced by modern Turkey, 

which still has a great strategic and cultural center in 

the Mediterranean.

Now the Syrian problem had given a great headache 

to the freedom fighters, who had taken up the chal-

lenge of forward march and kept fighting till Iran along 

with Russia kept helping Bashar-Al-Assad. Syria had a 

territorial patch under the occupation of Kurds which 

could have been developed into a state. Therefore, Mr. 

Erdogan decided to restrain Kurds from developing a 

statehood of their own in Syria. It was also felt by Mr. 

Erdogan that it is high time to act as an independent 

state, rather than a member of NATO, which was be-

ing ignored by Donald Trump and infact he is negotiat-

ing with Russia for reasonable facilities to implement 

his own policies. In this situation, Mr. Erdogan has 

no alternative but to straighten Turkey`s relation with 

Russia before the Syrian settlement is finalized. Mr. 

Erdogan must have enough room for implementing 

Turkish interest in Syria. Therefore, it’s a new phase 

for the downfall of NATO because it is being neglected 

by Donald Trump, so it is the right decision of Mr. Er-

dogan to take part in the Syrian settlement and Turkey 

now under Mr. Erdogan balancing its sphere of influ-

ence in Syria to check Iran as well as to take care of the 

new plans of Saudi Arabia, which is developing a joint 

military power with the help of Pakistani Military Chief. 

Now these are the new Middle East challenges and Mr. 

Modi`s effort to extent his influence in the Middle East 

must keep the forces at work.                        

By Tarun Basu

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had to show to the peo-
ple of India that he could live 

up to his braggadocio -- and he did 
so when he authorised Thursday’s 
“surgical strikes” across the Line of 
Control (LoC) in Pakistan territory 
to take out seven terrorist “launch 
pads” and causing what officials 
are calling “significant casualties”.

What the consequences of this 
action will be remains to be seen.

Right throughout his election 
campaign, Modi had mocked his 
predecessor Manmohan Singh for 
letting Pakistani transgressions go 
unanswered, and had said if he 
came to power, he would throw 
protocol to the winds and “teach 
Pakistan a lesson” that it would not 
forget. In heated campaign rhetoric 
he had bragged about his “56-inch 
chest” that any putative enemy 
needed to fear while his party col-
leagues, now ministers and senior 
functionaries in the government, 
had called for 10 Pakistani heads 
when one Indian Army soldier was 
found beheaded on the border.

Amit Shah, Modi’s closest aide 
and the president of the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), had 
even grandly announced that “not 
a rat would be allowed to cross the 
LoC if Modi becomes PM”. And 
since not just one rat but, in Indian 
eyes, any number of Pakistan and 

Pakistan-supported “vermin” had 
been repeatedly transgressing the 
LoC, killing Indian armed forces 
personnel and generally cocking a 
snook at the government and se-
curity establishment, Modi could 
not but respond in kind -- and an-
nounce it to the world.

Although the Modi government 
has been discussing various “op-
tions” that India can take in terms 
of a “befitting reply” to Pakistan, 
with senior and influential ruling 
party leaders even calling “for one 
tooth, the complete jaw”, Modi 
knew also that an inflamed Indian 
public would not be appeased, 
particularly hardline elements in 
his own rightist party and its ideo-
logical affiliates, unless the govern-
ment was able to show some kind 
of muscular, retaliatory action in 
addition to any other diplomatic 
or economic measures it may take. 
Thursday’s dramatic announce-
ment of “surgical strikes” should 
be seen in that context.

Indian Army Thursday held a 
rare press conference, in the com-
pany of Ministry of External Affairs 
officials, to announce it had con-
ducted surgical strikes across the 
LoC -- the de facto ceasefire line in 
Kashmir between India and Paki-
stan -- in which they neutralised 
launch pads of Pakistan-based ter-
rorists who were, according to in-
telligence reports, planning a strike 

on Indian soil. This action gives a 
new dimension to the political and 
military tensions between India 
and Pakistan, although Lt Gen Ran-
bir Singh, India’s Director General 
of Military Operations (DGMO), 
said the operation had stopped as 
its objective had been reached. He 
also said he had called up his Paki-
stani counterpart to inform him 
of the Indian action, which meant 
that the hotline between the two 
armies was operational to ensure 
that the cross-borders tensions did 
not go out of control.

Modi on Thursday morning 
chaired a meeting of the Cabi-
net Committee on Security (CCS) 
where he was briefed on the In-
dian operation and the decision 
taken to go public with it -- the 
much-awaited “fitting response” 
to the Pakistani aggression that 
had killed 18 Indian Army soldiers, 
an action which Islamabad not 
only denied but claimed had been 
“staged” by India.

Will this lead to a dangerous es-
calation in South Asia, a fraught 
region marked by the least level 
of regional cooperation among its 
countries? There is no doubt that 
the rest of the world is extremely 
worried about what is happening 
between the two nuclear-armed 
neighbours with many wonder-
ing if the region is teetering on 
the brink of what many in the 

West had described as a “nuclear 
flashpoint”.

India said its action had caused 
“significant casualties” though 
there was no word on whether the 
Indian side had suffered any ca-
sualties in the operation. The In-
dia Army statement justified it by 
saying, “Despite persistent urges 
to Pakistan to not allow territory 
under its control to not be used 
for terrorist activities nothing was 
done.” Usually, when such actions 
are secretly undertaken, these are 
done without public announce-
ments to ensure that they have 
what in strategic vocabulary is 
called the “deniability factor”.

Pakistani Army has flatly denied 
the Indian “surgical strikes”, insist-
ing that what had occurred was 
a ceasefire violation of cross-LoC 
firing in which two Pakistan army 
personnel were killed, adding 
that, “Pakistani troops befittingly 
responded to Indian unprovoked 
firing on the LoC in Bhimber, 
Hotspring Kel and Lipa sectors (of 
Jammu and Kashmir).”

There is no doubt that Pakistan 
is going to weigh the actions it 
needs to take to publicly appease 
its own population. Islamabad has 
disowned the Uri strike, but now 
that India has gone ahead with an-
nouncing today’s cross-border ac-
tion it has to also show to its public 
that it cannot be taken for granted. 
Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif responded with alacrity to 
the Indian announcement to say: 
“Our desire for peace should not 
be seen as a sign of weakness.”

ians

Modi needed to show some 
‘action’ to an angry population 

By aBheeT singh seThi

If India and Pakistan fought a 
war detonating 100 nuclear 
warheads (around half of their 

combined arsenal), each equiva-
lent to a 15-kiloton Hiroshima 
bomb, more than 21 million people 
will be directly killed, about half 
the world’s protective ozone layer 
would be destroyed, and a “nuclear 
winter” would cripple monsoons 
and agriculture worldwide.

As the Indian Army considers 
armed options, and a Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) MP urges a 
nuclear attack, even as the Paki-
stan Defence Minister threatens 
to “annihilate” India in return, the 
following projections, made by re-
searchers from three US universi-
ties in 2007, are a reminder of the 
costs of nuclear war.

According to the study by re-
searchers from Rutgers University, 
University of Colorado-Boulder 
and University of California, Los 
Angeles, about 21 million people -- 
half the death toll of World War II -- 
would perish within the first week 
from blast effects, burns and acute 
radiation in India and Pakistan. 

This death toll would be 2,221 
times the number of civilians 
and security forces killed by ter-
rorists in India over nine years to 
2015, according to an IndiaSpend 
analysis of South Asia Terrorism 
Portal data.

Another two billion people 
worldwide would face risks of se-
vere starvation due to the climatic 
effects of the nuclear-weapon use 
in the subcontinent, according to 
a 2013 assessment by the Inter-
national Physicians for the Pre-
vention of Nuclear War, a global 
federation of physicians. Pakistan 
has an estimated 110 to 130 nu-
clear warheads as of 2015 -- an 
increase from an estimated 90 to 
110 warheads in 2011 -- accord-

ing to a report from the Bulletin 
of the Atomic Scientists, a global 
disarmament advocacy. India is 
estimated to have 110 to 120 nu-
clear warheads. Talk of war began 
after a terrorist attack on an army 
garrison in the Kashmir town of 
Uri claimed the lives of 18 Indian 
soldiers. The Indian Army said the 
attack was carried out by four ter-
rorists from the Jaish-e-Moham-
med (Army of Mohammed) group, 
based in Pakistan.

Pakistan’s nuclear weapons ca-
pability has previously deterred 
India from responding to previous 
attacks. “At the end of the day, In-
dia has to ensure that the options 
it exercises -- particularly the mili-
tary ones -- do not leave it worse off 
than before in terms of casualties 
and costs,” wrote analyst Manoj 
Joshi in The Wire.

As many as 66 per cent of Paki-
stani nuclear warheads are mount-
ed on 86 land-based ballistic mis-
siles, according to Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists data estimates. 
Pakistan’s Hatf series of ballistic 
missiles has been developed -- and 
is still under development -- keep-
ing India in mind.

A major attack by Pakistan’s nu-
clear-tipped medium-range ballis-
tic missiles (MRBMs) would likely 
target India’s four major metropol-
itan cities -- New Delhi, Mumbai, 
Bengaluru and Chennai (depend-
ing on where the missile is fired 
from), according to Sameer Patil, 
fellow, national security, ethnic 
conflict and terrorism at Gateway 
House, a think tank in Mumbai.

The MRBMs would also target 
“the major commands of the In-
dian Army,” Patil told IndiaSpend.

Nearly half (40) of Pakistan’s bal-
listic missile warheads could be 
mated to Ghauri MRBMs. The mis-
sile has a claimed range of 1,300 
km and can target Delhi, Jaipur, 

Ahmedabad, Mumbai, Pune, Nag-
pur, Bhopal and Lucknow, accord-
ing to a 2006 report on Pakistan’s 
ballistic missile programme by 
the National Institute of Advanced 
Studies (NIAS), Bengaluru. Paki-
stan has an estimated eight war-
heads which could be mated to the 
Shaheen (Falcon) II. This MRBM 
has a range of 2,500 km and can 
target most major Indian cities, in-
cluding Kolkata on the east coast.

An estimated 16 warheads could 
be fired atop the short-range 
Ghaznavi ballistic missile. With a 
range of 270 km to 350 km, it can 
target Ludhiana, Ahmedabad and 
the outer perimeter of Delhi.

Pakistan has an estimated 16 
nuclear-tipped Shaheen1 (Fal-
con), short-range ballistic missiles 
(IRBM), having a 750 km range 
which can reach Ludhiana, Delhi, 
Jaipur and Ahmedabad.

Pakistan has an estimated six 60-
km range Nasr missiles, which could 
be mated to nuclear weapons. These 
tactical nuclear missiles could tar-
get “advancing battle formations of 
the Indian Army”, according to Pa-
til. Pakistan also has eight nuclear-
tipped 350-km Babur cruise missiles 
with nuclear warheads.

An estimated 36 nuclear war-
heads, accounting for 28 per cent 
of Pakistan’s total, can be deliv-
ered using aircraft. US-made F-16 
A/B aircraft can deliver 24 nuclear 
bombs while the French-made Mi-
rage III/V can deliver 12.

India has deployed 56 Prithvi 
(earth) and Agni (fire) series of sur-
face-to-surface ballistic missiles, 
which carry 53 per cent of India’s 
106 estimated warheads, according 
to the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists.

This doesn’t take into account 
the estimated 12 warheads for the 
K-15 Sagarika submarine-launched 
ballistic missiles (SLBMs), which 
India has possibly produced for 

the nuclear-powered ballistic mis-
sile submarine INS Arihant. Once 
commissioned, Arihant would give 
India a strategic nuclear triad and 
second-strike capability.

“Given the smaller geographical 
size of Pakistan,” said Patil, India 
would likely target “Islamabad, 
Rawalpindi, Lahore and Karachi 
and the Pakistani Army Armed 
Corps headquarters at Nowshera”.

However, he cautioned: “The 
fallout of the nuclear attacks on 
Lahore and Karachi, for instance, 
would not just be restricted to the 
Pakistani territory, and depending 
on the wind directions, can affect 
both Indian and Afghan border 
territories.”

The 250 km-range Prithvi SRBM 
acts as a delivery system for 24 of 
India’s warheads. These are capa-
ble of hitting major Pakistani cities, 
such as Lahore, Sialkot, the capital 
Islamabad, and Rawalpindi, ac-
cording to an IndiaSpend analysis.

India has 20 nuclear-tipped Agni 
I SRBM and eight Agni II intermedi-
ate range ballistic missiles (IRBMs), 
with ranges of 700 km and 2,000 
km, respectively. These are capable 
of covering almost all Pakistani cit-
ies, including Lahore, Islamabad, 
Rawalpindi, Multan, Peshawar, Ka-
rachi, Quetta and Gwadar.

Agni III, IV and V, with their 
longer ranges, might be able to 
reach all of Pakistan, but it can be 
safely said that they are directed 
more towards China. India also 
possesses an estimated two ship-
launched 350-km range Dhanush 
SRBMs, which could be fitted with 
nuclear warheads. India’s aircraft 
can deliver an estimated 45 per 
cent of 106 warheads. The Indian 
Air Force’s Jaguar fighter bomb-
ers can deliver about 16 nuclear 
warheads, while the French-built 
Mirage-2000 fleet can deliver 32.
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Global cost of india-Pakistan nuclear war 

By Vishnu Makhijani

For all the rhetoric that has 
flowed for a decade and more 
on jointness, inter-operability 

and creating synergy between the 
three wings of the armed forces, the 
concepts have remained only on pa-
per as the sole driver of change has 
largely been the Indian Army, lead-
ing to expected resistance from the 
other two services, says this rather 
oddly-titled but eye-opening work 
by a research fellow at the Defence 
Ministry-funded think-tank, the 
Institute for Defence Studies and 
Analyses (IDSA). The book, writ-
ten in the manner of a series of case 
studies, also points to the lack of a 
clearly enunciated national security 

strategy, a defence situational re-
view, a defence strategy and a joint 
strategy for the armed forces -- all 
of this hampering military reforms. 
More shockingly, a survey of serv-
ing and retired officers within the 
Indian Army, inter-alia, found that 
81 percent felt that its strategy was 
slow in evolution. Little wonder then 
that the Cold Start doctrine, adopted 
with much fanfare in 2004 that en-
visaged a quick response by at least 
one of the army's three strike corps 
in case of hostilities with Pakistan, 
is all but dead as a dodo. "Change 
must ideally flow from the national 
security structure of a country, irre-
spective of the specific organisations 
involved... The case studies related 

to conventional change suggest 
that military reform was essentially 
spearheaded by the army, though 
critically with support from the po-
litical establishment. However, ir-
respective of the resultant impact, 
the tendency to undertake such 
major and often transformational 
shifts without the benefit of a clearly 
enunciated national security strat-
egy, a defence situational review, a 
defence strategy and a joint strategy 
for the armed forces creates condi-
tions that perforce tend to force the 
armed forces to function with an 
inadequate understanding of a na-
tional perspective on these issues," 
writes Vivek Chadha, who retired as 
a Colonel from the Indian Army af-

ter serving for 22 years. "This often 
leads to contradictions as a result 
of single-service doctrines or strate-
gies, which do not necessarily carry 
the weight of the government be-
hind them. This leads to a Catch-22 
situation, wherein not formulating 
a strategy or doctrine in the absence 
of a national strategy adversely af-
fects functional efficiency, and in-
troducing one in isolation produces 
at best a limited view of the subject. 
The circumstances created by these 
conditions limit the ability to plan 
and implement military change. 
The example of the so-called Cold 
Start doctrine is a case in point," 
Chadha writes. Noting that India's 
status-cum-capability is undergo-
ing a change, the book says that the 
behaviour of the major powers re-
veals that if there is one factor which 
all of them aspire to attain it is the 
ability to remain proactive in their 
decision-making process.    ians

'indian Army attempting military 
change in isolation'

Turkey is emerging as a new force 
along with russia to face the 

changes Donald Trump is making 
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UAe is a key part of fight against terror
Abdullah spells out at the UN that military action is only part of much wider strategy 

to restore good governance in the Arab world

By KC SIngH

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi sur-
prised India, the world, and certainly 
his host Pakistan Prime Minister 

Nawaz Sharif when he stopped over in La-
hore en route to India from a Central Asian 
tour on the Christmas of 2015. India-Paki-
stan relations touched the warmth last seen 
during Vajpayee’s Lahore visit in 1999. But 
reality can often delude perception.

On January 2, 2016, a fidayeen attack on 
the Pathankot air base, causing minimum 
loss of assets and lives, jolted India back 
to reality. Pakistan’s reaction was sur-
prisingly empathetic, offering to investi-
gate the role of conspirators in Pakistan. 
A Pakistan investigation team was wel-
comed by India in March 2016, including 
allowing them to visit the air base. This 
process stalled when an Indian team was 
denied similar access to Pakistan.

January to July was a period of politi-
cal drift in both J&K and Pakistan. Chief 
Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed died 
in January, five days after the Pathankot 
attack, and his daughter Mehbooba as-
sumed office only in April. The Valley was 
drifting towards alienation as the agendas 
of the BJP and the PDP meshed poorly. Also 
in April, Nawaz Sharif left for London for 

a heart surgery. Rumours swirled of a soft 
coup and his imminent retirement. He did 
return in July, but enfeebled politically. In 
March, Pakistan arrested a former Indian 
Navy captain, Kulbhushan Yadav, in Balo-
chistan, alleging abetment to terror. 

Once unrest exploded in the Valley after 
the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen leader 
Burhan Wani on July 8, Pakistan went on 
the rampage to discredit India internation-
ally, alleging human rights breaches. It also 
fanned trouble by unleashing leaders of 
terror groups masquerading as heads of re-
ligious and educational charities. The Paki-
stan army also ratcheted up their trans-Line 
of Control induction of trained militants. 
Pakistan, for the umpteenth time, was mis-
reading both the situation and the capacity 
of India to deal with it. 

Between July and August 15, Delhi con-
cluded that Pakistan policy needed major 
re-calibration as the Pakistan government 
had succumbed to its army’s thesis that 
Kashmir had regressed to the 1990s’ level 
and time was ripe to compel India to make 
territorial concessions. A multi-layered 
counter-asymmetrical warfare strategy, 
which actually should have been on PM 
Modi’s table within months of assuming of-
fice, began to emerge. His Red Fort speech, 

after tentative articulation earlier in an all-
party meeting, asked Pakistan to look with-
in at its atrocities in Gilgit-Baltistan, PoK 
and Balochistan. 

The PM followed it up at Kozhikode and 
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj in 
her address to the UN General Assembly 
on September 26. The ministries of water 
resources, commerce, etc., also swung into 
action. The full-spectrum response was to 
remain within treaty obligations, but inter-
preting them restrictively. 

The Uri attack complicated the govern-
ment’s task as the BJP’s jingoistic pre-Lok 
Sabha election rhetoric resurfaced to haunt 
it. Their core followers expected instant and 
disproportionate response for the death of 
19 soldiers. Ram Madhav, the bridge be-
tween the BJP and the RSS, sought “jaw for 
a tooth”. The government realised correctly 
that military options had only bad or worse 
outcomes. For instance, they would only 
strengthen Pakistan army’s domestic sup-
port, perhaps obtaining for retiring army 
chief Gen Raheel Sharif an extension. The 
army was given the freedom to respond 
locally — euphemism for Special Forces 
action.  Modi soothed the aroused na-
tional feelings baying for Pakistani blood. 
Simultaneously, the focus was turned on 

Pakistan’s own rights record. Hints were 
dropped that India may give asylum to top 
Baloch leaders of the Bugti and Marri clans 
fighting Pakistan army’s depredations. The 
aim is to hurt Pakistan both materially and 
morally, as also have instruments that can 
be calibrated in response to Pakistan’s con-
duct. In Kozhikode, Modi shrewdly turned 
Bhutto’s slogan of “a thousand year war” 
into a call for war on poverty, illiteracy and 
unemployment in both nations. 

Among the emerging elements of the 
new doctrine is withdrawal of the MFN 
status. This may not hurt Pakistan much 
and may only enrich traders in the UAE 
who will become the conduit for the trade, 
but it signals new intent. The review of 
the Indus Waters Treaty contrariwise goes 
for Pakistan’s jugular. Many ill-informed 
comments have assumed it to be unilat-
eral abandoning of the treaty. India has 
been oversensitive in the past to Pakistan’s 
objections to developing run-of-the-river 
hydel projects that the treaty allows. 

For instance, Baglihar on the Chenab 
was taken by Pakistan to a Swiss arbitrator, 
who ruled in 2007 largely in India’s favour. 
That design should be standard for future 
projects and India can ignore expected 
automatic bemoaning by Pakistan. That 
design allows pondage, which gives India 
leverage as the time of filling, if it coincides 
with the sowing season in Pakistan, can be 
used to cause havoc. This happened in-
advertently the last time.  Another salvo 
is Modi deciding to skip the SAARC Sum-

mit in November in Pakistan. This can be 
followed-up by a meeting of those SAARC 
members — Bangladesh, Afghanistan and 
Bhutan to start with — which have articu-
lated concerns about the export of terror 
from Pakistan and joined India in boycot-
ting the summit. Sub-regionalism, on the-
matic or territorial basis, will isolate Paki-
stan regionally. 

The aim thus is to punish Pakistan bilat-
erally and isolate it regionally and interna-
tionally. It would not happen overnight, or 
be easy, as China and its new ally Russia will 
buttress Pakistan, as indeed may Iran and 
some members of the Gulf Coordination 
Council like Saudi Arabia and the UAE. But 
smart diplomacy trumps armed response 
for which the military power differential be-
tween India and Pakistan needs to be wider 
than it is currently. 

The Economist notes that despite the de-
fence budget of India being six times that of 
Pakistan at $ 51.3 billion, “India has proved 
strangely unable to build serious military 
muscle”. George Washington said: “To be 
prepared for war is one of the most effec-
tive means of preserving peace.” That en-
tails more than acquiring 36 Rafale fighters 
in an ad hoc purchase. 

Meanwhile, the BJP must remember that 
ultimately the fight is over the hearts and 
minds in the Valley. No counter strategy 
will deter Pakistan if the wound at home 
is not healed or new ones opened by “rak-
shaks” of one cause or another. 
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By SHarIf naSHaSHIBI

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s au-
dacity knows no bounds. Last week, in 
an interview with AP news agency, he 

denied that his forces were besieging rebel-
held eastern Aleppo.

“If there really is a siege around Aleppo, 
people would have been dead by now,” said 
Assad, expecting us to believe not only that 
there is no siege, but that no one there has 
died. This despite regime and Russian air 
strikes killing hundreds of civilians within 
days of the latest ceasefire collapsing, in 
what the United Nations describes as the 
most intense bombing of the city in years.

Assad questioned how his regime could 
“prevent food and medical aid from reach-
ing that area”. The answer is in UN state-
ments blaming the regime for obstructing 
aid deliveries to Aleppo - a fundamental 
element of the ceasefire agreement - and in 
the UN’s warning in July that the city is “on 
the brink of starvation”.

Denial of access
Besides denial of access, last week’s at-

tack on UN aid lorries heading to rebel-held 
Aleppo - just hours after the regime pro-
claimed the end of the ceasefire, in an area 
where only Syrian and Russian warplanes 
operate, and which UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon described as an “apparently 
deliberate attack” - led the UN to temporar-
ily suspend all aid convoys.

“How could you accuse Syria of attack-
ing hospitals?” Assad asked. Easily and 
credibly. An Amnesty International inves-
tigation this year found that regime and 
Russian forces were “deliberately attack-
ing” hospitals and other medical facilities 
“as a strategy of war”, in “flagrant viola-

tion of international humanitarian law”. 
Such attacks were also highlighted by Hu-
man Rights Watch last month. In the last 
week of July alone, the regime bombed six 
hospitals in Aleppo.

In June, Physicians for Human Rights 
(PHR) reported that since the start of the 
conflict, regime and allied forces were re-
sponsible for 90 percent of attacks on medi-
cal facilities (344 out of 382), and 93 percent 
of medical personal killings (703 out of 757).

PHR said the regime’s “assaults on Syr-
ia’s hospitals, doctors, and patients” are “a 
clear violation of the universally recognised 
principle of medical neutrality”.

Assad claimed that rebel-held parts of 
Aleppo “have everything” they need. Not 
water, Unicef said on Saturday, the results 
of which could be “catastrophic”. Its dep-
uty director said Aleppo “is slowly dying”, 
echoing the Red Cross’s assessment in July 
that “the situation is devastating and over-
whelming”, and “the bombing is constant”.

War strategy
Denial is integral to the regime’s war 

strategy. Last year, Assad had the gall to 
tell the BBC that his forces did not use 
indiscriminate weapons, including barrel 
bombs, despite overwhelming evidence 
to the contrary. He also denied using 
chlorine gas, despite the UN and the Or-
ganisation for the Prohibition of Chemi-
cal Weapons reporting otherwise last 
month. Never underestimate the power of 

denial. It is always easier and quicker to 
deny wrongdoing than to admit culpabil-
ity or explain oneself. It stifles legitimate 
scrutiny in favour of a simplistic “yes or 
no” argument that is designed to confuse 
and deceive. This is what makes denial 
so appealing, and hence so prevalent in 
cases of injustice.

Denial is the default setting of the pro-
Assad propaganda machine, as with other 
oppressive regimes. There are striking simi-
larities in this respect, for example, between 
the Syrian regime and Israel.

According to Assad’s apologists, there 
was no peaceful, popular uprising against 
decades of dictatorship and repression, no 
brutal crackdown, no war crimes or crimes 
against humanity, and no opposition to the 
regime except from “terrorists”.

To them, it was a violent, jihadist insur-
gency from the start, fuelled by foreign 
agitators, against a benevolent, misunder-
stood leader whose only fault was defying 
the West and Israel. None of this is true, 
but propaganda does not have to be - it just 
has to be effective, and if lies are told often 
enough they are eventually believed, even 
by those telling them.

As such, one can wonder whether Assad 
- like other human rights abusers who sur-
round themselves with yes people - has be-
come so detached from reality that he really 
believes his warped narrative.

Danger of denial
The danger of denial is that it is based on 

delusion or deceit. It only makes matters 
worse, shutting down debate and making 
common ground impossible. Accusations 
by respected human rights organisations 
are met with counter-accusations that 

they are biased and part of an interna-
tional conspiracy. Ironically, those coun-
ter-accusations are made by people who 
have cited those organisations on other 
issues. Last week, Ban accused the regime 
of killing the most civilians in the conflict, 
echoing his former human rights chief 
Navi Pillay, and Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, 
head of the UN commission investigating 
war crimes in Syria. 

However, this will fall on the deaf ears 
of those who claim, despite all the evi-
dence to the contrary, that the regime is 
defending Syrians. Families huddle ter-
rified in basements, stalked by stagger-
ingly powerful explosions shaking the 
streets above. Wounded children writhe 
untreated on dirty clinic floors. Hospitals 
and rescue centers — a ravaged city’s last 
ragged line of defense — crumble daily 

into rubble, often appearing to have been 
methodically targeted. Denial is fostered 
by impunity, in Israel’s case by its West-
ern allies, and in Syria’s by the regime’s 
Eastern allies. As such, engaging in diplo-
macy with it is pointless, because a party 
drunk on its false self-righteousness feels 
no need to negotiate sincerely or concede 
anything significant. 

That is why the regime has repeatedly 
violated every ceasefire, and insists that 
Assad’s fate - the crux of the conflict - is 
untouchable. It is why he has preceded 
both ceasefires this year with vows to 
retake the whole country, and followed 
their collapse with major onslaughts. As 
with Israel, the Assad regime engages in 
diplomacy as a fig leaf towards pacifica-
tion, not peace.
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The options before India

Syria: denial as a war strategy

No counter strategy would deter Pakistan if the wound at home not healed

As with Israel, the Assad 
regime engages in diplomacy 

as a fig leaf towards 
pacification, not peace.

By franCIS MaTTHEw

The UAE has spent much of the past 
few years seeking to rebuild an Arab 
world based on the rule of law, the in-

tegrity of nation-states, and mutual respect 
for all citizens regardless of their differenc-
es. As state after state collapsed into anar-
chy following the revolutions of 2011, the 
UAE has taken a lead in building alliances 
across the region to help restore a normal 
peaceful life for the inhabitants.

This has required military action in Iraq 
and Syria where the UAE is part of the in-
ternational coalition against Daesh (the 
self-proclaimed Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant). The UAE has also been a lead-
ing part of the regional coalition fighting 
Al Houthi rebels in Yemen. But the UAE 
is also well aware of the importance of the 
long-term fight against terror by support-
ing the Arab people with powerful, if softer 
means, such as encouraging education, 
career-enhancing skills, and the ability to 
think innovatively.

At last week’s UN General Assembly, 
Shaikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Interna-
tional Cooperation. put all this action in the 
wider context of the UAE’s worldview.

He said that “no role should be given to 
any extremist, terrorist or evil groups no 
matter what, or to those who incite sectari-
anism and strive to tear the very fabric of 
our societies apart, and this stands true of 
the acts of Iran in the region. Regional and 
international sides should also refrain from 
playing a negative role in these crises. We 
are all aware of the incidents of violence 
and terrorism, which have taken unprec-
edented forms and used heinous methods, 
causing fear and terror not only in the Mid-
dle East but in many countries of the world, 

and which proved that violence and terror-
ism are no longer associated with a certain 
state or a region, but are global threats, with 
no borders. “The serious challenges facing 
our region and many other countries, re-
quire us to reflect together on ways to ad-
dress these crises and reach consensual, 
timely and effective solutions, without un-
dermining the existing significant efforts 
made in this regard. Countering terrorist 
groups is a right and duty of all states”.

Building alliances
The multilateral approach to this global 

problem is a vital part of the UAE’s over-
arching strategy under which it takes the 
necessary military and civil action, and 
builds international alliances to support 
what Shaikh Abdullah described as the 
UAE’s deep belief in the values of justice, in-
ternational law, human rights, the pillars of 
good governance as well as the importance 
of providing an enhanced environment of 
happiness to its citizens and residents.

“This belief is paired with practical poli-
cies which are built on the conviction that 
true development does not only involve 
economic development, but also puts in-
vestment in people at the forefront based 
on the principles of tolerance, acceptance 
of the other, and equality among all, with-
out discrimination between men and wom-
en,” he said. “The empowerment of women 
has become a central policy in our country 
because of our belief in their pioneering 
societal role, their active contributions to 

generation-building, and their success in 
doing so.” At the UN General Assembly, 
Shaikh Abdullah took time to focus on the 

desperate situation in Syria where he said 
that the UAE sees no possibility of resolv-
ing the Syrian crisis through military force. 
“To date, this path has only intensified the 
suffering of the brotherly people of Syria 
and increased the flow of refugees to other 
countries. The situation is further compli-
cated by the interference of Iran and its 
terrorist militias in Syria’s affairs. This has 

distorted the vision for Syria and derailed 
it from the existing path, which is based on 
internationally agreed terms, which con-
stitute the only salvation from this horrific 
tragedy. Our hearts bleed when we see the 
brotherly people of Syria are fleeing from 
death to death.”

Iran’s flagrant expansionism
The requirement to work for negotiated 

solutions also ran through his comments 
on Libya and Yemen. Shaikh Abdullah 
pointed out that there have been a number 
of proposals in Yemen that could have led 
to peace if the militias had good intentions 
and were sincere.  And he supported the 
Skhirat Agreement in Libya, as well as the 
formation of the Government of National 
Accord, saying that “it will lead to further 
commitment to building a unified national 
position that protects Libya’s territorial soil 
and maintains the unity of its people”. But 
he then focused on Iran’s continued and 
flagrant expansionism, and its “violations 
of the principles of sovereignty, and con-
stant interference in the internal affairs of 
its neighbouring countries”.

He was clear that the nuclear agreement 
had not reduced tension when he said that 
“hopes that the deal would change Iran’s 
hostile approach have been quickly thwart-
ed. Against all optimistic expectations, Iran 
wasted no time in continuing its efforts 
to undermine the security of the region, 
through aggressive rhetoric, blatant inter-
ference, producing and arming militias, 
developing its ballistic missile programme, 
in addition to its alarming designation as a 
state sponsor of terrorism.”
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Second phase of Bangladesh’s 
largest Muslim congregation starts

 
Dhaka, Jan 20 (IANS) The second phase of the largest an-

nual Muslim congregation in Bangladesh started on Friday 
with sermons for millions of devotees from home and abroad, 
seeking world peace.

The grand prayer at the three-day congregation called 
‘Biswa Ijtema’ on the bank of the Turag river at Tongi, some 
25 km from Dhaka, will be held on Sunday, seeking divine 
blessings and welfare of all mankind, Xinhua reported.

The first phase of the three-day ‘Bishwa Ijtema’, which was 
being held in two phases since 2011 to avoid mad rush of pil-
grims, concluded with the offering of ‘Akheri Munajat’ (con-
cluding prayer) on January 15.

The second phase started on Friday after Fajr (morning) 
prayers with religious sermons for the devotees.

Like the first phase, a large number of foreign pilgrims at-
tended the second phase.

To ensure safety and security of the devotees and maintain 
law and order, thousands of members of different law-enforc-
ing agencies have been deployed in and around 60-hectare 
congregation ground.

Observation towers have been set up at different strategic 
points to oversee people’s movement.

China dismisses Taiwan’s delegation 
to Trump’s inauguration

Beijing, Jan 20 (IANS) China’s Foreign Ministry on Friday 
dismissed Taiwan’s sending of a “self-styled” delegation to 
US President-elect Donald Trump’s inauguration ceremony, 
saying that the move was aimed at disrupting Beijing-Wash-
ington relations.

The comments came after media reports said that former 
Taiwan official Yu Shyi-Kun was leading a delegation to at-
tend the inauguration in Washington, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

“Some forces in Taiwan are playing up the Taiwan author-
ity sending its so-called ‘official delegation’ to the US Presi-
dent’s inauguration ceremony at the invitation (of the US 
side), which is obviously self-satisfying hype,” Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Hua Chunying said at a press briefing.

“It aims to disrupt and undermine China-US relations. 
China has repeatedly expressed firm opposition to this,” Hua 
added.

Hua said she noted the US government affirmed that it 
would only invite foreign envoys based in the US to attend the 
inauguration, rather than invite or encourage other countries 
or regions to send delegations.

S. Korean ‘Rasputin’ to testify in case 
against Samsung

Seoul, Jan 20 (IANS) Choi Soon-sil, a close friend of the im-
peached South Korean President, has been summoned to tes-
tify on Saturday as a suspect in a bribery case involving tech 
giant Samsung.

The South Korean prosecution on Friday said it will interro-
gate Choi, dubbed “South Korean Rasputin” for her proximity 
to President Park Geun-hye, for her links to the ongoing case 
against the Samsung group, allegedly involved in the corrup-
tion scandal that has shaken the country, Efe News reported.

The authorities accuse Samsung of doling out multi-mil-
lion-dollar donations to several foundations and companies, 
allegedly controlled by Choi, in exchange for favours.

Choi’s lawyer said she does not intend to testify as she is 
“very busy” preparing for her main trial, in which she has 
been accused of abuse of power, extortion and fraud, among 
other charges.

The prosecution’s spokesperson said an arrest warrant will 
be issued against Choi, who is in prison since November, if 
she fails to appear for questioning.

Samsung is accused of paying a sum of 22 billion won 
($18.6 million), to a company based in Germany and headed 
by Choi, for consultation services.

Moreover, the firm allegedly donated 20.4 billion won be-
tween 2015 and 2016 to two other nonprofits linked to Choi.

The prosecutor’s office believes the Samsung head paid 
these sums to Choi in order to get approval from the govern-
ment-controlled National Pension Service, shareholder in 
one of Samsung’s companies, to merge two of its subsidiaries.

8 found alive in hotel after Italy 
avalanche

Rome, Jan 20 (IANS) Eight people have been found alive 
in Italy’s Rigapiano hotel, two days after it was buried in an 
avalanche. More than 30 people are feared dead after a wall 
of snow and rock slammed into the hotel in central Italy on 
Wednesday. Rescuers said six survivors had been discovered 
buried under snow, but had not yet been extricated, BBC re-
ported on Friday.

They have spent at least 40 hours buried in the snow and 
rubble. Rescuers have now requested for helicopters to help 
with the rescue effort, the Italian media reported. At least 
four people have been confirmed dead, and 20 others are still 
missing, as the rescue effort continues in difficult conditions.

The avalanche struck on the Gran Sasso mountain range in 
Italy’s quake-hit central Abruzzo, as guests awaited evacua-
tion after a series of earthquakes in the region.

WORLD SNIPPETS

After Facebook, 
Dataminr lifts ban on RT

Gambia crisis: Jammeh 
given last chance to 

resign as troops close inMoscow, Jan 20 (IANS) 
Facebook on Friday lifted its 
“unexplained” 20-hour ban 
on Russian television network 
RT for posting content on its 
Facebook page, and Dataminr 
Twitter news-discovery service 
soon followed to also revoke 
its ban -- hours before Donald 
Trump’s inauguration as US 
President.

According to a report in 
RT.com, Dataminr did not to 
provide any official explanation 
for the decision to revoke the 
ban. Social networking giant 
Facebook, facing criticism for 
allegedly spreading fake news 
that favoured Trump and “ra-
cial bias” in hate speech cen-
sorship, banned RT (formerly 
Russia Today) from posting 
content on its page on Thurs-
day. The ban was supposed to 
last until Saturday (10.55 pm 
Moscow time). RT was live 
during outgoing US President 
Barack Obama’s final press 

conference when a Facebook 
bot notification interrupted 
RT’s live stream. The ban was 
revoked on Friday morning. 

“RT’s right to share such con-
tent as live streams, images and 
videos with its over four million 
followers on its Facebook page 
were restored. The ban was 
put in place shortly after RT’s 
broadcast of Barack Obama’s 
final press conference as presi-
dent,” RT said in a report.

Within hours, Dataminr, 
which monitors Twitter con-
tent, also revoked its ban.

Asked why it had imposed a 
ban in the first place, Dataminr 
referred to a “review of how we 
work with government agen-
cies”. “Per our November 30, 
2016 notice to you, Dataminr 
is electing not to renew the 
Renewal Term. As such, your 
agreement ended on Decem-
ber 31, 2016,” Dataminr’s legal 
team was quoted as saying. 
Dataminr transforms the Twit-

ter stream and other public da-
tasets into alerts. It is used by 
media and other organisations 
to track tweets for news.

The Facebook bot that inter-
rupted RT’s live stream stated 
that rights to the content had 
been claimed by Current Time 
TV, a project of Radio Liberty 
in collaboration with the Voice 
of America. “Radio Liberty is 
an independent corporation, 
financed by the US Congress,” 
the report said. Current Time TV 
denied any complaint against 
the Russian media outlet and 
said that the channel did not 
send any complaints regard-
ing RT or any other organisa-
tions in connection with the live 
feed. On Thursday, 77 advocacy 
groups wrote a letter to the so-
cial media giant asking it to be 
more transparent about its cen-
sorship decisions. In the open 
letter, the advocacy groups, 
including the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU), asked 
Facebook to be more transpar-
ent about its censorship deci-
sions and sought a report that 
compiles data on the compa-
ny’s censorship decisions.

Banjul, Jan 20 (IANS) West 
African leaders are in The 
Gambia to try to persuade Ya-
hya Jammeh to cede power to 
his elected successor. Mr Jam-
meh was given until noon to 
leave office or be forced out 
by UN-backed regional forces, 
but the deadline was extended 
to allow last-ditch talks.

Troops have been told to 
halt their advance until the 
talks are over. The Economic 
Community of West African 
States (Ecowas) is acting in 
support of new President Ad-
ama Barrow, who was sworn 
in on Thursday. His legitimacy 
as president has been recog-
nised internationally, after 
he was voted in last month. 
Guinea’s President Alpha 
Conde and Mauritanian Pres-
ident Mohamed Ould Abdel 
Aziz have arrived in Banjul for 
the talks with Mr Jammeh.

The chairman of the 
Ecowas commission, Marcel 
Alain de Souza, said that if 
the meeting with Mr Conde 
proved unsuccessful, military 
action would follow. Banjul 
remains quiet this morning, 
everything still closed. There 
is a feeling that the end of the 
political crisis is close but ev-
erybody is anxiously waiting 
to hear what Yahya Jammeh 
will tell the Guinean and Mau-
ritanian leaders. The head 
of the Ecowas commission, 
Marcel de Souza, suggested 
Mr Jammeh could be flown 
to Guinea before deciding on 
his fate. Interestingly, Mau-
ritania is not a member state 
of Ecowas and the Guinean 
president, Alpha Conde, has 
repeatedly voiced his opposi-
tion to any regional military 
action, arguing that diploma-
cy should prevail instead.

New York, Jan 20 (IANS) Noto-
rious Mexican drug lord Joaquin 
“El Chapo” Guzman has been 
extradited to the US, the Mexi-
can government announced on 
Thursday. He arrived in New York 
on a flight from Ciudad Juarez.

Mr Guzman, who could face 
life in a US prison, is wanted on 
charges of drug trafficking and 
smuggling vast amounts of drugs 
into the country. The leader of the 
Sinaloa cartel was facing two ex-
tradition requests - one from Cali-
fornia and another from Texas.

Last year he was moved to a 
prison in Ciudad Juarez, which 
lies just across the border from El 
Paso in Texas, but authorities at 
the time denied the transfer was a 
precursor to extradition. Mr Guz-
man has been fighting to stay in 

Mexico but his appeals were re-
jected. He was under close watch, 
having previously broken out of 
two Mexican high-security jails.

He is now expected to appear in a 
US federal court in Brooklyn on Fri-
day. The extradition to the United 
States of “El Chapo”Guzman brings 
to an end one of the most notorious 
drug lord sagas of modern times. 
Believed to have amassed a billion 
dollar fortune through the illegal 
drug trade, Guzman was always 
likely to make headlines. But it was 
his ability to evade capture which 
made Guzman stand out from oth-
er drug gang leaders. His first high 
profile escape was in 2001 when it 
was reported - despite some doubts 
- that he had escaped from a maxi-
mum security prison by hiding in a 
laundry basket.

Davos, Jan 20 (IANS) 
Donald Trump is a “would-
be dictator” who will fail 
and Theresa May will not 
last because of the Brexit 
“divorce”, billionaire busi-
ness magnate George Soros 
has told the Davos World 
Economic Forum, the me-
dia reported. The Hungar-
ian-American investor, on 
the eve of Trump’s inaugu-
ration, delivered a cutting 
verdict on the incoming US 
President, reported the In-
dependent on Friday.

The 86-year-old also 
called Trump an “impos-
ter and con-man” who was 
“gearing up for a trade war” 
which would have “a very 
far-reaching consequences 
in Europe and in other parts 

of the world”. “I personally 
am convinced that (Trump) 
is going to fail,” Soros told 
an audience of business 
leaders and journalists in 
Davos, Switzerland. “Not 
because of people like me 
who would like him to fail, 
but because the ideas that 
guide him are inherently 
self-contradictory,” he said.

Soros, who donated $1 
million (810,000 pounds) 
in June 2015 to Priorities 
USA Action which sup-
ported Hillary Clinton’s 
campaign, also said Trump 
“didn’t expect to win, he 
was surprised”. A former 
travel salesman, Soros also 
said that he expected fi-
nancial markets to “not do 
very well” because of the 

uncertainty surrounding 
the Trump administration, 
according to the report.

Moving on to the Britain’s 
attempts to leave the Euro-
pean Union, Soros raised 
the prospect of the country 
re-joining the Union within 
just three days of leaving it.

“In my opinion it is un-
likely that Prime Minister 
May is actually going to 
remain in power. Already 
she has a very divided Cab-
inet, a very small majority 
in Parliament. And I think 
she will not last,” said So-
ros, who was nicknamed 
The Man Who Broke the 
Bank of England because 
of his $10 billion (8.1 bil-
lion pounds) short sale of 
sterling in 1992.

Trump is ‘would be dictator’ and 
Theresa May ‘won’t last’: Soros 

El Chapo: Drug lord Joaquin 
Guzman extradited from 

Syria: IS destroys 
part of Palmyra’s 
Roman Theatre

Trump’s team ‘wanted 
tanks, missile launchers’ 

for inauguration
Damascus, Jan 20 (IANS) Militants from the 

Islamic State group have destroyed part of the 
Roman Theatre in the ancient city of Palmyra.

Syria’s antiquities chief said the tetrapy-
lon - a group of four pillared structures which 
were mainly modern replicas - has also been 
ruined.

The jihadists recaptured the Unesco-listed 
archaeological site in December from govern-
ment troops.

The head of the UN cultural body said the 
destruction was “a new war crime”.

Its director general, Irina Bokova, said what 
she described as “cultural cleansing by violent 
extremists” had resulted in “an immense loss 
for the Syrian people and for humanity”.

IS destroyed other monuments after it first 
seized Palmyra in May 2015.

The group held the site and nearby city 
known locally as Tadmur for 10 months.

The militants were forced out by a Russian-
backed government offensive in March 2016, 
but regained control while pro-government 
forces where focused on battling for the city 
of Aleppo late last year.

Maamoun Abdulkarim, the head of the Syr-
ian government’s Antiquities Department, 
told the Associated Press that reports of the 
latest destruction first trickled out of Palmyra 
late in December, and then satellite images 
which became available late on Thursday 
confirmed it.

The US-based American Schools of Oriental 
Research posted the images on its Facebook 
page, saying only two of the tetrapylon’s col-
umns remain, and the monument appeared 
to have been intentionally destroyed using 
explosives.

Only one of the structure’s columns is origi-
nal, as the others were rebuilt in 1963.

Washington, Jan 20 (IANS) 
Donald Trumps team of advis-
ers pushed for tanks and missile 
launchers to feature at his inaugu-
ration parade, sources involved in 
his inaugural preparations said.

A report in the Huffington Post 
on Thursday cited the sources as 
saying that Trump had endeav-
oured to ensure that his first 
day as Commander-in-Chief is 
marked by an unusual display of 
heavy military equipment.

During the preparation for 
Friday’s transfer-of-power, a 
member of Trump’s transition 
team floated the idea of includ-
ing tanks and missile launchers 
in the inaugural parade, a source 
involved in inaugural planning 
told the Huffington Post. Dur-
ing the preparation for Friday’s 
transfer-of-power, a member of 
Trump’s transition team floated 
the idea of including tanks and 
missile launchers in the inaugural 
parade, a source involved in inau-
gural planning told the Huffing-
ton Post. 

“They were legit thinking Red 
Square/North Korea-style pa-
rade,” the source said, referring 
to massive military parades in 
Moscow and Pyongyang, typically 
seen as an aggressive display of 
muscle-flexing.

The military, which tradition-
ally works closely with the presi-
dential inaugural committee, shot 
down the request, the source said. 

Their reason was two-fold, ac-
cording to the report. Some were 
concerned about the optics of 
having tanks and missile launch-
ers rolling down Pennsylvania Av-
enue. But they also worried that 
the tanks, which often weigh over 
100,000 pounds, would destroy 
the roads.

“I could absolutely see struc-
tural support being a reason (not 
to use tanks),” a Defense Depart-
ment official said. “DC is built on 
a swamp to begin with.”

Defense Department spokes-
woman Valerie Henderson de-
clined to comment on the request 
for tanks and missile launchers, 
referring questions to the Trump 
transition team. 

Trump adviser Boris Epshteyn 
told HuffPost that the presiden-
tial inaugural committee worked 
closely with the military “to ren-
der appropriate honours” for 
Trump’s swearing-in. But he di-
rected questions about “specific 
aspects” of the military’s sup-
port to the Defense Department. 
Trump adviser Boris Epshteyn 
told HuffPost that the presiden-
tial inaugural committee worked 
closely with the military “to ren-
der appropriate honours” for 
Trump’s swearing-in. But he di-
rected questions about “specific 
aspects” of the military’s support 
to the Defense Department.

The Pentagon didn’t reject all 
of Trump’s ideas. At the request 

of the President-elect, there are 
five military flyovers -- one for 
each branch of the armed services 
-- planned for Friday’s inaugural 
parade, Pentagon spokesman 
Major Jamie Davis told HuffPost.

The Air Force plans to fly four 
fighter jets: An F-35, an F-16, an 
F-22 and an F-15E. The Navy will 
fly four F/A-18 combat jets. The 
Army will fly four UH-60 Black 
Hawk helicopters. The Marines 
will fly four V-22 Ospreys. And the 
Coast Guard, which was still final-
ising plans, was looking at flying 
four MH-65 rescue helicopters, 
Davis said. 

Stephen Kerrigan, who held top 
positions in outgoing President 
Barack Obama’s first and second 
presidential inaugural commit-
tees, said he was “shocked” to 
hear about the planned flyovers 
for Friday. 

“It seems unnecessary and the 
optics don’t seem appropriate... 
It’s very Red Square,” he said.

Traditionally, the military plays 
a big role in inaugurations, but 
not by display of heavy weaponry. 
The armed forces usually con-
tributes “musical units, colour 
guards, salute batteries and hon-
our cordons,” said the report.

“I could absolutely 
see structural sup-
port being a reason 

(not to use tanks),” a 
Defense Department 

official said. “DC is 
built on a swamp to 

begin with.”
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Kolkata, Jan 20 (IANS) In response 
to West Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee’s call to investors, 
several corporate houses on Friday 
came forward with big investment 
proposals for the state.RP-Sanjiv 
Goenka Group’s Chairman Sanjiv 
Goenka announced a Rs 10,000 crore 
investment plan in Bengal, while 
Bharti Enterprises’ Vice Chairman 
Rakesh Bharti Mittal pledged a Rs 
3,500 crore investment on Friday.  

Similarly, Great Eastern Energy 
Corporation Ltd’s Executive Chair-
man Yogendra Kumar Modi also an-
nounced investments close to Rs 1 
billion in a coal bed methane project 

in the state over the next six years.  
Addressing the “Bengal Global Busi-
ness Summit” here on Friday, the 
Chief Minister said: “I am appealing 
to businessmen to come to Bengal. 
Here all sorts of relief are being given 
to businessmen.”  State-run gas ma-
jor GAIL also announced an invest-
ment of Rs 6,000 crore in Bengal in 
the next two-three years, including in 
a gas pipeline project.  Urging inves-
tors to invest in Bengal, Goenka said, 
“In addition to what we have in the 
state, I am committing another Rs 
10,000 crore over the next few years 
in the newer sector for the group 
that is FMCG.”  “What impressed me 

was development of infrastructure 
in the state. Labour problem in Ben-
gal is a thing of the past”.   “Airtel, a 
Bharti Group company, has already 
invested over Rs 30,000 crore in the 
state and last year we spent almost 
Rs 1,500 crore. We are announcing 
Rs 3,500 crore investment for three 
years,” Mittal said. 

Future Group’s CEO Kishore Bi-
yani talked about their future plans 
for the state.  “This year, we have a 
five-point agenda for the state. We 
are creating an apparel manufactur-
ing hub for which we have hired the 
space of two lakh square feet, which 
will feature latest technology.

New Delhi, Jan 20 
(IANS) The Common 
Service Centres (CSC) 
under the Ministry of 
Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology 
(MeitY) will soon start 
offering Permanent Ac-
count Number (PAN) 
Services to citizens 
across the country, an 
official statement said 

here on Friday.  “The 
Common Service Cen-
tres will enrol with the 
PAN Service providers in 
order to fully utilise the 
CSC network in the PAN 
application process and 
act as facilitation centres 
to expand the outreach 
of physical and online 
PAN applications,” the 
statement said.  Many 

village level entrepre-
neurs (VLE) in the CSC 
programme have al-
ready enrolled them-
selves for the PAN facili-
tation network.  “These 
centres (CSC) have con-
tributed significantly by 
providing e-governance 
services through their 
existing network to citi-
zens. CSCs have been 

a major contributor to 
the DigiDhan Abhiyan 
for Digital Literacy and 
have enrolled around 
two crore rural citizens 
and around six lakh 
merchants for digital 
payments,” said Aruna 
Sundararajan, Secretary, 
MeitY. “Adding the PAN 
application process to 
their portfolio is a sig-
nificant step to bring 
e-governance services 
convenient to access and 
closer to the doorstep of 
the citizens,” she said.

Businesses pledge investments 
at Bengal business summit

Common Service Centres will 
soon offer PAN services

Motherson Sumi launches $600 mn 
open offer for Finnish PKC Group

New Delhi, Jan 20 (IANS) 
Microsoft on Friday an-
nounced the public preview 
of ‘Azure Analysis Services’, 
a latest addition to com-
pany’s Cloud platform to 
simplify data analysis.Azure 
Analysis Services is an en-
terprise grade OLAP (on-
line analytical processing) 
engine and BI (Business 
Intelligence) modeling plat-
form, offered as a fully man-
aged platform-as-a-service 
(PaaS).   “With Azure Analy-
sis Services, a BI profes-
sional can create a semantic 
model over the raw data 
and share it with business 

users so that all they need to 
do is connect to the model 
and immediately explore 
the data and gain insights,” 
said Bret Grinslade, Princi-
pal Programme Manager, 
Azure Analysis Services, in 
a statement.   Businesses 
can get on board quickly 
without managing infra-
structure and can also scale 
resources to match their 
business needs.  Azure 
Analysis Services are com-
patible with any major BI 
tool. The supported Micro-
soft tools include Power BI, 
Excel, and SQL Server Re-
porting Services. 

Mumbai, Jan 20 (IANS) Spe-
cialised automotive component 
manufacturer Motherson Sumi 
Systems (MSSL) has launched 
a bid to acquire Finland-based 
wiring harness major PKC Group 
through an open offer worth Euro 
571 million (more than $600 mil-
lion or more than Rs 4,100 crore).  
According to the announcement 
made late on Thursday night, 
MSSL’s Board of Directors ap-
proved a proposal to launch a 
voluntary, recommended public 
tender offer for the acquisition of 
the outstanding share capital and 
voting rights of PKC Group Plc 

(PKC), Finland.   The company 
informed that it has entered into 
a combination agreement for the 
proposed transaction with PKC.  
“MSSL will make a voluntary, 
recommended public tender of-
fer to acquire all the issued and 
outstanding shares and option 
rights in PKC,” the company had 
informed the stock exchanges 
through a regulatory filing made 
late on Thursday night.  The 
shares of PKC are listed on the 
Nasdaq and Helsinki stock ex-
change.  “PKC shareholders are 
being offered a cash consider-
ation of EUR 23.55 for each share/

options in PKC representing an 
aggregate equity purchase price 
of approximately EUR 571 mil-
lion in an open tender offer,” the 
regulatory filing said.  “The trans-
action is expected to be complet-
ed by end of March 2017.”  MSSL 
which is one of the largest auto 
ancillary in India was established 
in 1986 through a joint venture 
between Samvardhana Mother-
son Group and Sumitomo Wiring 
Systems (Japan).  Currently, the 
company has a presence in 26 
countries across six continents. 
It reported a turnover of $5.7 bil-
lion for FY16. 

Microsoft 
launches ‘Azure 

Analysis Services’

Ganguly woos investors
 at Mamata’s 

business summit

Seoul, Jan 20 (IANS) 
Choi Soon-sil, a close 
friend of the impeached 
South Korean President, 
has been summoned to 
testify on Saturday as 

a suspect in a bribery 
case involving tech gi-
ant Samsung. The South 
Korean prosecution on 
Friday said it will inter-
rogate Choi, dubbed 

“South Korean Raspu-
tin” for her proximity 
to President Park Geun-
hye, for her links to the 
ongoing case against 
the Samsung group, al-
legedly involved in the 
corruption scandal that 
has shaken the coun-
try, Efe News reported.  
The authorities accuse 
Samsung of doling out 
multi-million-dollar do-
nations to several foun-
dations and companies, 
allegedly controlled by 
Choi, in exchange for 
favours.  Choi’s lawyer 
said she does not intend 
to testify as she is “very 

busy” preparing for her 
main trial, in which she 
has been accused of 
abuse of power, extor-
tion and fraud, among 
other charges.  The 
prosecution’s spokes-
person said an arrest 
warrant will be issued 
against Choi, who is in 
prison since November, 
if she fails to appear for 
questioning.  Samsung 
is accused of paying a 
sum of 22 billion won 
($18.6 million), to a 
company based in Ger-
many and headed by 
Choi, for consultation 
services. 

S. Korean ‘Rasputin’ to testify in 
case against Samsung

Moscow, Jan 20 (IANS) After 
an “unexplained” 20-hour ban 
on Russian television network 
RT posting content on its Face-
book page till Donald Trump 
takes oath as US President, the 
social networking giant on Fri-
day lifted the restriction, allow-
ing RT to go live.  Facing criti-
cism for allegedly spreading 
fake news that favoured Trump 
and racial bias in hate speech 
censorship, a Facebook bot 
banned RT from posting con-
tent on its page on Thursday.  
“RT’s right to share such con-
tent as live streams, images and 
videos with its over four million 
followers on its Facebook page 
were restored. The ban was 
put in place shortly after RT’s 

broadcast of Barack Obama’s 
final press conference as presi-
dent,” RT (formerly Russia To-
day) said in a report.  The ban 
was supposed to last until Sat-
urday (10:55 pm Moscow time). 
“The live-rights strike seems to 
be part of an algorithmic failure 
to acknowledge rights acquired 
by broadcasters and we hope 
it will be resolved in the short 
term,” RT’s Head of Social Me-
dia, Ivor Crotty, was quoted as 
saying.

“While Facebook is a power-
ful distributor of live-streams, 
it is struggling with the rights 
ramifications. RT will continue 
text-only posts to Facebook 
until the issue is resolved,” 
Crotty added. 

Facebook lifts ban, 
allows RT to 
post content

Mumbai, Jan 20:  Emphasising 
on the importance of data collec-
tion, Tata Group interim Chair-
man Ratan Tata today said this 
will be crucial for development of 
cities especially at a time when the 
country is aspiring to become a 
part of the global network. “We are 
now recognising the importance of 
data for developing our cities. If we 
go back in time, data have always 
been important. But very often we 
intend to discard it because we 
become selective in their adop-
tion,” Tata said while launching 
the City Data for India Initiative. 

The initiative, being spearhead by 
the Tata Trusts in partnership with 
the World Council on City Data, fo-
cuses on building high calibre data 
for cities. The noted industrialist is 
also the lifetime Chairman of Tata 
Trusts that controls Tata Sons, the 
holding company of the diversified 
Group.

“We are going beyond age of 
looking at coloured data, selected 
data to non-discretionary collec-
tion and capture of the data, setting 
goals, evaluating ourselves against 
global peers. This is important 
mainly because we are becoming 

a part of the global network,” Tata 
said. At the event, Pune, Surat, 
and Jamshedpur were awarded 
WCCD ISO 37120 certification by 
the World Council on City Data 
(WCCD). “These three cities are 
making the start to share their city 
data. It will enable people in both 
public and private sector to set 
civic goals, evaluate outreach and 
impact of policy and initiatives.

This is an exceedingly impor-
tant move in the long term,” Tata 
added. Addressing the event, 
WCCD President Patricia McCar-
ney said this initiative has proved 
cities have the potential to drive 
a culture of data that will help in 
decision-making, investments and 
providing transparent governance. 
She said the data collected by cities 
has the power to serve as a catalyst 
to create truly smart, sustainable, 
inclusive and prosperous cities of 
tomorrow.

Meanwhile, the Tata Memo-
rial Centre (TMC), run by Tata 
Trusts, said it will host a three-
day conference to drive opinion 
and implementable action in 
providing universal healthcare 
in the country. The event, being 
held as part of TMC’s platinum 
jubilee year (2016-17) will bring 
together international and local 
health experts. 

Data collection crucial for 
development of cities: Ratan Tata

San Francisco, Jan 20 (IANS) 
As Twitter aims to build a more 
inclusive workforce in 2017, 
under-represented minorities 
and women still continue to 
lag despite some progress, the 
micro-blogging website said in 
its latest diversity report. Ac-
cording to Twitter’s September 
2016 EEO-1 report, released on 
Thursday, nine of 10 employees 
are white or Asian and about 
two-thirds are men.  Twitter is 
now 57 per cent white, 32 per 
cent Asian, three per cent black, 
four per cent Hispanic/Latinx, 
three per cent multi-racial and 
less than one per cent Ameri-
can Indian or Native Hawaiian, 
media reports said. “We are also 

focused on sexual orientation 
and gender identity. In 2016 
for the first time, we gave all US 
new hires the opportunity to 
self-identify as LGBTQ,” Jeffrey 
Siminoff Vice President, Inclu-
sion and Diversity at Twitter, 
wrote in a blog post.  “While 
this data collection is new and 
therefore limited, we wanted 
those who chose to identify to 
be counted. Of employees an-
swering, 10 per cent identified 
as LGBTQ. As more employees 
respond in 2017, we expect to 
have a more complete picture,” 
Siminoff added.   Twitter’s fe-
male employee population 
grew from 34 per cent to 37 per 
cent worldwide.   Throughout 

2016, the company implement-
ed practices that advanced its 
commitment, identified and 
acted on vulnerabilities that 
prevent it.  “We facilitate train-
ings at a lot of companies. Twit-
ter had a unique interest in 
tracking the long-term impact 
of their trainings, allowing us 
to learn that content designed 
both to raise awareness and to 
manage bias resulted in actual 
behavioural change in employ-
ees,” Siminoff noted. 

Twitter also saw the expan-
sion in leadership team and the 
Board with Twitter CEO Jack 
Dorsey being named the “Thur-
good Marshall College Fund 
CEO of The Year”.

Twitter aims inclusion at work 
yet some gaps remain

Kolkata, Jan 20 (IANS) West Ben-
gal’s Mamata Banerjee government 
on Friday sprung a surprise by fielding 
former Indian cricket captain Sourav 
Ganguly as the maiden speaker at its 
two-day business summit to woo in-
dustrialists.  Admitting that he was 
“really surprised” to have received a 
call a week back from Finance and In-
dustries minister Amit Mitra to “speak 

a few words at the start of this global 
meet”, Ganguly nevertheless batted 
well on a new track, much in the same 
manner he used to step out to bowlers 
during his playing career.  He made an 
impassioned plea to business captains 
to invest in the eastern state. 

“Please come to the state of West 
Bengal, support the people of West 
Bengal, because when you invest it 

decides the future of a lot of young 
people. A lot of young boys and girls 
in the age of 24-30 look up to you to 
take this state forward,” said the local 
boy.  He also had some good words 
for Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.  
“I know under the leadership of our 
Chief Minister, you will receive enor-
mous support and facilities. So please 
be here. Please be in Kolkata,” said 
Ganguly, as he was heard with rapt at-
tention by the over 4000 delegates on 
the Milan Mela ground.  Ganguly said 
he has grown up in the sporting world, 
but pointed out that “sports business 
is one of the biggest business in the 
country because of the passion of the 

thousands of people who love watch-
ing the game, whether it is cricket, 
football or any other sport.”  He also 
referred to his “small business back-
ground” and said “I understand what 
it feels to be part of this global meet.”

Refering to his presence at the BGBS 
last year, Ganguly recalled the speech 
delivered by Reliance Industries chair-
man Mukesh Ambani then. 

“That was my first visit to the global 
summit, and I was amazed at the way 
he spoke about Bengal, about the way 
his Jio service were supported in our 
state and the way in which he has 
been able to take the business ven-
ture forward.”
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New York, Jan 20 (IANS) US stocks 
opened higher on Friday as Wall Street 
eyed the inauguration of President-elect 
Donald Trump. Trump will deliver his 
inauguration speech and investors will 
be keenly anticipating what he will say 
when he speaks to the nation as President 
for the first time.  US stocks posted solid 
gains after Trump won the presidency 
election as investors bet that he would 
pursue massive corporate tax cuts, de-
regulation, and infrastructure spending. 
In corporate news, shares of the Procter 
& Gamble Co. jumped over two per cent 
in the early trading after the company 
reported better-than-expected quarterly 

results.  Shares of American Express Co. 
fell about one per cent after the US bank 
posted quarterly earnings shy of fore-
casts but revenues above estimates.

 Shortly after the opening bell, the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 96.83 
points, or 0.49 per cent, to 19,829.23. 
The S&P 500 added 11.89 points, or 0.53 
per cent, to 2,275.58. The Nasdaq Com-
posite Index increased 30.16 points, or 
0.54 per cent, to 5,570.24. On Thursday, 
US stocks reversed early gains to end 
lower, as investors digested a batch of 
economic data as well as the European 
Central Bank’s decision to keep its in-
terest rates unchanged.

Seoul, Jan 20, A Sam-
sung probe into the ex-
ploding batteries that 
forced the electronics 
giant to scrap its Galaxy 
Note 7 smartphones has 
found irregularly sized 
batteries caused overheat-
ing, the Wall Street Jour-
nal reported today.  The 
South Korean conglomer-

ate was forced to discon-
tinue its flagship Note 7 
after a chaotic recall that 
saw replacement phones 
also catching fire, with the 
debacle costing the com-
pany billions in lost profit 
and reputational damage.  
Samsung is set to unveil 
the results of its investiga-
tion Monday, but sources 

told the WSJ that the find-
ings indicated some of the 
problematic batteries were 
irregularly sized, causing 
overheating, while oth-
ers had manufacturing 
problems.  Samsung an-
nounced a recall of 2.5 mil-
lion units of the oversized 
Galaxy Note 7 smartphone 
in early September after 
several devices exploded 
or caught fire.  When re-
placement phones also 
started to combust, the 
company eventually de-
cided to kill off the Note 
7 for good.  The company 
blamed faulty batteries 
made by an unnamed 
supplier -- widely believed 
to be its sister company 
Samsung SDI.

New Delhi, Jan 19 
(IANS) Fair play regula-
tor Competition Com-
mission of India (CCI) 
on Thursday said it has 
imposed penalties on 
seven cement compa-
nies for bid-rigging. Ac-
cording to the regula-
tor, the case pertains to 
a tender floated by the 
‘Director, Supplies & 
Disposals’, Haryana, in 
the year 2012, for pro-
curement of cement.  
“The bid-rigging has 
been established from 
quoting of unusually 
higher rates in the im-
pugned tender (than 
rates quoted in ten-
ders of previous years), 
determining different 
basic prices for supply 

of cement at the same 
destination through re-
verse calculation,” the 
regulator said in a state-
ment.   “The anti-com-
petitive conduct was 
re-affirmed through 
SMS exchanged and 
calls made amongst 
the officials of the ce-
ment companies.”  The 
regulator disclosed that 
it has imposed fines on 
Shree Cement, UltraT-
ech Cement, Jaiprakash 
Associates, J.K. Cement, 
Ambuja Cements, ACC 
and J.K. Lakshmi Ce-
ment.  

“Penalty of Rs 18.44 
crore, Rs 68.30 crore, 
Rs 38.02 crore, Rs 9.26 
crore, Rs 29.84 crore, Rs 
35.32 crore and Rs 6.55 

crore has been imposed 
upon Shree Cement, 
UltraTech Cement, 
Jaiprakash Associates, 
J.K. Cement, Ambuja 
Cements, ACC and J.K. 
Lakshmi Cement,” the 
statement pointed out. 

“The penalty has 
been levied at the rate 
of 0.3 per cent of the 
average turnover of the 
cement companies of 
preceding three years.”  
The regulator elabo-
rated that it also took 
note of potential delays 
which would have oc-
curred in the execution 
of public infrastructure 
projects due to cancel-
lation of the impugned 
tender, while imposing 
the penalties.

R P Sanjiv Goenka Group and 
Bharti Enterprises today an-
nounced an investment commit-
ment of up to Rs 14,000 crore in 
West Bengal over the next few 
years at the 3rd Bengal Global 
Business Summit. “I am commit-
ting an investment of Rs 10,000 
crore in the FMCG sector in the 
state over the next few years,” R P 
Sanjiv Goenka Group Chairman 

Sanjiv Goenka said at the inaugu-
ration of the 2-day global business 
summit.

Stating that West Bengal is an in-
vestor-friendly state, Goenka said, 
“There is transparency in deals. 
There is no hitch, no delay... West 
Bengal means business.” Inves-
tors should come forward and in-
vest in the state as the government 
“makes things happen without any 

fuss”, he said. Bharti Enterprises 
Vice-Chairman Rakesh Bharti 
Mittal said the Bharti Group has 
pumped in about Rs 30,000 crore 
in the state so far. “We want to 
partner with the state government 
further. The Bharti Group will in-
vest about Rs 3,000-4,000 crore in 
the state in the next 2-3 years,” he 
said. Mittal, however, flagged two 
key concerns, suggesting that “the 
government of West Bengal must 
have a uniform policy... charges 
here are much higher than other 
states. Also, the state should allow 
setting up of Airtel towers”. 

Future Group MD Kishore Bi-
yani and Hero Group CMD Pankaj 
Munjal spoke about their ongo-
ing projects in the state, but did 
not commit any investment at 
the event. “Bengal is not ‘janmab-
hoomi’, but ‘karmabhoomi’ for 
us. It is here we started our busi-
ness. The state has enabled us 
to do business much better than 

other places in India. Whenever 
we launch new business, we start 
from West Bengal,” Biyani said.  
The group has already invested in 
the state to expand its food and 
fashion segment. It is planning 
to create a hub in 2 lakh square 
feet by 2021, he added. Cricketer 
Sourav Ganguly also batted for 
West Bengal and urged investors 
to invest in the state. “In the last 
two years, we have seen a lot of 
support for investment in this part 
of the region. Please come to West 
Bengal and invest. You will receive 
enormous support from the chief 
minister,” he said.

The event is being attended by 
more than 27 countries, which 
was inaugurated by President 
Pranab Mukherjee in presence of 
other foreign dignitaries. How-
ever, Union Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley skipped the event due to 
current not-so-good relationship 
between the state and the Centre. 

Mumbai, Jan 20 (IANS) Negative 
global cues, along with disappoint-
ing quarterly results and a weak 
rupee, dragged the Indian equities 
markets lower on Friday.

Besides, investors remained cau-
tious ahead of US President-elect 
Donald Trump’s inauguration.  The 
key indices opened on a negative 
note and consistently traded in the 
red to close with losses of around one 
per cent each.  The wider 51-scrip 
Nifty of the National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) receded by 85.75 points or 
1.02 per cent, to 8,349.35 points.  The 
barometer 30-scrip sensitive index 
(Sensex) of the BSE, which opened at 
27,232.69 points, closed at 27,034.50 
points -- down 274.10 points or 1.00 
per cent from the previous close 
at 27,308.60 points.  The Sensex 
touched a high of 27,264.41 points 
and a low of 27,009.81 points during 
the intra-day trade.  The BSE mar-
ket breadth was skewed in favour of 
the bears -- with 1,893 declines and 
817 advances.  On Thursday, the 
benchmark indices closed on a flat-
to-positive note. The NSE Nifty rose 
by 18.10 points or 0.22 per cent, to 
8,435.10 points, while the BSE Sensex 
was up 50.96 points or 0.19 per cent.  
“Markets ended sharply lower on 
Friday. Selling pressure intensified 
after the Nifty support of 8,375 was 
broken,” Deepak Jasani, Head - Re-
tail Research, HDFC Securities, told 
IANS. “Major Asian markets ended 

on a mixed note, while European in-
dices like FTSE 100, CAC 40 and DAX 
traded higher.”  In terms of broader 
markets, the mid-cap and small-cap 
stocks underperformed the bench-
mark indices.  The BSE mid-cap 
index fell by 1.54 per cent, while the 
BSE small-cap index was down 1.27 
per cent.  According to Dhruv Desai, 
Director and Chief Operating Officer 
of Tradebulls, with the Union Bud-
get approaching, investors are tak-
ing profits ‘off the table’.  “The USD 
got stronger during the day’s trade 
which indicated that the market is 
expected to remain weak in the next 

couple of trading sessions,” Desai 
said.  “There is no further trigger for 
market to rally, and so lack of trigger 
and the pre-budget rally gave oppor-
tunity for traders to book profits.”  
In addition, the Indian rupee weak-
ened by six paise to 68.19 against 
a US dollar from its previous close 
of 68.13 to a greenback. In terms of 
investments, provisional data with 
exchanges showed that foreign insti-
tutional investors (FIIs) sold stocks 
worth Rs 26.34 crore, while the do-
mestic institutional investors (DIIs) 
divested scrip worth Rs 175.48 crore.
Sector-wise, the S&P BSE banking 

index plunged by 388.10 points, fol-
lowed by the metal index, which fell 
by 270.68 points, and the consumer 
durables index, which slipped by 
226.83 points.  On the other hand, 
the S&P BSE FMCG index rose by 
8.64 points and the telecom index 
inched up by 2.72 points.  Major 
Sensex gainers on Friday were: 
Bharti Airtel, up 1.31 per cent at Rs 
320.70; Asian Paints, up 0.60 per 
cent at Rs 965.80; ITC, up 0.59 per 
cent at Rs 255.45; Dr Reddy’s Lab, 
up 0.24 per cent at Rs 2,946.40; and 
HDFC Bank, up 0.15 per cent at Rs 
1,236.65.

Equities end flat, profit 
booking caps gains

US stocks open higher ahead 
of Trump’s inauguration

CCI imposes penalties on 7 cement 
companies for bid-rigging

Samsung probe finds faulty 
batteries triggered fire: report

New Delhi, Jan 20, More 
than 72 days after demon-
etisation, the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) has said it still 
does not know the “exact 
number” of junked currency 
notes that were in circulation 
and it is still “reconciling” the 
number of notes that were 
deposited back.  In a written 

submission to Parliament’s 
Public Accounts Commit-
tee (PAC), the central bank 
said: “The exact number of 
Specified Bank Notes (SBNs) 
withdrawn from circulation 
is being worked out.”  The re-
sponse came even as Minis-
ter of State for Finance Arjun 
Ram Meghwal had on De-

cember 2 told Parliament in a 
written response that curren-
cy notes worth Rs 15.44 lakh 
crore (17165 million pieces 
of 500 notes and 6858 million 
pieces of 1000 notes) were in 
circulation on November 8. 

RBI Governor Urjit Patel 
along with Deputy Gover-
nor R Gandhi and other se-
nior functionaries appeared 
before the PAC, headed by 
former union minister and 
senior Congress leader K V 
Thomas, for oral evidence on 
‘Review of Monetary Policy’. 

Sources said the RBI was 
asked about the “total num-
ber” of the scrapped curren-
cy deposited in banks after 
November 8. 

In its reply, RBI is under-
stood to have informed PAC 
that the exchange of the 

currency took place at thou-
sands of bank branches and 
post offices over the 50 days 
demonetisation period. The 
collected notes were depos-
ited in 4,000 currency chests. 

“It (number of notes) is 
pending finalisation as of 
now, as physical verification 
and reconciliation are under-
way,” said sources quoting 
the RBI’s reply. 

RBI informed the panel 
that its Board meeting which 
recommended withdrawal of 
legal tender of Rs 500/1000 
notes was held on November 
8 at 5.30 pm. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi announced about the 
demonetisation in his ad-
dress to the nation at 8 pm 
on the same day after Cabi-
net’s approval.

RBI says doesn’t know exact 
number of scrapped notes
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Muguruza 
tastes sweet 
Slam revenge

MELBOURNE  JAN 20  (IANS) :  
Garbine Muguruza gained revenge 
for a tough loss last year and a 
place in the Australian Open last 16 
with a comprehensive victory over 
Anastasija Sevastova on Friday.

The French Open champion was 
broken first up but she quickly 
recovered from the slow start to 
overwhelm the Latvian 6-4, 6-2 in 64 
minutes on Margaret Court Arena.

The Spanish seventh seed was 
upset in round two of last year’s US 
Open by 33rd-ranked Sevastova and 
she was delighted to get her own back 
in Melbourne.

“I came knowing that the last 
time we played in a Grand Slam she 
beat me, so I was super-motivated,” 
Muguruza said. “I wanted revenge, so 
I think that helped.”

Muguruza, who has never gone 
beyond the Australian Open fourth 
round, next plays Romania’s Sorana 
Cirstea, who beat Alison Riske of the 
United States.

Virat’s trust was important as I could have retired: Yuvraj
CUttACk JAN 20  (IANS) 

:   Yuvraj Singh did contemplate 
retirement at one stage after his 
fight with cancer but it was skipper 
Virat Kohli’s trust that has kept him 
going which made it important for 
him to repay that faith.

Yuvraj is once again the toast 
of the nation with his career-best 
knock of 150 against England.

“Self-confidence is always there 
when you have the backing of the 
team and captain. I think Virat 
has showed a lot of trust in me 
and it was very important for me 
that people in the dressing room 
trust me,” Yuvraj said after India’s 
series clinching win in the second 
ODI. “There was a time when I was 
wondering whether to continue 
or not to continue. I think a lot of 

people have helped me throughout 
this journey. So, never giving up is 
my theory. So I never gave up, kept 
working hard. I knew times will 
change,” the 35-year-old said. His 
last international hundred came 
way back in 2011 World Cup in 
Chennai and no wonder he is happy 
after his 14th century.

“It feels great. It’s been a while 
since I got a hundred. I came back 
after recovering from cancer, the 
first 2-3 years were very hard. I had 
to work hard on my fitness and I 
was in and out of the team. I was 
not able to get a permanent spot.”

Yuvraj returned on the back of 
a strong performances in Ranji 
Trophy this season that saw him hit 
another career-best — 260 against 
Baroda in October last year. “I’ve 

been batting well in the domestic 
season. And I’ve been hitting the 
ball really well. I wanted to make 
it big on my day,” he said. His 
inclusion had mixed reactions 
with some feeling that selectors 
were going backwards but nothing 
affected the stylish left-hander.

“I don’t think about who’s 
reacting to what nor do I read 
newspapers. I don’t watch TV too. I 
try to focus on my game and prove 
a point to myself that I’m still good 
enough for international cricket. So 
I guess I was good today.” 

“Definitely, 150 is a huge score in 
one-day cricket. It’s my highest and 
taken a long time to get there but I 
am very happy it happened today. 
Hopefully, in the coming time I can 
contribute more consistently.”

Saina advances to Malaysia Masters semis, Jayaram loses
SARAwAk (MALAySIA) JAN 

19  (IANS) :  Former World No 
1 Saina Nehwal stayed on course 
for the women’s singles title at the 
season-opening Malaysia Masters 
after she advanced to the semifinals 
of the $120,000 Grand Prix Gold 
badminton tournament here on 
Friday.

London Olympics bronze 
medallist Saina dished out a 
dominating show to edge past 
eighth seed Indonesian Fitriani 
Fitriani 21-15 21-14 in a 40-minute 
contest. This was the Indian’s third 
win over the World No. 40.

The top seeded Indian, who had 
clinched the Australian Open Super 
Series title last year, will face Hong 
Kong’s Yip Pui Yin in the semifinals. 
Saina has a 6-2 head-to-head record 

against Yin, who had last beaten the 
Indian at 2010 Asian Games.

In the men’s singles, World No. 
19 Ajay Jayaram found the going 
tough against Indonesia’s Anthony 
Sinisuka Ginting, who beat the sixth 
seeded Indian 21-13 21-8 in just 28 
minutes.

This was Jayaram’s third defeat 
to the Indonesian, having lost 
to him at Hyderabad Asia Team 
Championship and French Open as 
well.

Saina took her own time to get 
her bearing against Fitriani, who 
quickly opened up a 4-0 lead and 
consolidated her position to reach 
11-6 lead at the interval.

However, the Indian soon started 
gathering points after the break 
and caught up with Fitriani at 12-

12. Saina soon jumped to a 16-14 
lead and then reeled off five straight 
points to pocket the opening game.

In the second game, Saina 
continued with her dominating 
show as she opened a 4-2 lead 
early on and then jumped to a 9-5 
advantage before entering the 
breather at 11-6. Fitriani gave a 
fightback after the interval and 
narrowed down the gap to 12-13 
but Saina soon marched ahead and 
sealed the match.

Saina dished out a dominating show to edge past 
eighth seed Indonesian Fitriani Fitriani 21-15 21-14 

in a 40-minute contest

NZ v BaNg, 2nd Test : Southee five-for bowls Bangladesh out for 289

ChRIStChURCh  JAN 20  (IANS) :  Tim 
Southee and Trent Boult shared nine wickets 
as New Zealand bowled Bangladesh out for 
289, pegging the visitors back after a 127-run 
third-wicket stand between Soumya Sarkar 
and Shakib Al Hasan had threatened to set up 
a big first-innings total on a flat Hagley Oval 
surface. The Sarkar-Shakib stand, rattling 
along at 4.98 per over, had moved Bangladesh 
to 165 for 2 in the 36th over before Boult and 
Southee turned the day around with three 
wickets in the space of 17 balls.

The pace and texture of the day was 
transformed. The last five Bangladesh wickets 
stretched the innings out by a further 46 overs, 
during which time they scored 110 runs, with the 
lower order - particularly the debutants Nurul 
Hasan and Nazmul Hossain Shanto, who added 
53 for the sixth wicket - batting resolutely and 
New Zealand helping them with some puzzling 
tactics. Kane Williamson, their captain, did not 
use their specialist spinner Mitchell Santner 
all day, and got his quicks to pepper the lower 
order with incessant short balls, not changing 

tack even after taking the second new ball. The 
short ball dismissed Nazmul, Taskin Ahmed and 
Nurul, but by no means swiftly, and dealt the No. 
11 Rubel Hossain a jarring blow to the elbow, 
but it was hard not to wonder if the fast bowlers 
wouldn’t have been better served bowling a 
good length and looking for some swing.

 It was via this method that Southee ended 
Bangladesh’s innings with his fifth wicket, 
pinging Kamrul Islam Rabbi’s back pad in front 
of middle and off stump with late away-swing 
from a good length. Kamrul faced 63 balls to 
score 2, and added 32 for the last two wickets - in 
18 overs - with Nurul and Rubel.

New Zealand could have wrapped up the 
innings far more swiftly had they held on to their 
catches. Nurul alone enjoyed three lives. On 4, he 
reached out to a wide one from Boult and nicked 
towards third slip, where the ball bounced off 
Southee’s hard hands. Then, on 21, he sparred 
at Colin de Grandhomme with an open bat-face, 
and bisected first and second slip, leaving Ross 
Taylor and Jeet Raval looking questioningly at 
each other. Finally, on 36, he jabbed at a short 

one from Neil Wagner angled across his body, 
and Taylor got his hands in a tangle while going 
for a straightforward chance coming at his chest.  
In all, it wasn’t the greatest day for New Zealand’s 

catchers; Raval, diving across from second slip, 
had dropped Sarkar off de Grandhomme on 52, 
denying Taylor what would have been a simple 
shoulder-high chance.

Scott surges into 
contention at 
Singapore Open

SINGAPORE JAN 20  (IANS) : 
Australia’s Adam Scott charged up 
the leaderboard at the Singapore 
Open Friday, getting himself 
within two shots of clubhouse 
leader Han Seung-su when the 
second round was suspended 
because of fading light.

Already a three-time winner 
of the tournament, in 2005, 
2006 and 2010, Scott put himself 
firmly in contention to win an 
unprecedented fourth title at the 
Sentosa Golf Club with a second 
round three-under-par 67 and a 
36-hole total of seven-under 135.

With two dozen players still 
to finish their second rounds 
because of a backlog from day 
one, Scott moved to outright 
second in the clubhouse, trailing 
only the Korean-born American 
Han, who followed up his 65 on 
Thursday with a 67.

Angelo Que of the Philippines 
and Singapore’s Quincy Quek 
were safely in the clubhouse, tied 
for third place at six-under, with 
a group of 10 players, including 
the defending champion Song 
Young-han of South Korea, 
level at five-under on a heavily 
congested leaderboard.

Returning to the course early 
to finish off the last three holes of 
his opening round after play was 
interrupted Thursday because of 
a lightning storm, Scott rolled in 
two early birdies to sign for a 68, 
then was back on the tee soon 
after to start his second round.

With the greens softened by an 
early morning shower, the 2013 
US Masters champion made the 
most of the perfect conditions, 
collecting five birdies and making 
just one bogey.

Bangladesh 289 (Sarkar 86, Shakib 59, Nurul 47, Southee 5-94, Boult 4-87) v New Zealand

australian Open: Murray avoids Djokovic fate to reach fourth round
MELBOURNE  JAN 20  (IANS) :  British 

top seed Andy Murray eased into the 
fourth round of the Australian Open with 
a straight-sets win over power-hitting 
American Sam Querrey on Friday.

Murray, bidding to win his first 
Australian title after losing five finals, 
downed Querrey 6-4, 6-2, 6-4 and will 
next play German Mischa Zverev in the 
round of 16.

Murray's chances of an elusive 
Australian title have improved after his 
Melbourne nemesis Novak Djokovic 
was sensationally knocked out by Denis 
Istomin in Thursday's second round.

Djokovic has proved a road block for the 
British world number one, beating him in 
four Melbourne finals.

Murray showed no signs of discomfort 
after rolling his right ankle in his previous 
match and won some wonderful points 
chasing down seemingly lost causes.

"The ankle was a little sore and I was a 
little tentative at the start but it got better 
and better through the match," Murray 
said. "It was a tough match. Sam hit the 
ball extremely well, particularly in the first 
set and I had a big moment at 3-4 when 
I saved a break point." Querrey took the 

game to the top seed in the opening set, 
coming to the net with his deep forehand 
troubling the Scot.

But Murray scrambled well in defence 
and got the vital service break in the ninth 
game with a deft lob over the tall American. 
He then served out for the opening set in 
42 minutes.

Murray was warming to the task and got 
a double break to rip through the second 
set in 29 minutes and take control.

Both players traded breaks in the third 
set before Murray made two marvellous 
chase-downs on successive points to 
break the American’s serve and then 
advance on his second match point in the 
next game.

Querrey was bidding to post his second 
career win over a world number one after 
conquering Djokovic in the third round at 
last year’s Wimbledon.

Murray reached the round of 16 in 
Melbourne for the ninth straight year.

I felt better and better as the match 
went on in terms of my movement,” he 
said. “The ankle was a little sore and I was 
a little tentative at the start but it got better 
and better through the match.” Next up 
for Murray is an assignment with Mischa 

Zverev, the elder brother of highly-rated 
German teen Alexander who came through 
in four sets against Tunisia’s Malek Jaziri.

The winner of that meeting will play 
either Roger Federer or Tomas Berdych, 
the old Grand Slam rivals who will play 
the night match on Rod Laver Arena later.

The German defending champion 
was an early loser at both of her warm-
up tournaments and was taken to three 
sets in unconvincing wins in round one 
and two.

hIGhLIGhtS
Murray was made to work 
hard to close out victory in 
the third set.
Murray captured the decisive 
break in the ninth game with 
some brilliant court 
movement.
Murray will now face German 
Mischa Zverev in the
 fourth round.
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Aditya, Shraddha meet the 
winners of Stars in the City

Fan frenzy reached its peak as Ad-
itya Roy Kapur and Shraddha Kapoor 
got together to sing the iconic Hum-
ma Humma song. Aditya strummed 
the guitar and rapped like a pro, add-
ing to the mood. The two even took to 
the dance floor while fans kept asking 
for more. It was a packed house when 
the OK Jaanu star cast came down to 
HT City to meet the winners of Stars 
in the City Contest. From love to live-
in relationships to on-screen chemis-
try, the actors shared a lot of interest-
ing anecdotes during the hour-long 
interaction with Sonal Kalra, National 
Editor - Entertainment and Lifestyle. 
Both Shraddha and Aditya were com-
fortable sharing their views on live-in 
relationships, on which the movie is 
based. "If anybody wants to be in a 
live-in relationship, they should do 
it, experience it, and make their own 
judgment. Don't do it just because 
other people are or you think it's 
cool," said Shraddha. On being asked 
by a fan what drives a relationship, 
Aditya quipped, "Most of my rela-
tionships haven't worked, so I can't 
answer this. But respect the person 
and do not forget why you fell in 
love with them. Allow each other to 
evolve." Shraddha also spoke about 
the subtle humour in the film. "I ac-
tually like brainless kind of humour. 

Ever since she 
made her debut 
with Parineeta 
(2005), Vidya Balan 
has mostly played 
intense, authorbacked 

roles. Ask her if 
she ever thought of 
playing stereotypical 
Bollywood heroine 
characters and she 
says laughing, "No, 

never." But the 
actor was seen in 
"glamorous" roles in 
films such as Heyy 
Babyy (2007) and 
Kismat Konnection 
(2008). "Both the 
films got me a lot of 
criticism personally 
(smiles). I think that 
really put me off those 
kinds of films. I think 
I stood out like a sore 
thumb in those kind 
of films. I need more 
to chew into [for a 
character]. I don't 
think I gave my 100% 
in those films. People 
who do it [these films] 
carry them off so 
beautifully. I think I am 
incapable of doing the 
typical conventional 
film," says the actor. 
The Dirty Picture 
(2011) actor adds that 
it's also because she 
is "very impatient". "I 
need to be constantly 
excited, which is why 
I'm also looking to do 
different kinds of films 
and diverse parts all 
the time," she says, 
adding that she is 

aware she is not "cut 
out for such roles."
"You know, there 
was sarson ke khet 
ka shot (a shot of the 
mustard field) in Heyy 
Babyy. I looked like 
the sarson (mustard 
plant) in that yellow 
sari (laughs). Some 
people do these things 
beautifully but that's 
not something I enjoy, 
so I don't think I can 
do it well. But I'd love 
to do a nice romantic, 
or a relationship based 
story. Thankfully, now 
they are not restricted 
to sarson ke khet 
(laughs). I am sorted 
that way," she says, 
adding that she isn't 
"competitive at all".
She says, "I do 
watch quite a few 
films. If I see a good 
performance, I get 
excited and reach out 
to the actor, director 
or writer. It also 
inspires me. But I am 
not competitive.
 I like to move at my 
own pace. I am only 
bothered about what 
I am doing (laughs). I 
don't keep a track of 
what anyone else is 
doing, or how many 
movies someone else 
is doing. As they say, 
'To each his own'."

Veteran actor Naseeruddin 
Shah and Arshad Warsi, whose 
chemistry added to the charm of 
'Ishqiya' and 'Dedh Ishqiya', are 
coming together on the screen 
once again for a film, tentatively 
titled 'Koi Jaane Na'. Naseer-
uddin Shah: Randeep Hooda 
is one of the few actors who is 
determined to learn  Abhishek 
Jawkar,, who last produced and 
directed 'Missing on a Weekend', 
said, "Arshad plays the lead while 
Naseeruddin Shah will be seen in 
a pivotal part in the movie. We 
have approached Sunny Leone 
for female lead. She has earlier 
worked with Naseeruddin saab in 
the film 'Jackpot', but this will be 
the first time Arshad and Sunny 
will work together." The film, to 
be made under Jawkar's banner 
The Red Bulb Studios, is directed 
by actor Amin Hajee. The team 
is considering shooting the film 
by the end of this year in Panch-
gani or Dehradun as the story de-
mands the film be shot on a hill 
station.

Vidya Balan isn't 
"competitive at all"..

 He has just delivered the high-
est-earning Hindi film ever. But 
interestingly, instead of basking 
in the glory, Aamir Khan quietly 
flew out to an undisclosed loca-
tion. "I try not to reveal where I 
am, as people will start coming 
here too. Right now, I am try-
ing to be alone (laughs)," says 
the superstar, as he talks about 
his career and his latest block-
buster. In one of your first-ever 
interviews (from the '80s) you 
said, 'My performance will be 

my publicity...', which holds 
true even now... I have always 
believed that your work speaks 
for you. And if you work consis-
tently and in a particular man-
ner over time, it has an impact 
on people. As an actor, that's 
all you need to do. In the same 
interview, you also said that be-
ing typecast can make you feel 
claustrophobic... Yes, it will be 
very boring for me. Same role 
kitni baar karunga? (How many 
times will I play the same role?) 

I don't like to be stuck in any one 
image. I want to change myself, 
surprise my audiences, and even 
myself. In fact, I want to chal-
lenge myself, so I don't like to 
do the same things again. This 
year, you will complete 29 years 
in the industry, since your debut 
with Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak 
(QSQT; 1988). Do you look back 
at your journey? Letters written 
by exhibitors and distributors 
to Aamir Khan Yes, I do. I think 
I have been very fortunate that 
I have had the opportunity to 
work with wonderful writers and 
directors, who came to me with 
their unique scripts. And I also 
got to learn so much from them. 
So, it's my good fortune to have 
worked in films such as Lagaan 
(2001), Taare Zameen Par (2007), 
Rang De Basanti (2006), 3 Idiots 
(2009), PK (2014), QSQT, Jo Jeeta 
Wohi Sikandar (1992) and Sar-
farosh (1999). It has been a very 
exciting and fulfilling journey. 
When I look back at my career, 
all my decisions - on the face of 
it - have mostly been imprac-
tical and risky, with the latest 
instance being Dangal (2016). I 
feel someone up there is look-
ing out for me because I am cer-
tainly not looking out for myself 
(laughs). Also, I have been able 
to do [the kind of] work that I 
believe in. Not all of us are lucky 
enough to be in the position 
where you can choose to do 
what you want. I feel very grate-
ful to be in that position. I am 
able to do the work that I love.

Saala Khadoos (2016) ac-
tor R Madhavan had put on 
weight to play the role of a 
boxing coach last year. But 
now he has shed the extra 
bulk and looks lean and fit. 
Sources claim that Madhavan 
has been following a special 
customised diet and has lost 
11 kg. A source says, "Mad-
havan has been receiving 

several compliments from 
people at events about his 
lean physique. In fact, at a re-
cent award ceremony, people 
even told him that he seems 
to resemble his Rehnaa Hai 
Terre Dil Mein (2001) look." 
Madhavan explains, "After 
Saala Khadoos, I had to lose all 
the weight I had gained for my 
character of a boxing coach. 

Madhavan is sporting 
a new, lean look!

Naseeruddin Shah and Arshad Warsi 
come together for a new film

Aamir Khan: Someone 
up there is 

looking out for me..

You're right out of my dreams: 
Karan Singh Grover to Bipasha Basu

Karan Singh Grover, who has hardly 
ever been shy about expressing his 
love for his wife Bipasha Basu openly, 
says for him she’s a girl straight out of 
his dreams. Karan, who is currently 
holidaying in Australia with Bipasha, 
on Monday shared photographs of 
himself along with the actress, who 
turned 38 on Saturday. “I’ve never met 
a girl as fun, as gorgeous and as crazy 
as your are Bipasha Basu. It’s like 
you’re right out of my dreams,” Karan 
captioned the image. Karan was last 
seen on screen in the 2015 film Alone 
with Bipasha. He will next be seen in 
the upcoming film 3 Dev, which is the 
story of a couple, where the wife is 
extremely religious and the husband 
is not. They rent out their house to 
three youngsters and certain situa-
tions lead to the trio being termed as 
‘God’, leading to hilarious situations 
of lies, mistaken identity and chaos. 
The film also stars Tisca Chopra, Kay 
Kay Menon, Kunal Roy Kapur and TV 
actor Ravi Dubey, who marks his big 
screen debut with the film.


