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Stopped from taking flyover, 
man returns with associates, 

assaults 5 construction 
workers in Gurgaon

‘Dissent an extension of 
fundamental rights’: Delhi court 

discharges Sharjeel Imam, 10 
others in 2019 Jamia violence case

Doctors at Delhi’s Hindu 
Rao, Rajan Babu hospi-
tals to go on pen-down 

strike from Monday

Amit Shah Hails 
Naga Group 
ENPO’s Decision 
To Withdraw Poll 
Boycott Call
Delhi Feb 04: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on Sat-
urday lauded the decision 
by Eastern Nagaland Peo-
ples Organisation (ENPO)  
to withdraw its assembly 
election boycott call, say-
ing it is an expression of 
trust in the Modi govern-
ment. The ENPO, which has 
been demanding separate 
statehood – Frontier Na-
galand – comprising six 
districts of Mon, Tuensang, 
Longleng, Kiphire, Shama-
tore and Noklak, had given 
the poll boycott call to 
press for their demand.“It 
is heartening that in an 
expression of trust in the 
Modi government, the 
Eastern Nagaland Peoples 
Organisation (ENPO) in Na-
galand has withdrawn its 
call to boycott the assem-
bly elections. The decision 
will help in keeping the on-
going process of peace and 
development unhindered,” 
Shah said in tweets. The 
home minister.

India, France 
And UAE Unveil 
Plans For Co-
operation Un-
der Trilateral 
Framework
Delhi Feb 04: India, France 
and the United Arab Emir-
ates on Saturday unveiled 
an ambitious roadmap for 
cooperation in a plethora 
of areas including defence, 
energy and technology un-
der a trilateral framework, 
a move that comes amid 
the geopolitical turmoil 
triggered by the conflict in 
Ukraine. The plan was final-
ised during a phone con-
versation among External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar, his French counterpart 
Catherine Colonna and  
UAE’s Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan. A joint 
statement said it was ac-
knowledged that defence 
is an area of close coop-
eration between the three 
countries. “Therefore, ef-
forts will be undertaken to 
further promote compat-
ibility, and joint develop-
ment and co-production, 
whilst seeking out avenues 
for further collaboration 
and training between the 
three countries’ defence 
forces,” it said. India, France 
and the UAE also agreed 
to boost cooperation in 
food security and circular 
economy and vowed to 
focus on key issues such as 
single-use plastic pollution 
and desertification. The tri-
lateral initiative will serve 
as a platform to expand 
cooperation between the 
development agencies of 
the three counties on sus-
tainable projects besides 
ensuring greater alignment 
of their respective econom-
ic, technological, and social 
policies with the objectives 
of the Paris climate agree-
ment.

Delhi Govt Seeks 
Rs 927 Crore 
From Centre 
For G20 Summit 
Preparations
Delhi Feb 04: Delhi Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish Siso-
dia on Saturday wrote a let-
ter to the Centre seeking a 
grant of Rs 927 crore to take 
up special development 
work for the G20 summit in 
the national capital. In a let-
ter to Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman, 
Sisodia said it will not be 
easy for the Delhi govern-
ment to spend an extra Rs 
927 crore from its limited 
resources for the G20 sum-
mit preparations. Sisodia, 
who also holds the finance 
portfolio, also said the Del-
hi government will extend 
full cooperation to the Cen-
tre for successfully hosting 
the G20 summit. He asked 
the Centre to give the Delhi 
government Rs 927 crore 
for special preparations 
ahead of the summit. Delhi 
government departments 
have prepared a plan for in-
frastructure development 
and various activities and 
programmes in the city. 

Centre Clears 
Names Of 5 
Judges For Ap-
pointment To 
Supreme Court
Delhi Feb 04: Amid the 
ongoing tussle between 
the executive and the ju-
diciary over the process of 
appointments, the Centre 
has reportedly cleared the 
names of five judges of the 
Supreme Court, according 
to media reports. Union 
Law Minister Kiren Rijiju an-
nounced the names of the 
five Chief Justices of India 
and high court judges, ex-
tending his “best wishes”. 
Those elevated to the Su-
preme Court are justices 
Pankaj Mithal (Rajasthan 
high court chief justice), 
Sanjay Karol (Patna high 
court chief justice), PV San-
jay Kumar (Manipur high 
court chief justice), Ahsa-
nuddin.

After Vande 
Bharat, Modi 
Asks Railways To 
Come Out With 
Vande Metro
Delhi Feb 04: Akin to 
Vande Bharat trains, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
has asked the Ministry of 
Railways to come up with 
“Vande Metro”, a train con-
cept to run between two 
nearby big stations, Min-
ister for Railways Ashwini 
Vaishnaw said here on Sat-
urday. Speaking to report-
ers, he also said Indian 
Railways has given away Rs 
59,000 crore worth of sub-
sidies in the transportation 
of food grains, fertilizers 
and many other items last 
year  which is equivalent 
to 55 per cent concession 
for every passenger. “Hon-
ourable Prime Minister has 
given the target.Crackdown On Child Marriage

To Continue Till 2026 Assam Assembly Polls: Himanta
Delhi Feb 04: Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma on Saturday assert-
ed that the drive against 
child marriage, launched 
by the state police from the 
previous day, will continue 
till the next assembly elec-
tions in 2026. More than 
2,250 people have been 
arrested in the state till 
Saturday in the crackdown 
on child marriage, accord-
ing to an official state-
ment. Altogether 2,258 
people have been arrested 
so far based on 4,074 FIRs 
registered against child 
marriages across the state, 
it said.  At least 139 people 
have so far been appre-
hended in Biswanath, fol-
lowed by 128 in Barpeta 
and 127 in Dhubri, the po-
lice statement said. Sarma 
said parents involved in 
the underage marriage 
are currently being let off 

with notice and not being 
arrested. “Our drive will 
continue till 2026 when the 
next assembly elections 
will be due. We are hope-
ful that by then, there will 
be no case of child mar-
riage in the state,” the chief 
minister said. In over 4,000 
cases of child marriage, 
there were more than 8,000 
accused. ”If we leave the 

parents out, the number 
of accused, who will face 
arrests, comes to around 
3,500,” he said. The CM said 
the deputy commissioners 
have been asked to “control 
the system of kazis” (Mus-
lim priests who conduct 
marriages) and create gen-
eral awareness against the 
menace. The state cabinet 
had recently decided that 

those having married girls 
below 14 years of age will 
be booked under the Pro-
tection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act. The council of minis-
ters also took a decision 
that cases under the Pro-
hibition of Child Marriage 
Act, 2006 will be registered 
against those who have 
married girls in the 14-18 
years age group. They will 
be arrested and the mar-
riages will be declared il-
legal. If the groom is below 
14 years of age, he will be 
sent to a “reform house”. 
Assam has a high rate of 
maternal and infant mor-
tality, with child marriage 
being the primary cause as 
an average of 31 per cent 
of marriages registered in 
the state are in the prohib-
ited age group, according 
to reports of the National 
Family Health Survey.

Assisted Reproductive Technology
Surrogacy Bill Striving To Provide Better Medical Care: Mandaviya

Delhi Feb 04: Inculcating 
new techniques in As-
sisted Reproductive Tech-
nology (ART) have vastly 
benefitted patients and 
raised awareness about 
the cause and treatment 
of infertility, Union Health 
Minister Mansukh Manda-
viya said on Saturday. He 
was virtually addressing 
the 27th annual Indian 
Society of Assisted Repro-
duction (ISAR) conference 
held in Bhopal in the pres-
ence of Madhya Pradesh 

Governor Mangubhai Patel. 
He asserted that Assisted 
Reproductive Technology 
(ART) and the Surrogacy 
(Regulation) Bill strive to 
provide patients with bet-
ter medical care and securi-
ty. The minister said health 
initiatives introduced by 
the government for facili-
tating quality motherhood 
have paid dividends and 
resulted in lowering Mater-
nal Mortality Rate (MMR), 
a statement by the health 
ministry said. He also ex-

uded confidence that with 
the ongoing relentless ef-
forts to imbibe new devel-
opments in ART, India will 
make significant progress 
in ensuring best facilities 
and care for fertility to cou-
ples in the country. Elabo-
rating further, Mandaviya 
cited lack of menstrual 
hygiene as a significant ini-
tial factor contributing to 
childlessness among cou-
ples. He said to facilitate 
menstrual hygiene, Jan Au-
shadhi Kendras are provid-

ing sanitary pads at Re 1. 
He reiterated that the cen-
tral government is com-
mitted towards fostering a 
holistic approach to health 
and highlighted that tradi-
tional medicinal principles 
in the country will further 
strengthen our endeav-
our. The health minister 
lauded the efforts of ISAR 
on providing a forum for 
thousands of IVF and ART 
specialists, gynaecologists, 
and embryologists across 
the globe to gather .

Amid Tussle With Judiciary
Rijiju Says Constitution And People Will Guide How Country Is Run

Delhi Feb 04: A day af-
ter the Supreme Court 
warned of action for any 
delay in clearing the trans-
fer and appointment of 
judges, Union Law Minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju on Saturday 
said the country will be 
governed according to the 
Constitution and wishes 
of the people and nobody 
can give warning to any-

one. “Public is ‘malik’ (mas-
ter) of this country and we 
are servants. We all are here 
for service and the Consti-
tution is our guide... The 
country will be governed 
under the guidance of the 
Constitution and the wish-
es of the public. Nobody 
can give a warning to any-
one,” Rijiju said. “Sometimes 
discussions are held in the country on some matters 

and in a democracy, every-
one has the right to express 
their opinion. But people 
sitting in responsible posi-
tions have to think before 
saying anything, whether 
it will benefit the country 
or not,” he said, referring 
to reported remarks of a 
Supreme Court bench. The 
minister was addressing 
an event on the 150th an-

niversary of the Allahabad 
High Court Bar Association 
here as the chief guest. His 
remarks came a day after a 
bench of Justices S K Kaul 
and A S Oka expressed dis-
pleasure over the delay in 
clearing recommendations 
for transfer of high court 
judges, calling it a “very 
serious issue”, and warned 
that any delay in this mat-

ter may result in both ad-
ministrative and judicial 
actions which might not 
be palatable. On Saturday, 
the Supreme Court also 
questioned the govern-
ment over the delay in 
clearing the names of five 
high court judges who had 
been recommended for 
elevation to the Supreme 
Court.

Arvind Kejriwal Questions
Budgetary Aid To Afghanistan Kejriwal also advised the government not to “meddle” in others’ work

Delhi Feb 04: Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
on Saturday questioned 
the government over Rs 
200 crore being set aside 
for assistance to Afghani-

stan, asking if it was cor-
rect to give funds to the 
Taliban-ruled country by 
“slashing” Budgetary allo-
cation for education, health 
and Delhi. Kejriwal also 
advised the government 
not to “meddle” in others’ 
work while sharing a news 
report over differences be-
tween the Centre and the 
Supreme Court over the 
appointment of judges. 
“Why does the Central gov-
ernment fight with every-

one? With judges, Supreme 
Court, state governments, 
farmers and traders? The 
country will not progress 
by quarrelling with ev-
eryone. Do your job and 
let others do theirs. Don’t 
interfere in others’ work,” 
Kejriwal said in a tweet in 
Hindi. In another tweet, 
again citing a news report, 
Kejriwal questioned if it is 
“right to give funds to Tali-
ban by cutting the funds 
of education, health and 

Delhi in the country? Peo-
ple are strongly opposing 
it.” The Centre in its budget 
for 2023-24, has set aside 
Rs 200 crore as assistance 
to the Taliban-ruled coun-
try. The Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) has been al-
located a total of Rs 18,050 
crore in the Union Budget 
for 2023-24 which is an in-
crease of around 4.64 per 
cent over last year’s alloca-
tion of Rs 17,250 crore.

Percentage Of Adivasis
Declining In J’khand Under Soren Govt: Shah

Delhi Feb 04: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Saturday claimed that 
demographic change in 
Jharkhand has seen the 
percentage of the ‘Adivasi’ 
(tribal) population declin-
ing during the Hemant 
Soren government’s ten-
ure in the state. Address-
ing the BJP’s ‘Vijay Sankalp 
Maha Rally’ here, the senior 
party leader alleged that 
the population of Adivasis 
has “declined” from 35 per 
cent to 24 per cent due 
to “massive infiltration”, 

which has been “encour-
aged by the Hemant Soren 
government for vote bank 
politics”. He accused infil-
trators of grabbing land in 
the state. “Hemant Babu is 
not only indulging in cor-
ruption but is instrumen-
tal behind demographic 
changes...Infiltrators are 
coming here ...the num-
bers of Adivasis and tribals 
are reducing. Infiltrators 
are grabbing Adivasi land...
They are committing atroc-
ities on tribal girls. 

Opposition Not Given Even A Minute
To Raise Adani Issue In Parliament: Congress 

Hits Back At Minister Anurag Thakur
Delhi Feb 04: The Opposi-
tion has not been given 
even a minute to raise the 
Adani issue in Parliament, 
the Congress said on Satur-
day, hitting back at Union 
Minister Anurag Thakur 
who said the government 
has nothing to hide on the 
matter. Talking to report-
ers in Jammu, the infor-
mation and broadcasting 
minister also accused the 
opposition parties of creat-
ing a ruckus in Parliament 
to evade a debate on the 
“people-friendly” budget. 
Hitting back at him, Con-
gress general secretary Jai-
ram Ramesh tweeted, “I&B 
Minister, Anurag Thakur 
of ‘Goli Maro’ infamy says 
Opposition running away 
from debate in Parliament. 
What a joke. Parliament 
hasn’t functioned for two 
days as the Opposition 
isn’t even allowed to take a 
minute to demand JPC on 
the PM-linked Adani ‘Maha 

mega scam’.” The Opposi-
tion has alleged that the 
recent meltdown in Adani 
Group shares is a scam that 
involves common people’s 
money as public sector LIC 
and SBI have invested in 
them. The Opposition has 
demanded a joint parlia-
mentary committee probe 
or a Supreme Court-mon-
itored investigation into 
the Adani issue after alle-
gations of financial irregu-
larities and share price ma-
nipulation were levelled by 
the US-based short-seller 
Hindenburg Research. 
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Telangana High Court stays ED move to 
attach BRS MP’s assets

Hyderabad: Chief Jus-
tice Ujjal Bhuyan of the 
Telangana High Court 
on Friday granted a stay 
on Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) proceedings 
and attachment of as-
sets of Khammam MP 
Nama Nageswar Rao. 
The BRS MP sought 
quashing of the ED pro-
ceedings in a case linked 
to a CBI court trial in 
Ranchi for alleged fraud 
against Ranchi Express-
way Ltd, a subsidiary of 
Madhucon Group. The 
Ranchi firm is facing al-
legations of misusing Rs 
360 crore of bank loans. 
MP’s counsel E Venkata 
Siddarth submitted that 
the petitioner was not 
an accused in the predi-
cate offence. He further 
said that the petitioner 
was in no way concerned 
with Ranchi Expressway 
Limited and Madhucon 
Group companies. Nei-
ther was he the Director 
nor employee of the said 
firms, he said. Moreover, 

in the chargesheet, filed 
by CBI, Ranchi, and in 
the ED investigation, the 
name of the petitioner 
was not reflected, he said. 
The Assistant Solicitor 
General, South Zone, ap-
pearing on behalf of the 
ED, raised an objection 
against the stay. However, 
the Chief Justice granted 
interim order staying the 
ED proceedings against 
the MP. Telangana High 
Court concludes hearing 
on MLA poaching case 
Quarry leases to minor 

mineral workers: Telan-
gana HC issues notice to 
State Advocate asked to 
apologise The division 
bench comprising Chief 
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan 
and Justice N Tukaramji 
directed advocate B Bal-
amukund Rao to render 
unconditional apology or 
face punishment for con-
tempt of court. The court 
was dealing with a suo 
motu contempt case tak-
en up based on the legal 
notice issued by Rao to 
High Court judge Justice 

P Madhavi Devi. Alleg-
ing that he was not given 
a fair opportunity to rep-
resent the case, his notice 
called upon the judge to 
show cause within seven 
days, why action should 
not be initiated against 
her. In the contempt case, 
the advocate is facing 
charges of behaving in an 
unruly manner, scream-
ing at other advocates in 
the court hall and issu-
ing notice to the judge. 
Another allegation is that 
while Justice Madhavi 

Devi was hearing a mat-
ter pertaining to the Tour-
ism department filed by 
Rao, against the judge’s 
suggestion, Rao picked 
up an argument with the 
Judge and walked out of 
the court hall. The bench 
observed that the advo-
cate was neither apolo-
getic nor realised having 
lowered the majesty of 
the High Court. The Ad-
vocate General brought 
to the notice of the court 
the suo motu contempt 
issued against him by an-
other division bench on 
an earlier occasion and 
the contempt case filed 
by the advocate against a 
former high court judge. 
The bench warned that 
his actions attracted 
criminal contempt. It also 
asked him to think about 
his 40 years’ experience 
at the Bar. The bench 
suggested he think over 
the issue again and ren-
der an unconditional.

Telangana CPI to launch padayatra to 
pressurise Centre on various issues

Hanamkonda: The Com-
munist Party of India 
state unit would conduct 
a padayatra named ‘Long 
March’ to pressurise 
the Centre to fulfill its 
promises made to Telan-
gana State in the Andhra 
Pradesh Reorganisation 
Act and on other issues 
from March 17. Address-
ing a press conference 
here on Friday, the CPI 
state secretariat commit-
tee member Takkallapalli 
Srinivas Rao said the pa-
dayatra would begin on 
March 17 at Bayyaram 
in Mahabubabad dis-
trict and end at Indira 
Park in Hyderabad on 
April 17.“The paday-
atra will pass through 
Mahabubabad, Mulugu, 
Bhupalapalli, Waran-
gal, Hanamkonda and 
Janagaon districts. Dur-
ing the yatra, huge public 
meetings will be held at 
six places. CPI National 
General Secretary D 
Raja will attend a meet-
ing to be held at Islamia 
College grounds in Wa-
rangal, CPI national sec-

retary K Narayana will 
attend a public meeting 
in Hanamkonda’s Ka-
katiya Degree College 
ground,” he said. The 
party hopes to motivate 
people to fight for the 
fulfillment of promises 
made to erstwhile Waran-
gal district which include 
Kazipet coach factory, 
Bayyaram steel industry, 
and tribal university in 
Mulugu. “The CPI will 
also fight against the 
Centre’s move to priva-
tise the SCCL,” he said. 
Referring to the union 
budget, Rao said that a 
lot of attention was given 
to the states where the 

BJP is in power, while 
the other states were ne-
glected. “The BJP lead-
ers from the State must 
give a clarification over 
this negligence,” he said. 
The CPI senior leader 
urged the people to make 
this padayatra and public 
meetings a huge success. 
CPI Warangal, Hanam-
konda, Mahabubabad 
District Secretaries Me-
kala Ravi, Karre Bik-
shapati, B Vijaya Sarathi, 
District Assistant Sec-
retary Maddela Yellesh, 
State Committee Mem-
bers Adari Srinivas, 
Marupaka Anil Kumar, 
and Bashaboina Santosh 

Significant decline in farmers suicides in 
Telangana: Centre tells Rajya Sabha

Hyderabad:: The Cen-
tre on Friday admitted 
that the farmers’ suicides 
have declined significant-
ly in Telangana from 846 
in 2017 to 352 in 2021. 
This was being attributed 
to various initiatives tak-
en by the State govern-
ment, while the farmers 
suicides in the BJP-ruled 
States of Maharashtra on 
the rise and Karnataka 
showing no significant 
change. BRS raises Ada-
ni issue in Parliament for 
second day Lok Sabha 
adjourned amid Oppn’s 
protests over Adani issue 
In response to a ques-
tion by MP Narain Dass 
Gupta in the Rajya Sabha 
on Friday, Agriculture 
Minister Narendra Singh 

Tomar tabled details 
pertaining to the farm-
ers’ suicides in different 
States since 2017. As per 
the National Crime Re-
cords Bureau data, Telan-
gana witnessed suicides 

of 846 farmers/cultiva-
tors in 2017 and eventu-
ally came down to 352 in 
2021. The Centre’s state-
ment gains significance 
amidst the allegations be-
ing levelled by the Oppo-

sition parties over rising 
number of farmers’ sui-
cides in the State. React-
ing to the announcement, 
Agriculture Minister S 
Niranjan Reddy hoped 
that the Opposition par-

ties especially the BJP 
would stop the spread-
ing rumours and false 
accusations against the 
State government over 
farmers suicides. Mean-
while, Maharashtra and 
Karnataka continue to 
witness the highest num-
ber of farmers’ suicides 
over the last four years. 
During the correspond-
ing period, the farmers’ 
suicides increased from 
2,426 in 2017 to 2,640 
in 2021 in Maharashtra. 
There was a marginal 
increase in farmers’ sui-
cides in Karnataka from 
1,157 in 2017 to 1,170 in 
2021. In Andhra Pradesh, 
the farmers’ suicides rose 
from 375 in 2017 to 481 
in 2021.

Harish Rao to present Telangana 
budget in Assembly on Monday

Hyderabad: Finance 
Minister T Harish Rao 
will present the State 
budget for the financial 
year of 2023-24 in the 
State Assembly on Mon-
day. The discussion on 
the budget and demands 
will be taken up com-
mencing from February 
8. Soon after the Gover-
nor’s address on the first 
day of the budget session, 
the Business Advisory 
Committee meeting was 

convened by the Speaker 
Pocharam Srinivas Red-
dy on Friday to discuss 
the proceedings of the 
session. Accordingly, a 
discussion on the Motion 
of Thanks for the Gover-
nor’s speech will be tak-
en up on Saturday. There 
will be no session on 
February 5 and February 
7, considering the budget 
presentation on Febru-
ary 6 i.e Monday. The 
meeting was attended by 

Deputy Speaker T Padma 
Rao, Ministers T Harish 
Rao, Vemula Prashanth 
Reddy, Koppula Eesh-
war, S Niranjan Reddy, 
Gangula Kamalakar and 
Government Whip D 
Vinay Bhaskar and Con-
gress floor leader Mallu 
Bhatti Vikramarka. On 
the occasion, Bhatti Vi-
kramarka demanded that 
the session be conducted 
for more days to discuss 
various people’s issues in 
detail. The Speaker said 
the BAC will meet again 
on February 8 and decide 
over further extension of 
the session. He assured 
to give adequate time to 
the opposition parties to 
raise people’s issues. The 
AIMIM floor leader Ak-
baruddin Owaisi.

Rachakonda CP reviews security 
arrangements for Keesaragutta

Hyderabad: In view of 
Keesaragutta Shivaratri 
Brahmotsavam-2023, 
Rachakonda Police Com-
missioner D.S. Chauhan 
reviewed the security ar-
rangements at the temple 
on Friday. Special pre-
cautions were being tak-
en for women devotees, 
children and the elderly. 
In case of emergency, 
an ambulance has been 
made available along 
with a team of doctors for 
the convenience of peo-
ple.The Commissioner 
directed officials to make 
proper arrangements for 

regular parking of large 
number of vehicles. She 
Team personnel will 
also be present to keep a 
watch on mischief mon-
gers at the temple prem-
ises. Malkajgiri DCP 
D.Janaki and other of-
ficials were present dur-

ing the review. Inspected: 
Meanwhile, Chauhan 
visited the Ghatkesar and 
Keesara police stations 
and inspected the perfor-
mance of the staff. He 
advised them to be polite 
and friendly with the vic-
tims.

IIT-Hyderabad scientists set up Raindrop Research 
Facility to forecast rain, weather more accurately

Sangareddy: Scientists at 
the IIT-Hyderabad has set 
up a Raindrop Research 
Facility (RRF) to predict 
accurate rainfall in India 
and across the world. 
One of the major limita-
tions in rainfall modeling 
so far has been lack of 
fundamental knowledge 
of the microphysical pro-
cesses like coalescence, 
breakup, and phase 
change in the actual at-
mospheric conditions. 
ALSO READ TiHAN at 
IIT Hyderabad invites ap-
plications for Junior Offi-

cer (HR) IIT Hyderabad 
scientists within ‘InPTA’ 
paving way to charting 
Interstellar Weather The 
temperature could vary 
from -10 degrees C to 
40 degrees C and rela-
tive humidity could be 
maintained from zero 
to saturation level, thus 
mimicking the dynamic 
atmospheric conditions 
from cloud to ground and 
estimate the shape and 
size distributions of rain-
drops at various altitudes, 
according to RF Lead re-
searcher Prof Kirti Sahu. 

He said this would help 
them model the rainfall 
prediction more accurate-
ly. “We use cutting-edge 
machine learning-based 

digital in-line holography 
technology to predict the 
raindrop size distribution. 
This methodology is a far 
better choice than the oth-

er measurement methods 
now in use”, Prof Sahu 
said. NITI Aayog mem-
ber VK Saraswat who in-
augurated the RRF, said 
it was one of its kind of 
facilities in India, that 
will help understand the 
processes involved in the 
formation of raindrops, 
followed by its impact on 
the environment, and cli-
mate change. The NITI 
Ayaog member said it 
will be useful in the pre-
diction of weather. “This 
kind of research was ini-
tially done.

Harish Rao to Present Telangana Budget 2023 on Feb 8
The State budget for the 
financial year 2023–2024 
will be presented in the 
State Assembly on Mon-
day by Finance Minister T 
Harish Rao. Beginning on 
February 8, debate of the 
budget and demands will 
be held. The Business Ad-
visory Committee meet-
ing was called by Speaker 
Pocharam Srinivas Reddy 
on Friday shortly after the 
Governor’s speech on the 
first day of the budget ses-
sion to go through the pro-
ceedings. So, on Saturday, 

a discussion of the Motion 
of Thanks for the Gover-
nor’s remarks will be held. 
In light of the budget an-
nouncement on February 
6 (Monday), there won’t be 
a session on February 5 or 
February 7. Deputy Speak-
er T. Padma Rao, Minis-
ters T. Harish Rao, Vemula 
Prashanth Reddy, Koppula 
Eeshwar, S. Niranjan Red-
dy, Gangula Kamalakar, 
Government Whip D. Vi-
nay Bhaskar, and Congress 
floor leader Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka were present 

during the meeting. Bhatti 
Vikramarka urged that the 
session be extended for 
another two days in or-
der to thoroughly explore 
various people’s issues. 
The Speaker stated that 
the BAC will reconvene 
on February 8 to decide 
whether to extend the ses-
sion further. He promised 
to allow opposition parties 
enough time to express 
people’s concerns. Akba-
ruddin Owaisi, the AIMIM 
floor leader, submitted a 
letter to the Speaker re-

questing that the session 
be held for 25 days on vari-
ous matters of public con-
cern. Meanwhile, the BAC 
of the State Legislative 
Council was held, presided 
over by Chairman Gutha 
Sukhender Reddy, and 
would conduct business 
in the same manner as the 
Assembly. The Central gov-
ernment has allocated Rs 
4,418 crore for various rail-
way projects in Telangana 
for the fiscal year 2023-
24 as against Rs 3,048 
crore in 2022-23 which 

is 45 percent more than 
last year. Whereas, South 
Central Railway (SCR) has 
been sanctioned a gross 
amount of Rs. 13,786.19 
crore for the year 2023-24 
compared to Rs. 8,349.75 
crore for the year 2022-23, 
nearly 65 percent increase 
over last year. SCR General 
Manager Arun Kumar Jain 
stated that there has been 
a consistent increase in the 
funds allocation to Telan-
gana in successive bud-
gets in recent times. Giving 
details of the budgetary al-

locations of the important 
ongoing New Line Projects 
in Telangana under the 
SCR jurisdiction , Jain stat-
ed that Rs. 345 crore was 
allotted for Munirabad–
Mahabubnagar railway 
line, Rs. 185 crore was al-
lotted for Manoharabad–
Kothapalli line and Rs. 10 
crore has been allotted for 
Manuguru – Ramagundam 
line. He further stated that 
Rs. 600 crore was allotted 
for MMTS Phase II project 
doubling and electrifica-
tion.
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Integrated Collectorate Complex building construction work should be 
completed quickly : Nirmal District Collector  Varun Reddy 

Nirmal, February, 04, (M.A. 
Waseem, Staff Reporter) 
To speedily complete and 
prepare the construction 
works of the Integrated 
Collectorate building com-
plex, District Collector and 
Administrator K. Varun 
Reddy along with Addi-
tional Collector Rambabu 
inspected the construction 
works of integrated col-
lectorate complex build-
ing being constructed in 
the district headquarters. 
He said that flower plants 
should be planted in the 
blocks to provide a pleas-
ant environment to the 
people, and steps should 

be taken to preserve the 
flowers and fruit plants in 

the premises of the build-
ing so that the collectorate 

building should be full of 
greenery and appear col-
orful.  He said that civil, 
grounding, compound 
wall and lift works should 
be completed,  the con-
struction of roads work 
also should be completed,  
pipelines should be ar-
ranged to provide drinking 
water to all the rooms in 
the building, toilets should 
be set up and all the 
pending works should be 
completed and prepared 
quickly.  The Collector in-
spected new integrated 
Collectorate complex 
building rooms and the 
construction works be-

ing set up in the prem-
ises thoroughly and he in-
quired the details from the 
officials. Later in Bangalpet 
and Naganaipet area the 
district collector inspected 
the double bedroom hous-
es and ordered to com-
plete the pending works 
by March 01. Along with 
District Collector and Ad-
ministrator. D.R.O. Lokesh, 
R.D.O.  Srawanti, Executive 
Engineer R&B Ashok, Exec-
utive Engineer Panchayat 
Raj, Shankaraiah, District 
Cooperative Officer  Srini-
vas, Horticulture Shyam 
Rao Rathore, and others 
were present.

Man Arrested For Murder, Months After 
Supreme Court Freed Him In Rape Case

New Delhi: A man who 
was freed by the Supreme 
Court in a rape-murder 
case nearly three months 
ago has been arrested 
again for allegedly killing 

an auto driver in Delhi. 
Vinod was among three 
men sentenced to death for 
the rape, torture and kill-
ing of a 19-year-old wom-
an in 2012, but was freed 

by the Supreme Court in 
November last year. The 
court said the prosecution 
“failed to prove their case” 
against the men and gave 
them “the benefit of the 
doubt”. He and his accom-
plice killed the auto driver 
after trying to rob him in 
Dwarka Sector-13 on Janu-
ary 26. The accused first 
sat in his auto and then 
slit his throat, said police. 
Police first arrested Pawan, 
the accomplice, after scan-
ning the security footage 
around the area. Pawan’s 
questioning led them to 
Vinod. “Pawan said he did 
not know that Vinod was 
an accused in the Chhawla 
gang-rape case,” the police 
said. Vinod was arrested on TNGOU unit Armoor unanimously elects body members : 

DLSA Secretary visited Indore Cancer Hospital  : 
Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : Nizam-
abad February 04 ; Seva-
dikara Sanstha Nizamabad 
Sedatum and Senior Civil 
Judge Smt.  Padmavati 
addressed the cancer pa-
tients as the chief guest at 
the program held at Indore 
Cancer Hospital in Nizam-
abad town.  Doctors ex-
plained the types of cancer 
and how to detect cancer.  
Secretary were distributed 
Fruits to the patients, and   
also, the doctor visited the 
hospital departments and 
explained how it works.  

All villages should be clean, special attention should be paid 
to sanitation, dirt should be removed from roads, tax should be 

collected at 100%: District Collector Varun Reddy 

Youth Arrested For Abducting, Raping 17-Year-Old Girl
She told police that she was abducted by the accused and taken to Hyderabad in Telangana and Bhagalpur in Bihar, 

where he raped her for two months. She has been sent to the district hospital for a medical examination, he said.
A youth was arrested here 
for allegedly abducting a 
17-year-old girl and raping 
her for two months, police 
said on Saturday. The ac-
cused, Paras Chaudhary 
(19), a resident of Bihar, 
was arrested on Friday, 
they said. The girl was ab-
ducted by Chaudhary from 
a village under Bairia police 
station area here on No-
vember 15 last year. Based 

on a complaint lodged by 
the girl’s father, a case was 
registered in the matter, 
the police said. The girl was 
found at Suraimanpur rail-
way station here on Thurs-
day, Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police Mohammad 
Usman said. She told po-
lice that she was abducted 
by the accused and taken 
to Hyderabad in Telangana 
and Bhagalpur in Bihar, 

where he raped her for 
two months. She has been 
sent to the district hospi-
tal for a medical examina-
tion, he said. Chaudhary 
was arrested on Friday. 
The charge of rape and 
other relevant charges un-
der the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act have been 
added to the FIR registered 
in the case.

Nizamabad CP Nagaraju starts 
first “IRAD” in Telangana State : 

Indian Horizon Bureau 
Chief M.A.Samad : Nizam-
abad February 04 ; “IRAD”* 
project brought by the 
central government to 
prevent road accidents 
today.  Under the jurisdic-
tion of Nizamabad Police 
Commissionerate, Police 
Department, Transport 
Department, R&B Depart-
ment, Medical Depart-
ment, NIC Department 
jointly organized this 
“IRAD” program at Police 
Camp Office by Nizamabad 

Police Commissioner K.R.  
Nagaraju. On this occasion, 
Police Commissioner said 
that the manner of road 
accidents in Nizamabad, 

Armoor, Bodhan Division 
under Nizamabad Police 
Commissionerate and the 
methods and measures to 
be taken to prevent them 
were informed by the rel-
evant departments which 
can be uploaded in “IRAD” 
app.  He informed that it 
is highly commendable 
to start this program from 
Nizamabad in Telangana 
state. In this inaugural pro-
gram Nizamabad Police 
Commissioner K.R.  Naga-
raju.

Telangana State Waqf Board  
Chairman visited Nizamabad : 

Telangana State Waqf 
Board  Chairman vis-
ited Nizamabad : Indian 
Horizon Bureau Chief 
M.A.Samad : Nizamabad 
February 04 ; Telangana 
State Waqf Board Chair-
man Masihullah Khan re-
ceived a grand welcome 
on his first time arrival in 
the Nizamabad. The MIM  
incharge corporator divi-
sion No 59 Rafat Moham-
mad Khan informed about 
the problems of mosques, 
cemeteries and complex-
es The State Waqf Board 
wanted to solve other is-
sues besides the payment 

of salaries and also said 
that in this regard, Masi-
hullah Khan Waqf Board 
Chairman has committed 
to solve the problems im-
mediately while explain-
ing the details. Waqf board 
chairman Masiullah Khan 
visited Nizamabad for the 
first time after assuming 
the office , Senior incharge 
corporator division 59 Ra-
fat Khan  and his only son 
Sarfraz Khan gave a grand 
welcome at their residence 
Quilla Road. On the above 
occasion, Rafat Moham-
mad Khan, Nusrat Khan, 
Sarfraz Khan.

Fortis Healthcare Launches Helpline To Provide 
Psychological Support To Cancer Patients, Caregivers

A nationwide helpline to 
provide psychological sup-
port to cancer patients and 
their family members has 
been launched by a lead-
ing private hospital. The 
helpline -- 8586091051 
-- will help families cope 
with the emotional dis-
tress experienced in their 
fight against cancer, the 
healthcare group said in 
a statement on Friday. A 
team of mental health ex-

perts as part of a psycho-
oncology programme of 
Fortis Mental Health and 
Behavioral Sciences will be 
available to provide help to 
those reaching out on the 
helpline number, the Fortis 
Cancer Institute said. Can-
cer needs long-term treat-
ment, right from diagnosis 
to therapy and rehabilita-
tion. Besides the physical 
distress associated with 
cancer and its treatment, 

it can significantly impact 
emotional well-being, with 
patients and care-givers 
experiencing fear, anxiety, 
low moods, adjustment 
difficulties and lifestyle 
changes. What is required 
at this time is psycho-social 
support to help families to 
build resilience to fight this 
disease together, and this 
is the very purpose behind 
the launch of the National 
Cancer Support.

Nirmal, February, 04, 
(M.A.Waseem, Staff Re-
porter) District Collec-
tor K.Varun Reddy held a 
review meeting on Rural 
Development with the 
concerned officials at 
the District Collectorate 
meeting hall on Saturday 
on village development 
works, village panchayat 
development works, tax 
collection, Brihat Palle 
Nature Forests, Village Na-

ture Forests, Telangana 
sports grounds, nurseries, 
segregation sheds etc. On 
this occasion, the district 
collector introduced all 
the officers and spoke. 
He said that every village 
should be clean and green, 
weeds should be removed 
and cleanliness should be 
maintained so that all the 
villages should look green, 
He said that wet and dry 
garbage should be sepa-

rated through segrega-
tion sheds and fertilizers 
should be made from wet 
garbage.  He said to gener-
ate income with it. He said 
that steps should be taken 
to set up solar panels in 
every village. He said that 
garbage, dust and plastic 
on the roads in every GP 
should not be neglected, 
especially the roads should 
be kept clean without 
mud, MPDO, MPO, APO 

should visit the villages ev-
ery morning to find out the 
problems in the villages, 
and also monitor the de-
velopment schemes on a 
daily basis and see that MB 
records are not pending. 
He ordered to all officials 
that they should support 
the development of villag-
es. District Collector also  
ordered that two mandals 
would be visited daily and 
all the details .

All set for BRS meeting in Nanded 
 All roads are towards Nanded city, Nanded turned in a pink city, CM., KCR. Public meeting today 

Nirmal/Nanded, February, 
04, (M.A.Waseem, Staff Re-
porter) Nanded town is all 
set for BRS public meeting. 
The venue of the hall was 
beautifully decorated by 
Sarvanga.  Along with the 
town of Nanded, the en-
tire area has turned pink 
for kilometers in the four 
directions.  Huge hoard-
ings, balloons and stick-
ers arranged in a row are 
impressing everyone. All 
necessary arrangements 
have been completed for 
the BRS public meeting to 
be held in Nanded, Maha-
rashtra on Sunday, 05, Feb-
ruary. BRS national party 
president, CM., KCR., will 
attend the meeting as the 
chief guest.  After the trans-
formation of BRS party, 
as it was the first meeting 
to be held at the national 
level, the arrangements 
were made in a prestigious 
manner.  Minister of Forest, 

Environment, Law,  Endow-
ments, Science and Tech-
nology Allola Indrakaran 
Reddy, Government Whip 
Balka Suman, MLAs Jogu 
Ramanna, Shakeel Aamer, 
TSIIC Chairman Gyadari 
Balamallu, Civil Supplies 
Corporation Chairman 
Undi Ravinder Singh and 
other leaders are spend-
ing full time since few days 
for the arrangements of 
this public meeting. Min-
ister Indrakaran Reddy has 
been staying in Nanded for 
the last week and coordi-
nating with other leaders... 
all of them are busy in the 
arrangements of the CM., 
KCR., Sabha.  While look-
ing at the arrangements of 
the meeting, they are visit-
ing the villages widely and 
meeting the Sarpanchs, 
other local public repre-
sentatives and celebrities 
from various fields and are 
working tirelessly for the 

success of the meeting.  
Minister Indrakaran Reddy 
is explaining the develop-
ment and welfare schemes 
being implemented in the 
state of Telangana under 
the leadership of Chief 
Minister K. Chandrashek-
har Rao, while greeting the 
old men, women, farm-
ers and youth in Maratha 
streets. CM., KCR., is in-
forming about the efforts 
being made for alternative 
politics to bring a quali-
tative change in national 
politics for the progress 
of the country.  Informing 
the need for expansion of 
BRS.... Requesting them to 
support BRS. On the other 
hand, in the neighbor-
ing state of Maharashtra, 
it is expected that a large 
number of party ranks and 
fans will be able to attend 
the meeting to be held in 
Nanded district headquar-
ters near the border of 

Telangana state.  A large 
number of people from 
all the villages of Nanded 
South & North, Bhokar, 
Naigam, Mukhed, Degloor, 
Loha Constituencies, Kin-
wat, Dharmabad Towns, 
Mudked, Naigam, Biloli, 
Umri, Himayat Nagar, etc. 
mandals of Nanded dis-
trict are making necessary 
preparations for the com-
ing days.  Apart from that, 
there is a possibility of BRS 
party leaders and ranks 
coming to the assembly 
from Nanded district bor-
der Telangana constituen-
cies like Adilabad, Both, 
Mudhol, Bodhan, Jukkal as 
well as Nirmal and Nizam-
abad constituencies. Min-
ister Indrakaran Reddy 
inspected the assembly 
premises Minister Indra-
karan Reddy stated that 
all the arrangements have 
been completed.

Indian Horizon Bureau Chief 
M.A.Samad : Nizamabad 
February 04 ; Today under 
the chairmanship of TNGO’s 
Armoor Unit President Gan-
ga Kishan, Armoor TNGO, 
District Chairman of Honor-
ary Employees JAC Aluka 
Kishan as the Chief Guest, 
TNGO’s Armoor Unit Gener-
al Meeting was held and ad-
dressing the meeting, Chair-
man Honorable said... For 
the year 2023-  TNGO’s Dis-
trict Vice President Shekhar 
was appointed as Election 
Officer, T.Dinesh Babu as As-
sistant Election Officer, and 
MD.Zakir Hussain as Assis-
tants, Constitutionally after 
the end of the nomination 

festival, all the posts were filed as 
set nominations were unanimous, 
Armoor Unit President Shikari Raju 
Revenue Dept. Govardhan Agricul-
ture Dept as Treasurer Rajeshwar 
Treasury Dept as Associate Presi-
dents.  Md. Iqbal congratulated the 
team of newly elected president 
secretaries and district secretaries of 
TNGO’s as members of the Executive 
Committee and stressed that they 
have continuously mobilized for the 
rights of employees by attending 
the programs organized by TNGO’s.  
TNGOU Nizambad Urban President 
Suman Kumar, District Executive 
Members Pola Srinivas, Prakash, 
Uma Kiran and a large number of 
employees were participated .
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‘Dissent an extension of fundamental rights’: Delhi court 
discharges Sharjeel Imam, 10 others in 2019 Jamia violence case

Delhi Feb04:Stressing on 
the fact that “dissent was 
an extension of funda-
mental right to freedom of 
speech”, a Delhi court dis-
charged JNU student Shar-
jeel Imam and 10 others in 
connection with the vio-
lence that broke out near 
Jamia Millia Islamia Uni-
versity in 2019, observing 
that the police managed 
to rope in the accused 
persons as “scapegoats”.
Additional Sessions Judge 
Arul Varma at Saket district 
court discharged Imam, 
student activists Asif Iqbal 
Tanha and Safoora Zargar, 
and eight others who were 
mainly students. One ac-
cused was charged in the 

case.The judge said that 
“it would be pertinent to 
underscore that dissent is 
nothing but an extension 
of the invaluable funda-
mental right to Freedom 
of Speech and Expression 
contained in Article 19 of 
the Constitution of India, 

subject to the restrictions 
contained. It is therefore a 
right which we are sworn 
to uphold.” When some-
thing is repugnant to our 
conscience, we refuse to 
obey it. This disobedience 
is constituted by duty. It be-
comes our duty to disobey 

anything that is repug-
nant to our conscience,” 
the court said.The ASJ 
also quoted Chief Justice 
of India Justice D Y Chan-
drachud’s recent observa-
tions that “The destruction 
of spaces for questioning 
and dissent destroys the 
basis of all growth – po-
litical, economic, cultural 
and social. In this sense, 
dissent is a safety valve of 
democracy.”Talking about 
the CJI’s observations, the 
court said, “The subtext is 
explicit i.e. dissent has to 
be encouraged not stifled. 
However, the caveat is that 
the dissent should be abso-
lutely peaceful, and should 
not degenerate into vio-

lence.” The judge noted 
that the prosecution has 
“ex facie been launched in 
a perfunctory and cava-
lier fashion” against the 
accused persons, barring 
the sole accused who was 
chargesheeted in this case.
ASJ Varma said that to al-
low the accused persons 
to “undergo the rigmarole 
of a long-drawn trial, does 
not augur well for the crim-
inal justice system of our 
country”. “Furthermore, 
such a police action is 
detrimental to the liberty 
of citizens who choose to 
exercise their fundamental 
right to peacefully assem-
ble and protest,” the court 
said.It stressed.

Delhi Feb04: Several BJP 
leaders were briefly placed 
under preventive deten-
tion after they confronted 
police outside the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) head-
quarters in Delhi Saturday 
demanding Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal’s resigna-
tion. The confrontation 
came after a chargesheet 
was filed by the Enforce-
ment Directorate in the al-
leged liquor scam. The BJP 
leaders demanded that Ke-
jriwal quit from his post on 
moral grounds like former 
BJP chief minister Madan 
Lal Khurana.Led by Delhi 
BJP working president Vi-
rendra Sachdeva and Lead-
er of Opposition in the Del-
hi Assembly Ramvir Singh 
Bidhuri, several other party 

leaders were also part of 
the protest. Several leaders 
were detained after they 
attempted to breach bar-

ricades set up by the police 
near the perimeter of the 
AAP headquarters. They 
were taken into custody at 

the IP Estate police station 
and released later. We have 
been saying since the be-

ginning that he is involved 
and now Arvind Kejriwal’s 
name has appeared in the 
ED chargesheet which vin-
dicates our point,” Sachde-
va said. “Those who have 
been caught so far in the 
case have admitted that 
meetings regarding the 
scam used to take place 
at Kejriwal’s residence and 
that the main protagonist 
in it was Manish Sisodia,” 
he alleged. Sachdeva de-
manded that Kejriwal, in 
the interest of morality, 
step down from his post 
like former BJP chief minis-
ter Madan Lal Khurana did 
after his name emerged in 
relation to an alleged scam 
in 1995. Khurana was ex-
onerated later.

Stopped from taking flyover, man returns with associates, 
assaults 5 construction workers in Gurgaon

Delhi Feb04: Five construc-
tion workers, including the 
foreman of a construction 
company working on a 
Dwarka expressway fly-
over, were allegedly beat-
en up by at least ten men 
after the workers stopped 
a car driver from taking the 
flyover in Gurgaon, police 
said. Six men have been ar-
rested in connection with 
the incident.According to 
the police, the incident 
took place on February 1 
at Garhi Harsaru Chowk in 
the Sector 10 area. In his 
police complaint, foreman 
Surjit Singh said he was 

working on the stretch 
along with some labour-
ers. “Around 4.15, a man 
in a car tried to get on the 

under-construction flyover 
and when he was stopped 
by a security guard, he got 
angry and slapped the 

guard. An official from our 
safety department inter-
vened, but the car driver 
started assaulting him too. 
Some of the labourers ran 
away. A liaisoning officer of 
our company then arrived, 
but the car driver contin-
ued to argue with him and 
he left after some time. We 
resumed the work,” the 
complainant said in the 
FIR.He added that after 45 
minutes, the accused car 
driver returned along with 
at least 10-12 men in three 
cars. “They all had sticks, 
rods and sharp-edged 
weapons, and attacked 

us. They hit me with a rod 
and I suffered injuries on 
multiple parts of the body. 
After assaulting us, the ac-
cused escaped in cars be-
fore threatening to kill us if 
they are stopped from tak-
ing the flyover in future,” 
he said in the FIR. Inves-
tigators said five workers 
suffered injuries and were 
rushed to a hospital in 
Gadoli. “Six accused have 
been arrested in the case. 
Other accused are yet to 
be identified. A probe has 
been initiated,” said a po-
lice officer.

Doctors at Delhi’s Hindu Rao, Rajan Babu hospitals to 
go on pen-down strike from Monday

Delhi Feb04: After doc-
tors at the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi’s (MCD) 
Kasturba Hospital issued a 
strike warning over pend-
ing salaries since October 
2022, doctors at Hindu Rao 
and Rajan Babu hospitals 
have announced that they 
will go on a pen-down 
strike from February 6, 
Monday, over unpaid dues 
and other longstanding is-
sues.The resident doctors’ 
association at both hospi-
tals wrote letters to their 
respective medical super-
intendent.

 and medical director stat-
ing that they were finding 
it hard to pay the house 
rent, monthly loan instal-
ments and mortgages 
due to non-payment of 

salaries.“Like any other 
human, we also feel hu-
miliation when asking our 
retired parents and friends 
for money, despite already 
working in a reputed 

teaching hospital which 
is supposed to pay for the 
hard work we do here, day 
in and day out. Many of us 
are sole income earners in 
our families with many de-
pendents,” the letters said. 
Further, they pointed out 
that due to low bank bal-
ance, some of them were 
not only losing out on in-
terest, but were also fined 
for negative balance. Be-
sides the delayed salary, 
anxiety over job insecurity 
was also taking a toll be-
cause many are on 44-day 
contracts. “We live in con-

stant fear of losing our job 
every 45th day. Contract/
ad hoc culture is intention-
ally designed to deprive 
workers of benefits and 
perks that come with reg-
ular/permanent employ-
ment,” the letter added. 
Resident doctors at Kas-
turba Hospital had written 
to the medical superinten-
dent on February 1 stating 
that if their salary was not 
disbursed in two days, they 
would go on a strike from 
Saturday. The doctors said 
they have not been paid 
salaries since November 

Man who contested 2020 election against Arvind Kejriwal to lead 
protest against AAP government’s ‘marginalisation’ of OBCs

Delhi Feb04: The AAP Delhi government has been victim-
ising the OBC community for the last eight years by not 
allowing the issuance of caste certificates since it came 
to power, Delhi BJP leader Sunil Yadav has alleged.Con-
vener of the OBC Sangharsh Sanyukt Committee, Yadav, 
who took on Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal on the latter’s 
home turf in New Delhi in the 2020 Assembly elections, 
alleged that the community was also being deprived of 
the benefit of central schemes as a result.At the core of 
the issue is the requirement of residence proof for an OBC 
citizen residing in Delhi prior to the year 1993. Yadav said 
the AAP had proposed to do away with this condition in 
its manifesto but was yet to deliver on it and had been 
“using the community only as a votebank”. “The Delhi 
government is not allowing OBC certificates to be made. 

On February 5, all the deprived 
sections of the OBC commu-
nity living in Delhi will protest 
strongly against the Delhi gov-
ernment,” Yadav said. Delhi is 
the capital of the country. Here, 
people of different castes from 
different states of the country 
come and settle from time to 
time due to their employment 
or any other reason. About 60 
per cent of Delhi’s population 
belongs to the OBC commu-
nity, but Kejriwal has done.

36th Surajkund Mela inaugurated | India has 
never believed in expansionism: Dhankhar

Delhi Feb04: IN ITS history 
of thousands of years, India 
has never believed in ex-
pansionism, said Vice Pres-
ident Jagdeep Dhankhar, 
while inaugurating the 
36th international Sura-
jkund Mela in Faridabad 
Friday evening.“…India 
has sent its culture and tal-
ent abroad and outside to 
the world, but our vision-
ary Prime Minister’s first 
statement to the world 
was that ‘this is not an age 
of expansionism’. That was 
a great message to the 
world at large… that if we 
have to be stable, peace-
ful and work in tandem 
and togetherness… it is 
not expansionism. Hamare 

hazaron saalon ka itihaas 
kya kehta hai? [What does 
thousands of years of our 
history tell us?] India has 
never believed in expan-
sionism,” said Dhankhar. 
“Aur haal hi mein ek doos-

ra byan jo diya gya hai 
[another statement that 
has come out recently]…
‘War is not a solution to 
any problem’. Yudh se koi 
masle hal nahi hote hein, 
baat cheet hi ek maad-
hyam hai. [War does not 
solve any problems, dia-
logue is the only medium]. 
India’s economic power is 
so strong…one just needs 
to look around at the cir-
cumstances in our neigh-
bourhood,” he added. The 
Vice President said that 
Indian economy had be-
come the fastest growing 
among major economies 
globally and that artisans 
and craftsmen had made 
significant contributions 
in this regard. “The world’s 
largest institutions are say-
ing that India is the bright-
est spot of opportunity 
and investment. Amongst 
the major economies of 
the world, we are the fast-
est growing and this is hap-
pening during challenging 
times. It is also due to the 
contribution of artisans 
that a few months ago, In-
dia, which was at number 
10 in the global economy, 
it is now at number 5 and it 
has replaced United King-
dom, who ruled over us 
for long. For the first time, 
we are seeing an India 
whose rise is unstoppable,” 
said Dhankhar.He said the 
highlight of the Surajkund 
Mela is the participation 
of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) coun-
tries. “India at the moment 
has assumed presidency 
of SCO and G20. This is a 
historic moment for the 
country and a unique op-
portunity to showcase In-
dia particularly its culture, 
in which this fair will play 
a significant role,” he said. 
Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar said 
the state government has 
made dedicated efforts to 
promote tourism.

Liquor scam case Three held for pilfering 
smartphones from cargo 

consignments headed to Delhi airport
Delhi Feb04: The Delhi Po-
lice has arrested three peo-
ple for allegedly pilfering 
high-end mobile phones 
from consignments on 
their way to the Indira 
Gandhi International (IGI) 
Airport’s cargo, officials 
said.Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (IGI) Ravi Kumar 
Singh said several e-FIRs 
were lodged at IGI Airport 
Police Station in January 
and February on a com-
plaint from Jaswant Singh 
of Chabbra Export House. 
Singh alleged that 17 mo-
bile phones were stolen 
from their consignments 
that were to be exported 
to Dubai. “The phones 
were stolen by pilfering the 
consignments when they 
were on their way from 

their warehouse situated 
in Rangpuri to the cargo 
area of IGI Airport,” the DCP 
said.A police team was 
formed and the location of 
the phones was traced to 
Bareilly. The phones were 
in the possession of one 
Sher Singh, who on inter-
rogation revealed that he 
had bought the 17 phones 
at throwaway prices from 
Arun Kumar and Pawan 
Kumar, the police said. 
Sher Singh further said 
that both Arun and Pawan 
used to purchase smart-
phones from drivers of a 
cargo company and identi-
fied them as Satender and 
Manish, the police added. 
After Satender and Manish 
were interrogated.

What Delhi’s revamp for G20 summit will cost

Delhi Feb04: Revamping 
Delhi’s infrastructure along 
the lines of countries like 
the United Kingdom, Sin-
gapore, Indonesia and Ger-
many, that have hosted the 
G20 summit earlier, is set 
to cost around Rs 927.47 
crore.According to officials, 
more than 20 departments 

are working on prepa-
rations for the Summit. 
Key departments like the 
Public Works Department 
(PWD), which looks after 
major roads and flyovers 
in the city, and the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD), which looks after 
sanitation, waste manage-

ment, markets and colony 
roads, have requested for 
the highest amount of 
funds.The largest budget 
requirement of around 
Rs 448.37 crore has been 
mentioned by the PWD, 
which has already started 
beautification work on key 
stretches like the Airport 
road and around Pragati 
Maidan. Other depart-
ments like MCD require Rs 
249.34 crore, I&FC Rs 73.69 
crore and Department of 
Tourism Rs 71.56 crore. Of-
ficials involved in the proj-
ects said the departments 
concerned have been di-
rected to adopt best prac-
tices and examples from 
other countries that have 

Discuss rehabilitation plan for 
Tughlaqabad Fort area residents

Delhi Feb04: The Delhi 
High Court has directed 
the chief secretary, Delhi 
government, to call a 
meeting with other au-
thorities to discuss a com-
prehensive plan for the 
resettlement of the resi-
dents of the Tughlaqabad 
Fort area, who are facing 
eviction pursuant to a de-
molition notice issued by 
the Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASI) last month.A 
single judge bench of Jus-
tice Prathiba Singh in its 
February 1 order directed, 
“Accordingly, let a meeting 
be called by the chief sec-
retary of GNCTD with the 

senior officials from the 
Delhi Development Au-
thority (DDA), Delhi Urban 
Settlement Improvement 
Board (DUSIB), Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD), Archaeological Sur-
vey of India (ASI), Delhi Po-
lice as also the concerned 
district magistrate on 20th 
February, 2023.”“In the said 
meeting, a proper compre-
hensive plan for the reset-
tlement/rehabilitation of 
the residents of Tughlaqa-
bad Fort area be discussed 
and the same be placed on 
record within 4 weeks,” the 
high court said. It further 
directed.

For stamp collectors

Delhi Feb04: India Post 
is set to organise Amrit-
pex-2023, a five-day na-
tional philatelic exhibition, 
from February 11 to 15 fea-
turing stamps and photo-
graphic collections on the 
country’s history and cul-
ture.The exhibition, which 

will be at Pragati Maidan, 
is meant to be part of the 
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahot-
sav’ celebrations. It will be 
based on five themes – 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 
and New India, Yuva Shak-
ti, Nari Shakti, Nature and 
Wildlife.
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Late-Night Inspection At Chennai Firm 
Linked To Vision Loss, Death In US

Chennai: Acting swiftly 
after a Chennai-based 
pharmaceutical com-
pany was flagged by 
US authorities for fa-
tal contamination in a 
line of eye drops, Tamil 
Nadu’s Drug Controller 
and members from the 
Central Drug Control 
Authority conducted a 
late night inspection of 
Global Pharma Health-
care Private Limited. The 
pharma company, locat-
ed about 40 km south of 
Chennai, had voluntarily 
recalled its artificial tears 
lubricant eye drops from 
the US market after the 
country’s health protec-
tion agency said they 
could be contaminated 
with drug-resistant bacte-
ria that have been linked 
to 55 adverse events, in-
cluding permanent vision 
loss and one death from 
a bloodstream infec-
tion. “We have collected 
samples from the batches 
sent to the US, besides 
samples of raw materi-
als used. We are await-

ing unopened samples 
from the US. I’ve filed 
a preliminary report to 
the government,” Dr P 
V Vijayalakshmi, the 
Drug Controller of Tamil 
Nadu, told NDTV. The 
investigation concluded 
at 2 am, and authorities 
have ordered suspension 
of production of oph-
thalmic solutions by the 
manufacturer. Confirm-
ing the plant has valid 

licence for manufacture 
and export of the product, 
Dr Vijayalakshmi added 
that their investigation 
would proceed after they 
receive investigation 
reports from the US of 
the unopened samples, 
which are still awaited. 
“They have only exam-
ined the opened samples 
from hospitals,” she said. 
Global Pharma Health-
care, the drug manufac-

turer at the centre of the 
controversy, has said it’s 
working closely with 
the US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA). 
It has also advised con-
sumers in the US to stop 
using the product, and 
asked those experienc-
ing adverse effects to 
seek medical help imme-
diately, besides report-
ing on a portal it has set 
up or on its telephone 
helplines, the statement 
said. The US Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) is test-
ing unopened bottles of 
EzriCare Artificial Tears 
eye drops, manufac-
tured by Global Pharma 
Healthcare, while FDA 
said it has moved to re-
strict imports of products 
made by the company. 
Earlier, Global Pharma 
Healthcare had issued 
a statement, saying the 
company “is voluntarily 
recalling all lots within 
expiry of their Artifi-
cial Tears Lubricant 
Eye Drops, distributed 

by EzriCare, LLC - and 
Delsam Pharma, to the 
consumer level, due to 
possible contamination”. 
Doctors around the coun-
try have been alerted to 
an unprecedented out-
break of Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa, affecting at 
least 55 people across a 
dozen states, and at least 
one death, CBS News 
reported. So far, at least 
five of the 11 patients 
who have had infections 
directly in their eyes have 
lost their vision, a CDC 
spokesperson was quoted 
as saying by the network. 
Pseudomonas aerugi-
nosa can cause infec-
tions in the blood, lungs, 
or wounds and the germ 
has been proving tougher 
to treat in recent times 
because of antibiotic re-
sistance, Insider.com re-
ported. Post a comment 
The India-made brand of 
eye drops are the latest 
pharmaceutical product 
from the country to land 
under scrutiny after doz-
ens of deaths.

Huge BJP Protest Against Arvind 
Kejriwal Over Delhi Liquor Policy Case

BJP workers clashed 
with the police outside 
the AAP headquarters. 
New Delhi: The BJP 
on Saturday organised 
a huge protest outside 
the Aam Aadmi Party’s 
offices in Delhi, de-
manding Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal’s resig-
nation over allegations 
of corruption linked to 
the now-scrapped liquor 
sales policy. BJP workers 
were seen clashing with 
the police and trying to 
breach the barricades put 
up to control the crowd. 
Others stood with plac-
ards and shouted slogans. 
The BJP has targeted 
the Chief Minister over 
the recently filed second 
charge sheet by the En-
forcement Directorate 
and said it proved that he 
was involved in corrup-
tion. A court on Thurs-
day accepted the supple-
mentary charge sheet 
against five individuals 
and seven companies in 
connection with alleged 
irregularities in the Delhi 
excise policy. The policy 
was withdrawn last year 

by the AAP government 
after a CBI probe was 
ordered by the capital’s 
Lieutenant Governor VK 
Saxena, a representative 
of the BJP-led govern-
ment at the centre. The 
Enforcement Director-
ate, which investigates 
financial crimes, claimed 
that a part of the alleged 
₹ 100 crore “kickbacks” 
earned from the policy 
was used in the AAP’s 
campaign for last year’s 
Goa assembly election. 
Mr Kejriwal has said that 
the case was “fake” and 
aimed to help the BJP - 

which holds sway over 
the central government’s 
investigating agencies 
like the ED - “topple” 
governments. The agen-
cy has also claimed that 
an accused in the alleged 
scam - Aam Aadmi Par-
ty communications in-
charge Vijay Nair -- had 
arranged a FaceTime 
video call from his phone 
between Mr Kejriwal and 
the boss of a liquor firm 
who has been arrested. 
On behalf of AAP lead-
ers, Vijay Nair received 
₹ 100 crore as advance 
for licenses in Delhi.

2-Day Bandh, Emergency Session In Sikkim 
Over Supreme Court’s Remark On Nepalis

Guwahati: After days of 
protest across Sikkim, 

the state government has 
filed a review petition 
in the Supreme Court’s 
for rectification of the 
court’s observation that 
Sikkimese Nepalis were 
people of foreign origin. 
The protesters had set a 
deadline of seven days 
for the state govern-
ment to act. The main 
opposition party, Pawan 
Kumar Chamling’s Sik-
kim Democratic Front 
(SDF), has called for a 
48-hour bandh starting 
today. Chief Minister 
Prem Singh Tamang has 
also called for an emer-
gency session of the As-
sembly on February 9. 
Nepalis are the majority 
community of Sikkim, 
apart from Lepchas and 
Bhutias. Clashes broke 
out between ruling Sik-
kim Krantikari Morcha 

(SKM) and opposition 
SDF cadres in Namchi 
this morning. SKM is cel-
ebrating its 11th founda-
tion day today, amid the 
Sikkim Bandh call. Their 
party cadres were urg-
ing shopkeepers to open 
shops, even though plac-
es like Namchi and Jor-
ethang in South Sikkim 
are observing the shut-
down. Stone were thrown 

at SDF’s party office af-
ter they called for the 
Sikkim Bandh on Febru-
ary 4 and 5. The party has 
alleged that those pelting 
stones on party workers 
and breaking windows of 
the party office are from 
the SKM. There seems 
to be mixed responses to 
the bandh call. While ru-
ral Sikkim is shut, shops 
are being opened in the 

urban areas. Meanwhile, 
senior SKM leaders and 
ministers were seen forc-
ing shop owners to open 
shops. Elsewhere, across 
the state, SKM is cel-
ebrating its 11th founda-
tion day at the constitu-
ency level. There is no 
state level celebration. 
Sikkim Police have de-
ployed one platoon each 
of police force in all six 
districts. Two platoons 
have been deployed 
in Gangtok, including 
an all women platoon, 
along with 15 check post 
personnel. On January 
13, while delivering its 
verdict on the petition 
filed by Association of 
Old Settlers of Sikkim 
(AOSS), demanding ex-
emption of income tax 
for the old settlers who 
had settled in Sikkim be-
fore its merger with India 
on April 26, 1975, the top 

court had observed that 
Sikkimese Nepalis were 
people of foreign origin. 
The Supreme Court also 
exempted old settlers of 
Indian origin from pay-
ing income tax. In its 
judgement, the Supreme 
Court held that the ben-
efit of tax exemption 
provided in Section 10 
(26AAA) of Income Tax 
Act 1961 shall be ex-
tended to all Indian citi-
zens domiciled in Sikkim 
on or before the merger 
date of April 26, 1975. 
The top court added that 
under the Sikkim Income 
Tax Manual, 1948, “all 
persons engaged in busi-
ness were subjected to 
tax irrespective of their 
origin. Therefore, there 
was no difference made 
out between the original 
inhabitants of Sikkim, 
namely, the Bhutia-Lep-
chas.

For The First Ti e, Mumbai Civic Body 
Presents Over 50,000 Crore Budget

Mumbai: The Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC), the richest 
civic body in the country, 
on Saturday presented ₹ 
52,619.07 crore budget for 
the year 2023-24, with the 
budgetary estimates cross-
ing the ₹ 50,000 crore-
mark for the first time. The 
budgetary estimates this 
time are 14.52 per cent 
more than the 2022-23 
amount of ₹ 45,949 crore. 
The BMC administration 
presented the budget to mu-
nicipal commissioner Iqbal 
Singh Chahal, who was ap-
pointed as the civic body’s 

administrator by the state 
government in March last 
year after the five-year term 
of corporators ended. “The 
budget estimates for the fi-
nancial year 2023-24 are 
proposed at ₹ 52,619.07 
crore, which exceeds the 
budget estimates of 2022-
23, that is ₹ 45,949.21 
crore, by 14.52 per cent,” 
the budget document said. 
This is for the first time 
after 1985 that the admin-
istration of the richest mu-
nicipal body in the country 
presented the budget to an 
administrator. Addressing a 
press conference after the 

budget presentation, Chahal 
said, “This is for the first 
time in the history of BMC 
that the budget estimates 
have crossed the ₹ 50,000 
crore-mark.” In the budget, 
the civic administration 
has allocated ₹ 27,247.80 
crore towards capital ex-
penditure and ₹ 25,305.94 
crore towards revenue ex-
penditure. Chahal also said 
that it is for the first time 
that the civic body is going 
to spend 52 per cent of the 
budget estimates on capital 
expenditure and 48 per cent 
on revenue expenditure.As 
per the budget document, 
₹ 3,545 crore have been 
allocated for the ambitious 
Coastal Road project that is 
expected to complete this 
year end, while ₹ 1,060 
crore are earmarked for the 
Goregaon-Mulund Link 
Road, which will reduce 
travel distance between 
Western suburbs of Mum-
bai and Thane city, and ₹ 
2,825 crore for traffic op-
erations and roads.

US Lawmakers Welcome India’s Tariff Cut On Pecan
Washington: A group of in-
fluential lawmakers from 
Georgia on Friday celebrat-
ed the decision of the Indian 
government to reduce tariff 
of US pecan exports by 70 
per cent. The move would 
benefit thousands of farm-
ers and is a big deal for the 
American pecan industry, 
they said. Senator Raphael 
Warnock said he is thrilled 
to see months of advocacy 
on behalf of Georgia pecan 
growers and sellers pay off. 
“Georgia produces nearly a 
third of America’s pecans, 
and this announcement 
from the Indian govern-
ment is welcome news that 

will expand global access to 
Georgia, and further cement 
our state’s status as a prime 
agriculture state,” said the 
Senator who is a member of 
the Senate Agriculture com-
mittee. House Agriculture 
Committee Vice Chair Aus-
tin Scott, Ranking Member 
of the House Agriculture 
Committee David Scott, 
and Ranking Member of 
the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Agricul-
ture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies, 
Sanford D. Bishop, Jr. in a 
joint statement applauded 
the decision of India’s gov-

ernment to reduce tariffs on 
US pecan exports by 70 per 
cent. The decision reflects 
over a decade of biparti-
san, collaborative efforts on 
behalf of America’s pecan 

growers, they said. Geor-
gia is the top pecan pro-
ducing state in the US and 
the local industry is valued 
at USD 250 million. “The 
announcement that India 

will lower the tariffs on US 
pecans by 70 per cent is a 
big deal for Georgia pecan 
growers and the American 
Pecan Industry,” Bishop 
said. “Much of the global 
supply of pecans is grown 
right here in Georgia, and 
I commend India’s deci-
sion to reduce tariffs on our 
pecan exports and allow us 
into their growing market,” 
said Scott. “This is more 
than a win for pecan farm-
ers, this is a win for Geor-
gia, and it couldn’t have 
been done without the hard 
work of my colleagues Rep-
resentatives Sanford Bishop 
and David Scott,” he said.

10 Lakhs Insurance For Tax Payment: 
Maharashtra Village Top Body’s Offer

10 Lakhs Insurance For 
Tax Payment: Maharashtra 
Village Top Body’s Offer 
Latur: In a bid to increase 
revenue, the authorities of 
a village in Maharashtra’s 
Latur district have decided 
to provide accident insur-
ance coverage of ₹ 10 
lakh to those villagers who 
completely pay off their tax 
charged by the local pan-
chayat. This novel decision 
was taken during a gram 
sabha meeting held at Pan-
chincholi village located in 
Nilanga tehsil on Friday. 
Panchincholi sarpanch (vil-
lage head) Geetanjali Ha-
numante presided over the 

meeting, where her prede-
cessor Shrikant Salunkhe 
proposed a resolution that 
personal accident insurance 
cover of ₹ 10 lakh will be 
provided to the villagers on 
100 per cent payment of the 
panchayat tax. His resolu-
tion was welcomed by all 

members and passed unani-
mously. “The population 
of Panchincholi village is 
5,947 and there are around 
930 tax payers. This deci-
sion was taken to motivate 
the villagers towards pay-
ing their taxes,” Salunkhe 
told PTI. 

Govt must step in to help tobacco users
The Constitution asks citi-
zens to develop a scientific 
temper and this could well 
be their greatest contri-
bution to health. The Co-
vid-19 has been an eye-
opener to the importance 
of modern science. Many 
understand diseases better 
and that knowledge helps 
to combat it through vac-

cines, prophylactics and 
medical treatment. That 
same scientific temper is 
lacking when it comes to 
tobacco use. More than a 
third of the Indian male 
population uses tobacco. 
The situation is particularly 
grim in rural India, where 
42 per cent of men use to-
bacco products. It is time 

to employ science to com-
bat death and disease by 
tobacco. The data is culled 
from the National Fam-
ily Health Survey, which 
is an important vehicle to 
understand the status of 
India’s health. The most 
recent one, NFHS-5, was 
carried out in 2019-21. The 
data from the NFHS on the 

consumption of tobacco in 
India has thrown up shock-
ing data. There has been 
a little change in patterns 
of tobacco use amongst 
the Indian population de-
spite advertising ill-effects. 
There are graphic images 
on tobacco pouches and 
cigarette packets yet these 
seem to have little ef-

fect. The data on tobacco 
use also throws up sev-
eral scary observations on 
the smoking population, 
which is quite high. But the 
message is not percolat-
ing down to the smokers, 
particularly in rural areas. 
The study of tobacco con-
sumption also shows that 
the prevalence of smoking 

decreases with increased 
exposure to schooling. 
The NFHS-5 reports that 39 
per cent of men and nine 
per cent of women age 
15 and over currently use 
any tobacco products. This 
percentage is less than re-
ported in the NFHS-4 (con-
ducted in 2015-16) which 
had shown that tobacco 

use amongst 45 per cent 
of men and seven per cent 
of women in the 15-49 age 
group. However, it is far 
from ideal in the modern 
world. Those who smoke 
in a family are not smoking 
alone. The NFHS-5 survey 
revealed that, in 25 per 
cent of Indian households, 
at least one person smokes 

tobacco on a daily basis, 
exposing others to passive 
smoking and its ill-effects. 
This is down a few notches 
from 29 per cent in NFHS-
4. The percentage of men 
aged 15 years and above 
who use any kind of to-
bacco exceeds 40 per cent 
in most parts of Madhya 
Pradesh.
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Foreign Campuses In 
India - Storm In A Teacup
The University Grants 
Commission (UGC) has 
just unleashed another 
round of theatrics. This 
time, it is about new rules 
to enable foreign universi-
ties to set up campuses in 
India. As usual, the grand 
announcement is accom-
panied by numerous half-
truths. Like how Indian 
students have a great ap-
petite for education abroad 
because so many are now 
joining foreign universi-
ties (fact check: “so many” 
is actually very few Indian 
students as only a frac-
tion of students is enter-
ing higher education. They 
are those who can afford 
to satisfy this appetite). 
Then, there are statements 
that suggest how these 
proposed regulations will 
allow Indian students to 
get “foreign qualifications 
at affordable cost”, and 
that this will “internation-
alise the Indian higher ed-
ucation system”. ADVER-
TISING A simple reality 
check will tell us that a vast 
majority of Indian students 
struggle to raise resources 
to be able to study in do-
mestic institutions, includ-
ing many public funded 
ones that have relatively 
low fees or are reasonably 
subsidised. Therefore, this 
“affordable” tag for po-
tential foreign universities 
in India is just plain non-
sense; the obvious fact is 
that the fees and costs for 
studying in these cam-
puses will be high, per-
haps marginally less than 
what they charge in their 
native countries. Real tu-
ition costs are likely to not 
be very different, given 
the cost of establishing a 
full version of a research 
or even a quality teaching 
institution. It is worth pon-
dering why and how poli-
cymakers have all the time 
in the world to spend on 
such elitist concerns rather 
than focusing on repairing 
a badly broken domestic 
higher education system. It 
is ironic that normally, in-
ternationalisation of one’s 
own education system 
should mean we develop 
the systems - and the ex-
cellence - that will attract 
students from other coun-
tries to come to our institu-
tions; the UGC has neatly 
inverted the meaning so 
that now, seeking educa-
tion in foreign institutions 
somehow embellishes our 
own education system as 
international! A glaring 
issue is the freedom and 
autonomy being offered to 
foreign universities while 
our domestic institutions 
stay trapped in a bureau-
cratic morass, with very 
little autonomy - except, 
perhaps, the elite institu-
tions that enjoy it in a lim-
ited measure. Public fund-
ed institutions are treated 
as being under the thumb 
of regulatory bodies like 
the UGC or the All India 
Council for Technical Ed-
ucation (AICTE) in mat-
ters relating to the syllabus 
and often in non-academic 
matters as well. Only a 
slavish, colonial mentality 
can suggest that we turn 
our Indian institutions into 

second class “citizens” by 
promising all kinds of au-
tonomy - operational and 
academic - only to foreign 
universities. This is not the 
way to establish “Make 
in India” institutions. An 
expected - and profound - 
consequence of setting up 
such unequal systems is 
the likely migration of the 
best, most qualified talent 
to the greener pastures of 
the foreign campus that 
offers autonomy, creative 
freedom and of course, 
more money. This would 
imply that a condition for 
“setting up” such foreign 
institutions is a level play-
ing field across the higher 
education landscape by 
strengthening what we 
have and setting our own 
house in order. It should 
also be a matter of com-
mon knowledge, from a 
student’s perspective, that 
a very large majority of 
students go abroad not just 
for the educational experi-
ence, but to find employ-
ment there, and eventually 
to migrate to a more afflu-
ent country. None of these 
objectives are likely to be 
served by a foreign univer-
sity campus in India. Most 
prospective customers of 
these campuses can pos-
sibly also afford the “real 
thing” abroad. Most such 
customers will also be 
aware that the India cam-
pus will be a much “down-
graded” and lean version 
of the real thing. Yet, there 
might be a thin socio-eco-
nomic layer that will not 
be able to provide for these 
extra costs. No institu-
tion of repute - except the 
teaching shop types who 
are unlikely to be in the 
“top 500” - will be inter-
ested in this proposition. 
The government is not 
giving them a land grant or 
any other subsidy to set up 
a campus here. It is hard to 
understand why a Stanford 
or an MIT or a Dartmouth 
will spend so much money 
to set up first-rate labora-
tories, expensive class-
rooms, and a “full” cam-
pus in India. They have 
no dearth of applicants, 
so for them it is just fine 
to continue doing what 
they are doing now. Look 
around the world to see 
how few good institutions 
have campuses abroad, the 
kind that the draft rules 
aim for. Lastly, there are 
forbidding clauses in the 
draft - potentially ripe for 
misuse and bureaucratic 
dadagiri. For example, 
fees must be “reasonable” 
(who decides what is rea-
sonable and how?), quality 
of facilities/faculty must 
be on par with native cam-
puses (again, who assesses 
quality and how?). The 
important thing to note is 
that this enabling ethos 
for foreign universities to 
come in is being created 
via rules and not legisla-
tion. (Some of the good 
private institutions in the 
country have been created 
- e.g. Ashoka - under the 
auspices of state legisla-
tion) This approach is dan-
gerous and creates persis-
tent uncertainty about the 
“permanence” of the rules.

Conspiracies, Nationalism and Delusions: A Bad Fortnight for BJP
This last fortnight has not 
been a good one for the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) or its bhaktiveers, 
even if we discount the 
irony of an autocratic 
despot being invited as 
the chief guest at our 
Republic Day function. 
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verto Player One would 
have expected that the 
wiseacres of the ministry 
of external affairs (MEA) 
would – in between re-
jecting assorted docu-
mentaries and financial 
exposures as conspira-
cies – have advised the 
prime minister that a 
person who tears up his 
own country’s constitu-
tion is not the best choice 
to preside over another 
nation’s commemoration 
of its still intact (though 
fraying at the edges) con-
stitution. But then one 
should expect this from 
our new werewolf war-
rior diplomacy, I guess. 
As they say, a man is 
known by the company 
he keeps. BBC docu-
mentary controversy Of 
greater import, however, 
was the official overkill 
on the BBC’s two-part 
documentary on ‘The 
Modi Question’. Hastily 
putting on his saffron tie 
and without even bother-
ing to see the documen-
tary, the MEA spokesper-
son informed the media 
that it was a “conspiracy” 
against India and indica-
tive of a “colonial mind-
set”. Students gathered 
in JNU to watch banned 
BBC documentary on 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. Photo: Spe-
cial arrangement This is 

what I term a typical lazy 
“Augmentin” response. 
For my more healthy 
readers, Augmentin is a 
broad-spectrum antibi-
otic: when a doctor is too 
lazy or incompetent to 
identify the exact cause 
of your infection, he will 
prescribe a broad-spec-
trum antibiotic, hoping 
that it will work against 
your virus too. It’s like 
a cluster bomb, and of 
late it has become the 
weapon of choice of the 
MEA, led as it is by an-
other (to continue with 
the ordnance phraseol-
ogy) loose canon. Even 
Twitterati will concede 
that the BBC’s credibil-
ity is slightly higher than 
that of our government 
spokespersons, Kangana 
Runout or Amit Malviya. 
It is funded by the British 
taxpayer (the British gov-
ernment is just a conduit, 
though most rashtraveers 
here will miss this fine 
distinction) and its loy-
alty is to the former, not 
the latter. A couple of 
years back it released 
a similar factual docu-
mentary on the Bengal 
famine of 1940, squarely 
holding Churchill and 
the then colonial govern-
ment to account. It never 
let up on Boris Johnson 
as prime minister and 
carried full reports on 
his Partygate shenani-

gans during Covid. It is 
therefore a bit rich when 
our own TV anchors – 
TRPveers – who long ago 
sold their grandmoth-
ers to the highest bid-
der, tell us that the BBC 
is compromised and has 
no credibility. Also read: 
Protest Screenings of 
BBC’s Modi Documen-
tary Continue Despite 
Centre’s Efforts to Ban I 
believe that Swapan Das-
gupta (who used to be a 
journalist in pre-Vedic 
times), and who has been 
given more than his fair 
share of screen space as 
an apologist for the BJP 
in the documentary, is 
the media advisor to the 
prime minister. If so, he 
should be shown the door 
immediately for the gov-
ernment’s decision to ban 
the film on digital plat-
forms, and, as a logical 
follow-up, to use force 
to prevent its viewing in 
public or in university 
campuses. For now, this 
documentary has become 
the second most sought 
after video after Pathaan 
and Deepika Padukone’s 
panties. If Dasgupta had 
not spent all his time de-
fending the indefensible, 
he would perhaps have 
learnt about the Streisand 
effect. It all began when 
in 2003 the California 
Coastal Project Report 
uploaded a picture of the 

coastline in which Bar-
bara Streisand’s Malibu 
mansion was also visible. 
The intention was to de-
velop proper policies for 
combating coastal ero-
sion. But the actress filed 
a suit claiming US$50 
million for invasion of 
privacy. The attendant 
publicity, however, had 
the opposite effect from 
what she had intended: 
where earlier the photo-
graph had only six down-
loads, her action resulted 
in 42,0000 downloads in 
the following months! 
Attempts to suppress or 
hide information only 
ensure wider dissemina-
tion and draw even more 
attention to it. Which 
is what is happening to 
the BBC documentary 
much to the embarrass-
ment of the bhaktiveers. 
Pathaan effect The dou-
ble whammy, based on a 
similar principle playing 
out, was delivered by the 
film Pathaan. It has been 
obvious for some time 
that, for reasons I can-
not fathom, Shah Rukh 
Khan is the right wing’s 
bete noire; maybe there’s 
something here none of 
us is aware of. For he has 
always comported him-
self in public as a gentle-
man, has stayed away 
from politics and has 
been reticent to a fault. I 
suspect that that is what 
angers some people. He 
does not conform to the 
image of the “enemy” 
that these lumpens target, 
and he refuses to endorse 
the politics of the day (as 
most of his peers have 
spinelessly done). But he 
is India’s biggest super-
star and therefore must 
be brought down if only 
to convey that people of 
his community cannot 
be allowed to succeed in 
this new rashtra. Inter-
nationally, Bollywood is 
the preeminent face of 

India’s soft power, from 
the time of Raj Kapoor 
to A.R. Rehman. And 
the face it presents is one 
of joyful cultural diver-
sity, multi-faith, multi-
community, whether it 
be in its content, songs, 
dances, lyricists, direc-
tors, singers or actors. 
This is not acceptable to 
the present dispensation 
and its adherents, which 
desperately wants India 
should be viewed only 
through a single religious 
and cultural prism. And 
since Shah Rukh Khan 
is the recognisable face 
of the other Bollywood 
he has to be brought 
down and “in the dust 
be equal made” with the 
Vivek Agnihotris and 
Akshay Kumars of the 
world. The unconscio-
nable targeting of his son 
in a patently false drug 
case boomeranged on the 
government last year. So 
Pathaan, his first film in 
five years, could not be 
allowed to succeed. Con-
troversies were manufac-
tured, TV debates engi-
neered to build up public 
opinion against it, social 
media was swamped 
with “boycott Pathaan” 
calls, threats were held 
out liberally by petty 
minions of power. But 
the Streisand effect came 
into play again, as it had 
done earlier for Brah-
mashastra too, and Shah 
Rukh’s movie is well on 
its way to becoming our 
own Titanic or Avatar. 
The push-back from Bol-
lywood appears to have 
finally started. Also read: 
Bollywood Is a Major 
Target for Right Wing 
Groups Looking for 
Signs of ‘Hinduphobia’ 
Is the toxic nationalism 
virus becoming weaker, 
like the Covid one, or are 
we developing greater 
immunity to it? Time will 
tell, but these two devel-

opments last fortnight 
are a harbinger of better 
times (which should not 
be confused with “acche 
din“). Adani effect As 
I write this, a triple 
whammy has just been 
delivered by the Hinden-
burg report on the Adani 
conglomerate whose 
valuation has plummet-
ed faster even than the 
moral values of our TV 
anchors. The story is still 
a work in progress but, as 
usual, the “conspiracy” 
and “anti-India” cards 
have been pulled out of 
the deck again to counter 
the report. It didn’t help 
much that the CFO of Ad-
ani Enterprises, in a tele-
vised address on Tues-
day, wrapped himself 
in the national flag and 
compared the carnage of 
his shares to the Jalian-
wala Bagh massacre! 
At least he spoke, even 
though it was burlesque 
at its worst, for there 
has been a resounding 
silence otherwise – not 
even a well-oiled squeak 
out of the finance minis-
try, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), Securities 
and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI), the Stock 
Exchanges or State Bank 
of India (SBI) so far. It’s 
not a question of who 
will blink first (Adani 
has already blinked by 
cancelling his FPO last 
night), the real question 
is: who will speak first? 
For all, I know the facts 
presented in this report or 
in the BBC documentary 
may be wrong (though 
I suspect they are not), 
but surely this great na-
tion cannot be equated to 
two individuals, notwith-
standing their delusions 
of immortality? Not a 
very auspicious begin-
ning to the Amritkal.

UGC Rules for Foreign Universities Promise ‘Full 
Autonomy’. What About Indian Institutions?

The University Grant Com-
mission (UGC)’s draft rules 
inviting foreign universities 
to set up campuses in India 
have invited considerable 
commentary. One strand 
is centred on the fact that 
Ivy League campuses are 
hard to replicate offshore 
and that students attending 
the desi versions of these 
foreign institutions will not 
get the full experience. An-
other concern is that even 
as these universities are 
promised full autonomy on 
the recruitment of students 
and faculty, clause 7.9 on 
the need to maintain India’s 
national security, public or-
der, etc., may be restrictive 
in terms of the wide scope 
it provides for undermin-
ing academic freedom. 
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mentary misses out on is 
that once upon a time, In-
dian public universities also 
had autonomy. Moreover, 
Indian campuses – at least 
as they functioned histori-
cally – are also unique and 
irreplaceable. ADVERTIS-
ING Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, Delhi University, 
Jadavpur University, and 
other Indian universities are 

vastly different from each 
other, with each having its 
own charm and appeal, no 
less than Harvard or Cam-
bridge. In attracting foreign 
universities, as well as sup-
porting private players, the 
UGC is giving short shrift 
to the decades of nurturing 
that built up the Indian pub-
lic university. As an alum-
nus of one such institution, 
it is both pleasure and pain 
to look back at its history 
and to see how different it 
is now. ‘DSchool’ (formally 
known as the Delhi School 
of Economics) was only a 
small part of the University 
of Delhi – some thought it 
was the best part – but many 
of us didn’t know the Uni-
versity outside the DSchool 
campus well enough to 
make any notable claims. 
The tea stall at Delhi School 
of Economics. I was an MA 
student at DSchool’s De-
partment of Sociology in 
the mid-70s. Etched motifs 
from those days mingle 
east and west, blue jeans 
and handloom sarees, Karl 
Marx and the SFI-domi-
nated students’ union in a 
fiercely independent ‘we-
will-style-it-for-ourselves’ 
mode. I don’t live in that 
DSchool anymore but like 
Hemingway’s portrayal of 
a moveable feast, I seem to 
carry it with me wherever 
I go. Also read: ‘National 
Interest’, ‘No Online Class-
es’: UGC Drafts Rules for 
Entry of Foreign Universi-

ties I entered DSchool dif-
fidently, very much on the 
wrong foot, without having 
studied the prospectus for 
the Department of Sociol-
ogy. But those were differ-
ent times and, based on an 
interview, I was admitted 
on what seemed to be the 
discretion reposed in a De-
partment Committee. By 
today’s standardised crite-
ria where multiple-choice 
tests are the only determi-
nant, this would be horrify-
ing. But that was back then. 
The system, unencumbered 
by huge numbers perhaps, 
could still trust and value 
the autonomous disposi-
tions of its faculty. As I 
grew into the Department, 
I gathered that this way of 
handpicking was not con-
fined to choosing students. I 
learned from Professor An-
dre Beteille later that Pro-
fessor M.N. Srinivas had 
selected him as a lecturer 
for the Department when 

his credentials did not ex-
tend beyond a Master’s de-
gree, over others who had 
PhDs. Astonishing again, 
by today’s standards, that a 
public university could trust 
the judgment of its profes-
sors, overriding all paper. 
The quality of the DSchool 
faculty in those days – with 
Amartya Sen and Jagdish 
Bhagwati, M.N. Srinivas 
and Andre Beteille – was as 
good as many foreign uni-
versities. Today the UGC 
mandates that all teaching 
candidates be ranked on the 
basis of ‘API’ scores (aca-
demic performance indica-
tors), where a publication 
in what claims to be a peer-
reviewed journal gets two 
marks. ‘International con-
ferences’, years of teaching, 
are all similarly marked. 
For form’s sake, a screen-
ing committee consists of 
three professors, but even 
when they can see that a 
journal is clearly predatory, 

they have no discretion to 
exercise their professional 
judgment. ADVERTISING 
If the UGC can woo foreign 
universities today with the 
bait of no interference in 
recruitment and admission 
policies, one wonders why 
it can’t restore the same 
autonomy to Indian pub-
lic universities. True there 
may be nepotism and upper 
caste or male bias, but that 
is equally likely in a private 
or foreign university. Also 
read: Why Foreign Univer-
sities Are Reluctant to Es-
tablish Campuses in India 
Classes at DSchool began 
at 9:20 am, though atten-
dance was always optional. 
If you went into class, it 
was for a measure of ex-
hilaration that could some-
times mean that you headed 
straight for the library and 
beelined for that book – 
yes, the class folded effort-
lessly into the Ratan Tata 
Library’s ‘reserved’ sec-
tion from where that scarce 
reading material had to be 
entreated. (Photocopying 
was a luxury, and the inter-
net did not exist …unfortu-
nately it is still patchy). We 
seldom fathomed all that 
we read, but nonetheless 
grappled with understand-
ing Marx via Althusser 
and the intricacies of kin-
ship elaborated by Claude 
Levi-Strauss (and yes, we 
had to tell non-DSchool 
folks that this Levi-Strauss 
was not the one of the blue 

jeans’ fame but a mega-star 
nevertheless). The sylla-
bus was wide and eclectic 
– apart from French writ-
ings, it included gems from 
German sociology, British 
social anthropology, Japa-
nese studies, and the best of 
articles on the sociology of 
India from anywhere. The 
syllabus and the academic 
culture were global before 
the word became prevalent. 
Instead of being chided for 
absenteeism because one 
may have strayed from 
class on a particular day, 
you could be drawn.
\ into an unanticipated 
trance under a tree, mes-
merised by Professor J.P.S. 
Uberoi’s argument that 
drifting may be a good thing 
as it could help you find 
your direction. This nugget 
was delivered to me while 
the Professor recounted 
how he had adopted a street 
dog who was adrift – she 
was female, not-too-attrac-
tive, and dowry-less! While 
tutorials did consume us, 
since they did not count 
toward the official ‘inter-
nal assessment’ mercifully 
we could read without the 
tyranny of competing for 
marks. Representative im-
age of students on the cam-
pus of St. Stephen’s col-
lege. Photo: PTI. Debates at 
DSchool were not initiated 
just for students. At a facul-
ty debate across disciplines 
and departments, Professor 
Veena Das won the prize. 
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If the Bharat Jodo Yatra Really Seeks 
to Unite, It Must Repair the Language 

Broken by BJP and Media

It will be interesting to 
see what the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra of the Congress 
party does to the exer-
cise of political language 
because the language of 
social and political dis-
course in India is broken. 
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ing and vulgarisation of 
political language on an 
hourly basis has made us 
a people who keep de-
manding more and more 
of it. Plain words and 
simple sentences which 
describe the reality of the 
country or society don’t 
attract us. Obfuscation of 
reality and creation of an 
alternate reality has be-
come the job of language. 
Media has actively con-
tributed to it. While the 
Yatra has to unite Indians 
with Indians, there is also 
a need to unite language 
to its purpose. The pur-
pose of language is to de-
scribe the world around 
us, create a communi-
cative field, to analyse 
and interpret the reality. 
Sadly, in the last decade 
we have seen our lan-
guage getting more and 
more deficient when we 
look at these functions. 
Also read | Backstory: 
The Toxic News Studio 
Enables Hate-Mongers 
Like Nupur Sharma The 
Bharat Jodo Yatra is gen-
erating a lot of language. 
The ‘mainstream media’ 
is largely ignoring it. But 
social media is abuzz 
with the news, pictures, 
videos of the Yatra. AD-
VERTISING It has also 
provoked other political 
parties into action. The 
action is of course verbal. 
The leaders of the ruling 
Bhartiya Janta Party con-
demn it, ask where does 
the question of uniting 
India arises from. ‘Is it 
not united already?’ They 
know the answer, their 
constituents know it too. 
But they persist with the 
lie that there is no need 
to talk about unity. The 
mention of the word ‘uni-
ty’ reminds us that there 
is division in the society 
– not one but many. It 
makes us question our-
selves. It asks us to do 
better. The declared aim 
of the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
is to unify the nation. 
When we say ‘nation’ 
it is actually the people 
who constitute the na-
tion. The objective is so 
sublime that it cannot be 
allowed to be sullied by 

even a mention of petty 
people or organisations. 
If asked I would have 
advised against posters 
depicting burning khaki 
half pants. It is driven by 
a desire to mock some-
one, an organisation. A 
cartoonist can do it but 
should a Yatra with such 
high objectives use it as 
campaign material? The 
Yatra also has a responsi-
bility to bring back sani-
ty, civility and mutual re-
spectfulness in the social 
discourse. If successful, 
this in itself would be a 
great contribution of the 
Yatra – that a speech can 
be made, a slogan can be 
coined or raised which 
does not hit anyone, and 
does not create animosity 
in the hearts of any sec-
tion of the society. The 
Yatra should make it im-
possible through its sym-
bolism and its language 
to let anyone find a rea-
son to hate it. The Yatra 
should lead to the process 
of introspection in soci-
ety. It should be a reflec-
tive exercise. It cannot 
afford to be excitable, 
nor can it make people 
excitable. It is an onerous 
task if we keep in mind 
how political language 
has been vulgarised. The 
tendency to hit at your 
competitors or opponents 
is so strong that it over-
powers you even in the 
moment you talk about 
love and understanding. 
But this Yatra cannot be 
political in the narrow 
sense of the term. It has 
to play its role in bring-
ing morality to politics. 
Democratic politics de-
pends on the mobilisa-
tion of the people. But 
we see, in our times, 
such mobilisations cre-
ating division in society. 
ADVERTISING It is not 
empathy that our politi-
cians preach or practice. 
They encourage us to 
suspect our neighbours. 
Suspicion, jealousy, envy 
and hatred are the driving 
emotions of the politics 
that has overpowered us. 
When a group is formed, 
it is not because the group 
members feel drawn to 
each other, it is the ha-
tred for some other group 
that brings them together. 
The Bharat Jodo Yatra 
has, thus, a task. To bring 
back the sense of the pri-
mary task of democratic 
speech – to connect. Also 
read: Thank You, Modiji, 
We Now Know What Is 
the Biggest Danger to 
Our Democracy It is im-
portant that speech cre-
ates a common ground 
on which people with 
diversities can stand and 
talk to each other. De-
mocracy cannot func-

tion if there is no shared 
space, no shared dream, 
no shared journey. Po-
litical competition is 
what drives democracy 
and yet, it doesn’t have 
to divide people into an-
tagonistic camps. A true 
democratic polity is one 
which encourages po-
litical actors to evolve a 
language which very di-
verse people can share. A 
speech which is aimed to 
hurt a section of the so-
ciety, make it feel small 
and insecure is definitely 
not democratic. People 
like me would want the 
Congress party to talk to 
the people of India. Not 
to any political leader 
or any other party. The 
Yatra cannot be polemi-
cal, it cannot add to the 
noise that makes think-
ing impossible. We need 
to make people think and 
introspect about their 
vulnerability to the virus 
of supremacism and ha-
tred for others. In India, 
the task is to motivate the 
people, mainly Hindus, 
to ponder over this ques-
tion. How did they reach 
this stage? It requires lot 
of patience and under-
standing. Also, the yatris 
need to be clear about 
their addressee. If it is the 
people they are talking to 
they cannot busy them-
selves taking potshots at 
their political opponents. 
They cannot indulge in 
a slugfest with them for 
the people to enjoy. At 
the end of each day of 
the Yatra, it cannot be the 
exchange of barbs that 
becomes the issue. Also 
read: ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ 
Is on the Right Track but 
Congress Also Needs To 
Get Its Own House in 
Order The questions be-
ing raised about the Yatra 
need response. But it can 
be done in manner which 
enhances the understand-
ing of the people. It can-
not be a stone for a brick. 
The challenge is to re-
place the language popu-
larised by the BJP and the 
media, which is language 
of sarcasm, mocking, in-
sult, half-truths and  lies 
with a language of trans-
parency, honesty, under-
standing and dialogue. 
Aggression in linguis-
tic and social behaviour 
cannot be answered with 
counter aggression. A 
new ethics of language 
needs to be evolved. The 
noble objective of the 
Yatra gives the yatris an 
opportunity to do it. It is 
for them to prove that the 
BJP has not been able to 
mould them in its image. 
But more than that the 
challenge is to change the 
field or discourse. It will 
be one measure of the 

What Sets Lalu Apart From Mamata, Other 
Regional Satraps When Squaring Up to BJP?

You are possibly not 
aware that these agencies 
are no longer under the 
Prime Minister’s Office 
(PMO). They are now 
controlled by the Union 
home ministry. The cen-
tral government and a 
section of BJP leaders are 
behind this. BJP leaders 
here want the agencies to 
serve their political agen-
da.” ~Mamata Banerjee, 
West Bengal assembly, 
September 19 Chinese 
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the country compromised 
with the dangai party 
(party of rioters). But I 
never succumbed and 
nor will I ever do; had I 
succumbed, I would not 
have probably been in 
jail for so long.” ~Lalu 
Prasad Yadav, state coun-
cil meeting of the Rash-
triya Janata Dal, Sep-
tember 21 Scrutinised 
closely, these statements 
of two regional satraps 
provide an insight into 
the different approaches 
adopted by the Trin-
amool Congress chief 
and her Rashtriya Janata 
Dal (RJD) counterpart in 
dealing with the Bharati-
ya Janata Party. There are 
striking similarities in the 
situations that Mamata 
Banerjee and Lalu Prasad 
Yadav find themselves in 
today. The West Bengal 
chief minister’s nephew 
Abhishek Banerjee and 

at least a dozen of her 
party colleagues are on 
the radar of various in-
vestigating agencies like 
the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI), the 
Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) and the income 
tax (IT) department. Ac-
cording to Arun Shriv-
astav, the Kolkata-based 
former bureau chief of 
the Indian Express, Ba-
nerjee is “desperately” 
trying to rescue these 
leaders. “She is trying to 
buy peace with the PM,” 
he said. The CBI has pe-
titioned a special court in 
Delhi to cancel the bail of 
Lalu’s son and Bihar dep-
uty chief minister Tejas-
whi Yadav claiming that 
he was “intimidating” the 
investigators and “influ-
encing” the investigation 
into the alleged IRCTC 
scam. The younger Ya-
dav faces the prospect of 
going to jail if the court 
accepts the CBI’s argu-
ments. The court has 
fixed September 27 as the 
next date for the hearing. 
But Lalu and Mamata 
have reacted differently 
to the BJP’s machina-
tions. Lalu is as defiant 
as ever while Mamata 
seems to be on the de-
fensive. Lalu’s audacity, 
belligerence and consis-
tent defiance against the 
BJP – be it the era of L.K. 
Advani-A.B Vajpayee or 
Narendra Modi-Amit 
Shah – set him apart from 
Mamata and most other 
regional satraps. After 
he was convicted in the 
fodder scam cases, Lalu 
was jailed for four years. 
He is suffering from 
multiple ailments even 

after his release. He is 
weak and requires close 
monitoring by the doc-
tors. The family sources 
confirmed that he might 
go to Singapore soon to 
get a kidney transplant. 
But he is full of energy, 
zeal and vigour when it 
comes to attacking the 
BJP. “The BJP is our 
enemy number one. We 
will surely uproot it in 
the 2024 elections. Nitish 
Kumar (Bihar CM) and 
I will meet Sonia Gan-
dhi (Congress president) 
soon to unite the oppo-
sition parties,” Lalu, ad-
dressing his party cadres 
after almost four years, 
thundered. His electrify-
ing speeches send adren-
aline coursing through 
the veins of RJD leaders 
and workers. “He is Na-
poleon Bonaparte to us,” 
said Mritunjay Tiwari, 
RJD’s Bihar spokesman. 
Also Read | Like Father 
Like Son: Tejashwi’s 
Battle Against the BJP 
Lalu’s comments in the 
context of Amit Shah’s 
visit Look at the timing 
of Lalu’s trenchant attack 

on the BJP. The Union 
home minister Amit Shah 
begins his two-day tour 
to Bihar’s Seemanchal 
(border) region, com-
prising Purnia and Kis-
hanganj, on Friday. This 
is a Muslim-majority re-
gion. Two days ago Lalu 
said, “Shah ke man mein 
kuchh kalaa hai (There 
is something morbid in 
Shah’s heart). They ride 
on mosques to hoist saf-
fron flags and create a 
communal frenzy. Up-
rooting them from power 
and packing them off is 
the need of the hour.” 
Amit Shah’s visit to See-
manchal is perceived as 
the BJP’s efforts to build 
the narrative that could 
sharpen the communal 
divide in the run-up to 
the 2024 elections a la 
Muzaffarnagar in Uttar 
Pradesh in 2013-14. Lalu 
has raised an alarm about 
this possibility. New Del-
hi: Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah speaks dur-
ing the launch of a book 
Maharaja: Sahastra Var-
shon Ka Dharmyudh in 
New Delhi, Friday, June 

10, 2022. Photo: Kamal 
Kishore/PTI “Deploy 
your intelligence and se-
curity men strategically 
to keep a vigil on what 
Shah does in Purnia and 
Kishanganj. He (Shah) 
should not be allowed to 
disturb communal peace 
in Bihar,” Lalu advised 
chief minister Nitish and 
deputy CM Tejaswhi. 
Reports from the ground 
say that a huge number 
of Bihar police officers 
have also been deployed 
in Purnia with instruc-
tions to watch the cadres 
of the militant wings of 
the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS). Nit-
ish Kumar’s Janata Dal 
(United) has decided to 
organise meetings at all 
block headquarters of the 
state on September 27 to 
alert the people against 
the “communal atmo-
sphere” that the Sangh 
parivar could build to 
reap a political harvest in 
elections. Lalu and other 
satraps No regional sa-
trap has suffered as heav-
ily as Lalu because of his 
no holds barred attack 
on the BJP – ever since 
1990. After walking out 
on bail in a fodder scam 
case in 2015, he turned 
the tables on the BJP 
in that year’s assembly 
elections with Nitish Ku-
mar joining him – a year 
after the Narendra Modi-
led party had conquered 
India, including Bihar, 
in 2014. After 2015, the 
CBI vigorously followed 
up on four more cases 
related the fodder scam. 
He was convicted in one 
after the other. 

It’s Not Politics, It’s the Marketplace, Stupid
Indian mainstream poli-
tics is now negligibly 
about principles, and 
more about the stock-
market. Chinese Con-
struction of Waterfalls 
in the building 350,Trav-
el Nfx 00:00 Previ-
ous PauseNext 00:06 / 
03:02 Unmute Settings 
Fullscreen Copy video 
url Play / Pause Mute / 
Unmute Report a prob-
lem Language Share 
Vidverto Player On Janu-
ary 22, Congress can-
didates for the Goa as-
sembly elections took a 
solemn oath in a temple, 
church and mosque not 
to desert the party if and 
when elected. Well, that 
resonant covenant did 
not last long. Eight of 
the 11 MLAs elected on 
a Congress ticket have 
now joined the BJP. As to 
the vow they had taken, 
Digambar Kamath has 
claimed that he went 
through a prasad ceremo-
ny and God nodded yes 
to his resolve to switch 
over. It’s like a remake of 
how Moses, long years 
ago, accosted God on the 
mountain in a moment of 
perplexity, and brought 
back the Ten Command-
ments. Clearly, God, 
even in these satanic 
times, remains accessible 
to the repentant. You may 
rightfully think there is a 
catch on the receiving 
side as well: the ruling 
BJP swears by Lord Ram 
as the source of its mor-
al universe, as we have 
repeatedly witnessed. 

Now, the aforesaid Lord 
is credited by the author 
of the Ramcharitmanas 
as being an exemplar of 
the edict that one may 
lose one’s life but not 
break a vow (Raghukul 
reet sada chali aayi/ Pran 
jaayein per vachan na 
jaayein). So what of the 
eight who have broken 
their vow? Clearly, had 
they not joined the prin-
cipled ruling party, Lord 
Ram may never have 
pardoned their transgres-
sion. There are, of course, 
those canny ones who 
hold the view that not 

Bhagwan Ram but Lord 
Bazaar has had the last 
word in the pious trans-
action. And as things are, 
the debate is by no means 
one-sided. It should now 
be quite obvious that the 
republic’s enslavement 
to Lord Bazaar is com-
plete, barring exceptions 
which only prove the 
rule: the communists, for 
example, remain ossified 
in their wrong-headed 
defeatism. But pray, who 
are they? Often unin-
formed complaints are 
still made by the ardent 
hoi polloi about the un-

dependable nature of the 
democratic process. Here 
is, therefore, a suggestion 
that may now be boldly 
embraced so that an ex-
ample is set for other 
wobbling democracies to 
follow: ADVERTISING 
Let aspirants to political 
power in all elections be 
asked to stand as inde-
pendent candidates, on 
the basis of whatever 
clout they claim to have. 
Once they are elected, let 
Indian politics thereon be 
guided by the structural 
genius of the cattle fair 
and the IPL. Namely, let 

a ‘Candidate Mela’ be or-
ganised at the conclusion 
of the electoral process. 
Let all political parties 
desirous of buying up 
Member Stock be invited 
to bid for the elected in-
dependents. The auction 
would be democratic ex-
ercise, open and transpar-
ent, and all parties would 
get their due according 
to their standing in the 
Bazaar. ADVERTISING 
It should be obvious that 
this system would make 
the need for an Election 
Commission redundant, 
saving the exchequer 
much-needed moolah. 
For some backward rea-
son, there is still in this 
ancient land a petulant 
resistance to adopting 
the equitable practices of 
the Bazaar all across so-
cial, ethical, and political 
life. This is why our tryst 
with Vishwa Gurudom 
remains stymied. After 
all, if the purpose of poli-
tics is to acquire power, 
what better teacher than 
Lord Bazaar? A Gautam 
Adani may very well 
succeed in showing the 
way out to uppity NDTV 
newscasters and anchors, 
but he dare not oust the 
least of the commercial 
messages that are the true 
and proper fare provided 
by the media now. Only 
Indian democracy has the 
cultural resilience 
for this makeover to the 
flexibilities of buy and 
sell. Let us use that USP 
and hasten our march to 
world dominance.
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Peshawar Mosque Blast: Pakistan PM Shehbaz 
Sharif Acknowledges Failure to Avert Carnage

Peshawar: Amidst a 
wave of terror attacks 
in Pakistan, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on 
Friday acknowledged 
the failure to avert the 
Peshawar carnage that 
killed over 100 people 
and called for “national 
unity” to tackle the men-
ace. Addressing an apex 
committee meeting at 
the Governor House here 
on the mosque attack 
and the overall emerg-
ing terrorism situation in 
Pakistan, Sharif also ex-

pressed frustration at the 
criticism levelled against 
the federal government 
from opposition parties 
in the wake of a series of 
terror attacks. “There is a 
need for unity across the 
political spectrum. This 
act of terrorism managed 
to breach the security 
check post and reach the 
mosque. We should not 
feel hesitant in admitting 
the facts,” Sharif was 
quoted as saying by the 
Dawn newspaper. by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksY-

ou May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ 
to your name Golden 
Gate University Soft-
ware Development Pro-
gram - Free Live Mas-
terclass Scaler Academy 
In the Peshawar mosque 
attack on Monday, a Tali-
ban suicide bomber blew 
himself up during the af-
ternoon prayers, killing 
101 people and injuring 
more than 200 others. 
The police on Thursday 
said that the bomber 
disguised himself in a 
police uniform to sneak 
into the high-security 
zone and was riding a 
motorcycle with a helmet 
and mask on. Pakistan 
has been hit by a wave 
of terrorism, mostly in 
the country’s Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, 
but also in Balochistan 
and the Punjab town of 
Mianwali, which bor-
ders the restive Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province. 
Expressing sympathies 

with the families of the 
deceased in the mosque 
attack, Sharif said that it 
was being asked how ter-
rorism which had been 
eradicated a few years 
ago let this happen. In 
the wake of this incident, 
undue criticism was seen 
on social media. This is 
certainly condemnable. 
The occurrence of the 
incident due to security 
lapses will be probed. 
But saying this was a 
drone attack and similar 
related accusations were 
uncalled for in this tragic 
time, he was quoted as 
saying in the report. The 
Friday meeting was at-
tended by several senior 
functionaries of the Pak 
government, including 
Chief of Army Staff Gen-
eral Asim Munir, chief 
ministers of four prov-
inces and Gilgit-Baltis-
tan, federal ministers and 
national political leaders. 
Sharif said that the en-

tire Pakistani nation was 
thinking about how the 
menace would be tackled 
in future. What measures 
will be taken to stop this 
terror wave? It is the need 
of the hour that provinc-
es and the Centre along 
with the leaderships of 
political parties take 
ownership and shun their 
differences, be they polit-
ical or related to any reli-
gious reasons. We should 
unite and tackle this, he 
said. Calling it a tough 
time for the country, 
Sharif, who is also facing 
a difficult time manag-
ing the country’s debt-
ridden economy, vowed 
the country would col-
lectively overcome this 
challenge. All resources 
will be mobilised. This 
meeting reaffirms our 
aim to sit together until 
this menace is eradicated, 
he said. The prime min-
ister further emphasised 
that the government.

Taslima Nasreen Accuses Apollo Hospital of 
Wrong hip Replacement Surgery

Famous writer Taslima 
Nasreen has accused Dr. 
Yatin Kharbanda, Senior 
Orthopedic Surgeon of 
Apollo Hospital, Delhi, 
of treating her wrongly. 
Taslima Nasreen told her 
story by tweeting one af-
ter the other in the last 24 
hours. According to Tasli-
ma Nasreen, she reached 
Apollo Hospital on Janu-
ary 11 with complaints 
of knee pain, where Dr. 
Yatin Kharbanda told her 
that she had a hip frac-
ture and to treat it, a hip 
replacement would be re-
quired. She was admitted 
to the hospital for surgery 
on 13 January. Taslima 
Nasreen has alleged that 
she did not see any in-
formation about the hip 
fracture in the CT scan 
or X-ray. Despite this, 
the doctors got her hip 
replaced. According to 
Taslima Nasreen, she did 
not have any hip fracture 
and to suppress the case, 
the hospital had prepared 
a wrong discharge sum-

mary. According to the 
author, she could have 
been cured only with rest 
and painkillers, but the 
hospital did not give such 
advice. She Claimed, 
“If I die because of the 
complications of Total 
Hip Replacement, no 
one but Dr Kharbanda is 
responsible. After reach-
ing Apollo hospital with 
knee pain, he did my 
THR within a few hrs. 
It’s still a nightmare. He 
lied to me about Xray & 
CT findings.” According 
to Taslima Nasreen, in re-
turn, she also paid a bill 

of 7,42,000 to the hospi-
tal. In a series of tweets, 
Taslima Nasreen alleged 
that she was not even giv-
en time to think and could 
not take a second opinion. 
However, Apollo Hospi-
tal has denied all these 
allegations. According 
to the statement issued 
by the hospital, Taslima 
Nasreen had collapsed. 
She could not even walk 
and went to the hospital 
with this complaint. Con-
sidering her age, a hip 
replacement was the best 
treatment that was given 
to her.

Was Chinese spy balloon taken down by 
US? Here’s what happened

An explosion was report-
ed in sky over Billings 
city, Montana, where the 
alleged Chinese spy bal-
loon was seen flying over 
a “number of sensitive 
sites”. The video shared 
on Twitter purportedly 
shows a trail of smoke 
in the sky where the bal-
loon was last seen. Dolly 
Moore, who took video of 
the scene, said she “saw 
a plane go by so fast and 
then explode in the sky.”  
It was not immediately 
clear if the explosion was 
the spy balloon burst. 
Ok, so here’s what I just 
caught I few minutes ago 
out my window. I saw 
a jet go by so fast and 
then explosion in the sky. 
Holy crap! Billings MT. 
pic.twitter.com/swr8ER-
C6pf — Dolly Moore (@
MMtTreasures) February 
4, 2023 × WION could 
not verify the authentic-
ity of the video. The US 
defence officials, how-
ever, clarified that the 
balloon over Montana 
has not exploded, ac-

cording to the Daily Mail 
news outlet. They said 
that the balloon, which is 
said to be about the size 
of three busies, is large 
enough that destroying 
it would rain down de-
bris, risking the safety 
of people on the ground. 
On Friday, US officials 
were alarmed over the 

giant Chinese balloon in-
vading the US air space 
following which F-22 
fight jets were mobilized 
to track the device as it 
hovered over Montana, 
which borders Canada. 
Gravitas: Is China’s es-
pionage entering the 
next phase? According 
to local media, the bal-

loon entered US airspace 
“a couple of days ago”, 
but the officials did not 
share the exact location. 
“Montana plays a vital 
national security role 
by housing nuclear mis-
sile silos at Malmstrom 
AFB,” Montana Senator 
Steve Daines wrote to the 
Department of Defense. 

Also read | Antony Blink-
en’s trip to Beijing ‘post-
poned’ over alleged Chi-
nese spy balloon in US 
airspace “Given the in-
creased hostility and de-
stabilization around the 
globe aimed at the United 
States and our allies, I am 
alarmed by the fact that 
this spy balloon was able 
to infiltrate the airspace 
of our country and Mon-
tana.” Blinken postpones 
Beijing trip Meanwhile, 
United States Secretary 
of State Antony Blink-
en’s visit to Beijing over 
the weekend has been 
postponed in light of the 
spy balloon row, news 
agency AFP reported on 
Friday quoting a US of-
ficial. A senior State De-
partment official told re-
porters that officials have 
determined that the visit 
would not be productive 
at this time under the cur-
rent circumstances. The 
official also said that dip-
lomatic channels will re-
main open and Blinken is 
planning to visit.

US sees surprise hiring surge as 
unemployment edges down

US job gains surged un-
expectedly last month as 
unemployment slipped 
to its lowest rate in more 
than five decades, gov-
ernment data showed Fri-
day, indicating strength 
in the labour market 
despite efforts to ease 
economic activity. This 
could prove concerning 
to policymakers, with 
risks that elevated wages 
could feed into inflation. 
While the US central 
bank has tempered its 
aggressive campaign to 
rein in prices on signs 
that the world’s biggest 
economy is cooling, the 

latest figures could steer 
it towards more interest 
rate hikes than expected. 
The United States de-
fied expectations to add 
5,17,000 jobs in Janu-
ary, nearly double the 
December figure, after a 
five-month slowdown in 
hiring, said the Labour 
Department on Friday.
Job growth was wide-
spread, led by gains in 
leisure and hospitality, 
professional and busi-
ness services, and health 
care,” the report added. 
Employment in manu-
facturing and construc-
tion showed resilience as 

well, despite a slowdown 
in activity in both sectors. 
The jobless rate edged 
down to 3.4 per cent, a 
level last seen in 1969, 
according to government 
figures. But wage growth 
slowed slightly with av-
erage hourly earnings 
rising by 0.3 per cent to 
$33.03, down from De-
cember’s 0.4 per cent 
increase. Taken together, 
these figures suggest the 
labor market remains 
too hot for policymak-
ers, with the hiring fig-
ure marking a spike from 
December’s 260,000 
number. US President 
Joe Biden on Friday 
cheered the strong job 
creation since he took of-
fice and noted that infla-
tion was still cooling off. 
He pushed back against 
critics who, he says, sug-
gest that “the only way to 
slow down inflation was 
to destroy jobs”. “To-
day’s data makes crystal 
clear... these critics and 
cynics are wrong,” he 
told reporters.

‘IMF giving tough time, loan conditions beyond 
imagination’: Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif

Did Biden Offer 20% of Ukraine to 
Putin to end war? Here’s the Truth
Kyiv: Amid claims that 
Russia is planning a major 
new offensive on Febru-
ary 24 to mark the first an-
niversary of its invasion 
of Ukraine, a report in the 
international media claim-
ing that US President Joe 
Biden offered 20% of the 
war-ravaged nation to Rus-
sian President Vladimir 
Putin to end the war has 
created a political storm. A 
report published in Swiss-
German newspaper Neue 
Zürcher Zeitung (NZZ) and 
Washington Post claimed 
that CIA Director, William 
Burns, offered Russian 
President Vladimir Putin a 
fifth of Ukraine’s territory 
in order to end the ongo-
ing war as part of a peace 
plan drawn up on behalf of 
President Joe Biden. Re-
ports claimed that the CIA 
director secretly travelled to 
Moscow and briefed Krem-
lin about the peace proposal 
and then he also travelled 
to Kyiv and met Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky to discuss the proposal. 
In its report that was pub-

lished on Thursday, NZZ 
cited high-ranking German 
politicians and claimed that 
Burns submitted the peace 
plan in mid-January to the 
Russian officials to end the 
war, which began on Feb-
ruary 24, 2022. Washing-
ton Post also reported that 
Burns was attempting to 
broker a peace deal between 
the countries at war but both 
Kyiv and Moscow report-
edly rejected the propos-
al. by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like Learn 
from IIT Madras Faculty & 
Industry Experts Intellipaat 
Learn to code using GitHub 
- Book Free Masterclass 

Scaler Academy NZZ re-
ported that the peace plan 
offered “around 20 per cent 
of Ukraine’s territory” but 
Kyiv rejected the proposal 
“because they are not will-
ing to have their territory 
divided” while Russia said 
they “will win the war in 
the long run anyway.” Now, 
the White House has denied 
the report. American news 
outlet Newsweek cited Sean 
Davett, the deputy spokes-
person at the White House 
National Security Council, 
as calling the report “not ac-
curate”. A CIA official also 
confirmed to Newsweek 
that the report which states 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on Friday said the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) was giv-
ing a ‘tough time’ to the 
government during talks 
for the restoration of the 
loan. The IMF mission 
led by Nathan Porter be-
gan talks on January 31 
with the Pakistan side 
headed by Finance Min-
ister Ishaq Dar for the 
ninth review of the USD 
7 billion assistance pack-
age. The prime minister 
made his remarks while 
addressing an Apex Com-
mittee meeting in Pesha-
war. The committee is the 
highest provincial body 
to deal with militancy. 
While talking about the 
security situation, Sharif 
highlighted the economic 
challenges faced by the 
country and said that the 
“situation is in front of 
the entire nation”. “As I 

speak, the IMF delega-
tion is in Islamabad and 
they are giving Finance 
Minister Ishaq Dar and 
his team a tough time,” 
he said. The economic 
challenge at this point 
was unimaginable, Sharif 

said, adding that the IMF 
conditions that the coun-
try has to meet are ‘be-
yond imagination’, but 
it is mandatory to fulfil 
the demands of the fund. 
He didn’t provide details 
about the talks with the 

IMF team that coincide 
with Pakistan’s reserves 
falling to a critically low 
level of USD 3.09 bil-
lion as of January 27 just 
enough to cover only 18 
days’ worth of imports. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
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Academy Pakistan’s cen-
tral bank said on Friday 
that its foreign exchange 
reserves have dropped 
by 16.1 per cent to USD 
3.09 billion at the end of 
the last fiscal week, the 
lowest in nearly 10 years. 
The IMF after a success-
ful ninth review would 
provide over USD 1.1 
billion and the gesture 
would open venues for 
bilateral loans from dif-
ferent friendly countries 
and multilateral institu-
tions. Meanwhile, the 
Dawn newspaper, quot-
ing sources, reported that 
the IMF mission chief 
demanded clear action to 
bridge the daunting fiscal 
gap between 2 to 2.5 tril-
lion rupees. “You don’t 
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Apple iPhone 14 is selling with up to 
Rs 12,000 discount on Flipkart

Apple iPhone 14 is sell-
ing at a discount of Rs 
11,901 on Flipkart during 
the ongoing Big Bachat 
Dhamaal sale. Currently 
available at Rs 71,999, 
the buyers will get ad-
ditional bank offers that 
will bring down the price. 
This is applicable for both 
128GB and 256GB inter-
nal storage options. Also 
Read - Global smart-
phone shipments see 15.4 
percent fall from the pre-
vious year Apple iPhone 
14 deal on Flipkart On 
Flipkart, iPhone 14 is 
selling at Rs 71,999. Cus-

tomers will also get bank 
offers on HDFC Bank 
card credit and debit of 
up to Rs 4,000. Addition-
ally, buyers will also get 
a 5 percent cashback on a 
Flipkart Axis Bank card 
will get a 5 percent cash-
back. Also Read - Apple 
has more than 2 billion 
active devices worldwide 
After applying the of-
fers, the 128GB storage 
variant will be available 
at an effective price of 
Rs 67,999 whereas the 
higher-end variant will 
cost you Rs 77,999. Also 
Read - Not the iPhone 

16 Pro lineup, but only 
the iPhone 16 Pro Max 
will get a periscope lens 
Buyers can also opt 
for the exchange offer 
where they can get up to 
Rs 23,000 on old smart-
phones, depending on the 
model. Notably, if your 
old handset is an iPhone, 
you will get a better re-
sale value than Android 
smartphones. Apple 
iPhone 14 specifications 
Apple iPhone 14 sports 
a 6.1-inch liquid Retina 
display and is powered 
by an A15 Bionic chip-
set. The smartphone runs 

on the latest iOS 16 ver-
sion. For photography, it 
comes with a dual 12MP 
camera system at the 
back. Apple iPhone 14 is 
available in 128GB and 
256GB storage variants. 
The iPhone is available in 
Black, White, Pink, Red, 
and Blue colours. For the 
unversed, Apple recent-
ly launched its sec-gen 
HomePod at Rs 32,900. 
It is now available for 
purchase in India across 
Apple’s online shop in 
Midnight and White co-
lour variants. Interested 
buyers can also buy the 
second-gen HomePod by 
paying a monthly EMI of 
Rs 5,742. Furthermore, 
the company is offer-
ing six-months of Apple 
Music subscription to all 
buyers on the purchase of 
the new HomePod. Apple 
HomePod is powered by 
its S7 chip and it comes 
with a 4-inch high-ex-
cursion woofer, a pow-
erful motor that drives a 
20mm diaphragm and an 
array of five horn-loaded 
tweeters, wherein each 

Oppo Enco Air 3 launched in India: Check 
price, specs, availability

Oppo today launched the 
Oppo Enco Air3 truly 
wireless earbuds along-
side the Oppo Reno 8T 
5G smartphone in In-
dia. The newly launched 
Oppo Enco Air 3 truly 
wireless earbuds are 
the successor to the last 
year’s Oppo Enco Air 2 
truly wireless earbuds, 
and they are priced at Rs 
2,999 in India. Oppo says 
that its newly launched 
earbuds will be available 
for purchase on Flipkart, 
Amazon India, Oppo 
Store and other main-
line retail outlets starting 
February 10. Also Read 
- Oppo Reno 8T 5G al-
ternatives: Redmi Note 
12 Pro, Samsung Galaxy 
S20 FE and more Oppo 
Enco Air 3 specifica-
tions and features As far 
as features and specifica-
tions are concerned, the 
new Oppo Enco Air 3 
earbuds come with a new 
transparent lid design for 
the case. Oppo says that 
the lid opens an angle 
of 110-degrees which it 
makes it easier for the 
users to take the earbuds 

out or place them in it. 
Inside the case are the 
earbuds that weigh just 
3.7g each. They come 
with a dewdrop stem 
design that glimmers at 
the end of the tips. The 
earbuds come with IP54 
dust and water-resistant 
coating and are available 
in White colour variant in 
India. Also Read - Nois-
eFit Force rugged smart-
watch with ‘Bluetooth 
Calling’ feature launched 

at Rs. 2999 Coming to 
the specification, the 
Oppo Enco Air 3 earbuds 
come with a 13.4mm dy-
namic driver with a fre-
quency response range 
of 20KHz to 20KHz. 
They are powered by the 
Cadence Hi-Fi digital 
signal processor (DSP) 
that provides enhanced 
speech recognition for 
rich voice-based interac-
tions among other things. 
Oppo says that the Enco 

Air 3 earbuds also pro-
vide aural output that is 
enhanced with the Oppo 
Alive Audio feature for 
movie theatre-class sur-
round sound regardless 
of phone or audio player 
brand. The company also 
says that its Alive Audio 
feature delivers an ex-
pansive soundstage for a 
three-dimensional sound 
experience.

OnePlus 11 price in India, 
specifications tipped online

OnePlus will launch its 
OnePlus 11 5G, OnePlus 
11R 5G along with a few 
more devices on Febru-
ary 7 at its Cloud 11 event. 
Ahead of the global launch, 
the company has already 
launched OnePlus 11 5G 
in the China markets. The 
upcoming handset is con-
firmed to come with a Qual-
comm Snapdragon 8 Gen 
2 chipset, a third-gen Has-
selblad camera, four years 
of security updates and a 
triple rear camera setup. 
Also Read - Top upcoming 
phones of February 2023: 
Samsung Galaxy S23, One-
Plus 11R 5G and more One-
Plus 11 5G expected price in 
India, availability Ahead of 
the launch, tipster Abhishek 
Yadav, OnePlus 115G will 
be available in two stor-
age variants: 8GB RAM + 
256GB internal storage and 
16GB RAM + 256GB inter-
nal storage. The higher-end 
storage variant is tipped to 
be priced at Rs 61,999 in 
India. Also Read - OnePlus 
11R 5G confirmed to come 

with Snapdragon 8+ Gen 
1 SoC, 100W fast charg-
ing support It is rumoured 
that the smartphone will 
be available on Amazon 
and will go on open sale on 
February 14. Also Read - 
OnePlus 11R 5G renders re-
veal a design similar to the 
OnePlus 11 OnePlus 11 5G 
expected specifications The 
OnePlus 11 comes with a 
6.7-inch punch-hole display 
with a Quad-HD+ resolu-
tion of 3216 x 1440 pixels. 
It is a Samsung E4 AMO-
LED panel with LTPO 3.0 
support. It has up to 120Hz 
refresh rate, 10-bit color 
depth, and Dolby Vision 

certification. It has Corning 
Gorilla Glass protection, 
1300 nits of peak bright-
ness, and 525 PPI pixel den-
sity. The device has an in-
display fingerprint scanner 
offering added security. As 
for the cameras, the device 
has a triple rear camera sys-
tem branded by Hasselblad. 
This time around, OnePlus 
has gone with a circular 
camera island as opposed to 
the squarish camera island 
of the OnePlus 10 Pro. The 
rear camera system is led 
by a 50MP Sony IMX890 
main lens with OIS support. 
It is assisted by a 32MP 
IMX709 telephoto lens (2x 

Twitter CEO Elon Musk announces to share 
ad revenue with Blue subscribers

Twitter CEO Elon Musk 
announced that the mi-
cro-blogging platform 
will now share ad rev-
enue with creators who 
are subscribed to “Twit-
ter Blue Verified” for ad-
vertisements that appear 
in their reply threads. 
Also Read - Twitter now 

allows public appeals for 
suspended accounts: All 
you need to know Twitter 
to share ad revenue with 
Blue subscribers: Elon 
Musk In a tweet on Fri-
day, Musk said: “Starting 
today, Twitter will share 
ad revenue with creators 
for ads that appear in 

their reply threads. To 
be eligible, the account 
must be a subscriber to 
Twitter Blue Verified.” 
Also Read - Twitter 
puts an end to its col-
laborative posting fea-
ture called ‘CoTweets’ 
Musk did not reveal any 
key details about the an-

nouncement. Moreover, 
the Twitter Blue support 
page also doesn’t include 
any information about ad 
revenue up till now. Also 
Read - Twitter may soon 
get a payments system 
that includes crypto Sev-
eral platforms, includ-
ing YouTube, Instagram 
and Facebook already 
share their ad revenue 
with creators. Twitter’s 
this feature will allow 
users to make money on 
the platform and benefit 
Twitter as well. For the 
unversed, Twitter is also 
rumoured to be working 
on a tipping feature us-
ing an in-app currency. 
Several users expressed 
their thoughts on Musk’s 
post. While one user 
asked, “what will the 
Twitter/Creator revenue 
split look like?”, another 
commented, “how is this 
going to look logistical-

ly? An ad monetization 
dashboard for creators?” 
In December last year, 
Twitter had updated the 
list of features for its 
Blue service, which men-
tioned that subscribers of 
the service will get “pri-
oritised rankings in con-
versations”. The updated 
page also mentioned that 
subscribers can upload 
videos up to 60 minutes 
long from around the 
web at 1080p resolution 
and 2GB in file size, but 
also all videos must com-
ply with the company’s 
rules. They even get fea-
tures including a blue 
check, the option to edit 
tweets and bookmark 
folders. The Twitter Blue 
service is now released in 
a few countries including 
the US, Canada and more 
at an $8 monthly sub-
scription fee.

Tecno Pova 4 with a  
MediaTek Helio G99

Tecno launched its budget-
friendly Tecno Pova 4 in 
India today. The highlights 
of the smartphone include 
a MediaTek Helio G99 
processor, 8GB of RAM, 
a 90Hz refresh rate display 
and a 50MP dual rear cam-
era setup. For the unversed, 
the company had recently 
launched its Tecno Pova 4 
Pro with MediaTek Helio 
A22 chipset at Rs 6,099, 
earlier this year. Also Read 
- Tecno to launch Phantom 
X2 series, Megabook S1 
laptop today: How to watch, 
watch to expect Tecno 
Pova 4 pricing, availability 
Tecno Pova 4 is launched 
in one single storage vari-
ant in India. It offer 8GB 
RAM and 128GB of inter-
nal storage and is priced at 
Rs 11,999. The smartphone 
will be available for pur-
chase starting December 13 
exclusively on the Amazon 
India website. Also Read - 
Tecno POVA 4 India launch 
confirmed for December 7 
It comes in Cryolite Blue, 
Uranolith Grey and Magma 
Orange colour variants. 
Also Read - Tecno Pova 

4 to launch in India soon: 
Check expected price, specs 
Tecno Pova 4 specifications 
Tecno Pova 4 features a 
6.82-inch HD+ LCD dis-
play that offers 1640 × 720 
pixel resolution and a 90Hz 
refresh rate and a 180 Hz 
touch sampling rate. It is 
powered by octa-core Me-
diaTek Helio G99 processor 
and offers 8GB LPDDR4X 
RAM including 5GB vir-
tual RAM and 128GB of in-

ternal storage. You will also 
get a dedicated microSD 
card slot that supports up 
to 2TB microSD cards. The 
smartphone runs on An-
droid 12-based HiOS 12. 
For photography, the smart-
phone features a dual rear 
camera setup that houses a 
50MP primary sensor and 
an AI lens. For selfies and 
video calls, it comes with an 
8MP front-facing camera.

WhatsApp is soon expected to let users pin 
messages within chats, group

Meta-owned messaging 
platform WhatsApp is 
reportedly working on 
a new feature that will 
allow users to pin mes-
sages within chats and 
groups. The feature is 
useful as it will allow us-
ers to pin important mes-
sages to the top of the 
chat, reports WABeta-
Info. Also Read - How to 
search messages by date 
on WhatsApp WhatsApp 
might let you pin mes-
sages in chats in groups If 
a message is pinned and 
the recipient is using an 
old version of the appli-
cation, then the app will 
show a message in the 
conversation to ask to up-
grade to the latest version 
available on the store. 
Also Read - WhatsApp 
is expected to release a 
feature to let users create 
calling shortcuts More-
over, pinned messages 
will improve organisa-
tion in the groups which 
receive a lot of messag-

es, by allowing users to 
easily access important 
messages. Also Read - 
Twitter puts an end to 
its collaborative posting 
feature called ‘CoTweets’ 
The ability to pin mes-

sages within chats and 
groups is currently under 
development and is ex-
pected to be released in 
a future update of the ap-
plication, the report said. 
On Thursday, it was re-

ported that the messaging 
platform was working on 
a new feature which will 
allow users to create call-
ing shortcuts. The feature 
will be helpful for us-
ers who frequently make 

calls to the same person 
and do not want to go 
through the same process 
again and again, that is, 
opening the application 
and searching for the 
contact every time. Ad-
ditionally, WhatsApp is 
working on a new feature 
that will allow users to 
create calling shortcuts. 
The new calling short-
cut will automatically be 
added to the home screen 
of the user’s device, once 
created. This feature will 
be helpful for users who 
frequently make calls to 
the same person and do 
not want to go through 
the same process again 
and again, that is, open-
ing the application and 
searching for the contact 
every time. Last month, 
it was reported that the 
messaging platform was 
working on a new feature 
that will allow users to 
send photos in their origi-
nal quality.
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Adani Enterprises to be Removed From Dow 
Jones Sustainability Indices

New Delhi: S&P Dow 
Jones Indices has said 
Adani Enterprises will be 
removed from the Dow 
Jones Sustainability Indi-
ces due to recent allega-
tions of stock manipula-
tion and accounting fraud 
that were levelled against 
the conglomerate. “Ada-
ni Enterprises (XBOM: 
512599) will be removed 
from the Dow Jones Sus-
tainability Indices fol-
lowing a Media & Stake-
holder Analysis triggered 
by allegations of stock 
manipulation and ac-
counting fraud,” it said 
in a statement on Thurs-
day (local time).S&P 
Dow Jones Indices will 
make the changes to the 
Dow Jones Sustainability 
Indices, effective prior 

to the opening on Tues-
day -- February 7, 2023. 
This announcement by 
S&P Dow Jones Indices 

comes a week after a re-
port by a US-based Hin-
denburg Research, which 
surfaced on January 24, 

claimed the Adani Group 
of having weak business 
fundamentals, allega-
tions of stock manipu-

lation and accounting 
fraud, among others. The 
report raised concerns 
about shares of Adani 
group companies having 
a possibility of declining 
from their current levels, 
owing to high valuations. 
Following the report, 
the shares of all Adani 
Group companies have 
been consistently declin-
ing, though with varying 
degrees. According to 
S&P Global website, the 
Dow Jones Sustainabil-
ity Indices (DJSI) are a 
“family of best-in-class 
benchmarks” for inves-
tors who have recognized 
that sustainable business 
practices are critical to 
generating long-term 
shareholder value and 
who wish to reflect.

Vodafone Idea Network Downustomers Face 
Calling, Internet Issue; Twitteratis React

New Delhi: Network ser-
vice provider Vodafone-
Idea has seen its mobile 
network down again. 
The network was down 
in many areas since half 
an hour. As a result, lakhs 
of customers have been 
affected and it has been 
said that there will be no 
service for the next few 
hours. Downdetector.
in has reported a major 
surge of complaint re-
ports by users, over 1800 
customers reported the is-
sue.he poor management 
of the company is being 
heavily criticized by cus-
tomers on social media. 
According to the infor-
mation received, the call-
ing and internet services 
have been stopped. Cus-
tomers are facing prob-
lems for almost 1 hour. 

Due to lack of network, 
it has become difficult 
for customers to contact 
even the customer care 
center of the company. 
Some expressed strong 

displeasure with VI’s 
network on Twitter. Due 
to this, Vodafone tags 
#Vodafone down #voda-
fone india are trending on 
Twitter. 

Pinterest Lays Off About 150 Employees 
Amid Cost-Cutting Measures

New Delhi:  Photo-shar-
ing social media platform 
Pinterest is reportedly 
laying off about 150 em-
ployees amid cost-cutting 
measures. The move af-
fected less than 5 per cent 
of Pinterest`s total work-
ers, reports Bloomberg, 
citing sources. “We`re 
making organisational 
changes to further set us 
up to deliver against our 
company priorities and 
our long-term strategy,” 
a Pinterest spokeswom-
an, was quoted as say-
ing. “Our employees are 
the heart of how we`re 
able to serve our Pinners 
around the world. All of 

the employees who were 
impacted contributed to 
Pinterest and as they tran-
sition, we`re committed 
to supporting them with 
separation packages, 
benefits and other servic-
es,” she added. The pho-
to-sharing social media 
company had about 4,000 
employees as of the end 
of the third quarter, said 
the report. Moreover, the 
report mentioned that the 
job cuts came from teams 
across the US-based 
company, though not 
all were affected to the 
same degree. With this, 
Pinterest joins other tech 
companies such as Ama-

zon, Microsoft, Meta and 
Google parent Alphabet 
that have cut thousands 
of jobs. Meanwhile, Dig-
ital payments company 
PayPal also announced 
that it is laying off 2,000 
full-time employees, or 
about 7 per cent of its 
global workforce, to ad-
dress the “challenging 
macroeconomic environ-
ment.” PayPal President 
and CEO Dan Schulman 
said that these job re-
ductions will occur over 
the coming weeks, with 
some organisations im-
pacted more than others.

 Revamped I-T Regime to Get ‘Fabulous’ 
Response, Says Income Tax Official

New Delhi: The benefit 
of the revamped I-T re-
gime will percolate down 
to every section of the 
taxpayer and the govern-
ment expects a ‘fabulous’ 
response to it, a top In-
come Tax official said on 
Friday. The 2023-24 Bud-
get has proposed changes 
to the new optional tax 
regime which provides 
that no tax would be lev-
ied on annual income of 
up to Rs 7 lakh. It also al-
lowed taxpayers to claim 
standard deduction of Rs 
50,000 -- a move seen as 
a push for the salaried 
class to switch to the new 
tax regime where no ex-
emptions on investments 
are provided. “The bene-
fit percolates down to ev-
ery section of taxpayer.... 
Considering that stan-
dard deduction will be 
available to salaried tax-
payers in the new regime, 
effectively a salaried em-
ployee with an income 
of Rs 7.50 lakh would 
not be required to pay 
any tax,” Central Board 
of Direct Taxes (CBDT) 

Chairman Nitin Gupta 
said. In addition to ex-
tending the standard de-
duction, the Budget has 
also raised the exemption 
limit and tweaked the tax 
rates to make the new 
regime, which was origi-
nally introduced in 2020-
21, attractive to taxpay-
ers. Under the revamped 
new tax regime, no tax 

would be levied for in-
come up to Rs 3 lakh. 
Income between Rs 3-6 
lakh would be taxed at 5 
per cent; Rs 6-9 lakh at 
10 per cent, Rs 9-12 lakh 
at 15 per cent, Rs 12-15 
lakh at 20 per cent and 
income of Rs 15 lakh and 
above will be taxed at 
30 per cent. The new tax 
regime will be more ben-

eficial for a person who 
does not have enough 
investments to claim I-T 
deductions. “We have 
tried to sweeten the 
scheme as much as pos-
sible because it is hassle 
free, it does not require 
taxpayer to include any 
documentation as well 
as it is easier for the tax 
administration to admin-

ister the scheme,” Gupta 
said. He said the lower 
corporate regime with no 
exemption, which was 
introduced in 2019, was 
received well by busi-
nesses. “We expect that 
the response to the pro-
posed new (personal in-
come tax) scheme would 
be fabulous,

Bad News for Common Man! This State Govt 
Imposes 90 Paise / Litre VAT on Petrol, Diesel

‘Dhoodh Mangoge...’: Blinkit, Zomato bill-
board collab leaves netizens excited

New Delhi: Delivery 
apps Zomato and Blink-
it’s billboard marketing 
collaboration is garner-
ing a lot of praise from 
netizens, calling it ‘the 
best collab ever’. Zom-
ato and Blinkit came 
together to create the 
billboard collaboration 
for marketing and ad-
vertisment. They used 
the popular bollywood 
movie dialogue ‘Maa 
Tujhe Salam’ in which 
the protagonist once 
said, “Doodh Mangoge, 
Kheer denge; Kashmir 
mangoge, Cheer denge.” 
ALSO READ | Elon 
Musk replies THIS to 
Twitter user who mocked 
him for losing $200 bil-
lion They both implanted 
their billboards close to 
each other to show the 
collaboration. Blinkit’s 
billboard, which was 
placed in close to Zoma-
to said, doodh mangoge, 
doodh denge. In not so 
far distance, there was 
placed Zomato’s bill-
board. There’s written 
another line of the prov-
erb, ‘Kheer mangoge, 
kheer denge.’ | OnePlus 

11 images leaked online; 
Here’s what we know so 
far about upcoming pre-
mium smartphone - In 
PICS Zomato Co-found-
er, CTO Gunjan Patidar 
resigns Online food de-
livery platform Zomato 
Ltd said its Co-founder 
and Chief Technology 
Officer Gunjan Patidar 
resigned from the post on 
Monday. Patidar was one 
of the first few employ-
ees of Zomato and built 
the core tech systems for 
the company, it said in a 
regulatory filing. “Over 
the last ten-plus years, 
he also nurtured a stel-

lar tech leadership team 
that is capable of taking 
on the mantle of leading 
the tech function going 
forward. His contribu-
tion to building Zomato 
has been invaluable,” the 
company said. It, how-
ever, did not disclose the 
reasons for his resigna-
tion. In November last 
year, another co-founder 
of the company, Mohit 
Gupta, resigned. Gupta, 
who had joined Zoma-
to four-and-half years 
back, was elevated to 
co-founder in 2020 from 
the position of CEO of its 
food delivery business.

New Delhi: Aimed at 
generating additional 
revenue, the Punjab gov-
ernment has decided to 
impose a 90 paise per 
litre VAT on petrol and 
diesel in a meeting of the 
state cabinet here on Fri-
day. When asked if any 
cess has been imposed on 
petrol and diesel, Hous-
ing and Urban Devel-
opment Minister Aman 
Arora said, “Cess (VAT) 
has been imposed”. He 
was speaking to reporters 
after the cabinet meeting. 
“Cess (VAT) has been 
imposed because, for a 
long time, its need was 

felt.. And I think Punjab 
today needs revenue gen-
eration,” he said. When 
asked how much cess has 
been imposed, Arora said 
it will be 90 paise per li-
tre on petrol and diesel. 
The cabinet met here un-
der the chairmanship of 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann. “The Cabinet gave 
its approval for a margin-
al increase in the VAT rate 
levied on the sale of pet-
rol and diesel in the state. 
The increase in the VAT 
rate will lead to a mar-
ginal increase in the price 
of petrol and diesel by 
approximately 90 paise 

per litre. “This will bring 
more parity in prices of 
Petrol and Diesel in com-
parison with neighbour-
ing states,” said a Punjab 
government statement 
after the cabinet meet-
ing. Notably, with this 
move, the cash-strapped 
state government is eye-
ing to mop up additional 
revenue. This is the first 
tax on fuel imposed af-
ter the Aam Aadmi Party 
came to power last year. 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like 
Surprising online earn-
ing options available for 
Indians. GetsTake Learn 
GitHub Version Control 
- Book Free Masterclass 
Scaler Academy Earlier 
in November 2021, three 
months before the Febru-
ary 2022 state assembly 
polls, the then Congress-
led government in Punjab 
had lowered the VAT on 
petrol and diesel, mak-
ing them cheaper by Rs 
10 per litre and Rs 5 per 
litre in the state. Ash-
winder Singh Mongia, an 
executive member of the 

Petroleum Dealers Asso-
ciation of Punjab, on Fri-
day said that diesel was 
already much cheaper in 
some of the neighbouring 
states and the move will 
further widen the gap. 
Now, with the imposition 
of VAT, the state gov-
ernment hopes to mop 
up Rs 300-400 crore per 
annum, he said. Mongia 
said before the increase, 
the petrol rate in Mohali 
on Friday was Rs 97.11 
per litre and it will be 
over Rs 98 per litre from 
Saturday. On Friday, die-
sel cost in Mohali was 
Rs 87.44 per litre and 
now it will cost over Rs 
88 per litre, Mongia said. 
He said the fuel prices 
slightly vary between 10 
paise to 25 paise in dif-
ferent parts of the state 
depending on transporta-
tion costs. Giving price 
comparisons for diesel 
in neighbouring states as 
of Friday, Mongia said in 
Chandigarh per litre die-
sel was Rs 84.26, in Hi-
machal’s Baddi it was Rs 
84.67, in Jammu it was 

Rs 83.26, while petrol in 
Chandigarh was Rs 96.20 
per litre, in Baddi it was 
Rs 95.26 and in Jammu, 
it was Rs 97.50 per litre. 
He said the tax compo-
nent on fuel in Punjab 
state at present includes 
“existing cess on diesel 
in the state is Rs 1.05 per 
litre while on petrol it is 
Rs 2.05 per litre while on 
both fuels 10 paise per li-
tre is urban transport fund 
and 25 paise per litre spe-
cial infrastructure devel-
opment fee”. Specifically 
talking about diesel, he 
said the price gap with 
other states will encour-
age its smuggling. Mon-
gia, who is also President 
of the Mohali Petroleum 
Dealers Association, 
said before the polls, 
AAP had assured that if 
voted to power, they will 
make VAT on fuel at par 
with neighbouring states. 
“Petroleum Dealers As-
sociation of Punjab had 
proposed to the AAP be-
fore last year’s polls that 
if they can make diesel 
prices.
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Messi Reveals Return Date for Barcelona 
Amid PSG Contract Extension Saga

Seven-time Ballon d’Or 
winner, Lionel Messi 
spent most of his aston-
ishing career in Spain 
playing for his childhood 
club FC Barcelona. A 
difficult financial situ-
ation resulted in Messi 
becoming a free agent 

in 2021 and signing for 
Paris Saint-Germain 
(PSG). Since Messi’s ar-
rival in Paris, fans have 
been wondering whether 
the World Cup winner 
will return to FC Barce-
lona, which he calls his 
‘home’. “When I finish 

my career, I will return 
to live in Barcelona, it’s 
my home,” said the Ar-
gentine on his potential 
return to Spain, as per 
Diario Ole. : Cristiano 
Ronaldo’s Al Nassr vs Al 
Fateh LIVE Streaming 
Details: When and Where 
to Watch Saudi Arabia 
Pro League in India?) 
by TaboolaSponsored 
LinksYou May Like Get 
Certified from IIT Roor-
kee EICT & Intellipaat 
Intellipaat Software De-
velopment Program - 
Free Live Masterclass 
Scaler Academy Messi 
left Camp Nou in 2021. 
The PSG star is expected 
to sign an extension with 
the French giants at the 
Parc des Princes. Several 
reports also suggest that 
the 35-year-old will head 
to MLS at some stage in 
his career. FC Barcelona 
have left the door open 
for Messi with the club 
president Joan Laporta 
suggesting the former 

forward deserved a better 
farewell than he received 
in 2021. Interestingly, 
Messi’s former captain 
and team Xavi Hernandez 
has the hot seat of head 
coach at Camp Nou at 
the moment. Barca’s vice 
president Eduard Romeu 
also suggested that Messi 
can return to the Spanish 
giants stating it would 
be possible ‘financially’. 
(READ: Mason Green-
wood: Rape and Assault 
Charges against Man-
chester United Forward 
Dropped, Read Details 
Here) “It would be pos-
sible financially, because 
if he returned it would be 
as a free agent,” he said 
Wednesday on Catalunya 
Radio (via ESPN’s Sam 
Marsden and Moises 
Llorens). Messi signed 
a two-year contract with 
PSG in August 2021 and 
both parties have agreed 
to an extension. Wonder 
why Messi left.

Manchester United breeze past Bournemouth 
to consolidate top four spots

Manchester United eased 
to a 3-0 win against Bour-
nemouth on Tuesday, 
strengthening their grip 
on a Premier League top-
four place after a fourth 
straight league win. A 
first-half goal from Brazil 
World Cup star Casemiro 
and second-half strikes 
from England interna-
tionals Luke Shaw and 
Marcus Rashford gave 
Erik ten Hag’s men a 
ninth win in 10 games in 
all competitions. United, 
who lost their first two 
Premier League games of 
the season, have now gar-
nered 35 points from 17 
games, level with third-
placed Newcastle and 
five points ahead of Tot-
tenham, in fifth. Rashford 
came back into United’s 
starting XI for the visit 
to Old Trafford of strug-
gling Bournemouth, who 
are just two points above 
the relegation zone. The 
England forward was 
dropped at Wolves after 

oversleeping and miss-
ing a meeting but came 
off the bench to bag the 
winner, and returned 
as one of four changes 
alongside Harry Magu-
ire, Victor Lindelof, and 
Donny van de Beek. 
Read more: Toothless 
Liverpool stung 3-1 by 
the Bees of Brentford in 
Premier League encoun-

ter Casemiro broke the 
deadlock for the home 
side in the 23rd minute. 
Rashford was fouled by 
Adam Smith on the left 
and Christian Eriksen 
floated in a free-kick 
which Casemiro met at 
the near post to apply the 
finish. United doubled 
their lead early in the 
second half. England de-

fender Luke Shaw started 
and finished the move, 
bursting forward from 
his own half and shifting 
the ball rightwards before 
arriving to turn in substi-
tute Alejandro Garna-
cho’s low cross. WATCH 
| Manchester United fans 
continue their protest 
against the Glazer family.

Ford officially returns to F1 in a 
new partnership with Red Bull

American car manufac-
turer Ford will return to 
Formula One in 2026 
with a link-up with world 
champions Red Bull, the 
company said on Friday. 
Ford said they were en-
tering a “long term stra-
tegic technical partner-
ship for the development 
of the next-gen hybrid 
power unit to be used 
from the 2026 Formula 
1 season onwards.” The 
company said they would 
provide the power units 
for both the Red Bull 

team and the Alpha Tauri 
team from 2026 until at 
least 2030. “This is the 
start of a thrilling new 
chapter in Ford’s motor-
sports story that began 
when my great-grandfa-
ther (Henry Ford) won a 
race that helped launch 
our company,” said Bill 
Ford, executive chair. 
Ford last featured in F1 
in 2004 when they were 
partnered with Jordan 
and their return is a fur-
ther sign of the growth 
of the sport in the United 

States. Read more: From 
Niki Lauda to Jules Bi-
anchi: Horrific crashes in 
the history of Formula 1 
Ford have played a part 
in 10 constructors’ cham-
pionships and 13 drivers’ 
championships – making 
them the third most suc-
cessful engine manufac-
turer in F1 history with 
their most recent suc-
cess coming via Michael 
Schumacher’s win with 
Benetton in 1994. Red 
Bull unveiled their new 
car.

Mason Greenwood: Rape and Assault Charges 
against Manchester United Forward Dropped

Crown Prosecution Ser- vice on Thursday (Febru-
ary 2) dropped all charges of rape and assault against 
England and Manches- ter United footballer 
Mason Greenwood. As per the Associated Press, 
Greenwood was charged with these allegations 
in October 2022. A for- mal investigation was 
launched in January 2022 but Manchester United 
have released a statement saying Greenwood will no 
longer face charges of at- tempted rape and assault. 
“Manchester United notes the decision of the Crown 
Prosecution Service that all charges against Mason 
Greenwood have been dropped. The club will 
now conduct its own pro- cess before determining 
next steps. We will not make any further com-
ment until that process is complete,” read the state-
ment. (READ: Cristiano Ronaldo’s Al Nassr vs Al 
Fateh LIVE Streaming Details: When and Where 
to Watch Saudi Arabia Pro League in India?) by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksYou May Like Get Certified 
from IIT Roorkee EICT & Intellipaat Intellipaat 
Software Development Program - Free Live Mas-
terclass Scaler Academy The 21-year-old was ar-
rested in January 2022 af- ter videos and pictures of 
his alleged assault on his ex-girlfriend went viral 
on the internet. The Pre- mier League club decided 
to suspend the footballer until further notice. “I am 
relieved that this matter is now over and I would like 
to thank my family, loved ones and friends for their 
support. There will be no further comment at this 
time,” said Greenwood on the sensitive topic. In 
other news, Manchester United defender Raphael 
Varane announced his re-
tirement from the national 
team.

Ronaldo’s Al Nassr vs Al Fateh LIVE Streaming 
Details: When and Where to watch

Cristiano Ronaldo’s Al 
Nassr will face Al-Fateh 
on Friday (February 3) in 
their Saudi Pro League 
fixture. The Portuguese 
icon is set to make his 
second appearance for 
the Saudi Arabian club. 
Ronaldo has scored two 
goals in Saudi following 
the friendly clash against 
PSG but is yet to find a 
goal in a Al-Nassr jersey. 
Last week in the Saudi 
Super Cup, Ronaldo and 
co faced defeated and 
were knocked out of the 
tournament losing 3-1 
to Al-Ittihad. Al-Fateh 
are currently sixth in the 
league whereas Al-Nassr 
are leading the Saudi 
top-flight. Below are the 
LIVE Streaming details 
of Saudi Pro League, Al 
Nassr vs Al Fateh match: 
When is the Saudi Pro 
League match between 
Al Nassr vs Al Fateh? 
The Saudi Pro League 
match between AL Nassr 

vs Al Fateh will take 
place on Friday, Febru-
ary 3rd. Where is the 
Saudi Super Cup semi-
final match between Al 
Nassr vs Al Fateh? The 
Saudi Pro League match 
between AL Nassr vs 
Al Fateh will be played 
at Prince Abdullah bin 
Jalawi Sports City Sta-
dium. What time does 
the Saudi Pro League 
match between Al Nassr 
vs Al Fateh begin? The 
Saudi Pro League match 
between Al Nassr vs Al 
Fateh will begin at 8:30 
PM IST. Which TV chan-
nels will broadcast the 
Saudi Pro League match 
between AL Nassr vs Al 
Fateh? The Saudi Pro 
League match between 
Al Nassar vs Al Fateh 
will not be broadcast in 
India. How do I watch 
online live streaming of 
the Saudi Pro League 
match between Al Nassr 
vs Al Fateh.

Dipa Karmakar, Indian Gymnast, Serving 
21-Month Ban for Failing Dope Test

India’s gymnast Dipa 
Karmakar has been serv-
ing a 21-month ban for 
failing a dope Test, a 
statement from Interna-
tional Testing Agency 
(ITA) revealed. Kar-
makar’s dope sample 
collected out-of-com-
petition by the ITA, an 
independent organisation 
that manages the anti-
doping programme of 
the International Gym-
nastics Federation (FIG), 
was found to contain 
Higenamine, which is a 
prohibited substance un-
der World Anti-Doping 
Agency Code. Karma-
kar too posted a note on 
Twitter to confirm the 
same and also informed 
that the ban ends in July. 
She wrote that she had 
unknowingly consumsed 
the banned substance and 
that she is happy her ban 

period has been reduced 
by 3 months. Karmakar 
will be able to play sport 
professionaly from July 
2023. Also Read | Dipa 

Karmakar shocked, puz-
zled after international 
gymnastics federation 
marks her ‘suspended’, 
says coach Bishweshwar 

Nandi Her ban period 
will end on July 10 this 
year as it was counted 
from the day (October 
11, 2011) the sample was 
collected. “The ITA con-
firms that Dipa Karma-
kar has been suspended 
for a 21-month period, 
effective until 10 July 
2023 after testing posi-
tive for higenamine (S3. 
Beta-2 Agonists as per 
the World Anti-Doping 
Agency prohibited list),” 
the ITA said in a state-
ment late on Friday. 
“The positive sample 
was collected on behalf 
of the FIG in the scope 
of an out-of-competition 
control on 11 October 
2021,” it added. The 
Switzerland based non-
profit organisation works 
under the supervision of 
WADA and International 
Olympic Committee.

 (France) on Thursday, 
the second major player 
to leave Les Bleus fol-
lowing the World Cup 
final.
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Salaam Venky

Less than a month after 
its theatrical release, Ka-
jol and Vishal Jethwa’s 
film ‘Salaam Venky’ is 
all set to release on the 
digital platform. Adapted 
from the book ‘The Last 
Hurrah,’ the film will 
premiere on February 
10 on ZEE5. Directed 

by Revathy, the film tells 
the emotional story of 
a mother-son duo. Co-
written by Kausar Mu-
nir and Sameer Arora, 
the ‘Slice of Life’ drama 
tells the story of a chess 
player named Kolavennu 
Venkatesh, who is suffer-
ing from Duchenne mus-

cular dystrophy (DMD), 
and how his mother did 
everything possible to 
make her son’s life full 
of fun and adventure. 
The Woman King movie 
review: A stirring, ac-
tion-packed historical 
epic Talking about the 
film’s digital release, Ka-

jol said: “After Salaam 
Venky, all I have learned 
is that life is uncertain, 
so don’t spend your time 
worrying about the future 
or living in the past. Live 
your life to the fullest. I 
feel proud of being rec-
ognised for such a mean-
ingful film, and I am glad 

my fans will get to watch 
it once again on ZEE5.’’ 
Announcing the digi-
tal release, Kajol said, 
“Here’s to celebrating 
life and the undying bond 
between a mother and 
son. ‘Salaam Venky’ pre-
mieres on @zee5 on Feb-
ruary 10th.’’ View this 
post on Instagram A post 
shared by Kajol Devgan 
(@kajol) × Apart from 
Kajol, the film also stars 
Aahana Kumra, Rahul 
Bose, Rajeev Khandel-
wal, Prakash Raj, Anant 
Mahadevan, and Priya-
mani. Aamir Khan has 
also made a cameo in the 
film. Produced by Suuraj 
Singh, Shraddha Agraw-
al, and Varsha Kukreja 
under the banners of 
BLIVE Productions and 
RTAKE Studios.

Vicky Kaushal

Mumbai: Filmmaker 
Karan Johar on Fri-
day (Feb 3) announced 
that his next production 
venture starring Vicky 
Kaushal, Triptii Dimri 
and Ammy Virk will 
hit the cinema halls on 
August 25. Directed by 
Anand Tiwari of ‘Maja 
Ma’ fame, the yet unti-
tled film is presented by 
Prime Video in associa-

tion with Johar’s Dharma 
Productions and Leo Me-
dia Collective. “We’re 
bringing together three 
absolute POWERHOUS-
ES OF TALENT - Vicky 
Kaushal, Ammy Virk & 
Triptii Dimri, led by the 
supremely talented direc-
tor Anand Tiwari. “Get 
ready, it will be entertain-
ment unlimited as this yet 
to be titled film makes its 

way to the cinema halls 
on 25th August, 2023!” 
Johar posted on Insta-
gram. Details about the 
film’s plot are currently 
under wraps. The team 
started filming for the 
movie in March last year. 
Vicky will next be seen in 
‘Sam Bahadur’, directed 
by Meghna Gulzar. Trip-
tii, whose last release.

This Happened: Lilly Singh Made Hailey Bieber 
Dance To Kaho Naa Pyaar Hai

New Delhi: After actress 
Drew Barrymore, You-
Tuber Lilly Singh made 
another celebrity from 
the West dance to Bol-
lywood tunes. This time, 
it is supermodel Hailey 
Bieber. On Friday, Lilly 
shared a video, where 
she is dancing with Hai-
ley to Hrithik Roshan’s 
popular track Kaho Naa 
Pyaar Hai from his debut 
film of the same name 
which released in 2000. 
The clip starts with Lilly 
Singh who is dressed in a 
brown leather co-ord set. 
As she continues dancing 
to the track, sung by Alka 
Yagnik and Udit Naray-
an, she is joined by Hai-
ley Bieber, who perfectly 
aces the signature step. 
Going by Lilly Singh’s 
caption, it is safe to say 
that she has become Hai-
ley’s “new favourite Ca-
nadian” (of course, after 
her husband and Canadi-
an singer Justin Bieber). 
Sharing the fun clip that 
was made during the 

shoot of Hailey Bieber’s 
show, Lilly Singh wrote, 
“When you make a new 
friend… but they’re also 
a stunning model (laugh-
ing icon) like hiii, Hai-
ley Bieber. (Fire icon). 
PS: Had a blast shooting 
your show and becoming 
your new fav Canadian.” 
Lilly Singh’s post is al-
ready a hit on social me-
dia. Reacting to it, Punja-
bi actress Sonam Bajwa 
commented, “Oh my 
my” with red heart icons 
while Never Have I Ever 
star Poorna Jagannathan 
wrote, “Noooooo yes-
ss.” British designer Tan 
France’s comment read, 
“She’s (Hailey) the cut-
est and sweetest” where-
as model Halima called 
the duo dancing to Bol-
lywood song “cute.” See 
Hailey Bieber and Lilly 
Singh dancing to Kaho 
Naa Pyaar Hai here: This 
is not the first time Lilly 
Singh has made a Holly-
wood celebrity dance to a 
Bollywood song. Earlier, 

she made actress Drew 
Barrymore groove to the 
Bollywood track Chura 
Ke Dil Mera, which is 

picturised on Akshay 
Kumar and Shilpa Shet-
ty. “Finally met Drew 
Barrymore and she legit 

stole my heart (a pun at 
the song’s name). Also, 
didn’t she nail this?! 
Ugh. A queen.

Boney Kapoor Breaks Silence on 
Daughter Janhvi Kapoor’s Tamil Debut

Mumbai: Janhvi Ka-
poor’s fans will need to 
wait a little longer to see 
her in Tamil film. After 
the reports surfaced on-
line stating that Janhvi is 
all set to star in ‘Paiyaa 
2’, her father and ace film 
producer Boney Kapoor, 

on Friday, took to Twitter 
and clarified that the ac-
tress has not signed any 
Tamil project. He also re-
quested the media to not 
spread ‘false rumours’. 
“Dear Media Friends, 
This is to bring to your 
notice that Janhvi Ka-

poor has not committed 
to any Tamil Films at the 
moment, requesting not 
to spread false rumors,” 
Boney’s tweet read. 
Meanwhile, Janhvi is 
currently basking in the 
success of ‘Mili’, which 
marked her first pro-
fessional collaboration 
with her father. Helmed 
by Mathukutty Xavier, 
the film also stars Sun-
ny Kaushal and Manoj 
Pahwa in the lead roles. 
‘Mili’, a survivor-thriller 
film, is a remake of the 
2019 Malayalam movie 
‘Helen’. Said to be based 
on true events, the film 
traces the struggles of 
Janhvi as Mili, who races 
against time to stay alive 
inside a freezer. In the 
upcoming months, Jan-
hvi will also be seen in 
director Nitesh Tiwari’s 
film ‘Bawaal’ alongside 
Varun Dhawan. The film 
was earlier supposed to 
release on April 7, 2023. 
However, due to the im-
pending VFX and tech-
nical requirements.

Aditya Chopra Keeps his 30-Year-Old 
Promise to Shah Rukh Khan with Pathaan

Tu Jhoothi Main Makkaar: Tere Pyaar Mein 
Song Crosses 30 mn Views on YouTube

NEW DELHI: The pep-
piest musical number of 
the year from the much 
anticipated ‘Tu Jhoothi 
Main Makkaar’ sung by 
Arijit Singh came out 
this week and our week 
couldn’t get any better. 
This upbeat tune is be-
ing played on a loop and 
is already topping the 
chartbusters. Recently, 
the lead actress of the 
film, Shraddha Kapoor 
who is the most loved 
celebrity on social me-
dia, dropped an adorable 
video recreating the song 
with pani-puri. In the 
caption, she wrote, “Aap 
log kiske pyaar mein 

Bheege Bheege Bheege? 
Comments mein batao 
aur apni apni reels banao 
#TerePyaarMein” by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksY-
ou May Like Software 
Development Program 
- Free Live Masterclass 
Scaler Academy Learn 
from IIT Madras Faculty 
& Industry Experts Intel-
lipaat View this post on 
Instagram A post shared 
by Shraddha ₹ (@shrad-
dhakapoor) The hilarious 
recreation of the video 
has already started trend-
ing on social media, and 
is becoming a rage. The 
fresh chemistry between 
the duo Ranbir-Shraddha 

on the streets of Spain, 
the love-filled verses 
sung by Arijit Singh, 
and the picturesque lo-
cation, everything about 
‘Tere Pyaar Mein’ was 
loved and adored by the 
audiences, garnering 30 

M in the first 24 hours. 
Taking to social media, 
the makers made a post 
thanking the audience for 
the immense love they 
showered and uploaded a 
video saying 30 Million 
people.

New Delhi: Shah Rukh 
Khan was presented as a 
romantic hero that gen-
erations of Indians fell 
in love with by YRF’s 
Aditya Chopra who pro-
duced and directed the 
iconic all-time block-

buster Dilwale Dulhania 
Le Jayenge. But little do 
people know that Aditya 
had promised SRK that he 
would do an action film 
with him! With Pathaan, 
Adi keeps his 30-year-
old promise to his close 

friend Shah Rukh! SRK 
reveals, “ We were shoot-
ing for Darr and during 
the shoot all of us - Pam 
aunty, Adi, Juhi, we used 
to play scrabble at night. 
From the entire unit, I 
was very close to Adi, 
as we were of the same 
age and we had a good 
understanding. I have al-
ways been very fond of 
Adi.” He adds, “One day, 
it was Adi’s birthday, and 
he asked me if I will do 
a film and I said ‘I would 
love to do it’. And then 
he narrated something 
where I would be an ac-
tion hero. Because I was 
doing Darr as well, I also 

got excited about it. Then 
3-4 years later, he called 
and said I am coming to 
narrate an action film. I 
really wanted to play an 
action hero because no 
one was offering me that 
genre.” SRK further says, 
“So, it was my dream to 
do an action film - where 
I am wearing a white 
vest, I have a great body, 
there’s blood, I am with a 
girl, holding a gun. Then 
Adi came and narrated 
the film to me in Meh-
boob studio - That film 
was Dilwale Dulhaniya 
Le Jayenge. I was like 
ismein action Kahan hai 
He adds.

OTT release: Here’s when and where you can watch Kajol-starrer film

Triptii Dimri’s Starrer to Arrive in Theatres on August 25


