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6 Arrested For Robbing 
Milk Distributor Of Rs 17 

Lakh In Delhi

Delhi Court Seeks DDA, 
Government Responses 

Over Demolition In Mehrauli

Income Tax Survey 
of BBC Offices in 
Delhi, Mumbai Enters 

Second day

I-T survey on 
BBC political 
vendetta 
of BJP govt: 
Mamata

Delhi Feb15: West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Wednesday 
described as “very unfor-
tunate” the Income Tax de-
partment’s survey on BBC 
India’s offices and alleged 
that it is political vendetta 
of the BJP-led central gov-
ernment. The Income Tax 
department’s action came 
weeks after the broadcaster 
aired a two-part documen-
tary, “India: The Modi Ques-
tion”, on the prime minister 
and the 2002 Gujarat riots. 
“It is very unfortunate; it is 
political vendetta of the BJP 
government,” Banerjee said 
at her chamber in the West 
Bengal assembly. Such ac-
tions affect freedom of the 
press, she said alleging that 
the saffron party is control-
ling the media. “One day 
there will be no media in 
the country.… They (BJP 
leaders) don’t care about 
people’s mandate, their 
only mandate.

Sivasankar’s 
arrest: 
Congress, 
BJP slam Left 
govt; seek 
CM’s reply
Delhi Feb15: The reported 
arrest of former bureau-
crat M Sivasankar by the 
Enforcement Directorate 
in connection with the al-
leged Life Mission scandal 
on Wednesday triggered 
sharp political reactions in 
Kerala as opposition par-
ties slammed the Left gov-
ernment and urged Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
to break his silence on the 
development. The former 
principal secretary to Vijay-
an and once his close confi-
dant, Sivasankar was taken 
into custody by the ED on 
Tuesday night in connec-
tion with alleged violation 
of the Foreign Contribution 
(Regulations) Act in the Life 
Mission, a flagship housing 
project of the state gov-
ernment. Though he has 
reportedly been arrested, 
no official confirmation 
has come up in this regard 
so far. The opposition Con-
gress, which had earlier 
raised several corruption 
charges in connection with 
the Life Mission, said truth 
would come out one day 
even if it is covered by a 
golden vessel and the ar-
rest of Sivasankar is the lat-
est proof for this. Leader of 
Opposition in the state As-
sembly.

‘Just Jumlas’, No ‘Facts’: Mehbooba Mufti
on Amit Shah’s ‘Naya Kashmir’ Remark

SRINAGAR:Feb15:  Former 
Jammu and Kashmir chief 
minister Mehbooba Mufti 
has made a stinging attack 
on Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah, saying his state-
ments are mere ‘jumlas’ and 
there are no facts or truth in 
them. Attacking Shah, the 
PDP leader said, ‘’He has 
himself admitted that he 
keeps making such state-
ments.  He has accepted 
that he has used such jum-
las during the elections. It is 
for the first time in history 
that a state was converted 
into a Union Territory. And 
now to divert the issue of 
Adani, they are using such 
tactics again. They always 
use Jammu and Kashmir 
to divert the attention of 

the country. I have to say 
that the land of Jammu 
and Kashmir belongs to 
the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir. I want the people 
to take control of the land. 
‘’ On being asked about 
Shah’s “Naya Kashmir” 
statement, Mehbooba said, 
“J&K State has been down-
graded to Union Territory, 
the economy is at stake, but 
to divert the attention from 
main issues, She added em-

ployed people are being 
unemployed by throwing 
them out of departments, 
people including journal-
ists are being jailed and 
houses are being demol-
ished, is this Naya Kashmir.” 
On Indi’s G-20 presidency, 
she said that the summit 
at a time of raiding BBC 
offices and demolishing 
houses will have serious 
consequences for country’s 
reputation. Addressing a 
news conference, Mehboo-
ba appealed to the people 
to take control of their land 
as it belongs to them and 
in absence of the govern-
ment, people including 
Mohalla Committees, Pan-
chayats and others should 
take control of their land 

in their respective areas. 
“People were earlier being 
called anti-national and 
now they are being called 
encroachers,” she said. Me-
hbooba said people are be-
ing suppressed in one way 
or the other, however, sen-
timents of people about 
Kashmir resolution cannot 
be jailed like the way peo-
ple, especially youth have 
been jailed and shifted to 
outside Jammu and Kash-
mir. On the PDP-BJP coali-
tion in past, Mehbooba 
said her father had taken a 
wise decision. “During the 
coalition government, we 
didn’t allow their agenda 
to prevail. We didn’t allow 
them to carry out any anti-
people activity. People can 

Hosted State Street EVP, Global CIO & Head of 
Enterprise resiliency, Mr. Brian Franz and all 
of his technology leadership today at T-Hub  

Delighted to know their 
decision to choose Hyder-
abad as one of their core 

destinations for 
building the Global Capa-
bility Center (GCC) in 2017 

is reaping huge benefits, 
both in terms of attracting 
world class talent.

Amid LAC Tension, Union Cabinet Sanctions 7
New ITBP Battalions; 9,400 Personnel for Sino-India Border

NEW DELHI: feb15:  The 
Union Cabinet on Wednes-
day sanctioned seven new 
battalions and an opera-
tional border base with a 
fresh strength of 9,400 per-
sonnel for the India-China 
LAC guarding force Indo-Ti-
betan Border Police (ITBP), 
officials said. The proposal 
was cleared after the meet-
ing of the cabinet that was 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. According 
to the government sanc-
tion, the fresh manpower 
will be utilised for manning 
47 new border posts and a 
dozen ‘staging.

 camps’ or troops bases 
along this frontier. The 
armies of India and China 
are engaged in a standoff 
in Ladakh since 2020. The 
about 90,000 personnel 
strong ITBP was raised in 

the aftermath of the 1962 
Chinese aggression and 
it is tasked to guard the 
3,488-km-long Line of Ac-
tual Control (LAC) on India’s 
eastern flank. The situa-
tion along the LAC has re-

mained tense and the same 
has been confirmed by 
External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar time and again. 
India and China held a fresh 
round of high-level military 
talks on December 20 with 
a focus on resolving the re-
maining issues in eastern 
Ladakh. A joint statement 
said the talks were “frank 
and in-depth” keeping in 
line with the guidance 
provided by the leaders of 
the two countries to work 
for the resolution of the 
remaining issues at the 
earliest. “The 17th round 
of India-China Corps Com-

Meghalaya Elections 2023
Women Empowerment, Employment for 

Youth Take Centre Stage in BJP Manifesto

Shillong Feb15:  (Meghala-
ya): BJP national president 
JP Nadda on Wednesday 
released the manifesto for 
the upcoming Meghalaya 

Assembly polls in the state 
capital Shillong. Elaborat-
ing on the manifesto titled 
‘eMpowered Meghalaya’, 
Nadda said the ‘M’ in its 

name signifies “Modi for 
Meghalaya”. Speaking at 
the unveiling of the party’s 
poll pledges, the BJP na-
tional president said the 
potential of the Northeast 
state, which is rich in cul-
ture and tradition, hasn’t 
been suitably harnessed 
and utilised to date. He said 
there is a lot to be done in 
the state as there is plenty 
of scope for development. 
“Corruption is also a major 
issue, which has posed a 
hindrance to the develop-

President Murmu 
To Address Spe-
cial Session Of 
Arunachal As-
sembly On Feb 21

NEW DELHI: feb15: Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu 
will attend a statehood 
day function in Arunachal 
Pradesh on February 20 
and also address a special 
session of the state assem-
bly the next day, an official 
said on Wednesday. This 
will be her maiden visit to 
the northeastern state after 
becoming the President. 
Murmu will address mem-
bers of the House during 
a special session convened 
by Governor Brig (Retd) 
Dr B D Mishra on February 
21, Assembly Secretary K 
Habung said. Murmu will 
attend the 37th statehood 
day function here on Feb-
ruary 20 as the chief guest. 
Arunachal Pradesh, which 
was earlier known as the 
North-East Frontier Agency 
(NEFA), gained Union Terri-
tory status on January 20, 
1972. It attained the status 
of a state on February 20, 
1987. The president will 
arrive at the newly built 
Donyi Polo Airport.

‘New Tradition’ Of Allegations
Counter-Allegations In Parliament, Assemblies 

Not Proper For Democracy: Om Birla

NEW DELHI: feb15: Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
on Wednesday said a “new 
tradition” of levelling al-
legations and counter-al-
legations being observed 
in Parliament and state As-
semblies these days is not 

proper for the country’s 
constitutional democracy, 
and stressed the need for 
constructive debate and 
discussion in Houses to 
make democracy “lively 
and active”. Inaugurating 
a two-day orientation pro-

gramme for elected mem-
bers of the Gujarat Legisla-
tive Assembly here, he also 
said that while criticism is a 
“shuddhi yagna” (purifica-
tion ritual) in democracy, 
disrupting the Houses “in a 
planned manner” and caus-
ing disruption in speeches 
of governors are “not a 
good tradition”. “Wherever 
required, one should criti-
cise the government’s poli-
cies, provide constructive 
suggestions. In democracy, 
criticism is a ‘shuddhi yag-
na’. But the new tradition 
of aarop-pratyarop (allega-
tions and counter-allega-

Dalit Student Alleged Suicide At IIT
Mumbai Raises Questions Over Safe Spaces For Dalit Students

Mumbai Feb 15: An 18-year-
old Dalit student allegedly 
died by suicide after he told 
his family members that he 
was facing discrimination 
in college for his caste. The 
police has registered a case 
of accidental death after he 
apparently jumped of the 
seventh floor. The death 
has sparked discussions 
and outrage around the 
need for a more inclusive 
and safe space for margin-
alised students on campus. 
The Ambedkar Periyar Ph-
ule Study Circle (APPSC), 
IIT Bombay alleged that the 
incident is a case of “institu-
tional murder”, reports the 
New Indian Express. The 
APPSC said that they have 

been demanding a Dalit, 
caste-sensitive counsellor 

in the institution but it has 
failed to include one.

Biden and Modi discussed importance
of US-India strategic technology partnership: White House

NEW DELHI: feb15: Presi-
dent Joe Biden and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
discussed the importance 
of the US-India strategic 
technology partnership 
and committed to contin-
ue working together and 
in groups like the Quad to 
advance economic growth 
and expand cooperation 
on their shared priorities, 
a presidential spokesper-
son has said. A phone call 
between the two leaders 
took place on Tuesday fol-

lowing the announcement 
of a historic deal between 

Boeing and Air India for the 
latter to buy more than 200 

planes from the American 
plane manufacturer. “They 
also discussed the impor-
tance of the strategic tech-
nology partners between 
India and the United States. 
And the two leaders reaf-
firmed the strength of the 
US-India relationship, and 
committed to continue 
working together and in 
groups like the Quad to 
advance economic growth 
for our two countries and 
expand cooperation on 
their shared priorities,” 

White House Press Secre-
tary Karine Jean-Pierre told 
reporters at a news confer-
ence. In November 2017, 
the US, Australia, India and 
Japan gave shape to the 
long-pending proposal 
of setting up the Quad to 
develop a new strategy to 
keep the critical sea routes 
in the Indo-Pacific free of 
any influence, amid China’s 
growing military presence 
in the strategic region. Chi-
na claims nearly all of the 
disputed South China Sea, 

though Taiwan, the Philip-
pines, Brunei, Malaysia and 
Vietnam all claim parts of 
it. Beijing has built artificial 
islands and military instal-
lations in the South China 
Sea. Responding to a ques-
tion, she said the White 
House does not have a trip 
or a meeting to announce 
at this time. “I’ll just leave 
it there. But they had a 
very good discussion,” she 
said when asked whether 
President Biden has invited 
Prime Minister Modi.
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Telangana forced to take loans
Hyderabad: Contrary to 
allegations by Bharatiya 
Janata Party leaders and 
Union Ministers, figures 
and statistics prove that 
it is the Centre’s indif-
ference that is pushing 
Telangana into debts. 
Data furnished by the 
Centre in the Parlia-
ment on Monday reveals 
that the Union govern-
ment’s timely support 
to the country’s young-
est and fastest growing 
State could have avoided 
a debt of at least Rs 1.5 
lakh crore from borrow-
ings to the tune of Rs 
4.33 lakh crore availed 
by the State government, 
its public sector enter-
prises and corporations. 
Harish Rao slams Cen-
tre over delay in finalis-
ing Telangana’s share 
in Krishna River water 
Centre’s contribution for 
development of ULBs in 
Telangana nominal: KTR 
As per the Centre’s data, 
the Telangana govern-
ment has a total debt of 

Rs 2,83,452 crore at the 
end of March 2022, com-
pared to Rs 75,577 crore 
it had on June 2, 2014, at 
the time when the new 
State was formed. Of 
this, Rs 2,07,875 crore 
was freshly borrowed 
after State formation. 
Another Rs 1.5 lakh 
crore was borrowed by 
public sector enterprises 
and corporations in the 
State for implementing 
the Kaleshwaram Lift 
Irrigation Scheme, Mis-
sion Bhagiratha, Strate-
gic Road Development 
Programme and other 
development initiatives. 
Of this, the Telangana 
government, its PSEs and 
corporations obtained 
a total of Rs 19,430.93 
crore from NABARD 
alone. The total amount 
lent by various nation-
alised banks to corpora-
tions and PSEs between 
the same period of 2014 
to 2022 stands at Rs 
1,31,241 crore. Around 
Rs 7,144 crore was giv-

en from the sanctioned 
amount of Rs 8,873 
crore from NABARD 
under Rural Infrastruc-
ture Development Fund 
(RIDF) towards devel-
opment of infrastructure 
in rural areas. Similarly, 
under Warehouse Infra-
structure Fund (WIF) by 
NABARD to the State 
government, its corpo-
rations and PSEs, Rs 
972.78 crore was sanc-
tioned for 364 projects 
and the loan disbursed 
stood at Rs 852.27 crore. 
Under Infrastructure De-
velopment Assistance 
(NIDA), Rs 14,516.65 
crore was sanctioned and 

Rs 11,424.66 crore was 
distributed to different 
State-owned corpora-
tions including Telangana 
Drinking Water Supply 
Corporation, Telangana 
State Horticulture De-
velopment Corporation, 
and Kaleswharam Irriga-
tion Project Corporation. 
Officials pointed out that 
nearly Rs 1.5 lakh crore 
of loans and interests 
could have been avoid-
ed if the Centre kept its 
promises and supported 
the State in initiatives like 
the Kaleshwaram project, 
Mission Bhagiratha and 
Mission Kakatiya among 
others. The State govern-

ment borrowed Rs 32,652 
crore to implement its 
flagship Mission Bha-
giratha scheme, which 
has received accolades 
from the Centre, which 
has in fact launched 
the national version of 
Mission Bhagiratha af-
ter christening it as Jal 
Jeevan Mission. In the 
State meanwhile, repay-
ment of the loan for the 
scheme, which ensured 
100 percent tap water for 
households in the State, 
has begun. However, 
though the NITI Aayog 
recommended Rs 19,205 
crore for the scheme, the 
same Centre that lauded 
the scheme has not ap-
proved this sum, forcing 
the State government to 
mobilise its own funds 
entirely through internal 
and external resources. 
On the other hand, with 
only Rs 188.23 crore, the 
Central funding.to Telan-
gana under the Jal Jeevan 
Mission too is the lowest 
among all States.

Supreme Court Sets Up Single-member 
Committee to Oversee HCA Polls

Hyderabad: In a ma-
jor blow to Mohammed 
Azharuddin, the Su-
preme Court on Tuesday 
appointed Justice Nag-
eswar Rao to oversee 
the process of conduct-
ing pending polls of the 
Hyderabad Cricket As-
sociation (HCA). “The 
committee will cease to 
exist on March 2,” the 
court said Powered by 
The apex court said the 
stalemate should not 
continue and HCA polls 
must be held in a fair 
manner. “We are of the 

view that the impasse 
must come to an end and 
a fair election be held. 
This Court is of the view 
that Justice Nageswara 
Rao, a retired judge of 
this Court, would be suit-
able to be appointed to 
head a single-member 
committee to sort out this 
mess,” the Court said. 
“We suggest that the 
elections be conducted 
under the aegis of Justice 
L Nageswara Rao, he is 
from Hyderabad he can 
fix the electoral college,” 
said Senior Advocate 

Siddhartha Dave. Ear-
lier, HCA had appointed 
former SC judge Deepak 
Verma as their ethics of-
ficer but this move was 
met with stiff opposition 
from the state cricket 
clubs who had chal-
lenged Verma’s appoint-
ment in the Telangana 
High Court. A bench of 
Justices Sanjay Kishan 
Kaul, Manoj Misra and 
Aravind Kumar directed 
the HCA to extend all as-
sistance to Justice Rao. 
The next hearing will be 
on March 2, 2023.

CM KCR extends greetings on birth 
anniversary of Sant Sevalal Maharaj

Hyderabad: Chief Min-
ister K Chandrashekhar 
Rao offered tributes to 
spiritualist and social 
reformer Sant Sevalal 
Maharaj revered by the 
Banjara and Lambada 
communities, and ex-
tended greetings to them 
on the occasion of his 
284th birth anniversary 
on February 15. He said 
the State government had 
constructed the Banjara 
Bhavan building named 
after the tribal icon in 
Banjara Hills and was 
celebrating his birth an-
niversary officially on 
the same soil where he 
walked nearly three cen-
turies ago. In a state-
ment, the Chief Minister 
said the birth anniversary 

celebrations of Sevalal 
Maharaj stood as another 
example for the argu-
ment that formation of 
Telangana State would 
ensure due recognition 
to the identity and self-

respect of downtrodden 
communities. He said 
the efforts of tribals to 
preserve their unique 
way of nature worship, 
spiritual outlook and so-
cio-cultural way of life 

in the forests, was com-
mendable. BRS NRIs to 
organise social activities 
on February 17, marking 
CM K Chandrashekhar 
Rao’s birthday Through-
out his life, Sant Sevalal 
Maharaj fought to pro-
tect his people from the 
outside world. He said 
the awareness created 
and the activities under-
taken by him acted as a 
protective shield for the 
Lambadas and Banjaras 
across the country. He 
said the teachings and the 
work done by Sant Seva-
lal Maharaj was an inspi-
ration to the Banjaras in 
the past made him a spiri-
tual teacher and idol to 
the Banjaras all over the 
world. On the occasion, 

Chandrashekhar Rao said 
that the State government 
had undertaken many de-
velopment and welfare 
programs for the Banjara 
and Lambada communi-
ties. He pointed out that 
the State government has 
upgraded tribal hamlets 
into gram panchayats and 
ensured that their long-
pending demand for ‘Our 
Rule in Our Land’ was 
fulfilled, by making them 
participants in the village 
administration. Telan-
gana has become a role 
model for the country in 
tribal welfare, he added. 
The State government 
is implementing many 
schemes in the fields of 
employment, education, 
sports etc. to boost the 

Officials told to focus on achieving 
targets on tax collection 

Hyderabad, Feb 15: 
Chief Secretary Santhi 
Kumari on Wednesday 
held a meeting with of-
ficials and reviewed the 
progress achieved in re-
alization of State’s own 
tax and non-tax revenues. 
Officials from commer-
cial tax, excise, stamps 
and registration, trans-
port, mining and other 

departments attended 
the meeting. The Chief 
Secretary asked the offi-
cials to focus on achiev-
ing the targets for this 
year.  She wanted them to 
take special measures to 
boost the tax collections. 
She stated that weekly 
reviews will be held to 
ensure that the targets 
are achieved.  Commer-

cial Tax, Registration 
and Excise Departments 
were asked to propose 
action plan to augment 
additional revenue. The 
Government has real-
ized Rs 91,145 Crores in 
tax revenue collections 
and Rs 6996 Crores in 
non tax revenues totaling 
Rs 98,141 Crores by the 
end of January this year.  
Commissioner & Inspec-
tor General, Registration 
and Stamps Rahul Bojja,  
Commissioner, Commer-
cial Taxes Neetu Kumari 
Prasad, Special Secretary, 
Finance  Ronald Rose, 
Director, Prohibition & 
Excise Sarfaraz Ahmed, 
Commissioner Transport 
Buddha Prakash Jyothi 
and other officials attend-
ed the meeting.

Telangana High Court Stays 
Transfer of Government Teachers 

Hyderabad: In a major 
setback to the Telangana 
government, the state 
High Court on Tuesday 
stayed the transfer of 
teachers. The court heard 
the plea of Non-Spouse 
Teacher Association and 
stayed the process of 
transfers till March 14. 
The petitioner’s counsel 
argued in the court that 
the transfer of teachers 
is unconstitutional. After 
hearing their arguments, 
the court has directed the 
State government to file a 
counter. Powered by The 
State government had set 

in motion the process of 
transfer and promotion 
of nearly 59,000 govern-
ment teachers on January 
28. Last week, Telan-
gana education minister 
Sabitha Indra Reddy an-
nounced that the teach-
ers who were transferred 

under GO 317 would 
be allowed to apply for 
transfers to their previous 
districts based on their 
service. She had asked 
the eligible teachers to 
apply for the transfers 
online from February 12 
to 14.

Telangana: Diploma students gain with 
open book exam system

Hyderabad: Open book 
examination system, an 
initiative of the State 
Board of Technical Ed-
ucation and Training 
(SBTET), in diploma 
courses has drastically 
improved pass percentage 
of students. The number 
of students clearing Ap-
plied Engineering Mathe-
matics subject in the open 
book exam in the third 
semester has increased 
by 24 per cent with 59 
percent passing the exam 
as against 35 per cent in 
closed book examination 
(regular exam) for the 

same subject. Telangana: 
New credit system boosts 
pass percentage in di-
ploma courses SBTET to 
hold TS POLYCET-2023 
on May 17 According to 
details available with the 
Board, out of 20,012 who 

appeared for the Applied 
Engineering Mathemat-
ics subject conducted in 
an open book exam in 
November 2022, a total 
of 11,896 students have 
passed. For the same 
subject, 19,738 candi-

dates took the regular 
examination in February 
2021 and 7,005 managed 
to clear. The Board in-
troduced the open book 
examination system for 
the academic year 2021-
22. To begin with, it was 
conducted for the Eng-
lish language in both the 
first and second semes-
ters and this academic 
year it was extended to 
Applied Engineering 
Mathematics. As part of 
the system, students can 
carry any of the two ref-
erence books out of five 
prescribed by the Board 

into the examination hall. 
Although the pattern of 
examination remained 
the same, the nature of 
questions has changed in 
this new system. Instead 
of a direct question-and-
answer model, students 
are tested with indirect 
questions that make them 
think before attempting. 
“Questions in the open 
book examination are 
analytical type and there 
will be no direct ques-
tions where students can 
use rote learning method 
to write the answers. In 
the new system, unless a 

Due to Centre’s indifference

Tennis ace Sania Mirza appointed as mentor to RCB Women’s team
Hyderabad: Indian tennis 
ace Sania Mirza has many 
firsts to her name. In anoth-
er first, the star player, who 
will call time on her incred-
ible career in a few days, 
has been appointed as the 
mentor of the Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore’s wom-
en’s team, on Wednesday. 
The six-time Grand Slam 
champion will mentor the 
team for the upcoming 
Women’s Premier League 
which will be held next 
month. Rajesh V Menon, 
Head and Vice President of 

Royal Challengers Banga-
lore, said, “We are glad and 
honoured to welcome Sa-
nia Mirza as mentor of the 
RCB women’s team. She 
is the perfect role model 
with her success stemming 
out of her sheer hard work, 
passion, and determina-
tion, despite many chal-
lenges in her playing ca-
reer. Sania is someone our 
young generation looks up 
to and she can motivate, 
encourage our team as she 
herself has been an uber 
competitive player who 

understands how to over-
come challenges and han-
dle pressure at various sit-
uations at the highest level 
of sports. Her stature and 
gravitas as well as her atti-
tude will inspire and bring 
the much-needed panache 
to transform the team with 
a Bold Personality.” Speak-
ing on her appointment, 
the tennis legend said, “It 
is a pleasure for me to join 
the RCB women’s team as 
a mentor. Indian women’s 
cricket has seen a tectonic 
shift with the Women’s 

Premier League, and I am 
really looking forward to 
being a part of this revolu-
tionary pitch. RCB and its 
brand philosophy perfect-
ly resonates with my vision 
and outlook as that’s how I 
have approached my play-
ing career and it’s also how 
I see contributing to sports 
post my retirement. RCB 
has been a popular team 
and much followed team 
in the IPL over the years. I 
am immensely happy to 
see them building a team 
for the Women’s Premier 

League as it will push the 
women’s sports to new 
heights in the country, 
open new doors to women 
cricketers and help make 
sports the first career 
choice for young girls and 
young parents with a girl 
child.” RCB had acquired 
the services of star India 
batter Smriti Mandhana 
and added notable in-
ternational names to ac-
quired the services of star 
India batter Smriti Mand-
hana and added notable 
international names to
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Minister Allola Indrakaran Reddy congratulates Dr. Kandula Navata 
Nirmal, February, 15, (M.A. 
Waseem, Staff Reporter) 
Dr. Kandula Navata, who 
completed MBBS abroad 
and after that passed 
Medical Commission of 
India (F.M.G.E) examina-
tion in the first attempt 
met the Minister of Forests, 
Environment, Law, Endow-
ments, Science and Tech-
nology Allola Indrakaran 
Reddy at his Camp Office, 
Nirmal. On this occasion, 
the Minister congratulated 

Dr. Navata, and said  Pass-
ing in the Medical Com-
mission of India (F.M.G.E) 
Examination in the first 
attempt is a matter of 
pride. Dr. Kandula Navata 
was accompanied with 
Surya Constructions Nir-
mal Chairman Er. Kandula 
Surya Teja, F.S.C.S. Chair-
man Dharmajigari Rajen-
der and Municipal Council-
or Pudari Rajeshwar were 
present.

Congress Leaders Meets New Nirmal 
District Collector K. Varun Reddy

Nirmal, February, 
15,(M.A.Waseem, Staff 
Reporter) Nirmal District 
Congress Party President 
Muthyam  Reddy, DCC Vice 
President, Azhar Hussain, 
Town President Chinnu, 
District Minority Chairman 
Junaid Memon, District 
Youth Congress President 
Imranullah, DCC Gen-
eral Secretary Ayannagari 
Poshetty met the new 
District Collector Nirmal K. 

Varun Reddy in his cham-
ber of the Collectorate of-
fice and congratulated him 
and expressed their best 
wishes.  Mandal President 
Jamal Town General Sec-
retary Syed Kaleem Saba, 
DCC Minority General 
Secretary Shaheen Youth 
Congress President Charan 
Mourya and other leaders 
presented the bouquet to 
the CollectorThe Grand Farewell Ceremony of Transferred

 District Collector Musharraf Ali Farooqui IAS and Transferred District Addi-
tional Collector  Borkade Hemant Sahdev Rao helds at Nirmal, Minister Indra-
karan Reddy, Vitthal Reddy MLA., District officers and others attends the event
Nirmal. February, 15 (M.A. 
Waseem, Staff Reporter) 
The grand farewell cer-
emony of transferred 
district collector Nirmal 
Musharraf Ali Farooqui IAS 
and transferred district 
additional collector Nir-
mal Burkade Hemant Sah-
dev Rao at Nirmal district 
headquarters. It was held 
at R.K.convention center 
of Nirmal District head-
quarters.  In this wonderful 
and memorable farewell 
ceremony, the Minister for 
Forests, Environment, Law, 
Endowment, Science and 
Technology A. Indrakaran 
Reddy, MLA Mudhole G. 
Vitthal Reddy, New District 
Collector Nirmal Karnati 
Varun Reddy, District Addi-
tional Collector Ram Babu, 
District Superintendent 
of Police Challa Praveen 
Kumar, Chairperson of 
Zilla Parishad Vijayalak-
shmi Ram Kishan Reddy, 
Municipal Chairman G. 
Eshwar, President Mandal 
Praja Parishad Nirmal Ra-
meshwar Reddy, Chairman 
Agricultural Market Com-
mittee Chiluka Ramana, 
President District Libraries 
A. Rajender, Project Offi-
cer, DRDA Vijayalakshmi, 

DM & HO Dr. Dhanraj  , CEO 
Zilla Parishad Sudheer, dis-
trict officials, government 
employees and officials 
of welfare organizations, 
doctors, lawyers, journal-
ists and  many dignitaries 
of the city participated.  
The organizers organized 
a sumptuous dinner for all 
the participants.  Address-
ing the event Minister A. 
Indrakaran Reddy, District 
Additional Collector, Dis-
trict Superintendent of Po-
lice, Chairperson Zilla Pari-
shad,  Municipal Chairman, 
President Mandal Praja 
Parishad, Project Officer, 
DRDA, DM & HO, CEO, Zilla 
Parishad, President TNGOs, 
Tehsildar Nirmal Urban 
Mandal, new District Col-
lector and other speakers 
felicitated Musharraf Ali 

Farooqui for three years 
remakable services as Dis-
trict Collector Nirmal and 
two and a half years ser-
vices of Borkade Hemant 
Sahdev Rao as District 
Additional Collector Nir-
mal was declared as the 
golden chapter in the his-
tory of Nirmal district.  Es-
pecially in the difficult situ-
ations of corona epidemic 
and floods and celestial 
disasters in rainy season 
and sectarian disturbance 
in Bhainsa, Musharraf Ali 
Farooqui’s bold, planned 
strategy and actions were 
described as ideal and he 
was highly praised for ev-
ery work done. They also 
highly praised Borkade 
Hemant Sahdev Rao for 
being with Musharraf Ali 
Farooqui like a shadow and 

giving him full support and 
described the duo as ideal.  
In response, Musharraf 
Ali Farooqui and Borkade 
Hemant Sahdev Rao in 
an emotional speech said 
that the transfer is part of 
the government job. They 
have worked with full re-
sponsibility. Musharraf Ali 
Farooqui said during his 
services in Nirmal he has 
received the full support of 
State Minister Indrakaran 
Reddy as well as MLAs Vit-
thal Reddy and Rekha Naik 
and other public represen-
tatives and all his subordi-
nate officials and personal 
staff, for which he is grate-
ful he expressed thanks to 
all of them individually.  He 
said that the days spent in 
Nirmal will remain memo-
rable in his life and he will 
never forget the sincerity 
and love of the people of 
Nirmal. Later, Musharraf 
Ali Farooqui and Bork-
ade Hemant Sahdev Rao 
were heavily ostracized. 
In the end, they were bid 
farewell.  Nagaraj was the 
anchor of the event.  This 
farewell ceremony contin-
ued from 8 pm to 12 mid-
night.

ZPTC Jagan participates in various inaugurations  
Horizon Bureau Chief 
M.A.Samad : Nizamabad 
February 15 ; Today in 
Narsingapur (Kothapet) 
village of Dichpally Mandal 
MLC Hon’ble V. Gangadhar 
goud along with District 
Olympic Association Vice 
Presidents Darpally ZPTC 
Bajireddy Jaganmohan 
were participated in vari-
ous inaugurations and de-
velopment programmes. 
The CC road which is being 
constructed at a cost of 10 
lakh rupees from Narsin-
gapur (Kothapet) village 
to Sri Lakshminarasimhas-
wamy temple on top of the 
hill has been started. The 

foundation stone of the 
community hall was laid 
at Sri Lakshminarasimha 
temple built with ₹ 3 lakh 
rupees. Village park built 
at a cost of ₹4 lakh 52,000 
has been started. Local 
Sarpanch Nallavelli Nara-
siah, Local MPTC Ganesh, 
Mandal General Secretary 
Harikishan, Kamalapur Sar-
panch Gopu Nadipi Anna, 
and Sayanna, Rythu Coor-
dinating Committee Presi-
dent Akula Tirumal, Youth 
Section Srikanth, BRS 
Leaders and other peoples 
were also participated in 
the programs .

More advanced facilities available : MLA Bigala
Horizon Bureau Chief 
M.A.Samad : Nizamabad, 
February 15: Urban Legis-
lator Bigala Ganesh Gupta 
and District Collector Ra-
jeev Gandhi Hanmanthu 
said that more modern 
facilities will soon be 
available to the people of 
Nizamabad city.  Legisla-
tor Bigala Ganesh Gupta, 
Collector Rajeev Gandhi 
Hanmanthu , City Mayor 
Dandu Neetu Kiran and 
Additional Collector Chitra 
Mishra inspected the on-
going development works 
in various parts of the dis-
trict center on Wednesday.  
He visited the newly con-
structed IT hub near the 
integrated district office 
complex (New Collector-
ate) and inquired about 
the progress of the work 

from the officials and the 
contractor.  He ordered 
that the works which 
reached the final stage 
should be carried out ex-
peditiously and completed 
on a war footing.  It is ad-
vised to divide the work 
according to the respec-

tive departments and work 
with sincerity so that there 
is no delay in the works.  
Later, the MLA and Collec-
tor inspected the works of 
Dubba Vaikuntha Dham, 
the new building complex 
of the city government, 
Khaleelwadi, Ahmadi bazar 

integrated veg-non-veg 
market yards, Kotagally, 
Quilla, Arsapally Vaikun-
tha Dhams, Raghunatha 
Cheruvu mini tank bund 
works.  As the funds are 
available, the concerned 
officials and contractors 
have been advised to 
take up the works expedi-
tiously and complete them 
within the stipulated time.  
He said that all the works 
should be completed 
within the next month and 
a half.  It is suggested to 
take measures to ensure a 
pleasant environment with 
greenery everywhere.  The 
engineering officials were 
directed to take all precau-
tions so that no small work 
is left pending by the inau-
guration ceremony and to 
carry out armed.

Awareness program held on ground water dept : 
Bureau Chief M.A.Samad : 
Kamareddy February 15 ; 
Today under the auspices 
of the District Ground Wa-
ter Department and KART 
NGO and Reliance Foun-
dation, an awareness con-
ference held on manage-
ment and enhancement 
of ground water issues 
was organized at Ped-
damma Function Hall, Bibi-
pet Mandal. First, District 
Ground Water Department 
Officer Satish Yadav said 
about the current water 
situation before the water 

cycle, earlier there were 
wells and mostly rainfed 
crops were planted. With 
the advent of many tube 
wells, the increase in pop-
ulation has led to the cul-

tivation of marginal lands 
and also the methods of 
groundwater recharge are 
check dam, trenches, em-
bankments, percolation 
tanks, bore well recharge, 

how to infuse rain water 
into the ground. The wa-
tershed was explained in 
detail by the projector. 
Later Reliance Foundation 
DPO Shweta said about 
Reliance Foundation pro-
grams about water budget 
preparation of water bud-
get for six wet crops. MPP 
Balamani said that increas-
ing the groundwater level 
is causing low water crops 
to sink. ZP Vice Chairman 
Prem Kumar Talks about 
PT’s work to increase 
ground water.

Kamareddy class IV employees appointed new executive committee :TNGOU 
Bureau Chief M.A.Samad 
: Kamareddy February 15 
; On 14th February 2023 
Kamareddy District Class 
IV Election Nizamabad 
Joint District Coordinator 
Ranji Class IV TNGO’s un-
der the direction of Local 
Collectorate TNGO’s Build-
ing Kamareddy Election 
Officer U. Sailu conducted 
the elections. In this elec-
tion, Mohammad Shafi was 
elected as president, Ka-
reem as co-president, Raju 
as secretary, Lingam as 
treasurer, Chandrasekhar, 
Maqbool, Kishore and 
Sarala as vice-presidents. 

Kamareddy District TNGO’s 
President Narala Venkat 
Reddy, who was the chief 
guest, congratulated the 
newly elected Kamareddy 
District Class IV Commit-
tee and requested that 

TNGO’s will always be 
proactive about the em-
ployees’ issues and should 
work together to achieve 
the employees’ issues.  
District Secretary B Sailu 
asked to discuss the prob-

lems of the employees on 
this occasion arrange their 
further plans.  The newly 
elected committee was fe-
licitated . On this occasion, 
President of District TN-
GO’s Narala Venkat Reddy 
and Secretary B. Sailu were 
honoured on behalf of Ka-
mareddy District Class IV 
Committee.  The new pres-
ident Shafi has promised 
to work hard to solve many 
problems faced by Class 
IV employees. In this pro-
gram.. Along with TNGO 
District President Narala 
Venkat Reddy,Secretary B. 
Sailu,

Ready to spend Rs 1,000 crore on 
 Kondagattu Anjaneya Swamy temple: CM KCR

Jagtial, Feb 15:  Chief Min-
ister K Chandrashekhar 
Rao  said that the State 
government was ready to 
spend Rs 1,000 for the de-
velopment of the Konda-
gattu Sri Anjaneya Swamy 
temple in the district so 
as to make  it India’s big-
gest Hanuman temple. On 
Wednesday, he visited the 
temple and offered spe-
cial prayers at the popular 
temple. Speaking on the 
occasion, he said that his 
government was ready to 
spend even Rs.1,000 crore 
for development of the 
temple and its surround-
ings. The CM announced 
an allocation of R.500 crore 
for the development of the 
temple in addition to the 
Rs 100 crore announced 
in the State budget for 
2023-24, taking the total 
allocation to Rs.600 crore. 
He conducted a review 
meeting with the officials 
for more than two hours 

on the development of the 
pilgrim place located on a 
hillock. “We should see that 
Kondagattu would earn 
the name as the biggest 
Hanuman pilgrim centre 
in the country. It should 
also attract the people liv-
ing in the world. In order to 
do this, all facilities should 
be made available for the 

benefit of the devotees. 
The ghat roads that lead 
to the temple on the hill-
ock should be constructed 
in a way to avoid the acci-
dents,” he said. According 
to KCR, the temple facilities 
should be expanded to 850 
acres of the land including 
86 acres of parking space. 
He said that the temple 

should be expanded with-
out touching the presiding 
deity in the sanctum San-
torum as per the Agama 
Sastra rules and Vastu. 
“Water should be supplied 
to the temple on the hill-
ock through the pipelines 
from the Kaleshwaram Lift 
Irrigation Project, electric 
substation, hospital, bus 
station, Pushkarini, cot-
tages, water tanks, man-
dapam for the devotees 
who take the deeksha 
should be constructed as 
a part of comprehensive 
development project,” he 
said, adding that he would 
again visit the temple and 
review the development 
of the temple soon.   Min-
isters Koppula Eshwar, In-
drakaran Reddy, Gangula 
Kamalakar, MP D Damodar 
Rao, architect Anandasai, 
CMO Secretary Smitha 
Sabharwal, Collector Yas-
min Bhasha,  and others at-
tended the meeting.

Dabur Launches ‘Red Bae Fresh Gel’, a Toothpaste
Offering Superior Fresh Breath & Oral Health
Signs youth sensation Vi-
jay Deverakonda as Brand 
Ambassador Vijayawada, 
February 14, 2023: India’s 
leading Science-based 
Ayurveda Company Da-
bur India Ltd today an-
nounced the expansion 
of its toothpaste portfolio 
with the launch of the new 
‘Dabur Red Bae Fresh Gel’. 
This innovative toothpaste 
is specially formulated to 
provide consumers with 
fresher, lively and healthier 
Oral Care. Dabur also roped 
in cinema heartthrob Vijay 
Deverakonda as the brand 
ambassador for Dabur Red 

Bae Fresh Gel. A 360-de-
gree marketing campaign 
on the theme of “Attrac-
tion Magnet” featuring 
Vijay Deverakonda has 
been launched. Conceptu-
alized by Havas Worldwide 
India, the campaign will 
target young millennials 
and portrays the integral 
role personal hygiene, and 
especially, oral hygiene, 
can play in boosting one’s 
confidence. In the TVC, Vi-
jay Deverakonda demon-
strates the superior fresh-
ness given by the product 
which enables him to be 
the BAE of all. Dabur India 

Ltd Vice President-Mar-
keting Mr. Abhishek Ju-
gran said: “We are thrilled 
to launch Dabur Red Bae 
Fresh Gel Toothpaste and 
to have Vijay Devarakonda 
on board to promote this 
brand. With his charming 
smile and dynamic person-
ality, he perfectly embod-
ies the values of our new 
product. Designed with ef-
fective natural ingredients 
like Wintergreen Oil and 
Mint, Dabur Red Bae Fresh 
Gel is clinically proven to 
provide freshness up to 12 
hours and gives 4X better.

Mahindra University Hosts Seventh Governing Body Meeting 
Shri Anand Mahindra in-
augurates new digitally 
enabled central library 
To discuss future expan-
sion plans and academic 
collaborations Students 
showcase innovative and 
industry relevant projects 
Hyderabad, 15 February 
2023: The Seventh Gov-
erning Body meeting of 
Mahindra University was 
held on 10th February 
2023. Shri Anand Mahin-
dra, Chancellor, Mahin-
dra University along with 
other esteemed board of 

members including Mr. 
Vineet Nayyar Former Ex-
ecutive Vice Chairman of 
Tech Mahindra, Mr. CP Gur-
nani, Chief Executive Of-

ficer & Managing Director, 
Tech Mahindra, Dr. Yajulu 
Medury, Vice Chancellor of 
Mahindra University pres-
ent in the meeting. Dur-

ing the meeting members 
discussed the future ex-
pansion plans and other 
academic collaborations 
at the university. Faculty/
Students at the Ecole Cen-
trale School of Engineering 
showcased select projects 
to the Chancellor and oth-
er esteemed guests. Some 
of these innovative and 
industry relevant projects 
included the Bi-directional 
charger for Vehicle for long 
range in national highways 
along with plug and play IV 
curve tester to fine.
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Delhi Court Seeks DDA, Government 
Responses Over Demolition In Mehrauli

New Delhi:Feb15:  The 
Delhi High Court today 
sought the responses 
of the city government 
and the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority to a plea 
seeking a bar on demoli-
tion in the Mehrauli Ar-
chaeological Park area 
in south Delhi till a fresh 
“demarcation report” has 
been prepared. With-
out interfering with the 
demolition exercise at 
this stage, Justice Mini 
Pushkarna issued notice 
on the petition by Meh-
rauli Minorities Resident 
And Shop Owners Wel-
fare and directed that the 
matter be placed before 
the division bench (DB) 
headed by the Chief Jus-
tice, where a similar mat-
ter is already pending. 
“Notice. Considering the 
submissions and the fact 
that similar issue is pend-
ing before the DB 1, it 
is deemed expedient to 
place the matter before 
DB 1. List before DB 1 
subject to the order of the 

Chief Justice on February 
17,” the court ordered. 
Nearly 20 multi-storey 
buildings, a large number 
of shops and houses and 
a private school building 
are among the structures 
constructed “illegally” 
over the last few decades 
in the Mehrauli Archaeo-
logical Park, which the 
authorities have identi-
fied as part of the ‘anti-
encroachment’ drive. 
After some parties ap-
proached the court seek-

ing a stay on the demoli-
tion, only those structures 
will be removed which 
are not part of any litiga-
tion, officials have said. 
The drive, which began 
on Friday, comes a month 
ahead of a proposed G20 
meeting at the park in 
south Delhi. According 
to the DDA, the old park 
has about 55 monuments 
under the protection of 
the Archaeological Sur-
vey of India, state arche-
ological department and 

the urban civic body. The 
DDA started a demoli-
tion drive in Mehrauli 
earlier this month. The 
petitioner has alleged 
the revenue minister of 
the Delhi government 
said on February 11 that 
a fresh “demarcation re-
port” should be prepared 
as the present report has 
“certain objections” and, 
in the meantime, no de-
molition exercise should 
be carried out. “When 
there is no fresh demar-
cation report, how are 
they carrying out demo-
lition?” the petitioner’s 
counsel asked. For Sexu-
ally Assaulting 7-Year-
Old Girl The petitioner 
submitted Mehrauli has 
many slum clusters and 
several waqf properties, 
including mosques and 
dargahs, were located 
there. The DDA counsel 
said it is the land own-
ing agency in the present 
case and the demolition 
exercise is in terms of 
the order passed by a di-

vision bench of the high 
court in December last 
year for removal of en-
croachments. The lawyer 
contended the demarca-
tion report is of the year 
2021 and the minister 
cannot sit in review over 
it. The division bench, 
which earlier refused to 
stay the demolition in an-
other matter, should hear 
the present case as well, 
the lawyer said. On De-
cember 23, 2022, the high 
court had refused to stay 
the demolition exercise 
proposed in Mehrauli Ar-
chaeological Park. Pro-
motedListen to the latest 
songs, only on JioSaavn.
com The DDA had then 
informed the court that 
no mosque or graveyard 
was being demolished 
by the authorities and 
that only the encroach-
ers will be removed from 
places in and around the 
Mehrauli Archaeological 
Park. It said the exercise 
will be carried out in ac-
cordance.

6 Arrested For Robbing Milk 
Distributor Of Rs 17 Lakh In Delhi

New Delhi:Feb15: Six 
persons were arrested for 
allegedly robbing a dis-
tributor of Mother Dairy 
of ₹ 17 lakh in the na-
tional capital, police said 
on Tuesday. The police 
recovered ₹ 8.25 lakh 
and a mobile phone worth 
₹ 1.4 lakh, which was 
bought with the robbed 
money. A scooter alleg-
edly used in the crime 
was also recovered. 
“Ashish Kumar, who is 
a distributor with DMS 
and Mother Dairy, was 
riding his scooter with a 
shoulder bag which had 
₹ 17 lakh in cash. As he 
reached the Meerut Dairy 
at Delhi’s Krishan Vihar, 
two unidentified persons 
unleashed a surprise as-
sault on him, robbed 
him of the money and 
fled. Ashish collected the 
money from the market 
and was on his way to de-
posit the same in a bank,” 
a police officer said. A 
robbery case was regis-
tered at Sultanpuri police 
station and an investiga-

tion has been launched 
into the matter. The po-
lice said they formed a 
team to probe the inci-
dent. Footage from more 
than 100 CCTV cameras 
was examined as part 
of the probe, the officer 
said. On February 11, the 
police, acting on an in-
put, laid a trap for one of 
the robbers and conduct-
ed a raid at the location. 
ALSO READ Delhi Man 
Arrested For Sexually 
Assaulting 7-Year-Old 
Girl Delhi Man Arrested 
For Sexually Assault-
ing 7-Year-Old Girl 
Ragpicker Shot Dead 
By Robbers While Try-
ing To Loot Milk Sup-
plier In Delhi Ragpicker 
Shot Dead By Robbers 

While Trying To Loot 
Milk Supplier In Delhi 
She Asked Ex-Fiance 
For Valentine Gift Then 
Knocked Him Down: 
Delhi Cops She Asked 
Ex-Fiance For Valentine 
Gift Then Knocked Him 
Down: Delhi Cops The 
robbers were identified 
as Brijesh Jha, Pankaj 
Kumar, Raman, Piyush, 
Hitesh, and Rohit. Dur-
ing interrogation, the ac-
cused revealed that the 
conspiracy to rob the 
dairy staffer was hatched 
by their kingpin, whom 
they identified as Pankaj 
Kumar. Rohit, along with 
Pardeep, were accesso-
ries to the crime while 
Hitesh helped them es-
cape.

Man Who Kept Girlfriend’s Body In 
Fridge Got Married Hours Later

New Delhi:Feb15:: A 
24-year-old man stran-
gled his girlfriend, stuffed 
her body inside a refriger-
ator of his dhaba (eatery) 
in southwest Delhi, and 
went off to marry another 
woman the same day, po-
lice said on Wednesday. 
Accused Sahil Gehlot, 
resident of Mitraon vil-
lage in southwest Delhi, 
has been arrested, they 
said. The incident came 
to light on Valentine’s 
Day and it was on the in-
stance of the accused that 
the 23-year-old woman’s 
body was recovered on 
Tuesday morning from 
the refrigerator, officials 
said. Police said the ac-
cused had hidden the fact 

from his girlfriend Nikki 
Yadav that his marriage 
was fixed with another 
woman. When Nikki 
came to know about 
his wedding, she had a 
heated argument with 
the accused which led to 
her murder, they said. “It 
has been claimed that she 
was threatening to impli-
cate the man in a case if 
he married another wom-
an,” a source close to PTI 
said. The couple was in 
relationship for the past 
few years and Nikki 
wanted to marry the ac-
cused, police said. On the 
intervening night of Feb-
ruary 9 and 10, when the 
victim confronted the ac-
cused about his marriage, 

he killed her using the 
data cable of his mobile 
phone in his car and then 
kept her body in a refrig-
erator at his dhaba, a se-
nior police officer said. 
Special Commissioner 
of Police (Crime) Ra-
vindra Singh Yadav said 
that on February 10, a 
secret input was received 
that a person named Sa-
hil Gehlot had killed his 
girlfriend and married 
another girl on the day 
of murder. On check-
ing, no case or compli-
ant about missing of any 
such woman was found 
to be reported, the officer 
said. As the mobile phone 
of the accused was found 
to be switched off, a po-

lice team reached Mi-
traon village but he was 
not present in his house 
after which an intensive 
search was made in the 
village and nearby area, 
the special commissioner 
of police said, adding the 
accused was later arrest-
ed from Kair village in 
Delhi. “During interroga-
tion, the accused initially 
tried to mislead police, 
but later he disclosed that 
he had killed his girl-
friend on the intervening 
night of February 9 and 
10 and kept her body in a 
refrigerator at his dhaba,” 
the officer said. Reveal-
ing about his association 
with Nikki, the officer 
said that the accused told 

investigators that he was 
preparing for SSC ex-
ams at a coaching centre 
in Uttam Nagar in Janu-
ary, 2018. At that time, 
the victim, resident of 
Jhajjar in Haryana, was 
also preparing for medi-
cal entrance examina-
tion from an institute in 
Uttam Nagar. “Both of 
them used to travel to 
their respective institutes 
daily in the same bus and 
became friends and later 
on fell in love,” he said. 
In February, 2018, the 
accused took admission 
in DPharma at a college 
in Greater Noida and his 
girlfriend also took ad-
mission in the same col-
lege in BA.

Parents Write To Arvind Kejriwal 
After Schools Block Board Exam

New Delhi:Feb15: The 
Delhi Parents’ Associa-
tion (DPA) has written 
a letter to Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal and 
Lieutenant Governor V 
K Saxena requesting le-
gal action against schools 
that halted the board 
exam admit card for stu-
dent over fee dues. The 
letter has also been ad-
dressed to the National 
Commission for Pro-
tection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR), National Hu-

man Rights Commission 
and the Central Board 
of Secondary Education 
(CBSE). The DPA also 
asked to hand over the 
admit card to the students 
“immediately”. “Schools 
are withholding admit 
cards of children who are 
slated to appear for board 
exam, citing fee arrears. 
School children are being 
threatened not to be al-
lowed to appear in the ex-
amination, while most of 
the schools are demand-

ing wrong fees,” the DPA 
wrote in its letter. Delhi 
Parents Divided Over 
Reopening Of Schools 
Amid Third Wave Con-
cerns Delhi Parents Di-
vided Over Reopening 
Of Schools Amid Third 
Wave Concerns Parents 
Object To Opening Of 
Mohalla Clinics In Gov-
ernment Schools Parents 
Object To Opening Of 
Mohalla Clinics In Gov-
ernment Schools The 
parents’ association al-
leged that several schools 
have ignored the order of 
the courts on fees, putting 
the “future of the students 
at stake”. “The lives and 
future of the students. are 
at stake. Several schools 
have ignored court order 
on fees,” the DPA al-
leged.

Delhi Police’s SWAT Unit To Get 
New Uniform From Raising Day

New Delhi:Feb15: Offi-
cials of the Special Weap-
ons and Tactics (SWAT) 
unit of the Delhi Police 
special cell will don a 
new uniform while taking 
out a parade on the occa-
sion of Delhi Police Rais-
ing Day in the national 
capital on Thursday. At 
first, only a few officials 
of the anti-terrorist force 
will be seen wearing the 
new uniform on February 
16. As per Delhi Police, 
the new uniform pattern 
for SWAT is tactically 
suited more than earlier 
uniforms of the force in 

the national capital. Dur-
ing the parade on the oc-
casion of Delhi Police 
Raising Day, a total of 71 
commandos (male and fe-
male) will be seen in the 
newly donned uniform. 
Man Cheats Aspiring Ac-
tors By Posing As Direc-
tor-Producer, Arrested In 
Delhi Man Cheats As-
piring Actors By Posing 
As Director-Producer, 
Arrested In Delhi When 
Delhi Cops, Out To Re-
solve A Domestic Dis-
pute, Had To Be Rescued 
When Delhi Cops, Out To 
Resolve A Domestic Dis-

pute, Had To Be Rescued 
Ashok Gehlot Aide Sum-
moned By Delhi Police 
In Phone-Tapping Case 
Ashok Gehlot Aide Sum-
moned By Delhi Police 
In Phone-Tapping Case 
“By the end of February 
2023, the entire SWAT 
unit of Delhi Police will 
be donned in the new uni-
form,” Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (DCP) 
Special Cell indicated 
Pratap Singh said. “The 
decision has been taken 
after great consideration 
taking into account the 
uniform pattern.

Delhi Invites Applications For Renewal Of Liquor Licences
New Delhi:Feb15: The 
Delhi government on 
Tuesday invited applica-
tions for the renewal of 
different kinds of liquor 
licences for 2023-24 as 
a new excise policy be-
ing firmed up is yet to be 
announced, officials said. 
According to an Excise 
Department circular, ap-
plications for the renewal 
of licence and permits can 
be submitted till the end 
of February. The applica-
tions will be renewed for 
2023-24 after payment of 
required licence or permit 
fee, it said. “....all hold-
ers of licenses/permits of 
M&TP Branch in form of 
P-2, P-3, P-4, P-5, P-6, 

L-4, L-S, L-25, L-34, 
L-35, DD-9, DD-10, 
DD-11, DD-5 and AP are 
hereby requested to ap-
ply for renewal through 
Excise Supply Chain In-
formation Management 
System (ESCIMS) and 
deposit license fee/docu-
ments for renewal for the 
year 2023-24 on or be-
fore February 28, 2023,” 
said the circular. In case 
of any delay, the appli-
cations will be admitted 
before the expiry of the 
licences or permit, pro-
vided there are “good and 
sufficient” reasons for the 
delay and an additional 
payment of 25 percent 
of the prescribed fee, it 

said. Further, the appli-
cations for renewal may 
be admitted after their 
expiry, with the approval 
of Excise Commissioner, 
on having “good and suf-
ficient” reasons. The pay-
ment in this case will be 
double the licences or 
permit fees. Officials said 
a three-member commit-
tee formed by the Delhi 

government to prepare a 
new excise policy is ex-
pected to take some more 
time in completing the 
job. The committee was 
formed by the govern-
ment to come out with a 
fresh excise policy after 
the government scrapped 
Excise Policy 2021-22 
last year, after a CBI 
probe.

 into alleged irregulari-
ties in its implementation 
was recommended by 
Delhi LG. The commit-
tee headed by the prin-
cipal secretary (finance) 
is yet to submit its report 
to the government, of-
ficials said. The liquor 
trade in the city is cur-
rently government by the 
excise policy that was in 
force before November 
17, 2021. The Excise 
Policy 2021 had come 
to effect from November 
17, 2021, and was op-
erational till August 31, 
2022. From September 1, 
the retail liquor vends in 
the city started to be run 
by four undertakings of 

Delhi Lt Governor Asks To Stop Anti-Encroach-
ment Drive In Mehrauli

New Delhi:Feb15: Delhi 
Lieutenant Governor VK 
Saxena on Tuesday di-
rected the DDA to stop 
the anti-encroachment 
drive in Mehrauli and 
Ladha Sarai villages till 
further instructions, Raj 
Niwas officials said. The 
decision came after a del-
egation of residents met 
the LG and sought re-
lief from the demolition 
drive, citing “anomalies” 

in demarcation of land 
carried out by the AAP 
government in 2021, 
they added. “The LG 
directed the Vice Chair-
man, DDA, and the local 
administration to imme-
diately stop the demoli-
tion drive and assured the 
residents that their griev-
ances would be looked 
into and the anomalies, 
as pointed out by them, 
would be examined,” an 

official said. The LG, 
however, reiterated that 
while no action will be 
taken against legal and 
rightful occupants “any 
illegal encroachment or 
unauthorized occupation 
surrounding the heritage 
monuments will be re-
moved forthwith, in pur-
suance of the orders of 
the High Court”. “Hav-
ing heard the grievances 
of the residents at length, 

the LG assured the resi-
dents that no injustice 
will be done to any right-
ful owner of land. He said 
the residents’ complaints 
will be thoroughly exam-
ined and if any misdeed 
on part of any official 
was found, strict action 
will be taken against the 
erring officials,” the of-
ficial said.The drive had 
begun on Friday and 
comes a month.

Delhi’s Latest Road Rage Case Leaves Man 
Dead, His Brother Injured

N e w D e l h i : F e b 1 5 : A 
25-year-old man was 
stabbed to death in Delhi 
on Tuesday night, alleg-
edly by men who had 
a fight with his brother 
earlier. Sahil Malik was 
attacked with knives 
shortly after his brother 
Vishal was attacked by 
men over a bike incident 
in Nangloi in West Delhi. 
Vishal Malik was return-
ing from a gym when his 

bike grazed a man, lead-
ing to an argument on 
the road. Several men at-
tacked Vishal, who man-
aged to escape but had 
to leave his bike behind. 
He went to the police and 
called his brother Sahil, 
asking him to retrieve the 
bike. The brothers’ fam-
ily alleges that the po-
lice sent Sahil to the spot 
to get the bike, without 
any security. Sahil was 

attacked with knives, al-
legedly by the same men, 
and left bleeding on the 
road. A video shows a 
few men rushing to help 
Sahil and carrying him 
away. He died of his in-
juries in hospital. “My 
nephew Vishal Malik 
was returning from a 
gym when he had an ar-
gument with an RTV bus 
driver over some issue. 
They were 8-10 people 

& thrashed him,” said 
Khaleel Malik, Sahil and 
Vishal’s uncle, as quoted 
by news agency ANI. 
“He left his bike there 
and managed to escape. 
He went to Nangloi PS 
& sought help but police 
didn’t help him. Later he 
called his brother Sahil 
& asked him to bring the 
bike. When Sahil went 
there, they attacked him 
with knife.
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Income Tax Survey of BBC Offices in 
Delhi, Mumbai Enters Second day

New Delhi: The income 
tax (I-T) department on 
Wednesday continued 
its survey at the offices 
of the BBC in Delhi and 
Mumbai for the second 
day, sources said. On 
Tuesday, the I-T depart-
ment conducted a sur-
vey at BBC`s offices in 
Delhi and Mumbai in 
view of the British pub-
lic broadcaster`s “delib-
erate non-compliance” 
with the Transfer Pricing 
Rules and its vast diver-
sion of profits. As per 
media reports, employees 
have been asked to work 
from home in the wake 
of IT survey. Yesterday, 
the sleuths arrived at 
the BBC offices located 
at the national capital`s 
KG Marg and Mumbai`s 
Kalina Santacruz for the 
survey. In the case of 
the BBC, sources said 

there has been persistent 
non-compliance with the 
above mentioned rules 
for years. As a result of 
the same, several notices 
have been issued to the 
BBC. However, the BBC 
has been continuously 
defiant and non-compli-
ant and has significantly 
diverted its profits, sourc-
es said. Sources said the 
above exercise, conduct-
ed by the tax authorities, 
is called “survey”, not 
search or raid as per the 
provisions of the Income 

Tax Act. Such surveys 
are routinely conducted 
and are not to be con-
fused to be in the nature 
of a search/raid, said 
sources. Also Read: US 
Reacts to Income Tax 
Surveys at BBC’s Delhi, 
Mumbai Offices, Says 
‘We Support...’ by Ta-
boolaSponsored LinksY-
ou May Like Looking 
for 2bhk Interiors? Book 
a Free Design Session 
Now! HomeLane Add a 
‘Dr.’ to your name Gold-
en Gate University The 

key focus of these sur-
veys is to look into the 
manipulation of prices 
for unauthorised benefits, 
including tax advantages. 
These surveys have been 
undertaken due to BBC`s 
persistent non-compli-
ance of the norms, mak-
ing it a repeat offender. 
In this case, sources said 
BBC has been, “non-
compliant under transfer 
pricing rules; persistent 
and deliberately violative 
of transfer pricing norms; 
and deliberately divert-
ed a significant amount 
of the profits and have 
not followed the arm`s 
length arrangement in 
the case of allocation 
of profit. “Accordingly, 
the surveys have been 
conducted with a view 
to investigating BBC`s 
violation of the Trans-
fer Pricing Rules and its 

diversion of profits. Af-
ter the I-T department 
survey, sources in the 
United Kingdom govern-
ment said they are moni-
toring the developments 
closely. “We are closely 
monitoring reports of 
tax surveys conducted at 
the offices of the BBC in 
India,” UK government 
sources said. Meanwhile, 
BBC has said it is coop-
erating with the income 
tax department, which is 
conducting a survey at 
its offices in New Delhi 
and Mumbai.”The In-
come Tax Authorities are 
currently at the BBC of-
fices in New Delhi and 
Mumbai and we are fully 
cooperating,” the BBC 
News Press Team said 
in a statement. The de-
velopment comes weeks 
after the BBC released a 
documentary.

“Attack On Press Freedom”: Arvind 
Kejriwal On BBC Tax Survey

New Delhi: Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Wednesday said 
media is the fourth pil-
lar of democracy and 
suppressing its voice is 
akin to suppressing the 
voice of the public. His 
comments came a day 
after the Income Tax de-
partment carried out a 
survey operation at Brit-
ish Broadcasting Corpo-
ration’s (BBC) offices 
in Delhi and Mumbai. 
The operation was con-
ducted as part of an in-
vestigation into alleged 
tax evasion, according 
to officials. “Media is 
the fourth pillar of de-
mocracy and an attack 
on its freedom is similar 
to suppressing the voice 
of public. Whosoever 
speaks against the BJP, 
these people deploy CBI, 
ED and I-T behind him,” 
Mr Kejriwal tweeted in 

Hindi. “Does the BJP 
want to crush the coun-
try’s democratic system 
and institutions and turn 
the entire country into 
its slave?” he said. The 
action, which sparked 
a sharp political debate 
with the ruling BJP ac-
cusing the BBC of “ven-
omous reporting” and the 
opposition questioning 
the timing of the move, 
comes weeks after the 

broadcaster aired a two-
part documentary “India: 
The Modi Question” on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and the 2002 Guja-
rat riots. Meanwhile, the 
Income Tax department 
survey operation against 
the BBC India contin-
ued for the second day 
on Wednesday with the 
sleuths understood to be 
making copies of elec-
tronic and paper.

“Blatant Lies”: Team Thackeray On 
Devendra Fadnavis’s “Arrest” Claim

Mumbai: The Shiv Sena 
(UBT) on Wednesday 
took a dim view of Ma-
harashtra Deputy Chief 
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis’ claim that the pre-
vious Maha Vikas Aghadi 
(MVA) government had 
tried to put him in jail, and 
asked the BJP leader in 
which case was he “fear-
ing” arrest. An editorial 
in the Sena mouthpiece 
‘Saamana’ claimed that 
IPS officers had threat-
ened MVA legislators to 
support Mr Fadnavis and 
spied on them by tapping 
their phones. Devendra 
Fadnavis should explain 
if such “illegal” phone 
tapping is a crime or not, 
it said. Maharashtra’s po-
litical culture has never 
seen instances of arrest of 
political opponents and 
harassment of their fam-
ily members, the Marathi 
publication said. After 
the 2019 Assembly polls, 
the Uddhav Thackeray-
led Shiv Sena snapped 

ties with the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) over 
the issue of sharing the 
chief ministerial post. 
Uddhav Thackeray later 
tied-up with the Nation-
alist Congress Party and 
the Congress to form the 
MVA in the state. His 
government collapsed 
in June last year after a 
revolt against the Sena 
leadership by Eknath 
Shinde and 39 other leg-
islators. On June 30, Mr 
Shinde became the chief 
minister with BJP leader 
Devendra Fadnavis as 
his deputy. Mr Fadnavis 
recently said the previ-
ous MVA government 
had given a target to then 
Mumbai police commis-
sioner Sanjay Pandey 
to put me in jail, but the 
police officer could not 
succeed as he had done 
nothing wrong. Reacting 
to it, the Saamana edito-
rial on Wednesday asked, 
‘’Why is Devdendra Fad-
navis scared that he may 

be arrested?” “In which 
case was he fearing arrest 
and what connection did 
he have with the case...
Mr Fadnavis should have 
clarified,’’ it said. “In the 
last few days, Fadnavis 
has been speaking blatant 
lies,” it claimed, adding 
this is not the “sanskar” 
of the Sangh (RSS). The 
Marathi daily said the 
MVA government had 
filed cases against IPS 

officer Rashmi Shukla 
in Pune and Mumbai in 
connection with the al-
leged phone tapping . 
The phones of MVA 
leaders were illegally 
tapped when Mr Fadna-
vis was the chief min-
ister, it said. The phone 
numbers of MVA leaders 
were out for tapping un-
der different names said 
to be of drug peddlers 
and terrorists, it claimed. 

Mr Fadnavis should also 
explain if such “illegal” 
tapping is a crime or not, 
the editorial said. The 
investigating officers 
in the case visited Mr 
Fadnavis when he was 
the leader of opposition 
and took his statement 
respectfully. There was 
no need to make an is-
sue out of it, the Marathi 
daily said. MVA leaders 
Anil Deshmukh, Nawab 
Malik, Sanjay Raut was 
arrested by central probe 
agencies unnecessarily. 
If the phone tapping case 
was not serious enough, 
why was former Mumbai 
police chief Sanjay Pan-
dey arrested in the same 
case, the editorial asked. 
The cases against Rash-
mi Shukla were dropped 
and she was promoted, it 
noted. Post a comment In 
fact, the Eknath Shinde-
Fadnavis government 
should have taken the 
phone tapping case to its 
logical end.

Assam Child Marriage Arrests “Causing 
Havoc In Lives”, Says High Court

Guwahati: Assam’s massive 
crackdown on child mar-
riages has invited piercing 
questions from the Gauhati 
High Court, which has red-
flagged the inclusion of 
charges under the tough law 
to protect children from sex-
ual crimes. More than 3,000 
people allegedly linked with 
child marriages have been 
taken into custody so far 
across Assam, and lodged 
in temporary jails, spark-
ing protests by women who 
decried the arrest of sole 
breadwinners of their fami-
lies. The police action has 
been questioned because it 
has scoped out cases dating 
back years, and experts have 
also doubted the legality of 
applying the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Of-
fences or POCSO Act in 
child marriage cases. Grant-

ing pre-arrest bail to nine 
people charged under the 
POCSO Act, with a mini-
mum sentence of 20 years in 
one of the cases, the Gauhati 
High Court on Tuesday ob-
served that these are not in-
stances which require custo-
dial interrogation. “POCSO 
you can add anything. What 
is the POCSO [charge] 
here? Merely because POC-
SO is added, does it mean 
judges will not see what is 
there? We are not acquit-
ting anyone here. No one is 
preventing you to probe,” 
Justice Suman Shyam said. 
“Is there any allegation of 
rape here?”, he said, hear-
ing another case, and calling 
the allegations “weird”. “At 
the moment, this court is of 
the opinion that these are 
matters that do not require 
custodial interrogation... If 

you find someone is guilty, 
file a chargesheet,” the court 
said in another related case. 
“This is causing a havoc in 
the private life of people. 
There are children, family 
members, old people. Obvi-
ously it (child marriage) is 
bad idea. We will give our 
views but at the moment the 
issue is whether they should 
be all arrested and put in 
jail,” it added. Championed 
by Assam Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma as a 
way to fix the state’s poor 
health metrics, the crack-
down on child marriage 
began on February 3 with 
more than 4,000 police cas-
es. “The drive against this 
social evil will continue. 
We seek the support of the 
people of Assam in our fight 
against this social crime,” 
the Chief Minister said on 
Friday. 13 Comments Op-
position parties have criti-
cised how the drive is be-
ing carried out, terming the 
arrests of teenage husbands 
and family members as an 
“abuse of law” for political 
gain, and equating the po-
lice action with “terrorising 
people”.

BBC’s Latest Mail To Staff As Income Tax 
Officials Scan Its India Offices

New Delhi: As the in-
come tax survey at 
BBC’s offices in Delhi 
and Mumbai entered the 
second day, the broad-
caster issued a fresh mail 
to its employees, asking 
them to cooperate with 
the tax officials. The em-
ployees, it is learnt, have 
been asked to support the 
officials conducting the 
survey and answer their 
questions comprehen-
sively. They have also 
been told that they can 
refrain from answering 
questions on personal 
income, but asked to an-
swer other salary-related 

queries, it is learnt. The 
fresh mail said that only 
those working in the 
broadcast department 
need to come to office, 
while others may con-
tinue to work from home. 
The tax survey at the BBC 
offices comes weeks after 
a huge row over the UK 

national broadcaster’s 
documentary on Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and the 2002 Gujarat ri-
ots. The survey is report-
edly linked to suspected 
tax evasion by claiming 
services and costs that 
were not incurred, said 
sources. According to 

sources, the Income Tax 
authorities are checking 
account details dating 
as far back as 2012. The 
BBC has earlier asked its 
staff to avoid comment-
ing on social media on 
the developments. Tax 
officials have insisted 
that this was a survey, 
not a search, and that 
the phones would be re-
turned. “We needed some 
clarifications and for that 
our team is visiting BBC 
office and we are carry-
ing out a survey. Our of-
ficers have gone to check 
account books, these are 
not searches,” Income 

Tax sources asserted yes-
terday, adding that they 
asked the BBC’s finance 
department for details of 
balance sheets and ac-
counts.
 The opposition has 
slammed the govern-
ment, alleging that it is 
targeting the BBC for 
airing the documentary 
critical of PM Modi over 
the 2002 riots. The Edi-
tors Guild of India said 
the raids were part of a 
wider “trend of using 
government agencies to 
intimidate or harass press 
organisations that are 
critical.

Tripura Women’s Commission Chief 
Alleges Attack By BJP Workers

Agartala: Tripura Women’s 
Commission chairperson 
Barnali Goswami was alleg-
edly assaulted by Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) workers 
at Dhamnagar on Tuesday. 
Some of the attackers al-
legedly include elected BJP 
councillors. Ms Goswami, 
herself a senior BJP leader, 
said around 200 women and 
men attacked her when she 
went to meet a neighbour. 
“I was injured in the attack. 
The attackers tore my saree 
and other clothing. The po-
lice also did not help me de-
spite several phone calls,” 
she claimed. The women’s 
body chief registered an 
FIR in connection with the 
incident and also informed 
Tripura Chief Minister 
Manik Saha. According to 

the police, one of her as-
sociates and a bodyguard 
were also injured in the at-
tack. BJP insiders added 
that after Ms Goswami was 
denied a BJP ticket for the 
upcoming Assembly elec-
tions, she started work-
ing against the the sitting 
Dhamnagar MLA, BJP’s 

Biswa Bandhu Sen. Post a 
comment Elections to the 
60-seat Tripura Assembly 
will take place on February 
16. The counting of votes 
will be held on March 2. 
The BJP is contesting 55 
seats while its ally, the In-
digenous People’s Front of 
Tripura (IPFT).

“Deep Anguish”: News Broadcasters’ Group Condemns BBC Tax Survey
New Delhi:Feb15:  The 
News Broadcasters and 
Digital Association (NBDA) 
has expressed “deep an-
guish” over the Income Tax 
surveys conducted at the 
offices of BBC, a member 
of the media group. “While 
NBDA maintains that no in-
stitution is above the law, it 
condemns any attempt to 
muzzle and intimidate the 
media and interfere with 

the free functioning of 
journalists and media or-
ganisations. Such attempts 
undermine the basic te-
nets of free speech as en-
shrined in the constitution 
and severely affect the free 
and fearless functioning of 
a democracy,” the NBDA 
said in a statement. “NBDA 
states that such Income 
Tax ‘surveys’ leads to con-
sistent harassment of the 

media, which also impacts 
the reputation and im-
age of India as the world’s 
largest democracy. NBDA 
urges the Government to 
ensure that any investiga-
tion undertaken by it, must 
be in strict adherence with 
the principles of natural 
justice and the prevalent 
law,” it added. Income Tax 
officials searched the BBC’s 
Delhi and Mumbai offices 

on Tuesday, weeks after a 
massive controversy over 
the UK national broad-
caster’s documentary on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and the deadly sec-
tarian riots in Gujarat in 
2002. The taxmen sealed 
off the offices for a “survey” 
linked to alleged diversion 
of profits and irregularities 
in transfer pricing involv-
ing the BBC. Sources say, 

the Income Tax authori-
ties are checking account 
details dating as far back 
as 2012. “The Income Tax 
Authorities are currently at 
the BBC offices in New Del-
hi and Mumbai and we are 
fully cooperating. We hope 
to have this situation re-
solved as soon as possible,” 
the BBC tweeted. The op-
position accused the gov-
ernment of targeting the 

BBC for airing a documen-
tary critical of PM Modi 
over the riots that swept 
Gujarat in 2002, when he 
was Chief Minister. The Edi-
tors Guild of India said the 
raids were part of a wider 
“trend of using govern-
ment agencies to intimi-
date or harass press organ-
isations that are critical of 
government policies”. The 
two-part series.
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Bharat Jodo Yatra Was 
Good. Rahul Gandhi, 

Now Move On
When Rahul Gandhi 
began his Bharat Jodo 
Yatra (BJY) in Septem-
ber, many doubted that 
he would walk the en-
tire course. After all, he 
was the “reluctant poli-
tician”, hardly a match 
for his 24x7 adversaries 
with their blazing pur-
suit of power. His track 
record doesn’t help. In 
his two decades in poli-
tics, Rahul Gandhi has 
taken off to undisclosed 
foreign locations every 
few months, and often 
at politically critical 
moments. It was natu-
rally assumed that Ra-
hul Gandhi would take a 
break - or many of them 
- in course of his Bharat 
Jodo Yatra. As it turned 
out, walking was not 
one of Rahul Gandhi’s 
problems. Unknown to 
most, physical fitness is 
his superpower. On the 
last day of the Yatra, in 
snow-wrapped Srinagar, 
he plodded through 
slush and ice, waving 
aside an umbrella held 
up for him. Addressing 
a rally that day, flecks 
of snow clinging to 
his beard, he was a far 
cry from “Pappu” - the 
name many in the BJP 
use derisively for the 
Congress leader. But the 
Yatra and the valorous 
tales of walking more 
than 3,500 km should 
have been in the past 
by now. The walk from 
the southernmost tip of 
India to the symbolic 
northern crest of India 
is just the start of a far 
more complex and com-
plicated journey. Rahul 
Gandhi should have im-
mediately applied him-
self to the task of giving 
shape to the political 
narrative he crafted over 
the past few months. 
He should have tried 
to convert spontaneity 
into resolve, identify 
challenges and devise a 
plan. But almost a fort-
night after the end of the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra and a 
week after his speech in 
Lok Sabha, there is no 
such plan for beating the 
party into shape ahead 
of 2024. Those who see 
the Yatra as a counter-
narrative to the BJP say 
there are a few promis-
ing facts. One, the Yatra 
drew big crowds, even 
in the Kashmir Valley. 
Two, Rahul Gandhi 
consistently used the 
vocabulary of ‘love’, 
contrasting sharply with 
hate rhetoric, and this 
found takers. This, ac-
cording to the Rahul 
cheer squad, showed 
that support for the 
BJP’s majoritarian poli-
tics is shrinking. And 
that the ideology of 

the Congress still reso-
nates among people. 
The third and most im-
portant point - that Ra-
hul Gandhi’s image has 
undergone a complete 
makeover. Unfortu-
nately, harping on Rahul 
Gandhi makes the long 
Yatra seem essentially 
about recasting his im-
age. A campaign like 
this cannot be about one 
man’s image. The Con-
gress and Rahul Gan-
dhi need to understand 
that as long as Narendra 
Modi’s personal stock 
soars, efforts to pit an-
other leader against him 
will yield nothing. For 
people to desire change, 
it is important to talk 
about what impacts their 
daily lives. This may be 
a herculean task as Nar-
endra Modi is a master 
at this game. Not only 
does he speak the lan-
guage of the masses, 
but he also weaves in 
civilisational themes 
that go deep and awak-
en in people a sense of 
imaginary denials and 
past humiliations. The 
Congress must also re-
alise that any attempt to 
convert gains from the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra into 
Rahul Gandhi’s person-
al capital will antago-
nise other opposition 
leaders. Having either 
won or emerged sec-
ond in almost 250 Lok 
Sabha seats in the 2019 
polls, the Congress re-
mains the largest non-
BJP party. But for it to 
be able to convert any-
where near 50 per cent 
of these seats, the party 
has to strike tactical al-
liances. This would re-
quire dimming the spot-
light on Rahul Gandhi. 
The Congress’s perfor-
mance in state elections 
later this year could be 
its key to making senior 
partner in its alliances 
with regional parties. 
But even success in Kar-
nataka and a reasonable 
showing in the three 
northern states of Mad-
hya Pradesh, Rajasthan 
and Chhattisgarh will 
not give the Congress 
the head start it needs 
for 2024. Modi said last 
week in parliament that 
“one person is weighing 
on an entire opposition 
brigade”. These are ear-
ly days yet. But as they 
prepare to face a string 
of elections, Rahul Gan-
dhi and the Congress 
would be better served 
by underplaying gains 
from the Yatra and fo-
cusing instead on chal-
lenges ahead. Modi and 
the BJP are formidable. 
Turning the tables on 
them is a mathematical 
possibility.

Valentine’s Day 2023: A day for businesses to make ‘money’ their ‘honey
Valentine’s Day2023: 
It’s 2023, the world is 
still spinning on its axis, 
scientists are still hunt-
ing for life on Mars and 
Gen Z culture has taken 
over Millenials. Amid 
these changes, one thing 
that hasn’t changed at all 
is the over-romanticised 
idea of love – an idea 
which holds the capacity 
of selling flimsy, yellow 
chiffon sarees to Indians 
visiting the snow-clad 
Alps in Switzerland 
so that they can go all 
“Chandni”. For those 
who couldn’t really un-
derstand the chemistry 
between “Chandni” and 
“Switzerland”, Netflix 
is dropping a docuseries 
“The Romantics”, a kind 
of remedial class on 90’s 
Bollywood romance. So, 
here’s the season to sell 
love in all forms – flow-
ers, food, clothes, films, 
travel, chocolate, jewel-
lery and the list goes on. 
So the question arises: 
who’s the one actually 
enjoying celebrations – 
lovers or those trading 
in love? ALSO READ | 
‘Freedom is a gift’: In-
dian leader’s Valentine’s 
Day tweet celebrating 
singlehood goes viral 
Burning in love Re-
member Elvis Presley’s 
“Burning Love” which 
went like “Girl, girl, 
girl, girl, You gonna set 
me on fire, My brain is 
flaming.......I’m just a 
hunk, a hunk of burning 
love”. Often people say 
that they are burning in 
love, but let’s pause for 
a while and understand 
what is exactly burning 
on a Valentine’s Day – a 
hole in your pocket? This 
is the season when liter-
ally everything can be 
sold, from a heart-shaped 
island to a heart-shaped  
pizza and that too at an 
unbelievable price! Why? 
Because Urdu poet Jigar 

Moradabadi very rightly 
said, “ye ishq nahin asan 
itna hi samajh liije, ik aag 
ka dariya hai aur duub 
ke jaana hai (Understand 
that love is not easy, it’s a 
river full of fire and you 
have to swim through 
it)”. Years back, Valen-
tine’s Day was just one 
spend full day. Now, it’s 
a season of seven days 
to buy chocolates, pur-
chase teddies and keep 
the shopkeepers and on-
line sellers happy and in 
glee. Flowers are the best 
deal these days. In Pune, 
people are buying Dutch 
roses for Rs300 a bunch, 
no not a bunch of 100 
roses but that of a mere 
15! The trend of greeting 
cards on birthdays, New 
Year and other occasions 
has become obsolete. But 
that’s not the case with 
Valentine’s. On this day, 
even cards work magic 
for shopkeepers. Poor 
fellows arrested in love 
are lured using every 
possible business trick 
to splurge their hard-
earned money and help 
the people in business 
print the notes. WATCH 
| Valentine’s day to look 
different this year Social 
hype, peer pressure and 
FOMO Why is it so im-
portant to go on a proper 
date on Valentine’s Day? 
Couples these days actu-
ally have a checklist – 
romantic location, nice 
food, champagne and 
stuff. But why? It’s the 
Instagram dilemma and 
the peer pressure and fear 
of missing out (FOMO) 
that comes along. How 
can one not upload pic-
tures on Instagram? Isn’t 
it mandatory? Wouldn’t 
people call it blasphemy 
if not done? Instagram 
is the perfect place to 
promote businesses, sell 
businesses and lure peo-
ple to businesses. And 
then we have a dedicated 

list of “Instagram-wor-
thy places” on Zomato. 
Today good food and 
wine don’t help restau-
rants pull crowds, its 
Instagram-worthy label 
which makes the impos-
sible happen. So, this 
Valentine’s day, here’s 
a congratulations to all 
the singles out there who 
have managed to save 
their pockets from being 
raided for an over-hyped 
emotion called “love”. 
Valentine’s Day2023: 
It’s 2023, the world is 
still spinning on its axis, 
scientists are still hunt-
ing for life on Mars and 
Gen Z culture has taken 
over Millenials. Amid 
these changes, one thing 
that hasn’t changed at all 
is the over-romanticised 
idea of love – an idea 
which holds the capacity 
of selling flimsy, yellow 
chiffon sarees to Indians 
visiting the snow-clad 
Alps in Switzerland 
so that they can go all 
“Chandni”. For those 
who couldn’t really un-
derstand the chemistry 
between “Chandni” and 
“Switzerland”, Netflix 

is dropping a docuseries 
“The Romantics”, a kind 
of remedial class on 90’s 
Bollywood romance. So, 
here’s the season to sell 
love in all forms – flow-
ers, food, clothes, films, 
travel, chocolate, jewel-
lery and the list goes on. 
So the question arises: 
who’s the one actually 
enjoying celebrations – 
lovers or those trading 
in love? | ‘Freedom is a 
gift’: Indian leader’s Val-
entine’s Day tweet cel-
ebrating singlehood goes 
viral Burning in love 
Remember Elvis Pres-
ley’s “Burning Love” 
which went like “Girl, 
girl, girl, girl, You gonna 
set me on fire, My brain 
is flaming.......I’m just a 
hunk, a hunk of burning 
love”. Often people say 
that they are burning in 
love, but let’s pause for 
a while and understand 
what is exactly burning 
on a Valentine’s Day – a 
hole in your pocket? This 
is the season when liter-
ally everything can be 
sold, from a heart-shaped 
island to a heart-shaped  
pizza and that too at an 

unbelievable price! Why? 
Because Urdu poet Jigar 
Moradabadi very rightly 
said, “ye ishq nahin asan 
itna hi samajh liije, ik aag 
ka dariya hai aur duub 
ke jaana hai (Understand 
that love is not easy, it’s a 
river full of fire and you 
have to swim through 
it)”. Years back, Valen-
tine’s Day was just one 
spend full day. Now, it’s 
a season of seven days 
to buy chocolates, pur-
chase teddies and keep 
the shopkeepers and on-
line sellers happy and in 
glee. Flowers are the best 
deal these days. In Pune, 
people are buying Dutch 
roses for Rs300 a bunch, 
no not a bunch of 100 
roses but that of a mere 
15! The trend of greeting 
cards on birthdays, New 
Year and other occasions 
has become obsolete. But 
that’s not the case with 
Valentine’s. On this day, 
even cards work magic 
for shopkeepers. Poor 
fellows arrested in love 
are lured using every 
possible business trick 
to splurge their hard-
earned money and help 

the people in business 
print the notes. WATCH 
| Valentine’s day to look 
different this year Social 
hype, peer pressure and 
FOMO Why is it so im-
portant to go on a proper 
date on Valentine’s Day? 
Couples these days actu-
ally have a checklist – 
romantic location, nice 
food, champagne and 
stuff. But why? It’s the 
Instagram dilemma and 
the peer pressure and fear 
of missing out (FOMO) 
that comes along. How 
can one not upload pic-
tures on Instagram? Isn’t 
it mandatory? Wouldn’t 
people call it blasphemy 
if not done? Instagram 
is the perfect place to 
promote businesses, sell 
businesses and lure peo-
ple to businesses. And 
then we have a dedicated 
list of “Instagram-wor-
thy places” on Zomato. 
Today good food and 
wine don’t help restau-
rants pull crowds, its 
Instagram-worthy label 
which makes the impos-
sible happen. So, this 
Valentine’s day, here’s 
a congratulations to all 
the singles out there who 
have managed to save 
their pockets from being 
raided for an over-hyped 
emotion called “love”.
that comes along. How 
can one not upload pic-
tures on Instagram? Isn’t 
it mandatory? Wouldn’t 
people call it blasphemy 
if not done? Instagram 
is the perfect place to 
promote businesses, sell 
businesses and lure peo-
ple to businesses. And 
then we have a dedicated 
list of “Instagram-worthy 
places” on Zomato. To-
day good food and wine 
don’t help restaurants 
pull crowds, its Insta-
gram-worthy label which 
makes the impossible 
happen. So, this Valen-
tine’s day.

When ‘National Champions’ Humiliate the Nation
It may not be much con-
solation to Gautam Ada-
ni, but he is not the first 
“national champion” to 
be brought low by having 
his accounting practices 
questioned on the world 
stage. As much as the 
rise of India’s (ex-)rich-
est man was meteoric, it 
pales in comparison to 
the rise of Chinese busi-
nesses in the 2000s. With 
an incredible sustained 
double-digit growth rate 
after the opening of its 
economy under Deng 
Xiaoping, the new mil-
lennium marked the point 
when cash-rich Chinese 
companies went global, 
buying up companies in 
other countries as a way 
to expand their footprint. 
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problem was that Chinese 
companies operated in a 
very different business 
environment at home 
than what they found 
abroad. Most of the ma-
jor Chinese companies 
were – and continue to be 
– either state-owned or 
state-linked. Part of this 
is crudely political, as the 

Communist Party of Chi-
na exercises control and 
makes sure that the top 
managers of such compa-
nies are Party operatives, 
or at least Party affili-
ated. Another part of it is 
the economic conditions 
that this political control 
has created. Since banks 
in China are mostly state-
run, and the Party sets 
the agenda of develop-
ment, a state-owned (or 
linked) firm, often has an 
insight into the direction 
of where the state will 
want investment to flow, 
and the banks are encour-
aged to lend in that direc-
tion. This is not so much 
a state-run economy as a 
state-directed one; with 
permits, financing, and 
business combining into 
a “whole of society” ap-
proach to development. 
Unfortunately, to an ex-
ternal observer, it all 
looks like a great deal of 
insider trading. And, of 
course, it comes with its 
own risks. For example, 
there is the real estate cri-
sis in China, where huge 
unfinished, unaffordable, 
or merely empty “ghost 
cities” have created a 
massive strain on the 
Chinese economy. (As 
Vivek Kaul explains, we 
have “ghost structures” 
too, even if at a smaller 
level.) These ghost cit-
ies were built by com-

panies because it was 
what the government 
indicated. They were fi-
nanced by loans made 
easy because the banks 
also knew that this is 
what the government 
wanted. Now, because 
they are overpriced, and 
Chinese incomes have 
not achieved the targets 
that the state might have 
wanted, they are a head-
ache for real estate com-
panies, banks, and China. 
Also Read: Hindenburg 
Spotlights an Offshore 
Adani-Related Entity 

That ED Had Linked to 
AgustaWestland Scam A 
decade ago, there were 
only a few murmurs of 
caution about problem-
atic business decisions 
and accounting issues 
in China, usually only 
within the domain of ex-
perts. The problems only 
came into clear focus 
when China’s “nation-
al champions” went to 
town by buying abroad. 
It was part of China’s 
great coming out parade. 
The problem was that 
they were just not used 

to operating in a more 
sceptical environment. 
No government was giv-
ing them the nod, and 
no state direction would 
ease the way. In fact, in 
the states that they now 
invested in, the regula-
tory institutions were far 
more likely to ask ques-
tions instead, and it did 
not really matter if your 
CEO was a bigwig in the 
government, or their son 
or daughter. As David 
Shambaugh documents 
in China Goes Global, 
“In 2010 the US Securi-

ties and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC) launched 
an investigation into the 
accounting practices of 
Chinese firms that had 
tried to list in the United 
States, and found at least 
twenty-five had fraudu-
lent accounting in their 
filings.” Many companies 
delisted in 2011, buying 
back their stock. What 
this exposed, though, 
was not really the com-
panies themselves, but 
the business environment 
in China. As Shambaugh 
drily notes, “Transpar-
ency and corporate gov-
ernance are not exactly 
attributes associated 
with Chinese companies, 
whose decision-making 
processes are usually 
opaque, whose business 
practices are frequently 
corrupt, and whose ac-
counting procedures are 
often fraudulent.” The 
humiliation of Chinese 
companies, as China’s 
“national champions” 
was also seen as a humil-
iation of the country, be-
cause of what it revealed 
about the nature of its 
regulatory institutions. In 
the defence mounted by 
Adani, he has described 
the Hindenburg report 
as an attack not just on 
Adani, but on India as 
a whole. One hopes he 
is not drawing a similar 
parallel.
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Mallikarjun Kharge Shows His 
Mettle and Guile in Parliament

After years of head-on 
clashes in which invari-
ably Narendra Modi 
and the Bharatiya Janata 
Party won and the Con-
gress was discomposed, 
Mallikarjun Kharge, who 
is both Leader of the Op-
position and the elected 
Congress president, fi-
nessed treasury benches 
and held the prime minis-
ter to account. Guile and 
not a frontal attack lured 
the treasury benches to 
underestimate his tactics. 
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Player He lured finance 
minister Nirmala Sithara-
man to incriminate Modi 
and give credence to al-
legations of his connec-
tions to Gautam Adani, 
as chief minister of Guja-
rat and now prime minis-
ter. Sitharaman defended 
her boss, arguing that 
Kharge made “insinuat-
ing” jibes that were “sub-
tly and overtly” against 
the prime minister. That 
became abundantly clear 
when he re-read the bit 
that provoked the trea-
sury benches to jump to 
Modi’s defence. Kharge 
pointed to the astronomi-
cal increase in Gautam 
Adani’s valuation from 
Rs 1 lakh crore to Rs 12 
lakh crore in two years. 
As an experienced and 
wily parliamentarian, 
a strategic player who 
knows his enemy well 
enough to find the unpro-
tected underbelly, Kharge 
understood that head-on 
confrontation of the pho-
tograph-brandishing kind 
used by Rahul Gandhi in 
the Lok Sabha a day ear-
lier would not work. By 
the time he finished, he 
had Modi in a bind, where 
any statement he made 
on the Adani group’s ver-
tiginous wealth accumu-
lation between 2019 and 
2021 would incriminate 
the prime minister, his 
policies and his claims 
to corruption-free gover-
nance. Denying that the 
valuation had jumped in 
two years would be a lie; 
admitting that it had hap-
pened would require an 
explanation of how it had 
happened. By cornering 
Modi and compelling the 
BJP, including its front 
benches in the Rajya 
Sabha, to make mistakes, 
Kharge has trapped the 
ruling establishment in a 
corner. It has never been 
on the defensive like it 
is now and it has fewer 
weapons in its arsenal to 
whip up a frenzy of hate, 
support and adulation of 
Modi. Kharge has stated 
the obvious; Modi can 
stop hate speeches and 

photo-ops now if he so 
chooses. He can reverse 
decisions and entrust the 
public sector, instead 
of Adani, with public 
money in banks and LIC 
for building public infra-
structure, thereby creat-
ing jobs. Also read: As 
BJP Gears Up for 2024 
Polls, Thrust Will Be on 
Modi as Statesman The 
presiding officers of the 
two Houses of Parlia-
ment have been put on 
the defensive by Kharge, 
for overdoing their super-
vision of the discussions. 
In doing so, Kharge has 
raised questions about 
freedom to speak, criti-
cise and what is in the 
national interest and who 
decides that, making it 
difficult for at least the 
Rajya Sabha chairper-
son, Jagdeep Dhankar, 
to manage the House. On 
Monday, the Rajya Sabha 
was adjourned till March 
13, following prolonged 
ruckus. By shifting the 
onus, Kharge has made 
himself Modi’s challeng-
er and a competent adver-
sary for the BJP’s strate-
gy making machinery. As 
it happens, Kharge wears 
two hats: Leader of the 
Opposition and Congress 
president. Kharge has to 
get on with leading the 
Congress. Parliament 
is not the arena where 
BJP’s current uneasy 
defensiveness can con-
vince voters. The Con-
gress needs to cover the 
vast distance between the 
rarified environs of Par-
liament and numerically 
huge number of voters 
in rural India’s farthest 
corners. It would have 
to be rapidly. Squander-
ing the advantage that 
convert enthusiasm for 
Rahul Gandhi’s message 
on his gruelling Bharat 
Jodo Yatra would be both 
feckless and spendthrift, 
neither of which the Con-
gress can afford. A man-
date is what the Congress 
seeks, against Modi and 
the BJP’s ideology of ma-
joritarian identity politics 
and micr0-level manoeu-
vrings of sub castes and 
labharthis (beneficiaries 
of Modi’s munificence). 
Kharge, who vehemently 
objects to being labelled 
as a Dalit leader and de-
mands that he be identi-
fied as a Congress man, 
exudes a salt of the earth 
confidence, unlike many 
highly visible and voluble 
party leaders. His rise up 
the ranks of the Congress 
from an ordinary worker 
to Karnataka legislator, 
state party boss, parlia-
mentarian and cabinet 
minister has not changed 
his persona much. That 
is an advantage, both 
against the BJP and its 
targeted attacks against 
the “Khan Market gang” 
used to describe what the 
Sangh imagines are hot-

housed bred leaders, and 
for Rahul Gandhi who is 
a sitting duck for barbs 
about dynastic politics 
and within the Congress. 
The election that Kharge 
won revealed that about 
90% of the electoral 
college of 10,000 eli-
gible Congress members 
preferred him and not 
Shashi Tharoor, an elo-
quent speaker and prolif-
ic writer, who did not rise 
through the party ranks 
but came in laterally. As 
party boss, Kharge needs 
all the different groups, 
with their particular ap-
peal, to unify under his 
leadership to ensure that 
the BJP remains on the 
defensive and continues 
to make missteps of the 
Sitharaman sort. This is 
the sort of conciliation 
and collective leadership 
that the Congress once 
possessed, in its heydays 
before and after Inde-
pendence. Listen: Bharat 
Jodo Yatra Surpassed Ex-
pectations, But Will Piv-
ot Into Electoral Gains? 
By making his former ri-
val, Tharoor, head of the 
subcommittee on inter-
national affairs ahead of 
the February 24 meeting 
of the Congress, Kharge 
is pulling together the 
resources of the party 
that can hit the BJP from 
all sides. Because Modi 
has made India’s rise in 
world rankings and its 
leadership of the G20 a 
key achievement of his 
tenure as prime minis-
ter, the Congress needs 
to puncture that inflated 
claim. To be seen to be 
inclusive is a strategy 
that could make Kharge’s 
position stronger. The art 
of disarming the other 
side seems to be a tac-
tic that Kharge uses to 
positive effect. In the Ra-
jya Sabha, he had Modi 
chortling; he admonished 
the treasury benches to 
let the prime minister 
laugh, even though the 
prime minister was the 
target of his pointed and 
searing attack. That his 
barbs stung was evident 
in Modi’s elaborate ex-
planation on Sunday, 
while inaugurating 246 
km of the Delhi-Mumbai 
highway, that world-class 
highways had a wealth 
creation multiplier effect. 
By reducing the complex 
reasons why the BJP and 
Modi’s leadership should 
be rejected into two 
specific issues, Kharge 
sharpened the focus so 
that the common person 
could make sense of the 
matter. It will be easier 
now for grassroots Con-
gress leaders to amplify 
the attack. Kharge is not 
a soft target for Modi and 
the BJP. If he can get his 
party organised and de-
liver a win in the Karna-
taka state elections due 
later this year, the Con-

BBC Raids: Revenge Is What the Voters of 
the BJP Keep Looking For

The income tax raids on 
the offices of the BBC 
India in New Delhi and 
Mumbai –  politely 
called as ‘surveys’ – have 
not come as a surprise 
to those who know this 
government. The raids 
obviously have noth-
ing to do with any sus-
pected money deal in-
volving the BBC. It is 
hard to imagine that a 
public broadcaster like 
it would indulge in any 
financial misdeeds – too 
in India – which would 
warrant the attention of 
the income tax sleuths. 
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income tax officers raid-
ed news organisations 
recently (eg. NewsClick, 
Dainik Bhaskar) it was 
motivated primarily by 
the regime’s desire to 
punish them for their au-
dacity to scrutinise the 
acts of this government 
and to critique it when 
necessary. The official 
claim being made that the 
IT department is investi-
gating persistent ‘transfer 
pricing’ and misreporting 
of profits by the BBC has 
been rubbished by tax 
experts. The supporters 
of this government know 
it well that this raid on 
the BBC is an act of re-
venge by the government 
for the documentary on 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s relations with 

Muslims in India. The 
documentary was not 
only about the 2002 ri-
ots, it was about the jour-
ney of India from 2002 
to 2023, and especially 
since 2014. The Editors 
Guild of India has rightly 
condemned the raids as 
yet another assault on the 
freedom of the media. 
But this doesn’t perturb 
the government. It has 
enacted this spectacle to 
tell its people that no one, 
not even the BBC, should 
dare cross the line drawn 
by it. They will have to 
suffer for criticising the 
government. The gov-
ernment agency’s raids 
show that revenge is 
what the constituents of 
the Modi-led Bharatiya 
Janata Party keep look-
ing for and the leader 
never disappoints. So, 
when analysts think that 

these raids are a self goal 
of this government, they 
fail to understand the 
psychological game that 
it is playing with the peo-
ple of India. Also read: 
BBC ‘Survey’: Modi 
Government Is Behaving 
Exactly Like Indira Gan-
dhi During the Emergen-
cy Those shocked by the 
act say that only a fool-
ish government can do it 
when India has taken the 
role of the chair of G20, 
when representatives of 
the G20 countries are in 
India for various events, 
and when the BBC oper-
ates in all these countries. 
The government has 
earned nothing but bad 
press for it, internation-
ally. This government’s 
past record explains that 
international opinion has 
never been a worry for it. 
It has brazenly raided and 

closed Greenpeace India 
and Amnesty Internation-
al India; suspended fund-
ing routes to Oxfam India 
and various other organ-
isations which have a 
global influence. The dis-
approving murmur from 
some friendly foreign 
governments didn’t mean 
much. The government 
knows that the West, the 
so-called ‘free world’, 
would rather have an au-
thoritarian majoritarian 
India on its side, the ob-
jective being to take care 
of the increasing influ-
ence of China. The Modi 
government is confident 
of total inaction from the 
international community. 
We need not flip the pag-
es of our history books to 
understand that it has al-
ways been like that. But 
there is something more 
in the latest action of 

this government. Prime 
Minister Modi wants his 
supporters to believe that 
they – and India – are in 
a state of war. Amnesty, 
Oxfam, Greenpeace all 
are foreign elements at-
tacking it. It is legitimate 
for them to be neutral-
ised. Similarly, the BBC 
documentary is an as-
sault on India, as is the 
Hindenburg report on the 
Adani group. BJP vot-
ers would have loved a 
revenge act against Hin-
denburg Research but 
sadly it does not have 
any office or an allied 
entity in India. The Modi 
government is constantly 
creating a constituency 
which would like to 
score victories in imagi-
nary battles or wars. So, 
changing of the names 
of Allahabad or Mughal-
sarai or Mughal Garden 
is a revenge against the 
medieval Muslim rulers. 
The attacks on Muslims 
and Christians in vari-
ous parts of the country  
is part of an ongoing war 
to show them their place, 
to make them bow their 
heads. The humiliation 
of organisations or indi-
viduals with any real or 
imaginary foreign link is 
yet another victory. This 
is what is being fed to 
this constituency which 
is asked to pay for these 
attacks with its votes. The 
international community 
must, however, think 
about the monster it is 
nourishing. The violence 
that this government has 
unleashed on Muslims, 
Christians and its critics 
will not only harm India 
irreparably.

Why the Conclusion in Ukraine Will Be Untidy
Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky was 
propelled into the headlines 
last year by the Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine, becom-
ing a permanent haranguer 
on the screens of Europe 
and the US, and projecting 
himself into whichever oc-
casion he could contrive to 
make demands for moral 
and material support on be-
half of his country. He was 
an actor elected in 2019 as 
an anti-establishment, anti-
corruption campaigner, in 
contrast to the oligarchs 
who had preceded him in the 
notoriously corrupt country. 
But by the end of 2021, his 
approval had fallen to 32% 
for non-performance. The 
invasion was his redemp-
tion; he now rates around 
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/ 03:02 Unmute Fullscreen 
Copy video url Play / Pause 
Mute / Unmute Report a 
problem Language Share 
Vidverto Player Ukraine is 
a state but has struggled to 
consolidate itself as a na-
tion; in the 30 years since 
the USSR’s dissolution, it 
produced no leader capable 
of uniting its citizens in 
any shared conception of 
national identity. The terri-
tory claimed by Kiev was 
assembled after World War 
II; eastern portions of Po-
land and Czechoslovakia 
were incorporated by Sta-
lin and Crimea by Khrush-
chev. Since the entire Soviet 
Union was controlled from 
Moscow, these accretions 
were of little practical sig-
nificance, but they produced 
fractures along linguistic, 
religious and cultural lines, 
made worse by the unitary 

government and not a fed-
eral one that could have 
allowed some devolution. 
The break-up of the Soviet 
Union in 1991 resulted in 
unfortunate consequences 
for many inside and outside 
the USSR, particularly the 
ethnic Russians that found 
themselves minorities in 
newly independent repub-
lics. A basic principle of 
Moscow’s foreign policy 
after 2000 has been atten-
tion to, and protection of, 
these Russian minorities, 
which was evident in Geor-
gia, Moldova and now in 
Ukraine. The 2014 Ukraine 
revolution that overthrew 
President Yanukovich be-
cause he preferred closer 
ties with Russia rather than 
with the European Union 
saw the US and EU open-
ly supporting the uprising 
in order to attach Ukraine 
to the EU and NATO, al-
though Ukraine was ineli-
gible for both under normal 
requirements. With Ya-
nukovich’s departure, the 
Donbas uprising against 
Kiev was supported by 
Russia. The 2014 and 2015 
Minsk agreements were to 
provide Donbas a degree 
of autonomy through elec-
tion of local officials with 
Kiev guarding the Donbas 
external borders, but the 
Kiev legislature rejected 
both the federal structure 
and amnesty for secession-
ists. An impasse developed; 
although Zelensky was ini-
tially anxious to arrive at a 
settlement with Moscow, 
he could not risk his po-
litical future by implement-
ing the Minsk agreements 
against nationalist and far-
right ‘neo-Nazi’ opposi-
tion, and he had the support 
of the US in not doing so. 

Only an implementation 
of Minsk might have per-
suaded Russia to withdraw 
from Donbas, though that 
is now moot with Moscow 
having incorporated the 
four eastern and southeast-
ern Ukraine provinces into 
Russia. Also read: How 
Feasible Is it For India to 
Broker Peace Between Rus-
sia and Ukraine? Due to 
naïveté or instigation from 
the West, Zelensky made 
no effort to reassure Mos-
cow about any intention to 
seek membership of NATO 
during the Russian build-up 
leading to the February in-
vasion, and within a month 
of the invasion, tripartite 
talks in Antalya between 
Turkey, Ukraine and Rus-
sia arrived at contours of a 
diplomatic solution, with 
Kyiv eschewing future 
membership of NATO and 
a time-bound status quo in 
Crimea, but expectations 
were dashed allegedly due 
to US objections. Now, a 
year later, with at least eight 
million Ukrainian refugees 
across Europe and six mil-
lion internally displaced, 
the fighting continues with 
increasing devastation. Nei-
ther party accepts the oth-
er’s conditions for a cease-

fire. The total donations 
to Ukraine for its military 
and administrative arrange-
ments are €106 billion, with 
the US leading with €48 bn 
and the EU with €35 bn. 
The World Bank and IMF 
have contributed $2 bn in 
contrast to their indiffer-
ence to the abject destitu-
tion in war-torn Yemen and 
Afghanistan. At every stage, 
with Zelensky like Oliver 
Twist ever asking for more, 
the West has delivered more 
modern weapons into Ukra-
nian hands, though some 
European electorates are 
feeling uneasy, and German 
Chancellor Scholtz has de-
plored the ‘bidding war’ in 
which every Western leader 
postures like a wartime 
Churchill, every Ukranian 
is a voluble hero and photo 
opportunities with Zelen-
sky reap domestic political 
benefits. With this degree 
of involvement, the US and 
NATO seem determined to 
prolong the fight until Rus-
sia is weakened and desta-
bilised, and its sympathis-
ers shamed. White House 
spokesperson Jen Psaki 
warned that India should 
worry about how the history 
of Ukraine would record it, 
and a Kiev parliamentar-

ian urged India to be sanc-
tioned by Washington. In 
fact, history will record that 
Ukraine rebuffed Indian ap-
proaches in the early 1990s 
on nuclear cooperation, 
sold Pakistan 320 Ukraini-
an T-80UD battle tanks and 
robustly opposed Indian 
nuclear testing at the Con-
ference on Disarmament in 
1998. This came as no sur-
prise; the new republics that 
separated from USSR were 
wary of India’s historic ties 
with Moscow, and over-
night, decades-old patterns 
of economic, trade and cul-
tural contacts were disrupt-
ed and are yet to be fully 
redeveloped. History will 
also record that no Asian 
country, other than known 
American allies, have im-
plemented anti-Russian 
sanctions and that India’s 
policy is a triumph of prag-
matic pursuit of the national 
interest. Many wonder how 
the current conflict will end. 
It will be an untidy conclu-
sion; Ukraine another di-
vided country like Korea 
or Cyprus, though it could 
achieve unity and prosper-
ity only through reasonable 
and cordial relations with 
Russia. A de facto partition 
of Ukraine would be a frag-
ile flashpoint prone to in-
surgency and partisan activ-
ity backed by intelligence, 
weapons, monetary and lo-
gistical support that would 
make life in the Russian-
absorbed enclaves difficult. 
Therefore, even a Rus-
sian face-saving outcome 
would prove pyr- rh ic . 
In the broader con- t e x t , 
Ukraine is the harbinger 
of future ‘total’ wars, wea-
ponising artificial intelli-
gence, propaganda, energy, 
sanctions, finance.
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UK, US Guilty Of “Crimes Against Humanity” 
In Chagos Islands: Rights Group

London: Britain and the 
United States are guilty 
of crimes against hu-
manity in the forced dis-
placement of indigenous 
people from the Chagos 
Islands, Human Rights 
Watch (HRW) said on 
Wednesday. In a new 
106-report, the US-based 
rights group added that 
the UK’s “racial perse-
cution, and continued 
blocking of their return 
home”, with Washing-
ton’s support, constituted 
an “ongoing colonial 
crime”. The two coun-
tries should provide full 
reparations to the Cha-
gossian people, including 
their right to return to live 
in their homeland in the 
Chagos Archipelago in 
the Indian Ocean, HRW 
urged. “The UK is today 
committing an appalling 
colonial crime, treating 
all Chagossians as a peo-
ple without rights,” said 
Clive Baldwin, its senior 

legal adviser and lead au-
thor of the report. “The 
UK and the US, who 
together expelled the 
Chagossians from their 
homes, should provide 
full reparations for the 
harm they have caused.” 
London decided in 1965 
to separate the archipela-
go from Mauritius, which 
was then part of the Brit-
ish empire, and set up a 
joint military base with 
the United States on Di-
ego Garcia, the largest 
of the isles. It continues 
to administer them but 
Mauritius, which became 
an independent Com-

monwealth country in 
1968, has long fought to 
return the islands to its 
territory and has gained 
international support for 
its cause. A 2019 Inter-
national Court of Justice 
ruling backed its claim 
and said Britain should 
give up control of the re-
mote archipelago. Later 
that year, the UN General 
Assembly overwhelm-
ingly voted in favour of 
a resolution recognising 
that “the Chagos Archi-
pelago forms an integral 
part of the territory of 
Mauritius” and recom-
mended Britain with-

draw within six months. 
London and Mauritius 
have begun talks over 
the islands’ sovereign-
ty, the Mauritian prime 
minister said last month, 
after the UK confirmed 
in November that it had 
agreed to discuss its fu-
ture. However, Foreign 
Secretary James Cleverly 
said in a written ministe-
rial statement at the time 
that the countries had 
agreed the military base 
on Diego Garcia would 
continue to operate what-
ever the outcome. HRW 
noted that there had been 
“no clear commitment to 
meaningful consultation 
with the Chagossians and 
to guarantee their right 
to reparations, includ-
ing their right to return, 
in any settlement”. The 
New York-headquartered 
organisation interviewed 
dozens of people, in-
cluding Chagossians and 
UK, US, and Mauritian 

officials, and reviewed 
numerous documents for 
its report. It said it had 
identified three crimes 
against humanity: a con-
tinuing colonial crime 
of forced displacement; 
the prevention of their 
return home by the UK; 
and their persecution by 
the UK on the grounds 
of race and ethnicity. The 
UK’s Foreign, Common-
wealth & Development 
Office (FCDO) respond-
ed to the claims by say-
ing “we respect the work 
Human Rights Watch 
does around the world, 
but we categorically re-
ject this characterisation 
of events. “The UK has 
made clear its deep re-
gret about the manner in 
which Chagossians were 
removed from BIOT in 
the late 1960s and early 
1970s.” The US State De-
partment did not respond 
to requests for comment 
on the HRW report

UK ‘Closely Monitoring’ Income 
Tax Surveys at BBC’s India Offices

New Delhi: The UK 
government took note 
of the reports of tax sur-
veys conducted at the of-
fices of the British public 
broadcaster BBC in India 
and said they are moni-
toring it. “We are closely 
monitoring reports of tax 
surveys conducted at the 
offices of the BBC in In-
dia,” sources in the UK 
government said. BBC 
News too said it was 
cooperating with the In-
come Tax department, 
which is conducting a 
survey at its offices in 
New Delhi and Mumbai. 
“The Income Tax Author-
ities are currently at the 
BBC offices in New Del-
hi and Mumbai and we 
are fully cooperating,” 
the BBC News Press 
Team said in a statement. 
Earlier this morning, In-
come tax officials arrived 
at BBC offices located 
at the national capital`s 
KG Marg for the survey. 
The British broadcaster`s 
office at Kalina Santa-

cruz in Mumbai was also 
surveyed, sources said 
adding that the survey 
was limited to business 
premises of BBC only. 
According to reports, a 
team of IT officials ar-
rived at the BBC Studios 
office in Kalina Santa-
cruz around 11.30 am 
today and a survey has 
been going on since then. 
There is no IT activity 
at the BBC News office 
at Linking road Bandra 
West. It is learnt that the 
tax officials are conduct-
ing verification of certain 
account documents in the 
finance department of the 
BBC offices. During the 
investigation, the mobile 

phones of all the employ-
ees present in the BBC of-
fice have been taken away 
by the Income Tax team. 
The data of the computer 
kept in the accounts and 
finance department was 
also scanned. Accord-
ing to sources, officials 
said the devices will be 
returned to their owners 
after taking a backup. 
The searches come weeks 
after the BBC released a 
documentary on Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
- `India: The Modi Ques-
tion,” which caused con-
troversy. On January 21, 
the Centre issued direc-
tions for blocking mul-
tiple.

US Reacts to Income Tax Surveys at BBC’s 
Delhi, Mumbai Offices, Says ‘We Support...’

New Delhi: The United 
States on Tuesday (Feb-
ruary 14, 2023) reacted 
to the survey operations 
conducted by the Indian 
Tax Department at the 
BBC offices in Delhi and 
Mumbai and said that it 
“supports the importance 
of free press around the 
world”. The Income Tax 
department on Tuesday 
conducted survey opera-
tions for over ten hours 
at the BBC’s offices in 
Delhi, Mumbai, and two 
other linked locations as 
part of an investigation 
into alleged tax evasion. 
The action came weeks 
after the British broad-
caster aired a two-part 
documentary, “India: The 
Modi Question”, on the 
prime minister and the 
2002 Gujarat riots. “We 
are aware of the search of 
the BBC offices in Delhi 
by Indian tax authorities. 
I would need to refer you 
to Indian authorities for 
the details of this search. 
Beyond this discrete ac-
tion, what I’ll say more 

broadly is the general 
point that I’ve consistent-
ly made in this context, 
but in a universal context 
as well,” US State De-
partment Spokesperson 
Ned Price told report-
ers. “We support the im-
portance of a free press 
around the world. We 
continue to highlight the 
importance of freedom of 
expression and freedom 
of religion or belief as 
human rights that con-

tribute to strengthening 
democracies around the 
world. It has strength-
ened this democracy 
here in this country. It 
has strengthened In-
dia’s democracy,” Price 
added.  | UK ‘Closely 
Monitoring’ Income Tax 
Surveys at BBC’s India 
Offices These universal 
rights are the bedrock of 
democracies around the 
world, the US official 
said. When asked if this 

action went against some 
of the spirit or value of 
democracy, Price said, 
“I couldn’t say. We’re 
aware of the facts of 
these searches, but I’m 
just not in a position to 
offer a judgment.” Fully 
cooperating with Income 
Tax authorities: BBC 
The BBC said that it is 
fully cooperating with 
Income Tax authorities. 
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“The Income Tax au-
thorities are currently at 
the offices in New Delhi 
and Mumbai and we are 
fully cooperating. We 
hope to have this situa-
tion resolved as soon as 
possible,” the press office 
of the BBC said on Twit-
ter. Giving an update on 
the situation, the British 
broadcaster at 10:26 PM 
(IST) said that the “In-
come Tax Authorities re-

main at the BBC offices 
in New Delhi and Mum-
bai. Many staff have 
now left the building but 
some have been asked to 
remain and are continu-
ing to cooperate with 
the ongoing enquiries.” 
“We are supporting our 
staff during this time and 
continue to hope to have 
this situation resolved 
as soon as possible. Our 
output and journalism 
continues as normal and 
we are committed to 
serving our audiences 
in India,” the BBC said. 
As per reports, the action 
began at 11 am on Tues-
day when Income Tax of-
ficials reached the BBC 
offices in Delhi, Mum-
bai, Gurugram and one 
another premises and the 
operation continued till 
late evening. BBC staff-
ers were reportedly asked 
to keep their phones at a 
particular spot inside the 
premises and cooperate. 
Besides, some computers 
were seized and the mo-
bile phones.

4 Killed In New Zealand As Cyclone 
Survivors Get Rescued From Rooftops

Napier, New Zealand: 
Military helicopters 
winched stranded storm 
survivors to safety in New 
Zealand on Wednesday, 
after Cyclone Gabrielle 
killed four people and 
displaced 10,500 more. 
With the storm now fad-
ing into the South Pacific, 
rescue teams have finally 
reached regions cut off by 
days of torrential rain and 
gale-force winds. The 
New Zealand military 
deployed three NH90 
helicopters on reconnais-
sance and rescue flights 
to the hard-hit Hawke’s 
Bay area, finding fami-
lies, pets and workmates 
clustered on sodden zinc 
rooftops -- surrounded 
by a sea of murky debris-

filled floodwater. “In 
some cases, flood waters 
were up to the second 
storey of homes where 
people were being res-
cued,” a military spokes-
person said. The disaster 
has severed roads, col-
lapsed houses and cut 
power across a swathe 
of New Zealand’s North 
Island: home to more 
than three-quarters of 
the country’s five million 
residents. The human toll 
continues to rise. Police 
said the body of a child 
was found in Eksdale 
on the remote east coast 
after the youngster was 
“believed to have been 
caught in rising flood 
water”. Emergency Man-
agement Minister Kieran 

McAnulty said three oth-
er bodies had also been 
recovered from storm-hit 
areas. They included a 
woman killed when her 
house was crushed by a 
landslip in Hawke’s Bay 
and a victim believed to 
be a volunteer firefighter 
trapped by a collaps-
ing home. About 10,500 
people have been dis-
placed and 140,000 are 
still without power, ac-
cording to McAnulty. He 
hailed the “phenomenal” 
effort of rescue workers 
and military personnel 
who plucked “roughly 
300 people from roof-
tops” in Hawke’s Bay 
-- a sprawling expanse 
of lush farmland, rugged 
mountains and hard-to-
reach towns. He said a 
group of 60 people were 
rescued from one large 
building marooned by 
floodwaters. Aerial im-
ages showed a once-
bucolic landscape riven 
with torrents of floodwa-
ter,.latticed with crumbl.
ing roads and scarred by 
massive landslides. 

“War Brought Us Together”: Love Blossoms 
In Ukraine’s Frontlines

Forced To Flee By Taliban, Afghan Woman 
Offers Virtual Tours Of Homeland

Milan: Forced to flee 
by the Taliban, Fatima 
Haidari now offers vir-
tual tours of Afghanistan 
from her new home in 
Italy -- with the proceeds 
funding secret Eng-
lish classes for women 
there. From her student 
flatshare in Milan, Haid-
ari leads cyber-tourists 
around the western Af-
ghan city of Herat, using 
Zoom to show them the 
grand mosque with its 
glazed tiles, the citadel 
and the bustling bazaar. 
The 24-year-old worked 
as a tour guide in Herat 

before fleeing when the 
Taliban took power in 
August 2021, and is now 
studying international 
politics at Milan’s Boc-
coni university. But she 
remains passionate about 
showing outsiders the 
beauty of her country, 
even if few tourists cur-
rently dare visit. “When 
you hear about Afghani-
stan, you think of war, 
terror and bombs,” Haid-
ari told AFP in the little 
kitchen she shares with 
four other students. “I 
want to show the world 
the beauty of the coun-

try, its culture and its 
history.” Organised 
through British tour op-
erator Untamed Borders, 
the events draw people 
from Britain to Australia, 
Germany and India. A 
third of the money goes 
towards secret English 
classes for young women 
back in Afghanistan. The 
Taliban have imposed 
harsh restrictions on 
women since returning to 
power, including closing 
secondary schools and 
universities for girls and 
women. Haidari herself 
faced.

Kharkiv: For many Ukrai-
nian soldiers, the war with 
Russia has led to heart-
breaking separation from 
their families, but for oth-
ers love has blossomed on 
the frontline. It was love at 
first sight when Yulia Nest-
ertsova and soldier Oleg 
Sytnik met last summer. 
The young couple tied the 

knot on Valentine’s Day 
Tuesday in the northeastern 
city of Kharkiv. “The war 
brought us together,” said 
18-year-old Nestertsova of 
her meeting with Sytnik, 
27. “He comes from the 
Donetsk region, I’m from 
Kharkiv, we would never 
have met otherwise.” On 
Tuesday, they married in an 

intimate but traditional cer-
emony in Kharkiv’s town 
hall witnessed by a small 
group, including Sytnik’s 
brothers-in-arms. After ex-
changing rings and sign-
ing the register, the couple 
took time to examine the 
“rushnyk” -- an embroi-
dered fabric with traditional 
motifs which couples keep 

for a lifetime. Their smiles 
and the kiss they exchanged 
bore witness to the depth of 
their feelings, even though 
they met less than a year 
ago. Since then, the couple 
have lived to the rhythm of 
Oleg’s army leave. Yulia 
does not hide her “worry”, 
even if she tries to imag-
ine a happy and peaceful 
future together. “We are 
stronger together. We care 
about each other, we look 
forward to our reunions and 
every moment is special,” 
she said. ‘Entirely differ-
ent story’ But further west, 
in a Kyiv hospital, life is 
different for Dmytro Lyn-
artovitch, a soldier recover-
ing from his war wounds. 
As the 44-year-old actor-
turned-fighter tells his story, 
he can’t help but strum his 
guitar to play a few of his 
own tunes. Known for sev-
eral film roles, Lynartovitch 
took up arms to defend his 
homeland in the early hours 
of the Russian invasion. He 
fought until January 9. That 
day, in the eastern.

 town of Soledar, besieged 
by the Russian army, he was 
hit in the face with shrap-
nel, losing the use of his left 
eye and ear. Now, he has no 
contact with his wife and 
two young sons, who left 
to the United States at the 
start of the war. “My wife 
and my children, who are 
over there on the other side 
of the ocean, will sooner 
or later take an interest in 
my health. That is what I 
hope and what I believe 
in,” he said. “The war has 
separated us, as with many 
Ukrainians. They will come 
back when we have peace, 
but that will be an entirely 
different story. Because 
they are going to an English 
school, they are meeting 
other people.” Despite his 
injury, Lynartovitch does 
not intend to leave Ukraine 
before the end of the war, 
even if he dreams of reunit-
ing with his family one day. 
“They will certainly have 
questions, they will want 
to ask: ‘Dad, how are you? 
What are you doing? We 
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WhatsApp beta users on Android can 
now save disappearing messages

WhatsApp has been ac-
tively bringing several 
features to the platform. 
Before it rolls out the 
features to the public, it 
tests them with beta tes-
ters. Recently, WhatsApp 
was spotted testing the 
ability to send up to 100 
media files at the same 
time. Now, the company 
is testing a much-need-
ed feature for chats and 
group chats. Also Read 
- How to use two What-
sApp accounts on iPhone 
Remember the disappear-
ing messages feature that 
WhatsApp introduced 
sometime back? Well, 

that feature is used by 
many users, especially 
in group chats. The fea-
ture automatically makes 
messages disappear after 
some time. Also Read 
- WhatsApp rolling out 
feature to let users share 
up to 100 media within 
the chats: Check de-
tails While this feature 
is super handy for group 
admins, it may delete 
some important messag-
es. Here comes the new 
‘Kept messages’ feature 
that WhatsApp is test-
ing on its beta platform. 
Also Read - WhatsApp 
lets users easily record 

videos hands-free on iOS 
beta WhatsApp brings 
Kept messages on beta 
for Android According 
to WABetaInfo, What-
sApp is now rolling out 
Kept messages feature on 
the latest WhatsApp beta 
version on Android. The 
latest beta version on An-
droid is 2.23.4.10. What-
sApp Kept messages The 
feature lets you save dis-
appearing messages in 
chats. This will come in 
handy if there’s an im-
portant message in chat 
that needs to be kept or 
saved. Do note that star-
ring messages in a chat 

where disappearing mes-
sages are enabled, won’t 
save those starred mes-
sages. That said, this fea-
ture will be the only way 
to save the disappearing 
messaging. All the kept 
messages will be found in 
your Settings panel. Cur-
rently, only Android beta 
users can test the feature 
on the aforesaid version. 
If you are not signed up 
for WhatsApp beta on 
Android you can do it 
right away on Play Store. 
Otherwise, you can also 
download the beta ver-
sion directly from third-
party sites like APK mir-
ror. We expect the feature 
to be rolled out to iOS de-
vices in the beta version 
soon. Following it, the 
feature will arrive in the 
final stable version. Oth-
er than this, WhatsApp 
is also working on more 
features which it plans 
to test with beta testers 
soon. There are some fea-
tures that it’s already test-
ing such as the increased 
media-sending ability.

Volvo Cars Could Go 100 Percent Electric 
in India by 2025, Sold 1,800 Units in 2022

Swedish luxury carmaker 
Volvo Cars could go fully 
electric in India by around 
2025, much ahead of its 
global target of becoming 
a full electric car company 
by 2030, a senior company 
official said on Tuesday. 
The company, which will 
launch the electric version 
of its SUV C40 in the fourth 
quarter of 2023, will keep 
launching one electric vehi-
cle every year in the coun-
try going forward. Volvo 
Cars’ Head of Commercial 
Operations, Rest of Asia 
Pacific region Nick Con-
nor said by virtue of being 
a niche player, the company 
can afford to become a Bat-
tery Electric Vehicle (BEV) 
only manufacturer much 
sooner than its competitors. 
“I think we will accelerate. 
We can’t do it this year, 
maybe in 2025. We said we 
will be 50 percent electric 
(globally) by then, we could 
say well in India, we’re go-
ing to be 100 percent elec-
tric. We’ve already said 
in Australia, for example, 
that by 2026, we’re going 
to be 100 percent electric,” 
he told reporters here in an 
interaction. Connor, who 
was Managing Director of 
Volvo Cars Australia opera-

tions before his current role, 
was responding to a query 
on the plans for the com-
pany’s electrification jour-
ney in India. “We’ve seen a 
much quicker acceleration 
towards battery electric ve-
hicles than we ever thought 
(in Australia). It has taken 
us by surprise. I think that 
could well happen here (in 
India) because we’re not a 
mass manufacturer, we have 
the luxury of being able to 
differentiate ourselves from 
the market,” he asserted. 
The challenge, however, is 
that the pure BEV luxury 
segment is very small at the 
moment and is not enough 
for the company to be vi-
able in the marketplace, he 
said, adding, for some time 
the company would have 
to continue to sell petrol 
cars and mild hybrids. “As 
the market develops, we 
will accelerate the move to 

BEV. The tipping point for 
us will come quite early,” 
Connor added. Volvo Cars’ 
current India portfolio com-
prises fully electric XC40 
Recharge, SUVs XC90, 
XC60 and XC40 along with 
sedan S90. On the signifi-
cance of the Indian market, 
he said, “India is a very im-
portant focus market for our 
region. We see it as prob-
ably the fastest growing 
market in the region, with 
the greatest, longest term 
potential.” Volvo Cars wit-
nessed a strong demand for 
its XC40 BEV which was 
launched towards the back 
end of last year, in India, 
he said, adding, sales last 
year were constrained only 
by supply and demand was 
many times more than sup-
ply in India and around the 
rest of the world. “We will 
launch C40 BEV, a pure 
electric vehicle in quarter 

four of this year.  We’ve 
already seen a very high 
demand for that car in mar-
kets where we’ve already 
launched it. We anticipate 
similar levels of demand for 
C40 BEV as we’d have for 
XC40 BEV in India,” Con-
nor said. Both the XC40 
BEV and the C40 BEV 
would be imported as com-
pletely knocked down units 
and assembled at the com-
pany’s Bengaluru plant. “I 
think it’s very important for 
us that we produce as many 
cars here locally as we can 
to meet local demand,” he 
added. In terms of sales of 
EVs to the company’s total 
sales in India, he said, “We 
haven’t set hard and fast 
targets for India or indeed 
any other market because 
of production uncertain-
ties. But I think if the global 
percentage is 11 percent 
(last year), or (18 percent 
in Q4 of 2022), we’d want 
to be at a similar level for 
India, or maybe even a little 
bit stronger.” Last year, the 
company had sold around 
1,800 units in India and 
expects to record its best 
sales, bettering the previous 
highest of 2,600 units sold 
in 2018.

Twitter to Expand Types of Political 
Ads Permitted on Platform

Twitter on Tuesday said it 
would expand the types of 
political ads allowed on the 
social media platform, an 
apparent reversal of its 2019 
global ban on political ads, 
as the Elon Musk-owned 
company seeks to grow rev-
enue. The company tweeted 
it would also relax its ad-
vertising policy for “cause-
based ads” in the United 
States, and moving forward 
would align its advertising 
policy “with that of TV and 
other media outlets.” Twit-
ter banned political ads in 
2019 after it and other social 
media companies like Face-
book faced widespread crit-
icism for allowing election 
misinformation to spread 
across its services. It also 
restricted ads related to so-
cial causes. “We believe po-
litical message reach should 
be earned, not bought,” 
tweeted Jack Dorsey, Twit-
ter’s then-chief executive, 
in announcing the move. 
Twitter to Soon Allow Us-
ers to Side Sweep Through 
Tweets, Trends, Topics, 

More Since Musk took over 
Twitter in late October, 
corporate advertisers have 
fled in response to the Tesla 
CEO laying off thousands 
of employees, reversing 
the permanent suspension 
of former U.S. President 
Donald Trump and rushing 
a paid verification feature 
that resulted in scammers 
impersonating publicly 
listed companies on Twitter. 
Last month, Musk defended 
his deep cost-cutting mea-
sures, and said Twitter had 
been facing “negative cash 
flow” of $3 billion (roughly 
Rs. 24,900 crore) next year. 
Twitter recently restored a 
feature that promotes sui-
cide prevention hotlines 
and other safety resources 
to users looking up certain 
content, after coming under 
pressure from some users 
and consumer safety groups 
over its removal. Twitter 
Gets Server Architecture 
Changes, Should Feel Fast-
er, Says Elon Musk Reuters 
reported in December that 
the feature was taken down, 

citing two people familiar 
with the matter, who said 
the removal was ordered by 
the social media platform’s 
new owner Elon Musk. Af-
ter publication of the story, 
Twitter head of trust and 
safety Ella Irwin confirmed 
the removal and called it 
temporary. About 15 hours 
after the initial report, 
Musk, who did not initial-
ly respond to requests for 
comment, tweeted “False, 
it is still there.” In response 
to criticism by Twitter us-
ers, he also tweeted “Twit-
ter doesn’t prevent suicide.” 
Data of 40 Crore Twitter 
Users, Including Sundar 
Pichai, on Sale: Report The 
feature, known as #There-
IsHelp, places a banner at 
the top of search results for 
certain topics. It has listed 
contacts for support orga-
nizations in many countries 
related to mental health, 
HIV, vaccines, child sexual 
exploitation, COVID-19, 
gender-based violence, nat-
ural disasters and freedom 
of expression.

Vodafone Idea Loss Swells to Rs. 7,990 Crore in Q3 
Even as Company Posts Increased YoY Revenue

Debt-ridden telecom 
operator Vodafone Idea 
on Tuesday reported 
widening of its consoli-
dated loss to Rs. 7,990 
crore for the third quar-
ter ended December 31, 
2022. The company had 
registered a loss of Rs. 
7,234.1 crore in the same 
period a year ago. The 
consolidated revenue 
from operations of Voda-
fone Idea (VIL), howev-
er, increased by 9.29 per-
cent to Rs. 10,620.6 crore 
from Rs. 9,717.3 crore in 
the December 2021 quar-
ter. “On a YoY basis, rev-
enue growth is strong at 
9.3 percent aided by im-
provement in subscriber 
mix, tariff intervention 
and 4G subscriber addi-
tions,” the company said 
in a statement. DoT Said 
to Have Directed TRAI to 
Introduce Strict Service 
Quality Norms The gov-
ernment during the quar-

ter converted Rs. 16,133 
crore interest related to 
deferment of spectrum 
auction instalments and 
AGR dues into equity, 
and now holds around 
33 percent stake in the 
company. “Separately, 
our board has approved 
issuance of Optionally 
Convertible Debentures 
amounting to Rs 16 bil-
lion to ATC India. With 
these positive develop-
ments, we continue to 
remain engaged with our 
lenders for further debt 
fund raising as well as 

with other parties for eq-
uity or equity linked fund 
raising, to make required 
investments for network 
expansion and 5G roll-
out,” VIL CEO Akshaya 
Moondra said. VIL’s av-
erage revenue per user, 
a key performance indi-
cator of telecom opera-
tors, improved by 17.4 
percent on a year-over-
year basis to Rs. 135 dur-
ing the December 2022 
quarter from Rs. 115 a 
year ago on account of 
tariff hikes and migra-
tion of subscribers to un-

limited tariff plans. Jio 
5G Is Now Available in 
Shimla, Three Other Cit-
ies in Himachal Pradesh 
The overall subscriber 
base of the company de-
clined to 22.86 crore dur-
ing the reported quarter 
from 23.44 crore in the 
September 2022 quarter. 
VIL said that its 4G sub-
scriber base continued to 
grow and with 10 lakh 4G 
customers added during 
the quarter, 4G subscrib-
er base of the company 
stood at 12.16 crore. “We 
continue to see high data 
usage per broadband cus-
tomer at about 15.1 GB 
per month with the total 
data traffic witnessing 
sequential growth of 0.8 
per cent.” the company 
said. 92 Percent Mobile 
Phone Users Get Unso-
licited Calls Daily Even 
on DND: Survey The 
company made capital 
expenditure of Rs. 750 

crore during the Decem-
ber 2022 quarter. VIL 
said that it has shut down 
around 2,800 3G sites 
during the quarter and 
added about 2,000 4G 
sites. “Our overall broad-
band site count stood at 
443,450 as of December 
31, 2022,” the company 
said. The total gross debt 
(excluding lease liabili-
ties and including inter-
est accrued but not due) 
as of December 31, 2022 
stood at Rs 2.22 lakh 
crore, comprising of de-
ferred spectrum payment 
obligations of Rs. 1.39 
lakh crore and adjusted 
gross revenue liability of 
Rs. 69,910 crore that are 
due to the government, 
the company said. The 
debt from banks and fi-
nancial institutions stood 
at Rs. 13,190 crore. The 
company also announced 
the appointment of its 
Executive.

Instagram is shutting down its live 
shopping experience in March

Meta has announced that 
it is shutting down the live 
shopping experience on In-
stagram. The company in 
a support page on it photo 
and video sharing platform 
said that live shopping on 
Instagram will go away on 
March 16, 2023. Also Read 
- Microsoft could soon 
bring ChatGPT backed 
Bing AI to Android and 
iOS devices “Beginning on 
March 16, 2023, you will 
no longer be able to tag 
products in live broadcasts 
on Instagram,” Instagram 
wrote in a support page add-
ing, “You will still be able 

to set up and run your shop 
on Instagram as we con-
tinue to invest in shopping 
experiences for people and 
businesses across feed, sto-
ries, Reels, ads and more.” 
Also Read - Motorola Edge 
40 Pro benchmark reveals 
Snapdragon 8 Gen 2 chipset 
Furthermore, the company 
said that other live broad-
casting features remain 
unaffected, ‘including the 
ability to schedule a live 
broadcast, to invite guests 
to join your live broadcast, 
and to hold a live Q&A.’ 
Also Read - Motorola Moto 
E13 entry-level phone to go 

on sale today: Check price, 
offers, and specs What is 
changing? This means that 
Meta come March 16, Ins-
tagram users will no longer 
be able to shop as a com-
pany or a business hosts a 
live broadcast on the plat-
form. But that doesn’t mean 
that users won’t be able to 
shop on Instagram. Instead, 
they will have to wait until 
the business shares links on 
its page to let users shop for 
the newly introduced items. 
Other shopping experiences 
including the ones that in-
volve businesses sharing 
shoppable links will remain 
the same. Why is this hap-
pening? Meta hasn’t de-
tailed the reason why it is 
shutting down this experi-
ence. In its support page, 
the company said that it is 
making this change in order 
to “focus on products and 
features that provide the 
most value to our users.” 
This indicates that the move 
could be a part of the com-
pany’s .cost-cutting mea-
sures wherein it is removing 
its resources from work-
ing on functionalities that 
haven’t taken off or are no 

Nokia X30 5G to Go on Sale in India From February 20: All Details
Nokia X30 5G is all set 
to go on sale in India 
starting February 20. The 
brand confirmed the ar-
rival of the new 5G smart-
phones in the country via 
Twitter on Tuesday. The 
Nokia X30 5G made its 
debut last year in Sep-
tember during the IFA 
2022 event in Berlin. It is 
powered by a Snapdrag-
on 695 5G SoC, coupled 
with up to 8GB of RAM. 
The Nokia X30 5G has a 
50-megapixel dual rear 
camera setup and packs 
a 4,200mAh battery with 
support for 33W fast 
charging. The Finnish 
smartphone brand, via a 
tweet, announced the ar-
rival of the Nokia X30 
5G in India. It will go on 
sale on February 20 in the 
country. It is confirmed 
to receive three years of 
Android and security up-
dates. However, the price 
details of the handset in 
the country are yet to be 
revealed. Nokia brand li-
censee HMD Global un-
veiled Nokia X30 5G in 
September last year at the 

IFA 2022 event. In Euro-
pean markets, the price 
of the smartphone starts 
at EUR 529 (roughly 
Rs. 42,000). It is offered 
in Cloudy Blue and Ice 
White colour options. It 
comes in 6GB RAM + 
128GB and 8GB RAM + 
256GB storage configu-
rations. Nokia C12 With 
Octa-Core Unisoc SoC 
Launched, Check Price 
Nokia X30 5G specifica-
tions Specifications of the 
Nokia X30 5G in India 
are expected to be similar 
to that of the European 
variant. The smartphone 
runs on Android 12 and 
features a 6.43-inch full-
HD+ (1,080x2,400 pix-
els) AMOLED display 
with 90Hz refresh rate 
and up to 700 nits of 
peak brightness. The dis-
play has Corning Gorilla 
Glass Victus protection 
as well. As mentioned, 
the Nokia 5G smartphone 
is powered by a Snap-
dragon 695 5G SoC, cou-
pled with 8GB of RAM. 
The Nokia X30 5G fea-
tures a dual rear cam-

era setup, comprising a 
50-megapixel PureView 
OIS primary sensor and a 
13-megapixel ultra-wide 
angle secondary sensor. 
The rear camera unit is 
also protected by Corn-
ing Gorilla Glass layer. 
For selfies and video 
chats, there is a 16-mega-
pixel front-facing shoot-

er. Connectivity options 
on the device include 5G, 
Wi-Fi 802.11 a/b/g/n/
ac/ax-ready, Bluetooth 
5.1, NFC, GPS/AGPS, 
GLONASS, Beidou, and 
a USB Type-C port. It 
also comes with an in-
display fingerprint sen-
sor. The Nokia X30 5G 
has IP67 water-resistant 

build as well. Nokia 
G22 Listing on Geek-
bench Reveals SoC De-
tails and Key Features 
Nokia has packed a 
4,200mAh battery on the 
Nokia X30 5G. It sup-
ports 33W fast charging. 
The handset measures 
158.9x73.9x7.99mm and 
weighs about 185 grams.
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Loan Against SBI FD: Check How to Avail Loan, 
Eligibility, Interest Rates

New Delhi: Fixed Depos-
its (FD) or Time Deposits 
(TD) not only give you 
an assured return but they 
can also be used when 
customers face liquidity 
crunch or other financial 
emergencies. Can I bor-
row against my fixed de-
posit? If you have an FD, 
you can borrow money 
from your FD investment 
without having to wait 
for your fixed deposit 
to mature. You can use 
your FD as collateral to 
secure the loan amount. 
This means, you can take 
a loan against your fixed 
deposit. Such loans, i.e, 
loan against FDs can be 
used as security instead 
of the CIBIL score be-
ing examined. Can I take 
loan against my SBI FD? 

SBI Customers holding 
TDR/STDR/e-TDR/e-
STDR with SBI in Sin-
gle name only (No Joint 

Account Holders) can 
avail the facility online. 
Joint Account Holders 
can avail this facility at 

the Branches. At Branch 
level the loan is also 
sanctioned against the se-
curity of RD/e-RD/NRE/

NRO/RFC and FCNR(B) 
Deposits. How much loan 
can I get from SBI on 
FD? At the SBI Branch 
level the customer can 
avail 90% of his/her un-
derlying security value as 
Demand Loan/ Overdraft 
facility. What is overdraft 
interest rate against FD in 
SBI? SBI customers have 
to pay 1 percent interest 
rate above the relative 
time deposit rate. What 
is the maximum Over-
draft Limit on SBI Fixed 
Deposits? The maximum 
Overdraft limit which can 
be availed online against 
your SBI Fixed Deposits 
is Rs 5 Crore. However, 
here is no specific loan 
limit for advances at the 
Branches.

Andhra Offers 48,352 Acres of Land 
Bank for Industrial Development

Bengaluru: Andhra Pradesh 
has showcased its rich natu-
ral resources, large invest-
ments in infrastructure, land 
bank, and intensive reforms 
in rules and regulations at 
the investors’ meeting held 
on Tuesday in Bengaluru. 
The event is one of many 
such meets being organised 
in the run-up to the Global 
Investors Summit on March 
3-4 in Visakhapatnam, a 
statement noted. Andhra 
Pradesh’s Investors Meet in 
Bengaluru, held ahead of its 
“Global Investors Summit 
2023,” offers 48,352 acres 
of land bank for indus-
trial development, as well 
as ready-built infrastruc-
ture to shorten the time re-
quired to set up new facili-
ties, according to a release. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
Gudivada Amarnath, Min-
ister for Industries, Infra-
structure, Investment and 

Commerce, IT, Handlooms 
and Textiles highlighted the 
export potential of Andhra 
Pradesh. The Minister said: 
“According to the LEADS 
Report 2022, the state’s ex-
ports increased by 15.31 per 
cent from the previous year 
in 2021-2022, classifying it 
as ‘Achievers’ in the coastal 
states. With the comple-
tion of new ports and also 
further development of in-
frastructure for last-mile 
connectivity, the state’s 
share in exports can reach 
up to 10 per cent of India’s 
total exports.” Address-
ing the investors, Buggana 
Rajendranath, Minister for 
Finance, Planning, Com-
mercial Taxes, Skill Devel-
opment, Training and Leg-
islative Affairs, assured the 
investors of the fast-paced 
implementation of projects 
in the state. “We strongly 
believe reducing the time 

to start a business will have 
a significant impact on the 
manufacturer’s profitability. 
The state is building numer-
ous plug-and-play facilities 
which will have ready-built 
factory sheds with quality 
power and water supply and 
help speed up the setting up 
of manufacturing units,” 
said the minister. Amarnath 
added that in the last three-
and-a-half years, the state 
has approved investments 
to the tune of Rs 1.9 lakh 
crore. “That would go on 
to create employment for 
around 90,000 people in the 
state in the future,” he said. 
Key functionaries from 
various departments, minis-
tries, and state government 
institutions had open inter-
action with the investing 
community in Bengaluru. 
Manufacturing, food pro-
cessing, ports, IT and Elec-
tronics,

TikTok Fires Remaining Workforce 
In India, Shuts Operations

New Delhi: Byte Dance-
owned TikTok fired as 
many as 40 employees 
last week, according to 
a report by Economic 
Times. The decision was 
communicated to the af-
fected employees during 
a call. “ TikTok India’s 
employees were told that 
February 28 would be 
their last day and were 
given feelers to look out 
for other opportunities 
for some time as it was 
conveyed that restarting 
India operations were not 
going happen because of 
the government’s stance 
on Chinese apps,” the 
report quoted a company 
source as saying. Follow-
ing TikTok’s exit from 
the Indian market after 
the country banned the 
platform along with 300 
other Chinese apps citing 
national security threats, 
most employees had been 
working for the Dubai 

and Brazil markets. The 
decision has its way com-
ing for a long time now. 
The report quoted anoth-
er source who informed 
that the employees were 
asked to look for new 
jobs as TikTok could 
completely shut down its 
operation in India. While 
the employees were told 
that they would be given 
six to seven months’ sev-
erance pay, most affected 
by the decision are likely 
to get 90 days’ compen-
sation in advance. Tik-
Tok had more than 200 
million users in India. 
US Teacher Duct-Tapes 
Girl’s Exposed Legs In 
Ripped Jeans US Teacher 
Duct-Tapes Girl’s Ex-
posed Legs In Ripped 
Jeans Proposal To Ban 
TikTok In The US 
‘’Should Be Looked At’’, 
Says Senator Proposal To 
Ban TikTok In The US 
‘’Should Be Looked At’’, 

Says Senator Is 13 Too 
Young to Have a TikTok 
or Instagram Account? Is 
13 Too Young to Have a 
TikTok or Instagram Ac-
count? The recent devel-
opment comes after the 
transfer of senior execu-
tive Sameer Singh as the 
company’s head of glob-
al business solutions in 
North America. Sameer 
Singh was previously 
leading the business so-
lutions in Southeast Asia 
after he was roped in by 
the platform in 2019. The 
future looks uncertain for 
TikTok in several inter-
national markets amidst 
the growing call for a 
ban on the app in North-
ern America and various 
other business segments. 
The US House Foreign 
Affairs Committee plans 
to hold a vote on a bill 
aimed at blocking the use 
of China’s popular social 
media app TikTok.

Here’s What Union Minister Said On 
Sharing Mobile Number With Retailers 
New Delhi: Union Min-
ister of State for Elec-
tronics and Informa-
tion Technology Rajeev 
Chandrasekhar has 
advised against shar-
ing the personal mobile 
number with retailers 
unless there is a justifi-
able reason for them to 
ask for it. The minister’s 
advice came in response 
to a public health activist 
named Dinesh S Thakur 
who, in a tweet, shared 
how he was asked for 
his mobile number when 
buying a chewing gum at 
the Delhi Airport. Reply-
ing to Mr Thakur’s tweet, 
Union Minister of State 
Rajeev Chandrasekhar 
wrote, “Do not give your 
mobile number if there is 
no justifiable reason for 
a retailer to have it. The 
misuse of Digital per-
sonal data of Indians will 
stop after DPDP bill is 
enacted”. Do not give ur 
mobile number if there is 
no justifiable reason for 
a retailer to have it. The 
misuse of Digital per-
sonal data of Indians will 
stop after #DPDP bill 
is enacted. https://t.co/
SX0X98DiYT — Rajeev 
Chandrasekhar ???????? 
(@Rajeev_GoI) Febru-
ary 11, 2023 The tweet 
shared by Mr Thakur 
read, “Interesting expe-
rience at Delhi Airport 
today. Wanted to buy 

a pack of gum at one 
of the bookstores and I 
was asked for my phone 
number. When I asked 
why they need my phone 
number for buying a pack 
of gum, I was told it was 
for ‘security purposes’”. 
Interesting experience 
at @DelhiAirport today. 
Wanted to buy a pack of 
gum at one of the book-
stores and I was asked for 
my phone number. When 
I asked why they need 
my phone number for 
buying a pack of gum, I 
was told it was for “secu-
rity purposes”.???? Upon 

inquiring what kind 1/n 
— Dinesh S. Thakur 
(@d_s_thakur) Febru-
ary 11, 2023 Mr Thakur 
added that when he en-
quired about what kind 
of security was needed to 
buy a pack of gum, he got 
“empty stares all around”. 
Minister On Shashi Tha-
roor’s Pervez Musharraf 
Remark: “Best Describes 
Congress” Minister On 
Shashi Tharoor’s Pervez 
Musharraf Remark: “Best 
Describes Congress” Big 
Tech Treating Employees 
Shabbily Not Agreeable: 
Junior IT Minister Big 

Tech Treating Employees 
Shabbily Not Agreeable: 
Junior IT Minister Quan-
tum Computing Will Be 
At The Core Of India’s 
Tech growth: IT Minis-
ter Quantum Computing 
Will Be At The Core Of 
India’s Tech growth: IT 
Minister “The manager 
was summoned. Upon 
asking how he thought 
I made it through two 
screenings and if I was a 
security risk, all I got was 
a lot of mumbles. I left 
without purchasing the 
pack of gum,” he said. 
2/2 of security is needed 

for buying a pack of gum, 
I got empty stares all 
around. The manager was 
summoned. Upon asking 
how he thought I made 
it through two screen-
ings if I was a security 
risk, all I got was a lot of 
mumbles. I left without 
purchasing the pack of 
gum — Dinesh S. Thakur 
(@d_s_thakur) Febru-
ary 11, 2023 Dinesh S 
Thakur further stated that 
he was amazed to see so 
many passengers “obedi-
ently disclosing this in-
formation even without 
batting an eyelid”. “What 
am I missing here? How 
can we be so ignorant 
and apathetic?” he asked. 
3/n What amazed me was 
there were so many fel-
low travelers who obe-
diently disclosing this 
information even without 
batting an eyelid. What 
am I missing here ? How 
can we be so ignorant and 
apathetic ? — Dinesh S. 
Thakur (@d_s_thakur) 
February 11, 2023 Post 
a comment According 
to the DPDP Bill, 2022 
heavy penalties up to ₹ 
500 crore can be imposed 
for personal data breach. 
It states that data proces-
sors and data fiduciaries 
will be penalised if they 
fail to take reasonable 
security safeguards to 
protect data and prevent 
personal data breach.

Wholesale Inflation Eases To 2-Year Low Of 4.73% In January Gold Declines Rs 55; Silver Tumbles Rs 455
New Delhi: Gold price 
declined by Rs 55 to Rs 
56,865 per 10 gram in 
the national capital on 
Tuesday, according to 
HDFC Securities. The 
precious metal had ended 
at Rs 56,920 per 10 gram 
in the previous trade. 
Silver also tumbled Rs 
455 to Rs 66,545 per 
kilogram. (Also Read: 
“I’m Officially Leav-
ing Twitter Now”: Users 
When Elon Musk Posted 
Sexist Image on Twit-
ter) “Spot gold price in 
the Delhi markets trad-
ed at Rs 56,865 per 10 
gram, down Rs 55 per 
10 gram,” said Saumil 
Gandhi, Senior Analyst 
- Commodities at HDFC 
Securities. In the over-
seas market, gold was 
trading higher at USD 
1,863 per ounce while 
silver was lower at USD 
21.95 per ounce. Comex 

gold prices moved up 
in Asian trading hours 
on Tuesday but traded 
within range before US 

CPI data which will be 
released later in the day, 
Gandhi said.

New Delhi: The wholesale 
price-based inflation de-
clined to 2-year low of 4.73 
per cent in January on eas-
ing prices of manufactured 
items, fuel and power, even 
though food articles turned 
expensive. This is the eight 
straight month of decline in 
the rate of wholesale price-
index (WPI) based infla-
tion. It was 4.95 per cent in 
December 2022 and 13.68 
per cent in January last 
year. “Decline in the rate of 
inflation in January, 2023 
is primarily contributed by 
mineral oils, chemicals & 
chemical products, textiles, 
crude petroleum & natural 
gas, textiles, and food prod-
ucts,” the Commerce and 
Industry Ministry said on 
Tuesday. The decline in the 
rate of price rise was mainly 
due to a favourable base ef-
fect, economists said, add-
ing that going forward, 
softening commodity prices 
would help ease WPI infla-
tion further. Although infla-

tion in manufactured items 
softened, in the case of food 
articles it rose to 2.38 per 
cent in January, from (-) 
1.25 per cent in December, 
2022. Inflation in pulses was 
2.41 per cent, while in veg-
etables it was (-) 26.48 per 
cent. Inflation in oil seeds 
was (-) 4.22 per cent in Jan-
uary, 2023. Fuel and power 
basket inflation eased to 
15.15 per cent, from 18.09 
per cent in December 2022. 
In manufactured products it 
was 2.99 per cent, against 
3.37 per cent in Decem-
ber, 2022. Deloitte India, 
Economist, Rumki Majum-
dar said high base effect 
and falling global prices 
are aiding in reduced man-
ufacturing prices. Sensex 
Gains 600 Points To Scale 
61,000 Mark, Nifty Just Be-
low 18,000 Sensex Gains 
600 Points To Scale 61,000 
Mark, Nifty Just Below 
18,000 Sensex Gains 222 
Points In Morning Trade, 
Nifty Rises Sensex Gains 

222 Points In Morning 
Trade, Nifty Rises Retail 
Inflation Rises To 6.52% In 
January After Falling For 
2 Months Retail Inflation 
Rises To 6.52% In January 
After Falling For 2 Months 
“We expect the cost of pro-
duction to remain steady in 
the near future. Rising food 
prices are keeping the in-
flation index higher, which 
is of concern. Higher food 
prices also contributed to 
a higher CPI,” Majumdar 
said. Bank of Baroda Chief 
Economist Madan Sab-
navis said WPI inflation 

may be expected to trend 
further downwards in the 
next two months and could 
end at closer to 4 per cent 
by March. India Ratings & 
Research Chief Economist 
Sunil Kumar Sinha said it 
expects the wholesale in-
flation to cool off further 
to 3.7 per cent in February 
2023 due to the high base 
effect (February 2022: 13.4 
per cent) and softening of 
global commodity prices. 
The deceleration in Janu-
ary WPI comes in contrast 
to the retail inflation data 
released on Monday which 

showed consumer price 
index (CPI) or retail infla-
tion rose to 6.52 per cent in 
January, from 5.72 per cent 
in December, 2022. In its 
monetary policy review last 
week, the RBI hiked policy 
rates by 25 basis points to 
6.50 per cent saying .
core inflation still remains 
sticky. Consumer price 
index-based inflation had 
moved below the upper 
tolerance level of 6 per 
cent during November-
December 2022, driven by 
a strong decline in prices 
of vegetables. Assuming 
an average crude oil price 
(Indian basket) of USD 95 
per barrel, RBI bettered 
inflation projection for cur-
rent fiscal to 6.5 per cent in 
2022-23, from 6.8 per cent 
predicted earlier. In the 
January-March quarter, the 
RBI expects retail inflation 
to average at 5.7 per cent. 
Barclays, MD & Head of 
EM Asia (ex-China) Rahul 
Bajoria said risks.
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Virat Kohli tried to defame Sourav 
Ganguly in the media but it backfired

Chetan Sharma Sting 
Operation: The Virat 
Kohli vs BCCI spat was 
much talked about in late 
2021. Ahead of the 2021 
T20 World Cup, Kohli 
announced that he will 
resign as the T20I cap-
tain post the showpiece 
event in the UAE. After 
the T20 WC, India was 
set to tour South Africa -- 
for three Tests and ODIs 
each -- when the Chetan 
Sharma-led BCCI selec-
tion committee sacked 
Kohli as the ODI captain. 
This led to a huge debate, 
with many feeling Kohli 
was not treated properly. 

While Kohli presented 
his side of the story, that 
he was not informed well 
in advance about his 
sacking and was still ea-
ger to lead in the longer 
formats, his press confer-
ence with the reporters 
wasn’t well received by 
the then Sourav Gangu-
ly-led BCCI. Ganguly, 
the then BCCI chief, had 
revealed that he had in-
sisted Kohli reconsider 
his decision of quitting 
as T20I captain; some-
thing which was denied 
by Kohli. Thus, this led 
to Kohli vs Ganguly spat. 
‘It became player against 

BCCI’ In an exclusive 
sting operation carried 
out by Zee Media, BCCI 
chief selector Chetan 
Sharma has now opened 
up extensively on this 
and made a big claim. 
The BCCI chief selector 
made it clear that Gan-
guly had asked Kohli to 
not quit as T20I captain 
in a video conference but 
the latter probably didn’t 
listen or know about it. 
The former Indian crick-
eter added that ‘Kohli 
tried to defame Ganguly 
in the media’ during his 
press conference (by de-
liberately speaking about 

the change in captaincy) 
ahead of the SA tour as 
he felt it was the former 
Indian skipper behind his 
ODI captaincy sacking. 
Also Read: IND vs AUS: 
R Ashwin names India’s 
star batters who are ‘not 
celebrated enough’ Fur-
ther, Chetan revealed 
that it was only a ‘natu-
ral transition’ and even 
he spoke to Kohli that 
the selectors wanted only 
one captain in white-ball 
formats. However, he 
feels the Indian star batter 
didn’t take the change in 
the right way. In addition, 
he opined that the press 
conference changed the 
equation between Kohli 
and Ganguly. The former 
player made it clear that 
the former BCCI chief 
wasn’t inclined towards 
Rohit Sharma as such but 
wasn’t simply in favour 
of Kohli. Not only this, 
but Chetan also dropped 
bombshells regarding 
India’s fitness test in the 

Natasa Stankovic, Hardik Pandya share FIRST 
pics from dreamy white wedding in Udaipur

On Tuesday, Indian 
cricketer Hardik Pandya 
and Bollywood actress 
Nataša Stanković took 
wedding vows, once 
again, in a Christian cer-
emony in Udaipur. The 
couple first tied the knot 
in a private wedding 
ceremony in May 2020. 
And, they welcomed 
their baby boy Agastya 
in July of the same year. 
Marking Valentine’s Day 
in the most special way, 
Pandya and Stanković 
celebrated three years of 
marital bliss with friends 
and family. The actress 
shared photos of her 
white wedding on her 
Instagram handle for her 
3.6 million followers. In 
the caption, Nataša wrote, 
“We celebrated Valen-
tine’s Day on this island 
of love by renewing the 
vows we took three years 
ago. We are truly blessed 
to have our family and 
friends with us to cel-
ebrate our love.” Check 
out the post below. View 

this post on Instagram A 
post shared by Hardik 
Himanshu Pandya (@
hardikpandya93) In the 
comment section, ac-
tress Neha Dhupia wrote, 
“Congratulations to all 
three of you and the en-
tire family (heart emojis) 
our hearts are full.” KL 
Rahul, Daboo Ratnani 

and her fans also congrat-
ulated the couple. While 
Nataša walked down the 
aisle in a beautiful white 
designer dress which fea-
tured lace details and a 
long train, Hardik wore 
a sharp black suit with a 
white shirt, bow tie, and 
tinted eyeglasses. The 
actress accessorised her 

gown with a pearl neck-
lace and tied her hair in 
a bun. And, the brides-
maids were seen don-
ning peach-champagne 
gowns. Also read: David 
Guetta says the future 
of music is in Artificial 
Intelligence after us-
ing deepfake Eminem 
vocals Days before the 
white wedding, a source 
told HT, “They got mar-
ried in a court back then. 
Everything was rushed 
when it happened. The 
idea of them having a 
lavish wedding has been 
on their mind ever since. 
They all are very excited 
about it.” The wedding 
celebrations will report-
edly go on till February 
16. On the professional 
front, she was last seen in 
the Eros Now web series 
Flesh. In 2014, she par-
ticipated in the voyeuris-
tic reality TV show Bigg 
Boss 8. She also showed 
her dancing prowess in 
the dancing reality TV 
show Nach Baliye 9.

T20 Women World Cup LIVE: Where to watch 
PAK-W vs IRE-W match; 3 apps to watch free

PAK-W vs. IRE-W 
T20 Cricket World Cup 
LIVE: The ICC T20 
Women’s Cricket World 
Cup 2023 started on 12 
February in South Afri-
ca. The 7th match of the 
tournament will be held 
between Pakistan and 
Ireland on 15 February 
in Cape Town. The 8th 
edition of the Women’s 
World Cup was officially 
started on 10 February, 
where all participating 
teams played warm-up 
matches with each other. 
A total of 23 matches will 
be played in the tourna-
ment across venues in 
South Africa and the fi-
nal match will be played 
on 26 February. In the 
first match of Pakistan 
against India, they last by 
7 wickets even when Bis-
mah Maroof scored 68 
runs and Ayesha Naseem 
scored 43 runs. On the 
other hand, Ireland also 
lost in their last match 
against England by 4 
wickets. Both teams will 
now desperately look for 
a win and will play at the 
best of their forms. Here 
are all the live-streaming 
details of the upcoming 

match between Pakistan 
and Ireland: ICC Wom-
en’s T20 World Cup: 
Group details Group 1: 
Australia, Bangladesh, 
New Zealand, South Af-
rica, Sri Lanka Group 
2: England, India, Ire-
land, Pakistan, West 
Indies ICC Women’s 
T20 World Cup LIVE: 
The venues Three ven-
ues across South Africa 
will be used for the T20 
World Cup. The event 
kicks off on February 10 
at Newlands, Cape Town, 
which will also host the 
semi-finals and the final. 
Boland Park in Paarl, 
and St George’s Park in 
Gqeberha, are the other 
venues for the event. ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
LIVE: PAK-W vs IRE-W 

squads Pakistan: Bismah 
Maroof (c), Aiman An-
war, Aliya Riaz, Ayesha 
Naseem, Sadaf Shamas, 
Fatima Sana, Javeria 
Wadood, Muneeba Ali, 
Nashra Sundhu, Nida 
Dar, Omaima Sohail, 
Sadia Iqbal, Sidra Amin, 
Sidra Nawaz, Tuba 
Hassan. Ireland: Laura 
Delany (c), Georgina 
Dempsey, Amy Hunter, 
Shauna Kavanagh, Ar-
lene Kelly, Gaby Lewis, 
Louise Little, Sophie 
MacMahon, Jane Magu-
ire, Cara Murray, Leah 
Paul, Orla Prendergast, 
Eimear Richardson.
Rebecca Stokell, Mary 
Waldron. What time will 
the Pakistan Women vs 
Ireland Women’s (PAK-
W vs IRE-W) match 

Champions League 2023: Kylian Mbappe Can’t 
Save Lionel Messi’s PSG as They Slump to 1-0 Loss 
Not even Kylian Mbappé’s 
substitute appearance could 
end Paris Saint-Germain’s 
slump, as it lost 1-0 at home 
to Bayern Munich on Tues-
day (February 14) in the 
first leg of their round-of-16 
Champions League clash. A 
third straight loss made it 
five defeats in 11 games this 
year for PSG coach Chris-
tophe Galtier’s team. Bay-
ern winger Kingsley Coman 
volleyed home inside the 
penalty area from Alphonso 
Davies’ left-wing cross in 
the 53rd minute. The Paris-
raised Coman, who PSG 
sold to Juventus when he 
was 18, held his hands up to 
show he wasn’t celebrating 
scoring against his former 
club — again. “It’s the city 
where I was born and raised 
so it was difficult to cel-
ebrate here,” Coman said. 
“Given our performance 
we could have done more, 
but at the end it was a bit 
difficult so we’re satisfied 
with the win.” When Bay-
ern won the last of its six 
Champions League titles 
in 2020, it beat PSG 1-0 
with Coman heading home 
the winner. The World Cup 
superstar Mbappé made an 

unexpectedly quick recov-
ery from injury and had two 
would-be goals disallowed 
for offside after coming on 
in the second half. “It was 
difficult, unpredictable. I 
wasn’t supposed to play but 
I wanted to play and help 
my mates. We did every-
thing, we worked night and 
day to get me some game 
time,” Mbappé said. “I 
wanted to (start the game). 
But sometimes you have to 
be satisfied with what you 
can do, and that’s all I could 
do.” The return leg is on 
March 8. PSG was elimi-
nated by Real Madrid in the 
last 16 last season and may 
need Mbappé at this best 
to avoid another early exit. 
“When we have our players 
ready and we can play our 

attacking game, they (Bay-
ern) are not comfortable,” 
Mbappé said. “We have 
to retain how we finished 
the game. We saw that we 
can cause them problems.” 
Mbappé showed no ill ef-
fects of the thigh tear he 
sustained two weeks ago. 
He had a shot saved by 
Yann Sommer in the 73rd 
after racing through down 
the left. Sommer saved 
Neymar’s follow-up and 
the ball fell to Mbappé near 
the line, but he was well off-
side. Mbappé peeled away 
in delight after volleying 
Nuno Mendes’ cross from 
close range with 10 min-
utes left, but it was chalked 
off following a quick video 
review. “That’s the new 
soccer, there’s VAR. If it’s 

offside, it’s offside, you just 
have to switch quickly,” 
Mbappé said. “The im-
portant thing is to go over 
there and qualify, and from 
what I saw that’s possible.” 
Bayern’s defense held firm 
under some late pressure, 
although defender Benja-
min Pavard received a sec-
ond yellow card was sent 
off for a late tackle on Lio-
nel Messi in stoppage time. 
Bayern immediately gener-
ated pressure from the start 
against a nervous-looking 
PSG by closing down high 
up the field. PSG hadn’t 
lost three straight games 
since late 2011, which was 
only months into the new 
reign of Qatari owners QSI. 
“Bayern really got on top 
of us and we struggled to 
hold the ball high up the 
pitch. The first half was 
very difficult for us,” Gal-
tier said. “I knew we could 
use Kylian in the second 
half, but unfortunately we 
conceded this goal just be-
fore I was going to bring 
him on.” by TaboolaSpon-
sored LinksYou May Like 
Every Indian Should Get 
This Incredible Rs.1999 
Smartwatch BlazeFit Born 

Between 1970-1995? Get 
`2Cr Term Insurance from 
Max Life Term Plan Insur-
ance The dominance of Ju-
lian Nagelsmann’s team in 
midfield was so complete 
that it forced Messi to drop 
deep to get the ball, and 
Neymar was anonymous 
for most of the match. “We 
were a bit surprised by how 
much of the ball we had. 
We didn’t expect Paris to 
be so passive; it was a good 
first half,” Nagelsmann 
said. “The two times they 
really threatened it was 
offside.” Midway through 
the first half, Neymar lay 
face-first on the field after 
a shoulder barge from a de-
fender. English referee Mi-
chael Oliver waved play on 
and Sommer — although 
nearby — didn’t check on 
Neymar, who at the 2018 
World Cup in Russia earned 
an unwelcome reputation 
for diving and play-acting. 
Bayern’s possession didn’t 
lead to clear chances, how-
ever, and midfielder Joshua 
Kimmich’s 20-meter drive 
was easily captured by 
goalkeeper Gianluigi Don-
narumma in the 43rd. Na-
gelsmann showed shrewd 

WPL 2023 Auction: Ellyse Perry Sold to RCB for INR 1.7 
crore! Check her net-worth, salary 

WPL 2023 Auction: On 
Monday (February 13), 
it was a historic day for 
women’s cricket. The 
inaugural Women’s Pre-
mier League (WPL)’s 
auction took place in 
Mumbai and saw many 
big players going under 
the hammer. The likes 

of Smriti Mandhana, 
Ellyse Perry, Harman-
preet Kaur, Nat Sciver, 
etc. made heads turn 
and were bought for big 
amounts by the newly-
formed five franchises. 
Talking about the Aus-
tralian all-rounder Perry 
-- arguably the greatest-

ever women’s cricketer 
-- had a base price of INR 
50 lakhs and got a whop-
ping deal in return. Per-
ry, with 752, 3,386, and 
1,515 runs and 37, 161 
and120 scalps in Tests, 
ODIs, and T20Is, respec-
tively, is won as many 
as four T20 World Cups 

and two ODI World Cups 
for the Women in Yellow. 
Her addition to the star-
studded Smriti-starrer 
RCB squad will surely 
help Bengaluru start as 
one of the favourites 
for the inaugural WPL. 
Before she mesmerises 
fans with her all-round 
skills in WPL, here’s 
a look at her net worth 
and salary: Ellyse Perry 
NET WORTH AND 
SALARY Reportedly, 
Perry’s net worth is be-
lieved to be around $10 
million (INR 80 crores) 
as of 2023. Her over-
all annual income in the 
ongoing calendar year is 
learned to be $1 million 
(INR 7 crores+). Her an-
nual salary from Cricket 
Australia is a staggering 
$200,000 and $100,000 
from her Sydney Sixers 
WBBL contract. In addi-
tion, her salary from The 
Hundred in 2022 stood 
at a whopping £31,000. 
Perry also charges.

WWE: Cody Rhodes teases a new 
match at WrestleMania 39

The American Night-
mare Cody Rhodes won 
the 2023 Royal Rumble 
and challenged the Trib-
al Chief Roman Reigns 
for a WWE Undisputed 
Championship match in 
the main event of Wres-
tleMania 39. However, 
the road to ‘The Show of 
Shows’ isn’t as plain and 
straight as most of the 
WWE fans thought it to 
be. In the latest develop-
ments, Cody has teased a 
new match at the Mania 
instead of one-on-one 
between him and Roman 
Reigns. Given how the 
crowd is reacting to Sami 
Zayn and Roman Reigns 
storyline on the other 
hand, don’t be surprised 
if the creative comes up 
with a dream match be-
tween all three for a title 
or separate titles at Wres-
tleMania 39. Sami Zayn 

broke Roman Reigns’ 
trust and left the Blood-
line after he hit him with 
a chair from behind dur-
ing the final segment of 
the Royal Rumble. That 
moment the WWE Uni-
verse realised they were 
up for something exciting 
in days to come. In the 
following two Smack-
Down episodes, Sami 
had cut promos with both 
Roman and his wise-man 
Paul Heyman, getting the 
crowd involved in the 
storyline. ALSO READ: 
UEFA blamed for chaos 
ahead of 2022 UCL final 
following independent 
review, issues apology 
Meanwhile, in all of this 
Sami had challenged Ro-
man for a championship 
match at the upcoming 
Elimination Chamber 
in Montreal – Sami’s 
hometown. While the 

WWE might not want 
the titles to get separated 
before WrestleMania, 
it is believed that there 
is a section of people in 
the creatives who are 
contemplating about 
Sami beating Roman in 
a shocking result, even-
tually leading us to the 
triple threat match at the 
Mania between Cody 

Rhodes, Roman Reigns 
and Sami Zayn.
. Speaking on this pros-
pect on The MMA Hour 
with Ariel Helwani, 
Cody said he’s ready 
for any challenge com-
ing way as he chases his 
childhood dream of win-
ning the WWE title at 
WrestleMania.
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Valentine’s Day 2023 Special: Top 5 
Highest-Grossing Romantic Films to Watch

There have been many 
successful romantic 
movies over the years, 
both in terms of critical 
acclaim and box office 
success. These movies, 
and many others in the 
romantic genre, have 
captured the hearts of au-
diences worldwide with 
their compelling stories, 
memorable characters, 
and powerful themes of 
love, loss, and redemp-
tion. Their success is a 
testament to the endur-
ing appeal of romance 
in popular culture, and 
the ability of great sto-
rytelling to capture the 
hearts and minds of au-
diences of all ages and 
backgrounds. Here is a 
list of the top 5 highest-
grossing romantic Holly-
wood movies. Titanic Ti-
tanic (1997) is one of the 
highest-grossing movies 
of all time. Directed by 
James Cameron, the film 
tells the fictional story 

of a romance between 
two passengers on the 
ill-fated maiden voy-
age of the RMS Titanic 
in 1912. Starring Leon-
ardo DiCaprio and Kate 
Winslet in the lead roles, 
the movie was a criti-
cal and commercial suc-
cess, earning 11 Acad-
emy Awards and over 
$2.2 billion worldwide, 
making it the highest-
grossing film of all time 
until Cameron’s own 
Avatar (2009) surpassed 
it. Titanic’s success is at-
tributed to its compelling 

story, exceptional perfor-
mances, stunning visual 
effects, and memorable 
soundtrack. Even after 
more than two decades, 
the film continues to be 
widely acclaimed and 
beloved by audiences 
around the world. Beauty 
and the Beast Beauty and 
the Beast was one of the 
highest-grossing roman-
tic movies. The film is 
a live-action adaptation 
of the 1991 Disney ani-
mated film of the same 
name and tells the story 
of Belle, a young woman 

who falls in love with a 
cursed prince who has 
been transformed into 
a beast. The film was 
praised for its romantic 
themes, exceptional per-
formances, and memora-
ble songs. Beauty and the 
Beast grossed over $1.2 
billion worldwide, mak-
ing it one of the highest-
grossing films of 2017 
and one of the highest-
grossing romantic films 
of all time. While the 
film’s success is not on 
the same scale as some 
of the highest-grossing 
movies of all time, its 
popularity among audi-
ences worldwide is a tes-
tament to the enduring 
appeal of classic romance 
and the power of Dis-
ney’s brand. Fifty Shades 
of Grey Fifty Shades of 
Grey (2015) was a com-
mercial success and one 
of the highest-grossing 
romantic movies. The 
film, based on the novel 

of the same name by E.L. 
James, tells the story of 
the romantic and sexual 
relationship between a 
college graduate, Anas-
tasia Steele, and a young 
business magnate, Chris-
tian Grey. Despite receiv-
ing mixed reviews from 
critics, the film was a box 
office success, grossing 
over $570 million world-
wide. Its success can be 
attributed to the populari-
ty of the novel, the chem-
istry between the lead 
actors, and the steamy ro-
mance that captivated au-
diences. While the film’s 
success is not on the 
same scale as some of the 
highest-grossing movies 
of all time, its popularity 
among audiences world-
wide is a testament to the 
enduring appeal of ro-
mance and the power of 
a captivating story. La La 
Land La La Land (2016), 
directed by Damien Cha-
zelle, is a romantic.

Rana Daggubati Unveils First 
Glimpse of ‘Agninakshatram

New Delhi: Actress Lak-
shmi Manchu is set to 
essay the role of a cop 
in the upcoming film 
‘Agninakshatram’, the 
first glimpse of which 
was unveiled by ‘Baa-
hubali’ star Rana Dag-
gubati recently. The film 
also stars Lakshmi’s fa-
ther Mohan Babu Garu, 
Samuthrakani, Viswant 
Chitra, Siddique and few 
others. The film is touted 
as a high-octane crime 
thriller which will put the 
audiences on the edge of 
their seats. Talking about 

Lakshmi’s look and char-
acter in the film, Rana 
said: “Lakshmi is go-
ing to surprise everyone 
with this film. She plays 
a cop and a badass one! 
I have seen some rushes 
and it really looks fabu-
lous. Lakshmi is a dear 
friend and I’m more than 
happy to reveal a glimpse 
of the movie.” Lakshmi 
shared her excitement as 
she said: “Rana is a close 
friend, a confidante and 
he supports me in every-
thing I do. I am happy to 
see him wish the team 

well, he has been excited 
for this project of mine 
right from the begin-
ning. It is an extremely 
special one.” She further 
added, “Sharing screen 
space with dad is beyond 
a dream come true and to 
top it off, to produce this 
gives me that much more 
extra joy. I just can’t 
wait for this to hit the 
screens.” Produced by 
the father-daughter duo 
under their home banner, 
Sree Lakshmi Prasanna 
Pictures and Manchu En-
tertainment.

Valentine’s Day special: 5 love stories to 
binge-watch with your loved one today

Romance, a cosy ambi-
ence, alongside some 
lighthearted romance 
drama, and stories that 
touch your heart- if you 
prefer this kind of Val-
entine’s celebration, then 
we have you covered. 
Here are a few must-
watch shows, featuring 
some of the most talented 
writers, directors, and ac-
tors that you can watch 
to celebrate the emo-
tion of called ‘love’ this 
Valentine’s Day. Jab We 
Matched The 4 episodic 
series features 4 different 
narratives that revolve 
around modern-day dat-
ing. Each story brings a 
unique angle and twists 
to the narrative, making 
the series engaging and 
leaving the viewers curi-
ous till the very end. The 
series features a stellar 
cast, from popular Tele-
vision personalities like 
Jasmin Bhasin, Priyank 
Sharma, Shivangi Joshi, 
Prit Kamani, Abhishek 
Nigam, to internet sen-
sations Mayur More and 

Revathi Pillai. This never 
seen before cast, present-
ing unique stories brings 
freshness on screen and 
promises an entertain-
ing watch. Rafta Rafta A 
fairytale love story meets 
modern day reality, this 
is the story of Karan and 
Nithya. These two love 
birds are complete op-
posites, and yet they fall 
for each other and decide 
to get married. This is 
when the actual journey 
begins! Exploring how 
difficult life can be after 
marriage where partners 
get to know each other 
better, try to work things 
out but when things take 
different directions, one 
has to take a step back 
and realize what the oth-
er person would be going 
through. RaftaRafta pres-
ents a similar story about 
a modern-day marriage 
with some quirky, funny, 
relatable moments, ac-
companied by a beautiful 
blissful title track ‘Raf-
taRafta’ by Raghav Me-
attle. The show features 

multi-talented, YouTube 
sensation Bhuvan Bam 
and the ever-gorgeous 
Srishti Ganguli. Couple 
Goals Season 4 The 
series is very popular 
among the young audi-
ence as it presents a re-
latable college romance. 
The previous three sea-
sons garnered immense 
traction and love. The 
fourth installment re-
volves around Ayush and 
Jenny who are madly in 
love and feel no situation 
will ever separate them. 
But things don’t go as 
planned, Ayush gets into 
a big fight with a college 
student, and the council 
disqualifies the entire 
college from a competi-
tion, shattering dreams of 

many students, including 
Jenny. Soon after, Jenny 
decides to leave Ay-
ush. The series features 
Aakash Gupta and Mug-
dha Agarwal in the leads. 
The hilarious narrative 
with rib-tickling dia-
logues and great actors, 
make this a fun watch 
with your friends or part-
ner. Tuition Ke Baad 
During our school days, 
friends are one of the 
most crucial and impor-
tant pillars, and this story 
encapsulates the friend-
ship and young love as-
pects beautifully. A teen 
love story, featuring four 
friends Aashiq, Tantrik, 
Sholey, and Jhatarburg-
who studyin the same 
class.  Aashiq has a big 

crush on Sneha and his 
friends decide to help 
him convey his feelings. 
But, like most roman-
tic stories, the girl likes 
Aashiq’s best friend. The 
narrative smoothly drives 
through young love, 
emotions, friendship, 
difficulties, strong bond, 
etc. The show features 
Abhishek Kapoor, San-
yam Sharma, Mugdha 
Agarwal, Ritik Ghan-
shani, Suraj Bhan, and 
Kanika Allagh. Dhruv 
Tara It is a love story 
about a young couple, 
Dhruv and Tara who are 
in a live-in relationship. 
While Tara has wedding 
on her mind, for Dhruv, 
marriage is not on his list 
yet. Until, one day Dhruv 
gets drunk and propos-
esTara, and forgets about 
it the very next day after 
coming to a sober state.  
The series feature San-
yogita Yadav, Sharmila 
Dey, Oshi Sahu, Sukesh 
Mishra, Neeraj Shah, Ra-
jat Sukhija, and Ahmad 
Raza Khan.

Ayushmann Khurrana Flirts with Shah 
Rukh Khan aka ‘Pathaan’ in lehenga

Mumbai: ‘Dream Girl 
2’ will now release on 
July 7 and to make the 
announcement, actor 
Ayushamnn Khurrana 
dropped a new fun video, 
where his character Pooja 
is seen flirting with super-
star Shah Rukh Khan’s 
‘Pathaan’ on the phone. 
Ayushmann took to Insta-
gram, where he shared a 
clip announcing the new 
release date. It was un-
veiled on the occasion of 
Valentine’s day. It shows 
Ayushmann, who is 

wearing a lehenga, as his 
character Pooja without 
revealing the face talking 
on phone with ‘Pathaan’. 
One can hear Shah Rukh 
Khan’s voice form the 
other side. by Taboola-
Sponsored LinksYou 
May Like Add a ‘Dr.’ to 
your name Golden Gate 
University Every Indian 
Should Get This Incred-
ible Rs.1999 Smartwatch 
BlazeFit Taking to his 
Instagram handle, Ay-
ushmann captioned it: 
“BREAKING NEWS: 

@pooja_dreamgirl is 
back! #7KoSaathMein 
dekhenge! #DreamGirl2 
releasing in cinemas on 
7th July, 2023.” ‘Dream 
Girl 2’ stars Ananya Pan-
day opposite Ayushmann 
while the first part had 
Nushrratt Bharuccha. 
‘Dream Girl 2’ also stars 
Asrani, Paresh Rawal, 
Vijay Raaz, Rajpal Ya-
dav, Seema Pahwa, Gov-
ardhan Asrani, Abhishek 
Banerjee, Manjot Singh, 
Manoj Joshi among oth-
ers. ‘Dream Girl 2’ .

Manisha Koirala gets candid on working 
with Kartik Aaryan in ‘Shehzada’,

Gully Boy’ to ‘Darlings’- Vijay Varma has come 
a long way, Read on

New Delhi: Gully Boy, 
India’s official entry to 
the Oscars celebrates 4 
years today, and while 
the film was highly cel-
ebrated for its impact-
ful performances, it was 
dark horse Vijay Varma 
who stood for the sheer 
potential he showed and 
for holding his own de-
spite the strong and es-
tablished cast. The actor 
was praised for his per-
formance as Moeen Arif, 
and his portrayal instant-
ly caught the attention 
of audiences and critics 
alike. From thereon, Vi-
jay continued to impress 
with web series’ like A 

Suitable Boy, She and 
Mirzapur 2 and Ok Com-
puter, all of which he 
won rave reviews for. But 
it was finally with Dar-
lings, that Vijay Varma 
cemented his position as 
the ‘King of Grey’ as his 
character ‘Hamza’ was 
yet another example of 
Vijay’s incredible prow-
ess as a performer who 
constantly raises the bar 
with every project he 
takes on. Critics spoke 
about how Vijay ‘nailed 
the character’, ‘was like 
a chameleon’, ‘terrific 
and absolutely scintillat-
ing’ making audiences 
feel the dread that Badru 

(Alia Bhatt) felt every-
time his character Hamza 
came home. From being 
a supporting cast along-
side Alia Bhatt in Gully 

Boy to being a parallel 
lead opposite her in her 
production Darlings, the 
actor has come a long 
way.

New Delhi: After a 
blockbuster 2022, Kartik 
Aaryan is all set to enter-
tain in the new year too 
with his mega releases 
like ‘Shehzada’ and 

‘Satyaprem Ki Katha’ 
among others. The first 
glimpse of Shehzada left 
all shook with a new and 
promising avatar of Kar-
tik in an action-packed 

role. And recently, Mani-
sha Koirala spoke to a 
leading website about her 
next projects, of which 
one was Shehzada. Talk-
ing about her experience 

of shooting for the Kartik 
Aaryan starrer, Manisha 
shared, “I had signed 
Shehzada earlier and it 
is a big commercial set 
up and it’s releasing in 
February. It has shaped 
up pretty well. So, I’m 
really looking forward 
for the release. I think 
Kartik Aaryan is a very 
talented, hard-working 
and humble person. He 
understands the charac-
ter and brings out some-
thing new. I also like the 
choice of films that he 
has made. He has a very 
bright future in the in-
dustry.” Watch Shehzada 
first glimpse.


